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FRONT COVER: Main picture —
Cpl Gary Morley (left) and Cpl
Martin Flynn pictured outside
Gloucester Cathedral during
the farewell parade of the 1st
Battalion, The Gloucester-
shire Regiment before amal-
gamation with The Duke of
Edinburgh’s Royal Regiment
(Berkshire and Wiltshire), pic-
tured (inset) being inspected
by the Duke of Edinburgh at its
farewell parade in the grounds
of Salisbury Cathedral. See
Pages 26-27. Pictures: (Chris
Fletcher.)

Qee Pages 26-27.

/. END of an occupation. First moves have
been made in the British Army’s departure
from Berlin. Part one of a special report on
the units involved. See Pages 20-23.

® END of the line. Two more infantry
regiments are about to amalgamate.
Glosters and DERR make their farewells.

See Page 5.

® END of benefit. A posting to Northern\
Ireland cost one Army wife half her
income. Her battle continues to have the
allowance reinstated. See Page 30.

® NEW evidence has emerged which casts
doubt on the circumstances of the
bombing of the abbey on Monte Cassino.

A

Picture: UKLF

LSgt Grant Sexton, Coldstream Guards, studies the valley floor from a UN observation post at Strane

in central Bosnia. Situated among trenches in the Bosnian Croat front line, the OP overlooks a valley
on the other side of which are Bosnian Government (BIH) positions. Six-man sections from No 2

Company, Coldm Gds have been monitoring the ceasefire from the OP

Para killed

A PARACHUTE Regiment
soldier died after he and a
second soldier were wounded
during a Bosnian Serb attack
on Gorazde on April 15.

Cpl Fergus Rennie, who
joined the Regular Army in
1983 after service with the TA,
was part of a special forward air
control team apparently delib-
erately targeted while manning
a United Nations observation
post.

The attack followed air-to-
ground sorties flown by Nato
aircraft to maintain the integre-
ty of the Gorazde “safe haven™.
A Royal Navy Sea Harrier from
HMS Ark Royal was shot
down.

Five British United Nations
Military Observers (UNMOs)
and seven British Joint Com-
mission Observers were based
at Gorazde. Serb harassment
of UN forces dramatically
escalated following the first
attack by F16 aircraft.

A Number 2 Company, 1st
Battalion, Coldstream Guards
observation post separating
Bosnian and Serb forces near
Sarajevo came under a dawn
attack from hand grenades and
small arms fire after a trip flare
was set off.

The Coldstreamer observers
returned fire then withdrew,
but were again fired upon from
Serb bunkers. Their Warrior

vehicles gave Rarden cannon
and chain gun support which
destroyed two bunkers and
damaged others.

Royal Marine Timothy
Coates was shot dead by Bosn-
ian civilian police at a check-
point in Sarajevo. A driver for a
UNHCR liaison officer, he was
in civilian clothes.

A soldier from the 1st Battal-
ion, The Duke of Wellington’s
Regiment operating from
Bugojno was seriously injured
when the Saxon armoured
vehicle in which he was travel-
ling to Gornji Vakuf went over
a land mine on April 11.

Minor injuries were sus-

® Turn to Page 9

THE Nation Gives Thanks: An exclusive opportunity to win the official
. D-Day 50th anniversary commemoration shield produced under MoD
licence by Military Marketing International. Turn to Page 8.
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SOVEREIGN

PARADERS

NEWSLINE

Officer cadets passing out from the Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst, during the Sovereign’s Parade
give an “eyes right”. The reviewing officer, the Duke of Gloucester, Colonel-in-Chief of the Glosters,
was wearing the uniform of the regiment for the last time before its amalgamation. Sword of Honour
was awarded to JUO Philip White, who will serve with The Gordon Highlanders, while the Queen'’s
Medal was awarded to Officer Cadet Ruth Pilkington, who will serve with the Royal Signals

Monk refutes
Cassino claim

MONTE CASSINO’s only
surviving wartime monk has
re-opened the controversy over
the wartime bombing of the
monastery 50 years ago. The
decision was heavily criticised,
with the Germans strenuously
denying their soldiers used it
for cover.

On March 7, Brother
Augustine Saccamno  told
Monte Cassino Veterans Asso-
ciation secretary John Clarke
and tour organiser Ken
Foulkes that German troops
had taken shelter there.

“After all these years, the
truth has emerged. Despite
their denials, the Germans were
using the building, and the
decision to bomb the monas-
tery has been vindicated,” Mr
Clarke told SOLDIER.

“As Brother Augustine took
us past the subterranean St
Benedict’s Chapel, he pointed

to a room and told us that 300
people, including German sol-
diers, had sheltered there from
the bombing. We must have
looked shocked, because he
repeated, again in English, the
words, ‘including Germans’.”
Mr Foulkes, who served
with the RAF’s 190 and 644
(Heavy Bomber) Squadrons
during the Second world War,
confirmed the monk’s words.
Allied soldiers were con-
vinced that the Germans were
using it as a strong point, but
an embargo had been placed

on direct action against the
building.

Commanders could not
agree whether the monastery
should be destroyed, but even-
tually the overall commander
in Italy, Gen Sir Harold Alex-
ander, approved the attack.

On February 15, 1944 the
American bombs destroyed the
monastery. The Germans
turned this into a propaganda
coup by persuading the Abbot
to testify that no soldiers had
been in the monastery before
or during the attack.

Belize test halves trots

TESTS on 83 British troops in
Belize have established that a
single dose of a common
antibiotic can halve the time
taken to recover from trav-
eller’s diarrhoea.

Professor Michael Farthing

of St Bartholomew’s Hospital,
London, found that 45 soldiers
recovered in 22 hours and did
not need to go to the toilet half
as much as a check group of
38. Given a dummy tablet,
they recovered in 50 hours.

/m\
Met Office
plays part

MET OFFICE staff have pro-
vided invaluable early warning
of poor weather in Bosnia, said
Armed Forces Minister Jeremy
Hanley at the start of British
Science Week.

Timely forecasts by Meteor-
ological Office staff in theatre
had assisted planners moving
humanitarian aid over the
mountainous terrain.

Defence Secretary Malcolm
Rifkind visited Gurkhas and
their families during a four-day
visit to Nepal. He was shown
Bailey bridges erected by
Gurkha sappers during last
year's destructive monsoon,
and was briefed on welfare and
resettlement arrangements for
former Gurkha soldiers.

The Duchess of Kent attend-
ed a service of thanksgiving in
Guildford Cathedral on April 16
to mark the 75th anniversary of
the formation of the WRAC

\Comrades Association. /
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NEWSLINE

LATEST figures show that the
Territorial Army is just 131 short
of its establishment of 63,950.

The TA includes the Officer
Training Corps but not the Home
Service part-time element of the
Royal Irish Regiment, or non-
Regular permanent staff.

The figures were given in a
series of Commons written
answers on the Reserve Forces,
in which the following details
were also made available:

® Three TA units — 202, 203
and 204 Field Hospitals — are
less than two-thirds recruited.

@®TA pay, allowances,
National Insurance contributions
and training bounties will cost an
estimated £114.2 million this
year as against £128 million for
1993-94.

\ ® Strength of the Regular

Army Reserve is
44,882.

@ Role of the
eight TA battal-
ions in the Allied
Command Eur-
ope Rapid
Reaction Corps
is to conduct
security tasks in
the rear area of the battle zone,
such as defending key logistic
installations and supply routes.
Likely deployment time is 90
days for mobilisation.

The MoD is preparing legisla-
tion on the reserves including

measures to simplify the present .

arrangements for the call-out of
former Regulars. An announce-
ment on the future of the TA is
expected later this year.

A summary of Defence topics
from Westminster

The major in-
dependent re-
view of Service
career and man-
power  structure
announced earli-
er this year will be
led by Mr Mich-
ael Bett, former
British Telecom
deputy chairman and Cellnet
chairman, Armed Forces Minis-
ter Jeremy Hanley announced.

Further appointments to the
team, which will also consider
terms and conditions of service,
will be announced in due course.

The review, which will take up
to a year to complete, will take ac-
count of changes in military com-
mitments and deployment pat-
terns, including any resulting from
current Defence costs studies.

‘TA well up to strength, MPs told’

Among its areas of study will
be ‘“the relationship between
responsibility, rank, trade and
pay, and the concept of perfor-
mance pay; current sources of
dissatisfaction; and the scope
for a rationalised pay and
allowance structure.”

It has a particular remit to con-
tribute to longer-term manpower
cost savings while taking full
account of “the requirements to
maintain  disciplined, highly-
trained and well-motivated
armed forces, and of the particu-
lar requirements of Service life.”

Of the three services, the
Army has the lowest percentage
of females — 5.7 per cent of its
total personnel as against 8.5 in
the RAF and 7.6 in the RN. /

Falklands
defenders
hold out

MILITARY and civilian per-
sonnel based in the Falkland
Islands joined forces to test
plans for the defence of Mount
Pleasant airfield.

During an exercise played
“for real”, the enemy was
drawn from the Falkland
Islands Field Squadron, 9 Para
Fd Sgn RE, and C (Assault
Engineers) Coy, 7 GR, the res-
ident infantry company.

Two-thirds of the defending
force was from the Royal Air
Force with the remainder pro-
vided by Army personnel on
the detached strength of RAF
Mount Pleasant.

Field kitchens set up at
remote locations became par-
ticularly important when the
weather turned nasty. The
defenders, dug in in cold, wet
and muddy trenches, succeed-
ed in repelling every attack.

@ It is anticipated that Ter-
ritorial Army infantry units will
be used to reinforce the Falk-
lands Garrison. An announce-
ment is expected soon.

Joke’s on the Irish

St Patrick’s Day was a day late for th

¥

e 1st Battalion, The Royal Irish

Regiment in Cyprus because the regimental Colonel-in-Chief, the
Duke of York, was on duty with the Royal Navy. After the traditional
presentation of shamrock, Prince Andrew judged Support Compa-
ny to be the best dancers and A Company the best singers. C Com-
pany took the boxing honours. The Duke is pictured with Cpl and

Mrs Michael Sterritt.

Sappers on target in South Atlantic

REVENGE was sweet for Maj
Ian James, Officer Command-
ing 9 Parachute Squadron,
Royal Engineers, when his
team narrowly beat the Falk-
land Islands Defence Force in

the Port Stanley march-and-
shoot competition.

Maj James was beaten by a
FIDF team in 1985.

The other 9 Para Sgn team
came third with a Royal Green

Jacket team fourth and the

RAF Regiment fifth.
Among the 13 teams were an
all-woman team, and five

Army and a Royal Navy entry
from the headquarters staff.

D-Day
berths
vacant

LATE cancellations by Ameri-
can veterans have created up to
500 vacant berths on the Can-
berra, which will play a central
part in the D-Day commemo-
ration ceremonies.

The P&O cruiser is due to
sail from Southampton on the
eve of June 4, take part in the
Royal Review of shipping in
the Solent the following day,
and cross the Channel as part
of the flotilla escorting the
Royal Yacht.

There will be a service of
commemoration in mid-Chan-
nel before the ship docks at
Cherbourg. On the morning of
June 6 passengers will be taken
by coach to their chosen
remembrance services in war
cemeteries close to the beach-
es, and in the evening British
veterans will parade at Arro-
manches in front of the Queen
before  sailing back to
Southampton during the night.

Prices, including accommo-
dation, all meals on Canberra
and coach travel, start at £250.
Veterans and their relatives
who want to take up places
should contact RBL Depart-
ment Canberra, 48 Pall Mall,
London SW1Y 5JY (tel: RBL
Travel 0926 499366) as soon
as possible.

Veterans and their escorts
will be given priority, but there
may be room for relatives.

7
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NEWSLINE

Two more garrisons face testing times

THE OLDEST and one of the
newest Army garrisons will be
market-tested as part of the
Ministry of Defence’s commit-

ment to deliver value for money.

Colchester and former RAF
Wattisham, now the home of
3 Regiment, Army Air Corps,

will have their administration,
transport, stores and office
support services examined to
determine suitability for intro-

ducing competiton. The feasi-
bility study should be
completed by February next
year.

The Scout helicopter, veteran of more than 30 years’ service with the Army Air Corps, makes its final fly-past on March 30 at an event at Middle

Wallop attended by Maj Gen Simon Lytle, the corps’ director. The Scout, which is being phased out, entered service in 1963

Sappers
disband
on Rock

SAPPERS permanently based
in Gibraltar have left the Rock
after more than two centuries
of service.

Before disbanding, the 1st
Fortress Specialist Team,
Royal Engineers held a final
parade watched by thousands
of Gibraltarians and unveiled a
life-size statue of a 1772
sapper.

Royal Engineers officers had
served on the Rock since it was
captured in 1704 but it was not
till 1772 that the senior engi-
neer, Col Wailliam Green,
raised the first Company of
Soldier Artificers.

It is to the Rock that Royal
Engineers look for their roots
and the corps is immensely
proud of the link. More than
any other body in the Army, it
is sappers who made Fortress
Gibraltar what it is today.

Tunnelling began during the
great siege of 1779-83 and
ended only in 1968. The engi-
neers provided an operations
centre and spoil for a runway
extension which were crucial in
the invasion of North Africa in
1942,

Sapper units will continue to
visit Gibraltar.

® See back cover

British officers

killed over Iraq

A BRITISH Army lieutenant
colonel and acting major were
killed when two American F15
aircraft shot down two Black
Hawk helicopters in a “no-fly
zone” over northern Irag.

Lt Col Jonathan Swann,
Royal Artillery, and Maj Harry
Shapland, Irish Guards, were
among 26 American, French,
Turkish and Kurdish soldiers
and civilians who died on April
14 when their Black Hawks
were mistaken for Iraqi Hinds.

They were part of a UN

military co-ordinating com-
mittee to the Kurds.

Lt Col Swann, married with
two children, had 29 years’
service. Maj Shapland, a single
man, had been in the Army
eight years.

Adventure day

AN adventure-packed day for
24 children with learning diffi-
culties was laid on by 27 Regi-
ment, Royal Logistic Corps at
Buller Barracks, Aldershot.

Lowland Band’s
spirited start

MILITARY musical history
was made in March when the
new Lowland Band paraded
for the first time at Redford
Barracks, Edinburgh.
Bandsmen, formed from
three Scottish Division regi-
ments — The Royal Scots, The
Royal Highland Fusiliers and
The King’s Own Scottish Bor-
derers — marched on to the
square under Director of
Music Graham Jones and
Bandmaster Tony Clarke.

They received their new cap
badges from Divisional
Colonel Col Clive Fairweath-
er, and a “wee dram” to toast
the success of the Lowland
Band.

Under Options for Change,
all Scottish infantry regiment
bands have been cut to create
two large bands, the Lowland
and the Highland, which was
formed on April 12.

Both will be stationed in
Edinburgh.

Gorazde

® From Page 3
tained by two other soldiers
and two Bosnian civilians
working as interpreter and
guide for the soldiers.

There was heavy shelling in
the Bugojno area near the
Dukes’ base and also consider-
able incoming fire at Maglaj,
where No 3 Company, 1st Bat-
talion, Coldstream Guards,
returned fire.

Soldiers from 1 DWR were
the first in blue berets to patrol
on foot in Bugojno in new mea-
sures to bring the UN closer to
local communities.

British soldiers are also
patrolling on foot in the Stari
Vitez enclave.

e

Cpl Gordon Dykes raises his
glass to the Lowland Band



Husband and wife Paul and Marion Bastow gave a smile for the camera
after Marion, a WO2 QMSI in the Army Physical Training Corps, had
been presented with a Long Service and Good Conduct Medal at Alder-
shot by Commander Initial Training Group, Brig Colin Groves. The
couple made APTC history two years ago, it is thought, when they
became the first serving parents in the corps. Earlier this year, SSgt
Bastow, who is based at ATR Pirbright, was presented with a second
baby, Katie. In characteristic fashion, Marion — who has served in the
Army for 17 years — competed in the Inter-Services table tennis champi-

onships the following month.

Picture: Mike Perring
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lan ‘highly’

surprised

When Lt Col lan Daniell, outgoing commander officer of 33
Regiment (EOD) Royal Engineers returned from leave, he dis-
covered the base (at Oakington, Yorkshire) deserted except for
a solitary Lynx helicopter. Still thinking that an operation had
scattered his men to other parts of the country, he was hustled
into the Lynx (provided by 9 Regt AAC) and flown to the airfield.
There, he was greeted by the sight of his men formed up, and
proudly took his place at the head of his regiment.

' Cask

in
taken

First pint from the
pumps at the new
Naafi club at Dering
Lines, Brecon, went
to Director of Infan-
try Maj Gen Bryan

week of opening, the
club took £4,500
against a target of
£1,700, prompting
manager Sylvia
Bain to say: “I was
delighted with the
result, and | am
pleased that cus-
tomers have taken
to the new facility.”

Former Mounted Section
Troop Sergeant Major
Ernie Scattergood
received a four-legged pre-
sent from RMP Mounted
Troop UKLF when he cele-
brated his 80th birthday. It
took the form of Cadiz, a
horse which had served
the troop well for several
years. Ernie, pictured with
the RMP’s WO2 Gerry
Russell, had a colourful
Army life spanning 35

years before his retirement |

in 1967. A year later, he
made national news when
he bought his faithful steed
of 15 years, Tom, on
whom he had won many
trophies, out of the Army
for£50. ..

- i

force i

Maj Charles Carpenter of the Royal Wiltshire Yeomanry
accepts the first cask of a rather special product from
James Arkell, managing director of Swindon-based
Arkell's Brewery, watched by soldiers from the Gloucester-
shire Hussars and Wiltshire Yeomanry. The product is
Yeomanry Bicentenary ale, specially brewed by the firm to
commemorate this year's 200th anniversary of the Yeo-
manry. It will be offered to Yeomanry messes throughout
the United Kingdom as a guest beer. James is a lieutenant
colonel in the regiment.

X

Duttor, | o D T I A A Y S A RNy

Flourishing the modern-day equivalent of the Queen’s
Shilling (the Queen’s 15 quid!) is potential Para Kevin
Jones. What made his signing-on at the Army recruit-
ing office in Crewe a little bit different was that he was

being officially enlisted by his father, WO David Jones,

Royal Scots Dragoon Guards.

detachment
» from
» Members of the US M4

Picture: Mike Perring
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D-DAY

com petltlon : Normandy Landings 6°June 1944 50"Anniversary
These are the prizes in this exciting D-Day competition which i ' o
has been organised by Defence Consultants International, in
conjunction with Military Marketing International who design and
manufacture the shield, clock and picture plaque. The design of
the shield has been officially approved by the Ministry of
Defence. All three products are distributed by Defence
Consultants International, PO Box 13, Malvern, Worcestershire
WR14 2YX, and the sale of each Shield clock or Shield will
benefit Service charities.
Simply answer the following questions on the competition
coupon below, and you could win one of the D-Day souvenir
plagues:
1. How many troops took part in Operation Overlord?

a) 100,000 b) 140,000 c) 180,000
2. Which country contributed the most army troops?

a) Britain b) America ¢) Canada

3. What was the surname of the Supreme Commander for
Qverlord?
a) Eisenhower b) Churchill c) Lovat

4. What was the surname of the British Commander in Chief?
a) Montgomery b) Lovat c) Ramsay

5. Which of the following was not one of the beaches:
Utah; Omaha; Gold; Pluto; Juno; Sword

o e e e e R S SRl e SRR SRl e L SRR
[ T RN A Al MM et . BB L RS O 2 b
L TR gt Ol OO PR SRt W O I (L T SRS e SEPTN (O urei~ i IO
| ST e A AT A R ATt PO PR Je - DRSBTS L Lo PP Ty )
e POSIRICORIOS /302 s e ihiess sihasedbunt of
SRR R R R Bt iR i R G e e
| would like to win one of these D-Day products because Please send me further information on these products D tick

Closing date for entries: May 16. Winners will be notified by post within 7 days of the

closing date. The Editor’s decision is final and no correspondence will be entered into.

Return you entry to: SOLDIER Magazine, D-Day Competition,
............................................................................................ Ordnance Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU.

|

Naafi Car
WIDE RANGE OF
MAKES & MODELS

‘ TAX FREE SALES

_ TAX PAID SALES
FINANCE & INSURANCE

For further details phone 0602 354121 or return the coupon below.

*Written quotations on request. A deposit is normally required.
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D Tax free for use outside the UK

| Address |
!:| Tax paid for use in the UK l
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' I:] Mercedes Forces Purchase Scheme

| [ ] BMW Forces Purchase Scheme
e Send to : The Sales Manager, Naafi Financial Services,
ke FREEPOST, Nottingham NG1 1BR. [_] Used cars
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N ADVENTUROUS TRAINING AROUND THE GLOBE [l

RLC team
goes up
(and down)
in world

UKALO - Nepalese for “up-
hill” — became a familiar word
to ten members of 2 Close
Support  Regiment RLC
during their three-week
trekking and white water raft-
ing expedition to Nepal.

The high-altitude walking
phase lasted 16 days and took
the group from Princess Royal
Barracks, Giitersloh, on a 100-
mile loop up the Langtang
Valley, across the Kangja La
Peak (16,805ft) and back to
Kathmandu.

Led by Lt Tim Smith, the
trekkers celebrated Christmas
Day on the road, complete
with fireside carol service, roast
chicken, improvised Christmas
tree, and the Queen’s Speech
via the BBC World Service.

Other members of the Exer-
cise Ukalo Diamond team
were 2iC WO1 (ASM) Pete
Thompson, Capt Sheila
Braine, Capt Kate Glasgow,
Capt Phil Scoley, Lt Gill Bell,
Lt Dom Fletcher, Cpl Andy
Thomson, LCpl Shaggy
Shackcloth and Pte Tony Hart.

Three days of rafting on the
Trisuli river produced enough
moments of panic and chaos to
ensure that the expedition
video, filmed by Capt Scoley,
will provide interesting footage
for the Director of Army
Recruiting.

Volcano’s
deadly
sentinel

A TEAM of 12 REME soldiers
from 20 Electronics Workshop
swapped their normal routine
in Bielefeld to conquer black
mambas, “lost worlds” and
altitude sickness in their final
unit expedition before being
disbanded last month.

Exercise African Quadrant,
led by Lts Alex Watson-
Jackson and Allen Forster,
included trekking and climbing
in remote areas of Kenya.

Mt Susua, an extinct vol-
cano 2,400m high with an
almost vertical-sided valley,
provided a steep learning curve
for the team. A full day’s walk
was needed to reach the lost
world of the volcano’s crater
but the entrance was guarded
by a black mamba. When con-
fronted by a terrified Allen
Forster it turned tail and van-
ished into the undergrowth.

After a full day of walking
and climbing the team relied
heavily on their two Land
Rovers but driving conditions
proved hazardous. One of the
numerous spiked road blocks
shredded a Land Rover tyre
and the other vehicle became
so deeply bogged down in mud
it took two hours to dig it out.

Lying on the beach in Mom-
basa after four weeks of tough
physical activity, the team had
time to reflect on life outside
Bielefeld.
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apprentice

REGULAR drivers crossing
the Severn Bridge into Wales
in the near future may well
scratch their heads as they
wonder just what is missing on
the right hand side.

The answer is the prominent
blue sign on the roof of a mili-
tary training wing which for
many years has borne the
legend: “Army Apprentices
College”.

Next month, the last intake
of apprentices at

1947 to the Army Apprentices
School and, in the early 1960s,
to its final title.

During its existence, count-
less Royal Engineers have
served their apprenticeship at
the establishment , providing
the Army with skilled young
surveyors, blacksmiths, car-
penters and draughtsmen.

Indeed, many of the sappers
currently serving on humani-
tarian duties in Bosnia and
Croatia owe their

the historic build-
ing passes out, to
make way for ball
and chain and
bulldozer in a
£16m re-build which will see a
Regular (Welsh) battalion
housed on the Beachley Penin-
sula site in 1996.

It was here that on February
24, 1924, the War Office
opened the Boys’ Technical
School - later the Army Tech-
nical School (Boys) — to pro-
vide technical skills training for
boy soldiers.

Based near Chepstow,
Gwent, the school continued
to provide the Army’s young
Royal Engineers throughout
the Second World War before
again changing its name in

technical capabil-
ities to their time
at Chepstow.

Now all that is
to change.

Once that final batch of
apprentices has disappeared
through the gates next month,
Royal Engineer trade skills and
education will be carried out
elsewhere.

Last commandant of AAC
Chepstow is Col Chris
Haskell, whose arrival coincid-
ed with the final two-year
intake in 1992.

“Though it is the end of an
era, it is happening, not
because of this place or the
people in it, but because, with
the overall shrinkage of the
Army, there is no justification

r---_----
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Past work of art, due to disappear shortly: intricate wrought iron
surrounds self-explanatory sign outside the college’s guardroom.
The bell, from a troopship, was presented by group 55B in 1958

for keeping on two apprentices’
colleges,” he explained.

“Traditionally, apprentice
training has been a two-year,
integrated course. Our remit
has been to teach common mil-
itary syllabus (CMS) and lead-
ership  skills, to  help
apprentices reach senior NCO
or warrant officer rank within a
corps.

“Alongside that, there was
training for a Class 2 trade and
the education that goes with
that.”

Future Royal Engineer
training, Col Haskell said, will
be in two different parts and
locations, so could not be inte-
grated.

The plan is that the first year
will start at Minley, where
apprentices will concentrate on
the CMS, covering leadership,
education for trade and combat
engineering, before moving to
Chatham, where they will
focus on trade training.

Both establishments are part
of the Royal School of Military
Engineering.

Col Haskell is adamant that,
although the college ceases to
exist on June 11 it will be very
much business as usual until
then.

“I want the place to go out
on a high,” he enthused.

Although strictly speaking
the college is geographically in
Gloucestershire, and carries
out a good deal of project work
(“all good trade training for
our guys”) such as re-wiring
and plumbing for Tiddenham
Parish Council and the Forest
of Dean district, its main affili-
ations are with Chepstow.

“Our links, whether sport-
ing, commercial or social are
very much there,” said Col
Haskell, “and they are a two-
way affair.

“Chepstow is in our title, our
address is Chepstow, and the
town has been good to us.”

As a mutual goodwill gesture
— and, ironically, to mark the
college’s 70th anmiversary —
Chepstow’s mayor recently
invited its members to march
through the town, and for its

band to Beat Retreat at the
castle.

In its turn, apprentices had
designed a set of railings to be
placed around the town’s war
memorial and the college had
affectionately returned — in its
silver casket — the goodwill

One of the last batches of students at the college watch Sam Stuthbridge, the last Apprentice RSM, at
work in the sheet metalwork department. With him are instructor David Morgan and (left to right)
Apprentices Neil McGrady and Stewart Duffy and App Cpl James Blake

scroll presented to it by Chep-
stow Urban District Council
22 years previously.

The parade was a soggy
affair, but the -elements
couldn’t dampen the spirits of
the locals, who applauded with
genuine affection as the sol-

Col Chris Haskell, AA Coll Chepstow’s final commandant

diers passed under the archway
of the restored town gate
towards the saluting dais.

Down a hill behind it is a
famous local pub, the Five
Alls.

On its sign, a soldier, a
bishop, a king, a barrister and
John Bull are portrayed.

Underneath them is written,
respectively: “I fight for all”, “I
pray for all”, “I rule for all”, “1
plead for all” and “I pay for
all”.

As the Army Apprentices
College, Chepstow prepares
to go the way of other
past British military institu-
tions, it might be timely to sug-
gest that a sixth portrait is
added.

Mr “Ginge” Gilligan, now
aged 85, of the college’s Beach-
ley Old Boys Association, who
was one of the establishment’s
first group of apprentices,
could make a suitable candi-
date, for example.

And his description could
very well read: “I remember for
||
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A DOWDY former Commu-
nist factory took on a new lease
of life when Royal Electrical

and Mechanical Engineers
moved in.
The composite company

from the 1st Battalion, REME
in Osnabrick has
high standards of
engineering hygiene
and a pathological
hatred of dust parti-
cles which can conta-
minate its equipment.

Now the good engineering
practices of the Equipment
Support Company have rub-
bed off on the Koncar factory
management in Split. Working
areas have been cleaned up and
procedures rationalised since
the arrival of the British.

Local management was glad
to see them. The factory pro-
duced high-quality work but
lost its markets after the col-
lapse of Communism.

The factory now produces
electrical contract work for the
British, and offers better work-

Words:
Gordon Skilling

Pictures
Mike Weston

ing accommodation than the
battalion has in Germany.

A five-ton overhead crane
afforded plenty of room to
operate, said the master
welder, SSgt Max Sutherland.

The REME soldiers repair
vehicles, many of
which are damaged by
the very demanding
terrain over which
they operate. A com-
mon fault has been
hydraulic system con-
nections working loose.

The variety of work amount-
ed to on-the-job training for
some of the younger soldiers.
They dealt with many more
heavy vehicles than they would
normally see in Osnabriick,
and vehicle mechanics who
completed basic training only a
year before have done in two
months more than they could
have hoped for in a year at
home.

“We are doing twice as
much technical work across the
board as we would in Ger-

Careful drivers
appreciated here!

FITTERS: . at " Vitez . are
impressed by the care the Ist
Battalion, Coldstream Guards
takes of its fleet of armoured

arrives around 6pm and is

completed by about 10pm.
Vitez houses two of the three

main company fitter sections

fighting vehicles.
Equipment relia-
bility improved
because of the atten-
tion, making the task
of the fitter sections

much easier, said
WO1 Paul South-
worth, Artificer

Sergeant Major.

Under Capt Ewen
Mclay, the 71 men
of the Light Aid
Detachment regularly work
through the night to maintain
vehicles and have them ready
for the next morning.

In the first three months this
happened a dozen times.

Normally the evening’s work
16

WO1 Southworth

plus HQ company
section, which looks
after the majority of
support vehicles.

The third section
supports No 1 Com-
pany in Gornji
Vakuf, and a detach-
ment from 11 Field
Squadron RE ser-
vices the sappers’
engineering equip-
ment in Vitez.

The Warrior fleet includes
the first vehicles issued to the
British Army. With the Gulf
War behind them, and current
mileages of up to 6,000km a
week, they are lasting far better
than anybody expected.

REME sets standard

on the factory floor

REME's Equipment Support
Company based at the
Koncar factory in Split has a
secret weapon - a strike
force which includes ten
corps-standard rugby play-
ers. They trounced a French
team by 105 points to nine.
With a sports centre con-
veniently near their base,
they have plenty of opportu-
nity for training. At least one
evening a week soldiers play

basketball and volleyball,
and swimming classes are
popular.

SSgt Charlie Oliver, who
works in the production,
planning and control office,
runs recreational visits to
the island of Brac.

“Soldiers’ 60-hour passes
allow them to enjoy a holiday
island with water sports and
mountain activities,” he
said.

]

many,” said the officer com-
manding, Maj Peter Brown.

The Equipment Support
Company provides second-line
support from Split to Vitez,
with the exception of Royal
Naval Air Squadron heli-
copters and other specialist
equipment.

Of its 140 personnel, 103
work in Split, with 37 of a For-
ward Repair Group divided
into three detachments
between Tomislavgrad, Gornji
Vakuf and Vitez.

Forward detachments con-

centrate on clearing vehicles
broken down on UNHCR
convoy routes, second-line
recovery and back-loading UN
equipment to Split, where
major assembly replacements
are held for the fleet of 43 War-
riors and CVRT.

At the end of Operation

Grapple 3, the Equipment

Support Company will have
left its mark — it completed a
project started by 4 Armoured
Workshop (now 3rd Battalion,
REME) from Detmold to erect
a slide for an orphanage.

B NN .,

Part of a pioneering team: WO2 Jim Syman and Lt Arwyn Lewis (front, centre) with members of
“Red Fox” 361 Stores Section

o

Above — SSgt Max Sutherland
uses the light repair trailer

Below - LCpl Percy Pearce
and Mick Horne, both Light
Dragoons, LCpl Steve Myatt,
Dragoons LAD, and Cfmn
Josey Wales, 1 Coldm Gds
LAD, solve joint problems
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Signal
That’s
from Osnabruck

Administration Office

STRAIN

® From Page 17

As a nurse in an operational
environment she felt she was a
combat rather than a commu-
nity psychiatric nurse.

Her work was exciting, and
she saw it as pro-active in addi-
tion to looking after the psy-
chologically or psychiatrically
ill. Prevention was much more
important.

“Itis a dream come true fora
CPN to go out and teach a bat-
talion that stress is normal and
that nobody is being a wimp.
There just is not the time in the
UK because there are so many
referrals. Spreading the mes-
sage to a receptive audience is
brilliant.”

Capt Webster has also found
time to study for an Open Uni-
versity degree in psychology,
and is four years through a six-
year course. Her Bosnia expe-
rience is invaluable and she
doubts if she will ever do any-
thing to compare with it.

SIGNIFICANT develop-
ments in former Yugoslavia
meant increased responsibili-
ties for Royal Signals who pro-
vide all theatre and tactical
communications for British
forces in Bosnia.

The majority of 4th
Armoured Brigade Signal

Squadron (204) left Osna-
briick in November, along with
55 attached personnel from 30
Signal Regiment in Bramcote
and some Queen’s Gurkha Sig-

the Unit

Cpl Stephen Po

nals who make up the roll of
186.

At first, 204 Squadron pro-
vidled Commander British
Forces, Brig John Reith, with
his transport, clerks, cooks and
local defence at Divulge Bar-
racks, Split, as well as an
armoured tactical headquar-
ters.

When Dutch signallers left
Sarajevo the British took on
responsibility for the message
centre serving Lt Gen Rose

Signaller drivers: LCpl Al Pearson (front), LCpl Ge

Steve Jackson, Cpl Mark Makings and Cpl Fos Forrester
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ordie Cullens, Cpl Pat Howie, Cpl Jan Chappell, SSgt

pe, strategic

communica-
tions troop, deals with teleprinter traffic

success?
the lad

and the Bosnia-Hercegovina
command.

Signallers were then heavily
involved in building a new
headquarters for Brig Reith at
Gornji Vakuf when he moved
from Split to set up the new
one-star Sector South-West.

It is not only communica-
tions which they provide.
Without the Force Signal
Squadron there would be no
telephones, videos or TVs, no
shop and no pay.

The squadron maintains all
welfare equipment, and three
technicians have installed,
repaired and serviced nearly
400 separate pieces of equip-
ment.

In its limited spare time, the
squadron has been refurbish-
ing a temporary home for 60
displaced physically or mental-
ly handicapped people.

The wives’ club and German
and British communities in
Osnabriick keep in close touch
and helped raise funds to buy
an industrial washing machine
and shelving for a large store
room. The initial target of
DM17,000 was reached within
the first three months and
another DM 7,000 was added
a few weeks later.

Sig Jim Hardy
makes his mark

OP GRAPPLE

Above - LCpl Larry
Lewis, Cpl Tony Dawson,
Cpl Fos Forester, Sgt Kev
Moran and Cfn Al
Stephens provide the
Light Aid Detachment

Right - Sig Jim Womble
adjusts the SSVC satel-
lite dish to ensure good
reception

When an eye on the landlady
out of trouble

kept an UNMO

WHEN Bosnian landladies
do a runner, it is time for UN
guests to Worry.

Living with families far
from the relative security of
military compounds, the
United Nations Military
Observer (UNMO) in Bosnia
has to live on his wits if the
tide of battle sweeps over
him.

And it does.

Maj Richard John, Royal
Logistic Corps, has often
been overrun. During two
six-month tours as an
UNMO he has worked in
Vukovar and Osijek, both the
scene of bitter fighting, and
he was heavily involved when
mental hospitals were aban-
doned by staff during the
battle in Fojnica.

“You get a very good indi-
cation of what is going to
happen by watching people.
It pays to keep your ear to the
ground,” he said.

Maj Richard John

Being an UNMO is
arguably the most dangerous
job in the Bosnia-Hercegov-
ina command. Unarmed and
unescorted, they  travel
throughout the couatry in
soft-skinned  vehicles to
report on what they see.

When a report is made of
the number of shells which
dropped on an area, it is a
United Nations military ob-

server who has counted them.

“We also have to identify
where they came from and
where they landed so that any
enquiry can identify which
party is responsible for initi-
ating the action,” said Maj
John.

They are often the first
people into an area because
they are not usually seen as a
threat by those fighting. But
they do run a risk and have
been shot at.

“If you are sensible the ele-
ment of risk is not much
greater than anybody else’s,
and you soon get used to the
danger,” he said.

UNMUOs have a clear per-
ception of the situation in the
Balkans, and Maj John is
uniquely placed to under-
stand it.

There are almost 600 mili-
tary observers from 38
nations in former Yugoslavia
— three of Britain’s 18 are

Army — and Maj John latterly
collated their information at
the headquarters of the
Bosnia-Hercegovina  com-
mand at Kiseljak.

He also co-ordinated infor-
mation-gathering  between
the military information
teams and soldiers on
humanitarian tasks.

Key areas are liaison and
information gathering, with
humanitarian aid a secondary
task, but UNMOs do every-
thing from writing operations
orders to washing cars and
burning rubbish.

He was originally due to go
to the Western Sahara as an
observer but was asked to fill
a vacant slot in Bosnia. He
volunteered for a second tour
and hopes he will still be
wearing his original Royal
Army Ordnance Corps
shoulder boards when he
leaves the Army at the end of
his tour to join the UNHCR.
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The British Army’s long asso-
ciation with Berlin will end in
the autumn when the last unit
— The Queen’s Lancashire
Regiment — withdraws from
the city that once epitomised
the Cold War differences
between East and West.

After the collapse of the
Soviet Union and the formal
reunification of Germany,
there was no longer a role for
the Four Powers — America,
the Soviet Union, France and
Britain — which had occupied
the city since the end of the
Second World War.

Writer Laurie Manton and
photographer Terry Cham-
pion visited Berlin to record
the withdrawal. Part two of
their report will appear in the
next issue.

And a last fling
for the Gordons

WHEN THE 1st Battalion,
The Gordon Highlanders was
called upon to provide 100
sword dancers for this year’s
Edinburgh Military Tattoo,
the regiment admitted it did
not have them, but it did not
take long to find them.

A company at a time parad-
ed in stockinged feet at mass
auditions in the Smuts Bar-
racks gymnasium. There they
were put through their paces
by Pipe Major Stuart Samp-
son, whose experienced eye
picked out Jocks with a natural
talent for Highland dancing.
Those who didn’t were quickly
eliminated.

The past few months have
been memorable for the
Gordon Highlanders as they
prepared to leave Berlin for the
last time.

For three years, B Company,
equipped with 21 FV 432
armoured personnel carriers,
was the brigade’s mechanised
company. It spent much of last
year on mechanised training,
took part in two field-firing
camps, battalion exercises in
Germany and Denmark, and
acted as enemy for units who

Ptes Adrian Hunter, Wullie Troup and James McAlweenie lend a
hand in spring cleaning a B Company accommodation block
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Were undergoing pre-BATUS
training.

“We also supplied reinforce-
ments for Bosnia, but are now
cleaning up our barrack blocks
and vehicle garages ready for
handover. Our APCs have
been returned to an armoured
vehicle sub depot in the United
Kingdom,” said Maj Struan
Robertson.

It has been a frantically busy
time for the Quartermaster,
Capt Bryan Knowles, and his
staff who have masterminded
the backloading operation.

“Normally during an
infantry battalion arms plot
move, we would just hand over
most of our stores to the
incoming unit. Because of the
withdrawal, every single item
has had to be disposed of,” he
said.

Despite the massive clear-up
operation, the Gordons found
time to organise an inter-com-
pany drill assessment, so the
commanding officer and RSM
could judge the standard of the
battalion’s drill for forthcom-
ing parades.

This summer the battalion is
due to take part in a number of
Freedom parades throughout
its recruiting area before cele-
brating the regiment’s 200th
anniversary with a march
through Aberdeen in June.

One of the final acts of 1
Gordons was to attend a joint
service of commemoration
with 1 QLR at Berlin’s Com-
monwealth War Graves Com-
mission cemetery in
Charlottenburg. The Remem-
brance Day service had been
postponed from last November
because both battalions were
away on exercise.

As SOLDIER went to press,
the final elements of 1 Gordons
had left Berlin. The battalion
re-forms in Edinburgh, where
it is to amalgamate with The
Queen’s Own Highlanders
(Seaforth and Camerons) next
September. The new regiment
will be known as The High-
landers (Seaforth, Gordons
and Camerons).

BERLIN: THE FINAL CURTAIN

N
Eagle’s

origins

shrouded
in mystery

IF THERE is one military
building in Berlin that Maj
Alan Barnes AGC (ETS) will
be sorry to see handed back to
the German Government, it
would be his own, a century-
old barrack block in Smuts
Barracks which has been home
to 46 Army Education Centre
and 39 Library since 1986.

It was originally constructed
in 1888 to accommodate the
3rd Brandenburg Train Battal-
jon. During the Second World
War, “Behrend Kaserne” as it
was then called, housed horse-
drawn units of the German
Wehrmacht.

After the war, barrack block
2 housed a variety of British
Army units.

Its interior is splendid.
During restoration work, orna-
mental fibrous plaster cornices
and brickwork quoins were

Maj Alan Barnes is keen to establish the provenance of this badge painted on the ceiling of a corridor
in 46 Army Education Centre, Berlin, and would like to hear from anyone who can help to identify it

vault, the outline of a regimen-
tal badge was discovered and
subsequently restored.

Whether it was the badge of
the Brandenburg Train Battal-
ion has not been established.

uncovered and restored, and
when several layers of paint
were removed from a barrel

Banner
symbol
marks
city’s
debt to
Brigade

FOUR Berlin Infantry Brigade
units found themselves the
recipients of a signal honour
from the German Army’s top
soldier, Gen Klaus Naumann,
during a parade at Stadium
Barracks.

Headquarters Berlin In-
fantry Brigade, 1st Battalion,
The Queen’s Lancashire Regi-
ment, 1st Battalion, The
Gordon Highlanders and
Supply Services Berlin were
the first Allied units in Berlin to
be presented with Fahnenban-
der (banners) on behalf of the
German Minister of Defence.

Traditionally, the banners
have been awarded for partici-
pation in campaigns and bat-
tles or other acts of
distinguished military service.
They later became associated
with major jubilees or anniver-
saries and other special com-
memorative occasions.

Each banner is made of silk
in the German national colours
of black, red and gold and
inscribed “Einsatz fur Frieden
and Freiheit” meaning “In the
Service of Peace and Free-
dom™.

Brigade Commander, Brig
David Bromhead, said: “The
Fahnenbander are in recogni-
tion of our service in Berlin and
a symbol of our continued
close friendship and associa-
tion with the Bundeswehr,
which I believe will be a con-
stant in the years ahead.

“Although there were only
four guards on parade, they did
represent the 80 or so regi-
ments, battalions and units of
the British Army that have
served in the city during the
past 49 years.”
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WHEN the soldiers of 37 Port
Ordnance Detachment RAOC
arrived in Berlin in July 1945,
they could hardly have imag-
ined that their descendants
would still be stationed in the
city nearly half a century later.

But that is the case because
Supply Services Berlin, now
Royal Logistic Corps-driven,
continues to supply the British
garrison with everything
it needs ... from pork
chops to trucks, from
carpets to uniforms.

The unit is heavily
engaged in returning or
disposing of stores and
equipment no longer
required by departing
Army units.

Before German unifi-
cation in October 1990
resulted in the cessation
of the Allied occupation of
Berlin, the then Ordnance Ser-
vices Berlin was required to
maintain a 90-day reserve of
rations for troops and families
in case the sector was cut off as
it was during the Berlin block-
ade.

The blockade reserve was
held in a massive warehouse
complex, and included
10,0001b of straw for horses
and food for patrol dogs work-
ing in the city.

While some straw remains
(the garrison commander’s
charger is stabled in Berlin for
ceremonial duties) other items
have been disposed of.

Hundreds of “evacuation”
kits - containing heating and
cooking equipment for married
quarters were uncovered.
Every contingency was covered
by kits which included large
coal-fired water boilers, tin
baths, plastic chamber pots
and enormous frying pans.

Said WQO1 Chris Ward: “We
found a charitable use for
many of the items. They were
donated to organisers of a
humanitarian aid convoy to
22

Smolensk in Russia and given
to orphanages, hospitals, old
people’s homes and under-
privileged families.”

The majority of vehicles
operating in Berlin are owned
by the Berlin Senat which pro-
vided them for British Army
use. As a result, some are types
not usually seen in service with
the Army. Unimog ambu-
lances rub hubcaps with Opel
Kadett police cars and Mer-

i ‘;u:

Soldiers in Berlin Garrison have large appetites. Sgt Nev Waddington issues a ration of peas

storehouse
of surprises

In addition, more than 2,000
married quarters and 1,100
vehicles have to be handed
back. The time frame for clo-
sure is exacting. For example,
when the British garrison in
Singapore was withdrawn,
supply personnel were given up
to a year to close down. In
Berlin, Supply Services have
been given just three months.

Disposal of some items of
furniture has proved a prob-

cedes G Wagen.
Supply Services
Berlin employs 46
soldiers and more
than 250 civilians.
Many of the latter
have worked in the
depots for up to 40
years, so the logis-
ticians rely on
their experience.
Three major and
18 minor units are
to be closed, as
well as ten other
supporting organi-
sations including

A shiny number. OC Ordnance Depot, Maj Nick

schools, churches McNally, and Lt Tracey Allen take one of Berlin

and canteens run Garrison’s VIP Land Rovers for a spin. Note the
chromium-plated bumper

by Toc H.

lem. Trophies of war, such as
ornately carved desks, found in
buildings taken over by the
Allies at the end of the Second
World War, have been cata-
logued and priced by a
German auctioneer.

“Most have been bought by
MoD agents, but what remains
can be bought by officers’ and
sergeants’ messes and units, if
they so wish,” said Lt Col Ron
Chisholm, who heads the gar-
rison’s accommodation ser-
vices unit.

A number of items have
been earmarked for German
and British museums. A sec-
tion of the Berlin Wall in the
possession of 62 Transport and
Movement Squadron RLC is
being presented to the Royal
Corps of Transport Museum,
while the Berlin Folk Museum
will receive a number of
exhibits marking the British
Army’s service in Berlin. These
include an FV432 armoured
personnel carrier and a Ferret
scout car.

One of the oddest drawdown
problems solved by Supply
Services Berlin was that of

Above the Returned Stores Sub-Depot is an attic holding scenery and costumes from past Berlin Tattoos. Gerhard Kaisher, WO2 Fozz Faza-
kerley and Sean Fretwell take their places around King Arthur’s Round Table
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Above - Cpl Tony Lawman and Sgt Mark
Robertson exchange signatures as
another truck is returned for disposal

Right-WO1 Chris Ward tests an enamel
mug from a blockade evacuation kit

bread following closure of the Royal
Logistic Corps bakery last December.

“We got over it by ordering-in nine
months supply of sliced bread in one
go and storing it in chillers at minus
20 C. The Armed Forces’ food
chemist informed us it would remain
safe to eat for up to a year,” said the
supply depot’s superintendent, WO2
Andy Gooderham.

Last straw: Cpl Adrian Lane and Sgt Scott Roberis stack the
last bales from the now defunct blockade reserve
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How

FIRST ACCOUNTS of one of the really
great secrets of the Second World War,
the part played by Britain’s frogmen on D-
Day, were published in SOLDIER in Sep-
tember 1945. The exclusive reports were
made possible by the sudden collapse of
Japan, following which the British Gov-
ernment relaxed many of its wartime secu-
rity restrictions, writes Laurie Manton.

Without these gallant volunteers
recruited from the Royal Navy, Royal
Marines and the Royal Engineers, the D-
Day operation might have failed com-
pletely. While the might of the Germany
Army waited behind its Atlantic Wall for
the Allies to attack the shores of France,
the frogmen blew a mighty hole in their
undersea defences just hours before D-
Day.

Swimming silently many feet below the
surface of the sea, but towing behind them
on the surface light pneumatic dinghies
containing explosives, the frogmen tack-
led the giant obstacles that the Germans

Our D-Day special issue will be a double
edition incorporating the May 30 and
June 13 issues. It will include regular
SOLDIER features, as well as a pull-out
D-Day section, and will cost £1.20.

You can order a copy to be sent to
you by sending a cheque/po for £1.70
(including p&p) payable to “Soldier” to:
Soldier Magazine, D-Day issue, Ordnance
Road, Aldershot,
Telephone: 0252 347353.

D-DAY

COMMEMORATIVE
ISSUE

Hants GU11 2DU.

Subscribers will automatically receive

their D-Day issue.
D6
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revealed
secret of the
D-Day frogmen

your

D-DAY DOUBLE ISSUE:
Our coverage of the
50th anniversary of the
invasion that launched
the liberation of Europe
will include a special
82-page double issue
available
Details of how to obtain

copy
below.

in mid-May.

appear

World exclusive: how SOLDIER broke the story of the frogmen

thought would tear the bottom out of any
landing craft.

Some of these were 10ft high and con-
tained two tons of angle steel so cunning-
ly constructed in a series of triangles that
even a 500lb depth charge set off in the
middle had little effect on them.

The Germans thought themselves to be
safe behind these obstacles. No radar, no
flame-tanks, no flak-ships, no rocket-
planes, none of the new war devices they
knew about, could help an invading army
surmount their formidable undersea wall.

Yet in five hours before the first landing
craft arrived, nearly 3,000 of these obsta-
cles disappeared before their eyes . . . and
they did not know what was happening.
All they saw was an explosion, a small
column of water, a few bubbles and the
tops of their cherished barriers vanishing
beneath the waves.

Their minefields too (although they
could not see this) were being rendered
harmless by the same frogmen, who swam
away as silently and secretly as they had
arrived.

They knew they had to remain silent
about their role even after Germany sur-

rendered. There were just as many obsta-
cles round the coasts of Japan to be
tackled in their turn. They built replicas of
the types of barriers they knew the Japan-
ese were constructing and invented more
efficient ways of destroying them. Ameri-
cans arrived in Britain to learn the new
techniques.

Perhaps the sternest test of the frog-
men’s reticence came when the Germans,
using a copy of an Italian diving suit, tried
to blow up the bridge at Nijmegen. That
effort hit the headlines of every newspa-
per. The Royal Navy knew that its own
men were infinitely superior, but it had to
keep silent.

Britain’s frogmen dated back to the
early days of the war — another example of
how some Britons were planning an offen-
sive at a time when it seemed they were
incapable of defending their own shores.

This undersea army had to be able to
stay below water for long periods to carry
out demolition work, and if necessary to
fight underwater. So a new diving suit had
to be designed that would act as a second
skin.

Men dived in secret on certain harbours

G’
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Thousands of photographs of German beach
defences were taken by RAF photo-recon-
naissance aircraft. Here Germans erecting
obstacles in Normandy can be seen dashing
for cover or lying flat as the aircraft flies over

in Britain. Even their closest friends could
not be told what they were doing. They
called themselves Boom Defence Units
and let it be known that they were carrying
out routine patrols to make sure no one
could get through the harbour booms.

Suit after suit was tested and discarded
until finally they had what they wanted.
Their flippers were not new, having been
used for nearly 30 years by sportsmen
hunting for fish underwater.

One of the most testing problems was
adequate breathing apparatus. Finally a
streamlined affair involving bottles of
oxygen and carbon-dioxide absorbers
which could be carried without hamper-
ing the free movements of the wearer was
developed. It allowed a man to swim on
his chest or back, to stand up or turn head
over heels.

Suits were made in quantities for the
invasion of France and the men trained to
use them. The frogmen were on their way.

Next problem was to decide how the
Germans had defended the coasts of
France.

Aircraft made thousands of low-level
flights across the coasts of Normandy and
Britain while the tide was out. The tops of
undersea barriers were exposed above the
water. By taking photographs at extreme-
ly low heights and very oblique angles, the
RAF provided the Navy with an accurate
picture of what to expect.

Most formidable of all the obstacles was

D-Day divers demonstrate their skills for a SOLDIER came
side of this once world exclusive photograph is marked with a warning that if should

i

raman in 1945. The reverse

not be released until after the end of the war against Japan

the triangulated fence. Models were built
in Britain, but 5001b depth charges had no
effect. A way of blowing them up with 37
separate charges each was devised. Three
charges cut the front away from the sup-
ports, the rest caused the triangles to col-
lapse. When the charges went off, the
10ft-high obstructions sank to form a
tangle of steel rods only 18in high.

At the end of the war, SOLDIER pho-
tographer Sgt Monty Berman was sum-
moned in secret to a London swimming
pool in which the frogmen were filmed for
the first time being put through their
paces.

Staff writer Sgt John Hallows described
the scene:

“The men in their suits look like naked

men with shiny, thick grey skins, as tough
as elephant hide. The shape of their heads
is so clearly defined that they looked as if
they have no hair. And, in place of their
faces, are small circles of thick glass. On
their shoulders are streamlined containers
that are in fact the outside lungs that
enable them to stay underwater for 90
minutes.

“As their tale was told on the side of the
swimming baths, the Martian men lum-
bered awkwardly along the side. They
were then told to swim quietly up and
down the baths. Like swans they lost their
awkwardness as soon as they entered the
water and became creatures of infinite
grace.”

The secret was out.

25



THE GLORY of the Glosters
will never fade.

No one but the Glosters
could have done what they did,
said their brigadier after the
famous stand in Korea.
Wellington said the same
about both their ancestors,
some of whom carried out
“one of the most brilliant
exploits ever performed by any
regiment”.

Raised in 1694, the regiment
became the 28th of Foot
(1742) and was joined by the
61st (1758) to become the
North and South Gloucester-
shire Regiments in 1782.

Unique in many ways, it had
by 1952 more battle honours
than any other regiment, and
an American presidential cita-
tion for valour.

The singular honour of
wearing two cap badges recalls
a cool “about face” in Egypt
when the Glosters fought back
to back to repel French attack-
ing their front and rear.
Against the Sikhs another dis-
ciplined turn confounded cav-
alry attacking their rear and a
section did the same at Let-
padan where Glosters gave the
victorious Japanese a very
bloody nose.

The Glosters showed their
style in all phases of war, Fol-
lowing Gen Wolfe, it was the
first regiment of the line to
scale the Heights of Abraham
at Quebec.

Glosters kept their standards
while covering withdrawals
such as Corruna, Dunkirk,
Burma and Korea. They were
frequently the rock over which
overwhelming attacks broke.

They blunted the last major
German offensive of the First
World War, in the Second their
ferocious tenacity in holding
the Germans off Dunkirk
helped save the British expedi-
tionary force. The epic stand of
D Company, 10th battalion at
Myitson denied vital ground to
determined Japanese attackers,
dead Glosters and Japanese
sharing foxhole graves.

The epithet “Glorious”
Glosters caught the imagina-
tion of the free world after their
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tradition

remarkable endurance when
swamped by the Chinese in
Korea, at one famous stage
cheekily silencing strident ori-
ental drums and trumpets with
every bugle call the Drum
Major could think of — except
“Retreat”.

This allowed the UN to form
a second line of defence, taught
the Chinese not to mount any
further major offensives and
later outraged and thrilled the
country when stories emerged
of their fortitude in captivity,
sometimes to death.

The glory of the Glosters is
not confined to the past.
During one tour in Northern
Ireland they won a record 32
awards and distinctions.

When the new regiment
parades at Windsor on June 8,
the unique back badge will still
be on show, and the American
presidential honour will be tied
to the new colours.

With eight Victoria Crosses,
the exploits of the Glosters lie
at the very heart of the British
military tradition.

The fighting pasts of two famous regiments soon to disappear are recalled by Gordon Skilling

A glorious

|

The Colours of the Glosters, which bear more battle honou

rs than

any other regiment in the British Army, were the focus of a thanks-

giving service in Gloucester Cathedral

.

DEPENDABLE county regi-
ments such as The Duke of
Edinburgh’s Royal Regiment
(Berkshire and Wiltshire) are
the backbone of the British
Army.

They may not have hit the
headlines, but “Wonders” of 1
DERR continued the illustri-
ous traditions of four regi-
ments, the 49th, 62nd, 66th
and 99th, which fought in most
of Britain’s famous land battles

around the globe. When it was
raised for service in Jamaica in
1743, awkward questions were
asked about the cost of the
49th. The cost in lives lost to
disease was high for them and
the 66th during West Indian
slave risings in 1763.

The 49th and 66th became
the 1st and 2nd Battalions,
The  Berkshire  Regiment
(Princess Charlotte of Wales’s)
in 1881 — the young princess

i
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A memorable farewell tour by the DERR rugby team — the Moonrakers - raised £1,550 for SPIRE, the Support Paraplegics in Rugby Enterprise

Three hearty cheers for the colonel-in-chief, the Colours and the regiment from the Glosters

THE WONDERS

had fallen in love with the 49th
and claimed it as her own.

The Duke of Edinburgh’s
Wiltshire Regiment stemmed
from the 62nd (1756) and the
99th (Lanarkshire) Regiment,
raised in Glasgow in 1824 and
famed for being “dressed up to
the nines”.

Renowned as the “Queen’s
Pets” — they were Victoria’s
favourites for guarding the
Royal Pavilion in Aldershot —
they would fight like tigers and
die to a man.

Defeat was no dishonour.
Original  Berkshires  were
praised despite the humiliation
of surrender to American
rebels at Saratoga in 1777; they
lost the Colours at Maiwand in
1880 only after 11 survivors
charged to their deaths at the
hands of thousands of Afghans.

Such discipline won the day
at Tofrek against fanatical
Arabs in 1885 and the then
unique honour of “Royal” was
added for field service.

Wiltshire sergeants took
command when most of the
officers were killed by Sikhs at
Ferozesha in 1845, and an ear-
lier generation fired metal but-
tons defending Carrickfergus
after the ammunition ran out.

Sacking the Chinese emper-
or’s summer palace brought
back excellent silver and the
first Pekinese dog, and consis-
tent gallantry in the Opium
Wars gave the Berkshire’s
dragon cap badge and DERR
collar badge.

The red Brandywine flash
behind the badge recalls a
deadly bayonet attack on
American revolutionaries, after
which plumes were dyed red to
let the rebels try for revenge.

The crimson ribbon for
valour was awarded eight
times, most recently at Anzio
almost 50 years ago. The 10th
Wiltshires were reduced to 40
men on the beachhead.

The regiment helped secure
Canada for Britain against
France and the United States
and in 1961 1 DERR took part
in the first Exercise Pond Jump
with Canadians on strategic air
mobility trials.

A stint with 24 Airmobile
Brigade, an emergency Cyprus
tour, two Northern Ireland
postings in three years and
public duties were all taken in
their stride.
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Write to:
SOLDIER,
Ordnance Road,
Aldershot,

Hants GU11 2DU.

Dust off
the .303s
for D-Day!

AS A British subject living in
California, I took part in the
1984 and 1989 D-Day com-
memorations and, noting
the enthusiasm being gener-
ated for this year’s events,
will be there again.

I shall be accompanied, I
hope, by my British-marked
1943 Willys M B Jeep,
which should be shipped
aboard the Jeremiah O’Brien,
a US liberty ship arriving in
the UK in late May.

Perhaps we can persuade
the Brigade of Guards (and
others) to parade on or
about June 6 with No 4 .303
rifles to mark this great
anniversary. It would be nice
to see smart BD and 37 pat-
tern FSMO as well, but
there are limits!

Would anyone else care to
comment? — John Tiley,
PO Box 1022, Half Moon
Bay, CA 94019, USA.

Go forit...

THE idea for a volunteers’
medal mentioned by PC Ken
Fowler (February 7) has great
possibilities. Many ex-volun-
teers would go for it.

It is a pity we did not get
something vears ago for volun-
teering. — D Wilson, Leeds
12,

Fairy high cost
of change

I WAS concerned at the pro-
posed cost of modifying pace
sticks and extending parade
grounds to accommodate the
longer Nato pace (“Sandhurst
sticks out for the future”, April
4).

Has the MoD not consid-
ered the purchase of boots with
retractable and extending toe
caps? I refer, of course, to the
type of footwear worn by
fairies, hobgoblins, imps, etc.

The toes of this footwear
curl up when the wearer it at
rest or stepping short going
uphill, and extend forward
when marching. An extra
extension could be adapted for
marching downhill or march-
ing in conjunction with Nato
allies.

Gnome

Service  troops

My service deserves

ERIK Crichton (April 4) sug-
gested a General Service
Medal for all Armed Forces
personnel, with bars and
rosettes as appropriate. I agree.

I served from May 1945 to
demob in April 1948, In late
*45 1 was in Egypt, in early *46
rushed to Greece to reinforce
my regiment when Communist
elements massed on the Greek-
Yugoslav border.

After leave I returned to
Greece to join a mixed compa-

would not require the special
foorwear.

In any case, no extra cost to
the taxpayer would be involved
as the footwear is available on
the National Elf Service. — Maj
(Retd) C F Collins, Essex.

Stickler for
the truth

WHY IS IT at the beginning of
April each year you give your
readers some STICK?

ny of infantry, guarding 140
Adv Ord Depot.

Joining the TA at the start of
the Korean War, I served 15
years. At one time I was told we
were part of Nato reserve.
When I was dismissed from the
TA at the age of 43 I was told I
was “too old”.

I served for 12 months in the
Home Defence Force, taking
part in the Coronation street
lining near Marble Arch. (I
believe the Colonial Corona-

The RMA Sandhurst has
certainly notched up a first — in
clowning!

Keep up the good work and
remember — you can’t fool me.
— Alec Coleman, Whitefield,
Manchester.

@ Although the phone lines were
hot with amused, puzzled and
irate readers, Mr Coleman was the
first actually to put pen to paper to
acknowledge our April Fool spoof
on the Army lengthening its
marching pace to keep step with
Europe. Our thanks fo RMA Sand-
hurst for being such good sports. —
Editor

more ...

tion Contingent all got the
gong. Why not the English?)

As I served in the Army for
only two years 11 months I
would not get an “Armed
Forces Service Medal”. My
total time in uniform was 18
years 11 months, but my one
gong of value resulted from my
TA service.

The GSM with Dbar
“Greece” would suffice. — A
Denton, St Leonards-on-
Sea, E Sussex.
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Common names

THE arrival of the 1st Battal-
ion, The Duke of Wellington’s
Regiment in Bosnia reminds
me that it claims 1o be the only
regiment to be named after a

person not of royal blood.
Some may say: “What about
the Green Howards?” My
researches indicate that techni-
cally the latter is named after

CLASP CRITERIA

YOUR  article “Exempl-
Harrhy award” on the Long
Service and Good Conduct
Medal and Clasp (April 4)
states: “In order to merit a
clasp ro the medal, a soldier
must be commissioned from
the ranks and go on to com-
plete 30 years’ service.”

At present there are some

700 WOs and SNCOs on the
Long Service List who, should
they go on to complete 30 years
or more and meet the criteria,
also become eligible for the
clasp — not just commissioned
officers as your article implies.
- WO2 (RQMS) W Kirk
LSL, RRF, 5 TA Trg Regt
RLC, Grantham, Lincs.

Princess Alexandra of Wales,
who as colonel inspected the
regiment in 1875 and asked for
it to be named afier her.

The Green Howards is the
only regiment to be “known
officially by a nickname”
(Geoff White, 1988), its full
title being The Green Howards
(Alexandra Princess of Wales’s
Own Yorkshire Regiment).

When we consider the Vol-
unteer Force we have the Lovat
Scouts (Scottish Yeomanry),
named after Lord Lovat. Are
there any others? - W A
Ewbank, Capt RE (Retd),
Taylor University, Upland,
Indiana.

Awesome
anti-tank
weapon

I CANNOT have been the
only reader to gasp at JM’s
throwaway description of “a
PIAT - a hand-held anti-tank
weapon” (March 7) in his
review of The History of the
Lancashire Fusiliers 1939-45.

The Projector Infantry Anti-
Tank was a fearsome weapon
which I encountered at my
Infantry Training Centre. It was
a blessedly brief experience.

Notwithstanding, we all
went through the drill of cock-
ing the weapon — compressing
the fiendishly strong spring,
some 2ft long by about 3in in
diameter, by putting both feet
on the shoulder-pad and
pulling up hard on the trigger-
guard or thereabouts.

This was not easy but the
small arms instructor’s
favourite ploy was to insist that
all went through the next
lesson, which was “cocking the
PIAT behind cover”. This
really was a challenge.

“A  hand-held anti-tank
weapon”, indeed. Those of my
contemporaries learning of Fus
Jefferson’s award at the time
were convinced that he earned
his Cross simply by firing it
from the hip, tank or no tank! —
John Gaylor (Hon Secre-
tary, Military Historical
Society), Bromley, Kent.

@ Our reviewer, who also has per-
sonal experience of the PIAT,
stands by his description and
stresses he was in no way trying to
belittle the weapon or the achieve-
ment. The book itself has an illus-
tration depicting Fus Jefferson
firing the weapon from his shoul-
der and the following description.

“ .. Fus F A Jefferson picked up
a PIAT and . . . ran forward to a
position behind a hedge within a
few yards of the leading German
tank. From here he decided he
could not get in a well-aimed shot,
so he got up again and came out
into the open, no more than 20
yards from the tank, and fired at it.
The recoil of the PIAT knocked
him over.

“ .. Fus Jefferson got to his
feet, reloaded, and advanced
towards the second tank. But the
second tank decided that a man
with a PIAT who was entirely unaf-
fected by small-arms fire was too
much for it and upped sticks and
left.” — Editor
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FOR FAMILIES

Northern
Ireland
policy
cost Mrs
X half

Income

WHEN MRS S accom-
panied her husband on a
tour to Northern Ireland,
she had no idea that it
would cost her half the
income she had been
receiving since sustaining a
crippling industrial injury
five years earlier.

The wife of an NCO serv-
ing in the Army, Mrs S had
been assessed as 30 per
cent disabled following an
accident to her legs. She
was entitled to a disable-
ment benefit for life, half of
which was made up of Re-
duced Earnings Allowance.

All well and good — until

her husband's stint in
Northern Ireland came to
an end and he was posted
overseas.

Mrs S was informed that
her Reduced Earnings
Allowance would cease
from the day she left the
Province, effectively cutting
her income by half.

She appealed to the DSS
at Longbenton and was told
she was entitled to the
money. But to no avail.
Three different solicitors at
her overseas posting
picked up the case, but
failed to resolve it.

Two years passed. In

desperation, Mrs S turned
to SOLDIER. Contact with
the DSS in Belfast estab-
lished that Mrs S's situation
hinged on a rule peculiar to
Northern Ireland.

If her absence was
judged to be permanent (in
that she had no plans to
return to the Province),
rather than temporary, she
would lose her Reduced
Earnings Allowance.

She had fallen foul of a
rule that appears to work to
the unique disadvantage of
Service dependants.

Mrs S had lost half her
income not because her

legs were any better, but
simply because her hus-
band had served Queen
and Country in Northern
Ireland.

She is now back in the
United Kingdom and her
case is to be heard by a
Court of Appeal. The
court’s decision will be
binding on both Great
Britain and Northern Ire-
land tribunals.

The facts of her case
have been drawn to the
attention of Social Security
Minister Alistair Burt.

@ Have you lost a bene-
fit? Write to the Editor.

Holidays
from St
Helena’s

SERVICE children
with special
educational needs
are eligible to apply
for a free annual
_holiday organised by
the Service
Children’s Education
Authority (SCEA) and
sponsored by the
Guild of St Helena.

This year’s trip is
to Avon Tyrrell
Residential Centre at
Bransgore in
Hampshire from
September 18-25.

To be eligible,
children should be
aged between eight
and 13 (inclusive) at
the time of the
‘holiday; medical
requirements must
be able to be met by
the general nursing
service provided;
and they should be
registered with SCEA.
_ For details, contact

the SCEA Special
Needs Office on
Worthy Down Mil
2946 (or 0962
887946), or write to
SCEA1B,HQ
DGAGC, Worthy
Down, Winchester,
Hants SO21 2RG.

Conversion

A MANAGEMENT conver-
sion and development
programme tailored specifi-
cally to Service personnel
has been launched by
James Dyson Manage-
ment. Prices start at £1,985
a head. Details from lan Gill
on 0904 670523/670384.
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PRESS reports that a
former Scots Guardsman
had received £100,000 in
an out-of-court settlement
with the Ministry of Defence
for a stress disorder
brought on by service in the
Falklands War  have
caused some unease.

Traumatised veterans
from other conflicts may
wonder if they too might not
be eligible to make a claim.

In fact, a substantial part
of ex-sergeant Alexander
Findlay's original claim was
for a back injury incurred
during training, and for
which the MoD accepted
respansibility.

An element of the claim
also related to the Army's
alleged failure to diagnose
post-traumatic stress disor-
der (PTSD), not for causing
it.

“If this case had gone to

MoD denies
negligence
over PTSD

court, the MoD would have
denied that it had been
negligent in respect of the
treatment it provides for
sufferers of PTSD,” said a
spokesman.

In any event, until 1987
the MoD was covered by
Section 10 of the Crown
Proceedings Act.

Eight years after the
battle for Mount Tumble-
down, during which the 2nd
Battalion, Scots Guards

lost nine men killed and 43
wounded, Sgt Findlay
broke down while serving in
Londonderry. He held
members of his company at
pistol-point and threatened
to kill them and himself.

In November 1991 a mili-
tary court sentenced him to
two years in prison.

He was 18 years old
when he fook part in the
battle for Tumbledown, an
action in which the capture

THE commemoration of D-
Day has proved to be a
focal point for many who
are interested in Europe’s
past and future. One of the
problems in the run-up to
the marking of the day itself
has concerned the way in
which veterans were being
treated, with the press
having a field day over sto-
ries of arguments about
hotel room bookings.

Was it, | wondered,
indicative of the way in

which the British and
French have  always
regarded each other?

Widely quoted was
Churchill's observation that
the French could never for-
give the British because
they owed them too much.
Another criticism was
that French schoolchildren
may not be being taught in

» COUNTERPOINT

Veterans’
time to
remember

sufficient depth about the
role of the British in the D-
Day landings, with much of
the credit going to the
Americans.

| called Mr Sidney Gold-
berg of the Normandy Vet-
erans Association. He had
heard the same.

And it wasn't just the chil-
dren, he added. “There is a
peace memorial in Caen
which is a museum which
gives very little credit to the
British. Because it was put
up by American money
they would have you
believe that the Normandy

Landings were an Ameri-
can effort.”

He was philosophical,
though. With so many visi-
tors over the years, he said,
you might expect some
slight mishaps. All the fuss
made him feel proud in one
way, being the centre of
attention.

On the other hand, it was
inevitable that others
should climb on the band-
wagon.

As far as he and his com-
rades were concerned, the
commemoration of D-Day
was a time for remem-
brance.

It had been described in
the press, he said, as a cel-
ebration. That might be true
for the French as they
remembered their libera-
tion, but the veterans would
always think of those they

of a well-defended Argen-
tine position was a vital
factor in shortening the
war.

During the fighting Mr
Findlay saved the life of a
colieague caught in a
grenade blast. Under fire,
he performed a tracheoto-
my, using his bayonet to
punch a hole in the other
soldier's throat and a china-
graph pen to keep the
airway open.

had left behind on the
beaches and those who
have passed away since.

There’s also a feeling of
thanksgiving among the
Normandy veterans that
they survived the experi-
ence.

Mr Goldberg spoke with
the quiet dignity of one who
has seen through the vani-
ties of those who hitch their
wagon to someone else's
story.

It was a privilege to talk
to him and | hope he, and
all the other soldiers,
sailors and airmen who will
be marking events this year
are given time and space to
remember their friends in
peace.

® ® ®

You can contact Cari at
BFBS, BFPO 786 or c/o
SOLDIER.

Tapin to
NE jobs
network

A NEW facility to help Ser-
vice leavers has been
opened in York.

The information and
advice centre, called Net-
work (North East), aims to
provide a one-stop shop for
all  Service personnel
returning to civvy street.

Network (NE) is a region-
al marketing arm of the Ser-
vices Employment Network
and will be a focal point for
local companies.

The garrison resettle-
ment officer will be based in
the centre with a warrant
officer from the District
Action and Support Team
who will run a job club.
North Yorkshire Employ-
ment Services are heavily
involved in the project and
are copying al! their vacan-
cies to the centre.

An extensive reference
library is available to
leavers, who will also have
access to a free outside line
telephone, fax and photo-
copier, and a number of
typewriters, a computer
and a laser printer.

It you want to know more
about Network (North East)
ring Lynda Reid on York Mil
2791 or 2021.

SIRHARRY and Lady Sec-
ombe have visited Badger
House, the new Christian
conference and holiday
centre for Servicemen and
women which will soon be
open to all ranks and retired
members 'of the Armed
Services and their families.

It is set on an eight-acre
estate at the edge of the
beautiful village of Badger
in Shropshire.

Although being renovat-
ed to modern standards,
the main house, begun in
1790, has retained its old
world charm and was being
opened on May 1. Badger
House is owned and run by
the Cornelius Trust, of
which Sir Harry is patron.

He was shown around
the house and estate by the
Trust's chairman, Wing Cdr
Dan Gleed, who is soon to
retire from the RAF to run
the centre with his wife and
others.

Badger House, which is

Maj Gen Patrick Cordingley, GOC Eastern District, outside Network (North East),
which was formally opened by his wife, Melissa

OF PEACE

five miles from the M54, will
be open to groups, families
or individuals of all denomi-
nations. It can be used as a
conference  centre  or
simply as a holiday base of
place of quiet retreat.
Speaking of the rigours

Sir Harry and Lady Secombe with an Cdr Dan Gleed in front of Badger House

of modern Service life, Dan
Gleed said that, if, for
example, a soldier was in
Bosnia and his family in the
UK needed a break, they
would be given a warm and
inexpensive welcome at
Badger House.

Enquiries about the work
of the Trust and details of
costs for staying at the
centre can be obtained
from Badger  House,
Badger, Burnhit Green,
West Midlands WV6 7JR
(tel: 07465 226).

é. __ dan
about it

NEW booklets available
from the Benefits Agency
include:

® A guide to reviews and
appeals (NI 260);

@ /ncome Support: See if
you are entitled (1S 1);

® /ncome Support: Help
if you live in a residential
care home or nursing home
(1S 50);

® Cash help while you're
working (A guide to extra
help for people in work)
(FB 4);

® Babies and benefits
{FB8);

@ Help with Council Tax
(CTB 1).
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@.D.Golding fjers

Military Livery and Civilian Tailors

G.D Golding
T F—

E/he $Mutssaty Eaars R 3

E S
T B x

e Regimental
Tailors by appointment to:

The Household Cavalry.
1st The Queen’s Dragoon Guards.
The Queen’s Own Hussars.
Rovyal Tank Regiment.
Corps of Royal Engineers.
Royal Corps of Signals.
The Prince of Wales’s Own Regiment of Yorkshire.
The Rovyal Irish Regiment.
The Queen’s Lancashire Regiment.
The Duke of Wellington’s Regiment.
The Royal Regiment of Wales.

The Worcestershire and Sherwood Foresters.
Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment.
The Duke of Edinburgh’s Royal Regiment.
The Light Infantry.
7th Duke of Edinburgh’s Own Gurkha Rifles.
The Army Air Corps.

The Royal Army Chaplain’s Department.
The Royal Logistic Corps.

Royal Army Medical Corps.

Corps of Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers.
The Adjutant General’s Corps.

Royal Army Veterinary Corps.

Small Arms School Corps.

Royal Army Dental Corps.
Intelligence Corps.

Army Physical Training Corps.

The Berkshire Yeomanry.

The Inns of Court and City Yeomanry.
Royal Gloucestershire Hussars.

The Wessex Regiment. "

Exclusively cut and tailored in our own workrooms by experienced craftsmen, under the
personal supervision of Mr Golding
We offer top quality service using the finest Barathea and Superfine materials, with
competitive prices and credit,
Our special fast service is available at no extra charge

We can also supply: military ties, blazer badges, badges of rank, Marcella shirts,
miniature medals, Sam Browne belts, spurs, George boots, Mess wellingtons and khaki
shirts

Full-sized and miniature medals remounted
Service dress hats, side hats and Blues hats supplied.

e e e e e e e

Our Representative will call at your

I request, Ring (0727) 841321 — :
| Fax (0727) 831462 or write for details to: |
| 220 Hatfield Road, St Albans, Herts AL1 4LW |
| Name. L s e s e i
: T A IR o £ ol L O |
s ST TRERIT  p Resge l
e L= i
| Please state your particular requirements below: I

|

Soldiers are
there when you
need them...

Please be there when
they need you

The Army Benevolent Fund provides help to any man or woman and
their families if they are serving or have served in the British Army and
are in real need. This help is given in two ways: through grants to
supplement Corps or Regimental aid and by financial support to over
70 national charities providing for the special needs of those in
distress.

Our overall aim is to bring help to the many cases where state
assistance is inapplicable, inadequate or unable
to meet the immediate need.

Your donation, covenant or legacy will
provide invaluable assistance for those who
served their country.

Please help them in their hour of need.

l_Tu: The Army Benevalent Fund, Dept. SOL,

41 Queen’s Gate, London SW7 SHR
We owe a lof to the soldiers who fought so hard for our freedom and our future and continue to protect
us. | would like to make this contribution to help those of them who are in need
I enclose adonation of  £10[_] €15 25(] Otherg
Please charge my Access/Visa Card No Expiry Date

|
|
R T
|
|

(] Please send me details on making a legacy or how | could donate through Payroll Giving

Address

Postcode
I Data Protection Act: We may occasionally wish to contact you about our work I you would prefer

that we do not. please tick the box [

Signature Name |

| THE ARMY BENEVOLENT FUND




SOLDIER
to Soldier

Biggin Hill
remembers

D-DAY veterans will be treated as
guests of honour at an internation-
al air fair to be staged at Biggin Hill
on June 18-19.

They will be given free tickets to
a special enclosure. Those who
wish to attend should write to Jock
Maitland, Air Displays Internation-
al, Biggin Hill Airport, Biggin Hill,
Kent, enclosing name, rank on D-
Day, service number and unit, and
a short description of what hap-
pened to them on June 6, 1944.

Biggin HIll was one of the air-
fields from which airborne forces
departed on the evening of June 5.

Busy time
for National

A SERIES of exhibitions and spe-
cial events at the National Army
Museum will mark D-Day.

Ordinary soldiers and the artist
Rex Whistler are to feature in two
exhibitions running from May 18 to
September 18. Monty's Men
attempts to show what life was like
for troops fighting in the Normandy
campaign: how they slept, what
they ate, what they wore.

Rex Whistler's War marks the
50th anniversary of the death of
Whistler, killed while serving with
the Welsh Guards in Normandy.

Actors will contribute to a D-Day
Family Day at the museum on
June 5. Visitors will be able to take
part and try on equipment. Admis-
sion is free. Details on 071-730
v ¥ by

® Southeby's medal and mili-
taria sale at Billinghurst on May 9
includes a set of four D-Day
chartlets marking the passage to
Gold, Sword and Juno beaches. It
is estimated the lot will realise up
to £250. In comparison, a set of
nine folders compiled for the can-
celled German invasion of Eng-
land dated 1941-42 could fetch as
little as £100.

Netley marks
D-Day role

D-DAY casualties are remem-
bered at Netley, near Southamp-
ton, in an exhibition recalling the
role of the Royal Victoria Hospital.

Netley was the site of Britain's
largest military hospital when it
opened in 1863, and was taken
over by American forces in Janu-
ary 1944 as a transit hospital for

GS

sl

Arromanches

.

Loyal reader Mr arold Merritt of Godalming — he’s been takin

g the magazine since 1946 — sent us this

photograph of himself (“I'm in the middle”) and other D-Day veterans at Arromanches in 1969. They
were there on a trip sponsored by SOLDIER to mark the 25th anniversary of the Normandy landings.
The 1969 commemoration will be dwarfed by this summer’s event. Harold, who wanted to return for
the 50th anniversary “but changed my mind”, landed on Gold with 689 Road Construction Company RE
on June 6, 1944. His unit made and repaired airfields, constructed the Bayeux bypass, and fought its
way across the Rhine and through Germany.

casualties before evacuation
inland.

More than 64,000 casualties
were treated at Netley before the
Americans left in July 1945.

The exhibition, in the Royal Vic-
toria Country Park heritage centre
chapel from April to October, is
supported by the nursing branch-
es of the US Army, Navy and Air
Force as well as the RAMC and
QARANC.

Guernsey
Spitfires

GUERNSEY first day covers and
presentation packs commemorat-
ing the 50th anniversary of D-Day
are to feature a painting of Spit-
fires in action over Normandy.

A limited edition of full-size

prints of the painting, commis-
sioned from aviation artist
Nicholas Trudgian, will also be
available. It depicts Spitfires of the
Canadian Wing, bearing the dis-
tinctive D-Day black and white
stripes, over the invasion beach-
es.

More details can be obtained
from the Guernsey Post Office,
Guelles Road, St Peter Port,
Guernsey GY1 1AA (tel: 0481
726241).

Earl on parade
at Caterham

THE Duchess of Gloucester was
just a face in the crowd at Cater-
ham Barracks, Surrey, to watch
her son, the Earl of Ulster, pass
out with 110 officer cadets from
the University of London Officers
Training Corps.

The earl is in his first year of
War Studies at King's College.

Returning to an old stamping
ground where thousands of
guardsmen were trained in the
1950s and 60s, Brig Kim Ross
took the salute in his first duty as
Honorary Colonel of the OTC. He
was delighted that the barracks
will be refurbished and eventually
provide a new home for the 1st
Battalion, Irish Guards.

London ACF plea

SOUTH West London Army Cadet
Force is desperately looking for
officers and SNCOs. Anyone who
can help is asked to ring 071-414
5543.
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® 4 Bn, The Northamptonshire
Regiment (1939-46): 48th all
ranks reunion dinner (£7), May 6
in Kettering. Details from Maj V
Harding, Old Barn Cottage,
Oasby, Grantham, Lincs NG32
3NA (tel: 05295 345).

®2 Bn, The Monmouthshire
Regiment OCA: Informal reunion
at the Plough, 27 Museum Street,
London WC1A 2LJ on May 7.
Details from S J Stapleton, The
Gables, 113 Windmill Road,
Brentford, Middx TW8 9NH (tel:
081-560 2203).

® Cambridgeshire Regiment:
Anriual service of remembrance in
Ely Cathedral, 2.15pm, June 12,
followed by reunion. Details from J
R Stubbings, 25 The Vineyards,
Ely, Cambridgeshire CB7 4QG
(tel: 0353 663294/662203).

® AGC Corps Day: June 17
(1130-1800), includes Beating of
Retreat by Band of Adjutant Gen-
eral's Corps. Fun day for families.
Ticket admission details from Asst
Regt Sec on 0962 887254 or
887427 or Winchester Mil
2254/2427.

® Armourers Association: Re-
union to be held on June 25 in
London. Details from C Dennis, 18
Willowslea Road, Bevere,
Worcester, Worcs WR3 7QP.

® Army Basketball Associa-
tion: 50th anniversary reunion at
ASPT, Aldershot, on June 25.
Details from Maj Terry Goulding
APTC, HQ W and WDIST,
Copthorne Barracks, Shrewsbury
SY3 BLZ tel: 0743 262269 or
Shrewsbury Mil ext 2269/2294).

® St Boniface (Rheindahlen):
Annual reunion at Holy Trinity
Church, Prince Consort Road,
London SW7 on June 26. Choral
evensong 6pm followed by
supper. Former St Boniface choir
and congregation welcome. Con-
tact Lt Col A P M Hole, 39 Vogan
Close, Reigate, Surrey RH2 8AT
(tel: 0737 244001).

® Queen’s Own Dorset Yeo-
manry: Bi-centenary parade, July,
at Dorchester. Units connected
with QODY were 94th, 141st,
294th Fd Regts RA TA; 250th,
255th, 341st Med Regts RA TA;
Dorset Garrison; 241st and 522nd
Coast Regts RA TA. Old com-
rades are asked to contact Maj L E
N Neville-Jones, Audlem House,
68 Blake Hill Crescent, Poole,
Dorset BH14 8QS.

® 219 Signal Sqn (Tripolitania):
Reunion to be held Sept 10 at
Loughborough. Details from Roy
Andrews, Moorings, 7 The Heath,
Whitstable, Kent CT5 3HJ.
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@ Staffordshire Regiment:
Annual reunion and 50th anniver-
sary of Burma, Arnhem, D-Day
landings and Anzio, Sept 17, Lich-
field City and Whittington Bar-
racks, Lichfield. Details from RHQ,
The Staffordshire Regiment, Whit-
tington Barracks, Lichfield, Staffs
WS14 9PY (please enclose sae).

® RE Darland Boys Association
1939-41: 14th reunion due to be
held in September at King Charles
Hotel, Chatham, Kent. Details
from Jim Winchester, 8 Durham
Road, Luton, Beds LU2 ORB (tel:
0582 27569).

® Well-drillers reunion: 30th
anniversary reunion of all who
served with the Royal Engineer
Well-drilling Team is planned for
Oct 8-9. Details from Sgt L Mor-
rice, 521 STRE (WD), Chilwell
Station, Beeston, Nottingham
NGS 5HA (tel: 0602 572385).

® Bangalore OTS: Indian Army
Cadets (Queen’s Regiment) Maid-
stone platoons 15 A/B, sailed
Empress of Scotland en route
OTS Bangalore (Draft i/c David
Harley 2 GR), October reunion
proposed. Contact A M Nolan
Melaka, Oakfield, Hawkhurst,
Kent TN18 4JR (tel: 0580
753305). Also seeking RWK
instructors Sgts Morris, Jefferies,
Jones and Cpls George, Stokes,
Cox.

® Small Arms School Corps
and connections (ex-Hythe):
Proposed final reunion in Hythe,
November 11-13. For details con-
tact Fred Gray, Blaenblodau,
Dryslwyn, Carmarthen, Dyfed
SA32 8RN (tel: 0558 668719).

1995

® ATS Dinner Club: Reunion
weekend in Buxton, Derbyshire,
June 1995. Open to all ex-ATS
members. Application forms (to be
returned by June 30, 1994) from
Mrs Joy Balmain, 57 Greenbank
Road, Preston, Birkenhead,
Merseyside L42 7JJ. Please
enclose sae.

® Regimental plaques (1st
King’s Dragoon Guards and The
Queen’s Bays): Mr J D Johnson,
Secretary of 1st The Queen's Dra-
goon Guards, wants to hear from
anyone willing to donate or sell the
regimental plaques of the KDG
and Queen's Bays to display in
branch headquarters. Replies to
Hapsberg, 3 Hawarden Way,
Mancot, Deeside, Clwyd CH5 2EL
(tel: 0244 536570).

MERITORIOUS SERVICE MEDA

The Medal for Meritorious Service
has been awarded as follows:
RAC - W02 A W Wainwright
KRH.

RA —SSgt B Henderson; SSgtD T
Webster.

RE — SSgt D J Jones.

R Signals — WO1 P O Whitbread;
WO2 N L Siggs; WO2 W A Star-
ling; SSgt T N Morris.

INFANTRY

Guards Div - WO1 B H M Smith,
Coldm Gds; WO2 J Fairbairn,
Coldm Gds; WO2 D Garrett,
Coldm Gds.

Scottish Div — WO1 J K Scott
KOSB.

Queen’s Div — SSgt T H Wesley
BEM, R Anglian.

Prince of Wales’s Div—-SSgtE D
Harris MBE, RRW.

Light Div — SSgt J Pickford RGJ.
SAS - Sgt F R Hayden.

RAOC - WO1 D Coombs.

REME - WO1 C P Devlin; WO1 A
J Watson; WO2 P S Brooks; WO2
J O Jeffrey; WO2 T J Keogh; WO2
W C Wallace; Sgt R Kelly; Sgt C J
Roseblade.

RLC - SSgt M G Baker.

SPECIAL D-DAY EXHIBITIONS

® REME Association: The newly
formed Luton, Dunstable and Dis-
trict Branch of the REME Associa-
tion is open on the third Monday of
every month at the Victoria Club,
Victoria Street, Dunstable, Beds at
7.30pm. Enquiries to Denis
O’'Donoghue on 0582 862527.

® Jim Southwell REME, from
Southampton area and who
served in Fallingbostel 1956-7 and
Paderborn 1957-8, is sought by
Adam AntAthair-Siorai, Postfach
1130, 29675 Fallingbostel, Ger-
many (tel: +49 05162 1533).

® Mr Eddie Dean (4 Mersey
Place, Nunhouse Estate, Wins-
ford, Cheshire CW7 3LH, tel: 0606
592319) wishes to hear from
anyone who served with his late
father, LCpl Charles Dean, Regi-
mental Police 1st Bn, The 22nd
(Cheshire) Regiment, in India
1929-32.

® Ex-Service personnel stationed
in the area of Kure, Hiroshima,
Japan from the end of the Second
World War to 1956 are asked to
contact Wilf Aldridge, 43 Arm-
strong Road, Thorpe Saint
Andrew, Norwich, Norfolk NR7
9LJ (tel: 0603 33259 evenings/
weekends). The city's official his-
torian seeks stories and memora-
bilia.

® JLRRE Old Park Barracks,
Dover, September 1972 intake, C
Sqgn CSE/A. Anyone remembering
Taffy Griffiths is asked to write to
Mr M Griffiths, 26 Vulcan Street,
Holyhead, Gwynedd, N Wales
LL65 1TL.

® Sgt Harold Brown: Mrs E
Wood (48 Hawarden Avenue,
Douglas, Isle of Man IM1 4BG)
wishes to trace Sgt Harold Brown,
a wartime friend of her late hus-
band. He served with The King's
Regiment and worked as a dental
mechanic in Market Drayton
before the war. Went to Isle of Man
after Dunkirk and possibly to India
in 1941.

® 80th LAA RA (Egypt and
Agaba, Nov 1949-Dec 1952): Ex-
Sgt Eddie Clack, 49 Albemarle
Street, Harwich, Essex CO12
3HN) wants to contact Bdr
Geordie Carr, 2nd Lt Paul Holland
and QM Sgt Peter Mears, and
anyone else from the regiment
who remembers him.

@ Mr P Jackson (95 Constantine
Avenue, Taig Hall, York YO1 352)
wishes to hear from anyone who
served with his late brother, Bob
Jackson, also from York, who
served in tanks in Tunisia and took
part in the Battle of Cassino.

®62 Tpt and Mov Sqn RLC
(Berlin) is to disband in Septem-
ber. Anyone who has presented
items to the squadron is asked to
contact Capt Cutler or WO2 Nichol
on Berlin Mil (309) 7223/7265 or
c/o 62 Tpt and Mov Sgn RLC
(Berlin), BFPO 45 regarding dis-
posal.

®The WOs' and Sergeants’
Mess, HQ Berlin, will close in
May. Anyone who has presented
property and lost touch with the
mess, please call WO2 (SSM)G T
Bardsley on Berlin Mil 4495 or
write c/o BGAU, BFPO 45.

Senior appointments — Lt Gen
The Hon Sir William Rous to be
Quartermaster General from April
18 in succession to Gen Sir John
Learmont.

Maj Gen R J Hayman-Joyce to
be Military Secretary from April 18
in succession to Lt Gen The Hon
Sir William Rous.

Brig | G C Durie to be Director
Royal Artillery in the rank of major

® 51st Highland Division (Hol-
land 1994) veterans who wish to
join a pilgrimage led by Gen Sir
Derek Lang to Holland from Oct
21-31 are asked to write to him at
PO Box 3, Musselburgh EH21
7LE. It is hoped that ceremonies
will be led by Pipers and Drums of
a Scottish regiment and include
the erection of a Highland Division
Memorial.

@®52 Light Infantry (Rhine
crossings) four-day pilgrimage
planned for March 1995 to field of
battle near Hamminkeln, Ger-
many. Survivors and families are
asked to contact Howard Wright,
Chasestone, 11 Paddock Drive,
Dorridge, nr Solihull, W Midlands
B93 8BZ (tel: 0564 773478).

general from April 18 in succes-
sion to Maj Gen M T Tennant.

Maj Gen HW R Pike to be Com-
mandant Royal Military Academy,
Sandhurst from May 1 in succes-
sion to Maj Gen T P Toyne Sewell.

Brigadiers — R E Ratazzi — To
HQ UNPROFOR, March 28; G
Risius — To HQ BAOR/HQ BRSC,
March 28; A P N Currie — To HQ
ARRC, April 4; R D S Gordon - To
be Comd 19 Mech Bde, April 5; A J
Raper — To HQ ARRC, April 4.

Colonels - E J K O'Brien — To
LSP Abu Dhabi UAE, March 31; B
A Hopkin — To DGAMS, April 1; R
S Jeffrey — To 2 Dent Gp, April 1;J
H Johnston — To QEMH, April 1; T
M A Daly — To MoD, April 5; J M J
Balfour — To MoD, April 5.

Lt Cols - L G French, R Signals
— To HQ Wales & WDist, March
28; P E C Gascoigne SG - To HQ
BAOR/HQ BRSC, March 28; E R
Pitchforth RLC — To ASU SDist
East, March 28; | M G Strong, R
Signals — To Royal Sch of Signals,
March 30; A P W Campbell, A and
SH - To be CO ATR Glencorse,
March 29; P J Oldfield, R Signals —
To MoD, April 3; S J Rollo RLC -
To ARFPS(BAE), March 28; T H
Senior PWO — To be Camp Comdt
RCB, March 28.

L A S Abdul-Aziz RAMC - To

RAM Coll, April 1; B Barclay
RADC - To 9 Dent Gp, April 1;BF
A Ghattas RAMC - To QEMH,
April 1; H A D Kumarasena RAMC
— To DKMH, April 1; C K Pani
RAMC — To QEMH, April 1; AP T
Sims RADC — To CMH, April 1;J A
J Deans RAMC — To CMH, April
i i 5

A H Clark, Para — To be Comd
Devon and Cornwall Trg Areas,
April 9; R J L Fellowes KRH - To
be CO Scottish Yeomanry, April 5;
N P Lloyd RLC — To be CO Sup
Svecs RLC HK, April 4; J K R Porter
RRF - To MoD, Aprii 5; P
Richards, R Signals — To AA Coll
Harrogate, April 4, G P Sheldon
QLR - To Staff Coll (DS), April 4;
M S Vine, Glosters — To CATC,
April 5.

RETIREMENTS

Brigadiers — C J A Hammer-
beck, late RTR, April 1; P J Black-
burn, late RAMC, March 31.

Colonels — S H Ali, late RAMC,
March 30; A D Scarborough, late
RADC, April 16; C C Katon, late
REME, April 4.

Lt Cols — B F Bracewell RAMC,
March 31; | M Calder RAMC,
March 31; J N O'Hanlon RAMC,
March 31; K Thilagarajah RAMC,
March 31; P G C Gluckman
RAMC, April 15.
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Cameron
who rode
the pony
express

A HORSEBACK postman, a
lighthouse keeper, an oyster
catcher and a ferryman are just
four of the 16 “old coastal
characters” who make up
Brian Martin’s Tales of Time
and Tide.

And a more interesting
bunch of old salts, each with a
good story to tell, would be
hard to find.

They earn their livelihoods
in various ways around
Britain’s coastline and Mr
Martin has brought them
together to recount their
lifestyles most readably.

Some served in the Second
World War and tell of their
achievements with modest
pride, especially horseback
postie Archie Macdonald, now
78, who was awarded the MM
for a daring escape after being
captured while serving with the
Queen’s Own Cameron High-
landers in June, 1940.

He was on the run from the
Germans for more than two
years, his escape route taking
him across France and Spain
into Gibraltar.

After the war he returned to
the Outer Hebrides, taking a
job as a labourer on the roads
before becoming a pony
express postman for the
islanders of North Uist. He is
one of few still alive to have
held such an unusual job.

Another old soldier featured
is lighthouse keeper John Bur-
rage, who served with the
15th/19th Royal Hussars as a
tank driver in Europe and
Palestine. He recalls when his
tank was hit by an 88mm HE
round which, among other
bits, blew the gun barrel off.

“It was very upsetting in the
tanks,” he said. “With head-
phones on you could hear them
saying things like, ‘old
Johnny’s gotit’. All your mates
being killed around you.” He
was demobbed in Egypt in
1946 to return home and join
Trinity House as a lighthouse
keeper.

This well-illustrated book is
ideal for a quick yet interesting
read just before lights out. — JM

Tales of Time and Tide by Brian
P Martin. David and Charles, hard-
back, £16.99.
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THEY went, they saw, they
were defeated. More than that,
the American Army in Viet-
nam, sent to war by Lyndon
B Johnson in 1965, by all
accounts were humiliated in
what turned out to be a fiasco.

According to Stanley Kar-
now in his classic Vietnam — A
History, now revised and
updated, the US government
had little or no idea what they
were up against when US
Marines waded ashore at
Danang to start the longest —
and undeclared — war in their
history.

They knew apparently little
about the South Vietnamese
and even less about the North
Vietnamese and their leader
Ho Chi Minh.

Vietcong attacks on Ameri-
can installations in the South
set Johnson on the road to
revenge when he authorised

FRESH LOOK
AT VIETNAM

air raids against the North.

From there on the Ameri-
cans were dragged deeper
into a conflict the US people
did not want.

The spectre of Vietnam
still haunts many Americans
and it obviously tormented
Gen Maxwell Taylor, a prin-
cipal advocate of US inter-
vention. Before he died in
1987, he told Karnow the
whole thing was a “blunder
and a lesson”.

Blunder or not, the Ameri-
cans left behind a war-torn
country and 58,000 dead or
missing of their own soldiers
and about a million dead
North Vietnamese. Required
reading for those who want to
know what really happened. —
™M
Vietnam - A History by Stanley
Karnow. Pimlico, paperback,
£12.50.

America’s Finest: US Airborne
Uniforms, Equipment and
Insignia of World War Two
(ETO) by Gary Howard. British
collector's comprehensive refer-
ence work includes a section on
Normandy, including fascinating
facts on the first US trooper out of
the first aircraft on D-Day, who
never made a jump without a cigar
in his mouth. Greenhill Books,
hardback, £25.

Reluctant Hero. Number 28 in the
Gun Fire series of journals tells, in
its 84 paperback pages, the story
of the First World War VC, Cpl
Harry Blanshard Wood. Available
from the journal's editor, A J Pea-
cock, at 126 Holgate Road, York
YO2 4DL, price £2.43 including
postage.

Thunder in the Blood by Graham
Hurley. Fast-moving novel about
an investigative journalist who
uncovers a Gulf War secret. From
the author of Rules of Engage-
ment. Pan Macmillan, hardbook,
£15.99.

SS Attacks by Leo Kessler. Fic-
tional account of an SS regiment's
attempts to stop the Allies pro-
gressing inland during D-Day.
Severn House, hardback, £14.99.

the old bridge itself, removed to j field nearby — live on

Picture: Mike Weston

IN 1984 an American profes-
sor of history, Stephen E
Ambrose, published a book
about the taking and holding of
the bridges over the Caen

Canal and River Omne at '

Benouville on the night of June
5-6 40 years earlier by D Com-
pany of the 2nd Oxfordshire
and Buckinghamshire Light
Infantry.

It is natural that, this year,
the 50th anniversary, the book,
Pegasus Bridge, should be given
an updating.

It is the story of Maj John
Howard and the 160 men of D
Company, whose task it was to
seize the bridges, landing in
gliders just after midnight
within yards of their objectives.

On the other side of the
canal bridge, on the west bank,
south of the road, Georges and

| Thérése Gondrée and their
two daughters were asleep in

TIMELY LAWS
OF JUNGLE

IT DOESN’T really matter
whether you’re lost in a
jungle or a desert, stuck up a
mountain or on your last legs
in Low’s Gully.

Like the five rescued from
that hell-hole in March, if you
are not physically and men-
tally fit the chances of surviv-
ing such an ordeal are slim.

That’s the first rule in The
Commando Survival Manual
by 41-year-old retired British
Army major Hugh McMan-
ners, who earned his green
beret 21 years ago and from
then on worked closely with
the Special Forces, concen-
trating on jungle and combat
survival and escape and eva-
sion.

In the light of the Kinabalu
rescue it is indeed fortuitious
that his book, which tells how
to stay alive against all odds,
has just been published.

For soldiers, of course,

survival information and
courses are readily available,
but not so for the general
public.

This book will fill a need —
even if only a gentle hill walk
is planned.

Over the top for the aver-
age family bookshelf? Not at
all. It is full of good, sound
sense and information — how
to measure personal fitness,
selecting the correct equip-
ment, clothing and boots,
looking for food and water,
finding your way through
hostile terrain, staying dry
and mentally on top of your
predicament.

The book is well illustrated
in full colour on every page
and the Low’s Gully rescue
should boost sales. - JM

The Commando Survival
Manual by Hugh McManners.
Dorling Kindersley Adult Books,
hardback, £15.99.

their small café — now probably
the most famous café in Nor-
mandy.

It is also their story, as it is
that of the 50 Wehrmacht offi-
cers and men guarding the
canal bridge, the enlisted men
mostly conscripts from Eastern
Europe.

Although they came out of
the blue as part of the 6th Air-
borne Division, the landing of
Howard’s party was by no
means a spontaneous and
hastily cobbled-together affair,
and the author gives an excel-
lent account of the two years of
training and preparation that
had to be endured.

“. . . whether consciously or
subconsciously, to a man they
were aware that D-Day would
be the greatest day of their
lives. Neither what had hap-
pened before, nor what would
come after, could possibly
compare.”

The fighting action is cov-
ered well in a minute-by-
minute account: the surprise
assault, the defence against
tanks with PIATs and
Gammon bombs, the German
snipers, the opening of 99
bottles of champagne that
Georges Gondrée had buried
in his garden, and the arrival of
No 4 Commando in the after-
noon.

It is all here and the reader
will not find it hard to under-
stand the feelings of the men
who had taken and held the
bridge when the time came to
move on.

“Jack Bailey found it hard to
leave. ‘You see,” he explains,
‘we had been there a full day
and night. We rather felt it was
our territory’ . . .”

The author brings to light
one of the remarkable coinci-
dences of the Second World
War. Oberst Hans von Luck of
the 21st Panzer Division had
lost a motor cycle to the British
in Tunisia in 1943.

Now, early on D-Day, a
German patrol brought into
von Luck’s headquarters two
prisoners, glider-borne troops
who had come in with the first

Pegasus Bridge
legend lives on

wave east of Ranville. With
them was a motor cycle that
had been taken from the
wrecked glider.

“Von Luck looked at the
motor cycle. To his amaze-
ment, it was his . . . the British
had brought the bike back to
England, then brought it over
to the Continent for the inva-
sion. So von Luck got his bike
back and he used it till the end
of thewar...”

The glider pilots were quick-
ly returned to England but D
Company of the 2nd Ox and
Bucks were kept in continued
action and suffered heavy casu-
alties. Stephen Ambrose is crit-
ical of the decision not to
preserve the unit for future
operations.

“It is indeed a mystery why
the War Office squandered D
Company,” he writes. “Its
combination of training, skills

® SOLDIER is combining its
issues of May 30 and June 13 to
produce a special D-Day edi-
tion. Further details in Page 24.

and hand-picked officers was
unsurpassed ... If they had
been there to take the bridge at
Nijmegen, the American para-
troopers would not have had to
fight a desperate battle.

“Rather, they could have set
up a defensive perimeter, with
strength to spare to send men
over to Arnhem to help out.”

Since the first edition, Pega-
sus Bridge has been given new
material in a chapter bringing
the story up to the 1990s. It
tells of the survivors, including
German, and of Pegasus
Bridge itself, the subject of cur-
rent strong feeling over its fate.

Whether or not the bridge is
preserved somewhere as a
memorial (Col ] M A Tillet’s
letter in SOLDIER, March 21,
1994), the men who fought
there earned their everlasting
place in history. — BJ

Pegasus Bridge by Stephen E
Ambrose. Published by Pocket
Books, paperback, £6.99.
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Jesse Garron
presents

THE HISTORY OF
ROCK N’ ROLL

ANYWHERE, ANYTIME

THE BEST ROCK 'N’ ROLL
SHOW IN THE WORLD

Phone Jamie 0836 567556/0563 850400 Fax: 0563 8501 00,

E

' ™\
First
Hamblin Racing Lid

TO OPEN
o REGIMENTAL BADGES,
CREDIT - DEPOSIT IMENTAL BAD
ACCOUNT by artist RAY WILCOX
Prints of original pdln[mg (in full colour), uha in
PHONE wooden frame: azed onto quality plate:
Your own emblem including D-Day Landlng
J C HAY‘DEN Commemorativ
(1 from :
(EX‘W‘O' 2) m o ”“Hrr [m‘lmf

£14.50 inc p&p
Contact: PO BOX 1090, CAERNARFON,
GWYNEDD LL55 3ZB
or ring: R. WILCOX 0286 872561 D&

L 0044 0530 260159 )

ADVERTISERS PLEASE NOTE

All new advertisements are accepted on a pre-paid
basis only. Cheques/POs payable to “Soldier”.
Monthly accounts will be opened subject to
approval and satisfactory references. Otherwise

EMBROIDERED & PRINTED
SPORTS & LEISUREWEAR

FOR THE PROFESSIONALS FROM THE PROFESSIONALS
Sweaters - Sweatshirts

T Shirts - Sports Shirts

INVESTORS
SERVICES

Rugby & Hockey Jerseys
Shorts Socks & Ties

FULL DESIGN & PERSONALISED SERVICE
NO MINIMUM ORDER

HOME SAVINGS
SCHEME

The following

JENKINS KNITWEAR

5 VERNON PLACE NORTHERN COURT

ate of interest will apply

from T:h Ma hINJ BASFORD NOTTINGHAM NGé6 ODE
Tel: (Nottm) 0602 274469

4.88% NET

Interest will be payable net of the basic

® English-made
sweat shirts
@ T-shirts single
& multi- coloured
designs
@ Embroidered
V-neck jumpers
also many other items
VISTA SPORTS LTD.
Vista House, 28 High Street, Merstham
Surrey RH1 3EA
Tel: 0737 645113 Fax: 0737 645892

Please mention
SOLDIER when
replying to
advertisements

F THE BUILDING
\(\( IETIES ASSOCIATION

prepayment applies. ~

§SOVEREIGN]
UNBEATABLE ==
SERVICE

| NISSAN __

*‘N

UK (0980) 43333

e German or UK delivery

e RHD or LHD programme

¢ Used Car Sales in Germany
e Demonstration Vehicles at

VOLVO
Super Savings m
* Finance — dm. or Sterling

SOVEREIGN FREEPOST, Station Road, Tidworth, Wilts SP9 7BR

e e ks s i e TEL:.

FREEPHONE
INSTANT ACTION

Germany 0130-8544-96

HOTLINE

PEUGEOT

TAKE YOUR LION
AWAY ..........

TAX FREE!

* Unbeatable finance

* Top part-exchange prices

* Discounts on full Peugeot range
* Sports Hatch specialists

* Lion used car dealer

Ring Richard Courcoux:
0722 335268
from Germany 0044 722 335268

Or write to:

CRAZE BROTHERS EXPORT

Southampton Road, Salisbury,
Wilts SP1 2LE, England

D5




HOW OBSERVANT

WIN g5

Name: (Give rank or title)

ARE YOU'?? COMPETITION 586

The pictures here are from our Frank
Finch cartoon archives. Find ten dif-
ferences in detail and you could be
£50 richer or win a new book. Just
circle the differences in the right-hand
picture, cut out the whole panel, add
your name and address and send to
HOAY 586, SOLDIER, Ordnance
Road, Aldershot GUIl11 2DU by

in your envelope. More than one entry
can be submitted but photocopies
cannot be accepted. The first correct
entries drawn will be the winners. No
correspondence of any kind can be
entered into.

The names of the winner of the
£50 first prize and two runners-up
will be announced in the June 27

Address:

May 20. Do not include anything else issue.

Competition No 583: Congratulations to Pte Smith SND, 52 Port Sqn, 17 Port and Maritime Regt RLC, McMullen Barracks, Marchwood,
who wins £50. Book prizes go to runners-up P C O’Keefe, of L’Eree, Guernsey, and Mr Jeremy Howell, of Gorseinon, W Glamorgan.

ADVANCED CAR EXPORTS

53A HIGH ROAD, BUSHEY HEATH, HERTS WD2 1EE
T 081-9500500 Fax: 081-950 8511

PEUGEOT APPOINTED EXPORT AGENTS

“Excellent service &
unbeatable prices’,

“Colleagues were amazed at your
cheaper prices”
Maj Harrison

TAX FREE & TAX PAID
TRY US FOR THE BEST PRICES ON OTHER MAKES, TOO!!
Full Finance, Insurance & Part-Exchange facilities

PART-EXCHANGE YOUR RHD CAR IN THE UK AND

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE NEW REGULATIONS!!
CLIP COUPON FOR FULL DETAILS AND FREE COLOUR BROCHURE

TELEPHONE EXT
I am interested in a new (make & model)
TAX FREE FOR EXPORT (] TAX PAID FORUK USE [
INSURANCE [] DELIVERY DATE ol
PART-EXCHANGE

FINANCE []

Please post to: ADVANCED CAR EXPORTS, 53A High Rd, Bushey Heath, Herts WD2 1EE. ol

HAS LANDED

GOOD RECONNAISSANCE
MEANS YOU MUST
CHECK IT oUT!

For the best range of military clothing and
equipment please send an SAE with 29p
stamp for our NEW No. 11 catalogue to:

SPECIAL AIR SEA SERVICES
St George’s Works, St George’s Quay,
Lancaster, Lancashire LA1 5QJ

Telephone: 0524 64204

DS

39



~ EMPLOYMENT & RESETTLEMENT

INTENSIVE PICTURE
FRAMING COURSE

4-day highly intensive course
covering all aspects of the business.
One to one highly professional
training. Conservation techniques,
mounting, framing, handfinishing
techniques.

£550 inclusive of all materials and
FREE OF VAT in Jersey.

For full course syllabus contact:
SELECTIVE EYE GALLERY
50 Don Street, St Helier, Jersey.
Tel: 0534 25281

D&

MILITARY CV SERVICES

The original CV service for HM Forces;
established in 1984

Your CV written by a former Army Officer and
Industrial Personnel Manager. Since 1984,
over 1,400 satisfied Service clients, many of
whom now hold good civilian jobs. Why not
write or telephone for full details to:
Major (Ret'd) John Cooper,
12 Water St, Stamford, Lincs PE9 2NJ.
Tel: 0780 62960. 13119

YACHTING CAREER
Complete Sail Training Programme from
Beginner to  Full Professional RYA/DoT
International Yachtmaster Offshore (Skippers)
Certificate for the Self Sponsored Student. For
Career or Personal Competence including all
British Vocational Qualifications.

Prospectus:

Solent School of Yachting, The Quay,

Warsash, Southampton, Hants SO31 9FR
Phone: (0489) 583066
Fax: (0489) 572054

Please mention SOLDIER when
replying to advertisements

Bodyguard

Training

Excel Security have been providing
Bodyguards to businessmen and the
rich and famous for many years. We
train men and women who are
interested in a new and exciting
career. We are members of the
International Professional Security
Association. Find out if this career
move is for you by applying for our
Free Information Pack, courses can
be completed whilst you are still
serving or on resettlement.

Tel: 081-770 7955 (9am to 5pm)
or write to:

Excel Security, 51 Lower Rd,

NEED ACV?

For free details contact the
specialists in FORCES' CVs
(Established 1981)

Forces Dept
PO Box 573
Sutton Coldfield
West Midlands
B73 6PA
021-355 2187

SERVICES ..

C.U.s

TO CREATE ACTION

Professionally prepared and
laser printed.
Phone or fax (0932) 820388
8 amto 8 pm
PROGRESSIVE PROFILES

C V We specialise
s in HM Forces
A Quality content
Fast service

Laser printing
Free storage

SERVICE-CV
Dept (A), 2 TERN GARDENS,
PLYMPTON, PLYMOUTH PL7 3HZ
® 0752 344842 (24 hrs) s

ARE YOU LEAVING?

A professional C.V. will get your job
application noticed.

Contact us for full details:

PREMIER C.V.s

27 Connaught Road, North End,
Portsmouth PO2 9BP

Tel/Fax: 0705 698975 (24 hrs)

Sutton, Surrey SM1 4QR. =

Are You....

LEGAL..DECENT..
HONEST..TRUTHFUL?

Advertisers have to be.

The Advertising Standards
Authority controls the
content of print and cinema
advertisements.

The Advertising Standards
Authority, Brook House.
216 Torrington Place, London.
WCIETHN,

THIS SPACE HAS BEEN
DONATED BY THE
PLBLISHER

To all those leaving the
Service . . .

Looking for a home
but haven’t got a mortgage?

Do you want to move now?

Looking for a mortgage
but haven’t got a job?

Looking for help?

Get Your New Home
Before You Get Your New Job
If you are currently leaving the Service you are probably
thinking about buying somewhere for you and your family
to live and that means a mortgage
Until now you had 1o have a job before you could get your
mortgage, but not any longer.

A new scheme available through

Cotswold County Financial Services
and backed by a major lender gives you a way to purchase
your new home before you find your new job.

How Does It Work?

Briefly, the scheme utilises part of your lump sum
payment to provide a 33% deposit and to secure mortgage
payments for the first two years. This will give you plenty
of time to concentrate on findinga new job without having

to worry about providing a secure home for your family.

What Do I Do Now?
For full details of the scheme all you need to do is phone
the Mortage HelpLine number shown below and we will
arrange for one of our national network of advisors to talk
1o you
STOP PRESS!

We have negotiated with the lender to provide the
majority of your deposit in the form of an advance against
your terminal grant which will enable you to buy your new

home NOW!

Mortgage HelpLine

Louis Stuart-Kelso

0242 235271
or
0453 755266

(outside office hours)

(\[I4

NORTHERN ROCK

D6 Subject to status

e Greenalls

@
Franchise.

g By S
*%
Seagram i,
NATIONAL
[NNKEEPING
TRAINING
AWARDS

SUPREME
W INNER

concentrating on building your business.

Because the last thing you want
to worry about is running a pub.

Taking on a pub is a serious business so we look for determination and ambition in the people who join us.

Prove you have these qualities and we'll provide all the support you need to stop you worrying and start

We can promise you this because we have more experience of franchising than any other pub company and a
heritage that goes back over 230 years. We have almost 2000 pubs throughout England and Wales ranging from
community locals to lively town centre venues and traditional country inns.

Our new Business Partners receive complete START UP support including in depth theoretical and practical
training both before and after taking up their franchise. This programme has been recognised by the British Institute
of Innkeeping and has received their 1993 Supreme Award for Training.

Qualified advice is always available covering everything from business planning to accountancy and from
catering development to effective marketing and promotions. A wide range of leading regional and national beer
brands, discounted equipment and services are available to Greenalls Business Partners.

Right now we are looking for individuals with a minimum of £15,000 to invest. With your
effort and our expertise you can look forward to reaping substantial rewards.

To find out more call Debbie Yates FREE on 0800 716491 or write to Greenalls Inn
Partnership, PO Box 2, Greenalls Avenue, Warrington, Cheshire WA4 6RH today.
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* Pupils can join at any age

friendly community

WARMINSTER SCHOOL

Coeducational, Day and Boarding
4 to 18 years old

% Long experience in caring for Service families
* Bursaries available, plus 6th Form Scholarships, and awards at 11+
* Continuity of educaton across the whole age range, within a caring,

% An opportunity to keep the whole family together
* Small class sizes, excellent facilities
* High standards, and clear expectations
Prospectus and further details may be obtained from
Warminster School, Church Street, Warminster, Wiltshire BA12 8P]
(Tel: 0985 213038; Fax: 0985 214129)

Warminster School is a registered charity providing education for boys and girls

EMBROIDERED
SWEATERS SWEATSHIRTS
POLO SHIRTS BADGES

PRINTED
TEESHIRTS SWEATSHIRTS
BADGES COFFEE MUGS
AND LOTS MORE!

ALL FROM ONE SUPPLIER
No artwork or setting up costs on the majority of our goods
High quality, competitive prices and prompt delivery
BFPO tax-free service
Send for cur new pricelist
REYNOLDS SPORTS
51/52 HIGH STREET, LINCOLN LNS BAP

Tel: 0522 513333 Fax: 0522 530383 1414

CASH'S NAME TAPES
For marking children’s clothing

Mailed in 28 days from receipt.
3 doz (same name) £6.60
6 doz (same name) £7.30
12 doz (same name) £9.10
State RED/BLACK/BLUE/GREEN
Please enclose Cheque/PO
payable to Boddingtons.
Boddington’s Name Tapes
‘Doodles’, Cannons Lane
Hatfield Broad Oak
Bishop’s Stortford,
Herts CM22 7HX

r @ MICHAEL JAY
Exclusive HAND CUT
TAILORING
Our unbeatable

MESS DRESS
INCLUDES ofier

¥ 14 day Make or
¥ 48 hr EXPRESS
B Lowest prices
M Best fit
ﬂﬂnyhesr quality

M Best payment terms
Local agent to measure in most areas

| Please telephone 0449 7650@@'
As our customers say

The service is simply unbeatable
VIOLET HILL ROAD, STOWMARKET SUFFOLK

Make use of

this space
For details of
classified and
display advertising
telephone
0252 347352

2 T-Shirts 1
Sweatshirts

Complete Design Screen Print

contact
A-ONE DESIGNS
55 Brook Street, Chester

Hodoes
?e |

CIVILIAN, MILITARY, SPORTING AND LADIES’
BESPOKE TAILORS UNIFORM SPECIALISTS

Hodges & (o bespoke tailors
since 1935, offer the very best
in quality and service using
only the finest materials
tailored by experienced
craftsmen. All garments are
supplied with a full fitting
service. A full range of
accoutrements are available
from stock, including mess
dress shirts, spurs, mess
wellingtons, George boots,
ties, blazer badges, miniature
medals and badges of rank.
For further details please
contact:

HODGES & (0

Claro Court Business Centre, Claro Road, Harrogate, North
Yorkshire HG1 4BA
Tel: 0423 560369 Fax: 0423 520996

Also at Cambrai Barracks, Catterick Garrison, North Yorkshire

\_Tel: Chester (0244) 311028

PROMOTION!

T-Shirts, Sweatshirts,

Polos, Rugby Shirts,

Hooded Tops,

Singlets,

Baseball Hats, Ties, ¥
Embroidered Badges

& Jumpers, Pennants,

Mugs, Sports Bags & Holdalls,
Jog/Track Suits & Shell Suits.

A S PROMOTIONS
Room 32. 94 Blackhorse Lane
. London E17 6AA
lale

BADGES, PLAQUES AND TIES

ALL PRICES ARE INCLUSIVE
Hand-made BLAZER BADGES in fine wires & silks - £13.50
Hand-painted WALL PLAQUES - £21.00 & CAR BADGES - £18.00
Regimental Ties - STRIPES - £7.50 CRESTS & R.A. FLASH - £9.00
PLEASE SEND S.A.E. FOR OUR PRICE LIST
D. J. PARKINSON (DEPT. S)
186b LEWES ROAD, BRIGHTON BN2 3LD.
Tel: Brighton (0273) 686877 (a.m. only)

ilable FS rep Medals/C:

gn Stars
WWII, Br/UN Koreas, Army/RAF GS Medals GEO VI
& E || R Period copy bars: PALESTINE, SE ASIA 45-
46, PALESTINE 45-48, MALAYA, CYPRUS, NEAR
EAST, ARABIAN PENINSULA & BRUNEI, Campaign
Service 1962 Medals copy Bars: BORNEO,
RADFAN, SOUTH ARABIA, MALAY PENINSULA &
N. IRELAND, all IGS Medals GEOV & GEO VI,
Jubilee 1935 & 1977, Coronation 1937 & 1953,LS &
GC, MM, MC, GC, GM & GULF WAR MEDALS.

Collectors' Badges & Medals - a speciality. Please
write AIR MAIL for price list with 50p BPO.

Regimental orders for Officers Slip-on Rank
Badges, metal Badges/Titles & Blazer Badges in
wires undertaken against samples.

YOUSAF & CO
10 THE MALL

LAHORE 3, PAKISTAN Snl‘.'JCIDDBNS

Please mention SOLDIER
when replying to advertisements

p[ ys GROUP EXPORT

ESTABLISHED 1908 DMSION
BLACKPOOL ROAD, PRESTON PR2 6BX

= 0772 793054 7

IF YOU DON'T CALL

PERRYS ITCAN
ONLY c05'r YOU

= Glving you the complete
[T8 export sale treatment we
[ take care of all the

paperwork, and the
: worries making your export
*(subect to status) sale simple and worry free.
83 YEARS OF MOTORING CALL US NOW OR

RETURN THE COUPON

_S, —_EXPERIENCE & IT SHOWS! _

TO PERRY'S GROUP EXPORT DIVISION, BLACKPOOL ROAD,
PRESTON, PR2 6BX. PLEASE SEND ME DETAILS ON:-

VAUXHALL CITROEN [] NAME
FORD PROTON ] RANK UNIT
ROVER OTHERMAKES (] appRess
RENAULT USEDCARS [
LHD 3

RHD O
FINANCE [] APPROXDEL DATEREQUIRED

PART EXCHANGE (] HOME TEL NO.

DM OR STERUNG
LOANS AVAILABLE  WORK

NISSAN
T0YOTA

=
s
o o o o o |
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SOLDIER MART

LAND >
<ROVER

SCE HOTLINE
0367 241225

o o il ARICATURES
Y ;) ) Hilarious caricatures
‘Groups’ or ‘Singles’
r(/ from photos in colour
or B&W by a
” professional
= ~cartoonist. A unique

i gift for all occasions.
Also cartoonists for
parties, etc. For samples
p and prices or a quotation

PLAY GERMAN LOTTO
6 FROM 49

£25 million paid to winners ever week, the
biggest in Europe. 7 figure winnings for 1st
Div., 6 figure winnings for 2nd Div., 5 figure
winnings for 3rd Div. every week, 7
dividends in total. Minimum weekly stake
£7. For details and coupons send two 25p
stamps to H D Boldt, Lotto & Pools
Agency, F Abtissinnen Str. 6, 53498 Bad

Breisig, Germany. o8

WORCESTERSHIRE
MEDAL SERVICE

Full size and miniature medals

supplied and mounted for wear

or display. Send for full list of

miniature medals, emblems,
clasps, etc.

25 Golden Cross Lane, Catshill
Bromsgrove, Worcs B61 OLG

» ‘Joy’'s Roses and Toys', Flamingo, St Sampsons, Guernsey, C.l. PHOENIX WORLD REPRODUCTIONS
437 Valley Drive, Gravesend, Kent DA12 5UE.
Tel: Gravesend (0474) 365511.

187 Fax: (0474) 537166

»* Telephone: (0481) 46708 Fax: (0481) 43406
***************************

- =g = Telephone (0527) 835375
Please mention SOLDIER when le s Caricatures: 081-441 6607 ‘ T Access/Visa welcome
replying to advertisements K -]
* * AN 3 » » »
, L]
* JO Y R x MADE TO MEASURE egimenta
»* s * Mess Dress P.O.A.
Officers No. 2 Dress £365.00
* Someone somewhere K | AmyNo. 1 Dress £285.00 Brooches
3 343 Barrack Trouser £49.00
i is waiting to hear from you : Sasrack I P I P
* A GIFT OF LOVE X | Benmosuttwos 16500 J.M.BICKERTON
M Fresh flowers sent daily from the nursery to any address in the U.K. or N. Ireland. 4 Evening Suit Wool £185.00 Z
* Include your own special message to show that you have your loved-one in mind. x Civilian Suits from £185.00 Mﬂnuﬁ!cturmg Jewellers
* Someone — somewhere is waiting to hear from you x s w At ey 23 VYSE STREET,
12 ROSES Red/Pink (large) £13.85 ; rare Teee _a i uvp BIRMINGHAM B18 6LE.
* 24 ROSES Red/Pink (large) £18.50 * M"'_'““" Jay T“'l”""',“ Tel: 021 551 7366
12 CARNATIONS Red/Pink/Mixed £12.50 4 O e A
* 40 FREESIA Mixed with fern £14.75 x TEL:0449 766088  FAX:0449 766606 PWRR,QDG,RLC,SAS,ScotsDG,ete.
JOY'S SPECIAL BOUQUETS
* Bouguet special mixed £22.50 ‘k
* Bouquets/Pink Carnations/Freesia/Fern £16.50 * PHOENIX OR D
Roses/Carnations/Freesia/Fern £17.50 ‘N? L
Iris (Blue) Carnations/Freesia/Fern £14.60 *
Spray Carnations/Freesia/Fern £11.50 .
: MUCH REQUESTED CUDDLIES : A full range of pewter and “cold
* SAMMYSEAL gE“(e ;vh‘:r)m (Silver Beige) o £22.65 o cast bronze” figurines, car grill
ale Pinl " lon .
2 AND THREE PIGLETS (Pale Pink) 2 Tlong  £2275 X badges and tankards to suit your
THE PERSONALISED LOVING BEARS neeas.
* EMBROIDERERD WITH YOUR GIFT OF LOVE MESSAGE *
FOR EXAMPLE
* MARY'S TEDDY/RACHEL'S BEAR/WITH LOVE/ALL MY LOVE * . COMM'SSIONS ACCEPTED
* LOVE DADDY/LOVE PHIL/LOVE TOM/LOVE MUM/LOVE MUMMY *
* No moreéhan 12 letters per line (3 Imes.DonIy), A space counts as a letter. ‘k MR107
hoice of Coloured Jumpers: Dark Blue/Light Blue/Red
M \INSTON BEAR (Beige. Jointed) D/Blue 19" high £27.80 x (25cm)
WINSTON BEAR (Gold. Jointed) D/Blue 19" high £27.80 4 | £50.65
* WINSTON BEAR (Gold. Jointed) D/B-L/B-Red 14" high £18.95 ‘k
BREWSTER BEAR (Gold) D/B-L/B-Red 15" h!gh £14.75 s
* CHUBBY BEAR (Gold. Jointed) D/B-L/B-Red 11" high £14.75 .k e =
* Prices and order forms available upon request. Prices include P&P + VAT ‘k
VIAS, ACCESS, and AMEX ACCEPTED — INCLUDE EXPIRY DATE " o Send crossed cheque/P.O. with order or S.A.E.
old cast bronze
* Please make cheque or P.O. payable to: * for Brochure.
*
os %K

Over 300 individual Regimental
designs held in stock in Silk and
Polyester.

TES

For your own design we offer a free
coloured visual by return.
Printed or woven designs.

Polyester, Silk/Polyester or Silk Cloth.

Minimum order 25 printed ties.

VISTA TIES, 28 HIGH STREET,
MERSTHAM, SURREY. RH1 3EA

TO YOUR OWN DESIGN ¢
T-SHIRTS -
SWEATSHIRTS
POLOSHIRTS
RUGBY SHIRTS
SWEATERS

| * BASEBALL CAPS

For free full colour brochure and
information pack from the UK's
leading supplier to H.M. Forces
contact:

TELEPHONE: 0737 645113
FAX 0737 645892

TEES TOTAL

High Street, Wootton Bassett,
Swindon,Wilts SN4 7AB. )
TEL:(0793) 849888 |
FAX:(0793) 849890

PLEASE
MENTION

SOLDIER

WHEN REPLYING TO
ADVERTISEMENTS e




SOLDIER MART

No security required £1,000-£10.000 Too good tO
CARS, FURNITURE, HOLIDAYS. . .
CLEAR EXISTING UP TO DATE LOANS, dismiss —
HP, CREDIT CARDS, CASH SPARE. k
~ Tenants and Hgme’c):ners welcome ta e OUt a
~ Noint ; antial b .
Gaod beneis f you sele your loan batly subscription now!
For quotes, written details and free advice
Tel: 0929 423925 9am-9pm 7 days =
(from oveorseas 0044-929 423925) Telephone'
NORSTAR FINANCE 2011
Licensed by Office of Fair Trading as Lenders & alnk!.‘r.‘:; 0252 347353

PEWTERWARE
Engraved Regimental
Badges, Ship’s Crests etc.
FREE brochure available

REPLACED IN RECORD TIME
FULL SIZE & MINIATURE
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE

WRITE OR PHONE FOR QUOTATION
RAYMOND D. HOLDICH

Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre
7 Whitcomb Street
London WC2H 7THA
Tel: 071-930 1979
0374 133493 18127

a

UNIFORMAL
INTEREST FREE CREDIT

READY TO WEAR MESS KIT — WOs AND SERGEANTS AT

3o(y LESS THAN
0

“MADE TO MEASURE”

SIZES 36"-44" CHEST IN SM, MED AND LONG

For a quotation for your Regiment or Corps please contact us (see below)

UK: Van Dungie House, Meynell Avenue, Rothwell, Leeds
LS26 ONU. Tel: 0532 826102. Fax UK: 0532 821457

Mondays-Fridays 9am-5pm

LOST Your Medals?
We can replace them R O V ER
NOW Tel: 0752 872672

Ly SCE HOTLINE

%} 0367 241225

Full Size & Miniatures.
Mounting Service & Ribbons.
S.AE. for Replacement List
Toad Hall, Newton Ferrers,
Plymouth, Devon,
England PL8 1DH 1014

Please mention
SOLDIER when
replying to
advertisements

QUALITY SHEFFIELD |

We can transfer any Full Colour design or photo

oo T-Shirts Sweatshirts
& Baseball Caps

Using the very latest technology in laser transfer printing!

Minimum order of one, with any image you like!
We are also specialists in screen printed & embroidered garments
Contact us for more information & price lists Ricara Leisurewear
River Road, Littlehampton, West Sussex, BN17 5BZ. (0903) 717298

EMBROIDERED LEISUREWEAR & BADGES
Plus PRINTED T-SHIRTS & SWEATSHIRTS

Embroidered garments -
printed sweats and T-shirts, min. qty. 36\_
BADGES-EMBROIDERED - min. qty. 25

Tee original 24+

ENAMELLED - min. 100
BLAZER BADGES - min. 5
TIES — Woven - min. 50
Printed - min. 36
Also - BASEBALL CAPS - min. 50
SPORTS BAGS - min. 50
GOLF UMBRELLAS - min. 25
- WRITE, PHONE or FAX for colour brochur

nS!gn to Kilcreggan, Dunbartonshire G84 0JN

MOTIFS

(28910)

iy
\ ..“/

THE MILITARY BEAR =

9 ]

BRUNO V O

% J
4‘: ; a.\é

‘Bruno’ is a traditional 16" Bear, who comes dressed £ #‘ e

A7 ATA AT

. 5 . 2 T
in Combat Kit, with face veil, webbing belt and beret .
complete with your cap badge.

o

s \

A s / \_,.{"
e O

‘Bruno’ is currently available for all regiments and corps of the British Army (less

Gurkha units).

‘Jock’ wears TOS : RHF white hackle. Royal Scots tartan patch; A & SH tartan

patch : Black Watch red hackle : QOH blue plume. Gordons & KOSB TOS only

(No badge available for Scottish Regts).

ACC Bear available in chef’s whites, ACC beret.

UN Bear, desert combat kit, UN beret with UN badge or your own badge.

To order Bruno: Please send Cheques/P.0./Credit Card No. (incl expiry date) for

£31.00 payable to ‘POSTAL BEARS’, name and address of person to receive bear

and your special message fto:

POSTAL BEARS, Dept D., 1/2 Barker Street, Shrewsbury SY1 1SB.
24 hour telephone order service (0743) 241962 Fax: (0743) 232112 5y

ADVERTISERS PLEASE NOTE

All new advertisements are accepted on a pre-paid basis only.
Cheques/POs payable to “Soldier”. Monthly accounts will be
opened subject to approval and satisfactory references.
Otherwise prepayment applies.

D4
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SILVERMAN'’S

PLCE BERGEN BERGHAUS BERGHAUS
D-DAY

New NATQ ref 84-65-99-978-5360/62 VULCAN ROC
NATO ref 84-65-99-775-3039/40 : I’ ’
AR SPECIAL
o AIRBORNE FORCES

DENISON SMOCKS
New manufacture using
original material
£65.00

Genuine issue leather
banded Para Berets,
Victor style £12.99

CAPACITY: 125 litres CAPACITY: 100 litres CAPACITY: 70 litres

FRAME: Internal FRAME: Internal FRAME: Internal
WATERPROOF: \r{[;s WATERPHOOF?Y[;: WATERPROOnFie\:'r;as SBEMAGHS
COLOUR:  Green or DPM COLOUR: Green COLOUR:  Green Olive and black
FEATURES: Side pouches + Yoke FEATURES: Side pouches make day FEATURES: Side pouches £24.99 pr £6.99
(makes day patrol pack) pack (straps incl.) PRICE: £99.00
PRICE: £139.99 PRICE: PHONE
58 PATTERN AND PLCE WEBBING - FULL SETS AVAILABLE - BERGHAUS MUNRO AVAILABLE £59.99
DANNER DANNER DANNER BRITTON BOOTS
ACADIA OLYMPIC FORT LEWIS (GO FAST)
G i G R _ G ‘ e
o 0: 0
R R ; R
E E E:
T T ¢ L
E E 2 E
X X ¢ X |
Leather/cordura lighter IAII Iéather consﬁuctioﬁ . [5eveloﬁéd ﬁith the Fort The very latest in hi Ieg
than all leather 8" boot to keep feet Lewis Go Devils waterproof boot
Selected by LA. Swat team warm and dry All leather construction Leather lined: £48.99
Insulated: £149.99 £169.99 £184.99 Cambrelle lined: £58.99
Uninsulated: £144.99 ASSAULT BOOT, SPEED LACE £48.99
WATERPROOF ALL LEATHER ISSUE BLACK DMS

AMMO BOOTS _ SERVICE SHOE.

'HIGH BOOTS (F/S)

g‘x %‘g

Sl|gh: fctorysecods, all leather, Genume |ssue Ammo Boots Service shoe with DMS sole and
waterproofed, DMS sole Brand new triple soled and studded toe cap
Genuine issue combat boot

£26.99 £62.99 New: £26.99

' GENUINE NEW ISSUE SLEEPING BAG SYSTEM

SLEEPING BAG Hollow fill fibre. High performance even in damp conditions. Wt 3kg ~ £75.00

. 2. COMPRESSION SACK to reduce volume of bag £17.99
3. GENUINE ISSUE ARCTIC BIVI BAG, Gore-Tex £149.99
BIVI BAG ARCTIC ISSUE, NYLON WITH ZIP £10.99
4. FOAM KIP MAT £9.99
5. NEW PATTERN sleeping bag with w/proof base attached £79.99
6. GOOD USED 58 sieeping bags always available SUPER £44 .99
GRADE 1 £34.99
LONG Phone
5 i T g 7. SNUGPAK Military Green sleeping bags Phone
@ Sorbothane insoles/foot beds @® Socks combat @ Jungle boots @ SAS Smocks
@ Compeed for blisters @ Arctic socks @ Berets/leather bound @ All leather magnum boots
@ PLCE Chest rigs @ Tropical DPM suits @ Gulf patt. Desert boots hi leg @ Hi-Tec Magnum L/wt boots
@ Parade Gloss @ KSB Boots ® Short Desert boots @ Hi-Tec Trail L/wt hiking boots
@ Gore-Tex DPM smocks ® Parasmocks ® Gore-Tex socks (Berghaus) @ PTitops (old patt.) new

(POST & PACKING £2.99 ON ANY SIZE ORDER) ABOVE IS A SMALL SELECTION OF KIT AVAILABLE
PHONE 071-790 5257 FOR FREE CATALOGUE PHONE 071-790 5585 FOR INFORMATION PHONE 0717-900-900 FOR CREDIT CARD ORDERS

SILVERMAN’S (DEPTS), MILE END, LONDON E1 4PS

Personal callers Mondays-Fridays 9-5 & Sundays 10-1pm
“Britain’s leading supplier of kit to the professionals” o5
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A pen pal advertisement costs
£11.75. Send your details (maxi-
mum 30 words) and a cheque or
postal order for £11.75, payable to
“Soldier”, to the address below.
The advertisement will appear in
the first available issue and all
replies will be forwarded.

REPLIES. To reply to a pen pal, write
a letter and send it to Soldier Magazine
at the address below. The Box number
must be CLEARLY written in the
TOP LEFT CORNER of the enve-
lope. Your envelope must be no larger
than 8" x 4" and should only contain a
letter, and photograph if requested.
Replies received more than three
months after the cover date and large,
heavy, or poorly addressed
envelopes will not be forwarded.

All correspondence to: Pen Pals,
Soldier Magazine, Ordnance Road,
Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU.

Two nurses seck two squaddies to put
excitement back into their lives. Photos
appreciated, write soon. P917 ouss

Hi, attractive single female, 29, 5'2".
Enjoys sports, keep-fit, cinema and
music. Seeks pen pal 28+ with gsoh.
Photo appreciated, all letters answered.
P9i1s oo/84

Educated English lady, 40s. Inter-
ests include travel, archaeology, archi-
tecture and antiques. Seeks male pen
friends in the UK and overseas. P919

09/94

Sharon, 20. Would like a pen friend,
preferably in their 20s. Likes cinema,
aerobics, reading and music, especially
Bryan Adams and Enigma. All letters
answered. P920 0994

Bubbly, mad, sporty, attractive,
blonde female, 24 (complete with brain
and excellent career!). Seeks hand-
some, fit, rugged, pen pal 25-35, Must
be ready for a challenge! P921 09194

My name is Karen, 27. I'm an audio
typist and like animals, ice hockey, ice
skating, skiing, horse riding, swimming
and writing letters. I promise to reply to
all letters. P922 09194

Wanted - male football fans of any
age, for football mad female, 27. I love
writing long letters that will brighten up
your day, I promise. Write soon or miss
out! P923 09194

I’m an independent, divorced,
female aged 32, who wants a cheerful,
kind soldier to become a friend. I like
TV, some sport, reading and writing.
I'm lonely, please write. P924 09194

Attractive, 28-year-old, working
single mum. Looking for Mr Genuine,
aged 25-32. Photo appreciated. P925

09/54

My name is Susan. I'm 38, single, full
of fun and romantic. I enjoy wining,
dining, theatre and cinema. Interested?
Then be quick and write. Bye for now.
P926 oo

Hello, my name is Jo. I’'m a cheerful ,
friendly, divorced lady aged 25. I'm
looking for some pen pals, so don’t be
shy, write to me now! P927 09/94

This wacky, sports mad, petite lady
with big brown eyes is a young 32-year-
old who loves the arts. Are you 24-33
and in need of a nurty friend? P928 ooss

Hello, I am 25 and looking for pen
pals. I have many hobbies and inter-
ests, including reading all types of fic-
tion, socialising and writing letters. 1
will reply to all letters received. P929
09/94

Military History Books, sae for list.
We also buy military history books,
single volumes or collections. Top
prices paid, travel anywhere. Free
booksearch service available, Any book
found by hard-working professional.

John McKenzie, Carpenters, Cary
Road, North Cadbury, Yeovil BA22
7DE. Tel: 0963 40557. 04-09

“Head-dress Badges of The British
Army” Volume Two (Kipling and
King), the definitive work (1919-
1979). Limited re-print £42.50 plus
£2.50 carriage. Also re-print of
Volume One (1800-1918), 500 pages
and 1,800 illustrations. Ready July £65
plus £3 carriage. H L & P King, 3
Saxon Croft, Farnham, Surrey GU9
7QB. Tel: 0252 716303. 09/94

£1 on each copy to “Gurkha Welfare
Trust” of much acclaimed ‘Wars Bring
Scars’ £6.95, by E D Smith, 2 Balfour
Mews, Station Road, Sidmouth EX10
8XL. 08-10

D-DAY West Sussex. Springboard
for The Normandy Landings. New
Book, 108 pages, 87 Photographs.
£7.95 + £1.25 p&p. West Sussex
Record Office, County Hall, Chich-
ester PO19 1RN, Tel: 0243 533911,

0994

LOOKING FOR AN
“OUT OF PRINT”
BOOK?

We have a huge library of second
hand books for disposal.
We are holding a POSTAL auction on
30th June. Write, phone or fax for a copy
of the list of available books. (Merchant
Navy, RN, Aviation and Military.)
MARITIME BOOKS
LODGE HILL, LISKEARD,
CORNWALL PL14 4EL
Tel: 0579 343663
Fax: 0579 346747

Lovely eight bedroom Guest House
in Eastbourne, 40yds sea front. Excel-
lent letting position, to £27,000 May —
September. Potential to increase sub-
stantially. Valued at £49,000, now only
£40,000 leasehold ono. Tel: 0323

725310.

Sub-Post Office, West Glamorgan.
Salary £24,000, f'/h 4/5 bedroom large
semi, Gas C/H. Run by husband and
wife. Ideal retirement or second career.
£99,950 ono. Contact: 0222 471744
(Agent, Ref: 1911). 08-09

HOTEL &
RESTAURANT

Busy, family run detached property
in prime location in East Devon.
46 seat licensed restaurant (open to
non-residents). Seven letting bedrooms,
owners two bedroom accom., large

car park, recently fully redecorated.

Genuine reason for sale. Would suit
small family or two couples.
Superb freebold property, for
details phone 0395 264803

09-10

Ds

Master Thatcher, retiring. Looking
for person to carry on maintaining and
renewing thatched roofs. Price
£30,000 to include full training, intro-
duction to Guild of Master Craftsmen,
plus past and future customers. Shrop-
shire area. Tel: 0939 260449, 08-08

Watersports Operation for sale.
Superb location in Lindos on the Greek
island of Rhodes. Equipment includes:
winchboat for parascending, dory,
banana, two jet bikes, platform and full
safety equipment. Viewing highly rec-
ommended. £65,000. Daytime tel:
0980 627261/627262. Evening tel:
0980 623104. o894

Arktis Limited seek Officers and
NCOs (Regimental and TA) as local
agent for their clothing and equipment.
For information contact: 3 Brookside
Industrial Units, Venny Bridge, Exeter
EX4 8JN. 07-08

Guest House for sale. Betws-y-Coed,
Snowdonia National Park. 9 bed-
rooms, AA/RAC, profitable B&B only.
All year trade. Details phone 0690
710601.

07-09

.

80/{/{@ L1048

Entertainment

Function Bands,
Disco & Karaoke
Comedians, Cabaret
Dance Shows
For all ranks,
Sgt/Officers” Mess
Wedding & Private
functions
Call
Duncan Storer
16 yrs ex Guards
Musician
Connextions The Name
You Can Trust!

Tel: 081-789 7227 / 6645
Fax: 081-785 3533

Reach for the skies with The Army
Microlight Flying Club. For details
contact the Secretary. Tel: 0981
240946. EOI34

I' ]

SOLDIER MAGAZINE - MAKE SURE
YOU GET YOUR COPY REGULARLY -~
ONLY £23.00 FOR A YEAR'S SUB-
SCRIPTION IN UK, £13.80 BFPO, ELSE-
WHERE £32.20 (OVERSEAS SURFACE
MAIL), SOLDIER MAGAZINE, SUB-
SCRIPTIONS DEPT, ORDNANCE
ROAD, ALDERSHOT, HANTS GU11
2DU. (Cheques to Soldier).

H. W. Slimm & Sons (Magro
Sports). Military Clothing & Equip-
ment for PRI Shops & Units. Hi-Tec
Magnum all leather boots. Black &
green Shemaghs. Genuine SAS & Para
Smocks available. Full price list from:
30-44 Shilton Road, Barwell, Leics
LE9 8HA. Tel: 0455 843730. Fax:
0455 840218.

05-10

Cap badges, regimental ties, blazer
badges, medals, insignia. Send £1.50
for list to: Cairncross (Dept S), 31
Belle Vue Street, Filey, North Yorks
YO14 9HV. 2194

CLASSIFIED

Chess Sets. Wellington, Napoleon,
54mm metal black gold or full colour
with wood veneer board. Black gold
£25, Colour £50 plus postage. Derails
tel: 0985 214365. 07-10

VOLUNTEERS POCKET BOOK.
Valuable info on wide range of sub-
jects. Every Soldier should have one.
Includes Plastic Wallet Cover. £4.75
plus 50p p&p (UK). THE SA
80/LSW - SKILL AT ARMS &
SHOOTING. Training Tests &
APWT conditions pass first time. First
class diagrams and explanation of the
weapons. Fits into Volunteers Pocket
Book Plastic Wallet. £3.25 plus 30p
p&p (UK). Special prices for ten plus
copies. Order direct from publishers.
Cheques or POs payable to MILI-
TARY POCKET BOOKS, PO Box
28, Leven, Beverley, Hull HU17 5LA.,
Tel: 0964 542878. TIe

Silverman’s have available the follow-
ing new PTI kit: Old Pattern PTI Tops
£32.99, PTI Vests £7.99, PTI Belts
£9.99, PTI Cloth Badges £2.99, Ron
Hill Tracksters £14.99, New Rugby
Shirts all cotton £15.99, Timex Sports
Watches from £16.99. Free catalogue
0717 900 900 Info 0717 905 257,
Order 0717 905 585. Silverman’s, 2
Harford Street, Mile End, London E1
4PS. ©

Full/miniature size medals mount-
ed for wear or display. Send for full list
of new miniature medals, ribbon
emblems, brooches, ribbon bars, clasps
etc., and medal mounting costs.
Access/Visa welcome. SAE appreciat-
ed, Worcestershire Medal Services, 25
Golden Cross Lane, Catshill, Broms-
grove B61 OLG. Tel: 0527 835375.

EOIS4

Silverman’s now have genuine
Shemaghs, colours:  black/green,
black/white, sand/black, red/white.

Price for each £6.99 + £2.99 p+p.
Phone 0717 900 900 or write to Silver-
man’s, Mile End, London E1 4PS. ¢

Regimental cufflinks tie grip sets
£12.50. Blazer button sets £24.00.
Medals mounted for wear or display.
Telephone 0480 212843 for availabili-
ty. Martin Duchemin, 6 Knights Close,
Eaton Socon, Cambs PE19 3DP. os0s

SOLDIER Magazine Binders — collect
your copies of SOLDIER in our easy to
use binders. Sold in sets of two, the
binders feature a full colour magazine
style cover, and will each hold up to
thirteen magazines. Cost per two
binders, inclusive of VAT and p&p, is
£8.75 UK/BFPOl/overseas surface
mail, and £11.50 airmail. To order
your binders send your name, address
and cheque/PO payable to “Soldier” to
Soldier Magazine Binders, Ordnance
Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU,

TC
Military Fine Arts. Britain’s leading
British military art distributor. Access
to all British publishers. Hundreds of
original items also available, Catalogue
£2 + A4 sae. Cheques to: G Jennings-
Bramly, 5 Feversham Road, Salisbury,
Wilts SP1 3PP. 08-13

Complete bagpipe band instruments
and uniform needs. Embroidered
badges, banners, metal collector
badges etc. Send your enquiries to:
Geoffrey Enterprises, Railway Road,
Sialkot, Pakistan. Catalogue free on
request. EOIgs

Largest manufacturers and
exporters of hand embroidered Bullion
Badges for Army, Navy, Air Force,
schools, colleges, clubs, associations
etc. Flags, Coat-of-Arms, lanyards and
all military accoutrements etc. Please
contact: J. Arthur & Co., PO Box
301, Sialkot, Pakistan. Fax: 92 432
558605. 05-15
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Military postcards. One postcard for
every regular regiment and corps. An
historic ‘pre-options’ record. SAE for
catalogue and sample. Geoff White,
Rushmoor Lane, Backwell, Bristol
BS19 3JA. 08-11

British and overseas military badges,
collars, titles, formation signs. Regular
comprehensive stock lists  £1.00.
Castle Armoury(s), 18 Castle Street,
Dover CT16 1PW.

SAS and Para smocks, shemaghs. Hi-
Tec Magnum all leather boots and
much more. For catalogue send sae to:
CK Supplies, 28 Hillbrow Road,
Bromley, Kent BR1 4]JL. 0954

Cameronian Scottish Rifles 1950s
original recruiting poster (17"x28"),
rare and in good condition. £75, one
only. Have several other regiments, all
original posters. Write only. Mrs R
Jones, 7 Paynes Lane, Loose, Nr Maid-
stone, Kent. 09/94

Military Insignia, 1994 54 page illus-
trated catalogue £2, refundable on first
order, lists hundreds of current British
insignia including officers’ badges, DZ
flashes, anodised, plus worldwide elite
insignia. Lapworth (S), 15 Woodside
Grove, Bristol BS10 7RF. 0913

Hand Embroidered Wire Bullion
Blazer Badges. Specialist in Army,
Navy, Air Force and uniform acces-
sories. Leslie & Company, Commis-
sioner Road, Sialkort 1, Pakistan. Fax:
92-432-558815. 0s-21

08-12

Military Clothing, Equipment -
John Bull. Mail order 0765 604071.
Retail Hildyard Way, Catterick Garri-
son, N Yorks 0748 833614. Full list on
request. PRIs. Visa/Access. ] B Military
Clothing (8), 12 Littlethorpe Park,
Ripon HG4 1UQ. 36p SAE. Tel: 0765
604071. EOiB4

Medals. Full/miniature medal
mounting service. Loose or court style.
Comprehensive range of miniatures
always available. Write or phone for
quotation. Firmin & Sons Plc, 82/86
New Town Row, Birmingham B6
4HU. Tel: 021-359 6666. Established
1677. EOI94

For quality Scottish products like
bagpipes, bagpipe accessories, practise
chanters, reeds, plaids, shawls, kilts,
spats, balmorals, glengarries, hackle
feathers, waist and cross belts, bugles,
drumsticks, drummer’s aprons, music
card pouches, sporrans etc. Hand
embroidered all kinds of badges,
sashes, flags, family crests, clan crests,
bagpipe banners and all other items.
Scottish/Irish and masonic jewellery
such as waist belt buckles, cap badges,
collar insignias, brooches, buttons, kilt
pins, Write for lists and prices to:
Tango Trading Co. 4/369 Mori Gate,
Sialkot 51310, Pakistan.

Fine quality pipe, dress, bugle, cords,
aiguilettes, sashes, banners, chevrons,
wire badges, regulation bugles etc. City
Trading Co, Saghir Chowk, Noshera
Road, Gujranwala, Pakistan. Fax: 92-

09/94

432-551206. EOl94
Collector’s metal badges, cap,
shoulder etc. 200 all different,
US$75.00 (airmail $15.00 extra).

Metal and wire badges a speciality.
Write to: Geoffrey Enterprises, Railway
Road, Sialkot, Pakistan. Fax +92 432
558910. EOlg4

Regimental CD and Cassette. Ideal
for all Mess functions. Tracks include:
The National Anthem, Dinner Calls,
all Mess toasts, Calls for Remembrance
Sunday and much, much more. con-
tact 1 PWO Band Office, Belfast Bar-
racks, BFPO 36. Cassettes £6, CDs
£10. Cheques payable to ‘Central
Bank 1 PWO’.
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SAS Smocks £80, Para Smocks £58.
Plus much more. For catalogue send
sae to: CK Supplies, 28 Hillbrow
Road, Bromley, Kent BR1 4]L. 0994

e i e v e e e 7 e e e sk ke e ke ek ke
Regimental Shields, Plaques and
Shieldclocks. In good company with
most Regiments and Corps of the
British Army we made your shields for
the Falklands, the Gulf and now Bosnia
and Croatia and most other UN loca-
tions. Let us design your Regimental
and Operational Shields, write for a full
colour brochure to: Teresa Houghton,
Military Marketing, 16 Riverway,
Shipston on Stour CV36 4RD. Tele-
phone and Fax 0608 663770. Mini-
mum order 25 shields. £9.50 no VAT
outside the UK. Shieldclocks £17.00.
Limited Edition: The only official
MoD shield commemorating The 50th
Anniversary of ‘D’DAY. The only offi-
cial PLAQUE commemorating The
200th Year of The Yeomanry, depict-
ing The Official Cypher and all badges
of Today’s Yeomanry. Cheque or
Postal Order for £17.50 inclusive of
VAT & Postage. Allow 28 days for
delivery. e
e 7 i e 7 e e e sk e e e ke ok e i ek ke

Military, Red Cross, sports, corona-
tion, police, school, masonic and mis-
cellaneous medals and badges. Send
2% 25p stamps for list: 18 Hollybank
Road, Birkenhead, Merseyside 141
2S¥Y. 0409

SOLDIER Shield - the ideal gift for
the military enthusiast, or to add to a
collecion. The SOLDIER shield
shows the magazine’s official insignia
on a dark wood base, and measures
180 x 140mm. The cost of the shield,
inclusive of VAT and p&p, is £17 UK
and [L19 elsewhere. Send your
cheque/PO payable to “Soldier” to Sol-
dier Shield, Ordnance Road, Alder-
shot, Hants GU11 2DU. "

Regimental Cap Badges, pips,
crowns etc. Cast in sterling silver fully
assayed, average price £15 — reduction
on regimental orders. PMC, PO Box
18, Portsmouth PO3 9EA. Fax 0705
786348, 08-10

Army Cap Badges. Send SAE plus
50p for lists to: Clans and Regiments,
14 Elm Grove, Aldbrough, East York-
shire HU11 4RQ. Guarantee and gen-
erous discounts. c

[ Giftservices |
Craftsman carved  “Shepherds
Crooks” in ramshorn. Also fox heads,
pheasant heads, dogs heads. Prices
from £150. Superb retirement or pre-

sentation pieces. P&P at cost. Tele-
phone 0270 77366 (24hrs). 07-10

Why not give someone “A Title for a
Tenner”. What a gift/presentation idea!
Derails from S A Survival, Gayfield,
Arbroath, Scotland DD11 1QJ. 0615

[ Holidays |

Turkey. Charming hotel on water-
front in secluded bay near Yalikavak
with free watersports, £10 per night.
Traditional Gulet cruises from £259
f/b per week. Club Turkey — 071-824
8717. "

Simply the lowest air fares. We

guarantee to beat any quotation. Do

call: Gem Travel on (0202) 310317.
0911

Scotland - St Andrews (three miles).
Bed and Breakfast. TV and tea/coffee
facilities in all rooms. Central for golf,
beautiful beaches and scenery. Resi-
dents’ lounge with satellite tv, video,
films. Phone/fax Val Mayner — 0334
838008. 08-10

CLASSIFIED
FLIGHT DEALS

FROM HECK-IN TRAVEL

Pr. Fr

Bangkok

£350 Israel £139

Canada £219 Mexico £295
Caribbean  £260 Rio £499
Dubai £309 Spain £49
Egypt £159 Switzerland £69
France £69 Turkey £143
Germany £89 USA  £159
Goa £379 HOTELS

Italy £08 | TAANSSBERMNEXPRESS |

PLAN YOUR OWN TRAIL!
TAP INTO OUR EXPERIENCE
BOOK WITH CONFIDENCE THROUGH
FULLY BONDED AGENT

SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY, ALL FLIGHTS ON RESTRICTED DATES
FOR OTHER DESINATIONS PLEASE CALL

ATOL
2897

071-637 3104

T 1 e e o i e S R R 1
GREENFIELD PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

WHY PAY UP TO 20% ESTATE AGENTS PRICES.
USE THE SPECIALISED SERVICES OF THIS OLD

ESTABLISHED PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
COMPANY FOR HALF THAT FIGURE ~ * 10%%
* NO HIDDEN EXTRAS *

WE PROVIDE A COMPLETE, COMPREHENSIVE,

EFFICIENT AND RELIABLE SERVICE FOR YOU
WE LOOK AFTER YOUR PROPERTY USING
EXPERIENCED STAFF  SPECIALISED IN
DEALING WITH HM FORCES WITH OVER 20
YEARS' EXPERIENCE AND EX-MILITARY
BACKGROUND.
* FIND OUT ABOUT OUR FULL RANGE OF SERVICES *

INCLUDING:
% LOW FEES * FULL INSURANCE COVER
* FREE SURVEYS/VALUATIONS
* PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

Telephane or write for brochure:
GREENFIELD PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
GREENFIELD HOUSE, DOWLANDS LANE,
COPTHORNE, WEST SUSSEX RH10 3HX
TEL/FAX: (0342) 718671 (24HRS)

* THE BEST SERVICE GUARANTEED * .

et

Wyvern & Sarum. With offices in
Salisbury and Warminster and 200
properties, our ex-Service staff are very
experienced in managing properties for
Service Landlords. Telephone 0722
421701 or 0985 846905. TIc

HAMLETS

Property Letting & Management

HOMEOWNERS -
Moving in UK or abroad?

Let us make your property work for you. Our
small but professional company finds suitable
tenants, manages your property and ensures its
return to you as and when required. With a base in
Leicestershire we also cover the East Midlands
counties of Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire.
For further information please ring
0509 266151
or write to:
59 WESTFIELD DRIVE
LOUGHBOROUGH
LEICS LE11 3QJ

D5

e P_«!aﬁces s

CHARITY
COMMISSION

The Army Church General Fund
The Army Church Building Fund

Scheme for the amalgamation of the
Charities
Ref: BWG-242694A/1-5C
The Charity Commissioners propose to
make a Scheme for this Charity. Copies of
the draft Scheme may be obtained from
them (ref: BWG-242694A/1-5C) at
Woodfield House, Tangier, Taunton,
Somerset TA1 4BL. Objections and
suggestions may be sent to the
Commissioners within one month from

today.
oday 5

Please mention SOLDIER when

replying to advertisements

CHARITY
COMMISSION

Miss Princep Bowden-Smith Memorial
Fund
Scheme for the regulation of the Charity
Ref: RLB 253997-A[1-5C

The Charity Commissioners propose to
make a Scheme for this Charity. Copies of
the draft Scheme may be obtained from
them (ref: RLB-253997-A/1-5C) at Wood-
field House, Tangier, Taunton, Somerset
TA1 4BL and may be seen at The Royal
Hampshire Regiment Museum, Serle’s
House, Southgate Street, Winchester.
Objections and suggestions may be sent to
the Commissioners within one month from
today.

D6

[Property forsale |

Sawtry, Cambs. Modern, 3 bedroom
detached house. Near Al, village loca-
tion, close to amenities. Carpets, cur-
tains and cooker included. Ideal to let.
Near Alconbury. Garden. Garage,
GCH. Reduced price for quick sale,
£46,995. Phone UK 0285 862235.

0B-10

Ideal family home in Hull. Three
bedroom house, central heating,
double glazed, garden. Ex-Service
family now ready to move on to second
home. Must be seen at £30,000.
Williams, Hull (0482) 830983. 0a/s

Plymouth. Comfortable guest house
close to Hoe and all amenities. H&C.
Families welcome. TVs in all rooms.
Open all year. Deva House, 16 Radford
Road, West Hoe, Plymouth PL1 3PY.

Tel: 0752 662999. ASg4
[ Services |
Low cost household insurance,

covers MSQ, MFO, tenants, liability
etc. From [£45 per year. Household
and General Insurance Services,
FREEPOST (SE8601), London SEl
7BP. Tel: 0956 283902,

Printing - Draw Tickets - Low, low
prices. All forms of Unit, Club Mess
and personal stationery. Reasonable
prices. Ring for a free quote. Servis-
print 0305 835150 or Fax 0305
834692. 12/94

Curriculum Vitae from £25 profes-
sionally written and presented. SAE for
FREE Infopak: Sharpe CV Services, 6
Rossmore Gardens, Aldershot, Hamp-
shire GU11 3XF. 06-10

Loans £1,000-£10,000. No deposit.
No security required. Tenants wel-
come. Cars, home improvements, fur-
niture, clear loans, HP, credit cards,
cash spare. Norstar Finance, 0929
423925. 9am — 9pm, 7 days. 0915

02-25

Military tours: D-Day 50th Anniver-
sary, a few vacancies in early June and
July. Other 1994 venues.
Brochures/tariffs 0850 764435 or
write: 110 Movements Coy, 12a High
Street East, Glossop SK13 8DA.

Do not lose that precious photo. Have
it preserved on a decorative china plate
or tray. Send print for quote and details
to: Vernon W ] Baker, 17 Amherst
Drive, Orpington, Kent BR5 2ER. os-10

08-10

CV’s that bring results. Curriculum
vitae for service personnel expertly
compiled and presented. For further
information please phone: Aldershot
(0252) 314887.

09-10

Please mention SOLDIER when
replying to advertisements




- CLASSIFIED

Household Brigade magazines and
other publications relating to Foot
guards required. Book — “Colours of
The Guards Division” by Dawnay
required. Private collector. Tel: 0624
842311 anytime. 04-08

Ordnance Survey Maps, any scale,
anywhere. Also catalogues etc pre-
1940. Purchased by private collector.
Tel: 0904 665272 before 1700hrs. osrss

Cap badges/insignia, to Rossall
School OTC (Loyal Regt), also items
of uniform. George Wiebenger (Ex-
Loyals), 215-12128, 222 St, Maple
Ridge, BC, Canada V2X 5W5. 08794

SOLDIER

Too good to
dismiss —
take out a

subscription

now!

Telephone:
0252 347353

April 2, 1994

First prize (17 goals, £2,000): Sgt A R
Jaggers, 28 Engr Regt, BFPO 31.

20-way tie for second prize (16 goals, £125
each): Capt P S Ashcroft, HQOBF Belize,
BFPO 12; SSgt L J Comyns, 13 Signal
Regt, BFPO 42; Cpl D M Cook, SP Bn HQ
ARRC, BFPO 39; WO1 P Corker, AG
Corps Centre, Worthy Down; Spr F T J
Corrado, 25 Engr Regt, BFPO 808; Sgt B
Critchlow, 24 Fd Sgn RE, Rochester;
SSgt K Davies, 19 Tk Tptr Sqn RLC,
Bulford; Maj J J Edmonds, HQ Herford
Garrison, BFPO 15; Sgt M J Greenwood,
SEE, Arborfield; LCpl J E Hanley, 1 RS,
Fort George; LCpl D S Heathcote, RDG,
BFPO 16; Spr A S M Jordan, 35 Engr
Regt, BFPQ 31; Cpl T E Leighton, 3 Tk
Tptr Sqn RLC, BFPO 16; Capt L C
McGahan, 40 Tpt Sqn RLC, Catterick; Lt
N H Range, 7 Signal Regt, BFPO 15; Bdr
P C Rodgers, 32 Regt RA, Larkhill; Sgt K
L Rolfe, 6 Sup Regt RLC, BFPQ 47; Pte S
Taylor, Army Training Regt, Lichfield; Cpl

ARMY SPORTS LOTTERY RESULTS

J W Wilson, Vehicle Depot, Ashchurch;
Capt P S Wooding, HQ QMG, Andover.

APRIL 9, 1994

First prize (23 goals, £2,000): Maj A W
Morris, Depot REME, Arborfield.

Three-way tie for second prize (21 goals,
£633.33 each): LSgt R M Beckett, 1
Coldm Gds, BFPO 17; Col G A Holt, HQ
Aldershot Garrison; Sgt P A Knowles, HQ
7 Armd Bde, BFPO 30.

Ten-way tie for fifth prize (20 goals, £60
each): LCpl M P J Clarke, 21 Engr Regt,
BFPO 45; Sgt S G Cook, 14 Fd Wksp
REME, BFPO 45; LCpl M Hall, 1 Bn
REME, BFPQ 36; Maj R G Hinchcliffe,
School of Mil Svy, Hermitage; Sgt G J R
Jackson, Light Dragoons, BFPO 30;
W02 H R Roberts, 26 Engr Regt, BFPO
24: LCpl A Robinson, 1 DWR, Bulford;
LCpl R M Taylor, RAC Trg Regt, Catterick;
LCpl J E Wenlock, 2 PWRR, Canterbury;
Sgt | White, 8 Arty Spr Regt, RLC, BFPO
17.
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CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE -
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

All classified advertisements are accepted on a prepaid basis only, and are subject to the
following conditions.

The Publishers reserve the right to decline any copy material of which they may not approve
whether an order shall have been accepted or not. All advertisements are accepted subject to
approval and conditionally upon space being available. The Publishers reserve the right to make
any alteration they consider necessary or desirable in an advertisement to meet their approval.
The Publishers also reserve the right to cancel or suspend any advertisement without stating a
reason.

While every endeavour will be made to meet the wishes of advertisers, the Publishers do not
guarantee the insertions of any particular advertisement.

The Publishers shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial failure
(however caused) of publication or distribution of any edition in which any advertisement is
scheduled to appear.

The Publishers shall not be liable for errors occurring after the first insertion of an advertisement
in a series. It is the responsibility of the advertiser to inform the Publishers of any such error in
sufficient time to allow amendment. A voucher copy will not be supplied.

Advertisements will be placed under the following headings:

Accommodation, Business Opportunities, Cars, Cars Wanted, Entertainment, Exhibitions, For
Sale, Gift Services, Holidays, Houselets, Notices, Prope for Sale, Reunions, Services,
Situations Vacant, Situations Wanted, Training, Wanted. Other headings will be applied if
deemed acceptable by the Publishers.

The placing of an order for the insertion of an advertisement shall amount to an acceptance of the
above conditions and any conditions stipulated by an agency or advertiser shall be void insofar

as they are in conflict with them. o

MOVING?

IF YOU ARE A SOLDIER SUBSCRIBER, PLEASE
REMEMBER TO INFORM US OF YOUR NEW
ADDRESS - AT LEAST FOUR WEEKS BEFORE
YOU MOVE.

WRITE TO: SOLDIER SUBSCRIPTIONS, PARSONS
HOUSE, ORDNANCE ROAD, ALDERSHOT, HANTS
GUI1 2DU OR TELEPHONE ALDERSHOT (0252)
347353

This applies to individual subscribers and Army units

PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

1

26 27

29 30

WORDS AT 30p
X INSERTIONS
BOX NUMBER
VAT AT 17.5%
TOTAL ENCLOSED

CHEQUE/PO Number

If you need more space, or do not wish to cut the magazine, please write clearly on plain paper
COST: 30p PER WORD, MINIMUM CHARGE £6.00. VAT AT 17.5% MUST BE ADDED
BOX NUMBER, IF REQUIRED, @ £2.00 + VAT PER INSERTION
; NB: NAME AND ADDRESS/PHONE NUMBER SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN COST
ALL CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS MUST BE PREPAID AND WILL BE INSERTED IN THE FIRST AVAILABLE ISSUE

N
MM N

(Payable to SOLDIER)

Send to:

CLASSIFIED ADS

SOLDIER

ORDNANCE ROAD

ALDERSHOT

HANTS GUT 1 2DU 0
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2 RTR’s winter of content

CYPRUS-based 2nd Royal
Tank Regiment have had a
winter sports season to savour.

Highlight of the wunit’s
achievements was the appear-
ance of bobsleigher Cpl Mark
Tour and Dbiathlon team

member LCpl Mark Gee at the
Lillehammer Olympics.
Gee is currently competing

with the Great Britain team in
Canada and the USA.

But there was much to cele-
brate in domestic competi-
tions, as 2 RTR won every race
at the RAC, RA and AAC
championships at Les Saisies,
France early in the season, and
achieved an excellent result in
the Army championships.

Bessey beaten,
three in finals

LCPL Chris Bessey (27 Regt
RLC) was stopped in the
second round of the all Eng-
land ABA semi-finals at
Gateshead on April 12.

In the shock of the round,
the 1993 welterweight champi-
on was dazed by a powerful
blow from Wayne Alexander, a
south Londoner from Lynn
ABC, and the referee stopped
the contest.

Bessey was comfortably out-
boxing the London champion
when he was caught by a left
hook.

“It was one of those things,”
said Army coach Sgt Norman
Phillips (RWRR). “Alexander
has always got a puncher’s
chance, but I thought the refer-
ee stopped it a bit quickly.”

There was considerable con-
solation for the Army contin-
gent in wins for welterweight
Gdsm Kevin Short (WG)
against Repton’s Pat Wright,
heavyweight Cpl Steve Burford
(REME) and super-heavy Spr
Danny Watts (RE Trg Regt),
who outpointed 1993 finalist
Rod Allen from Preston.

Burford, making his second
consecutive appearance in the
national finals, Short and
Watts will be in action at
Birmingham on May 4.

Second behind 35 Engr Regt
with only the 30km military
patrol race to go, the tankies
kept their nerve with good
shooting and fast skiing to
secure victory.

In the Near Eastern Forces
Inter-Services Alpine ski meet-
ing in Cyprus, the regiment
entered a team from each

LCpl Jason Gardner (89 Sy
Coy) was beaten on points by
Londoner Ritchie Edwards but
has been called up for Scotland
squad training.

LCpl Vinny Powell (3
RSME) won the Welsh ABA
lightweight title on April 2. A
national finalist last year when
he boxed in the English cham-
pionships, he has put himself in

squadron. Alamein (HQ)
Squadron returned to Nicosia
as Army (Cyprus) and Inter-
Services (Cyprus) champions,
with LCpl Harrold the individ-
ual Army champion.

Burma Sqn were runners-
up, and Capt James Ogglesby
(Normandy Sgn) was slalom
runner-up.

a strong position for Common-
wealth Games selection.

@ The result of a desperate-
ly close Army inter-units
novice team final at Aldershot
on April 8 hinged on the final
bout between Gnr Tink of 7
Para RHA and Kgm Cam-
moille of 1 Kings. Tink won on
points to give the Airborne
Gunners a 5-4 victory.

Mission i

|| SPORT |

Picture: Mike

SSgt Paul Woolnough (right) jinxes past an ITB Strensall defender
to score the winning try for 17 Bty, 26 Regt RA in the Minor Units
Challenge Cup final at Aldershot Military Stadium

mpossible

Dorset 0,

Army 3
HAVING lost to Wiltshire at
home in their previous South
West Counties Championship
game, the Army travelled to
Shaftesbury on a “mission
impossible”. To qualify for the
final they need to beat Dorset
by seven goals to nil, writes
Derrick Bly.

They created enough
chances to be well ahead by the
interval, but had only a penalty
by SSgt Alan Higgins (R Sigs)
to show for their efforts.

Cpl Ray Corner (REME),

BAOR karate kicks off in style

SEVERAL notable perfor-
mances were put up by mem-
bers of the ten-man BAOR
karate team which took part in
the Ryoshin Karate Associa-
tion invitation championships
in East London. LCpl Paul
48

Webster (220 Sig Sqn) won the
individual kumite category and
Capt Andy Marjoribanks pro-
duced three powerful and crisp
efforts in the kata to finish
second in a field of 53.

The BAOR kata team of Lt

Paul Wise, SSgt Gus Murray
and Cpl Paul Adu finished
third.

Details of training can be
obtained by ringing JHQ
BAOR  Rheindahlen ext
222009.

an inspired second half substi-
tution, whipped home two late
goals and produced a final
scoreline that did some justice
to the Army’s performance.

PCD Mill HIll 1,

BAD Kineton 5
A late blast by Kineton-
based Base Ammunition

Depot destroyed Postal and
Courier Depot in the final of
the Minor Units football com-
petition.

The men from North
London started at a cracking
pace but could not turn their
good approach work into goal
chances.

BAD Kineton, last year’s
beaten finalists, struck first
through Fletcher before Mill
Hill were awarded a penalty
which Keen converted.

Kineton took the lead
through skipper Tweddle just
before the break, then went
further ahead 12 minutes into

the second half courtesy of an
own goal.

Stokes and Metcalf added
more goals which gave the
scoreline a slightly unreal look.

Brig Alan Thompson, chair-
man of the Army FA’s execu-
tive committee, presented the
trophies.

1 Cheshire 4,
Irish Guards 2

In a final full of good foot-
ball, 1 Cheshire beat 1 IG 4-2
to claim the Infantry Challenge
Cup at Tidworth.

Gdsm  Darren Hobson
opened the scoring for the Irish
Guards after a defensive error,
but the Cheshire were level
within a minute through their
captain, Cpl Tosh Williams,
and went ahead when LCpl
Craig Powell scored.

LSgt Paul Fagin levelled the
scores again, before Pte Simon
Yeo scored in the first and last
minutes of the second half.

AGC1,
Infantry 2

The Infantry  narrowly
defeated the AGC in a keenly
contested game during which
strong winds made contro} dif-
ficult. Fus Kevin Jones (RWF)
and LSgt Paul Fagin (IG)
scored for the Infantry, Sgt
Dan Daly for the AGC.

Infantry 4,
RLC 1

The Infantry signed off their
representative football season
with a comprehensive win over
the RL.C. Kevin Jones (RWF)
headed the opener before LCpl
Tony Jones equalised.

But Pte lee Bradbury
(PWRR) scored twice in five
minutes and Cpl Ian McDon-
ald (Cheshire) added a fourth.
The second half was something
of an anti-climax, with the best
performances coming from the
respective trainers.

BEATEN 1993 finalists 7
Signal Regiment ended 7 Para
RHA’s four-year reign as
Major Unit rugby champions
in a lively Challenge Cup final
sponsored by Cadbury-
Schweppes GB.

The BAOR champions from
Krefeld ran out winners by 20
points to 14 on a glorious
spring afternoon at the Military
Stadium, Aldershot.

Skipper Sgt Dave Hammon
converted a try by winger Sgt
Brian Johnson in the second
minute, and kicked a penalty
before 7 RHA fought back with
two penalties to trail 10-6 at
the interval.

Sgt Jamie Alleyne ran in
another try midway through
the second half, almost imme-
diately cancelled out by a try
from 7 RHA fullback Lt
Howard Graham. The sides
swapped penalties before the
final whistle.

The Minor Units final was
won by Gitersloh-based 17
Battery, 26 Regt RA, who beat
defending champions Infantry
Training Bartalion Strensall
18-15.

Steve sets
pace on

road mile

CPL PADDY Cairns (ATR
Bassingbourn) won the Army
senior road one mile champi-
onships in windy conditions at
Chattenden.

His time of 4min 22.44sec
was marginally faster than the
winner of the veterans’ cham-
pionship, Maj Glen Grant
(JSDC), who finished in 4min
24.64.

Fastest leg in the road relay
championships held at the
same time was posted by Spr
Steve Rankin (28 Engr Regt).
He recorded 15min 39sec, 15
seconds quicker than veteran
Sgt Bill Bailey (2 Sig Regt).

Their respective teams fin-
ished in that order in the Major
Units rankings, 28 Engr’s last
runner crossing the line a
minute or so ahead of the
York-based signallers. The
sappers’ C team finished third.

The Minor Units race was
won by Depot R Irish with 5
TA Trg Regt second and 49
(EM) Bde third.

Fastest lap in the women’s
road relay was set by Capt
Fiona Gordon (RL Trg
Centre). The team race was
won by Women’s Services
Northern Ireland.

HQ Coy, 2 RRW won the
team race at the Territorial
Army cross country champi-
onships at Longmoor, with 21
SAS second and Bristol
UOTC third.

A weak Regular Army selec-
tion paid the price, losing to
the TA in their annual match.
The TA veterans also beat
their Regular counterparts.

LCpl Alan Shepherd (AMS)
restored some Regular pride by
winning the senior men’s race.
WO2 (QMSI) Geoff Wade was
third and Cpl Paddy Cairns
fourth.

®1 QLR won the final
26km Minden to Lubbecke
Ridge run in March, beating 1
GS Regt RLC by a slender six
points. Third were 35 Engr
Regt.

The QLR’s scoring runners
were Buckley (2nd), Mclaugh-
lan (3rd), Blackburn (11th)
and Stevenson (21st).
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CRICKET  HOCKEY

Services
to meet
best kids

in town

LEADING Service cricketers
will have their own Test match
this summer. For the first time
the Combined Services are to
take on the national Under 19
XI in a two-day game.

The country’s brightest
young prospects will be in
action at Aldershot on July 26-
27,

Aldershot will also stage the
senior Inter-Services tourna-
ment from August 8 to 10,
while the Royal Navy will host
the Under 25s a month earlier
at Portsmouth. Both festivals,
and the Combined Services’
matches, are to be supported
by The Famous Grouse.

Last year the Army senior
side finished with the wooden
spoon while the U25s took the
junior title.

Army cricket has been fortu-
nate to attract important spon-
sorship at all levels for the new
season.

Naafi Financial Services will
be involved in the domestic
competitions, including the
Army festival at Aldershot on
May 6-8 and culminating in
the Major and Mino
scheduled for Augus
the senior team is to be backed
by Royal Ordnance.

The Under 25s will be
encouraged to produce some
explosive performances by
their association with Chem-
ring Group, suppliers of mili-
tary pyrotechnics.

Lt Col Keith Hitchcock, sec-
retary of Army cricket, said:
“We are enormously grateful
to all our sponsors. They do a
wonderful job for Service
cricket and their support is cru-
cial.”

Opening fixture for the
Army is an all-day game
against Arabs at Aldershot on
May 22. Wiltshire (May 25),
Essex (June 7), Middlesex
(June 14), Sussex (July 15) and
Kent (July 22) provide testing
county 2nd XI opposition
during the season, which will
be extended by a tour to Hong
Kong from October 15-29.
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Anxious moment for 20 Armoured Brigade Signal Squadron defenders as they face a short corner from
Army Apprentices College, Chepstow in the Minor Units Hockey Cup final. Chepstow won 7-2

Jolly good
display by
UK gunners

AN ALIL-gunner Major Units
hockey final produced an excit-
ing win for 32 Regiment RA
over BAOR-based 26 Regi-
ment RA by four goals to one
at Aldershot, writes Alan
Healey.

And in the Minor final,
Army Apprentices College,
Chepstow defeated 20
Armoured Brigade Signal
Squadron by seven goals to
two.

A new mini-tournament
format added considerably to
the occasion, with four semi-
finals taking pace on the first
day and the two finals on the
second.

Instead of meeting the UK
winners in the finals, BAOR
champions came in at the
semi-final stage.

Encouragingly, Germany-
based units figured in both
finals.

Maj Ian Jolly, ex-Army skip-
per and current captain of

National League side Sur-
biton, was the dominant player
in the Major Units final, lead-
ing 32 Regt to the title in his
last game before he leaves the
Services.

He was well supported by
Maj Alan Mears, also a former
Army regular, and the two of
them, backed up by a good al-
round side, eventually became
too much for the BAOR gun-
ners to handle.

In the Minor competition,
Chepstow, losing finalists last
year, beat 20 Armd Bde Sig
Sqn, although it was not the
runaway victory suggested by
the 7-2 scoreline.

The signallers fought back
hard until three AA Coll Chep-
stow goals in the final 15 min-
utes put them out of the match.

Former Army player Capt
Alasdair Balgarnie, now serv-
ing at the apprentices’ college,
was the main difference
between the sides.

Herring Is
red hot at
Rushmoor

MAJ ROB Herring (5 AB Bde
Log Bn) finished strongly to
win the Army duathlon cham-
pionships centred on Rush-
moor Arena, Aldershot.

He held off early pace-setter
LCpl Phil Kibble, the current
Army triathlon champion, and
a strong challenge from LCpl
Stacy Robinson, currently
training with the modern pen-
tathlon team at Arborfield.

More than 80 competitors
took part in the event, which
involved an 8km run, 30km
cycle course and 5km run.

Kibble led until well into the
cycle phase when he was
caught by Robinson and Her-
ring. Herring eventually estab-
lished a lead of just a
minute on Robinson to win in
1hr 36min 50sec, with Kibble
third.

WO Duncan Vavangas (10
RLC Wksp) was a runaway
winner in the veteran category.
Major Units honours went to
RMCS (Kevin Garraway, Maj
Jeremy Wormington, Lt Jim
Clare) and the Minor title to
29 RLC (LCpl Phil Kibble,
WO2 Paul Lovall, Sgt Stuart
Dinwoodie).

LCpl Andy Newman and LCpl
John Ryan of The Queen’s Royal
Lancers take an underwater
look at the fuselage of a B17
bomber at Guadalcanal during
an expedition to the Solomon
Islands. Story in Page 13
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The Band of the Corps of Royal Engineers leads a parade through the
crowded streets of Gibraltar as the sappers end an association dating
back to 1772. Following the disbandment of the 1st Fortress Specialist
Team Royal Engineers, the Rock is without a sapper unit for the first
time in more than 200 years. Story in news pages.
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