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® THE ARMY’s top soldier has been
promoted Field Marshal on appointment
as Chief of the Defence Staff. Page 5.

by air reach

Hercegovina. Page 9.
® A NUMBER of Armed Forces personnel
who served in the Gulf War have been
medically assessed after
concern about so-called Desert Fever or
Desert Storm Syndrome. Page 7.

expressing

® SAS teams are reported by the BBC to
be helping United Nations aid dropped

® THE Government's Care in the Com-
munity programme is preventing a home
for ex-Servicemen and women from filling
all its available places. Page 31.

its targets in Bosnia-
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“Colonel, the contract caterer says if you don’t eat your cabbage you’ll get no pudding.”

Too many cooks
so 800 must go

IN A move which heralds a
new catering strategy for the
Army, nearly 800 military
chefs are now working out their
notice. They were among more
than 6,000 soldiers notified at
the end of February in the third
phase of redundancies.

Catering operations in all
units in the base and training
organisations, and some offi-
cers’ and warrant officers’ and
sergeants’ messes within the
Field Army, are to be contrac-
torised or civilianised, thus
releasing military chefs to be
deployed more flexibly to meet
the Army’s operational and
training requirements.

Units no longer retaining
their own chefs who require
temporary support for exercis-
es and other formal commit-
ments will have to “borrow”
from field force units as neces-
sary.

By April next year the total
strength of chefs in uniform —
all capbadged to the Royal
Logistic Corps — will have been

reduced from 4,400 in 1992 to
2,550. Much of this reduction
has been achieved through
redundancy — a total of 1,050
posts — with the balance being
taken through normal wastage,
releases and manning controls.

A total of 779 chefs were
made redundant in February,
all of whom will leave the Army
by March 31 next year.

Considerable efforts are
being made to alert the cater-
ing industry to the employ-
ment potential of this large
pool of manpower. Civilian
caterers are aware this is a one-
off opportunity to recruit disci-
plined, motivated and
highly-trained  professionals,
and job prospects for those
leaving are said to be very
good.

Maj Gen David Burden,
Director General Logistic Sup-
port (Army), has already writ-

ten a personal letter of
reassurance to all those chefs
remaining.

While they will inevitably

have to spend more time in the
field with their own and other
units, he has pointed out that
their prospects for a full and
rewarding career remain excel-
lent, with promotion speeds
likely to be faster.

Implementation of the new
strategy has been assigned a
high priority by Gen Burden. A
team of nine officers and one
warrant officer, based at HQ
QMG at Andover, HQ UKLF
at Wilton and HQ BAOR at
Rheindahlen, are expected to
complete their task by March
next year.

The reducing numbers and
changing roles of military chefs
entails a re-evaluation of the
training which they receive at
the Army School of Catering at
Aldershot.

This and many other aspects
of the future of catering sup-
port to the Army are currently
under the microscope again as
a part of the Defence Costs
Study, which is examining the
Army’s entire support area.
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NEWSLINE

Fd Marshal Inge steps up to
be Chief of Defence Staff

FD MARSHAL Sir Peter Inge
has been appointed Chief of
the Defence Staff following the
resignation of Marshal of the
Royal Air Force Sir Peter
Harding.

Fd Marshal Inge was pro-
moted from his previous
appointment as Chief of the
General Staff and is succeeded
by Gen Sir Charles Guthrie,
formerly C-in-C BAOR and
Commander HQ Northern
Army Group Staff.

Gen Guthrie has succeeded
Fd Marshal Inge in a number
of appointments during his
career: Commander  4th
Armoured Brigade in 1981,
Chief of Staff of 1st British
Corps in 1983, GOC 2nd

Infantry Division and Com-

F Marshal Inge

mander North East District in
1986, Commander 1st British
Corps in 1989, and C-in-C
BAOR and Commander
Northern Army Group in Jan-
uary 1992.

Gen Guthrie

Both also commanded the
Ist Battalions of their regi-
ments in Berlin and Northern
Ireland.

Commissioned into the
Green Howards in 1956, Fd

ey o

Marshal Inge was Director
General of Logistic Policy
(Army) at MoD from 1986. He
is Colonel of the Green
Howards and Colonel Com-
mandant of the Corps of Royal
Military Police and the Army
Physical Training Corps.

Gen Guthrie was commis-
sioned into the Welsh Guards
in 1959 and saw wide service as
a troop and squadron com-
mander with 22nd Special Air
Service Regiment. As well as
being Colonel General Staff
responsible for military opera-
tions and planning worldwide
in 1980, he commanded
British Forces New Hebrides.
Gen Guthrie is Colonel Com-
mandant of the Intelligence

Concern for soldiers missing in Malaysia

AS SOLDIER went to press an
international search was under
way for two British officers and
three Hong Kong Chinese sol-
diers missing since March 8 on
a 13,500ft Malaysian moun-
tain.

The ten-strong RLC expedi-
tion, led by Lt Col Robert Neill
and Maj Ron Foster, set out on
February 19 to scale Mount
Kinabalu in Sabah, East

Malaysia. Having reached the
summit they split into two
groups for the descent via the
rarely-used Low’s Gulley.

Two weeks later the lead
team emerged from the jungle
four days overdue, suffering
from malnutrition and exhaus-
ton and having lost contact
with the second group.

The alarm was raised and
Malaysian park wardens and

rangers began searching the
lower end of the gulley while
local soldiers aided by heli-
copters began covering the
more difficult sections. A spe-
cialist RAF mountain rescue
team with two jungle survival
instructors and an Army
doctor flew from the UK to
join the search.

The missing men were Lt
Col Neill and Maj Foster, and

junior NCOs Lam Ywai Ki,
Chen Wai Keung and Cheung
Yiu Keung.

The two officers, both ex-
perienced expedition leaders,
had climbed South East Asia’s
highest mountain twice before.

Concern mounted because
the missing members had been
without food since March 6 and
flash floods had made the going
more difficult than expected.

5

Picture: Mike Perring



‘The best on-roader-...
-« «Off-road

If you’re looking for an off-roader that's really
proved itself, take a look at the Mitsubishi Shogun.

The Shogun’'s pedigree has been tested in the
most gruelling rallies. 1st, 2nd and 3rd in the
Paris—-Cape Town Rally and winner of Africa's
Atlas Rally.

Hardly surprising, as unlike it's rivals, the
Shogun can shift between two and four wheel
drive, at up to 62 mph. And it's powered by either
a 2.5 litre, turbo diesel engine with 5-speed manu-
al transmission, or a 3.0 litre, V6 petrol engine with
manual or automatic transmission.

Whatever the engine, transmission, or indeed
terrain, you're sure to enjoy it all in luxury. Alloy
wheels, electric windows, electrically adjustable
door mirrors, cruise control and central locking
are all fitted as standard.

It's even covered by a 3-year 100,000 kilome-
tre warranty, a 6-year anti-corrosion perforation
guarantee and a 3-year Pan-European breakdown
and recovery service.

The Mitsubishi Shogun. On earth, gravel,
mountain track, or even the King's Road, there's
nothing quite like it.

The Mitsubishi Shogun Range with a 3-year/100,000km Warranty
and 6-year anti-corrosion perforation guarantee.

Please send me full information on the Mitsubishi Shogun range.

Name Address

Postcode Tel. No.

Present car (make) (model) MITSUBISHI
MOTORS

Send to: The Colt Car Company Limited, Watermoor, Cirencester, Glos. GL7 1LF. Tel.: Cirencester (STD 0285) 655777

DESIGNED TO BE DRIVEN

Sol 4/04/94



NEWSLINE

AVERAGE emergency tour
interval for infantry battalions is
now 17 months, Armed Forces
Minister Jeremy Hanley told the
House of Commons.

“On the basis of current com-
mitments, we expect this to rise
to 20 months in 1994-95 and to
30 months thereafter,” he said,
adding in answer to a supple-
mentary question by Mr Eric
Clarke that the minimum interval
target on completion of the draw-
down in 1995-96 is 24 months.

Mr Andrew Robathan asked:
“Does my hon Friend agree that
the large number of applications
for voluntary redundancies
reveals how low morale is cur-
rently in the Armed Forces, and
that this is caused by overstretch
and the number of emergency
tours because there are insuffi-
cient troops currently in our

Qrmy?"

Mr  Hanley:
“The large num-
ber of voluntary
redundancies is,
first, a measure
of the generosity
of the volun-
tary redundancy
terms and, sec-
ondly, the sign of an improved
economy outside.”

Ten officers and 67 soldiers
received their redundancy
notices on February 24 while
serving in the former Yugo-
slavia, MPs were told.

Opposition defence spokes-
man Dr David Clark asked for
redundee numbers to be listed
by location. By far the largest
total are serving in Great Britain
— 4,160 (including 539 officers).

Other totals by location are:

Tl g

Northern Ire-
land, 515 (includ-
ing 36 officers);
BAOR, 1,960
(89); Nato, 30
(5); Cyprus, 135
(6); Hong Kong,
60 (16); N Ameri-
ca 17 (3); Belize,
20 (1); Rest of world, 41 (15).

About 85 per cent of the grand
total of 7,015 redundancies are
voluntary.

Ceremonial and guard duties
are currently carried out primari-
ly on a full-time basis by 824
Army and RAF personnel, plus
362 horses involved in mounted
duties, at an estimated cost in
1993-94 of £18.65 million.

@ @ ]
Cards confirming the status of

"Tour interval 17 months - minister

individuals as war pensioners,
enabling them to take advan-
tage of concessions at home
and abroad, will be available
from the War Pensions Unit at
Blackpool this summer.

Meanwhile, access to records
needed for processing war pen-
sions applications has now been
restored. An eight-month clo-
sure of a records office because
of the presence of asbestos
dust (SOLDIER, February 21)
caused a backlog of 25,000
claims, it was revealed in a writ-
ten answer.

Government grants which
enable Battle of Normandy
widows to make one visit to their
husbands’ graves at public

expense cannot be extended to
all members of the family, it was
stated in a written answer. )

21 contact MoD
over Gulf ‘fever’

FIFTEEN former and six cur-
rent members of the Armed
Forces have contacted the
Ministry of Defence expressing
concern about their health fol-
lowing service in the Gulf, MPs
were told on March 10.

So-called Desert Fever or
Desert Storm Syndrome has
been linked in some press
reports to Gulf War service.

In Commons written ques-
tions Mr Llew Smith asked
how many people had contact-
ed the MoD “complaining of
ill-health effects they believe to
be Desert Fever arising from
contamination from serving in
the British forces in Operation
Granby”.

Giving the figures, Armed
Forces Minister Jeremy Hanley
said all 21 complainants had
been offered the opportunity to
be medically assessed by a mil-
itary consultant.

“Of the 14 who have accept-
ed this offer, 12 have so far
been examined. All have been
found to be suffering from sep-
arate medically recognised
conditions which are not pecu-
liar to service in the Gulf.”

On March 11 Mr Hanley
said the MoD had been invited
to provide information to two
US scientific panels investigat-
ing “the alleged Desert Storm
Syndrome”.

He added: “My department
has provided both oral and
written information confirm-
ing that there were no detec-
tions of chemical agents during
the Gulf conflict and no evi-
dence that British troops were
exposed to such agents.”

On March 3 Opposition
defence spokesman Dr David
Clark called for the MoD to set
up an independent scientific
inquiry into the “Desert Fever”
reports.

Mr Hanley replied that there
were no plans to do so “as there
remains no clinical evidence
that members of the British
Armed Forces who served in
the Gulf conflict are suffering
from any unexplained medical
symptoms which would call for
such an inquiry.”

In answer to a further ques-
tion on March 3, Mr Hanley
said two firms of solicitors had
written to the Ministry of
Defence concerning the
reported effects of “Desert
Storm Syndrome.”

“One is acting on behalf of
an individual; the other wrote
on behalf of a group of solici-
tors who have indicated that
they will be acting for a number
of Service and ex-Service per-
sonnel. We have not yet been
informed how many individu-
als this group will represent.”

DRIVING FORCE

After driving together as a team for just two months, Sgt Maj Bowden
(right), 1 LI LAD, and Cpl Mark Burton, 3 RSME, emerged as winners
of Exercise Scottish Rover. Based in Edinburgh, the exercise, includ-
ed in the British Army Motoring Association championship for the
second time, is a night navigation exercise for Land Rovers

Airmobile exercise

MORE THAN 2,000 soldiers
from Colchester-based 24 Air-
mobile Brigade took part in
Exercise Gryphon’s Lift, first
major exercise this year for the
brigade, on the Stanford train-
ing area in Norfolk.

Some of the training took
place in  areas around
Grantham, Oakington and
Bassingbourn, in order to sim-

ulate the 120km distance
which the brigade could cover
on deployment by helicopter.
Among those involved in the
exercise were 3 and 4 Regi-
ments Army Air Corps (the
latter currently based in Det-
mold, Germany), 19 Regiment

Royal Artillery and Ripon-
based 51 Squadron Royal
Engineers.
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Special
Forces
filmed in
Bosnia

BRITISH Special Forces sol-
diers have been operating
inside the besieged Muslim
enclave of Maglaj in northern
Bosnia according to British
television and press reports,
although the Ministry of
Defence will neither confirm
nor deny the presence of the
SAS in the region.

It was claimed that SAS
troopers were operating with
British forward air controllers
(FAC) to mark drop zones for
American humanitarian aid
missions.

With the exception of the
forward air controller, all the
soldiers faces were blacked out
on the BBC Television news
film. The United Nations com-
mander in Bosnia, Lt Gen Sir
Michael Rose, spent much of
his career with the SAS, com-
manding 21 Special Air Service
Regiment during the Falklands
War.

® A UN convoy escorted by
Warriors of 1 Cold Gds deliv-
ered tons of aid to the Muslim
enclave of Maglaj on March
20, breaking a five-month siege
by Bosnian Serbs.

® Prime  Minister John
Major met men of the 1st Bat-
talion, Coldstream Guards
when he flew to former
Yugoslavia with Defence Sec-
retary Malcolm Rifkind on
March 17, and later had talks
in Sarajevo with Lt Gen Sir
Michael Rose.

® Cpl Barney Warburton of
33 Engr Regt was killed while
clearing landmines near Stari
Vitez on March 19. He was the
second British soldier to die in
Bosnia.

® The Band of the Cold-
stream Guards and Britsh
Army parachutists entertained
20,000 Sarajevans in Kosevo
stadium before Sarajevo FC
beat an UNPROFOR XI 4-0
on March 20.

The high-profile sporting
event reflected the success of
the ceasefire around the shat-
tered city.

The UN team included six
British soldiers.

e

Catterick brigad

Maj Gen Hew Pike, GOC 3 (UK) Div, unveils a plague at the gat

-

e guardian - a disarmed Chieftain tank ~

NEWSLINE
e HQ

opened

to mark the opening of the new headquarters of 19 Mechanised Brigade in Catterick on March 2. After
touring the new headquarters, built in a converted house, the GOC cut the ribbon on the front door and
declared the headquarters officially open. The brigade, which moved from Colchester a year ago, has
a dual role. It is part of Nato's Allied Command Europe Rapid Reaction Corps (ARRC) and the National
Reserve and, as such, is ready to deploy anywhere in the world to protect UK interests

ABSD signs
blood deal

New DROPS

THE FIRST of a new genera-
tion of DROPS vehicles has
been accepted by Lt Gen Sir
Jeremy Blacker, Master Gen-
eral of the Ordnance, from
Foden. Four hundred of the
improved ammunition-carrying
trucks, which have increased
capacity, will be supplied over
four years at a cost of £75m.
[ ] [ ] [ ]

The Officers’ Association
helped 1,430 ex-officers,
widows and dependants in
1992-93 with cash grants
totalling nearly £1m.

Downed crew

save officer

THE flying skill and courage of
Army Air Corps aircrew avert-
ed disaster in Crossmaglen, Co
Armagh when they managed to
land their seriously damaged
Lynx aircraft safely. It had
been hit by a Mk 15 mortar
fired by the IRA. The aircrew
also displayed courage in
returning to their burning air-
craft to rescue a seriously
injured RUC officer stranded
in the aircraft.

A REVOLUTIONARY meth-
od of blood storage — first
developments of which were
reported by SOLDIER in Sep-
tember 1988 — came one step
nearer to fruition on March 18.

The Army Blood Supply
Depot (ABSD) signed an his-
toric licensing agreement at
Aldershot with Dutch com-
pany NPBI, which has applied
to carry out trials in conjunc-
tion with the MoD to make
frozen blood commercially
available worldwide.

Apart from saving lives, the
process could make millions in
royalties from overseas sales for
the MoD, which holds the
patent.

Blood has a shelf life of only
five weeks, making it difficult
to stockpile for emergencies.

But the new process, which
has taken 20 years to develop,
freezes the blood without dam-
aging it, enabling it to be stored
for years if necessary.

Col Michael Thomas, com-
manding officer ABSD, sajd:
“In the run-up to the Gulf War
we had all sorts of problems.
The casualty predictions were
high, and we had to prepare for
that.”

The short shelf life of blood
meant that requests for donors
could not be made when
troops first went to the Middle
East, but had to wait until the
shooting started. ’

“Now all those fears are
behind us, because this process
will enable us to plan well in
advance of the event: we are
convinced it will save lives.”
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NEWSLINE

Saatchis awarded military account

THE Army’s two advertising
contracts have been unified
into one £4m annual account,
awarded from Aprii 1 to
Saatchi & Saatchi.

Director of Army Recruiting
Brig Christopher Elliott said:
“The Army account is not the

New body
takes on
clothing

A NEW tri-Service organisa-
tion, the Defence Clothing and
Textiles Authority (DCTA), is
to be formed on April 1.

Among other functions, the
DCTA - the headquarters of
which are at Andover — will
bring together into one organi-
sation responsibility for placing
on the shelf the best clothing
and kit available to the British
Armed Forces and other UK
government organisations.

The new body will be
responsible for an inventory of
more than 27,000 individual
line items.

On October 31, a Defence
clothing and Textiles Agency is
due to be established.

Workshop
passes the
market test

MARKET testing has proved
that 18 Base Workshop, Bov-
ington can provide the best
base repair facilities for the
Army’s main battle tanks.

Against four bids from
industry, 18 Base Workshop
offered the best value for
money and met all the key
requirements. It is the first
Army Base Repair Organisa-
tion (ABRO) workshop to be
market-tested.

Brig Jim Drew, ABRO’s
chief executive, said the in-
house operation would yield
savings of £15m over the next
five years.

“The news is good for the
taxpayer and the Army and is a
clear indication of the capabili-
ties of the dedicated ABRO
workshop staff,” he said.

largest in the country, but it is
one of the most complex and
challenging to carry. It covers
recruiting for officers and sol-
diers of the Regular Army and
the Territorial Army.”
Considerable importance is
placed on the new advertising

account, according to the
Directorate of Army Recruit-
ing, as annual Regular Army
recruiting targets are set to rise
from 9,300 to more than
15,000 in the next two years to
maintain the Army at a stable
manning level of about

120,000 men and women.
Unlike most other organisa-
tions, the Army relies heavily
on the under-25s, which is
why, despite the cutbacks, it
still needs to recruit large num-
bers of fit, qualified and moti-
vated young men and women.

g

Lyneham check-in gets face-lift

f—

Pte James Soave RLC signs in at the improved check-in and waiting areas at Lyneham helped by Air

Transport Liaison Officer WO2 Wayne Fielding of 29 Regiment RLC, South Cerney, and SAC John
Shearing RAF. This first phase cost £155,000 and further phases will improve VIP, departure and arrival
lounges, customs and toilet areas. Lyneham processes 85,000 passengers every year, mainly soldiers

flying on Hercules aircraft.

DERR marches out
of county towns

IN A series of Freedom march-
es, The Duke of Edinburgh’s
Royal Regiment (Berkshire
and Wiltshire) has said farewell
to the county towns from

which it has traditionally
recruited. With “drums beat-
ing, bayonets fixed and
Colours flying”, the regiment
marched through seven towns

FAREWELL TO 240 YEARS

THE BAND of The King’s
Own Scottish Borderers
marched off their final parade
at Weeton Barracks, Preston as
they prepare to merge to form
the Lowland Band of the Scot-
tish Division.

The Colonel of the regi-
ment, Brig Colin Mattingley,
paid tribute to the band for its

long and loyal service over 240
years.

Half the members of the
band will join the newly
formed Lowland Band which
will be based in Edinburgh.
Bandmaster WO1 Martin
Perry will become Bandmaster
of the Staff Band of the Royal
School of Signals at Blandford.

as it prepares to amalgamate
with The Gloucestershire Reg-
iment.

The DERR became the
county regiment of Berkshire
and Wiltshire in 1959 when
The Royal Berkshire Regiment
and The Wiltshire Regiment
amalgamated. Now, the regi-
ment is to merge with the
Glosters to become The Royal
Gloucestershire, Berkshire and
Wiltshire Regiment (1 RGBW)
on April 27.

The marches took place
at Abingdon, Chippenham,
Devizes, Newbury, Salisbury,
Wallingford and Windsor.

1
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Tri-Service public relations staff in Cyprus have hit
upon the perfect four-wheel drive vehicles for cov-
ering otherwise inaccessible terrain on their
“patch”. They have turned to horse power.

From the beginning of April the Cyprus Public
Relations Mounted Troop (CPRMT) will become a
familiar sight wherever more conventional trans-
port cannot operate.

From beach to mountain, chief press officer
Tony Worner and other members of the Joint
Services Public Relations Staff are poised to
gallop into action. They keep their cameras, lap-

top computers, electronic notebooks, mobile
telecommunication equipment and pencils (just in
case) in specially-designed saddlebags.

Pictured (left to right) are photographer Cpl
Brian Gamble RLC, DCPRO Maj Robert Shaw
IG, CPRO Tony Worner, clerk Wendy Walker
and photographer Cpl Gordon Elias RAF.

‘No jokes about trotting out the party line,
please," said Tony. “The horses have made
our mane (sorry, main) task much easier ...
and our gardens have improved out of all recog-

nition.”
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Young Bristol Army cadet
Nathan Joneg (centre), a
I_ance Ccorporal in the Por-
tishead Combineg Army
C_adet Force, has proved
his potential — poth physi-
cally and mentally — py
becoming the only candi-
dat_e from the south west
'egion to be offered an
Army scholarship after the
latest round of assess-

ments. A sixth form pupil at
Brrs_;zol Grammar School,

he is seen celebrating with

fellow Portishead cadets
Neale Weich, Eamonn
Harrington, Paul Cameron
and Lucy Williamson,

ire-damaged house in the
gggkfgfound and the letter she
is holding tell their own story
as far as 15-year-old Teresa
Padgettis concerned. Teresg:
daughter of SSgt Wayne Pa
gett, 125 Field Squadr
chip pan blaze in the hous;a
from spreading. The let‘lert“
delighted Col John Bassett,

n RE, too
: next door at Moss

That is a not
the region’s Army hous

Teresa’s
hot news

to prevent a
pit, Stafford,

e of thanks from a
ing chief.

k prompt action

Colonel of The Princess of
Wales's: Royal Regiment
(Queen’s and Royal Hamp-
shires), newly promoted Lt
Gen Anthony Denison-
Smith, has taken up the
appointment of General
Officer Commanding the
Army's Southern District.
His last command was 1st
(UK) Armoured Division in
BAOR.

Two members of Hameln-
based 35 Engineer Regi-

ment were the delighted oc, or em
recipients of commenda-
tions by Brig Andrew
Pringle, Commander 20 Brigade (left).
Next to him is REME Cpl “H” Harrison,
who received a C in C (UKLF) commen-
dation for his “outstanding work” while
serving in the former Yugoslavia, while Cpl

Mac Mackenzie RE was presented with
a GOC (NI) commendation for his “tremen-
dous contribution” while serving with 29
Field Squadron RE in Northern Ireland.
With them is Lt Col John Durance RE.

Taff assignment
Pte Dean Cunvin (18), Royal Regiment of
Wales, shares a St David's Day leek with
regimental mascot Taffy V after taking part in

their youngest private soldier, who then has
| to stand on a table and eat a whole leek in
front of the battalion. :

:- the annual leek eating ceremony. The 300-
- year-old tradition entails each of the First
Battalion's five companies putting forward

2d Maj Alan
egiment of

non-commis-

rks 15 years' exemple -

- but NCOs can normally only
plete a maximum of 22 years'
service. Inorder to meritaclaspto |

- the edal, a soldier must be com-

‘missioned from the ranks and go
on to complete 30 years' service.
Alan, pictured with proud father

| William (who himseif completed
| 22 years' service) after the pre-
- sentation, joined the Army in 1963,
_ following his father into the 24th of
- Foot. o .




FAST soff work s neoded 1

the joint headquarters at

. Wilron to keep pace with the

rapidiy-develcping situation
in former Yugoslavxa, wntes

:GordonSkxﬂing

Commander UK Land

' Forces, Gen Sir John Wilsey,
becomes Joint Commander

for Operation Ham(ien when

| he dons his blue beret.

nel, mainly fmm HQ UK o
it .

{and Fetees,

pace

OPERATIONAL initiatives
taken by soldiers in Bosnia are
sometimes outpacing political
decisions as commanders press
ahead to consolidate the fragile
peace.

With the dramatic changes
brought about in recent weeks
a window of opportunity has
suddenly opened and soldiers
on the ground are taking on
many new tasks as they mar-

-shal and monitor heavy
weapons. The troops are also
establishing buffer zones two
kilometres either side of con-
frontation lines to minimise the
risk of fighting flaring up again.

From the Kiseljak headquar-

ters of the United Nation’s

Bosnia-Hercegovina com-
mand, Lt Gen Sir Michael
Rose’s “muscular” approach

has led to a thorough reorgani-
sation of the UN assets to cap-

. a:ctivity. assaci#ted. wit:.hf' the
United Nations and Nato

operations in the Balkans.

It comprises Operation

Grapple, to escort and pro-

tect UNHCR convoys carry-
ing  humanitarian  aid;

;Gperamn Cheshlre, the air-
_ lifting of aid into Sara)em,

Operation Deny thht, the
- 'juse of Nato mrpower to
As well as 62 Army person- -

italise on the advances.

British Force Commander
Brig John Reith has moved his
headquarters to Gornji Vakuf
where since February 25 it has
been a one-star subordinate
command known as Sector
South West. He has taken
under command the Spanish,
Canadian and Malaysian bat-
talions operating in Bosnia, as
well as the British battalion.

A Sector North East has also
been established around the
Tuzla area with Dutch and
Nordic battalions under a
Dutch brigadier. The third,

Above - Joint Commander Gen Sir John Wilsey (left) with his senior
staff at JHQ: Cdr Mike Riley RN, Col Peter Williams, Wg Cdr Nick
Fox and Commodore Paul Canter, Director of Operations, who as
the only Royal Navy joint appointment wears the joint stable belt

over his dark blue pullover

Left — Operations Desk watchkeeper Maj Mark Butler RDG (left) has
TA support from Lt Col Phillip Burton RRF and Maj Charles

Ottowell LI

original, subordinate one-star
command of Sector Sarajevo is
commanded by a French
brigadier with French, Ukrain-
ian and Egyptian battalions.

The logistic battalion
remains at Split, now designat-
ed Bosnia-Hercegovina Com-
mand (Rear), and is the base
for the transport squadron and
REME main repair group, plus
a stores company and 845
Royal Naval Air Squadron.

C Squadron, The Light Dra-
goon has moved to Zepce from
Tomislavgrad, where its role
has been taken over by the
Mortar Platoon of the 1st Bat-
talion, Coldstream Guards
with one third of the previous
manpower. Tomislavgrad is
also the base for Royal Engi-
neer Group South.

As well as being base for the

new Sector South West HQ,

Gornji Vakuf also houses 1
Company, 1 Coldm Gds and a
260-strong Royval Engineer
force headquarters.

Both 2 Coy and 3 Coy
Coldm Gds are now based
again in Vitez along with Royal
Engineer Group North.

The impetus to confirm
peace in the fluid situation in
central Bosnia is receiving the
maximum support from Oper-
ation Hamden headquarters at
Wilton, said the Joint Com-
mander, Gen Sir John Wilsey.

“Things happen on the hoof
and the achievers on the
ground are stuck with a very
limited mandate,” he said.
“We have not got a set doc-
trine, so commanders have to
think themselves into the mind
of their superiors and act
accordingly without invalidat-
ing the mandate.”

DUKES
BREAK

FRESH
GROUND

MEN of the 1st Battalion, The
Duke of Wellington’s Regi-
ment have taken up their posi-
tions in Vitez and Bogojno
following Britain’s decision to
reinforce Nato troops in
Bosnia,

One company will be based
in Vitez and two companies
and the headquarters at Bogo-
jno, a new location for British
troops, 15km north west of
Gornji Vakuf.

Less than 24 hours after
Defence Secretary Malcolm
Rifkind visited 1 DWR in Bul-
ford to check their state of
readiness they were on their
way to Bosnia.

Within an hour of receiving
the order to go, the 90-strong
advance party, led by com-
manding officer Lt Col David
Santa-Olalla, was driving out
of the gates of their headquar-
ters to catch an RAF flight to
Split.

In response to a plea from
the UN for more troops, the
Defence Secretary announced
on March 10 that 900 British
reinforcements would be sent
to Bosnia. The Iron Dukes bat-
talion group is supported by a
field troop of sappers from
Ripon-based 38 Engineer
Regiment, 30 soldiers from 33
Engineer Regiment (EOD) at
Chatham, D Squadron of The
Light Dragoons and various
other support elements.

As the men boarded the air-
craft at Brize Norton, their
Land Rovers were being
loaded on to Hercules at Lyne-
ham and their 95 Saxon troop
carriers were being driven on to

ships at Marchwood military
port near Southampton. The
move was expected to be com-
plete by March 24 and will
boost British forces in the
region to 3,500.

The battalion will come
under the command of Brig
John Reith, commander of
British forces in the UN’s
Sector South West based at
Gornji Vakuf. Their tasks will
include patrolling buffer zones
between warring factions and
manning weapon collection
points.

Lt Col Santa Olalla said: “I
am confident that my soldiers
are fully trained to meet any
tasks that are given to us.”
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Explosive ;_performance B

| COLDSTREAMERS who took on the Novi Travnik Croat militia
| at five-a-side fanthﬁ!l wsregivem unexpoctodly ciose support .

When a Imm omcer'bmught mem the smﬂing chalienge,_

~ when the Eosnian Army s!aned ammng the area. The match
: 'ﬂﬁéhﬁfﬁéﬁlyabﬁmmd and the %!dmmersboat a hasty :

Above - Final checks
being made to the Saxon
vehicles. This is the first
time that Saxons will be
used on operations out-
side Northern Ireland

Left — Maj Nick Borwell,
OC Alma Coy, talks to Mr
Rifkind during his visit to
the 1st Battalion, The
Duke of Wellington's
Regiment at their head-
quarters in Bulford

Sapper work wins
general approval

ONE BRITISH soldier who
has left his mark on Bosnia for
years to come is Sgt Robert
Pickford, Royal Engineers. He
has had a UN checkpoint
named after him.

Pickford’s Point has
become the accepted
name for the UN check-
point which lies on the
approaches to the devas-
tated town of Gornji
Vakuf in central Bosnia.

It is a simple affair;
bastion walls filled with
gravel form a chicane
and in the centre, by the
roadside, portacabin accom-
modation unit for the UN sol-
diers and Croat and Muslim
police who man it. Despite
heavy snow, he completed the
project in a day.

Sgt Pickford had an unex-
pected visitor on site in the
person of Lt Gen Sir Michael
Rose, Commander of UN-
PROFOR troops in Bosnia-

Sgt Pickford

Hercegovina.

“At the time I was guiding in
a crane,” he explained. “The
snow was coming down by the
bucketful and I felt a tap on my
shoulder. “Why is this
road blocked?’ asked a
1 voice, to which I replied
‘T’ll just get this porta-
cabin in and you can be
on your way’.

“I gave it a second or
two, turned round and it
was General Rose.

“] said: *Sorry, Sir, I
do apologise, I didn’t
recognise you.” ‘You
carry on lad,’ he said. ‘It could
only be the engineers who work
in this weather. Just give me a
shout in the Range Rover when
you’ve finished.” ”

The checkpoint is one of a
number which have been
established by United Nations
Protection Forces on the main
aid supply routes into central
Bosnia.

— I @ More Op Grapple coverage in Pages 17-19 _



Soldiers are
there when you
need them...

Please be there when
they need you

The Army Benevolent Fund provides help to any man or woman and
their families if they are serving or have served in the British Army and
are in real need. This help is given in two ways: through grants to
supplement Corps or Regimental aid and by financial support to over
70 national charities providing for the special needs of those in
distress.

Our overall aim is to bring help to the many cases where state
assistance is inapplicable, inadequate or unable
to meet the immediate need.

Your donation, covenant or legacy will
provide invaluable assistance for those who
served their country.

Please help them in their hour of need.

| To: The Army Benevolent Fund, Dept. SOL,
41 Queen’s Gate, London SW7 5HR
We owe a lot to the soldiers who fought so hard for our freedom and our future and continue to protect
us. | would like to make this contribution to help those of them who are in need

| enclose a donation of €10] £15[] £25[] Other€

Please charge my Access/Visa Card No Expiry Date

0 5 O Y

[ Please send me details on making a legacy or how | could donate through Payroll Giving

I Signature

Name
Address
Postcode
Data Protection Act: We may occasionally wish to contact you about our work |t you would prefer
that we do not. please tick the box O

| THE ARMY BENEVOLENT FUND
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Military Livery and Civilian Tailors .
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pleased to be Regimental

We are
Tailors by appointment to:

e
The Household Cavalry.
1st The Queen’s Dragoon Guards.
The Queen’s Own Hussars.
Royal Tank Regiment.
Corps of Royal Engineers.
Royal Corps of Signals.
The Prince of Wales’s Own Regiment of Yorkshire.
The Royal Irish Regiment.
The Queen’s Lancashire Regiment.
The Duke of Wellington’s Regiment.
The Royal Regiment of Wales.
The Worcestershire and Sherwood Foresters.
Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment.
The Duke of Edinburgh’s Royal Regiment.
The Light Infantry.
7th Duke of Edinburgh’s Own Gurkha Rifles.
The Army Air Corps.
The Royal Army Chaplain’s Department.
The Royal Logistic Corps.
Royal Army Medical Corps.
Corps of Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers.
The Adjutant General’s Corps.
Royal Army Veterinary Corps.
Small Arms School Corps.
Royal Army Dental Corps.
Intelligence Corps.
Army Physical Training Corps.
The Berkshire Yeomanry.
The Inns of Court and City Yeomanry.
Rovyal Gloucestershire Hussars.
The Wessex Regiment.

Exclusively cut and tailored in our own workrooms by experienced craftsmen, under the
personal supervision of Mr Golding
We offer top quality service using the finest Barathea and Superfine materials, with
competitive prices and credit
QOur special fast service is available at no extra charge
We can also supply: military ties, blazer badges, badges of rank, Marcella shirts,
miniature medals, Sam Browne beits, spurs, George boots, Mess wellingtons and khaki
shirts
Full-sized and miniature medals remounted
Service dress hats, side hats and Blues hats supplied
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Our Representative will call at your
request. Ring (0727) 841321 —
Fax (0727) 831462 or write for details to:
220 Hatfield Road, St Albans, Herts ALT 4LW
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Joint RMP and HVO police checkpoints ease the passage of convoys. Cpl Mick Newman from the Tomislavgrad detachment mans the start of

route triangle at the Lipa checkpoint

Cpl Andrew Cook is ready to brief convoys before they move into
dangerous country around Prozor

OPERATING between Split
and Vitez is a composite Royal
Military Police half company
which includes personnel from
160 Provost Company in
Aldershot and 158

RMPs police vital
aid convoy routes

with traffic accidents and theft
while the two Tomislavgrad
patrols handle traffic control

and man two checkpoints.
From the checkpoints they
brief drivers on

Provost Company
in Bulford plus one
Special Investigat-
tions Branch invest-
igator attached from
Aldershot and
another from Catterick.
The, O€, Capt

Mark
Roberts, his driver, the two

SIB investigators and nine
others are based at Split;
Tomislavgrad has two patrols;
and a sergeant and three cor-
porals are based at Vitez.

The sergeants stay in posi-
tion for two months for conti-
nuity, while the corporals
rotate every two to three weeks.

The Split detachment is
mainly involved in general
police duties, such as dealing

weather conditions,
the need for snow
chains, radio fre-
quencies and call
signs. They also
explain the tactical
situation, the likelihood of con-
voys coming under fire, the
need for body armour and the
composition of the escort.

At Vitez, a sergeant and
three corporals are responsible
for police and provost opera-
tions, some convoy escorting,
and making sure the route is
signed.

Capt Roberts said that
although most drivers knew the
route, there had been some
problems with local people

® Turn to next page
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BRITISH soldiers watching
the civil war in Vitez say they
sometimes feel like directing
staff observing an exercise.

But there is no “Endex”, the
casualty evacuations are for
real and the dead do not get up
for a debrief.

During the Bosnian Muslim
attack on the Bosnian Croat
pocket at Vitez, the 1st Battal-
ion, Coldstream  Guards
posted two Warriors and nine
men to guard a Dutch-Belgian
transport battalion laager per-
ilously close to the fighting at
Santici.

Royal Military Police personnel serving at Vitez. From left are Sgt “Butt”
LCpl Taff Davies, Cpl Liz Churchley and SSgt Bryan Maddern

The guardsmen moved non-
essential  personnel from
immediate danger and their
presence gave a significant
morale boost to those who
remained.

“Both sides know and
respect Warrior, so they don’t
mess us about,” said OC No 2
Company, Maj Other Windsor
Clive.

But it was an experience he
found almost surrealistic. At
times there would be an inten-
sive battle and an enormous
amount of firing, yet not far
away people would be wander-

ing around as if nothing was
happening.

The first time Lt James
Lewis saw a bandaged soldier
on a stretcher it took him a
while to realise the man had
actually been shot. Another
time he watched, fascinated, as
a militiaman set up a remote-
controlled rocket and obliterat-
ed a nearby house.

After taking up a position in
his tracked Warrior, 2nd Lt
George Latham was asked by a
militiaman to move so that the
man could fire his mortar.
Coldstreamers need to be

Policemen in Bosnia

® From Page 17

stealing or misdirecting signs.

“One French convoy did not
turn left where it should have
and was driving straight into
Serb-held territory,” he said.

The further north, the more
law and order breaks down and
the more problems there are in
dealing with local police forces.

Capt Roberts chairs regular
18

meetings with police chiefs to
iron out problems at the high-
est level.

“Though we have no author-
ity over the Bosnian Croat
(HVO) military police, there
tend to be no problems on a
day-to-day basis because of the
way the convoys are organ-
ised,” he said.

“Aid vehicles are given a par-

Phillips, Cpl Richard Keightley,

ticular ‘window’ and the HVO
use this as well.”

There have been many alle-
gations of war crimes by all
sides, but the SIB investigators
have not been made welcome
at the scenes of alleged mas-
sacres when they have arrived
to take photographs and video-
tape evidence.

With burnt and mutilated
bodies often still been in place,
it has not been a pleasant
aspect of their work.

There’s no ‘Endex’ to stop
the killing in this conflict

extraordinarily careful to avoid
accusations of helping one side
or the other.

Safe inside their Warriors
they could take a detached
view of the fighting. In his first
week with the battalion, 2nd Lt
Zog Zvegintzov had to remind
himself that he was watching a
real battle through his vehicle’s
sights.

“It is a framed picture, just
like a film,” he said. “You sit
there, eating your packed
lunch and watching people
‘clearing” houses.”

With sudden death cutting
off lives so near them, the mon-
itoring guardsmen had to avoid
being emotionally drawn into
the fight. It was not their battle.

The attacking BiH (largely
Muslim) army carried out the
operation very professionally,
according to LSgt John Moore,
attached from The Princess of
Wales’s Royal Regiment.

“Grenades were going in,
there was artillery fire coming
down, support from the flanks
was putting in rockets and it
was impressive how quickly
they took out buildings,” he
said.

L

Above - Listening in on the OC’'s net is Gdsm Martin
Staton of 2 Coy

Above right — A Warrior provides reassuring protection for
Dutch and Belgians in their transport camp at Santicia

Below — The crew of Tango one zero are well protected during
the fighting in Santici. From left are 2nd Lt George Latham,
Gdsm Darren Long, Gdsm Paul Ainsley and LCpl Dicky Coombe
of 2 Company’s 5 Platoon

ZOG FOLLO

T

S IN THE

FAMILY FOOTSTEPS

SECOND Lt Piers Zvegintzov
could be forgiven a feeling of déja
vu when he landed in Split on his
way to join the 1st Battalion,
Coldstream Guards at Vitez.

He is descended from Genghis
Khan, whose Mongol hordes
arrived at Split 752 years previ-
ously. They did not sack the city
but destroyed Serbia

before escaping to Paris where he
married another exile. They sub-
sequently settled in Britain.

2nd Lt Zvegintzov, who read
history at Cambridge, studied art
and travelled the world as a
painter, has a long military pedi-
gree.

His grandfather left The Border
Regiment as a briga-

and much of central
Europe before going
home.

Known to all as
Zog, 2nd Lt Zvegint-
zov’s traceable Mon-
gol roots go back to a
cousin of the great
Khan.

A Russian military
observer, visiting the
Coldstreamers’ Mess
at Vitez, became
friendly on discover-
ing his wife hails from
the area in which
Zog’s  great-grandfather  had
estates.

The last Russian Zvegintzov
was in the Tsarina’s Chevalier
Guards — the Russian Blues and
Royals — and fought with the white
Russians after the 1917 revolution

Heir to estates south
of Moscow: 2nd Lt
Zog Zvegintzov

dier after 36 years
and his father, Ivan,
commanded the
Coldstream Guards
company Zog has
joined. He later
became 2iC and lat-
terly a colonel as
Defence Attaché in
Bulgaria during the
collapse of the Soviet
empire.

If an opportunity
ever came up to go
back and run the
estate, 2nd Lt Zveg-
intzov would go like a shot. There
was a big house 300 miles south-
east of Moscow, which, he said,
had probably been converted into
some kind of institution. The
family still has documents in old
Slavonic.
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THE ROYAL Military Acad-
emy, Sandhurst, traditional
bastion of all that is correct in

British Army style, has
notched up another notable
first — and proved in the

process that it is, in all senses
of the word, paces ahead of
its rivals, writes Phil
Wilcox.

“As the only British Army
unit which deals with foreign
academies, we have to keep
abreast of what is happening
overseas,” said RMA com-
mandant Maj Gen Tim
Toyne Sewell.

“But for some time now,
our counterparts such as the
Dutch Academy at Breda and
the St Cyr Academy in
France have had a distinct
advantage.”

The simple fact was that
the Army on this side of the
Channel has literally been out
of step with its European
cousins, he explained.

For years, their passing-out
parades and ceremonial
guard duties have used the
metric pace of 970cm.

With chauvinistic obstina-
cy, the traditional 30in pace
has been retained in the UK.

“But with more and more
Nato-style guard mountings
being carried out in Europe,”
the commandant added, “we
were in danger of being left
behind.”

He therefore tasked Acade-
my Sergeant Major (ASM)
David Cox and WO2 (CSM)
Paul Ladd with finding a
solution.

“We did a fair amount of
research,” said ASM Cox,
“and found that, in order to
standardise the paces, they
would have to be lengthened
by 9cm.”

That was easy in theory,
WO2 Ladd told SOLDIER,
but the major problem was
that to do so involved an
adjustment to the instructors’
pace-sticks.

“It would mean inserting
an extra 1.2cm to the brass

adjusting bar on each stick,”
he said.

“We put it to the comman-
dant, and he gave the go-
ahead to order an initial
batch.”

The next stage was to con-
tact pace-stick manufacturers
F R Bean, who have supplied
Sandhurst’s tailor-made
sticks since the turn of the
century, to see if the addition
of extra quantities of brass
was feasible.

The firm agreed to give it a
try, and individual measure-
ments were duly taken.

Meanwhile, over the past
few weeks, the Academy’s
instructors have been putting
the new paces into practice

with the latest intake of
cadets.

“At first it was pretty
chaotic,” said ASM Cox.

“Our biggest worries were
confirmed. The instructors
were still using their old
sticks: they were calling out
instructions and the cadets
were stepping at different
paces.”

It was a question of
instructors and recruits get-
ting to know the new system
together, he added.

But what was interesting
was that the instructors found
that they had more to learn
than their somewhat younger
charges, said WO2 (CSM)
Ladd.

“Just as computers are
taken for granted in school
classrooms these days, so is
metric measurement, so we
found that, to begin with, we
were struggling with the con-
version.

“But on the other hand,
the cadets had hardly heard
of feet and inches.”

With a lot of hard work, the
970cm pace has been perfect-
ed and, from the beginning of
this month, the first adjusted
pace-sticks were put into use.

“We are delighted with
them,” said ASM Cox,

“though of course they will

for the future

Picture: Mike Weston

difference in pace length, with WO2 (CSM) Paul Ladd keeping a
steady hand on the out-of-date calculation, while RMA cadets
practise the new drill in the background

passed out from Sandhurst in
the 1950s.

“He was only too pleased
to make a financial contribu-
tion, so that will solve a few
problems,” the ASM said.
“But there will obviously

some other logistical

take a little getting used to.”
The cost of conversion has
been fairly considerable but,
in conjunction with the
MoD, Sandhurst approached
a former RHA officer cadet,
Hugh Masby-Jerkhin, now a
successful business man, who be

Picture: Mike Weston

posers which will have to be
sorted out.”

A course is to be intro-
duced for regimental band
bass drummers, for instance,
to familiarise them with the

new pace.
Also, once the system is

extended next week to the
Guards barracks in London,
inside leg measurements of
uniform trousers will need to
be increased to allow more
freedom of movement for the
longer, individually-bespoke
pace-sticks.

Above — Moving on apace: RMA Sandhurst's WO2 (CSM) Paul
Ladd (left) with the old pace-stick and ASM David Cox with the

new, larger version

Left — Sticklers for accuracy: Craftsmen put the finishing touch-

es to pace-sticks in their workshop

And, in possibly the most
far-reaching  repercussion,
Horse Guards Parade will
have to be extended by 15ft
(456cm) in time for the
Trooping the Colour cere-
mony in June, in order to
make room for the longer
paces.

Mayfair-based manufac-
turers F R Bean are very
pleased with Sandhurst’s
reaction to the new sticks.

“It’s been a hell of a rush
getting the initial orders
through, but it’s been well

worth while,” said a spokes-

man for the firm.

“We were a trifle worried at
first that the brass inSert
might prove a little tricky, but
our craftsmen were more
than equal to it. And, after
all, we have been doing this
sort of thing since my grand-
father’s day.”

The new paces will be dis-
played at Sandhurst for the

J'part in a

first time in public at the Sov-
ereign’s Parade later this
month.

“I suppose one side-effect
will be that the march-past
will be shortened by five min-
utes because of the longer
paces,” said ASM Cox. “Very
useful if it is damp and cold
like it was for the Duchess of
Kent a few months ago.”

He and his fellow-instruc-
tors are now looking forward
to the attumn, when the
RMA has been invited to
send representatives to take
special guard
mounting in Paris.

Meanwhile, in the current
stringent financial climate as
far as defence is concerned,
the Sandhurst experience has
given a whole new meaning
to the Army being short of
brass . . .

® F R Bean ad: see SOLDIER
Classifieds, page 73.

21




% OLD ESTABLISHED PROPERTY MANAGEMENT CO.
% SPECIALISTS FOR HM FORCES MA
* 10% FEES - NO WOP

HIDDEN EXTRAS ol

wo ¥ oV

* FULL P?{\ W N

INSURANCE 3

A2 JO oF
G ¢

. TELEPHONEORWRITE
FORBROCHURE:

GREENFIELD PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
GREENFIELD HOUSE, DOWLANDS LANE, ; .
'COPTHORNE, W. SUSSEX RH10 3HX

TEL/FAX: (0342) 718671 (24 HRS)

08

TAX FREE
VAUXHALLS

at unbeatable PRICES
DEAL DIRECT WITH UK MAIN DEALER
CALL OUR TAX FREE SPECIALIST
~ _Peter White N
~ TELEPHONE: (0935) 74842
FREEPHONE TELEPHONE:
- 0130 81 49 28 (From Germany)

Part Exchange welcome and Finance arranged
. (subject to status) -

Tax Free for use
outside the UK

Tax paid for use in

the UK [ ] usedcars

Arlington

Addiewell Lane * Yeovil
Tel: ‘0935' 74842 a.;.--.l'lln'll a PROCESSES a..- s PRODECTS

MOVING?

IF YOU ARE A SOLDIER SUBSCRIBER, PLEASE
REMEMBER TO INFORM US OF YOUR NEW
ADDRESS - AT LEAST FOUR WEEKS BEFORE
YOU MOVE.

WRITE TO: SOLDIER SUBSCRIPTIONS, PARSONS
HOUSE, ORDNANCE ROAD, ALDERSHOT, HANTS
GUI1 2DU OR TELEPHONE ALDERSHOT (0252)
347353

This applies to individual subscribers and Army units

‘:1 Financial Packages

‘.. .the best pieces of kit

we had on operations’

Design, development, manufacture and direct sale [~ pEASE SEND ME DETAILS AND PRICES OF:
specialists worldwide serving the military, police and | LIGHTWEIGHT SLEEPING BABS [ |

those working in extreme and arduous environments.

JArktis

1
I 3 BROOKSIDE IND. UNITS VENNY BRIDGE EXETER EX4 8N |
FACSIMILE NO. (0392 461993 TELEPHONE NO.(0392) 465315 |

%

| CHEST WEBBING

| YOUR COMPLETE RANGE
| NAME AND ADDRESS:-

DEPT SM393

a
| WATERPRODF SMOCKS [
O

| PERTEX LIBOND JACKETS [ 1
PATROL PACKS [

SOLDIER
Wall
Plaque

This handsome
mounted shield
depicts the official
SOLDIER insignia
on a dark wood
base

£17.00 UK
£19.00 elsewhere

SOLDIER MAGAZINE SERVICES

SOLDIER Magazine Binders
Enamel These smart
binders are
?adl.ge perfect for
quasty filing your copies

enamel badge
again depicting
the SOLDIER

of SOLDIER. A
set of two binders

et s will hold 25
insignia » issues.
£3.55 UK !

£8.75 UK/BFPO
£3.80 £11.50
elsewhere

elsewhere

All the above prices are inclusive of VAT where applicable, and postage and packing.
Please allow 21 days for UK delivery.

To order any of these items, send your cheque/PO payable to “SOLDIER” to: Soldier Magazine Services,
Ordnance Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU. Tel: 0252 347352/3. Fax: 0252 347358.

D5

22



OCdt Tony Lysak crawls through a wire-crossed sand pit

Right — Capt Andrew Smith negotiates his way across an obstacle

during a CIOR military pentathlon

to beat the
best in Nato

CONSIDERING the amount
of physical suffering endured
by the large group of young
officers in a gymnasium and
over an assault course on a
Hampshire training area, there
was an almost complete
absence of grunting and groan-
ing, writes Laurie Manton.

They were involved in one of
a number of selection tests
organised for the British
Army’s Reserve Forces Associ-
ation, which is looking to boost
its pool of young officers bid-
ding for places in a military
pentathlon organised by the
Interallied Confederation of
Reserve Officers (CIOR).

The confederation repre-
sents the reserve forces’ views
of Nato’s 13 member countries
and holds an annual congress
during which CIOR members
study the Regular and Reserve
components of the Armed
Forces in the host nation.

Subjects such as conditions
of service for reserved officers,
psychological warfare and
national defence policy are dis-
cussed.

A three-day military pen-
tathlon competition staged at
the end of the congress,
attracts an average entry of
more than 200 part-time offi-
cers.

Based on military skills, it
opens with a shooting contest
in which the rifles and pistols

in service with
the host nation’s
armed forces are
used.

An obstacle course has to be
negotiated as well as a five-
obstacle swim. A 10km orien-
teering race includes an aerial
ropeway and an assault boat
water crossing. Officers’ navi-
gation skills are tested on each
leg of the course by the use of
different types and scales of

maps, air photographs and
sketches.
Teams throw grenades,

judge distance of targets and
read maps in a final military
skills section.

Britain’s potential competi-
tors have been put through
their paces over the past few

OCdts Amy Brooker, London UOTC,
and Catherine Hanley, Southampton
UOTC, drag Wendy Roberts over an
assault course wall

months during a series of initial
training and selection week-
ends at Ash Ranges and Black-
down Camp.

This year’s event takes place
in Brussels and during the next
four years others are scheduled
for Rome, Oslo, Athens and
London. Competition, not
surprisingly, has been fierce for
the 20 or so places in the
squad.

With his 1994 team already
short-listed, UK team direc-
tor, Lt Col Stephen Quant is
now looking ahead. He wants
fit young officers — male and

.

Sgt Hayes, US Army (left) discusses targetry skills with OCdt Rob

Juxon of Southampton UOTC and Lt Jim Beeston, 6/7 PWRR

A US Army gunnery instructor advises
UK team member Capt Andrew Smith
(right) of 6/7 PWRR on the workings of
the M16 carbine

.

female — to volunteer for the
training sessions.

Although the TA continues
to dominate the team, other
reserve forces are beginning to
bid for places. Last year, an
RAFVR officer took part, and
another was involved in this
year’s selection courses, as was
a Royal Marine. The Royal
Naval Reserve has now
declared an interest.

Col Quant says his ideal
starter would be a lieutenant or
captain aged 24 to 25. “They
should be fit, a good shot with
both pistol and rifle, a more
than adequate map reader and
confident swimmers.

“We are always looking for
new team members. Unfortu-
nately, there are few volunteers
coming forward with the ideal
profile. Most of our new
entrants are provided by Uni-
versity OTCs. While they are
short on experience in shoot-
ing and navigation, the young
officer cadets are quick to learn
and quite a number have
become prime candidates for
places in following years,” he
said.

Interested reserve officers
seeking further information
should write to Maj Mike
McRitchie at G3 Training,
Headquarters Southern Dis-
trict, Steeles Road, Aldershot
GUI1 2DP (tel: 0252
347352).
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WORKING in the highlands
of Kenya has been taxing the
men and machines of 69
Gurkha  Field Squadron,
Queen’s Gurkha Engineers to
their limits.

Altitude, climate and terrain
have combined to offer the
most demanding conditions
for operators as well as some of
the best opportunities for com-
manders to carry out training.

The squadron’s main party
brought in the New Year on a
“dry” RAF flight somewhere
between Europe and Africa on
the way to the fourth Royal
Engineers’” annual three-

.month Exercise Oakapple.

With a field troop in the
Falklands, the 220-strong
squadron took only 135 sol-
diers to Kenya — of whom 98
were Gurkhas — formed in two
composite troops, a plant sec-
tion and HQ troop.

Showpiece of the exercise is
an assistant warden’s house
constructed by Alpha Troop
near a mini-village erected by
other squadrons during the
previous three Oakapple exer-
cises.

The large, single-storey
house is a very desirable resi-
dence, quite apart from its
spectacular site in a wildlife
conservation park.

It comprises two bedrooms,
lounge, kitchen and bathroom
as well as a servant’s bedroom
and bathroom with electricity
and hot and cold running
water. Most of the squadron’s
Class One tradesmen were
employed on this ten-week
project.

The same time was neces-
sary for the troop to construct a
ten-culvert concrete causeway
to replace a timber bridge
made unstable by earlier
floods. This involved diverting
a river first one way then the
other as each half of the bridge
was built. Continuous pump-
ing was necessary to clear
water seepage and allow a con-
crete base slab to be laid.

24

SAPPERS IN KENYA

Gurkhas fee
the heat und
African skie

i

Lt Piers Vickers, SSgt Bhoki

man Gurung

and Lt Hom Bahadur Rana survey progress on the assistant

warden’s house near a mini-village built by other squadrons during the previous three Oakapple exercises

Bravo Troop’s tasks in-
cluded building a small
three-roomed house to accom-
modate a warden who had pre-
viously only had a small tin
shack. The troop also replaced
a small bridge with a more sub-
stantial construction.

A nearby culvert which had
buckled and silted up was also
replaced, ensuring that the
route through the centre of the
reserve would not be closed
because of flash floods destroy-
ing the earlier, weaker struc-
tures.

The most dramatic work was
carried out by the Plant Sec-
tion, which cut a ten-metre
wide, eight kilometre-long

swathe through the edge of the
forest.

Because the clearing was
made for the construction of a
boundary fence, it was not pos-
sible to deviate from the line on
the map to follow the contours
of the hills.

Trees had to be felled at the
edge of the forest, and where
possible the Gurkhas dis-
pensed with chain saws, prefer-
ring to rip up the roots of trees
with the D6 dozer, then push
the trees over.

Ravines had to be filled in to
establish the safety limit of a
one-in-four gradient. Opera-
tors had to be very safety-con-
scious, said vehicle artificer

SSgt Kev Smith, because of the
gradients and the treacherously
slippery earth when it rained.

It was also difficult work for
the dozers, which worked at 15
to 20 per cent less power
because of the altitude.

This  particular  project
impressed 36 Engineer Regi-
ment RSM Ian Sinclair, who
watched some of his former
plant pupils carrying out the
work during a visit to the
squadron with the command-
ing officer, Lt Col Robbie
Burns.

It was a dream come true for
a plant corporal, who could ask
no better project because it set
real challenges, demanded

I e

Making a liaison visit to John and Cath Wreford-Smith, who pro

Words: Gordon Skilling

Pictures: Mike Perring
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Above - Site Commander Cpl Parshu Gurung explains the practical
problems of the plant section to Lt Col Robbie Burns and Maj Andy Mills

Left — Alpha troop gives the Amboni causeway a solid start

S N G

MacLachlan, Maj Andy Mills, Lt Col Robbie Burns, 2nd Lt Mark Crofts and RSM lan Sinclair

tremendous operating skills
and tested men and equipment
to the full, he said.

Houses, bridges and culverts
would not necessarily stretch
trade skills in Britain, but pro-
vided a challenge in Kenya.
Altitude and mountain work
affected Gurkhas less than any
other Royal Engineers,
although even they needed a
little acclimatisation  after
being stationed at Chatham.

The higher locations in

bamboo forests were very simi-
lar to Nepal, said Squadron
Sergeant Major WO2 Dalba-
hadur Limbu.

His men were used to the
height and heat, although
Kenya was drier than the sticky
heat of Hong Kong.

The Gurkhas enjoyed the
change, and because most of
them could understand Hindi
they could hire videos from
local Indian shops, haggle with
the shopowners very effectively

and drive the best bargains!

Working just south of the
equator and at heights from
8,000ft to 10,000ft, they expe-
rienced daytime temperatures
rising to 25 degrees but drop-
ping rapidly below zero on
clear nights.

At both troop sites it was
vital for concrete to be given
the correct conditions in which

*to set properly. It had to be

poured early, and as soon as it
was touch-hard, a curing mem-

a " WA N
el safaris for sappers, are Capt Andy

-
Sqn Sergeant Major
wo2 Dalbahadur
Limbu uses locally
employed civilians to
provide services for
the camps

brane of polythene had
to be laid over it to stop
the sun drying it too
quickly, said Bravo
Troop Commander Lt
Hom Bahadur Rana.
To prevent the con-
crete from cracking,
hessian was later laid
to complete the pro-
cess.

Lt Hom was able to
complete only half the
projects before hand-
ing over to Lt Piers
Vickers. After joining the
Queen’s Gurkha Engineers in
1976, he became 69’s
squadron sergeant major in its
last years of independence
before it became part of 36
Engineer Regiment. L.t Hom
has now returned to Hong
Kong to become a Troop
Queen’s Gurkha Officer.

Lt Simon Thomas used a
different method to protect his
concrete from frost at Bravo

® Turn to next page
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AS QUARTERMASTER of
69 Gurkha Engineer Squadron
Maj Peter Kershaw is as expe-
rienced an African hand as any
and has seen many changes
since British soldiers left in the
early 1960s after the ferocity of
the Mau Mau rebellion.

He was delighted to experi-
ence the same welcome he
remembered as a young man in
1967 from Eric and Vena
Johansen, managers of the
Mweiga estates. They used to
run a “Highland Leave
Scheme” for soldiers from
Aden.

ried out projects in Kenya for
many years, and have always
used the Johansen’s land and
water at Mweiga as their base.
Maj Kershaw used their pool
to give swimming lessons to the
Gurkhas.

The work of the British sap-
pers is paid for with money
donated to the Rhino Ark, a
worldwide charity which sup-
ports Kenya Wildlife Services’s
Aberdare National Park.

Squadron headquarters is
some 100 miles north of Nairo-

SAPPERS IN KENYA

Peters nostaig

British engineers have car-

Maj Peter Kershaw first met

bi and only a mile from Tree-
tops, where the Queen was told
of her father’s death.

It is at an altitude of 8,000ft,
with the troop sites several
thousand feet higher in the
bamboo forests of the Aber-
dare mountains.

The Aberdare Country
Club, of which Vena Johansen
is a manageress, is a popular
venue offering excellent hospi-

tality. During their four days of

local leave and four days’
adventurous training, sappers
can enjoy activities including
camel treks, walks up Mt
Kenya and scuba diving off the
East African coast.

Charge of the
heavy brigade

ELEPHANTS have a right of
way in Kenya’s National Parks,
where 69 Gurkha Field
Squadron carried out a variety
of construction tasks for the
Kenya Wildlife Services.

Confronted by one of the
huge beasts, Cpl Sukraj Limbu
was making a tactical with-
drawal when the elephant
charged him.

Cpl Sukraj escaped and
reported the incident to a
warden. He was told never to
turn away or reverse because
animals could take this as a
sign of weakness.

Thereafter, instead of ele-
phants charging him, Cpl
Sukraj charged the elephants —
slowly and carefully.

“They are not as friendly as
in Nepal. We charge them
slowly because they are big and
need time to get out of the
26

way,” he explained. Sgt Gam-
bahadur Thapa took the easy
way out. He sent drivers such
as Cpl Kharka Bahadur Limbu
along a road where he had had
a close encounter with an ele-
phant on a bend.

As Sgt Gambahadur
squeezed past in his Land
Rover, it turned and trumpeted
its displeasure, nearly deposit-
ing the terrified Gurkha in the
woods.

Lt Simon Thomas, Alpha
Troop commander, imagined
he was strolling through an
English wood until a bush
roared at him.

He had not seen the lion just
50 feet away and he was sud-
denly glad he had an armed
ranger with him.

The sappers took the sensi-
ble precaution of having armed
wardens with them as they

Eric and Vena Johansen as a young
sapper in 1967 . . . and received a warm welcome in 1994

The jobs Maj Kershaw car-
ried out 27 years ago were basi-
cally the same although the end
result was not as sophisticated
because not much concrete
was used.

“We used nearly all natural
resources, and timber which
we chopped down ourselves,”
he said.

two days later. _
Having commanded 20
‘Squadron in Kenya durin;

- Oakapple '93 he must have
- wondered if his good fortune -

worked, and avoided walking
or driving at night if possible.

It was nevertheless slightly
unnerving to be taking a
shower at Alpha Troop’s
“bamboo palace” and hear ele-
phants snapping off the
bamboo and munching it.

A colony of birds in a nearby
tree brought memories of
home for the sappers — there
was so much screeching and
cackling going on there that it
was affectionately known as the
“wives’ club”.

African skies
@ From page 25
Troop. If water inside the con-
crete was allowed to form ice
crystals, it would damage the
chemical reaction and weaken
the concrete, so as well as a
protective membrane, he laid
two inches of soil to protect
against frost penetration.

The best-laid schemes of
men on reconnaissance some-
times went awry when engi-
neers arrived on site and new

Above — Lt Hom Bahadur Rana shows Lt Piers Vickers and 2nd Lt
Mark Crofts how the first half of the Amboni causeway will

withstand flash floods

Below - keeping the vehicle fleet on the road is the fitter section of
Cpl Chandra Kuma Thapa, Cpl Milan Gurung, LCpl Frazer North,
SSgt Kev Smith and Cpl Les Halasz

factors were discovered which
complicated the issue. But sap-
pers are supreme at solving
practical problems.

The structure of soil at the
Kihoni river bridge gave partic-
ular problems because it col-
lapsed under a vibrator
compactor. Six inches of hard
core had to be laid and tamped
(compressed) by hand — a very
slow process which took one-
and-a-half weeks. Rock had to
be fetched from a 12,000ft
scree slope.

The finished bridge has sub-
stantial gabions (rock in wire
mesh) to protect the earth
embankment from flash floods
which cause great erosion.

When work started on the
culvert it was soon established
that the original had not been
bedded properly. Instead of
just replacing one end, a small
dam had to be built and a
stream diverted through a tem-
porary culvert before the old
one could be ripped up and
replaced.

Crofts and Cpl Kharka Limbu

WHEN 2nd Lt Mark Crofts
was offered three months
with the Gurkhas in Kenya he
thought the adjutant was
winding him up.

He was completing his
training at Sandhurst when
39 Gurkha Field Squadron
contacted him and was
delighted to take his first ten-
tative steps in engineering
south of the equator.

Never having “got his
hands dirty” in any practical
engineering, he began by
watching sappers at work
before tackling basic tasks
such as concrete mixing.

After the practical experi-
ence of a six-month attach-
ment to 39 Gurkha Fd Sgn,
he will attend the seven-
month Royal Engineers
Troop Commanders Course.

He is looking forward to
doing his 11-week language
course in Hong Kong and is
conscious that he has a

Mark mixes it
with the best

unique chance to see a slice of
life which may well be closed
to soldiers when Hong Kong
returns to China.

The Queen’s Gurkha Regi-
ment is already reducing and
by next year will have fewer
than 400 soldiers compared
with twice as many two years
before.

In April last year, 69
Gurkha Field Squadron lost
its independence and is now
part of 36 Engineer Regiment
at Chatham. Commanded by
Lt Col Robbie Burns, the
regiment is part of 3 (UK)
Division’s General Support
Engineer Regiment.

As well as 39 Gurkha Fd
Sgn at Chatham, it has 9
Parachute = Squadron in
Aldershot, and 20 Field
Squadron, 50 HQ Squadron
and 61 Field Squadron at
Maidstone, where the
Gurkhas are to be stationed
around the end of the year.

As the work -continued,
water seepage presented a fur-
ther problem and a new dam
and channel had to be con-
structed further up stream.

Surrounded by four inches
of solid concrete, the new cul-
vert will not go out of align-
ment, said Lt Thomas.

It goes without saying that
the work was carried out
thoroughly.

Clerk of Works SSgt “Bud”
Flannagan had a surveyor,
draughtsman, two resources

NCOs and a construction
materials technician to help
him ensure that everything was
up to the standards set in the
drawings and that work was
done to the specifications laid
down in the initial reconnais-
sance.

With tourism vital to Kenya,
Royal Engineers continue to
make a significant contribution
to facilitating safaris and the
scientific study which is the
basis of conserving Africa’s
wildlife.
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Picture: Pinfo, HQ Wales and Western District

Left — Steve Mid-
dleton, site man-
ager of Try
Construction, main
contractors for the
rebuild, is con-
gratulated by Dir-
ector of Infantry
Maj Gen Bryan
Dutton after the
opening ceremo-
ny. Among other
guests on the
day were Brig
Barry Stevens,
Army Commander
Wales.

Right - CSgt
Hayden Aldred
RRF awaiting
takers from Sec-
tion Commanders
Battle Course No
94 01 in one of the
new classrooms
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dents, as opposed to 1,500
now, and the courses run here
will cover all subjects, with the
exception of signals, anti-tank,
mortar and recce.”

The increased number of
courses which the enlarged
centre will be able to take on
will release existing facilities in
four other locations: Alder-
shot, Netheravon, Warminster
and York.

Dering Lines was built in
1938-39 as a “Hore-Belisha”
(Minister of War) temporary
camp, and was used during the
war by 21 Infantry Training
Centre for training conscripts
in the basics of soldiering.

After the war it became The
Welsh  Brigade  Training
Centre for National Service-
men called up and posted to
The Royal Welch Fusiliers,
The South Wales Borderers
and The Welch Regiment.

In the 1950s it was sched-
uled for demolition, but was
partially occupied by 83 Week
End Training Centre and later
joined by The Parachute Regi-
ment Battle School.

The NCOs Division of the
School of Infantry started to
arrive in 1967 and finally, in

1974, the establishment was
recognised officially under its
present name, entitling the
camp to full maintenance sup-

Words:

Phil Wilcox
Pictures:
Mike Weston

Permanent staff and some course members take advantage of the facilities in the new dining hall

port. Construction work under
Options for Change to create
the new ITC Wales, due to
commence in May, will cost
£14.2m.

Thirty-eight houses, cur-
rently being built in Brecon,
are to be bought for £1.7m as
married quarters.

So, in 1995, Dering Lines
will revert to being an infantry
training centre.

But, as those who attended
the opening of the latest phase
were informed, this time it will
be teaching advanced skills to
prevent wars — not basic skills
which were so vital more than

half a century ago to survive
and win one.

There will be one reminder
of earlier days, however.

It is planned to retain one of
the old huts on site — currently
housing the physiotherapy
department - as a lasting
memorial . . .
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Cari Roberts

MENTION the Inland Rev-
enue and everyone in the
room goes quiet.

There's something about
the “tax people” that strikes
fear into many a heart —
perhaps it's historical.

Perhaps it's because the
rules about paying tax
seem complicated and baf-
fling to most of us.

But there’s a new spirit of
openness. In the UK there
have been high street tax
clinics giving general infor-
mation and broad advice
and the Inland Revenue
has been running road-
shows for the Services for
some time — even going
overseas.

Chris  McAndrew from
the Inland Revenue in
Cardiff joined the Counter-
pcint programme on BFBS
recently to talk about the
roadshows. She made the
point that they have to be
invited to hold a roadshow
and are always willing to
consider any invitation.

One of the most asked
questions relates to letting
property and it's one of the
subjects on which they
have devised special
leaflets for the Services,
giving general advice. They
can also be more specific if
clients request a special
interview.

That request should be
made to your local finance
branch. If they know in
advance, they can bring
copies of your records with
them and give more specif-
ic advice.

A small problem is that,
sometimes, the team from
the IR are given an office
away from the general,
public areas of a barracks
which means they don't get
as high a profile as they
could have.

People sometimes only
realise they've been after
they've left!

To give you a head start
here are some of the dates
and places planned so far:
Cyprus — May 3-16; Gibral-

tar — May or June, date to
be announced; in Septem-
ber there should be visits to
SHAPE and AFCENT.
Dates in the UK are: April
11, Colchester; May 3,
Shorncliffe  and Deepcut;
May 9, Bulford; May 23,
Preston and Shrewsbury;
June 20, Chilwell.

Don't forget the leaflets
issued by the IR. Chris was
keen to make the point that
they are the best starting
point because they are
30
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Inland
Revenue
reveals
a kind
heart!

designed especially for the
Forces and the IR them-
selves are the best people
to give advice.

When | came back to the
UK after a long absence
and had to deal with my
local office the people there
actually corrected my
accounts in my favour and
gave me lots of helpful
advice.

Service wives often feel
that their views don't count
for much. Itisn't true. There
are lots of reasons why the
MoD must — and does —
take the views of wives very
seriously indeed.

You can't expect a man
to give full attention to the
job in hand if he's preoccu-
pied with domestic trou-
bles.

The Army Personnel
Research Establishment —
— which carries out surveys
of soldiers — also carries
out surveys of wives. This
is a relatively new feature of
their work.

Their first survey was last
year. The reason it's new is
that the soldiers respond-
ing to their surveys
expressed a wish to
improve conditions for their
wives.

Taking that on board the
MoD asked for proper set of
surveys to be carried out to
determine how life was for

"Army Wives”.
It's easy to see this in a
cynical light. One “old

hand” remarked to me that
it was a way to keep the
womenfolk quiet! All | can
say is that it would be a
whole lot easier to ignore
the concerns of wives alto-
gether.

Sarah Smith and Andrea
Hampson appeared in
Counterpoint recently and
said the same thing.

The survey is a result of
responses to concerns
expressed, so the system
obviously works. The team
have been talking to wives
in the community and said

they were surprised by
some of the topics the

women wanted to talk
about.
Medical provision was

high on the list as were
education, housing and
employment prospects.

One comment which has
occurred frequently has to
do with cleaning quarters
on handover.

| can remember wishing,
with many others, that
there were contract clean-
ers who would prepare a
quarter for handover -
even if you had to pay for it.
In some postings there
were people who offered
the service but it would be
good to have it available
everywhere.

Questionnaires are sent
out to a randomly selected
group of wives from each
section of the community in
all locations in the UK and
overseas.

The team are anxious to
point out that the selection
is at random — there’s no
way in which particular
wives can be singled out
and it would invalidate the
conclusions if it were the
case.

This means that, if you
get a survey to complete,
you can be totally honest.

The message from the
APRE is that, if you get a
form, don't chuck it in the
bin. Make yourself a cup of
coffee and fill it in honestly.
Your views might make all
the difference to the future.

You can contact Cari
Roberts at BFBS, BFPO
786 or c/o SOLDIER.

NEEDY

ex-Servicemen
and women in Surrey and
the South East may not be
receiving the opportunity
they deserve to live in spe-
cially-built residential care
homes.

This is because the Gov-
ernment’s Care in the Com-
munity scheme pressurises
local authority welfare offi-
cers to fill their own council
homes even if better, more
reasonably priced facilities
are available elsewhere.

Col  Anthony Davis,
Comptroller of the Forces
Help Society, a strong sup-
porter of Care in the Com-
munity,  highlights  the
difficulty that the Society
is experiencing in offering
residential places to elderly
ex-Servicemen and women.

“Of the last 30 enquiries
for places in the family envi-

Princess Christian Residential Home

ronment of our purpose-
built Princess Christian
Residential Home in
Knaphill, Surrey, only two
have succeeded in obtain-
ing local authority funding,”
he said.

The purpose of the
Forces Help Society and
Lord Roberts Workshops, a
registered charity, is to pro-
vide financial and practical
assistance to deserving ex-
Servicemen and women.

“Since Care in the Com-
munity was introduced,”
explained Col Davis, “in
order for a client to receive
a referral to us our welfare
officers now have to negoti-
ate with separate Social
Services Departments from
each of the 129 local
authorities  across  the
country and each one has a
different set of criteria that

Pictures: Mike Perring

Col Anthony Davis

residential homes such as

ours have to satisfy. It's an

impossible situation.”
Residents at the Soci-

ety’s residential care home

in Knaphill, Surrey are up in
arms. Joyce Ing, 74, from

Woking in Surrey has been
a resident since November

1992.

‘I was really desperate
until | came here,” says
Joyce. “The council flat |
was living in was very
lonely and some of the local
authority care homes I've
seen are awful. This Soci-
ety is nearly a hundred
years old but the facilities
here are very modern. |
have a lovely room, the
food is excellent — it really is
like living in a four-star
hotel, except that we resi-
dents are all friends and
can go around together as
we wish.”

Ex-Servicemen and
women have received con-
valescent care and treat-
ment at Knaphill since
1900, when the home was
given to the Society by the
Building Trades of England
on land donated by Lord
Pirbright. Off the beaten

track and set in several
acres of pleasant country-
side near Bisley Common,
the home is equipped for
the special care of the
elderly providing recreation
as well as peace and tran-
quillity.

One of the reasons for
the residents’ compatibility
is the common thread that
all of them are ex-Service-
men or women. Joyce
served in the RAF from
1943 to 1944 as a flight
mechanic.

Apart from the necessary
Service connection, the
fees (£194 per week) are
the same as the majority of
local authority homes and
yet the Society has nine
places which remain empty
this year.

A new care wing — The
Lord Roberts Wing — was

Home team: Standlng (left to right) are Bill Jones (ex-Army commando), Maj Barry Hadlow (administrator), Jack SqUIres (Green Howards),
Patrick McCann (R Hamps) and John McGuinness (RAF). Seated is George Fry (REME)

opened by Princess Mar-
garet last summer.

This new wing will enable
ex-Servicemen and women
who are disabled, or other-
wise in need of special
care, to be looked after and
receive all the attention
they need, 24 hours a day.

The struggle to get round
local authority red tape is in
sharp contrast to the suc-
cess of the Society's man-
agement to ensure that the
charity is large enough to
cope with the boom of
Second World War pen-
sioners, some of whom are
becoming increasingly
infirm, and need full-time
care, as a result of the
rigours of their war service.

Following the success of
the Lord Roberts Wing, the
Society has embarked
upon a similar, £1.5m

scheme at St Vincent's,
which is located at Ryde on
the Isle of Wight.

The Society needs to
raise £500,000 a year to
maintain all its specially-
designed cottages and hol-
iday apartments and to pro-
vide welfare services for
the increasing numbers
who are in need of care as
they grow older.

“In the meantime,” says
Col Davis, “an urgent solu-
tion has to be found to this
difficulty of referring clients
to us if Care in the Commu-
nity isn't to clog up the pro-
vision of high quality
residential care — not just
from this Society — but from
all independent residential
homes. Those who have
fought for our country
deserve a much better deal
than this.”

Legion beats clock to win Euro jackpot ..

THE ROYAL British Legion

which has

raunched an

_ able achuevement

has won a race against the

clock to build a skills and
resettlement centre at Tid-
worth in time to secure a
Euro grant.

To be within the

timetable the RBL's £4.6

million training centre had
to be completed within a
“year of the site being pur-
_chased from the Ministry of
Defence.

Backed by £1.375 million

from the European Com-
munity because of its
strategic resettlement role,
the project is privately
funded by the Legion,

appeal for the balance.
- To ensure

~ property agency, Healey

‘and Baker, to implement
the entire project.

Alan Day, of the agency,

said: “From purchasing the

- land to handing over the

work had to be achieved

- within a year.

~ "As this included secur-
ing planning consent and
substantial -

demolishing
three-storey barrack ware-

houses, it was a remark-

the cash

deadline could be met, the
RBL took the unusual step
of retaining a commercial

- The 50,000 sq ft céntre‘,
which is the Legion's flag-

ship Services retraining
centre, is also a pilot

‘scheme for the European .

‘Commission.

@ When all eight tri-Ser- =
_ vice resettlement centres

are open, 90 per cent of

British-based Servicemen
~ and women will be within
65 miles of this type of sup-
_port during thelr move to

second careers.

Brig Gage Wﬁhams tri-
Service Director of Reset-
- tlement, said at the opening

of the sixth of these, the

in their new career.
. ‘Thers are
ﬁpotanh'a'l

Scomsh
Centre a: Rosyth:

ﬂesettiement_
‘our

_ latest statistics show that

more than 80 per cent of
Scottish  Service
‘have found a job within
three months of leaving.

Indeed, most of them have
no gap bectween their last

leavers

day in uniform and their ﬁrst t

250,000

majority have a workforce

- of fewer than 20 people,

and this is the most likely
sector for economic growth.

- 'This centre and all the

employers n.
- Scotland of which the vast.;

_other agencies involved will
“continue to help our very

able and committed men
and women make the tran-

sition, and will focus on- -

these smaller employers.”
‘The regional centres proo‘ -

‘vide one-day briefings in 'j‘
subjects varying from cv

preparation to personal
financial advice and train-

" ing courses of up to one

week long concentrating on
computer skells and man-

- agement

 Leavers can alsa cail in

_ for advice and help or to
_ obtain up-to-date employ-
mem mforrnahon

and Euro cash can help

women who have already
left the Services and who
want to establish them-

~days a week in a job place» |
‘ment implementing a pro- |

EUROPE.AN cash has

come to the rescue of ex-
- Service job-seekers who
_find themselves

Catch 22 situation of

~ having “no relevant com- .& '
selves in supervisory, man-
agerial or
- second careers

erclal expenance

- 18-week g:_a_raar-

: 4_'davelopn'1ant course spon-
 sored by the European
- Union includes at least 20
_days’ job attachment 1o a

commerslal organisation.

If this work experience
‘does not lead to a job offer

in itself, it will be a_powerful

~ additiontoa CV.
‘Oxford-based
course is for men and

The

in the

versity personal
~ development course folder,
costing £41.70.

There are no tutorial fees
but candidates will have to
buy a copy of an Open Uni-
career

In addition, they will ini-

tially have to pay the £100
registration fee, ‘most of

which will be refunded.

‘work at home, and after the |

professmonak :

 starting this June 1, ex-Ser-

_ want to register or seek fur-

~ College, Oxford OX2 9AT

The course consists of
one day a week at Oxford's
Westminster College, one
day a week doing course
three

initial few weeks,

ject for the organisation.

With the first course
vicemen and women who
ther details should contact
Paula Boyland, Education-

al Services, Westminster

(tel: 0865 247644, ext
3293).
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Musical farewell . . . but not to those uniforms

IT IS very sad to see some of
our military bands marching
off for the last time — especially,
as in the case of the 1st Barttal-
ion, The Staffordshire Regi-

Armstrong

link with
Korda film

IN ANSWER to George
Robinson’s query (Letters,
February 21) the regiment
taking part in the 1939 film The
Four Feathers was the 1st Bat-
talion, The East Surrey Regi-
ment, serving in the Sudan at
the time.

The original site of the Battle
of Omdurman was not photo-
graphically suitable, so a camp
was pitched at Sabaluka
Gorge, 50 miles from Khar-
toum.

An augmented company was
assembled there under Maj
(later Brig) C D “Nipper”
Armstrong, father of the late
Anne Armstrong, the SOL-
DIER columnist. - G Ewens,
Morden, Surrey.

IN The Four Feathers, the bat-
talion shown in the scenes
filmed in England was the 2nd
Battalion, Grenadier Guards
and its Corps of Drums.

The year was 1938 and the
battalion was stationed at
Wellington Barracks, London,
where the old arms drill and
foot drill was practised.

The filming took place at
Elstree. - AT Vernon, Wake-
field, W Yorks.

MAY I thank the many readers
who wrote to me with details of
The Four Feathers, especially
Maj Brown, who was at the
depot shortly after the film was
made and told me that the
NCOs in the film were present-
ed with gold cigarette cases by
Alexander Korda.

Douglas Anderson, the mili-
tary artist, sent me the interest-
ing snippet that Clive Baxter,
the actor who played the young
Harry Faversham, appeared
again as an Army officer in The
Quatermass Experiment.

I hope a video company will
eventually produce the three
previous versions of The Four
Feathers. — George Robinson,
Edinburgh.
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ment (SOLDIER, March 7),
without the scarlet tunics and
helmets with which we have
become so familiar.

Although musically they

sound as good, I hope the new
divisional bands will retain the
ceremonial uniforms that are
admired the world over -
unlike other countries which

have gone “back to basics”! - A
Ovenden, Eastbourne, E
Sussex.

® New divisional bands will have
ceremonial uniforms. — Editor

T T A R

I HAVE read many letters in
SOLDIER on the turbulent
subject of medals. I am writing
this in the hope that it might
nudge someone into action.

My father recently retired
from more than 44 years’ con-
tinuous service to the Crown.
While serving as a Regular sol-
dier for 22 years he was award-
ed the General Service Medal
(NI) and the LSGC.

During the past 22% years he
has been serving as Non Regu-
lar Permanent Staff (NRPS)
for which he has received no
official recognition for his loy-
alty and length of service.

I believe it is high time some-
one took the initiative and rec-
tified this injustice.

Time to rectify
injustice over
NRPS recognition

As an NRPS he was gov-
erned by TA regulations but
was not entitled to the TA Effi-
ciency Medal. Not that this
would be truly appropriate; as
food for thought, perhaps a bar
could be awarded to those
already in receipt of their Reg-
ular service LSGC.

For the other NRPS, with-
out the required length of Reg-
ular service, why not award the
LSGC but with the TA Effi-
ciency Medal ribbon.

I appreciate that medal
experts around the world may
raise their hands in horror at
my suggestions, but it is time
that individuals with so much
NRPS service were rewarded
in some way. Throughout his

Three more awards
for consideration!

HAVING read PC Ken

Fowler’s letter, my question is:
Why has their never been an
official medal to commemorate
British Armed Forces’ service?

Anyone joining the Army,
Navy or Air Force volunteers
to serve Queen and Country in
peace and war. Those who
joined between 1945 and
1990, the Cold War years,
knew there was always a slim
chance of hostilities.

Those who served in BAOR
(a Nato force) during this
period were, in effect, always
on the front line, sometimes on
24-72 hours’ notice to move.

There is no recognition of

this or any other Armed Forces
service, apart from the issued
red book. May I suggest:

® An Armed Forces service
medal to be awarded for at
least three years’ service;

@® A Nato medal (similar to
awards to designated UN
forces);

® A BAOR medal 1945-90
or bar to be worn on the Armed
Forces Service Medal.

It could be even simpler:
award the General Service
Medal to a/l Armed Forces per-
sonnel, with bars for appropri-
ate theatres and rosette for
service in hostile action. — Erik
Crichton, Romford, Essex.

an

service my father, WO2 Mike
Carter (RQMS), wore the
Royal Artillery cap badge. 1
hesitate to suggest that he may
be the record holder for the
longest-serving gunner in con-
tinuous service and NCO
bracket. -~ A Carter, Melk-
sham, Wilts.

The wearing
of medals

IN HIS letter on “Medals and
the twaddle factor” (March 7)
Jeremy Alford writes that hold-
ers of gold and silver Zimbab-
we Independence Medals are
entitled to wear them at all
times ‘'while bronze medal
holders are not entitled to wear
their medals at all.

Sadly this is not correct. As a
holder of a gold medal I was
told I ' was only entitled to wear
my medal (similarly the silver
and bronze owners) when the
Zimbabwe Head of State offi-
cially visited this country or
when I was in Zimbabwe. —
Brig Andrew Parker
Bowles, Director, Royal
Army Veterinary Corps,
Aldershot.

Courageous
defenders

I WAS most surprised to read
Mr Cossons’s letter (January
24) stating that personnel
manning the ground defences
during the Battle of Britain

Write to:
SOLDIER,
Ordnance Road,
Aldershot,

Hants GU11 2DU.

were not entitled to the
Defence Medal.

According to the White
Paper Cmd 6833 issued June
1946, the Defence Medal was
to be granted to all members of
the Forces who served in the
UK for a minimum of three
years between September 3,
1939 and May 8, 1945.

The only exception to the
three-year rule for members of
the Forces was Mine and
Bomb Disposal units, where
the time qualification was three
months. ~ J O’Brien,
Penarth, S Glamorgan.

BATTLE of Britain ground

defenders were operational
and did qualify for the Defence
Medal; of course, they had to
fulfil the three-year service
condition.

A strong case for giving
ground defenders a special
medal was made by Gen Sir
Frederick Pile, C-in-C Ack
Ack Command.

Most of Ack Ack Command
comprised TA units and,
recounted in my book Forward
Everywhere — Her Majesty’s Ter-
ritorials, to be published by
Brassey’s (UK) in March, is Sir
Frederick’s view on bravery
honours for them.

While the RAF saw a DSO
as a fitting reward for a fighter
pilot who could nudge a
doodlebug into the sea, there
were no awards for the coura-
geous ground defenders who
risked their lives.

I agree with H V Cossons:
the 1939-45 Star should have

[ BIRD’'S EYE-VIEW
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® Sappers in Kenya - See Pages 24-27
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been issued to ground defend-
ers. Perhaps the Defence
Medal’s qualification period
should have been six months.
Incidentally I feel that a
medal (or at least an emblem)
should have been issued to the
Territorials who stood by to
defend Britain at their Ack Ack

sites for three weeks during the
Munich crisis of 1938 and who
later took part in the Couver-
ture, the cost-effective opera-
tion to defend from air attack
the most vulnerable areas of
Britain in the period leading up
to the outbreak of war. — Stan-
ley Simm Baldwin, London.

| remember
Polish PoWs

IN SUPPORT of Mr A ]
Jewell, who wrote (Letters,
December 13) of his experi-
ences as a guard at a PoW
camp containing about 2,000
Poles in Miinsterin 1945, can
verify that such a camp existed.

In early 1946 the unit I was
serving with was called on to
render assistance during a dis-
turbance there. — R Knox (ex-
6th RSF 15 Div), Rochdale,
Lancs.

Training
exercise

WHILE compiling my lists of
British Army regiments gar-
risoned in Scotland I came
across a reference to the 53rd
Foot, King’s Shropshire Light
Infantry being transported
between Edinburgh and Glas-
gow by rail in 1842.

Was this the first time a regi-
ment in the UK was transport-
ed in this manner? — John
Thomson, Edinburgh.

Better the
Devil . . .

YOUR article on Winged Cru-
sader (“Beau Geste meets the
Red Devils”, January 24) men-
tioned everyone who took part
except 4 Para (V).

This TA unit performed just
as well, if not better than some
of the other participants. —
M Duckworth, Hinckley,
Leics.

Wyvern never
went away!

YOUR article headed “Return
of the Wessex Wyvern” (Feb-
ruary 7) was slightly inaccu-
rate: for both TA battalions of
the Woessex regiment, the
Wyvern has been the regimen-
tal cap badge since formation
in 1969,

Far from being a return, for
some the Wyvern has never
been away and continues to be
proudly worn. — Lt Col R B
Paddison, CO, 2nd Bn The
Wessex Regiment (V),
Brock Barracks, Reading.
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A place
of honour

SEVENTY years after his death,
the name of Lt Patrick Wright
Anderson, Black Watch, has been
added to the main roll of honour on
the Scottish National War Memori-
al at Edinburgh Castle.

Patrick Anderson was commis-
sioned into the 8th Battalion, The
Black Watch at the beginning of
the First World War. Later in the
war he was attached to the Royal
Flying Corps although he contin-
ued to wear his Black Watch uni-
form.

In June 1918, while flying as an
observer in a DH4 he was serious-
ly wounded over Flanders and dis-
charged home at the end of 1919.
He died from his injuries in
Arbroath infirmary on November
2,1921. He was 29.

Because his death came three
years after the end of the war, his
name was not included on the roll
of honour, even though his death
certificate confirmed he had died
of his wounds.

Now, thanks to the persistence
of his nephew, Bradford police-
man Pat Anderson, Lt Anderson’s
name has been added to the roll.

History in
your attic

WARTIME diaries, letters and
memoirs, unpublished and stored
in drawers and attics, may be
more the stuff of history than many
of us imagine.

Indeed, some of the more inter-
esting ones in the Imperial War
Museum's “memory bank” could
be published in newsletter form.

Fearing that, .unlike stone
memorials, some folk literature
may be lost to future generations,
the museum is keen to maintain its
role as the national repository for
the personal diaries, letters and
unpublished memoirs of Service
personnel and civilians involved in
this century’s wars.

It welcomes donations of family
papers and documents, with the
aim of preserving each collection
under the name of the individual to
whom it relates, to form part of a
“memorial archive” available for
study by the public.

In return, the IWM asks that for
each life remembered in this way,
there should be a donation of at
least £5 to the World Memorial
Fund, a charity established by the
late Gp Capt Lord Cheshire,
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whose VC and flying log books are
held at the museum.

The charity, created as a per-
manent and practical trust fund in
memory of those who died in this
century's wars, spends its
resources on bringing relief to pre-
sent and future victims of conflict.

Selections from the most inter-
esting documents entrusted to the
museum will be published in a
newsletter being planned by the
World Memorial Fund.

Further details on the scheme
can be obtained from Roderick
Suddaby, Keeper, Department of
Documents, Imperial War
Museum, Lambeth Road, London
SE1 6HZ (tel: 071-416 5220) or
David Childs, Director, World
Memorial Fund, Europa House,
13/17 Ironmonger Row, London
EC1V 3QN (tel: 071-250 1700).

Chindit glider
action in print

A FEW prints of a David Rowlands
painting commissioned by The
King's Regiment to mark the Chin-
dits’ glider landing in Burma on
March 5-6, 1944 are still available
from RHQ, Cavalry Barracks,
Hounslow (tel: 071-218 6303).
The original now hangs in the
officers’ mess of 1 Kings at Caval-
ry Barracks. It was unveiled by
Brig W P Scott, DSO MC, who led
the glider-borne assault 200 miles
behind Japanese lines and who is
the central figure in the painting.

Living history
on Tyneside

NEWCASTLE-upon-Tyne's  Mili-
tary Vehicle Museum in Exhibition
Park is opening its D-Day and lib-
eration of Europe exhibitions with
a period transit camp over the
weekend of May 7-8. If you want to
join in, take your own uniform.
Details are available from the
museum manager on 091-
2817222.

On-air with
SSVC and OU

SSVC and the Open University
have teamed up to provide more
than 20 hours of televised OU pro-
gramming each week to Service
personnel based in Germany,
Cyprus and Gibraltar.

The new venture, which is in
addition to SSVC'’s regular 120-
hour entertainment schedule, is
broadcast over the corporation’s
satellite television network.

Limited at present to Forces
personnel for a one-year experi-
ment, the SSVC-OU collaboration
could eventually benefit students
all over Europe.
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Spoils from a Normandy river

Diving the
D-Day rivers

PASTE-UP artist Peter Raison,
who is involved in the production
of SOLDIER, has for several years
dived off the D-Day landing beach-
es in Normandy.

For a change of scenery, he and
four colleagues turned to the rivers
between Bayeux and Cherbourg.
First choice was the Merderet
which runs close to St Mere
Eglise, on the spire of which US
paratrooper John Steel became
snagged when the 101st US Air-
borne joined the invasion.

Within minutes of entering the
water they had found a Mk 1 rifle
grenade, then an anti-tank mine, a
para’'s 'chute buckle and two
American  Springfield Garrand
automatic rifle barrels.

Returning later, they found

Tell us your
D-Day story

CALLING all D-Day veter-
ans ... what are your
special memories of the
great invasion?

SOLDIER invites recollec-
tions of June 6, 1944 to be
considered for publication
in a special anniversary
feature this summer.

Contributions should be
restricted to no more than
175 words, and should
include your rank at the
time and name of unit.

...and put us
in the picture

DID you have a camera with
you and on D-Day? Pho-
tographs taken on June 6
will be considered for our
anniversary issue

more anti-tank mines, a complete
bazooka rocket, magazines filled
with bullets, a gas mask and a US
Army steel helmet with a bullet
hole in the side.

In two other rivers at Carentan
they discovered three unused and
complete heavy artillery shells,
grenade parts, a whole mortar
bomb and a gas mask. Many of

their finds have gone to Ports-
mouth's D-Day Museum.

And the dangerous stuff?
Wisely, they left that where they
found it.

Wigan’s hall
of heroes

WIGAN can proudly claim four
holders of the Victoria Cross —and
it reckons that is more than any
other town of comparable size in
Britain.

Photographs and citations of
the four heroic Wiganers — LCpl
Thomas Woodcock (lrish Guards),
Cpl William Keneally and Cpl John
Grimshaw  (both  Lancashire
Fusiliers), and Pte Alfred Wilkin-
son (1/5 (Wigan) Bn, Manchester
Regiment Territorials) — have
been unveiled in the town's Royal

British Legion club by the Earl of
Derby.

There was a photograph of LCpl
Woodcock on the wall of the club,
but the stories of the other three
were found by chance after a
refurbishment.

Man behind the discovery was
ex-Grenadier Guardsman Les
Corns, secretary of the local Gren
Gds Association.

Festival of
transport

A PAIR of World War One vintage
class D bogie open wagons will be
part of a working festival of military
transport to be staged by the
Moseley Industrial ~ Tramway
Museum at Cheadle, Stockport on
April 9-10. Military vehicles will
also be on show. Gareth Roberts
(tel: 0663 766992) has the details.

® BBC Television: The 25th
anniversary of the Troubles in
Northern Ireland will be marked by
a season of programmes this
summer. One of them will be
devoted totally to soldiers’ experi-
ences. Documentary-maker inter-
ested in ex-soldiers’ accounts,
anecdotes, feelings, during key
moments, or at other times, during
or following tours of duty from
1969 to current date. The pro-
gramme wishes to reflect the sig-
nificant contribituion the Army has
made to keeping the peace.
Please phone, in strictest confi-
dence, Neil Grant 081-895 6398,
or BBC TV Kensington House,
Richmond Way, London W14.

® Royal Artillery Association,
Leicestershire and Melton
Branch: Meets third Tuesday of
every month at Humberstone
Royal British Legion Club, Tennis
Court Drive, Leicester, 1930
hours. Ex and serving gunners
and parents of serving gunners
welcome. Enquiries to Ashley
Collins (tel: 0832 720761) or Ken
Sims (0533 715659).

@ 53rd Recce Corps holds regu-
lar reunions and is anxious to
trace former members, particularly
Tpr Jack Stevons who used to live
in Walsall, West Midlands. He was
wounded when serving as a driver

in B Sgn, and his crew killed. Con-
tact Joe Rogers, 14 Furlongs
Road, Sedgley, Dudley, W Mid-
lands DY3 3UT (tel: 0902
885635).

@ 80th LAA RA (Egypt and
Aqaba, Nov 1949-Dec 1952): Ex-
Sgt Eddie Clack, 49 Albemarle
Street, Harwich, Essex CO12
3HN) wants to contact Bdr
Geordie Carr, 2nd Lt Paul Holland
and QM Sgt Peter Mears, and
anyone else from the regiment
who remembers him.

® Tony Grimes, ex-RRF, sta-
tioned in Gibraltar 1970-71, is
asked to contact old friend Carol
Threlfall (Winters), 11a Anson
Road, Wilmslow, Cheshire SK9
2HE (tel: 0625 526918).

® B Donechy, ex-1st Battalion,
Highland Light Infantry, seeks old
comrades who served with him at
Fort George, Colchester, Tripoli,
Tobruk and Malta 1950-52.
Replies to 709-66 Falby Court,
Ajax, Ontario L1S 3L2, Canada.

® Friends of Barry and Ruth
Young, who served together at 11
Armd Bde, Minden, and 7 Signal
Regt, Herford, in the 1970s, are
asked to contact Cas Francis, 176
Station Road, Mickleover, Derby
DE3 5FJ (tel: 0332 511471).

@ Band of The Royal Highland
Fusiliers: Reunion for past and
present members, April 23.
Details from Band Clerk or BSM,
Regimental Band, 1 RHF, Edin-
burgh Training Centre, Cavalry
Barracks, Colinton, Edinburgh (tel:
031-310 5259).

® Command sapper reunion:
Sixth reunion will take place in
Seaton Barracks, Plymouth on
May 6-8. All commando-trained
ranks who have served with 59
Independent Commando Squad-
ron RE are invited. Details from
Capt M D Berrill, Seaton Barracks,
Tavistock Road, Plymouth PL6
5DL (tel: 0752 764003 or Seaton
Mil ext 4003).

® Napoleonic guards: The 1st
Lifeguard Regiment (1815),
Waterloo Troop, which gives dis-
plays during the summer, seeks
serving and ex-serving personnel
to swell its mostly ex-Regular
ranks. Horsemen preferred but
non-riders accepted. Trumpeters,
troopers and prospective NCOs
also required. Apply to CO on
0737 360561.

® Middlesex Regiment (DCO):
Annual reunion at Victory Services
Club, London W2, May 7. Details
from R E B Morris, 38 Traps Lane,
New Malden, Surrey KT3 4SA (tel:
081-949 7506).

®2 Bn, The Monmouthshire
Regiment OCA: Informal, and
possibly final, reunion at the
Plough, 27 Museum Street,
London WC1A 2LJ. Details from S
J Stapleton, The Gables, 113
Windmill Road, Brentford, Middx
TWS8 9NH (tel: 081-560 2203).

® 1st The Queen’s Dragoon
Guards Regimental Associa-
tion: Reunion buffet lunch at the
Victory Services Club, Seymour
Street, London W2 on May 8.
Details from Regimental Secre-
tary, Home HQ, QDG, Maindy
Barracks, Cardiff CF4 3YE (tel:
0222 227611 ext 8213).

@® North Irish Horse: 50th
anniversary of Hitler Line Battle,
May 23, 1944, anniversary week-
end May 20-22 at Ballykelly, Co
Londonderry. Ex-members and
supporting arms (51 RTR, 142
RAC etc) welcome. Details from
Admin Officer, 69 (NIH) Signal
Squadron (V) (tel: 0504 49077).
@® Turn to Page 38
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D-Day painted with
ive hindsight

evocat

WITH SO many titles on the
subject of D-Day and Opera-
tion Overlord appearing on
booksellers’ shelves, it is essen-
tial to the success of any new
book that it be something out
of the ordinary.

D-Day: 0:6:06 1944, by
Richard Collier, will attract
buyers for two reasons. The
price of just under £15 for this
large-format  paperback s
around the lowest so far, but
perhaps even more important
is the content of colour photo-
graphs taken by John Kalbian.

Kalbian’s highly evocative
pictures constitute the story of
Overlord in retrospect, using
surviving relics, architecture
and archaeology: the MI5
headquarters in St James’s
Square, London, German
blockhouses, bunkers and
observation posts that stand as
memorials to that fatal day,
Pegasus Bridge in its days
before recent demolition,
armoured cars on Utah beach,
a Churchill ASRE of 26
Assault Squadron Royal Engi-
neers preserved at Graye-sur-
Mer, and Omaha beach with
barbed-wire still in place.

He has even managed to
make a secret wireless in a suit-
case and a para/commando
folding bicycle into works of
art.

Kalbian’s photographs are

empty of people, and rightly
so, for his subjects are the relics
of war — those who used them
are either dead or now old
men.

For the scenes of 1944 the
author employs contemporary
black-and-white photographs
and, perhaps with even more
dramatic impact, the works of
war artists: Dwight Shepler,
Albert Richards, Barnet Freed-
man, Tom Wood, Alexander
Russo and Eric Aldwinkle.

These paintings will be unfa-
miliar to most readers as their
originals are dispersed in the
US Navy Combat Art Collec-
tion, The Imperial War

Museum and The Canadian
War Museum.

In praising the art content of
D-Day: 0:6:06 1944 sight must
not be lost of the book’s main
purpose — to tell the story of
Overlord.

Richard Collier does this
very competently, as would be
expected of a war correspon-
dent, drawing on the memories
of commanders, fighting men,
aircrew, landing craft skippers
and members of the French
Resistance. — B]

D-Day: 0:6:06 1944 by Richard
Collier. Cassell, paperback,
£14.99.

Normandy on June 6, 1944

With friends like these . . .

IN HIS book Friendly Fire,
Richard Townshend Bickers
suggests that, while this phrase
has been around for a long
time, it only came into general
use during the Gulf War when
nine British soldiers died and
11 were injured after being
attacked by Coalition aircraft.
Townshend Bickers puts
such “blue-on-blue” accidents
down to ignorance, stupidity,
panic and carelessness by those
who have been the cause of
numerous deaths among Ser-
vicemen on their own side.

In the Gulf War tragedy
which received such wide pub-
licity, C Company 3RRF had
two of their Warrior vehicles
knocked out by USAF A-10
tank-busting aircraft.

An official inquiry subse-
quently blamed a recognition
mix-up. Apologies all round
and the sad episode was closed.

But according to the author
this wasn’t the sole “accident”,
claiming that at least three
other near “amicide” incidents
(the killing of friends) occurred
in the conflict, each one con-

cerning Brit firing on Brit. No
one died, but some were
injured and vehicles destroyed.
He emphasises there is noth-
ing new in amicide, since it has
been going on throughout the
ages. Death or injury by a
“friendly” bullet is a risk that
all Servicemen and women
have to face. It has always hap-
pened, he says, and it always
will. Sombre reading. - JM

Friendly Fire by Richard Towns-
hend Bickers. Leo Cooper, hard-
back, £14.95.
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British Army Film Unit photographer Sgt Jimmy Maham's famous picture of British troops going ashore in

SOMEONE once said:
“Clothes maketh man.” They
certainly help make soldiers;
uniforms give identity and dis-
tinction to armies the world
over.

Take the German Army.
The style of their uniforms,
including hats, boots, insignia
and equipment from 1933 to
1945 was, and still is, unmis-
takable.

According to Chris Ellis in
The German Army 1933-45, the
uniform of Hitler’s army was
“sinister”, suggesting “power
and oppression” which was
totally unlike the “innocuous
and uninspiring roly-poly
British battledress.”

This book of 128 pages gives
details about clothing and
badges over which only an
enthusiast could drool. Strictly
one for the reference shelf.

While packed with informa-
tion, the book has the disad-
vantage of small type, but the
numerous black-and-white
pictures help to compensate.

There are even a couple of
Hitler in full morning dress,
complete with top hat — look-
ing something like a pre-war
banker. — JM

The German Army 1933-45 by
Chris Ellis. lan Allan, paperback,
£10.99.

'~ BOOK REVIEWS

Letters from the
real Blackadder
tell it like it was

IF THE letters of the late Lt
Brian Lawrence are anything
to go by, the creed of an officer
in a guards’ regiment in the
Great War was never make a
fuss about anything — even if
lying in fetid mud with both
legs blown off.

Not that Lawrence lost his
legs, but he was seriously
wounded in August 1917 and
shipped home to spend the rest
of the war recuperating.

While at the front with the
Grenadier Guards, and serving
in appalling conditions, he and
his brother officers and gentle-
men maintained stiff upper lips

still a

role for the PBI

AUTHOR Guy Hartcup dedi-
cates The Silent Revolution —
Development of Conventional
Weapons 1945-85 to the
memory of defence scientist
Edward Iovell, and to
“Alexander in the hope he will
grow up in a safer world”.

Mr Hartcup then proceeds
to describe in detail the fright-
ening array of hi-tech weapons
available to forces around the
world and how and why they
came to be researched and
developed over the past 40
years. The hope is, of course,
that they will never be used,
which  would fulfil Mr
Hartcup’s — and every other
sane person’s — desire.

But there are some odd
people around who, reported-
ly, are busy creating various
weapons of destruction in the
chemical and biological field as
well as precision guided muni-
tions — or PGMs.

That’s one of the problems
with this otherwise fascinating
book; the number of acronyms
and abbreviations the reader
needs to be familiar with if con-
stant reference to the glossary
is to be avoided. There are 146
listed.

While machines have
replaced men at an ever-
increasing speed in the time-
span covered by this book, Mr
Hartcup reckons that, despite
the technological and scientific
advances in weapons and war-
fare and the deterrence they
create, it will be the presence of
“highly-trained, well-equipped
and combat-ready convention-
al troops” which will be the
“driving force behind that
deterrence”.

Supporting this view, he
says: “From now on much of
the research effort in defence
needs to be concentrated upon
the means of easing the prob-
lems which face the conven-
tional fighting man in an
intensely complex and stressful
situation and of giving him the
means of acquiring essential
skills he must have to operate
his powerful and highly sophis-
ticated equipment at the drop
of a hat.”

It’s good to know that the
British soldier will not disap-
pear . . . not just yet, anyway. —
M

The Silent Revolution by Guy
Hartcup. Brassey's (UK), £30.

and all the style expected of
them.

Now, in Letters from the
Front, Ian Fletcher has selected
and edited 28 of Lawrence’s
letters which tell of his experi-
ences from September 1916
until he was wounded the fol-
lowing August.

Brilliantly descriptive, Law-
rence’s letters evoke a sense of
being there to an extent where
the acrid smoke from explod-
ing shells and the stench of the
trenches and the dead almost
waft out of the page.

In addition to possessing
fine writing skills Lawrence
was, if not a gourmet, a good
trencherman looking for and
expecting his “servant” to
come up with food and wine
befitting a young officer.
(Shades of TV’s Blackadder.)

In common with everyone in
the front line food had an
important place and he men-
tions many of his gastronomic
sessions throughout the book.

He describes several rather
grand meals he had including
one of champagne, curried
prawns and rice; another time
he made do with stew, cham-
pagne and tinned fruit. Not
quite up to scratch, but not
bad.

Style, it appears, was the
thing with young men like
Lawrence. They didn’t really
care about the enemy, being
generally dismissive of the
“Boche” and everything they
did. He wasn’t particularly
concerned even when writing
of the loss of several of his own
men; an unsurprising attitude,
perhaps, considering the death
and destruction surrounding
him.

Brian Lawrence came out of
the Army in 1919, rejoining in
November 1939, but for vari-
ous reasons never really fitted
into an Army quite different to
that which he had known. He
was given a number of jobs,
including that of RTO at
Waterloo station, London,
until demobbed in 1946. He
died aged 67 in 1958. — JM

Letters from the Front edited by
lan Fletcher. Parapress, 12 Dene
Way, Speldhurst,  Tunbridge
Wells, Kent TN3 ONX, £15.95.
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® From Page 35
® 201 RCZ Wksp REME(V): 23rd
joint mess reunion at Chesford
Grange Hotel, Kenilworth, War-
wick on May 21. Details from Maj
R F Smith, 6 St John's Place,
Waterloo, Liverpool L22 5NP.

® Worcestershire and Sher-
wood Foresters Regiment:
300th anniversary to be celebrat-
ed in Worcester on June 4. Tickets
from branches of the regimental
association or RHQ WFR, Norton
Barracks, Worcester WR5 2PA
(tel: 0905 354359).

® Chindit Association: Annual
reunion to commemorate 50th
anniversary of their last campaign
in Burma will be held in the pres-
ence of their patron, The Prince of
Wales, at Whittington Barracks,
ATR Lichfield on June 17. Associ-
ation members and families only.

@ Combined Ex-Services Asso-
ciation: Annual reunion and con-
ference weekend, June 17-19.
The alternative D-Day celebration.
Tickets £6 from Ticket Secretary,
17 Hustler Road, Bridlington, E
Yorks YO16 5RN.

® The Gordon Highlanders: Bi-
centenary and Trooping the
Colour will take place in Aberdeen
on June 25. Former Gordons
wishing to attend should contact
RHQ, The Gordon Highlanders,

Brigadiers — C D Parr — To be
DA/MA Seoul, Mar 5; K J W Goad
—To MoD, Mar 7; A J Schuler—To
HQ SDist, Mar 7.

Colonels — R C J Rhodes — To
DSM(A), Mar 7; D | Hartley — To
HQ SDist, Mar 21.

Lt Cols — N C Everard, 9/12 L -
To be Staff Coll DS, Feb 28, F AB
Clement RA — To HQ UKLF, Mar
7: W R Harber PWRR — To be CO
4 R Irish, Mar 11; K Jackson RE -
To Insp of Engr Resources BFG,
Mar 7; R C Lloyd RWF — To CATC,
Mar 9; J P Riley RWF — To be CO
1 RWF, Mar 9; B P S Rolfe-Smith,
Para — To be CO ATR Lichfield,

Mar 11; S G Vowles AGC(ALS) -
To MoD, Mar 7; C G Patey RTR -
To RHQ RTR, Mar 7; J A Fairhurst
QLR - To HQ TSC/HQ TSU, Mar
7; G R Leach, R Signals — To
MoD, Mar 7; B McDonnell, R
Anglian — To ARRC Sp Bn, Mar 7;
| R Sinclair RA —To MoD, Mar 7; J
W R Thorn RE —To BRMCS, Mar 7.
RETIREMENTS

Brigadiers - T D Bevan, late LI,
Mar 1; E N de Broe-Ferguson, late
BW, Mar 1; J G W Dean, late RA,
Mar 1; T AL Glass, late R Hamps,
Mar 1; A G Ross, late SG, Mar 1; E
C Tait, late AAC, Mar 1; C T J
Wright, late 4/7 DG, Mar 1; G D

Williams, late RCT, Mar 3.

Colonels — A A S Adams, late
RAPC, Mar 1; J M Craster, late
Gren Gds, Mar 1; M S Davies, late
R Signals, Mar 1; R J Gibson, late
RE(Svy), Mar 1; J M Grundy, late
RRW, Mar 1; R C V Hunt, late QO
Hidrs, Mar 1; G R Mallock, late
AAC, Mar 1; G A Morris, late RA,
Mar 1; A P H Parsons, late SG,
Mar 1; E M Powell, late R Signals,
Mar 1; P AR Prior, late RA, Mar 1;
J J Ropes, late RAPC, Mar 1; G F
W Smith, late RA, Mar 1; C H van
der Noot, late Gordons, Mar 1; R F
Willsher, late R Signals, Mar 1; N
Wallace, late RA, Mar 2.

Viewfield Road, Aberdeen AB1
7XH (tel: 0224 318174).

® 219 Signal Sqn (Tripolitania):
Reunion to be held Sept 10 at
Loughborough. Details from Roy
Andrews, Moorings, 7 The Heath,
Whitstable, Kent CT5 3HJ.

@ Staffordshire Regiment:
Annual reunion and 50th anniver-
sary of Burma, Arnhem, D-Day
landings and Anzio, Sept 17, Lich-
field City and Whittington Bar-
racks, Lichfield. Details from RHQ,
The Staffordshire Regiment, Whit-
tington Barracks, Lichfield, Staffs
WS14 9PY (please enclose sae).

® RE Darland Boys Association

1939-41: 14th reunion due to be
held in September at King Charles
Hotel, Chatham, Kent. Details
from Jim Winchester, 8 Durham
Road, Luton, Beds LU2 ORB (tel:
0582 27569).

® Bangalore OTS: Indian Army
Cadets (Queen’s Regiment) Maid-
stone platoons 15 A/B, sailed
Empress of Scotland en route
OTS Bangalore (Draft i/c David
Harley 2 GR), October reunion
proposed. Contact A M Nolan

Melaka, Oakfield, Hawkhurst,
Kent TNi18 4JR (tel: 0580
753305). Also seeking RWK

instructors Sgts Marris, Jefferies,
Jones and Cpls George, Stokes,
Cox.

SOLDIER MART

NO. 11
HAS LANDED

GOOD RECONNAISSANCE
MEANS YOU MUST
CHECK IT OoUT!

For the best range of military clothing and
equipment please send an SAE with 29p
stamp for our NEW No. 11 catalogue to:

SPECIAL AIR SEA SERVICES
St George’s Works, St George’s Quay,
Lancaster, Lancashire LA1 5QJ

Telephone: 0524 64204

® Small Arms Corps and con-
nections (ex-Hythe): Proposed
final reunion in Hythe, November
11-13. Details from Fred Gray,
Blaenblodau, Dryslwyn, Car-
marthen, Dyfed SA32 8RN (tel:
0558 668719).

® The WOs' and Sergeants’
Mess, HQ Berlin, will close in May.
Anyone who has presented prop-
erty and lost touch with the mess,
please call WO2 (SSM) G T Bard-
sley on Berlin Mil 4495 or write ¢/o
BGAU, BFPO 45,

ADVANCED CAR EXPORTS

53A HIGH ROAD, BUSHEY HEATH, HERTS WD2 1EE
T 081-9500500 Fax: 081-950 8511

“Excellent service &
unbeatable prices”,
Lt Cdr —
Napier

BFPO

PEUGEOT APPOINTED EXPORT AGENTS

TRY US FOR THE BEST PRICES ON OTHER MAKES, TOO!!

Full Finance, Insurance & Part-Exchange facilities

cheaper prices”
Maj Harrison

TAX FREE & TAX PAID

PART-EXCHANGE YOUR RHD CAR IN THE UK AND

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE NEW REGULATIONS!!
CLIP COUPON FOR FULL DETAILS AND FREE COLOUR BROCHURE

PART-EXCHANGE

NAME & RANK

ADDRESS

TELEPHONE _ EXT

I am interested in a new (make & model)

TAX FREE FOR EXPORT [] TAXPAID FORUKUSE (] FINANCE (]

INSURANCE [] DELIVERY DATE

Please post to: ADVANCED CAR EXPORTS, 53A High Rd, Bushey Heath, Herts WD2 1EE. <
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HOW OBSERVAN

ARE YOU'? COMPETITION 584

The pictures here are from our Frank Finch
cartoon archives. Find ten differences in detail
and you could be £50 richer or win a new book.
Just circle the differences in the right-hand
picture, cut out the whole panel, add your name
and address and send to HOAY 584, SOLDIER,
Ordnance Road, Aldershot GU11 2DU by April
22. Do not include anything else in your
envelope.

More than one entry can be submitted but
photocopies cannot be accepted. The first
correct entries drawn will be the winners. No
correspondernice of any kind can be entered into.

The names of the winner of the £50 first prize
and two runners-up will be announced in the
May 16 issue.

Name: (Give rank or title)

I Address:

Competition No 581: Congratulations to Mr R V Williams, of St
Asaph, Clwyd, who wins £50. Book prizes go to runners-up Mrs H C

Thomas, of Cardiff, and Mr L Brown, of Harwich, Essex.

SOLDIER MART

PHOTO
REPRINTS
PRICE LIST

You can purchase copies of
photographs taken by
Soldier Magazine
photographers.

For details of how to
order please contact
Gerard Sutton on
0252 347351,
Aldershot
Military 2351.

8

Ohanita 3 VAUXHALL ]| CITROEN (] NAME
him at: FORD (]| PROTON ] RANK UNIT
ROVER (]| omHERMAKES [ appRess
oldier Magazine, genaur O usepcas [
Ordnance Road, LANDROVER (]| LHD
Aldershot, Hants VO 1! rHD =1
GU11 2DU. !gucsm O/ Finance [] APPROX DEL. DATE REQUIRED
NISSAN (| PART EXCHANGE [] HOME TEL NO.
oo [ m‘s‘ﬂfm& WORK

GROUP EXPORT
DIVISION

IF YOU DON'T CALL
PERRYS IT CAN
ONLY COST YOU

B export sale treatment we
take care of all the
paperwork, and the
worries making your export
*(sublect to status) b sale simple and worry free.
83 YEARS OF MOTORING CALL US NOW OR
E_X_PERIENCE & IT_S'HEWS_! __ RETURN THE COUPON

—TO PERRY'S GROUP EXPORT DIVISION, BLACKPOOL ROAD,
PRESTON, PR2 6BX. PLEASE SEND ME DETAILS ON:-
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~ RESETTLEMENT

C.V.s

ARE YOU LEAVING?

A professional C.V. will get your job
application noticed.

Contact us for full details:

TO CREATE ACTION

Professionally prepared and

PREMIER C.V.s laser printed.
27 Connaught Road, North End, Phone or fax (0932) 820388
Portsmouth PO2 9BP 8 amto 8 pm
Tel/Fax: 0705 698975 (24 hrs) . PROGRESSIVE PROFILES
?
e ot INTERNATIONAL
specialists in FORCES' CVs HomMe STubpy DEGREE
(Established 1981)
Forces Dept COURSES
PO Box 573 Earn your Degree entirely by

Sutton Coldfield
West Midlands
B73 6PA

correspondence through Earlscroft
University:
* Liberal Arts & Sciences
* Tailor-made Programmes
* Credits for Life Experience & Prior

021-355 2187

SERVICES ...

Learning
* Special Credits for Military Experience

M“.ITARY cv SEHV|CES * Bachelors, Masters, Doctorates
The original CV service for HM Forces; * Entry at any time
established in 1984 Details: Dr. S, Simms, E.U.L.,

Redgrove House, 393 Lordship

Your CV written by a former Army Officer and Lane, Dulwich, London SE22 8)N
, »
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Industrial Personnel Manager. Since 1984,

over 1,400 satisfied Service clients, many of
whom now hold good civilian jobs. Why not
write or telephane for full details to:

Major (Ret'd) John Cooper,
12 Water St, Stamford, Lincs PE9 2NJ.
Tel: 0780 62960. 13t19

JOBS AT SEA

and ABROAD

Unskilled, skilled, inexperienced, good pay
UK/worldwide. Cruise ships, tugs, merchants,
tankers, femes, dredging, oillgas ngs, trawlers,
diving, salvage, yacht crews, marine biology, survey.
Vital information jobpack (with other jobs abroad '94
supplement, genuine current/forthcoming vacancies
for: summeriwinter holiday reps/courers, instructors
for oll land & woter sports, tour guideslexpedition
leaders, dnvers, De/montage, Eurodisney staff, nan-
nies, au pairs, chefs, waiters, bar staff, DJs, croupiers,
photographers, be iners, hostesses,
, secunty, storemen, voluntary,
equestrian, odmin, FFlegion, Kibbutz, archaeology,
Moshav, emigration, etc)

Complete jobpack £8.95 cheque/PO:

MARINE EMPLOYMENT, (Floor 2/B),

Brittanic House, Swanage BH19 INF. B

Bodyguard

Training

Excel Security have been providing
Bodyguards to businessmen and the
rich and famous for many years. We
train men and women who are
interested in a new and exciting
career. We are members of the
International Professional Security
Association. Find out if this career
move is for you by applying for our

- SOLDIER MART

CASH’S NAME TAPES
SOLDIER For marking children’s clothing
Mailed in 28 days from receipt.
Too good to 3 goz Esame nameg g?gg
H i 6 doz (same name) £7.
dismiss — = 12 doz (saglg namE)EE%.;{%EN
tate RED/BLACK/BLUE/
take outa PleaseanclogegjhequelPO
inti | payable to Boddingtons.
subscription now! Boddingtons Name Tapes
‘Doodles’, Cannons Lane
Telephone: Hatfield Broad Oak
Bishop’s Stortford,
0252 347353 D e

BEMBRIDGE SCHOOL

Bembridge, Isle of Wight PO35 5PH
Co-Educational Boarding & Day School

300 pupils Senior School 13-18
Separate Junior School 7-13

Small classes and emphasis on individual attention
Excellent teaching facilities with wide range of subjects
offered

Specialist help for children with dyslexia

Sailing, Golf Course, Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme
Beautiful coastal setting with 100 acres of grounds
Supervised transport to and from the Island

Further details and prospectus from
The Headmaster (0983) 872101

A Registered Charity which exists to provide education for boys and girls

TO-DAY

* ¥

* ¥ ¥ K

Free Information Pack, courses can
be compieted whilst you are still

serving or on resettlement.

Tel: 081-770 7955 (9am to 5pm)
or write to:

Excel Security, 51 Lower Rd,
Sutton, Surrey SM1 4QR, =

CvV

SPORTS AGENTS

required
Rapidly expanding sports service.
NO COMPETITION.
Unique in UK and Europe.
Generous Commission.
Exclusive areas.

Contacting Military, Schools,
Colleges, Leisure Centres, Clubs.

Disconcertingly easy to sell.
Telephone in first instance:

b Mr J Read, Hilton Marketing,
Laser printing Commons Lane, Shaldon, g
Devon

Free storage
SERVICEQ'CV 0626 873270 DS

We specialise
in HM Forces

Quality content
Fast service

WARMINSTER SCHOOL

Coeducational, Day and Boarding

4 to 18 years old
* Pupils can join at any age
* Long experience in caring for Service families
* Bursaries available, plus 6th Form Scholarships, and awards at 11+
* Continuity of educaton across the whole age range, within a caring,

friendly community
% An opportunity to keep the whole family together
* Small class sizes, excellent facilities
* High standards, and clear expectations
Prospectus and further details may be obtained from
Warminster School, Church Street, Warminster, Wiltshire BA12 8PJ
(Tel: 0985 213038; Fax: 0985 214129)

Warminster School is a registered charity providing education for boys and girls

Dept (A), 2 TERN GARDENS,

PLYMPTON, PLYMOUTH PL7 3HZ
® 0752344842 (24 hrs) s

Please mention SOLDIER when
replying to advertisements

A PROFITABLE 2nd CAREER?

Did you know that 20% of all American millionaires made their money
in Multi-Level (Network) Marketing?
Do you know, or really understand, what M.L.M is, and how or
why it works?
If not, would you like to learn, FREE, and understand why M.L.M. is the growth
industry of the 90s.

We would fike to share with you the exciting prospects offered, and the best of the
options available today to make a high level income in your own business: working
from home, for yourself but not by yourself.

A series of free presentations in different regions will each offer all who attend the
opportunity to build a financ»allh secure future for themselves, and show them

ow to achigve it!

CAN YOU AFFORD NOT TO BE ONE OF THEM?
For information phone Terry White on 0606 77036

D5
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Hodaes
Eegﬂo.

CIVILIAN, MILITARY, SPORTING AND LADIES’
BESPOKE TAILORS UNIFORM SPECIALISTS

Hodges & (o bespoke tailors
since 1935, offer the very best
in quality and service using
only the finest materials
tailored by experienced
craftsmen. All garments are
supplied with a full fitting
service. A full range of
accoutrements are available
from stock, including mess
dress shirts, spurs, mess
wellingtons, George boots,
ties, blazer badges, miniature
medals and badges of rank.

For further details please
cantact:

HODGES & (0
Claro Court Business Centre, Claro Road, Harrogate, North
Yorkshire HG1 4BA
Tel: 0423 560369 Fax: 0423 520996
Also at Cambrai Barracks, Catterick Garrison, North Yorkshire

D4
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SOLDIER MART

BRUNO

THE MILITARY BEAR %

ok
‘Bruno’ is a traditional 16" Bear, who comes dressed { \ - &)

in Combat Kit, with face veil, webbing belt and beret ;
complete with your cap badge. (Lo ,H N/

‘Bruno’ is currently available for all regiments and corps of the British Army (less
Gurkha units).

‘Jock® wears TOS : RHF white hackle. Royal Scots tartan patch; A & SH tartan
patch : Black Watch red hackle : QOH blue plume. Gordons & KOSB TOS only
(No badge available for Scottish Regts).

ACC Bear available in chef's whites, ACC beret.
UN Bear, desert combat kit, UN beret with UN badge or your own badge

To order Bruno: Please send Cheques/P.0./Credit Card No. (incl expiry date) for
£31.00 payable to ‘POSTAL BEARS’, name and address of person to receive bear
and your special message to:

POSTAL BEARS, Dept D., 1/2 Barker Street, Shrewsbury SY1 15B.

24 hour telephone order service (0743) 241962 Fax: (0743) 232112 gy

INLAND REVENUE
RED ALERT! SOLDIER
House letting income? Assessment Too good to dismiss —
received? Tax bill too high? Tt
Free advice from the experts in the take outa SUbSCHptIOﬂ
taxation of MoD personnel. now!
Taxation Specialists Ltd Telephone:
112 Gales Drive, Crawley RH10 1QE
Tel/Fax: 0293 547750 i 0252 347353

BADGES, PLAQUES AND TIES

ALL PRICES ARE INCLUSIVE
Hand-made BLAZER BADGES in fine wires & silks - £13.50
Hand-painted WALL PLAQUES - £21.00 & CAR BADGES - £18.00
Regimental Ties- STRIPES ~ £7.50 CRESTS & R.A. FLASH - £9.00
PLEASE SEND S.A.E. FOR OUR PRICE LIST
D. J. PARKINSON (DEPT. S)
186b LEWES ROAD, BRIGHTON BN2 3LD.
Tel: Brighton (0273) 686877 (a.m. only)

Vista Tics

Over 300 individual Regimental
designs held in stock in Silk and
Polyester.

Embroi

dered garments -

ENAMELLED - min. 100
BLAZER BADGES - min. 5
TIES — Woven - min. 50

EMBROIDERED LEISUREWEAR & BADGES

Plus PRINTED T-SHIRTS & SWEATSHIRTS
ree original 24+
printed sweats and T-shirts, min. qty. 36\
BADGES-EMBROIDERED - min. qty. 25

VISTA TIES, 28 HIGH STREET,
MERSTHAM. SURREY. RH1 3EA

NES

For your own design we offer a free

Polyester, Silk/Polyaster or Silk Cloth.

coloured visual by return.
Printed or woven designs.

Minimum order 25 printed ties.

TELEPHONE: 0737 645113
FAX 0737 645892

e e 3k e e 3 T e T Fe e ke e sk sk ek e ek ke ek ok ok ok

+JOY'’S ROSES
»* Someone somewhere
* . sae
x is waiting to hear from you
* A GIFT OF LOVE
- Fresh flowers sent daily from the nursery to any address in the U.K. or N. Ireland.
* Include your own special message to show that you have your loved-one in mind.
Someone — somewhere is waiting to hear from you
12 ROSES Red/Pink (large) £13.85
24 ROSES Red/Pink (large) £18.50
12 CARNATIONS Red/Pink/Mixed £12.50
* 40 FREESIA Mixed with fern £14.75
JOY’S SPECIAL BOUQUETS
* Bouquet special mixed £22.50
*_ Bouquets/Pink Carnations/Freesia/Fern £16.50
Roses/Carnations/Freesia/Fern £17.50
M Iris (Blue) Camations/Freesia/Fern £14.60
‘_ Spray Carnations/Freesia/Fern £11.50
* MUCH REQUESTED CUDDLIES
SAMMY SEAL {Pure White) (Silver Beige) 27" long £22.65
PINKY MOTHER PIG (Pale Pink) 10" long £22.75
* AND THREE PIGLETS (Pale Pink) 7" long o
THE PERSONALISED LOVING BEARS
* EMBROIDERERD WITH YOUR GIFT OF LOVE MESSAGE
o FOR EXAMPLE
MARY'S TEDDY/RACHEL'S BEAR/WITH LOVE/ALL MY LOVE
" LOVE DADDY/LOVE PHIL/LOVE TOM/LOVE MUM/LOVE MUMMY
* No more than 12 letters per line (3 lines only). A space counts as a letter.
* Choice of Coloured Jumpers: Dark Blue/Light Blue/Red
WINSTON BEAR (Beige. Jointed) D/Blue 19" high £27.80
* WINSTON BEAR (Gold. Jointed) D/Blue 19" high £27.80
* WINSTON BEAR (Gold. Jointed) D/B-L/B-Red 14" high £18.95
BREWSTER BEAR (Gold) D/B-L/B-Red 15" high £14.75
‘- CHUBBY BEAR (Gold. Jointed) D/B-L/B-Red 11" high £14.75
* Prices and order forms available upon request. Prices include P&P + VAT
VIAS, ACCESS, and AMEX ACCEPTED — INCLUDE EXPIRY DATE
" Please make cheque or P.O. payable to:
% ‘Joy’s Roses and Toys’, Flamingo, St Sampsons, Guernsey, C.I.

Telephone: (0481) 46708 Fax: (0481) 43406

* os*
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Also - BASEBALL CAPS - min. 50

SOVEREIGN FREEPOST, Station Road, Tidworth, Wilts SP9 7BR

Printed - min. 36

SPORTS BAGS - min. 50
GOLF UMBRELLAS - min. 25

WRITE, PHONE or FAX for colour brochure

E !gn to Kilcreggan. Dunbartonshire G84 0JN /
MOTIFS

_EEI!E!.E#HII_

UNBEATABLE —=
SERVICE

| NISSAN |
VW AUDI_|

e German or UK delivery
e RHD or LHD programme
e Used Car Sales in Germany

e Demonstration Vehicles at
Super Savings

e Finance — dm. or Sterfing

ADDRESS .......

e 7 e Fe T Tk e s T vk e ke sk sk ke sk ke ke sk sk ok ok ok ok ke ke ok ok

INSTANT ACTION
HOTLINE

FREEPHONE

Germany 0130-8544-96




ROVER

SCE HOTLINE
0367 241225

AWAY FROM HOME AND
WANT TO KEEP YOUR
LOVE LIFE AFLAME!

DANDELIGH,

\ will send
A CHAMPAGNE
CHOCOLATES
CAKE & FLOWERS
etc to your loved one
Prices start from £16.55 plus p&p.
Delivery anywhere in the UK.
Write or phonelfax for free brochure.
38 Kennet Drive, Congleton,
Cheshire CW12 3RH.
0260 276616 s

S,

£

® English-made
sweat shirts

® T-shirts single
& multi- coloured
designs

® Embroidered
V-neck jumpers

also many other items
VISTA SPORTS LTD.
Vista House, 28 High Street, Merstham
Surrey RH1 3EA.
Tel: 0737 645113 Fax: 0737 645892

 T1-Shirts
Sweatshirts

Compiete Design Screen Print

55 Brook Street, Chester
Tel: Chester (0244) 311028 J

SOLDIER MART

GET
PROMOTION!

T-Shirts, Sweatshirts,
Polos, Rugby Shirts,
Hooded Tops,
Singlets,

Baseball Hats, Ties, ¥
Embroidered Badges

& Jumpers, Pennants,

Mugs, Sports Bags & Holdalls,
Jog/Track Suits & Shell Suits

3

A S PROMOTIONS
Room 32, 94 Blackhorse Lane
ndon E17 6AA

e

Telephone: 081-523 3283
531 7208
MICHAEL JAY
Exclusive HAND CUT

Fax 1.7
@ TAILORING

Our unbeatable

| Lowest prices | ‘ ) 3
& Best puyment terms
The service is simply unbeatable

INCLUDES offer
¥ 14 day Make or
B/ 48 hr EXPRESS
Highest quality
[ Please telephone 0443 766068 I
As our customers say

MESS DRESS ;[ "

B Best fi¢

Local agent (o measure in most areas
VIOLET HILL ROAD, STOWMARKET SUFFOLK

Vince Peltier

Turf Accountant

INSTANT BETTING
WINNINGS SAME DAY

24 NN

PHONE

0954 251340 _

)
UNIFORMS

MADE TO MEASURE

Mess Dress P.O.A

Officers No. 2 Dress £365.00
Army No. 1 Dress £2865.00
Barrack Trouser £49.00
S.B. Blazer £130.00
D.B. Blazer £150.00
Evening Suit T/Wool £165.00
Evening Suit Wool £185.00
Civilian Suits from £185.00

All prices subject to V.A.T. where applicable
48Hr or 2 Week Make up
Michael Jay Tailoring
VIOLET HILL ROAD, STOWMARKET
SUFFOLK IP14 1JS

TEL:0449 766088 FAX.0449 766606

42

LOST MEDALS
REPLACED IN RECORD TIME
FULL SIZE & MINIATURE
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE
WRITE OR PHONE FOR QUOTATION

RAYMOND D. HOLDICH
Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre
7 Whitcomb Street
London WC2H THA
Tel: 071-930 1979
0374 133493 18127

D-DAY ANNIVERSARY
EVENTS
SPACE TO LET

Inside  spacious marquee  site
Southsea seafront, Portsmouth. These
weekend outdoor events will take
place from May 94 through to
September '94.
Anyone anticipating taking part in
this 1994 50th anniversary of the
D-Day invasion should contact:

The promoter on
0705 650229 or 0705 610945

Outside pitches also available

D5

EMBROIDERED & PRINTED

SPORTS & LEISUREWEAR

LOANS

No security required £1,000-£10,000

CARS, FURNITURE, HOLIDAYS.

CLEAR EXISTING UP TO DATE LOANS,
HP, CREDIT CARDS, CASH SPARE.

- Tenants and Homeowners welcome
- No interviews, Confidential service by post
- Good benetits if you settle your loan early
For quotes, written details and free advice
Tel: 0929 423925 9am-9pm 7 days
(from overseas 0044-929 423925).
NORSTAR FINANCE 20119

Licensed by Office of Fair Trading as Lenders & Brokers

FOR THE PROFESSIONALS FROM THE PROFESSIONALS
Sweaters - Sweatshirts
T Shirts -

Sports Shirts

Rugby & Hockey Jerseys
Shorts Socks & Ties

FULL DESIGN & PERSONALISED SERVICE
NO MINIMUM ORDER

JENKINS KNITWEAR
5 VERNON PLACE NORTHERN COURT
BASFORD NOTTINGHAM NG6 ODE
Tel: (Nottm) 0602 274469

QUALITY SHEFFIELD

WL 25 Leadmill Road, Sheffield S1 3JA. Tel: (0742) 725676

PEWTERWARE
Engraved Regimental
Badges, Ship’s Crests etc.
FREE brochure available J_i

s

TO YOUR OWN DESIGN »
* T-SHIRTS o~
* SWEATSHIRTS
* POLOSHIRTS
* RUGBY SHIRTS
* SWEATERS

* BASEBALL CAPS

For free full colour brochure and
infarmation pack from the UK's
leading supplier to H.M. Forces
contact:

TEES TOTAL

e
i

High Street,Wootton Bassett,
Swindon,Wilts SN4 7AB.

TEL:(0793) 849888
FAX:(0793) 849890 £




SOLDIER MART

LOST Your Medals?
We can replace them

NOW Tel: 0752 872672

‘ty ﬁ"(

£

Full Size & Miniatures
Mounting Service & Ribbons.
S.AE. for Replacement List
Toad Hall, Newton Ferrers,
Plymouth, Devon,
England PL8 1DH 1014

POST-A-BOSE

Send your love & wishes across the miles.
Your own personal message sent with a
beautiful Gift Boxed Everlasting Rose.
Or choose one of our Special Packages
Your love is just around the comer WITH POST-A- ROSI’

Single Red Rose ......cc.covecn
Three Red Roses... !
Red Rose & Tiny [uldy
Cuddly Teddy Approx 10"
Gift Wrapped with Celo/Bows ... £11,95
Large Teddy Approx 16"

Gift Wrapped with Celo/BOWS ....vivovvnvnnnsis £19.95
All Rose Orders are Gift Boxed and sent by First Class Post

Send your Cheque/PO, plus Delivery
Address & Message to: Post-A-Rose,
8 Concorde Close, Weymouth, Dorset DT4 9UA

D5
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Essential Outdoor Clothing
New ALPINE RANGE now in

For functional clothing for men and women, call into the
Rohan Shop, Quay Street, Lymington, Hants SO41 94S.

Tel: (0590) 672765
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

EMBROIDERED
SWEATERS SWEATSHIRTS
POLO SHIRTS BADGES

PRINTED
TEESHIRTS SWEATSHIRTS
BADGES COFFEE MUGS
AND LOTS MORE!

ALL FROM ONE SUPPLIER
No antwark or setting up costs on the mu_umh of w»ur_uumh

High quality. competi prom i

LAND~
<ROVER

SCE HOTLINE
0367 241225

our pricelist
REYNOLDS SP ORTS
51/52HIGH STREET, LINCOLN LN5 8AP
Tel: 0522 513333 Fax: 0522 530383 1414

AACA&SH AGC,KRH,LD,PARA
WORCESTERSHIR Reglmental
E IRE
MEDAL SERVICE Brooches
Full size and miniature medals AT TRADE PRICE
supplied and mounted for wear J-M-BICKERTON

or display. Send for full list of
miniature medals, emblems,
clasps, etc.

25 Golden Cross Lane, Catshill
Bromsgrove, Worcs B61 OLG
Telephone (0527) 835375
Access/Visa welcome

Manufacturing Jewellers
23 VYSE STREET,
BIRMINGHAM B18 6LE.
Tel: 021 551 7366
PWRR,QDG,RLC,SAS.5¢cotsDG,ete.

5]

PEUGEOT

TAKE YOUR LION
AWRY ... .vnu i

TAX FREE!

* Unbeatable finance

* Top part-exchange prices

* Discounts on full Peugeot range
* Sports Hatch specialists

* Lion used car dealer

Ring Richard Courcoux:
0722 335268
from Germany 0044 722 335268

Or write to:

CRAZE BROTHERS EXPORT

Southampton Road, Salisbury,
Wilts SP1 2LE, England

PHOENIX WORLD

A full range of pewter and “cold
cast bronze™ figurines, car grill
badges and tankards to suit your
needs.

*._ COMMISSIONS ACCEPTED.

MR107
(25¢cm)
£50.65

Send crossed cheque/P.O. with order or S.A.E.
for Brochure.

PHOENIX WORLD REPRODUCTIONS

437 Valley Drive, Gravesend, Kent DA12 5UE.
Tel: Gravesend (0474) 365511.

1667 Fax: (0474) 537166

“Cold cast bronze”

WE'LL GIVE YOU THE CREDIT FOR BEING WELL DRESSED

#6

UNIFORMAL

INTEREST FREE CREDIT

. I_
READY TO WEAR MESS KIT - WOs AND SERGEANTS AT

30% LESS THAN

“MADE TO MEASURE”

SIZES 36"-44" CHEST IN SM, MED AND LONG

D5

For a quotation for your Regiment or Corps please contact us (see below)

UK: Van Dungie House, Meynell Avenue, Rothwell, Leeds
1526 ONU. Tel: 0532 826102. Fax UK: 0532 821457

Mondays-Fridays 9am-5pm
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SILVERMAN’

PLCE BERGEN BERGHAUS BERR%I-EAUS
New NATO ref 84-65-99-978-5360/62 VULCAN
. e NATO re 84-65-99-775-3039/40 & & D'DAY
SPECIAL
AIRBORNE FORCES
DENISON SMOCKS

New manufacturer using
original material
£65.00

Genuine issue leather
banded Para Berets,

CAPACITY: 125 itres CAPACITY: 100 ltres CAPACITY: 70 litres Victor style £12.99
FRAME: Internal FRAME:  Internal FRAME: Internal
WATERPROUr:’:e\rfgz WATERPROOF: Yes WATERPROOF: Yes Sﬂ EMAGHS
COLOUR:  Green or DPM COLOUR: Green COLOUR:  Green Olive and black
FEATURES: Side pouches + Yoke FEATURES: Side pouches make day FEATURES: Side pouches £24.99 pr £6.99
(makes day patrol pack) pack (straps incl.) PRICE: PHONE
PRICE: £139.99 PRICE: PHONE
58 PATTERN AND PLCE WEBBING - FULL SETS AVAILABLE - BERGHAUS MUNRO AVAILABLE £59.99
DANNER DANNER DANNER BRITTON BOOTS
ACADIA OLYMPIC FORT LEWIS (GO FAST)
G Al = G . ;; g 8 . X ¥ .‘_-_
(1] 0 (1]
R R R
E E E
T T T
! E E
X X X 2 :
Leather;’curdura ilghler || leather constucnon Deve opeu with the Fort The very latest in hileg
than all leather 8" boot to keep feet Lewis Go Devils waterproof boot
Selected by L.A. Swat team warm and dry All leather construction Leather lined: £48.99
Insulated: £149.99 £169.99 £184.99 Cambrelle lined: £58.99
Uninsulated: £144.99 ASSAULT BOOT, SPEED LACE £48.99
WATERPROOF ALL LEATHER ISSUE BLACK DMS
HIGH BOOTS (F/S) AMMO BOOTS SERVICE SHOE

0 T Lt TR

Slight factory seconds, all leather, Genuine issue Ammo Boots Service shoe with DMS sole and
waterpraafed, DMS sole Brand new triple soled and studded toe cap
Genuine issue combat boot

£26.99 £62.99 New: £26.99

: GENUINE NEW ISSUE SLEEPING BAG SYSTEM

SLEEPING BAG Hollow fill fibre. High performance even in damp conditions. Wt 3kg £75.00

¥ 2‘ COMPRESSION SACK to reduce volume of bag £17.99
3. BIVIBAG GORE-TEX Phone
BIVI BAG ARCTIC ISSUE, NYLON WITH ZIP £19.99
4. FOAM KIP MAT £9.99
5. NEW PATTERN sleeping bag with w/proof base attached £79.99
6. GOOD USED 58 sleeping bags always available SUPER £44.99
GRADE 1 £34.99
LONG Phone
: : _ 7. SNUGPAK Military Green sleeping bags Phone
@ Sorbothane insoles/foot beds @ Socks combat @ Jungle boots @ SAS Smocks
@® Compeed for blisters ® Arctic socks @ Berets/leather bound @ All leather magnum boots
® PLCE Chest rigs @ Tropical DPM suits @ Gulf patt. Desert boots hi leg @ Hi-Tec Magnum L/wt boots
@ Parade Gloss @ KSB Boots @ Short Desert boots @ Hi-Tec Trail L/wt hiking boots
@ Gore-Tex DPM smocks ® Para smocks ® Gore-Tex socks (Berghaus) @ PTitops (oid patf.) new

(POST & PACKING £2.99 ON ANY SIZE ORDER) ABOVE IS A SMALL SELECTION OF KIT AVAILABLE
PHONE 071-790 5257 FOR FREE CATALOGUE PHONE 071-790 5585 FOR INFORMATION PHONE 0717-900-900 FOR CREDIT CARD ORDERS

SILVERMAN’S (DEPTS), MILE END, LONDON E1 4PS

Personal callers Mondays-Fridays 9-5 & Sundays 10-1pm
“Britain’s leading supplier of kit to the professionals” o5
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A pen pal advertisement costs
£11.75. Send your details (maxi-
mum 30 words) and a cheque or
postal order for £11.75, payable to
“Soldier”, to the address below.
The advertisement will appear in
the first available issue and all
replies will be forwarded.

REPLIES, To reply to a pen pal, write
a letter and send it to Soldier Magazine
at the address below. The Box number
must be CLEARLY written in the
TOP LEFT CORNER of the enve-
lope. Your envelope must be no larger
than 8" x 4" and should only contain a
letter, and photograph if requested.
Replies received more than three
months after the cover date and large,
heavy, or poorly addressed
envelopes will not be forwarded.

All correspondence to: Pen Pals,
Soldier Magazine, Ordnance Road,
Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU.

Time on my hands, I love to write let-
ters and am looking for a penfriend.
I’m a single mum, 30s, happy go lucky,
music lover, well travelled. Do write.
P8s9 07194

I’m Nicola, 24, slim, dark hair. I live
in Southampton but have close links
with Hull. I enjoy TV, going to the pub,
reading and eating out. Would anyone
like to write to me? P890 0784

Female, 31, single, blonde, attractive,
nursery nurse. Seeks male, 6', with
gsoh as penfriend. Enjoys horse riding,
pubs and some clubs. Please send
photo or good description. P891  o7ss

Adventurous, fun loving, 21-year-
old Scottish girl. Would like to write to
person with similar interests: football;
watching films; laughing and generally
having fun. All letters answered. P892

07/94

Hi, I’ve got time on my hands — can
you help me fill it? 'm Cary, 38, tall,
attractive and have varied interests —
including rock music, socialising and
writing letters. ALA. P893 o7/94

Sharon, 31. A pen pal is what I need,
so write to me with speed. If you wanta
laugh, and think this daft, then you’re
the friend I need. P894 07194

40-year-old nurse, recently separated.
Ash blonde, 5'3", blue eyes, slim.
Animal lover, enjoys good company,
music, socialising and sport. Own
home. Wishes to correspond with an
intelligent, caring person. P895 o794

Single male soldier, 28, 5'11", brown
eyes, fair hair. Seeks new friend. Loves
cinema, reading, computer games,
football, sports and children. Photo
appreciated but not essential. All letters
answered. P896 o794

Lisa, 25, 5'2", slim, single, non-
smoker, Good sense of humour, likes
aerobics, swimming, cooking, reading,
music, writing letters. Would like pen
pals anywhere. P897

My name is Andrea, I'm 28 with
blonde hair, grey eyes, 53" tall and
single. I enjoy aerobics, music, cinema,
going out with friends and foreign holi-
days. P898 o794

07/94

Cheerful, chatty, easygoing, divorced
lady, clerical worker. Seeks penfriend
45+. I enjoy the countryside, walking,
reading, local history, and c&w music.
All letters answered, I live in North
West England. P899 07104

My name is Tanya, I'm a 28-year-old
blue eyed blonde divorcee. I'm training
to be chef. I enjoy driving, night club-
bing and music. Please write to me!
P900 o7%4

“/PEN'PALS -

I'm Anna, 20, brunette, attractive. I
would like to write to soldiers who have
a gsoh, love clubbing and having a good
time. Photo appreciated, all letters
answered. P901 0794

Avid letter writer searching for pen
pals. ’'m 27, single with three children
because I am a nanny/housekeeper. I
enjoy the countryside, horse riding,
cycling and, of course, writing. *902

0794

Bubbly, attractive, female, 37, gsoh.
Interests: cinema, music, writing letters
and socialising. I will answer all letters,
so invest in a stamp and write to me!
P903

Wanted, male pen pals. Are you
between 25 and 30, genuine, sense of
humour and interested in music and
movies? So am [. Female, 28, slim.
Write to me now, Josie. P904 o794

0794

Hi guys. I'm a single, blonde haired,
blue/green eyed, female who wishes to
write to lonely soldiers in need of some
cheering up. So why not drop me a
line? P905

Blonde haired, blue eyed, hairdresser
would like penfriends. I have an out-
going personality and believe in living
life to the full. If you would like to
write, please contact ’906. o794

a7/94

Pen pals wanted. Would you like to
write to me, my name is Tracey. I am
31 years old and have lots of interests.
Why not send me a letter? P907

07/54

Hi, I’m Jo, an irresistible, curvaceous,
21-year-old brunette. I'm fun, fit and
feminine in every way. Seeks an officer
and gentleman. Will correspond with
single soldiers aged 24+. P908

0794

Niki, 28, divorced mum. Seeks gen-
uine, interesting pen pal. Many inter-
ests, including: keep-fit, socialising,
music, films and cooking. I live in a
quiet country village in Essex. P909

07794

Military History Books, sae for list.
We also buy military history books,
single volumes or collections. Top
prices paid, travel anywhere. Free
booksearch service available. Any book
found by hard-working professional.

John McKenzie, Carpenters, Cary
Road, North Cadbury, Yeovil BA22
7DE. Tel: 0963 40557. 0408

A PRICE ON
MY HEAD

by Major !éﬁfQ:EMCallaghan,

With Terry Gorry
An exceptional autobiograph-
ical account of Britain's most
decorated peace-time soldier :
recalling his exploits as a bomb disposal
operator at & time when the IRA were evermore
ingenious and evil.
“Brilliantly retold , . . abounds with bravery, crackles
with action and spiced with humour”
- Manchester Evening News.
lllustrated. £8.95. ISBN 187388850 3
Send Slerlln% heques only for £8.95 to:
Owl Books, P.O. Box 60, Wigan WN1 208B.
(P&P FREE to readers of SOLDIER magazine.
Allow 10 days for delivery.
Regisiered Offce: Foyal Bark of Sootiand Chambers, Market Sreet Leigh W 1ED.
Mamber ol e independent Publishers Guid D5

CHELIFER BOOKS
Military books bought
and sold
Send SAE for catalogue to:
Mike Smith, Todd Close,
Curthwaite, Carlisle,
Cumbria CA7 8BE

Tel: (0228) 711388 o

Please mention SOLDIER when
replying to advertisements

[Business Opportunities|
Freehold cafe/restaurant, busy ‘A’
road, tourist route. Detached bunga-
low, garage, 130ft frontage, good park-
ing. T/O £25,000. Retirement
£130,000. Tel: 0588 620292 evenings.

04-07

Village Inn on
Pembrokeshire Coastal Path
Character freehouse on traditional lines.
Excellent local trade.
Owmners accommodation.
Accounts available. Owners retiring.
Details from:
Box 250, Soldier Magazine,
Ordnance Road, Aldershot,
Hants GU11 2DU DS

Guest House for sale. Betws-y-Coed,
Snowdonia National Park. 9 bed-
rooms, AA/RAC, profitable B&B only.
All year trade. Details phone 0690
710601. 07-08

Arktis Limited seek Officers and
NCOs (Regimental and TA) as local
agent for their clothing and equipment.
For information contact: 3 Brookside
Industrial Units, Venny Bridge, Exeter
EX4 8JN. 07-08

HOTEL &
RESTAURANT

Busy, family run detached property
in prime location in East Devon.
46 seat licensed restaurant (open to
non-residents). Seven letting bedrooms,
owners two bedroom accom., large

car park, recently fully redecorated.

Genuine reason for sale. Would suit
small family or two couples.
Superb freehold property, for
details phone 0385 264803

D5

Leaving the Army? Looking for a
home and a job? Yes? Then this is for
you. Family run fish and chip shop with
3 bedroom accommodation for sale
(leasehold). For further details, phone
0980 32397. 07/94

15th Century Lake District Inn.
Once in a lifetime opportunity to
acquire a new leasehold on this world
renowned inn. Secure lease (details
negotiable). Status references required
on application for particulars. Finan-
cial history available to suitable appli-
cants. No time wasters please.
£120,000 business, fixtures and fit-
tings, plus SAV. Details from: Box 248,
Soldier Magazine, Ordnance Road,
Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU.

06-07

Retiring? Redundant?
Use your existing knowledge and
expertise as a civilian!
Camping and Leisure business in
delightful  West Sussex  town.
T/O £323,000, still growing and with
enormous potential.

At £130,000 + SAV - interested?
Telephone or fax:

0243 551369 NOW os]

Peugeot 205XS. 1992 (I), red, left
hand drive, one lady owner. Excellent
condition, electric sunroof and win-
dows, low mileage. £4,995. Tel: 0285

770383,
[ Entertainment |

Bar fly, bouncy boxing, bouncy cas-
tles, bungee running, disco bounce,
gladiator jousting, human bowling,
karaoke, mobile nightclub, sumo
wrestling, marquees. Tel: 0440 714204
Fax: 0440 714077. East Anglia Leisure
(nationwide). o794

07/94

~ CLASSIFIED

Stardust Disco Roadshow. Stereo
sounds, video show. Music for all age
groups, all functions catered for, popu-
lar with Army since 1979. Ring Doug
on 0252 330504. e

Casino shows featuring authentic
tables and accessories. Attractive, well
trained, well mannered and well
groomed croupiers. Nationwide ser-
vice. 0989 63783, Enteractive Leisure.

05-08

onneXMiiong

Entertainment

Function Bands,
Disco & Karaoke
Comedians, Cabaret
Dance Shows
For all ranks,
Sgt/Officers’ Mess
Wedding & Private
functions
Call
Duncan Storer
16 yrs ex Guards
Musician
Connextions The Nare
You Can Trust!

Tel: 081-789 7227 / 6645
Fax: 081-785 3533

D5

Reach for the skies with The Army
Microlight Flying Club. For details

0981

| ForSale |

SOLDIER MAGAZINE - MAKE SURE
YOU GET YOUR COPY REGULARLY -
ONLY £23.00 FOR A YEAR'S SUB-
SCRIPTION IN UK, £13.80 BFPO, ELSE-
WHERE £32.20 (OVERSEAS SURFACE
MAIL), SOLDIER MAGAZINE, SUB-
SCRIPTIONS DEPT, ORDNANCE
ROAD, ALDERSHOT, HANTS GUI11
2DU. (Cheques to Seldier).

contact
240946.

the Secretary. Tel:

Parachute Wings and insignia of the
world. Send sae for Brag and Turner
numbered list. J. D. Atherton, 9 Rich-
mond Gardens, Redhill, Arnold, Not-
tingham NGS5 8]S.

Military collectors cards/postcards.
Send sae for free lists and sample card.
P Adams, 30 Edward Street, Bristol
BS5 6LW. o794

Large range of Janes Military Refer-
ence Yearbooks, cheap to clear. Ex-
army 12' X 15' heavy duty frame tents,
complete, £325. 10 man arctic survival
tent, unused, £185. 052 789 2282. o708

Militaria, badges, insignia. For sale
as a collection. N Hendy, 7 Landrail
Road, Lower Halstow, Sittingbourne,
Kent ME9 7DJ. 07194

Edged weapons catalogue. Collectors
take note — our latest swords and mili-
tary knives colour brochure is now
ready. Send £2 for your personal copy,
to: Battle Orders, Dept SD, 71 East-
bourne Road, Lower Willingdon, East
Sussex BN20 9NR. 06-07

45
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Collectors metal badges, cap, shoul-
der etc. 200 all different, US$75.00
(airmail $15.00 extra). Metal and wire
badges a speciality. Write to: Geoffrey
Enterprises, Railway Road, Sialkot,
Pakistan. Fax: +92 432 558910. o
e e e 7k Tk ek ok ok ok e ok
Regimental Shields, Plaques and
Shieldclocks. In good company with
most Regiments and Corps of the
British Army we made your shields for
the Falklands, the Gulf and now Bosnia
and Croatia and most other UN loca-
tions. Let us design your Regimental
and Operational Shields, write for a full
colour brochure to: Teresa Houghton,
Military Marketing, 16 Riverway,
Shipston on Stour CV36 4RD. Tele-
phone and Fax 0608 663770. Mini-
mum order 25 shields. £9.50 no VAT
outside the UK. Shieldclocks £17.00.
Limited Edition: The only official
MoD shield commemorating The 50th
Anniversary of ‘D’DAY. The only offi-
cial PLAQUE commemorating The
200th Year of The Yeomanry, depict-
ing The Official Cypher and all badges
of Today’s Yeomanry. Cheque or
Postal Order for £17.50 inclusive of
VAT & Postage. Allow 28 days for
delivery. e
Fr 7 7 7 Fo 7 e ek ok ok ok ok ok ok ke

Military Clothing, Equipment -
John Bull. Mail order 0765 604071.
Retail Hildyard Way, Catterick Garri-
son, N Yorks 0748 833614. Full list on
request. PRIs. Visa/Access. ] B Military
Clothing (S), 12 Littlethorpe Park,
Ripon HG4 1UQ. 36p SAE. 0765
604071. ECigs

For quality Scottish products like
bagpipes, bagpipe accessories, practice
chanters, reeds, plaids, shawls, kilts,
spats, balmorals, glengarries, hackle
feathers, waist and cross belts, bugles,
drumsticks, drummer’s aprons, music
card pouches, sporrans etc. Hand
embroidered all kinds of badges,
sashes, flags, family crests, clan crests,
bagpipe banners and all other items.
Scottish/Irish and masonic jewellery
such as waist belt buckles, cap badges,
collar insignias, brooches, buttons, kilt
pins. Write for lists and prices to:
Tango Trading CO. 4/369 Mori Gate,
Sialkot 51310, Pakistan. EOins
Fine quality pipe, dress, bugle, cords,
aiguilettes, sashes, banners, chevrons,
wire badges, regulation bugles etc. City
Trading Co, Saghir Chowk, Noshera
Road, Gujranwala, Pakistan. Fax: 92
432 551206. EOI9
Army Cap Badges. Send SAE plus
50p for lists to: Clans and Regiments,
14 Elm Grove, Aldbrough, East York-
shire HUI1 4RQ. Guarantee and gen-
erous discounts. TIc

H. W. Slimm & Sons (Magro
Sports). Military Clothing & Equip-
ment for PRI Shops & Units. Hi-Tec
Magnum all leather boots. Black &
green Shemaghs. Genuine SAS & Para
Smocks available. Full price list from:
30-44 Shilton Road, Barwell, Leics
LE9 8HA. Tel: 0455 843730. Fax:
0455 840218. 05-10
Largest manufacturers and
exporters of hand embroidered Bullion
Badges for Army, Navy, Air Force,
schools, colleges, clubs, associations
etc. Flags, Coat-of-Arms, lanyards and
all military accoutrements etc. Please
contact: J. Arthur & Co., PO Box
301, Sialkot, Pakistan. Fax: 92 432
558605. 0515
Dieu et Mon Droit. Two-part solid
brass British Army buckles 3%" x 2/4"
for 1)4" strap. Limited edition dupli-
cates from the Victorian era + instruc-
tions for easy to make belt. Photo
available on request, send addressed
envelope. £12 + £1 p&p each. Orders
to: Baird, St Andre de Cruzieres,
07460 St Paul le Jeune, France.
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VOLUNTEERS POCKET BOOK.
Valuable info on wide range of sub-
jects. Every Soldier should have one.
Includes Plastic Wallet Cover. £4.75
plus 50p p&p (UK). THE SA
80/LSW - SKILL AT ARMS &
SHOOTING. Training Tests &
APWT conditions pass first time. First
class diagrams and explanation of the
weapons. Fits into Volunteers Pocket
Book Plastic Wallet. £3.25 plus 30p
p&p (UK). Special prices for ten plus
copies. Order direct from publishers.
Cheques or POs payable to MILI-
TARY POCKET BOOKS, PO Box
28, Leven, Beverley, Hull HU17 5LA.
Tel: 0964 542878. "
Condor Supplies, now open at 5a
The Arcade, Bovington Camp, Ware-
ham BH20 6JQ. Para smocks, wind-
proof smocks, Softie sleeping bags,
bivvy bags, survival kits, Rucsacs, Mag-~
Lites, Petzl headtorches etc. SAE for
price list. Tel: Robbo on 0929 405662,

2307
Medals. Full/miniature medal
mounting service. Loose or court style,
Comprehensive range of miniatures
always available. Write or phone for
quotation. Firmin & Sons Plc, 82/86
New Town Row, Birmingham B6
4HU. Tel: 021-359 6666. Established
1677. EOIo8

SOLDIER Shield - the ideal gift for
the military enthusiast, or to add to a
collection. The SOLDIER shield
shows the magazine’s official insignia
on a dark wood base, and measures
180 X 140mm. The cost of the shield,
inclusive of VAT and p&p, is £17 UK
and £19 elsewhere. Send your
cheque/PO payable to “Soldier” to Sol-
dier Shield, Ordnance Road, Alder-
shot, Hants GU11 2DU, TIC

Silverman’s have available the follow-
ing new PTT kit: Old Pattern PTI Tops
£32.99, PTI Vests £7.99, PTI Belts
£9.99, PTI Cloth Badges £2.99, Ron
Hill Tracksters £14.99, New Rugby
Shirts all cotton £15,99, Timex Sports
Watches from £16.99. Free catalogue
0717 900 900 Info 0717 905 257,
Order 0717 905 585. Silverman’s, 2
Harford Street, Mile End, London El
4PS. 0

1200+ Military Abbreviations, Filo-
fax size. Send £2.00 cheque or PO to:
Sunray Publishing, 6 Inchview Gar-
dens, Dalgety Bay KY11 58A. o754

Chess Sets. Wellington, Napoleon,
54mm metal black gold or full colour
with wood veneer board. Black gold
£25, Colour £50 plus postage. Details
tel: 0985 214365. o710

“50th Anniversaries” Normandy -
Amhem. 5"x5" framed goldwire
badges — your regt, corps, commando,
sgn etc. £12 + p&p. Blazer badges £10
+ p&p. One offs a speciality at £10 +
p&p. Motifs of Oldham, 11 Dalehead
Drive, Shaw, Oldham, Lancs OL2
8]T. Phone/Fax: 0706 846648. 04.07

Silverman’s now have genuine
Shemaghs, colours: black/green,
black/white, sand/black, red/white.
Price for each £6.99 + £2.99 p+p.
Phone 0717 900 900 or write to Silver-
man’s, Mile End, London E1 4PS. 1c

Cap badges, regimental ties, blazer
badges, medals, insignia. Send £1.50
for list to: Cairncross (Dept S), 31
Belle Vue Street, Filey, North Yorks
YO14 9HV. 2198
Regimental cufflinks tie grip sets
£12.50. Blazer button sets £24.00.
Medals mounted for wear or display.
Telephone 0480 212843 for availabili-
ty. Martin Duchemin, 6 Knights Close,
Eaton Socon, Cambs PE19 3DP. o0
Tune Belt, the original Radio Cassette
Hoider, £12 inc p&p. From Tune Belt
UK, Belle Vue, Hornby, Lancs LA2
8LX. Tel & Fax: 05242 21259,

04-07

SOLDIER Magazine Binders — collect
your copies of SOLDIER in our easy to
use binders. Sold in sets of two, the
binders feature a full colour magazine
style cover, and will each hold up to
thirteen magazines. Cost per two
binders, inclusive of VAT and p&p, is
£8.75 UK/BFPOf/overseas surface
mail, and £11.50 airmail. To order
your binders send your name, address
and cheque/PO payable to “Soldier” to
Soldier Magazine Binders, Ordnance
Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU.

TIC

Redot Singlepoint SP260 Gunsights.
1" universal type rugged military issue
and specification, solar fusion pow-
ered. No batteries, no switches. The
original Redot. £69.00 inc p&p. (Shot-
gun version available £9.95). Send or
phone order to: Battle Orders, Dept
SD, 71 Eastbourne Road, Lower Will-
ingdon, East Sussex BN20 9NR. Tel:
0323 485182. 0607

Military, Red Cross, sports, corona-
tion, police, school, masonic and mis-
cellaneous medals and badges. Send
2% 25p stamps for list: 18 Hollybank
Road, Birkenhead, Merseyside 1.41
258Y. 04-09

Craftsman carved “Shepherds
Crooks” in ramshorn. Also fox heads,
pheasant heads, dogs heads. Prices
from £150. Superb retirement or pre-
sentation pieces, P&P at cost. Tele-
phone 0270 77366 (24hrs).

Why not give someone “A Title for a
Tenner”. What a gift/presentation idea!
Details from S A Survival, Gayfield,
Arbroath, Scotland DD11 1QJ. 06-15

( e Hondays ]

Rock, N. Cornwall. Fully furnished
cottage, sleeps five. One mile from sea,
ideal for sailing, surfing, walking and
golf, Safe sandy beaches. Tel: 0392
875068. 04/07

FLIGHT DEALS

FROM HECK-IN TRAVEL

Pr. Fr

07-10

Bangkok £350 Israel £139
Canada £219 Mexico £295
Caribbean  £260 Rio £499
Dubai £309 Spain £49
Egypt £159 Switzerland £69
France £69 Turkey £143
Germany £89 USA £159
Goa £379

Greece T T
italy £98 | uacemmoois

PLAN YOUR OWN TRAIL!

TAP INTO OUR EXPERIENCE
BOOK WITH CONFIDENCE THROUGH
FULLY BONDED AGENT
SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY, ALL FLIGHTS ON RESTRICTED DATES
FOR OTHER DESINATIONS PLEASE CALL

ATOL
2897

071-637

[ Houeles |

HAMLETS

Property Letting & Management

HOMEOWNERS -
Moving in UK or abroad?

Let us make your property work for you. Our
small but professional company finds suitable
tenants, manages your property and ensures its
return to you as and when required. With a base in
Leicestershire we also cover the East Midlands
counties of Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire.
For further information please ring:
0509 266151
ar write to:
59 WESTFIELD DRIVE
LOUGHBOROUGH
LEICS LE11 3QJ

D5

GREENFIELD PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

WHY PAY UP TO 20% ESTATE AGENTS PRICES.
USE THE SPEGIALISED SERVICES OF THISOLD
ESTABLISHED PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
COMPANY FOR HALF THAT FIGURE — * 10%%
* NO HIDDEN EXTHAS *
WE PROVIDE A COMPLETE, COMPREHENSIVE,
EFFICIENT AND RELIABLE SERVICE FOR YOU.
WE LOOK AFTER YOUR PROPERTY USING
EXPERIENCED STAFF SPECIALISED IN
DEALING WITH HM FORCES WITH OVER 20
YEARS' EXPERIENCE AND EX-MILITARY
BACKGROUND.
* FIND QUT ABOUT OUR FULL RANGE OF SERVICES

INCLUDING:
* LOWFEES  FULL INSURANCE COVER
* FREE SURVEYS/VALUATIONS
* PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Telephone or write for brochure:
GREENFIELD PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
GREENFIELD HOUSE, DOWLANDS LANE,
COPTHORNE, WEST SUSSEX RH10 3HX
TEL/FAX: (0342) 718671 (24HRS)
* THE BEST SERVICE GUARANTEED %

Wyvern & Sarum. With offices in
Salisbury and Warminster and 200
properties, our ex-Service staff are very
experienced in managing properties for
Service Landlords. Telephone 0722
421701 or 0985 846905. ™

CHARITY
COMMISSION

Charity - Brandwood Trust

Scheme for the regulation of
Charity
Ref: 220,433
The Charity Commissioners propose
to make a Scheme for this Charity.
Copies of the draft Scheme may be
obtained from them (ref: NR-220433
A/1.8C) at Woodfield House,
Tangier, Taunton, Somerset TA1 4BL
Objections and suggestions may be
sent to them within one month from

today.
D5

Superb, detached, guest house on
main Cambrian coastal road. 4 en-suite
bedrooms, guests lounge and dining
room, Proprietors own private accom-
modation. Would make fine family
home. Standing in nearly one acre of
land, one mile from seaside. All car-
pets, curtains and most furniture in
sale. Selling due to retirement.
£165,00. Please ring 0654 711615, orms

Stoke-on-Trent, Staffordshire.
Large modern four bedroom detached
house in semi-rural location. GCH,
garage, fitted robes in all bedrooms.
Electric shower in master bedroom.
Luxury bathroom, jacuzzi, whirlpool,
gas shower. Many extras. Offers in the
region of £90,000. Vacant possession
on completion. For full details contact:
J P Casey, British High Commission,

Nicosia, BFPO 567. Tel: Nicosia
473131, 07734
Poole, Dorset. Three bedroom

modern mid-terrace house in Upton.
Five minutes from Poole town centre.
Gardens, garage, gch and secondary
double glazed throughout. £49,500.
Presently let through agent at £390
pcm (contracted to June 94). Get onto
the property ladder with someone else
paying your mortgage. For full details
telephone 0392 217186. 06-07

Spanish Property. Leaving the army?
Why not live and work in the sun?
COAST AND COUNTRY SER-
VICES have many bargain houses and
apartments. Also, easy to run business-
es, many with living accommodation.
Mortgages available. Inspection flights
arranged. Contact direct in Alicante
(010 346) 6405125 or UK Agent 0602
390180.

07/94



ADVENTURE

CLASSIFIED

Brass buttons. Wanted by collector —
any buttons of the Cavalry Regts, old
and new. Mr Webb, 60 Ash Road, Har-

Argentinian FN magazine pouches.
Good price paid. Contact Paul 071-

223 8721 anytime. 074

Low cost household insurance, rogate, N. Yorks HG2 8EG. Tel: 0423
covers MSQ, MFOQ, tenants, liability 871432, 0607
etc. From £45 per year. Household

and General Insurance Services, BAVARIA

FREEPOST (SE8601), London SEI
7BP. Tel: 0956 283902.

Printing - Draw Tickets - Low, low
prices. All forms of Unit, Club Mess
and personal stationery. Reasonable
prices. Ring for a free quote. Servis-
print 0305 835150 or Fax 0305
834692, 12/94

Loans £1,000-£10,000. No deposit.
No security required. Tenants wel-
come, Cars, home improvements, fur-
niture, clear loans, HP, credit cards,
cash spare. Norstar Finance, 0929
423925, 9am-9pm 7 days.

Curriculum Vitae from £25 profes-
sionally written and presented. SAE for

0225

04-08

FREE Infopak: Sharpe CV Services, 6 LEFT HAND DR'VE W01 G K Dorrington, HQ Wales and Reid, 110 Pro Coy RMP, BFPO 16.
Rossmore Gardens, Aldershot, Hamp- Western District, Shrewsbury; Pte N L 7-way tie for 6th prize (19 goals, £42.88
shire GU11 3XF. 0610 VEHICLES Fulstow, HQ Armd Bde, BFPO 30; SSgt C each): Bdr P Cobb, 7 Para RHA,
Martin E. Earl Bookfinders. Estab- Hunt, 78 Engr Regt (V), Southampton; Aldershot; Pte G Hale, British Tpt San,
lished and professional service supply- URGENTLY WANTED Pte A N Hutchinson, British Tpt San, ~ BFPO 544; W02 | D Morrin, P('ncesas
ing hard to find titles on all subjects. s BFPO 544; LCpl A J P Kerr, 1 Kings Own Marina College, Arborfield; Maj S
No fees or obligation. 6 Clerkenwell Any condition, Border BFPO B07: W02 C AKnaggs, HO  Roberts, JDSC, Warminster; Cpl M S
Cottages, Haddenham, Bucks HP17 cash buyer. Woolwich Garrison; SSat P Macey, 38 Rogers, 1 WG, BFPO 802, Sgt W H
S S ape fueen. Totmehe: e b 4t MDA Chivhvoung. | PO, BFPO38.
, 7 Bn : ) . ] ;
CV’s that bring results. Curriculum 081-534 4016 (10am-1 me) ¥y ) P g
vitae for service personnel expertly seven days

compiled and presented. Free consul-
tation. For further information please
phone: Aldershot (0252) 314887, oso7

The lodge is situated in the Algiu
region of The Bavarian Alps. We offer
a comprehensive programme of
outdoor pursuits all year round.
Family or group bookings available.
For further information and brochure
contact
Michael Kane,
Tel: 01049 8327 1259
Fax: 01049 8327 1229

Please mention SOLDIER when
replying to advertisements

Fax No:081-534 0033

MARCH 5, 1994

Four way tie for first prize (17 goals, £875
each): Capt H Bond, 7 Para RHA,
Aldershot; Pte A C H Hume, AQ ARRC,
BFPO 39; $Sgt T P Marshall, AAC Centre,
Middle Wallop; LCpl L Williams, 35 Engr
Regt, BFPG 31.

20-way tie for fifth prize (16 goals, £30
each): Sgt P A R Adams, 39 Regt RA,
BFPO 16; Cp! H L Ainley, RMP Cyprus,
BFPO 58; Sgt T Baitson, 9 Signal Regt
(Radia} BFPQ 59; SSgt D Christie, REME
Tech Services BAOR, BFPO 34; Cpl A J
Connor, 35 Engr Regt, BFPO 31; LCp! J
M J Cullen, 25 Engr Regt, BFPO 808,

ARMY SPORTS LOTTERY RESULTS

Prowse, Depot REME, Arborfield; 2Lt S
R | Scott, QRH, BFPOD 38; W02 A J Sisk,
DSPS (A) Worthy Down; Gfn D B Tucker,
British Army Trg & Liaison Staff, Kenya;
Cpl P J West, Household Cavalry
Mounted Regt, Knightsbridge; Pte G J
Wheelhouse, BFPO 804.

MARCH 12, 1994

First prize (21 goals, £2,000): Col M J Blyth,
MoD D Pers (A).

4-way tie for 2nd prize (20 goals, £550.00
gach): WD1 A D Beckett, 1 (UK) Armd
Div HQ & Sig Regt, BFPQ 15; Sgt A Boyd,
4 Regt AAC, BFPO 41; SSgt R G
Corcoran, MCTC, Colchester; Cpl KM §

= L takes care to ensure that advertisements comply with the

Please mention AR T Y British Code of Advertising Practice, the acceptance of an
SOLDIER when other publications relating to Foot advertisement for publication does not endorse that product
replying to guards required. Book — “Colours of or service, and readers are advised that they should take
dverti t The G;ai:d§ Divisil?n“ byTI!)la‘gg;X adequate precautions before sending any money, or entering
adveriisements required. Private collector. Tel: 0022 |_into any legally binding agreement. s

SOLDIER accepts no responsibility for the accuracy of
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[ CROSS COUNTRY  BOXING FOOTBALL

In-form Kelly

leads the fiel

ARMY athletes produced top
class results for Combined
Services in the annual fixture
against the English Cross
Country Association and Civil
Service at Rushmoor Arena,
Aldershot, last month, writes
Peter Marsh.

Cpl Kelly Holmes, running
competitively for only the
second tme this winter,
proved she is well on the way to
regaining full fitness with an
excellent win in the women’s
race, finishing 23 seconds clear
of the first ECCA runner.

Former Northern Ireland
international W02 (QMSI)
Geoff Wade, now 35, ran an
inspired race to finish seventh
ahead of several members of
the English team.

And Sgt Bill Bailey account-
ed for all but one of a quality
field of veterans. His perfor-
mance strengthens his claim

for selection in the Home
Counties international later
this vear.

Four days later Army ath-
letes were again in action, this
time in the Inter-Corps cham-
pionships run over the
demanding Blackdown course.

Ten teams started the men’s
race which was won comfort-
ably by the Infantry, runners-
up last year. Five of their
scoring eight finished in the
first 20. Some distance behind
were the RL.C who managed to
hold off the APTC and RE
teams by a handful of points.

Individual honours went to
the Army’s up-and-coming
band of runners, LCpl Alan
Shepherd (AMS) making a
welcome return to winning
form ahead of Bdr Barry Stod-
dart (RA) and Cpl Paddy
Cairns (RE).

A disappointing 23 competi-
tors from just four teams start-
ed the women’s race, in which
Kelly Holmes did enough to
retain her 1993 title ahead of
AGC team-mates Cpl Sarah
Bradbury and SSgt Bertty
Gash. The AGC, pre-race
favourites, easily won the
championship ahead of the
R

Following his win in the
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First three: From left to right Bdr Barry Stoddart, who was second, winner LCpl Alan Shepherd and

third-placed Cpl Paddy Cairns after the Inter-Corps cross country championships. Shepherd finished
a superb 26th in the national championships at South Shields last month

Inter-Corps race, Alan Shep-
herd moved into pole position
in the cross country runner of
the year rankings, eight points
ahead of nearest rival Sgt Rod
Finch (who missed the race to
prepare for his European
indoor 3,000m in Paris). Stod-
dart and Cairns are third and
fourth.

Shepherd had a remarkable
run in the nationals at South
Shields, finishing 26th.

Sarah Bradbury has a slen-
der lead over Betty Gash in the
women’s list, ahead of Holmes
in third place.

The Army road relays at
Chattenden on March 30 have
been included in the series and
Maj Peter Lyons (Aldershot
Mil 3575) will accept entries
up to the day of the competi-
tion.

By winning the Major Units
race at the Army cross country
championships at Longmoor
in February, Hameln-based 28
Engr Regt became the first
sapper team ever to win the
solid silver Prince of Wales
Challenge Trophy.

Pictures: Mike Perring

|| SPORT |

Army assistant boxing coach Cpl Joe Rajcoomar on his way to

another Combined Services boxing title . . . and retirement

Picture: Mike F’em'ng

Everything to
play for in
Halton clash

The Army 3,

Royal Navy 0
A STRONG wind made ball-
control difficult in this Inter-
Services opener for the
Mercury Cup at the Military
Stadium, Aldershot, but even
so the Army’s three-goal win-
ning margin over the Royal
Navy was a little flattering,
writes Derrick Bly.

And with the Navy losing
3-0 to the Royal Air Force, the
Inter-Service title was being
decided by the final match
between the Army and the
RAF at Halton on March 23.

Against the Navy, the Army
went ahead after three minutes
with a slightly lucky goal. Cpl
Dave Maynard’s cross was half
cleared to Sgt Steve Bates,
whose lob deceived the Navy
’keeper and bounced high into
the net.

SSgt Nigel Wiscombe -
voted John Brown Investments
Man of the Match by former
England international Gary
Stevens — brought off the first
of a series of brilliant saves to

SEVEN Combined Services
titles and the best boxer award
(plus the Inter-Services team
trophy thrown in for good
measure) were a fair reflection
of the Army’s stranglehold on
the CSBA individual champi-
onships at Aldershot on March
4, writes John Elliott.

Coach Sgt Norman
Phillips’s  pre-championship
forecast of four titles proved
unduly cautious when veteran
Joe Rajcoomar and newcomer
LCpl Jason Gardner won
against the odds.

“Smoking” Joe rolled back
the years with a barnstorming
performance against the errati-
cally talented Mne Charlie
Baird, who had comprehen-
sively outboxed him on the
Army-Navy bill a month ago.
Rajcoomar, with three CS
titles plus Commonwealth

Games and Olympic appear-
ances under his belt, and has
been persuaded to retire ...
again. He will concentrate on
coaching.

Gardner, late of the Paisley
club, is one for the future. He
had time to spare in a points
win over AB Kevin Crumplin,
mixing thoughtful defence
with effective attack.

Army team captain LCpl
Chris Bessey, up a weight from
his 1993 ABA division, will be
grateful to Cpl Sean Pepperall
(RAF) for a lively workout.

The airman’s only realistic
chance of beating Bessey was
to knock him over, and how he
tried . . .

Normal transmission was
quickly restored, however,
with Bessey building an enor-
mous points advantage. His
performance - the matador

against the bull - earned
Bessey a £100 cheque from
Lonsdale of London for best
boxer.

With no entry from the other
Services, the middleweight
contest featured Army team-
mates Pte Sven Hamer and Pte
Paul Treslove.

A fierce contest ended pre-
maturely in the third round
when Treslove sustained a
mouth injury. Hamer, the
more aggressive, looked to be
ahead on points at the time.

Pte Mark Quirey nearly
caused the upset of the night
when he came within 20 sec—
onds of beating SAC John

Gosling, one of the hardest
punchers in the amateur game.
Massively behind on points —
and comprehensively out-
boxed — Gosling finally landed
a combination that left Query
dazed, wobbling and defence-
less.

Spr Danny Watts, a recent
recruit from London’s Lynn
Club, almost pulled off the
super heavyweight crown for
the Army. Big Mne Kevin
McCormack did just enough
to get a split decision but will
now concentrate on the Welsh
championships, allowing Watts
back into the ABA reckoning.

After two very close rounds,

@ FIVE soldiers and two airmen have reached the England ABA
semi-finals to be held in Gateshead on April 12. LCpl Jason Gard-
ner, Gdsm Kevin Short, LCpl Chris Bessey, Cpl Steve Burford and
Spr Danny Watts got through the England quarter-final match
between CSBA and Western Counties at Aldershot on March 17.

Report in next issue.

Welsh  Guardsman Kevin
Short raised his pace sufficient-
ly to win a close verdict against
SAC Andrew Henderson at
welterweight. And there was a
CS title for Fus Dale Duncan
at bantamweight, handsome
reward for a neat, mobile and
convincing win over SAC
Paddy Brolley of the RAF.

Results

Light flyweight — Cpl Darren Fox (RAF)
walk-over; fly — SAC Owen Spensley (RAF),
w-0;, bantam — Fus Dale Duncan (1 RRF) bt
SAC Paddy Brolley (RAF), pts u; feather —
Cpl Joe Rajcoomar (1 DERR) bt Mne Charlie
Baird (RN), pts m; light — Mne Kevin Brown
(RN), w-0; light welter — LCpl Jason Gardner
(89 Sy Coy) bt AB Kevin Crumplin (RN), pts m;
welter — Gdsm Kevin Short (WG) bt SAC A
Henderson, pts m; light middle — LCpl Chris
Bessey (27 Regt RLC) bt Cpl Sean Pepperall
(RAF), pts u; middle — Pte Sven Hamer (2
PWRR) bt Pte Paul Treslove (1 Para), rsc 3;
light heavy — SAC John Gosling (RAF) bt Pte
Mark Quirey (2 PWRR), rsc 3; heavy — Cpl
Steve Burford (REME), w-0; super heavy -
Mne Kevin McCormack (RN) bt Spr Danny
Watts (RE Trg Regt), pts m.

Special heavyweight - Dvr Billy Bessey
(27 Regt RLC) bt Mne Lee Terry, pts u.

deny the Navy, and SSgt Alan
Higgins put the Army two up
from the penalty spot after he
had been upended by POPT
Steve Riley.

The second half began with
Wiscombe again making a
superb save, while at the other
end of the field Sgt John Scott
was narrowly off target with a
30-yard drive.

Pte Pete Batey’s return to
the Army defence added height
at the back and restricted the
Navy to long-range efforts.

With time running out Sig
Paul Brown put the result
beyond doubt with a third goal
for the home side.

Gen Sir Peter Inge, then
Chief of the General Staff, pre-
sented the Mercury Cup to
SSgt Kevin Parkins, the Army
captain.

1 Cheshire 1,
28 Engr Regt 2

Despite the lottery of a
frozen Grenzland Stadium, the
sappers of 28 Engr Regt are on
course for a fifth successive
Army Cup victory. Their iron
grip on BAOR football contin-
ues, despite a searching exami-
nation by 1 Cheshire in the
BAOR Cup Final.

RLC chef Pte Ginge Holt (1
Cheshire) received the man of
the match award from former
Manchester United star Pat
Crerand, who is to arrange
trials for Holt and Pte Whittle
(28 Engr Regt) with Celtic
manager Lou Macari.

Quarter-finalists in the Army
Cup are 28 Engr Regt and
SEE, and SEME Bordon and 2
Sig Regt.

Infantry 4,
Army Air Corps 5
A heavy, slippery pitch made
this match something of a lot-
tery with defensive mistakes
galore. The AAC clinched it
two minutes from the end.
ATpr Ritchie Penfold scored
a first half hat-trick and ATpr
Craig Evans scored twice after
the break. Cpl Neal Roberts
(RWP), Pte Lee Bradbury
(PWRR), twice, and Kgn John
Fox (Kings) replied for the
Infantry.
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UOCKEY INDOOR ATHLETICS BOBSLEIGH SKIING

(I’HE ARMY Challenge Cup
Final at the Military Stadium,
Aldershot on April 13 will be
supported for the 11th con-
secutive year

sorship enjoyed by the Ser-
wce Since 1983 the company

by Wilsons
Hogg Robinson, probably the
longest-running sport spon-

Loyal to
the Cup

has ploughed more than
£30,000 into the Army’s pre-
mier domestic football compe-

tition. The Bill Wilson Memori-
al Trophy, awarded annually
to the man of the final, is
named after a founder member
of Wilsons Hogg Robinson.
This year's competition has
a new format which puts the
BAOR winners straight into
the semi-finals, ruling out the

need for a UK cup final.
Defending champions 28 Engr
Regt meet SEE in Germany
while SEME take on 2 Sig Regt
in the UK to decide the cup
finalists.

The competition started in
the autumn with 66 UK-based
teams and 33 from BAOR. )

Hockey JA'IV,

teams’
double
delight

VICTORIES over both the
Royal Air Force and the Royal
Navy gave the Army men’s
hockey team their fifth succes-
sive Inter-Services title.

Led this season by Capt
Simon Hazlitt (2 LI), it was
their ninth Services’ title in ten
years.

And to round off a memo-
rable tournament hosted by the
Navy at HMS Drake, Ply-
mouth, the Army women also
claimed Inter-Service honours.

The senior team got off to
the best possible start with a
2-1 win over the RAF, courtesy
of a brace of goals from man of
the tournament SSgt Ian Jen-
nings (APTC). The victory
also earned them the Royal
Bank of Scotland Quaiche.

They added the Wilkinson
Sword to their trophy cabinet
with a 2-1 win over the Navy
who also lost to the airmen by a
2-0 margin. It was fitting finale
for Army stalwart Maj Ian Jolly
(RA) in his last season.

PENALTY STROKES

The Army women kept their
nerve to beat the RAF, winning
5-4 on penalty strokes after the
sides had been deadlocked at
1-1 thanks to a late equaliser
from OCdt Ruth Pilkington.

Level after five penalties
each, the maich was effectively
decided by Cpl Pat Wilsher’s
fine save when the match went
to a sudden-death shoot-out.

A 3-0 win over the Navy
clinched the title after the Navy
women had beaten the RAF
2-1. Pilkington (2) and Cpl
Terry Bennett scored the goals
that beat the Navy and gave the
Army women their first out-
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Thank you, ma’am: winning jockey Lt Dominic
Alers-Hankey, Kings Royal Hussars, is presented
with the trophy by the Queen Mother after winning
the Horse and Hound Grand Military Gold Cup on
Quick Rapor. “It's an incredible feeling. Although

right championship since 1990
and only their fifth in the past
20 years.

It follows their first ever win
in the Inter-Services indoor

championships earlier this
winter.
The Navy took the Under 21

title on goal difference after
beating the RAF 3-0 and draw-
ing 1-1 with the Army. The
young soldiers also defeated
the RAF, 1-0. In the veterans
competition the Army drew
3-3 with the RAF and were
beaten 2-0 by the hosts.

Aldershot is due to host the
women’s inter-unit tourna-
ment on March 24-25, and the
men’s major and minor unit
finals on March 29-30. The
men’s major semi-finalists will
be BAOR v 7 Para RHA and
32 Regt RA v 14 Fd Regt RA,
and the minors 238 Sig Sqn v
AAC Chepstow and BAOR v
Depot R Irish.

Picture: Mike Weston

this is the third time | have entered the meeting, |
have never appeared in the winners’ enclosure
before,” he said. The Grand Military Gold Cup
meeting is held annually at Sandown Park,
Surrey. (Full report in the next issue).

Rod strikes Euro bronze




Airmen
shatch
honours
at Igls

WHILE the Army’s senior
bobbers were on duty for Great
Britain at the Lillehammer
Olympics, the annual Inter-
Service competition was taking
place at Igls, Austria.

The Army had held the title
for the past seven years, but
with GB stars Cpl Mark Tout
(RTR), Sgt George Farrell (R
Sigs), and Para trio Cpl Sean
Olsson, LCpl Eric Sekwalor
and LCpl Dean Ward on duty
in Norway, the Army faced stiff
competition from the newly
equipped RAF.

Four crews represented the
Army — Capt Colin Snowball
and Pte Nick Boyce (Para);
LCpl Bob Hinton (Para) and
Cpl Dave Pope (AAC); WO2
Peter Gunn (AAC) and Cpl
Alvin Walker (REME); and the
RAMC juniors Cpl Graham
Turner and Cpl Bob Talbot.

In the first lauf the Army fin-
ished second, third, fourth and
17th, with the RAF just .43sec
ahead. The airmen edged
slightly further in front on the
second run.

The pattern was much the
same on the third and fourth
laufs, with Harris of the RAF in
sparkling form. Last on the
course, he produced another
superb drive to give the trophy
to the RAF, and was mobbed
at the bottom by his jubilant
teammates, among them their
president, Air Chief Marshal

The Army bobsleigh team: left (top to bottom) Cpl Phil Green, Cpl

-

Bob Talbot, Pte Nick Boyce; (centre) LCpl Bob Hinton, WO2 Peter
Gunn, Capt Colin Snowball, Cpl Graham Turner; (right) Cpl Alvin
Walker, Cpl David Pope and WO2 Geoff Schunermann

Sir Sandy Wilson. The Army
were second and the Royal
Navy third.

A fortnight before the Inter-
Service meeting, the Army
championships were contested
by more credible competitors
than have been seen for some
time. In all, 15 two-bob teams
were entered by a wide range of
units including the QDG,
REME, R Signals, RAMC,
AAC, Para and RTR.

Colin Snowball, Bob Hinton
and SSgt Dave Bunce (REME)
returned to action, as did new
Para and AAC teams.

Snowball and Boyce led

after the first lauf, just three
tenths of a second ahead of
Turner and Talbot who had an
outstanding run in only their
second season in the sport.
Gunn (at one time in line for
the GB 3 ride at Lillehammer)
and Walker were third.
Although Turner and Talbot
pipped the leaders by .01sec on

‘the second lauf it wasn’t quite

enough to overtake them, so
the title went to Snowball and
Boyce, with Turner and Talbot
second and Gunn and Walker
third. The brakeman’s prize
was shared by Walker and
Talbot.

Moonrakers XV pushed into
touch with Dukes

THE DUKES have been
saying goodbye to their sport-
ing friends in style. Their rugby
team — known as the Moonrak-
ers — organised a five-match
farewell tour to Newbury,
Maidenhead, Swindon, Chip-
penham and Salisbury.

The 1st Battalion, The Duke
of Edinburgh’s Royal Regi-
ment (Berkshire and Wiltshire)
decided on the tour to coincide

with a series of farewell Free-
dom marches planned by the
regiment in the main county
towns of its traditional recruit-

ing areas.
Rugby tour and Freedom
parades were led by Maj

Farren Drury, the only Duke

to receive a full Army cap in the
history of the regiment. He
represented the Service
between 1986 and 1988.

The players also used the
tour to collect for SPIRE, the
RFU-backed Support Para-
plegics in Rugby Enterprise.

| SPORT |

Power

play
punishes
Police

The Army 49

Met Police 10
ON A fine afternoon at Imber
Court the Army were deter-
mined to play fast powerful
rugby — and in phases did. The
initial sparring between the
packs ended early on after the
big Army forwards Dahinton
(7 RHA), Curtis (2 Sig Regr)
and Newsham (22 Regt RA)
lead powerful charges straight
towards the Police line, writes
Roger Thompson.

The Army dominated the
scrums while at the lines-out Lt
Andy Newsham added a
degree of athleticism to Dahin-
ton’s bulk, rising without the
aid of props, to the point where
in—flight refreshments might
have been considered.

Behind a surging pack Den-
wood and the well preserved
Commander, the 7 RHA half
backs, had an excellent game.
They were always prepared to
run good ball to wings Bartliff
and Fenn, who both scored
classic tries.

In the centre Bramble (7
RHA), in only his second full
game for the Army this season,
provided the sledgehammer
alongside Glasgow’s rapier.
Bramble is a big man for a
centre, well able to stay on his
feet against good tackling and
dismissive of anything less.

From outside the Police 22,
he scored an excellent individ-
ual try following stirling work
by the pack, with Gareth James
(2 Sig Regt) handling a
number of times in the same
flowing movement. James had
by far his best game of the year
linking, tackling and securing
the loose ball before the heavy
mob from 7 RHA thundered
over the top. This once more
set Denwood on his way.

At full back Bowling was
cool under the high ball in the
sun and safe with his touch
kicking. As confidence grew in
this new position, his game
expanded and, bursting
between the centres, he ran
fully 80m to score a fine try
near the posts.
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Extreme conditions tax the plant section
of 69 Gurkha Field Squadron RE as it
cuts a track through the Aberdare
National Park in Kenya during Exercise
Oakapple 4. Story and pictures in Pages
24-27.

Picture: Mike Perring






