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THE FINAL group of soldiers 
from the 1st Battalion, The 
Royal Welch Fusiliers landed 
safely at RAF Brize Norton on 
August 31 after a nerve-wrack- 
ing extraction from the 
Gorazde pocket in Bosnia. 

They had formed up secretly 
in a tactical march column 
and, a day early, made an 
unexpected move a t  high speed 
through a minefield before 
either the Bosnian Serb Army 
or Bosnian Government Army 
realised what was going on. 
"We made it in one to the 

Serbian border and I can't tell 
you what it felt like to cross 
that frontier," said Lt Col 
Jonathon Riley, CO 1 RWF. 

The extraction began some 
time ago after the Fusiliers' 
observation post line was 
attacked following NATO air 
srrikes on May 25. 

After a two-and-a-half hour 

safely withdrawn but 33 
hostages where taken and used 
as human shield hostages until 
they were released on June 7 .  

"That attack made the origi- 
nal mission in Gorazde invalid 
and I began to reduce men and 
equipment to decrease expo- 
sure," said Col Rdey. 

Radio messages were sent in 
Welsh to conceal the unit's 
intentions from eavesdroppers. 

From the very beginning of 
the tour, on St David's Day, 
Gorazde proved a dangerous 
place in which to serve. Latter- 
ly the Fusiliers endured 30 days 
of intense shelling and harsh 
conditions, with 60 combat 
incidents resulting from attacks 
on the UN Protection Force. 
They fired more than 10,000 
rounds in self defence. 

Force was kept at its b.,--. 
alert state. Soldiers wore bodv 

For 26 days the Gc 

Welcome home: Lt Bruce Payne 
of 1 RWF is hugged by his sister, 
Sally, at RAF Brize Norton 

times, remaining in bomb shel- 
ters during the day and moving 
only at night. 

There were nine casualties: 
one gunshot wound, three 
mine injuries and five resulting 
from mortar rounds, but all the 
wounded are expected to 
rejoin the regiment soon. 

At one point the threat to the 
barracks was such that the 
Fusiliers mwed into the woods 
"'3r 14 days. 

From mid-February until 
a e  June no fuel reached 1 
LWP. smct ration in^ of fuel 

battle most of the soldiers were ,' armour and helmets at 
3 

,. . . . .  . 
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YOUR VOTE. 
If you want to vote, your name must be on 

the electoral register. 
As o serving Regular member of HM Forces, 

you only need to register once as a service 
voter, and your vote is assured for the rest of 
your service career, wherever you‘re posted. 

Registration forms are available from the 
admin office of your unit or ship. 

Send the completed form to the appropriate 

electoral ragistrotion officer (the form kM 
you how). You will then be able to vote at dl 
Parliamentary, European Parliamentary and 
local government elections. 

Wives and husbands of Regular members 
of HM Forces can also register as service voters 
or, if they prefer, register each year as civilian 
voters (so long as they ore liiing in the UK). 

Don’t Lose Your Right To Vote. 

.... 
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SSLED B Y  T n E  nOME OFFICE 

Drug testing moves into wider phase 
IN THE first six months of the 
Army’s Compulsory Drugs 
Testing (CDT) programme, 
65 units have been selected at 
random and 67 Army person- 
nel have either proved positive 
or refused to take a test, 
making themselves liable to 
discharge from the Service. 

The introductory phase to 
establish the programme and 
enhance its deterrent effect 
aeainst drug misuse has been 

completed. Testing has taken 
place in the United Kingdom, 
Northern Ireland, Germany 
and Cyprus, with units receiv- 
ing notice of between six hours 
and no warning at all at the dis- 
cretion of the commanding 
affcer. 

CDT teams have tested in a 
variety of situations, ranging 
from all the Army personnel in 
a garrison to a small percentage 
of a single unit. 

Tests have been carried out 
on officers and soldiers per- 
forming duties ranging from 
ceremonial to manning obser- 
vation posts on operational 
tours. The CDT programme 
is now being expanded into 
other overseas commands and 
garrisons, and to troops on 
exercise. 

Some units have been tested 
more than once, and the 
random nature of unit selection 

means this will occur more fre- 
quently as the programme con- 
tinues. 

Tests have been conducted 
over weekends and into silent 
hours at the convenience of 
units. This  flexible application 
reinforces the policy that all 
Army personnel are liable to 
testing whenever and wherever 
they serve, making the drug 
misuser vulnerable to detection 
at any time. 

Highland Gunners join big 
NATO barrage on Serbs 

THE GUNS of 19 Regiment, 
Royal Artillery joined those of 
French and Dutch members of 
the Rapid Reaction Force 
which pounded Bosnian Serb 
Army positions on August 30 
in the largest attack by NATO 
in its 46-year history. 

As 60 aircraft bombed srrate- 
gic targets from Tusla 10 
Gorazde, six British 105mm 
Light Guns, eight French 
155rnm self-propelled how- 
itzers and Dutch 120mm mor- 
tars concentrated on weapons 
which have rained death and 
terror on the people of Saraievo 
for the past three years. 

The guns were reported to 
have fired nearly 600 shells in 
the first 40 minutes following 
three hours of intense bombing 
by NATO warplanes. Among 
the 980 rounds fired on August 
30 were 164 British shells. 

The accuracy of the guns 
ensured more targets were 
destroyed the next day, when 
another 88 rounds were tired. 
Although secondary positions 
had been prepared, no counter 
battery fire was reported. 

The Highland Gunners have 
been in position for six weeks 
since deploying to Mount 
Igman above Saraievo. 

The UN established beyond 
reasonable doubt that it was a 
Serb 120mm mortar which 
killed 37 civilians in a Sarajevo 
market, the incident which trig- 
gered the NATO response. 

Protecting the guns in the 
Mr Igman area is a Task Force 
Alpha company group based 
on The Devonshire and Dorset 
Regiment and supported by 
The Household Cavalry Regi- 
ment and Royal Engineers. 

Royal Welch Fusiliers carry their equipment to waiting trucks on their way home via Belgrade and Split. 

0 From Page 3 

led to soldiers walking instead 
of driving, mule resupply and 
no running hot water, laundry 
service or television.Cooking 
was done on wood-fuelled 
stoves. 

Rations were reduced by a 
third and no mail was received 
for up to eight weeks at a time. 

On the night before the last 
183 British troops withdrew 
from Gorazde a fierce fire fight 
developed and several armed 
renegades entered the camp. 
Two were killed, another 

wounded, and the attack was 
beaten off. 

“It was plain to all of us that 
the incident could he repeated 
if we stayed another night,” 
said Col Riley. “It was possible 
the attitude of the Serbs might 
change, and the window of 
opportunity had to be jumped 
through before it shut for 
ever.” 

He said the Fusiliers felt they 
had succeeded in their aim of 
saving lives and helping 
refugees. 

As well as A, B and C Com- 

pany, support elements and 
tactical HQ at Gorazde, D 
Company was based at Bugo- 
jno and Echelon at Kiseljak. 
There were also detachments 
at Sarajevo, Split, Zagreh and 
also Belgrade, from where the 
Gorazde Force flew to Split. 

Col Rilsy thanked the Welsh 
communities who had given 
his battalion such strong sup- 
port. 

The battalion’s next event 
will be the presentation of UN 
medals and a march through 
Haverfordwest. 
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BOXING 
CLEVER 

1 Racing RSM has gunners in peak shape The Book 
FREE I 

L 
BRITISH gunners deployed around Sarajevo had port Company from the Devon and Dorset8 
a little “dlstractlon” - a  10’hkm round trip to the accepted.” 
peak of Mount Bjelasnlca - thanks to thelr Forty-four runners set off In mist and drizzle to 
“Racing RSM”, WO1 Phll Stuart, RSM of 19 Regi- makethe450m cllmbtothetopofthepeak. Even- 
ment RA. tual winner was the RSM hlmself, followed by Sgt 

“What the guys needed was a distraction, Chef (SSgt) !.ward from the 2nd Battallon of For- 
something to aim for, to motivate them to train eign Legion Infantry. Third home was Sgt Sieve 
during their daily routine in the gun pits,” WardRA. 
explalned RSM Stuart. RSM Stuart and Sgt Ward, who have both rep  

“1 thought it only fair to offer the race to ail the resented the regiment at cross country, are now 
troops based locally, so the gauntlet was thrown planning a 10km road race, the security situation 
down. The French Foreign Legion and Fire Sup allowing. 

ARMY postie Cpl Neil Coull’s 
knock-out punch opened up a 
route for an aid convoy. 

The 29-year-old amateur 
boxer, who was helping to run 
an Army post office at Zepce, 
found the road blocked by 
Bosnian Muslim troops. 

Their commander saw WO 

pairs of boxing gloves in the 
back of Cpl Coull’s Land 
Rover and challenged him to a 
fight. He said the convoy could 
proceed if Coull won. 

The nimble postie had the 
Muslim commander on the 
ropes within 30 seconds, and - 
to the cheers of both sides - a 
swift right ended the one-sided 
contest. 

“Boxing is promoted heavily 
in the Army, and it was good to 
see it being of some use in 
Bosnia,” said a spokesman. 

ne latest Natocars w i a e  to New or usea ~ a r  Buying 
the most comprehensive and informative publication eve 

iroduced and it is a must for anyone thinking of buying 
lew car. r 
t explains the special entitlements now available under ne’ 
:gislation for Tax Free purchase, for use both within an 
Nutside the E.U. and how thousands of pounds can be save 
In over 900 models. I S S U  

WHEN YOU SUBSCRIBE TO ’he Natocars’ Complete Buying Guide will give you fu 
etails of the many other benefits available; how to obtain 
ree valuation for your present car and possibly save payin 
i e  VAT when you sell it; how to enjoy lower monthl, 
mayment finance with free credit protection; an exti 
isurance discount; the re-establishment of your lapsed n 
laims bonus, plus special concessions for ferry travel. 

t details also, special Tax Paid car purchase schemes an 
ow you can buy a used car with complete confidence. I 
wt, everything you need, right through to doorstep delivery! 

I :c 
SC 1 

trench mortars 
TAKE OUT A SUBSCRIPTION TODAY 
AND WE’LL GIVE YOU FOUR BONUS 
ISSUES ABSOLUTELY FREE! 

WHAT seemed like just anoth- 
er routine day in the lives of 
Capt Tony Heath and Bdr 
Gary Day was interrupted by a 
series of shattering explosions. 

Members of a forward 
observation pany t?om 271170 
(Imjin) Battery, 19 Regiment 
RA, they are deployed as part 
of the multinational rapid reac- 
tion brigade on Mount Igman. 

The specialist team of five 
had been based in an OP in the 
northern suberbs of Sarajevo 
for just 12 hours when the Serb 
salvo struck. 

“Eight rounds came in with- 
out any warning, and they were 
close enough to make us 
uncomfortable,” said Bdr Day, 
who was on watch at the time. 

The OP had been directly 
targeted by Serb 12Omm mor- 
tars which were immediately 
identified. “The firing point 
was a known position which we 
had spotted earlier. I quickly 
assessed that we needed to 
respond, and passed the rele- 
vant details to our Fire Sup- 
port Co-ordination Centre:’ 
explained Bdr Day. 

Response was rapid, both 
105mm Light Gun batteries 
getting ready to f i e  from alter- 
nate positions on Mount 
Igman while three mortars 
from the French Foreign 
Legion were deployed forward 
to a prepared position. 

Capt Heath said “Our 
mortar f i e  mission silenced 
the Serb mortars and made it 
unnecessary to use our more 
powerful artillery. 

“We didn’t really have time 

mhL I -- 

To obtain your personal copy now, just 
phone, or post or fax the coupon. 

CALL FREE from: Germany - 01 3085 9806. 
Holland - 06022 9806. Belgium - 078 114310. 

Or call us direct on - 01278 455555. 

Natocars Ltd., Wylds Rd., Bridgwater, Somerset. 

KNATOCARS 
A Rewarding Experience - 

BE THE BEST 
READ THE BEST 

SUBSCRJBE NOW! I Tel. -work: arm: 
home: - FXX: 

21 
I 

I I 

I Anticipated dclivcry date- F O ~  use in (counpv): 

I I am particularly intemsted in: Make /Mode! Send your cheque/PO in E sterling only, 
payable to ‘Soldier” and quoting ref 

“4 free offer” to: 
SOLDIER Subscriptions, 

Ordnance Road, Aldershot, 
Hants, G u l l  2DU 

Telephone 01 252 347353 

Gunners from 19 Regiment RA engage Boanlsn Serb mllltsry objectives wlth their 105mm Light Gun from 
a position on Mount lgman overlooking Sarajevo. They joined NATO warplanes In attacking Serb posltions 

to think about who was firing, 
but I suppose we are the first 
Brits to fire the Legion’s mor- 
tars in quite some time.” 

The effect of the fire mission 
enabled the section to remain 
safely in the OP. 

“What happened speaks vol- 
umes for the great co-opera- 
tion between the French and 

British forces,” said Capt 
Heath. 

The OP is one of a frame- 
work of posts in and around 
the city, incorporating radar 
weapon detectors and sophisti- 
cated sound-ranging systems. 

Commanded by Lt Col Dick 
Applegate, CO 19 Regt.RA, 
the teams have been acquiring 

knowledge of the area since 
they arrived in theatre in June. 

In addition to his own 
resources, Lt Col Applegate’s 
command includes elements 
from the French Foreign 
Legion, the Royal Dutch 
Marines, the 1 D and D Battle- 
group and the Royal Engi- 
neers. 
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(Imjin) Battery, 19 Regiment 
RA, they are deployed as part 
of the multinational rapid reac- 
tion brigade on Mount Igman. 

The specialist team of five 
had been based in an OP in the 
northern suberbs of Sarajevo 
for just 12 hours when the Serb 
salvo struck. 

“Eight rounds came in with- 
out any warning, and they were 
close enough to make us 
uncomfortable,” said Bdr Day, 
who was on watch at the time. 

The OP had been directly 
targeted by Serb 12Omm mor- 
tars which were immediately 
identified. “The firing point 
was a known position which we 
had spotted earlier. I quickly 
assessed that we needed to 
respond, and passed the rele- 
vant details to our Fire Sup- 
port Co-ordination Centre:’ 
explained Bdr Day. 

Response was rapid, both 
105mm Light Gun batteries 
getting ready to f i e  from alter- 
nate positions on Mount 
Igman while three mortars 
from the French Foreign 
Legion were deployed forward 
to a prepared position. 

Capt Heath said “Our 
mortar f i e  mission silenced 
the Serb mortars and made it 
unnecessary to use our more 
powerful artillery. 

“We didn’t really have time 
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To obtain your personal copy now, just 
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Telephone 01 252 347353 

Gunners from 19 Regiment RA engage Boanlsn Serb mllltsry objectives wlth their 105mm Light Gun from 
a position on Mount lgman overlooking Sarajevo. They joined NATO warplanes In attacking Serb posltions 

to think about who was firing, 
but I suppose we are the first 
Brits to fire the Legion’s mor- 
tars in quite some time.” 

The effect of the fire mission 
enabled the section to remain 
safely in the OP. 

“What happened speaks vol- 
umes for the great co-opera- 
tion between the French and 

British forces,” said Capt 
Heath. 

The OP is one of a frame- 
work of posts in and around 
the city, incorporating radar 
weapon detectors and sophisti- 
cated sound-ranging systems. 

Commanded by Lt Col Dick 
Applegate, CO 19 Regt.RA, 
the teams have been acquiring 

knowledge of the area since 
they arrived in theatre in June. 

In addition to his own 
resources, Lt Col Applegate’s 
command includes elements 
from the French Foreign 
Legion, the Royal Dutch 
Marines, the 1 D and D Battle- 
group and the Royal Engi- 
neers. 
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YOUR DUTCH 
PARACHUTING WINGS 

IN A FEW DAYS! 

Paracentrum Texel organises weekly courses for 
novice parachutists. 

After five jumps you qualify for the internationally 
recognised A-licence and receive the Dutch wings. 

Call your military contact for information and 
prices daily: 

Simon Woerlee 00 31 2220 11464 
Roy Mobsby 01 703 899369 

or write to 
Paracentrum Texel, Postweg 128, 

1795 JS De Cocbdorp, Texel, 
The Netherlands 
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Rescue is quacking 
FORMER Green Howards sol- 
dkr Dave Turner has been 
rewarded for helplng a damsel 
In dtstreaa and nrculng her 
kmlly . ..of ducklings 

Now employed aa a wcurlty 
guard after 22 years in the 
Army, Dave waa on duty at the 
rear gate of lmphal Barracks In 

~ 

York when he notlced a very 
dlatressed duck. Seven of Its 
brood had fallen through a 
grate Into a draln. 

One by one, Dave managed 
to Im the duckllngs out and re  
unlte them wnh thelr mother. 

Mal Gan Patrick Cordlngley, 
GOC 2nd Division, lnatnuted 

success I 
the Order of the Mallard Certlfl- 
cato of Marlt In recognition of 
the actlon and presented it to 
Dave at h k  headquarters. 

'(1 am dellghted Dave dldn't 
duck hl8 responrlbilities and 
managed to amooth r M k d  
feathere," commented Gsn 
Cordlnglay. 

TROOPS and Royal Air Force 
specialists now providing fire- 
fighting cover on Merseyside 
will remain on stand-by until 
the end of September. 

A series of nine-hour strikes 
being staged by firemen is 
being escalated 10 18-hour 
periods from September 12. 

Following an appeal for help 
from the Home Office, more 
than 300 soldiers of the 
Chester-based 2nd Battalion,' 
The Royal Regiment of 
Fusiliers went on standby at 
IM centres with a fleet of 24 
Green Goddesses, the first 
time the vehicles have been on 
the streets since the national 
tiremen's strike in 1977. 

Under Maj Guy Hornby, the 
Fusiliers completed a week of 
training in &fighting tech- 
dques, 6rst aid and driving 
skills at Donnington. 
During the first nine-hour 

strike, on August 17, soldiers 
responded to 48 out of more 
than 200 emergency calls. 
There were no serious inci- 

' dents and the troops were 
largely involved in dealing with 
grass and rubbish fires. 
This pattern has largely con- 

tinued and by the end of 
Angust the Service firefighters 
had provided cover during five 
nine-hour strikes, with soldiers 
answering 178 calls. 

Troops have dealt with one 
fatality. No Servicemen have 
been injured on firefighting 
duties although some Fusiliers 
suffered sli&t problems from 
inhaling smoke. 

1 

Fusilie.-; keep 
fire watch on 
I,'I i rseyside 

Soldiers from 2 RRF complete intonaive fldghtlng training n Don- 
nlngton before deploying to Msrseysyrkle to man Groen Goddessss 
durlng a aerles of stoppages by flre brlgedea 

- 
What the papers have been saying - 

Colchester 
shock for 
delinquents 
considered 
YOUNG offenders could be sent 
to the Miliary Corrective Training 
Centre at Colchester under plans 
being consuered in Whitehall. - 
Times 

0 Medical and legal experts inves- 
tigating cases of so-called Gulf War 
syndrome are to track each suffer- 
er's journey through the battle 
zone. - Porfsmouih News 

0 The Army's response to the 
ceasefire in Northern Ireland has 
been basedontheoldmilitarypre- 
cept that an enemy's declared 
intentions matter less than his 
capabilities. - Guardian 

P About 9.04 miiiion television 
viewers - half the available audi- 
ence -watched the VJ Day 50th 
anniversary Saturday night 
events, including the fireworks 
display over the Thames. - 
Guardian 

0 More than 16,000 unoccupied 
government-owned homes - most 
of them MOD properly - are cost- 
ing E175 million a year in lost rev- 
enue and maintenance fees, 
acmrding to the pressure group 
Empty Homes Agency. - Times 

0 A farmer turned to the fire 
brigade and the Army for help 
after being refused mmpensation 
when the water supply to his farm 
near Godalming, Surrey, dried up. 
Special permission had to be 
obtained from the parish muncil 
for the Army to enter his village as 
military vehicles are normally 
restricted. - Daily Telegmph 

P Six retired RAMC ma@r gener- 
als have signed an exclusive peti- 
tion to the House of Commons 
Defence Committee in a fresh 
attempt to save the Cambridge 
Military Hospital at Aldershot. - 
Aldershot Mail 

Catterick soldiers head for deepest Himalayas - 
Expedition leader Maj Rick SIX Canerick-based soldiers from 19 Mechanised Brigade 

are to walk through the world's HQ will scale a 5,OOh-high Bevan, an officer with the 
deepest valley during a 21-day, pass to Makalu after negotiat- Brigade of Gurkhas, said 
2 0 0 b  trek through the ing the Ann River valley "This makes the valley more 
Nepalese Himalayas. between Everest (8,848m) and than 6,096m deep, dwarfmg 

9 
Four men and two women Kanchenjunga (8,586m). the Grand Canyon." 
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., Rescue 
recognised 1 Making history in Gibral 

tar were (from left) 
Sergeant Major Instruc- 
tor WO1 Tony Bexon 
SASC ,coach LCpl 
Albert Slater and LCpl 
Wayne Barton. both TA 
Class A members of the 
Gibraltar Reaiment. Nor- 

.).- #iiimia 

mally, one NCO from the ,' 

L, 1 

Fi 
local 'Border Hunt point- 
to-point members' race 
was Mr Thomas Scott. 
seen receiving the Oner- 
burn Training Area Chal- 
lenge Cup from Lt Col 
John Charteris. the 
Onerburn Commandant, 
and his wife, Antoinette. 

Happy recipient of a GOC's letti 
of commendation is Sgt Mart 
Blade. currently with RAC Bovin! 
ton, pictured aner a passing-01 
parade at the Army School , 
Physical Training, Aldershot. WI 
Sgts SI Dave Bunting and Nick -4 

Right: Cpl Frank Williams 
(centre), from 1 PWRR. intro- 
duces a group from Newtown 
Youth Centre at Southampton 
to the assault course at 
Marchwood Military Port, 
Hampshire. Their visit was 
part of a fortnight of activities, 
sponsored by British Gas, 
aimed at breaking down CUI- 
tural and social barriers and 
boosting self-confidence. 

I Gen Sir Charles Guthrie 
helps Mrs Frances Brown 
cut a cake to mark her 
retirement after 23 years I with the MOD, the last 15 

saved six childrc 
I in North Wale - from Charlton. drown h 

when their 
canoe cap- 
sized. 

A cut abov 
the rest. . . 'U Lignr 

work 
for the 
REME 

of them as personal mes- 
- 

senger to the Chief of the General Staff. Frances served six 
Chiefs after joining CGS's office in November 1981. They 
include Fd Marshal Lord Bramall, Fd Marshal Sir John 
Slanier, Fd Marshal Sir Nigel Bagnall. Fd Marshal Sir John 
Chapple, and Fd Marshal Sir Peter lnge and Gen Guthrie. 

I e ._. ntMt ana civiiian 
metalsmiths serving 
with 34 (Northern) 
Signal Regiment (V) 
-(from left) Brian 
Jowett. Oakes. Sgt Cpl Geoff Fred 

Weller. SSgt Paul 
Geoff Fitzmaurice Rowling and ~ 

built one of 125 bea- 
cons spanning Britair 
10 mark the 125th 
anniversary of the 
Red Cross 

1 
----------- 

rProving popular with the public at the 
I Greater Manchester Police Show 
I and doing their bit to boost enquiries 
I at the mobile Army Careers Informa- 
I lion Office were Corporal of Horse 
I Paul Harris. RHGID. a recruiter at 
I AClO Manchester. and police horse 

Kingston. The mounted recruiter led 
I the march-past at Manchester's VJ 
I parade. 
L----------- 

Caterer's 
clasp - 
Already the holder of a Meritorious 
Service Medal and a Long Service 
and Good Conduct Medal, WO1 
lvan Beatty. catering officer at 
Brecon Barracks until he completed 
his Regular Army service earlier this 
year, has been awarded a clasp to 
go with his LS and GC medal. lvan is 

0-year-old suspen- 
n Huntly. Scotland, 
new suspension Winners of the 1994195 Southern Dis- mander RLCTC Deepcu 

trict Energy Efficiency Awards - an Barry Hobson is Derek 
inscribed tantalus containing two cut sponsors Satchwell Cont 
glass decanters - were Royal Logistic At the Bovington 
Corps Training Centre, Deepcut and made by Satchwell's 
the Support Unit at the RAC Centre (second left), were Brig 
Bovington (right). Presenting the Wolverson. Lt Cols N 
award, lor which Army units in south- and Brian Bell and (righ 
ern England compete to encourage Balnes, Commander Logi 
savings, chiefly in energy manage- at District Headquarters, 
ment. to Brig Paul Evans (right). Com- who devised the competition. I 
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Victory parade - how it looked last 
m time I I I and the time before that-;>, 

FIRST : 
Women’s Volunteer Corns and the The VJ Day 50th anniver- 

sary parade in London to 
mark the end of the war 
was not the first of its kind. 
A glance through the 1946 
pages of Wdier reveals 
details of two earlier Victo- 
ry parades. The first, in 
1919, commemorated the 
end of the First World War, 
the second, in 1946, cele- 
brated the end of the 
Second World War 

I 
HUNDREDS of thousands of 
Britons waited hours to see the 
pageant of victory when 20,000 
Allied Servicemen and women 
followed their war leaders in a 
seven-mile procession through 
the heart ofLondon on Saturday, 
July 19,1919. 

Soldier reported that Nelson’s 
Column was decorated with 20 
tons of laurel. Flags and bunting 
transformed wery  street. 

. . . “the people near the Victo- 
ria Memorial had just sung one of 
the popular songs of the war:’ 
wrote a Daily Express reporter, 
“when, with dramatic sudden- 
ness, General Pershing, riding a 

Palestine Police. 
The Glider Pilot Reniment, the 

IN 1946 Soidzer recorded rhat 
German PoWs were used exten- 
sively to build temporary camps 
to house soldiers taking part in 
London’s Victory Parade. 

Massive crowds again lined the 
route on June 8, when a march- 

from all over the British Empire 
and Allied countries, and a 
mechanised column of 480 vehi- 
cles - ranging from jeeps to the 
heaviest armoured fighting , machines - passed through in 
celebration of Victory Day. 

Famous commanders drove in 

ing column of 21,000 troops 

Commandos and &e Jewish 
Brigade marched with the A n y  
contingent. 

The evening entertainments 
included dancing to the music of 
military bands in St James’s, 
Green, Hyde and Regent’s Parks. 
The King arrived at the Houses of 
Parliament to be greeted h 

Anti-Air& Command and 41 
aerial maroons. 

salute kom 80 warchlights 

IN LINE 
HEADING the Army’s marching 
column in 1946 were men of The 
Queen’s Royal Regiment - the 
Second of Foot. (No, the Royal 
Scots had not been disbanded. 
T h q  were marching at the head of 
the Scots contingent later in the 
procession). 

Heel-and-toeing with the best 
was a grizzled colour sergeant with 
two rows of ribbons on his breast. 
The Soldier report recorded. the 
incident thus: ‘Wow and again a 
faraway look comes into his eye: he 
is remembering incidents of that 
other Victory Parade in which he 
marchedin 1919. 

“A Territorial soldier, then as 
now, it was 34 years since young 
Fred Gibbins joined what is now 
the 1/6 Battalion, The Queen’s 
Royal Regiment. He proudly 
claims that he was the oldest sol- 
dier to stay with his battalion wher- 
ever there was fighting. If anyone 
doubts that he was in the thick of 
things, he could point to the ribbon. 
of the Military Medal at the head 
of his 6rst row. 

“He earned that in the Mareth 
Line for gallanpy when some 
ammunition trucks caught tire 
under a rain of shells. He saved a 

I 
m 

the procession, and special con- 
-ts represented workers and 
defenders of the Home Front. 
King George VI, accompanied 
by members of the Royal Family, 
took the salute in the Mall. 

To allow as many people as 
possible to see something of the 
parade, the mechanised column 
followed a circuitous route 
through cenual London, passing 
the Royal Mint, Tower Hill, 
London Bridge and the Oval, 
before re-crossing the Thames at 
Vauxhall Bridee. The 122- 

I 
FOR specwon at the 1848 Victory 
Celebrations, the rumble of heavy 
tracksonthastmetsof London her- 
alded the armoured contingent of 
the Brltlah Army. At Its head was a 
brand new Comet, Britain's latest 
and Rnest cruiser tank, resplendent 
In spotless green paint. 

In the turret, earphone8 over his 
beret, was a tail, rangy figurn with a 
weather-hten face, a typical a v -  
airy offlcer - Lt Col RG Byron, DSO, 
417 Royal Dragoon Guarda, com- 
mander of the tank and the 
armoured contingent 

Col Byron, fmm Winchester, had 
hurrled home from aorvlca in New 
Zealend when wor was declared to 
rejoin his regiment ~e sarved In the 

minute processizn cuhninated in 
a drive-past salute at the saluting 

Sherman tanks shared the pro- 
cession with YMCA mobile can- 
teens, half-tracks and DUKW 

amphibious vehicles. 
At the end of the Royal Army Ordnance 

Corps contingent were jeeps of the Army 
Film and Photographic Unit carrying uni- 
formed reporters and photographers. Their 
work, often carried out under iire, filled the 
pages of many illustrated publications 
worldwide, including Soldim. 

Behind them were famous war correspon- 
dents and the mobile - and very popular - 
canteens of Naa6 and the First Aid Nursing 
Yeomanry. 

Elsewhere in the city, a separate marching 
column, thousands strong, marched from 
Marble Arch, along Oxford Street, Charing 
Cross Road, and past Trafalgar Square 
before catching up with the mechanised 
column in time to follow it along the Mall. 

Bands, including musicians from Iraq, 
Yugoslavia, Mexico, China and the USSR, 
led the way. Among the more unusual colo- 
nial units taking part were the East Africa 
Military Nursing Service, the Johore Volun- 
teer Force from Malava. the Mantitius 

tine chesmut, came past the base in the Mall. 
pylons at the top ofthe Mall and July 19,1919 Troops march towards Trafalgar Square. Note the Japan- 
so into view of the thousands ese flag (rlght). Japan waa one of the A111es during the First World War 
round about.” 

Behind the general marched 5,000 Amer- nationalities. The French, led by Marshal 
icans eight abreast, steel-helmeted, with Foch on a black horse, had tied hundreds of 
bayonets fixed. They were followed by Bel- tiny Union flags to their bayonets. 
gians, French, Italians, Japanese, Rumani- Fd Marshal Haig rode at the head of a 
ans, Serbians, Siamese and many other mow of famous war eenerals. followed bv 

June 8, 1946: New Zealand Troops pass through Whitehall to Trafal- 
gar Square. They were parl of a marchlng column of 21,OW soidlars 

BEF and &pod from Dunkirk. 
Latw he commanded hls mgiment and llweii RAC. Before the war he had been an 
landed wlth 417 on 0-Day, earning e DSO on ssslstant conductor of the BBC’s Over- 
the Normandy beechas. Inelde the Comet Orchestra. A fortnight leter he rejoined the 
were four cmw members. The gunner, and Corporalion. Keeping tha Comet on line was 
adjutant of the contingent, was Capt J C Hel- drlver LCpl F Painter RTR, from Choiray, 

Berkshlre. He had fougMwfth 
the lat Parachute Brigade in 
Italy, was taken prisoner at 
Arnham and rejoined the RTR 
when he was liberated. 

At the radlo, through which 
the commander controlled 
his contingent, Waa LCpl T 
Grounds, 25 Dragoone, of 
Broxix~ume, HerIs. A sollcl- 
tor’s artlcled cladc, he served 
in India and Bunna and 

nasty situation by standing 6rm with a spit- 
ting Sten-gun when things seemed to be 
going too well for the Germans. 

“He was 48 years old and had 31 years’ 
service when that happened. ‘I think the 
King was surprised when he presented the 
medal to an old ’nn like me,’ he said.” 

In ciwy street, CSgt Gibbins MM, was a 
driver with Bermondsey Borough Council. 

I 

06cers and men, the 
Household Cavalry 
and massed flags. 
Then came four 
Whippet tanks “snort- 
ing and p-g out 
Smoke”. 

The procession 
took two hours to pass 
the royal pavilion, and 
the celebrations went 
on far into the night. 
In Hyde Park, the 
massed bands of the 
Brigade of Guards 
accompanied a 1,000- 
strong Imuerial Choir 

1 4 $! .’ 1 I 
Pi- I fouaht On the Arekan front. 

wni; the veleranr In the h n k  
was one of a nsw genmtlon, 
the gunner mechanic, t B  
year-old Tpr Ben Jones RAC, 
of Leominstar. Agaugb 

Fint tank - a Zonwt - whh her cmw (ldt to rlgM) corn- msbr, he voiuntnrul ta the 
mmdu Lt Col Byron, LCpl Palntar, LCpl Grounds, Tpr Jones Army six month. b.ton h k  

; 

- -  
German PoWs bullda camp in Regent‘s Park to house soldiers taking of Peace and Thanks- 
p r l  in the 1946 victory pare& giving. 
14 
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. .  

We CAN have faith in our youngsters 
MOST of the let$rs I gat 
d for advice, and there IS 
a certain sabsfactbx in 
being able to ~pve it 

I aQ0 recetve letters fmm 
those wanting to get m- 
thing OR the0 CheSLs. h r  
letters are very welrmne 
because they give me R e v  
perspemvesonisues or 
CoofinnOklMles 

Just such a let$K wed 
recently from a mader in 
Nntt~nghamsNre Wailihg 
his experiences in the 
1950swhenheandhlsmfe 
were kept ap& for five 
years because of quarter- 
w shortaaes, the m m  
spondent saul he was sure 
today's Forcea 'would 
never have & asdualion 
todeal wim in pacatrme" 

HIS nde annrsd a few 
daysafterthe VJ D a y m  
ann- mmmemoca- 
hons andpmvlded anecho 
fofremarlcsmdeakmgthe 
geme lines by an old mend. 

Many people, watchw 
footage of the h o r n  of 
m, say today's young sol- 
$ 4 ~ 8  would not wcvive a 
pimilar experience becaose 

they have soft on gasp at the precisbn of 
posl-1945 weifare. We their marching on ceremo- 
have heard much of the nial duties, or make us all 
Army's supposed disquiet wonder at the enthusiasm 
at the quality of its new and skin wim whim they 

IaW'difficUil and 
densemuS tasks 
home and abroad. 
When you w d d e r  
what wr young sol- 
diers endured in 
Northern Ireland. 
what they rmnt 
t h u g h  in the Fdk- 
lands and the GUM, 
and what they are 
wrrently putling up 

recruits -they can't 
run. have no stami- 
na, am wMngers 
etc, say the crihcs. 

Much of thb, of 
Dam. is allacd&l 
and useful only to 
thoseiradilionalctit- 
icsoftheyoung- 
me old. 

Were the rew ' 
reuuits of yester- 
year reaily xipr-fn, well- with in former Y w a v i a ,  

Gventhekckofnational is still turning out young 
health care and educstion men and m e n  of exhaor- 
in p-war Britein. I dwM b dinary calibre? 

I have a W i n g  sergeant And what of Wi fam- 
majors of evay generation ilies? They mpe with life m 
have put W r  heada in their an extraordinary way. Many 
hands at first sight of the young wo@mn lose any 
soflies in frontofthemand hope of a career to many 
wondered how they were theirsoldiers-andgetp- 
exwted to turn them into aws i i ie  from 

The fact Is. they suc- Oneso!dier'swRelkmw 

muldn'ttumwtthekindof band onaMarchnmming 
&dim who make nowds and didn't see him w i n  

y 
fed and motivated? W l ~ Y O l l E d o ~ t h e A r m ~  

ploper-. state tor doing so. 

ceeded. And still do or they waved g-e to her hus- 

until SBptember. While he 
was away on duly she 
packed up their flat, 
marched out, moved in at a 
new location, marched in. 
dealt had the WWI car a useless serviced, boiler, and 

watched as mrlonen 
removBd ail the wtndows in 
the house before disap 
pearing for a w k l  

Ail in a foreion munny. 
I would argue that m, 

more then ever, the ~ritish 
Army pmvMes an excallent 
environment in which to 
devebp charmer, and 
strenuous efforts should be 
made to defend the selVb3 
againsteffatstodragil 
~tothecivi l lanworld. 

But R needs a mnstant 
Mlpplv Of Young people 
atbacled to a F a 1  way of 
lite. 

mere were. last time I 
w, still plaoes on the 
Armvs h r y  scheme. 
TheF~oesspxiwabout 700 students a year. In the 

current climate of declining 
student loans, the packaga 
is altraaive. 

Borne un ivem stu- 

dents luw enough to be 
term. selected After will three r a w  years E500 they a 

do a course at sandhum 
reanVe a mission and 
sewe a minimum of three 
yearsasandfmr. 

O(hers aim for the 
harder-tc-achleve mdef- 
ships, which invoive gettng 
a probatbiwy mmrnigsi 

on a small salary and sew 
Army ing at afterwards. least five years in me 

F a  youngstm thinking 
abwt how to empby men 

career worth in considering. A m y  is well 

AndweWlcoowthat  
their instructors have JUC- 
caedal when the Class of 
gs or am6 slts beck h 
grey-haired later ltfe to 
dewre Wm unsuitabii of 
the latest bunch of rwults. 

m e  Nllg to UrrveMy 

hard-w A Levels, a 

The challenges should 
stin be mere. 

. C a r l R o b r t l p . u l l  
c M * r p o w o n -  
ndlawMbtohraBFBs. 

4 for effort a5 

m 
~intheMMKil@Gin 
was rnmkhd in Germany 

Sixth form pupils m the 
three secondary sohools 
s e ~ n g  Bnttsh Forces Ger- 
many turned In 8n o w l  
pass rate of 86 per cent, 
compared with 84 per cent 
achieved in the UK. 

The Improvement is a 
two-point increase for Ser- 
WOB Children's Schools. 
andarecord. 

There was a correspond- 
ing one per cant Improve- 
ment (lm 49 to 50) In the 
lHOpwtim of entre8 greded 
A, B or C - usually needed 
for unwersty entrance or to 
secure the indhndual's pre. 
ferredoourses. 

Not a smgle student 
failed in art, buslness stud- 
ms, man and soaology, 
despite rignificant numbers 
enmmg these SWS. 
ltiemstpleasingimpmve. 
mSm. however. was m the 

Silky message for the world 

nuniber of entries, EGUsh. 
Sixty-three per mt of 

students gained grades A, 
B or C, wmplned to &per 
cant last year, and 93 per 
cant passed. 

This compared well wiIh 
the results in m e n ,  tradi- 
tionally the high-flyer In 
BFG, which had a 100 per 
m t  pass rate for an 
increased number of 
entries and a 68 per cent 
pass at A to C grades. , 

Individual indications are 
that most scS(NWE) stu- 
dents will have little d W I -  
t y  in Dearring their first or 
h o n d  choices for higher 
education. 

In addih, four students 
at Windsor schod who fob 
lowed GNVQ vocational 
courses as an aitemative ta 
A Levels gained entry to 
unive&es. SCS (North 
West Europe) is a defence 
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Pommies fall Mke 
I I  

Last  Big Parade 
AT the end of the two-dinute silence at a 
service of remembrance and commitment 
held in London to mark the 50th anniver- 
sary of the end of the Second World War, a 
Lancaster bomber flew low over Bucking- - 
ham Palace. 

Its bomb aimer had the Victoria Memor- 
ial in his sights. There, the Royal Family 
and tens of thousands ofwar veterans, their 
families and spectators, looked up expec- 
tantly, writes LDurie Manton. 

One million blood-red poppies were 
released, hanging like a curtain of remem- 
brance in the sky, a vivid reminder of the 
sacrifices made during the Second World 
War. 

Earlier, team were shed as Viscount 
Slim, son of the wartime commander, read 
the Kohima epitaph - When you go horn, 
IEU rhm2 of us and say, Forpur f m m ,  w 
gave our today - and the nation remem- 
bered those who died and those broken in 
body and mind by their experiences. 

Then, more than 20,000 Second World 
War veterans took pan in what was dubbed 
the Lapt Big Parade. Many were members 
of Gen Bill Slim's "Forgotten Army". They 
had waited 50 yeam to be remembered, and 
remembered they certainly were. 

Flanked by political leaders and chief3 of 
defence staffs from around the world, the 
Queen and other members of the Royal 
Family stepped on to a dais in the Mall to 
await the arrival of the marchers. 

A handful of heroes holding the Victoria 
and George Crosses led the parade. They 
included Maj Agansing Rai of the 5th 
Royal Gurkha Rifles, who won a VC in 
Burma in 1944, and John Kenneally, an 
Irish Guardsman who won his VC in 
Tunisia in 1943. 

Behind them marched flag parties and 
veterans from 67 dependent territories, 
participating Commonwealth and orher 
countries who fought fok the Crown. 

Countries represented ranged from the 
Cayman Islands to Sierra Leone and from 
Western Samoa to the Republic of Kiribati. 
The last-named, formerly the Gilbert 
Islands undl independence in 1979, was 
occuDied bv Taoan in 1942 and was used 

1 

The O w n  snU Fd Manhal Lord Bnml h 

Pacific on H M S  Whelp and was in Tu-,- 
Bay when the Japanese signed the surren- 
der document. Prince Pbilip was accompa- 
nied by the association's president, 
Viscount Slim, and Countess Mountbatten 
ofBurma. 

Following them were members of 18 
other tridervice organisations including 
the Royal British Legion, Women's Auxil- 
iary Services Burma (WASBIES), the 
Dunldrk and Normandy Veterans Associa- 
tions, Veterans ofthe Greek Campaign and 
the Italy Star Association. 

The Memorable Order of Tin Hats was 

vete eradaslongthem 

alb, .,$resented. Foundc, ... 1927, this 
little-known brotherhood perpenrates the 
unforgettable frontline comradeship devel- 
oped over two world wars. 

Wartime memories were stirred by the 
names of some Army, corps and regimental 
associations taking part - for example the 
Eighth Army, Monte Cassino and Rats of 
T o b d  Associations. 

There were speaal cheers for veterans of 
the Indian Army and Gurkha Brigade, the 
First Aid Nursing Yeomanry, and the in- 
pensioners of the Royal Hospital, Chelsea 
wearine their distinctive scarlet frock coats. - 

for Bnush nuclear Former members of Britam's 

-from 1957 to 1964. 
weapons - on chnstmas Island Royalty, defence chiefs Home Guard and the Women's 

Land Army marched, too. 
The Gurkha Bngade Associa- 

uon conangent mcluded one 
Second World War veteran from 
each of the ten Gurkha d e  reg- 

Burma -gat Star Assonaaon the head contm- of the and pollticians salute 
gent was the D* of E h -  
burgh. He had served in the 
18 

the old and bold 

iments which fought with the then Indian 
Army. In Ghurka hats for the occasion to 
ensure recognition, all but two of the old 
soldiers wore honours, including five Mili- 
tary Medals and an Indian Distinguished 
Service Medal. 

The procession, which included a drive- 
past of wartime tanks, mcka and 

armoured cars from the Invicta Military 
Vehicle Preservation Society, took more 
than 90 minutes to make its way past the 
Queen. 

In one of the VIP spectator stands, the 
Chief of the Defence Srsft, Fd Marshal Sir 
Peter Jnge, Defence Secretary Michad 
Pordlo, Armed Forces Minister Nicholas 

Soames, former Prime Minister Bdward 
Heath and Labour Party leader Tony Blair 
were among those who responded with 
gunto to the old soldiers marching by. They 
waved and applauded enthusiastically. 

Last past the dais were member8 of a 
marching contingent from the Regular Ser- 

OTwntoPagS20 
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Cardiff Castle provldes the backdrop to the commemorations in Wales 

The last  , C. e - , % "  big parade 
ndon Regiment, Royal Wessex Yeoman- 
124 Petroleum Squadron RLC and 68 

Marching musicians from the Army 
the Massed Bands of The Household 

adier Guards and the 3rd Battalion, The 
Royal Gurkha Ritles, and another from the 
Reserves Forces, which included soldiers 
from The London Regiment and a female 
Army Reserve contingent drawn from vari- 
ous Territorial Army units commanded by 
C a p  IAda Chadwick, Intelligence Corps, 
and cqmprising female soldiers from the Gurkha Rifles. ~ , ' ' .  

says i t s  
nal 

thank 
f0U to 
reteransl 

Director of Music was Mal Bob Garrily 

bands joined them, floodlights were 
avitched on and the massed bands 
launched into Walton's Crown Imperial. 

As Parry's I Was Glad was sung by a 300- 
strong choir augmented by five trumpeters 
from each Service, the Royal party arrived. 

Fd Marshal Lord Bramall, Lord Lieu- 
tenant of Greater London, escorted the 
Queen, the Duke of Edinburgh and Prince 
Edward to the Royal Box, to join Viscount 
Slim, Prime Minister John Major and other 

iV :, pageantry, pamotic readings and 
thc prcsence of Royalty combined to tug at 
the heartstrings of Second World War vet- . . 

The massed bands marched slowly for- 
ard, playing Elgar's Pomp and Circum- 

stance No. 4. Then came the evocative ~ ~~~~ ~~ ~ ~ 

sound of an air-raid siren, followed by the 
fmt bars of Beethoven's Fifth Symphony - 
the V for Victory signal. . . 

A Commonwealth medlev bv the massed _ .  
bands at Horse Guards gave way to a read- 
.mg from Dylan Thomas's And Death Shall 
Have No Dominion by Lord Tonypandy, 
gormer Speaker of the Commons. 

' ~ The huge screens suspended at either 

f the live television broadcasts from the 
ther three chosen venues was under way. 
On the stage at CardiiTCastle, a sopra- 

ng in Welsh, a 550-strong male voice 
ir adding a backing before they them- 

: 
: 

. %de . ~. of the stage burst into life and the first 
e m s  far and k d e  as the VJ commemora- 
dons drew to a close. 

It was, after all, they who were the focal 
point as The Final Tribute reached its 
climax. 

House was transformed into a huge theatri- 
cal backdrop to a Beat Retreat and Cere- 

In London, the Admiralty's Dover ves did full justice to Cwm Rhonda 
London, a Welsh dragon and 

inn flag, projected onto the build 
mony of Remembrance. 

Simultaneously, veterans were a m -  
bled at Cardiff Castle, with the Prince of. 
Wales in attendance, Carrickfergus Castle, 
Belfast, where the Duke of York - Colonel- 
&-Chief of the Royal Irish Regiment - was 
present, and Edinburgh Castle, attended 
by the Princess Royal. 

JUST after 8 pm on August 20, the Band of 
the Scots Guards eptered Harse auanls 
playing I Be& To Glargow. The Band of 
the Grenadier Guards followed with ?%e., 

~ 1 Guards, dominated the arena 
Col Dand Price, Scots Gum( 

Director of Music, raised his baton for a 
salute to the Services. 

The giant, ghostly images on the back- 
drop changed from sailors to soldiers to 
fighter pilots, with women looking sky- 
wards, as the foot bands moved fomard to 
play, in nun, Jack T h p  Lad and Rule Bn- 
zannra, and, joined by the mounted bands, 
There's Smnezhing About A Soldiet and the 
Dambusters March. 

The senior ranks of Equity seemed to 

A veteran salutes the Queen In the Mall 

JaErey, the Far Eastern section of the 
evening began in London. 

An image of a Gurkha was projected on 
to the clock tower overlooking Horse 
Guards and the choir began to whistle the 

tune most redolent of the hell 
which the jungle veterans bad 
endured 50 years previously - 
the Riwr Kwai March (Colonel 
B o w ) .  

The rune was taken up by the 
massed bands, followed by a 
song which will continue to be 
sung by members of the Burma 
Star Association until they 
draw their last breath: The Road 

As the reading which folf 

words: Best of the braye, m m  1 To Mandalay. 

lowed came to an end, with the 

g m u s  of the generous, R~UB* 
had a coutmy mort gratap 
fried zhnn you, the Pipes and 
Drums of the 3rd Battalion, 
The Royal Gurkha Rifles 
entered the arena to warm 

have been d s t e d  for the occasion as, one 
by one, Keith Michell, Joan Plowright (For 
l'hose In prril On The Sea), Denis Quilley 
(Kipling's Tommy Azkinr) and Sir John 

yohnny Head In Air) gave readings. 
ige symbolic harp was displayed on 

me oackdrop as actor Mark McGann read 
Thomas Moore's Minrnel Boy and the 
second live television link, this rime witb 
Northern h h d ,  got under way. 

A youthful dance troop and a flute banc 
display at Carrickfergus were succeel 
the massed bands playing SI Pamck' 
Ushered in by an exmct from, 

Conrad's Buth, S a d  by Indian actor 
1 
I 

applause. 
The Gurkhas moved 08, a 

man backdrop appeared on 
&e Horse G w d s  buildings, 
and massed pipes and drums 
on the torch-lit esplanade at 
Edinbuqh Castle marchec 
simultaneously on to the t w c  
television s m n s  for the third 
live Link-up, A veteran eumh proudly A r lute  In (he turret ot a 

Daimler armoured car during the drive put 

Green Hills of TyrOr and Tke Bad8 I .  
Ova proved an ideal ch( ir an evenin# 
of bitter-sweet nostalgia. 

To a "homecoming* backdrop, thr 
massed bands in London took over the 
mantle to play a mixture of victory tunes, 
Dame Judi Dencb gave a reading and two 
g u n s  from The Kmg's Troop RHA were 
wheeled m. 

slides changed to VJ Day newspaper 
nes and then to giant poppies as 

: Thompson's Pol- . read 

roar oands marcnea s'--'- f o m r d  and 

21 
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5 -. 
& Soldiers of tF-7 I AL 

world unite 
ON THE day of the bapsmde, the drill 
square at Wellington Barrsdrs echoed to 
the sound ofmany tongues and took on a 
multi-coloured hue. 

It w88 here that rhe flag parties and vet- 
eram from Britain’s other wartime armies 
gathered to prrparc for the bq day. 

G i i -  mingled with Solomon 
blendas and Sri LanLans, while wartime 
Nepalese gmerals rubbed shoulders wnh 
Namiiiana and Israelis. 
lbo kilted London Sans, LCpl 

Grpham Kamam and Re Jmes Clark, 
met three membas of the 2nd Fiji 
InfknW Regiment who had travelled 
fWm their United Nations duties in Israel 
to attend. , 

One of the P i  - SSgt Maciu 
DaMbnlarm -wore the Le& d’Honneur 
he had received for saving the lives of 
duee wounded French soldiem in the 

Jordanian Army coniingcnt. Both group 
weardistinctiveheadmess. 

A t 6 f t 3 m w i t h o u t h i w ~ i U r u k  
towered above the Jordanipn mops in 
thar ml-and-white Arab k&eh head- 
dress held in place by an d - t w o  rings 
made of goat’s wool &re. 

One Maltese Seamd World War yefuc 
an, Lt Col Gusrav chruaw &airman of 
the Royal British k o n  (Malra), had 
taken part m the 1946 Victory h d e .  
Then, he carried the regimental Colours 
Of the 1st King‘s Own Malta Regiment, at 
thckeadoftheparade,tomarktheBntisb 
people’s regard for the George Cross 
Island. 
Now a statwart of the Royal British 

Legion’s Mra branch, he told Sddm 
that he carried the Colours from six in the 
morning to two o’dodpm the afternoon. 

“It‘s 60 gratifying to be back agsin after 
almost 50 years. I just had to return,” he 
said. 

Before the parade, the tlags ofrhe 67 
dependentterritorh, pmiapting Com- 
monwealth and other countries who 
foughtunderthe C m  were hung over a 
railing for safe keeping and to allow any 
creases to fall out. 

I 

m 

Lebanon. 
The Fibs’  o d e  uniform attracted 

the attentions oimany other mops. ~ h 9  
wore a usditional “Sldrt”, or sulu, part of 
Fiji’s national costume. 

GrenadiuGuardsmenMarkEckcrsley 
and Stew Guest took the opportunity to 
compare uniforms with soldiers from the 

.__.-. .. -1iams’s arraugem _... -. . ... 
hopk That Ch Earth Do Dwell. 

The Queen, the Duke of Edinburgh and 
Prince Edward left for the short journey 
down the Mall to the Sunset ceremony, 
culmination of the weekend‘s commemo- 
rations. 

Massed bands led the procession, play- 
ing the B U ~ Q  Campaigners’ March, and 
the voune candle-bearers followed their 

r a x e r u I  
nation says FIVE Gurkha heroes of the Second 

World War were feted wherever they 
went whilevlsiting BritainfortheVJ 50th 
anniversary commemorations. Members 
of the public and veterans alike were 
eager to shake the hands of the old sol- 
diers, each of whom had tha distlnction 
of winning the Vlctorla Cross in Burma. 
The four in the picture, (left to right) Hon 
Capt Ganju Lama, Hon Capt Gaje Ghale, 
Haviidar Bhangbhata Gurung end Hon 
Capt Aganslng Ral (Havlidar Lachhlmen 
Gurung was absent) were visitlng 
Church Crookham in Hampshire to be 
honoured by their modern counterparts, 
soldiers from the 3rd Battalion, The 
Royal Gurkha Rlfles. 

Each of the old Gurkhas was Involved 
in action8 of incredlbie bravery in the 
face of the enemy. 

Capt Ganju Lama, for example, 
destroyed two Japanese tanks. Wound- 
ed by machlne-gun fire, he crawled to 
within 30 yards of the tanks and knocked 
them out wlth a PIAT antitank weapon. 
He then engaged the tank crews with 
hand grenades before allowing medics 
to treat his wounds. 

Before attending the VJ Day events in 

thank you 
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the orchestra, choir and trumpeters sfirred 
the emotions with Jerusalem. 

More than 600 children, each bearing an 
electric candle, formed a huge, hollow 
cross, the cue for the Queen, preceded by 
two Gurkha orderly o5cers marching in 
slow time, to walk down the cenue of the 
human cross to the stage €mm where she 
addressed the nation. 

“The Second World War was the most 
destructive war in history:’ she said. “We 
fought it against an evil which threatened 
our freedom and our way of life. 

“ . . . Our dogged endurance left our 
resources much depleted. Yet, in the end, 
we came through triumphant. 

“It is right, therefore, that those who 
enabled us to achieve the victory should 
take pride of place in these final commem- 
orations. Tonight, we salute them, just as 
we did on VJ Day 50 years ago.’’ 
Six buglers from the Corps of Drums, 

1st Battalion, Grenadier Guards, played 
the Last Posr and Under O5cer Peter Baker 
from South East London Army Cadet 
Force read the perennially moving Kohima 
epitaph. 
22 
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Sovereign. 

Bands, choir, children and audience of 
thousands sang Abide With Me as the 
Queen and Prince Philip stood on a dais in 
front of the Palace. 

A heart-felt rendition of The Day 7’hou 
Givest Lord Has Ended was followed by two 
acts of symbolism which will be indelibly 
printed on the memories of all who were 
there. 

To the strains of Sunsat, the Common- 
wealth flags which surrounded the winged 
statue of Victory proudly topping the Vic- 
toria Memorial were lowered by members 
of the 1st Battalion, Grenadier Guards, 
who the day before had provided a march- 
ing contingent for the colossal veterans’ 
parade and, throughout this unique week- 
end, had acted as stewards to the elderly 
participants. 

Then, as a spotlight picked them out 
high on the roof of the Buckingham Palace, 
ten Gurkha pipers played the lament com- 
Dosed for the heroes of Kohima - whose 

London, the VCs were guests of RHQ The 
Brigade of Gurkhas and 3 RGR. Durlng 
their visit to Church Crookham, they were 

entertslned by the Band of the Brigade of 
Gurkhas and the Plpes and Drums of the 
3rd Battallon, The Royal Gurkhe Rnles. than 60 wuntrles taklng part in th; parade 

As an image of row upon row of crosses 
was displayed above the stage, members of 
The King’s Troop fired a single round ~ 

signal for a two-minute silence across the 

three cheers were proffered to the Queen, 
who was later to appear twice on the palace 
balcony with the Duke of Edinburgh, and 
Lt Col Price saluted his monarch. 

But the crowd was reluctant to leave, 
eagerly singing rousing renditions of Rule 
Brimnnia, Land of Hope and Glory and had fought for their country, and to future ofthe free world. 

Auld LangSyne in quick succession, waving 
paper flags while the children waved their 
candles. 

It was an unforgettable culmination to a 
weekend, the purpose of which, in the 
Queen’s words, was to thank those who 

remember those who had died. As the cur- 
tain finally came down on commemora- 
tions of Second World War events, she 
stressed that there were no “forgotten 
armies” - just a vast number of men and 
women who had fought for, and saved, the 

- 
nation after which the choir, orchestra, bravery around a tennis court battlefield m 
band and trumpeters jotned m Holst’s I far off Aqsam had turned the Japanese tide. 
l4m To 7hee My Counny, foUowcd by The National Anthem was sounded, 



1 
Four members of the Ro- 
parade. Pictured (left to rlght) are Mr L Cimiiierl, RBL (Malta){Mej E Mlcallet Eynaud, ex-Royal 
Meita Artillery; Lt Col W Altard. ex-RMA; end Lt Col Gustav Caruana, ex-King's Own Malta 
Regiment Col Caruana canled the Colours on the 1946 Wctory Parade 

marked far 
and wide 
FROM Exeter to Stornoway and from 
Brentwood to Bosnia, commemorations 
were held over the weekend of August 19 
and 20 to mark the 50th anniversary of VI 
Day and the end of the Second World War. 

through the streets of York, home of the 
headquarters of the 2nd Divi- 
sion, after a service in York 
Minster. 

The service was attended by 
the Duke and Duchess of 
Kent, the Duke wearing his 
field marshal's uniform. The 
sermon was given by the 
Bishop to HM Forces, the Rt 
Rev John Kirkham, with the 
Rev Haydn Jones, Assistant 
Chaplain General, officiating. 

The Duchess gave the first 
reading and Maj Gen Geof- 
frey Collin, of the Bnnna Star 
Association, the second. A 25- 
pounder gun salute was fired 
by the 3rd Regiment Royal 
Horse Artillery to signal the 
beginning and end of the 
minute's silence during the 

Air Cadet forces, Boys' and Girls' Brigades 
and Scouts and Guides lined the route as 
the veterans marched through the streets. 

Minutes before the march-past, the RAF 
Battle of Britain Memorial Flight flew 

More than 1,000 veterans marched northwards up the river Ouse, over the dais 
near the bridge where the Duke of Kent 

took the salute. 
Soldiers from the Grenadier 

and Scots Guards based at 
ITC Catterick led the march 
past, which included more 
than 50 standard bearers. 
Organisations represented 
included the Burma Star Asso- 
ciation, the Royal British 
Legion, the Far East Prisoners 
of War, and Dunkirk and Nor- 
mandy Veterans' Associations. 

In Scotland. a service of 
commemori was held in 
St Giles C: r l  in Edin- 

Princess Ri 
civilia 

b W ,  an 
'' 

war Vl 

Alma Kent (78) vlsited 
the veterans' centre in 
London wearinn bar 
wartime unifa An 
Army nurse 11 3a; 
pore, she was 
wRh her sold 

service. band, LCpl Jol 

women from Army, Sea and 
A f t e d s ,  young men and and imprisoned In 

Changl,when,heW. 

Middlesex Regl~nta l  Assodaion Mhar, ' Ot thun WM of the l l M  
pictured besldetheTyndareusmemorialstoru occa6bn~aVJrmicaofrsnrsmbraceand 
at the Natlonal Army Museum In Chelssa. Many (hankyllvlng, the flnt to b. heki In the museum 

Castle formed the backdrop for the Sunset War uniform, followed by a k-minute  
rmme ion to firework dmplay, and was a spectacular yet 
ondM X'ar.It moving occasion. 
splanade by Up to 20,000 veterans watched the more 
3 compnsed serv- Sunset ceremony on vldeo screens m 

Prices  Srreet. 
Ceremonies to mark the end of the 

Second World War took place thmughout from Sou 
Wca.  Scotland. 

The ceremony, W h i c h  began at 9pm 
when rhe Princess Royal arrived, closed 
wirh a lone piper dressed in Second WFid 

Cardiffcastle provided the perfect back- 
drop for a day ofcommemomtions and cel- 
ObratiOns in Wales on August 20. , 

What's in s name? lkoveteran sappers attending me Sunset ceremony In Edin- 
burgh w p  77-year-old Jsmes Bird Montgomery (left) and Harry Winston 
Churchlii(79). Both sswed wRh 1052 Corps Royal Engineers in Europe during 
the Second World War and have remained in touch since 
I 

L 

The float of the MW, %Hors' M d  A i m ' s  F ~ ~ n l l h  - (SSAFA), One of many 
repmsenting W-SMvlce welhn organkatbns Mlch twk part In CMldon'E gr& VJ D8y 60th 
annhraMry parade along the Mall 

Some 8,000 veterans, their famhes and 
fnends tiled into the castle grounds for a 
programme poignant mth memories and 
mbutes. 

The Prince of Wales, escorted by Maj 
Gen Ian Freer, GOC Wales, was in atten- 
dance throughout the day, which began 
with the solenmiq of a Drumhead service 
and ended m a blaze of colour with the 

Members of Glamorgan Army Cadet 
Ginn of HQ Wales and Western Dmritrict. 

Force had saved the day as far 8s  keeping 
the audience and pamcipants cool, he said. 

They had moved water from bowsers to 
soldiers and veterans m the haking heat. 

A service for veterans m St Anne's 
Cathedral, Belfast, was attended by the 
Duke of York, Colonel-m-Chief of The 

.7 
Beating of Retreat and a firework display. 

Feedback from the vetemns had been 
exfremely favourable, -kid Col Richard 

Royal Irish Re&ent. 
He later went on to a Beating of 

andSunsetserviceatCarrickfvgus 
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t piper on the Edinburgh Castle~Espls~ede and dreeeed in Seconi 
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IN January 1941, Reg Dance, senrlng 
with the 1st Bucks Battalion, the 
Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire 
Light Infant married his chlfdhood 
aweetheart, k i a i e .  Three weeks later 
she was badly Injured in a bombing 
raid on London and she died eight 
weeks after the weddin 

Determined to hit bag at the enemy, 
he volunteered for the RAF at the first 

opportunity, transferring in early 1942 
Channel to Normandy to take pert in 

was amon the initial batch of recruits the D-Day Invasion. 

stood by for man operations, all of 
them were cancelLd because of the 
rapid movement of Allied troops on the 
ground in Europe. Eventual1 Arnhem 

this time carrying men from the KB ng’s 

Rifles, a jeep and a traller - across the I Own Scottish Borderers, at the start of 
to the Olider Pilot Regiment, where ha 

Promoted to staff sergeant, Reg was 
involved In the airborne invasion of 
Sicily from North Africa In 1943, trans- 
ferring to E Squadron on his return to 

packed wlth men from the Royal Ulster 

h a unique and incredible e isode. 

In the weeks that followed, Reg who kept a record of places and dates 
during their journey, written some 
times wlth a burnt stick on wallpaper 
stripped from a ruined building - had 
always threatened to commit the tale to 

ly, this ambition perished with I 
He and his comrade, E tan Ciowe - 

at T l l * d  

the United Kingdom. He flew a Horse - got the green light and he f i w  a aln, 
Peg$ 

I 
Stan’s death ten yeara ago. Reg, how- 
ever, shared with Soldlerhls memories 
of an amazlng trek through Silesia and 
Western Poland. 

0 After his epic journey, Reg, now 76, 
wanted to re-join his iment, but was 
declared medically u%. He spent the 
last few months of his Army service in 
the Military Secretary’s office In 
London, eventually becamlng a tax 

Back home to Blighty - 
I DON’T really want to say anything L about the Arnhem operation, because 

so much has been written about it, except 
that the take-off, landing and battle were 
probably the most exciting time of my life. 

As for the chaps of the air landing 
brigades, they were the unsung heroes as far 
as I am concerned. I am terrifically proud of 
the blokes we carried. 

They weren’t paratroops or glider pilots - 
just ordinary soldiers who, like us, had no 
parachutes: they came straight out of lomes 
into the back of our huge plywood gliders. 

A few hours before the lads were due to 
pull out and go back across the Rhine, I was 
badly wounded in the back and partially 
paralysed down the right side. 

I med to move off with them, but I could- 
n’t make it, so had to wish them good luck 
and goodbye. 

It was two or three days later, I think, 
before the 6rst German troops actually 
reached me. They were extremely good, and 
did all they could. They got a private car, 
laid me on its roof, stretched a blanket tight- 
ly over me and, with one of them on each 
side of the running board, drove off. 

They got me to a German field hospital 
and I was given an injection, presumably to 
try and counteract any gangrene. I was put 
in a German ambulance, 
wbere I was the only 
British soldier: the rest 
appeared to be SS men 
wounded m the fighting at 
Amhem. 

At Apeldoom, north- 
ern Holland, I was off- 
loaded into the hospital, 
where they operated on 
me. 

Unfortunately, within 
48 hours, I was told to get 
dressed and had to stag- 
ger with many wounded 
comrades to a railway 
siding, where we were put 
on a cattle trufk-me 

had been flattened. We were marched 
through the town of Saagen, to show off to 
the German people the much-vaunted 
British Airborne Forces, and found our- 
selves in Stalag 8 C. 

Conditions in the camp were extremely 
bad, and my wound gradually got worse. I 
think my comrades thought I’d had it, but 

RegDance E l  
talks to Phi1 Wllcox I krterview I 

they managed to get someone in to see me, 
and I was moved to the hospital hut, just 
outside the main compound. 

A young Frenchman commandeered as 
medical officer carried out three operations 
on my back - rather crude atfairs - but he 
found a piece of my battledress uniform 
embedded deep in my shoulder, almost 
down on to my lung. 

It was bitterly cold Chrisnnas went by, 
andIthinkitwassometimeinJanuary1945 
when I thought I heard the sound of gunfire. 

We suddenly noticed the main camp was 
exceptionally quiet and discovered that the 
lads had all been marched out, heading 
westward5 in the same direction that all the 

my back m the camp and 
had had no exerme, it was 
all 1 could do to keep 
stumblmg along 

When we reached the 
o u t s h  of Breslau, we 

got well and truly nuxed up wth the Russian 
guns whlch were pulvensing the oty Some 
of the lads were made to work, fee- 
ammumnon to the guns 

.. 
train. 

were marched into Stalag 
II B. Two days later I and many others - 
mainly glider pilots - were put on another 
train which took us through the outskirts of 
Berlin, which was an absolute shambles. It 

At Fallingbostel we R W h n a f n ’ W  

refugees were going. 
As the gun6re got closer, 

we heard from a guard 
that the SS would move 
into the camp shortly, and 
decided to get out. 

One German sentry 
obligingly turned the 
other way, so we cut 
through the wire, headed 
towards the main road 
and turned east. I’ve no 
idea how long it took, or 
how many of us there 
were. As I had been flat on 

After a day or two we reached what 
appeared to be the town of Oels. . . At least, 
that’s the sign I saw at the side of the mad, 
but part of it was missing, so the name could 
have been longer. 

The town itself was well and truly 
smashed up. 

We came acmss the heads of cattle 
and hurses skzughte+ed some eime 
be-, preserved in the snow, and we 
triedtoboilthetonguoa.77aeyTkq,ted 
like India rubber but d w l l e d  our 
hunger/or a while. 

I noticed one or two new faces in the 
crowd, so reckoned we were being joined by 
other British PoWs who bad got out, been 
released or come off farms on which they 
had been working. 

I found a bike with a tyre on the back but 
nothing on the front, but thought I might be 
able to get ahead a little way, wait for the 
others to catch me up, and maybe tind some 
food for us all. 

Not for the first time, I came amss  a 
bunch of drunken Russians. 

‘Deutsch, Deutsch’, they said, and a 
Tommy gun was practically pushed to the 
back of my throat. I kept saying ‘English, 
Engelsld’, but it made no difference. 

Then I remembered that I bad still got my 
Air Corps wings, so I pointed to the crown 
in the centre and said ‘Anglie Charlie’. 

I could see that, even in their drunken 
stupor, the Russians realised there was no 
crown in the emblem of Nazi Germany. . . 

When my comrades caught up, we stun-  
bled on. 

Next day, I again went ahead and encoun- 
tered more Russians who wanted to kill me. 

I became aware of horses’ hooves on the 
road and saw coming towards me a figure 
which would have been more in place on the 
stage of Covent Garden. 

It auas a high-mnhing Russian OB- 
cer, ashido a horse caked to itp mid* 
in drkd mud, but he auas in an immae- 
date U-, with the most glum- - OVOrrOOt I’ve everseed. 

He drew level, looked down at me, smiIed 

lished that I and my fellow 
prisoners of war were 
hoping to get to Russia, be 
replied ‘Very diliidt, 
very ditlicult’. 

He singled out a charac- 
ter who had a rifle slung 
over his shoulder and said 
‘This man will take you to 
Russia. Good luck.’ Then 
he rode off. 

That night, we found an 
old farm building, some 
coal and fuel and about 
401b of potatoes and, with 
a fire going and a share- 
out of food, it really did 
seem luxurious. 

We felt a good deal safer 
with our Russian friend 
and eventually reached 
Gliwice and Katowice in 
the coal-mining area of 
Poland. 

By this time, my legs 
were like matchsticks and 
Ihad a left knee the size of 
a football. My mates 
found a Russian woman 
who had something to do 
with the medical services. 
She examined my knee, 
gave me what appeared to 
be an aspirin, and told me 
to get into a rough bed to 
rest. 

!.< 
. .  

My comrades had to 
leave, but I said ‘Ifyou gef 

for me. For God‘s sake, don’t l e m  me here, or 
I’ll n m r  be L a d  ofagain’. 

Next morning, the door burst open, and 
Sgt Mick Keeley whipped me on to an open 
lorry, and away we went. We were driven to 
a huge railway siding and boarded a long 
train of cattle wagons. 

The floor was covered in about two inches 
of filthy, Iice-ridden snaw, with two layers of 
planks to accommodate as many men as 
possible. In the centre of the wagon was a 
huge stove, with a supply of wood for the 
fire. 

oh mm, back RW Dan= DFM 118 he 1s 
The countryside was absolutely flat, with 

nothing to see except snow, and this terrible 
wind blowing. I assume this was the Russian 
steppes. 

Eventually, we reached what had obvious- 
ly been a fair-size city, smashed beyond 
recognition. It was Odessa, on the Black 
Sea. 

We were marched to a camp area and told 
to strip. Our clothes were handed to women 
who pushed them into steam ovens for de- 
lousing, while we were motioned to another 
area where hot water dribbled out of metal ~. 

We uundled on for many days: every so pipes. We had what you could call a shower. 
and said ‘English?’, to which I was very glad 
to reply in the ai3irmative. Having eatab- 

often there would be a stop and we would be 
given soup and some rough bread. 

Our clothes were tipped out of the hot 
ovens and thrown on the floor where the 

inspector. Reg’s elder son, Terry, also 
pursued an Army flying career, BBN- 
ing almost 18 years In the Army Air 
Cor s. A helicopter pilot, he complet- 
ed 8ur tours in Northern Ireland and 
two in the Falklands before leaving the 
Regular Army. He is now in the TA. 

R ’8 other son, Stephen, Is a pro- 

particularly on the Boer War period. 
fess ? onal Victorian military expert, 

cold air got to them. They immediately 
became wet with condensation. 

We were pushed into a building that at 
least had a roof on it and we made ourselves 
as comfortable as we could. 

Looking at the guards surmunding 
us, I was not the only one to consider 
that maybe all we had done was 
exclronge our rde asBritishpLwnms- 
of-wroftheGermanstnthatofBritish 
POWs of the Russians. 

We were approached by an RAF officer, 
who told us he represented the British Gov- 
ernment in Odessa, and that his job was to 
get us out. He pleaded with us not to do any- 
thing to upset the Russians, since everything 
depended on a ship reaching Odessa full of 
Russian prisoners freed on the Western 
Front. 

We were escorted to a longjeny, at the end 
of which I could see a ship flying the British 
flag, and were called up one at a h e  to a 
table on the dochide. Having given my 
name, rank and number, I was eventually 
allowed to walk up the gang-plank past two 
Russian soldiers with machine-guns across 
their chests. 

A merchant seaman pushed a huge pork 
chop, roast potatoes and beans, and a pint of 
beer in front of me, but I couldn’t do any of 
it justice, apologised, and was shown to a 
bunk. My knee was treated and I was given 
vitamin tablets to help the wound to heal. 

When they weighed me, I uws exactly 
sewm stone.When you conside* that I 
a m  6ft and myfighting weight wpp l2st 
llb, you can see howfar down I‘dgone. 

We returned through the Bosphorus and 
Dardanelles, Constantinople, the Greek 
islands and Naples, where we took on 
another two or three hundred ex-PoWs, 
most of whom had come down through 
Austria and Northern Italy. 

While crossing the Bay of Biscay we heard 
over the tannoy that Roosevelt had died. 

A day later we reached the United King- 
dom and boarded trains. At Beaconsfield 
trucks were waiting to take us to a camp, 
where we were given thorough medical 
examinations, including X-rays. 

Those ofus not taken to hospital (some of 
the lads were found to have TB) were given 
new uniforms and underwear and the ladies 
of Beaconsfield and the surrounding villages 
came in to sew on our badges of rank, wings 
and divisional signs. 

Then came our leave passes and double 
ration cards . . . and home. 

A brief message I had sent from Odessa, 
courtesy of the RAF officer - ‘Free. Safe and 
well. See you soon’ -had, thankfully, 
been forwarded to mv mother and Y r 
fiancee. 
Ree Dance had reNfned &om 

Amh;im at hat .  



‘Chinese 
fought 
for 
Canada 
in the 
t renc he$. 

I Southwark support for memorials campaign I 
I READ with interest Ian that we must honour our w a ~  
Davidson’s letter about his the council’s cemeteries. dead. We owe these men and 
campaign to dean up war women so much and I feel that 
memorials Uuly 10). maintained by the Common- on a regular basis. organisations and local 
As the cemetery manager of Although I am not an ex- authorities must fulfil their 

the London Borough of sion (and very well, I must Serviceman I agree whole- obligations. - T M Connor, 
Southwark I decided to have a 

good look at the memorials in 

Although the majority are 

wealth War Graves Commis- 

add), I have now instigated a 

scheme whereby the few erect- 
ed by the local authority will 
be inspected and maintained 

heartedly with Mr Davidson London SE23. 
! 

Why I shall wear my 
Greek Star with pride 

c;oiours 
caught 
on the 
camera 
m 

A NEWSPAPER in Canada 
has reported that the country 
recruited 70,000 Chinese 
labourers to fight alongside its 
own troops in the First World 
War. 

About 15,000 ofthe Chinese 
died in the trenches in France, 
says the report, after being 
transported across Canada by 
rail. 

Others, including Japanese, 
blacks, Sikhs, native Indians 
and French Canadians all 
fought alongside 600,000 
Canadians of British origin, 
the newspaper claims. 

The Sun newspaper quotes a 
documentary film-maker as 
saying: “I was surprised as I 
researched to see how many 
ethnic groups were involved. 
The Japanese won medals and 
then some of them were 
interned in the Second World 
War.” 

I was utterly amazed when I 
read this. In all my life, includ- 
ing military service, I have 
never seen newsreel film or 
heard mention of any Chinese 
in France. 

Could anyone verify if this is 
indeed true and, ifso, what else 
have we never been told? - 
James B Cummings, Victo- 
ria, British Columbia. 

I WAS recently summoned to 
the Greek Embassy in London, 
where I received my 1941-45 
Greek Star, plus a very nice 
illuminated certificate. 

I told the Greek military 
attach6 I would be wearing 
mine below British awards on 
the VJ march on August 19, 
along with all the other Greek 
theatre lads who have received 
their awards to date.(He smiled 
and made no comment.) 

The pity is that they will not 
all have been issued in time for 
this last big parade of the old 
sweats, commemorating our 
lads of the Far East theatres 
and the ending of the Second 
World War. 

We in the Monte Cassino 
Veterans Association always 
remind folk that we wear our 
medals not for self-aggrandise- 
ment but in honour and 
memory of all our lads who 
never made it back. 

My advice is to wear them 
and ignore the silly pettifog&g 
politicians and their stupid 
edicts. - Harry Euis (ex- 
W S B S ) ,  Halstead, Essex. 

I --JLD suggest that 
many schools, especially 
those with an Army or Royal 
Navy background, have their 
own Colours (Letters, July 
24, August 21). 

I have a photograph taken 
in 1941 of the speech day 
parade at King Edward’s 
School, Witley, showing the 
Colours and Escort led by 
the school captain with 
drawn sword. 

Sailor‘s uniform was 
normal wear at this school 
until the early S i e s ,  when 
girls were admitted for the 
Grst time. 

The school was founded 
111 1553 by Edward VI, so 
ore-dates both Queen Victo- 
ria School and the Duke of 
York’s by about 300 years. 

Surely schools like the 
Sordon Boys at Woking and 
be Royal Caledonian, 
Bushey, would also have 
:olours? - W A Wadge, 
Feltham, Middx. 

“All this remembering 
is too hard on the 
constitution, Fred . . . 
let’s go back to being I the Forgotten Army” 1 

I 

Medals: how 
do they check? 

British Legion over the years? 
The Legion has received 
L149,OOO just from the sale of 
the National Service Medal, 
which I bought. 

I am the holder of the 1939- 
45 Star, the FranceGermany 
Star, the Defence Medal and 
the WarMedal1939-45. Itwas 
not my fault that I didn’t get to 
other parts of the world to 
qualify for other medals. -Vet- 
eran (name and address 
supplied), Manchester. 

NO DOUBT the big 
parade in London on 
August 19 to commemo- 
rate the end of the Second 
World War will be fully 
covered elsewhere in your 
excellent journal. 

For me the connection began 
earlier, for I had been accorded 
the honour of taking lunch at 
Lancaster House with the 
Queen and other heads of state 
and military dignitaries from 
around the world. 

The reception and the 
people, from Government 
members up to those of the 
royal family with whom I con- 
versed, were as natural and 
friendly as anyone could have 
wished. 

a all branches to be present I I d ay s f o r ~ ~ ~ $ s ~ b o  took 
part in the organisation of 

I HAD not realised before 
reading your article Duly 10) 
how much cash was going to 
good causes from the sale of 
some commemorative medals. 

However, speaking as an old 
campaigner for a Suez medal, 
one of the reasons for the Min- 
istry of Defence not granting it 
so long after the event was and 
is the cost of checking to 
ensure applicants were enti- 
tled. 

How do they get round this 
snag? - Harry whitehead, 
Keighl9, W Yorks. 

I so vast a project, my sincere 
passed the saluting dais in the rhanks, for this day crowned all 
Mall, led by our standard, with days. - Maurice Cheadle 
escorts, and with Graham (Founder and National 
Swain, the national secretary, chairmnn, Italy Star Asso- 
at their head. ciation), Barton on Sea, 

Members had travelled from Hants. 
Kiwis in Far East 

0 Chinese, Indians and Egyp- 
tians, among oihers, were recwit- 
ed by the Imperial aothorites for 
labouring duties in port and base 
amas, rather than ihe fmni line. In 
1917the M o u r  Cops wasset up 
and at its height In 1918 its 
strength was 395,000, according 
to the officlal history of the Royal 
Pioneer Corps. - Edllor 

YOU report in your VJ 50th 
anniversary commemoration 
(August 21) that the 2nd New 
Zealand Division fought the 

over the PO and led the 
advance on Venice. 

Unless they left immediately 
afterwards, it is &cult to see 

Aussies have 
the right idea mcut above I i 

Japanese in the Solomon 
Islands. 

I served in the 8th Armv in 

that they could have been in 
the Solomons by August 1945. 

Perhaps someone out there 
with more howledge (or a 
better memory than mine!) can 
Clariij.. - Lt col (Retd) Geof- 
6w Davis, Harpenden, 
Herts. 

ON THE subject of infaouy 
training battalions, during my 
National Service I did 18 
weeks’ intensive training with 
the 30th from July 1947 at 
Pinefield Camp at Elgin. My 
platoon, the 29th, was chosen 
as honour guard and was 
inspected by Monty. 

We were a cut above the 
other National Servicemen in 
that most of us were ex-Army 
Cadet Force and potential 

NCOs. I W e d  my two years 
at Canerick after service in 
Sudan and Egypt with the 
Green Howards and GHQ 
MELF, Fayid, Egypt. 

I have subscribed to Soldier 
since I left the Army in 1949 
and have every copy stored 
away (I have had to reinforce 
the loft because of the weight). 
It is a great magazine -keep up 
the good work! - G Mow- 
forth, Hull. 

THE new Australian Service 
Medal (Letters, August 7) is a 
great idea - so simple in con- 
cept yet covering and curing 
what has obviously been a rash 
of festering prievances. 

Why can’t our MOD do 
something similar? Certainly it 
would satisfy me, who has been 
campatgning ”for a GSM for 
Suez 1951-54 over many 
unsuccessful years. - W H D 
Podd, Lowestoft, SutTolk. 

Italy, latterly with 7th 
Armoured Brigade. 

At the very end of April 
1945, the 8th fought its last 
pitched battle in crossing the 
River Giaina, a few miles short 
of the PO. 

Ifmy memory serves me cor- 
rectly, my brigade supported 
2NZ and 43rd (Gurkha) 
Brigade. The former went on 
30 

Fed up with 
the moaners Surprisingly a l l  seemed to be 

aware of the Italy Star Associa- 
tion and ofwho I was. Obmous- 
ly all had done their homework, 
or had been very well briefed. 

It was a proud and satisfying 
moment when the members of 
the association’s contingent 

I AM fed up with people who 
condemn those of us who wear 
medals paid for out of our own 
pockets. I wonder how many of 
those who complain have been 
helped financially by the Royal 

0 Your memory sewes you well, 
COlonel- Ynbshould have read 
3W. A case of divisional d@iiaI 
dpfunnction. The 2nd was indeed 
being kepi busy In I t a l ~  - Edltor 



U r End of a chapter for general 
BOOKING out as executive 
deputy chairman of London 
publishers Brassey's is Maj Gen 
Tony Trythall. 

An officer in the Royal Army 
Education Corps for more than 30 
years. he first had contact with 
soldier in the 1950s as a member 
ofthe British Army News Unit. 

the people of the West," he said. 
"All of that has changed now, of 

course. but. in my opinion, things 
are much less stable these days. 
You only have to look at the Gulf, 
Iran, Kurdistan, Bosnia and so on 
to realise that books end journals 
will still need to be published to 
further readers' knowledge." 

incident during his time at 

A newspaper reporter, invited 
to the launch of a book written by 
a German author about his expe- 
riences as ADC to e high-ranking 
Second World War officer, wrote 
how he enjoyed meeting Fd Mar- 
shal von Manstein. the (Iona- 

Brassey's. 

. "  I His amia t i on  with the A series of books on iand war- dead) offcar in ouestion. 
Brassey's organisation - which 
publishes bmks mainly on 
defence, military history, strategy 
and M i c s  and milaary technique 
- began on his retirement from 
the Asmy in 1984. 

While the Cold War was at its 
height, the publkaiions were 
always an invaluable source of 

IWM appeals 
for Borneo 

Final call for 
Welsh Colours 
WITH a mixture of pride and sad- 
wss. the Colours of the 4th Bat- 
talion, The Royal Regiment d 
Wales (24th/41st Foot) have been 
paraded through their home town 
of Llanelll for the last time and laid 
up in the lwi parish church. 

When the 3rd and 4th (Volun- 
teer) Battalions amalgamated in 
1993 to form the new 2nd ('John- 
bar) Battalion, The Royal Regi- 
ment of Wales, it was decided to 
retain the 3rd Battalion's Colours 
for the new organisation, since it 
was the newer of the two. More 
92 

e- n i 
I ~ ~~ 

fare, published by the company in 'I felt then that to publish books 
co-operation with the Royal Mili- about famous historical figures 
tary College of Science, Shriven- was important - but to summon .! 
ham, and targeted at young them back from the grave would 2 
officers, is one example. take something extra special." 

An accomplished author him- said Maj Gen Tryihall, who has 5 
self (he wrote a biography of Gen handed over the reins to publish- 2 
Boney Fuller, who helped to ing director Jenny Shaw, but will 
found the Royal Tank Regiment), remain with the firm as a non- Mal Gen . ill outside the 
the general still chuckles at one executive director. Brasaey offloes In Holborn 

iounua yuub 

and are keen to progress to the 
next level of competence." 

i are in hand to take the 
Barn 10 America next month for 
more instruction. 

The United States military 
an provide excellent high- 
training faalities and, of 

bettar weather. Who . . . our "Green Devils" 
could well be making public 
appearances in years to come; 
said Lt Twist. 

Pilgrimage to 
Hong Kong 

- 
son. 

Wreath-laying ceremonies took 
place at Stanley and Sai Wan 
cemeteries and the pilgrims, some 
of whom had not been back since 
1945, also visited former POW 
sites and strategic defence points. 

Kathleen back 

THE ROYAL British Legion organ, 
ised a pifgrimage to Hong Kong for 
160 veterans, former prisoners of 
war, war widows and reiatives to 
mark the 5Gth anniversary last 
month ofthe liberation of the garri- 

year-old Kathleen Smith was invlt- 
ed to pay a nostalgic return visit. 

In 1916, asa 16-year-old volun- 
teer, she worked as a shorthand 

when the die, then 

our home town, wa are 
Ip," said Col Atken. taria Society fair and exhib#ion, 

Winchester Guildhall, 1000- 

DARING soldiers from the 3rd 
Battalion, The Royal Irish Regi- 
ment have been taking to the 
skies in a bid to rival the famous 

been undergoing extensive train- 
ing et the Joint Services Pare- 
chute Centres at Ballykelly, 1 

than 100 soldiers from 2 RRW the Regiment, twk  the Salute 
marched to the town hall, where alongside Lianelli's Bomugh 
Brig David Bromhead, Colonel of Mayor 

team,"said Lt MartinTwist. 
"Our soldiers have completed 

an average of ten descents each 

SEVENTY members of the Army 
Cadet Force from acmss the UK 
have been trekking in the 
HinduRaj region of northern 
Pakistan. 

Arranged with his opp9site 
number in the Pakistan Army by 

No fear of Mgh ta l  " G m  Devils" Cpl Sammy Wade and Pte Coiln Welsh durlng iralnlng at Neiheravon 

~ 

ACF youngsters trek in Nepal 
Gen Sir Charles Guthrie, Chief of people are going to learn 
the General Staff, the expedition is something special about leader- 
in the hands of Mai John Smith, ship and pressure In one of the 
who says: "Each of the young most remote regions of the world". 

Royal Army VMsrlnary Corp. 
Aasoclatlon: Annual reunion at 
Defence Animal Centre on 
September 30 (not Sept 3 as 
previously advised). Details from 
RHQ RAVC, DAC, M e b  Mowbray 
LE13 OSL(tel01664411811). 

Air Deapmtch: 11th annual Air 
oespatch reunion takes place at 
AMC, '29 Regiment RLC, Duke of 
Gloucester Banacks, south 
Cemey, cirencester, on September 
30. Tzke4 only. Details: Seaetary, 
Air Despatch Assodation, 23 W n e  
Road, Lyneham, Chippenham, 
Wilts (telOl248 890412). 

Amxlatlon of Artifloers R A  
49th post-war reunion will be held 
at the Royal Schwi of Artillery, 
Larkhill, on October 21. Details: W 
E G Woods, 49 Marlbomugh View 
Cove, Farnborough, Hants GU14 
9YA(tei01252512065). 

Christmas Island reunion: 
Reunion planned October 27-30 
for members of ail three Services 
who took part in British nuclear 
tests in the 1950s. Details and 

members wishing to attend me bookingson 01934 622548. 
celebrations from Phlyn Simpson. 

Cheahlre Reglment Asaoc- EEF, RAF Akrotiri, 
iatlon: Birkenhead and District 0103575276611). 
Branch annual w i a l  will be heid 
at the Roval British Lesion Club. 1996' 
Hesketh Hall, Port Sunlight, on Royal Tank Reglment: Ex-WOs 
November 10. Details: Bill York, interested in a reunion in Meriden, 
60 The Channel, Burbo Way, nr Birmingham on date to be 
Wallasey (telO151630 2917). decMed in 1996, are asked to , 
Cyprus Services Rambling Club 

contact Northmoor J "Charlie" Way, Welchman, Wareham, 29 

celebrates its 25th anniversaly in Dorset EH20 4EE (tei 01929 
November. Details for former 553466). 

I 

RAC - WO1 D M Whalley, RTR. Cdrnow; WO1 R V Hayies; Sgt A 
RE - WO2 F W Thompson. G Sm4n. 
R Slgnalr - WO1 G T Reeves. AGC(SPS) - WO1 E John- 
Queen's Dlv - WO2 C Loft- stone. WO2 i M Sy vester. 

house, RRF. 
Klng's Div - WO2 G R Jaszyn- 

ski, PWO; SSgt S Jewel1 BEM, 
Green Howards; WO2 P Hutchln- 
son, DWR. 

Prince ot Wales's Div - WO2 
R C Bacon, RWF WO2 R G Lloyd, 
RWF. ~ ~ ~ ~ . .  

Light Dlv - WO2 P S 
Ainsworth, LI; WO2 D LCiarke, LI. 

RLC - WO1 D C Frith; WO2 G 
A Du-Prat. 

REME - WO1 J Cox; WO1 R 

Brigsdler: A G Denem To HQ EF F Winder RE- To 42 Svy Engr Gp, 
Aug 21. Cyprus, Aug 21. 

Lt Col: D J A Eergin AGC(PR0) I M Caws RE - To 1 (UK) Armd 
-TO 1(UK) Armd Div HQ and Sig Div, Aug 14; G A Hodkinson RA- 
Regt,AugZl;PLodgeRE-Tobe To STANOC Cen. Aug 14; J A 
CO R Mon RE(M), Aug 21; M K Kneale RAVC - To Def Animal 
Masterson RAChD - To HQ Centre, Aug 14; J T Ravn REME - 
UKSC(G), Aug 21; M W D Oldnall To HQ 5 Div, Aug 14; G C Watts 
REME -To RMCS, Aug 21; S P B RE - To be CO 76 Engr Regt(V). 
Stevens RA - TO MOD, Aug 21 ; N Aug 15. 

Gunners (May 1948-51) who 
returned to the UK on the 
Empress Australia are asked to 
contact Charles W Humber, 23 
Tavlstock Road, Swindon, Wilts 
SN3 2QD (tei 01 793 435583) for a 
reunion at Mapplewell. 

Sniping: Author researching book 
would like to hear from British 
Servicemen who have been 
involved in sniping (including 
being sniped at) from Second 
World War to the present. Contact 
Adrian Gilbert, 71 Alexandra 
Road, Hemel Hempstead, Herts 
HP2 4AQ (telOl442 67186). 

Ex-members of 105 Provost 
Company RMP (Austria) 
interested in a reunion are asked 

to contact Bill Taylor on 01252 
524826 or 01252 548693. 

19 Air Formation Signals 
Reglment, formed Kirkburton 
1944, disbanded Singapore 1971, 
is holding its third reunion in 
London, September 14. Contact 
Mr A W Fordyce, 10 Woodstock 
Piace, Edinburgh EH16 6BE. 

Charlie Ball, of 37.8471 Ryan 
Road, Richmond BC, V7A 2E8, 
Canada, formerly a motor cycle 
squad police sergeant in 
Vancouver, wishes to contact 
personnel involved with Knight- 
class RFAs unloading equipment 
for Suffleld, Canada, in the late 
60s-early 70% particularly CSM 
Frank Swift and his wife, Judy, and 
a young RE officer (name not 
recalled) heading for Pitcairn Island 
as OC a wharf-building project. 

Calling photographic lnterpmter- 
imagery analysts: If you qualified 
as a PhlnA, why not join the 
Medmenham Club and keep in 
contact with wlleagues and 
friends? The club celebrates its 
50th anniversary next year. 
Details (evenings). on 01480 860755 



RSEVIEWS 

I UUSIC IN THE SADDLE 
THERE have been two books 
on Army bands in a short space 
of time, arriving like London 
buses in a pair after a long gap. 

A gap of three centuries, in 
fact, for although there have 
been several of Hohnes’s “slim 
monographs” and various brief 
articles on bands, George 
Lawn’s Music in Srnre Cbrhing is 
only the second full-blown hard- 
bad I h o w  of. 

And full-blown it is, with no 
horse-dropping left unmned 
and a veritable pile of fascinating 
facts and figures - fascinating, 
that is, to this old bandsman 
though perhaps a little esoteric 
in places for others. 

As the title implies, this book 
is about music and pageantry as 
played and lived by the bands of 
The Life Guards. 

A foreword by the conductor 
Sir Colin Davis, himself once a 
musician in the band, as was the 
author, prefaces an exhaustive 

at 1 a m, when he should have 
been in Knightsbridge Barracks. 

Apocrypha enters the tale (01 
does it?) in the version known to 
all Guards directors of music of 
the time. The band had just 
moved station h m  Windsor to 
Knightsbridge in a normal 
exchange with the Royal Horse 
Guards band, so his horse, now 
smelling hay and with no guid- 
ance from its rider, made for its 
old stable in Windsor. 

Variations on this theme 
involve the distance Albert’s 
horse took him before being 
apprehended. Some say Ham- 
mersmith Broadway, others the 
horsetrough at Hounslow 
Heath. 

Albert survived the event and 
uot his OBE. Those were indeed 

these stirring sounds account of the bands’ history thank the Lord. The terrors of 
from 1660 when kettledrums the riding school (and especially 
and trumpets sufliced, to the . those riding-masters) and the 
present day when the band i j  problems and solutions of play- 
seen in full ceremonial glory on ing an instrument on horseback 
the Queen’s Birthday Parade. while ensuring the beast pro- 

Although every aspect of the ceeds down the Mall and not 
1st and 2nd Life across it, could 
Guards bands is In Btat. Cto(wng: haveprovidedfun 
described, h m  30rY of the Kettle- material for a 
early formarions mmmws, T N m m  chapter or two, 

trade to the present full snd the Band of The Life 
@ads by George Lawn. instrumentation, Leo Pen ~ sword, secrets the gener- 

its conductors, -, al reader yearns 
engagements, per- to know. The 
sonalities, regi- author tells the 
mental music, dress and many story of the band‘s famous 
other details peculiar to the Director of Music, Lt Col Albert 
Household Cavalry, the general Lemoine, who, after a mounted 
reader will gain a fair idea of life band engagement, stayed 
as it was and is in any other regi- behind to quaff his usual drams 
mental band. .’ of the hard stuff. Making his 

The stresses and strains, the own way home, much under the 
endless travel, the humour, even weather, he missed his turning 
the music programmes, were and was found by the police, in 
much the same as I experienced the saddle and in full ceremonial 
in an infantry band. On foot, dress, in Kensington High Sneer 

being 

A 

;he days. 
A iollv fine read, with well over 

100. ilhxations and pho- 
tographs in colour and black and 
white. - RB 

Tank’s pea-shooter 
gun took on 88mm 
PERSONAL recollections, 
diary notes, letters and official 
reports have been interwoven 
with the author’s narrative to 
produce Tank Tracks. 

Peter Beale’s book rehves 
action at the sharp end in a 
Churchill with a pea-shooter of 
a gun against the enemy’s all- 
round 88mm boomer. 

One Cyril Smith, a troop 
officer’s wireless operator, 
describes what it is like to be on 
the end of a near miss by an 
88mm round. 

The 9th were with the Cana- 
dians near Qesnay with Smith 
in the leading tank when they 
were alerted to an 88 “up 
front”. 

Hull down, they waited. 
Within minutes a shell came 
their way which Smith “swears 
to xhis day passed between the 
gun barrel and the driver’s 
hatch”. 

Smith put out smoke and a 
hurried reversal had them 
almost colliding with the tank 
behind while a second shot 
passed feet in front. 

They waited for a third shot 
which, if it hit, would have 
blown them to pieces. Instead, 
a cheerv infantry officer 

j~ - 
Tank Racks - 9th Bamlion 
Royal Tank Regimem at War 
lg40-45 by Peter Beaie. Man 

: Sutton, hardback, f17.99. 
. 

jumped on board with the 
words: “OK, boys - 88 
silenced.” 

Cyril said : “We saw the gun 
later. It was a dual purpose 88 
on a high mounting, and its 
barrel was splayed out like a 
palm tree. They had silenced it 
all right.” 

There are more good stories, 
photographs and maps. -JM 

Valiant tunes from the 18th 
Scottish heroes in from cold 
GRAHAM Ross has put 
together a valuable and inter- 
esting 99-page softback about 
the Scottish soldiers who have 
won the VC. 

However, someone along 
the line has let him down by 
omitting an apostrophe from 
the title on the cover, which 
appears as SCOTLANDS 
FORgotten VALOUR (sic). 
This criticism may seem 

pernickety to some, but it will 
be uicked uo oretty quickly, 

people he questioned had little 
or no knowledge of the medal 
and (apart from two OAPs) 
without exception could not 
name one Scomsh-born VC. 
Bitterly disappointed by this, 
he was motivated to try to put 
the matter right. In any other 
country, he says, these men 
would be heroes. Here, they 
are Scotland‘s Forgotten 
Valour. 

A good book is slightly tar- 
nished by poor editing. - IM 

especially by those kom Scot- 
land. Despite this error, and 
there are others, rhis’book is a 
reminder ofthe bravery of 158 
Scottish soldiers who have 
been awarded the VC since its 
inception in 1854. 

Ross insists that a survey he 
carried out revealed that most 

.. : 



Harmony 
is key to- 
success 
of battle 
for the 
beaches 

DON’T be misled into think- 
ing that the vivid, beach battle 
scene on the cover and the 
gung-ho title of Hit the Beach! 
signal just another all-action 
production for devotees of war 
books. 

While author Simon Foster 
tells his story in an exciting 
and readable way, it is, funda- 
mentally, a serious book 
describing the planning and 
oneration of four amnhibious 
campaigm: 

0 The caDture of Quebec in 
1759, when WolfeG forces 
scaled a steep cliff to capture 
the city from the French, 

0 The Dardanelles debicle 
of 1915, sponsored by Win- 
ston Churchill, which proved a 
total failure and where thou- 
sands of gallant men died; 

0 US commander General 
Douglas MacArthur’s success- 
ful beach landing plan at 
Inchon, Korea, in 1950 (he 
was sacked a year later by Pres- 
ident Harry Tnunan for 
expressing views conuary to 
US and UN policy); 

0 The landing at San Carlos 
in 1982 and the subsequent 
recovery of the Falkland 
Islands, which he says, proved 
that “conventional military 
operations which depend on 
the traditional virtue of sur- 
prise are still viable in these 
days of electronic warfare and 
intelligence gathering.” 

Foster goes into great derail, 
giving the non-military reader 
an insight into the way joint- 
Service operations are plaMed 
and put into effect. 

He concludes that while 
“surprise, speed and violence” 
are essential to the success of 
any amphibious operation, it is 
critical that military and naval 
commanders have a perfect 
understanding if success is to 
be achieved. - JM 
90 

Tomorrow’s weapons: dazer-lasers, sensors and( 
IN A FUTURE where warfare 
technology is bristling with 
sensors, dazer-lasers and digi- 
tal communications, there will 
still be a place for the poor 
bloody infantry. 

The prediction is made in 
The British Army: A Pocket 
Guide, the popular and invalu- 
able source of “at-a-glance” 
information. 

on the changing Army. “In the 
not too distant future it is pos- 
.sible to envisage an operational 
area sewn with sensors that 
identify an enemy airmobile 
attack hundreds of kilometres 

poor b I 
”The sensors identify the 

enemy helicopter force and call 
for the delivery of ‘intelligent’ 
anti-helicopter minedmuni- 
tiondsystems capable of Mer- 
entiatinn between friendlv or 

oody infantry 
mines onto likely enemy “Infantry will sti l l  be 
approach routes. required to finally destroy the 

‘immediate’ reaction force Indeed, the book forecasts 
becomes helibome and acting that the infantry will be “one of 
on sensor information moves the few maior militarv erowth 

“At the same time the enemyontheground.” 

Service in the desert with I 
Grenadiers and Somersets I 

- 
The latest edition has several 

ew features as well as updates 
away,” reads part of a new sec- 
tion on the future battlefield. 

enemy helicopters, and iong 
range d e r y  delivers these 

to engage the now depleted areas d&g the ;&t 25 “The British Army being phlet for Drill and Ceremoni- 

EMPSON brothers, 
Arthur and Charles, 
to their parents in York- 

duririg the period 1910- 
and Empson’s War 

umably contains those let- 
which have survived. 

: ;j The editor, C C Emnson, is 

ANYONE who enjoyed adventure Similar in style and mntern, 
travel books publiied between the kid CoInmsnd by Patpr Freddie De Butts’s Now the Dust Has 
wars where the author described life t h w a h .  Leo Cooper, h(lffk SeWtells of his 36 years as a sol- 
- and sometimes death - among && El7.50. Nowlhs Duel - dier, 26 of them in the Middle and Far 
desert tribes may weH enjoy two Bsttlsd by Freddii De B*b;. East. At the time of his mmission 
more r e n t  offerings. hbb House, hardback, f30. into the Somerset ljsht Infamy in 

Peter Thwaites was appointed to 1937. his father was a seniw officet 
m m a n d  the Muscat Regiment in Oman, one of the in India. which also Diaved a main role in the author’s 

It goes on to offer some 
thoughts on the 21% century 
version of the infantry soldier’s 
personal weapon, the rifle, 
with its computerised sighting 
system and real-time TV 
images linked to battlefield 
command and control units. 
This far-from-dry little gold- 

mine of facts and figures has its 
lishter moments. 

will certainly happen,” writ& 
the author wrily to bring his 
“crystal ball gazing” chapter to 
a close. “The infantry believ- 
ing (quite rightly in our opin- 
ion) in the &ectiveness of 
‘cold steel’ will demand that 
any future rifle is fitted with a 
bayonet boss, and the Brigade 
of Guards will spend many 
Iona hours rewriting the pam- 

Sultan’s infantry regiments. for two action-filled years. 
That was in I967 when rebeis and mmmunists 

were active in the area, their eyes set on taking mnW 
of oil-rich Oman and beyond. The Sultan’s Armed 
Forces were the only obstacle. 

When Thwaites retired from the Amy in 1976 he 
returned to become head of staff of the Armed Forces 
of Sultan Qaaboos and chairman of the Joint Staff of 
Oman. 

He retired finally in 1980 and died in lSal before he 
could finish his readable book, Muscat Command, the 
last three chapters of which were written by his first 
adjutant with Muscat Regiment. Slmon Sloane. 

career. He served als6 in Egypt, the desert war (on 
intelligence work), Sicily and Italy, before Staff College 
and msequent appointments. 

When he returned to India in 1947 with the Somer- 
sets the regiment became one of the last British units 
to leave on the declaration of independence. He twk 
part in the final parade which ended his famiiy’s 100. 
year miliiafy link with the continent. 

Since retiring, Brig De Butts has been active with 
voluntary organisatims and served as Deputy Lieu- 
tenant of Herlfordshire, all of which, perhaps surpris- 
ingly, this octogenarian sometimes feels has bean 
”more fulfilling” than 36 years in the Army. - JM 

I 

shown that the 

ELITISM IS NAME OF SPECIAL FORCES GAME 
of Arahia and Maj Gen Orde 
Wirlgate of chindit fame. 

vations of many polinchs and 
the more conservative of the Spaial-w-w 

ASPIRING r e m t s  to the SAS 
should read Mark Lloyd’s Se- 
&Forces and, in particular, the mm The author Iwh to the next militarv hietarch+’ prr* - -..-.-- , -, . 
section on the selection and Special forces are the &lite of 

this &lite force. It’s tough. pioneers of special-purpose forecasting that their fiaturea i have no place in the conven- 

century and the role of special 
training of those wishing to join gades and reactionaries - the and spedal-pwpae forcw I , the mdd’s d e s ,  yet “would 

In a chapter on rebels, rem- warfare - lloyd lists Lawrence , are assured, “despite the mer- 1 
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t i o d  srmed forces”. - JM 
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Wainewright DSO, promoted 
on April 18, 1916, and the 
dates of commissioning of 
Arthur and Charles are as 
given later in this review. 

The other problem the 
editor has was that many of the 
letters were undated and 
although he has made a valiant 
effort to place them chronolog- 
ically there are some obvious 
errors. 

These criticisms apart, there 
are many interesting com- 
ments on social and military 
life of the period. Jack, who 
joined the Royal Flying Corps 
in 1912, was sadly killed in a 
flying accident in thick fog on 
May 15,1914. 
Arthur, commissioned on 

July 19, 1912 in the RFA, 
served in Ireland and went to 
France with the British Expe- 
ditionary Force (116 Battery, 
26 Brigade, 1 Division) in 
1914andremainedunrdl918, 

apart k m  a spell in hospital in 
Woolwich after he was wound- 
ed. He was later awarded the 
MC and the Belgian Cmix de 
Gum. 

He was also reported killed 
and a letter of condolence sent 
by the Keeper of the Privy 
Purse on September 5, 1917 
was received by his mother. 

Another, sent on September 
18, read “The King and 
Queen have heard with much 
pleasure that your son, who 
was officially reported killed, 
by mistake, is alive and their 
Majesties rejoice with you at 
the good news which they 
know must be such a great 
relief to you and your hus- 
band.”This proved to be a 
double error, as Mr Empson 
died 18 months earlier. . . 

Arthur‘s letters contain 
much of interest such as his 
comment a week after the 
peace was declared: “I wonder 
if after this war the ‘pomp and 
circumstance of glorious war’ 
legend will crop up again and 
people forget about the reality 
Even now people are begin- 

ning to talk about their experi- 
ences as if they bad rather 
enjoyed them.” 
Arthur went as a major to 

Turkey in 1920-21 to serve in 
the Army of the Black Sea, 
keeping the peace between 
Turks and Greeks in Smyma. 
“We don’t fire, in order not to 
hurt or irritate the local inhab- 
itants; they don’t tire because 
they want to make friends with 
us after getting a few conces- 
sions,” he mote. 

Charles, the youngest, was 
commissioned on August 12 
19 17 also in the RFA and went 
to India and Mesopotamia. 
Although his letters are well 
written and give a background 
of the counmes and the politi- 
cal and social life, there is little 
of military interest -his desire 
to !dl a Turk was too late and 
his determination to fight a 
Russian was misplaced! 

These letters give an inter- 
esting picture of life in several 
counmes in the era of the 
Great War and despite the 
unfortunate omissions are rec- 
ommended. - PSN 
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Regal Tailors 
Military and Civilian Tailors 

W e S d d  House. B m d  Lane, LIramley, Leeds LSl3 3HA 

0 Exclusively for the sons and daughters of members and 
retired members of the British Army, RAF and 
RN/RM. 

0 475 pupils 11+ to 18 all boarders, 110 Sixth Formers, 

0 Caring family atmosphere. 

0 Pupil : Teacher ratio 10 : 1 .  Average class size 16. 

0 Excellent record in GCSE, BTEC National Diploma, 
GCE A Level and in the numbers entering university 

0 Low fees o f Q 5 0  per term whether serving or retired. 

0 Ask about the value added dimension to our academic 
work. 

Further enquiries to: 
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The Duke of York's School 

Dover CT15 5EQ 
Phone: (0304) 245024 
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All garments are made to measure and are fitted 
by our Craftsmen. 
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all work is canied out on our own premises. 
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36 page colour catalogue 
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Manufacturing Jewellers, 23 Vyse Street, Birmingham B18 6LE 
%furher detnilr and quo* please h t e .  fax or phone 0121.551 7366. HOMEFIELD + INTERN AT ION A 1  
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For Prospectus and details contact: 
The Admissions Secretaries 
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ackie Judge and John Gibson 
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B E N E F I T S  
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Covers 'Tenants Liability'. (eg March Outs) 
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For detailspleare mail the tear-off slip to: 
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FREEPOST, (SE 8601) - No postage required 
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UNIFORMAL 
Civil, Military and Livery Tailors 

for Officers, Warrant Officers, 
Sergeants and Corporals 

MESS DRESS UNIFORMS 
and Civilian Clothing 

Substantial discounts for bulk purchase. 

For a quotation for your Regiment or Corps, 
please contact us (see below) 

in Germany Mike Clark 05623 6069 

&a&- 
vlAZDA vw 

AUDI Germnny: Answerphone (05751) ISOR7 
UK: Tel: (0113) 282 6102 Fax: (0113) BZ 1457 

Fnx: (05751) 1aR9 
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T - S b w  
Sweatshizts 

55 Brwk Street, Chester 
Tel: Cheater 10244) 31 1028 

Join our ARMY 
of readers 

Contact our subscription 
department on: 

31 252 347353 

To advertise for a pen pal 
send your name, age, brief 
description and interests 
together with a chequelpostal 
orderforL11.75 totheaddress 
below. Remember to include 
your full name and address for 
replies to be forwarded. 

UNIFORMS 
MADE TO MEAGURE 

Mesa mea P.O.A. 
M n ~ ~ n N o . 2 D r n  C395.W 
OR'sNo.1 Bees W . W  
Omcen No.1 O T m  025.W 
S.B. B181eI cim.oo. 
0.0. Blluar P175.W 
Dinner Sul T h V d  Cp0.m 
Dinner Sun Wool P25o.W 
Chillan Sub horn E1BS.W 

LOST MEDALS 
REPLACED IN RECORD TlMJ3 

W R m  OR PHONE FOR QUOIATION 
RAYMOND D HOLDICH 
Mdpr ssuue ColMora celltrr 

7wbitmmbsup( 
M a n  WC2H 7IiA 
Trl: 0171-930 1w9 

0374 132493 

REPLIES. To reply to a pen pal, write 
a letter and send it 10 Soldier Magazine 
at [he address below. The Box number 
must be CLEARLY written in the 
TOP LEFT CORNER of the envelope. 
Your envelope must be no larger thpn 
8 * x 4  and should only contain a letter, 
and photograph if requested. Replies 
received more than three months after 
the cover date and I-c, heavy. or 
poorly addressed etwclopa .rill not 
be forwarded. 

Au com.pndcncc to: Pen Pals, 
Soldier -e, h b n e c  Road, 
Aldershot, Hnnu G u l l  2DU. 

Michelle, 39, 5'5". Widow. Dark 
blonde and cuddly. Interests include 
reading fmtasy and sci-fi b w h .  I am P 
psychiatric nurse with an unusual seme 
of humour and am looking for pen pals 
aged 35-45. P500 I W I  

&a, 23, 5'3". I am B single parent 
with one child. Slim, with long blonde 
hair, my interests include keeping fit, 
pubs, dubs, cinema and having fun. I 
would like pen pals aged 23+. P50l 1 ~ 3  

Wlw,  28, 5'5" tanned brunette. 
Interests include music, vidms, rugby 
and socialising. 1 am B Nursing 0 5 c e r  
and would Eke to write for friendship to 
soldiers aged 25-30. P502 I W I  

Knrrn, 33, 5'7", blonde, medium 
build. Int-ts include gym, uavcl, 
animals and wines. Seeks tall pen pals 
with goad sense of humour. P503. 1-5 

m m r y  mtory Books. S A E  for cat- 
alogue. Ruchnse of baoh in goad con- 
dition on land wnrfnre. Free specialist 
bookse&.JohnMdCcndc,Carpm- tm, Cary b a d ,  Nonh Cadbw, 

Yeovil, Somemet BA22 7DE. Tel: 
01963 440557. 07.- 

"Hd-dresa Bad* of The British 
Atmy'' by Kipling & King. The collcc- 
c m  Bible. Volume T w o  1920-1995, 
the new and updated edition. Available 
late September L42.50 posted. Volume 
One 1800-1920 at L65 pasted, atill 
available. Telephone 01252 716303. H 
L & P King, 3 Saxon Croft, Famham, 
Surrcy GU9 7QB. ICW 

EPAULETTE 
SLIDES 

For officers or other ranks. With 
or without unit designation. 

S.A.E. for price list. 
Lmrkha Enhkhly I Insbllla LM, 

IcnowrlqMlathlhrkM, 
I(kbY9Uwrpoolwlsl. 

cIvn MILITARY BESPOKE TAILORS 

LADIES & GENTS @ i 

MESS DRESS v'l5TA TIE5 m v c  Y U U  LUJl 

Consultthe experts. Weean 
replace full size medals and 

supply miniaN-. A fast effidenl 
6 c e  with the minimum of h 1 5  

ALSO a full cleaning and 
mounting 6 c e  is undertaken 

by OUT master tailor. 

YOUR MEDALS? 

THE VETERANS' 
MEDAL OFFICE 
P.O. Box lDH, LONDON W I A  IDH 

SPECIALISTS 
INTEREST FREE CREDIT 
All Accessories Supplied. 
Shirts, Bow Ties, Medals 
George Boots, Badges, etc. 
For All Your Uniform, Suit 
& Blazer Requirements. 

Contact: 
UK 284-294 Ley St. nford Essex IG14BS 

UK TEL 0181 478 2780 
GERMANY "EL: 05252 4631 

L 
............. 

S 
EMBROIDERED & PRINTED 
SPORTS & LEISUREWEAR 

Sandwich Takeaway & 
Confectionery 

Main road pasition b e m m  
LeeMBradford TK) Pi ,000 p r  week. 
Regular trade. Good reputation. One 
Owner 12 years. Large three bed 
ammmmodation. Excdsmr. Small 
Qarden. Plus SAV. 

'Telephone: 01-1-493 4675  01 
Mobile: 01136 746604 MERSTHAM, SURREYRHI W. 

rEL: 01737 6 u i  13 I ............... 
MENTION 

WHEN REPLYING TO 
SOLDIER 5 VERNON PLACE NORTHERN COUE 

BASFORD NOTTINGHAM NO6 ODE 
T& (Notem) 0115 9274469 

HFmc w r  FREE CATALOGUE 
"BRITNN'S LEADING SUPPLIERS OF KIT TO THE PROFESSIONALSm 

Establbhed Lhi- Aseney for 
sale, Humberside, Yorks. Fxclusive 
area, well established business. Oace 
eauimnent included in sale. Scope for * DPM SAS SMOCKS * LUNDHAGS * SAS BERGENS * SNUGPAK SIBAGS * 58 SIBAGS * DPM PARA SMOCKS * BUFFALO KIT * KITBAGS * BlVVl BAGS * KIP MATS * DPM COMBAT JACKETS * BERGHAUS ROC 

MARCH IN - KIT OUT * DESERT BOOTS 
*JUNGLE BOOTS * AMMO BOOTS * KSB BOOTS * SORBOTHANE INSOLES * SPECIAL FORCES BOOTS * GEORGE BOOTS * 58 WEBBING * PLCE WEBBING * PLCE CHEST RIGS * COMBAT VESTS * US WEBBING * Q/R BELTS * 44 WIB POUCHES * SUIT POUCHES * RATION POUCHES * SAS POUCHES * SA 80 SLINGS 

CSTERS * TRANGIA COOKERS 
IAGHS * MAGLITE * PELICAN 

P.L.C.E. BERGEN m V u l c a n  - 
L o d e ,  21, 1'7". long brown hau, 
blue cyei Inrmsts  rncludc mmal  am, 
hone ndmg, music and ~ooabsmg 
I am a student nurse laoking for 1 fun 
loving stngle, sincere male aged 20-35. 
P505 

vmt. wanred - 
Any mnditim, cash burn. 

Td: 0181-534 4016 or 0181-555 0623. 
Fsx: 0181-5340033 (lOamr0 lO.30pm 

%a, a e e t i v e  33-y-old. sevmdays), IC1, 
slim wth blue eyes and chesmut hair. 
5'5''. Interests include swimming, bsd- 
minton, thcatte, music, eating out and 
holidays. Seeh pen pals aged 28-45 
with similar interests. P506 '- Lit hsnd drIv.3 vehicles -ly 

wanted. Any condition. Cash buyer. Tel: 
0181-534 4016 or 0181-555 0823. Fsr: 
0181-5340033 (IOamto 10.3Opms- 
days). / U 1  
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INSTANT ACTION Germany 01 30-8544-96 
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PB 17, Slanmore. 

Coy RMP, BmO M. 

Signal R q t ,  Buitord. 

Snnnd (602 N n S .  €1,250) Sgt P J Titlky, 

l h l f d  (586 runs, E750) Cpl C A Spsnn, 

FOu~h(584runs.E5W:S~tJSAusfin, Moo 

F~h(579rU~.€4W)CplWRMoore,l l l  Pm 

SIdh(574runs,E3M1)S~KKCqoeil,3(UK)Oiv 

Ssvmlh (561 runs, Em) LCpl R M Cuerden, 

~idhqnai~1(377runs,~w)tcpitcAWatts. E I ~  (SS NnS. EXQ J E s m. 
i RGJ. ww S. 

1 RHATidworfh. ON8CC. W i n f s h m e G u n m  

Flnt (4M N ~ S ,  E2.540) WO2 T K Noble. ATR 

Swond (402 runs, €1.250) Capt S C Williams, 

lhlrd (388 runs. €750) Capt J C Bladon, 

FOUrlh (385 N n S ,  €540) Cpl E L Oohelty, 

Flfth (378 N ~ S ,  f400) Cpl J C Out. 1 RSME 

Lichiield. 

4RemRhBFP036. 

40 Re@ WI, BFPO 30. 

HOUNOCENT,BFPO 115. 

Rept. Chatham. 

23 Pnr Rapt RLC, Bicester, 

BFPO 808. 

BWI s g a ~  (377 runs, fzw) sot M Caldwll, 

Slrth squal(377 runs. E2W) Spt M MacRury. 
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CLEIR EXISTIN0 UP TO DATE LOANS, 

UP. CREDIT CARDS. CASH SPARE. 

We now have available a limited number of quality 
SOLDIER Shields, showing the magazine's 
official insignia on a dark wood base, measuring 

180 x 140mm. 
The shields make an ideal gift for the military 

enthusiast, or to add to a collection. 
Price €17 (UK) and €19 elsewhere, inc p and p. 
To order your shield simply send your 
cheque/PO, payable to 'Soldier', together with 

your name and address to: 

SOLDIER SHIELD, 
SOLDIER Magazine, 

Ordnance Road, 
Aldershot, 

Hants 
G u l l  2DU 
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SUSSM RH10 3m. 
WAX (01312) 718611 (24 h 

ADVERTISERS PLEASE NOTE 
All new advertisements are accepted on a pre- 
paid basis only. Cheques/POs payable to 
"Soldief'. Monthly accounts will be 
opened subject to approval and satisfactory 
references. Otherwise prepayment applies. 

- 
Not 

Too good to dismiss - 
CLASSJFJED ADVERTISEMENTS :. ~ ".: 

.... .... ................................... NAME ................. 

ADDRESS .................................... 
(PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS) 

......................................................... 
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COST 30p PER WORD 
ine, please wi te  clearly on plain paper 
VAT AT 17 5% !&!SI BE ADDED 

NB NAMEANDADDRESSAND/OR PHONE NUMBER SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN COST 
IF YOU REQUIRE A CONFIDENTAL BOX NUMBER, ADD €2 35 (INC VAT] PER INSERTION AND TICK BOX 0 

-WORDSAT30p = E- 
X- INSERTIONS = E- 

Send to: 

SOLDIER MAGAZINE CWSlFlED ADS 
SOLDIER 
ORDNANCE ROAD 
ALDERSHOT 
HANTSGUII 2DU 

ALL CIASSIFIEDADVERTISEMENTS W T  BE PREPAID AND WILL BE INSERTED IN THE FIRSTAVAIABLE ISSUE 
COSTS OUOTED ON THIS FORM ARE VAUD UNTIL SEPTEMBER 1995 m 

- VATAT 17.5% - E- 
BOX NUMBER [INC. VAT) = E- 

E- TOTAL ENCLOSED - 
CHEQUE/PO Number (Payable to SOLDIER) 

- 
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Service dinghies return to Stanley Bay 
AFI‘ER a break of less than a 
year, competitive dinghy sail- 
ing returned to the waters of 
Stanley Bay, for most of the 
past 20 years one of its princi- 
pal spiritual homes in Hong 
Kong, with the formation of 
the Stanley Services Sailing 
Club. 

The club inherited the 
assets of the two former mili- 
rary boat clubs at Gordon 
Hard and Stanley and is per- 

fectly positioned to provide a 
centre of excellence for Ser- 
vices %ailing in Hong Kong 
until the garrison departs. 

It has already hosted the 
Hong Kong South Side Regat- 
ta, the first dinghy regatta to 
be staged in Hong Kong for 
several years, and competed 
with credit in this year’s Hong 
Kong Yachting Association 
summer series. 

The club reopened ten 

months after the closure of the 
old Stanley Services Boat 
Club on the departure of the 
1st Battalion, The Black 
Watch, the last of perhaps a 
dozen British battalions to 
operate it since the club 
opened in the early 1970s. 
During that period it hosted 
the world Enterprise champi- 
onships. 

With the garrison strength 
down by a rhird since the 

drawdown in1994, it can only 
support one club. The new 
SSBC is based at St Stephen’s 
Beach and operates as part of 
the Watermanship Training 
Wing of the Hong Kong Phys- 
ical Adventurous Training 
Centre, a garrison unit. 

It operates a fleet of Enter- 
prise dinghies for competition 
and training and a small 
number of Lasers and Opti- 
mists. 

Hang 
gliders 
struggle 
to keep 
in touch 
IN a summer of superb weath- 
er, the Inter-Services hang 
gliding championships in 
South Wales coincided with 
windy conditions, low cloud 
and drizzle. 

But despite the problems, 
competitors in the open dass 
notched up 300 hours of air 
time and flew more than 
3,OOOkm around photographic 
turn-points. The Royal Air 
Force won the competition 
with the Royal Navy second. 

A training week before the 
competition was blessed with 
terrific weather, leaving the 
pilots sunburned and dehy- 
drated from hours in the air. 

In the novice class Sgt Char- 
lie Bridgeman (Bristol TA) 
flew carefully to take first place 
in the Army competition, but 
lost third place overall by a 
point. The d a s s  produced 
some excellent flying which 
bodes well for the intermediate 
event next summer. 

LCpl Mark Brenen (2 Rea  
AAC) was seventh and R e  
Alan Kenny (1 A and SH) 
tenth. 

Maj Jonathon GiIbert 
(REME, 1 Regt AAC Wksp 
REME) stayed a place ahead of 
Capt Paul Wood (3 Para) in the 
Army intermediate competi- 
tion and linished 11th overall 
to Wood’s 13th. 

Redundancies had wreaked 
48 

“I 

most havoc in the open class, 
for which Capt James McMen- 
emy (Electronics Branch 
REME) came out of semi- 
retirement to compete for the 
first time in ten years. 

He and Sgt Mark Lewis of 1 
Regt AAC Wksp REME 
fought hard against the much 
stronger Royal Navy and RAF 
teams but they were soundly 
beaten into third place during 
a technically dficult and phys- 

ically exhausting competition 
which included two 50km 
ridge races and two races to a 
goal field 57km away. 

The Army team prize was 
again won by REME. 

Anyone interested in taking 
up the sport should ring 
Brecon Mil 3260 for details of 
JSAT-sponsored courses at the 
Joint Services Hang Gliding 
and Paragliding Centre. 
Courses cost A50 for 12 days. 

Badminton 
squad on 
final trip to 
Hong Kong 
AN ARMY badminton party 
of 15 won one and lost three 
games during a week-long 
farewell tour to Hong Kong 
made at the invitation of the 
BFHK Badminton Associa- 
tion. 

The UK-based party of nine 
men and six women beat 
BFHK 5-4 but lost to the Kwai 
Chun and Cbai Wan clubs and 
the national youth squad. 

The club matches were 
close, but the well coached 
youth squad proved too strong, 
bearing the visitors 24-0. 

An Army Sports Lottery 
grant of A200 to each member 
of the party helped to subsidise 
the considerable cost of return 
fares. The team is planning a 
tour to America in 1998. 

RLC takes 
merit table 
honours 
THE unbeaten Royal Logistic 
Corps side claimed the Army‘s 
Inter-Corps cricket title by 
winning the Famous Grouse- 
sponsored merit table. 

Their record of five wins and 
two draws put them five points 
ahead ofthe RAC who finished 
as runners up. The C N ~  
game between the two close 
rivals was drawn. The RAC 
drew two games and lost to the 
sappers and the signallers. 

REME were third in the 
table, the Royal Signals fourth, 
the Royal Engineers fifth and 
the Infantry sixth. 
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I The Hignianders 
. 

I 
Seaforth, Gordons and Camero-- 
The Highlanders (Seaforth, Gordons and Camerons) were forme, 
the amalgamation of the Queen’s Own Highlanders (Seaforth and 
Camerons) and The Gordon Highlanders on September 17, 1994. AU 
junior NCOs and private soldiers now wear the staff cap badge worn 
previously only by officers and senior NCOs of the Queen’s Own High- 
landers. Private soldiers are known as Highlanders and wear the Gor- 
dons’ kilt. The capbadge features a stag‘s head and Thistle ensigned 
with the Crown. The regiment’s motto, Cuidich’n Righ (Help h e  
King), remains the only Gaelic slogan used by the Regular Army. The 
regimental quick march is “The Wee Highland Laddie.” The Gordon 
Highlanders were formed in 1794 and absorbed the 75th (Stirling- 
shire) Regiment of Foot, becoming the 92nd (Gordon Highlanders) 

Camerons) were formed in February 1961 by amalgamation of the 
Seaforth Highlanders (Ross-shire Buffs, The Duke of Albany’s) and 
The Queen’s Own Cameron Highlanders. Shared battle honours 
include Tel-el-Kebir, South f i c a  1899-1902 and El Alamein. 

V . Regiment of Foot. The Queen’s Own Highlanders (Seaforth and 

Queen’s Own Highlanders The Gordon Highlanders 
SOLDIER 

fi he%ayaI Gurkha Rifles 
The Royal Gurkha Rifles were formed on July 1,1994 by amalga- 
mating and renaming the f o b  remaining Gurkha infantry battal- 
ions in service with the British Army. The new Order of Dress 
reflects the new regiment’s historical links with the four previous 
regiments. The distinctive scarlet piping has been retained, and 
the drums are now embellished with the bade honours of all four 
regiments. The Pipes and Drums continue to wear the Douglas 
tartan, while the Rock and Elephant, Prussian Eagle and Ram’s 
Head badges are worn on the front of the cmssbelts. The cap- 
badge consists of crossed Kukris, ensigned with the Crown, all in 
silver. The regimental march is “The Black Bear.” The Royal 
Gurkha Rifles’ three battalions were formed by renaming the 7th 
Duke of Edinburgh’s Own Gurkha Rifles as 2nd Battalion, The 
Royal Gurkha Rifles; amalgamating the 2nd King Edward W’s  
Own Gurkha Rifles (The Sirmoor Rifles) and 6th Queen Eliza- 
beth’s Own Gurkha Rifles to form the 1st Battalion; and retitling 
10th Pritlcess Mary’s Own Gurkha Rifles as 3 RGR. All four orig- 
inal battalions shared the battle honour Afghanistan 19 19 and saw 
service in Italy and Burma during the Second World War. 

2nd King Edward Vll’s 6th Bum Ellzabeths 7th Dukeof Edinburgh’s 10th Prlncess Marg’s 
Own Gurkha Rifles Own Gurkha Rifles Own Gurkha Rifles Own Gurkha Rifle8 
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