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TAKE HOM

Something about a BMW makes you
want to drive it hard; to enjoy the freedom
of high-precision 4 or 6 cylinder engineering
through a range of cars that are as econo-
mical on fuel as they are big on power.

As a member of N.A.T.O. forces either
serving or about to be transferred overseas,
you can experience the excitement of ow-
ning a new BMW from as little as £1,867*.

For further information on the BMW
range and your tax-free privileges please
complete the coupon or telephone direct:

Unbeatable

1974

-

-

r
| Take advantage of your position now. Post this
I coupon off for full details on how you can own a |
| dream car or motorcycle — at a very down-to-
I earth price. To:
| BMW Concessionaires GB Ltd,
I Tourist, NATO & Diplomatic Sales,
| 56 Park Lane,
l London W1

i Telephone: 01-499 6881
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Please send me full details of the BMW range and my
tax-free privileges. (Indicate whichever is applicable.)

| am serving overseas ...... | am being posted overseas ......

.........................................................

Sole Naafi Accredited Agents to British Forces.
*Prices subject to fluctuation due to exchange rates 574/6
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FRONT Up, up and away with Chieftain, the Army’s
hot-air balloon, resplendent in a “coat of many

COVER colours’” taken from Royal Tank Regiment and
Royal Armoured Corps hues. More about this
latest Army sport on page 35.

Picture by Tom Sage, of Cameron Balloons.
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Doves can help you
Buy, Sell or Hire a Car

The Dove Service for the Services is efficiently administered
by ex-Service men with wide experience of the servicemen's
motoring needs.

Most makes of cars can be supplied with credit facilities
arranged through us or NAAFI or as required.

Personal needs and requirements can be discussed by post and
the chosen car will be ready for you when you arrive.

Cut out the coupon below for the free Brochure or write and
tell us your requirements, to Services Liaison Dept. The Dove

Group, White Rose Lane, Woking, Surrey. Telephone ;: 04 862 4515

__-———---__-—__--1

To:- Lieut. Colonel J. H. Walters, 0.B.E.,
l Services Liaison Executive.
The Dove Group, White Rose Lane,
Woking, Surrey.
‘Telephone: 04 862 4515

|

|
: [

|
i
| Name I
I |
| |
| |
| |

Address —— 15y

s HOME [ | EXPORT [ |

Doves look forward.... to serving you

PAGE 3



PAGE 4

Join Vauxhall in the
fight against ugliness.

This Viva is typical of the
Vauxhall idea. It is the opposite of
everything that is ugly, austere, or
downright uncomfortable in a
motor car.

It's also the opposite of everything
that's expensive, unwieldly or
downright ostentatious.

What it is, is a beautiful example
of outstanding value for money.
Designed to run for hours on end and
to resist rust for years on end.

Like all Viva saloons and estates,
and the new Magnums.

And each one can be tailored to

make your motoring a pleasure
wherever you drive by offering a
choice of engines, transmissions, trim
appointments, number of doors and
lots more.

And because one good idea often
leads to another there’s also Victor,
VX 4/90 and Ventora for larger families.

Another beautiful thing about
Vauxhall for the Serviceman is the
extra special prices.

For the full details of some
beautiful ideas contact Personal
Export Dept, Vauxhall Motors Limited,
or fill in the coupon. :

Please send me details of the
following beautiful Vauxhalls:-
(tick where appropriate)

[] VIVA | ]VICTOR | VENTORA
[ VX 4/90 ] MAGNUM.

AOrems | i

T Vauxha]l Motors Limited, Personal Export Dept PO Box No 3 Luton LUZ OSY England
or telephone Luton (0582) 21122 ext. 4159

VALI)( HALL

2 [ Vauxhall
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SEE-THE-ARMY

DIARY

In this regular feature SOLDIER keeps you up-to-
date on tattoos, open days, exhibitions, at homes,
Army displays and similar occasions on which the
public is welcome to see the Army’'s men and
equipment. Amendments and additions to prewous
lists are indicated in bold type. ;

MAY 1974

25 Tidworth Tattoo (25-27 May).

25 Otley Show (two bands).

25 USAF Bentwaters Open Day (Blue Eagles helicopter team).

25 Congleton Carnival and Tattoo (Red Devils freefall team, Royal
Military Police tent-pegging, Royal Signals motorcycle team

: White Helmets, three bands) (25-26 May).

25 Watford Carnival (band) (25-27 May).

26 Derbyshire County Show (display team, band) (26-27 May).

27 Pershore District Carnival, Worcester (Royal Artillery motorcycle
team, band). 3

27 Hertfordshire County Day, Hartham Common (band).

27 Southam Carnival (band).

27 Open day and féte, Army Apprentices College, Chepstow.

29 Suffolk Show, Ipswich (Red Devils, band) (29-30 May).

29 Kneller Hall grand (band) concert.

30 1(1211@:11 presents new Colours, Royal Military Academy, Sand-

urst.

30 Preston Army Display (Red Devils, Blue Eagles, White Helmets,
RMP tent-pegging, Royal Army Veterinary Corps, three bands)
(30 May-2 June).

JUNE 1974
: First rehearsal, Trooping the Colour, Horse Guards Parade,
London.

1 Stevenage Day (display team, band).

1 Oakengates Carnival (Royal Corps of Transport Junior Leaders
gymnastic display, band).

Portobello Festival (Blue Arrows motorcycle display team, band).
Brechin Round Table Pageant (Blue Arrows, Golden Lions
freefall team, band, pipe band, all 2 June) (1-2 June).

King’s Troop RHA salute, Hyde Park (Coronation).

Massed bands, The Household Division, beat Retreat, Horse
Guards Parade, London (4-6 June).

Kneller Hall band concert.

Army Display, Stafford (Red Devils, Para PT display, RA

}umc}»r Leaders PT display, White Helmets, four bands) (7-9

une
Longniddry Gala (Blue Arrows).
Tranent Gala (Blue Arrows, band).

]gurg)frics Gala (Blue Eagles, RMP tent-pegging, band, pipe

and).

- Cumnock Carnival, Ayrshire (RA motorcyclists, pipe band).
Aberdeen Festival (Golden Lions 8 June, RA motorcyclists
9 June, Blue Eagles 16 June, RMP tent-pegging 23 June,
band 22 June) (8-23 June).

Second (dress) rehearsal, Trooping the Colour, Horse Guards

Parade, London.

Old Merchant Taylors Féte, Croxley Green (display team).
Vauxhall Motors Spectacular, Luton (display team, band).

o

1w W
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RMP tent-pegging, RA rnotorcyclista 10-16 June, band, pipe
band 9-15 June) (9-17 June).
9 Ope:ll Day, Scottish Infantry Depot, Glencorse (Golden Lions,

9 Callander )Park ACF Tattoo, Falkirk (Blue Arrows, band,
pipe bands

10 Kfng’s Troop RHA salute, Hyde Park (Prince Philip’s birthday).

12 Kneller Hall band concert.

14 Army Display, Stoke-on-Trent (RA Junior Leaders, two bands)

g4- 16 June).

ssex Show, Chelmsford (band) (14-1 E'June).

15 Trooping the Colour, Horse Guards Parade, London.

1§ Coventry Carnival (band).

15 National Steam Traction Show, Aberdeen (band).

15 Larkhall Gala, Lanarkshire (Golden Lions, band).

18 Massed bands, The Light Division, sound Retreat, Horse Guards
Parade, London (18-20 June).

18 Royal Highland Show, Edinburgh (RMP tent-pegging, band,

three pipe bands} (18-21 June).

Glasgow KAPE Show (Red Devils, Blue Eagles 10-15, 17 June, :

d
Lloyds Bank Lmutc

Mewrwﬂ «lunth

__or Order

408 T3 2ne I0=R008%

Aim forbetter

money management

with Lloyds Bank

Lloyds—Army bankers for
generations — helps you make
the most of your money, with
current accounts, savings,
standing orders, insurance and
many other services. See your
local Lloyds Bank manager,

or write to:
Mr Douglas Gardiner, Lloyds Bank Limited,
6 Pall Mall, London SW1Y 5NH

Lloyds - where banking comes to life

PAGE §



You won't find an Audi very unusual to drive.
Until you get it back home.

Since Germany is the home of Audi, it's not And finally, to help beat driving fatigue
all that unusual to own or drive an Audi 100LS. (the cause of many accidents), it has fully re-
InEngland, however, it's a slightly different clining posture shaped seats; and a ventilation
story. system that can change the air in the car every
We've only been selling the Audi 100LS there 15seconds, to keep you alert.
forabout five years, so there are still relatively Added to all this, if you buy an Audi 100LS
few on the roads. (Evenso,westillhave over200  in connection with your tour of overseas duty in
service centres for you to call on). All of which the Armed Forces, you'll save atleast £494 on
means that if you arrive home in an Audi 100, the list price.
your arrival will be a little out of the ordinary. Which makes it an unusually attractive
But thisis just one of its many virtues. proposition.
To begin with, it has a 1.8 litre engine that If you'd like to know more, just fill in the
can cruise all day at 106 mph. And which takes coupon.
you from 0-60mph in a mere 117 seconds: some- I— ——————————————— _l

thing most cars in this class find hard to beat.

The same is true of its safety features.

Like a steel safety cell 20% stronger than
the world's toughest regulations demand. And
impact absorbing zones front and rear.

It has front wheel drive to give you a better
grip, whatever the conditions.

Please send me details of the Audi 100 range[] Audi 80
range[] (Please tick applicable box).

Name
Address

T;i No. & Extn. on Camp

QoD

AUDI NSU

To: Personal Export Sales,
95 Baker Street, London, W1 Tel: 01-935 8706.
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DIARY ...

18 Riding of Marches, Linlithgow (Blue Eagles, band).
18 Melrose Gala (pipe band). ‘
19 Lincolnshire Agricultural Show, Lincoln (band) (19-20 June).
19 Kneller Hall band concert,
- 21 Royal Artillery At Home, Woolwich (21-22 June).
22 Derby Carnival (band).
22 Catterick Army Display (Red Devils, White Helmets, Blue
Eagles, four bands) (22-23 June).
- 22 Bolton Army Display (Red Devils, Junior Para PT, band)
(22-23 June).
25 Royal Signals freedom march, Richmond, Yorkshire.
26 JRoya)l Norfolk Show, Norwich (display team, band) (26-27
 June). .
- 26 Kneller Hall grand (band) concert. : :
28 Aldershot Army Display (King’s Troop RHA, White Helmets,
*  RMP tent-pegging, RCT Silver Starsefreefall team, Red Devils,
- 16 Para Brigade spectacular, 20 bands, corps of drums, fan-
~ fare trumpeters) (28-30 June).
- 29 Whitburn Gala, West Lothian (band).
29 Galashiels Gala (band).
29 Princess Anne opens new TAVR Centre, Worksop.
20 Scottish Cycling Union Rally, Dundee (Golden Lions
- 29 June, band 30 June) (29-30 june).
-29 Woodford Air Display (Red Devils) (29-30 June).
. 29 Tamworth Carnival (band). : :
29 Clevedon Lions Show (AAC Chepstow PT display, RA motor-
: cyclists, two bands), :
29 Lord Mayor’s parade, Cardiff.

“JULY 1974 :
Kneller Hall band concert, -
Folkestone Tattoo (?—6 July).
Tynwald Opening, Isle of Man (band).
Hook Gala (ban -7 July). :
Birkenshaw Show ) (6-7 July).
Elstree and Borehamn Wood Families Day (band).
- Basingstoke Tattoo.
Police Dependents Trust Fair, Ayr (Golden Lions),
- Royal Regiment of Fusiliers tercentenary celebrations, London
(7-13 July)—3rd Battalion public duties, Tower of London,
- 7-13 July. Regimental freedom march City of London, 8 July;
:es}tlxlxlenml parade, march and display, Wandsworth Borough,
13 uly.
7 Leeds Horse Show (band).
10 Royal Tournament, Earls Court (10-27 July).
10 Massed Bands Display, Larkhill.
10 Kneller Hall band concert.
12 Newport Carnival Féte (Red Devils, massed junior bands)
. (12-14 July).
12 Queen Mother presents new Colours to 1st, 2nd, 3rd and
s5th (V) battalions, The Royal Anglian Regiment, Tid-
wo.

13 Moffat Gala (Golden Lions, pipe band).
13 Artillery Day, Larkhill. S
I3 glov;a;rd School Féte, Welwyn Garden City (display team,
and).
13 Bromyard Show, Hereford (band) (13-14 July).
13 Cheshunt Carnival (display team, band).
13 Leamington Spa Carnival (band). :
I3 38 Engineer Regiment Ripon Weekend Open Day.
15 Queen presents new Colours to 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th (V)
battalions, The Parachute Regiment, Aldershot.
16 East of England Show, Peterborough (RMP tent-pegging,
Red Devils, band) (16-18 July).
Kneller Hall grand (band) concert. g
18 Liverpool Show (Red Devils, band) (18-20 July).
19 Sheffield Tri-Service Display (RMP tent-pegging, RA motor-
glists, two bands) (19-21 July).
rby Highland Games (display team, band) (20-21 July). .
22 Warrington Army Show (RA motorcyclists, Red Devils, three
- bands) (22-23 July). d
22 Plymouth Forces Week and Air Day (Black Knights freefall
: team, band) (22-28 July). .
25 St Helens Show (RA motorcyclists, Red Devils, band) (25-27

- July),
- 25 Manchester Flower Show (Red Devils, band) (25-27 July).
25 Freedom of Melrose, The King’s Own Scottish Borderers.
25 Inverness ACF Tattoo (25-31 July).
27 Peterhead Gala (Blue Arrows).
27 Freedom of Wigtown, The King’s Own Scottish Borderers.
28 Royal Armoured Corps Centre Open Day, Bovington.
28 National Scouts Rally, Chatsworth (Red Devils) (28-20 July.)
29 Freedom of Newton Stewart, The King’s Own Scottish Border-

€rs. *
30 Freedom of Kirkcudbright, The King’s Own Scottish
: Borderers.
3r Kilmarnock Festival (White Helmets, Golden Lions).
31 Colchester Searchlight Tatroo (31 July-3 August).
31 Royal Lancashire Show (Red Devils, band) (31 July-3 August).

~1 NN Oy VLA LA B

Well give you
interest
and security
asaregular

When you open a Lombard

North Central Standard

Deposit Account your savings will earn a really good rate
of interest with complete security. We'll give you 91 %
interest per annum, and pay it twice yearly without
deducting tax. You can have your interest credited to your
Account to keep your capital growing.

Why not arrange a regular allotment to your account and
you'll be surprised how quickly your savings will grow.

If you should need some money in a hurry you can draw
up to £100 on demand in each calendar year - for other
withdrawals only six months' notice is required.

Fill in and post the coupon for further details of our
Standard Deposit Accounts.

Lombard
J) North Central

=, Bankers
A member of the National Westminster Bank Group
Head Office : LOMBARD HOUSE, CURZON ST.,LONDON W1A 1EU,
Tel:01-499 4111
City Otfice: 31 LOMBARD ST.,LONDON EC3V 9BD. Tel : 01-623 4111
RS o TR WS Gt —— e

To: The Deposit Accounts Manager, Lombard North Central Limited,
Lombard House, Curzon Street, London W1A 1EU

Please send me full details of your Deposit Schemes
{BLOCK LETTERS PLEASE)

I Name

Address

I 600
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IT CHANGES WITH THE WEATHER
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When you buy a Renault to go
overseas, we don't just offer you left-
hand drive and a change of tyres.

Instead we build you a Renault
that will fit the conditions of wherever
it is you're going down to the very last
detail.

And the details are different for
every single country in the world.

The Kenyan Renault, for ex-

ample, has heavy duty suspension and
air filters.

The Moroccan Renault is protec-
ted against sand storms.

The Swedish Renault has head-
light wipers and washers to cope with
slushy conditions.

The Canadian Renault starts first
time in the worst of blizzards.

And because it’s all done before
the car goes, you won't find yourself
spending money on special adjust-
ments and emergency repairs the
moment you arrive.

Even if you're going nowhere
more exotic than Spain or Germany,
the least your car will have to do is

satisfy the local police. Which your
Renault will. And with front-wheel
drive, a sealed cooling system, anti-
corrosion treatment and no greasing
points to worry about, it will keep you
happy too.

As for service, Renault have one
of the largest dealer networks in the
world. Over 10,000 agents. And there’ll
be one just about everywhere you're
likely to find yourself.

In fact, if there’s one thing better
than buying a Renault, it's buying one
duty free.

[ “To: Renault Personal Export Sales, Western Avenve, _|

London W3 ORZ.
| Please send me details of the Renault model(s) I have ticked: |

1400 500 60 1200 1600 15A7[]]
= |

| Name

| Address

I Country of destination

 ORENAULT

Main West End Showrooms: 77 St. Martin’s Lane, WC2. —l

3s171C |



SOLDIER
to Soldier

Familiar and friend to many readers,
SOLDIER’s John Jesse has retired after
nearly six years with the magazine. In his
capacity as ““Auntie Mabel’’ he dealt with
the thousands of inquiries, covering an
enormous range of subjects, which come
to SOLDIER, many of them as a last resort.
John brought to his task a wide knowledge
of the Army and a long experience in
journalism plus, he would admit, some
Russian and a smattering of Turkish,
neither of which was regularly in demand |
He had worked for Reuters and Exchange
Telegraph news agencies and as film critic
of the Bristol Evening World. World War
Two called him up into The Devonshire
Regiment from which he gravitated into
the General List and special duties in the
Middle East. Demobilised as a major, he
spent six years in Turkey running that end
of a daily news service from London to
the Turkish Press, returning to London as
editor of the outgoing service.

He joined BANEWS—the former British
Army News Service—in 1956 and for four-
and-a-half years was one of a two-man
team, Force Reuter, which worked at the
agency’s head office sending out daily
material to forces and civilian newspapers
and magazines overseas. Force Reuter
closed down, John joined BANEWS in
Holloway and, with the ground again taken
from under his feet as BANEWS itself
closed, he moved over to SOLDIER.

In retirement he is still, however, con-
tinuing SOLDIER’s museums series.

U.K. ATOMIC
ENERGY AUTHORITY
CONSTABULARY

We have vacancies for

CONSTABLES

AGED 20 TO 50 YEARS

at various Establishments
in England and Scotland
Minimum Height: 5ft 7in
Pay scale: £1,430-£2,010 p.a.
Opportunity for overtime
Good promotion prospects

Rented housing or hostel
accommodation

40 hour week, 5 weeks annual
leave

Contributory Pension Scheme

* % ok %

For further information, write to:

The Chief Constable’s Office
UKAEA Constabulary
Building No. 1

AERE, Harwell, Didcot,
Berks OX11 ORA

Naati HP

outright

WINICECT a1
winner Ol .

These are the great advantages that put Naafi HP

way out in front

[]Exceptionally low HP charges
without strings such as annual
subscriptions

[ 110% deposit.and up to 48 months
credit on new cars for export can
generally be arranged

[1BIG DISGOUNTS (up to 174°,) on new
cars, caravans and motor cycles,
with full dealer after sales services
and warranties

[]Delivery to suit your convenience —
at the airport when you arrive
in UK, to your home town or new
UK station or to an overseas
port

[]No restrictions on taking the
vehicle overseas when you are
posted and no premature settle-
ment problems for you on posting

[]Free personal life insurance
during the time the agreement
is in force

[ ]First class insurance cover at
competitive cost and prompt
cover in the UK or if you are
posted abroad

[]Easy payment plan for premiums
if you wish

[]Cover against most of your
liability to tax and duty in the
event of your premature
repatriation from overseas

] Naafi will normally finance freight
charges and local import duty
if you are posted abroad

[ ] Deposit saving to facilitate future
purchase and reduce the HP cost

] Private sale HP between members
of the Services in UK and Germany

Consult Naafi about your next car, caravan, motor cycle, scooter,

boat or insurance. Cash or credit.

Your own organisation gives you a better deal.

Ask your Naafi manager for leaflet or order forms or complete and

post the coupon below

Manager, Car Sales Branch, Naafi, London SE11 5QX
Please send me details of Naafi facilities without obligation. | am interested in

New car.. O o, i (state model)

Forusein. ... ] (state country)

[] New touring caravan D Deposnt savmgs scheme

[] Used car [] Insurance

[] New motor cycle []1 wish to pay cash [] | wish to use Naafi HP
[: Boat Please tick whichever applies

Rank

Name

Address

Please use block letters




BERKELEY
SQUARE

GARAGES
LIMITED

We believe our many Service
customers will readily agree

we offer really first class
personal assistance in supply of
new and used cars at most
attractive prices for both Home
and Export use.

Officially appointed dealers for
leading British manufacturers,
we can offer with very
-competitive availability, all
models made by Daimler,
Jaguar, Rover, Land Rover,
Austin, Morris, M.G., Wolseley,
Ford, Vauxhall, Hillman,
Humber, and Triumph for
whom we are London’s main
area dealer.

Write or telephone now to
our H.M. Forces Sales
Division at the address below
for quotations of those cars
which interest you, stating
specification of colour and
extras required, delivery dates
place if possible and whether
for U.K. or Export,

Free of Tax.

BERKELEY SQUARE
GARAGES LIMITED

South Side Vauxhall Bridge

59/61 ALBERT EMBANKMENT
LONDON, S.E.1.

01-735 0321
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MILITARY MUSEUMS
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The Household Cavalry

HAT must rank as one of the

finest military collections in

Britain can be seen—and enjoyed

—in the Household Cavalry Museum at

Windsor. The rich and varied display of

clearly captioned exhibits spans more than

300 years in the history of The Life Guards
and Royal Horse Guards.

The museum, as one might expect, has a
splendid collection of cuirasses; one early
example, of Restoration vintage, made by
Thomas Carpenter, of London, bears the
indentation of a musket ball. This was no
battle scar, but the maker’s crude, though
effective, method of proving that the black-
ened steel breastplate was shot-proof.
It is shown with its buff leather jerkin and
mail gauntlet. Note also the plug bayonet, so
called because it was rammed into the muz-
zle of the long musket then carried by the
rank and file of the Horse Grenadier Guards.

Items of special interest in the next two
cases include the last cuirasse to be worn in
battle by the Household Cavalry—in the
Netherlands in 1793 and discarded the fol-
lowing year as being “‘more cumbersome than
convenient;” a Blues officer’s cocked hat
with its leather “hat box” which would be
strapped to the side of his ban (baggage)
horse; and a 2nd Life Guards horse-hair-
crested “Peninsula” type helmet.

Among the more intriguing exhibits in the
Waterloo case are the tail of the mare ridden
in the battle by Major Edward Kelly and a
cast of the skull of the legendary Corporal
John Shaw, a hero of the Life Guards who
was mortally wounded after slaying single-
handed nine Frenchmen in the first charge
and another five in a later foray. Shaw, a
prizefighter of renown and a man of ex-
ceptional physique, modelled for artists
William Etty and Benjamin Haydon.

Standing slightly aloof, it would seem,
is the Marquess of Anglesey’s artificial
leg which replaced the limb struck off
by one of the last French cannon shots of
the day. As Lord Uxbridge, Anglesey
was Wellington’s cavalry commander.

The museum’s two most-prized exhibits
are probably the magnificent pair of 118lb
silver kettledrums presented to the 1st
Life Guards by William IV and the field
bugle on which Trumpeter John Edwards
blew the charge of the Heavy Brigade at
Waterloo., Edwards, who had enlisted at
nine years of age, was only 15 when he
followed Lord Edward Somerset into the
charge. He served for another 26 years.

Outstanding in a fine array of uniforms
and weapons is the sword collection. This
includes an almost complete series showing
every pattern of Household Cavalry blade,
the oldest being two Restoration half-basket
hilted swords, one of which belonged to a
“Private Gentleman” of the Life Guards,
the other to an officer of the Blues; the
general staff officer’s sword of the first
Duke of Wellington, Colonel of the Blues
from 1813 to 1827; and a unique service
sword presented by Colonel D de C Smiley
bearing the cypher of King Edward VIII—
unique because the Colonel was the only
officer to be commissioned into the House-
hold Cavalry during the King’s brief reign.

An interesting portrait of George III
shows him at the age of 72 in Royal
Horse Guards uniform. When in Windsor
the King was in the habit of making fre-
quent unannounced visits to Combermere
Barracks, home of the Household Cavalry
since 1804.

All the major campaigns in which the
regiments of the Household Cavalry have
taken part—Peninsula, Crimea, Egypt and
the Nile, South Africa, the two world wars
—are featured in the museum, which is
now being extended by an additional large
room. This, it is hoped, will be ready to
receive visitors by the end of the year.

Not to be missed are the 15 Standards,
the oldest of which, a Blues squadron
(Union) Standard of 1706 is in remarkably
good condition. Researchers will appreciate
the library which contains the service
records of officers of the Household Cavalry
from 1661 to 1969. John Jesse

Curator: Major A J Dickinson (Retd)

Assistant curator: SCM C W Frearson

Address: Household Cavalry Museum
Combermere Barracks
Windsor
Berkshire

Telephone: Windsor 61391 ext 30

Open: 1000 to 1300 and 1400 to
1700, Monday to Friday;
1100 tp 1300 and 1400 to
1700, Sunday

Closed: Saturday, Good Friday and

: Christmas Day
Admission: Free 3
Amenities: Car park

Train to Windsor Central
(WR) or Windsor & Eton
Riverside (SR). Buses stop
near barracks. :

How to get there:

Next month: The Queen’s Own Hussars.



The things people saya

“Thank you very much for the excellent job you have done for us Each of fhese rem'aék
You have no idea what a joy it was to step off an aeroplane and wntten by a satisfied
straight into our own car’

“Congratulations on the obvious foresight and consideration
that you have for deallng with servicemen. You certawnly hﬁ ped
me with my problems’”’

_'I'was most impressed by the speed and ease of getting the car
~ through Natocars. | thought |I'd be waiting for months”

“Unbelievable service from start to finish’

"We finally decided on this car and your company with the help
of someone from the same unit who bought an Avenger GL from
your company and said that he was most impressed with the
efficiency of Natocars”

I ammived at Glasgow aport after a trip half-way round the
world to find vour representdt:ve waiting with the car. He still

. grested us with a smile despite having to hang about the airport
for nearly ten hours! | may add that | have not regretted my
decision to buy an Avenger’

"l was fm}st-gratefu! for the way you handled all the paperwork
- forme. it saved me a lot of trouble and time

"'l collected the car from France on Saturday All went well and
. itisareal joy to drive”

I have now had my car purchased through Natocars for two
years . | am particularly pleased with the efficient way in which

my insurance renewal notice comes with plenty of time for
- renewal’

- ca"nnc-t_ recall buying a car with so little formality and fuss. |
. shall have no hesitation in ;eaommendmg your firm to others”

: “Yourﬂrm never fails to impress me’

- _:_F’:One of the few firms who live-up to their advertsf Well dona’’
We can sum-up our opinion in one word — delighted”
‘-‘_"I never fail to shout "Natocars™ to any potential car purchasers”

- _.”Thank you very much for the spead with which you moved on
my tate request. My friends in Hong Kang were most impressed ,
_ andl have left your brochure with them”

- tax- paid basas,
~ part-exchange

Natocars You col ldf
tax-free Humb

' a.32~pageguid§'dfc buying, is f

CHRYSLER
HILLMAN, SUNBEAM,
HUMBER

PR WSS e OURER R
Please send me Natocars Information Pack s

Name Rank
Present Address

' Car for use in {Covary) | LI

Delwerydate . [approx)

Natocars

Chryster [ ] Simea [ ] Vauxhall [ ltick} § information

; : ‘ K
Used cars {j {tick} Trade-in against future purchase D s

Somerset TAG B
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Dead DUKW BT T opmes 1 ION
after 30 years

Story by John Walton/Parade pictures by Leslie Wiggs

On arrival at Marchwood Lord Mountbatten
inspects the quarterguard in his honour.

PAGE 12

‘< SAD day of nostalgia,” said the
official hand-out. And while Earl
Mountbatten was perhaps playing

to the gallery when he flourished a handker-

chief to his eyes after the last march /sail
past of the Army’s DUKWs, the farewell
ceremony had been a poignant reminder of
the service given by this remarkable war-

time amphibious vehicle over a period of 30

years.

It was fitting that Earl Mountbatten
should be inspecting officer for the disband-
ment parade for it was he, as wartime Chief
of Combined Operations, who selected the
American-built DUKW for British invasion
forces.

He told the story to men of the Amphibian
Troop of 17 Port Regiment, Royal Corps of

“Transport, before they drove their DUKWs

for the last time at Marchwood, near

Southampton.

“In 1941 Winston Churchill put me in
charge of the arrangements for the invasion.
In due course we came across a problem

which we called the water gap. How could
we get from the landing ships across the
water to the mainland?

“I sent some of my staff off to the United
States and they found a vehicle which had
been produced for Mississippi flood relief,”
he recalled.

In 1942, Lord Mountbatten went on,
complete trials were carried out in Britain
on this vehicle and also on the DUKW,
which had the advantage of being lighter
at seven tons and much faster (50 miles an
hour on land and five knots at sea). So the
DUKW was selected and a large order
placed.

It was first used by British forces in the
landings at Sicily. Lord Mountbatten and
Field-Marshal Montgomery went ashore in
one and were later fired on by a Messer-
schmitt while still in the DUKW. “As a
result of seeing what the DUKWs did there
I put on pressure to get more and more of
them,” he said.

After the landings at Sicily and on the

/,

»
[l

June 1944. Beached DUKW indicates the
success of landings as US troops pour ashore.

Left: Lord Mounbatten takes the salute as
the DUK Ws sail past in Southampton Water.

Below: Bulldozers clear Normandy beaches
of obstructions.

Allied DUKW at rear.

Italian coast the DUKWs took part in the
invasion of Normandy. Using a special
ladder attachment known as Swan, troops
were able to scale cliffs and put out of
action a German battery commanding
Omaha and Utah beaches.

The assault on Walcheren Island and
other parts of flooded Holland could not

have been achieved without the DUKW
nor would operations in the Chindwin, the
Irrawaddy and other Far Eastern rivers have
been so successful. DUKWs were also used
in the crossings of the Seine, the Meuse
and the Rhine.

After the war DUKWs continued in
service with both Regular and Territorial



DUKWs worked from dawn to dusk to bring
ammunition and petrol direct from ships to
Normandy shore dumps. Below: In 1968 they
worked in flooded streets in West Molesey.
g
Y

Gervict Corre,

Territorial unit’'s DUKWs were

transferred to 18 Amphibious Squadron,

Royal Corps of Transport, at Fremington,

Devon, and when the squadron disbanded

two years ago the remaining DUKWs
moved to their final home at Marchwood.

Their main task since the war has been in
assisting civil authorities in flood situations.
In the never-to-be-forgotten disasters at
Lynmouth and Lynton in 1952 they were
well to the fore and the following year were
in action again during flooding in eastern
England. Gurkhas and men from 18
Amphibious Squadron took DUKWs into a
flooded area of north-east Malaya in 1966
when 7500 people had to be evacuated from
their homes.

Two years later, when floods hit the
south-east of England, the amphibious
vehicles were again called in. At Molesey
and other stricken towns they ferried a
mother expecting twins, rescued a bedridden
old lady floating in her home and towed
disabled fire engines to a house fire.

There will be no direct replacement for
the DUKW. Over the years alternatives
have been tested but nothing suitable has
emerged. Lord Mountbatten told their

i i R Sl AN e s P A .

crews: “DUKWs are historic vehicles.  am

very sorry they are going away and I had
hoped they were going to be replaced by
hovercraft.”

Instructor Staff-Sergeant Bill Boyd was
running courses right up to the final
whistle. He described the DUKW as
“the finest recruiting vehicle the Army ever
had.” During his 15 years’ association with
the DUKW, Staff Boyd went to many parts
of Britain including St Kilda and Loch
Lomond—and sailed down a flooded Exeter
High Street. Last summer the Amphibian
Troop trained in France with French
soldiers and their DUKWs.

Now the Army’s DUKWSs have gone out
of service although many of these wartime
relics are being operated in civilian hands
and one is still in use with the Army’s
Fording Trials Branch, Royal Electrical and
Mechanical Engineers, at Instow, Devon.
Of the last nine DUKWs which were on
parade, seven will eventually be disposed of,
one will remain on display at Marchwood
and the other is to become a museum
piece.

But the contribution of the DUKW will
always be writ large in the annals of British
military history.

The DUKW takes its name from its builders’ code: D
for 1942, U for utility, K for all-wheel drive and W
for twin rear wheel axles. This 1942 project was to
produce a vehicle to unload ships and landing craft by
transhipping stores over open beaches. The DUKW,
36 feet long and eight feet wide, could carry 59 men

21,247 vehicles.

or the equivalent weight in stores. DUKWSs were sup-
plied to Russia under Lend-Lease and the Russians
built their own copy of it.

In 1943, the first year of manufacture, 4508 DUKWSs
were produced. Production ended

in 1945 with
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Andover’s eye view of the new river bridge
at Tonj—the village is on the left of the
picture. Right: Sudanese Vice-President Mr
Abel Alier cuts the tape at the opening.

BRIDGE
OVER
THE
RIVER
TONJ

Story by John Walton
Pictures by Arthur Blundell

S the Vice-President of the Sudan,

Mr Abel Alier, dressed simply in

grey tunic and slacks, cut the tape
to open officially the new road bridge,
women spectators ululated in delight and the
drums began to beat. A project which had
taken 200 British sappers into the depths of
one of the remotest parts of Africa was com-
lete.
i The bridges at Tonj in the south of
Africa’s biggest country replaced pre-war
bridges which had become unsafe. The
reconstruction work, lasting thrcg months,
had involved sappers working six days a
week from 7 am until 6 pm with only an
hour for lunch and two tea breaks. All this
in blazing sun with midday temperatures
which sometimes soared to more than 130
degrees fahrenheit.

The men of 32 Field Squadron, Royal
Engineers, part of 38 Engineer Regiment,
had worked side-by-side with Sudanese
Army engineers during the whole project.

Plagued by problems of commu_nicar_ion and
supply and suffering the attentions of mos-
quitoes as well as nocturnal visits by
scorpions, spiders and snakes, they neverthe-
less kept to the building schedule throughout.

The advance party from Ripon arrived
in the Sudan in early December and had to
finish its journey over 60 miles of bush roads
as well as moving in nearly 600 tons of
stores. The two airstrips (christened “Tonj
Heathrow” and “Tonj Gatwick’) had still
to be built. During this period hours were
even longer than on the main project.
Often men would complete a working day
and then spend until midnight driving a
120-mile round-trip to fetch stores. Even on
Christmas Day only half a day’s rest was
possible. ¢

At the end of the year the main party
arrived to find a ready made camp and a
Bailey bridge, built by the Sudanese sappers,
waiting to take traffic while the reconstruc-
tion work went on.
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Big Day. Dinka villagers at Tonj proudly
salute the Vice-President and other guests.
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THE RIVER TONJ

it

which carried out a multitude of com-
munications during the exercise,
went out on a reconnaissance flight and dis-
covered a suitable site for qu
aggregate on a sandbank 45 miles away. A
party of sappers moved 250 cubic metres
to Tonj in 13 days. Their only scare was on
the morning en they awoke to find
enormous hippopotamus footprints passing
ight througl camp (dubbed there-

tasks

herce climate, which also
provided two tropical storms and a whole
series of dust storms, Major Dickie Fairer,
who took over as exercise doctor part way
through, reported very little sickness. Heat
exhaustion, some gastro-enteritis and in-
somnia because of the clammy nights were
the main problems. The medical staff

Right: Major Tony Merrifield and Major
Ahmed el Sheik jointly lay the final stone.

quarrying of

-

opened a clinic at the camp for the local
villagers, mainly Dinka tribesmen. They
successfiilly treated scores of tropical ulcers
as well as helping people suffering from
malaria, leprosy, yaws and others gored by
buffaloes and bitten by dogs. i

“Many of these people had been to the
local witch doctor and not been cured,”
said Major Fairer. “We helped a lot of them
but eventually we were seeing 300 patients
a day and we had to wind it down.”

The representative collection of scorpions
and other insects at the camp was enough
to make one’s flesh creep and another hazard
was termites. They would eat anything,
as Major Merrifield learned when he left
a shirt on a table overnight and in the morn-
ing found it riddled with holes.

The cookhouse, under Army Catering

ik

Corps Sergeant John Cooney, had its own
problems, particularly at breakfast time.
Hovering above it were dozens of Kkites,
vultures and other feathered scavengers, all
capable of removing dustbin lids. Sappers
were forced to dash from cookhouse to
canteen with their eggs and bacon but
often the hawks would swoop like lightning
and make off with a rasher.

One of the biggest hazards was fire and
hoses were laid to every commer of the
camp. Despite this there was one major
blaze which destroyed a tent. Recreation
consisted of three open-air film shows a
week, sports contests with the Sudanese
Engineers and hunting. Tonj is set in a
fertile plain abounding in wild life including
antelope, lions, giraffes, leopards, warthogs,
baboons and elephants.

Captain Cyril Hastings, in charge of the
rear link, keeps abreast of the paperwork.

Left: Dawn at Khartoum airport—and stores
are loaded on to the waiting RAF Andover,

Far left: Stripped to the waist in the sun,
sappers put final touches to the bridge.

When the level of the river dropped and
a causeway became useable the Bailey
bridge was dismantled and taken many
miles further south where it was re-erected
by Sudanese sappers assisted by a small
party of Britons flown there in the Beaver

Other detachments found time to build
airstrips for nursing missionaries in the bush
and a new well for a leper colony.

Despite the occasional antelope coming
into the coo ! unable

1se the area was
to support fully a force of 20«

food had to be flown down fror
mm an Andover aircraft of 4
Royal Air Force, Thorney )
provisions were obtained by a team from
270 Local Resources Section, part of 10
Ordnance Support Battalion, Devizes. Based
at Tonj were a baker and Sergeant

he
1 Nne

Tropical ulcer which has almost healed. The
medical staff dealt with scores of these.

Left: There’s a genet on my shoulder. Major
Dickie Fairer, camp doctor, with his friend.

Right: Cook Sergeant John Cooney glares
at one of the hawks which stole men’s bacon.

- o
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Captain John Marchant and Sergeant Ken
Marchant haggling in a Khartoum market.

Below: These majestically horned -cattle
are symbols of wealth to the Dinkas,

For their work on the bridge 32 Field Squadron and 1st Detach-
ment of 1st Battalion. Sudanese Engineers, were awarded the
Sudanese Order of Merit. It was presented to Major Tony
Merrifield by the Vice-President of the Sudan. The citation,
signed by President Numeiry, notes the spirit of comradeship
and co-operation between the two engineer units in executing
the work and says the Order is conferred in recognition of the
effort towards the construction of a number of vital utilities

in the southern region.
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Mackay who almost daily made the 60-mile
each way journey to Wau for petrol. In
Khartoum was Captain John Taylor, who
each day toured the markets and shops in
search of produce. He was assisted by a
butcher, Sergeant Ken Marchant, who in an
arrangement with a Khartoum supermarket
did his own cutting up of meat on their
premises and inspected it for quality.

Haggling in the markets and despatching
1500 to 2000 lbs of fruit and vegetables
twice a week by Andover was, according to
Captain Taylor, “a fascinating job.” Being
a predominantly Moslem country, pork was
difficult to obtain and had to be specially
imported. But local shopkeepers were very
helpful—even to the point of embarrassment.
Said Sergeant Marchant: “We were offered
some baked beans but they had been tinned
in water. The shopkeeper was very obliging
—he offered to drain off the water and fill
them up with tomato sauce!”

Also based at Mirza Lodge, the Sudanese
Army flats loaned for the rear link party,
was the squadron quartermaster, Captain
Cyril Hastings. His eight-month spell in the
Sudan as liaison officer with the Sudanese
authorities brought him into contact with
them at all levels from ministers downwards.
Every man who worked at Tonj was able
to spend three to four days resting at
Mirza Lodge. Running the rest centre for
much of the time was Warrant Officer 2
Dougie “Pasha” Harold, catering advisor
to the exercise. Each morning he was reputed
to have taken the men fheir tea in bed.

The build-up to the opening ceremony
was impressive. The previous night the
drums sounded their message along the bush
telegraph and a large crowd from miles
around gathered the next day. For once
the weather was kind to the sappers—a thin
layer of cloud shrouded the sun, reducing
the temperature by perhaps 20 degrees.

After the general salute and inspection
of the British and Sudanese sappers on
parade, the British Ambassador, Mr J F S
Phillip, said that during the operation they
had worked together as partners on the
basis of co-operation and mutual respect.

The Vice-President said it was one of the
few times in the world’s recorded history
that armies of sovereign states had worked
side-by-side for peace and progress. He
added: “This spirit needs to be loudly
applauded especially at this time when
history, even of the recent past and of today,
records activities of other armies engaging
in bloody confrontations and destructions.”

After he had opened the bridge and the
parade had marched across it, the Vice-
President, the Ambassador, Major Merri-
field, the Engineer-in-Chief (Major-General
M E Tickell) and other main guests drove
to the village square at Tonj for a display
of national dancing. Here they jumped
across the body of a freshly slaughtered ox
—a gesture which symbolises peace accord-
ing to local custom.

As yet the bridge will take few vehicles—
perhaps as few as a dozen a day. But it is
built to last for at least half a century and
in the words of Major Merrifield “We have
built for the future of the Sudan.” Next
year another sapper squadron from Ripon
1s expected to build a bridge in an even more
inaccessible spot at Mundiri some 300
miles further down the same road.

Left: The Vice-President, with Captain J
Chapman, inspects the sappers on parade.

Below: The men of 32 Field Squadron march
triumphantly over the bridge they built.

These two pictures look alike

but they differ in ten details. Look
at them carefully. If you cannot
spot the differences see page 42.




En route between West Berlin and West
Germany the British Berliner’s door handles
are firmly secured inside by wooden wedges.

Left: Engine-driving has as much fascination
for a general as bus-driving! Maj-Gen
Scott-Barrett and the East German driver.

10,000th BRITISH

Below: After-breakfast speech. The portraits behind the general, there for the occasion, also mask holes in the dining car end wall!

WEST GERMANY '

Braunschweig

ROUTE OF BRITISH MILITARY TRAIN

(THE "BERLINER")

[

River Elbe

Magdeburg

BERLIN

River Havel

2

the Army’s only military train in

regular service draws out of West
Berlin’s Charlottenburg Station at the start
of its return run through East Germany to
Brunswick in the West. Platform 1A, closed
to West Berliners, has been busy for an hour
or more but the commuters on other plat-
forms scarcely spare a glance—this has been
a daily Berlin occurrence for nearly 30 years.

Today is different. Schoolchildren dally
to peer through the fence at the track side,
commuters’ morning papers stay unfurled
as they listen to the band of 1st Battalion,
The Worcestershire and Sherwood Foresters
Regiment, on Platform 1A and watch British
redcaps welcome VIP staff cars outside the
station. It is not yet eight but already on the
platform or aboard the train are two generals,
a brigadier, a couple of colonels and a half-
dozen or so lieutenant-colonels,

Today is different because this is the
10,000th journey of the British military
train. The British Berliner as it is known
(the French and Americans have their own
military trains), has run daily since 17
December 1945 except on Christmas Day,
from 24 June 1948 to 11 May 1949 (the
period of the Berlin blockade) and, though
nobody now seems to know quite why, on 2
April 1948. The guests of 26 Transport and
Movement Squadron, Royal Corps of
Transport, which runs the train, include

EVERY morning, punctually at eight,

BERLINER

Major-General D W Scott-Barrett (UK
Commandant and GOC Berlin (British
Sector)), Mr J H Lambert (UK Deputy
Commandant), Major-General V H J
Carpenter (Director of Movements (Army)),
Brigadier P A Downward (Commander,
Berlin Infantry Brigade) and officers of the
British, French and American forces in
Berlin.

Out on the platform, to the band’s
accompaniment, General Scott-Barrett in-
spects the squadron’s quarterguard, talks to
the train’s civilian staff and climbs into the
cab of the yellow-and-red diesel locomotive
(118-357-3) to chat to its East German
driver. There had been thoughts that the
GOC might wave the traditional green flag—
there were second thoughts that the usual
prompt departure might then have left the
principal guest waving not go but goodbye.

As on every day, the Berliner heads across
West Berlin, enters the north access corridor
and stops at Potsdam in its own fenced-in
loop line. Charlottenburg Station and the
line through West Berlin are owned and
operated by the East German Deutsche
Reisbahn, but the train has now crossed the
frontier from West Berlin into East Germany
so the engine, although East German, is
detached from the train and searched.

At Potsdam too an East German con-
ductor—the zugfiihrer—joins the Berliner.
He has the normal railway guard’s right to

Route map (above) and notes on points of interest help to while away the four-hour journey.

move about the train; he can stop it if he
thinks there is anything untoward. The
British train has never been held up in the
Corridor but against the eventuality carries
emergency rations. The American train
once ground to a halt, stranded, because the
Russians suspected an illegal passenger.

As the Berliner crosses the plain—the 145
miles to Brunswick is covered, with stops,
in four hours—its passengers look for the
points of interest timed and distanced in a
passenger leaflet—the engine shed where
the Kaiser’s personal engine was once
housed, Germany’s oldest shunting hump
(these definitely for railway enthusiasts only),
a Soviet tank repair workshop (reminding
the passenger that he is travelling through
the Communist bloc) and a rock under a
tree marking the formation of the original
United German Socialist State.

Today is different. The guest passengers
are engrossed in chatting and enjoying the
novelty of a magnificent Army Catering
Corps champagne breakfast—turkey, chic-
ken, ham, salami, beef and prawns, served
with salads and garnished with horseradish,
mustard, cranberry, even quails’ eggs and
caviar,

This is fantasy—champagne and caviar
for breakfast on a British military train in a
Communist state. The reality is temporarily
divorced from the dining car—the secured
doors, the armed infantrymen patrolling the
train, the radio-telephone link working
back to Berlin then forward to Helmstedt,
the West German frontier town. Unreality
lingers in the dining car with the presenta-
tion to senior guests of commemorative
plaques, each with its railwayman’s key,
from all ranks of 62 Squadron.

At Marienborn, short of the frontier, the
train stops. No one gets on or off—the plat-
form is spaced out with East German police
—except the officer commanding the train,
the train conducting warrant officer and a
Russian-speaking soldier from the Berlin
interpreters’ pool. The three march smartly
along the platform to present travel docu-
ments and passenger list to a Russian
officer. Everyone stays in his seat as a Russian
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10,000 BRITISH BERLINERS

continued

soldier walks slowly along the platform
counting the passengers. The figures tally.
Salutes are formally exchanged—all is
rigidly proper—and the documents trio
rejoins the train.

Across the frontier at Helmstedt there is a
welcoming party, a fleet of official cars, a
small crowd of local spectators. This is a
train on which neither they nor the West
Berliners may travel, but it has for them the
practical significance of helping to preserve
the vital access to island Berlin.

For the guests there is now lunch in the
splendid library of Helmstedt University,
more speeches, more presentations. Back at
the station its driver prepares to run the
East German diesel back through the Wire
while the Deutsche Bundesbahn takes over
the Berliner on its final 25-mile leg further
west to Brunswick. The original western
terminus was Hannover, from where another
military train, the Crossed Swords, ran to
Hook of Holland. After the Crossed Swords
was withdrawn in October 1961—a victim
of airtrooping—the Berliner shortened its
run as facilities were better at Brunswick
than Hannover. But a reserved coach on the
Bundesbahn takes Berliner passengers on to
Hannover from where there are connections
to Moenchen Gladbach and Hook of Hol-
land. Leave Berlin at 0800 and you can be
in London at ogoo the following day.

The Berliner is the normal routing for
duty journeys between Berlin and Rhine

Army—courses, liaison visits, battalions on
training exercises. Then there are children
on school holidays and visiting sports teams
—declaration of a basketball team usually
prompts a raised Russian eyebrow or wry
smile!

Three years ago 23,208 passengers used
the train, in 1972 there was a 38 per cent
increase to 32,173 and now the figure is
nearer 45,000. One reason is the train’s
popularity with American families “in-
dulging” in “get-away”’ shopping expeditions
to Brunswick. The French (to Strasbourg)
and American (to Frankfurt) military trains
run at night, do not provide a dining car
service—and both are “dry.” The British
Berliner serves a continental breakfast on
leaving Charlottenburg, coffee and biscuits
later and a three-course lunch with choice
of two main dishes. The reverse journey
offers tea and a four-course dinner.

Access agreements also allow of an addi-
tional nightly passenger train which rarely
runs and for a daily freight train but normal
frequency is about every three weeks—the
freight headache is moving horses for the
annual polo event in Berlin.

Down the years restrictions have eased in
some directions but no chances are taken on
either side. Overnight the Berliner is
cleaned by the East Germans in its Griine-
wald siding. At Charlottenburg the train
conducting warrant officer—a Royal Corps
of Transport traffic operator—searches the
train while passengers check in with their
travel and identity documents. There is only
one boarding point on the train, manned by
the train’s armed guard. In the Corridor the

door handles are wedged inside; passengers
may not use cameras or binoculars.

Rolling stock normally comprises a staff
coach and dining car of 79 Railway Squad-
ron, Royal Corps of Transport, and, on
hire from the Deutsche Bundesbahn, a
first-class and two second-class coaches plus
a pack wagon which carries mail and
emergency rations.

Manning this odd mixture of East German
locomotive, British Army and West German
rolling stock are the East German train
crew, the Army’s permanent train staff, an
officer commanding train and armed guard
of one non-commissioned officer and four
men provided by the Berlin Brigade duty
battalion, and a civilian staff of the French
Compagnie Internationale Wagons-Lit. Most
of these civilians—three crews of head
waiter, waiters, cook and kitchen hand—
have many years’ service on the Berliner,
going back to its Hook of Holland days.

The permanent staff’s three train con-
ducting officers in turn work the train to
Brunswick and back, with an early start at
o600 and finishing around 2130, an hour
after the Berliner returns to Charlottenburg.
This staff also includes a signaller from 219
Signal Squadron, Royal Signals, and, looking
after the mail in his own compartment of the
pack wagon, a sapper of the Berlin Postal
and Courier Communications Unit.

Perhaps it is typical of today that all the
anomalies and oddities of running a British
military train through a Communist state
should be so taken for granted. But the
British Berliner will always be much more
than just another train.

Below: Staff-cars-on-the-platform reception at Helmstedt, West German border town, for the 10,000th British Berliner’s guests.

Tediimaannin i

B

Wh

Plaque of Helmstedi’s coat of arms pre-
sented by the Burgermeister to com-
memorate the Berliners 10,000th journey.

Right: WO2 Stan Fenton, train conducting
warrant officer, handing out route sheets and
menus to passengers during a 1973 run.

Il.lterpreter Cpl-Maj George Varga keeps
his Russian up to date by reading Pravda
during an Autumn 1973 Berliner trip.

Left: A surprise commemoration presenta-
tion by a Deutsche Bundesbahn official as the
GOC leaves Helmstedt University library.




FALL OUT the
councillor officers!

OR well over a century, military
F councillors have served on Aldershot
council. Now the local government
reorganisation that threw Aldershot and
Farnborough together has done away with
this tradition.

Nonetheless, the inescapable link between
Aldershot and the Army is perpetuated in the
title of the new district council as Rushmoor
—the name of the recently refurbished
military arena which was once graced with
the world-famous tattoos attended regularly
by royalty at Aldershot.

The military was well represented outside

Aldershot’s new civic centre, Prince’s Hall,
to witness the final lowering of the borough
flag. Two soldiers from the locally based
Parachute Regiment attended at the flag pole
and the Royal Corps of Transport’s staff
band and the band of 3rd Battalion, The
Parachute Regiment, played ““Sunset” as the
flag was slowly lowered.

Aldershot as a town owes its very existence
to the Army. For in 1853 when it was chosen
as the site for a permanent camp—a personal
dream of Queen Victoria’s Consort, Prince
Albert—it was such an obscure little

Hampshire village that there was some doubt

at the time as to the spelling of its name.

At one end of the village’s High Street
stood—as it still does—the Red Lion pub
where the then Commander-in-Chief of the
Army, Lord Hardinge, stayed while he
satisfied himself that this was the site for the
camp before writing from there to London
with his plans to make an initial purchase of
10,000 acres of the surrounding land.

Army representation on the local authority
began in 1857 with the formation of the
Board of Health. Before this Aldershot had
been the responsibility of the Farnham
Highway Board. Three officers were ap-
pointed by the War Office to serve on the
new body: General W T Knollys (General
Officer Commanding “The Camp at Alder-
shott™), Lieutenant-Colonel ] C Kennedy
and Captain T Murray.

The town was granted its charter as a
borough by King George V in 1922—almost
52 years to the day before that charter ceased
to be effective—and specific provision was
made for the inclusion of three military
representatives to be appointed by the
Secretary of State for War.

This tradition carried on up to the very
day the borough ceased to exist; the last
three incumbents were Lieutenant-Colonel
A Grieve (Royal Army Medical Corps),
Brigadier P Aylwin-Foster (Royal Engineers)
and Aldershot Garrison’s chief adminis-
trative officer, Lieutenant-Colonel K Scragg.

Paying tribute at the farewell ceremonies
to the close liaison between “borough and
bayonet,” the Mayor of Aldershot, Coun-
cillor William James, said: “It would be
wrong of me to let today’s ceremonies pass
without expressing our gratitude to the
hundreds of people who have contributed to
the benefit of the town over the years.

“] cannot mention them all by name but
I would single out our military friends and
thank them for all their kindly help and co-
operation. Without this co-operation, the
Aldershot of today would not exist.”

The combined RCT and Parachute Regiment
bands beat Retreat in front of Aldershot’s
gowned councillors and the borough flag.

The Army was uniquely represented on
Aldershot council. Catterick Camp had no
military representatives on the old Rich-
mond Rural District Council, but occasion-
ally representatives from the camp sat in
on housing and planning committee meet-
ings to listen and advise although they had
no voting power.

y
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British Tranprt Police

Join the Transport Police.... and stay in uniform after leaving the services.

The Transport Police play an important part in the day-to-day
life of Britain's main line railway stations, ports and harbours, and’
London's Underground service. There's never a dull moment —

always something going on.

Providing you are physically fit with good eyesight, under
35 years of age and meet the minimum height requirement of 5" 8"
(5" 4" for women) there could be a job for you — in London or the

provinces.

In return we offer you good pay, a secure future and fringe benefits
which include supplementary allowances, generous free and reduced-
rate travel facilities on British and Continental railways.

Interested ? Then write to: Inspector W. E. Pain,
Recruiting Officer, British Transport Police,
Room 106, Eastern Section Offices, Victoria Station,

London S.W.1.
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The Passat Variant.

" Anothergreatideafrom
the backroom boys at Volkswagen.

[ Pt st duiaitiof I A 1

Behlnd every Passat Variant, there are a

lot of empty promises. 53.7 cubic feet of them.

Enough wide open spaces to accommodate
1,100 Ibs of whatever.

+ And enough wide opening tailgate to
take a load off your mind without taking skin
off your elbows.

At the front end of the Variant is the same
purposeful Passat the saloon buyers buy.

The same choice of 1300 or 1500¢c front
wheel drive engines.

The same nice 'n easy ride for driver and
passengers.

The same mean long distance fuel bills.

The Passat Variant comes in any number
of pleasing paint finishes at equally pleasing
tax free prices. See us soon. Or phone.
Or write. There's room for everybody.

Please send me details of the Passat ronge

Address

Tel. No.

Exin on Camp

Personal ExportSales,
95 Baker Street, London W1. Tel: 01-935 8706

. 4
.

ety i
e
i
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THAT'S ENOUGH TO DRIVE ANYONE
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AN OFFER FROM VOLVO
OUT OF THE COUNTRY.

A spanking newVolvo costs the man in
the High Street anything from £2195 to £4019.

Even to him, it ranks as good value. To
those of you about to take up residence abroad,
however, we offer the same cars from £1710
and £2780.That alone may seem reason
enough for speeding the coupon to us post-
haste.

But we don't leave it at that.Volvos,
as is well-known, go on forever (why else
do we have that extra digit on our mile-
ometers?)

Nevertheless, even aVolvo needs a
service once in a while.

So we've thoughtfully dotted dealers at
convenient intervals round the planet.

Furthermore, we can arrange for your
car to be sh|pped just about anywhere in the
E— world for a nominal charge.

So it's by no means only
cash you're saving.

NG

To: The Export Division,Volvo Concessionaires Limited,
28 Albemarle Street, London W1.Tell me all.

Name

Address
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DON’T LOSE YOUR VOTE

CASE HISTORY

NEW OFFICER SCHEME FOR
MEDICS

An elector does not lose his vote just because he signs on in the forces. But in order
to use his vote, he must be on the electoral register which is renewed each year.
Service voters will be issued with forms by their units in time for completion by the
qualifying date. The completed form should be sent to the electoral registration officer
for the voter's home constituency. The right to vote during the 12 months commencing
16 February 1975 depends on prompt completion of the form. People serving outside
the United Kingdom can vote too as can eligible dependants accompanying them.
Details of the arrangements for placing Army personnel on the 1975 register of
electors are contained in DCI (Army)T12 of 1974 and Notice Board Information
One of 1974. (DM(A))

The Military Forwarding Office is about unaccompanied baggage, and this is about
people . . . and people matter. This is the maxim worked to by the staff of the Deptford
depot who deal with a quarter of a million or so cases of Services’ unaccompanied
baggage a year coming and going all over the world. The depot works for all three
Services and the senior staff have travelled worldwide as members of the forces
themselves and so fully understand the importance of personal possessions.

The idea is to keep kit moving to its destination, not store it—"spaces not cases” is
the motto. The depot advises its customers to take care in packing their cases so that
they will stand up to being turned upside down, rolled or even dropped short distances

Mrs Joyce Mann monitors baggage movements into UK.

in the course of their journey. The staff also warns against trying to smuggle dutiable
goods in baggage and reminds servicemen to fill in fully and accurately the customs
declaration form (C3 or BAOR form 233) which, if skimped, could lead to a delay in
arrival of the luggage.

The depot welcomes inquiries for help or advice and urges servicemen on the move
to write to: STO(N), Royal Naval Store Depot, Deptford, London, SE8 3JG.

Army personnel on the move are urged to say the magic number “23/73.” For that is
the number of the Defence Council Instruction describing the scheme specially
negotiated by the Ministry of Defence to enable servicemen to get comprehensive
insurance on household goods and personal effects in transit by the military forwarding
office. The property is the responsibility of the individual and units can give details and
immediate cover under this scheme. Also, written inquiries to the two companies
administering the scheme can be made. They are: Lloyds Bank Ltd, Cox’s & King's
Branch, Insurance Department, 6 Pall Mall, London, SW1Y 5NH ; or Wilson & Co
(Military Insurance Brokers) Ltd, who have branches in Salisbury, Farnham and
Ripon.

During the next five years 76 serving soldiers of the Royal Army Medical Corps are to be
granted short service commissions as nursing officers to increase the number of male
nurses holding commissions. All three Services are working out their own schemes
which will partly remove the anomaly of differences of status between men and
women doing similar jobs in Service hospitals. At present it is possible for a male
non-commissioned officer to have equal responsibility with an officer of one of the
women’s nursing services.

In the Army’s case, the first 15 commissioning candidates will be appointed to
military hospitals later this year (July or August). Selection is being made from
soldiers who are qualified state registered nurses and below the age of 39. The



SOLDIER |||

NEW OFFICER SCHEME FOR
MEDICS

continued from previous page

REDCAPS INTO RED BERETS

MENTIONED IN PARLIAMENT

RAMC has about 190 men who are SRNs. These officers will become lieutenants
and eligible for promotion to captain after four years’ commissioned service and to
major after 12. Service in the ranks from the date of qualification as SRN may be
counted for seniority as officers up to a maximum of six years. It is possible that some
will become captains immediately. After six months a nursing officer may apply for a
Regular commission and it will be from those granted them that promotion to
lieutenant-colonel and above will be made. ;

At present the RAMC has ten officers who are former soldier-nurses. They hold

quartermaster category commissions and work as training officers or nurse tutors."

The additional 76 will include some clinical teachers and nurse tutors. No further
soldier-nurses are to be given quartermaster-category commissions and eventually all
86 commissions will be for nursing officers. Eventually some RAMC units of the
Territorial Army Volunteer Reserve will have male nursing officers too.

Alternative headdress is on trials with the Royal Military Police in the form of a scarlet
beret which can be worn instead of the peaked cap, which has been in service since
1916. Caps will still be worn but the experts say the beret could be more comfortable
when fitting “long Redcaps into short cars.” Picture shows the old and the new being
compared by men of 160 Provost Company in Aldershot.

@® Mr Merlyn Rees, Secretary of State for Northern Ireland, made a solemn pledge
to the House of Commons that he would never negotiate with the IRA, repeating
a public statement he made some days earlier in Belfast. Mr Rees was replying to
a question from Mr J H McCusker (Armagh) who claimed recruiting to the Ulster
Defence Regiment in his constituency fell from 40 per month to four following similar
negotiations by a previous secretary of state. Mr Rees had to remind the House that
troops in Northern Ireland did receive special training for their task before going there
when he answered a query from Sir John Langford-Holt (Conservative, Shrewsbury)
who called for “trained security forces” to be sent immediately to replace the troops
he claimed had “no specific training in security matters.”

@ In answer to a flurry of questions from the Reverend lan Paisley (Unionist, North
Antrim), Mr William Rodgers, Minister of State for Defence, revealed the latest
figures on the Ulster Defence Regiment, now four years old. The total number of
recruits enlisted in the year ending 1 April 1974 was 1125 of whom 41 were
potential officers. Current total strength was 7778 including 419 women.
Resignations from the regiment in the year were 1174 of which 24 were officers. In
the same period 53 applicants for recruitment were rejected on medical grounds and
235 for other reasons. .

@ An attack on the “continued erosion” of the value of Service pensions by rising
taxes was made by Mr Raymond Fletcher (Labour, llkeston) when he made a plea
on Service pensioners’ behalf to allow them to choose to commute their pensions into
lump sum payments at any time. Replying, Mr Rodgers stated that Service pensioners
were “liable to income tax in the ordinary way,” and added : “They already have the
option of commuting part of their pensions at any time, subject to certain conditions”.
@ Pensions again arose when Mr R T Boscawen (Conservative, Wells) asked to know
what would be the cost of paying forces family pensions to the widows of servicemen
below the rank of warrant officer class one who died or were pensioned off before 1
September 1950 and called for the introduction of such a pension. Mr Rodgers held
out no hopes when he replied : “To make such benefits retrospective would have wide
and expensive repercussions among Service pensioners and other pensioners of
occupational schemes in the public sector.” The cost of such a scheme, estimated to
refer to some 30,000 widows, would amount to some £12,000,000 a year.

@ Mr Anthony Royle (Conservative, Richmond)—a one-time Parliamentary Under-
Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs—failed to get an un-
equivocal reply on the fate of the Hong Kong-based Gurkha battalion at present paid
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for by the Brunei government. Mr David Ennals, Minister of State for Foreign and
Commonwealth Affairs, replied : “The government has initiated a review of all defence
commitments and capabilities. | would not wish to anticipate the results of that review.
This reply in no way modifies the assurance | gave reaffirming Britain’s commitment
to Hong Kong.”
@ The Royal Engineers got honourable mention in Parliament when their supervision
of the supply and air-freighting of essential supplies and their road construction
programme in famine-struck Ethiopia was recorded as part of a £350,000 relief project
undertaken by the British government. The information came from Overseas Develop-
ment Minister Judith Hart in reply to a question from Mrs Winifred Ewing (Moray and
« Nairn).
@ Armoured units can breathe again. The tank is apparently here to stay despite
doubts on its future cast—in the eyes of MP Mr Raymond Fletcher—by the recent
Middle East war. Defence Minister Mr Roy Mason assured him: “There is no reason
so far to doubt that the tank will remain an essential element of an effective defence
system.”’
® A bid to get a 14 per cent pay rise for servicemen was made in the House of
Commons by Mr J Scott-Hopkins (Conservative, Derby West) in a question to Mr
Rodgers. He added : "Will the minister remember that Service pay today is very low
in comparison with pay in industry ? Will he do everything in his power to hurry things
up with the Pay Review Body to get something done before the end of April 7 Mr
Rodgers refused to speculate on the board's possible recommendations on the
grounds that it would undermine its independence. But he added that Mr Scott-
Hopkins's “general concern . . . is shared.” He would say no more than that the board
would report “soon.”
@ Six per cent of the total defence budget goes on welfare for servicemen and their
wives, Navy Under-Secretary of State Mr Frank Judd told Parliament. Some
£210,000,000 went on medical services, education, married accommodation and
welfare services generally, he said in answer to a question from Mr Wyn Roberts
(Conservative, Conway).
@ More than 4000 weapons from 1 g different countries all over the world have been
seized in Northern Ireland since January 1970, Mr Mason told questioner Mr James
Kilfedder (Unionist, Down North). He listed the countries of origin as Argentina,
Austria, Australia, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, Czechoslovakia, Finland, France, West
Germany, Hungary, Italy, Japan, New Zealand, Spain, Sweden, the United Kingdom,
USA and USSR. He added: “The place of manufacture is not necessarily the place
where they have been obtained. Weapons seized and believed to have come into IRA
hands recently are the Russian-designed SKS carbine, the German Landmann rifle
and the US version of the Armalite rifle.”
@ The Israeli Galil rifle is being evaluated by the Ministry of Defence, Mr Rodgers
told Mr Paul Rose (Labour, Blackley) who raised the question of the relative merits
of the Armalite and the current issue FN rifle. Mr Rodgers said : “The Army's 7.62mm
rifle is of FN (Belgium) design and its performance has proved satisfactory. The
options available for its replacement in the 1980s are being evaluated. The lightweight
United States Armalite 5.56mm-calibre rifle was designed in the 1960s as a weapon
primarily for jungle use and it is not considered to be a suitable replacement.” Mr Rose
went on to ask if the Galil rifle had been studied as an alternative to the Armalite and
Mr Rodgers told him a “small order”’ had been placed for trials purposes.
@ There are 109 living holders of the Victoria Cross and 182 living holders of the
George Cross, Army Under-Secretary of State Lord Brayley told Viscount Furness in
the House of Lords.

“Are you still lashing
out VCs with bars?”’
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NEW OPEN UNIVERSITY
COURSE

'BUDGET BRINGS SAVINGS
BONUSES

NUFFIELD GENTRE RE-OPENS

War has always been a favourite topic for historians but the effects of war on the
societies that wage them is a comparatively unexplored territory. The Open University
probes this field in “War and Society,” a post-experience course which is to be
presented for the second time in 1975. It looks at war from the home front rather

than the battlefield. The ten-month course deals mainly with twentieth-century wars :

but includes substantial sections on the Revolutionary and Napoleonic wars and wars
of the 19th century. The information includes brief studies of Thucydides, the Hundred
Years War and the Thirty Years War.

One of 15 post-experience courses to be presented in 1975, this course is of particular
interest to anyone concerned with the social implications of war. The 16 television
programmes are devoted to the presentation of archive film as a raw material of

“I hope this little current

affairs discussion has left us
with something to ponder
over.”

history. The course also includes 16 radio programmes which are used to knit the
various elements of the course together. These include discussions, specialist talks,
programmes on war poetry and war music. Post-experience courses are designed
for people with some working experience who wish to update their knowledge,
increase their specialisation or acquire a basic knowledge in a new field.

The courses are separate from the university’s undergraduate programme although
some—including “War and Society”—are also available as undergraduate courses.
Students, who are usually in full-time employment, study at home in their own time
from correspondence material backed up by radio and television programmes. “War
and Society” starts in February 1975 and runs until November. The fee is £80 plus
£37 for a one-week summer school. Application to enrol can be made until 25
October, to the Open University, Walton Hall, Milton Keynes, MK7 G6AA.

The March budget brought some changes in National Savings securities. In the
National Savings Bank Investment Account, the £50 qualifying balance requirement
and the £10,000 limit are being removed. A new issue—the fourteenth—of National
Savings Certificates is to go on sale this month. Purchase price will be £1 with a
maximum holding of 1000 units. Certificates held for four years will be worth £1.34
per unit. Also this month, a new 93 per cent issue of British Savings Bonds is to be put
on sale when the current 83 per cent bonds will be withdrawn. There will be a separate
limit of £10,000 for the new bonds and they qualify for a £3 per cent tax-free bonus
at the end of five years. From July, the top monthly Premium Bond prize goes up from
£50,000 to £75,000 and there will be a new monthly prize of £25,000. The top weekly
prize will be increased to £50,000. (HM Forces Savings Committee)

The Nuffield Centre re-opened this month at Villiers House, John Adam Street, Strand,
London WC2. The centre is managed under the auspices of the Nuffield Trust for the
Forces and is open to all serving men and women below commissioned rank. The
idea is to provide a place in London where they can eat, drink and get together at a
low cost so that they have more money left over to get out and about and enjoy the
sometimes more expensive amenities offered in the capital. The Nuffield Centre's
facilities include a licensed bar, lounge and cafeteria with hot and cold meals, all at
reasonable prices. There is a colour television and dances are held including a special
disco on Saturday evenings. There is a daily distribution of free theatre and cinema
tickets. The centre has no sleeping facilities. It is open from 1530 to 2230 on Tuesdays
to Fridays and from 1200 to 2330 on Saturdays. It closes on Sundays and M?nday)s
DPS




Once your service in the forces
comes to an end,begin a new career

in the Special Hospital Service.

The service runs hospitals for the
mentally disturbed who must be looked
after under conditions of security.

Nursing in the Special Hospital
Service has attracted many servicemen
and women since the war. They find it
uses their training and experience in a
worthwhile way.

It’s a challenging job alright.

But it’s rewarding and secure.The pay’s
good too, higher than in the National
Health Service.

And you’ll get 4 weeks paid
holiday,increasing to 5 after 2 years.

There are other pluses too. : :

Like accommodation to rent. A canteen Although we're still looking for

that costs very little. Even help with staff for the other 3, staffing Park Lane
travel if you live outside. 1S a priority.

There are 4 special hospitals. When finished it will be one of
Broadmoor in Berkshire (nr. Reading). the most advanced hospitals of itskind
Rampton in Nottinghamshire in the world.

(nr. Doncaster). Moss Side in Lancashire For more information about

(nr.Liverpool). And the new one just opportunities and training for Park Lane,

being built at Park Lane,which is also and the other 3 special hospitals, fill in the

near Liverpool. coupon.

P e e e e e e e e e e e |

1 I am interested in the following hospitals: Name I

I [] Broadmoor [[] MossSide Address 1

1 l
3 Age Demob. date

= D Park Lane D Rampton Please send me more detailed information:- = I

To: The Chief Nursing Officer, Special Hospitals, Dept. of Health and
L Social Security, PO Box 702, London SW20 8SZ. _!
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Spitfire. The most famous
fighter plane of all time, and
hero of the Battle of Britain,
the Spitfire is available in two
sizes — 72nd scale or 24th
scale Super Kit, measuring 18"
across the wingspan!

These renowned battlers will forever be remembered
for their incredible fighting records — bring them all
vividly to life with Airfix kits!

Ark Royal. Royal Navy hero of so many early wartime battles at sea,
and the ship which the enemy claimed so many times to have sunk.

The superbly detailed Airfix kit is complete with planes and full
armament.

Lancaster. This big R.A.F. bomber was the most outstanding of all 8th Armv figures. Heroes of the North African eamosiig i e
Allied World War Il bombers, and spearheaded countless mass raids ey ";h eg‘oesérr Rats® schivved B Grauiad r’:{.ug? . hga '
over enemy territory. It makes a really magnificent Airfix model with Ef Alsrhein: Atareiio 48-piece set from Airfix.

17 inch wingspan !

™

CONSTRUCTION KITS
Just like the real thing!

[ : Get Airfix kits from toy

| 1/24th scale HURRICANE Mk. 1. shops, model shops
During the Second Worid War the Hawker and F. W. qulwonh ¢

| Humican red by a Rolls Royce Merlin ask for the big new

I lllengine > be one of the toughest catalogue. Look out,

Now you can build twitha great new highly
Churchill Tank. A mighty 40 ton warrior, the Churchill tank took part in
many actions following the D. Day landings in 1944. Build it with Airfix!
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and m liable ighter aircraft in service too, for the Airfix
‘ detailed 1/24th scale kit from Airfix d Magazine, 15p monthly.




MILITARY

MODIELNS

One-wheel
half-track

IT was a hybrid beast to say the least—

half motorcycle and half tracked fighting

vehicle. Yet the Kleines Kettenkraftrad
struck a balance of lightness (1235 kilo-
grammes), speed (72 kilometres an hour on
the road) and tractive force (four-and-a-
half-tons).

The Kettenkrad, as it was called for short,
made its debut in June 1941, dropping from
Junkers transports in the shattering para-
chute raid on Crete. It later proved to have
down-to-earth application—as an anti-tank
gun tractor, telephone line-layer and liaison
vehicle replacing motorcycles—negotiating
shell-pitted roads, ploughing through Wes-
tern front mud and whirring over snow on
the steppes. By the end of 1944 production
figures for this vehicle, designation HK 101,
had run to 8345.

Now, exactly 30 years later, three model
firms are almost simultaneously releasing
plastic kits of the Kettenkrad. Two Japanese

firms, Tamiya and Nitto, have produced it
in 1:35th scale at £1.20 and f1.10 res-
pectively while the Italian company of Esci
have a version in giant 1:9th scale for around
£7 planned for issue in this country in the
autumn. United Kingdom distributors for
all three firms are Richard Kohnstam
(“Riko””) Ltd of 13 High Street, Hemel
Hempstead, Hertfordshire, HP1 3AD.
Tamiya’s kit includes a trailer and driver
and two infantrymen figures. There are the
usual neat transfer decals for helmet and
vehicle markings and separately moulded
items such as mess tins, water bottles, rifles,
machine-gun and panzerfaust. One inno-
vation for a model of this scale is an engine

and gearbox cast in metal, Another de-
parture—the road wheels, bogies and
caterpillar tracks moulded together as a
single unit—is not so acceptable and pre-
cludes attempts at motorisation.

Nitto’s model is even better equipped with
a whole arsenal of weapons comprising a
37-millimetre PAK, 10-centimetre motor,
Panzerschreck, Schmeisser sub-machine-
gun, MP 43, four MG 34s, MG 42 four
rifles and even a couple of hand grenades.
The wheels of the vehicle are moveable and
there is a flexible plastic track. However, the
three crew figures are somewhat underscaled
and size for size would come out no taller
than members of Hitler Youth. HH

Go Chrysler'74.

\

PLEASE SEND ME YOUR
| am interested in:

Name. ... ...
Address

Telephone No.

For delivery UK D

FREE INFORMATION PACKAGE
W. Germany E] Tax Paid |:]

Rank.

\ CHRYSLER
wptol7’s%discount . 1| B R 72V 4 4
| SALES

AVENGERS »-.£128 SAVED
SCEPTRES »..£238 SAVED
HUNTERS .. £124 SAVED

RAPIERS ».£174 SAVED
AND OF COURSE NO V.A.T.

NO CAR TAX

DIRECT FACTORY NATO PRICES

FINANCE & INSURANCE AVAILABLE
SEND FOR YOUR V.I.P. KIT &
ABSOLUTELY FREE -

CHRYSLER MILITARY SALES / &5

HALKIN HOUSE, HALKIN STREET \ ™ 4

LONDON SW1 Tel 01 235 6484
OR STRESSERMANALLEE 30,

-6 FRANKFURT MAIN, WEST GERMANY

>
&

HUMBER

Sungeam

HILLMAN

-"y'

D
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LNEFal R IGH T AN DRGEWN ) RE:

Princess Anne (here being instructed by Staff-Sergeant Jim Boyle) took the opportunity
of driving a Scorpion—the Army’s latest reconnaissance vehicle—when she visited 14th/
20th King’s Hussars, of which she is Colonel-in-Chief, in Germany. During her visit, she
watched the hussars on exercise and presented a Long Service & Good Conduct medal to
Squadron Quartermaster-Sergeant John Kerr. She also made a trip to Herford to meet its
burgermeister.

Queen Elizabeth II Park in Christchurch
New Zealand—venue of the 1974 Common-
wealth Games—was the scene for another
major event when mew Colours were pre-
sented to 2nd Battalion, Royal New Zealand
Infantry Regiment (Canterbury, Nelson,
Marlborough and West Coast). Among the
parade were men wearing early uniforms of
the Canterbury Regiment. The drum pile
included a bass drum which has been with
the regiment since 1914 and served at
Gallipoli to support a casualty clearing
table. The new Colours were presented by
the Governor-General of New Zealand, Sir
Denis Blundell.

! Securicor have just the joh
for you in Givvy Street

Securicor is Britain’s largest and fastest growing security
organisation with more than 220 branches all over the
country.

This means that when you leave the Service, there's a
good chance that Securicor can offer you a job that’s right

opportunities, free uniform, sick pay and pension schemes.

details and where you plan to live.

Phone: 01-834 541 1.

SECURICOR
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up your street. A well-paid job with plenty of activity, variety, security, promotion

Start securing your future now. Read Services Re-Settlement Bulletin No. 2/71 and
have a chat with your Re-Settlement Officer about the excellent career
opportunities with Securicor. Then drop a line, giving your age, service career

To: The Employment Officer, Securicor Ltd., 40, Wilton Road, London, S.W.I.

CARES for customers
co-workers and the common good




A “royal flush” was on the cards for
Apprentice Regimental Sergeant-Major Jim
Wakenshaw at the Army Apprentices
College, Harrogate, when he received four
major prizes from Princess Margaret on the
day he graduated into the Royal Corps of
Signals. Prize one was the Master of Signals
award for the best all-round apprentice of
the term, prize two was the Signal Officer-
in-Chief’s award for the best all-round
tradesman of the term, number three was
the commandant’s prize for conduct, dis-
cipline and example and number four the
Royal Corps of Signals committee prize for
the best special telegraphist of the senior
term.

Barry J McCarthy got a very special
welcome to the Army as recruit number
10,000 at the Army Youth Selection Centre
for the South of England at Corsham,
Wiltshire. Boys spend three days at the
centre designed to ensure that each suitable
applicant for the junior Army is channelled
into the most appropriate section of the
Army. The centre can cope with up to 102
boys a week.

The link between Wareham and the Junior
Leaders Regiment of the Royal Armoured
Corps, Bovington, was commemorated at a
special ceremony by the presentation of two
lances to the mayor and corporation by the
commanding officer, Lieutenant-Colonel
Timothy Green. The regiment was granted
the freedom of the borough in April 1970 and
the ceremony gave the young soldiers their
last chance to parade as freemen before
Wareham lost its borough status in the
local government reorganisation.

B« The new Rarden turret, mounting a hard-

hitting 30mm gun on the FV 432, was
inspected by the Director of Infantry,
Major-General D G House, when he visited
2nd Battalion, The Royal Irish Rangers, on
Salisbury Plain. The Rarden gun is one of
the latest weapons in the Army’s arsenal and
can, with different types of ammunition,
attack lightly armoured vehicles and low-
flying slow-speed aircraft and helicopters.

TAILORING
- REPRESENTATIVE
REQUIRED

with or without experience.
Full training will be given.
Remuneration is by gen-

* erous salary, commission,
and expenses.

Successful applicants will
be filling vacancies in
England and W. Germany.

Please state preference
when replying to “"Squires’’
(Military and Civil Tailors)
Ltd., P.O. Box 19, Bury
St. Edmunds, Suffolk.

If you require—
GENUINE SURPLUS

e Combat Suits e Tiger Suits
@ Para Smocks @ Flying Suits
o Sleeping Bags @ 58 Webbing

or most things in Genuine Government
Surpius

Call Phone or write—
SILVERMAN'S

2/8 Harford St., London E1 40D
Tel. 01-790 5257/8

% YOU SAVE MONEY. Apart from the substantial savings of
tax-free purchase, you can be sure of keen prices and fair part
exchange from Weir Lodge.

% U.K. EMIGRANT. May purchase a new car at our conces-
sional prices, with use in U.K. for 6 months when it must then
be exported or Tax paid.

% H.M. FORCES. May obtain an additional saving on Austin,
Triumph, VW, Ford or Morris.

% BUSINESSMEN. Again six months use in U.K. then a
minimum of one year overseas and two years on return to
U.K. before you sell the car will escape Tax altogether.

WEIR LODGE GARAGE LTD

BRITISH

%)

|LEYLAND

BRIDGE ROAD
CHERTSEY

SURREY

CHERTSEY 64264-62047

% DIRECT SHIPMENT. This is simple, you send the order and
we arrange shipment of the car.

% PART EXCHANGE. Any vehicle accepted in part exchange.
Outstanding H.P. payments settled without fuss and bother.

MAKE
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Where (Blue) Eagles Dare

HE precision aerobatics of the Blue
Eagles helicopter display team will
provide pleasure for more than three

million spectators this year and will be a
source of pride for the men who fly and
maintain the gleaming blue Sioux aircraft.

“It’s regarded as a privilege to be on the
team,” says Captain David Hetreed who,
as adjutant, acts as manager for the Blue
Eagles. This privilege, which lasts only a
year, has to be earned with long hours of
hard work before the show which thrills the
crowds can take to the air.

The Blue Eagles, entering their seventh
season of “rotorbatics,” comprises five
volunteer display pilots, all sergeants from
operational Army Air Corps squadrons with
at least three years’ squadron service behind
them. Two are members of the corps itself
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and the other three are from the Royal Tank
Regiment, The Parachute Regiment and the
Royal Marines. .

They were hand picked by this year’s
team leader, Captain Charles “Wilf” Hyde-
Smith, an instructor at the Army Air Corps
Centre at Middle Wallop. “They must be
high-average type pilots,” he explained,
“and they’ve got to be able to fit in as part
of a team.”

To give continuity, one pilot from last
year has stayed on—Sergeant ] D Marriner.
But for the others, the daily training sessions
in the air—weather permitting—introduce
them to a new style of flying. Said Captain
Hyde-Smith: “There is only a small re-
quirement on normal duties for formation
flying which is the basis of the Blue Eagles’
display. So the pilots have done very little

of it before coming to the team. We do a lot
of concentrated formation flying starting
with twos and working up to five. This
covers the three-month period from Febru-
ary to April.”

The display is a set routine timed to last
for about 20 minutes. The breathtaking
manoeuvres vary little from year to year for
there is a limit to the variety of formations
that can be achieved. One of the main
factors in the planning of a manoeuvre is
not so much the execution of the formation
flying but the regrouping necessary after
each move so that spectators are not left
staring at empty sky for too long.

As the season draws near the pilots can
expect to weave and dance their helicopters
through four rehearsals a day, pushing the
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The Blue Eagles take a bow in front of their home control tower during training and (right)
practise the close formation work that looks so easy but is a real test of the pilots’ skill.
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Blue Eagles ...

An adjustment to the electrically detonated smoke grenades in their special rack

Sioux’ Lycoming engines to the limits of
their endurance. None of this would be pos-
sible without the eight-man Royal Electrical
and Mechanical Engineers section of the
team headed by Staff-Sergeant T W Hardy.
Their year starts in November or December
preparing the six aircraft—one is kept in
reserve—for the season and then keeping
them airborne in between shows before the
season ends in October.

Technicians frequently have to burn the
midnight oil to keep helicopters airworthy
and many a weekend was sacrificed before
this season to see that everything was ready
for the public. Between December and
March three major overhauls were done on
three Sioux, apart from other tasks. The
team’s strength of 17 is made up by two
drivers who also play a vital part in the Blue
Eagles’ life. Every man has to do two jobs
to keep things ticking over, Captain Hyde-
Smith pointed out.

Captain Hetreed in the strictly non-
glamorous manager’s seat has to see the team
gets its bookings and arrives there fed and
watered. His job demands almost as much
skill and timing as the pilots in their heli-
copters. He has to sift through some 400
bids for the team’s services and whittle the
season down to 50 or 60 shows. He also has
to “recce” display grounds to check that
there is enough space for the team to do its
show safely and comfortably.

The Blue Eagles set out to show the public
the high level of training and skill demanded
in the Army. And at the’end of each season
they return to their squadrons with a unique
year’s experience plus the knowledge that
they have entertained millions and impressed
them with their professionalism.

A FIRST CLASS TRAINING

for Men and Women

IN SERVICE STATION MANAGEMENT

Top Salary
Generous Bonuses
Pension Scheme

Promotion Prospects
Plus other fringe benefits

HERON is young. It's growing fast. It’s well established and already sets the pace

other petrol retailers must follow.

With 140 service stations in operation and a further hundred planned, we are looking
for ambitious determined men and women, aged 18-40. Education and previous ex-
perience do not matter.

For a secure job in your area, with a good future, ring or write to:
P. Wheeler, Training Manager

HERON SERVICE STATIONS LIMITED

Heron House

19 Marylebone Road, London NW1 5JL

01-622 2346/7




Major Davey (lying on ground) and friends inflate the Chieftain hot air balloon.

Up, up and away...in a Chieftain!

proud of the world-beating Chieftain

tank and not least among its ad-
mirers is Major Christopher Davey, of the
2nd Royal Tank Regiment. But the Chieftain
whose controls he has recently mastered
is a far cry from the §o-ton armoured
vehicle. In fact this Chieftain floats on air
as G-BBYU, a hot air balloon.

Major Davey is currently working at
Bovington as commander of the communica-
tions and miscellaneous branch of the
RAC’s Armoured Trials and Development
Unit. It was while he was serving in Germany
with his regiment that he got the chance to
try ballooning. “I’ve always had an interest
in flying but I had always found that
aircraft are too fast or too noisy. When we
were in Miinster in 1972, I saw some
hydrogen balloons quite regularly. A few of
us then joined the local club.”

THE Royal Armoured Corps is justly

Hydrogen balloons are very expensive
to fly and Major Davey and his friends had
to think in terms of hot air ballooning. At
last they found a member of the Miinster
club with a hot air balloon and a flight was
arranged. The new enthusiasts were con-
vinced this was the sport for them.

Money for the project was gathered from
the Royal Armoured Corps and Royal Tank
Regiment associations and the Nuffield
Trust. The idea was to make a balloon a
flying advertisement for the Army as well
as a hobby for its pilots.

With the help of ballooning expert Don
Cameron, whose firm agreed to build
Chieftain, Major Davey’s dream became a
reality. He has just completed his
theoretical and practical examinations for his
balloon pilot’s licence and anxiously awaits
the results. In any event, Chieftain is entered
in races back in Miinster at an international

ballooning jamboree there this month.

Later this month the balloon is due to
appear at Cirencester at what is being hailed
as the biggest balloon gathering ever. Both
hot air and lighter-than-air gas aircraft will
be attending.

In the meantime, plans are going ahead
for Chieftain to work as a flying advertise-
ment over Kent towns within the recruiting
area of Major Davey’s regiment. He said:
“Ballooning is great fun, but it is also an
eye-catching way of recruiting.”

The Army has in the past found military
uses for gas balloons, but Major Davey
believes Chieftain is the Army’s first hot air
balloon. And its purpose is strictly peaceful.
He is already pressing for official recognition
of this new sport as an adventurous training
activity so that soldiers throughout the Army
can sample the delights of this increasingly
popular pastime.

coast. Junior School from 5 (boarding from

THORNLOW SCHOOL
* Buxton Road, Weymouth, Dorset.
JUNIOR AND SENIOR SCHOOLS
Recognised by The Department of Education and Science.

An efficient boys' independent school for da; :n:dbsmrdings 17,upils on the Dorset
) a enior School from 11 to 17.

St. Andrew’s School

Girls' Independent Day and

The School is situated on the outskirts of Malton, within easy reach of the open country,

MALTON, YORKSHIRE.

Boarding School (Recognised)

Pupils must satisfy entrance requirement standard. Very good results at G.C.E.
Modern classrooms plus carpenters’ shop, library, well-equipped science labora-
tory and large gymnasium. There are seven acres of grounds and sportsfields
affording good facilities for Soccer, Hockey, Cricket and Athletics. There is
a cross-country club; a fencing club with a first class coach and a sailing clut

owning Its own boats. Prospectus from Secretary. (Tel: Weymouth 1977

and of Scarborough, York and Leeds. The School is in spacious grounds, with new
Laboratory, Domestic Science Department and good sports facilities. Main School
I1-18 years, prepares girls for 'O’ and ‘A’ level G.C.E. and University Entrance, Pre-
paratory Department 4-1 | years, Day Boys 4-84 years. Girl Boarders from 7 years of age.
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BADGES, PLAQUES, TIES & SCARVES

We make only the best BLAZER BADGES in fine wires and silks. Also attractive
WALL PLAQUES and CAR BADGES from £2.75p each. Fine quality Saxony Wraps
In regimental colours (University style 60" X 10%) from £2.20p each; Regimental
TIES £1.32p Terylene, £2.20p silk reppe; striped designs. All prices include VAT.
Write for Services price listi—

D. J. PARKINSON H.M. Services Hand Embroiderers
(Dept. S.) 124, VALLEY DRIVE, BRIGHTON BN 5FF, SUSSEX
Callers:- 15, ALBERT ROAD, BRIGHTON BN1 3RN. Phone 27180 5
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Seven months
on the
seven seas

FTER seven months on some of the
most testing sections of the Seven Seas,
British Soldier, the Army’s official

entry in the Whitbread round-the-world
sailing race brought home an invaluable
cargo as well as the crew which guided her
on the last of the four legs of the circum-
navigation,

This invisible load is the wealth of ex-
perience which will go to enrich the
ever-growing expertise of Army adventure
training sailing. In a special statement to
SOLDIER, “British Soldier” team manager
Major Neil Carlier, Royal Engineers, who
skippered one of the legs, said: “We’ve got a
tremendous amount of experience out of this
for Army sailing which will stand us in good
stead for providing more instructors for the
Joint Services Sailing Centre at Gosport.

“Our aim was to enter this race and go
round the world to finish the course. Of
course we said we’d win. But we knew we
didn’t really stand a chance against such
well-organised opposition. The main thing
is it was a big achievement to prove that we
Army sailors could do it and this will be to
the benefit of Army sailing in the long run.”

The s59-foot ketch British Soldier started
life as Chay Blyth’s legendary British Steel
in which the ex-paratrooper sailed the
“wrong’’ way—westabout—around the world.
He loaned his all-steel boat to the Army
for the latest race and, before she was
renamed, extensive alterations were made
below decks to accommodate the four
crews—a total of 38 soldiers—who manned
her, changing after each leg when the ketch

Even
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a spectacular dive failed to save this sizzling goal in the Army Cup final.

e ) e

British Soldier pictured in home waters and
(below) the seas she faced off Cape Horn.

stopped at Cape Town, Sydney and Rio de
Janeiro (see SOLDIER September 1973).
British Soldier sailed out of Portsmouth
last September with the other entries and
came home in April this year to cross the

line tenth out of 17 finishers in the handi-
capped race. “This was disappointing,” said
Major Carlier, “We hoped to do better. It
reflects the fact that Soldier is not as fast a
boat as was needed. We were hoping for
heavy weather when she would have done
better against the lighter craft, but we didn’t
get it.

“But Soldier always looked the best in the
fleet and she came out of it with the least
damage of all. Now she’s been handed back
to Chay Blyth and the 38 of us who formed
the crews have all gone back to our regi-
mental duties. In my case, it’s funny to
think that in January I was sailing around
Cape Horn and in October I shall be per-
forming public duties at Buckingham Palace |”’

First across the line after the 27,500-mile
dash was Chay Blyth in his new custom-built
Great Britain II crewed by members of

The Parachute Regiment. A spartan existence, .

a diet of curry and that essential ingredient
of crew compatibility were the keystone
to success for the Scottish adventurer. But
Chay and his men were robbed of victory
by the handicappers who gave first place to
the Mexican entry Sayula skippered by the
millionaire Ramén Carlin whose race tactics
were diametrically opposed to the quiet
Chay’s. “For me,” Carlin was quoted as
saying, “this race is a £150,000 joy ride.”
For the crew of the official Army entry
in British Soldier there is no price which can
be put on the lifetime of experience gained.

SEME

the champions

L E are the champions!” was the
W triumphant chant of the soccer
stars of SEME Bordon when they
crowned a season of glory with an Army Cup
final win of 4-2 over 28 (BR) Signal Regiment.
SEME had already carried off the UK
winners’ Kings Cup and won the inter-
Service Naafi’s Jubilee Cup. Results of the
three Jubilee matches were: HMS Heron o,
RAF Lyneham 4; RAF Lyneham o, SEME
3; SEME 6, HMS Heron 4.

Six of the SEME side have been regular
members of the full Army team which ac-
quitted itself well in a last-minute Channel
Islands tour of three matches. The Army
beat Guernsey FA 3-0 and drew 1-1 the
next day against a second team, the Guernsey
FA Eleven. The same 1-1 scoreline was the
result of the third match against Jersey FA.

There was triumph at last for 1st Battalion,
The King’s Own Spcottish Border Regiment,
in the Infantry Challenge Cup which had
eluded the battalion in four successive finals.
The team came from BAOR to beat 2nd
Battalion, The Parachute Regiment, 3-2.
Its own BAOR final against 1st Battalion,
The Worcestershire and Sherwood Foresters
Regiment, ended in a 2-1 win.

trampoline championships the inter-

unit team gymnastic title went to Army
Apprentices College, Chepstow, and the
individual championship to Apprentice
Tradesman G Jones of Chepstow.

Individual apparatus winners:—High bars:
A/T Jones. Vaulting: A/T Jones. Floor
exercises: A/T Jones. Parallel bars: Driver
K Lynch (Junior Leaders Regiment, Royal
Corps of Transport).

Inter-unit gymnastic team championship:
1st AAC Chepstow, 2nd JLR RCT, 3rd
Junior Leaders Regiment RA. Individual:
1st A/T Jones; 2nd Dvr Lynch; 3rd Junior
Driver G Slough (JLR RCT).

Rings: 1st A/T Jones, 2nd Dvr Lynch,
3rd J/Dvr Slough. Pommels: 1st A/T Jones,
2nd J/Dvr Slough, 3rd Apprentice Trades-
man Parmley (AAC Chepstow). Rings and

IN the Army junior soldiers gymnastic and

pommel combined: 1st A/T Jones, 2nd
Dvr Lynch, 3rd J/Dvr Slough.
Inter-unit team trampoline champion-

ship: 1st Army Apprentices College, Arbor-
field, 2nd Depot The Queen’s Division A,
3rd JLR RA. Individual: 1st Junior Private P
Cartwright (Infantry Junior Leaders Bat-
talion), 2nd Junior Corporal B Mair (Junior
Leaders Regiment, Royal Engineers), 3rd
Junior Gunner T Thorne (JLR RA).

Chepstow top g

ymnasts
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Under the critical eyes of fellow finalists a
junior gymnast tackles the parallel bars.
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"Supr sapper’’

JUNIOR Sapper Nigel Charleton emerged

champion in a day of nine gruelling

sporting events competed in by lads of
the Junior Leaders Regiment, Royal Engin-
eers, Dover, to raise money for a special
£250 bed to go to a local hospital.

The “Super Sapper” sporting day got the
fund off to a flying start with L110 being
put in the kitty. Nine of the major sporting
clubs within the regiment nominated their
stars, each of whom had to compete in eight
of the nine events, missing out his specialist
sport. The nine were: 66 metres freestyle
swimming, basketball penalty shots, 400
metres hurdles, shooting, soccer penalties,
target golf, cycle racing, gymnastic strength
tests and badminton knock-out competition.

Junior Sapper Charleton won four of his
eight events and finished in the first five in
all the others. He is a member of the regi-
ment’s successful soccer team and scored more
than 60 goals in the 1973-74 season.

SPORTS
SHORTS

HOCKEY

A hat-trick in Army cup finals came for 36
Engr Regt this year with a 2-0 victory over the
BAOR finalists, 42 Hvy Regt RA. The sappers
had beaten RAOC Trg Centre 6-1 in the UK
final. The Royal Navy was beaten in two games
on the same day when the Army senior team won
3-2 and the under-22s won 2-1.

ATHLETICS

The finals of the Army senior inter-unit team
athletic championships 1974—major units, minor
units and women—will be held at Aldershort
Military Stadium on 24 July. Zonal eliminations
will produce six major unit and six minor unit
teams and seven women'’s teams.

BASKETBALL

The Army’s pre-inter-Service championships
form held good to see the team emerge 1974
champions. Results of matches played in the
training period were: Army 78, Slough 35; Army
75, Southern Pirates 46; Army (UK) 68, Army
(BAOR) 44. Results of the inter-Services cham-
pionship games were: RAF 88, RN 61; Army
64, RAF 51; Army 97, RN s8. Thus the Army
emerged champions with the RAF second and
RN third.

In the inter-Services junior championships the
Army beat RN Juniors 65-46. Players in these
matches qualifying for senior Army colours and/or
date bar 1974 were WOz ] Munday (BAOR),
SSI R Burniston (APTC), S/Sgt E Ricketts
(REME), S/Sgt P Roach (REME), S/Sgt R
Allen (REME), Sgt R Homer (REME), Cpl
M Molyneaux (9/12 L), Cpl B McKay (REME),
Pte I Dean (ACC), Pte D Elliotr (ACC), Sig
P Tedby (R Sigs). Junior qualifiers: Spr S
Embleton (RE), J/Tpr Vince (JLR RAC), A/Cpl
Stroud (AAC Harrogate), A/'T Phillips (AAC
Chepstow), J/Sgt White (JLR RE), J/L/Cpl
Frost (JLR RE), J/Spr Clarke (JLR RE), J/Spr

Vidler (JLR RE), A/T Britron (AAC Arborfield).
Officials: Capt G Kimpton (RE) (coach), WOI
SMI) E Dixon (APTC), WOz (CSMI) M
Thomas (APTC) (junior coach), SSI R Baldwin
(APTC) and S/Sgt F Clifford (RCT).

A Combined Services Basketball Association
team made a triumphant three-match tour of
Europe beating the Dutch Endhoven PSV 86-72,
USAF Bruggen 90-73 and Pepinster Liége
78-61.

Army juniors championships major units final
pool: 1st Junior Leaders Regiment RE, 2nd
Junior Leaders Regiment RAC, 3rd Army
Apprentices College, Harrogate. Minor units:
1st. RAPC Apprentices College.

RALLYING

Veteran Army rally driver Maj John Helmsley
(r LI) was the Army’s entrant in the United
Dominions Trust World Cup rally in May which
involved a double traverse of the Sahara. Maj
John Skinner (REME) was named co-driver of
the 3.5-litre V8 Marina coupé British Leyland
had specially prepared for the Army team. The
11,000-mile rally included 30 British crews who
faced a gruelling course crossing 14 countries
as well as the fierce Sahara.

TUG-OF-WAR

The finals of the Army inter-unit tug-of-war
championships will be held at Aldershot’s Queen’s
Parade on 23 July. There will be two separate
contests for teams whose aggregate weights do not
exceed 560 kilos and 640 kilos respectively.
Eliminating rounds in the United Kingdom
districts and Rhine Army will produce seven
teams for the finals and organising districts will
forward entries to the Army Athletic Association
secretary by 1o July.

CROSS-COUNTRY

The Army Athletic Association runners beat a
team from .the Territorial Army Volunteer
Reserve in the annual cross-country match at
Aldershot. The Regulars clocked up 26 points
against the Terriers’ 59. First place went to 2/
Lieut G Grant (20 Med Regt RA) in 28 minutes
31 seconds, second was SI E Turner (APTC
RMAS) in 28 minutes 40 seconds and third was

the first TAVR man home, Cpl-R. Kernaghan
(114 Fd Sqn RE), in 28 minutes §9 seconds.
The Army came second in the inter-Services
championships at RAF Halton. The RAF grabbed
the first three places and finished top of the table
with 24 points. 2/Lieut Grant was first home for
the Army in fourth place and the team finished
with 70 points. The Navy came third with 96
points.

CYCLING

Army r1o-mile road time trials, course V3i5:
1st Cfn T F Finney (10 Fd Wksp REME) 25
mins 34 secs, 2nd Sig D Bishop (AAC Harro-
gate) 26 mins 20 secs, 3rd S/Sgt M C Beech (T &
D Sgn AAC) 26 mins 32 secs. Team: 1st AAC
Harrogate 1 hr 25 mins 30 secs, 2nd AAC
Aborfield 1 hr 26 mins 25 secs, 3rd AAC Chep-
stow I hr 27 mins 49 secs.

This month the following are short-listed to
represent the Army in the national 25 miles RTT:
Lieut R ] A Huxford (Int Corps), S$/Sgt M C
Beech (REME), Cfn T F Finney (REME) and
Sig D Bishop (R Sigs).

BOXING

L/Cpl R Maxwell (3 R Anglian), the 1973-74
ABA light middleweight champion, won through
to a defence of his title against Scotsman A
Harrison. The Royal Navy was due to be repre-
sented in the final at light welterweight and
the RAF at heavyweight. But it was the Army
that was particularly well represented in the two
semi-finals. In the ABA (England) semi-finals,
Rgr ] Wilson (r R Irish Rgrs) lost at light
flyweight, L/Cpl ] Spring (3 RRF) lost at fly-
weight, L/Cpl N Phillip (4/7 DG) lost at bantam-
weight, L/Cpl G Metcalf (1 Kings) lost at
featherweight, L/Cpl E Dublin (10 Regt RCT)
lost at welterweight, L/Cpl R Maxwell won at
light middleweight and Cpl ] Matthews (1 RG])
won at light heavyweight. Then in the (national)
semi-finals, Maxwell won and Matthews lost.

FENCING

There was a resounding win for the Army in a
match against the RAF at Odiham. The overall
score was 19-8 with the Army winning 8-1 in the
foil, 5-4 in the sabre and 6-3 in epée.
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Get the professionals
to fight your money battles!

The easiest way to win your money battles is
an account at National Westminster.

Because we don't just keep your money safe,
we help you manage it. With the security and
convenience of a cheque book, so you can
pay for things wherever you're posted in the UK.
With regular statements so you know exactly
where you stand. Remember there won't be
any bank charges if you keep a minimum of £50
in your account. And there's all our advice and
backing—because, after all, taking care of your
money is what we're here for.

Interested? Then send the coupon below to:
National Westminster Bank, Communications Dept.,
22 Old Broad Street, London EC2N 1DU.

<% National Westminster Bank

/ Please send me details of the services offered by NatWest to \

members of the army.

Name

\ Address /

National Westminster Bank, Communications Department, I
22 Old Broad Street, London EC2N 1DU
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“Harry Mortimer’s World of Big Brass
Band” (Decca SPA 268)

This is a reissue of “Big Brass Band” (Decca
PFS 4143) so be careful of doubling up.

I have said before how well Harry Mortimer
plays marches and if you missed the previous
LP you can hear him in perfect tempo and
style in one of the best of all, Ord Hume’s
“BB & CF” (Brass Band and Contest Field),
Siebert’s “Swing Along,” ‘“Seventy-Six
Trombones” and that finest of march medleys,
“The Passing of the Regiments.” .

Old favourites in which, as ever, Harry
avoids sentimentality while giving us the
essential flavour of long ago, are the serenade
“Santa Lucia,” Ketelbey’s “In a Monastery
Garden,” a cut version of “1812” and a very
exciting arrangement in waltz time by Drake
Rimmer of themes from Chabrier’s “Espana.”

The more modern “Puppet on a String”
is lacking in humour and dynamics and the
cornet trio “Bugler’s Holiday” is in the
conductor’s ““fast” mood. No names are
given but I take the players to be the Men o’
Brass, the Big Band with which HM is much
associated. Fine performances of course.
The only real weakness is a totally unneces-
sary and meaningless trumpeting in “Abide
With Me,” which ends the record. Trumpet
obbligato is the technical term, but I would
be much obliged if obbligatos were less
obligatory. RB

““The Royal British Legion Band” (Con-
ducted by Peter Civil) (Starline SRS 5166)

Members of the RBL will need to draw upon
that loyalty which they have in abundance if

e | Stariine

HARRY ‘MORTIMER'S
“WORLD OF “BIG “BRASS BAND

march:swing along

puppet on a string

march: passing of the regiments
overture: 1812

sants hicia

seveniy-six trombones

waliz espana

abide with me

they are to support their band by purchasing
a copy of this disc. It’s not bad at all but
suffers from the natural hazards of a part-
time band. The TAVR bands have the same
problems—*Joe’s sick, Fred’s baby sitting,
George is on night shift” and, worst of all,
“where’s t’b— conductor?” You can tell that
the men are, or have been, good players,
but out of practice and not enough playing
together as a band.

Neither was enough time spent on the
format of the record. It is a mere procession
of tunes associated with the Legion’s annual
festival of remembrance, without logical order
or organised continuity. Even with the simple
addition of canned applause a great muster
parade could have been produced for side
one, with excerpts from imaginary arena
acts and the final homage for side two.

As it is you will have to make do with
Bidgood’s march “The British Legion,”
in which a famous wrong note in the band
parts is perpetuated on disc, a rather in-
secure ‘‘Nimrod,” Alford’s arrangement of
“A Life on the Ocean Wave,” “Jesus Christ
Superstar” (I can see the pensioners chant-
ing away in toothless ecstasy to this), ‘“Royal
Air Force March Past” and “Old Comrades.”

In even worse sequence is side two with
“Parade of the Champions,” “Abide With
Me,” “Heart of Oak,” “Boys of the Old
Brigade,” “The British Grenadiers” and the
piece which should have started the whole
thing, “Fame and Glory.” RB

“Sounds of Military Band Vol 1: Spirit
of England” (Band of the Royal Corps of
Signals) (Director of Music: Major Keith
R R Boulding) (Michael Burchill, Baritone)
(Indigo GOLP 7003)

For many years the Royal Corps of Signals,
or at least its band, was not on my wave-
length. Communications were stretched and
reception not good.

All is now forgiven and for my part I
welcome back to the fold what was always
a potentially great band. What more could
one do for a band that even attempts the
music played here? A feast of English master-
pieces either written or beautifully arranged
for military band and if all is not perfect in
recording or performance it is still a fine
achievement and an imaginative addition to
the catalogue. In these days of many Hooten-
annys and everlasting Latin-American
humidity this breath of clean English air will
come as a welcome tonic to all collectors.

Gustav Holst’s “Moorside March,” two
movements from Gordon Jacob’s “Original
Suite for Band” and “Newcastle Frolic” from
the late Gilbert Vinter’s suite ‘“New Lamps
For Old” are the “easier” pieces in the pro-
gramme. Two fine works by William Walton,
the “Spitfire Prelude and Fugue” and the
1953 Coronation march “Orb and Sceptre,”
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are fiendishly difficult, as is Roger Quilter’s
charming “A Children’s Overture.” The lat-
ter, written for children but far from childlike
in conception, is rightly beloved of all grown-
ups, containing as it does gem-like settings of
our favourite nursery tunes. How all these
things were recorded in two days (we are told
on the sleeve) I cannot imagine. “Orb and
Sceptre” would be a fair half-day’swork.

And as if all this were not enough we have
the fine baritone voice of Michael Burchill in
two of the greatest English songs of this
century, “The Vagabond” by Ralph Vaughan
Williams and John Ireland’s setting of John
Masefield’s “Sea Fever.”

And if even that is not enough there is a
blonde (with the Union Flag covering im-
portant areas of communication) signalling a
nine-lettered message on the front sleeve. My
knowledge of semaphore is not up to a
translation but the message should be “buy,
buy, buy.” RB

COLLECTOR’S SERVICE
& MILITARIA SUPPLIES

WARWICK COUNTY FIRE BRIGADE

THE FIRE SERVICE

offers a worthwhile career to keen, active young man aged 1B-30 years,
and there are vacancies for firemen in the Nuneaton, Rugby and Leamington
areas of the County.
Starting pay at 19 years of age is £34 per week rising to £45 after 5 years

all collectors duplicates, whole
and part collections — Exchan-
ges Welcome. Lists 20p Part Illus-
trated. We are anxious to purchase
any campaign medals. Immediate
Cash.
Write: 7, Fairway Avenue,
BRADFORD, Yorks.
BD7 4JH ENGLAND

MAIL ORDER (higher rates of pay on promotion to other ranks) — Contributory pension

; . scheme giving a two-thirds pension after X0 years service. Free uniform and

Specialist dealers in World Wide trainingl, (}Iub_qnid canteen facilities, with an opportunity to engage In

T recreational activities.
Medals — Airborne andA fPara Call atf any of lhle Izrigad'e's whoée-tlmels:atigns ‘Ilor lurté:er Enfo;matlgrﬁ. or Tall 11in SAVE
t n Bad s irforce write for an application form and complete details to: County Fire cer, ¥

pvly. end “Badoes 3 Fire Brigade Headguarters, Warwick Street, Leamington Spa (Telephone Base 7in. POUNDS
Wings — Canadian Army Badges Leamington Spa 23231). wide only
— British Commonwealth Army £6.75
Badges — U.S. Militaria — World In:ludln*
Wide Police Badges. We purchase pa XAP

BUY YOUR TOURING CARAVAN NOW

AND SAVE MONEY!

We will supply service personnel at advantageous terms

1974 MODELS BY FAMOUS
MANUFACTURERS NOW IN STOCK

MID SURREY CARAVANS Burpham Roundabout, Guildford, Surrey
and Portsmouth Road, Hindhead, Surrey (Tel 5511)

(Tel 65065)

Just send name and
cheque/P.O. to:
HAMPTON CRYSTAL COMPANY,

' 73 Station Road, Hampton,

dress with

Middlesex, TW12 2DX,
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Can you afford to dowithout
a Holt’s bank account? SELF DRIVE CARS

FORCES
Holt’sisthe Services’ branch of Williams & CONCESSION
Glyn’s Bank. In today’s service life, a Holt’s cheque RATES
book is more than just useful. You can’t afford to do
without one.We can also help you with an Access card, FORD

Escorts, Cortinas

personal loans, insurance advice, profitable savings

schemes, automatic bill paying and many other . AUSTIN
Which school foryourchild? | 1451 payims - Minis, 1100s, 1300s, 1800s
Azl < services.
. HILLMAN
To help parents, ISIS have | Avengers, Hunters
published a booklet explain- VOLKSWAGEN

ESTATE CARS—Automatics
VANS—12 Seaters

ing the aims of independent

education and giving details é

of independent schools in NOW-IN. OPERATION AT
R.AF. BRIZE NORTON

Phone: Carterton 325

the North of England and é:
North Wales.

o=

LOW RATES
NO MILEAGE CHARGE

SEND FOR
OUR LATEST BROCHURE

iﬁ(‘ hed 5 Q‘U
R %_’

g/ ik jj;ﬂnr/

EDWARDS of EPSOM

ER & aitEby s 16 HOLT’S —THE SERVICES' BRANCH OF 28-33 UPPER HIGH STREET

Northern Independent WIllIAMS & Elvu,s BA" Yy EPSOM, SURREY
Schools Information a‘

. N - - Cables EDWARDSCAR
?S;ﬂf%(jg‘f&}"gf:t S?r:e‘[ Kirkland House, Whitehall, Phone: 25611 EPSOM
e ot St London SW1A 2EB. Tel:01-930 1701. Taiox 7098

Leaving the Service?

OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR | MINISTRY OF DEFENCE POLICE

Vacancies for Constables exist at establishments in various parts

A vacancy exists within the City office of Tricentrol of the United Kingdom. Starting pay is £1,332, rising to £1,875
International Limited for a capable and experienced per year. Service pensions are not aﬂqﬂed. Opportunities for.hous-
Office Administrator. Whilst the terms of reference ing at some estgb'llshments. }’r_omotmn prospects to !he highest
for the appointment embrace general office routines ll-’atl)llll(:e Opportunities to specialise—CID, Dog Handling, Water
and disciplines, a prime responsibility will be the ' .

monitoring of a world-wide filing system for this ]

international group. IntereSted .

The successful applicant will almost certainly be an Then if you are aged 19 to 49, at least 5' 7" in height and physically
ex-SNCO Secretarial trade in the 40 - 50 age range fit, fill in the coupon below and send it off today, particularly if
who, in addition to possessing all-round administra- you are within six months of leaving the Service.

tive ability, will be capable of dealing with all levels
of management. Salary for the post will be negotiable
and there are first-class fringe benefits.

To: Chief Constable
Ministry of Defence Police
Empress State Building

Please note that this vacancy has to be filled quickly. London SW6 1TR

jfalr GNilind appiicetionlshould e addressed 1. NAME: .oovveeeeres ot fimnasim el DV s S

Mr. C. T. Goodworth,

Manager, Public Affairs Division, AATESS T uvneesseonsntoanmensndelon R e o L e S

Tricentro' Internationa' Limlted' ...............................................................

Kings Road,

Blitwick. o e S

Beds. Please send me full details Agetauin
SR
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GChevrons Club

To make the Chevrons Club more
widely known we have recently
offered mess membership to all
sergeants and corporals messes in
the Army and their equivalents in
the Royal Navy and Royal Air
Forces. These mess memberships
offer the same facilities as the normal
individual membership of 55 pence
for serving non-commissioned
officers. Rates are:

Sgts’ Cpls’
Numbers Messes Messes
0-50 £5.00 £2.50
50-100 £10.00 £5.00
Over 100  £15.00 £10.00
Since I wrote to messes in
November, 55 of them with a

membership of more than 4500
have joined. Some messes may have
overlooked these very advantageous
terms—which is the reason for this
letter.

The Chevrons Club, at 3, 4 and §

Dorset Square, London NWI
(Phone: or1-723 8213), is five
minutes” walk from Baker Street

station and close to Paddington,
Euston, Kings Cross and St Pancras
stations. It was founded in 1918
for the use of warrant officers,
sergeants and full corporals and their
equivalent ranks in the other two
Services. It provides sleeping ac-
commodation, married quarters,
bars, restaurant and public rooms
at most reasonable prices and main-
tains a very high standard. Here
the non-commissioned officers meet
at their own home.

But in these times of inflation it is
becoming increasingly difficult for
charities of this kind to make ends
meet. This is the only club of its
kind in the world which caters solely
and exclusively for senior NCOs.
Without their active support this
very valuable foundation may be
forced to close. With prices of suit-
able buildings at their present level
there would be no hope of ever
being able to restart it.

If senior NCOs wish to have their
own exclusive Service club in
London there is unfortunately no
alternative but that they must
support it. May I therefore request
that those who have not yet taken
advantage of mess membership
should do so and—and without
delay.—Edward Terrell (Chair-
man), Chevrons Club, 3, 4, §
Dorset Square, London NWi.

Prince Imperial

May I take you up on the statement
in your book review (March) of
“The Zulu War 1879 that the
Prince Imperial was Sandhurst-
trained.

The Prince Imperial joined the
Royal Military Academy, Woolwich,

IEN T ERS

on 10 November 1872 and passed
out seventh in the order of merit
in February 1875. His signature,
Napoleon, written on the wall of
his room at ““The Shop™ used to be
protected behind a small glass
frame—1I hope it is still there.
The statue which stood just out-
side the corner of the Woolwich
grounds was unveiled on 13 January
1883 by the Prince of Wales, and
for years the Prince Imperial
Monument was the tram stop for
the Academy. This statue has now
been removed and re-positioned in
the grounds of the RMA, Sandhurst.
—Brig (Retd) D A Pringle,
Bursar, The Duke of York’s
Royal Military School, Dover,
Kent, CT15 sEQ.

Y Quite right, Brigadier. The Prince
Imperial was indeed a graduate of
the Royal Military Academy, Wool-
wich. Although the location of his
quarter is still known, the room today
bears little resemblance to its appear-
ance in 1872-75 and the signature
on the wall has long since disappeared.
It was not until shortly after World
War Two that ““The Shop” and the
Royal Military College, Sandhurst,
combined to become the Royal Military
Academy, Sandhurst.

The other side

Readers may be interested to know
that in reply to my letter (December)
asking about captured British Army
flags or Colours on display in foreign
military museums, I have heard
in reply that the King’s Colour of
the 7th Regiment of Foot, surrend-
ered in 1775 to the American Forces
of Independence, is on display at
the West Point Museum. The King’s
Colour of the 71st Regiment, cap-

tured at Buenos Aires between
1806-07, is still displayed in a
church in that city—Capt D B
Dawson (Retd), Lakeside, Henst-
ing Lane, Fishers Pond,
Eastleigh, Hants, SO5 7HH.

Sandes Homes

Reference the Left, Right and
Centre (March) item on the newly
opened Sandes Soldiers’ and Air-
men’s Home in Hong Kong.

There are two centres near London
—at Pirbright and Guildford—
while the third in England is at
Catterick. There are indeed three
in Singapore, one in Malaysia and
one for the Irish Army in Eire
but there are also two in Northern
Ireland—at Ballykinler and Holy-
wood.—L/Cpl P Armstrong ACC,
att A Company, 1st Battalion,
The Royal Highland Fusiliers,
BFPO 8o1.

It’s a girl, a girl,

a girl!

Sorry to disappoint Corporal Ron
Allen and his wife (Purely Personal,
May) but girl triplets (called Pamela,
Penelope and Pauline if my memory
serves me right) were born in late
1954 at the RAF Hospital, now
BMH Rinteln, to Staff-Sergeant and
Mrs John Noone. They too had
one or two daughters already.
John was serving as a clerk in the
Royal Army Service Corps at
Bielefeld at the time but is now out
of the Army as far as I know.—
Capt ] W Ashcroft RAOC, 4 Pet
Depot RAOC, BFPO 48.

It ain’t half hot . . .

The recent TV series purporting
to be the adventures of a concert
party in the Royal Artillery depot
at Deolali, India, in 1945 reminded
me that 9 April 1974 was the 26th
anniversary of the return to the
United Kingdom of the last British
troops from India.

The last troopship, Empire Wind-
rush, left Bombay on 14 March
1948. On board were the staffs of
the homeward-bound trooping depot
from Deolali and the embarkation
staff from Bombay. There were also
50 soldiers of The South Stafford-
shire Regiment bound for MELF.
The April 1948 SOLDIER re-
ported on the last battalion out of
India. This was 1st Battalion, The
Somerset Light Infantry, which
left Bombay with some ceremony on
28 February 1948 aboard the
Empress of Australia. I often wonder
how many soldiers who served
during the last days of the British
Raj are still in the forces. There must
be many ex-soldiers who remember
Deolali and must have been amused

Pence
to pounds

They used to be a few coppers
each.. . . but these lead soldiers
and other figures by Britain
and other manufacturers, plus
a Lesney coronation coach, a
Timpo model of the Queen in
review order on horseback,
25 Household Cavalry figures
including The Life Guards band,
17 coach attendants, six *’Beef-
eaters” and 23 foot soldiers,
together sold for £45 at an
auction at the Birmingham
salerooms of Weller and Dufty
Ltd.

at the television concert party’s ﬁ

antics.
I do not think Deolali was so hot,

however, that KD shirts were always

drenched in sweat as portrayed.
The cantonment lies 5400 feet above
sea level in the Western Ghats and
was cooled by a breeze from the
Arabian Sea less than 100 miles

away.
Before World War Two the military
hospital at Deolali specialised in
mental treatment, hence “Deolali
Tap.” During the war, because of
its nearness to the embarkation

of Bombay and to the great mfw?:ty
systems of India, it became a large
reinforcement camp. When the war
ended it was the automatic site for
the homeward-bound trooping
depot.

Let us hope there will be more of
these TV shows. The potential
material, as many old soldiers will
no doubt agree, is enormous against
an Indian background.—Capt A
Purvis (Retd), 16 Deepdene
Road, Seaburn, Sunderland.

Workshop freedom

The photo in Left, Right and Centre
(February) of 11 Field Wor

was of special interest to me, but
would point out a slight inaccuracy
in the caption, The workshop was
probably in Minden even -earlier
than 1952 but not as 11 Field
Workshop. 1 was pogted to 10
Armoured Workshop in Minden in
October 1956 as ASM with some
250 to 300 men under me. On I
August 1957 it was re-designated
16 Infantry Workshop but still
retaining its dual static civil and
mobile roles.

Funny that Minden has seen fit
to give the workshop this honour.
In my day half the town was out
of bounds and the locals were
hostile. I notice the tram lines
are missing but the square is still
cobbled.—] Smith, 5§ Artegall
Street, Bankstown, NSW,
Australia, 2200.

COLLECTORS’ CORNER

R J Gooch, 62 Carholme Road,
Lincoln.—Wishes sell 1962-1970 back
issues SOLDIER for £3 plus pp. Complete
except for few gaps (10 mags).
W A Townsend, Westhaven, 7 Well
Lane, Curbridge, Witney, Oxon.—
Wishes purchase medals, books, lists to
43/52 Oxford and Bucks LI. Collectors’
prices paid for single items or groups.
B Taylor, 63 Lansdown Road, Chalfont
St _Peter, Bucks.—Requires original
SAS cloth cap badge, Special Raiding
Squadron or Special Boat Service badges.
William S Mills, 4104 Ingalls Street,
San Diego, California 92103, USA.—
Requires grenade Glengarry badge (pre
1881) 87th (Royal Irish Fusiliers). Will
buy or exchange for PT and CEF or other
badges. ;
R Watson, 126 Millbrook, High
Heworth, Gateshead, NEI0 9XR.—
Wishes purchase photographs of military
vehicles (including tanks) 1939-45
showing divisional signs, arm of service
marks and numbers.
F Lingwood-White, The Gables, 3
Sutton Road, Shrewsbury, SY2 6DE.
—MWishes buy British Army metal and
plastic cap and collar badges and
numerals; also badges, insignia, photo-
graphs, prints, books and any item
c&ceming Royal Welch Fusiliers (23rd
t)

] Moran, Rt |, Box 247, Car| Junction,
MO 64834, USA.—Wishes exchange US
shoulder patches for British- formation
badges and naval capt allies; also US
medals in exchange for British medals.
E Kelk, | Sweechgate Cotts, Broad
Oak, Canterbury, Kent.—Wishes pur-
chase cap badges and large infantry
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cavalry, yeomanry buttons. Some badges
for exchange.

L Matthews, Gay Bowers, Black Pond
Lane, Farnham, Surrey.—Collector of
General Service Medals seeks bars Bomb
and Mine Clearance and North Kurdistan
to complete series.

| Mortenson, North Cascades National
Park, Marblemount, Washington,
98267.—Requires following WW2 cap
badges: Tower Hamlet Rifles, R Ulster
Rifles (title across harp), 8th R lIrish
Hussars (officer's pattern), 4th London
Yeomanry, Staffordshire  Yeomanry
(officer’s pattern KC), Shropshire Yeo-
manry (belt surround, Coldstream
Guards WO's pattern), R Engineers
Militia GVI, Military Provost Staff Corps
GVI. Excellent prices paid or good ex-
changes.

E Bryant, 57 Wennington Road,
Rainham, Essex, RMI3 9th.—Requires
two 2Ist Army Group sheets (/944)
depicting divisions which took part in
last campaign.

W M Grelak, 3 Brindley Bank Road,
Rugeley, Staffs, WSI5 2EY.—Wishes
purchase Polish Forces badges, decora-
tions and other militaria, all periods.

J McNish, 38 Victoria Road, Fallings
Park, Wolverhampton, Staffs.—Back
numbers SOLDIER Jan 64 to date and
military insignia for exchange.

Julian Hill (aged 13), Wyndburgh,
28 Lower Street, Merriott, Somerset,
TAI6 SNL.—Seeks one copy Armies &
Weapons No. | Sep 72.

H van Zon, Medemblikstraat 65, The
Hague, Netherlands.—Requires British
Army Service Vouchers first and second
series (now obsolete), plastic Naafi
tokens, photographs 41 Garrison Camp,
Hook of Holland, aerial leaflets dropped
over Holland and Germany WW2. All
letters answered. Please state price.
Pipe-Maj E Parkinson, 60 Ramsey
Street, Scarborough, Yorkshire.—
Highland dirk wanted, knife and fork pat-
tern if possible. Details and price please.

Sgt D Burrows, UK Air Booking
Centre, BFPO 5.—Large quantities
Commonwealth stamps for exchange on
equal catalogue value basis. Send any

quantity.
D R Robson, 33 College Road, Heb-
burn, Co Durham, NE3l 2LY.—

Wanted, RRF cap badge and red-and-
white hackle. State price, condition.
Lee Thompson, 684 Valley Way, Santa
Clara, California 9505, USA.—Top
prices for foreign military pilot wings or
badges.

Reginald Weston, 84 Lorrain Boule-
vard, Templeton, Co Papineau, Que-
bec, Canada.—Will purchase or trade
Canadian collar and cap badges for
British WW/| brass or Canadian WW2,
especially Scottish regts. Also interested
Highland officer’'s broadsword. Lists
exchgnged on request.

A Whall, 52 Warwick Road, Clacton-
on-Sea, Essex.—For sale, SOLDIER,
unbound, 1962-72. Offers.

Kerry N Jost, 12 Freeman Street,
Woodbridge, New lersey 07095,
USA.—Requires anodised cap badges
to complete collection, particularly
QO Hldrs (and collar badge), RHF, SG
and |G piper’s cap badge, | QDG; also
Seaforth uniforms, kilt, plaids, broaches,
sporrans, bonnets, buttons, collar
badges, dirks, skean dhui, cross and
waist belts; also gramophone records
British Army especially Scottish and
Irish regts.

W G Wood, Rock, Washington,
Pulborough, Sussex, RH20 3BL.—
Requires one R Irish Fus piper's badge
for private collection. State price etc.
S Roberts, 88 Belgrave Road, Wyken,
Coventry, CV2 5BH.—Would ex-
change Lancashire Fusilier Annual 1913
for cap badges TF, TA Vols, Yeo.

R G Smith, 130 Lutterworth Road,
Northampton, NNI 5JL.—Requires
British Indian Army badges 9th R
Deccan Horse, 20th Lancers, 2Ist
KGOH (Central India Horse), Bengal

Lancers, 3rd Cavalry and light horse
formations. State price.
Alf Abel, 249 Kennedys Bush Road,

Halswell, Christchurch 3, New
Zealand.—World medals, badges and
other militaria bought, sold and
exchanged.

COMPETITION

The Ancient Mundavians are quite
easy to understand once you get
the hang of their habit of doing
everything the wrong way round.
Their civil service examinations
in the February Competition 188
(“Top Ten”) were successfully
unravelled by two-thirds of a large
number of competitors. Order of
merit of those who passed the
examination was Annah Barth,
Berth Hash, Carlah Meekh, Dorish
Meadh, Edwinh Filiph, Fayh Rillah,
Gildah Borth, Hannah Gooch,
Ilsah Rush, Jorjh Bush, the order
being determined by the first letter
of the forename and on vowel
order in the surname where al-
ternatives presented themselves.
Those who became civil servants
were therefore Corah Dikh, Fredah
Laskih, Harih Marsh, Brendah
Morrish, Irish Paddih and Coldah
Silvah.

Prizewinners:

1 Mrs P S Ysart, c/o Tpr Ysart,
B Sqgn, 17/21 Lancers, BFPO 33.

2 M G Wheatland, Flat 3, 185
London Road, St Leonards-on-Sea,
Sussex.

3 WOr J F Wood, HQ Veh Org
RAOC, COD Chilwell, Beeston,
Notts.

4 Mrs P Rossiter, c/o Offrs Mess,
7 Sig Regt, BFPO 15.

5 M H Ruffhead, 59 St Helens
Park Road, Hastings, Sussex, TN34

2]].
6 Mrs H Ainscough, 152 Aberfeldy

Iéié:-uae, John Ruskin Street, London
E

7 D Housden, 15 Anncsley Road,
Hucknall, Notts, NG15 7AD.

g8 D O Connor, Springfield Lodge,

Springfield Road,  Camberley,
Surrey.
HOW OBSERVANT ARE YOU?

(see page 19)

The two pictures differ in the follow-
ing respects: 1 Left elbow of spectator
second from left. 2 Batsman’s right
elbow. 3 Windows of hut on left. 4
Last mans score. 5 Left bail. 6
Bottom rung of ladder. 7 Pattern of
flag. 8 Fingers of wicket-keeper’s
right hand. 9 Belt of left spectator.
10 Dog’s tail.

REUNIONS

The Dorset Regiment Association.
Annual reunion and dinner, TAVR
Centre, Poundbury Road, Dorchester,
14 September. Details from Secretary,
The Keep, Dorchester, Dorset.

15 Hvy (Coast) Bty RA OCA; all Far East
Coast Artillery [1924-49; REME[AER
1950-63. Reunion, The Drive Hotel,
Old Town, Eastbourne, 27 July. Hon
Secretary D A Knight, 79 Tyrrell
Avenue, Welling, Kent, DAl6 2BT.

14/28 Fd Regt RAOCA (1, 3, 5 and 57 fd
btys). 8th annual reunion dinher, HQ
RA Sgts Mess, 2000 hrs Saturday,
14 September. Overnight accom-
modation can be arranged. Contact
Secretary, A Dufall, 51 Church Walk,
Devizes, Wilts, SN 10 3AA, for further
details.

The West Yorkshire and Prince of
Wales's Own Regimental Association.—
Annual reunion and White Horse

Ball, Queen Elizabeth Barracks,
Strensall, 7 September. Details from
Secretary, RHQ, Imphal Barracks,
York.

Train fora

NEW PEUGEOT CARS
N.A.T.0. Discounts

Expert Advice

Part Exchanges

Overseas Delivery

H.M. Forces Credit Terms

Full Range of Demonstration Cars

Write for Export File to:
J. Robbins, Export Manager

career at sea
-and enjoy It!

Boys aged 15/15% years, of good
character, may enrol now for an
excellent training for a career at
sea with the Royal and Merchant
Navies.

Limited entries are available for
September 1974 and full enrolment
from May 1975 onwards.

Classes average not more than 20
boys and the curriculum includes
Seamanship, Communications, En-
gineering familiarisation, Technical
Drawing and Science, plus the
basic academic subjects to C.S.E.
standards. All boys are encouraged
to enter for the Duke of Edin-
burgh's Award Scheme.

This residential school, which is in
beautiful surroundings overlooking
the Menai Straits, is recognised as
a Direct Grant Nautical School.

Phone Alton 82222

KERRIDGE
OF ALTON

Peugeot Distributors in U.K.
1-15 BUTTS ROAD, ALTON, HANTS.
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Write for Brochure and application form,
stating date of birth of applicant, to the
Registrar, (Dept. IR3), Indefatigable, Room
22, 14 Water Street, Liverpool L2 8TD. Tel:
. 061-227 3417.

Under the patronage of
H.R.H. The Duke of Edinburgh.

INDEFATIGABLE

EST 1864
PLAS LLANFAIR - LLANFAIR PG.- ANGLESEY




question posed in the diagram below. Three letters are
already given and obviously the figures must be con-
verted to letters by a relationship between figures and letters.
Some column totals are also given to help in arriving at that relation-
ship.
Send your answer on a postcard or by letter, with the “Competition
192” label from this page and your name and address, to:

Editor (Comp 192)
SOLDIER
Clayton Barracks
Aldershot

Hants

GUr1 2BG.

This competition is open to all readers at home and overseas and
closing date is Monday 5 August. The answer and winners’ names
will appear in the October SOLDIER. More than one entry can be
submitted but each must be accompanied by a “Competition 192”
label. Winners will be drawn from correct entries.

WHAT did the bandmaster say to the subaltern? This is the

TOTALS

32+22 [
4 1%, | 729)
- 20 L 1
J ! ‘ 7(3%)
TOTALS 69 52842 5(2%) 3(2%) 10(3%)—2
PRIZES
1 £10
2 £5
3-4 £3

5-6 Three books
7 Royal Signals LP ““Spirit of England’’
8 SOLDIER free for a year
9-10 SOLDIER free for six months

©
OMEGA

SPEEDMASTER
CHRONOGRAPH

FOR ONLY

£10-25

) DEPOSIT

Precision Timing for
The Professionals

To give precision timing under extreme conditions for the man of
action, it's water-resistant case, integral stainless steel bracelet, sweep
second hand and stop watch facility make it ideal for the Professionals
way of life. Each instrument is engraved “Flight qualified by N.A.S.A.
for all manned space missions. The first watch worn on the moon®,

You can own a Speedmaster, for only £10,256 deposit followed by
nine further payments of £10,25 spredti over a period of just under
nine months. Absolutely no extra charge for credit postage and
packing. {Cash price £102.50 inc. V.A.T.)

This free credit facility is available for the purchase of all the Omega
range of watches. You can have the watch you've always wanted right
away. Tick the coupon, clip and return to Prestons Timer Division
today. It's time you had an Omega.

REE CREDIT

Prestons Ltd., 2. Deansgate Bolton, Lancs.
Timer

PRESTONS Division

2, Deansgate, Bolton, Lancs. Tel 25022 and 27035. Telex 63221

L. A R F F B P T 0T F 0 1 0
Please send me my Speedmaster Chronograph

l D | enclose deposit of £10.25

l NAME
l ADDRESS

Please send me the catalogue of Omega watches .
available on free credit from Prestons. .

s|e[7a .
I REGISTERED IN ENGLAND No, 541349 I
8 1 1 3 2 0 B B B B B |
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HUGE DISCOUNTS

OFF
NEW

AUSTIN, M.G. MORRIS
WOLSELEY TRIUMPH
Tax-free export cars or normal home market cars
Top prices for present car in part-exchange

PLUS A LARGE SELECTION OF USED CARS
GUARANTEED FOR 12 MONTHS

Please complete the coupon below

HOUGHTON REGIS
AUTO CENTRE

The Green, Houghton Regis, Beds.
Telephone Dunstable (0582) 62197

'-------------‘

{Make and model of car)
For export to

Name and rank
. Address

. Phone No

or UK. use—.

/T have a part-exchanm_I
Beds

Houghton Regis Auto Centre, Dept.SR, The Green, Houghton Regis,
EE B BN B A Sl R R B T R e R

L
TOURNAMENT

EARLS COURT, LONDON
July 10th to July 27th

First performance 7.30 p.m. 10th July. Then daily at
2.30 p.m. (except Mondays) and 7.30 p.m. No Sunday
performances.

Reserved seats: £1.80p., £1.50p., £1.10p., 80p., 50p.

Parties of 12 or more except Friday evening and
Saturday performances 20p. under full rate (except
£1.80p. seats) and 10p. under full rate on 50p. seats.
Unreserved 35p.

Tickets, Information and Seating from 6th May
Royal Tournament Box Office, Earls Court Exhibi-
tion Building SWS5.

Tel. 01-371 8141 and at principal booking agents.

MAKE THIS A PARTY OUTING

Look at these Savings German
U.K. Military
Price Price
Humber Sceptre 1621.00 | 1127.00
Hunter GL Saloon 1315.00 | 971.00
Avenger GLS Saloon | 1329.00 | 1009.00
" Hunter D/L Estate 1279.00 | 971.00
Avenger 4 Dr Super |1145.00 | 865.00
Avenger GT 1156.00 | 878.00
Hunter D/L Saloon 1127.00 | 856.00
Avenger 4 Dr 1300 1036.00 | 787.00
Super Imp 879.00 | 706.00

car.

EUROCARS

WINKWORTH MOTORS (SOM) LTD.,

ISBN 0 11 720730 6
PAGE 44

[ YOU'VE JOINED “"THE PROFESSIONALS" ‘

SO BUY FROM ""THE PROFESSIONALS"™

HUNTERS -AVENGERS - SCEPTRES- SIMCAS - RAPIERS )

For full details of how to get your new
Chrysler car, fill in the coupon below and
Saving post to us
you ,
e TODAY !
g;g:gg Try us for PRICE -
308.00 SERVICE
280.00
278.00 with our unchanged
271.00 ;
249.00 BACK UP!
173.00

Up to 173'[“0 discount off; Large stocks to draw from;
Up to 4 years to pay; From 10% deposit; Free delivery in
U.K.: Car radios and stereos; Part exchange your present

h PO Box 16, Bridgwater, Som. Tel. B'water 3486

A ——————————

EUROCARS Winkworth Motors (Som) Ltd.

' g

Please send details
NAME .\ o< sy i s b b s AT e S RanK L. et
I ADDrass. . ...cvveinn e ssmosnrssvens s smmn bR

| am interested in
for use, M. ..x ih Jue o S hmhaa s o0 1 dtanctete St i Country



NEW SERIES

“Robert E Lee” (Peter Earle)

In the war between the American
states the South’s armies were
always outnumbered and the North
had overwhelming superiority in
resources, yet the South held out for
four years.

One reason was General Robert
E Lee, an engineer who had made
his name as a reconnaissance officer
in the Mexican campaign of 1847,
his only experience of real warfare
before the Civil War. As commander
of the army of his native Virginia, he
earned the nickname “Granny”” Lee
in the first winter of the war by
preparing carefully for the campaign
to come while his hot-headed
colleagues were calling for action.

He gave them action in mid-1862,
driving out of Virginia the Union
armies which threatened its capital,
Richmond. From then on his
reputation grew through victories
and remained undimmed through
defeat. He was the Southern gentle-
man of legend, cultivated, handsome,
self-confident and full of that magic
which inspired loyalty in troops. He
had military skill and audacity but
was a poor quartermaster, too
gentlemanly towards his subordinate
commanders and failed to insist on
his orders being carried out.

Mr Earle has produced a readable
appraisal, superbly illustrated in
both colour and black-and-white. It
is the first in a new series, “The
Great Commanders,” edited by Lord
Chalfont.

Weidenfeld & Nicolson Ltd, 11 St
John’s Hill, London, SWir 1XA,
£2.95 RLE

PATRIOTIC VERSE

“McGonagall and Tommy Artkins”
(D Phillips)

William McGonagall has the reputa-
tion of having written the worst
verse in the English language, but
with the utmost sincerity and patriot-
ism. Barttles and other military
occasions inspired many of his
works but did nothing to improve
his style. Sample:

“*Twas in the year 1854, and on

the 5th of November

Which Britain will no doubt

remember,

When the Russians plotted to

drive the British Army into
the Sea,

But at the bayonet charge the

British soon made them flee.”

Mr Phillips reproduces the bard’s
military works, with admirable
notes on his subjects; James
Cameron writes an appreciative
foreword and George Robinson’s
illustrations have a kind of period
woodenness which accords well with
the poems.

It all makes good entertainment
for a wet evening. There are even
instructions as to the right colours
if readers want to colour the illustra-
tions, though the shading on most
is too intense for this to be effective.
David Winter & Son Ltd, PO Box
99, 15 Shore Terrace, Dundee, Scot-
land, £1.10 RLE

LASER NEXT?

“The Military Balance 1973-1974”
This is the 15th edition of the hand-
book on military forces produced
each year by the International
Institute of Strategic Studies, but
the first to be published. It is
factual, with force levels and
weaponry by countries and defence
pacts and alignments by areas.

The editors find that the United
States and Soviet Union seem de-
termined to reach the limits of
offensive nuclear weapons set by
their 1972 interim agreement. In
non-strategic forces, qualitative im-
provement is the keynote in both
countries.

Looking ahead, the editors say
that just as precision-guided muni-
tions like “smart” bombs and re-
motely piloted vehicles may change

the

tactical air/land warfare in
later 1970s, so in the 1980s laser
weapons may begin to influence

aerial combat.

An appendix examining the
theatre balance between NATO
and the Warsaw Pact concludes
that numerical changes over the
past few years have been in favour
of the East but NATO has more
than held its own in quality; future
weapons systems may cut into the
Warsaw Pact’s advantage in tank
and aircraft numbers.

Chatto & Windus Ltd, 40-42 William
IV Street, London, WC2N 4DF,
£2.00 RLE

DETAILED ACCOUNT

“Destination Dunkirk: The Story of
Gort’s Army” (Gregory Blaxland)

In a short, revealing preface on how
he set about his work, Major
Blaxland records that war diaries
and reports on the Dunkirk cam-

paign, now to be seen in the Public
Record Office, total 1740 files, some
of them six inches thick.

He found the war diaries, mostly
compiled on return to England,
sketchy and not “looking above
evasion or dispute.” He put more
faith in regimental histories, con-
scientiously compiled and an
essential complement to the war
diaries. In addition, there were
German war diaries, eyewitnesses,
his own memories (for he was there)
and visits to the battlefields.

The purpose of his labours was
a more detailed account than the
official history. He acknowledges
the value of that work but finds
omissions and inaccuracies which
give false impressions. In particular
he thinks the GHQ handling of
affairs was less skilful than the official
history suggests.

One crucial incident he reports in
detail was the adventure of Sergeant
R S Burford, a Territorial of The
Middlesex Regiment, whose patrol
got into a fight with Germans in a
village. When a car came up the
street he emptied his revolver at it
and the car crashed. Sergeant
Burford grabbed a briefcase from
the car and got his patrol, including
a wounded man, back to safety.

The case turned out to be that of
a German liaison officer and to hold
valuable documents, including the
next German objectives. With its
help, General Lord Gort decided
to cancel an unpromising attack on
Cambrai and to switch the sth
Division to the known objective of
three German divisions. Without
this switch, says the author, it is
hard to see how the British Ex-
peditionary Force could have been
saved from annihilation.
William Kimber & Co Luid,

-Godolphin House, 22a Queen Anne’s

Gate, London, SW1H 9AE, £5.95
RLE

WORLD WAR ONE
DIARY

“From Ypres to Cambrai” (Frank
Hawkings)

The diaries of World War One
are still coming and Arthur Taylor,
Mr Hawkings’s editor, has no doubt
why. He sees World War One as
“the greatest traumatic experience
of British society in this century.”
By contrast, he thinks World War
Two left fewer scars because it was
succeeded by two decades of pros-
perity and social welfare.

Mr Taylor has made a thorough
and readable job of adding notes and
commentary to the fairly slender
diaries of a young man who lied
his way into the Army at 16, fought
in the ranks of the Queen Victoria
Rifles and was later commissioned
into the Royal Naval Division.
He seems to have been a level-
headed observer and he grew to
appreciate the professionalism the
Army had achieved by 1918.
Elmfield Press, Ebnfield Road,
Morley, Leeds, LS§27 oNN, £3-l§?_.E

TRYING TIME

“The English Civil War” (Brigadier
Peter Young and Richard Holmes)
The myths that Cromwell was a
brilliant and successful soldier from
the first day he took up the sword
and that Prince Rupert was a swash-
buckler whose lack of ability ruined
the king’s cause, are both exploded
in this latest study of the three
English civil wars between 1642 and
1651.

The authors are careful to high-

light the complex constitutional,
religious and economic factors in-
volved. These were not straight-
forward class or even regional
conflicts but like most civil wars
divided every stratum of society in
an unpredictable way.

Although it was a trying time for
the nation it was a period that saw
the birth of the British Army and the
development of its tactics, the
increasing use of the cavalry charge
as a shock weapon and improved
mobility of the artillery. The
infantry, of course, fought mainly
with musket and pike.

This fine little book has lots of
maps, simple and clear, and some
interesting observations on the com-
mand structure of the armies as well
as a useful glossary to explain the
outdated military terms. The biblio-
graphy is especially impressive.
Eyre Methuen Ltd, 11 New Ferter
Lane, London, EC4P 4EE, hardback

£6.25, paperback £2.50 AWH
HOLLOW VICTORY ?
“Finale at Flensburg” (Charles
Whiting)

The hundreds of thousands of
British soldiers who had slogged the
hard bitter road back from Dunkirk
on the Channel coast in 1940 to the

ALE T
FLEASRI

victory at Lubeck on the Baltic five
years later found their victory a
hollow one, writes Mr Whiting.
Their years of sacrifice had been for
nothing.

This is a sweeping and provocative
judgement but one cannot deny that
the Iron Curtain came down, as
Churchill said it would, along the
frontier of East and West. Had the
Anglo-American armies taken Berlin,
had they advanced to the Oder, they
would still have had to pull back to
a line already drawn. And would
such a prestige advance have been
worth the 100,000 men Bradley
thought it would cost?

Political aspects apart, Mr Whiting
has written an interesting account of
the Third Reich’s death throes.
Particularly valuable are his stories
of the Wehrmacht’s disintegration—
the naval mutinies, the defiant acts
of German garrisons besieged for
instance in Dunkirk and the Channel
Islands, the Germans who lived on
sawdust bread at Lorient, the mutiny
of an 8oo-strong battalion of Russians
in Hitler’s service on the island of
Texel. These Russians, men with
nothing to lose, fought on for three
weeks after the surrender.

Lee Cooper Lid, 196 Shaftesbury
Avenue, London, WC2H 8L, £2.75
JCW
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There are

excellent
opportunities

for.
rvicemen

in the
Northern
Ireland
Prison Service

Not least of which is the pay. Basic
weekly pay for an unestablished
officer on joining is at present
£29.50 rising to £32.50, but after
training many officers find that

even in their first year, overtime

and the value of allowances make
the job worth at least £560 per week.

X~

Here's what you get on joining

Training at our officers’ training school
Free accommodation or rent allowance
Free uniform or allowance

18 days annual leave allowance plus

9 public and privilege holidays
Opportunity for those under 44% to
obtain promotion to permanent staff

b ; where basic pay is at present

£36.38 per week.

* k%

Special opportunities exist for people with
CLERICAL, NURSING, CATERING,
i PHYSICAL TRAINING and TRADES experience.

If you are in good health, between 21 and
55, 5’6" or over, fill in and post the
coupon below. We will send you
further information on today's
opportunities in the Northern
Ireland Prison Service.

EEEEEEEEOR
TO Prison Staffing Officer, Northern Ireland Office,

Dundonald House, Upper Newtownards Rd. BELFAST BT43SU
Please send me without obligation an application form and further
datails about life as & Prison Officer

Name

Address

(Block Capitals Please)

SOL.

*NORTHERN IRELAND PRISON S[HVIE[
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. potential saviour.

SEPOY REVOLT

“The British at War:
Mutiny” ( John Harris)
The cause of what the British call the
Indian Mutiny and the Indians the
War of Independence was neither
the new Enfield rifle’s cartridges, the
East India Company’s greed, the
annexation of the Oudh, increased
tolls and taxes, British defeats in the
Afghan War nor a conspiracy of
ambitious Indian princes. These
all played a part but the vital cause
was the intolerant attitudes of mis-
sionaries! Fanatical in their zeal,
they achieved abolition of suttee
(widow burning), infanticide and
thuggism and sought the end of the
caste system and the introduction
of Christianity.

Fear for their religion led the
sepoys into revolt. The British
seemed stunned as it spread and with
ruthless energy began a campaign
of suppression. The cost was enor-
mous: £40,000,000, 2000 killed in
action, nearly 9ooo dead from
disease. But at least some lessons
were learned. The East India
Company came to an abrupt end,
annexations stopped, the princes
were subsidised and missionary
activities were curbed.

Although the atrocity stories were
grossly exaggerated by rumour and
the British reprisals totally without
mercy, there can be no doubt that
the “Devil’s Wind” of 1857 was the
first crack in the British Empire.

Another successful addition to the
“British at War™ series, edited by
Ludovic Kennedy, this contribu-
tion is well-written and clear with
many original photographs.
Hart-Davis, MacGibbon, 3 Upper

The Indian

Fames Street, Golden Square, London,

WIR 4BP, £2.65 AWH

CIVIL CONFLICT

“The British at War: The Wars of
the Roses” (Hubert Cole)
More than anything else, loss of
territory in France led to the Wars
of the Roses in the late 15th century.
The baronage, deprived of the
search for loot and glory abroad,
turned to intrigue at home. Great
family alliances emerged and these
contained the seeds of civil war.

With discredited government led
by a king subject to fits of madness,
more and more people looked to
Richard, Duke of York, as a
The birth of a
son to Henry VI and Margaret of
Anjou increased his desire to be
regent and he was forced to kill the
Duke of Somerset in battle at St
Albans in 1455.

Four years later fighting broke
out again and, although intermittent

BIOIOTKS

continued

and often localised, it lasted till 1471.
York himself was killed at Wake-
field in 1460, the Lancastrians were
smashed at Towton in 1461, Warwick
the “Kingmaker” was killed at
Barnet in 1471 and in the same year
the last Lancastrian force was de-
feated at Tewkesbury.

The late 15th century is one of the
most difficult periods in English
history. Great conflicts were waged,
not for political ideology but for
personal gain, and the country was
brought dangerously near to com-
plete ruin. The author must there-
fore be congratulated on his clear
analysis and objective judgement.
There are interesting accounts on
tactics and weapons and many
excellent maps and illustrations.
Hart-Davis, MacGibbon, 3 Upper
James Street, Golden Square, London,
W1R 4BP, £2.65 AWH

TRAIN TRAINING

“The Longmoor Military Railway”
(D W Ronald and R ¥ Carter)

Remember that superb film
“Bhowani Junction”? Or “The
Great St Trinian’s Train Robbery”’?
Or “The Inn of the Sixth Hap-
piness”? All had railway scenes in
them shot at the Longmoor Military
Railway, that home-from-home for
thousands of military railwaymen.

The
Longmoor
Military Railway

D. W. RONALD
& R. |. CARTER

Write for

sample and
brochure to
MILLSHORE DESIGNS LTD

364, High Road, Willesden, London, NW 10 2EA




“Bhowani Junction” required lots
of sun-tanned extras in khaki drill—
admirably provided by 10 Railway
Squadron fortuitously just returned
from the Canal Zone.

Film-makers, it seems, often
turned to Longmoor for a rail
crash or a railway scene. This side
of Longmoor life is recalled in one
of the lighter chapters of this
excellent memoir of the British
Army’s own railway.

The authors are both serving
officers. Major Ronald commands
79 Railway Squadron in Germany
and Major Carter is with 17 Port
Regiment. They have done a real
service to the histories of the
Royal Engineers and Royal Corps of
Transport by rescuing many facts
and photographs, some published
for the first time, that would other-
wise have been forgotten and lost
forever. Longmoor was the world’s
largest and most extensively equip-
ped training railway. From small
beginnings before and during World
War One it grew in size and im-
portance, training untold thousands
of soldier-railmen, both Regulars
and reservists.

This lively book gives a valuable
insight into what went on at Long-
moor and also meets the fastidious
demands of railway enthusiasts
with precise details of stock, layout
and operating methods.

The LMR is alas no more but
this book will long stand as a tribute
to the men who passed along its
tracks. To the authors, they will
say “Thanks for the memory.”
And those who fell in love with
Longmoor’s locomotives will be
delighted to learn that 2-10-0 No 600
“Gordon” escaped the scrapyard.
She is preserved at the Severn
Valley Railway.

David & Charles (Holdings) Lid,
South Devon House, Newton Abbot,
Devon, £4.75 JCW

BEYOND THE ROADS

“Tales of the Mountain Gunners”
(C H T MacFetridge and ¥ P
Warren)
“They sends us along where the
roads are, but mostly we goes where
they ain’t,” wrote Kipling in “Screw-
guns,” thus summing up the main
difference between mountain artil-
lery and the rest. Its batteries were
most at home in the mountains of
the North-West Frontier but proved
their worth wherever the roads ran
out, not least in the Burma jungle
campaigns of World War Two.
They came in two sorts in British
India—Indian batteries with British
officers; British batteries with British
officers and gunners and Indian mule
drivers. The British kind disap-
peared in 1938 and though three
British mountain regiments were
raised in World War Two they did
not get as far east as India and the
editors dismiss them in a few lines.
Over the years the mountain
gunners carried their guns on any-
thing from elephants and camels to
human coolies, but the mainstay
was the mule and this anthology
erupts with mule-praise every now
and again. Even zebrules (half

zebra, half donkey) were tried, but
unsuccessfully.

The mountain gunners were a
tough lot. Marches of 600 or 700
miles, with training on the way,
were routine. The officers did not
mount their horses on the line of
march but trudged with their men
and mules.

This is a leisurely, enjoyable,
higgledy-piggledy heap of nostalgia.
William Blackwood & Sons Lid,
32 Thistle Street, Edinburgh, EH2
HA, £5.50 RLE

IINIBRIEH

“The German Army of Today 1943”
(Wilhelm Necker)
This informative little book, a
straight reprint of the original
edition, was intended as a guide for
the allied soldier of World War Two.
It discusses the strengths and weak-
nesses of the German Army, its
equipment, vehicles and uniforms.
The SS and the Luftwaffe are of
course included. Infantry, tank,
supply, transport, signal and admin-
istration units are all described and
discussed. Herr Neckar, a German
in British service, achieved at the
time a remarkable degree of accuracy.
He is on less sure ground when
discussing tactics but was not the
only one whom the Germans
surprised. The book’s value today
lies in the fact that this was what
allied troops were led to expect.
EP Publishing Ltd, Bradford Road,
East Ardsley, Wakefield, Yorkshire,
WF3 29N, £2.75

““The Military and American Society’
(Editors, Stephen E Ambrose , and
Fames Alden Barber r)
Authors of this collection of 23
pieces include the late President
Eisenhower, other generals, aca-
demics and journalists. Subjects
include the military-industrial com-
plex, foreign policy, race relations,
social effects of military service, the
draft, civil disorder and ecology.
In conclusion, Mr Barber finds
the traditional American suspicion
of the military stronger than ever.
No less than society itself, the
military services desperately need a
respite to heal their “psychic
wounds” and restore their profes-
sionalism.
Cassell & Co Ltd, 35 Red Lion
Square, London, WCIR 4SG, £1.50

“Uniformation 11: Prussian Land-
wehr 1813-15" (Keith Owver)
“Uniformation 12: French Imperial
Guard Infantry 1815 (Keith Over)
The dress of the infantry regiments
of Napoleon’s Imperial Guard dur-
ing the Waterloo campaign and that
of the Landwehr units raised by
Prussia in 1813 and worn at Water-
loo are the subjects of the two latest
Uniformation sheets of historical
uniforms.

Bivouac Books Ltd, 25 Earl Street,
London EC2, 75p each

P——————n

Going Overseas?

Take a new Triumph or Rover with you !

We have very special terms for Servicemen so phone now—Ottershaw 2561/2
or fill in this coupon and send for full details to: TRIDENT GARAGES LTD.
Guildford Road, Ottershaw, Nr. Woking, Surrey.

NAME 4 ADDRESS

Building houses
tomake homesin

Now is the time to invest in your new home and
maintain the standard of life to which you have

become accustomed.

BARRATT offer HOUSES and BUNGALQWS
of outstanding value in Yorkshire. Delightful
landscaped developments at:

All Barratt properties
include central heating,
choice of coloured bathroom
suite and excellent quality
fitments throughout.

Most have garages.

SHOW HOUSES OPEN

EVERY DAY

NOTE: For Army
Personnel, specially
advantageous terms can
be arranged.

£60 SECURES

AMPLE MORTGAGE FUNDS: EARLY COMPLETIONS.

HAXBY
close to historic.York —
choose from 2 & 3 Bed-
roomed Detached
BUNGALOWS at
Headland Lane — from
£7,995 or the excellent
range of 3 & 4 Bedroomed
DETACHED HOUSES at
Holly Tree Meadows
from £10,895.

STAMFORD BRIDGE
Detached BUNGALOWS
and 3 & 4 Bedroomed
detached HOUSES at
Low Catton Road

from £9,935.

EASINGWOLD
‘The Nurseries’ — a
development of Detached
BUNGALOWS and 3 & 4
Bedroomed detached
HOUSES only just being
commenced. Fuller details
and prices later.

WETHERBY
Partridge Wood Hill — a
much sought after
residential area. 3 and 4
Bedroomed Detached
HOUSES of superior design
from £12,895.

FIXED PRICE
AGREEMENT

For further information, write or ‘phone
® either Mr. Bramley or Mr. Scott at

Barratt Developments Ltd.

_ Richmond House
Milltield Lane Poppleton York

Telephone 793222
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HUMOUR

“You can cut out that militant attitude!”
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SALISBURY HOUSE BOARDING SCHOOL
for Junior Boys and Girls

Excellent boarding facilities for Boys and Girls, aged 6 to
11 years, for the moderate fee of £105 per term, combined
with first class State Education.

Parents in H.M. Forces eligible for Service Education
Allowance.

Parents have the fullest assurance that their children will
receive sympathetic understanding, every possible care and
a stable and continuous education.

Prospectus from: The Bursar,
Road, Liverpool L16 0JD.

Salisbury House, Woolton

Morcott Hall ﬁ-

B:’arding School for Girls

e d O 00 0 ‘I : O O (e
0 00 0 e ab 0 O
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A unique collection of
regimental badges,
fa:thfully reproduced
in miniature and
mounted in a stiff
backed album, complete
with a full colour booklet
giving a resume of
famous regiments.
Limited stocks of this
collector’s item are
available at £2.95 each,
including postage and
packing, from the
address below

*for every copy
sold through
‘Soldier’ 10%
will be donated
to the Army
Benevolent

| Fund

Hampton Court Militaria, 145 Beauchamp Road, W. Molesey, Surrey )

Get a German car-tax free!

Left to right: Ascona, Manta, Commodore, Rekord, Kadett.

Opel manufacture a unique range of cars -and offer a wide range of
models at special tax-free prices to British servicemen being posted abroad.
That means considerable savings on 18 different saloons, coupés and

SEND FOR FULL DETAILS NOW!

Please send me full details of UK Forces export terms for the Opel Kadett/
Ascona/Manta/Rekord/Commodore. (Please delete where applicable).

l____~_____—____;____ jl
|
|
I
I
I
|
|
|

estates: for an idea of just how much you can save, take a look at these prices!

Recommended UK price incl. Car Tax and VAT UK Forces price Savings

Kadett 1200 2-door Saloon £1284-61 £1078 £206:61 Rank

Ascona 1600 De Luxe £1655-23 £1389 £260:23

Manta 1600 De Luxe Coupé £1792-26 £1504 £288-26 Present address

Rekord 1900 De Luxe £2017-49 £1693 £324-49

Commodore GS/2-8 Saloon £2901-71 £2435 £466:71 B g ) |

Commodore GS/2-8 Coupé £3010-15 £2526 £484-15 (Block Capitals)

Cars illustrated (left to right) Ascona 1-9SR £1480. Manta Berlinetta £1671, Commodore (GS/2-8 Coupé £2526
Rekord De Luxe £1693. Kadett Coupé £1287. (Prices correct as at 7 March 1974.)

If you are already stationed overseas, ask for details of our delivery
scheme for servicemen.

Opel Cars, General Motors Limited,

Vehicle Division, PO Box 63, DPEL

Carlisle Rd, Kingsbury, London NW9 0EH. Gonncnumdhbut
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An NCOs’ cadre training exercise finds this Anghan on the alert in the Cyprus hills.

Top: Still on the move—a Carl Gustav crew dashes to a new position on the ranges.

Right: Lieut-Col Thorne is cheered home after the inter-company Dhekelia Dash road race.
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oldiering with 1st Battalion, The Royal

Anglian Regiment, in the last few

years has brought as broad a contrast

of roles and postings as could be hoped for
by any infanteer of the “Professionals.”

Londonderry, the once attractive Northern
Ireland city now scarred by the ravages of
terrorism, was home to the battalion for 20
months until the spring of 1972. The
Anglians faced some of the bitterest times
Londonderry has seen in the present conflict.

So it was something of a relief to the
battalion to learn that its next assignment
was a two-year posting to Cyprus. As this
drew to a close, the Anglians discovered yet
another contrast facing them as their next
duty. For they have now returned to the
United Kingdom with the role of Britain’s
infantry element in NATO’s Allied Com-
mand Europe (ACE) Mobile Force (Land)
committed to quick reaction defence of the
alliance’s flanks.

In Cyprus the Anglians proved their
ability to cover ground fast by taking the
coveted silver boot trophy as winners of the
annual Cyprus “Walk-About.”

At work, the battalion’s task had changed
from the internal security role in Northern
Ireland to that of guardians of the sovereign
base areas. This meant splitting the battalion
to cover the two areas which are separated
by some 75 miles.

After more than a year and a half as
pcacekeepers, there were normal infantry
skills to be caught up on in training. The
battalion’s commanding officer, Lieutenant-
Colonel D C Thorne, lost no time in taking
advantage of the facilities Cyprus offers the
soldier. As he said, “The good thing about
Cyprus first and foremost is the sunshine and
the opportunity—apart from static duties—
to train with other units on exercise on the




island. Also, there’s a chance to achieve
quite a lot of re-training. The training areas
are good and particularly varied, from
rugged and rocky to heavily wooded and
then relatively flat and open.”

The battalion has made good use of the
island’s shooting ranges and SOLDIER’s
visit coincided with the battalion’s skill-at-
arms meeting which included firing the Carl
Gustav anti-tank weapon using the sub-
calibre training round to hit the targets.

The mountainous Cyprus hinterland top-
ped by Olympus was used for survival
training and would-be skiers exchanged the
warmth of the lowlands for the snowy slopes
to perfect a skill that will come in useful in
Norway with ACE Mobile Force. Eight men
have become ski instructors.

The problems of operating on NATO’s
chilly northern flank have been closely
studied by a group of officers and senior
ranks who visited The Royal Scots they
would be relieving. During an exercise in
Norway the newcomers gleaned valuable
information first hand about snow conditions
and specialist requirements like the tracked
over-snow vehicles.

Colonel Thorne makes no secret of his
firm belief in living up to the tag of
“Professional” and attacks his peacetime
role and training with the ferocity he would
turn on an enemy in war. “I reckon the boys
have survived it well—in one month alone,
22 signed on for a further tour.”

Summing up his attitude to the roving life
of his battalion in recent years he said:
“What could be better? It certainly appeals
to the professional soldier to go through
three contrasting tours of duty.”

The barren Cyprus hills form a backdrop to the battalion skill-at-arms meeting.
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