


















: I poprlrr fidiob-cbiefly tkrillerr 
# I a. 

I 
EDGAR WALUCE: SIX pon In the 
ronh. mea WN fanu ond fortune. 
He turned out  (50-odd novels. 

CAPTAIN W. L JOHNE: Hi# in 
t h  ranks of surbaxpayon is thm 
ro ld iw imn who writaforboys. 

CAPTAIN A. 0. POLLARD. VC. 
MC. D ~ M :  n e  writes sucmsfui 
thriilers-totoi exceeds 40. 

.pmducdapopLlar‘~&&of the WAAF,” not to mmioll 

!‘Gimlet of the colnmndm.” 

boys and girJa-a,lIudy com- 
petitive Iicld-ia that the tumovtr 
.of rrodua is much more rapid. 
0 % ~  most famous writer for 
boys of an earlier pmnt ion  was 
also m. a onbtimc H e s a v e d i n t h e  Regular, G. A 
Crimean War and later as a war 
corrcaponkt). 

like amoging an armistice he- The Scmjea have pxhpd 
hvcen Korfenty’s P o l i  Insur- at least one humorist, too. 
pnts  and the Gmnan Defence ANTHONY NWSlXOlUG 
Corps, in 1921. In 1932 he was (real name A. A. Willis, OBE, “E ’nted First . Principal at the MC)cnteredtheUoyalE&n~m 

Shivaji Military school at in 1915 ,and served for tcn 
Poona. It all awed up to an years. From then onwards he 
u n u s u a l l y r i c h ~ u n d w h i c h  rurned~piolisuUy,humormc3 
m a w a  writer must have envied. novels, crime novels and volumss 

Awinnerof theViaOriacrosS of humorous artisles, be*da 
alao carved a literary career for contributing to cvuy issus of 
h i d f  still fiodshing. betwwn C m A I N  the wan-and A 0. is Punch World from War Two 1925 he to joined 1933. the In 

POLLARD, VC, MC, DCM, Royal Air Forcc and f0ond.d 
ioined the Honourable A d k ~  Tee E m .  the celebrated TniR- 

OM &Van- of for 

. 

-krtmont of people than the 
stay-at-home novelist (who tends 
to write stories abut other 
novcdida); and men who livc a 
life of petioa seem to have a 
natural dmntqs when it comes 
to peolritu action into their 
storia. 

rswrite M not OOQOOnnd 

p r o f d d  ~~Idien &y are. 
Nor IVC thenuses whorradfor 
rccreption.Tbeydemradsctiod 
sothelit\ltcnsnt C o t d  (odd 
that 110 many of thae soldier- 
writers should have been lieuten- 
antooloaebl) turn out thcir 
sdioa-6lkd storiea-storie8 
whicb the critia may n e w  
review, or only review patron- 
isingly, bsausc they arc “popu- 
lar.” Rut wherean the well- 
r e v i d  “literary” novels ell in 
modest thousands (or even 
hundreds), the stories of some of 
thcse soldier-authors d in 
seorcs of Uwnmde, hundrrd, of 
thousands. or-in the EUY of 

I n l m o s t i ~ ~ t h e t . k o t h c  

& V W * d ~  n a b t l d  

_. .. tirrdfFom the Indian ~ r m y  as a 
IindeaPntcdowf in 1948. with 
a DSO and an OBE, embarked 
on an mcommody ambitious’ 
pro*--a series of 35 nowlr 
covering the history of the Britidl 
in India, and linked by the for- 
tuDg d the same family. The 

Ni htrunners of BenguL 
PUblishJ in 1951, had an Indian 
Mutiny background. Then came 
a story about the Thugs. and 
another act in the’c@ties dwin# 
the R m h n  ssare. Now his 
fourth and mort suawsful story 
has apparecCBhowMi June 
fion. with a I946 background of 
India StnupLi- towards her in- 
dcpmlencc. It was a triple 
choico-by the Book Society and 
by two hational newpapera. 

Calcutta-born John Masters is 
of the fifth generation of his 
family to serve in India. In 1934 
he joined the Prince of Wales’s 
Own Gurkha Rifles. and saw 
action on the North-West 

Army Medical Corps). It seemed 
to him that the men of the 
Medical Staff Cow had wprior 

alm an ex-Reylar, who is still 
tunling out the stories with great 
8 ~ ~ x 8 8  today. Gerard Fairlie 
nerved in the Scots Guards from 
1918 to 1924, and in the Royal 
SUSMX Regiment and various 
extrp*&entnl ~ M C S  in World 
war Two. 

DORNIroRD YATW is the 
pen-name of Major C. W. 
Mercer. The author of the light- 
heartcd and spirited Berry books 
joined the 3rd County of London 
Yeomanry in, 1914, served 
throurh the war and than 

Frontier. After the outbreak of he was d c d e c a m  P t o *  

1944 joined Guaml Win*’S 

World War Two he m e d  in Gownor-Germal .of -. 
Iraq, Syria and P e M a u d  m bu the re tu rmdto lo rnbrcg -  

meat whsa war broke na In 
Chinditsinwump,camaundar(l May 1940 he went “mto the bag‘‘ 
a He 8aw the fall of atStVplery. Hchaswrittcnan 

d e n t  book bend on life in M 
 is a 4  a, DD the a priaooer-of-war amp: TIW 

Army, was to condud American Rllar., Noy he lives with his 
tourists to the Himplayrr. This Chadtan wtfe in Netu Brmrsaec ’ k  
fell tbrou& and he t d  to -and continwd to write his 
fiction. Today he lives with his chwr!U brand of fiction. 
wife and a r e n  in a farm- ~n a dilfasat c h s  
house 40 m i k  hwn Netu York COLONEL ROBERT €IENRl- 
city. He writea only in winter, QUE5 whobz books to 
regarding the summer as a time appear ju6t before World War 
for outdoor pkosuras. Not long Two, and who has consdidpted 

heannt on a vow round his reputation sincc. T w i ~  he 
%pe Horn on a Chilean patrol has bum awudcd litwry pnzg 
Ship. Colonel Hauiques joined the 
John Masters may or may not Royal Artillery in 1926, soldiered 

write those 35 nmels--but he in Egypt and the Sudan, 
had the wit to see whata fund of III 1933 and 
story-tdling material there was Amy. In orld War TWO he 
in British I d a .  (It is worth served in the Royal Artillcry, the 
recalling here that another COmmanQas and at Combimd 
Regular otscer, Major Francis OpmtiOns Headquarters. His 

F 

uniforms, pay a d  qcannmoda- 
tion--so he enginered a transfer. 
His military exprieaces were 
never kss than lively-he had at 
least one brief session in the 
“glssshouse.” Thsn came the 
South African War, which 
brought him fame on the battle- 
field-i~ot as a soldier, but as a 
war c o m y m k t .  In 1906 he 
wrm &IS hugely succfdul  
thriuer ’%e Four Just Men,” 
which was the foundation-stone 
in an e d k  of more than 150 
novels 
stories In later at fantastic life he sp.d. dictated There k s  
wrs jokes like : “Have you mm 
the mid-day Wallace.?” His 
p . w  wed the s l o p :  “It 
IS impemble not to be thnUed by 

r Wall.E*“ and claimed 
b 9 o p  ani+ prkne ministen 
amomthisdcvotres . 

soldiered on until 1925. R&i 
miarioned in the Second World 
war, he saved in Bsst Africa 
Command and in the southern 
Rhodcsia Military F o m .  For 
health reasons he must ,live 
abroad. Since the war he has 
built for himnclfa 5 c  home on 
a soutbun mountain-side Rbalesia-vdth at Umtali, all 

modern convenienw. “In South- 
ern Rhodeih,’’ he say&, “people 
live and let live. I don’t think 
anyone can ask more than that.” 
He has just written his thirty- 
second novel, and his first book 
published 35 years ago is still 
S d I i q  steadily. 

fioutished otherwise GRA&%€&% Lieutenant - Wod 

Grpham Won Hutcbiron. DSO, 
MC. author of The W Plan and 
many other exciting s t o r k  with 
titles liLc The Govenwr of. 
Kattowitz. The Viper of Luxor 
and Scar 77. Like “sappr” he 
was educated at “The Shop.” His 

Ki ‘s Own Wtiah Borderers, 
i n z h  he served in Egypf the 
Sudan and India. Later he turned 
up in the Rhodesia Defence 
Fora, and then served in World 
War one in the Argyll and 
Sutherland Highlanders. After 
executing the war he many was unusual to he task&- found 

&twaee the 

first regiment (1909) was trp 

kompany as an Infantry prim& 
as soon as World War One was 
declared. Dcmob:W in 1918, 
he tried various jobs, then took a 
shortserviec Royal Air Fora 
commission, saving as a pilot 
with an A m y  mr- ‘on 
squadron. During the Geral  
Strike of 1926 he and his wife 
were living in a hotcl, bored with 
rSarictiw, when he said: 
“Damn it, I think I shall write a 
book.” He had a hard struggle. 
In his first year 88 an author he 
earned only f62i: dot untll 1929 
did he decide to take up writidg 
as a full-time occupation. Now 
he has written more than 40 
boots, mostly thrillers, Wre The 
Death Flight, The Phantom 
Plane, Flanders Spy, Wanted by 
t k G e s t a p .  
Another soldier-into-airman, 

CAPTAINW.EHIHNS,turned 
to writing books for boys, and 
hsr achieved a spectacular suc- 

-Wa with his charafter of 
“Bigglcs.” Captan J o b  joined 
the Norfolk Yeomanry in 1913 
and later served in Salonica, 
transferring to a macl$nc-gun 
cavalry squamon. comrmssr ‘oned 
in 1916, he joined the Royal 
Flying Corps, and served on in 
the Royal Air Force until 1930. 
The exploits of “Biggla,” who 
made &IS appearance in the 1930% 
have now been told in more then 

ing Memo~andm. 
Many readers of SOLDIER 

will limry be a- fisld-thrt that in of .notha play- 

BELL - a otte-t@c 
Gunner, writing in partn&p 
with his wife, has mta- a 
sound mpmation for himself. 
His laust pia ‘yaniogton VC” 
(SOLDIER, %ptnnber, 1953) is 
now being 5lW, with David 
Niven in the leading part. 

Probably the most wcceasful~ 
and the most frahionablc. play- 

w r i t i ~ - G m  CAM?- 

latepaEDBllIcp~N~AXJC, wrirht bawecn thernra was the 

whm plays W R Z  always well 
s p t i & a l w i t h d u l i c s d  
d-. Heonceagvcdasa 
Reylar soldier in the south 
Lancashire Rrghent, thou& it 
seems unlikely that this is WbCFe 
he &ed his *owledge of rtK 
foiblcs of the 

take 
account of the many populat 
writers, Wre H.mmond Inn- and 
Gerald Kersh, who nuved during 
World Manhall War and Two, Salwyn or like Jepson, Bruce 

who served in both world wars. 
Scorsr of excdbnt aonls have 

many of whom dmw liberally 
and experienw. gratefully on their Sapice 
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bere soldiers, vnitten from private by upwards, war-timt 

- - - --- 
Yeats-Erown, drew on the rieh No A r m ,  No A ~ o u r  (!939) Lieutensot - ~ ~ l o n e ~  H. C. 

McNde, who was canmirrioncd 
in the Reyal Engimsrs in 

Indian background for his auto- won a British Empm and mter- 
biolpgphical Bengul Lancer, a national prizc for litexatwe, and 

1907, was g~ven his pen-name JOHN MASTERS: This ex- 
c~,,dttcomnrmlr~ockiwod *or -I& (I- B k k  we&): phenomenal publishing e his ThrouEh The VulrCy (1950) 
l i terary success since 045. He trlumpbod with M. Of 1930.) earned the ,Jomes Tait Black “SAPPER” by Lord Northcliffe, 

DAVID WALKER is one of Memorial pnze. to whoae Daily Mail he con- 
man writem p r o d d  by the ktwaotheworldwan,popu- tnbuted short stork during 1 

B l d  Watch (Eric LinLlptg Iarliteraturcwa~dominatedby World War One. As a serving 
officer he was not allowed to sign 

I wore the red hackle for a short the figurea of thres fonner~pro- 
period at the end of World War f d o n a l  soldiers--tw 0 of thsm his stories. Later “Sapper” tried 
Onc,aaaprivatesoldier;Coloatl R W  olBarq the third a , to write under his own name, but 

the puhk preferred the estab- 
lished pen-name. The first Bill- 

B c r ~ r d  Fergussm still combine private soldier : “Sapper,” Darn- 
authorship and sol In ? ford Yam and Mgar W h .  
first uovcl, the irreslstl y cheer EDGAR WALLACE was pro- dog Druaunond story came out 
ful Geordie (1950). David Wallrer bably the most prolific of than in 1920 and has heen on the book- 
did almost everything that a all, and his books still sell in stalls ever since. IQ the ’twenws 
p r o f d d  writer would have gratifyingnumberslongaftcrhis and ‘thirties Bulldog Drummond 
cautioned him not to do. It has death ( roya lh  soon w i p d  out beeame a character M y  
basDsridthathWalkedripht theheavydcbtshelcft). Itwas entrenched in popular mytho- 
thmu& alitOnrymincfield--but back in 1893 Utpt Edgw W d a a  logy. For a period, his creator 
he reaw a fine reward for his enlLtedasapnvateintheRoynl 3 .  robably the highest-pad 
temerity. wea Kent Regiment. Injured ar writer. Shortly after 

David Walker’s link with the when hd ‘ng to eject SoMigs LieutenantCOlone1 McNde died 
Black Watch befm in 1931. He from p&houacs, he wcnt for in 1937 the character of Bulldog 
spent the beat ve years of his tmbneat to the MedicaLW Drummond was taken over by 

I life in India. In Munich year Corps (forerunner of the Royal his friend GERAaD FAUU.lE, 

DAVlD WALKER: Anothw post- 
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"IT W A S  A FAAOUS VICTORY" 
years ago this month, the Duke of Marlborough led hk 
armies to victory at Blenheim ofter a memorable march? 

woodcn pnllsn&, the ssrpl for 
ry,oQuced in many a history- which tbc troopl found m d s .  Marlborough hnd achieved hs troopa to *and 

L m r r n b o l l l o r a L l r  
N t L e m i & t d & t t * , a  

Q u c u . a w a d a . o b Q m  
250  I . U k n d W i & a r b l , d  

the Rhine. It wns n ma@- away before they discovered the R o w  strut+ his s w d . h t b e  
I 
thbrdrbfat .rcal8.  

Itwnsnlattswhichwnstobc csatly-orgrmid march on Duke'sintention. 

book. Mdrardtothe writer's shoca, - nnd hospltlls surprise, but the battle did not British and F r a y  were shoot- 
wi@ it read: w n i b  wbsrrvsr tbev were startyet. TheDukewnswniting iognndstabbillpntcPcbothu 

I have not rime to my more, buf 
10 k g  you will #w duo to 
fhe Queen and let her%ow Re? 
Arms ha8 had a GWon# V i c f w .  
M o w .  Tallad and hw Other 
Gene& are in my Coach and I am 
foUoving the real: fhe k r  my 
A& de Camp CoU. Parke will aiw 
Her and m n n f  of w k a  luu 
p a v d .  I shaU doe it in aaky or 
nu, by an0:hm more aft lame. 

The note. cnrricd on hanrp 
back by Colonel hrke from the 
Danube to Windsor, brought 
Eugland the finest new dna 
the wfu of the spsnish Suooes- 
don had begun in 1701. The 
Duke of Marlborough hnd cam- 
ppilesd indsipively in the Low- 
lnnda for two ncauons. For 1704 

He wwM strike right through 
from HdLnd to the Danube. re- 
coaqucr Bavaria and reliws 
vimea$ capital of the tongiag 
Holy Romen Empire, from the 
thratofolrptrucbytheswics 
dLouisxIv. 
In tbc aprin& h set d[ nlong 

Aug. 13.11041 

M d b o r o w h  

h hnd morC k-mhhg plans. 

for i n  army commnndcd b i  
priaee M\ea\c of savoy to 
tnke up &tion on his riqht. 
GUM on both sides opened 
fire. Madborough's men laid 
planks and fnwts on the 
mnrshcs ofhe Nebel Then. nll 
that morning, they waited, and 
religious servias were h i d  at 
the hsad of each rcghmt. ns 
men fell to the French cnnnon. 
Bands played on both sidcs of 
the Nebel. Mnrlborwgh rode 
nlw the line, inspctin~ ennny 
positions, directing +e guancrs 
and siting field h 
troops nte their IUDC . 

It WM after midday when the 
b t t k  opsnod with an nssnult on 
Blstlhcim by a British= 
canmandui by er- 
Geocrnl Rowe. They hnd a d  
the Nebcl three hours before, and 
waited under cannon-fire ever 
sincc. sikntly they mnrchcd 
forward, over tha 150 yards 
which sEpar8ted thorn from the 
viuapts ddencca. Thsy wae 
30 yards a m  w l m  the Frencb 

T*. His 

fyad a dsaxy vollty. Thcn 

thh& tbs Open-work defences. 

danne~ Jrow the BW w 
over the Ncbsl. 

More attacks followed, and 
British and Dutch Infsntry astpb- 
lished thaMclws on the outskirts 
ofthevillsge. Asnttheschsl- 
knk. they did not tnke tbe 
position tbey erspilad, but 
attrnctcd thee n substantLl part 
of the enrmf-12,iHM of 
Frpna'a beat Infnnt~~, g.Mmsd 
nnd c& nmoag the build- 

vital blow wna dclivcrsd 
in the ccnw, ahcrs M.d- 
borough c m f d  ucbct.lls 
by snndwic- two lines of 
Cavalry between two of Idnutry. 
whcn the Cav8lry cb.rgod, tha 
Infantry stood in reserve, with 
grips in thtir rantathro 
t h e c ! n ~ c o u l d p a r r  orshel 
ta, WhIk the fool sdd*n arcd 
voUeys by pintooam nt auadnl 
cavalry. 

Late in tbc pftsmooa, 6 
the result still in tb. b.Loa. 
Irish Mantry (who had wea ea 

Spbdidl --ttd Frepeh 

of Bkahoim. 

mvinhk ranlt.tia in the Saricc 

negaca The mco m'dycd the - - 0 Q a Y S  the. L b a r  
n n d ~ n n d t h e s r m l e s o f t h e  
frilu*ins. OVW six wr&s. 
Marlborouph's mcn awrngcd ten 
mikr a day. At the end, they 
StOnlKd the fortified hill of the 
.%2hdbbCr~. to SccUIc their bMc 
on the Danube. 

On the night of 12 August, the 
memy were in a strong position. 
The right of thsir four-mik line, 
held by the French Marshal 
T M  la ontheDanubcnnd 
i n & B ~ v t l l . l p .  The 
left, held by M.rsbnl M.rain and 
the Ekctor of Bnvaria, ended in 
W o o d e d  hills. 

&fors the liar. ran the mprshy 
New strcnm, and the liar. itsdf 
wns covered by loop-holed nnd 
dcfcnddvillapsa Mmlbon, 

enemy hsard his dnrms in the 
night nnd saw his patrols through 
theeprly-momhgmistr. Tbe 
cnany g a c n h  ultI+t tbge 
ware the prlimiasries to nhcat 
rntbsr than attadr. It WM two 
hours nfter the mhis clearrd 

lay only five mile6 nwy. 82 

71 w rhe EngUab." Ksrlwr m'ed, 
"Who pur the Fmnch 10 mur. 

Bur w h a  fhey four*, each ofher for 
I muld na) well mptc ouf. 

I 
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