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* SOLDIER HUMOUR 
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CHN YOU DRBW? 
Con you see the funny side of 

the Army? 
SOLDIER welcomes cartoons 

from i t s  reoders and pays for 011 
those published. 

Drawings should be in  b/qck 
ink on white paper. Shoding 
should be kept to o minimum. 
Mostatawings are better with- 
out ony. 

One tip: Don’t’waste time 
about trying Guords’ to think beorskinr. 01 more jokes Thot 

ideo has been flogged to death. 
Try some of the less familiar 

aspects of thb Army. It‘s full of 
humour-here you least sus- 
pect it. 



I T W O  F A M O U S  S T O R I E S  O F  T H E  N A P O L E O N I C  C A M P A I G N S  N O W  B E C O M E  BIG-BUDGET FILMS 

THE GREAT  GUN^"-*- 
8, ba l o l ~  lirhrr, a of termrWa ie Malaya came into its muale: "And bur mouths 
pemkdom d UBC d (k Muw AI'IRY'B Irapa-harg bowbun, shall show forth Thy praiae." It 
wlut a tk. L tk k.L they WOUU be to tk mxulty f a c a l  has been snatched from decora- 

In his n o d  of tbc l?cninsdar War, "The Gun:' C. S. Forcater tive duty at mnc castle to play 
h l o p  With great skill a ro-ly romparable Situation. His story a put a@sI the Fmnch, and M 

abaadaned By retr- Spanish is now being filmed under the 
title 'The Bide and the Psssion." a Wocld War One commander. hoop when it overturns ' on a 

#or his novels abed naval war, qumt fopst) Bis chew tocol mea rescue it, and to it 
fare, particulariy xbs HWa: e r 1 2  to flimb P fmua%t1~$ rally armed peame, inspired by 
blpwer set& but 'The Gun " dbmnfit a Freneh , &a$sim, or its presence to resist thc invaders. 
published in 1933, is sot his ody - painfay Bn or Thw they are called away across 
novel about knd fighphg. '%e tndbbsk ta 8oms raldicrly tha mmntains, and have to leave 
General," one of his eat@€ @my* the thra-ton weapon bcbind, 
books is a study ( ~ n n a t i m  ~hoaoatlapiaclofme~ud' FN WO years, up,gun 
eaid to have bmi inspire4 b i s a  saatodwnate M-patmda hiddco, then it eomea mto pw- 
FidQMprsBd Led Xllenbyi & + D %tin h m r i i  rwnd -U of a guerilla bmdd. A 

I 
C. S. Forester is bast kwwa nAaMB*s i h a &  hrs €re- mountain road. 

British warship supplies it with 
pavrdn and shot. Guerilla 
leaders fight among themselves 
for possession of the weapon. 

French forts are reduced. A 
French column is destroyed. A 
tijwn is liberated. Men keep 
flocking to thc gun, until it is 
marching 'm the middle of an 
army. At last, Iiowver, the gun 
meets its match in the s h e  of a 
fortress where the French have 
well-handled 18-pounders of 
their own. It is irreparably dam- 
agd ,  and its army melts away. 

The story is one which will 
strike a chord in any Gunner d o  
has ever felt 8tTrktim for a 
25-pounder. 
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"'Hurrah!" shouted Prinsc Andnw, and . . . he ran forward with full 
confidence that the whole bottalien wwld follow him.”--TolHoy. A scene 
ot the Battle of Austerlitx. Prince Andrew is played by Me1 F a m .  

i 
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WAR AND PEACE cmt’d. 

. edition in English runs to 1700- 
odd pages, including the trans- 
lator’s notes. “War and Peace” 
has so many characters that most 
editions include a list of the 

. 

principals, sometimes loose so 
that it can be kept handy to 
enable the reader to refresh his 
memory about who is who. (The 
film has 60 speaking parts.) 

The novel took five years to 
write and appeared in six 
volumes, between 1867 and 1869. 
It links the fortunes of four 
noble Russian families in the 

3 

years 1805 to 1812, and includes 
descriptions of the Battles of 
Austerlitz and Borodiio, in 
which Napoleon trounced the 
Russians, and of the French re- 
treat from Moscow. 

Tolstoy, member of an aristo- 
cratic family, became a cadet in 
the Tsar’s army in the Caucasus, 
where the Russian Empire was 
extending its frontiers in pro- 
longed border campaigns. He 
was awarded a gallantry decora- 
tion but turned up late for the 
investiture parade and was c lap  
p d  in the guardroom instead of 
receiving the medal. 

In the Crimea he commanded 
a battery of guns against the 
Allies during the siege of Sevasto- 
pot and wrote a series of sketches 
of life in the beleaguered city. 
Thev were Dublished in a mam- 
zin; and made such an imp&- 
sion in St. Pctersburg that the 
Tsar is said to have ordered that 
Lieutenant Tolstoy should not be 
exposed to danger. The war over, 
Tolstoy left the Army and settled 
down to writing and to life in the 
country. He freed his- serfs at a 
time when that was a very un- 
fashionable action for one of his 

H~A.,~ h,?. N ~ ~ I ~ , ,  in ,va, class, and was excommunicated 
and Peace. AudW nnbum, by the Russian Orthodox Church 
Hcnw Fade, John Mills a d  Oscar for his religious views. He died in 
Hornalto we alw among the rhn. 1910 at the age of 82. 

into a series of “crash acbiom” It was quite a contrast to 
tbc& asod Stab2ly entry into baffle. 

So it is amrooriate that their successors of 12 (Minded Field 

. 

is on (111 the point 

Battery, Royd Artillery, should 
:elebrate Minden Day, or part of 
it, with a series of “crash actions,” 
in a competition known to all 
Field Gunners as the >Alarm 
Stakes. 

Alarm Stakes are no pecu- 
liarity of 12 Battery. Any Battery 
with caw to show off its 
prowess, or test it, or to let off 
lome high spirits, may stage this 

event, and there are variations on 
the theme. 

In 12 Battery. the contestants 
are the gun detachments, each 
led independently by its Number 
One. the sergeant. When the 
event starts, each detachment is 
(theoretically) asleep. The men 
have taken off some of their 
clothing and are lying on the 

Pit up d assemble: The wcond stage of the Alarm % a k a  
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Congratulations.. . 
Birthdays.. . Get Well . .-- . ,%ssagar . . . Bon Voyage, ' etc. It is sa easy ta  have 

fwh,  umravelladflomn. 
the perfect gift. delivered when and 

where y w  wiah at hame or abrcud 
' thmugh members of Interflora 

r HN. N.AAf.1. Fwsa w)tscn Can OrdW 01 W c d m  Club 

I 'I 
The world- wide FLOWER RELAY SERVICE 

" Orderlyr' 

Orderly minds need orderly 
reading and the Forms Book- 
shop is where you'll get all the 
reading matter you want; the 
latest newspapers, magazines, 
periodicals and books. 

In 1951 they arc in the CaDpl 
Zone, awaitin# the arrival of 
wives and children tbey have not 
seen Eggpdian for utronMcs" 18 montba. fnak  but out tbe 

and the troopship is 0 r d d . t a  

JOIDAN 
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If you are not near a Forces 
Bookshop the S.C.B.D. will 

supply you direct as an individual or unit. 
Write TODAY io the address below. 

SERVICES CENTRAL BOOK DEPOT 
(W. H. Smlth L Son. Ltd.) 

0 5 d 2 0 1  P E N T O N V I L L E  R O A D ,  L O N D O N .  N . i  
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