


Gillette put shoulders
behind each edge!l

Every cutting edge sharper than ) |
a surgeon’s scalpel, shaped in 2 ’6 FOR 1 0 INCL. TAX

three distinct facets, forming
supporting shoulders which take
the stgain and increase dura-
bility. Precision tested on micro-
sensitive machines at every stage,
. forcompleteuniformity. Gillette’s
ceaseless research has proved this
the best way to make blades —
for shaves that are quicker,
smoother, better-looking and
_more economical,

‘Good Mornings’
begin with Gillette
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THERE ARE SIX

FOUR SQUARE

TO08AcCcOos

~EACH A BALANCED BLEND
OF VINTAGE LEAF

The tobacco illustrated js' Fopr
Square Green—a medium-strength
empire-de-luxe mixture cool to
smoke, fine-Aavoured, and pleasant
inaroma. Ask for ‘ Four Square

“If you ask me,

shortages hit hardest
at the man

who wants the best”’

Os

When you find WHITE HORSE WHISKY
hard to come by, reflect that its fine-liqueur

quality was never finer than it is today.
MAXIMUM PRICES :— Bot. 25/9, }-Bot,' 13/6 as fixed by the Scotch Whisky Association

“It’s all very well for you."r

“ What is?”

“ Well, for one thing you've

.got no wife and kids to
bother ‘about, and if the old
roof leaks you couldn’t care
less.”

“ Ah, but one day I reckon
to have all that and a
mother-in-law, too.”

* And when that day dawns,
old lad, you’ll see what I
mean. You’ll probably
greet it with an outburst of
no applause.”

 That depends.”
“ Depends on what

It depends on how many
Natjonal Savings Certificates
I can collect between now and
the day I'm booked for
Hom 8."

“If 1 know you, old bay,
you're not going to collect
many.”

“Don’t worry! The thing
was all buttoned up with thé
Savings bloke some time
ago. And I don’t feel the
draught at all on pay days.”’

Sae yorur UNIT SAVINGS OFFICER
wbaut it NOW!

Available
in limited
supplies —

tubes and jars
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6 hscluche
under the &mne_t

What’s under that attractive bonnet? Always an
‘important question — and one that can'very often give you

a headache when the subiéct is a pretty face, But you’ll

find-no headaches under the bonnet of a Ford car. There’s

~ a scientifically-designed engine under that bonnet —an
engine that’s been checked and re-checked at every point

by a host of Ford inspectors at Dagenham. And the

result? A car that climbs hills like a mountain goat, and :

is as quick off the. mark as a Swaddy going on leave,

That’s to-day’s Ford, And by the time you come back to -

the old Country for good — well — we ‘are working very

hard to have your Ford ready for you.

r

CONSTANT IN PERFORMANGE

FORD MOTOR COMPANY LIMITED, DAGENHAM

If you had been
a soldier in 1914

+ + . You would probably be enduring mud, -
frostbite and vermin in the Flanders trenches, with,
as likely as not, no canteens and no small comforts
to greet you when you came out of the line.

The urgent need for organised comforts for the
“ Contemptibles ” caused the War Office to call on
the Canteen and Mess Co-operative Society — the
first of the co-operative canteen organisations — to
combine with the best of the commercial contractors
and provide an efficient canteen service for the
Forces overseas. The resulting Expeditionary
Force Canteens, almost identical in function with
the Expeditionary Force Institutes organised by
Naafi in the recent war—quickly became the uni-
versal provider in all theatres of war, establishing
thousands of canteens, together with rest-houses,
clubs, breweries, mineral water factories, cinemas
and theatres.

‘The success of the venture proved the need for
a permanent canteen service, and resulted in the
formation of NAAFI in 1921 as the official canteen
organisation for H.M. Forces.

NAAH

The official canteen organisation for H.M. Forces in War and Peace
Naafi still needs female staff for canteens at

‘Home. Write to: Staff Manager, Naafi, Ruxley

Towers, Claygate, Esher, Surrey, England
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T SOLDIER -+~

e W ST “AEMYT MAGAZINE

First post-war commandant of the Imperial Defence College — where the
Empire’s senior officers are trained for high command — is the man who led the
“fprgoﬂen" Fourteenth Army to a great triumph of arms: General Sir William Slim.
His visiting lecturers include Cabinet Ministers, Chiefs of Staff and Ambassadors

N a great house overlook-

ing London's once-aristo-

cratic Belgrave Square sits
a general, al a massive desk
set on a large square of red
carpet.

Passers-by rarely glance up
at his window; anyone who
does has a sporting chance of
glimpsing a powerful figure,
equally recognisable in battle-
dress or lounge suit as General
Sir Willilam Slim, one-time
scourge of the Jap and today
Commandant, of the senjor
school of the British Empire
— the Imperial Defence
College.

This is the man who once said
that the reason he liked to visit
his fighting trogps in the front
line was not to raise their mor-
ale, but to raise his ownl

Now his chances of such con-
tacts are few. His job is to train
very senior officers of Britain
and the Commonwealth in the
higher strategy. The globe of the
world on ais desk is no idle orn-
ament, Slim's theatre is no
longer Burma, but the world. His
students are not only soldiers,
but sailors, airmen and civil ser-
vants.

Three Services

The college is not a new one.
It was started in 1927 and the
Navy, Army and RAF take it in
turn ‘to provide the commandants.
General Slim is the eighth com-
mandant and the third general
to hold the post. He is also the
first post-war commandant (the
college was closed in 1939). To
this two-year job he has brought
the drive, the imagination and
the personality which led the
Fourteenth Army through the
war's worst campaigning country,

Running the Imperial Defence
College is no job for a “dug-out”.
It was essential to have a man
with no shackles on his mind.
General Sir Francis de Guingand,
Monty's late Chief of Staff,
stressed in his “Operation Vic-
tofy" that before the war the Im-
perial Defence College was the
only eslablishment for training
those earmarked for high
command. (Slim himself was
once a pupil there). "I very much
doubt,” says de Guiqgand. “that
the syllabus of the Imperial -

“The globe of the world on
his desk is noidle ornament.
Slim's theatre is no longer
Burma, but the world.”

b

i



-

:-&%g}

Defence College before the war
was quite what was wanted. I'll
wager that now Montgomery is
CIGS he will ensure ihat this
defect in the training of generals
is righted.” There's little -doubt
that these. two, the two ablest
field commanders of the war (de
Guingand's verdict), the two men
best able to strip a problem of

its “muckage,” have already got -

together over that syllabus..,
Today' Genecal Slim's 61 pupils
— one of whom, by the way, is
a policeman —  are trained to
hold high appointments in the
structure of Empire defence in
peace and war. They study the
place of the United
* Nations Organisation
in the world order,
and the responsibili-
ties of the Common- .
wealth towards it.
They debate politi-
cal, economic, social
and industrial pro- -
blems, new weapons
and strategy. Among
the visiting lecturers
are Cabinet Minis.
ters,
-High Commissioners,
Chiefs of Services,
scientists, industrialists and trade
- union leaders. The students pay
visits to industries at home and
study methods of control such
as are applied today in Germany
and Austria. There are no stu-
dents below the rank, or equiva-

lent rank, of brigadier, The
course lasts a year. :
Sometimes Slim misses the

troops. But his sturdy figure has
_been seen of late at soldiers’
reunions in London. (He will pre-
side at a re-union of 10,000 ex-14th
Army men in the Albert Hall on
2 June). And his voice has been
. heard from the fireside loudspeak-

Ambassadors, The hat, the jaw were
a gift to caricaturists, ed as permanently

er, It is not necessarily a compli-
ment to a general to say that he
is a good man at the microphone;
but when Slim broadcasts editors
detail somebody to listen, know-
ing that epigrams and near-
epigrams are to be expected.
Seated at his big desk over-
looking Belgrave Square he looks
the wise, experienced headmaster,
When he stands and removes his
glasses, he is the general, His
short-clipped moustache is grey-
ing and his hair is getting scanty,
"Worry," he says with a smile.
‘What is the background of this
‘crack soldier transplanted from

‘Burma to Belgravia? Fiom boy-

hood he was deter-
mined to be a soldier,
He became an OTC
cadet and was com-
missioned into the
Warwickshire Regi-
ment (Monty's regi-
ment), In 1915 he
went to Gallipoli
where he.was given
a regular commiss-
ion but he was
wounded so badly
that he was discharg-

unfit. Slim was too
keen on the Army to take that
for an answer; only he knows
just how he got back into uni-
form. He fought in France and
Iraq — where he won the MC —
and then went to India whera
he became a Gurkha,

Slim took to the Gurkhas and
the Guikhas took to him, Years
later when he became commander
of the Fourteenth Army "he
picked his orderlies and the

'guards outside his mess from

these little Nepalese soldiers,
and the senior of them refused
promotion so that he could stay
with the General.

R T AR TG

[&ie;‘

ONSIDER the case of Private X,

He served on a fighting front for a few months before

the war ended. The Infantry regiment bo which he was posted
had a famous name. They were good soldiers in the battle-line
and good comrades in peace. : o
7 Private X had read somewhere about battalions going into

. suspended animation, but had never pictured himself one day
saying goodbye to his commander, his colours, his camp and
— much worse — his comrades.

Private X found himself “on the market.” There was no
longer room for everybody in Infantry, they told him. The
Army, as usual, was being reorganised,

In quick succession Private X pictured himself as a guard
at a camp for hopeless Nazis, a filler-in of forms at an
equipment depot, the man who looks up trains in the RTO's
office and batman to the C-in-C. Was that what they meant
by “extra-regimental employment”?

Private' X is one of thousands. There will be thousands
more, so rapid is the run-down on Infantry battalions, Not so
long ago the other arms were being combed to make Infan-
trymen; now the reverse is happening. .

But Private X has this consolation: at least he has been an
Infantryman, That's more than many can say, and many
would like to say it who won't admit it. The pride and the
glory ‘were his; but wars end and men want to go home, and
that means that somebody has to count the jerricans,

If he's lucky Private X will get a much more interesting
job than that, There are still units which get their share of
excitement. There are still units in which a man can learn a
wrinkle useful to him in Civvy Street. So, good luckr Private X.
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Some of General Slim's

swfudets. For the first time there are

two Indian officers and two Indians of the Indian Civil Seryice
on the course, as well as English officers of the Indian Army.

Before World War Two the
General graduated at the Staff
College, and later became
¢ommandant of the Senior Offi-
cers' School near Bombay. In
1939 hé was a brigadier and later
fought in Eritrea, where he was
wounded; .in Iraq again; against
the Vichy French in Syria —
where he won 'his DSO — and in
the Persian operations,

After commanding the 10th,
Indian Division he was recalled
to India to take over the 1st.
Burma Corps then retreating.
The General recalls the day he
walked- into a broken-down
bamboo hut and asked, “Where is
my headquarters? He was told,
“This -is' it,”” He then asked,
"What forces have I got and
where are they?"

“They told me,” says the
General, “I wished they hadn't.”
. But he did a great job in that
retreat.
the Japanese, giving his own
forces invaluable time to prepare
the Indian frontier for a stand.
He was always with his men and
saw them back safely, a coharent

and still fighting force.

He was promoted to the
command of the 15th Corps and
in October 1943 took over the
Fourteenth Army. Later one of
his staff officers wrote of him:
“The burden and responsibility
lay on the shoulders of one man,
It was a burden few meén could
have borne, and few indeed re-
tained with the wvitality and
daring which enabled Slim, when
the time came, to launch a
campaign the boldness and speed
of which startled the world. His
viotory will live in military
history as a pattern, In over-
whelming success it compares
with Montgomery's advance from
Alamein to Tunis.”

- Once Slim was described as a
bulldog, He was angry. “Bulldogs
are often damn bad tacticians,”
he said. Of his tactics he likes
to talk, but usually in a self-
deprecatory style, About the
defence of Imphal he says: "I
made two mistakes. I didn t fetch
the 17th back soon enough from
Tiddim and they had to fight.

N : )

He temporarily stopped -

And ! didn't reckon the Japs
could supply themselves through
the Somra hills tracts. The second
was only half a mistake, because
they tried it, and they couldn't.
So really I made only ane-and-a-
half mistakes, The Japs made a
few more, I won."

The General never underestim-
ated the enemy. Of the Jap he
once said: “He is not a man nor
is he‘an animal. He is an insect.”

When it was found that of 2000
prisoners nnly about 300 were
able-bodied men — the remainder
having been picked up in such a
bad state that they could not re-
sist being taken prisoner — he
remarked: "The Japanese army
is the only army which really
does fight to the last man and the
iast round. When we say we
have killed 100,000 Japs we mean
it. That is the number of bodies
counted on the ground.”

Of a staff officer he once told
a story: .“When two divisions
were cut off in the Arakan I
suggested to Major. General
. Snelling in charge of Fourteenth'
Army administration that a case
of rum- should be dropped with
each consignment of stores to
speed its picking up on the
ground, General. Snelling replied
that he had already included*two
cases of rum. After that I left
him alone,” says General Slim.

Of the Irrawaddy  crossing:
"This was one of the finest
achievements, of any army, We
crossed it not on bridges or on
boats, but on brains, because we
cheated the enemy. Our motto
has been 'God helps those who
help themselves,’ and we some-
times add under our breath ‘Be-
cause, by God, no one else does'."

Of the speed of his army:
“There was the race between the
troops closing in on Rangoon
from the north and those from the
south. We made & book on it and
1 lost a lot of monay.”

Of complaints that the British
women in India were not doing
enough for the troops: "The
women have done a magnificent
job. There are very few of them,
but I do not know of a single
,house that does not entertain
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THE BROADCASTER

troops. But few people have
houses in India, My wife with
one child lives in a couple of
raoms."

Of his Indian troops: "Believe
me, and I have fought with them,
some of the bravest races in the
world aren’t white at all,” And,
again, of courage: “Courage is
not merely a virtue; it is the
virtue, Without it there are no
other virtues."”

"I've never met a man with
moral
when it was really necessary,
face bodily danger. Moral cour-
age is a higher and rarer virtue
than . physical courage.”

"Courage is an expendable
quality, If there are continuous

courage whao wouldn't.

calls on our courage we hegin
to overdraw, If we go on over-
drawing we go bankrupt — we
break down."

“Complete cowards are almost
non-existent."

It was not without wisdom
that the Government appointed
this man to command the Imperial
Defence College.  Omne of very
many good reasons was his ability
to handle other branches of the
Services. "My officers,” he once
said, "have got to know the air
side whether they've got wings
on their tunics or not, It's like
saying only men with oakleaves
in their buttonholes can climb
trees."

- PETER LAWRENCE.

THE PEACE-MAKER

“I Am Againsl the Legal Minimum Wallgh"’

Frank Owen who edited SEAC newspaper (and now
edits The Daily Mail} wrote this of General Slim in his
book “The Campaign in Burma':

"Though his years have been given to the Army, Slim has read
widely and written much, for which he claims he was well paid.
‘No -other reason for writing," he says. His 'sympathies are
generous but just. ‘I am against the legal minimum wallah
every time." He talks vigorously and saltily and with insight
into. men's motives, Though he induces goadwill and, what
is more profound, trust, it is probable that he never unburdened

his heart to any man on earth. He believes that the fighting
capacity of every umit is based upon the faith of men in their-
leaders; that discipline begins with the officer and spreads
down from him to the soldier; that genuine, comradeship in

arms is achieved when all rapks do more than is required of
them. Slim proves his beliefs by example. The well-being of

Bis troops is his permanent priority. "

THE HUSBAND
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Above: Compact and clean is the kitchen onNo. 1 British Ambulance
Train. Here they prepare five diets for every meal. Below: “This

is the best way of travelling through Germany,

says this patient,
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HEY call it “The Champagne Special.”” Not that there is

any champagne aboard.

It gets its name because it is probably the most
luxurious hospital train ever built for the British Army.

To the Director of Medical
Services,” Rhine Army, Major-
General Sir Edward Phillips, and
his staff it is officially No. 1
British Ambulance Train.

Recently I spent a couple of
days aboard the huge train while
it travelled the British Zone
picking up men and women due
to go into hospital in the United
Kingdom. None was seriously
sick; the serious cases do not
travel by this route.

The train left its base at Osna-
bruck late at night and made a
long swing around the Zone,
taking in Wuppertal, Munster,
Bad Oeynhausen and Hanover
and on to Hamburg where the
patients embarked in the hospital
ship El Nil, which is well known
to men who serv?d in the Middle
East. Under the com-
mand , of Major J.
Humphreys, a Regular
RAMC officer, are an-
other officer, two
sisters, a WO. II, a
serjeant and 32 men.

The warrant officer
and serjeant are regu-
lars; the men are
young soldiers. None .
of them had any
knowledge of nursing
until they joined the
Army; most were
factory workerss or
apprentices but today R |
they are competent, i’
willing RAMC order-
lies imbued with the
great traditions of
their Corps.

The story of the Champagne
Special began last June when it
was decided to back-load the
hospital train then serving BAOR
~—a cumbersome, badly designed
collection -of Hungarian and
other Central European coaches.

Experts drew up plans for a
train that would embody all the
experiences gained during the
war by the RAMC. The com-
pleted plans were sent to a Ger-
man firm at Dusseldorf and there,
under the supervision of British
officers, the train took shape.

As the work went on, new
ideas were developed and in-
corporated in the train. Occasion-
ally, bad weather, shortage of
materials, difficulties of supply
and othér causes beyond the
control of the builders and their
advisers delayed the work.

Eventually, the train was ready.
Nine of its 16 coaches were
wards; two were composite
coaches with compartments  in
which the “walking wounded”
could be housed. The others con-

tained the kitchen, stores and
staff quarters. Then there was a
boiler coach for providing steam
for the central heating system.

Altogether the train was 1150
feet long and had accommodation
for more than 250 patients. It
carried 500 gallons of water fo1
kitchen use and 1350 for the
wards. 5

In each ward and compart-

ment were loud-speakers linked .

up to the loud-hailer system, so
that Major Humphreys could
keep in constant touch with the
head, the tail and the middle of
the long, snaking train.

There was a place for every-

thing and in the kitchen the-

cooks, remembering the dis-
comforts of the previous gal-
ley, -marvelled when they saw

"'4"----.-----.-!
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the magnificence which was now
theirs.

In a kitchen where five diets
have to be prepared for, every
meal ease of working is the mini-
mum requirement, and there can
be few cooks in the British Army
who work in better conditions
than the corporals on “The
Champagne Special *

The wards are masterpieces of
comfort., A regular serjeant with
18 years service said it was a
pleasure to be sick,

Even so Rhine Army is not
satisfied that it has reached the
ultimate in hospital trains and
the DMS is considering a num-

ber of suggestions for improve- .

ments. :

In the meantime the "'Cham-
pagne. Special" carries on its
good work and is remembered
with affection by officers and
men who travelled to the hospi-

tal ship in it.
JOHN HUGHES.

A man at the comptometer
checks the patients on board
the hospital ship EI Nil,

SPECIAL

Throuah the wide doors of the hospital
train,

The job which always attracts an
avdience - watering the train.

ermans carry stretcher cases aboard.
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THE DOGS OF
KLAGENFURT

Ordnance depot on the outskirts of Klagenfurt is in-

: NY dishonest person bent on breaking into the large

viting a fate not unlike that of the early Christians in

the Roman arena.

Daniel himself would not
long survive the jaws of four-
footed Harrow and his fellow
guards whose motto in canine
language might well be: “So
you want to pat us? Don't
make us laugh.” Provided, of
course, that Daniel behaved
suspiciously, The result is that
the Ordnance store is never
‘broken into and every cat in
the area emigrated long ago.

Strictly speaking, this dog
platoon * of three Alsatians, &
Collié, a Bull Mastiff and a La-
brador should wear the badge of
the West Yorkshire Regiment
Their commanding officer, Lieut.
J. Riley, his serjeant and 12
handlers all volunteered from the
1st Battalion, It meant a visit
to Paderborn, Germany, a short
course on how to handle dogs
and then a return trip to Aus-
tria " with the fiercest beasts in
the country.

Originally they were called
war dogs. Later the name was
changed to VP (vulnerable point)
dogs. To the animals the work
remains unchanged. They have
been trained in a way that most
people would have thought im-
possible — to terrify thieves and
yet remain perfectly disciplined.

Each animal has two handlers.
Every midday they give theit
charge a pound of meat, a pound
of biscuits ard some vegetables.
Every morning they exercise it
and each night by turns they
take it on sentry duty, Handlers
dlways stick to their own dogs,
and any attempt to handle
another handler's animal would
meet with little success. The
animal knows the hand that
feeds it, and distrusts the stranger.
Only Corporal E. Aston, who
handles the Alsatian Rex, can
deal with all the dogs.* He has
practised with them all in order
to take over any animal should
both handlers be absent.

Handlers never tease their own
dogs. To wear the padded sleeve
and encourage your dog to attack
would undermine its trust in you.
The man who wears that sleeve
has a tricky job. He must run
with his arm stretched out and
must be careful not to fall. The
dog goes for the most accessible
limb, or if the fugitive is on the
ground, for the throat.

Such is the discipline that a
dog will stop attacking if ordered
to do so unless he is over-
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excited, and if his quarry remains
perfectly still he will usually sit
and watch him, ready to pounce
at the slightest move.

Whaen walking at heel their
heads must be level with tha
handler’s - knee. Instantly they
obey the commands "attack,” “sit,”
"down," or “watch him.” Usually
they obey only commands from
their cwn handlers and if called
by a number of handlers will
always walk over to their own.
The stranger who thinks he can
give a dog poisoned meat will be
unlucky., Food also must come
from their own handlers.

Four of the dogs ate English.
Two Alsatians, Ivor and Harrow,
are German._ Before coming to
Klagenfurt they were guarding a
signal station. One evening
Chiang, the Bull Mastiff, was
being exercised when a sentry at
the gate chatted to the handler.
The conversation went something
like this.

Sentry: Nice-looking dog that.
Doesn't look as if it would hurt
a fly.

Handler: It would, you know.

Sentry: Can I stroke it?

Handler: I would not advise it

Sentry: Don't be daft. It
wouldn't hurt me.

Handler: If you touch it, it will
be at your own risk.

Two minutes later the station’s
medical orderly was busy
bandaging the cut hand of a
downhearted sentry.

ERIC DUNSTER.

N

-

Cor'porol E. Aston, handler to Rex, is the only man
who can exact obedience from all the guard dogs.

“What'sin there?”’ Guarddogsare
trained to hdve a suspicious mind.

I N A B 'S ¢ K.I A B

Bruce is the only Collie — but
don’t try to stroke him. Only
Private E. Spinner can do that.

“Lie down!"— and
Chiang,~ the Bull

Mastiff, lies down.
But only if Private
A. Hird tells him.

PIPES i~

Betore going .Into suspended
animation the lst. Battalion
The Royal Irish Fusiliers pro-
vided the guard at the Schon-
brunn Palace, Vienna, headquar-
ters of the Allied Commission for
Austria (British Element).

Each morning the kilted pipers
under Drum-Major C. Goldrick
led the new guard to the gates
for the mounting ceremony. The
people of the city came out to
see ceremony and colour brought
back to the old capital.

The pipers led the victory
parades in Tunis and Rome when
the battalion served with the
famous Irish Brigade. Later
the regiment manned the frontier
posts facing Jugo-Slavia.

Before the war the battalion
were stationed in Guernsey. They
went to France leaving their
mess silver on the island. The
Germans arrived and when the
liberation came only part of the
silver was recovered.

Daily outside Vienna's Schonbrunn Palace
the pipe band of the 1st. Battalion The
Royal Irish Fusiliers-played a march dur-
ing the Changing of the Guard. Behind
the flagstaff is Monty's tank. Below:
Drum-Major C. Goldrick, wearing the
flash of the redoutable 78th Division.

Lieut-Gen. Sir James Steele, Commander-in-Chief and High Commissioner’— himself an'lrish-
man — inspects the guard. Accompanying him is Lievt-Col. G. A, French, CO 1st. Battalion,
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Saturday night in the “local”. Left to right: the land-
lord, Greek-born Mrs. Diana Bailey, ex-Serjeant
Ronald Bailey, RASC and the landlord’s daughfer.

Daughter of an Atheus bank cleck, wow
beide of o focuec Beitish secieaut, Diana
Bailey (nee Mauta) settles down in a Docs-
eéshive town to leacu the English way of life

It's no new experience fo be rafioned. Butf the rations
in England are more plentiful than those in Greece.

HE boat train carrying fifty Greek-born wives to London
is late, At the platform barrier an impatient crowd stands

waiting. The ex-soldier husbands have a worried, far-
away look in their eyes and are easy to pick out.

With them are friends and
parents — mothers waiting for
that first look at their daughter-
inslaw and trying not to look
anxious, fathers cracking jokes.
“Don't get impatient, son. You'll
soon find that when you're by
yourself you have money to
jingle in your pockets, and when
you're with your wife it's always
‘Brother, can you spare a dime? "
But nobody takes any notice of
father.

Standing well to the fore is a
tall elderly man with a bowler
hat and a large blue paper
rosette in his button-hole, taking
no chances of being missed.

The train steams in at last
and the crowd creep slowly
down the platform searching the
compartments. Suddenly there
is a shout and then a whole riot
of noise as the wives spot their
husbands. Tensed-up emotions
melt. There are tears, hugs,
kisses, laughter, children’s
screams, confusipn. An old
cockney porter finds a baby
dumped into his hands; a ‘mother-
in-law wildly waving a photo-
graph sees her new daughter.
Neither can speak a word of
each other's language but they
laugh and point at the photo-
graph and argue about carrying
the baggage.

In the middle of it all is an
excited brown-eyed girl. A few
months ago she was Diana
Manta, daughter of an Athens
bank clerk, Now she is Mrs.
Diana Bailey, wife of motor
mechanic Ronald Bailey, of Sher-
borne, Dorset, an ex-RASC ser-
jeant .who served in Germany
and Greece, Mrs, Bailey is so
happy at seeing her husband

again that when I go to talk to
her she thrusts an orange into
my hand “because I want to
thank someone’'.

Mrs. Bailey, . standing there
excitedly, has no doubts that she
will settle down. “I love my
husband very much and want to
make him happy,” she says, —
and she says it so simply and
with such feeling that you don’t
doubt that she will be happy.
Mr. Bailey collects the luggage,
Mrs. Bailey says goodbye to
friends and they disappear up the
platform for Sherborne and their
new life.

What happened to excited Mrs.
Bailey who left the life of Athens
for the peaceful little farming
town of Sherborne, Dorset? 1
called on her five weeks later,
and the answer was that she
was doing fine. Her English had
rapidly improved, she had (with
the aid of "Mum'") mastered the
ration book and had a keen sense
of the value of English money —
“we bought some cucumbers last
week costing seven shillings- but
I suppose you would prefer seven
pints." She reckons her cost of
living as the wife of a civilian
in England higher than that of
an Army wife in Greece, but the
standard is better than that
available to her own family in
Greece. She has quickly made
friends — her' best friend is the
daughter of the owner of her
husband's regular “local” — and
already is in love with the
Dorset countryside. She admits
she misses the sun of Greece,
thinks the English worry over
things more than the Greeks,
writes two letters a week home,
and saves a pound a week for

dation is

What, no liquorice allsorts? Mrs Bailey parts with
her personal points in the depleted sweet shop.

WIFE MOVES IN

Shopping’s no fun without a pause for a chat. One of Mrs Bailey's
best friends is the daughter of the landlord of the “local.”

the holiday the Baileys plan in
Greece in 1948. Mrs. Bailey has
settled down in England and
would, probably have  settled
down just as well in Timbuctoo.

But the Baileys have a prob-
lem. They have no home and
live at the moment with Mr. Bai-
ley’s. parents. The parents are
very kind and understanding but
it is not the same as having their
own'home, For many months now
Mr, Bailey has had his name
down for a house but thinks the
chance of getting one is very
small. Worried, he says: "If I
can't get a place after a while,
I'am going to try to get a job in
Greece and settle there.”

Not all mothers-in-law are
willing and happy to have the
new daughter in their home.
Some refuse to help and even
blame the Army for allowing the
marriage. In a.few cases the
initial enquiry about accommo-
the first news  the
parents receive that their son is
married,

But the Baileys, if unfortunate
about a house, are lucky in

having a common language in
which they can communicate, and
share each other's thoughts and
feelings, for without a common
language foreign marriages may
soon run the risk of breaking up
once the first "glow"” is -over
Says a SSAFA official: A soldier
who marries a foreign girl and
can't speak and ' share his
thoughts . with her properly is
taking on a risky experiment.
Nor is it altogether fair on the
girl, for living in a strange
country she is bound to rely on
her husband too much and is
liable in the process to subjugate
entirely her own personality to
her husband's.” She quoted the
case of a girl from the Ukraine
who got so lonely for someone
to talk to in her own language
that her husband appealed to
SSAFA to find a suitable com-
panion for her.

But language is no problem if
there is sufficient will to get
over the difficulty. Take the
case of a former London gunner
and a Norwegian girl. We'll call

them Bill and Anna, Bill is a

In Sherborne they boast of their 12th century Abbey—and that's
old even fo a girl who lived at the foot of the Acropolis.

likeable Cockney with all the
tough independence of a Lon-
doner who has lived in the tene-
ments all his life. He lives in

. two small rooms at the top of

an ugly grey building right in
the centre of a badly blitzed
London area. Anna comes from
a small Norwegian town set
around by beautiful country.
They met in Norwdy, fell in
love, decided to get married.
Both spoke only a few words of
each other’s language. Bill tried
to give her a picture of the life and
the place she was coming to.
When she arrived’ and saw her

home she burst out crying. But

she had no time to get worried.
Bill went to work and she had
to get straight down to the job
of being a British housewife.
With the help of neighbours
and friends she soon mastered
things, and in a short while she
was introducing small touches of
Norway into her home and in
the meals she cooked,

. In her spare time she studied
English hard and in the after-
noons explored London., In the

evenings she and her husband
got together and with a well-
thumbed dictionary and patience

to her soldier-

husband’s home

and understanding told each
other their stories of the day. In
a few months Anna was speak-
ing and understanding enough
to say most of the things they
wanted to say. In the sharing of
their common problem they have

been . brought closer together,
probably, than the average
couple. :

It's toe soon to say how the
thousands of “mixed"” marriages
by British soldiers are going to
work out. The soldier who, over-
susceptible to a friendly atmo-
sphere abroad, goesinto marriage
in a sort of romantic mist is
taking on a risky proposition
indeed. It is perhaps not a bad
thing that the business of marry-
ing a foreigner is tied up heavily
in red tape; at least that gives a
man a chance to sort his ideas
out. He must have no illusions
about the present difficulties of
finding and setting up a home;
he must be prepared to exercise
a vast amount of tact, patience
and understanding; and he had
better get cracking and learn the
girl's language.

WARREN SMITH.
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Two of the stamps used in the Antarctic
post offices which, by their sales to phil-
atelists, have helped pay the cost of FIDS.

Left: The present-day, specially printed
stamps give a map of the Falkland Isldnds
Dependencies. Below: Before the special
series was designed, the Survey used Falk-
land Islands stdmps with overprints for the
various ferritories of the Dependencies. -
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“"The house” at the Hope Ba
Graham Land base, with i
front snowed-up. Double alum
nium foil linings keep in the hea

U.S. ASKED TO
EXPLAIN FLAG
IN ANTARCTIC

BRITISH LETTER T0
EXPEDITION LEADER

From m“t_g?ar. FINN nox;n. u.s.n.:
GTON ISLAND, xtl?nﬂ

' Bay, Antarctica, m la;e’d)

' THe hitherto academic issue of

territorial rights in the Antarctic.

has materialised here in &

Bl‘m over the raising of

nited States fla

te, g over my
Antarctic research e tion
main yards

base, less than
from the long-established British
base camp . ; >
On March 13, at 3.30 p.m., the
b T T

Onpaperthereissomedisputeover k> : AT N j A
territorial claims in the Antarctic— 7

but the British and Americans who
are working there do not carry
it info their personal relations.

When the snow clears
at Port Lockroy, the scenery
is dark, forbidding rock.

T e ——

A big moment in the history of
the Antarctic: on the morning of
13 December 1945 a scow landed
the first load of stores for the Sur-
vey at Hope Bay, Graham Land.




/" The Army h 4
/ , “terrorists” as a description of "
/' / Jewish gangsters. Civilians can
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Palestine check-point:* men of
Third Division pass an armoured
car of 'the Palestine Police.

y

¥

D NIGHT

/ /7 claim to be terrorised if they wish. &

hardly a restful one, but today’s |
20-year-olds take it in their stride

/
AR 4
17 " ‘

|

seen in the troubled territory of Palestine. No less proud
are the wearers of a flash — a black-handled stiletto on
d vermilion background — which was seen on none of the war
fronts but today is borne by men who are neither at war nor at
peace — the men of Headquarters, British Troops in Palestine

and Transjordan,

Side by side with men of
famous divisions these troops,
under the new GOC, Lieut-

Gen. G. H. A, McMillan, face .

that kind of life which is best
described as “periods of pro-
longed boredom relieved by
spells of intense activity.”
There are not many war-time

| soldiers in Palestine today, in

4. relation to the total numbers,

Above: two soldiers overhaul

The "average soldier” has been
in the Army perhaps 18 months
and has about as long again to
serve. Perhaps because he is

the searchlight on the roof |

of the Public Information Office in Jerusalem. Below:
on guard ‘with Bren gun and rifle in the Holy City.

I l‘LASHES’ of many a proud, war-tested division have been

young and reulllzznt. he takes
the odd things that are happening
all round him very much in his
stride, .

He is still his country’s best
ambassador: there was ample
proof of that during the recent
spell of Statutory Martial Law
in parts of Palestine.

I picked at random on three

men in\ one platoon of the South
Lancashire Regiment, a private,
a NCO and an officer, and asked
them their stotries.

Private Harold Ashworth from
Oldham, for instance, is 19, has

. served 18 months and is  in

Group 70. He was a sheet metal
worker befote being called up,
made aircraft parts -while the
war was on and pots and pans
when it ended.

His platoon serjeant, Robert
Guylott from Boumemouth, is
21 and has served. three¢-and-a-
half years. He completed his
six months’ recruit training in
time for D-Day, was wounded
and sent home in August 1944,
Rejolning his battalion in Europe
in November, he came with them
to Egypt. He was a grocery
salesman with a chain-shop firm
when he was called up,

Commanding the platoon is
Lieutenaut John Conroy, aged

. 20, a Blackpool laboratory assi-

stant. With two and a half years'
service behind him;, he is in
Group 65; he jomed his battalion
in - Cairo, but hke his men he

. prefers serving in Palesline.

he duties of these men of
8 Plaloon, C Company, are typi-
cal of the Infantryman in Pales-

f'r"' : ¥ ’t

N ,-'1' 3\
7,

il

tine. They do 24 hours

on guard, ‘with the

whole platoor out from

dusk to daylight and-half the men
on at a time in daylight. Then
comes a spell of 48 hours on
normal administrative and routine
jobs — unless anything blows up.

Some troops are doing one
night on guard, the second night
on stand-by (which means bed-
ding-down fully dressed) and the
third on patrol, either from dusk
to midnight or midnight to day-
light. The fourth night, explo-
sions permitting, they go to bed.

On a check-point, a curfew
patrol or any other job, the
soldier must be able to recognise
seven different kinds of pass and
spot forgeries; 'he must krnow
VIP's by sight. He must be quick
with his firearm, but not trigger-
happy. At all times he must be
armed.

His chances of being killed or
injured are small, but they are
ever-present: last year more than
40 officers and men were killed,
nearly 150 injured; up to the
middle of March this/ year 15
had been killed and 50 injured.

Danger does not worry the
troops unduly and the Army has
banned the word “terrorist’ to
describe Jewish gangsters, who
terrify only civilians.

The soldier is not much inter-
ested in local leave, but he looks
forward to LIAP after 12 months
overseas. Off duty he catches
up on his sleep, swims and plays
games when he gets the chance,
He may go to a camp cinema,
but civilian ones are likely to
be out of bounds. He can dance
only if the ATS ask him to one
of their dances, and -they are
stationed only in the two main
garrisons, Virtually, there is no
social contact with the civilian
populeixitllcorlx. His f1(':‘(;«1 town is
very likely out of bounds, any-
way, | GEORGE BISHOP
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- “But if

you have the settee there it's going to hide the sideboard

there.” The captain and the corporal, producer and stage-manager

of Bad Oeynhausen’s Mercury Theatre,

GERMANY [

discuss the “props”.

Khaki Theatees

AID the lance-corporal:
quicker bit of business.”

Said ‘ the captain: “You're
wrong. It should go like this"
and showed him just how.

The lance-corporal shook his
head and laughed at him.

Conduct prejudicial to ' good
order and military discipline?
Not- at all. Just two members
arquing out a point in a play for
the: Rhine Army Theatre Club,
one of BAOR's several intimate
theatres.

It is an' all ranks club run en-
tirely in its members' off-duty
hours. Its stage designer, who
'before joining the club had
never been backstage but now
talks with all the professional
slang of an old stage hand,
is.a private, Thomas Miller. Its
president is Colonel R,P.A.D.
Lithgow, OBE.

“I don't agree. I think it should be a

Company, the club has put on
some 30 plays, two of which
were written by ‘members them-
selves.

Another Bad Oeynhausen club
is the Royal Signals ‘‘Mercur
Theatre”, In a small recreatio
room they have built their own
stage and equipment,. and not
content’ with the RATC's two
plays a month programme, pre-
sent a new show every week.

Very enterprising is Ham-
burg’s combined CCG and Army
“His, Majesty’s Theatre * Club,”
Their latest effort is "“Gersten-
berg”, a post-war German ialle-
gorical play. Produced on the
lines of Thornton Wilder's “Own
Town' without any scenery, it
was not an easy play'to put
over. It meant two of its mem-

THINGS YOU WOULDN'T BELIEVE UNLESS WE TOLD YOU

THREE soldiers found guilty of desertion in 1693 threw dice
for their lives in St. George's Fields and the one who threw
lowest was shot. It was common practice in the Army in those
days that when several men were sentenced to death together
they should dice and the highest throwers should be reprieved.

g
i Out of The Blue

WO familiar, if movable, landmarks have disappeared from the

Western Desert: NAAFI has closed down the Two Bees and the
Ship Inn, roadhouses that catered for travellers from the Nile Valley
along the sun-scorched coast road to Tripoli.

The Two Bees started life at Bugq' Buq— hence its name —as a
simple tent erection.in January 1943 and crossed the wire to Capuzzo
the following November. The Ship had a longer history: it began life
at Sidi Barrani and moved back to Alamein with Eighth Army in 1942
and up again to Mersa Matruh in_1943. The Ship became famous for
its nautical atmosphere, On its wicker-panelled walls (made from
German flak containers) were white halyard lines and solid brass
bulkhead lamps; its decorations included a rum barrel presented by
a Norwegian ship’s captain, the wheel of a wrecked Italian liner,
two port-holes from a Tobruk wreck, a ship's log and a life-belt.

When the long, hot*convoys of trucks pulled off the roads into
the mine-free stading areas towards sunset, crowds would beseige
the roadhouses as soon as bivvies had been set up. There was
always tea and a bite to be had: sometimes there. was even beer.
When the Afrika Korps was on the run, whole divisions would
descend on the two noadhouses and in those hectic days they served
more than a million and a half meals. '

Another North African close-down * was recently "signalled in
ACI's under the intriguing heading: “Establishments cancelled —
Physical Exhaustion Centre RAMC.”

‘
) Hassaun Witk Miss Us

ICTURE a little man in a tarboush with a toothbrush moustache,

sitting at a cricket match on a roasting Egyptian summer after-
noon, pencil and scoresheet in front of him — and there is a picture
of Hassan Gamrawi Effendi, the Egyptian who has satisfied - the
British soldier’s craving for sport in the Valley of the Nile for more
than 30 years. .

In its beautifully equipped Kur
Theatre, where once .the Kaiser
used to lie back in his ease
listening- to the Berlin Opera

Sous of Theic Fathees

OLDIER welcomes to the Army some sons of famous fathers.

Tpr. D. R. Monigomery recently entered Catterick Camp to

. train for the Royal Armoured Corps, and is able to wear the black
beret which his father helped to make so famous. ;

In the Commons Mr. F. J, Bellenger, the War Minister, revealed
that his 18-year-old son had joined up in the regular Army. Said
his father: “He will have to meet life in different parts of the world,
and when he is sent overseas he will have to meet the temptations
which lie in the paths of British soldiers in different parts of the
world, which are all too evident to those who go to the Far East and
into countries like Germany — devastated countries, where moral
values do not seem to prevail any more," :

In the same debate Lieut-Colonel Geoffrey Clifton-Brown (Bury

- St. Edmunds) spoke on discipline and said: "My son went from the
ordinary primary training straight up to the RAC training centre,
and the difference it made to him in a month, not only physically
but mentally and in every other way, was absolutely surprising and
made me, as a father, feel I had produced something pretty gdod."

A former War Minister, Mr. J, J. Lawson, had a daughter in the
ATS. He told SOLDIER: "She amuses me quite a lot sometimes
when she talks about wdr, Do you know she talks as though we
fought with bows and arrows in the first war, but I forgive her."

bers spending many evenings
translating the play from the
German and rewriting it in an
idiomatic English.

In the Egyptian Mail office,
where he  stanted in 1910 as' a
16-year-old office boy, Hassan

Jhas a chair, a desk and a type-

writer. His job is to collect
material for the sports editor,
and since British soldiers have
been making the sports news in

Egyptian sand-pitch.

today aren't what they were 20
years ago, says Hassan: in
those days they were stronger,
fitter, had more dash, used their
heads more intelligently. There
are few players today, he thinks, -
who can stand 90 minutes on an

. Hassan arranged was between a

Egypt for years past, Hassan has
woven himself into their affairs
and into their hearts. He calls
himself a reporter, but a better
description would be a one-ma
sports control board. :

The evacuation will  hit
Egypt's most successful ambas-
sador to the British Army sorely.
He has always arranged matches
“for the boys' and had very
little financial reward. He once
arranged 75 rugby, soccer and
hockey matches in two days in
1940 and several times since he
has nearly touched that figure.
During the war, when the Cairo
area was [ull of troops, he rarely
laid on fewer than 20 matches
in a week.

Anglo-Egyptian matches are
his speciality. The first match

Cairo sporting club and a cavalry
regiment in 1913. The cavalry won
by 4-0, but Hassan says it was the
best match he ever saw. Players

Hassan Gamrawi Effendi, who
did ‘something-for-nothing for
the British soldier in Egypt.

PAGE 17



i3

PAGE 18

which §

Soldiers 'who want to learn to play golf, or those who
want a strong opponent, can have the services of Chick
Chin, a professional with an international reputation.
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ROOPS of the British
Commonwealth Occu-

pation’ Force in Japan -
now have one of the Far East's
most luxurious hotels in which
to spend their holidays.

It is the Kawana, which was

" built at a cost of £200,000 to

house distinguished visitors to
the Olympic Games.

Its tower and red-tited roofs
dominate -a rocky promontory of
the Izu Peninsula .and from its
two dining-rooms — the circular
walls of one are all windows —
soldiers look out at the cone
of Fujiyama, towering over the
lesser hills nearer the hotel,
or across the Pacific to another
volcano, Miharayama on the
island of Oshima, from which

_ plumes of smoke occasionally

rise, - ;

In the hotel's: 500 acres .of
ground used to be two golf
courses; one of them became a
vegetable garden during ‘the

| war, but the other is still in ex-

cellent condition and troops on
leave can borrow clubs, buy
balls and- make use of the ser- .




For a 1uick dip, guests can Use
the hotel swimming-pool. Seated is
Driver D. Thompson, of York. Man
emerging is a New Zealander.

.
vices of Chick Chin, a profes-
sional golfer with an international
reputation. ‘

Holiday-makers can also go
riding — there are 12 horses in the
stables with 12 more coming.
Grooms arg always in attendance.
They can play on the tennis and
volley-ball courts or swim in the
hotel’s pool; they can take bus-
rides to Ito and Atami, seaside
resorts famous for their thermal
baths; in summer they can go
fishing and sea-bathing; amateur
local photographers can find
good - hunting on the lower
slopes of Fujiyama.

The hotel's bedrooms are big
and beautifully furnished; 80 per
cent of them have their own
bathrooms and wash-basins; the
building - has constant hot water
and steam-heating 24 hours a
day. There is a big lounge, which
looks out over the sea, a library,
a 150-seater cinema, a souvenir-
shop, a barber's shop, a masseur,
a two-day laundry service, dark-
rooms for amateur photographers
and an expert to help with
advice, -a billiards-room and a
table-tennis room with five tables.

One' of the highlights of a

There are 12 hofsqs available in the
hotel stables and. more on the way.

SOLDIER Bookshelf

SKUNKS AND BABOONS

“ VEVER get into a sbit‘ting
I match with a skunk."

Major Lewis Hastings, MC, the’

BBC's wartime comentator, says
this'is' excellent advice. Once he
referred on the air to the traitor
William Joyce 'droning away
with the sour pertinacity of a
dung beetle”. Joyce replied with
an onslaught on “the bloodthirsty
half-pay dug-out hurling his in-
sults from a Margate boarding-
house", i

Another time Hastings com-
pared the behaviour of some Ger-
man soldiers in Poland with that
of the African baboon. Hamburg
Radio demanded that he should
apologise, He did — to the Afri-
can baboon. p

“Schoolboy stuff’, says Major
Hastings, in his “Dragons -Are
Extra" (Penguin Books 1s.), "but

this sort of thing gave me much:

needed comic relief in the war
sitgyation of 1941".

Major Hastings, a Gunner in
World War One; started World

7 War Two also as a Gunner - in

stay at the Kawana is a sukijaki
party in the hotel's sukijaki
house, There ancient, blackened
beams bear witness to the popu-
larity of pieces of beef cooked
on skewers over a charcoal fire
by the guests as they sit round
on cushions served. by kimono-
clad attendants.

Because of the war, Olympic
Games visitors: never. came to
Kawana, Instead, it became an

American rest centre before it

was handed over' to BCOF
regently.
+ A SOLDIER, correspondent

asked some of the guasts idling
in the wvast, two-storey lounge,
in front ‘of the fire-place that
takes five-foot logs, what they
thought about Kawana.

Said an Australian: “If T told

my people that I ‘was staying. in
a hotel like this, they wouldn't
believe me.”

A New Zealander: "We used
to see things like this in the
desert, but they ' were mirages.”

And an Englishman, who was
playing some of the 500 classical

records available on the lounge's

gramophone: “So this is Monty's
New Army!"

Ack-Ack on the South Coast of
England, He was seconded to the

BBC and made nearly 1000 appear-+

ances at the microphone. Among
war commentators a ragged crew,
he stood out memorably — largely
because he was forthright, never
pompous, and knew exactly what
he wanted to say. He wasn't the
kind of commentator who gioted
the ' great bore Clausewitz, So

~ tired was the Major of hearing

Clausewitz that,

-

about when

-still hol
‘morale, courage and readiness

broadcasting direct to the Ger-

mans, he invented a German
strategist of his own, von Tauch-
‘nitz. Back came this reproof from
Luxembourg: "Major Hastings
quotes von Tauchnitz; he evi-
dently does not understand him".

Far from viewing the war from

a Margate boarding-house, the
author saw it first-hand in many.

theatres. But he remembered that
older war . . . : ‘

“I have unbounded admiration
for the Eighth Army of the desert

and for the 21st Army Group and

for the 14th Army in Burma.
What they did and what they
endured pis beyond praise. But I
that in matters of high

for sacrifice, the British troops

who went up against the Germans-

on the Somme in July 1916 have
never been surpassed.” ‘
Montgomery ('direct and un-
compromising”) ‘he met several
times. “One morning at his
caravan after the passage of the
Seine I opened up with a con-
ventional remark: ‘It's very good
of you, sir, to give me a few
minutes in the middle of the
battle. Back came the response
like a rifle shot: ‘It is"." A
Major Hastings' book of remi-
niscences is not all. about the
world wars. He has been diamond
digger, prospector, big-game -hun-
ter and tobacco grower. Not the
least virtue of his book — and

it has many — is that it costs

only a shilling,

THE ST. NAZAIRE RAID

luff plays its part in war, no
less than planning and admi-
nistration. In "“The Attack on St.
Nazaire” (John Murray, 6s.),

‘Commander R. E. D. Ryder, VC,

RN, tells how the combined force
chose the little harbour of Fowey
as their base and then heard
there was a spy there,

So tropical kit was issued to
suggest that the "10th. Anti-Sub-
marine Striking Force" was going
abroad, and the night before they
sailed the Commando force was
smuggled from the Josephine
Charlotte, a landing craft which
was not going on the raid. A few

.cooks and other supernumeraries

were left on board. Their orders:
to make themselves as conspi-
cuous as possible. Meanwhile
their comrades slipped off in the
motor launches escorting the
Campbeltown,

Later, when the enemy opened
up with coastal guns an Aldis
lamp was used to give the inter-
national signal that ours were
friendly ships being fired upon.
The guns stopped. By the time
they started again Campbeltown
was near her objective. As
planned she crashed into the
lock gate.

The book-gives a vivid des-
cription of the part played by the
Commando under Lieut-Col, A.C.

Newman, VC (Essex Regt). The °

port was more heavily defended
than ' had been expected and
many of the men had no alter-
native but. to fight their way
through the defences and to make
for Spain. Out of 277 soldiers 109
returned to England, the - rest
being taken ‘prisoner or missing,

What happened? The 'morning
after the- raid (28 March, 1942)
French dockers went to work.
Firing was still in progress and
they saw lorryloads .of British
prisoners coming from the har-
bour. Meanwhile an inspection
party of some 40 officers, includ-
ing the German admiral . in

charge of the port, went aboard -

the Campbeltown. Sightseers
crowded round the ship. Just
befqre midday — the Admiral
had just left — the fuse worked.
There was a violént explosion
and about 60 officers and 320 men
were killed. Later that afternoon
there was another explosion. A
torpedo had gone up. An hour
later another followed. Civilians
who ran for an exit were fired
upon by sentries. The Germans
mistook Todt workers, dressed in
khaki, for more Commandos and
all night a chaotic battle went on.
The casualties were about 300.

., And the dock was out of action

for the rest of the war.
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EW light on the secret manoeuvrings which led to the

simultaneous explosion of atomic mines in all three

enemy capitals on 22 March 1993  is contained in
dispatches in the London Gazette of 1 April, 1999,

The dispatches are heavily
censored by the Corps of
Public Relations, and the name
of the high-ranking author is
withheld for security (his
security) reasons.

Towards the .end of 1992
states the author, '‘the Home
Security Wing of the Royal

Intelligence Corps noticed an
abnormal influx of commercial
travellers, refugees and tourists
from Petunia, Syringa and Cy-
clamen, with all three of which

countries relations were already

becoming strained:

_“Methods I cannot reveal, since
they are used by the Customs
authoritiesin peace-
time, showed that
each of these wvisi-
tors was carrying
concealed in lug-
gage or on his or
her person either a
small piece of me-
chanism or a small
quantity ot (cen-
sored) at that time
the most' power-
ful fission-starter
known. Correlafion
of information show-
ed that material
was being system-
atically imported
to " build 16 large
atomic landmines
of a type already
pronounced ob-
solete by our ex-
perts at Didcot but,
none the less,
capable of destroying an area
equivalent to about one-eighth
of Greater London.

"Special Branch agents dis-
covered that the invaders were
reporting to twelve centres loc-

ated in Kensington, Birmingham,’

Liverpool, Manchester, Glasgow,
Sheffield, Edinburgh, Leeds,
Derby, Bradford, Aldershot and
Catterick. The plan appeared to
be to destroy these centres of
population and military activity
on, or perhaps as, the inaugu-
ration. of hostilities, the four

‘. ..anti-fission suits...”

surplus mines being intended
either for other areas of London
or as spares,

“"On one pretext or another, ,

each smuggler was arrested be-
fore reaching his or her rendez-
vous or so we thought. Unfortu-
nately we slipped up in one
instance, which accounted for
the cataclysm which destroyed
so much of the south-eastern
district of London when hostili-
ties broke out.”

Meanwhile the nation's de-
fence services had swung into
operation and the men' of the
so-called Puff-Pastry Wing of the
Army Catering Corps were
cooking up what the author
reveals for the first
time was their real
duty. Under a load
of coal, a British
atomic mine, power-
ed with the new
(censored), was
soon lying in a
barge moored to a
river quay in the
heart of the Petu-
nian  capital of
Stamen; a heli-
copter with a si-
lenced engine de-
livered another at
the remote hunting-
lodge of a British
diplomatinSyringa
and it was run into
the capital, Pistil,
by night in a truck
and established in
the cellar under a
helicopter garage;
a third, hidden under a load of
cricket gear ordered by ‘the
British Council, was delivered
to a warehouse in Pollen, the
Cyclaminian capital.

Three hours before the British
ultimatum on the import duty
on knobs for radio sets was due
to expire, all three mines were
simultaneously detonated from
London, and, says the writer in
that phraseology which stamps
him as a general officer, "the
three capitals were no more.
We had their first three wickets

THE SECRETS OF WORLD WAR THREE

Revelationsof theThird
World War, never be-
fore breathed outside
the disused blanco
mine where the War

Office had its tempo-
rary  headquarters
from 1990 onwards,
are here printed for
the first (and last) time

down before they had scored a
run, but the south-east London
explosion two hours later showed
we were not going to get the
whole team out for a duck.”

In some ill-informed quarters
we were accused of starting the
war. But the decision to deto-
nate, the writer reveals, was
made only after receipt of wvital
information from Ml 5.

How the three enemy coun-
tries anticipated the threat of
further atom mines being dropped
from the air by herding wvast
numbers of neighbouring neu-
trals. into their threatened terri-
tories is a matter of history. As
usual we were accused of being
sentimentalists. For geographical
reasons, no such precautions
could be taken by Britain.

After describing the ''phoney
war” which lasted for the next
two months, the writer discusses
the circumstances leading to the
incident which devastated East
Anglia in the third month.

“Qur zeugma-ray screen round
the coasts of the British Isles

‘was entirely effzctive. The con-

trolled atomic-energy generators
produced more power for them
than man had ever_controlled
before; it was unfortunate that
their humming caused nearly

“ ..abnormal influx of commercial travellers, refugees and tourists...”
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...a barge'...

half of the civilian population to
become totally deaf, but eiffec-
tive silencers were fitted to them
in the closing stages of the war.
At one time enemy propaganda
had . persuaded a good many
people that the zeugma-ray de-
fences would cause loss of wviri-
lity and barrenness, but events
showed that this was not so.

"Against the zeugma-ray walls,
piloted and robot aircraft, rock-
ets and shells dashed themselves
and fell into the North Sea, the
Channel or the Atlantic; the rays

anfortunately wreaked destruc-

tion among seabirds, and radio-
activity caused by the falling
bombs in the sea (which will not
be fit for bathing for another
couple of years) killed so many
fish -that special units of the
Royal Pioneer Corps, composed
of men of famous cavalry units
brought out of suspended ani-
mation for the purpose, were
called upon to clear the beaches.
They toiled with a spinit fitting
their long traditions.

"The catastrophe of 19 June
1993 in East Anglia was due to
a curious accident. A <young
corporal of the Grenadier
Guards Battalion of the Women's
Regular Army, who was on duty
at one of the atomic generators
near Yarmouth, found herself
sharing watch with a serjeant of
a Ray Battalion of the Royal
Engineers with whom she had
been walking out but with whom
she had quarrelled. In the course
of their watch they patched up
the quarrel and in the over-
whelming moment of the em-
brace which sealed their recon-
ciliation. the young lady inad-
vertently quite literally dropped
a spanuner into the works.

“This caused a momentary
gap in the outer-screen of the
zeugma-ray defences and a
salvo of V-69 rockets (the type
which cruised around the screen
until «either its fuel ran out, when
it crashed in the sea, or its sen-
sitive antennae found a way
through the screen) happened to
be passing at the time. None
can regret more bitterly what
followed - than the two yeung
people who were inadvertently
its -cause. It was particularly

* rays inland, so that

moored in the heart of the capital..."”

unfortunate that part of the
affected area should have been
one of the three reserves into
which the ' civilian population
was concentrated when the rest
of the country was taken over by
the armed forces for training
purposes, .

“In spite of the re-
construction plans now
proceeding, the Eastern
counties will never re-
gain  their former
appearance and that
broad Norfolk brogue
so many of us loved
is likely to. .die out
with this generation.
However, I am told
that the new " Cam-
bridge University will
be every bit as fine an
educational institution
as the old one.”

The writer then ex-
plains why determined
attacks were conti-
nually made on the
enemy'’s space-ship
research establish-
ments. “The zeugma-
ray screen could only
put a wall round the
British Isles; it could
not put a roof on.
Efforts were made to
contrive .a ‘pointed
roof” by slanting the

they would meet, but

the longest rays we put into the
sky ‘were effective only up to
about 30 miles —nothing like
sufficient to make a pyramid over
Britain. Thus there was a danger
that space-ships, climbing over
the zeugma-ray screen, might
swoop down ingide it, with dis-
astrous consequences. I should
like here to pay tribute 7to the
Commandos of the one-man ato-
rocket squadrons who caused so
much damage to the space-ship
stations; they showed the same
splendid courage as their rude
forefathers of World War Two
in their- attacks on the heavy-
water installations.”

Discussing the part played by
the Army, the. writer goes on:
“When the enemy after a pro-
longed bombing offensive on the

territories of North Africa, which
were undefended by zeugma-ray
screen, occupied them with
parachute troops, our Infantry
from their bases in East Africa
had an opportunity of .showing
their mettle. .

“The most important weapon
of the war, there is no doubt,
was the old-fashioned :303 rifle
firing atomic shells. WhenI was
a young soldier it would have
seemed wunbelievable that one
day a single man standing up
with a clumsy, old-fashioned
rifle would be able to destroy a
vast block of buildings or a
concrete fortification, But des-
pite opposition from the hide-
bound who whined that the
atomic rifle-shell was mnot - so
‘humane’ as the old bullet, the
Army went right ahead.

_ "Our tactics, evolved on the
training grounds of Dartmosr,
the Lake District, Salisbury
Plain, and other beauty spots,
were far more. suited to this

Royal Army Air Service Corps

type of warfare than the ene-
my's. Our fighting line consisted
of two Infantrymen every quar-
ter of a mile with reserves the
same distance behind. The fatal
radius of an atomic rifle shell is
200 vyards, so closer concen-
tration would, it seemed to us,
merely lead to greater casual-
ties. The enemy, on the other
hand, stuck to the old fashioned
notion of concentrated fire-
power, and so, with this great
density of bodies, our well-train-
ed marksmen were able to
count on killing about a com-
pany of the enemy with . each
well-placed round. i

“The effect of the enemy's
fire was to. make radio-active
craters in front of his line, which
gave him little advantage be-
cause our Infantry found no

difficulty in moving through
them in their 'Betty Grables’, as
they called their close-fitting
anti-fission suits, and over which
the helicopters of the Royal
Army Air Service Corps could
hop lightly when the time came
for rear elements to advance.”

The writer believes the Infan-
try will have a major part to
play in the next war — for he
is sceptical about the ability of
the Concord of Nations, on its
artificial mid-Atlantic isles, to
promote lasting peace.

“Wherever.there are areas to
be occupied, civilians to control,
enemy to expel, there you must
have Infantry,” he writes. “In
World War Three the Infantry
were the omly real fighting
troops. The  Artillery, well
though it did its job, was really
only unskilled,' or at best semi-
skilled, labour working for the
Royal Atomic and Ray Engineers
and with the development of
close-range bombing by the tele-
controlled automata of the RAF -
its function -will die out. The
day of the tanks — which the
tradition-bound cavalrymen of
Whitehall until after hostilities
started, insisted must be retain-
ed — was soon shown to be
over, despite their fission-proot
armour, because the enemy had
no difficulty in begging them
down by blowing 50-foot deep
craters all round them.”

Paying tribute to some of the
ancillary services, the  writer
mentions the Long Range Enter-
tainments Group, which success-

<fully moved a company-of pier-

rots from the sands of Margate
to the sands of North' Africa;
No. 4 Himalayan Rest Camp,
where thousands of ray-happy
troops were nursed back to
health in the clean air of Mount
Montgomery (formerly Mount
Everest); the Royal Army Vete-
rinary . Corps, who so readily
adapted themselves to caring
for mechanical mules; the Ant-
arctic Draft Conducting Unit,
charged with the lonely job of
piloting Empire reinforcements
across Polar wastes; the plucky
NCO's of the Hypnotic Warfare
Branch, who by a cunning pro-
jection of television reduced
their opponents to a coma at
200 yards; the Perpetual Motion
Wing of the Royal College of
Scientists, whose members are
believed to have got within
measurable distance of a goal
unsuccessfully sought for cen-
turies; ana the back room boys
of the Bacteria Defences. on.
whose ingenious counter-meas-

ures the nation could confidently -

have relied had we been forced
into what the less responsible
newspapers persisted in dis-
missing as “the bug war bogey."”

“*Against the
walls, piloted and

into the

zeugma-ray
robot
aircraft, rockets and shells
dashed themselves and fell
North Sea..."”




el gales, ‘

On this Spartan site, sol-
diers’ sons from the age of
nine to 18 spend their school-
days. They wear military
uniform, with their fathers'
- regimental . badges on the
breast; their discipline is
organised on military  lines
and their ‘orders are ''pub-
lished” Army fashion; marks
towards the House Cham-
pionship shield are given for
drill and interior economy;
prefects wear NCO's stripes;
the staff is an Army staff and
the padre wears a DSO he
won in Burma. :

The school was' founded by
Royal Charter in the soft airs of
Chelsea, in 1801, with 150 boys
and 50 girls and expanded to a
total of 1250. In those days 6id a
- day was allowed for the rations

k¢ of each child and the staple drink
s was *small beer.. No more girls
& were admitted after 1840 and
¢ branches of the school in South-
ampton and the Isle of Wight
.weré closed down, The school
moved. to/ the vigorous sea-
breezes in 1909 and there it has

i
-

“Close the dtsengagedr'ye. Ign the top of the faresight in the
centre of the aperture...” Boy Owen of the Duke of York's
School is coached on the miniature range by CSM. Holsey.

The dining-room is as gbod as that of any publlé school and
.50 is the food. Boys in white aprons are dining-room orderlies.
Below: The prefects take their tea at their own fable at the head
- of the panelled dining-room. Behind them are *the school
, sporting trophies andonthe walls are cricket and football regords.

Y

 THE BRAVE”

ON the grassy cliff-tops behind Dover Castle stands

'[],F

Britain’s most, wind-swept school. It is the Army's
school for its sons — the Duke of York's Royal Mili-
tary School —and round its red-brick buildings whistle the
cold winds from the North Sea and ‘the capricious Channel

separate boarding-houses, work-
shops, gymnasium, swimming-
bath and all the other places
needed by a modern school.

The buildings and the educa-
tional and training programmes
have kept up with the times,
The school, -against a military
background, can give 'a boy a
normal academic education of
the type he would get in a
grammar school, or a secondary
education with a technical bias,
In addition, he can take his Army
certificates,

In the junior school are about
50 boys of nine and ten and the
main school has 400, aged from
11 to 15. About 30 boys each
year are picked for higher
education and stay on until they
are  18. Education, board and
uniform are free.

About eight in every ten of the
boys leaving the school go into
the Army. ose who leave at
15 mostly enlist as bandboys or
go to Army technical scheols.
Those who stay until they are
18 may sit for scholarships to
Sandhurst,

All the boys are sons of WO’s,
NCO’s and men, or of officers
who enlisted as regulars in the
ranks before being commissioned.
When there are vacancies, pre-
ference is given to. boys whose
fathers were killed in battle.
Among the boys now ‘at the
school are Thomas Wakenshawe
of Newcastle-on-Tyne, son of the
VC whose terribly-injured body
was found on the gun he had
fought until he died, and 13-year-

‘'old Arthur Evans of Guildford,

son of the late Sjt. Arthur Evans,
VC, DCM.,

The “Dukies’, as the boys are
known, are proud of the war
record of their old boys. During
World - War Two, 300 of them
served as officers, 108 with field
rank. One, Lt-Gen. Sir Archibald

' Nye, now Goverror of Madras,

was Vice-CIGS,

A contemporary of Gen. Nye -
as a "Dukie"”, Mr. J. McCarthy,
recalls that like many of ' the
senior students before 1914, Nye

. planned to become an Army

schoolmaster and ‘when war

‘broke out he became a serjeant

in thée Corps of Army School-
masters, later going to the In-
fantry.

“In those days”  says Mr.
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“Dukies” have to read their Orders like any other
* soldiers. Before Orders were published,.a boy sent to
Coventry as a punishment would get into further
trouble because he would not hear. verbal orders.

McCarthy, “the boys who were
training to be teachers, the Mo-

nitors, used to hold their own ,

courts-martial and punish their
own crimes. The most common
pumshments were. 'bumps’ - and
“slaps,” but in extreme cases a
man might' be sent to Coventry.
“That was very rare and I only
knew it happen once. Being sent
to Coventry was a very severe
punishment because orders were
issued verbally and the man in
Coventry wouldn't receive them,
so” he got into more trouble.”
Once a year the school has its

. Grand Day, when the boys turn

out on geremonial parade before
receiving their prizes for the
year. On this day the old boys
turn up in force and last year
Field-Marshal Montgomery, who
presented the prizes inspected a
parade of scores of old boys who
included privates and brigadiers
and ex-BSM, A. J. Davis of
Dover who left the school to go
into the Army 63 years ago.
Hero of the day was 1B-year-
old Peter Cartwright, chief school
prefect, who collected from F-M.
Montgomery the Duke of York's
Silver Medal for Good Work and
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Good Conduct and the Victor
Ludorum cup.

Peter, who hopes to go to
Sandhurst, is the son of a major
in the Royal Scots Fusiliers and
has a brother who was commis-
sioned into the same regiment
and seconded to the Indian
Army.

“I don't think I shall go to the
RSF. Two 'of a family is enough
for one regiment,” says Peter,

Peter reports that there is
not nearly so imuch student-
imposed punishment as there was
in. Mr, McCarthy's day. The new
boy gets from his seniors much
the same sort of ragging as he
would in any other school, hut
with a military angle, and
instructions to whitewash the
Lastt Post are issued pretty
regularly. Which goes to show
that boys are boys even when
they are in khaki.

The Army's attitude to the
boys was summed up by F-M.
Montgomery when he said, in his
Grand Day speech: "I think that
by coming to see you here I can
repay something of the debt that
I owe to yourfathers who fought
with me.”

British Army and second son of George III, was, one of the. |

,\_ Army’'s great benefactors.

' IELD-MARSHAL FREDERICK, Duke of York, C-in-C. of the g
“
iy

Towards the: end of the
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distressed. by the large numbers of neglected children who
were orphans of soldiers, Mainly through his work the Royal
Military ‘Asylum, which later became the Duke of York's
School, was iounded and he laid the foundation-stone in 18{)1.

The Duke, "big, burly, loud, jolly, cursing and courageous,”
was one of the most popular men.of his day, generous and
never known to break a promise.

Once he quarrelled with a Colonel Lennox and said (as a
good many NCO's have said since) that he did not ‘want his
rank to protect him. So a duel was arranged to take place on-
. Wimblédon Common. Lennox fired first and his ball grazed
the Duke's side-curl; the Duke did not fire &nd his second
reported that he did not intend to fire.

The Duke of York often visited his school and talked of the
pupils as “my children." When he died, in 1827, 1000 boys
from the school went to his lying-in-state, carrying their
standards and led by their band which had muffled drums.

It was he who abblished the most absurd military dress in
Europe and gave the British soldier something to wear that
was easy and comfortable. He raised the soldier's pay.

eighteenth century he was

. of windows an
| Below: "Field-Marshal ‘Montgomery inspected the boys
~ -at their ldst Grand Day and said afterwards if was
: 'he best . parade he had seen since the war.

In the handicraft shop an instrucior demonstrates
*‘the one and only correct wayto use atenon saw.”
Note the “'Dukie's” web belt and issue braces.

It looks like trlganomeh'y Like good students
anywhere, if they don't quite understand first go,
"Duklas" ask for an exira explanation after class.

. The bungalow- dype dormitories are well spaced-out huve plenry :

are brightened by gaily-patterned bedspreads.
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the boys fill in the gaps in
their general education.
Left: Those boys who need
them get extra milk and
cod-liver oil and maltfrom
one of the sisters in the
school hospital. Recipient
here is14-year-old Dennis
Boyle, smallest ‘boy in
the school. Below: Dennis
Boyle again, this time
etting a piece of cake
rom General Sir lan
Hamilton on the Gen-
eral’'s  95th
Each year the General
has 25 Gordon Boys
to his birthday party.

L ——

Above: In the classrooms.

birthday. .

ALANCED |

AJOR-GENERAL Charles George Gordon was a great |

soldier and administrator as well as a humanitarian.

He first saw active service as a junior officer in the RE in i

the Crimea and then went to China.

"THEIR HERO IS

appropriate is the Gordon Boys’ School at Chobham,

OP all the memorials to great British soldiers, the most

in Surrey.

Major-General Charles Gordon, who was murdered at
Khartoum in 1885, had given his leisure and his pay to

working for his "“scuttlers,” as he called them —the dead--

end kids of ‘his day — a..d so his' memorial took the form of
a school for boys who were “‘necessitous, of sound physique
and of good character,” to give them practical vocational

training.

The 240 Gordon boys' wear a
walking-out uniform of blue
tunic, Gordon tartan trews and
tartan Glengarry and a working
dress. of corduroys. They salute
their officers, stand to attention
when they speak to their instruc-
tors, lay out their kit like soldiers,
parade for lessons and meals. The
commandants have all been di-
stinguished soldiers and the pre-
sent one, Brigadier F. A. Hilborn,
was formerly commandant of the
Army Technical School.

Boys enter the school between
the ages of about 13 and 15!/s,
roughly school-leaving time, and
gaps in their general education
are filled. For vocational training
they can learn to be fitters and
blacksmiths, motor-mechanics,
carpenters, bootmakers, or tailors
—or work in the school bakery
or kitchens, on building main-
tenance or in the fields and
piggeries, always under experts.

This type of training has two
advantages: for the boys, it is
practical apprentices’' training;
for the school, which is not very
wealthy, it produces all the boys'
uniforms’' and boots, much of
their food and workers for the
bakery and kitchen, The school
also operates its .own drainage
and sewage farm and its own
electricity plant.

The boys' military training
includes firing on a miniature
range and work to Certificate
“A"; some also take a technical
course. The school also forms

“B" Company eof the 2nd. Cadet
Battalion,* The Queen's Royal
Regiment, and is one of the most
efficient companies in the Army
Cadet Force. That the boys make
smart soldiers was confirmed at
an Aldershot War Savings week
when, having watched a march-
past which included Royal Navy,
Brigade of Guards and line units,
the District Commander told
reporters the smartest man on
parade was the Gordon Boys'
pipe-major. ;

And the results they achieve?

The boys are free to choose
their own careers, but 1800 of
them have gone straight into the
Army on regular engagements,
800 of them as bandsmen; there
are believed to be only two
regiments in the British Army
which have not had ex-Gordon
Boys in their bands. Every six
months some of the boys sit in
competitive = examinalion = for
entry to the Army Technical
School and the Gordon Schoel
has never yet had a failure in
the examination. A number of
the boys join the Army some
time after leaving the school;
substantia) numbers go into the
Royal Navy, Royal Marines or
Merchant Navy; fewer join the
RAF or the regular Colonial
Forces. A

The Commandant reports that
there is no difficulty in finding
jobs for the boys who' go into
civilian life; employers who have
once taken Gordon Boys ask for

GORDON

more. The school does not forget
them when they leave (normally
at about 17, or 171/s if they go
into the Forces as men).- They
go from Chobham with a com-
plete civilian outfit and tools if
needed. When necessary, they
can receive bursaries tor further
training. The school sees they
have a good place to live gives
them an introduction to a local
boys' club gives them a grant if
their starting wages are not
enough for a8 decent standard of
living And, on leave, they can al-
ways find a welcome at Chobham.

Money for all this comes from
the earnings of the school's
capital and from gifts, mahy of
which ate made by units and
formations of the Army, ships
and stations of the Royal Navy
and from the RAF. Fees don't
matter; some of the boys' parents
help towards their mainténance
while they are at Chobham, but
the school’s main interest is to
see the boys get what they need.

In its early days, the school
was a place of Spartan living
and punishments included spells
in cells that are narrower and
drearier than those of any Army
guardroom., Today the cells are
used as an armoury, punishment
is more like that of a public
school, living conditions are
more comfortable and a visitor
soon senses that the school is a
happy place.

Outside working hours, the
boys can spend their time in a
big gymnasium in which they
have just built themselves a new
stage from salvage material,
or the swimming bath, the library,
the = billiard-room, which has
three tables, or the canteen
where they can have free tea and
sahdwiches every evening and
three free cinema shows a week,

Newcomers get 3d a week
pocket-money, with another 3d
for each good conduct stripe

The school cap-badge, with
its ‘‘Ever Faithful'' motto, is

kept as brightly-polished
as any regimental badge.

(they can earn one every six
months), Lance-Corporals get 9d
a week Cotporals 1s 8d, serjeants
2s, and the Colour-Serjeant, who
is the head boy, gets 3s. Unlike
the Army, the Gordon School
pays for good conduct stripes for
all NCO's. Many of them also
get pocket-money from relatives.
In addition, boys are given de-
ferred pay at a rate which gives
them about £5 when they leave.
In the chapel, where the school
standatd is the centre of a
cteremony each Sunday, is a book
of Remembrance, recording the
names of old boys who fell.
Above the altar hang the two
flags of Gordon's Chinese "Ever
Victorious Army,” while in the
school memorial hall are a
number of other Gordon relics —
his regalia as the only white
Mandarin of China the cane he
carried in battle which was
known to the Chinese as his
magic wand, his prayer-book,
dog-eared at the page on which
is printed ‘his favourite hymn,

“Abide with me,” now ' the
school sond.
But the memorial Gordon

would himself have appreciated
is in the happy faces of the
boys themselves and in the re-
cords of the old boys — the
"scuttlers’” who made good.
RICHARD ELLEY.

CROSSWORD

19. Milder.

20. | own a = Scoftish
island.

21. Rude about you, but
a compliment to a
donkey (two words).

DOWN :

2. Go faster than. -

3. Aprospector mightdo
this to his ¢laim, or
a housewife to her
laundry (two words).

. A triple crown.

. Means “work’’ to sur-
geons , and armies.

. Happen to.

. Fall.

. Starts badly, but is
altogether genuine.

s
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ACROSS:

1. He comes from the same country as
you: if he's the last seven |etters he's loyal
to it; if the last four, a theatrical success.
7. A doe’s Husband. 8. Stick announces
that BC's past. 9. Land of the coolibah 18
tree. 13 and 14. “Dun tie” (anay.).

16. What Adam said when he hadn’t

the time (three words).

. Rubbish.

. The lion star.

. Stevenforhappenings.
Cheek, courage or
what makes your toes
waggle.

. Silence! For a game
of cards.

PR VT S
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{Answers on Page 35)

1. Who is this character
and in which comic
strip does he upﬁeor?

2. What does this head-
line (in the Glasgow
Herald) mean:
WOMAN GAOLED /
FOR RESET.

3. Only one of these state-
ments is true: = which?

The Duke of Windsor is
a field-marshal;

Frank Owen edits The
Daily Herald;

Mr. Attlee is MP for
Hoxton;

The Home Secretary ap-
points the Film Censor.

4, Which of these is an

5. Ajeep in Britain is licensed
" at the rate of 6 hp; 16 hp;
26 hp; 36 hp. Which?

6. Which two books by
Dickens have recently been
filmed in Britain?

How Much Do You Kinow?

10. If @ man's name ends in

. The Tropic of Cancer is an

. If a salesman sold you a

“intruder’: RENLEAVE,
SEWLROM, SEALF, LIAP,
FARLEAF?

. Only one of these words

Fathet heard = his
childven scream,
So ke threw them in
the stream,
Saying, as he droun-
ed the third,
'Children should be
seen, not keard."”

"ski’’ he is probably a Rus-
sian or a Pole. What na-
tionality. is he if his name
ends in (a) “escu’; (b)
“poulos.”

imaginary line girdling
the earth in the northern
hemishpere. What is the
name of the equivalent
line in the southern hemi-
sphere?

sheet of canvas covered
with a thick layer of
oxidised linseed o¢il, what
would you be buying?

appears in the Concise
Oxford Dictionary:Popsy-
wopsy; buffin; tuotsie; frat.

There are three billiard tables of differenf sizes in
. the billiard-room. Boys start on the smallest, /
' graduate through the second to the full-size table.

- : Can you guess which it is?
In the Memorial .Hall boys examine a sword and 7. Cumulus is (d) a Stock 14. Displayed below you can
a dervish shield. Behind them is a valuable cabinet _E;(chcmge term: (b) a type see:
presented to Gordon by the Emperor of China.. of cloud; (¢) a vegetable; A war deg's kit lay-out.
: (d) a Roman burial-place? Torturer's appliances

| from Buchenwald.
8. Who is the Cavudillo? Personal relics of Frederick

military backwater, and here, in the slums, he began his work
| among the under-nourished, verminous boys of the back
| streets. He washed, fed and sheltered them, gave them
B i lessons in his Ragged School, spoke to them of religion and
|
|

5
&

¢

{

o]

t"; For six years he was stationed at Gravesend. It was a
l»‘

2

¥

taught them a trade. |

i
¢ i i i the Great
| In the service of the Khedive of Egypt he went twice to | 9. Can you name the author 3 Gk
I || the Sudan and spent his time trying to bring health and hope Lﬁ Iwho Popuiar‘l'sed'k Ruf’t\- \Groom g:)ul:fit in the Royal
‘ | to the Sudanese. He found himself in conflict with Europeans i r"IIS I_lhy-mes like the Which? ables.
| who were trying to make money out of the country, he fought ollowing: ichi

{ Answers on Page 35)
usurers to whom the Khedive owed money were fighting him. \ i
Next he went to China and averted a Chinese-Russian war;

1 and in South Africa he made peace with the Zulus.

‘ ! the Abyssinians and the slave-traders, while in Cairo the

Finally he went back to the Sudan a third time, at the
request of the British Government, to evacuate the British
i  and the garrison, as the country was in revolt. He was cut off

P i in Khartoum by the Dervish hordes and held out for nine =
i months, then his garrison ws‘p overpowered and Gordon was |
| murdered. Two days later a badly-commanded relief ex-
pedition sighted the city.

e
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“He's from the War Office, and wanis to kriow
if you get your copies of SOLDIER regularly.”




ancient arches frame G

"l]t’_ll])"

British

Iroops

> wernment House
MNicosia, capital of Cyprus and familiar

m

Middle

Easi.

like olde worlde England -~ bui the are yp-to-

wuntry cottages on L rd Portal's estate in Free Folk
Village, Hampshire. They are net the homes of an artists’
colony, or stockbrokers’ week-end retreats; they are gen-
uvine farm workers' cottages with modern interiors.

evening on the Maohne e, Germany, with scarce
ly a breath of wind to ripple the water. the little
sailing hoats ara moored with their  canvas
up. q fu by 1. Hayward : L Car  Unil.)




COVER
SOLDIER

Infantryman of the Royal Berkshire Regiment stood on
the top of monastery-capped Mandalay Hill looking
down at the pagodas of Mandalay.

For the last four days he had fought for that view from the
hill, and that morning had helped mop up the last suicide
parties of Japs who had held out in the hill's large concrete
tunnel and solidly built shrines.

a. BOUT midday on 12 March 1945 a grey and battle-ﬂlthy

Mandalay meant a lot to him
"as he slood resting on his rifle

. watching the first artillery shells

attempt to breach the 45ft.-thick
walls of mediaeval Fort Dufferin,
' Mandalay’s strong-point, for it
meant the climax of a 500-mile
fighting march from the Assam-
Burma border and another step
nearer home. As his tired eyes
watched the shell bursts an Army
photographer took his picture.

A month later it appeared on

- the back pages of the press at

home then headlining news like
“On To Berlin: Non-stop."” Below
the photograph appeared his
name — Pte. A. Brain, Banbury,
Oxford — but the picture was
there to stand for every fighting
man on the then overshadowed
Burma Front, Brain's local news-
paper reported ''Banbury Man in
Mandalay,” mentioned the school
he came from, and said that he
had played left-half for Middle-
ton Cheney village football team,

Then his photograph appeared
again, front-paged in ‘SOLDIER,
which said: “In the midst of our
many preoccupations™ here in
BLA, among our thoughts of
leave and home and a rest from

the wearying struggle, there is

space—and a goodly space—
for Pte. Brain ... For him the
task is not yet ended.”

But there were two people who
saw Pte. Brain not as a signi-
ficant symbol but as a man. They
were Pte. Brain's parents. Plump,
cheerful Mrs. Brain was making
breakfast when a neighbour
rushed in shouting. '*Mrs. B, your
son's picture is in the paper.”
Mrs. Brain looked at the paper,
cried. “Oh, my God, it's our
Albert!”, shouted for Father and
rushed for her spectacles just to
make sure. \

Albert himself saw his photo-
graph in the Army newspaper
SEAC in a page of pictures
headed "Fourteenth March Into

See the right-hand picture above the mantelpiece? It was
a great day when a neighbour rushed in at breakfast and
cried, “Mrs. Brain, your son's picture’s in the paper!”

On one side was
the caption “The Geueral,” with
a picture of Lieut-General Slim

Mandalay."

underneath, and on the other
side “The Soldier" —Pte. A. Brain,-
of Banbury, Oxford. But Brain
never appeared in the triumphal
march through Mandalay's streets,
for three days after the picture
was taken he went into- hospital:
with bamboo poisoning. ree
months later he was: fighting
again on the Toungoo-Mawchi
road, and it was here on 16 August
that he learnt the news he had
long awaited. “This is it. This
is the end of the war,” he read

' in SEAC. “Now the blood can

stop and Man return Lo his home
from:killing . . " :

Albert has been home lor a
year now. He slipped back into
his home as if he had only been
away for an evening down at
the local. When he landed in
England he telegraphed his
parents that he was on his way
home. All day they waited and
then when it was late in the_
night and there was no sign of
him, they put the door on the
latch as they had always done
before he went away, left his
supper out on the table and went
to bed. Some time after midnight
Albert came in, dumped his kit
down, ate his supper and went
quietly up to his room. Next
morning his father' spotted his
kit, rushed wupstairs and saw
Albert asleep.

The first real night at home he
"had a quiet evening with Ma
and Pa down at the pub.” He
took his full leave, "taking. a
good look around the piace and
having a drink in the evening”
then got'a job as a workman
with the Corporation. Packing

Above: Private Albert Brain, of
Banbury, resting on Mandalay

Hill nearly two years ago,
made SOLDIER's cover picture.

Left: And this is Mr, Albert
Brain, of Banbury today. He
works in a brewery and
gets six free pints dally.

that up, he found another job in
an installation works pulling
down machinery, and later took
a job in a malt-house of a
brewery where he intends to
settle. He gets six free pints of
beer a day. In September he
married a girl named Nelly and
he lives with her in her mother's
small house. The waiting lists
for a‘house are too long and he
doesn't want a pre-fab, so he's
happy at the montent to stay
where he is.

Albert doesn't talk very much
and perhaps he hasn’t got a lot
to say. On the fighting-in Burma
and the present conditions at
home he makes no comment at
all, his lips just come together
in a puckered-up smile that says
a lot. If you press him for his
views on our intended with-
drawal from India, he will say
that taking our troops away is
a mistake, and reckons that the
Indians will fight among them-
selves if given Home Rule—
“they're that sort of people.”
Except for periodic pains behind
the eyes —a souvenir from Burma
— Albert appears to have put the
last six vyears well behind him,
Once more he plays left-half for
Middleton Cheney and he has.
slipped back to his old life in
Banbury where he was born and

‘bred and hopes {o stay.

But perhaps Albert the Infan-
tryman, the man who once typi-
fled the fighting spirit of the
Burma soldier. has slipped back
too quietly. Maybe' the world
needs to know more of what he
thinks — if he would talk., If it
slowed itself down lo an Infantry-
man's pace and reflections it
might learn something even from

his silences. |
JACK PARKER.



Sexlessness was the keynote of the uniforms
worn by women's services about 1914
Observe the gaiters. Todgy's ATS girl

(right) smiles. She just can’t

help it.

1938. FANY’s, seen par-
\ aded here, were proud

R R S LI N R

Women's uniforms had
come d long way by

of their leather belts,

THERE'S A @28 ATS UNIFORM ON THE WAY

them feel smart and soldierly; others have complained
that it distorted their very creditable figures,

Some men have enthused
over its military neatness and
said it made their girl-friends
look like film-stars; others
replied that their girl-friends
in uniform looked like over-
stuffed armchairs and as
broad-beamed as a tank-
transporter.

Lord Mancroft, in the House of
Lords, recently asked: “In the
name of common decency, hu-
manity and justice, cannot the
ATS have a new uniform?” and
added: “The present humilitating
combination of sackcloth and
sandbag has been designed, I
think, by a man who must have
been crossed in love when young
and was determined to get his

Hands-in-pockets  serjeant of
just-before-the-war. Soon after-
wdrds a high-level decision
raised skirts to a higher level.

own back on the whole female
sex. Unfortunately, the measure
of his success is reflected in the

« recruiting figures.”

At the War Office an ATS of-
ficer refused to be drawn on the
subject, but commented on Lord
Mancroft's speech “No one has
been so insulting before.* What-
ever effect the uniform has had
on recruiting figures, in the past
the ATS has seen no cause to be
ashamed of it and proudly illu-
strated it on at least one recruit-
ing poster.

But now steps are to be taken
to produce a new uniform for the
Service. First, one of London's
leading dress designers is to be
asked to produce his ideas on the
subject. Then girls and junior of-
ficers from the different com-
mands will be asked to give their
opinions on the designs. For a
while they will become tempo-

rary members of the Post-War

Dress Committee, until the com-
mittee decides which design to
submit to the Army Council, who
in turn will submit it to the King
for approval. All this s likely to
take months and manufacture of
the new uniform and disposal of
old stocks will take more months,
so it will be quite a while before
the new outfit is issued.

Meanwhile, ATS, like male sol-
diers, have a new incentive to
look after their uniforms. Instead
of getting everything issued free
from stores, they are receiving
allowances for the maintenance
and replacement of their clothes.
On joining, they will get a com-
plete kit and they will immediate-
ly start to draw either 2s3d or
1s 104d a week; the girls on the
lower rate will be those who do
most of their work in battledress
or overalls of various kinds. Batt-
ledress, slacks, - overalls, dun-
garees, leather jerkins and dri-
;.rers' gloves will still be issued
ree, ! -

While fashion artists are working out new
designs, SOLDIER's artist Eric Earnshaw
thinks a better-tailored version of the
existing pattern would offer no insult to the
female figure (though much depends on the
individual figure). That's a ma view:
what do SOLDIER's ATS readers think?
What is their idea of an ideal uniform?
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Look what happens—
when you end DRY SCALP!

No Dry Scalp on the right,
thanksto ‘ Vaseline’ Brand Hair
Tonic. His hair is healthy, easy
to comb. No dandruff. And
looks well dressed. You, too,

Is it the same man, in these two
" pictures ? Yes ! On the left he’s
got Dry Scalp. How untidy his
hair looks. He just can’t keep it
in place. And it’s dry and life-
less, with no gloss on it. Even
worse—bits of loose, scaly
dandruff keep showing in his
hair and on his coat collar, too.

can end Dry Scalp! Just
massage gently with this Tonic
Dressing every morning. Use
sparingly, supply is still short.

~Vaseline HAIR TONIC

ENDS DRY SCALP

1388F

Chesebrough Manufacturing Ca., Ltd.

' Generally speaking the &
VALUE of anything simply depends on
WHAT IT DOES—on how many times
—how many ways—and how quickly—
it can be of use to you. Everyone knows.
when they get GENUINE SERVICE, and
‘ASPRO’ is a world-wide success for
‘ASPRO’ brings help
—and brings it swiftly—in a hundred different
ways. It reduces feverishness, brings sweet sleep,

combats colds and 'flu, settles the nerves, soothes
It is of vital use to all,

that very reason.

away aches and pains.
regardless of class, colour or creed ;

all to.use, since it harms neither heart nor stomach.

WIFT-SAFE-EFFECTIVE
sSm/ mullions-Read these

CHILD’S FEVERISH-
NESS DISPELLED

8 Whitelocks Yard,
Trumpington,
Dear Sirs, \ Cambridge.

1 feel I must write to thank you for
the wonderful results your ‘ASPRO’
have given to my daughter. She had a
headache and was feverish, My wife

ve her half a tablet at 4.30 and at

.30 she was playing. It was wonderful.
I have taken them myself for 10 years,
also my wife. We are never without
them. -Yours truly,

FREDERICK THOS. ELBROW.

it is safe for

5
ume
.‘{eﬂ"‘ ;

A DOCTOR’S
APPRECIATION

Dear Sirs,- My wife has recently had a
sub-acute rheumatic infection of the
joints of the fingers. After taking
‘ASPRO" gr.V. (4 times daily) for two
days the condition began to subside and
she I$ now quite fit, Pain was relleved
almost at once. 1 shall certainly recom-
mend your product. ...... M.B., Ch.B

Made by ASPRO LIMITED, Slough, Bucks
From N.A.A.F.l, Canteens and
Chemists * Everywhere VX210

The polish of
Supreme Qqulify

In Block, Brown & Dark Brown

WHY NOT BE

A SALESMAN

with the aid of our
ESTABLISHED Appointments Service

and earn what you are worth by salary
amd commission in a healthy and inter-
osting carcer ! Previous experience is
not mecessary, You can qualify by
spare-time postal study for infroductions
to salaried posts, Our Appointments
Department has filled hundreds
of wvacanclies with Attwood-trained
men, Now s the time to prepare for
the cotning demand for trained Sales-
men. Send the coupon TU-DAY for

ree Book outlining the opportunities
for you.

Seloct @ PROVED Service

The Wallace Attwood College ‘offers
you specialised Training and Appoint-
ments Serviee based on over 25 years’
experience In assisting thousands of
men into successful selling careers, Our
extensive connections with Business
Firms throughout the country is at
your service.

The College is recognised by Business
Firms as the leading Sales Training
organisation in this country. During
the first seven months of 1946, they
placed more than 500 salaried sales
vacancies with our Appointments De-
partment, for the benefit of Attwood-
trained men.

SALES MANAGEMENT
AND EXPORY

If you already have extensive selling
or export routine experience, why not
qualify as a Sales Manager or Export
Manager by passing the examinations
of the Incorporated Sales Manager’s
Assoclation or Institute of Export?!
Bend coupon’ for details. Attwood
students have frequently secured more
succeeses in the I.8.M.A. examinationg
than those from all other schools
combined.

PROOF of positions secured

““Through your guidance and intro-
duction I have been appointed Sales
Reprepentative to Messrs, .. .o..v000s
the well-known food producers. The
prospects, are excellent.” R.A

““Because of what I learned through .
my studies ¥ have been successful
with every Sales Manager I have met,
1 have not had one refusal. I have been
able to choose the job 1 doslreg.“; &

“I secured the position with Messrs.
A B [ e e S All the positions
you have introduced me to have been
reputable firms and carried a good
salary besides commissien.” G.W.P.

“This is to confirm my appointment
with MOnsrss v o7 ios sobssene o May
I thank you for the introductions that
enabled me to secure the post.”
A.H.M.

POST THIS COUPON
TO-DAY

Please send free detalls of: —

(n) Salesmanship
(b) Sales Management
(e) Export

(Cross out two)

INBEDE i o e s boiswats e

112 A ..

srreastan Y

WALLACE ATTWOOD COLLEGE Ltd.

Dept. 1124, 8, Southampton Rew, London, W.

WC.1
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EEP in the Malayan jungle an'Army captain had a
D dream. It was one of those recurring dreams, It pers- T H E CA PTAI N B U I LDS

v v
gl

isted even when he had to get out of Singapore pretty

Corps, a New Zealander who had indulged in the expensive

quickly, and during an adventutous voyage to Ceylon.
The captain wgs Colin Strang, of the Royal Army Service Hls OWN SPRINT CAR

sport of racing at Brooklands in pre-war days.  And his vision BY ARC H I1E QUICK

was cheap motor racing.

With  wvictory over Japan
achieved he retutned to England
to find that others were of his
way of thinking too; and so today
we find him, settled comfortably
as a business man near Wembley
Stadium, a leading competitor in
the Royal Automobile Club's
Half-litre class.

First let me hark further back

than Malaya. Captain Strang, a
farmer in New Zealand, arrived

In England in 1934 and for the ™-

five years before the war drove
on the Brooklands bowl. When
the Munich Crisis came he offer-
ed his services and was called
tip in the Emergency Reserve in
1939. After training on Salisbury
Plain, he found himself in Malaya
in 1941 with 41 Combined MT
Depot and later with an L of C
unit on the Siamese border. Then
on 15 Feb. 1942 Singapore fell, and
Strang, with a second lieutenant
and two serjeants escaped from

the docks in a native junk boat -

to Sumatra. By easy stages he got
to Java in a cruiser, and later
with other troops was carried in
a Yangtse River steamer to
Colombo, arriving safely only
after an encounter with a Japans
ese submarine. For the rest of the
war he trained Tamils in Ceylon,

Back in England as a director
of Strangs’ Garage, Watford

" Road, Harrow, he thought again

of his idea of cheap motor racing,

f F L A SH B AC K to Shelsley Walsh, British drivers’ favourite
: hill ¢climb: Rulmond Mays streaks for the
summitin hisERA The Strang Special will be performing there this year.
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. Continuing

THE CAPTAIN BUILDS
HIS OWN SPRINT CAR

and was delighted to find that the
Royal- Automobile Club had in-
stituted a 500 cc class— that is
half-litre class — which is known

in International circles as the "I |

class. At once Strang, his co-
director Mr. G. Mullett, and an
assistant, Mr. N, Shorrock, began
to build the light car with the
motorcycle engine you see illus-
trated here. And in 1948, the
season of the “I" Class's incept-
ion, it won seven races in seven
starts! In hill climbs and sprints
it was unbeatable.

At .the Vintage Sports Car
Club's meeting at Prescott near
Cheltenham, for instance, it made
the fastest time out of an entry
of 90. Because of its. ease of
manueuvre and acceleration it
waltzed away from large super-
charged cars (it is not super-
charged itself) and covered a
half-mile course of hair-pin
bends, twists and turns and a
gradient of sometimes one in six
in 5298 seconts—an average
speed of approximately 35 miles
per hour. On the flat it has
achieved 100 miles per hour and
yet it is so light that I lifted it by
its wheels and 8o small that you
car trail your hand on the ground
as you sit in the midget bucket
seat,

Known as the "Strang 500, it
is 8ft 6ins long overall, and less
than 4ft wide. It weighs S5cwt and
yet develops 43 horse-power.. It
was built in four months in the
owner's garage "backroom', with
plenty of late-night overtime. And
it became the pioneer of many,
for there are now 67 such “babies”
registered in the "I" Class. It does
18 miles to the gallon, but be-

The Strang Special

the chain drive, the moforcycle engine — and the megaphone . exhaust.
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cause of the short courses for
which it is used its petrol con-
tainer is a minute affair containing
a concentrated pure wood alcohol
fuel known as metanol. The car
is chain-driven and has a mega-
phone exhaust which has to be
heard to be believed. And it all
works on a motorcycle enginel
Last season the car had a
detachable steering column, but
a permanent one is now fixed.
Talking technically — for you
knowledgeable ones—the car

The petrol pumps of 'Captain Strang's .garage
serve as a useful measure of the size of the car.

s CAR AL s |
il . T

has an HRD single-cylinder
motorcycle engine carried in a
substantial cradle at the rear of
an old Fiat chassis. Power is
transmitted via a motorcycle
type four-speed gear-box, which,
«in turn, arives the rear axle
through a chain. The frame,
steering and front suspension
were all_taken from the chassis
of the Fiat. The steering is in
the very nose of the car roughly
two and a quarter turns for full
lock.

stripped: showing the unusval back axle suspension, E

Tuning a sprint car involves long hours
in the workshop. The engine is from
an: HRD single-cylinder motorcycle.

Much ingenuity went into the
Strang Special. The road wheels
began their life with a Morris
Minor but now have new hubs
with three fixing studs and new
rims to take motorcycle tyres.
The detail of the rear axle was
particularly difficult to arrange.
As it stands now, the driven
sprocket is secured to a sub-
stantial fabric universal joint.

All four brakes are hydraulic-
ally operated from the pedal
through a master cylinder in the
nose of the chassis. There is an
additional control by lever oper-
ating the same shoes. Morris
Minor brake drums are used for
the rear axle and Fiats for the
front; the latter are of smaller-
diameter. !

The car has a simple light alloy.
body designed to give minimum

head resistance, with two side
“ducts carrying air for cooling

the cylinder. Additional tubular
cross-members stiffen the frame,
two of them carrying” the com-
plicated but rigid mounting for
the engine and its gear box. Two
other tubular members follow
the body line, one behind the
instrument board and the other
behind the driving seat, serving
in some parts as "rolling" bars.
Where the section of metal could
not be reduced a number of holes
have been drilled to save every
ounce of weight, and much in-
telligent use has been made of
light alloys in suitable places.

And so Captain Strang's dreams
project themselves to this coming
summer season and further
triumphs. On those delightful
wooded spurs of the Cotswolds
where Prescott and Shelsley
Walsh Hill Climbs are held, he
looks forward to pitting his mid-
get chr against those of driving
giants like Raymond Mays; and
does so with abundant confidence
in this child of his construction.



And men in BA.OR.
are luckier than most
- fellows because sup-

! plies of Brylcreem for
B.A.O.R, are still gett-
ing priority through
N.AAFIL, YMCA,
etc, But even this
concession  cannot
satisfy the demand for
Brylcreem so, when .
you get a bottle,
please use it sparingly

County Perfumery Co., Lid., Honoypof Lane, Stanmore, Middlc

SUBSCRIPTION
RATES

Post Free. Payable in Advance
IS R S
One Quarter - - 13 0

HaIf.Yenr il - | 60
One Year - - 212 0

THESE RATES DO NOT APPLY
TO THE COLONIES OR CANADA ~

Try a cupful of “Ovaltine" also
at bed-time, Taken just before you
turn in, it will assist you to relax,

much to ensure' a really good
night’s sleep, Remember to order
“Ovaltine" at your canteen,

soothe body and nerves, and do

EMBERS of all Services appreciate and enjoy the warming,
comforting nourishment of ‘‘Ovaltine"”. This delicious food be-
verage helps to ' build up health and vigour, and to maintain
cheerfulness and confidence throughout the most strenuous day.

For Health, Strength
and V'tallty

THE PAPER YOU CAN TRUST

12acl ol hEetwss

7ecs from /(o:ue ‘
CThe D ml@ Telegraph

o
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Mind your own
Guinness
He who takes what isn’t his’n,
When he’s caught should go to pris’n.
Since to Goodness he’s no claim,

Mine’s the Guinness, his the blame,

G,E.1289.Q

- how efficiently it does its work. .

Relief

from PAIN |

Anyone who has taken Phensic el rom

And, we might add, how safely
too! Phensic is perfectly

non habit-forming. As a remedy N E Unl TIS
headache, backache, lum-

Phensic both before and RH E UM ATI c
have the satisfaction of knowing that it is doing

be circulating in your blood. Get a supply of Phensic NOW :

to relieve pain will tell you
LUMBAGO
harmless to the heart, never SCIATI CA
causes digestive upsets, and is
for theumatic pain, nee- _NEURALGIA
bago, there is nothing to Toorn ACH E
surpass it, And if you take
B e e o ko PAIN'S
while Phensic is relieving your pain you can etc.
quite a bit to get rid of the cause—for by a gentle stimulus on
the kidneys Phensic helps to expel the poisons of painwhich may
The grand

pain-relieving tablet!

—and be ready when you need it.
beainable fromyour N.A, A, F.1I.
camrm aumv ch:mm

h

tonic

RIZLA

CIGARETTE PAPERS
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(IKIWT's
the polish
we all use
here . . ."”

“Take a tip from an old timer,
son, This KIWI-gives a gleam-
ing shine in half the time,
Not only that — it gives a
~ shine that you can bring up a
dozen times a day with just a
quick rub over . , ."
“Thanks for the tip, but
KIWD's already a “must” with
me. My old. man used it in
1914-18 and it's been a ia.mi!y

° KIWTI's rich waxes get right

KIWI BLACK

KIWI 'DARK TAN

Niso obtainable in OX BLOOD, TAN, LIGHT
TAN,
Patent Leather & Glace Kid, all colours.
Obtainable from Stores & Forces Camteens.

THE Kiwi PDIJSH co PTY.,, LTD, BRUMWILL ROAD, EALING, LONDON, W. S5

habit ever since. He suyl.

down into the pores of the
leather and help to preserve
it by keepingitsoftand pliable,”
“And how right he is, son.”

4 & 8"'“

BROWN  Transparent Dressing for



Any Advance On
24 Years
an RSM ~

ing that RSM. Brand of the Royal Military Academy was
the Army'’s senfor RSM, REME put forward the claim of its

S

own RSM, William Cook, MBE, MSM: 48 years' service in the
King's uniform; 24 years' service as an RSM.

No other contender for the
title has since come forward.

Not that RSM. Bill Cook wor-

ries much about it, "I don't pay

much attention to that sort of .

thing,” he will tell you in his
office at the REME Training Cen-
tre in Berkshire.

At 61, Bill Cook, well over six
feet tall, straight as the Guards-

Aunswers ——

(from Page 25)

HOW MUCH DO YOU KNOW?

1, Eric, in ** Just Jake" (Daily Mirror).
2, Reset is Scats word for receiving and
disposing of stolen goods, 8. The Duke of

(South-East Asia Land Forces): all the
others are abbreviations for Jeave
schemes, 5, 16 h, P. 6, Great Expectations,
Nicholas Nickleby. 7. A type of cloud.
8, The ‘‘Leader” of Spain; General
Franco. 9, Capt., Harry Graham, 10,
(a) Rumanian; (b) Greek, 11, Tropic of
Capricorn, 12, Linoleum, 18, Popsy-
wopsy, 14, A war-dog’s kit lay-out,

CROSSWORD

ACROSS: — 1, Compatriot, 7. Stag,
8. Adhere, 9, Australia, 13 and 14, United,
18, Not now Eve, 19, Meeker, 20 Iona,
21, Perfect ass,

DOWN: —. 2, Outrun, 3, Peg it, 4
 Tiara, 3, Operate, 6, Betide, 8. Autumn,
10, Sincere. 11, Rot, 12, Leo, 15. Events,
17, Nerve. 18, Whist,

Windsor iy a field-marshal, 4, SEALF }

man he used to be, looks 15
years younger than his age, “I)
do my physical jerks every morn-
ing," he says, “and last year I

took part in the REME Corps -

rifle championship, at Bisley."

.Bhooting has always been one of

his best accomplishments; in 1923
he was runner-up for the Rupell
Cup and won the RAOC cham-
pionship. ;

His first service was as a bug-
ler in the 2nd. Volunteer Batta-
lion of the Wiltshire Regt, from’
1899 to 1901,

Then he. joined the 3rd. Batta-
lion of the Coldstream Guards
and became an RSM. in 1915. In
1919, still as RSM, he transferred
to RAOC Headquarters and
stayed there until 1931, ‘when he
retired, to join the King's Body-
guard of the Yeomen of the
Guard, 1

When war broke out, RSM,

" Cock put on the RAOC - badge

but changed in 1942, when REME
was formed. He stays there until
June, when his two-year, volun-
tary deferment of release is up
and he leaves the Army again.

All Bill Cook has to show for
his services in World War Two
is a Defence Medal, He already
had both the MBE and the Meri-
torious Service Medal, before

SMALL TALK

DEBATES on the Army give
no excuse for using Army
expressions the Commons.
When Capt. G. R, Chetwynd
(Stockton<on-Tees) asked, ''Could
we be assured that there are no
people sitting on their backsides
in the War/Office who could be
out in the field doing training or
actual work?" hon. members

in

called “Order!” Captain Chet-
wynd served with the Royal
Army Education* Corps

During the Defence debate in
the House of Commons, Briga-
dier Head;, MP for Carshalton;
suggested that if the Ministry of
Defence wanted a badge, like
the one F-M. Montgomery intro-
duced at the War
Office, the Minister
“should have as his
emblem a buck
passant. ..,
for his motto he
should have the
two simple words
ad J'loc.";l 5

Searching a Croy-
don house for a
deserter, a police-
man saw a woman
sitting up in bed
in a peculiar way.
Under her, between
the springs and the
mattress, lying face

downwards, was the -

deserter,

has -*‘fathered’ 300,000 soldiers

world wars. His son is an Ordnance major. |
Right: RSM. .A. ). Brand reputedly has |
the most powerful voice in the Army |

1939, His earlier service also
brought him the World War One
Medals, Mention in Despatches,
the LSGC Medal, the Corona-
tion Medal and the Jubilee
Medal.

“The " youngsters coming into
the Army today are good stuff
so long as you know how to
handle them,"” is Bill Copk's
opinion. "It's acknowledged
that the old iron discipline could
only get the worst out of them.
They come' here. after years in
which, perhaps, they had no pro-
per home life, with their fathers
overseas and their mothers pro-
bably working. What they want
is fathering."

And Bill Cook knows all about-

fathering young ’soldiers. In
World War One, when he moved
around a bit, he handled about
200,000 soldiers; in World War
Two, when he was more static,
he handled about 100,000, and he

SOLDIER may be ordered Individ

RA

® Stamps cannol be accepied.

ADDRESS :—

.................

.....

Atthe ageof 1 RSM, WilllamCook‘(ubova) o
still does physical jerks every morning. He
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was an RSM. when the fathers of
some of the lads he trains today
were recruits. He has even more
intimate experience of fathering
soldiers than that: his only son
is a major in the RAOC,

When he comes out of the
Army in June, he will concen-
trate his energies on the King's
Bodyguard.

RSM. A T. Brand, MBE, who did
not, by the way, himself make
any claim to being the senior
RSM, is'the possessor of the most
famous voice in the Army. He
is. Regimental Serjeant-Major to
the new Royal Military Acade-
my at Sandhurst.
‘_Mr, Brand went to the old
RMC as a Grenadier Guards
CSM. in 1932, and has been RSM.
for mine years. During the war
alone when Sandhurst became
the home of 161 OCTU, over
28,000 learned their drill under
his supervision.

or in bulk on 6 or 12-month

TES - ¥

@ Subscription enquiries should
quote receipt number.

e

rmy Newspaper Unit, BAOR.

........................
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over 10,000

ONE HOUR
by Dr.

THIS WAS

The facts of social life in Egypt.

SINGAPORE:
A POLICE BACKGROUND
by R. Onraet :
The chief policeman tells the story of the Far East. 12/éd.

by Corporal Ada Cavadini
Hlustrated: she tells what she thinks of the Army

PALESTINE:

LAND OF BROKEN PROMISE
‘ by O.S.Edwardes
The story, The documents, The truth.

WHY WE LOST SINGAPORE '
by Dorothy Crisp

6/éd.

coples sold, 12/6d.
OF JUSTICE
Alport

8/éd.

THE A TS,

6/6d.

Two novels of Africa by an African the press name
“The Ernest Hemingway of Africo”

SONG OF THE CITY AND MINE BOY

by Peter Abrahams

8/6d.

GROSVENOR 1716

DOROTHY CRISP&CO LTD, 8 LANDSDOWNE ROAD

LONDON W1

) INTERNATIONAL CORRESPONDENCE

OFFER YOU SPARE-TIME

SCHOOLS

SPECIAL

Technical and Industrial
Courses of Instruction

Aeronautical Eng. Mechanical Drawing

Ajr-Conditioning Mechanical Eng.
Architecture Metal Mining
Boilermaking Motor Eng.
Bridge Eng. Motor Mechanio
Building Municipal Eng.
Chemical Eng. Plastics
Chemistry, I & 0. Plumbing
Civil Eng. Quantity
Coal Mining Burveying

. Concrete Eng. Radio hy i
Draughtsmanship Radio Service Eng.

(State branch) Refrigeration

Electrical Eug. Sanitary Eng.
Eng. Shop Practice Sheet-Metal Work
Fire Eng. Steam Eng.
Fuel Technology Structural Steel
Heating and Vent. Surveying
Highway Eug. (State branoch)
Hydraulic Eng. Telegraph Eng.
Industrial M’'ment Textiles

Internal-comb.Eng. Welding, )

TRAINING

FOR SUCCESS IN MODERN
BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY

Commercial and Academic

Accountancy Economies
Advertising . (General Education
Auditing | story ;
Book-keeping Journalism (Free
Business Lance)

Management Languages
Commercial Art Bales Management
CommercialT'ing Short Story Wrtg

Examinations

Nearly all the more important
Technical Examinations, and many Pro-
fessional, Commercial, apd Educational.

Marine Eng. Woodworking

: THOUSANDS OF
- AMBITIOUS MEN !
i HAVE SUCCEEDED |
i THROUGH I.CS5. |
i  HOME-STUDY |
i COURSES, SO ALSO
i CAN YOU.
i If you are willing to :
; devole some of your :
leisure hours to

Sfl.ldy, Name........
WE.-CAN i1 -
TRAIN YOU Address.....

 FOR SUCCESS |

The successful man DOES to-day
what the failure INTENDS dolr:g to-
morrow. Usée this coupon TO-DAY. |

CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOLS
Dept. 2M, International Buildings,

Please send me particulars of your Courses in

INTERNATIONAL

Kingsway, London, W.C.2

LETTERS

THE BUTTON

T have read with interest about
Mr. Bellenger's ‘‘unpolishable”
button (SOLDIER, April). I am
prepared to believe that it.is
indeed unpolishable, but as the
button is made of aluminium T
am wondering:

(r) Does it dent easily # If so,
this is going to be a bit of a
nuisance.

(2) Daes it scratch easily?
Aluminium is a soft metal.

Also, what happens on active
service ? Does the button have to
be “‘blacked out” ? — Pte, Hugh
McLean, Catterick Camp.

W The bulton is not yet out of the
experimental dage, Exhaustive lests
arve be.ng carvied ownl.

LUMP SUM

Can a regular going out on pension
commute part of that pension? —
Armr.-QMS. 8.D. Stone, 110 Sub
Workshop,

Y The Secretary for War told Par-
liament vrecently that a Service pen-

sstoner ~could commute part of his

pension for an immediale lump sum,
wunder Article 1174, Pay Warrant
1940, if he could satisfy the Commis-
stoners of the Royal Hospital, Chelsea
that it would be '‘a distinct and
permanent advantage’’ to him fo do so.
Applications should be addressed fo
the Commuissioners,

The Ouestibns You
Keep Asking

HESE are some of the
more frequent queries in
SOLDIER's postbag:

Q. Can a regular soldier
buy himself out?

A. No, The pre-war con-
cession which allowed this is
suspended, and the Secretary
for War has explained that the
manpower situation at present
is such that he cannot grant
the concession again.

Q. When will men who vol-
untarily deferred until general
demobilisation be able to go
oul? :

A. During the latter part of
1948. No officer or man will
be retained beyond 31 Decem-
ber 1948, (Statement by War
Secretary, 1 April 1947))

Q. Can a man in BAOR take
19 days leave aiter four months
on the understanding that his
next Jeave will be correspond-
ingly retarded to eight months?

A. Yes. If a vacancy exists
and if a man can be released.
Nobody can demand to be sent
on leave after four months; OC
unit decides according to the
military necessity at the time.
The BAOR leave entitlement
to privilege leave is 38 days
taken within any one period
of 12 months.

Q. What's the address of
the National Association for
Employment of Regular Sol-
diers, Sailors qnd Aifrmen?

* A, The address is 14, Howick
Place, London SW 1,
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MOTOR CYCLES..,

I want to get a motor cycle for use
in this theatre (BAOR). I hear onpe can
import cars into Germany from Eng-
land. Does this also apply to motor-
cycles? Can one also buy them 'in
Germany ? — Sgmn. G. K, Rothwell,
No. 1 Special Wirsless Regt.

v The question of bath tmpovis from
Britain and the purchase in Germany
of motur-cycles is under considevation.
Details will be issyed when availgble.

... HOME MADE

I own a motor-cycle. It is neither
German nor WD. It is a speedway
modél I haye built myself in my spare
time, and it has a very special alcohol
engine, Can 1 import it into Britain?
— 8pr. R. McKee, RE, 268 Bquadron
Armoured Engineers.

W The fact that you have built a
motor-cycle yourself does nol gxcuse
you from customs duty. You would
have to obtain an import licence from
the Board of Trade. If they grant one,

your mdchine is subject to custowns and
purchase tax unless you can prove that
the components arve British-made. And
the customs men have a prefly good
idea whether bits and pieces of motor-
cycles are made in Byitain orGevinany!
Your application for an imnport licence
should also include a cerlificate from
your CO. stating that the machine does
not include any WD. parts.

TIES

I have been reading your article on
regimental ties (SOLDIER February).
Where can I get a RE tie and scarf? —
L/Cpl. R. B. Walker, 121 BGH.

% From most men's ouifitters, but
supplies are shori and you also need
c‘oupgns.

THE KING'S MEDALS

Can you tell me the medal ribbons
worn by the King? I am having a
portrait painted of him .for our Mess.
— B/8jt. F. Lane, Tth Medium Regt,
RA.

GCB;, GCSI, GCMG, GCIE,
GCVO, GBE, r914—15 Star, General
Service Medal, Allied Victory Medal
with Mention, 1939—45 Star, Africa
Star, Italy Slar, Defence Medal, War
Medal, Queen Vicioria Diamond -
Jubilee, King Edward VII Coyonation
Medal, King Gearge V Coronation
Medat, King George V Jubilee Medal,
Saint Viadimir of Russia, Novwegian
Military Cross, Greek Gallantry Cross,
USA Medal (Operations), French
Croix de Guerve,

They are worn in eight rows on
Naval uniform, six rows on wmilitary.
The first Ovders are worn in three
rows of two ribbons.



MAIL TO GERMANY

_Since I left Germany last October I
ve been corresponding with my
German fiancee through a friend who is
still in my old unijt in BAOR. I know
such a practice is illegal, but the civilian
" post takes so long. Now a new OC,
censoring ‘the unit's outgoing mail, is
destroying any letters not written by
the men of the unit, My friend has been
threatened with disciplinary action if he
finds any more of my letters addressed
to my fiancee. — J., D., Knutsford,
Cheshire.

&  While there is no longer any
censorship of military mail, it is an
offence 16 cavry or send uncensoved
matl on behalf of civilians of those
countries in which we have oceupation
forces, Letters to your fiancee MUST
go by civilian postal channels, not
through a friend in the forces.

PAY GOES ON

Is there a closing date for the scheme
under which men on release reéceive one
day’s pay for every month served
overseas? — Cpl. J. T. Smith, 433
EDD, RAF, BAFO,

w No, not yet

The scheme still
operates. é

PALESTINE? YES

I returned to England from India on
Python in September 1946 and was
posted to Germany in December 1946,
Can I now volunteer for MELF (Pales-
- tine)? 1 am a regular with some time
to -do. — Gar. G. J. Bamford, 1st
Heavy Regt., TA, BAOR,

% Yes.
. VISITING GERMANY

Can a civilian. visit Germany? —
Ex-Cpl. J, T. Farguhar, 26 Glover
Street, Arbroath, Scotland.

Y The only civilians allowed fo : i

enter Germany are the wives and fam-
ilies of service pevsonnel joining theiv
husbands under “Operation Union’’.
No other civilian may enter Geymany
for the time being. Members of vol-
uptary sevvices working for and on
behalf of - BAOR, are, of cowrse,
“ permitted to enter Germany.

“THE SEX WAR”

I have just come across the letter by
Pte. Edna Robson of CSEU (“The Sex
War", SOLDIER, February).

As one of the entertainments mem-
bers of my unit welfare organisation I
would like to add my humble tribute
to the service girls who will willingly
travel 10 or 20 miles in the back of a
lorry over icy rvads to some strange
camp to make ‘someone else’s party z'
sticcess; and if their efforts are fruitless
the fault lies g9 per cent of the time
with the men who refuse to mix with
people who are, after all, their guests —
or if they do, will only mix when they
have sufficient “Dutch courage’ inside
them not to worry about their reception,
— 8jt. J. H. A. Spier, 431 Equipment
Depot, BAFO.

“

have

men who ..
sufficient Dutch courage inside them ..."

. will onl}

LR

2

| "T'HE House of Commons,

which generally finds
itself at loggerheads over
anything to do with the Army,
gave a surprisingly single-
minded reception to the new
post-war Army Education
Scheme and MP's on both
sides joined in glving it their
| blessing and hymning Mr.
- Bellenger for his share in it.
. There where adverse oriti-
cisms: that it had taken too
long (two years) to introduce;
that the men with the best
experience had left the Army
while it was being chewed
over; that it did not go iuto
enough detail; that a simiiar
scheme, .planned after Worid
War One, had fallen througn
because the Army had peen

. "axed”, But, generally, MP's
~ thought it a monument to
Mr. Bellenger's tenure of

office or a solitary star in a
dark sky.

The scheme has three ob-
jects: to eliminate illiteracy;
to train semi-literates; and to
give further education faci-
lities as near as possible to
those available to civilians.

Tlliterates now do a six
weeks' course at education
centres attached to PTC's,
and the War Office says all
. the illiterates serving in the

Army have heen rounded up
and have had this sort of
basis education.’

The next stage is compul-
sory -education for everyone,

ST

STAGE WAR

In February you published a.letter
from a girl in CSEU complaining about
rude remarks from soldiers, I want to
complain about the rude remarks made’
at various CSEU shows, g

Last night, for example, I went to a
show and there was a crack about
frauleins who “must have a man for
cigarettes and chocolates.” It isn’t only
childish. It is very bad taste and must
be embarrassing for the German guests,

The stars do not like catcalls, But
they must learn that other people have
feelings, too. — Spr, J. Hunt, 1 Corps
Dist. y

THE GENTLE DENTIST

I have been inoculated and I am sure
our MO. uses a gramophone 'needle.
Funny thing is that when I go to the
dentist and have an injection I don'’t
feel a thing. Why. cannot dentists give
the annual inoculations ? — Pte. J, C.
Allen faddress supplied).

‘mix . when they

3 consisting of English, mathe-

000 ARMY SCHOOLMASTER

A YEAR

matics, history, geography,
science, citizenship and cur-
rent affairs. The last two sub-
jects will take two hours a

. week of working time during’

primary training. In the ten-
week Corps training périod,
each man will get four hours'
instruction a week and in his
unit five hours, at least one of
which will be devoted to
citizenship and current affairs.

General education will go
up to the standard of the
Forces Preliminary’ Examina-
tion (normally about 12
months short of matricula-
tion), but citizenship and
current affairs courses will go
on right through a mans
service, :

To carry out this scheme,
2000 more other rank school-
masters are being trained at
the ‘Army School of Education,
Alton Towers, Staffordshire,

this year and,'using men of

higher education coming into
the Service as National Ser-
vicemen, the RAEC hopes to
turn out 500 schoolmasters
every three months. By July
sthe scheme should have
reached primary and corps
training units, as well as spe-
cial establishments like train-
ing schools and hospitals,
and begin to spread to field
‘and working units. For general
education there will be one

Man in the cloth peaked ap is Mr. Fred Bellen

War He

RED BERET

2 R e R e e

Rhine

I read that an American millionaire
bought himself an Airborne beret
“because he liked the colour”, and wore
it with sports clothes on board an ocean
liner.

Is there no way of stopping people
like that? — Ex-Pte. J. Rogers, ex-
Airborne. :

GREEN BERET
(1) Are all Commando units broken
up? (2).If so, are the ex-members still
allowed to wear green berets? — Dvyr,
Andrews, 3 Tp. 210 Fd. 8qn. RE.

% (1) Yes, (2) No. The only

RAEC other rank unit instrue-
tor for 140 men and one
RAEC officer for each three
major * units or . 2400 men.
Units will still appoint a regi-
mental officer as Unit Educa-
tion Officer.

The difficulties of providing
higher educational facilities,
for men who want to study
voluntarily after finishing
their general education, are
immense in an Army which
may have a dental centre of
three, or a Gunner coast unit
divided over three islands or
a Provost unit spread over an
axis of 150 miles, And so this
kind of training will be given
at garrison, instead of unit,
level so that instructors in
the hundred and more sub-
jects it covers can be pooled.

At home the Army will also
make use of civilian facilities,
like technical and art schools
and evening institutes, The
Army is to maintain five colle-
ges, run on polytechnic lines,
with 105 satellite education
centres, which will be visiled
by ‘Ministry ‘of Education in-
spectors, The War Office
Correspondence courses are
to go on.

For the regular soldier, in
addition to thenormal scheme,
there is provision for resettle-
ment training for his return
to civilian life, Mr, Bellenger
hopes that ‘at least one of the
Army's formation colleges =
will be kept for the benefit of
the regular.

Secretary for

Army tre engaged in

units allowed green bevets are Light
Infantry and Rifle vegiments,

RELEASE INTO NFS

As a regular with an emergency
commission I am entitled to £50 a
year rank service and £r00 for
each year as an officer. Do I get this -
with a “B" release ? If so, what are the
ACI's regarding Class “B" release into
the NFS? — ““Captain'’ (name and
address supplied.)
w Ves, if you have un entitlement
under Art. 634, Pay Warrant, 194a.
See ACT rq42/45.

(More Letters on Page 38)
PAGE 37
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DUTY ON CAMERAS

In SOLDIER for March a reader
asked if cameras bought through Wel-
fare and accompanied by the official
bill are subject to Cpstoms duty and
purchase tax, and you replied: “The
Customs assess duty and tax on the
amount stated on the bill.”

In January 1946 I took to Britain a
Voigtlander camera which I had bought
from Welfare sources for £3 108, I
produced the receipt at Dover but the
Customs officials were not interested.
They referred to their own list of values
which are determined by the quality of
the lens, and charged me £10 135 4d,
purchase tax and £5 4s. Customs duty
on their own valuation of £10 8s. for the
camera — a total of £15 178 4d.

Protest was useless, I was given the
option of paying or leaving the camera
with them,

The only ‘notification I have seen
since then {s a notice — I think in
GRO's — that the rate of purchase tax
has been reduced but so far as I know
the valuation on which the rate of pur-
chase tax and Customs duty are chm‘ged
is still left to the Customs.—*"'Btung"’,

4 Engineer Training Estabulhmmt.
BAOR.

Cusloms authorities, who gave
OLDIER the previpus information,
now sigle that agreement was made
with NAAFI whereby cameras supp-
lied to troops through Welfare and
accompanied by the receip! would be
gssessed for Customs duly at Welfare
price but for purchase tax at cuvrent
price in Britain. For example, Leicas
sold through Welfare for £15 would be
subject to Customs duty of 50 per cent
of that, amount., But a soldier would
have to pay purchase lax of thirty-
three-and-a-thivd on the curveni British
price of a Leica, whick is 125, Period-
Jreally NAAFI supply Customs with
a list of cameras being supplied

through Welfare. When this happens

the Customs authorities in London
notify theiv povi officials of the list on
Jorm V3318/45, copy of which goes
to overseas Navy, Army and RAF
headquarters, The last list was sent
out in January,

SS STUFF

I was riding on the sfadibaln when,
some Germans entered our reserved
compartment. Up jumped a soldier and
started to push. them off in a brutal
fashion. One woman fell onto the
platform. 1 felt rather ashamed as she
said: “Tell us to get out by all means,
but please do not be so terribly rude,”

This action by the soldier concerned

TTERS

was of the standard that we could
expect frany the Nazis had they won the
war. The most syitable answer would be
for a German railway official to be
stationed in reserved coaches to prevent
civilians from entering, — 8jt. M. G.
Perkins, MM, GHQ, 2nd Echslon.

LUNCHING OUT

Is there any method of claiming
travelling expenses while on duty in
BAOR? I spend a large part of my time
travelling oyer the British Zone and

often have to purchase meals at can-
teens and clubs. — 8jt. K, A. Howard,
Selection Team, attached 5& RHLU.

w Whenever a soldier travels on

‘duty in BAOR he should be able to

obtain meals without payment. It is
the duty of the unit he is visiting to
fiz' up accommodation and feeding,
and if the unit is unable lo provide
either the soldier must be sent lo the
nearési military transil wmess, or to
another unit nearby.

ABOUT PYTHON

(1) T shall have completed 19 years
man's service on 7 January 1948, In a
pamphlet on the new Army I read that
a man is allowed to serve his last two
years of pensionable service in Britain,
but can find no confirmation of this,

(2) I have also heard that all service
in any theatre is. three years but
recently a regimental order has bheen
published stating that the service in
BAOR is three years, but that service
after 15 November 1946 must be
duplicated (je, instead of serving three
years nine months one must sérve seven
years six months) before being eligible
for Python,

On the three years system I am
eligiblein January 1948, but if itis three
years pine months I will not be eligible
yntil 1949.

I shall have completed 23 years
service in July. Of that time I have
spent 17 years out of England.

QMS. C. Anderson, 25th Fiaeld
Regiment RA. :

e (1) The bookiet on the modern Army
says that it is intended that reguldrs

Two Minute Sermon

A 3h we cuhnct always
'say  what we . wish
we can think whni we like.

- like so many things in
ife this is not nrldy true
‘because as a man thinketh so

~ is he,.and as we thlnk so do
we Yf?i? W?' hnm;m;h?u |pr d|o
anything withoyt thinking al-
9 y: “Idid it with-

| outt inklvn M Wharworocll '
| mean s’ wo did not thin
_-hng enough Im’ou we spoke 1

"AIl this means fhnt tho first
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“ment is the finest book we can

“thinking,
qcting cy by ﬂy Can we {

rriorl in Jife is correct
hinklug about oumlvu,dihor' b
ptop and life. '
Everything we read, seeand
hear has its effect upon our
thinking — whether we are
'young or old. The Bible and
particulorly the New Testa- -

read fo guide and inspire our
and therefore our

to read Just a few verses each
day so that God may have an
opporfunlw !o spu to ust

shall spend their last six months in
Britain, That is the intention, but this
concession cannol be introduced until

conditions become move stable and the

post-war disposition of the Army is
settled.

(2) Up to 31 December 1946 the
Pythan tour in BAOR was three years
nine months. From 1 January this
vear it was veduced to three years in
all Commands, but owing to the move-
ment of troops involved, the reduction
was nol implemented in all cases before
the end of March. |

For yegulars all sevvice in Euvope
(except Greece, Malta and Cibraltar)
up to and including 14 November 1946
will count as full overseas servicé for
non-Python men and
will veckon lowards the
qualifying . periods - for
Python. From 15 Novem-
ber 1946 service in Eu-
rope will veckon as half
only for the purposs of
assessing eligibility for
Python.

Your overseas service
in Euvope is therefore
calewlated at the full vate from
18 June 1944 when 'you embarked
from Britain, up to 14 November 1946,
From that date the balance of your
overseas service in Euvope reckons as
half only when you work out your
Python, Provided you rvemain’ in
Europe you will be eligible for Python
repatriation next January.

BACK-BREAKER

Has Cpl, Peter Buxbaum (SOLDIER
Letters, March) ever tried to cug-in with
one of our two-piece en-
trenching tools ? If not, he
should have the oppo:t-
unity; I am sure he will -
find the old-fashioned
Army shovel far preferable.

He wants us to wear,
floppy, shapeless fatigue
caps like the Yanks, I
suggest something like the
British ski-cap would be
better, though most Scott~
ish units would rather keep
their Tam o'Shanters and
the Irish their Cobeens.

As for the Sten of any *
mark, one of the few
things that may be said
in its favour is its cheap-
ness, A far better weapon for standard
isation in the Britjsh and US Armies
is the American M3 sub-machinecarbine,
— Cpl. A, Ashoroft, HQ Coy (BOR);
1st Bn The Black Watch (RHR),
BAOR.

SERVICE MEDAL

As a Sapper who joined Bomb
Disposal in BLA in 1944 and continued
to serve in-it until January 1946 am I
entitled to the General Service Medal

" with clasp? — Spr. R. Calvert, 346

Army Tps. Coy, RE.

W Yes, but your service towards that
medal counts from g May 1945. Before
that date the Defence Medal was given
for bomb disposal. 4 man must serve
for six months from VE- Day for the
GSM.

CINEMA CHARGES

The general opinion among soldiers
in BAOR is- that the Army Kinema
Corporation is on a good thing and
overcharges for its shows. In the two
cinemas at Herford, for instance, we
have to pay 2s..to see a film very
often two years old and a newsreel
regularly three to five weeks old, The
seats are wooden and the sound is
often extremely indistinct. -

In the provinges in England one
may still obtain a good seat in any
cinema for 2s. 3d. to see a double-

... floppy, shapele:s
faﬂgue caps .
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feature programme of new films apd
an up-to-date newsreel. — 8jt, A,
Bagar, 8 Int. Tolm. BAOR.
* AKC reply “The standard of
cinema luxury in Germany has al-
ways been lower than in England and
approximately go percent of cinemas
in BAOR are equipped with wooden
seats. During the vecent severe weather
delivery of new films was fempararily
disrupted and old [ilms had tfo be
routed to fill the gaps. The arvival of
new films has since recommenced bui
wuntil they ayrive in sufficient numbers
to cater for all the 115 static cinemas
AKC control some cinemas will have
to screen old ftlms

“Where il is possible to zmprouc the
sound recording action is being laken
by competent service emgineers, and
every cinema has a monthly tuspection.

“Only the Capilol Cin-
ema in Herford charges
@ lop price of 2s. and every
atiempl is made lo screen
first-class films, The New
Cinéma is a grade 3 Rep-
eriory howuse which chay-
ges 15 6d and 9d only and
screens only old films
which most people have
missed ov would like fo
see again.
. “"AKC veceives mno
monies or granls except
from admission charges
and 1is a self-support

ing organisation. No pro-
fits .ave made. All admission chavges
are  laid down by The War
Office.”
DICE

In SOLDIER for March I noticed a
slight mistake in the drawing of the
dice (page 17).

I'm sure every dice player will know
that dice are marked to count seven
with the top and bottom sides. For
example; if the six is on top it would be
a one underneath, if a five on top, a two
beneath, and so on, So obviously the
six and one combination shown by your
artist is wrong: I wonder how man oi
your readers noticed this? Good lu
your paper. — Tom Burgess, 11 GGG
Car Unit, ‘T’ Force, 65 HQ Hertord,

Things we wouldn't hnow wnless
*you told us!

BRYN JONES

In SOLDIER Quiz (March) you say
it is correct that “‘Arsenal transferred
Bryn Jones for £14,000.” Bryn Jones
is an Arsenal player now and was
transferred pre-war from -the Wolves
to the Arsenal. — Ex-Enginger,
Bentley, Doncaster.

w SOLDIER's quiz compiler slip-
ped. Arsenal did not sell Jones, they
bowght him, :
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This burn was
well treated....

We are contmually receiving letters from men over-
seas and in the services at homc pointing out the
virtues of Germolene,

A Staff Sergeant in the C.M.F. tells how he used
Germolene when he burnt his hand severely, yet,
thanks to Germolene  two days later I was able_ to
play the piano, yet prominent scars dispel the theory
that the accident might not have been so serious as [
estimated. = A person concerned in the same accident
to a much lesser extent preferred other treatment and
still has dressings on the affected part, I reckon on a
tin of Germolene as part of my essential kit, especially
on mobile ¢ stunts.’ It is fortunate that we are able to
buy Germolene via the N.A.A.F.I. on occasions,’”

\¢ YOU HAVE siiy tRouB\E
THERE'S Always

g ASEPTIC OINTMENT

114 and 313 including Purchase Tax
SOLD EVERYWHERE im:l. N.A.A.F.I,
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JEAN SIMMONS

We don't know her birthday, her weight or her height,
Or the name of the man she goes out with at night, |
Or if ('s her lcft or her right hand she writes with,
(It might be her mother she goes oul at nights with).
She's British: she acls as if born to the screen,

And so we have Greal Expectations of Jean

pibd iy, dhe BHabsho Army Magazine, s ploduced by the
All-articles, pholographs and drawings, and requesls to reprod

war Office (AWS 3), and p
juce features should be addre

Subscription and publishing inquiries sho

rinted and published in Germany by No, |

British Army Newspaper Unit, BAOR.
ssed lo the Editor, SOLDIER, AWS 3 The \War Off

uld go to OC, No. 1 BANU, BAOR.

ice, 60 Eaton Square, London swi





