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Stephen
signs ‘em
up by the

Former printer’s apprentice Pte Stephen Lynch .

.. joining the Dukes was his best decision

Duke’s one-man
recruiting drive

PRIVATE Stephen Lynch (18)
recognised a good thing when
he saw it. Sign up a mate and
make yourself £250, said the
Armed Forces Minister.

So the enterprising young
soldier talked TWELVE of his
friends into joining the Army.
They will soon be serving
alongside him in the 1st Battal-
ion, The Duke of Wellington’'s
Regiment, stationed at Weeton
Barracks near Blackpool.

All 12 are well into their ini-
tial training, and Stephen, who
enlisted just over seven months
ago, looks set to make a tidy
profit. His gain will not be
entirely financial, however,
because he also stands to win
weeks of extra leave for his
one-man recruiting drive.,

Four of the 12 were signed

up under the MoD’s Satisfied
Soldier bounty card scheme,
worth £1,000 in all to Pte
Lynch. The other eight were
recruited under the regiment’s
own “red card” incentive, for
which he receives a long week-
end when the potential recruit
completes Phase 2 training,
and a full week when he joins
the regiment.

HOLIDAY

That adds up to a lot of time
off. .. and it might be a bit of a
squeeze for Pte Lynch to fit it
all in. With a six-week deploy-
ment in Belize behind him, a
current one to Gibraltar and
the prospect of an exercise in
Canada, the young DWR sol-
dier has a busy schedule.

“Before | enlisted | was a

printer's apprentice,” said Pte
Lynch. “But | soon got bored
and decided | needed a job that
offered a career, excitement,
travel and fulfilment.”

The Dukes provided it. After
basic training at Army Training
Regiment Glencorse, Stephen
went to the Infantry Training
Centre at Catterick, where he
passed out as the most
improved student on the
course.

Pte Lynch, who comes from
Halifax and had cricket trials
for Yorkshire before enlisting,
“got the bug” when he spent a
few days in the town’s Army
recruiting office. “Joining the
Dukes was the best decision |
ever made,” he said.

His four younger brothers
know what to expect...

J

Airborne battalion
more men

promised

AS CHANGES to enhance the Army’s capability
to deploy rapidly were announced, The Para-
chute Regiment was boosted by news that two
of its battalions are to be enlarged.

And in a further endorsement of the impor-
tance of airborne forces, the élite Pathfinder
recce platoon has been formally added to the
order of battle. More details appear in Page 5.

Other developments that affect the Regular

Army include the publication of a personnel
strategy document based on deliberations fol-
lowing the report of the Bett Independent Review
into pay and conditions of service (see Pages 7 and
10-11); and the creation of a privately financed
Army Foundation College for school leavers.
And Gurkha soldiers serving in the United King-
dom will be allowed accompanied service under a
comprehensive new welfare package (see Page 11).
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land.

They were commemorating the Battle of Meea-

History in the making: Capt lan Strong (left) pre-
sents oakleaves to LCpl lan Woods (centre) and
Pte Chris Thorpe as soldiers of the 1st Battalion,
The Cheshire Regiment honour a 250-year-old tra-
dition at their base in Londonderry, Northern Ire-

nee by parading the regimental Colours and wear-
ing two oakleaves beside their cap badge.

King George Il first presented the oakleaf to the
regiment in 1743 at the Battle of Dettingen, but its
soldiers wear the oakleaves only in the presence
of royalty and to mark the Battle of Meeanee,
fought in India in 1843.

Paras will benefit
from rapid switch

TWO Parachute Regiment
battalions, the 1st and 2nd, are
to be beefed up as the Army
moves towards an even greater
capability for rapid worldwide
deployment.

Under changes announced
by Defence Secretary Michael
Portillo, the strengths of the
two bartalions, roled to the
Joint Rapid Deployment Force
(JRDE), will be increased by
60 posts. The under-manned
Paras are currently enhanced
by Gurkha Reinforcement
Companies, a measure which
will end in three years’ time.

When the changes are com-
plete in 2000, the 1st and 2nd
Bartalions will have manning
levels of around 700 instead of
their current 636.

In a further boost of airborne

assets, the Pathfinders — 5 Air-
borne Brigade’s reconnais-
sance platoon — will be formally
established on April 1 with a
strength of 40 soldiers. Until
now it has existed as a “phan-
tom” unit.

Overall, 600 posts will be
shed from the Regular Army
establishment of 104,000,
mainly by transferring a Royal
Artillery Multiple-Launch
Rocket System (MLRS) regi-
ment, as yet unidentified, to
the Territorial Army.

The three MLRS units are 5,
32 and 39 Regiments RA.

While manning levels of two
MLRS regiments will be
boosted by 100 posts each —
enabling them to deploy with-
out reinforcement — the third
regiment, not required for

short-notice operations, will be
transferred to the Territorials
to replace one of two FH-70
155mm-equipped howitzer
regiments. It would be expect-
ed to deploy only in a major
conflict.

With artillery support still
required in operations such as
Bosnia, but not on the scale
demanded by major conflict,
guns of the fourth batteries of
the Regular Army’s two UK-
based AS90 regiments are to
be placed in storage.

Day-to-day strength of the
Territorial Army is to fall by
3,000 to 54,000.

Mr Portillo said that it had
been decided to shift the bal-
ance of investment in the Army
further towards units kept at
higher operational readiness.

(4 bl
A summary of Defence
topics from Westminster

Tri-Service

pay agency
to be set up

PAY, pensions and personnel
matters for all three Services will
eventually be dealt with by an
agency to be formed on April 1.

Aim of the Armed Forces Per-
sonnel Administration Agency
(AFPPA) is to provide cost-effec-
tive data and systems for the pay-
ment of military personnel.

It will also support personnel
management in peace and war,
Armed Forces Minister Nicholas
Soames said in a written answer
on February 20.

On formation the agency will
have 1,000 civilian and 200 mili-
tary staff and among other units
will include the Directorate of
Administrative Information Sys-
tems (Army) at Worthy Down,
near Winchester. Initially it will
have a small headquarters at
RAF Innsworth, Gloucestershire.

Later it is intended that the
agency will include the pay, pen-
sions and personnel admin ele-
ments of the recently-formed
Army Personnel Centre in Glas-
gow. Under a financial partner-
ship scheme, a privaie
contractor will be engaged to
deliver the agency's services
and develop and operate a tri-
Service computer system.

R |

The MoD has exceeded its
target for the disposal of empty
Service homes by more than 25
per cent, Defence minister Earl
Howe told the Lords.

Targets for disposal were
1,500 by April 1996 and a further
2,500 by the end of last summer.
The total number in fact reached
5,348.

o a o

Suicides in the Army fell from
22 in 1991 to only three last
year, the Armed Forces Minister
said in a written reply. Total for
all three Services was 42 in
1990 and only five in 1996.

a o g

Costs of recruitment cam-
paigns for all Services in 1996-
97 are expected to total £33.51
million, with £21.59 million being
spent by the Army, said Mr

Soames.
_

SOLDIER, Ordnance Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU. Civil tel: 01252 347 plus last three digits of Aldershot Military extension given below

s Managing Editor Chris Horrocks 2355 Editor John Elliott 2356 Assistant Editors Laurie Manton 2362 Phil Wilcox 2360
*/  Picture Editor Terry Champion 2357 Photographer Mike Weston 2357 Art Editor Les Gwyer 2169 Librarian Gerard Sutton

2351 Advertising 2352 Accounts / Distribution Janice Heal 2353 Fax 2358 E-mail solmag @ mail.army.mod.uk

Soldier is published by the Ministry of Defence and printed in the UK for The Stationery Office. Crown Copyright 1997. Views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the Army or the MoD.

5



ESSENTIAL

KIT. £3.93

Motorola D460 £9.99
Exclusive to HM Forces

# No deposit
# Use in over 50 countries
#* Per second billing
* Digital quality
# Instant credit pass
' For further details and mail order CALL TODAY

01252 316222

MOBILE
GOMMUNIGATIONS

Offer subject to status and connection fee and the signing of a 12 month airtime agreement with Securicor
Cellular Services, Phone shown subject to change. Line rental £15 a month ex VAT. Proof of ID required

celinet
THE BIG NETWORK

@.D.Golding /i
Military Livery and Civilian Tallors

- —
e =

1o G.D. Golding

Our Representative will call at your
request. Ring (01727) 841321 -

Fax (01727) 831462 or write for details to:
220 Hatfield Road, St Albans, Herts AL1 4LW

_—— e — — — — —— e =]

Officer swam
In darkness to
save Gurkhas

A PLLATOON commander and
a Gurkha corporal have received
Commander-in-Chief’s Com-
mendations for saving col-
leagues from drowning during a
night beach landing in Brunei.
First man to disembark into
the water from a Royal Brunei
Armed Forces Ramp Powered

Back to
school

with the
Army

AN ARMY foundation college is
to open in September next year,
possibly on the site of the
former Army Apprentices Col-
lege at Harrogate.

Aimed at attracting school
leavers of 16 or over by offering
high-level qualifications and
guaranteed employment, the
privately-funded college  will
have places for 1,300 students.

It will offer a 42-week course
for young soldiers destined for
front-ine  roles, effectively
replacing the recently aban-
doned Junior Leaders scheme.

Students will be able to devel-
op skills in numeracy, communi-
cations, information technology
and personal skills which will
lead to National Vocational and
Scottish Vocational Qualifica-
tions at levels two and three.

Announcing the initiative,
Armed Forces Minister Nicholas
Soames said graduates from
the Army Foundation College
would contribute significantly to
resolving the Service's manning
difficulties.

Lighter (RPL) at Binturan
Range was 2nd Lt Anthony
Rolfe-Smith of the 2nd Battal-
ion, The Royal Gurkha Rifles.

Out of his depth and with his
equipment becoming water-
logged, he swam for the shore.

He pulled two soldiers out
with him but realised that sev-
eral others were in danger of
drowning. With another strong
swimmer, Cpl Yubahadur
Gurung, 2nd Lt Rolfe-Smith
swam out to other soldiers still
struggling in the sea.

Using the RPL’s spotlight
and whistle blasts from men in
the water they located several
soldiers.

When the landing craft had
to move away because it was
swinging wildly, 2nd Lt Rolfe-
Smith returned to the water in
complete darkness and rescued
another group of men.

After 30 minutes in the
water the two rescuers, realis-
ing they were tring and in
danger of becoming casualties
themselves, returned to the
beach where thev organised a
search of the surf line.

The citation praises 2nd Lt
Rolfe-Smith for his calm and
mature handling of a situation
described as “potentially cata-
strophic.”

Going north

NEARLY 500 soldiers of the
Dover-based 3rd Barttalion,
The Parachute Regiment have
completed initial training in
central Norway before taking
part in Adventure Express, a
tri-Service NATO exercise in
the Arctic Circle between
Tromso and Narvik.

Wulfen depot to close

AMMUNITION stocks at BAD
Whulfen are to be run down so
that the depot can close in
March 1999,

Base Ammunition Depot
Wulfen, on Muna Strasse,
dates back to 1938 when the
German Army started building
there. The site of the secret
project, to assemble and store
ammunition, was known to
local people as “Muna”.

The depot was taken over by

the British Army in 1945 and
retitled 154 Ammunition Sub
Depot, later becoming a for-
ward depot. Following NATO-
funded redevelopment which
began in 1988, little remains of
the original storage facilities.
In 1993, 154 Forward
Ammunition Depot was reti-
tled 12 Supply Regiment RLC.
The Bundeswehr is interest-
ed in taking over the NATO
infrastructure of the depot.

Picture: Terry Champion

Kent soldiers in lightning strike

PART-time soldiers from the
5th Battalion, The Princess of
Wales’s Royal Regiment, based
at Canterbury, and members
of 220 Field Ambulance were
involved in a major exercise on
Salisbury Plain.

The Kent Terriers captured
an airfield in an operation

against rebel forces during
Exercise Lightning Strike.
Support was provided by 6/7
PWRR, from Horsham, East
Sussex, and Brighton-based
163 Provo Company (RMP).
An armoured element was
added by the Royal Dragoon
Guards, and the Royal Air

Force provided seven Hercules
aircraft. Puma and Gazelle
helicopters were used to fly the
TA soldiers on to the Plain.
Visitors included Lt Gen Sir
Hew Pike, Deputy C-in-C
Land, and Brig David Godsal,
Commander 2 (South East)
Brigade at Shorncliffe.

Bdr Taff Newcombe (left) and LCpl John Knight, both serving at the Recruit Selecnon Centre, Pirbright,
pack surplus clothing for homeless ex-Servicemen in London. See Cari Roberts’s column in next page

ay ahead signals
fair deal for singles

A BLUEPRINT for military
career structures, allowances,
pay and pensions into the next
century has been unveiled by
the Ministry of Defence.

Copies of the document,
entitled “The Armed Forces of
the Future — A Personnel
Strategy”, will be sent to every
unit in the Army.

A feature of the strategy,
which follows the Bett Inde-
pendent Review published in
1995, is the recognition of the
need for a fairer deal for single
Servicemen and women. For
the first time they will benefit
from separation allowances
while on operational duty.

Armed Forces Minister
Nicholas Soames said: “Our
personnel policy must recog-
nise and reflect the unique
demands of Service life, while
at the same time taking
account of the terms and con-
ditions of service applicable to
relevant civilian groups.”

A move to more flexible pay
arrangements, announced a
year ago, will feature pay
ranges based on job evaluation,
experience and qualifications.

Allowances will be targeted
more efficiently to assist
recruitment and retention, and
to compensate for the extra
costs and disadvantages of Ser-

Medics’ mission to Bangladesh

SIX Territorial Army medics flew to Bangladesh last month to teach
modern nursing methods and field-based care techniques.

All members of 243 (The Wessex) Field Hospital, which has its head-
quarters at Keynsham, near Bristol, the team was led by Lt Col Marjorie

Bandy, who works in a special care baby unit in Dorset.

vice life. Several new
allowances, outlined in the
Armed Forces Pay Review
Body report (see Soldier,
March 3), have been adopted,
greatly simplifying the current
complicated arrangements for
separation, travel and addi-
tional pay.

Main offset of the proposals
will be the withdrawal, from
April 1 next year, of most leave
travel warrants now issued to
all personnel. Only those in
their first three years of Service
will keep the current entitle-
ment. Beyond that, all single
soldiers will retain one leave
warrant until they complete
nine years of service.

Performance-related  pay,
proposed in Sir Michael Bett’s
independent review, has been
rejected.

The new pay system 1s
expected to be in place by the
year 2000.

What the papers have been saying

Cyprus
hopes on
new force

HOPES of an end to years of
violence in Cyprus are being
pinned on a British proposal to
send a 5,000-strong multi-
national peacekeeping force to
the divided island. It would
involve a British commitment to
send 600 troops to Cyprus
under a plan to reunite the
island. — Sunday Times

1 The BBC has ‘lost” the
Royal Tournament to ITV after
40 years. Organisers claimed
last year's coverage was “stale
and disappointing”. = Daily Mail

1 Film maker Steven Spiel-
berg is recruiting British troops
for a war blockbuster. He wants
1,000 soldiers to recreate the D-
Day landings. — Daily Express

1 Ten young offenders got a
taste of military discipline when
they began the last months of
their sentences at a unit at the
Military Corrective Training Centre
in Colchester. — Times

J Thousands of British Ser-
vicemen are planning to set up
their own trade union — to be
known as The Colours —to cam-
paign for better working condi-
tions in the Armed Forces. They
are planning to apply for mem-
bership of the Trades Union
Congress. — Sunday Times

J The Colours, a Services
lobby group, is taking up welfare
cases on behalf of soldiers and
their families. The association
denies that it is a trade union
and says it was turned down by
the TUC. — Daily Telegraph

JdThe SAS is testing a French
supergun, the Hecate rifle, which
is accurate up to a mile and
powerful enough to stop a vehi-

cle or helicopter. — Daily Mail

Dartmoor rescue

HURRICANE force winds
and rain on Dartmoor caused
problems for six soldiers from
The King’s Troop, RHA on a
navigation and leadership
exercise. Civilian rescue teams
joined police and Royal Marines
to find the six, who were suffer-
ing from hypothermia.
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The invisible people
who need our help

| MET Hugh O'Brian only a few
times but he was one of those
people who made an instant
impression. News of his death
saddened everyone who knew
him. Aged 70, the ex-lrish Army
warrant officer devoted much of
his life to helping the homeless on
the streets of London. He worked
with SSAFA Forces Help’s Home-
less Division and appeared on a
couple of Counterpoint  pro-
grammes on BFBS, where his
appeals for help were met with a
generous response.

Hugh took a practical approach
to the plight of the homeless. He
was not one of those dewy-eyed
do-gooders who have nothing to
offer but their sympathy. But even
he was overwhelmed by the scale
of the problem.

MIXED RESPONSE

Some time ago one charity,
CRISIS, published research
which indicated that 25 per cent of
the homeless in London had
served in the Faorces. The
research was greeted with a
mixed response. However, the
fact remains that a significant pro-
portion of the homeless have
served in the Armed Forces —and
that should prick the conscience
of all of us.

Do regiments and corps care
about the fate of their former col-
leagues? Of course they do. Ser-
vice charities, once they are
aware of a problem, can pass the
information to the various associ-
ations and help can be offered.

The problem is that the
person in need of assistance is
almost invisible.

It is very difficult to track down
people who might need help — or
even to get the message across
that such help is on offer.

Ex-Service personnel are
proud and unlikely to go seeking
help from a charity until need
drives them to extreme mea-
sures. Even then, many will feel it
is demeaning to ask. | don't think
this is a reason for ignoring them
and hoping that they'll sort them-
selves out.

IMPOSSIBLE TASK

Hugh O'Brian tried to deal with
about 30 charities, making them
aware of the help that was avail-
able to ex-Service clients but, as
his health began to fail, he found it
increasingly difficult to keep up
the contact. | think it would have
been an almost impossible task
even for a fit, young individual.

How much easier his job would
have been if there had been some
sort of organised contact with the
Forces. He would have had an
easier time of it if more people

|iad volunteered to help.

One man who met Mr O’'Brian
and felt this very keenly is Maj
Jeremy Oliver. He came into con-
tact with Mr O’Brian through char-
itable work and was touched by
his devotion to a duty for which he
had volunteered.

HUMANITARIAN

Since that first encounter, Maj
Oliver has been mulling over vari-
ous ideas which may prove help-
ful. After talking to him at some
length | think he might be on to
something.

He wonders if the Army — both
Regular and TA - might be

involved in an humanitarian pro-
ject on the home front.

He suggests that the UK Field
Army might sponsor individual
day and night centres throughout
the UK. The problem of the home-
less is often portrayed through
metropolitan eyes, but there is an
increasing problem in rural areas
of the UK as well as in cities.

If a unit took a special inter-
est in the nearest night shelter
or project for the homeless it
might be able to provide some-
one, a volunteer, to visit the
centre and talk to its clients. It
would need only a couple of
hours a week to make a whole
lot of difference.

Taking the idea further, it might
be possible to incorporate such
volunteer work into an NVQ, as
part of the on-going commitment
to training as part of Service life
and as part of the resettlement
process.

It occurs to me that such a vol-
unteer would make an even
bigger impression if he or she
attended in uniform. This would
mean that an ex-Army client
would immediately identify the
helper as a fellow and might be
less reticent about asking for
help.

The major Service welfare
charities are doing outstanding
work helping homeless ex-Ser-
vice people - but they cannot
help them if they don’t know
where they are.

Both SSAFA Forces Help and

The Royal British Legion run
excellent training courses for their
workers, and they would be the
right people to train any potential
volunteers in working with those
most in need. The problem is that
finding ex-Service personnel in
need takes time and effort.

That is why Maj Oliver's sug-
gestion of sending people into
local shelters is an effective one:
it is taking the workers to the
people who need them. This is
being done, but it is labour-inten-
sive work, and involving the Army
would provide a much-needed
boost to the numbers of people
working in the field.

ADVANTAGES

Apart from being a suggestion
that will not involve a great deal of
expense and further pressure on
an increasingly stretched Army, It
also has two distinct advantages.
First, it offers a chance for Service
people to extend training opportu-
nities which will help those work-
ing in a job which involves caring
for their fellow soldiers and their
families — and for those who want
to go into caring work after leav-
ing the Forces.

The proposal also has a big PR
potential: serving soldiers doing
work in their local community can
only benefit the Service. It would
demonstrate the humanitarian
aspect of Army life in a practical
way, at home as well as overseas.
It also consolidates the image of
the Army as an employer that
cares about the fate of its employ-
ees.

Hugh O’Brian was one of many
unsung heroes. Across the UK
there are men and women
exhausting themselves looking
after ex-Service people.

There is a great deal that can
be done 1o help.

Ex-Service personnel in the UK
could offer to help out at their local
SSAFA Forces Help or RBL
office. They could suggest that
they spend a few hours going into
shelters or centres nearby and
talking to clients. Even something
as simple as a poster advertising
the work of both organisations
where there hasn't been one
before would make a difference.

Next time you get off a trainin a
big city and you see a thin,
dishevelled figure, ask yourself
what your next move would be if
you found out that he had served
in a unit you knew.

Would you be quite so quick
to judge him or to dismiss him?

® Cari Roberts presents
Counterpoint on BFBS radio.
Write to her at BFBS, BFPOQ
786; c/o Soldier.

Final deliveries

for BMH Rinteln

THERE are more than 40,000
British people in the world who can
claim: “ 1 was born in BMH Rinteln”.

But the recent births of Ben-
jamin Westgate and and Lucy Gill
marked the end of an epoch last-
ing more than 40 years.

Opened in 1953, BMH Rinteln —
last of the British military hospitals
in Germany, and scheduled for clo-
sure shortly — has built up a repu-
tation for the excellence of its care
and medical services.

The hospital's maternity ward
has always been one of its busiest
departments, at one point a total of
28 midwives delivering babies at
the rate of 100 a month.

However, last year, in accor-
dance with the terms of the Health
Alliance Scheme, plans were put
in train to send expectant mothers
to the respective German hospi-
tals for delivery.

As a result, combined with the
effects of draw-down, births at
BMH dropped to 475 in 1996 and
the team of midwives was reduced

Brig lvan Houghton, CO BMH Rinteln, chats to Christine and Robert Gill with new daughter Lucy. Her

brother Ryan seems to be more interested in his book

to six. By the end of last year, only
prospective mothers from Hameln
were being admitted. Since the
end of January, they have been
going to the Gilead Krankenhaus
in Bielefeld.

Lucy and Benjamin's place in
history is assured, as the last two
babies to be born at BMH Rinteln —

delivered by Capt Keeley Wright
and Capt Helen Rogerson respec-
tively.

Parents Graham and Alan
Westgate (35 Engineer Regiment)
and Christine and Robert Gill (28
Engineer Regiment) from Hameln
were naturally delighted, but the
occasion was one of mixed emo-

tions for Superintendent Midwife
Anna Brock-Mecziens and her
team.

Brig lvan Houghton, Command-
ing Officer of BMH Rinteln, found
the time to visit the mothers, and
present each baby with a silver
spoon to commemorate their niche
in British Army annals.
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Place you

rselves on the

MAP, Gulf

veterans urged

MORE THAN 1,000 Gulf veterans
concerned about their health have
so far gone through the medical
assessment programme (MAP) set
up by the Ministry of Defence
nearly three and a half years ago.

In all, 1,250 Service personnel
had put themselves forward for
diagnosis by the middle of last
month, and 1,070 had been
assessed.

Now the MoD is strongly urging
other Gulf veterans worried by
health problems to take advantage
of the programme.

Introduced in October 1993, the
MAP aims to give those who
served in the Gulf War a diagnosis
of their conditions and to recom-
mend appropriate treatment. Indi-
viduals have to be referred by their
own doctor.

Veterans who attend the
assessment in central London
undergo a medical examination by
a consultant physician and are
asked tfo give details of their med-
ical history.

Some tests are carried out at the
nearby Middlesex Hospital.

When the results become avail-
able, usually about two months
later, the individual is invited back.
Even if this is not convenient, a
report is sent in any case to his or
her doctor, with recommendations

for treatment. Further appoint-
ments can be made with the MAP if
required, and follow-up reports are
sought from an individual's doctor.

Anyone still in uniform who
served in the Gulf can be referred
to the assessment programme
by their medical officer, while
former Service personnel and
civilians need to ask their GP to
write to the Medical Officer-in-
Charge, Gulf War Medical Assess-
ment Programme, RAF Central
Medical Establishment, Kelvin
House, 32-34 Cleveland House,
London W1P 6AU.

There is a waiting list of about 12
weeks.

Attendance at the MAP is re-
garded as duty for serving person-
nel, so travel and accommodation
arrangements, and reimbursement
of expenses, should follow normal
procedures. Help can also be pro-
vided by the MoD for those no
longer serving.

An information leaflet is avail-
able by calling the Gulf Helpline on
0171-807 8778 or writing to Med-
ical (Finance and Secretariat) 2b,
MoD, Main Building, Whitehall,
London SW1A 2HW.

Garrison under new management

A PRIVATE consortium has won
a £200m contract to manage
non-military operations and
work services in Aldershot Gar-
rison. The deal will save the
Army £34m over seven years.

Primary Management, the
facilities management arm of
Gardner Merchant, has been
awarded the contract in a com-
petition involving two other bids,
including an in-house team.

The contractors will provide
services encompassing accom-
modation, stores management,
transport, catering services and
mess management, cleaning,

waste management, grounds
maintenance, infrastructure
support, laundry, dry cleaning,
tailoring, footwear repair, prima-
ry health care and works ser-
vices.

They will also be responsible
for Aldershot Garrison’s power
station, energy management
and environmental health, as
well as supplying clerical and
secretarial services.

Implementation of the new
management regime is to be
phased in, with the consortium
taking full responsibility in Octo-
ber.

Safeguard
your vote

SOLDIERS and their spouses who
find they are not on the new voting
register but should be — because
they lived in the area betore Octo-
ber 10 last year — should go to their
unit admin offices.

Provided the signature of the
applicant on the special form (F
VOTE 33 or F VOTE 34 for spous-
es) is backdated to before that
date, and the form is received by
the local council before April 1,
claims to be added to the register
should be accepted, according to
former lieutenant colonel Tony
Vickers, who hopes to represent
Devizes constituency as an MP.

Naafi's new divisions

Naafi has announced the forma-
tion of two new business divisions
for retail and leisure — first phase in
the organisation’s restructuring
process.

The divisions, to be headed by
new appointments Richard Burton
and John Bingham, underpin the
successful trial of partnerships with
leading convenience stores and
breweries undertaken by Naafi
over the last year.

Dropping daddy a line...

THE Royal Scots Dragoon
Guards, based in Fallingbostel,
have come up with a clever solu-
tion to a problem which hits fami-
lies when dad is serving away
for six months
or longer, writes
Rosalind Thack-
ery.

Called the
‘Dear Dad’ Club,
it gets the chil-
dren to write reg-
ular blueys to
their fathers.

Every Satur-
day, between 12
and 1.30 pm,
Scots DG young-
sters go along
and write the let-
ters while their
mums drink cof-
tee and catch up
on the latest
news.

The Dear Dad
name was thought up by Jacqui
Clapperton, who now runs the club
with Martine Hayes.

“it should really be called the
‘Dad and Mum’ Club, because
there are mums out there too, but
the name isn't as snappy,” laughed
Jacqui.

With the Scots DGs not due
back in Germany until the end of
June, for a parent in Bosnia the
regular flow of letters from their
children has already had a marked
effect on morale.

“My daughter Sarah is only 15

“Wish you were here?”: Val
McAndrew gives son John a few
ideas on what to write to his dad

months old, but my husband was
over the moon when he received
her scribble on a bluey,” Jacqui
said.

Benefits of the club extend to
all members of
the family. “The
spouse left at
home can go
shopping or stay
and talk, and the
children get to
write their blueys
while chatting
with other chil-
dren in the same
boat,” said co-
founder Martine
Hayes.

“It makes them
feel involved as
well. | think some-
times we just
think in terms of
separation of
husbands and
wives, but it has
a big effect on children too.”

Meeting people regularly is also
a big draw: as one of the mothers,
Val McAndrew puts it, “I like the
company. | feel that | am keeping in
touch with what's going on.”

Martine’s tip for any would-be
organisers is to keep it flexible.

“You can't just have it for a spe-
cific age group — children of all
ages can contribute to something,
from a baby's scribble to quite
sophisticated letters written by
teenagers. And dads really appre-
ciate it!”
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Fair deal for all: the blueprint

CAREER STRUCTURES @i

THE Directorate of Manning has pro-
posed a number of changes to officer and
soldier career structures to ensure that they
satisfy the Army’s future requirements,
Key elements of these changes are:
Soldiers: High turnover of manpower
continues to demand a number of exit
points. It is intend to retain several con-
tracted periods of about four years’ dura-
tion over the 22-year career, underpinned
by appropriate terms of service. It is envis-
aged that these changes will be introduced

b7 32N V¢ 3 THE ARMED FORCES OF THE FUTURE, A PERSONNEL STRATEGY

with the new pay system, planned for the
year 2000.

Officers: Three types of commission
will continue to run concurrently, although
in future fewer officers will be offered Reg-
ular Commissions on joining. More use
will be made of the medium-career special
Regular Commission than at present.

The Army has also conducted an in-
depth study into trades and trade groups,
and the results of this will help with further
work on career structures.

ALLOWANCES AND CHARGES

CHANGES 1o allowances and charges are
being made to reflect changing require-
ments. There has been a wish to preserve
and support accompanied service in the
Army, because it is an important compo-
nent of operational effectiveness and
because it is what the majority of married
personnel and their families want.

Those who choose to be unaccompanied
should be given greater assistance with the
cost of travel between their place of work
and their family home, while those who are
obliged to be unaccompanied for service

ARMED FORCES PENSION SCHEME

e Armed Forces Pension Scheme
{:FPS) reflects the uni_que requlrem:l‘:::l
and nature of the Services, and ther!
be no change for the time being. Tht-t:

| future of the scheme for new entran Is i
remains subject to review. Personl_-le_ c
rently serving, and those who will join &
before the introduction of any futuret ::
sion scheme, will have full rights to_ t:’ -
current AFPS. They will not be require:

change unless they wish to.

RANK STRUCTURES

The current rank structure, based on the
command requirement in b:_atlle and =
proved in peace and war, w,ll be retaine d
The rank of field marshal will be s_usp??he
ed in peacetime; in future, the Chief o bty
General Staff will not be promoted or‘fl e
Jast day in office, nof will the Chief 0

Detfence Staff hold five-star rank.

LEAVE POLICIES

i for
The aim has been to standardise leave \
| all personnel so that everyone, regar;l;si-s
' of rank or where they are serving, i ligh |
| ble to 30 “working days” (six weeks) S
\ year. ltis hoped this increase will bei r|“ . |
| duced by April 1, 1999. In the meamthat ‘
| everything must be done to ensu‘r‘e : fu(l
wherever possible, soldiers get the }

| allocation of Ieaﬁ/_’/_J
Ceniio s
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reasons should be given additional benefits.

Some important details remain to be
confirmed. For example, regulations for
allowances have yet to be agreed, and the
transitional arrangements for their intro-
duction are still being developed. It is
expected this work will be complete by the
summer, when a leaflet will be distributed
to all personnel outlining the new regula-
tions, together with the rates for allowances
and charges, as set by the Armed Forces
Pay Review Body (AFPRB).

The main changes are: pf

0
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Separated Service Allowances

Two new allowances will replace Separation
Allowance (SEPAL) and separation warrants.
The Longer Separated Service Allowance
(LSSA) will in future be paid to personnel who
are detached or deployed away from their home
or duty station, and who are unable to return for
service reasons.

Alternatively, the Get You Home (GYH)
allowance will be paid to personnel who, when
detached or deployed, are able to return on a
regular basis. Unlike the current arrangements,
under which both SEPAL and separation war-
rants are sometimes paid together, these ,
@f/ will be paid on an either-or basis.

Longer Separated Service
Allowance

LSSA will be paid to married and single person-
nel who have completed three or more years’
service, and who are separated or deployed for
service reasons for more than ten days at a
time.

There will be three rates of LSSA, allowing
for higher payments to those who experience
the most separation. Rates will be set by the
AFPRB. Married personnel currently eligible for
SEPAL, but who have not completed three
years' service, will have reserved rights until eli-
gible for the new allowance.

LSSA is primarily intended to compensate for
separation as a result of operational and exer-
cise deployments, although certain other

The current pay structure is more than 25
years old and in need of change. It is
intended to introduce a more flexible pay
system based on pay ranges for all ranks.
Each pay range will usually consist of
incremental pay points, through which
individuals will progress, subject to meet-
ing criteria in terms of experience, qualifi-
cation, and performance.

Some pay ranges may overlap, acknowl-
edging that the most experienced in one
rank may merit more pay than the least
experienced in the next rank. But there will
always be a pay rise on promotion. Perfor-
mance-related pay will not be introduced.

Work has focused on pay structures for
soldiers and senior officers, and a job eval-

PAY STRUCTURES

uation exercise has been carried out to
determine the number of pay ranges
required. Soldiers will in future have an
incremental pay system similar to that
which exists for officers below the rank of
brigadier, by which periodic increases are
awarded. This is a more flexible and fairer
pay system for all ranks.

Consideration was also given to
whether additional pay should be sub-
sumed into basic pay, but it has been
decided to preserve the distinction. But
changes will be introduced to simplify the
current arrangements and introduce
greater flexibility to respond better to
recruiting and retention needs in particu-
lar skill groups.

Developments in administrative proce-
dures and information systems are taking
place, and it is unlikely that new pay struc-
tures will be introduced until these are
complete. The Army Personnel Centre will
be fully up and running this year, but the
Armed Forces Pay and Administration
Agency, which will be responsible faor pay
delivery throughout the Services, will not
be fully established before the year 2000.

When changes to pay structures are
introduced, probably in the next three to
four years, they will be accompanied by a
series of transitional arrangements de-
signed to safeguard serving personnel,
ensuring that no one suffers a reduction in
pay.

detachments will also apply. The key factor in
eligibility is that the individual is unable to get
home on a regular basis.

—
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The current system of separation warrants is to
be replaced by a Get You Home allowance
payable to both married and single personnel,
and designed to assist with the cost of travel in
circumstances where LSSA would be inappro-
priate (ie, where regular journeys home are pos-
sible).

It will be paid to married personnel serving
away from home and single personnel who are
away from their duty station. In the UK and
within overseas theatres, the allowance will be
based broadly on the cost of two return journeys
a month for married personnel, and one return
journey a month for single personnel.

Where separation is further afield (ie,
between theatres) and for service reasons,
LSSA will be admissible. Slightly different
arrangements are being devised for married
personnel who are voluntarily unaccompanied
overseas, and for all personnel serving over-
seas who do not qualify for LSSA (due to limited
service).

This will ensure that these groups are remu-
nerated fairly in comparison with their UK coun-
terparts who qualify for the Get You Home
allowance. More details will be announced in
the summer. -

The concept of accompanied service remains

an important cornerstone of the Army's person-
nel strategy and for this reason the package will
continue to support this policy in much the same

way as the current arrangements.

Most significant among these is Boarding
School Allowance, payable to married person-
nel who are mobile and who wish to provide
continuity of education for their children. While

the eligibility rules are being tightened by the

introduction of a system of certification, this will
not affect those married personnel who are
accompanied, those who are unaccompanied in
MoD London and prepared to be accompanied

Get You Home .'P 4

in their next posting, and those who are unac-
companied for Service reasons.

It has been agreed that claims will be
allowed for daily attendance at schools where a
child has previously been boarding (and for
which BSA is being claimed), subject to certain
criteria. A proposal to calculate BSA rates by
basing them on the Headmasters’ Conference
average remains under review. Special cases
which fall outside the specific rules for BSA will
continue to be considered.

Married personnel under 37 who choose to be
unaccompanied will continue to pay accommo-
dation charges at their duty station but will ben-
efit from the Get You Home package.

For those over 37, for whom the requirement
to settle their family becomes more important,
and for married personnel who are unaccompa-
nied for service reasons, free accommodation
at their duty station will continue to be provided,
in addition to the new Get You Home package.

Travel to Work ,@

Some changes are being made to Travel to
Work contributions, although these will contin-
ue to be set below the national civilian aver-
ages. The contribution to travel from private
accommodation will, for those who are entitled,
equate to the cost of the first nine miles each
way (currently seven miles).

For those living in service accommodation,
claims for the first three miles each way will not
be admissible (they currently are if the journey
is more than three miles each way), but claims
for the remainder of the journey will be. A

\

Some changes will be made in respect of NI Pay.
For resident troops (including the Royal Irish
Home Service) the Northem Ireland Resident
Supplement (NIRS) will replace NI Pay, while for
roulement troops NI Pay will be gradually phased
out to reflect the introduction of LSSA.

Comprehensive transitional arrangements
will be put in place to protect those who might

~ Northern Ireland Pay ¢+l

S—\D
Unaccompanied Service |

|
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otherwise be disadvantaged, and overall the
new arrangements will be better for the Army.

AN
~ London Pay i‘]

Both the Basic and Additional (Housing) Rates
of London Pay will be phased out and replaced
with a better focused Recruiting and Retention
Allowance (London). This is in recognition of
the recruiting and retention problems associat-
ed with service in London. Arrangements will be
in place to protect the financial position of those

-~ currently serving in London.

UK Leave Travel nn .

Some changes will be made to UK leave travel
SO resources can be better targeted, but a bal-
anced package is being preserved which
recognises the particular requirements of those
in their first few years of service and the needs
of single men.

Specifically, leave travel at today's levels will
remain for all personnel in the first three years
of service (regardless of their age on joining),
dovetailing with entitement for LSSA which
starts at the three-year point.

Married personnel will lose their entitlement
at this stage, but single personnel will continue
to receive one warrant a year until they have
completed nine years’ service. Although this is
a reduction over current conditions of service, it
must be viewed in the context of other changes
which are clearly beneficial — in particular, the
introduction of LSSA and Get You Home. <5

F:

[
Overseas Leave Travel <
o

There may be some adjustments to the Over-
seas Leave Travel schemes, as these are direct-
ly linked to the value of the UK scheme. A review
will be conducted this year, with no changes
being introduced before April 1998. Special
leave travel arrangements for Northern Ireland
and the Scottish Islands will also be reviewed.

Introduction of the new allowances and
charges package will begin in the autumn,
although the cutrent leave travel entitlements
will remain in place until April 1998. Arrange-
ments are being devised to ensure that these
changes are introduced fairly.

N :
in Britain

GURKHA soldiers will be allowed to bring
their wives and families to Britain under
new terms and conditions to be intro-
duced in July.

The package, described by Armed
Forces Minister Nicholas Soames as “a
significant improvement over current
arrangements” follows the relocation of
most of the Brigade of Gurkhas in the
United Kingdom following the drawdown
in Hong Kong.

Basic pay will continue to be set in
accordance with the Indian Army Pay
Code to comply with the tripartite agree-
ment between the UK, India and Nepal.

A universal addition to basic pay in
place ot the current system of allowances
will standardise Gurkha pay across dif-
ferent geographical areas, and bring
Gurkha pay broadly into line with that of
British soldiers.

As far as Gurkhas stationed in the UK
are concerned, no soldier wili suffer a pay
reduction, and many will gain.

In Brunei and Nepal, the majority —
those who are married unaccompanied
ranks — will benefit from the changes.
Gurkha married accompanied service
personnel in Brunei
and Nepal will suffer a
reduction in their take-
home pay, which has
been significantly high-
er than that of other
members of the brig-
ade.

In keeping with the
agreement, which re-
quires the UK to pro-
vide 25 per cent of Gurkha officers and
soldiers with family accommodation,
sergeants and below will be granted one
three-year accompanied tour, while more
senior ranks will be permanently accom-
panied.

Up to 450 married quarters will be
made available in the UK, where about
2,000 Gurkhas will be based. It is antici-
pated that 900 dependants, wives and
children will join take advantage of the
new regulations to join their menfolk in
Britain.

Gurkha parents will have the option of
sending their children to school in the UK
or taking advantage of a new Gurkha
Education Allowance to remain within the
Nepali education system.

There will also be an entitlement of one
free flight a year to enable children to join
their parents in the UK during the long
Nepali school holidays.

Current entitlement of Gurkha soldiers
to long leave every three years will
remain, but the duration will be reduced
from six to five months to take account of
improved internal communications in
Nepal.

It is intended to transfer resettlement
training from Nepal to the UK, and to
retain the Queen’s Gurkha Officer Com-
mission for the majority of officers in
Gurkha units. A new Gurkha Short Ser-
vice Commission for a limited number of
high quality candidates will be intro-
duced to allow them to be used more

\ widely within the British Army. j
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Chilwell-based TA unit 350 Field Squadron, 73 “l simply went to the top,” he said. “| asked
Engineer Regiment, now has a Harrier jump-jet,  our Honorary Colonel if he could possibly get us
which has reached the end of its flying life, as its  one — and he has done. That's the sort of chap
gate guardian — thanks to the opportunism of heis.”
quartermaster Capt Joe Middleton. The man in question, Air Chief Marshal Sir
Renowned for his ability to keep his soldiers  Richard Johns, commented: “Nothing could
well-provisioned, even his greatest fans doubt- be more appropriate: the squadron is part of
ed that Joe would ever “acquire” one of the the only Territorial Army engineer regiment
planes. responsible for supporting the RAF's Harrier
force overseas. | was delighted to help out.”

Ll s S Pt N o
rlgntrie) it in Cyorus
LCpl Louise Wylie QARANC takes part in a
combat fitness test, undertaken for
the first time by the
Army element of the
Princess Mary's Hospi- ©
tal, RAF Akrotiri, bring-
ing to an end an
eight-week period of
training co-ordinated
by SSgt Chris Gre-
gory and Cpl Jules
Isaac.

Winner of the trophy for

best recruit of Burma
Platoon as he pass:ed
out from ATR Pirbright
was Cfn Jaspaul Bal,
seen here surrounded
by his proud father,
uncle, younger brother
and mother, who trav-
elled from Liverpool for
the big day.

Brigadier’s
‘cell by’ date!

a Deputy Constable is put behind bars, but that is what hap-
pened to Brig David Godsal, who holds that title at Dover
Castle, as well as being Commander of 2 (South East)
Brigade at Shorncliffe.

He and six other local dignitaries and business people
from the Dover area were “arrested” in the early morning
and placed in convicts’ suits and handcuffs before being
transported to the local gaol.

Incarcerated in a cell until noon with just a mobile phone
for company, the brigadier was only allowed to be released

Serious moment for LSgt Rodney Crisp,
who administers the servicing of 1st Battal-
ion, Welsh Guards’ green fleet at London’s
Wellington Barracks, as he received the
National Vocational Qualification (Level 3)
Management certificate presented to him at

- L) u
== R =—=nWll Which is which
Patience has paid off for Maj
Gen Tony Rogers, Directorate If identical twins Sonia (left) and ~
been jointly awarded the 1996 Lena Steer are causing puzzle- -
Paul Reuter prize of the Interna- Portsmouth Recruiting Office, o :
Law on the Batiefel, which, he imagine what wil happen when o 4 W
says, took him five years to write Y ! : N i
: : electrical technicians. &
i ﬁ;g?fr stgﬁﬁﬁ;r;gczp%frz Believed 1o be the first identi-
i the abolition of National Ser-
— has been awarded only four ;
times since its inception in 1985. vice (unless you know better),
Wight, have had a long-stand-
ing ambition to join the Army.
“That's my girl,” says David
from his duties as British
Ambassador in La Paz to see
her IFOR medal from Gen Sir
Hew Pike, Inspector Gener-
A TA captain, Alex served
in Split last year as an admin-
unteers who were in Bosnia
as part of IFOR.
Central Volunteer Headquar-
ters at Woolwich, she has
Command in Wilton for the
Adjutant General’s Corps.
for Bill
Grandfather of
Williams, has
become the first
regiment’s most
coveted award.
from the Army in
January after
years’ continuous
service with the
sars, received a
second bar to his
medal in recogni-
tion of his “out-

SEUEIAWIITE ~
| Steer
of Army Legal Services, who has
ment for Sgt David Falconer of
tional Red Cross for his book
in his spare time. which they have enlisted as
of international humanitarian law el e L A pe
i ; ) the girls, from the Isle of
THE DIPLOMAT'S
Ridgway, taking rare time off
his daughter Alex receive
al, Territorial Army.
istrator for the 1,000 TA vol-
Normally attached to the
been working at HQ Land
number two
eight, Maj Bill
soldier to win his
Bill, who retired
notching up 48
King's Royal Hus-
silver regimental
- - - T standing

ALl S : Chelsea Barracks.

and swap his attire for a more familiar uniform once he had Ty T T e e contribution” to He is the first soldier in London District to
persuadgd friends and colle_agues to part with more than - 2 p e ea . -] the regiment. qualify for an NVQ.

£500 “bail” for the Royal National Institute for the Blind . . . i ’ e b |
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CRUISE INTO
SPRING

on our 3 day ‘Springtime Cruise’
to Germany or Denmark

from only £99

Friday supplement £10

‘Step into Spring’ with us on board our Seaways
Springtime Cruise, all set in a maritime and romantic
setting. You can sit back and enjoy the fresh new
Springtime atmosphere. Enjoy
the special theme hours, live
entertainment, ‘Love in
Spring’ music and special
&~ offers in the duty free shop.
The moment you step on
board you will find the best
traditions of sailing ensuring your Springtime
mini-cruise is as relaxing and enjoyable as possible.

All Springtime Cruises include:

* Two nights on board accommodation in best
cabin available
* Ensuite shower and
toilet facilities
Superb 3 course a la
carte themed menu
Scandinavian
Smorgasbord dinner buffet
* Two continental buffet breakfasts
Sightseeing tour of your chosen destination
Free gift on arrival in your cabin.

*

-

* ok

Your choice of destination:

Esbjerg and Ribe in Denmark :

You visit two towns: Esbjerg and its Maritime and
Fisheries Museum and Ribe, the former capital of
Denmark, many of whose fine buildings reflect its age.

Hamburg in Germany - The tour of Hamburg
contrasts the infamous Reeperbahn with the elegant
houses built around Hamburg’s Alster Lakes. Its
sophistication is evident in the many shopping malls
and department stores.

Departure periods: 1 April - 10 June 1997

TO BOOK CALL: 0990 333 222
QUOTE: V762

This offer is subject to availability and cannot be used in conjunction with any
other offer or discount published in Scandinavian Seaways’ brochure or
elsewhere and is only applicable on new bookings.
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MUSEUMS GUIDE
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The King’s Royal Hussars
Museum in Winchester

Peninsula Barracks, Winchester,
Hampshire SO23 8TS.
Telephone: (01962) 828539
Open Tues to Fri 1000 -1600

Sat, Sun & Bank Holidays
1200 -1600.

Admission Free.

| ©HESHIRE

DORSE; |

Cheshire Military

Museum

Open 1000 - 1700 all year
except 22 Dec - 2 Jan.

Special Art & Yeomanry
exhibition for 1997.
The Castle, Chester CH1 2DN
Telephone: (01244) 327617
Small charge & disabled access

THE MILITARY MUSEUM OF
DEVON & DORSET
The Keep, Bridport Road, Dorchester,
Dorset DT1 RN, Tel: 01305 264066
A modern Military Museum which uses IT
and creative displays to tell of the courage,
humour, traditions and sacrifice of the Inf-
antry, Cavalry and Artillerymen of Devon
and Dorset. This story covers 300 years
showing uniforms, weapons, and medals.
The diversity of articles shown allows the
imagination to recreate the world of these
soldiers and their families.
Spectacular views from the battlements.
Open Mon to Sat 0930 - 1730.

GORINWALEL

W GUGUCESTERSHIRE]

DUKE OF CORNWALL'S
LIGHT INFANTRY MUSEUM
The Keep, Bodmin,

Cornwall PL31 1EG.
Tel: 01208 72810

27 years of a proud
County Regiment’s history.
Includes an outstanding military
reference library.

Open: Monday to Friday 0900 - 1700
and Sundays in July and August.

Gloucester Docks,
Gloucester
GLi1 2ZHE
Tel: 01452 522682

Soldiers or
Gloucestershire

The award-winning museum that tells the story
of their lives, their travels and their service.
Their history is the nation’s history.
Open: 10am - Spm Tues - Sun,
Bank Holiday Mondays &
Mondays in June 10 September

Facilities for disabled. Discounts for groups
by appointment. Special schools pro-
gramme. Archive research by appointment.

Vernon Rees & Goodalls Ltd
Military Tailors

SNCOs MESS KIT

wr £330.00.....0

includes Shirt, Bow Tie & Ranking

@ 01132880 880

40 Commercial Street, Rothwell, Leeds, LS26 0AW. Fax: 01132 880 864
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AIRBORNE FORCES
MUSEUM

Browning Barracks
Aldershot, Hants GU11 2BU
Telephone: 01252 349619

See the largest collection of
Airborne weapons and
equipment ever put together.
The story of Airborne Forces
JSrom their formation in 1940 to
the present day.

Open Monday to Sunday 1000 - 1630
Last admission 1545. Special group
visists can be made by prior
arrangement.

Admission:

Adults £2.50. Children, senior
citizens, serving/ex-members £1.00
Groups by arrangement please.

ALDERHSOT MILITARY MUSEUM

RUSHMOOR LOCAI‘.& HISTORY GALLERY
Evelyn Woods Road, Queen’s Avenue,
Aldershot GU11 2LG
Tel: 01252 314598

Abounds with stories of great battles,
gallant actons and deeds of bravery.
Here you have a unique opportunity of
witnessing the daily life of both soldier
and civilian through the past 140 years,
as Aldershot and Farnborough grew up
around the camp. Guns and armoured
vehicles are displayed outside.
Open daily: Mar to Oct 1000 - 1700
Nouv to Feb 1000 - 1630
Adults £2.00, children OAPs £1.00
Shop, car & coach park.
Group visits by arrangement

RAMC HISTORICAL
MUSEUM

Keogh Barracks, Ash Vale, Aldershor,
Hants GUI12 5RQ. Tel: 01252 340212

The museum tells the story of the medical
care of the Army from the formation of
the Standing Army in 1660 until the
present day. Also an ambulance display
and the Corps Memorial Chapel.

Open Mon to Thurs 0530-1600, Fri
0830-1530. WE & evenings by

arrangement. Groups welcome.

Guardians of a military heritage

The Gurkha
Museum
*x Peninsula Barracks

Romsey Road,
Winchester, Hants
VISIT THE GURKHA MUSEUM
With wheelchair access, gift shop,
sound dioramas, tableaux, special
events and friendly and helpful staff.
Tel: 01962 842832
Open: Tues to Sat 10am-5pm
Also Bank Holiday Mondays

BPANCASHIRE

i THE QUEEN’S
ahi LANCASHIRE
S REGIMENT

Incorporating the collectables and archives
of The East Lancashire Regiment,
The South Lancashire Regiment,

The Loyal (North) Lancashire Regiment,
The Lancashire Regiment, Militia,

Volunteers and Territorials.
Fulwood Bks, Preston, Lanes PR2 44A.
Telephone: 01772 260362,
Open Tuesday to Thursday 0930-1630 or by
appointment, less Public Holidays.

THE
> : LANCASHIRE
o™ by FUSILIERS

Regimental Museum

Discover the history of this famous
British Regiment from its foundation in
1688 and its connection with Wolfe,
Wellington and Napoleon.

Open: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday,
Friday & Saturday 09.30 - 16.30.
Admission: Adults £1.00, OAPs & children 50p
Wellington Barracks, Bolton Rd, Bury BLS 2PL
Telephone: 0161 764 2208

FGNDON |

Apsley House

on  The Wellington Museum

NI |

Open Tue-Sun: 1100 - 1700
Closed Mondays (except Bank Hols)
Tel: 0171 499 5676

The palatial interiors of Apsley House,
No I London, home of the first Duke of
Wellington, house his magnificent
collection of paintings, porcelain,
sculpture, furniture, silver, swords; many
objects gifts of grateful nations after the
Peninsular and Waterloo victories.

SUFFOLK |

THE ROYAL ANGLIAN
REGIMENT MUSEUM
Opened June 1996 ar the Imperial
War Museum, Dixford,
on the M11 near Cambridge.

The history of the East Anglian Regiments
and The Royal Anglian Regiment since the
amalgamation of 1958-1960. A unique,
modern collection, illustrating the history,
customs and operations of the Regiment using
wp-to-date technigues of display, sound and
video. Also the new CAMBRIDGESHIRE
REGIMENT COLLECTION
Open daily except 24 - 26 Dec.
Summer 10am - 6pm, winter 10am - 4pm.

| SURREY

The Royal
Logistic
Corps
Museum

Deepcut, Camberley, Surrey
Tel: 01252 340871

Free admission. Fully accessible to
the disabled with special parking.

| SUSSEN

]

THE QUEEN’S ROYAL
IRISH HUSSARS MUSEUM

- Sussex Combined Services
4 Museum, The Redoubt
Fortress, Royal Parade,
Eastbourne BN22 7AQ
i Tel: 01323 410300

Open 22 March - 5 November 1997,
1000-1730 Admission: Adults £1.80,
family ticket (2+2) £5.00,
under 16/over 60s £1.05
For further information phone
Major P J Timmons 0171 414 8782,

BV ARWICIKSHIRE

THE QUEEN’S OWN
HUSSARS MUSEUM
e Lord Leycester Hospital,
BN High Street, Warwick
CV34 4BH.

Tel: 01926 492035
Open: Winter 1000-1730 and
Summer 1000-1700
(Closed Mondays and Christmas Day)
Admission: Adults £2.50, OAP’s &
students £1.75 & children £1.25
For further information phone:
Major P ] Timmons 0171 414 8782

ORI HIRE

MUSEUM OF
BADGES
AND
| BATTLEDRESS

The Green, Crakehall, near
Bedale, North Yorkshire
Telephone: 01677 424444

A private collection of
uniforms, equipment,
badges, formation signs,
trade badges, photographs of
the Navy, WRNS, Army,
WRAF, Land Army, Red
Cross, ARP and civil defence
from 1900 to present day.

Open Easter to September
Tues - Fri 11.00 to 1700
‘ Sat - Sun 13.00 to 17000

| SCoOUAND

THE BLACK WATCH
REGIMENTAL
MUSEUM

BALHOUSE CASTLE, PERTH

Treasures of the 42nd/73rd
Highland regiments.

250 years of British Military History.
Paintings, Silver, Colours, Uniforms.
MAY to SEPT - Monday to Saturday

(including Public Holidays)

10am - 4.30pm
(Closed last Saturday of June)

OCT TO APRIL -Monday to Friday
10am - 3.30pm.
(Closed 23 Dec - 6 Jan incl)

OTHER TIMES BY APPOINTMENT.
TEL: PERTH (01738) 621281 Ext 8530

Admission Free.
Donations to Museum funds.
CAR PARK

B WALES ]

® GREEN
42 HOWARDS
&2  MUSEUM

Trinity Church Square
Richmond, North Yorkshire
Tel: 01748 822133

This famous North Yorkshire
Regiment was founded in 1688 and
its campaigns from 1690 onwards
are illustrated with original
uniforms, gallantry awards, medals,
Regimental silver and many other
relics, including interactive video of
WW1 and CD ROM. Also some of
Richmond’s historic plate.

Open daily Apr to Oct 9.30 - 16.30
(Sundays 14.00 - 16.30)
Mar, Nov: Mon to Sat
Feb: Mon to Fri 10.00 - 16.30
Closed Dec & Jan
Admission charge.

SOLDIER - THE place to advertise

SOUTH WALES
BORDERERS MUSEUM

The Barracks, Brecon, Powys LD3 7EB
Telephone: 01874 613310

300 vears of history.
Zulu wars.

Large medal collection and armoury.
Open Oct to Mar (weekdays only)
and
Apr to Sept (daily)

0900 - 1300 and 1400 - 1700

| CUERWSE7 |

Museum of the
Royal Guernsey Militia
Castle Cornet, St Peter Port, Guernsey
Tel: 01481 721657

With its origins in the 13th Century the
Guernsey Militia is possibly the oldest
mlitary unit in the service of the British
crown. The museum includes uniform,
weapons and equipment of the Militia, the
Milivia Aruillery and the Roval Guernsey
Light Infantry from the 18th Century unul
disbandment in 1940.

Open all week Easter to October
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23N Y [{ 3 ARMY'S DRUG PREVENTION PROGRAMME IS A WORLDWIDE EFFORT

HOSTILE climates, rough
travel — and elephants — are just
some of the hazards facing the
men and women who carry out
the British Army’s compulsory
drug testing (CDT) programme.
They are equipped to go any-
where soldiers are deployed,
writes John Elliott.

Take last month for example:
while one team of testers was
bouncing around on Kenyan
bush roads, another flew to the
United States to take samples
from troops on a Trumpet
Dance exercise at Fort Lewis.

Closer to home, a winter des-
tination for the unannounced
visitors was Bavaria, where sol-
diers involved in Snow Queen ski
training were the target.

Introduced two years ago, the
CDT programme began in the
major troop locations — the
United Kingdom, Northern Ire-
land, Germany, Cyprus and the
Falklands. Now it 1s spreading its
wings to more out-of-the-way
places such as Brunei, Bosnia
and Kenya.

At the rate the tests are being
completed, virtually everyone in
the Field Army will be “called
up” in the course of a year.

At every venue, procedure fol-
lows the same precise routine:
meticulously-gathered samples
are crated for rapid delivery to
the Laboratory of the Govern-
ment Chemist at Teddington in
Middlesex.

Maj Tim Saunders, D and D,
Upavon-based  Staff Officer
(Drugs), joined WOI1 John
Ferry’s team for a week-long trip
to Kenya during which more
than 800 samples were collected,
mostly from soldiers deployed
with the Royal Scots battle
group involved in Exercise
Grand Prix 2.

The team included Royal
Navy warrant officer Keith Lay-
cock, who was learning the ropes
in anticipation of the Senior Ser-
vice’s introduction of CDT on
April 1. Others involved in the
Grand Prix visit were WO2s
Nerys Davies QA, Sue McCal-
lion RL.C and Sandy Sanderson,
R Signals, and CSgt Bob
McGowan, D and D.

Accompanied by an SSVC
camera crew — all part of the
publicity drive to ensure no sol-
dier is unaware of the Army’s
drug prevention programme -
the CDT personnel flew civvy
air to Nairobi. There they were

On the Equator: From left are John Randle from SSVC, Maj Tim Saunders,
WO2 Nerys Davies and WO2 Sandy Sanderson, and WO Keith Laycock

met by quartermaster Maj Jim
Bain, A and SH, from the British
Army Training and Liaison Staff
(BATLSK), who provided vehi-
cles and support.

Getting the team’s equipment

roadside in the Kenyan bush

On the box: Maj Tim Saunders pre-
pares for a drug testing session on a

through Kenyan customs was
just one of many local challenges
overcome by WO1 Ferry.

First stop was Kahwa Bar-
racks on the outskirts of Nairobi,
where the liaison staff were
among the first to be tested.
With them were 50 sappers
from 9 Parachute Squadron
RE, who broke off from
working on a school for
Kenyan Army children to
provide their samples.

“We got the batch away to
the airport as soon as possi-
ble, because the heat makes
the presence of urine sam-
ples and testing slightly
unpleasant,” said Maj Saun-
ders. “The bottles go into a
transit pouch and are sent
back, preferably on a military
flight, to the Government
Chemist.”

Next on the agenda was a
dusty three-hour drive to
Nanuki, where team mem-
bers were accommodated in
the faded Edwardian splen-
dour of the Nanuki Sports
Club, close to the show
grounds where some Royal
Scots were based.

Twenty minutes further up
the road, the testers called at
Timau, where the 9 Para Sgn
RE tented camp was pitched
against the spectacular back-
drop of Mount Kenyva. Their

visits to engineering projects
in the bush to test sappers on
site gave team members a
wonderful opportunity to see
elephant, impala, giraffe and
gazelles at close hand.

One open-air session con-
ducted by Maj Saunders was
enlivened when two ele-
phants lumbered past.

CDT visits are very much
“luck of the draw”, which
means some units have been
tested more often than
others. For the engineers of 9
Sqgn it was a first, while some
1 RS soldiers were being
tested for the fourth or fifth
time.

“Some units are beginning
to wonder if they are being
targeted,” said Maj Saun-
ders, “but that is not the case.
The Royal Scots just got on
with it despite four previous
tests, and the sappers were
very helpful.”

Other elements of the
battle group — loggies, gun-
ners, airmen — were equally
obliging when the team
caught up with them.

Last call in Kenya was to
the Movement Control
Checkpoint back at Kahwa
Barracks . . . “in case there
was any temptation at
the end of the exer-
cise.” By then the
last of more \
than 800 sam-
ples were on
the way to
Tedding-
ton.

The test
equipment,
including
delicate com-
puters, is pack-
ed into specially 0
designed boxes and S
survived the Kenyan
bush intact. The human ele-
ment is rather more fragile. Maj
Saunders explained that because
there is no leeway for error, it is
crucial for those involved in
CDT procedures to be up to the
mark at all times.

Several thousand miles to the
west, other testers were roaming
the wide open spaces of Fort
Lewis, where a Royal Regiment
of Wales battle group was be-
ing put through its paces on a
Trumpet Dance exercise. Care-
ful to fit in with the group’s
training programme, the CDT

team also
tested con-
trol staff
from British

\ Army Train-

S« ing Support

Unit Wainwright.

‘ight hundred more

samples were soon on their
way to the labs.

Spot checks also went on at
airheads in the United King-
dom, testers making random
calls at Brize Norton and Lyne-
ham as troops came off exercise
aircraft.

CDT is already seen as an
effective deterrent. Numbers of
detected users are said to have
fallen sharply since the first tests
in January 1995, and the regime
has been widely welcomed for
punching home the message that
drugs are unacceptable in the

On the road: Royal Navy warrant officer Keith
Laycock tests two members of 9 Para Squadron
RE who were working on upgrading roads in the
Lewa Downs game reserve in Kenya

ampling life in Africa

British Army. Of the 18,000 sol-
diers who provided samples in
1995, just over one per cent
proved positive. Last year, des-
pite a sizeable increase in clients,
only 0.7 per cent failed, in sharp
contrast to the national failure
rate of six per cent and rising.

From next month Army
testers will be assisting the Royal
Navy and Royal Marines to run
their CDT programmes. And
that could introduce a new
dimension to their experience of
rough travel . . . one that could
have them packing sea-sickness
tablets.

® The CDT Story, which includ-
ed film shot on location in Kenya,
has been shown on SSVC’'s
Scene Here programme.

® Royal Scots battle group in
Kenya - Pages 22-23
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veterans

IS ‘unique’
EX-TROOP Sgt Mallins regis-
tered his “disgust” (March 3)
about the cost of return visits
to Korea.

As a founder member of the
British Korean Veterans’ Asso-
ciation, formed in 1977, I must
protest in the strongest terms.

For the past 20 years the
BKVA has arranged annual
group return visits to the
Republic of Korea, all of which
have been heavily subsidised
by the authorities in Seoul.

As a result, the average cost
has been kept to around £600,
inclusive of everything except
personal spending money. I
can vouch for this, as I was for
a time heavily involved in
making the arrangements.

Furthemore, this concession
is available to one close family
member travelling with the war
veteran. The party was, and is
always, greeted by the Koreans
with the utmost warmth and
overwhelming generosity.

As if this were not enough,
Samsung of Korea donated
£100,000 to the BKVA Wel-
fare Fund, and a further
£500,000 to the Royal British
Legion to fund scholarships for
members of families of those
who served in the Korean War.

I think such generosity is
unique among the nations to
which the United Kingdom
sent armed forces. — ] Tansley-

Harris, Hon Life Member,
BKVA, Brighton, Sussex.

Museum is
a sad loss

IT WAS sad to read in Soldier
(Newsline, Feb 17) that the
Museum of Army Transport in
Beverley is to close. I visited it
many times and the staff were
always helpful and polite.

The Government can find
£60 million for a new Royal
Yacht which will not benefit
the ordinary man in the street,
but no cash to keep the museum
open, which would. If it had
been a sports centre it could
have applied for Lottery funds. —
Colin Booth, Suez veteran,
ex-3 RHA, Wakefield, Yorks.
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BIRD'S EYE-VIEW

Drug testing team in Kenya — see Pages 16-17

Hit video price
prompts Naafi
to think again

I AM serving in Northern Ire-
land and therefore confined to
base.

I have no other choice but to
purchase goods from the Naafi
shop where prices seem a bit
more expensive than anywhere
else.

Take for example the new
video, Independence Day, which
sells for £12.99 in most civilian
outlets.

Naafi sells it for £15.99.

Razor blades, shaving foam
and so on are also dearer than
everywhere else. Are the sol-
diers being exploited by the
non-profit making Naafi? Per-

haps Naafi would care to reply?
— Cpl D W Rowlands, 2
Para, BFPO 811.

® Naafisays: “Our stores provide
a range of goods on site and at
hours which are convenient to Ser-
vice personnel. While we always
aim to offer competitive prices, the
flexibility of our services sometimes
means we cannot provide special
offers which high street stores can
with their bulk-ordering, multi-
outlet chains. The £15.99 being
charged for Independence Day was
the recommended retail price, but
Naafi is looking to see if it can
reduce it. We are in the process of
upgrading our stores and welcome
comments from customers.”

Jab in the pocket book

HAVING served in Irag 1943-
46, I read with interest the item
“Units told to search for Gulf
War jab records” (Newsline,
Feb 17). To this day I have
only to refer to my old Army
Book 64 Part 1, which was car-
ried on one’s person at all

times, to find the exact date
and details of my jabs.
Perhaps a similar document,
with a personal photograph
incorporated, should now be
designed for today’s soldiers to
carry at all times. — A W
Reeve, Rochester, Kent.

Soldier welcomes letters for publication from all readers, whatever their status.
Letters must be brief, typed or written clearly and include the correspondent’s
name and address in block capitals, not necessarily for publication. Anony-
mous letters will not be considered. Acceptance or rejection of letters is the
decision of the Editor, who reserves the right to edit for length, clarity and style.

EUROSCEPTICS like me
will have been horrified by
the photograph of 1 WFR
soldiers (Feb 3, Page 17),
especially those of us with

regimental links (number
two son, ex-WO2 Band Sgt
Maj).

Is the mode of beret-wear-
ing a prerequisite (Gallic
plot) of British Army partici-
pation in the ARRC? Or am I
just an ageing nit-picker? — C
T Wareing (ex-Sgt RE,
ex-RSM HG 1952-56, ex-
Lt Worcestershire ACF),
Redditch, Worcs.

® You're certainly no nit-
picker, but well spotted all the
same, Mr Wareing. The photo-
graph was inadvertently reversed
in the production process.
Apologies to the regiment and
thanks to the many readers who
have phoned. — Editor




P3N [ 3 NEWTECHNOLOGY SMOOTHES THE WAY AT DW(A) ]

A PAPER-LESS documents office is a bit
like an army without troops . . . a contra-
diction in terms, even in this increasingly
electronic age.

And it is certainly unusual in a Service
office that processes the career, pay and
policy files of hundreds of thousands of sol-
diers.

Yet the registry at the Directorate of
Manning (Army) — DM(A) for short — at
Upavon has effectively banished the paper
mountain under which, according to a
member of the team, it was being crushed
to death.

When Army records are required, they
are usually needed in a hurry. But the paper
“docs” on 120,000-plus personnel would
just about fit on ten miles
of shelving. Big problem.

Fortunately, there was
a small solution . . . auto-
mate the whole process so
that all those miles of
shelves effectively “disap-
peared” into a few desk-
top computers. It was a
huge break from tradi-
tional document-han-
dling methods under
which only one person at
a time could read a file.

The old system also
relied on experienced
staff who knew where to
find everything. Because
career details and corre-
spondence had to be held
in secure cabinets, it was
not always possible to
access it quickly. If the
desk officer had locked
his files while he was on
leave, the query had to
await his return.

Maj Martin Abbott
AGC, who was tasked
with finding a solution,
said: “The Army wanted
to reduce dramatically
the amount of paper in
circulation, speed admin-
istrative processes, pro-
vide wider services and
reduce cost.”

His specification demanded that the
system be capable of scanning incoming
documents, handwritten letters and forms,
photographs and signatures. It had to
provide immediate access to documents
without reducing the security of the infor-
mation in them. Signatures had to be veri-
fiable, with anti-tampering facilities and
audit trails to identify who did what and
when.

ICL’s image-based document manage-
ment system, InsideStory, was selected to
form the heart of the automated project,
and the company joined Maj Abbott and
his team in a collaborative venture to put

Nitfewith

the way Directorate of

Manning (Army) processes

soldiers’ documents

Automation revolutionises

WO2 Paul Lambert, manager of what has now become a paper-
less registry at Upavon. In the background are LCpl Woody
Woodworth and LCpl Lewy Lewis. Inset — No more piles of paper.
Maj Martin Abbott explains the advantages of the new system

the whole thing together in a pilot system.
As the users identified what they wanted,
ICL implemented it.

DM(A) management was so taken with
what they saw that the system was installed
o run its registry operations at the depart-
ment’s new premises in the Adjutant Gen-
eral’s Headquarters at Upavon, Wiltshire.

Incoming documents are now scanned
in and indexed by registry clerks. Once ver-
ified, the information is stored on optical
discs from which it can be accessed imme-
diately and displayed on computer screens.

The work-flow segment of the system
automates much of the registry’s effort,

allocating tasks to appropriate officers, set-
ting time limits for completion, monitoring
progress and activating

WO2 Paul Lambert, who manages the
registry, says the system provides an
improved service and greater control of
work.

“It could take up to three days for mail to
reach an officer’s in-tray when more than
one person needed to see it,” he said.
“Today they’re all getting the mail simulta-
neously within an hour of it arriving.

“Telephone enquiries can be settled
there and then. It is also easier to find out
how far a task has got and whether there are
any problems. It puts us in control.”

DM(A) can boast that it did more than
just paper over the cracks when its systems
were starting to bulge under the pressure
... it got rid of the cracks and the paper.
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7 3.V 0t [ 3 INFANTRY TERRIERS ON GROUND-BREAKING EXERCISE IN BELIZE

thegungle

TERRITORIAL. ARMY soldiers broke
new ground last month with their first
deployment on exercise for jungle warfare
training in Belize.

Three hundred members from three
London-based TA units went on Exercise
Native Trail during three two-week deploy-
ments. Troops from the
10th Battalion, The
Parachute Regiment,
the 4th Battalion, The Royal Green Jackets
and the Honourable Artillery Company
underwent an intense programme con-
densed from the usual six-week Regular
Army exercise.

The aim of the training was to familiarise
the Terriers with infantry skills in the
jungle with a package covering a range of
activities including navigation, patrols,
ambushes, camp attacks, river crossings
and close-quarter battle.

“We were delighted to
be offered the opportunity
of jungle warfare training
in Belize as it provides
new challenges and invalu-
able experiences to the
young soldier,” said Lt
Colonel Tony Malkin, CO
10 Para, who administered
the exercise.

“The training means
that they are better
equipped to accept the
new responsibilities which
the TA is being asked to
take on.”

As well as the new angle
to infantry training, the
jungle brought with it two
other challenges: working
in extreme conditions and
overcoming the fear of
what lurks inside its damp
and inhospitable interior.

Location for the exer-
cise was Guacamollo
Bridge, a camp in thick S8 3
vegetation on the steep Grub's up:

Maya mountains, a haz-

ardous terrain even for the fittest soldier
and described by Sgt Maj Mark
Humphreys, 10 Para, as “a bit like Brecon,
with jungle added . . .”

The soldiers deployed to Belize knowing
that they would be working in extremely
harsh conditions. “We are all pretty fit, and
the training we do is often physically
demanding,” said CSM David Tourla-
main, 4 RG], “but the jungle is unique: its
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Report: Capt Anita Newcourt

Pictures: Sgt lan Liptrot

(3

Mayan tracker in- noises during the night
slopes of the Western ston prepares to cook breakfast

geography, the heat, the poisonous reptiles
and dense vegetation will make this an
exercise to remember.”

To help the soldiers overcome their anx-
iety about the jungle, and to show them
how to survive in it, 10 Para brought in
George and Winston, two Mayan trackers.
They were able to find
food and water in deep-
est jungle, and demon-
strated their skills in using plants for
culinary and medicinal purposes. They
also taught the soldiers to build shelters, set
traps and to fish.

“The two Mayans have a fabulous
wealth of knowledge which has been passed
on to them through generations, and which
they shared willingly with the soldiers,”
said Maj Alan Flavell, OC Exercise Native
Trail 6 and also 10 Para’s training major.
“Their enthusiasm to
teach about the jungle
inspired everyone to learn
and to have confidence in
using it, instead of seeing it
as an obstacle.”

After two or three
nights, soldiers began to
get used to the surround-
ings.

“Once you know where
the dangers lie, you are
able to avoid them .
most of the time. We all
experienced anxiety du-
ring the first night out but
you learn to work with it
and understand it,” said
Sgt Mark Soley of the
HAC.

But was it really that
different from Salisbury
Plain?

“Once you get used to
sleeping in a hammock,
not being able to see or
hear anything more than a
few metres away, hearing

and learning to ignore
them, and making sure
that you are drinking enough water every
day, you have come some way to accepting
life in the jungle,” said Capt John Mer-
rylees, 2iC of the exercise.

During the time in the jungle, sections
began to come together, individuals learn-
ing to rely on each other.

“The jungle teaches you to get your per-
sonal admin exactly right: you have to be
very organised, and work closely with the

F atd
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Above — Team shot:
Soldiers from 10
Para, the HAC and 4
RGJ line up for the
camera after Exer-
cise Native Trail

Right — General
update: Lt Gen Sir
Hew Pike, Inspector
General TA, discuss-
es training issues
with Maj Alan
Flavell, OC exercise

rest of the team,” said Cpl Mark Wright of
2 Para, one of the team of instructors based
at Guacamollo Bridge. “The lessons learnt
here can be put to good use back in the
UK, and sharpening up the soldiers’

infantry skills through jungle training
builds their confidence, and binds them
into a more professional unit.”

A whole day’s training was dedicated to
navigation in the jungle, which is very

i Teeth arms: Sgt lan Wils

amm—

on (left) and Cpl Jamie Fordham (10 Para) on crocodile patrol !

unlike navigation in the UK . . . maps are
inaccurate, tracks hardly exist, visibility is
nil and contour lines are spaced differently.

Patrolling, too, took on another angle, as
movement through the vegetation was
restricted to a slow tortuous pace (some-
times just 2km a day), and silent progress
was almost impossible.

Special skills had to be learnt for target
recognition and close-quarter battle,
because of the confined areas and restrict-
ed visibility. Even river crossing skills were
sharpened as the ability to ford wide, fast-
flowing rivers had to be practised.

The intense training culminated in a 24-
hour field training exercise, with the Belize
Defence Force acting as enemy.

On returning to Airport Camp, the exer-
cise was deemed a great success by the par-

ticipants, the jungle warfare instructors
and the unit commanders themselves.

“We were particularly fortunate to have
a superb team of instructors, based on the
permanent staff from the Honourable
Artillery Company,” said Lt James Green-
grass, 4 RG]J. “The training was pitched at
exactly the right level, the exercises became
progressively more challenging, being
designed to sharpen the skills taught. All
my troops found it an enriching and
rewarding experience.”

It remains to be seen whether other TA
units will now be offered the opportunity of
jungle training, but judging by the enthusi-
asm and professionalism demonstrated
during the exercise, the experience was
invaluable training for the London Infantry
TA units.
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ﬁﬁi‘y Lﬂyj}iﬂ ROYAL SCOTS BATTLE GROUP SWEATS IT OUT IN KENYA ON EXERCISE GRAND PRIX

TRAVEL TO any part of the world and yvou
will find a Scot already in residence, or so
says legend. If you had been in Kenya
recently you might have bumped into 700 of
them.

Exercise Grand Prix II gave the 1st Bat-
talion, The Royal Scots (The Royal Regi-
ment) Battle Group
an opportunity to
deploy to Kenya for six weeks of intense
exercising and exhilarating adventurous
training.

“Skills and drills” was a term that com-
manding officer Lt Col Robbie Scott-
Bowden used several times. He was due to
take up a new appointment on his return
to the UK, so this exercise was his swan-
song, but it was evident from the outset that
there was to be no emphasis on the word
“swan”.

Each of the battalion’s companies spent a
week honing their live-firing skills, learning
jungle fighting and survival techniques, and
completing an adventurous training pack-
age, in itself a major undertaking.

Soldiers could choose from an extensive
list of activities including paragliding,
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Report and pictures: Chris Fletcher

scuba-diving in the Indian Ocean, white
water rafting on the Tana river, game drives
and even a camel safari.

The live-firing package, under the super-
vision of Capt Billy Thompson, took place
at Mpala Farm, which offers some of the
most inhospitable terrain in which British
troops can expect to
operate. The area,
festooned with the aptly named “bastard
thorn™ bearing 3in spikes which can pierce
to the bone, is 7,000ft above sea level. With
temperatures rising above 110F, it is a stern
test of stamina and endurance.

In these conditions, lungs are soon gasp-
ing for air and sweat quickly soaks clothing
. . . obstacles easily overcome by the men of
B Company (Gurkha Reinforcement Com-
pany) who had only recently joined the bat-
talion.

It soon became clear that the Gurkhas
were well suited to the climate, an advantage
to which their performance in the attacks
bore testimony.

In stark contrast was the jungle fighting
and survival training, set in steamy under-
growth at Kathendini at the foot of Mount

Left — Camel corps: Ptes
Archie Hunter (in saddle)
and Craig Poole sample one
of Kenya's more exotic
forms of transport

Right — Called to the bar:
Manoeuvring their 105mm
light gun on the ranges at Ol
Pejeta are (from left) Bdrs
Andy Thompson, Robert
Woods and Jason Hind, all
from 25/170 (Imjin) Battery,
19 Regiment RA

Below — Peak practice: Pte
Matt Hoines shared his lofty
perch with a colony of rock
hydrax, rabbit-like rodents
which inhabit the outcrops.
Pte Hoines serves with
Coichester-based 19 Field
Ambulance RAMC, part of
the 1 RS battle group

Kenya. Jocks learned how to build shelters,
squeeze water from vines and protect them-
selves from Africa’s night-time predators.
Once again, the Gurkhas led the way. One
Jock was heard to say: “Only they could
come out of the jungle with more scoff than
they went in.”

Despite a few head-to-heads with ele-
phants, and the ever-present and inquisitive
jungle rats which popped out at night, every
soldier took the instruction to heart . . . and
so managed to survive.

During the Grand Prix season British
Army battalions look to help the local
Kenyan community. The Royal Scots chose
Nanyuki Orphanage, situated close to their
main base camp.

The orphanage cares for more than 150
children in primitive conditions. The battal-
ion was given a grant of £2,000 to spend on
the project and, with a great deal of assis-
tance from 11 Field Squadron RE — the
battle group’s Royal Engineer element — the
orphanage benefited from rewiring, a new

roof and a new lavatory block complete with
proper sanitation.

Many of the Jocks spent their spare time
playing with the children, and the smiles on
the faces of the orphans as they tucked into
the hand-outs of sweets and biscuits from
the soldiers’ ration packs spoke volumes.

Summing up the six-week adventure Lt
Col Scott-Bowden said: “These are the best
training grounds in the world. It is challeng-
ing and demanding at these altitudes, and
the requirement for commanders to make

Bush watch: Gurkhas from B Company (Gurkha Rein-
forcement Company), 1 RS, during an assault on the
Mpala Farm ranges

e

Stand by for lift-off: Lt Chris Stewart inflates his
paraglider during adventurous training in the hills
around Mairana Farm

the right decision instantly is tested to the
full.”

As the chequered flag fell on this Grand
Prix, signalling the end of office for the bat-
talion’s CO, he moved on with the knowl-
edge that the men he commanded are
capable of taking on a deployment anywhere
in the world. But then, that’s the Scots for
you.

Indeed, they will be asked to prove it
again next year when 1 RS moves to Seattle,
USA for another six-week exercise.
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FLFHETTU_RTE FORMER HARRIERS HELP TO KEEP SALISBURY PLAIN FOXES IN CHECK
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Right -
Enjoying
the tradi-

tional stir-
rup cup:
from left to
right are
three
retired
Royal
Artillery
officers, Lt
Cols Rob
Stewart,
John Avery
and Nick
Hornby

A-hunting we will go: riders head for Salisbury Plain Training Area

ALIL THE glamour and excitement of a
traditional country hunt was to be seen on
the edge of Salisbury Plain Training Area
when 30 members of the Royal Artillery
Hunt gathered in the village of Orcheston.

Their meeting followed an invitation
from local landowners Maj Sarah Shep-
herd, R Signals, and Maj Fred Southey
REME, who told the hunt that he had lived
in the area for four years, during which he
had lost many ducks to foxes.

“Hunting on the Plain is fast, and vou
need a good horse to keep up,” said former
Master Lt Col John Jago. “You also need a
horse that is capable of avoiding all the shell
holes, which can make hunting with the RA
quite exciting.”

The 90,000 acres of the training area is a
Site of Special Scientific Interest and pro-
vides a wonderful wildlife habitat.

Maj Jonathan Seed, the Master of the
Hunt, said: “Ten years ago, when hunting
was suspended in the artillery impact area,
local farmers and residents demanded that
hunting be reinstated as the fox was using
the impact area as a safe haven and becom-
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ing a real problem to
the surrounding area. #
“We are sometimes
asked to places where
people have been
feeding foxes, which
creates an even worse
problem for poultry
keepers because, the
night they are not fed e -
is the night they start f P
taking poultry. In this : .
situation I have to cull V.

the rogue foxes. 5 W

“Generally, my aim
is not to kill every fox
but to keep the popu-
lation to a healthy and acceptable level.”
Before setting off, the riders enjoyed the
customary stirrup cup, a glass of port
designed to set everyone up to jump the
four fences leading out on to the Plain. As
in all good military operations, this was
preceded by an “O” group at which the
Master told the field what ground he was
expecting to cover during the day. He also

=

Pictures: Capt Wendy Morton
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Above —
Cheers: Maj
Fred Southey
offers a stirrup
cup to Maj

\ Jonathan Seed,

=| the Master of
the Hunt

Left — Showing
off: Lantern,
the top dog,
reveals her
best side

gave a range safety brief as guns were live-
firing in some areas on the same day.

The RA Hunt’s Master and two whip-
pers-in, Bdr Sruart Sharp and Michael
Stokes, wear green coats in recognition
of the fact that the hunt was founded as
a harrier hunt after hares. The Field Mas-
ter wears a red coat while most of the
subscribers don black coats. Tweed jackets
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are also quite acceptable. The
Field Master , who is responsi-
ble for looking after the field, is
likely to send off to point or
road safety duty anvone chat-
ting too loudly at a crucial
time.

A typical day’s hunting goes
on until after dusk, five or six
hours after the meet. If, before
then, a rider — or horse -
becomes too tired to continue,
it is considered good etiquette
to bid the Master goodnight
before retiring. This is often

more simply said than done: if 2223228.”

“The Royal Artillery
Hunt goes out of its
way to encourage
people to get out
for a day’s hunt-
ing,” said Lt Col
Nick Hornby, the
honorary secretary.
“If anyone would
like to find out
more about it | can
be contacted in my
office on 01985

Artillery at Bulford. During
the Second World War the
hunt turned from harriers to
foxhounds. It celebrated its
50th year of fox-hunting last
year.

The kennels in Bulford,
erected by private subscription
in 1937, are maintained entire-
ly at private expense. In those
days most of the Army’s guns
were pulled by horses.

Hunting stll provides a
change of scene for the Army’s
ceremonial horses and its sol-
diers, a fact recognised by all

the hounds are still on the scent
it can be difficult to catch up with the
Master long enough to speak to him.

The RA Hunt is run by members of the
military in their spare time. It dates from
the turn of the century, when a pack of har-
riers was given to the officers of the Royal

the mounted units, and espe-
cially the King’s Troop RHA, whose horses
and men are often seen out with the RA
Hunt.
It meets twice a week on Wednesdays
and Saturdays throughout the season,
which lasts from September to March.

AR
Correspondents’ queries
answered by fellow readers

TA Efficiency Medal

Q: Can anyone explain the qualifications

for the Efficiency Medal (Territorial)?
(F O'Toole, Feb 3).

A: THE Efficiency Medal replaced the earlier
Volunteer Long Service Medal, the Colonial
Auxiliary Forces Medal, the Militia and Spe-
cial Reserve Long Service Medals, and the
Territorial Efficiency Medal.

The medal was awarded to officers and
other ranks of the Territorial Army who were
on the active list of that force on September
2, 1939 and who had completed 12 years’
service. Clasps on the ribbon were awarded
for 18 and 24 years’ service.

As the Second World War lasted nearly six
years, and war service was reckoned as
double, almost everyone in the Territorial
Army on September 2, 1939 and still serving
when the war ended was eligible for the
medal. — Brian Jewell, Harrogate, N Yorks.

PERHAPS like Mr O'Toole, | served with a
TA regiment during the Second World War
but | did not serve in the TA, for which tech-
nically it was not possible to serve — it had
been embodied on September 3, 1939 with
the Regular Forces.

Qualification for war service to count
double was that “the individual had to be
serving on September 2, 1939 and embod-
ied or called out for service after that date,
may reckon such from September 3, 1939 or
such later date, until the last day of release
leave allowed under Demobilisation Regula-
tions 1945 at double qualifying service
towards TD/TEM and clasps”.

For those who earned their entitlement
through six hard years of constant war in
France, Africa, Burma, Italy, NW Europe and
Far East | have nothing but praise — they are
survivors who can be proud, remembering
also those who never returned.

It was not possible to enlist in the TA after
September 3, 1939. We volunteered or were
conscripted into the Regular Forces for
wartime, not the TA.

The TA was re-formed and re-started in the
UK on April 1, 1947, for which 12 years’ vol-
untary, efficient and continuous service was
needed to qualify, with bars for each addi-
tional six years after the initial award. - A F
Brocklehurst, Penarth, Glamorgan.

Evacuation vessels
M P Cocker (Feb 3) states that members of
the Merchant Navy are refused membership
of the Royal British Legion. This is incorrect:
MN men and women are most welcome.
With regard to casualties, he should have
mentioned the losses of gunners on defen-
sively-equipped merchant ships (DEMS) —
RN gunners 2,713, Maritime RA 1,222. -EJ
Craske (ex-DEMS gunner), Peterborough,
Northants.

Service numbers

FURTHER to other replies on the subject of
Army numbering, in National Service days
when the system was changed to 2000xxxx

® Turn to Page 33
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Normandy heroes
'sign up’ old Gurkha

OUR story (Sept 30) about an
“Adopt-a-Gurkha” appeal struck a
chord with members of West
Sussex branch of the Normandy
Veterans' Association. A case of
one bunch of old heroes support-
ing another . . .

They responded by sending off
a cheque for £120, and pledging
to do so “each year as long as we
can.” All the West Sussex veter-
ans are in their seventies.

Now they have a photograph of
the man whose family will benefit
from their generosity.

Ex-Rfn Chandrabahadur Pun,
also in his seventies, enlisted in
the 2nd Gurkhas in 1941, served
throughout the Second World War
and was discharged in 1947.

A widower with two sons and a
daughter, he is no longer able to
support himself or his family and
for the past six years has depend-
ed on the Gurkha Welfare Trust for
a small income.

Last year the trust appealed for
individuals and units to support its
sponsored pensions scheme for
the thousands of destitute Gurkha
ex-Servicemen and widows living
in Nepal.

By covenanting £10 a month,
the trust can ensure a welfare
pension is paid to a named individ-
ual on a sponsor’s behalf.

Jim Tomsett, fundraising direc-
tor of the Gurkha Welfare Trust,
said 1,000 of the 10,900 ex-sol-
diers and widows who the trust
supports have so far been “adopt-
ed"” by units or individuals, many of
them in the same age group as the
Normandy veterans.

Further details and sponsorship
and deed of convenant forms are
available from the Gurkha Welfare
Trust, Third Floor, 88 Baker Street,
London W1M 2AX (tel 0171-707
1925; fax 0171-707 1929).

Chandrabahadur Pun, with his
Army Service number. Because
many Nepalis have the same or
similar names, the Gurkha Wel-
fare Trust uses the prized Army
numbers to ensure pensions
are paid to the right person

Mappers
on track to
celebrate

MILITARY Survey, the branch of
the Royal Engineers responsible
for providing geographic support
to the Armed Forces, will be cele-
brating its 250th anniversary
throughout the latter half of this
year.

Main celebrations are launched
in early July when the historic
Hounslow Baseline will be re-
measured by soldiers using the
satellite-aided Global Positioning
System (GPS). The baseline,

which stretches roughly between
Hampton and Heathrow, created
great excitement when it was
drawn in 1791, forming the basis
for the first scientific survey of
Britain.

Other events planned include a
high-altitude climbing expedition
in the Andes, and an anniversary
weekend at Hermitage, near New-
bury, over the weekend of Sep-
tember 13-15.

The celebratory momentum
continues throughout the autumn,
climaxing in an evening at the
Royal Geographical Society on
December 3.

Biggest party of the year is cer-
tain to be the weekend event at
Hermitage, which will culminate in
the Corps of Royal Engineers
being awarded the Freedom of
Newbury.

Admission to the party is strictly
by invitation. If you served in Mili-
tary Survey and you have not yet
heard from the Director, contact
the anniversary project managers
through Gordon Wood Associ-
ates, 1 Majorca Avenue, Andover,
Hants SP10 1JW.

Souvenirs of the occasion will
include reprints of some of Military
Survey’s rare and historic maps.

I Military vintage vehicle
enthusiasts who have
enjoyed the annual Over-
lord exhibition at South-
sea should note that the
show is moving a few
miles north, to a new site
just off the A3 at Long-
moor Camp near
Liphook.

Dates of the 1997 show
are May 24-26. General
enquiries to the Military
Vehicle Trust’s Chris
 Davies on 01705 241911.

=

IT DOESN'T have to be War and
Peace (it must be considerably
shorter, for a start) but an original
work of fact or fiction could win a
Soldier reader £1,000.

The Ex-Services Mental Wel-
fare Society and the Royal
Armouries are sponsoring a short
story competition, fiction or non-
fiction, on one of the following
three themes: Military Life,
Wartime, Peace.

It is open to all (not just Soldier
readers) and entries, which must
be no longer than 1,000 words,
should be sent to: Competition
Secretary, Ex-Services Mental
Welfare  Society, Broadway
House, The Broadway, Wimble-
don, London SW19 1RL,

The entries should arrive there
S

Write on!
£1,000 for

best story

by November 28 at the latest and
be accompanied by a £5 entry fee
(€4 donation and £1 to cover
administration).

A panel of distinguished judges
will select the best entry, which
will be advertised in the Daily
Telegraph on Christmas Eve.
Winning author and family will be
invited to a prize-giving at the

™

Royal Armouries Museum in
Leeds on December 29.

The Ex-Services Mental Wel-
fare Society (Combat Stress)
looks after 4,000 casualties of the
Second World War and all the
campaigns since, including the
Gulf and Bosnia.

The Royal Armouries has three
establishments - the Royal
Armouries, HM Tower of London
(Tower history), Royal Armouries
Museum, Leeds (arms and
armour) and Royal Armouries,
Fort Nelson, near Portsmouth
(artillery).

Its Leeds museum, opened by
the Queen a year ago, is already
proving to be one of the most
popular paying museums outside
London.
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L1)YEARS AGO

From Soldier, March 1947

SMALL TALK

The Daily Mirror has been
trying to find out who made
the longest telephone call.
Record is claimed by a
Gunner Rogers, of Chapel-
en-le-Frith, who says that
while on a gun-site he talked
from 7pm to 8am on a private
line to a telephonist on an
adjoining site, thus helping to
keep both of them awake.

>Z3YEARS AGO

From Soldier, March 1972

CLEANING THE CREST

As a farewell gesture to Hong
Kong on leaving to join the re-
formed 2nd Battalion in Edin-
burgh, F Coy, Scots Guards
has refurbished its crest
carved on the hillside a few
hundred yards from the
border of the New Territories
with the Chinese mainland.
The 2nd Battalion carved its
name and regimental star 44
years ago to make a landmark
which inspired the local name

of Crest Hill.

Badge set is
MoD Police
brainwave

FOUR charities are to benefit from
sales of a set of historic MoD cap
badge tie-tacs which the Police
Insignia Collectors’ Association in
Northern Ireland has put together.

Every penny from proceeds of
the £12 sets will go to good
causes, including Brainwave, the
charity for the treatment of brain
tumours.

For information about the tie-tac
badges, which include the insignia
of the modern MoD Police and the
long-gone Admiralty Civil Police;
the Royal Marine Police; the War
Department Constabulary and
Army Department Constabulary;
and the Air Constabulary and the
Air Force Department Constabu-
lary, contact Const Roy Davidson,
MoD Police, HMS Caroline, BFPO
806 (tel 01232 739880 ext 245).

J Former members of the 12th
Battalion, The Devonshire Reg-
iment (6th Airborne Landing
Brigade) and their families are
being sought for an eight-day trip
to the unit's battle grounds in
north Germany during the final
stages of the Second World War.
The pilgrimage starts from Ham-
minkeln, site of the battalion’s
glider-borne landing, and ends at
Wismar on the Baltic coast.

Details from Ada Follett, Rose-
mount, Exmouth Road, Exton, nr
Exeter, Devon EX3 0PQ (tel
01392 874596).

Picture: Imperial War Museum

TO THE readers of the Daily
Worker and the Evening Stan-
dard, as well as to his friends,
he was known as Gabriel.

To the Army and readers of
Soldier he was the genial and
popular Sgt Jimmy Friell, cre-
ator of the squaddie cartoon
character Smudger in the
early, end-of-war days of the
magazine.

Jimmy, who died aged 84 on
February 4, rose from the
impoverished surroundings of
his Glasgow birthplace to

Jimmy Friell working on an illustration for Soldier in 1945

Gabriels Last Post

become one of the foremost
political cartoonists of his
time, in the same league as
Low and Vicky.

Though not party-minded,
his cartoons were a devastat-
ingly effective weapon in a
working-class crusade and he
adopted the name Gabriel “as
one blowing the last trumpet
on a dying capitalist world”.

Towards the end of his
wartime Army service, when
pre-demob men with the
appropriate skills were recruit-

“This is a fine time to be show

# & ing offl” ... Smudger, a car-
toon character created by Friell

T

ed to staff the new Soldier,
Jimmy’'s talents were har-
nessed to join a team of artists
which included SSgt Frank
Finch, still contributing to the
magazine to this day.

After the war Jimmy
returned to the Worker, which
he had originally joined in
1936, but he left with others
similarly disillusioned by the
Soviet invasion of Hungary in
1956.

He later spent five years with
the Standard.

APRIL
26: British Model Soldier Soci-
ety annual show, New Con-
naught Rooms, Great Queen
Street, Holborn, London.

MAY

24-26: Overlord historic military
vehicle show, Longmoor Camp,
Liphook, Hants.

JUNE

4-5: Floodlit Beating Retreat by
Massed Bands of Household
Division, Horse Guards, 9.30pm.
Tickets on 0171 839-5323.

14: Queen’s Birthday Parade,
Horse Guards (Major General's
Review, May 31; Colonel’s
Review, June 7).

21: Sherborne Military Tattoo,
Sherborne Castle, Dorset, in aid
of Poppy Appeal and Army
Benevolent Fund. Includes dis-
plays by White Helmets, PWRR
freefall parachute team, D and
D Band, QGR Pipes and
Drums, 9 Para Sgn RE, and
AAC helicopters.

JULY

15-27: Royal Tournament, Earls
Court. Ticket information on
0171 244-0244,

SEPTEMBER

6-7: Berwick Military Tattoo, The
Barracks, Berwick-upon-Tweed,
8pm. Proceeds to Service char-
ities.

13-15: Military Survey 250th
anniversary weekend, Her-
mitage, and Newbury Freedom.
OCTOBER

24: Royal British Legion Isle of
Thanet Festival of Remem-
brance. Tickets: 01843 292882.

® 7o include public events in

this diary, contact the Editor.

RGJ Association (West Mid-
lands Branch): Social and games
evening planned on April 18.
Former and present RGJ person-
nel welcome. Details from P J
Knight on 0121 427 7758.

38th (City of London) Field Reg-
iment RA Association: Reunion
on April 28 at Victory Services
Club, London. Details: Frank
Flack, 22 Camborne Way, Houn-
slow, Middx TW5 OPW (tel 0181
570-5267). News from members
welcome.

Battersea Army Cadets (1942-
97): Reunion planned for May 17
at the Drill Hall. Details: John
McNeil, Army Cadet League, 27
St John's Hill, Clapham Junction,
London SW11 1TT.

Royal Engineers Association
veterans weekend, June 13-15,
Ripon, N Yorkshire. Details: Bill
Rudd, Flat 1, Dengarth, 8 Spring-
field Avenue, Harrogate, N Yorks
HG1 2HR (01423 536191).

Combined Ex-Services Associ-
ation of Bridlington: Reunion
and conference takes place at
Bridlington on June 13-15. Contact
Margaret Whittlesea, 6 Springfield

Avenue, Bridlington YO15 3AA.

3 RSME Regiment: Reunion for
past training NCOs who served
within training regiments at Gibral-
tar Barracks planned for July 3-5.
Contact WO1 (RSM) N J Burke
RE, 3 RSME Regt, Gibraltar Bar-
racks, Blackwater, Camberley,
Surrey GU17 9LP (tel Hawley Mil
(726) 3271 or civil 01252 863271).

Hong Kong: To mark the han-
dover to China, a tri-Service
buffet-dinner reunion for anyone
who served in Hong Kong in
recent years is planned for July 5

To coincide with the centenary of
the Royal Army Medical Corps,
Cpl Derek Blackburn, c/o 1 Armd
Fd Amb, BFPO 30, seeks histori-
cal information on the long associ-
ation between the corps and the
RAOB, which provided ambu-
lances during the First World War.
In recent years there have been
lodges in military hospitals, some
called the Rod and Serpent. Chief-
tain and Stag Lodge RAOB is
planning a party in Germany for all
serving members who have

at the Royal Sailors’ Home Club,

Queen Street, Portsmouth.
Cheques (£12 a head) payable to
M L Rutley, 36 Albermarle
Avenue, Elson, Gosport, Hants
PO12 4HU by March 20. Details
on 01705 501083.

RE Darland Association 1939-
41: 17th reunion on Sept 5 at King
Charles Hotel, Gillingham, Kent.
Details: Jim Winchester, 8 Durham
Road, Luton LU2 ORB.

26 EFTS Guinea Fowl, Southern
Rhodesia: 14th reunion weekend
at the Falcon Hotel, Stratford-
upon-Avon, Sept 26-28. Details:
Chas Price, 200 Roundhills,

served in Bosnia. Contact Cpl
Blackburn for details.

New branch of the National
Malaya and Borneo Veterans’
Association is opening in Lin-
coln. Associate membership open
to spouses and widows/widowers.
Civilians held captive during
Japanese occupation also wel-
come. Details: J W Martland, 86
De Wint Avenue, Lincoln, Lin-
colnshire LN6 7DZ. The associa-
tion also has a new branch in

Waltham Abbey, Essex EN9 1UN.

56 Signal Squadron (V): Reunion
dinner at Eastbourne on Oct 4.
Details: PSAO, TA Centre, Sea-
side, Eastbourne, E Sussex BN22
7NL (tel 01323 728116).

Infantry Boys/Junior Leaders’
Battalion: Third annual reunion
dinner, Oct 18, at 5 RGJ Training
Centre, Milton Keynes, for former
boys/junior leaders who served at
Tuxford, Harrogate, Plymouth and
Oswestry. For details send sae to
Howard Johnson, 35 Maes-y-Sarn
Pentyrch, Cardiff CF4 8QQ or tel
01222 891274.

Bristol which meets monthly.
Details from Jack Spackman, 34
Lydiard Croft, Hanham, Bristol
BS15 3LT (tel 0117 9613121).

London Irish Rifles Regimental
Association seeks ex-soldiers
from the 3rd Battalion to swell its
numbers. Write to A J Batchelor,
Membership Secretary, London
Irish Rifles Regimental Associa-
tion, Duke of York’s HQ, King's
Road, Chelsea, London SW3
4S8A.
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Brigade turned frightened

boys into clear-eyed men

THE combined efforts of
LCpl Paul Keetley and Peter
Caddick-Adams have pro-
duced a comprehensive and
illuminating history of 143rd
Infantry Brigade.

Three years of spare-time
research by LCpl Keetley
formed the basis from which
Peter Caddick-Adams has pro-
duced a history of essential
reading for all who have an
interest in 143 Brigade in par-
ticular and the Territorial
Army in general. Indeed it is an
important link in the history of
the Army in the 20th century.

An account of an Army unit
could so easily end up as a list
of events, people and dates but
in this book, the extensive use
of quotes from personal letters
home and war diaries brings it
to life in a most vivid way.

An enjoyable read as well as
an important historical docu-
ment, it is well illustrated with
more than 70 photographs,

HARGREAV

Telephone: 01705 822436

By God They Can Fight! A Histo-
ry of the 143rd Infantry Brigade
1908-1995 by Peter Caddick-
Adams. Published by 143 (West
Midlands) Brigade. Copies avail-
able, price £10 (inc p&p), from
Capt (Retd) Ben Parry, G1/G4, HQ
143 (WM) Brigade, Copthorne Bar-
racks, Shrewsbury, SY3 8LZ. All
proceeds to the Army Benevolent
Fund and other charities.

drawings and maps. The book
is unusual in that it is the histo-
ry of a brigade rather than a
division or regiment. To the
average soldier, the brigade has
been the haziest level of com-
mand — it doesn’t provide food
or bullets; strategy and war
orders come from division, so
what does the brigade do? By
God They Can Fight! illustrates
well the vital role of the brigade
throughout its history.

It also provides an insight to
the development of Britain’s
social history.

Today there is concern about
the physical condition of
recruits. In 1910 52.2 per cent
of Regular Army recruits were
rejected on medical grounds.
In 1900, the minimum height
requirement had to be reduced
from 5ft 3in to 5ft “because of
the declining health of the
working classes™.

As one brigade officer put it:
“The skinny, sallow, shambling,
frightened boys were unrecog-
nisable after six months of good
food, fresh air and physical
training . . . they put on an aver-
age of one inch in height and
one stone in weight, becoming
handsome clear-eyed yvoung
men.”

By God They Can Fight! is a
thoroughly readable history of
a largely TA-based brigade
illustrating the vital role played
by the Territorials in two world
wars and their continued
major contribution to today’s
Army. - JRCG

World Radio TV Handbook
1997 edited by Andrew G Sen-
nitt. Re-designed, 560-page
edition of the radio enthusiasts’
“bible” includes hour-by-hour
guide to 1,000 broadcasts in
English. Billboard Books, £19.95.

Napoleon’s Line Cavalry
Recreated in Colour Pho-
tographs by Stephen E
Maughan. Enlightening histori-
cal text, enhanced by 180
colour photographs taken
during four seasons of re-
enactment events all over
Europe, add up to a handsome
96-page volume. European
Militaria Special No 10, pub-
lished by Windrow & Greene,
£12.95.

The Imperial War Museum
Book of the War at Sea 1939-
45 by Julian Thompson. Excel-
lent history, strong on
eye-witness accounts and writ-
ten with museum backing by
the man who commanded 3
Cdo Bde in the Falklands. Sidg-
wick & Jackson, £15.99.

War Beneath the Sea by Peter
Padfield. Submarine conflict,
1939-45, by one of our fore-
most naval historians. Pimlico,
£14.

~WITH ORDERS OF 25 GARMENTS OR MORE

L

e

EPLOYED

e NO HIDDEN COSTS * FULLY STOCKED SERVICE

SWEATSHIRTS © T-SHIRTS = POLO SHIRTS
RUGBY SHIRTS - DRILL TOPS AND TRACK SUITS

Hargreaves Promotions Ltd., Rodney Road
Fratton Industrial Estate, Portsmouth, Hants PO4 8SY

Class warfare . .. an

] 8 t
MONTY wore battle dress tai-
lored in finer wool than the
standard issue, two cap
badges, and a gold chain
draped between the pockets of
his blouse.

Earl Mountbatten of Burma
wore lead weights in the right
inside pocket of his tailcoat to
counter-balance the decora-
tions on his left breast. His
waistcoats were designed so
that he could pull them on over
his head and he was among the
first to have his trouser fly
zipped instead of burtoned.

In the Gulf, Gen “Stormin’
Norman” Schwarzkopf wore a

Two cap badges: Montgomery
watch on each wrist, one pre-
sumably showing Washington
ume.

These examples of top brass
demonstrating quirks of indi-
viduality are among many mil-
itary references made by
ex-soldier Christopher Egerton-
Thomas in the amusing and
instructive Class . . . And How
1o Get It.

With 14 books and many TV

Seeing
beauty
In the

beasts

OLD British Army truckies
who worked with those mighty
beasts, the Pioneers, Explor-
ers and Constructors in the
Forties and Fifties should pre-
pare for a surprise.

Lizzie and Pat Ware have
given them the pin-up treat-
ment in their new photo-book,
The Military Scammell lllus-
trated (see picture).

Starting from the premise
that, at least in their eyes, the
classic Scammell “is an
extremely photogenic truck”
they decided to publish a set
of photographs of restored
and unrestored military vehi-
cles to satisfy an increasing
demand for more published
material on the old “heavies”.

“As soon as we began the
photography, it was obvious
there was something special
about the way that patterns of
light and shade fell across
those huge, imposing Scam-
mell radiators, and into the
angles and planes of the
simple, unpretentious cab and
bonnet,” they enthuse.

And, as if plugging the latest
release by a film icon or pop
band, they add: “This is a must
for all Scammell fans.”

In 96 square-format pages
the book features 158 colour
pictures of more than 50 vehi-
cles seen at rallies and vehicle
gatherings in Britain and
mainland Europe over the past
decade. There is also a 12-

Two watches: Stormin’ Norman
and radio appearances to his
name his writing has a stylish,
authoritative ring which lends
weight to his views on class at
every level.

Egerton-Thomas offers 15
chaprters on how to achieve dis-
tinction and success, and seek-
ers of a higher social status will
find in his book a splendid mix
of wit and wisdom.

So far as the Army and the

page potted history of the
models, with mono pictures.

The book is available from
Warehouse Publications, Croy-
don, CRO 1BT at £13.50 (£14
overseas), including p & p (tel:
0181-681 3031).

Too heavy: Mountbatten

other Services are concerned,
it could well be listed as essen-
tial reading for those aspiring

to become officers
NCOs.

The book is a breezily-writ-
ten series of do’s and don’ts —
from the rules on smoking,
drinking, chewing gum and sex
(not all at once, of course) to
holding your knife and fork
fork correctly.

To quote again from the
chapter on men’s dress — the
author is red hot on uniforms
and formality — he tells how
Prince Charles was once sent
by his father (also a stickler for
dress etiquette) to change his
shoes. The Prince, in Army
uniform, was wearing naval-
style footwear.

“To the trained eye these
things glare,” writes Egerton-
Thomas, who has earnest mes-
sages to impart. Bad habits and
behaviour which are obvious
(to others) are flagged-up
through the book as “SIK”
spontaneous interest Killers.

Despite its serious themes,
the book is a hoot and a joy to
read. Take the case of the OC

Class ... And How to Get It by
Christopher ~ Egerton-Thomas.
Brighton Publishing, paperback,
£9.99.

- Or even

Palace Guard who, invited to
dine with the Queen and
Duke, arrived wearing an ordi-
nary shirt with his mess jacket.

Said the Duke: “Aren’t you
supposed to wear a winged
collar with that rig?”

“Only on special occasions,
Sir,” the man replied.

One last tip — and there are
hundreds — is never to wear a
flower in your lapel after 6 pm
unless you’re in evening dress . . .

In his Army days Egerton-
Thomas once gave two young
sergeants elocution lessons. An
unlikely scenario? Not neces-
sarily.

His two pupils are now both
majors.
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A Family of Boys in
Ashby-De-La-Zouch,

Leicestershire

ASHBY GRAMMAR SCHOOL (est 1567)
has boarding places for 30 boys (10-18). School House
offers a happy family community, a sound education, a
busy social and sporting life, a successful Sixth Form and
the security of 400 years of professional service.
Close to the M1, M42 and East Midlands Airport
* Fees below Services Allowance
* Weekly boarding available
* Admission by interview not examination
* Top ‘A’ level pass in Leicestershire 1994

*

For a prospectus or more information please telephone:

KEVIN MACDONALD on (01530) 413759

i .
Boarding and Day School for boys and girls aged 3-13 years.
Full, weekly and flexible boarding from aged 7 for boys and girls.

A happy, caring community where children are encouraged to develop
their individual strengths to the full. Excellent academic record with
strong spartingﬂmt'cal and drama traditions.

Discounts
All children of Service families are accepted for Boarding School Allowance
plus one ninth. The Amount payable above the BSA is currently £221 a
term for those under 11 and £262 a term for those over 11.

You cannot afford not to send your children to this school!
Can you afford not to send them?
For further details please write or telephone:
RTM Lindsay MA, Headmaster,
The Preparatory School, Sherborne, Dorset DT9 3NY.
Tel: 01935 812097

INSTRUCTORS - MicroQuiz can convert:

[*] Computer slide presentations into 35mm Slide Presentations

| Lesson viewfoils into new style computer slide presentations

M
["] Lesson viewfoils, or notes, into 35mm Slide Presentations
"] Photographs to 35mm slides or vice-versa

o

| Video screen images to slides, computer disks or photographs.

“Work with the best presentation” MicroQuiz,
at realistic prices. 35 Shrewsbury Road,
Contact MicroQuiz on; Worksop,
Phone/fax: 01909 479603 Nottinghamshire, S80 2PA

Services normally cost less than £1 per Slide/OHP/Image

NEED A CV?

For free details contact the
specialists in FORCES' CVs
(Established 1981)

NORTH SEA MEDICAL CENTRE
3 Lowestoft Road, Gorleston,
Great Yarmouth, Norfolk NR31 65G

OFFSHORE MEDIC Forces Dep.
TRAINING Yot

B73 6PA
0121-355 2167

SERVICES |

Are you SRN, SEN, CMT1 or RMAL,
about to leave the Services and interested
in working as an Offshore Medic?

Course commences: May 1997

MOFFATS SCHOOL
for BOYS & GIRLS 4 to 13 +

A happy family school in beautiful countryside
on the SHROPSHIRE/WORCESTERSHIRE border
proud of our long association with Service families

® Over 90% of our pupils are full boarders

* Small classes; high all-round achievement without stress

* Expert help and support for dyslexia and other special needs

® Classwork balanced by many activities incl. music, art & drama

* All games and riding taught in our 100-acre grounds

* Qur own escorts to and from major stations and all U.K. airports

* Hospitality and fun for children in at half-terms and exeats

¢ INTELLIGENCE CORPS SCHOLARSHIP & SERVICE BURSARIES

Kinlet Hall
Nr Bewdley Tel: (01299) 841230

Wores DY12 3AY

ST. DUNSTAN’S ABBEY

PLYMOUTH

Day and Boarding School for Girls
4—18 years
Termly, weekly and occasional boarding in
newly refurbished single study bedrooms.
The school has a long tradition of providing education
for children of forces familjes.
For further information write to:

St. Dunstan’s Abbey School,
North Road West, Plymouth PL1 5DH.
Tel: 01752 663998 Fax: 01752 260106
Reg Charity no 306736

o]:]

IMPACT C.V.’s

WILL GIVE YOU THAT IMPRESSION YOU NEED

Written for Servicemen/women by Ex-Servicemen.
(A Graduate BSc Hons & Qualified Professional Engineer.)
We know your requirements and those of civilian employers.

Why is your C.V. important

A C.V.is a precis of your career. It is a key document before, during and after
interviews. It is a self marketing aid, not just a history.
Impeccably presented to maximise your potential,
it will be bound and ready to send off.
We Offer:
@ Very competitive prices ® Fax service ® Free covering letter if required
For info pack: Tel: 0973 634902 (Answering Service)
leave your name, address and contact Tel. no. if available.

Please mention SOLDIER when

Or write to: Impact C.V.’s, P.O. Box 4031 Dunstable LU5 4ZP.
T _1
- for Military replying to advertisements

r
C Vs personnel

Professionally prepared. Compelling styles.
Quality content. Impeccable presentation.
Competitive price. Nation/World-wide service,
Laser printing. Free client CV storage.
CVs for Military/Civilian jobs, Resumes,
Updates, Application Letters, etc.

SERVICE - CV

Dept (A), 2 TERN GARDENS,
PLYMPTON, PLYMOUTH. PL7 3HZ

LTeirFax 01752 - 344842 (24 hrs) )

WANTED

SALES REP /UNDERWRITER

Multi-national company with 900,000
UK customers requires competitive and
self-disciplined individuals aged 23+ for
positions as:
Sales Rep/Underwriter
based in either Kent, Sussex, Hampshire

or Surrey established territories to call on
existing customers and open new
accounts.

% No experience necessary

MILITARY CV SERVICES

The original CV service for HM Forces:
established in 1984

(Statutory training is required prior to
employment offshore)
This Course is available via Resettlement.
Advice and assistance given on
employment.
To enquire further, contact:
Wendy Riseborough
Tel: 01493 414174
Fax: 01493 656253

D7

C.V. EXPRESS

Confidential Consultations, Advice, Draft &
Master Copies, Free Disc Storage & Re-Type
Services, over 2200 type Fonts and more than 20
different Media Presentation types available.
Complete package providing Unbeatable Quality.

For an Information Pack

please Phone or Write to:

Mr MacDonald
3 Argent Close, Hall Road, Hull,
East Yorkshire HU6 9UA
Tel: 01482 804643 (Open 7 days a week)

A world-wide CV firm run by a former
Army officer and current full-time career
consultant. Past clients include men and
women of all ranks from every part of the
Army.

Full details from:

Anthony Jacques,

66 High View Road,
Guildford, Surrey GU2 5RU

Tel: 01483 823766

DS

* Full training provided
If you would like to earn an income of
£300 per week or more, are ambitious and
looking for a career opportunity then
phone NOW for an initial interview on:

01293 8387305

(24hr ansaphone ),
District Manager COMBINED international

Many of our managers are ex-Army
and Navy people. b1z
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COMPETITION 657

These pictures are from
our Frank Finch cartoon
archives. Find ten differ-
ences in detail and you
could be £50 richer or win
a new book. Circle the
differences in the bottom
picture, cut out the whole
panel, add your name and
address and send to
HOAY 657, Soldier,
Ordnance Road, Aldershot

GU11 2DU by April 4. Do
not include anything else

i~

OBSERVANT
ARE YOU?

in your envelope. More
than one entry can be sub-
mitted but photocopies
cannot be accepted. The
first correct entries drawn
will be the winners. No
correspondence of any
kind can be entered into.
The names of the
winner of the £50 first
prize and two runners-up
(awarded book prizes) will
be announced in the
April 28 issue.

Name : (Give initials and rank or title)

Address :

Competition No 654 (Feb 3 issue): First correct entry
drawn was from Mr A E Barlow, of Brigg, N Lincs, who wins

s\ U £50. Book prizes go to Mr Ronald Willis, of Ipswich, Suf-
(O * [/ folk, and Mr E F Oldfield, of Cowes, IOW. The ten differ-
-4‘-7;.-\_..‘ ences were: lines trailing BL 11; BL 11's aileron, front

- nearside axle, driver’s helmet; smoke pattern, left of
——— e “e . _’;24””" centre; flame pattern, lower left; left-hand and right-hand
Il wheels, car 5; front of shadow below car 5; M on lower

aileron.
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| ° 1

: Subscribe to ;

| :

| SOLDIER |

1 I

I 1

I 1

i The official magazine of the British Arm i

I g y I

I 1

; UK OVERSEAS 5

| 1

i One year £23.00 d One year £32.20 a i

i Two years  £40.00 a Two years  £60.00 Q :

| I

i Send your cheque/PO (made payable to "SOLDIER") to: E

1

! SOLDIER, Ordnance Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU !

| 1

i NAME:. S

| I

| ADDRESS: i

; |

| I

| I

i POSTCODE: TEL: i

| (PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS) 173 |
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Shock value to go.

Large 5" CRT display

¢ Durable
¢ Water-resistant
Inexpensive ¢ 5 year warranty Intelligent battery
multifunction pads / managemenystem
“Combo-paddles” J T ~
for adult and = —
pediatric 1,20
applications

Internal memory
stores last code

Charges from 0 to 360J : e \
in less than 5 seconds

Integral pacing and pulse
oximetry
Easy 1-2-3 operation

Laerdal presents the CodeMaster 100

Advanced Life Support equipment for the ALS Team.

For more information, please call 01689-876634

.'t o7
W

ez
S -y
< 9 - :
. helbing save lives
LAERDAL MEDICAL LTD. Laerdal Hou
his symbol represents the alliance berween Hewlett-Packard and Laerdal

Goodmead Road, Orpington,Kent BR6 0HX.
Tel. 01689 876634, Fax 01689 873800
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SCOTLAND’S newest inf-
antry regiment, The High-
landers, was formed on
September 17, 1994 on the
amalgamation of the Queen’s
Own Highlanders (Seaforth
and Camerons) and The
Gordon Highlanders.

Raised in the late 18th
Century, The Queen’s Own
Highlanders were the descen-
dants of three Highland
regiments: The 72nd
Highlanders, The 78th High-
landers (Ross-shire Buffs)
and The 79th Cameron
Highlanders.

The Gordon Highlanders
descended from two regi-
ments raised in the same cen-
tury: The 75th Regiment and
The 92nd Gordon High-
landers.

The Highlanders vigorous-
ly support the one-regiment
concept of each barttalion
being dependent on each
other: Regular, Territorial
Army and cadet battalions
have strong links and contacts.

The postcard illustrated
here was reproduced from a
watercolour painting by Dou-
glas N Anderson. It shows:

@® Drummer: Full dress.

@ Sergeant: No 2 dress.

A 13-part postcard series on the new regiments and corps of the British Army of the 1990s

THE HIGHLANDERS

(Seaforth, Gordons and Camerons)

@ Different forms of regi-
mental dress.

® Background: Telford’s
Bridge over the River Spey at
Craigellachie.

The drummer is in scarlet
doublet with drummer’s lace;
his kilt is Cameron of Erracht
tartan. He wears the Gordon

THE
HIGHLANDERS

Highlanders’ waist belt buckle
and, though not shown, the
Gordon Highlanders’ dress
sporran.

The sergeant’s No 2 Dress
includes a Gordon tartan kilt.
He wears a Queen’s Own
Highlanders waist belt buckle
and staff pattern sporran.

For details of this and other postcards depicting regiments and corps of the British Army, send SAE to: Geoff White Ltd., 19, Rushmoor Lane, Backwell, Bristol, BS19 3JA.

The background figures
shown are: officer in musketry
order trews (2B); Highlander
in combat fighting order;
Highlander in barrack fatigue
dress; Highlander in No 1
dress ceremonial; and piper in
No 1 dress ceremonial (non-
parade).

4

® From Page 25
onwards, NS and Regulars were
separated in blocks by using the
third and fourth digits.

As an orderly room clerk work-
ing with soldiers’ documents on a
daily basis it was possible to tell
from a man’s number whether he
was a Regular.

When was the present number-
ing system introduced and at what
number? — W G A Deeley, Quin-
ton, Birmingham.

| VOLUNTEERED for a Regular
Engagement (seven years Col-
ours, five Reserve) in March 1945
and was allocated the number
14463322. | was enlisted at Cov-
entry recruiting office and allocated
to the RASC, despite asking for my
county regiment, the Warwicks.
Could the location of joining and
choice of regiment have any bear-
ing on the mystery? — F W Rose,
Portland, Dorset.

WHEN | volunteered for the Royal
Engineers as an MT driver in 1939
(18 months under-age), enlisting in
Burton-on-Trent, | was given the
number 1950652, which | kept until
demob in 1946. — L R Swindale,
Burton-on-Trent, Stafigs

| MR STONE (Feb 3) asked DEAD MAN’S NUMBER

' why his was a “dead man’s
number”. | heard the expression
myself and think | can explain.

Mr Stone’s number was not offi-
cially allocated in September
1943, when the 14-15 million block
of numbers commenced, so in
theory it did not exist.

The first block of numbers,
allocated to the Lowland regi-

ments, ran from 14,000,001 to
14,002,500. The second block,
allocated to the Highland regi-
ments, ran from 14,002,501 to
14,005,000. The third block, allo-
cated to the General Service
Corps, started at 14,200,001 and
ran to 15,000,000.

This left between the second

and third blocks 195,000
numbers that were never
“officially” allocated at the time (nor
have they appeared on any official
list since). Mr Stone's Army
number falls into this block.

My source is British Army Uni-
forms and Insignia WW2 — Part VI,
Appendix 3, Army Numbers. —
Pete-de-Wood, Dulkenerstrasse
61, Germany.

For the record

Miss Sandes’ Homes

IN RESPONSE to the interest
shown in Soldier (Dec 9, Jan 6)
about the Sandes Soldiers’ Home at
Ballykinler, the following may be of
general interest to readers.

In 1852, in response to a lack of
welfare facilities for troops stationed
in Ireland, Miss Elsie Sandes from
Tralee, Co Kerry, opened rooms in
which men could meet for prayer
and Bible readings. Her intention
was to draw them away from the
public houses.

There was to be no charge for
these facilities — all she wanted it to
be was “a home full of light, a home
where they would hear of the only
one who could free them from sin,

and make their lives glad, and
useful and victorious”. By 1898 her
homes had spread to 11 stations in
Ireland and four in India.

Lord Wolsey, appointed C-in-C in
Ireland in 1890, encouraged Miss
Sandes in her work and in 1903 she
was offered a site in the Curragh
Camp in Co Kildare.

Sandes Soldiers’ Home was offi-
cially opened in 1911. The camp
had been established for 10,000
men in 1855 at the same time as
Aldershot, which was designed for
20,000.

Miss Sandes also established
tented homes in South Africa during
the Boer War and by 1910 there
were 31 Sandes Homes in Ireland

and India. The final total in Ireland
was 22.

When lIreland gained indepen-
dence in 1922, 13 of the 16 homes
in Southern Ireland were closed.

At the request of the new C-in-C
of the Irish Army, Gen Michael
Collins, the Sandes Soldiers' Home
in the Curragh Camp remained
open. For one night in 1922 this
Home was shared by soldiers of
both the British and Irish armies.

The Curragh Camp home finally
closed its doors in 1986. It is now
used as a gymnasium by one of the
units stationed in the camp. — Capt
Declan Power, School of Military
Engineering, McDermott Bar-
racks, Curragh Camp, Co Kildare.
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Regimental Blazer Badges, — g 2
Plaques, Car Badges, 1 MICHAEL JAY %
Ties & Key Fobs o A — Tudor Crystal
D] Paraneon UNIFORMS Full Handmade English Crystal
186b Lewes Road, Brighton MADE TO MEASURE
Sussex BN2 3LD OR's and Officers Mess Dress
Tel: 01273 686877 (a.m. only) ., Officers No. 2 Dress

OR’s and Officers No.1 Dress

Officers British Warm Overcoats

THE GOLD WIRE BADGE COMPANY RSl O 8. Biiaers Producing a full range of:  * Stemware

Sports Jack T o . g
SOLD WIRE BLAZER RADGES £10.00 B B Toaeh * Barware * Giftware * Tankards and decanters
FRAMED GOLD WIRE BADGES £12.00 6"x6" ) C .
WHITE COTTON GLOVES £3.50 Lounge Suits All items can be personalised
FAIRBAIRN-SYKES COMMANDO KNIVES .
(Black) £21.50 48Hr. or 2Week Make up Brochure available. Phone: 01384 76152
BLACK BERETS £7.00 i P av Tailorin, - - : Il o - o
SO EAL Tk & DN £8.80 o I“‘I‘ZSE’E]E%;&A“I“Z Hoxinag Tudor Crystal, Unit 7, Coockley Wharf Ind Estate,
WHITE LEATHER GAUNTLETS £19.00 TEL:01378 783 736 FAX01379 763808 Leys Road, Brockmoor, West Midlands DY5 3UP.
ONE-OFFs, A SPECIALITY
11 Dalehead Drive, Shaw,
Oldham, Lancs OL2 8TJ.
Fax/Telephone 01706 846648

YISTA TIES

EMBROIDERED LEISUREWEAR & BADGES

Plus PRINTED T-SHIRTS & SWEATSHIRTS

Embroidere

printed sweats and T-shlrts, min. qty. 36\

BADGES-EMBROIDERED - min. qty. 25

ENAMELLED - min. 100

BLAZER BADGES - min. 5

TIES — Woven - min. 50
Printed - min. 36

Over 300 individual Regimental
designs held in stock in Silk
and Polyester.

TIES

For your own design we offer a

Also . BASEBALL CAPS ) min' 50 free coloured visual by return,
SPORTS BAGS - min. 50 ' Printed or woven designs. !
GOLF UMBRELLAS min 25 2 Polyester, Silk/Polyester or Silk Cloth.

WRITE., PHONE or FAX for colour brochur i eraer & prnes e

E sn to Kilcreggan, Dunbartonshire G84 0JN
MOTIFS

VISTA TIES, 28 HIGH STREET,
MERSTHAM, SURREY RH1 3EA.
TEL: 01737 645113
FAX: 01737 645892

HI-TEC Magnum leather /
i cordura lightweight combat boots,
ideal for lactical use.

Magnum Boots
£40.00

Magnum Sympatex
100% w/proof £70.00
» Magnum All Leather
£50.00

1) Army Issue
Assault Boots
New £39.99

Goretex Army

PRO-BOOTS

Latest issue Goretex severe

Severe weather. Thinsulate.

Goretex. Vibram soles.

weather boots. Speed lace.
Waterproof. Durable
Breathable. Special
once only offer.

RRP £150.00

Bargain £80.00

2

Issue Boot Liners.
(Mid calf length)
New £16.99

Army Issue 80% m
LA .

wool socks. £2.99 & , P =

3

PLCE Bergen 125 | Soldier *95 PLCE DPM Tactical Ops. : LR CRC e genuine MINery
litre. Side pouches | Assault vest. 8 a nrlu} pouches plus 2 large ‘guaranlc\t'. Available
make a 35 litre day map/storage § exclusively from Silverman’s.
patrol pack. Cordura pestiile L3lkion
e . attached inside.
outer, lightweight .
I -h] L 1 size fully
anc "“‘"l _L' . adjustable
Only £145.00 mesh vest,
quick release
Full range of Berghaus and Military fastening . -
e rucksacks i " : : Genuine Issue. 3 ammo, 2 utility i e
I58Ue YUCKSACKS 1 SIOCK. digHs LAl Pouches. Main body of rig is a large General service General service
Berghaus Vulcan £175  Berghaus Munro last. NEW £125.00 storage ared. Built to las with date £68.00 £55.00
torage area. Built to last.
Berghaus Atlas £175 £64.99 Only available Jfrom Silverman’s DPM or Green £47.99 (not including strap - (not including strap -
I18Smm grey £6.99)
= Genuine SAS, The
: 3 b PARA and 1 2
yariele) % & -\ GORETEX Merlin mm? 2
w1 6}]’ \_4)\»—" smocks. Softie 3
Stay Warm ~ _,"\ \ | o All SIZES T sleeping bag.
and comfortable. "L =y - ('NII)UI;R: Insulates down to
Buffalo Sp6 Shirts: £84.99~ Light- zero degrees. Packs
Olive or Black 2 weight very small. £59.99 Pilots Ch h
| T in Shirts | Meooical : J 5 ilots Chronograpl
Original ,\Im!ntam thrlb g T 'ackepts' & i 4 Full range of SnugPak and Military Service 300m Quartz - £220.00
£79.99: Olive : J = ¥ ; ) ; . Water Resistant  Also available with
) oo Issue sleeping bags available. Goretex £199.00 Mech 1
All other Buffalo kit stocked stock o Military Issue Bivvy Bags also in stock. Ll ,L,t,;'., :N?Iu movement)

===
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Joy’s Roses

Fresh flowers sent daily from the nursery
to an address in the U.K. or N.Ireland

Include your own special message
to show that you have your loved one in mind

& Flowers

MILITARY INSIGNIA

32 page illustrated catalogue lists hundreds
and hundreds of British insignia — anodised,
bullion, hackles, DZ flashes, s/titles, Para
wings, officers’ badges, arm bands etc

Also 20 page illustrated French Foreign
Legion catalogue listing ALL
legion insignia.

Send £2 (British)
and £1 (French)

MIKE LAPWORTH
26 SOUTHDOWN ROAD

SEASONAL BOUQUET MIXED - £15.00
SEASONAL BOUQUET - £20.00

Use this advert as an order form

12 ROSES Red/Pink (large) £13.85 j
24 ROSES Red/Pink (large) £18.50 3
12 CARNATIONS Red/Pink/Mixed £12.50 “ ) singles, doubles groups or the MEA
| 40 FREESIA Mixed with fern £14.75 v o Aoh wholeEMeua-d .
lor samples an rices
JOY'S SPECIAL BOUQUETS - - ] ' ;} P ]
Bougquet special mixed — 50 flowers 22, t & 1 - - 5 -
Bouguets/Pink Carnations/Freesia/Fern — 30 flowers £16.50 ag‘ Whichever VOU ¢ hoose .
Roses/Carnations/Freesia/Fern — 30 flowers £17.50 J -THE’SPOT -
Iris (Blue) Carnations/Freesia/Fern - 30 flowers £14.60 o . 1y .
Spray Garnations/Freesia/Fern — 20 flowers £11.50 R ';‘;u’,"";';‘,’,"“"’“ we O_tfei you per sonal
MUCH REQUESTED CUDDLIES N -
SAMMY SEAL (Pure White) (Silver Beige) 27" long £22.65 TN Over 40 Mess Cartoons to date service Clﬂd guar (]'nfé’()d
PINKY MOTHER PIG + 3 PIGLETS (Pale Pink) 10"+ 7" long £24.75 GET THE BEST ¢
BERTIE BADGER (Black & White) 22" long £22.60 SﬂffSﬁICﬁO”
THE PERSONALISED LOVING BEARS 181 - 441 m . .
\ EMBROIDERED WITH YOUR GIFT OF LOVE MESSAGE FOR EXAMPLE v ;
MARY'S TEDDY/RACHEL'S BEAR/WITH LOVE/ALL MY LOVE/ . ]
\\K& i LOVE DADDY/LOVE PHIL/LOVE TOM/LOVE MUM/LOVE MUMMY ; 2{/ UK tel: 0113 282 6102 ]
¥ No more than 12 letters per line (3 lines only). A space counts as a letter.
Choice of Goloured Jumpers: Dark Blue/Light Blue/Red AB UK fax: 0113 282 1457 ]
WINSTONBEAR  (Gold. Jointed) D/Blue 19" high £27.80 DR .

WINSTON BEAR  (Gold. Jointed) D/B-L/B-Red 14" high £22.75
Prices and order forms available upon request
Prices include P&P + VAT
N.B. Peak periods — flowers may be used from other sources
VISA, ACCESS, and AMEX ACCEPTED - INCLUDE EXPIRY DATE
Please make cheque or P.O. payable to:

‘Joy’s Roses and Toys', Flamingo,
St Sampsons, Guernsey C.l. GY2 4WB

Telephone: (01481) 46708
Fax: (01481) 43406

BRISTOL BS9 3NL

|
i ]
]

i

DRES

- READY MADE

CARICATURES

OR
MADE TO

NAME TAPES

(IN SETS OF SIX TAPES)

ANY QUANTITY SUPPLIED
S.A.E. FOR PRICE LIST.

Lancashire Embroidery &
Insignia Ltd.,
Knowsley Industrial Park North,
Kirkby, Liverpool L33 7SA.
Phone: 0151-546 5161/2

BAOR: 0171 526 1340
or 05751 15087

()

UNIFORMAL
YOUR PERSONAL TAILOR
Van Dungie House, Meynel Avenue, -
. Rothwell, LEEDS LS26 ONU.

PRINTED or Ewnbrocderes.

SAMPLE TO YOUR OWN DESIGN o & ¢/

SHIRT

(On orders of more than 20 shirts)

U.K. MADE OLIVE GREEN
T-SHIRTS, SWEATSHIRTS

POLOSHIRTS AND CAPS,

HUNDREDS OF DESICN
EMBROIDERED HERE
STOCK DESIGNS 7

AVAILABLE.

CREDIT TERMS OR CREDIT
CARD PAYMENT AVAILABLE
TO H.M. FORCES

* T-SHIRTS

* SWEATSHIRTS
* POLOSHIRTS

* RUGBY SHIRTS
* DRILL TOPS

@ |

+ SWEATERS * CAPS 2%

For FREE colour brochure fromk’
the U.K's leading supplier to
H.M. Forces contact:

TEES TOTAL

High Street,Wootton Bassett,

Swindon,Wilts SN4 7AB

(]

= Claim a FREE! Sweatshirt in 1997

Place an order with TEES TOTAL during 1997 of more than 20 garments printed
) or embroidered with a new design and on top of our free sample garment offer
you will also qualify for a free sweatshirt which will be sent with your main order.
— To claim your shirt return this coupon to TEES TOTAL when making your order.
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Ma“ZDa
Tax Free Sales

* Immediate delivery on most models
* Full UK spec * Low,/no deposit finance
* Part exchange * Continental delivery
* 323 from £9,149 % 626 from £9,999
MX5 from £10,0839
EXCLUSIVE EXPORT AGENT FOR
BFG AND BENELUX

POOL AUTOS

7020 Mons, Belgium
Tel: (65) 728836 Fax: (65) 724467
Serving the Services since 1968

Please forward details on:
323[1] 626[] MX3[] MX5[] MXB8[] Xedos[|
Other makes [ ]....ooveiiiii e, LHD/RHD

We offer you the LOWEST PRICES on a wide range of

NEW CARS

Advanced Car Exports
Official PEUGEOT Agents

Please contact: Stan Bateman, Advanced Car Exports,
FREEPOST, P.0. BOX 470, BUSHEY, HERTS WD2 1WD
Tel: 0181-950 0500 (or Fax: 0181-950 8511)

Bd rreﬂ's TAX FREE OR TAX PAID
*
Land THE CLOSEST U.K.DEALER
Rover TO THE CONTINENT

Dedicated PART EXCHANGES WELCOME
Land Rover .

Dealers DEAL DIRECT WITH
Since 1946

THE LAND ROVER EXPERTS

o

Contact ANDREW THRUSH on U.K. 01227 454040

UNBEATABLE
\SERVICE Zm

e German or UK delivery
e RHD or LHD programme
® Used Car Sales in Germany

® Demonstration Vechicles at
Super Savings

o Finance —dm. or Sterling

SOVEREIGN FREEPOST, Station Road, Tidworth, Wilts SP9 7BR

NAME AND RANK .............ccoiommiminimmmmnniasssnsisnsnistsssssatsnsssassensasiassonsandonnsan
ADDRESS

Part exchange details
Country of use

FREEPHONE
INSTANT ACTION

HOTLINE

Germany 0130-8544-96

RAMGERS

PEUGEOT MAIN DEALER
BETWEEN BULFORD CAMP AND LARKHILL

i Forces discounts on full Peugeot

Range*
Finance at competitive rates

A convenient and generous trade-in
facility

WHEN YOU'VE TRIED THE REST
THEN COME TO THE BEST
BUY DIRECT FROM THE U.K.'s No. 1
EXPORT DEALER
Ring Rick Barton 01980 653434, from Germany 0044 1980 653434 or write

to: Rangers TMs, Rangers Garage, FREEPOST, Durrington, Salisbury,
Wilts SP4 8BR, England (ho stamp required).

ISy
[y

POST THIS COUPON FOR OUR FREE INFORMATION PACK
NAME AND RANK
ADDRESS

Part exchange details

Country of use

SOLDIER D8
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ISIOLDTEREVIART

£

% @ INSIGNIA TO UNIT PRI's, REGT. MUSEUMS AND ASSOCIATIONS. &' )
N DUE TO INCREASED DEMAND, WE NOW HAVE A MAIL ORDER

SERVICE AVAILABLE

o~ Please send SAE for hst to 3 o

#72°% VANGUARD BADGES $ P, B

*@} MELLOW END i #é -;i af ,‘g{é

A 3

TRADE ENQUIRIES 573
ALSO WELCOME

MARTYRS LANE

o9sLOUidsxdRine

Shefficld Lnives

The very best of Sheffield’s 700yr old knifemaking history, handmade
by Sheffield mastercraftsmen
Our range includes: Action knives, pruning, yachting , aircrew,
commando*, firefighter’s, smoker’s pen, hiker’s, bosun’s gardening,
survival, electrician’s, etc, etc.
Money back guarantee if not delighted
Free brochure from:
Sheffield FKnibes, BCML (SR1), Glomel House
58-64 Penistone Road, Sheffield S6 3AE. Tel/Fax: 0114 276 9553

*NB we will only supply genuine WW Il Pattern Commando knifes to serving MoD personnel.

MINIATURE MEDALS

o

A Regal Military |
iy Tailors &

€5 The Hallmark of fine military tailoring

A personal handcut tailoring service for Officers and Senior
NCOs.

All uniforms, Mess Dress, suit and blazer requirements are
made to measure and fitted by our craftsmen.

Only regimentally approved materials are used and all work is
carried out on our own premises.

A full range of complementary accessories is offered.
Discount is given on all bulk orders.
Interest free credit.
Contact your personal military tailor:

Germany — Tel: (0541) 2021058
UK — Tel/Fax: 0113 236 1091

Regal Military Tailoring

Return of post Service
Example of prices.-
CB: £32; CBE: £20; MC/DCM/MMW/QGM: £11;
OBE/MBE/BEM: £9; MSM: £10; LS & GC: £6;
Coronation/Jubilee Medal: £8, UN Cyprus: £6;
UN Bosnia: £6; Nato (lfor) medal with clasp.
Former Yugoslavia: £7.50; Accumulated CSM:
£6; S/Atlantic + rosette: £6, GSM G.VI.R. with
clasp: £7; GSM/CSM with clasp: £6; Gulf Medal
with clasp: £6; Second War Stars: £2 each;
Defence/War Medals: £4 each. Miniature

EMBROIDERED & PRINTED

SPORTS & LEISUREWEAR
TEES POLOS SWEATSHIRTS
SWEATERS RUGBY JERSEYS

BASEBALL CAPS TIES

Mounting Bars for D.I.Y. mounting: 1 space —£1;
2-£1.10;3-£1.20,4-£1.30;5-£1.40;6-£1.50;
7-£1.60; 8-£1.80; 9-£2.00; 10 -£2.20.
plus 17.5% V.A.T. and £1 postage
® 7-day medal mounting service for
full-size and miniatures in both ‘ordinary’ and
‘court’ style.
# Full-size medals supplied
® Wire Blazer Badges ® Mess Kit Badges
® Display cases, medal ribbon, mounting
bars, ribbon bars etc.

AND MUCH MORE

FULL DESIGN AND PERSONALISED SERVICE
SEND FOR OUR PRICE LisT

JENKINS KNITWEAR
5 Vernon Place Northern Court
Basford Nottingham NGé ODE
Tel or Fax 0115 927 4469

Competitive Prices. First-class quality and
delivery guaranteed.

Send for comprehensive catalogue to the
Medal Specialists
(26p stamp appreciated):
MINIATURE MEDALS (SM)
30 COVENTRY ROAD, BURBAGE,
LEICESTERSHIRE LE10 2HP.
Telephone: (01455) 239262 o7

GET
PROMOTION!

T-Shirts, Sweatshirts,

Polos, Rugby Shirts,

3¢ Westfield House, Broad Lane, Leeds LS1 3HA o1l

ARE YOU PERMANENTLY ON PARADE /
OR IN THE SPOTLIGHT? IF SO, YOU |/
NEED LEATHER LUSTRE FOR THAT

PERMANENT HIGH GLOSS FINISH

FREEDOM FOR ALL THAT OFF-DUTY TIME
LOST ON SHINING LEATHER IS HERE /

OOKS

AFTER THE

LEATHER LUSTRE is a Space Age formula that /
gives your leather a permanent high gloss finish, /
Not for a week, month or year, but for the life /
of your leather product. You will always be
ready for inspections, details, conventions
or whatever your career may be. When
the shine gets dull or dirty it only requires
dusting, washing with a damp sponge,

or use of common household furniture
polish. It is guaranteed not to crack,

peel, or harm the leather in any way.

Look around you and find the best
looking leather you have ever seen
and you will have found someone
using LEATHER LUSTRE.

This product has been used by law
enforcement, fire and rescue, sports
officials, medical and military
personnel throughout the world.

We will send you an 8 oz can with full
instructions for only £10.50 plus £2.50
for postage and packing and you will |
have enough to do all of your shoes, ,‘-“
belts, boots, etc., with plenty left over. [
For larger orders please ring for trade
prices.

SPECIAL OFFER - BUY 5 TINS AND GET ONE FREE

LEATHER LUSTRE (MIDLANDS) LIMITED, (SM).
Unit 3, Apex Business Park, Walsall Road, Norton Canes, Cannock, Staffordshire
WS113PU. Tel: 01543 450064 FaxL 01543 279738.

....... 8oz cans @ £10.50 per can
INBININE 12 e sasnsasmssussnsss chiissoasinibunt e simsd et o mt shmm aas Total cost of cans
P&P £250percan ............

TOTAL ENCLOSED ............

A AATEES it st critssseriiinie

DISCOUNT AVAILABLE ON LARGER ORDER. SOL 17/03

Hooded Tops,

Singlets,

Baseball Hats, Ties,
Embroidered Badges

& Jumpers, Pennants,

Mugs, Sports Bags & Holdalls,
Jog/Track Suits & Shell Suits.

A S PROMOTIONS
12 Avenue Industrial Estate
Justin Road, London E4 8SU

Telephone: 0181-523 3283
Fax: 0181-531 7298

WORCESTERSHIRE
MEDAL SERVICE

Full size and miniature medals

supplied and mounted for wear

or display. Send for full list of

miniature medals, emblems,
clasps, etc.

25 Golden Cross Lane, Catshill
Bromsgrove, Worcs B61 OLG
Telephone (01527) 835375
Access/Visa welcome

DS

COSTELLO

CIVIL & MILITARY BESPOKE TAILORS
LADIES & GENTS )
MESS DRESS %

SPECIALISTS
INTEREST
FREE CREDIT.

All Accessories
Supplied.
For All Your Uniform.
Suit & Blazer

Requirements
Contact,
284-294 Ley St.
Iiford Essex. IG1 4BS
UK 01814782780
GERMANY 05252 4631



Trouser Blousers
£1.25 for Two

Kit & Equipment
Dept S
3 Balfour Mews
London N9 ONP
(POs/ Cheques to Wakeling) o

GGIMENT,
i;&m\n Britery,

e
Hand Made by Sheffield
Master Craftsmen in many
unique styles and patterns
including:

Tankards, Hip Flasks, Perfume
Sprays, Claret Jugs, Wine
Goblets, Salvers, Pot Pourri Bowls,
Tea, Coffee, Dressing Table,
Shaving, Desk & Cocktail Sets.

Engraving Service of any
crest, badge or name.
Money Back Guarantee
if not delighted.
Free Colour Brochure from
Sheffield Pewterware
BCML Dept (SR1)
Glomel House, 58-64 Penistone Road
Sheffield S6 3AE
Tel/Fax: 0114 276 9553

@ English-made
sweat shirts

® T-shirts single
& multi- coloured
designs
@ Embroidered
V-neck jumpers
also many other items
VISTA SPORTSLTD.
Vista House, 28 High Street, Merstham,
Surrey RH1 3EA.
Tel: 01737 645113 Fax: 01737 645892

SCE HOTLINE
UK 01367 241225

[ Pan Pals ]

REPLIES. To reply to a pen pal, write
a letter and send it to Soldier Magazine
at the address below. The box number
must be CLEARLY written in the
TOP LEFT CORNER of the
envelope. Your envelope must be no
larger than 8" x 4" and should contain
only a letter plus a photograph if
requested. Replies received more than
three months after the cover date and
large, heavy, or poorly addressed
envelopes will not be forwarded.

TO ADVERTISE FOR A PEN
PAL. Please send for details
enclosing a  stamped  self-
addressed envelope to: Soldier
Magazine, Ordnance Road,
Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU.

Hi, my name is Karen. I am 30,
5’8", blonde with blue/grey eyes and
quite slim. I am separated with three
lirtle girls and feel very lonely. Please
reply. P934 06/97

Lisa, 23, 5°2”, with blonde hair and
blue eyes. Interests include horses,
dogs, walking, the cinema, music,
socialising and having fun. Seeking
male pen pals aged 20-30. P935

Colette, 30, 5°, green eyes, short fair
hair and GSOH. Enjoys keep fit,
writing and watching pop groups.
Single mum of two children. Seeking
male pen pals aged 30 to 40. P936 e

Janet, 40ish, 5’4", brown hair and
eyes. A divorcée with no ties, varied
interests and GSOH. Seeking male
pen pals of any age. P937 o607

Monica, 44, 5’47, with fair hair.
Enjoys tapestry, reading, sport, dog
walking, swimming and the cinema.
Seeking pen pals of similar age for
friendship.P938 16197

Sue, 5’6", slim and attractive with
auburn hair. Enjoys music, socialising,
fitness, cookery and living life to the
full. Seeking pen pals aged 30+ with
GSOH and a love of life. P939 06ia7

Patricia, 39, 5’4”, slim with brown
hair and blue eyes. A considerate, fun-
loving lady who enjoys reading, keep-
fit, visiting friends and wartching sport.
Seeking pen pals aged 30-45. P940 o907

Lisa Maria, 27, 5’8”, trendy with
black hair and brown eyes. Enjoys soul
music, pubbing and clubbing, hiking
and having a good time. Seeking male
pen pals with GSOH aged 25-32.
P941 06197

HOTLINE
UK 01367 241225

Jennifer, 30, 5°2”, a nursery nurse
with blonde hair and blue eyes. Enjoys
watching sports, squash, animals and
music. Seeking Servicemen aged 28-35
to write to .P942 06197

Katerina, 39, 5°2”, stylish, attractive
brunette with green eves and a nice
smile. Genuine, nice personality.
Varied interests include country pubs
and walking. Seeking male pen pals
aged 37-47. P943 06197
Melanie, 27, 5°4”, with brown hair
and eyes. Enjoys clubbing, music
(dance), reading, horses and step-
aerobics. Seeking male pen pals with
GSOH. P944 06/97
Tracey, 31, 5’°1”, single mum with
short brown hair. Enjoys nights in or
out, writing, listening to music,
crossword puzzles, and meeting
people. Seeking male pen pals aged 25
-35. P945 06/97
Sharon, 25, 5°2”, a redhead who
enjoys reading, writing lerters, travel,
childminding and going to pubs/clubs
with friends. Seeking male pen pals
aged 25-30. P945 06/97

| Boolks

The Guidebook to joining the
French Legion (currently recruiting
up to 40 yrs of age). The complete and
definitive guide to joining the world’s
élite army. Details include: where to
join, postings within the Legion, a
complete translation of the famous five-
year contract, promotion scales, pay
and conditions, a typical day in the
Foreign Legion, a breakdown of basic
training and weapons and equipment -
for just £13.99 inc post and
packaging. Send cheque/postal order
made out for £13.99 to “Salvo Books”
and send to: Salvo Books, Dept 2275,
PO Box 106, Yelverton, Devon, PL20
6XY. Please allow 28 days for delivery. oso

“Head-dress Badges

of the British Army”
by Kipling and King. The collectors’ Bible.

Volume One (1800-1920) - £65
Volume Two (1920-1995) - £42.50
Post Free
Direct From;
H L & P King, 3 Saxon Croft,
Farnham GU9 7QB.

(Tel. 01252 716303).

Military history books, Please send
SAE for current catalogue. Free spe-
cialist booksearch. McKenzie, Low
Field, Newby, Penrith, Cumbria
CA10 3HB. Tel: 01931 715253. 507

SCE HOTLINE
UK OI1367 241225

Second-hand bookshop requires
books on all subjects, especially mili-
tary history and politics. We collect!
TYLON BOOKS, Merton Abbey
Mills, Merantum Way, London SW19
2RD. Tel: 0181 540 4371. EOI

“Class... and HOW TO GET IT”.
The key to career and social sucess, by
Christopher Egerton-Thomas. Signed
copies available direct from: Brighton
Publishing, PO Box 21 14, Hove, Sussex
BN3 5]W. £10.99 (inc P&P UK &
BFPO) Tel: 01273 414468 for Visa and
Mastercard sales. An ideal present for
the ambitious, “Brilliant...Interest-
ing...Useful Entertaining” (BBC Radio)
REVIEWED IN THIS ISSUE. o

A SOLDIER’S POCKET BOOK”
384 pages include: Basic Battle Skills,
Fieldcraft, Orders. SOPs: Scouts,
Emergency Alarms, Routines in the
Field, Tank Target Indication, Work-
ing with Helicopters, Map Reading &
Orienteering, First Aid, NBC, Adven-
ture Trg, Skill at Arms. Full info on
SABO/LSW, Tests and APWTs,
GPMG Light Roll, Signals, Mines,
MT Driver, Tank and Aircraft Recog-
nition. ISBN 1-874528-02-0. Price
£7.50 (inc p&p UK/BFPO). Trade
terms on application. Available from
selected Naafi Branches, Bookshops or
direct from publishers: MILITARY
POCKET BOOKS, PO Box 28,
Leven, Beverley, East Yorks HU17
5LA. Tel/fax: 01964 542878. I

FREE BOOK CATALOGUE - Mili-
tary, shooting, fieldcraft, outdoor sur-
vival, martial arts and much more.
Send to OQOutdoorsman’s Bookstore,
Unit 27, Monument Industrial Park,
Chalgrove, Oxon, OX44 7RW or
phone 01865 400256

SOLDIER MAGAZINE

.- FaRcE Fon
PRAcK

L B unoEn mew
MANAGEMENT
Back issues of SOLDIER can be ordered
by telephoning 01252 347353 and (if less
than two years old) will cost
£1.25 each inc p&p.
Details of other prices are avaiiable upon
request.

YES. YOU HAVE A COLD. STRIP TD

THE WAIST PLEASE, I''l. BE
BACK IN A MOMENT.
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[ Gars

Absolutely urgent. Wanted - LHD
vehicles. Any condition. Cash buyer.
Tel: 0181-534 4016 or 0181-555
0823. Fax: 0181-534 0033 (10am to
10.30pm seven days). TiC

[ Gars Waatad |

Left-hand drive vehicles urgently
wanted. Any condition. Cash buyer.
Tel: 0181-534 4016 or 0181-555
0823. Fax: 0181-534 0033 (10am to
10.30pm) seven days. e

[ For Sala |

Peter Hicks Associates, comprehensive
range of military figurines available in
resin bronze and silver. Commissions

always considered. Ring for
information/brochure, Tel/fax: 01380
828382. 2597

Cannon Curios, 2{ Bulford Road,
Durrington, Wilts. Militaria, deacts,
prints, furniture, glass, china, books,
medal cases, etc. 10-5 daily, closed
Wednesday. Tel: 01980 655099. Tic

Cap badges, regimental ties, blazer
badges, medals, insignia, Send £1.50
for list to: Cairncross (Dept S), 31
Belle Vue Street, Filey, North Yorks. 250

British Military cap badges and
insignia, Send SAE for lists to
INKERMAN Badges, PO Box 1022,
Coulsdon, Surrey, CR5 3]Q. 2507

Army Cap Badges. Send SAE plus
80p for lists to: Clans and Regiments,
14 Elm Grove, Aldbrough, East
Yorkshire HU11 4RQ. Guarantee and
generous discounts. T
e e e e e e e e e de e e g e e ke i e ke e ok ek ke ke

Regimental Shields, Plaques and
Shieldclocks. In good company with
most regiments and corps of the
British Army we made your shields for
the Falklands, the Gulf and now
Bosnia and Croatia and most other
UN locations. Let us design your regi-
mental and operational shields. Write
for a full colour brochure to: Military
Marketing  International, 74-77
Steward Street, Ladywood,
Birmingham BA18 7AF. Tel/fax:
0121-4545393. Minimum order 25
Shields. £9.95, no VAT outside the

UK. Shieldclocks £17.50. e
ke kb &k ko ek kR
P.L.C.E. BRITISH ARMY

WEBBING. 92 camo web sets £70,
90 olive web sets £45, 58 web sets £20,
PLCE olive bergens £85, Gore-Tex
lined camo jackets £50. Hundreds
more items in stock from boots to
command post tents. MAIL ORDER
AVAILABLE. DENBIGH ARMY
SURPLUS, Plot 34, Colomendy Ind.
Est., Denbigh, Denbighshire, LL16
5TA. Tel: (01745) 814978, One of the
few remaining genuine military surplus
warehouses in UK. Send 50p in
stamps for catalogue. fav7

Military Badges, good selection,
reasonable prices SAE for lists. Bringle, 2
Short Road, Smethwick, West Midlands,
B67 6. 1597

Hand embroidered quality wire
blazer badges. Send design for
sample and quote. Gemini Insignia
Company, 4/477 Khawajgan, Guyjrat,
Pakistan. 06/97

British and overseas military
badges, collars, titles, formation signs.
Regular comprehensive stock lists
£2.00. Castle Armoury (S), 18 Castle
Street, Dover, CT16 1PW 25,97

Military, sports, coronation, police,
school, masonic and miscellaneous
medals and badges. Send 2x26p
stamps for list: 18 Hollybank Road,
Birkenhead, Merseyside 141 28Y. oo

Largest manufacturers and
exporters of hand-embroidered bullion
badges for Army, Navy, Air Force,
Police, schools, colleges, clubs, etc.
Flags, banners, sashes, coats-of-arms,
family crests and all military
accoutrements. Also leather gloves,
footballs, track suits. Contact: | Arthur
(PVT) Lid, PO Box 301, Sialkot
51310, Pakistan. Fax: 92 432 588605.2596

Military Insignia British and
Colonial, Victorian to date. No re-
strikes, 50p for 32-page listing.
Shotton, 7 Reak Road, Clanfield,
Hants. EO1

Trouser Elastic Twists (Trouser
Blousers). £1.25 for two pairs. See
display advertisement page 38.

SOLDIER reprints. Reprints of the
very first edition of SOLDIER
Magazine - printed on captured
German presses. £2.50 UK & BFPO.
Tel: 01252 347353.

CROSS STITCH KITS of figure in
military uniforms. Past and present.
From £4.50. Middlemarch Designs,
The Mill House, Chatton, Alnwick,
Northumberland, NE66 5RA. Tel
01668 215465. 0697

Genuine British Commonwealth
cap/collar badges. Metal, cloth sitles,
divison trade badges, monthly lists 50p
single list, £5 twelve lists. E. Kelk,
Sweechgate Cottages, Broadoak,
Canterbury CT2 ORA. EO1

Military Fine Arts. Britain’s leading
British military art dealer. Access to all
British publishers. Hundreds of
original items also available. Catalogue
£3.00 + A4/50p sae. Cheques to: G
Jennings-Bramley, 5 Feversham Road,
Salisbury, Wilts SP1 3PP. Tel 01722
328523, EO1

SOLDIER  Magazine enamel
badges. £2.50 each inc p&p (UK &
BFPO. Tel: 01252 347352,

Cap Badges, medals. Many
collectable items. Medal mounting
service, framing. Large selection of
military and aviation videos available
from Military and Aviation Shop, 162
High Streer, Wartford, Hertfordshire.
WD1 2EG. Tel: 01923 222446.  oaw

SOLDIER MAGAZINE
PHOTO REPRINTS
Have you, or anyone you know,
been featured in SOLDIER? If
so, you can order top quality
reprints from our Photographic

Department.
All prices are inclusive of
VAT and p&p
7" x 5" .. £5.60 8" x6"..£7.50

12" x 8" .. £12.00
Digital prints (up to A4 size) ... £7.00
Other sizes available on request.
All enquiries to:

The Photographic Department,
SOLDIER, Ordnance Road,
Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU
Tel: 01252 347357
Mil: (722) 2357
Fax: 01252 347358
Mil: (722) 2358
Please allow 28 days for delivery

|
[ Tondas |
Costa Brava, Roses, lovely two-
bedroom apartment to rent. Pool,

gardens, T.V,, 30 minutes from French
border. Tel/fax: 003472 150055 0097

FEBRUARY 15, 1997

NINE way tie for first prize (16 goals,
£666.67 each): Sgt GN Allerton. AIS (A),
Worthy Down; 0Cdt RJ Batson, RMA
Sandhurst; Sjt N Elgar, 2 LI, BFPO 806;
Sgt SL Elliot, London District Pro Coy
RMP; SSgt AH Finch, HQ UKSC (G),
BFPO 140; LCpl GL Marsh, 9 Sup Regt
RLC, Chippenham; Pte JC McSeveney, 2
LI, BFPO 806; Tpr A Meiehofer, Scots OG,
BFPO 38, W02 AA Watson, Edinburgh
MRS.

FEBRUARY 22, 1997

First prize (22 goals £2,500): Cpl JC

ARMY SPORTS LOTTERY RESULTS

McGing, 15 Signal Regt, BFPO 801.

THREE-way tie for second prize (21 goals,
£833.33 each): W01 SJH Ash, 222 Fd Amb
(V); LCpl D Hughes, 24 Trg Sp San RE,
Chatham.

SEVEN-way tie for fifth prize (20 goals,
£142.86 each): W02 EB Cairns, 8 Fd Wksp
REME, Colchester; Cpl R Clarkson, 36 Engr
Regt, Maidstone; Cp! K Cole, 1 GH, BFPO
36; Cpl GT Lonsdale, 9 Regt AAC, Dishforth;
W02 NC Mockridge, SSO Krefeld, BFPO 35;
CSgt W Ridley, ATR Pirbright, W01 MA
Suddaby, 5 TA Trg Regt RLC, Grantham.

conditions.
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Accommodation, Busi Oppor

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE -
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

All classified advertisements are accepted on a prepaid basis only, and are subject to the following

The Publishers reserve the right to decline any copy material of which they may not approve
whether an order shail have been accepted or not. All advertisements are accepted subject to
approval and conditionally upon space being available. The Publishers reserve the right to make
any alteration they consider necessary or desirable in an advertisement to meet their approval.
The Publishers also reserve the right to cancel or suspend any advertisement without stating a

While every endeavour will be made to meet the wishes of advertisers, the Publishers do not
guarantee the insertions of any particular advertisement.

The Publishers shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial faifure
(however caused) of publication or distribution of any edition in which any advertisement is

The Publishers shall not be liable for errors occurring after the first insertion of an advertisement
in a series. It is the responsibility of the advertiser to inform the Publishers of any such error in
sufficient time to allow the amendment. A voucher copy will not be supplied.

Advertisements will be placed under the following headings:
ities, Cars, Cars Wanted, Entertainment,

Exhibitions, For Sale, Gift Services, Holidays, Houselets, Notices, Property for Sale,
Reunions, Services, Situations Vacant, Situations Wanted, Training, Wanted. Other
headings will be applied if deemned acceptable by the Publishers.

The placing of an order for the insertion of an advertisement shall amount to an acceptance of
the above conditions and any conditions stipulated by an agency or advertiser shall be
void insofar as they are in conflict with them.

_

DELIGHTFUL
BLACKPOOL HOTEL

in Prime Location

Run by ex-Serviceman
Special discount rates for members of HM
Forces and their families for holidays,
breaks and functions. Prices include full
English breakfast and five course evening

meal.
Holmhurst Hotel
14 Reads Avenue,
Blackpool Central
Telephone: 01253 25977

Proprietor: Tony Salvin

Blackpool self catering flats. Off
promenade or rural, luxury bed and
breakfast. All with private facilities.
Tel: 01253 696145,

 TIMESHARE
FOR SALE
(RCI AFFILIATED)
Aldeas de Taray Club at
La Manga, Spain.
(Nearest airport Alicante)
Weeks 9 and/or 10 -
to own in perpituity
£1,750 per week. (Private sale)

Lovely 2-bed duplex apartment, sleeps 6,
with excellent on-site and local facilities.
Situated on beautiful lagoon in Southern
Spain. Ideal for watersports.
Only 20 mins ﬁwﬁ fameous La Manga Golf
& Country Club.

Full exchanges for 1997 available.

To advertise in the Classified
section costs only
35p per word (+VAT).
Phone 01252 347352
today with your details.

| Motieas |

CHARITY COMMISSION
Charity: Sir Omar Ali Fund -
261507
Scheme allowing the property
to be expendable.
Reference: VCW/35242 SC

The Charity Commissioners have made
a Scheme for this charity. A copy can be
seen for the next month at the Gurkha
Welfare Trust Office, 3rd Floor, 88
Baker Street, London W1M 2AX or a
copy can be obtained by sending a
stamped addressed envelope to: The
Charity ~ Commission,  Woodfield
House, Tangier, Taunton, Somerset
TA1 4BL quoting the reference above.

Private Investigations, Cleveland
area, process serving legal, private,
matrimonial, surveillance work. All
considered,  photographic, video
facilities, confidentiality guaranteed.
Competitive rates, Telephone: 01642
493065. 06/97

[ Daaced |

Wanted female mess dress and
jacket. Royal Engineers, size 14, height
5°8”, Tel: 01785 258259 or Mil: 748
2910. 07197

NOTICE TO READERS
The publishers of SOLDIER
Magazine cannot accept
responsibility for the accuracy of
any advertisement or for any losses
suffered as a resuit. Readers are
strongly recommended to make
their own enquiries and seek
appropriate commercial, legal and
financial advice before sending any
money or entering into any legally
binding agreement.




| CROSS COUNTRY JUDO FOOTBALL

SO Ril=

Army’s red
vests to
the fore at

Blackdown

THE Army Inter-Corps cross
country championships were
held at the Training Regiment
and Depot RLC on a course
which many athletes familiar
with the Blackdown terrain
thought would be impossible
to set, writes Steve Lonnen.

A shorter, fast and flat route
was selected as a “sharpener”
for athletes selected to repre-
sent the Army in the following
week’s Inter-Service champi-
onships.

In the senior men’s race, new
Army champion Cpl Andy
Arrand (RLC) and Spr Stuart
Rankin (RE) set a ferocious
pace. WO2 Ray Keeney
(RLC), nursing a niggling knee
injury, hung on gamely as the
trio broke away from the field.

Arrand and Rankin forged
ahead of Keeney on the second
circuit and, with two miles
remaining, Arrand made his
move, winning by a decisive
42-second margin.

Keeney finished in third
place, followed in quick suc-
cession by fellow RLC athletes
LCpl Paul Harwood (10th);
Pte Steve Chapman (13th);
Cpl Martin Kilbey (14th); Maj
Tony Marshall (16th); Cpl
Paul Aston (17th); and Maj
Robert Herring (20th) to com-
plete an emphatic team victory
(93 pts) ahead of the Royal
Engineers (190 pts) and the
Royal Signals (206 Pts).

In the women’s event over a
three-mile circuit, Capt Lynn
Higgs and Sgt Sue Sharp (both
APTC), renewed their rivalry
from the previous week’s Army
championships.

Individual title went to Army
champion Higgs by the nar-
rowest of margins, with a gutsy
performance in third place by
Capt Rachel Quinn (AGC)
confirming her arrival among
the top echelon of the Army
Cross-Country runners.
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The team competition was
the closest in the history of the
event, with only two points
separating the first three
teams. Victory went to
the RLC, who tied with the
APTC on 35 points, but were
awarded victory because their
fourth and final scorer finished
higher than the APTC’s. The
Royal Signals, led home by Sig
Sophie Morris in fourth place,
completed the first three
teams.

INTER-SERVICES

Nine days later, in cool and
drizzly conditions, the Inter-
Service championships were
held on a testing circuit at the
same venue. The first event
saw the junior men (under 20)
tackling four hills around the
four-mile course.

Cfn Ben Fisher, absent from
the Army and Inter-Corps
championships, showed that
his selection for the team was a
sound decision. He took the
lead on the first hill and was
never headed throughout the
race.

He was supported strongly
by his slightly younger team-
mates, who packed tightly in
4th, 5th and 6th positions to
earn a convincing margin of
victory over the Royal Navy.

Worthy of note was the
Army team’s total change of
runners from the victorious
1996 team. It is to be hoped
that Cfn Jez Luckitt, App
Barry Webb, Cfn Tony Hardy
and Sig Ash Beardsley — all just
18 years of age — will be chal-
lenging for more honours next
season, alongside 19-year-olds
Fisher and Ranger Mark
Taylor.

The veterans’ (over 40) race
proved to be the closest event
of these championships. LCpl
Sean Malone (43), team cap-
tain, Army vet champion and
sole survivor from last season’s

Picture: Mike Weston

Picture: lan Andrews

event, battled gamely from the
start but could not quite get on
terms with the two RAF and
RN athletes ahead of him.
Fine packing by Malone
(4th), Lt Col Glen Grant (5th)
and Great Britain orienteering
International athlete Capt
Colin Dickson (6th), backed
up by a dogged performance
from Capt Jim Wood (10th),
brought the Army team 20
points closer than last year to

Army Inter-Corps and Inter-Ser-
vice champion Capt Lynn Higgs
in full stride for the APTC

the RAF - but a tantalising
three points from victory.

The women’s race was com-
pletely dominated by the red
vests of the Army. Capt Lynn
Higgs confirmed her status as
the Army’s leading cross-coun-
try runner of the season.

She hit the front within 800
metres and went on to win by a
huge margin of 32 seconds.
Four of the next five places
were filled by Sig Sophie
Morris, Sgt Sue Sharp and
LCpl Sonia Hurst, with non-
scorer Capt Rachel Quinn
(6th) beaten by only one ath-
lete other than her own team
members.

SSgt Mel Bradley was forced
to pull out of the race with a
bad foot injury.

A tight field sets off in the men’s race at the Army Inter-Corps cross county championships at Blackdown

The senior men’s champi-
onships are steeped in tradi-
tion, bringing rogether over the
years Olympic and world
championship athletes.

Even the non-scoring mem-
bers of the teams have at least
represented their counties.
The Army went into the race
quietly confident.

From the start, GB interna-
tional athlete Cpl Mark Flint
(RAF) and Cpl Mark Croas-
dale (RN) set off at an impossi-
ble pace, opening up a gap of
50m on the rest of the field in
the first 800 metres. The Army
athletes, led by Cpl Andy
Arrand, set off more conserva-
tively in deference to the
demanding course.

At the end of the first 5km

circuit, Flint led comfortably
from Croasdale, with Arrand,
50m behind, totally focused on
the back of his rival’s vest.
With six runners from each
team to count, and all of the
Army scorers in the top ten,
victory seemed assured. Com-
ing into the finishing straight, a
sea of Army red vests support-
ed Cp! Arrand’s magnificent
second place finish. Superb
performances contributed to
only the second Army team vic-
tory in the event’s history.
Once again, there were four
debutants in the team (Arrand,
Mayo, Hale and Jackson) with
the first reserve, ATpr Ben
Reiper (AAC), himself a GB
junior international steeplechas-
er, watching from the sidelines.

Shannon on
course for
Navy finale

Army 4, Dorset 1

A FINE individual goal, and a
large part in another, made
LCpl Eugene Shannon one of
the key figures in the Army’s
victory over Dorset in the
South West Counties champi-
onship at Aldershot.

Playing their best football for
some time, the Army con-
firmed their second place in
their group, leaving the lead-
ers, the Royal Navy, with no
room for error in their final
game, writes Derrick Bly.

Cpl Alfie Alford hammered
home a right-foot drive from
the edge of the area after a
corner was not cleared by the
Dorset defence, and the Army
scored again before the inter-
val. In the 51st minute a corner
was headed on by Pte Simon
Bird for LBdr Lee Bluck, back
in the side after a lengthy
absence, to add a third.

Shannon capped a fine per-
formance by slotting the fourth
in the 80th minute.

Almost immediately Dorset
scored a consolation goal.

On a night when the whole
team played well, Bluck, Shan-
non and Cpl Lee Innes were
outstanding.

Army 0, Civil Service 4

A useful Civil Service squad
carried off the Civil Service
Trophy, although the 4-0
scoreline was hardly a fair
reflection on the balance of
play.

Civil Service got their noses
in front on the half hour and,
seven minutes later, Elliott

JUDO TROPHY BACK IN ARMY HANDS

SHEER determination to re-
cover their lost pride from the
previous year paid off for the
Army in the Inter-Services
judo team championships
fought out at RAF Cosford,
writes Tony Allen.

This was always going to be
a tough competition, since the
Royal Navy were keen to retain
the title, having wrested it from
the Army for the first time this

decade the previous year. In
the Navy-Army match, Spr
John Spencer won the over
95kg category, while LCpl Kev
Clerk lost at under 95kg to AB
Dave Audley.

With a minute to go, an
attempted foot sweep from
Clerk took Audley across the
knee, resulting in an injury
which was to put the sailor out
of the individual fights the fol-

lowing day. At under 86kg,
LCpl Steve Morrison dis-
missed his opponent after just
ten seconds, while at under
78kg, LCpl Paul Edmonson
beat Mne Andy Moodyto put
the Army 3-1 ahead.

At under 71kg, Highlander
Mac MacDonald lost to Mne
Jason Bradbury , before QMSI
John Morton, competing at
under 65 kilos, ensured victory

for the Army with a win which
gave his team an unbeatable 4-
2 lead.

Tpr Andy Smith wrapped it
up to make the final score 5-2
to the Army.

The final match between the
Army and the Royal Air Force
was dominated by the soldiers,
who were rewarded with the
Inter-Services team trophy
they were so keen to win back.

misjudged a high ball which
resulted in a second goal.

The Army had a bigger share
of possession after the break,
but the Civil Service scored
twice more before receiving the
trophy from Brig Alan Thomp-
son, Vice-Chairman of the
Army Football Association.

Army women 0, Sussex 3

A three-goal defeat by group
winners Sussex brought to an
end the first season in the
South West Counties Champi-
onship of the Army women’s
football team.

But this venture into county-
level competition will serve the
players well and coach QMSI
Joey Roach can feel pleased
with the overall improvements
made by the women’s squad in
the past two winters.

Combined Services 3,
Belgian Armed Forces 3

Opening their defence of the
Kentish Cup at RAF
Uxbridge, Combined Services
were denied victory by conced-
ing two late, late goals in a
game which marked the 75th
anniversary year of the forma-
tion of the Combined Services
Football Association.

Services went ahead 15 min-
utes from the break when Hig-
gins (Army) found McGuire
and his cross was tucked away
by Flint.

The final ten minutes plus
injury time produced a flurry
of goals, starting with Thwait-
es, who hammered home a
stunning left-foot shot from
fully 25 yards. Play switched to
the other end and Despriet
pushed the loose ball past
White for 2-1.

Thwaites ran half the length
of the pitch before slipping the
ball to the unmarked substitute
Cpl Lee Innes (Army), who
tapped home.

Well into injury time, the
Belgians pulled a goal back,
then immediately streamed
back down the field for a final
push, substitute Van Der Sluys
getting the final touch for a
cruel equaliser.
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'WINTER SPORTS RUGBY UNION

Skiing gunners scoop the

silver

THIS anniversary year for
Army skiing has been a very
successful one for the Royal
Artillery’s Alpine teams.

Twenty-one gunner skiers,
representing four Royal Art-
illery regiments (5 Regt, from
Catterick, 16 Regt, from Wool-
wich, Colchester-based 19 Regt
and 40 Regt, from Haohne),
assembled in the French Alps
for some rigorous training at
Alpe d’Huez, home of the
gunner Alpine training scheme
for the past four seasons.

The RA championships in-
corporated slalom, giant slal-
om and Super G team and
individual events. Results were
evenly split, with team trophies
going to 40 Regt for the giant
slalom and Super G, and to 5
Regt for the slalom and team
combination.

Bdr Pearson from 19 Regt
swept the board by taking all
the individual prizes. The high
standard of skiing continued
throughout the divisional
championships, with many of
the gunner teams taking home

SRORdE

Gnr Alpine skiers attending the training scheme pause for a photograph at the top of Pic Blanc (3600m),
where much of their training is carried out

Senior XV gives
Oxford the Blues

more silver, and all of them
qualifying for the Army cham-
pionships . . . a rare achieve-
ment.

Among the many admirable
results which the gunners
achieved at the championships
in St Moritz was a first place in
the Inter-Corps team slalom.

All downhill for
Land Command

SKIERS - all 147 of them —
representing 31 unit teams
from the 2nd, 3rd and 5th
Divisions gathered in the sun
and snow of Monetier for the
Land Command (UK) skiing
championships.

After three days, the weather
changed to heavy snow for two
days, followed by three days of
rain and fog, reverting to
sunshine and hard pistes for
the sixth and final race, the
downbhill.

Conditions changed so
much that Tpr Skidmore won
the race in almost eight
seconds faster than his timed
run the previous day.

The old man of the
mountain, SSgt  Geordie
Dryden, applied sufficient
pressure in the downhill to
squeeze Bdr Pearson out of the
overall combination prize and
provided an exciting finish to
the programme.
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Major prizes went to form,
with the three Army team
skiers, SSgt Dryden, Bdr Al
Pearson and Tpr Skiddy Skid-
more collecting all the individ-
ual trophies between them,
with the exception of the
bronze medal in the Super G:
LCpl Andy Wharmby RDG
took that honour.

The RAC were prominent in
the team races, with only 5
Regt RA intruding at the prize-
giving. A strong QRH team
collected all four team tro-
phies, with the HCR and RDG
dividing the remainder
between them.

Fiercest competition was in
the middle order, where the
University Officer Training
Corps provided a refreshingly
strong entry.

Thirty-two  racers  were
selected to go forward to the
Army championships in St
Moritz.

Oxford University, 25 Army 47

THE Army senior XV opened
the season positively against an
Oxford University team con-
taining eight Blues, writes
Roger Thompson.

On a damp, blustery after-
noon the Army brought their
backs into action at every opp-
ortunity and, with a late surge,
beat the students by 22 points.
The score could have been
even greater had attacks not
withered due ro over-compli-
cation or taking options which
definitely seemed less than fav-
ourable from the grandstand.
That minor criticism apart,
one thing is clear: the 1997
Army backs have got “fizz”.

Capt Simon Pinder (DWR)
at scrum half showed pace and
deception, while Capt Paul
Knowles, in his third season in
the number 10 shirt, provided
a stable hinge around which
the ever-present Howard
Graham (22 Regt RA) and
Gnr Rory Jones (7 RHA), in
his first season, could profit.

Graham’s attacking skills are
well known, while Jones pro-
vides an extra edge of pace
which should allow Lt Brian
Johnson and Cpl Steve Bartliff
(both R Signals) to take the
ball in top gear.

Capt Rob Abernethy (RGR)

has shown a consistent ability
to unlock a well-prepared
defence. His vision and confi-
dence, however, must not be
compromised by the occasion-
al myopic view of the try-line
while Johnson and Bartliff are
poised, foot hovering over the
throttle, ready to finish the job.

An experimental pack more
than held its own against
some very mature students
and had gained domination
by half time. The back row of
Bdr Andy Dawling (7), Sig
Lee Denham (6) and Sgt Pete
Curtis (8) played well individ-
ually and as a unit.

This year’s front five is not a
pretty sight. Even youngster
Sig Lee Francis (2 Sig Regt)
has that mangled look and
more than once, in his first red
shirt, he felt confident enough
to “put it about”.

When the Army realises that
in Bartliff and Johnson they
have two rockets, essential
width and penetration will be
added to an already competent
attack. Against Oxford the
rocket-firing mechanism was
too complex for the class of
opposition and it cost points.

They must remember that
on April 12 against the Royal
Navy, everything matters and
all opportunities must be con-
verted into points.
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LIMITED

INFLATABLE BUILDINGS
FOR THE MILITARY

Provides emergency all weather cover in minutes
WE WILL TAILOR MAKE UNITS TO SUIT YOUR REQUIREMENTS

Urgent request from the Royal Unit can be made in a multitude of Unit can be erected in any weather
Electrical and Mechanical Engineers sizes and colours it can also be on any terrain in minutes. and Transportation Flight RAF ST.
for quick : e Duck, at the

m:;.jxm o~ 2 ';

e

WHEN YOU NEED INSTANT COVER, ERECTED IN SECONDS WHICH IS LIGHT e
YET STRONG, FLEXIBLE YET ROBUST AND DOESN'T INCREASE IN WEIGHT i
WHEN WET, YOU'LL FIND AIRESHELTA THE IDEAL SOLUTION.

KNITE LINK LIGHT SYSTEM "

Aireshelta’s revolutionary new lighting system 110V, 220V or 240V, 36 watt compact fluorescent
lights with tripod will give you extensive floodlighting capacity with minimum energy consumption.
Each lamp consumes only 36 watts. The light output is better than a 500 watt Tungsten equivalent,
with up to 50% more usable light and up to 20% larger footprint than any other similar system. It is
also cold to the touch. Each element is able to give you 5000 hours of life.

TELEPHONE: 44 01484 646559 FACSIMILE: 44 01484 644450

Email Richard@airshel.demon.co.uk
AIRESHELTA, JUBILEE WORKS, 10 DALE STREET, LONGWOOD, HUDDERSFIELD, HD3 4TG




On stream' SSgt John Baker (front left) leads a patrol of ;
London-based Territorial Army soldiers on a river
crossing in Belize. See story and pictures in Pages 20-21
Picture: Sgt fan Liptrot






