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PUTTING this
month's magazine
together took on
- something of a
‘ surreal edge for the
Soldier team.

If the Salisbury nerve agent attack
and ensuing international row
(page 7) didn't transport us all back
to a different era — one in which
the world felt an altogether more
dangerous place — our interview with
the nuclear test veterans (page 40)
certainly did.

It proved to be a stark reminder
that, all too easily, history repeats
itself. But although this might ring
true in political terms, military
capability and training is evolving
beyond all recognition for the modern
British soldier.

To that end, it will be interesting
to see how the chemical defence
centre takes shape, and what new
opportunities there will be for troops
at Shrivenham'’s Defence Cyber
School (page 11).

Enjoy the issue, and as ever please
let us know what we've missed.

Sarah Goldthorpe * Editor

Where to find Saldier

> Printed copies

THESE are distributed to every Army site at
the start of each month.

> Facebook, Twitter and Instagram

ALONG with news and glimpses behind
the scenes at Soldier, we publish a link to
the latest magazine at www.facebook.com/
soldiermagazine and on Twitter
(@soldiermagazine).

> Online

DIGITAL versions of current and past
editions are available on the Army website
at www.soldiermagazine.co.uk Just click on
the “read it now" tab.

> Purchase

IF you're not in the Army you can buy Soldier
from your high street magazine retailer or
directly from us at subs@soldiermagazine.
co.uk (£23 for 12 issues in the UK).
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THE NEW COMBAT BOOT
CHOSEN BY THE UK MILITARY
ACROSS THEIR SERVICES

BREATHAB

WATERPROOFNESS
GORETEX > BREATHABILITY
-/~ QUICK DRY FUNCTIONALITY

AKUPILGRIMGTX' is the new UK COMBAT BOOT. Acomfy and versatile boot offering support

and stability for demanding use in the field. The GORE-TEX" Extended Comfort membrane ®
provides excellent breathability, waterproofness and quick dry functionality. An iconic
boot from AKU, a brand dedicated to the legendary tradition of Italian workmanship. <o n

S i TACTICAL

akutactical.com

Stockist info: ARDBLAIR SPORTS importers Itd - www.ardblairsports.com - 01250 873863
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THE INFORMER s

lending their expertise to

emergency services counterparts
after the nerve agent attack in
Salisbury that left three people
seriously ill.

The MoD has confirmed that troops
from the Royal Tank Regiment's Falcon
Squadron and the Royal Logistic Corps
have been among those taking part in
Operation Morlop.

As this issue went to press 29
Explosive Ordnance Group was
providing command and control
functions. Instructors from the
Defence CBRN Centre at Winterbourne
Gunner were also involved along
with members of the Royal Air Force
Regiment and Royal Marines.

They have helped move vehicles and
other objects from the affected areas
in Salisbury.

The Morlop deployment follows the
poisoning of Sergei Skripal and his
daughter Yulia last month.

Both were found unconscious after
visiting a restaurant and pub, and
were still in a critical condition as this
issue went to press.

Nick Bailey, a detective sergeant
with Wiltshire Police, was also left
seriously ill.

Examination of the substance at
Porton Down found it was from the
Russian Novichok nerve agent family.
International experts have been in the
UK to conduct their own investigation.

The British government has pointed
the finger of blame for the attack
squarely at the Kremlin in an escalating

S PECIALIST soldiers have been

- —

i _.'nillil.'.nz'”[ |;||r I ”"

row that has seen each country
respectively expel 23 diplomats.

Officers from the Counter-Terrorism
Policing Network are leading the
criminal investigation into the
poisoning and Defence Secretary
Gavin Williamson stressed that
Servicemen and women were playing
an important role in backing up
colleagues in the civilian authorities.

He added: “Our Armed Forces
have stepped up to support the
police, building on the vital expertise
provided by scientists from the
Defence Science and Technology
Laboratory at Porton Down.

“We have the right people with the
right skills to assist with this crucial
inquiry. My thoughts remain with the
victims and their families.”

New chemical centre — page 11

66

We have the
right people
With the
right skills
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Ataste of Army activity across the world

GLOBAL ol TREF

2. CANADA
FIXER-UPPERS

SAPPERS from 52 Armoured Engineer
Squadron braved temperatures as low
as minus 40 degrees Celsius to prepare
the expanses of British Army Training
Unit Suffield for troops heading west
this year.

The soldiers — part of 22 Engineer Regiment — spent two months in-country
upgrading the urban warfare infrastructure at the Alberta facility as part
of Exercise Warpaint, as well as having some well-earned downtime doing
skiing, snowboarding and ice hockey.

©00c00000000000000000000000000000000000
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3.UK
ARMOURED ANTICS

A POTENT combination of troops from 3rd Battalion, The Parachute
Regiment and armour from The Queen’s Royal Hussars made for an
intense urban operations training package.

Exercise Green Citadel saw the infantrymen use Challenger
2 main battle tanks for protection and fire support as they
fought building-to-building through Copehill Down village on
Salisbury Plain.

Urban fighting skills and drills are crucial for Colchester-
based 3 Para, which is prepared to deploy and conduct ops
anywhere in the world as part of the Air Assault Task Force. i

©000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

©0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

©0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
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Fake news exposed

- page 35

4. ESTONIA

WALKING ON WATER

to steal,
plant
manipulate

[ 1

ROYAL Welsh soldiers serving on
Operation Cabrit conducted an
unusual interoperability exercise
with their Estonian and Danish
allies — crossing Europe’s longest ice

{ bridge on foot.

~—Nato's enhanced forward presence

- —  battlegroup completed the nine-

kilometre route from mainland
Estonia, over the frozen Baltic Sea,
- to the island of Muhu.
Fus Rhys Nell admitted to having
some misgivings ahead of the trek.
“l initially thought walking across
was a silly idea,” he said.
' “For the first five minutes |
constantly thought | was going to
' fall through the ice at any moment.
But his fears proved short lived
and the troops arrived safely on the
shore in roughly two hours.

n

Pictures: Ardi Hallismaa
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A crack squad
of digital experts
will represent the British .

Army at an international cyber B ef tha tea u .

competition in Tallinn later this " m " w'
month. Competing against 20 other
teams, the soldiers — predominantly
from the Royal Signals — will build @

a network and defend it from

hackers as part of the event, . _ _
dubbed Exercise Lock Email: news@soldiermagazine.co.uk

Shields Facebook: facebook.com/soldiermagazine
Twitter: @soldiermagazine
Instagram: @soldier_magazine

Picture: FreePik
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M MZUMBME% AIDING AND ABETTING

SOLDIERS from 26 Engineer
Regiment have taken part in
Troops from the Royal Lancers
who were deploying to

a large-scale multinational
Nicosia, Cyprus for a six-month

peacekeeping manoeuvre.
Exercise Shanti Doot
stint on Operation Tosca
as this issue went to press.

involved 1,000 personnel
from 30 UN member states.

tgperaS:Ing é;s llll;lhpesc;eepers, Among the serials staged

il he s e g he two-wee package
north and Greek south. was a security and assistance task

at an aid distribution point.

The deployment was part of the

regiment’s defence engagement

s NEHANITA o
3 . .
POLTICIANS PRAS e

RESOLUTE Service personnel deployed with the Kabul Security Force have
received a top-level endorsement for their work providing support to British

©000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

military mentors. : ﬁ FR ANE[ L&
Defence Secretary Gavin Williamson thanked members of 2nd Battalion, - U v :
The Yorkshire Regiment when he visited the mission in Afghanistan for the : i i)
fisttime. ’ : GHANNEL-HOPPING :
The formation’s troops have been operating as “guardian angels” in and * BRITISH troops rehearsed a range
around Kabul to ensure the UK mentoring teams working with the Afghan * of scenarios with their closest :
National Army can conduct their work safely. * continental neighbours as the two
* countries continue to tighten up and tested the way partners

< their joint working protocols. integrate and work together :

s Soldiers from 12th Armoured while deployed on stabilisation ~ +

. Infantry Brigade trained with operations. :

: counterparts from the French France and the UK form the ¢

< 1st Division on Exercise Citadel Combined Joint Expeditionary :

: Guibert in Reims. Force, which focuses on the .

¢ The combined-arms package whole spectrum of contingency ¢

< also included personnel from operations, from disaster relief

< other Nato member states to war fighting.

www.soldiermagazine.co.uk APRIL2018 9
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HAVE A ROYAL ADVENTURE
& SUPPORT OUR WOUNDED

23 JUNE | 3 ROUTES (15KM - 30KM) | 1 GOAL

MEET, WALK WITH AND BE INSPIRED BY OUR WOUNDED

Directly support a wounded ex serviceman or woman by challenging your team of four to take
on our unique and unforgettable charity walk on the historic Balmoral Estate.

2 CS BN REME hold the bragging rights from 2017. g —
"

o 3 g
g

WALKIN(.; T»I.E
REGISTER YOUR TEAM NOW WOUNDED
w: wwtw.org.uk | e: andy@wwtw.org.uk | t: 01263 863 902

Registered charity in Scotland (SC047760) and in England & Wales (1153497) | Photo credit: David Brown Photography




ONSTRUCTION of a chemical
C weapons defence centre will
begin this month.

Defence Secretary Gavin Williamson
announced the move in a bid to
bolster the UK's “world class”
expertise in the area.

The MoD has confirmed that the
£48 million facility — at Porton Down
in Wiltshire (shown) — will consist
of laboratories that will forensically
analyse and identify any agent.

In addition it will create defensive
measures to counter chemical
weapons, develop medical treatments
for those exposed and support UK
authorities during incidents.

While there were currently no plans
to increase numbers of staff working
in the area, the MoD said this will be
kept under review.

Mr Williamson, who was speaking
at the Rolls-Royce factory in Bristol,
said the centre would ensure the UK
maintains its cutting edge in the face
of new threats.

The politician said: "After 1990 we
believed that the world would be both
a better and safer place but as we
have seen over the past few years, the

THE Army’s next-generation
armoured vehicle is to be given
state-of-the-art protection.

The Ajax shot detection system
made by Thales will see three special
sensors fitted to each platform —
providing the capability for crews to
detect incoming enemy fire.

The equipment is based on sonar
technology, which is already fitted to
ships and submarines.

More than 730 systems are now
on order in the £3.7 million deal.

The six variants in the Ajax
medium vehicle programme are due
to come into service in 2020.

Thales will install the equipment
at its Templecombe factory in
Somerset after signing a contract
with Ajax’s manufacturer, General
Dynamics Land Systems UK.

Maj Gen Colin McLean, Director
Land Equipment for Defence

news@soldiermagazine.co.uk
| 1 11

A 24-HOUR helpline aimed at
serving personnel and their families

reality is changing.” has taken more than 270 calls in its

Highlighting last month’ first month.

Ighlighting last montn's nerve The service, run by Combat Stress
agent attack in Salisbury, he pointed and endorsed by the MoD, connects
the finger at Russia for “ripping up troops with charity specialists and was
the rulebook” and upping the ante ’ : launched in late February.
with its armed forces. WB VE a"wed The number — —was

“At a time when its economy is announced by Defence Secretary Gavin
under pressure, it is still prioritising a[ a pruruu"d Williamson alongside extra cash to
military expenditure, investing in bolster Armed Forces mental health
highly capable equipment across all t ::;V)'I‘;Zsr:’y £220 million over the next
domains,” Mr Williamson explained. mﬂmen Surgeon General Maj Gen Martin

He added that the Modernising Bricknell said it represented a “deeper
Defence programme, to enhance partnership” between the charity and
intelligence, surveillance and the MoD.
reconnaissance capabilities, would Combat Stress Chief Executive Sue

also give Britain a valuable edge. Freeth added: “Left untreated, mental
“We've arrived at a profound health problems can become more
moment in our history, a crossroads complex and have a devastating impact

on those with the condition, as well as
their loved ones.

"It is vital that people seek help as
soon as they notice a change in their
mental health.”

A Combat Stress number set up in
2011 for veterans and their families
will continue to operate as normal.

where the choice is simple: sit back
and let events overtake us or step
forward,” he said.

€D .. READYPLAYERONE

Equipment and Support, said the HITS THE BIG SCREEN
vehicle suite would provide a “step MOVIES > PAGE 64
change in versatility, agility and ) 48 &
protection” for troops.

He added: “Integrating this
new sensor onto our family of
Ajax vehicles — which will provide
critical situational awareness
— is another innovation we are
investing in to ensure soldiers have
the best equipment to maintain EYBER E[NTR[ [}REAT[[]
their competitive edge on the
battlefield.”

B THE UK's ability to deal with a new
generation of threats has been beefed up
with the unveiling of a new Defence Cyber
School at Shrivenham.
Opened by Armed Forces Minister
Mark Lancaster, the facility will train more
personnel in tackling attempts to destabilise
UK peace and prosperity by hostile states.
Part of a joint investment between
the MoD and the National Cyber Security
Programme, Mr Lancaster said it would
would become a “state-of-the-art centre
of excellence”.

www.soldiermagazine.co.uk APRIL 2018 11



A personal view from
“@ﬁi)\ Sara Baade, Chief
T‘R Executive of the Army

Families Federation...

RECENTLY visited British Army
Training Unit Kenya.
As with all overseas trips,

I met many families who were
happy with their experience out
there, viewing it as a fantastic
two-year adventure in an
amazing part of the world.

But at family forums in both
Nanyuki and Nairobi, housing
and education emerged as two
big concerns.

A key issue was the lack
of choice around schooling
—something | know the
Department for Children and
Young People is investigating.

I look forward to discussing
this with them in more detail
now that | have a better
understanding of the realities.

The quality and availability
of accommodation was another
talking point, with many
concerned about the rise in
rent since the introduction of
the combined accommodation
assessment scheme in 2016.

Thanks to your evidence, we
can investigate this and work
with the Defence Infrastructure
Organisation in a bid to resolve
these issues around the fair use
of banding criteria.

| was also approached about
allowances — in particular, the
get-you-home entitlement.

The AFF will now look at how
this package can better support
divorced troops with children in
the UK, as well as foreign and
Commonwealth personnel.

If you are serving abroad,

s please visit
our website
to share your
= % experiences
\ with us in our
overseas
survey.

www.aff.org.uk
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Premier support for Army

66
We're
proud to be
offering this

29

the largest veteran recruitment

scheme by any Premier League
outfit as the club prepares for life in its
new stadium.

A total of 50 full- and part-time
positions will be offered to former
Service personnel and successful
candidates will take roles as stewards,
security staff and hosts at the ground,
which is due to open later this year.

It follows the club's partnership
with military charity Sporting Force in
a bid to offer more opportunities to
ex-soldiers.

Those passing the interview stage
will complete a training course,
becoming fully qualified in time for the
2018/19 season.

“We are proud to be offering

TOTTENHAM Hotspur has launched

nersonnel

meaningful, long-term employment
opportunities to former personnel
through our new stadium development
scheme," said Donna-Maria Cullen,
executive director at the club.

Sporting Force founder Tommy
Lowther added: “After leaving the
military, adjusting to civilian life can be
challenging. Many veterans are unable
to find work and suffer financially.

“Working in partnership with
Tottenham Hotspur is a brilliant
opportunity to give ex-Servicemen and
women a new sense of purpose and a
feeling of belonging.”

The new ground will be the largest
capacity football stadium in London,
with seating for 62,062 fans.

To register your interest in a job visit
www.sportingforce.org/register

TICKET holders in the Army Sports Lottery have the chance to win more money after the
weekly prize fund was increased from £25,000 to £30,000.

The move creates'anew fourth prize of £3,000 and allows for a reorganisation of the
consolation prizes — with two people winning £500, a further 15 claiming £200 and ten
more receiving £100. The weekly jackpot remains £10,000.

“We are doing this because our membership is increasing,” Maj Gen (Retd) Shaun
Burley, director of the Army Sport Control Board, told Soldier.”When | go round the Army
and ask how many people have won, not many hands go up.

“| don't want this to be seen as purely something soldiers contribute to in order
to access funding for overseas trips. | want it to be an opportunity for them to win
something and the odds of doing that are better than the National Lottery.”

Since its creation in 1993 the Army Sports Lottery has given £20 million in cash prizes
and awarded more than £23 million in grants. Visit www.armysportslottery.com

Picture: Tottenham Hotspur FC



An Officer asked for confirmation
of the advice he had been given
by his admin staff on the issue of
accrued rights from AFPS75

PENSION HELP WHEN YOU NEED IT

We deal with hundreds of such pension enquiries every
month from our Members (now more than 50,000), helping
them through the AFPS pension maze. Join us and see
how we can help you. Or simply become a Member for the
peace of mind of knowing we're here to help when you
need us.

VALUABLE MEMBERSHIP OFFERS

Our Members also have access to exclusive offers with
significant discounts from trusted Affiliates including our
exclusive no-age-limit Annual Travel Insurance Plan.

LOO®MD

FPS Health FPS Personal

& Home

FPSTravel  FPS Motoring FPS Legal

& Financial

FIGHTING FOR THE FORCES
AND THEIR FAMILIES

“Many thanks for your response.
Your knowledge, as ever, is
impressive and your assistance
invaluable. Morale had taken a
tumble. | am now off to
a certain Admin Officer to teach
him the error of his ways and
suggest that he should probably
subscribe to the Forces Pension
Society as well.”

INDEPENDENT, NOT-FOR-PROFIT

At the Forces Pension Society, we value our independence.
It enables us to serve the interests of the Armed Forces
community as the Forces Pension watchdog. We hold
governments to account, arguing for better pensions

and campaigning against unfairness in the schemes.

For example, our campaign won the right in 2015 for all
future widows to retain their pension on remarriage.

JOIN ONLINE NOW AND RECEIVE
A FREE £150 RAMBLING & ADVENTURE
HOLIDAY VOUCHER

Visit our website at www.forcespensionsociety.org
quoting Promo Code SOM2018 JE -

(T's & C's apply). Annual )

Membership for you and

your partner costs just £38, |

JOIN US AND GET MORE FROM YOUR PEION

Forces Pension Society
68 South Lambeth Road, Vauxhall, London, SW8 1RL

Tel:020 7820 9988 - email: memsec@forpen.co.uk - www.forcespensionsociety.org




A CHARITY that gives serving and
medically-discharged personnel free
entry to sport and music events has
§ marked an impressive milestone:

000D

free passes have now been
given away by Tickets for Troops

LOGGIES FLY THE FLAG

B MIDLANDS-based soldiers with 159
Regiment, Royal Logistic Corps are
expanding their Reserve presence — the
unit now has a new B Troop at King's Heath
in Birmingham.

Collocated with 202 Field Hospital, the
outfit is an extension of a squadron based
at West Bromwich and was due to start
taking personnel as this issue went to press.

Commanding officer Lt Col Pat Allen
said: “This is a fantastic opportunity to fly
the flag of the largest corps in the Army.”

HOLIDAY HELP

B WONDERING how you're going to fund
that dream trip this year?

A new online calculator has been set up
to help soldiers save.

MoneyForce — a free cash advice service
run by The Royal British Legion — has
created a holiday planner in the tools
section of its website.

Users enter the details of their trip, and
the device works out how much should be
put aside each month.

Visit www.moneyforce.org.uk

4

{

RESIDENTS took to the streets of Lisburn to welcome home members of 2nd Battalion, The Rifles from their |
six-month tour of Iraq. Around 500 personnel marched through the city centre.in the presence of their royal
colonel, Prince Edward. Read February’s magazine for more on 2 Rifles in Northern Ireland.

-
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relatively
New venture

e

[he battle against loneliness

CALL has gone out for soldiers
willing to befriend lonely
veterans on the south coast.

Charity Age UK Portsmouth wants
personnel to sign up for its Joining
Forces initiative, which sees volunteers
visit ex-troops at home (shown right)
and help at events such as breakfast
clubs to bring the community together.

Kandy Lucas, socialisation manager
at the charity, said a few members of
the Armed Forces had come forward,
but none yet from the Army.

While Portsmouth is associated with
the Royal Navy, there are still a number
of ex-soldiers in the area and having
people who understand their time in
service is helpful.

"We're encouraging veterans to
engage with their community by using
peers and befrienders," Lucas added.

"Contact will normally be weekly or
fortnightly, and lasts between one and
two hours depending on the individual.

"Many former personnel have
mobility issues or health problems."

Joining Forces Portsmouth was set
up using cash from the Aged Veterans
Fund in May last year and is focused

R

on both the city and surrounding areas.

Lucas continued: “I am conscious
people have very busy professional
lives, but it would be good if we could
have a few soldiers to help us out.

“This is a relatively new venture,
and | hope it will be a success.”

Various befriending schemes exist
elsewhere in the UK, many of which
are looking for volunteers.

For details on the Portsmouth
scheme email

or to

volunteer as a befriender elsewhere
visit

Picture: Kellie Shattock

B NEW research will try to discover which ex-
soldiers are most likely to recognise they have an
alcohol problem, and who goes on to find help.
The 15-month study by the University of
Liverpool and King's College London is going

ahead thanks to a £154,198 grant from the
Forces in Mind Trust.

Ray Lock, chief executive of the trust, said:
“This project will fill some of the important gaps
in research."

Picture: Freepik
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Sort your civwy housing today' (771114

Housing expert urges soldiers to start saving FUNDRAISING

PERSONNEL are being urged to

think about where they might live
after they leave the military.

The MoD's point of contact for
civilian accommodation issues — the
Joint Service Housing Advice Office
- says that ignoring the issue until Call the Joint Service
resettlement could mean soldiers are Housing Advice Office:

left financially unprepared. :
Head Alison Shimmens said it was I 01252 787574 .

important that all troops book onto = - ;
courses run by her office, which explain
the move to civilian housing. Its authors also said that resources G G James erBthrBd
She added: "Personnel need to start should be coordinated more effectively
saving the difference between their and local authorities must better VICTORIA Loaiza-Bateman, whose
Service accommodation and civilian identify veterans. ase Hmﬂ" hushand was killed in Afghanistan
rent or mortgage as early as possible. Stoll chief executive Ed Tytherleigh . is looking to hit the . '
"If they don't, they are going to pointed out that the problem could be Is tﬂu | ate right notes for a
seriously struggle. tackled effectively, but insisted that a good cause with an
“Leaving this type of decision until change of approach would be needed evening of music 3000
you are on resettlement is five years for this to happen. ; | fipoe s LT
too late.” He added: "We believe we can , 9 ?nn:is?;i:;':;‘f;: 'lvfm‘.{@t?f&ﬂS_mfActmng
The warning comes as research reduce the incidence of homelessness James Bateman =
commissioned by charity Stoll and among veterans close to zero, but this Memorial Ball will be
social housing provider Riverside will only happen if there is a significant held at the Honourable Artillery
found that some veterans remain at shift in approach to the issue of Company in London on June 16.
risk of homelessness. housing ex-Service personnel. LCpl Bateman (Para) died in 2008.
The study concluded that the “Itis critical that veterans facing For more details on the event email
MoD should ask all Service leavers homelessness — and those supporting
about their housing options and offer them — know where to turn to at the
bespoke advice to the vulnerable. right time and get the correct advice.”

Cenotaph send-off

A VETERAN infantryman is dedicating
the next two years of his life to
walking around the world. Dave
Mills (ex-RRF, shown) was waved off
at the Cenotaph for the
adventure-of-a-lifetime
in aid of SSAFA. The
journey will take him to
China, the USA and
Peru, and will
aim to raise
{ funds for the
wider military
community.

A DRIVEN group of veterans have been taking on a demanding Top Gear-style challenge
in a fitting convoy of reasonably-priced cars.

The 12-strong group of Armed Forces personnel, who all have PTSD, are attempting to
navigate part of the original Paris-Dakar rally route — taking their £500 Citroen Berlingos on
a full circuit of Morocco to help their recovery and highlight the plight of fellow sufferers.

Organised by Driven to Extremes, an organisation that takes veterans with mental health
issues on adventures, the event encompasses an arduous 1,000 miles of gravel, sand and
rock. It was due to end as this issue hit the shelves.
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YOU’RE
TRAINED
FOR COMBAL.

NOBODY’S
TRAINED TO
BE IN DEBT.

Getting out of debt can be tough —
especially doing it alone.

Forcesline is a free, independent helpline, that’s outside
of the chain of command for the Armed Forces and their
families. We'll listen and help get you back on track.

0800 731 4880

Open weekdays, 9am to 5.30pm

Or get in touch online at ssafa.org.uk/forcesline

the
Armed Forces
charity

ssafa




Dashhoard dictator

OLDIERS will soon benefit from
new guidance on the road — care
of a virtual co-driver.

Kit to measure diagnostics, location
and speed is already installed in MoD
vehicles, but drivers will now have a
reassuring voice to give safety advice.

Using technology similar to that
found in Amazon's Alexa, troops
will be told when their driving falls
below par — such as in cases of heavy
braking or speeding.

Drivers currently have to rely on
dashboard lights to flag mistakes.

In a bold move, the MoD’s new
Car Activated Comms Integrated
Navigation and Safety System
(Cacinass) also allows drivers to speak
back to the kit.

This could prove useful in
explaining situations — for example,
where stepping hard on the brake
avoids a rear-end shunt.

Initial tests have already proved
promising — and the kit could be fully
installed in all white fleet vehicles by
the beginning of April 2019.

Army road safety chiefs have hailed
Cacinass, which was designed and
manufactured in-house by defence
technicians, as a winner — claiming it
offers enhanced potential to reward
good roadcraft while clamping down
on serial offenders.

In this month'’s

SOLDIER
SPORT

An MoD spokesman said: “Our
existing system is familiar to
personnel, having been in service for
some years, but Cacinass amounts to
a virtual companion in the vehicle,
which is a huge step forward.

"It provides immediate feedback,
thus eliminating the element of
surprise when the monthly safety
report arrives from the master driver.

“It's also an opportunity for the
person behind the wheel to justify
their actions, with our black box
beaming voice and video footage
directly back to fleet professionals.”

Other familiar services are also
being beefed up — including an
enhanced GPS to help the military
chain of command address time
management issues.

Cacinass's patented “Ranker” voice
system sets the right tone based on
the user's standing.

Officers, for example, can choose
between the voices of Army
heavyweights — including former
chiefs of the general staff — while a
comprehensive RSM line-up is on-
hand for the NCO chain of command.

“| am confident Cacinass brings
a great deal to the party," the
spokesman concluded.

66

It's an
opportunity
to justify
actions

929

“We'lll be watching the roll-out —

and listening — with great interest.”

}) WINTER OLYMPICS P79
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HAS Game of Thrones
dominated your life since it first
hit television screens?

If so, last month's spine lines
competition will have proved no
effort at all.

(Jon) Arryn, (Ramsay) Bolton,
(Sandor) Clegane and (Samwell)
Tarly are all characters in the
hit series, which was filmed in
Northern Ireland — the focus of
March's Reserve feature.

This month Soldier has
teamed up with the organisers
of the spectacular Battle Proms
concerts (

) to offer three lucky readers
a pair of tickets to attend at the
venue of their choice — Burghley
House in Lincolnshire, Hatfield
House in Hertfordshire, Blenheim
Palace in Oxfordshire, Highclere
Castle in Hampshire or Ragley
Hall in Warwickshire.

Featuring live music,
fireworks, Spitfires, cannon and
cavalry, these open-air picnic
shows are not to be missed.

To be in with a chance of
scooping a pair of tickets, worth
£88, tell us what links the words
on the side of this issue.

Answers to the usual address

or
by April 30.

ROLE MODELS RALLY

M PIONEERING Servicewomen who
crossed Antarctica have been continuing to
inspire the next generation months later.
Ice Maiden Capt Zanna Baker (RA,
shown) addressed female students from
Middlesbrough's Unity City and
St Peter’s Catholic Voluntary
academies. Speaking
afterwards, she said: “It's
been a wonderful opportunity
to get involved with girls
at an age where |
was quite unsure of
where | was in life."
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Big Pit National Coal Museum, South Wales

SOMBRE
SILHOUETTES

A CHARITY campaign that has
seen ghostly figures of First
World War Tommies springing
up around the country is set

to raise millions of pounds for
good causes. Organisers of the
nationwide art installation There
But Not There hope the sale of
the six-foot aluminium figures,
made by military veterans, will
help to bring in a total of £15m by
Remembrance Day, to be shared
between a number of Forces and
mental health charities. Visit
www.therebutnotthere.org.uk for
more on the campaign.

Picture: Mark Lewis
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Find your

focus when
fighting in
forests

) TAKING on enemy fighters
under the canopy — it's not
exactly straightforward.
Whether it's the confusing
echo of gunfire or difficulty
spotting advancing troops,
there is plenty to trip up the
very best soldiers. Here, the
Infantry Battle School outlines
what commanders and their
troops

should be

thinking

about when

operating in this kind of
environment...

Y
8

S &
3




These allow everyone to
understand their roles and
responsibilities, and how
the formation will operate

in the woods. Short-contact

drills in particular must be

well rehearsed and come
naturally.

v .'
W

Fighting in woodland
is loud and confusing, so
don't be afraid to revert
to verbal commands and
shouting. It can help to
come up with some short,
sharp commands in
rehearsals.

p Positions

Like public order drills, it helps
for the platoon commander to be
positioned quite far forward between
his two sweeps, so he can control
the bounds and ensure the baseline
remains intact. Sentry positions
generally need to be outside
the wood so troops get early
warning of advancing
enemy.

Casevac

Consider all options. For
example, if you have cleared
three quarters of a wood it could
make more sense to wait until
the remaining quarter has been
cleared and take casualties
forward instead of back.

Reserve

Forest fighting can be
manpower-intensive, so be
flexible with the generation

of reserve. Be prepared to
operate with one that is
smaller-than-ideal.

Battlefield

discipline Aggression,

Reduce your noise when
clearing through and out
of contact, to help achieve
surprise. Ensure the platoon
uses as much cover as
possible.

This is key when fighting in
this type of environment.
Contacts are often only
a short distance
away.

Anti-
fratricide , \
measures ; '

Sections need to be kept
informed of the battle at all
times. If there is a long contact
on the left, for example, the

right sweep needs to be
informed to prevent any
firing into that area.

Target
indication
This can be difficult
to get right under the

canopy, so consider
ways to do this.
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Keep a check on what you're eating label

Research has shown that

when people eat at a fast food
) WE'VE all been there. You're hanging out after a long day, scouring the chain they consider healfhy.

shelves for the quick and tasty option for tea. You spy something containing they greatly underestimate the
at least a few veg, and the words “natural”, “light” or “low fat” on the front. calories in what they're eating.
Happy days. Or maybe not. Accordiflg -to the exp?rts, labels lik_e this could be Checking the nutritional info is
leading us astray. After all, food claiming to be “light” could still be packed to the only way to guarantee you
the brim with sugar. If in doubt, check the traffic light label which is displayed know what you're consuming.
by most big supermarkets and food manufacturers.

Use these to check if food is high (red), medium (amber) or low (green in
fat, saturated fat, sugars or salt. Here are a few things to consider when
checking the labels...
Portion sizes Go green
What does the manufacturer In general, more green on a
give as a portion size? Is this the label means healthier food.
amount that you will actually eat?

Energy

924k]J
220 kcal

of an adult's reference intake

Consider the
% intakes E/*"htﬁ:.' natlves
3 These are based on an average-sized woman il I T IS L)
= doing an average amount of physical activity. be higher in fat and energy than
3 So if you're in training for the exped-of-a- the homemade equivalent. If you number of decisi
© : ¢ ecisions that
L,; lifetime, for example, you might just be able to make the meal yourself Vﬁu could we can make about our
iustify a li save money as well. .

% justify a little more per day. Yy food intake each day, often
g without even realising it
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» EXPERIENCE

It's harder than Soldiering

Reservist dad-of-two Maj
Alex Smith (RAMC) is
serving on an additional
duties commitment as officer

commanding 22 Medical
Squadron. The 55-year-old
tells Soldier about life as a
house husband...

AFTER being in the Regulars
briefly, T had some regrets
about leaving so when the
opportunity to join the Army
Reserve came up I went for it.

[ was after a new challenge
and wanted to soldier again.

My civilian job was in
logistics but I gave that up
completely when my daughter
was born and my wife went
back to work as a GP.

That was six years ago
and we now have another
18-month-old daughter.

A normal day is getting up at
0500, doing a couple of hours’
work on my computer, then
preparing breakfast and getting
the children ready for school
and nursery.

Three days a week I go
into the barracks until the
afternoon school pick-up.

And I'll try to fit exercise in
whenever [ can — I even do a

few press-ups while cooking
family meals.
My wife works late so
do everything in
the evening so
she can spend
some time
playing with
the kids before
bedtime. It's
pretty full-on.
My unit,
2 Medical
Regiment,
is a hybrid
so we'Te
very busy:.
We have
guys going
to Kenya
on Askari
Serpent,
plus all the

usual taskings.

One weekend a month is
Reserves weekend but there’s
also additional training, drill
nights and annual camp as well
as Courses.

It's stressful and busy, but I'm
not badly off.

Alot of Reserve OCs have
full-time day jobs so I'm quite
unusual in that way.

I also have more flexibility
than a Regular but clearly I still
need to plan everything around
my family.

The main thing is keeping a
balance between the military
stuff and your home life; you
have to juggle it all.

I worked all my life so when I
decided to quit it was scary but
being in the Reserve gave me
that stability of still being in the
work system.

I've never had any negative
comments. Tumble Tots classes
were a bit odd the first time as
[ was the only dad there, but I
just got on with it.

Parenting is harder than
soldiering as it is full-on with
no breaks, and children don't
always respond in the same
way as soldiers. You can't just
stop and have a break.

There are some transferrable
skills, though — especially
organisation and working
to a timeline. Applying your
leadership to the weekly
schedule makes life a lot easier.

Things would be simpler if I
just stopped the military side
of life, but at the moment I like
belonging to something and
being effective. M
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Strength and
conditioning

Include two gym sessions in
your training per week. Focus on
ankle and knee stability, balance
and core. This will help you keep
the correct running posture in
the race's closing stages.

Find a friend

It's great to have a group or a
training partner to keep you
company over the extended
distances. There are good
set-ups all over the country. A
fellow athlete will also help you
to dig deep when needed.

Don't neglect
your speed

Gone are the days where you
can be a competitive but slow
ultra runner. Keep one or two
high intensity sessions in
your programme. For example,
8 x kilometre reps with two
minutes' rest.

Progression
is the key

Only increase your training

by a maximum of ten per cent
per week. You don't have to be
smashing out 120-mile weeks to
be an ultra runner. You should
run within your limits.

Stay injury
free

With an increased volume of
training you have to be careful
not to overdo it. There will be
days when you feel stiff and
don't want to run. You will
become more in-tune with your
body and, over time, know when
to stop or lace up and carry on.

What should you

do if you find

yourself in debt?

Ben Nunn of RBL

Moneyforce has

some advice...

) KEEPING abreast of your finances is
a key skill for Servicemen and women
of all ranks. Planning ahead and
ensuring your money lasts until
payday are good disciplines that keep
you in control of your life.

The best way of managing debt
is, without doubt, to avoid it in the
first place. RBL Moneyforce's budget
planner is a great tool for doing this.

But if you do find yourself owing
money, there are some practical things
you can do...

M For more information visit
www.moneyforce.org.uk

P CASH
/L

Face up to it

If you are in serious debt then you
should talk to somebody in your chain of
command. If the issue is likely to be short-
term, you may be able to get an advance
on your pay.

Prioritise
payments

Look at what needs to be cleared first. A
debt on a phone you no longer use, for
example, is probably not what you need
to look at initially. If you have two credit
cards then the one with zero interest is
less of a priority.

Don't add to
the debt

Don't borrow more cash to pay off what
you owe. Although it might seem like a
good idea at the time, you are going to end
up deeper in the red.

Keep talking

If you find yourself in long-term debt
it makes sense to negotiate with your
creditors. Don’t block their numbers on
your phone - you could come up with an
affordable agreement and may even be
able to get part of the debt written off.
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g dlfferntcountrleé talk tooe aother’? o
e ;'-.i Exetelse@yﬂamm Front fQUhd out ! \.

5 HAT do ‘y'ou‘do 11 sjomeone says "oglen i Instead f,orces comblned elements of their fire teams
d‘}a!e‘fek.tu" inyour e'étt:p'*it?!ce"7 ' ':-_ tocreate truly multinational strikes — with forward

W Ik youlre involved in a serial . . observers from one sﬂn{alymg data to the Joint Air
I _ where 100 artillery pieces from nine Ground Integration Centre, which then formatted the

¢ ~ different countries are shooting - information for another military’'s guns. i
) e 3,800 live shells — and there are 3,700 The aim was to get different nationalities workmg side-

L A, . personnel out on the ground - you really need to know. by-side across all artillery capabilitiesyfrom observers

It's Polish for “fire for effect”. identifying strategic targets to the units taking aim on
The exercise in question was Dynamic Front —a US-led  the ground.
training package that brought together 26 Nato countries It gave soldiers the chance to learn each other’'s
at Grafenwohr in Germany. And Europe’s largest protocols, while exercise planners assessed the
gathering of guns since the end of the Cold War. procedural, human and technical challenges — including
PR ' The live-firing missions weren't tasked to different vital new digital tools (see page 30).

nations’ batteries one after the other. The British Army was represented by 1st Artillery

=
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Brigade, which brought some 900 personnel, 20 guns, three
multiple-launch rocket systems and three 8lmm mortars, plus
radar and surveillance equipment.

Embedded with them was a battery of Dana 152mm self-
propelled howitzers from the Polish Army’s 12th Mechanised
Brigade, while a US Army airborne battery equipped with the
American version of the light gun was integrated with 7th
Parachute Regiment, Royal Horse Artillery.

“This is the largest live-firing exercise that we take part in
and higher control is being exercised too with interoperability
at its heart,” Col Hugh Baker, deputy commander of 1st Artillery
Brigade, told Soldier.

“‘Our role is to support a US-led division but that is one of three
such formations in a scenario where we are fighting a very large,
well equipped enemy force.

“We have one Polish and two US artillery units under our
command and they have been firing in support of one of our
weapon-locating radars, picking up enemy fire.

“We also have Italian, German, and French regiments
elsewhere which we could call upon”

For most of the gunners it was business as usual, but the sheer
scale of proceedings impressed.

‘T've been in the Army 16 years and I've never seen a show of
force like this in one place before,” said Bdr Frank Shaw (RHA),
who was operating one of 3rd Regiment, Royal Horse Artillery’s
L118 light guns.

‘In Afghanistan we found that other nations’ observers might
be working off different rules of engagement to ours.

“This exercise is all about connecting the dots and finding
more effective ways of working together.

“The nitty gritty of command is being worked on all the time —
it's a matter of progression and polishing that side of things off”

He added: ‘T can see our guns sitting right next to another
nation’s and we fire collectively.

“Bringing all of Nato together to create the firepower to defeat
one large, common enemy makes a lot of sense to me”

With the organisation counting 29 members since Montenegro
joined in 2017, the language barriers are potentially formidable.

But even when there are none, there can still be other lessons
to learn.

Dynamic Front was kicked-off by 7 Para RHA dropping into
the training area with the US Army’s Assassin Battery from 4th
Battalion, 319 Airborne Field Artillery Regiment.

‘After landing we were tasked to support live fires and conduct
a shoot-and-move serial,’ said Capt Brian Marek (US Army),
officer commanding Assassin Battery.

‘In the process we learnt a lot about the differences between
the UK and the US in issuing fire orders.

“The way the UK does it is much more driven by the forward
observers, who determine how many and what type of rounds
are required for the target and pass that information up with
their call for fires.

"By contrast, US observers provide a target description and our
fire direction centre then decides what rounds are needed.

‘So we had to decide how to translate a UK call for fire into a
US order, and we got through that during rehearsals by putting
our fire direction officers together with British forward observers
so they could work out how they should be made”
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For the UK’s 1st Artillery Brigade, however, the high levels of
interoperability on offer were not the only valuable dividend
from this outing.

‘It has been a perfect environment to develop commander
Field Army’s back to basics ethos and he's said to be very
interested in the statistics we have recorded from this package,
said Col Baker.

“The fact our soldiers have been operating in temperatures of
minus 20 degrees Celsius while out here, when even our diesel
was freezing up, is testament to the impressive levels of junior
leadership we have.

“But we also moved our personnel and assets 1,500km in
around 24 hours' driving time — including a Channel crossing —
and that is an achievement too.

‘An expeditionary type of deployment to this part of Europe in
significant numbers reinforces the fact that Nato stands strong.
‘It also reassures our belief that, as a brigade, we can deploy
our many capabilities quickly to support allies on the continent,

wherever they may be.”



[t's been great
working with the
British Army. [ have
been asking a lot
of questions about
your rules of firing
and computer
maps because of
the differences in
the measurements
so that if we had
to use them when
fighting together
we could still hit
the targets.

Capt Pawel Lewandowski
12th Mechanised Brigade,
Polish Army

IN NUMBERS

Light guns
from

3 RHA and

7 Para RHA

AS90s of 19
Regiment, RA :

multiple-
launch rocket
systems from
19 Regiment,
RA

Desert Hawk
unmanned
aerial system
from 32
Regiment, RA

8lmm mortars
operated by 2nd
Battalion, The
Mercian Regiment

I volunteered to supplement
176 Battery of 19 Regiment as
a command post detachment
commander, operating the
multiple-launch rocket
system. Deploying on these
types of exercises makes
sense — particularly as our
battery works closely with
Regular counterparts.

Bdr Adam Falloon
101 Regiment, RA

SHORT
ol

Did Exercise Dynamic
Front hit the target?

['ve been in the Army
for nine years and
['ve never been on
an exercise with so
many nations. I've
been to Canada and
Kenya, but we were
just honing our own
jobs soit's good to
test ourselves on an
exercise of this size.
The French artillery
carne over to see how
our AS90s work and [
like finding out more
about other allied
armies.

Gnr Saeli Masere
19 Regiment, RA

[t's been a
learning curve,
['ve never been
Involved 1n such
a multinational
exercise before.
Learning how our
acoustic sensor
posts work 1n
different kinds
of environments
and weather
was a challenge,
especially in the
cold conditions.

Gnr Sarah Anderson
5th Regiment, RA

This is my first big exercise
with 3 RHA and it’s been an
eye-opener. Due to the scale
of the package there’s been a
lot of waiting around for live
missions but then suddenly
it's all go. The interoperability
angle has been interesting.

Gnr Kirsten Robb
3rd Regiment, RHA




blGABYTE GUNS

New digital communications are
making joint artillery fires even
more lethal

NE of the major focuses of Exercise Dynamic
Front was digital communications.

Virtually every army has a different fire control
system, so if a Nato-wide artillery force is ever
to achieve its potential more member countries
must be able to combine their networks.

That process has already started thanks to a state-of-the-art
software interface called the Artillery Systems Cooperation
Activities (ASCA).

This allows different nations to fuse their field artillery and
fire command and control networks, meaning joint fires can be
coordinated purely digitally.

In turn, this makes them more efficient by mitigating
language barriers and streamlining the process.

It also means each member nation'’s artillery elements — fire
support teams, weapon locating units, command posts and guns
— can potentially be combined to conduct a single fire mission.

Nato nations currently using ASCA include France, Germany,
Italy, Turkey and the US.

Dynamic Front was vital in proving that the British Army'’s
next-generation fire control system will be able to plug
seamlessly into this network.

“This is the first exercise where we have live-fired using our
concept demonstrator software and it’s allowed us to be part
of ASCA," Brig John Mead, commanding officer of 1st Artillery
Brigade, told Soldier. o

“The technology we have is now proven with simulajfé_rd

and live-firing scenarios, and the result’g-Trom
this week will be taken to our engineers to
ensure our next fire control package is fully-.
optimised when we start using it in 2019.”
Britain committed to ASCA two years ago
) and from June it will be the lead nation for
the system, which changes every year on a
rotational basis.
“We will host the annual conference,
assess who joins ASCA next and
. look at how to improve protocol,’
explained Brig Mead.
W\ “More Nato nations want to
\ ‘y be part of this system and an
. increasing number see the benefits
' of joining up fires in this way
because collectively we have very
significant capabilities.
“It's about the network.” M
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Urban ops
bolstered by
new-look
instructors’
course

T'S a dangerous,
personal game of
life and death - and
these troops must
learn its nuances.
Amid the
thickening walls of
smoke the exercising
soldiers move rapidly
towards the next group of
buildings, their familiar
silhouettes moulded into
unusual shapes by the
ladders and grappling irons
they carry.

Then there is the shouting
and the rattling exchange of
mock rounds as they come
under contact.

The drifting haze
dissipates enough to see one
team approach a downstairs
window and begin their entry
drills, disappearing one-by-
one into the building.

The hollow echo of
sporadic automatic rifle fire
rings out as the skirmish
continues unseen from room
to room.

These manoeuvres on
Sennybridge Training Area
in mid-Wales show both the
intensity and complex nature

of fighting in towns. %

Report: Cliff Caswell Pictures: Graeme Main
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As well as facing concealed foes, troops have a
responsibility to prevent harm to civilians while protecting
themselves and colleagues.

With current thinking suggesting that this type of fighting
could be a feature of future conflict, it is crucial that soldiers are
equipped for it.

Thankfully, this exercise — part of the newly rewritten urban

operations instructors’ course run by the Infantry Battle School —

is embedding up-to-date tactics into the core of the Army.

The package brings NCOs and more junior officers from the
teeth arms together, all of them learning crucial disciplines to
pass on to colleagues in their units.

With the latest Nato doctrine at its heart, the training is firmly
focused on working with allies.

“‘Our students are in the second of their three weeks here and
they are beginning to put into practice some of the theory they
have learnt,” course chief instructor WO2 Mike Hughes (Gren
Gds) tells Soldier during the manoeuvres.

“There are several cap badges attending — ranging from
the Infantry and members of the Army Air Corps to tank
commanders and gunners.

“‘All must integrate if operations are to be successful.

“There is also representation from the Infantry Training

urban enwronment You mlghfc
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Y : _ | Ao | 3 <8 TES capability,
i = @ Ses = ' live-firing facilities

Recent upgrades

Rhino rig, cameras,
structural
enhancements
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Centre in Catterick, which means these skills are now
being taken directly back to a new generation of troops.”’

The package is open to ranks from corporal to captain.

Students embark on several days of classroom lessons
before heading to Cilieni Village — a fighting in built-up areas
facility on the training ground — where they put their room and
subterranean clearance drills into practice.

Officers are tested with an operational order during the second
week and conduct a planning exercise using simulation.

All students then build on their learning by moving to Copehill
Down — where Challenger 2 tanks and Warrior armoured
vehicles add a further layer of complexity.

“We can accommodate all three Armed Forces on this course —
we have already had the Royal Air Force here and interest from
the Royal Marines,” says WO2 Hughes.

“‘Our urban teams have also worked closely alongside French
and German counterparts with both nations attending Brecon -
in turn we then deployed to France last year after being invited
to attend the military’s close-quarter battle package’”

The focus on building strength in depth throughout the British
Army — and on interoperability with allies — is clear throughout

the instructors’ course, with its key thrust
on developing a strong body of troops able to
pass on their knowledge of urban operations.

WO?2 Dale Bennison (Gren Gds) is due to
take over as course chief instructor when this
issue goes to press.

“We need to get the protocols into the veins
of guys coming in," he says

It is a view shared by Infantry Battle School
commanding officer Lt Col Shaun Chandler
(RGR), who is equally confident the right
approach is being taken.

“From little acorns, big trees will grow,” he
concludes. “We are definitely going in the
right direction with this course”

@ Soldiers at Cilieni Village now : e ff( '
have the opportunity to refine As well as giving troops a ; ' '
their manual method of entry chance to hone their abilities,

techniques — care of a new piece Rhino also demonstrates
of kit that was recently installed how simple enemy tactics to

as part of an upgrade. barricade themselves in can hold
The Rhino rig features a up those clearing a building.

door that can be adjusted to

increasingly difficult levels .

of robustness — presenting a
challenge for troops attempting
to breach it.

Personnel can be confronted
by obstacles as simple as
improvised wooden jams to ‘
multiple locks, which require A
a decent technique and some
serious elbow grease to
dislodge them.

 lolds /Is
| ground

%
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Words: Becl y Clark Pictures: Freepik

Ra How the information war could affect you
on operations...

ID you hear the one about the morgue employee who was accidentally
cremated while taking a nap? Or about the Tokyo restaurant that serves up
human meat?
If you did, chances are it was enough to get your fake news antennae well
and truly twitching.
They were just two among thousands of outlandish and often gruesome
fictitious articles doing the rounds online in the past 12 months.
The phenomenon has become so familiar that Collins Dictionary even named
the term its word of the year for 2017.
From cannibalism hoaxes and made-up celebrity scandals to reports designed to stir
up racial hatred or push political agendas, it seems no sphere is immune.
And neither is the military.
In November 2016, a story appeared on social media that appeared to show British
troops brawling in Latvia.
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Defence sources reacting in the UK press suggested the
incident had been set up in a deliberate attempt by Russian
media to portray Nato personnel as thugs.

|
The following February rumours began circulating that
German soldiers had gang-raped a Russian teenager while
deployed in Lithuania.
When no evidence could be found that a crime had taken
place the finger of suspicion was again pointed at the Kremlin. .

Similar stories preceded Russia’s incursion into the Ukraine
in 2014. . / . Follow these tips from FullFact.org,
False accounts spread that ethnic Russians were being the UK'’s independent fact-checking

targeted or harassed by Crimean citizens — an effort to justify harity if X bout i
Moscow’s intervention as necessary for the protection of its charity, 1l youre unsure about a story...

nationals overseas.

In a sign of how seriously the government
is taking the fake news threat, senior military
figures have become more outspoken about the
weaponization of information.

Speaking at the opening of the new Defence
Cyber School at Shrivenham'’s Defence Academy
(page 11), Gen Sir Chris Deverell, Commander Joint
Forces Command, emphasised the onslaught of

misinformation was just one strand of a sustained I [“[ “““$“a|
1ti- k ia.
m}'JV\tllhgﬁﬁgs(i:Lafo c})oy iil:sssl'?eal, plant, manipulate, I [“[matllng I

distort and destroy our information,” he said. # HE scenlical ut haadli“es ] Many false

“It's part of their doctrine. news sites have
“They seek an advantage over us — that's why they want to False news stories often have catchy \ misspellings or
interfere in the US elections; that’s why they have a tendency to headlines, all in capital letters with awkward layouts.

spread propaganda and fake news; that's why they sponsor or exclamation marks. If shocking claims Read carefully
conduct cyber attacks against regimes who oppose their ends. in the headline sound unbelievable, they if you see these
“They are quite honestly capable of anything. We've got to be probably are. things. 1
really on our guard and able to defend ourselves.”
Peter Quentin, Research Fellow for Land Warfare at the Royal
United Services Institute, agreed that churning out made-
up stories was part of a broad programme of disruptive
military and political activities designed to distract Russian
audiences from domestic issues and restore the country’s
status asagreatpower. ~ RREE
“Russia’s information warfare is just another front in a
‘retro Cold War'” he explained.

# |nspect the dates

“But the current threat is more multi-dimensional, in o5 TAY contain \
both its location and approach, aiming not to seize territory False news stoneke no sense, O even
but re-establish itself at the top table of international affairs. timelines that ntl)ien altered. - -
“That is why Russia sows distrust within and between dates that have ~ ~

Western states, targeting those organisations like Nato which
represent the status quo in global order.

“It is done by discrediting our democratic institutions with # lunk clusal
a barrage of fake news, the truth of which is irrelevant so long y
as it serves to make the public question them and disrupt our l th “Rl
own cohesion. a a

“It's about undermining the very concept of objective truth. Many false news sites

“Everything is overblown, nothing is as it seems and the mimic authentic news
facts get lost — it's a white noise approach and it's very hard to sources by making small
defend against.” changes to the URL.

Fake news may be a trending topic, but the concept is far

from new. 4
Psychological operations and deception have long been a
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core military tactic — think inflatable tanks distracting the
Exes e Germans prior to the Normandy landings or even the famous
' Trojan horse of Greek mythology.
: # |s lha Slu [y However, Quentin believes that what is different today is
k- . g that the lines between the tactical and strategic, military and
a l“ka? civilian have become blurred.
T “All Service personnel are taught values and standards and

Some false news the law of armed conflict as part of their mandatory training,’
stories are intentionally he explained.
umorous or satirical
it these can be hard to
entify. Check whether the

“That’s the legal basis for everything the British Army does
and covers principles such as military necessity, proportionality
rce is known for parody, of force and protection of nqn-combatants.
| whether the report's “Fake news operates outside of those rules. It's not
tails and tone suggest it proportionate and no precautions are taken to minimise
y be just for fun. collateral damage — in the modern information environment,
higks f dominated by the Internet and smartphones, it is impossible
e to prevent non-target audiences being exposed.
. “We tend to follow protocol and we put stock in truth.
# EUHSIdEI' tha phUIUS “The reason the Russians are so effective at this
| is that they tend to act first and worry about begging
False news stories often contain | » - ) forgiveness later.
manipulated images or videos, or ] S “When I speak to troops they think the Russians are
authentic photos that have been taken | mw.. | playing the same game as us, but actually they don’t care
out.of context. Search for the picture to 4 if they create an outright lie”
verify where it came from. To further complicate matters the term "fake news"
has become a catch-all phrase to describe everything
from propaganda, spin, conspiracy theories, journalistic
mistakes or even reporting that people simply don't like.

And while some stories are quite obviously false, the more
convincing ones blend fact and fiction to sow uncertainty

and create an environment where it is increasingly hard to
tell truth from lies.
A major in the Intelligence Corps, whose name and place of
work we are withholding on security grounds, described fake
news as a spectrum.

“You've got the whopping lies on one side, all the way down
to what is essentially true but focusing on the negatives of a
certain story, and everything in between,” he said.

“So it becomes very difficult to define — you can look at
certain news outlets and say those are fake news channels,
depending on your politics.

“If you start to read into stuff and believe
everything you see it dents the credibility
of traditional news sources, and potentially
peoples’ faith and trust in the chain of
command as well.

“And on an individual level, if you

! become susceptible to fake news then your

decisions about things like which bank to
g\ deal with or what product to buy could be
.] compromised - it's a gradual process.”

# Look at other reports

If no other news source is reporting the
same story, it may indicate that it is fake. If the

details are reported by multiple sources you trust,
it's more likely to be true.

# Investigate the Source

Ensure that the story is written by a source you
trust, with a reputation for accuracy. If the report
comes from an unfamiliar organisation, check - . iy .
their “about” section to learn more. Also, check the . Y .Quentln algreed. Wg S sc,) used to having
author’s sources to confirm they are truthful. Lack reliable media — especially in the UK - so
of evidence or reliance on unnamed experts may . we tend to swallow things whole and believe
indicate a false story. ) what we see in print.
“It's also not the case that the so-called

digital natives are savvier.

“There are studies that suggest that when

W

Think critically about the stories
you read, and only share news
that you know to be credible.
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you're younger you're more susceptible to such influences.

“We talk about the thinking soldier but that's no longer
enough. Modern operations require a critical-thinking soldier

“Personnel must become more resilient and analytical and
learn to question everything when they look at a story.

“Troops aren't just deployed in their military capacity these
days, they are deployed for their values and standards; they are
ambassadors as much as soldiers.”

Efforts have been under way for some time to educate British
troops about the risks of fake news.

Servicemen and women deploying to Eastern Europe as part
of Nato’s enhanced forward presence are now routinely warned
during intelligence briefs about Russian attempts to subvert
public opinion.

Cadets at the Royal Military Academy Sandhurst are also
made aware of misinformation and how to deal with it as part of
Exercise Agile Influence.

The daylong package simulates a complex operation in which
online, print and broadcast media publish a variety of material

o

14:59 pM (

Kidnapping victims break silence on

James Arches continues fighting to i

get his savings back

! :
Kidnapping victims break silence on
video

Egiptian feaders lay out plan for
fast transition
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— some of it more reliable than others.

But away from the fictional exercise scenario, the scale of the
real-life phenomenon is sobering.

A recent study by scientists from the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology found that falsehoods spread faster and further
on Twitter than facts.

In their analysis of 125,000 stories, tweeted more than
4.5 million times in total, the researchers discovered that
reports classified as untrue by independent fact-checking
organisations routinely diffused to between 1,000 and 100,000
people, whereas those categorised as genuine rarely reached
more than 1,000 users.

In other words, made up stories are much more likely to end
up going viral.

However, the challenge goes much deeper than simply
alerting people to the existence of the problem.

As the Intelligence Corps officer added, denial can make
audiences surprisingly stubborn.

“People really don't like being told they're being manipulated,”
he said.

“So it's often counterproductive to point out to someone
that something is fabricated — they might respond in quite a
defensive way.

“The only way you can fight it is to get people not wanting
to be lied to in the first place; to get them thinking about what
they're reading and fact-checking things. But that’s difficult.

“It takes effort to analyse and be critical about what you see
while you're scrolling quickly through your newsfeed.”

The long-term impact of fake news may not yet be clear, nor
is there an obvious solution as to how — or even if — it can be
tackled effectively.

The government recently announced it is setting up a special
unit to deal with the issue and a debate has been rumbling for
some time about whether internet providers and platforms such

as Facebook and YouTube should do more to prevent fake
material spreading.
In the meantime it seems that we, as individuals, need
to wise up to the threat and be more discerning when
viewing or sharing news online.
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veterans

reflect on

the lasting
legacy of

their Cold
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[T CAME UP

LIKE A PERFECT

MUSHROOM

AND ONTOPIT
WAS GLOWING

b b

Main picture: The
mushroom cloud of a
hydrogen bomb ascends
into the sky during a test
over Christmas Island

Picture: Imperial War Museum

Interview: Becky Clark Pictures: Peter Davies and Martin Jones

HE photographs look like holiday snaps from a
bygone era.

Young men relax on an idyllic beach fringed
with palm trees; the surf is a vivid blue.

‘Someone had just caught a fish there,” says
Eric Barton (ex-RE, pictured below right) pointing
to one of the grainy coloured images stored on
his laptop.

“We would catch and cook them all the time”

Another black and white picture shows a group of men posing with
different musical instruments.

“That was the band we formed,” explains former Royal Navy chef
Doug Hern (pictured below left).

‘I played the guitar and we used to entertain the troops stationed
on the island”

But closer inspection of the collection reveals that all was not well
in paradise.

Barton calls up another photo.

“That’s one of the explosions,” he continues.

On his computer screen a vast white mushroom cloud towers into
the azure sky, dwarfing anything else in the frame.

The picture is as sinister as it is extraordinary, and the story it tells
nothing short of remarkable.

In the 1950s and 60s Barton and Hern were among thousands of
British troops sent to Christmas Island to take part in atomic testing
as the UK, along with other Western allies, raced to develop its
nuclear capabilities.

A vehicle mechanic by trade, Barton's task was to ensure the
smooth running of the generator and electrical systems during
Operation Dominic, a series of American-led detonations in 1962.

He recalls how he arrived at the remote Pacific atoll straight out of
training and with no idea of the sights he was about to witness.

“When the bomb went off you weren't allowed to look at the actual
flash," he says.

“They would sit us behind our billets, facing the other way, but after
the initial explosion you could stand up and watch this fantastic
thing — it was unbelievable.

‘T'd never seen anything like it before and I sincerely hope I never
see it again.

‘It came up like a perfect mushroom and on top it was glowing. It
was just incredible.”

The experiments were designed to assess the effects of atomic
radiation on equipment, infrastructure and provisions as
well as personnel.

Hern was present for the first British tests in
1957 — codenamed Grapple — which ranged in
size up to a maximum blast of 3.5 megatons.

Positioned on a spit of sand 19 miles away
from ground zero, he and his comrades would
turn their backs, adopt a foetal position and cover
their eyes with their hands.

“The heat is like you've opened a baker's oven
and it hits you in the back,” he continues.

‘But it gets hotter and hotter as it goes
through your whole body until it's
unbearable on your shins — you've basically
been microwaved.

‘And even through your closed
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- has so far been unsuccessful and they continue to push for
official medallic recognition.

“We are the only people other than the Japanese and the other
nationalities who took part, who stood there and witnessed and
felt the power of one of these detonations,” emphasises Hern.

“Even from a distance it's not a pleasant experience.

‘It doesn'’t leave you. You carry it with you for the whole of
your life

Fortunately for humankind, these weapons of mass
destruction — many times more powerful than the detonations
at Hiroshima and Nagasaki — were never deployed in anger.

Following the tests various sections of Christmas Island were
sealed off for decades and as late as 2006 military debris was
still being removed.

This month a group of British veterans will return to the atoll
to dedicate a memorial to the soldiers of all nations who were
put in harm’s way in the name of scientific progress.

Even today, nearly 30 years after the end of the Cold War, their
stories must surely stand as a stark reminder for those in power
to consign the dark days of nuclear brinkmanship to the past. B

[ \

eyes you could see your bones like a pink X-ray. A THE British nuclear test veterans may feel like their
“With each detonation our clothing changed. contribution to the arms race has largely been forgotten, but
‘I started out in blue overalls and anti-flash gear and by the their legacy lives on in the skills and drills of the men and
time I saw the fifth I was in shorts, flip-flops and a bush hat” women serving today.

Sappers on Christmas Island during the H-bomb trials,
1959 A soldier from the Army’s Mobile Defence Corps
dressed in protective clothing carries a contamination survey

meter in 1956 and SSgt Mitch Meehan (RTR), an instructor at the
Defence CBRN Centre, in current full protective clothing
Pictures: Soldier archive

Despite being a trained cook, Hern found himself employed SSgt Mitch Meehan ( RTR) is an instructor at the Defence
as a fisherman, obtaining samples from the sea for the Chemical, Biological, Radiological and Nuclear Centre at
sclentists to test. Winterbourne Gunner in Wiltshire.

Part of his role also saw him cleaning up a sector of the coast, “Ilearnt about the history in training and we still teach it

sometimes wading up to his waist in dead fish and birds that now," says the 38-year-old.

had washed ashore after the blasts. “From the very first tests to Hiroshima, Nagasaki and
According to Hern, if troops happened to cut themselves the later experiments in the Cold War, all of that helped to

while on the island they would experience flu-like symptoms, develop the knowledge we have today about safety and the

nausea and headaches, and the site of the wound would characteristics and effects of a nuclear explosion.”

ulcerate and turn blue. The senior NCO adds that the idea of putting people, even
And in the 60 or so years since, many of the veterans have with modern protective clothing, anywhere near an atomic

reported a range of perplexing health problems, not just in blast is, of course, completely alien today.

themselves but in their children, grandchildren and even “We understand so much more thanks to those
great-grandchildren. ) = trials,” he continues.

Barton, now aged 76, has also had cancer and was / “Plus we have sensors, cameras and detectors
diagnosed with epilepsy. 't now, so we would never need to subject

Hern's daughter died of a rare form of cancer in - ’! oy

humans to that kind of exposure.

1977, aged 13. /‘\ 5 “But it was a different era. For a start
Of the 22,500 personnel who took part in the tests, ) // the technology wasn't there but the mindset
some 3,000 are still alive today. ~ ) of personnel during that period was also

Hern and Barton are part of the British i completely different.
Nuclear Test Veterans' Association, a a “Back then it was vital to national
charity that supports those affected by the 103N security; they were helping

missions, as well as promoting research | 2 to develop our weapons
and public education. ; g capability.

They feel there is little bR “They're really the
acknowledgment of what they went | s A= unsung heroes.” ,

through — a campaign for compensation
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MUSTER
RHYMES

Soldiers showcase their lyrical brilliance

HE results of the British
Army Poetry Competition
have been released — and
its organisers say the
initiative has raised the
curtain on some promising
= = new wordsmiths.
More than 600 entries were received
— providing a tough task for judges
shortlisting the work, who were impressed
with both serving and civilian scribes.
Aspiring poets were asked to
submit their words on the theme
of “writing Armistice” to coincide
with the centenary of the end of the
First World War.

Poetry has long been used as a
way for soldiers to convey the highs
lows of military life, and the work of

writers like Siegfried Sassoon and
Wilfred Owen is among the defining
literature of the last century.
Army arts engagement
lead Lt Col Jo Young (RLC),
whose team organised
the competition with
sponsorship from the
) Museum of Army
Y Medicine, said
entrants had
ranged from
first-timers

—

S

\

4T /
1“ _-’f

to veteran writers.

She told Soldier: “We had poems put .
through from children as young as eight. o3

“Across the board the quality has been
good — and it's impressive that all of the
entrants, regardless of age, had something
to say on the subject”

The contest had three categories — under
18s, over 18s and serving personnel.

There was also a special commendation
for a poem about military medicine.

Lt Col Young said the event,
due to be repeated, heralded
greater collaboration between the
Service and the arts community.

She added that the Five Soldiers
dance tour (shown right), first performed at
last year’s Edinburgh Fringe, had already
attracted interest from other venues.

The Aldershot-based Reservist
continued: “We are looking at further
collaboration with theatre groups, dance
groups and literary festivals.

“Our aim is to reach areas of society that
might not engage as fully with us.

“We have some talented people serving
— for example, great photographers and
musicians as well.

“So we want to see how the arts can
benefit the 21st century Army”

The prizegiving will be held on April 28
at the National Army Museum, London. H
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ARMY POETRY COMPETITION:
THE WINNERS

Under 18s:

Lucie Stanfield
Truce

Over 18s:

Isabel Palmer
Shell Shock

Serving soldier (including Reservists ):

Pte Thomas Waghorn (RAVC)
Through the Mud, Through the Rain and Falling Snow

Special commendation:

Antony Owen
A Black Nurse Tends to Wounds

The gas approached, death dressed as a cloud
A killer without a voice, but the screams were loud

Lungs torn to pieces, eyes robbed of sight

Brave men put down, by an enemy they could not fight
An entire generation bravely stood their ground

Now we stand at the cenotaph,

as Big Ben sounds.

Excerpt from Through the Mud, Through the Rain and
Falling Snow by Pte Thomas Waghorn (RAVC)
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Personnel
aren’
Jrowing on
1868

‘Why

FTER 26 years of service | left the
ACorps of Royal Engineers in 2014.
| would never have left the Army
if I'd had the opportunity to stay but my
time was served and that was it.

Fortunately, | managed to remain in
uniform on full-time Reserve service
(FTRS) and was then informed that former
Regular personnel could rejoin certain
corps and trades.

| was delighted to see the post of Royal
Engineer logistics specialist — supervisor
OR7 advertised, but was soon brought
back down to earth as it said applicants
had to be medically fully deployable.

I left the Army as medically limited
deployable (MLD) and probably served on
more tours and operations in this state
than when fully fit.

Personnel who are qualified to do this
job aren’t growing on trees and | still
have plenty to offer, so why am | being
penalised because of a medical status and
injury sustained while serving?

Surely, if | was able to complete half of
my career in this condition I'm still able to
serve now? — SSgt John Williams, RE

Maj Ali Smith, SO2 Soldier Policy,
Department of Manning (Army),
replies: It is always good to hear
from soldiers who've enjoyed their
Regular service, especially when
they feel they have more to offer
before they hang up their uniform.

Under current manning policy
personnel who serve for 24 years
are classed as having completed
a full career. Only a small number
of troops, normally with specialist
skills, will be offered further service
and this depends on the prevailing
situation at the time.

Full details on the mechanisms
for granting this can be found in

R LRy o

rE —_— 3 SR oy
id h ?
idge the gap?

2017DINO1-109.

There remains the possibility of
former Regular soldiers who have
completed a full career rejoining
and completing the balance of a
30-year engagement, subject to a
vacancy and successful application.

Over the last few years FTRS
personnel have sometimes been
used to mitigate areas where there
has been manning pressure, which
can be beneficial for both the Army
and the individual.

Recently, there has been a drive
to increase the numbers of Regular
rejoiners, including introducing
a £10,000 bounty to be given to
those returning to specific cohorts
of trades.

Additionally, the official
Army vacancies list on the Army
homepage of the defence intranet
is updated monthly to advertise
transfer opportunities within the
Regular Army as it is preferable for
a soldier to move to a different role
than leave the Service.

The specific criteria required to
either rejoin or transfer applicants
for each trade is subject to
individual cap badge policy.

The Corps of Royal Engineers
require logistic specialist transfer
or rejoin applicants to be fully
deployable for the role in which
they will be employed.

However, it is possible that there
are other positions in the Army
which would accept MLD applicants,
especially if individuals are
prepared to rejoin at a lower rank
than previously held.

These policies are subject to
periodic revision, so may change in
the future.

YOUR letters provide an
insight into the issues at the
top of soldiers’ agendas...
but please be brief. Emails
must include your name and
location (although we won't
publish them if you ask us
not to). We reserve the right to
accept or reject letters, and to
edit for length, clarity or style.
Before you write to us with a
problem, you should first have
tried to get an answer via your
own chain of command.

J§ mail@soldiermagazine.co.uk
Y @soldiermagazine
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Queen
Victoria

School

Raising to
Distinction

Admissions Deadline
15th January each year

Queen Victoria School in
Dunblane is a co-educational
boarding school for the children
of UK Armed Forces personnel
who are Scottish, or who have
served in Scotland or who have
been members of a Scottish
regiment.

The QVS experience encourages
and develops well-rounded,
confident individuals in an
environment of stability

and continuity.

The main entry point is into
Primary 7 and all places are fully
funded for tuition and boarding
by the Ministry of Defence.

Families are welcome to find out
more by contacting Admissions
on +44 (0) 131 310 2927

% to arrange a visit.
Minist . .
of|gsefg109 Queen Victoria School
3 Dunblane Perthshire
- o — FK15 0JY

— —| www.qvs.school



It’s a waste of time

| ONLY ASKED
HOW HE WAS
GETTING ON WITH 1;HE
NEW FOOTWEAR!
/

=X
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Footwear request given the boot

FTER three deployments | have a
Agood selection of desert footwear
and a decent overview of types of

boots available in brown.

| dislike models with a Gore-Tex lining
which | can only tolerate in the coldest,
wettest conditions as my feet usually
overheat and become prickly.

When | went to our quartermaster
to be issued with new brown boots, |
requested a pair of the cheapest unlined
Magnum Desert Patrols, the same as the
quartermaster was wearing, but was
informed | was not entitled and given a
pair of more expensive Gore-Tex-lined
Haix instead.

| explained my problem and was told
there was no alternative available and if |
needed special issue boots | would have
to produce a medical certificate.

Where's the sense in that? — Maj
Keith Tween, RLC

Lt Col Simon Blake, SO1 Logistic
Commodities, Logistic Support, Army
Headquarters, replies: Constructive
feedback on clothing and footwear
is always welcome.

To assist all Service personnel,
there is a formally recognised
process of fault reporting using the
MoD F1197 Defect Report where it
has been found that an item is not
fit for purpose.

Defence Equipment and Support
are constantly under pressure to
procure value-for-money items for
Servicemen and women, balanced
against any compromise to both
capability and usability.

In this case, both types of issued
temperate weather high liability
combat boots are virtually identical
in cost.

The unit quartermaster
department was clearly not stocked
or had insufficient time to provide
the alternative Altberg Defender.

The staff, however, were correct
in stating that warm weather low
liability boots are only issued
to entitled individuals or units
deploying into warm or hot weather
environments overseas.

This footwear is less costly but,
importantly, not designed for the
rigours of the UK climate.

Also, it's not recommended
practice for officers and soldiers to
use boots passed on by colleagues
because their integrity, performance
and fit cannot be guaranteed.

The full combat boot range has
undergone extensive field trialling
and is broadly supported across the
Field Army.

The next procurement round of
this kit will be less expensive and so
will deliver even more cost benefits
to defence — and they will have been
subjected to extensive testing.

There
Wasno
alternative

ALKBACK

MY RESETTLEMENT
1S UNSETTLING ME

® | HAVE completed nearly 20 years
of service and as I'm on versatile
engagement I've been told | cannot
start my resettlement process until
my 23-year point.

This means | miss out on two
years' worth of resettlement, a factor
that wasn't pointed out to me when
I signed up for this — and everybody
else | have spoken to who is in the
same boat has a similar opinion.

Why don't we receive the identical
resettlement time to people serving
22 years?

Surely we shouldn’t be punished
for serving an extra period. — Sgt
Matthew French, RE

Maj Ali Smith, SO2 Soldier
Policy, Department of Manning
(Army), replies: Entitlement to
resettlement provisions begins
two years before leaving the
Army. As a result, soldiers

who remain on legacy 22-year
engagements may commence
resettlement after 20 years

of service, and those on the
versatile engagement (full) 24-
year arrangements may do so
after 22 years of service.

Hence, the time available to
take advantage of resettlement
activities is the same for soldiers
on both engagements.

For those who choose to
terminate early, the resettlement
entitlement depends on length
of service, and in normal
circumstances is completed
within the notice period.

Full details of this policy are
contained in JSP 534.

COURSE GORRECTION FOR A REGULAR-TURNED-RESERVIST

@ | WAS a Regular soldier for 22 years and reached
the rank of warrant officer, leaving in November
2010. In April 2013 | joined the Reserve as a

staff sergeant and have been told | must attend

the warrant officer command, leadership and
management (CLM) part one course if | wish to

become a substantive WO2.

On JPA it can be seen that | attended and passed
both parts of this package while | was a Regular.

To do it again would be a waste of time for me,
the instructors and my civilian employer. — SSgt

Shaun Neath, RLC

Maj Jim Crompton, SO2 Soldier Policy,
Individual Development Branch, responds:

Field Army Command Group issued direction

on February 14, 2018 to all units confirming

that, once an individual has completed CLM

part one successfully in the Regular or Reserve

and completion has been recorded as a

competency on JPA, the individual is qualified
for substantive promotion and does not need
to re-attend training.

If you have this proof you do not need to do

this course again.
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Your WelComE account card...

A WelComE account card is assigned to
you for your entire military career and can
be used to access telephone and Internet
services whilst deployed.

You should receive it after basic training.
If you haven’t been given it, speak to your
admin officer. For more information visit:
www.mywelcome.co.uk

Lost your account card? no worries! Speak to
your admin officer who will be able to provide you with your
WelComE account number and a password to reset your PIN.

WelComE Customer Contact Centre We lco m E

customer.support@mywelcome.co.uk | www.mywelcome.co.uk Welfare Communications Everywhere

. FLYASPITFIRE! &

AT BIGGIN HILL i

Spitfire hangar

Flying experiences tours also available

start from just £2550
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I was shocked it didn’t count

Feeling exposed:
Reservist's tour in
Afghanistan is not
recognised for ELC

b

Iy

into a three-year full-time Reserve

service (FTRS) stint at RAF Wyton
following two years based at Chicksands.

Prior to that | served on Op Herrick.

My total mobilised service, including
post-operational tour leave, is just under
12 months.

I recently enquired whether | would
be entitled to enhanced learning credits
(ELC) at the end of my current posting, on
the basis that my total service would by
then be around six years and recognising
that | will surely need to reskill prior to
returning to civilian life.

| was shocked to discover that while
my FTRS service does indeed count
towards ELC eligibility, the time spent
on operations in Afghanistan does not,
despite the fact that | was serving with
the Regular Army during my mobilisation.

A Regular soldier would not be
discriminated against in this manner.

Standard learning credits will be
insufficient to provide me with the
level of retraining needed after such a
significant break from civilian life.

Can somebody please explain this
anomaly as well as how it fits with the
“one Army” ethos. — Cpl John Wells,
Int Corps

I AM a Reservist almost nine months

Maj Carolyn Silva, Individual
Development Branch, Army
Headquarters, responds: Reserve
personnel have different terms

and conditions of service to their
Regular counterparts and only FTRS
personnel, non-Regular permanent
staff (NRPS) and members of the
Military Provost Guard Service

(MPGS) are eligible to accrue their
time serving for ELC entitlement.

This scheme enables Regular
troops to conduct personal
and professional development
throughout their career that not
only enhances the value added to
the Army but also allows them to
develop skills they may not have had
the opportunity to acquire by way of
being in the Armed Forces.

The ELC programme recognises
that with Reservists the Army is
not the primary employer and
those personnel are free to pursue
development opportunities through
their civilian role.

Your FTRS service is recognised by
the ELC scheme but your time on Op
Herrick is considered to be mobilised
Reserve service and therefore in
accordance with JSP 822 does not
count towards eligibility.

Part 1, section 6.5, paragraph 8 of
that publication states: “FTRS, MPGS
and NRPS may have elected to join
the ELC scheme in the expectation of
meeting the eligibility requirements,
noting that:

a. Eligibility calculations will only
include that time on active service
after April 1, 2000.

b. Qualifying service may include

a mix of Regular and non-Regular
service periods and need not be
continuous. It should be recorded
on the non-continuous service form
on the Enhanced Learning Credits
Administration Services website
and submitted with the registration
application and with each ELC claim.”

‘Where is the ‘one Army’ éthbs?’

A Regular
would not
be {reated
Inthis
manner

Get it off your chest
and on social media

www.facebook.com/soldiermagazine

L Imagine what it

E would be like if this
was a larger scale incident... or
if they had been using a more
extreme weapon. [ just hope
that the country is prepared
to handle all situations with
current and future funding.

Thank God for the

Army. You may not
agree with recent wars we
have become embroiled in but
they are always there when
we need them.

Even when not in a
% theatre of war, our
lads and lasses in the Armed
Forces are still putting their
lives on the line.

-

v o i VRenevenBritain
needs rescuing it is
the military who are

called in to sort out the mess.

First class job — well done

to all.

Whenever there is a

dirty job to be done it
is the military who are called
in to clean it up, regardless of
the risks to their own lives.
Well done and thank you.

Great job lads and
lasses.
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Independent Education Boarding 8 to 19 years CEA
Queen Ethelburga’s - Girls and Boys

Thorpe Underwood, York. YO26 9SS. Tel: 01423 333 330 Email: info@QE

-> Your parental termly contribution is only £925 - A
This extremely low, termly, parental contribution means we rank as one ¢
of the most competitively priced schools for UK Forces. Childcare
Vouchers also accepted.

=> QE College is league table ranked as the 3rd best UK

boarding school for academic results, our Faculty is 5th.
We accept a broad ability range. As one parent said “QE can turn a
youngster into well above average academically and have them also turn
out as happy and well-rounded.” 95% of Year 13 go to University with
majority to Oxbridge, lvy League or Russell Group universities.

-» Our boarding facilities are the best in Europe.

No one else even comes close.
All bedrooms have private bathroom plus phone, voice mail, large plasma
TV/DVD player + gaming port (on timer), a Sony PS3, fridge, microwave,
trouser press and hot drinks facilities. House staff are friendly and caring.

=> A vast amount of fun filled activities and trips out.
100+ weekly non-sports and sports activities = fun packed weekends.

-> £30m Sports Village with 7 Astro-Turfs

+ 250,000 sq feet of indoor facilities
QE is a UK leading school for Sport so it is not surprising that...
QE - North Yorks County Academy Centre in Partnership England Netball
QE is the Pennine Pumas Training Centre for England Hockey
QE is the Regional Performance Coaching Centre for England Basketball
QE is a Nationally recognised Performance Training Centre for Elite Rugby
QE Cricket Academy - Official partner of Yorkshire County Cricket Club

-> More British Forces children than any other

boarding school - because we care.
We understand the needs of service families with staff who are married
to serving members of the Forces. With years of experience in ensuring
our 380 Forces children settle well, are confident and successful.

E.org
7.

.org. www.Q
— g7

Dedicated, professional, friendly and helpful staff go the “extra mile” UK’s Top 20 Independent Schools
to ensure your child is happy and doing well. We have Forces families 2017 - % A*/A A-Level (paily Telegraph)
from all over the UK. Easy to get to by road, rail and air. Ranking of Schools taking boarders

=> £100m invested in new facilities in the last 8 years. Nationally Ranking all type schools

% A* | A A-Level

Why choose an independent school education if you qualify for CEA?

1 Cardiff Sixth Form College 91%

Other Schools Results If you made a list, the same reasons would Perse School, Cambridge 87%

5 | QE College 85% | keep appearing. We think the list might 2 Westminster School, London | 86%
17 | Faculty of QF 77% | include: happy children, top ten academics King's College School (KCS) | 86%

Queen Ethelburga's College | 85%
Guildford Girls High School | 85%
Concord College, Shrewsbury| 84%
City of London Girls School 84%
Haberdashers' Aske's Boys 84%
10 | St John's College, Cardiff 83%
11 | King Edward's Birmingham, | 82%
12 | Magdalen College, Oxford 80%

68 | Christ's Hospital Sch  |57% | a personalised approach, top quality teachers |3

81 | Monmouth School 55% | with specialised expertise, good discipline,

Cheltenham College |55% | |atest technology and superb facilities, 4

g3, | Bromsgrove 5;“""‘" 54% | excellent pastoral care, amazing sport, first

Dauntsey's Schoo 0% | (|ass boarding accommodation, diverse

Dean Close School 49% . : =
experience, small classes, university success,

114 | Kingswood School 48% 4
143 | Kingham Hill School | 45% excellent career prospects and first class

Lo~NO W B WN =

Monkton Combe 42% | confidence and self assurance. If you want :

Gordon's School 36% | the best for your child, and to stand a chance 13 North London Collegiate Sch | 79%
King's School Bruton |34% | of achieving most of this list, we believe you 14 | Royal fSrammaIr, Guildford | 78%
Welbeck College 34% | would need to pick one of the top 10 UK 12 a"f;""; Sf‘hoc: jaD:h:w?sh i 77§
King's Coll Taunton  [31% | |ndependent boarding schools as ranked by 17 : e]r e She Isb LA ;;%

239 | Stamford School 30% | the Daily Telegraph. BUT, most importantly |- Eaculty e Ehelonrga's

Millfield School 25% of all, we unashamedly also offer 6 | 18 | Brighton College, Brighton 76%
Barnard Castle School |21% ; 7 | 19 | St Mary's School Ascot, Ascot| 75%

16% TLC - tender, loving care! 20

271 | Licensed Vict Ascot Hampton School, Hampton | 73%




&7 COMPETITIONS

Spine line winners: Martyn Bowen,
75 Engr Regt, Failsworth; Frank
Johnstone, Worcester; Maria Lester,
Droylsden; William Smith, Catterick
Garrison, North Yorkshire; John
Brooks, Prince William of Gloucester
Barracks, Grantham.

Z DIARY

April 29: New memorial stone

to be unveiled at the National
Memorial Arboretum, dedicated

to those who served in The Prince of
Wales's Own Regiment of Yorkshire
and its antecedents The West Yorkshire
Regiment and The East Yorkshire
Regiment. Tickets available via the
regimental association.

N

May 5: Stoke-on-Trent Military
Tattoo in aid of ABF The Soldiers’
Charity at King's Hall, Kingsway.
Doors open at 1730. Tickets are £10
from Music Mania, Hanley on 01782
206000. Information on VIP packages
available on 01952 674323.

May 22 and 27: Guided walk
at the National Memorial
Arboretum National Forest
Walking Festival. Admission £3.

June 2: Royal Military Police
annual remembrance service and
parade at the National Memorial
Arboretum.

June 3: Ferryhill Veterans’ Charity
Show at Mainsforth Cricket Complex,
Morrison Terrace, County Durham from
0900 to 1800.

June 15: Honourable Artillery
Company flank companies’ ball at
Armoury House, City Rd, London ECTY
2BQ. The theme is Shanghai Nights
and guests are welcome by invite of
HAC members. For more details visit
www.hac.org.uk

&7 DIRECTORY

ABF The Soldiers’ Charity:
0207901 8900 ;
www.soldierscharity.org

Armed Forces Buddhist Society:
Chaplain 020 7414 3411
www.afbs-uk.org

Armed Forces Christian Union:
01252 311221; www.afcu.org.uk

Armed Forces Muslim
Association:

Chaplain 020 7414 3252;
www.afma.org.uk

BUU_H P[]|NTS Bite-sized data to keep you in the know

Armed Services Advice Project:
0808 800 1007;
www.adviceasap.org.uk

Army Families Federation:
01264 382324; mil 94391 2324;
www.aff.org.uk

Army LGBT Forum:
www.armylgbt.org.uk;
chair@armylgbt.org.uk

Army Libraries: 01252 340094

Army Ornithological Society:
www.armybirding.org.uk

Army Welfare Service:
01904 882053;
www.army.mod.uk/welfare-
support

Big White Wall:
www.bigwhitewall.com

Blesma, The Limbless Veterans:
020 8590 1124;
www.blesma.org

Blind Veterans UK:
(formerly St Dunstan’s)

020 7723 5021;
www.blindveterans.org.uk

Care After Combat:
www.careaftercombat.org

Career Transition Partnership:
020 7469 6661

Children’s Education Advisory
Service:

01980 618244,
dcyp-ceas-enquiries@mod.uk

Combat Stress:
01372 841600;
www.combatstress.org.uk

Defence Humanists:
www.defencehumanists.org.uk

Erskine:
0141 814 4569;
www.erskine.org.uk

Family Escort Service:
020 7463 9249

Felix Fund — the bomb disposal
charity:

07713 752901
www.felixfund.org.uk

Forcesline:

UK - 0800 731 4880; Germany

— 0800 1827 395; Cyprus — 080
91065; Falklands — #6111; from
operational theatres — Paradigm
Services *201; from anywhere in the
world (CSL operator will call back) —
0044 1980 630854

Forces Pension Society:
020 7820 9988

Help for Heroes:
0845673 1760 or 01980 846 459;
www.helpforheroes.org.uk

Heroes Welcome:
www.heroeswelcome.co.uk

HighGround:
www.highground-uk.org.uk

Joint Service Housing Advice
Office: 01252 787574

Medal Office:
94561 3600 or 0141 224 3600

Mutual Support
(multiple sclerosis group):
www.mutualsupport.org.uk

National Ex-Services Association:
www.nesa.org.uk

National Gulf Veterans’ and
Families’ Association Office:
24-hour helpline 0845 257 4853;
www.ngvfa.org.uk

Poppyscotland: 0131 557 2782;
www.poppyscotland.org.uk

Regular Forces’ Employment
Association:

0121 236 0058;
www.rfea.org.uk

Remount: 01451 850 341;
www.remount.net

Royal British Legion:
0808 802 8080;
www.britishlegion.org.uk

Royal British Legion Scotland:
0131550 1583;
www.legionscotland.org.uk

RBL Industries Vocational
Assessment Centre:
01622 795900; www.rbli.co.uk

Scottish Veterans' Residences:
0131556 0091;
www.svronline.org

Single Persons Accommodation
Centre for the Ex-Services:
01748 833797,
www.spaces.org.uk

SSAFA:
0845 1300 975;
www.ssafa.org.uk

Stoll:
020 7385 2110; info@stoll.org.uk;
www.stoll.org.uk

The Not Forgotten Association:
020 7730 2400
www.nfassociation.org

The Poppy Factory:
020 8940 3305;
www.poppyfactory.org

The Royal Star & Garter Homes:
020 8481 7676;
www.starandgarter.org

The Veterans Charity:
01753 653772;
info@veteranscharity.org.uk

Troop Aid:
01217117215 or 07734 384260

uk4u Thanks!:
01798 812081; www.uk4u.org

Veterans Welfare Service:

0808 1914 218 (from the UK);

0044 1253 866043 (from overseas)
www.gov.uk/government/groups/
veterans-welfare-service

INTELLIGENGE

The following Army Briefing
Notes, Defence Internal Briefs
and Defence Information
Notices can be found online at
www.armynet.mod.uk

ABN 26/18: The Windsor Leadership
Trust

ABN 25/18: Race at Work Survey

DIN 2018DIN01-041: Short-term
sickness absence management trial

DIN 2018DIN01-040: Civilian
attendance at the advanced command
and staff course

DIN 2018DIN01-038: Ramadan and
Eid al-Fitr 2018

DIN 2018DIN01-037: Scottish rates
of income tax

DIN 2018DIN01-036: Defence Pride

DIN 2018DIN01-034: The 12th
annual ‘Chardi Kala" Sikh resilience
moral development course (June 7-9)
calling notice

DIN 2018DIN01-031: Amendment

to schedule 2 of the Armed Forces Act
2006 — a change to the investigation
of sexual offences in the Armed Forces

DIN 2018DIN01-030: The provision
of assistance with making a claim
under the Armed Forces compensation
scheme for injury sustained on or
after April 6, 2005 or for a claim at
the point of service termination for
those who are eligible under the war
pensions scheme for injury sustained
up to April 5, 2005

DIN 2018DIN01-029: Voter
registration for May 2018 local
elections

DIN 2018DIN01-028: Live
entertainment on operations and
overseas deployment

DIN 2018DIN03-004: Overseas
security and justice assistance MoD
departmental guidance

DIN 2018DIN04-038: Signal kit
pyrotechnic pistol 16mm No 1 Mk 3 —
obsolete

DIN 2018DIN04-035: Declaration of
obsolescent Virtus 451 commanders’

Continued on page 54 -
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daysack and Virtus radio cover

DIN 2018DIN04-034: Declaration of
cryptographic equipment BID/470 as
being obsolete by Crypto Services for
Defence

DIN 2018DIN04-033: Amendments to
operational medical modules contents
— inclusion of B Braun pump infuser
volumetric enteral feeding

DIN 2018DIN04-032: Amendments
to Role 3 ward operational medical
modules 308-311

DIN 2018DIN04-031: Amendments to
operational medical modules contents
— December 17 to January 2018

DIN 2018DIN04-030: Obsolete and
out-of-service equipment across DMC
CH, CLB, CN, NBC, PLCE, W10, X1, X4,
Virtus and X5

DIN 2018DIN04-029: Approval of
Virtus helmet subsystem for public order

DIN 2018DIN04-028: Enhanced
combat body armour plates 2D
barcoding instruction

DIN 2018DIN04-027: Notification

of the temporary closure of the
photographic contract procurement and
finance catalogue

DIN 2018DIN04-026: Confirmation of
remaining life of mortar barrels L16A1
and L16A2

DIN 2018DIN05-010: Historical child
sexual abuse inquiries — changes to the
preservation and retention order

DIN 2018DIN05-009: MoD basic grade

messaging (X400) move to SMTP

DIN 2018DIN05-007: Land Systems
Reference Centre 2018/19

DIN 2018DIN05-006: Defence Attache
and Loan Service Wing, Defence
Engagement School

DIN 2018DIN06-015: Amendment to
JSP 800, vol 4a Dangerous Goods by Air
Regulations, Version 4 (Supplements)

DIN 2018DIN07-040: Defence unit fire
safety managers, fire trainer extinguisher
maintenance

DIN 2018DIN07-039: RLC logistic
specialist (supply) class 2 Regular and
Reserve upgrade

DIN 2018DIN07-037: Tactical Medical
Wing course schedule training year
2018/19

DIN 2018DIN07-036: Temporary
employed elsewhere staff (formerly
incremental staff) required for
Adventurous Training Group (Army)

DIN 2018DIN07-035: Troop insertion
and extraction system instructor training

DIN 2018DIN07-034: Junior officers’
leadership programme 3 and MA
courses 2018/19

DIN 2018DIN07-033: 2018/19 Defence
cyber education and training

DIN 2018DIN07-032: Joint Service
adventure training air activities
paragliding, parachuting and gliding —
course schedules 2018/19

DIN 2018DIN08-003: Food expenditure

wam J ST HOW OBSERVANT ARE Y

0 |2

and income — changes to use of local
project codes

DIN 2018DIN09-003: The Professional
Engineering Institution Churchill Medal
Award 2017/18

DIN 2018DIN10-014: Army Inter-Unit
Cricket Cup Competition 2018

DIN 2018DIN10-013: Military
participation in the Invictus Games

DIN 2018DIN10-010: Army Inter-Unit
Tennis Competition 2018

>
IS

Army Dog Unit NI (RAVC) Association
annual general meeting and reunion
in Burton-on-Trent on May 26-27.To
register contact johnatucker70@
yahoo.com or 07734 113077.

Artillery Clerks' Association reunion
and dinner at the Royal Artillery
sergeants’ mess, Larkhill on June 8-10.
Visit www.artyclerkassn.org to
request a place.

Mess reunion for serving and retired
commando gunner officers from 3
Commando Brigade on June 9 at the
Royal Citadel, Plymouth. Details from
jameswalleywork@gmail.com

16 Regiment RA Old Comrades’
Association reunion at the Wortley
House Hotel, Rowland Road,
Scunthorpe on July 28 from 1900. Cost
£25 per head. Payment in advance to
treasurer Guss Goodall at 18 Dunstan
Hill, Kirton in Lindsey, DN22 4DU.

LUEBEARD
EVEN

Annual reunion of the Association of
Harrogate Apprentices, October 5-6 at
the Army Foundation College, Harrogate.
Contact Len Morland on 01892 523987

8 Regiment RASC/RCT/RLC 17th
anniversary reunion weekend and
dinner, October 19-20. For details email
jimmyasp@hotmail.com

"an W

" ROADSHOWS

The Army Engagement Team wants
to hear from members of the public
who would like a personal invitation
to its hi-tech roadshow. The event
starts with a reception, is followed by a
presentation, questions and culminates
with refreshments.

There will be a range of military
personnel on hand to answer any
of your queries. Call 01276 412880
or email your name and address to
armymediacomm-aeg-mailbox@
mod.uk with the event you are
interested in attending.

April: 17, Inverness; 18, Aberdeen; 19,
Dunfermline; 26, Brighton

May: 1, Preston (employer engagement
event); 2, Manchester; 14, Croydon; 15,
Ipswich; 16, Derby

& SEARCHLINE

Worthing-based charity Care for
Veterans is looking for a pianist to
accompany its new choir. Call 01903
218444 to find out more.

WIN £100-worth of =

men's grooming products =

Www.bluebeards-revenge.co.uk

TEN details have been changed in this picture
of a drummer from the Band of the Household
Cavalry rehearsing for the Major General’s
Inspection in Hyde Park Barracks, Knightsbridge.
Circle all the differences in the left image and
send the panel to HOAY 917, Soldier, Ordnance

Barracks, Government Road, Aldershot, Hampshire
GU11 2DU with your contact details, including
email address, no later than April 30.

A photocopy is acceptable but only one entry
per person may be submitted.

First correct entry drawn after the closing date

will win £100-worth of men’s grooming products
from The Bluebeards Revenge.

The winner will be announced in the June
2018 issue. Usual rules apply.

February’s winner: Maj Tiffanie Wilde, RLC,
MoD Abbey Wood, Bristol.
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{ /1T SPORT CONTROL BOARD
SPORTS LOTTERY W ————— FOUNDED 1918 —————

THE ARMY SPORTS LOTTERY IS GELEBRATING ITS
SILVER ANNIVERSARY THIS YEAR

To mark our 25th year on 1 April 2018 we are increasing weekly prize money from £25,000
to £30,000. Every week members will have the opportunity to win the following prizes:

1st Prize £10,000
2nd Prize £5000
3rd Prize £4000
4th Prize £3000
5th Prize £2000
6th Prize £1000
Consolation Prizes

Since its creation in 1993 the
Army Sports Lottery has:

* Raised £45 million in proceeds
* Given £20 million in cash prizes
» Awarded over £23 million in grants to Army personnel

In addition the time between visiting Zone 4/5 countries CONTACT US
has been reduced so you can now go once every 2 years ARMY SPORTS LOTTERY

The Army Sports Lottery is a non-profit oy e

[ isati i N Aldershot, Hampshire, GU11 2LB
. b Tel: 01252 787065 / 94222 7065
support sport in the Army el:

Fax: 01252 787066 / 94222 7066
For further details

i . Email: lottery@ascb.uk.com
visit our web at: ) : DIl: ASCB-ASL-Clerk
www.armysportslottery.com ARMY Web: www.armysportslottery.com



Julian Young

Solicitor and Higher Court Advocate

ATTENDANCE AT POLICE STATIONS FOR MILITARY
AND CIVILIAN POLICE INTERVIEWS
COURT MARTIAL AND ALL CIVILIAN CRIMINAL
DEFENCE CASES
National and International Attendances
Legal Aid may be available

Emergency numbers:

+44 (0) 7956 502069 and +44 (0) 7956 158007
Office number: +44 (0) 207 388 8333

Consultant with Tuckers LLP, solicitors
Email: julianyoung@jylaw.co.uk SRA No: 592449

[ -
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ntal Jewellers )

Attention
Due to family within the Army, we have supplied diamond engagement
and wedding rings to Service personnel on a word-of-mouth and
recommendation basis for several years. We are a manufacturing/
wholesale jewellery company based in Hatton Garden, London.

If you are getting engaged or married and would like to buy direct at
trade prices (not available to the general public), then contact Philip on
0207 404 0912 or email philip@rajaveer.com with your requirements.
Testimonials are available on request.

Tel: 0207 404 0912 email: philip@rajaveer.com www.rajaveer.co.uk

info@tolleybadges.co.uk
(01384) 878550 v
tolleybadges.co.uk

Embroidered, Woven,

Printed and Metal Badges

Epaulettes and Sliders

Woven & Printed labels

I Metal Key rings &
Medals | Coins

5 X RATING

l"Jlllway'.s' a first class service; great communication, quick turnaround,
speedy delivery and competitive pricing!” - lan March 2017
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| CIVIL AND MILITARY
e TAILORS
.llade to JMeasure

MESS DRESS %)

Especially for you® -

& «Made in the UK
& 1L day Make or
& -AShrr EXPRESS
& Lowest prices
Best Fit

& Highest quality
Best payment ter

Doing Selection?

Local agenl to measure in most areas

[ 01449 614602 J

www.suitUK.com

s our customers say
The service is simply unbealable

5 Tomo Business Park STOWMARKET Suffolk IP14 5EP

VISTASTIES

THE BESPOKE TIE SPECIALIST

“Order yourTies 8 silkito,polyester ties,
Cummerbunds bowities, cliplonties; skinny, tiesﬁ
early/for 25 'f-; standard ttes & cummerbunds

regimental s‘
T By ‘ FREE DESIGN SERVICE }
| ished)in the UK

our ties are woven & hand

Bespoke
Regimental Ties
Made In Britain

For 35 Years

»

iz
in your regimental design & cofours

email your details & design to mfo@wsta-ties.co.uk -

01903 266883

vista-ties.co.uk

Fine military tailoring from Goodalls Tailors

OFFICER & NCO MESS DRESS

v Priority Service

v Dress Accessories
v Badges & Buttons
¢’ Miniature Medals
v Mountmg Serwces

WWW.GOODALLSTAILORS.CO.UK

Yorkshire * England - Tel: 0113 2889944

To advertise in Soldlar
call: 01252 787106



Worcestershire Medal Service Ltd

Specialists in Orders Decorations and Medals

Full Size and Miniature Medals supplied and
mounted for wear or display to the highest
standards.

MoD Licensed Medals
(License No. DIIPR/IX/E/0019/02)

Available from stock including

@ Telic

8 Afghanistan

 Golden Jubilee

& NATO, EU and UN

® Long Service awards

8 Complete range of gallantry awards

We offer a complete engraving service and
supply fine handmade storage cases,
display cases and wallets for your awards.

Whatever your requirements our helpful staff
will be pleased to help with your enquiry by
telephone, email or fax.

Visit our secure online shop
www.worcmedals.com

Unit bulk enquiries welcome

56 Broad Street, Sidemoor, Bromsgrove, B61 BLL Tel: 01527 835375
Fax: 01527 576798 eMail: wms@worcmedals.com

Wilitary Marketin
angznaﬁom/ J

Suppliers of commemorative plaques and presentation pieces

Let us design your Regiment
and Operational plaques

(minimum quantity 25)

PLAQUES: £12.95 each
SHIELDCLOCKS: £24.00 each

for a full colour brochure contact:

82-84 Steward Street, Ladywood, Birmingham.B18 7AF
Telephone / fax:0121 454 5393
Email: mmisales@militarymarketing.co.uk
Website: www.militarymarketing.co.uk

SUBSCRIBE

AND SAVE!

SOIR

R

Subscription Rates
United Kingdom
12 Issues ...... £
24 Issues ...
Overseas
12 ISSUES .vvevvevereee.
British Forces Post Office

12 ISSUES .ovevveeveneee.

I would like to subscribe for [ Oneyear [ Two years

Your details

NAIMIE: bbb
AQATESS. .ottt
POSTCOAR: 1.ttt ns

TElEPNONE: ...

Return to SOLDIER, Ordnance Barracks, Government Road,
Aldershot, Hampshire GU11 2DU

Order hotline:
01252 787107

Email:
subs@soldiermagazine.co.uk
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’__ ] MICHAEL JAY *‘v
) TAILORING -
= -
Your Tailored Suit | f r NEED TO ORGANISE
JMade to Measure A FUNCTION n

At The Theming Company we specialise

Especially for you

A JMade in the UK in providing outstanding themes for your
Summer and Christmas Mess Ball,
Families Open Day etc.

We can also provide a whole lot more:

INFLATABLES = DRAPING = STAGING "

7]
W 1A day Make or
B 48hr EXPRESS
Lowesl prices .
& Rest Fit

o . :
L Sahe Gustlly. N % CHOCOLATE FOUNTAINS... v s much more >
& Best payment terms & y
Locel agent fo mewssre We have over 30 years Army service & 6 years "

running the company behind us,
50 we know what works for you.

in mosl areas

01449 614602 | ¥
www.suitUK.com

ol our customers say
The service is simply unbeatable
5 Tomo Business Park STOWMARKET Suffalk IP14 5EP

For a non obligation quote call

Gary on: 07954 402896

or email : i
info@thethemingtompany.com Dot
www.thethemingcompany.com

There for you

Supphers of high quallty embroidered and
3 10 the

wilkin chapman lip
inc. gilbert blades

Contact: 01522 512345 or visit wilkinchapman.co.uk

Out of hours for Military Discipline Matters only, contact
Gordon Holt on 07973 667869

LEAVING THE

FORCES ?
Living & Working

TOURT SHIRTS
SPORTSWEAR
SWEATSHIRTS
POLOSHIRTS
QOO tel:01642 601501
JACKETS sales@motif8.co.uk
AND MUCH MORE www.motif8.co.uk

¥ Price - Guaranteed

1V, o in the North West
Tues 1st May 12.15pm — 3.15pm

Preston North End FC (PR1 6RU )

Major Job Opportunities in the NW:

Transport & Logistics Sector
Construction & the Built Environment (inc
Utilities & Energy, Facilities, H&S and Engineering)

supporting our forces charities

-

Plus information on
Housing, Health, Education and
support for you & your family

Talk directly to business specialists

Notice to readers

The publishers of Soldier cannot accept responsibility

for the accuracy of any advertisement or for any losses
suffered as a result. Readers are strongly recommended
to make their own enquiries and seek appropriate
commercial, legal and financial advice before sending any
money or entering into any legally-binding agreement.

For more information or to make a booking,
please contact

CTPEvents@ctp.org.uk or call 0203 162 4410

®

iy ®, career transition partnership ¥ e
M||‘||51]'y @ e Py o Do g o e m— bwp
of Defence e
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GLASSIFIED ADS

THE BESPOKE
Tie COMPANY

-~

Regimental
Accessories

.
LUXURY REGIMENTAL

0845 257 5710
ACCESSORIES

MADE 1O ORDE sales@bespoketies.com

SERVICES

Finding homes for military
personnel. We organise your
mortgage, search for your ideal
property, manage the complete

ARMY SPORTS LOTTERY
——

purchase, arrange the letting
if required and pay all your
professional and legal fees.
www.forceshomes.co.uk

MIAS mountain bike instruction,
skills and coaching. Mountain bike

leader courses and cycle maintenance.

Premier MTB instruction in the East
Midlands. www.pegasusmtb.com
Tel: 07775927117

FOR SALE

Cap badges, regimental
ties, blazer badges, medals,
insignia. Send £2 for list

to: Cairncross (Dept S), 31
Belle Vue Street, Filey, North
Yorkshire YO14 9HU.

Tel: 01723 513287
george.cairnxson@hotmail.
co.uk

BOOKS

Military history books. Specialists
in new and used military books.
Visit our website or for a printed
catalogue call 01303 246500.
www.militaryhistorybooks.com

B T he Regimental Shop

accessories,
gifts and

sales@regimentalshop.com 0845 459 1964
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LAND ROVER MILITARY SALES

EXCLUSIVE MILITARY
SAVINGS, WHEREVER

ABOVE & BEYOND

YOU ARE. HOME OR AWAY.

MARSHALL MILITARY SAVINGS
UP TO 20% OFF A NEW LAND ROVER

When only the very best will do Marshall Military Sales are
ready to reward with over 20 years of experience serving
the military community.

Marshall Military Sales UK benefits include:

Savings of up to 20% off a new Land Rover ‘/

Dedicated experienced military sales support ‘/

Tax Free / Tax Paid pricing option \/

New Former Military Personnel Discounts! J

Marshall Military Sales UK
Jaguar Land Rover House, Mallory Road,
Peterborough, PE1 5AU

Find out more online at:
jaguarlandrovermilitarysales.co.uk

TEx fuill time Serving members qualify up to 5 years from the date of termination *Finance is subject to status,
Terms and conditions apply. Prices and savings correct at time of going to press.

MILITARY TAX FREE SAVINGS OFF
A NEW LAND ROVER IN GERMANY

The team at Grant and Green are dedicated to constantly
reviewing our BFG Land Rover prices to make sure that
we're the most competitive on the market.

Jaguar Land Rover Germany benefits include:

NEW Dedicated local market military pricing ‘/

Local agent customer support and ‘/
showrooms in Germany

BFG registration paperwork and Vehicle Test J
customer support staff

New Former Military Personnel Discounts’ ‘/

Jaguar Land Rover Germany
Jaguar Land Rover Germany GmbH,
Campus Kronberg 7, 61476 Kronberg im Taunus

Find out more online at:
jaguarlandrovermilitarysales.co.uk/Europe
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| | WITH a'successful debut EP to his name Army musician
pl Matt Hart (CAMUS) has returned to the spotlight with

: C o hi much-anticipated follow-up offering.
; intains the conceptual approach
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T i S
Chaos Rising 2 is now
available via www.
matthart bandcamp.
com and is due to be |
released on iTunes,
Spotify and other §
streaming sites i
¥ 4

Sleep Better
by Tom Middleton

» The industrial tone of
the material is in stark

contrast to Hart's day job, in which
he performs classical music, but
he believes the military setting has
helped boost his fledgling career.

“I'm surrounded by music and
the creativity is always flowing,"
the 36-year-old told Soldler.

"This is the polar opposite to
what | do with CAMUS but | have
been into industrial music for more
than 20 years.

“These songs reflect a post-
apocalyptic existence, which is
very much a continuation of that
original concept.

“The idea is to finish the trilogy
later this year so all three parts
come together.

“The first EP was pretty well
received in terms of CD sales and
digital downloads and | have kept
writing new music so things are
going well.”

Hart was due to play his first live
UK gig as this issue went to press
and he already has further plans in
the pipeline for later in the year.

But with the musical industry
continuing to evolve he is also
plotting a path away from the
traditional route.

“If you wait long enough to do
the 12 tracks needed for an album
you can almost lose the interest of
the audience,” he explained.

“This way | can release five
songs every few months and keep
things ticking over. | will probably
continue with that approach, after
that there could be a few singles or
even a compilation record.” M

YOU know you're getting old when the electronic producers of your youth start churing out
ambient background music. But that is what DJ-turned-sleep science coach Tom Middleton
has done here. After years of collaborating with the likes of Aphex Twin and Mark Pritchard,
perhaps the 46-year-old is making amends for keeping ravers up all night. But whatever his
motivation, the result is a bizarrely calming hum | could barely keep my eyes open to — not
usually an indication of a five-star album. This oddly spellbinding creation is definitely one to
avoid at the wheel. But for insomniacs it is certainly worth a punt.

Sarah Goldthorpe, Soldier

Cold War confrontation prompts
sense of deja vu

NOVEMBER 9, 1983 was a normal
day in the office for Taylor Downing.

Like everyone else innocently going
about their business that Wednesday,
the then TV executive was blissfully
unaware that thousands of miles away,
Soviet fingers were hovering over the
nuclear button.

The cause of their alarm was a Nato
exercise called Able Archer, which
the Russians mistook as a real-life
mobilisation for war and almost
launched a pre-emptive strike.

Fast-forward nearly 30 years and
Downing — who has since published
numerous titles on military history — is
examining the near miss in his new
book, 7983: The World at the Brink.

Having previously written about
the wider Cold War, the author
decided to return to the events of
that year in more detail following
the declassification of important US
government documentation.

“It's normally thought that the
Cuban missile crisis was the most
dangerous moment in the Cold War,"
he told Soldier.

“That was very public and a lot has
been written and studied about it, but
what took place in November 1983 was
absolutely not known about and barely
features in most accounts from the era.

“A great deal has been revealed in
the last three years that has meant we
really can tell the story in full for the
first time.”

First-hand testimonies from those
involved shows how rampant suspicion
and mistrust brought the world to the
edge of Armageddon.

Ronald Reagan was determined
to rid the world of nuclear weapons
but his hawkish language and the
instigation of the Strategic Defence
Initiative — also dubbed Star Wars
after the plan to put a missile shield in
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TAYLOR DOWNING

€ THE WORLD
b AT THE BRINK

BOOKS

1983: The World

E at the Brink, by
S 4 Taylor Downing, is
US technological superiority. @ published on April
A president with a background 5 26Dy Little Brown,
. priced £20
n entertainment, a war of words, a
[ture of mutual distrust and the
destruction — reading the book from 500/( ﬁ [: Z[AS[S

the perspective of 2018 evokes a
strong sense of deja vu.
- Downing admits to being

Under Fire
5 by Henri
Barbusse

FIRST published

in French at the
height of the First
World War, this
novel combined
fact and fiction to
paint a graphic picture of conflict for civilians
thirsty for news of the front. Now reprinted

by the Folio Society, this special edition is
beautifully presented and comes complete
with a new foreword from military historian
Hew Strachan and haunting photographs from
the trenches. Modern readers may struggle
with the old-fashioned prose but this classic
is worth persevering with to gain a fresh
perspective on the struggles of combatants on
the French side.

Becky Clark, Soldier

H“

) far as we know Russia has
y sophisticated protocols for the
of nuclear weapons to prevent
dental detonations and mistakes.
‘But at the end there is always a
uman being interpreting this — in
the States it's the president and hi
ecurity team.
“So in the end it all comes
down to human response and
anding or misunderstanding

=

Soldier ol "‘im
diplo Behind the

Lawrence

Legend

by Philip Walker

: UK in the

agent attack in

aid that the current
ase in point.
obody in London is
“understanding Moscow's vie
the nerve agent,”
AN

PAINSTAKINGLY
researched and
full of interesting
background to
the Arab Revolt,
this title is not easy going but will appeal
to those with more than a passing interest

0S€ Sorts o = in the TE Lawrence mystique. Much of the
derstandings, tremendous : narrative focuses on Col Cyril Wilson, who it
crises and accidents can unfold and ¢ is claimed, undertook much of the diplomatic

dde

that's a message everyone should ©and intelligence work that enabled Lawrence's
take on board.” i attacks on the railways of the Middle East at
VERDICT: As Nick Ross used to say i the time. More of an academic read than a fun
A terrifying look at on Crimewatch: "Don't have © one, itis probably not one to be ingested in a
Armageddon averted - not one nightmares, do sleep well." single go but the story is well told and adds

for anxious types
P detail to the legend.

1. 8. 0.6 &9 :
| o L Pach hore, RAF
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BOOK RELEASES CONTINUED

[ The Death of
& Democracy
by Benjamin
Carter Hett

THE story of Hitler's
rise to power, his
time in jail and
events such as
Kristallnacht are
well documented and probably familiar to
most readers. This informative book, however,
is not about the Fuhrer. As far as this title is
concerned he is but a bit player, mentioned
as the narrative moves along. Instead, what
the author sets out very clearly is the path
that was laid to enable Hitler to shut down
all opposition. It shows, chillingly, how those
who thought they could use him then discard
him at their convenience, made grave errors
when judging his character.

Andy Kay, ex-RS

Trouble
Ahead: The
Battle for
Crete

by Rob

| Lofthouse

NOT normally a fan
of historical-fiction,
I was pleasantly
surprised if not downright impressed with this
offering. The plot follows a Fallschirmjaeger
hauptmann and a British infantry captain,
charting their parallel struggles with
troublesome families and their respective
chains of command. Throw in the battles for
Greece and Crete and it's a nonstop action
ride from start to finish, with a few surprises
thrown in along the way for good measure.
With the campaign eventually coming to a
close the two stories converge into a deadly
confrontation leaving you wondering who will
come out alive.

Cpl Scott Roberts, Rifles

Want to join our review team?
Email reviews@soldiermagazine.co.uk
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Sci-fi novel gets Spielberg treatment

“IF Willy Wonka was a videogame designer instead of a
candy maker, and he held his golden ticket contest inside
the world’s greatest videogame, that's the essence of
what the story is.”

So says Ernest Cline (pictured below) of his science
fiction novel's transfer to the big screen courtesy of director
Steven Speilberg and a host of other household names
including Tye Sheridan, Simon Pegg and Mark Rylance.

Heading for cinema release as this issue went to press, the
tale centres on the year 2045, with the world on the brink of
collapse and chaos.

Not an entirely unimaginable scenario given political
events of late, the title transports viewers to a virtual reality
world that sees its users escape their miserable lives by
taking part in a contest to find a digital Easter egg.

The feature proves to be an unapologetic mashup of
various characters from popular culture, with Lara Croft,
Chucky and Freddy Krueger all making appearances.

So it certainly couldn’t have been easy getting all the right
permissions for those elements.

But having a three-time Oscar winner leading the charge
will always move things along nicely in that respect.

“Having Steven Speilberg attached to the project helped,”
Cline explained.

“Every company we went to said yes because he was
directing the movie.”

So could Ready Player One be the first chapter in the next
big sci-fi series?

“| always thought this could be a book franchise, which is
the reason | bought the domain names for both Ready Player
Two and Ready Player Three before the first book came out,”
Cline added.



% And the author is already producing a sequel.

~,

“Iigured | better have a second instalment for them to
adapt if they wanted to make another movie,” the self-
confessed nerd added.

“There’s no better inspiration for a writer to return to a
world they've already worked on than when they're watching
Steven Spielberg bring that world to life.”

* Cline concluded: “I think Ready Player One'is just gonna
shock people.

“There are so many things in this that if it had been

“Fanother director would have been impossible.

“It really is the first of its kind.” M

Star Wars: The
Last Jedi
Out April 9

hees THE Star Wars
franchise has been
given a welcome
rebirth following
its purchase by
Disney in 2012.
First instalment The Force Awakens was a
fine addition to the fold. But the magic touch
seems to be missing in this second chapter,
which proves more annoying than enjoyable.
Irritating characters, particularly the gung-ho
Poe Dameron, are difficult to warm to and the
heavy helping of Disney “magic” is tough to
digest at times. The biggest gripe is with the
treatment of original hero Luke Skywalker,
who is portrayed as a grumpy old man stuck
on an island rather than a true Jedi master. At
two-and-a-half hours long this is a marathon
effort and it is easy to spot scenes that could
be cut. Enjoyable moments but a lukewarm
offering at best.
Richard Long, Soldier
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PICK OF THE MONTH:

> REVAMPED for the PS4, Shadow
of the Colossus is unlike any game
I've played before. It's entertaining
and visually stunning but also deeply
thought provoking.

Set in a fantasy environment, the
title begins with a horse trotting along
a long path carrying its rider and the
body of the woman he loves. His task
is a complex one; kill the 16 colossi to
revive her.

This differs from your typical offering
in several key areas.

The first is with the way the story is
told. Very little of the world is revealed
so don't expect this to be plot laden
with insights into the life of those who
live here. It's not Skyrim.

Another aspect is with the art
direction. The Forbidden Land, as it's
known in the game, is a vast area
presented in eerie, moving and sombre
tones — the whole look is one weighted
with emotion.

And that leads me on to the final
standout point — the colossi. Unlike

FIGHTING IN THE SHADOWS

Colossal encounters await in fantasy adventure

—

VERDICT:
Afine
example
of fantasy
fighting
% %k %k Kk

7

T —

boss battles in other releases, where
finally vanquishing what is usually

a ridiculously powerful threat is a
moment to celebrate, grab some
goodies and carry on, Shadow of the
Colossus paints a very different picture.

Killing each foe feels like going
round and bringing about the
extinction of some last remaining
creature found nowhere else: it doesn't
feel good.

The colossi themselves are certainly
challenging, with each one requiring a
different approach in order to defeat it.

Some are vast, two-legged giants,
another is a huge fish-like creature, but
all are truly colossal in size. The first
time you encounter one is a visceral
experience, designed to inject that fight
or flight instinct.

This is a truly beautiful game with a
touching story that is set in a wondrous
land. The catch? It's only available on
the PS4. W

REVIEW: DAVID MCDOUGALL, CIVVY

Player Unknown'’s Battlegrounds
Xbox One and PC

THIS game plunges you into an online
environment with 99 other players and you
have to fight in true "last man standing”
style. Unlike other releases that pit teams
against one another or force you to go it
alone, Battlegrounds challenges you to
fight no matter what. Spawning inside a
C130 Hercules high above the map, your
task is to parachute down, gather supplies,
body armour, weapons and even vehicles in
order to increase your chances of survival.
A truly heart-thumping title, only let down
by the poor visuals. But they're constantly

being updated.

David McDougall, civvy
Wipeout Omega
Collection
PS4

1 THE Wipeout games
have always been
good. They feature
fast and frenetic
gameplay that's centred on a racing

series involving anti-gravity ships or craft.
Each one is different in terms of speed,
acceleration and resilience and this release
is no different. The Omega Collection picks
up from the previous titles and deservedly
places the action where it should be —in
your hands. The gameplay is superb, the
visuals a blur and the soundtrack a delight.
And if you have the PlayStation Music app
you can use the Best of Wipeout Spotify list
from previous offerings.

David McDougall, civvy
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Alan Bick Ltd %%,

Wo Ppg
DIAMOND JEWELLERY MANUFACTURERS  T-OWipe 0

VAT Refund
available to
personnel
stationed
abroad

Now you can buy diamonds and jewellery at
wholesale prices direct from the manufacturers

We supply retail shops with a vast range of beautiful diamond
engagement, wedding rings and diamond jewellery

We have been supplying members of the Met Police Force for

the past 26 years and would like to extend our offer of
trade prices for the Armed Forces and Civilian Staff

Please contact us for a private appointment

18ct gold diamond solitaire Platinum diamond solitaire
0.50ct (1/2) size 0.75c¢t (3/4) size
Retail price £3,000 Retail price £5,750
Wholesale price £1,250 Wholesale price £2,450

www.alanbick.co.uk ~ 0207 242 5831 ~ sales@alanbick.co.uk

Suite 207, 100 Hatton Garden, London, EC1N 8NX




at your side

Everything
a busy control
room needs

]

At Brother, we know that when you're working in
defence and security, there are some things you
simply can’t compromise on.

The MFC-L5750DW helps you maintain complete
control and avoid breaches, thanks to its total
document security ensuring no-one else can
retrieve your documents.

This all-in-one multifunction mono laser printer
is ideal for sharing across multiple users in busy
control rooms. Additional

features include scan to email,

secure NFC user authentication

and secure fax.

Find out more:
brother.co.uk/defence-and-security
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This is distance learning at Leicester, with over
25 years' experience delivering quality courses

ia W DrInd ecl IV 10

At the University of Leicester we take policing, security and
politics to the next level, whether you're looking to retrain,
upskill or start a new career.

. SR, 2| UNIVERSITY OF
e: dladvisers@le.ac.uk Am, AW,
www.le.ac.uk/thisissecurity ) LEI(JESTER

Could you
< offera

-9 stable and
< :

l: ;uppo;'trve

’ : “i‘é" omeo

We need foster carers who can provide a loving,

supportive home for children in care. We will

provide you with suitable placements to match your

circumstances. You will be part of a professional team

and be provided with your own support worker,

ongoing training and a 24 hour helpline. In addition,

you will be paid a generous allowance.

Interested?

Call us today on 0800 169 6321,
email fostering@wiltshire.gov.uk or
go to www.wiltshire.gov.uk/fostering

KiFollow ‘Fostering in Wiltshire’

Fo grg Wiltshire Cou
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GOLDEN GIRLS )}) , (

WINTER sports star Capt
Jen Kehoe (RE, left) secured
a bumper medal haul at the
Paralympics, where she
acted as the guide for Menna
Fitzpatrick in the visually
impaired skiing. Read about
their success on page 78...

Picture: British Paralympic Association

www.soldiermagazine.co.uk APRIL 2018 69




7

ARMY'S SPORTING ELITE ANSWER WELSH CALL

ALES have called upon
the talents of two
further Army athletes
as preparations for this month's
Commonwealth Games in
Australia near completion.
Rugby union star Capt
Gemma Rowland (RA) has been
named in the country's sevens
squad, while LCpl Fern Davies
(RLC) will take to the court for
what promises to be a highly
competitive netball tournament.
Defensive player Davies has
been a regular fixture in the set-
up in recent times and refused
to take anything for granted
ahead of the team's official
announcement in March.
But with her place confirmed
the soldier has set her sights
on helping Wales finish as high
as possible in an event that will
feature netball’s biggest hitters.
“There was a mixture of
shock and pride,” Davies told
SoldierSport after being named
in the group.
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“I was just waiting for that
final seal of approval but the long
squad is so strong that selection
is never guaranteed.

“I've been working towards
these Games for 15 years so I am
thrilled to be included.

“We've got a new coach and
have greater focus, we are also
getting fitter and stronger.

“We want to be more
consistent. At present we are
ranked seventh in the world and
the top six is our aim.”

Wales face challenging pool
games against England and
New Zealand but the soldier is
confident the team can do well.

She has also praised the
support of the Service in helping
her achieve her sporting dream.

“My unit allowed me to take a
more part-time role in the lead
up to selection and that has
really helped,” she added.

“I was going to sign off
from the Army but have
decided to come back in as the

"THERE
WAS A
MIX OF
SHOCK
AND

PRIDE"

opportunities for sport are just
so good.”

Rowland's selection comes at
the end of a year-long campaign
to help Wales qualify for the
Games and cement her place in
the team.

Fortunately, the officer has
achieved both goals but is
unable to fully focus on the
Games as the squad faces a
crucial World Series qualifier
in the week leading up to the
Australian showpiece.

"It is going to be a testing
time," Rowland told SoldierSport.
"We want to win that qualifier
and earn a spot on next year's
World Series before jumping on
the plane to Brisbane.

"We will go in as underdogs
and will be the lowest seeds in
the tournament, so there are no
expectations on us.

"The Commonwealth Games
are an anomaly. We don't usually
play at a tournament where
other sports are involved. There
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will be lots of distractions that
may cause problems for others.
Hopefully we can come in and
do well"

Rowland and Wales played
tournaments in Dubai and
Brisbane either side of
Christmas and the soldier
admitted she underperformed
in the former before hitting full
gear down under.

And with the fight for places
proving particularly fierce she
was delighted when the call to
arms was made.

"It is an amazing opportunity
and an absolute honour to be
named," she added. "It is the
culmination of a lot of hard work
over the past 12 months.

"It has been a hugely
competitive environment. We
qualified on the back of the
Rugby Europe Championships in
July and since then we've had a
nine-month period of training as
individuals and as a team.

"I wasn't happy with how I
played in Dubai. I had some
things to work on and over
Christmas and the new year I
made sure I didn't take my foot
off the gas.

"I went to Brisbane to put those
wrongs right and was really
pleased with my performance.”

The duo join shooter Spr
Michael Bamsey (RE) in the
Welsh team. Sgt Sam Gowin
(RA) will represent England in
the pistol shooting, while fellow
marksman Cpl Stuart Hill (R
Irish) and boxer Cpl Alanna
Nihell (RLC) have been included
in the Northern Ireland squad.

LCpl Jo Nayacavou (Scots)
added to the Army contingent
when he was named in the
Scotland rugby sevens squad.
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SOLDIERS
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COAST
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NATIONS
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BY THE ARMY
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<4 ENGLAND'S LOGISTICAL LEAD

CAPS WON HILE Army athletes unit move but all the admin
BY CAPT Wpush themselves on that would be done in camp
GEMMA the field of play the has to be completed within
ROWLAND Service's expertise will also the space of 14 days.
FOR THE be tested in other areas at the "It has to happen and we are
Commonwealth Games. the team behind that."

SENIOR
WALES
TEAM

17

AGE OF
LCPL FERN
DAVIES
WHEN SHE
MADE HER
WALES
DEBUT
FOR THE
UNDER-19
SIDE

15

Maj Craig Dower (RAMC)
will be an integral part of
Team England's logistical
effort, with his principle support England's largest
role focused on the contingent to date.
movement of more % _ gs Headded: "Everything
than 600 athletes and F is going to plan so far
staff across 32 different and there seems to be
flights from the UK to a really good feeling
Australia's Gold Coast. among the team.

Fortunately, the "There is a huge
officer has a wealth sense of pride in what
of experience to call we do — this is my
upon and this will country. I'm also a
be his third Commonwealth performance manager for
Games campaign. He was Team England shooting so
also involved in the London hopefully I can get across to
2012 Olympics and the 2015 some of those competitions.”
European Games in the city of Dower's work will continue
Baku, Azerbaijan. in Australia, where he will be

"I was originally in responsible for the movement
the Royal Logistic Corps of athletes from the village to
before transferring so that venues while managing their
background has helped,” he accommodation.
told SoldierSport. He then faces the prospect

"In many ways it is like a of getting everyone home. ™

Dower is the sole military
representative in a 12-strong
logistical group that will

www.soldiermagazine.co.uk APRIL 2018 71

#



}) MARTIAL ARTS

i

THLETES from the Army’s
kendo and WTF tae kwon
do set-ups descended
on Aldershot for a weeklong
training camp ahead of the
Service's annual Martial Arts
Championships.

Both disciplines are
continuing to flourish within a
competitive field — and with a
host of competitions to come
there will be opportunities to
build on the momentum at
military and international level.

The WTF team boasts an array
of talent from novices through to
seasoned campaigners and the
full spectrum was on show at the
recent camp.

Among those taking part was
LCpl Jonny Hainsworth (Yorks),
a member of the Great Britain
poomsae (patterns) squad.

He is currently on the road to
recovery after injury but believes
the Army offers the perfect
platform to progress.

“The standard at international
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level is very high,” Hainsworth
told SoldierSport. “It has been a
new experience for me but when
I got the injury my movement
was restricted and that meant I
couldn't compete at my best.

“I'm looking to make my return
at the end of April. The World
Championships follow later this
year but I think they may be a
little too soon for me.

“The standard is unreal but
with more time and training I
think I can get there.

“Being in the Army means I
get time off to train and camps
like this are a real bonus. I also
get to name the British Army as
my club when I'm competing and
that is a real honour”

Hainsworth, winner of the
male dan poomsae at the Army
Championships, has been
competing in the sport for 14
years and, having just entered
GB’s under-40 division, he has
the best part of a decade to make
his mark.

"IT
WOULD
BE
GREAT
TO SEE
MORE
PEOPLE
HERE"

ON THE MAT: FOR DETAILS ON HOW TO GET INVOLVED WITH
'/ ARMY MARTIAL ARTS EMAIL ASCB-AMAA-SECRETARY@MOD.UK

/////////////////////////

Reservist Pte Sophie Bladek
(AGC (SPS)) is another soldier
with an impressive pedigree
having succeeded in the sport’s
ITF and WTF disciplines.

She only joined the military a
year ago and secured double gold
medals at the Army and Inter-
Services competitions in 2017.

Bladek, who started in the
sport as a nine-year-old, added
two further top prizes to her
haul last month and has ranked
highly at this year's GTI British
Championships and the PUMA
International Championships.

"The Army courses are
excellent,” she said. "It would be
great to see more people here in
the future and we have everyone
from black belts to novices.

"It would be an absolute dream
to become a coach for the Army. I
need to compete in more civilian
contests and do some more
courses and once [ have that
experience it will be something I
can look at."




AT THE DOUBLE: STAR STRIKER CPL CALUM WILKINSON
(RLC) BAGGED A BRACE IN THE 4-1 WIN OVER THE RAF
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A healthy contingent also took
to the mat for kendo's training
camp and Army competition.

Officer in charge Maj Chris
Jones (RAMC) told SoldierSport
how the discipline differs from
other martial arts and that it
forms an attractive proposition
for those in the latter stages of
their sporting careers.

"This course is a way of
attracting newcomers,” he
explained. "It builds towards the
Army Championships.

"But kendo does not categorise
by age or ability. The Army
champion could be up against a
complete beginner, it's all about
the luck of the draw.

"This is a skill-focused martial
art and it takes time to develop.
The flip side of that means
you can remain competitive at
national level into your fifties."

Jones was crowned Army
kendo champion last month and,
together with Capt John O'Neill
(AGC (RMP)), added the kata title
to his medal haul. LCpl Scott
Brown (Int Corps) was victorious
in the novice competition.

The Inter-Services will follow
in July and recent performances
will go along way to determining
the squad for the tournament.

"The Army Championships
are one of the main ways we go
about selection,” Jones added.

"The Army has dominated in
recent times and we have won
the kendo team events for the
past five years. We are looking
for more of the same in 2018."

N emphatic 7-3 win
oner the Royal Navy set

the Army on their way
to a convincing defence of
their Inter-Services crown.

A hat-trick from substitute
LCpl Adam Wakely (Rifles,
pictured above) proved to be
the headline act but it was far
from plain sailing for the Reds
in the early stages as they
fell behind on two occasions
before eventually stamping
their authority on the contest.

They sealed the title with a
4-1 win against the Royal Air
Force in Shrewsbury.

The soldiers headed into the
tournament in confident mood
but they suffered an early
blow in their opening match
as ET Alan Sneddon fired the
Senior Service ahead after a
defensive mix-up.

The ever-reliable Cpl Calum
Wilkinson (RLC) drew the sides
level when he converted from
the penalty spot but the Army
were punished again as they
failed to clear a corner and
centre back POPT Ben Booker
headed home.

Wilkinson played a pivotal
role in his side's second
equaliser by playing in LCpl
Luke Noble (R Signals) and the

P

A
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forward drilled the ball into
the bottom corner.

Wakely then sprang the
offside trap to finish off a slick
passing move and the hosts
headed into the break with a
slender lead.

The tempo dipped in the
early exchanges of the second
period but the excellent
Wakely injected some much-
needed energy in the 66th
minute as he curled a low
effort into the bottom corner.

Spr Sam Atkinson (RE)
added a stunning long-range
strike to effectively seal the
contest and Noble bundled
home his second goal of the
night after his initial effort
was saved.

Wakely completed his
hat-trick with a simple tap
in before the Navy grabbed a
consolation with an injury-
time penalty.

"It was nice to come back
after falling behind," head
coach WOI Simon Bell (RE)
told SoldierSport.

"A score like that doesn't
happen very often. I've
been on the wrong side of a
hammering from the Navy as
a player so it is great to get
the win." ™
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SIGN UP: THE ARMY IS LOOKING FOR NOVICE AND OPEN CLASS
FIGHTERS TO JOIN THE SQUAD. EMAIL JAMES.ALLEN785@MOD.UK
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TITLE RECLAIMED

A LACK of goals saw the Army
women fall short last season but
there were no such worries this
year as back-to-back victories
over their rivals saw them reclaim
football's Inter-Services crown.

The Reds made a stuttering
start to their campaign and found
themselves trailing the Royal
Navy in their opening fixture
after Cpl Lucy Foreman (AGC
(RMP)) suffered the misfortune of
heading into her own net.

But the soldiers turned the
game around in the space of
three second-half minutes as
Spr Shannon Weston (RE) fired
a shot in off the crossbar before
Cfn Kelly Aldridge (REME) calmly
converted from the penalty spot
after being fouled in the box.

With their opponents being
limited to half chances, the
champions-elect held firm to
secure a deserved 2-1 win.

It was far from plain sailing a
week later against the Royal Air
Force, who squandered a host of
clear-cut chances in the first half.

Cpl Libby Dixon (AGC (SPS))
edged the Army ahead early in the

second period before the hosts
deservedly equalised.

However, a free kick from range
by Sgt Zoe Stewart (AGC (SPS))
settled the contest.

INTER-SERVICES
BOXING
NAVY

NE of the longest and

most impressive winning

runs in Forces sport
came crashing to a halt as the
Army's boxers relinquished their
grip on the Inter-Services title.

Having won the trophy for
34 consecutive seasons the
Reds saw their reign ended by
a resurgent Royal Navy outfit
that won four of the eight bouts
contested on the night.

A walkover for heavyweight
LCpl Natty Ngwenya (Gren Gds)
helped the soldiers' cause but
LCpl John Marvin and LCpl Chez
Nihell (both PWRR) were the
only victors in the ring as the
Senior Service claimed their first
team prize since 1983.

But there was an element of
controversy surrounding the
Army's defeat as former skipper
LBdr Ryan Fillingham (RA)
suffered a surprise loss at the
hands of DVR Robbie Matthews.

The light welterweight looked
the superior fighter over the
course of three rounds, with
his left jab and punishing body
shots forming potent weapons.
However, the bout was awarded
to Matthews on a split decision

2

}) BOXING

— much to the astonishment of
the crowd.

The result proved pivotal
as the Navy headed into the
interval needing just two wins
to claim the silverware and
they duly delivered as Mne
Jack Stringer defeated Gdsm
Josh Plummer (Coldm Gds)
before LCpl Mason Holmes (RLC)
succumbed to the talents of Mne
Kallum Radley.

"I'm gutted,” Army coach
Sgt James Allen (REME) told
SoldierSport afterwards.

"I've only been in the job
two months and we've lost
something we have retained for
34 years — I'm embarrassed.

"The only result I questioned
tonight was that of Ryan's; he
deserved to win.

"We will now focus on the
Amateur Boxing Association
Elite Championships. Natty and
Chez are at the standard where
they can really compete at that
level and I expect Chez to go
there and take that title."

The Royal Air Force also had a
successful night by claiming the
honours in the bantamweight
and lightweight divisions.
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SPORT SHORTS

Kells Kill cup hopes

= AMATEUR outfit Kells ended the
Army’s run in this season’s Challenge
Cup as they recorded a comprehensive
30-4 victory on home turf.

The Reds were looking to progress
to the fourth round of rugby league’s
knockout competition for the first time
in their history but they fell short on a
disappointing afternoon in Cumbria.

The hosts opened a 14-0 lead at the
break and stretched their advantage
before the soldiers scored a consolation
try late on.

"It's been a great effort from the
lads,” said head coach WO2 Ben Taylor
(REME). “We've shown a lot of guts and
determination to get here.”

Reserves on the road

= THE inaugural Army Reserve
Cycling Championships will be staged
at Baker Barracks, on Thorney Island,
on Saturday, April 21.

Featuring male, female and novice
races, the event is open to all Reserve
personnel and organisers are keen to
attract as many athletes as possible.

It is hoped the event will capitalise
on the continuing growth of a sport
that already features a full road series
comprised of 12 rounds - the first of
which gets under way on April 25.

For more information on the various
Reserve races call 0208 7813360 or
email nrhqra-hqtrgmovclk@mod.uk
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EVANG GLAIMS GOASTAL GOLD

NDURANCE runner Capt Tom
Evans (WG) continued his rapid

elevation in the sport by winning
The Coastal Challenge in Costa Rica in
record time.

The multi-stage event was set over
a gruelling 230-kilometre route that
stretched along jungle and rainforest
trails as well as coastal ranges.

Evans opened a lead over pre-race
favourite Hayden Hawks on the first day
and gradually extended his advantage
to finish in a time of 21hr 44min 11sec —
breaking the previous record by around
45 minutes.

“It was anincredible race,” the officer
told SoldierSport after his victory.

“The thing that I loved most was the
variety. One minute you are running on
beautiful sandy beaches, the next you're
tackling jungle trails.

“I was four-and-a-half minutes ahead
of the favourite/on the first day, from
then on it was about running tactically
to extend that lead.

“I went out there knowing it would be
a hard race. I hadn't set any targets, I just
wanted to have a really good week and
learn more about myself.

“It is still early in the season so things
are looking really positive.”

Evans' form has seen him selected for
the Great'Britain team that will compete
in next month’s World Trail Running
Championships.in Spain. W

"I

WANTED
TO
LEARN
MORE
ABOUT
MYSELF"

©® BOXING sensation LCpl John Marvin (PWRR) received further
recognition for his exploits at the South East Asia Games at the annual
Philippines Sports Awards.

The Army fighter, who won gold in the light heavyweight division,
received a special honour to mark his achievement during a glitzy
ceremony at the Manila Hotel in the nation’s capital.

Marvin recently completed a two-month training camp in the
Philippines and Thailand as part of his preparations for this summer's
Asian Games in Jakarta.




MONTH
N SPORT

April’s key fixtures...

(€ WHAT: Army
v Royal Air Force
rugby union
WHEN:

April 11

WHERE: Halton
NEED TO
KNOW: The 2018
“d Inter-Services
campaign gets underway in the RAF's
backyard and the men's and women's
teams will be looking for positive starts as
they defend their titles from 2017

= WHAT: Corps Cup Finals Day —
football

WHEN: April 18

WHERE: Aldershot Military Stadium
NEED TO KNOW: Defending
champions the Royal Engineers will be
looking to claim further silverware as
they face the Adjutant General's Corps in
the men's final. The women's showpiece
will be played on the same day

({wHAT:
Amateur Boxing
Association finals
WHEN: April
20-22

WHERE: York
Hall, London
NEED TO
KNOW: The
Army had 12
fighters in the
latter stages of last season's competition,
with Cpl Steph Wroe (REME) and Spr
Ebonie Jones (RE) both claiming top
honours. Who will prevail in 2018?

7

HE Army's netball
I stars hit the goal trail
in Portsmouth as they
mounted a stunning defence of
their Inter-Services title.

A thumping 49-19 victory
over the Royal Air Force
was followed by an equally
convincing win against
the Royal Navy as the Reds
underlined their status as the
military's premier outfit.

Success against the light
blues ensured the defending
champions started their
2018 campaign in style and
the Senior Service were
emphatically dispatched on the
final day.

The Army opened a 14-6 lead
at the end of the first quarter
and extended their advantage
to 22-15 at the halfway stage.

Goal scoring duo Sgt Ellie
Nawale (AGC) and LCpl Melissa
Price (R Signals) upped the
tempo after the interval and
their accuracy at the net proved
decisive as they stretched the
scoreline to 33-19.

And the punishment
continued in the final stages as
the soldiers added 17 goals to the

7
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tally, while conceding just one,
as the matched ended 50-20.

While Nawele and Price
starred at the net it was
teammate LCpl Dee Bolakoro
(RE) who was named player of
the tournament thanks to some
inspiring displays in defence.

"The players did really well,"
head coach Maggie Jackson
told SoldierSport. "They have
really progressed and that is all
down to sheer hard work.

"We have great respect for
the RAF and Navy, they are
improving as well, so I was a
little surprised by the margin of
our victories.

"The score might not suggest
it but the Navy pushed us hard.
We managed to convert our
goals and win the turnovers.”

Bolakoro and Nawele have
been on the books of Netball
Superleague franchises this
season and civilian Jackson,
who has served as England
assistant and interim head
coach, believes more soldiers
can follow suit.

"I've mentioned a few names
to the coaches and hopefully
they can progress,” she added. ™

www.soldiermagazine.co.uk APRIL 2018 77



Pictures: British Paralympic Association

KIER Capt Jen Kehoe (RE)
arrived in Pyeongchang
with the hope of winning
a medal; she returned home as
one of Team GB's most decorated
Winter Paralympians.

Acting as the guide for Menna
Fitzpatrick in the visually
impaired skiing, the officer won
gold in the slalom, silver in both
the super combined and giant
slalom, as well as bronze in
the super-G — meaning the duo
secured four of the seven medals
claimed by British athletes.

There was little sign of the
glory to come when the pair
crashed out of their opening
downbhill race but they soon
returned to form before peaking
in their final event.

“This has absolutely exceeded
our expectations,” Kehoe told
SoldierSport. “We set out with
the goal of winning one medal.

“Crashing in the downhill was
a huge disappointment but we
had to get our heads together,
reset and go again the next day.

“The emotion and relief of
getting over the finish line in
the super-G was incredible.
Finishing our first race took a
lot of pressure off; it was self-
induced pressure as we wanted
to perform at our best.”
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Two silver medals followed
before the duo defeated the
Slovakian pairing of Henrieta
Farkasova and Natalia Subrtova
to top the podium in the slalom.

“They are phenomenal
athletes,” Kehoe added. “We
defeated them earlier in the
season but did not think it would
necessarily happen here.

“However, we looked at the
times from the slalom in the
super combined and noticed we
were faster.

“So there was a small chance
we could do it. But we just
wanted to have fun; in the end
that was good enough to win.”

After becoming GB’'s most
decorated athletes, Kehoe and
Fitzpatrick then had the honour
of carrying their country’s flag at
the closing ceremony.

“We are really proud to have
had such success and in many
ways it hasn't really sunk in yet,”
the officer said.

“Carrying the flag was such a
privilege and that was a great
way to end a fantastic week.

“We could not have done this
without our amazing coaches
and staff. I also have to thank the
Army and Army Sport Control
Board - they have been so
supportive throughout.

"WE
HAD TO
RESET
AND GO
AGAIN
THE
NEXT
DAY"
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FORMER paratrooper Scott
Meenagh became the first man in
20 years to represent Great Britain
in the Para Nordic skiing at the
Paralympic Games.

The double amputee missed
out on a podium place but has
already set his sights on a return
to action — as well as a medal - in
Beijing in four years' time.

Speaking after his campaign
came to a close, the ex-soldier
said: “I wouldn't be here if I didn't
dare to dream and I am seeing
what it takes to be at the top of
this sport.

“I'm inspired for life now and
I am not going anywhere until I
have given an absolute account of
myself and I am on that podium.”

Owen Pick, who served in The
Royal Anglian Regiment, made
history by becoming one of the
first snowboarders to represent
Team GB at the Paralympics.

He was part of a three-man
team that took to the slopes and,
like Meenagh, is targeting the
next Games after missing out on a
medal this year.

“T'll definitely go again for sure,”
he said. “I'm one of those people
who sets themselves a goal and I
haven't achieved that. I'll be back.”

7
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SPORT SHORTS

French force flattened

= THE Army rugby union team
continued to build momentum ahead of
this month’s Inter-Services opener with
a convincing 46-12 win over their
French counterparts.

Staged at the French Military Centre
of Sport in Fontainbleau, the match
proved to be a one-sided affair as the
Reds ran in five tries to cap another
dominant display.

Cpl James Dixon (RE, pictured)
produced his trademark accuracy from
the tee with a succession of penalties.

And the award goes to...

= ARMY athletes enjoyed a triumphant
day at the UK Armed Forces Sports
Awards as they claimed three of the
prizes on offer.

Cyclist Capt Ejay Harris (RAMC)
was named sportswoman of the year
following a fantastic 12 months on
the bike that included victory in the
National Women's Road Race Series.

The team honours were presented
to the Army women'’s swimming squad
who claimed a 20th successive Inter-
Services title and secured 28 medals at
the World Masters Games.

And former boxing coach SSgt Jason
Browring (RAPTC, pictured) was named
official of the year after his fighters won
another Forces crown, as well as seven
national titles.

7/ }) WINTER OLYMPICS
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NO EXCUSES AS GREWS FALL SHURT

"WE
GAVE IT
ALL WE
HAD"

HERE was huge

disappointment for

bobsleigh stars LSgt Lamin
Deen (Gren Gds) and Pte Nick
Gleeson (Para) as they finished
down the field in the Winter

Olympics’ four-man competition.

After heading into the event
with an outside chance of
a medal, Team GB’'s number
one crew — piloted by Deen —
claimed a lowly 18th place as
they clocked a time of 3min
18.29sec from their four runs.

In a sport of the finest margins,

their efforts saw them finish
more than two seconds behind
Francisco Friedrich and the
champion team from Germany.
Deen had won a silver medal
at the World Cup event in
Whistler earlier this season but
failed to replicate such form.
“We're not looking for excuses
— we just had a bad day and
it's unlucky that it was at the

@ POINTS were at a premium in the final of rugby
union'’s Inter-Corps Championship as the Royal Logistic
Corps claimed a narrow win. The loggies scored the only

try of the match to seal a 7-3 win over the Royal Artillery.
The Royal Armoured Corps triumphed in the league two
final, defeating the Adjutant General's Corps 31-19.

Olympics,” the soldier said.

“We've had success this
season. We've beaten every
single person who is racing
here; we've set track records and
know we can do it”

Olympic failure has now
prompted speculation that
bobsleigh funding could be cut
by UK Sport but Deen is anxious
for that not to be the case.

He added: “Hopefully they
will look upon the potential we
have and what we've done in the
season itself.

“We've had two pilots 11th and
12th in the world rankings so we
know we are competitive.”

Gleeson (pictured left) was
part of the second GB team that
finished three hundredths of a
second ahead of Deen in 17th
spot. “We went out and gave it
all we had right up until the last
run,” he said. “We're determined
to come back stronger.”
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THIS year's Inter-Services Hockey
Championships proved to be a
campaign to forget for the Army
men's senior side as they finished
bottom of the pile.

An 8-2 thrashing at the hands
of eventual champions the Royal
Air Force ensured their title bid
started in the worst possible style
but they made a spirited return in
their match with the Royal Navy,
where a late goal cruelly robbed
them of a positive result.

The Senior Service looked set
for a comfortable win as they
opened a 2-0 lead at half-time
but the rejuvenated soldiers
dominated the second period and
deservedly drew level at 2-2.

However, their rivals struck a
decisive blow at the death and
with time swiftly running out they
slipped to a 3-2 defeat.

There was further
disappointment for the under-25s,
who drew 1-1 with the RAF before
losing 4-1 to the Navy.

The Army were victorious in the
men's masters tournament, while
the RAF claimed the honours in
the women's equivalent.
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INTER-SERVICES
HOCKEY

ARMY
WOMEN

[

T was business as usual for

the Army women at this

season's Inter-Services
Hockey Championships as back-
to-back wins over their Forces
rivals secured yet another title.

A 5-2 victory over an
improving Royal Air Force
side set the tone for another
triumphant campaign and
they sealed the silverware
with a controlled performance
against the Royal Navy in the
tournament's final fixture.

After a cagey opening the
Reds opened their account in the
tenth minute as Sig Heidi Devey
(R Signals) converted from a
penalty corner after her initial
shot was blocked.

The routine yielded further
reward as smart play between
Maj Cheryl Valentine (RAMC)
and Capt Emma Lee-Smith
(AAC) created the platform for
Sgt Amanda Potgieter (REME) to
double the lead.

But further goals failed to
follow in the first half as the
Senior Service held firm.

WOL1 Sharon Stones (REME)
continued the scoring early

LOG ON: KEEP UP TO DATE WITH THE SPORT'S NEWS
A AND RESULTS BY VISITING WWW.ARMYHOCKEY.ORG

in the second period before
the Navy made a rare foray
downfield to reduce the arrears.

Devey notched a second goal
following a swift break on the
right flank and the game was
effectively over when Valentine
dispatched a penalty stroke.

The punishment continued
as Cpl Shelly Hodgson (REME)
rounded off a flowing counter-
attack and Devey completed her
hat-trick as the Navy failed to
clear a penalty corner, allowing
the soldier to flick the ball high
into the net.

The 7-1 triumph secured the
trophy for the all-conquering
Army side but skipper Valentine
(pictured above) said the players
made hard work of the job.

"It was not our best
performance but coming away
with the victory was the main
thing," she told SoldierSporrt.

"The RAF made life difficult for
us and the Navy defended very
well. But we have got a lot of
experience and talent in our side
and we know other teams will
struggle to cope with that over
the course of 70 minutes.”
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COM BAT CRYE PRECT:SION

TROUSERS
& KNEE PADS

INCREASED MOBILITY AND COMFORT

EASY VEHICULAR ACCESS

PADDED WAISTBAND, HIGH MOBILITY
STRETCH PANELS AT THE KNEE & BACK

®

COMPLETE FREEDOM OF MOVEMENT
LIGHTWEIGHT, COMFORTABLE, PROTECTIVE

CRYE PRECISION Combat Trousers are
designed as a no-compromise assault uniform.
These trousers are aggressively cut for
maximum mobility. These combat-proven
trousers are sized in 2" waist increments and | SRR
multiple lengths for a perfect fit. They featurea -~~~ “ .
unique padded waistband and hi-mobility -~ .-~
stretch panels at the knee and lower back. 10 -~~~
pockets. e

Designed for use with their patented
removable AirFlex™ Combat Knee Pads. Base
fabric is Mil-Spec 50/50 NYCO ripstop with
durable 4-way stretch-woven accents. Zip fly
with Velcro® closure. Unique low-profile
adjustable waist feature

LPA provide Police and MoD specialist users, I E E I
including military aircrews, with the world’s ﬁ S

finest combat equipment, providing the best to PE B

the best. LPA supply equipment to UK MoD,

Police and other government departments via ASSOCIATES
a variety of contracts. Please email for more

information: info@levelpeaks.com WWW.LEVELPEAKS.COM

Note that British Army personnel can only wear non-standord equipment when specifically outhorised by the chain of command”*
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Caesar self-
propelled 155mm
gun looks really
good. It's mounted
on the back of a
wheeled vehicle
and very quick
to manoeuvre,
which [ think
would make 1t
ideal for when
we move over to
the strike brigade

concept.
LBdr Stephen Davies, RHA

Probably Challenger 2. | was torn
between joining the Royal Artillery
or the Royal Tank Regiment and |
plumped for the former but I still like
the idea of Challenger’s speed and
manoeuvrability as well as operating
closer to the front line.

Gnr Jack Dudman, RA

I'd like to be a Wildcat
pilot - it's actually

a future career
aspiration for me.
Being employed in

a surveillance and
target acquisition
role, I think I'd fit in
pretty well because B
it's a formidable

Istar asset. It's also
employed in an attack
role, so it would be
exciting to fly.

Bdr Marcus Box, RA

My unit, 3rd Regiment, switched
from AS90s to the light gun just
as | joined so I've always fancied
operating that weapon system. It's
very effective, scary, and creates a
lot of damage.

Bdr Peter Maina, RHA

A quadcopter
called Indigo.
It's light and
quiet, and flies
in all weathers

LBdr Adam Britton, RA
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I'd love to
operate an
F-16 — thereg
been quite a
few flying over
thissweek.

But as the

British Army
don't have
them I'll go
for a Bulldog
—that'd look
wicked on my

front drive. L‘
Cpl Shawn Jacobs, RLC

'

Soldier asked personnel on
Exercise Dynamic Front what
piece of kit they'd love to get
their hands on...

I'd like to use the light
gun. I'm with a weapon
locating battery, so I'd
like to see the other side
to Royal Artillery life. It's a
pity we can't do half

and half, working on

guns and radar, so we
can fully appreciate
each other’s roles.

Gnr Sarah Anderson, RA
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) PLAYTO YOUR DIFFERENCES
TOGETHER THEY MAKE US STRONGER

ONE LEGION
UNITED BY DIFFERENCE

THE ROYAL BRITISH

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION IS HONOURED LEGION_
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Europe’s Largest Military & AT
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New Skoda Octavia

CALLING ALL
Serving Military Personnel
Military Veterans

Reserve Forces 2.0TSi VRS 230ps Hatch
MOD Emp[ogees UK List Price £25,685

. : Jpng ST = Our Military Price £19,895 OTR
With .ger.numely exc!uswe mlhtary. dlsgounts and You Save £5.7950
special finance options (some with direct salary (£16,495 Tax Free for Export)

deductions), we lead the way in military car sales
across the UK & Europe.

With a National programme and local dealer
participation we are your one stop shop to a
discounted new car

No Hidden Fees

No Hard Sell

Just a genuine discount
and a better service

| OCTAviA RS
L7 |

With 18 manufacturers,

we have the right car or motorbike for your needs

and budget, and with class leading finance we’ll put you in your

ideal vehicle for less than you probably thought. With rates from just 4.9% APR
on HP or PCP, we lead the way in the military new car sales market.

Apply today for a free, no obligation, finance quotation.

WWW.GRIFFINTAXFREE.COM 9&'55?"?

\..
é"sﬁ GRIFFIN UK Head Gffice: 01375 E74006

Military & Diplomatic German Freephone: 08001 800 560
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