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The key to successf
| car buying isfree.

Everybody should see this free guide to car
purchase whether you eventually buy from
us or not. It could save you a lot of money.
And untold disappointment.

In 32 pages our customer pack gives you
all the background information you could
wish for with prices spelt out clearly in black
and white. No ifs; no buts; no vague verbal
guotations; no hidden extras.

You'llsoon see why more Service personnel
prefer to deal direct with us in U.K. than
with any other firm.

There's no better buy!
*Big NATO Discounts *Deposits from
10% and 48 months to pay. *Special
low interest DM loans on cars for
Germany. *Credit completely confi-
dential with free life insurance.

‘® We offer arange of vehicles that nobody
else can match.

® We offer arange of facilities that nobody
else can match.

® We'vespenttenyearsbuildingapersonal
service that is completely geared to your
needs.

® And we work damned hard to make sure
everything goes right.

That's why so many customers come back
to us time after time.

Need your car in a hurry?
Natocars carry the U.K.'s widest stocks
of cars and motor caravans forimmedi-

ate export. We can dial you direct, even
if you are based in Germany, to advise
you what stock is available. '

Abetterway to buy your next car
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We are the original Natocars, the first
independent company to pioneer NATO
Discount car purchase for H.M. Forces.
Most customers use our unique personal
postal service, although our headquarters
in UK. is the most advanced centre for
Forces car purchase in Europe and you're
very welcome to call.

LT TR EETE s SR NEeTTET D N B
Please send me Natocars Information Pack.

Full delivery service
Come to our H.Q. or we'll deliver any-
where anytime. UK. or Europe. Home
or base. Docks or airport. Free ferry
service for customers in Germany. who
wish to collect in U K.

Remember we don’t employ salesmer
Instead of spending our time trying to sel
you a car we devote all our energies

organising the car you want to buy.

Part Exchange
Natocars are one of the few companies
offering genuine part-exchange facili-
ties as well as Nato Discounts on new
cars.

At Natocars all the problems of export
paperwork, insurance, part-exchange,
finance and delivery are handled for you
by one experienced person who controls
your transaction from start to finish. No
worries. No loose ends. 1

Warning
Some other firms try to copy our litera-
ture and methods but they don't have
our resources or hard-earned reputa-
-tion for customer satisfaction. There
are alotof Natosales organisations, but
there is only one original Natocars
Limited. Don't commit yourself until
you have seen.our Pack.

W& Natoca
Abetter way to buy your next

Natocars Limited A
Bristol Road - Bridgwater - Somerset TAG 4DG
Tel: Bridgwatet (0278) 55555 - Telex: 46285
To telephone from Germany, dial 0044-278-55555
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The air of unreality that imbues the artificially

divided city that was once Germany’s capital

has made a deep impression on the soldiers

representing the . ..

Airborne in Berlin

THE PARATROOPER peered through his
binoculars across the sombre grey concrete
slabs that form the Berlin Wall and com-
mented with a snort of amusement that — as
usual — a member of the Grenz Kom-
mando Mitte (the East German border
guards) was returning the compliment.

“All this ‘us and them’ thing is just
unreal,” the soldier added, “They’re sol-
diers just the same as us.” He rejoined his
comrades in the stripped-down Land-Rover
with the machine-gun mounted in front of
the passenger seat in Long-Range-
Desert-Group style and drove off to
continue the routine border patrol his unit
— 2nd Battalion, The Parachute Regi-
ment — undertakes as part of its duties as
one of the three British infantry battalions in
the divided city.

The patrol’s sense of unreality is easy to
understand. Their Land-Rover climbs a
dusty track up a man-made mountain that is
a West Berlin rubbish tip to overlook the
border further on. ;

Below is the snaking monotony of the grey
wall backed by a carefully raked stretch”of
sandy ground. Then comes a steep ditch
with a spiked lip ... facing east. On a
further sandy strip stands a concrete tower
with a green glass turret top giving all round
vision. Tall lamp standards are spaced at
intervals to give eternal day to this unnatural
scene. Two parallel wire fences beyond the
tower and lights form a permanent home for
guard dogs.

The unhealed scar of the border defences
gashes a jagged wound across the coun-
tryside just outside the city of Berlin and
contrasts sharply with the green fields of the




One of the first of many surprises
Berlin offers is that 44 per cent of what
is loosely called the city of Berlin is
woodland and water — amenities jeal-
ously guarded by the local community.
The total area of Berlin — which grew
up some 750 years ago — is 341 square
miles which accommodates 3,200,000
people. Some 185 square miles make
up West Berlin which has 2,100,000
inhabitants.

The city is an island in the middle of
East Germany — The German Demo-
cratic Republic — and the West German
border is some 100 miles away. A zonal
border around Berlin comprises 70
miles of barbed wire and the Eastern
and Western sectors are divided by a
26.5-mile-long wall built in 1961.

In 1964, agreement was reached to let
relatives and friends visit across the
notorious wall. Some 800,000 Berliners
were affected. This concession was
allowed four times that year but never
since.

The Western allies maintain a
12,000-strong presence in° West Berlin
— 7500 Americans, 3000 British and
1500 French. The United States sector is
in the south, the British in the centre
and the French in the north.

Left: Paratrooper looks over the Wall while he
in turn is watched by East German guard.

Below left: The battalion Colours at Queen’s
Birthday Parade denote the British presence.

Top right: Exhortations for ‘Freedom’ and to
‘Beat the Reds’ among graffiti on the Wall.

Right: Lance-Corporal John Woodhouse getting
in some watermanship on the river Havel.

Bottom right: Private George Dalby watches
goosestepping Russians change the guard.

collective farm it cuts off from the West.
As a final surrealist touch, in a field on the
horizon two white soccer goalposts stand out.

It could all be a figment of the frenetic
imagination of painter Salvador Dali. But it
all becomes fearful reality when the occa-
sional Eastern escapee makes the desperate
dash across the sand which with good reason
is dubbed ‘the death strip.” The border
guards’ masters maintain a year-round ‘open
season’ on anything that moves on the strip.
So much so that it is said guards themselves
refused to set foot on it to recover the body
of a shot would-be escapee until written
authority had been given — for fear they
would meet the same fate.

--So for 2 Para,whose last accompanied tour
of duty outside Britain was in Cyprus 16
years ago — the same vear the Berlin Wall
was built — it all took a bit of getting used
to. Captain Mike Argue explained: “One of
our main difficulties has been to understand
the political nature of Berlin. This is a
two-year tour which is almost half way
through and it takes this long to grasp what
it all means. Before this we were in and out
of Northern Ireland.”

It took a while to adjust generally to being
away from the battalion’s base in Aldershot
after the airborne forces of 16 Parachute
Brigade were scattered from their home,
leaving only a token presence.

But most of the soldiers have fallen back
on the versatility their regiment is proud of
to make the best of their new environment.
One said: *““When you first come to Berlin
you get that closed-in feeling. But you come
to terms with that after a while. We were a
bit uneasy about leaving Aldershot after so
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long but we soon got used to it. If you
bother to learn the German ways they’ve got
some very good traditions and we have a
good time with them. And there’s plenty for
the single lads to do and see in a big city like
this.”

The commanding officer, Leutenant-
Colonel David Taylor, confirmed that a sig-
nificant trickle of soldiers was taking the
trouble to learn basic German in order to get
by in the local community and that many
took advantage not only of the enter-
tainments of Berlin’s teeming night life but
also of the wealth of culture available in the
city’s museums and opera houses.

And this not only in West Berlin. For
another aspect of the unreality of the divided
city is that British soldiers are allowed into
East Berlin in groups of four or more and in
uniform,

But these off-duty pursuits have to be
fitted into a busy workload which is divided
between the unique duties infanteers under-
take in Berlin and the requirements of their
battalion training.

In 2 Para’s case, the latter has included a
dogged determination to maintain the unit’s
parachuting skills despite the fact that it is
now ‘out of role.” Already three parachuting
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exercises have been mounted — they have to
take place outside Berlin in ‘mainland’ West
Germany — and the battalion’s synthetic
training facilities thrive under the expert
tuition of RAF parachute jumping instruc-
tor Alan Wain. Sporting the red beret of The
Parachute Regiment, he sees to it that the
whole battalion undertakes some ground
training each month and has managed a full
refresher at least 14 days before each ‘live’
parachuting exercise.

A little over half the month is taken up
with battalion duties which have also
allowed a greater opportunity to train sol-
diers in individual skills than in the recent
past when frequent tours to Northern Ire-
land interrupted the flow.

The machine-gun platoon of Support
Company has changed its role to an assault
pioneer platoon which takes on water-
manship and engineering tasks specially
adapted to the needs of Berlin with its wide
open spaces and vast expanses of water
which would become vital communication
barriers in the event of an emergency.

Surrounded as it is by potential enemies,
West Berlin is on constant alert for such an
emergency and the troops of the Berlin Field
Force have regular mobilisation exercises —

‘Rocking Horses’ — to test their fitness to
react should the Reds’ ring of steel tighten
around the vulnerable island of Western
culture.

The strictures imposed by this fragile
existence are what govern the unique mix-
ture of duties that keep 2 Para — plus their
infantry colleagues of 1st Battalion, The
Green Howards, and 1st Battalion, Welsh
Guards, who are also serving there at the
moment — occupied for the rest of their
time.

Daily border patrols keep watch on the
inhuman barrier of the Berlin Wall from the
roads and tracks on the Western side, armed
with live ammunition and in constant con-
tact with their base by radio. Aerial sur-
veillance adds a loftier perspective, thanks to
the Gazelle helicopters of 7 Flight, Army Air
Corps, which carry observers from 2 Para or
from the other battalions logging move-
ments and changes over the border.

Every day of the year — including
Christmas Day — ‘flag tours’ (literally show-
ing the flag) make a six-hour round trip into
East Berlin by staff car. The uniformed
soldiers are joined in this exercise by the
other two Western allies occupying sectors
of Berlin — France and the United States —

Top left: Out on shopping trip to Brunswick.
Above: Keeping fit on the confidence course.
Left: Parachute training continues indoors.

Below: Corporal Ian Graham’s helicopter patrol.




and Soviet troops are likewise allowed the
same access to the West.

The duty battalion also has to provide a
guard of one officer and eight men for the
daily military train from Berlin down a
railway-gauge thin corridor through East
Germany the 100 or so miles to West Ger-
many. After a stop-over for a few hours at
Brunswick, the train completes a 12-hour
day by returning to Berlin. This is the last
Royal Corps of Transport train to run reg-
ularly in the world and the only allied rail
link with the West from Berlin.

And finally there is the ritual guard on
Spandau prison’s only inmate — aged war
criminal Rudolf Hess. The prison’s grim red
walls and towers are close to 2 Para’s home
at Brooke Barracks.

One of the disadvantages of being posted
to Berlin was seen by Colonel Taylor as
being the number of special duties required.
He said: “Now we are a 650-strong battalion
they come round more quickly. A pre-
decessor summed it up: ‘Happiness in Berlin
is proportional to the number of soldiers you
have.””’

Summing up for himself, the colonel
added: “It’s an entirely different life from
Aldershot — although I must admit some of
the surrounding countryside looks like Ash
Ranges. The battalion’s wives and families
were entrenched in Aldershot and many had
jobs there. Jobs are hard to get in Berlin.
But the local overseas allowance is good —
although you find you need it if you go out
into the city to spend it.”

The battalion’s next posting is to Bally-
kinler for 18 months — so even in the unreal
world of far-off Berlin, the harsh reality of a
return to 2 Para’s all-too familiar stamping
grounds in Northern Ireland looms large on
the horizon.

Top right: All aboard the Berliner. Private Harry
Stuart checks passenger documentation.

Right: The grass men cometh. Mortar handling
training at Grunewald — with practice rounds.

How observant are you?

These two pictures look alike but
they differ in ten details. Look at
them carefully. If you cannot spot
the differences see page 43.
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FIAN.

First choke
of the

Professiono\s.

About to embark on your next tour of duty
abroad? Then take a Fiat on tour with you.
A fabulous Fiat from Fiat Motor Sales, Brentford,
sole export concessionaires. Just look at all these
advantages:
LIFull Fiat range from the 126 to the new 132 Two-Litre.
A car with the size, style and price to suit every pocket.

L] Availability from stock. [J The model of your choice
shipped anywhere in the world. [} Outstanding after-sales
service from thousands of service centres throughout the
world - over 1,500 in West Germany alone. [] Special Forces
prices. [ ] Tax-free purchase. [1Low rate interest Fiat Finance, or

Naafi Finance arranged.

o s

£ FIAT MOTOR SALES LTD
/ I/ ON THE A4 AT BRENTFORD.

[ ]
T : I TEL:01-560 4111
E”B Export D Mest Road, Brentford, Middlesex TW8 9DJ.

I details about the fabulous Fiat Mode! and
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Do come in!

. . . and enjoy these jokes
on the medieval theme of
battering rams

“Ive a feeling they've got some new form of
attack up their sleeve!”




Threeways tobuy
yourtax-free Leyland
It'syourchoice.

4
1. Piccadilly Showrooms 1
2. UK. Distributor/Dealer |
3. NAAFI Car Sales

Save money. Buying before you go on
posting means the benefit of driving tax
free in UK as well as Leyland’s special
discounted prices on most models.
Attractive NA AFI hire purchase rates
can help you get on the road.

Save hassle. The big Leyland network
1s ready to help you choose the best car
> and take care of service and parts back up
here and overseas.

_ : : Leyland range. Means big choice from
Austin Maxi 1750 Mini to Daimler, including family cars,
estates or sports cars — economy,
performance, luxury. It's your choice from
ten famous British marques.

To find out more about the Leyland
range and the special deal for HM Forces
just complete and send off the coupon.

CakL

/ Austin Allegro
B’ 1300 Super

[ @ LevlandInternational
| Tax-free Sales

I Please send coupon to: Leyland International
Tax-free Sales, 41-46 Piccadilly London wiv 0BD.

Name & Rank _

Contact Address

i R Telephone:
I'wish to purchase from [JPiccadilly Showrooms
(please tick your choice) [JUK. Distributor/Dealer
[_INAAFI Car Sales

Mini Clubman
Estate

I'd like to know more about (Leyland car):

for use on posting in (Country):

'- sm/s/78

Austin, Daimler, Jaguar, M.G., Mini, Morris, Princess,
Rover, Triumph, Vanden Plas,
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MEDICS MARK THE END OF AN ERA

Goodbye, the Royal Victoria

THE CLOSURE of the Royal Victoria
Hospital, Netley, at the end of August
marks the end of an era in the history of the
Army Medical Services.
““The once-grandiose Victorian edifice,
which stretched for more than quarter of a
mile along the front at Southampton Water
in 200 acres of lush grounds, has dwindled
in recent years to a single-story complex
tucked away behind the original site. Now
even that has been closed with the transfer
of the Army and Royal Navy psychiatric
facilities, the former to the new Queen
Elizabeth Military Hospital, Woolwich.
Queen Victoria herself laid the foundation
stone of the original Netley hospital in 1856.
The facilities of the hospital at Fort Pitt,
Chatham, and the Royal Military Asylum
had proved inadequate to cope with casual-
ties from the Crimean War and the matter
became so urgent that there was a special
debate in the House of Commons and a
Select Committee formed to choose a site for
the Victoria Military Hospital. .
Above: The magnificent Netley buildings, now
demolished. Picture: Southern Evening Echo.

‘

The committee eventually opted for the
site on Southampton Water for its conveni-
ence for landing invalids direct from ships.
The laying of the foundation stone on 19
May 1865 was Queen Victoria’s first official
ceremony after the end of the Crimean War.
Accompanied by Prince Albert, she arrived
aboard the royal yacht Victoria and Albert,
escorted by gunboats, and the only incident
to mar the splendid occasion was the death
of two seamen and injury of several others
when one of the guns saluting the event
went off prematurely.

This ill-starred start to the project
designed for ‘the reception of the sick and
invalid soldiers of her Army’ heralded con-
troversy as Florence Nightingale became
involved with the hospital. The plans had
been made and building started before this
legendary nurse’s return from the Crimea.
Given the plans to study, she wrote a sca-
thing report condemning them and suggest-
ing alternatives. A native of the New Forest
— quite close to the hospital’s site — she
had been a near neighbour of the then Prime
Minister, Lord Palmerston, from child-
hood.

The determined Miss Nightingale scythed
through red tape and won over her influen-
tial neighbour to her cause. He wrote: ‘It
seems to me that at Netley all consideration
of what would best tend to the comfort and
recovery of the patients has been sacrified to
the vanity of the architect whose sole object
has been to make a building which should
cut a dash when looked at from Southamp-
ton River (sic) — pray, therefore, stop all
further progress in the work until the matt
can be duly considered.’ ;

But this directive was shelved long
enough for Palmerston to lose interest in the
matter and The Royal Victoria Hospital, as
it became known, was completed in 1863 at
a total cost of £350,000. The vast new
complex had its own ablution water reser-
voir and drinking water came from three
artesian wells — one in each wing and one in
the laundry. There were also a bakery,
gasworks, stables and generator station to
make the hospital self-sufficient.

Nothing if not magnificent, the building
was of red brick faced with Portland stone
with plinths of Welsh granite all along the
basement. It comprised a central block and

n

<



two long wings with a total length of 468
yards. More than 200 front windows were all
arcaded and, with the central dome (atop the
chapel — still standing — and even marked
on Admiralty charts for Southampton Water
as ‘Netley Dome conspicuous’), plus elabo-
rate towers, the hospital made an imposing
sight from the waterway it faced.

There were 138 wards and beds for more
than 1000 patients. At the rear of the main
building were stores, the bakery, canteen, a
school, the mortuary, married quarters and
messes. The officers’ quarters were in a
separate building away from the main com-
plex. The vast grounds swept down to a
three-quarter-mile-long foreshore of
shingle.

Discreetly placed a mile or so away, via a
causeway built through trees, was the
cemetery, the landscaping of which was
completed in 1864. The 190-yard-long pier
was finished in 1865 to assist the landing of
patients from troopships. The only lunatic
asylum in the Services — D Block — was
added in the following year.

The transfer of patients from ships to tugs
and lighters for landing at the pier was
discontinued in about 1901. Before the pier
was built, patients had an uncomfortable
stretcher ride or march from the Queen’s
Stairs, a landing stage some distance from
the hospital. After the pier fell into disuse,
patients were disembarked in Southampton
docks and taken to the hospital by train.
The direct line to a station behind the
hospital was finished in 1901. Remnants of
the rails can still be found behind the chapel
in the grounds.

In the early years of Royal Victoria Hospi-
tal, casualties were mainly admitted between
October and May. For the rest of the year it
was a venue for field training. The number
of patients fluctuated with the frequency
and ferocity of campaigns and it was the
South African War that brought it into its
own as the main reception hospital for
casualties.

Queen Victoria always took a close inter-
est in the hospital — it was not far from her
favourite retreat, Osborne, on the Isle of
Wight — and paid frequent visits. In 1882
she presented the hospital with a shawl
crocheted by herself ‘for the use of her most
deserving soldier.” This relic is now in the
Royal Army Medical Corps museum.

The years between the South African War
and 1914 were the lull before the storm —
the holocaust of World War One which
filled Netley to capacity. It was reinforced
by a British Red Cross hospital and a Welsh
hospital provided by voluntary contribu-
tions from Wales. The huts and tents hous-
ing the additions swelled the Royal Vic-
toria’s capacity from 1000 to 2500 beds. In
the Welsh hospital alone, 9616 patients were
cared for between 1914 and 1919. In the
same period the Red Cross contingent
admitted 20,400 patients. The Red Cross
medical staff was helped by two medical
officers and 22 nurses sent from the Japan-
ese Red Cross.

There are no exact figures for the total
number of patients during this period but

Top: The year is 1897 and nurses pose primly.

Centre: Moving on to 1904 and ‘invalids enjoying
the sunshine’ on old postcard of hospital.

Right: The original pier which was built at the
same time as the hospital, for landing wounded.
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they came from Britain, Australia, India,
Italy, France, Belgium, Serbia and Germany
— prisoners-of-war were treated there too.

Between the world wars the Royal Vic-
toria reverted to its peacetime role as a
general, psychiatric and convalescent hospi-
tal and the main reception hospital for
patients from overseas postings.

The retreat from Dunkirk brought the
first full activity of World War Two and
Netley worked to capacity until 15 January
1944 when it was handed to the Americans
for just over a vear to cater for their casual-
ties from the D-Day landings and subse-
quent advance across Europe. During this
time the Royal Army Medical Corps
retained a psychiatric wing and hospital
behind the main building. The corps took
over the hospital again on 19 July 1945 when
it resumed its peacetime role.

A

Ever since the Royal Victoria opened, it
has played an important part in the training
of medical staff. Although formed at Fort
Pitt, the Army Medical School moved to
Netley as soon as the hospital was completed
and its first session started on 1 April 1863.

All candidates for commissions attended
the school and learned military hygiene,

medicine, surgery and pathology. Until
1865 only candidates for the British medical

service attended but they were joined by
colleagues from the Indian medical service

and later by candidates from the Naval
medical service.

The Netley school was finally closed and
transferred to the Royal Army Medical Col-
lege on 29 June 1902. During its existence it
had trained some 3218 student ‘surgeons-
on-probation.’

Nurses also trained at Netley after the




Above: The Yanks go home. A parade in 1945
when the American Army handed Netley back.

Below: The Royal Chapel is the only structure
remaining of the original hospital buildings.

Right: Items recovered on demolition, now in
a museum. Picture: Southern Evening Echo.

Bottom left: Inm a wheelchair herself, the old
Queen Victoria on visit to wounded at Netley.

successful experiment of using their skills in
the Crimea. Eventually all Army Nursing
Service sisters did a probationary period of
six months at Netley. This continued until
1884 when it was decreed that they should
be trained in civilian hospitals before joining
the Army. As the nursing service developed
it ultimately became the Queen Alexandra’s
Royal Army Nursing Corps of today.

After World War Two, other training
schools emerged at Netley. There were the
School of Physiotherapy (See SOLDIER
July 1947) and the Clerks School, the
Embarkation Medical Equipment Depot
and the Trooping Medical Staff.

But even in the fifties Parliament turned
its beady eye to the purse strings and ques-
tioned the enormous cost of running the
Royal Victoria. In 1956 the general part of
the hospital was moved to the more modern
E Block behind the main building and the
convalescent wing transferred to Chester.
This was the beginning of the end and by
1958 the main building was disused and
decaying.

Medals recovered from under the foundation stone of the
Royal Vietoria Hospital. Netley.
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It remained empty for the next eight
years, apart from occasional use as a refugee
centre and for Royal Engineers training
schools. :

The role of the hospital, now housed in
the modern E Block and original D Block,
changed as Netley became the main
psychiatric hospital for the Army and Royal
Navy — a role which it retained until its
closure this year. .

In June 1963 a mystery blaze badly dam-
aged the main building and sped the de”
cision to demolish it, leaving only the chapel
standing with its copper-clad dome.

The last patients leave the Royal Victoria
Hospital on 1 September but the closure has
not been allowed to pass without the local
community recognising its links with the
distinguished past of the establishment.

The Royal Army Medical Corps band led
the staff in a march through Netley village to
receive a scroll from the local council on

_ behalf of the residents — who will long

remember the military neighbour they have
lived and worked with for generations.
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Buynowat£M4aw
Orlaterat £50aw

Under £14 aweek canbuy you aBarratt house rlght now!

£10,000 Now!

BRITAIN’ S MAJOR PRIVATE HOUSEBUILDER MAKES HOUSEBUYING SO EASY

Under £14 a week can buy you a Barrall
house of your own! And that house, worth
around £10,000 now, could be worth around
£40.000 to you in ten years' time. if house price
trends continue as they have for the past ten
years. :

Mortgages of up to 95% arranged for you

Joint Income Mortgages—it's cven easier to
buy Barratt if both of you are working. Present
mortgage terms allow you to combine your
Income, so If your joint income is £85 a week
you can buy a Barratt house.

A £60 deposit fixes the price of your
Barratt house, even though building costs will
subsequently fise.

Widest choice of house purchase schemes
ask about our Part Exchange. Deposit Saving or
'£250 and Move In' Schemes which operate on
most Barratt developments.

And you can choose from houses, bungalows
and flats at prices ranging from around £8,000
right up to £50,000 - remember that buying Barratt
is often cheaper than renting.

More than 280 developments —that's the
largest choice in Britain. You'll find a development
near to where you want to live.

Over 300 fully furnished showhouses
open 7 days a week from 11.00am to 6.00pm

(and staffed by friendly Barratt people) show you
what wonderful homes Barratt houses make.
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Building houses to make homes in

Over,280 developments throughout Britain
Member ' group companies established since 1895

1 Findem -Doles
Doles Brook 15,500
| South -
Greenacres 9.700
Durham
| | Chester-le-Street—
ark 12.600
11 Crook - 8.350
[1EshWinning- Ivesley Park
11 Ryton-! 12,500
4 s Grange 8.500
Stanley - Bumside 10,350
Essex
[ Clacton-Cann Hall 12,500
er—Wivenhoe —
3.995
|| Witham —Riverside Walk  10.500
Greater London
Woodford Green—
Fnars Close 26.950
Abbey Wood-Qaklands  13.500
-—
Gloucester
Newent - Lakeside 14.500
Hampshira
| Aldershot
Churchsidc Close 0
1 Bournemouth
Bransgore. Rose Hill 15.950
7 Romsey
Great Woodley § 8.000
Southampton
Green Acres *
Southampton
Anson Drive § 7.500
Prices From  Humberside
£ Brigg - Glanford Vale 8195
Driffie
1 Bastol-Marina Gardens * Wemal 'ngsn:g:m Eii iﬁ
Bedfordshire Hull -Haworth Park 8 ?45
Bediord—Aslinc Count § 250 Hull-Mytongate
Bedtord—Park View 13.450 :un -;:m?' range *
H: -T 5 2 500 ull-The Lawns—
Kg:-:?:glunhe ‘il i Southella 20,500
Beeches Walk i Immingham —
Luton - Sundon View 12,650 ;ED:?‘KJ:‘ Park 7,600
Luton -Wigmore Lane § 8.000 ockiinglon—
Luton- Wa?uen Hill Y Burnby Wold Park 9.250
Scunthorpe —
Buckinghamshire Beck Farm Park 7625
Aylesbury - Scunthorpe -
Selwyn Coun § B.500 Revesby Court 7.850
idge: Kent
- ca&:;mﬂ'nh"' Ashlord- Cuckoo Lane %
Harbour Avenue 19700 | ancashire
8&‘*’[?9\}"” % Bolion -Blackrod -
e ;::’\[i:‘or:::gn ; it Highview Park 10.300
Bolton -
Castle Drive 1.290
St Ives—Burstellars 8.500 ggfgﬂ”o“* Farm 9.300
?ﬁ’; :O,'CE:;-,Z’ 13.300 Tongfield Meadow 9.250
i Bumiey
Fence Gate Farm 21.500
& Cheshire
Cheadle—BradshawHall 13 250 (B:“""'W ::?dleg Fr"'('-'f“ :g :gg
Congleton—Firs 11.200 horicy -Astiey Pa
rby - Oaklea 13950 Haydock - Penny Lane *
Marple —Marple Hall & Huyton-Whitefield Park 12,200
| Macclesheld—The Oaks 18,100 f\rkby Whitecrofts 10.950
il "“ Cromaath Hal *
Noctorum -West View 9,500 roxtath Hall Lane '
Northwsch o Liverpool -
Poynton - Earle Road, St Dunstans i
Villz
Brookside Farm 21.750
Lydiale ~Meadow Bank 15,950
g:;:inm C'O\th 13.800 Mdf‘(lh?_‘ql&‘!—(‘)ﬂﬂlﬂﬂ
Hcatomcme Eastfields Park 11.200
Walton Farm ¥ 13.150 Middieton—Alkrington—
Stockport - OHerton Moss Fields 8950
e * Orrell—Bell Lane Park 8700
Tattenhall 5 Preston—Fulwood Park 8950
Preston-
%‘:‘gé?;g, K ')95:50 Penwortham Gardens 15,550
ol i 2 SOMIr\g‘E:BBeT;‘g::w- 24,750
5
Warmngion-Croftwood 16500, Rochale —Duffins Park 13350
Locking Stumps 11,045 gf‘e‘ﬂ:mﬂ;&%’\‘w el
b sl 8050 Whiston - Lickers Lane £
i Wigan
cﬂtr’h’:g New Springs Park 8.700
Lonsdale Grange 10,250 o
Ponrin-Voreda Park 8950 e thambray-
Wikrdngton— Swallowdale 8.820
F¥OR Esngion 10500 Thurmaston-
e Thorpe Fields 7850
Buxton - Foxlow Park 10900  Lincolnshire
"1 Chapel-en-le-Frith— Boston - Butterwick
Fnth View 12 650 St Andrews 7.875
Derby - Breadsall - Boston - Fishtoft -
The Woodlands 15250 Church Close 10,765

Waddington—
Cliff Gardens

Norfolk

| East Dereham -
Millview - Beetley

| Heacham - Lodge Park
North Walsham -
Yarmouth Road
Nursery Gardens
Tasburgh- Church Road
Thetford - Admirals Way
Thetord—-Blakeney Rise
Norwich/Stoke -
Haly Cross

Northampton
“ Brixworth—Ashway

Irthiingborough—
Portland Road §

Northumberland
_| Bedlington -
Bower Grange
= Darras Hall-Ashbrooke
DarrasHal-Queensway
Darras Hall-Westsyde
Heddon Village -
The Pastures
T Killiny h—
The Paddock
Newcastie -
West Denlon Park
1 Wallsend -
Redesdale Park

Nottinghamshire
Awsworth—Willow Farm
Colgrave
Eastwood - Beechvale
Mansheld—Oid Mill Lane
Nottingham -
Newthorpe Common -
The Poplars

Bﬂ!hwall Castle Park
Black
Heathfield Park
Broxbum—Queens Road
Burntisland—Hillview
| Condorrat—
Woodmill Park
| Cleland-The Hawthoms
| Carluke ~Parkheld
[1Coatbridge —Hillpark
Dumiries - Rashgill
Dunblane - Forest View
L) Dundee -
Cragdarroch Park
Dunfermiine - Kingseal
Ecclelechan- Crassfield
{1 Edinburgh —Alnwickhill
L] Edinburgh - Craigievar
| Edinburgh — Cumehill
1 Edinburgh
Glenogle Road
| Edinburgh Soulhham
Edlnt:ur? Sough Gyle
[ 1Fife—Hil
[ Galston - Braeburn
[| Glasgow-—Deaconsbank
Glenrothes—
Whinnyknowe
Irvine — Middieton Park
Kilwinning —
K\Inmefn?’ark
Kircaldy - Raith Park
Liniithgow —
Lennox Gardens
[ | Linkthgow —
Rivaldsgreen
i | Stirling - Broomnidge
| | Uddingston -
Spindiehowe

5250

10.750
5.600

10.365
10.135

17.845
9.080
10.060

8,870
10,495

9.780
10500
16.275

10,750
11,000
11,300
10.600

10,100
16,995
9225

39.000

14,950

11,100

16.995
11.350

11.750
P

10750

L
10995
10985

Bndge of Don-Parkway 10,500
| 1 Aberdeen—Westhill— :
14,750
|1 Aberdeen—
Croft 14,200
{1 Aropn-
St Annes Croft =
| Alness - Inverside £
EBSM' 14,995
() Brechin—Trinity Park 9,175
1] Cnuden Bay—Brachead 11,495
HDrwal—P e
Academy Park
| 1 Ellon—Castle Park
| | Ellon—Hilview 13995
| 1 Ellon—The Rock
| \Eltn-Metlargl 13%
| | Fraserburgh—Cragview 1
| | Invemess —Culloden—
Meadow Park 11,795
Invemess - Glerview 14,600
Invemess—Highfield *

Llanbryde e
Montrose — Craig Park 9,995
Mosstodioch —

Mossmill Park 12,195

L] Naim —Achareidh 13,500

1) New Elgin—Ashfied 10,750

[) Peterhead -

Copeland 13,750

1) Peterhead -

Middlegr *

|} Potterton— 14,500

|} Stral —Strathview

| ) Stuartheld — 11,995

Somerset

LiMibourne Port—

11,975

L) Wedmore Vi =
Mendip View 14,900

Staffordshire

[ Trentham *

1 Uttoxeter - Byrds Lane 8.400

Suffolk

[ 1Bury St. Edmunds -

Moreton Hall *

| 1 Bury St. Edmunds -

e Avenue 9,950

e
Glastonbury 11.750

| | Needham Market
Chain House Park 10,750

" Cotthors-Scots

(B} wood *

Sussex

| 1 Brighton
Wlndermere Coun § 9,250

| | East Gnnstead—

sicots. 13,500

| | Hashngs - Park House § d*

Teesside
Darfington -The Links #*
| Darlington —

Haughlnn Grange 15,650
| Billingham -

Grange Park 11,500
1Ei clifle -

Coatham Vale *

1] Guisborough
Kemplah Park 10.950

| | Stockion—Elm Tree Park 11,250

1 1 Stockion—Elton Park 10.650

| | Yarm—inglebyGrange  14.950

Wales —North

| | Broughton-Woodlands 10,850
| | Prestatyn—Crud-y-Craig 7,900

—-South a

|.1Chepsiow-—

Sevemn Approach 11,150
11 P

Rhmwidenn Heighis £
[ 1 Wootton Basset:

Coped Hall 11,800
[ Wootton Basse

Coped Hall § 6.000
Worcestershire
I 1 Reddich -Tree Tops 16,500

Yorkshire - North
Dmm-

The Fairways 8.6850
[1Harrogate-Forest View  13.950
o e

Graniey Park "
o s

% 11,450
[ Pickering -

Meadow View 13.995
um nag -

Middieton Road 16,995
”B:m-phn_ Swale 15,495

on .
[1 Selby —Orchard Lodge *
[ Stamford =
13950
] Stamiord Bridge —

Burton Fi 18450
] Skipton - Dales Gate 8450
3 Thirsk—

Hambleton Place 11,295
L1 Whitby - Eskdale Park 10,495
(1 York —Copmanthorpe—

Yorkfields Park 10,495
L1 York — Haxby -

Eastfieid Farm 10,495
[ IMfHanaf

Holly Tree 18.995
L] York — *

[ York — Skefton —

Grange Park 10,650
0 gh—

The Orchard %

[ lDencasl-et-Cmﬂey—

Cross Court 8,700
L1 Rotherham— Wi -

Long 9.250
L] Sheffield—Eck =

ington
Highwood Park Village 9.250

Y 8,250

(1 Sheffield - Waterthorpe
Fairtill 9,250

Yorkshire - West
Badsworth—

Badsworth Court *

[ 1 Bingley - Southway 22,250
Bingley -Warren Park 14,995
Birstall - Brookroyd &
Bishop Monkton &
Bradiord - Lidget Green 8,550
Bradtord - Valley View 9,750
Burley in Wharfedale -
Wharledale Rise 23,995
Carverley -

Carr Wood Gardens 14
Castleford - Edendale Rise %
Clayton Wesl—

Dearn Park 18,995
Clayton Wes!— -
Bilham Rise 13,500
Gildersome -

Greenacres 10,500
Halifax - Bradshaw Ld
Halifax - Heathmoore 11,995
Huddersheid -

Birkby Park L
Huddersheld-

Hillgrove Lindiey 11.650
Huddersheld

Grimescar Valley B.500
Huddersfield

Robertiown B350
Keighley - Long Lee B.450
Keighley - Silsden

Moorside View 10.500
Knaresborough

Chain Lane

Leads -Adel-The Chase 23000
Leeds - Adel -Adel Mews *®
Leeds -Bramiey -

Bath Road *®
Leeds - Drighlinglon-

Willow Green 10,250
Leeds - Farniley -

Park Springmews 10.900
Leeds - Farsley —

Old Hall Park 8.995
Leeds - Morley -

Hopewell Farm 8950
Pontefract—Ackwaorth—

Mill Lane 8650
Ossett -Gawthorpe -

High Meadows 9450
Shipley - Briarfield 10.750
Wakefield - Crofton—

Church Close 9.950
Wakeheld-

The Paddocks 13.250

1 Wakefield- Sandal Wood 19,750
| Wakefield -
Staniey - Stanley Grange %
Wakefiald -
Silcoats Street *

* Future Developments

§ Flals only

Write to the Barratt Company FREEPOST Reply Service
- no postage stamps necessary! (UK only)
Tick the Barratt developments you are interested in, send the

coupon to the address below and we'll send you back full details.

POST TO BARRATT DEVELOPMENTS LIMITED. FREEPOST.
FORCES ADVISORY DEPT., NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE, NE5 1RP.

NAME

UNIT ADDRESS

TEL
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THIS MONTH an eight-by-
twelve-kilometre tract of the Dorset coun-
tryside will echo to the crump of artillery
and mortar fire, the rattle of small-arms and
the whine of military vehicle engines as a full
battlegroup defends its positions against a
large attacking force . . .

But before conservationists reach for their
petitions, it should be pointed out that the
whole thing will take place within the four
walls of a small building tucked away in
Bovington Camp. For it will mark the open-
ing of the Army’s latest training aid — the
Battlegroup Tactical Trainer.

The trainer is the brainchild of the Direc-
torate of Army Training. Conceived some
two years ago, it is now springing to life in
the disused premises of the old Crusader
Club which inspired the apt crusader
emblem of the new project.

The basic concept for exercising battle-
group commanders and their staffs is sim-
plicity itself with two ‘control’ and ‘head-
quarters’ elements housed in adjacent rooms
in the building. The small permanent staff
drawn together specifically for the task has
brought its enthusiasm and expertise to bear
adding refinements to make the simulator
complex as realistic as possible.

Nerve centre of the trainer is the Control
Room, with its focal point a vast map rep-
resenting a nearby area of actual terrain. The
map was magnified and mounted on boards
and the staff themselves painstakingly
16

arranged a jigsaw of coloured Fablon over it
to represent the variation in contour levels.

Ranged around the map are raised
benches from which the staff direct oper-
ations on the map with movable plastic
pieces representing the men, machines and
equipment deployed in the ‘battle.” At pres-
ent the scenario is that of a defensive action
but future alternative maps will exercise
attacking and river crossing techniques.

On the desks in front of the staff, who act
the parts of combat team commanders —
and sometimes more than one commander at
a time as the action hots up — are consoles
built from scratch by a small team of experts
from the School of Signals at Blandford, led
by permanent staff member Staff-Sergeant
Bruce Douglas. These feed into a line sys-
tem of communication which simulates
radio networks beaming information from
the ‘front’ to the battlegroup headquarters
‘behind the lines’ — in reality a room next
door.

During the three trials held before the
opening of the trainer this month, the Royal
Signals team — backed up by other experts,
including those from Bovington’s 18 Com-
mand Workshop — adapted and refined
their one-off systems in order to perfect
them.

Staff-Sergeant Douglas explained that
apart from the basic communications set-up,,
he has introduced taped battle noises of
varying volumes to feed through loudspeak-

ers in the headquarters simulator to repro-
duce in sound exactly what is being ‘played
out’ in the battle at any particular time. He
is also developing the capability to inject
electronic warfare ‘gremlins’ into the line
networks as an added touch of realism.

Overseeing the control room operations is
the project manager, Lieutenant-Colonel
Teddy Kent, who has at his right hand a
small computer used to calculate the direc-
tion and effect of direct ‘fire.’ Artillery bar-
rages are worked out manually, using tables.

The project’s staff officer, Major Dick
Bolton, Royal Artillery, has enlisted his
off-duty talents on the amateur stage to
produce — almost single-handed — the
theatrical set which makes up the trainer’s
other major component, the battlegroup
headquarters. Here students spend most of
their two-day period each session takes.
(There are no breaks in this battle simu-
lation as there are in others. The entire
exercise is played out in ‘real time,” thanks
to the design of the control and command
elements).

Under the roof of the old club, the head-
quarters area has been painstakingly deco-
rated to represent an old barn into which
two Land-Rover shells have been introduced
plus nine-foot-by-nine-foot tents identical to
those used in the field. False stone and
woodwork face the edifice and the whole is
finished with the addition of genuine farm
implements.




The headquarters looks out on to rolling
Dorset landscape — all constructed indoors
— and even the lights can be dimmed and
brightened 1o show the passage of time from
day to night to day again. A student
remarked: *‘It’s exactly like the real
thing . . . except it doesn’t leak!” This
inspired the zealous staff to the fiendish
consideration of introducing a sprinkler sys-
tem and barrow-loads of mud to put matters
right!

Instead, their efforts have gone into two
other refinements positioned outside the
headquarters area. These are a mock com-
mand vehicle in which battlegroup com-
manders can leave their base to ‘travel’ and,
across the corridor, a sandbagged ‘obser-
vation post’ for them to ‘arrive’ at. As they
peer through the embrasure in the OP wall
they will see a back projection of the acrual
scene they wish to observe.

The trainer is designed to exercise the
staffs of non-mechanised battlegroups of the
type deployed for the home defence of the
United Kingdom, although there are hopes
that a similar trainer might be established in
Germany to test the mechanised Nato-
committed bartlegroups.

The Bovington trainer is expected to get
into full swing by the New Year when it is
estimated that two Regular units and one

Territorial Army Volunteer Reserve unit per
month will be using the complex.

On arrival, the ‘playing’ staff and the
trainer’s permanent staff — some 30 people
in all — meet in the trainer’s briefing room.
From here the players go by road and air to
recce the actual area of Dorset represented
as their battleground by the map back at
Bovington. The students then return for
their ‘orders groups’ and set up their head-
quarters in the room provided. The oper-
ation is then played out within the two days
set aside for each session.

The array of electronic and theatrical
devices incorporated in the trainer building
is designed to produce the maximum real-
ism. The staff are even pitching the tones of
their voices to set the scene as dramatically
as possible for the battlegroup commanders
at the other end of their ‘radio’ networks.

Mounting what is in effect a full bartle-
group exercise will in future cost far less in
terms of men, money and machines than the
real thing, but will lose virtually nothing in
terms of realism and effectiveness.

Already one of the groups taking part in
the trials has asked to return when the
complex is open for business in earnest. And
there can be no finer advertisement for the
trainer’s ‘wares’ than the fact that it has
already got satisfied ‘customers.’

The permanent staff who have built up
the Battlegroup Tactical Trainer at
Bovington and nursed it through its
trials are: Lieutenant-Colonel Teddy
Kent, Royal Tank Regiment (project
manager); Major Dick Bolton, Royal
Artillery (staff officer); Major lan McKay,
Royal Army Educational Corps (training
development adviser); Major Sam
Weller, The Worcestershire and Sher-
wood Foresters (weapons staff post);
Staff-Sergeant Bruce Douglas, Royal
Signals (communications and elec-
tronic development); and Lance-
Corporal Mick Symonds, 17th/21st Lan-
cers (chief clerk and driver). Two more
majors join the project for its inau-
guration on 18 September to help bring
the trainer into top gear for full oper-
ation early in 1979,

Opposite: Commanding officer issuing orders.
Centre left: Commode provides realistic touch.
Below: S/Sgt Bruce Douglas adds battle noises.

Bottom left: Busy scene in the command post.

Bottom right: Model Gazelle on display board.
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‘At Ease' sweaf shirts are by
made leisurg wear in fl
100% catton materia
available with or without the hood
and pockets. They come with your
regimental badge permanently
printed on the left breast in whité
or dark blue depending on the shirg
colour selected. To order, just
indicate in the coupon below:
preferrad colour, size, ype of
sweat shirt (standard or hooded)
and badge number (from the
chart) and enclose the appropriate
payment (cheque, money/postal
order, cash ).
CUSTOM PRINTED
At Unit or Company level, sweat
shirts are available printed with
your own specific design. Just
supply a drawing (it need only be
rough) for our Art Department to
work to and we will print it on
your sweat shirts at no extra charge
{minimum order 36 shirts), Please
supply size, colour, shirt type
information for quantity orders
on a separate sheet. A brochure
is available on request.

Shirt Colour Shirt Size
Indicate in boxes Tick in box size
1st & 2nd pref.  required

Ma’°°’!k,g|7 Small (34")
Navy TR
= Medium (38"}
Sky Eiugi SHESHRA DA
ellow | |Lerge 42).

Shirt Type

Tick in box type
required

Standard

__|£6.50 each
With hood

& pockets

LR 00 wnch

Badge no

Approp.
ghart no;

o — —— —————— —— —— — — —— ——— — ——— ————— —— i — — ——— — — —

MILLSHORE DESIGNS LTD 90 Wellington St., Kettering, Northants. Telephone: 0536 82483

Name .

Address

Made in our U.K.
factory

V

NOW AVAILABLE
‘AT EASE' T-SHIRTS
WHITE WITH DARK
BLUE PRINT SIZES —
5.M; LT PRICE .£2.75
STATE SIZE AND
BADGE REQUIRED

1. Lie Guards. 2. Blues and Royals. 3. Royal Horse
Artiflery. 4. Queen’s Dragoon Guards. 5. Royal
Scots Dragoon Guards. 6. 4th/7th Royal Dragoon
Guards. 7. 5th Royal lnmiskilling Dragoon Guards

8. Queen’s Own Hussars. 9. Queen’s Royal Irish
Hussars. 10. 9th/12th Royal Lancers. 11, Royal
Hussars. 12. 13th/18th Royal Hussars. 13. 14th/
20th King's Hussars. 14. 15th/19th King's Royal
Hussars. 15. 16th/51th Queen's Royal Lancers

16. 17th/21s1 Lancers. 17. Royal Tamk Regiment
18. Royal Artillery. 19. Royal Engineers, 20, Royal
Signals. 21. Grenadier Guards. 22. Coldsteam Guards
23. Secots Guards. 24. Irish Guards. 25. Welsh Guards
26. Royal 1s 27. Queen's Regiment. 28, King's
Own Roya Burder Regiment, 29. Royal Regiment of

Fusihins 30, King's Hegiment. 31. Royal Anglian
Regunient 32 Devenshire and Dorsetl Regiment
33. Lught Infuntiy . 34, Prince of Wales's Own Regi

ment of ¥ orkshire, 35, Green Howards. 36. Royal
Highland Fusitiers. 37. Cheshire Regiment. 38. Royal
Welch Fusiliers. 39. Royal Regiment of Wales
40. King's Own Scotush Borderers. 41. Rayal Irish
Rangers. 42, Gloucestiershire Regiment. 43, Worcester
shire and Sherwood Faresters Regiment. 44. Queen's
Lancashire Regument 45, Duke of Wellington's
Hegiment. 46. Royal Hampshire Regiment
47. Stullordshie Regiment. 48, Black Watch
49. Duke of Edinburgh’s Royal Regiment. 50. Queen's
Own Hig wivrs. 51, Gordon Highlanders. 52. Argyll
nd Highlanders. 53. Parachute Regiment
Surkhas. 55. Royal Green Jackets.
f ¢ Regiment. 57, Army Air Corps.,
58. Royal Army Chaplain’s Dept. 59. Royal Corps of
Transpurt 60. Royal Army Medical Corps. 61. Royal
Army Ordnance Corps. 82. Royal Electrcal and
Mechamcal Engmefrs. 63, Royal Military Police
64. Roval Aty Pay Carps. 85. Royal Army Veterinary
Corps. 66. RMA Band Corps. 67. Small Arms School
Corps. 68. Military Provost Stalf Corps. 9. Royal
Army Educational Corps. 70. Royal Army Dental
Corps. 71. Royal Pioneer Corps. 72. Intelligénce
Corps. 73. Army Physical Traiming Corps
74. Army Catering Corps. 75, General Fl
Service Corps. 76, Queen Alexandra's
Royal Army Nursing Corps. 77, Women's
Royal Army Corps
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SOLDIER to Soldiep

s readers know, there has been
A discussion for some years now on

whether SOLDIER should be con-
verted to a newspaper or a newspaper be
published in addition to the magazine.
It has now been decided that there will be
a newspaper and that the magazine will
continue.
When this column went to press it was
not known when the newspaper would
start but it was expected to be in the very
near future, even possibly with this
October issue. The plan is that initially the
newspaper will be published monthly and
issued with the magazine, and after six
months be published at fortnightly fre-
quency.
The aim of the newspaper, as that of the
present SOLDIER News which it replaces,
will be to tell readers what is happening in
the Army worldwide and particularly to
keep the Army up-to-date on matters
affecting Service life.
The 20 pages of SOLDIER News currently
printed in the magazine as a pull-out sup-
plement will take the form of a tabloid
newspaper. This will mean that the news,
because of a quicker printing process, will
be more up-to-date, particularly when the
paper is published fortnightly.
The new tabloid format will also allow
greater use of colour, offer more scope for
brighter design and layout and more space
for news stories and pictures.
During the period when the newspaper is
published monthly, it will carry a price tag
but will in fact be issued free with the
magazine. At fortnightly stage, the news-
paper and magazine will be priced and sold
separately.

*

changes in the content of either

Initially there will be no major
SOLDIER or SOLDIER News. The

magazine will retain its special and reg-
ular features and, of course, the news-
paper will continue to carry coverage of
Army sport and link the Army with its
wives in the Families Pages.

It is your magazine. It will be your
newspaper. We seek your help in mak-
ing this new venture a success. Your
views and your suggestions will be
appreciated. :

*

here are those who have com-

mented, a trifle aspersely, on the

tendency in recent years towards
long unit titles. This has mainly been the
result of amalgamations and a laudable
desire to retain an identity of both part-
ners. All fair enough if the new title is not
inordinately long or clumsy. Looking
around at random, both The Devonshire
and Dorset Regiment and The Somerset
and Cornwall Light Infantry for example,
announce their immediate ancestry neatly
and more economically than others. The
‘large’ regiments have indeed slimmed
themselves down to today’'s The Queen's
Regiment or The Royal Anglian Regiment.
Not so The North Irish Militia (4th (Volun-
teer) Battalion, The Royal Irish Rangers).
Under one of the latest redesignations the
full title has now become The 4th {Volun-
teer) Battalion, Royal Irish Rangers (27
(Inniskilling), 83rd and 87th (The North

Irish Militia)). Thankfully, at least in military

circles, the title may be abbreviated to 4
(V) R Irish.

n addition to the Army Calender 1979
(see foot of this page), SOLDIER is
now offering the LP of music played

during the arena show of the 1978
Aldershot Army Display. This was pre-
recorded by the bands of the Royal
Engineers (Aldershot), Royal Army
Medical Corps and Royal Electrical and
Mechanical Engineers, and the pipes,
drums and bugles of 6th Queen
Elizabeth’s Own Gurkha Rifles. This LP
is available from SOLDIER at £2.32 (UK),
£2.15 (BFPO, except Northern Ireland)
and £2.43 (elsewhere), including post-
age and packing. Orders, with UK che-
que, UK postal order or international
money order, should be sent to SOL-
DIER (AAD 781), Ordnance Road, Alder-
shot, Hants, GU11 2DU. There is no
cassette of the 1978 Army Display.

Both the record and cassette of the 1977 .

Aldershot Army Display are still avail-
able, the LP at £1.50 (UK), £1.45 (BFPO,
excluding Northern Ireland), £2.20
(elsewhere), and the cassette at £1.50
(UK), £1.40 (BFPO, exluding Northern
Ireland) and £1.55 (elsewhere), includ-
ing postage and packing. When order-
ing, from SOLDIER (AAD 722), Ord-
nance Road, Aldershot, Hants, GU11
2DU, with UK cheque, UK postal order
or international money order, please
indicate whether LP or cassette is
required.

*

ringing the range available to
B 145, four new designs have been

added to the popular regimental
drum ice buckets. The new ones are
Women's Royal Army Corps; Royal
Australian Regiment; Black Watch of
Canada and 4th (Prince of Wales's Own)
Gurkha Rifles. The ice buckets are avail-
able at £7.60 (UK), £7.05 (BFPO, exclud-
ing Northern Ireland) and £8.60 (else-
where), including postage and packing.

ARMY CALENDAR 1979

Yes, we are now taking orders for the 1979 Army Calendar.
So get your order in now and your copy will be dispatched to
you as soon as they arrive at SOLDIER's offices.

The 1979 theme, ‘The Power of the Army,’ is illustrated by
full-colour pictures of modern Army equipment. Items fea-
tured are Scimitar tracked reconnaissance vehicle, 105mm

light gun,

ramped powered lighter,

Gazelle helicopter,

wheeled Fox reconnaissance vehicle, M2 bridging rig, Mark 7

Stalwart load-carrier.

Wheelbarrow, FV 432 armoured personnel carrier with Wom-
bat, M107 175mm self-propelled gun, Chieftain main battle
tank, 7.62 general-purpose machine-gun and the amphibious

The calendar is 153 inches by 13} inches and a page for each month is dominated
by a large profile of the particular equipment together with smaller pictures and a
brief description. And there is some space for making your own diary entries.

The 1979 calendar is priced at £1.60 (UK), £1.50 (BFPO) and £1.80 (elsewhere),
including postage and packing. Orders with UK cheque, UK postal order or
international money order should be sent to SOLDIER (AC 792), Ordnance Road,

Aldershot, Hants, GU11 2DU.
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YOUR SERVICES
BACKGROUND
IS JUST WHAT
E'RE
LOOKING FOR.

We've a secure, satisfying, challenging career
waiting for you with Securicor, Britain's largest and
fastest-growing security organization.

Your Service background is just what we're
looking for. And because we've got branches in
towns throughout Britain, chances are there may
bea vacancy in the town you choose to settle in.

You'll be part of a great team earning good
money, paid in full even during your training period.

There's a free uniform, sick pay, pension and
insurance schemes, opportunities for advancement
(we always promote from within) but above all - job-
security. Write to Securicor, Vigilant House, Room 203,
24-30Gillingham Street, London SW1V 1HZ.

(Tel: 01-834 5411) or if you're stationed in Britain see
Yellow Pages for your nearest branch. And when you
write, please let us know the town or area you are
likely to finally reside. We want to hear from you.

SECURICOR
A JOB WITH SECURITY.

&

w

FIAT

YOL SAVE MONEY. Apart from the substantial savings of tax free purchase, you can
be sure of keen prices and fair part exchange from Walton Lodge.

U.K. EMIGRANT. May purchase a new car at our concessional prices, with use in U.K.
for 6 months when it must then be exported.

H.M. FORCES. May obtain an additional saving on most models

WALTON LODGE GARAGES LTD.

Bridge Street, Walton-on-Thames, Surrey.
W.0.T. 42881

years on return to U.K. will escape VAT and tax.

settled without fuss and bother

"™ am interested in the following cars
\ North American-European spec.Tax FreeHome/Used

NAME .......
| ADDRESS

BUSINESSMEN. Six months use in U.K. a minimum of one year overseas and two

PART EXCHANGE. Any vehicle accepted in part exchange. Outstanding HP Payments
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On 23 September 1678, Charles Erskine, Fifth Earl of
Mar, was commissioned as colonel to raise a new
regiment of foot to subdue fellow Scots. Three hundred
years later, his regiment has undergone changes and
amalgamations. But still intact after all those years is the
pride and professionalism of . . .

The Scottish Soldier

IT SEEMS SOMEWHAT ironic that the
Earl of Mar’s regiment was raised to
counter an internal security threat and that
today, 300 years later, men of its direct
descendant, The Royal Highland Fusiliers
(Princess Margaret’s Own Glasgow and Ayr-
shire Regiment), are still involved in keep-
ing British subjects from each other’s
throats.

In the intervening years, however, the
regiment has soldiered all over the world and
taken part in almost every action in British
military history. Its battle honours bear tes-
timony to the spirit of Scottish soldiers in
those dusty long-gone corners of the British
Empire which they fought so hard to main-
tain. The Queen’s Colour is packed with
names like Mons, Marne and Gallipoli from
World War One, and Sicily, Greece and
Arakan from World War Two — names
which recall the sacrifice that thousands of

'\.",‘ a

.[&
I

Story by Doug McArthur

tartan-clad Jocks have made through the
years.

The regiment was born in the late seven-
teenth century in a troubled Scotland with
the King’s peace under grave threat from
fanatical Covenanters. As part of an increase
in the Royal forces in Scotland, the Earl of
Mar was charged with raising a new regi-
ment of foot and his commission as its
colonel was signed by Charles II at Windsor
Castle on 23 September 1678.

His regiment, which afterwards became
the 21st Foot or Royal Scots Fusiliers, was
then known as ‘Mar’s Grey Breeks’ because
of its hodden-grey trews. It continued to be
known by the name of its successive colonels
until about 1685 when it became The Scots
Fusiliers. In 1707 the name was changed to
The North British Fusiliers, to which the
Royal suffix was added to mark their long
service in the field under Marlborough in

the Low Countries between 1702 and 1712.
Among the many nicknames that the regi-
ment has picked up over the years,
‘Marlborough’s Own’ — after this campaign
— is perhaps one of the moét glorious,

The numerical title, although dating from
1688, did not come into use until the reign of
George II. For ten years after its formation
the regiment served continuously in Scot-
land and it was not until it marched south to
support King James II against William of
Orange in 1688 that it first crossed the
border. This was to have considerable reper-
cussions within the regiment and became the
reason for the ‘21st” number in the order of
precedence despite being the fourth infantry
regiment of the line to be raised in Britain
and the first in Scotland.

In 1694, the standing Regular Army had
only just come into being. A board of gen-
eral officers, convened to determine the
order of precedence of infantry regiments,
decided that Scots and Irish regiments
should rank from the date they were first
placed on the English establishment — the
Act of Union did not take place until 1707.
So because the fusiliers did not cross the
border until 1688, their precedence was
fixed from this date and they became 21st of
Foot and not 4th, to which they were enti-
tled by date of raising.

This decision caused much discontent at
the time and as late as 1955 a petition was

Below: The Queen inspects a 1st Battalion guard
of honour at Singapore’s ANZUK Naval Basin.

i
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tdmlalkmsforthc 4th place. This also was
down.
 The story of The Royal Highland
Fuﬂﬁmlsmlly ;hgmwoftwqwgmem,
Tl!t Roval Scots Fusiliers and The Highland
Light Inflntrr (City of Glasgow Regiment),

infm rq;mum deusnmd
land Light Infantry. In 1881, as. a result of
the Cardwell reforms, the 74th Highlanders

(raised in 1787) became Znd Battalion, The

34 ot m .Inﬁnq\m Efom.
amalgamated certain regiments into one
regiment of two battalions and also dis-

carded the old numerical designations. The

keylls»ul-‘uuwymnouﬁededhy
of the reform, having had a

out & small detachment of Mahraita infar
try, came face to face with ‘

mic—mieken nativ
_motths of the enemy

'fofW“ on!mlauuto - were

Anhur Wcllnl!y got himself into"l 'boi“w-
founded scrape’ but the bravery of the 74th
and 78th H}ghllnders (later 2nd Highland
Light Infantry and 2nd Seaforth High-
landers) turned disaster into triumph. It
happened in 1803, a dozen years before
Waterloo, when Wellesley, who was seeking

Below: The Freedom of Iserlohn, February 1967.
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sword, followed by

The Light Cavalry,
ing for hours for or
the attack and cut




Right: The 74th advances on the Mahratta’s guns
at Assaye with Colours flying and pipes playing.
Centre: Uncomfortable tin mine patrol by
fusiliers in 1956 during Malayan Emergency.
and Italy involved 2nd Battalion, The High-
land Light Infantry; Arakan and Burma
were the main campaigns of The Roval Scots
Fusiliers. The Highland Light Infantry’s 1st
Barntalion, which suffered heavy casualties in
the British Expeditionary Force, had its
revenge in 1944, when it hammered the
Germans back from Normandy. The 2nd
Battalion was with the 5th (Indian) Division
at Keren in 1940 which defeated an Italian
army of 250,000.

Of the Territorial battalions, 2nd Royal
Scots Fusiliers proved to be one of the most
travelled bartalions during the war. The
battalion was engaged in France in 1940,
Madagascar (with 1st Battalion) in 1940,
Italy in 1943-44 and North-West Europe in
1945.

But the 1959 amalgamation was so strenu-
ously opposed by both regiments, par-
ticularly the HLI, that it very nearly caused
their disbandment. Two years before amal-
gamation, the War Office informed colonels
of infantry regiments that the number of
Scottish regiments must be reduced by two
and suggested that the HLI could be amal-
gamated either within the Highland or Low-
land brigades.

The Highland Brigade decided against
amalgamating the HLI with any other regi-
ment and agreed on a Seaforth/Cameron
amalgamation. The Lowland Brigade
recommended that the HLI be transferred
from the Highland Brigade and amal-
gamated with either The Royal Scots
Fusiliers or The Cameronians. The Colonel
of the HLI at once protested but the Chief of
the Imperial General Staff confirmed that
the amalgamation would go ahead of the
RSF and the HLI. The Colonels of both
regiments, backed by Scottish MPs, pro-
tested, and meetings and marches were held,
especially in Glasgow.

The matter reached the Prime Minister
but he confirmed that the decision would
stand and the only alternative would be
disbandment. A large majority of HLI
officers preferred disbandment to amal-
gamation but the RSF decided on amal-
gamation if no other choice was available.
With this in mind the Colonels reported
back to the Chief of the Imperial General
Staff that they were prepared to amalgamate

provided the new regiment wore the kilt in a

dress Erskine tartan, while retaining the
Mackenzie trews. They also proposed a
name. This was unacceptable to London,
which insisted on the trews and told the
Colonels that if they did not like it, they
would have to resign. Which they did.

Essentially the struggle had been to retain
the identity of both regiments and, in the
case of the HLI, to continue the association
with the Highland Brigade. But when they
saw the cause was hopeless, both sides
started to work together to make the hybrid
work. And work it did.

On amalgamation the new regiment wore
The Lowland Brigade cap badge until April
1970 when the home brigade system was
dropped. On formation of The Scottish
Division, the present badge was adopted of
the Scots Fusilier grenade with the HLI
crown and monogram superimposed. This
badge had been designed way back in 1959
against the day when it would be needed.

Smaller versions were worn as collar badges.
The badge pre-dated The Scottish Division
by nine years.

Possibly the most important decision,
record the Regimental Standing Orders of
The Royal Highland Fusiliers, was that
amalgamation should be complete. There
should be no reservation of private funds,

property, museums or traditions. This
meant that all traditions and customs were
examined in the light of what was considered
best for the new regiment and within this
policy were retained as far as possible —
“The new Regiment began its life enriched,
but in no way hampered, by its heritage.’
‘Nobody provokes us with impunity’.

Winston Churchill (centre) who led
Britain through World War Two, com-
manded 6th Battalion, The Royal Scots
Fusiliers, in 1915. He started off on the
wrong foot as an infantry commanding
officer by ordering the battalion to fix
bayonets while they were at the slope
and later reverting to his cavalry train-
ing, gave the command: ‘Three's right-
trot!

On amalgamation of the 6th and 7th
battalions (owing to heavy casualties),
Churchill was the junior of the two
commanding officers so he took Haig's
advice and returned to the House of
Commons to help secure conscription.
Sir Winston was later to remark:
“Although an Englishman it was in
Scotland that | found the three best
things in my life — my wife, my con-
stituency and my regiment.”
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Corolla Liftback 1600.

Cressida Saloon.

L1,141 OFE«

Carina 1600 Estate.
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Corolla 30.
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A tax-free carisone of the perks
ofan overseas posting,

All the major car makers will sell
you one.

Butonly Toyota offer an extra
15% discounton top of the usual tax
concessions on every modelin their

ranglcz.

he tablein the coupon shows
the difference this makes to the UK
retail prices.

All the figures quoted are for
Toyotas on the road.

Whichis where they tend to stay.

Toyotas grace theinsideofa
%iirage abouttwiceayear.Thatswhen
they goin for servicing.

They’re reliable because they are
designed and builtin acommonsense
way to a standard of finish few car
makers can match.

Thereare 3,000 Toyota dealersin
Europe, with 750 in West Germany
alone.

Any oneof them will carefora
new car for a year as part of Toyota’s
unlimited mileage warranty.

Worth
aving

countr

Qur
);7 for.

If you would like more inform-
ation,pleasefillin the coupon.

And who knows, you could be
leaving the country withaToyota,a
few quidin your pocketand atearin
your eye.

To: Toyota (GB) Ltd. (Export Dept.), 700 Purley
Way, Croydon, Surrey CR94HB, England. Tel: 01-680 3350.
Iwould like to know more about the vehicle(s) below:

(Tick brochures required.)  have been serving overseas less.

than/more than 12 months. (Delete as applicable.)

EXPORT

UKPRICE PRICE

[1Corolla30 Estate 1200. £3,136.15 £2,191.00
(] Corolla Liftback 1600. £3,478.95 £2,451.00
[1Corolla1200 4door. £2,806.29 £2,045.00
[]Cressida Saloon 2000. £4,038.22  £2,796.00
[ ]Carina1600 Estate. £3,803.05 £2,662.00
[ Celica Liftback ST 2000. £4,322.53 £3,023.00

[JTwouldlike to know more about the following Toyota(s)
not mentioned above: ad

Export prices quoted subject to eligibility.

z ¢ 20000000 gass |

Namé o i

I Addressz- -

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

_ Telephone(Home/Unit):

TOYOTA

Everything keeps going ng}olfg




Takeatax
free Alfaon

IMANoOCuvies.

Alfasud Ti."Steering and
handling as brilliant as
ever. An outstanding
car in this hotly
contested class:

Autocar

superb feature is its
roadholding and

handling’
Motor

Alfasud Sprint.' The Sprint’s _ =
forteisits high speed . | \
cruising ability...another . | n

Alfetta 2000.  The Alfetta
2000 is a brilliant design
which makes many of

its competitors seem

dull and old fashioned’
Autosport

Alfetta GTV 2000.'It’s the way
every part of the car seems
to come together to create
a m:ichm_r that is A=
outstandingly .
enjoyable’

Car

Alfa Romeo (GB) Ltd offer new
RHD BFG specification Alfas. Buy direct from us and get:
7 day delivery, Forces discount, NAAFI Finance, and over
600 service dealers in Germany.
L
Military Sales Division, Alfa Romeo (GB) Limited,

B Edgware Road. London NW2 6LX. England.Tel: 01-450 8641 ||
I Name I
: Address :
I Rank : Tel: I
Please send me details of the Alfa Romeo range. S2
L----_---------

CLUB CRESTS

Embroidered

on our
PURE NEW

wool

Machine Washable
Superwash

Sweaters

MR ensie Golf
(Sreotland) Ltd.

22 Mackintosh Place, South Newmoor, Irvine, Scotland.
Enquiries to Mr John Miller, Irvine (0294) 213321

RADIO
TECHNICIANS

Government Communications Headquarters
has vacancies for Radio Technicians.
Applicants should be 19 or over.

STANDARDS required call for a sound
knowledge of the principles of electricity and
radio, together with appropriate experience of
using and maintaining radio and electronic
test gear.

DUTIES cover highly skilled
telecommunications/electronic work, including
the construction, installation, maintenance and
testing of radio and radar telecommunications
equipment and advanced computer and
analytic machinery.

QUALIFICATIONS: Candidates must hold
either the City and Guilds Telecommunications
Part | (Intermediate) Certificate or equivalent
HM Forces qualification.

SALARY (inc. supps.) from £2,927 at 19 to
£3,700 at 25 (highest pay on entry) rising to
£4,252 with opportunity for advancement to
higher grades up to £4,706 with a few posts
carrying still higher salaries.

Opportunities for service overseas.

Further particulars and application forms
available from:

GCHQ

Recruitment Officer, (Ref ROS 9/)
GCHQ, Oakley,
K Priors Road, Cheltenham, GL52 5AJ.

Cheltenham (0242) 21491 Ext 2270
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GURKHAS SAVED FROM AXE

After successive cuts in Army strength, the government has
now announced massive increases — clawing back half of the
cuts of the now infamous 1974 Defence Review.

The size of the Army is to be
increased by about 5000 men. Not
counting 1000 men saved from this
year’s now cancelled cuts in Gurkha
strengths, almost half of the increase
will go to British Army of the Rhine.
This decision, is in addition to the
increase of 1900 men already
announced earlier this year. These
moves will raise the planned size of
the Army from the 1978 Defence
Review of 159,000 to 165,000 by
1981. This does not include the
Brigade of Gurkhas.

The good news for the Gurkhas is
that they will retain an infantry batt-
lion in Brunei for at least another
five years, following talks between
the British Government and the Sul-
tan of Brunei. As in the past, the
Sultan will meet the full costs of this
battalion. ¥

Plans to reduce the Gurkhas from
7000 men to 6000 men, proposed in
the 1974 Defence White Padper,
have also been shelved. This means
that that the plan to amalgamate the
two battalions of the 2nd King
Edward VII's Own Gurkha Rifles
this year will not now go ahead.

The overall decision to boost still
further the size of the Army was
taken after studies of manpower
requirements following the restruc-
turing of the Army last year.

Of these new jobs, 2150 have
been allocated to relieving over-
stretch on units unable to meet all
peacetime demands; 1500 to BAOR
and 650 spread through the Army.

A further 1000 posts have been

BAOR outgunned
‘five to one’

A barrel superiority of five to
‘one in some areas in Rhine
Army as well as a ‘pro-
foundly disturbing’ low
number of anti-aircraft and
anti-armour missiles are
highlighted in a report by the
House of Commons Expendi-

ture Committee.

The Committee says the Warsaw
Pact enjoys a substantial numerical
advantage over Nato in manpower
and equipment and there has been
an underlying trend towards the
Warsaw Pact for the last few years.

It says that the suggestion that the
Warsaw Pact forces could reach the
Rhine in 48 hours is extremely
remote. Nevertheless the Ministry of
Defence had been unable to point to
any specific measures since January
1977 towards reducing the target
period for mobilisation. This must

, remain a top priority in the British
contribution to enhancing the read-
iness of Nato.

Continued on News 13

allocated to improve operational
capability as new equipment comes
into service and another 650 will go
towards the creation of a new unit of
battalion size in Rhine Army. The
remaining 300 men will help to
absorb work previously carried out
by the Mixed Service Organisation.
The MSO is a force of uniformed
civilians formed after World War
Two from displaced persons from
Eastern Europe, many of whom are
now approaching retirement age.

These plans must be seen as a
definite morale booster to an Army
jaundiced by successive cuts. With
the guarantee of eventual compara-
bility on pay, and the new equip-
ment promised, manpower
increases must make the Army a
more rewarding career for those
already serving and a more attrac-
tive prospect for potential recruits.
It will certainly be a shot in the arm
for the Brigade of Gurkhas.

A start has already been made on
recruiting and the first priority will
be to reduce overstretch, particu-
larly in BAOR. No time scale has
been set for implementing the
increases but ‘they will be carried
out as quickly as wastage and
recruiting allow’.

The cost of the increases — about
£20,000,000 a year — will be met
from the agreed defence budget.

September 1978

Twenty-one-year-old Lindy

Spinks, daughter of a retired Army major

attached to the Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers at Dusseldorf, is
the new Miss BAOR. Lindy, a telephonist at the Diisseldorf military
exchange, won the title at this year’s Rhine Army Summer Show (News 18).

By the way, she has a 34-23-34 figure.

Fred finds a warm billet

Meet Fred the ferret, an uninvited
guest at The Royal Scots Dragoon

Guards’ 300th birthday celebrations
in Edinburgh. Fred walked into the

guardroom at Redford Barracks,
found a nice warm chair and refused
to move. Fred proved docile, but
even so, Trooper John Stuart kept
his eye on him. Full parade story and
pictures on News 10 and 11.

Roll of Honour
moved

The Roll of Honour of the Intelli-
gence Corps for World War Two has
been moved from Winchester
Cathedral to a final resting place in
the parish church at Ashford, Kent
— the home of the corps.

A special service of thanksgiving
was held for the acceptance into the
church of the roll of honour and for
an additional roll dedicated to the
memory of a further 19 Intelligence
Corps members who gave their lives
in post-war campaigns and
emergencies.

Prince Philip, Colonel-in-Chief,
was represented by the corps’ Col-
onel Commandant, Major-General
Michael Gow. A corps flag was
installed in the church above the
rolls of honour.

NEWS 1
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EOD unit wins Sword

For the first time in the award’s 12 years, the Army’s Wilkinson Sword of Peace has been won

by a Royal Army Ordnance C

orps unit — 321 Explosive Ordnance Disposal Unit, for its work

in Northern Ireland. The sword was presented to the officer commanding, Major T B Owen,
by the Chief of the Defence Staff (Marshal of the Royal Air Force Sir Neil Cameron), at the

annual luncheon in the Cutlers’ Hall, London.

The ceremonial swords are awarded annually to a unit of each of the three
Services for outstanding efforts in fostering good relations with the local
community. The Army citation, read by the Adjutant-General (General Sir
Jack Harman), said that 321 Explosive Ordnance Disposal Unit (pictured
with ‘Wheelbarrow’) was established in Northern Ireland eight years ago to
counter the terrorist bombing campaign. Its non-offensive, protective role
was aimed solely at preventing loss of life and property. The unit was manned
by officers and soldiers of the RAOC on emergency four-month tours from the

United Kingdom and Rhine Army.
From 1969 to 1977 the unit dealt
with some 24,500 calls, of which
9500 were to terrorist bombs. Of
these bombs, 3800 were neutralised.
On a calculation that every pound of
explosive detonated in Northern
Irealand caused £1000 worth of
damage, the unit had prevented
about £100,000,000 worth of dam-
age. ‘There is no doubt,’ said the
citation, ‘that this saving of property
has prevented untold human misery

in the form of lost homes and loss of
places of work and has done much to
promote goodwill and friendly rela-
tions between the community at
large and the security forces.’

Up to April 1977, 397 ammun-
ition technical officers and ammun-
ition technicians had carried out
explosive ordnance disposal tours in
Northern Ireland, including 45 sec-
ond tours. Their successes had not
been achieved without terrible cost
nor had they gone unrecognised. To
date, 16 operators had been killed
on duty and ten injured, three seri-
ously. Their gallantry had been rec-
ognised by the award of one George
Cross, three OBEs, six MBEs, 24
George Medals, 22 Queen’s Gal-
lantry Medals, 15 BEMs, 31
mentions-in-despatches and two
GOC commendations.

‘The winning of the 1977 Wil-
kinson award of the Sword of Peace
is a fitting tribute to a unit that has
made an outstanding contribution to
community relations in Northern
Ireland over a period of eight years,’
concluded the citation.

Replying to the welcome from Mr
D Randolph, chairman of Wilkinson
Match Ltd and of Wilkinson Sword
Ltd, the Chief of the Defence Staff
said that since the Sword of Peace
was first awarded in 1966 there had
been citations for work in Northern
Ireland in 1972, 1973, 1974, 1977

NEWS 2

and this year, for the first time, two.

To say the British Army had a
difficult job of work to do in North-
ern Ireland was the understatement
of the year. *I personally believe
that no other Army in the world
could handle the situation with the
good temper and patience which
they have shown, to say nothing of
the success,” said Sir Neil.

“Sadly it has not been without
loss of life and limb and the figures

Exercising its

Pay Corps

Freedom of Winchester,
October 1970, the Royal Army Pay Corps marches
through the city in the culminating central celebration of
the corps’ centenary this year. Headed by the band of
1st Battalion, The King’s Own Royal Border Regiment,
the parade marched from the Rifie Depot to the Guild-
hall, for inspection by the Mayor (Councillor J D
Flook), who was accompanied by the corps’ Colonel
Commandant (Major General J C Cowley). and the
Paymaster-in-Chief (Major General K Saunders), and
then through the city to the cathedral for a service of

of 483 dead and 3996 badly injured
speak for themselves. We must
never forget their sacrifice and all
they have done and are doing. I
would also like to pay a tribute to
the patience and long suffering of
the wives who have been left behind
in Germany and elsewhere. They
have been magnificent.

“1 personally believe that the
armed forces are closer to the peo-
ple of this country today than they
have been for many years. This is
due to Northern Ireland to some
extent but also very much to the
fireman’s strike, when I am sure you
would agree the armed forces did
their stuff valiantly, even during a
period when their pay also had got
seriously behind that of their com-
parators. But on the credit side they
certainly met the people of this
country and the rapport was heart-
warming.

“I hope the people of this country
will continue to be proud of their
armed forces and wish to know
about their well-being and their
equipment. There are many dark
clouds on the horizon with a Soviet
re-equipment policy going far bey-
ond what might be necessary for a
defensive posture. Also, recent
developments in Africa have shown
that the Soviet Union is ready and
able to deploy military resources in
support of its political interests in
the Third World.”

The Royal Navy's Sword of Peace
went to Naval Party 8901, the 42
officers and men of the Royal
Marines representing the only per-
manent British Service presence in
the remote Falkland Islands where
the population of fewer than 2000 is
outnumbered 300 to one by the
sheep.

The Royal Air Force Sword was
won by RAF Aldergrove in North-
ern Ireland.

granted in

celebrates

thanksgiving and rededication. The three detachments
on parade were provided by RAPC soldiers worldwide,
the Training Centre’s Recruit Company and the RAPC
Apprentices College.

The weekend celebrations also included a centenary
open day and musical display at the corps’ home.
Worthy Down. The musical display, by the band and
drums of The King’s Own Royal Border Regiment,
Rhine Staff Band of the Royal Tank Regiment and the
band and bugles of the Royal Green Jackets School of
Music, included a parade of uniforms down the years.

Balloonists to

*
fry again

Balloon heroes Major Chris-
topher Davey and=Mr Don
Cameron, who so narrowly
failed to become the first to
cross the Atlantic by balloon,
are to try again. The team
dropped into the sea only
about 100 miles short of the
French coastline after a
four-day battle against the
elements.

Major Davey, of 2nd Royal Tank
Regiment, has been active in hot air

ballooning for several years and in
1975, with Mr Cameron, a Bristol

Major Christopher Davey

balloon manufacturer, made a suc-
cessful attempt on the world hot air
balloon endurance record.

Taking off from Newfoundland
with cries of “We're doing this for
England™, the two balloonists first
ran into trouble when there was an
eight-foot rip in the balloon’s vital
helium cell.

At that time, success was more
than 1000 miles away. But the pair
battled on until the final hours of
drama. They were reported in radio
bulletins as being low above the
waves, then incredibly back in the
sky. But finally buffeting winds
forced the tired balloonists to sur-
render. They landed in the middle of
a French fishing fleet in the
approaches to the English Channel.
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What advice had been given by
higher authorities to servicemen
against their wives attending the par-
liamentary lobby on pay, asked Mr
Patrick Wall (Conservative, Hal-
temprice).

The Secretary of State for
Defence, Mr Fred Mulley, said no
such advice had been given. He con-
tinued: “I should like to make it
clear that Service wives are com-
pletely free to speak in public, write
to the Press or contact their mem-
bers of Parliament and that any anx-
ieties about possible retaliation
against their husbands are com-
pletely groundless.’’

Mr Philip Goodhart (Con-
servative, Beckenham) wanted to
know whether, now that the Ger-
mans appeared to have won the
Nato tank gun selection com-
petition, Britain would press ahead
with its own tank gun development
or whether the German gun would
be accepted on the grounds of
inter-operability. (The decision to
go for the German gun was
announced in the United States in
February).

Dr Gilbert said the Government
was still considering its options for
the next tank to succeed Chieftain
but standardisation and inter-
operability was one of the factors in
that decision. On the other hand he
believed that the British gun ‘was
the best in the business.’

The Army’s strength at 30 April
was 159,740, Dr John Gilbert,
Minister of State for Defence, told
Mr lan Gow (Conservative,
Eastbourne). The corresponding
figures for 1976 and 1977 were
168,651 and 165,603 respectively.

Mr Gow asked if it was Gov-
ernment policy that the steady
reduction in the numbers of the
armed forces should continue? And
how did the reduction compare with
the increase in the armed forces of
those countries from which an attack
might come?

Dr Gilbert said the figures were
not likely to change greatly in the
near future and he pointed out that
numbers were only part of the capa-
bility — equipment and training
“were also important,

Baroness Ward of North Tyneside
(the former Dame Irene Ward MP)

{ IN PARLIAMENT

drew a blank when she asked in the
House of Lords “whether the
academic institution set up in the
south of France after the last war to
which members of the armed forces
of the United Kingdom went still
exists; or if not, when was it dis-
banded?”’

The Government spokesman,
Lord Winterbottom said he had not
been able to identify the institution,
despite checking with the defence
attaché’s office in Paris, the Royal
Army Educational Corps and its
museum, the curator of the Intel-
ligence Corps Museum, the Foreign
and Commonwealth Office archiv-
ist, the RAF Director of Education
and the Ministry of Defence library.

Lady Ward said she found that
most peculiar and asked if Lord
Winterbottom could consult her col-
league, Lord Maugham — “he cer-
tainly had something to do with the
institution to which I have referred;
in fact 1 had much to do with it
myself.”

Lord Paget of Northampton
asked for an estimate on the cost of
pursuing what he described as ‘this
extensive, if somewhat fatuous
enquiry.’

Lord Leatherland suggested jocu-
larly that as some mystery seemed to
surround the institution the Gov-
ernment might consider sending a
delegation of members of the Lords
to the south of France during
August to make investigations.

Soldiers learning Chinese in-
terested Mr Roderick MacFarquhar
(Labour, Belper). He asked which
posts required Chinese, how many
Chinese language students the
Ministry of Defence had trained in
the past ten years and how many
students had been trained at the
Lyemun Chinese Language School
in Hong Kong in the same period

Mr Robert Brown., Under-
Secretary of State for Defence for
the Army. said that 25 people were
trained at Lyemun last vear — the
majority to interpreter standard.
Once a serviceman had completed a
tour of duty in a language post for
which he was trained, any further
use of his language skill would
depend on his career and it was not
possible to say how many had main-
tained their proficiency in Chinese.

About 40 posts in the Ministry of
Defence currently required profi-
ciency in Chinese.

Mr Robin Cook (Labour, Edin-
burgh Central) asked for a policy
statement on the commercial repro-
duction of Army manuals and on
the availability for sale in public
bookshops and by mail order of the
infantry weapon training manual on
sniping.

Dr John Gilbert, Minister of State
for Defence, said policy was regu-
lated on the classification of the
manual concerned. Although an
infantry training manual on sniping,
first published 27 years ago, was no
longer classified. its unauthorised
reproduction and sale was an in-
fringement of Crown copyright. The
current up-to-date training pamp-
hlet was classified ‘Restricted’ and
was not on sale.

In anadjournment debate on limb-
less ex-servicemen, Mr Andrew
Bowden (Conservative, Brighton
Kemptown), said there were 2800
left from World War One and 9700
from World War Two. The average
age of the former group was bet-
ween 84 and 85 and 1t was inevitable
that nearly all of them would be
dead in six years.

He said there was a growing feel-
ing among the First World War men
that they were not receiving fair
treatment in relation to other groups
with more recent service. He said
that a man on a 50 per cent dis-
ablement assessment would be
receiving £17 per week com-
pensation but the serviceman dis-
abled between 1969 and 31 March
1973 would be getting £27 per week
and the man disabled since then at
least £35 per week. I do not believe
that one could say that is fair and
equitable. Indeed it is intolerable
and grossly unfair,” Mr Bowden
declared.

He suggested an extra £10 per
week for life for each of the 2800
survivors, plus a £250 payment in
lieu of the private car maintenance
allowance paid to younger men.
This would cost the Government
£2.000,000 a year.

“As our country moves into
calmer economic waters, those who
sacrificed so much in such a bloody,
ghastly war must not be forgotten.”

A ‘No gag on wives’'—Mulley

The Minister of State, Depart-
ment of Health and Social Services,
Mr Roland Moyle, pointed out in his
reply that there were still some
35,000 disablement pensioners from
World War One along with some
19,000 widows. All told, including
the World War Two, there were
not far short of 400,000 war pen-
sions in payment to disablement
pensioners, their widows and other
dependants, :

Mr Moyle said his natural desire
was to say that the Government
would accede to Mr Bowden's
suggestions but he could not in all
honesty do that. The nub of the
argument was that the benefits of
the armed forces pension scheme
introduced in 1973 did not apply to
those who left the Services before
that date.

As with all occupational pension
schemes there was no retrospection
so it was not just a matter of cost but
a matter of principle. “I cannot -
accept that, because the Minsitry of
Defence has modernised and vastly
improved the provision it makes for
serving soldiers nowadays, the war
pensions scheme can, or indeed
should, attempt to provide the equi-
valent benefits,”” he said.

Since the Queen Elizabeth Milit-
ary Hospital, Woolwich, opened in
April 1977 it had admitted 1744
National Health Service patients,
Mr Brown told Mr John Cartwright
(Labour, Woolwich East).

There would be no changes in
rates of local overseas allowances
before 1 April 1979 except where
adjustments are made necessary by
movements in exchange rates, Mr
Mulley, said in a written reply to Mr
Peter Viggers (Conservitive, Gos-
port). Mr Mulley said consideration
of the basis for and rates of the
allowances was continuing and the
moratorium on changes would con-
tinue in the meantime.

The decision to proceed with the
entire rebuilding of Wellington Bar-
racks, London, was announced on
the same day in both the Lords and
the Commons. The work to plans
approved in 1972 will proceed con-
currently with the current contract
to rehabilitate the facade block and
will be spread over the years up to
1983-84.
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Colonel John Skinner has been
awarded the higher degree of
Bachelor of Letters at Oxford Uni-
versity for his thesis on ‘Northern
Army Group; A Study of Organ-
isational Structures.’

Colonel Skinner, who works in the
Directorate of Military Operations in
the Ministry of Defence, was one of
four Service officers selected for
defence fellowships at universities in
1975-76. He went to Queen’s Col-
lege, Oxford, where he prepared his
thesis under the supervision of Pro-
fessor Michael Howard.

It is understood that only one
other serving officer has achieved
this academic distinction.

Colonel Skinner was com-
missioned into the Royal Army
Ordnance Corps and read history at
Oxford. He has served outside UK in
Japan, Korea, Malaya, Singapore,
Borneo and Germany.

S

Adventure ahoy

A multi-national round-the-world expedition lasting more
than two years and run by veterans of Army expeditions of the
past, is to start from Britain this autumn when the 150-ton
hr%antine, Eye of the Wind, sets sail on the first leg.

e expedition, Operation
Drake, will involve 216 youngsters
aged between 17 and 24 — of whom
nearly 100 will be British. They will
take part in three-month phases —
24 of them at a time — crewing the
ship and helping with scientific and
community relations projects in dif-
ferent parts of the world.

/ Whicheverdirectionyou're
going, the Henlys Organisation
can arrange to have a new
Leyland car waiting for you on
your arrival.

Before departing on your
tour of duty in Cyprus, trade in
yourpresent car at any branch
of Henlys for a sensible part-
exchange price.

That way, you will have all

@ advantages of the INTER-

CAR scheme. The leading \
Leyland distributors in Cyprus
willsettheprice youare quated
against anew or used car.
Whicheveryou

choose, your car will be@
waiting at the airport.

Contact John Horgan, Inter-Car Centre,
Henlys Ltd., West 5t., Bedminster,
Bristol $3 3LH.Tel: Bristol 662261. /
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The expedition is being run by the
Scientific Exploration Society, an
international body of servicemen,
scientists and explorers. When Eye
of the Wind departs in October (the
400th anniversary of Sir Francis
Drake’s round-the-world trip) it will
sail via the Canaries and Antigua to
Panama.

Mr Jimmy Masters, the ex-sapper
captain who is logistics and per-
sonnel officer for the expedition,
told SOLDIER: ‘“‘Army par-
ticipation is spread pretty well
across the board — although the
Royal Engineers are taking more
places than anyone.”

Among the expedition veterans
taking part are Captain Jeremy
Groves and Captain Paul Turner,
both cavalrymen, and Major Derek
Jackson from the Royal School of
Artillery. Fifteen of the youngsters
chosen are young soldiers.

Prince Charles, who is expedition
patron, sums up: ‘The greatest
reward for the young explorers par-
ticipating in Operation Drake and
working alongside seasoned sci-
entists and explorers will be
enhanced awareness of their own
personal capabilities and the prac-
tical experience of co-operation
with people of other nations.’

Bye-bye Bofors

For more than 30 years a key
weapon in defence against air
attack, the Bofors anti-
aircraft gun made what
believed to be its last appear-
ance on training with British
Army of the Rhine during the
Whirly Gig II air defence
exercise in North Germany.

Volunteer gunners from the Mid-
lands and Wales fired the Bofors on
the Hohne ranges and brought it
into ‘action’ against aircraft during
an exercise in which Regular Army
units of the Royal Artillery and an
RAF squadron, armed with the lat-
est Rapier air-defence missile sys-
tem, demonstrated their
capabilities.

e Volunteers, from 104 Air
Defence Regiment (Volunteers),
begin this month with another
TAVR gunner unit a programme of
conversion to the new Blowpipe
missile air-defence system.

Friend and
ex-foe

Prince Charles, Colonel-in-Chief of
The Parachute Regiment, met old
adversaries Gavin Cadden (right)
from Glasgow, ex-2nd Battalion,
The Parachute Regiment, and

former German para Hans Teske
(without beret) during Airborne
Forces Day at Aldershot.

Mr Cadden was captured in North
Africa by Herr Teske during World
War Two.




ROYAL ARTILLERY ASSOCIATION

Home
MODEL GUNS £
Plated and mounted on black base.
§77 25 Pdr. Gun (Scale 1/48) 8.65
$78 105mm Pack Howitzer a LTR B.67
582 Abbot S.P. Gun w1196 5.74
583 M109 S.P. Gun 1/96 5.76
589 Abbot 8.P. Gun Silver plated
(Vacuum) mounteg » 1148 26.25
S90 18 Pdr. Gun w 1748 8.57
591 Bofors Gun w 196 6.26
598 Waterloo Cannon—6 Pdr by Bassett-Lowke 11.77
$100 i »  9Pdr o 11.77
8131 5.5 Model Gun 11,33
$135  105mm Light Gun 6.42
875 Silver Plated Georgian Cannon 4.64
8§92 ICE BUCKET, Regimental Drum 9.06
§92a  Tongs for above engraved R.A. Cypher 3R
ASH TRAYS—Glass
S1 R.A. Badge on Black 74
s2 R.A. Cypher on Blue A9
TANKARDS—Pewter
$70 1-pint R.A. Badge 7.60
571 #pint % 5.84
5120 1-pint R.A. Cypher 13.17
SHIELDS
S84c  Heraldic—R.A. Badge on red 4.63
§95 REGIMENTAL BADGE. Unmounted in
Fibreglass and gold plated, in full
Regimental colours. Size 14" x 12",
Suitable for Unit Signs 42.60
UNMOUNTED BADGES (Replicas)
596 Helmet Badge (pre-1922) with 5 fixing lugs ~ 2.65
597 Cypher Badge—with 3 fixing lugs 2.65
$106 WALLETS—R.A. Cypher Gold blocked 4.14
DIARIES—Sectional Planner
P60 Gold blocked. R.A. Cypher, with insert for
year (ONE of the undermentioned inserts
can also be used with Planner): .76
P60a  Telephone Index il
P60b  Road Maps 19
P60c  Memo Sheets A7
P60e Refills only 45
DESK DIARIES with year-planner chart
P46 Covers only 2.79
P46a Refills 322
5108 TELEPHONE INDEX/ADDRESS BOOK
(R.A. Cypher) 2.98
5109 POCKET ADDRESS BOOK (R.A. Cypher) 1.50
S64 TIES—Regimental 3" blade 1.81
S64a oy 4" blade 2.24
§62 R.A. Cyphers in Blue 4" blade 2.50
563 " Bt Ty 3 Binds 2.11
566 Single R.A. Cypher on Blue 91
S63a !250th Anniversary CCL on Blue Blade 2.73
§130 TIE PINS—Gold Grenade Stick Pin 9.41
528 R.A. Gun Badge Tie Tack 67
BLAZER BADGES—Silk Embroidered
S15&S515a R.A. Cypher } Pocket sized 91
S14b& in colours
Sl4c R.A. Badge [ Navy Blue 1.20
S14&S514a RAA. or Black When 1.20
BLAZER BADGES— i
Gold & Silver-Wire R s
517&517a R.A. Cypher | Pocket sized | required 2.72
S16b& in colours
Sl6c R.A. Badge | Navy Blue 337
S16&S16a RAA. or Black 338
BLAZER BUTTONS—
§35 Brass, Flat with Gun Mounted (Large) 1.48
536 - 2 R o (Small) 1.42
837 Brass, Flat withengraved Cypher (Large) .94
538 it AR A 1 o w  (Small) ' .90
CUFF LINKS
S$44 Gilt R.A. Badge on red enamel shield
with gilt surround. Torpedo fitting
—per pair 1.75
$45 Rolled C:Fo]d on Sterling Silver embossed
with R.A. Badge—per pair 17.21
S46 Gilt R.A. Badge on blue enamel shield
with gilt surround. Torpedo fitting
—per pair 1.75
CAR KEY RINGS
S§51 R.A. Badge—Leather tab (Tan) .55
S51a ,, ., 5 » (Black) 35

Abroad
£

8.72
8.72
6.16
6.13

26.26
8.70
6.23

12.02

12.02

11.71
6.74
5.06
9.48
3.46

1.16
93

8.16
6.65
13.44

5.05

41.48
2.93
2.93
4.33

2.79

3.9

3.40

1.64
1.58
1.14
1.10

1.89

15.85

1.89

.78
.78
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Quote Ref: SOL 78

Orders with remittances to:
ARTILLERY HOUSE,
Connaught Barracks,
Grand Depot Road,
London SE18 6SL.

Tel. 01-855 9649

Home
£

$112 CAR BADGE—R.A. Cypher

S§112a ,, » —R.A. Gun
R.A. Band RECORDS—
S81B  “Out of the Box" (Stereo)
S8lc  “Following the Guns” (Stereo)
S8le  “Trumpet & Bugle Calls” (Stereo)
§133  Metal Statuette (Circa 184 & Metal
Statuette, Do-it-yourself Kit
S134  Pewter Soldier in Internal
Security Dress (R.A. Crested)
$137 3 Bar Khaki Chevrons
CAP BADGES
$104 R.A.O.R.—Beret
S104a »  —General use
BRACELET CHARMS—
550 Gold Gun Replica
548 Silver Gun replica
S47a w R.A. Badge Medallion
547 »» St Barbara "
S50A  Gold Plated Silver Gun Rep.
S49B o e,  ROAS Bac&e Med.
$49C & W » St. Barbara ,,
$110 POWDER COMPACT with R.A. Badge
on
BROOCHES
S80 Marcasite R.A. Badge, Silver
S80a W RHA. ., "
$79 Sterling Silver with Laurel Marcasite

S111

Metal Brooch, R.A. Badge
S128

Silver/Marcasite Grenade Brooch
EAR-RINGS—to match Brooch $128

S125  Grenade (screw type)

5126 »  (pierced)
TABLE MATS

893

R.A. Cypher in gold on Blue Baﬂipound
9" x 7

§93a w w w w w cream Melamine
background
9" x
S93B » Badge—gold and red on light blue—
perspex covered
o x 77
594 » Cypher in gold on Blue background
f 12° x 9
S94a S T cr;lm Melnr:ine
ackgroun
12" x 9f
$107 DRINK COASTERS, Gun motif on Red
—each
S107a ,, ”» Gun motif on Blue
—each
S85 TEA TOWEL Irish Linen

“The Royal Regiment of Artillery”
P48C  POCKET NOTEBOOKS

P48B "y . R.A. Cg)her—
with telephone
index

Pl15a CONFERENCE PAPERS FOLDER,
gold embossed RA CYPHER

P20 Dinner Place Cards s (per 100)

P49 Identity Card Holders, R.A. Badge
(quantity prices much reduced)

SILVER PLATE
S119 Water Goblet with R.A. Cypher—each
8118« Wing.c A0 L LD —each
S123. Brandy. ; " a & —each
§122 Liqueur ,, - o ¥ —each
$117 Oval Tray with R.A. Cypher—each
§$121 Round ,, 1 w (Gallery)—each

i
569 PAPER KNIVES (Steel) with R.A. Cypher

$129 CLOTHES BRUSH, Leather covered,
handle embossed R.A. Cypher

§115 SUIT & DRESS COVERS, Zip Front, Satin
P.V.C.

S$58 SERVIETTES (Paper) White with R.A.
Cypher in Red Size 15" x 15"—per 100
WEEKEND CASES—Blue Canvas
Suitcase

1 Chri

§56

Transfers, etc.

Abroad

1.79
1.96

3.08
220
2.81

.70
A5

L

=a AR
PRE3IARS

2.12
LN

2.60
332
241

42
42

1.19

.14
20.85
28.47

1.16
2.00
5.08
1.24

3.63

Cheques and Postal Orders should be made payable to the Royal Artillery Association. In the case of cheques from
abroad, these should be drawn on a British Bank in Sterling, or Money Orders and Postal Orders should be sent in

Sterling.

Prices include Value Added Tax and Postage for U.K., and Surface Postage for Abroad. No VAT is payable in respect
of orders from abroad, but postage charges are substantially higher. Savings, often considerable, will result when a
number of items are sent together. An adjustment will be made if necessary.

QUOTED PRICES REFER TO EXISTING STOCKS, AND CHANGES WILL

STOCKS ARE PURCHASED.

PRICES TO H.M. FORCES ABROAD WILL BE CHEAPER THAN THOSE SHOWN.

BE NECESSARY WHEN FRESH
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3.32
2.38

317
3.76

345

1.57
79

g

5.92
191

531

B Cards, Selecti ﬂ'lf—hlmm
ature Medals supplied to order. Blank Posters, R.A.A. Badges, Standards,
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May says
farewell

It was ‘May’s Day' and a sad
moment when Junior Sergeant Gib-
son walked forward to pin on to May
Haywood’s lapel a gold brooch set
with diamonds in the shape of the
Infantry Junior Leaders Battalion
cap badge.

The badge had been bought with
donations contributed by all mem-
bers of the battalion and many ex-
Jjuniors now serving with Regular
battalions all over the world.

May, of the Women’s Royal Vol-
untary Service, joined the junior
unit in March 1972 and saw it
change its role in 1974 to become the
present Infantry Junior Leaders Bat-
talion. She was dedicated to the wel-
fare of the juniors and there are
many who have benefited from
May’s motherly advice and are
grateful for her help in many ways.

May was made redundant after six
vears at Shorncliffe during which
time she saw approximately 3000
juniors pass out to adult service.

Family get-together

Leaden skies finally shed chill tears of drizzle to accompany the farewell of the old Colours of
1st Battalion, The King’s Regiment, as they were marched off to the strains of ‘Auld Lang
Syne’ before new Colours were broken out and presented by the Queen Mother, Colonel-in-

Chief of the regiment and its predecessor, The Manchester Regiment, for some 30 years.
More than 1250 members of the regimental ‘family’ flocked to Roman

Barracks, Colchester, for the occasion. Apart from the wives and children of

serving Kingsmen, there were old comrades from the former King's (Liver-
pool) Regiment and The Manchester Regiment. Most members of the
regiments, past and present, come from either Liverpool or Manchester.
Chill weather dogged the ceremonial day but did not dampen the spirits of
either the spectators or the crisply drilled parade of some 20 officers and 300

men.

The Queen Mother arrived by helicopter to present the new Colours and
was met by the Lord Lieutenant of Essex, Sir John Ruggles-Brise. Her
Majesty inspected the parade of four guards with the regimental band and
corps of drums before the old Colours were trooped through the ranks and

marched off parade.

She presented the new Colours,
her bright orange ensemble contrast-
ing with the predominantly dark
green of the battle-honour-
embroidered Regimental Colour.

The Colonel-in-Chief then inspected
a parade of old comrades and chat-
ted to a number of them before
having lunch in the officers’ mess.

JI T
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The King's Regiment traces its
history back to 1685. Its predeces-
sors before the amalgamation of
The King's (Liverpool) Regiment
and The Manchester Regiment, in
1958, fought in almost all the cam-
paigns and theatres in which British
forces have been engaged. In so
doing it has been awarded 183

battle honours 98 for World War
One, 59 for World War Two and 26
for other wars or engagements.

Members of the regiment have
won 24 Victoria Crosses. Five of
these were earned in the defence of
Ladysmith, besieged during the
South African War, and the regi-
ment still celebrates Ladysmith
Day. i

World War One saw the regiment
increase to 87 battalions which
fought on every front and in every
major battle. It suffered nearly
100,000 casualties and won 17 VCs.

Since World War Two, when
again it was engaged on almost
every front, from the retreat from
Dunkirk to the advance across
Northern Europe in 1944, the regi-
ment has served in Korea, Malaya.
Kenya, Kuwait. Bahrain, Berlin,
Guyana. Belize, Rhine Army and
Hong Kong as well as on three
emergency tours in Northern Ire-
land and an 18-month accompanied
stay in Londonderry in 19735.

The King’s Regiment is now part
of the newly-formed 7 Field Force
in Germany and is due for its fourth
emergency tour of Northern Ireland
next spring.

Left: The Colours are dipped in
salute to the Colonel-in-Chief as
they are marched past in slow time.

schmatter’

‘Never mind the quality, feel
the width,” could - well be
what the Chief of the General
Staff, General Sir Roland
Gibbs, is saying as he
examines the prototype of the
proposed ‘Army dress for the
1980s’ (left).

The general saw the new
uniforms on a visit to the Stores and
Clothing Research and Develop-
ment Establishment at Colchester.
The parade uniform is to be trialled
next year by 1st Battalion, The
Prince of Wales's Own Regiment of
Yorkshire, at Bulford, and by 160
Provost Company, Royal Military
Police, at Aldershot. The uniform
may eventually replace the current
No 1 and No 2 dress.

In the picture, the CGS is inspect-
ing a model of an officer wearing the
embellishments recommended for
special occasions. Officer and sol-
dier uniforms are of the same basic
design and cloth in dark green in a
lighter weight of wool barathea than
used in the current uniform. The
style is a smarter, better-cut uniform
with side vents and patrol back.

Next year, regiments and corps
will attend demonstrations of the
new uniforms given by the York-
shire regiment and will be given a
chance to discuss how regimental
dress distinctions can be per-
petuated. There is no intention to
dispense with the kilt, trews or col-
oured trousers in units where these
are traditional.

Also in the picture are the Director
of Clothing and Textiles, Brigadier J
S Ryder, and the Director of

SCRDE, Dr T Moynehan.

Cadets show thei

o p .
War pensions
More than 396,000 people received
pensions under the War Pensions
Scheme at 31 December last year —
worth payments in the previous year
totalling nearly £283,000,000.
There were 57,000 pensioners from

World War One, and from World
War Two and later, nearly 298,000.

A company of the 4th Ghana Infantry Battalion has carried out joint exercises
with a company of the Irish Guards at West Down Camp, Salisbury Plain.

At the same time, a company of Irish Guardsmen went on exchange to
Ghana. The Ghanaians spent much of their time in hard training and were
put over an assault course at Warminster by a detachment of the Micks. They
sang their traditional songs as they marched to the rendezvous but still had
enough ‘puff left to give three rousing cheers for their instructors when they
had completed the course (above).

Off duty, the Ghanaians visited Stonehenge, Salisbury Cathedral — and
Windsor Castle.
They come from the Kumasi region of Ghana.

r spirit

During their first-ever visit to
the Cadet Training Centre at
Frimley Park, Surrey, the
Queen and the Duke of Edin-
burgh saw a variety of
activities designed to display
cadet forces’ aims ‘to develop
the qualities of good citizen-
ship and the spirit of service
to Queen and Country.’

The Queen is Captain-General of
the Combined Cadet Force and the
Duke of Edinburgh is Colonel-in-
Chief of the Army Cadet Force.
Both groups were represented.

After a private briefing the vis-
itors watched initiative and obstacle
races and chatted to the particip-
ants. They also met a group of
Canadian cadets who were attend-
ing the Bisley shooting meeting,

Watermanship was displayed in
an assault boat contest on the
centre’s lake and indoor air rifle
shooting was demonstrated. A static
display representing cadet activities

throughout the United Kingdom —
inclufing Northern Ireland — was
on show too.

The Nottingham ACF band

played while the Queen and Duke
took tea on the lawn and before the
royal couple left they were pre-
sented with silver statuettes of
cadets by the Centre’'s Comman-
dant, Colonel David Lloyd-Jones.
To round off the visit, 12-year-
old Antoinette Magee, daughter of
Warrant Officer Roy Magee, pre-
sented the Queen with a bouquet.
Cadets gave their visitors a royal
send-off with three cheers as they
lined the drive as the Queen and
Duke drove away.
Left: Picture shows Her Majesty
talking to cadets in the assault craft
demonstration.

We want
your girls
...please

The 1st Battalion of The
Queen’s Regiment has moved
to Northern Ireland for a
four-month tour and is look-
ing for a girl.

hile the battalion, based in
West Germany, is in Northern Ire-
land, the men are hoping to find a
‘Miss 1 Queen’s’ from their recruit-
ing area of Kent, Sussex, Surrey and
London.

It has become almost traditional
for units serving in Northern Ireland
to select a personality pin-up girl
who can pay them morale-boosting
visits during their tour, but the 1st
Battalion has not yet found one.

“We are looking for an attractive
girl who is over 18, lives in our
recruiting area and could visit the
battalion as our guest while we are
in Northern Ireland and again when
we return to Germany,” explained
Captain Anthony Beattie.

“Any interested young lady
should send a letter giving some
details about herself and a full-
length photograph to me and the
selection will be made by a panel
representing the battalion.”

Captain Beattie’s address is: 1st
Battalion, The Queen’s Regiment,
BFPO 801.
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SOLDIER’S Page 8 Girls

At first glance a Penthouse Pet of the Year and Miss 43 Air
Defence Battery (Lloyds Company), Royal Artillery, might

seem
(35-23-35) Jane Hargrave.
K e

o

-

Major Ronald Smith, com-
manding Lloyds Company, at
Sennelager, West Germany, wrote
to Penthouse magazine asking if he
could have a photograph of one of
their Penthouse Pets to use in the
battery newspaper. Penthouse went
one better — they sent Jane!
During a whirlwind three-day
visit, Jane was unanimously elected
Miss 43 Lloyds Company, helped
the battery celebrate the anniver-
sary of the Battle of Waterloo (when
it won its honour title), drove a
Spartan, fired Blowpipe, was guest
of honour at an all-ranks’ dance,
attended picnics and barbecues,
posed for hundreds of photographs

poles apart - but not if you’re a girl like blonde

and signed innumerable autographs.

And she enjoyed every crowded
minute of it. “It was a wonderful
trip,” she says, “and I wouldn’t have
missed it for anything. Lloyds Com-
pany are a great bunch of fellows.”

Jane, whose ambition is ‘to be
famous,” sees her pictorial for
Penthouse as just a beginning. She
has her sights firmly set on an acting
career and is booked to work on
three films, including one by Fellini.

But she has no intention of neg-
lecting her new-found friends.
Already there is talk of a return visit
to Sennelager later this year and
possibly a visit to the battery firing
camp in the Hebrides in November.

Sister Susie sews

There were plenty of helping hands suddely available when Miss Wiltshire

— 19-year-old Sue Horsman — found some difficulty in struggling into

overalls on a visit to Support Company of Ist Battalion, The Duke of

Edinburgh’s Royal Regiment.

Sue obviously looked forward to the trip because she had sewn a cushion,

complete with the badge of the Duke of Edinburgh’s, which she presented to
company commander Major Dick Foster. Afterwards she drove both a Ferret
scout car and an armoured personnel carrier and fired various weapons,

proving herself a good shot with both pistol and sub-machine gun.
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Twenty-one-year-old Sun Page 3 girl Denise Perry has j

-

ﬁvén the men of

7th Regiment, Royal Horse Artillery, a treat by visiting them in Northern

Ireland.

In return, Denise left home almost weighed down with souvenirs ranging
from T-shirts and vests, suitably emblazoned with crests, to plaques and

badges.

Throughout a hectic programme which took her to' all the regiment’s
locations, Denise talked to as many soldiers as possible: “‘I'think they do a
great job out here; I like Ireland,”” said the pretty lass, who was delighted to
hear numerous men tell her that her photographs don’t do her justice!

This was not her first visit to the Province. She is also the pin-up of the men
of 2nd Royal Tank Regiment, who welcomed her to Londonderry some

months ago.

Brigadier Reg’s
speech breakthrough

A top military communications
expert has played a vital part in
solving a l:sdxeech processing problem
which baffled scientists for years. At
the University of Bath’s School of
Electronic Engineering, Brigadier
Reg King's team devised a more
efficient system to transmit speech
by wire or radio at an acceptable
voice reproduction quality. It looks
like being markete:i] at less than a
tenth of the cost of any other exist-
ing system and will be housed in a
terminal smaller than a shoebox.

A prototype is being made at
Bath which should be ready for
evaluation in 18 months. A fully
engineered version could be in gen-

eral use within the next five years. It
is said to have enormous com-
mercial potential — for instance the
world’s telephone systems could
cope with more than four or five
times their present traffic through
the same number of lines. Other to
benefit could be deep sea divers, the
partially deaf and foreign language
students.

Professor William Gosling, head
of the school, said the team had
achieved something which
mathematicians had said could not
be done. Br'i-gadier King declared:
“In the end the answer was so sim-
ple that I had trouble in convincing
myself that it really worked.”




Hf you are home-based, or coming
home on leave and wish to hire a
car — let us hear from you. We
have a wide choice of saloons,
estates, mini-buses and vans. We
will meet you on arrival at the
Airport and you can leave it there
when you retum.

Write now for details before your
leave begins and ensure a
care-free vacation,

121 % Discount for NAAFI
customers

Unlimited Mileage

28-38 Upper High St, Epsom,
Surrey. Tel: Epsom 25611
Telex: 929908

The Arrival Lounge,
RAF Brize Norton,
Oxon. Tel: Carterton 325

GENUINE
SURPLUS

COMBAT CLOTHING
PARA SMOCKS
RATIONS

SLEEPING BAGS
‘44 WEBBING
TROUSERS
BARRACK/DRESS

‘Almost anything in genuine
govt surplus

(S.A.E.) for catalogue
SILVERMAN'S

(Department S)
2/8 Harford Street,
London, E.1.
Tel: 01-790 5257
Personal callers Mon.-Fri.

Nearest Tube — Mile End.

Test Engineers
recognise anything?

The chances are that you do. After all you have probably been working on
this or similar equipment. You will know that the testing and maintenance of
such equipment demands high skill, especially in the tactory where
measurements, fault finding and adjustments have to be made 1o ensure
performance and reliability in the field. The kind of skill —and experience —
that vou have acquired or developed in the services

It is this skill and experience which we now need to develop and build on
which can provide you with the sort of career opportunity that will appeal to
you — whether you are able 1o join us very soon or want something lined up
for when you leave the service.

You would be joining Europe’s largest supplier of air traffic control and air
defence radar systems. Our expertise in radar technology 1s recognised
world-wide and you could work on equipment ranging from simple printed
boards 1o complex sub-systems. Many of our staff are ex-services.

QOur work 1s of a non-production type ensuring variety and challenge and
covers the latest techniques direct from development back to equipment first
manufactured up 1o 15 or 20 years ago, this makes the transition from Service
life to industry very easy for the new employee.

We offer completiuve salaries, excellent working conditions and real scope
for career development.

Why not telephone or write for an applicatuon form to Joan Kendall,
Personnel Department, Marconi Radar Systems Limited, Writtle Road,
Chelmsford, Essex. Telephone Chelmsford (0245) 67111.

We would also like to hear from men and
women who possess traditional
engineering skills, such as wrning,
welding etc

A GEC-Marconi Electronics
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The Royal Scots Dragoon
Guards, Scotland’s senior
regiment and her only
cavalry, celebrated their 300
years of service with a week
that combined formality,
pomp and ceremony with all
the down-to-earth enjoyment
of a huge bir!hdag party.

The highlights of the week were
the regimental drive-past down
Edinburgh’s historic Princes Street
in the full panoply of modern war,
followed a day later by the ter-
centenary parade reviewed by the
Queen,

I'he two occasions could not have
been more different. In Princes
Street, thousands of people —
including a strong contingent of
foreign tourists stood in slow
drizzle cheering the thundering
ranks of mighty Chieftain tanks as
they passed before the Duke of
Kent. The Chieftains, making up
one composite squadron, were pre-
ceded by a composite recon-
naissance squadron with Ferret,
Fox, Saracen and Scorpions, advanc-
ing two and sometimes four abreast
across Princes Street, with Edin-
burgh Castle high on its hill behind
making an effective backdrop.

Before the drive-past, the Duke
of Kent, a lieutenant-colonel with
the regiment, laid a wreath at the
Scots Greys Memorial behind the
saluting base in Princes Street on
behall of all ranks and the regi-
mental association.

I'he next day’s parade, behind
Holyrood House, gave the regiment
the chance to show off its colourful
dress uniforms, a legacy of its three
hundred years of service and the
fusing of its descendants, the 3rd
Carabiniers (itself an amalgamation
of the 3rd Dragoon Guards and the
Carabiniers (6th Dragoon Guards))
and The Royal Scots Greys., who
were amalgamated seven years ear-
lier on that same spot behind Holy-
rood House.

On parade were the band, pipes
and drums of the regiment, immor-
talised by the hit parades of a dozen
countries with their best-selling
‘Amazing Grace,” the mounted
detachment on superb grey horses,
save for the darker Trojan, the drum
horse, a gift from Her Majesty on
amalgamation in 1971.

In her speech, the Queen men-
tioned the close links between the
three regiments through the ages
when they “fully maintained the
reputation for dash and gallantry
which has always been such a
characteristic of the British cavalry.

“Modern developments may have
torced horses to give way to tanks,
but the record of the epic campaigns
of the Greys from Palestine through
El Alamein to Tripoli. Italy, Nor-
mandy and ending in the Baltic, and
of the Carabiniers fighting the
jungle war through Burma from
Imphal to Rangoon, shows that
nothing changed the indomitable
spirit of the officers and men.

“In more recent times internal
security duties in Northern Ireland,
peace-keeping in Cyrpus, defence
against threats of aggression in
Belize, deployment with Nato and
the unlikely job of firefighting may
have posed new problems and chal-
lenges, but throughout the regiment
has maintained the same sense of
duty, the same comradeship and the
same family feeling which has
always been the essential basis of all
good fighting units.”
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Top: The massed tanks thunder down Right: The recce squadron drives past,
Princes Street. under Edinburgh Castle.

Left: Her Majesty reviews the parade. Right (inset): An exclusive picture of the
Queen and the mounted detachment with

Below: Several complicated drills were (left) Lieutenant-Colonel C A Ramsey and
executed during the parade. This right- Colonel H T Brassey. For a full-colour
angled turn was one. 10" < 8" print of this picture apply to
SOLDIER (RSDG), Ordnance Road,

Aldershot, Hants, GU11 2DU, enclosing

A £2.25 (UK), £2.06 (BFPO) or £2.16 (else-

Pictures by Paul Haley where).
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Colours laid up at last

For the first time in 30 years The Black Watch exercised their right as
Freemen of the City of Perth when they marched through the streets, ‘bands
playing and bayonets fixed,” bearing their old Colours to be laid up in the
Regimental Headquarters at Balhousie Castle after a short seremony in
Wavell Gardens.

New Colours were presented to The Black Watch by the Queen Mother in
1975 but the laying up of the old was delayed because of the regiment’s tour in
Northern Ireland. Picture (left), courtesy of Perthshire Advertiser, shows the
laying-up ceremony.

Meanwhile the Queen Mother, who is Colonel-in-Chief of The Black
Watch, has not been neglecting them. She visited the regiment at Somme
Barracks, Catterick, where she watched a demonstration of infantry skills by
D Company and the marching of the pipes and drums and military band.

MOD bans whale oil
The Ministry of Defence is to phase out completely the use of
sperm whale oil in both its lubricants and leather goods. This
announcement, made in the House of Commons by Dr John
Gilbert, Minister of State for Defence, has been warmly
welcomed by conservationists leading the fight to save the
endangered species.

After consultation with all the
major suppliers of leather to the
Ministry’s manufacturers of leather
goods, the use of the oil has also been
excluded from a large number of
leather items used by the Services.

Dr Gilbert said that in the few
cases where this was not yet possible
he had set in hand a testing pro-
gramme to establish whether leather
could be produced without the use
of sperm whale oil and still reach
acceptable standards. General guid-
ance was being issued to all the
Ministry’s procurement divisions,

“In all cases the exclusion of
sperm whale oil is being achieved at
no cost penalty to the defence
budget — nor will the operational

effectiveness of the Services be in
any way impaired.,” Dr Gilbert
declared. .

Cornelia Durrant, wildlife cam-
paigner for the Friends of the Earth,
told SOLDIER: “We welcome this
very much, particularly as the Minis-
try of Defence is one of the biggest
users of leather in the country.”

SOLDIER understands that the
only major leather items containing
sperm whale oil which will still be
used by the Army are certain types
of gloves. But manufacturers of the
high-quality gloving leather used
are working on substitutes which
will be accepted by the Ministry
providing they reach the high
specifications.

HIGH TREES SCHOOL
HORSEHILLS, HORLEY, SURREY.

Independent boarding and day preparatory school for children aged
5-13 years. Situated in beautiful Surrey countryside only 2 miles from
Gatwick airport. Preparation for public school and other entrance
examinations. The school has.a homely atmosphere and specialises
in looking after children from Service families and remains open
during Christmas and Easter holidays. The school is co-educational to
enable brothers and sisters to be educated together. Special fees
concession for the armed forces. Please apply to The Headmaster for
prospectus,

A large crowd turned out for Larkhill’s annual Artillery Day. Pictured is a 1
highlight of the event, the massed firing.

INVICTA EXPORT is part of the Ramsgate Division of. Invicta Motors
Ltd., the largest Ford Main Dealers in East Kent. Being associated
with Ford for over 50 years, nobody is better qualified to give you
help and guidance in choosing your new Ford — specialising makes
the difference.
% Situated conveniently on the South-East coast, 5 minutes from
Pegwell Bay Hoverport and 40 minutes from Dover.

% Generous Discounts — No hidden charges.
% Part exchanges welcome,
% Guaranteed Used Cars available.

I N -
Return the coupon for free Information Pack to Invicta Motors Ltd.,
Boundary Road, Ramsgate, Kent. Tel: Thanet 5§7931. Telex 96331. s8
NAMIE L vt i s SNBSS
DD AESS: ricror st b s et

cerersnens TiCK items of main interest
DOFIESTA DCORTINA
O ESCORT OGRANADA
...0CAPRI QOUSED CARS
ONEW MOTORCYCLES
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‘Ovtgunned’

From News 1

Expressing concern about the low
number of anti-armour and anti-
aircraft missiles, particularly Rapier
and Swingfire, the report says that
even on the most optimistic esti-
mates of consumption rates, the
stock levels prescribed by Nato are
pitched unrealistically and danger-
ously low, yet units do not even
reach these. Urgent action is
recommended to increase numbers.

Deliveries of the Milan medium-
range anti-tank guided weapon are
said to be at an improved ‘though
worryingly slow’ rate and the com-
mittee says it hopes the Ministry of
Defence will continue further to
speed up delivery and will be able to
supply Milan to TAVR units with
key reinforcing roles ahead of some
Regular units in the United King-
dom. ‘

On the Spartan armoured per-
sonnel carrier the report says deliv-
ery has been lamentably slow — it is
only now beginning to reach oper-
ational units, more than three years
overdue.

Referring to the cancellation of
the RSB0 rocket system, the com-
mittee says the Major-General
Royal Artillery BAOR had ‘por-
trayed graphically’ the Warsaw Pact
superiority in barrels which in some
sectors reached five to one. The
heavy artillery batteries in Rhine
Army were equipped with the
175mm M107 whose performance
was not in doubt but whose numbers
had been described by a senior artil-
lery officer as ‘pitifully few’ com-
pared with the opposition faced.
Suspension of work on the RS80
project meant that any such equip-
ment would now have to be bought
from either Germany or the United
States, where work was continuing.
The report recommends the Minis-
try of Defence to closely monitor
developments in the two countries.

The continuing commitment to
Northern Ireland was undoubtedly
interfering with Army training in
Germany. But if deployments to
Northern Ireland became less fre-
quent, as was planned when the
Army got its extra 1900 men, there
would be a corresponding higher
demand for training in Germany.
‘We trust that this problem is being
anticipated and appropriate action
planned.’

On manpower and restructuring,
the report says it is clear that, taking
into account men away on leave,
training courses and in Northern Ire-
land, the number of troops on Rhine
Army strengths on any given day
must be well short of 55,000.

Trials carried out to validate the
restructuring plan had shown that
BAOR in its reorganised form was
seriously undermanned in
peacetime and the report recom-
mends that, at the very least, 1000
of the extra 1900 Army personnel
already approved should be
assigned to Germany. But this
should be only a start towards the
figure of 2500 which the committee
considers represents the shortfall.

The report also deals with morale
and personnel questions. It singles
out the question of excess baggage
costs, already highlighted in SOL-
DIER News. It concludes: ‘We
recommend that urgent attention
should be given to obtaining an
immediate and sensible solution to
this piece of stupidity.’

with your own design or illustration
printed on our
T-Shirts & Sweatershirts.

Unlike other firms who print shirts as
a sideline, we specialise solely in the
design, print and supply of superior

quality T-shirts and Sweatershirts.

Note these points:—

INEXPENSIVE

MINIMUM ORDER ONLY 20 SHIRTS Free
(PER DESIGN) Art
FAST SERVICE r
FULLY WASHABLE

IDEAL FUND RAISERS

ALL SIZES & COLOURS AVAILABLE
UP TO 6 COLOUR PRINTING

(NOT TRANSFERS)

Worldwide Suppliers to H.M. Forces

Service

DEE GEE T-SHIRTS
FREEPOST
27 YARMOUTH ROAD NORWICH NR7 OBR
Telephone: Norwich (0603) 32659/37029

Customers Typical Designs

Post today for FREE Dee Gee T-Shirts complete information brochure & price list.
NO STAMP NEEDED

I Name (MR[MRS|MISS)

I Address

\ U (CAPITAL LETTERS PLEASE)
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During his last few
busy weeks as
Adjutant-General,
General Sir Jack

Harman found time to
talk to me about mat-

ters on which I had
questioned him (see
SOLDIER News,
December 1977) and
to up-date me on how
things stood.

He reminded me that pay was
then the burning issue, and that
after much hard work, long and
involved negotiations, and a very
hard fight, we had got a better deal
than might have been anticipated.

“On the subject of pay, perhaps
the most important point is the
Government’s forward com-
mitment,” he said. “We now have a
guarantee that the Services will
return to full comparability by 1980
by pay awards on 1 April 1979 and
1 April 1980 which will not only pay
the balance due to the Services from
the 1978 pay award, in two roughly
equal stages, but will also be
updated to take account of the
increase in civilian earings between
now and then.

“The Government has stated that
the fully comparable rates of pay
will be introduced over the next two
years regardless of economic cir-
cumstances and regardless of the
provisions of any pay policy which
might be in operation over that
period.”

I asked the Adjutant-General
what was happening about baggage
allowance and local overseas allow-
ance for married servicewomen. He
said that both these urgent matters
were still being fought for but while
he was hopeful that the LOA for
married servicewomen would be
resolved fairly soon, he could not, to
his regret, be as optimistic on bag-
gage. He was clearly in no doubt of
the need for increased scales. How-
ever, he said there were some prob-
lems which were no nearer a satis-
factory solution, for example the
sale of surplus MOD houses to ser-
vicemen before being put on the
open market. “I feel most strongly
that servicemen should have priority
and I am looking for a satisfactory
answer as soon as possible.

“The assisted house purchase
scheme is in sight although there are
still a number of problem areas.”

He could not, as yet, commit him-
self to a firm date for its intro-
duction. “But, I hope that it will be
of help to a lot of people, par-
ticularly with the current problems
over council housing.”

Turning to the problem of
Department of Health and Social
Security benefits, I asked in
December about free school meals,
family income supplement, unem-
ployment benefit and sup-
plementary benefit — some of the
benefits Service families cannot
receive when they are overseas.
General Harman said the only areas
in which real progress had been
made were those of free school
meals and FIS, though in both cases
there were still a few hurdles to be
overcome.

“On free school meals for chil-
dren of servicemen in BAOR and
Belgium, at Service schools a system
will soon be introduced for families
in these two areas who would be
entitled to this benefit if they were
in UK.
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“Furthermore, ways and means
are now being examined to com-
pensate similarly entitled families
stationed in countries where there
are no facilities for school meals,
though this study is still very much
in its early stages.

*“As far as FIS is concerned, a new
system is shortly to be introduced
which will allow payment of the
equivalent of FIS to servicemen
stationed abroad who would have
had an entitlement to this benefit in
UK.” He said that the MOD had
been examining the reasons why the
other benefits could not be paid to
families overseas — the short ans-
wer was that changes in current
legislation were necessary. I asked
the General why we could not seek
a change in the relevant legislation.
he assured me that he was not con-

R
Ca

General Harman being interviewed
by Anne Armstrong.

tent to let the matter rest and that
discussions were taking place now to
fin a way to authorise the payment
of all relevant State benefits to Ser-
vice families overseas.

The Adjutant-General then went
on to tell me that recently MOD had
been successful in obtaining
approval to pay the two upper

ALLIN THE FAMILY |

WITH
ANNE ARMSTRONG

comparability by 1980’

—General Harman

increments to Ssafa social workers
in accordance with the National
Joint Council of Local Authorities.
He also told me that the points I had
raised in December about world-
wide kit insurance and medical
insurance would be taken into
account during the next review of
LOA.

He added that my request to find
some other term to replace the word
‘welfare’ in this connection had been
considered and it was felt that the
strength lay in the different interpre-
tations that could be put on it; the
narrow sense of the expression ‘on
the welfare’ was out of date.

They had considered using ‘Social
Service’ but that was too specific and
had too precise a meaning for local
authorities. Therefore he believed
that the title chosen, of ‘Families

Housing and Welfare Service,” was
the right one. As yet the final plans
for the provision of information
centres, fact sheets and com-
munication systems to the families
had not been completed; all this had
taken rather longer than he had
hoped originally. As soon as the
Eleans are announced, full details will

published in the Families Pages.

lllustrating exactly what the AG is
talking about on baggage
charges is this letter from a wife
in Cyprus . . .

Dear Anne, :

Many thanks for your interest
in my letter on excessive MFO
charges which we had to pay
when our crates arrived in Cy-
prus.

Now, after paying £144.51 only
last month, my husband has
been told that he has been pro-
moted to warrant officer on
posting to BAOR.

We are now faced with the fact
that we will have to sell or get rid
of 50 per cent of our belongings
to avoid getting another large bill
when we are in BAOR.,

Of course we are very pleased
at my husband’s promotion but
it's a very expensive one.

Don’t forget
this form

Make sure you do not lose your
voting rights in 1979. Fill in F/
Vote34(Revised 1977). Official
paid envelopes are attached to the
card. Leaflet F/Vote/656 gives guid-
ance on how to complete the form.




Wives now
eligible,
says DHSS

Wives who pay full British
national insurance when they
are abroad and work for a
UK employer may now be
eligible for unemployment
benefit when they return to
this country.

This follows protests that
Service wives returning from
abroad were treated ‘just the
same as aliens’ (SOLDIER
News, February 1978).

The CF(N)982 A form, a general
questionnaire issued to anyone
claiming unemployment benefit
after being in an EEC country, has
now been amended by the Depart-
ment of Health and Social Security.
When you return to UK, apply for
benefit on form UB 461; in the
space where it says name and
address of employer, put the UK
address of the employer. For exam-
ple, if you worked for Naafi overseas
the address is Naafi, Personnel Dept
(PD/Admin/R), Upper College
Street, Nottingham, NG1 5EU.

But if you then receive a further
form (CF(N)982 A), you need com-
plete only question one (parts one
and two) and question nine. Those
of you with experience of this form
will remember that previously there
were no fewer than 19 probing
questions to be answered.

However, there are exceptions. If
you come from Berlin you will have
been paying German contributions
even although you may have worked
for a British employer (this applies
to anyone employed outside Rhine
Army but within the EEC). If you
fall into these categories then you
will have to complete the whole of
CF(N)982 A. It will also save a lot
of time if your form E 301 (the
foreign insurance card) is attached
to it.

But remember the golden rule.
Always apply for benefit even if you
are in doubt whether you are elig-
ible. Better safe than skint!

Youngsters in a school sitting-room

School with no teuchers

The Royal Soldiers’
Daughters School at Hamp-
stead in London is a school
with a difference — because

no teaching is done there.

The school is now just a boarding
house for 135 girls and their edu-
cational needs are catered for in
selected schools nearby. But the
school has certainly moved with the
times. The old Victorian building
was replaced in 1969 and now offers
games rooms, a TV room and lots of
space to move about in, as well as a
superb view over London.

The girls, whose ages range from
five to 18, make the school their
home during term time. Each morn-
ing sees a mass exodus as they leave
for their various schools, be they
secondary, primary, or even, for
some of the girls, the Royal Ballet
School.

Headmistress Mrs Patricia Sibley
explained that after-school and
weekend activities take up much of
the girls’ time. As well as homework
there are music, singing and dancing
lessons plus special coaching in any
school subject where the girls may
need extra help.

“Brownies, Guides, a variety of
sports and many community pro-
jects are available, and if a girl wants
to learn a particular skill or craft we
can always find the necessary
teachers,” said Mrs Sibley.

“Academic successes are many,”’
added Colonel John Palmer, sec-
retary of the school. “For those who
wish to stay on and take A levels we
have a student group, and they are
treated as such. For instance, Susan
Gregory (pictured), one of our
group, has achieved great success
with the Royal Ballet School and
her sister hopes to follow her.

Younger girls are in two-bedded
cubicles, moving to small rooms,
each with three girls, during sec-
ondary school age. The prefects
have their own single rooms.

The emphasis originally was on
orphaned girls, but this has changed
over the years and the school now
aims to provide a guarantee of an
uninterrupted education for the
daughters of serving soldiers, but
priority is still given to daughters of
soldiers who died while still serving,
or whose homes have broken up.

For more information write to
Secretary, The Royal Soldiers’
Daughters School, 65 Rosslyn Hill,
London, NW3 5UD.

Claim changed

The ruling that wives on official
welfare work such as visiting
families have to clock up 45 miles
before submitting a claim for motor
mileage allowance has been changed
by the Ministry of Defence. Now

payment can start immediately,
bringing the Services into line with
other welfare organisations.

Surplus sale

Surplus single lot sales of MOD
furniture are to be held on Thursday
12 October at Cavalry Barracks,
Redford, Edinburgh, Wednesday 18
October at the Ordnance Support
Unit, Liphook, and Wednesday 25
October at the RAOC Depot,
Morton-in-Lugg, Hereford.

Curtains

The presentations at which more
than 500 wives saw the new prop-
osed range of curtains proved very
successful and resulted in the final
choice of 33 designs. However, half
of the wives who attended agreed
that a change from the gingham
checks and stripes was needed. The
Property Services Agency will
shortly be looking at floral patterns
to replace the gingham.
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Choosing the right career in Civvy
Street can be a task. That's why it's
good to know the terrific
opportunities open for you at
Windscale & Calder, working for
British Nuclear Fuels Limited. You'll
have a secure job in one of
Britain’s most picturesque
locations—the Cumbrian Coastline,
half an hour's drive from the Lake
District.

(Physical & Electronic)

Required for a wide range of
work covering the
maintenance of flow, level and
pressure measuring
instruments, electronic and
nucleonic instruments, and
complex pneumatic and
electronic control systems and
computers.

Cing Out?

HERE'S GENUINE OB SECURITY FOR YOU

WE NOW HAVE VACANCIES FOR MEN & WOMEN AS:-

INSTRUMENT MECHANICS

External Education Concessions

Write now for an application form guoting Ref SEF 30A to the
Recruitment Officer.

BRITISH NUCLEAR FUELS LTD

Windscale and Calder Works, Sellafield, Nr. Seascale, Cumbria.

Morcott Hall Boarding School for Girls

—— 'I' oS f'

The School is fully
tion and

separate

Junior Sche
approved C

A satisfying, varied career with
unrivalled opportunities for out-
door activities and a terrific social 3 s.

life. Apply—The Secretary Morcott Hall School Nr Uppingham Rutland
So, if you are due to leave the
Service in the next couple of

months, contact us today. Don't
hesitate. Find out the details. Make
a fresh start — Move up to
Windscale.

BLAZER BADGES

Wire or silk, any design

CLUB TIES

WOVEN OR PRINTED

WALL PLAQUES

Prices from £5.25
Packing and postage to U.K. address 25p extra
Send S.A.E. for illustrated brochure

GREENBURGH (Gosport) LTD.

47, HIGH STREET, GOSPORT, HANTS. Tel. 81804.

Approximately £70 per 40 hour,
5 day week. Additonal allow-
ances are payable in certain
circumstances and, although
not guaranteed, overtime

is worked in many areas.

Good holidays Assisted Travel

Housing at Economical Rates
Hostel Accommodation

from the day you start.

clerical.

information.

well over

That’s what you can expect to earn as an officer,
in the Northern Ireland Prison Service, right §

Of course money isn't everything (although it
helps!). The job is varied, interesting,
responsible and worthwhile. There are
opportunities for promotion, and you can train in
one of the specialist branches of the service, for
example, catering, nursing, dog handling or

You get a good leave allowance, sick pay,
pension scheme, a free uniform and, probably
most important of all, job security.

Make a better future for yourself NOW by joining
the Northern Ireland Prison Service. Take the
first step, fill in and post the coupon for further

NORTHERN IRELAND (
PRISON SERVICE Y

To: Prison Staffing Officer,
Dundonald House,

Upper Newtownards Road,
Belfast BT4 3SU.

To apply you need to be in good
hea(th, between 21 and 45, 5' 7"
or over.

Please send me further information
and an application form.

Name

Age

Address

SM
ZEBEPERAREE
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Royal Electrical and Mechan-
ical Engineers Lance-
Corporal Tony Woodall is
the only soldier in the team
selected to represent Britain
in the world championships
of modern pentathlon in
Sweden.

Tony Woodall joins the august
company of Danny Nightingale and
Adrian Parker — current Olympic
gold medal holders — and Nigel
Clark.

But the Army is represented
behind the scenes at the cham-
pionships with another Olympic
gold medallist, Captain Jim Fox,
managing the Great Britain junior
team and Staff-Sergeant Peter
Younger coaching the ladies team.

Rising star Tony Woodall's Great
Britain selection crowns his success
in the Army individual cham-
pionship which he won with 5230
points. He was joined by Corporal P
Whiteside and Craftsman K
Chesham in the REME team which
won the Army inter-unit team
championship with 14,586 points.
Second was the Royal Military Col-
lege of Science team with 10,109.

The intermediate individual
champion was Lieutenant D Burns,
of the Royal Military College of
Science team, and the junior title
went to Trooper T M Haddon, of

s On the winning road

- Ll

Cooks collect pots’

Celebrating their most successful season ever are members of the shooting : 3
team of the Training Battalion and Depot, Army Catering Corps, who lifted fl::;;i g‘lu%‘ein:{e%‘;lﬁ(?:::t;fhﬁum
no fewer than 30 trophies. The crackshot cooks numbered among their The duo, from the British Army
successes first place for minor units in the South East District meeting as well Motoring :\ssocialion (North), also
as the individual rifle championship. They then set an ACC record by coming [ FRFSTETINGY CRITFTRSNG s @ i RL T
fifth out of 38 minor units at the Regular Army Skill-at-Arms meeting as well I FjPssup R ps Trophy for coming
as winning the long-range and short-range target rifle matches (the first time [ PSSR oA R R o T B
;I‘w same team has won these at one meeting). And in the National Ril}}c The car won its class, the Apple-
' £ i ssociation meeting they won more awards than ever before, including the K leadin:
13;1:231(]?;:13}])1]93;1; ?Sst:lr?.dommated ‘Advancing Man’ team trophy. Team is (left to right): Warrant Officer 2 g:rgicgzl::s{’o:?ﬁf‘:ﬁt;hei e:triesg;
b tha R 't"}h A P T mopne Frank Tucker (master coach), Warrant Officer 2 Mark McCulloch, Corporal [ FRRSRFRETING SERTRRY PRSP PLIT S
it LU Ll Eddie Middle, Sergeant Mick Turner, Major Tony Monk, eant Lloyd !

internationally, the inter-Service Worrall and Corporal ‘Mac’® MacNeil.
team championship went to the

Army team with 14,903 points. The
Royal Navy was second with 13,065
and the RAF third with 9113.

But a shock result in the inter-
Services individual event gave T
Kenealy of the Navy the title, beat-
ing Woodall into second place with
5187 to the REME lad’s 5073.

Mixed unit
steps out

HQ NORTHAG/HQ TWOATAF
Transport Company, which has a
‘training partnership’ with 7 Com-
pany of 10 Training Battalion of the
West German Army, has completed
a 600-kilometre march from Fahl in
the Black Forest to Rheindahlen.

The march, which took seven
days, was done in relays by men of
both the Transport Company and 7
Company, each man marching 25
kilometres a day.

One of the most successful Army
cars on the rallying scene, driven by
Lieutenant-Colonel J Hemsley and
navigated by Staff-Sergeant Joe
Minto, has won the Ecurie team

Sticky wicket

The Army cricket XI has found itself
on a sticky wicket of late with only
one win and one draw in seven.
matches.

The match against RMA Sand-
hurst ended in a draw with the Army
227 for six declared and 191 for one
declared and Sandhurst 223 for
seven declared and 129 for three
declared. Kent 2nd XI beat the
Army by 200 for seven declared and
176 for three declared against 150
for five and 150.

The National Fire Service XI pro-
vided the Army with its lone win
when they were beaten 200 for nine
against 139. But ill fortune returned
in the match against the Free For-
esters XI which was lost 190 for four
declared and 135 for five against the
Army's 215 for six declared and
109.

NEWS 17



Ouch! Down she goes

Brahma bulls, bucking broncos and working hunters all had
their place at this year’s Rhine Army Summer Show. Stetsons
mingled with bowlers and Robin Hood hats vied with polo
topees. The great strength of the show is its variety of events,

people and interest.

The organisers are always alert
for new attractions and innovations
however large or small. This year's
Rodeo-USA attracted capacity
audiences to each performance
without detracting from the more
formal feats of horsemanship in the
three show-rings. Here again the
show does not stand still and the
main ring sported a water jump for
the first time at Lippspringe. All the
jumping courses were cleverly con-
structed and designed to bring out
the best in both horses and nders.
The fences were clean, attractive
and inviting and spectators were asa
result able to enjoy exciting com-
petitions in all classes

The star of the show was Black
Chief, owned by the Household
Cavalry and ridden by Corporal-
of-Horse Magregor of The Blues
and Royals. which won the Dunbhill
Trophy for the combined competi-
tion in wonderful style. The final
round of the Dunhill BAOR jump-
ing championship was won by
Second-Lieutenant Adrian Ffooks,
of 4th/7th Royal Dragoon Guards,
on his own horse High Knowes with
some magnificent jumping as the
weather darkened and the rain
started.

The girls in the Miss BAOR com-

petition had fought their way
through regional and garrison heats
to be on the catwalk at Bad
Lippspringe and the finals were
watched by one of the largest
crowds of the show. Jim Luxton, of
BFBS television, introduced the
competitors. The judges finally
selected a worthy title holder in
Lindy Spinks, of Dusseldorf.

Polo was another great attraction
and the German national team
gained revenge by five goals to four
over the Rhine Army Polo Associa-
tion team. Last year was the first
time a German national team had
taken the field since 1936. Rhine
Army won the B match and lost the
A match, but both were hard-fought
games.

Other attractions were archery,
parachuting, dog shows, driving
competitions, dog racing, horse
shoeing, military band displays,
trade stands and tug-of-war.

Above: One of this year’s star attrac-
tions was the American Rodeo.
WRAC Captain Linda Cowley from
Bielefeld, who did extremely well in
the formal show jumping, tried her
hand at bronce-busting. Her brave
effort lasted as long as many of the
150 cowboys who took part.

Army

The Royal Navy beat the Army by
the narrowest of margins in the
inter-Service junior swimming and
water polo championships.

Just one point separated the two
teams in the swimming events with
the Navy scoring 69 to the Army’s
68. The water polo match ended
with an 8-8 draw but the Navy
squeezed ahead in the diving with
11 points to the Army's nine.

Army Apprentices College Chep-
stow emerged champions in. the
junior inter-unit team swimming
championships with 102 points,
Second was AAC Harrogate with

Divers in
colour tests

Divers from 6 Field Force Sub-Aqua
Club have been taking part in exper-
iments on colour vision underwater,
off Guernsey.

The experiments were carried out
by a member of Stirling University,
Paul Emmerson (pictured), but
were marred by poor visibility
caused by poor weather and spring
tides.

The expedition’s main aim was to
introduce the club’s novice divers to
open water while giving the sea-
soned men experience from diving
from an open boat. A variety of
dives, including drift and night
work, was carried out but an
attempt to find a wreck was
thwarted by strong currents which
carried the divers on an unwanted
drift dive across a sea bed thickly
littered with dead seashells.

The expedition boosted diver and
local fishermen relations when the
team freed the propellers of two
fishing boats and recovered lobster
pots.

all at sea

764 and third Infantry Junior Lead-
ers Battalion with 73.

The minor units title went to the
Royal Army Medical Corps
Apprentices College with 22 points;
second, Junior Parachute Companv
(14) and third W (Junior Soldiers)
Company, Depot The King's Divi-
sion (11).

Chepstow also carried off the
water polo crown, beating Junior
Leaders Regiment, Roval Artillery,
by a sweeping 19-0.

Junior Leader A Ruffley of the
IJLB won the one-metre spring-
board diving event,

¢ i ‘?t &,g.

Liverpool L2 8T

Make your last year at school interesting, exciting and productive

Complete your academic studies in a residential school set in 20 acres of beautiful surroundings on the Menai Straits.
Courses to GCE and CSE level in Mathematics, English, English Literature, Science, Technical Drawing and Scripture

in classes averaging 20 boys. Training is also given in theoretical and practical seamanship including boatwork in our

own boats on the Straits. All boys undertake an Engineering Familiarisation Course and are encouraged to participate ¢
in the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme.

Most boys proceed to the Royal Navy or the Merchant Navy but the development of character and self-reliance at

INDEFATIGABLE is equally suited to life ashore. A year at INDEFATIGABLE entitles a boy to six months remission of
sea service towards the various Merchant Navy certificates.
Boys of good character and health may enrol at age 14 years for entry between 15 and 15} years of age.

Write for Brochure and Application Form to:—

The Registrar (Dept SP13)

INDEFATIGABLE

Room 22,0Oriel CBambers .14 Water Street,

Founded 1864
{Patron HRH The Duke of Edinburgh)

Recognised by, and in receipt of a grant from,
The Welsh Educatian Office
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Goring Hall

Independent Grammar School
\ "

BADGES, PLAQUES AND TIES

We make only the best BLAZER BADGES in fine wires and silks, attractive WALL

PLAQUES and CAR BADGES, from £5.25 each, post paid. Regimental TIES frormn £2.40

Lr—f(rylnga (Fl{.:%il’lash £2.90), silk reppe from £3.80; striped designs. Please add VAT for
orders .

Send S.A.E. for Services price list
D. J. PARKINSON H.M. Services Hand Embroiderers

(Dept. S) 124, VALLEY DRIVE, BRIGHTON BNS 5FF, SUSSEX.
Callers: 157 Albert Rd., Brighton 1. Phone 27180 (a.m. only)

 Boarding and Day School for Boys ages 9-18, &
i‘;mili?mhoom a happy atmr)a:I?ere set in 14 acres atthe seaside. Small forms

- of 16-students. We offer 13 "0’ level and 8 "A’ level GCE subjects. Normal games
plus judo, swimming, fencing and tennis by qualified coaches. Good careers

n.
Pros;nctus from: The Principal, Goring Hall School, Goring By Sea, Sussex.
Telephone: Worthing 41587,

Roses by Post

Say thank-you — happy birthday or anniversary — well done
— love you — or just because . with a bunch of beautiful
roses. We send by Ist class Air Mail to the UK. daily. 10} fresh
cut roses £3.50, 15 for £4.50 inc. P. & P., VAT & Chrysal
Cheque/P.O. to Roses by Post, P.O. Box 190, Rue des
Marettes, Guernsey. Tel: (IMR1) 38062,

(£1.40 extra for Europe)

GOING OVERSEAS?

WHY NOT TAKE A NEW

@ Lotus MaZDa
TAX FREE

Just fill in the coupon below, post it
to us and we’ll send you full details
by return.

THORNLOW SCHOOL

Buxton Road, Weymouth, Dorset.

JUNIOR AND SENIOR SCHOOLS

Recognised by The Department of Education and Science.

An efficient boys’ independent school for day and boarding pupils on the Dorset coast.
Junior School from 5 (boarding from 7) and Senior School from 11 to 17. Pupils must
satisfy entrance requirement standard. Very good results at G.C.E. Modern classrooms
plus carpenters’ shop, library, well-equipped science laboratory and large gymnasium
There are seven acres of grounds and sportsfields affording good facilities for Soccer,
Hockey, Cricket and Athletics, also a 25 metre covered heated swimming pool. There is a
cross-country club, a fencing club with a first class coach and a sailing club owning its own
boats.

Prospectus from Secretary. (Tel: Weymouth 2977).

WYCH CROSS MOTORS LT

TELEPHONE
034-282 3864

PRIORY COLLEGE, STAMFORD,
LINCS

(administered by Priory Educational Trust)

Independent co-educational school for boys and girls from 11 years
upwards. Day Pupils and boarders. Recognised by the Department of
Education and Science. The discipline is “kindly but firm.”” Readily
accessible from London. Separately administered Preparatory
Department (4-11 years). A number of scholarships offering reduced
fees are available to children of members of Her Majesty’s Forces.
Prospectus obrainable from the Headmaster. Tel.: Stamford (0780) 3140.

St. John's College

BADGE COLLECTOR

[

BROWN & SON

Ministry release of

REMOVALS grzjedfed :J:!tern cap oy
STO RAG E afn::a:ati:n of semaras o conny
SHIPPING Gloucester and Hampshire

Regiment, complete your collection
with this unusual and limited item.
Ancodised £1.95 plus SAE overseas
customers please add 25 pence.

SPECIALISTS IN GOOD
QUALITY GOVT. SURPLUS

Clothing — Badges — Sleeping Bags -
Denims — Footwear — Webbing and
Equipment

# Henry Du Bora

18-20 Wellington St.,
Aldershot.
Tel: Aldershot 22668

Regular journies to
and from Belgium,
Holland and
W. Germany

13/17 Bainton Road
OXFORD

Tel. 57386 or 50557

SAE WITH ENQUIRIES PLEASE

SUPER 8 HOME MOVIES

gt Here's your
A'NP NOW o once to see

R."k

Your move carried out speedily, and
professionally, by Britain’s largest and
most experienced removers, Storage
too at our Gutersloh (BAOR) branch,
and at our170 branches in the UK.

STAR WARS — our film of the
month plus The Deep, Cat Ballou,
Tora Tora Tora and 100s of others.

Send 50p for catalogues. COMING
SOON — CLOSE NTERS.

Access/Barclaycard welcome — just Please send mcm\'nurfrcc Home Moving

quote account number. P 1 2
WE EXPORT WORLD-WIDE. Guide;[Jvour free brochure on moving
’ between Great Britain and Germany.
MAILMASTER FILMS
IDept. S). Name.
69, Long Lane, London EC1A 9EJ.
Address.

CONVENT OF JESUS AND MARY

THORNTON, MILTON KEYNES, MK17 O0HJ

TELEPHONE: BUCKINGHAM 2610

An independent Day and Boarding School for girls which is recognised as efficient by the Department of
Education and Science. Pupils are accepted from the age of seven and follow a wide curriculum. Classes are small
and excellent examination results are achieved in the Oxford General Certificate of Education. Great importance

is attached to games for which there are first class facilities. As well as offering
»studies, the school aims at providing a homely but disciplined environment

development of character. The grounds extend to thirty acres and include five acres of kitchen gardens which
produce home grown fruit and vegetables in season. Special facilities for Service children.

S/978

REMOVALS LTD.

Post to: Head Office, 400 Gr. Cambridge Rd,,
Enfield, Middx. EN1 3RZ
OR Tel: Gitersloh (05241) 38024

a complete and balanced course of
and places great emphasis on the
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Even whales didn’

Rifleman Santabahadur, of 2nd Battalion, 2nd King
Edward VII’s Own Gurkha Rifles’ rifle team (this year’s
Regular Army skill-at-arms meeting champions), is
chaired from Century Range, Bisley, after winning the
Queen’s Medal for the best shot in the Regular Army.

In all, Rifleman Santabahadur won seven trophies
after leading throughout the qualifying stages of the
championships for which there were 720 qualifiers. Last
year, Rifleman Santabahadur came 31st in the Army
100.

The 2nd Armoured Division
Transport Regiment, Royal
Corps of Transport, after
winning the best team prize
in the BAOR championships
last year, completed a hat-
trick by winning the RAF
Bruggen trial, the 16 Signal
Regiment trial and finally the
British Army championship
at Catterick.

The Army championship is held
bi-annually and is open to all Regu-
lar, TAVR and Royal Marine units
as well as an invited team from the
Swedish Army. Standard issue
BSA B40 machines are used.

This event, a two-day affair, was
held on the Yorkshire moors over a
difficult course made hard by lack of
rain. More than 200 riders started
the first day with a gruelling four
laps which included ten very difficult
sections, and which was repeated in
the afternoon but with the time
allowed reduced. At the end of the
first day the entry was reduced by
approximately half, mainly due to
punctures and chain breakages.

The second day was guaranteed
to sort the men from the boys with a
time-and-observation circuit of four
laps cross-country in a time of 2%
hours. This proved a very tight limit
and in fact eliminated riders who
could not keep to schedule.

On the afternoon of the second
day, everything depended on the
timed cross-country circuit. This
proved too tough a time schedule,
and after four laps two more teams
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Armoured riders the tops
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MOTOR CYCLE
CHAMPIONS

were eliminated. This left the
Armoured Division team, with 10
Regiment RCT trailing on points.
So another spectacular success was
achieved by the highly successful
Armoured Division team of War-
rant Officer 2 John Nightingale,
rider-manager (centre), Corporal
Gwyn Barraclough, and Lance-
Corporal Karl Werner. | .
These finished clear cut winners
of the Army Championships win-

- St
ning the handsome Gort trophy.

Before the Army championships
two of the team won awards in the
International Welsh two-day trial.
Corporal Barraclough won a gold
riding an Austrian machine, and
Corporal Werner a silver on an
Italian “Villa’ machine.

Both riders have been picked to
represent the British' Army at the
International six-day trial in Swe-
den.

stop Alan

Sergeant Alan Toone, of The Para-
chute Regiment, survived collisions
with a whale and a large ship as well
as tropical storms and in set-
ting a new record of 98 days, includ-
ing stops, for a double crossing of the
Atlantic in a small yacht.

Alan, a 30-year-old married man
with two children, based at the
Army Careers Information Office in
Portsmouth, set sail from Plymouth
in April in a 21-foot yacht, Cor-
ribee. His first leg of 1750 miles to
Las Palmas in the Canaries took 17
days, which included five days of
bad weather in the Bay of Biscay.
The rigging was damaged and had to
be repaired in the Canaries.

The Atlantic crossing from the
Canaries to Antigua took 27 days
for 2900 miles. But ten days out
from the Caribbean island his self-
steering gear was smashed by a
whale.

Alan takes up the story: “I woke
up and found myself literally on a
whale’s back. It was early in the

momming and there was an enormous
crash and I rose up out of the water.
I thought I had got away with it but
then there was another crash. A
two-inch piece of stainless steel on
the self-steering gear had been
sheared off and %rom then on I had
to helm for 20 hours a day for the
next eight or nine days.”

When Alan arrived in Antigua
the local authorities took one look
at his exhausted condition, blistered
face and body covered with salt
water sores and wanted to detain
him in hospital. But he insisted on
continuing and after the boat had
been fitted with spares flown out
from England he set sail on the
homeward journey.

Soon he was in trouble again.
About two days out he ran into a
tropical depression with 65-mile-
an-hour gusts of wind and waves
which were sometimes bigger than
the boat. On one occasion the Cor-
ribee was thrown from the top of a
wave straight through the air into
the water. “I thought the yacht was
going to be smashed to pieces but
incredibly it stayed together,” said
Alan,

Then early one morning some
form of sixth sense woke Alan and
warned him of pending danger. He
looked up and saw a ship about 50
Kards away in the darkness and

eading straight for him.

“I thought my moment had come.
I frantically tried to get out of my
bunk, grapped the self-steering lines
to free them and pushed the tiller
over. The ship was about 180 feet
long and I went up its bow wave,
scraping along its side. And they
never even saw me.”

But the journey was not all hairy
incidents. During a calm near Ber-
muda he went over the side and
swam with a school of 50 dolphins.



WHEREVER
YOU ARE,
MAKE SURE
YOU CAN
VOIE.

If you are a member of
the Armed Forces,
or the wife or husband
of a member of the Armed Forces,
you can only vote if you
are registered as a service voter.

nce registered as a Service for the area in which you wish to
Voter you do not need to register as soon as possible.
register againforaslongas you It must be signed and dated by
(or your husband or wife) remain  10th October (15th September for
inthe Armed Forces. Northern Ireland Constituencies)
You will also be sure of your if your name is to be included on
vote wherever you may be living. next year’s register.
But did you register last year? You should receive your
Registration forms will be registration forms by the beginning
distributed to you during August.  of September. If you do not, they
If you did not register last year, can be obtained from Service Units
complete the form and send itto  or, in case of difficulty, from your
the Electoral Registration Officer  local Electoral Registration Officer.

Its your voteXdon’t loseit!

Issued by the Home Office.
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“Carr

on serving,

Bottlesworth!”

UNIGATE ARE RECRUITING

Make the smart move now you're due to
leave the Army. Unigate needs men and
women in the service that never fails to
deliver to the nation. Join our friendly force
of Milk Salesmen and be certain of a secure,
rewarding future.

With your training in dependability and
initiative you'll do well in a job you organise
on your own. You'll enjoy being outdoors,
getting around to meet people. And we
reckon you'll find your earnings well
worthwhile. On top of good basic pay you

MILK SALESMEN

can make all the extra you want from
commission on sales of Unigate products,
including butter, cream and yoghurts.

Think what you’ll be coming out to? An
essential role with real prospects of
promotion, first class benefits, and a genuine
welcome from your customers.

Don’t wait for your discharge papers. If
you're fit as a fiddle with an ordinary driving
licence, get the details now. Phone 01-639
8941 or write to: Fred Pullin, Unigate,

84 Endwell Road, Brockley, SE4 2NB.

Right turn? Quick marchto
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Military Museums: 67

THE
ROYAL ARTILLERY

FROM THE GUNS of the Rotunda (Mili-
tary Museums, August), what better than to
visit the nearby regimental museum of the
Royal Artillery where the emphasis is more
on the gunners themselves and the world-
wide campaigns they fought in.

This museum is divided into three main
rooms. The first deals with the Royal Regi-
ment’s history up to the Crimean War, the
second covers the Afghan and Zulu wars,
the Egyptian campaign, Boer War and
World War One, while the last room is
devoted to World War Two. Spacious
alcoves concentrate on the Peninsular War,
the Royal Horse Artillery, harness, and
animals associated with the gunners such as
horses and mules, camels and elephants.

The regimental story of the RA starts on
26 May 1716 when George I issued a Royal
Warrant, a facsimile of which is well dis-
played, authorising the raising of two per-
manent companies of artillery to be
stationed at Woolwich. Souvenirs of those
early days are highlighted by an original
drawing of the siege of Louisberg in 1756 by
Thomas Davies, relics of the American War
of Independence, a diorama of the battle of
Minden and a series of pictures of 24-
pounders mounted on the Rock of Gibraltar.

Artillery uniforms of 1816, a Royal Horse
Artillery helmet worn at Waterloo, Captain
(later General) Thomas Mercer’s Waterloo
diaries and a picture of Wellington review-
ing troops on Woolwich Common are among
reminders of the Wellingtonian period. An
Indian section features the Mutiny and there
are some splendid uniforms in excellent
condition of the Bombay Artillery, Bengal
Artillery and Madras Artillery.

An interesting series of pictures by Gerald
Campion, a gifted painter and drawing mas-
ter at the Royal Military Academy from 1841
- to 1870, depicts scenes such as guns fording
a river or horses being slung aboard ship for
the Crimea. The Crimean War itself is
recalled by pictures and a variety of items,
among them a Russian bugle.

Unfortunately, only part of the unrivalled
Campbell collection of artillery helmet
plates, badges and buttons can be shown
because of lack of space, but this will be
remedied when the museum is installed in
larger premises in the early 1980s. A case of
miscellaneous exhibits includes a gunner
officer’s shako of 1846-56, an 1850 Royal
Military Academy cadet’s pill-box cap, a

Woolwich Garrison order book of 1822, a
* bandsman’s helmet and tunic at the turn of

the century, and sidedrums of the RA
mounted band.

The RHA alcove illustrates landmarks in
the regiment’s history from its formation in
1793 to modern times while nearby are relics
of the Zulu wars and many other conflicts
the world over. A limber wheel from a gun
of 66 Battery, captured by the Boers and
later recovered at Colenso, an action which
won the gunners seven Victoria Crosses;
General Botha’s personal flag and sash; and
a bugle carried by Gunner W Horn, said to
be the first man to be killed in the Boer War,
are among several reminders of the war in
the Cape. Another corner of the museum is
devoted to the Volunteer Artillery, the name
given to the 35 corps raised in 1859 which
were the forerunners of the Territorial
Army.

Moving on to World War One, life on the
Western Front is vividly depicted by a series
of sketches by Captain ] Walford while six
original drawings by Matania help to com-
plete the scene. A realistic model of an
observation post and a set of barrage maps
are other reminders of this conflict.

A third room is devoted to World War
Two and afterwards with a diorama of the
battle of Cassino and souvenirs of the Burma
campaign, while North Africa and other
bartle zones are prominently displayed. The
wartime Maritime RA (1941-46), formed to
man the guns of Merchant Navy ships, and
other specialist gunner formations, are also
remembered while another case illustrates
the development of anti-aircraft guns from
the days of improvisation to the AA guns
which played a vital part in World War
Two. Bringing the whole display up-to-date
are models of Thunderbird and Corporal

missiles. ]ohn Jesse
Curator: Brigadier R | Lewendon
(Retd)
Address: Royal Artillery Regimental
Museum
Old Military Academy
Woolwich Common
London SE18
Telephone:  01-854 2424 (ext 384)

Open: Monday to Friday 1000 to 1230

and 1400 to 1600

Public holidays

and weekends

Admission: Free

To get there: Trains to Woolwich Arsenal
from Waterloo, Charing Cross,
London Bridge, then bus to
Woolwich Common.

Closed:

Next month: Queen Alexandra’s Royal Army Nursing Corps

UK ATOMIC ENERGY

AUTHORITY CONSTABULARY

We have vacancies for

CONSTABLES

AT ESTABLISHMENTS IN
England & Scotland

Age normally: 19 to 35 years*
Minimum Height: 5" 7' (men)

5" 4" (women) 3

Pay Scale: £2970-£4195 pa
Opportunity for Overtime

Good promotion prospects

Free Housing or Rent Allowance
40 Hour Week

Contributory Pension Scheme

*(applicants over this age with
recent service in HM Forces may
be accepted at the Chief
Constable’s discretion.)

For further information write to:

The Chief Constable
UKAEA Constabulary
Building 1

AERE Harwell

Didcot, Oxon 0X11 ORA

BMUJ
TAX FREE
CENTRE

Do you qualify for tax free concessions
on a new BMW car or motorcycle?

Here. atour Park Lane showrooms, you'll find expert
advice and the full BMW range for your leisured
inspection and test drives. We keep formalities to a
minimum and place the emphasis on courtesy and
service. Ask us to deliver vour chosen BMW any-
where in the world: itshall be done. Nominate U.5.A.,
Ausfralian or any other national specification: you
shall have it Naturally vou can select left or right
hand drive and there’s a full 12 months unlimited
mileage warranty on all models. Before you go
abroad, and whether you're a British national or
overseas resident, a visitor to Britain, a member of
NATO or the Diplomatic Corps., make BMW Park
Lane vour first port of call.

Consult the specialists at Europe’s finest BMW Centre.

01-629 9277

Address.

Tel No: Home ~_Office:

Iaminterestedin LHD[J RHD[]

Oty el

BMW Caoncessionaires GB Lid., 87
Export Division, Tourist, NATO & DiplomaticSales
56 Park Lane. W.1. Telex 261360




A FIRST CLASS TRAINING FOR
EX-SERVICE MEN & WOMEN IN

SERVICE STATION

MANAGEMENT

EWTOP SALARY @ GENEROUS BONUSES B PENSION SCHEME | PROMOTION
PROSPECTS B PLUS OTHER FRINGE BENEFITS ll COMPANY CAR (if you work
in London or the Home Counties after 6 months as a Manager)

HERON is young. It's growing fast. It's well established and already sets the pace

other petrol retailers must follow.

With 170 service stations in operation and a further hundred planned, we are looking
for ambitious determined men and women, aged 21-40. Education and previous

experience do not matter.

For a secure job in your area, with a good future, ring or write to :

Training Manager, (Dept SOL)

HERON

HERON SERVICE STATIONS LIMITED

Training Centre, 163/175 Shoreditch High Street, Shoreditch, London E1 6HU. Tel: 01-729 2321

:

MILITARY BOOKS

THE THIRD WORLD WAR AUGUST 1985

by General Sir John Hackett. The author, one of Britain’s leading
military thinkers, has constructed a gripping narrative account, based
on his own military knowledge, of a hypothetical world conflict. He
describes both bauses and aftermath, tells how the war was fought on
land, sea, air, and in space, and covers the weapons used. The
devastating effects of nuclear attacks on Birmingham and Minsk are
described with frightening reality. A book to cause both controversy
and concern. £7.95

ARMY, NAVY AND AIRFORCE UNIFORMS OF THE
WARSAW PACT

by Friedrich Wiener. Just released, this is the most up to date work on
the subject, covering the uniforms (both combat and parade order) of
the USSR, Poland, Czechoslavakia, East Germany, Hungary, Bulgaria,
Romania and Yugoslavia. 650 illustrations including 270 in full col-
our. £4.95

JANES WORLD ARMOURED FIGHTING VEHICLES

edited by C. F. Foss. The most comprehensive English Language work
on modern AFVs covering all known types, including main battle
tanks, light tanks, recce vehicles, armoured cars, I'S’. vehicles,
A.P.C.s’ S.P. guns, engineer and support vehicles. Includes vehicles
still in development stage. 480 photographs support the detailed
specification charts and development histories. £7.95

PANZER GRENADIERS

by James Lucas and Matthew Cooper. In this new study of Hitler’s
celebrated mechanised infantry, the authors examine the development
of Panzer Grenadiers, the role they played in Blitzkrieg Warfare, their

Postage Instructions

When ordering please enclose CASH WITH ORDER adding 10% to cover postage; orders over £10~
are post free (BF PO orders are same rate as UK). Allow 2 weeks delivery or shightly longer for
overseas

Or send 9p stamp for our full list of military, naval, aviation and wargaming book (list free with
order). Cheques and Postal orders should be made payable to *Vanguard Books’

organisation weaponry, armour and equipment, and illustrate their
study with examples of leading PZ units in action. Action photographs
throughout plus thumbnail sketches of all PZ units, both SS and
Army. £5.50

NAPOLEON’S CAMPAIGNS IN MINIATURE

by Bruce Quarrie. In this guide to Napoleonic wargaming, the editor of
‘Airfix Magazine’ provides a guide to suitable figures, a chronology of
the Napoleonic Wars, the organisation and tactics of the participating
armies, the major battles of the period, campaigning, seigecraft, and a
revised set of his widely used rules. Illustrated with maps, line
drawings, and charts. £4.95

THE WAGES OF WAR — THE LIFE OF A MODERN
MERCENARY

by John Banks. Having once typecast a man, the British Press are never
overanxious to revise their opinion. As a result, John Banks is labelled
as a cold blooded recruiter of mercenary soldiers, whose death is a
matter of total disinterest to him. The real John Banks is a totally
different character-human, humorous, amazingly brave and possessin
an unquenchable thirst for adventure, as all who head this book wmﬁ
readily agree. © £4.95

Special Offer :
THE GRAPHIC ART OF WWII

Text by James Jones. A sensitive view of what war meant to the
ordinary soldier, as seen through the eyes of contempary war artists of
all nations. A large format coffee table book with mono and colour
illustrations throughout.

Originally published at £10. On offer at £3.95

VANGUARD BOOKS

Dept. SM, Fox Cottage, 31, Temple End, Great
Wilbraham, Cambs, England.
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CHILTON CANTELO HOUSE
YEOVIL, SOMERSET

Tel: Marston Magna 555

Fully Registered with the D.E.S. Co-Educational Indepen-
dent School (11-18 years). Established almost 20 years.
Outstanding facilities for Sport and a wide range of
Activities.

Introducing Special Offer to sons and daughters of
serving personnel. Vacancies will be available for Sep-
tember and open to girls and boys under the age of 12.6
at the time of joining the school. Early application is
essential as places available under this scheme are
strictly limited and provide an unrivalled opportunity to
keep the children together.

Small classes. Excellent facilities GCE O. and A. Level
and CSE.
School Sea Cadet Corps Unit with first class record.

ENGLISH PEWTER GOBLETS AND ONE-PINT
TANKARDS

Engraved Regimental or Corps. Design. Min. order 6. Discount on 10 or
over. Goblets from £4.45 — Tankards from £5.75 (plus 8% VAT — UK
only). Post Paid.

R. & B. INCON LTD.,
Southbourne Road, Sheffield $S10 2QN
Tel: 0742 685911

POSTED TO GERMAN Y’

Our furniture removal vans go every week with part
loads. For details of our door to door service and our
containerized storage system please write with details
of quantity to be moved or telephone Quidenham 246

FOULULEER (cversecharge) Telex 975147

ELROPEANALK (yDENHAM,

PBEAMDOVA LS _NORWICH. NORFOLK

ASSISTANT

PROJECT
MANAGER

If you are about to leave the Service and have had experience of
working with MOD (PE) on defence projects—possibly in Project
Management, we have a vacancy which would be of interest to you.

The APM will, among other duties, be responsible for:

The compilation and revision of DCP’s and task estimates,
monitoring and progressing various work packages undertaken

on behalf of MOD (PE),

3. attendance at, and conduct of progress and technical meetings,
4. liaising with co-operating contractors and
5

preparing briefs for MOD (PE) personnel.

Applicants will need to have the ability to manage other people
and communicate at all levels within the Group, with other firms and
MOD (PE) personnel. Familiarity with network analysis planning,
project definition and specification production would be desirable.
Assistance will be given to relocate, if this becomes necessary.

Please reply to:—

The Personnel Manager, British Aerospace, Dynamics Group,
Manor Road, Hatfield, Herts.

DI’NAMIC'S
GROUP

Yes, there are still some
copies left of SOLDIER'S spe-|
cial edition of ‘Royal Salute,’
covering the meetings of the
Queen and her Army during
Silver Jubilee Year. Packed
with pictures, many of them
in full colour, ‘Royal Salute’
costs nnly 65p, including
postage and packing, from
SOLDIER (RS3), 0rdnancn
Road, Aldershot, Hants. GU11
2DU. Send your remittance
NOW for this great souvenir.
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harpshooters’
orman conquest

Above: Entente cordiale — old soldiers together. Below: Villers Bocage after the allied bombing.

{4 . ‘- o

Story: John Walton

Pictures: Les Wiggs
o 4
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RETIRED BUSINESSMAN Mr Stan
Lockwood peered round the corner of a
building and up the main street of a pic-
turesque little Normandy town — just as he
had done 34 years earlier almost to the day.
But on that first occasion he had seen not the
peaceful scene of 1978 — but a rampant
German Tiger tank which had already
‘brewed up’ most of the vehicles in his
regiment, 4th County of London Yeomanry
(The Sharpshooters).

Stan Lockwood and some of his wartime
colleagues were on a sentimental pilgrimage
to Villers Bocage — the scene of a fierce
battle and the killing or capture of an entire
British squadron as well as its regimental
headquarters.

Listening as Stan related what happened
that day were many young part-time sol-
diers, members of the present Sharpshooters
— based in Croydon and descendants of the
two wartime regiments of Sharpshooters. He
explained that the leading squadron and the
regimental headquarters had already passed
through the town without opposition when
they found themselves surrounded by Ger-
man tanks.

“Then a Tiger appeared and shot up the
leading Rifle Brigade vehicle, set it on fire
and effectively blocked the road. It then
proceeded down the line of vehicles, blow-
ing up each carrier and vehicle in turn. And
finally, one by one, the Cromwell tanks were
brewed up.”

Mr Lockwood said that as he put the nose
of his Sherman tank round the street corner
he spotted the Tiger, which was busy
eliminating a Cromwell in a side street.

“He was facing to the right and we were
able to get off four shots to his two,” he said.
“I don’t know if it was the blast from our
seventeen-pounder or whether his first shot
hit the building but the whole of the corner
tumbled down — and out came a German
sniper. After my last shot I could see him
withdrawing and on fire, so I claimed it as a
hit.” -

This was just one of many stories of
courage from the old seldiers as they relived

llers and escorts for the Standards on

Another batch of old soldiers reliving
those days in Normandy were from the
Dorset Regiment Association. They
went to the village of Hottot-Longraye
where the main street was renamed
‘Place du Dorset Regiment.’

Other street-naming ceremonies in
honour of the regiment were at
Audrieu, Maltot and Esquay-
Notre-Dame. Ceremonies and acts of
remembrance were also held at the 5th
Battalion’s memorial at Fontaine-
Eutopefour, at Eterville — taken by the
4th Battalion — and in the military
cemeteries at Bayeux, Hottot and
Cheux.

At the exact hour — 34 years later —
the group performed a simple private
ceremony on the beach at Asnelles on
which the 1st Battalion landed. They
also stood in for their sister Devonshire
Regiment at the commemoration of the
capture of the Longues gun battery
overlooking the landing beaches. The
veterans were accompanied throughout
by four members of The Devonshire
and Dorset Regiment who acted as bug-

parade.




that day'in which they held Villers Bocage
for nine hours before withdrawing to pre-
vent the Germans cutting their lines of
communication. The town was finally
relieved eight weeks later.

It was a day which stuck in the memories
of the townspeople at Villiers Bocage as well.
For not long afterwards allied planes came
over and bombed the town. And after all the
action not much was left standing.

But today Villers Bocage is again a tran-
quil country town and its people have an
undying affection for the British soldiers
who took on the Germans that day. Hence
the sentimental journey back — for Villers
Bocage was to honour the Sharpshooters by
naming a street after them.

More than a hundred present-day and old
soldiers made the trip by coach and car to a
town decorated with the Union flag and
buzzing with excitement and bonhomie.
After a tour of the battlefields the regimental
band gave a concert in the village square,
followed by a reception given by the town
council at which, in addition to good food,
wine and local cider, there was a display of
Norman dancing, very similar to Morris
dancing, in traditional costume.

Those costumes were out in force again
the next morning as the townsfolk gathered
for the street-naming ceremony. Adding to
the colour were the Sharpshooters and their
band, the British old comrades and their
French counterparts, including local World
War One veterans and Regular French sol-
diers from nearby Caen.

Colonel Jean Leveque, a Villers Bocage
town councillor, told them that 13 June 1944
remained an important event in the history
of their liberation and the town council had
decided to commemorate it by naming the

new street ‘Rue de L’Armée Britannique —
Royal Yeomanry.’

He added: “I have been told that it would
be closer to historical fact to call to mind the
memory of the name ‘Sharpshooters’ — this
mistake will be corrected.” .

After the naming ceremony and that of
another street as ‘Rue de 8 Mai 1945 —
after VE day — the procession marched
down country lanes followed by local chil-
dren and the bovine population of
neighbouring fields attracted by the music.

At the Town Hall, wreaths were laid on
the war memorial. Then it was lunch and the
long trek home. But the Sharpshooters will
visit again the town which they have in their
hearts as well as on their Guidon.

Said the Sharpshooters Association vice-
chairman, Major John Grimwade: ““The last
time I saw Villers Bocage it was merely a
cloud of dust obscuring the evening sun.
Now we have been back to this town and
seen serenity and beauty.”

Top: Stan Lockwood toasts a young dancer.
Centre: Costumed applause for marchers.

Left: Standards dip in respect for the fallen.
Above: A wreath is laid at the war memorial.
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An overseas posting can mean more than just a
change of air: it gives you a beautiful opportunity to get
yourself a better car, without breaking the bank.

Ford means value for money, even without the tax-
free concession you get. And the Ford range gives you the
kind of choice you need, with a wide selection of
specifications on every model.

Ford also offers expertise on Personal
Export. A specialist subsidiary is at the service
of your nearest dealer to give expert advice
on local practical and legal requirements and
can deal with red tape from Customs forms to delivery

arrangements.

“‘ re the rQSt
s good as the cha"ge?

Remsch
Schi

!srmaﬁ

Bickes
Solin

400

Then Ford will continue to look after you wherever
you are posted, with a world-wide service and parts-supply
network. If-you are going to be driving overseas, it makes
sense to choose a manufacturer which is really
international.

When it's time for a change, it will pay you to look

For full details of Ford's service to military
personnel, write to your local Ford dealer or send the
form below to:

Ford Personal Import Export Limited, (Military Sales),
8 Balderton Street, London W1Y 2BN.
Telephone: 01-493 4070.

Name and rank __

|
|
l Address___
|
|




P ot

= O

On reci

——

§
§

Vo

br ot ek aiietakaka ke ke ke ket akatakaketakakatakakek f},‘;_,,-f,,,}-;,;n* kgkrate

‘Fame and Glory’ (The Regimental Band of the
Coldstream Guards conducted by Captain R A
Ridings) (Rediffusion Gold Star 15-20)

Buyers (and thank God there are still some) of my
early records must imagine me to be the oldest
captain in the Army, so even though he may finish
up as a four-star general, I leave Major Ridings
with his rank at the time this fine record was
made. He has the ill luck to be at the mercy of one
who made a very similar disc some ten years ago
and is for sure going to compare it with his own
superb 1960s version.

The programme is of ten of the great concert
marches, culled from opera, the theatre and the
orchestral repertory. ‘Fame and Glory’ of course,
which is played at all Royal British Legion gather-
ings and the Cenotaph ceremony, and Berlioz’s
version of the ‘Rakoczy March,” the ‘Marche
Militaire’ by Saint-Saens, Eric Coate’s

‘Knightsbridge’ (In Town Tonight), Mancinelli’s
‘Cleopatra’ and Wagner’s ‘Tannhauser.” Two odd
men out are the march excerpts from
Tchaikovsky’s ‘Pathetique Symphony’ and the
only modern offering, Malcolm Arnold’s march
from his ‘A Little Suite.’

But hang about a bit while I do the aforesaid
comparison. Done, and honours just about even,
gentlemen — but only just. RB

‘Ceremonial Occasion’ (Band and Trumpeters
of the Royal Military School of Music, Kneller
Hall) (Conductor: Lieutenant-Colonel Trevor
Sharpe) (Unicorn RHS 354)

Here is the last of the records with at least a
sideways glance at the Silver Jubilee celebrations.
Rarely comes an offering from Kneller Hall so
collectors should take this opportunity while it
lasts — it must be 12 years since ‘Jiggs’ Jaeger
took the band to a studio.

The programme covers all the musical activities
of a military band except the modern pop style
and there is welcome fife music and ‘The Royal
Scots Polka’ from the Caledonian Highlanders.
The band programme of course concentrates on
ceremonial music but there is also a ‘History of
the March’ and a ‘Fantasia on Soldiers’ Songs’
arranged by Trevor Sharpe. All is played with
verve and zest and the atmosphere of state occa-
sions is vividly captured by the men who know
more about that sort of thing than most others.

A ‘Royal Jubilee’ fanfare immediately precedes
a performance of the whole of the music written
by Sir Arthur Bliss for the Investiture of the
Prince of Wales and, unless you recorded it
yourself on the day, here may be the only chance
to acquire it. Laurie Johnson’s suite ‘Vivat
Regina,’ with trumpets blazing, is another ‘must,’

giving as it does a modern composer’s view of
Queen Victoria’s Coronation.

The title of this disc is also reflected in a medley
of ‘National Airs of Great Britain’ and an overture
by Alfred Reed, “The Music Makers,” but most of
side two is devoted to the ‘History of the March’
with eight examples of the genre from the 17th to
the 20th centuries. They are ‘Prince Georg of
Denmark,’ three fife tunes, including the charm-
ing “The Buff Coat Hath No Fellow,” Beethoven's
‘Zapenstreich No. 2,” ‘The Royal Scots Polka,’
‘Le Régiment de Sambre et Meuse,” ‘Cavalry
Walk’ (for cavalry trumpets and band), “With
Sword and Lance’ and Alfred Young’s fine
‘Kneller Hall Slow March.’

I have already said that record producers have
done a wonderful job by military bands during
Jubilee year, and this is a worthy and colourful
finale to a year which demanded much of our
Service bands and found them not wanting. RB

‘Brass to Go’ (New Zealand Army Band) (Con-
ductor: Major ] D Carson) (EMI One-Up 2206)

This is both an Army and a brass band. I feel the
band to be a half-breed, as though the players are
not committed brass-banders but refugees from
earlier wind-band careers. The traditional and
homogenous brass band ‘sound’ is not there

though the programme gives few opportunities for
it. So what we have is a skilled collection of brass
instrument players who achieve many new sounds
which, if not attractive to dyed-in-the-wool BB
enthusiasts, will nevertheless prove attractive to
most of us, There appear to be about 35 instead of
the usual 25 players and extra percussion is much
to the fore in 16 short, rhythmic and modern
numbers, leaving me wishing there was at least
one standard work by which to compare with our
own best bands.

The tunes we all know from previous record-
ings are ‘Don’t Cry for Me Argentina’ and “From
Scotland with Love,’ (a juxtaposition which will
play havoc with sales north of the Border), the
themes from ‘Shaft,” ‘MASH,’ ‘The Hustle,” and
from ‘Jaws’ of course, and the tunes ‘We Love
You Superstar’ and ‘The Homecoming.’

‘A Fifth of Beethoven’ is a frolic which violates
the V signal, ‘Mah-Na-Mah-Na’ is presumably a
Maori tune, and ‘Holly Holy,” ‘Hot Toddy’ and
‘Thingumybob’ can speak for themselves. With
‘Sweet Gingerbread Man,’ ‘Four to Go” and ‘After
the Lovin” vou have a brass band programme,

including organ, electronics and bagpipes, which
is unusual to say the least, but what banding is all
about these days. RB

‘Junior Band of The Queen’s Division’ (Con-
ductor: Bandmaster D E Price) (Music Masters
0527)

Here’s a little charmer. These young lads of 16
and 17, under initial musical training before join-
ing their regimental bands, are badly in need of
electronic equipment to further their education
and you will be doing nobody a favour except
yourself by buying a copy. i

Very few excuses need be made for a highly
commendable performance of the regimental
marches of The Queen’s Division, including ‘Sol-
diers of the Queen,’ “The British Grenadiers’ and
‘Rule Britannia,” divisional march ‘Queen’s Divi-
sion” and two little makeweights in a country and
western tune ‘Jambalaya’ and Leroy Anderson’s
‘A Trumpet Lullaby.’ 3

This EP (45 rpm) is available from Queen’s
Division Junior School of Music, Bassingbourn
Barracks, Royston, Hertfordshire, at £1.50 plus
50p postage.

‘Massed Bands of the Guards’ (The Massed
Bands of The Household Division, State Trum-
peters, Trumpeters of the Coldstream Guards)
(EMI EMSP 321)

Music-wise the making of this record was not a
good idea. The various bands play much better on
their own (except on parade, where they produce
a completely unique and perfect sound) and to
have a hundred players from the three of four
hundred available was asking for trouble. We
have it.

In addition, all seven conductors are involved,
thus causing further problems of ensemble and
unanimity and, although I was not involved, I bet
there was little rehearsal time. It is not exactly bad
but as always with massed bands could have been
so much better.

It comes in a two-record album with colourful
illustrations from past and present and the pro-
gramme is designed to show off the strengths of
the bands. There are four fanfares, one each by
Lieutenant-Colonel Sharpe, Major Ridings,
Major Richards and Major Evans, and the
marches ‘National Emblem,” Marche Lorraine,’
‘Spirit of the Regiments,” ‘Under the Double
Eagle,” ‘Birdcage Walk,” ‘Fehrbelliner Reiter-
marsch,” ‘The Stars and Stripes for Ever,’
‘Washington Gray,” ‘Radetsky,” ‘Queen’s
Guard,’ ‘San Lorenzo’ and ‘Fredericus Rex.’ :

Other music: Overture ‘Themes of Offenbach,’
ballet music from ‘Le Corsaire,” ‘The Great Gate
at Kiev,” Meyerbeer’s ‘Coronation March,’ ‘Jup-
iter’ from the ‘The Planets,’ ‘Ode to Joy,’ the
minuet from ‘Suite for the Rayal Fireworks,’
‘Farandole’ from ‘L’Arlésienne’ and the overture,
to “The Yeomen of the Guard.’

On a second listening I find it not half bad. I
must remember not to review records during a
hangover. RB

This album 1s also available from Treasurer,
Household Division Funds, Treasurer’s Office, Horse
Guards, Whitehall, London, SWIA 2AX, including
postage, £5.50 (UK) or £6.00 (overseas).
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Precision Timing for
The Professionals

To give precision timing under extreme conditions for the man of
action, it's water-resistant case, integral stainless steel bracelet,
sweep second hand and stop watch facility make it ideal for the
Professionals way of life. Each instrument is engraved *'Flight
qualified by N.A.S.A. for all manned space missions. The first watch
worn on the moon”.

You can own a Speedmaster, for only £17.50 deposit followed by
nine further payments of £17.50 spread gver a period of

nine months, Absolutely no extra charge for credit postage and
packing. (Cash price £175.00 inc. V.A.T.)

This free credit facility is available for the purchase of all the Omega
tange of watches. You can have the watch you've always wanted
right away. Tick the coupon, clip and return to Prestons Timer
Division today. It's time you had an Omega.

Capitol House, Churchgate, Bolton, Lancs.

PRESTONS i

- - -
Division
Caprtol House. Churchgate Bolton Lancs.

r--------------

Please send me my Speedmaster Chronograph

“—— | enclose deposit of £17.50

b I Please send me the catalogue of Omega watches .

. : available on free credit from Prestons
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ADDRESS ot B __.
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Make your
service skills

work for the
fre

Lol
If you are due to leave the
service in the next couple of
months and you wanta job
that will put your expertise to | ||
good use the Rutherford m
major part of the Science

Laboratory, which forms a
Research Council, could be the -

place for you. F
The work carried outat p
Rutherford is possibly the most f

advanced in the world. |
Certainly, in many cases, it
is totally unique. And it
offers a real challenge.
Currently we have
vacancies for:-

Fitter/Machinists
Fitter/ Welders
Plant Maintenance
Fitters
Electrical Fitters
Electronic
Mechanics

Uy
to work alongside some of the || il il Iy
world’s most advanced scientists. D

il

LT
Rate of pay - approx £60 for a 40 hour week, with
excellent housing, assisted travel, non-contributory
pension scheme, job security and a friendly way of life.

So contact us straight away (we're situated ina
beautiful part of the country).

RUTHERFORD

Mr A G Taylor,The Personnel Group,
Science Research Council,
Rutherford Laboratory

Chilton NrDidcot,Oxon OX110QX.
Tel: Abingdon 21900 ext. 495/560.




SPANNING |
HALF A
CENTURY

JUST HALF A CENTURY ago a company

' of sappers marched from Bulford down to
Wyke Regis in Dorset to erect tents for other
sappers arriving for a wet bridging camp.
Now, in its golden jubilee year, the Royal
Engineers Bridging Camp has acquired a
new title — the Royal Engineers Training
Camp — and a greatly expanded role for the
years to come.

This year alone more than 30,000 soldiers
will pass through Wyke Regis, mostly sap-
pers (both Regular and reservist) but includ-
ing many other corps and regiments. They'
will take advantage of facilities which the
camp’s commanding officer, Major Ernie
Durey, feels are second to none in their
variety.

Basic combat engineer training, range fir-
ing, infantry tactics, map reading, field
defences, minelaying, demolition work,
water supply, watermanship, rafting,
armoured personnel carrier flotation,
waterskiing, canoging, orienteering . . . the
list seems almost endless.

Burt of course bridging still takes pride of
place for Wyke Regis is acknowledged as the
best place in Britain for bridging. This is
because the camp borders the River Fleet
where the water is tidal and travels at up to
five knots.

Lieutenant-Colonel Bob Ferguson, a
retired sapper officer who is second-
in-command at the camp, says: “If you can
bridge here you can bridge anywhere in the
world.” The Royal Engineers take full
advantage of that with every unit in Britain
coming for annual bridging training.

In an average summer week there are 700
soldiers at Wyke Regis. Some are in the
tented summer camp, others in permanent
accommodation at nearby Chickerell. Bur all
the units carry out their own independent
training.

A typical selection of part-timers were

- men from three Volunteer squadrons of 73
Engineer Regiment, from London, Hull and
Chesterfield. Mixed in together, these reser-
vists, who all joined up in the previous nine
months, were taking their B3 combat
engineering course.

Squadron Sergeant-Major Nick Wenham,

' from Chesterfield, told SOLDIER: “The

blokes really love it here. They work hard
and there is a test every day but they look
upon it as fun.” His words were echoed by

Sergeant Donald Wells, from Hull: “This

Story: John Walton
Pictures: Les Wiggs .
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Top: An aerial view of the training camp shows
Army boats moving along the fast-flowing Fleet.

Centre: In days gone by. Just a few tents dot
- thé shingle at sappers’ bridging camp, 1934,

Right: Camp Golden Jubilee parade on seafront
at Weymouth. Picture by Dorset Evening Echo.




camp has really gone well and the facilities
here are terrific.”

Down on the river, sappers from Head-
quarters Engineer Resources at Long Mar-
ston were sending out an ambulance on a
raft. As they battled with the current, War-
rant Officer 2 Ronald O’Donoghue, in an
unaccustomed role as hardmaster and safety
officer, said: “This makes a complete break
for the lads and gets them out from their
workshops. At Long Marston we work out-
numbered three or four to one by civilians
and as carpenters, blacksmiths, welders and
storemen we work alongside civilian trades-
men. Here we can go back to the Army for a
fortnight.”

There are only three Regular soldiers
stationed at Wyke Regis — Major Durey and
Staff-Sergeants Roger Humphrey and Don
Felton. The rest of the staff are civilians —
31 of them, including crane operators, fit-
ters, drivers, storemen and labourers.

Staff Humphrey looks after the troops’
comforts. He sees to their accommodation,
stores and the initial provision of bar stocks.
“It’s a very frantic life because we have to
make the numbers fit the camp and some-
times this means putting up extra tents. In
this last year things have expanded so
rapidly that we have needed a crystal ball.
Sometimes there is only a day’s space be-
tween one unit going out and another com-
ing in.” .

The camp holds a maximum of 400 men,
with another 360 at Chickerell. In the
winter, numbers drop considerably as only
the permanent buildings, which are mainly
at Chickerell, are in use.

Staff Felton deals with training stores
although each of the two staff-sergeants has
to know the other’s job. He said: “I found
this job very alien at first because I am a
plant fitter by trade, but it is giving me a
good foothold into SQMS life.”

One man who can see the changes at first
hand is Colonel Ferguson. As a young
sapper 40 years ago he took part in marches
from Bulford to Wyke Regis.

“We had one lot marching from Bulford
and another from Aldershot and it took two
days,” he recalled. “We used to leapfrog so
that one unit could go ahead and cook for
the other. Having got here we did a month’s
training on what was nothing but shingle —
but we still found enough energy in the
evenings to go into Weymouth for a few
drinks and to meet some girls.”

Now the camp caters for cadets, infantry,
signals and units from other Ministry of
Defence establishments throughout Dorset.
In return, sapper units training at Wyke
Regis are able to use facilities at Bovington,
Lulworth, Portland and Poole.

A busy time and a possible rebuild lie
ahead for what is rapidly becoming a very
important training camp. Says Major Durey
“We have tripled our work load in the last
nine months. And I don’t believe it could
have been done with any other civilian unit
in the British Army — we have camps at
weekend, train at weekends and issue fuel at
weekends but our civilians, mostly ex-
soldiers who have worked here for years,
have just got on with the job.”

Top: Towing APC after breakdown in the river.
Top centre: How to float an ambulance across.
Bottom centre: Taking the strain on bridging.

Right: Memory corner — lunch break on beach.
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SHORTLY
LEAVING THE
ARMY?

If so, you will want to find employment which will capitalise on the skills and experience you
have gained. You will want to join a Company engaged upon advanced projects providing
stimulating work in a friendly environment, offering satisfactory rewards for your efforts and
excellent prospects of a second career.

British Aerospace Dynamics Group can offer you these incentives. It has combined the
success stories of Hawker Siddeley Dynamics and British Aircraft Corporation and is one of the
world's leading organisations in the advanced technological fields of guided missile and
satellite systems design.

New work on both national and international projects has led to the formation of new teams
and we are seeking engineers and technicians who can contribute to the future success of the
Group.

If you have had experience in electronics, communications, guided missile maintenance or
operations, fire control systems or radar, we could well have just the job for you. Or if you have
other skills which you think might interest us we would like to hear from you.

You have nothing to lose by telling us about yourself and you may find that it will be the first
step to a successful careerin civilian life. \

Start the ball rolling by writing to:—

The Personnel Manager, British Aerospace, Dynamics Group,
Manor Road, Hatfield, Herts.

BRITISH
AEROSPACE

DYNAMI/ICS

GROUP
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the best electronics training

Asyou've had some of

you'll belooking for some of
the best electronics jobs.

Anyone who's worked with electronics in the Forces has been on
the receiving end-efsome of the best training available.

A fact that we at Marconi Communications are quick to
recognise.

We're involved-in radio and TV broadcast equipment, satellite
earth stations, naval communications, H.F. Systems, tropo-
scatter and line-of-sight networks. We have probably the largest
systems capacity in Europe — there’'s literally no contract that's
too large or too complex for us to handle.

If you have been involved in one or more of the above systems
and are interested in the following positions; we would like to
hear from you.

Systems/Sales Engineering

In these jobs, you'd help assess the technical implications of a
sales enquiry, and develop customer reguirements into systems
drawings and technical notes ready to make a formal tender. It's
a role which involves working closely with our customers in the
UK and overseas.

Installation Engineering

You'd install and maintain many of the systems described above
and your job would take you to locations in the UK and many
parts of the world.

Test Engineering

Using the most sophisticated equipment and test techniques,
you'd carry out production testing and fault-finding on a wide
range of equipment.

Working with Marconi Communications gives you excellent
career and salary prospects, and the chance to put down roots
in an attractive area.

If you're leaving the forces soon, and you'd like to find out more
about our work and what we can offer you, write with a brief
outline of your service career to Terry Ford, Marconi Communi-
cation Systems Limited, New Street, Chelmsford, Essex.

A GEC-MarconiElectronics Company

MARCONI =
commvuncaron| |
SYSTEMS .




WHEN YOU GET OUT
OF YOUR UNIFORM.
WHY NOT TRY OURS
FOR SIZE?

The police on the streets
of London need all the help
they can get.

No wonder so many ex-service people
; make successful careers
for themselves on the

And the kind of help streets of London.
they need is just the kind In the Metropolitan
of help that you can glve . Police
. them. : Wed like to see a lot

Because your more, so why not write
experience in the to us.
services will be To get into the
well suited to the Metropolitan Police
police force. you must be aged

You need 18% or over and of
self-discipline, British nationality.
initiative,a sense Men should be

. of responsibility. a minimum of just

You have to be under 5’8" tall
alert and able to (172cms) and
deal coolly and effic- ‘'women 54" (162cms)
iently with absolute- or over-and, of course,

. team spirit, help with

ly any crisis situation.

intelligent, physically fit
(And believe us

and of good character.

you could well come For full details write
across them all in to the Chief Inspector,
London.) Metropolitan Police
The Metropolitan Careers Centre, Depart-
Police also offers you ment GA245,6 Harrow
many of the benefits Rd, London W2 1XH.

you get in the services.

If you would like a
Companionship and

chat with one of our police
careers advisers, why i

" A not give us aring on j
01-725 4237.

housing and the secur-
ity of knowing where
your next pay day is
coming from.
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The Gurkhas

I have read with great pride (and also
sorrow) your recent articles on the
Gurkhas. In the April issue you
talked about the Gurkha Welfare
Trust and the Brigade of Gurkhas
Welfare Scheme, the latter set up in
1960 by a contribution of one day’s
pay from all serving officers and sol-
diers in British Gurkha units only.
For such a worthy cause could not
this scheme be extended to include
contributions from all serving officers
and soldiers? I realise that this
suggestion may raise screams from
certain - quarters but on the other
hand there must be thousands like
myself who would give willingly.
Indeed, why not one day’s pay per
year?

I have never served with the Gurkhas
but I have met some of them during
my career and tales of them during
troubled times still abound through-
out the Army. I think it is up to the
Army to help them out — we take
great pride in them so let us look after
them!

I would suggest, for convenience,
that all deductions go direct o the
Gurkha Welfare Trust.— WOl R
Calvert, Defence Section, British
Embassy, Jakarta.

Sixty years on

For the past five years I have been
involved in welfare work for our
1914-18 veterans and have organised
annual reunions for about 250 of
them in Birmingham. As it is almost
60 years since the armistice I am
making a special effort this year and
the Birmingham Evening Mail has
agreed to provide a dinner for all 350
veterans in Birmingham, to be held
in the council banqueting suite.

I am trying to spread the gospel in
the hope that other large towns and
cities will similarly try to ack-
nowledge and help the 1914-18 vet-
erans while we still have the privilege
and opportunity to do so. — E
Gumbley (Secretary, 1914-18 Vet-
erans), 106 St John’s Avenue, Kid-
derminster.

Tradition

In support of Mr R H G Travers-
Bogusz and his criticism of the
enlarging of the Army’s “élitist’ units,
in this case the new demonstration
battalion (Letters, ‘May), to the
detriment of our established and effi-
cient county regiments, I would like
to add some constructive alternatives
of my own.

Since the turn of the century the
Guards have been swelled by 40 per
cent while regiments of the line have
been cut by more than 50 per cent,
surely reducing the validity of the
élite. My own county regiment, ‘The
Tigers,” was the most senior to suffer
disbandment and, unlike others in
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the same boat, saw their many unique
customs ignored by the parent corps
and supposed protectors of these.
The old family traditions that made
units like the Buffs, ‘Shiners,” ‘Jel-
lalabad Heroes’ and ‘Die-Hards’ give
of their best now give way to clumsy
titles like The Worcestershire and
Sherwood Foresters which can instil
little regimental loyalty and appease
no-one.

Let us give priority for life to the
regiments with the longest traditions
and disband those with the shortest,
including the Irish Guards and Welsh
Guards. The four ‘regiments’ that
make up the Royal Tank Regiment
are senselessly occupying jobs that
can now be undertaken by cavalry
regiments and, as all infantry units
are now trained to think for them-
selves and fight like the infantry of
old, why should not The Light Infan-
try resurrect four of its former regi-
ments and assert its special role as
paras, with the phasing out of The
Parachute Regiment? — P Griffin,
22 Roydene Crescent, Leicester.

Dunkirk

I am completing a book about Dun-
kirk and would very much like to get
in touch with anyone who par-
ticipated in those stirring days. I
would greatly appreciate it if any
reader can help. — Walter Lord, c/o
Penguin Books Ltd, 17 Grosvenor
Gardens, London SW1.

Blue turbans

Your April SOLDIER News (‘Croy-
don’s seal of approval’) stated that
Driver Tarlochan Singh Thanjal
thought he and another Sikh in 240
Squadron were the only two soldiers
to wear a turban in Royal Corps of
Transport blue.

There are in fact many Sikhs in the
Army. I enlisted into the Royal Army
Service Corps in June 1964 and, after
obtaining special permission from the
Ministry of Defence, have since worn
my blue turban, long hair and beard
and served in various countries. My
son joined the Royal Army Ordnance
Corps in January this year and is now
at Leconfield undergoing driver
training. — Sgt Baldev Singh, 54
Sgn RCT, BFPO 29.

Crown Imperial

A London and Home Countries
branch of Crown Imperial, the soc-
iety for the study of the history,
traditions and regalia of the Crown,
has been formed and will hold
monthly meetings — details can be
obtained from Mr R Giles, 48 Brent
Road, Shooters Hill, Plumstead,
London SE. Crown Imperial, formed
five years ago, now has branches in
London, Somerset/Dorset/Devon,
Strensall (Yorkshire), Toronto
(Canada) and Reading (Mas-
sachusetts, USA — Charles Cowie,

(founder), 5 Warwick Crescent,
Harrogate, West Yorkshire.

They are ‘Royal’
With reference to your June issue
(‘See-the-Army Diary’ and SOL-
DIER News) may I respectfully draw
your attention to the fact that the
Hong Kong Police are entitled to be
addressed with the ‘Royal’ prefix —
the significance of which, in a
magazine such as SOLDIER,
requires no further comment from
me. — Chief Inspector R E Green,
Royal Hong Kong Police, 129/6
Grand Court, Kadoorie Avenue,
Kowloon, Hong Kong.

*Apologies to the Royal Hong Kong
Police and 1o Chief Inspecior Green.

Jerboa lives on

As serving soldiers in 4 Field Squad-
ron, Sapper K Louis and myself (pic-
tured above) would like to point out
that the jerboa has not disappeared
from the Army (‘Desert Rats bows
out’ — SOLDIER News, May) but is
the adopted sign of our squadron and
prominently displayed on our
vehicles, squadron flag and wall
plaques. — L/Cpl D K Davidson, 3
Tp, 4 Fd Sqn, 1 Armed Div Engr
Regt RE, BFPO 48.

Gavel and mallet
As chairman of the Southampton
Branch of the Old Contemptibles
Association I hold a mallet and gavel
made from the hoof of the horse
Warrior which was wounded by
shrapnel on the Aisne during the
retreat from Mons in 1914. Sub-
sequently Warrior was bought and
presented to the Southampton Police.
The gavel and mallet have been used
at meetings of the Southampton
Branch and we are hoping to find an
appropriate museum which would
accept these. We are also interested
in knowing where the horse came
from and with which unit it was
serving when wounded.

We do know that Warrior was bought
out of the Service in 1919 by Miss
Hilda Moore and presented to the
Southampton Borough Police, with
which force he served until his death
in August 1935. Warrior, ridden by
an Old Contemptible, headed our
branch’s annual parade from 1929 to
1935. In January 1935, the Chief
Constable accepted an attachment for
Warrior’s martingale, showing the
1914 Star ribbon, and after his death
Warrior’s hooves were given to the
branch.

One became the gavel and the others,
in the form of inkstands, were pre-
sented in May 1937 to the Mayor of
Southampton, the branch president
(Colonel H M W Parker) and the

branch chairman (Chum F H Wal-
dren).

The mallet, presented to the branch
by Colonel Parker, is made from the
wood of a tent mallet which went to
France in October 1914 with 112
Heavy Battery, 3rd Heavy Brigade,
7th Division Artillery. — C G
Bougourd, 205 Midanbury Lane,
Bitterne Park, Southampton.

L

Museum or not

As a regular reader of SOLDIER.
which I look forward to every month,
I should like to reply as a layman to
the letters by Mr Bell and Colonel
Newton on the subject of medals. I
agree with Mr Bell’s remarks about
regimental museums and feel that
Colonel Newton, in refuting them, is
looking after his own bread-
and-butter.

I congratulate Mr Bell on his book
‘Soldiers Killed on the First Day of
the Somme’ and would point out to
Colonel Newton that these men are
what regimental museums were built
for. I am sure their descendants are
more interested in their deeds and
heroism than in medals awarded in
New Year’s Honours lists. Incident-
ally, a cleaner at our local town hall
was awarded the BEM last year. — J
Sydenham, 1a Albert Street, Aber-
dare, Mid-Glamorgan.

On standards

With reference to the medals letter
and in particular to Colonel Newton's
assertion that ‘the proper home for
medals is the regiment in which the
soldier earned them,” I was very
interested to note, while attending
the 29th annual reunion of the Vol-
untari di Bir el Gobi at Bari, [aly,
that medals awarded to soldiers in
some of the Bersaglieri and Italian
armoured regiments are actually
mounted on their standards.

The standards were not like the usual
British flag-type but stiffened and
mounted on the front of the pole; the
medals were on these with the gold
medals (presumably the equivalent to
our Victoria Cross) on the top row,
then the others in rows below.

One might be excused for thinking
that the Italians would want to wear
their medals themselves, but with a

In May letters, Mr ] G Stone
suggested that recommendation for
the Meritorious Service Medal jn
respect of warrant and senior non-
commissioned officers on the extra-
regimental employed list should be
vested in officers i/c records. This
because many are employed in small
units and in some cases isolated jobs
under command of officers below
field rank unaware of either the sol-
dier’s service record or the necessity
for submitting recommendations.
The Ministry of Defence replies that
Mr Stone and others may be
interested to know that ‘procedures
on the lines suggested by Mr Stone
are currently in existence.”




few exceptions who wore miniatures,
they seemed to be more interested in
wearing the badges of their associ-
ations. — Alec Lewis (General Sec-
retary, Eighth Army Veterans’
Association), 7 Whinfell Road, West
Derby. Liverpool, L12 2AS.

Combattants Allies

Readers may be interested in the
Fédération des Combattants Alliés en
Europe through which they can
obtain various medals for service in
World War Two. The only stipu-
lations are that one must become a
member of the Federation and supply
photocopies of Service documents.
The Federation has 90,000 members
in France, Belgium, The Nether-
lands, Switzerland, Spain, Italy,
Poland, Sweden, Denmark, Lux-
emburg, Monaco, Great Britain,
Canada, United States, Australia,
Ethiopia, Brazil, Hong Kong,
Tunisia and Egypt.

Those interested can write to me
(enclosing stamped addressed
envelope) for further information. —
Col H Jubb, 18 Grammar School
Road, Hull, HU5 4NZ.

Forest School

Next year is the silver jubilee of the
Forest School, Horsham (originally
known as Forest County Secondary
School for Boys) and in July 1979 we
plan to hold a grand concert in which
I would like to present a band com-
prising past and present members of
the school band. A number of past
members have found their way into
Service bands and I would be grateful
if these ex-Forest musicians, if they
are interested, would contact me for
further details — V P Slater, Musi-
cal Director, The Forest School,
Comptons Lane, Horsham, RH13
SNW.

Reunions

The Sherwood Foresters Associ-
ation. Reunion, Chesterfield, 21
October.

The Duke of Wellington’s Regi-
mental and Old Comrades Regi-
mental Associations. Annual reun-
ion, Saturday 23 September, St
Paul’s Street Drill Hall, Hud-

dersfield. Annual general meeting -

6.30pm, dinner 7.30 for 8.00pm.
Tickets (£3.50) and further details
from General Secretary, RHQ The
Duke of ‘Wellington’s Regiment,
Wellesley Park, Highroad Well,
Halifax, West Yorkshire, HX2 0BA
(phone: Halifax (0422) 61671).

9th Battalion (1939-45), York &

Lancaster Regiment. Annual
dinner, Saturday 21 October,
Endcliffe Hall, Sheffield. Details

from Regimental Secretary, RHQ
The York & Lancaster Regiment,
Endcliffe Hall, Endcliffe Vale Road,
Sheffield, S10 3EU.

67 Field Regiment, Royal Artillery
(1939-45) (265, 266, 466 batteries).
Reunion, October. Details from Maj
M Roberts, Greenlands, Rose Bank,
Fernhill, Worcester.

82 Armoured Engineer Squadron
RE Old Comrades Association. The
33rd annual reunion buffet, Royal
Green Jackets' Sergeants’ Mess, 56
Davies Street, London W1, Saturday
4 November, 6-11pm. Members of
the new 82 Sgn — the former B
Squadron of the Junior Leaders
Regiment RE, Dover, redesignated
on 1 April — have been invited to
attend.) Contact: Lionel T Crate, 364

King Sttreet, London, W6 ORX
(phone: 01-748 6755).

The Royal Scots Association. Social
(male only), 7.30pm, Friday 29 Sep-
tember, The Royal Scots Club,
Edinburgh, of the association’s new
section — The Young Royals Section
— based in Edinburgh but with
countryside membership and encom-
passing all who have served in the
regiment since 1945 to date. Any
ex-member of the regiment welcome
to social — bar and buffet available.
Contact: Jack R Cockburn, c/o
Regimental HQ, The Royal Scots,
The Castle, Edinburgh, EH1 2TY.

Duke of York’s Royal Military
School OId Boys’' Association.
Annual remembrance reunion,
Dover, 11-12 November. Details
from Hon General Secretary, A
Sadler, 1 Bushy Road, Fetcham,
Leatherhead, Surrey (phone:
Bookham 52093).

Beachley Old Boys Association.
Annual reunion 29-30 September, 1
October. Particulars and booking
forms from Hon Secretary, BOBA,
Army Apprentices College, Chep-
stow, Gwent, NP6 7YG.

‘Railway’ sappers. Social, Saturday
28 October, BRSA Club, Inkerman
Street, Vauxhall, Birmingham, and
presentation to Col John Pollard, CO
60 Railway Regiment (AER RE),
Longmoor, 1948-66, retired from
British Rail Apr 78 and retiring from
Colonel of Volunteers RCT October
78. Contact: R E Lowe, Area Man-
ager, British Rail, Saltley, Bir-
mingham (put SAPPER top lefthand
corner of envelope and enclose self-
addressed stamped envelope for
details).

WRAC Association. Northern Area
reunion, Crescent Room. Royal
Baths Assembly Rooms, Harrogate,
2.30-6pm, Saturday 7 October. Tick-
ets £1.00 (including tea) from Miss M
Bradley, 60 West End Avenue, Har-
rogate, North Yorkshire, HG2 9BY,
not later than Thursday 28 Sep-
tember (on holiday 7-21 September).
All Army ex-servicewomen welcome.

Competition

Fortunately it was ‘as plain as a pike-
staff’ that only 33 words and not 34
were required in May’s Competition
238 (‘As clear as crystal’). Readers
were erroneously but generously
given ‘fiddle’ in ‘As --- as a fiddle.’
There were some rather wild answers
but those accepted were: As
STRONG as*an ox, as CLOSE as an
oyster, as FIT as a fiddle, as HUN-
GRY as a HUNTER, as PRETTY as
a PICTURE, as nice as PIE, as sweet
as HONEY (or SUGAR), as ugly as
SIN, as heavy as LEAD, as FLAT as
a pancake, as MAD as a hatter, as
LIVELY (or CHIRPY) as a cricket,
as STRAIGHT as a die, as LIGHT as
a feather, as slippery as an EEL, as
wise as an OWL, as PROUD as a
PEACOCK, as BROWN as a
BERRY, as COOL as a
CUCUMBER, as DRY as dust, as
NEAT as ninepins, as SAFE as
houses, as RICH as Croesus, as sober
asa JUDGE, as drunk as a LORD, as
clean as a WHISTLE, as white as a
SHEET, and as playful as a KIT-
TEN.

Prizewinners:

1 Maj M § Wilmot, Fetcham
Lodge, Fetcham, Surrey.

2 C C Wicker, 10 Stuart Mill
House, Killick Street, London, N1
9BA.

3 F/Cpl S D Brown, Comd Coy, 8
(Co Tyrone) Bn, UDR, BFPO 803.

4 Sgt W Bugg WRAC, ACIO, 37
Silent Street, Ipswich, Suffolk.

S Maj C N Cullen, 18 Fairview
Road, Woodthorpe, Nottingham.

6 R G Coase, 7 Highfield Court,
Glebelands Road, Prestwich, Man-
chester.

7 Jeremy Gardner, 88 Wembdon
Road, Wembdon, Bridgwater,
Somerset.

8 Mrs D E Dean, 40 Pollard Close,
Hooe, Plymouth.

Collectors’
Corner

James Walsh, 190 McKee Avenue,
Finglas, Dublin 11, Republic of Ire-
land. — Seeks copy biography RSM
Ronald Brittain, Coldm Gds — ‘The
Sergeant-Major’ by James Leasor, pub-
lished mid-1950s.

J R Mander, 35 Tweed House, St
Leonards Road, London, E14 6RE.
— Commanding officer and band-
master, Tower Hamlets Corps of Drums
(‘The Redcoats’) wishes to buy second-
hand bugles and band equipment in
good condition and of Bniish manu-
Jfacture for this new youth band. (Phone
01-515 2319).

Sgt P H Starling RAMC, 2 Pendle-
bury House, Master Gunner Place,
Woolwich, SEI8 4NQ. — Seeks

E'fI.ll this

insignia and militaria of Medical Staff
Corps and RAMC; Lancaster sword
bayonet with markings MSC or
RAMC; old photos RAMC and MSC
uniforms.

F A ] Wright, RR 2, Knowlton,
Province of Quebec, JOE 1VO,
Canada. — Has for sale or rralfe Nazi
Party badge (1933 Hannover), oval,
bronze; 1 S Staffs officer’s two-piece
sterling silver brooch-type; CEF 23
Montreal Bn; Regt de Maisonneuve;
Canadian Gren Gds (last three KC);
British and Canadian Legion of Fron-
tiersmen. Trade for RAF Ferry/Tpt
Comd items or RAF WO Bilues (42)
and cap (7%) — no repros please!

How observant are
you?
(see page 7)

The two pictures differ in the following
respects: 1 Cow’s left horn. 2 Height of
roof left house. 3 Smoke from barge
chimney. 4 Pipe of standing soldier. 6
Grassy bank at front of barge. 7 Shape
of barge’s rudder. 8 Standing soldier's
left elbow paich. 9 Number of black
ripples below ‘Witch.” 10 Bottom left
corner of road sign. :




/Printed T-shirts

Put across your own personalised message or design in a
custom-printed T-shirt by Royce. They come in a range of
attractive colours, and we give you the best quality for
the best price. They’re worn by universities, schools,
sports clubs — and for company promotions —

printed in combinations of up to five colours. Ask

us to quote today.

Rovyce Ltd 54/56 King Edward Street, HULL HU1 35Q. Humberside Tel 0482 26330

WL RS Ol R G POR TS ENTRE,

WORLD—-WIDE MAIL-ORDER FACILITIES FOR INDIVIDUALS OR CLUBS

Stockists of most leading manufacturers
+ SLAZENGER + DUNLOP + ADIDAS + PUMA + McGREGOR + PING + UMBRO + ADMIRAL +
+ LITESOME + PENFOLD + MITRE + TRETORN + CARLTON + YONEX + HEAD +
+HOGAN + WILSON + LYNX +

All orders despatched promptly and all documentation expertly taken care of.
We are specialists in dealing with the Services at home and abroad.

Write or phone:

ARCHERS GOLF AND SPORTS CENTRE

247 School Road, Yardley Worod, Birmingham B14 4ER Telephone: 021-474 3524/5

State Country of destination

Reynolds Motors €&

New Road Dagenham Essex  01-592 6655 MAIN DEALERS

We have a special Department dealing with the supply of Ford vehicles to Service Personnel.
It has been established for many years and has hundreds of satisfied customers. Fill in and post this
advertisement and we shall be pleased to quote our special terms.

TR T T G RTINS, S e [ et g S N T Model required "« Gl L oivEss

: Home use
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INNS
‘

A BIGGER grid and one might have reached
the Inn of the Seventh Happiness — as it is
there are only three ‘inns’ in this do-
it-yourself crossword. All you have to do is
to assemble the 25 small squares into the
~ blank grid and send your answer, on a
postcard or by letter, with the ‘Competition
242’ label from this page and your name and
address, to:

Editor (Comp 242)

SOLDIER

Ordnance Road

N
| N N opP L NER ALDERSHOT
Hants
E DIEIR GU11 2DU.
This competition i to all readers at
G E N M y N E home orooveislea(;naﬁdoﬁ?; closinge d::cs is

- Monday 6 November. The answers and
winners’ names will appear in the January
1979 SOLDIER. More than one entry can
be submitted but each must be accompanied
by a ‘Competition 242’ label. Winners will
be drawn by lots from correct entries.
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|
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NJU Prizes
M 265
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5 Military LP
6 SOLDIER free for six months

THE SOLDIER

BY HARVEY ANDREWS

RE-ISSUED BY POPULAR
DEMAND ON CUBE RECORDS
No BUG 20

DISTRIBUTED BY PYE
RECORDS

“Written with you in mind”’




Alpine. Sunbeam. venger. Simca.

Introducing some friends
you'll meet in Germany

If you are due for a posting to Germany, or if you are already stationed there, you'll
be glad to know that you still have the opportunity to buy a Chrysler at very
attractive tax-free prices. Chrysler has specialised in Military sales for over 15 years

now, and we have produce

your free copy, plus all the full colour brochures.

a brand new booklet which tells you all you need to

know about tax-free car purchase, H.P. and insurance. Send off the coupon today for

.-----------------------------------q
B PLEASE SEND ME YOUR FREE BOOKLET AND BROCHURES AS INDICATED. STATIONED IN GERMANY: B
i RANK: NAME: Mail to: £
BT Chrysler Military Sales 1
& Stresemann Allee 30 i
[ 6 Frankfurt am Main 70 [
. QTRS. ADDRESS: l
STATIONED IN U.K.:

: Mail to: i
p FHIPHIS N HONS: Chrysler Military Sales Ltd. |
. MY PRESENT CAR: MILEAGE: 38A Huntingdon 51 l
§ NEXT POSTING DUE: St. Neots i

| AM INTERESTED IN: Huntingdon N |
: O ALPINE [O SUNBEAM [ AVENGER 0[O SIMCA Cambs =
--------------i-------------------2--

&




II]MIIIIII[IWS GAREER FOR TODAY'S SERVIGEMEN

Leaving the service?
Seeking a secure exciting career?

Want tobe part of a professional
team?

Looking for excellent
promotion propects?

Recruiting Officer

e, s Conacder one of Buitains most modern Police Forces

Telephone Maidstone 65432 Ext 227

=

'LVAUXHALL
1. WE ARE MAIN DEALERS FOR VAUXHALL. 4. WE USE NAAFI HIRE PURCHASE SCHEMES.
So we do know about them - we don’t just obtain We don’t know of a competitive commercial plan
them from a local dealer and then pretend we that offers so much. Your own organisation really
know all about them. See our specification pack does give you a better deal.

I :
and you'll know what we mean 5. CUSTOMERS LIKE OUR SERVICE,
. WE ARE EXPERIENCED EXPORTERS. We are always thinking of ways to improve our

We handle exports for the Diplomatic Service, service. We race Vauxhall ourselves, we fit fuel
foreign embassies as well as British servicemen. economy systems, we prepare comprehensive
We know the drill and can save you time and spares kits (in Egypt that's important), we air- -

N

bother. freight willingly to our customers. We are

3. OUR PRICES ARE COMPETITIVE always learning something new and putting
They should be, we deal direct with Vauxhall it into use for our customer’s benefit, maybe
Motors. So you can benefit. that's why they like our service.

Send for our Vauxhall Specification pack. It is easy to complete. It doesn’t commit you
to anything but assists you in making up your own mind about the car you want, the
specification to suit you and how much it will cost. It includes H.P. and insurance too.

HAMILTON MOTORS (LONDON) LIMITED,

466-490 EDGWARE ROAD,LONDON W2 1EL. Tel. 01 723 0022

Please send me your Vauxhall Specification pack.

---------------------d
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UNIF@RMA

Dress Uniforins

to give distinguished /%
service. -

Uniformal are the tailors for
dress uniforms.

The finest materials are cut by
craftsmen, then hand tailored
to ensure that your dress
uniform gives long
distinguished service.

Uniformal supply all
branches of the forces.

With maximum
discount,your
dress uniform
could cost

as little as 72

For further information
tel. Ken Dungey at 0532 826102
or write to Uniformal,
101 Commercial St.,
Rothwell, Yorkshire.

A secure
career +
Management
Prospects

Leaving the Service? Then this is your opportunity to start a new
career,.that is not only extremely rewarding but offers excellent
prospects for promotion to management level.

The L.I.S. Group, now members of Pioneer Mutual, specialists in
Life Assurance — Finance — Investment — Mortgages, offer all
personnel a chance to join the many successful ex-Servicemen in
the Insurance industry and within our Group.

Why not contact our Recruiting Manager and let him explain how
YOU could become a member of one of today’s most progressive
companies in the insurance industry.

We would very much like to talk to you so write or telephone, or
complete the coupon below,

To: The L.L.S. Group of Companies
Coltishall Hall,

Coltishall, Norwich, Norfolk, NR12 7AG
Tel. Coltishall 771

Please send me details of the opportunities available with the L.I.S.
Group
Name

TOlOPhOoNe NO. -« < iva il sumimbnbat dad ks gy o |3 AT
Date of leaving the Service

YOU'VE JOINED ““THE PROFESSIONALS"’
SO BUY FROM ““THE PROFESSIONALS"’
FOR YOUR PERSONAL EXPORT.

Selective stocks to draw from.
Up to 4 years to pay—from 10% deposit.
Car part exchange—Car Radios—Stereo.

For personal service: contact

1 W, NORILL,

Winkworth Motors (Som) Ltd.,
Head Office, P.O. Box 98,
London, SW1V 3PU.

i Tel. No. 01-821 0021.

( CHRYSLER. BRITISH LEYLAND. FORD. \
VAUXHALL

ALPINE CHEVETTE ALL export car, fill in the coupon below and
ALLEGRO Bﬁlgggr post to us.

AVENGER CHRYSLER TODAY
CORTINA FIGHTERS i TRY US FOR
ESCORT Allow substantial savings against U.K. 3 . PRICE
GRANADA retail prices. FORD SERVICE
HUNTER Our prices are competitive and COST CUTTING
TRIUMPH challenging. VAUXHALL COURTESY

f BUY BRITISH | '

For full details of how to get your new

WE BELIEVE
IN BRITAIN -

. W. V. HILL, Winkworth Motors (Som) Ltd.
Please send details

-__\

Have you a part exchange [ Yes [J No
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“Books

Guns and AFVs

“Fane’s Pocket Book 4: Modern Tanks
and Armoured Fighting Vehicles’
(Christopher F Foss)

‘Armoured Fighting Vehicles of the
World’ (Christopher F Foss)

‘Fane’s Pocket Book 18: Towed Artil-
lery (Christopher F Foss)

‘American Half-Tracks of World War
Two’ (Chnis Ellis and Peter Cham-
berlain)

‘WW2 Facts Files: Allied Combat
Tanks’ (Peter Chamberlain and Fohn
Milsom)

Generally speaking, these books
bring us up-to-date with tanks and
other armoured vehicles of the last
four decades. The only ones missing
are the Axis combar tanks of World
War Two which were the subject of
an earlier WW2 Fact File.

The first two of Christopher Foss’s
offerings are up-dated versions of ear-
lier books. He observes that new
vehicles and variants are appearing at
such a pace that, even with up-
dating, new ones may well have
appeared while his book was in the
press, and others may have been
phased out.

In Jane’s Pocket Book 18, Mr Foss

makes a world survey of towed artil-
lery and multiple rocket systems in
current service, and covers anti-tank
guns, mountain guns, guns and how-
itzers, towed and self-propelled mul-
tiple rocket systems, and anti-aircraft
guns. Many of the weapons date from
before World War Two and, believe
it or not, in_one case — that of the
French M1897 — from the last cen-
tury. The MI1897 is the superb
French 75, probably the most famous
of all artillery pieces and still in ser-
vice today with Cameroons, Greece,
Morocco, Mexico and Upper Volta.
Incidentally, the German 88 also sur-
vives in service with Argentina,
Czechoslovakia, Spain and Yugo-
slavia,

In their survey of American half-
tracks, Messrs Ellis and Chamberlain
acknowledge that these vehicles have
always exerted a strong fascination on
military vehicle enthusiasts. First

- The late Sir Basil

used on a grand scale by the German

Wehrmacht, with France pursuing a

parallel development, the half-track

caught America’s eye and theirs
combined German concept and

French simplicity to produce a

splendid compromise between fast

road running and effective cross-

country performance. All the many

variants are described in detail.
Messrs Chamberlain and Milsom

cover well-trodden ground with a

run-down on French, Polish, British,

Russian and American tanks of

World War Two. It was the war in

which the tank came into its own

and, though there were better ones,
the most fascinating is perhaps the
five-turreted Russian T-35, a land
warship which did not, however,
survive beyond the Battle of Moscow

in December 1941.

I Macdonald & Fane’s Publishers Lid,
Paulton House, 8 Shepherdess Walk,
London, NI 7LW, £2.95 puc, £3.95
hardback.

2 lan Allen Lid, Terminal House,
Shepperton, Middlesex, TW17 8AS,
£3.95

3 Macdonald & Fane's, £2.95 puc,
£3.95 hardback

4 Bellona Publications, 14 St Fames
Road, Watford, Hertfordshire,
£2.95

5 Macdonald & Fane’s, £3.50 cased,
£2.50 paperback JcW

Military writings
‘The Sword and the Pen’ (Prepared by

Sir Basil Liddell Hart: edited by
Adrian Liddell Hart)

Liddell Hart
planned ‘a selection of the great writ-
ings on military topics by historians
and authorities of all nations from
ancient times to the present day.’
After Sir Bgsil’s death, his son took
over the task and presents extracts
from nearly 80 authors.

The earliest item is from the Book
of Judges, with Gideon and his 300
getting rid of the host of Midian by
blowing trumpets, breaking pitchers
and crying ‘The Sword of the Lord
and of Gideon’ — surely one of the
easiest bloodless victories on record.
The most recent item is Sir Basil's
nutshell version of his Strategy of
Indirect Approach, which takes
rather more digesting,

Naturally, Clausewitz, that early
nineteeth-century pundit much
quoted by World War Two com-
mentators, is represented. More sur-
prisingly, Ludendorff, World War
One commander, is quoted as saying
that, the nature of war having
changed, ‘‘all the theories of
Clausewitz should be thrown over-
board.”

Wellington, writing from Portugal
in 1811, urges the Government to
keep his army in the Peninsula, tying
down 200,000 of Napoleon’s troops,
for nowhere else could his 50,000

men be used so cheaply and prof-
itably. A few pages on, Napoleon is
confiding to his Grand Equerry that
the British were playing into his
hands because Wellington’s cam-
paign in Spain was causing him far
less trouble than if the British were to
make expeditions against the coasts
he had to defend.

Cassell & Co Lid, 35 Red Lion
Square, London, WCIR 485G,
£6.25 RLE

In the Desert

‘World War II: The War in the Desert’
(Richard Collier)

‘Afrika Korps at War Vol I: The Road
to Alexandnia’ (George Forty)

Mr Collier, and the editors of
Time-Life Books, present the full
story of the North African campaign
from the ill-fated Italian invasion to
the final Italo-German defeat in
Tunisia. It is profusely illustrated
and Mr Collier and his co-authors do
a smooth workmanlike job of describ-
ing the ebb and flow of the desert
battles. The narrative is punctuated
frequently with quotes and recollec-
tions from private soldiers and
lieutenants, captains and colonels —
indicative of thorough research —
although at times, the authors appear
to be confused over which units did
what.

For instance, in the description of
Operation Battleaxe in June 1941, we
read of the German 5th Light Divi-
sion being in fierce combat with
tanks of ‘the British 7th Armored
Regiment.” They mean, of course,
7th Armoured Brigade.

Colonel Forty’s book, first of two
on the Afrika Korps, traces the high-
lights of Rommel’s first momentous
vear in the desert. It is unique among
books on the desert war in that a
British author allows members of the
Afrika Korps to tell the story in their
own words.

In a foreword, Rommel’s former
Chief of Operations, General Sieg-
fried Westphal, comments on the
high standards of chivalry and moral-
ity which marked the desert battles
and adds: ‘Lieutenant-Colonel Forty
deserves the thanks of all the old
German soldiers in that he has given
his fellow countrymen the view from
the other side of the hill. This work
should contribute to the final rec-
onciliation of the former adversaries.
For this reason alone I wish this book
a wide circulation.’

It is a well-founded wish and, judg-
ing by the number of former Eighth
and First Army veterans who go as

honoured guests 1o DAK reunions, .
one that is well on the way to being
fulfilled.

Colonel Forty has also found a
treasure trove of unfamiliar photo-
graphs of the Afrika Korps.

I Time-Life Books, Timew& Life
Building, New Bond Street, Lon-
don, WIY 0AA, £6.50

2 Ian Allan Lid, Terminal House,
Shepperton, Middlesex, TW17 8AS,
£5.95 Jcw

The ‘Skins’

‘Change and Challenge 1928-1978
(General Sir Cecil Blacker and
Major-General H G Woods)

If for nothing else, this book is
remarkable in that it has been written
by two generals. But then the Sth
Royal Inniskilling Dragoon Guards,
whose story it is, have been more
productive of generals than most
regiments.

A third general wrote the history of
the ‘Skins’ up to the end of World
War Two. The present authors
summarise 1685-1928 in a short pre-
face and take the round half-century
from there, going rather dully over
World War Two.

It is after 1945 that their book both
comes alive and covers new ground.
The Skins were occupation troops in
Germany, fought as a tank regiment
in Korea, manned the Canal Zone in
Egypt, had a spell as a National
Service training ‘sausage machine’ at
Catterick, went back to Rhine Army,
and kept the peace in Hong Kong,
Aden, Libya, and (as infantry) in
Cyprus. They also changed from
tanks to armoured cars and back
again and more than kept their end
up in sport. s

They carefully nurtured their
regimental family and there are two
measures of their success — the
‘astonishing’ number of National
Servicemen who extended their ser-
vice to fight with the regiment in
Korea, and the successions of fathers
and sons in both the officers’ and
sergeants’ messes. Anybody research-
ing into what makes a good regiment
tick can learn a good deal from these
pages.

Home HQ, 5th R Inniskilling Dragoon
Guards, The Castle, Chester, CHI
2DN, hardback £4.50, paperback
£1.00 RLE

Women at War

‘What a Way to Win a War’ (Pat Hall)
The Mechanised Transport Corps '
was born at the start of World War
Two as a group of women willing to
spare a few hours chauffeuring, in
their own cars, in the national inter-
est.

Some of them sailed as ambulance
drivers to the Middle East, with Mrs
Hall as their sergeant-major. They
were, she says, ‘self-willed women,
drawn from the hunting field and the
golf course, from the beauty salon
and the secretarial desk.’

They were also, she makes plain,
snobs, unwilling to mix with their
military equals, seeking their social
life in the brassier ranks. But for all
their airs and graces, they worked
with a will. By the time they moved
to Rome in late 1944, they had
clocked up more than a 1,250,000

continued over

49



Introducing the
technical directory of

No other aircraft
encyclopaedia has these features
y 2 “ 248 fact crammed pages
F— % Authoritative text crammed with latest
released detail much not published n this
- form before
# 650 illustrations 120 technical colour
profiles, 50 black and white drawings, 250
colour photographs, 50 black and white
* Size 317mm x 225mm. Much larger than this
magazine
* Sturdy hardcover edition. Completely up to
the minute
+ Large highly detailed cutaway drawings
w Full colour in-action shots
*
*

Detailed glossary of terms and key 1o aircraft
destinations.

Ten main sections: FIGHTERS, ATTACK/
CLOSE SUPPORT, BOMBERS, RECON-
NAISSANCE, ASW/MARITIME PATROL,

THE NEW ILLUSTRATED
ENCYCLOPEDIA OF THE
WORLD’S MODERN

TRANSPORTS/TANKERS, ELECTRONIC
M“"lTARY AIRCRAFT WARFARE, HELICPOTERS, TRAINERS,
UTILITY

First time published and offered specially to 'Soldier’ magazine readers, this is the most com-
prehensive and detailed encyclopedia of the major warplanes ever published — both those in
service and those known to be in secret development

Over 20D combat aircraft are accurately detailed and impressively illustrated with technical
drawings, colour drawings and incredible in action full colour photographs presented as never
before and combined with authoritative, in depth text to provide an amazing volume with tremen-
dous visual impact — a great publishing achievement.

Brilliant grouping into 10 main sections according to aircraft role enables easy comparison
of the capabilities and effective strike force of different nations and each section has an intro-
duction outlining the development, necessity and role of the type. Within the section each aircraft
is accurately described and illustrated with technical data under the headings ORIGIN, TYPE,
ENGINES, DIMENSIONS, WEIGHTS, PERFORMANCE, ARMAMENT, HISTORY, USERS,
DEVELOPMENT leven includes variants). This invaluable encyclopedia for everyone from the
layman enthusiast 1o the defence expert, cleverly and uniguely combines all the detailed facts
and figures with the visual excitement of these highly potent aircraft in flight

The author, Bill Gunston, has an easy style withoutl detracting from the authority of the
superbly comprehensive text. He is former WORLD WAR 1l RAF pilot and instructor, farmer
technical editor of Flight International, has acted as advisor to major aviation companies; and is
one of the most respected experts on this subject.

The lllustrated Encyclopedia of the World's Modern Military Aircraft has become a standard
reference work as a technical directory and is ‘a must’ for everyone who wishes to be well
informed. Already this first edition is a great demand and is selling out fast at the low, low price of
£6.95 plus 95p towards postage costs. ORDER NOW to be sure of your copy, complete the coupon
below and mail with your payment today. [If you do not want to clip the magazine, simply write
details in a lerter). We will mail your copy within seven days and you may read and enjoy this
superb volume in the comfort of your home. If it is not all we say — and even mare! — or you are
not satistied for any reason, then just return it AT ANYTIME for a FULL, PROMPT refund
DON'T DELAY, SEND YOUR ORDER TODAY

If coupon has been removed please write order with payment
to:-

CURLEW PUBLISHING  (Dept. S.), COLTON HOUSE, BURNSALL, SKIPTON, N. YORKS.
ENGLAND, BD23 6BN.

SEND COUPON OR SIMPLY WRITE TO
CURLEW PUBLISHING (Dept. S.), COLTON HOUSE, BURNSALL, SKIPTON, N. YORKS.
ENGLAND BD23 6BN. (BURNSALL 248).

Please send me ‘The Ilustrated Encyclopedia of the World's Modern Military Aircraft’ for
£6.95 plus 95p towards heavyweight postage and packing costs. If | am not satisfied for
any reason at any time | may return the book for a full, prompt, refund

SAVE! ORDER FOR A FRIEND — MAKES IDEAL GIFT, ON TWO COPIES OR MORE
POSTAGE IS FREE

| enclose £ . 7 (Cash, Cheques, Postal Orders payable to Curlew Publishing)
*Overseas customers surface mail. but airmail rate given on request

Name .

Address

. ol e e s i S o e i i s

OVERSEAS ORDERS WELCOME QUICK EFFICIENT SERVICE

fm—m e ——— ——
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miles and carried nearly 150,000
patients, at the cost of only six seri-
ous accidents. On Egyptian roads,
that was a fine record — and Mrs
Hall makes it an entertaining one.

Midas Books, 12 Dene Way, Speld-
hurst, Tunbridge Wells, Kent, TN3
ONX, £4.50 RLE

‘Birdie’ Smith

‘Even the Brave Falter’ (E D Smith)
Brigadier ‘Birdie’ Smith first saw
action in Italy in 1944 at the battle for
Cassino. His apprenticeship was as a
battalion patrol-master, an ad hoc
appointment, making much noise to
persuade the Germans that most
units were still on the Adriatic coast
when they had been transferred to
the other side of Italy. Before his 21st
birthday he was a company com-
mander in the 2nd/7th Gurkhas.

In this absorbing book, he records
his mistakes candidly. He lost his
company’s way as it was marching to
the start-line for an attack and his
senior Gurkha viceroy’s com-
missioned officer conducted a battle
for him when, ignoring advice, he
allowed himself to be cut off from his
company headquarters. His candour
does not stop at his own shortcom-
ings. He describes also those of his
superior officers, whose names, con-
sequently, he disguises. And, as the
title reveals, he even admits that his
beloved Gurkhas were not perfect.

Thus, at the highlight of the
author’s war, the attack on a village
called Taveleto, they faltered.
Weary, hungry and mistrustful of an
ill-prepared plan, they did not
respond to his first order to advance.
So he gave them a tongue-lashing and
then, instead of advancing steadily as
he intended, they raced off baying for
blood. The company got Taveleto, a
battle honour for their regiment, a
Distinguished Service Order for the
author, and 50 per cent casualties.
Robert Hale Lid, Clerkenwell House,
Clerkenwell Green, London, ECIR
OHT, £4.50 RLE

No powder

‘Smith’s Standard Encyclopedia of
Gas, Air and Spring Guns of the
World® (W H B Smith)

There is a large market, both in
Europe and the United States, for air
and gas guns, for recreational shoot-

ing, hunting, military training and |
target shooting. Among the reasons is
the increasing cost of powder arms
and the difficulties in finding ranges 1
on which to fire them. i
Not that first-class air guns are’
cheap. Nor are they in any way less
accurate within their limited range.
Whereas powder arms need stopbutts
and even .22-inch shots can still be
lethal at almost a mile, the bullets
from air guns lose their velocity
rapidly and fall to the ground within
100 yards. They are finely accurate
within their limitations and can form
a five-shot one-inch group at 60 feet.
Within short ranges they are deadly,
can be useful for game and com-
petition and are comparatively quiet.
This volume was first published in
the United States in 1957, is now a
standard work and is published in
Britain for the first time. It starts
with the blowgun and covers
weapons operated by air, steam and
carbon dioxide. The 350 photographs
and 140 drawings are of valuable
assistance to all interested in the sub-
ject.
Arms & Armour Press, Lionel Leven-
thall Lid, 2-6 Hampstead High Street,

London, NW3 10Q, £7.95 GRH
‘Trounds’

‘Pistols of the World’ (Ian V Hogg and
Fohn Weeks)

Here you have them all — some 2000
handguns in a ‘comprehensive illus-
trated encyclopedia of the world’s
pistols and revolvers from 1870 to the
present day.” They are set out in
alphabetical order for easy reference
and more than 600 are illustrated.
They include six, eight-, ten- and
12-shot automatics and all the famous
names such as Colt, Browning,
Beretta, Smith & Wesson, Mauser,
Webley, Enfield and Luger, as well
as some not so well known which
played their part in evolution.

One such was the Dardick which
came on the market in 1954 but
ended production in 1962. It was the
first major innovation since the
introduction of the automatic, being i
an ‘open chamber’ gun with some
kinship to the revolver. It fired
‘trounds’ instead of rounds — the
bullet case being almost triangular.

A special table lists ammunition by
calibre, weight, velocity, length,
diameter and type; the general index
catalogues details of the 2000 arms.
Arms & Armour Press, Lionel
Leventhal Lid, 2-6 Hampstead High
Street, London, NW3 100, £11.95

GRH




Look at it this way.

You’ll have a joint home and a joint car.
Joint bills and joint housekeeping.
So you’re absolutely right
to be thinking about a joint ac.ount.

All you have to do is ask here
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