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"NI, you muat be the quarter bbke." 

"But you mlfy didray shirt-slew order. svrgc." I 
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A Bear.Dlrops In- 
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The “Diehards” 
THE GUARDS GO BACK TO MARETH 

Hold An Auction .I 
NE ofme tbn*rprobbau facing all regbmts which have to 
move tbdr ldmenhl depots to m brIeadedepots, is what to 
dori(barplprbopb*sudmeasslher. 0 The Middlesex Regiment has solved it by hokling a silent 

aUaion of more than 300 pieces of silver and plate before moving its 
depot at In& Barracks, Mill Hill, London, to the new Home Counties 
Brigade depot at Canterbury. 

It wan an auction in which the highest bidder did not always win and 
in which for four months, serving and retimd o h  of the Regiment 
bid against each other by post and sometimes a penonal call at the 
depot. A Regimental Council decided who should have the articles, 
taking into a a ~ u n t  the bidders’ service in the Regimat and the 
Battalion to which they belonged. Reserve priced ranged from one 
shilling for a pair of nutcrackers to f I5 for a lamp standard. 

One bid for a polo challenge cup was received by pmt from Major 
G. 0. T. Bagley, now living in Los Angeles, who served with the 
Regiment in Hong Kong in 1907 and played for the 3rd Battalion polo 

OR ar( dtbe m, MMtL 
r r r ia tuac . tberuc ia tbe  

p i b d a b w t h ~ u b e n t h e  
8.mc of Mpab M tom& La 1943. 

wtt to two ofBcas and a sergeant 
of the 3rd Battalion, Grenadier 
Guards, who, with 37 other men of 
the Battalion m t l y  visited the 
battle area during an cxcrcise in 
Libya, it brought back many poig- 
m t  mrmorls. They had fought 
them with the 6th Battalion, 
Gmudkr Guards, when Rommcl’o 
Afrika Korps was thrmvn back in 
one of the bloodiest mcountm of 
the war. 
The three were thc Command@ 

O R h r ,  Lieutcnant-Colml E. C. 
Britton, who was a lieutenant at 
Marcth. Licutcnant W. Npsh, then a 
pay secpant and Pioneer Sergeant J. 
Durant. then a pioneer. Then w u  
much to rcmind them of Ihcir agony 
and triumph 16 years ago for many of 
the trcncbes mn still intact and the 
desert was littetad with ~isg of 

kmg Ud of Wald W u  T m  F L.tt*s M d  m y  *me be&g 

team. 
Some of the surplus silver, like candlesticks, has been presented to 

the 1st Battalion’s Sergeants Mess and some has kcn loaned to the 
Regiment’s Territorial battalions, Army Cadet Force units, the Old 
Comrades’ Association and che Army Air Corps whose Commandant, 
Brigadier G. P. Wcston DSO. was commissioned in the Middlesex 
Regiment in 1931. 
The “Diehards” will not completely seyer their links with Mill Hill 

(the depot for 50 years) when they move to Canterbury. A Regimental 
headquarters and a museum will remain in lnglis Barracks. 

I . .  

British and German e q u i p m t ,  in- 
cluding a Brcn gun magazine. 

The 3rd Battalion, Grenadier 
Guards had comc from Cyprus to 
Libya for desert training with 6th 
Royal Tank Regiment. They spent 
the first week d& trenches, 
camoutlaging their positions and on 
section &Id firing. Then came a 
week of cxcrciscS with the tanks and 
IinaUy, in the third week, a Battalion 
fire demonstration and a large-scale 
exercise during which they threw 
back enemy attacks mounted by the 
1st Battalion, The Royal Irish 
Fusiliers. -From a report by Army 
Public Relatwns, Libya. 

- A Long Time Gone 
ECENTLY refired Ima the Atmy site# 36 yars  is an dtker 

recad f a  continmm swvice overseas R He is Major C. W. Smart (left) of the Somerset Light 
Infantry who went abroad with the 1st Battalion at the age of 19 as a 
private in 1926. He did not return until 1947-20 years and nine 
months later-and still with the same battalion. 

Major Smart, who was mentioned in despatches for outstanding 
services on the North-West Frontier in the 19309 and in the Arakan in 
World War Two, was for the past four years quartermaster at the 
Somerset Light Infantry Depot. 

wbprcbably hdds 
with OIY bsthlloa. 

M 11 ITA RY M I S C E L L A N Y  

“I for was the told high to report jump, to Sir” you 
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Ulster’s Piping Drivers 
i 
I 
i 

WALRY bctneen Smtaaea and Jddmen in a Tenitorhl Army Bamford (then a captain) and Lieutenant Madge Dunvaband, 
tranSPWl dum led to the formation of the Royal A m y  Women’s Royal Army Corps (TA), as a mixed transport company. 
Sedce Caps’ only amhrisd pipe lmd-that of 931 (Ulster) It became an all-male company when Anti-Aircraft Command was 
Company (CT), TA, WIMI fa a mird thae wU1 be playing at disbanded in 1954. 

Composed entirely of volunteers, the Company is practically up to the corps Rauy in Load00 next year. 
The p ips  and drums wem raised four years ago by the Company establishment and with 320 men claims to be the strongest Royal 

Commander, Major Rea Bamford, and the band, then 14 strong, Army Service Corps unit in the Territorial Amiy. 
inade its first public appearance in Belfast when it played the unit to After three. years of determined effort the band was officially 
the Liverpool boat on its way to camp in Wales. Next day the band, recognised last November and has since figured prominently in the 
playing Scottish pipes. Id the Irishmen into Aberporth to join the Company’s recruiting drives. Its members, all Londonderry 
three Scottish companies of 3 Anti-Aircraft Group Column, RASC men and drivers in “A“ Platoon, are commanded by Lieutenant 
(TA). William Rosborough and led by Pipe-Major Sergeant William 

No. 931 (Ulster) Company was formed in &Ifast in 1947 by Major Hetherington. 
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