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Irish Guardsmen
bear the coffin of
the Queen Mother
following the
funeral in West-
minster Abbey.
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Majestic
farewell

Services intimately involved in nation's final tribute

MILLIONS of words and thousands of An indelible backdrop to an event
images have paid tribute in the past watched by millions and attended by
few weeks to Queen Elizabeth the the highest and noblest was provided
Queen Mother, who died on March 30. by immaculate ranks of soldiers, sailors
Her lifetime association with, and and airmen paying their last respects.
affection for, Britain's Servicemen and The intimate nature of their
women were strongly reflected in the relationship with the Nation's
scale of the military presence at her Grandmother was symbolised by the
lying-in-state and funeral. six young Irish Guardsmen who
\ v \;“ bore her coffin into and out of
| \ i A Westminster Abbey.
i “wy ') g o These pages are
w,_!; | ' g | \’ ’ P’ k- S our tribute to the

Queen Mother.
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Clockwise from top right:
Sovereign’s Parade, April
1981; Territorial Army
Volunteer Reserve,
Warminster, June 1979;

St Patrick’s Day,
Pirbright, March 1997;
meeting 1 LI families in
Berlin, April 1990.
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Head bowed, a
Grenadier
Guardsman
lines the route
during the pro-
cession to the

lying-in-state at

Westminster

Soldiers of 105 Regiment RA (Volunteers) fire a 41-gun salute from Edinburgh Castle

Gunners’ salute

FORTY-ONE gun salutes echoed across
Britain and Gibraltar on April 1 to mark the
Queen Mother's death. Starting at noon
and firing at intervals of a minute for 40
minutes, the salutes were made at:

Hyde Park, London (The King's Troop RHA)
Tower of London (HAC)

Firepower Museum, Woolwich (16 Regt
RA)

Edinburgh Castle (105 (V) Regt RA TA)
Stirling Castle (105 (V) Regt RA TA) S
City Hall, Cardiff (104 (V) Regt RA TA)
Belfast (105 (V) Regt RATA)

Aldershot (7 Para RHA)

Dover Castle (100 (V) Regt RATA)

Royal Citadel, Plymouth (29 Cdo Regt RA)
York (40 Regt RA)

Gibraltar (Royal Gibraltar Regt)

During the procession to the lying-in-state,

The King's Troop fired a 29-minute salute
from Green Park.

May 2002 SOLDIER




QUEEN ELIZABETH THE QUEEN MOTHER 1900-2002

Lt Col Paddy Tabor, Household
Cavalry, whose father stood
vigil over the coffin of King

| George VI at his lying-in-state
in 1952, performed the same
service for the Queen Mother.
He was one of four Household
Cavalry officers to mount the
first 20-minute vigil, standing
one at each corner of the
catafalque as members of the
public filed past. Lt Col Tabor's
father, retired Maj Gen David
Tabor, commanded the Blues
and Royals.

The Queen Mother was
mourned at military bases
around the world, including

| Afghanistan. She was
Colonel-in-Chief of The Royal
Anglian Regiment, whose sol-
diers are currently providing
the British infantry element of
the international peacekeep-
ing force in Kabul.

The catafalque, right, during
the lying-in-state in Westmin-
ster Hall. Four soldiers of the
1st Battalion, Welsh Guards,
keep vigil at the corners

Massed Pipes and Drums,
below, perform during the
short procession from West-
minster Hall to Westminster
Abbey for the funeral service

' The Queen Mother’s
regiments and corps

Colonel-in-Chief:

1st The Queen’s Dragoon Guards

The Queen's Royal Hussars (The Queen's
Own and Royal Irish)

9th/12th Royal Lancers (Prince of Wales's)
The King's Regiment

The Royal Anglian Regiment

The Light Infantry

The Black Watch (The Royal Highland
Regiment)

Royal Army Medical Corps

Special relationship:
Irish Guards

Royal Honorary Colonel:
The Royal Yeomanry
The London Scottish

Colonel-in-Chief:

The Black Watch (Royal Highland
Regiment) of Canada

The Toronto Scottish Regiment (Queen
Elizabeth the Queen Mother's Own)
Canadian Forces Medical Corps

Royal Australian Army Medical Corps

Royal New Zealand Army Medical Corps

Special relationship:

The Cape Town Highlanders
The Transvaal Scottish

The Witwatersrand Rifles

Soldiers of the Household Cavalry Mounted
Regiment march in the procession, left




FOLLOWING the lying-in-state, the bearer
party from the 1st Battalion, Irish Guards
placed the coffin on the gun carriage drawn
by The King’s Troop, Royval Horse Artillery
to Westminster Abbey.

It was led by the Massed Pipes and
Drums — 196 musicians in all — under Pipe

Maj Steven Small, BW, senior pipe major of

the British Army, and GOC London Dis-
trict, Maj Gen Redmond Wart. Pipes and
drums were drawn from the Scots DG, 1
RTR, 158G, 1IG,1 RS, 1 RHF, 1 KOSBE, ]
R Irish, 1 BW, 1 Hldrs, 1 A and SH, 2 RGR,
51 Highland and the Londons.

® Among those escorting the gun car-
riage as pall-bearers were Brig Guy Rat-
cliffe, Colonel Commandant RAMC; Brig
Garry Barnett, Colonel BW; Maj Gen
Robin Brims, Colonel LI; Gen Sir Michael
Walker, Colonel, R Anglian; Col Malcolm
Grant Haworth, Colonel Kings; Brig Hugh
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ye, Colonel 9/12th L; Maj Gen David
Jenkins, Colonel QRH; and Col John
Pocock, Colonel QDG.

During the procession from St James’s
Palace to Westminster Hall on April 5, the
Chief of the General Staff, Gen Sir Michael

{ r had chosen to represent The Royal
ian Regiment as a pall-bearer. Among
s of Staff and Chief of the Defenc
Staff, who followed members of the R
Family immediately behind the coffin, ._
yresented by Gen Sir Mike Jackson.

An officer and three soldiers representing
each of the Queen Mother’s units marched
with them. In all, 1,700 personnel from the
Armed Forces were involved in the proces-
sion and a further 950 lined the route.

@ A guard of honour found by Nijmegen
Company, Grenadier Guards, formed-up in
Parliament Square with the Band of the
Grenadier Guards.
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@ At the end of the service, buglers of The
Lmh[ Infantry sounded Last Post and
, and the Massed Pipes and Drums
lament Oft the Stilly Night.
hearse ed through Wellington
Arch on it rney to Windse astle, the
barrels of the guns of The King’s Troop were
depressed in salute.
® The Irish Guards’ bearer par 'ty involved
in both the lying-in-stz
funeral service w

diers — Gdsm AndruwTra\ Thomas Ma;m\
Robert Fleming, Paul Hewitt, Adam
Simon Campbell, John Organ, Matthew W
and Gavin O’Neill — carried the coffin on
their shoulders.

Gds Anthony Oliver and Stephen Park
were trestle-bearers and Gdsm Andrew
Travis and Wayne Sampat were cap-bearers.

Former Pipe Maj John Spoore, who played for
the Queen Mother every year at Clarence
House on the morning of her birthday, came out
of retirement to perform at her funeral. Now 65,
John, a former Gordon Highlander, is a
member of the Pipes and Drums of A (The
London Scottish) Company, part of The London
Regiment.

UEEN ELIZABETH THE QUEEN MOTHER 1900-2002

Crowds watch the procession to Westminster Hall. Visible among the pall-bearers is Gen
Sir Michael Walker, Chief of the General Staff, representing The Royal Anglian Regiment

Life Guards on the route, above

Cpl Allison Jones of 105 (V) Regt RA at
Edinburgh Castle, clutches a posy, right

Bdr Justin MacGregor polishes the gun
carriage at St John's Wood Barracks, below

Companies made up of Coldstream, Scots ii“
and Irish Guards, left, march past street-lining

troops with bowed heads on the route to ‘ ROOI
Westminster Hall for the lying-in-state. In the ILLERY
background is the Guards Memorial i
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Soldiers from the Queen Mother’s Commonwealth regiments, above

Scots Guards on the procession to the lying in state, left

Led by Massed Pipes and Drums, the coffin moves to the Abbey, right

Monarch’s gratitude

“May I ask you to pass my gratitude to all those members of
the Armed Forces for their role in organising and
participating in the ceremonial processions and other duties
leading up to and during the lying-in-state and funeral of
Queen Elizabeth y rday. The professionalism and
excellence of the Services on such occasions is a source of
great pride to the whole country and to me personally.”
Elizabeth R

Message to the Chief of the Defence Staff, Admiral Sir Michael Boyce

Retired Gurkha soldiers
and their families in
Nepal expressed their
condolences “on the sad
and peaceful departure
of the great soul of the
Queen Mother”. A mes-
sage from the Gurkha
Army Ex-Servicemen’s
Organisation said: “At this
time of grief we pray to
the Lord Almighty to
grant eternal peace to
her departed soul and to
give strength to the Royal
Family and the entire
United Kingdom to bear
this irreparable loss.”

Lying-in-state and

funeral pictures in this
tribute are by Graeme

Main, Steve Dock, WO2
Pete Bristo, Sgt Shaun
Lewis and Mark

Owens. Historical X
pictures by Paul Haley  [IR B \ A ,‘ﬁ
and Mike Weston Irish Guardsmen carry the coffin out of Westminster Abbey for its final journey to Windsor Castle
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High life and street life: Above, the view from Artillery Hill Obser-
vation Post, 7,389ft above sea level, which overlooks Kabul. Right,
Lt Mark Duppa-Miller, R Anglian, leads a patrol out on the streets

Mountain
mission

targets
terrorists

Search-and-clear operation ends but Kabul patrols come under fire

TROOPS from 45 Commando Group
have successfully completed Operation
Ptarmigan to clear and search a mountain
valley in eastern Afghanistan where resid-
ual Taliban and al-Qaida forces are
believed to be operating.

All British forces were recovered safely
to Bagram airfield following the five-day
operation.

The bartle-group is made up of ele-
ments drawn from all three Services,
including 7 (Sphinx) Commando Battery
of 29 Commando Regiment RA, armed
with 105mm light guns, and 59 Indepen-
dent Commando Squadron RE.

In Kabul, Operation Fingal continued,
with 19 countries contributing troops to
the International Security Assistance
Force to help the Afghan Interim Author-
ity with security and stability.

A soldier on patrol with the 1st Battal-
ion, The Royal Anglian Regiment died
following a shooting incident in the capi-
tal. An investigation is under way, but hos-
tile action was not a factor. The soldier’s

SOLDIER May 2002

name was being withheld at the request of
his family.

As we went to press soldiers from 1 R
Anglian had been involved in three con-
tacts in Kabul since taking over from the
2nd Battalion, The Parachute Regiment.

Capt Olly Brown, 1 R Anglian, said the
most serious incident occurred after C
Company set up an observation post (OP)
in the western suburbs after reports of
bandits moving into the area.

An armed group of 30 men fanned out
on open ground and advanced on the OP.
“Challenges were issued by the guys in the
OP but the group of 30 opened fire and a
number of rounds came within six inches
of hitting soldiers,” Capt Brown said.

The mob dispersed and a quick-reac-
tion force moved in to make arrests.

When team leader Bdr Mick Tunna-
cliffe, from Colchester-based 19 Regi-
ment RA, turned a corner he was
confronted by seven armed men at close
range.

“The team commander, in a very brave

act, rushed the lead man, who was armed
with an AK47, and knocked him to the
floor. He disarmed him and they arrested
the seven individuals.

“In the situation he faced under the
rules of engagement he could have opened
fire and killed all those guys. It was a very
brave act to rush the guy rather than
having six or seven dead people lying in
front of him.”

Such incidents need to be put in con-
text, said Capt Brown. “After 23 years of

civil war virtually everyone owns a weapon .

of some description and local people say
this is by far the most peaceful, stable and
secure environment in which they have
lived in all that time. They are delighted to
see us here and they feel secure that we are
out patrolling. They are very friendly
towards us and from that perspective our
mission is going very well indeed.”
Meanwhile, plans for Turkish military
units to take over were being finalised.
® Colchester medics in Afghanistan, Page
39; Images of Kabul, Pages 40-41
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Sovereign's duty

Y

Royal inspection: The Duke of York, representing
the Queen, inspects officer cadets at the 138th
Sovereign's Parade at the Royal Military Acade-
my Sandhurst on April 12. JUO Robert Sledmere,
who will serve with The Light Dragoons, was
awarded the Sword of Honour by the Comman-
dant, Maj Gen Philip Trousdell.

In all, 172 of the 720 cadets on parade
received commissions into the British Army and
16 from 12 overseas countries also passed out.

The Queen’s Medal was awarded to OCdt
William Bancroft, who will join The King’s Royal
Hussars. He achieved the highest scores in mili-
tary, practical and academic studies.

Sandhurst’'s Rowallan
Company runs into
the history books

ROWALLAN Company, which has helped
nearly 2,500 cadets who might not other-
wise have done so pass out at RMA Sand-
hurst since 1977, has been disbanded. Its
place will be taken by a new development
course.

To mark the demise, cadets on the last
Rowallan course carried a replica of their
company’s stag’s head symbol from Sand-
hurst to the first Highland Fieldcraft Train-
ing Centre course at Glenfeshie. Running in
relays, they did the 650-mile trip in four
days, raising £7,000 for the Army Benevo-
lent Fund and prostate cancer research.

The redesign of the RMA commissioning
course, the review of officer careers and the
different requirements of the modern cadet
have forced changes in the way character
development is conducted at Sandhurst.

SOLDIERS from the 2nd Battalion,
The Royal Gurkha Rifles have found the
largest munitions cache since peace-
keeping forces were deployed to Bosnia.

The massive haul — more than nine
tonnes of large-calibre ammunition and
mines — was uncovered in a cave north
of Knezevo in the Republika Srpska
after Gurkhas acted on a tip-off from
local people during a football match.

A team from 1 Platoon, A Company,
led by Lt (QGO) Bhuwani Prasad Rai,
found the expertly-concealed entrance
to the cave several kilometres from the

Out of harm’s way: Explosive ordnance disposal experts, above left, lift

Gurkhas find h

Local contacts lead to
discovery of biggest
arsenal uncovered

so far in the Balkans

nearest main road. Members of a special-
ist explosive ordnance disposal unit
arrived to clear the contents — an opera-
tion which took the best part of two days.

Several anti-personnel mines had
been placed along the side of the cave

ge arms cache

and there was a real danger that such a
large stock of explosives could be rigged
with booby-traps. The EOD team
pulled out 1,881 40mm anti-aircraft
warheads, 232 120mm high-explosive
mortar bombs, 28 78mm artillery
shells, 10,000 small-arms ammunition
and an assortment of nearly 400 anti-
tank and anti-personnel mines.

Maj James Elliot, OC A Coy, attrib-
uted the discovery to the way in which
the Gurkhas have won the trust of the
community in which they are based.

Lt Col Ian Thomas, commanding the

Flag tribute

FLAGS were flown at half-
mast at military locations on
April 26 to mark the private
funeral of Fd Marshal Sir Nigel
Bagnall, Chief of the General
Staff between 1985 and 1988.
A service of thanksgiving
took place on the same day at
St Michael’'s Church, Chenies
in Buckinghamshire.

L J
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® Ammunition technical officer
Capt David Beckett RLC, left, and
US Army explosive ordnance dis-
posal officer Capt Brian Winning-
ham examine debris -from the
arsenal explosion in Lagos which
killed hundreds of Nigerians on
LMarch 2. The US 720th Ordnance

Question mark hang

UNCERTAINTY hangs over the future of
Invicta Park, the crumbling quarters occupied
by 36 Engineer Regiment families in Kent, fol-
lowing a decision to review the rebuilding pro-
gramme. Maj (Retd) Ray Edwards, unit
welfare officer, said: “The Defence Housing
Executive has decided that due to the likeli-
hood of surplus quarters becoming available at
Chatham [within ten miles of Invicta Park]

UK Battle-group, said: “This is a pro-
pitious event for SFOR. The profes-
sionalism and excellent conduct of the
Gurkha patrols operating in this area
seem to have won over the locals and
convinced them that it is in their best
interests to cooperate with SFOR in
ridding Bosnia of dangerous weapons
and munitions. These people have
come to regard British soldiers as a
force for good.”

The Gurkhas, now relieved by the 1st
Battalion, Welsh Guards, have returned
to their base at Shorncliffe in Kent,

from 2003 onwards no further expendi-
ture can be justified on the project. This
stance was robustly challenged.”

Kirsty Dudin, of the Army Families
Federation, said: “I am extremely sad
the provision by DHE of new houses for
the 36 Engr Regt families in Invicta
Park has, yet again, been delayed. We
had been led to believe that a commit-

Coy (EOD) is lead-
ing Operation Avid

Recovery to clear
unexploded muni-
tions from the
Nigerian  Army's
Ikeja Cantonment
Area in Lagos.

May 2002 SOLDIER

over Invicta Park married quarters

ment had been made for the first phase
of the demolish and rebuild project, but
that seems to have disappeared.”

DHE director of housing, Wendy
Jarvis, said: “The future provision of
housing at Invicta Park is the subject of
a study. Once its recommendations
have been endorsed by the MoD, a joint
action plan will be promulgated.”

® Thirty-one members of 51 (Greater
London) Support Regiment travelled to
Volgagrad — formerly Stalingrad - via
Moscow to tour the Second World War bat-
tlefields on which two million Russians died
defending the city in 1942.

" @ Several members of the Royal Mon-
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1 UPDATE |

Guards in Balkans

Out of commission: M60 anti-tank guns and
an 82mm mortar are displayed in front of the
Welsh Guards’ Saxons in the Prijedor region

New boys
get off to
good start

THE 1st Battalion, Welsh Guards wasted no
time in making their mark on their first tour
in the Balkans. Within days of arriving in
theatre to take over the UK Battle-group
area of operations from the 2nd Battalion,
The Royal Gurkha Rifles, the group made a
substantial weapons find in the Prijedor area.

Four M60 anti-tank guns and an 82mm
mortar were pulled from a purpose-built
bunker about three miles from the Prijedor
platoon location. Local police had received a
tip-off as to the location of the cache and the
rumour proved to be true.

Sgt Paul Squires of Number 5 Platoon, 2
Company, who was present when the
weapons were uncovered, said: “These are
relatively old Yugoslav weapons with no
night-vision capability. It is likely the mortar
was used to provide illumination so that the
anti-tank guns could be brought to bear.”
The weapons were in full working order and
had recently been greased and oiled.

The Aldershot-based Welsh Guards
deployved with their Saxon APCs.

Divers go back in time

A DIVE day organised by Corps
No 1 Diver WO1 Tom Bridges
RE at the Defence Diving
School, Portsmouth raised
nearly £7,000 as a practical
“thank you” to the Wessex
Cancer Trust, which had helped L
his wife. Using a suit (pictured) first worn by
Royal Engineers in the 1830s, Tom arranged
a challenge for sapper and civilian divers in a
lake at the back of Portsmouth Harbour.
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Grimsby
Chums

at rest
together

A SERVICE of remembrance was held last month
at the Point du Jour Commonwealth War Graves
Cemetery at Athies in northern France to honour
the remains of 23 soldiers of the First World War.

Twenty sets of the remains were found during an
archaeological survey in June last year. They had
been laid out side-by-side in a trench at Athies, not
far from the site of the Battle of Arras.

The ceremony was attended by members of the
2nd Battalion, The Royal Anglian Regiment, prede-
cessors of the 10th Battalion, The Lincolnshire

cenmonvmbdnghﬂdmllMIWﬂU
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Naval Division (Nelson Battalion).
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£1 billion contract to
slam door on Army’s
out-of-date barracks

MODERN, high-quality, custom-built
soldiers’ quarters came a step.closer last
month when four of the biggest names in
the construction industry went head-to-
head for a billion-pound contract to pro-
vide up to 40,000 units of Type Z
single-living accommodation for the
Army.

The preferred bidder — to come from
Amec, Carillion, Citex or Debut (Bovis) —
is expected to be announced in July and
the contract awarded in October. Work on
the first project should begin in April next
vear, with the first Type Z (single rooms
with en swre facilities) accommodation
ready for occupation in autumn next year.

Project Slam (or Single Living Accom-
modation Modernisation) is a tri-Service
project designed to raise standards in Eng-
land and Wales. Similar initiatives in Scot-
land and Northern Ireland (Project
Challenger), Germany (Puma) and else-
where are also in the pipeline.

Although this is a fast-moving project
from conception to awarding the contract
within 18 months — a word of caution was
sounded to soldiers who may expect their
new accommodation to be ready soon.

“This is not a quick-fix option, like Pro-
ject Reader,” said Col Glyn Taylor, head of
the Customer Focus Team based in Alder-
shot. “A lot of thought has gone into our
customers’ requirements and, unfortu-
nately, rebuild and refurbishment cannot
happen overnight.”

Project Slam was set up following the

Defence Secretary’s decision last year that
£1 billion of new funding would be found
to match an existing £1 billion to be spent
over ten years on accommodation. Bar-
racks long past their best years have been
condemned by politicians and senior offi-
cers alike.

Soldiers across all ranks have been con-
sulted about what they want in their new
homes, while representatives of focus
groups have been involved in the procure-
ment process.

Service personnel moving into Type Z
from 2003 can expect one of two types of
accommodation. The options are a six-
person flat with six en suize single rooms, a
common room and a utility room; or a
hotel-style building in which central facili-
ties are shared by up to 20 people.

Individual establishments will decide
whether they want flat or hotel-style con-
struction.

“The key point that came out of the
focus groups was that they wanted privacy,
space and somewhere to store their kit as
well as a social area incorporating a snack
facility,” said Col Taylor.

“They will get at least 11 sq m of living
space and 2m of storage space in their
rooms. We are also providing car parking
and 2 sq m of secure external storage
space.”

Project Slam will provide between
15,000 and 20,000 bed spaces over the
first five years across the three Services,
and the rest over the second five years.

Winning ways: Gunners of 47 Air Defence
Regt RA on the road to two gold medals
in the 26-mile Bataan Memorial Death

March in New Mexico  Picture: Chris Fletcher

Drugs story
wins award

A FEATURE highlighting the dangers
of drugs has won Soldier writer Anthony
Stone an award of excellence from the
British Association of Communicators
in Business.

Anthony’s story, published in the
May 2001 issue, told how a former
drug dealer and a soldier kicked out of
the Army for taking Ecstasy have joined
forces to give hard-hitting advice to mil-
itary units.

“Wow. If this didn’t make your read-
ers sit up and take note abourt drugs,
then nothing would,” said the judge.

Windmill project

A 100-year-old windmill on Sen-
nelager training area in Germany
is to be restored by volunteer
civilian craftsmen from the British
Army Range Control Troop and
German Army Troop. Built in
1896, the windmill was the salut-
ing base for the Queen's Silver
Jubilee parade in 1977.
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Sapper trekkers

Fourteen soldiers from 75
Engineer Regiment (V)
trekked the Giant's Cup
Trail in the Drakensburg

mountains of South Africa.

They scaled Cathedral
Peak and the 800m Amp-
itheatre cliff on the
Lesotho border.

On road for charity

Army chaplain the Rev Clinton
Langston and Capt Clem Clemin-
son from ATR Lichfield completed
a return bike ride to ATR Bassing-
bourn near Cambridge to raise
about £1,800 for the Lichfield
Garrison Church appeal for local
and national charities. The ride
was sponsored by Leek Cycles.

Brazilian adventure

SSAFA-Forces Help is looking for
long-distance walkers to join an
84km trek in Brazil. The event,
from September 14-24, starts at
Alto Paraiso. Participants will
need to pay a deposit and raise
sponsorship. For details contact
Gabriele Ghany on 020 7463 9260
or e-mail gabi.g@ssafa.org.uk




And I quote...

é 1T is about to shut at a
time when France is
opening its 15th military
hospital. One of us has
got it wrong: |

wonder which. ?

— Dr Andrew Murrison
MP, an RNR medic,
speaking about the
Royal Hospital Haslar.

Under Big Ben
ik e uei

Flinstones jibe:
truth revealed

WHY have British forces in Kabul been nick-
named “The Flinstones” by their American
counterparts?

Soldier asked the question in the Backchat
column last month and Shadow Defence Sec-
retary Bernard Jenkin answered it in the
House of Commons.

Soon after returning from a parliamentary
visit to Kabul he told MPs during the Armed
Forces personnel debate on April 11 that he
was distressed to learn of the light-hearted tag
given to the British.

He said the nickname was “not a comment
on our forces’ professional ability to do the job,
but on what are regarded as the stone-age
facilities that they live out of, compared with
those available to other forces”.

Acknowledging that such deployments had
to be carried out with speed and lightness, he
said that had to be counter-balanced by
proper force-planning for
the longer-term.

“Huge amounts of the
Royal Engineers’ time and
money are used in making
do with hand-to-mouth
facilities instead of setting
up more permanent and
efficient washing and toilet
facilities,” he said.

“Indeed, such a false
economy ultimately affects
the personal hygiene and
cleanliness of our soldiers.

“l do not think that British soldiers are going
soft, but it is right to report that this welfare
issue was raised with us on our visit.”

Mr Jenkin congratulated 1 Royal Anglian
Regiment on the “supremely professional”
performance of its duties in Kabul, patrolling
on foot while other armies were less bold in
getting out of their armoured personnel carri-
ers to meet the public.

“The enthusiasm expressed by the popula-
tion of Kabul for British forces in particular and
Isaf in general was obvious,” he said.

TA numbers: As at April 12 there were 415
members of the Territorial Army serving on
operations, including 174 in Bosnia and 155 in
Kosovo.

War pensions: In the last five years war pen-
sions have been awarded to 3,048 people who
have been granted a medical discharge from
the Armed Forces.

SAB80: In a written reply, Armed Forces Minis-
ter Adam Ingram said: “The modified SA80 is
attracting excellent reports from units. Minor
issues, common to any modification pro-

| gramme, have been identified and dealt with.” )

Missile glitch will not delay Apache

APACHE, the Army’s attack helicopter,
is still expected to be operational on
schedule in August 2004 despite report-
ed problems with its missile system.
The UK version — the Longbow
WAH-64 — has not been grounded and
has not suffered damage resulting from
Hellfire missile firings. The Army Air
Corps helicopter has not fired the
weapon and no airborne firings have
taken place in the UK. US Army tests
suggested that design changes in the

missile’s motor section had resulted in
parts of the tail section of the helicopter
being pitted by minor foreign objects.
Training in the UK is due to start in
July, with restrictions on the missile
launch station. Because the tail rotor is
on the port side, the starboard tail rail
would provide a clear exhaust space for
the missile. It is expected that Apache’s
full capability of 16 missiles will be
available to pilots when the first
squadron becomes operational.

Heavy cavalry receives final Challenger 2

All yours: The Army'’s 386th and final Challenger 2 main battle tank rolls off a trans-
porter during a handing-over ceremony on Salisbury Plain last month. Procurement
Minister Lord Bach watched as the tank was handed over by Vickers Defence Systems
to A Squadron, 1st Royal Tank Regiment, near its base in Harman Lines at Warminster.

The Challenger 2 acquisition programme was worth £2.3 billion.

Picture: Steve Dock

Caution issued on battle-noise simulator

PERSONNEL involved with the SBN
L28A1 battle noise simulator have been
reminded to use gloves when using it.
The warning was issued after a spate of
recent incidents in which soldiers sus-
tained injuries as a result of failing to
stick to guidelines.

The simulator, which is not a substi-
tute for the hand grenade, is meant to
be issued only to exercise-directing staff
trained in its use — to simulate battle

noise at appropriate times during
engagements.

Users are required to wear issue
combat gloves to protect their hands
against excessive flaring, which can
burn the thrower’s hands.

Gloves need not be worn when using
the new A2 version of the battle-noise
simulator, now entering service. It has a
longer handle, a longer striker and a less
volatile initiator.

® Training Support Command (Ger-
many) has changed its name to the Land
Warfare Collective Training Group (Ger-
many) — LWCTG(G) - as part of the reor-
ganisation of collective training worldwide
centred on the new Land Warfare Centre
(LWC) located in Warminster. The mission,
kactl\«rlty and output will remain the same and

Sennelager Training Centre, which runs
both the camp and the training area, will be
largely unaffected.

® Four members of 5 Equipment Sup-
port Company RLC “rowed” from St Eligius
Lines in Obilic, Kosovo to their base in Colch-
ester and raised more than £2,000 for the

Limbering up: Honourable Artillery Company soldiers prepare for the Boston
Marathon, which they had hoped to complete towing a 2,0001b field gun and limber.
Mrs Elizabeth Turner and her son, William, are pictured immediately behind the gun

Gun-runners honour
Trade Centre victim

MEMBERS of the Sergeants’
Mess of The Honourable Artillery
Company made Herculean efforts
to raise money for the education of
four-month-old William, whose
father, Simon Turner, was killed in
the attack on the World Trade
Centre.

Simon (39), from north London,
was a former battery sergeant
major in the HAC’s gun troop,
which fires royal and ceremonial
salutes from the Tower of London.

Mrs Elizabeth Turner was seven
months into her pregnancy when
her husband died in the September
11 atrocity. “When the Sergeants’

Mess told me they wanted topulla  1hank you: World Trade Centre widow Eliza-

gun 26 miles in Boston in memory
of Simon I was completely over-
whelmed,” she said, adding that
her late husband was very close to the
Territorial Army regiment.

The team chose the marathon
because of the HAC’s links with the
Ancient and Honorable Artillery Com-
pany of Boston, which Simon had visit-
ed three times. In the event the
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National Autistic Society. They complet-
ed the 2,300km in 21 days using rowing
machines which they fitted on the back
of alorry so they could tour other units in
theatre. The four rowers were SSgt
Dave Brunton REME and RLC mem-

bers Sgt Colin Osborne, Cpl Harry

Marshall and Cpl Mark Simpson.
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beth Turner hugs RSM Steve Ashley, HAC after
he had crossed the line in Boston, his second
marathon in three days Picture: Cpl Victor Karczewski

Sergeants’ Mess was not allowed to take
the artillery piece to America so settled
instead for pulling it 26 miles around
Pirbright before flying to Boston the
following day to run in the marathon.

To make a donation to the appeal, log
on to www.hacgunrun.com

Operational
honours

Northern Ireland

CBE: Brig A J N Graham, MBE, late A and SH.
OBE: Lt Col E R Duncan, Int Corps; Lt Col IWH
Stafford, R Irish; Lt Col A J S Storrie, MBE, D and D.
MBE: Lt Col C M J Barnett, AGC (Army Legal Ser-
vices); SSgt L A Collins, Int Corps; SSgt C J
Kingsbury, RE; WO2 W A Moore, R Irish; MajN S
Pond, RA; WO2 J Tate, BEM, RDG. GM: WO1 A J
Modd, RLC. MiD: WO1 M M Henderson, QGM,
Para; Pte S M Hodgetts, WFR; Sgt G Johnson,
WFR; Cpl M L Paul, RTR; SSgt P D Quinn, RLC.
QCB: SSgt P A Burston, RLC; SSgt A Johnson,
RLC. QCVS: WO1 N J Barlett, R Signals; SSgt S
J Carmichael, R Signals; Sgt H A F Corke, RLC;
CSgt N P Cresswell, WFR; Lt Col N R Davies,
MBE MC, Para; Cpl P J Davies, R Signals; Lt Col
S Davies, MBE, QLR; CSgt D Doherty, R lrish;
LSgt A F Gordon, SG; Sgt J Halliday, SG; CaptJ A
Harker, QLR; Maj G J Hetherington, R Irish; CSgt
A M Hinchcliffe, R Irish; Maj Gen A D Leakey CBE,
late RTR; Brig W E B Loudon, OBE, late RHF;
CSgt J McClelland, R Irish; Maj J McClung,
REME; Col H M Purcell OBE, late RGBWR; Capt
M C Rees, WFR; WO2 J R Thompson, R Irish; Maj
E J Tyson, RA.

Former Yugoslavia (Bosnia and Kosovo)

CBE: Brig G J Binns, MBE MC, late PWO. OBE: Lt
Col N G Borwell, Duke of Wellington's Regiment;
Lt Col | J S James, MBE, RE. MBE: Capt D J
Bailey, REME, TA. QGM: Capt D G Walker, RE.
MiD: SSgt J P Mortimer, Int Corps. QCB: Capt P
Corcoran, 9/12 R Lancers; Sgt S J W Hall, RLC;
Bdr M C Hardman, RA; Sgt G C Hearn, RTR.
QCVS: Brig J M J Balfour, CBE, late RGJ; Maj
Gen R J Hillier CMM CD, late Royal Canadian
Dragoons; Cpl M | Howden, Int Corps; Maj B J
Hughes, RE; Maj J G Lewis, RE; Capt P D L
Rennie, BW; Lt Col M L Riddell-Webster, BW;
Capt R G Streatfield, RGJ; WO2 A Tebay, RLC;
SSgt P | Timmis, R Signals; Lt Col A E H Worsley,
MBE, RGJ.

Former Yugoslavia (Macedonia)

MiD: CSgt R A Peters, Para. QCVS: WO2 G J
Duncan, RA; WO2 A M Hodgson, Para; Maj T D
McMurtrie, MBE, LI; Lt Col M W Poffley, RLC;
Capt D B Simmons, PWRR.

Sierra Leone

CBE: Brig N R Parker, late RGJ. OBE: Lt Col G A
C Hughes, RGR. QCB: Sgt J E Mason, RE.
QCVS: Brig A J Faith OBE, late RA; Brig S J Knap-
per CBE MC, late Staffs; Lt Col J G Wilford MBE,
Para.

Miscellaneous
QCB: SSgt S Jones, AAC; Cpl | McDonald,
AGC(RMP).

@ Cpl Rob McMullan, left, a Home Office
civil servant with 253 Provost Company RMP
(V), takes a tea break during the Courage
Trophy military skills competition at Longmoor
in Hampshire. The event, for London-based
Territorial Army units, was won by a team
entered by the 4th Battalion, The Parachute
Regiment's 10 Company, located at White City. 3
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Picture: Chris Fletcher

Best foot forward: Soldiers of 4 Regiment
AAC march through Ipswich to exercise
their new Freedom of the town. Taking the
salute is the mayor, Councillor Maureen
Carrington-Brown.

The Wattisham-based regiment, com-
manded by Lt Col David Turner, has close

ties with the town. Its personnel perform
ceremonial roles during civic events and
take part in the annual Remembrance Day
service.

Ipswich's other two active “freedoms”
were granted to The Royal Anglian Regi-
ment and the Royal Navy’'s HMS Grafton.

Veterans get new
all-in-one agency

A SINGLE helpline and one-stop website
are two immediate advantages of the new
Veterans’ Agency, which has drawn togeth-
er the War Pensions Agency (WPA), the
Veterans” Advice Unit and ex-Service
organisations.

The reorganisation, announced last
month, follows the transfer last June of the
WPA to the Ministry of Defence.

As well as administering the war pen-
sions scheme, one of the first tasks of the
new agency was to establish a single
helpline for veterans, providing a range of
advice and information across the broad

Royal billing

AS a public gesture of thanks
for its hard work during last
year's foot-and-mouth crisis,
the Royal Agricultural Society
of England has given the Army
star billing at the Royal Show at
Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire
from July 1 to 4. A series of dis-
plays reflecting the Army’s
work in Europe will take centre-
stage in the main arena every
day. There will also be an activ-
ity park where visitors can talk
to soldiers and try equipment.
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spectrum of MoD business. The WPA’s
well-established call centre is now a
helpline for veterans’ issues. The new free
number, which replaces the advice unit
number, is 0800 169 22 77 (UK only).
Callers from abroad should dial +44 1 253
866043. A new website can be found at
www.veteransagency.mod.uk

It provides information and links about
services offered by the WPA, Veterans’
Advice Unit and ex-Service organisations.
Eventually the site will be expanded to give
veterans access to wider Government ini-
tiatives relevant to them.

A casino
night,
left, held
by Sup-
port Bat-
talion in
the WOs’
and Sgts’
Mess at
HQ ARRC
raised
3,000
euros for
the Army
Benevo-
lent Fund.

three years. — Daily Mail

@ British soldiers who saved a CIA
agent’s life in Afghanistan are to be
given one of America’s highest
honours. The heroes will get the US
Congressional Medal of Honour for
fighting at Mazar-e-Sharif. — Mirror

@ Prince Harry, who is hoping to train
at Sandhurst, has been fascinated by
the Army since seeing the film Zuluas a
young boy. — Mail on Sunday

® The Army is being forced to
slash its garrison in Kosovo by 75
per cent as the MoD tries to stay
within its budget. - Daily Telegraph

What the Press has been saying

@ The Armed Forces: Undisputed
stars of the show. The funeral
demonstrated that in parading, in
organisation, in the provision of
heart-rending ceremony faultlessly
performed by stout sergeants and
strong young men in shining boots of
whom any mother would be proud,
they are second to none. — Guardian

® US Army scientists have come up
with a sandwich capable of surviving a
10,000ft airdrop, Arctic battlefields,
scorching desert manoeuvres, bacteria
and moisture. Its inventors claim it will
stay as fresh as the day it was made for

@ Nato is planning to merge its three
operations in the Balkans, which will
lead to reductions in British troops and
the 60,000-strong alliance forces
currently in Bosnia, Kosovo and the
Former Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia. — Times

J

@® Hong Kong-born Coldstream
Guardsman Arthur Rutt has become
the first Chinese soldier to patrol
Buckingham Palace. He and his
brother Ben, Gren Gds, are the only
two Chinese soldiers in the Army. —
Mirror

@ Military-style boot camps designed
to deter young criminals from reoffending
by instilling military discipline and teach-
ing them drill have been condemned as
failure in a Home Office study. Those -
attending an Army-run camp in Essex
committed more serious crimes on
release than those who had attended a
normal institution. — Independent

@ In anticipation of a UN protocol
preventing the use of children in war,
the Army has amended its rules to
ensure no one under 18 can be
deployed on military operations
abroad where there is a possibility of
hostilities. — Daily Telegraph
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“From Fearless, Sir . . . Please thank your
embarked pongos for the additional ventilation
to our wardroom and ask them engage the
aircraft who are, after all, on the other side.”

“Nobby? ... Is that you Nobby?” %

Untold stories
of the ‘82 war

(by Chip Wood, who was there)

“Oh it's lovely bein’ liberated, dear . . . but my old man
won’t think so if he doesn’t get to use our toilet soon.”

“Empty out your second water
bottle and we might get off.”

“Glad to be back on dry land, lads?”
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! Church parade: LCpl James Smith,

SOldieI'S In POdUJeVO .. - ; Ieﬂ,landTp;‘K?r;:Tjwyforgstag
L vigilant at the ujevo churc

guard Serb church '

around the clock

Report: Ray Routledge
Picture: Mike Weston

THERE have been no congregations;
alone services, there for three years.
what’s so special about this church thatt
needs a military presence?

The reason is that it was once a place of
worship for Serbs living in Podujevo,
Kosovo. Today there are no Serbs in town
and, if there were no soldiers to protect it,
the likelihood is that it would be artacked.

“We’re here to prevent the church,
grounds and the graveyard from being
desecrated, burned down or blown up,”
said LCpl David Killick, of 3rd Troop, C
Squadron, The Queen’s Royal Hussars,
whose small team was on guard when Sok
dier visited. It is a 24-hours-a-day, seven-
days-a-week duty. .

He and three others were
patrolling the perimeter of the
hilltop church and graveyard,
which are several hundred
metres from the nearest
house.

Many churches across
Kosovo have been vandalised
and booby-trapped, their
gravestones desecrated or
smashed. The Podujevo
church and cemetery are
fenced in by barbed wire.

“Most of the people
here are friendly,” said
LCpl Killick. “We
react to shots fired
within 300 metres of
the church,-bat if
they are any further
away we contact the UN Mission
Kosovo or local police to investigate. We
keep communications with other patrols
and with the police station.”

Podujevo’s Serb church has already §%
seen its fair share of foul play. During the
Kosovo crisis a murder was committed
within its sanctuary.

Perhaps one day normal services will be
resumed. Until then, soldiers will contif
ue to keep watch over it. -
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A company of Highlanders seized the chance to work with a
French battle-group bringing stability to an ethnic hotspot

Report: Ray Routledge
Pictures: Mike Weston

WATCHING them watching us watching
them may sound like an innocent game,
but it’s deadly serious business for troops
posted to the divided town of Mitrovica in
north-western Kosovo.

Mitrovica, divided roughly north-south
by the river Ibar, is ethnically split. About
90 per cent of its 80,000 population are
Albanians who live on the south side of
the river while the rest, Serbs, are con-
centrated in an enclave north of the
river.

With its recent history of riots, injuries
and death, the town is potentially the
most volatile flashpoint in Kosovo. It falls
within the sector controlled by the Stabil-
isation Force’s French battle-group and,
in common with Pristina, it soaks up
peacekeeping troops.

This is where a company of British sol-
diers found themselves
serving alongside, learn-
ing from, and teaching
troops of the resident
French formation.

Their deployment
came as a welcome

flashpoint and a big problem and there
does not seem to be a solution.

“The French have been there from the
outset and I think there is a feeling of
frustration on their behalf.
The arrival of a French
commander in the autumn
signalled a willingness to
try to change the situation.
He came up with this idea
of putting a company from
a different country into
Mitrovica so the popula-
tion could see another
nationality around the
place.”

The Highlanders fol-
lowed the Americans, the
Danes and a combined
Austrian, German and Turkish unit for
the three-week deployment.

Company commander Maj Philip
White said his men had adapted quickly

éThe Scots caused something of a stir by
crossing over for a cup of coffee and a
chat in a café used by bridge-watchers?

Building up rapport:
Maj Philip White

KOSOVO

and built up a rapport with local
people and their French hosts.

“The boys have been getting
on with the locals and chatting
to them,” he said. “It 1s
not something the French
do. We quickly gathered
a great deal of low-level
information this way.”
They went out on foot
patrols with the French
(under either British or
French command), sec-
ured school runs for
children travelling from
the north to the south,
and helped Albanian
court employees to get to
work safely at a court
building in the north.

Although primarily responsi-
ble for a densely populated area
south of the river, the High-
landers also guarded the
sensitive West Bridge
which links the Serb
and Albanian conclaves.
Symbolically, the Union
flag was flown above
their post.

change for men of B
Company of the 1st Bat-
talion, The Highlanders,
who had been attached
to The Queen’s Royal
Hussars battle-group
in Podujevo and spent
much of their time on
rural patrols. Urban sol-
diering came as a wel-
come change.

The French connec-
tion followed a sugges-
tion by Kfor’s French
commander, Lt Gen

Marcel Valentin, that
having different nation-
alities in Mitrovica
would illustrate the
multi-ethnicity within
his force and provide an
example to local people.

“Mitrovica has been
an awkward nut to
crack,” said QRH battle-
group commander Lt
Col David Swann. “It’s a

Keeping watch: Hidr Alan Leiper,
above, stands guard at the strate-
gically important Austerlitz bridge

Ready for trouble: Coils of barbed
wire, left, at the side of the bridge

“The flag caused a
great deal of interest,
particularly among the
Serb bridge-watchers,”
said Maj White. “They
can rally hundreds of
people onto the streets in
minutes. The northern
enclave is their domain and they
regard it as a stronghold. If the
watchers see an Albanian who is
not known to them crossing the
bridge they can organise instant
mass demonstrations.”

The Scots caused something of
a stir by crossing over for a cup of
coffee and a chat in a café used by
bridge-watchers.

There were incidents, albeit
mild ones, according to Sgt Tony
Rawlinson, who was in charge of
the barriers on the bridge. Alban-
ian youths baiting Serbs and the
attentions of a few drunks were
about as bad as it got while his
men were on guard.

Despite the French reputation
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for cuisine, the Highlanders
reckoned the food they were
served was not as good as that
prepared by British military
chefs at Waterloo Lines in Podu-
jevo.

“We’ve had kangaroo, ostrich
and, I think, horse, but that has
not been confirmed,” said Maj
White. “It was a challenge.”

But everyone agreed the
French had been hospitable.

“We have done some good
work and with joint training
we are able to foster a better
working relationship,” said Maj White.
“We have done low-level weapons train-
ing and, by and large, we have been
impressed with French kit, especially
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All for one and one for all: A combined Anglo-
well. Hidr Sean Downie leads, followed by 2nd

Delighted: CSM
Paul Longwell

e

French patr_ol in the Serbian area of Mitrovica, proving the two countries can work together
Lt Alex Logie and two soldiers of the 152nd Infantry Battalion. At the rear is Hidr Adam Kelly

their radios. They have got a
digital, channel-hopping, sec-
ure, lightweight, reliable, fail-
safe radio system.

“They also have sophisticated
night-vision equipment, includ-
ing a hand-held thermal imager
about half the size of ours and
half the weight. It’s a great bit of
kit.”

CSM Paul Longwell was
delighted to have had the
chance to serve with the
French. “We showed them
tactics we use, many learned
in Northern Ireland,” he said.

“Their patrol techniques are different
from ours. We haven’t tried to teach them
to suck eggs but demonstrated tactics

based on experience in Northern Ireland.
That is relevant to Mitrovica and has
gone down very well.

“The main difference between us is that
they don’t interact with local people in the
same way we do. They keep themselves to
themselves and are just there to be seen.

“But the deployment has been a suc-
cess and shows that two countries can
work together even at a basic level.

“Its all about agreement and coopera-
tion,” concluded Lt Col Swann. “It has
been a positive start and the French can
see what is on offer and what benefits can
be drawn from having another nationality
under command.”

For the Highlanders, there were bene-
fits to be gained, too. After all, a change
is as good as a rest.
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Pictures: WO2 Pete Bristo

River Poachers: Soldiers, above, from A Company, 2nd Battalion,
The Royal Anglian Regiment carry out a patrol deep in the jungle in
Belize. Many had recently completed a short-term training mission
in Sierra Leone. Run by the British Army Training Support Unit
Belize (BATSUB), the jungle exercise taught the Chepstow-based

Go for it: A British Army Training Support
Unit Belize (BATSUB) canoe crewed by Sgt
Paul Carr, front, and commanding officer Lt
Col David Leigh fights for clear water at the
start of the 180-mile La Ruta Maya River
Challenge, writes Dennis Barnes.

The gruelling four-day marathon from
San Ignacio bridge to Belize City attracted
68 teams, including nine British Army

SOLDIER May 2002

entries. Eight of those were from BATSUB
staff and the ninth was entered by a Ger-
many-based REME unit.

With teams ranging from state-of-the-art
equipped professional crews hell-bent on
winning the £20,000 prize money to canoes
which might once have graced a municipal
pond, there was plenty of scope for smash-
es and spills in waters infested with croco-

BELIZE

troops to live and fight in this dangerous and inhospitable environ-
ment. Survival training formed an important element of the six-
week deployment, during which the Duke of York paid a flying visit
to watch demonstrations of some of the jungle military skills
acquired by the Royal Anglians and to enjoy an informal barbecue.

dile and snakes. On the second day teams
paddled for eight hours, followed by seven
the next and a final four-hour sprint on the
fourth day. The race ended in the centre of
Belize City, with the professionals well
ahead of the Army entries and crews from
Canada, Mexico and the USA. The first
Army canoe to finish crossed the line in
15th place, with the others not far behind.

29)
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FEATURE

Bravest of the brave: Lining up at the Royal Hospital Chelsea are, from left, front, Frank Naughton GC, Fit Lt John Cruickshank VC, Col

Stuart Archer GC, Lt Cdr lan Fraser VC, Mrs Margaret Purves GC; rear, Mrs Sara Jones, wi
GC, Dr George Du Puis, High Commissioner for Malta GC, Charlie Wilcox GC, and Mrs Fr.

dow of Lt Col H Jones VC, Lt Col George Styles
eda McKay, mother of the late Sgt lan McKay VC

History-makers

Army charity pays tribute to the valour and gallantry of VCs and GCs

Report: Chris Horrocks
Picture: Steve Dock

I'T WAS an historic gathering on an his-
toric day.

Holders of the Victoria Cross and
George Cross, Britain’s highest awards
for valour and gallantry, joined Fd Mar-
shal the Duke of Kent and 250 guests
from the armed forces, politics and indus-
try at the Royal Hospital Chelsea for a
commemorative service and dinner,

There, too, were Sara Jones and Freda
McKay, whose husband and son respec-
tively — Col H Jones and Sgt lan McKay
were posthumously awarded the VC for
their actions in the Falklands campaign.

The event, marking the 20th anniver-
sary of the day the Argentine flag was
raised over South Georgia, took place 144
years to the day after three VCs were won
at Lucknow.

Former Chief of the Defence Staff Lord
Guthrie, President of the Army Benevo-
lent Fund (ABF), the charity which
hosted the evening, paid tribute to the
“supremely brave men and women” pre-
sent who had selflessly faced death so that
others would live, and saluted also those
who had made the final sacrifice in the
service of their country.

Baroness Thatcher, whose husband Sir
Denis was among the guests, sent a mes-
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sage saying that none of those to whom
tribute was being paid would be forgotten

“not just because their acts will be
marked down in history but because their
heroism will stand as a beacon through
the ages. We salute them all”,

Among items silently auctioned during
the evening in aid of the ABF, which
needs to raise up to £5m a year, was a
leather-bound edition of Gen Sir John
Wilsey’s biography H Fones VC, signed by

the Prince of Wales, the Duke of Kent,
Baroness Thatcher, Fd Marshal Lord
Bramall, Sara Jones and the author. Roy-
alties from the book will also go to the
ABF, and to the VC and GC Association.
Regimental marches of the VC and GC
holders were performed by the Band of
the Grenadier Guards. Victory Beating
and Dinner Call were by the Corps of
Drums of the Devonshire and Dorset
Regiment, The Rifle Volunteers.

THE widow and son of Sgt Michael Willetts
GC, 3 Para, who gave his life protecting
others from a terrorist bomb in Belfast on
May 25, 1971, were among special guests at
the commemorative event.

In our picture above with Mrs Sara Jones
and Mrs Freda McKay are:

@® Lt Cdr lan Fraser VC, DSC, RD, who, in
a daring midget sub raid, attacked a Japan-
ese heavy cruiser off Singapore in 1945.

® Fit Lt John Cruickshank VC, formerly a
gunner in 129 Regiment RA, who sank a U-
boat while his aircraft was subject to
intense anti-aircraft fire in 1944; his naviga-
tor was killed and he sustained 72 wounds.

® Dr George Du Puis, High Commission-
er for Malta. The besieged island was
awarded the GC during the Second World
War.

® Col Stuart Archer GC, OBE, ERD,

These are their stories of courage

awarded the GC for his courage as a Royal
Engineers bomb disposal officer in 1940.

® Lt Col George Styles GC, decorated
for his dismantling of explosive devices
in Belfast in 1971 while serving in the
RAOC.

@ Mrs Margaret Purves GC, who became
the last living person to be awarded the
Albert Medal when at the age of 14 she res-
cued two Scouts in difficulties in the sea off
Wales. She later served with QARANC; her
medal was translated to GC in 1971.

® Capt Frank Naughton GC, ex-Royal
Tank Corps, whose Empire Gallantry Medal
for saving a fellow soldier from drowning in
1936 was also later translated to the GC.

® Charlie Wilcox GC, formerly 1 Bn South
Staffs, who saved a man from falling from a
high window ledge while painting a build-
ing in Birmingham in 1949.
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Maybe we can help you

'Recent changes in the Army disciplinary system have seen an
increase in Service personnel eligible for Army Legal Aid to be
represented and advised by qualified personnel

We at RICHARD GRIFFITHS & CO, SOLICITORS
| are specialists in military and civilian criminal law.
' In addition to our own team we use the services of specialist
barristers from 3 PUMP COURT CHAMBERS, LONDON.
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FREE initial interview
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Daytime no. 01722 329966
Fax 01722 329988

4-hour pager 07659 136196

May 2002 SOLDI




We spoke to four Parachute Regiment veterans
of the Falklands War who are still serving. They
returned south for the first time since 1982

Report: Ray Routledge
Pictures: Mike Weston

RELIVING the sounds and smells of
battle, experiencing again the adrenalin
rush and the fear is not something to be
taken lightly.

Four soldiers of The Parachute Regi-
ment who returned to the Falkland
Islands for the first time in 20 years left
those emotions in the past. Although all
four recall the fighting and the fear vivid-
ly, they have simply got on with their lives.

As part of the roulemont infantry com-
pany stationed at Mount Pleasant they
were able to visit their battlefields. It had
been a strange but not sombre experi-
ence.

“We walked over the same ground that
we did in 1982 but in slow time and under
no pressure,” said Capt Dave Abols, 2ic of
a composite company of soldiers from all
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four battalions of The Parachute Regi-
ment. Now with Colchester-based 3 Para,

; in 1982 he was a corporal
in 1 Platoon, A Coy, 2
Para. “It took time to
orient ourselves because
back then, every time we
moved, it was in the dark.
The countryside here is so
open much of it looks the
same.”

He recalled that the
fighting on Darwin Ridge — the crucial
first land bartle of the campaign — had
been like something from a book. Neither
he nor his colleagues had been in battle
before.

“The really frightening time was when
we were under fire from artillery because
there was nowhere to hide.” He remem-
bered long days with no sleep and kit that
was always a day behind them.

Capt Dave
Abols

On reflection: Four
war veterans return
to the islands for the
first time in 20 years.
From left, CSM Harry
Harrison, Capt Dave
Abols, CSgt Tommo
Thomson and Cpl
Jim Fearon

CSM Harry Harrison, a 19-year-old
private with the 3rd Battalion in 1982,
recollected the now legendary “big tab”.

“My feet were tender after that tab,” he
said. “Thar distance on Salis-
bury Plain would have been
tough but not exceptional.
Because of the boggy terrain
here and the fact that our feet
were always wet, it was bad.
We had no bergens or sleep-
ing bags because we were in
fighting order.”

Like Capt Abols, he said
there had been no time to be
anxious during the battle. “I know it is a
bit of a cliché but when you are busy,
there is no thought of apprehension and
certainly during the battle I was busy.
When there was a bit of a lull however,
when things stopped, that was when I

@ Turn to next page

CSM Harry
Harrison
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Welsh Guards,
Gurkhas, Scots Gds,
QE2, 4 Fd RARE

| CAN picture some events
very clearly, even after 20
years, first of all being on the
QE2 with the Welsh Guards,
Gurkhas, and
the Scots
Guards.

PT was
running
around the
deck and the
range was aft
of the ship,
shooting an
LMG at floats
and remote-
controlled aircraft. Then there
was waking up one morning to
see an armada of Royal Navy
ships, all shapes and sizes —
what a sight.

Disembarking the QE2,
loaded up with packs exceed-
ing 80Ib, | made my way down
to the bowels of the ship. The
loadmaster saying: “When the
landing craft comes up, just
jump aboard.” It sounded
simple until | looked into the
night to see the landing craft,
which seemed to be a half-
mile down below us, When the
loadmaster told me to go |
nearly jumped over the land-
ing craft into the dark blue sea
— thankfully someone grabbed
hold of me.

Because | was with 4 Field
RA as a forward observation
observer and they did not
have a battery to replace us,
we stayed for an extra month
after the war. The unit was
tasked with minefield clear-
ance, so Some sappers were
attached to us and gave a
general brief on the type of
munitions we would come
across and the type of booby
traps there might be.

Off we went around Port
Stanley clearing mines, on all
fours with a bayonet in hand,
prodding the earth, finding all
sorts of munitions which the
sappers disposed of, normally
with a loud bang.

After | left the Army | got
bored and joined the local TA
Royal Engineer unit. Suffice to
say | am now a planty (MT)
lard-arse and am sticking to it.
— A Passam (ex-97 Bty, 4 Fd
Regt RA), 72 Fd Sqn RE,
Newcastle.

Rock reunion
for Para war
veterans

TWENTY years after the Falklands
conflict, two veterans of the war
met up in Gibraltar. Col Tom Camp,
Chief-of-Staff at HQ British Forces
Gibraltar, won the Military Medal as
a corporal serving with A Company,
2nd Battalion, The Parachute Regi-
ment in 1982. As a section com-
mander he took part in the battle
for Darwin Ridge and Goose Green.
With him is SSgt Dave Burns,
now with the Royal Engineers to
complete a series of construction
projects on the Rock. Twenty years
ago he was a private in 3 Para, providing
mortar cover for the units ahead of him.
Dave recalled: “He didn't like it very much
when we were putting down supporting

AN

How it was: Col Tom Camp, left, and SSgt Dave Burns
Picture: Cpl Martin Sadler, RAF

mortar fire very close to him.” The two men
met up again when Col Camp visited the
construction works completed by SSgt
Burns and the engineer squadron in which
he serves.

The battlefields

® From Page 33

started to get a bit windy . . . especially during
the days on Mount Longdon where we had 36
hours up there under bombardment. It was
bad when you had to go on
stags at night for a couple of
hours and there were shells
coming in.”

Cpl Jim Fearon, a private
aged 20 in the anti-tank pla-
toon in 1982, had his own
thoughts about the big tab. “A
lot of it was done at night so
you couldn’t see the bogs or
the tussock grass and that
made it hard going. The men were constantly
falling over and cursing.

“We didn’t comprehend death. We just
thought: get out of this, get back and have a

Fearon

few beers. I lost quite a few mates and the next
day we picked up the bodies of our own
blokes. It was after that and
during the lulls you thought it
could have been you.”

CSgt Tommo Thomson
said: “I lost mates but we
buried them 20 years ago and
we said goodbye to them then.
Of course, when we visit their
graves we pay our respects,
but I have never had any
nightmares, and no post-trau-
matic stress. We still live in the military envi-
ronment and we have a robust sense of
humour and that is important.

“After the Falklands, we just felt life goes
on. You have to put it behind you and you
can’t keep going back to it.”

CSgt Tommo
Thomson

Argentine cemetery stirs emotions

THE four Paras were surprised by their reactions
when they visited for the first time graves of their
former enemy at the Argentinian graveyard near
Goose Green.

“Their grave-markers have the names of their
officers, but not of the ordinary men. Those just
say ‘An Argentinian soldier,” said CSgt Tommo
Thomson.

“The only time we had a bit of emotion was when
we visited the Argentinian cemetery and saw the
crosses,” added Capt Dave Abols. “We have been
paying our respects to our own blokes for 20 years
but had never before done so to the Argentinians.
Seeing their cemetery brought a lump to my throat.
They may have been a conscript army, but they
could fight."

Capt Abols felt that the enemy soldiers had been
poorly led and demotivated by the attitude and

actions of many of their officers and NCOs. “If you
look at their grave markers you can see that some
of them died before any of the battles. Before the
fighting their officers stayed in the comfort of Stan-
ley while the soldiers were living in the hills. That to
us is unprofessional.” ¢

All four welcomed the chance to visit the battle-
field and graveyards. “It has been good to go back
to the Falklands,” said Cpl Jim Fearon.

CSM Harry Harrison also remembered the
Argentinians as tough opponents. “| leave the
Army later this year and have welcomed the oppor-
tunity to come back to the Falklands. The war was
the most important part of my career and people
seldom get the chance to do that and walk away
from it without a scratch, physically or mentally."

All four veterans clearly feel the Argentinians
earned their respect as fighting men.
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End result was

close-run thing

Better planning by the
Argentinians could
have turned the tables

AGAINST the odds the Task Force succeed-
ed, but the outcome could so easily have been
different, writes Anthony Stone.

“It was a close-run thing,” concedes Maj
Gen Julian Thompson, the man who com-
manded 3rd Commando Brigade which car-
ried out the initial landings and fought most
of the subsequent land battles.

“Had the Argentinians got it right they
could have either won or fought us to a stale-
mate.”

Thompson said. “It was a much closer-run
thing than people imagine. They were only
300 miles from their homeland and we were
8,000 miles.We could blockade with sub-
marines but they had aeroplanes flying in and
out up till the last day.

“Really they lacked the initiative and plan-
ning ability and the get-their-act-together
ability which meant they lost.”

On the road to victory, soldiers were ham-
pered by inadequate boots.

“They were designed for sitting in the back
of an APC in the British Army of the Rhine
and marching, but not over wet terrain. They
were absolutely useless.

“We did not have the range of stuff that
they have now like bivvy bags and Gore-Tex,

His views on those ten weeks
spent in the South Atlantic
have not changed in the two
decades since.

“The years have merely rein-
forced my view that we were
right to go and take them back
and the lives spent doing so
were not wasted.”

Julian Thompson joined the
Royal Marines a month after
this 18th birthday and served
for 34 years.

“Though we could not have
known it at the time, the result
of taking the Falklands back
was the fall of the Argentinian
junta and the return of democ-

Stanley

Yomp: Men of 45
Commando Royal
Marines walk into

Inset: Maj Gen
Julian Thompson

racy. The islanders were able to
have the choice as to who would govern
them.”

A consequence of the action was that
Britain had demonstrated to Russia that it
was prepared to fight for a principle.

The decision to assemble the Task Force
and despatch it 8,000 miles could easily have
unravelled if the Argentinians had taken dif-
ferent decisions.

There were two areas where they could
have “made life difficult”, Gen Thompson
believes.

First at the beginning when the Argentin-
ian airforce opted to attack warships rather
than logistics vessels. And secondly, if they
had better prepared their positions and
worked out more counter-attack plans.

Another grave concern was the logistical
problem of maintaining an operation so far
from home.

“The ships in the Task Force were begin-
ning to run down in the sense that they could
not be maintained that far south,” Gen
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so people got wet and
when they got wet they
staved wet. Sometimes
they stayved wet for weeks.”

Hindsight is a wonderful thing, but there
are not many things the general would have
have done differently. Apart from Goose
Green.

“I would have had two units involved, not
just 2 Para — because it was really a job for
two barttalions,” he said. “I would have taken
some light armour down as well.”

But, this aside, of the things that were
within his control, he would make the same
decisions again.

® To win a signed copy of The Imperial War
Museum Book of Modern Warfare, British and
Commonwealth Forces at War 1945 - 2000,
edited by Julian Thompson (Sidgwick & Jackson,
£30), answer the following: what post did the
author hold during the Falklands conflict?
Answers on a postcard to be received by May 31.
Usual Soldier competition rules apply.

Badly wounded
NCO made
good recovery

AT the time of the Argentinian
invasion | was a lance corpo-
ral radio operator in the Recce
Platoon of 1/7 Gurkha Rifles
on a six-month
tour in Belize.
On return to
the UK we
were issued
Arctic clothes
and deployed
to the Falk-
lands.

When we
landed at San
Carlos we
quickly dug shellscrapes and
waited for the order to move.
As the battle continued, we
were not re-supplied for a
week and | remember being
very hungry.

On the night move for the
final assault on Port Stanley,
Recce Platoon acted as
stretcher team. | remember
one casualty, a rifleman. His
leg was injured, but he was
still able to walk with help and
was screaming for a doctor.

| offered to help him and
take him to the doctor but he
was afraid that he would sus-
tain further injuries as in all
the confusion he had lost his
helmet. After giving him mine
he agreed to go.

Another painful memory is
of a corporal who had a
severe stomach injury. His
internal organs were clearly
visible. He pleaded for me to
kill him. He was the worst
injured among the Gurkhas.

Now he is in good health
living in Nepal. His son, CSgt
Ragubir Rai, is serving with 2
RGR.

| remember the happiness
when OC A Coy shouted
“cease fire” and a Scots
Guards piper started playing. -
A week later one of my con-
temporaries was killed by a
grenade trap while clearing
Goose Green.

Today there are 12 soldiers
and officers from 7 GR still
serving, including one officer
who was the youngest rifle-
man in the battalion at the
time. - Capt (QGO)
Panchabir Rai, 2 RGR,

Bosnia.
b
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team of four—and help to reduce global poverty?

Trailwalker is the UK's toughest sponsored team
endurance event. It takes place on the South Downs on
6-7 July 2002. To take part, or for more information:

o call 0870 010 1045 (quoting SOL)

® email: trailwalker@oxfam.org.uk
o visit: www.oxfam.org.uk/trailwalker

=0 K5 @ oxtam trailwalker uk

I’s no walk in the park.

Oxfam GB is a member of Oxfam International and is a registered charity, no. 202918
Gurkha Welfare Trust is a registered charity, no. 1034080
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YOUR MATES ARE

WATCHING YOUR BACK.

BUT WHO’S COVERING

YOUR FAMILY?

When you're on deployment or operations
some life assurance companies get jumpy.
Or expensive.

Affinitas don't. Okay, your job can be risky,
but you're healthy, disciplined and reliable.
So, we've joined up with AFFAS, to bring
you better financial services.

Our life assurance is always available and
returns half your premiums when its term
ends. We also offer affordable medical
insurance. Call now for a quote.

(arms | <
0800 243 592 affinitas

www.affinitas.com looking out for you
SO5A

AFFAS Ltd. is a wholly owned UK subsidiary of Affinitas Ltd., which is registered in Jersey (no.79923).
Affinitas is a member of the General Insurance Standards Council.
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GIBRALTAR

I =
BRITAIN’S presence in Gibraltar was
underlined when troops from 60 Head-
quarters and Support Squadron (Air
Support) exercised the Freedom of the
Corps of Royal Engineers on the Rock.
Marching to the beat of the corps’
band, the squadron and 50 veterans of
the Royal Engineers Association took
part in the parade, which was inspected
by the City Mayor of Gibraltar, Clir
Alcantarra, and the Chief Engineer, Lt

Gen Sir Scott Grant.
The event was the culmination of a six-

= T - =i
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RFEHE :
Our kinda town: Troops from 60 Headquarters and Support Squadron, 39 Engineer Regi-

ment march through Gibraltar with swords drawn and bayonets fixed to celebrate the
Freedom awarded to the Corps of Royal Engineers 30 years ago

Cutting edge: A sapper works on a hazardous wreck

Pictures: Chris Fletcher

Sappers mark
with Rock

week deployment by the unit, part of 39
Engineer Regiment, during which a
range of construction tasks for both the
garrison and the local community were
completed.

The Waterbeach-based sappers had
flown to Gibraltar while their colleagues
from 24 (Air Support) Squadron were in
Afghanistan to repair Kabul airport.

They erected a new 400m-long safety
fence along the sheer cliff edge at Buf-
fadero training area. Because they were
working so close to the cliffs, the soldiers
had to carry in 20 tonnes of
concrete and do everything by
hand, including digging in 250
metal poles to support the
fence.

Other rtasks included the
installation of a kitchen in the
garrison library, building a
garden and six garages for Army
personnel serving on the Rock,
and refurbishing the church
and an operational centre at
Gibraltar airport. They also
lifted a 15-tonne fibreglass boat
from the seabed. It had sunk
during a storm three years ago
and had become a hazard to
windsurfers.

David Mapes is Assistant Director of Credit
Action and will be pleased to answer
specific questions addressed to the Editor.
These will be treated in confidence.

Catalogues,
0% finance
and doorstep
borrowing

WE'VE looked at borrowing in several
ways. Indirect — using overdraft or credit
card (or store card) — borrowing can be
good because if we pay it back quickly we
only pay interest for the amount and time
we're borrowing.
Direct borrowing through loans and HP
(higher purchase) mean interest and
charges are included and we're “tied in",
making payments regularly over a period.
As money becomes more available,
lenders find new ways of encouraging us to
spend (and borrow).
Buying from a mail-order catalogue or a
catalogue run by a friend is a common way
of obtaining furniture and clothing. We can
often pay in instalments, too. How much
does it cost? Are the products we're buying
available cheaper from a high-street retail-
er or discount store?
No-interest borrowing

Nought per cent finance is widely avail-
able on furniture, computers and electrical
equipment. What are the things to watch
for? For example, what happens if we're
late on a payment — does the creditor start
charging interest? If interest becomes
chargeable, what APR is used? What hap-
pens if our financial circumstances
change?
Borrowing money from companies who
visit us at home is also widespread. What
should we look for? Again, start with APR —
how much does it cost to borrow the
money? What happens if we can't afford to
make the payments?
Thinking about borrowing

It seems to me that the best thing | can
encourage you to do is THINK before you
borrow (or buy on credit). Think before bor-
rowing money. Take time out from the sales
environment — have a coffee and talk about
it with someone else. Ask some questions,
such as: Do | need what I'm thinking about
borrowing the money for? Can | repair the
old one, buy one second-hand or make do
without? How much will it cost — the total
cost — to borrow the money? Can | get the
money cheaper from somewhere else?
If you want to talk

With credit, borrowing money can seem
very straightforward when we're focused on
what we want to buy. But we need to be
aware of all of the aspects of our needs
and the costs of borrowing before we make
a decision. If you want someone indepen-
dent to talk to, call our HelpLine.
A counsellor will spend time with you
and talk through your decisions or worries.

0800 591084



Military personnel
unbelievable discounts

Chosen by many of the world's elite military units, traser watches have
proven themselves in active duty throughout the globe. Features
include a precision Swiss movement, rugged case construction and an
array of traser lights that enable you to see the time quickly and
accurately under any conditions, anytime - day or night!

Every watch in the range is guaranteed for 2 years (light source for 10). All
have a one-direction rotating bezel and feature a double O-ring seal,
o B with a screw down crown making them water resistant to 200 metres.
1LY
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ALL THE PERKS OF ARMY LIFE o AN
WITHOUT MANY OF THE HASSLES i

All polymer case and strap Stainless steel case. Carbon
(ultra light). traser lights on all 3 bezel. Velcro strap. traser lights
hands. Push-in crown. Hardened on all 3 hands. 40-month battery.
mineral glass. 40-month battery.
Civilian Price: £134

Hardened mineral glass.
Civilian Price: £184
inc. P&P

ARE YOU LEAVING THE ARMY
to live in Northern Ireland?

ARE YOU LEAVING THE ARMY
but keen to continue soldiering?

IF YES THE ROYAL IRISH REGIMENT
Home Service can offer you a second military career.

FULL RANGE OF JOB OPPORTUNITIES - Full or Part-Time

Titanium case. Velcro strap.
Screw-down crown. Hardened
sapphire glass. Lithium 8-year

PVD coated stainless steel
case & strap. Screw down crown.
Hardened sapphire glass. 8-year

within three CEGs, Inf Soldiers, Clerk and Chef s ; sty 5
battery. Civilian Price: £204 lithium battery. Civilian Price: £245

inc. P&P inc. P&P

OPERATIONAL HOME SERVICE ROLE
with the opportunity to serve worldwide with our GS Battalion

4 Different Modes in 1 Light
g & - 2 years of permanent
! AY inc. P&P always-on glow for easy location
of your light in the dark
- 200 hours soft beam
- 40 hours brilliant white
beam for flashlight use
- 200 hours of flashing
strobe light
Utilizes advanced LED technology
Ergonomically designed to fit easily
into the palm of your hand
Hard Wearing rubber housing
Power supply 9 volt battery

REGULAR ARMY RATES OF PAY
which compare favourably with civilian employers and include
specific to theatre allowances

FAMILY LIFE WITHIN THE LOCAL COMMUNITY
good standard of private and public housing - prices below UK average

HIGH STANDARD OF EDUCATION FOR CHILDREN

G0OD EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES FOR PARTNERS

inter

Contact HQ R IRISH
When ordering please select colours from:

Tel: 2%6 1323 or visit L , Yellow, " and
WWW.thBl’Ova Iirishreg iment.CO.Uk The amazing traser GlowRing features the inc. P&P

same lighting technology as used on the

dials of traser watches. They can be seen { inc. P&P
from 20 feet away in complete darkness

- clip ‘em to your keys, your kit bag or inc. P&P
anything you'd rather not lose!

01252 34 73 53
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Pictures: Mike Weston

IT’S standing room only at the weekly clinics held by 19
Air Assault Medical Squadron RAMC in the village of
Gulbaz, outside Kabul. As soon as the medics arrive they
are deluged with requests for help. More than 100 people,
about a fifth of the village’s population, turn up to ask for

advice and treatment.

The squadron, along with Colchester-based 16 Close
Support Regiment RAMC, has been on the ground since
January providing medical support to the International
Security Assistance Force (Isaf) and also helping local

communities.

Capt Andy West is fast becoming an
expert on the skin disease leishmaniasis, a
parasitic infection caused by sandfly
bites. It is endemic around Kabul and,
although treatable, usually leaves scars.

It is one of the diseases that children
often catch and, fortunately, looks worse
than it is. Treatment is through lotions
and injections into the sites of infection.

The popularity of these clinics has been
immense. The regiment’s adjutant, Capt
Ian Robertson, said: “Clinics for the local
population were held once a week and
were extremely well-attended, with prob-
lems ranging from simple skin problems
to old gunshot wounds. Due to their over-
whelming popularity we are now
putting on extra clinics.”

The regiment’s work has been noth-
ing if not varied, involving medicine,
dentistry and psychiatry as well as pro-
viding an immediate response team. The
regiment has helped to set up a fledging
ambulance service for the capital, using
two former NHS vehicles bought with
funds raised in the UK.

Other tasks have included a call-out to
an avalanche in the region and the trans-
fer of Northern Alliance soldiers from
Kabul airport to the military hospital.

When the medics arrived they had to
use kit carried on their backs as most of
their equipment was weeks behind them.

Lt Col Martin Nadin said: “This has
been an opportunity to encounter medical
conditions that we would never see back
home.”
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Villagers treat Colchester-based
medical team like pop stars

Making friends: Pte
Marcus Grant,
above, 16 CSMR,
accepts an arm-
wrestling challenge
from one of the
villagers

Getting to know
you: Sgt Michelle
Bradford, right, 63
Sqn, 13 Regt RLC,
attached to 16
CSMR, meets
locals outside the
clinic

First aid: Capt
Andy West, left,
19 Air Assault
Medical
Squadron,
examinesa «
young boy with
the skin dis-
ease leishma-
niasis at the
clinic in Gulbaz
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Helping hand: 2 Para have provided food,
clothes and medical supplies to the Achiana
children’s centre, above. Children from the
streets are taught basic reading, writing and
trades such as electrical repair and woodwork

Undercover operation: Burka-clad women, above, walk
to the market on a shopping expedition. Under the Tal-
iban they were not allowed out without a male escort

Lost innocence: Child labourers work for a pittance by
clearing rubble in front of the Daral Aman Palace, left

Soldier photographer
Mike Weston captures
the joy and vivacity of a
city stepping out from the
shadow of the Taliban

The long unwind-
ing road: Men,
left, head for the
city centre on
bicycles

Horse power:The
most reliable and
cost-effective
transport system
in Kabul remains
the four-legged
variety, right
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Shining exam-
ple: A young
street worker,
left, puts the
finishing
touchesto a
coffee pot

Monuments to
war: Shat-
tered remains
of buildings
act as a back-
drop for the
traders’ stalls
in a dusty
main street,
right

Sky’s the limit: Kite-flying,
above, was banned under Tal-
iban. These simple pleasures are
now more popular than ever

Melée-go-round:
Buzkashi, the Afghan
national sport, is played
by two teams of horse-
men, above.The aim is to
transport the boz (a head-
less calf) from one end of
the pitch to the other.
Almost anything goes,
including riding into the
crowd to prevent oppo-
nents from winning

Tea-break: Carpet traders,
right, pass the time of day
outside their shop



“FIMJ ACKER BILK

unesmit

This living legend of British jazz owes his
musical beginnings to his time in the Royal
Engineers — and a borrowed clarinet

Interview: Ray Routledge
Pictures: Mike Weston

ACKER Bilk, complete with his trade-
mark bowler hat, racy waistcoats, and
moody, bewitching clarinet, has been a
major name on the British music scene
for more than four decades. And he owes
his start to his time in the Army.
Although unfamiliar to a younger gen-
eration, the music of this quietly-spoken
Somerset man earned him chart-topping
international acclaim 40 years ago.

Gold disc: The award for Stranger on the Shore
is one of many held by the Somerset jazz giant

His best-remembered composition is
the haunting Stranger on the Shore.

In the late 1940s Acker (real name
Bernard) found himself in the Suez
Canal Zone. It was a tour that
lasted almost three years, extended
in his case by three months in a
military prison.

“l was a National Serviceman
with the Royal Engineers,” he said
at his home in the Somerset coun-
tryside. “Like everyone else I tried to
do as little as possible.

“My three years included 84 days in
a military prison — I was caught sleep-
ing on guard. When I came out of the
nick they said I would have to do
another three months to make up for
it. On top of that everyone had to do
another three months because of hos-
tilities, so I wasn’t too chuffed.”

Prison life was tough: inmates were
made to build an assault course in the
desert. “It was hard work, but what
was worse was that when we finished
building it, we had to run over it. [
asked if we could build another
instead.”

Being in prison didn’t hold him
back.

“They promoted me to lance-cor-
poral about a month after I got out of
the nick, which was great as I had to
do a guard every five days instead of
two on, four off.” More importantly, it
was during his time in Egypt that
Acker took up the clarinet.

“A guy named John Britton lent me
a little e-flat marching clarinet. He
couldn’t play it so I borrowed it per-
manently, That is how I started. Later
I managed to get a proper clarinet and
we formed a jazz band.

“We weren’t very good but we
enjoyed it and I learned a lot about
the instrument out there.”

Acker’s time in the Army was hard

May 12, Theatre by the
Lake, Keswick;

May 14, Marina

Theatre,
Lowestoft;

side of the road. It was there
for ages.

“Another bloke was trying
to work his ticket by pre-
tending to be mad. Trouble
was he’d been at it so long he
really went bonkers.”

On leaving the Army,

Stage persona: Acker Bilk with his trademark bow ller and waistcoat

but fun. “We had some good laughs,” he
said, recalling that he and his mates con-
stantly dreamed up scams.

A captain who believed Acker was a
trained blacksmith gave him a drawing of
a tin pot and asked him to make it. “I
couldn’t so I got a local Egyptian to do it,”

Acker returned to his home
village of Pensford to
become an apprentice black-
smith. But his day job rapid-
ly played second fiddle to the
band he formed.

After developing a style at
local gigs, they began to per-
form on the Bristol scene
before Acker headed for
London with the Ken Colyer Band. He
didn’t take to the big city and returned to
Bristol to form the Paramount Jazz Band.

Trad jazz was enjoying boom times and
by the early 1960s Acker had enjoyed sev-
eral chart successes, and a top-five record
called Summer Set. In 1961 he recorded

é They promoted me to lanc fe-corporal about a month

after | got out of the nick,
do a guard every five days

he said. The captain was so impressed he
authorised an extra weekly trade payment
for the undeserving sapper.

“We had loads of tricks and there was a
lot of thieving going on with the engineer-
ing plant . . . not that I did much. All I
could flog was an anvil and nobody
wanted that.

“We had 60ft-long graders to construct
airport runways. A bloke flogged one of
them. He drove it out the gate but the
buyer didn’t show up so he left it by the
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which was great as | had to
instead of two on, four off?

one of the most familiar instrumental
records of the past 50 years.

“It was originally titled Jenny, after my
daughter,” he explained. “Kevin Sheldon,
a BBC producer, wanted me to write the
theme music for a TV series, so we
changed the title to match the series. It
was Stranger on the Shore.”

It was a phenomenal success, becoming
the first record to be number one simulta-
neously in the UK and the USA. Awards
poured in and Acker and his band were in
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May 16, National
Concert Hall, Dublin;

May 19, Theatre
Royal, Norwich (with
Kenny Ball and
Humphrey Lyttelton);
June 22, Gregnog
. Festival, South
Wales; and
July 7, The
Mill, Sonning,
Berkshire.

demand all over the world. They played
several Royal Variety Performances and
during the 1960s were hardly off the TV
screens.

He recalled a BBC radio show he used
to do with jazz giant Ronnie Scott, who
died in 1996. “He was a good mate of
mine and we used to do a jazz quiz show
where they’'d play a bit of something and
then ask questions. Every time my ques-
tion came up, Ronnie would whisper a
joke in my ear and I didn’t know what the
hell was going on. Needless to say, I didn’t
win very often.”

Now 73, Acker still performs four or
five times a month, despite having beaten
throat cancer in the past two years. The
Three B’s — Bilk, Kenny Ball and Chris
Barber — are hugely successful.

And the Paramount Jazz Band is still
going strong, with base player Tucker Fin-
layson and trumpeter Colin Smith having
been members for 40 years.

“I suppose I pay ’em too well,” quipped
Acker, who is to record a new album with
fellow clarinettist Wally Fawkes, who
played with Humphrey Lyttelton for
many years.

Acker still does some TV work, includ-
ing a recent HTV special about himself
and the band. Last year he hosted a South-
ern Evye investigation for the BBC into why
soldiers in the Canal Zone were never
given the recognition of a medal.

When he is not performing, recording
or writing, Acker paints. Several oils hang-
ing in his lounge are testament to his
talent.

Many are Somerset landscapes. The
county still has a strong appeal for Acker.

“I have been all over the world through
music but always returned to my home
village,” he said. “Why? Beautiful coun-
tryside and good cider, that’s why.”

MY DAY JOB

Borderline
decision

A Territorial Army
corporal is in the UK's
front line in its war
against illegal
immigrants

HAVE you ever wondered what immigra-
tion officials are looking for when they
check your passport at airports, docks
and the Channel Tunnel?

Mark Jefferies can tell you, writes
Ray Routledge. As well as being a cor-
poral with four years’ experience with
253 Provost Company, Royal Military
Police (Volunteers) at Tulse Hill in
London, Mark's day job is as an immigra-
tion officer at Coquelles in France, where
he checks passengers about to journey
through the Tunnel.

Mark qualified as a palaeopathologist,
someone who studies human remains to
determine age and sex and work out
how they died.

“But it is a very tough profession to get
into as a career, there are so few open-
ings,” Mark told us as

he travelled to work in
France from his home
in Canterbury.

Nevertheless, he
enjoys the variety
offered by the Immi-
gration Service. “No
two days are the
same and you are not
stuck in an office. We
ensure that everyone
has a passport with
the right entry clear-
ance.

“However, the many
American and Nato
armed forces person-
nel and their families
we see travelling on
orders are exempt
from the normal con-
trols and do not need
an entry clearance or
stamp in their pass-

pons'n Py

He and his col- Control: Mark Jefferies
leagues have the Picture: Graeme Main
power of arrest and

are trained to spot fake or altered pass-
ports. Their duties include freight search-
es for illegal immigrants.

In Mark’s experience, which nationality
is the rudest to officers? “The British,” he
answered without hesitation.

@ If you in the TA and have an interesting
job we would like to hear from you. E-mail
rroutledge @soldiermagazine.co.uk or
write to him at Soldier (details in Page 86).
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Manufacturers of

Embroidered, Screen Printed and Heatsealed:
* Leisurewear ® Sportswear * Workwear

» Corporate and Promotional Clothing

We currently supply a range of garments to a number of Army Corps and
Regiments including the Queen’s Dragoon Guards, Welsh Guards, Royal
Welch Fusiliers, Royal Regiment of Wales, Army Medical Services, Adjutant
Generals Corps and Units of The Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers

For, more information or a copy of our 60 page brochure contact psm sales

Bus-infoline: 0 52 51/2013-0 2. ImEE : . b
PSM Professional Sportswear Marketing Limited

www.rass-online.de _1, S A ; - :
f/ Units 5 & 6, Hill Street Industrial Estate, Cwmbran, Gwent NP44 7PG

E-Mail: rass@rass-online.de Sramekase fAdG 10,-€
Ticket Hotline: 05254/9342 28 Kinder bis 12 J. /Children up fe 12 J. 8,-€ . Tel: (01633) 874466 Fax: (01633) 874499 E-mail: sales@psm-sportswear.co.uk

renctster: 8408 48 . ey Knsorm - Snbdebdn Bl - 34464 Padusburs - eetan §8804/88 45-8 Website:www.psm-sportswear.co.uk

EXPLOSIVE ENTERTAINMENT 2 NIGHTS *
WITH OUR FROM ONLY Per

THEMED BREAKS Apartment

: o
Limahl ga

4

RE-LIVE THE 80's quote SOLT ABBA TRIBUTE guote S0L2

Prestatyn 21st - 24th June (3 Nights) Hemsby 5th - Bth July (3 Nights)
Starring « Limahl * Plus Tributes to George Michael » Blondie Big name Tribute Bands such as * ABBA Girls * Voulez Vous
* FABBA Plus Karaoke * 70's Disco

* Madonna * Complete Madness * 80's Experience

Book now on

870 604 5641§

Quote relevant code

MOTOWN MAGIC guote SOL3

Hemshy 7th - 10th June (3 Nights)
Starring * Edwin Starr « Clem Curtis & The Foundations Plus Tributes *Prices hased on a self-catering one bedroom ‘classic’ apartment sleeping upta 4 persons.
to Diana Ross * The Bluenotes Diter subject to availability at time of booking, All other Terms & Canditions as per Pontin's 2002 edition 2 brochure.
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Picture: Cpl James Elmer (RLC)

THE Army’s ski and snowboard
teams left little of the silverware for
the Royal Navy and Royal Air Force
at the Inter-Services championships
in Megéve, France.

The women’s skiing competition
was dominated by Army team skip-
per Capt Lucy Mackenzie (RA), who
won gold in both the Super G and
giant slalom, and was named overall
combined alpine individual champi-
on. Capt Melanie Hilton (RLC)
helped the Army to the team title with
a bronze in both the downhill and
Super G events.

A bronze for Cpl Tony McGill in
the Super G, and consistently strong
performances from other team
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Star man: LCpl Kev Maddox helped guide 1 RRW to victory

Picture: Graeme Main

Viegere medal mania

Bapiug 1o be sclocted fo P al
Olympic squad.

Army snowboarding champion Cpl

League leaders

Welsh crowned
Nines champions

BRITISH Army (Germany) Rugby Union champi-
ons Ist Battalion, The Royal Regiment of Wales
proved their sporting versatility by storming to vic-
tory in the Army Rugby League’s Nines competition
at The Princess Royal Barracks, Deepcut.

Arriving from operations in Kosovo, 1 RRW
made clear their intentions to return to the Balkans
with the silverware by scoring 18 unanswered points
against 25 Engineer Regiment in their opening
match.

A well-disciplined 10-0 victory over 40 Comman-
do Squadron followed, paving the way for a semi-
final clash with one of the pre-tournament
favourites, 1 RSME. LCpl Kev Maddox (1 RRW)
proved the difference in a fiercely contested
encounter that could have gone either way.
Maddox’s outstanding ball handling and composure
under pressure ensured that his side, despite con-
ceding their first points of the competition, finished
10-6 winners.

The final against reigning Army inter-unit cham-
pions SEAE, which looked on paper to be the Welsh
side’s toughest tie of the Naafi-sponsored competi-
tion, was a surprisingly one-sided affair and 1 RRW
recorded their second 18-0 scoreline of the day.

Maddox, who was later named best overall player of
the tournament by former Bradford, St Helens, War-
rington and Wigan professional Keith Ashcroft, was
again instrumental, ripping through the SEAE defence
with his short passing and excellent kicking game.

John Craig (REME) kept the medal
haul rolling with silver in the slalom

and giant slalom races. Sgt Pete
Couch (RA) took the bronze in the
giant slalom, and in doing so secured
the team trophy for the Army.

In the women’s snowboarding, a

-
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Royalsgiuimb

Frith delivers knockout
blow to Royal Irish
championship bid

FORTUNATELY for 1st Battalion, The
Royal Regiment of Wales, LCpl Stuart
Frith’s nerve is as strong as his punch,
writes Andy Simms.

Having watched from ringside as 2nd
Barttalion, The Royal Irish Regiment
clawed back a 4-2 deficit to level the
scores in the finals of the Major Unit
championships, the heavyweight entered
the ring against L.Cpl Robert Costello
knowing that the outcome of his bout
would determine which team would be
crowned champions.

But if Frith was feeling the pressure as
he climbed through the ropes of the
Maida Gymnasium ring in Aldershot it
certainly did not show. Indeed, the raised
glove and knowing nod to his watching
team-mates suggested a high degree of
confidence.

And after hearing the first, and last, bell
of the contest there was nothing unsure
about his approach to the fight. With a
slight height and reach advantage over his
opponent, Frith emerged from his corner
in top gear and immediately set about
unlocking Costello’s defence with well-
worked combinations.

Caught cold by the ferocity of this
opening attack, Costello was rocked back
on his heels and duly received a standing
eight count from the fight referee. Sens-
ing an early end to proceedings Frith
showed no let-up in pace and soon had

his Irish counterpart facing a second
enforced break of the night. Again Costel-
lo survived the count but this time his
reprieve lasted just seconds, a flurry of
hooks immediately after the restart
prompted the referee to intervene for a
third and final time.

Speaking after the bout a jubilant Frith
told Soldier: “There was a lot of pressure
on me but I just remained focused on

Nowhere to hide: Pte Brian Hollard (1 RRW), left, corners 2 Royal Irish’s Pte Gary Weir

doing what I had to do.Winning the title
is just a fantastic feeling.” A sentiment
shared by 1 RRW’s coach Capt Martin
Jones. “I was always confident of the win
but all credit to the Royal Irish, they gave
us a good battle,” he said. “I never imag-
ined the score would go to 5-4 but I am
not complaining.

“The boys from the unit in Kosovo
have really had to tighten their belts and

Picture: Graeme Main

work hard to release my team for training.
Winning the title is our way of saving
thank you to them.”

Before Frith’s heroics, Pte Gareth Had-
dock, Pte Chris Bushbye, Pte Brian Hol-
lard and LCpl Gareth Hollard all
recorded vital wins for 1 RRW. Pte Paul
Johnston, Pte Kenneth Johnston, L.Cpl
Robert Cassels and Cpl David Finney
notched up victories for 2 R Irish.

Commonwealth contenders

FORMER Welsh schoolboy interna-
tional Cpl James Whirtfield (RLC
attached to 2 R Anglian) is hoping to
end his first season on the Army boxing
team on a high — by representing his
country at the Commonwealth Games
in Manchester this summer.

The chef, pictured left, put himself in
serious contention for a place at the
Games with an explosive display in the
finals of the Welsh ABA National cham-
pionships at the Afan Lido in Port
Talbot.

Whitfield stopped the highly-rated
Jamie Walters (Prince of Wales ABC)

midway through the second round of
their light-heavyweight final. Hammer-
ing his opponent with three- and four-
punch combinations every time he
stepped forward, Whitfield was award-
ed the bout after amassing a 15-point
lead.

Despite his emphatic victory, the
Welshman’s place at the Games is far
from guaranteed, but a strong perfor-
mance at the British Championships,
due to be held in County Kerry, Ireland
as Soldier went to press, should be
enough to convince the Welsh selectors
of his quality.
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Whitfield’s Army team-mate and the
new English ABA flyweight champion,
Spr Duncan Barriball (RE), will also be
determined to prove a point in Ireland.

The 27-year-old won the first ABA ritle
of his career in Barnsley last month and
his coach, SSgt Vinny Powell, believes
that he is capable of boxing his way in to
the England squad.

“Barriball has always had the ability to
win titles but in the past has lacked the
self-belief to do so,” he said. “Now that I
have got him believing in himself I see no
reason why he cannot go to Ireland and
win the British title.”
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SPORT

RAF grounded

THE Army cleared the first hurdle in the
Willis-sponsored Inter-Services champi-
onship at Rotherham with some style,
beating the Royal Air Force 74-3.

In ideal weather the Army pack, led by
Scotland’s Cpl Mattie Stewart (PWRR)
and Cpl Chris Budgen (RWF), produced
a platform for the back-row to play attack-
ing rugby. International Sevens stars Gnr
Andy Dawling (7 Para RHA) and Pte
Apolesi Satala (RS) led surge after surge
into the light blue defence, while Cpl
Andy Smith (RLC) and Bdr Lee Soper (7
Para RHA) thundered in with the extra
poundage to secure the driven ball.

The backs division functioned well
under new skipper Capt Howard Graham
(AGCQC), but it was particularly pleasing to
see the Fijian dimension open the throttle
with Pte Saula Roko (RGBW) and Pte
Emosi Naisaramaki (RS) both scoring
excellent tries.

This was a first-class all round perfor-

= ) % .
Cpl Mattie Stewart, left, and Cpl Andy Smith

mance, but, make no mistake, the Royal
Navy at Twickenham on May 4 will be an
entirely different kettle of fish.

® Army/Navy ticket hotline - 01252
334415.

/ RESULTS SERVICE . .

ATHLETICS: Inter-Services cross coun-
try championships, junior men's - 1,
Army; 2, RAF. Senior men’s - 1, Army; 2,
RN; 3, RAF. Veteran men’s — 1, RN; 2,
RAF; 3, Army. Women's - 1, Army; 2, RN;
3, RAF.

Army half marathon championships,
individual women - 1, Sgt Lisa Yates
(ATR Pirbright); 2, Sgt Sonia Hurst (ASPT);
3, Capt Deborah Thorne (AGC). Veteran
men - 1, Maj Nick Bateson (3 DSR); 2, Maj
Jim Wood (HQ 4 Div); 3, SSgt David Wright
(3 DSR). Senior men — 1, WO2 Kenny
Butler (RLC); 2, WO2 Craig McBurney (1
Ll); 3, Sgt John Creak (SEME). Women's
team results — 1, ATR Pirbright (Sgt Yates,
Bdr Maria Antoniou, Jo Grant). Men's team
results = 1, 3 DSR (Cpl lan Smith, Maj
Bateson, SSgt Wright); 2, SEME (Sgt
Creak, Sgt Kevin Pritchard, Capt Simon
Smith); 3, 3 Royal Irish (Pte Simon Young,
LCpl Paul Woolley, CSgt Andrew McCar-
roll).

FOOTBALL: Army 3 RAF 3; Army 0 RN 0.

Massey Trophy — AAC 1 RAC 0; Infantry
2RLC 2; AGC 0 RA 3; APTC 3R Signals 3;
RAC 1 AMS 2.

MARTIAL ARTS: Army open champi-
onships, President’s Cup winner — Cpl
Craig Hadley (REME). Mejin Shield
winner - Sig Bishnu Gurung (QG Signals).

Taekwondo, ITF senior sparring = 1,
Spr Steve Tonking (RE); 2, Cfn Stewart
Walker (REME); 3, WO2 Wayne Sibthorpe
(APTC). ITF junior sparring— 1, SSgt Paul
Tyson (REME); 2, Sig Stuart Helin (R Sig-
nals). WTF senior sparring - 1, Lt Steve
Brearton (REME); 2, Cfn Craig Goodwin
(REME); 3, Sig Andy Webb (R Signals).

\WTF junior sparring - 1, Sig Jamie Emett

. RESULTS SERVICE. .. \

(R Signals); 2, Sgt Dillon Treacy (RGBW);
3, Sig Gurung. Senior patterns — 1, Lt
Brearton; 2, Cfn Walker; 3, Spr Tonking.
Junior patterns — 1, LSgt Paul Jones
(Coldm Gds); 2, SSgt Tyson; 3, Sig Helin.
Female sparring — 1, LCpl Liz Creagh
(RLC); 2, Sgt Lorraine Stace (RLC).
Female patterns — 1, LCpl Creagh; 2, Sgt

Stace. Senior power testing — Lt Brearton.
Junior power testing — Sig Helin.

Karate, senior kumite — 1, Cpl Hadley;
2, Capt lan Rennie (QARANC); 3, SSgt
Mac Mcinroy (AGC). Junior kumite (10-7
kyu) — 1, Pte Richie Lort (R Irish); 2, Spr
Jamie De Paual (RE); 3, SSgt Phil Roby
(AGC). Junior kumite (6-5 kyu) — 1, LCpl
Jitendra Shakya (RGR); 2, WO2 Trevor
Wallis (RLC); 3, Sgt Andy Howarth (RA).
Senior kata — 1, Cpl Hadley; 2, Spr David

Fisk (RE); 3, Sgt Brian Hall (REME).
Junior kata — 1, Sgt Howarth; 2, Pte Lort;
3, Lt Col Eric Blyth (R Signals). Team
kumite — 1, CSS; 2, AMS.

Kendo, men's — 1, Spr Fisk; 2, Sgt
Howarth; 3, Maj David Worsley (QARANC).
Women's — 1, Cpl Leanne Gabittas (RLC);
2, Sgt Stace. Weapons kata - 1, Maj Wors-
ley; 2, Sgt Howarth; 3, Spr Martin Pennock
(RE).

NETBALL: Inter-Services championships
— Army 48 RN 24; Army 37 RAF 42.

SQUASH: British Army (Germany) Major
Unit championships — 1, 35 Engineer
Regiment; 2, 32 Engineer Regiment.

TENNIS: Inter-Services B champi-
onships — 1, Army (Maj Darrell Amison
(RLC), Cpl Jamie Friend (RLC), Lt Dan
Loxton (AAC) and Lt Steve Alford (LD)); 2,

RAF;3,RN. . J
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Football fundamentals

THE Army Football Association is run-
ning a series of UEFA-accredited coach-
ing courses for Army personnel.

Course dates include: Level two — May
27 - June 2, June 24-30 and September
2-8; Level three — September 16-22. For
further information contact Steve Stone
on 01252 347962 or Mil 94222 2962.

All hands on deck

CREW members are still needed to help
sail a 67ft Joint Services sailing boat from
Gosport to the Baltic via the North
Cape, the White Sea and the Russian
inland waterways.

The sailing expedition, named Exer-
cise White Bear, begins later this month
and will be divided into two-week legs
with crew changes in Aberdeen, Bodo,
Murmansk, Petrozavodsk, St Petersburg
and Kiel. For further information con-
tact Lt Cdr Andrew Spring on 01252
451817.

International call-up
A REME recovery mechanic serving
with 2 CS Regt RLLC has broken into the
international ranks of Rugby Union . . .
with Malta. Selected as a trialist, LCpl
Martin Cuschieri played alongside his
brother in Malta’s first international vic-
tory — an 8-0 win over Monaco.
Cuschieri has since featured in Malta’s
starting line-up in games against Bulgar-
ia and Norway.

Holden holds on to lead

THE Army recorded a credible second-
place finish in the Belgian Army’s annual
climbing competition at the Klimax
Sports Centre in Puurs. OCdt Joanne
Holden (RMCS Shrivenham) led the
British charge, beating competitors from
Belgium, France, Holland and Germany
to win the women’s individual title.

New king of the court

AN outstanding performance from the
newly-crowned Army squash champion
Pte Mick Grehan (RLC) helped guide
the Army to the senior men’s title at the
Inter-Services championships at HMS
Temeraire. The women’s team then com-
pleted an Army double by convincingly
winning their competition.

Walker strolls to title

THE 1 (UK) Armoured Division ski
championships at Les Contamines-
Mountjoie in the French Alps proved the
perfect tonic for Cpl Marc Walker (1 GS
Regt RLC). The Nordic skier exorcised
the disappointment of just missing out
on this year’s Winter Olympic Games by
retaining the individual nordic combina-
tion title for the fifth successive year.

E-mail: asimms @soldiermagazine.co.uk

Gunners ba

Favourites win the
battle of the big guns

7 Para RHA 42
22 AD Regt RA 8

BOMBARDMENT and counter-bom-
bardment were traded when 7 Para RHA
clashed with 22 Air Defence Regiment
RA in the Thames Water Challenge Cup
final at Larkhill — the first all-gunner
final in the Major Unit competition’s
history.

In recent years 7 Para RHA have
dominated the championships and
against the Welsh Air Defenders even-
tually rose to their imperious best, but
not before their opponents had asserted
themselves with a powerful passage of
play and a little magic, writes Roger
Thompson.

Indeed, when the Air Defence fly-half
Cfn Gareth Slade-Jones, an Army cap
and truly Welsh gunner, carved up the
Para defence to score near the posts it
briefly appeared that, just maybe, the
good-size crowd was in for a shock.

But in the second half 7 Para’s deep
seam of rugby talent, which included
ten Army caps in their starting line-up,
told. A constant supply of good ball
from the rampant pack too frequently
allowed Gnr Rory Greenslade-Jones
and SSgt Will Willcoxson to take out
two or three defenders at a time.

This unleashed, in the opinion of
many, man-of-the-match Gnr Filipe
Tagavagatini, a player of immense agili-
ty and guile, who dinked into free space
before lighting the afterburners to
sprint under the posts. He scored two
memorable tries to sink a gallant Air
Defence side that, despite injuries,
never gave up.

Between the pack and Tagavagatini
another Fijian, Gnr Derek Jang, coolly
emerged from the Army under-21 scene
to produce the smoothest of hinges
alongside the venerable SSgt John Den-
wood at scrum-half.

A memorable final ended with a pre-
dictable but well deserved result. The
Army Challenge Cup was returned in
style to Lille Barracks, Aldershot for yet
another year.

Ringing endorsement: Spr Darrel Bell (42 Survey Regt), centre, dominated proceedings
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Picture: Roger Thompson

Steve Dock
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Determined: SSgt Will Willcoxson (7 Para RHA), centre, bursts through the 22 AD Regt defence

Sappers dig deep

Incessant runners-up
toast victory at Larkhill

42 Survey Regiment 24
Armour Centre 13

THREE-times runners-up 42 Survey
Regiment were finally able to celebrate
winning the Thames Water-sponsored
Minor Unit championship title after
defeating the Armour Centre (Boving-
ton) in an open final at Larkhill, writes
Roger Thompson.

The Armour Centre, a rejuvenated
club under the management of WO2 Kes
Kvesic (KRH), put up a spirited resis-
tance before their pack was worn down by
a rugged sapper eight, which grew in con-
fidence after LCpl Ben Jones kicked four
penalties. Tries by LCpl Martin Reeves
and Lt Dan Parkinson, one of which
Jones converted, were real gems.

At half-time the Armour Centre, with a
fierce gale at their backs, looked handily
placed to overcome a 14-5 points deficit,
but were found to be a few players short
of an eight-pack.
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They failed to use the extreme ele-
ments to any sort of advantage, most
noticeably not putting the sappers under
aerial pressure in front of their own posts.

In fairness the eventual champions
were dominating the scrums and lineouts
with Spr Darrel Bell outstanding. The
20-year-old, who has represented the
Combined Services at under-21 level and
is now picking up games with Newbury in
National League division two, rang the
changes and controlled the peels at every
set-piece.

For the Armour Centre, Sgt Mark
Bevan (QRH) and scrum-half Sgt Alan
Ruddock (LD) both contributed telling
performances.

This was a hard-fought final and either
side would have been worthy champions.
Referee John Voss and his touch judges
controlled a potential hornets’ nest with a
remarkably light hand — even though that
hand was, on two occasions, forced to
flash the yellow card. At a time when ref-
erees of all persuasions and backgrounds
are being forced to take refuge in the
butts, this was a particularly good adver-
tisement for the man in the middle.

FIXTURES

Your sporting guide
to May . ..

ANGLING: 8-10 - Army boat champi-
onships (Langstone).

ATHLETICS: 8 — HQ NI divisional champi-
onships (TBC); 5 Div championships (Tid-
worth); 9 — 2 Div championships (Catterick);
16 — Zone BF(G) championships (Sen-
nelager); 17 — London district championships
(Barnet); Zone BF championships (Sen-
nelager); 29 — 4 Div championships (Colch-
ester); 30 — 4 Div championships (Aldershot).

BADMINTON: 9-10 - REME champi-
onships (Larkhill).

CLIMBING: 3 — Army championships
(Rock City, Hull).

CRICKET: 1-3 — Army festival (RMAS); 21
— Army U25s v Cambridge University Cru-
saders (Pembroke Ground); 23 — Hampshire
2nd X! v Army (Hampshire Rose Bowl); 24 -
Army v Stock Exchange (Aldershot); 26 —
Army v Free Foresters (Aldershot); 27 —
Army U25s v Wiltshire Development XI
(Aldershot); 28 — Army v Isle of Wight CC
(Aldershot).

EQUITATION: 4-6 — Aldershot Show: Inter-
Services championships (Rushmoor Arena,
Aldershot); 8-9 — Army horse frials (Tidworth).

FOOTBALL: 8 - REME Junior Craftsman’s
Cup final (UK v BA(G)) (Arborfield); Senior
Craftsman'’s Cup final (UK v BA(G)) (Arbor-
field); 10 — R Signals v AAC (Blandford); Int
Corps v RA (Chicksands); REME (UK) v
REME (BA(G)) (Arborfield); 13 — RA v REME
(Woolwich); R Signals v RE (Woolwich); RA v
R Signals (Woolwich); RE v REME (Wool-
wich); 17 — RA v RE (Woolwich); REME v R
Signals (Woolwich); 24 — RA inter-battery
shield cup final (Woolwich).

GOLF: 12-17 — Army/inter-corps match-
play championships (West Lancashire GC).

HOCKEY: 1 - Combined Services cup
winners cup (TBC); 11-12 — County champi-
onship preliminary round (TBC); 25-26 —
County championship finals (TBC).

REAL TENNIS: 12 — Seacourt v Army
(Portsmouth).

RUGBY LEAGUE: 18-20 - RDG v SEAE;
Harrogate Ladies v BA(G) Ladies; RLC v
BA(G) (RASS).

RUGBY UNION: 4 — Army v Navy (Twick-
enham); 15 - Army Sevens (Aldershot).

SHINTY: 11 — The Highlanders v
Glenorchy (Home).

SHOOTING: 1-6 — English open (Bisley); 2
— Inter-corps competition (Bisley).

WINDSURFING: 7-9 — Open champi-
onships (Weymouth).

SOLDIER’S sports desk welcomes your
stories, results and opinions.

Write to: Andy Simms, Sports Editor,
Soldier, Ordnance Road, Aldershot,
Hants GU11 2DU or e-mail him at
asimms@soldiermagazine.co.uk

Acceptance or rejection of copy is the
decision of the Sports Editor, who
reserves the right to amend for length,
clarity or style.
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Constantinople Cup
dreams shattered

Army 0
Royal Navy 0

MUCH to the frustration of head
coach Capt Alan Higgins (R Sig-
nals), the Army reaffirmed the old
football adage that it’s harder to beat
ten men than it is 11 during their
Inter-Services title decider against
the Royal Navy,

Having drawn 3-3 with the Royal
Air Force, Higgins’s squad took to the
waterlogged pitch of Aldershot’s Mil-
itary Stadium knowing that a win
would earn them the right to lift the
Constantinople Cup - a piece of sil-
verware that has eluded the Army’s
grasp for eight years.

And when LPT Steve O’Neill (HMS
Caledonia) was shown a second
yellow card on 66 minutes for a scyth-
ing challenge on SSgt Peter Tagg
(RAMUC) it looked as though the odds
were stacked firmly in the Army’s
favour.

But the Navy, who netted six times
against the RAF and needed only a
draw to be crowned champions, had
clearly not read the script.

Indeed, despite the Army’s numer-
ical advantage it was the visitors who
almost broke the deadlock on the 70-
minute mark. Spotting the Army’s
goalkeeper Cpl Jim Panniers (RE)
off his line, LPT Dave Wilson (HMS
Glasgow) chanced his luck from long
range with a speculative shot that
bounced just wide of the right-hand
post.

Rallied by the tireless running and

Getting stuck in: Pte Neal Bartlett (2 PWRR), centre, battles for the ball

neat touches of Pte Neal Bartlett (2
PWRR) in the middle of the park the
Army pushed frantically in search of
the crucial strike, but a combination
of misfortune and lack of conviction
in front of goal conspired against
them.

Cpl Gary Atkins (RE) was unlucky
not to get on the scoresheet on 76
minutes when his lofted effort beat a
stranded OM John Thompson (HMS
Ranger) in the Navy goal but not the
woodwork, and Cpl Alan Jordan
(HCR) agonisingly fired a shot over
the crossbar in the dying seconds
when a flick-on from a LCpl Brian
Wood (PWRR) corner bounced up
unkindly in front of him.

Picture: Graeme Main

MATCH FACTS

ARMY TOTAL SHOTS
SHOTS ON TARGET
CORNERS
6 E | 8
FOULS
11 s (8 9
YELLOW CARDS
RED CARDS

O

ympian flys the Banne?

Champion:

A

Sgt Sean Olsson

GREAT Britain’s hero of the 1998 Winter
Olympic Games proved that he can still handle
life in the fast lane by driving his two-man sled
into first place at the Banner Business Sup-
plies-sponsored Army bobsleigh champi-
onships in Lillehammer.

Pushed by Cpl Chris Gray (RTR), bronze
medallist Sgt Sean Olsson (1 Para) stamped
his authority on the competition, beating L.Cpl
Dai Palmer and Tpr Neil Armstrong (both 1
QDG) into pole position by a clear second.

The final spot on the winners’ podium was

claimed by veteran racers Lt Col Matt Perkin
(KORBR) and brakeman SSgt Kenny Pereira
(RAMC), who boast a combined age of 79.

4 Bolstered by the return of Olympians LCpl
Neil Scarisbrick (1 RTR) and Cpl Dean Ward (2
Para) the Army wrestled the Scottish Courage-
sponsored Inter-Services bobsleigh title from
holders the Royal Air Force. The Army dominat-
ed proceedings, with Scarisbrick and Ward beat-
ing Roval Navy 1, driven by Great Britain’s Mne
Lee Johnston, to the individual team trophy and
Sgt Olsson and Cpl Gray claiming third place./
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Special cards
for someone special

=
overy

You can now buy and send
your greetings cards,
flowers and gifts for all
occasions on-line.

W belong 1o the
Which? Webtrader
Gode of Practice

All items posted guaranteed
1st class recorded delivery
to your specified date
anywhere in the U.K

Send your special greeting
from anywhere in the world,
just visit our new website.

SMOCKS & TROPS

AT LAST A SMALL COMPANY WITH THE SOLDIERS POCKET AT
HEART. WE AIM TO BRING YOU QUALITY GOODS SAVING
YOU UP TO 40% COMPARED WITH OTHER COMPETITORS

WE ALSO OFFER YOU DIFFERENT METHODS

OF PAYMENT TO SUIT YOUR POCKET

PRI’S - TRAINING REGIMENTS - CORPS - UNITS
IF YOU'VE RECEIVED A QUOTE FOR SOMETHING THEN GIVE US A CALL .
IF WE CAN BEAT THE PRICE, WE WILL HELP YOU SAVE ££PEPPPR

AGENTS WANTED EXCELLENT COMMISION

100 VARIOUS package deals to be had this month
BUY NOW PAY LATER! LOOK WHAT'S ON OFFER!

SMOCKS - VARIOUS

ARTIC - TROP TROUSERS - SHIRTS
BOOTS

DAY SACKS

FLEECES

SLEEPING BAGS

TAC-VESTS

1. Allkit sold is brandnew

2. We can deliver in 24hrs if required/UK
3. Soon you will be able to buy online

NOT ONLY CAN WE OFFER YOU GREAT PRICES, WE CAN
ALSO DESIGN AND HELP YOU MARKET YOUR IDEAS

ARCTIC £57

SO FOR GREAT PRICES ON KIT OR MORE INFO THEN
GIVE US A CALL . .. WE ALSO EMBROID AND SELL
TAC VEST £75 T/SWEAT SHIRTS EXCELLENT PRICES

FOR MORE INFO:

| TEL: 01978 290858
FAX: 01978 310612
MOB: 07715 941881
OPEN MON-FRI 9.30 - 1600

MOUNTAIN £49

www.moderncards.com

Ask for umplﬂ lnd prices

&
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¥ Quick fun earicatures
e n‘ ey
Over 60 Mess Cartoons to date
GET THE BEST

mmm@

amail. couk  website:

UNIFORMAL
M ESS “KITS
FEMALE MESS KIT

 Piece Ready to Wear
sizes 10,12,14,16
in stock

AGC

£395.00

ROYAL SIGNALS,

RLC
£445.38

MEYNELL AVENUE,
ROTHWELL, LEEDS L526 ONU

TEL: 0113 282 6102
FAX: 0113 282 1457

Ties

from O. H. Hewett Ltd

Established records of tie designs for
over 100 years and 30,000 patterns.

Ties made to order in silk or polyester.
For information regarding prices and
minimum quantities
please contact:

0. H. Hewett Ltd at
21 Farncombe Street
Godalming, Surrey GU7 3AY

Telephone: 01483 426917
Fax: 01483 424810
Email: enquiries@ohhewett.co.uk
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Frank Finch has
made ten changes in
detail to one of his
drawings taken from
our archive. Circle
the differences in the -
lower image, cut out the whole panel, add your
name and address and send to HOAY 726, Soldier,
Ordnance Road, Aldershot, GU11 2DU by May

5

‘ ‘ A photocopy is acceptable, but only one entry per

\

person may be submitted.

Do not include anything else in your envelope.

First correct entry drawn after the closing date
will win £100; the second and third will receive
£10 gift vouchers. No correspondence of any
kind can be entered into.

The names of the winner and runners-up will
be announced in the July issue.

(Name : (Give initials and rank or title) R
€ y,
("Address : g
L >

March competition (No 724): First cor-
rect entry drawn was from P A Cooper,
87 Sig Section SIB (G) RMP, BFPO 40,
i who wins £100. Runners-up Sgt D

Smylie, 12 Tpt Sqn, 1 GS Regt RLC,
BFPO 47 and Capt (QM) J B Duckworth,
7 ABSS, BFPO 30, each receive a £10 gift
voucher. The ten differences were: Left-

hand man’s boot and mouth; centre
man’s leg; right-hand man'’s jersey; boat
tiller, transom and each oar; whale's tail-
fin and water above it. )

The shortfalls in the medical services begin

Write your own funny caption for the photograph, right, first published
in Soldier in October 1961. The best, in the Editor’s opinion, will win a
prize from our silver logo collection. Usual rules apply. Entries — on a
postcard or the back of a sealed envelope — should reach us by May 31.

to hit the Brain Surgeons’ Corps
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WHAT a droll lot you are. There
were many variations on “ass”
and “beach” themes for March'’s
photo, left, but we chose “HQ
Land’s latest attempt to do
away with vehicle mechanics
was doomed to fail” from Cpl
D C Ring, GS Coy, 6 Bn REME.
We also liked, although not
enough to send them a prize,
“Does the desert make my
ass look big” from LCpl Sarah

Dunleavy, 14 Geo Sgn
RE, Ménchengladbach;
“I told you when you
made out the indent
that it wasn't for ASS90",

from ex-WO2 R Taylor, Anfield;
“Pte Jones ponders over
whether or not to tell the RSM
that camels have humps on
their backs”, from Cpl
Thurston, 156 Pro Coy, RMP,
Colchester; “Hey, John, lovely

%

ass”, from A Vickers, 259 Sig
Sqn, Episkopi; and “Lack of
children led to a slow day for
the 1st Donkey Corps
undergoing initial training at
Blackpool prior to deploying”
from SSgt P D Hoyle, HQ
RMPTS, Chichester.
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¥

Equipment" Services \ Market PIace'v

\'Sportswear & Printed Goods . Military Tailors” Telecommunications '

www.forceslaw.nnm

Forces Legal Network - confidential
advice

www.forcesdiscount.com

Travel, motoring, holidays, insurance,
leisure, solicitors, financial services
www.wellbeingservices.co.uk
Confidential debt advice
www.rac.co.uk

For your motoring needs
www.the-love-tree.com

Where people meet on the net. Welcome to
21st century aating for friendship or love
www.modreunited.co.uk

Get reunited with Forces friends and
colleagues. Free, simple to use, safe
and extremely effective. Includes
automated email system. Past and
present personnel worldwide

WORLDWIDE SUPPLIERS OF
GUARANTEED USED
MOTORCYCLE SPARES
A 121 SERVICE TO

MEET ALL YOUR
REQUIREMENTS

www.121motorcyclespares.com

HELPING HANDS

ssnwcss |

@ http: //www soldiermagazme CO.uk

WWW. servlcepals com

Free membership to the best online
community for serving and retired UK
Forces. Chat, discussion and FRIEND
FINDER SERVICES
www.forcespenpals.com

Women around the worid who want to
write to serving and retired soldiers. Free
membership

www.forcesdating.com

Free membership to an online dating
service for military men and women
around the worid

S S T
it o e Rt

MARKET PLACE

www.traser-uk.com
mmmos the best formght
vision

; m lﬂmlmmcﬂem

www.regimentalbrooches.co.uk
J M Bickerton Manufacturing

THE ESSENTIAL JOB
SEARCH & BUSINESS
DIRECTORY

THE LIST ™

www.thelistuk.com

POSTED ABROAD?

Don’'t worry you can still play the lottery at

www.uknationallottery.com

| 14, 500 military books and more!
www.militarybooks.co.uk
Probably the best military books

site in the world
www.milpkbk.co.uk

Get “A Soldier’s Pocket Book” -
On-line security ordering

CTP - The official 3rd line of resettlement
ACHIEVE YOUR GOALS WITH

% CAREER TRANSITION PARTNERSHIP ‘

www.ctp.org.uk

Acuvué. . Focus® .

disposable contact lenses - on-line

Soflens?

FREE
SHIPPING
TO BFPO

ADDRESSES

. Freshlook ?. and more

Free carriage on orders over £500 exc vat for UK & BFPO

e-mail: army@hargreaves-promotions.co.uk
tel: 023 9282 2436

| CLOTHING & KIT

WWW. armyandoutdonr co.uk

Premier kit shop in the north west for

Cadets/TA/Servicemen extras
- www.camelbak.co. uk e

‘_ Www. ml!ltarykﬂ.com
Military clothing, footwear and
equipment for the professionals
www.hananamoon.co.uk : :
Embroidered leisurewear Hydration systems. Hydrate nr die! :
‘www.army-surplus.co.uk www.tacticalfootwear.com
BFPO mail order and on-line web stora Free shipping on all footwear orders

ComradesandColleagu es.com

The smartest way to get in touch with former comrades in HM Forces
over 2000 military units... including yours!

@rdor Online @ WAL

AliL] FARV.C&M

RTUNITIES & BUSINESS |

WWW. armycadels com

10 working day despatch service - allow 3 - 5 days for new designs
GUARANTEED ARMED FORCES DISCOUNT PRICES on all orders greater than 12

ACF leaders wanted
 www.readymoneyround.com
| British multi-level marketing

company offering full and part-time
g business opportumtres

www.123pwrr.co.uk
Website for the Princess of Wales's

Royal Regiment
www.royalirishregiment.co.uk
Website for the Royal Irish Regiment

« _

www.emctaxfree.com
Europe’s largest tax free specialist

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR THE
LATEST NEWS OF THE ARMY

www.soldiermagazine.co.uk

CHE
WISHLIST:

www.hargreaves-promotions.co.uk

MEDALS

www.worcmedals.com
Worcestershire Medal Service Ltd
www.kanddmedals.com

Full-size and miniature medals
service

JOHN BULL

Email: John.bull@btclick.com

www.johnbullclothing.com
DISCOUNTS ON BULK ORDERS
TEL: 01748 833614 FAX: 01748 836909

11 Hildyard Row, Catterick Garrison, N. Yorks DL9 4DH

 mussums |

www.keepmilitarymuseum.org
Military Museum of Devon & Dorset
www.rrw.org.uk

South Wales Borderers Museum
www. easthournemuseums. co.uk

The Queen’s Royal Irish Hussars
Museum

www.armymuseums.org.uk

Definitive guide to regimental
museums, ancestor tracing and 4,000
volume regimental bibliography
www.rwfmuseum.org.uk

The Royal Welch Fusiliers Museurm
WWW.rememuseum.co.uk

REME Museum

- GAME on

Must-have gadgets and games remewed by Soldier




DIRECT FROM THE MANUFACTURER
Many regiments’ gold brooches in stock

Commissions for that special item undertaken
SUPERB DIAMOND SET BROOCHES MADE TO ORDER

JM.BICKERTON

Manufactuning Jewellers
23 Vyse Street, Birmingham B18 6LE
For List & Quote Tel/Fax:- 0121 551 7366
Callers at our showroom welcome
HIGH QUALITY ASSURED
E.mail jmb @ regimentalbrooches.co.uk
Visit our website www.regimentalbrooches.co.uk

REGIMENTAL BROOCHES

Royal Signals
9ct gold £140

SOLAC
0044 1274

email: claire@

%, Complete legal advicegor

SHOP AT SOLMART

Stringtown i
Supplies |

29 High Street, Polegate, East Sussex BN26 SAB

== |

P.L.C.E
Arktis

58 webbing
Berghaus
Matterhorn
Hi-tec
Buffalo
N.B.C
Snugpak
Maglites No. 12
Soldier ‘95 Catalogue

, survival & replica weaponry catalogues.

RE

- 00000000000

£
=
B

To advertise in Soldier’s
Web Watch contact: }

advertising nagazine.Co.uK
or telephone 01252 347352 weww stringrownsupplies co uk
Email-enquiries@stringtownsupplies.co.uk

WORCESTERSHIRE MEDAL SERVICE LTD §
56 Broad Street, Sidemoor, Bromsgrove B61 8LL
Tel: (01527) 835375 or Fax (01527) 576798
Specialists in Medals and Medal Mounting
Full size and Miniature Medals and Ribbon
Medals professionally mounted to the highest standards

- _Queen’s Golden Jubilee
Miniature Medal offer

Have your full size and
miniature medals mounted
by us and we will supply the
miniature Jubilee Medal

FREE OF CHARGE.

Quantity discounts available to units

Send SAE, phone or email us lor a copy of our comprehensive sales catalogue
See our website for full details of all our services.
“Secure on-line ordering on our website”
w.worcmedals.com Email: wms @ worcmedals.com
S|

maf == Credit card orders accepted

COSTELL

Civil & Military Bespoke Tailors

LADIES & GENTS MESS KIT

SPECIALISTS

INTEREST FREE CREDIT
For All Your Uniform, Suit, Blazer and
Accessories Contact:

UK: 020 8478 2780 GERMANY: 05252 4631
UK: 284-294 Ley Street. Ilford Essex IG1 4BS

! G books...

T
o8

" love you, miss you, happy birthday,
ﬂ happy anniversary... let rxfur deliver your
1 personal message, tucked safely inside his rucksack,
* with massive style and impact, whatever the occasion...

TO SEND rofUr tsecre onive ordenng) DR CALL (ines open 24 hours)
www.sendrfurcom 0870 755 7387

BEST NEW-CAR DISCOUNTS ¢

www.ACEsales.co.uk
12 Whitehall, Lidlington, Beds. MK43 0RS

For the very best deals
Call: (UK) 01525 406 206
Fax: 01525 403 999

You can find out by reading the action-packed new novel

“SOME DISTANT SHORE”

By Reg Osborn. ISBN: 0-9541565-0-1. Signed copies now available by post from:
Banyan Books, 55 Norbury Hill, London SW16 3LA

+ £5.00 pap - World- ™\
£' ' 8 99 + £2.00 pap - UK E' ' . 99 wide surface mail |

A fact based fiction tale of the litle-known WW2 story of covert operations that took place
hundreds of miles behind enemy-held islands in the Aegean by units of Army, SBS and RN's
Special Service personnel. It's an exciting, gripping tale of violent action both on land and
sea, love and sex, religious and political chicanery, hidden looted treasure worth many|
thousands of pounds, courage, duplicity, betrayals and brave comradeship.

A
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We're always here | #2225 7777

+44 1603 205 209

for Insurance e ranci
Call us 7 days a week:

LOST

. MED AI S “RLC/AGC, D&D, Staffordshire - £320 (inc VAT, rank)
= *

RE, R Sig, RAMC, REME, RA,, Paras, Kings, Queens,

s .+ Replaced in record time AAC - £340 (inc VAT, rank, shirt & tie)
FULL SIZE & MINIATURE *:TH- HHFG-C gigg _(ichAT&rar;k}
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE W et e NN

Write or phone for quotation
RAYMOND D HOLDICH
Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre, 7 Whitcomb Street London
WC2H THA
Tel: 020 7930 1979 Fax: 020 7930 1152
www.rdhmedals.com E-mail:rdhmedals@aol.com

2 UNIFORMAL

MESS KIT5 MADE-TO-MEASURE TAILORING
QP 10 G R Sip TUCNE: NENE, Pares, Kingt, 85 STEWART ROAD, BOURNEMOUTH BH8 8NZ
in V}H', rank, shirt & tie) +p&p £330 7 5y
& Tel: 01202 302846 Fax: 01202 383874
D, e D £315 |
F et e Email: sales@messdress.com
) finc V.’dT. rank, shirt & tie) +p&p £340 -
i ,'\J,-,,- <" Most Medals £6.00 loose
for Over 30 Year " RMP Collar Badges £5.95
Tallors to mea_sure you in CDurtmuuntlng £4 ﬂﬂ per medal

most units in the UK

S LS26 ONU

¥ s = I\
available if required  “FE1 5113 585 6102 FAX: 0113 282 1457

Internet
Services
for the
T Army

Official domain name - .mod.uk or.mil.uk?

If you are planning to establish an official domain (for either email or
a website), as per DCI Gen 240/00, speak to us — we can help you!

The name is registered with MoD, but hosted
by an ISP of your choice - choose MilNetUK!

Our dial-up system is a first-class (fast) service, compatible with
UK-based MoD telephone exchanges. Use it from work or from home.
For your personal security, we require no personal details from you.
A proportion of our profits will be donated to Service charities.
For more information about MilNetUK, visit:

www.milnet.uk.net

or phone 01258 454834/472473

For free CD (Win9x/NT) write to MilNetUK, Box 4111, Blandford, Dorset DT11 7YH

B A —
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EMBROIDERED LEISUREWEAR

- Wide range of garments. ~ Low minimum order.

Full colour brochure,  T-shirts, sweatshirts,

polos, sportswear & much more
Free embroidery proof No set up charge. Quick delivery.
Competitive prices — embroidered polos from £6,
sweats £8, t-shirts £4.40
SPECIAL OFFERS TO HM FORCES (INC. FREE T-SHIRTS)

Forces and

fix-Service Personnel
WOUNDS? DISEASES? INJURIES?
CAUSED BY SERVICE

'ALSO INDUSTRIAL INJURIES, DISEASE
- AND PERSONAL ACCIDENT CLAIMS

YOU MAY BE ENTITLED TO

"COMPENSATION

SALL THE CLAIMS SPECIALISTS!
. FREEPHONE
10500 22 20 22 NOW!

THORN COMPENSATION SERVICES LTD MARSH HOUSE, 92A
MARSHLAND ROAD, MOORENDS, DONCASTER, DN8 457.

EMBROIDERED |
SWEATERS SWEATSHIRTS
POLO SHIRTS CAPS & BADGES

- PRINTED
[-SHIRTS SWEATSHIRTS
JACKETS CAPS BADGES

SUPPLIER OF ALL INCLUSIVE EMBROIDERY
AND PRINTING

Tee-Shirts- Sweatshirts-Polos
Hooded Sweatshirts-Fleece Jackets
Base Ball Hats w‘z
Detaile
Nomnﬁham Screen ?nntx 10, Park Road.
L thorpe. Notttingham. NGS 4HR
Tel: 0115 0676262 Fex 0115 0263599
E Mail: nottmsp@tesco.net

VISTA TIES

are Tie Manufacturers and can supply

ANDI.GTGMOREI

213 CROFTON CLOSE, ALLENBY
BUSINESS VILLAGE, LINCOLN _ngm“

4

MICHAEL JAY
Exclusive HAND CUT

TAILORING

Our unbeatable
MESS DRESS “

INCLUDES offer”

H 14 day Make or
I 48 hr EXPRESS
M Lowest prices
H Best fit

] nghesl quality
B Best payment terms
Local agent (o measure in most areas

Tel:01449 614602 Fax01449 614604 |

As our customers say
The service is simply unbeatable
& TOMO BUSINESS

VISTA TIES
28 HIGH STREET

*
¥
**
; *

* MERSTHAM

SURREY RH1 3EA
Tel:01737 645113 Fax:01737 645892

PARK STOWMARKET SUFFOLK IP14 BAY

b t‘;‘;

Y
oy %

's Ros

=24 Joy’s Roses &
"_"-' :'J \ ";': 7
2 & Flowers &
Flowers for all occasions. Births/Birthdays/Anniversaries/

To say I love you/ Get well soon
SENT DAILY TO UK & NI

SOMEONE SOMEWHERE IS
WAITING TO HEAR FROM YOU

BOUQUET - ROSES RED or YELLOW or WHITE or MIXED (12 Blooms) ..
BOUQUET - ROSES RED or YELLOW or WHITE or MIXED [24 Blooms) .. wens B168:00
BOUQUETS NO ROSES .. e o £12 00 -. £20.00
BOUQUET - FREESIA & FEHNS {40 Bmoms} .. £15.00

SPECIAL ’WIX&D BOUQUETS

< ¥

- £14.00

BOUQUET - SPECIAL MIXED inc. ROSES (30 Blooms)... .. £18.00
BOUQUET ~ SPECIAL MIXED inc. ROSES (50 Blooms)... . £20.00
BOUQUET ~ SPRING BOUQUET (30 BIOOMS) ....ovvs-eevevies e £15.00

|
|
HOTLINE: 01481 246708
Sy ALL C/Cs ACCEPTED/POSTAL ORDERS/CHEQUES ¥
o\ MADE PAYABLE TO: ¥ &
Joy’s Roses & Flowers,Flamingo, 4%

St Sampsons,Guernsey, C.I. GY2 4WB ,3 .
Telephone: (01481) 246708  Fax: (01481) 243406 rf ;:‘

| LOST OR NEW |

BODYLINE

. MEDALS
from the leading brands. Full size & miniature supplied
@uﬂmmum

Professionally mounted
Hand-sewn ... not glued
Pro*Star BODYLINE
foc hoclke

K&D Medals

33 The Cresecent, West Wickham, Kent BR4 OHE

Tel: 020 B777 2426
kanddmedals@aol.com

NE S X E 1

>y

Full range can be seen on-line
01709

bodyllnesports 377986

Employment Problems/Redress by complaint
Need help and Legal advice?
Contact:

0845 6011260
www.forceslaw.com

For free 30 minute initial diagnostic interview with lawyers
experienced in the Armed Forces who speak your language

May 2002 SOLDIER



This superb die-struck commemorative medal is available in
full size and miniatureto all who served in Near, Middle and Far East.

ﬁe Eastern Service Medal

Send s.a.e. for your application form today.
DPS Awards, P. O. Box 6961, Bromsgrove B61 8LA

Commemorative medals are not official but may be obtained as a souvenir/keepsake. They should
nat be worn by serving personnel with/alongside British official decorations/ medals/honours.

GOLDEN JUB =
COMMEMORAT |VERIED)

SSAFA

Bigbury Mint

wavw higburymint.con

CLICK ON - CLICK ON

DISCOUNTS ON SERVICES & PRODUCTS

A PARTNERSHIP WITH YOU IN MIND
www.forcesreunited.org.uk

www.forcesdiscount.com

‘'www.gladstonebo

| MAGNUM DUTY SHOE .
| MAGNUM CLASSIC . ;
| M PATROL (ANKLE BOOT) ..

| FULL LEATHER
| MAGNUM SYMPATEX (WATERPROOF) |
| - £67.00

| DR MARTEN SHOE ..
| DR MARTEN BOOT ..
| TACTICAL BOOT ....

. PRO BOOTS ALSO AVAILABLE)
| FAST MAIL ORDER

by ;;rfaif Urf;'er
REGIMENTS,
SHIPS, SQUADRONS
Clubs & Reunion

Blazer buttons, med:
SAE appreciated

Tel/Fax: 01594 832200 (8am/10pm)

Kinlet Hall
Nr Bewdley
Wores DY12 3AY

MOFFATS SCHOOL
for BOYS & GIRLS 4 to 13

A happy family school in beautiful countryside
on the SHROPSHIRE/WORCESTERSHIRE border
proud of our long association with Service families
@ Most of our pupils are full boarders
o Small classes: high all-round achievement without stress
o Expert help and support for dyslexia and other special needs
o Classwork balanced by many activities incl. music, art & drama
o All games and riding taught in our 100-acre grounds
o Our own escorts to and from major stations and all UK airports
@ Hospitality and fun for children in half-terms and exeats
e Affordable fees for Service personnel

Tel: (01299) 841230

THE GOLD WIRE BADGE l'()\ll'\\\'

GOLD WIRE BLAZER BADGE

FAIRBAIRN-SYKES COMMANDO KNIV EbiBlackJ
WITH LEG/BELT SHEATH

BERETS: RED, GREEN, NAVY, BLACK, 84S, I, u,m
INFANTRY DRAWOORD LEATHER HEADBAND Lgﬁ

GOLD DRESS CORDS FOR STD L20.0

REGIMENTAL TIES & BOWS £1030
WHITE LEATHER GAUNTLETS £24.00
WHITE COTTON GLOYES £4.00
WHITE COTTON MASONIC GLOVES £550
LEATHER STANDARD CARRIERS £30.00

LEATHER STANDARD CARRIERS (made to
measure) L3500
STANDARD CARRYING CASE 200
PARACHUTE REGT STANDARD C. -\RR[FRS\J\[TH
ALL ELEVEN BATTLE HONOURS

PACE STICKS Eﬂlﬂ“
SWAGGER STICKS, CHROME & BLACK £13.00
LAPEL BADGES: AIRBORNE ARTILLERY ~ £2.00
RA GREEN BERET £2.00
PARA RED BERET £2.00
PARA CAP BADGE £1.30
PEGASUS 1942 - 1999 COMMEMORATIVE LAPEL

BADGE E20
BRASS CAR GRILLE BADGES £1000
S/STEEL & PLASTIC GRILLE BADGES £10.00
REGIMENTAL WALL PLAQUES £18.00

EPAULETTE

For officers or other ranks.

With or without unit designa
also

DRAB NAME TAP

%ny quﬁtty supphed
'S.A.E. for price list

Mncasbzre bl

.C0.uk |

. PHONE FOR CATALOGUE |

TROPHIES & AWARDS
FOR EVERY O ‘

(Golfing awards a speciality)

Presentation awards
Trophies & Incentives
Plaques & Shields
Salvers &

Hand cut ¢

Hole in one awards
Engraving

Large range to suit
Discounts available,
l-ur Erte 2002 mlnur brochure contact:

helmsford, CM2 9UW
66

Export orders welcome

DEBT PROBLEMS?

Are your outgoings more than your income? ﬁf/&s

Are your creditors threatening you with:
Court summons, Solicitors, Bankruptey, Bailiffs,
Debt collectors, Disconnection, Attachment of earnings?

If you can answer yes to any of the above, then contact us
now. We provide realistic solutions for all debt problems
without the need to borrow more money.
Telephone (0044) 01329 515532
for a FREE and CONFIDENTIAL consultation.

Or visit our website: Www.wellbeingservices.co.uk

W ELLBEING SERVICES

LUTION

WINDSOR MEDAL . "

MOUNTING SERVICES AEL JAY
Miniature medals supplied
and mounted from £10.00 +psp UNIFORMS
Full size medals mounted MADE TO MFASURE
OR's and Officers Mess Dress

from £350 each + p&p
ALL MEDALS MOUNTED OR's and Officers No. 2 Dress
OR's and Officers No.1 Dress

PROFESSIONALLY NOT GLUED

TEL: 07786073060 g i -
7 NICHOLLS WALK, WINDSOR SL4 4YA Regimalnt.al D.B. Blazers
r— = F i Sports Jackets and Trousers
= ‘@ :uj = q Dinner Suits

= Lounge Suits

48Hr. or 2Week Make up

Michael Jay Ta.iloring
5 TOMO BUSINESS PARK, STOWMARKET
SUFFOLK IP14 5AY

Suppliers of Sweatshirts, Polo Shirts, e A L

TIShirts Hooded Sweatshirts, Rugby
Jerseys, Baseball Caps and many
other items. All can be printed or

embroidered. Send for a free colour
catalogue and price list. DIAMON D

SUN RESORTS

Bu yourawnidealholi
Y or retirement home s

4

sun

on the Costa Blanca,Costa

del Sol, the Algarve & Cyprus

VISTA SPORTS LTD

One off BLAZER BADGES a speciality at no extra
charge, SEND FOR FREE LISTS

11 Dalehead Drive, Shaw, Oldham, Lancs OL2 RJT.
Telephone/Fax: 01706 846648

E-Mail: sales(@thegoldwirebadge.co.uk
www.thegoldwirebadge.co.uk

SOLDIER May 2002

Phone: 0151-546 51&
Fax: 0151-549 1128

28 HIGH STREET
MERSTHAM
SURREY RH1 3EA

Tel: 01737 645113
Fax: 01737 645892

Buy NOW while the £ is strong!

Call 01625613 681
Marlborough Court, Pickford St,

e.mail:- pr

agents for ATOL Holders




PEN PAL
REPLIES:

To reply to a pen pal, write a letter and

send it to address below:

Soldier Magazine, Ordnance Road,
Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU

* The box number must be clearly written in the
top left corner of all your replies.
* Replies should consist only of letter and
photograph if requested.
* Replies received more than three months after
the cover date, large, heavy or poorly
addressed 1 will not be fi ded
Website: www.soldiermagazine.co.uk
Email: hshekyls@soldiermagazine.co.uk

Carol, (50), 5ft with blonde hair and fair
skin. Works full time and enjoys flower
arranging, travel, dancing, cooking,
sunny holidays, swimming, music, TV
and homelife. Romantic person, loyal,
truthful, impulsive and adaptable.
Seeking pen pals, 40-55. P075

Grace, (70), 5’4", medium build.
Enjoys writing, radio, TV and reading.
Seeking pen pals of any age. P076

Simon, (23), with blonde hair and blue
eyes. Enjoys socialising, drawing,
football, reading and playing pool. In
the armed forces, seeking pen pals to
write to, any age group. PO77

David, 5’7" with brown hair and blue
eyes. Enjoys extreme sports, clubs and
meeting new people. Seeking female
pen pals, 20-25. PO78

Gayle, (22), 5’8" with brown hair and
brown eves. Enjoys reading, listening to
music of many types, walking the dog in
the local countryside and TV. Seeking
pen pals, 19-25. P079

Rachel, (17), 5’4" with blonde hair.
Enjoys music, films, cooking,
decorating and reading. Sensitive and
kind, seeking pen pals, 19-30. POBO

Kelly, (28), 5’2", slim build with
blonde hair and blue eyes. Enjoys pubs,
cinema, football, travel, meeting new
people, socialising and having lots of
fun. Seeking fun-loving soldiers who are
up for a good laugh, 25-35. P081

Marie, (21), 531" with shoulder
length brown hair and brown eyes.
Enjoys swimming, going to the gym,
cross-stitch and having fun. Seeking pen
pals, any age. P082

Kym, 5’6" with mid length brown hair
and blue eyes. Enjoys the gym, dancing,
pubs, clubs and socialising. Seeking pen
pal, 17-22. Po83

Debbie, (42), 5’2" with blonde hair. A
fun and bubbly air stewardess who
enjoys foreign travel, eating out, most
types of music, theatre and the cinema.
Seeking male pen pals worldwide and
serving officers, single or divorced with
GSOH, 36-45. P084

Rachel, (23), 5’8" with blonde hair.
Enjoys swimming, pubs, clubs, evenings
in and out and the cinema. Seeking pen
pals with similar interests and GSOH,
23-30. PO85

Julie, (40), 5’6" with golden blonde
hair and blue eyes. Enjoys all aspects of
living a healthy lifestyle, cycling,
running, walking, aerobics and gym
work. Avid animal lover especially cats.
Professional lady, ex-forces childhood
background. Seeking pen pals, 35-45.

P086

Claire, 5’6", slim, attractive with long
red hair with blonde highlights and grey
eyes. Works in a health club and enjoys
clubs and pubs. Seeking pen pals of any
age group. P0O87

Gill, (37), 5°4", slim with long dark
chestnut hair and brown eyes. Loves
animals, especially dogs, enjoys cosy
evenings in and days out, antiques, the
countryside, meeting interesting and
unusual people. Seeking fit male
soldiers with integrity, intelligence and
GSOH for genuine friendship, 33-43.

P088

Sarah, (29), slim with medium length
blonde hair and blue eyes. Has two
children and enjoys swimming, walking,
gardening, pubs and clubs. Would love
to hear from pen pals who are friendly,
outgoing and good conversationalists,
27-37. P089

Steven, (31), 5’5" with fair hair. Non-
smoker who enjoys most sports,
travelling, evenings in and out and
trying to keep fit. Seeking pen pals 26-
35 who love children. P090

Tracey, (25), North West gal, looking to
meet new friends and have some fun.
Works at a gym and enjoys aerobics and
socialising. Seeking pen pals of any age
group. P0O91

Sara, (36), 5’2" with brown hair and
blue eyes. Enjoys reading, letter writing,
cinema, cross-stitch, photography and
history. GSOH and enjoys meets new
people and would like to write to like-
minded pen pals, 30-40. P092

Julia, (25), 5’3" bruneue with long
hair. Enjoys walking, going to the gym,
cinema, eating out and enjoying life.
Qualified hairdresser, down to earth
with GSOH. Secking pen pals, 25-40.

P093

Maxine, (30), 5’3" with light brown
hair and blue-grey eyes. Enjoys reading,
walking, cinema and spending time with
my two sons, 7 and 14 years old. Seeking
honest and genuine pen pals who like
children, 30-37. P94

TO ADVERTISE
FOR A PEN PAL

Please send for details

enclosing a stamped, SAE to:
Soldier Magazine,

Ordnance Road, Aldershot,
Hants GU11 2DU

Or visit Soldier Magazine
online at:

www.soldiermagazine.co.uk
Email: hshekyls@soldiermagazine.co.uk
All pen pal adverts must be prepaid

BOOKS

Keep in step, with A SOLDIER’S
POCKET BOOK. Great value for
money. A ‘must have’ for your kit. Price
£7.50. See www.milpkbk.co.uk or email:
sales@milpkbk.co.uk., Tel/fax 01964
542878. Military Pocket Books, PO
Box 28, Beverley HU17 5LA 12/02

FREE MILITARY catalogues/books
wanted. Will collect. Marine & Cannon
Books, Sandowne, Tiverton Heath,
Tarporley, Cheshire CW6 9HN. Tel:
01829 732524. 03/05/07/09/11-02

“HEAD-DRESS BADGES
OF THE BRITISH ARMY”

by Kipling & King.

THE COLLECTOR’S BIBLE.

Volume One: (1800-1920) £65.
Volume Two: (1920-1998) £45,

Post free
H. L. & P. King, 3 Saxon Croft,

Farnham, Surrey GU9 7QB.
Tel: 01252 716303

BUSINESS OPPS

The List — The Services’ Business
Network, The International Business &
Job Search Directory. Web:
www.thelistuk.com or tel: 01483
200863 04/03

Offshore jobs £22-60k per year. No
experience  necessary. For  free
information pack send: S.A.E. to PO
BOX 5318, East Kilbride, Glasgow, G74
3X]. 06/02

For Sale - Business Centre.
Established for nine years renting fully-
furnished offices in centre of Dorset
town with guaranteed parking.
Completely equipped with N'T server
and network terminals, ISDN line,
copier, fax etc. Well-trained staff
provide secretarial, telephone-
answering, payroll and many other
services to wide client base over large
area. Contact Frank Matthews on
01935 812121 for further information.

British and overseas military badges,
collars, titles, formation signs. Regular
comprehensive stock lists £2. Castle
Armoury Dept. 10, PO Box 312, Dover
CT16 3QP. 12/02

BRITISH ARMY CAP BADGES.
3 x lst stamps for list. Many scarce.
Anthony Webb, 84, Merritt Road,
Greatstone, New Romney, Kent TN28
88Z 12/02

Free 2002 catalogue for those in the
Forces. Dragon Supplies offers
essential military kit at superb prices!
Telephone: 01473 822495. 12/02

Military Fine Arts. Britain'’s leading
British military art dealer. Access to all
British publishers, artists and dealers.
Send £4 for Editon 8, 2,500-item
catalogue (incl 35+ SAS). Cheques
payable to G Jennings-Bramly. 5
Feversham Road, Salisbury SP1 3PP.
Phone: 01722 328523. Visit
www.militaryfinearts.com 12/02

VISIT OUR WEBSITE: www.soldiermagazine.co.uk

Army Cap Badges and military
cigarette cards. Send SAE plus 80p
for lists. Clans and Regiments, 14 Elm
Grove, Aldbrough, East Yorkshire
HUI11 4RQ. 1202

Peter Hicks Associates, compre-
hensive range of military figurines
available in resin bronze and silver.
Commissions always considered. Ring
for information/brochure. Tel/fax: 01380
828382, Website www.peterhicks.com
and email: sales(@peterhicks.com 1202

MILITARY MATTERS

HAND EMBROIDERED GOLD WIRE
BLAZER BADGES & HAND PAINTED
WALL PLAQUES (salect any Regiment or Corps)

BERETS (ANY COLOUR), SAM BROWNES,
SWORD KNOTS & BAGS, EPAULETTE
SLIDES & BOARDS, TIES (REGIMENT, CORPS
OR ASSOCIATION)

Shouild there be any item you require which is not
mentioned, please contact us, and we will
endeavour to help, as we are unable to list all the
products in our portfolio. Whether you are buying
for yourself, or a loved one, we will be happy to give
you prices and quantity discounts upon application.

BURN BANK LODGE, BURN BANK, GREENFIELD,
SADDLEWORTH, OLDHAM OL3 7LT
TEL: 01457 877010 FAX: 01457 878499
EMAIL: houghton.bailey@btinternet.com
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Regimental Shields, Plaques and
Shieldclocks. In good company with
most regiments and corps of the
British Army we made your shields for
the Falklands, the Gulf and now
Bosnia and Croatia and most other
UN locations. Let us design your
regimental and operational shields.
Write for a full colour brochure to:
Military Marketing International, 74~
77 Steward Street, Ladywood,
Birmingham BA18 7AF. Tel/fax: 0121-
4545393, Minimum order 25 Shields.
£11.95, no VAT outside the UK.
Shieldclocks £19. Website address:
www.militarymarketing.co.uk  Email:

mmisales@militarymarketing.co.uk 12/02
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Good quality jumpers in regimental
colours and other military gifts. For
further information please call 020 7520
9212 or email: infl@smartturnout.co.uk
or www.smartturnout.co.uk 0203

Black and brown brogues, loafers,
cavalry boots and chukka boots in
leather and suede. For further
information please call 020 7520 9212
or email: infi@smarturnout.co.uk or
www.smartturnout.co.uk 02/03

Cap badges, regimental ties, blazer
badges, medals, insignia. Send £2, for list
to: Cairncross (Dept S), 31 Belle Vue
Street, Filey, North Yorkshire. Website
address www.cairnxson.freeserve.co.uk

12/02

Quality makers of pipe band &
uniform accessories hand-
embroidered badges Irish & Scottish
family crest pipe banners, sashes,
regimental banners & standards in bullion
wire at rock bottom prices. ISO 9902
certified. Topflyz Industries 21/414 Majid
Pura, Sialkot 51310/Pakistan. Tel: +92
432 580913 Fax: +92 432 588547 email:
topflyz{@skt.comsats.net.pk 02/03

Soldier 280 issues 1949-97. Old
Scottish regimental colours A. Ross.
Army and Navy illustrated 7 vols.
1895-98. The Sphere bound 1914-
18. Offers to: Box No. 004, Soldier
Magazine, Ordnance Road,
Aldershot, Hampshire, GU11 2DU,

05/02
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ADVERTISING DEPARTMENT: TEL: 01252 347352 or EMAIL: advertising@

soldierms:

09 March 2002

3-way tie for 1st Place (22 Goals,
£3,400.00): Pte NJ Bartlett, 2
PWRR, Aldershot; Maj KJ Clarke,
JSCSC, Shrivenham; LSgt KJ Col-
lett, 1 WG, Aldershot

14-way tie for 2nd Place (21 Goals,
£378.57 each): LCpl JP Ashurst, 38
Engr Regt, Ripon; Lt Col P Carter,
Comd Efficiency Unit, Salisbury; Cpl
AP Cook, 1 Bn REME, Osnabruck;
Pte AK Davies, 4 GS Med Regt,
Aldershot; SSgt J Driver, JSSU (AN),
Ayios Nikolaos; Capt MRP Macken-
zie, 1 RGBW, Ballykinler; Sgt GDS
Mahon, 16 CS Med Regt, Colch-
ester; Capt CG Mine, 11 Signal
Regt, Blandford; Sgt KA Murray, 150
Pro Coy RMP, Catterick; Cpl DJ
Needham, 3 (UK) Div Sig Regt, Bul-
ford; Spr AM Newsome, 36 Engr
Regt, Maidstone; LCpl MT Schofield,
2 CS Regt RLC, Gutersloh; Sgt DC
Woodhouse, 667 (D&T) Sgn AAC,
Middle Wallop; SSgt PAJ Yates, 205
Fd Hosp (V).

16 March 2002

4-way tie for 1st Place (25 Goals,
£2925.00 each): Tpr RNF Houghton,
QRH, Sennelager; LCpl M James, 2
PWRR, Aldershot; Sgt JH Marshall,
HQ Dhekelai Garrison; Cpl DL Melia,
36 Engr Regt, Maidstone

21-way tie for 5th Place (24 Goals,
£180.95 each); LCpl LJA Amos,
HCR, Windsor; Cpl EA Barrass, 89
PCU RLC, Heidelberg; Tpr AJ Boyd,

CATC Armd Sgn, Warminster; Capt
RJ Carter, RMAS, Sandhurst; Capt
JL Day, HQ Ashchurch Stn; Pte SMA
Deacon, 1 WFR, Omagh; Sgt BJ
Devlin, 4 Bn REME, Bordon; Cpl A
Dryland, ATR Pirbright; Pte KW Far-
quharson, 1 BW, Fallingbostel Capt
BS Haggerty, HQ DCSA, Corsham;
Maj AM Hulme, HCR, Windsor; SSgt
WM Lawie, 1 (UK) ADSR, Herford;
PTE G Lynch, 1 RHA, Tidworth; Capt
MS McClellan, RAC Centre Regt,
Bovington; Sgt GJ Niccolls, 1 RHA,
Tidworth; SSgt ME Peebles, Army
Apprentices Coll, Arborfield; Sgt P
Scott, 14 Regt RA, Larkhill; Cpl KJP
Slater, 14 Sig Regt (EW), Brawdy;
Sgt JA Spencer, 3 RHA, Hohne;
SSgt BJ Stoddart, 1 GH, Warmin-
ster; Cpl TG Tilcock, 21 Engr Regt,
Osnabruck

23 March 2002

4-way tie for 1st Place (21Goals,
£2925.00 each): Capt BH Bryan, 3
(UK) Div Sig Regt, Bulford; LCpl ST
Clarke, HQ ARRC Sp Bn, Rhein-
dahlen; Cpl RNA Denwood, 7 Air
Asslt Bn REME, Wattisham;Lt AJL
Gardner, 3 R Irish, Portadown.
24-way tie for 5th Place (20Goals,
£158.33 each): WO2 P Almond, 1
RRF, Celle; Sgt P Batty, 7 Air Asslt Bn
REME, Wattisham;WO2 DW Boyes,
Rhine Area Sp Unit,
Rheindahlen;Cpl LM Cole, 1 Regt
AAC, Gutersloh; LCpl LA Corlett, 4
Armd Bde Sig Sqn, Osnabruck; Cpl

W.J Crowley, ATR Winchester;LCpl C
Dolan, 1 QLR, Catterick;Cpl
Evans, 59 Indep Cdo Sqn RE,
Chivenor; Cpl MS Gay, QRL,
Osnabruck; Lt Col C Hawkey,
SHAPE; Pte RA Kendall, Army Foun-
dation Coll, Harrogate; WO2 D
Markham, ITC Catterick;LCpl Gl
McGill, 39 Engr Regt, Cambridge;
Sgt MR Plested, 12 Regt RA, Sen-
nelager; SSgt PK Roulet, 4 GS Med
Regt, Aldershot; Pte MA Scarr, Army
Foundation Coll, Harrogate; Capt DC
Scott, Upavon Sp Unit; WO2 AG
Smith, DITT, Blandford;Maj JJ Smith,
HQ ARRC, Rheindahlen;W02 MC
Thompson, 2 RGJ, Paderborn; Pte
AV Vanig, Scots DG, Fallingbostel;
Sgt AR Wright, Royal Hosp Haslar,
Gosport; Capt JP Wright, 1 Regt
AAC, Gutersioh.

30 March 2002

1st Place (27 Goals, £5500.00):
LCpl C M Robinson, 4 Regt AAC,
Wattisham

8-way tie for 2nd Place (26 Goals,
£1250.00 each): LCpl A Buckland,
Sp Bn HQ ARRC, Rheindahlen;
LCpl C E Francis-Love, 3 CS Regt
RLC, Abingdon; Capt A J Gales,
RMCS, Shrivenham; WO2 J Kent,
22 Regt RA, Kirton in Lindsey; Sgt D
§ Martin, 1 DWR, Osnabruck; Cpl S
M O'Donovan, Dent Cent, Alder-
grove; Maj A J A Reid, HQ NI, Lis-
burn; Lt D P Spencer, 2 Para,
Colchester.

eef  ARMY SPORTS LOTTERY RESULTS ££1

06 April 2002
1st Place (23Goals, £5,600.00): Pte
D Carter, Army Foundation Coll Har-

rogate

3-way tie for 2nd Place (22Goals,
£2133.33 each): Spr PJ Cook, 35
Engr Regt, Paderborn; J/S RAB Pen-
gelly, Army Foundation Coll, Harro-
gate; Capt M Revell, HOHATGpand
ASPT, Aldershot

22-way tie for 5th Place (21 Goals,
£172.73 each). SGT J Ashford,
AFCO Mansfield; Lt Col LBale.MOD
COMDT, London; Sgt JG Bethell, HQ
BF Cyprus; Sgt JS Boylan, 1 CS Med
Regt, Munster; LCpl PWF Casey,
BATU Suffield; WO1 SV Chancellor,
101 Pro Coy RMP, Rheindahlen;
WO2 AH Colderley, 14 Regt RA,
Larkhill; Maj RG , RSC Pir
bright; Cpl MA Cordy, RhlneAmSp
Unit, Rheindahlen; Lt Col JG Davies,
DEME (A) ESS Team, Arborfield;
WO2 SA Dicks, RMSM; Cpl MW
Duffy, 7 Para RHA, Aldershot; Pte
RH Evans, Army Foundation Coll,
Harrogate; Maj RJ Hare, RHQ
AFNorth, AFCENT;Cpl J McAllister,
1 BW, Fallingbostel; Cpl K McLeman,
32 Engr Regt, Hohne; Sgt IY Patti-
son, Ni Band, Catterick; Lt
FK Peebles, 10/78 AEC Tidworth;
Sgt SJ Pengelly, Royal Sch of Sig-
nals, Blandford; Capt KM Smith, 25
Trg Sp Regt RLC, Deepcut; Maj N
Sutherland 42 Engr Regt (GEO)
Hermitage; Tikaprasad Rai, 10
Tpt Regt RLC, Colchester

£££ ARMY SPORTS LOTTERY RESULTS £££

three-bedroom, two bathroom, villa
: ] =
Post Box Pals pen pal service. For /
Fregjall Adventures

Catalogue of Russian military
watches available from Mr. S. Tomanek,
93 Mansfield Road, Nottingham, NGI
3FN. www.russianwatches.co.uk 1002

with own private heated pool. Sleeps
more information send a SAE to Post

up to eight, 15 mins Disney. From
£325 per week. Call 01440-707176.
Box Pals, PO Box 8469, Birmingham J
B33 9BW UK. R f{ p SKYDIVIN
COURSES

SPAIN: Country properties and land
for sale mn beautful Andalucia. 35
minutes to local beaches, 45 minutes to
Malaga International Airport. Ideal for
investment retirement or simply a better
place to live. For more information please
contact lLee. Telephone: 0034 9520

Email:  ladypea200@aol.com  Web:
www.floridavilla.com 05/03

NORWAY: forty miles north of
Kristiansand, Ex gunner has log cabins
for hire in the beautiful Setesdal valley.
Own rowboat next to lake. Fishing-
30891, Fax: 0034 9520 30690, Email: rafting-climbing-canoeing. From £6.50
danniwork@aol.com quoting Ref SM11. per person per night. Tel: 0047 379

06/02 31132, email: briandes(@frisurf.no Web:
www.destination.setesdalnett.com 0502

IN FLORIDA

wr

Linkline is a British Registered
Charity committed to bringing
people together as pen-friends.
Ex Mod GPS handhelds, Magellan

1000m £100. Trimble spartan £125. Get to know 3 u.u'mp anion or partner, |

like yourse!
exchange letters until you feel com-
fortable with your new friend.

DETAILS: SAE, LINKLINE(S),
BOX 7358, LONDON N1-5QF

CYPRUS: Limassol Bungalow -
12’ x 15° heavy duty frame tent £350. Larnaca Flat. Sleeps four, near
Command tent 9’ x 9° £250.Tel: 0152  beach/town, from £125.00 per week.
789 2282, 05/02 Tel: 020 8505 6855 e-mail:
dmc28peel@tiscali.co.uk 07/02

u.(??:!] 388 0550 - s (772) 581 4468
Email:skydiveMik@aol.com www.ffadventures.com

Cheap refurbished laptops for sale
at unbeatable prices from £150. Tel:
01672 564937, Mobile: 07884 108783,
Web: www.laptop-land.co.uk 06/02

HOLIDAYS

Florida, Westridge, Davenport.
Five-bedroom, three-bathroom villa
with pool. Private gated community,
tennis, golf, and volleyball. Sleeps up to
12. 15 minutes from Disney. From
£500 pw. Visit www.villasarina.co.uk
Email: enquiries@pvillasarina.com or ORLANDO. Brand new, luxury four
call 020 8519 6854. 1202  bed, two bath wvilla, 10 mins to
Disneyworld. Sleeps 8-10. Own heated
pool. From [£450 p.w. Dertails at
www.floridapinesonline.com.  Email:
penny@floridapinesonline.com or Tel:
01932 706282 10/02

FLORIDA GULF COAST BEACH
APARTMENTS AND ORLANDO
HOMES. one and two bedrooms,
pool, F/E from £340. Information call
01652 649584. 05/02

WANTED

Queen’s Own Cameron Highlanders
Officer’s pattern bonnet-badge wanted
to purchase. Contact Major Robertson
on 01337 832793. 06/02
FLORIDA PINES - ten mins from E ﬁ"‘s’- } E“ “ ¢
Disney/shops and restaurants. Luxury . N
new private villa, four bedroom, two
bathrooms, sleeps 8/10 and own heated
pool. £450 pw. Tel: 020 8863 3660 or
email: sue.edwards10@virgin.net oso2

SHOP AT SOLMART

To advertise in Soldier’s

» .-l Web Watch
“ pages 54-55

ertising oldiermagazine.co.t

“or telephone
01252 347352

CYPRUS: Paphos/Polis/Pissouri.
Beautiful villas/cottages. 1-5 bedrooms,
own pools and sea views. Owners low

rates. Tel. 020 8440 6219, 06/02 www.soldiermagazine.co.uk
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Reunion and searchline notices also appear on our website. See them at www.soldiermagazine.co.uk

Middlesex Regiment (DCO): Annual reunion
at the Victory Services Club, London, May 11,
for members and families. Further details from
Ron Morris 020 89497605.

North Irish Horse Centenary: Reunions
planned for May 11-12 at Victory Services
Club, London; May 25-26 at Ebrington Bar-
racks, Londonderry; and Sept 7-8 at Shane's
Castle, Antrim. Details from PSAQ, 69 (NIH)
Yeo Sig Sqn(V), TA Centre, Limvady, BFPO
802 (tel 028 77721577) or PSAQ, B (NIH) Sgn
QOY(V), Dunmore Park, BFPO 806 (tel 028
90420545).

Combined Cavalry Old Comrades: 78th
annual parade and Service, May 12, at Hyde
Park, London (assemble 1030). Ring 0207
414 5233 for details.

2 Para, Operation Corporate, Falklands 20th
anniversary: Reunion and drumhead service
to be held at Meanee Barracks, Colchester,
May 24. Details from Capt Dave Lee on 01206
783275.

Queen’s Royal Regiment and associated
regiments: Reunion dinner June 1, Farnham
Drill Hall, Surrey. Contact Stuart Browning, 8
Littleford Lane, Shamley Green, Guildford
GUS ORH or tel 01483 892474.

Amphibious Bombardment Association:
Reunion and open day, June 15, (starts 1000).
Bar and curry lunch. ABA members and ex-
NGS wishing to attend contact CRS Jepson
on 01202 20 2276.

The Armourer's Association: Reunion for
armourers, artificers weapon and gun fitters,
REME, RAOC and RM, serving and retired to
be held at Victory Services Club, London on
June 22. Details from C Dennis on 01905
755334 or willow18@supanet.com

653 Squadron AAC, 60th anniversary and
open day: Reunion for members and families
on Jun 22, Join in activities and catch up with
old friends. Details from Capt Rob Phayre on
01449 728341.

Royal Leicestershire Regiment: Reunion of
Royal Tigers Association and Leicestershire
Branch of Royal Anglian Regiment Associa-
tion in Leicester on June 22 and Royal Tigers
Wood, June 23. By ticket only, details from TA
Centre, Ulverscroft Road, Leicester LE4 6BY.

2 Sqgn 39 Sig Regt (V): Reunion for ex-mem-
bers and regulars, in Dundee on June 29.
Contact L McGann dundeex2sqn@aol.com
or 07712 431278.

Bailleul WOs' & Sgts’ Mess REME diamond
jubilee: Summer function on July 5 is part of
weekend activities. For details and returns
contact WO2 (CSM) Wright 01189 763650.

Medical Support Unit, Hereford: 2nd reunion
dinner, July 5. Contact Sgt Dek Lower 0207
4148820 or deklower@aol.com

Cheshire Regiment Association, 7th Berlin
Northern Ireland: Reunion for past members
and wives to be held in Ellesmere Port, July 6.
Tickets and information from Alan Gregson
01244 301478 or ag.gregson@talk21.com

Northants Regimental Association and

Royal Anglian Regiment Association
(Northants Branch): Reunion in Northamp-
ton on July 8-7. Entrance by ticket only. Details
from TA Centre, Clare Street, Northampton
NN1 3JQ.

Final Junior Leaders’ RAC Bovington, July
1992-93; Reunion at Beeches Family Club,
Bulford July 13 for all junior leaders, staff and
families. For details, contact Adam Dymocks, 30
Hampshire Close, Bulford SP4 9HL, tel 01980
553259 or e-mail dymocks@ntlworld.com

56 Signal Squadron (V), Eastbourne: Free-
dom of Eastbourne parade, reunion dinner,
Jul 13. Information from PSAQ, 56 Sqgn Sig
Sgn (V), TA Centre, Seaside, Eastbourne
BN22 0TQ.

Glosters, R Berks, Wilts, DERR, RGBW:
Regimental association reunions to be held on
July 13-14 at Salisbury (call 01722 414536
for details) and July 27-28 at Reading (call
01722 414536).

RGBW/Glosters: Reunion of WOs’ and Sgts'
Mess (past and present) July 20 at The Moat

House hotel, Gloucester. Call Tim Godden on
01453 835019 or tim_godden@lineone.net

Fusilier Gathering 2002; Hosted by 2nd Bat-
talion, The Royal Regiment of Fusiliers at St
George's Barracks, Luffenham, the gathering
will take place on Sept 14-15. Regional details
from Northumberland, 01665 510211; War-
wickshire, 01926 491653; London, 0207
4885610; Lancashire, 0161 7642208; ex-3
RRF should call 0207 8204042.

London Borough of Battersea, Clapham
Junction Army Cadets 1942: Reunion
planned for Sept 21 to celebrate 60 years
since formation of the unit. Details from Maj B
Joannou, Army Cadet Centre, 27 St John's
Hill, London SW11 1TT or 020 72283602.

Infantry Boys/Junior Leaders’ Battalion
1950s-70s: Eighth annual reunion for those
serving at Tuxford, Harrogate, Plymouth,
Oswestry or Shorncliffe, Oct 12, at The Royal
Rifle Volunteers Training Centre, Milton
Keynes. Send SAE for details to H Johnson,
35 Maes-y-Sarn, Pentyrch, Cardiff CF15 9QQ
or 02920 891274.

gapper band to play at Hohne concert

BRITISH and German charities are to benefit from a concert by the Band of the Corps of
Royal Engineers at Hohne on June 8. The Anglo-German event, organised by locally-
based 32 Engineer Regiment, will be held in the Sports Halle Heistercamp in Bergen
town. It is open to the public and seating and beer and refreshment tents will be on site.
The charities to benefit from the afternoon concert (it starts at 1400 and will last about
Ltwo hours) will be Homestart UK and a local German charity for disabled children.

S

APPOINTMENTS

Brigadiers: S J L Roberts, RCDS, Jan 4, R L
Scott-Bowden, Comd 52 (Lowland) Bde, Dec
12: AJ N Graham, D RP Army, Dec 17; M F N
Mans, ACOS Plans HQ Land, Dec 17; D M
Santa-Olalla, Comd 2(SE) Bde, Dec 17;D R
Bill, RCDS, Jan 7; A C Mantell, RCDS, Jan 7;
N R Parker, RCDS, Jan 7; M J Rutledge,
RCDS, Jan 7; T N Tyler, RCDS, Jan 7; M D
Wood, RCDS, Jan 7; P J Mostyn, ACOS(Pol),
Jan 8, R M M Sykes, DCC(A), Mar 28; S J
Tetlow MBE, Dir Directorate EME, Feb 25.

Colonels: D G Benest, Col Def Studies DG
D&D, Feb 25; P A R Rouse, Col MO4 DMO,
Mar 4; T C S Bonas, Dep Comd, HQ Gutersloh
Gar, Mar 4; D N Challes Col Force Dev HQ
DRA, Mar 4.

Lieutenant Colonels: R W Barnes, Kings,
NDC, Feb 19; M H Bazire RLC, DGES(L), Dec
10; C C S Booth LI, HQ RRC ltaly, Feb 4,AL S
Boswell, A and SH, HQ RRC ltaly, May 6; | J
Bradshaw, R Signals, HQ ARRC, Maj 27;DW
Brown RGJ, MA/AG, Feb 4; G Bullivant, Int
Corps, IMS, June 5; S A Burley RE, HQ
TSC(G), Mar 25; W A Common RHF, DST, July
19; S Davies QLR, HQ 3(UK) Div, Jan 28; P
Dennis RGBW, HQ DLO, Mar 4.

G Draper AGC(ETS), CB (Pers), Feb 4, AD
Duncan REME, D/Bowman, Apr 22; T J Dyer
RA, HQ SOInC(A), Jan 8; W H M Ferguson
RE, MES (Wks), Jan 21; J A L Forsyth QRH,
RMCS, Mar 4; D A Gibson AGC(SPS), FMOD
Berlin, Jan 6; R P Giles, R Signals, DJW, Fen
4: D J Greenwood RA, PJHQ(UK), Apr 15; D
Hopwood AGC(ETS), HQ Land, Mar 25; A G
Hughes QRL, MA/AGCS, Jan 18; C D S Ince
RE, HQ SFOR, Jan 4; S A Jasper RTR, HQ

TSC(L), Mar 25; J E Knowles RLC, DMCS, Apr
15;J S Lawton, AAC, DAAvn, Oct 22.

J G O Lowe RLC, HQ DLO, July 8; A R Mac-
donald PWRR, HQ KFOR, Feb 22; N Marshall
RA, HQ Land, Mar 18; S W Marshall AAC,
DGD&D, June 10; J K McKee, R Signals, HQ
NI, Apr 29; R A McPherson RA WSU, Dec 11;
A M W Mortimer LI, DOMA, Mar 18; M
Nicholls, Kings, MONUC, June 30; R M
Orchard RE, MES(Wks), Dec 3; P A Pendle-
bury RE, APC, Nov 26; R A J Phasey, Gren
Gds, P/Alexander, Jan 21; M H K Quaile RA,
DPA, Mar 4; N J Ridout AGC(RMP), DA
Tashkent, Mar 1; C J Rose RE, SHAPE, July 8.

N A Russell ACG(SPS), BMATT SL, Apr 15;
R P Sartain L1, IMATT SL, Mar 27; R J Semple
RE, D Def Pol, Feb 18; A J N Simpkins AAC,
DAAvn, Apr 4; | G Standen, R Signals, HQ
S0iInC(A), Apr 8; K M Toal AGC(SPS), JDCC,
Feb 25; D P Turner AAC, DLD, June 20; RN H
Wade, A and SH, HQ ARRC, June 19; M D
Wentworth RA, HQ MND(SW), Feb 20; A J
White RA, HQ AG, Feb 25; J P Wilson, R Sig-
nals, DGD&D, Mar 25; R P Wilson, R Signals,
BMATT SL, Mar 8; T R Wilson QDG, BMM
Kuwait, June 12. ¢

SOLDIER COMPETITIONS

Salt Lake 2002 (Feb) Winners: J Bushell,
Chesham; S Harvey, West Sussex; WO1
Davies, HQ 5 Div Shrewsbury (Answer: Sgt
Sean Olsson).

Ghost Recon (Mar) Winners: 2nd Lt M
Rodger, Inverness; 244 Cpl Blake, BFPO 30;
K Russell, Swindon; WO2 Morgan, BFPO 40;
R Wileman, Melbourne.
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® Confidential help and advice

EVERY year a suprising number of
members of the Armed Forces are diag-
nosed with Multiple Sclerosis (MS) and
the days following diagnosis are usually
traumatic.

Can life ever be the same again? What
will the effect be on career and family?

Ten years ago Royal Air Force officers
Flt Lt Kim Bartlett and Flt Lt Suzanne
Crighton and Sue Smith of the Royal
Navy were diagnosed with MS.

In turning to each other for support,
they decided to form an organisation for
other Service people diagnosed with
MS. Within weeks, Mutual Support, the
Armed Forces Support Group of the
MS Society, was formed. Since its con-
ception with just three members,

MS support group’s there for you

Mutual Support has grown to more than
200 retired and serving personnel. Its
aim is exactly as the name implies, to
provide mutual support to its members.
Recognized by the MS Society UK, it
has charitable status and works closely
with the MS Society UK. Its welfare
team extends throughout the UK and
offers support to individuals from the
moment of diagnosis.

Statistics and averages suggest that
there may be as many as 150 Servicemen
and women diagnosed with MS who are
still not in touch with Mutual Support.

Admitting you have MS is difficult . . .
there is a natural reluctance to acknowl-
edge that your career may be in jeop-
ardy. The first days and weeks after
diagnosis can be critical and that is
where Mutual Support can offer the

greatest support. Our members are
treading, or have trodden, the path that
the newly-diagnosed must follow and
their experiences and advice can offer
much advice, comfort and information.
This alone can allay many fears and anx-
ieties, Membership of Mutual Support is
open to serving and former members of
the Armed Forces and reserves. Depen-
dants and carers are also welcome, as are
other Service personnel who would like
to help.

If you need confidential help and sup-
port contact welfare co-ordinator
Richard Ludford on 01666 824709, fax
01666 825076 or at work on 01249
890381 ext 6657, or by e-mail to rlud-
ford@aol.com. Alternatively, contact
chairman Roger Langdon on 01895
815668 (aloj55@gtnet.gov.uk).

BFES teacher Darrylyn Lawton, Detmold
1963, later married Capt Heyer-Lyfford,
sought by teacher training college friend
Diane Maxwell, née Brettell, 01634 722097.

Ex-REs Phil Griffiths and Dave Clements,
Cassino Troop, B Sqgn, Junior Leaders RE,
1960, Old Park Barracks, Dover, please con-
tact Stan Hooper on 01482 829380.

“Early Knees" and “Early Legs” June 1982
at the Joint Services Military Rehab Unit RAF
Chessington, especially inmates of Huts 12,
14, 15 and 16. Please contact Steve King who
“escaped” in 1983. s24456544k @aol.com

Intake 1/93, Owens Tp ACC/RLC School of
Catering, mates sought for reunion at wedding
Aug 17. darren.wadham @btinternet.com

Engraved silver bracelet “Major JAS Arm-
strong, EARA to JASA”, former PoW at
Rotenburg Fulda, bought by T Travis, informa-
tion to trebor @travist.freeserve.co.uk

Mates of Lee “Troll” Tuson, formerly of 47 AD

RCT, Colchester 1979-85, interested in a
reunion next year are asked to contact
mrstrolireunite@hotmail.com

Dave Barley, ex-7 Armd Div Sig Sqn RPC,
Soltau, sought by Chalky White. Information to
chris@palacio-white.freeserve.co.uk or tel
01380 724408.

Ex-R Signals SSM G T “Jim” Reeves, Allied
Forces NE, NEFDA, Kolsaas, Oslo 1982-86, is
asked to contact USAF SSgt Gary Lee Maloy
at gary.maloy @ovds.no

Former WO1 Robert F Stonier, D Tp, 3 Sqgn,
8 Sig Regt, Catterick 1992 sought by old friend
in Canada via auld@primus.ca

Freiwillige Feuerwehr at Klixbuell, near
Niebull, North Friesland, believe their flag was
taken as a souvenir by British troops towards
end of the Second World War. If you can help
with any information contact Derek Wareham,
11 Bishop Laney Drive, Ely, Cambs CB6 1BZ.

All ex-E&F Sqn JTR/AAC 1963-65, including

Gerry Knight, Eric Inge and Richard Spalding,
sought for reunion in January 2003. Tel 01977
730874 or petermurthick@hotmail.com

Veterans of the Battle of the Wesel Pocket,
March 9, 1945, who would be interested in a
reunion to be held next year, possibly at Wind-
sor, are asked to contact former Sgt Frank
Goldsby 0121 6325388,

John W Boston, ex-3 Bn, Queen’s Regiment
1969-78, living in California, wants to contact
old mates via amorgosboston @cox.net

Michael De Costa, ex-1st Bn, Queen's Regi-
ment, seeks fellow trainees from Bassing-
bourne, Aug 1980 to Jan 1981, also copy of
group photo pre-passing out parade. Replies
to michaeldecosta133@msn.com

14243132 David Goldstein, 652 Corps of
Royal Engineers 1942-47, including service in
India, is seeking contact with any old Army
buddies. Write c/o 1102 SW Heather Street,
Port St. Lucie, Florida 34983, USA or via e-
mail abgrape @adelphia.net

Useful numbers

Army Benevolent Fund 020 7591 2000;
www.armybenevolentfund.com
Army Families Advice Bureau 01722
436569
Army Welfare Service 01722 436565
Army Families Federation 01980 615525;
www.aff.org.uk
British Limbless Ex-Service Men’s
Association 020 8590 1124;
www.blesma.org.uk
Confidential support lines:

UK 0800 731 4880

Germany 0800 1827 395

Cyprus 08091065
Bosnia 0800 731 4880
Others UK 1980 630854

Operations worldwide Paradigm Homelink

Access Number *2999 @ thePINprompt
Ex-Services Mental Welfare Society

A

(Combat Stress) 01372 841600;
www.combatstress.com

Family Escort Service 020 7463 9249

Gulf Veterans Association 0191 230 1065
Joint Service Housing Advice Office 01722
436575

Mutual Support (Forces Multiple Sclerosis
support group) 01666 824709

National Gulf Veterans and Families
Association Office (0900-1700) 01482
808730; 24-hour helpline on 01482 833812:
www.ngvfa.com

Regular Forces Employment Association
0207 321 2011; www.rfea.org.uk

Royal British Legion's Legionline 0845
7725 725; www.britishlegion.org.uk

RBL Industries Vocational Assessment
Centre 01622 717202/ 718484; www.rbli.co.uk
St Dunstan’s Home for blind ex-Servicemen

]

and women 020 7723 5021;
www.st-dunstans.org.uk

Samaritans 08457 90 90 90

Service Children’s Education 01980 618244
Services Cotswold Centre 01225 810358
SSAFA Forces Help 020 7403 8783;
www.ssafa.org.uk

SSAFA Forces Help Housing Advisory
Service 01722 436400

Veterans’ Agency encompassing former
Veteran’s Advice Unit and War Pensions
Agency 0800 169 2277(from UK); 0044
1253 866043 (from overseas);
www.veteransagency.mod.uk

Victim Support Western Europe (SSAFA
Forces Help) in Germany 02161 47 2272;
from outside Germany 0049 2161 47 2272
WRVS General enquiries 02920 739906;
www.wrvs.org.uk
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UPDATE EXTRA

IDATES

MAY

18: Massed bands, Firepower
Museum, Woolwich, 1800.
24-26: Putting on the Blitz,
Firepower Museum, Woolwich.

JUNE

1: Trooping the Colour, Major
General's Review, Horse
Guards.

4: Queen’s Golden Jubilee
military tattoo at Stowe School,
Buckinghamshire. Organised by
ABF and SSAFA-Forces Help.
7-8: Inaugural Manchester
Military Tattoo, Manchester
Evening News Arena (box office
0161 930 8000).

8: Trooping the Colour, Colonel's
Review. Tickets: 020 7414 2479.
8: Falkland Islands 20th
anniversary liberation memorial
service, Cenotaph, Market
Drayton.

15: Queen's Birthday Parade.
20: Evening lecture: Capture of
Stanley — 2 Para’s final action, by
Brig David Chaundler, Airborne
Forces Museum, Aldershot.
Tickets from 01252 349619.

23: Colchester Garrison Country
Day (information on 01206
782020 or (mil) 94651 2020).

JULY

1-4: Overlord Military Vehicle
Show, Horndean, nr Portsmouth
(www.solentmvt.co.uk)

17-21: War and Peace Show.
World's largest military vehicle
gathering at Hop Farm Country
Park, Beltring, Kent.

AUGUST
2-24: Edinburgh Military Tattoo,

Museum in battle tour business

A programme of battlefield tours based on its unique
archival resources has been launched by the Imperial War
Museum in association with Tours with Experts Ltd.

The knowledge of museum staff and other international
experts will also be drawn on for a series of trips beginning
with Vimy Ridge and the Somme from July 25 to 28. It will
be led by military historian and TV documentary maker Mal-
colm Brown, writer of many authoritative IWM books on the
First World war and its campaigns.

Other destinations during the autumn include the West-
ern Front, Gallipoli, D-Day and Normandy battlefields, the

ﬁ:uards' Royal opening

)

FIRST visitors to be shown around the
refurbished Guards Museum in
Wellington Barracks, London were the
Queen — pictured below with the cura-
tor, Capt (Retd) David Horn, Gren Gds
— and the Duke of Edinburgh.

The display the Queen is looking at
depicts her Coronation. :

Lighting and exhibits have been
brought up to date in the museum, the

waw.edlntattoo.co.uk

+ If you want to help the Army

help David Shepherd help Zambia's

dwindling national herd of elephant,
you can sign up for a £60-a-head
black-tie dinner and auction at the
Madejski Stadium in Reading on
June 8. Main items under the
hammer will be an original Shep-
herd painting, a signed printand a
safari in Zambia.

Proceeds will fund another Exer-
cise Helping Hand (see Diary, Feb),
under which REME soldiers repair,
rebuild and service vehicles, radios

and boats used by Zambian rangers

to combat the poachers. They have
already saved the authorities more
than £100,000 in garage bills.

To buy a ticket, book a table, or
find out more, ring Maj Nick Weller
on 0118 9763482 or e-mail him at
thewellers @tesco.net

+ Farriers from the Household
Cavalry Mounted Regiment took
part in the horse-shoeing competi-
tion at the National Shire Horse
Show in Peterborough. Stars of the
event were about 2,000 shires.

Channel Islands and Thailand-Burma.

For a Battlefield Tours with Experts brochure or to make

reservations, telephone 0151 520 1290.

PRINCESS Muna of Jordan, left, widow of the late
King Hussein of Jordan and mother of the present
king, is pictured with Col lona Leith-Macgregor,
Colonel Commandant of Queen Alexandra’s Royal
Army Nursing Corps, following a service in the
Garrison Church, Aldershot, to celebrate 100 years
of Army nursing. The QARANC has enjoyed a
close professional relationship with the Jordanian
Army Medical Services for many years.

Princess Muna also met Col Bridget McEvilly,
Director Army Nursing Services and Matron-in-

Chief (Army), and Corps RSM, WO1 Karen Quinn.

it

Curator Ken Grey,
left, shows off 12
Victoria Crosses in
a new display in the
{ Royal Green Jack-
ets Museum in Win-
chester. The exhibit

reopening of which coincided with the
60th anniversary of the Queen as
Colonel of the Grenadier Guards.
Picture: Sgt Shaun Lewis

Well done, lads: Mr James Crowden, Lord Lieu-
tenant of Cambridgeshire, congratulates LCpl
Stephen Neal, centre, and Cdt Craig Fountain
on their appearance for the official opening of
Ely’s Jubilee Gardens by the Duke of
Edinburgh. Prince Philip inspected a guard of
honour provided by the Ely Detachment of the
Cambridgeshire ACF. Picture: Andy Cargill

Fairford to host pageant

EARLY warning: Next year's Defence 2003 event,
the second in the series of Armed Forces-led
pageants which have taken the place of the late-
lamented Royal Tournament, takes place from July
18-20. The Royal Air Force will take the tri-Service
lead in a three-day “Taking Defence to the Natiofi”
event at the Royal International Air Tattoo, RAF
Fairford, Glos, the world’s largest military airshow.

Green Jackets’ VCs featured in new display

lists every member individual citations.
of the antecedent Among the 59 regi-
regiments of RGJto  mental VC recipi-
be awarded the ents are the only

father and son VC
to have served in
the same regiment.

medal, while a
touch screen allows
visitors to read the
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Going at a lick: Cpl Lee Robson and Cpl Martin McQuillan, both serving with the British Army
Training Liaison Staff Kenya, cycle across the wide-open spaces of the country’s Chalbi salt desert
during a 700km fund-raising marathon. Nine members of BATLSK took to their saddles to raise
£2,000 for the African Medical and Research Foundation, which will use the money to improve
health and sanitation facilities for the thousands who live in Kibera, Nairobi's largest slum. The
charity’s director, Lt Col Alexander Héroys, a former Grenadier, can be contacted at AMREF UK,
4 Grosvenor Place, London SW1X 7HJ, tel 020 7201 6070 or via the website www.amref.org

Jubilee Medal finds a place
in the order of precedence

PERSONNEL receiving the Queen's
Golden Jubilee Medal have com-
mented on its size . . . it is appreciably
smaller than other medals currently
issued.

But a glance at the reference
books reveals that the four previous
jubilee commemoratives have been
roughly the same size. The first,
issued by Queen Victoria in 1887,
was 30mm in diameter, 2mm smaller
than the Silver Jubilee Medal of 1977
and the 2002 version. By way of con-
trast, the Long Service and Good
Conduct Medal is, in common with
other gallantry decorations, campaign
honours and general service awards,

Smaller by far: From left to right are the Accumulat-
ed Campaign Service Medal, the Long Service and
Good Conduct Medal and the Queen’s Golden

36mm. . Jubilee Medal, which will be mounted in front of both
Incidentally, for those with other

medals already on their chests, the Golden
Jubilee is fifth in precedence. First are British
orders such as the DSO, OBE and MBE;
second are British decorations (eg DSC and
MC); third, British gallantry and distinguished

conduct medals (DCM, DSM, MM); fourth, war
medals, including UN and Nato in tour date
order; fifth, Golden Jubilee; sixth, MSM; sev-
enth, Accumulated Campaign Service Medal;
and eighth, the LS and GC Medal.

still serving after all these years

IS this the face of Britain's longest-serving ex-National
Serviceman? Lt Col John Hamilton RAMC, right, joined
the Royal Air Force as a National Serviceman in Decem-
ber 1955. Two years later he went to medical school and
in 1961 joined the Territorial Army, serving for 12 years as
a private in the Honourable Artillery Company.

John was commissioned into the RAMC and served
with several units. He has just started his sixth and final
operational tour, with 22 Field Hospital in Sipovo, Bosnia.

He is reluctantly looking forward to his last day of ser-
vice in July, when he reaches his 65th birthday. John
reckons that if anyone currently serving can beat his
claim, he'll buy them a pint. Over to you.
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“This is 2 Para”: How the British Army
cleared way to Bluff Cove settlement

Phone tab
paid off

AN old-fashioned crank-handle tele-
phone preserved in the Falklands
Museum in Stanley played a small but
crucial part in the war of 1982,

Following the crucial victory by
2nd Battalion, The Parachute Regi-
ment at Goose Green, 5 Brigade’s
Brig Tony Wilson needed to know
what was happening at Bluff Cove,
farther down the coast. This required
serious “tabbing” by his troops.

But camp manager Brook Hardcas-
tle came up with a suggestion that
saved the soldiers miles of foot-slog-
ging: use the camp telephone still in
operation between Swan Inlet and
Fitzroy to find out what was happen-
ing in the Fitzroy and Bluff Cove area.

‘THEY'VE LEFT

CSgt Morris of 2 Para cranked the
handle and 14 miles away 13-year-
old Michelle Binnie called her father,
settlement manager Ron Binnie, to
the phone. “This is the British
Army,” said Morris. “Can you speak
freely?”

“Yes,” replied Binnie.

“Are there any Argentinians near
you?”

“No. They blew up the bridge at
Bluff Cove and left.”

“Fine, we will be with you shortly.”

And with that 78 heavily-armed
men crammed into the only surviving
Chinook and deployed to Fitzroy and
Bluff Cove to regroup for the final
push on Stanley.

The Falkland Islands Museum in Britannia
House, Ross Road West, Stanley, is open Tue
to Fri 1000-noon and 1400-1600, and 1400-
1600 at weekends. There is an admission fee.
E-mail falklands.museum @horizon.co.fk




Retail reconnaissance

Switched on...

ALL MAPPED OUT

WITH more than 38,000 programmed locations, the
Traveller is the ideal in-car companion. Simply enter
where you are travelling from, and to, and it will direct
you round every roundabout and junction as you drive.

The route information is supplied by the AA and is
stored on a plug-in digital map, which can be upgraded
in the future. It also provides a mass of additional
journey information including cost of journey and

estimated time of arrival.

@ £80, from www.gadgetshop.com (0800 7838343).

Gameon... X5

F12002, XBOR

EA Sports’ F1 2002 is the first game on any
platform to include the complete 2002 FIA
Formula One championship, allowing
gamers to take control of new kids on the
grid Toyota.

And although Toyota may struggle to
make an impression on the constructors’
championship this season, expect FI 2002 to
race to the top of the gaming charts.

Taking full advantage of the new
technological capabilities of the Xbox, EA have
married the excitement, glamour and drama
that is Formula One with breathtaking new
graphical detail and incredibly competitive
artificial intelligence.

Every driver on the track will fight, battle
and react to maintain their current position,
while constantly looking for the next
opportunity to overtake, creating a high
pressure racing experience.

A feeling intensified by the fact that FI
2002 runs at a higher resolution and higher
frame rate than any other F1 game released
to date.

But perhaps most impressive technically
are the wet weather visuals, which include
raindrops on the camera that reverse the
image you see through them and fade and
blur with time, and reflections of all the cars
on the road surface.

UERDICT: Laps ahead of the competition. ~ 9/10

GET THE PICTURE

MEASURING just 58mm x 40mm, the
L'espion digital camera (below) brings

new meaning to the term pocket-sized.
As well as being able to store 20 high-
resolution images (352 x 288 pixels) or 80
low-resolution pictures (176 x 144 pixels),
the camera also features a web-cam and

an ingenious short video clip function.
@ £39.95, from www.firebox.com

(0870 2414289).

WIN. .. WIN. .. WIN. ..

FANCY yourself as the next Jenson Button?
Electronic Arts are offering wannabe drivers
the opportunity to gain some valuable race-
day practice.

For your chance to win one of five copies of
F1 2002 for the Xbox, simply name one of
Toyota's drivers for the 2002 season.

Send your answers on a postcard to Fi
2002 competition, Soldier, Ordnance Road,
Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU by June 1. Usual
rules apply.

Edited by Andy Simms  E-mail: asimms @soldiermagazine.co.uk

SUBTLE REMIN-DOOR

THIS clever device automatically plays
back a pre-recorded message whenever
the door it is fixed to is opened.

The Remindoor, which is powered

“\ by three AAA batteries, can also be

used as a normal memo recorder.
@® £9.99, from www.tiggypig.com
(01603 890359).

BITE-SIEE WEWS

THE Barbican Gallery in London s to host
Game On- the first major and most com-
prehensive UK exhibition to explore the 40-
year history of computer gaming.

0On show from May 16 - September 15, the
exhibition will explore the creativity and
influence of computer games on contempo-
rary culture. For information and ticket
bookings call 0207 6388891.

GULF War veteran fAindy Mchab has struck a
four-year deal with computer games com-
pany Rage Software to put his name to a

mmmmmmmmz

CODEMASTERS are set to release a third-
person adventure game based around fAllied <
escape attempts from prisoner-of-war camps
during the Second World War next month.
Prisoner of War will be available for the
PC, PlayStation 2 and Kboz. -

ELECTRONIC Arts has announced that the
next game in their 17-million-selling Com-
mand & Conquer franchise will be in the
shops by Christmas. Command & Conquer
Generals will be a 3D real-time strategy
game for the PC.
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METAL GEAR SOLID 2, PS2

THIS sequel to 1998's critically acclaimed
best-seller Metal Gear Solid broke retail sales
records when it was launched in America late
last year.

It generated more than $18.8 million of
sales in its first week and this figure is expect-
ed to reach $90 million with additional rev-
enues from merchandise, outstripping many
Hollywood movie earnings.

Released in the UK in March, the game’s
opening weekend's takings are thought to
have tipped £9 million - rivalling those of the
movie Monsters Inc.

So what is all the fuss about? Well how
about the fact that Metal Gear Solid 2: Sons of
Liberty is the closest thing available to a real
spy movie on a video game console. It com-
bines unique first-person gameplay with styl-
ish cinematic presentation, a fair dose of
political intrigue and some of the best graph-
ics seen on the PlayStation 2 to date.

The player controls both Solid Snake (Metal
Gear Solid’s lead character) and his new pro-
tege Raiden, as they infiltrate a terrorist
installation where plans to resurrect a new
secret weapon are under way.

Using guile, strength and whatever
weapons come to hand, the player is dropped
into a game world where anything goes.
Guards must be avoided or taken out and

whereabouts. Similarly, the game employs
an unprecedented level of artificial intelli-
gence, with guards which actively seek out
infiltrators.

In addition to the main game, Metal Gear
Solid 2 features a “Boss Survival” mode where
players embark on a series of fights against
Snake’s many adversaries, including Olga,
Fatman, Solidus and Vamp.

CWIN...WIN...WIN)

SOLDIER has joined forces with comput-
er game giants Konami to offer you the
opportunity to play this year's blockbuster
release for the PlayStation 2.

For your chance to win one of five limit-
ed edition copies of Metal Gear Solid 2
(MGS2), simply answer the following
question: What is the full title of Metal
Gear Solid 27

a) MGS2: Daughters of Hear’'say
b) MGS2: Sons of Liberty
¢) MGS2: Cousins of Will Young

Send your answers on a postcard to
Metal Gear Solid 2 competition, Soldier,
Ordnance Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11
2DU. The winners will be drawn at random
from the correct answers received by June

UERDICT: A reported four years in the making, this Q Usual rules apply. /
sequel has been well worth the wait. 9/10

ROCK MANAGER, PC QUT NOW

EVER fancied yourself as a bit of a
musical entrepreneur like Simon
“Pop Idol” Cowell? If so, then Pan
Interactive’s Rock Manager is the
game for you.

As the title suggests Rock
Manager puts you in control of your
very own rock band and your task is
simple - make them superstars.

How you achieve that goal is up to
you. You can rely on the record-buying
public or resort to more sinister tactics
like buying hundreds of copies of your

security systems bypassed, while care must
be taken not to alert other patrols to your

MAD DASH RACING, RBOK

MAD Dash Racing is a high-speed
combat racing game designed
exclusively for the Xbox.

Featuring a soundtrack that
includes tracks from Moby, Fatboy
Slim and the Propellerheads,
players can choose from nine
crafty characters, each with one of
three special abilities - dashing,
bashing or gliding.

The aim of the game is simple,
race through nine dazzling
environments doing whatever it

takes to cross the finish line first. I ownsingle, bribing local radio stations

Play hard, play dirty, or don't UERDICT: Worth buying for the sound-  and massaging the self-absorbed egos UERDICT: Unlikely to top the charts

play at all. track alone. A great multi-player title. 7710 of your musicians. but a pleasant enough tune. /10

GENMA ONIMUSHA, KBOK RENEGADE, PC ’

_— SET in 16th century Japan, Genma o THIS latest title from the Command &

Onimusha introduces players to Conquer series is a fast-paced 3D
Samanosuke, a legendary Samurai action game that puts players into the
fighter faced with rescuing a battle-worn boots of renegade
kidnapped princess from a legion commando Capt Nick “Havoc” Parker.
of demon warriors. Played from either a first- or third-

Based on the award-winning
Onimusha: Warlords, this third-
person adventure uses the Xbox's
powerful graphic capabilities to
display large numbers of enemies
simultaneously, ensuring constant

person viewpoint, gamers must battle
through exotic indoor and outdoor
environments, using either stealth or
brute force to complete mission
objectives. As well as having a vast
array of weapons at their disposal,

sword swinging action. This sequel gamers can also commandeer a variety
UERDICT: Sure to emulate the outstand-  also boasts a new attack systemand ~ UERDICT: Superb up-close-and-  of combat vehicles, ranging from rocket
ing success of its predecessor. /10 improved visuals and costumes. personal action. 8/10  bikes to flame tanks.
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Compelling stories of
the Falklands heroes

FOR two years in the mid-Eighties,
Max Arthur interviewed 200 men and
women decorated for their part in the
Falklands conflict, in order to
to flesh out the bare facts of
their citations. The 29
selected for Above All,
Courage (reissued in
the Cassell Military
Paperbacks series at
£6.99) represent the
Scots Guards,
Welsh Guards,
the Royal Artillery,
the Paras, the Royal
’ Army Medical Corps and
the Army Air Corps, as well as
the other Services. Like Arthur, even
now the reader will find these first-
hand stories “utterly compelling”.

Gurkhas’ reputation
went before them

IF, amid the recent coverage of the
Falklands anniversary, you found
yourself asking, “What about the
Gurkhas?”, take a look at
Gurkhas at War - In
Their Own Words,
edited by J P Cross and
Buddhiman Gurung
(Greenbhill Books,
£19.95). We are
told the soldiers of
1/7 GR, partof 5
British Airborne
Brigade, played
only a small part
in the fighting — their
reputation was such that they
encountered little resistance. This
enlightening book, covering 1939 to
the present, also has first-hand
accounts from the Gulf War, the
Balkans and East Timor.

Now discover what the
trenches were really like

TWO books published to coincide
with the BBC TV documentary in
which modern-day volunteers relived
a the First World War
experiences of the 10th
Battalion, the East
Yorkshire Regiment,
are recommended
reading. David
Bilton's The
Trench: The Full
Story of the
1st Hull Pals

(Pen & Sword,
paperback,
£12.95), has more
than 150 photographs and

maps to illustrate the narrative and
first-hand accounts. Richard Van
Emden’s TV tie-in, The Trench:
Experiencing Life on the Front
Line, 1916 (Bantam Press, £18.99)
contains extensive interviews with
surviving veterans, complemented by
many colour photographs.

Feat of arms

Falklands veteran writes that 20 years after the
conflict, we still need troops on the ground

AS a sergeant in a Milan anti-tank platoon with 3
Para, Graham Colbeck tabbed from Port San
Carlos to Port Stanley and took part in one of the
crucial battles of the conflict, the night assault on
Mount Longdon. One of the few to keep a diary
during the campaign, his notes bring an immedia-
cy to With 3 Para to the Falklands, which has just
been published by Greenhill Books at £19.95.

The battle itself is examined in detail in the
book, but it is the chapters which deal with the
build-up and the aftermath which are the most
affecting, showing how ordinary men deal with
extraordinary situations with humour and courage.

Colbeck retired from uniform in the rank of major
this year after 23 years as a Regular followed by a
further nine years in the TA. Here, in a special arti-
cle, he reflects on a “unique” campaign, and con-
siders its hard-won success on the ground in the
light of the current war against terror.

I HAD been a professional soldier for 12
years and had studied military history since
before I joined the Army Cadets at age 14.

I was conscious, therefore, as the SS Can-
berra slowly edged away from Eng-
land, that I was following in the
wake of countless thousands of
British soldiers and sailors who had
sailed from the very same port
before me, bound for regions near
and far on numerous campaigns and
“expeditions”, many of them never
to return.

What a grand adventure it promised to be;
a unique episode in my life that I resolved to
record with a diary and a camera. There was
a half-hearted attempt to ban the carrying of
cameras by troops of the Task Force going
ashore, but I heard of no such edict about
diaries, which could also have been banned
for the same reason — that if captured they
could provide the enemy with valuable infor-
mation.

If press reporters and cameramen were to
be allowed to go ashore with us, I reasoned,
then why should I leave my diary and camera
behind? I took them with me, and the results
have formed the basis of my book.

Each war is unique, of course, but the
Falklands conflict of 1982 seemed especially
s0, partly because of the very remoteness of
the islands and the amphibious nature of the
operations, at a time when almost all our
training (when it did not concern Northern
Ireland) had been focused on defending
Western Europe against a potential Soviet
invasion.

If the British were going to fight a major
campaign in 1982, it ought to have involved
vast formations of tanks, armoured person-
nel carriers and tracked artillery. It was not
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WITH

3 PARA

TO THE FALKLANDS

to be so: the very lack of armoured vehicles
and the consequent sight of hundreds of men
marching long distances over open terrain
added to the unique nature of the conflict
and is one of the reasons why interest in the

Falklands campaign remains strong to this

day.

Fortunately, our training in the Parachute
Regiment was such that we were well pre-
pared for the type of operations that would
be necessary to recapture the islands: we
took pride in the fact that we could move and
fight on foot with what we could carry — the
relative safety and comfort of an APC was
not for us.

The Marines shared a similar ethos to that
of the Paras, and we were confident that 3
Commando Brigade, with its two parachute
battalions and three commando regiments,
could have finished the job without the later
addition of 5 Infantry Brigade, which we
viewed as an unnecessary distraction and the
cause of frustrating delays.

Such confidence is the result of high
morale, which is essential for success
in barttle. The battles for the hills
around Port Stanley were the hardest-
fought by the British Army since the
Korean War, and our night attack
against the well-prepared defences of
Mount Longdon was won as a result of
a confidence which is characteristic of
paratroopers the world over.

Qur objective was captured not by the use
of ingenious tactics, overwhelming force or
superior technology; the battle was won by
the dogged determination and bravery of the
rank-and-file soldiers — the inheritors of a
proud regimental tradition of aggressive
attack and stubborn defence. Mistakes were

7

Flag day: In this picture reproduced from Graham Colbeck’s book With 3 Para to the Falklands, he
lines up with members of his Milan anti-tank platoon alongside an Argentinian 105mm howitzer
to the west of Stanley. From the left are Cpl Whittle, the author, Cpl Richardson and LCpl Rowell

made at all levels during the campaign, and I
have avoided the temptation to drag a cam-
ouflage net over them or to omit them entire-
ly from my account.

I would not believe any man who was there
if he told me that he made no mistakes, or
that there was no aspect of his performance
that he could not have done better. Errors are
always made on training exercises, and the
actual experience of warfare makes them
more likely —it is part of what Von Clausewitz
called “the friction of war” — and I am suspi-
cious of any military accounts that do not
contain tales of human error and personal
shortcomings.

The current trend in modern warfare,
which became evident in the Gulf War, con-
tinued in the Balkans and is now a feature of

the “anti-terrorist” war in Afghanistan, is for
overwhelming air-superiority and ground
attack by aircraft with high-tech weapons.

Nice if you can get it, and it minimises our
own casualties (a priority these days in terms
of keeping public support for a war), but air
power alone is unlikely to win any war: that
requires men on the ground carrying
weapons, just as it always has.

Just over a 100 years before the 1982 Task
Force sailed for the South Atlantic, Maj-Gen
Sir Frederick Roberts led a relieving column
from Kabul to Kandahar, marching 300
miles in 20 days and defeating the Afghan
Army there. The barracks that 3 Para occu-
pied in Tidworth prior to our departure for
Southampton was named, appropriately,
Kandahar Barracks.

My Boy Jack? By Tonie and Valmai Holt.
Rudyard Kipling was devastated when his only
son John was posted missing while serving with
the Irish Guards at the Battle of Loos in 1915. In
1992 his final resting place was “identified” by the
Commonwealth War Graves Commission, but
the Holts disagreed. This paperback reissue
contains the evidence of four experts which
helped persuade the Commission to reopen the
investigation. (Pen & Sword, £12.95.)

Soldier of the Raj by lain Gordon.The life of
Richard Purvis — soldier, sailor and parson, 1789-
1868. (Pen & Sword, £25.)

Moon Over Malaya by Jonathan Moffatt and
Audrey Holmes McCormick. Britain's worst
military disaster, in Singapore and Malaya, 1941-
42, is seen in a more positive light using first-
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hand accounts by men of the 2nd Argylls and
Royal Marines. (Tempus, paperback, £16.99.)

New in the Leo Cooper Battleground Europe
paperback series, all at £9.95: Flers by Trevor
Pidgeon; Combles by Paul Reed; Nijmegen (US
82nd Airborne and Guards Armoured Division)
and Hell's Highway (US 101st Airborne and
Guards Armoured Div), both by Tim Saunders;
Sword Beach (British 3rd Infantry Division/27th
Armoured Brigade) by Tim Kilvert-Jones.

Kitchener by John Pollock. Engaging and honest
biography, now in paperback, of a heroic soldier.
(Robinson, £12.99.)

‘Does Peace Lead to War? By Matthew Hughes
-'md Matthew - S Seligman. Sub-titied

ntsandconﬂlctinmeModamAge this

book analyses the reasons why many of the major
wars of the 20th century emerged from the ruins of
previous peace agreements. (Sutton, £20.)

The Secret War for the Falklands by Nigel
West. When first published five years ago this
“revelatory” study by an author who specialises in
espionage and intelligence matters was widely
acclaimed for its brilliant research and quality of
writing. Now in paperback (Warner Books, £8.99.)

All books mentioned
Soldier ordering service MW“M:‘:

able from Helion & Company, who can also supply 14,500
in-print military books and operate a free booksearch;
p&p is extra. All major credit/switch cards taken. Please
allow up to 28 days for . Helion & Company, 26
Willow Road, Solihull, West Midlands B91 1UE, England
(tel 0121 705 3393; fax 0121 711 4075). E-mail:

Website: hitp://www.helion.co.uk
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Lessons to be learned
from Kabul’s history

A timely paperback reissue of Patrick
Macrory's 1966 history Kabul
Catastrophe: The Invasion and
Retreat 1839-1842 hasa
foreword written last
December by Gen Sir
Michael Rose. In it, he
cautions that unless
military influence is

exerted in Afghan- (

istan in the longer e i
term through sl bt
foreign advisers S

or military train- e

ing teams to allow
humanitarian aid and civil
reconstruction, creating the
conditions for peace and security will
again become almost impossible.
The book (Prion, £10) is a superb
account of an earlier conflict from
which lessons are still being learned.

Racy-pacy story of
a hero and villain

CARDIGAN'S heroic moment — well,
20 minutes, to be precise — was the
Charge of the Light Brigade. He had
to wait almost 60 years for it;

until then he had been very /
much the villain. His
chequered life had
included proceedings for
divorce, criminal con-
versation and criminal
libel; a court-martial
scandal; and a
notorious affair
with a woman
less than half his
age. In Cardigan
(Cassell, £20), Donald
Thomas tells the whole story in
the racy-pacy style of a page-turning
novel. The life of this villain-turned-
hero certainly makes a good story.

Versatility - the
art of survival

CLAIMING to be the only single-
volume history, Richard Brooks's The
Royal Marines: 1664 to the
Present (Constable, £25) is
published to coincide with
the 20th anniversary of
the Falklands War and
the bicentenary of the
Royal prefix.
According to the
author, the Corps,
with its “curious
existence”, has
survived only
because it has
been willing to
take on all sorts of jobs, o
from butchers to bandsmen, and

do them well. Marines made the first
heli-borne assault (at Suez in 1956)
and became capable of switching
from jungle warfare to the Arctic at
the drop of a green beret. Oh, and
let's not forget Afghanistan . . .




READER OFFER

Buy two get one FREE
at DRAYTON MANOR

iSoldier Magazine has teamed up
: with Drayton Manor Park,
B Britain’s number one family-run
Lsineme park, to bring you an offer,
whereby if you buy.two adult’s
passes, you will receive a free
child’s pass*.

J Enjoy the spectacular rides at
Drayton Manor, as well as the
zoo, farm, museums, garden
centre and a nature trail. There’s
something for all the family to enjoy.

Dare to ride APOCALYPSE, the
& world’s first stand-up freefall ride,
or Stormforce 10, the UK’s fastest
wet knuckle ride, winner of a Best
European Ride award.

EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING

For an information pack
send a large SAE to:

Professional Bodyguard Association

The White House, 24 Cumberland Tce,
Willington, Co Durham, DL15 OPB

No telephone enquiries

Such is the reputation of the
PBA that in 1997 we acted
as Close Protection advisers
to the Chiefs of Staff at the
Pentagon.

‘British expertise at work through the PBA’

Open daily from ©.00am, rdes frem 10.20a0m.

Adult passes from £15.00, children up to and
including 13 years (and over 80cm) from £11.00.
Prices vary according to high or low season.

Kids under 90cm go free.

For further information please contact:
Drayten Maner Pari, near Tamworth,
Staffordshire B78 3TW

1Ele 01827 287S7C)
Eax:i0I8 27428 8 9l6)
L orvisit www.draytonmanor.co.uk.

- out the coupon below.
~_Present on entry to qualify for this fabulous discount

_F X Tome Denk
3 FOR 2 ENTRY COUPON
N —— .
i ROBERES S v i s TR R e T i
T N e v a

* Terms and conditions: If you need any information, our Guest relations office is in the Central Plaza near the
} 200, Only one voucher per person. Photocopies not acceptable. Cannot be used in conjunction with any other
) offer or promation. Car visitors only (coach rates do not apply). No cash alternative. Valid from April 26th until

1 November 3rd 2002 inclusive, excluding Bank Holiday weekends and Mondays, and Tuesday June 4th 2002

Suppliers of Plaques, Clocks and other presentation pieces
Also T-shirts, sweatshirts, baseball caps, etc.

In good company with most
Regiments and Corps of the British
Army, we made your Shields for the

Falklands,
the Gulf and now Bosnia and Croatia
and most other UN locations.
Let us design you Regiments and
Operational Shields.

Write for a full colour brochure:

74-77 STEWARD STREET,
SPRING HILL,
LADYWOOD, BIRMINGHAM

B18 7AF
Telephone/fax : 0121 454 5393

Email:mmisales @militarymarketing.co.uk

Website: militarymarketing.co.uk
Minimum order 25 shields — £11.95.
No VAT outside the UK. Shieldclocks — £19.00
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Jubilee on

the

MUSIC

Gordon Turner

Orb & Sceptre (BNA 5172) is
available from Bandleader
Recordings, 46 High Street,
Rochester, Kent, ME1 1LD.

THIS superbly played and
presented programme in
honour of the Queen’s
Golden Jubilee is by the
Minden Band of The
Queen’s Division and is appropriate-
ly titled Orb & Sceptre.

A generous helping of marches
includes SirWilliam Walton’s corona-
tion epics Crown Imperial (1937), Orb
and Seceptre (1952), Sir Edward
Elgar’s Imperial March and Pomp and
Circumstance No 4. There are also
lesser-known marches such as Splice
the Mainbrace (Bashford), Golden
Jubilee (Flanigan) and The Queen’s
Musician (Hughes) appearing on CD
for the first time.

Other featured favourites are Bells
across the Meadows, Salut D’Amour,
Sputfire Prelude and Fugue and English
Country Gardens.

The Best of Ireland (BB 18) is
available from Bandleader.

ALSO from Bandleader is a budget-
priced CD comprising tracks taken
from recordings of the Band of the
Irish Guards and the Band, Pipes and

march

Drums of The Royal
Irish Regiment.
This is a good
mixture of marches,
selections and mis-
cellaneous works.,
There are 20 tracks
in all and included
are Come Back Paddy
Reilly, Phil the Fluter’s
Ball, Irish Tune from
County Derry (better
known as Danny Boy)
and Riverdance.

Mechanical Marches Volume One,
The Marenghi Fairground Organ
(SLO 4013) is available from Sound-
line Recordings, 27, Moreton Close,
Church Crookham GU13 0LQ.

FOR those who enjoy marches and
are looking for something a little
unusual, a CD of 21 parade marches
played on a fairground organ is out.

It includes quite a few well-known
ones such as Great Little Army, Blaze
Away, Colonel Bogey, Children of the
Regiment as well as some rarities:
Luna Park March, Rio King March,
Paris Canaille and Guards Parade.

No one appears to know who com-
posed the last two, so if you can help,
let me know. It is a really remarkable
sound.

If you have difficulty buying these or
other recordings, or any queries on
military music, write to me c/o Soldier.

Veteran Irish Guards join

VIDEO/DVD

BBC's ‘lost’ gem
is rediscovered

JUST released on DVD is The Great War, a BBC
masterpiece broadcast in 1964 but never repeated.
Unseen for nearly 40 years, many thought it had
been lost or destroyed.

Not so, after painstaking research and restoration
by the BBC, DD Video and the imperial War
Museum, the monumental series has
now been put on DVD. There was a
huge response to the video version
released last year. The seven DVD disc
collection, sold with a 48-page guide-
book, is available from all good stock-
ists, priced £99.99.

Also on sale as videos are:

War in the Falklands, made by ITN
and broadcast on Channel 5, concen-
trates on the military aspects of the
campaign rather than the political.
Price £14,

Queen Elizabeth the Queen
Mother — A Tribute includes the long-
unavailable tribute produced by Movi-
etone News to mark the Queen
Mother's 75th birthday. Price £7.99.

Total War brings together almost
2'/z hours of the most outstanding
combat footage of the Second World
War. Price £14.99.

Pozieres — The Australians on
the Somme 1916 tells the story of
the Australian troops caught up in the
horror and carnage of a tiny area of
land around the small village of
Pozieres in Northern France. It was
the centre of one of the most fierce-
ly-fought battles of the First World
War. In seven weeks the Australians
suffered 23,000 losses. Price
£12.99.

The Bells Go Down, starring
Tommy Trinder, is one of the best
films ever made about the Blitz of
1940. Also Trinder's The Foreman
Went to War. Price £10.99 each.

A Hill in Korea, the film which
launched Sir Michael Caine's long
and illustrious career, is out on
video for the first time from May 20.
It was the first major film to portray
British troops in action during the
Korean War. In real life, 22486547
Fus Maurice Joseph Micklewhite

forces to raise charity cash

¢ 3

(the name Caine was born with)
was a less-than-enthusiastic Royal
Fusilier in Korea. Priced £10.99.
Inside the Nazi War Machine
is a guide to the uniforms,
weapons and tactics of Nazi Ger-
many. Presented by Brig Christo-
pher Bullock. Price £16.99.

LISTEN out for the Irish Guards Singers, a 27-
strong choir whose appearances have raised
several thousands of pounds for Service chari-
ties such as the Army Benevolent Fund, SSAFA
and the Royal British Legion.

To mark the regiment’s centenary, the
Singers - average age 70 — have produced a CD

A Century Df

MICRS

The Irish and tape, a few of which they still have in Disasters at Sea and plsa_gler at the Front Line,
Quards stock. You can buy the CD for £7 and the tape for from the History Channel's Military Blunders series,

look at moments in the Second World War when our
leaders got it wrong. Price £12.99 each.

@ All videos listed above are available from good
retailers or direct from DD Video, Unit 1, Pool Bank

£6 (p&p included) from John Hyland, right, 23 Glencourse
Road, Widnes, Chesher WA8 9JE (tel 0151 423 3004).

The ten items include an emotional new song by Cormac MacConnell which
tells the story of the unofficial 1915 Christmas truce on the Somme. It caught on
in Lancashire when a BBC radio station played it on Merseyside. Although there Business Park, High Street, Tarvin, Chester CH3
is a medley of Irish songs, the music is neither military nor particularly Irish. 8JH. Add £1.75 for p&p. Credit cards 01829 741490.
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SOLDIER
to soldier

When the
tough get
going ...

A DOZEN men in the 1st Battalion,
The Royal Anglians withdrew their
notices to quit the Army as soon as
they found out the unit was going to
Afghanistan.

Former Worcestershire and
Sherwood Foresters Regiment officer
Patrick Mercer MP told the Commons
in last month’s debate on Armed
Forces’ personnel matters that news of
the impending deployment was a
motivating factor in the decision.

* e

The battalion realised it was going
to be allowed to do a task that had
been reserved for the units of 16 Air
Assault Brigade “and that the two-tier
Army was being put on the back
burner”, he said

“It was clear to the [commanding]
officer that part of the retention prob-
lem, at least as far as he was con-
cerned, turned on the tasks that the
battalion was being given,” he said.
“The men understood two years in
Londonderry [the battalion’s last
tour], but — by golly — they preferred a
good, exciting tour in Afghanistan.”

It can be no surprise that soldiers
who spend their careers preparing for
expeditionary warfare should jump at
the chance to test their training
against the real thing.

* e

The very high-profile involvement
of the Armed Forces in the Queen
Mother’s lying-in-state and funeral
served as a reminder to the public —
and the media — of just how good our
Servicemen and women are at deliv-
ering a completely different military
expertise.

This national event (albeit one
shared with the rest of the world) was
given the indelible stamp of dignity,
precision and historical precedence
for which the British Army, Royal
Navy and Royal Air Force are without
peer.

In a word, they were stunning.
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A seff that
made us

Sue Bonney

roud

Have you got a local hero to tell us about?

JUST when you think the whole
place is going down the tubes
(and the media might be right
about how awful things are in
Britain) something happens to
prove them wrong. Just occa-
sionally we get our sense of
national identity and pride back
and we act like a community
again.

Having been told they proba-

bly wouldn’t care about the death Sue Bonney is

an outstanding contribution to
your Army community or patch,
we want to hear about them.
The winner will receive a
£500 cheque for use in their
community, as well as the Naafi
Rosebowl for two vears and a
small memento of the occasion.
The award is open to any indi-
vidual or group in mainland GB
and will be presented to the
winner at our international con-

of one old lady, the public took Editor of the AFF ference in London in July.

no notice and did what they felc Families Journal

was right and paid their respects

to the Queen Mother in their tens of
thousands. And then they came out to
see and celebrate how good we are as a
nation at ceremonial occasions and doing
things properly.

The organisation and conduct of the
Queen Mother’s lving-in-state and funer-
al was masterly. All the Servicemen and
women involved carried out their duties
with great dignity and dedication. And as
for those pipes and drums — a sound to
make your soul stir.

It did the heart good and gave cause for
hope that, underneath the wveneer of
modern society and despite devolution,
there is still a sense of being part of a
national community. I hope the public
were as impressed and proud of their
Armed Forces as I was — and that they
realised that those same Service person-
nel would probably be back on opera-
tions within days.

Sense of community

@ At least there is still such a thing as
the Service community out there, in
patches all over the world, coping with
the demands of Service life and helping
each other in difficult
times. Did you know
that AFF is looking for
a community hero in
Britain to honour? We
are asking for nomina-
tions for our biennial
Community  Award,
which is generously
sponsored by Naafi. If you know some-
one, or a group of people, who has made

¢ The organisation and
conduct of the Queen
Mother’'s lying-in-state
and funeral was masterly.
Those involved carried
out their duties with
great dedication ?

So if you have a local hero
doing things for the good of
others, get writing that nomination and
send it in to us by May 31. If you want to
find out more, contact AFF Central
Office on 01980 615525.

Budgeting for students

@® SOLDIER is going to press this month
straight after Mr Brown’s budget speech.
As usual, it looks as though the financial
pundits’ guesswork got some of it right
but most of it wrong and Mr Brown man-
aged to surprise them. Not that his
budget did much for the Bonney house-
hold — Him Indoors will have to pay more
National Insurance and 6p extra on the
cancer sticks, so that’s my monthly bottle
of Noilly Prat gone.

I had been hoping the Chancellor
would create a childcare allowance for
Returning Student Syndrome to help us
aged parents support our offspring still
living at home while trying to clear their
debts, courtesy of student loans and
overdrafts. It cuts no ice with the kids that
the Government (not to mention the Ser-
vices) think they are adults at 18.

I suspect they think 30 is a much nicer,
rounder number. Mr Brown has yet to
declare how he intends to
divwy up the remaining
loot between the various
Government departments.
It would be nice to think
the MoD might get just
enough to properly equip
and support its Service
personnel and their fami-
lies during the various commitments
coming their way.
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Combat trousers are a pain in the. ..

AS a platoon sergeant serving with an
infantry unit 1 despair at the endless
mountain of paperwork which has to be
gone through in order to exchange kit.
Gone are the days of just
taking the soldier with his kit to
the clothing store. On top of
normal exchanges I have to hand in a spe-
cific return which prioritises soldiers in
my platoon with regards to who is in the

Prize letter

most desperate need of Combat 95
trousers.

The reason for this is that there are only
20 pairs of combat trousers available to an
infantry company every three
months. Each platoon is given
six pairs every three months,
(there being three platoons in the compa-
ny) and Company HQ get the rest.

I have a platoon of 24, so the unlucky

AM I the longest-serving acting rank
sergeant? Currently my record stands at
seven years (with potential for rising to
ten), or is there competition from anoth-
er career mismanaged (but not bitter)
ranker out there?

I was promoted corporal in June 1991
and then to acting sergeant, with two
promotional courses behind me, in June
1995. I still hold that rank and await the
next promotions board with scepticism.

After yet another sergeant’s course
and a colour sergeant’s course complet-
ed by February 2000, and three years in
the role of technical colour sergeant, I
wonder if mismanagement is the correct
term.

As acting sergeant I am pensionable as
a sergeant, but with only three years’ ser-

ment.

tial reports have been “A/Y”.

Are my years in this
acting rank a record?

WHEN I was passed over for promotion, I approached my CO who told me I
was too old. His wanted to promote younger lads with longer left in the regi-

I have been in the Army for 14 years, have eight years to go and have been a
corporal since 1996. I am a crew commander and an instructor in five disci-
plines, as well as one of the regimental NVQ assessors. My last six confiden-

I know I let myself down on my last tour of Bosnia, during which I paid a
£900 fine, but surely this is being punished twice. I owe it to my family to
reach the highest rank I can for my pension, and it seems I haven’t a hope in
| my present job. Has anyone got any views? — Name and address supplied.

vice left I fear the next board will pass me
by again.

If I then complete my last six years
doing a colour sergeant’s job (with the
occasional pay of higher rank), could I
qualify for a colour sergeant’s pension? —
Name and unit address supplied.

A APC Glasgow informs us that a period
of seven years in an acting rank is not a
record and that you would only qualify for a
CSgt’s pension if you were a substantive
sergeant holding acting CSgt rank.

The overall management of your career
employment group rests with your Manning
and Career Management Division (MCM) in
the APC.

You could apply for an individual career
interview with an MCM officer through your
commanding officer. — Editor

Claiming ‘actuals’ is great idea

THE MoD Civil Service has just made an
enlightened announcement. With effect
from last month, civil servants who travel
on duty have had a major boost to their
subsistence claims, because they do not
need any form of countersignatory on
their claims and they are not subject to
fixed amounts (in other words, they can
claim all reasonable receipted costs).

For example, lunch can be a hot or cold
two-course meal with a non-alcoholic
drink. They will be able to claim online
and therefore do not have to submit

receipts (but must retain receipts for four
years and may be subject to later audit).
In the past the rates of civilian and mil-
itary claims have been tied. Unless there
is a rapid announcement we will have the
curious situation where a soldier travel-
ling on duty will be restricted to claiming
£4.25 (for an over five-hour daily rate of
subsistence) while his civilian counter-
part may claim any reasonable costs (a
pub-type lunch costs £10 to £15). Can we
look forward to a re-levelling of the play-
ing field ? — Graeme Hutchison, Fife.

ones wait a year. You work it out. We’re
infantry, we are on operations and exer-
cises a lot of the time, the trousers take a
pounding, and it doesn’t help that they
are so thin you could spit through them
(admittedly they dry fast, but they wear
down far too quickly).

Some of my guys are walking about like
tramps. Just give us more (or better)
trousers. — Name and unit supplied.

My far-flung family
warrants a warrant

I AM writing to you for information on
travel warrant entitlement. I am serving at
BATUS in Canada until August 2004.
My son is also in the Army and serving in
Northern Ireland. Our problem is that
the Army only seems to be able to provide
my son with a warrant to visit the UK.
This means that if he comes to stay with
us, either he or we have to foot the bill for
return flights. I can’t believe the Army has
no provision in place to help him visit his
family. - Name and address supplied.

A PS4(A) responds:

THE Army rightly assists parents with chil-
dren who are under 18 years old or in full-
time education, as it recognises the unigque
difficulties faced by parents in fulfilling
parental responsibilities due to the mobile
nature of Army life. However, your son is now
an adult in full-time employment and the
Army has no obligation to assist with a family
reunion.

Army allowances are predicated on the fact
that the Army is predominantly recruited and
based in the UK. That said, some assistance
to soldiers with serving parents is provided in
recognition of their unique circumstances.
The Figleaf scheme allows funded travel to
join parents serving in countries other than
the UK. Sadly, this does not extend to
Canada but is limited to North-West Europe,
Cyprus, Gibraltar, Italy and Norway. Never-
theless, your son may apply for indulgence
travel, which could reduce the costs.

Have your say, I:rieﬂyJ

YOUR letters provide a real insight
into the issues at the top of your
agenda . . . but please keep them as
short as possible. The more space
you take up to get your point ;
across, the less room there is for
other letters, and we are anxious to
use as many as we can fit in.
E-mails should include your
name and location at the bottom
(not necessarily for publication).
Anonymous contributions will be
binned. The Editor reserves the
right to accept or reject letters, and
Lm amend for length, clarity or style.
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PISCATOR

The Army Benevolent Fund is your national charity. For more information
on how you can help it through fundraising or sponsored events, please
contact the Army Benevolent Fund, 41 Queen’s Gate, London, SW7 5HR,
call 020 7591 2042 or visit our website at www.armybenfund.org

ARMY
BENEVOLENT
FUND

Call 020 7591 2000 or visit www.armybenevalentfund.com

Family forced to move
before we were ready

MY family is in a surplus married quarter
in my home town, where they have lived
for two years, while I chose to “live in”.
Now the Defence Housing Executive has
informed us we must move out because
the quarter is required for a new unit
moving into the barracks.

Our health authority is treating my son,
who has special needs, after a consider-
able time on the waiting list. If we moved
he would have to start again.

Several families on the estate have also

A DHE responds:
BECAUSE of their mobility obligations, Ser-
vicemen and women are normally entitled to
publicly-funded accommodation only at their
place of duty. In certain medical, welfare or
educational circumstances, they may be enti-
tled to retain quarters at a previous duty sta-
tion. Those who choose to waive their
entitiement may be eligible to occupy surplus
SFA elsewhere. But this is a temporary
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been given three months’ notice to leave.
Parts of the estate have been handed to
Annington Homes, who have modernised
quarters and put them up for sale. This
has pushed us into buying a house in the
area, which is not something that we
wanted to do at this stage of my career.
Why are those with genuine reasons to
stay in one place not able to do so? If so
many houses had not been handed over to
Anningtons there would be no need. -
Cpl A ] Wellings, ATR Warminster.

arrangement, and those concerned are made
aware of it from the start.

Where sympathetic circumstances exist,
the DHE makes every effort to extend occu-
pancy for as long as is practical. But chang-
ing circumstances, including impending unit
moves, eventually mean that the MQs are
need for entitled families, and the non-entitled
family is required to move. MoD accommoda-
tion is provided for mobility.

P50

Rate of recovery

WHY are single soldiers discriminated
against during the recovery of an over-
payment? They receive 25 per cent of net
monthly income while a married soldier
receives 75 per cent. | refer to the answer
on the subject in Feedback (March).

| am single, own property and have
bills and other assorted overheads. If |
were to receive only a quarter of my net
monthly pay this would cover only my
mortgage repayments.

How would | fuel my car, feed myself
and pay bills without incurring bank
charges? Being aware of the ramifica-
tions —- | have been overpaid, through no
fault of my own, for the past four months
-1 am existing on a limited budget in
anticipation of the recovery.

The Army should realise that not all
single soldiers live-in and are fully
catered for. — Sgt K Ellams, liford, Essex.

- -
Hit by acting rank
IN the December and February issues,
newly-promoted sergeants wrote to com-
plain about mess bills. | was promoted to
local sergeant, which means | get paid
as a full corporal, but was expected to
buy mess dress (£400) and pay for the
Christmas “do” (£100) even though | was
on a course 100 miles away.

| explained this to the RSM but was
expected to drive there and back.

My bill has more than trebled — £15 per
month to £50 - from the corporals’ mess.
Although | am more than happy to be in
the warrant officers’ and sergeant’s
mess, as a married man with two chil-
dren | think that the idea of local rank is a
con. Other members have paid into the
mess throughout the year so why should
| be treated differently?

The point | am trying to make is that
local rank is ideal for a soldier going on a
course to get qualified in that rank, but
for a soldier who has completed a senior
qualifying course (in my case platoon
sergeants’ battle course) it should not be
the case. — Name and address supplied.

Police Federation

AS a serving police officer and member
of the Police Federation | was interested
to read Cpl Fox's letter (Police show the
way, March) and | feel the need to correct
a slight inaccuracy.

While the Federation represent all offi-
cers, it also asks for a voluntary sub-
scription.

Without the vast majority of police offi-
cers subscribing, the Federation would
not be able to carry out the good work
that it does. There are also some bene-
fits, such as legal representation and
advice that would not be available to an
officer who chose not to subscribe.
Having been a member for more than 23
years | would say that a similar set up
within the Armed Forces would be an
ideal arrangement. — Maj Chris Sharwood-
Smith, Hertfordshire ACF.




In my opinion
I'm already a
householder

I AM a 33-year-old staff sergeant serving
in the South of England. I am divorced,
have a contact order to see my daughter
and live in a surplus married quarter 20
miles from my duty station, not because
it’s my entitlement but because it is avail-
able. I own a house at my previous unit.

My daughter was a factor in my appli-
cation for an MQ.

Having owned and lived in my own
house for five years before my current
post, [ was reluctant to give up the inde-
pendence I had enjoyed.

When my unit relocated to the south
from North Yorkshire last year the
upheaval was lessened when we were told
we were entitled to removals and distur-
bance allowance.

I am moving again but, because there
are no surplus MQs available at my new
duty station, I am in the process of selling
my house in order to buy one to live in at
the new location.

Rightly or wrongly, I am not prepared
to put the contents of a three-bedroom
house into storage and to pay for the priv-
ilege. I am also unwilling to give up the
comfort and flexibility I have enjoyed for
the past few years to move into a mess.

I have been told I am not entitled to
removals or disturbance allowance
because I am not a homeowner or house-
holder at my current unit so technically I
am in single accommodation. I would
argue that I am a householder as [ live in a
house and pay rent, CILOCT (the charge
in lieu of community tax) and utility bills.
— Name and address supplied.

A PS10(A) responds:

The writer has put forward a clear and
well-written case, although without the full
facts it is difficult to give an absolute answer
on his entitlements. Much of what is missing
concerns the fact that he says that he intends
to sell the house that he currently owns but
does not live in.

The reasons why he does not live in this
house may have much bearing on any entitle-
ment, as will its situation in regard to the loca-
tion of his current and previous unit.

Moves from single public accommodation,
which would include surplus MQs, to single
public accommodation do not normally carry
any entitiement to removals expenses or dis-
turbance allowance. The author indicates that
he intends to sell his home at his former duty
station and purchase a new property when
he moves to his next unit.

Under these circumstances, he might be
eligible to claim for removals expenses, dis-
turbance allowance and a refund of legal fees
for house sale and /or purchase. If he
believes he has a reasonable case for adjudi-
cation, he should submit this through his
chain of command.
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Shaving allowance
would even score

FOR those of us who have been in the
forces long enough to remember when
women joined the WRAC and not the
corps or arms they do today, I’'m sure they
will also remember different pay scales in
place at the time. I think we would all
agree that any, and all, extra payments or
allowances the women got were well
deserved.

her pay statement, which included a
hosiery allowance. She couldn’t say that
she had noticed it before. Does this mean
that female soldiers are now being paid
more than their male counterparts?

We all get issued the same kit — barrack
dress trousers are available for women to
replace the skirts and number two dress

It was no surprise then,
when the European Com-
mission for Equality (or
whatever its name was)
said rates of pay for male
and female serving per-
sonnel had to be the
same. The women had
their wages changed from
scale base, as it was then,
to the current pay band.

I think I can safely say
that everyone was happy
and all the little extra pay-
ments the women had

e \

trousers are also avail-
e able for women so there
1177

can be no embarrassing
moments during rifle
drill (ground arms). Why
then, are women still get-
ting paid a hosiery
allowance?

Surely male service
personnel should get
paid a shaving allowance
to compensate?

If a disgruntled Ser-
viceman took this matter
% | seriously enough to go to
‘ the European Commis-

previously received (eg
hosiery grant and under-

wear allowance) were
stopped — or should I say tights.”
suspended?
Recently my sister-in-law showed me
A PS10(A) responds:

“What the heck . . . they're good
enough for David Beckham . . .

and | get an allowance for the

sion to plead discrimina-
tion, would he have a
valid case? Or was the
payment received by my
sister-in-law a mistake?
- Sgt S Smith, BFPO 538

Sgt Smith makes an entertaining point, although slightly misinformed. Hosiery allowance is not
“an extra little allowance” used to make up the salaries of females, either before or after the
review of female terms and conditions of service, and neither was it suspended as a result of

any legislation or review.

It was not paid for two years as a result of programming difficulties and subsequently reim-
bursed to eligible personnel once these were overcome. The grant is paid annually and is
designed to reimburse non-commissioned female personnel for the purchase of hosiery that
they may be required to wear in both barrack and No 2 dress uniforms. All allowances are being
reviewed at present to ensure equity, where appropriate.

Sgt Smith should rest assured that should he be required to wear hosiery as part of his Ser-
vice uniform, we will ensure that he receives adequate reimbursement also.

Is my child not a factor in LOA?

WHY does a married junior sergeant with
no children and 13 years’ recognisable
service receive more Local Overseas
Allowance in Cyprus than a married
senior corporal with one child and the
same amount of service? And why does

A PS10(A) responds:

The corporal in Cyprus raises an interest-
ing question regarding the methodology for
calculating LOA but has not considered fully
the rationale that underpins this allowance.
LOA caters for accompanying children and
pays an addition for each eligible child. Thus,
in recognition of his child, the corporal
receives an extra £1.80 LOA a day. While
children are always taken into account when

the sergeant also get a greater MFO
allowance when posted to and from
Cyprus? Doesn’t the extra baggage
needed for a child count for anythirig? —
Corporal (name and address sup-
plied), Cyprus.

calculating rates of LOA, length of service is
not relevant for these calculations.

What is important is the amount of net dis-
posable income available and, as pay rises
because of promotion to a higher rank, so too
will net disposable income rise. It is this
increase in net disposable income, in areas
where day-to-day costs are more expensive
than in the UK, that will give rise to higher
rates of LOA.
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THEN AND THEN ==

5ZSYEARS AGO

| From Soldier, May 1977: Cormac, the 14-

| month-old Irish wolfhound mascot of

| the Irish Guards, was unimpressed by a

| chocolate treat offered by the Queen

| Mother when she visited the Guards

| Depot on St Patrick’s Day. Although he

| refused the chocolate, Cormac — on his

| first official outing — allowed the Queen
Mother to pin a shamrock to his collar.

A

| presented to the 2nd Battalion in 1860 and |

| the VC for rescuing on his horse the mor- u

From Soldier, May 1952: The last Colour,
pictured, carried into battle belongs to the |
1st Battalion, The Northamptonshire Reg- |
iment, now stationed in Trieste. It was

was carried at Laings Nek in the South |
African War in 1881. Lt Alan R Hill won o

Ltally wounded officer bearing the Colour.

'm In qua

ndary over

two-year sun posting

I AM a single soldier currently employed
as a recruiter. As there is no military
accommodation nearby I am in a private
hiring and pay food and accommodation
charges as normal.

I also own my own flat in my home
town, bought as an investment several
years ago. [ am to be posted to Cyprus in
June and am undecided about what to do
with the flat. The local council class it as
* my residence even though I have never
actually lived there and I pay a single
person’s council tax.

I thought about selling it as I will be on
a two-year tour. When asked about the
possibility of claiming back any legal
expenses if I sold or let the flat I was
informed that as [ was not in residence I
was not entitled to anything. How can the
council class me as a resident, but the
Army claim I am not?

If I sell the flat I will have to pay all
costs, but if I keep it I will pay council tax
for two years on a flat I cannot visit. I am
in a Catch 22 situation — the council
claims my military accommodation is
temporary, but I do not regard 18 years’
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service as a temporary career. What is the
point of paying CILOCT (the charge in
lieu of council tax) if local councils do not
acknowledge it? — Sgt K Cameron,
Galashiels.

Boarding allowance
is for specific reason

WHY does the Army pay a percentage of
children’s private education if they are
boarding but nothing if the child goes
home at the end of a school day?

The benefits of letting children go to a
public school, subsidised by the Army,
could improve retention. If their children
were getting a good education and family
life it would be an incentive for soldiers to
stay in the Armed Forces . - Bdr Hawke,
29 Cdo Regt, South Armagh.

A Boarding School Allowance is intended
to ensure that the education of Service chil-
dren is not disturbed as a result of a posting.
Additional warrants are also available to
enable the child to return home. — Editor

25 ik

Pilots’ bonus

WITH reference to Mrs Segrave's letter
(“Wife angered by timing of retention
bonus for military pilots”, April), | must put
the record straight. A very small number
of AAC aviators are getting the bonus.

The £50,000 she mentions becomes
£30,000 after tax and you only get it if
you sign an agreement that you will not
leave for five years (£6,000 a year for
each of those years is not a huge amount
for the Government to pay to retain the
most experienced aviators). SNCO avia-
tors end up with £18,000. .. a lot less
over five years.

Aircrew retention is a problem not only
for those of us in blue berets, it also
affects our less talented brothers in
other Services. We, and they, need to
retain experience and not lose it to the
North Sea or the airlines. After pilot train-
ing, aviators learn their trade in the
squadrons, where they are taught to be
military pilots in one of the most danger-
ous environments you can work in. —
WO2 G A Smyth, RHQ 3 AAC, Wattisham.

Pension headroom

| AM responding to a comment in your
April 2002 issue by PS10(A) inreplyto a
letter about pensions conditions.

PS10(A) says “the individual has
already achieved the maximum allowed
within Treasury criteria” but this is funda-
mentally inaccurate. This has been the
consistent MoD line for many years, but
we now know from the MoD’s own consul-
tation document on the long-running pen-
sion review that the full pension package
accounts for 62.5 per cent of pay, whereas
Inland Revenue rules allow 66.67.

It would appear therefore that there is,
and has been for some time, headroom
within the Armed Forces Pension Scheme
for members to purchase additional ben-
efits. There seems to be a widespread
ignorance of this throughout the Armed
Forces, and even, it seems, within
PS10(A). An important opportunity is
being denied to Service people by such
erroneous reporting of the facts. - Maj
Gen J C M Gordon, Forces Pension Society.

Tour statistics

IN reference to your article on tour inter-
vals in the “Under Big Ben" column
(April), it is all well and good talking
about statistics and how the Infantry is
suffering with the re-occurrence of oper-
ational tours every 18 months.

If these statisticians actually looked
deeper instead of scratching the surface
they will probably find the truth. Most
corps personnel, whether RLC, REME or
AGC, who are posted every two or three
years will generally have an operational
tour with less than 12 months between
tours. | am a perfect example.

I'm in my fourth year of service as a
staff sergeant and about to start my third
operational tour within this period. Am |
the only one? — J O'Carroll, Preston.




The regular feature in
which we ask soldiers for
their views on an issue

Maj Jon Brown, RLC

The set-up here is better
than anywhere else and
includes an excellent
gym, cinema, a bowl-
ing alley and internet
access. What | do think
could be improved is the
R&R package. People
who serve here for six
months should be allowed
to R&R home to the UK for
two weeks. That does not
happen. Anywhere else in
the world when you go on a tour — and this is
an operational tour — and are away for six
months, you get R&R home.

LCpl Angie Sowerby,
9 Supply Regt, RLC

Compared with elsewhere
the facilities are good. | use
the swimming pool every
day. Big gripe is that
there are only eight
phones and there are
always queues. | often
phone my Mum at 11pm.
She waits up because it is
2am for her. We only get
20-minute phone cards;
in Bosnia it's 30 minutes.

LCpl Taff Davies, MTW,
REME

The very good gym
gets crowded, so
could be expanded.
Accommodation is not
brilliant because we
have no control over
the heating. On a wel-
fare note, it seems unfair
that on this six-month
operational tour | am away
from my wife and children
with no R&R to see them.
That is a long time.

Island paradise?

Facilities at the military base at Mount Pleasant in the Falkland
Islands are generally regarded as among the best on operational
tours. We asked soldiers serving there what they thought

LCpl Colin Carruthers, 4 GS Regt, RLC

There’s an excellent gym
and good bars but there
could be more internet
suites for peak times
in the evening and at
weekends. We only
have one TV channel
so I'd like to see more
and | know the boys
would be keen to see Sky
Sports.

Maj Adam Reavill,
RA

The facilities are

excellent but that is a

relative term. And
that means the facili-
ties back home are not
necessarily as good
as they should be par-
ticularly on the sport-
ing side of things. The gym here is just about
the best | have seen in the British Army but
we should expect that standard back in the
UK as well. An improved TV service with Sky
piped into people’s rooms would be popular.

Cfn Damon Herring,
MTW, REME

| didn't expect the site
to be so big. It is good
here and there is
plenty to do and facili-
ties generally are a lot
better than many of the
places I've been to in the
UK. The cinema is good
and well looked-after and
there is a good social life.
| think a four-month tour
here is enough, six
months is too long. I'd happily come back for
four months, but not six.

Interviews: Ray Routledge Pictures: Mike Weston

Cpl Tracy Wilson
MTW, AGC (SPS)

| have no complaints
and the choices in the
cookhouse are very
good. The cinema
shows the latest releas-
es and there are always
functions on. The gym is
so good it is a victim of its
own success and should
be bigger.

Cfn Andrew McNicholas, MTW, REME

Facilities and accommoda-
tion is good and I'm a
member of the car club.
But 20 minutes of
phone calls a week if
you are trying to keep
| arelationship going
back home is not
enough. | think we
should have more TV
channels because,
although BFBS is fine,
we need more choice.

Cpl Craig Graham,
SCAFRLC

The accommodation
is among the best I've
had on tours and
beats living in a
CoRiMec. | have one
major area of concern.
They have taken away
LOA (Local Overseas
Allowance) and
substituted a phone card
a week. | don’t think that
is enough. | know we
have the internet but there is no substitute for
hearing a person's voice. Because of the time
difference, the phones are always busy
during peak times so the number of phones

should be increased.
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Combine fantastic value with high
performance and you have breathe's
awesome internet access.
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