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Defiant dragon: Fusiliers Nigel Jones (left) and Robert Janes fly the flag for Wales in Gorazde camp

1 RWF leave Bosnian Serbs guessing

Picture: Sgt Wendy Summerell

Escape from

THE FINAL group of soldiers
from the 1st Barttalion, The
Royal Welch Fusiliers landed
safely at RAF Brize Norton on
August 31 after a nerve-wrack-
ing extraction from the
Gorazde pocket in Bosnia.
They had formed up secretly
in a tactical march column
and, a day early, made an
unexpected move at high speed
through a minefield before
either the Bosnian Serb Army
or Bosnian Government Army
realised what was going on.
“We made it in one to the
Serbian border and I can’t tell
you what it felt like to cross
that frontier,” said Lt Col
Jonathon Riley, CO 1 RWFE.
The extraction began some
time ago after the Fusiliers’
observation post line was
attacked following NATO air
strikes on May 25.
After a two-and-a-half hour
battle most of the soldiers were

Gorazde

safely withdrawn but 33
hostages where taken and used
as human shield hostages until
they were released on June 7.

“That attack made the origi-
nal mission in Gorazde invalid
and I began to reduce men and
equipment to decrease expo-
sure,” said Col Riley.

Radio messages were sent in
Welsh to conceal the unit’s
intentions from eavesdroppers.

From the very beginning of
the tour, on St David’s Day,
Gorazde proved a dangerous
place in which to serve. Latter-
ly the Fusiliers endured 30 days
of intense shelling and harsh
conditions, with 60 combat
incidents resulting from attacks
on the UN Protection Force.
They fired more than 10,000
rounds in self defence.

For 26 days the Gorazde
Force was kept at its highest
alert state. Soldiers wore body
armour and helmers at all

Welcome home: Lt Bruce yne
of 1 RWF is hugged by his sister,
Sally, at RAF Brize Norton

times, remaining in bomb shel-
ters during the day and moving
only at night.

There were nine casualties:
one gunshot wound, three
mine injuries and five resulting
from mortar rounds, but all the
wounded are expected to
rejoin the regiment soon.

At one point the threat to the
barracks was such that the
Fusiliers moved into the woods
for 14 days.

From mid-February until
late June no fuel reached 1
RWF; strict rationing of fuel

@® Turn to Page 5
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YOUR CHANCE
TO USE THE
MOST POWERFUL
WEAPON
KNOWN TO MAN.

YOUR VOTE.

If you want to vote, your name must be on
the electoral register.

As a serving Regular member of HM Forces,
you only need to register once as a service
voter, and your vote is assured for the rest of
your service career, wherever you're posted.

Registration forms are available from the
admin office of your unit or ship.

Send the completed form to the appropriate

electoral registration officer (the form tells
you how). You will then be able to vote at all
Parliamentary, European Parliamentary and
local government elections.

Wives and husbands of Regular members
of HM Forces can also register as service voters
or, if they prefer, register each year as civilian
voters (so long as they are living in the UK).

Don't Lose Your Right To Vote.

ISSUED BY THE HOME OFFICE
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IN THE first six months of the
Army’s Compulsory Drugs
Testing (CDT) programme,
65 units have been selected at
random and 67 Army person-
nel have either proved positive
or refused to take a test,
making themselves liable to
discharge from the Service.
The introductory phase to
establish the programme and
enhance its deterrent effect
against drug misuse has been

completed. Testing has taken
place in the United Kingdom,
Northern Ireland, Germany
and Cyprus, with units receiv-
ing notice of between six hours
and no warning at all at the dis-
cretion of the commanding
officer.

CDT teams have tested in a
variety of situations, ranging
from all the Army personnel in
a garrison to a small percentage
of a single unit.

Drug testing moves into wider phase

Tests have been carried out
on officers and soldiers per-
forming duties ranging from
ceremonial to manning obser-
vation posts on operational
tours. The CDT programme
is now being expanded into
other overseas commands and
garrisons, and to troops on
exercise.

Some units have been tested
more than once, and the
random nature of unit selection

means this will occur more fre-
quently as the programme con-
tinues.

Tests have been conducted
over weekends and into silent
hours at the convenience of
units. This flexible application
reinforces the policy that all
Army personnel are liable to
testing whenever and wherever
they serve, making the drug
misuser vulnerable to detection
at any time.

Highland Gunners join big
NATO barrage on Serbs

THE GUNS of 19 Regiment,
Royal Artillery joined those of
French and Dutch members of
the Rapid Reaction Force
which pounded Bosnian Serb
Army positions on August 30
in the largest attack by NATO
in its 46-year history.

As 60 aircraft bombed strate-
gic targets from Tusla to
Gorazde, six British 105mm
Light Guns, eight French
155mm self-propelled how-
itzers and Dutch 120mm mor-
tars concentrated on weapons
which have rained death and
terror on the people of Sarajevo
for the past three years.

The guns were reported to
have fired nearly 600 shells in
the first 40 minutes following
three hours of intense bombing
by NATO warplanes. Among
the 980 rounds fired on August
30 were 164 British shells.

The accuracy of the guns
ensured more targets were
destroyed the next day, when
another 88 rounds were fired.
Although secondary positions
had been prepared, no counter
battery fire was reported.

The Highland Gunners have
been in position for six weeks
since deploying to Mount
Igman above Sarajevo.

The UN established beyond
reasonable doubt that it was a
Serb 120mm mortar which
killed 37 civilians in a Sarajevo
market, the incident which trig-
gered the NATO response.

Protecting the guns in the
Mt Igman area is a Task Force
Alpha company group based
on The Devonshire and Dorset
Regiment and supported by
The Household Cavalry Regi-
ment and Royal Engineers.

Royal Welch Fusiliers carry their equipment to waiting trucks on their way home via Belgrade and Split.

Escape from Gorazde

® From Page 3

led to soldiers walking instead
of driving, mule resupply and
no running hot water, laundry
service or television.Cooking
was done on wood-fuelled
stoves.

Rations were reduced by a
third and no mail was received
for up to eight weeks at a time.

On the night before the last
183 British troops withdrew
from Gorazde a fierce fire fight
developed and several armed
renegades entered the camp.
Two were killed, another

wounded, and the attack was
beaten off.

“It was plain to all of us that
the incident could be repeated
if we stayed another night,”
said Col Riley. “It was possible
the attitude of the Serbs might
change, and the window of
opportunity had to be jumped
through before it shut for
ever.”

He said the Fusiliers felt they
had succeeded in their aim of
saving lives and helping
refugees.

As well as A, B and C Com-

pany, support elements and
tactical HQ at Gorazde, D
Company was based at Bugo-
jno and Echelon at Kiseljak.
There were also detachments
at Sarajevo, Split, Zagreb and
also Belgrade, from where the
Gorazde Force flew to Split.

Col Riley thanked the Welsh
communities who had given
his battalion such strong sup-
port.

The battalion’s next event
will be the presentation of UN
medals and a march through
Haverfordwest.
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BRITISH gunners deployed around Sarajevo had
a little “distraction” — a 10'/zkm round trip to the
peak of Mount Bjelasnica — thanks to their
“Racing RSM”, WO1 Phil Stuart, RSM of 19 Regi-
ment RA.

“What the guys needed was a distraction,
something to aim for, to motivate them to train
during their daily routine in the gun pits,”
explained RSM Stuart.

“I thought it only fair to offer the race to all the
troops based locally, so the gauntlet was thrown
down. The French Foreign Legion and Fire Sup-

port Company from the Devon and Dorsets
accepted.”

Forty-four runners set off in mist and drizzle to
make the 450m climb to the top of the peak. Even-
tual winner was the RSM himself, followed by Sgt
Chef (SSgt) Lusard from the 2nd Battalion of For-
eign Legion Infantry. Third home was Sgt Steve
Ward RA.

RSM Stuart and Sgt Ward, who have both rep-
resented the regiment at cross country, are now
planning a 10km road race, the security situation
allowing.

British gunners
strike back — with
French mortars

WHAT seemed like just anoth- | T AT
er routine day in the lives of
Capt Tony Heath and Bdr
Gary Day was interrupted by a
series of shattering explosions.

Members of a forward
observation party from 27/170
(Imjin) Battery, 19 Regiment
RA, they are deployed as part
of the multinational rapid reac-
tion brigade on Mount Igman.

The specialist team of five
had been based in an OP in the
northern suberbs of Sarajevo
for just 12 hours when the Serb
salvo struck.

“Eight rounds came in with-
out any warning, and they were
close enough to make wus
uncomfortable,” said Bdr Day,
who was on watch at the time.

The OP had been directly
targeted by Serb 120mm mor-
tars which were immediately
identified. “The firing point
was a known position which we
had spotted earlier. I quickly
assessed that we needed to
respond, and passed the rele-
vant details to our Fire Sup-
port Co-ordination Centre,”
explained Bdr Day.

Response was rapid, both
105mm Light Gun batteries
getting ready to fire from alter-

nate positions on Mount
Igman while three mortars
from the French Foreign

Legion were deployed forward

Racing RSM has gunners in peak shape

EWSLINE

BOXING
CLEVER

ARMY postie Cpl Neil Coull’s
knock-out punch opened up a
route for an aid convoy.

The 29-year-old amateur
boxer, who was helping to run
an Army post office at Zepce,
found the road blocked by
Bosnian Muslim troops.

Their commander saw two
pairs of boxing gloves in the
back of Cpl Coull’s Land
Rover and challenged him to a
fight. He said the convoy could
proceed if Coull won.

The nimble postie had the
Muslim commander on the
ropes within 30 seconds, and —
to the cheers of both sides — a
swift right ended the one-sided
contest.

“Boxing is promoted heavily
in the Army, and it was good to
see it being of some use in
Bosnia,” said a spokesman.

to think about who was firing,
but I suppose we are the first
Brits to fire the Legion’s mor-

British forces,”
Heath.
The OP is one of a frame-

said Capt

to a prepared position.

Capt Heath said: “Our
mortar fire mission silenced
the Serb mortars and made it
unnecessary to use our more
powerful artillery.

“We didn’t really have time

tars in quite some time.”

The effect of the fire mission
enabled the section to remain
safely in the OP.

“What happened speaks vol-
umes for the great co-opera-
tion between the French and

work of posts in and around
the city, incorporating radar
weapon detectors and sophisti-
cated sound-ranging systems.
Commanded by Lt Col Dick
Applegate, CO 19 Regt RA,
the teams have been acquiring

- -'iﬁi

Gunners from 19 Regiment RA engage Bosnian Serb military objectives with their 105mm Light Gun from
a position on Mount Igman overlooking Sarajevo. They joined NATO warplanes in attacking Serb positions

knowledge of the area since
they arrived in theatre in June.
In addition to his own
resources, Lt Col Applegate’s
command includes elements
from the French Foreign
Legion, the Royal Dutch
Marines, the 1 D and D Battle-
group and the Royal Engi-

neers.
7

Picture: Sgt Steve Dock



Tailors

@.D.Golding i

Military Livery and Civilian Tailors

G.D. Golding :
S R T R T

—
e e

10

PARACHUTI

YOUR DUTCH

NG WINGS

IN A FEW DAYS!

Paracentrum Texel organises weekly courses for
novice parachutists.

After five jumps you qualify for the internationally
recognised A-licence and receive the Dutch wings.

| Our Representative will call at your I

l request. Ring (01727) 841321 - I

Fax (01727) 831462 or write for details to: i

I 220 Hatfield Road, St Albans, Herts ALT 4LW |
| Name

.................................................................. I

: BRI ool i s s o e B |

l ............................................................................. '

................................................ o T O

| |

| Please state your particular requirements below: I

|

1795 JS De Coc

Call your military contact for information and
prices daily:
Simon Woerlee 00 31 2220 11464
Roy Mobsby 01703 899369

or write to
Paracentrum Texel, Postweg 128,

ksdorp, Texel,

The Netherlands
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AT HOME AND OVERSEAS

Name: Initials:
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200 Coupe [

The New 400 Series || Rover Tourer
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If it’s Rover...it’s SCE

Wherever you are in the world, if you're considering a new car,
tax free for export or tax paid for return to Britain, you will gain
considerably from the Rover/SCE concession.

* Expert advice and test drive .
» Flexible finance tailored to suit
you (subject to status) .

* Used car disposal facility
- 5 .
¢ Fast efficient mail order system

Delivery where you want it -
shipping arranged

Rover Select optional purchase
scheme for qualifying buyers
Widespread after sales care
network

HOTLINE
01367 241225
SCE Ltd. FREEPOST, Faringdon Oxon SN7 5BR UK

ABOVE ALL, WE’'RE ROVER SPECIALISTS




FORMER Green Howards sol-
dier Dave Turner has been
rewarded for helping a damsel
in distress and rescuing her
family . . . of ducklings

Now employed as a security
guard after 22 years in the
Army, Dave was on duty at the
rear gate of Imphal Barracks in

Rescue is quacking success

York when he noticed a very
distressed duck. Seven of its
brood had fallen through a
grate into a drain.

One by one, Dave managed
to lift the ducklings out and re-
unite them with their mother.

Maj Gen Patrick Cordingley,
GOC 2nd Division, instituted

the Order of the Mallard Certifi-
cate of Merit in recognition of
the action and presented it to
Dave at his headquarters.

“l am delighted Dave didn’t
duck his responsibilities and
managed to smooth ruffled
feathers,” commented Gen

Cordingley.

Fusiliers kee

TROOPS and Royal Air Force
specialists now providing fire-
fighting cover on Merseyside
will remain on stand-by until
the end of September.

A series of nine-hour strikes
being staged by firemen is
being escalated to 18-hour
periods from September 12.

Following an appeal for help
from the Home Office, more
than 300 soldiers of the
Chester-based 2nd Battalion,
The Royal Regiment of
Fusiliers went on standby at
ten centres with a fleet of 24
Green Goddesses, the first
time the vehicles have been on
the streets since the national
firemen’s strike in 1977.

Under Maj Guy Hornby, the
Fusiliers completed a week of
training in fire-fighting tech-
niques, first aid and driving
skills at Donnington.

During the first nine-hour
strike, on August 17, soldiers
responded to 48 out of more
than 200 emergency calls.
There were no serious inci-
dents and the troops were
largely involved in dealing with
grass and rubbish fires.

This pattern has largely con-
tinued and by the end of
August the Service firefighters
had provided cover during five
nine-hour strikes, with soldiers
answering 178 calls.

Troops have dealt with one
fatality. No Servicemen have
been injured on firefighting
duties although some Fusiliers
suffered slight problems from
inhaling smoke.

fire watch on
Merseyside

"

- 7 PN Sl 3l
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Soldiers from 2 RRF complete intensive firefighting training at Don-
nington before deploying to Merseyside to man Green Goddesses
during a series of stoppages by fire brigades
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Colchester
shock for

delinquents
considered

YOUNG offenders could be sent
to the Military Corrective Training
Centre at Colchester under plans
being considered in Whitehall. —
Times

J Medical and legal experts inves-
tigating cases of so-called Gulf War
syndrome are to track each suffer-
er’s journey through the battle
zone. — Portsmouth News

1 The Army’s response to the
ceasefire in Northern Ireland has
been based on the old military pre-
cept that an enemy’s declared
intentions matter less than his
capabilities. — Guardian

[ About 9.04 million television
viewers — half the available audi-
ence — watched the VJ Day 50th
anniversary  Saturday  night
events, including the fireworks
display over the Thames. —
Guardian

J More than 16,000 unoccupied
government-owned homes — most
of them MoD property — are cost-
ing £175 million a year in lost rev-
enue and maintenance fees,
according to the pressure group
Empty Homes Agency. — Times

4 A farmer turned to the fire
brigade and the Army for help
after being refused compensation
when the water supply to his farm
near Godalming, Surrey, dried up.
Special permission had to be
obtained from the parish council
for the Army to enter his village as
military vehicles are normally
restricted. — Daily Telegraph

[ Six retired RAMC major gener-
als have signed an exclusive peti-
tion to the House of Commons
Defence Committee in a fresh
attempt to save the Cambridge
Military Hospital at Aldershot. —
Aldershot Mail

Catterick soldiers head for deepest Himalayas

SIX Cartterick-based soldiers
are to walk through the world’s
deepest valley during a 21-day,
200km trek through the
Nepalese Himalayas.

Four men and two women

from 19 Mechanised Brigade
HQ will scale a 5,000m-high
pass to Makalu after negotiat-
ing the Arun River valley
between Everest (8,848m) and
Kanchenjunga (8,586m).

Expedition leader Maj Rick
Bevan, an officer with the
Brigade of Gurkhas, said:
“This makes the valley more
than 6,096m deep, dwarfing
the Grand Canyon.”
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Gen Sir Charles Guthrie

Making history in Gibral-
tar were (from left)
Sergeant Major Instruc-
tor WO1 Tony Bexon
SASC , coach LCpl
Albert Slater and LCpl
Wayne Barton, both TA

Gibraltar Regiment. Nor-
mally, one NCO from the |

qualify on a skill-at-arms
instructor and unit
course, but, for the first
time, a team from the
Small Arms School
Corps travelled to
Gibraltar to train NCOs
to this standard.

Rock steady

Class A members of the ¥

regiment travels to i
Britain each year to =

First past the post in the
local Border Hunt point-
to-point members’ race
was Mr Thomas Scott,
seen receiving the Otter-
burn Training Area Chal-
lenge Cup from Lt Col
John Charteris, the
Otterburn Commandant,
and his wife, Antoinette.

Right: Cpl Frank Williams
(centre), from 1 PWRR, intro-

helps Mrs Frances Brown A C ut a bove duces a group from Newtown

cut a cake to mark her

Youth Centre at Southampton

retirement after 23 years the rest e to the assault course at

with the MoD, the last 15
of them as personal mes-

Marchwood  Military  Port,
Hampshire. Their visit was

senger to the Chief of the General Staff. Frances served six part of a fortnight of activities,
Chiefs after joining CGS'’s office in November 1981. They  sponsored by British Gas,
include Fd Marshal Lord Bramall, Fd Marshal Sir John aimed at breaking down cul-
Stanier, Fd Marshal Sir Nigel Bagnall, Fd Marshal Sir John  tural and social barriers and

Winners of the 1994/95 Southern Dis-
trict Energy Efficiency Awards — an
inscribed tantalus containing two cut
glass decanters — were Royal Logistic
Corps Training Centre, Deepcut and
the Support Unit at the RAC Centre
Bovington (right). Presenting the
award, for which Army units in south-
ern England compete to encourage
savings, chiefly in energy manage-
ment, to Brig Paul Evans (right), Com-

Chapple, and Fd Marshal Sir Peter Inge and Gen Guthrie. boosting self-confidence.

Picture: Mike Perring

Caterer’s
clasp...

Already the holder of a Meritorious
Service Medal and a Long Service
and Good Conduct Medal, WO1
lvan Beatty, catering officer at
Brecon Barracks until he completed
his Regular Army service earlier this
year, has been awarded a clasp to
go with his LS and GC medal. lvanis

° Southern
save rS years ago “to lean a trade”.

mander RLCTC Deepcut, and Maj
Barry Hobson is Derek Hussey of
sponsors Satchwell Control Systems.

At the Bovington presentation,
made by Satchwell's Arthur Jupp
(second left), were Brig Christopher
Wolverson, Lt Cols Nobby Clarke
and Brian Bell and (right) Col Jeremy
Baines, Commander Logistic Support
at District Headquarters, Aldershot,
who devised the competition.

to be employed as a specialist catering
officer at the TA's 203 Welsh Field Hos-
pital. Not bad going for a man who
joined the Army School of Catering 33

Proving popular with the public at the
1 Greater Manchester Police Show
and doing their bit to boost enquiries
I at the mobile Army Careers Informa-
| tion Office were Corporal of Horse
i Paul Harris, RHG/D, a recruiter at
ACIO Manchester, and police horse
Kingston. The mounted recruiter led
! the march-past at Manchester’s VJ
parade.

An unsafe 50-year-old suspen-
sion bridge in Huntly, Scotland,
was given new suspension
cables, decking and handrails
and reinforced  concrete
anchor blocks constructed by
Cpl Paul Wakefield (right), an
ex-Regular sapper, and other
members of Cwmbran-based
1 Troop, 100 Field Squadren
(Militia) during their annual
camp. The project was under-
taken for the local authority.

Rescue
recognised

Happy recipient of a GOC'’s letter
of commendation is Sgt Martin
Blade, currently with RAC Boving-
ton, pictured after a passing-out
parade at the Army School of
Physical Training, Aldershot. With
Sgts S| Dave Bunting and Nicky
Charlton, he saved six children
from drowning in North Wales
when their

el Light
E—WOTk
el for the
§ REME

REME and civilian
metalsmiths serving
with 34 (Northern)
Signal Regiment (V)
— (from left) Brian
Jowett, Cpl Fred
Oakes, Sgt Geoff
Weller, SSgt Paul
Fitzmaurice and
Geoff Rowling —
built one of 125 bea-
cons spanning Britain
to mark the 125th
anniversary of the
Red Cross.




Staffords set hot
pace in steamy
Louisiana

THE EXPERIENCE of 100
soldiers from the 1st Battalion,
The Staffordshire Regiment
proved valuable during the first
NATO peacekeeping exercise
held in the United States.
Troops from 16 nations,
including many from central
and eastern Europe, flew to the
Joint Readiness Training
Centre at Fort Polk, Louisiana,
last month for Exercise Co-
operation Nugget 95, the latest
development in the new era of
East-West integration follow-
ing the end of the Cold War.
Skills honed during their
current residential posting in
Ballykinler gave the Staffords
the edge over less experienced
units. Some members of the
battalion served with The

Royal Welch Fusiliers in
Bosnia, adding another vital
dimension.

Capt Clive Hopkins, a liai-
son officer in Gorazde when
isolated United Nations posi-
tions were evacuated, had a
particularly useful perspective.

“As everyone knows, many
of the soldiers ended up as
hostages,” he said. “It was a

- = « and avoid the

Snakes, creepy-

difficult time
for all of us
but there are
differences
between
Bosnia and
what we have learned here.

“Again, our role in Northern
Ireland is in no way like the
role we are training for here,
but some of our basic skills are
perhaps more finely tuned than
soldiers who have not faced
these types of tasks.”

The Staffords quickly adapt-
ed to life in the steamy woods
of central Louisiana, where
temperatures hit 100C on top
of high humidity.

“It puts a fair strain on
anyone who has to remain
kitted up and alert when his

Pte Jason Brown (left) of 1 Staffords and US Pte Sean Stephens compare styles
12

crawlies and
Poison ivy

body is constantly soaked with
sweat,” said the officer com-
manding, Maj Philip King.

“But British soldiers have
always been determined and
adaptable and the Staffords
can be proud of being able to
learn to cope quickly.”

Fort Polk training staff were
impressed at how seriously the
Staffords took the exercise and
how well they coped with lack
of sleep and everything that
was thrown at them.

SSgt Pat Corcoran, US
Army, who helped prepare the
“Brits” for the demanding
exercise elements, was very
impressed by their standards.

British equipment - from
weapons and clothing to ration
packs — was greatly admired by
many of the 2,500 soldiers par-
ticipating, but Cpl Darren
Wilson was not interested in
exchanging any of his kit.

“I’ve not seen other soldiers
with anything we would want,”
he said.

Thousands of Gls learned
the basics of combat at Fort
Polk during the Second World
War. It was run down after
1945 but re-activated for the
Korean War. In 1965 it
became the focal point for
advanced training for troops
destined to serve in Vietnam.
More recently it has prepared
US soldiers for operations in
Panama, Kuwait, Somalia and
Haiti.

Fort Polk became the home
of the Joint Readiness Training
Centre in 1993.

Despite the post-Cold War
alliances being forged between
East and West, regional con-
flicts and civil wars currently
pose major threats to peace in
many parts of the world. With
NATO adapting to the new
political and military struc-
tures, Co-operation Nugget
was seen as an important

watch

opportunity to integrate peace-
keeping skills. As the Staffords
flew in to begin their training,

Soldiers of The Staffordshire Regiment on exercise at Fort Polk learn that Louisiana’s plants as well as its snakes can be poisonous

150 American troops were
leaving to take part in Opera-
tion Uphold Democracy, the
United Nations mission in
Haiti.

Fort Polk’s facilities expose
units to the “fog of war”, civil-
ians and media on the battle-
field, terrorism, reliance on
aerial supply, and casualty and
tactical rules of engagement.

It has a well-deserved repu-
tation for being tough, realistic
and stressful.

The Staffords spent their
first week in spartan barracks
dating from the Second World
War. They worked with sol-
diers from the US, Canada,
Bulgaria, the Czech Republic,
Estonia, Hungary, Kyrghyzs-
tan, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland,
Romania, the Slovak Republic,
Slovenia, the Ukraine and
Uzbekistan.

Poisonous snakes, insects
and plants are common haz-
ards in undergrowth over the
extensive Fort Polk training
areas, but 1 Staffords proved
determined and adaptable.

They will again show these
traits when they begin a tour of
duty in Hong Kong in October
1996.

Y e TN

Capt Clive Hopkins (right) of A Coy, 1 Staffords shows Estonian sol-
diers how to strip an M16 rifle. He was attached to 1 RWF in Bosnia
during the hostage crisis at Gorazde earlier this summer
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The VJ Day 50th anniver-
sary parade in London to
mark the end of the war
was not the first of its kind.
A glance through the 1946
pages of Soldier reveals
details of two earlier Victo-
ry parades. The first, in
1919, commemorated the
end of the First World War,
the second, in 1946, cele-
brated the end of the
Second World War

HUNDREDS of thousands of
Britons waited hours to see the
pageant of victory when 20,000
Allied Servicemen and women
followed their war leaders in a
seven-mile procession through
the heart of London on Saturday,
July 19, 1919,

Soldier reported that Nelson’s
Column was decorated with 20
tons of laurel. Flags and bunting
transformed every street.

... “the people near the Victo-
ria Memorial had just sung one of
the popular songs of the war,”
wrote a Daily Express reporter,
“when, with dramatic sudden-
ness, General Pershing, riding a
fine chestnut, came past the

pylons at the top of the Mall and  July 19, 1919: Troops march towards Trafalgar Square. Not
so into view of the thousands ese flag (right). Japan was one of the Allies during the First World War

round about.”

Behind the general marched 5,000 Amer-
icans eight abreast, steel-helmeted, with
bayonets fixed. They were followed by Bel-
gians, French, Italians, Japanese, Rumani-
ans, Serbians, Siamese and many other

German PoWs build a camp
part in the 1946 victory parade
14

nationalities. The French, led by Marshal
Foch on a black horse, had tied hundreds of
tiny Union flags to their bayonets.

Fd Marshal Haig rode at the head of a
group of famous war generals, followed by
officers and men, the
Household Cavalry
and massed flags.
Then came four
Whippet tanks “snort-
ing and puffing out
smoke”.

The procession
took two hours to pass
the royal pavilion, and
the celebrations went
on far into the night.
In Hyde Park, the
massed bands of the
Brigade of Guards
accompanied a 1,000-
strong Imperial Choir

in Regent’s Park to house soldiers taking of Peace and Thanks-

giving.

Ao

e the Japan-

IN 1946 Soldier recorded that
German PoWs were used exten-
sively to build temporary camps
to house soldiers taking part in
London’s Victory Parade.

Massive crowds again lined the
route on June 8, when a march-
ing column of 21,000 troops
from all over the British Empire
and Allied countries, and a
mechanised column of 480 vehi-
cles — ranging from jeeps to the
heaviest armoured fighting
machines — passed through in
celebration of Victory Day.

Famous commanders drove in
the procession, and special con-
tingents represented workers and
defenders of the Home Front.
King George VI, accompanied
by members of the Royal Family,
took the salute in the Mall.

To allow as many people as
possible to see something of the
parade, the mechanised column
followed a circuitous route
through central London, passing
the Roval Mint, Tower Hill,
London Bridge and the Owval,
before re-crossing the Thames at
Vauxhall Bridge. The 122-
minute procession culminated in
a drive-past salute at the saluting
- base in the Mall.

Sherman tanks shared the pro-
cession with YMCA mobile can-
teens, half-tracks and DUKW
amphibious vehicles.

At the end of the Royal Army Ordnance
Corps contingent were jeeps of the Army
Film and Photographic Unit carrying uni-
formed reporters and photographers. Their
work, often carried out under fire, filled the
pages of many illustrated publications
worldwide, including Soldier.

Behind them were famous war correspon-
dents and the mobile — and very popular —
canteens of Naafi and the First Aid Nursing
Yeomanry.

Elsewhere in the city, a separate marching
column, thousands strong, marched from
Marble Arch, along Oxford Street, Charing
Cross Road, and past Trafalgar Square
before catching up with the mechanised
column in time to follow it along the Mall.

Bands, including musicians from Iraq,
Yugoslavia, Mexico, China and the USSR,
led the way. Among the more unusual colo-
nial units taking part were the East Africa
Military Nursing Service, the Johore Volun-
teer Force from Malaya, the Mauritius

Women’s Volunteer Corps and the
Palestine Police.

The Glider Pilot Regiment, the
Commandos and the Jewish
Brigade marched with the Army
contingent.

The evening entertainments
included dancing to the music of
military bands in St James’s,
Green, Hyde and Regent’s Parks.
The King arrived at the Houses of
Parliament to be greeted by a
salute from 80 searchlights of the
Anti-Aircraft Command and 41
aerial maroons.

FIRST
TANK

FOR spectators at the 1946 Victory
Celebrations, the rumble of heavy
tracks on the streets of London her-
alded the armoured contingent of
the British Army. At its head was a
brand new Comet, Britain's latest
and finest cruiser tank, resplendent
in spotless green paint.

In the turret, earphones over his
beret, was a tall, rangy figure with a
weather-beaten face, a typical cav-
alry officer — Lt Col RG Byron, DSO,
4/7 Royal Dragoon Guards, com-
mander of the tank and the
armoured contingent.

Col Byron, from Winchester, had
hurried home from service in New
Zealand when war was declared to
rejoin his regiment. He served in the
BEF and escaped from Dunkirk.
Later he commanded his regiment and
landed with 4/7 on D-Day, earning a DSO on
the Normandy beaches. Inside the Comet
were four crew members. The gunner, and
adjutant of the contingent, was Capt J C Hel-

SOLDIER
MAGAZINE

YEARS ON

Victory parade - how it looked last

time ... and the time before that
1946 |

FIRST

& IN LINE

2 HEADING the Army’s marching
column in 1946 were men of The
Queen’s Royal Regiment - the
Second of Foot. (No, the Royal
Scots had not been disbanded.
They were marching at the head of
the Scots contingent later in the
procession).

Heel-and-toeing with the best
was a grizzled colour sergeant with
two rows of ribbons on his breast.
The Soldier report recorded the
incident thus: “Now and again a
faraway look comes into his eye: he
is remembering incidents of that
other Victory Parade in which he
marched in 1919.

“A Territorial soldier, then as
now, it was 34 years since young
Fred Gibbins joined what is now
the 1/6 Battalion, The Queen’s
Royal Regiment. He proudly
claims that he was the oldest sol-
dier to stay with his battalion wher-
ever there was fighting. If anyone
doubts that he was in the thick of
things, he could point to the ribbon
of the Military Medal at the head
of his first row.

“He earned that in the Mareth

June 8, 1946: New Zealand Troops pass through Whitehall to Trafal-
gar Square. They were part of a marching column of 21,000 soldiers

liwell RAC. Before the war he had been an
assistant conductor of the BBC’s Overseas
Orchestra. A fortnight later he rejoined the
Corporation. Keeping the Comet on line was
driver LCpl F Painter RTR, from Cholsey,
Berkshire. He had fought with

the 1st Parachute Brigade in
Italy, was taken prisoner at
Arnhem and rejoined the RTR
when he was liberated.

At the radio, through which
the commander . controlled
his contingent, was LCpl T
Grounds, 25 Dragoons, of
Broxbourne, Herts. A solici-
tor’s articled clerk, he served
in India and Burma and
fought on the Arakan front.
With the veterans in the tank
was one of a new generation,
the gunner mechanic, 18-
year-old Tpr Ben Jones RAC,

of Leominster. A gauge-

First tank — a new Comet - with her crew (left to right) com- maker, he volunteered for the

mander Lt Col Byron, LCpl Painter, LCpl Grounds, Tpr Jones Army six months before his

and Capt Helliwell

18th birthday.

Line for gallantry when some
ammunition trucks caught fire
under a rain of shells. He saved a
nasty situation by standing firm with a spit-
ting Sten-gun when things seemed to be
going too well for the Germans.

“He was 48 years old and had 31 years’
service when that happened. ‘I think the
King was surprised when he presented the
medal to an old un like me,’ he said.”

In civvy street, CSgt Gibbins MM, was a
driver with Bermondsey Borough Council.

CSgt Fred Gibbins (centre) tells comrades of
the other Victory Parade in which he
marched - in 1919. He won the MM
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BLAZER BADGES £ TIES =

RAA Gold & Silver Wire (Navy). S62 RAA - RA Cypher on Blue — 4" Blade. 6.35
S IGA RAA Gold & Silver Wire (Black). S63 RAA — RA Cypher on Blue - 3" Blade 5.90
S16B  RA Regimental Gold & Silver Wire (Navy). 564 RA - Regimental Zig Zag — 3" Blade. 590

Y. & Zug
SI16C  RA Regimental Gold & Silver Wire (Black). S64A  RA - Regimental Zig Zag - 4" Blade. 6.35
S17 RA Cyper Gold & Silver Wire (Navy). S64B  Ready made Bow Tie. Zig Zag Regimental colours. 7.05
3

S17A  RA Cyper Gold & Silver Wire (Black). S564C  RA - Regimental Zig Zag 3" Blade. Smooth finish. 7.50
I!LAZFR BUTTONS 864D RA - Regimental Zig Zag 3" Blade. Silk 15,80

Flat with Gun Mounted (Large). TIE PIN
830 Flat with Gun Mounted (Small). S130  9¢ct Gold RA Grenade Stick Pin. 38.20
S:‘,’ Flat w:m\ Engraved Cypher (Large). TIE SLIDE
272 2:: ::::a S?Egrs":::kcgﬁh;;asgﬂg} e) S114  Large Round, Gilt metal — engraved RA Badge.
577 Flat with Die Struck RA Badsc (SmEII:‘ (Compatible with $44 Cuff Links). 11.00
STIA  Preseatation/Gift b B¢ : : S163  Tie Slide/Grip. Gilt Enamel RA Badge. (Compatible with §164), 6.00

resentation/Gift button boxes (Red - hold up 10 12 buttons). 2,00
K TIE TACKS
CAP BADGES ick Pi
< i 529 RAA Badge/Stick Pin.

i §29C  RA Tie Tack/Lapel Badge. Gilt Enamel Squeeze Pin. Individually boxed.
F104A RA - Large (Anodwad). S113  RA Badge/Stick Pin, Individually boxed.
S1048 - Brass Helmet Plate (Reproduction. Victorian c1878). C H RIS TM A S $159  Gilt Enamel RA Badge Tie Tack and Chain
g!"l‘Zl BA(?:I;;:A Cypher on Blue background, 4.60 UIMBREI‘LA 1 Col Fox Fra Golf U 2245
S112A Gold RA Gun Badge on Blue background. 460 5N Regimental Colours — Fox Frame — Golf Umbrella. 2245
P42B  RAA Windscreen Sticker - Round (Interior). 1.50 WALLCHART
CHINA MUG P26 Wallchart - Regular Battery Insignia 33" x 234", Pre-option”. 5.90
§73 Large China Mug Boz. RA Badge in Red. Gold Rim. 4.85 WALLETS
COFFEE MUG SUGGESTIONS SIDSB  Black Soft Leather Wallet. Hip pocker. With section tor £1 coins.

o i ) lieF. 61 RA Badge Embossed, 1145
5 Coffee filr ot Petlery. RA Rates Bete . S105C Brown Leather anecn\c RA Badge Embossed. 7.00
COMBIN CASE ) S106  Wallet for holding a variety of cheque cards elc. NOT A CASH WALLET,

S12A  Comb in Brown Leather effect case with RA Gun Badge and Cypher. 1.55 Gold RA Cypher Embossed. 765
COIN HOLDER §103  Credit Card Holder. Black Leather. Gold RA Badge Embossed, 395
533 Five sided coin holder with RA Crest enamel centre piece. £1 coins. 1.85 MEDAL MOUNTING SERVICE - FULL SIZE OR MINIATURE,
CONFERENCE FOLDER REPLACEMENT MEDALS CAN BE OBTAINED - DETAILS ON REQUEST.
PISA  With Paper Clip and Pocket, RA Cypher. 7.30 MFDAL HOLDER
CUFF LINKS Medal Holder.
544 Large round, gilt metal with engraved RA Badge. Torpedo fitting. 16.60 * Slips easily into your breast pocket.
S44A  Cuff Link and Stick Pin Set. RA Gun Badge on Red Shield 7.70 * Saves damaging your suit efc.
545 Gilt. Badge on Blue Domed Oval. Torpedo fitting. 6.35 * Serves for both full size medals and miniatures. 230
S46A  Oval. Hard Gold Plated with Evliltl;i:;d RA Badge with link chain. 23.10
S160  Gilt Enamel RA Badge — Cuff Link & Tie Grip set. 10.00
S161  Gilt Enamel RA Badge — Cuff Link & Stick Pin set. 9.30 FOR HER
§162  Gilt Enamel RA Badge — Cuff Link & Tie Tack set. 9.50 BRACELET CHARMS
$164  Gilt Enamel Cuff Links, 7.75 547 Silver Medallion — St. Barbara. “SPECIAL OFFER'  3.50
CRAVAT (See also Scarves) S47A  Silver Medallion - RA Badge. ‘SPECIAL OFFER® 350
S41A  RA Zig Zag Design, Polyester. 14.50 S49C  Gold Plated Medallion - St. Barbara. 13.00
DIARY New for 1996 S50 Gun Replica 9¢t Gold. SPECIAL ORDERS ONLY Rates on request
P61 Pocket Diary — hardback. Black with embossed RA Gun Badge in Gold. BROOCHES -
One month to view — useful information includes map of S6 Sweetheart Brooch - Gilt. Small RA Gun Badge on Bar 4.15
London Underground. 2.20 579 RA Badge. Sterling S!Iwr with Marcasite Laurel Surround. 36.55
FLASKS S80 RA Badge. Sterling Silver and Marcasite. 3335
SID  Hip Flask 4oz Blne Leather with Gun Badge. 11.25 o e o S Macart shak
A 3 % g Silver and Marcasite. 2998
SI0A  Hip Flask 60z, Blue Leather RA Gun Badge. 13.35 SH1  RA Badge. Gilt - brooch fiting. 345
JOTTRR COMPACTS
s107 B’I;ck lzs:zmrlullcr— slim. Suitable for top pocket. RA Gun Badge o SI0A STRATTON Gilt * Athena® pattern compact. Loose or Solid Powder.,
e i S Engraved RA Cypher. 18.45
KEY RINGS e £ SI1I0B  STRATTON Gilt *Athena” pattern compact. Loose or Solid Powder,
851 RA Badge on Tan Leather Tab. g Engraved RA Gun Badge. 18AS
S51A  RA Badge on Black Leather Tab, 2.00 EARRINGS
LEATHER BELTS $126  RA Grenade earrings. Silver and Marcasite. Pierced fitting.
S101  Black/Brown reversible Leather Bell. RA Gun Badge on buckle. 13.60 (Compliments $128 Brooch). 25.60
SI0IA  Black/Brown reversible Leather Belt. RHA Cypher on buckle. 13.60 HEADSQUARE
MODEL FIGURES $39 Navy Blue - Fine Polyester. RA Cypher in Gold on one corner. 5.75
S134  RA Trumpeter Pewter Flgunne Height approx 7", 4 .
Jiélncen, 1" whadsn b i 109" STRATTON Gilt ‘Athena’ patter Mini Pill Box. Engraved RA Cypher, 1465
St34D "[ﬁguﬁ?‘f}a?hga‘f:"mi""q"e Hise i el appena v £ e SI09A STRATTON Gilt Athena’ pattern Mini Pill Box. Engraved RA Gun Badge. 14,65
THIMBLE
g‘log’u;l‘:gﬁiﬁw i i 842 Collectors ~ China Thimble White with Gold Rim. RA Cyphet in Blue. 330
8139  Bronze Figure Officer RA. . 69.45 TRINKET BOX
S140  Bronze Figure Bombay Horse Artillery. 69.45 595 White Porcelain, Cobalt Blue Band with Gold Keyline and RA Cypher in
5141  Bronze Figure Northern Ireland RA (SLR). 69.45 Gold on Lid. In tasteful presentation box. 11.30
S142  Bronze Figure Northern Ireland RHA (SLR). 69.45
S$143  Bronze Figure RHA Driver. 69.45 FOR THE HOME
MODEL FIGURES - Hand Painted 2 ADDRESS/TELEPHONE BOOK
RHA Dri 120,00 STELE]
Rlhell b 130,00 S108  Blue - Embossed RA Cypher in Gold 84" x 6" 845
MODEL GUNS - Painted BOOKMARKS 5
$156  105mm Light Gun  Olive drab mounted on wood base. (Scale 1/28) 135.40 S40B  Leatherboard — Red 4 molif/Gold emhossed 115
S157 25 Pdr. Olive drab mounted on wood base. (Scale 1/32) 3055 HORSE BRASSES
5158 25 Pdr. Sand mounted on wood base. (Scale 1/32) 3 S86  RA Gun Badge on Black Leather Martingale. 520
591 18 Pdr. Olive drab mounted on wood base. (Scale 1/48) 30.55 S86A  RHA Cypher on Black Leather Martingale, 570
MODFL GUNS - Plated and Mounted on Black Base S86B ‘D' Day Normandy Campaign on Black Leather Martingale. 7.10
105mm Pack Howitzer. (Scale 1/32) 30.55 S86C  VE Brass on Black Leather Martingale 1945-1995 5.50
SRZA 25 Pdr. (Scale 1/32) 36.60 S86D V) Brass on Black Leather Martingale 1945-1995 5.50
S82B  Pewter 25 Pdr. Deployed in its turntable with spent shell ICE BUCKET
cases and ancillaries, (Scale 1/25) 5288 892 Regimental Drum replica ice bucket. 2390
S83  MIOYSP. (Scale 1/96) u 60 : 5y
$90 I8 Pdr. (Scale 1/48) 55 MATS = TABLE
: 593 Laquered Table Mats — Blue. RA Cypher in Gold 114" x 8%"
35 3 4 1 5. aguere yph
§13 105mm Light Gun (Scale 1/48) 0.55 Heat Resistant (o 65°C (149°F) 645
PAPER KNIVES S93A  Red Perspex - RA Cypher mGnId 915" x 8" 6.15
S69 Steel - RA Cypher, 315 S93B  Laquered Table Mats — Red. Round 9" Circumference,
§70 Solid Brass Dagger Paperknife — RA Badge relief on handle. sk RA Cypher in Gold. Heat Resistant to 65°C 645
PENSION BOOK CASE S93C  Blue Perspex — RA Cypher in Gold 914" x 8" £ 615
565 Bonded Leather pension book case. Embossed Gold RA Badge. 594 Set of 6 round Bonded L;:allhgr table mats. Blue or Dark Red.
Colours Blue, Black, Maroon 4.30 RA Cypher in Gold. Mats 8" across. Perset 2020
TRAY PURSE PIN TRAY
$102  Black Leather tray purse. Embossed RA Badge. 300 SK7 Brass Oval. Brass Grenade surmounted. 450
SCARVES & CRAVAT TEA TOWEL
841 R;yul{»\nillery :}egilmerual Zig mmem scarf 60" x 12" i f::f Gunner Animals. 270
‘Ag Zag one side. plain reverses yester. 3.25 ISKY GLASS
S41A Rnyal Artillery Regimental ?lg Zag pattem craval. S60C  Crystal Whisky Gluss 8oz capacity. RA Cypher. 9.60
Zig Zag design both sides. Polyester. . 14.50 S60E  Crystal Whisky Glass 8oz capacity. RA Gun Badge 9.60
S41B  Royal Anillery Regimental Zig Zag pattern scarf. 60" x 12 WINE GLASSES
100% Lambswool. 12.10
$60  “Claudia’ Crystal Wine Glass - 190ml. RA Cypher engraved. 9,00
SHIFLDS & BANNERETTE 860A  “Claudia’ Crystal Goblet - 230ml. RA Cypher engraved. 9,00
Shield — Gun Badge Raised on Curved Wooden background. 13.24 S60B  “Claudia’ Crystal Claret Glass ~ 230ml. RA Cypher engraved, 9.00
S I‘J Shield — Gun Badge Raised on Heraldic Type Shield. 13.24 S60D  Claudia’ Crystal Brandy Bowl - 250ml. RA Cypher engraved. 9.60
S84 Banneretie - Regimental Colour with RA Badge in Gold. 4.55 DINNI"R
S84A  RA Gun Badge Banneretie. Embroidered Gold & Silver Wire on Ref: Sol 95 Mg:lf“::, R B
Navy Blue background with Gold Edging and Tassels, 94" x 127, 26.00 = ERIS = b 5 EL 8 By
S84B RHA)&ypnn Bannerette, Embroidered Gold & Silver Wire on Quote Ref: So "’” Place cards - Gold RA Cypher. Per 100 7.15
Navy Blue background with Gold Edging and Tassels. 9‘/ %127 26.00 PENS
S84C  Heraldic RA Badge on Red Painted Wooden Shield 7" x 6° 321 Biro Pen — Blue with floating 25 Pdr. Limber & Quad. 1.90
\SuﬂrTRogtlEﬂég;npalgée}:l:rll\u%gamll, & §23 Black — Milano Laserpoint Pen — permanently engraved with
A S g X 0 2 : . ROYAL ARTILLERY ASSOCIATION
rders with remittances to e :
SPECTACLE CASE * ONCE A GUNNER ALWAYS A GUNNER 338
S43 Leather effect case in Brown. RA Badge & Cypher. 245 ARTILLERY HOUSE, GREETINGSYMPATHY CARDS
SW!- ATERS/PULLOVERS White card ~ thermographed Blue/Gold RA Gun Badge.
Acrylic - long sleeve sweater — Navy Blue - V-neck. FTO!'.It Parade, Na insert wording. Per five 2.35
RA Cypher in Gold. One size only 36", 19.50 Royal Artillery Barracks, 716G RIBBON
S25A  Acrylic - sleeveless pullover — Navy Blue — V-neck. . 59 " Zig Zag ribbon — suitable as rimming for stationery, ie, Menu cards,
RA Cypher in Gold. Three sizes only 40", 42",46". 17.30 Woolwich service sheets. wedding stationery, etc. (Saving on postage when more
526 AEFAYHGEU:‘ |l‘;:£;e|ﬂ:1"é*;¢asl=;e; 7;‘;)');0‘}%_5:4;['%; e London SE18 4DN than one metre is ordered), Per metre 1.25
il old. S 20 . s v
3 G = Woran CHRISTMAS CARDS
Sana A,gg"ém"l';:”d‘;:'i;‘ spplaleche i fe e 0181-781 3022 ASSORTED CHRISTMAS CARDS ARE AVAILABLE @ £2.20 PER PACK OF TEN IF
e R e T = COLLECTED. £2.90 IF POSTED,
TANKARDS 0181-317 4577 ext 213 THE CARD PROPOSED FOR CHRISTMAS 1995 FEATURES THE PAINTING OF SIR
g'{%ﬂ llt?r(-:l Slﬁqt;ﬂ:‘:ﬁg‘;ry Imksm ;gf-f;{dgepri;ef- 12% Fax: 0181-781 3706 WILLIAM CONGREVE (1ST BARONET) AND HIS SON BY PHILIP REINAGLE 1S
s S i e n Fewter. =B ™ REPRODUCED BY PERMISSION OF MRS, AUDREY CON; VE. COLLECTED 36y
5121  RA Badge Etched *Standard Quality’ | Pint Pewter. 15.60 IF POSTED 42p. 2 ok 5

Cheques and Postal Orders should be made payable to the Royal Artillery Association. In the case of cheques from abroad, these should be drawn on a British Bank in Steriing. or Money Orders and Postal Orders should be sent in Sterling.

Foreign cheques attract a substantial handling char,

Prices include Value Added Tax and Postage for U.K. For B.F.P.0. destinations V.

. Visitors to our Shop at Am\le;y House will save postages on the above home prices.
AT is not attracted on orders. However,
will result when a number of items are sent logether. Mmusamenrwﬂrbe made if necessary.

QUOTED PRICES REFER TO EXISTING STOCK, AND CHANGES MAY BE NECESSARY WHEN FRESH STOCKS ARE PURCHASED.,
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the cost of postage normally compensates for the VAT except in the case of large orders. Savings. often considerable,
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MOST of the letters | get
ask for advice, and there is
a certain satisfaction in
being able to give it.

| also receive letters from
those wanting to get some-
thing off their chests. Their
letters are very welcome
because they give me new
perspectives on issues or
confirm old ones.

Just such a letter arrived
recently from a reader in
Nottinghamshire. Detailing
his experiences in the
1950s when he and his wife
were kept apart for five
years because of quarter-
ing shortages, the corre-
spondent said he was sure
today’s Forces ‘“would
never have such a situation
to deal with in peace time”.

His note arrived a few
days after the VJ Day 50th
anniversary commemora-
tions and provided an echo
for remarks made along the
same lines by an old friend.

Many people, watching
footage of the horrors of
war, say today’s young sol-
diers would not survive a
similar experience because

they have grown soft on
post-1945  welfare. We
have heard much of the
Army’s supposed disquiet
at the quality of its new
recruits — they can't
run, have no stami-
na, are whingers
etc, say the critics.

Much of this, of
course, is anecdotal
and useful only to
those traditional crit-
ics of the young -
the old.

Were the raw
recruits of yester-
year really super-fit, well-
fed and motivated?

Given the lack of national
health care and education
in pre-war Britain, | doubt it.

| have a feeling sergeant
majors of every generation
have put their heads in their
hands at first sight of the
softies in front of them and
wondered how they were
expected to turn them into
proper soldiers.

The fact is, they suc-
ceeded. And still do or they
wouldn’t turn out the kind of
soldiers who make crowds

gasp at the precision of
their marching on ceremo-
nial duties, or make us all
wonder at the enthusiasm
and skill with which they
tackle difficult and
dangerous tasks
home and abroad.
When you consider
what our young sol-

diers endured in
Northern Ireland,
what they went

through in the Falk-
lands and the Gulf,
and what they are
currently putting up
with in former Yugoslavia,
can anyone doubt the Army
is still turning out young
men and women of extraor-
dinary calibre?

And what of Service fam-
ilies? They cope with life in
an extraordinary way. Many
young women lose any
hope of a career to marry
their soldiers — and get pre-
cious little help from the
State for doing so.

One soldier’s wife | know
waved goodbye to her hus-
band on a March morning
and didn't see him again

until September. While he
was away on duty she
packed up their flat,
marched out, moved in at a
new location, marched in,
dealt with a useless boiler,
had the car serviced, and
watched as  workmen
removed all the windows in
the house before disap-
pearing for a week!

All in a foreign country.

| would argue that now,
more than ever, the British
Army provides an excellent
environment in which to
develop character, and
strenuous efforts should be
made to defend the Service
against efforts to drag it
closer to the civilian world.

But it needs a constant
supply of young people
attracted to a special way of
life.

There were, last time |
looked, still places on the
Army's bursary scheme.
The Forces sponsor about
700 students a year. In the
current climate of declining
student loans, the package
is attractive.

Some university stu-

We CAN have faith in our youngsters

dents lucky enough to be
selected will receive £500 a
term. After three years they
do a course at Sandhurst,
receive a commission and
serve a minimum of three
years as an officer.

Others aim for the
harder-to-achieve  cadet-
ships, which involve getting
a probationary commission
before going to university
on a small salary and serv-
ing at least five years in the
Army afterwards.

For youngsters thinking
about how to employ their
hard-won A Levels, a
career in the Army is well
worth considering.

The challenges should
still be there.

And we will know that
their instructors have suc-
ceeded when the Class of
‘96 or 2006 sits back in
grey-haired later life to
deplore the unsuitability of
the latest bunch of recruits.

® Cari Roberts presents
Counterpoint on BFBS
radio. Write to her at BFBS,
BFPO 786; or c/o Soldier.

A for effort as
BFG schools

achieve even
better results

THE RISE in A Level pass
rates in the United Kingdom
was matched in Germany.

Sixth form pupils in the
three secondary schools
serving British Forces Ger-
many turned in an overall
pass rate of 86 per cent,
compared with 84 per cent
achieved in the UK.

The improvement is a
two-point increase for Ser-
vice Children's Schools,
and a record.

There was a correspond-
ing one per cent improve-
ment (from 49 to 50) in the
proportion of entries graded
A, B or C — usually needed
for university entrance or to
secure the individual's pre-
ferred courses.

Not a single student
failed in art, business stud-
ies, German and sociology,
despite significant numbers
entering these subjects.
The most pleasing improve-
ment, however, was in the

subject with the highest
number of entries, English.

Sixty-three per cent of
students gained grades A,
B or C, compared to 46 per
cent last year, and 93 per
cent passed.

This compared well with
the results in German, tradi-
tionally the high-flyer in
BFG, which had a 100 per
cent pass rate for an
increased number  of
entries and a 68 per cent
pass at A to C grades.

Individual indications are
that most SCS(NWE) stu-
dents will have little difficul-
ty in securing their first or
second choices for higher
education.

In addition, four students
at Windsor School who fol-
lowed GNVQ vocational
courses as an alternative to
A Levels gained entry to
universities. SCS (North
West Europe) is a defence
agency.

Silky message for the world

i o

Kirsty Dudin (second from right) and her
Federation of Army Wives compatriots
proudly hold aloft a 6.5m-long silk
banner she hand-painted for the presti-
gious United Nations-sponsored fourth
world conference on women in Beijing,

China.

“It is a tremendous honour knowing it
will be stitched to other banners to pro-
duce a single item likely to be several
kilometres in length,” said Kirsty at her

home in Salisbuy.

Her banner incorporates the logos of
42 women'’s organisations in the UK.

Klrsty started painting on silk four
years ago and runs her own one-woman
business, but this is her most ambitious
project to date.

She is the housing member on the
FAW executive, one of 50 groups which

make up the Women’s National Commis-

sion, an advisory body which channels

women’s views to the Government.
Married to Lt Col Roger Dudin, SO1 at

Information Systems Policy and Plans,

HQ Land Command, Kirsty is pleased

that her hand-crafted art helped to publi-
cise the two-week gathering in China.
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AT the end of the two-minute silence at a
service of remembrance and commitment
held in London to mark the 50th anniver-
sary of the end of the Second World War, a
Lancaster bomber flew low over Bucking-
ham Palace.

Its bomb aimer had the Victoria Memor-
ial in his sights. There, the Royal Family
and tens of thousands of war veterans, their
families and spectators, looked up expec-
tantly, writes Laurie Manton.

One million blood-red poppies were
released, hanging like a curtain of remem-
brance in the sky, a vivid reminder of the
sacrifices made during the Second World
War.

Earlier, tears were shed as Viscount
Slim, son of the wartime commander, read
the Kohima epitaph — When you go home,
tell them of us and say, For your tomorrow, we
gave our today — and the nation remem-
bered those who died and those broken in
body and mind by their experiences.

Then, more than 20,000 Second World
War veterans took part in what was dubbed
the Last Big Parade. Many were members
of Gen Bill Slim’s “Forgotten Army”. They
had waited 50 years to be remembered, and
remembered they certainly were.

Flanked by political leaders and chiefs of
defence staffs from around the world, the
Queen and other members of the Royal
Family stepped on to a dais in the Mall to
await the arrival of the marchers.

A handful of heroes holding the Victoria
and George Crosses led the parade. They
included Maj Agansing Rai of the 5th
Royal Gurkha Rifles, who won a VC in
Burma in 1944, and John Kenneally, an
Irish Guardsman who won his VC in
Tunisia in 1943.

Behind them marched flag parties and
veterans from 67 dependent territories,
participating Commonwealth and other
countries who fought for the Crown.

Countries represented ranged from the
Cayman Islands to Sierra Leone and from
Western Samoa to the Republic of Kiribati.
The last-named, formerly the Gilbert
Islands until independence in 1979, was
occupied by Japan in 1942 and was used
for testing British nuclear

weapons — on Christmas Island noya lty’ defence Chiefs

— from 1957 to 1964.

Marching at the head of the R IRl Politicians salute

Burma Star Association contin-

Poppies fall like
tears on the
Last Big Parade

The Queen and Fd Marshal Lord Bramall watch veterans parade along the Mall

Pacific on HMS Whelp and was in Tokyo
Bay when the Japanese signed the surren-
der document. Prince Philip was accompa-
nied by the association’s president,
Viscount Slim, and Countess Mountbatten
of Burma.

Following them were members of 18
other tri-Service organisations including
the Royal British Legion, Women'’s Auxil-
iary Services Burma (WASBIES), the
Dunkirk and Normandy Veterans Associa-
tions, Veterans of the Greek Campaign and
the Italy Star Association.

The Memorable Order of Tin Hats was

ras the Duke of Edin-
ﬁir;;h‘.*alfle l'fad :;;i'eg in tll]:e the OId a"d bOId
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also represented. Founded in 1927, this
little-known brotherhood perpetuates the
unforgettable frontline comradeship devel-
oped over two world wars.

Wartime memories were stirred by the
names of some Army, corps and regimental
associations taking part — for example the
Eighth Army, Monte Cassino and Rats of
Tobruk Associations.

There were special cheers for veterans of
the Indian Army and Gurkha Brigade, the
First Aid Nursing Yeomanry, and the in-
pensioners of the Royal Hospital, Chelsea
wearing their distinctive scarlet frock coats.

Former members of Britain’s
Home Guard and the Women’s
Land Army marched, too.

The Gurkha Brigade Associa-
tion contingent included one
Second World War veteran from
each of the ten Gurkha rifle reg-

Burma Star Association standard bearers march proudly along the Mall from Buckingham Palace

Soldiers of the 3rd Battalion, The Royal Gurkha Rifles march past the Royal dais in the
Mall during the parade from Buckingham Palace

iments which fought with the then Indian
Army. In Ghurka hats for the occasion to
ensure recognition, all but two of the old
soldiers wore honours, including five Mili-
tary Medals and an Indian Distinguished
Service Medal.

The procession, which included a drive-
past of wartime tanks, trucks and

=i
d

Guardsmen at the Victoria Memorial in front of Buck-

ingham Palace take part in the Sunset ceremony

armoured cars from the Invicta Military
Vehicle Preservation Society, took more
than 90 minutes to make its way past the
Queen.

In one of the VIP spectator stands, the
Chief of the Defence Staff, Fd Marshal Sir
Peter Inge, Defence Secretary Michael
Portillo, Armed Forces Minister Nicholas

Soames, former Prime Minister Edward
Heath and Labour Party leader Tony Blair
were among those who responded with
gusto to the old soldiers marching by. They
waved and applauded enthusiastically.
Last past the dais were members of a
marching contingent from the Regular Ser-
@ Turn to Page 20
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The Duke of Edinburgh, present at the surrender
in Tokyo Bay, surprised everyone by joining vet-

erans in the great VJ Day parade

The Prince of Wales met veterans from many of the countries who fought with the Allies,
including a number from the Indian and Nepalese Armies. Behind right (in the white tunic)

R

Cardiff Castle provides the backdrop to the commemorations in Wales

The last big parade

@® From Page 19

vices, including the 1st Battalion, Gren-
adier Guards and the 3rd Battalion, The
Royal Gurkha Rifles, and another from the
Reserves Forces, which included soldiers
from The London Regiment and a female
Army Reserve contingent drawn from vari-
ous Territorial Army units commanded by
Capt Linda Chadwick, Intelligence Corps,
and comprising female soldiers from the
20

London Regiment, Royal Wessex Yeoman-
ry, 124 Petroleum Squadron RL.C and 68
Signal Squadron.

Marching musicians from the Army
were the Massed Bands of The Household
Cavalry, the Bands of the Grenadier, Cold-
stream and Scots Guards, the Band of The
Brigade of Gurkhas and the Pipes and
Drums of the 3rd Battalion, The Royal
Gurkha Rifles.

is a Fijian Army lieutenant colonel currently serving with the United Nations in the Sinai

Britain
says its
UL EL

thank

you to
veterans

MUSIC, pageantry, patriotic readings and
the presence of Royalty combined to tug at
the heartstrings of Second World War vet-
erans far and wide as the V] commemora-
tions drew to a close.

It was, after all, they who were the focal
point as The Final Tribute reached its
climax.

In London, the Admiralty’s Dover
House was transformed into a huge theatri-
cal backdrop to a Beat Retreat and Cere-
mony of Remembrance.

Simultaneously, veterans were assem-
bled at Cardiff Castle, with the Prince of
Wales in attendance, Carrickfergus Castle,
Belfast, where the Duke of York — Colonel-
in-Chief of the Royal Irish Regiment — was
present, and Edinburgh Castle, attended
by the Princess Royal.

Just after 8 pm on August 20, the Band of
the Scots Guards entered Horse Guards
playing I Belong To Glasgow. The Band of
the Grenadier Guards followed with The
British Grenadiers. RAF and Royal Marines

£ ,

Musicians in the Massed Bands of the Houshold Cavalry take part in the 50th anniversary ser-
vice of remembrance and commitment at the Victoria Memorial in front of Buckingham Palace.

Director of Music was Maj Bob Garrity

bands joined them, floodlights were
switched on and the massed bands
launched into Walton’s Crown Imperial.

As Parry’s I Was Glad was sung by a 300-
strong choir augmented by five trumpeters
from each Service, the Royal party arrived.

Fd Marshal Lord Bramall, Lord Lieu-
tenant of Greater London, escorted the
Queen, the Duke of Edinburgh and Prince
Edward to the Royal Box, to join Viscount
Slim, Prime Minister John Major and other
dignitaries.

The massed bands marched slowly for-
ward, playing Elgar’s Pomp and Circum-
stance No. 4. Then came the evocative
sound of an air-raid siren, followed by the
first bars of Beethoven’s Fifth Symphony —
the V for Victory signal . . .

A Commonwealth medley by the massed
bands at Horse Guards gave way to a read-
ing from Dylan Thomas’s And Death Shall
Hawve No Dominion by Lord Tonypandy,
former Speaker of the Commons.

The huge screens suspended at either
side of the stage burst into life and the first
of the live television broadcasts from the
other three chosen venues was under way.

On the stage at Cardiff Castle, a sopra-
no sang in Welsh, a 550-strong male voice
choir adding a backing before they them-
selves did full justice to Cwm Rhonda.

In London, a Welsh dragon and a vast
Union flag, projected onto the buildings at
Horse Guards, dominated the arena.

Lt Col David Price, Scots Guards, the
Director of Music, raised his baton for a
salute to the Services.

The giant, ghostly images on the back-
drop changed from sailors to soldiers to
fighter pilots, with women looking sky-
wards, as the foot bands moved forward to
play, in turn, Jack The Lad and Rule Bri-
tannia, and, joined by the mounted bands,
There’s Something Abour A Soldier and the
Dambusters March.

The senior ranks of Equity seemed to

A veteran salutes the Queen in the Mall

Jaffrey, the Far Eastern section of the

evening began in London. :
An image of a Gurkha was projected on
to the clock tower overlooking Horse
Guards and the choir began to whistle the
tune most redolent of the hell

N
e

which the jungle veterans had
endured 50 years previously -
the River Kwai March (Colonel
Bogey).

The tune was taken up by the
massed bands, followed by a
song which will continue to be
sung by members of the Burma
Star Association until they
draw their last breath: The Road
To Mandalay.

As the reading which fol-
lowed came to an end, with the
words: Best of the brave, most
generous of the generous, never
had a country wmore grateful
Jriends than you, the Pipes and
Drums of the 3rd Battalion,

The Royal Gurkha Rifles
entered the arena to warm
applause.

The Gurkhas moved off, a
tartan backdrop appeared on
the Horse Guards buildings,
and massed pipes and drums
on the torch-lit esplanade at
Edinburgh Castle marched
simultaneously on to the two

Daimler armoured car during the drive past

have been enlisted for the occasion as, one
by one, Keith Michell, Joan Plowright (For
Those In Peril On The Sea), Denis Quilley
(Kipling’s Tommy Atkins) and Sir John
Mills (Fohnny Head In Air) gave readings.

A huge symbolic harp was displayed on
the backdrop as actor Mark McGann read
Thomas Moore’s Minstrel Boy and the
second live television link, this time with
Northern Ireland, got under way.

A youthful dance troop and a flute band
display at Carrickfergus were succeeded by
the massed bands playing St Patrick’ s Day.

Ushered in by an extract from Joseph
Conrad’s Youth, read by Indian actor Saeed

A veteran stands proudly in salute in the turret of a

television screens for the third
live link-up.

The Heroes of St Valery, The
Green Hills Of Tyrol and When The Batile Is
Ower proved an ideal choice for an evening
of bitter-sweet nostalgia.

To a “homecoming” backdrop, the
massed bands in London took over the
mantle to play a mixrure of victory tunes,
Dame Judi Dench gave a reading and two
guns from The King’s Troop RHA were
wheeled in.

The slides changed to V] Day newspaper
headlines and then to giant poppies as
Edward Fox read Frank Thompson’s Pol-
liciti Meliora.

Foot bands marched slowly forward and
@ Turn to next page
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A grateful
nation says
thank you

® From Page 21

the orchestra, choir and trumpeters stirred
the emotions with Ferusalem.

More than 600 children, each bearing an
electric candle, formed a huge, hollow
cross, the cue for the Queen, preceded by
two Gurkha orderly officers marching in
slow time, to walk down the centre of the
human cross to the stage from where she
addressed the nation.

“The Second World War was the most
destructive war in history,” she said. “We
fought it against an evil which threatened
our freedom and our way of life.

“ . . . Our dogged endurance left our
resources much depleted. Yet, in the end,
we came through triumphant.

“It is right, therefore, that those who
enabled us to achieve the victory should
take pride of place in these final commem-
orations. Tonight, we salute them, just as
we did on V] Day 50 years ago.”

Six buglers from the Corps of Drums,
1st Battalion, Grenadier Guards, played
the Last Post and Under Officer Peter Baker
from South East London Army Cadet
Force read the perennially moving Kohima
epitaph.

22
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Distinctive head-dress:

Reflecting the international

flavour of the VJ commemoration weekend, Grenadier
Guardsmen Mark Eckersley and Steve Guest are pictured
with soldiers from the Jordanian Army contingent

2

At Wellington Barracks, Cpl Matthew Boak, 2
Gren Gds, admires some of the flags of more
than 60 countries taking part in the parade

As an image of row upon row of crosses
was displayed above the stage, members of
The King’s Troop fired a single round —
signal for a two-minute silence across the
nation — after which the choir, orchestra,
band and trumpeters joined in Holst’s [
Vow To Thee My Country, followed by

Vaughan Williams’s arrangement of All
People That On Earth Do Duwell.

The Queen, the Duke of Edinburgh and
Prince Edward left for the short journey
down the Mall to the Sunset ceremony,
culmination of the weekend’s commemo-
rations.

Massed bands led the procession, play-
ing the Burma Campaigners’ March, and
the young candle-bearers followed their
Sovereign.

Bands, choir, children and audience of
thousands sang Abide With Me as the
Queen and Prince Philip stood on a dais in
front of the Palace.

A heart-felt rendition of The Day Thou
Givest Lord Has Ended was followed by two
acts of symbolism which will be indelibly
printed on the memories of all who were
there.

To the strains of Sunset, the Common-
wealth flags which surrounded the winged
statue of Victory proudly topping the Vic-
toria Memorial were lowered by members
of the 1st Battalion, Grenadier Guards,
who the day before had provided a march-
ing contingent for the colossal veterans’
parade and, throughout this unique week-
end, had acted as stewards to the elderly
participants.

Then, as a spotlight picked them out
high on the roof of the Buckingham Palace,
ten Gurkha pipers played the lament com-
posed for the heroes of Kohima — whose
bravery around a tennis court battlefield in
far off Assam had turned the Japanese tide.

The National Anthem was sounded,

ON THE day of the big parade, the drill
square at Wellington Barracks echoed to
the sound of many tongues and took on a
multi-coloured hue.

It was here that the flag parties and vet-
erans from Britain’s other wartime armies
gathered to prepare for the big day.

Gibraltarians mingled with Solomon
Islanders and Sri Lankans, while wartime
Nepalese generals rubbed shoulders with
Namibians and Israelis.

Two kilted London Scots, LCpl
Graham Kamara and Pte James Clark,
met three members of the 2nd Fiji
Infantry Regiment who had travelled
from their United Nations duties in Israel
to attend.

One of the Fijians — SSgt Maciu
Davobalavu — wore the Legion d’Honneur
he had received for saving the lives of
three wounded French soldiers in the
Lebanon.

The Fijians’ parade uniform attracted
the attentions of many other troops. They
wore a traditional “skirt”, or sufu, part of
Fiji’s national costume.

Grenadier Guardsmen Mark Eckersley
and Steve Guest took the opportunity to
compare uniforms with soldiers from the

Soldiers of the
world unite

Jordanian Army contingent. Both groups
wear distinctive headdress.

At 6ft 3in without his bearskin, Mark
towered above the Jordanian troops in
their red-and-white Arab keffiyeh head-
dress held in place by an agal - two rings
made of goat’s wool fibre.

One Maltese Second World War veter-
an, Lt Col Gustav Caruana, chairman of
the Royal British Legion (Malta), had
taken part in the 1946 Victory Parade.
Then, he carried the regimental Colours
of the 1st King’s Own Malta Regiment, at
the head of the parade, to mark the British
people’s regard for the George Cross
Island.

Now a stalwart of the Royal British
Legion’s Malta branch, he told Soldier
that he carried the Colours from six in the
morning to two o’clock in the afternoon.

“It’s so gratifying to be back again after
almost 50 years. I just had to return,” he
said.

Before the parade, the flags of the 67
dependent territories, participating Com-
monwealth and other countries who
fought under the Crown were hung over a
railing for safe keeping and to allow any
creases to fall out.

FIVE Gurkha heroes of the Second
World War were féted wherever they
went while visiting Britain for the VJ 50th
anniversary commemorations. Members
of the public and veterans alike were
eager to shake the hands of the old sol-
diers, each of whom had the distinction
of winning the Victoria Cross in Burma.
The four in the picture, (left to right) Hon
Capt Ganju Lama, Hon Capt Gaje Ghale,
Havildar Bhangbhata Gurung and Hon
Capt Agansing Rai (Havildar Lachhiman
Gurung was absent) were visiting
Church Crookham in Hampshire to be
honoured by their modern counterparts,
soldiers from the 3rd Battalion, The
Royal Gurkha Rifles.

Each of the old Gurkhas was involved
in actions of incredible bravery in the
face of the enemy.

Capt Ganju Lama, for example,
destroyed two Japanese tanks. Wound-
ed by machine-gun fire, he crawled to
within 30 yards of the tanks and knocked
them out with a PIAT anti-tank weapon.
He then engaged the tank crews with
hand grenades before allowing medics
to treat his wounds.

Before attending the VJ Day events in

London, the VCs were guests of RHQ The
Brigade of Gurkhas and 3 RGR. During
their visit to Church Crookham, they were

b \A A

The Princess of Wales, Prince Harry and,
behind them, Gen Sir Charles Guthrie, Chief of
the General Staff, watch from the Royal dais as
thousands of veterans make their proud way
along the Mall

entertained by the Band of the Brigade of
Gurkhas and the Pipes and Drums of the
3rd Battalion, The Royal Gurkha Rifles.

three cheers were proffered to the Queen,
who was later to appear twice on the palace
balcony with the Duke of Edinburgh, and
Lt Col Price saluted his monarch.

But the crowd was reluctant to leave,
eagerly singing rousing renditions of Rule
Britannia, Land of Hope and Glory and

Auld Lang Syne in quick succession, waving
paper flags while the children waved their
candles.

It was an unforgettable culmination to a
weekend, the purpose of which, in the
Queen’s words, was to thank those who
had fought for their country, and to

remember those who had died. As the cur-
tain finally came down on commemora-
tions of Second World War events, she
stressed that there were no “forgotten
armies” — just a vast number of men and
women who had fought for, and saved, the
future of the free world.
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What's in a name? Two veteran sappers attending the Sunset ceremony in Edin-

LB

Four members of the Royal British Legion’s Malta branch pose for Soldier before the big
parade. Pictured (left to right) are Mr L Camilleri, RBL (Malta); Maj E Micallef Eynaud, ex-Royal
Malta Artillery; Lt Col W Attard, ex-RMA; and Lt Col Gustav Caruana, ex-King's Own Malta
Regiment. Col Caruana carried the Colours on the 1946 Victory Parade

Final victory

burgh were 77-year-old James Bird Montgomery (left) and Harry Winston
Churchill (79). Both served with 1052 Corps Royal Engineers in Europe during
the Second World War and have remained in touch since
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Joan Edwards, wife of a former national secre-
tary, and George Mutton of the South West
London branch

Manning the Burma Star Association stand at
the veterans’ centre in central London are (from
left) national secretary Walford Hughes, Mrs

marked far

and wide

FROM Exeter to Stornoway and from
Brentwood to Bosnia, commemorations
were held over the weekend of August 19
and 20 to mark the 50th anniversary of V]
Day and the end of the Second World War,

More than 1,000 veterans marched
through the streets of York, home of the
headquarters of the 2nd Divi-
sion, after a service in York
Minster.

The service was attended by
the Duke and Duchess of
Kent, the Duke wearing his
field marshal’s uniform. The
sermon was given by the
Bishop to HM Forces, the Rt
Rev John Kirkham, with the
Rev Haydn Jones, Assistant
Chaplain General, officiating.

The Duchess gave the first
reading and Maj Gen Geof-
frey Collin, of the Burma Star
Association, the second. A 25-
pounder gun salute was fired
by the 3rd Regiment Royal
Horse Artillery to signal the
beginning and end of the
minute’s silence during the
service.

Afterwards, young men and  and
women from Army, Sea and
24

Alma Kent (78) visited
the veterans’ centre in
London wearing her
wartime uniform. An
Army nurse in Singa-
pore, she was captured
with her soldier hus-
band, LCpl John Kent,
imprisoned  in
Changi, where he died.

Air Cadet forces, Boys’ and Girls’ Brigades
and Scouts and Guides lined the route as
the veterans marched through the streets.

Minutes before the march-past, the RAF
Battle of Britain Memorial Flight flew
northwards up the river Ouse, over the dais
near the bridge where the Duke of Kent
took the salute.

Soldiers from the Grenadier
and Scots Guards based at
ITC Catterick led the march
past, which included more
than 50 standard bearers.
Organisations represented
included the Burma Star Asso-
ciation, the Royal British
Legion, the Far East Prisoners
of War, and Dunkirk and Nor-
mandy Veterans’ Associations.

In Scotland, a service of
commemoration was held in
St Giles Cathedral in Edin-
burgh, attended by the
Princess Royal, military and
civilian dignitaries and 650
war veterans.

The Pipes and Drums of
the 1st Battalion, The King’s
Own Scottish Borderers pro-
vided musical support.

In the evening, Edinburgh

Middlesex Regimental Association members
pictured beside the Tyndareus memorial stone
at the National Army Museum in Chelsea. Many

Castle formed the backdrop for the Sunset
ceremony, a musical commemoration to
mark the end of the Second World War. It
was performed on the Esplanade by more
than 500 musicians, and comprised serv-
ing members of the Armed Forces, veter-
ans from the Royal British Legion Scotland
and the Witwatersrand Rifles from South
Africa.

The ceremony, which began at 9pm
when the Princess Royal arrived, closed
with a lone piper dressed in Second World

of them were prisoners of the Japanese. The
occasion was a VJ service of remembrance and
thanksgiving, the first to be held in the museum

War uniform, followed by a five-minute
firework display, and was a spectacular yet
moving occasion.

Up to 20,000 veterans watched the
Sunset ceremony on video screens in
Princes Street.

Ceremonies to mark the end of the
Second World War took place throughout
Scotland.

Cardiff Castle provided the perfect back-
drop for a day of commemorations and cel-
ebrations in Wales on August 20.

The float of the Soldiers’, Sailors’ and Airmen’s Families Association (SSAFA), one of many
representing tri-Service welfare organisations which took part in London’s great VJ Day 50th
anniversary parade along the Mall

Some 8,000 veterans, their families and
friends filed into the castle grounds for a
programme poignant with memories and
tributes.

The Prince of Wales, escorted by Maj
Gen Ian Freer, GOC Wales, was in atten-
dance throughout the day, which began
with the solemnity of a Drumhead service
and ended in a blaze of colour with the
Beating of Retreat and a firework display.

Feedback from the veterans had been
extremely favourable, said Col Richard

Ginn of HQ Wales and Western District.

Members of Glamorgan Army Cadet
Force had saved the day as far as keeping
the audience and participants cool, he said.

They had moved water from bowsers to
soldiers and veterans in the baking heat.

A service for veterans in St Anne’s
Cathedral, Belfast, was attended by the
Duke of York, Colonel-in-Chief of The
Royal Irish Regiment.

He later went on to a Beating of Retreat
and Sunset service at Carrickfergus Castle.
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Above — Massed Bands of the Household Cavalry prepare for the service of remem-
brance and commitment in the presence of the Queen

Right — A lone piper on the Edinburgh Castle Esplanade and dressed in Second
World War uniform signals the end of the city’s 50th anniversary ceremonies in the
presence of the Princess Royal

Below - The Pipes and Drums of the 1st Battalion, The King's Own Scottish Border-
ers provide the music at a service outside St Giles Cathedral, Edinburgh

Above - London’s biggest
fireworks display, watched
by the Queen on board the
Britannia, brings the Satur-
day programme of Tribute
and Promise to a spectacu-
lar and ear-splitting climax

Below — Parachute Regiment
veterans march proudly
through the streets of York
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Members of some of the bands who took part in the pageantry at Carrickfergus Castle, Northern Ireland in the pres-
ence of the Duke of York (inset). The service coincided with commemorations in London, Cardiff and Edinburgh
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IN January 1941, Reg Dance, serving
with the 1st Bucks Battalion, the
Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire
Light Infantry, married his childhood
sweetheart, Maisie. Three weeks later
she was badly injured in a bombing
raid on London and she died eight
weeks after the wedding.

Determined to hit back at the enemy,
he volunteered for the RAF at the first

opportunity, transferring in early 1942
to the Glider Pilot Regiment, where he
was among the initial batch of recruits
at Tilshead.

Promoted to staff sergeant, Reg was
involved in the airborne invasion of
Sicily from North Africa in 1943, trans-
ferring to E Squadron on his return to
the United Kingdom. He flew a Horsa -
packed with men from the Royal Ulster

Rifles, a jeep and a trailer — across the
Channel to Normandy to take part in
the D-Day invasion.

In the weeks that followed, Reg
stood by for many operations, all of
them were cancelled because of the
rapid movement of Allied troops on the
ground in Europe. Eventually, Arnhem
got the green light and he flew again,
this time carrying men from the King’s

Own Scottish Borderers, at the start of
a unique and incredible episode.

He and his comrade, Stan Clowe —
who kept a record of places and dates
during their journey, written some-
times with a burnt stick on wallpaper
stripped from a ruined building — had
always threatened to commit the tale to
paper.

Sadly, this ambition perished with

Stan’s death ten years ago. Reg, how-
ever, shared with Soldier his memories
of an amazing trek through Silesia and
Western Poland.

@ After his epic journey, Reg, now 76,
wanted to re-join his regiment, but was
declared medically unfit. He spent the
last few months of his Army service in
the Military Secretary’s office in
London, eventually becaming a tax

inspector. Reg’s elder son, Terry, also
pursued an Army flying career, serv-
ing almost 18 years in the Army Air
Corps. A helicopter pilot, he complet-
ed four tours in Northern Ireland and
two in the Falklands before leaving the
Regular Army. He is now in the TA.
Reg’s other son, Stephen, is a pro-
fessional Victorian military expert,
particularly on the Boer War period.

Baclk home to
via Arnhem a

I DON’T really want to say anything

about the Arnhem operation, because
so much has been written abourt it, except
that the take-off, landing and battle were
probably the most exciting time of my life.

As for the chaps of the air landing
brigades, they were the unsung heroes as far
as I am concerned. I am terrifically proud of
the blokes we carried.

They weren’t paratroops or glider pilots —
just ordinary soldiers who, like us, had no
parachutes: they came straight out of lorries
into the back of our huge plywood gliders.

A few hours before the lads were due to
pull out and go back across the Rhine, I was
badly wounded in the back and partially
paralysed down the right side.

I tried to move off with them, but I could-
n’t make it, so had to wish them good luck
and goodbye.

It was two or three days later, I think,
before the first German troops actually
reached me. They were extremely good, and
did all they could. They got a private car,
laid me on its roof, stretched a blanket tight-
ly over me and, with one of them on each
side of the running board, drove off.

They got me to a German field hospital
and I was given an injection, presumably to
try and counteract any gangrene. I was put
in a German ambulance,
where I was the only
British soldier: the rest
appeared to be SS men
wounded in the fighting at
Arnhem.

At Apeldoorn, north-
ern Holland, I was off-
loaded into the hospital,
where they operated on
me.

Unfortunately, within
48 hours, I was told to get
dressed and had to stag-
ger with many wounded
comrades to a railway
siding, where we were put
on a cattle truck-type
train.

At Fallingbostel we
were marched into Stalag
IT B. Two days later I and many others —
mainly glider pilots — were put on another
train which took us through the outskirts of
Berlin, which was an absolute shambles. It
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Reg Dance in 1946

had been flattened. We were marched
through the town of Saagen, to show off to
the German people the much-vaunted
British Airborne Forces, and found our-
selves in Stalag 8 C.

Conditions in the camp were extremely
bad, and my wound gradually got worse. I
think my comrades thought I'd had it, but

Reg Dance |

SOLDIER
talks to Phil Wilcox interview

they managed to get someone in to see me,
and I was moved to the hospital hut, just
outside the main compound.

A young Frenchman commandeered as
medical officer carried out three operations
on my back — rather crude affairs — but he
found a piece of my battledress uniform
embedded deep in my shoulder, almost
down on to my lung.

It was bitterly cold: Christmas went by,
and I think it was some time in January 1945
when I thought I heard the sound of gunfire.

We suddenly noticed the main camp was
exceptionally quiet and discovered that the
lads had all been marched out, heading
westwards in the same direction that all the
refugees were going.

As the gunfire got closer,
we heard from a guard
that the SS would move
into the camp shortly, and
decided to get out.

One German sentry
obligingly turned the
other way, so we cut
through the wire, headed
towards the main road
and turned east. I've no
idea how long it took, or
how many of us there
were. As I had been flat on
my back in the camp and
had had no exercise, it was
all I could do to keep
stumbling along.

When we reached the
outskirts of Breslau, we
got well and truly mixed up with the Russian
guns which were pulverising the city. Some
of the lads were made to work, feeding
ammunition to the guns.

After a day or two we reached what
appeared to be the town of Oels. . . At least,
that’s the sign I saw at the side of the road,
but part of it was missing, so the name could
have been longer.

The town itself was well and truly
smashed up.

We came across the heads of cattle
and horses slaughtered some time
before, preserved in the snow, and we
tried to boil the tongues. They tasted
like India rubber but dispelled our
hunger for a while.

I noticed one or two new faces in the
crowd, so reckoned we were being joined by
other British PoWs who had got out, been
released or come off farms on which they
had been working.

I found a bike with a tyre on the back but
nothing on the front, but thought I might be
able to get ahead a little way, wait for the
others to catch me up, and maybe find some
food for us all.

Not for the first time, I came across a
bunch of drunken Russians.

‘Deutsch, Deutsch’, they said, and a
Tommy gun was practically pushed to the
back of my throat. I kept saying ‘English,
Engelski’, but it made no difference.

Then I remembered that I had still got my
Air Corps wings, so I pointed to the crown
in the centre and said: ‘Anglie Charlie’.

I could see that, even in their drunken
stupor, the Russians realised there was no
crown in the emblem of Nazi Germany . . .

When my comrades caught up, we stum-
bled on.

Next day, I again went ahead and encoun-
tered more Russians who wanted to kill me.

I became aware of horses’ hooves on the
road and saw coming towards me a figure
which would have been more in place on the
stage of Covent Garden.

It was a high-ranking Russian offi-
cer, astride a horse caked to its midriff
in dried mud, but he was in an immac-
ulate uniform, with the most glam-
orous overcoat I've ever seen’.

He drew level, looked down at me, smiled
and said: ‘English?’, to which I was very glad
to reply in the affirmative. Having estab-
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lished that I and my fellow
prisoners of war were
hoping to get to Russia, he
replied: “Very difficult,
very difficult’.

He singled out a charac-
ter who had a rifle slung
over his shoulder and said:
“This man will take you to
Russia. Good luck.” Then
he rode off.

That night, we found an
old farm building, some
coal and fuel and about
401b of potatoes and, with
a fire going and a share-
out of food, it really did
seem luxurious.

We felt a good deal safer
with our Russian friend
and eventually reached
Gliwice and Katowice in
the coal-mining area of
Poland.

By this time, my legs
were like matchsticks and
I had a left knee the size of
a football. My mates
found a Russian woman
who had something to do
with the medical services.
She examined my knee,
gave me what appeared to
be an aspirin, and told me
to get into a rough bed to
rest.

My comrades had to
leave, but I said: ‘If you get
orders to move, come back
for me. For God’s sake, don’t leave me here, or
Il never be heard of again’.

Next morning, the door burst open, and
Sgt Mick Keeley whipped me on to an open
lorry, and away we went. We were driven to
a huge railway siding and boarded a long
train of cattle wagons.

The floor was covered in about two inches
of filthy, lice-ridden straw, with two layers of
planks to accommodate as many men as
possible. In the centre of the wagon was a
huge stove, with a supply of wood for the
fire.

We trundled on for many days: every so
often there would be a stop and we would be
given soup and some rough bread.

Reg Dance DFM as he is today

The countryside was absolutely flat, with
nothing to see except snow, and this terrible
wind blowing. I assume this was the Russian
steppes.

Eventually, we reached what had obvious-
ly been a fair-size city, smashed beyond
recognition. It was Odessa, on the Black
Sea.

We were marched to a camp area and told
to strip. Our clothes were handed to women
who pushed them into steam ovens for de-
lousing, while we were motioned to another
area where hot water dribbled out of metal
pipes. We had what you could call a shower.

Our clothes were tipped out of the hot
ovens and thrown on the floor where the

Picture: Mike Weston

cold air got to them. They immediately
became wet with condensation.

We were pushed into a building that at
least had a roof on it and we made ourselves
as comfortable as we could.

Looking at the guards survounding
us, I was not the only one to consider
that maybe all we had done was
exchange our vole as British prisoners-
of-war of the Germans to that of British
PoWs of the Russians.

We were approached by an RAF officer,
who told us he represented the British Gov-
ernment in Odessa, and that his job was to
get us out. He pleaded with us not to do any-
thing to upset the Russians, since everything
depended on a ship reaching Odessa full of
Russian prisoners freed on the Western
Front.

We were escorted to a long jetty, at the end
of which I could see a ship flying the British
flag, and were called up one at a time to a
table on the dockside. Having given my
name, rank and number, I was eventually
allowed to walk up the gang-plank past two
Russian soldiers with machine-guns across
their chests.

A merchant seaman pushed a huge pork
chop, roast potatoes and beans, and a pint of
beer in front of me, but I couldn’t do any of
it justice, apologised, and was shown to a
bunk. My knee was treated and I was given
vitamin tablets to help the wound to heal.

When they weighed me, I was exactly
seven stone.When you consider that I
am 6ft and my fighting weight was 12st
11b, you can see how far down I'd gone.

We returned through the Bosphorus and
Dardanelles, Constantinople, the Greek
islands and Naples, where we took on
another two or three hundred ex-PoWs,
most of whom had come down through
Austria and Northern Italy.

While crossing the Bay of Biscay we heard
over the tannoy that Roosevelt had died.

A day later we reached the United King-
dom and boarded trains. At Beaconsfield
trucks were waiting to take us to a camp,
where we were given thorough medical
examinations, including X-rays.

Those of us not taken to hospital (some of
the lads were found to have TB) were given
new uniforms and underwear and the ladies
of Beaconsfield and the surrounding villages
came in to sew on our badges of rank, wings
and divisional signs.

Then came our leave passes and double
ration cards . .. and home.

A brief message I had sent from Odessa,
courtesy of the RAF officer — “Free. Safe and
well. See you soon’ — had, thankfully,
been forwarded to my mother and
fiancee.

Reg Dance had returned from
Arnhem at last.
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Write to : SOLDIER Ordnance Road Aldershot Hants GU11 2DU

I READ with interest Ian
Davidson’s letter about his
campaign to clean up war
memorials (July 10).

As the cemetery manager of
the London Borough of
Southwark I decided to have a

good look at the memorials in
the council’s cemeteries.
Although the majority are
maintained by the Common-
wealth War Graves Commis-
sion (and very well, I must
add), I have now instigated a

Southwark support for memorials campaign

scheme whereby the few erect-
ed by the local authority will
be inspected and maintained
on a regular basis.

Although I am not an ex-
Serviceman I agree whole-
heartedly with Mr Davidson

that we must honour our war
dead. We owe these men and
women so much and I feel that
organisations and local
authorities must fulfil their
obligations. — T M Connor,
London SE23.

Colours
caught

on the
camera

I WOULD suggest that
many schools, especially
those with an Army or Royal
Navy background, have their
own Colours (Letters, July
24, August 21).

I have a photograph taken
in 1941 of the speech day
parade at King Edward’s
School, Witley, showing the
Colours and Escort led by

the school captain with
drawn sword.
Sailor’s uniform  was

normal wear at this school
until the early Sixties, when
girls were admitted for the
first time.

The school was founded
in 1553 by Edward VI, so
pre-dates both Queen Victo-
ria School and the Duke of
York’s by about 300 years.

Surely schools like the
Gordon Boys at Woking and
the Royal Caledonian,
Bushey, would also have
Colours? — W A Wadge,
Feltham, Middx.

Why | shall wear my
Greek Star with pride

I WAS recently summoned to
the Greek Embassy in London,
where I received my 1941-45
Greek Star, plus a very nice
illuminated certificate.

I told the Greek military
attach¢ I would be wearing
mine below British awards on
the V] march on August 19,
along with all the other Greek
theatre lads who have received
their awards to date.(He smiled
and made no comment.)

The pity is that they will not
all have been issued in time for
this last big parade of the old
sweats, commemorating our
lads of the Far East theatres
and the ending of the Second
World War.

We in the Monte Cassino
Veterans Association always
remind folk that we wear our
medals not for self-aggrandise-
ment but in honour and
memory of all our lads who
never made it back.

My advice is to wear them
and ignore the silly pettifogging
politicians and their stupid
edicts. — Harry Ellis (ex-
SAS/SBS), Halstead, Essex.

Kiwis in Far East

YOU report in your VJ 50th
anniversary commemoration
(August 21) that the 2nd New
Zealand Division fought the
Japanese in the Solomon
Islands.

I served in the 8th Army in
Italy, latterly with 7th
Armoured Brigade.

At the very end of April
1945, the 8th fought its last
pitched battle in crossing the
River Giaina, a few miles short
of the Po.

If my memory serves me cor-
rectly, my brigade supported
2NZ and 43rd (Gurkha)
Brigade. The former went on
30

over the Po and led the
advance on Venice.

Unless they left immediately
afterwards, it is difficult to see
that they could have been in
the Solomons by August 1945,

Perhaps someone out there
with more knowledge (or a
better memory than mine!) can
clarify. — Lt Col (Retd) Geof-
frey Davis, Harpenden,
Herts.

® Your memory serves you well,
Colonel - ‘2nd" should have read
‘3rd”. A case of divisional digital
dysfunction. The 2nd was indeed
being kept busy in Italy. — Editor

-

Mediterranean theatre veteran Harry Ellis receives his illuminated
certificate from a member of the Greek Embassy in London

Medals: how
do they check?

I HAD not realised before
reading your article (July 10)
how much cash was going to
good causes from the sale of
some commemorative medals.

However, speaking as an old
campaigner for a Suez medal,
one of the reasons for the Min-
istry of Defence not granting it
so long after the event was and
is the cost of checking to
ensure applicants were enti-
tled.

How do they get round this
snag? — Harry Whitehead,
Keighley, W Yorks.

Fed up with
the moaners

I AM fed up with people who
condemn those of us who wear
medals paid for out of our own
pockets. I wonder how many of
those who complain have been
helped financially by the Royal

British Legion over the years?
The Legion has received
£149,000 just from the sale of
the National Service Medal,
which I bought.

I am the holder of the 1939-
45 Star, the France-Germany
Star, the Defence Medal and
the War Medal 1939-45. It was
not my fault that I didn’t get to
other parts of the world to
qualify for other medals. — Vet~
eran (name and address
supplied), Manchester.

Aussies have
the right idea

THE new Australian Service
Medal (Letters, August 7) is a
great idea — so simple in con-
cept yet covering and curing
what has obviously been a rash
of festering grievances.

Why can’t our MoD do
something similar? Certainly it
would satisfy me, who has been
campaigning for a GSM for
Suez 1951-54 over many
unsuccessful years. - W H D
Podd, Lowestoft, Suffolk.

'BIRD’S EYE-VIEW

“All this remembering
is too hard on the
constitution, Fred . ..
let’s go back to being
the Forgotten Army”

This day Ccr

NO DOUBT the big

parade in London on
August 19 to commemo-
rate the end of the Second

World War will be fully
covered elsewhere in your
excellent journal.

For me the connection began
earlier, for I had been accorded
the honour of taking lunch at
Lancaster House with the
Queen and other heads of state
and military dignitaries from
around the world.

The reception and the
people, from Government
members up to those of the
royal family with whom I con-
versed, were as natural and
friendly as anyone could have
wished.

Surprisingly all seemed to be
aware of the Italy Star Associa-
tion and of who I was. Obvious-
ly all had done their homework,
or had been very well briefed.

It was a proud and satisfying
moment when the members of
the association’s contingent

passed the saluting dais in the
Mall, led by our standard, with
escorts, and with Graham
Swain, the national secretary,
at their head.

Members had travelled from

owned

all branches to be present
for this special day.
To all those who took
part in the organisation of
S0 vast a project, my sincere
thanks, for this day crowned all
days. — Maurice Cheadle
(Founder and National
Chairman, Italy Star Asso-
ciation), Barton on Sea,
Hants.

A cut above ...

ON THE subject of infantry
training battalions, during my
National Service 1 did 18
weeks’ intensive training with
the 30th from July 1947 at
Pinefield Camp at Elgin. My
platoon, the 29th, was chosen
as honour guard and was
inspected by Monty.

We were a cut above the
other National Servicemen in
that most of us were ex-Army
Cadet Force and potential

NCOs. I finished my two years
at Catterick after service in
Sudan and Egypt with the
Green Howards and GHQ
MELPF, Fayid, Egypt.

I have subscribed to Soldier
since I left the Army in 1949
and have every copy stored
away (I have had to reinforce
the loft because of the weight).
It is a great magazine — keep up
the good work! — G Mow-
forth, Hull.

I_ETI'ERS

‘Chinese
fought
for
Canada
In the
trenches’

A NEWSPAPER in Canada
has reported that the country
recruited 70,000 Chinese
labourers to fight alongside its
own troops in the First World
War.

About 15,000 of the Chinese
died in the trenches in France,
says the report, after being
transported across Canada by
rail.

Others, including Japanese,
blacks, Sikhs, native Indians
and French Canadians all
fought alongside 600,000
Canadians of British origin,
the newspaper claims.

The Sun newspaper quotes a
documentary film-maker as
saying: “I was surprised as I
researched to see how many
ethnic groups were involved.
The Japanese won medals and
then some of them were
interned in the Second World
War.”

I was utterly amazed when I
read this. In all my life, includ-
ing military service, I have
never seen newsreel film or
heard mention of any Chinese
in France.

Could anyone verify if this is
indeed true and, if so, what else
have we never been told? —
James B Cummings, Victo-
ria, British Columbia.

® Chinese, Indians and Egyp-
tians, among others, were recruit-
ed by the Imperial authorities for
labouring duties in port and base
areas, rather than the front line. In
1917 the Labour Corps was set up
and at its height in 1918 its
strength was 395,000, according
to the official history of the Royal
Pioneer Corps. — Editor

JCorrespondents are asked to
keep letters brief and to print
their names and addresses
when not typed. Unsigned con-
tributions will not be consid-
ered, but anonymity will be
preserved where requested as
long as a name and address is
provided as proof of good faith,
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BOOKING out as executive
deputy chairman of London
publishers Brassey’s is Maj Gen
Tony Trythall.

An officer in the Royal Army
Education Corps for more than 30
years, he first had contact with
Soldier in the 1950s as a member
of the British Army News Unit.

His association with the
Brassey's organisation - which
publishes books mainly on
defence, military history, strategy
and tactics and military technique
— began on his retirement from
the Army in 1984.

“While the Cold War was at its
height, the publications were
always an invaluable source of
information and understanding to

the people of the West,” he said.

“All of that has changed now, of
course, but, in my opinion, things
are much less stable these days.
You only have to look at the Gulf,
Iran, Kurdistan, Bosnia and so on
to realise that books and journals
will still need to be published to
further readers’ knowledge.”

A series of books on land war-
fare, published by the company in
co-operation with the Royal Mili-
tary College of Science, Shriven-
ham, and targeted at young
officers, is one example.

An accomplished author him-
self (he wrote a biography of Gen
Boney Fuller, who helped to
found the Royal Tank Regiment),
the general still chuckles at one

End of a chapter for general

incident during his time at
Brassey'’s.

A newspaper reporter, invited
to the launch of a book written by
a German author about his expe-
riences as ADC to a high-ranking
Second World War officer, wrote
how he enjoyed meeting Fd Mar-
shal von Manstein, the (long-
dead) officer in question.

“I felt then that to publish books
about famous historical figures
was important — but to summon
them back from the grave would
take something extra special,”
said Maj Gen Trythall, who has
handed over the reins to publish-
ing director Jenny Shaw, but will
remain with the firm as a non-
executive director.

Picture: Mike Perring

Maj Gen Trythall outside the
Brassey offices in Holborn

SOLDIER

to Soldier

IWM appeals
for Borneo
souvenirs

A NEW permanent gallery cover-
ing conflicts since 1945 is to open
at the Imperial War Museum next
year. Entitled War in Peace, it will
fill major gaps existing on opera-
tions in Borneo, including the
Brunei rebellion and Indonesian
confrontation.

Nicholas Hewitt of the IWM's
Research and Information Office
is appealing for material related to
the Borneo operations between
December 1962 and August 1966.

The museum wants to acquire —
preferably as permanent dona-
tions — uniforms, personal equip-
ment, badges, medals, weapons,
film and photographs, documents,
personal diaries, letters and sou-
venirs captured from the enemy.

Mr Hewitt can be contacted c/o
Research and Information Office,
IWM, Lambeth Road, London SE1
6HZ (tel 0171 416 5354).

Final call for
Welsh Colours

WITH a mixture of pride and sad-
ness, the Colours of the 4th Bat-
talion, The Royal Regiment of
Wales (24th/41st Foot) have been
paraded through their home town
of Llanelli for the last time and laid
up in the local parish church.

When the 3rd and 4th (Volun-
teer) Battalions amalgamated in
1993 to form the new 2nd (Volun-
teer) Battalion, The Royal Regi-
ment of Wales, it was decided to
retain the 3rd Battalion's Colours
for the new organisation, since it
was the newer of the two. More
32

Kevin Langdon give the
thumbs up to members of the
Pontypridd Male Voice Choir

R |
who visited the 1st Battalion, The Royal Regiment of
Wales at Shackleton Barracks, Ballykelly. They saw
soldiers from 1 RRW stretching their vocal chords,

following the creation of the battalion’s first choir.
Commanding officer Lt Col Robert Aitken con-

The Queen’s
Colour is

carried
through
Llanelli by Lt
Rick Hughes
(left), the '
Regimental §
Colourby Lt §
Marcus Ben-
nett, 4 RRW

than 100 soldiers from 2 RRW

marched to the town hall, where
Brig David Bromhead, Colonel of

150D S
the Regiment,
alongside

Llanelli’s
Mayor

B

nde:. goo

took the salute
Borough

tepriedd choir and asked if
they would be willing to give
up an evening to coach his

singers. This they did, and the soldiers were invited
to join the Pontypridd choristers at their first public
performance in Limavady.

“As the choir come from our home town, we are
doubly delighted at their help,” said Col Aitken.

Bring on the
daring new
Green Devils

DARING soldiers from the 3rd
Battalion, The Royal Irish Regi-
ment have been taking to the
skies in a bid to rival the famous
Red Devils.

Ten soldiers, normally based at
Portadown and Rathfriland, have
been undergoing extensive train-
ing at the Joint Services Para-
chute Centres at Ballykelly,
County Antrim and at Netheravon
in Wiltshire.

“Qur aim is to establish a battal-
ion free-fall parachute display
team,” said Lt Martin Twist.

“Our soldiers have completed
an average of ten descents each

and are keen to progress to the
next level of competence.”

Plans are in hand to take the
team to America next month for
more instruction.

“The United States military
forces can provide excellent high-
altitude training facilities and, of
course, better weather. Who
knows . . . our “Green Devils"
could well be making public
appearances in years to come,”
said Lt Twist.

Pilgrimage to
Hong Kong

THE ROYAL British Legion organ-
ised a pilgrimage to Hong Kong for
160 veterans, former prisoners of
war, war widows and relatives to
mark the 50th anniversary last
month of the liberation of the garri-
son.

Wreath-laying ceremonies took
place at Stanley and Sai Wan
cemeteries and the pilgrims, some
of whom had not been back since
1945, also visited former PoW
sites and strategic defence points.

Kathleen back
at Grantham

ALMOST 80 years after she last
set foot at Grantham’s Prince
William of Gloucester Barracks,
current home of HQ RLC TA, 95-
year-old Kathleen Smith was invit-
ed to pay a nostalgic return visit.

In 1916, as a 16-year-old volun-
teer, she worked as a shorthand
typist in the Royal Flying Corps’ 15
Squadron when the site, then
called Spitalgate Station, was
used for flying training.

SEPTEMBER

7-10: Disabled Ex-Services
Invitation World Games,
Gateshead Stadium.

17: Winchester and District Mili-
taria Society fair and exhibition,
Winchester Guildhall, 1000-
1500 hours.

® 7o include public events in
this diary, contact the Editor.

RIEFINGS

SEVENTY members of the Army
Cadet Force from across the UK

have been trekking in the
HinduRaj region of northern
Pakistan.

Arranged with his opposite
number in the Pakistan Army by

No fear of heights! “Green Devils” Cpl Sammy Wade and Pte Colin Welsh during training at Netheravon

ACF youngsters trek in Nepal

Gen Sir Charles Guthrie, Chief of
the General Staff, the expedition is
in the hands of Maj John Smith,
who says: “Each of the young

people are going to learn
something special about leader-
ship and pressure in one of the
most remote regions of the world”.

Royal Army Veterinary Corps
Association: Annual reunion at
Defence Animal Centre on
September 30 (not Sept 3 as
previously advised). Details from
RHQ RAVC, DAC, Melton Mowbray
LE13 OSL (tel 01664 411811).

Air Despatch: 11th annual Air
Despatch reunion takes place at
AMC, 29 Regiment RLC, Duke of
Gloucester Barracks, South
Cerney, Cirencester, on September
30. Ticket only. Details: Secretary,
Air Despatch Association, 23 Calne
Road, Lyneham, Chippenham,
Wilts (tel 01249 890412).

Association of Artificers RA:
49th post-war reunion will be held
at the Royal School of Artillery,
Larkhill, on October 21. Details: W
E G Woods, 49 Marlborough View
Cove, Farnborough, Hants GU14
9YA (tel 01252 512065).

Christmas Island reunion:
Reunion planned October 27-30
for members of all three Services
who took part in British nuclear
tests in the 1950s. Details and

MERITORIOUS SERVICE MEDALS

RAC -WO1 D M Whalley, RTR.

RE - WO2 F W Thompson.

R Signals - WO1 G T Reeves.

Queen’s Div - WO2 C Loft-
house, RRF.

King’s Div— W02 G R Jaszyn-
ski, PWO; SSgt S Jewell BEM,
Green Howards; WO2 P Hutchin-
son, DWR.

Prince of Wales’s Div — WO2
R C Bacon, RWF; WO2 R G Lloyd,
RWEF.

Light Div - W02 P S
Ainsworth, LI; WO2 D L Clarke, LI.

RLC — WO1 D C Frith; WO2 G
A Du-Prat.

REME - WO1 J Cox; WO1 R

Curnow; WO1 R V Hayles; Sgt A
G Smith.

AGC(SPS) — WO1 B John-
stone; WO2 | M Sylvester.

bookings on 01934 622548.

Cheshire Regiment Assoc-
iation: Birkenhead and District
Branch annual social will be held
at the Royal British Legion Club,
Hesketh Hall, Port Sunlight, on
November 10. Details: Bill York,
60 The Channel, Burbo Way,
Wallasey (tel 0151-630 2917).

Cyprus Services Rambling Club
celebrates its 25th anniversary in
November. Details for former

Gunners (May 1948-51) who
returned to the UK on the
Empress Australia are asked to
contact Charles W Humber, 23
Tavistock Road, Swindon, Wilts
SN3 2QD (tel 01793 435583) for a
reunion at Mapplewell.

Sniping: Author researching book
would like to hear from British
Servicemen who have been
involved in sniping (including
being sniped at) from Second
World War to the present. Contact
Adrian Gilbert, 71 Alexandra
Road, Hemel Hempstead, Herts
HP2 4AQ (tel 01442 67186).

Ex-members of 105 Provost
Company RMP (Austria)
interested in a reunion are asked

Al Y \

Brigadier: A G Denaro To HQ BF
Cyprus, Aug 21.

Lt Col: D J A Bergin AGC(PRO)
— To 1(UK) Armd Div HQ and Sig
Regt, Aug 21; P Lodge RE — To be
CO R Mon RE(M), Aug 21; M K
Masterson RAChD - To HQ
UKSC(G), Aug 21; M W D Oldnall
REME — To RMCS, Aug 21; SPB
Stevens RA — To MoD, Aug 21; N

F Winder RE — To 42 Svy Engr Gp,
Aug 21.

I M Caws RE — To 1(UK) Armd
Div, Aug 14; G A Hodkinson RA —
To STANOC Cen, Aug 14; J A
Kneale RAVC — To Def Animal
Centre, Aug 14; J T Ravn REME —
To HQ 5 Div, Aug 14; G C Watts
RE — To be CO 76 Engr Regt(V),
Aug 15.

members wishing to attend the
celebrations from Phlyn Simpson,
EEF, RAF Akrotiri, BFPO 57 (tel
010 357 527 6611).

1996

Royal Tank Regiment: Ex-WOs
interested in a reunion in Meriden,
nr Birmingham on date to be
decided in 1996, are asked to
contact J “Charlie” Welchman, 29
Northmoor  Way, = Wareham,
Dorset BH20 4EE (tel 01929
553466).

to contact Bill Taylor on 01252
524826 or 01252 548693.

19 Air Formation Signals
Regiment, formed Kirkburton
1944, disbanded Singapore 1971,
is holding its third reunion in
London, September 14. Contact
Mr A W Fordyce, 10 Woodstock
Place, Edinburgh EH16 6BE.

Charlie Ball, of 37-8471 Ryan
Road, Richmond BC, V7A 2E8,
Canada, formerly a motor cycle
squad police sergeant in
Vancouver, wishes to contact
personnel involved with Knight-
class RFAs unloading equipment
for Suffield, Canada, in the late
60s-early 70s, particularly CSM
Frank Swift and his wife, Judy, and
a young RE officer (name not
recalled) heading for Pitcairn Island
as OC a wharf-building project.

Calling photographic interpreter-
imagery analysts: If you qualified
as a Phl/IA, why not join the
Medmenham Club and keep in
contact with colleagues and
friends? The club celebrates its
50th anniversary next year.
Details on 01480 860755
(evenings).
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Treat yourself to

these stirring sounds

VE Day: Favourite British Clas-
sics and Military Themes

THIS compilation is the offi-
cial Royal British Legion
album to mark the 50th
anniversary celebrations of VE
and V] days.

And what a compilation.

It comes on two CDs and
contains every tune that has
any connection with the events
of 50 years ago — national,
solemn and sacred - per-
formed by the finest bands,
choirs, singers and orchestras
in the land, but no rolling out
of barrels, hanging out of
washing, or Dame Vera.

The mere names of the
artists should have you reach-
ing for your cheque book
before supplies run out — Jiggs
Jaeger, Leslie Statham, Barry
Rose, Vivian Dunn, William
Walton, Adrian Boult, all the
RAF conductors of former
years, Felicity Lott, Liverpool
Cathedral Choir and the
London Philharmonic Orches-
tra, to name a few.

For openers there are five
well-known hymns with choir,
brass and organ, followed by
film music and ceremonial
marches _ The Spitfire Prelude
and Fugue, Touch Her Soft Lips
from Henry V, The Dam
Busters, that emotive weepy
from Dangerous Moonlight, the
Warsaw Concerto, two Pomp
and Circumstance marches by
Elgar, and Crown Imperial by
Walton, played by four of
Britain’s great orchestras.

The choral music includes
Elgar’s For the Fallen and his
Land of Hope and Glory sung by
Felicity Lott, and ending with
his setting of the National

. Anthem.

A fully informative booklet
contains the words of the
hymns and other choral items.

All in all this is a fine tribute
to those members of the
Armed Forces and the civilian
population who suffered the
horrors of war.

And it’s a real musical treat
into the bargain for anyone of
even the slightest patriotic sen-
sibility.

@ VE Day, 2 CDs, from EM17243
5 68697 2 0/1, dealers only.
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The Band of the Royal Corps of
Signals serenades the Queen
Mother outside Clarence House
on her 95th birthday. Also pre-
sent to hear the musicians were
the Queen, the Prince of Wales,
Princess Margaret and other
members of the Royal Family.
The Band of the Royal Signals
was granted the privilege to
mark the 75th anniversary of
the corps. Earlier this summer
the band played on the fore-
court of Buckingham Palace

Valiant tunes from the 18th

Valiant Years

Band of the Royal Irish Regi-
ment

Conductor: Capt C Attrill

THIS series of tributes to the
Armed Forces of Britain and
the USA might make a com-
panion to the VE Day disc.

The title is raken from docu-
mentary film music by Richard
Rodgers, the composer of so
many great musicals, including
South Pacific, Oklahoma, The
King and I, and so many more.
He was more than just a tune-
smith and his music for The
Song of the High Seas was highly
atmospheric.

Valiant Years and Victory at
Sea excerpts are included.

The Royal Navy tribute has
Cockleshell Heroes and Heart of
Oak, the Army Colonel Bogey,
Arnhem, the Soldier’s Chorus, a
First World War medley, Old
Comrades, and a march by
Capt Attrill called Carisbrooke.
The Royal Air Force has no
surprises in The Dam Busters,
Bartle of Britain and the RAF
March Past.

The US Forces are repre-
sented with Anchors Aweigh
and The Caison Song for the
Army. The big band then
remembers the indispensable

and emotive contribution to
those valiant years made by
Glenn Miller and his band,
with a medley of six of his most
famous numbers.

The Roval Britsh Legion
March and Land of Hope and
Glory complete an attractive
and topical programme by a
regiment I knew long ago, its
title now resurrected in modern
guise. Good to see and hear the
old 18th Foot back in harness.
Is there hope for others?

® From Plantagenet Music, CD
PMRD 9402, cassette PMRD
9402, 90 Holgate Road, York
YO2 4AB, price on application.

Pictures: Mike Wesion

REVI EWS

THERE have been two books
on Army bands in a short space
of time, arriving like London
buses in a pair after a long gap.

A gap of three centuries, in
fact, for although there have
been several of Holmes’s “slim
monographs” and various brief
articles on bands, George
Lawn’s Music in State Clothing is
only the second full-blown hard-
back I know of.

And full-blown it is, with no
horse-dropping left unturned
and a veritable pile of fascinating
facts and figures - fascinating,
that is, to this old bandsman
though perhaps a little esoteric
in places for others.

As the title implies, this book
is about music and pageantry as
played and lived by the bands of
The Life Guards.

A foreword by the conductor
Sir Colin Davis, himself once a
musician in the band, as was the
author, prefaces an exhaustive

account of the bands’ history
from 1660 when kettledrums
and trumpets sufficed, to the
present day when the band is
seen in full ceremonial glory on
the Queen’s Birthday Parade.
Although every aspect of the

MUSIC IN THE SADDLE

thank the Lord. The terrors of
the riding school (and especially
those riding-masters) and the
problems and solutions of play-
ing an instrument on horseback
while ensuring the beast pro-
ceeds down the Mall and not

Ist and 2nd Life
Guards bands is
described, from
early formations
to the present full
instrumentation,
its conductors,
engagements, per-

drummers,

Music In State Clothing:
The Story of the Kettle-

and the Band of The Life
Guards by George Lawn.
Leo Cooper Pen & Sword,
hardback, £18.95.

across it, could
have provided fun
material for a
chapter or two,
being trade
secrets the gener-
al reader yearns
to know. The

Trumpeters

sonalities, regi-
mental music, dress and many
other details peculiar to the
Household Cavalry, the general
reader will gain a fair idea of life
as it was and is in any other regi-
mental band.

The stresses and strains, the
endless travel, the humour, even
the music programmes, were
much the same as I experienced
in an infantry band. On foot,

author tells the
story of the band’s famous
Director of Music, Lt Col Albert
Lemoine, who, after a mounted
band  engagement, stayed
behind to quaff his usual drams
of the hard stuff. Making his
own way home, much under the
weather, he missed his turning
and was found by the police, in
the saddle and in full ceremonial
dress, in Kensington High Street

at 1 a m, when he should have
been in Knightsbridge Barracks.

does it?) in the version known to
all Guards directors of music of
the time. The band had just
moved station from Windsor to
Knightsbridge in a
exchange with the Royal Horse
Guards band, so his horse, now
smelling hay and with no guid-
ance from its rider, made for its
old stable in Windsor.

involve the distance Albert’s
horse took him before being
apprehended. Some say Ham-
mersmith Broadway, others the
horse-trough  at
Heath.

got his OBE. Those were indeed
the days.

100 illustrations
tographs in colour and black and
white. - RB

Apocrypha enters the tale (or

normal

Variations on this theme

Hounslow

Albert survived the event and |-

A jolly fine read, with well over
and pho-

Tank’s pea-shooter
gun took on 88mm

PERSONAL recollections,
diary notes, letters and official
reports have been interwoven
with the author’s narrative to
produce Tank Tracks.

Peter Beale’s book relives
action at the sharp end in a
Churchill with a pea-shooter of
a gun against the enemy’s all-
round 88mm boomer.

One Cyril Smith, a troop
officer’s wireless operator,
describes what it is like to be on
the end of a near miss by an
88mm round.

The 9th were with the Cana-
dians near Qesnay with Smith
in the leading tank when they
were alerted to an 88 “up
front”.

Hull down, they waited.
Within minutes a shell came
their way which Smith “swears
to this day passed between the
gun barrel and the driver’s
hatch”.

Smith put out smoke and a
hurried reversal had them
almost colliding with the tank
behind while a second shot
passed feet in front.

They waited for a third shot
which, if it hit, would have
blown them to pieces. Instead,
a cheery infantry officer

Tank Tracks - 9th Battalion
Royal Tank Regiment at War
1940-45 by Peter Beale. Alan
Sutton, hardback, £17.99.

jumped on board with the
words: “OK, boys - 88
silenced.”

Ciyril said : “We saw the gun
later. It was a dual purpose 88
on a high mounting, and its
barrel was splayed out like a
palm tree. They had silenced it
all right.”

There are more good stories,
photographs and maps. -JM

Scottish

GRAHAM Ross has put
together a valuable and inter-
esting 99-page softback about
the Scottish soldiers who have
won the VC.

However, someone along
the line has let him down by
omitting an apostrophe from
the title on the cover, which
appears as SCOTLANDS
FORgotten VALOUR (sic).

This criticism may seem
pernickety to some, but it will
be picked up pretty quickly,

o
s g

A Churchill tank advances on German positions at 0veloon, soth of

Nijmegen, on October 14, 1944

Scotland’s Forgotten Valour
by Graham Ross. MaclLean
Press, softback, £7.95.

especially by those from Scot-
land. Despite this error, and
there are others, this book is a
reminder of the bravery of 158
Scottish soldiers who have
been awarded the VC since its
inception in 1854,

Ross insists that a survey he
carried out revealed that most

heroes in from cold

people he questioned had little
or no knowledge of the medal
and (apart from two OAPs)
without exception could not
name one Scottish-born VC.
Bitterly disappointed by this,
he was motivated to try to put
the matter right. In any other
country, he says, these men
would be heroes. Here, they
are Scotland’s Forgotten
Valour,
A good book is slightly tar-
nished by poor editing. - JM
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Harmony
IS key to
success
of battle
for the
beaches

Hit the Beach! by Simon
Foster. Arms & Armour Press,
hardback, £19.99.

DON’T be misled into think-
ing that the vivid, beach battle
scene on the cover and the
gung-ho title of Hir the Beach!
signal just another all-action
production for devotees of war
books.

While author Simon Foster
tells his story in an exciting
and readable way, it is, funda-
mentally, a serious book
describing the planning and
operation of four amphibious
campaigns:

® The capture of Quebec in
1759, when Wolfe’s forces
scaled a steep cliff to capture
the city from the French;

® The Dardanelles débacle
of 1915, sponsored by Win-
ston Churchill, which proved a
total failure and where thou-
sands of gallant men died;

@® US commander General
Douglas MacArthur’s success-
ful beach landing plan at
Inchon, Korea, in 1950 (he
was sacked a year later by Pres-
ident Harry Truman for
expressing views contrary to
US and UN policy);

® The landing at San Carlos
in 1982 and the subsequent
recovery of the Falkland
Islands, which he says, proved
that “conventional military
operations which depend on
the traditional virtue of sur-
prise are still viable in these
days of electronic warfare and
intelligence gathering.”

Foster goes into great detail,
giving the non-military reader
an insight into the way joint-
Service operations are planned
and put into effect.

He concludes that while
“surprise, speed and violence”
are essential to the success of
any amphibious operation, it is
critical that military and naval
commanders have a perfect
understanding if success is to
be achieved. - JM
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Featured in the Pocket Guide: The hybrid Sabre replaces Fox and Scorpion

German-built Fuchs vehicles will form the core of the UK’'s TA NBC Defence Regiment

BRI

Vehicle Electronics Research Defence Initiative (VERDI), concept vehicle based on Warrior

Tomorrow’s weapons: dazer-lasers, sensors and
poor bloody infantry

IN A FUTURE where warfare
technology is bristling with
sensors, dazer-lasers and digi-
tal communications, there will
still be a place for the poor
bloody infantry.

The prediction is made in
The British Army: A Pocket
Guide, the popular and invalu-
able source of “at-a-glance”
information.

The latest edition has several
new features as well as updates

The British Army: A Pocket Guide
1995-96 by Charles Heyman, Leo
Cooper, paperback, £4.95.

on the changing Army. “In the
not too distant future it is pos-
sible to envisage an operational
area sewn with sensors that
identify an enemy airmobile
attack hundreds of kilometres
away,” reads part of a new sec-
tion on the future battlefield.

“The sensors identify the
enemy helicopter force and call
for the delivery of ‘intelligent’
anti-helicopter  mines/muni-
tions/systems capable of differ-
entiating between friendly or
enemy helicopters, and long
range artillery delivers these

ANYONE who enjoyed adventure
travel books published between the
wars where the author described life
— and sometimes death — among
desert tribes may well enjoy two
more recent offerings.

Peter Thwaites was appointed to

Forces were the only obstacle.

Oman.

command the Muscat Regiment in Oman, one of the
Sultan’s infantry regiments, for two action-filled years.

That was in 1967 when rebels and communists
were active in the area, their eyes set on taking control
of oil-rich Oman and beyond. The Sultan’s Armed

When Thwaites retired from the Army in 1976 he
returned to become head of staff of the Armed Forces
of Sultan Qaboos and chairman of the Joint Staff of

He retired finally in 1980 and died in 1991 before he
could finish his readable book, Muscat Command, the
last three chapters of which were written by his first
adjutant with the Muscat Regiment, Simon Sloane.

Service in the desert with
Grenadiers and Somersets

Muscat Command by Peter
Thwaites. Leo Cooper, hard-
back, £17.50. Now the Dust Has
Settled by Freddie De Butts.
Tabb House, hardback, £30.

in India, which also played a major role in the author’s
career. He served also in Egypt, the desert war (on
intelligence work), Sicily and ltaly, before Staff College
and consequent appointments.

When he returned to India in 1947 with the Somer-
sets the regiment became one of the last British units
to leave on the declaration of independence. He took
part in the final parade which ended his family’s 100-
year military link with the continent.

Since retiring, Brig De Butts has been active with
voluntary organisations and served as Deputy Lieu-
tenant of Hertfordshire, all of which, perhaps surpris-
ingly, this octogenarian sometimes feels has been
“more fulfilling” than 36 years in the Army. — JM

Similar in style and content,
Freddie De Butts’s Now the Dust Has
Settled tells of his 36 years as a sol-
dier, 26 of them in the Middle and Far
East. At the time of his commission
into the Somerset Light Infantry in
1937, his father was a senior officer

mines onto likely
approach routes.

“At the same time the
‘immediate’ reaction force
becomes heliborne and acting
on sensor information moves
to engage the now depleted
enemy on their landing zone.

enemy

THE EMPSON brothers,
Jack, Arthur and Charles,
wrote to their parents in York-
shire during the period 1910-
21 and  Empson’s War
presumably contains those let-
ters which have survived.

The editor, C C Empson, is
obviously a relative but his (or
her) relationship and literary
background are not explained.

The  publication of letters
requires careful and thorough
editing and annotation in order
to make sense of the contents
and sadly what little has been
produced is hardly sufficient.

For example, a little research
would have shown that the
“Wainewright” on Page 65
became It Col A R

ELITISM IS NAME OF SPECIAL FORCES GAM

ASPIRING recruits to the SAS
should read Mark Lloyd’s Spe-
cial Forces and, in particular, the
section on the selection and
training of those wishing to join
this élite force. It’s tough.

In a chapter on rebels, rene-

Special Forces by Mark Lloyd.
Arms & Armour Press, hard-
back, £16.99

gades and reactionaries — the
pioneers of special-purpose
warfare — Lloyd lists Lawrence

of Arabia and Maj Gen Orde
Wingate of Chindit fame.

The author looks to the next
century and the role of special
and special-purpose forces,
forecasting that their futures
are assured, “despite the reser-

vations of many politicians and
the more conservative of the
military hierarchy”.

Special forces are the élite of
the world’s armies, yet “would
have no place in the conven-
tional armed forces”. — JM

“Infantry will still be
required to finally destroy the
enemy on the ground.”

Indeed, the book forecasts
that the infantry will be “one of
the few major military growth
areas during the next 25
years”.

It goes on to offer some
thoughts on the 21st century
version of the infantry soldier’s
personal weapon, the rifle,
with its computerised sighting
system and real-time TV
images linked to battlefield
command and control units.

This far-from-dry little gold-
mine of facts and figures has its
lighter moments.

“The British Army being
what it is, we know two things

uite to the

Empson’s War edited by C C
Empson. The Pentland Press,
£12.50.

Wainewright DSO, promoted
on April 18, 1916, and the
dates of commissioning of
Arthur and Charles are as
given later in this review.

The other problem the
editor has was that many of the
letters were undated and
although he has made a valiant
effort to place them chronolog-
ically there are some obvious
€ITOorS.

These criticisms apart, there
are many interesting com-
ments on social and military
life of the period. Jack, who
joined the Royal Flying Corps
in 1912, was sadly killed in a
flying accident in thick fog on
May 15,1914 .

Arthur, commissioned on
July 19, 1912 in the RFA,
served in Ireland and went to
France with the British Expe-
ditionary Force (116 Battery,
26 Brigade, 1 Division) in
1914 and remained until 1918,

apart from a spell in hospital in
Woolwich after he was wound-
ed. He was later awarded the
MC and the Belgian Croix de
Guerre.

He was also reported killed
and a letter of condolence sent
by the Keeper of the Privy
Purse on September 5, 1917
was received by his mother.,

Another, sent on September
18, read: “The King and
Queen have heard with much
pleasure that your son, who
was officially reported killed,
by mistake, is alive and their
Majesties rejoice with you at
the good news which they
know must be such a great
relief to you and your hus-
band.” This proved to be a
double error, as Mr Empson
died 18 months earlier . . .

Arthur’s letters contain
much of interest such as his
comment a week after the
peace was declared: “I wonder
if after this war the ‘pomp and
circumstance of glorious war’
legend will crop up again and
people forget about the reality.
Even now people are begin-

will certainly happen,” writes
the author wrily to bring his
“crystal ball gazing” chapter to
a close. “The infantry believ-
ing (quite rightly in our opin-
ion) in the effectiveness of
‘cold steel’ will demand that
any future rifle is fitted with a
bayonet boss, and the Brigade
of Guards will spend many
long hours rewriting the pam-
phlet for Drill and Ceremoni-
al.” - CH

letter

ning to talk about their experi-
ences as if they had rather
enjoyed them.”

Arthur went as a major to
Turkey in 1920-21 to serve in
the Army of the Black Sea,
keeping the peace between
Turks and Greeks in Smyrna.
“We don’t fire, in order not to
hurt or irritate the local inhab-
itants; they don’t fire because
they want to make friends with
us after gerting a few conces-
sions,” he wrote.

Charles, the youngest, was
commissioned on August 12
1917 also in the RFA and went
to India and Mesopotamia.
Although his letters are well
written and give a background
of the countries and the politi-
cal and social life, there is little
of military interest — his desire
to kill a Turk was too late and
his determination to fight a
Russian was misplaced!

These letters give an inter-
esting picture of life in several
countries in the era of the
Great War and despite the
unfortunate omissions are rec-
ommended. — PSN
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Maj Richard Parry QDG (left) and WO2 Bob Potter RGBW planning at

the bird table

SOLDIERS of the 1st Battal-
ion, The Royal Gloucester-
shire, Berkshire and Wiltshire
Regiment have exercised with
the Egyptian Army in what is
thought to be the first joint
training venture between the
two armies since the British left
the area in the 1950s.

Golden Shield, a multina-
tional peacckeeping exercise,
involved the Egyptian Army’s
2nd Mechanised Division,
which drew on 1 RGBW'’s
Operation Grapple experi-
ences with the United Nations
in Gorazde.

The Egyptians were able to
contribute what they had

Return
to the

learned during their operations
with the UN mission to Soma-
lia last year.

More than 60 members of 1
RGBW deployed to Cairo
for the week-long exer-
cise.

The predecessors
of the new regi-
ment were in-
volved in the
Battle of
Alexan-

Sgt Chris Hyde RGBW

SR
dria nearly 200 years ago.

Lt Col Patrick Davidson-
Houston, commanding officer
of 1 RGBW, confirmed that

Golden Shield had been a
success. “There has been a

great deal of shared
experience between

the Egyptian and
British Armies
which bodes
well for
future

multinational operations.

“The ties between the
RGBW and the Egyptian
Army have been cemented and
we hope to continue the
exchange of ideas and exercises
within the next two years.”

Lt Col Davidson-Houston
was Gorazde Force Comman-
der in Bosnia earlier this year.

The British troops had one
night and morning off to enjoy
the splendours of the pyramids
and the Sphinx. Many intend
to return so they can take
advantage of a special deal
given to the RGBW and British
Forces Cyprus by Cairo’s
Hotel Meridian.




COMPETITION 620

These pictures are from
our Frank Finch cartoon
archives. Find ten differ-

ences in detail and you
could be £50 richer or win
a new book. Circle the
differences in the bottom
picture, cut out the whole
panel, add your name and
address and send to

HOAY 620, Soldier,

Ordnance Road, Aldershot
GU11 2DU by October 6.
Do not include anything

OBSERVANT
ARE YOU?

else in your envelope.
More than one entry can
be submitted but photo-
copies cannot be accepted.
The first correct entries
drawn will be the winners.
No correspondence of any
kind can be entered into.

The names of the
winner of the £50 first
prize and two runners-up
(awarded book prizes) will
be announced in the
October 30 issue.

Name : (Give rank or title)

Address :

Competition No 617 (August 7 issue): Congratulations
to Mrs E Hill, of Middlesborough, who wins £50. Book
prizes go to runners-up F J Whitehouse of Birmingham
and G Day of Port Glasgow.
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For free full colour brochure and
information pack from the UK's
leading supplier to H.M. Forces
contact:
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'~ EMPLOYMENT & RESETTLEMENT
CV SERVICE

from £15+vaT

A WIDE CHOICE OF
FORMATS AND STYLES
OR
YOUR CV PRODUCED
TO YOUR OWN DESIGN
OR
YOUR CV WRITTEN
FOR YOU

For more information call us on

0171-287 0055

CITY CENTRE CVs

liford House 133 Oxford Street,
London, W1IR1TD

-
C Vs personnel

Professionally prepared. Compelling styles.
Quality content. Impeccable presentation.
Competitive price. Nation/World-wide service.
Laser printing. Free client CV storage.
CVs for Military/Civilian jobs, Resumes,
Updates, Application Letters, etc.

SERVICE - CV

Dept (A), 2 TERN GARDENS,
PLYMPTON, PLYMOUTH. PL7 3HZ

N
- for Military

MILITARY CV SERVICES NEED A CV?
The original CV service for HM Forces; For free details contact the
established in 1984

specialists in FORCES' CVs
(Established 1981)
Forces Dept
PO Box 573,
Sutton Coldfield,
West Midlands

Your CV written by a former ARMY OFFICER and
current full time CAREER CONSULTANT. Since
1984, over 1,500 satisfied Service clients, many of
whom now hold good civilian jobs.
Why not write or telephone for full details to:

LTel [ Fax 01752 - 344842 (24 hrs)_J

SOLDIER

Too good to dismiss -

take out a subscription
now!

Telephone:
01252 347353

W

WINGED
FELLOWSHIP

RESPITE CARE AND
WOLIDAYS FOR
Dis (1]
PEoPLE

HAVE YOU A SPARE WEEK -
JOIN 25 VOLUNTEERS AT OUR
5 CENTRES PROVIDING
QUALITY HOLIDAYS ALL YEAR
FOR GUESTS WITH SEVERE
PHYSICAL DISABILITIES,
FOOD AND ACOMM PROVIDED

WFT (SM) ANGEL HOUSE,
20, PENTONVILLE ROAD,
LONDON N1 9XD.

Anthony Jacques MC, 66 High View Road, mg?—gsﬁspg 87
Guildford, Surrey GU2 5RU.
Tel: 01483 823766 e SERVICESW
CENTRAL VOLUNTEER j’_ HEADQUARTERS RA
G

RA SPECIALIST POOL (V)
BETTER JOB - LOWER COMMITMENT

CVHQ RA seeks ex-Regular and TA personnel, male and female, for
employment as SSGT WATCHKEEPERS, TA OPERATOR ARTILLERY

INTELLIGENCE, METEOROLOGICAL OPERATOR, RAPIER AIR
DEFENCE OPERATOR and COMMAND POST ASSISTANT (BATES) inthe
expanding RA Specialist Pool (V). Minimum commitment (19 days), good
pay and tax free annual bounty (current maximum £900).
For further information contact:
Capt M | Weston RA (V), RA Barracks, Woolwich, London SE18 4BB.
Tel: 0181-781 3422/3429.

D5

TELEPHONE 0171 833 2594

SOLDIER MART

SOLDIER...

Prepare now for civvy street. We need good, reliable HGV
Drivers and Van Drivers for regular work in Lancashire,
Gtr Manchester and West Yorks. These temp positions can
prepare you for your release date and give you something to
look forward to. Be prepared. Work during your leave, through
pre-release or when you have left the forces. Telephone
0161 767 9310 and chat to our staff controllers about your future.

1st Call Group.

ATTENTION ALL PRI’S

NEW PEWTER MODELS
L96 1/4 scale with base and cap badge .........cccoeecrneeviurnrrrnnans SRS
GPMG SF + C2 with base and cap badge
Warrior IFV with base and cap badge......
105 Light Gun with base and cap badge.
Lynx and tow with base and cap badge ...
251b Field Gun with base and cap badge .
Army Air Corps ‘Eagle’ with base and cap badg

plus post & packing

PRESENT ARMS INTERNATIONAL

37 Northwick Business Centre, Blockley, Moreton-in-the-Marsh,
Gloucestershire GL56 9RF

SERCO-IAL LIMITED

EMERGENCY MEDICAL
TECHNICIANS

Serco-IAL Limited has vacancies for
Emergency Medical Technicians

Applications are invited from individuals with either of the
following qualifications:

1. RGN or EN(G) with a minimum of 18 months
experience of work in a Hospital Casualty
Department or in Primary Health Care.

2. Combat Medical Technician with at least five
years experience.

Ideally you will have attended a course in Advanced

Immediate and Emergency Care. Candidates must have held

a driving licence for three years. Colour-safe vision is
also required.

Please send written applications with full cv to:

Kelly McCaw,
Serco-IAL, Serco House,
Hayes Road, Southall,
Middlesex UB2 5NJ.

Closing date for applications: October 2 1995

Setting the standard

in Embroidered &
Screenprinted Work

Wide range of top quality
garments, badges, crests
and personalised
promotional products.

Suppliers to British, NATO and UN Forces

Call Tracy Firth
Our Army Representative
Tel 01746 712563. Fax 01746 712264

Ask for your FREE copy of our latest
catalogue & list of Army motifs.

HARGREAVES

Promotions Ltd————

Hargreaves (Promotions) Ltd, Rodney Road,
Fratton Industrial Estate, Portsmouth, Hants P04 8SY.
Tel: (01705) 822436. Fax: (01705) 822177.
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- SOLDIER MART

EMBROIDERED LEISUREWEAR

Join our ARMY

of readers

Contact our subscription
department on:

01252 347353

ROVER

SCE HOTLINE
01367 241225

We offer you the LOWEST PRICES on a wide range of

NEW CARS

Advanced Car Exports

Official PEUGEOT Agents

Please contact: Stan Bateman, Advanced Car Exports,
53A High Road, Bushey Heath, Herts, WD2 1EE
Tel: 0181-950 0500 (or fax 0181-950 8511)

RED

QUALITY EMBROIDERED CLOTHING

@ T-SHIRTS

4 POLO SHIRTS
4 SWEAT SHIRTS
4 RUGBY SHIRTS

Itemns embroidered to order with your
design, company or battalion colours.

‘We are experienced suppliers to the military,
offering a personal and professional service,

Please call for a brochure.

UNIT 2 BECKLEY GARAGE LEATHERHEAD ROAD
GREAT BOOKHAM SURREY KT} 4RQ

01372 159262

Hodgesé:Co.

CIVILIAN, MILITARY, SPORTING & LADIES’
BESPOKE TAILORS, UNIFORM SPECIALISTS

MADE TO MEASURE
MESS DRESS UNIFORMS
FOR LADIES’ AND GENTS

BESPOKE TAILORS SINCE 1935 FOR OFFICERS
WARRANT OFFICERS AND SNCOs
WITH A FULL RANGE OF ACCOUTREMENTS
AVAILABLE FROM STOCK

Hodges & Co. Claro Court Business Centre, Claro Road
Harrogate, North Yorks HG1 4BA Tel/Fax: 01423 560369

Branches at Catterick Garrison Tel: 01748 872262

Also at: Roy Cain (Personal Tailor) 5A Simon Campion Court
High Street Epping, Essex. Tel: 01992 561830

& BADGES PLUS T-SHIRT &
SWEATSHIRTS

@ MICHAEL JAY
Exclusive HAND CUT

* Ties * Sportsbags
* Golf umbrellas
* Baseball caps

Embroidered garments - Free original 24+
printed sweats and T-shirts, min gty 36
Badges - embroidered — min gty 25
Enamelled — min 100
Blazer badges — min 5
Ties — woven — min 50, printed min 36
Baseball caps min 50
Sports bags min 50
Golf umbrellas min 25

nsiq

For your e

MADE TO MEASURE » : &

Uniforms Suits ete

we offer

¥ 14 day Make or

& 48 hr EXPRESS
 Keen prices

B First class fit

B High quality J

Excellent payment terms

Local agent (o measure in most areas

Please telephone 01449 765088'

As our customers say

Write phone or
fax for colour
brochure to
Kilcreggan,
Dunbartonshire
G84 0JN

Tel 0143684 2581/2716 Fax: 0143684 2854

MOTIFS

VIOLET HILL ROAD, STOWMARKET S UFFOLK

TAILORING

The service is simply unbeatable

BRUNO

THE MILITARY BEAR

‘Bruno’ is a traditional 16" Bear, who comes dressed = ;
in Combat Kit, with face veil, webbing belt and beret .f‘{:k e o
complete with your cap badge. G ; ATH \:ﬁ’
‘Bruno’ is currently available for all regiments and [ l ’

L 5 A Sl 3
corps of the British Army (less Gurkha units) e G

*Jock’ wears TOS : RHF white hackle, Royal Scots tartan patch; A&SH tartan patch :
Black Watch red hackle : QOH blue plume. Gordons and KOSB TOS only (No badge
available for Scottish Regts).

ACC Bear available in chef’s whites, ACC beret.

UN Bear, UN beret with UN badge or your own badge.

To order Bruno: Please send Cheques/P.O./Credit Card No. (incl expiry date) for
£31.00 payable to *POSTAL BEARS’, name and address of person to receive bear and
your special message to:

POSTAL BEARS, Dept D., 1/2 Baker Street, Shrewsbury SY1 1SB.
24 hour telephone order service (01743) 241962 Fax: (01743) 235079
® Did you know we have a 16-page brochure of gifis available for all occasions

Phone or write for free brochure ®

[#]

GROUP EXPORT
DIVISION

BLACKPOOL ROAD, PRESTON PR2 6BX

o 01772 793054
IF YOU DON'T CALL (&

PERRYSIT CAN

sy Clving you the complete
8 export sale treatment we

take care of all the

paperwork, and the

: worrles making your export
3'tsumect to status) sale simple and worry free.
83 YEARS OF MOTORING CALL US NO
_EXPE_RIEU(E & IT SHOWS! RET%RN THE cvgl?gow

YO PERRYS GROUP EXPORT DIVISION, BLACKPOOL ROAD, |
PRESTON PR2 6BX. PLEASE SEND ME DETAILS ON:
VAUXHALL [ ] FORD [ ] ROVER [ RENAULT [] FIAT ]

vovo (] proton LI nissan (] Tovota [

NAME 5 s

RANK UNIT 2 =
ADDRESS __ e SRR

APPROX DEL DATE REQUIRED
HOME TEL NO.
WORK
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SCHOOL POOL

THE
DUKE OF YORK’S
ROYAL MILITARY SCHOOL

DOVER

@ Exclusively for the sons and daughters of members and
retired members of the British Army, RAF and |
RN/RM.

@ 475 pupils 11+ to 18 all boarders, 110 Sixth Formers.
® Caring family atmosphere.
@ Pupil : Teacher ratio 10 : 1. Average class size 16.

@ Excellent record in GCSE, BTEC National Diploma,
GCE A Level and in the numbers entering university.

@ Low fees of £250 per term whether serving or retired.
@ Ask about the value added dimension to our academic
work.
Further enguiries to:

Headmaster
The Duke of York’s School

SOLDIER MART

YOUR OWN DESIGN

pRINTED © EI“HHI]II]EH[:[]

T-SHIRTS
SWEATSHIRTS
POLO SHIRTS
+ LOTS MORE

RICE GUARANTEE
If you find the same garment cheoper
we will refund the
difference.
PROMOTIONAL MARKETING Co.
ASR B s Ir
Pork Lone hompton WV10 90F

Telephone: (01902) 724421

GET
PROMOTION!

T-Shirts, Sweatshirts,
Polos, Rugby Shirts,
Hooded Tops,
Singlets,

Baseball Hats, Ties,
Embroidered Badges

& Jumpers, Pennants,

Mugs, Sports Bags & Holdalls,
Jog/Track Suits & Shell Suits.

A S PROMOTIONS
Room 32, 94 Blackhorse Lane
London E17 6AA
Telephone: 0181-523 3283
Fax:0181-531 7298

CARICATURES
W) Hilarious caricatures
" ‘Groups’ or ‘Singles’
& or B&W by a
Vo professional
RAgE - cartoonist. A unique
@ gift for all occasions.
Also cartoonists for

Rick Coleman: 0181-441 6607
D4

EMBROIDERED
SWEATERS SWEATSHIRTS
POLO SHIRTS BADGES

PRINTED
TEESHIRTS SWEATSHIRTS
BADGES COFFEE MUGS
AND LOTS MORE!

ALL FROM ONE SUPPLIER
No artwork or setting up costs on the majority of
our goods. High quality, competitive prices and
prompt delivery. BFPO tax-free service.
Send for our new price list:
REYNOLDS SPORTS
51/52 HIGHSTREET, LINCOLN LN5 8AP

Tel: 01522 513333 Fax: 01522 530383 D8

LOOKING FOR A PRESENT?

We produce very attractive brooches for many regiments

9ct gold from £120. Set with diamonds from £450.
30 regiments’ brooches in stock. Sale or return available.

SPECIAL DESIGNS MADE TO ORDER
J. M. BICKERTON

Manufacturing Jewellers, 23 Vyse Street, Birmingham B18 6LE
For further details and quote please write, fax or phone 0121-551 7366.

Dover CT15 5EQ
Phone: (0304) 245024

HOMEFIELD

Independent Day and Boarding School
for BOYS and GIRLS

Preparatory Dept Senior Dept
Tuckton Winkton
BOURNEMOUTH CHRISTCHURCH

UNIFORMAL

Civil, Military and Livery Tailors

for Officers, Warrant Officers,
Sergeants and Corporals

HEADMASTER:
A. C. Partridge, Dip.Ed., A.C.P., F.R.G.S.

Homefield is a Co-educational DAY/BOARDING School
offering places to pupils of all ages between 3 and
16 plus.

Forces Personnel are particularly encouraged and
FEES ARE COMMENSURATE WITH SERVICE
ALLOWANCES.

The School enjoys a very good reputation for producing
well educated, responsible young people who can take
their places in Society leading by personal example.
There is a wide range of Academic, Practical and
Recreational subjects available, and the School boasts its
A.C.F, AT.C. and Sea Cadets Organisations, also good
Sports Teams and a fine Orchestra.

For Prospectus and details contact:

The Admissions Secretaries

MESS DRESS UNIFORMS
and Civilian Clothing
Substantial discounts for bulk purchase.

For a quotation for your Regiment or Corps,
please contact us (see below)

Christchurch 476644 and Bournemouth 429483
A registered charity that exists to provide education for children.

Germany: Answerphone (05751) 15087  Fax: (05751) 14889
UK: Tel: (0113) 282 6102 Fax: (0113) 282 1457

]
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SOLDIER MART

SOLDIER

Too good to dismiss -
take out a subscription

now!
SCE HOTLINE Telephone:
01367 241225 01252 347353

BADGES, PLAQUES AND TIES

ALL PRICES ARE INCLUSIVE
Hand-made BLAZER BADGES in fine wires & silks - £13.50
Hand-painted WALL PLAQUES - £21.50 & CAR BADGES - £18.00
Regimental Ties - STRIPES - £7.50 CRESTS & R.A. FLASH - £9.00
PLEASE SEND S.A.E. FOR OUR PRICE LIST
D. J. PARKINSON (DEPT. S)
186b LEWES ROAD, BRIGHTON BN2 3LD.
Tel: Brighton (01273) 686877 (a.m. only)

¢ We supply best-quality b{ands in Ts, Sweats, Polos etc
¢ Qur printing is sharp, accurate, and clearly defined
¢ We give you free help with typesetting and layout
@ We despatch within 7 to 14 days - NATIONWIDE and OVERSEAS
Tel: 01453 - 860986  Fax: 01453 - 860987
HARLEQUIN DESIGNS, RAGLAN HOUSE, ULEY, DURSLEY, GLOS. GL11 5TB

:
i
B o i s ‘s . i s . s 58

—— e ————————

BE BATTLE READY! |

You can be better prepared and equipped with SASS |
UNIQUE mllltary clothing and equipment.

# FOR THOSE WHO DEMAND
i THE BEST AND KNOW
THE DIFFERENCE.

For your FREE
i 36 page colour catalogue
write or telephone

SPECIAL AIR-SEA SERVICES
St. George’s Works, St. George's
Quay, Lancaster,

Lancashire LA1 5QJ

Telephone (01524) 64204

S

Regal Tailors A
g1 j\

2 II\L ‘ A
Military and Civilian Tailors 3%~
3c Westfield House, Broad Lane, Bramley, Leeds LS13 3HA

We offer the finest in Military and Civil Bespoke

Tailoring, for Officers’ and SN.C.O.s".
All garments are made to measure and are fitted
by our Craftsmen.

We use only regimentally approved materials and
all work is carried out on our own premises.
We also carry a full range of accoutrements from
stock.

We offer a discount of bulk orders.

Telephone/fax 0113 2361091

Regal Military Tailors, 3¢ Westfield House, Broad Lane,
Bramley, Leeds LS13 3HA

po—
ROVER VAUXHALL

71 HOLDERNESS ROAD, HULL HU8 7NJ
Telephone 01482 324234 Fax 01482 217299

E

xperienced personnel
tensive product range
rofessional advice

ffers on part-exchanges

eason enough to

- B O W K

elephone: 01482 324234
Jackie Judge and John Gibson
In Germany Mike Clark 05623 6069

B Bl Bl

MAZDA VW

SME

AUDI
INTERNATIONAL

HOUSEHOLD
& GENERAL

Insurance Services

Introducing our HM Forces
House Contents & Kit Insurance Policy
for military personnel worldwide . . .

BENEFITS
® Inexpensive Premiums (minimum £45 per year)
® Covers MFO/Goods in Transit
® Worldwide Cover at no additional cost
® £ million Personal Liability Cover
® Covers ‘Tenants Liability'* (eg March Outs)
® Underwritten by a major British Insurer

For details please mail the tear-off slip to:
Household & General Insurance Services
FREEPOST, (SE 8601) — No postage required
London SE1 7BP
Telephone 0956 283902 /0171-928 0950/0171-231 2088
* Available for a small additional premium (currently £10p.a.)

Please forward el I:, NAME
(quantity) Application Forms

Please forward details of ‘Betterdeal’ D ADDRESS
Car Insurance

Please forward details of ‘Best Advice* it e S

Residential Buildings Insurance I:I

Personal Loans D

PLEASE NOTE: NO SALESMEN WILL CALL B.F.P.O.
HOUSEHOLD & GENERAL is part of the TDS Services Group

Postcode 5
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SOLDIER MART

SCE HOTLINE
01367 241225

Join our ARMY

of readers

Contact our subscription

department on:

01252 347353

LLO

CIVIL & MILITARY BESPOKE TAILORS

LADIES & GENTS

MESS DRESS
SPECIALISTS

+ INTEREST FREE CREDIT

* All Accessories Supplied
Shirts, Bow Ties, Medals

George Boots, Badges, etc.
 For All Your Uniform, Suit

& Blazer Requirements.
Contact:
UK 284-294 Ley St. Ilford Essex IG1

UK TEL: 0181 478 2780

GERMANY TEL: 05252 4631

4BS

D8

' T-Shirts
Sweatshirts

Complete Design Screen Print

W,
e

For fras price list
imormation s

couincy

A-ONE DESIGNS

55 Brook Street, Chester
Tel: Chester (0244) 311028

1

v &
s - A o’
LOST MEDALS
REPLACED IN RECORD TIME
FULL SIZE & MINIATURE
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE
WRITE OR PHONE FOR QUOTATION
RAYMOND D HOLDICH
Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre
7 Whitcomb Street
London WC2H 7HA
Tel: 0171-930 1979
0374 133493 ool

VISTA TIES

Over 300 individual Regimental
designs held in stock in Silk
and Polyester.

For your own design we offer a
free coloured visual by return.
Printed or woven designs.
Polyester, Silk/Polyester or Silk Cloth.
Minimum order 25 printed ties.

VISTA TIES, 28 HIGH STREET,
MERSTHAM, SURREY RH1 3EA.
TEL: 01737 645113
FAX: 01737 645892

TIES

HAVE YOU LOST
YOUR MEDALS?

Consult the experts. We can
replace full size medals and

supply miniatures. A fast efficient

service with the minimum of fuss.
Also a full cleaning and
mounting service is undertaken
by our master tailor.

THE VETERANS’
MEDAL:. OFFICE

P.0. Box 1DH, LONDON WIA 1DH.
Telephone: 0171-493 4675 or
Mobile: 0836 746604

* DPM SAS SMOCKS
* LUNDHAGS

FREE CATALOGUE

“BRITAIN’S LEADING SUPPLIERS OF KIT TO THE PROFESSIONALS”

MARCH IN - KIT OUT

* SAS BERGENS

* SNUGPAK S/BAGS

* 58 S/BAGS

* DPM PARA SMOCKS

* BUFFALO KIT

* KITBAGS

* BIVVI BAGS

* KIP MATS

* DPM COMBAT JACKETS
* BERGHAUS ROC

* MILITARY SLEEPING BAGS
* FLEECE S/BAG LINERS
* MERAKLON S/BAG LINER

P.L.C.E. BERGEN @§EZZZET Vulcan

* DANNER BOOTS
* BRITTON BOOTS
* HI-TEC MAGNUM
* ASSAULT BOOTS

Available in O.G. or DPM
Genuine Forces issue

Latest pattern £145.00

(inc. yoke to make Day Patrol pack)

Latest version Berghaus Vulcan
Cyclops 11 Back System
(complete with straps for side pouches)
Qlive green only.

Special offer £165.00

HITEC
~

* DESERT BOOTS

* JUNGLE BOOTS

* AMMO BOOTS

* KSB BOOTS

* SORBOTHANE INSOLES
* SPECIAL FORCES BOOTS
* GEORGE BOOTS

* 58 WEBBING

* PLCE WEBBING

* PLCE CHEST RIGS

* COMBAT VESTS

* US WEBBING

* Q/R BELTS

* 44 W/B POUCHES

* SUIT POUCHES

* RATION POUCHES

* SAS-POUCHES

* SA 80 SLINGS

@ BERETS * BADGES * SOCKS @ PTI TOPS (OLD PATT) % PTI VESTS % RON HILL TRACKSTERS * TRANGIA COOKERS
® KARRIMOR RUCKSACKS @ MILITARY TENTS % QUICK ERECT TENTS * KFS * SHEMAGHS * MAGLITE % PELICAN
* US ARMY TORCHES * G10 WATCHES * GREY WATCH STRAPS * SEIKO MILITARY WATCHES @ CASIO WATCHES
® TIMEX WATCHES * COMBAT GLOVES * GORE-TEX SPLIT PALM MITTS * PONCHOS * FACE PAINT % OFFICERS’ KIT
@ No 1 BLUE UNIFORMS * SURVIVAL KIT * NBC KIT @ BARBOUR @ HELLY HANSEN * GORE-TEX DPM JKTS/TRSRS

POST & PACKING ALL ORDERS ADD £2.99
PHONE 0171-790 5257 FOR FREE CATALOGUE PHONE 0171-790 5585 FOR INFORMATION PHONE 01717-900-900 FOR CREDIT CARD ORDERS

SILVERMAN'’S (DEPTS), MILE END, LONDON E1 4PS
[ | [berghaus] EN @B Personal callers Mondays-Fridays 9-5 & Sundays 10-1pm - DE
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CLASSIFIED

GOLD WIRE BLAZER BADGES £8.00
FRAMED GOLD WIRE BADGES £10.00
CHINDITS £8.00
FAIRBAIRN-SYKES COMMANDO
KNIVES (Black) £21.50
BELT BUCKLES WITH REGIMENTAL
BADGE £3.00
REGIMENTAL TIES & BOWS £8.30

WHITE LEATHER GAUNTLETS £19.00
All prices include p&p
THE GOLD WIRE BADGE CO
11 Dalehead Drive, Shaw,
Oldham, Lancs OL2 8TJ.
Telephone 01706 846648

EPAULETTE
SLIDES

For officers or other ranks. With
or without unit designation.

S.A.E. for price list.

Lancashire Embroidery & Insignia Ltd,
Knowsley Industrial Park North,
Kirby, Liverpool L33 7SA.

Phone: 0151-546 5161/2

Al
oWk
UNIFORMS

MADE TO MEASURE

Mess Dress P.O.A

Officers No. 2 Dress £395.00
OR'’s No.1 Dress £295.00
Officers No.1 Dress £325.00
S.B. Blazer £150.00
D.B. Blazer £175.00
Dinner Suit T/Wool £220.00
Dinner Suit Wool £250.00
Civilian Suits from £185.00

Al prices subject to V.AT, where applicable

48Hr or 2 Week Make up

Michael Jay Tailoring
VIOLET HILL ROAD. STOWMARKET
SUFFOLK IP14 1JS
TEL 01449 786088 FAX: 01449 766606

D & PRINTED

PORTS & LEISUREWEAR

FOR THE PROFESSIONALS FROM THE PROFESSIONALS
Sweaters - Sweatshirts
T Shirts - Sports shirts
Rugby & Hockey Jerseys
Shorts Socks & Ties

FULL DESIGN & PERSONALISED SERVICE
NO MINIMUM ORDER

JENKINS KNIT EAR

RNON PLACE

BASFORD NOTTINGHAM '\bh ODE
Tel: (Nottm) 0115 9274469

@ English-made
sweat shirts

@ T-shirts single
& multi- coloured
designs
® Embroidered
V-neck jumpers
also many other items
VISTA SPORTSLTD.
Vista House, 28 High Street, Merstham,
Surrey RH1 3EA.
Tel: 01737 645113 Fax: 01737 645892

PLEASE
MENTION

SOLDIER

WHEN REPLYING TO
ADVERTISEMENTS

UNBEATABLE
SERVICE 3

ROVER

WAzon_]

UK 01980) 433,

e German or UK delivery
o RHD or LHD programme
o Used Car Sales in Germany

o Demonstration Vehicles at
Super Savings

o Finance - dm. or Sterling

SOVEREIGN FREEPOST, Station Road, Tidworth, Wilts SP9 7BR

UNIT.. AR R
| am interested in ..
Pan umn.ngoumh

NAME AND RANK ...........ccocvevmerrannnnnns

FREEPHONE
INSTANT ACTION

HOTLINE

Germany 0130-8544-96

To advertise for a pen pal
send your name, age, brief
description and  interests
together with a cheque/postal
order for £11.75 to the address
below. Remember to include
your full name and address for
replies to be forwarded.

D6

REPLIES. To reply to a pen pal, write
a letter and send it to Soldier Magazine
at the address below. The Box number
must be CLEARLY written in the
TOP LEFT CORNER of the envelope.
Your envelope must be no larger than
8"x4" and should only contain a letter,
and photograph if requested. Replies
received more than three months after
the cover date and large, heavy, or
poorly addressed envelopes will not
be forwarded.

All correspondence to: Pen Pals,
Soldier Magazine, Ordnance Road,
Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU.

Michelle, 39, 5'§". Widow. Dark
blonde and cuddly. Interests include
reading fantasy and sci-fi books. I am a
psychiatric nurse with an unusual sense
of humour and am looking for pen pals
aged 35-45. P500 1095

Lisa, 23, 5'3". I am a single parent
with one child. Slim, with long blonde
hair, my interests include keeping fit,
pubs, clubs, cinema and having fun. I
would like pen pals aged 23+. P501 1005

Shirley, 28, 5'5" tanned brunette.
Interests include music, videos, rugby
and socialising. I am a Nursing Officer
and would like to write for friendship to
soldiers aged 25-30. P502 1995

Karen, 33, 5'7", blonde, medium
build. Interests include gym, travel,
animals and wines. Seeks tall pen pals
with good sense of humour. P503. 1005

Will, 26, 6', Welsh guy living in Wales.
Medium build, gsoh. Interests include
music and travelling. Would like to hear
from anyone interested in writing. P504

19/95

Lorraine, 21, 5'7", long brown hair,
blue eyes. Interests include martial arts,
horse riding, music and socialising.
I am a student nurse looking for a fun
loving single, sincere male aged 20-35.
P505 19/95

Phillipa, attractive 33-year-old,
slim with blue eyes and chestnut hair.
5'5". Interests include swimming, bad-
minton, theatre, music, eating out and
holidays. Seeks pen pals aged 28-45
with similar interests. ’506 19195

THE PIPER IN
PEACE AND
WAR

New edition of this scarce
classic. A must for everyone
with an interest in military
history. Includes a new fore-
word by Pipe Major Angus
MacDonald MBE, Scots
Guards
£19.95
(postage free in UK)
Hardwick Press (SM)
12 Woodstock Road
London NW11 8ER
Tel: 0181-455 4789
Fax: 0181-458 3774 _

KIPLING’S SOLDIERS

A new book containing 24 of Rudyard Kipling's
Barrack Room Ballads - ‘Gunga Din', ‘Tommy’,
‘Road to Mandalay', ‘Fuzzy-Wuzzy' etc., each poem
illustrated with a splendid full colour painting by
Bryan Fosten vividly bringing to life the Victorian
soldier so characterised by Kipling
25 colour plates, 35 black and white photographs and
drawings, eight pages of notes on the poems. £15.95
plus £1.55 postage and packing (UK & BFPO), p&p
Europe £2 &p rest of the world £4.50.

To order KIPLING'S SOLDIERS or request a leaflet
please telephone 01708 723742 or write to:
THE POMPADOUR GALLERY,

PO BOX 11, ROMFORD, ESSEX RM7 THY o

Military History Books. SAE for cat-
alogue. Purchase of books in good con-
dition on land warfare. Free specialist
booksearch. John McKenzie, Carpen-
ters, Cary Road, North Cadbury,
Yeovil, Somerset BA22 7DE. Tel:
01963 440557. A 07-25

“Head-dress Badges of The British
Army” by Kipling & King. The collec-
tors Bible. Volume Two 1920-1995,
the new and updated edition. Available
late September £42.50 posted. Volume
One 1800-1920 at £65 posted, still
available. Telephone 01252 716303. H
L & P King, 3 Saxon Croft, Farnham,
Surrey GU9 7QB. 19-20

| Business Opportunities|

YORKSHIRE
Sandwich Takeaway &
Confectionery
Main road position between
Leeds/Bradford. T/O £1,000 per week.
Regular trade. Good reputation. One
owner 12 years. Large three bed
| acccommodation. Exc decor. Small

garden. Plus SAV.

£75,000 ono
Tel: 0113-256 6693 (after 2pm)

Established Driving Agency for
sale, Humberside, Yorks. Exclusive
area, well established business. Office
equipment included in sale. Scope for
expansion. ISO 9002 registered. Free
training. Ongoing support. Genuine
reason for sale. O.T.E. £35,000. Box
Number 264, Soldier Magazine,

Ordnance Road, Aldershot, Hants
GU11 2DU. 1995

Absolutely Urgent. Wanted - LHD
vehicles. Any condition. Cash buyer.
Tel: 0181-534 4016 or 0181-555 0823.
Fax: 0181-534 0033 (10am to 10.30pm
seven days). 1823

| Carswanted |

Left hand drive vehicles urgently
wanted. Any condition. Cash buyer. Tel:
0181-534 4016 or 0181-555 0823. Fax:
0181-534 0033 (10am to 10.30pm seven
days). 18-23

[ Forsale

SOLDIER MAGAZINE - MAKE SURE
YOU GET YOUR COPY REGULARLY -
ONLY £23.00 FOR A YEAR'S SUB-
SCRIPTION IN UK, £13.80 BFPO, ELSE-
WHERE £32.20 (OVERSEAS SURFACE
MAIL), SOLDIER MAGAZINE, SUB-
SCRIPTIONS DEPT, ORDNANCE
ROAD, ALDERSHOT, HANTS GUI11
2DU. (Cheques to Soldier).

Military Insignia. Over 3,000 items
available. No restrikes. Catalogue 50p.
Shotton, 7 Peak Road, Clanfield,
Hants. AO/I397
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SOLDIER Reprint - to mark the 50th
anniversary of Soldier this year we have
commissioned a limited reprint of the
first issue, dated March 19, 1945,
Copies are available at £2.00 (UK),
£2.40 (Europe) or £3.60 (elsewhere).
Postcard Collection — features twenty
front covers reflecting Army life from
1945 to 1961, reproduced in a full
colour book of souvenir postcards.
Copies available at £3.50 (UK), £3.95
(Europe) or £4.70 (elsewhere). Order
both and save money —a Reprint and
Postcard Collection can be yours for
just £4.50 (UK), £6.20 (Europe) or
£7.00 (elsewhere). Send Cheque/PO
(£ Sterling only please), payable to
‘Soldier’, to: Soldier Magazine, Ord-
nance Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11
2DU. All prices include p&p. Tc

Military Fine Arts. Britain’s leading
British military art distributor. Access
to all British publishers. Hundreds of
original items also available. Catalogue
£2.50 + A4/50p sae. Cheques to:
G. Jennings-Bramly, 5 Feversham
Road, Salisbury, Wilts SP1 3PP. Tel:
01722 328523. AS95
Full/miniature size medals mounted
for wear or display. Send for full list of
new miniature medals, ribbon
emblems, brooches, ribbon bars, clasps
etc., and medal mounting costs.
Access/Visa welcome. SAE appreciat-
ed, Worcestershire Medal Services,
25 Golden Cross Lane, Catshill,
Bromsgrove B61 OLG. Tel: 01527
835375.

Cap badges, regimental ties, blazer
badges, medals, insignia. Send £1.50
for list, to: Cairncross (Dept S), 31
Belle Vue Street, Filey, North Yorks.

SOLDIER

Too good to dismiss -

take out a subscription
now!

Telephone:
01252 347353

SOLDIER Magazine Binders — collect
your copies of Soldier in our easy to
use binders. Sold in sets of two, the
binders feature a full colour magazine
style cover, and will each hold up to
thirteen magazines. Cost per two
binders, inclusive of VAT and p&p, is
£8.75 UK/BFPO/overseas surface
mail, and £11.50 airmail. To order
your binders send your name, address
and cheque/PO payable to “Soldier” to
Soldier Magazine Binders, Ordnance
Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU.

R4
“A Soldiers Pocket Book” (incorpo-
rates Volunteers and Skill at Arms and
Shooting Pocket Books). Valuable
information on a wide range of updated
subjects. New sections. Full informa-
tion on SA80/L.SW. Training Tests and
APWT details. First class diagrams and
explanation of weapons. Zeroing
includes the SAC. Altogether a total of
380 pages. Single copies £6.75 each
plus 75p p&p, Total £7.50. Special
terms for PRIs, PSAOs and trade on
request. Cheques/POs payable to:
Military Pocket Books, PO Box 28,
Leven, Beverley, East Yorkshire HU17
5LA. Tel/Fax: 01964 542878 TC

Largest Manufacturers and
exporters of hand embroidered Bullion
Badges for Army, Navy, Air Force,
Police, Schools, Colleges, Clubs eic.
Flags, Banners, Sashes, Coat-of-Arms,
Family Crests and all military accou-
trements. Also leather gloves, footballs,
track suits. Contact: J Arthur (PVT)
Ltd, PO Box 301, Sialkot 51310, Pak-
istan. Fax: 92 432 588605. 0221
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AS95

e ek e 3 e ek e sk e ke e ok e ok ok ok
Regimental Shields, Plaques and
Shieldclocks. In good company with
most Regiments and Corps of the
British Army we made your Shields for
the Falklands, the Gulf and now Bosnia
and Croatia and most other UN loca-
tions. Let us design your Regimental
and Operational Shields, write for a full
colour brochure to: Teresa Houghton,
Military Marketing, 16 Riverway, Ship-
ston on Stour CV36 4RD. Telephone
and Fax 01608 663770. Minimum

‘order 25 Shields. £9.95 no VAT out-

side the UK. Shieldclocks £17.50. t/c
e v e e e s e ke sk ke e ook ek ke ke

Army Cap Badges. Send SAE plus
50p for lists to: Clans and Regiments,
14 Elm Grove, Aldbrough, East York-
shire HU11 4RQ. Guarantee and gen-
erous discounts. e

Printing at low prices. For free
quote, on any form of printing, call
01305 835150. 1795

SOLDIER Shield - the ideal gift for
the military enthusiast, or to add to a

collection. The Soldier shield shows the’

magazine’s official insignia on a dark
wood base, and measures
180 X 140mm. The cost of the shield,
inclusive of VAT and p&p, is £17 UK
and £19 elsewhere. Send your
cheque/PO payable to “Soldier” to Sol-
dier Shield, Ordnance Road, Aldershot,
Hants GU11 2DU. e

British and overseas military badges,
collars, titles, formation signs. Regular
comprehensive stock lists £2.00. Castle
Armoury (S), 18 Castle Street, Dover
CTi6 1PW. TIC

Military, Red Cross, sports, corona-
tion, police, school, masonic and mis-
cellaneous medals and badges. Send
2X25p stamps for list: 18 Hollybank
Road, Birkenhead, Merseyside L41
28Y.

Original Military Badges. Latest
sales list of guaranteed genuine British
Army cap badges. Limited numbers of
this list now available at £5 each. Cold-
stream Military Antiques, 55a High
Street, Marlow, Bucks SL7 1BA. Postal
service only.

1325

18-23

Collector buys BOER War khaki
jackets, foreign service helmets, slouch
hats, equipment, Imperial Yeomanry
items. Some sales, trades available.
0171-537 2889 evenings, weekends.

19/95

Silverman’s have available the follow-
ing new PTT kit: Old Pattern PTI Tops
£32.99, PTI Vests £7.99, PTI Belts
£9.99, PTI Cloth Badges £2.99, Ron
Hill Tracksters £14.99, New Rugby
Shirts all cotton £15.99, Timex Sports
Watches from £16.99. Free catalogue
0171-790 0900, Info 0171-790 5257,
Orders 0171-790 5585. Silverman’s, 2
Harford Street, Mile End, London El
4PS. TC

| GiftServices |

Why not give someone “A Title for a
Tenner”. What a gift/presentation idea!
Details from S A Survival, Gayfield,
Arbroath, Scotland DD11 1Q]J.

12-21

CLASSIFIED

Cyprus, Paphos (Chlorakas vil-
lage). Fully furnished house sleeps 4/5.
In hill top village overlooking sea
towards Coral Bay. Car hire available.
Bookings from Nov 95 to 1996, Phone
for details 01622 730236.

19-20

Wyvern & Sarum. With offices in
Salisbury and Warminster and 200
properties, our ex-Service staff are very
experienced in managing properties for
Service Landlords. Telephone 01722
421701 or 01985 846905. e

CHARITY
COMMISSION

Charities for the benefit of the
Leicestershire and Derbyshire (PAQ)
Yeomanry Squadron 7th (Volunteer)

Battalion, The Royal Anglian
Regiment TA

Ref: RLB-148532-5C

The Charity Commissioners propose to
make a Scheme for this Charity. Copies
of the draft Scheme may be obtained from
them (ref: RLB-148532-SC) at Woodfield
House, Tangier, Taunton, Somerset TA1
4BL. Objections and suggestions may be
sent to them within one month from
today. e

The City of Canterbury Pipe Band

needs new members. Male and
female. Pipers and Drummers. Experi-
enced players and beginners welcome,
Tel/Fax Colin Boughton 01843
291258 for more derails. 19:20

Insuring your MSQ? Contact us, tel:
0171-231 2088 or write to: Household
and General Insurance Services,
FREEPOST (SE8609), London SEI
7BP. Personal loan services tel: 0171-

.231 2088. Car insurance tel: 0181-665

8844. Quote ref: 7132.

11-20

SOLDIER MAGAZINE

Too good to dismiss
Order your copy today from your Newsagent
Or contact our subscription department on

01252 347353

Address Labels. 38 X 21mm, blk/wht,
blk/gold. £2.00 per 100, minimum £5,
post free worldwide. Cheques payable:
R G Taylor, 35 Cowgill Close,
Northampton NN3 8PB. Tel: 01604
406401.

LOANS

No security required £1,000-£10,000

CARS, FURNITURE, HOLIDAYS.
CLEAR EXISTING UP TO DATE LOANS,
HP, CREDIT CARDS, CASH SPARE.

FORCES, TENANTS & HOMEOWNERS
- No interviews, confidential service by post
— Good benefits if you settle your loan early

For quotes, written details and free advice
Tel: 01929 423925 9am-9pm 7 days
(from overseas 0044-1929 423925).
NORSTAR FINANCE
Licensed by Office of Fair Trading as Lenders & Brokers

14-25

o7

Joint letting income?
Spouse not in employment?
You may be able to set 95% against an

unused tax allowance!
Grearer tax saving even if you have opted out
of AS!?
Contact the experts:
TAXATION SPECIALISTS LTD
112 Gales Drive, Crawley, Sussex RH10 1QE

Tel/Fax 01293 547750

Scots,

Pre-war Grenadier,
Guards Officers Bearskin caps. Prefer-
ably named, with tins. WO1 full dress
tunic. Private collector. 01624 842311.

Irish,

132

Mess Dress, female AGC SNCO. To
fit height 5'6", size 12/14. Please tel:
01980 652864 after 20.00hrs or day-
time 01980 675450.

19/95

CONDITIONS OF

ACCEPTANCE -
CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISEMENTS
All classified advertisements are

accepted on a prepaid basis only, and
are subject to the following conditions.

The Publishers reserve the right to
decline any copy material of which
they may not approve whether an
order shall have been accepted or not.
All advertisements are accepted subject
to approval and conditionallg upon
space being available. The Publishers
reserve the right to make any alteration
they consider necessary or desirable in
an advertisement to meet their
approval. The Publishers also reserve
the right to cancel or suspend any
advertisement  without stating a
reason.

While every endeavour will be made to
meet the wishes of advertisers, the Pub-
lishers do not guarantee the insertions
of any particular advertisement.

The Publishers shall not be liable for
any loss or damage occasioned by any
total or partia‘f‘ failure (however
caused) of publication or distribution
of any edition in which any advertise-
ment is scheduled to appear.

The Publishers shall not be liable for
errors occurring after the first insertion
of an advertisement in a series. It is the
responsibility of the advertiser to
inform the Publishers of any such error
in sufficient time to allow amendment.
A voucher copy will not be supplied.

Advertisements will be placed under
the following headings:

Accommodation, Business Opportu-
nities, Cars, Cars Wanted, Entertain-
ment, Exhibitions, For Sale, Gift
Services, Holidays, Houselets,
Notices, Property for Sale, Reunions,
Services, Situations Vacant, Situa-
tions Wanted, Training, Wanted.
Other headings will be applied if
deemed acceptable by the Publishers.

The placing of an order for the insertion
of an advertisement shall amount to an
acceptance of the above conditions and
any conditions stiruiated by an agency
or advertiser shall be void insofar as

they are in conflict with them.
D4
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Exclusive
SOLDIER
Shields

We now have available a limited number of quality

SOLDIER Shields, showing the magazine's

official insignia on a dark wood base, measuring
180 x 140mm.

The shields make an ideal gift for the military
enthusiast, or to add to a collection.

Price £17 (UK) and £19 elsewhere, inc p and p.

To order your shield simply send your
cheque/PO, payable to ‘Soldier’, together with
your name and address to:

SOLDIER SHIELD,
SOLDIER Magazine,
Ordnance Road,
Aldershot,
Hants
GU11 2DU

Allow 28 days for delivery

AUGUST 19, 1995

First (404 runs, £2,500) W02 T K Noble, ATR
Lichfield.

Second (402 runs, £1,250) Capt S C Williams,
4 Regt RA, BFPO 36.

Third (388 runs, £750) Capt J C Bladon,
40 Regt RA, BFPO 30.

Fourth (385 runs, £500) Cpl E L Doherty,
HQ LANDCENT, BFPQ 115.

Fifth (378 runs, £400) Cpl J C Duff, 1 RSME
Regt, Chatham.

Sixth equal (377 runs, £200) Sgt M Caldwell,
23 Pnr Regt RLC, Bicester.

Sixth equal (377 runs, £200) Sgt M MacRury,
BFPO 808.

Sixth equal (377 runs, £200) LCp! L C A Watts,
1 RHA, Tidworth.

ARMY SPORTS LOTTERY RESULTS

AUGUST 26, 1995

First (630 runs, £2,500) Sgt N G Hambleton,
5 AB Bde CSS Bn, Aldershot.

Second (602 runs, £1,250) Sgt P J Tittley,
QDG, BFPO 16.

Third (586 runs, £750) Cpl C A Spence,
19 Airmob Fd Amb, Colchester.

Fourth (584 runs, £500; SSgt J S Austin, MoD
PB 17, Stanmore,

Fifth (579 runs, £400) Cpl W R Moore, 111 Pro
Coy RMP, BFPO 30.

Sixth (574 runs, £300) Sgt K Capell, 3 (UK) Div
Signal Regt, Bulford.

Seventh (561 runs, £200) LCpl R M Cuerden,
1 RGJ, BFPQ 58.

Eighth (558 runs, £100) Maj J E S London,
DNBCC, Winterbourne Gunner

SOLDIER Advertising *
01252 347352

“Soldier”. Monthly

ADVERTISERS PLEASE NOTE

All new advertisements are accepted on a pre-
paid basis only. Cheques/POs payable to

opened subject to approval and satisfactory
references. Otherwise prepayment applies.

accounts will be

D4

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

NAME

(PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS)

ADDRESS

os

26 27

28 29

30

If you need more space, or do not wish to cut the magazine, please write clearly on plain paper
COST: 30p PER WORD, MINIMUM CHARGE £6.00. VAT AT 17.5% MUST BE ADDED
NB: NAME AND ADDRESS AND/OR PHONE NUMBER SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN COST
IF YOU REQUIRE A CONFIDENTIAL BOX NUMBER, ADD £2.35 (INC. VAT) PER INSERTION AND TICK BOX []

WORDS AT 30p
% INSERTIONS
VAT AT 17.5%
BOX NUMBER [INC. VAT)
TOTAL ENCLOSED

CHEQUE/PO Number

o nonon

(Payable to SOLDIER)

COSTS QUOTED ON THIS FORM ARE VALID UNTIL SEPTEMBER 1995

£ Send to:

S, CLASSIFIED ADS

3 SOLDIER

. ORDNANCE ROAD
S e o ALDERSHOT

HANTS GUIT 1 2DU
ALL CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS MUST BE PREPAID AND WILL BE INSERTED IN THE FIRST AVAILABLE ISSUE

ak}
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SAILING HANG GLIDING CRICKET BADMINTON DIVING

AFTER a break of less than a
year, competitive dinghy sail-
ing returned to the waters of
Stanley Bay, for most of the
past 20 years one of its princi-
pal spiritual homes in Hong
Kong, with the formation of
the Stanley Services Sailing
Club.

The club inherited the
assets of the two former mili-
tary boat clubs at Gordon
Hard and Stanley and is per-

fectly positioned to provide a
centre of excellence for Ser-
vices sailing in Hong Kong
until the garrison departs.

It has already hosted the
Hong Kong South Side Regat-
ta, the first dinghy regatta to
be staged in Hong Kong for
several years, and competed
with credit in this year’s Hong
Kong Yachting Association
summer series.

The club reopened ten

Service dinghies return to Stanley Bay

months after the closure of the
old Stanley Services Boat
Club on the departure of the
1st Battalion, The Black
Watch, the last of perhaps a
dozen British battalions to
operate it since the club
opened in the early 1970s.
During that period it hosted
the world Enterprise champi-
onships.

With the garrison strength
down by a third since the

drawdown in1994, it can only
support one club. The new
SSBC is based at St Stephen’s
Beach and operates as part of
the Watermanship Training
Wing of the Hong Kong Phys-
ical Adventurous Training
Centre, a garrison unit.

It operates a fleet of Enter-
prise dinghies for competition
and training and a small
number of Lasers and Opti-
mists.

-Hang
gliders
struggle
to keep
In touch

IN a summer of superb weath-
er, the Inter-Services hang
gliding championships in
South Wales coincided with
windy conditions, low cloud
and drizzle.

But despite the problems,
competitors in the open class
notched up 300 hours of air
time and flew more than
3,000km around photographic
turn-points. The Royal Air
Force won the competition
with the Royal Navy second.

A training week before the
competition was blessed with
terrific weather, leaving the
pilots sunburned and dehy-
drated from hours in the air.

In the novice class Sgt Char-
lie Bridgeman (Bristol TA)
flew carefully to take first place
in the Army competition, but
lost third place overall by a
point. The class produced
some excellent flying which
bodes well for the intermediate
event next summer.

LCpl Mark Brenen (2 Regt
AAC) was seventh and Pte
Alan Kenny (1 A and SH)
tenth.

Maj Jonathon Gilbert
(REME, 1 Regt AAC Wksp
REME) stayed a place ahead of
Capt Paul Wood (3 Para) in the
Army intermediate competi-
tion and finished 11th overall
to Wood’s 13th.

Redundancies had wreaked
48

st

most havoc in the open class,
for which Capt James McMen-
emy  (Electronics Branch
REME) came out of semi-
retirement to compete for the
first time in ten years.

He and Sgt Mark Lewis of 1
Regt AAC Wksp REME
fought hard against the much
stronger Royal Navy and RAF
teams but they were soundly
beaten into third place during
a technically difficult and phys-

Sgt Mark Lewis launches himself from Methyr Common, South Wales

ically exhausting competition
which included two 50km
ridge races and two races to a
goal field 57km away.

The Army team prize was
again won by REME.

Anyone interested in taking
up the sport should ring
Brecon Mil 3260 for details of
JSAT-sponsored courses at the
Joint Services Hang Gliding
and  Paragliding  Centre.
Courses cost £50 for 12 days.

Badminton
squad on
final trip to
Hong Kong

AN ARMY badminton party
of 15 won one and lost three
games during a week-long
farewell tour to Hong Kong
made at the invitation of the
BFHK Badminton Associa-
tion.

The UK-based party of nine
men and siXx women beat
BFHK 5-4 but lost to the Kwai
Chun and Chai Wan clubs and
the national youth squad.

The club matches were
close, but the well coached
youth squad proved too strong,
beating the visitors 24-0.

An Army Sports Lottery
grant of £200 to each member
of the party helped to subsidise
the considerable cost of return
fares. The team is planning a
tour to America in 1998.

RLC takes
merit table
honours

THE unbeaten Royal Logistic
Corps side claimed the Army’s
Inter-Corps cricket title by
winning the Famous Grouse-
sponsored merit table.

Their record of five wins and
two draws put them five points
ahead of the RAC who finished
as runners up. The crucial
game between the two close
rivals was drawn. The RAC
drew two games and lost to the
sappers and the signallers.

REME were third in the
table, the Royal Signals fourth,
the Royal Engineers fifth and
the Infantry sixth.

coach Sgt Amos Greenfield and LCpl Neil Watson

A diving board full of trophies in Sheffield for Army divers (from left to right) Lt Christiaan Munro, new

Top training

venue spurs

TWO WEEKS of intensive
training paid off for members of
the Army diving team when
they swept all before them at the
Inter-Services championships
at RAF Cranwell.

Army divers won all four
major trophies and all four titles
in both the men’s and women’s

competitions, although the
ladies had to share their title
with the Royal Air Force.

All the Army divers benefited
from the superb facilities — both
wet and dry — at Sheffield’s
Ponds Forge Ieisure Centre,
including a bubble machine,
and were able to perfect old
dives and learn new ones stage
by stage.

It was the first time the team
had had an opportunity to train
in such an environment, with
the chance to work alongside
Bob Morgan, GB’s Olympic

diver in Seoul, and the British
national squad.

At Cranwell, Lt Christiaan
Munro (2 RTR) won the 3m
springboard with a score of
339,30, a clear 51 ahead of
LCpl Neill Wilson (4 AAQC),
himself 20 points ahead of the
first RAF diver. Munro also
retained the Mike Kempson
Trophy for the highest scoring
dive inclusive of degree of diffi-
culty.

In the women’s event, Cpl
Amanda Davies (AGCTC)
took the springboard title for
the third consecutive year and
also won the highboard compe-
tition, leading throughout. She
also took the Tina Childs
Trophy for scoring most points.

Cpl Paula Rowan (ATR Pir-
bright), who joined the squad
only two weeks before the
championships and had to learn

~Army divers

five dives from scratch, was fifth
in the springboard event and
fourth off the highboard.

The men’s team of coach Sgt
(SI) Amos Greenfield (APTC)
and Christiaan Munro easily
won the highboard. Greenfield,
who had held the title for three
vears, attempted the hardest
dive seen in the competition for
some time but had to concede
first place to Munro who has
himself won every title within
Army diving and who has been
training with the national squad
since January.

Army divers filled five out of
seven places in the Combined
Services team which beat the
Civil Service and British Police.

Munro, Wilson and Green-
field will be representing Great
Britain in the European Mas-
ters championships at Riccione,
Italy in September.

PORT
Diving
squad
Forge’s
ahead

THE ARMY diving champi-
onships were staged for the first
time at Ponds Forge Leisure
Centre in Sheffield, where the
excellence of the facilities and
the presence of Great Britain
coach Mike Edge proved to be
great assets.

Lt Christiaan Munro (2
RTR) dominated both spring-
board and highboard in the
men’s senior competition, win-
ning back the 3m rdtle from
LCpl Neil Wilson (4 AAC) who
was second. Third was the new
Army coach, Sgt (SI) Amos
Greenfield (APTC, att Comms
and Sy Gp (UK)), who has
taken over from Mike Kemp-
son, now out of the Service.

Munro also won the high-
board, with Greenfield second
and the much improved Wilson
third.

Cpl Amanda Davies serving
at the AGC Training Centre,
Worthy Down, retained the No
1 spot she has held in Army
women’s diving since 1990.

Intermediate classes were
again very poorly supported,
although credit must go to Bdr
Mark Field (Princess Marina
College), who won both spring-
board and highboard. He start-
ed diving competitively only in
January this year and has risen
to ninth in Britain in his class in
the British Masters.

The women’s intermediate
competition produced a new
star in Cpl Paula Rowan (ATR
Pirbright) who won the 3m
event after only a few dives. She
has been working frantically
hard to perfect dives for the
Inter-Services.

Pre-tour Test match

BOSNIA-bound sappers from
Ripon, North Yorkshire played
a friendly match against a
Yorkshire Cricket Academy
team at Headlingly, the Leeds
Test ground.

It was the final game of the
season for the team from 38
Engineer Regiment, captained
by Maj Mike Beaumont,
before the regiment deployed
to former Yugoslavia.
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ATHLETICS DECATHLON WOMEN'S FOOTBALL

Veteran
takes
on the
world

CAPT Peter Marsh travelled
to Buffalo in the USA to com-
pete in Army colours at the
world veteran athletic champi-
onships.

Marsh, SO3 Provision at the
Defence Clothing and Textiles
Agency at Bicester, ran a
superb 10,000m in the M45
age group, finishing 11th over-
all and the first Brit across the
line.

It was an excellent perfor-
mance considering the very
hot conditions and the fact that
Marsh faces surgery for a long-
term injury. He is to be operat-
ed on by Roger Hackney, the
RAF surgeon and himself an
international athlete.

If all goes well, Marsh could
soon be back to the form and
fitness he showed in 1991
when he was the first over 40
veteran in the Rotterdam inter-
national marathon.

As he is one of the few Army
athletes to run under 2hr
20min for the classic distance
(his personal best is Zhr 17min
58sec), it would be a boost for
the Army to have him back in
action for next year’s major
championships.

The British veterans’ cham-
pionships were held over two
sunny days in Exeter. Despite
depleted military  support
because of unit commitments
and injury, the athletes who
took part gave their best. But,
with medal-winners returning
from the world championships
and smashing GB records in all

Capt Peter Marsh running in the British veterans cross country cham-
pionships at Irvine in Scotland earlier this year

age groups, the competition
was exceptionally high.

SSgt Jeff Baker, a Peterbor-
ough-based recruiter, finished
fourth in the 5,000m. Maj
John Turley, a staff officer at
HQ King’s Division at York,
was outsprinted but still ran
PBs in the 200m and 400m,
and Capt Terry Hall RLC (HQ
London District) waited until
the final round of the long
jump before producing his best
leap for two years to earn a
bronze medal.

Another plus was the team’s
blazing red Army tracksuits, by
some distance the smartest in
the stadium.

IN their opening match of the
new season, a below-strength
Army women’s football team
were defeated 4-0 by Bristol
City, the FA Cup semi-finalists.
Well organised from the
start, the Western Division
champions put the Service-
women under early pressure.
Cpl Debbie Walker (RLC),
making her debut in goal, had
hardly marked out her area
before the visitors found
themselves trailing.

Women lose at Bristol

As the game settled into a
pattern, the Army came more
into it and a number of
chances fell to the feet of Cpl
Terry Bennett (AGC) and the
head of Sgt Max McQue (RLC).

Both were unlucky not to
narrow the deficit.

The match was well con-
trolled by Maj Tom Cowan
(RLC), now starting his final
season after an illustrious
career as an Army Football
Assaociation referee.
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Disabled
athletes
gather at
Gateshead

HUNDREDS of disabled ex-
Servicemen and women from
all over the world have been
gathering in the North East for
the Wilkinson Sword of Peace
World Invitation Games at
Gateshead Stadium.

The games, which were due
to be opened by Princess
Michael of Kent, attracted
more than 350 athletes from
20 countries, including South
Africa, Iran, Israel and Kuwait.

The British Ex-Services
Wheelchair Sports Association
(BEWSA) was representing
the host nation. BEWSA is a
branch of the Royal British
Legion.

Sports undertaken by the
disabled  sportsmen and
women include archery, swim-
ming, table tennis, weightlift-
ing, basketball, shooting, and
track and field events.

The 1995 games - from Sep-
tember 7-10 — followed the
successful inaugural 1993
event at Stoke Mandeville.

Terry sets pace
In the decathlon

CAPT TERRY Gyorffy won
the Inter-Service individual
decathlon title for a fourth
consecutive year and led two
relatively inexperienced col-
leagues to the team champi-
onship at RAF Cosford.

Gyorffy (REME, HQ 3
(UK) Div), who is based at
Bulford, notched up 6,337
points, with Cpl Alvin Walker
(REME, attached 9 Regt
AAC) second on 5,611 and
Bdr Podge Dickenson (7 Para
RHA) fourth with 5,256
points,

The Army’s win in the team
competition was all the more
remarkable because neither
Walker nor Dickenson had
actually completed a decathlon
competition before.

Although Gyorffy was in
front overnight, 362 points
ahead of Walker, the two were
already having a good tussle.
They tied in the 100m, Walker
edged the long jump, but then
fell some distance behind to

Gyorffy’s 12.38m shot putt.
The defending champion was
second in the high jump to
Walker’s third, before the latter
pulled a few points back while
winning the 400m.

But Gyorffy was soon into
his stride on the second day,
with victories in the discus,
pole vault and javelin, and
second place in the 110m hur-
dles, allowing himself the
luxury of a relatively slow run
in the final event, the 1,500m.

Cpl Liz Churchley (RMP)
made the long journey from
Hong Kong to Cosford to
compete in and win the Army
heptathlon title, held concur-
rently with the Inter-Services.

Liz’s efforts allowed her to
take the title from long-stand-
ing rival SSgt Steff Paul (AGC)
and finish third in the Inter-
Services competition in which
the Army women were run-
ners-up to the RAF.

The RAF scored 12,114
points to the Army’s 10,236,
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The Highlanders

Seaforth, Gordons and Camerons

The Highlanders (Seaforth, Gordons and Camerons) were formed on
the amalgamation of the Queen’s Own Highlanders (Seaforth and
Camerons) and The Gordon Highlanders on September 17, 1994. All
junior NCOs and private soldiers now wear the staff cap badge worn
previously only by officers and senior NCOs of the Queen’s Own High-
landers. Private soldiers are known as Highlanders and wear the Gor-
dons’ kilt. The capbadge features a stag’s head and Thistle ensigned
with the Crown. The regiment’s motto, Cuidich’n Righ (Help the
King), remains the only Gaelic slogan used by the Regular Army. The
regimental quick march is “The Wee Highland Laddie.” The Gordon
Highlanders were formed in 1794 and absorbed the 75th (Stirling-
shire) Regiment of Foot, becoming the 92nd (Gordon Highlanders)
Regiment of Foot. The Queen’s Own Highlanders (Seaforth and
Camerons) were formed in February 1961 by amalgamation of the
Seaforth Highlanders (Ross-shire Buffs, The Duke of Albany’s) and
The Queen’s Own Cameron Highlanders. Shared battle honours
include Tel-el-Kebir, South Africa 1899-1902 and El Alamein.
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The British Army Magazine

Queen’s Own Highlanders The Gordon Highlanders

The Royal Gurkha Rifles were formed on July 1, 1994 by amalga-
mating and renaming the four remaining Gurkha infantry battal-
ions in service with the British Army. The new Order of Dress
reflects the new regiment’s historical links with the four previous
regiments. The distinctive scarlet piping has been retained, and
the drums are now embellished with the battle honours of all four
regiments. The Pipes and Drums continue to wear the Douglas
tartan, while the Rock and Elephant, Prussian Eagle and Ram’s
Head badges are worn on the front of the crossbelts. The cap-
badge consists of crossed Kukris, ensigned with the Crown, all in
silver. The regimental march is “The Black Bear.” The Royal
Gurkha Rifles’ three battalions were formed by renaming the 7th
Duke of Edinburgh’s Own Gurkha Rifles as 2nd Battalion, The
Royal Gurkha Rifles; amalgamating the 2nd King Edward VII’s
Own Gurkha Rifles (The Sirmoor Rifles) and 6th Queen Eliza-
beth’s Own Gurkha Rifles to form the 1st Battalion; and retitling
10th Princess Mary’s Own Gurkha Rifles as 3 RGR. All four orig-
inal battalions shared the battle honour Afghanistan 1919 and saw
service in Italy and Burma during the Second World War.
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