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Challenger 2 makes
its mark in Kosovo
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Finansial Resorees Tor the Evrces

Put yourself in the picture
with a Warrier Personal Loan of beeween

J-{T',;‘OO and 252;—,000

Because Warrior deal exclusively with the military
market, our Personal Loans are designed to meet

the special needs of people within the Armed Forces.

So if you want a loan for a car, a holiday, school
fees, refurbishment and home improvements, loan
consolidation or even a wedding, snap up a loan
from Warrior... We’ll put you in the picture.

Calls may be monitored ond or recorded. Al! loans subjaﬁ to status and nel milnbk to
rsons under the age of 18. Written q upon
y Warrior Group Limited, Weald House, 88 Main Road, sundndgt Kcm TN14 6HN

Snap up a Warrior Personal Loan at your
local branch of Naafi Financial Services.

Or call our friendly staff on:

00800 21 2223 24 ..o v s.cermemy

+44 1959 56 89 69 .......s

8.00am - 8.00pm Monday - Friday 9.00am - 2.00pm Saturday
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When not play-
ing in Arm
sides,
Jimmy
turned
out for
Kent
League
team
Folke-

stone,
where
his expenses
often amounted
to more than his
Army pay

- Page 34-35

‘There are significant signs of
change, but where is any of
this, any aspirations for
investing in families and wel-
fare, without funding?

Sue Bonney's home truths
- Page 43

-
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4-5 Cover story
Potent presence: A Challenger 2 from
B Squadron, 1 Troop, The Royal Scots
Dragoon Guards patrols a road cross-
ing point on the Kosovo boundary.
Behind the main battle tank is Serbia.
Tank commander Cpl Andy Potter is
on the left, with LCpl Rich Hopkins,
the loader-operator, on the right

Picture: Mike Weston
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A proper
value on
families

FAMILIES feel they are
undervalued, according to an
independent report.

The Army Retention
Study, commissioned by the
Adjutant General, and
researched during wide-rang-
ing visits to 35 units at home
and abroad (and to 800 fami-
lies), found there was a gener-
al belief among Service
personnel and their depen-
dants that families’ issues
were unsufficiently recog-
nised or valued.

This will come as no great
surprise to the Army Families
Federation (whose confer-
ence — reported elsewhere in
this issue — reflected that

6 The message from
families is clear 9

view), CGS’s Briefing Team
or the readers of Soldier’s cor-
respondence pages.

In our view one critical line
from the report deserves to be
writ in bold: Feedback is not
welcomed.

It is a finding we can
endorse from experience.
The occasional blunt reaction
from within the system to the
heartfelt views of a soldier or
spouse (who said they had to
be fair or accurate?) pub-
lished in our Mailbag pages
suggests the channels of com-
munication are not always a
two-way conduit.

The message from families
is clear: listen to us and our
representatives (ie welcome
our feedback) and value our
contribution. -

Much is being done by the
Army to address families” *
grievances. The AFF ensures
that there is no let-up and the
Service Families Task Force
is playing its part.

Bur as long as feedback,
however unpalatable, remains
unwelcome, the process of
change is undermined. Evil
communications, Paul told
the Corinthians, corrupt
good manners. And they
don’t half annoy families.

¥



5pecia| report

For the first time the Army's new main battle
tank has been put to the test on operations

Pictures: Mike Weston

SELDOM has such a noisy neighbour
been given the kind of enthusiastic recep-
tion afforded to Challenger 2 when it
arrived in town. Villagers around Poduje-
vo in northern Kosovo greeted the mighty
growl of the tank’s engines by waving at
the new kid on the block, reassured by its
powerful presence.

Lt Col David Allfrey is the commanding
officer of The Royal Scots Dragoon
Guards, the first regiment to take charge
of 16 Challenger 2s in an operational the-
atre.

He said: “Curiously, where you would
expect people to complain about the noise
and everything else that is associated with
tanks, in Kosovo people are hugely reas-
sured by the dust, smoke and noise.

“To quote a lady I spoke to: “The day we
heard the tanks coming, we knew that we
were secure’.”

The tank has performed robustly, in
many cases exceeding expectations; one
completed a 178km road-run with no
breakdowns at all.

In the sweltering Balkan summer, which
regularly sees the thermometer rise above
30C, tankies have been using to the full

the environmental control system which
regulates temperatures inside the hull.

“We are all extremely happy with its
reliability; it is a very flexible weapons
system indeed,” Lt Col Allfrey said. “We
have been able to project the tanks around
the brigade area in a way that we could
never had done with previous main battle
tanks.

“Inevitably there are one or two break-
downs, but my own experience of Chal-
lenger 1 and Chieftain before it, is that the
breakdowns are so infrequent, it is in a
completely different league really.”

The regiment’s main task has been to
deter any aggression across the boundary;
something Challenger 2 is particularly
adept at. Crews carry life-support systems
so they can live off the vehicle for many
days if required.

“It has been well supported, and we are
still learning about the vehicle. I think it is
quite excellent,” said Lt Col Allfrey.

“Inevitably with a weapons system that
big it is being subjected to some very con-
siderable mileage. Conditions are hard-
wearing; it is doing very high speeds on
tarmac for considerable distances. All in
all, it’s very good news.”

Rising to the challenge: Above, Tpr Tam McGann checks Challenger 2’s muzzle reference system mirror; Tpr Neil Gow and LCpl
Stuart Gowans of B Squadron takea peek through the turret, and tank commander Cpl Andy Potter, right, surveys the horizon
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People, places, events

BRIG Stephen Saunders, the military
attaché assassinated by terrorists
while driving to work in Athens, was
buried privately on June 21 following
a military funeral in Salisbury Cathe-
dral the previous day.

Among those attending the Salis-
bury service were Defence Secretary
Geoff Hoon, Procurement Minister
Baroness Symons — who was visit-
ing Athens at the time of the murder

VIPs and regiment mourn shot brigadier

— the Chief of the General Staff, Gen
Sir Mike Walker, and C-in-C Land,
Gen Sir Mike Jackson. A representa-
tive of the Greek foreign ministry
was also present.

Members of Brig Saunders’s regi-
ment, the Royal Gloucestershire,
Berkshire and Wiltshire Regiment,
mounted a guard of honour, acted as
pall-bearers and lined the route.

The brigadier's body was flown

from Athens to Britain with full mili-
tary honours, accompanied by his
widow, Heather, daughters Nicola
and Catherine, and other close
family members.

It was claimed by the November 17
terrorist group that Brig Saunders
had been shot because of Britain's
role last year in the Nato bombing of
Yugoslavia. At that time, he was
serving with the UN in Kuwait.

Poachers take
on training task
in Sierra Leone

A MILITARY training
team based on the 2nd
Battalion, The Royal
Anglian Regiment has
settled into a six-week
deployment in Sierra
Leone.

Under the command
of Lt Col Alasdair
Wild, CO 2 R Anglian,
the 238-strong short-
term training team,
supported by a compa-
ny of security troops, is
based under canvas at
the Benguema infantry
training centre in the
bush 15 miles south-east of Freetown.

Supporting the Poachers, who are
based at Beachley Barracks, Chepstow,
are reinforcing detachments from 30
Signal Regiment, 36 Engineer Regi-
ment, 3 Close Support Medical Regi-
ment, 3 Regiment RMP, 29 Regiment
RLC and 9 Supply Regiment RLC.

The Royal Anglians group arrived in
the troubled West African state as the
Royal Marines were withdrawing at the
end of Operation Palliser — under which
foreign nationals were -evacuated. Col
Wild’s mission, codenamed Operation
Basilica, is to complete an intensive

week tour of duty

On their way: Armed Forces Minister John Spellar visits
the Poachers at Chepstow before their departure for a six-

in Sierra Leone Picture: Stuart Bingham

infantry training programme for Sierra
Leone’s government forces.

When the Royal Anglians withdraw
they will be replaced by a British-led
Military Advisory and Training Team,
due to begin a three-year stint to help
Sierra Leone rebuild its armed forces
after years of civil war,

Plans for the MATT to begin its work
earlier this year were put on hold when
a UN-observed truce broke down,
leading to the deployment of the Ist
Battalion, The Parachute Regiment to
secure Lungi airport for the evacuation
of foreign nationals.

Careers go
live on-line

ANYONE with internet access can now “talk” to
soldiers and officers about Army careers. The
Army Online Careers Office was launched after
research showed young peoples’ positive attitudes
about a career in the military are dramatically
increased after contact with uniformed personnel.

Obijective of the new
service is to increase the
contact at present provid-
ed by careers offices, and
to make access to soldiers
easier for a broader group
of people.

By logging on to the
Army website,
www.army.mod.uk, and
visiting the careers section, browsers will be able
to have a real-time dialogue with soldiers and offi-
cers manning the new on-line office. Potential
recruits will be sent a personal perspective on
Army life via the internet.

The web has become an increasingly important
part of the Army’s recruitment strategy. Requests
for more information via the internet tripled last
year to more than 20,000. That figure is expected
to rise by the end of this year to 50,000. The inter-
net is now the single largest source of enquiries
about careers in the Army.

Kosovo arms find

LARGE caches of arms and ammunition
were found last month by a British-led KFOR
operation searching the Drenica Valley area of
Kosovo.

Operation Leatherman, led by the Royal
Scots Dragoon Guards and involving Royal
Engineers as well as troops from Sweden,
Finland and Norway, has identified bunkers
used to store mortars, rocket-propelled
grenades, mines, long-barrelled weapons and
ammunition.

ONLINE OFFICE

Click here for a
military career

® Exercise Cola 2000, the first Partnership
for Peace exercise of the new millennium,
was held at Frejus in France and involved
more than 1,000 soldiers from 22 countries
over six days. The British contingent was led
by Headquarters 2 (South East) Brigade from
Shorncliffe and the infantry representation of
26 by Maj David Bennett.

@ AL40 million contract for the design and
construction of a new barracks at Aldershot
has been awarded to Kier Build, part of Kier
Group plc. Mons Barracks, to be completed
by 2002, is due to be home to a 700-strong
infantry battalion of 12 Mechanised Brigade.

@ Soldiers from 24 Regiment RLC from

Bielefeld and 503 Régiment du Train from
Bordeaux, France, cemented their twinning
charter, signed last summer, by taking part in
a day of ceremonies at Hermanville-sur-mer,
overlooking the D-Day Sword Beach in Nor-
mandy. The programme included a parade, a
wreath-laying service at the town’s military, a
lunch and a football match, won by the British.
J
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People, places, events

Retention study
identifies key
areas of concern

Welcome back: MCTC Colchester “old boy”
Brian O’Hagan gets the keys to the cells and a
friendly word of advice from W02 Mick Bully,
right, the acting RSM, while visiting his old stamp-
ing ground. Forty-five years ago Brian “released”
himself from National Service with the 5th
Enniskillen Dragoon Guards somewhat earlier
than the Army had anticipated and ended up doing
two stints in the Military Corrective Training
Centre. As a result, his National Service lasted just
under three years instead of the mandatory two.
On the left is Brian’s son, Capt Terry O'Ha-
gan, serving with 13 Air Assault Support Regi-
ment RLC at Colchester, who accompanied his
father on an escorted tour of the military prison —
in slow time. Brian visited the MCTC museum
and enjoyed a pleasant lunch in the WOs' and
Sergeants’ Mess. “If, all those years ago you'd
told me | would be here doing this in the
Sergeants’ Mess, I'd have thought you were

crackers,” said Brian. Picture: Graeme Main

Earthen-ware?

Here's one | prepared earlier: SSgt Steve White-
head shows Maxwell Hutchinson how to make
an oven out of bits and pieces. The sequence,
shot at the Army School of Catering in Aldershot,
will appear in Mod Cons, a series made by Oval
Films and due to be broadcast later this summer
on the Discovery Home and Leisure Channel.

RESEARCH into why people leave the
Army prematurely has identified four
key areas in which the Army needs to
improve. Internal communication,
family issues, management skills and
accommeodation all need to be addressed
if retention is to be sustained.

Research also identified a number of
things the Army could do quickly to pro-
duce improvements.

Commissioned by the Adjutant Gen-
eral, the Army Retention Study was car-
ried out by independent consultants
who were given free access. They visited
35 units in the UK, Northern Ireland,
Germany and Bosnia, and heard the
views of 1,500 officers and soldiers and
800 families.

“We wanted to know what the Army
thought we could do better and what
action was necessary to make a differ-
ence,” said Maj Gen Peter Currie, Chief
of Staff to the Adjutant General.

“Having asked the questions it is now
up to us to take the right action to
improve the situation, and that is what
we are doing.”

Brig Simon Young, Director Human
Resources at Upavon, said: “Much of
the content did not come as a surprise
and we are alreadv making progress on
many of the issues. But we must do
better and the study has been very help-
ful in explaining the areas where we need
to focus our efforts.”

The study recommends action on:

Management — Operational leader-
ship is acknowledged as excellent, but
real improvements to leadership and
management skills are seen as essential
for non-operational environments.

Officers and NCOs require a better
understanding of terms and conditions
of service of their soldiers, and need to
be better at communicating these.

The Army says more management train-
ing has already been built into a number of
career courses and comprehensive Army

and tri-Service studies are under way to
improve other aspects of training.

Communications — Flow of infor-
mation, particularly at unit level, needs
to be improved so messages are consis-
tent and rumours do not fill the vacuum.

The Army says CGS’s Briefing Team has
already made a difference, as has the recent
introduction of garrison radio.

Family issues — There needs to be
greater recognition of problems facing
families as a result of Army service.

The Army says much has already been
done, led by Defence ministers, to address
issues of education and health provision and
this effort is continuing. Communication and
laison with the Army Families Federation
provides invaluable feedback on progress.

Accommodation — Quality and
availability are a real concern to single
soldiers and families.

The Army says ministers recently con-

firmed their commitment to achieving full

upgrade to grade one family quarters by
2005. Action is in hand to improve single
accommodation, although this is not some-
thing that will be solved overnight.

“Many of the issues highlighted in the
study can be addressed in the near
future,” said Brig Young.

“What will take longer to put right,
however, are some of the more difficult
family concerns and accommodation,
which we recognise must be addressed.

“Some of the study’s messages are
uncomfortable, but that is what we
asked for. It is now up to the Army to put
them right.

“Retention is vital but we must
remember that last year more people
joined the Army than left it. This is the
first time that has happened for many
years, and the trend is set to continue
this year. But there is no room for com-
placency and we hope the priority we are
giving to retention will help us to main-
tain this progress.”

® See also Issues, Page 43

<

“

@ Sixty members of HQ United King-
dom Support Command (Germany) visit-
ed Second World War battlefields in and
around Warsaw, concentrating on sites not
previously studied in detail by a British
forces group.

The aim of Exercise Ulan Knight was to
draw conclusions which could be applied to

\modem warfare.

@ Army medical and dental officers are to
get a pay increase of 3.3 per cent, effective
from April 1, following the Government's
approval in full of Armed Forces Pay
Review Body recommendations.

® A sea of scarlet-coated Chelsea Pen-
sioners, pictured right, greeted The Duke of
Kent when he inspected the parade on

July 2000 SOLDIER
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First sight: A statue of five tank crewmen is unveiled by the Queen, Colonel-in-Chief
of the Royal Tank Regiment, in Whitehall Court, London. The Queen is pictured with
Maj Gen Andrew Ridgway, Colonel Commandant of the RTR, who escorted her. The
ceremony included a parade by detachments of 1 and 2 RTR, the regiment's Cambrai

Band and Pipes and Drums, and a First World War Mark V tank.

Picture: lan Nelson

Another batta

ion pulls

out of Northern Ireland

TROOPS from the 3rd Battalion, The
Parachute Regiment, which has been
deployed as the East Tyrone roulement
battalion in Northern Ireland, returned
to its barracks in Dover on June 14, The
move brought the number of troops
based in the Province to below 13,500,
the lowest level since 1970.

In future, the East Tyrone battalion
will be known as the rural reinforce-
ment battalion and troops fulfilling the
commitment will be based on the main-
land while remaining under the com-
mand of the GOC Northern Ireland.
They will be available for deployment to

the Province at short notice should the
security situation require it.

The return of 3 Para means five of the
six roulement bartalions available to the
GOC are now on the mainland. The
reduced presence reflects the improved
security situation in the Province.

® The Army observation post on top
of Templar House in North Belfast was
returned to the Northern Ireland Hous-
ing Executive last month after all mili-
tary equipment had been removed. The
observation post on top of Broadway
House, West Belfast, is also to be vacat-
ed by the Army.

Founder's Day at the Royal Hospital
Chelsea.

Oak leaves are worn on the day to com-
memorate the tree that hid King Charles Il
when he escaped the battle of Worcester in
1651.

According to popular myth Nell Gwynne,
his mistress, persuaded Charles to found
the hospital.

SOLDIER July 2000

Hello Hampshire: Soldiers of the 1st Battalion,
Welsh Guards registered their arrival at their new
home in Bruneval Barracks, Aldershot by taking
part in a beating retreat ceremony. Involved in it
were Gdsm Gareth Pitman, left, from the Prince
of Wales Company, and Dmr Neil Lawson of the
Corps of Drums and Assault Pioneers of Support
Company. The battalion moved into barracks pre-
viously occupied by the 2nd Battalion, The Para-
chute Regiment — now in Colchester — as part of
the new 12 Mechanised Brigade. Equipped with
Saxon wheeled armoured personnel carriers, the
Welsh Guards provide the brigade with mecha-
nised infantry assets.

Commanding officer Lt Col Andrew Ford said:
“We are delighted to be in Aldershot. We bring
more than 600 soldiers and their families to the
area and look forward to taking a full and active
part in garrison life and also within the local com-
munity.” Picture: Graeme Main
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Final
salute

Cliff Owen,
Charlie Anders
and Arthur
Turner, mem-
bers of the
Dunkirk Veter-
ans Associa-
tion, stand on a
French beach
to pay their
respects for
the last time to
comrades lost
there in 1940.
The veterans
gathered for the
final time as an official
body to commemorate the
60th anniversary of the
evacuation which rescued
338,000 Allied troops from
the advancing German
army. Most of the veterans,

Sappers pull
plug on
Gull bridge

BRITISH and Canadian sappers have
removed the 45-tonne Lendrum Bridge
over the Vrbas River near Mrkonic Grad in
Bosnia. The 11-bay Mabey-Johnson
bridge, opened in 1996 and named after a
Royal Engineer VC, is the latest to be dis-
mantled as the Bosnians reclaim responsi-
bility for their country’s roads.

Built by 8 Squadron, 21 Engineer Regi-
members. ment on Route Gull, Lendrum Bridge will

® Folkestone veterans be packed up and
have laid up their standard  shipped back to a civil-
in the chapel of the Duke of  ian supplier. Maj Mark
York's Royal Military Ruddy, who was OC 8
School at Dover. Sqn at the time of the

who were addressed by the
Prince of Wales in the town
centre, are now in their
eighties. They decided the
strain of their annual pil-
grimage to the Dunkirk
beaches had become too

great for many of their

Don't miss out on new
tax credit, Services told

SERVICE personnel who qualify for
Child Tax Credit (CTC) have until the
end of August to submit a claim to the
Inland Revenue.

CTC takes the form of tax relief up to
£4,420 and anyone with one or more chil-
dren under the age of 16 living with them
for at least part of the tax vear may be eli-
gible. Like the recently-abolished Married
Couples Allowance, the relief, which will
be reflected in 2001-02 individual tax
codes, will be restricted.

The Inland Revenue intends to send
application forms to everyone who has
claimed Married Couples Allowance or
otherwise indicated on their tax returns
that they may have a child or children.

Loggies
out in

strength

But because the personal addresses of

most Servicemen and women are not
logged with the Inland Revenue (their pay
is administered by the Armed Forces Per-
sonnel Administration Agency), there is a
concern some may miss out on the relief.

Those who do not already complete
annual tax returns should request a CTC
information leaflet and claim form from
HM Inspector of Taxes, PD2 MU1
(Forces), Government Buildings, Ty Glas,
Llanishen, Cardiff CF14 5GN (tel 029 20
325017). They will need to quote their
National Insurance number and give an
address (home, work or address of a friend
or relative) to which the Inland Revenue
can forward the information.

MORE than 3,000 part-time Royal Logistic Corps soldiers
joined British and US regulars last month in the largest
UK-base logistics training exercise for many years. Inde-
pendent and specialist volunteers of the RLC TA based at
Grantham took part in the three-week long Exercise
Strong Virginian. It involved the movement of stores and
munitions within England and Scotland and beach landings.

initial project, is now a
lieutenant colonel and
in command of 22

Enginecer Regiment,

whose 2 Troop, 4

Armoured Engineer

Squadron completed Going: A bridge
the “de-launch” of the section is read-
bridge. ied for removal

Picture: Master-Cpl

An off-spin of the
Nathalie Martin

military bridge-build-
ing programme to make good widespread
destruction of road infrastructures during
the civil war, was the benefit to the travel-
ling civilian population.

Calling au pairs . . .

JUNIOR officers, warrant officers and
senior NCOs looking for brief trips over-
seas have the chance under the recently
relaunched Exchange Au Pair (EAP) pro-
gramme, which makes possible short reci-
procal attachments, usually of two weeks,
to the armies of 24 countries.

Those involved are Argentina, Belgium,
Czech Republic, Estonia, Finland,
France, Germany, Hungary, Italy, Japan,
Jordan, Latvia, Lithuania, Malaysia, the
Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal,
Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden,
Switzerland and Turkey. Application
forms are in Chapter 12 of AGAIs Vol 1.

® Cpl Leslie John Douglas, R Irish, a 34-
| year-old father of two, was shot dead on a
training exercise in Canada, where he was
attached as an instructor,

@ Maj lan Anderson of The Royal Glouces-
tershire, Berkshire and Wiltshire Regiment
has become the second former officer of the
Gloucestershire Regiment to lead a success-
ful assault on the summit of Mount Everest.
- i—[is team of members of the Reserve Forces

scaled the mountain by the North Face route.
In 1976 a former commanding officer of the
Gloster, Lt Col Tony Streather, led the first
British Forces expedition to climb Everest by
the South Face.

@ Paderborn residents could be forgiven for
thinking they were seeing things when Ameri-
can military policemen appeared on their
streets. The MPs, from 13 (US) MP Company
based at Vicenza, northern ltaly, were taking

part in a week-long exchange with their coun-
terparts from 110 Provost Company, 1 RMP.

@ Pte George Nugent was due to be buried
with full military honours at Ovillers, France, on
July 1, exactly 84 years after he was killed on
the first day of the Battle of the Somme. He
served with the 22nd Tyneside Scottish Battal-
ion, Northumberland Fusiliers, and his
remains were identified forensically after they
were found at La Boiselle, near Albert, France.)

SOLDIER July 2000



‘Fancy a change
of yirvess’

Well you should try an Annington Home

Annington Homes have 2, 3 and 4 bedroom ex-MoD houses, together with

some larger units, in locations throughout England and Wales.

We offer former and serving members of the forces, preview information,
special MoD-approved military discounts and launch offers on most sites.

Should you wish to be included on our customer database, in order that you can

receive information and details of future home availability, please telephone

stephenie Coppingon 0207 960 7518

email, stepheniec@annington.co.uk or visit our website at www.annington.co.uk

‘ lvjwapf' in the
ndhand homes

@ July 2000 SOLDIER
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Soldiers of the 2nd and 4th Battalions, The Parachute Fleglment line Pegasus Bridge for the
opening by the Prince of Wales of a new museum dedicated to the battle for the strategically
important bridge on the eve of D-Day, June 6, 1944. Prince Charles (inset) speaks to Sgt Mered-
ith Woods while inspecting a guard of honour. He was accompanied by Gen Sir Mike Jackson.

RASS rocks to
Cocker sound

ROCK star Joe Cocker
played to 50,000 people
packed into the Bad
Lippspringe showground
for the annual Anglo-
German summer festival
staged by 20 Armoured
Brigade and Paderborn
Garrison.

RASS 2000 - it began
its life as the Rhine Army
Summer Show — attract-
ed 96,000 people over the three days of the
German spring bank holiday last month.
It is the British Army’s premier public
event in Germany.

Other major attractions at a pop fesrival
introduced to the festival included Tony
Hadley, Lutricia McNeal, Amber, Ann
Lee and rtribute band Bjorn Again. Ten
bands performed on two stages through-

On stage: Slnger Tony Hadley

out the weekend. After Joe
Cocker had topped the bill
on the Saturday night,
massed military bands
ended the night with a tra-
ditional finale performed
against a background of
fireworks.

Military entertainment
in the main arena was pro-
vided by parachute teams,
bands and drill squads.
Centre stage was given to a Zulu dance
troupe from the 121st South African
Infantry Battalion.

Maj Tim Lai, Chief of Staff of 20 Armd
Bde, said: “It was decided to major on
entertainment and it has certainly paid
off. RASS is an non-profit-making organ-
isation and I’'m sure we will have a consid-
erable sum to donate to charity.”

Parents visit
KRH Kosovo
tribute to son

THE parents of a 19-year-old soldier who
died as a result of a road traffic accident
in Kosovo a year ago have visited a
memorial built by his regiment, The
King's Royal Hussars.

Tpr Daniel Holt died in the Royal Hospi-
tal Haslar three days after the accident in
July last year. With the support of the
British Brigade Commander, Brig Richard
Sherriff, late KRH, Daniel's
parents, David and Anne
Marie Holt, were flown to
Skopje Airport and driven
to meet Brig Sherriff at his
headquarters in Pristina.

They were shown all the
locations in which their son
had served, driven in a
Challenger 2 tank of The
Royal Scots Dragoon
Guards to the Serbian
border and visited a school
which the A1 Echelon of the
KRH had adopted after its
move into Kosovo. While
visiting the field hospital Mr and Mrs Holt
again met Capt Sarah Boardman, who
was the senior nurse at Haslar when
Daniel was admitted.

A Scots DG piper played a lament on a
nearby hillside as the Holts took part in a
service at the memorial site. They also
met local people liberated by the KRH.

Prince’s ‘farewell’

FOR the last time at
Queen Elizabeth Bar-
racks, Church
Crookham, Gurkha
recruits swore alle-
giance to the 1st Battal-
ion the Royal Gurkha
Rifles on the famous
Queen’s Truncheon
when the Prince of
Wales, their Colonel-in-
Chief, paid a “farewell”
visit on June 16.

A Gurkha battalion
has been at Church
Crookham since 1971
but 1 RGR, last Gurkhas in the camp,
move to Brunei next month, when the UK
battalion will be based at Sir John Moore
Barracks, Shorncliffe.

-

IN BRIEF

® Col Maurice Sheen, right,
who serves with the specialist units
of the Royal Logistic Corps TA, has
been appointed Deputy Chief of
Staff of the 20,000-strong Immedi-
ate Reaction Task Force. The 47-
year-old English teacher from the
Isle of Wight is believed to be the
first Reserve Forces officer to hold
such a senior Nato post. He will
\be based at Heidelberg following

five months in Kosovo with the multi-
national weapons decommissioning
team.

® A new service aimed at helping
support agencies get messages
across to troops based around the
world has launched by BFBS Forces
Radio. The Forces Action initiative will
also be available on forces’ TV stations
and the BFBS website.

® Amanda Evans-Stone,
left, grand-daughter of Green
Howards' VC Sgt Maj Stanley
Hollis, has joined Saltburn
Green Howards Detachment
of the Cleveland ACF and
hopes to become a sergeant
instructor in the unit. She
said: “I'm very proud to be
wearing the same cap badge
as my grandfather.”
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Images: Royal special

Honour degree: As Chancellor of the University of
London , the Queen Mother inspects an Officers’
Training Corps guard of honour on her arrival at the
Royal Albert Hall on March 5, 1968. She later
presided at the degree conferment ceremony

)
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IT IS an occasion to cherish. After all, even
in these days of healthier living, how many
of us can count a centenarian in our midst?

Now it is as if we are all part of the same
family, preparing to celebrate just such an
achievement by our own mum, grandma,
great-grandma . . .

By the end of the first week in August,
millions of words will have been written and
broadcast, thousands of pictures published,
miles of film shown on our screens.

Among many salutes, we shall have wit-
nessed a magnificent pageant in London on
July 19 in which the Forces will have played
their inimitable part.

In her century Queen Elizabeth the
Queen Mother has made and maintained
especially strong bonds with the British
Army.

She has, for example, been Colonel-in-
Chief of The Black Watch (Royal Highland
Regiment) since the day after the 1937
Coronation. Her brothers served in the reg-
iment during the First World War, one being
killed and two others wounded.

This magazine has been alive for only 55
of those 100 years. Here, as our own modest
part of the celebrations, we present a small
selection of images showing the unique
grace and charm which has won Queen
Elizabeth the Queen Mother a special place
in soldiers’ hearts.

Happy Birthday, Ma’am.

My boys: During the presentation of new Colours to the 1st Battalion, The Black Watch (Royal Highland Regiment)
at Birkhall in 1996, the Queen Mother was heard to exclaim: “They’re all my boys . . . don’t they look splendid?”

Saluting the Qu
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When do you take your test?
Showing a motherly interest,
above, in the then Second
Subaltern Princess Elizabeth’s
car maintenance expertise at an
ATS training centre in 1945

Spring in her step: With the
Welsh Guards, left, at the St
David’s Day ceremony at
Chelsea Barracks in 1957

Double century: A smile for the
camera, right, as Gdsm Paul
Moffat salutes the Queen
Mother. The occasion was the
Irish Guards Centenary service
at the Guards Chapel last month
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Feature

Training for the

Preparing soldiers to deploy overseas
with the United Nations is a huge
task. We watched the UN Training
and Advisory Team doing its stuff

Report: Ray Routledge
Pictures: Steve Dock

TRAINING is one of the things the Army
does rather well and its preparations for
the many, varied situations in the Balkans
are considered to be a vital ingredient in
the successful and safe deployment of
British soldiers in the region.

Which is where the United Nations
Training and Advisory Team (UNTAT)
comes in.

Under the direction of HQ Land Com-
mand, UNTAT’s small tri-Service team
of ten Service and two civilian staff is
based at Warminster and Sennelager.
Formed in 1993, it runs 30 courses a year
in the UK and Germany, instructing
about 600 soldiers on each. Because of
the UK’s surge commitment to Nato
operations in Kosovo, the team prepared
more than 30,000 Regular, reservist and
TA soldiers last

é Crises in Kosovo,

UNTAT also
meets the spe-
cial require-
ments of units
being posted to
UN duties along
the Green Line buffer zone between
Cyprus’s Greek Cypriot and Turkish
communities.

Its training support group, found from
a different unit for each course, numbers
about 150. The team includes RAF per-
sonnel, Royal Marines and Army instuc-
tors.

“We went into overdrive last year,
responding to crises in Kosovo, East
Timor and the Congo,” said UNTAT’s
commanding officer, Lt Col Mark
Rayner, PWRR.

“Qur role is to devise and deliver train-
ing for any peace-support operation.
Troops come to us fully trained in mili-
tary skills and we focus them on to the
theatre and operation they are going to.”

As well as training units for peace sup-
port operations, UNTAT staff have been
preparing the UN’s military observers for
missions in Iraq, Georgia and Sierra
Leone, plus East Timor and the Congo.

EastTimorand ... .0
the Congo put us
into overdrive ?

So what’s involved in a
typical Balkans course?
First comes a detailed
briefing day followed by
two days of skills training.
One module is a generic
Balkans package covering
aspects such as rules of
engagement and the Serb
language. Another is more
theatre-specific for those
going to Kosovo.

Differences include
mine-awareness — given
some prominence in
Bosnia training, whereas
for Kosovo the emphasis is
switched to the hazards
posed by unexploded ord-
nance and booby-traps.

The final two days are
taken up by exercises cov-
ering five sce-
narios created
to show soldiers

what is not the
way to go about
their jobs once
in theatre.

One has a man walking
down the street with a gun
in his hand. As part of their
rules-of-engagement
training, soldiers have to
learn to snatch the
weapon. It is arguably the
most important lesson
they will learn.

“We teach the guys how
to get a weapon off some-
one who does not want to
give it up,” explained
UNTAT  trainer Capt

Steve Ballard RM.

It can get tense, even in the rural and
less-than-threatening environment of
Hampshire’s Longmoor training area.
For added realism, the gun-toting hostile
speaks only Albanian and there is no
interpreter on hand to make things easier.
Two soldiers take up an aggressive stance
while a third (the one who is going to grab

the weapon) dons his helmet. The two
cock their rifles at the precise moment the
third snatches the weapon.

It’s over in an instant and the soldiers
quickly “de-escalate” the situation. “If
they get it wrong they’re going to find
themselves killing someone who should
not be killed, or not reacting with the right
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level of escalation,” said Capt Ballard.
“Do that and they can lose credibility.”
Training complete, the soldiers transfer
to their new units in theatre — but are not
forgotten by UNTAT. “We go out about a
month after a major unit has gone into
theatre to to see how they are settling in,”
said Capt Ballard. “We see if anything has
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UNTAT
trainer:
Capt
Steve
Ballard
RM, right |

Street-fighting men:
Troops about to deploy to
the Balkans are put
through their paces in the
fighting village on
Longmoor training area
near Aldershot, left, while
emergency procedures for
movement in a minefield
are a particular priority for
those going to Bosnia,
below left.

As many soldiers as
possible are taught how to
guide in a landing
helicopter, below right

changed in-theatre and find out from the
lads how relevant they thought the train-
ing was and whether we can improve it.”
Changes in theatre are reflected in
changes in training. It is this proactive
attention to detail that helps UNTAT’s
dedicated team ensure Britain’s soldiers
remain uniquely respected in the Balkans.

Bosnians
impressed
by UN team
programme

KEEPING a close eye on UNTATs latest
intake being readied for peacekeeping
duties in Bosnia was a small group of mil-
itary men with more than a passing inter-
est in the proceedings. They were repre-
sentatives of the Bosnian armed forces.

Fifteen officers, five each from the
Bosnian and Croat elements of the Feder-
ation Army and five from the Republika
Srpska Army, and ranging from lieutenant
to brigadier, observed for themselves just
how thoroughly British soldiers are
trained.

Maj Steve Congrieve RM said any
chance to bring the three groups together
and to expose them
to Nato standards of
training and doctrine
had to be grasped.

The Bosnians were
impressed by what
they saw. Col Zuhrie
said it was a totally
new experience for
him. “The Bosnian
Army has accepted
Nato standards and

Learning curve:
we are well aware that  Officers from the

we can learn quite a Bosnian armed
lot from this experi- :?r::euz W?:t::h tr:eft
ence,” he. said. ‘fI a;%rig-Muc::, 9
hope we \_mll use this g Ckonjevic
opportunity wisely.”  and Col Zuhrie

His words were
echoed by Col Ckonjevic of the Republika
Srpska Army. “I am extremely pleased,
especially with the way you are training
your soldiers prior to their deployment in
our country,” he said.

“This is valuable not only for the British
Army, but for us to see the way you are
training your soldiers before deploying.

“I especially like the professionalism
that you include in every simple task. You
are very responsible and impartial, which
is the most important issue.”

The senior officer, Brig Musa, a Croat
serving in the Federation Army, agreed.

“I think this is the ideal way to train
troops prior to their deployment in any
military operations,” he said. “I think that
British troops deployed in Bosnia are
doing their job quite properly.”

The invitation to Longmoor was made
in the hope that the visitors would return
to Bosnia and generate similar training
schemes.
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“Right . .. Let’s try this again . . . Tell him we want to
see his driving licence ... DRIVING . . . LICENCE!"

“Ri hat’s
“Right Charles ... W

the cunning plan to n_'lake the
Swedes and Norwegians feel
& at home?”

T

“The Pristina Harriers are turning in
ever more impressive times | see!”

KOSoVo
Capers

“If | were you I'd whistle up some reserves . .. What you've got there is the R and R bus!”
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MILITARY AND
TAX-FREE SALES

Park Lane

77 Park Lane, Mayfair,

London W1Y 3TD.

Tel: (0207) 514 0400 Fax: (0207) 629 9005
E-mail: park.lane @ virgin.net

Northern England, Scotla
Wallace Martin - Tel

Military Sales Specialists:
nd & Northern Ireland
: 07971 490076

Central & Southern England & Wales

Paul Bawden - Tel: 07977 585677
[ Finance Info O wmG [] Range Rover
[] Tax Paid [] Rover 25 [] Discovery
[] UK Use [] Rover 45 [] Freelander
[] Export [] Rover 75 [] Defender
To: Park Lane Military Sales, Mayfair, 77 Park Lane, Freepost 16 Lon 14112 W1E 3AN
Title/Rank verssnisnnsnnsans INILIAIS ......... Surname ...
Address
Town/Country ... o .. Postcode
Tel NO. ... WoTK NO
Model Required ............. cevieeee.. Part Exchange ...

* TRORHIES

* PHOTOGRAPHIC
EQUIPMENT

* CASH'ERIZES

ENTRY DETAILS:

www.army.mod.uk

-

1@ TO ALL SERVING AND RETIRED REGULAR ARMY, TA, CADETS AND ARMY EMPLOYED CIVILIANS

DEADLINE FOR ENTRIES 1st SEPTEMBER 2000
b1

FREE INTERNET ACCESS
FOR THE ARMED FORCES

Regulars, HQs and Departments, Reserves/ TA,
Cadets/UOTC, Families, MoD Civilians, Friends
At Home - At Work

> Tailor made for the U‘mad Forces. No need to tell us
your name or your address - good for your security

> Fast service based in Telehouse in London - the heart of
UK/EU internet and fast links worldwide

> Compatible with MoD telephone exchanges

> Free access with Iou‘e call charge

> Free E-mail addresses eg: anylhinu@anwnnd.nk.nut

> Proportion of our profits ?o service charities such as
the Army Benevolent Fun

We can register domain names, write web sites, and host them on our servers.
Contact info@milnet.uk.net

Visit our web site to add entries to our on-line forecast of
events, classified ads, join in 'have your say' and more . . .

www.milnet.uk.net

For free CD, write to MilNetUK, PO Box 4111, Blandford, Dorset DT11 7YH
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On its way: A Milan missile; above, streaks down the range

during live-firing on Salisbury Plain. All smoke and sound: A

soldier, right, watches his Law 80 round home in on its target

hi
New-style Milan
concentration on
Salisbury Plain
gives anti-tank
platoons a chance
to sharpen up

their act . . . and
fire lots of missiles

SOLDIER July 2000

SEVERAL thousand pounds’ worth of highly
sophisticated hardware disappears in a lethal
flash every time a Milan missile is fired, so the
68 expended during HQ Land’s first “mini-
concentration” on Salisbury Plain represent-
ed a major investment in platoon anti-tank
capabilities.

Gratifyingly, the strike-rate achieved by
troops using these expensive, wire-guided
projectiles during Exercise Foxhound Strike
was an impressive 92 per cent.

Anti-tank platoons from the 1st and 2nd
Battalions of The Princess of Wales’s Royal
Regiment and the 1st Battalions of The
Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders and The
King’s Own Roval Border Regiment took

"

S .

part in the inaugural exercise. Run by the
School of Infantry’s Anti-Tank Division and
designed to replace the old six-week Otter-
burn gathering, Foxhound Strike is destined
to become a twice-a-year, 12-day, four-stage
intensive package which will allow platoons
to train “in role”.

For the first five days platoons planned
their own training across the Plain. Next
came two days of stands pitched at refining
section-level skills and drills. Half-day battle
exercises during this phase were enlivened by
the presence of RMCS Shrivenham’s T-72
Soviet main battle tank, a T-62 and a BMP 2.
Platoons achieved hit rates of between 35 and
50 per cent during a 48-hour exercise using
TES laser simulation kit . . . a big improve-
ment on the current TES rate of 15 per cent.

Then came the bit everyone had been look-
ing forward to — a day of live-firing, boosted
by an extra 12 missiles (on top of their annual
allocation) provided for each platoon by HQ
Infantry. A refined exercise is planned by the
Anti-Tank Division for November, with
others following in April and November 2001.

Pictures: Steve Dock [



Alamo® wants to make your holiday as fun and
carefree as possible — and that includes your car rental,

With over 100 locations in North America,

300 locations throughout Europe and rates
designed specially with the leisure customer in
mind - Driving Happy has never been easier.

And as a special offer for military personnel we're
\ giving 207% off our standard retail rates for all rentals
taking place in North Americal

D e HaleY

Just call 0870 400 4567
and quote Rate Code Q8.
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Offer valid on rentals picked up by 31 March 2001 only. Rates include CDW, EP, state foxes and surcharges and airport fees, and are prepayable in GBP. Optional items not included in
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higher for drivers under age 25. 24-hour odvance reservation required.
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Making waves: The Lucido Lightwave
demonstrates its waterproof qualities,

Torch and go

Thanks to two new products on the market
you don't have to keep yourself in the dark

SCENARIO ONE: You can’t find your
torch but think you may have dropped it
while crossing a shallow stream a mile back.
Is it worth retracing vour steps to look for it?

SCENARIO TWO: It’s the middle of the
night and you suddenly feel the urge to
compose a letter to your beloved/write a
novel/complete a report. But you have to be
careful not to give away your position or
wake up your mates in the
same tent. What do you do for
light?

The answer to the first ques-
tion is ves . . . especially if the
torch you accidently mislaid
was a Lucido Lightwave
2000. And the answer to the
second is: Slip on a Finger-
lite and scribble away to your
heart’s content while yvour col-
leagues snore undisturbed.

The Lightwave 2000 has
stirred some interest among
staff at the Infantry Trials and
Development Unit, Warmin-
ster, where they have thor-
oughly tested its claim for

Fingertip focus | the
with Finger-lite

hours on three AAs). Oh yes, and they had
tried breaking it — unsuccessfully — by
smacking it against a table. T'SS has let us
have one to give away (see details on the
right) which, we have to confess, has been
underwater briefly to provide the photo-
graph above. Otherwise it’s as good as new
and worth the £23 price-tag.

The Finger-lite, pictured left, clips on to
the finger by means of a velcro
strap, providing pinpoint illu-
mination without the need to
hold the thing in your teeth. An
extra clip means it can be fitted
to spectacle frame or helmet
strap.

It’s also adjustable, so will
slip over gloves or NBC gear.
Up to 50 hours of operation is
normal, via two A76 batteries,
and the torch comes in five
LED colours — white, amber,
green, red and blue (Optomise
Systems also do it in infra-red).
Designed and made in the UK,
Finger-lite has already
been issued to US forces for

exceptionally long battery life,
unbreakability and, er, waterproof-ability.
Maj Drew Beaumont RWF, who looks
after the digitization and personal equip-
ment side of things, told us that while the
torch would not necessarily be taken into
service, it had impressed his team. Made of
black plastic and small enough to fit into a
pocket, it had been left immersed in a basin
over a weekend (and was still shining bright-
ly on the Monday), and had worked contin-
uously with Army-issue batteries for six
days (the makers claim it will last up to 336
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search-and-rescue. The makers
say it is ideal for navigation, map-reading,
route-marking, weapon inspections, setting
fuzes, engineering tasks . . . or repairing that
thingy under the sink.

We’ve heard of one unit which attaches
them to bergens so the soldier behind can
pick out his colleague in front while march-
ing through jungle on a dark night.

Priced from £5.50 to £9 depending on
colour, they’re stocked by PRIs and selected
Naafis and we’ve got nine (seven amber,

two white) to give away — details on the right.

C-17 will
rise to the
challenge

FOUR giant Boeing C-17 Globe-
master aircraft on lease to the Roval
Air Force will transform the Army’s
ability to deploy its heaviest armour
- including Challenger main battle
tanks — rapidly and at long range.

Each of the huge transport planes,
to be based at RAF Brize Norton in
Oxfordshire, is capable of carrying
heavy equipment ranging from one
Challenger to three Warriors, or
three Apaches to 13 Land Rovers.

The C-17s are expected to arrive
in the UK in the middle of next
year.

Under the terms of the £500 mil-
lion lease agreement, RAF person-
nel operating the Globemasters will
wear US Air Force flight overalls
and maintain the aircraft to USAF
standards.

The C-17s will fill the gap until
Britain’s Joint Rapid Reaction Force
benefits from the RAF’s acquisition
of 25 heavy-lift, long-range Airbus
Military A400M aircraft to replace
the ageing Hercules fleet.

Until now, Royal Fleet Auxiliary
vessels have been used to deploy
Challenger overseas, necessitating
long and slow sea passages.

TO give yourself a chance to win the
Lucido Lightwave torch, answer the
following question: :
How many days are
there in 336 hours?

Send your answer on a postcard or
sealed envelope (marked Torch com-
petition) to reach us by July 31. Only
one entry allowed and usual rules
apply. First out of the hat wins.

To find out more about the Lucido
Lightwave, ring 01752 550575, e-mail
Andy TSS@msn.com or visit
www.TSS-online.com

FOR a chance to win one of nine
Finger-lite multi-purpose torches,
answer the following question:
What do the letters LED stand for?

Entries should reach us by July 31
and usual rules apply.

If you want more information about
the Finger-lite, contact Optomise Sys-
tems Ltd on 01227 453881 or contact

\your PRI.




Feature

Report: Ray Routledge

I'T is a principle of the United Nations
Charter that each country has the right
to defend itself. The ability to do so, how-

ever, depends on the availability of

weapons.

Britain’s arms export industry is a
leading player on that particular world
stage, second only to the USA. Small
teams of British soldiers play a crucial
role in this highly competitive and some-
what secretive multi-billion-dollar busi-
ness.

Overseeing sales from British manufac-
turers is the Defence Export Services
Organisation (DESO), which exists to
maximise legitimate
UK defence exports and

try.

Army personnel play a
significant part in the
organisation, lending ex-
pertise and advice to those who make the
equipment and those who might buy it.

Set up in 1966, DESO adopted its pre-
sent title in 1985 and comprises more
than 700 personnel.

“Qur role is not to sell defence equip-
ment abroad, but to assist manufactur-
ers,” said Maj Graham Barlow, RGBW,
and currently SO2 co-ordinator in the
NBC defence and support vehicles sec-
tion of the organisation.

Key components of the organisation
are the Regional Marketing Directorates
based around the world in four strategic
areas — the Middle East, including the
Gulf States; the Indian sub-continent and
surrounding area, and Latin America;
Australasia; and the rest of the world,
including Europe, North America and
Nato. DESO also maintains permanent

He is talking about
co-ordinate the indus- eyerythgng from
uniforms and ration
packs to tanks

project management and
technical support teams
in Saudi Arabia, Kuwait
and Malaysia.

The military arm of
DESO is headed by Rear
Admiral John Tolhurst
and split by Service into
teams fronted by full
colonel equivalents. The
Army element is broken
down into four export support teams -
the Roval Engineers at Chatham, the
Royal Armoured Corps at Bovington, the
Royal Artillery at Larkhill, and the
Infantry at Warminster.

“We provide demonstrations of the
equipment at home or
abroad and we attend
equipment exhibitions
around the world,” said
Maj Barlow.

The equipment he is
talking about includes
everything from uniforms and ration
packs to tanks.

But he and his uniformed colleagues
don’t merely market the stuff. A tri-Ser-
vice logistics team specialises in cradle-

Ftoyal interest: Cpl Andy Dear, Blues and
Royals, discusses digitization in the Scor-
pion CVRT with Prince Faisal of Jordan ata
defence exhibition in Abu Dhabi

Sales pitch: Soldiers and prospective buyers look arOL'md the 'a;est version of the W:arrior 2000 AFV at Lulw

to-grave support, including spares and
training.

Another branch of the organisation, the
Disposal Sales Agency, is responsible for
moving on saleable equipment and stores
declared surplus to the requirements of
the MoD. Its staff negotiated the deal
taking Challenger 1 tanks to Jordan.

DESO also sells expertise. Recently a
team of specialists spent a month in Saudi
Arabia overseeing the construction of
firing ranges which they had designed.

Big-spending customers include South
Africa, Norway, the United Arab Emi-
rates and USA. Whart about big sellers?

“Hawk aircraft and the Eurofighter —
even though it is several years away,”
replied Maj Barlow. “Some naval elec-
tronics systems are world leaders and the
AS90 generates a lot of interest.

“We have just completed the first
export order for AS90 to Poland and they
have been looking at bridging equipment,
logistics vehicles such as Supacat, and
armour including turrets with gun sys-
tems to put on a T72 chassis. That deal
means the Poles will build AS90 under
licence.”

While keeping faith with the UN Char-
ter, DESO also operates its own self-
imposed restrictions. The list of countries
with which it will not do business includes
Irag and former Yugoslavia. It won'’t sell
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defence NBC equipment to Pakistan,
India, Russia or China.

Mine sales are forbidden, but not mine
clearance equipment.

Since anything sold to another country
requires an export licence, the DESO
deals directly with the Department of
Trade and Industry and the Foreign
Office to process these documents for
industry.

Britain, with the help of its soldier-spe-
cialists, ensures its sales of defence equip-
ment are properly controlled. Some of its
competitors may not be so scrupulous.

4 .

. AS90: Going
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Crucial influence of
forces

Arms sales, while controversial,
remain one of Britain's greatest
sources of foreign exchange. We look
at the part the Army plays in the
Defence Export Services Organisation

Picture: Steve Dock
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Soldier-speak is crucial to
DESQO'’s military customers

A SMALL team of experts
who make up the Royal
Armoured Corps export
support team at Bovington
fly all over the world to
support British arms
manufacturers.

Yet their expertise
doesn’t always
begin at home.
One of the
vehicles currently
in the shop
window, the
Scarab, is not
actually in service
with the British
Army. It presents
no problems.

Officer
commanding Maj Paul
Milnes, Light Dragoons,
said his team was getting
to know the command-and-
control vehicle made by
Alvis as part of their sales
remit to other countries.

“When we go to
exhibitions abroad we need
to understand what else is
out there so we can give

Maj Paul Milnes

advice not only about what
is in service with the MoD,
but other equipment too,”
he said.

Training to ensure his
soldiers fully understand
the equipment is vital. It
has to be right and they
have to be on the
ball.

“We don’t
actually do the
selling,” said Maj
Milnes. “We
support the
manufacturers in
what they are
trying to achieve.”

Work on Warrior
2000 is an example
of the co-operation that
exists between the support
teams. “The 2000 is Alvis’s
evolution of Warrior and
it'’s a highly improved
version,” said Maj Milnes.

For foreign arms
exhibitions the armour
specialists need to ensure
they can deploy expertise
across the spectrum of

equipment, so they work
closely with infantry,
engineer and artillery
colleagues.

Ranks in the team range
from major to lance
corporal and they get to
some exotic locations. A
recent visit to Abu Dhabi
will be followed by Kuala
Lumpur, Paris, Greece and
South Africa.

Communication is not
usually a problem because,
for the more technical
work, DESO teams employ
interpreters. Most people,
they find, speak English
anyway.

The soldier-to-soldier
contact is not
underestimated when it
comes to promoting a
piece of kit. “When they
speak in soldier terms they
can make each other
understand,” said Maj
Milnes.

Soldier-to-soldier, it
seems, is an international
language.




Nobody makes buying leisurewear simpler

T Shirts  \\
Polo Shirts ‘\
Sweatshirts
Fleeces

Jackets

Rugby Jerseys

Sports Kit
Military & Colour

Catalogues available

FPROMOTIONS

Tel: 023 9282 2436 Fax: 023 9282 2177
email: sales@hargreaves-promotions.co.uk

Hargreaves Promotions
Rodney Road, Fratton Industrial Estate, Portsmouth, Hants PO4 8SY




Images

Mal'king ’
of Op Bani\

Erd s o

e

Thirty years of British [
Army service in . ’
Northern Ireland has
been marked on
canvas by a former
cavalry officer

AT a time when the chance of a
lasting peace seems to be a real
possibility for the people of
Northern Ireland, HQNI has
commissioned a series of
paintings by Robin Watt, a
former Royal Hussar, His
images capture the flavour
of routine patrols and
searches and the towns and
countryside in which
British soldiers have en-
deavoured to keep the peace
and where, all too sadly, so
many died or were maimed by
bomb and bullet.

In summarising his
thoughts about the com-
mission, Robin Watt
describes the British sol-
dier as “the salt of the
earth”.

“The principal qualities
that shine through in the
-character of the British sol-

Robin Watt

Scenes from Robin
> Watt's sketchbook
-l how, above, North

\%‘mard Street Mill,

~ Belfast, a high risk
~ ~ search team, left, on
3 the Fermanagh-
T Donegal border and,
below, a soldier from
1 RWF on patrol
near Drumcree

dier are not only his stoicism, his
resilience, his tenacity and his renow-

ned fighting skills, but also his patience,
his powers of judgement, his restraint, his

willingness to help others and his magna- iy’ e "
h i x T

nimity, particularly on the battlefield in
the immediate aftermath of war.”

Robin Watt retired from the Army in
1993 to devote himself to becoming a
professional artist. His observations and
drawings of the Gulf War were subse-
quently published by the National Army
Museum as A Soldier’s Sketrchbook. From
November 1990 to March the following
year he was attached to HQ 7 Armoured
Brigade, part of the 1st British Armour-
ed Division which helped to liberate
Kuwair.

He has also completed painting com-
- missions in the Balkans.
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Feature

A first tour in Cyprus
for nearly 50 years
has allowed soldiers
a chance to honour
four colleagues killed
during troubled times

Report: Maj Mike James

Pictures: Stuart Bingham
SOLDIERS of the 1st Battalion, The
Staffordshire Regiment stood with bowed
heads inside the Commonwealth Ceme-
tery which lies in the no man’s land

s

United force: Staffords train for Green Line duties. Troops from Argentina, Hungary, Austria

and the Netherlands serve with them in the rapid reaction unit based at the old Nicosia airport

in Cyprus’s UN-controlled 'buffer
zone.

They were there to pay tribute to
four members of the regiment who
died while on peacekeeping duties
in Cyprus nearly 45 years ago. The
Greek-Cypriot Enosis campaign
had become increasingly violent
during 1955 and civil disorder and
murder had become a frequent
occurrence.

The South Staffordshire Regi-
ment, in Egypt at the time for desert
training, was moved to Cyprus as
the crisis worsened. Soon after its
arrival, the situation deteriorated to
the point where it became unsafe
for anyone to move around except
in armed parties.

With civilian police failing to
cope with the disturbances, isolated
police posts were reinforced by three-man
detachments of soldiers. By the end of
1955 bombings had become so common-
place that the battalion was totally
involved in internal security duties.

In the closing months of 1956, platoon
and company-sized detachments played a
part in operations outside Nicosia involv-
ing cordon-and-search
tasks in rural villages.

They sometimes yield-
ed important caches of
arms and ammunition.

A brief downpour broke the silence as
the Last Post faded away. A cry of “sav-
ages” echoed from a Turkish observation
post 200 yards away, a sharp reminder of
why the British soldiers were there. It is
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the first time the

Staffords have been

stationed in Cyprus

since the Fifties, so

their service of rem-

embrance was par-
ticularly fitting.

Some 240 soldiers from the 1st Battal-

ion arrived in December to patrol the

UN-controlled Green

Line, the buffer zone

which has divided the

island since the Turkish

Army invaded in 1974,

The Staffords have been in control of

the 25-mile section which zig-zags

through Nicosia, the world's last divided

capital. The Green Line snakes its way

past houses and shops still bearing the

Staffordshire

during the 1950s

S

Victim of times of trou-
ble: Lt Col Chris Hughes,
CO 1 Staffords, lays a
wreath on the grave of a
soldier
killed on duty in Cyprus

scars of battle between Greek-
Cypriot soldiers and Turkish para-
troopers. About 160,000 Greek
Cypriots fled south, leaving ghost
towns along the border. Buildings

in the buffer zone have been
untouched for more than 25
years.

Soldiers patrol on bicycles be-
cause it gives them closer contact
with the opposing forces. It also
allows them to listen and keep fit at
the same time as they negotiate
tracks that have not been repaired
for many years.

It can be frustrating: one
moment the Greek-Cypriot and
Turkish soldiers are laughing with
the Staffords, the next — usually
when the peacekeepers have had to
point out a transgression in the
rules — they are quite unable to
speak a word of English.

Soldiers work a 15-day rosta,
with ten days on duty and five away.
For those off duty there are plenty
of adventurous training opportuni-
ties on the coast and in the hills, while
skiing, abseiling, rock-climbing and sail-
ing are within easy reach.

Despite tensions between north and the
south, Cypriots are currently more opti-
mistic than for many years about resolv-
ing differences and achieving a peaceful
solution to their island’s problems.

Now at the end of their six-month tour,
the Staffords are handing over their seg-
ment of the Green Line to the gunners of
16 Regiment, Royal Artillery.

29)




MOFFATS SCHOOL
for BOYS & GIRLS 4to 13 +

A happy family school in beautiful countryside
on the SHROPSHIRE/WORCESTERSHIRE border

proud of our long association with Service families
* Over 90% of our pupils are full boarders
* Small classes; high all-round achievement without stress
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Counties and other areas of the UK.

You should have served in the British Armed Services, police, fire
service or similar to join our membership organisation.
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For immediate processing contact:
Peter Quill 0171 490 3397
or Mike Peffer 0171 490 1125
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If you're in the Forces there’s a fast way to make
contact with a solicitor who'll speak your language.
The Forces Llegal Network is a national group of
established, independent solicitors who all provide:

FREE 30 minute initial diagnostic interviews

Staff with experience of service problems

Legal Aid and “No Win-No Fee” accident claims
24 hour emergency legal cover

A full range of quality assured legal services

Competitive fees

One call puts you in
touch with confidential
advice on any service
or family legal matter.

- FORCES LAW HELPLINE:
The Forces Legal Network 0845 6011 260
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MILITARY
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SERVICE
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® Customer satisfaction guarantee

220 Hatfield Road, St Albans, Herts AL1 4LW
and 183 London Road, Camberley, Surrey GU15 3JS
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From Westminster to Wapping

A monthly digest of what's being said in Parliament and the Press

New health checks

system introduced

THE MoD is setting up a system
to monitor the health of those
deployed to Sierra Leone which
would become routine for future
operations in other theatres.

Defence Under-Secretary Dr
Lewis Moonie said: “We owe it
to our people to ensure that all
personnel who deploy on opera-
tions do so with the right medical protection.”

Defence Secretary Geoff Hoon had earlier
told the Commons that time had been too
short to allow soldiers in the Spearhead Bat-
talion to receive the recommended three-
week course of mefloquine, the most effective
anti-malarial drug, before deployment to
Sierra Leone.

He said a small number of deployed per-
sonnel had not started taking the malaria anti-
dote before embarking and an investigation
into the reasons for this was under way.

Congratulating the 4,000 British forces
members on their deployment,.Mr Hoon said
Operation Palliser would cost an estimated
£8m.

He reiterated that longer-term assistance to
the Sierra Leone government would take the
form of a UK-led international military advisory
and training team. It is expected the team will
number 90 people, half from the UK.

Lessons learned: Action is already in hand
based on lessons leammed from the Nato
action in Kosovo, the Defence Secretary told
MPs.

His comment followed publication by the
Ministry of Defence of a report on the lessons
of the UK's participation in Operation Allied
Force, the Nato action in Kosovo.

Mr Hoon said that Nato was right to have
acted in Kosovo and “successfully achieved
its objectives, averting a major humanitarian
catastrophe and enabling 1.3m Kosovans to
retumn home”. He added: “The UK’s armed
forces and civilian support personnel per-
formed superbly.”

He said work to improve elements such as

secure communication and
precision attack capabilities
was already in hand.

One key lesson recognised
that a soldier trained and
equipped for war may play an
effective role in peacekeeping,
but may require additional
skills, whereas a soldier trained
for peacekeeping is not

housing the Defence NBC Centre at Winter-
bourne Gunner will cost about £7m.

Marriage lines: Married strength of the Army
is 48,614, of whom 2,868 have spouses in the
Armed Forces.

Royal Artillery radar: The Mobile Artillery
Monitoring Battlefield Radar (MAMBA), cur-
rently in the concept stage

prepared for high-intensity
operations.

Among many other
points, the report stresses

- N
Defence focus

of the procurement pro-
cess, is planned to be in
service by 2008-09, al-
though there is to be an

the requirement for and
value of reserve forces.

Kosovo internet: An inter-
net service for military
personnel in Kosovo was
expected to be in place by
the end of June. The MoD’s
Defence Communication
Services Agency is provid-
ing the communications
infrastructure, with Perma-
nent Joint Headquarters,
Northwood, acting as the
service provider.

TA in Balkans: About
4,000 TA soldiers have
been mobilised for duty
in the Balkans since Dec-
ember, 1995.

Joint NBC Regiment:
The Joint NBC Regiment
will continue to be based
at RAF Honington, near
Bury St Edmunds. Armed
Forces Minister John
Spellar said that it was
likely that a new office

year on them.
-

on ‘core sites’

FOCUSING activities on a
reduced number of core sites is
a key element of a new blueprint
for the future of the defence
estate.

Launching the new strategy on
June 7, Defence Secretary Geoff
Hoon stressed the need to keep
enough land for the Services to
operate effectively, while also
releasing land for other uses.

“Focusing our activities onto
a reduced number of core sites
should enable us to release more
land for re-use and development,
particularly in the south and east
of England,” he said.

“However, the MoD will contin-
ue to maintain a presence across
the UK. It is vital to reinforce civil
links between the services and
wider society.”

The MoD has 4,000 sites cov-
ering 240,000 hectares and
spends more than £1.5 billion a

4

initial operating capability
by 2002-03.

Army strength: Strength
of the trained Army as at
April 1 was 96,475, an
increase of 175 on the pre-
vious year and the first
time there has been a net
inflow since 1986.

War widows pilgrimage:
The War Widows Pilgrim-
age Scheme administered
by the Royal British
Legion, which has enabled
more than 4,000 widows to
visit graves in many parts
of the world, has been
extended to March 31,
2003.

Warrior armour: Although
there are inherent prob-
lems in the use of alumini-
um armour on vehicles
such as Warrior, Armed
Forces Minister John Spel-
lar said in a written answer
that there had been no

block, training complex and hangar works
would be required as well as accommodation,
at’an estimated cost of £9m. New buildings

reports of specific structural or metallurgical
defects affecting any such vehicles deployed
to Kosovo.

® THE SAS is facing a shortfall in volun-
teers for the first time in its history, putting
increased pressure on the already over-
stretched Army. — Daily Mail.

released. He is in a UN barracks surrounded
by Revolutionary United Front forces. — The
Times.

@ A year after Serb troops

® The Army's infantry battal-
ions are suffering from a
severe shortage of men follow-
ing the stalling of attempts to
improve recruiting and reten-
tion. — Daily Telegraph.

What the

INR
PRESS

papers say

withdrew from Kosovo, the
Union Jack is flying triumphantly
over this war-torn corner of the
Balkans. Where British politi-
cians were swift in condemning
Serb atrocities, British compa-
nies have been equally quick in

® The family of Maj Andrew Harrison,
Para, an unarmed UN military observer
trapped by rebels in Sierra Leone, has
urged the Ministry of Defence to get him

sniffing out opportunities amid

the rubble. — The Times.

@ Atennis player is suing the Army after a
paratrooper interrupted her game. She was

sent flying when the soldier was blown o?
course at a Surrey County Show display
near Guildford. — The Times.

® A private with 1 D and D who stepped
out of his sentry box at Windsor Castle in
pouring rain to salute the Queen was
amazed when she stopped and caringly told
him: “Don't be silly — get back in the dry.” -
The Sun.

@ Thousands of people whose relatives
fought in the two world wars will be able to
join the march-past at the Cenotaph on
Remembrance Sunday, the Government
announced. — The Times.
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-Force for good

Plain
walker

Pause for
breath: Lt Col
Mike Jelf, com-
mandant of Sal-
isbury Plain
Training Area,
takes a break
during his chari-
ty walk to .
demonstrate that
access to the
SPTA, despite
military restric-
tions, allows the §
public to enjoy
miles of byways
and footpaths.

Picture: Terry Champion

BC tea

TWELVE soldiers and airmen from RAF
Honington-based Joint NBC Regiment
were joining forces to run round Britain as
this issue went to press.

Their 2,700km marathon began on June
18 when Maj David Couzens and LCpl Derek
Turner — both fathers of premature babies —
set off from London on a continuous, round-
the-clock, 12-man relay, each member of the
team running two hours a day.

Ambitious aim of the ultra long-distance
project was to raise £27,000 for Bliss, the
national charity for the newborn. The runners
were calling at the Army’s main garrisons on
their way as well as raising money for the
Army and RAF Benevolent Funds.

A O A

Running was also the fund-raising method
chosen by 19 potential officers from the
Army School of Education at Worthy
Down. They galloped across the 104-mile
South Downs Way to raise nearly £1,000 for
Snaps, a local charity for special needs
activities and play schemes.

A ® A

A team of 24 from the Defence Medical
Services Training Centre at Keogh Bar-
racks, Aldershot raised £1,664 for Leukaemia
Research by completing the Fleet half-
marathon. Capt Alison McCourt QARANC,
an instructor, rounded up colleagues to take
part in memory of SSgt Paul Collins, who
died of leukaemia earlier this year.

A ©® A

Soldiers from 238 (Sefton) Squadron
RLC (V) raised £3,000 for the Army Benevo-
lent Fund, the RNLI and Alder Hey Children’s
Hospital during a 214-mile run from their bar-
racks in Bootle to Hull and back.

A ©® A

The Force Workshop Company, Cyprus
Engineering Unit at RAF Akrotiri organised
a coast-to-coast endurance challenge to

raise funds for BLESMA, the limbless ex-
X

i SES

sights on Britain

Servicemen's charity, Dreamflight, which
provides holidays to Disneyland for terminal-
ly-ill children, and the Theotokos Founda-
tion, a Limassol-based charity for children
with special needs. Five teams from British
Forces Cyprus joined the 75-mile challenge
— won by Forces Workshop West — while
other teams took part in the slightly less
demanding Workshop Walkdown and
women's race to Episkopi. Organisers hope
to meet their target of £C6,000.
A ® A
Catering Platoon, Support Bn, HQ ARRC
raised DM 3,271 for the Queen Charlotte’s
Appeal, London and the Rheindahlen créche
by finishing the RAF Bruggen ten-mile run.
A ® A
Soldiers at Prince William of Gloucester
Barracks challenged Lincolnshire Fire Ser-
vices to a 26-mile marathon run and 13-mile
row — in the gym. Using rowing and running
machines, the soldiers finished first and
made £1,000 for the Army Benevolent Fund.
A @ A
Gymnasium staff at SEME Bordon col-
lected £839 for cancer research by taking

part in a 24-hour running event. %

A ©® A
Teams from Northern Ireland-based
units took part in a three-day sporting extrav-
aganza including five-a-side football, canoe-
ing, swimming, running and paint-balling to
raise more than £2,500 for the Starlight Chil-
dren’s Foundation. Meanwhile, cadets from
Leicestershire, Northamptonshire and
Rutland ACF collected £4,500 for the foun-
dation for sick children by taking part in a
sponsored cycle ride from Land's End to
John o'Groat's.
A ® A
Twenty pupils from Chilton Cantelo
School Corps of Drums plan to take part in
100 parades during six days in July to raise
money for Cancercare Dorset.

Feature

Gurkha soldiers have
only one shot at
promotion. For them,
the JNCO cadre is
make-or-break time

Report: Ray Routledge

Pictures: Graeme Main

and Mike Weston
IMAGINE if, just to get into the Army,
you had to be selected as one of the top
200 from thousands of applicants.

Then, after four years’ service, you
found yourself among 62 determined, fit
and highly-motivated colleagues bidding
for promotion to one of just 30 vacancies
at lance corporal. )

You get one chance only. Pass, and pro-
motion is yours. Fail, and you face 11
more years as a private.

Sounds harsh, but it’s a reality for the
British Army’s Gurkha soldiers.

Promotion candidates with the 1st Bat-
talion, The Royal Gurkha Rifles have just
been through the selection mill at Senny-
bridge in Wales. Each riflemen on the
Junior Leaders’ Cadre (JLC) had com
pleted four years of service. The cadre has
two aims: to train young Gurkhas to be
section 2iCs and to select the best for pro-
motion to lance corporal.

Why do they get only one shot at earn-

Steps to promotion: Fighting in built-up areas at gennybridge
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Capt Duncan Hoy:
“They're all pretty
talented guys”

ing those coveted
stripes? It’s simple:
no one leaves
Gurkha barttalions
before completing 15 vears’ service, so
because there is no turnover in manpow-
er, there are no vacancies other than those
created by Gurkhas leaving at the end of
their time.

Promotion opportunities are so limited
it is not practical to give soldiers chance
after chance. The only exception to the
one-shot rule is if a candi-
date is prevented by injury
from completing the cadre.
He can have another go.

There are strong incen-
tives for passing. Success
means an added length of
service for the soldier . . . a sergeant in the
Gurkhas can, for example, complete 18
years instead of the 15 avail-
able to a rifleman. Because of
an agreement with India and
Nepal that allows them to serve
in the British Army, Gurkha
soldiers may not increase their
length of service by transferring
to another regiment.

The five-week cadre, spent
mostly in the field, is exception-
ally demanding. It includes just
one evening off. The main part
of the assessment — mostly
undertaken in exercise condi-
tions — puts the soldiers’ tactical
abilities under scrutiny. Candi-
dates are tested in all types of
operations, including defence,
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They only get one
chance because there
are no vacancies other
than those created by
Gurkhas leaving at the
end of their service

s )

attack and patrols situations, and each
soldier is given ten chances to command.

The fitness element includes six-, eight-
and ten-mile runs, and while Soldier was
visiting the cadre the Gurkhas were given

a surprise fitness assessment consisting of

a timed 3'/2-mile run in full kit — and this
immediately after a week-long exercise.
Later there was a team run
across the Brecon Bea-
cons, again in full kit.
Ability to instruct is put
under the microscope and
soldiers are asked to pre-
sent lessons in skill-at-
arms, drill and battlefield crafts such as
obstacle-crossing. They also

A B\

Hands on: LCpl Kiran Pun, right, instructs Rfn Deman Rana during the junior NCO cadre live-firing at Sennybridge

\

just over 200 places,” said Capt Duncan
Hoy, 1 RGR, a platoon commander.

Given the wusual applicant-to-places
ratio of 30 to one, that means about 6,000
would-be soldiers turning up for selec-
tion. “With that sort of competition to
join in the first place, we have quality sol-
diers right from the start.

“What was noticeable on this Junior
Leaders’ Cadre was the experience these
soldiers have between them,” said Capt
Hoy. “Most have served in Kosovo and
Bosnia and everyone has been to Kenya,
Oman and Belize, so the breadth of expe-
rience from those four years was obvious.
They are all pretty talented guys.”

face a tacrical test based on
what they have been taught
during the cadre. The sol-
diers are assessed throughout
the cadre by their platoon
commanders and instruc-
tors.

The final day, when they
find out whether they have
made the grade, is the most
nerve-racking part of the
cadre.

“Joining the Gurkhas is a
popular thing for a young
man in Nepal to do and last
year the two Gurkha battal-

ions, along with signals, engi- Class mates: Rfn Bahadur Budha, right, has his instruc-

neers and transport, offered tional skills assessed by Cpl Taramani Gurung, seated

@



My Army: JINy FiLL

Interview: Ray Routledge
Pictures: Mike Weston

IT comes as a mild surprise on meeting
Jimmy Hill to discover he does not have
“Football Fan” tattooed across his fore-
head.

This, after all, is a man who has spent
50 years living, breathing, totally involved
in the sport he loves. His passion for the
game is all-consuming.

An occasionally controversial, always
opinionated figure, he took his first falter-

ing steps on the football ladder during
post-war National Service in the
British Army.

Jimmy’s background
couldn’t be further from
the old cliché image of a

working class footballer.
He was a grammar-

Still passionate
about the
R game he
S has

\ and

all his
life

 played

served

school boy for starters and his first job
was on the Stock Exchange.

“I did my first six weeks’ National Ser-

vice training with the Suffolk Regiment at
Bury St Edmunds,” he recalled in his
beautiful home north of Brighton. He
gained officer recommendation status so
moved to 3 Training Barttalion RASC at
Cirencester.

Jimmy went on a clerical course and
got himself picked for the unit football
team. “I nearly got myself into the unit
dance band,
too,” he rev-
ealed. Crowds
gathered every
Thursday to
watch the band’s
star turn, the
19-year-old Johnny Dankworth, an excit-
ing new talent.

“He was fantastic,” recalled Jimmy,
who didn’t make the band because his
Boys’ Brigade trumpet-plaving was not
what jazzman Dankworth had in mind.

But the world of music’s loss was to be
football’s gain. Jimmy palled-up with
Derek Ufton, later of Charlton and Eng-
land, and the two became lifelong friends.

Then came a decision that was to
change his life. “My company comman-
der said I could stay and carry on playing
for the unit team by becoming an instruc-
tor on the course I had just taken, but I
would have to give up my officer aspira-
tions.

“It took me about eight seconds to say
‘Done’. My Army career finished almost
before it started, but I played footbail
every week.”

The RASC gathered their best
players, including Hill and Ufton,
in one unit and transferred them
to Farnborough, where they
paraded in front of a Major
Mallon. .

Jimmy recalled their first
conversation. Mallon:
“Cpl Hill, do you know
why you are here?”

Hill: “Yes sir. I'm to take
charge of the documents
office.”

Mallon: “True, but you’re
really here to play football

In the world of football, he's done it all . . . player, leader,
manager, executive, pundit. Jimmy Hill has left his mark on
our national game and he started by playing in the Army

 You're here to play
football so we can
Wim ihe Arﬁ:'ﬁv Cup ’ for a trial in

so we can win the Army Cup.”

Despite the high aspirations of
the corps, the team failed to win
the trophy that year. Neverthe-
less, when not playing in Army
sides, Jimmy turned out for Kent
League team Folkestone, where
his expenses often amounted to
more than his Army pay.

Just before he left the Army,
Jimmy was injured in a match
and had a cartilage removed at
the Cambridge
Military Hospi-
tal in Aldershot.
Seven weeks
later he ran out

front of the leg-
endary Ted Drake, then manag-
er of Reading in the old Third
Division.

Drake didn’t sign him, but
Brentford of the Second did, and
after scoring a hart-trick in a 6-0
reserve team win over Watford in
only his second game, Jimmy
found himself playing in the
Football League. Not bad for a
lad whose only previous experi-
ence was in Army soccer and the
Kent League.

He moved to Fulham, where
he was to spend nine happy
years. While at Craven Cottage
he became an extremely influen-
tial chairman of the Professional
Footballers’ Association and
playved a crucial part in what he
regards as his finest achievement
in the game — the abolition of the
maximum wage. Until then, no
matter how good a player was, or
for which team he played, his
salary was limited to a ceiling of
about £20 a week.

“There was great injustice in
the maximum wage,” said Jimimy. “Play-
ers had virtually no say in their own
careers and the clubs ruled them with a
rod of iron. They weren’t far from being
serfs and they just accepted their lot in
life.

“By the time my playing career was fin-
ished they were free, although most of the
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Pundit: Jimmy Hill still attends as many games as he can and watches every match on television

credit should go to the association secre-

tary, Cliff Lloyd.”

Jimmy went on to become a successful
coach, manager, football director and
club managing director. In a parallel field
he enjoyed a hugely successful broadcast-
ing career, both with I'TV and, perhaps
more famously, with the BBC. He hosted
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the then massively popular March of the
Day for nearly 15 years during which
his famously long chin and goatee beard
were to become a nationally-recognised
symbol of pungent, heartfelt and forth-
right views on the game.

The six years he spent as manager of
Coventry City were synonymous with

innovation and success as he took a
previously underperforming outfit
from the old Third Division to the
top flight. Under Hill, the club
quickly built a reputation for think-
ing ahead of the pack.

“We did things that were different;
we had our own training ground,
ran ‘Sky Blue’ trains to take sup-
porters to away games, and in 1981
built the first all-seater ground in
England.”

Jimmy still feels that in the 1960s
the Football Association made a
massive blunder from which it has
not recovered, by not appointing
England coach Walter Winterbot-
tom as its secretary.

“Today you could compare Walter
to Arsene Wenger. The worst thing
that happened to English football
was that Walter wasn’t given the
job.” Winterbottom, he says, would
have set in train ways of nurturing
young talent.

“I think we are still suffering and
the Dutch, Germans and Italians
have all overtaken us in terms of the
sophisticated training they give to
young players.”

Who does he think have been the
outstanding players on the world
stage in his time?

There are no surprises: Pele,
Maradona and Cruyff. “George
Best was an extraordinary talent but
you can’t put him ahead of Cruyff
or Pele. Pele was a lovely, open, nice,
gentleman and an extremely talent-
ed player. Cruyff was a master of
technique. You could put him in any
position on the field and he would
play well.”

Jimmy still works in broadcasting,
on Sky Sports, and takes in as many
games as he can, mostly at Coven-
try, occasionally at Charlton with
his old friend Derek Ufton, and at
Ryman League Corinthian Casuals,
where he is club president.

And he watches every match he
can on TV . . . which during the
season is most nights of the week.
How does his non-football fan wife
Bryony put up with it?

“She goes mad,” he said with a grin.
“Actually she takes it very well and has her
own interests to keep her entertained.”

It was our cue to leave. “Sorry,” he said,
“but there’s a big game on tonight and I
don’t want to miss it.”

We didn’t think he would.




Focus on Brunei

Tuition time: English lecturer Jeremy Nowers works with 2 RGR

Pictures: Graeme Main

AFTER nearly three years in Brunei, the resident infantry
company, the 2nd Battalion, The Royal Gurkha Rifles, is
leaving for Shorncliffe, to be replaced by its 1st Battalion.

This marks the end of a successful tour which saw
elements of the battalion and the garrison deployed
in East Timor on Operation Langer.

Brunei Garrison is home to about 100 British and
350 Gurkha families, making a total of about 2,500
people. There are three major sub-units within the
garrison: support units, the jungle warfare wing and
the Army Air Corps’ 7 Flight. The flyers and ground
staff provide 24-hour casevac cover, support the res-
ident battalion and visiting exercises.

It’s a busy place and far from a “sunshine post-
ing”. But when the guys do get the chance, there are
some fantastic opportunities to get out and see more
of the exotic landscapes.

Despite the country enjoying one of the highest
per capita incomes in the world, most of the country
remains untouched and unexploited. Wherever you
go, the jungle, one of the last great primary canopies,
is never far away.

The population is mostly made up of Malays and
Chinese and this rich blend makes it a colourful
feast for the eyes and the tastebuds.

. . b
Fangs for the memory: SSgt Dave Derbyshire, RAMC, above,
examines a king cobra exhibit at the garrison’s medical centre

Clean machine: Bdr Sher Limbu, 2 RGR, right, takes extra care
of his weapon in the typically hot and humid conditions
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Khadka and station
manager Dave Boyle in
the Brunei BFBS studio

Peace be with you: Shiva
Chandra Niraula, right,
administers to Gurkhas’
spiritual needs at the
garrison temple. He is
carrying on a family
tradition begun in 1890
and is the fifth
consecutive generation to
become a Hindu priest
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Making waves: WO2 Trevor
Hirst, left, WO1 Binod Dhoj

Three for tea: Igoh Anak
Mai, above left, stops for a
break at the REME
workshop with WO2 Trevor
Hirst, AQMS and SSgt Andy
Everett

Sunset: The scene ocutside
the officers’ mess at
twilight, left. Whenever you
go to Brunei, the weather is
always hot and wet

In the bag: Rfn Heniamkumar Raid, 2 RGR,
below, gets in some practice on the pipes




Korea: 50 years on

NE IR W

For two years in the early 1950s the eyes of the world focused on a
place called Panmunjom. Now this outpost in no man’s land is to
take centre stage in peace talks between North and South Korea

Report: Ray Routledge
Pictures: Graeme Main

FIFTY years ago a ceasefire was agreed
which ended the Korean War. The place
where it happened — Panmunjom - is an
hour’s drive north of the South Korean
capital of Seoul.

Today it is still a place of negotiation
between the Koreas of north and south, a
place on which the hopes
of two nations will again
focus in the hope that a
first step to re-unifica-
tion may be taken.

A Soldier team joined
members of the British
Korean Veterans Associ-
ation on a visit to Pan-
munjom. Half a century
ago these brave men
prayed every night that a
ceasefire would be
declared. It was eventu-
ally — two long and
bloody years later.

Panmunjom stands in
a joint security area in
the middle of the Demil-
itarised Zone (DMZ), a
heavily-guarded, 4,000-
metre wide strip bisected

by a military demarca-

Ready: A ROK : : :

soldier adopts tion line. A more t“_otl'ml-
the standard dable, albeit invisible,
intimidatory divide is 50 years of
pose when mutual hatred and mis-

facing North
Korean guards

trust.
Panmunjom’ south

@
.

here for more than 40
years,” he said.

Visual contact, which
is made daily with the
North Korean People’s
Army (NKPA), has
flared into violence in
the past.

In August 1976 the
UN commander dis-
patched a five-man civil-
ian and ten-man security
detail to trim a poplar
tree restricting the view
between two“ observa-
tions posts. They were
met by an NKPA force
of 28 soldiers who
attacked them as they
began work on the tree.
The UN company com-
mander, Capt Arthur
Bonifas, and Lt Martin
Barrett were axed to
death in a four-minute
fight.

The incident is recall-
ed today in the title of
the battalion base, Camp
Bonifas, just 400m from
the DMZ. The US soldiers in the battal-
ion are hand-picked for their 12-month
tours while ROK soldiers complete two-
vear tours. They are impressive soldiers.
Taller than the average, they are all black
belts, possess above-

Soldier talk: Former RMP corporal
Ron Jarvis with Specialist McNeilly,
UN Command and Security Battalion

Noel Tilling, in the wheelchair, below,
and his wife Sheila, are escorted
around Panmunjom by a GI

McNeilly. “If they feel their lives are in
danger or under threat, they can respond
with deadly force. Those soldiers are
making international decisions, and they
have to be the right ones.”

average intelligence and
have been security clear-
ed back through four

Looking north:

For what is already a very unusual
place, Panmunjom can boast a number of
rather bizarre features. Take, for example,
Ki Jong-Dong, popularly known as Pro-
pagandaVillage. Located in the DMZ just

to the north, its only inhabitants are some
extremely large loudspeakers that broad-
cast propaganda for up to 12 hours a day.

On the southern side of the DMZ 1s the
village of Tae Song-Dong, the residents of
which enjoy modern homes but are
guarded around the clock.

They also have to put up with a curfew
which obliges them to be back in the vil-
lage by nightfall and indoors — with their
doors and windows secured — by 2300
hours.

Panmunjom’s “Bridge of No Return”
earned its name at the end of the Korean
War when prisoner exchanges were held
on this section of front line. PoWs were
lined up on either side of the bridge and
given the opportunity to walk to the coun-
try of their choice. Once across it, they
could never return.

Perhaps the most important site is the
Military Armistice Commission (MAC)
building, where peace talks take place at
the most senior level. ;

The widespread hope is that, after 50
vears of lingering aggression, the peoples
of the Korean peninsula may find recon-
ciliation . . . to the benefit of everyone in
this beautiful part of Asia.

Children who won't forget

spslerim

EFchoes of war

Ken Prosser, 1 KSLI
“We went to Inchon in about April or May
1951, arriving from Hong Kong. The battalion
landed on the beach and | remember the
colonel took his bull mas- =

tiff with him. There was
nothing at Inchon and
Seoul was virtually flat.
We relieved the Middle-
sex, took all their equip-
ment, and headed for the
sharp end.

“We saw planes rocket-
ing a hill but didn’t know
we would be going there.
We took the high ground
and the North Koreans
never pushed us off.”

Derek Wolton, 20 Fd Regt RA

“It was a stagnant war when | came out in
1953. There were hordes of the enemy:
they'd take the ground from us and we'd take
it back. | lived with my gun crew and only
knew one chap who was killed. He was from
another battery and died when his gun blew
up prematurely. | saw his grave at the UN
cemetery at Pusan.”

Harry Minnards, R Norfolks
“I arrived in August 1951. We were on Hill
555 in early November during the big push. |

Ken Prosser, right,
KSLI, shows Derek
Wolton, RA, where
he landed at Inchon

remember we took a lot of
shells but what others
took on their positions was
unbelievable . . . and they
came through it.”

Terry Jackson-Brown,
R Norfolks

“We used the Lee
Enfield rifle. It was power-
ful, easy to use and |
never found a drawback
with it. The Bren gun was
the thing, though. It could
fire single shots or be

Norfolks, at the
memorial Inchon

\ o
Keith Nutter, left, and
Harry Minnards, R

generations. The officers Veteran Derek used as machine-gun. And it had a flash elim-

side is policed by the UN
Command and Security Battalion, made
up of US and Republic of Korea (ROK)
forces. Its mission is to provide a secure
environment in which “armistice, diplo-
matic, humanitarian and peace opera-
tions” can take place.

Specialist McNeilly, an American liai-
son soldier, said the battalion, established
in the spring of 1952, has 550 soldiers, 60
per cent of whom are provided by the
ROK forces. “We are really no different to
any battalion stationed in Kosovo or
Macedonia, other than that we have been

are all graduates of the
Korean Military Acade-
my and have previous
command experience.
They have to prove
their mental and physical
toughness and excel in
decision-making. “These
18- to 20-year-old sol-
diers have a locked and
loaded weapon and face
an enemy every day,”
explained Specialist

Smith focuses
on North Korea
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FIFTY years after they first
arrived in this corner of Asia,
British Korean veterans,
joined by their families, visit-
ed a village 45 minutes south
of the capital Seoul. Away
from that city of 11 million
people and just off the busy

- main highway is Suwon, a

place of tranquillity. Well
nearly.

The village contains recon-
structed 19th century rural
buildings from all over Korea,
which surprised Nathan Ritz,
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a veteran returning for the
first time. “Seoul is a fantas-
tic, busy and modern city,” he
said. “But the Korea | fought
in was just like this village,
very rural and very old. The
whole country was like this.”
But the peace and quiet
was about to be shattered —
in the nicest possible way.
Before the old soldiers
knew what was happening,
thousands of primary school
children visiting the village as
part of their history classes,

caught sight of the veterans.
Immaculate in their uniforms,
the youngsters recognised
the veterans for who they
were and cheered and waved
to them. The spontaneous
show of affection was done
with a respect for elders
which is second nature to
Korean children.

® While in Korea, the vet-
erans did what they could do
to help others, raising £70 for
the Army Benevolent Fund at
an auction.

inator so you could use it in the dark.”

Noel Tilling, A and SH

“We took Hill 282 and two American Mus-
tangs came across, waggled their wings and
bombed us. The Americans had everything
and liked to trade. For two tins of corned beef
you could get an American rifle. One day,
returning from the front, the Yanks offered us
showers and we gratefully accepted. Our uni-
forms were in a terrible state and the Ameri-
cans gave us new ones. But our sergeant
major took one look and said: ‘You look like a
bunch of blankety-blank Christmas trees’ and
he made us change back into our dirty kit.”
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AFF conference

Question time: John Humphrys’s incisive technique focused the debate and produced one of the most illuminating conferences in years.

From left to right, Humphrys addresses the panel of John Spellar MP, Liz Sheldon, Brig Andrew Ritchie and Air Marshal Malcolm Pledger

Changing attitudes

Army wives speak
out over homes,
jobs and schools

Report: Anthony Stone
Picture: Steve Dock

JOHN Humphrys, the nation’s favourite
radio Rottweiler, went straight to the
meat of the matter.

Chairing a question-and-answer ses-
sion featuring a panel including Armed
Forces Minister John Spellar, Deputy
Chief of the Defence Staff (Personnel)
Air Marshal Malcolm Pledger and Brig
Andrew Ritchie, the Director Personal
Services (Army), Humphrys received the
loudest applause of the day when he said:
“The core problem remains that you are
asking more of Britain’s Services, and
therefore their families, and there is less
with which to reward them and to see that
they are kept in the way in which they
ought to be kept.”

SOLDIER July 2000

It was one of the most incisive and
informative Army Families Federation
conferences in years, and the importance
which the Army places on the family
could be gauged by the attendance of
many influential figures, including Lt
Gen Tim Granville-Chapman, the new
Adjutant General.

.Picking up the conference theme of
“changing attitudes”, hundreds of dele-
gates at the Queen Elizabeth II Confer-
ence Centre in Westminster seized the
opportunity to highlight their concerns.

Chief among these was housing, espe-
cially UK married quarters still not up to
grade one condition. The timetable for
completing improvements had already
slipped from 2003 to 2005.

“Families are still living with leaking
roofs and antiquated kitchens,” Kirsty
Dudin, the AFF housing representative,
told the panel. “What is the guarantee the
deadline will not slip again?”

Housing touched a nerve with many of
the delegates, who would have appreciat-
ed seeing more Defence Housing Execu-

tive area managers putting in appearances.

Anxieties over children’s education was
another hot topic. Frequent moves left
parents with the dilemma of how to get
their children into local schools.

Sally Osment, AFF education specialist,
said: “The new code of practice produced
by the Department for Education and
Employment, which offers guidance to
local education authorities to be ‘sensi-
tive’ to the needs of Service children, is
not working as well as it should.

“The maximum class size means that
some families have been told to keep their
children at home as there are not places
for them.”

Finding a suitable job for wives, espe-
cially when their husbands were posted
overseas, remained a source of irritation.

Delegates heard the story of an officer
who, noting the efficiency with which an
Army wife typed a letter and believing her
to be a trained secretary, offered her a job
as his typist. “That’s very nice,” she
replied. “Actually, I am a solicitor.” No

® Turn to next page
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Contribution
to retention
seen as vital

® From Page 41

one was expecting quick-fix solutions to
very complex issues, but this was more
than just a cathartic experience for the
delegates and offered valuable feedback
to decision-makers.

AFF chairman Liz Sheldon said a belief
still existed that families did not con-
tribute to operational effectiveness, while

their contribu-
— tion to reten-
tion — vital for
operational
effectiveness —
was generally
accepted and
the key reason
for supporting
accompanied
service.

“Why the
link between
families and
operational
effectiveness is
not made more
explicit tin
some of the
decisions relat-
ing to welfare
provision,
housing main-
tenance and
upgrade and leaving and joining packages
is unclear,” she said.

Overstretch and the increase in opera-
tional tours had meant more soldiers
being away from home more often.
Whereas families accepted this was part-
and-parcel of the job, it was annoying that
some soldiers were unable to spend more
time at home even when they were back in
the UK because of exercises and training.

This first AFF worldwide conference
for 18 months was sharp, focused and
organised with military precision. For the
first time highlights were relayed around
the globe via a website — www.aff.org.uk

The web is seen as a particularly good
medium for Army families because 47 per
cent of them — twice the national average
— have access to the internet,

“I have chaired a lot of these things,”
Mr Humphrys told the conference in his
closing remarks, “but I have never met a
more articulate, determined or impas-
sioned audience in my whole life.”

His words were still hanging in the air
as delegates left the hall to the strains of
Don’t Call Me Baby playing over the
public address system.
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[ Useful numbers

Army Benevolent Fund 020 7591 2000
Army Families Advice Bureau 01722
436569

Army Welfare Service 01722 436565
Army Families Federation 01980 615525
British Limbless Ex-Service

Men’s Association 020 8590 1124
Confidential support lines:

UK 0800 731 4880
Germany 0800 1827 395
Cyprus 08091065

Bosnia 0800 731 4880

Others UK 1980 630854

Ex-Services Mental Welfare Society
(Combat Stress) 020 8543 6333

Germany JHQ Mil 2272 or 02161 472272
e

Family Escort Service UK 020 7463 9249;

Gulf Families Association 0121 711 3028
Gulf Veterans Association 0191 230 1065
Joint Service Housing Advice

Office 01722 436575

National Gulf Veterans and

Families Association 01482 833812
Regular Forces Employment Association
0207 321 2011

RBL's Legionline 0345 725 725
Samaritans 0345 90 90 90

Service Children’s Education 01980 618244
Services Cotswold Centre 01225 810358
SSAFA Forces Help 020 7403 8783
SSAFA Forces Help housing

advisory service 01722 436400

Veterans’ Advice Unit 08456 020302

War Pensions Agency 01253 858 858
WRVS 01235 442940

WHILE British Army recruiting is on the
up-and-up but undermined by relatively
poor retention, the US Army lS experi-
encing the reverse.

While the USA’s bouyant economy,
booming job market and high employ-

US Army ‘enlists soldier,
put re-enlists the family’

our officers to talk to our soldiers about

staying on, and introduced incentives for
doing so, such as bonuses and choice of

station.”
In a major programme started seven
years ago, 64 per cent of barrack-room

ment make life difficult for
recruiters to meet their targets
— they need to attract 80,000
people a year to support the
480,000-strong active army —
above-expected retention fig-
ures have allowed them to bal-
ance their manpower books.

How do they do it? We
asked Col Charles R Kaylor
Jr, head of the US Army’s
Strength Analysis and Fore-
casting Division, who was in the UK to
exchange views with British Army man-
ning and personnel officers during a
week-long conference at the Adjutant
General’s Upavon headquarters.

Two major planks in the US strategy
are support for families and the well-
being of single soldiers. “We reckon we
enlist the soldier, but re-enlist families,”
said Col Kaylor. “Family support started
big-time after the Gulf War when we
found out our safety nets weren’t as good
as we had thought they were. We also got

Guild of St Helena celebrates 1

@ The Guild of St Helena, which provides
holidays for Service youngsters with special
needs, marked its 125th birthday at a recep-
tion at Amport House, home of the tri-Service
Chaplains’ Department near Andover, Hants.

Founded in 1875 by an officers’ wife, the
charity later amalgamated with the Guild of the
Holy Standard, which had been founded in
1873 by 19 Army chaplains. Today the tri-Ser-
vice ecumenical charity works with SSAFA

Col Charles R Kaylor

* Kaylor.

accommodation has been
upgraded to give each soldier
his own space.

As far as possible, a six-

lows every deployment of six
months. “Much more than
that and we give them a choice
for their next posting,” said
Col Kaylor, “although they
can’t all go to Hawaii.”

Family focus groups have a
real voice in the corridors of power, while
junior soldiers also have a chance to air
their views — not through officers but
through people of the same rank. Every
unit has its own morale, welfare and recre-
ation office to help soldiers integrate into
the community, arrange visits and events
'and ensure facilities such as gyms are open
at convenient times. “If there’s a problem,
they know who to contact,” said Col
“Quality of life for enlisted men
and their families is incomparably better
than when I joined up 27 years ago.”

Forces Help to provide holidays for special
needs’ children, funds a bursary for a Service
pupil at the Royal Hampstead School who
would otherwise have to quit full-time A level
studies because of a change in parental cir-
cumstances, and supports the Royal Cam-
bridge Widows' Home, which provides
comfortable and safe accommodation for 24
Service widows.

Three new branches of the guild have
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month period of stability fol-

1. especially families, in the Army.

AS you will read elsewhere on
these pages, the AFF’s Confer-
ence 2000 in London was a mile-
stone in establishing once and for
all the importance of people, and

* AFF has had many confer-
ences, but this was the first time
we had allowed ourselves the
luxury of a professional confer-
ence venue in London and the
skills of professional presenters —
and it made a difference.

No one attending could have
been in any doubt that they were

of people who matter, and whose
concerns were of importance. Many who
were there told us so. Past conferences
paled by comparison. And all because we
decided to commit more funding — cour-
tesy of our sponsors and careful budget-
ing — to what is our major event.

The people in the federation, their
professionalism, hard work and
commitment, have not changed. The
people they represent — Army families
worldwide have not changed. And,
heaven knows, the major issues have not
changed. The only thing that has was the
price we were willing to pay, the value we
decided to place on such an
important event. We decided
the ume had come to take our-
selves more seriously and to
value our own and our families’
worth more highly, and to do it
properly. Money, we felt, well spent.

Given our decision, it was more than a
little ironic that, on the day of the con-
ference, news broke of the Treasury
searching for cost cuts. Needless to say,
defence was almost at the top of the list.
Not exactly a morale-boosting thing to
hear on a day when so many speeches,
questions and answers were addressing
the value the MoD - and therefore the

London venue was

worth every penny

Sue Bonney is and
Editor of the
Army Families
Journal, quarter-
: : ; ly magazine of
dealing with a professional organ- the Army Fami-
isation representing a large body |ies Federation

Government - places on Service
personnel and their families.

As John Humphrys so suc-
cinctly put it to Armed Forces
Minister John Spellar: “The
Government is asking more and
more of the Army and you are
being asked by Gordon Brown
to spend less and less.” What
hope is there for more realistic
investment in housing, welfare
allowances when the
Defence budget remains one of
the first targets for cost-cutting?

We received many reassur-
ances from the senior politician
and military personnel on the
platform that the Services and
their families really were important,
valued . . . treasured even. Much, they
claimed, is being done. There has been a
change of focus — “tilt”, as the Adjutant
General called it — towards the personnel
side, mainly because of worrying reten-
tion figures and a move towards modern
management inside the Army.

There is an Overarching Personnel
Strategy, a Family Policy Unit, a Service
Families’ Task Force — all signs of signif-
icant change for the better. But where is
any of this, any aspirations for investing
in families and welfare, without funding?

On the road to hell, with the rest
of the good intentions. Many
people in the Army and MoD
are working to improve things,
changing policy and attitudes
and tackling long-standing issues.

We are being listened to. But outside
the MoD lurks the shadow of the Chan-
cellor. The Government uses the Ser-
vices to support and implement foreign
policy, and does not hesitate to commit
“forces for good” in the national interest.
Yet the same Government places no visi-
ble priority on defence funding. More for
the Treasury, and less for us, the people
for whom there is a policy but no purse

opened on Salisbury Plain, in Germany and in
SHAPE. You can contact the Guild of St
Helena at Wellington Barracks, Birdcage
Walk, London SW1 6HQ (tel 020 7414 3461).

® SSAFA Forces Help needs YOU. The
Service charity, which provides caseworkers,
visitors, team leaders, treasurers and fund-
raisers in many parts for Service communities
in the UK and abroad, is looking for volun-
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25 years of support to Services

teers. The charity reckons it is now the last line
of defence for about 14 million Service and ex-
Service people and their dependants. There
are increasing calls on its resources from an
ageing wartime generation.

You can find out more about voluntary work
(for which you will get out-of-pocket expenses)
from Ann Needle, Branch Recruitment Officer,
19 Queen Elizabeth Street, London SE1 2LP
(tel 020 7463 9223, fax 020 7403 8815).

New study
puts focus
on families

AN independent study conducted on behalf
of the Army into why soldiers leave early
found that family issues were not sufficiently
recognised or valued.

The Army Retention Study, commis-
sioned by the Adjutant General, highlighted
five areas which contributed to Service per-
sonnel voting with their feet:

@ Family issues and problems were often
a major factor in an individual’s decision to
leave the Service prematurely.

@ Help to military families in finding suit-
able employment after posting was seen to
be inadequate. Linked to this was a belief
that the availability and cost of childcare
varied too much from garrison to garrison.

@ There was too great a danger that post-
ings resulted in loss of entitlement to med-
ical treatment and NHS waiting list places.

® There was concern among some about
the selection and suitability of their unit fam-
ilies’ officer.

@® Communicaton with families, espe-
cially on postings, housing and careers, was
poor. “Rumour control” was a real issue.

RESPONSE

Responding to the findings, the Army said
family issues featured among its top priori-
ties. The Service Families Task Force had
already done much at ministerial level to
improve access to health, education and
employment across the three Services, and it
intended to build on that progress.

Improvements already made included:

® Making it easier for spouses to claim Job
Secker’s Allowance.

® Providing incentive schemes to local
NHS dentists to encourage them to take on
more Service families and make registration
easier on posting.

® Making it easier for Service children
educated overseas to claim student grants.

@ Making it easier to claim child benefitin
Northern Ireland.

Communications with families was being
improved by strengthening the already close
links between the Army Families Federation
and the chain of command. The introduc-
tion of garrison radio stations in the UK and
the work of CGS’s Briefing Team was prov-
ing to be a real step forward.

The Army recognised the “march in and
“march out” process could be a source of
stress and a new scheme was being intro-
duced to reduce the hassle of moving house.

The study emphasised that family issues
would continue to have an impact on suc-
cessful retention and that the needs of the
family must be given a high priority. The
Army acknowledged this and was commit-
ted to making further improvements.




In which we serve

I'T’S not too late to enter for this year’s
Army tennis championships which take
place from July 28 to August 2 at the
Army tennis centre, Aldershot. But
hurry, completed forms must be in by
July 7. Serving personnel can enter sin-
gles and doubles and there is a plate
competition for those knocked out in the
first round. Veteran and junior competi-
tions will also be held. Entry forms are
available from Col (Retd) Roger Thomp-
son, (9)4222 3573,

Pulling power

ARMY pullers dominated the Princess
Royal’s Open Inter-Service rug-of-war
championships at Windsor, sponsored by
Microloans. In the 640kg class 17 Port
and Maritime Regt RLC beat 4 Royal
Irish Regiment in the final. In the 600kg
division, 4 R Irish Regt overcame a very
determined 40 Regt RA.

The event patron, the Princess Royal,
sat in for a commemorative photograph
to celebrate Maj (Retd) Dick Field’s 30
continuous years of involvement with
Army tug-of-war.

New sponsors kick off
EUROPEAN van specialist LDV is the
new sponsor of the Combined Services
football team.

Skiing in Cyprus

SOLDIERS from the 1st Battalion, The
King’s Own Scottish Borderers complet-
ed a greulling journey around Cyprus on
roller-skis to raise money for the four
major hospitals on the island.

Running team triumphs
ARMY athletes Sgt Alan Shepherd (3
(CS) Medical Regt), SSgt Kenny Butler
(HQNI Logistic Support) and CSgt
Craig McBurney (RMAS) helped the
team win the Inter-Services marathon in
London. Capt Mel Rayner (31 Sig Regt)
was the third woman to finish out of the
Service runners.

Cheshires win cup

THE first Episkopi invitational sevens
saw 24 teams from the UK and Cyprus
join battle. The bowl was won by 1
Cheshire’s second string, and the plate
was won by The Royal Regiment of
Wales. In the cup final, 1 Cheshire saw
off the challenge of Plymouth Com-
mand, 17-12.

MOTORCYCLE

Picture: Dave Sykes

On track: Speed king Capt Jamie Clarke, RLC, corners his Yamaha R1 at Thruxton. The bike can r each speeds of up to 180mph on the back straight

To the limit tq» win it

Report: Anthony Stone
CAPT Jamie Clarke has a simple philoso-
phy when it comes to sport. “If it goes
fast,” he says, “I want to be on it, in it, or
doing it.”

The same bullish attitude that saw him
win the Army Alpine championships
in 1993 is now steering him towards
success on the race track.

Clarke, of 27 Transport Regt RLL.C,
races a Yamaha Rl in the British
Superstock championships — that’s
the level just below the superbikes.

When Clarke races his 1,000cc
machine, which delivers 150bhp to
the back wheel, at speeds of 180mph,
there’s no room for doubt or indeci-
sion.

“You have to be 110 per cent commit-
ted, on the point of falling off the whole
time, otherwise you might as well not be
out there,” he said. “The skill is finding
that dividing line, the consistency of
keeping up that pace.

“I can do every corner as fast as the top

Capt Jamie Clarke

boys, but I don’t have the experience yet
to piece them all together at that level
without making a mistake, and that’s
where my lap times are dropping.

“If you push it hard enough you are
going to crash, but unless you are riding
to the limit you might as
well not be out there. The
bike will do 180mph easy.
It’s quite fast.”

Clarke was brought up in
Cyprus where he learnt to
ride trail bikes, on and off-
road. He passed his test
when he was 17 and has not
looked back.

His current bike costs
about £9,000 and he has
spent another £5,000 to get it up to race
spec. It is an expensive business but fortu-
nately he has secured sponsorship from
Army Recruiting and the Be The Best
logo can now be seen whizzing around the
top race tracks in the country. British
Aerospace, too, has recognised his talent,
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and has awarded him a scholarship,
through the Army Sport Control Board.

When he competes at meetings, the
bike generates plenty of interest, especial-
ly when fans realise the rider is a soldier.

“I have been in the Army ten years and
I am having fun,” he said. “I tell people

‘this is the place to be’.”

Clarke has also managed to tie-up deals
with- madaboutbikes.com, a website
where race fans can track his progress.

“This is a learning year, my first at
British championship level,” he said.
“There are 17 full-time professional
riders in my class, so breaking into the top
20 is a real achievement. My best result so
far is 28th. I am on the edge of it, but I
need to spend more time on the track.”

~ His rivals on the grid include former
world champion Ron Haslam and many
others with bags of back-up and skill.

“Its all about time and experience, and
the more time and experience I can get,
the further up I can go. I am quite pleased

with my progress so far.”
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ORIENTEERING

Heading in the right
direction for success

ORIENTEERS found
their way to success in
the two biggest civilian
events in which the
Army Orienteering Club
takes part.

Nearly 4,000 took
part in the Jan Kjell-
strom International Ori-
enteering Festival in
Perthshire, commonly
known as the “JKs”. It
is a memorial to the
Swedish orienteer who

helped established the Cupholders: Maj Bev Walters-Davies, 2Lt Sarah Rollins and Maj
activity in the UK in Wendy Allen, the team which secured second place in the JKs

1967.

Although missing some of its regular
runners, the club had a strong nucleus of
well-established talent and were support-
ed by fresh legs, notably from London
University OTC.

In the relay, the men’s team finished
12th out of 38 teams and the ULOTC
33rd.

In the women’s event Maj Wendy
Allen, Maj Bev Walters-Davies and 2Lt
Sarah Rollins finished second out of 23
teams.

Maj Alan Farrington (AGC) came first

MARATHON

Going the

SOLDIERS raised thousands of pounds
for good causes when they ran the Flora
London Marathon.

Among the dozens who took part were
twins Col (Retd) Peter French and Lt
Col (Retd) Paul French, who generated
more than £2,000 for the Army Benevo-
lent Fund.

Three members of the Household Cav-
alry at Combermere Barracks in Wind-
sor, Capt Adam Lawrence, Capt
Harry Whitbread and LCpl Matthew
Flood ran for Combat Stress, the ex-Ser-
vices mental welfare society. The same
charity was chosen by Lt David Eydes
(KOSB), who ran with his sister Claire,
supported by their father Peter, who also
served with KOSB.

Guardsmen from Nijmegen Com-
pany Grenedier Guards, including

out of 71 runners in the 45 age group.

In the British championships at Here-
ford, the best result was provided by SSgt
Calvin Routledge (AGC) who completed
the 11.5km course with its 650m of climb
to win the men’s 21 long course and
become national champion.

In the relays, the open class women’s
team of Maj Bev Walters-Davis, Maj
Miller and 2Lt Rollins took third place
while the men’s team of WO1 Rollins
(RLC), Capt Barrett (AGC) and SSgt
Routledge (AGC) finished fifth.

extra mile

Maj Robert Adams, pictured,
raised money for Rukba (The
Royal United Kingdom Benef-
icent Association), the charity
which helps elderly people on
low incomes to remain inde-
pendent,

A strong contingent from
HQ Land Command at Wil-
ton including Lt Col Leo
Callow, Lt Col Richard Hall, Maj
Dickie Davis, Maj Hamish d’Bretton
Gordon and Sgt Maj Mike McKeown,
took part with the Lord’s Taverners team.

The Royal Star & Garter Home’s regu-
lar team of Bill Kesby, the home’s engi-
neering manager, and Sgt Maj Charles
Jenkins (Int Corps) were joined by new
members Lt Col John Ross and Jon
Faulkner.
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With me: Pte Emosi Naisaramaki’s fast hands, and even faster legs see him storm through

Royal Scots in
seven heaven

Barrage leaves clubs
at sixes and sevens

WITH the SODEXHO sevens champi-
onship, the domestic Army rugby season
ended on a very positive note. The repre-
sentative squads had performed strongly
throughout the vear and the club game
produced the best festival of finals in
recent memory.

The sevens competition was the icing
on the cake with many emerging clubs
such as the Coldstream Guards, Troops
Hereford and the Light Dragoons win-
ning through to the finals for the first
time.

Not this time: Kite Bavadra is shackled

It was, however, the Royal Scots that
immediately caught the eye — six Fijians
and a Scotsman. Quick hands, uninhibit-
ed deception and powerful acceleration
took the Blues easily into the semi-finals
where they met 7 Para RHA, determined
to defend their title.

Guile and innovation eventually over-
came strength and dogged tackling, but
not before Rory Greenslade-Jones and
Andy Dawling, both Army players, had
made their mark.

In the final the Roval Scots met 22 Reg-
iment RA — the Welsh Gunners — in a
somewhat one-sided affair in which Kite
Bavadra, Bull Bulumakau and Ken Kain-
oco notched up more than 40 points. It
was a magnificent performance.

Sevens is all about space and move-
ment; largely unstructured with the
emphasis on virtuosity. The ball was
made to work, the quick eve and quicker
hands spreading the attack to points on
the field where the gunners’ defence was
unable to respond.

The Fijians and Scotsman celebrated
their victory with a typical impromptu
concert in front of a packed and apprecia-
tive stand. We are likely to see a lot more
of these players in the near future, hope-
fully at fifteens. But then, it’s the same
ball, different game.

The plate competition was won by 2
Signal Regiment, and the women’s inter-
corps shield by RMAS Sandhurst, who
held off a die-hard challenge from the
gunners. )

Reports: Roger Thompson

Pulling the
lion's %a il
ENGLAND versus the Army. Yes, I'll say
that again. England v the Army — but
England put up a strong rearguard action
and eventually ran out winners by the odd
couple of tries.

Based on the highly successful Fijian
sevens’ players currently serving with the
Royal Scots in Colchester, and strength-
ened with Army players Howard
Graham, Andy Dawling and Glen Kyle,
the Army played a total of six seven-a-side
games against the England squad prepar-
ing for the World Series sevens in June
and the World Cup in November.

With Emosi Naisaramaki, Rob Kama
and Bull Bulumakau deftly calling the
gambits, Army flyer Kite Bavadra and
Epele Qolikibua carved great chunks out
of the England defence.

Rob Kama’s speed and sidestep proved
more than a match for the opposition. On
more than one occasion, the Army led
England on merit by a couple of tries but
in the end professional fitness and raw
sprinting speed won the day for the
national side.

It was a case of what might have been
had the Army fielded its strongest seven!

Based on their performance against
England, Graham and Dawling were
invited to play in other prestigious sevens
tournaments, the Fijians also making

their name together as the South Seas
Drifters.

Dummy salesman: Tricky Pte Raisevu (RS)
gives England the “Mothercare” treatment
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Runaway winners: Army women’s champions, 3 Division Headquarters and Signal Regi-
ment completely out-played the team from BRNC Dartmouth, who crashed out 11-0

THEY had beaten the best to take the
Army Warrior Cup; now it was time to
have a crack at the best sides in the Royal
Navy and Royal Air Force.

The men’s side from 42 Survey Engi-
neer Group RE and the women’s from 3
Division Headquarters and Signal Regi-
ment travelled to Portsmouth to compete
in the Gawley Trophy to decide the tri-
Service inter-unit championships.

It was a round-robin tournament with
42 playing RAF Halton and HMS Heron,
Yeovilton, and the women playing RAF
Innsworth and BRNC Dartmouth.

A strong 42 Survey side which includ-
ed three Army players, Lt Mark Chap-
man, SSgt Graham Symes and Spr
Joe Ruggiero, devoured
RAF Halton 5-0, four
goals coming in the
second half. They also
demolished HMS Heron
8-2.

The team from 3 Divi-
sion Headquarters and
Signal Regiment, Army
winners for the past two
years, coached by SSgt
Bru Baker and captained
by Cpl Tracey Hoffman,
took full advantage of the
affiliation system and

Nothing can
stop us now

Bulford and Tidworth area. As such,
members either played for the Army or
their corps. Consequently, the 21-3 drub-
bing of RAF Innsworth and 11-0 win over
Dartmouth did not come as a complete
surprise.

This is the third Army men’s team to
win the competition since it was con-
ceived four years ago, previous winners
being the AGC Worthy Down and SEAE.

The women’s tournament was run for
the first time.
B In the Inter-Corps men’s final

between the Infantry and the Royal
Artillery, played at Aldershot, Lt Paul
Tapp scored a hat-trick and the winner to
crown the gunners as champions.

drew in talented new
blood from units in the

SOLDIER July 2000

Balancing act: 42 Survey in white run rings around HMS Heron

Challenge accepted

MA]J Nick Fenton (QDG),
pictured, has been selected
from almost 200 applicants
to become one of just 12
skippers on the BT Global
Challenge. Yachts set sail
from Southampton in Sep-
tember and sail a westerly
course against the forces of
nature.

The 30,000-mile race is
expected to take around
ten months to complete
and will cover some of the toughest
waters that a sailor can expect to
encounter.

Cadets on tour

CLEVELAND Army Cadet Force Cdt
Sgt Mark Forster of Dormanstown
Green Howard’s Detachment, a student
at Laurence Jackson School, has again
been selected by the Regular Army to
represent the Army Football Association
youth team on their tour of Scotland this
month. He is the only Army cadet select-
ed, the rest of the 34-strong squad being
Regular Army junior soldiers. This will
be the tenth time he has been called up.

Poles apart

British Army (Germany) rugby players
beat the Polish under-23s by a resound-
ing 27-8 at the Warsaw Rugby Stadium
in front of supporters from UKSC(G)’s
Polish battlefield tour, Exercise Ulan
Knight.

Surfers chill out
CPL Jimmy Ewing (9 Regt AAC)
became the first winner of the Army
novice surfing title in the Zuma Jay
championships at Penhale, Cornwall. Sig
Chris Treweeks (14 Signal Regt (EW))
took the bodyboard crown while LCpl
Dai Jones from the same regiment
claimed the seven-foot prize and Pte
Barney Sculley (3 CS Bn RLC) won the
shortboard event.

To get involved with Army surfing con-
tact Sgt Jase Fern on Brawdy Mil
(9)4359 5825.

Vikings go on rampage
IN a football match that had unnerving
similarities with the England-Portugual
game, the 1st Battalion, The Royal
Welch Fusiliers took a two-goal first-half
lead over the 1st Battalion, The Royal
Anglian Regiment in the Northern Ire-
land Cup. But the Vikings fought back to
win 3-2.
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Young blades
cut their teeth

But razor-sharp older
swordsmen dominate

THE clash of blades rang out at the RL.C
Training Centre, Deepcut, as nearly 50
Regular and Territorial Army fencers
battled it out over three days at the Army
championships.

Despite the number of newcomers
competing, the older fencers sull man-
aged to dominate, as Col Iain Campbell
(late RLC), won both the épée and foil
titles.

However, he was edged out of the over-
all champion-at-arms title by L.t Col Tony
Williams (RE) who also won the sabre
competition.

The women’s entries were depleted
due to operational commitments but this
did not distract from the quality of fenc-
ing by Sig Jane Perry, who repeated her
triumph of last year by making a clean
sweep in all three weapons, retaining her
champion-at-arms status.

Col Warwick Stanton, chairman of

Army fencing, said: “I was delighted to
see so many new fencers competing and
the marvellous sportsmanship displayed
throughout the competition.

“Along with our partner, Leon Paul,
the fencing manufacturer, we have devel-
oped a three-day introductory fencing
course for units, where all coaching
and equipment is provided at no
charge to the unit. e
Not surprising-
ly, units are

Overall champ: Lt Col Tony Williams (RE)

extremely interested and our sport is
enjoving a resurgence.”

Rfn Amber Gurung (1 RGR), who
took part in an introductory course only
two months before the championships,
won the trophy for best-improved fencer.

In the team events the RLLC emerged

victorious as Army champions after a par-
ticularly close final against the RE. In the
inter-unit competition,
21 Engr Regt took
the three-man team
title, while the
HCMR retained
the six-man team
honours.

Making a point: Capt Chris Roberts catches Maj Tony Williams with a thrusting challenge
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Corps climbs new peak

AGC runners, pictured, won all the main
trophies in the military section of the
Welsh 1,000m peaks race (aka the Snow-
don summits marathon). It covers some
22 miles with 9,000ft of ascent, naviga-
tion and fitness being the key attributes
required to
finish.

SSgt Calvin
Routledge was
the first home,
in 4hr 55min,
23 minutes
ahead of the
next runner.
LCpl Alison
O’Connor also excelled, finishing 17th
overall, in 6hr 51min, well ahead of the
majority of the men.

Maj Steve Donoghue finished seventh
and Cpl Ross Williamson came in 13th.
Of the 110 runners who started, only 74
managed to finish the whole event.

Medics’ winning tonic
A LATE flurry of goals from 204 (North
Irish) Field Hospital (V) sank 205 Bty
101 Regt RA (V) 7-2 in the TA cup final
at Newcastle.
It was the
first time in the
88 years the
competition
has been run-
ning that an
Army medical
unit has won
the cup.
Gunner goalkeeper Sgt Fisher, above
right, prepares to block a shot from 204’
Pte Colin Moore as WO2 Gavin Kirk
attempts to tackle.

Sappers sweat

RUNNERS from 14 nations were among
the 721 starters in the
Batlava half-
marathon in Kosovo.
Organised by 31
Armoured Engineer
Squadron, the race
raised DM6200 for
schools’ supplies.

Lt Col Barry Le
Grys, commanding
officer of 32 Engr
Regt, of which 31
Squadron forms a
part, said: “Those of
us who participated
found a way to main-
tain our fitness for
operations, raise
money for a good
cause and see some
beautiful countryside
atthe same time.”

Picture: John Tuttiett
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E mail: peter.pmt@virgin.net

£_MESS DRESS

Prices from £349
Officers & SNCOs only

@ Garments are personally
fitted and delivered

@ Prices from £349 (NCOs),
including rank and VAT
Please ring for more details on:

01202 302846

Made to Measure Tailoring
¥ 85 Stewart Road, Bournemouth BH8 8NZ
- Tel: 01202 302846 * Fax: 07970 050940
Email: beskardes@yahoo.com

DEBT PROBLEMS?

Are your outgoings more than your income?

Are your creditors threatening you with:
Court summons, Solicitors, Bankruptey, Bailiffs,
Debt collectors, Disconnection, Attachment of earnings? s

If you can answer yes to any of the above, then contact us

now. We provide realistic solutions for all debt problems

without the need to borrow more money.
Telephone 01329 515532
for a FREE and CONFIDENTIAL consultation.
Or visit our website: www.wellbeingservices.co.uk

WELLBEING SERVICES

PROVIDING DEBT SOLUTIONS FOR INDIVIDUALS AND FAMILIES

July 2000 SOLDIER



COMPETITION 704

Koy ¢

HERCULES
BODY-BUILDINC SYSTEM
FOR

Frank Finch has made ten
changes in detail to one of
his drawings taken from our
archive. Circle the differ-

MUSCLES LIKE KNOTTED ROPE ences in the lower image, cut First correct entry drawn
out the whole panel, add after the closing date will
= your name and address and win £100; the second and

send to HOAY 704, Soldier, third will receive £10 gift

Ordnance Road, Aldershot, vouchers. No correspon-

GUI11 2DU by July 31. dence of any kind can be

£ A photocopy 1s acceptable, entered into.
Ay but only one entry per person The names of the winner
‘hﬁ-‘"J 'Q‘ may be submitted. and runners-up will be
Za% 0 Do not include anything announced in the September
N " - else in your envelope. issue.
945
 p———— = * (Name : (Give initials and rank or title) o
NS
- J
BERClES (Address : R
———————1BODY-BUILDING SYSTEM
FOR
l AT MUSCLES LIKE KNOTTED ROPE

\ A
May competition (No 702): First correct entry drawn was from
CCpl R Bonnelake, 115 Pro Coy, 1 RMP, BFPO 36, who wins
£100. Runners-up Miss V O’'Rourke, HQ DRAC, Allenby Bar-

racks, Bovington, and Rfn B Gurung, QE Barracks, Church
Crookham receive a £10 voucher each. The ten differences
were: foremast; line of bow; sea below bow; door to super-
structure midships; third man on deck and sea below; ports in
superstructure midships; line of aft superstructure; porthole
in structure in front of funnel; tender by tug funnel.

|

|

® Save cash when you subscribe today i
® 'REE postage ® FREE binder i
|

|

|

|

UK: (12 issues) ....... £23.00 (24 issues)....... £40.00
Overseas (12issues) ....... £32.20 (24 issues) ....... £60.00
BFPO: (12 ISBUBE) .bilih i R £13.80
I would like to subscribe to SOLDIER for: 1 One year [ Two years |
I
Please start my subscription with the ......................... issue.
I
NAME: ........cnaf it R ateit st TRt i
|
AdAress: .................. o iiiiinmpsssssmsesiss TR R :
................................................................................................... l
]
............................................... POSICOUR. icvormiansimensnsaend

I enclose a cheque/PO payable to SOLDIER for: ...........
Return to Soldier, Ordnance Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU

EUROCARD

Credit card hotline: 01252 347353

SOLDIER July 2000




FORARMY PERSONNEL ONLY

FREE NOKIA 5110 - FREE CONNECTION
OFFER WORTH £96 ORDER NOW!

NOKIA 5110
WORTH £9.99
FREE CONNECTION
WORTH £35
FREE 50 mins OF
CALLS PER MONTH
PORTABLE HANDS FREE KIT
IN CAR CHARGING
LEAD WORTH £17.99
R CASE
£12.99
RATE DOWN TO
30p PER MIN
DOWNTO
OFF PEAK 5.7
CREDIT CHECKS

M

e \\\\Q wceellnet

PLEASE HAVE
FREEPHONE )ous

BANK DETAILS
08000188200 oy e
ORDERING
Subject toa contract, including notice period, monthly line renlals. Start at £17.50 inc. VAT

No official medal has ever been awarded for National Service.
This superb, hallmarked solid silver
commemorative medal is available for all those who served their
country under National Service.

This medal is supplied ready to wear in a fitted box.

A silver miniature medal is also available.

‘nml SAE for details.

Full size Medal for National Service £39.50
(Price includes £2.50 carriage and insurance,)

Engraving £8.00
Miniature Medal in Silver £16.50

ORDER BY PHONE: 01752 872672 FAX: 01752 872723
Credit Card Holders — 8am—7pm. Monday to Saturday.
=
OR BY POST
CITADEL AWARDS, NEWTON FERRERS. PLYMOUTH, DEVON PL8 1DH, ENGLAND,

. BOUQUET - MIXED FLOWERS HANGE FHOM

Fax: (01481) 243406

. Joy’s Roses
7 & Flowers &
A GIFT OF LOVE Ay o

Flowers for all occasions - not just Christmas/ Valentines Day/ Mothers Day
But for — Anniversaries/ Congratulations/ New Born/ Birthdays.

I'Ili\hll“'\ sent to any address in the UK, & N.1.
BEAUTIFUL PALE LAVENDER
SENTATION BOX & SOFT WHITE TISSLU}

BOUQUET - ROSES RED/YELLOW/PINK/WHITE or MIXED & GYPS

(12 Blooms) ......... e £13.85
BOUQUET - HOSES HED YELLOW/PINK{WHITE or MIXED & GYPS

(24 Blooms) .......... S e
BOUQUET - FREESIA& FERNS (40 Blooms; & . £14.75

BOUQUET LUXE — MIXED FLOWERS & FERNS & GYPS (30 Blonms) o e
BOUQUET DE LUXE - MIXED FLOWERS & FERNS & GYPS (50 Blooms) £22.50
BOUQUET — CARNATIONS, MIXED OR RED/YELLOW/PINK/WHITE & GYPS

(24 Blooms) . et ey el a3 e d e LR . E17.50
2.00 lc £20.00

HOTLINE: 01481 246708

ALL C/Cs ACCEPTED
CHEQUES MADE PAYABLE TO:

Joy’s Roses & Flowers

Flamingo, St Sampsons,

Guernsey, C.I. GY2 4WB
Telephone: (01481) 246708

il Military >

Marketing
International

Suppliers of Plagues, Clocks and other presentation pieces
Also T-shirts, sweatshirts, baseball caps, etc.

In good company with most
Regiments and Corps of the British
Army, we made your Shields for the

Falklands,
the Gulf and now Bosnia and Croatia
and most other UN locations.
Let us design you Regiments and
Operational Shields.

Write for a full colour brochure:

‘3

74-77 STEWARD STREET,
SPRING HILL,
LADYWOOD, BIRMINGHAM

B18 7AF
Telephone/fax : 0121 454 5393

Minimum order 25 shields — £10.95.

\ No VAT outside the UK. Shieldclocks — £18.50 /

[-2)
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: ) Rick
v 9'* 3 ISlngIes uuhles grusupso r the
Addo coe%f(l:ess g’omrt - j Ask for samples and prices
vanci ar cxports
A f‘* L ‘/riv THE-SP0T
7"‘ Quc;lyuonu;:;rvl:al'ures

{ Over 60 Mes. rn s to

} /‘ GET THE BEST

For deatails of advertising
rates and publishing dates
please call Soldier magazine
on 01252 347352/355056

Tel: 0181-444-5555
Fax: 0181-444-5444
FREEPOST LON 114898
London N2 9BR

MOST MAKES
SUPPLIED

FREEPHONE GERMANY 0130-8544-96

Telephone U K.:
0044-1980-600-400

HMF’S serving
in the UK &
OVERSEAS _

For cither UK TAX PAID
or TAX FREE EXPORT

contact Peugeot’s No. I supplier to HM Forces.

For your FREE INFORMATION PACK on how to
purchase a new Peugeot at SPECIAI. PRICES call
Colin Clubley on ’

Rangers TMS Ltd, FREEPOST, Bulford Rd, Durrington SP4 8BR

%‘é

MILITARY SALES

SOLDIER July 2000

COMPETITION WINNERS - MAY ISSUE. DELPHI
SUNSCREEN - C. Coull, Camberley ; Sgt R. Wileman, London: D.
Montgomery: Sgt T. Head, BFPO 16; K. pr:a]\man Wessex: I. Foley,
Abingdon; C. Draycott, BFPO 58; D. Blackaw, Aldershot; C. Higgs,
Aldershot: R, Marshall, Somerset; C. Bernoski, West Midlands; D.
Shortman, Stockport: LCpl Young, BFPO 559; WO2 P. Dulgan, BFPO
559: Cpl Stinger, BFPO 538; Cpl Robertson, Aldershot: T. Evans,
Gosport; J. Clement, North Colerne; LCpl Thomas, BFPO 47; M.
Johnson, Scotland; SSgt A. Moutray. BFPO 19; M. Clapson, BFPO 825:
L. Newport, Oxford. Answer: 1,000. SOLAR-POWERED RADIO-
TORCH - SSgt A. Moutray, BFPO 19; C. Draycott, BFPO 58; WOI
(SSM) Fost, Abms_don M. Clapson, BFPO 825; WO2 P. Duggan, BFPO

559, Answer: 4
MIITARY DIRECT

HM Forces GE“_AN -
peTSL SMUaPAK GERBER AN N::s:fm s 1
ONT. TANE RAYW
g‘i{;gg?'gT%NKA MOUNTAI’N RANGE SPi
(o)

LEATHERMAN AND MANY MORE .. ' :%i-m
NOW OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK | FOH BEI Pm s‘ IH 2

‘0830t02000hrs E 6 3
Baxters of Yarm (Military Direct), Fairfax Gourt mm

EMBROIDERED & PRINTED
SPORTS & LEISURE WEAR

TEES POLOS SWEATSHIRTS SWEATERS TIES
RUGBY JERSEYS CAPS......... & MUCH MORE

FULL DESIGN AND PERSONALISED SERVICE
FOR QUALITY WEAR - SEND FOR OUR PRICE LIST

JENKINS KNITWEAR

5 Vernon Place, Northan Court, Basford
Nottingham NG6 ODE Tel or Fax 0115 927 4469

E-mail: sales @jenkins-wear.co.uk
www.jenkins-wear.co.uk

maZba
Tax Free Sales

* Immediate delivery on most models
* Full UK spec * Low,/no deposit finance
* Part exchange * Continental /UK delivery
* Demio from £7,600 * MX5 from £11,099
* 626 from £10,500 * Premacy from £10,949
* 323 from £8,400 *4 Action (4x4) from £15,099
All New MPV from £14,650

EXCLUSIVE EXPORT AGENT FOR BFG
AND BENELUX ON BEHALF OF MAZDA

POOL AUTOS

7020 Mons, Belgium
Tel: (B5) 728836 Fax: (65) 724467

Serving the Services since 1968 ’

Please forward details on:

323 626 MX5 [_| Xedos [ ] Demio [| MPV []
Premacy 4 Action [ | Other makes [ | LHD/RHD [
NBMER ..o hin o N RO Rank .
AAAPESS i vir sl a i it e e
................................. Tel No




FIRMIN&SONSPLC

ablished 1677

Taking n'm-’ tion into the funire

MEDAL DEPARTMENT
MINIATURE MEDALS SUPPLIED
Customers Full Size & Miniature Medals
mounted in cither Court or Swing style.
For the complete and professional service at
the most alfordable prices available.

|+ BYAPROINTMENT
| TOWH M TREQUEEN
| BUTTONMARERS

Firmin House, 82-86 New Town Row, Birmingham. B 4111

email; firmin @ webbirmingham.co.uk
Tel: G1213800 800  Fax: 01213 593 321

= = E
Budn'm = o

UNIFORMAL

‘The Highest Quality and Value for Money
in Militarv Tailoring for Over 50 Years'
INTEREST FREE CREDIT
Goerman Office: OS5 141 881570
Mobilc: O1 72 51004 1%

VAN DUNGILE FIOLUISI
AWENUE, ROTHWIELL., LEEIDS 1520 OONIL

UK: TEL: 0044 113 282 6102 FAX: 0044 113 282 1457

MIEYNELL

WORCESTERSHIRE MEDAL SERVICE LTD
56 Broad Street, Sidemoor, Bromsgrove B61 S8LL
Tel: (01527) 835375 of Fax (01527) 576798
Specialists in Ribbons, Full Size & Miniature Medals
and Medal Mounting either for wear or display.
Send SAE or call for comprehensive price list of Full Size & Miniature Medals
Now available - new Territorial miniature medals.
The Volunteer Reserve Service Medal and the
Queens Volunteer Reserve Medal
See our website for full details of all our services.
“Secure on-line ordering on our website”

www.worcmedals.com -

Credit card orders accepted by phone or fax. UK customers please add 17% VAT.

LOST OR NEW
MEDALS

Full size & miniature supplied
Professionally mounted
Hand-sewn ... not glued

K&D Medals

33 The Cresecent,
| West Wickham, Kent BR4 OHB
L Tel: 020 8777 2428

EPAULETTE
SLIDES

For officers or other ranks.

w i boxes

badge of your

Cunnon Militaria

’) @ Sitting on ammo

@® Beret colour &

LOST YOUR MEDA
WE CAN REPLACE THEM
FULL SIZE & MINIATURES

PROFESSIONALLY SEWN
IN COURT OR SWING STYLE
SAE OR PHONE FOR QUOTE

TOAD HALL MEDALS, NEWTON FERRERS, Nr PLYMOUTH, DEVON PL8 1DH
Tel: 01752 872672 Fax: 01752 872723 E-mail:th.medals@virgin.net

Watches

The best for night vision

Don’t be in the dark
Come an Ir military products

www.traser-uk.com

Tel.: 07000-87-27-37
Fax: 07000-86-26-36

This superb die-struck commemorative medal
is available in full size and miniature
to all who served in Near, Middle and Far East.

Send s.a.e. for your application form today.
DPS Awards, P. O. Box 6961,
Bromsgrove B61 S8LA

————

' TIES, BADGES& PLAQUES |

by Mail Order

EMBROIDERED
SWEATERS SWEATSHIRTS
POLO SHIRTS BADGES

REGIMENTS,
PRINTED
TEESHIRTS SWEATSHIRTS SHIPS,
BADGES COFFEE MUGS SQUADRONS

AND LOTS MORE!
ALL FROM ONE 5t 'I’I’I..’!:R
No artwork or setting-up costs on the majority of
our goods. High quality, compe ctiliv \" ||||

prompt del PO 12 servic The Heraldic Co (GB), Dept S
Send il Overbriar, Beechwell Lane, Edge End,
Coleford, Glos GL16 THA

Clubs & Reunion Associations,
Blazer buttons, medals, ribbons, etc.
SAE appreciated

RE (DI
51/52 HIGH STREET, LINCOLN LN5 8AP

Tel: 01522 513333 Fax: 01522 530383 Tel/Fax: 01594 832200 (8am/10pm)

01980 - 655099

With or without unit
designation.
also
DRAB

NAME TAPES

(in sets of six)
Any quantity supplied
S.A.E. for price list

Lancashire Embroidery
& Insignia Ltd
Knowsley Industrial
Park North, Kirkby,
Liverpool L33 7SA.
Phone: 0151-546 5161
Fax: 0151-549 1128

54

Commemorative medals are not official but may be obtained
as a souvenir/keepsake. They should not be worn with/along-
side British official decorations/medals/honours.

EMBROIDERED LEISUREWEAR & BADGES
Plus PRINTED T-SHIRTS & SWEATSHIRTS

Embroidered garments -
printed sweats and T-shirts, min. qty. 36\,
BADGES-EMBROIDERED - min. qty. 25

ree ongmal 24+

ENAMELLED - min. 100

BLAZER BADGES - min. 5

TIES — Woven - min. 50
Printed - min. 36 v
Also - BASEBALL CAPS - min. 50
SPORTS BAGS - min. 50
GOLF UMBRELLAS - min. 25

N o Kilcreggan. Dunbartonshire G84 0JN /
WWW., ensu;nmotlfs co.uk /
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MICHAEL JAY
Exclusive HAND CUT

@ TAILORING

Our unbeatable

MESS DRESS -
INCLUDES 0“0..
B 11 day Make or |
& 18 hr EXPRESS :'
B Lowest prices | ¥
B Best fit

B Highest quality
Best payment terms

Local agent (o measure in most areos
Tel01379 783 736 Fax:01379 783 898 |
As our customers say

The service is simply unbeatable
5 TOMO BUSINESS

PARK STOWMARKET

[ SUPPLIER OF ALL INCLUSIVE EMBROIDERY )
pree ook

A Tee-Shirts- Sweatshirts-Polos
Hooded Sweatshirts-Fleece Jackets

‘$ Base Ball Hats
Nollmgham Screen Prmts 10, Park Road.

Woodthorpe. \ultmgham NG5 4HR
Trl ONE 0676262 Fax: 011508263509

Tempintions

Quality Ilngerle for the
LARGER LADY

Please send £2.50* for catalogue to:

CONDOR SUPPLIES
63 Gisburn Ro

. Telfinx: 01282 813821

John Bull Military Clothing
& Mail Order Division
Tel/Fax: 01748 833614 (Retail and Mail Order)
01765 604071 (After 6pm)

17 Hildyard Row, Catterick Garrison,

EMBROIDERED
LEISUREWEAR

Wide range of quality garments,
Low minimum order.
Full colour brochure.
Caps & Printed garments supplied

Free embroidery proof. No origination charge.
Embroidered Polos from £6.00ea, Sweats £8.00¢a,
T-shirts £5.00eq.

Banana Moon Workshop
48, Old Lane, Birkenshaw, Bradford,
BD11 2JX
Tel: 0127‘4680103 Fax: 01274 652524
www.b co.uk

THE GOLD WIRE BADGE COMPANY

N Yorks DL9 4DH

Suppliers of Sweatshirts, Polo Shirts,
T/Shirts Hooded Sweatshirts, Rugby
Jerseys, Baseball Caps and many
other items. All can be printed or
embroidered. Send for a free colour
catalogue and price list.

VIST.

SPORTS LTD
28 HIGH STREET
MERSTHAM
SURREY RH1 3EA

Tel: 01737 645113
Fax: 01737 645892

GOLD WIRE BLAZER BADGES £10.00
FAIRBAIRN-SYKES COMMANDO KNIVES(Black)

WITH LEG SHEAF £22,50
RED/BLACK BERETS, LEATHER HEADBAND
DRAWCORD £7.00
REGIMENTAL TIES & BOWS £8.55
WHITE LEATHER GAUNTLETS £20.00
BRASS INSERTS £12.00
LEATHER STANDARD CARRIERS £25,00
PARACHUTE REGT ASSN STANDARD CARRIER
WITH ALL 11 BATTLE HONOURS £35.00
LAPEL BADGES: R.A. COMMANDO
GREEN BERET - PARA REGT RED BERET £2.00
COMMEMORATIVE LAPEL BADGE
PEGASUS 1942.99 £2.00
BLAZER BADGES ONE-OFFs, A SPECIALITY.
A CDROM TITLED “BRITISH MILITARY BADGES™
CONTAINING OVER 2500 ILLUSTRATIONS IS NOW
AVAILABLE PRICED AT £39.95
OVER 300 CAP BADGES AVAILABLE
FROM £3.50 SEND FOR FREE LISTS
11 Dalehead Drive Shaw, Oldham, Lancs OL2 8TJ.
Telephane/Fax: 01706 86648 E-Mail: robroy @ lineone.net
www.thegoldwirebadge.co.uk

NOTICE TO READERS

The publishers of Soldier Magazine
cannot accept responsibility for the accu-
racy of any advertisement or for any
losses suffered as a result. Readers are
strongly recommended to make their
own enquiries and seek appropriate
commercial, legal and financial advice
before sending any money or entering
into any legally binding agreement.
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MEDALS

¥4 6102 FAK LJH)?‘E!) ]15?

www.rdhmedals.com

FULL SlZE & MINIATURE
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE

Write or phone for quotation
RAYMOND D HOLDICH
Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre, 7 Whitcomb Street London
WC2ZH 7THA
Tel: 0207 930 1979 Fax: 0207 930 1152
E-mail:rdhmedals@aol.com

Closure of Officers’ Mess & WOs'
and SGTs’ Mess — Long Kesh

Personnel should be aware that the Officers’ Mess & WOs'
and Sgte’ Mess within Long Kesh Camp, Maze Prison, NI
will close on June 30, 2000. Units and individuals who have
presented items to either mess are to collect or make
arrangements for collection by August 31, 2000.
Point of contact is

WO2WO02 Burnett, RAMS LKAU, BFPO 801
Tel: Mil 9491 41309 or Civ 028692 608309

MIDLAND CD CLUB |

| Mail-Order Brass & Military Band CDs

To obiain our free colour catalogue contact us on:

| Tel: 0121 244 4605/6
Fax: 0121 6809018

E-mail: sales @midland-cd-club.co.uk
www.midland-cd-club.co.uk
| Bands who have CDs they would like

to see included in our catalogue,
please contact us for further details.

| LATEST RELEASES ALWAYS AVAILABLE

VISTA TIES

are Tie Manufacturers and can supply

your existing tie or design you a new one.

Please send us a picture of your badge
or cypher and we will post a free coloured

visual with a quotation........OVER 300

DIFFERENT REGIMENTAL TIES IN STOCK

VISTA TIES

28 HIGH STREET
MERSTHAM

SURREY RH1 3EA

Tel:01737 645113 Fax:01737 645892

Searching for a soldier
killed in World War I or i ?
Search single name £6.00
Grave/Memorial site £4.00
Details and fee with SAE to:
Dr Kevin R Wood
30 Coniston Road
Coulsdon
Surrey CR5 3BS
Tel: (020) 8660 9353

Email: kevinw@callnetuk.com

[gjmc HAEL JAY|
UNIFORMS ]

MADE TO MEASURE
OR's and Officers Mess Dress
OR's and Officers No. 2 Dress
OR's and Officers No.1 Dress
Officers British Warm Overcoats
S.B. Blazers
Regimental D.B. Blazers
Sports Jackets and Trousers
Dinner Suits
Lounge Suits

48Hr. or-2Week Make up

Michael Jay Tailoring
5 TOMO BUSINESS PARK, STOWMARKET
SUFFOLK IP14 5AY
TEL:01378 783 736 FAX:01379 783898




COSTELLO

Civil & Military Bespoke Tailors

LADIES & GENTS MESS KIT

SPECIALISTS

INTEREST FREE CREDIT
For All Your Uniform, Suit, Blazer and
Accessories Contact:

UK: 0181 478 2780 GERMANY: 05252 4631
UK: 284-294 Ley Street. Ilford Essex IG1 4BS

Master Chi

Britian s'first retailer of Blackhawk Industries Inc.
This has already made a name for itself

Dieter CQD - Vest

Tactical Rigs - G

AIIprp e with Manufaciuver’s Lieemn
. 1£".'"~ s

Phone: (01 534 3% details

Regimental and Cap Badges - ./’*’-5’-3 y Liz “Mavgrick” 1

5% of our profits are do "’/“ ‘

When kit shouldn’t be

zine on 01252

puas
3473

STAND BY! STAND BY!
NEW FREE CATALOGUE

WHEN YOUR JOB " =
DEMANDS MORE! E® |
WILL YOUR KIT
MEET THE
CHALLENGE?

The new SASS
Catalogue No 15,
is NOT just
another kit list.

.

It offers you exclusive innovative items angd selected issue
equipment. Optional extras, after sales, repair service . . .

For your FREE colour catalogue, write, telephone or fax to the
following address, or send the coupon below to:

SPECIAL AIR-SEA SERVICES |

St. George’s Works, St. George’s Quay, ‘

Lancaster, Lancashire, LA1 5QJ ‘
Tel: 01524 64204 - Fax: 01524 844239

PHOENIX WORLD

Afull range of pewter and

“cold cast bronze” figurines to suit
your needs.

COMMISSIONS ACCEPTED

Send crossed Cheque/P.O. with order or
S.A.E. for Brochure.

PHOENIX WORLD REPRODUCTIONS
437 Valley Drive, Gravesend,

“Cold cast bronze” Kent DA12 5UE.
MR120 Tel: Gravesend (01474) 365511,
(approx 25¢m) Fax: (01474) 537166.
£55.93 incl. '

Want to brush up your basic Map Reading Skills? - or
Land Navigation Techniques? Then here’s just the job...

GIA

Proudly announce the new and
exciting CD-based approach to
Map Reading and Land Navigation -

GORDONWOOD ASSOCIATES

Discover:

@ Practical map skills

® Compass & GPS Use

® Route planning & following techniques
® Position & distance estimation

@ Wild country navigation skills

@ Safety & emergency procedures
Featuring:

® Over 250 colour photographs

@® Many dynamic movie clips

® |nteractive on-line & off-line practice

Normally £29.95 @ On-screen interactive compass
Special Offer to Soldier @ Interactive walking planner
Readers £24.99inciuding P&P) ap

® Route card femplate

In association with Ordnance Survey and SILVA (UK) Ltd, GWA are proud to Minimum system
announce Interactive MapExplorer, the flagship in their series of computer based requirement: 4
learning packages, especially created to meet the needs of all who want to explore

the great outdoors Windows 95/98,

multi-media PC with
This state-of-the-art approach to mapping skills is a seli-teach package for learning | Pentium 120

and navigation and map reading and i1s now on sale. The package contains a multi- |processor, 16 Mb
media CO-ROM based on the Ordnance Survey Explorer series with extracts from RAM, SVGA display,
other OS maps, Explorer map 213, the National Mapping Index and a romer quad speed CD-ROM
drive, mouse and

The content is presented as twenty-three lessons and includes keyboard, 16 bit

well-tested techniques plus the latest skills in GPS. The . P

intention is to put a real map into the user's hands from the GwA | SN | | eound, video and

outset and maintain interactivity between user, computerand | Open Door graphics cards,

map throughout Training headphones or
Another product in the. , . L=—__" ==

To order please send cheque, made out to ‘GWA' for £24.99 each, to: Gordonwood
Associates, Street Farm Cottage, Barton Stacey, Nr Winchester, Hampshire, SO21 3RT.
Please allow 14 days for delivery.

.._Egg}ggq_g_:_; ......................... S

___...,,,,,,,...______4‘

Ordnance Survey and the OS Symbol are registered trade marks and Interactive MapExplorer is a trade mark of
Ordnance Survey. SILVA and the SILVA Symbol are registered trade marks of SILVA (UK) Ltd.
The GWA Open Door Training Series and Symbol is a registered trade mark of Gordonwood Associates.
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T NEW £189.99

Seiko Chrono
$Q100
NEW £150.00
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REPLIES. To reply to a pen pal,
write a letter and send it to Soldier
hhwmattheaddmssbelow%en
to more than one pen pal

- place all the letters in one enve-

and send it to Soldier Magazine.
'I'hch_oxnumbetmustbeclwiywrit-
tcninthemplcftcomerofallyour
replies. Replies should consist only of
a letter, and photograph if requested.
Replies received more than three

heavy or poorly nddreswdenvelopcs
wiﬂmtbeforwarded

TO ADVERTISE FOR A PEN
PAL. Please send for details enclosing
a stamped, self-addressed envelope to
= = Ords H

¢ Magazine,
‘Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU.

.

Diane, 38, 5', hazel eyes and brown
hair. Likes listening to music, walking,
writing and football. Seeking pen pals,
30+. GSOH a must! P703

Gayle, 30, 5'2", dark hair and grey
eyes. Interests include motor racing,
pubs, travelling, the theatre and writ-
ing. Would like replies from good-
humoured pen pals, 30-35. P704

Lorraine, 28, 5'2", auburn hair,
cuddly build with bubbly personality
and VGSOH. Enjoys music, TV, read-
ing and writing. Seeking genuine, sin-
gle, sincere, easy-going, mature ser-
viceman, 28-45, for regular correspon-
dence. P705

Pamela, 34-year-old, green-eyed
blonde. Enjoys travelling, eating out,
pubs, clubs, socialising and movies.
Would like to correspond with soldiers,
30-35, preferable living in the
Liverpool/Merseyside area. P706

Carol, 28-year-old petite blonde.
Likes going to the cinema, pubs, camp-
ing and keeping fit in the gym. Would
like to hear from pen pals, 25-35. P707

Shona, 45, slim blonde. Separated
with two children and likes aromather-
apy, reading, music, old movies, nights
and writing letters. Would like to hear
from pen pals, 40-50 and will answer
every letter. P708

Charlotte, 5'1", 22, dark hair and
blue eyes. Divorced mother with two
children and enjoys keep fit, music and
shopping. Would like to write to lonely
male, genuine pen pals, age immateri-
al. P709

Jillian, 52, caring and cheerful per-

sonality and gets on well with people of

all ages. Varied interests include keep-
ing fit, travelling, football, eating out
and writing letters. Seeking male pen
pals, 40-60. P710

Lesley, 32-year-old working, single
parent who enjoys most sports, hill
walking, various types of music, com-
puting and occasional nights out.
Would like replies from pen pals (non-
smokers), 30+, P711

Hazel, 34, crazy university student.
Divorced (one child), and enjoys the
theatre, cinema, swimming, football
and rugby and likes Robot Wars and
the Comedy Club. Genuine replies
only, will answer all letters. P712

Angela, 4'11", brown hair and
brown eyes. Likes swimming, step aer-
obics, writing, pubs, socialising, travel,
reading and the cinema. Replies sought
from pen pals who are genuine, have
GSOH and enjoy writing letters. P713

Heather, slim, blonde 36-year-old. A
quiet-natured, single mum who likes
writing, shopping, TV, day trips, ani-
mals, social clubs, the countryside,
cycling and walking. Seeking replies
from pen pals, 30-40. P714

BOOKS

The French Foreign Legion- A
Guidebook to Joining. The definitive
guide to joining this elite Army is
packed with information including
selection procedure; recruiting centre
addresses; the 'real' contact. £15.99 -
Salvo Books, 114 Salisbary Road, St
Judes, Plymouth PL4 8TB. 06/01

CHURCHILL's SECRET WEA-
PONS - a story of HOBART'S FUN-
NIES (79th Armoured Division).
Signed paperback copy £12.00 direct
from author. TEL/FAX 01273564372,
Books for Soldiers contact the
experts. Free catalogue. The
Qutdoorsman’s Bookstore, 27
Monument Industrial Park, Chalgrove,
Oxon OX44 7RW. Tel: 01865 400256.
Fax: 01865 400257. 12/00

[ “Head-dress Badges
of the British Army?”
by Kipling & King.

The Collector’s Bible.
Volume One: (1800-1920) £65.
Volume Two: (1920-1998) £45.
Post free
H. L. & P. King, 3 Saxon Croft,
Farnham, Surrev GU9 7QB
Tel: 01252 716303

Second-hand bookshop requires
books on all subjects, especially mili-
tary and history. We collect! TLON
BOOKS, Merton Abbey Mills,
Merantum Way, London SW19 2RD.
Tel: 0181 540 4371. 12/00

“A SOLDIER’S POCKET BOOK?”
380 pages of info all soldiers need to
know. Includes: Basic Bartle Skills,
Fieldcraft, Orders, SOPs, Scouts,
Emergency Alarms, Routines in the
Field, Tank Target Indication, Working
with Helicopters, Map Reading,
Orienteering, First Aid, NBC,
Adventure Trg, Skill at Arms SARQ,
LSW, Tests and APWTs, GPMG Light
Role, Signals, Mines, MT Driver, AFV
and Aircraft Recognition, etc. ISBN
No: 1-874528-02-0. £7.50 (inc p&p
UK/BFPQ). Available from selected
Naafi Branches, Bookshops or by Visa
or cheque from publishers: MILI-
TARY POCKET BOOKS, PO Box
28, Leven, Beverley, East Yorks HU17
S5LA. Tel/fax: 01964 542878. Visit
www.milpkbk.co.uk 12/00

FREE MILITARY CATA-
LOGUES/ books wanted. Will collect.
Attic Books, Sandowne, Tiverton
Heath, Tarporley, Cheshire CW6
OHN. Tel: 01829 732524 12/00

Military history bargains — books
bought and sold. SAE brings cata-
logue. 15 Woodlands, Saltley,
Birmingham B8 3AG. Tel: 0121 328
2878

BUSINESS OPP

Leaving the Forces? Why not run a
simple home-based business? Call
01592 772885 for a free information
pack. 07/00

10 good people needed. Work from
home FT or PT, UK or abroad
without risking your current job. Call
www.hbitl.net/5120 for more details.
Now open in Cy;

Children's day nursery in Worcs.&
3 bed flat. Turnover £85,000 with
great potential. Currently management
run. Legitimate sale-owner retiring.
£235,000 ono. Next door: five-bed.
Victorian house, beautifully renovated
with two additional s/c. flats currently
rented out. Suitable conversion or
lovely family home. £190,000 ono.
01527-450781. 07/00

Detached three-bedroom Victorian
house/Post Office residential area in
Poole. Salary £17,800, shop profit
£9,000. Retirement sale — ,£2000,000
Telephone 01202 693616 e-mail:
choicecards(@aol.com. 07/00

Leaving the Forces? Want THE job
but not A job? Ex-Services in business?
Join The List - it’s free. Open to
Services/ex-Services and all ranks. The
essential job search and business direc-
tory. “There was not one person con-
tacted through The List who did not
find time to help me,” List member.
www.thelistuk.com Tel: 01483 200
863. P O Box 156, Dunsfold,
Godalming GUS 4YH.

Transport
Instructor Skills

Use these skills to build a
very profitable business,
based on proven credentials,
keeping the transport industry
up-to-date with
the ever-changing regulations.

Lic fee - £8,500
Working capital required —
funding available

Tel: 01476 573 297

FOR SALE

Ex-soldier selling lucrative
ladies’ and schoolwear business
in the heart of Cheshire
Very good turnover and profit

*thence Audi A8 3.7 sports car’

£39.000 + SAV
for quick sale -

01606 591257

Bioflowe Magrotherapy Products

for people and pets.
A drug-free approach
to easing aches and pains

SIXTY-DAY MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE

For product brochure
and more information contact:
Joanne Clements
INDEFENDENT DISTRIBUTOR
Tel/fax: 0181 650 5010
E-mail: jsbcO07@aol.com

(UK AND EUROPEAN DISTRIBUTORS WANTED)

Made-to-order, unique display
cases, corner display units, deep box
frames. Why not show off your gizits,
trophies, models or military insignia?
For details contact: Mill Frame 07967
442986. 07/00

Bob Allport buys, sells, collects
British Army badges and insignia. Cash
paid for collections. SAE for list to 11
Blackthorn Grove Telford TA5 OLL.
Tel 01952-247284.

Nato (KFOR) medal available - full
size £17-62 (UK), £15-00 (BFPQ).
Miniature £8.81 (UK), £7-50 (BFPQ)
plus £1 postage. Send to Miniature
Medals, P.O. Box 4, Hinckley, LEICS.
LE10 3ZT. 08/00

BRITISH ARMY CAP BADGES. 3
x lst stamps for list. Many scarce.
Anthony Webb, 84, Merritt Road,
Greatstone, New Romney, Kent TN28
8SZ. 12/00

ROYAL SIGNALS Sgt’s mess dress,
VGC cond. Tall 6’ - 6°2”, medium
build. Golf ball shirt; braces; dickie
dow; GSM, jacket; trousers; waistcoat;
George boots. £300. POC Stu Allister,
94382 4330. Please leave contact
details. 07/00

Soldier '95 grade 1, jacket £30-00,
shirt £15-00, trousers £15-00, new
shirt or trousers £22-99. 28' LTR,
patrol pack £35-95. Call CAMO 0208
4820556. 07/00

Patrol packs, chest webbing, map
cases, Bergen liners, Goretex clothing,
windproof smocks, Gerber tools. Free
catalogue, telephone Dragon Supplies
01473 822495, 07/00

REME Sergeant's No.1 dress,
immaculate condition with two pairs of
trousers. Worth £8{10 new — will sell for
£500 ono. Size 22, height 5'10", chest
38", waist 32/34", leg 32 1/2". Phone
Kim 01948 664389, 11/00

Military Fine Arts. Britain’s leading
British military art dealer. Access to all
British publishers, artists and dealers.
Send £3.50 for Edition 7, 2,500-item
catalogue (incl 20+ SAS). Cheques
payable to G Jennings-Bramly. 5
Feversham Road, Salisbury SP1 3PP.
Phone: 01722 328523, 12/00

British Military cap badges and
insignia. Send SAE for lists to INKER-
MAN Badges, PO Box 1022,
Coulsdon, Surrey CR5 3]Q. 1200

Cap badges, regimental ties, blazer
badges, medals, insignia. Send £2.00
for list to: Cairncross (Dept S), 31
Belle Vue Street, Filey, North
Yorkshire. Website  address -
www.cairnxson.freeserve.co.uk 12/00

Presentation crystalware and mir-
rors, personalised with inscriptions
and insignia. Trade enquiries welcome.
Paul Stevenson (ex-REME).
www.artemisglass.coouk Tel 01582
459148. Stockwood Craft Cofirtyard
LUI1 4BH gri00

WANTED

LEFT HAND DRIVE
VEHICLES

MINI BUSES/VANS
Any condition
Cash buyer

Tel: 0181 534 4016
(10am to 10.30pm seven days)
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SOLDIER Magazine sells high qual-
ity photo reprints. Details of sizes and
costs are available by calling the
Photographic Department on 01252
347357.

Army Cap Badges. Send SAE plus
80p for lists. Also military cigarette
cards in sets - send SAE for free list.
Clans and Regiments, 14 Elm Grove,
Aldbrough, EastYorkshire HU11 4RQ.
Guarantee and generous discounts

Military insignia sample list, 44
pages, £1.50. Shotton, 7 Peak Road,
Clanfield, Hants or visit
http://freespace.virgin.net/lew.shotton

10/00

Peter Hicks Associates, compre-
hensive range of military figurines
available in resin bronze and silver.
Commissions always considered.
Ring for information/brochure.
Tel/fax: 01380 828382. Website:
www.wiltshire-web.co.uk

E-mail: PHA@FSBDial.co.uk 12/00

e e v ek e e ke ke ok ke ke ke ke ke ok e ke o ke e ke ke e

Regimental Shields, Plagues and
Shieldclocks. In good company with
most regiments and corps of the
British Army we made your shields for
the Falklands, the Gulf and now
Bosnia and Croatia and most other
UN locatons. Let us design vour regi-
mental and operational shields, Write
for a full colour brochure to: Military
Marketing International,  74-77
Steward Street, Ladywood,
Birmingham BA18 7AF. Tel/fax: 0121-
1545393, Minimum order 25 Shields.
£10.95, no VAT outside the UK
Shieldclocks £18.50.

e e v e e v e e e e e i e e e e e e e e e de e ke e

BRITISH ARMY POSTCARDS.
Superb paintings showing regimental
uniforms and equipment. SAE for cat-
alogue and sample to Geoff White, 19
Rushmoor Lane, Backwell, Bristol
BS48 3BN. 10/0

Regimental jumpers - very good reg-
imental jumpers in regimental colours
and other military gifts. For further
information please call 020 7924 5007
or e-mail; info@smartturnout.co.uk

* British and overseas military
badges, collars, titles, formation signs.
Regular comprehensive stock lists
£2.00. Castle Armoury (S), 18 Castle
Street, Dover CT16 1PW. 12/00

Hand embroidered quality wire blaz-
er badges. Send design for sample and
quote. Gemini Insignia Company,
4/477 Khawajgan, Gujrat, Pakistan.

Quality makers of Army, Navy and
Air Force hand-embroidered badges
family crests, pipe banners, sashes md
regimental flags in bullion wire or silk.
MELODIUS brand bagpipes and
accessories, practice chanters, flutes in
sheeshamwood or African
blackwood, drums, bugles and tam-
'nounm\ Old Lil\\]‘t, al ludi 1n irlulruf
ments,

rock hutlnm |\||u~ ant vz Imlusnu.\
21/414 Majidpura, Sialkot-51310,
Pakistan. Tel; 0092-432-580913. Fax:
0092-432-588547.E-mail:

topflyz@skt.comsats.net.pk Website:

www, topflyz.com 12/00

HOLIDAYS

Kissimmee, Orlando - three-bed-
room, two bath villa with own pool
Sleeps 6-8. Disney 15 mins. From
- £325 per week. Contact 01371
8504078 after 6pm 01/01

cocus,
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MAY 27,2000

First (393 runs, £4,300): OCdt RK
Pillans, RMA, Sandhurst.

Second (371 runs, £2,112.50): Maj
AD Burgin, 16 Signal Regt, Rhein-
dahlen.

Third (367 runs, £1,612.50): Pte SA
Banks, 1 RRW, Paderborn.

Fourth (365 runs, £879.17): SSgt ST
Laverie, JSSU Ayios Nikolaos;
WQ2 SJ Randles. 5 Regt AAC,
Aldergrove; SSgt DR Stevens, 4
GS Regt RLC, Abingdon.

Seventh (363 runs, £312.50): Cpl AP
Evans, 210 Squn RLC (V), Sutton;
W02 MJ Payne, 106 Regt RA (V),
London; Sgt AG Quinn-Williams, 1
RRW, Paderborn.

Note Only 9 prizes this week. Rule 9
applies.

PRIZE MONEY UP AGAIN! Owing to

increased ticket sales, weekly prize

money increased to £12,000 with a
top prize of £4,400 (efective June
3).

JUNE 3, 2000

First (291 runs, £2,200):Capt AK
Fisher, HQ 143 (WM) Bde, Shrews-

bury.

Second (283 runs, £2,200):Tpr MJ
Stevens, QRL, Osnabriick.

Third (278 runs, £1,450):A Tpr MJ
Cochrane, 4 Regt AAC, Wattisham;
Sgt A Martin, JSSU Digby.

Fifth (275 runs, £900):SSgt WJ Kerr,
AFCO Southampton.

Sixth (274 runs, £600):Maj AG Net-
ting, HQ DEME (A), Arborfield.

Seventh (273 runs, £400):Cpl DM
Wight, 1 Regt AAC, Gutersloh.

Eighth (269 runs, £300):LBdr DJ
Quinn, 40 Regt RA, Topcliffe.

Ninth (267 runs, £200):Maj NJ Bate-
son, 3 (UK) Div Signal Regt, Bul-
ford.

RMY SPOR OTTERY RES |

Tonﬂa(mmm,m)?te(ﬂ,m
wood, 1 GS Regt RALC, Giltersloh;
Cath O'Neill, 1 eridt,m

JUNE 10, 2000
First (379 runs, £4400):Col ﬁ&l
Bacon, MOD.

8ooond(307mno,£22w) W02 KJ
Hindley, HQ 12 Mech Bde.

Third (354 runs, £1700). wo2 is
Norton, 38

Fourth (350 ,050°

rum. ‘each):

CaptSHilI 1 RRW; Cpl IJ Lloyd, 1

SIxth (348 runs, £600): WO2 $L
ATSA Woolwich.

WO2 AP Gig, 1 BN REME;

GA Smithers, 2 PWRR. k '
Tenth (335 runs, £100): WO1 R Qom-'

very, RMAS.

NOTICES " REUNIONS

CHARITY COMMISSION CHY-116D
CHARITY: THE WELCH REGIMENT
MUSEUM - 273195

REFERENCE: EN/157225/AF(

Commission has made a
Scheme to amend the trusts of this charity

The Charity

A copy can be seen for the next month at
Regimental Headquarters, the Royal
Regiment of Wales. Maindy Barracks,
Cardiff CFI4 3YE or can be obtained by
sending a stamped, addressed enve

The Charity Commission, Wood
House. Tangier. Taunton, Somerset TAl
4BL., quoting the above reference

The publishers of Soldier Magazine cannot
accept responsibility for the accuracy of amy
advertisement or for any losses suffered as a
result. Readers are strongly recommended to
make their own enguiries and seek appropriate
commercial, legal and financial advice before
sending any money or entering into any legally
binding agreement.

Dave, radio-communicator from
Scotland, who was in Weymouth
between September 27 & October 1,
1999. Please contact Angela Moser c/o
Cler Sager, Gewerbehofstrasse 4, CH-
2503 Biel Switzerland - Phone 0041
32 323 68 76 or e-mail
Venusstar24(@hotmail.com.

SERVICES

Inexpensive and comprehensive cover.
Are you currently paying too much?
Don't wait for your renewal date — find
out now. Call Elite Insurance Services
FREE on 0800 (963058.

We are impartial and independent.

Join the
Army Sports Lottery

Application forms avail-
able from your RAO
or from
the Lottery Manager,
Aldershot Mil ext. 3550

SEA ANGLING

TRUE BLUE CHARTERS

offer a complete angling package out of
Poole aboard the angling charter boat

“True Blue”

{owned and skippered by ex-Army member)
Special rates for all midweek MOD bookings
Telephone STEVE PORTER for prices
and details of a package to suit you

Tel: 01202 665482 mobile: 07967 598669

Or check it out at: www.trueblue33.co.uk

BLOCK CAPITALS)

WORDS AT 65p =
X INSERTIONS
VAT AT 17.5%
BOX NUMBER (INC. VAT)
TOTAL ENCLOSED =
CHEQUE/PQO Number

BE

35

(Payable to SOLDIER)

If you need more space, or do not wish to cut the magazine, please write clearly on plain paper.
COST: 65p PER WORD, MINIMUM CHARGE £13.00. VAT AT 17.5% MUST BE ADDED
NB: NAME AND ADDRESS AND/OR PHONE NUMBER SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN COST AND ONLY ONE WORD
SHOULD BE INSERTED IN EACH BOX.
IE YOU REQUIRE A CONFIDENTIAL BOX NUMBER ADD £3.00 (INC. VAT) PER INSERTION AND TICK BOX Q

ALL CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS MUST BE PREPAID AND WILL BE INSERTED IN THE FIRST AVAILABLE ISSUE




Diary
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DATES

JULY

Weekends: Horse Guards,
Whitehall open, free, 1030-1600
(020 7414 2360).

8-9: Parachute Spectacular,
Southsea Common, Hants.
10-15: Royal Military Tattoo
2000, Horse Guards, in aid of
principal Service charities.

12: Kneller Hall concert (Band
of Royal Signals), 8pm (gates
open 6pm). £4 on night.
Advance sales for minimum
booking of ten. Details on 020
8898 5533, ticket hotline 020
8744 8646.

12: Open day at Chivenor RM
Barracks, Barnstaple, Devon,
0930-1630, including Red
Arrows and tri-Service displays.
15: Defence, Intelligence and
Security Centre open day,
Chicksands, Beds. Open 0900.
20: Harmony 2000 Young
Musicians, Kneller Hall. Entry
£1. See also July 12.

22-23: International Air Tattoo,
RAF Cottismore.

26: Kneller Hall concert (Bands @
of RLC and REME). See June 14. |
AUGUST ;
9: Kneller Hall concert (Bands of
RA and AAC). See July 12.
SEPTEMBER

5-10: Middle Wallop Inter-
national Air Show (tickets 0115
912 9196; www.mwias.com)
12-16: Royal Hospital, Chelsea
Son et Lumiére 2000 — Men in
Scarlet (020 7881 5308/9).
22-24: North Wales Millennium |8
Youth Services Tattoo, Eirias Park, |
Colwyn Bay. Standard bearers
please fax 01745 583794. }
OCTOBER e
27: Isle of Thanet RBL Festival |8
of Remembrance, Winter Gard- [§
ens, Margate. Tickets, enquiries:
Dennis Stokes, 01843 292882,
NOVEMBER ;
25-26: Birmingham International §
Tattoo, National Indoor Arena.

Norway remembers

Namsos ‘Dunkirk’

The names of the York and Lan-
caster Regiment, the King's Own
Yorkshire Light Infantry and the
Royal Lincolnshire Regiment are
inscribed on a memorial unveiled at
Namsos, central Norway, on May
17, Norway’s national day.

British forces were evacuated
from Namsos in May 1940, suffer-
ing many casualties. In all, 4,500
British Servicemen lost their lives in
the Norwegian campaign.

The memorial, which also bears
the name of Royal Navy ships
which lost personnel during the
hazardous operation, is fashioned
from a large boulder. Sponsored by
the Friends of War Memorials
organisation, it was unveiled by
British Ambassador Richard Dales.

Masterclass: Soldier cartoonist Chip Wood put on
what he describes as his “Rolf Harris” performance
when he visited the Scots Dragoon Guards battle-
group HQ at Podujevo in Kosovo in company with
chief photographer Mike Weston. He passed on
tips about the art of cartooning, told some funny
stories and completed a quick caricature of Tpr
David West. Chip, a former major in the Royal
Engineers, will be drawing on his Kosovo trip
for cartoon inspiration.

Horse Guards
make-over
for RMT 2000

HERE'S an update on the Royal Military
Tattoo 2000 taking place on Horse Guards
from July 10 to 15. The MoD's spectacular
tri-Service millennium celebration will involve
more than 1,800 Service personnel in a
script written by Rosemary Anne Sissons of
Upstairs Downstairs fame.

Voice-overs of some of the principal his-
torical roles are being contributed by Dame
Judi Dench (as Elizabeth |), Robert Hardy
(Winston Churchill), Prunella Scales
(Queen Victoria), Hanna Gordon (Nell
Gwyn), Timothy West (Duke of Wellington)
and Anthony Andrews (Admiral Horatio Nelson).

Other contributions will be made by actors
Edward Woodward, Keith Michell, Peter
Bowles, Nickolas Grace, Denis Quilley, Michael
Williams and Martin Jarvis. Viscount Mont-
gomery of El Alamein will speak the words of his
father, Monty.

The two-hour pageant will be performed on a
Horse Guards arena transformed by 13,000-seat
grandstands, a 300-sq metre video screen and
3,500 tons of a special mixture of sand, silicone
and wax to transform the gravel parade ground
into a horse-friendly surface. Tickets ranging from
£20 to £50 are available on 0870 241 0301. All
profits will go to the principal Service charities."

It's a promotion hot-spot

If you want to get ahead, get recruiting. Four
members of staff in the Middlesbrough careers
office have been promoted within a few weeks.
So take a bow SSgt Brian Gerrard RA, SSgt
Colin Fletcher RE, SSgt Mo Donaghy RLC and
SSgt Russ Shield, R Signals.

‘Scots Guards
take control

For years and years you never see any Acad-
emy Sergeant Majors from the Scots Guards,
then suddenly two come along at once. After
three years in post, WO1 Alan Crawford, left,
the first Scots Guardsman to hold the covet-
ed appointment at the Royal Military Acade-
my Sandhurst, handed over to WO1 Ronnie
Convery, right.

Both are former RSMs of the 1st Battalion,
with WO1 Convery recently completing a
two-year tour at Ballykinler in Northern Ire-
land. WO1 Crawford has been posted back to
the battalion as a late entry officer.

® WO1 Joe Farrell was succeeded as RSM
at Shrivenham by WO1 Peter McNab at the
end of May. As both are Scots Guardsmen,
and in the light of the Staff College's immi-
nent move to Shrivenham, the regiment may
claim through its warrant officers to have
unique influence. All officer cadets and offi-
cers at Sandhurst have a Scots Guards RSM,
as do officers attending the staff colleges.

¢~ RDG ski guides forge

cross-border bonds

Capt Peter May,
quartermaster
of The Royal
Dragoon
Guards, guides
Bethan Collins,
a blind student
from Trinity Col-
lege, Dublin, on
to the slopes at
Schladming in
Austria. It was
the 12th year
that the regi-
ment had taken
visually-
impaired people
from Southern
Ireland on a
week-long ski
outing. Asked

- why soldiers
from a Northern Irish regiment had chosen a pro-
ject linked with the south, Peter, who organised the
event, said it helped them develop some of the
qualities they used in their peacekeeping role.

Of the trip, he said: “Bethan was on her first
week of skiing. Unbeknown to her, her final run

“had a large audience of holidaymakers on a pretty

challenging red run. My job satisfaction watching

her complete it without a fall went off the scale.” If
anyone wants more details, Peter can be contact-
ed c/o the RDG, York Barracks, BFPO 17 or at

www.rdg.co.uk
Tree planted for LCpl Cripps

A flowering cherry tree was planted by Mrs
Helena Cripps, widow of LCpl Paul Cripps, after a
memorial service for the 6 Supply Regiment RLC
soldier who died while on duty at Princess Royal
Barracks, Gutersloh on January 14. LCpl Cripps,
25, a section commander with 61 Ammunition
Squadron, died after an accidental fall and his
ashes were laid to rest in Coventry. The tree plant-
ed in his name is in the Regimental HQ garden at
the Princess Royal Barracks.
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Bush doctor Nick
saves gore victim

SSGT Nick Rushby RAMC, pictured below, is
a bit of a hero in the bush. The medic, serving
in Kenya with 35 Engineer Regiment's 29
Field Squadron, has been g

given a Masai tribal spear
for saving the life of a 60-
year-old man badly gored
by a buffalo.

Nick was based several
hours north of Nairobi with
the squadron when the call
for help arrived. After a 20-
minute flight in a two-
seater aircraft, a ride by
trail motor-cycle across
untracked bush and dried
riverbeds, and a last leg in
a battered jeep, he arrived
in the dying light to find an
old man propped against a
tree, blood seeping from a
fist-sized hole in his chest.

With three jagged ribs
protruding from his wound,
the man was deep in
shock. Nick, who learned to his horror that the
buffalo attack had happened six hours earlier,
was amazed his patient was still alive. He

quickly sealed the hole with a field dressing
but failed to get a vital saline drip — essential if
the Masai was to survive the evacuation to
hospital — into the man's
arm because his peripher-
al circulation had closed
down. “So,” said Nick, I
cut the end off the giving
set [the pipe that links the
fluid to the cannula] and
inserted it up his back-
side.”

Nick's neat improvisa-
tion worked so well*he got
a litre of the life-saving
solution into the barely
conscious victim, and a
further litre during the 2'/2
hours that it took for the
jeep to negotiate the rough
bush tracks back to a road.

To everyone's surprise,
Nick's Masai reached hos-
pital alive. “The old man's
survival can in no uncer-
tain terms be described as amazing,” was how
the British Army medic put it. “The initial attack
alone would have killed a lesser man.”

Lancashire Fusiliers return to police station at Ismailia

Former Lancashire Fusiliers Walter Ben-
tham and Brian Fairhurst were given a sur-
_prisingly friendly welcome when they called at
the new police station at Ismailia in Egypt to
hand over a regimental plaque. They learned
that the old police station, which the Lancs
Fusiliers attacked in January 1952, had been
demolished.

Walter and Brian were met by Gen Shafie
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Elashry, who was distressed to be told the two
men had been denied permission to photo-
graph the graves of their fallen comrades.
Walter said: “They were so friendly to us and
the police were amazed when we told them we
had not been awarded medals for service in
the Canal Zone. They were very proud that the
police of 1950-54 stood up against the British
Army and honour their dead and living heroes.”

| Foresters opt
for long-ball
soccer tactics

ASHBOURNE in Derbyshire is re-
nowned for sustaining the ancient
English custom of street football
said to be a form of “murderball”
plaved at Shrovetide each year.

During the First World War,
Ashbourne was home to C Com-
pany, 1st/6th Battalion, The Sher-
wood Foresters, later sent to the
Western Front. Records describe
how, during a period in reserve in
France, the Ashbourne men
sought permission to organise a
game of Shrovetide football at their
base at Ivergny, near Sus St Leger.
The town’s Shrovetide committee
agreed and sent them a special ball.

MILE-LONG PITCH

On March 7, 1916, a mile-long
pitch, which included the village
duck pond, was marked out . . . to
the amazement of local people.

For the rest of the day the game
raged “with enthusiasm”. Eventu-
ally Pte Jack Robinson “goaled” the
ball, which was inscribed and pre-
sented to him.

He returned home at the end of
the war and continued his service
with the Territorial Army, re-enlist-
ing during the Second World War
for home duties in the Military
Police.

Four months after the game at
Ivergny, the 1st/6th Battalion, a
part of 139 Brigade, 46th Division,
fought with distinction at Gomme-
court on July 1, 1916, the opening
day of the Battle of the Somme.

The WFR (Sherwood Foresters) Museum in
Nottingham Castle is open from 1000-1700
weekdays (free) and weekends (entrance fee
charged. Details from RHQ on 0115 9465415.

To appear in this feature, contact the Editor

War games:
Pte Jack

Robinson
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Shrovetide
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Tall story

@ Sgt lan Pratt has a tough job not
looking down on his soldiers. At 7ft, he
towers above most of them. The TA soldier
serving with Leicester-based combat
ambulance unit C (222 East Midlands)
Medical Squadron, 4 General Support
Medical Regtmem RLC (V), is pictured with
new recruits Eliza-

beth Egundebi, left,
and Patel Kamini,
who at 4ft 10in just
makes it up to lan’s
elbow.

Picture: Gareth Griffiths

@ A plaque in
memory of 21 men of
the Worcestershire
Regiment who died
during the Malayan
Emergency in the
1950s was unveiled in
St George's Chapel,
Worcester Cathedral,
on June 17. The
plague was the initia-
tive of a group of
Malaya veterans who
raised the money to
pay for it. After the
dedication, more than
500 Malaya veterans
and other old com-
rades paraded
through the city centre

: “ to celebrate the 50th
anniversary of the regiment's Freedom of
Worcester.

By coincidence, also on June 17, a
plaque to the fallen was unveiled at the
Batu Gajah Christian Cemetery (known
locally as God's Little Acre), near Ipoh,
Malaysia, by the Perak Planters’ Associa-
tion. It includes the name of John Thomp-
son of the regiment.

® A formal affiliation has been cement-
ed between HMS Chiddingfold, a Hunt-
class mine counter-measures vessel
based in Portsmouth, and 101 (City of
London) Engineer Regiment (EOD)(V).

@ LCpl Kevin Dowdles of the 1st Bat-
talion, The Black Watch, passed out top of
the class in an internal JNCOs’ cadre
which started with 60 candidates. The
Black Watch is swopping its Highland
home for a move to Fallingbostel, Ger-
many, where it will replace the 1st Battal-
ion, The Royal Highland Fusiliers and
re-role as an armoured infantry battalion
with Warrior.

@ Hertfordshire Army Cadet Force
believes it has recorded a first in twin
brothers Sgt Richard and CSgt Luke
Checkley achieving master cadet status at
the same time. The 18-year-olds joined
Rickmansworth Army Cadet (Irish Guard)
Detachment on the same day in Septem-
ber 1994 and have chased each other
through the ACF’s star achievements
system ever since. Both plan to go to uni-
versity before making their minds up about
an Army career.

N o

All for Callum: Sgt Peter Fyffe, who sur-
vived the “friendly fire” attack by an Amer-
ican A-10 Thunderbolt which killed nine
fellow soldiers travelling in two British
Army Warrior armoured vehicles during
the Gulf War, is raising money to help a
three-year-old cancer victim.

Sgt Fyffe, right, a qualified tank com-
mander with The King’s Royal Hussars, is
now a platoon sergeant training recruits at
ATR Winchester. Pictured with him are
young Callum Kenny and his parents,
Heidi and Darren. So far Peter has collect-
ed £2,000 towards sending Callum, suffer-
ing from a tumour on his spine and
undergoing chemotherapy, to Disneyland
in Florida.

If anyone wants to help, Peter can he
contacted at 4 Troop, A Squadron, ATR
Winchester, SO22 6NQ.

Watch Jim record
Generation Game

IF you want to be part of the audience for
recordings of the next series of comic Jim
Davidson’s popular TV show, The Generation
Game, free tickets are available to Service
personnel and their families (children,
though, have to be 16 or over).

The dates are July 5, 7, 19 and 21; August
4,16, 18 and 30; September 1, 13, 15 and
29; October 1, 10, 12, 25 and 27; and
November 22 and 24.

Doors at the BBC Television Centre, Wood
Lane, London W12 open at 1900. Nearest
tube to the Television Centre is White City.

For free tickets, call 020 8576 1227 or e-
mail tv.ticket.unit@bbec.uk

Northamptonshire Regiment: Annual
reunion of Northamptonshire Regiment
Association and Royal Anglian Regiment
Association (Northamptonshire Branch),
Northampton, July 8-9. AGM, dinner and
reception by ticket only from TA Centre,
Clare Street, Northampton NN1 3JQ.

Warrant Officers and Sergeants Associ-
ation, Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment:
50th anniversary celebration dinner at the
Conservative Club in Surbiton on July 14.

Joint Helicopter Support Unit: 18th
anniversary reunion, July 27. Former mem-
bers welcome. Details from RAF Odiham
Mil 7396 or 01256 702134 ext 7396.

Royal Gloucestershire, Berkshire and Wilt-
shire Regiment: Reunion weekend in Salis-
bury, July 29-30, open to former members of
Glosters, Royal Berkshire Regt, Royal Wilt-
shire Regt, DERR (1959-94), past and pre-
sent RGBW. Ring RGBW RHQ on 01722
414536 or e-mail RHQRGBW@cs.com

16 Signal Regiment (1960s): Reunion on
Sept 1-4, to include HQ BAOR Sig Tp Reunion
Club. Details of the “60’s 16ers” and reunion
from Chris Bartlett, 45 Whitehouse Road,

Leigh on Sea, Essex SS9 5SR (tel 01702
524620) or e-mail chris60’s16er @tesco.net

723 (CS) Squad RM (1959-60): Reunion at
Exmouth, Sept 8. Ring Dave Prichard on 029
20790233.

Wolverhampton Guards (Household Divi-
sion): First Thursday of the month at WUISC,
Humber Rd, Wolverhampton. Dinner- dance,
Sept 22. Ring Ted Clarke on 0121 552 2227.

4th (1/4th and 2/4th) and 4/5th (TA) Battal-
ions, The Royal Hampshire Regiment: 54th
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Lin 1 very fead-
strated Pals series publ:shed

RAMC in safe hands

RHQ of the Royal Army Medical Corps at Keogh
Barracks near Aldershot currently boasts a hier-
archy entirely of former apprentices from the
now defunct RAMC Apprentices’ College. From
left are retired officers Lt Col Terry Reeves (an
apprentice from 1956 to 1959), the corps secre-
tary; Brig Malcolm Ratcliffe (1959-61), Repre-
sentative Colonel Commandant; Lt Col John
Harvey (1959-61), regimental secretary; and
Capt Peter Starling (1964-66), curator of the
RAMC Museum. Picture: Steve Dock

annual reunion, Newburgh House, Winches-
ter, Sept 23. Tickets, details from Maj lan
Taylor, 4 Cedar Wood Close, Fair Oak, East-
leigh, Hants SO50 7LN (tel 023 8069 4771) or
Western HQ, PWRR, Serles House, South-
gate Street, Winchester SO23 9EG.

4th Regiment RA, Walsall: Reunion dinner at
Walsall, Oct 14. Details: Mick Avery on 01902
570942 or Pete Lazell on 020 734 15278.

National Service Veterans Alliance: Reunion,
Oct 14-15 at Britannia Hotel, Coventry. Details
from Ken Wakeman on 020 8850 2246.
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Senior appointments: Gen Sir Roger Wheel-
er, Hon Colonel Oxford University OTC, Mar
10; Maj Gen F R Viggars, Deputy Col Com-
mandant AGC, May 11; Lt Gen Sir Roderick
Cordy-Simpson, Col LD, May 22.

Brigadiers: M C H Manners-Smith to be HS
Language Trg Camp Comdt (AD), May 9; P T
C Pearson to be ACOS G3 Trg, HQ Land, May
8: D R Wilson to be Comd HQ 49 (E) Bde, May
15; D E Radcliffe to be Chief of Staff Com-
mand Group HQ BF Cyprus, June 1.

Colonels: G R Coward to be DJW D Comd,
May 10; S C Hall to be Comd UK NSE Split,
May 10; D H A Blease to be Chief CJ3, May
15: A Anthistle to be AD Def Log (ISS), May
22; K L Cogpill to be Clinical Adviser PHC
Osnabriick, MRS, May 22; C W Lyon Dean to
be Medical Officer 9 Sig Regt (Radio), May 22;
H H McNinch to be COS UN Mil HQ Democra-
tic Republic Congo, May 24; J A M A Selfe to
be Colonel (W) Dep Director Prog Man Office
DCIS (A), May 22; C G Le Brun to be Colonel
Inf MCM Div, May 22.

A B Barton to be DACOS G4 Ops & Plans
HQ Land, Jun 2; A P Farquhar to be Comd HQ
15 (NE) Bde, May 29; A D Meek to be Comd
HQ 143 (WM) Bde/9 Regt AFHQ, May 30; T P
Grimshaw to be DCOS HQ 4 Div, Jun 2; C J
Kitchener to be Colonel PPPA, May 31.

Lieutenant Colonels: P V Atwell RA —
D/Bowman, Apr 10; C J Barkes RLC — to HQ
LISA Andover, Apr 1; J A Bourne AAC —to DA
Vienna, Jun 3; T S Brand RE - to BMM
Kuwait, Aug 23; R D Bruce, R Irish —to DNBC
Centre, Oct 2; N S Chapman, Cheshire — to
DTDT, Jul 24; M P Dodson, Hidrs — to HQ AG,
Jun 20; G D Duthoit, R Anglian - to DA Rabat,
Jun 11; M R England RLC — to HQ LISA, Apr
1; R J Eustage AAC —to HQ ATRA, May 22; H
M Fletcher, Para — to DOC, Jun 26; D A
Gibson AGC(SPS) - to G3 Comd Plans HQ
Land, May 8; P N Hinde LI — to G3 Trg HQ
Land, May 8; A P Hudson, R Signals —to APC,
Apr 10; D Kershaw AGC(SPS) —to HQNI, Sep
18; K C McQuilton REME — to SEME, Jul 3.

J F Pelton RE —to HQ AG, Jun 12; P A
Shewry REME - to HQ DEME(A), Jun 18; J R
Suggitt Int Corps — to DJW, May 15; C J

APPOINTMENTS

Thackray, R Signals —to DGD&D, Sept 4; D F
Venn AAC - to JSCS, Aug 28; P G Walker, R
Signals — to HQ BF Cyprus, Mar 24; S P
Wallis, R Signals — to SANGCOM, May 24.

J F J Allen RLC — to HQ UKSC(G), Apr 25;
D J W Baylis, R Anglian — to RHQ AFSOUTH,
Jul 24; N C Best RA —to DPA, Jul 24; AT Boyd
RLC — to MONUC, Jul 25; A G Brand, R Sig-
nals — to HQ Land, Apr 3; N T Campbell RHF
—to UNTAT, Jun 9; N D Cooke RA —to CATC,
May 15; R J Cripwell RE — to HQ KFOR, Apr
17; R Crook REME — to DPA, Jun 26; R W
Currie QRH - to CJPS, Jun 4; A J S Edington
RE — to DCC(A), May 22; G K Gibbs RE —to
HQ Land, Jul 31; R D Gibson RE —to APC, Jul
10; R G R Hall RE — to HQ KFOR; Jun 20.

J M R Henderson REME — to SHAPE, May
15; R T Hoole, R Signals — to HQ Land, Apr 3;
P D Jones, R Anglian — to UNOMIG, Apr 28; P
G J Keating AGC(SPS) — to DGICS, Jun 12; P
J King - to HQ 1 (UK) Armd Div, Sept 11; P L
Kirkbride RLC — to PJHQ(UK), Nov 27; D Lit-
tlewood RLC — to CATDC Australia, Aug 1; H
M McGarva RHF — to HQ Chilwell Station, Jun
14; G M McNamara RE — to UNFICYP, Oct 2;
S K Macrostie, R Signals —to Jul 17; J E Men-
donca QLR - to DCDS(Pers), Mar 20.

T V Myatt QRH — to MONUC, May 22; K K
W Parsons, R Signals —to SHAPE, Jul 31; JF
Pelton RE — to HQ AG, Jun 12; J M N Powell
RRW — to DPA, Sept 25; P A Robertson RLC
—to HQ BRITFOR, Mar 30; J W Shanahan RE
— to HQ KFOR, April 16; G D Shuttleworth
DWR —to HQ NI, May 22; A M Speight RLC —
to HQ 4 Div, Jun 12; S W L Strickland KORBR
—to MONUC, May 8; A S Taylor RLC — to HQ
KFOR, Mar 25; M C H Underhill RLC - to
MATT(SL), Apr 17; M C vander Lande LG —to
HQ KFOR, Jul 19; T R Wilson QDG - to
JSCSC, Aug 7; P P Winchcombe RLC —
DLO, Sept 11; S P Wolsey RA — to JSCSC,
Aug 29.

Retirements

Brigadiers: M J Blyth, late RCT, retired May
14; J A Thorp, late RE, retired May 10.

Colonel: D T | Glyn-Owen, late WG, retired
May 29.

JATE(U) Association: Newly-
formed organisation open to all
former, serving members of
JATE/JATEU. Write to or call
JATE(U) Association, RAF
Brize Norton, Carterton, Oxon
OX18 3LX (tel 01993 897843
or 896282).

Sgt Ken Tripp, stationed at
Blockley in Cotswolds during
Second World War, would like
to hear from British military
friends. Replies to 70 Fruit St,
Norfolk, Ma 02056, USA.

Ex-LCpls Julie and Spike

Elliott wish to hear from WCpl Cherie Morgan
(née Paterson), based at JHQ Rheindahlen
in 1988 and LCpl Tony Morgan, RAMC, who
was at Munster. Replies to Mr and Mrs Elliott,
4 Friars Close, Colchester, Essex CO4 4SA.

Peter (Tich) Andrews wishes to contact former
members of 6 Squadron RCT (1971-75),
attached 4 Div Regt, Glamorgan Barracks,
Duisburg, especially anyone from B Troop or
HQ Troop. Replies to 12 Old Mill Road, Wind-

On his posting to France in mill
1939, Pte W F Mathews (or
Matihews), RAOC, left his kit
box with a friend at Bovington
Camp, Dorset. Pte Mathews,
died of wounds at Dunkirk.
He is believed to have mar-
ried a woman who worked in
the Naafi and came from the
Isle of Wight. On behalf of his
father, W H Hilton wishes to
return the kit box to Pte Math-
ews’s family. Contact him at
24 Stoborough Green, Ware-
ham, Dorset BH20 5BA (tel
01929 553895).

Estate, Conisbrough,
Doncaster DN12 2DN or
Pete12@btinternet.com

John Bright (Advance Wire-
less Section, 1st British Corps,
1942-45) would like to hear
from others who served in his
unit from 1942 in Barnbor-
ough, Yorkshire, via West Kil-
bride, Weybridge and Juno
Beach (D-Day), France, Hol-
land and Germany to Iserlohn.
Annual reunions already held
and Hash Harkin, Jack Walsh,
Ken Hands, Johnny Sharples,
Cyril Dorman, Jacko Jack and
Doug Smith contacted. Details from 22 Mer-
rilies Crescent, Holland on Sea, Essex CO15
5XX.

Former Pte Tom Colquitt, Royal Norfolk
Regiment, seeks news of comrades from 2nd
and 7th Battalions: Capt G Woodward, Lt
Percy Price, Nobby Clarke, Bob Butcher,
Alfie Barffe, Sid Mace, Leslie Long and
Chalky White. Replies to William Ward, 19A
Fen End, Over, Cambridge CB4 5NE.

@




|

Books

Tinkering with history
turns victory to defeat

PETER Tsouras, a senior analyst
at the US Army National Intelli-
gence Centre, introduces a few
minor adjustments to
the early stages of
the D-Day campaign
to produce a “what-
might-have-hap-
pened-if" account of
the great invasion. IF
this unit had been in
a different position, IF
the weather had
been worse than it
was, IF an order had
been slightly mis-
judged. As the mission gathers
momentum, the impact of
Tsouras’s subtle alterations in
Disaster at D-Day (Greenhill,
£11.99) make a catastrophic dif-
ference to the outcome.

Warwick colonels
under microscope

SEEK Glory, Now Keep Glory
(Helion, £26.95) is the first book
to deal specifically with the 1st
Battalion, The Royal
Warwickshire Regi-
ment during the First
World War.

It is particularly
detailed on the “two
colonels” affair of
August 1914, when
Lt Col Mainwaring
and Lt Col Elkington
(later of the Royal
Warwicks) were
alleged to have agreed to surren-
der their troops en masse to save
the town of St Quentin from
destruction by the advancing Ger-
mans. Although both officers and
most of their men escaped, the
scandal ended in courts martial.

John Ashhy

Another perspective
on victory in Balkans

NATO waged a successful cam-
paign to prevent genocide in the
Balkans . . . ordid it? In Nato's

Nn.l,n .S Empty Victory (Cato,

£13.99) Ted Galen
EMPT Y Carpenter conducts a
VICTORY

post-mortem which
comes to a different
conclusion. He intro-
duces, and con-
tributes to, a series of
essays on the war in
former Yugoslavia.
Nato might have
prevented Belgrade
from cleansing Kosovo of its
ethnic Albanians, but the Kosovo
Liberation Army is now pursuing
an equally systematic strategy to
cleanse the province of Serbs.
Contributors include Christopher
Layne, James George Jatras,
Doug Bandow and Stanley Kober.

[
alkan War

Ted Galen \:mh'hl»‘rr‘@J

Going into a
spin over war

AWARD-WINNING journal-
ist Phillip Knightley has updat-
ed his 1975 publication of The
First Casualry to include three
new chapters which question
the future role of war corre-
spondents after allegations of
media management in Kosovo
and the Gulf.

Knightley is worried that the
days of objective reporting are
over and that the media are so
keen to step into line with gov-
ernment policy during times of
war they are willing to become
military spin-doctors.

He comments: “In fact, I
predict that control of war cor-
respondents — both open and
covert — will be even tighter
and that in general this will be
accepted by the media because
in wartime it considers its com-
mercial and political interests
lie in supporting the govern-
ment of the day.”

There are criticisms within
these chapters of dogmatic
journalists stirring up a wave of
anti-Serbian and Iraqi feeling
with stories of war crimes that
were pulled from “the drawer

The First Casualty by Phillip
Knightley. (Prion, paperback,

£12))

of artrocities from previous
wars”, according to Dr Mark
Almond, a Balkans expert at
Oxford University quoted by
Knightley.

However, there is nothing
new in this. “The first casualty,
when war comes, is truth”,
said Senator Hiram Johnson in
1917 — and earlier chapters of
the book reveal reports of out-
landish atrocity stories from
the First World War and the
faking of stories as far back as
the American Civil War.

“Junius Browne of the New
York Tribune collected from
officers details of the Battle of
Pea Ridge (March 1862) and
wrote a brilliant, but entrely
imaginary, eye-witness report,”
writes Knightley.

The picture painted of the
war correspondent in the book
is not entirely black and
Knightley tries hard to make
reference to the journalists
who went out of their way to

beat censorship restraints or
give objective accounts.

In a recent example, Knight-
ley pays compliment to John
Simpson, the BBC’s veteran
war correspondent, who faced
a hail of criticism for daring to
report the Nato bombing of
Serbia and Kosovo from within
Belgrade. In the book Simpson
refutes claims that he was a
“glove-puppet” for Slobodan
Milosevic and emphasises the
true role of the war correspon-
dent.

“Journalism is about telling
people more, not less,” Simp-
son says. “There was no point
in staying in Belgrade if we
couldn’t work properly, but we
were free to say what we
wanted to say.”

Knightley shows the good,
the bad and the downright use-
less correspondents since their
emergence in the Crimean war
and anyone with the remotest
interest in the media or the mil-
itary would find this a fascinat-
ing insight into what the
general public is not always
told. — MW

The Great War: Opening Moves
edited by HW Wilson and J A
Hammerton. This illustrated his-
tory of the First World War,
reprinted from the 1914 and
1915 editions of The War llius-
trated, is a blockbuster in every
sense — a hefty, large-format
volume with a price to match. It
offers a huge collection of eye-
witness testimonies. (Trident
Press International, £50.)

The Second World War:
Blitzkrieg edited by Sir John
Hammerton. Another immense
offering from the Trident Press
International stable, this time
covering the period from January

Soldier ordering service

All books mentioned on these pages are
available from Helion & Company, who
can also supply 14,500 in-print military
books and operate a free booksearch;
p&p is extra. All major credit/switch
cards taken. Please allow up to 28 days

to July 1940 as reported in The
War lllustrated, issues 21 to 44.
(£25.)

Nothing Less Than Victory:
The Oral History of D-Day by
Russell Miller. Former Soldier
writer's unsurpassed collection
of eye-witness stories. first pub-
lished in 1993, (Pimlico, paper-
back, £12.50.)

Panzer edited by Dr Russell Hart
and Dr Niall Barr. lllustrated his-
tory of German armour forces in
the Second World War includes
more than 200 previously unpub-
lished pictures. (Aurum Press,
large-format hardback, £19.99.)

for delivery. Postal address: Helion &
Company, 26 Willow Road, Solihull,
West Midlands B91 1UE, UK (tel 0121
705 3393; fax 0121 711 1315).
E-mail: books @helion.co.uk
Website: http://www.helion.co.uk
;

Kosovo-Serbia: A Just War?
edited by Frank Columbus.
Analyses and questions the
American motivation for inter-
vening in Kosovo. (Nova Sci-
ence Publishers, New York,
paperback; from Gazelle, tel
01254 68765 at £16.99.)

Tanks of the World by David
Miller. Superbly illustrated direc-
tory of tanks from the First World
War to the present day, puby
lished in a handy format for the
enthusiast clambering around
the Tank Museum at Bovington.
Part of the Salamander lllustrat-
ed Directory series. (Salaman-
der, £7.99.)

Long Range Desert Group by
W B Kennedy Shaw. The author
served as an intelligence officer
with the ground-breaking LRDG
and gives an insight into its oper-
ations. (Greenhill Books, £10.99.)
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Former
National
Serviceman
makes a
spectacle
of himself

Oi, you: Former
Defence Secre-
tary and National
Serviceman Tom
King MP (in
civvies) is given
an earwigging by
WO2 (CSM) Eddie
Manners, Scots
Guards, for
coming on
parade with dirty
glasses. The
occasion was the
Imperial War
Museum launch
of a new paperback edition of
Brasso, Blanco and Bull to
coincide with the ending of

National Service 40 years ago.
Far left is Tim Rogerson and
second right author Tony

Thorne, both in authentic
1950s uniform. See below.
Picture: Steve Dock

Horsing around
for a princess

IT WAS one of the most
memorable cries ever to be
heard emanating from a
sergeant major’s hoarse throat
on any parade ground.

_ “You, Sir, King, Sir. Move
vour feet sharpish, Sir. You are
the idlest King on this parade,
Sirl”

Addressed, one must hastily
add, not to the Rt Hon Tom
King MP, one-time National
Serviceman and more latterly
Secretary of State for Defence
— pictured above by our
photographer enduring a
similar humiliation — but
to the late King Hussein
of Jordan, on the parade
ground at Sandhurst.

The famous dressing-
down of the much-
lamented monarch is
quoted by Tony Thorne
in Brasso, Blanco and
Bull, which for its sheer hilar-
ity quotient comes with the
firm endorsement of the likes
of Sir Paddy Ashdown,
Bernard Cribbins, Windsor
Davies, Leslie Thomas and
Freddie Trueman.

And to paraphrase the Duke

-of Westminster’s foreword,
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Brasso, Blanco and Bull by
Tony Thorne (Robinson, paper-
back, £7.99). A donation from
sales will go to the Army Benevo-
lent Fund.

this affectionate account of
National Service experiences
laughs with the Army, rather
than at it — and he challenges
any soldier or ex-soldier not to
find it as funny as he did.

Thorne, who has produced
this previously privately-pub-
lished book in
association with
fellow East Sur-
rey Regiment
officer Tim Rog-
erson, tells one
revealing story
of the Duke’s
home, Eaton
Hall, then on
loan for use as an
officer cadet training school.

The vast forecourt of this
stately pile, doubling as a
parade ground, was (and, we
are told by the Duke, still is)
graced in one corner by a
statue of his Waterloo-era
forebear astride a large horse
in the centre of a pond.

In a nocturnal stunt before
one passing-out parade — at
which Princess Margaret was
due to take the salute — cadets
removed the old duke’s
plumed hat, borrowed the
camp fire-engine and filled
the hollow statue with 200
gallons of water.

They then pricked a small
hole in the horse’s visible
symbol of masculinity, which
they stopped-up with wax,
timed to dissolve just as the
royal VIP marched on to the
parade ground to take the
salute.

“At precisely the right
moment,” says Thorne, “the
horse started to relieve himself
noisily into the surrounding
pond and continued without
interruption for 24 hours.”

It gave a whole new mean-
ing to “passing-out parade”,
but Princess Margaret’s reac-
tion is not recorded.

Apart from the fact that
there are many even funnier
stories, all family readers need
to know is that this light-
hearted read is peopled by
quite a lot of fockers, not all of
them aircraft. — CH

A story of love in
letters and poems

PUBLISHED to coincide with the
anniversary of the Battle of the
Somme on July 1, 1916, The

™ Tears
of

Tears of War
(Cavalier, £12.99) by
May Wedderburn
Cannan and Bevil
Brian Quiller-Couch,
is the true love story
of a First World War
poet and an artillery
officer. Bevil Quiller-
Couch, son of Sir
Arthur Q-C, had
known May Cannan ;
since their childhood in Oxford
(his father edited her father’s
Oxford Book of English Verse).
Days after the Armistice he
asked her to marry him in Paris,
but three weeks later led his
battery into Germany and died in
the flu epidemic of 1919.

Tiger Togo and other

Leicestershire tales

TOGO Bolesworth, a one-time
all-india middleweight boxing
champion and reckoned to be
the hardest hitter of
his weight in Britain,
was as brave on the
field of battle as he
was in the ring. The
story of his DCM and
Croix de Guerre is
told, with many
others, by Matthew
Richardson in his
very readable
account of The
Tigers (Leo Cooper, £21.95), an
absorbing history of the
Leicestershire Regiment in the
First World War. Packed with
photographs and anecdotes, it
traces the four Tiger battalions
from training days to the Somme,
Arras and Passchendaele.

How a nation turned
itself into an army

THE manner in which British
Army expanded (hardly an
adequate word in the
circumstances) from
six to 65 divisions
following the
outbreak of war.in
1914 was a huge
achievement. It is
summed up in the
famous poster
depicting Kitchener's
stone-faced stare . ‘
and legendary appeal ullbulIIEPESEI)
to the nation's =
menfolk. In Your Country

Needs You (Leo Cooper,

£18.95) Martin Middlebrook

shows how it was done, resulting

in the New Army and the

phenomena of the many Pals

battalions sent to the front.

@
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Mailbag

CS95 fleece
RSM got it

just right

| WRITE in response to “Layer of ignorance”
(May), which commented on an RSM in
Kosovo who told a junior NCO that the
Combat Soldier 95 (CS95) fleece is
designed to be wom under the issue smock,
and accused him of ignorance of the lay-
ered system. | feel | have to point out that
the ignorance is on the part of the sergeant
who wrote the letter, not the RSM educating
the JNCO.

| am the SO2 (W) Countersurveillance at
the Surveillance, Target Acquisition, Night
Observation and Countersurveillance
(STANOC) Centre, which specialises in sur-
veillance, camouflage and deception. As
such, | have been involved with the devel-
opment of the camouflage aspects of CS95,
a system designed by the Defence Clothing
and Textiles Agency.

As part of the system, the DCTA
designed the fleece to be an insulating
undergarment, so it is therefore not
ruggedised (like the rip-stop smock) or
waterproof. Also, because it was designed
as a liner, near infra-red reflectance was not
incorporated into the garment. This means a
soldier wearing the fleece on the outside will
appear to be very bright and all one colour
when viewed through an image intensifier.

The sergeant’s mistake is a common one,
but he is lucky in his case that he didn’t take
the RSM to task over the issue. | recommend
the STANOC Centre's Nato all arms battle-
field countersurveillance instructors’ course
to him — or to anyone else wishing to learn
more about this and many other surveil-
lance and camouflage matters. — Maj M P
Hay, A and SH, STANOC Centre, Larkhill.

Layer principle
seems to have
been undermined

MUCH to my surprise, as yet, there does

not seem to have been a reply to the “Layer |

of ignorance” letter. Firstly, the CS95 layer
system (so | am led to believe) works on the
principle of removing the underneath gar-
ments first as you warm up (ever wonder
why there are not numerous pockets and
rank slides on the fleece and waterproof?).

This means that | am now confused as to
what it should be. | would be grateful if
someone from DCTA could put us all
straight.

Secondly, it is disappointing to see that
an SNCO has had to write to air his views
about such a matter. Surely the SNCO
should have approached the RSM. When
on operations or not, the Army has not and
never will lower its standards of dress and
discipline, which make us an envied,
respected and admired fighting force
throughout the world. - WO1 K A Griffin,
ATDU, Bovington.

How Soldier Smith might
miss out on LSSA bonus

I’VE just read your story on the £1,000
bonuses (“Cash boost will compensate
for separation turbulence”, Feb). On the
surface it seems a very good idea, but in
reality there will be a lot of people who
have spent a long time on tours but who
will receive nothing because of the two-
year rolling qualification period.

Here is an example. Soldier Smith col-
lects his first day’s Longer Separated Ser-
vice Allowance (LSSA) while on a
two-month detachment in March 1998.
He then doesn’t go anywhere until Octo-
ber, when he deploys on a six-month tour,
returning in April 1999 — by now having

about 240 days’ LSSA. Because Soldier
Smith is lucky, he collects another opera-
tional tour in February 2000, returning
from Kosovo in September 2000. Over a
period of 2'/2 years he would have racked
up more than 400 days of LSSA, but
doesn’t get anything.

Soldier Smith is not, I believe, alone.
Although this new allowance looks good
on the surface, a standard bonus for a six-
month tour would have been a better
option. I hope no one thinks I am being a
moaner because I think this type of prob-
lem should be addressed. — Cpl (name
supplied), Op Agricola, Kosovo.

We think new

system is fair

I’M a corporal in the Royal Air Force and
have been reading Soldier for about a year.
I and my colleagues find the articles inter-
esting and usually see three or four items
which keep our tea-break discussions
lively until the next issue.

I felt the need to respond to the letters
from WO2 Carter (“Learning credit falls
far short of my fees”) and Cpl Watkins
(“Not a lot of help buying our own
home”), which appeared in the May issue.

Although WO2 Carter feels aggrieved
that she can claim only £1,050 of her
£4,000 Open University fees, this is still
£1,050 more than she would be able to
claim from most civilian employers. She
has chosen to undertake a degree course.
Why? Will it benefit the Army, or is it in
preparation for her return to civilian life?

If it is the latter, why should the MoD
pay for the course in full? I presume she
will also attend two weeks of summer
school, which is classed as duty.

As regards the surplus of £30.6 million
in unclaimed credits, why not invest this
in resettlement training?

On allowances, a line has to be drawn.
There have been improvements over the

years to equal-out allowances. Things are
changing but it takes time. We have been
treated well in regard to allowances such
as home-to-duty travel, and rightly so. I
believe the new system is fair. If you are
posted and do not claim disturbance
allowance by staying in your own home
you qualify for Residence to Place of Duty
(RESPOD) or Recompense in Lieu of
Relocation (RILOR). No civilian employ-
er would refund travel expenses if you
moved further from vour place of work.

If you can’t afford the extra expense of
travelling from home, use Service accom-
modation. If neither of these appeals to
you, use your final option and take pre-
mature voluntary retirement. — Cpl N
Ward, RAF Brampton, Cambs.

A It's good to know our light-blue cousins
enjoy the magazine. It's worth remembering
that the Army's welfare packages and
allowances are aimed at helping soldiers.to
remain in the Service. It is also recognised
that additional qualifications, including &
degree courses, will make them better sol-
diers AND help them make a smoother tran-
sition back to civvy street when they do
eventually leave. — Editor

I’'VE had difficulty obtaining a
My BFPO mail-order item in England via the

number BFPO address system. Reasons
for firms not being able to deliver
baffled to my BFPO number included
the UK never having heard of BFPO and
being unable to use it as a post
SYStem code. | was told | would be

charged at the international rate,
even though | am serving in
Northern Ireland, part of the UK. |
had the item sent to a civilian
address. | sympathise with single
soldiers who don’t have that
option. Can something be done?
— LCpl Paddy Henderson, HQNI.
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| CS0)YEARS AGO
From Soldier, July 1950: WRAC members,

School of Physical Training, Aldershot in

| weeks of rehearsals, six days a week, go
into preparing a ten-minute display by 120

women from the WRAC, WRNS and WRAF. [

3

| pictured, try a fence-jump at the Army

" i )
225YEARS AGO
From Soldier, July 1975: A rare blood dis- |
ease found in Mediterranean countries is |
being studied by Army doctors servingin |
the British Military Hospital at Dhekelia in
Cyprus. The hospital has treated a grow- |
ing number of newly-diagnosed cases of |
thalassaemia or Cooley’s anaemia.

I WAS in complete agreement with SSgt
Lavis (“Living in cost me £300 more than
married colleagues”, May). It is incom-
prehensible to me how two Servicemen,
regardless of age, can sit next to each
other and eat the same meal and, while
the unaccompanied soldier — even if he or
she has elected to serve unaccompanied —
pays £16.52 a week for meals, the single
soldier pays £22.61 a week.

As the equal opportunities trainer for
my unit, [ have to stand in front of these
soldiers and tell them that MoD policy
states there will be no discrimination on
the grounds of marital status.

If this isn’t a clear example of discrimii-
nation, then please tell me what is.

It’s even worse when the unaccompa-

How can di
mMeal costs

ferent
He fair?

nied soldier reaches the age of 37. To rub
salt into the wounds of his single contem-
porary he stops paying anything for his
accommodation, while his single equiva-
lent might pay, as a SNCO in grade one
accommodation, £1,029 a year.
Allowing them the same privilege as a
married colleague is not asking for much.

I cannot believe there are thousands of

personnel in this situation. Perhaps some-
one will complain to the Equal Opportu-
nities Commission and single soldiers
who have been disadvantaged over the
years will be compensated. Let’s hope the
MoD lawyers read Soldier. — WO2
(SQMS) R D Somerville, Scottish
Tpt Regt RLC (V), Dunfermline, Fife.
@ ‘Unfair’ food charge — Page 68

SOLDIER welcomes your letters, whether you are an officer or other
rank; serving or civvy; nine, 19 or 90. All we ask is that you keep
them brief and to the point. We’d prefer them to be typed but if they

are handwritten, please put names, addresses and in block capitals (not necessarily

for publication). A prize from the Soldier gift collection will be awarded each month if we judge that a

letter, serious or humorous, merits it. Acceptance or rejection of letters is the decision of the Editor,
-| who reserves the right to amend for length, clarity or style. Anonymous letters will not be considered.
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Corps’ added value

| READ with interest your feature on the
Royal Military Police (May). The article
stated that RMP soldiers are the only stu-
dents to graduate from Army phase two
training as NCOs. This is incorrect.

In fact, the Royal Corps of Signals has
not one but three trades in which stu-
dents leave phase two training in the sub-
stantive rank of lance corporal. These
trades are specialist operator, specialist
operator (linguist) and systems engineer-
ing technician. In each case, promotions
take place on the final day of phase 2
training prior to an individual's posting to
a field unit.

The corps offers excellent opportuni-
ties for young men and women who wish
to combine soldiering with the application
of high technology in communications
and information systems. — WO1 (Corps
RSM) G Hodgson, HQ R Signals, Blandford.

Billy got it wrong

| WRITE to congratulate you on the
excellent My Army feature on Billy Bragg
(March), and also to take issue with one
of his comments. Like Billy Bragg, | was
one of the large number of “working-
class lads” who joined the Army in the
early 1980s, but | think his description of
recruits of the period as having no expe-
rience of “people of colour” prior to
enlistment is inaccurate and serves to
reinforce the myth that those who join
the Army are recruited from some junior
branch of the KKK. |, like many of my mil-
itary peers, was born and raised in an
urban area with a large Afro-Caribbean
and Asian population. — J D Ellis, Glos.

Any old drums. ..

| AM looking for some old drums. Ones
that are no longer serviceable or usable
would do. They are needed for drumhead
services and parades during cadet camps
and weekends. If anyone has such kit
gathering dust in their unit, please get in
touch. — Padre Andy Pell, c/o 6 RWF HQ,
Bethesda, Gwynedd, N Wales, or CTC Frim-
ley Park, or e-mail andypell@zoom.co.uk

Too many cadets

With reference to “From Westminster to
Wapping” (May), | was aware our cadet
strength had risen over the past 12
months, and a figure of 17,079 is certainly
impressive, highlighting the fact that we
do indeed have the most cadets in the
country. It is also pleasing to note that our
neighbours, Yorkshire North and West
follow us. | fear the correct numbers are,
in fact, although above the 1,700 mark,
not quite as high as your figures, which
for all the three counties listed totalled
more than the overall UK strength. — Maj D
| Fuller, Humberside and South Yorkshire ACF.

A The figures quoted, which we accept are
inaccurate, were as published in Hansard.



Mailbag

Singlies
reply to
that letter

THE title of Mrs Canham'’s letter (“My tears of
laughter over plight of singlies”, April) was
bad enough, but the point she was making
was out of order. If she had bothered to read
Maj Robinson's letter (“How system fails to
move us singlies”, Feb) she would have
realised that he was asking for a better Mili-
tary Freight Organisation (MFO) system for
single soldiers.

Let's face it, there isn't much room in an
MFO box for most singlies’ possessions.

What got me was the point of her letter. |
would never let my children sleep on the floor
with only a coat to cover them. One suitcase
for a family of five to last eight weeks and two
days in an unfurnished quarter? Forgive my
ignorance, but don't you get put up in a hotel
until your furniture arrives?

As for disturbance allowance, household
items are provided, if needs be, to pads, as are
curtains and nets. The children’s school uni-
forms | understand . . . and the matter of the
change in climate. What | don’t get is Mrs
Canham'’s lack of organisation. By the way,
could she tell me where to get a free-rental
telly? — LCpl G M J Ryder, QRH, Sennelager.

HOW can a pad's wife possibly know about

single life in the Army? | too like to live com-
fortably and have acquired furniture, only to

be told | have to pay extra to have it shipped
to my next posting. School uniforms and the
kids' toys have priority in this army.

I would love the option of having a quarter |
could share, just to have a near-normal life
instead of being cooped up in a condemned
block, with people forever entering my private
room whenever they feel like it for an inspec-
tion. And it's a large block to clean. Single
soldiers don’t get free TV rental and have to
pay fora TV licence. — Cpl (name supplied),
R Signals, London.

| nearly laughed out loud when | read Mrs
Canham had to wait two days in Germany
before her furniture arrived. On my last post-
ing (I've had five in the past five years), | had
to wait seven weeks before receiving any kit.

Surely it is the responsibility of her hus-
band to pre-arrange the taking-over of a
guarter by his new unit to prevent the situa-
tion she describes.

Would Mrs Canham prefer her one “march-
out” to the numerous invasions of privacy
singlies have to endure during routine inspec-
tions? | have yet to come across a singly
serving in a unit with free TV rental or phone
lines. - Cpl S A Bird, CJPU, Episkopi,
Cyprus.

@ LCpl M Bourne, Wksp REME, 25 Engr
Regt, Northern Ireland, a married unaccom-
panied soldier who reckoned Mrs Canham'’s
was the best April Fool’s letter he had seen
for a long time, and LCpl Henry Pool, RAC
Export Support Team, Bovington, wrote to
express similar sentiments.

Compassion didn't
extend to the east

FOLLOWING the second half of WO2
Carter’s letter (May) concerning unequal
treatment and benefits for single soldiers,
I would like to highlight another Army
policy perceived as discriminatory — the
restriction of compassionate leave travel
at public expense to personnel travelling
to the UK.

This effecrively discriminates against
any soldier whose parents do not live in
the UK, such as those with foreign wives
or foreign parents.

My family has suffered the adverse
effects of the current policy on two occa-
sions.

In June 1992 my mother-in-law in the
Philippines became terminally ill and was
given six weeks to live. She had not seen
my wife in five years and had never seen
our daughter. We could not afford flights
to the Philippines so asked our admin
office if we could get compassionate travel
to Hong Kong (from where we could
afford the onward flight).

We were told that we were ineligible,
even though soldiers could get compas-
sionate travel at public expense going in
the opposite direction. In the end, the

Army Benevolent Fund, SSAFA and my
corps association stepped in and paid for
our flights to Hong Kong.

Two years later we were posted to Hong
Kong, largely for my wife to be closer to
her surviving family. Her father died sud-
denly in November 1995, This time we
had taken the precaution of having an
emergency fund and were able to pay our
own way to the Philippines for the funeral.

Ironically, the Army were willing to pay
for a 14,000-mile round trip had we
wanted to go to the UK on compassionate
grounds. They would not, however, con-
sider paying for the 1,800-mile round trip
to the Philippines. The argument for the
current policy cannot, therefore, be made
on grounds of cost.

I feel the Army is over-reliant on chari-
ties covering for a flawed policy. I am not
litigious by nature, but it must be only a
matter of time before this policy is chal-
lenged in the courts, with the resultant
costs to the Army in terms of image as an
equal opportunities employer and
Investor in People. - SSgt Peter
Phillips, Int Corps, DISS, Chick-
sands, Shefford, Beds.

‘Unfair’ food charge
is top of my hate list

AS there is no open forum for complaint
within the Forces I feel compelled to
write to you to highlight the unfair treat-
ment of single people by the Army.
Here’s my list:

® Why does a married unaccompanied
man over 37 living-in get free accommo-
dation and a lower rate of food charges
than a single man living-in?

® Why does my married neighbour
receive an allowance for being separated
(MUSA or Married Unaccompanied
Service Allowance) vet I, with a steady
partner of five years, do not?

® Why, when I have to move, if my
belongings don’t fit into an MFO box,
they don’t go?

® Why are single soldiers in steady,
long-term relationships not allowed to
have their partners in their accommoda-
tion blocks? (See Vox pop — Page 70.)

® We've heard lots about the X-factor
bringing pay scales into line throughonut

the Army, vet the Infantry, one of the
major teeth arms, is still one of the lowest
paid in comparison to the Royal
Armoured Corps, even though the
Infantry operates in armoured vehicles.
® In response to Mrs Canham’s letter
(see “Singlies reply to that letter” on this
page): single soldiers also have to change
their clothes to suit the climate (as do
civilians); single soldiers don’t get free
TV rental and have to buy their own
licences; when a fastball comes in on a
Friday afternoon or over the weekend,
duty personnel always go to the single
soldier accommodation, not the married
quarters; single soldiers also have to wait
for their MFO to arrive; and, finally,
single soldiers would love to help Mrs
Canham clean her quarter, but are too
busy cleaning their own and getting the
equipment her husband probably uses
ready for hand-over. — CSgt (name and
address supplied), Sennelager.
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Our May freeze-frame winner
(picture below) is Cpl Glyde RE,
serving with K Troop at Kitchener
Barracks, Brompton, Chatham,
for “I say, chaps, there’s defi-
nitely a touch of class about
this Imperial Leather" Honor-
able
men-
tions go
to Colin
Lamb of
South
Shields,
for “If he
sings that ‘Dan, Dan the dirty
man, washed himself in a frying
pan’ one more time I'll . . .” and
“Volunteers for the Corps of
Drums” from Lt Col R Jarman, of
London (and several others who
wrote in a similar vein). We also
quite liked “Bayonet cleaning by
numbers"” from Sgt Tony Stead
AGC, serving with 12 Regiment
RA at Sennelager.

-

“,..and this is little Jimmy Osmond’s microphone . .."”
Write your own funny caption for the photograph above left, first published in Soldierin Octo-
ber 1952. The best, in the opinion of the Editor, will win a silver-plated book-clock bearing the
L Army logo. Usual competition rules apply and entries should reach us by July 31.

Sleep-in group will miss
'new’ Saturday recruiting

AFTER two years in recruiting in Lin-
colnshire I recently returned to my trade
_ as a vehicle mechanic. Through friends in
recruiting, I hear that new policies are to
be adopted to improve recruiting figures,
such as opening offices on Saturdays and
closing down others.

Can this be correct? Saturday opening
has been tried in the past and found to
have made little or no increase to the total
‘walk-in figures. Youngsters in our target
group have been out with their mates the
night before and sleep late on Saturdays,
when they are hardly in the right frame of
mind to attend a career orientation inter-
view, or present the right image to recruit-
ing staff.

Please, would whoever decides on these

“new” measures, listen to our experi-
enced AFCO and ACIO office managers.
They are your continuity and have imple-
mented these policies time and again.

Instead of closing down offices, we
should be spending more money improv-
ing the locations of the many recruiting
offices which are hidden from public view
down out-of-town back streets or built as
an annex to a TA hall.

Make these careers offices high-profile
and the number of walk-in applicants will
rise. As an aside, I can recommend
recruiting to anyone looking for job satis-
faction. I gained more in two years than I
have in 18 as a vehicle mechanic. —- SSgt ]
Kinnear, 40 Regt RA Wksp REME,
Thirsk, N Yorkshire.

Seems to me like you've got a good deal

AS my fiancé is in the Army I read Soldier
regularly to keep up with what he is doing
and find nearly every month a letter from
someone complaining about Army pay,
accommodation and so on.

How I wish I could join up, get out of
“dead end” civvy street and enjoy all the
benefits that soldiers are lucky enough to
- enjoy. Having graduated with a degree in
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business studies, I am nearly unemploy-
able, having to make do with making
coffee and filing before I am trusted with
a “proper” job. Even when I do earn this
trust, I'll still be living hand-to-mouth on
about £11,000 a year in the centre of
London — which isn’t easy. So stop moan-
ing and realise what a good deal you've
got. — Adele Peters, London.

WRITE TO: SOLDIER, ORDNANCE ROAD, ALDERSHOT, HANTS GU11 2DU @ E-mail: solmag@btinternet.com
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Telling it like it was

MY father-in-law, Maj Joe Youle RAMC,
served in Pakistan from 1935 to 1942,
mostly at the British Military Hospital,
Rawalpindi. He died in 1975 — and | have
only just got round to looking through
the bits and pieces he left behind.

Among the stuff was a diary with some
interesting snippets recorded on the
back page:

® “This mountain gun can be moved
by a mule or two intelligent NCOs”
(extract from Indian Army manual).

@ “Spoken English sold here” (from a
notice outside a bookshop in Cochin,
southern India).

® “Today the hospital was visited by
Capt XXXX, C4th Highlanders” (written
by an Indian babu clerk in a war diary).

® “Next Friday at 10am there will be a
surprise fire alarm” (notice on board in
mess). — Charles Golder, Lancs.

Get on with it!

EVER since | left the Army early in 1976
after 33 years’ service, | have been a regu-
lar reader of your splendid magazine.
Indeed, | am often able to tell my son-in-
law — a serving brigadier — facts of which
he was not aware,

But over recent years I've become
increasingly despondent at the whingeing
tone of your correspondents, who seem
to be much more concerned with com-
plaining than getting on with the job in
hand, or realising the positive advantages
of being in the Army.

They should be proud of being soldiers
and doing a magnificent job, which few, if
any, other armies could do, and not con-
tinually complain about the allowances
they get.

As regards problems of unaccompa-
nied tours, in Cyprus and Borneo we used
to enjoy them as we were able to concen-
trate on soldiering 24 hours a day. — Lt Col
(Retd) P A Winter, Alcester, Warks.

Please deploy me

IN seven years in the Army | have had
only one opportunity to go on an opera-
tional tour.

I'm itching for the chance to do the job
I’'m paid for, so imagine my disappoint-
ment when | heard the news that the Ter-
ritorial Army is being sent to the Balkans
to cover for the Regular Army and cut
down on overstretch.

There must be hundreds of single sol-
diers in barracks dying for the chance to
serve abroad, but unable to do so
because they are in a training establish-
ment or a rear-echelon unit.

Surely it can’t be that hard to attach
these people to deployed units, depend-
ing on their trade. Even to be attached in
an infantry role would be a change.

It would be a lot cheaper than paying
the TA and their employers for six
months at a time. — LCpl Milne, REME
Wksp, 28 Engr Regt, Hameln.

@



The regular feature in
which we ask soldiers for
their views on an issue

Sgt John Payas, Gibraltar Regiment
| think single soldiers
should have the same
rights as married ones.
Camps are quite big so |
it should be possible
to segregate married
and singles. Girl-
friends should be
allowed, maybe not to
spend the night, but
they should be able to spend the day and
chill out.

LCpl James
Frendo, Gibraltar
Regiment

| think it is something
the Army should
review. The system
could be based on
merit rather than
seniority as there are
immature senior soldiers and mature junior
ones. If there were problems the privilege
could be withdrawn.

Pte Nathan Cruz,
Gibraltar Regiment
Girlfriends should be
able to stay the night
and you should be
able to relax. But the
problem would be
people abusing the
system.

Sig Daniel Jackson,
R Signals

| think it's a good idea
and it would stop a lot
of problems. If you
have long-term girl-
friend they could be
issued with a pass for.
the accommodation.

Pte Brandon Tosso,
Gibraltar Regiment
It all depends. It could
lead to partying and
drinking.

Cpl Jon Cartwright,
Gibraltar Regiment
If you had a long-term
girlfriend it would be
good, but it could be abused. You could
find partners living in and the next thing
they would start complaining. It has its
perks but there is a downside.

\
+

Interviews: Anthony Stone Pictures: Mike Weston

Living-in and let live

Should single soldiers with steady
partners be allowed to entertain them in
their blocks? Should single soldiers in
long-term relationships be allowed to live
in quarters? We asked soldiers in
Gibraltar what they thought

Pte Steene Busto,
Gibraltar Regiment
At the end of the day it's
our home. Maybe girl-
friends could stay until a
certain time, such as
S5am.

Pte Leif Simpson,
Gibraltar Regiment

Personally, | think
single soldiers
should be allowed
girlfriends and part-
ners in their rooms
on Friday and Saturday nights. That's
why nobody here wants to live-in.
Lifestyles have changed but the Army’s
attitude has not. Soldiers pay for the
accommodation, it is their home, so why
not?

Pte Cara Loyd, AGC |4
(SPS)

We are all adults at the
end of the day. But it is
important that other
people in the block are
not upset and their
wishes respected.

Cpl Chris Ghio,
Gibraltar Regiment
| think partners
should be allowed to
stay. If a soldier signs
somebody in that is
the responsibility of
that soldier.

Pte Christian
Jeffries, Gibraltar
Regiment :
The Army talks about
equal opportunities so |
don't see anything
wrong with having a girl-
friend back to watch TV
and have a drink. Per-
haps there should be a curfew.
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VOLVO
for life

THE LATEST ARRIVAL
FROM VOLVO WILL
CERTAINLY MOVE YOU

AS WILL THE EXCEPTIONAL PRICE SAVING

The new V70 estate has been built without compromise to be our best yet, offering you the ultimate combination of
versatility and driveability. Whilst serving on your overseas military posting, don’t miss the opportunity to purchase this

unique new model at a special military tax free price from the world's leading manufacturer of estate cars.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THE BRAND NEW VOLVO V70 ESTATE, INCLUDING SPECIAL TAX FREE PRICES
FOR BOTH RIGHT AND LEFT HAND DRIVE MODELS, UNRIVALLED PART-EXCHANGE VALUATIONS AND
DETAILS OF VOLVO'’S OWN HM FORCES CAR LOAN SCHEME, CONTACT US DIRECTLY ON

UK 01707 262 388

veed.tdsuk@memo.volvo.se
Alternatively, please complete and return the coupon below
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WANTTHE LOWEST PRICES IN
L EIUROPE FOR BFG?

EUROPE’ S TAX FREE
SPECIALISTS

Ring and Save

" Citroen N
2”7 !

. ‘ LOTUS R @'
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LET US SHOWYOU AN EASIER WAY OF
*{ BUYING YOUR TAX FREE CAR WITH

‘ NOSMALL PRINT.

TAX FREE NEW
TAX PAID NEW & USED

www.emctaxfree.com
For more details and to order UK FREEPOST (BR 1394)

call Wayne, Simon and Sam CAVENDISH BRIDGE‘ EASTBOURNE BN21 STD
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UK Fax 01323 734560 I ,O‘}FI‘:?,L{\ '1‘1,' _,1, /ﬁw\

German Freephone 0130 860183/ 0130827633 Ay QEEICIAL

OF






