






























TO PLYMOUTH BND BBCK 
IN 3 MINUTES-IN 1806! 

1 x 1 :  b * I  
It‘s imposaiblh to fight a war at the 
pardysiag ead of aa electric telegraph 
cable, mid aa angry French geaeral 

CROSS a ICI atatteridq a h.rtor-towed ptomgi~ 
a crm d tm men bysable h 6be -at tbe rate d % v e  
n Y a a  day. Il is oaed UIC q-todate show&cea dtbe 

Jwt a hundred yearn ago, the Ant soldiers to lay cable for the 
electric telwaph in the field were 
trying out the s ~ m e  idea in the longest submarine cable-340 
Crimea. The plan was to attach miles-acrm the Black Sea to 
a drum of wire to a plough, pass link the AUied force with Europc. 
the end of the wire tbrough the It was worked by men of the 
hollow shnre and thus deposit it Royal Artillery. 
at the bottom of the furrow. But Over this cable came IMsspgCS 
the plough waa too light to make from Europe to plague the British 
an imprasiOn on ths ground. and French staffs and muliiply 
As a result, of the first their paper-work. London used 

tdaonph +cbmmt of the thenewinventiontoenquireifit 
Royal Sappers and Miners was true that a Captain Jarvis 
(shortly to be the uncommir- had ban bitten by a centipede. 
s m e d  ranks of the Royal Paris tried to run the French 
Engineers) had to dig trenches commander’s campaign by wire. 
into wbich to bed their Win. In An exasprated French geoeral 
nine days tbey bad laid the first exelainwi that it was “impossible 
W takgraph line, three mile0 to w r y  on at the paralysing end 
l o y ,  and by the end of the cam- of an electric cable.“ 

thercwore21milcaofli ,  By modern standards, the 
wit nght stations,,linking the stations were not hard-worked. 

That at Lord Raglan’s head- base and the trenches. 
It was not a very reliable sys- quarters averaged IS incoming 

tcm. The gutta-percha covering and 13 outgoing messages a day; 
of the wire was oftm defective. one forward station aver.@ a 
It also made good pipstems and single message daily. The opcr- 
soldiers were apt to cut lengths ators-of whom only one had 
of wire to usc the W V C K ~ ~ ~  for previously seen a telegra b in 
this purpose. The line waa broken stnunent -were very &cieni 
from time to time by b~imdhg and two who could transmit at 
6K-pound R h  caMon-balls l6i  words a minute were con- 
and by troops digging for fuel or sickrably faster than the best 
d i e  of horse &al. Once a operator to be found in London. 
ncBt of field-mice was built round Yet civilian m a t o r s  were sent 

””$ ‘ 

LTROUGH by’rvkDs mea. L .ab rdl 
U 0rP.ld U=& tbe Mtll Army h s p d  pbfdth 
i m t b e l a c l r q a k n s k c t  A Much -uty had been expended on signalling 

ideas. The had a water tshsrpph in which wexe 
idonti6cd by the amount of 
water allowed to flow out of a 011th. 
vsslclbytakingouttheblplp Only U) minutes the 
atoneband-waveand uttmg “ M w s n ~  cnded” sign .was 
it M in at the .woJ ~ i r ?  king given from Plymouth, 
and dys also played h r  the message was be&nii to 
putr come in to the Admiralty 200 

milca away. The one-o’clock 
Braphwaxsetu m F r u r a r n  time signal wuld be sent 
1793 and t h e - P d l O d K  YCnr and acknowledged in three 
the Reverend JohD Gamble, minutes. 
chaplaintotheDukeofYort when N a p o h  lay in 
andchaplain-Genaaltotbe Elba, ths A M t y  dis- 
Foraq detsrmrmd 

Military telypaphy dwindled -w-. 
woduced a wrtial it adopted the semaphore 

i n l ~ c ~ ~ d l ~ $ ~  ckctrie after the cr-, but, as frame holding live shutters method and this lasted una 
which could open and close 1847, w h  the e l d c  t&. tel.srp~h h.d a contrmP0u.n wrots, “tbc e h -  
WParatelY, giving 31 ch0ng.S. grapb took its place. practid in-t?or nearly tric nuid waa pressed into we** 
This idea he offered to the The M tclegnph & myears WhathsCrimanwar for the Aby*Pinian campaign of 
Admiralty but, by concidena, W d d ,  of CO-, en beSan. a civilian firm. under 1867, and Royal Engineers dh- 
another clerwman. Lord weather and for as many as Royal E0gin-S supmiaion, cers were helping to develop 
Geargc MVay,,-e up, at 133 days in the year the Ad- laid what was then the world’s civilian telegraph systems. 
the same t m  wth a S u n ~ I a r  miraltv’s Plvmouth line waa 

Portsmouth b e  to PI 

The first mod? visual 

‘ to build I) mpntled its t e b a p h  ’ tbc lh and the mother pawed out from B r i h  to take Over 

but - woI broLe out thrOUgh the W k .  But tClesraphy horn the Soldiers. 

system which had six shutters, 
giving 63 changca The Admir- 
alty c h  the lam. 

In 1795, the fint six-shutter 
telegraph line was opa~ed, 
between Dover and DcaL It 
had IS stations, each quipped 
with an eightguinea clock and 
two 12-gUhcP telescopeS A 
line to Patsmouth followed. 

The undismayed Gamble 
p r o d u d  a new telegra 
involving a post wiPiE 
arms on a common centre at 
the top, but the Admiralty 
was sat.t*fied with its shutters. 
The Army, after a demonstra- 
tion on the towcr of a Wool- 
wicb church, c o m m i s i d  
Gamble to make 12 portable 
stations, with which he set up 
a temporary line from LUI- 
don to W m k  in 1798. 

It, 1806 the Admiralty built 
a 22-station branch Prom its 

~ ~ ~ ~ , ~ ~ , ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  ~~ 

Gable to function from 
cauw officially listed as 
smoke, state of the atmw 
sphere and vapour rising Prom 
the lake in St. James’s Park. 
When London had its early- 
Victorian equivalent of smog, 
horsemen would gallop the 
measages from Whitehall to 
Chelsea, or s t a t i o ~  even far- 
ther .&Id, in the h o p  that 
they could be sent on through 
dear country air. Today’s 
Ordnance maps still bear a 
number of “‘Telegraph Hills.” 

One attempt was madc to 
commercialise the visupl tek- 
graph. A Mr. Watson bought 
a disused Admiralty line from 
London. to the Downs Soon, 
however, his London .station 
(on top of a shot tower on the 
south of London Bridge) was 
burned down. It was never 
rebuilt. W q n  hen.” 

! 

wards Kumasi, a detachment 
erected a 55-mile line through 
almost inpenetrable bush, cutting 
the poles locally. It discovered 
that the local carriers disliked the 
LOO-pound coils of wire, which 
made inconvenient head-loads; 
these men were timid and 
deserted at the sight of old bullet- 
holes in tree-trunks or after being 
knocked down by lightning 
shocks while handling the wire. 

k f i m  eh*+ time on, the tele- 

Tkn amgie-neee61e teie#ropn was 
the fint kind used by the Army. 

It was not until 1870 that the 
Royal Engineers went into elec- 
tric telegraphy in a big way. The 
Post Office had just taken over 
the civil telegraph system from 
private companies and instituted 
the shilling telegram. There was 
such a rush of business that the 
civilian statf could not cope. 

Seeing an opportunity for good 
training, the Royal Engineers 
offered to help and soon the first 
Sappers were at work on the lines 
and in the telegraph offices. They 
stayed on the job until 1909. The 
public found the sight of uni- 
formed soldiers working on the 
lines entertaining and the soldiers 
found the crowds of spectators 
embarrassing. That was in the 
days before the little tents which 
now ,@e Pwt Office linesmen 
privacy on the pavements. 

In the year the Sappers went 
to the Post Office they also added 
a telegraph troop to their field 
train. In time, this troop was to 
be amalgamated with the Post 
Ofice companies to form the 
Telegraph Battalion, direct an- 
cestor of the Royal Corps of 
Signals. 

The new troop was tested in 
the Ashanti campaign of 1873-4. 
As the expedition advanced to- 

- .-... ...-. 
graphists went wherever British 
troops fought. In  an expedition 
to the Eastern Sudan in 1885, 
telegraphists left their instru- 
ment to help defend their camp. 
A wave of attackers penetrated 
the zurebas (palisades) and the 
instrument was trampled on and 
damaged; but the men fitted 
another one. The oflicer in 
charge of the telegraphists offered 
his back as a desk while the 
commander of the expedition 
wrote a dispatch, transmission of 
which was interrupted when the 
telegraphist stopped work to belp 
repel furtber attacks. 

During the Sudan campaign of 
1884, the Hadendowas (better 
known as the Fuzzy Wuzzies) 
held the idea that the telegraph 
was an instrument of oppression. 
to be destroyed wherever poss- 
ible. They cut wires and if they 
caught native linesmen, they 
would sometimes tie the men to 
the poles and burn them. At 
other times they would put the 
ends of the wires in the lines- 
men’s ears, hoping thus to make 
the men talk like the telegraph. 

The line back to Egypt, linked 
with the Egyptian telegraph, 
carried thousands of private mes- 
sages, many in Arabic, a task 
made more arduous for the 
operators by the Mudir of Dou- 
gola who preceded every one of 
his messages with a chapter from 
the Koran. Private messages, in 
this and other campaigns, were 
charged for. and enabled the 
Armv telesnph service to help , ---- -- - . ~~ ~~. 
pay for its keep. 

The first victory telegram from 

the field of battle was sent by 
Lord Wolseley to Queen Victoria 
after Tel-el-Kehir in 1882. 

The telegraph troop sent a 
second detachment, only 32 
strong, to the Ashanti for the 
campaign of 1895-6, and once 
more the men struggled against 
forest and fever to lay a line to 
Kumasi. They ran out of cable, 
but the situation was saved by 
the discovery of some coils 
dumped by the 1873 expedition. 
The climax of the campaign is 
described thus in a Royal Signals 
history: 

“(King) Prempeh is seated on 
his throne in the sacrificial grove 
at Kumasi, his capital, sur- 
rounded by his nobles and slaves. 
Suddenly three wocn men march 
across the grove, erect a tele- 
graph pole with a blue and white 
flag on it, and send a message to 
Queen Victoria that Kumasi is 
captured. The Signal detachment 
had arrived at Kumasi ahead of 
the fighting troops.” 

King Prempehs throne is now 
in the Royal Signals officers’ 
mess at Catterick. 

In the South African War, 
battlefield communication as it 
is now known had its birth in a 
force commanded by General 

Sir John French. The general 
directed the movements of bodies 
of troops far to his flank, and 
even controlled artillery fire, by 
telegraph. It was considered a 
daring experiment, and it was 
highly successful. 

The telephone was now catch- 
ing up the telegraph, though not 
without set-backs. Stati officers 
refused to use this instrument 
themselves and insisted that tele- 
phone attendants should be 
detailed to write down messass. 
This method was operated, with 
exceptions, until 1907 when 
some Lancashire Volunteers 
were taken over to Ireland to 
man telephones for an exercise. 
Their accents were such that it 
was difficult for them to make 
themselves understood by the 
Regular soldiers on the other end 
of the line. There was a partial 
breakdown of communications, 
and the system was overhauled. 

By World War One, wireless 
was shakily taking its place 
alongside the telegraph and tele- 
phone, but the telegraph still had 
a principal part to play. It was 
not until mid-way between the 
two World Wars that the old 
Morse telegraph at Last began t o  
give way to today’s teleprinter. 
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SOLDIER * HUMOUR 

I '  c 

."Why can't you be like other men, a d  brhq y 1 + r  

"Just tbink, they y#nt more than a 
million yaon leorning to walk upright!" 

"I c m  up the ha$ 
way-through the ranks. 
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h i o r  (now Lkutonant-Ceiomd) ?. Wel(on 
ond “Kiibarry“ on p r o d e  with Ih. King‘s 

ob, R o y d  H e m  Artiil.ry in Hyde Park. 

. .  

Army’s HORSEMAN ’OF 
YEAR 

Hylr 

go Y - A Gunner officer who was a priwner-of-war in Colditz Castle had made 
a big name for himself- with the talented assistance of rrKilbarry” 

Lienternant-Colonel 

‘‘Forkphp wba w a  *I I A 

I I 

I 

htk- T L L y a r i t L r  
bemLba&mat~ahllKlR.ak w* and ”yilBun.” 

The new team arc record- 
breakers in a wider field of 
equestrian sport than show 
jumping. Th.y compete in com- 
bined trials, which “U not only 
for skill at jum but at 
steeplechasing a n d 3 - F  (a 
test of obedieacc and carrmge). 

Together, this year, Licutcn- 
ant-Colonel Frank Weldon and 
“Kilbnrry” have won the Euro- 
pun T h m D a y  Trials indivi- 
dual Cha** and every 
othcr combined trials event they 
have enter& record never 
before achieved. 
For thr# y u r s  they have bwn 

in the winni British team in the 
European %ampionships and 
now, for the x c w d  year run- 
ning - another record - have 
been awarded the British H o ~ e  
Society’s Horseman and Hone 
of the Year trophies. Next year 
they are competing with the 
British team in the Olympic 
Games. Already Lieutcnant- 
Colonel Weldon has been a p  
pointed captain of the teun. 

It was in 1951 that Lieutcnaot- 
Colonel Weldon, then command- 
FAGE 22 

ing the King’s Troop, Royal 
Horse Artillery, bought “Kil- 
barry” from a Nottinghamshire 
fanner as his own personal 
charger instead of an Army 
issue horse. He planned to use 
him off parade as a racehorse, 
but later, in an ctfort to whip up 
intenst in riding among the 
young o t l k r s  of the Kw’s 
Troop, he d c c i i  to conccn- 
trate on combined trials. 

“Kilbnrry“ roved more than 
equal to the L a n d  and in his 
spare time from 088Cinl parades 

was soon winning onc-day events 
and steeplechases. 

Lieutenant J Colonel Wcldon 
began riding when a boy and 
bought his first horse 20 years 
ago to celebrate his commission 
in the Royal Artillery. It cost 
him fSO but proved a valuable 
investment, winning several 
point-to-point races in York- 
shire. In 1939 Lieutenant Wel- 
don went to France with the 
Ro al Horse Artillery in a tank 
an lwas  destined not to see a 
horse for tbe next five gears. He 
was captured at St. Valery and 
spent the rest of the war in prison 
camp. Three times he escaped- 
once reaching the Swiss border 
before being reeaptured-and in 
I943 was sent to Colditz Castle 
as an incorrigible. His many at- 
tempts to get away from Colditz 
w e r c u n s m u l .  
In 1949 he was appointed to 

command the King’s Troop, 
Royal Hone Artillery, an ap- 
pointment he held for five years. 
It WM he who had the idea of 
recruiting apprentice jockeys 
into the King‘s Troop as 
National Servicemen (SOL- 
DIER, March 1955). 

‘‘Kilbnrry,” a nine-year-old 
Irish hunter, has seen a m a r  
deal of service with the Amy. 
He has led the King’s Troop on 
most ceremonial parades, at 
tournaments and military die  . ’ 
plays all over the country. He 
was to have been ridden at the 
Coronation but a few days earlier ’ .A 
Lieutenant - Colonel 
broke a bone in his nedr in a 

.. !.  
wiser to ride a less spirited ‘i 

mount. “Kilbarry” took part in 
all the rehearsals. 

“He is the ideal horse forcom- 
bind trials:’ says his oher- 
rider. “A brilliant hunter, a fine 
jumper and a lively but obedient 
horse. There is not another quite 
lie him in the country.” 

horses which have ben  invited 
into the television studios of the 

cess at Windsor, he was taken 
by his owner to Live Grove and 
sent up in a lift. “He gave a much 
bener performance than wy, 
human actors I could mention. 
says Lieutenant-Colonel Weldon. 

Weldon . 7 ‘ 1  ; 

steeplechase f a ,  and thou@ it 

“Kilbarry” is one of .two.’ 

BBC. Lapt YM, atter his 8 u ~ -  . 

E J. GROVE 
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