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I RANK U ‘ S U A W E  

THE ROAD NORTH 
THE MAIN supply route 
(MSR) used by ground forces 
moving to the front is a narrow 
highway across hundreds of 
plometres of open desert. 
i The mad was swept by rain 
the weekend before the 
devastating man-made Desert 
Storm was launched, stretches 
being flooded, verges made 
treacherous. 
i A number of civilian petrol 
tankers driven by local contrac- 
tors came to pief but the 
military convoys rolled relent- 
lessly on, guarded by US 
Marine mili:ary police in 
HumVee cross-country vehi- 
cles. British RMP posts were 
established along the route. 

At one point there was the 

magnificent sight of more than 
100 Scammell Commanders of 
7 Tank Transporter Regiment 
lined up off the road. They had 
completed one heavy lift and 
were prepadng for the next. 

The regiment has an enviable 
reputation. 

At a strategic point the 
Happy Eater sign, identical 
with the familiar UK motorway 
chain, indicated the whereab- 
outs of the Admin Harbour 
Area (AHA). 

Over t h i s  flies the Silver 
Sphinx of 17 Squadron RCT. 

Besides doing a major 
transport job the squadron 
(with elements of 7, 9 and 38 
Squadrons RCT under com- 
mand) is responsible for 

washing providing facilities, meals, toilet fuel and an 

through its REME detachmenl 
repairs for every British convo 
using the MSR. 

The great storm turned th 
area into a swamp but the AHI 
continued to provide a 24-bou 
service. 

More than 50 nurses from 
field hospital sheltered wha 
their bus broke down. 

The ra ins wrecked what ha, 
been a “neat little eating area 
- walled in by boxes of bottle< 
water. The cardboard carton 
disintegrated in the deluge. 

“We used to call it Th 
Alamo - now it’s more like th 
Walls of Jericho,” said 
soldier. 

I 

A Challenger passes through a 
berm on brldglng laid dawn by 
combat sappers 

FFMA pushes on 
A MAJOR British logistic base 
had been established discreetly 
behind the front Line and ahead 
of many teeth arm units before 
the outbreak of war. 

The Forward Force Mainte- 
nance Area pushed forward in 
anticipation of the advance of 
the 1st Armoured Division. 

On what was a desolate 
stretch of desert, solid earth 
“berms” have been bulldozed 
into position to enclose the HQ 
and dispersed sub-units. 

Though bedrock is reached 
at a depth of 12 or IS feet, 
wedges have been cut out of the 
surface so vehicles can be 
backed down a slope and 
remain protected from blast in 
the case of air or artillery 
bombardment. 

Even the map store has gone 
underground. Sappers of 3 Squadron RE - 
far from their Tidworth home 

but working in biting wind and 
squalls which could have come 
from Salisbury Plain - have 
done much of the work and 
installed personnel shelters 
using metal frames assembled 
in deep trenches then covered 
with fabric and buried in earth. 

Forty-eight hours before the 
UN deadline expired the 
possibility of a pre-emptive 
Iraqi suike through the mps 
covering the front led to every 
man and women in the HQ 
complex manning its defences. 
With LAW 80 and %mm 
anti-tank weapons among 
others. 

“Any intruders would have 
had a hot reception,” said WO1 
Chris Dunning, RAOC, in 
charge of admin at the HQ. He 
was RSM of 1 Ordnance 
Battalion at Verden before the 
Gulf crisis. 

Lt Col Chris Bradley, CO 9 

Ordnance Battalion RAOC 
commander of the FFMA, sai( 
it had been pushed forward ti 
reduce the 1st Armourei 
Division’s re-supply rout1 
during operations. 

“We’ve brought forward i 
selection of ammunition, fuel 
material and reserve vehicles,’ 
he said. “The amount has bee] 
calculated to represent a certair 
period of battle usage. The% 
can be pushed further fonvari 
but there will still be stock 
further back.” 

A unique feature of th, 
location is the area it covers 

“Usually we’d be looking fo 
camouflage and concealmen 
using existing buildings, wood 
lands, or quarries,” said Lt Ca 
Bradley, “‘but here there i 
absolutely nothing.” 

The gravel plain is as flat as 
table top. 

0 TUm t0 P8ge 7 

Diary 
of war 
DAY 1 -January 17 
0210 local time: Operation Desert 
Storm, the liberation of Kuwait. 
lmgins as Allied forces launch air 
strikes and Tomahawk cruise 
missiles at strategic targets in Iraq 
and Kuwait. 

1st Armoured Division takes up 
battle positions nearer Kuwaiti 
border. Heathrow Airport guarded 
against terrorist attack by ele- 
ments of The Blues and Royals 
and 7 Parachute Regiment RHA. 

DAY 2 
Iraq launches Scud missiles 
against targets in Israel and 
eastem Saudi Arabia. Dhahran- 
bound Scud intercepted by US 
Patriot missile. Intensive Allied air 
strikes continue. 

MOD announces 1st Battalion 
Coldstream Guards is to deploy to 
the Gulf as the first contingent of a 
force with “prisoner-guarding” 
responsibilities. 

Elements of The Life Guards 
and the 2nd Battalion. The 
Parachute Regiment, deploy to 
Gatwick Airport to guard against 
possible terrorist attack. 

DAY 3 
Allied air and cruise missile raids 
on Kuwait and Iraq continue. Scud 
missiles explode in Israel. 

DAY 4 
Scud missiles aimed at Dhahran 
and Riyadh intercepted by Patriot 
batteries. Allied air strikes mn- 
tinue. 

DAY 5 
1 RHF and KOSB on stand-by for 
POW duties. Elements of 47 Fd 
Regt RA deployed to reinforce 
other RA regiments. 

Battle 
From Page 3 

already serving breakfast.” 
And they were. Sausages, eggs, 
beans and fried bread, the 
cooks still in their NBC 
trousers and boots. 

No air of excitement in the 
cookhouse, which is shared by 
all ranks. No unusual noise. No 
raised voices. Typical British 

Another red alert about 8am 
had helmeted figures Scurrying 
into cover, but there were some 
laggards, it seems. After a time 
the public address officer 
showed his irritation. He 
repeated the red warning. 

“This means you should be 
under cover and not wandering 
around in the open.’’ 

The camp looked deserted. 
In the day room and corridor, a 
row of soldiers stretched out 
along the walls began to doze. 
When the alert was tinally over 
someone complained they nev- 
er got a decent night’s sleep. 

5 

phlegm. 
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II on us. 
Chlldnn’s television en- 
temlner Andmw O’COn- 
nor (bsck row, eentn) 
welcomes the wlves and 
chlldren of Alderehot- 
based soldlore servlng in 
the Gulf to the pantOmlme 
Aladd/n et Gulldtord CIVIC 
Hall. 

The theetre donated 
several hundred tlckets to 
the panto, sterrlng Wayno 
Slwp and Andrew, to 
femllles In the Aldershot 
and BordOn O M S .  

The gesture was tYpk8l 
of the generoslly extended 
to the Army and Its 
families os war In the Gulf 
drew nearer. 

Anne Armstrong tells distraught loved ones. . . 

Don’t feel left out I 

ANXIOUS relatives and friends of 
Servicemen and women in the Gulf will fmd 
there are many people on the end of the 
telephone waiting to help and advise them. 

My own telephone has been extraordinari- 
ly busy with inmming offers of help and 
support for families and I apologise for any 
calls left on my answerphone which have not 
been returned promptly. 

One d e r ,  for example, rang in to say 
that Brownie packs would love to help, 
while the mother of a 17-year-old son due to 
report for uaining offered to “adopt” any 
other IFyear-old who does not have a mum. 

Then there are the newly-weds who are 
fmding it rather lonely and want a chat, or 
the reservists’ wives and girlfriends who feel 
a little left out. 

There are many helplines and local 
support groups. The three Services have a 

Helpllnet 
W E  Ylnlshy of D.hnn has I u u d  the 
tollowing Wephone n u m b  for the 
1.mUbs ot Sewlnmm In the Bull to mli 
lor news ot their l o v d  ones: 

Anny 0345 717200. Royal Navy os45 
4 1 W .  Royal Alr Form os45 Swwo. 
Royal Flnt Audlhry 071 3W 0515. 
Clvllbns 071 059 WW and 071 059 -2. 

support network in operation and the 
Federation of Army Wives is making 
contact with reservists’ wives. No one 
should feel left out at this time. 

Remember your unit name, address and 
contact number, and if you move away from 
your quarter, tell the unit where you are. It 
is very important that you can be contacted 
quickly. 

See Pages 36 and 37. 

Visit our shop (open Mon-Sat) to 
see a large range of Genuine 

British Army kit. 
Q DPM Para Smocks Q * SASlArctic Windproofs Q 
0 SAS/Para Bergens Q 

Q PLCE Bergens Q 
Q Webbing Q Boots Q 
Q Berets Q Gloves Q 

k Berghaus Q Helly Hansen Q 
Fast mail order service 
AccessNisa welcome 

SAE or Int. Postal coupon for 
list to Miss J D Nicholls, Mail 

Order dept. ‘H Du Bora’, 
38 Station Road, Aldershot, 

Hants GUI 1 1 HT. 
UK phone 0252 22668. 

Fax: 0252 319963 n,s 

n 
LAU NOW FOR 

IMMEDIATE ACTION 

GERMANYIBERLIN 
01 30 9806 

HOLLAND 
06022 9806 

(FREEPHONEJ 

(FREEPHONE) 

OVER 600 CARS 
I- I 

I 
I 

EnN ~ CALL ME - OR CLIP THE COUPON I mwcw 
, TEL IHOMEl FFMA pushes on I DEWER ME IRHXIREDJ I 

FORD ROVER 1 PEUGEOT VONWAGEN VAUXHAU ! ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ N I C C = M R Y I  I 

Fmm Page 5 
“The most we can hope for is an element 

of camouflage so that prying eyes cannot see 
exactly what we’ve got. When I went round 
asking them how they were going to plan 
their location they replied 

‘We’re going to plan it the way we were 
told we would never, never be able to. At 
the School of Ordnance they say we would 
never actually have unlimited space but if 
we ever did the way to use it was such and 
such . , . and that’s the way we’re doing it’.” 

Lt Col Bradley, pointing to the earth 
berms surrounding his HQ, said that though 
they were very gwd at giving blast pro- 
tection they had other uses. 

They also helped with “light security”. 
In the wide open flat spaces light can be seen 
at a considerable distance and if anyone used 
a torch incorrectly (though discipline is 
strict) the berm would cut it out. 

Berms also gave cover from view - anyone 
driving past would be unable to see what 
was going on beyond the earthworks. 

BELGIUM 
114310 

OTHER 
AREAS 

0278455555 

(FREEPHONE) I I‘ 

6 7 c  
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nvrntng conditions in the 
desert are especially un- 
pleasant for Army chefs, but 
it Beems nothing can spoil 
the good humour ot LCpl 
Andrew Henderson (left) and 
LCpl David Tiley, whose 
cross-banter makes them 
Into something of a double 
act at Forward Repair Group 
7 Armoured Workshop 
REME. Each week as a 
special ireai they cook 
hundreds of doughnuts, 
both spicey and plain. from 
their own secret recipe. The 
douahnuts 00 down a treat 

iA 

&Idlam of 62 Port Squadron RCT tab 
a brW break from work “between .hip.” 
at AI Jukll. They hew been lmhnd In a 
nuuhrr, rnomnml of armour and 
aqulpmant to Saudi Ambh 
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Tote CredH o M a  fun 
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airF6devrloped. ' . 
He returned from ttUre 

we& kave at his home& the 
Isle ' of Wight at &e end of 
August and was toil+ ro'study 
the preparations for suppordng 
opumions in the Gdf. 
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I ZlPPO LIGHTERS 
ENGRAVED IN COLOUR WlTH 
YOUR REGIMENTAL CREST 

The original petrol 
windproof lighters. 

Guaranteed for life or 
repaired free of charge. 

Delivered duty paid UK 
or duty free overseas. 

Minimum engraved 
order 50 

I 

Also available, Zippo Camouflage Lighters, Knives, Keyholdera 
and Writing Instruments- no minimum order requirement. 
FOrfuN details complere rhe wupnbdow,andssndto: ...................... ................................. 1 W A W O R A M A S S W I A T E S L T D . , U Y T Z 7 ~ N D ~ ~  

3 9 B B l A o m x E ~  LONmN WlOW 

NAME ................................................................................... 
ADDRESS ............................................................................ 
............................................................................................... I I 
........................................................................................... mo 

On Parade 
W c h  of these handsome runners UNITED KINGDOM: M d C ~ F R E E p O s T N D L O %  k Fw Sales, 

77 Mount F&amT-Wb KmlW 663 
Telephone: 0892 511872 do you fancy from the Mazda 323 

stable? The sleek and well muscled 
Fastback? Tne CO- agile 
3dwr  hatch? The Weu bred 

There’s a choice d three 

Own a winner yourself. Take me for a canter, and we1 back yourselection 
with attractive h c e  and a three year warranty! 
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somethha 9 

to in the Cdf - some 
beentreiardtodfive 

the msgpavc 4%- Rough 
Terrria contaiaa Hplldkr by 
n e i g h b o u r b e  American 
ForaS. 

des are used by 62 
y to move ho contain- 

third linc stocks of 

by 17 Port Regtnent BCT at 
Matchwood. AU three are now 
doing duty in the Gulf. 

Living next door to 62 Coy 
a~ Americno Marines, part of 
the Landing Logistic suppOrt 
Bpnalion, 4 it is thanks to 
them rhat three RAOC soldiers 
ace now trained and used in a 
mle uwally assodated with the 
RCT. 

Maj Eddie Weeks, OC 62 

c O g , s s i d t h e c o m p a n y h a  
fourth vchick on hirc and iw 
Filipino driver has very much 
ULm to the British Army way 
of life. 
“He lives in an Is0 container, 

skeps on h Y  cpmp bed, 
wclll~ I Company T-ahin, alls 
w ‘Boss’and is vay much ppn 
of the company.” 
Their location could aptly be 

rcnamcd Is0 Gty - evay 
container rhat arrive3 in me 
Gulf pnsses through it for 
d p t  d issue. 
An immcnse nnge of items 

indude nut8 and bdw, barbed 
WiK, tank b a m l s  pnd uack. 

plpstic, throwaway cutlery 
pad cmckay is king used as a 
more hygienic option to 
wasinng convcntional crockmy 
and cutlery. The plastic 
al~mntivcs are s t o n d  and 
issued in their thouspnds. 

At one time there was a 
psniculprly sweet-smelling sea- 
sonal reminder of home in one 
container - it housed So real 
cbrisrmns urn donated by Ac(und.17AwndBd.RVIsRAOCConductwUav)nW.ld.n 

@Tumtonulp.g. (ucard hum rlght) Wd Ms l n m  with a aekctlon ot tyres 
17 
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I ZlPPO LIGHTERS 
ENGRAVED IN COLOUR WlTH 
YOUR REGIMENTAL CREST 

The original petrol 
windproof lighters. 

Guaranteed for life or 
repaired free of charge. 

Delivered duty paid UK 
or duty free overseas. 

Minimum engraved 
order 50 

I 

Also available, Zippo Camouflage Lighters, Knives, Keyholdera 
and Writing Instruments- no minimum order requirement. 
FOrfuN details complere rhe wupnbdow,andssndto: ...................... ................................. 1 W A W O R A M A S S W I A T E S L T D . , U Y T Z 7 ~ N D ~ ~  

3 9 B B l A o m x E ~  LONmN WlOW 

NAME ................................................................................... 
ADDRESS ............................................................................ 
............................................................................................... I I 
........................................................................................... mo 

On Parade 
W c h  of these handsome runners UNITED KINGDOM: M d C ~ F R E E p O s T N D L O %  k Fw Sales, 

77 Mount F&amT-Wb KmlW 663 
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Tank movers’ tribute1 c-3! c 5 L  I At the height of the 1st I Armoured Division’s deolovment 

TWO unique vehicles which 
had been written off as museum 
pieces by many people - and 
described as such by SOL- 
DIER in an article last spring - 
made their stately way into the 
desert on January 11. 

The last remaining elements 
of the celebrated Print Train 
were completing The Incredi- 
ble Journey. 

Once there were five of them 

into the desert. the vekcles of 7 
Tank Transporter Regiment 
RCT were moving more than 
“200 metres” of armour per day. 
Tragically, Cpl Geordie Bolam of 
16 Tank TransDorter San was 

Print Train back 
in service after -‘3 -I Incredible Journey killed in a loading accident on 

New Year’s Eve. 
Some days later, the men of 

his regiment held a memorial 
sewice in the deselt to honour 

- giant box bodies with 
extending sides - housing 
everything a mapmaker re- 
quires. 

Custom-built for operations 
in North West Europe, the 
amount of road space they 
occupied while moving on 
exercise brought grey hairs to 
the head of many a staff officer. 

Their production capacity in 
the hands of 14 Topographical 
Squadron was unbeatable, but 
there were sighs of relief when 
the introduction of less bulky 
equipment was announced. 
The Train was lined up in a 
hanger at Rattingen, near 
Diisseldorf, home of “14 
Topo” and used in situ while 
waiting to be phased out. 

Then came the Gulf crisis, 
and though 14 Topo coped 
manfully with demands made 
upon them when the 7th 
. h o u r e d  Brigade was de- 
ployed initially, the require- 
ments (including many from 
the US Mariies), grew and 
grew. 

Two survivors of the Print 

Train were summoned - one 
containing printing presses, the 
other used for plate making. 
Together they could print the 
largest maps by the thousand. 

But . . . how were they to be 
moved? The original ten-ton 
AEC tractors bad been dis- 
posed of years before, though it 
was known that one existed 
with a TA unit. Perhaps it 
would have to be “called up”. 

REME Technical Services 
were consulted and one other 
type of civilian tractor suitable 
for the iob was identified, The 
rear party of 14 Top0 turned 
out to cheer as the veterans 
were towed from Roy Barracks 
to head for the docks. 

There was also news that two 
other suitable tractors had been 
located at RAOC Vehicle 
Depot, Ashchurch, and were 
being dispatched to the Gulf. 

As days passed and the ship 
bearing the Print Train drew 
near, a problem crossed the 
desks of nearly every branch of 
the Force Maintenance Area 
HQ. 

Where were the essential 
tractors? Computers searched 
for information everywhere 
before it was learned that the 
ship carrying them was not due 
to dock until about three weeks 
after the arrival of the urgently 
needed Train. 

All of which added spice to 
the life of Sgt Steve Raymond 
RE, 14 Topo’s MT sergeant. 

“I had no idea how I was 
going to get the Train vehicles 
off the ship,” he said. “It could 
have been that they would 
arrive with their tractors beside 
them; that there had been some 
misunderstanding.” 

He contacted the cargo vessel 
and was told not to worry by 
one of the officers. There were 
tanks aboard. They would haul 
the Train ashore with them. 

Sgt Raymond hastily ex- 
plained that these were delicate 
creatures which needed special 
handling. Otherwise they 
might be ruined. 

By consulting various manu- 
als he had discovered that the 
train vehicles could be towed 

his memory. Twelve mighty 
Scammel Commanders were 
drawn up to form a square 
around which were massed the 
ranks of his comrades. 

The sewice was taken by the 
Rev Ken Pillar, RAChD, and 
accompanied by the RCT Staff 
Band under Director of Music, 
Capt Ray Maycock. The Com- 
mander of 7 Armoured Brigade, 
Brig Patrick Cordingley, 
attended. 

by Foden “wreckers”, and had 
two standing by to drag them 
ashore. They reached the 
convoy maintenance area 
safely. 

But what was to take them 
into the desert? Sgt Raymond 
set off with a tape measure to 
examine the line of gaudy 
trucks of “Chogi” squadron - 
vehicles supplied by local 
contractors. 

In non-technical language, 
the couplings had to match at a 
certain height even if adjust- 
ments were needed. 

After examining more than a 
score he found two possibles 
. , , an elderly Mercedes and a 
Volvo. 

A hilarious situation arose as 
in sign language he tried to 
explain to the drivers that he 
needed only the tractor and not 
the trailer part of their 
equipment. He was almost 
exhausted by the time he 
persuaded them to do what he 
wanted. 

Amazingly, the tractors 
proved ideal. 

Further troubles arose, 
however. One driver wouldn’t 
take the load because the lights 
of the trailer could not be 
worked from his lorry. 

Sgt Raymond went into a 
huddle with Cpl Andy Davi- 
son, the REME fitter with the 
squadron, and they wired two 
flashing road lamps to the rear. 
The driver was delighted. He’d 
go. 

Driver No 2 pointed out the 
brake airlines were broken and 
he wouldn’t. This was re- 
medied by removing a fitting 
from an elderly Army vehicle. 

It only remained to book a 
slot in the stream of traffic 
heading up the main supply 

RCT boosted by 
mystery parcel 
AN art exhibition was being 
prepared in the Technical 
Quartermaster’s department 
when SOLDIER called on 10 
Regiment RCT’s hustling head- 
quarters. 

The individuals doing the 
“hanging” were not quite as 
expert as those who do the job 
for the Royal Academy, but 
they “knew what they liked”. 

SSgt Mick Meehan, Sgt Ken 
Lane and LCpl Harry Fowler 
generally deal in oils of a 
different nature . . . as does 
Maj Dave Winkle, the QM 
(Tech). 

Experts or otherwise, they 
were full of advice for LCpl 
George Shaw as he pinned up 
the budding masterpieces pro- 
duced by pupils at Engayne 
Junior School, Upminster. 

HQ ’hangs’ wrote to them at Christmas. It 
was so mrkv thev felt they . .  
ought to. 

“We didn’t have much to c h i Id ren ’s send the lad so we popped in a 
Desert Rat flash,” said LCpl 
Shaw. 

What they didn’t know was 
that Gary suffers from dyslexia 
and according to a letter from 
his mum, Mrs Val Poulson, 
their letter had encouraged him 
to write more. 

“He was thrilled with it,” 
wrote Mrs Poulson. 

For some reason the soldiers’ 
letter also inspired the other 
pupils at Granham School to 
reach for their paintbrushes. 
Hence the parcel. 

Inevitably there were “De- 
sert Turtles” among the 
contributions and some of the 
strangest camels ever seen. 
Some of the comments were 
interesting too - “I collect mice 
so I like rats . . . and I don’t 
forget cats”. 

One, however, was very 
much to the point - “You’ve 
got to fight for what is right.” 

The US-Iraqi talks had just 
broken down when the little 
parcel arrived and the men of 
10 Regiment RCT were very 
busy in a drab and dusty desert 
base. One corner at least, 
however, was brightened by the 
works of the kids at home. 

pictures 
Essex. It was LCpl Shaw, an 
amiable Doncaster man, who 
had opened the mysterious 
parcel which arrived that 
morning. 

“We looked at its shape and 
prodded it and reckoned it was 
a T-shirt,” said SSgt Meehan. 

“We couldn’t believe it when 
we took out this mass of 
paintings.” 

The surprise package was the 
result of a letter the department 
sent in reply to Gary Poulson, 
of Granham, Upminster, who 

i t i :  

route to the forward area. “Two spare tractor units 
The long-suffering RMP always accompanied us and so 

shook their heads but found did our own REME recoverv 
one. 

The Print Train was in 
business within hours of 
arriving in the desert. 

SSgt Dave Watts RE, a 
combat surveyor, had never 
expected to see the Train in 
action again. He recalled: 

“It was so slow (25 mph) we 
had to book the autobahn in 
advance and the police used to 
close off sections for it. 

units, otherwise we’d never 
have reached our location. 

“The tractors used to break 
down frequently and the spare 
units would take over the 
stranded trailer and carry on. 
REME would fv, the cripple 
which would catch us up and 
become the reserve. 

“Still, there was a great team 
spirit.” 

lust as there is today. 
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“HLIH!” grunted the giant 
United States Marine Corps 
sergeant tasked to get the 
SOLDIER team and its vehicle 
under cover. “This here’s a 
cammy net. Take your truck 
over there, camouflage it and 
report back in 30 minutes,” he 
ordered. 

Fortunately, the camouilage 
system came bagged ready for 
use and contained a simple 
instruction manual. 

Unfortunately, something 
seemed not quite right . . . 
They had been issued with 
camouflage woodland (spring 
and summer). In the sand 
before their very eyes lay a 
small area of German forest! 

Their guide at the Command 
Operations Centre (COC) of the 
3rd Amphibious Assault Batta- 
lion USMC was Cpl Mike 
Housewright, USMC. 

The battalion is equipped 

with massive armoured amphi- 
bious assault vehicles known as 
Amtracs (Amphibious trac- 
tors). which come in two 
versions - Landing Vehicle 
Tracked Personnel (LVTP) 
Personel 7 and the LVTP 
Command 7. 

The C7 mobile command 
unit version carries 14 troops 
four crew and ten radic 
operators. Normally armed 
with a Browning 30 calibre 
machine gun, the Amtrac has a 
speed of around 12 knots in 
water and a maximum road 
speed of more than 60kndh. It 
has been in service since the 
early 1970s and the up-gunned 
version carries an additional 
4omm grenade launcher. 

Recently the vehicle has been 
up-armoured by adding WO 

layers of stamped steel mesh to 
deflect small arms ammunition. 
These mesh armour appliques 

.“._ 
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Cobra altack hellcopters stand by to escon the battallon 

protect the occupants from 
rounds fired by weapons up to 
.SO calibre. 

Like the British Army, the 
Marines take a keen interest in 
NBC training and the man in 
charge of the battalion’s Decon 
Team is SSgt Everett Stripling. 

“When we get the call we go 
out to the decon site and 
decontaminate equipment and 
personnel hit by chemical 
agent. Our job is to carry out 
decon either in ‘hasty’ - the 
quick decon - or ‘deliberate’ 
decon which is detailed and get 
those individuals back on the 
front line where they can 
continue the fight.” 

Capt Kent Bradford said the 
battalion was the division 
reserve and the last in a tier of 
defensive positions. 

“We are normally based at 
Kaneohe Bay, Hawaii and have 
an operational commitment to 
the Western Pacifc from the 
Aleutian Islands extending all 
the way south to the Philip- 
pines and the Polynesians. 
Although we normally practise 
twice a year, we don’t normally 
have a desert mission. Mostly 
it’s cold climates or jungle 
climates.” 

The unit forms part of the 
US Marines’ pre-position force 
(MPF) and as such is supported 
by equipment loaded on MPF 
shipping - large civilian 

Left- NEC-clad marlnea plot 
thelr next coursa of actlon on 
exerclae 

container vessels. 
“The ships are permanently 

pre-loaded with brand-new 
untouched equipment - an 
entire regiment’s worth in each 
one. Of course, a lot of that is 
getting some pretty serious use 
at the moment. After this 
deployment is over, it is going 
to take a long time to hackload 
and reulenish the MPF shius,” 

A hell-moblle raldlng party ot ths Marlne Alr-Ground Task Force prepares to board a CH53 Sea Stalllon hellcoptor 

.~ 
he said. 

Life at the regimental aid 
station and signal; section was 
not dissimilar to the British 
Army way of doing things but it 
was still a surprise to find two 
men playing dans. Their 
enthusiasm for the sport was 
not matched by their accuracy. 

American rations are very 
different to those used by the 
British Army. Cooking is done 
at one central point and units in 
the field send a vehicle hack to 
collect food stored in heat- 
retaining canisters. 

Compressed white rice and 
minced beef was on the menu, 
followed by fresh fruit d a d  or 
cake. There was also bread on 
offer, small packs of raisins and 
as much coffee as you can 
drink. 

The  American MREs 
(Meals, Ready to Eat) have not 
enjoyed a very good press, but 
our team were fortunate, 
receiving packs of chicken a la 
king complete with fruit cake 
and a tasty cheese spread with 
crackers. 

In a HumVee parked on a 
hilltop overlooking the batta- 

Cpl Mlke OConnell wlth .. .s..n-rrs.,..v . J W  mlsslle launcher 
mounted on a HumVee vehlcle 

lion position sat two men 
intently studying a television 
screen. They were monitoring 
pictures beamed down by a 
remotely-piloted vehicle (RPV) 
overflying troop positions in 
the desert. 

RPV is an unmanned radio 
controlled aircraft, with a 
wingspan of 18ft, fitted with 
thermal-imaging cameras that 
transmit TV pictures of 
astonishing clarity. 

Stealth-technology means the 
aircraft is radar-invisible. It can 
be heard, but not seen. The 

high altitude OP is known to 
US troops as the “Eye in the 
Sky”. 

Another part of the regimen- 
tal reserve, 1st Battalion, 3rd 
Marines were conducting static 
defence exercises. 

Mobility is a key word for 
this battalion - by foot, vehicle 
or helicopter - depending on 
the tramportation method it 
employs. An NBC exercise was 
under way, but in a “con- 
tamination-free” environment 
Sgt Bennie Benson was 
instructing a class of Marines in 

the use of the Mk 19 grenade 
launcher. 

“These 4Gmm grenades, 
which can he fired in 
automatic, blow to a casualty 
radius of five metres,” he 
explained. 

Later a heli-mobile raiding 
party lifted from the scorching 
sands. It was an impressive 
sight as a large force of CHS3 
Sea Stallion heavy-lift helicop- 
ters protected by an escort of 
Cobra armed attack and Huey 
gun ship helicopters, flew in to 
pick up the Marines. 

The operation ran smoothly 
and in a short space of time, 1st 
Battalion, 3rd Marines was 
airborne and on its way to land 
and block an enemy break- 
through. 

Similarities between this 
operation and those carried out 
by Britain’s 24 Airmobile 
Rrigade were obvious. 

The whole is termed a 
MAGTF - Marine Air-Ground 
Task Force. 

As one impressed spectator 
so aptly described it, the force 
was “awesome!” 

25 24 



I 

TAPIOs take the lead 
TAPIOs - Territorial Army 
Public Information offers - 
the first volunteer soldias to 
serve in the Gulf, are more 
commonly known by the 
international Press whom they 
look after as “minders”. 

Fiveofthemhaveheenkcpt 
very busy since th& mid- 
October arrival orgsnising 
facilities, including visits to the 
fmnt,forthemedia. Bytheend 
of the year they had organised 
more than 60 major facilities. 

They also generate informa- 
tion, stories and photographic 
opportunities. 
AU have the rank of captain 

on Short Service Voluntary 
Commissions with 7 A r m 0 d  
Brigade. 

They are Pctcr Griffiths, 
eX-RAOC photographer and 
now a postmaster; Mervyn 
Wynne Jones, Government 
information oilicer; Anthony 
Fairbanlrs-Weston, the grand- 
son of Doughs Fairbanks Jnr, 

and SO3 P Info, Eastern 
District; Peter W h ,  ex- 
RCT and now a translator at 
the Headquarters of Allied 
Forces Central Europe; and 
Richard Hdord ,  ex-int Corps 
and ilow working for Naafi 
Financial Services. 

Capt Griffith8 said: “Some of 
the facilities have heen set up at 
very short notice. It is very 
much a question of thinking on 
your feet and making instant 
decisions. 

“In general, despite th~ 
reputation to the contrary, the 
representatives of the media 
have behaved extremely well. 
We now have a very Bood 
working relationship and 
mutual professional respect. 
“We we the first TA officers 

to come out and we me very 
proud to be its first rrpresenta- 
tives to serve with the Desert 
Rats. It hos meant putting our 
avilian jobs on ice, which has 
not always been easy.’’ 

Ray flies 
the KOSB 
colours 

lion, The Kinfs  Own Scottish 
Bordwrs. Nwmally a Head- 
quarters Company clerk in 
Edinburgh, he is now worlring 
in Field Records at Baldridr 
Lines. Then Capt Greville 
*say, fmm the m e  
regunent, arrived. 

Cpl Johnson, however, in- 
sists the status quo remains. He 
explained: “Capt Rpmsay was 
posted in as ops officer to the 
1st Battalion, The Queen’s 
own Highlanders. so I main- 
tain I am the only one +.” 
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COMPETITION 505 -- 
Competttlon No 502 The 

Regem, RHQ RE, Bmmp- 
ton Barracks, Chatham. 
Book prizes go to 
runners-up M n  B Martln, 
Ot &lt.ah, Cornwall, end 
Nons. Mr T Pugh, of Newark, 

E50 winner le MO] J E N 
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Bath w88 a noted cavalry 

centre in the Georgia0 and early 
Victorian times but &ere is no 
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NEWBURY RACECOURSE 
A vacancy exists for an enthusiastic 
and energetic s who would be 
responsib€e for on, confxol and 
maintenqnce of spares, 
materials and accommodation stores. 

I spacial message. 
#ears, 949 Wbo& Lane, 
irlay, Lancs PR7 5NU. 

" .  , . .  . 
The st would be ideally suited to an 

who wiU lx settling within commuting 
distance of Newbury, Berkshire. 

The remuneration consists of 
competitive salaryx non contributory 
pension scheme, overtime available. 

MC r at the end of his 22 years service 

NEED A CV? I 

Applicatfons in writing together 
with CV to: 

Estate Manager 
Newbury Racecourse Plc 

The Racecourse 
Newbury< B e r h  RG14 7NZ 

- Overseas Appointments for 
Rapier System Technicians 

AIIWOIK m t e a  nas vacanaes rorquaunea iecnmaans wltn recent i st/ 
2nd/3rdline servidn experience on Rapter Systems tb work on a civilian 
contract su orting e Sultan of Oman's Armed Forces. A e range 22 to 

Theseunaccompanied, renewable (15 months minimum) contracts 
offer the chance to work as part of a large, wellmotivated expatriate Bnhsh 
community in a leasant, fnendly country which enjoys one of the best 
climates in the Addle East 

i? 54,ONC/B P C (or equivalent) an advantage, dean dnving cence essential. 
t i  

Benefits include: 
I 

Tax free salary, allowances & bonuses. 
Free messin and air-conditioned accommodation. 
Free medicafcare. 
Free life and accident insurance. 
Goods orting and recreational facilities. 
Enjoya g le social conditions. 
Regular paid leave with free UK air passages. 
Interesting and challenging work. 
The chance of promotion. 

Why not write (no stamp required) with CV to Mr. D. Milne, Airwork 
Limited, FREEPOST, Christchurch, Dorset BH23 6BR, quoting reference S/3 
or telephone (0202) 572277 ext 2294. 

. .  
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t i  
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Preparatory School - 
Day sed Boardug Education for Bap m d  

between the ages of 4-13 years. 

* Smallclasses * ConvenimtCotsw~dlocatiaa 

* Good Family atmosphere * Excellent record in public 
school preparation 

* Escon service to and fromairpons and mainline stations 

* Long, Happy association with services 

FuUy inclusive fm - 90% eoverd by BSA 

P- I 

FREEPHONE Belgium 11-32-1 
INSTANT ACTION GermanylBerlin 01 30-44-96 
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' "I  RUGBY ROUND-UP BOXING CANOEING 

Services 

THE Army-Royal Air Force 
boxing match, due to take place 
at Aldershot on January 17, was 
called off by the airmen because 
of their Op Granby commit- 
ments. 

As SOLDIER went to prrss 
the Royal Navy-Army fixture at 
HMS Nelson on January 31 
was still on. 

Despite the outbreak of war 
in the Gulf, Army sports 
fixtures in the United Kingdom 
are expected to go ahead 
wherever possible. 

RWF kept \---ziting 
SO HERE we are a&. The 
Army Major Units Cup in the 
UK has reached the semi-fmal 
stage and it has a very familiar 
ring about it, writes John 
Quin. 

Tmops Hereford, unfortu- 
nately, had to pull out of the 
competition (guess why?) be- 
fore they had another chance to 
topple the Dukes, leaving the 
Yorkshiranen with a bye to the 
semis, where they now host the 
sappets from Minley, 1 and 3 
Training Regiments RE. 

Meanwhie, down in Hamp 
shire those old cup war horns, 
SEME, host the Airborne 
Gunners, 7 Para RHA. Is it to 
be yet a n o h  UK final 
between the Dukes and 7 RHA 
or will the sappers or REME go 
for the right to meet 1 RWF, 
the BAOR Cup champions, for 
the -test prize in Army 

rugby, the Amry ChsUenge 
Cup, due to be played in 
Aldershot at the Military 
Stadium on Thursday April 1 I? 

The UK hnal is due to be 
played, by the way, on the Same 
gmund, 011 Thnrsdpy, February 
28. MO=  new^ on this 
competition and on the Minor 
units later. 

What, by sane, bns been 
claimed to have been the 
Cavalry Cup Final, cenainly as 
far as BAOR is concerned, was 
played recently, not on the 
plains of Germany, but in the 
Gulf. We told you before 
Chrism~v how the 1st Queen's 
Dragoon Guards had taken on 
the American Service rugby 
champions, the 9th Corn- 
munications Battalion. 

Well, another 'bluey' from 
the front landed on my desk the 
other dav, courtesv of SSm 

I We offer: 
*Professional Training *Management Prospects * Hiah Financial Rewards *location Preference 

Full name . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Ranh. ................................ 
Address ........................................................................................... 

.................................................. Poslmde ............................... 
Tel No ............................... Age ............... Run out Date .......................... 

George Clegg, relating the 
game between the 1 QDG and 
The Queen's Royal Irish 
Hussars, played on a grass 
rugby pitch at the AI-Jubayl 
remation centre. 

Several hundred partisan and 
very vocal supporters were 
treated to a thriller, and at half 
time the only thing separating 
the two sides was a penalty by 
the QDG scrum half, LCpl 
Fido Ridley. 

With both teams resuming at 
the m e  frantic pace on the 
restart, the Hussars levelling 
the score through another 
penalty, rhis time by Cpl Tim 
Waddell. 

Further scores by both sides 
saw Capts Philip Marques 
(QDG) and Robert Hutton 
(QRIH) go over for a converted 
try apiece, which levelled the 
scores at nine points each, and 
that's how it f ~ s h e d .  By all 
accounts everyone felt that it 
was a fair result. 

The ball used in the game 
was given to A Sqn QDG by 
civilian club Bamy RFC, to 
whom many thanks from all the 
boys concuned. 

It is not too early to remind 
you again of the 75th 
Army-Navy game at Twick- 
enham on March 23rd, the first 
game between the two Services 
being played in 1878. Since 
then honours have been more 
or less even, with the Army 
having won the last three in a 

Of course, those of you who 
row. 

have been there know that it is 
not just about a game. It is 
about the "Day". The West 
and North Car Parks on 
Army-Navy day start to fa up 
as soon as the gates * open, 
about 1100. 

Out come the tents and 
barbecues and car boot bars 
and by midday, three hours 
before kickaff, all you can see 
h e a t h  the fhatfonl haze are 
thousands, fmm aIl walks of 
Service life, renervlng old 
friendships and looking for- 
ward to another great encoun- 
ter on the park. 

AFFAS, the game's spon- 
son, have awarded a trophy for 
the most enterprising unit 
enteRBinment area at Twick- I 
enham on the day, so why not 
come along with all your 
friends and families, enjoy 
yourselves and see if you can 
win the trophy. 

Family tickets will be on sale 
again by arrangement with the 
RFU, whereby two adults and 
three whd-aged children get 
seats in the East stand - the 
sunny side - for the cost of two 
adult tickets. 

tickets are also available at f l  
per head and both these offers 
can be obtained from the RFU 
Ticket Office up to March IS. 

0 The Army beat Hampshire 
18-9 at Aldershot Military 
stadium in heir first build-up 
match to Twkkcnham. 

1 

' 

School and cadet party , 
I 

See you at HQ! 

I 

A V C A l l k -  e. 
But M m ur case O f P i e u e e a i  2aSm L9~ 
Because the Pininfarina styling proves poor - w e  

And the smooth.museular lines d e  an acceleration of 

But one laok should tell you ail you need to know, 
When we tell you it's still the classic hot hatchback, we're 

For derails aftax~free sale8 contact Peugeot 'hlbot Export 
not pullins the wool over y o u  eyes. for the 1so5cc power unit under the bonnet. 

0-60 in 7.5 sffonds seem almost pmetable. 
But this a 5  isn't only a ear for a once-in-a-blue-moon 

manouevre down the Autobahn. 
A Boseh L-Jetronic fuel injection system makes it as adept 

at loping through city streets as it is advancing through open 
countryside. 

And. no matter what son of exercise you're involved in, 
all-round independent suspension and wide, low prahle tyres 
make for h t  class roadholding. 

Ventilated discs keep braking cool and efficient, while 
electric front windows, central lacking and leather trimmed 
Seats do the Same for the driver, 

There are a hundred other little things that go towards 

or one of the agents listed below. 

~~ 

Tel. No. 

Peugeot Tdbot Export 
461l490 Mile End Rd.. London El 4PE.Tel: 011-265 8844. f i x :  499 8478. 
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Dragoon Guards had taken on 
the American Service rugby 
champions, the 9th Corn- 
munications Battalion. 

Well, another 'bluey' from 
the front landed on my desk the 
other dav, courtesv of SSm 
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George Clegg, relating the 
game between the 1 QDG and 
The Queen's Royal Irish 
Hussars, played on a grass 
rugby pitch at the AI-Jubayl 
remation centre. 

Several hundred partisan and 
very vocal supporters were 
treated to a thriller, and at half 
time the only thing separating 
the two sides was a penalty by 
the QDG scrum half, LCpl 
Fido Ridley. 

With both teams resuming at 
the m e  frantic pace on the 
restart, the Hussars levelling 
the score through another 
penalty, rhis time by Cpl Tim 
Waddell. 

Further scores by both sides 
saw Capts Philip Marques 
(QDG) and Robert Hutton 
(QRIH) go over for a converted 
try apiece, which levelled the 
scores at nine points each, and 
that's how it f ~ s h e d .  By all 
accounts everyone felt that it 
was a fair result. 

The ball used in the game 
was given to A Sqn QDG by 
civilian club Bamy RFC, to 
whom many thanks from all the 
boys concuned. 

It is not too early to remind 
you again of the 75th 
Army-Navy game at Twick- 
enham on March 23rd, the first 
game between the two Services 
being played in 1878. Since 
then honours have been more 
or less even, with the Army 
having won the last three in a 

Of course, those of you who 
row. 

have been there know that it is 
not just about a game. It is 
about the "Day". The West 
and North Car Parks on 
Army-Navy day start to fa up 
as soon as the gates * open, 
about 1100. 

Out come the tents and 
barbecues and car boot bars 
and by midday, three hours 
before kickaff, all you can see 
h e a t h  the fhatfonl haze are 
thousands, fmm aIl walks of 
Service life, renervlng old 
friendships and looking for- 
ward to another great encoun- 
ter on the park. 

AFFAS, the game's spon- 
son, have awarded a trophy for 
the most enterprising unit 
enteRBinment area at Twick- I 
enham on the day, so why not 
come along with all your 
friends and families, enjoy 
yourselves and see if you can 
win the trophy. 

Family tickets will be on sale 
again by arrangement with the 
RFU, whereby two adults and 
three whd-aged children get 
seats in the East stand - the 
sunny side - for the cost of two 
adult tickets. 

tickets are also available at f l  
per head and both these offers 
can be obtained from the RFU 
Ticket Office up to March IS. 

0 The Army beat Hampshire 
18-9 at Aldershot Military 
stadium in heir first build-up 
match to Twkkcnham. 

1 

' 

School and cadet party , 
I 

See you at HQ! 

I 
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0-60 in 7.5 sffonds seem almost pmetable. 
But this a 5  isn't only a ear for a once-in-a-blue-moon 

manouevre down the Autobahn. 
A Boseh L-Jetronic fuel injection system makes it as adept 

at loping through city streets as it is advancing through open 
countryside. 

And. no matter what son of exercise you're involved in, 
all-round independent suspension and wide, low prahle tyres 
make for h t  class roadholding. 

Ventilated discs keep braking cool and efficient, while 
electric front windows, central lacking and leather trimmed 
Seats do the Same for the driver, 
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