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Value of
TA skills

About ten per
cent of British
soldiers serving
in Bosnia are TA
and reservists.
We asked them
about the expe-
rience of serving
alongside the
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“General ‘'00? ... No, luy, | don’'t know
nuffink bhart moving no standby brigade . . .”

Regulars. Their
answers reflect a
real feeling that
the skills they
offer are highly
appreciated.

- Vox pop, Page 70

TOP MANAGERS

Two REME specialists, one a
staff sergeant and the other a
lance corporal, have won
national accolades for their
management skills.

- Issues, Page 41
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26-27 Cover story

Taking a breather: Cpl Carl Martin,
2 RTR, surfaces off the island of
Brac, in the Adriatic, during a spell of
scuba-diving. Soldiers serving in
Bosnia have the opportunity to take
a four-day adventurous ftraining
break there which has gained a rep-
utation as “the best aid to retention
in the Army".
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How to contact Soldier
—see Page 70

yf._ Y [ j,} ."‘r—l f ,’:’.

@ Down in the Bunker — Page 21

13513

. .. of your award-winning magazine

=

4 Tattoo leaves its mark

RMT 2000 “most spectacular military show ever’

14 Licensed to save lives

How ordnance disposal experts stay sharp

16 Rapid-reaction sappers

39 Engineer Regiment’s vital work in Kuwait

21 Down in the Bunker

Inside PJHQ's underground control room

22 Big guns go on offensive

Iron Typhoon'’s international flavour on the Plain

24 Catterick takes off

It's now a centre of excellence — and Big Macs

29 At last - the mobile pub

Our Kitstop feature brings you Naafi’'s DIY boozer

32 They locked up Big Jack

RHG rookie Charlton kicked off on the wrong foot

35 Focus on Gibraltar

Field gunners feature and two pages of pictures

66 Readers let off steam

Your letters on the hot topics fill another four pages

PLUS 19 Chuckle with Chip 31 Westminster to
Wapping 39 Combat shooting 41 Issues 43 Sport
51 Win £100 52 Advertising section 60 Diary

63 Bulletin board 64 Books 70 Vox pop

SOLDIER

to soldier
e

The right
to voice
opinions

THEY say the benchmarks
of a flourishing publication
are its advertisements and
readers’ letters.

In our case we shall leave
readers to judge for them-
selves, while gently pointing
out that for the sixth month
in a row, our Mailbag feature
stretches to four lively pages,
with Vox pop a bonus.

Like everyone else in a free
society, soldiers have views
which they are entitled to
express — and they are doing
so forcefully on such hot
topics as food charges,
allowances, single-soldiers’
rights and attitudes towards
unmarried soldiers in stable
relationships.

One writer tells the bizarre
story of an unmarried couple
with children having to occupy
tewo quarters in the same road in
order to abide by the rules.

Another, pleading for pri-
vacy for himself and his girl-
friend, uses a modern
American buzz-phrase in
wishing the Army would “get
with the program”.

“WHINGEING"

Non-serving readers are
not always sympathetic. The
general thrust of their letters
is to urge complainants to
“stop whingeing, count your
blessings and get on with the
job”. Soldiers béing soldiers,
the “old and bold” are
respectfully requested this
month to wind in their necks.

Both sides are entitled to
their opinions and are
encouraged to express them
in our pages. r.

But the well-argued and
articulate letters from servifig
soldiers indicate they may
have very good reasons for
questioning their quality of
life. One cites “inconsisten-
cies and the lack of an easy-
to-use complaints system”.

That so many are choosing
to air their grievances in Sol-
dier suggests we are providing
a platform they feel is not
available to them elsewhere.




RMT 2000

Tattoo leaves i

Colourful, dynamic and entertaining — the most

spectacular military show ever staged in London

Lancaster bomber. Parachutists
: g : dropped in from overcast, inclement
HORSE Guards Parade had never seen skies bringing a ray of sunshine to the
anything like it. The tri-Service contribu-  chilly, July evening.
tion to the millennium celebrations was Writer Rosemary Sisson, best known
the biggest and most complicated mili- for her work with the television series
tary show ever assembled - a riot of Upstairs Downstairs, had worked with
colour, noise and action that has seta the show’s producer, Maj Michael
new benchmark against which all sub- Parker, to weave together key moments
sequent events will be judged. of the island story, from the Battle of
Nothing showing at the West End Hastings to the Battle of Britain and
came close to matching the production beyond.
values of this hit show with a cast of One of the most spectacular moments
1,800 and a nightly audience of seven was the recreation of the Charge of the
times that. ; Light Brigade, when 180 horses charged
The Queen, the Prince of Waleg,the , across the parade ground.
Princess Royal, the Duke. of York ‘ & Whatis believed to be the largest
Duke of Kent, the Prime Minjster and * * mobile video screen in the world magni-
the Defence Secretary were among * fied the action, fusing historical
those e saiute d the six- tableaux with the latest technological
" ni wizardry.
The voices of stars including Dame
Judi Dench (Queen Elizabeth 1), Robert
Hardy (Churchill) and Prunella Scales

Pictures: Graeme Main

~past mcludggg“the Red'Arrows and a

(Queen Victoria) recited some of the
stirring literature which those 1,000
years have inspired.

Soldier is offering the chance to relive
the experience or enjoy it for the first
time by entering our competition.

DD Video is releasing The Royal Mili-
tary Tattoo 2000 on August 7 featuring
all the highlights as well as exclusive
material not broadcast on television.
The tape retails for £14.99 but Soldier
has five copies to give away as prizes.

Answer the following question on a
postcard marked RMT 2000 Competition
and send it to Soldjerby September 1
(usual rules apply).

Who wrote the following lines:

Storm'd at with shot and shell,
Boldly they rode and well,

Into the jaws of Death,

Into the mouth of Hell

Rode the six hundred.

August 2000 SOLDIER

« Séund and

Fired up: This re-enactment of a Boer War battle, above, saw soldiers don
false moustaches and beards to add realism, 27 wigs were also worn

Going with a bang: Fireworks light up the night sky, right, with accompa-
niment from some of the 600 musicians who played 182 pieces of music

vision: Horse
Guards was
dominated by
one of the ;
world’s largest”
mobile video
screens, main
picture
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Summer holiday deals don’t get any better than this. Right now,
Going Places Holidayline is giving Army personnel up to 10% off all
Airtours Summer 2000 brochured holidays advertised on our Teletext pages.
And remember...this offer isn’t available in holiday shops — even Going Places shops.

The only way to get your discount is from Going Places Holidayline on the number below!

BROCHURED HOLIDAYS WITH RIRTOURS

Tele®ext LATE AVAILABILITY HOLIDAYS FROM AIRTOURS

For details of the latest deals see these pages...

Late Escapes on P263 R Go ji-i &E E%gf ‘ Airtours on P258 Go Direct on P264

Please note! To receive your 5% discount on a holiday advertised on Teletext, you must call Going Places Holidayline on the x
number shown below — not the number shown on the Teletext page!

CALL NOW TO BOOK

4 * ‘ (., Going Places
0 161 6213 = B
& ps HOLIDAYLINE

LINES OPEN: MONDAY - FRIDAY 8AM - 9.30PM, SATURDAY 8AM - 6PM, SUNDAY 10AM - 6PM

Terms and Conditions: Offers are subject to availability and can be withdrawn at any time without prior notice. Offers cannot be combined with any other

Going Places Holidayline offer and are not available through Going Places shops. Offers featured are valid for new bookings only made before 31st July 2000.

Teletext holidays will incur additional charges. Offers operated by Going Places Holidayline ABTA 50334 who act as agent for the operator concerned whose terms

and conditions apply. A 1.5% charge applies to all credit/charge card bookings under £2000 except for bookings under £100 when a £10 transaction fee applies

instead. All customers must be able to prove they have travel insurance of at least the same standard as that offered by Going Places Holidayline at the time of booking.
Y

AAirtours
The Holiday Makers
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Soldiers free
Para hostage

BRITISH troops helped United
Nations peacekeepers free Maj Andy
Harrison, 2 Para, and ten other UN
military observers who were trapped by
rebels in Sierra Leone.

The rescue mission used a Chinook
to fly into the compound during a heavy
tropical downpour to carry out the
evacuation.

The rescue was the climax of a ten-
week stand-off and followed a request
for support by the United Nations Mis-
sion in Sierra Leone.

At one point during Maj Harrison’s
ordeal, in which he was subjected to
beatings, he believed he was to be exe-
cuted. “But I refused to kneel,” he said.
“I wasn't going to be shot on my knees.
I had images of Vietnam in my mind.”

Maj Harrison, who had previously
served in the Gulf conflict and North-
ern Ireland, had been trapped with a
barttalion of Indian soldiers in a UN
barracks in Kailahun, in the south-east
corner of Sierra Leone, after the base

Rescued: Maj Harrison back in Freetown

was surrounded by the Revolutionary
United Front.

The rescue was launched after a
signal was received from the barracks
warning that food and medicines were
critically low. Maj Harrison, along with
the UN observers, was taken by heli-
copter to Freetown, before flving back
to the UK. He plans to return to Sierra
Leone to finish his tour.

Pageant: More than 7,000 participants, including military units from Britain and the
Commonwealth, took part in the celebrations to mark Queen Elizabeth the Queen
Mother’s 100th birthday. The King’s Troop RHA, pictured, was particularly honoured ‘
to take part as it was formed in 1946 under the express wishes of King George VI

Feeling the heat

Typically tropical: Pte Neil Bushell, 1 Para, leads
an assault in the jungles of Jamaica during exer-
cise Red Stripe,
in which 120
paras of A Com-
pany learned
the basic skills
to allow them to
live and fight in
the most hostile
of environ-
ments.

Platoon com-
manders had
the opportunity
to carry outa
two-day exercise before the company progressed
through a variety of packages including field firing,
advanced jungle skills and adventurous training.
The course culminated a company attack.

The seemingly simple question of movement
takes on a new dimension in the jungle and per-
sonal hygiene assumes an importance not always
recognised in temperate climates.

Control of soldiers is much more difficult in the
jungle; commanders and soldiers alike struggle
with how easy it is to become disorientated.

“You could walk ten metres into the jungle, turmn
around, and you're lost,” said Pte Nick Thorogood.
“It is very hard going.”

“Jungle warfare is the most difficult kind of fight-
ing and if you can master this, you can master
anything,” said Pte Jamie Brown.

March of time

Eyes left: Coldstream
Guards exercise their
privilege to march
through the City of
London with “drums
beating, colours flying
and bayonets fixed”
on the 350th
anniversary of the
regiment’s
formation.The salute
was taken by the Lord
Mayor, Alderman
Clive Martin, and the
regiment’s Colonel,
Gen Sir Michael Rose.

Soldier has it taped

WITH the help of St Dunstan’s, an audio-tape ver-
sion of Soldier is now available for those with
reading difficulties.

Anyone knowing a potential recipient, and who
has not already made contact, is asked to tele-
phone the St Dunstan's PR Department on 020
7723 5021 or fax 020 7224 9616 or e-mail
ray.hazan @st-dunstans.co.uk

® London Pride, an NBC defence exer-
cise held on Salisbury Plain was the first time
British and American NBC troops had exer-
cised together in the United Kingdom. About
250 soldiers from the Royal Yeomanry
(Swindon and London squadrons), the Joint
NBC Regiment and the United States
Chemical Corps conducted a clean-up oper-

ation following a simulated chemical attack.

® Kenya was the setting for Exercise
Qakapple, the final opportunity for 29Fd Sqn
to deploy in its current role. On its return to
Germany the 140-year-old squadron re-roled
for the ninth time in its history as an armoured
engineer squadron. Construction tasks tack-

led in Kenya included work on schools, a
bridge and a weir.

@ A leaner 1 Army Air Corps has been on its
first exercise in Germany since re-structuring
and fighting only with Lynx helicopters follow-
ing the departure of the Gazelles. Exercise
Falcon Force involved US and Dutch forces. j
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Sweet sound

Good vibrations: Students from the Army School
of Bagpipe Music and Highland Drumming, Inch-
drewer House, completed their 27-week training
with a touch of class by passing off the square at
Redford Cavalry Barracks as a formed band. It
was the first class-three course to complete its
training at the new School of Excellence.

Lt Col Peter Hollins Para, commanding offi-
cer, 3rd Battalion Infantry Training Centre, Catt-
erick, to which the ASBM and HD is a formed
company, took the salute and presented certifi-
cates to the pipers and drummers.

Harmonious notes

Countme in: The Band of The Irish Guards made
an historic four-day visit to Dublin as part of its
centenary celebrations. It was the first time a
British Army Band has performed in the city since
1921. In a charity concert at the National Concert
Hall in Dublin, The Band of the Irish Guards
joined forces with the Irish No 1 Band, whose
conductor, Commandant Joe Ryan, said: “The
programme was a celebration of music which
reflected both our traditions and included music
from the greater musical heritage which we both
share.” Maj Andrew Chatburn,Irish Guards Direc-
tor of Music, said: It was a unique and historic
occasion which we have been looking forward to
for quite some time.”

@

Dealing with Drumcree

Report: Simon Mander
Pictures: Cpl Chris Redford

WHILE the peace process moves
steadily forward, the British Army once
again had to mount a major operation
in Northern Ireland at the start of the
Province’s marching season for the sixth
year in succession.

Troops temporarily returned to the
streets of Belfast for the first time in
nearly two years in response to loyalist
protests and street violence. ‘

At Drumcree, the annual Orange
parade passed off relatively peacefully
although crowds of protesters lit fires on
the other side of a crowd control obsta-
cle erected by the Royal Engineers
ahead of the march.

Throughout, the security forces’ tac-
tics were to pursue a graduated
response to any trouble — with the
RUC’s water cannon deployed in the
Province for the first time iry almost 30
years.

Generally the Army sought to main-
tain a low profile, but when violence
intensified, the response from military
units was swift and decisive.

This was evidenced on one occasion

when a group of protesters attempted to
obstacle on

go around the Army’s
Drumcree Bridge by
trying to pull down the
razor wire that had
been stretched across
the fields.

A short stand-off
ensued before police
and st Battalion The
Light Infantry units in
riot gear, assisted by
Ist  Battalion The
Scots Guards deployed
from helicopters, cleared the area.

But it was the short-term return to
the Province’s capital of soldiers from
the 1st Battalion The Royal Green Jack-
ets and units from 40 Commando Royal
Marines that caught the headlines
momentarily.

The last time the Army carried out
routine patrolling in the city was in Sep-

_#

Units deployed
during marching
season

Resident in Northern Ireland: 1 WFR,
1R Anglian, 1 RWF, 1 RGJ, 1 RGBW,

1 Kings, 3 Sqn RAF Regt, 25 Engr Regt,
6 RMP

Royal Irish Units: 3 R Irish, 4 R Irish,
5RIrish, 7 R Irish 8 R Irish, 9 R Irish

Roulement units: 1RRF, 40 Cdo RM, 1 LI

Northern Ireland Battalions: 39 Regt RA,
1 Hidrs

UK Land Command units: 1SG,
1AandSH,1QLR

Air units: Joint Helicopter Forces
Northern Ireland

Ready: 1 RGBW soldiers deploy

tember 1998. This time the troops were
carrying out a public order support role
at the request of the Royal Ulster Con-
stabulary.

Back in Drumcree and the nearby
town of Portadown, five battalions were
deployed as tensions mounted after the
Parades’ Commission banned Protes-
tant Orangemen from parading down’
the mainly Catholic
Garvaghy Road.

At the bridge itself
the 1st Barttalion The
Royal Gloucestershire,
Berkshire and Wiltshire
Regiment were backed
up in the early part of
the disturbances by
companies from 1 LI
who deployed to near-
by fields.

In the Portadown area, the scene of
successive nights of burning barricades
and crowd trouble, the police called on
the 1st Battalion The Highlanders, the
I1st Battalion The Scots Guards and the
Ist Battalion The Kings Regiment for
assistance.

As civil disorder spread to London-
derry companies from the 1st Barttalion

® A Royal Military Police interpreter
working in Bosnia, Mr Sinia Pepic, has
been awarded a commendation. Last
December a Warrior armoured infantry
fighting vehicle from the 1st Battalion The
Royal Regiment of Wales, slid over the side
of a bridge in Mrkonjic Grad, killing two sol-
diers and injuring three others. The subse-
quent rescue operation took over two hours

and was almost single-handedly co-ordi-
nated by Mr Pepic, who received his award
from Lt Col Mike Griffiths, GOC Multi-
National Division (South West).

® Cyprus has been singed by the worst
fire since the Turkish invasion of 1974.
British bases reponded to calls for assis-
tance from the Republic by providing

& ¥

The Royal Anglian Regiment, the lst
Bartalion The Worcestershire and Sher-
wood Foresters and the 1st Battalion
The Royal Welch Fusiliers were also
deployed.

In the event the RUC were able to
cope with the vast majority of incidents
without significant military support,
and only a fraction of the manpower
and resources available to the GOC
Northern Ireland, Lt-Gen Sir Hew
Pike, needed to be deployed.

Behind the headlines, soundbites and
statistics there were a number of human
stories.

At the height of the disturbances at
Drumcree Bridge, one Highlander dis-
covered he had just become a dad. LCpl
Garry Gibb, from Dundee, was on duty

‘t\‘\ N \ |

All quiet: Pte Jonathon Pickering , 1LI, patrols the field opposite Drumcree Church

when the news came through that his
partner Kathleen had given birth to a
baby boy which the couple named Ryan.

Among the units, the Scots in partic-
ular, who are no strangers to the Porta-
down area having been a resident
barttalion at Ballykinler for two years,
were well received by some sections of
the community.

Scots Guardsman David McCon-
nachie, from Glasgow, said: Many local
people were very pleasant and had
come out of their houses with trays of
sandwiches and cups of tea. They
scemed to be quite happy we were
there.”

The Army sustained a total of 15
casualties in the Drumcree area over the
period — none of them serious.

f |

ground appliances from the Defence Fire
Services. RAF Akrotiri provided Wessex
helicopter support using rainmaker buck-
ets.The operation was co-ordinated by air
using a Gazelle helicopter from 16 Flight
Army Air Corps based at Dhekelia.

@ A statue is to be erected at the entrance
to the Infantry Training Centre, Dering

=

Lines, on the outskirts of Brecon, Wales.
The project, which has charitable status,
will be solely funded by voluntary contri-
butions. Cheques should be made pay-
able to Infantry NCOs Statue Appeal and
sent to Lt Col P Butler, Army Training
Estate Wales, Sennybridge, Brecon,
Powys, LD3 8PN. Full details for the pro-
ject on www.infantry-nco-statue.org
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Farewell: The Parachute Regiment took leave of
Aldershot following a service in the Royal Garri-
son Church and a march through the town which
had been its home since just after the Second
World War.

Hundreds lined the streets as 400 soldiers from
the regiment marched through the town. Gen Sir
Mike Jackson, Commander-in-Chief HQ Land
Command, and the Mayor of Rushmoor Coun Jim
White, took the salute. Also present were the Lord
Lieutenant for Hampshire, Mrs Mary Fagin, and
Gerald Howarth, MP.

The regiment will exercise its freedom of the
borough with the 1st Battalion, which recently
returned from Sierra Leone.

The regiment’s departure follows the Strategic
Defence Review, which resulted in the disband-
ment of 5 Airborne Brigade and 10 Para (V).

The 1st Battalion will move to Dover and will be
replaced in New Normandy Barracks by the 2nd
Battalion, The Princess of Wales's Royal Regi-
ment.

In April, 2 Para left for Colchester and was
replaced by 1st Battalion, The Welsh Guards.

Soldiers from 7 Para RHA will remain in Alder-
shot while 3 Para, presently based in Dover, will
transfer to Colchester.

Bucking the system

Lucky mascot: Bobby the Black Buck Indian Ante-
lope mascot of The Royal Regiment of Fusiliers
was lucky to escape injury while on his way to a
regimental engagement in the West Midlands.
After an accident on a slip road to the M6 Bobby
emerged at full speed from his trailer and set off to
London down the motorway, chased by his han-
dler Sgt Paul Martin.

Bobby bounced off a passing coach, at which
point handler Sgt Martin yelled “Bobby” and the
mascot stopped, turned around and trotted back.
Bobby, Sgt Martin, Land Rover and trailer were
recovered with no further incident, although they
never made the regimental engagement.

Radio makes waves

Tune in: Catterick Garrison has launched the
UK's first permanent radio station in Nepali.
Gurkhas in North Yorkshire now have their own
nightly shows on Forces Radio BFBS. There are
news amd music programmes featuring well-
known Nepali broadcaster Kishore Gurung — the
Chris Evans of Kathmandu.

Picture: Graeme Main




~ Saveupto £45 on RAC membership
" There’s never been a better time to join RAC

e Limited offer to Soldier readers * Roadside repairs completed in an average of

» Cover as a driver or passenger in any vehicle just under 24 minutes

e 4 out of 5 breakdowns repaired on the spot * RAC’s unique no call out discount available with
certain service levels

0800 716 976

For instant cover or further details. Please quote reference DTO069
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Tax at the standard rate on VAT exempt insurance and joining fee if applicable. All details correct at the time of publication. Full membership details in RAC Terms of Membership.
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KRH receive Guidon

THE Princess Roval, Colonel-in-Chief of
The King’s Royal Hussars, presented the
regiment with its new Guidon during a
parade at Tedworth Park, Tidworth.

The Guidon — The Light Cavalry equiva-
lent of an Infantry regiment’s Colour — is to
replace the two original Guidons of The
Royal Hussars (Prince of Wales’s Own) and
The 14th/20th King’s Hussars, which were
amalgamated in 1992 to form the King’s
Royal Hussars.

Each light cavalry regiment has a Guidon
of crimson silk damask, 2ft 8in deep and 3ft
5in to the points of the swallows’ tails and
embroided and fringed with gold.

KRH, one of the first units to move into
Kosovo last vear, arrived in Tidworth at the
beginning of the year and will be there unitl
2006.

The regiment, known as the Cherry Pick-
ers is unique for wearing crimson trousers
and the distinctive brown beret.

£ L]
A T | e PYIN. e r

On parade: The Princess Royal makes the
presentation at Tedworth Park, Tidworth

\leggie rations satisfy
appetite for change

SPECIAL 24-hour operational ration
packs have been introduced to cater for
vegetarians in the Armed Services,

The packs, which will be issued to troops
when they deploy on operations, join
Moslem, Hindu/Sikh and kosher ration
packs which have already been introduced.

The vegetarian range features three
menus including non-meat sausage and
beans for breakfast, spicy rigatomi and
* cheesy pasta and vegetables for the two
main course choices and a tinned spreads.

They have been developed in a partner-
ship with industry to meet the strict nutri-

tional standards laid down by the Services
and to have a shelf-life of up to three years.

As part of the Services’ commitment to
Equal Opportunities, the MOD intro-
duced a range of rations suitable for each
ethnic group.

Wing Commander John Morgan, of the
Defence Catering Group, said: “We
believe the introduction of such a ration
pack will be a valuable addition to the ser-
vice we provide.”

More than 1.6m operational ration
packs are produced every vear, 42,000 of
them vegetarian.

Northwood.

Home support: Some of the UK's leading businessmen
were presented with awards in recognition of their sup-
port for the Reserve Forces. Pictured left, the business-
men with TA soldiers they have helped, Alan Davis HR
director BTUK, Lt Ellie Hytch, QARANC, Anthony Caffyn,
Caffyn's PLC,
i and Mr Simon de Zoete, Credit Suisse - First Boston. The
presentations were made by Dr Lewis Moonie, Defence
Under-Secretary, at the Permanent Joint Headquarters,

Capt David Burke, QARANC, 256 Fd Hosp

Cash boost for
Armed Forces

FOR the first time in more than a decade
the defence budget will rise in real terms
from £23 billion this year to £25 billion by
2003-04.

Defence Secretary Geoff Hoon said:
“The growth in the defence budget is a
vote of confidence by the Government in
the quality and effectiveness of the Armed
Forces.

“It is recognition of the important and
magnificent work done by the Armed
Forces since this government came to
power: in Kosovo, in Sierra Leone, in the
Gulf, East Timor and elsewhere, helping
people who cannot help themselves.”

Enlisted at home

Go on my son: Fus Nicholas Preston is given
the once over by his Yeoman Warden father
Alan following his enlistment intc The Royal
Regiment of Fusiliers at the Tower of London.
Quite convenient really, as they both live within
the Tower precincts. Alan completed 22 years
as WO1 (ASM) in the REME before taking up
his warden duties.

® A Challenger Il main battle tank crossed
the River Tamar into Cornwall for the first
time to form the centrepiece of the Schools
Challenge Trophy at HMS Raleigh, Tor-
point. More than 600 pupils from across
Devon and Cornwall took part in the two-day
| team work competition.

® The Light Infantry underpinned its illustri-
| ous 218-year association with Somerset with
'Lone of the biggest events of its kind in the

county this year. Regulars of the 2nd Battal-
ion and Territorials from B Company The
Rifle Volunteers deployed tactically at Mer-
ryfield Airfield, liton. A direct descendant of
the old Somerset and then the Somerset and
Cornwall Light Infantry, the regiment contin-
ues to recruit about 15 per cent of its soldiers
from the county.

® Army dogs at 1 Defence Animal Support
Unit in Germany have been settling into their

new homes. Brig Jeff Cook, commander 20
Armd Bde, opened 35 new kennels during a
visit to the unit at Sennelager. 1 DASU is
responsible for the supply, maintenance and
licensing of dogs for British Forces Germany
and the training of handlers and the inspec-
tion of dog units. Dogs from DASU serve on
operational deployments in Kosovo, Bosnia
and further afield, sniffing out. weapons
caches, hunting criminals and carrying out
VIP protection.
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HNICK Whamigy

Test pilot: Capt Nick Wharmby, AAC, stands in front of an Army Apache AH Mk1 helicopter
which is undergoing comprehensive trials at the Defence Evaluation and Research Agency
site at Boscombe Down. This trials Apache is equipped with an instrumentation package that
records a vast amount of data associated with the aircraft and weapon systems performance
which is then relayed in real time back to scientists on the ground to assess its performance.

Army pilots are
British champs

TWO non-commissioned
Army pilots from 671
Squadron of the School of
Aviation at Middle Wallop
won the British helicopter
championships, beating off
fierce competition from the
other Services and crack
civilian helicopter teams.

The championships, held
in Northamptonshire, con-
sisted of precision flying
tasks, complex navigation
events and a slalom test
whereby helicopters had to
fly through an obstacle
course carrying an underslung bucket of
water.

The Army team of WO2 Nigel Thom-
son and SSgt Tim Trott flew an Army

High fliers: WO2 Nigel Thompson, left and SSgt Tim Trott

more modern aircraft including Jet
Rangers, Hughes 500s and the Euro-
copter Squirrel.

Gazelle against teams flying a range of

New Colours
for R Irish

First parade: The Duke of York, Colonel-
in-Chief of the Royal Irish Regiment,
presented new Colours to two battal-
ions. They were the first to be awarded
to home service battalions of the regi-
ment since it was formed in 1992 and
replaced those awarded when the bat-
talions served as part of the former
Ulster Defence Regiment.

The 3rd (County Down and County
Armagh) Battalion received its Colours
at a ceremony at the Regimental Depot,
Ballymena and the 4th (County Fer-
managh and County Tyrone) Battalion
at the battalion headquarters at St Lucia
Barracks, Omagh.

Both sets of Colours will be conse-
crated before being presented at full
ceremonial parades.

On parade: The first outing for new Colours

Southampton patrol

Hidden assets:
Southampton
University OTC
took part in the
Lombardia 2000
military skills
competition in
northern Italy,
competing against
Regular and Reserve teams. A patrol
team led by OCdt Mike Brennan, pic-
tured centre, came fifth in a field of 70.

IN BRIEF

® The Royal Green Jackets
exercised the Freedom of Milton
Keynes — the first time all parts of
the full regimental family were
represented and honoured by a
city. The Representative Colonel
Commandant, The Royal Green
Jackets, Maj Gen Andrew
| Pringle, pictured, noted in his
Lspeech that Green Jackets

aged between 13 and 86 were on
parade.

® Maj Gen Brian Plummer, Direc-
tor General Training Support Com-
mand (Land), opened the new library
and information complex at Warmin-
ster Training Centre. The library
holds 2,500 works covering major
conflicts, armed forces, regimental

histories and military technology. The main
focus will move towards the impact of new
technology on the battlefield of the future.

@ Physical rehabilitation and remedial fit-
ness fraining were given a boost at ATR Gen-
corse when Brig lan McGill opened a £1.8m
facility which included extensive cardio-vascu-
lar machines, a weight room, sports hall and
climbing wall.

SOLDIER August 2000




Bomb disposal

Disposing of explosive devices requires
soldiers with nerve, technical know-how
and the ability to think fast. Only those
of the very highest calibre need apply

Report: Ray Routledge
Pictures: Graeme Main

IT could be an item on the Six O’Clock
News.

“Police and Army bomb disposal
experts have sealed off part of Gatwick
Airport after a terrorist bomb was discov-
ered. Over now to our reporter at the
SCene ..

“Garwick Airport is closed this evening
while Army ordnance disposal experts deal
with a bomb . . .

“The device was believed to be bound
for Flight 123 1o New

York, which was sched- ‘ Experts from I 'l EOD which takes place
Regiment RLC are
rendering the device
safe as | speak?

uled to carry a number
of prominent passen-
gers on their way to the
United Nations.

“A suspected rerror-
ist was caught by police
when he attempred to run away after being
hit by a taxi as he was about to enter the ter-
minal building. He was in possession of a
radio casserte recorder which had modified
leads and an LED display.

“Police called in experts from 11 Explosive
Ordnance Disposal Regiment of the Royal
Logistic Corps, who are rendering the device
safe as I speak.”

It sounds all too real, but this time it’s

/

Police brief: WO2 Dave Lord gathers vital
information about an incident from PC
Steve Dickson of West Yorkshire Police

an exercise used by 11 EOD Regi-
ment when Army operators, who
have to be licensed, take their six-
monthly re-test in the safe dispos-
al of improvised explosive devices.

The regiment deploys 38 EOD
teams throughout Britain and
Germany, dealing with explosive
devices from both terrorist and
conventional sources.

The work is demanding and the
twice-yearly licensing ensures the
soldiers maintain their high level
of technical expertise.

Saton Force,

at Catterick, is
one of eight joint
military and police
exercises held each
year. Typically, 25
improvised explo-
sive device disposal (IEDD) oper-
ators will be licensed in a week
while more than 100 police offi-
cers will receive valuable training
in a number of disciplines.

“The police were originally
asked to join in to make our train-
ing more realistic,” explained Maj
Alistair McArthur, officer com-
manding 521 Squadron, which
covers the north of England,
North Wales and Scotland. “But
as the police became more respon-
sible for anti-terrorist duties, the
exercises became a vital part of
their training too.”

There are four elements to the
exercise — licensing IEDD opera-
tors, training police officers in
bomb-call response and search
techniques, post-bomb scene
management techniques includ-
ing capturing evidence after an
explosion has occurred, and the
use of specially trained dogs.

Army operators carry out four licence-
assessment tasks each day, each one last-
ing two-and-half-hours. On being sum-
moned by the police to an incident the
IEDD team will question the police and
witnesses before carrying out a threat
assessment and devising and undertaking

a make-safe procedure. Meanwhile the
operators are examined by members of
the directing staff, themselves highly-
qualified and experienced IED experts.
They decide if the operator is safe and
competent to do the job and although 85
per cent pass on re-licensing, it’s not with-
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out a lot of hard work. Sgt Alex Johnson,
who passed the assessment before we
arrived, described the process as nerve-
racking,

“I don’t think anyone actually enjoys
the experience,” he said. “It is a test of our
skills, and if you fail to qualify, then your
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Remote check: LCpl Gary Hale,

above, examines images of an IED,
part of the process of making it safe

Inside story: Capt Jim Smith, left,
prepares to X-ray a suspect device

colleagues have to take on your
duties until you can take and pass
a re-examination. That puts even
more pressure on during the
licensing tests.”

While terrorist IEDs have a high
profile with the media, the bread-
and-butter work of “bomb dispos-
al” is in regular explosive ord-
nance. The regiment deals with
3,000 such calls a year — 30 per
cent of its work,

Calls can involve anything from
First and Second World War mun-
itions unearthed on building sites
to souvenirs grandad brought
home from the Front.

Capt Roz Thom, who deals with
such devices on a daily basis, said

people find them all over the
place.
“War souvenirs are quite

common, particularly the Mills
grenade. And the Home Guard
very often hid large amounts of
ammunition which turns up from
time to time.

“When we are called our first
task is to identify the device and
then undertake one of four
actions. We take it back to base
and destroy it at a later date if it is
safe to move, or move it to a safe
location nearby and destroy it there. We
can destroy in situ if we are not happy to
move it, or we can pass it to another
agency. Chemical shells, for example,
would be passed to Porton Down.”

So if you find a bomb in the back
garden — who ya gonna call?

Plenty more

behind the
high profile

WHILE the high-profile element of 11 EQOD
Regiment's work involves unexploded ord-
nance and improvised explosive devices,
there is more.

Working within Land Command, the reg-
iment deploys soldiers and EOD teams on
operations to look after units’ ammunition
and provide force protection.

Lt Col Steve Cooper, commanding offi-
cer, outlined this wider role. “The principal
tasks on current operations are to ensure
the explosive safety and serviceability of
the ammunition, to provide expert advice
on the disposal of land service ammunition
and the delivery of heavy IEDD teams
which can deploy remotely controlled
‘wheelbarrows' to deal with possible
devices,” he said. “It is a big
role and a growing area of
responsibility for the regi-
ment.”

Technical support for the
storage and movement of
ammunition and explosives
is also provided, as well as
an inspectorate function
which checks safe storage
of ammunition.

The regiment also looks
at weapons and ammunition
handed in during amnesty
programmes being run in the Balkans to
ensure that what has been recoveredis in a
safe condition; a lot of it is not.

As well as operational commitments in
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, the reg-
iment has troops in Bosnia, Kosovo, Alba-
nia and Sierra Leone.

And when not on EOD operations at
home, the regiment provides an inspec-
torate function to ensure the safety and ser-
viceability of front-line ammunition.

Stressing the importance of the inspec-
torate work, Lt Col Cooper said: “We carry
out about 1,000 inspections a year, not only
on Regular Army units, but also on TA and
cadet units.

“We also investigate 500 ammunition
performance failures, accidents and de-
fects to find the cause of the incident and
to help prevent its reoccurrence.”

In addition to its operational commitment
and inspectorate function, the regiment
provides technical support to ranges and
field-training exercises at home and
abroad, monitoring all missile firings, inves-
tigating ammunition incidents and providing
EOD support to the exercising unit.

The regiment is supported by specialist
Royal Signals operators spread among the
five EOD squadrons in Britain and Ger-
many.

Lt Col Cooper is proud of his soldiers.

“We may be a small regiment, normally
only 380 personnel, but in many technical
areas we are world leaders and, in our ﬁeld.’g

B N N X

Lt Col Steve
Cooper

we reckon we are the best.”
AT Y TN TS
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Feature
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Busy ‘rapid-reaction’
regiment is often in
first with vital work
on the ground

Pictures: Steve Dock

IT'S what the sappers do on the
ground that keeps the Royal Air Force
flying in the air.

At short notice, elements of 39 Engi-
neer Regiment are ready to move
worldwide to support the RAF.

The regiment, based at Waterbeach,
Cambridgeshire, has a unique role and
comes under the direct control of HQ
Land and Strike Command.

Over the past two years the regiment
has played a vital part in RAF operations
in Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Turkey, Italy,
Corsica and Kosovo.

Maj Jim Greaves, 2iC, said: “Last year

we had more than 60 per cent of the regi-
ment deployed, with only 40 per cent in
barracks.”

The regiment, which usually enters
theatre before the RAF goes in, repairs

i
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Chipping away: SSgt John Barraclough at work

runways and operating surfaces, radar,
air traffic control units, amenities and
accommodation.

“Last year we supported the Balkans
campaign at six hours’ notice and we were
involved fully with getting Pristina back
on line as an airfield,” said Maj Greaves.

Numbers deployed vary according to
the job. Each squadron within the regi-
ment carries out the role of the Lead Air
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Support Squadron (LASS) in turns. Typ-
ically it might deploy on short tasks for up
to five weeks with about five weeks back in
the UK before deployving again. The
Corps of Royal Engineers has 39 trades
and nearly all of them are represented in
the regiment.

SSgt John Barraclough, 48 Fd Sqn,
said: “This unit offers more hands-on
opportunities for tradesmen to carry out
their work than any other engineer unit. It
is what everyone joined up for.”

Soldier caught up with 48 Fd Sqgn in
Ali al-Salem, Kuwait, where airbase
facilities were being upgraded and
improved.

SSgt Will MacGill, Clerk of Works
on the Kuwait project, explained:
“Once the LLASS arrives on the base
the project liaison officer is responsi-
ble for the supervision of work."He
decides on the materials needed and they
are bought locally.”

Even on the non-operational regimen-
tal training cycle, squadrons travel exten-
sively. Sappers from 53 Fd Sgn have just
returned from British Army Training
Support Unit Belize, where they were
involved with building an aircraft hangar
and barracks as well as redecorating a
school in Belize City.

Light touch: Electrician Spr Robert
Hebb, above, installs strip lighting at
Ali al-Salem airforce base in Kuwait

On the level: Spr Kain Ramsey, left,
makes sure his handiwork on the
airport project is a cut above

Heavy work: Sgt Michael Bates
joins Spr Jamie Woodfine and SSgt
Barraclough, right, digging founda-
tions for office accommodation
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when you
can’'t be seen

be heard

one month'’s free free connection
subscription saving you £35
inc. VAT

more inclusive talk

: available to military
time and even

personnel, their i
choose from 3 free  'OWercallcharges oy Orange and friends and families  keep in touch §
phones - including keep your existing around the world i

the Nokia 3210e mobile number , 4

we're taking orders now i

0800 168 168

Please call between 8am-10pm weekdays and 9am-5.30pm weekends, quoting SOL08/00.

Connection is subject to status and a minimum twelve month contract. Free connection offer available on selected Talk Plans and Everyday
50 until 30 September 2000. This offer excludes upgrades and monthly charges start from £15.50 on Everyday 50. All prices include VAT.
All phones are subject to availability. One month’s free subscription available on Everyday 50, Talk 60, 150, 500. This offer closes 31 December 2000.
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the QM will not see thisas a

=k rtain >
o Etr::t.:.\s!i cr:r‘:anagemen't coping strategy

“And this is the Regimental Stress
Manager’'s morning clinic!”

“The CSM's a jolly good counsellor isn't he? ... It only took a minute
to persuade the lads not to worry so much about the enemy!”




You're highly-trained
and well-equipped.

But it might not be

‘ you that gets hit.
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As a soldier, you accept the risks involved and you're
prepared for the worst.

What you might not expect is that it could be a member of your
family who falls ill or has a serious accident. Should they require long-
term care and support, who would you turn to?

The ABF exists to provide help for soldiers, ex-soldiers and their

MILITABY A"B families when they are in real need.
TAX-FREE SALES Of course, the chances are it won't happen to you. But

somewhere there's a soldier reading this who will need help and that’s

where everyone’s donation comes in.
% rk I a n e Please, donate now, if you turn the page you might forget.

77 Park Lane, Mayfair, London W1Y 3TD.
Tel: (0207) 514 0400 Fax: (0207) 629 9005
E-mail: park.lane @virgin.net

Military Sales Specialists: BENEVOLENT
Northern England, Scotland & Northern Ireland FUND
Wallace Martin - Tel: 07971 480076 @ | [~ -"- ---om--rmmmoommosmmmssmmsommssmmssmmmmsmmmmmmmmmm e

e the following amount to the ABF £

Central & Southern England & Wales
Paul Bawden - Tel: 07977 585677

e/PO made payable to Army Benevolent Fund [

OR please debit my [ Visa [J MasterCard [1 CAF Card

[ Finance Info O mG ] Range Rover AJC No ceeil e ool oo - Expiry Date .
[ Tax Paid [] Rover 25 [] Discovery
[J UK Use [C] Rover 45 [] Freelander Name i
(your name as it appears on the card)
[] Export [] Rover 75 [] Defender ¢
Address

To: Park Lane Military Sales, Mayfair, 77 Park Lane, Freepost 16 Lon 14112 W1E 3AN

Postcode

Title/Rank .......ccccvvvvvvecnen. INIMIAIS ... SUMAME i
Address Signature Date oz T
{This donation is invalid it this form is not signed)
, ) P o Please send to: Army Benevolent Fund, 41 Queen’s Gate, London SW7 5HR.
TO‘NFE"COUMW s POSICOOE making or changing a will, Gift Aid donations. payroll giving and
Tel NO. oot WOTK NO
Model Required ...............cccoveneeee.. Part Exchange "
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It's a hush-hush sort
of place. But we were
allowed a peek into
PJHQ Northwood's
best-known ‘secret’

Report: Ray Routledge
Pictures: Graeme Main

NORTHWOOD seems about as subur-
ban as you can get in greater London.
Then you come across the high fence sur-
rounding one of the Services’ best-known
“secret” establishments — the Permanent
Joint Headquarters.

And behind the barbed-wire, deep
underground, is PTHQ’s Control Room -
known by one and all as the
Bunker.

Since it was set up in 1996,
PJHQ has earned a first-class
reputation, having béen the

Nerve centre: Operations in Bosnia, Kosovo and the Middle East are controlled from here.
Inset — Maj Mark Thomas RE, part of the integrated joint-service staff, monitors events

closed doors, teams were dealing with
Kosovo, Bosnia, Sierra Leone and the
Middle East.

Staffed 24 hours a day, each joint-ser-
vice desk is overseen by an officer at major
rank or equivalent in direct contact with a
theatre of operations.

Direct communications are constantly
maintained with the MoD, Land and
Strike commands, and Nato. The Fleet
headquarters is on site at Northwood.

Video conferencing facilities link PTHQ
with command sites and operational
headquarters. Officers frequently visit the
theatre they control.

PJHQ’s Chief of Joint Operations, Vice
Admiral Sir Ian Garnett, described the
fyndamental role of PTHQ as “directing,

deploying, sustaining and recovering UK
forces”.

Surprisingly, it has nothing to do with
UK defence. Nor does it deal with actions
involving Nato’s Article V. - in other
words, general war — where operational
command of UK forces would be handed
over to Nato. Nor indeed is PJTHQ respon-
sible for the strategic nuclear deterrent.

What PJHQ does do is command oper-
ations and perform the co-ordinated sup-
port function in any other Nato operation
in which Land, Fleet and Strike com-
mands provide the military capability. It
leads the UK’s contribution to interna-
tional coalition operations.

“The Ministry of Defence’s job 1is
policy and to provide ministerial strategic

advice, not to run opera-
tions,” said Admiral Garnett,

Building a seamless force . a e

operation and hands them

national focal point for more
than 40 operations.

The staff of up to 400 are
divided into joint-service
teams controlling theatres at
operational level. It is a classic
example of separate services
working together with a
common aim.

When Soldier was invited
along last month to take a
peek behind the normally
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AS the person responsible for co-
ordinating the development of the
JRRF, Maj Gen Cedric Delves
places a high priority on team-
building and breaking down inter-
Service barriers in PJHQ.

“This requires a trust, respect
and even an affection with one
another, and it is not easy to devel-
op,” said Maj Gen Delves, Chief of
Joint Force Operational Readi-
ness.

“We recognise that people’s

immediate loyalties are to the
people closest to them. People in
small groups relate best to one
another and the bigger the thing
gets, the less personal it becomes.

“It could be said that the current
state of joint fighting is a form of
synchronising the activity in sepa-
rate areas. We want to go further in
working in an absolutely integrated
fashion. We want to create a force
with a desire and an ability to fight
asone.”

back when the job is done. He
also has 55 people at Joint
Force Headquarters, as well
as operational command of
the British Forces in Gibral-
tar, Cyprus and the Falklands.

PJHQ is the focal point of
the Joint Rapid Reaction
Force (JRRF), the means by
which the UK deploys forces
on various missions at short
notice.



Feature

SALISBURY Plain Training Area rocked
to the sound of heavy artillery during
Exercise Iron Typhoon — 3 (UK) Divi-
sion’s chance to get in some major live-
firing practice.

The Offensive Support Group is an
integral part of the division and provides
not only the firepower but also the means
to pick up, observe and engage the enemy
at a distance.

This was a chance to practise offensive
support at brigade as well as divisional
level.

An international flavour to the pro-
ceedings was added by the participation

This year's Divisional Artillery Group Exercise,
Iron Typhoon, had an international flavour

of United States and Italian Army
artillery units.

The exercise involved 40 Regt RA as
the major Divisional Artillery Group unit
together with elements from 5 Regt RA, 7
Para RHA, 29 Cdo Regt RA, 32 Regt RA,
47 Regt RA, 3 (UK) Div and Sig Regt.

More than 1,500 personnel took part in
the 12-day exercise along with 500 vehi-
cles and hardware including AS90 guns,
Multiple Launch Rocket Systems and
high-velocity missiles.

By the time the dust had settled gun-
ners had fired 5,000 rounds of artillery
and 2,000 mortar rounds.

Heads up: A crew from 18 Bty 32 Regt RA, above,
drive off after firing missiles from a MLRS launcher
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Out of sight: Bdr Darren Such, below, uses the Sy *
Commander’s Alerting Sight on the turret of his HYM g : §

-

Supporting role: Driver Pte Darren Hill
checks the side mirror of his DROPS.
vehicle while Pte Richard Bradley
provides top cover during Iron Typhoon
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Pictures: Steve Dock

Surveying the scene: SSgt Chris Tinsley operating
Phoenix — the all-weather day or night real-time
surveillance system — from a ground-control station

Over here: US Army battery from 82 Airborne
Division, below, fire a 105mm light gun on the Plain

Big gun: An AS90, with a range of 24.7km, fires off a round on the training area
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Soldiers used to dread a posting to the North
Yorkshire garrison. If they could see it now
they might welcome a chance to serve there

Report: Ray Routledge
Pictures: Graeme Main
and Chris Barker

GENERATIONS of British soldiers have
squirmed to be told: “You’re off to Catter-
ick, sunshine.” For many it meant a cold,
remote, dull and inconvenient posting.
But not any more. Cartterick Garrison is
now on the map for all the right reasons:
welcoming, secure, a centre of excellence
and a great place for sport and leisure.
To coin a naval analogy, it is in the van-

guard of the “aircraft carrier” way of

doing business, with troops flving off on
operational tours while the garrison
maintains a stable infrastructure, welfare
and support services for the families left
behind.

So what’s happened to transform the
dreary old North Yorkshire base into an
enviable home-from-home?

Garrison commander Col Nick Gaskell,
late LI, told Soldier the Catterick renais-
sance began about five years ago.

“There had been a lack of funding for

development in the garrison because of

uncertainties about change within the
Army,” he said. “Although the garrison
had existed in one form or another since
1914, there had been little inspiration
from the Army or the local authority to
develop the kind of facilities that people
take for granted in any other town.”

AT CATTERICK,

5

Hi-tech studies: Cpl Mick Thompson RLC and LCpl Pam
Johnstone prepare to continue their education

All that has changed.

Five years ago a plan was drawn up by
the then garrison commander proposing
major developments to provide facilities
for the garrison population and create a
better quality of life for the military and
their dependants.

The spin-off was that the local commu-
nity would also benefit. With agreement
from Richmondshire District Council,
work started to develop a proper town
centre for Catterick Garrison. Phase one
finished in March.

“We are the largest employer in the dis-
trict with 2,500 civilians, including many
dependants,” said Col Gaskell.

“For major shopping trips, our families
travel to Darlington, York, Leeds, Thirsk
or Northallerton. Given that in three
years we will have a garrison population of
18,000, clearly we need to develop facili-
ties that brings that spending power closer
to home.”

Development plans involved creating
virtually a new town, which meant
attracting big name retailer into the high
street. It came in the form of Tesco, which
opened a purpose-built store this spring.

It followed hard on the heels of a Mac-
Donalds while construction of a shop for
Boots the Chemist i1s well under way.

While the first phase went a long way to
convincing people there was a military

Considered to be the most

Gaskell.

PERHAPS the most far-reaching
enhancement so far to the-"new"

Catterick has been the building of
Darlington College of Technology.

advanced computer-based leaming
centre in the United Kingdom, it
opened for business last September.
“Darlington College has enjoyed a
strong working reldtionship with the
MoD for ten years,” said Col Nick

The relationship proved so suc-
cessful that the college invested £3
million in a high-quality building with
160 computer terminals. It now
offers more than 80 courses, with
about one third of its students being
military personnel, one third depen-

future for Catterick, phase two is already
embedded in Richmondshire District’s
planning.

“Qur vision is that by 2016, and in line
with the local plan, we create within Catt-
erick Garrison a true town that has quali-
ty retail, sports and leisure facilities and

dants and one third from the com-
munity.

There's even a day-care centre so
students with young children can be
accommodated.

Soldiers may enroll on courses
not provided by the MoD, although
the Army will help to fund a soldier's
education. And they shouldnt have
to disrupt their learning when they
deploy operationally.

In this brave new world, the hope
is that soon a soldier will be able to
pack into his bergen a laptop com-
puter and video facility. With a
mobile phone to get him “on line”
from, say Kosovo, he (or she) can
have a one-to-one with the tutor
back in Catterick.
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Andy Hall, both AGC from HQ 19 Mech Bde
meets the same requirements for its pop-
ulation as any other town of the same size
does around the country,” Col Gaskell
enthused.

His stirring words are already being
matched by deeds. A number of Army-
funded millennium projects within the
garrison are in place, including 12km of
cycle track linking all married estate
areas and the town centre. Eventually it
will link into the national cycle net-
work.

and an indoor riding school will be con-
structed in the autumn. The garrison ath-
letics stadium is being upgraded and a
new pavilion is going up to help develop
Catterick as an Army centre for sporting
excellence in the North.

An arboretum and woodland project
has been completed using stones from
around Jervaulx Abbey, donated by the
district council, rounded off with a picnic
area.

A state-of-the-art CCTV system with
38 infra-red cameras has been installed to
cover all public areas in the garrison and
town centre, making it one of the safest
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St Aiden’s Methodist Church hall is  Ratjop, il
being rebuilt as a millennium project  finds gy, a9gon;
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©rmar,
the country. It is man- ket

ned 24 hours a day and housed in the only
police station in Britain to be operated by
the RMP and the civilian police.

The system has already reduced crime
and successfully gathered evidence for
prosecutions.

With the support of the district council,
options are being explored for a sports
and leisure facility, including a swimming
pool, halls for tennis and squash, and an
aerobics fitness centre. These would all be
“outside the wire” and available to the

Watching brief: RMPs LCpl Steve Wood-
ley and Cpl Jenny France keep their

eyes peeled in the CCTV control room

local community. Catterick already boasts
its own regional quality athletics stadium,
complete with a tartan synthetic track and
a good viewing stand, and there are plans
in hand to improve changing room facili-
ties which will add to the existing attrac-
tions of a high-class cricket square and
18-hole golf course.

An outstanding, Football Association-
recognised mini-soccer organisation is in
place and the soccer authorities have
agreed to match additional funding to
turn it into a county centre of excellence.
News of that is already attracting the
interest of local professional clubs such as
Leeds United, Middlesbrough and
Sheffield United.

Col Gaskell said the National Army
Museum was considering an option of
taking its 20th and 21st century vehicle
collection to Marne Barracks in Catter-
ick.

“The museum is looking to develop its
North of England site here.

“I am confident that in ten years time
you will see a completely transformed
town centre. We are trying to develop Cat-
terick Garrison so that it is an exciting
place to live and work,” said Col Gaskell,

®



Bosnia briefing I
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For soldiers serving in Bosnia, the opportunity
to take four days' adventurous training on the
island of Brac comes as a welcome change

Report: Ray Routledge
Pictures: Graeme Main

“IT’S the best aid to retention in the
British Army.” That was the verdict of one
soldier serving in Bosnia after four days of
adventurous training on the idyllic holi-
day island of Brac.

A one-hour ferry trip from Split, Brac is
a jewel set in the glimmering, crystal clear
waters of the Adriatic. And it 1s home to
the Army’s much-used and much-
admired adventurous training facilities.

By midsummer, more than 1,300
British soldiers of all ranks and from all
over Bosnia had taken part on 33 cour-
ses held at the centre in the village of
Povlja.

Their seafront billet was the Hotel
Geleb (Seagull), right on the seashore,
whose basic accommodation, compared
with conditions up country, is a haven and
includes the Holy Grail — en-suite toilet
facilities.

From this base they can enjoy a variety
of recreations and for a while forget
patrols, stags or duties

at the Banja Luka Metal § Soldiers g0 back
refreshed and with
a better outlook

Factory and the Mrkon-
jic Grad Bus Depot. All
their activities are under
the watchful eyes of
qualified instructors, who ensure that
training and safety are of the highest
quality.

The soldiers have to work hard to play
hard. Rock-climbing, scuba-diving, wind-
surfing, kayaking and snorkelling are all
on offer.

If all this sounds a bit like a holiday,
think again. There is not too much sitting
around, although allowing time to
unwind from regular duties is important.
The adventurous training ensures practi-
cal skills and fitness are maintained, and
encourages team working. But, above all
else, it’s fun.

The centre, opened in 1996, is available
all vear round, with similar activities in
the winter as in the summer — even if in

February and March the weather can be
grim.

It can accommodate up to 60 students
on each four-day course. Some staff are
attached for six-month tours, others for
two weeks.

“The numbers are slightly less during
the middle of a tour because of the bat-
tlegroup’s R&R, so we get aroupd 40 per
intake at that time,” said Chief Instructor
WO1 Helen Sleightholme.

“They do not gain any qualifications
from the courses - it is just a taster really
and a respite from the front line,” she
said.

“The soldiers go back refreshed and
with a better outlook. Before the centre
opened, all they had to look forward to
were two weeks R&R in mid-tour.”

Safety is, not surprisingly, given the
highest priority — in the rock-climbing

Going up: LCpl Russell Spencer 1 KORBR
begins to wish he'd taken a lift

area, for example, most students are
novices. They learn basic skills, including
tying-off and belaying.

Brac rock-climbing introduces the stu-
dents to the potential thrill of the sport at
a basic level in the hope
that some may get the
bug and wish to go
on. But whatever hap-
pens, it improves team-
work skills because the
climber has to rely totally on his belayer in
case of a problem. There has to be confi-
dence between the two people involved.

Windsurfing training takes place on
land, using a movable sailboard, before
the students are allowed onto the water.
Each soldier receives individual instruc-
tion on how to climb on the board, and
learns basic control — enough for a novice
to make a first successful attempt at the
sport.

For many, the Brac highlight is scuba-

diving — and for many it is also a novelty.
Once again safety is to the fore as the
students receive instruction about equip-

siasm for the sport after 40 minutes’
ment and emergency procedures before diving.

“It was my first time and it was fantas-
tic,” said Cpl Carl Martin, C Sgn 2 RTR.

being allowed anywhere near the water.
One student typified the general enthu-
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Balancing act:
Running the canoes
James Bond style,
above, to test the
stability of the 23
Pioneer “raft”

Full sail: Instructor
Sgt James Thomas
1 KORBR, left,
prepares to show
his students how to
sail in the calm
waters off Brac

“At times you feel a bit of panic with
breathing so you have to concentrate. But
it was magnificent.

“The other activities have been good,
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too, and I am looking forward to sailing.”

Pte Samantha Weedon, a TA soldier
from 256 Fd Hospiral in London serving
with 1 KORBR in Mrkonjic Grad, was
equally as positive.

“I wasn’t expecting the chance to take
part in something like this before I came
on tour,” she said. “It has been absolutely
brilliant. The facilities are great and it is
nice to get out of the confines of the
camp.”

Adventurous training in Brac is without
doubt a great success with the students.
The four-day break from routine brings
soldiers together, forging both comrade-
ship and trust.

Maybe, as the soldier said, it is the best
aid to retention after all.

“If exercise keeps you fit, he's got the
fittest tongue in the British Army.”

“If it's a man’s life in the Army, Lumsden,
what are you doing here?”

—_—

e —— —

“He’s married to the Army? Couldn’t
the Army get a divorce?”
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Kitstop

Naafi's rapid-reaction
unit comes up with
the build-it-yourself
boozer — or canteen

Reports: Ray Routledge

SO you’re miles from anywhere with all
your mates and time on your hands.
You’ve forgotten your soap but there’s no
shop, you'd kill for a burger instead of the
packed lunch and a pint would be great.

Well, the Naafi may have just the solu-
tion to your problems. The organisation is
developing a cunning plan to deliver the
goods any time, any place, anywhere.

And if that sounds like an advertise-
ment for Martini, well that’s OK, because
those facilities will include a pub.

Just like the local: Well, almost. If Naafi gets the go-ahead from the MoD it will be able to
rush flat-pack “pubs” like the one in this artist's impression to soldiers all over the world

In a project called
Rapid Deployment
Solutions, Naafi says
it will be able to pro-
vide soldiers with a
shop, canteen or bar
at very short notice
and anywhere in the
world.

A 20ft by 8ft con-
tainer will house all
the fixtures and fir-
tings of a shop, pub
.Or canteen in some-

-

-

wb“;ﬁ
oo

thing like flatpack form. Naafi says the
containers’ contents can be bolted
together and ready for use in ten
s. = hours. Pre-decorated wall panels
will give the feeling of being
inside High Street premises.
Stocking a wide selection of bottled
beer, the pub will accommodate 20 sol-
diers at a time who will have a pool
table, dartboard, games machines, TV
and a sound system for entertainment.
The canteen will provide favourite
scoff including burgers, hot dogs,
burritos and baguettes as well as hot

and cold drinks, while the shop will sell
items ranging from snacks to electrical
goods.

The idea is that Naafi would fund the
kitting-out of the facilities, with the Min-
istry of Defence footing the bill for the
actual structures.

While the go-ahead from the MoD,
who are awaiting a formal proposal, has
not yet been given, the signs are encour-
aging. And if the system gets the green
light, Naafi reckon it could be operational
in 12 months.

Cheers.

And now, over to the Met Office. ..

WATCHING the weather
forecast after the six o’clock
news often makes you wonder
if there is any science involved.
Are forecasts based on old
wives’ tales, or just blind
chance? Somehow it never
seems quite right.

But accurate military weath-
er forecasting is vital and the
Met Office predicts that new
technology is about to improve
the quality of information
when preparing to fire live
ammunition. That in turn
should improve accuracy of
fire.

Three years’ development
have produced the Computer
Met System (CMETS), set to
become an integral part of Fire
Conrtrol BISA, the Battlefield
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Information System Applica-
tion, which is itself being dev-
eloped to provide a digitized
system for artillery targeting.

CMETS uses a small-scale
battlefield model measuring
200 sq km and applies meteo-
rological data from a Met
Office weather model. It takes
into account local features
such as hills and valleys to pro-
duce high-resolution weather
information that can be plot-
ted to the nearest five kilome-
tres so enabling gun targets to
be adjusted.

Other applications are be-
ing investigated and CMETS
could be used to provide fore-
casts for unmanned air vehi-
cles, parachute drops and the
dispersion of NBC agents.

IN AN age where the nuisance and the local terrain. Armed.
from noise is becoming an with this information, military
increasingly important exercises can be planned to

subject, the Army - minimise the noise
e Al qUICTEE
potentially avoid on th e explosions. The
:he problem on device takel: Ilnto
iring ranges. . account certain
The key is an n U ISE] n Ce conditions,
acoustic prediction including wind
o aerserety STORE S
e Me ce an rection, that can
Cambridge University. affect the distance ;nd
Recalling the French artist  direction in which noise
famous for his tranquil travels.
scenes, MONET (Met Office Met Office scientists say it
Noise Evaluation Tool) is may be possible to use the
under evaluation at Larkhill. technology in real battle
MONET will provide an situations because if used in
analysis of noise levels at reverse, MONET could

pinpoint the source of enemy
fire or aircraft.

different locations, taking into
account weather conditions
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From Westminster to Wapping

A monthly digest of what’s being said in Parliament and the Press

‘New’ SA80 could

LSW will have a new barrel.

Baroness Symons, Def-
ence Procurement Minister,
said “We now know that the
weapon can be improved.
This programnte will make
the SAB0 among the best in
the world.”

Too much, too late: In a
hard-hitting  report, the
National Audit Office said the
top 25 MoD equipment pro-
jects were forecast to cost
£2.7 billion more than origi-

MODIFICATIONS to be car-
ried out on 200,000 SA80s ata
cost of £80m will make the
weapon system “among the
best in the world”, Parliament
was told.

Defence Under-Secretary
Dr Lewis Moonie said that options for curing
problems associated with extremes of climate
had included procuring a completely new
weapon.

But after extensive trials of the proposed
modifications in Alaska and Kuwait, the
chosen solution was deemed the most cost-
effective way of providing reliable weapons in
all climatic conditions.

The first modified SABOs will be produced
as early as January, with 22,000 to be deliv-
. ered by the end of next year. The MoD intends
to retain the weapon in service until 2020.

Modifications will be carried out to the barrel
extension, bolt-head carrier, hammer-stop
and receiver.

New components will include a re-designed
magazine for improved feed, firing pin,
hammer, gas plug, gas cylinder, springs, bolt
assembly-extractor and cocking lever. The

nally estimated and many
were several years behind
schedule.

The NAO said 94 per cent
of the cost overruns come
from just four projects,
including the Army's
Bowman  communications
system, whose original in-service date had
slipped from 1995 to 2004.

The Tactical Reconnaissance Armoured
Combat Equipment Requirement (TRACER),
due to replace Scimitar, Sabre and Striker
variants of CVR(T), has been delayed by
almost four years.

Responding to the criticism, the MoD said it
is changing the way it organises and conducts
procurement business.

Malaria cases: Among the 4,500 personnel
who had been deployed to Sierra Leone, 48
cases of malaria had been confirmed by June
21, Defence Secretary Geoff Hoon told the
Commons.

He emphasised that all Service personnel
should ensure they have the required routine
vaccinations and members of the Joint Rapid
Reaction Forces should be up to date with cer-

be world-beater

tain additional vaccinations depending on
their degree of readiness.

Gulf veterans: An independent study by Man-
chester University, published in The Lancet,
said that Gulf veterans' mortality rates are not
significantly different from those of Service
men and women who did not serve in the Gulf.

Overseas deployments: MPs were told that
32,000 Regular soldiers, including Gurkhas,
are currently serving overseas.

Armed Forces Minister John Spellar said 27
per cent of the trained Army is committed to
operations, including units preparing for, or
recovering from, deployments.

TA numbers: Latest available figures give the
total strength of the Territorial Army as 43,334,

Ethnic minorities: In 1999-2000, 1.9 per cent
of the total Armed Forces intake came from
British ethnic minority communities. The
Army's figure was 2.1 per cent.

Service accommodation: Independent sur-
veys show that 82 per cent of service families
are content with the standard of family accom-
modation.

Troops in N Ireland: The withdrawal of the
Belfast and East Tyrone roulement battalions
has left 13,500 troops in N Ireland, the lowest
number since 1970.

On the net: Full internet access is planned for
all personnel in Bosnia, except those serving
in dispersed locations, by the end of August.

Canadian concentration: Exercise Iron
Hawk, involving 3,200 soldiers, will take place
at BATUS in Canada later this year, replacing
the final two Medicine Man exercises.

® Women may be given the chance of joining
infantry regiments as combat soldiers to give
them a better chance to compete with men for
senior commands. A decision will be made by
the Defence Secretary next year, after com-
pletion of field trials. —The Times.

® Britain is set to agree a multi-million pound
compensation package for thousands of ex-
servicemen who suffered as Japanese prison-
ers-of-war. — Sunday Telegraph.

® Defence Secretary Geoff Hoon rejected
calls for the re-opening of the inquiry into the
Chinook helicopter crash in the Mull of Kintyre
| in 1994 in which 29 people died, including
British Army personnel. — Daily Telegraph.

® The Ministry of Defence plans to open a
number of golf courses. on military land to

bring in revenue by leasing them out, subject
to ministerial approval. There are already half
a dozen courses on military land, including
Tidworth and Upavon.— Sunday Telegraph.

@ ltaly's campaign to recruit
women officers to a new profes-

.
killed by the IRA in Northern Ireland. — Mirror

@ Foreign special forces troops including Ger-
mans who usually spend about six months
with the SAS on an exchange programme are
staying on for up to two years
because more and more British

sional army has backfired after
all but a handful of thousands of
women applicants failed military
requirements. The newspaper
La Repubblica said: "It seems

we have no female Rambos in What the

INLR
PRESS
[

papers say

volunteers are failing to complete
the training. — Sunday Times.

@ Two Falklands gunner veter-
ans are handing back their
medals in protest at the lack of

ltaly." — The Times.

® Defence Secretary Geoff Hoon promised to
consider giving medals to all servicemen and
women who die serving their country, follow-
ing a plea from Rita Restorick, whose son
LBdr Stephen Restorick was the last soldier

support for troops emotionally
scarred by battle. A spokesman
for MoD, which faces 280 traumatic stress
compensation claims from Servicemen, said:
“We recognise some of the Armed Forces
suffer stress but it doesn't mean the MoD has
been negligent." — Sun.

W,
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My Army: JACK CHARLION

Day Big Jack went AW@

On his first day with
the Royal Horse
Guards the future
World Cup winner
was locked up

Interview: Anthony Stone

BIG Jack is a blunt-speaking kind of bloke
who does not shirk confrontation. His
outspoken performances off the pitch
mirror the fearless style he employed on
it. He makes a habit of speaking his mind
and a career in the diplomatic service was
never really on the cards.

So it won’t surprise many to know that
Charlton was locked up on his very first
day with the Royal Horse Guards — the
regiment in which he did his National
Service. But for Wor Jack, being given the
red card by the adjutant was all a big mis-
understanding.

He still clearly remembers the incident.
“I went to the door and I gave them my
passbook. They said: ‘Come inside, take
your tie off, take your socks off and the
laces out of your boots’.

“Then they marched me in and locked
me up and I didn’t know why. I was 18
and had never been down to Windsor in
my life.”

He wondered if they did that to all the
new boys. It was not the sort of warm wel-
come he was used to in his native north-
east.

“After about four hours lying on a bed
they came and got me and marched me
across to the adjutant’s office,” he
remembered. “The charge was read out:
Absent Without Leave. I said, ‘But ...’

“He said: ‘Shudup and just stand
there’.

“Apparently what had happened was
that I had been selected to play for the
northern command against the southern
command at Catterick, but nobody had
told me and I had gone on a week’s leave
before reporting to the regiment.

“The adjutant made a phone call,
looked at me and said: ‘OK, dismissed’
and I never heard any more about it.

“I didn’t like jail and that sort of put me
off. I behaved myself when I was at Wind-
sor.”

Pte Charlton spent two years there with
the Royal Horse Guards, driving
armoured cars, wagons and jeeps.

&

As you were: Pte Jack Charlton, with ball, and the Royal Horse Guards football team

“I really enjoyed my time in the Army,”
he said. “I often think that had I not made
it as a footballer I would probably have
stayed in the Army. Otherwise I'd have
been a policeman — and I could have been
a right bastard if [ had.”

The Army and Pte Charlton got on well
and Windsor was all a young man could
have hoped for. “Where else would you
rather be at the age of 18? It was an
absolutely splendid place to

be based as long as you é6In the Army
you can do
anything you
want as long
as you don't
get caught ?

looked after yourself, didn’t
do anything wrong, and kept
your kit in good order. It was
the perfect place to learn how
to drink and smoke . . . the
girls were about, I loved it.

“In the Army you can do
anything you want as long as
you don’t get caught.
Anyway, I never got caught. I enjoyed my
time.”

The Royal Horse Guards were quick to
notice Charlton’s precocious football
talent, already recognised by Leeds
United, who had signed him as a profes-
sional at 17. X

He quickly helped mould the regimen-
tal side into a formidable unit. “Two or
three of the lads were ex-professionals,
and suddenly from being just a mediocre
football team — rugby was mainly what
people looked at — the football team start-
ed to beat everybody,” he said.

“I was the first private ever to be made
captain of the football team. I made

arrangements that we would train two or
three mornings a week. We got to the Cav-
alry Cup final, went to Germany and won
it 3-1. i

“I was on a retainer with Leeds United
and I got paid by the Army. I got away
once a month to play the match and I was
actually reasonably well off. I could afford
to hire a car every now and again and go
and see my relatives.

“I made a lot of good
friends in the Army — you do,
you are there together. Some
I still see to this day. Whenev-
er I turned up to a football
match as a player they would
always say hello.”

As Jack’s National Service
was about to finish, his
brother Bobby’s was about
to begin. So the two never
played against each other in the Army.

To many, Jack’s playing career strad-
dled the golden age of English football
with the 1966 national team, of which
Jack was a pivotal part, taking the ult-
mate prize.

So how come we are such useless plod-
ders today? Where did it all go wrong?
Big Jack’s verdict on the state of the
modern English game identifies two key
areas: lack of playing fields and too much
money.

“We have got far too many foreign play-
ers coming into the game now,” he said.
“They all come for the money. They don’t
come because they like the club or
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Signed for
Leeds United in
1952 and spent 21 years with
the club, scoring 70 league goals.

>, Capped 35 times for England and played
in the 1966 World Cup-winning side.

Middlesbrough manager 1973-77, taking
them to the 1974 Second Division Cham-
pionship.

Manager of Sheffield Wednesday 1977-
83 and Newcastle United 1984-85.

( 3 Manager of the Republic of Ireland 1986-
. 95. Took Ireland to the European Champi-
onship finals in Germany in 1988 and the 1990
World Cup finals in Italy where they were
knocked out by the home team in the quarter-
finals. Four years later in the United States
they beat the Italians 1-0 in the World Cup
before going out in the second round.

because they want the experience, they
come because they get more money than
anywhere else.”

It’s all very different from when Jack
and Bobby were growing up in Ashing-
ton, Northumberland. “In those days
there was no television and no cars. You
could play in the streets and parks. Nowa-
days kids can’t kick a ball about in the
street because there are cars flying about
all over the place. Anybody with a piece of
spare land rails it off and won’t let them
get in to play and kick a ball about.

“We played football and kicked the ball
about for seven or eight hours a day. Our
mother used to come and kick the ball
about with us in the street now and again.
She had four brothers who were all pro-
fessional footballers - Jack, George,
Jimmy and Stanley Milburn — and Jackie
Milburn was her full cousin.

“She could kick the ball about, stop it
and trap it. She was quite all right.”

Mostly the Charlton boys played with
tennis balls, but when their uncles came
to visit they always brought footballs with
them.

The skills learned on the streets took
the pair to the very summit of the football
world.

Jack, now 65, retired five years ago.
“Basically I am not working in the game
by choice. I do a bit of fishing and play a
bit of golf.

“Mainly I do a lot of after-dinner
speaking and talks. I am retired from the
game but not from football.”

Picture: Martin McCullough, PA
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Pull together now: The

Gibraltar field gunners

~ eatup the 85-yard course
- at the Forces Open Day

Services team

has taken part in a
field gun competition
that went with a bang

Report: Anthony Stone
Pictures: Mike Weston

THIS was most definitely a purple exer-
cise. Soldiers, sailors and airmen pulled
together knowing that if this one-tonne
field gun and carriage ran over toes — or
anything else, come to that - participants
would end up black and blue and every
shade in-between.

A team from Gibraltar, featuring nine
soldiers from four cap-badges, took part
in a competition at HMS Collingwood,
near Portsmouth, to see which was fastest
over an 85-yard flat course. With a spirit-
ed performance the Gibraltar team
stormed to second place in the final, sink-
ing the hopes of many Royal Navy teams.

Soldier caught up with the unique gun-
ners as they demonstrated their con-

_trolled pulling power at the Gibraltar
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A unique Joint Is t

Gloves off: Competitors’ hands are taped
for protection and resemble a boxer’s after
a few rounds in the ring with Mike Tyson

Forces Open Day, a showpiece for the
Rock’s military, a couple of weeks before
the competition.

Describing a successful team’s qualities
as skill, strength and stamina, as well as
teamwork, crew captain Sgt Simon
Honor, AGC (SPS) said: “My job is to
motivate the team before the race and to
get the guys to control their aggression. I
wind them up and tell them what they are
going to do.

“If they don’t know how to channel
their aggression and adrenalin they can
lose the run before the starting gun has
gone off.”

The crew’s nine soldiers were drawn
from The Royal Gibraltar Regiment,
AGC, APTC and RMP. Months of train-
ing and fitness paid off, producing a pol-
ished performance despite the ever-pre-
sent blisters. Field-gun competitors get
through more zinc oxide tape — the team’s
band-aid — than a mummy’s tailor.

“You quickly learn to keep your feet out
of the way,” said Cpl Craig Wilson, RMP.
“Still, I've got some lovely black-and-blue
toes at the moment.”

WO2 (CSM) Mel Watts, RRF, attached
to The Royal Gibraltar Regiment on a
two-year posting and in the team for the
first time, said: “The hardest part is lifting
the back of the box. It is easy when you are
doing it fast but it only needs one person
to make a mistake and it snowballs for
everyone.”

One of the team’s veterans, Cpl Kenny
Alvarez, 1 Gibraltar, has been with the
regiment for 11 years and put in his third
appearance with the team. His message is
thar, to succeed, everyone must remain
100 per cent focused.

He said: “To do well, it all boils down to
how much each person wants it.”



Images

Gibraltar offers unique training facilities and
some outstanding R&R opportunities, too

Pictures: Mike Weston

Low aim: During the Great Siege, the British developed can-
nons capable of firing downwards, known as depression guns

BRITISH soldiers have been training and
living on The Rock for nearly 300 years, and

a{ l : i their footprints are everywhere. Echoes of
enil L this military heritage are to be
- A found on every street and all
el over, and even inside, the very
G e ; : .
S . Rock itself.

It is not surprising that British
military strategists took such a
liking to this rugged outcrop.

Climbing to 426m and visi-
ble from more than 100km
away, it is a superb natural
fortress, controlling the gate-
way to the Mediterranean.

Today, British Forces,
including Special Forces and
the TA, go to The Rock to take
advantage of the unique training
opportunities, which include tunnel fight-
Ing courses.

And, when the hard work is over and it is
time to relax, it has to be said Gibraltar
remains one of the most picturesque post-
ings in the Army’s portfolio.

To stand on the summit, with Spain to the
north and Africa to the south, is to under-
stand why the ancients believed it was the
non plus ultra, the end of the known world.
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Europa Point: The lighthouse, left, was built
in 1841 and shines across the Straits to Africa

Natural fortress: In ancient times people believed Gibraltar, the
gateway to the Mediterranean, stood at the end of the world

JRiding high: Enjoy
the best views of
The Rock from the |
cable car, above

Barbary Ape:
Tailless monkeys
like this one, left,
live semi-wild on
the Upper Rock

Low tide: Catalan
Bay Fishing
village, right,
nestles on the .
: eastern side of Gibraltar Regiment: Changing of the Guard outside the Gover-
Going underground: St Michael's Cave is a natural grotto, parts of which are used for concerts The Rock nor’s residence, one of The Rock’s most historic buildings
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Suppliers and
manufacturers of
specialist
SPORTS STRIPS.

® RUGBY @ HOCKEY
® SOCCER @ NETBALL
® CRICKET
® TUG-OF-WAR

leisurewear

HEAVYWEIGHT KHAKI
T-SHIRT
EMBROIDERED FROM £4.70

NO SET-UP
OTHER COLOURS AVAILABLE

¥y \
Waprom

111 HUBERT ROAD
SELLY OAK
BIRMINGHAM

B29 6ET

TEL: +44 (0) 121 472 5300
FAX: +44 (0) 121 472 8017

E-MAIL:peter@rsfarmah.freeserve.co.uk

® SWEATERS @ SWEATSHIRTS
® T-SHIRTS @ POLO SHIRTS
@ SKIHATS ® BASEBALL CAPS
® TIES @ BLAZER BADGES
® SPORTS BAGS @ POLAR FLEECE
@ TRAINING TOPS/TROUSERS

* Accuracy to 3.5 mtr's
* MGRS (Military Grid) degrees & miles
* 24 hour battery life
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P H Padded GPS Pouches in:
DPM, green, black,
1000 derniere cordura.
High Performance

12 parallel Channel GPS Our price £9.95 +VAT

Low profile remote antenna
extension cable & magnetic
suction mount.
Our price £55 +VAT
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Features include:
= Fast, accurate
& canopy proof
performance

W Full world wide usage

¥ PhaseTrac 12" receiver for fast
& continuous acquistion

¥ Tracback Automatic track
log navigation

E Screen u; to 500 user waypoints
or up to 30 routes with waypoints

¥ High' contrast backlit LCD screen

¥ Tough weatherproof case
weighs less than 10 ounces

¥ UK Ordnance Survey, UTM /UPS,

Lat/Long, Irish, Swiss, German,
Swedish, Maidenhead,

User Grid, all 9 Indian Grids,
Malaysia, Indonesia

¥ Poweful zoom /pan in -out facility

¥ User friéndly keypad with
easyread characters &
graphic plotting

\ . ¥ Performs in 999 kts
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7 Full world wide usage

¥ Stores up to 500 user waypoints

and up to 30 routes

T High contrast backlit screen

Phase Trac 12" receiver for fast
continuous acquisition of up to
12 satelittes

Trac Back Automatic Track
log navigation

W Batteries, Garmin pouch,

quick reference guide & one
year guarantee

¥ User friendly keypad with easy read

characters & graphic plotting
Performs in 999 kts

UK Ordnance Survey, UTM/UPS,
Lat/Long, Irish, Swiss, German,
Swedish, Maidenhead

user grid, all 9 Indian grids,
Malaysia, Indondesia

Powerful zoom/pan in-out facility
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Combat shooting

Pioneering
protection
plan for
the Plain

A NEW “pioneering and ground-breaking”

plan for managing the Salisbury Plain
Training Area will ensure continuing pro-

tection for its flora, fauna and archaeology.

It will also mean that, as much as possi-

ble, they will remain unaffected by military

activity, writes Karen Moseley.
The Salisbury Plain Integrated Land

Management (ILMP) is the first of 14 sim-
ilar plans being prepared for military train-

ing areas around the country.

Just before signing the ILMP at New-
combe Hall, Royal School
of Artillery, Larkhill, Dr
Moonie said: “The aim of
each plan is to maximise
the sustainable military
training potential of the
area in a way that is consis-
tent, economic, environ-
mentally-acceptable and
reflects the MoD policy in
pursuit of active conserva-
tion measures.

“It does this by identify-

Dr Moonie

Shoulder high: Sgt Lalit Gurung is chaired off the field after being crowned Army top gun

ing the objectives for
nature conservation, cultural heritage, mil-
itary training and other land uses — such as
forestry, agriculture and recreation — and
then to provide the necessary management
information to achieve the best balance
between existing military training and the
other interests.”

The ILMP for Salisbury Plain Training

Marksmen target
top Army honour

SGT Lalit Gurung of the Royal Gurkha
Rifles is the Army marksman of the year.
He won the ultimate accolade for Army
shooting at Bisley for the second time,
the first occasion being in 1992,

Alongside him was W02 Tommy
Sands, RM, who has won the Navy title
equivalent four times.

More than 200 of the world’s top
combat marksmen from the British
Army and from Australia, Canada, the
Oman and the United States shot for the

top prizes in a series of intensive,
combat-relevant matches over three days
to select the winners.

In the Army competition, Cpl Prem-
bahadur Baral, 2 RGR, was second by
only one point to Sgt Lalit with Cpl
Robert Doak, 3 R Irish, last year’s
Queen’s medallist, third.

The British Army team won the open
international eight-man team match and
Sgt. Lalit won the open individual rifle
championship.

TA soldiers hit the bullseye

TA soldiers from 160 Wales Brigade met
on the Sennybridge ranges to compete
for titles as best shots.

The annual skill-at-arms meeting is
the brigade’s premier competition where
volunteers and Regulars from the
Infantry Training Centre Wales compete
for individual honours as well as for their
respective teams in rifle, light support
weapon and pistol skills competitions.

The toughest phase of the contest was
the march and shoot where teams were

SOLDIER August 2000

required to march in full kit for two
miles in a tight time-frame, immediately
followed by a close-quarter battle shoot.

The Royal Monmouthshire Royal
Engineers (Militia) team were crowned
TA champions, with the award for Wales
skill-at-arms meeting team champions
going to the Infantry Training Centre
Wales, Dering Lines, Brecon, who won
ten of the 21 matches staged.

Sgt Man Bahadur Garbuja was the
overall rifle champion.

Area was prepared by the Defence Estates

Training Area Estate Management section

which is based at HQ SPTA.

The process began in 1995 and it is
hoped it will pave the way for a dynamic
programme of management for the Plain.

Back in 1993 it was recogniséd that the

effect of withdrawing large numbers of sol-
diers from Germany would have an impact

on Salisbury Plain. Many areas were

churned up into quagmires, and the level of

activity highlighted the realisation that
there was little information available to
identify the effects that military training
was having on SPTA’s environment.
The ILMP is described as “a holistic

approach to land management by ensuring

that all land uses and interests are consid-
ered as part of one document”.

The unified approach to management is

addressed by ensuring that all interested
parties, such as the RSPB, wildlife trusts

and archaeological groups, will now be able

to refer the plan in their dealings with the
military on the Plain.

® The MoD has sold Rainham Marshes in

Essex to the Royal Society for the Protection of

Birds for £1.1m. The sale will create one of the
largest nature reserves in the London area.

o)



R
British Army
Navigators + Date

tracer
R.M. Special [[a5€r " .

. NEW £110.00 320 & _
Available with Blk, Boat Service % gz Black Traser - 1
km or Sand dial 300mir USA Seals Walch  SETKO

PLCE D
sas Windproof Smuk Vactical Resustiaent) :":i:?:m:' Buffalo
| £90.00 £ 125.00. -r‘:u Special 6 shirt
Dpm Para smocks Genuine Norge shirt NEW £32, Oliv: *;Bllll:k
£67.99 ;:";;“x"' " 40+ NEW £37.99 £89.9
N\
AN £ wr l‘
% @ 4 £ ~. 'y
1\ v 8 &
{ \ " A ;: -f ?
% g1y ;? v i LY e ?’ sl
. : ;- ' — -,
,& B e - -
- Magnum British Army Danner Acadia Insulated USA Issue
1 Classic CEN Boots - Pro Be% ; Goretex lined ~ Desert Boot
is 85.00 NEW from £ 55.00 from £ 115. £ 185.00 From £80.00
i
= %y
b N PLCE BERGEN 125[tr. £ 175.00 M.U.L.E. - 3 litre hydration
" Green, DPM or Black system with extra storage.
Garmin GPS 12XL Patrel packs Y Nato stock no.
Brand New £199.00 Shemagh and small . = 8465-01-396-9920
{Not Reconditioned) £ 6.99 arms .3 woodland
‘ "M  bergens T or Black
3-. "~ also # ;.. n | £69.99.
Smigpfl( i avail. i }
Softi e‘! A 4 s
3 Merlmaw 7“
Sbeg B
£ 59.99 Nl
HM;. - b b, SN
£ 84.99 - -
~ .~ 2 N
' gupmﬁis TO THE A
& BRITISH ARMY "“
'%:iuﬁ'mm STAINLESS STEEL i

GERBER : ISSUE POCKET

g
m
-
o
-
<
>
2
7]
o
=

7 ﬂlduMelrlt-ﬂlnﬁnder. JETPACKER I.Igl'lhveig-lll‘
multi lock £ 59.99 KNIFE Lock Blade wt.330grms size 8x21 one man
: NEW £17.99 (eAA8I00 N ‘u:kpu:lting tent.
From £185.00
\RFORD)STREET; DON El 4PS
' .// _,UJ _/JJ Fax: 020 77 _/JJ 008

0
m
A
S
0
m
=
o
-
I
m
2]
m
=
S
0
m
»

. _;J_j JJ "“J”Q,;-j jjJ.JJJ_J-u_JJj.)J-J

Prices subject to current cat. Standard UK p&p 53.59 Contact for FREE Cc:l'ulegue quollng SOLDIER




lssues

FOLLOWING six months of successful
trials, the Army's new Personal Develop-
ment Record, or PDR - vital to the
career and future of every soldier — will
go "live" next month.

A series of roadshow presentations will
take place at selected garrison locations,
worldwide, from September to Decem-
ber.

The Army initiative, previewed in Sol-
dier last September, will help all soldiers
and officers, both Regular and TA, plan
b

‘Coming soon — the Army's PDR Roadshow

their career and record their achieve-
ments in a loose-leaf PDR folder. This
will be owned by soldiers themselves —
they will keep it, complete it and don't
have to show it to anyone. And it's free!

The PDR will:

® Provide a central record of experi-
ence, skills, appraisal and qualifications;

® Encourage and assist soldiers to
plan their personal development;

® Allow soldiers to map their progress
against recognised career goals;

@ Enable soldiers to demonstrate their
commitment to their career and future.

Those serving now — and those new to
the TA — will get their PDR from their
unit starting in September. Future Reg-
ular recruits and officer cadets will
receive it during initial training.

At the roadshows, unit representat-
ives will be given a briefing pack which
they will then use to pass on the detail-
ed information to their soldiers and offi-
CErs.

_/

REME s
win top

TWO REME specialists won accolades in
a national competition to promote excel-
lence in management skills.

SSgt David Howard took first place in
the Lord Oxfuird's Awards for Excel-
lence, run by the Institute for Supervision
and Management (ISM), while LCpl
Melvyn Metcalf was in the top six.

They travelled to the House of Lords
for a ceremony in which the awards were
presented by Viscount Oxfuird, the Insti-
tute's president.

SSgt Howard, 35, collected a gold
medal and a cheque for £2,000 after dis-
playing qualities which were tested to the
limit on operations in
the Balkans.

In addition to normal
duties managing an
inspection and mainte-
nance programme for
plant equipment, he
quickly took on respon-

_sibility for helping build
and run a refugee
camp.

Until recently a vehicle artificer in the
REME fitter section at 28 Engineer Regi-
ment RE, Hameln, he has since been

SSgt Howard

ecialists

onours

posted to the Defence Logistics Organisa-
tion, Malvern, Wilts.

Determined to add to his portfolio of
qualifications, he is also working for an
Open University degree in design innova-
tion and environmental
strategy.

LCpl Metcalf ach-
ieved his high place
after the judging panel
heard how he had
increased efficiency by
totally reorganising the
Stores Troop MT sec-
tion he runs in 1 Battal-

LCpl Metcalf

ion REME, Osnabruck.

The competition, sponsored by Wickes
ple, City Truck Group and TNT UK
Ltd, is for practising first-line managers
or team leaders from private, public or

voluntary sector organisations. There
were 11 entrants this year from the Army.

It recognises outstanding achievement
beyond the normal performance of man-
agerial duties.

SSgt Howard said he would spend his
prize money on a trip to Florida with his
wife, Kathryn, and three-year-old son,
Eliot.

War pensioners’
NHS priority
system going
wrong — Legion

WAR pensioners having difficulty getting
the priority treatment to which they are
entitled under the National Health Ser-
vice are being urged to contact the Royal
British Legion.

Under current NHS arrangements,
when a doctor has two patients with a
similar health problem on his waiting list,
he is supposed to give priority to a war
pensioner — but only if the complaint
results from military service.

Calls to the RBL show that the priority
system is not always being applied.

Tom House, head of RBL's pensions
department, said: “We hope to curb con-
fusion about entitlement by inviting war
pensioners to call us for information.

“In an ideal world you wouldn’t need a
priority system but the harsh reality is
that the NHS is stretched and doctors are
forced to choose daily whn can be exam-
ined and treated.

“That is why a priority system exists
and why we want to ensure that-those
who find out they are entitled under NHS
arrangements don’t feel guilty about it.”

® Those who think they may be eligi-
ble, or need to know more, should con-
tact Tom House on 0207 973 7236.

Useful numbers

Army Benevolent Fund 020 7591 2000
Army Families Advice Bureau 01722

| 436569

Army Welfare Service 01722 436565
Army Families Federation 01980 615525
British Limbless Ex-Service

Men’s Association 020 8590 1124
Confidential support lines:

UK 0800 731 4880
Germany 0800 1827 395
Cyprus 08091065
Bosnia 0800 731 4880
Others UK 1980 630854

Ex-Services Mental Welfare Society
(Combat Stress) 01372 841600

Family Escort Service UK 020 7463 9249;
Germany JHQ Mil 2272 or 02161 472272
Gulf Families Association 0121 711 3028
Gulf Veterans Association 0191 230 1065
Joint Service Housing Advice

Office 01722 436575

National Gulf Veterans and Families Asso-
ciation 01482 833812

Regular Forces Employment Association
0207 321 2011

RBL's Legionline 0345 725 725

~

Samaritans 0345 90 90 90

Service Children’s Education 01980
618244

Services Cotswold Centre 01225 810358
Soldier on Tape - St Dunstan's, 020 7723
5021

SSAFA Forces Help 020 7403 8783
SSAFA Forces Help housing

advisory service 01722 436400
Veterans’ Advice Unit 08456 020302

War Pensions Agency 01253 858 858
Welsh Language Helpline 01554 821 413
WRVS 01235 442940
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FOR ARMY PERSONNEL ONLY

FREE NOKIA 5110 - FREE CONNECTION
OFFER WORTH £96 ORDER NOW!

NOKIA 5110

WORTH £9.99
FREE CONNECTION
WORTH £35

FREE 50 mins OF
CALLS PER MONTH
PORTABLE HANDS FREE KIT

WORTH £15.99

LEATHER CASE
WORTH £12.99

4
RATE DOWN TO

2 EA 30p PER MIN
OFF PEAK : >z

o CREDIT CHECKS

.

\\scelinet

PLEASE HAVE
FREEPHONE o

BANK DETAILS
0800 018 8200 rano e
ORDERING
Subjecttoa contract,indluding nofics period, monthly fne rentals. Startat £17.50 inc. VAT

 CITADEL

AWARDS
E ol = 7

THE MEDAL FOR NATIONAL SERVICE
| 4

No official medal has ever been awarded for National Service.
This superb, hallmarked solid silver
commemorative medal is available for all those who served their
country under National Service.

This medal is supplied ready to wear in a fitted box.

A silver miniature medal is also available.

* Medal, General Service Cross,
nal Zone Medal & BAOR Medal.
 for details.

Full size Medal for National Service £39.50
(Price includes £2.50 carriage and insurance.)

Engraving £8.00
Miniature Medal in Silver £16.50

ORDER BY PHONE: 01752 872672 FAX: 01752 872723
Credit Card Holders — 8Bam—7pm. Monday to Saturday.

_ S2
(7 I wastcrCard
e
OR BY POST
CITADEL AWARDS, NEWTON FERRERS, PLYMOUTH, DEVON PLS 1DH, ENGLAND.

. Joy’s Roses %
& Flowers &
A GIFT OF LOVE i~

Flowers for all occasions - not just Christmas/ Valentines Day/ Mothers Day
But for - Anniversaries/ Congratulations/ New Born/ Birthdays.

Flowers sent to any address in the UK. & N.I.
\ B FIFUL PA LA \DER

BOUQUET - ROSES RED/YELLOW/PINK/WHITE or MIXED & GYPS

(12 Blooms) ........ovueee SurnsPumensranneness ementmas O UL L P U S IPR G SO
BOUQUET - ROSES RED/YELLOW/PINK/WHITE or MIXED & GYPS

(24 Blooms) ............. i
BOUQUET - FREESIA & FERNS (40 Bloom
BOUQUET LUXE - MIXED FLOWERS & FERNS
BOUQUET DE LUXE - MIXED FLOWERS & FERNS & GYPS (50 Blooms) .. £22.50
BOUQUET — CARNATIONS, MIXED OR RED/YELLOW/PINK/WHITE & GYPS

(24 BIOOITIB] o i vistssuisiapisusimssisions abinsmionsasspammtas Snn e iorh e deae o i i s e g L I R
BOUQUET - MIXED FLOWERS. RANGE FROM ........................... £12.00 to £20.00

HOTLINE: 01481 246708

ALL C/Cs ACCEPTED
CHEQUES MADE PAYABLE TO:

Joy’s Roses & Flowers ol
Flamingo, St Sampsons, rta
Guernsey, C.I. GY2 4WB =

Telephone: (01481) 246708 -~ «
Fax: (01481) 243406 Ay RS

= \
Military 3

Marketing
Interndtional

Suppliers of Plagues. Clocks and other presentation pieces
Also T-shirts, sweatshirts, baseball caps, etc.

In good company with most
Regiments and Corps of the British
Army. we made your Shields for the

Falklands,
the Gulf and now Bosnia and Croatia
and most other UN locations.
Let us design you Regiments and
Operational Shields.

Write for a full colour brochure:

74-77 STEWARD STREET,
SPRING HILL,
LADYWOOD, BIRMINGHAM

B18 7AF
Telephone/fax : 0121 454 5393

Minimum order 25 shields — £10.95.

\ No VAT outside the UK. Shieldclocks - £1850 //

@
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. Sports centre opens

I DEFENCE Secretary
Geoff Hoon worked up a
sweat after he opened the
£12.8m Aldershot Garri-
son Sports Centre by
taking on Army squash
champion Pte Alex Smith
(1 D and D), pictured.
Aldershot is the Army’s
centre of sporting excel-
lence and facilities include
a 50m swimming pool with
a floating floor, a physical
and recreational training centre, six
squash courts, two sports halls and a fit-

Divers torpedo
rival Services

ARMY divers sank the Royal Navy and
RAF in the Inter-Service champi-
onships at RAF Cranwell, taking first
and third in the men’s springboard, first
and second in the men’s platform, and
first and second in the women’s spring-
board and platform.

ness and weights centre. The Tina Childs
Trophy, for the most

= = . = points scored in both
Sprmglng |nt0 aCtlon springboard and plat-
NO wonder Cadet Executive Officer form, went to Sig
John Beeton has a spring in his step. He Lizzie Brown (1

has been selected as a trampoline judge
for the Sydney Olympics. The former
Royal Scots Guards sergeant will chair
the judges’ panel for the men’s individual
competition and will be assistant chair
for the women’s competition.

(UK) ADSR). The
Mike Kempson Cup,
for the highest scor-
ing dive of the com-
petition, went to SSgt
(SSI) Amos Green-
field (APTC), pictured, for an inward
two-and-a-half somersaults in the
tucked position.

In the Army diving competition at
Southampton, the men’s senior spring-
board title was again taken by SSgt
Greenfield with second and third places
going to Gnr Liam Clarke (RA) and
Cpl Andy Broad (RSME). SSgt Green-
field also took the senior platform title
with Sgt (SI) Dave Cox (APTC) second.

- - - -

Winning direction
SOLDIERS from 7 Para RHA took the
major units honours in the Army Orien-
teering Association team championships
held at Haltern Training Area, Germany.
In second place were teams from 14 Regt
RA, with RMCS third. Units had to

* enter two teams of four orienteers. In the
minor units competition MND (C) took

Picture: Graeme Main

Head over heels: LCpl Amanda Prentice
(RLC), left and Sig Lizzie Brown (1 (UK)
ADSR) pictured in training days before

top spot followed by MMG Didcot and
Upavon.

In the women’s event 2 (CS) Regt
RLC were first home followed by 1 MI
Bn and London UOTC.

In the junior one-metre springboard,
the first four places went to 2Lt Dave
Wood (RLC), LCpl Damien Woods (R
Anglian), Gdsm Steve Smith and Pte
Andy Rowley (Staffords).

competing in the individual championships

Anyone interested in taking up high-
board diving should contact SSgt Green-
field on Aldershot Mil' (94222)
4014/2114.

"WATER POLO

FOR the first time in a decade, the Army are
Inter-Service water polo champions. They took
on the title holders on their own turf at RAF
Cranwell and beat them 6-5. The Army sank the
Royal Navy 11-3 and the RN beat the RAF 8-6.

Other honours this season included SEAE
being crowned UK champions by beating HQ
NI & 15 Sig Regt 5-3. In Hohne 16 Sig Regt
beat 21 Engr Regt to become BA(G) champi-
ons.

In the Army finals at the Royal Military Acad-
emy Sandhurst, AFC Harrogate won through,
beating HQ NI & 15 Sig Regt 10-9 with SEAE

_and 16 Sig Regt third and fourth.

Picture: Steve Dock

Spot the maul: Action from the Army finals between AFC Harrogate and HQ NI
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ATHLETICS IMAGES

Jump to it: Sgt Cliff Pearn (ASPT) finished
second in the Army individual long-jump
championship at Aldershot. Spr Karl
McMullen (42 Survey RE) was the winner

Best feet forward: LCpl Donita Benjamin (4
GS) Regt won the individual long-jump title

Sharp end: LCpl Kevin Ricketts (RTMC),
international decathlete and winner of the
individual javelin competition with 54.90m

Faster, high

Army athletes produced |[Wibiadii
excellent performances | EE—_———_
in the Inter-Service
championships at
Aldershot. The men'’s
team was beaten by a
short head by the RAF
but the women kept
the team trophy. In this
selection of pictures
we also feature.action
from the individual
championships

Eye-opener: Spr Karl McMullen on his way to tiplace in the Inter-Service
long jump with a distance of 6.83m. SSgt Alvin W was second with 6.84m

Front runner: Capt James Mayo (1 Cheshire) storms ' o=
home to win the Inter-Service 800m in 1.53.25. He was
chased all the way by Cpl Steve Haywood in 1.55.79

Pictures: Graeme Main and Steve Dock

TADIA S

. -'.‘-' b <A

(PESRPTIR | o o \melae i P

Cold comfort: Sgt Rod Leach (ASPT) on his way to fourth place in
the Inter-Service 3000m steeplechase, the first Army runner home

e
|58

— p

Left leg lead: Cpl Paul Beaumont (SEAE)
was the winner of the 110m individual title

i A ) 1

Splashdown: Pte Kevin Sheppard (3(CS)
Regt RLC) won the individual 3000m title
narrowly beating Sgt Rod Leach (ASPT)

L {

Going up: Pte Gerald Manville was tff ' the Inter-Service pole
vault with 4m. The ever versatile LCf€Vin Ricketts was fourth
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Block leave: Sgt Lorraine Jackson, pictured centre, powers away at the start of the women'’s Inter-Service 100m.

She put in a strong performance but was unable to catch LCpl Donita Benjamin who flew home in 11.91sec




Sport

| SHORRS -

Winners to the corps

ABINGDON’S 3 Close Support
Regiment took top honours in the Royal
Logistic Corps sports awards. The
regiment’s record-breaking athletics
team were the outright winners of the
sports team of the year award and coach
Maj Clive Osborne was sports
personality of the year.

The prizes were presented by Olympic
star Sharron Davies at The Princess
Royal Barracks, Deepcut.

The men’s team won the divisional
championships by a margin of 32 points
and the women’s by nine points, the first
double championship victory within the
Army. In the Army finals, the men’s
team won by 40 points and the women’s
by 16.

Ice work if you can get it

PLACES are now available for the Army
Ice Sport Camp in Lillehammer,
Norway. This is your chance to learn to
drive a two-man bobsleigh, a skeleton
bobsleigh or a luge. These are all
Olympic disciplines and Servicemen and
women will form a substantial part of the
team for the next Olympic Winter
Games in Salt Lake City in 2002.

Places are available on a first-come-
first-served basis — and can be booked
on payment of a £50 deposit to Capt PA
McClellan, OC 31 CTT, HQ 160
(Wales) Bde, Brecon, Wales, Contact
details and first and second choice of
sport are also required.

The actual cost per person is £700 but
with grants and sponsorship it will be
£350. Members of the Sports Lottery
will receive a refund of £100 after the
event. Equipment, flights and food are
included in the price. The only other
costs are for insurance.

Mountaineers wanted

ARMY mountaineers are asked to help
raise funds for Children’s Aid Direct.
The Big Event — the most ambitious
mountain challenge of its kind — is open
to teams of four, with mountains suitable
for the complete novice through to
experienced climbers. Each team is being
asked to raise a minimum of £1,000 for
the children’s charity that helps those
affected by conflict, poverty or disaster.
Sign up via the web on www.bigevent.
co.uk or call 0118 953 3238,

Wise up on the web

COMPREHENSIVE coverage of Army
sport is available on Britsport.com, a

new internet website which features 53
sports played across the Army.

INTERVIEW

Loggie will supply

top-quality finish

For more than a degade Cpl Chris Bessey,
RLC, has proved himself England'’s finest

amateur boxer. And

Interview: Anthony Stone
Picture: Mike Weston

CPL Chris Bessey, MBE, the six-
time Amateur Boxing Association
champion and Commonwealth
Games gold medallist, is thifking
about his future. The boxer, who
has been responsible for delivering
more painful jabs than a garrison
medical officer’s syringe, is consid-
ering moving up a weight.

The Royal Logistic Corps corpo-
ral has been an outstanding champi-
on, an ambassador for the sport and
a walking recruitment advertise-
ment for the Army.

His skill and courage in the ring
have been rewarded with an envi-
able medal collection — he has more
gold discs than the Bee Gees. But
thoughts of retirement are still some
way off and he wants a crack at one
more title.

“It was an ambition of mine to go to the
Olympics,” he said. “But I think that has
gone by the board now after not qualify-
ing for Sydney. I can’t see myself boxing
as an amateur in four years’ time.

“But I do want to box on for another
year and then I will probably knock it on
the head and retire. Then again, if I win
the ABAs next year, that would be seven
and only one away from the record.”

If Bessey decides to go for it, few would
bet against him. He boxes in a classic
style, using his jab to devastating effect.
His defence remains one of the finest in
the realm and despite 160 bouts, he plain-
ly feels no ill effects.

But one aspect of boxing he won’t miss
when the bell sounds for the final time is
having to watch his weight. For boxers,
like supermodels and jockeys, count the
pounds as precisely as a cash dispenser.

Boxers have three weights: walking
around weight, training weight and fight-

he is still chasing titles

ing weight. The trick is to try and keep the
difference between them within limits.

“I keep myself at a basic level of fitness
and then four to five weeks before a com-
petition I go into a more intensive type of
training,” he said. “As long as I know
when a competition is I can regulate my
weight and bring it down.”

Bessey got the boxing bug as a boy and
started the sport to build himself up. “I
am not big now, but I really used to be
skinny, painfully thin,” he said.

He was also keen on football but
realised that he didn’t have time to com-
pete at both sports. After leaving school
he got casual jobs working for relatives
but was soon fed up with not having a reg-
ular income.

“It was literally a case of ‘oh sod it, I’ll
go and join the Army’.”

Initially he wanted to join the REME.
But the six-month waiting list put him off
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and he joined the Royal Corps of Trans-
port, the forerunner of the Royal Logistic
Corps, instead.

He passed out of the Junior Leaders’
Regiment in February 89 and three weeks
later the Master Driver, WO1 Ron Eaton,
who was also the boxing officer,
approached Bessey and got him involved.

In his debut season Bessey became the
Army’s first National Association of Boys’
Clubs champion. And for Driver Bessey
the juggernaut of success has just kept
rolling.

“My best memory was knocking out
the Russian who was ranked number one
in the world in the quarter finals of the
European championships in 1998,” he
said. “The European championships are
basically as hard as the Olympics.”

A consoling thought for Bessey and a
chilling one for his opponents when he
starts his next ABA challenge.
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RUGBY LEAGUE

Paras go down with
their guns blazing

HISTORY was made at Alder-
shot when The Parachute Regi-
ment rugby league team played
their first game against the Royal
Marines.

Considering the Paras’ side
had only been formed on the
Sunday and their first game was
Wednesday, they played remark-
ably well, containing the Marines
to a six-point lead at the end of
the first half.

Power and passion ruled the
day with bone-crunching hits
coming in from all sides. But it
was the Paras’ lack of training
that proved critical at the final
whistle.

Team captain Cpl Ryan Swin-
dle (1 Para) said: “We gave away
too much stupid ball. Our error
count was simply due to the fact
we had not played before. It was
a big learning curve for us.”

Rugby League only started in
the Army in 1993 as a unit sport
and 1 Para was one of the first

battalions to field a side. They
went on to win the
Army Nines compe-
tition three years in a
row (1994-97) and
were the Challenge
Cup winners in
1996.

The following year
2 Para got a team
together. They met 1
Para in a cup fixture
in 1998 and went on
to win the Plate
competition.

The sport is now
firmly established in
the Army and it is
hoped the DPara-
Marine game will
become a perma-
nent fixture.

Hundreds of spec-
tators watched the
action,
the Paras take to the
pitch accompanied by The Ride of the
Valkyries — the regimental quick march.

“The atmosphere was absolutely elec-
tric,” said Swindle.

Despite tireless work from Cpl Taff

Davis and the forwards, the Paras even-

Stalemate: From the left, Pte Mark Reid, Cpl Russ Reading and Pte
which saw Matt McGowan successfully smother another Royal Marine attack

tally went down 36-0 but never gave up.

The Trafalgar Public House in Alder-
shot donated a trophy which the Paras
will have to loan to the Marines until they
have a chance to redress the balance next
year.
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Sailing by: Yachts glide over the Solent towards the Isle of Wight during the ASA Regatta

e e -

 Right Royal
is majestic

PERFECT conditions, glorious sun-
shine, a fresh wind and 22 boats ensured
a memorable millennium Army Sailing
Association regatta in the Solent.

On the first day of the inshore races,
SSgt Paul Anderson quickly established a
commanding lead in the Victoria 34
Class, although he was closely pursued by
Lt Philip Cooper of 14 Regt RA.

The AAC team, skippered by SSgt
McKean, keen to show that
although relative newcomers to the event
they were a force to be reckoned with,
producing a consistent string of second,
third and fourth places to take third
place overall. The REMEYC produced
a strong team under the leadership of
Maj Cameron Ferguson, assisted by Sgt
Kinsella and Sgt Jack Ferguson.

In Division 2, Maj Mark Johnston-Fer-

were
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guson of the REYC produced an impres-
sive performance in the sapper yacht
Right Royal to win the inshore series.
The bookies’ favourite (the RLC yacht
Thunderflash) failed to live up to expecta-
tions.

The Passage Race, sponsored by
Wightlink Ferries, gave skippers the
option of going inside or outside the Isle
of Wight. Those who chose the outside
route included OCdt Scullion, leading a
team from RMCS Shrivenham. They
benefited from the better winds, but lost
out to a foul tide.

In the final analysis it was tide which
proved to be the critical factor and line
honours were taken by Maj Peter Smith
and a team from 202 Fd Hosp (V) in
Swifan his Contessa 32, narrowly beating
Right Roval.

Gain for pain
ARMY martial artists floored
the opposition in the fourth
Inter-Services championships
at RAF Cosford. Impressive
performances saw the Army
win team events in the
senior and junior karate
events and also the senior
team taek-
wondo
compe-
tition. i ;

Individual suc- o S
cesses included [ : ,
Cpl Darren 3
Morgan (R Thanks for the tip: Nine
Anglian) who took times world taekwondo
the senior individ- champion, civilian
ual Inter-Services  Wayne Otter shows Cpl
tackwondo crown, Tony Cashmore (RE)
Cp! Tony Cash- how to perform a

2 front-drop at an Army

more (RE) who  yraining session
took the senior

individual karate crown and Pte Zippy
Murdoch (RLC) who became the
weapons’ kata champion.

Surfacing on top

FOR youth swimming champion Kerry
Thompson, discovering Ibstock’s Army
Cadet Force was a stroke of good for-
tune.

The 14-year-old from Ashby de la
Zouch has just won her national colours
for competing in the 200m medley in the
home internationals at Colchester.

“Joining the cadets 16 months ago was
one of the best things I ever did,” she
said. Also receiving their colours were
Leicestershire cadets Jodie Blair for the
high jump and Sarah Turner for the
3,000m.

Tri-Service champs
HOCKEY players from 42 Survey Engi-
neer Group completed a unique season
by adding the Tri-Services title to their
Army major
unit honours.

Unstop-
pable 42
Survey
demolished
RAF Halton
5-0 and
HMS Heron
8-2.

B The
Combined
Services
Hockey
Association, featuring 11 Army players
and the coach in the 18-man squad, took
on the English Hockey Association’s
President’s XI at Bisham Abbey, repre-
sented by England U21s. They lost 6-2.

-

Surrounded: Lt Guy Fordham, in
white, finds a way through to score

®
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Established 1677 s el
Taking Tradition into the future TO H. M QUEEN ELIZABETH
MEDAL DEPARTMENT TRTIONMAKERE

MINIATURE MEDALS SUPPLIED

Customers Full Size & Miniature Medals
mounted in either Court or Swing style.
For the complete and professional service at
the most affordable prices available.

T
BY AFPOINTMENT

TOH M. THE QUEEN
BUTTON MAKERS

Firmin House, 82-86 New Town Row, Birmingham. B6 4H1

email: firmin@webbirmingham.co.uk
| Tel: 01213 800 800

Fax: 01213 593 321 EV—N'E Q;ﬂ
/i
‘__'J, UNIFORMAL

’

‘The Highest Quality and Value for Mone
in Military Tailoring for Over 30 Years'
INTEREST FREE CREDIT
German Office: OS5 141 881570
Mobilc: O1 72 54000415

VAN DUNGILE OUISI
MEYNELL AVENUE, ROTHWIELL. LELDS 1526 ONI

UK: TEL: 0044 113 282 6102 FAX: 0044 113 282 1457

WORCESTERSHIRE MEDAL SERVICE LTD
56 Broad Street, Sidemoor, Bromsgrove B61 8LL
Tel: (01527) 835375 of Fax (01527) 576798
Specialists in Ribbons, Full Size & Miniature Medals
and Medal Mounting either for wear or display.
Send SAE or call for comprehensive price list of Full Size & Miniature Medals
Now available - new Territorial miniature medals.
The Volunteer Reserve Service Medal and the
Queens Volunteer Reserve Medal
See our website for full details of all our services.

“Secure on-line ordering on our website” wmose -

www.worcmedals.com ~*®

Credit card orders accepted by phone or fax. UK customers please add 17% VAT,
Full size & miniature supplied

Professionally mounted
Hand-sewn ... hot glued

K&D Medals

33 The Cresecent,
West Wickham, Kent BR4 OHB
Tel: 020 8777 2428

@ Sitting on ammo
boxes

® Beret colour &
badge of your

EPAULETTE
SLIDES

For officers or other ranks.
With or without unit

01980 - 655099

LOST YOUR MEDALS?
WE CAN REPLACE THEM

FULL SIZE & MINIATURES

PROFESSIONALLY SEWN
IN COURT OR SWING STYLE
SAE OR PHONE FOR QUOTE

TOAD HALL MEDALS, NEWTON FERRERS, Nr PLYMOUTH, DEVON PL8 1DH
Tel: 01752 872672 Fax: 01752 872723 E-mail:th.medals@virgin.net

Watches

The best for night vision

r military products at

www.traser-uk.com

Tel.: 07000-87-27-37
Fax: 07000-86-26-36

This superb die-struck commemorative medal
is available in full size and miniature I
to all who served in Near, Middle and Far East,

Send s.a.e. for your application form today.
DPS Awards, P. O. Box 6961,
Bromsgrove B61 8LA

Commemorative medals are not official but may be obtained
as a souvenir/keepsake. They should not be worn with/along-
side British official decorations/medals/honours.
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EMBROIDERED
SWEATERS SWEATSHIRTS
POLO SHIRTS BADGES

TIES, BADGES& PLAQUES

by Mail Order

REGIMENTS,

PRINTED

TEESHIRTS SWEATSHIRTS SHIPS,

BADGES COFFEE MUGS SQUADRONS

AND LOTS MORE!
ALL FROM ONE SUPPLIER
No artwork or setting-up costs on the majority of

Clubs & Reunion Associations,
Blazer buttons, medals, ribbons, etc.
SAE appreciated
The Heraldic Co (GB), Dept S
Overbriar, Beechwell Lane, Edge End,
Coleford, Glos GL16 THA

YN S \
51/52 HIGH STREET, LINCOLN LN5 8AP
Tel: 01522 513333 Fax: 01522 530383

Tel/Fax: 01594 832200 (8am/10pm)

designation.
also

DRAB

NAME TAPES

(in sets of six)
Any quantity supplied
S.A.E. for price list

Lancashire Embroidery
& Insignia Ltd
Knowsley Industrial
Park North, Kirkby,
Liverpool L33 7SA.
Phone: 0151-546 5161
Fax: 0151-549 1128 J

@

EMBROIDERED LEISUREWEAR & BADGES
Plus PRINTED T-SHIRTS & SWEATSHIRTS

Embroidered garments -
printed sweats and T-shirts, min. qty. 36\
BADGES-EMBROIDERED - min. gty. 25

ree original 24+

ENAMELLED - min. 100

- BLAZER BADGES - min. 5
TIES — Woven - min. 50

Printed - min. 36

Also - BASEBALL CAPS - min. 50

(]
o\
SPORTS BAGS - min. 50 Q
GOLF UMBRELLAS - min. 25 e
= WRITE, PHONE or FAX for colour brochure
nsgn to Kilcreggan, Dunbartonshire G84 0JN /

MOTIFS www.ensignmotifs.co.uk

0143684 2581/2716; FAX: 0143684 2854
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COMPETITION 705

z— L
NO
TABLING
ey

erkBin

Frank Finch has made ten
changes in detail to one of
his drawings taken from our
archive. Circle the differ-
ences in the lower image, cut
out the whole panel, add
vour name and address and
send to HOAY 705, Soldier,
Ordnance Road, Aldershot,

A photocopy is acceptable,
but only one entry per person
may be submirted.

Do not include anything
else in your envelope.

GU11 2DU by September 1.

First correct entry drawn
after the closing date will
win £100; the second and
third will receive £10 gift
vouchers. No correspon-
dence of any kind can be
entered into.

The names of the winner
and runners-up will be
announced in the October
issue.

[ ]
{

(Name : (Give initials and rank or title) b
<- L 5
(Address : Y

£
June competition (No 703): First correct entry drawn was from
Maj G Searle, of Portsmouth, who wins £100. Runners-up Mr H
Baker, of Plymouth, and Mr H Mercer, of Rotherham, receive a
£10 voucher each. The ten differences were: basketball pat-
tern; No 6’s hairline; window leading; No 2’s hand; ceiling on
right; “S” and corner on sign; shape and leg of vaulting horse;
No 10's shoelace.

-------- O SR W SIS S

ubscribe and save!

® Save cash when you subscribe today -

I

I

:

® FREE postage ® FREE binder |
UK: (12 issues) ....... £23.00 (24 issues) ....... £40.00 i
:

:

1

1

I

I

Overseas (12issues)....... £32.20 (24 issues)....... £60.00
BFPO: (12 18SUSH) Ly io e rrinsssns gl aes £13.80

I would like to subscribe to SOLDIER for: 1 One year J Two years

Please start my subscription with the ......................... issue.

...................................................................................................

............................................... Postcode: ......ccovemrvieecnnnnal

1
I enclose a cheque/PQ payable to SOLDIER for: ........... !
Return to Soldier, Ordnance Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU !
=== 1 g ] - e 1

wsa . Credit card hotline: 01252 347353 '

EUROCARD

MasterCard.. i1
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CORINWALL

MILITARY MUSEUM

at The Keep, Bodmin

The history of a famous
County Regiment, The Duke
of Cornwall's Light Infantry.
Fascinating displays of
uniforms, weapons,
medals and much more.
Open during normal business hours and
on Sundays during July and August
10am - 5pm or by appointment at other
times.

Tel: 01208 72810
Adults: £2 Children: 50p

DOKSET

THE MILITARY MUSEUM
_OF DEVON & DORSET

F=— ome with us on a

he=7 world tour...

A fiodern military museum which uses
touch screen computers and creative dis-
plays to tell the stories of courage,
humour, tradition and sacrifice of those
who served in the regiments of Devon and
Dorset for over 300 vears. The uniforms,
weapons and medals all bear silent wit-
ness to those of a bygone age and of more
recent conflicts. The diversity of articles
on display allows the imagination to
recreate the world of these soldiers and
their families from 1685 to the present
day. An added bonus is the spectacular
view from the battlements of Dorchester
and surrounding countryside bmuﬁht to
life in the novels of Thomas Hardy.

Mon - Sat 9.30 - 5.00
Sundays (July - August) 10.00 - 4.00

Special Exhibitions 2000

Bridport Road, Dorchester, at *Top o The Town®
Tel: 01305 264066 Fax: 01305 250373

e el el ped
- &

> ) =\
The Essex
Regiment

Museum
Oaklands Park, Moulsham
Street, Chelmsford.

 Tel: (01245) 353066

Email: pompadour @ chelmsfordbe.gov.uk
Open: Monday-Saturday
10am - Spm & Sundays 2 - Spm

Admission & parking free

CHANNEL ISLANDS

Museum of the
Royal Guernsey Militia

Castle Comnet, St Peter Port, Guernsey

With its origins in the 13th Century, the
Guernsey Militia was possibly the oldest
military unit in the service of the British croun.

The museum includes uniform, weapons and
equipment of the Militia, the Militia Artillery
and the Roval Guernsey Light Infantry from
the 18th Century until dishandment in 1940.

Fine work Miss Frobisher . ..
But it’s not quite what | meant by
bringing the exhibits up to date.”

HAVIESHIRE

ARMY
PHYSICAL
TRAINING

CORPS
MUSEUM

c/o ASPT, Fox Lines,
Queens Avenue
Aldershot, Hampshire
GUI11 2LB Tel: 01252 347168
APTC history since 1860
including development of
physical training in the Army,
APTC international and
Olympic sportsmen, evolution
of athletic equipment and
instructors’ dress, etc.
Open Mon toThurs 0900-1600
& Fri 0900-1230.

Weekends and Bank Holidays
by appointment only.

Closed during leave periods, Easter,
Summer, Xmas-Please call to check.

Free car parking and admission

THE ARMY MEDICAL
SERVICES MUSEUM

The museum tells the story of military
medicine, nursing, dentistry and
veterinary science from 1660 until the
present. It includes not only military
ambulances, an Ambulance Train Ward
Coach, a First World War Horse Drawn
Ambulance and an omate carriage used
by Florence Nightingale in the Crimea.

There is a well-stocked museum shop
and facilities for the disabled

Locamion: Keogh Barracks,

Mytchett Place Road, Mytchett,
Follow tounist signs for RAMC &
QARANC Museums.

Open: Monday to Friday 10am - 3.30pm

TeL: 01252 340212

>

THE PARACHUTE
REGIMENT AND
AIRBORNE FORCES
MUSEUM

Browning Barracks
Aldershot, Hants GU11 2BU
Telephone: 01252 349619

See the history of
Airborne Forces
JSrom their formation in 1940
to the present day.

Open Mon to Sun 1000 - 1630.
Last admission 1545 hrs.
Special group visits can be made by prior
arrangement.

Admission:

Adults £2.50. Children, senior
citizens, serving/ex-members £1.00
Groups by arrangement please.

@
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NAVIESTITRE,

VISIT WINCHESTER’S 5

* Peninsula Barracks, Romsey Road. Winchester, SO23 8T8

MILITARY MUSEUMS

* The King's Royal Hussars
* The Light Infantry

* The Gurkha Museum

* The Royal Green Jackets

* The Royal Hampshire Regiment

SCOILAND,

(Telephone: 01962-828541)
(Telephone: 01962-828530)
(Telephone: 01962-842832)
(Telephone: 01962-828549)
(Telephone: 01962-863658)

from 10am to 4pm, open

1pm

anen dailt
ipen dail

m 10am to apen daily

10a Lo ipm from

opern daih

from 10am

Serles House, Southgate Street, Winchester, 8023 9EG

VARLES

THE PRINCESS OF WALE'S
ROYAL REGIMENT AND
QUEEN'S MUSEUM
AT DOVER CASTLE

4 Open all year 1000 - 1600 winter
1000 - 18300 summer

Over four centuries of living history. over |
200,000 visitors last year. Exhibition includes
WWI wench experience: interactive videos of
WWII: medal display and the story of the
Victoria Cross (56 awarded): one of the | t
portable drum displays in the army for hire: the
story of the 12 forebear regiments of the PWRR
Entrance fee as per Dover Castle. Entrance 1o
| museum free.
| Join our Friends - contact Mr A Booth on
‘ 01227 595542

THE ARGYLL &
SUTHERLAND
HIGHLANDERS
The Castle, Stirling
FK8 IEH
Tel: 01786 475165

The museum contains fine displays of
Silver, Colours, Uniforms, Medals,
Weapons, artefacts and a World War 1
trench and dioramas with commentaries.
Entry free — donations welcome.

Open Apr - Oct, Mon - Sar 1000 - 1730,
Sun 1100 - 1630. Apr - Oct 1000 - 1600

SOUTH WALES
BORDERERS
MUSEUM

The Barracks, Brecon,
Powys LD3 7TEB
Telephone: 01874 613310
Website: www.rrw.org.uk
E-mail: swh@rrw.org.uk

300 years of history.

Zulu wars. Large medal collection and armoury
Open: Oct 1o Mar
(weekdays only)

& Apr to Sept (daily)

0900 - 1300 and 1400 - 1700

ROYAL ENGINEERS
MUSEUM

Prince Arthur Road, Gillingham, Kenr
ME4 4UG Tel: 01634 406397
Open all year Mon-Thurs 10am-5pm, Sat,
Sun & Bank Holiday Mondays
I1.30am-5pm
Friday by appointment only
Disabled access throughout. Shop,
refreshments & ample secure parking
Prize-winning designated museum!

LANCASHIRE

THE QUEEN’S
LANCASHIRE REGIMENT

Incorporating the collectables

D and archives of
The East Lancashire Regiment,

The South Lancashire Regiment,
The Loyal Regiment (North Lancashire).
The Lancashire Regiment, Militia,
Volunteers and Territorials.
Fulwood Bks, Preston, Lancs PR2 8AA
Telephone: 01772 260362
Open Tuesday - Thursday 0930-1630

or by appointment

D) K %
JfJf.:,’/

The Royal
Logistic
Corps
Museum

St

Deepcut, Camberley, Surrey

Tel: 01252 340871
Mon - Fri: 1000 - 1600 Sat: 1000
Closed Sundays and Public Holidays
Free admission. Fully accessible o the

1500

disabled with special parking

SUSSEA

THE QUEEN'S ROYAL
IRISH HUSSARS MUSEUM

% Sussex Combined Services
Museum, The Redoubt

Fortress, Royal Parade,

Eastbourne BN22 7AQ

W Tel: 01323 410300

Open April - November, 0930 -1730
Admission: Adults £2.00,
Family ticket (2+2) £5.50,
Under 16/over 60s £1.00
For further information phone:
Major P J Timmons 020 7414 8782

Website: www.eastbournemuseums.co.uk
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Royal Monmouthshire
Royal Engineers (Militia)

Castle and Regimental Museum
Senior Regiment of the Reserve Army
Monmouth’s Early Defences
ot Medieval Herb Garden
af 2 -5 pm daily in summer

R E L .
o 2 - 4 pm weekends in winter

at Monmouth Castle
Free entry 01600772175

WAKWI CJ'{_’)‘J"J[JIJ L

THE QUEEN’S OWN
HUSSARS MUSEUM

TR Lord Leycester
! -y Haospital, High Street,
= Warwick CV34 4BH.
i Tel: 020 7414 8782

Open: Summer 1000-1700
& Winter 1000-1600

o — )
Closed Mondays and
Christmas Day
Admission to the
museum is free

For further information phone:
Major P J Timmons 020 7414 8782

DKKSHIRE

& GREEN
i  HOWARDS
t3sd  MUSEUM

Trinity Church Square, Richmond,
North Yorkshire DL10 40N
Tel: 01748 822133

I'his famous North Yorkshire Regiment was
founded in 1688 and its campaigns from 1690
onwards are illustrated with original uniforms,

gallantry awards medals, Regimental silver

and many other relics, including interactive
video of both WW1 and WWII and CD ROM.
Also some of Richmond's historic plate.

1 FEB - 31 MAR: Mon-Fri 10.00 - 4.30pm
(Sat & Sun closed)

1 APR - Mid MAY: Mon-Sat 9.30 - 4.30pm &
Easter Day 2pm - 4.30pm (Sun closed)
Mid MAY - 30 SEPT:
Mon-Sat: 9.30am-4.30pm & Sun: 2-4.30pm
10CT - 31 OCT: Mon-Sat 9.30 - 4.30pm
(Sun closed)

1 NOV - 30 NOV Mon-Fri: 10am-4.30pm
(Sat & Sun closed).

Open at other times by appointment.
Closed 1 DEC - 31 JAN

“Which nice
man said you
could keep it?”

If you are a curator
and wish to advertise
your museum in the

February 2001 issue
please call Jackie on

01252 355%6 or email

Jjtaylor@soldiermagazine.co.uk




» OIL RIGS (
— The Essential Guide -

FOR ANYONE WHO IS INTERESTED IN WORK
OFFSHORE ON OIL RIGS AND DOESN'T KNOW
WHERE TO START. PACKED FULL OF ALL THE

INFORMATION YOU WILL EVER NEED ABOUT 0IL
RIGS.

MILITARY CV
< ~
‘ SERVICES
| A long established CV firm run by a
former Army officer and current full-time
career consultant, Past clients include men

® BOOKS TODAY » and women of all ranks from every part of
O'I 253 869808 the Army
8 Clegg Ave, Thornton-Cleveleys ’
Lancs FY5 1BJ, UK. Also

* Applications

* Job Search skills

* Self Marketing

* Interview Coaching

Full details from:

66 High View Road,
Guildford, Surrey GU2 SRU.
01483 823766 (fax 534518)

Email: ajacques @milcv.freeserve.co.uk
Website: www. milcvs.co.uk

C.V. EXPRESS
Confidential Consult
Copies, Free Disc Sto
over 2200 type
Media Presentation types available
package providing Unbeatable Quality
For an Information Pack
please Phone or Write 1o
Mr MacDonald
101 Market Place, South Cave,
Brough, East Yorkshire HU15 2AS
Tel/Fax: 01430 423758 (Open 7 days a week)

Complete

¢ BODYGUARDS

FREE REPORT!

Have you ever considered a career as a professional Bodyguard?::.ordo
you just require further information?
Are you nervous or suspicious about who to contact?... orwho
to train with?
We understand your concerns, and we are confident that the expert
advice and guidence contained in our FREE REPORT will provide you
with invaluable assistance in successfully entering this profession

In short, if you want to be a Bodyguard - this is the way to start!

For further details tel: 0207 644 3075 (24 Hrs)
... or write to: Elite Marketing Dept. (S), P.0. Box 2112,
Mitcham, Surrey CR4 1QY U.K.

REGIMENTAL BROOCHES
DIRECT FROM THE MANUFACTURER
Many regiments’ gold brooches in stock

Commissions for that special item undertaken
SUPERB DIAMOND SET BROOCHES MADE TO ORDER

JM.BICKERTON

Manuficturing Jewellers
23 Vyse Street, Birmingham B18 6LE
For List & Quote Tel/Fax:- 0121 551 7366
Callers at our showroom welcome
HIGH QUALITY ASSURED
E.mail jmb@ regimentalbrooches.co.uk
Visit our website www.regimentalbrooches.co.uk

Forces and

x-Service Personnel

OUNDS? DISEASES? INJURIES?
CAUSED BY SERVICE

ALSO INDUSTRIAL INJURIES, DISEASE
.~ AND PERSONAL ACCIDENT CLAIMS

YOU MAY BE ENTITLED TO

Royal Artillery
9¢t gold £140

e e

CALL THE CLAIMS SPECIALISTS! !
FREEPHONE

0500 22 20 22 NOW!

THORN COMPENSATION SERVICES LTD MA Nl{ HOU
MARSHLAND ROAD, MOORENDS, DONC

N TEL: 0207 428 9533
“isiilil FAX: 0207 428 9534
1 : ] o C‘jl-.[i iE‘Jm]E’] B!

A

GS]

Prices from £349
Officers & SNCOs only

@ Garments are personally
fitted and delivered

@ Prices from £349 (NCOs),
including rank and VAT
Please ring for more details on:

01202 302846

Made to Measure Tailoring
B 85 Stewart Road, Bournemouth BH8 8NZ
- Tel: 01202 302846  Fax: 07970 050940
Email: beskardes@yahoo.com

DFBT PROBLEMS"

Are your outgoings more than your income?

Are your creditors threatening you with:
Court summons, Solicitors, Bankruptcy, Bailiffs,
Debt collectors, Disconnection, Attachment of earnings?

If you can answer yes to any of the above, then contact us
now. We provide realistic solutions for all debt problems
without the need to borrow more money.
Telephone 01329 515532
for a FREE and CONFIDENTIAL consultation.

Or visit our website: www.wellbeingservices.co.uk

WELLBEING SERVICES

PROVIDING DEBT SOLUTIONS FOR INDIVIDUALS AND FAMILIES

August 2000 SOLDIER



Buying the
ideal car
needn’t be
L at all taxing

CARFORCE

lN'EN'\ﬁ"ALNIi

MILITARY OVERSEAS DIPLOMATIC SALES

Sussex BN11

Tel: +44 (0) 903 821188
+44 (0)1903 236905

0130 857874

58 Portland Road, \‘gtl)rﬁ'nng,

CARICATYRES

GROUPS
& SINGLES

from photos

'!\.‘ ON-THE-SPOT

at your event

0181 441 6607

ot £i R
i 4 http://www.caricature.co.uk
e-mail:rick@caricature.co.uk

Suppliers of Sweatshirts, Polo Shirts,
TIShirts Hooded Sweatshirts, Rugby
Jerseys, Baseball Caps and many
other items. All can be printed or
embroidered Mbrl free colour

VIST
28

SURREY RH1 3EA
Tel: 01737 645113
Fax: 01737 645892

SPORTS LTD
IGH STREET
MERSTHAM

(" LARFOTRIWG? )

Leaving the forces? Need a strategy?
We can help by providing
quality practical assistance
@ Dynamic CV’s
@ Effective job applications
@ Speculative campaigns
@ Career analysis and interview advice
Being ex forces we have a special
insight into your problems.
Flexible products and prices.
Credit card payments accepted.
Visit our web-site:
www.career-shop.co.uk

or call or fax: 01283 226622
or write to : Career Shop Ltd, PO Box 5634,
Swadlincote, Derbyshire, DE11 0¥X

o

SUPPLIER OF ALI. INCLUSIVE EMBROIDERY 1

ND PRINTING

AN Tee—Shlrts Sweatshirts-Polos
Hooded Sweatshirts-Fleece Jackets
‘# Base Ball Hats

ﬁ Nottingham Smen Pnnls 10, Park Road.
Woodthorpe. Nottingham, NG5 4HR

LOST
‘MEDALS

Replaced in record time

FULL S[ZE & MINIATURE
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE

Write or phone for quotation
RAYMOND D HOLDICH
Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre, 7 Whitcomb Street London
WC2H 7THA
Tel: 0207 930 1979 Fax: 0207 930 1152
www.rdhmedals.com E-mail:rdhmedals@aol.com

\ Tak: O115 9676262 Fax: 0115 9263599 v

T MINIATURE MEDALS ‘
Return of post Service
Example of prices:-
CB: £32; CBE: £20; MC/DCM/MM/QGM: £12;
OBE/MBE/BEM: £12; MSM: £10; LS &GC: £7
Coronation/Jubilee Medal: £9; UN Cyprus: £7
UN Baosnia: £7; Nato (Ifor) medal with clasp.
Former Yugoslavia: £7.50; Accumulated CSM
£7; S/Atlantic + rosette: £7.50; GSM G.VI.R. /
E. I R. with clasp: £10; CSM with clasp: £7.50;
Gulf Medal with clasp: £7.50; NATO (Klor) with
clasp: Kosovo £7; Miniature Mounting Bars for
D.L.Y. mounting :1 space - £1.10; 2 - £1.20; 3 -
£1.30; 4 -£1.40:5 -£1.50,6-£1.60; 7-£1.70
8 - £1.90; 9 - £2.30; 10 - £2.50 plus 17.5%
V.A.T. and £1 postage
® 7-day medal mounting service for
full-size and miniatures in both ‘ordinary’ and
court’ styie
® Wire Blazer Badges @ Mess Kit Badges |
@ Display Cases, medal ribbon, mounting
bars, ribbon bars, efc.
FULL-SIZE MEDALS SUPPLIED
Please write for quotation
Send for comprehensive catalogue 1o the
Medal Specialists
(26p stamp appreciated):
MINIATURE MEDALS
P.0. BOX 4, HINCKLEY
LEICESTERSHIRE LE10 3ZT

Telephone: (01455) 239262

NOTICE TO READERS

The publishers of Soldier Magazine
cannot accept responsibility for the accu-
racy of any advertisement or for any
losses suffered as a result. Readers are
strongly recommended to make their
own enquiries and seek appropriate
commercial, legal and financial advice
before sending any money or entering
into any legally binding agreement.
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TEL: 0113 282 3[H FAX 0113 282 1457

EMBROIDERED LEISUREWEAR

Wide range of quality garments. ~ Low minimum order.
 Full colour brochure. - Caps & Printed garments supplied

Free embroidery proof. No origination charge. ]
Embroidered Polos from £6.00ea, Sweats £8.00ea, T-shirts ﬁw

Banana Moon Workshup_

WO1 (RSM) RD
Alamgln TA (

'MIDLAND CD CLUB
Mail-Order Brass & Military Band CDs

To obtain our free colour catalogue contac! us on.

Tel: 0121 244 4605/6
Fax: 0121 680 9018
E-mail: sales@midland-cd-club.co.uk
www.midland-cd-club.co.uk
Bands who have CDs they would like
to see included in our catalogue,
please contact us for further details.
LATEST RELEASES ALWAYS AVAILABLE

VISTA TIESQ Y,

are Tie Manufacturers and can supply
your existing tie or design you a new one

Please send us a picture of your badge
or cypher and we will post a free coloured
OVER 300
DIFFERENT REGIMENTAL TIES IN STOCK

vy

visual with a quotation.......

* VISTA TIES
28 HIGH STREET
MERSTHAM
SURREY RH1 3EA
Tel:01737 645113 Fax:01737 645892

.
*

BODYLINE

sportswear

Polo Shirts, Tee Shirts,Sweatshirts,
Jackets, Tracksuits, Sport Kits...

Tel; 01709 377986 Fax: 01709 838448

On-line product sourcing
www.bodylinesports.co.uk

UNIFORMS

MADE TO MEASURE
OR's and Officers Mess Dress
OR's and Officers No. 2 Dress
OR's and Officers No.1 Dress

Officers British Warm Overcoats
S.B. Blazers
Regimental D.B. Blazers
Sports Jackets and Trousers
Dinner Suits
Lounge Suits

48Hr. or 2Week Make up

Michael Jay Tailoring
5 TOMO BUSINESS PARK, STOWMARKET
SUFFOLK IP14 5AY
TEL:01370 783 736  FAX:01370 783808




COSTELLO

Civil & Military Bespoke Tailors

o F
LADIES & GENTS MESS KIT

SPECIALISTS

INTEREST FREE CREDIT
For All Your Uniform, Suit, Blazer and
Accessories Contact:

UK: 020 8478 2780 GERMANY: 05252 4631
UK: 284-294 Ley Street. Iiford Essex 1G1 4BS

| STAND BY! STAND BY!
NEW FREE CATALOG

UE
WHEN YOUR JOB
DEMANDS MORE!
WILL YOURKIT
MEET THE
CHALLENGE?

The new SASS

| Catalogue No 15,
is NOT just

another kit list.

It offers you exclusive innovative items and selected issue
equipment. Optional extras, after sales, repair service. ..

For your FREE colour catalogue, write, telephone or fax to the
following address, or send the coupon below to:

SPECIAL AIR-SEA SERVICES
St. George’s Works, St. George’s Quay,
Lancaster, Lancashire, LA1 5QJ
Tel: 01524 64204 - Fax: 01524 844239

Please send me your latest catalogue:

NI e S

X (o [T OUROOP PP PSPPI

" |
Email: info @ sass-kit.fsbusiness.co.uk — Website: www.sass-kit.fsbusiness.co.uk |

""" e POSICOOR! i S

100% Genuine
Army Surplus

MICHAEL JAY
Exclusive HAND CUT

No fakes or cheap imitations " gffs T:"\ILORING
Guaranteed!® Our unbeatable
We know what you the soldier MESS DRESS ;"
needs. We carry all the latest INCLUDES offer “
kit at a price you can afford
Whatever your needs B 14 day Make or |
give us a call! S 43 hr EXPRESS (1
PRI enquiries welcome , Lowest prices ‘
Telephone, fax, write or email B Best fit
for your free catalogue! B Highest quality
318 Molesey Road, Walton On & Best payment terms

Thames, Surrey KT12 45Q
Tel: 01932 229 326 or

Local agent to measure in most areas

Tel:01449 614602 Fax:01449 614604 I

As our customers say
The service is simply unbeatable
5 TOMO BUSINESS PARK STOWMARKET SUFFOLK IP14 54Y

Fax: 01932 227 464
Email: info@army-surplus.co.uk
Web: www.army-surplus.co.uk

PHOENIX WORLD

A full range of pewter and
“cold cast bronze” figurines to suit

your needs.

COMMISSIONS ACCEPTED

Send crossed Cheque/P.O. with order or
S.A.E. for Brochure.

PHOENIX WORLD REPRODUCTIONS
437 Valley Drive, Gravesend,
Kent DA12 5UE.

“Cold cast bronze”

MR115 Tel: Gravesend (01474) 365511.
(approx 25¢m) Fax: (01474) 537166.
| £55.93 incl.

FOR THE VERY LATEST STOCK UPDATE
JUST CALL US - NOW!

01367 710333

&

To get the very best
all-round package, you need -
all the latest facts and cogite ' SY
figures - now they're here

in the brand .new, 2000 Tax Free -
Buyer’s Guide- and it's yours

ABSOLUTELY FREE! For your copy SCE
just call the SCE Information line

on(UK) 01367-710333 now! i :

OR WRITE TO US AT:- SCE LTD, PO BOX 177,
FARINGDON,OXON, UK, SN7 7EW

=

auto international
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Command in Commerce Seminar
Officer’s Resettlement

i
T
Wedtiesday 6 September 2000
Woolwich Garrison, 1000 - 1500 hrs

Applications to: Chelsea Mil - 4256
Tel: 94631 - 4324  Fax: 94631 - 4323

PORTRAITS - MILITARY AND CIVIL

From life or photographs. In oil or watercolour + animal por-
traits.
jhlbeattie @ hotmail.com

Civ. day - tel: 0208-6707225, Studios in Wiltshire & London. Artisit Hugh Beattie

SLST 4th Division

MARQUEE IS
AVAILABLE FOR
HIRE FOR SERVICE
& CIVILIAN FUNCTIONS

SIZE 98’ x 40’

(or smaller sections)
We can supply tables &
chairs

EXCELLENT RATES ¢

For quotes contact Lt Chris Morgan on:
01252 347522 or fax 01252 347525

ACORN MILITARY
SURPLUS

SUPPLIERS OF GENUINE
QUALITY KIT FROM THE FORCES TO THE FORCES
AT THE BEST POSSIBLE DISCOUNT PRICES
CHECK THIS OUT:

BERGEN AND POUCH FROM £80.00
PLCE WEBBING SETS FROM £35.00
GORETEX BIVY BAGS FROM £45.00
Phone today on 020-8502-7520 for fur-

ther discount enquiries or visit our web site at:

www.millisupply.com

8 Acorn Centre, Roebuck Road, Hainault Ind. Est. liford, Essex 1G6 3TU
E mail: peter.pmt@virgin.net

PEN PALS

REPLIES. To reply to a pen pal,
write a letter and send it to Soldier
Magazine at the address below. When
replving to more than one pen pal
please place all the letters in one enve-
lope and send it to Seldier azine.
The box number must be clearly writ-
ten in the top left corner of all your
replies. Replies should consist only of
a letter, and photograph if requested.
Replies received more than three
months after the cover date and large,
heavy or poorly addressed envelopes
will not be forwarded.

TO ADVERTISE FOR A PEN
PAL. Please send for details enclosing
a stampéd, self-addressed envelope to
Soldier Magazine, Ordnance Road,
Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU.

Now which one of you lucky chaps
will be writing to the girl who won the
Miss World competition four years on
the trot (honest!)? Actually, I'm really
29 and quite sweet and would love to
hedr from pen pals, 27+. Bil3

Frank, 31, ex-infantry, athletic
build with excellent humour. Likes
rugby, weights, hiking, the cinema,
beer and having a laugh and is seeking
replies from male pen pals, younger
than 33. P716

Elie, 27 - loves having fun. Which
one of you would like to take this great
opportunity and write to someone with
a very boring and sad personality? This
very lonely person needs a pen pal so
get those pens and start scribbling
today. P717

Wendy, 5’5", slim, cute Forces’
pin-up (I wish)., Loves dancing,
music, custom cars and swimming and
seeks handsome, intelligent soldier,
30-39, with GSOH for pen pal. P718

Karen, 29-year-old blonde. Enjoys
travel, going to the movies, eating out,
meeting people, cooking, photography
and listening to music. Would like to
hear from anvone, 29-35, who would
like to receive some friendly mail.

P719

Pam, 33-year-old, green-eyed
blonde. Likes music, dining out, trav-
elling and generally socialising and
would like to hear from single soldiers,
30-35, from Liverpool. P720

Liz, 26-year-old, attractive, slim,
fun-loving girl. Enjoys reading,
singing, walking and beach-combing.
Demanding management position
leaves very little time to meet new peo-
ple. Looking for male pen pals, 26-40,
sincere and with GSOH please. P721

Sharon, young-looking and blonde
39-year-old. Qualified sports thera-
pist and nurse who likes the theatre,
travel, music and nights in and out.
Seeking replies from pen pals, 35+
with GSOH - senior ranks preferred.

P722

Jen, 38, 5’8", blonde. A primary
school teacher and divorced mother of
wwo children. Hobbies include reading,
walking, photography and visiting
places of interest. Would like to corre-
spond with honest and genuine pen
pals, any age. P723

Belinda, 19. Seeking pen pals, 18-
24, with whom she can discuss similar
interests. Interests are the cinema,
swimming, eating out, shopping, writ-
ing letters, going to the pub, learning
to drive and much more. Photo would
be appreciated.

P724

Josephine, 5’2", 30, slim, atrractive,
fun-loving brunette. Enjoys horse-rid-
ing, dancing, swimming and cycling
and would like to hear from pen pals of
similar age or younger. P725

Tracey, 34, 5’4", outgoing, friendly
and game for a laugh. Divorced with
one daughter and likes football, read-
ing, clubbing and days out. Would like
replies from pen pals, 26-38. P726

Jo, 31, 5’6", slim with reddish-
blonde hair. Likes swimming, walking,
horses, going to the pub, cinema and
concerts. Seeking replies from pen
pals, 28-40. P727

Donna, 27-year-old single mum
with brown eyes and brown hair. Likes
pubs and clubs, the cinema, nights in
and out and socialising. Would like to
P728

hear from pen pals, 27-35.

Suzanne, 28-year-old, blonde air
stewardess. Hobbies include scuba div-
ing, mountaineering, outdoor pursuits,
keeping fit and socialising. Would like
to hear from pen pals, 28-35, world-
wide with similar interests.

P729

Susana, 22, average height and
build, curly, brown hair and blue eyes.
Enjoys camping, travelling, walking
and socialising with friends and family.
Seeking pen pals, 23-27 and will reply
to all letters. P730

Attractive, tall, slim, brunette sin-
gle mum. Likes cycling, sports, travel,
the cinema and dining in/out. Seeking
genuine, caring and honest single pen
pal (n/s), 33-45. P13l

Debby, 33-year-old, bubbly,
cuddly, blue-eyed blonde. Divorced
with two children and enjoys having a
good laugh, pubs, clubs, travelling and
cooking. Seeking pen pals,25+, at
home or abroad, who like partying and
have a GSOH. All letters will receive a
reply. P732

Beth, 19-year-old, blue-eyed
blonde from Northern Ireland. Enjoys
show-jumping, tetrathlon, going to the
pub and night clubs. Seeking pen pals
under the age of 30. P733

Tracey, 31, 5’6", happy and humor-
ous blue-eyed brunette. Enjoys out-
door pursuits, music, swimming, read-
ing and writing, the theatre, field/day
trips and arts and crafts. Would like
replies from Army officers who are
genuine and aged 34-39, P734

The French Foreign Legion- A
Guidebook to Joining. The definitive
guide to joining this elite Army is
packed with information including
selection procedure; recruiting centre
addresses; the 'real’ contact. £15.99 -
Salvo Books, 114 Salisbary Road, St
Judes, Plymouth PL4 8TB. 06/01

Military history bargains - Books
bought and sold. SAE brings cata-
logue. 15 Woodlands, Saltédy,

Birmingham B8 3AG. Tel: 0121 328
2878.

by Kipling & King.
The Collector’s Bible.
Jolume One: (1800-1920) £65.

Volume Two: (1920-1998) £45.

Post free

H. L. & P. King, 3 Saxon Croft,
Farnham, Surrey GU9 7QB.

Tel: 01252 716303




Military history books. Please send
SAE for current catalogue. Free spe-
cialist booksearch. McKenzie, Town
End Farm, Brampton, Appleby,
Cumbria CAl6 6]S. Tel/fax: 017683
51384. EL00

CHURCHILL's SECRET WEA-
PONS - a story of HOBART'S FUN-
NIES (79th Armoured Division).
Signed paperback copy £12.00 direct
from author. TEL/FAX 01273564372.

07/8

Books for Soldiers
experts. Free catalogue. The
Outdoorsman’s Bookstore, 27
Monument Industrial Park, Chalgrove,
Oxon 0X44 TRW. Tel: 01865 400256.
Fax: 01865 400257. 12/00

contact the

Second-hand bookshop requires
books on all subjects, especially muili-
tary and history, We collect! TLON
BOOKS, Merton Abbey Mills,
Merantum Way, London SW19 2RD.
Tel: 0181 540 4371. 1200

FREE MILITARY CATA-
LOGUES!/ books wanted. Will collect.
Attic Books, Sandowne, Tiverton
Heath, Tarporley, Cheshire CW6
9HN. Tel: 01829 732524 1200

“A SOLDIER’S POCKET BOOK”
380 pages of info all soldiers need to
know. Includes: Basic Bartle Skills,
Fieldcraft, Orders, SOPs, Scouts,
Emergency Alarms, Routines in the
Field, Tank Target Indication, Working
with Helicopters, Map Reading,
Orienteering, First Aid, NBC,
Adventure Trg, Skill at Arms SA80,
LSW, Tests and APWTs, GPMG Light
Role, Signals, Mines, MT Driver, AFV
and Aircraft Recognition, etc. ISBN
No: 1-874528-02-0. £7.50 (inc p&p
UK/BFPO). Available from selected
Naafi Branches, Bookshops or by Visa
or cheque from publishers: MILI-
TARY POCKET BOOKS, PO Box
28, Leven, Beverley, East Yorks HU17
5LA. Tel/fax: 01964 542878. Visit
www.milpkbk.co.uk 1200

BUSINESS OPPS

10 good people needed. Work from
home — FT or PT, UK or abroad

without risking your current job. Call
www.hbitl.net/5120 for more derails.
Now open in Cyprus 12/00.

Leaving the Forces? Want THE job
but not A job? Ex-Services in business?
Join The List it’s free. Open o
Services/ex-Services and all ranks. The
essential job search and business direc-
tory. “There was not one person con-
tacted through The List who did not
find ime to help me,” List member.
www.thelistuk.com Tel: 01483 200
863. P O Box 156, Dunsfold,
Godalming GUS 4YH.

Transport
Instructor Skills

Use these skills to build a
very profitable business,
based on proven credentials,
keeping the transport industry
up-to-date with
the ever-changing regulations.

Lic fee - £8,500
Working capital required —
funding available

Tel: 01476 573 297

THE CHEAPEST, brand new car in
the UK. Rover Maestro, LHD, white,
5-door, 3-speed, petrol, 14” wheels,
un-registered 2,495. Excellent eco-
nomical family car. Mr T Watkins, 18
Pound Close, Tarrington, Hereford. Tel
01432 890595. )

WANTED

LEFT HAND DRIVE
VEHICLES
MINI BUSES/VANS
Any condition
Cash buyer

Tel: 0181 534 4016
(10am to 10.30pm seven days)

FOR SA

Bioflow. Magnotherapy Products

for people and pets.
A drug-free approach
to easing aches and pains

NINETY-DAY MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE

For product brochure
and more information contact:
Joanne Clements
INDEPENDENT DISTRIBUTOR
Tel/fax: 020 8650 5010
E-mail: jsbc007@aol.com

(UK AND EUROPEAN DISTRIBUTORS WANTED)

Good quality jumpers in regimental
colours and other military gifts. For
further information please call 020
7924 5007 or Email
infl@smarrtturnout.co.uk or
www.smartturnout.co.uk 120

Bob Allport buys, sells, collects
British Army badges and insignia.
Cash paid for collections. SAE for list
to 11 Blackthorn Grove Telford TA5
OLL.Tel 01952-247284. om0

Nato (KFOR) medal available - full
size £17-62 (UK), £15-00 (BFPO).
Miniature £8.81 (UK), £7-50 (BFPO)
plus £1 postage. Send to Miniature
Medals, P.O. Box 4, Hinckley, LEICS.
LE10 3ZT. 0800
Black and brown brogues, loafers,
cavalry boots and chukka boots in
leather and suede. For further infor-
mation please call 020 7924 5007 or
Email: inf@smartturnout.co.uk or
www.smartturnout.co.uk 1200

BRITISH ARMY CAP BADGES. 3
x Ist stamps. for list. Many scarce.
Anthony Webb, 84, Merritt Road,
Greatstone, New Romney, Kent TN28
BSZ. 12/00

Soldier '95 grade 1, jacket £30-00,
shirt £15-00, trousers £15-00, new
shirt or trousers £22-99. 28' LTR,
patrol pack £35-95. Call CAMO 0208
4820556. 08/00
Patrol packs, chest webbing, map
cases, Bergen liners, Goretex clothing,
windproof smocks, Gerber tools. Free
catalogue, telephone Dragon Supplies
01473 822495. 09/0¢

REME Sergeant's No.1 dress,
immaculate condition with two pairs of
trousers. Worth £800 new — will sell for
£500 ono. Size 22, height 5'10", chest
38", waist 32/34", leg 32 1/2". Phone
Kim 01948 664389. 1100

Military Fine Arts. Britain’s leading
British military art dealer. Access to all
British publishers, artists and dealers.
Send £3.50 for Edition 7, 2,500-item
catalogue (incl 20+ SAS). Cheques
payable to G Jennings-Bramly. 5
Feversham Road, Salisbury SP1 3PP.
Phone: 01722 328523. 12/00

British Military cap badges and
insignia. Send SAE for lists to INKER-
MAN Badges, PO Box 1022,
Coulsdon, Surrey CR5 3]Q. 12100

Cap badges, regimental ties, blazer
badges, medals, insignia. Send £2.00
for list to: Cairncross (Dept S), 31
Belle Vue Street, Filey, North
Yorkshire. Website address

www.cairnxson.freeserve.co.uk 12/00

Army Cap Badges. Send SAE plus
80p for lists. Also military cigarette
cards in sets — send SAE for free list.
Clans and Regiments, 14 Elm Grove,
Aldbrough, East Yorkshire HU11 4RQ.
Guarantee and generous discounts.

12/00

Hand-embroidered wire and
silk thread badges. Quality
and delivery guaranteed.

alsara Internationa

Military insignia sample list, 44
pages, £1.50. Shotton, 7 Peak Road,
Clanfield, Hants or visit
http://freespace.virgin.net/lew.shotton/

10/00

Peter Hicks Associates, compre-
hensive range of military figurines
available in resin bronze and silver.
Commissions always considered.
Ring for information/brochure.
Tel/fax: 01380 B828382. Website:
www.wiltshire-web.co.uk
E-mail: PHA@FSBDial.co.uk 12/00
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Regimental Shields, Plaques and
Shieldclocks. In good company with
most regiments and corps of the
British Army we made your shields for
the Falklands, the Gulf and now
Bosnia and Croatia and most other
UN locations. Let us design your regi-
mental and operational shields. Write
for a full colour brochure to: Military
Marketing International, 74-77
Steward Street, Ladywood,
Birmingham BA18 7AF. Tel/fax: 0121-
4545393, Minimum order 25 Shields.
£10.95, no VAT outside the UK.
Shieldclocks £18.50.
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BRITISH ARMY POSTCARDS.
Superb paintings showing regimental
uniforms and equipment. SAE for cat-
alogue and sample to Geoff White, 19
Rushmoor Lane, Backwell, Bristol
BS48 3BN. 10/00

Quality makers of Army, Navy and
Air Force hand-embroidered badges,
family crests, pipe banners, sashes and
regimental flags in bullion wire or silk.
MELODIUS brand bagpipes and
accessories, practice chanters, flutes in
cocus, sheeshamwood or African
blackwood, drums, bugles and tam-
bourines. Old classical Indian instru-
ments, tablas, tota, bansari sitars, etc at
rock bortom prices. Topflyz Industries,
21/414 Majidpura, Sialkor-51310,
Pakistan. Tel: 0092-432-580913. Fax:
0092-432-588547.E-mail:
topflyzi@skt.comsats.net.pk Website:
www.topflyz.com '

12/00

Last Governor’s and Colony flags
of Hong Kong - 1997. Stitched. Three
sizes. Enquiries to 01242 233530. s

Soldier Magazine - complete collec-
tion starting Dec ‘87. Most in binders.
Space forces sale. Offers invited. Please
phone 01244 301 437 after 6pm. o

British and overseas military
badges, collars, titles, formation signs.
Regular comprehensive stock lists
£2.00. Castle Armoury (S), 18 Castle
Street, Dover CT16 1PW. 12100

Hand embroidered quality wire blaz-
er badges. Send design for sample and
quote. Gemini Insignia Company,
4/477 Khawajgan, Gujrat, Pakistan.ome

HOLIDAYS

Kissimmee, Orlando = three-bed-
room, two bath villa with own pool.
Sleeps 6-8. Disney 15 mins. From
£325 per week, Contact 01371
8504078 after 6pm 01/01

Enjoy a break at our family run
hotel in Scarborough with good food,
relaxed atmosphere and a cosy bar.
Located on the North Bay with
panoramic sea views and close to all
amenities. We specialise in group book-
ings (Messes, clubs, TA, etc) and after
24 years’ in the Services we know what
you expect. Please ring John or Jose
Perry on 01723 373768 08100

NOTICES

DISBANDMENT
5th Bn The Royal Irish Regiment

5 R Irish are to be disbanded on December
31, 2000. Past members who presented
items 1o their respective Messes and wish
them returned are to contact the Bn by
August 31, 2000. Past members should also
be aware of the unveiling of Bn Memorial
to fallen comrades and presentation of New
Colours in early October 2000. (These will
be the final 5th Bn The Royal Irish
Regiment Parades). POC for all details
Ceremonial Events Office 028777 21662
Faugh-a-Ballagh

CHARITY COMMISSION

CHARITY: Certain charities for the bene-
fit of The Royal Anglian Regiment

REFERENCE: 3955217 / 118920

The Charity Commission proposes to make
three Schemes to amend the trusts of these
charities. A copy.of the draft Schemes can
be seen at Regimental Headquarters, The
Royal Anglian Regiment, The Keep, Bury
St Edmunds, Suffolk IP33 3RN or can be
obtained by sending a stamped. addressed
envelope to The Charity Commission,
Woodfield House, Tangier. Taunton,
Somerset TA1 4BL. quoting the above ref-
erence.

CHARITY COMMISSION

CHARITY: Charities for the benefit of the
former 13th/18th Royal Hussars (Queen
Mary’s Own) and the 15th/19th The Kings
Royal Hussars (3011279)

REFERENCE: 3011279 / 88249

I'he Charity Commission proposes (0 make
a Scheme to amend the trusts of this chari-
ty. A copy of the draft Scheme can be seen
at  Home Headquarters, The Light
Dragoons, Fenham Barracks, Newcastle
upon tyne NE2 4NP or can be obtained by
sending a stamped, addressed envelope 1o
The Charity Commission, Woodfield
House. Tangier, Taunton, Somerset TAI
4BL. quoting the above reference.
Comments or representations can be made
within one month from today.
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| REUNIONS |

Dave, radio-communicator from
Scotland, who was in Weymouth
between September 27 & October 1,
1999, Please contact Angela Moser c/o
Cler Sager, Gewerbehofstrasse 4, CH-
2503 Biel Switzerland - Phone 0041
32 323 68 76 or e-mail
Venusstar24(@ hotmail.com.

SERVICES

SOLDIER Magazine sells high qual-
ity photo reprints. Details of sizes and
available by calling the
Photographic Department on 01252
347357

Costs arec

FREE

Inexpensive and comprehensive cover.

Are vou currently paying too much?

Don't wait for your renewal date — find
out now. Call Elite Insurance Services
FREE on 0800 0963058,

We are impartial and independent J

"CONDITIONS OF
ACCEPTANCE

All classified advertisements are
accepted on a pre-paid basis only and
are subject to the following conditions.
The Publishers reserve the right to
decline any copy material of which
they may not approve whether an order
shall have been accepted or not. All
advertisements are accepted subject to
approval and conditionally upon space
being available. The Publishers reserve
the right to make any alteration they
consider necessary or desirable in an
advertisement to meet their approval.
The Publishers also reserve the right to
cancel or suspend any advertisement
. | without stating a reason. While every
endeavour will be made 1o meet the
wishes of advertisers. the Publishers do
not guarantee the insertions of any par-
ticular advertisement. The Publishers
shall not be liable for any loss or dam-
age occasioned by any total or partial
failure (however caused) of publication
or distribution of any edition in which
any advertisement is scheduled to
‘appear. The Publishers shall not be
liable for errors occurring after the first
insertion of an advertisement in a
series. It is the responsibility of the
advertiser to inform the Publishers of
{any such error in sufficient time to
allow the amendment. A voucher copy
will not be supplied. Advertisements
will be placed under the following
headings: Accommodation, Business
Opportunities, Cars, Cars Wanted,
Entertainment, Exhibitions, For
Sale, Gift Services, Holidays, House
Lets, Notices, Property for Sale,
Reunions, Services, Situations
Vacant, Situations Wanted, Training,
| Wanted. Other headings will be
| applied if deemed acceptable by the
Publishers. The placing of an order for
the insertion of an advertisement shall
amount to an acceptance of the above
conditions and any conditions stipulat-
ed by an agency or advertiser shall be
void insofar as they are in conflict with
them.

ARMY SPORTS LOTTERY RESULTS

JUNE, 2000

First (477 runs, £4,400):
Searle, 1 GH, Warminster.

Second (450 runs, £2,200): SSgt
DAT Bumns, 21 Engr Regt,
Osnabriick.

Third (440 runs, £1,700): Pte JD
Shubert, 3 (UK) Div Signal Regt,
Bulford.

Fourth (437 runs, £1,200): CSgt B
Desborough, 5 R Irish.

Fifth (433 runs, £900): W02 CJ
Palmer, HQ Corsham Station.

Sixth (432 runs, £600): LCpl KJ
Maddox, 1 RRW, Paderborn.

Seventh (431 runs, £400): SSgt DM
Pearson, MOD AMD, Ash Vale.

Eighth (429 runs, £300): Maj AD
Perrey, HQ INT Corps, Chicksands.

Ninth (428 runs, £200): LCpl AM
Willoughby, 7 Bn REME, Wat-
tisham.

Tenth (424 runs, £100) Spr CT
Reason, 3 RSME Regt, Minley.

Lt PJ

JUNE 24, 2000

First (547 runs, £4,400): Sgt MF
Veale, 2 CS Regt RLC, Gutersidh.

Second (538 runs, £2,200): Sgt
(name withheld), HQ Hereford Gar-
rison.

Third (528 runs, £1,700): Cpl S
Wark, 1 RGJ.

Fourth (527 runs, £1,200): Sgt PB
Szeremeta, 259 Signal San,
Episkopi.

Fifth (526 runs, £750): Maj G Irving,
1 GS Med Regt, Minster; SSgt PC
Worthing, JSPC (L), Sennelager.

Seventh (522 runs, £400): SSgt G

Fraser, 2 Bn REME, Fallingbostel.

Eighth (519 runs, £300): LSgt SJ
Hynds, 1 SG, London.

Ninth (518 runs, £200): LCpl NS
Judge, 6 Sup Regt RLC, Gutersléh

Tenth (513 runs, £100): Cpl K
Watson, 1 RSME Regt, Chatham.

JULY 1, 2000

First (388 runs, £4,400): Sgt SC
Gray, 12 Regt RA, Sennelager.

Second (367 runs, £2,200): Lt Col K
Smith, AGC Trg GP, Worthy Down.

Third (360 runs, £1,700): Sgt WA
Copland, KRH, Tidworth.

Fourth (355 runs, £1,200): Cpl D
Qlueenan. 6 Sup Regt RLC, Guter-
sléh.

Fifth (349 runs, £750): Sgt DM
Balogh, Cyprus Log Unit, RAF
Akrotiri.

Fifth (349 runs, £750): LCpl BRD
Rix, The Light Dragoons, Hohne.
Seventh (348 runs, £250): Cpl DM
Bailey, Def Animal Centre, Melton
Mowbray; Spr M Bracegirdle, ATR
Bassingbourn; Sgt AJ Medcalf, 1
KORBR, Catterick; LCpl DG
Moody, Lowland Band, Edinburgh.

JULY 8, 2000

First (338 runs, £4,400): Sgt JB
Gray, SEAE, Arborfield.

Second (332 runs, £2,200): LCpl KM
Shardlow, 110 Pro Coy RMP, Sen-
nelager.

Third (323 runs, £1,700): Maj M Bell-
wood, DKMH, Catterick.

Fourth (321 runs, £1,200): Sgt E
Campbell, 1 Hidrs, Catterick.

Fifth (316 runs, £900): LCpl MDL
Williams, DISC SP Unit, Chick-

sands.

Sixth (315 runs, £600): Lt Col WP
Crowley, CPA Abbey Wood.

Seventh (310 runs, £400): Cpl NCG
Hanson, Scots DG, Falli

Eighth (309 runs, £250): LCpl JAde-
wole, The Light Dragoons, Hohne;
LCpl C Maxwell, 3 (UK) Div sag
Regt, Bulford.

Tenth (307 runs, £50): Bdr K Hey-
wood, 47 Regt RA, Thomey Island;
Cpl G Oliver, BVD Ashchurch.

JULY 15, 2000
First (469 runs, £4,400): Pte M
Skillen, 1 KORBR, Catterick.
Second (466 nmn,&:zm LCpl DC
Wood, QRL, Osnabriick.
Th;fhﬂe(fj‘;lm "grla.' £1, %PM.
goons,
Fourth (449 runs, £1,200): WO2 KA
Burke, 20 Tpt Sgn RLC, Londm
Fifth (447 runs, M): Fus PD
Edwards, 1 RWF.

Sixth (442 runs, £600): Cpl M Cum-
mings, UKSU SHAPE.

Seventh (438 runs, £400): LCpl SM
Brown, KRH, Tidworth.

e e
fgﬁv (;}hapt SL Bradley-Walker, ATR
irbri
Tenth (431 runs, £100): Pte TS
Puddle, 4 GS Regt RLC, Abhmn

Join the Army Sports Lotleryi

Application forms avallablafmm
our RAO or from the
anager, Aldershot Mil ext.

NOTICE TO READERS

The publishers of Soldier Magazine cannot accept responsibility for the accuracy of any advertisement or for any losses

suffered as a result. Readers are strongly recommended to make their own enquiries and seek appropriate commercial,

legal and financial advice before sending any money or entering into any legally binding agreement.

f you need more space

or do not wah to cut the magazine, please write clearly on pla»n paper.

COST: 65p PER W OP!" MINIMUM CHARGE £13.00. VAT AT 17.5% MUST BE ADDED
NB: NAME AND ADDRESS AND/OR PHONE NUMBER SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN COST AND ONLY ONE WORD

SHOULD BE INSERTED IN EACH BOX.

IF YOU REQUIRE A CONFIDENTIAL BOX NUMBER ADD £3.00 (INC. VAT) PER INSERTION AND TICK BOX O

WORDS AT 65p =
X INSERTIONS =
VAT AT 17.5% -
BOX NUMBER (INC. VAT)
TOTAL ENCLOSED =
CHEQUE/PO Number

(Payable to SOLDIER)

ALL CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS MUST BE PREPAID AND WILL BE INSERTED IN THE FIRST AVAILABLE ISSUE
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Diary

‘Feathers’
film needs
ex-soldiers

FORMER soldiers are needed for
the latest remake of A E W Mason'’s
The Four Feathers.

Film company OIC wants to
recruit and train a team to provide
the director with a realistic military
group skilled in infantry drills and
tactics of the 1890s.

The group will be used in “close-
to-camera” scenes both within bar-
racks in the UK and in the desert
scenes to be filmed in Morocco.

Contracts will include payment of
between £350 and £400 per five-day
week with meals included, A similar
tax-free payment, accommodation
and all meals will be included during
filming in Morocco.

Those interested and able to
attend training and filming between
August and December are asked to
contact Tony Hood on 020 7381
1937 or download an application
form from www.oic.co.uk/four
feathers.htm

DATES

AUGUST

9: Kneller Hall summer concert
(Bands of RA and AAC). 8pm
(gates open 6pm). Tickets £4 on
night. Advance sales for mini-
mum booking of ten. Details on
0181 898 5533 or ticket hotline |
0181 744 8646.

12-13: Re-enactment Festival,
Kirby Hall, Northants.
SEPTEMBER

2-3: Weapons and Warfare
weekend, National Army Mus-
eum, Chelsea, London

5-10: Middle Wallop Internation-
al Air Show (information/ticket
hotline 0115 912 9196; website
www.mwias.com)

9-17: Royal British Legion Pil-
grimage to Korea for events to
mark the 50th anniversary of the
war.

10: Winchester and District Mili-
taria Society Exhibition and Fair,
Guildhall.

12-16: Royal Hospital, Chelsea
Son et Lumiére 2000 — Men in
Scarlet (020 7881 5308/5309).
24: Aldershot Militaria Society
Exhibition and Fair, Famham
Maltings, Surrey.

NOVEMBER

18: Bugle Call 2000 military
model exhibition, Pavilion North,
Parade Road, Bath (01454
616084).

® To include public events in this
diary, contact the Editor.

.

Jatchrwhiteawedding;

A

Great honour: We don’t often feature
weddings in these pages . . . but reck-
oned we had to make an exception for Pte
Gary McMillan, of the 1st Battalion, The
Black Watch, and his new bride, Adele
Morman. The Cowdenbeath couple can
probably claim to having had the largest
guard of honour in the history of the reg-
iment . . . the entire battalion and the
Pipes and Drums turned out for their nup-
tials at Dunfermline Abbey.

Gary and Adele had the good fortune to
get hitched on the same day the Black
Watch was exercising its Freedom of
Dunfermline, so the traditional march
through the streets with colours flying
and drums beating was timed so that the
regiment could call in on the abbey.

As well as Gary’s colleagues from the
1st Battalion, the parade was also made
up of the Territorial Army’s A Company,
51st Highland Regiment, and the Black
Watch Army Cadet Force.

Somme victim
is laid to rest
after 84 years

LAST respects were paid to a First World War sol-
dier on July 1 when the funeral of Pte George
Nugent was conducted at Ovillers, France, 84
years to the day after he was killed on the first day
of the Battle of the Somme. His remains were found
in 1998.

Present at the funeral were 1,000 people, includ-
ing members of his family, Sir Michael Jay, British
Ambassador to France, senior officers from the
British and French armies and representatives from
the Northumberland Fusiliers Association.

Something’s brewing

SSAFA Forces Help is teaming up with the
National Blood Service for its annual Big Brew Up
between September 18 and 24.

Serving men and women can do a double good
turn by giving a pint of blood and then raising a
cuppa in aid of SSAFA, the national charity which
helps serving and ex-serving men, women and their
families.

Contact the appeals department at SSAFA
Forces Help on 020 7463 9300 or 020 7463 9210 or
visit www.ssafa.org.uk

Gigantic effort

Soldiers from Scunthorpe-based 147 REME (V)
Port and Reclamation Company helped local
strongman lan (Chalky) White tow a one-tonpe
model dinosaur around the town to raise £1,000 to
improve children’s facilities in a local park. A piper
from 102 Battalion Pipe Band led the way.

Per’s flying visit
Balloonist Per Lindstrand, who made a notable
attempt to circumnavigate the globe in a hot air bal-
loon with Richard Branson, visited the Defence
Helicopter Flying School at RAF Shawbury

Hot spot: To mark the millennium, Northern
Ireland-based 5 Regiment AAC commissioned
a silver centrepiece unmistakably connected
with Army Air Corps operations in the
Province. After some soul-searching, Bess-
brook Mill, one of the hottest spots for aviators
in Northern Ireland, was chosen.

Designed and built by silversmith Roger
Squires, pictured, in his workshop at Lains
Farm, Quarley in Hampshire, the piece repro-
duces Bessbrook’s buildings, security fence,
landing pads, aircraft and capbadge in sterling
silver. The surrounding area is fashioned
from patinated bronze, all mounted on a
hardwood base with silver plaques showing
the names of COs, squadron and REME
Workshop commanders.

Welsh queries
ANYONE making a telephone enquiry to the
Ministry of Defence and who prefers to speak in
Welsh can now call a new Welsh Language
Helpline on 01554 821 413.

Children’s Canadian tribute

Kent schoolchildren laid posies on the graves of
Canadian soldiers from the First World War buried
in the Shorncliffe Military Cemetery at Folke-
stone. The annual ceremony, carried out on
Canada Day, dates back to 1919. In many cases,
children from the same families have carried the
posies from generation to generation.
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Names from history
found on memorial

PTE Steven Brain of the Intelligence Corps
unearthed a bit of family history during a bat-
tlefield tour to the Somme by 43 recruits and
four permanent staff from ATR Winchester. -

While visiting the Thiepval Memorial to the
missing, he found the names of his great-
grandfather and great-uncle. Neither he nor
his family had known the names of the Brain
brothers where on the memorial. The party
was guided by Col (Retd) Christopher New-
bould, of the Royal British Legion.

Digging up the facts

A series of hour-long lunchtime lectures is to
be held at the National Army Museum on
Thursdays throughout September to show
how modermn understanding of past battles —
the Somme, Naseby and Towton — can be
increased by using the latest archaeological
techniques. Ring 020 7730 0717 for details.
The NAM is hosting an exhibition to mark the
50th anniversary of the outbreak of the Korean
War until October 10.

ea for two

brave young soldiers

RITA Restorick, the mother of the last British
soldier killed by the IRA, is raising funds for a
memorial and is asking Soldier readers for
help.

Her son, LBdr Stephen Restorick, 3 RHA,
was killed by the IRA in February, 1997, as he
manned a checkpoint. The memorial will also
commemorate 24-year-old Cpl Michael
Boddy, R Anglian, who was killed by a sniper
in Belfast in 1972.

It is hoped the memorial, in the form of a low
circle of bricks containing a pile of rocks from
the mountains of Mourne over which water will
cascade, will go in a small park in the centre of
Peterborough, the hometown of both men.

Although Mrs Restorick has been able to
persuade firms to donate the raw materials, it

_

FIFTEEN young people, 12 of them unemployed,

were the latest to complete an action-packed

12-week programme as part of the Prince’s Trust.
They were led by a team leader from the Army -
LCpl Simon Johnson, from 27 Transport Regiment
RLC, who was seconded to a programme designed to
develop confidence, motivation and key skills in

people aged from 16 to 25.

“The team leader gets an action-packed time away
from the regiment,” said LCpl Johnson. “And there is
the added responsibility and experience of working
with a diverse group of people. It is a big challenge

and a test of tolerance and leadership.”

® Those interested in becoming a Prince's Trust team
leader are invited to contact Lt Col Charles Jackman on

020 7543 1328.

Water feature:

Lucas, Aysha Mulla and Jason Lupton
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Prince’s Trust volunteers Victoria
Troup and LCpl Simon Johnson, front, and Michael

will still cost about £8,000 to have the excava-
tion and construction work carried out. So far
she has raised £2,000 and hopes to have the
memorial in place for Remembrance Day this
year.

“It is very symbolic to me that the first, and to
date the last, soldier to lose their lives in North-
ern Ireland were from the Royal Artillery,” she
said. “It is also symbolic that the dates of the
deaths of these two young soldiers cover
almost the entire timespan of that conflict.

“Please help me achieve my dream of a fit-
ting tribute to these two brave young men who
gave their lives for their country.”

Donations to The Stephen Restorick Memo-
rial Fund, 2 Fairview Avenue, Underwood,
Notts, NG16 5GD.

Picture: Steve Dock

Cupboard that

hid a soldier
for three years

DURING heavy fighting near Le
Cateau in the early days of the First

World War, Pte Patrick Fowler of
the 11th Hussars was cut off
behind enemy lines.

He evaded capture for some
months, living off the land until in
the bitter winter a farmer brought
him into a French village. He was
taken to the house of a widow and
her daughter, where he was hidden
in a cupboard because the house
also billeted unsuspecting German
soldiers.

The cupboard was to remain his
home for more than three years
until the village was liberated by the
advancing Allies. Throughout this
time the women shared their
meagre food with him and lived in
constant fear of being discovered.

Fowler was reunited with his reg-
iment and in due course the brave
women were brought to England,
presented to the King and Queen
and appointed honorary OBEs.

Now the amazing story is set to
become a major film — perhaps star-
ring Robert Carlisle and Jeanne
Moreau — casting the spotlight on
The King’s Royal Hussars
Museum in Winchester, where the
actual cupboard can be seen and
the full details of the story are told.
The King's Royal Hussars Museum in Win-
chester is open Tuesdays to Fridays from

1000 to 1600 and from 1200 to 1600 on Satur-
days and Sundays. Tel: 01962 828541.

To appear in this feature, contact the Editor
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Bulletin board

KCB
Lt Gen C Drewry, CBE, late WG.

CB
Maj Gen J Milne, late RA; Maj Gen G Risius,
late AGC; Maj Gen P Trousdell, late R lrish.

CBE
Brig P Foxton, late RAOC; Col M Haworth,
OBE, late Kings; Col J Lacey, OBE, late R
Anglian; Brig M Speller, MBE, late RTR.

OBE

Lt Col P Budd, RLC; Col G Dodds, MBE, late
RE; Lt Col M Hewetson, AAC; Lt Col C
Hughes, Staffords; Lt Col P McLelland,
PWRR,; Lt Col J Page, MBE, Para; Acting Col
T Quinn, ACF; Lt Col A Richards, Para; Lt Col
R Smith, RA, TA; Lt Col R Steel, APTC; Lt Col
S Watts, CA Mus.

MBE
Maj G Bacon, AAC, TA; Maj D Baggaley.
APTC; CSqgt T Balloch, Hidrs; Maj G Bateman,
RLC; Sgt A Beard, RE; Sgt J Burns, RA; Cpl S
Byme, Int Corps; Maj K Molyneux-Carter,
RRF; Cpl R Clydesdale, RE; Acting Maj L
Collins, Shropshire ACF; Maj J Compston, R
Signals; Maj G Connelly, RHF; Lt Col M

Cooper, RE; Maj R Davies, AAC; W02 E
Dobson, RA, TA; WO1 | Girvin, QGM, RA; Maj
S Gray, RGBW; Capt G Gurung, MVO, QG
Signals; Maj | Harrison, RA; WO2 J Hemp-
shall, RA; WO1 1 M Hobbins, RLC; WO1 A
Hope, REME; Maj K Howard,TD, AGC, TA;
Maj K Hume, RWF; Maj D Rankin-Hunt, MVO,
TD, London Regt, TA; Maj M Jones, RE; WO1
K Keast, AGC; Maj K Lane, RA; Maj L Laven-
der, AGC(SPS); Capt J Le Feuvre, RA; Sgt L
Lewis, Para; WO2 P Lewis, R Signals; WO1 M
Lloyd, RLC; Capt N Loader, RLC; Maj M
Lowe, Para; Maj A McCord, R Irish; SSgt S
Mean, RLC, TA; WOI 1 K Meek, RLC; CSgt J
Millar, KORBR; Maj J Monteith, BW; Maj M
Neve, RLC; Lt Col G Pearce, RLC; Capt A
Pigg, DWR; Maj G Pomroy, RLC; Maj K Seek-
ings, Para; Cpl A Smith, KORBR; Sgt S Smith,
RA; Cpl M Sterritt, R Irish; Maj M Todd, QRL,;
Capt W Turnbull, 52nd Lowland Regt, TA; Lt
Col M Underhill, RLC; Maj T Urch, RE; Capt V
Westbrook, QRL, TA; Maj R Whiteway, RA; Lt
Col C Wilks, RE; Maj N Williams, RE.

QVRM
Col C Gardiner, TD, ADC, late RE, TA; Maj |
Hankinson, RLC, TA; Rev R McKelvey, TD,
RACD, TA; WO2 P Snaddon, 51st Hid Regt,
TA.

16 Signal Regiment (1960s): Reunion on
Sept 1-4, to include HQ BAOR Sig Tp Reunion
Club. Details of the “60's 16ers” and reunion
from Chris Bartlett, 45 Whitehouse Road,
Leigh on Sea, Essex SS9 5SR (tel 01702
524620) or chris60’s16er@tesco.net

723 (CS) Squad RM (1959-60). Reunion at
Exmouth on Sept 8. Details from Dave
Prichard on 029 20790233.

Wolverhampton  Guards  (Household
Division) meet every first Thursday in the
month at  WUISC, Humber Road,
Wolverhampton. Dinner-dance on Sept 22..
* Contact Ted Clarke on 0121 552 2227.

4th (1/4th and 2/4th) and 4/5th (TA)

Battalions, The Royal Hampshire
Regiment: Fifty-fourth annual reunion,
Newburgh House, Winchester, Sept 23.

Tickets, details from Maj lan Taylor, 4 Cedar
Wood Close, Fair Oak, Eastleigh, Hants SO50
7LN (tel 023 8069 4771) or Western HQ,
PWRR, Serles House, Southgate Street,
Winchester SO23 9EG.

South Notts Hussars Association: Reunion
dinner at TA Centre, Bulwell, Nottingham, Nov
11. Former members should contact Capt G E
Aldridge, 6 Goodwood Drive, Toton,
Nottingham NG9 6HX (tel 0115 972 5909).

National Service Veterans Alliance reunion,
Oct 14-15, Britannia Hotel, Coventry. Details
from Ken Wakeman on 020 8850 2246.

DSMRC Headley Court: Past and present
reunion to commemorate the 50th anniversary
of DSMRC Headley Court, home of Armed
Forces rehabilitation, will be held on May 19.
Those who served there or at JSMRU
Chessington should contact Fit Lt Bob Jones,
c/o Physiotherapy Sept, DSMRC Headley
Court, Epsom, Surrey KT18 6JN or at
. robejone@dsca.gov.uk
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Battle of Britain 60th anniversary charity ball,
Royal Lancaster Hotel, Hyde Park, London,
Sept 15. Tel 020 7798 5519 or e-mail
60thbob-ball@virginnet.co.uk

4th Regiment RA, Walsall: Reunion dinner,
Walsall, Oct 14, Details: Mick Avery on 01902
570942 or Pete Lazell on 020 734 15278.

RMP Association, Aldershot Branch:
Celebration weekend to mark 54 years of
service, Aug 5 and 6. Details from secretary,
W A Taylor, 01252 524826.

ATS Dinner Club will hold its annual luncheon
on Saturday September 30 at the Hotel
Leofric, Broadgate, Coventry (12 noon). Ex-
ATS may obtain tickets from Mrs M Rogers,
103 Lion House Road, Hailsham, E Sussex,
BN27 2SE.

Sixth Somerset Light Infantry 1955-59 all-
ranks reunion on Oct 7 in Taunton. Attached
personnel, wives and pariners welcome.
Seeking ex-Ptes (Reg) Hathaway, Knight,
Walters (RAEC Plymouth 1956), Ex-LCpl
“Skin” Williams ACC (from Liverpool, in
Cyprus 1956). Organiser Dave Williams, 29
Knowle End, Woolavington, Bridgwater, TA7
8JH (01278 683022).

Hong Kong: All who served in Sek Kong,
Kowloon or Hong Kong between 1995 and the
handover in 1997 who wish to attend the next
reunion in Winchester on Oct 7 please contact
WO2 Dave Wood on Worthy Down 94271 ext

2364 or 01962 887364 or e-mail
hk2000reunion @hotmail.com
British Korean Veterans Association

Northampton Branch Standard Dedication
Service will be held at St Mary’s Church,
Roade, Northants, on Sept 24 followed by a
march-past and reception. Details from R J
Fuller, 25 Jubilee Road, Daventry, Northants
NN11 5HB (01372 872964).

ATpr Nacanieli Draunidalo, of 668 Squad-
ron, 2 Trng Regt,AAC, Middle Wallop, Stock-
bridge, Hants SO20 8D, is asked to contact
his cousin Jone, on +679 956007 or 679
30883, whose message “to all the Fiji boys" is
that all is well at home and returning to normal.

Calling all ex-permanent staff of 9 Fid
Wksp(V)/128 Reclam Co (V). There will be an
all-ranks reunion at the TA Centre,
Portsmouth, on Sept 23. For further details,
phone 023 9267 5808.

Paul Stevens seeks news of his grandfather,
Matthew Robson Petty, who was in the
RASC and was posted to the Shetland Islands
in Oct1943. Replies to 9 Higher Westlake
Road, Roundswell, Barnstaple, N Devon
EX31 3XN.

Great-niece, wishes to trace other surviving
relatives of Joseph Livingstone Campbell, a
rivetter from Walker, Newcastle, who died in
the First World War, leaving a wife and two
girls. Contact Ms Iris J Campbell, 18 Lam-
boumn Avenue, benton, Newcastle upon Tyne,
NE12 8DQ.

More than 160 members of the 5th Battalion,
The Queen's Royal Regiment attended a
reunion at Guildford in May. Any elderly
Queensmen in need of assistance should
contact Stuart Browning on 01483 892474,

Details, photos, events, publications, memo-
ries, anecdotes, unit names associated with
Bielefeld Barracks in Bielefeld, Germany
since 1945 sought by Dieter Stuckmann,
Weissenburger Strasse 36, D-33607 Biele-
feld, Germany.

City of London RAMC Association meets at
TA Headquarters,, Braganza Street on the first
Wednesday of February, May, August and
November. Details from J Keen on 920 8651
6050.

Information sought on the whereabouts of
Ben Tippin, from Liverpool, who served in the
Eighth Army (Desert Rats), 1940-45, spend-
ing time in Jerusalem. Contact his comrade
Ken Porter (known as Nippo) on 01202
521975. ,

Information sought on any former member of
Crawley and District Branch, Royal Engi-
neers Association, for completion of records
and particularly location of 1955-66 records
and branch standard. Other sappers in
Sussex-Surrey area also invited to make con-
tact with Tony Muir, “Dockray”, 1 Perryfield
Road, Southgate, Crawley, W Sussex, RH11
8AA.

Former chum from Walton High School,
Nelson Lancs,organising a reunion, wishes to
contact Neil Poole, who joined the Army in
1986 and may be serving in Colchester.Con-
tact Cpl Byles (formerly Sedman) 34 Venning
Road, Arborfield, Reading, Berks RG2 9LU or
se byles.screaming.n

New members will be welcomed by the Army
Guild of Bellringers. The autumn meeting is
being held on Sept 2 at Cosgrove, St Mar-
garet, Northamptonshire. Details can be
obtained from Barry Sexton on 01483 474669
or armyguildringers @ hotmail.com
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Ensuring Slim’s Army
will be remembered

COLONEL Michael Hickey, this
year's winner of the Westminster
Medal for military writing, has
done much to ensure
that Slim’s 14th Army
in Burma, which won
= 29 VCs and five GCs,

The '
niorgettable Army| ten. His 1992 book,
fim's XIVth Army in Barma| The Unforgettable

Army, now out in
paperback from
Spellmount at
£16.95, is a substan-
tial tribute to the
heroic Servicemen
from Britain, India, Nepal, Africa,
America, Burma and China. It has
a foreword by Col the Viscount
Slim, son of the legendary com-
mander, and 37 pages of appen-
dices giving orders of battle,
casualties and other details.

by Michael Hickey

Falklands episode
in Gurkha tribute

ALTHOUGH previous years are
touched upon, the main purpose
of The Autumn Years (Spell-
- mount), the late Brig

E D (Birdie) Smith’s
limited-edition third
and final volume of
the 92-year history of
the 7th Duke of Edin-
= burgh’'s Own Gurkha

¥ Rifles, is to record its
achievements from
1972 until its dis-
bandment in 1994,
including the regi-
ment's participation in the Falk-
lands conflict. Readers of Soldier
can obtain this fine illustrated trib-
ute at the special price of £15,
plus £3 p&p, from Hon Sec
7GRRA, Dene Cottage, Monxton,
Andover, Hants SP11 8AL.

Trench warfare owed
much to middle ages

AS a follow-up to his well-
received Weapons of the Trench
War, former Ministry of Defence

civil servant Anthony
DOM'NA“N Saunders has pro-
THE ENEMY

duced a fascinating

guide to the devices
a such as shields,

periscopes and mir-
rors used by the sol-
dier to help survive on
the Western Front.
Dominating the
| Enemy: War in the

Trenches 1914-1918

(Sutton, £19.99) reminds us that
maces were used on foot patrols.
What with body armour, helmets
and face-protectors, the reader
can be forgiven for assuming that
warfare, despite the tank, had not
progressed much since the days
of Henry VIII.

is anything but forgot-

Sharpe practice
in the Peninsula

Review by leading Napoleonic
historian lan Fletcher*

AFTER the great success of
the Sharpe novels and TV
series, many people now
believe there was a 19th-cen-
tury version of the SAS skulk-
ing around Spain and
Portugal, engaged on secret
missions and bumping-off
hapless Frenchies.

So much myth and legend
surrounds the 95th Rifles that
Philipp Elliot-Wright’s
Rifleman is a timely
reminder of how things
really were. Of course,
the book is not solely
about the 95th, for
the 5/60th was an
integral part of
Wellington’s army
between 1808 and
1814.

The problem is that,
unlike the 95th, which
fought in battalions,
albeit sometimes weak
ones, the 5/60th was
broken up into compa-
nies and scattered
throughout the army. Hence it
is far easier to follow the 95th.

. “what-they-did,

Rifleman by Philipp Elliot-Wright.
Books,

(Military
£18.99.)

lNlustrated

This, however, i1s not just a
where-they-
went” book, for it begins with
the origin of the rifleman in
Europe and North America
and ends with his post-
Napoleonic legacy.

In between these two chap-
ters we discover how the rifle-
man was armed, we follow
him on campaign and in
battle, through Europe and
South America, to the

Peninsula and finally to
Waterloo.

My only criticism
would be that, like
some other works on
the Peninsula,
the story
ends rather
abruptly at
Vittoria. True, there is a
piece on Tarbes, an ex-
tremely hard fight for the
Rifles in March 1814, but
the opportunity of examin-
ing the Rifles in action in
the Pyrenees and Southern
France is missed.

The real value of this book
lies in the analysis of the func-
tion of the rifleman, for he
represented a tremendous
break from tradition in the
British Army, both in his role
in battle, on campaign and in
his armament.

Rifleman is a book that gets
to the parts other books do
not reach by examining a mul-
titude of important aspects of
this soldier’s role.

It is obvious that a great
deal of research has gone into
itand it is an absolute must for
students of riflemen and of
light infantry in general (as
well as fans of Sharpe). It is,
without doubt, the definitive
book on the subject.

*lan Fletcher is the author of
many books on the Napoleonic
Wars, including the recently-pub-
lished Galloping at Everything
(Spellmount, £20), a reappraisal
of the British cavalry in the Penin-
sular War. He is a Fellow of the
International Napoleonic Society
and a member of the British Com-
mission for Military History. Rifle-
man is available in all good
bookshops or by telephoning
(UK) 01226 734555 or (US) 1 800
418 6065.

Encyclopedia of the Boer War
by Martin Marix Evans. Indis-
pensable 414-page companion
for historians and general read-
ers alike, with an A-Z, maps and
other illustrations, chronology,
documents, bibliography. (ABC-
CLID, Oxford, paperback,
£14.99.)

Modern Machine-Guns by John
Walter. Latest addition to the
Greenhill  Military Manuals
series. (Greenhill, £13.95.)

Military Small Arms of the 20th
Century by lan V Hogg and John
Weeks. Expanded, updated sev-
enth edition of the illustrated

Soldier ordering service

All books mentioned on these pages are
available from Helion & Company, who
can also supply 14,500 in-print military
books and operate a free booksearch;
p&p is extra. All major credit/switch
cards taken. Please allow up to 28 days

encyclopedia. (Greenhill, large-
format paperback, £19.99.)

An Unorthodox Soldier: Peace
and War and the Sandline
Affair by Lt Col Tim Spicer.
Sandhurst Sword of Honour, The
Scots Guards, Northemn lreland,
the Falklands, Bosnia, capture at
gunpoint in New Guinea, “Arms
for Africa”, Sierra Leone, worry-
ing predictions of trouble ahead
— it is all racy and readable stuff,
and it is not a novel. (Main-
stream, paperback, £7.99.)

Queen’s Own Highlanders by
David J Hunter. Latest in the col-
lectable series, Famous Regi-

for delivery. Postal address: Helion &
Company, 26 Willow Road, Solihull,
West Midlands B91 1UE, UK (tel 0121
705 3393; fax 0121 711 1315).
E-mail: books @helion.co.uk
Website: http://www.helion.co.uk

ments on Cigarette and Trade
Cards, and produced with the
help of the regimental museum.
(£7.99 plus 60p p&p from the
author at 11 Sunnindale Drive,

Tollerton, Nottingham, NG12
4ES))

Reflections 1939-1945 by
Charles Farrell. Personal

memoir of service as a 25-year-
old major commanding a tank
squadron in the Scots Guards
from Normandy to the Baltio.
The author was awarded the MC
and MiD. (Pentland Press,
£12.50.)

The Mammoth Book of Sword
of Honour edited by Mike
Ashley. Almost 600 pages of mil-
itary adventure stories by Conan
Doyle, George MacDonald
Fraser and .others, with a fore-
word by Bernard Comwell.
(Robinson, paperback, £6.99.)
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Update yourself on
guided weapons

FOR those who want to gain a
better understanding of the tech-
nicalities of the modern battle-
field, particularly the
design implications,
Brassey’s Land War-
fare series provides
concise and authori-
tative texts and dia-
grams. The revised
fourth edition of
Guided Weapons
(£35), by J F Rouse,
of the Royal Military
College of Science,
Shrivenham, explains the tech-
nology and development of such
systems and their use against
armoured vehicles, ground tar-
gets and aircraft. It also brings us
up to date on all recent
advances, with particular empha-
sis on fibre-optic guidance.

‘Micks’ family album

Review by Brig Sebastian Roberts* Irish Guards: The First Hundred Years

1900-2000 (Spelimount, £24.95). GUIDED

WEAPONS

I MUST declare my interest: as a serving Irish
Guardsman, this is my family album, and I love
it. But you don’t have to be a Mick to enjoy this
marvellous book.

The pride, affection, tragedy and humour of
the family regiment shines through what is a new
and brilliant way of producing a regimental his-
tory.

For this really is the family photograph album,
lovingly chosen by an editorial team of Micks led
by Col Sir William Mahon Bt. I commend it to
all soldiers and anyone interested in the history
of the United Kingdom and her Army.

Like with any good book or album, you are left
yearning for more. I hope sincerely that the
Micks are already preparing a second edition, to
include other heroic regimental figures like “the
man who was Greenmantle”, Aubrey Herbert,
who bluffed his way into the lst Bartalion in
August 1914, in spite of being rejected for being
blind, and had won his MC within a month;
Paddy Leigh Fermor, who, “ill met by moon-
light”, captured the German general in Crete; or
Big Desmond Lynch, the legendary RSM of |
Mons.

Every Mick will have other memories to add;
every reader will enjoy a terrific book; and every
regiment should follow suit. This is regimental
history at its best.

2 4

Verity - a true sporting hero

This blockbuster is
the real Ryan story

ANYONE looking for the defini-
tive “good read” would do well to
consider The Guns of War
(Robinson paper-
back, £12.99), which
combines Canadian ) -
D-Day veteran 5 i
George Blackburn's
Second World War
memoirs The Guns
of Normandy and
The Guns of Victory.
The resultis a grip-
ping, 500-page, first-
hand testimony
written with the immediacy of the
present tense and which has

GEORGE 6. BOACKBURN

:l| .

g/

*Brig Roberts is Director of Corporate Com-
munications (Army) and Regimental Lieu-
tenant Colonel Irish Guards

CRICKETERS or not, all

* members of the Army should
cherish the name of Hedley
Verity, the master spin-bowler
of unyielding menace.

Alan Hill’s biography of this
diligent and observant crick-
eter has been reissued, 57
years after Verity’s death after
being wounded in action with
the Green Howards in Italy.

Verity headed the English
bowling averages in his first
season with Yorkshire and
twice took ten wickets in an
innings. Overall, his mesmeric
left-arm spin yielded 1,956
wickets, including 144 for
England, in less than ten
years.

This book, which won the
Cricket Society’s Jubilee Lit-
erary Award in 1986, contains
a foreword by Wisden’s
Cricketer of the Century, Sir
Donald Bradman, whom
Verity twice dismissed at
Lord’s in June 1934 to mas-

.termind England’s only victo-
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Hedley Verity — Portrait of a
Cricketer by Alan Hill (Main-
stream Publishing, £14.99).

ry over Australia at cricket’s
headquarters in a century.

It also includes a revealing
memoir of Verity’s boyhood in
Leeds and an Australian tour
journal for 1932-33.

Much of the book naturally
concentrates on his rise to
fame, first with Yorkshire and

then England. The account of

his final first-class match at
Hove, where his figures were
an amazing 6-1-9-7, is partic-
ularly poignant given subse-
quent events.

Two excellent chapters on
Verity’s military career detail
his journey into the Green
Howards (he was gazetted in
1939). He was not alone
among famous English crick-
eters passing through the
Depot at Richmond. Others
included Sir Leonard Hutton,
Herbert Sutcliffe, Maurice

Levland and Arthur Wood.
What a formidable regimental
side that would have made!

After various overseas post-
ings Capt Verity was with the
Green Howards when they
launched their first aitack in
Sicily on July 10, 1943. The
detailed account of his
wounding, evacuation, opera-
tion and final few days is
detailed and vivid. He died on
the afternoon of July 31,
1943.

This readable book con-
tains a full statistical analysis
of his career in the appen-
dices. The figures speak for
themselves but give only a
hint of what might have been
achieved, but for the war.

Alan Hill shows Hedley
Verity to be a shy, modest man
who was not only one of the
finest slow left-arm bowlers of
all time, but a real profession-
al in all that he did and one of
the Army’s true sporting
heroes - D.R.E.O’K.

been dubbed a “vivid account of
the real world of Saving Private
Ryan’. Blackburn's artillery unit
landed in Normandy and was in
the front-line continuously for the
next ten months.

Jeep and cheerful,
but what a classic

MOST people know Jeep refers
to a four-wheel-drive vehicle but
there are still those (including
owners of the modern
“fun” FWDs) who
don't appreciate that
the Americans
derived the word from
GP, or general pur-
pose. As John Carroll
reminds us in Jeep
(Sutton, £14.99) it
was conceived as a
simple, robust, light,
utility vehicle for the
Allied armies in the Second
World War and has since served
well in other conflicts, notably
Korea. This connoisseur's story
of a classic is superbly illustrated
with many black-and-white pho-
tographs, some rare.




Mailbag

Army ‘family’
divided into

two homes
in same road

| SYMPATHISE with WO2 Alger (“Let single
soldiers rent Army quarters”, June).

| am also a single soldier in a committed
heterosexual relationship with another serv-
ing soldier — committed to the extent of
having a “planned” daughter and a step-
daughter from my partner’s previous mar-
riage.

At present we are both serving in North-
ern Ireland and were both allocated quarters
at the same station, in the same road. This
caused amusement among the neighbours
as they spotted us at various hours through-
out the day and night traipsing across the
road with children, babies and dog in tow.

Due to the lack of stability this caused,
the eldest daughter, aged seven, started
asking which house she was sleeping in
tonight, so we took the big step of buying
our own house, which has provided a mark-
ed improvement in terms of quality of life.

But as they say, life goes on and we are
both posted in the New Year back to the
mainland. | contacted the Defence Housing
Executive, which informed us that as we
were not married we would again be allocat-
ed two quarters and not necessarily in the
same area.

This has resulted in my partner and |
having to get married before we are posted
if we wish to live together. | do not feel that
“forcing” people into marriage in this way
can be conducive to lowering the divorce
rate and that a more modern view of rela-
tionships outside marriage should be taken.

As WO2 Alger states, it has been shown
to work in other armies, why not ours? — Cpl
N Burnham, 7 RMP, BFPO 801.

Lack of respect

| AM a reservist serving six months in
Bosnia, my second tour in three years.

There were many factors in my leaving
the Army but | would like to mention one in
particular.

| served three years with 16 Regt in Dort-
mund and had a house in Massen. In Ger-
many they like to put specific refuse into
certain binbags — for example, plastics,
wood and paper would all go into differently-
coloured bags.

You can imagine my surprise when | was
called in front of the RSM with the estate
warden present, to be told | had put an item
in the wrong binbag and that | would be
penalised.

What did this sergeant major get out of
making a young gunner's life difficult?
Maybe if we all treated each other with more
respect and tact the Army would not be as
short of men and women as it is today.

| must add that reservists are treated so
much better. Why can'’t they do this when
you're a Regular? — Gnr Mark J Munn, 19
Regt RA, 28/143 Bty, Ljubija, BFPO 553.

| wish the Army vvould
‘get with the program’

AFTER reading the July Vox pop feature
(“Living-in and let live™), I thought I'd
put pen to paper.

My girlfriend and I are both single sol-
diers living in our respective
accommodation, I in a room
with two other guys, she in a room of her
own. The Army says we’re not allowed
into each other’s rooms.

I share with two others, so I wouldn’t
bring her to mine. But she has a room of
her own which would give us privacy.

Prize letter

e are both 26 but basically the Army
is saymg that the only places we’re
allowed to meet on camp are in the vari-
ous squadron bars and messes or the
WRVS. Is that acceptable?

Next thing we know, we’ll have
to have a chaperone. I wish the Army
would get with the program. Just because
you're not married doesn’t mean you're
not entitled to privacy. — LCpl John
Donaghue, Dog Section, Pioneer Def
Tp, LSAU, BFPO 801.

Petrol price climb
hits us even more

I AGREE with Maj Giggins (June) in his
view that Recompense in Lieu of Reloca-
tion (RILOR) is derisory and fails to
cover even fuel costs, let alone increased
wear-and-tear and depreciation of the
vehicle.

As I write, fuel costs have increased
from his figure of 78.9p to 86.9p per litre
(36p per gallon) with no corresponding
increase in RILOR.

It certainly appears that those who have
purchased their own homes are losing out
compared with those who continue to live
in married quarters.

RILOR is recompense “in lieu” of relo-
cation, and therefore the officer or soldier
has already forgone any disturbance al-

Neighbours are

IN response to Maj Giggins’s letter on
RILOR, my neighbour, serving with 16
Regiment Roval Artillery in Woolwich,
receives Recruiing and Retention
Allowance, London — RRA(L).

This means that at any time he can
move up to 70 miles away from London
and claim 140 miles RILOR, or about
£8.50 per day. (The move has to be for
personal reasons).

Although our married quarters are 30ft
apart, I do not receive RRA(L). This is
because I work in Bexleyheath, about
seven miles away.

Therefore, should I move for personal
reasons, [ am entitled to claim only up to
the amount of Residence to Place of Duty
allowance (RESPOD) that I am presently
claiming, or about £1 per day — and try
travelling 140 miles for that.

As RRA(L) is granted for “lifestyle dif-

lowance or payment of removal expenses.

Further, more and more officers and
soldiers are electing to move into a mar-
ried quarter not at their place of duty (or
remain in occupation of an MQ at a pre-
vious duty station).

I understand that these officers and sol-
diers are eligible for Residence to Place of
Duty allowance (RESPOD) or various
others that allow them subsidised food
and accommodation expenses in their
messes.

I would suggest that these individuals
should not receive special treatment and
should be required to pay full market
rents for their their married quarters. —
Maj G L Hunter, REME, Arborfield.

pounds apart

ficulties”, I am at a loss to-understand
why I have not received 22 months’ worth
of RRA(L) since living in Woolwich. I
have the same costs etc. as my neighbour,
as well as the extra burden of travelling
through London traffic every day.

Unlike Maj Giggins, I would gladly
accept the wear-and-tear on my vehicle, if
only I could be treated as well as my
neighbour. ¢

This is a real situation, as both my
neighbour and I are in the process of pur-
chasing houses on the same estate, about
70 miles from Woolwich. '

I am sorry to say that after nearly 20
years of service, it is these inconsistencies
and a lack of an easy-to-use complaints
system that lead me to understand why
many younger soldiers are voting with
their feet. — Sgt M G Weeks, 71(Yeo-
manry) Sig Regt, Bexleyheath, Kent.
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[50)YEARS AGO

“‘Larea for bandits.

From Soldier, August 1950: Malaya is not
the only hot-spot where British soldiers
wear the jungle hat. Mountain patrols are
a welcome break from routine for this
smiling group in Eritrea, pictured, where

SISYEARS AGO

From Soldier, August 1975: When the |
Tremeloes and other groups arrived in |
Dhekelia to entertain soldiers of 1 Dand |
D, some of the popsters were promptly
“arrested” for having long hair. They |

two infantry battalions are. combing the

were soon released and treated to a tour
L/
Lof the battalion’s area.

Too much bitching
about allowances!

AS aregular reader of Soldier (retired after
more than 32 vears’ service) I am ap-
palled at the carping and moaning by sol-
diers over allowances — it seems to be a
major preoccupation.

Surely it is time for a quick review of
allowances with a view to discontinuing
50 per cent of them. That would lessen
the scope for bitching and moaning and
possibly encourage the less committed to
seek fresher pastures outside the Army.

There is far too much time and effort
spent on “welfare” to the detriment of the
Service. — G.A. Simmons, Maidstone,
Kent.

IN response to Lt Col (Retd) Winter’s
letter (“Get on with it”, July) I, for one,
am sick to the back teeth of retired offi-
cers who left the Services before I even

started school saying that today’s modern
soldier is constantly complaining about
trivial martters like pay, accommodation,
welfare and time spent on operational
deployments.

It didn’t happen in my day, they tell us.
Exactly. Their day has past and today’s
modern Service personnel have been
taught to think for themselves and should
quite rightly question their quality of life.

By the way, I'm sure that RMA Sand-
hurst teaches today’s officers to take into
account the wellbeing and welfare of the
people under their command.

I am grateful for what the old and bold
did in the past, but let us get on with being
one of the greatest armed forces in the
modern world and one in which I am
proud to serve. Cpl H Cunliffe,
JSPSU, Mount Pleasant, BFPO 655.

SOLDIER welcomes your letters, whether you are an officer or other
rank; serving or civvy; nine, 19 or 90. All we ask is that you keep
them brief and to the point. We'd prefer them to be typed but if they
are handwritten, please put names, addresses and in block capitals (not necessarily for

publication). A prize from the Soldier gift collection will be awarded each month if we judge that a letter,
| serious or humorous, merits it. Acceptance or rejection of letters is the decision of the Editor, who
L reserves the right to amend for length, clarity or style. Anonymous letters will not be considered.
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WRITE TO: SOLDIER, ORDNANCE ROAD, ALDERSHOT, HANTS GU11 2DU @ E-mail: solmag@btinternet.com

PS ...

Chaplains’ centre

IN your note about the Guild of St
Helena's 125th birthday reception at
Amport House you referred to it as
“home of the tri-Service Chaplains’
Department”. Lest your readers be con-
fused it is in fact home to a tri-Service
unit, the Armed Forces Chaplaincy
Centre. Each Service continues to pro-
vide its own chaplains. — Rev Peter J
Howson, Armed Forces’ Chaplaincy Centre,
Amport, Andover, Hants.

Leading by example

HAVING watched Commando: Real Life
on ITV | can understand why so many
dropped out and never finished their
basic training. In my day and in my regi-
ment instructors dressed and did the
same things as recruits.

In Commando the instructor sent the
recruits on “beastings”, wet, carrying a
rifle and 30Ib of kit, while he was dry, had
no kit to carry, and waited for them to
finish. What happened to leading by
example? Maybe that's why my regiment
is fully recruited. — Maj (Retd) Ron Good-
win (The 22nd (Cheshire) Regt), Chester.

Disgusted, Kosovo

ON picking up the June issue of Soldier|
was not surprised to see yet another pic-
ture of a para in Sierra Leone. However, |
was disgusted as it showed a senior sol-
dier patrolling with L2 and smoke
grenades hanging from his webbing like
ornaments on a Christmas tree.

Not only is this a dangerous practice;
it is unprofessional. | was also surprised
by the lack of thought on the part of
Soldier for showing this picture, consid-
ering the number of young, impression-
able soldiers who read the magazine.

— CSgt A Corbett, OC2 Platoon, A Coy,
2RRF, Op Agricola, Kosovo.

@ We portray the reality — Editor.

Aussie congrats

JUST a short note to offer you the con-
gratulations of all at the Australian Army
Newspaper and Army Magazine on your
awards (June). All the staff were pleased
to see a military production receive
recognition in the civilian sphere. Keep
up the good work. — Maj Rod Horan,
OC/Editor, Australian Army Newspaper/
Magazine, Canberra.

-
Amazing eyes
| AM haunted by those amazing eyes
(Soldier awards story, June). Is there any
chance, please, of another photograph of
your very own Kath Adams? — Michael
Young (e-mail).

® Kath appreciates your compliment,
Michael — but her innate coyness has won
the day, so no picture! — Editor



Mailbag

| WOULD be grateful if you would consider
publishing the following as a response to the
letter “How Soldier Smith might miss out on
LSSA bonus” (July).

Without knowing the exact dates of “Sol-
dier Smith’s” deployments it is not possible
to be certain whether or not he would qualify
for either or both of the LSSA bonuses,
LSSA(AT) and LSSA(AT+1). It does seem,
though, from what is said in the letter, that
he might well qualify for both — each one a
taxable payment of £1,000.

If an individual achieves 280 LSSA days
within a two-year period, he qualifies for the
AT bonus. He then has the remainder of that
same two-year period (which is deemed to
have started on the first of the 280 LSSA
days) to achieve 365 LSSA days and qualify
for the AT+ bonus.

In Soldier Smith’s case, his first LSSA
days were his two-month detachment in
March, 1998. But two years later he has not
yet reached the required 280 days, so the
LSSA Days of that detachment are effective-
ly ruled out for AT and AT+ purposes.
Assuming, from the scenario given, that he
is not paid LSSA again until the start of his
October 1998 operational tour, the next time
the counter would be applied to Soldier
Smith is 280 LSSA days after the start of
that tour, in May 2000.

ENTITLED

If those 280 days have been accumulated
in a two-year period (and in this case they
appear to have been) he would be entitled to
the AT bonus. He then has the rest of that
period, which is deemed to have begun on
the first day of the tour, and should therefore
be entitled to the AT+ bonus.

It must be emphasised that without know-
ing the exact dates it is not possible to give a
definitive view on Soldier Smith’s entitle-
ment, but his RAQ would be able to confirm
whether he should be in line for payment.

It is acknowledged that this is a complex
way of calculating the entitlement, but there
is no simple way of ensuring that each indi-
vidual's circumstances are assessed.

Finally, the writer of the Soldier Smith
letter suggests that a standard bonus for a
six-month tour would have been a better
option. The bonuses are intended to com-
pensate for excessive separation suffered
as a result of a variety of occurrences, e g
exercises, as well as operational tours.

Ideally, we should not have to pay them at
all. The fact that they are being paid indi-
cates the unusually high degree of turbu-
lence still being experienced throughout the
Army. — Maj R A M Christmas, for Director
of Personal Services (Army).

Thanks for your support — gay soldier

FOLLOWING my letter “I've got the
support of straight guys” (May), I would
like to add a huge thankyou for the sup-
port and generous comments I received
when it was read by friends and work col-
leagues.

You know who you all are and I hope
your kind understanding will go on and
that other Servicemen and women will
have the same support. We all live and
work closely together and we are all part

of a big team. Being a gay soldier has not
affected me or my heterosexual mates
because we both know where we stand
with our personal lives.

If more people could understand that,
then people might be less critical and
judgemental.

I support all gay Servicemen and
women who so willingly sign up to defend
our country like our heterosexual col-
leagues. — Pte H, Aldershot.

Married man

misse

I AM a married man and before being
posted to Cyprus I was on a two-year
unaccompanied tour of Northern Ireland.

While I was there I received Married
Unaccompanied Separation Allowance
(MUSA), which was obviously a welcome
bonus. However halfway through my tour
I was posted to another unit, from which
I worked out of a patrol base with another
RMP, who was single.

As the patrol base was not the home of
my parent unit the single man I worked
with was entitled to LSSA. Unfortunately
I was not, as I was receiving MUSA.

I questioned this with my regimental
admin officer, who politely told me I
could not have LSSA instead of MUSA.
This was rather annoying, as LSSA was
more. OK, it was my choice to go unac-

out

companied but I had a family to feed, so
the LSSA would have been of more bene-
fit.

If a married soldier is unaccompanied
and then works and lives somewhere
qualifying for LSSA, then why isn’t that
soldier allowed a choice or just given the
higher allowance?

In addition, since the Government
decided that bonuses would be paid with
regard to LSSA days, I have missed out
on at least one bonus, plus the difference
between LSSA and MUSA.

Since arriving in Cyprus I have again
sought the advice of my RAO, but again I
was told nothing can be done. Can
anyone tell me when married men can
and will receive LSSA instead of MUSA?
— Cpl C J Davies, CJPU, BFPO 53.

LSSA ‘just another PR
exercise going wrong’

WO2 Brown’s letter (“Do LSSA changes
go far enough?”, June) made some very
valid points and I believe it will have been
better received by most Service personnel
than either HQ Land Command’s rather
dull response or the new LSSA package as
it stands at present.

It was reported that 2,000 service per-
sonnel went AWOL in the last 12 months.
Is it not time for the MoD to look at the
“small” picture, rather than their over-
stated “BIG” picture. This I believe is rel-
evant in the case of the new LSSA
package, which appears to be just another
PR exercise going wrong.

I would be interested to see a statistical

report comparing those soldiers who have
completed two operational tours in the
past 26 months against those who-have
actually received the second bonus. g

Would HQ Land Command dare to
produce such a report for public viewing?
If it did, I think it would only reinforce
and support the suggestions put forward
by WO2 Brown.

In addition to these points it is good to
see that HQ Land is reiterating the fact
that the LSSA package will be comput-
erised on UNICOM. They failed to men-
tion, however, that this will actually take a
minimum of 30 months to implement. —
SSgt D Donaldson, QRH, BFPO 16.
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Freeze-frame |

Our June freeze-frame
winner (see picture below) is
Capt (Retd) R F Mutch,
R&LS Scotland, with Alder-
shot sold - troops move
into the Dome. Others we
liked were: “Iit's Cairo 1946,
and the morning PT ses-
sion gets into full swing!”
(John Prescott, of Wigan -
obviously a devotee of
Egyptian PT); and (only
joking, pals) “Another RAF
flight delay!” (Cpl Sarah
Davey, 2 RTR, OPFOR,
BATUS, Canada, BFPO 14).

hang of the Macarena. ..

entries should reach us by September 1.
!

They practised all the way but they still couldn’t get the

Write your own funny caption for the photograph above, first
published in Soldierin November, 1951. The best, in the
opinion of the Editor, will win a silver-plated book-clock
bearing the Army logo. Usual competition rules apply and

OK, sois
a good deal?

DOES “Adele Peters” (July) really think
we get such a good deal in the Army?

When she is married to her soldier
fiancé she may disagree when her hus-
band comes in from work and informs her
he is off on yet another six-month tour in
Kosovo or the Falklands, but before that
has to spend about a month away on vari-
ous pre-tour training packages.

~ Then six months later he returns to find

another tour in only ten months’ time as
well as fitting in the usual exercises, and
so on. I believe they call that one “quality
of life”.

As for pay, accommodation and so on, [
am one of those “over-37” soldiers who
voluntarily live unaccompanied, not
because I don’t want to pay accommoda-
tion charges or get reduced food rates but
because the Army has “invited” me to live
in Germany for two years which coincide
with my son finishing his last year in edu-
cation.

Then again I could move him from his
current school and let him take his exams
in the ninth school of his childhood . . . I
think not.

I still pay tax, National Insurance,
mortgage for my house, TV licence, car
tax, gas bills, electric bills, food bills,

SOLDIER August 2000

phone bills and of course my £85-a-
month council tax — although I don’t
actually live there but the local council are
good enough to class it as my marital
home.

Bear in mind I will have served six
months on tour and a further five months
in my 14ft by 8ft room in the mess.

So no tax-free wages there - that’s what
the ‘X’ Factor is for, is it not? The remain-
ing month is my leave entitlement. I even
have to buy another car (not compulsory)
and all the add-ons to get me back to UK
to visit my family if and when I can. Well,
there you go — you can now see all the
benefits of being in the Army.

Now don’t get me wrong, I am not
complaining — or am I? This is the life I
choose to lead and will do for 18 months
and another tour in Kosovo, but do we
really get a “good deal™?

I suppose the bottom line is that with
her qualifications, Adele could always
join the Army and get out of her “dead-
end job”.

I have spoken to 40-to-50 soldiers here
in Kosovo and not one disagrees with my
views. — WO2 (RQMS) Jim Valentine,
UK CS Engr Regt, Op Agricola,
BFPO 550.

WRITE TO: SOLDIER, ORDNANCE ROAD, ALDERSHOT, HANTS GU11 2DU @ E-mail: solmag @btinternet.com
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SA 80 footnote

YOUR picture of the Royal Anglians on
their way to Sierra Leone (July) shows
them with a 7.62 mm SLR.

| have for about two years advocated
the scrapping of the SA80 for reasons
well known to all, except the MoD. Can |
assume the lads are now being issued
with a tried and trusted weapon that
works and the undisciplined roving
gangs in that sad country have handed
the British issue weapons back to their
rightful owners? — T Levy (RSigs 72-84),
Wolverhampton.

® See Page 31. — Editor

Some increase!

WHEN | reached the age of 80 | was
granted an extra 25p per week. As from
April this year, 75p per week was added
to my old-age pension. As an old soldier,
my Army pension is to go up by a further
55p per week.

Wow! These increases make a grand
total of £1.55 per week and not enough
for my wife and me to treat ourselves to
another cup of coffee. Need | say more?
— RA Steward (late IEME/REME), Sid-
mouth, Devon.

Safety first

IN your June feature on the Falklands
you show a soldier pointing his personal
weapon directly at the head of another
soldier and with his finger on the trigger.

This manages to destroy two of the
cardinal principles of safe weapon-han-
dling that | endeavoured to instil into
cadets for more than 30 years. In this
case, the worst-case scenario of a negli-
gent discharge would have had tragic
and wholly preventable consequences.
— Andy Jackson, WO1 (RSMI) (Retd), SW
London Army Cadet Force.

® The weapon in the picture was unloaded.
Its blank-firing attachment had been
removed for the photograph. But we take
the point. — Editor

‘Top Chef’ is RLC

“TOP CHEF” Tony Powell (June) is not,
as you say, a regimental cook of 2 LI. He
is in fact an RLC chef attached to that
unit and this should have been made
plain.

Civil servants and Government minis-
ters who might read your splendid maga-
zine are not aware of how the Army
works and must not be allowed to think
that all personnel of a unit are necessari-
ly cap-badged the same. They are
formed of various tradesmen and women
who are attached to make up a team to
support that unit. — Bruce Dyson (formerly
Army Catering Corps), Princess Royal Bar-
racks, Deepcut, Surrey.

® Sorry, we were misinformed. — Editor
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The regular feature in
which we ask soldiers for
their views on an issue

Capt David Bailey (professional
broadcaster), manager of 104.9
Radio, Banja Luka

My job is very rewarding and | will have
completed two-and-a-half years here by
the time | have finish- :
ed. Some jobs here
are better suited to the
TA. Specialisations
like media ops are far
better dealt with by a
TA officer with a media
background. With our
professional expertise
we can advise the mili- == :
tary on how to get maximum platform for
minimum effort. You can gain a lot of job
satisfaction by putting your home-based
skills into an environment like this.

Sig Sarah Stedman
(34 Sig Regt),
currently a driver
in Banja Luka

| have been in the TA
for three years and
came to Bosnia at the
suggestion of my CO.

| am the padre’s driver,
and am shortly off to Kosovo. | get on well
with the Regular soldiers here and | think
they look on us in a positive way. If we
weren't here then a Regular soldier would
have to do my work. Some of them think | am
mad for volunteering.

Sgt Colin May (306
Fd Hospital, York),
attached to 1
KORBR as a medic
in Mrkonjic Grad

| was a Regular for 15
years and |'ve seen a
big change in the way
the Regulars treat the TA. They are more
for it now and the TA has come more into
line with the Regulars. The TA is far more
professional now than it was.

About ten per cent of British soldiers
serving in Bosnia are TA and reservists.
We asked them about the experience
of serving alongside the Regulars

| am on my second
stint with the TA. |
joined in 1986 for
six years and
rejoined a couple of
years ago.

| can see a mas-
sive difference in
the way the Regu-
lars treat the TA

; Lt Richard
compared with how
theyF:Jsed to. The Stephen (1. 05 RA
TAisnowavitaland (V)), working in
crucial part of the the G5 cell in
Army. Mrkonjic Grad

And remember,
TA soldiers volunteer to be here — they
want to come. For a lot of TA people this is
an adventure, where they can be real sol-
diers for six months on a real operation
and treated the same way as the Regulars.

| think the Army recognises that TA sol-
diers bring skills from their jobs that the
Army just does not have.

| am on my second six-month tour and
speak the language to a good standard. |
did some private study and have taken
Army-sponsored courses in colloquial use
of the language.

SSgt Duncan Astley
(RAMC reservist),
serving for 12
months in
Mrkonjic Grad

It's had its ups and
downs, but generally
it's been OK. | have
worked with five units
in theatre and none has treated me as an
outsider — after all, we live and work in the
same conditions as everyone else.

Capt Jon Sions (256 Fd Ambulance),
serving in Sipovo Hospital

| am an accident-and-emergency charge
nurse in civilian life. | enjoy it here

Interviews: Ray Routledge Pictures: Graeme Main

TA skills a bonus

because | am able to
put into practice a lot
of the military training
we've had back home.
People know now that
if they join the TA they
will have the opportu-
nity to go off on an
operational tour. With
a lack of specialist
nurses in the Regular Army, the TA can
pick up that shortfall.

LCpl Martin Dalton
(161 Fd Ambulance),
working as a chef in
Banja Luka

| work for Sainsbury's at
home so this a real con-
trast. And it's a different
world compared to my
TA unit. | extended my
tour here and have gained several catering
gualifications. | feel | can go back to my unit
better qualified because the standards of
catering here are so high.

Pte Naleenee
Leelah (158 Royal
Anglians RLC (V)),
a driver in Banja
Luka

| joined the TA be-
cause | wanted to do
something exciting. |
am a qualified driver
and out here | drive the DROPS vehicles.
You have to be careful because the local
drivers are maniacs. Overall | am having a
great time and in future | hope to go to
Belize.

Sgt Lesley Potts
(306 Fd Hospital,
York), attached to
1 KORBR in
Mrkonjic Grad

I've been in the TA for
15 years and | think the
Regular soldiers are
accepting us more. They can respect our
expertise as medics and it is easier for us to
fit in. My husband's in the Army too as a
Regular, and while I'm serving in Bosnia,
he's at home minding the kids.
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