


CHRISTMAS
{  FARE

Christmas-time, the sea-
son of rejoicing, is trad-
itionally celebrated
around the party table.
Wherever these festiv-
ities may be held, their
success will depend upon .
- 1 . h q ; the fare provided. Make |
; 1 ~ 3 ) b sure that your table is
; ! : bountifully laid with the
\ 4 best of good things by
L i ’ t 3 ordering your supplies
: ; ] 3 from Naafi, Wherever
-3& 3 7 ; i ; i you may be, Naafi has
f ’ . ; F . ‘ £ available a splendid var-
: 2 iety of Christmas Fare,
of an exciting excellence.
Be in good time—place

= 3 : ; e ; b i ¢ \ your order with Naafi
; : S i e 2 3 b today.

NAAFL

The official canteen organisation
for H.M. Forces, imperial Court,
Kennington, Londen, S.E.11

R et e i s

%@EEIEIEIEEIEIEEEIEEIEIEIEIEEIEEIEIEIEIEIEIE%J

- On Sixpence

Sixpence—the cost of contentment—a coin of
infinite importance. Inthe words of Mr. Micawber: g
“Annual income twenty pounds, annual expendi-
ture nineteen nineteen six, result happiness.
Annual income twenty pounds, annual expendi-
ture twenty pounds ought and six, result misery.”

We invite you to open a deposit account with
us with those vir.a-l sixpences, which mean not
only happiness, but also security. You can do so
with forty sixpences, and you will find in adding

to them a sense of pride and satisfaction. We add

R A &
Whatever the pleasure-
Player’s complete it

interest to those growing savings, and you can

leave them safely in our care.

National Provincial
Bank Limited
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Join the
METROPOLITAN
POLICE

and get on !

If you hdve not done your
National Service and wish to
make the Police your career,
you can apply to become a
Senior Cadet on registering
under the National Service
Acts. Pay for Senior Cadets is
£4 8s. 2d. weekly, plus
certain allowances. At 19
you become a Constable on
full pay.

A JOB
WITH A
FUTURE

£445 A YEAR

plus £20 London Allow-
ance from the day you
start training. Rent-free
accommodation or a
generous Rent Allowance.

London’s Police offers you a career of interest

and variety with good prospects. Highest ranks,

with salaries of £2,000 upwards, are open to all.

Pension of half-pay after 25 years or two-thirds

after 30 years. Excellent opportunities for sport.
If you are between age 19 and 30, 5 ft. 8 ins.

or over and in good health, write today for

interview. Return fare to London refunded.

i— —~— POST THIS COUPON TODAY! —— =
l To: Dept. 1638, Scotland Yard, S.W.I. |
I Please send illustrated booklet which tells me all I
' about the Metropolitan Police. I
| MName |
I Address I
I I
L e |

Age limits

A FREE

PASSAGE
to

NEW ZEALAND'!

A well paid job!!
An assured future!!!

Every year the New Zealand Army
selectsfrom suitable applicants men and
women with past service in Her
Majesty’s Forces for entry into the New
Zealand Army. There are many interes-
ting jobs, pensionable and well paid.

MEN (married or single) 21- 35

WOMEN (single)

21-35

Write for a list of vacancies giving age,

qualifications and details of experience to :—

NEW ZEALAND

(Dept. 52) John Adam Street, Adelphi, London, W.C.2 g

If you asked

they’d tell you the one
Christmas present

any man would like isa

PHILIPS PHILISHIAWE
the dry shaver with gﬁxng Actizon, :

Because the ‘Philishave’s’
blades rotate they smoothly
shave every hair, whichever
way it’s growing, And
because the skin is gently
stretched at the same time,
they do it actually at
skin-level, So make sure
someone gives you a
‘Philishave’ this Christmas —
for years and years of
closer shaving in comfort!

(tax paid) with case
FOR AC & DC MAINS

(1.4,

-

Philips Electrical Ltd . Century House . Shaftesbury Ave . London . WC2
(Ps625A)
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There's a day in a man’s life
when he realizes that he’s wearing a much
better suit than he used to, and ordering a far more expensive
dinner. Then perhaps it comes to him as a shock that
for the sake of a few pennies he might be smoking

the best cigarettes in the world.

4/= ror 20
alsoin 10 « 25+ 50 - 100

(including round
air-tight tins of 50)

BY APPOINTMENT
TO HER MAJISTY THE QUEEN
State (hpRgss
CIGARETTE MAMUFACTURERS.
ARDATH TOBMED €O, LTD,

SQTATE €XKPRESS

, Best Z///({?(/Aﬂd ve thoe V)

THE —HMOUSE: OF STATE@[)R_ESS T P SR A R 0N DO W)
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Canal Zone and Libya, 4 piastres; Cyprus, 7 piastres; Malaya, 30 cents; Hong-Kong, 60 cents; East Africa, 75 cents; West Africa, 9d.

THIS IS NOT NEWS, BUT—

HERE'’S no need to name the unit or the

individual involved, but it seems worth

mentioning that the champion recruit at

a recent passing-out ceremony was a
youth who arrived at the depot wearing “Teddy
Boy” clothes.

Nobody at the parade looked more pleased
than his parents.

Don't get the idea that he is the only one of
that much-talked-about fraternity to make a
good soldier. It’s only bad soldiers who make
news.

“Teddy Boys" are not mentioned as such in
that recent report on the Services by a working
party appointed by King George’s Jubilee Trust.
This report says that the predominant failing in

recruits is lack of self-
confidence. A button-
pressing generation has
not learned to fend for

SO LD'ER itself; it cannot read

maps, travel by com-

to SOLDIER pass or stars, bivouac,

cook, swim, life-save,

render first-aid or

handle a boat, all of

which activities build

self-confidence. (The report might have men-

tioned that many soldiers cannot even find their

way about the London Underground). Yet this

same generation, says the report, has enough

self-confidence to demand its “rights,” though it

seems less concerned with its duties—to com-
rades and country. That’s the accusation.

If it is true, no wonder discipline comes as a
shock to many. Yet, at the end of their service,
some soldiers say discipline is not strict enough.
It’s wonderful how ideas can change in two
years—or even two months.

This Territorial has just
jumped into Denmark., What
next for the part-time Army?

HE Prime Minister’s promise of a rise
in pay to be announced in the New Year
ought to make this a cheerful Christmas
for Regulars.

Whether more money will bring in the much-
needed recruits remains to be seen. The risk of
paying high wages to soldiers is that you may
attract men who do not feel equal to the struggle
of civil life, and who hope to find a quiet niche
in a charitable organisation. The Army must
show no charity to such. At the moment there
are plenty of quiet niches in civil life where
the unambitious find shelter. Let them stay
there. :

What a real soldier wants is not extravagant
pay, or a scarlet uniform, or two fat steaks a

- day, but a chance of useful, honourable and pre-
ferably spirited employment in the Sovereign’s
service, wherever that may lead him. Obviously,
he needs enough pay to fortify his self-respect;
but his self-respect also demands an Army
which makes the maximum use of his talents.
It must be a machine in which every cog con-
tributes to the general momentum, and no wheels
spin idly.

The promised rise will have one certain result:
it will make Parliament and Press keener than

ever to ensure that the soldier is
earning his keep. m




HE soldier whose picture
appears on page 5 sym-
bolises one of the Army’s
current problems.

He is a Territorial soldier who
has just parachuted into a
Danish field to take part in a
NATO exercise.

It is an unusual role for a
Territorial, but the Special Air
Service is an unusual unit.

Now  the whole Territorial
Army, of which this soldier is a
vigorous member, is in the melt-
ing pot. Units are once again
speculating on their future.

Territorials have weathered
many shocks since the war
ended. One of the biggest was
the decision to wind up Anti-
Aircraft Command. Before the
last survivors could be found
employment, came the Prime
Minister’s announcement:

“The conception of reserve
forces waiting to take part in
large-scale conventional warfare
is, in our judgment, out of date.
In the event of a nuclear war the
primary role of the Reserve
Army would be to help to main-
tain the life of the nation and to
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HE LOOKS THE PART

Take a soldicr, dress him in a 200-year-old hat and wig, and g
he may or moy not look the port. This one does. He oppeared at
the bi-centenary parade of the 2nd Battalion, the King's Royal
Rifle Corps in Germony. Right: An officer in 1850 uniform.

SOLDIER to Soldier continued

deal with raids and sabotage.”

So new types of training and
organisation are to be introduced,
and there will be a full-time
Commander - in - Chief, Home
Forces.

Commenting on this, The
Times said: “The introduction of
the hydrogen bomb has willy-
nilly made the Territorial Army
a home defence force, and it is to
be hoped that the Army will now
scrap its annual follies on Salis-
bury Plain in the form of TA
divisional exercises, except for
the two divisions earmarked for
the North Atlantic Treaty
Organisation.”

A bit hard, that! It nettled the
Territorials, as did the sentence:
“The Army's splendid loyalty to
its Territorials has been unrealis-
tic.” An honorary colonel wrote
in to hint that The Times had got
it the wrong way round.

You have to be hard-skinned
to be a Territorial—just as you
had to be hard-skinned to be a
Volunteer or a Militiaman

As in all times of change,
strange rumours recently began
to fly. One of them was that the

1

Photographs: Sergeant F. Preston.

Territorial Army was to be writ-
ten off. But the Minister of
Defence quickly scotched that
one. The reserve forces, he said,
will be responsible for provid-
ing: two divisions for NATO;
staffs for the control and report-
ing system of the Royal Air
Force; the Mobile Defence
Corps; fire-fighters; and certain
specialists who cannot be re-
cruited in sufficient numbers on
a regular basis. The Territorial
Army will still have Divisions
based on Counties, and volun-
teers will constitute its backbone.
Its role will be to’ maintain
“An organised society” in these
islands.

He did not mention Territorial
airborne troops. Let’s hope there
will still be a chance for adven-
turous part-time soldiers to go
parachuting on the Continent.

N the good old days, generals
served with equal zeal on
land or sea.

George Monk, Duke of
Albemarle, would take a tempor-
ary farewell of his Horse and
Foot and step aboard a flagship
to direct a sea battle against the
Dutch. The master of the vessel
would interpret as best he could
the Duke’s orders to ‘“charge” or

“wheel to the right.”” What the
master privately thought of the
generals-at-sea is' not hard to
imagine.

Gradually the Navy ousted
the presumptuous redcoats from
its quarter-deck and has kept
them off it ever since. In World
War Two it had its belated
revenge when an admiral com-
manded the Army in Burma.

Lord Mountbatten, who had
that privilege, was described by
Sir Winston Churchill as “triphi-
bious”—he was admiral, general
and air marshal simultaneously.

The “triphibious” senior offi-
cer is clearly what Field-Marshal
Viscount Montgomery wants to
breed. One day, he says, there
may have to be one single fight-
ing service (and Marshal of the
Royal Air Force Sir Arthur
Harris has said the same thing).
But already, says the Field-
Marshal, we need a new type
of commander, trained to be
completely inter-Service —in a
sense, neutral — from his early
days.

Field-Marshal Montgomery’s
concern is to “emancipate” the
Royal Air Force. He sees it as
the decisive weapon of war, not
as a useful asset to an Army or
a Navy. Yet it cannot win a war

R——



by itself. So he wants the Ser-
vices to cut out their jealousies,
their tendencies to empire-build-
ing, their habit of viewing them-
selves as self-contained fighting
forces. In other words, they
should be locked together to
make a powerful unity instead of
a jealous trinity. A really power-
ful Minister of Defence, he
thinks, is the first requisite: a man
who can eliminate rivalries and
wastage. To this end the Minister
has just been given a right-hand
man in Marshal of the Royal Air
Force Sir William Dickson, who
is to be chairman of the Chiefs
of Staff Committee. (The Navy
must derive what consolation it
can from the fact that this dis-
tinguished airman has a family
link with Nelson.

Field - Marshal Montgomery
was thinking primarily of the
“teeth”—but what of the “tail”?

_Every intelligent soldier sitting
in a NAAFI must have won-
dered why only NAAFI has suc-
ceeded in being completely inter-
Service: He looks out of the win-
dow and sees the garrison
cinema. Why, he may ask, must
each service make its own ar-
rangements to distribute films?

Then, thinking a bit harder, he
may wonder why there are not
inter-Service organisations to
provide chaplains, education
officers, medical officers, dental
officers, physical training instruc-
tors and so on.

And after that he may wonder
why there are not inter-Service
schools to train radar and radio
operators, teleprinter operators,
cooks, clerks, motor drivers. He
assumes there are technical rea-
sons why these mergers cannot
be effected. An ‘“awkward”
Minister of Defence may be un-
willing to assume anything of the
sort; then the fur will begin to fiy.

OW good is the Army’s
driving?
Twenty-six units of
the Royal Army Ser-
vice Corps took part in a safe
driving competition for a year.
One unit, 59 Company, Sedge-
field (Northern Command), log-
ged 56,463 miles per accident.
Next best was 22 Company,
Taunton (Southern Command),
with 47,769 miles per accident.
The average of all 26 units was
one accident per 13,130 miles.
In 18,119,499 miles there were
1380 accidents, of which three
were fatal, 74 involved injury
and 310 were not the drivers’
fault.

It is hard to find comparable
statistics in civil life, since the
Army counts as an accident what
others would overlook. The fact
that 993 accidents out of 1380
involved no injuries suggests that
the Army was counting a good
many minor scrapes. The Royal
Society for the Prevention of
Accidents say that three com-
mercial firms, using similar
vehicles to the Army, averaged
one accident in 20,000 miles. The
records of the two leading Royal
Army Service Corps companies,
say the Society, are definitely
very good.
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CYPRUS

N Cyprus, the battle of sticks and stones goes on

—with interludes of bombs and bullets,

It is an odd sensation for British troops to find
themselves parading with staves and “dustbin lids”
for use against rioters. Odd, too, after all these
years to be wearing respirators on operations, as
protection against their own tear gas.

Another unusual experience has been the enforc-

cars and népage.lo s h d- .
ing after a recent shooting incident.

CAMERA

ing in some areas of a daylight curfew, which means
patrolling in bright sunlight a town as apparently
dead as one of those Wild West townships where
the population have gone indoors while the gunmen
shoot it out. But the soldier takes all these assign-
ments in his stride.

more pictures overleaf mmm)

r
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The sun is bright in Famagusta, but the town is under curfew. This young Cypriot will have
some explaining to do. Right: Men of the South Staffordshires with sticks and “dustbin lids.”

wne. CYPRUS CAMERA 22

Below, left: Gilbert Harding's double? This Turk |
with his “hubbly-bubbly’’ has caught the eye of
L/Cpl Joan Poulain, WRAC. Right: A Marine
is hauled from a well he has been searching.




The Serviceman who begins to “act queer” is a familiar character in films. In this scene from “The Hasty Heart”
Richard Todd (‘| want to be alone’) is mocked by his comrades, but befriended by o nursing sister (Patricia Neal).

HO IS THE HAPPY WARRIOR?

Wordsworth asked the question, and replied to it at great
length. The Army’s psychiatrists have their own answer

tions of Deolali used to suffer from what was called “Doolally

N India, soldiers who had too long endured the heat and frustra-
Tap."

On the Western Front, in World War One, men became
victims of “shell shock.” In World War Tweo they might become

“sand happy,” “jungle happy” or
“bomb happy.” Or they went
“round the bend.”

What happened to these un-
fortunates the ordinary soldier
never quite knew. He surmised
that they fell into the hands of
“trick cyclists,” of whom he en-
tertained the darkest doubts.

Many popular hallucinations
about “trick cyclists” in the
Army have been exploded, but
the real story of Army psychi-
atry, as practised today, is little
known. Recovery of men from
“round the bend” is only one
aspect of it; the psychiatrist in
uniform tries to intercept the sol-
dier before he pgets anywhere
near the bend.

Who is the happy warrior? To
the psychiatrist, he is simply the
man who is mentally healthy,
whose morale and self-respect
are strong.

Since the war ended, the mili-
tary psychiatrist has assumed an
increasing responsibility in mak-
ing the Army an efficient and re-
liable fighting machine.

In the process, he is conduct-
ing one of the largest and most

important field experiments in
social medicine ever carried out
in the Commonwealth. That is,
he is attempting on a vast scale
to predict the behaviour of
individuals differing widely in
intelligence, character and tem-
perament in controlled condi-
tions. Mass observations like
this could only be carried out in
civil life with small numbers of
subjects and under great prac-
tical difficulties.

The psychiatrist may be called
in at the initial stage of a soldier’s
career if the Personnel Selection
Officer (who has been trained on
psychiatrical lines) has doubts
about the recruit’s intelligence
and abilities. He must judge
whether the man should be re-
jected as too dull to profit by
military training, or too emo-
tional to stand a soldier’s life,
or whether he should be used
in some special or restricted
employment.

Thus, on the psychiatrist’s
ability to pick out good soldier
material and recognise human
flaws depends; eventually, the

morale and fighting efficiency of
the Army. Nobody is immune to
nervous breakdown, if the strain
is heavy and prolonged enough.
It is the duty of the psychiatrist,
in war and peace, to recognise
the warning signs and prevent
a soldier cracking up at what
could be a critical moment.

The modern Army psychiatrist
prefers to get out into the field,
to see at first hand the conditions
in which troops are living, to
sample the morale of units, to
prevent by all legitimate means
at his disposal the onset of psy-
chiatric illness. This involves
close liaison with medical and
non-medical officers, to whom
he lectures on the recognition of
emotional disturbances.

Before 1939 the Army had few
psychiatrists. In the early days
of World War Two many of the
hospital psychiatrists who en-

-tered the Army were unworldly

and unmilitary types whose pre-
sence did nothing to dispel the
popular prejudices against “trick
cyclists.” But when Brigadier
J. R. Rees was appointed Direc-
tor of Army Psychiatry in 1940
military psychiatry found a new
vitality and inspiration. Many
of the specialists he recruited
have since- reached the top of
their profession in civil life.

Over-strain is beginning to
drive Gregory Peck ‘“‘round
the bend" in the film “Twelve

SVEn' S

0’Clock High.””




When Brigadier Rees went out
in 1945 he left a nucleus of young
Regular medical officers to be
trained as psychiatrists.

Today the Army’s senior psy-
chiatrists, under Brigadier J. T.
Robinson, are all Regular offi-
cers with post-graduate experi-
ence and specialist qualifications,
who have seen active war service
as medical officers, and who in
some instances have served with
airborne and other assault units.

They know that for a soldier
to feel afraid is not necessarily
abnormal or a sign of cowardice,
and that fear can be controlled
by good morale. They know,
too, that a soldier can break
down in battle for reasons un-
connected with the fighting.

Again, they are aware that
men are sometimes sent to the
psychiatrist not because they are
mentally ill but because their
unit can think of no other way of
getting rid of them. When a suc-
cession of men come from a unit
as ‘“‘untrainable” or ‘“‘undesir-
able,” investigation may show

that the fault is not with the men. -

Psychiatrists are often asked,
as impartial medical witnesses at
courts-martial, to give an opinion
on whether a man charged with
a serious military crime was re-
sponsible for his action, and on
his state of mind at the time.
They are by no means always on
the side of the defence, as some
critics like to assert. More and
more, psychiatrist witnesses are
saying that men must bear re-
sponsibility for their actions.

In trying to build up the qual-
ity of the Army, psychiatrists
oppose any idea of using it as
a training school for “making
men” of juvenile delinquents or
as a sanctuary for those who can-
not or will not settle down as
civilians. They are the strongest
advocates of good pay and im-
proved conditions of service, and
of anything else which will con-
firm the Regular soldier in his
place as a respected citizen.

Inevitably, the Army must
have its share of mental illness.
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HAPPY WARRIOR c.ocinue

Before World War Two, it was
a smaller share. Every soldier
was a volunteer, determined to
“fit in.” What the psychiatrists
call “motivation” was good.

Today, when the Army is
more nearly a cross-section of
the population, its share of men-
tal illness is larger. Young
National Servicemen who enter
the Army with a bias against it
find difficulty in adjusting them-
selves to service life, say the psy-
chiatrists. If a recruit’s parents
also have a bias against the
Army, it is even harder for him.
Most vulnerable is the only child.

Among youngsters who break
down in the first month of ser-
vice, entering the Army may be
simply the “last straw™ or, as the
psychiatrists call it, the “trigger-
mechanism” that brings on a
breakdown to which a number
of other factors have contri-
buted. If such men prove basic-
ally unstable, they are discharged.

By contrast, there are others
whose personalities are stable
enough but who break down
later after some abnormal stress.
Thus, a soldier may stand up to
the strain of a prolonged period
in battle, only to meet the “last
straw’’ in the shape of bad news
from home.

Among older soldiers, break-
downs sometimes come to the
over-ambitious, who have not
achieved the promotion they
think they deserve, and to the
over-conseientious who worry
about their work. Separation
from wives and families may
also contribute to break-downs.
Bad climates and isolated sta-

tions produce fewer crack-ups .

than is popularly supposed, pro-
vided the men lead healthy lives,
with adequate sleep and not too
much drink.

Army psychiatrists claim they
can detect the man who is trying
to “work his ticket” by feigning
ill-health, pretending to commit
suicide or wounding himself.
They try to convince him that he
is running away from his diffi-
culties, and that even if he suc-

A member of the staff at
Netley Hospital demonstrates
devices to check the functioning
of a patient’s thyroid gland.

Patient’s activities at Netley
range from lectures on foreign
affairs to laying concrete paths.
Above: A patient makes a scarf.
Below: Painting "‘by numbers.”

ceeds he will run into other diffi-
culties in civilian life.

Once the Army’s remedy for
mental ill-health was to dis-

-charge the soldier. Now the psy-

chiatrist’s job is to make him fit
to serve again; if not, to make
him fit for a normal civilian life.

When possible, soldiers suffer-
ing from mental illness are
treated as out-patients, to keep
them in their normal surround-
ings. Troops overseas may be
treated in psychiatric wards in
the military hospitals in their
commands. All major cases from
overseas,and all major and minor
cases from Britain (including
Royal Navy and Royal Air
Force officer-patients) are treated
in the pyschiatric division of the
Royal Victoria Hospital at Net-
ley, under Lieutenant-Colonel JI.
McGhie, RAMC.

This is a mental hospital with-
out bars, where every effort is
made to emphasise that the
wards are ordinary hospital
wards. It has 300 beds through
which pass 1200 patients a year.
Despite the major cases from
overseas, 60 out of every 100
patients dre able to resume their
Service careers; only one in
every hundred is transferred as
“incurable” to a civilian hospital.
The remainder are discharged,
and a Ministry of Labour official
visits Netley each week ‘to ar-
range suitable civilian jobs.

Among Netley’s many up-to-
date aids to treatment is a tape-
recorder. Under the influence of
a drug, a patient may re-live a
shattering experience which has
contributed to his break-down
(psychiatrists have been known
to drop plates and rattle furni-
ture as “noises off” to help men
re-live battles). A medical jour-
nal has reported that one former
prisoner-of-war who had been
tied up by his captors had weals
appear on his arms during a “re-
living” session. The idea of the
treatment is that a patient hear-
ing a recording of what he has
said may be helped to understand
and overcome his fears.

Both at Netley and at the
Royal Army Medical College at
Millbank, London, research into
the nature and causes of mental
disease goes on continually, with
the help of all the latest resources
of medical science. A notable
piece of current research initi-
ated by Brigadier Robinson in-
volves the use of radio-active
compounds from Harwell. The
object is to determine whether
there is any relation between the
functions of certain glands and
mental illnesses.

Results from this work may
have an important bearing on
civilian as well as military psy-
chiatric practice. It may be pos-
sible to learn a little more of the
reasons which cause apparently
contented young people to be
obsessed with the idea of suicide,
why intelligent individuals of
good background feel compelled
to act in an anti-social manner
and why certain age groups and
types of body structure are often
associated with abnormal mental
states.



For the Examination Hall:
“This is where you want it.”

To the Drill Sergeant: emits a
melodious note in prevailing wind.

A FEW IDEAS FOR

STATUES

To the Drafter of
Amendment No. 1.

‘ Group for cadet college
grounds, with generous
facilities for placing
utensils on passing-nights. -

Allegorical group:
National Serviceman resisting
Demon Demob - Happiness.
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* Otherwise QMS R. O’Connor, Royal Army Medical Corps.
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CAN RELEASE A FIT MAN

WOMEN'S ARMY
AUXILIARY CORPS
TO DAY

TOR WORK WITH THE FORCES EITHLR AT HOME O ABROAD

FIT WO

JOIN THE
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THG ADOKESS AN B OBTAINED WITHIA

Eighteen years in khaki:
Staff - Sergeant

The poster which pulled
her in—in 1918. Right:
Worker Agnes Russell,
with two friends of the
WAAC of World War One.

A GIRL OF THE OLD BRIGADE

ORKER Agnes Rus-
sell has retired.
“Worker” was the

rank they gave her

when, 37 years ago, she enlisted
in the Women’s Auxiliary Army
Corps (the WAAC). Last month,
a grey-haired staff-sergeant of
63, wearing two rows of medal
ribbons, she left the Women’s
Royal Army Corps, its oldest
member. There may be other
Service women wearing ribbons
of the Kaiser’s war, but if so they
must be few indeed.

Staff-Sergeant Russell joined
up in Glasgow in January 1918
when the public still looked on
the new Corps with tolerant
amusement or deep misgivings,
according to their nature. Some
were horrified because the girls
wore skirts with hems no fewer
than 12 inches from the ground,
Fortunately women were not put
into slacks until the next war.

Girls were enrolled ‘into the
Corps as civilians on contract to
carry out duties as clerks, cooks,
telephonists, postal  sorters,
drivers and domestic workers.
Military ranks were not allowed:
there were only Officials (equiva-
lent to officers) and Members
(other ranks). Members were
divided into Workers (privates),
Assistant Forewomen (junior
NCOs) and Forewomen (senior
NCOs). A frivolous suggestion
that Forewomen should be called
Amazons was turned down.

The lowest paid Worker re-
ceived 21s. a week, out of which
13s. went for food. Members had
to buy all their clothes except the
issue dress, greatcoat, hat, two
pairs of stockings and one pair
of shoes. Worker Russell re-
ceived 27s. 6d. a week as a clerk
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Ankles were still a bit of a novelty when Staff-

Sergeant Agnes Russell joined up in the

Kaiser’s war.

and her first job was in the
quartermaster’s stores at the
Gordon Highlanders Depot in
Aberdeen.

In the spring of 1918 Worker
Russell was chosen as one of the
first 100 women clerks to serve
in France with the United States
Army at their Central Records
Office at Bourges. There had
been great controversy as to
whether women should serve
abroad and one British general
said that if they went to France
all the woods on the lines of
communication would have to be
wired off. “If you do, sir, you

She has just retired—aged 63

will have a number of enterpris-
ing couples climbing over,” re-
plied the Chief Controller of the
WAAC, Dame Helen Gwynne-
Vaughan. The woods remained
unwired.

Strict precautions were taken
by the Americans to protect the
women clerks. At the French
Cavalry barracks where they
were stationed the women'’s
quarters were guarded by a six-
foot wooden palisade, patrolled
on one side by American soldiers
and on the other by women
pickets.

“The Americans looked after

Staff-Sergeant Russell receives the British Empire Medal from

Lieut-General

G. K. Bourne ot the Tower of London.
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us wonderfully,” says Staff-Ser-
geant Russell. “Every week each
girl was given a cigarette ration
or a pound box of chocolates.
They held dances and concerts
for us and used to invite us to
their boxing matches. Many girls
married American soldiers and
weint to the United States at the
end of the war.” There were GI
brides even then.

Worker Russell was in
Bourges when the war ended.
“That was the only time I was ,
confined to barracks. The Ameri-
cans thought it wiser to keep us
inside until the French had
worked off their high spirits.”

In 1919 Worker Russell was
transferred to British Army

- General Headquarters at Wime-

reux and was discharged from
the Corps when it disbanded in
February, 1920. She immediately
joined the Corps Old Comrades
Association of which she has
been a member ever since.

Three months after the Auxi-
liary Territorial Service was
formed in September, 1938 Staff-
Sergeant Russell joined up again.
At first she was a clerk with a
mobile anti-aircraft battery de-
fending the Clyde and later
served as quartermaster’s clerk
with the Royal Army Ordnance
Corps, Royal Armoured Corps,
Royal Electrical and Mechanical
Engineers and the Royal Pay
Corps.

At the end of the war Staff-
Sergeant Russell was due for
release with Group One but de-
cided to remain. “The Army had
got into my blood and I didn’t
want to leave.” She became a
Regular in 1948. Her last unit
was 12 Battalion, Women’s Royal
Army Corps it Richmond Park.



¢ The most luxuriant

Private Don John-
son has found a new
way of testing the
edge of his axe.

Left: If this carrier-
load of fearsome
beavers does not
shake the enemy,
then nothing will,

beard of all belongs
to Sergeant Joe
York who weighs
nearly 18 stone.

PERMISSION TO GROW?—GRANTED

Here is the beard story to end all beard stories—
from the Royal Canadian Regiment in Germany

pioneer sergeants are not

unknown. But if there is a

baftalion with 16 bearded
pioneers, SOLDIER has not dis-
covered it.

The Canadian Army has one.
The pioneers of the 2nd Batta-
lion The Royal Canadian Regi-
ment beat the other pioneer
platoons of the 1st Canadian In-
fantry Brigade in a skill-at-arms
contest in Germany, in June.
One reward was permission to
grow, from the Battalion’s Com-
manding Officer, Lieutenant-
Colonel Gordon Corbould, for
the whole pioneer platoon.

In six weeks, “fuzz” had
turned to 16 beards — bushy
beards and goatees, beards with
curls and ringlets and straight
beards, and no two beards alike.
Some members of the platoon
remained clean-shaven.

When a new aspirant to whisk-
ers receives permission to grow,
he parades the resuit of ten days’
cultivation before the platoon
commander, Lieutenant Harry
Jonas, who decides whether the
beard shall be given another
chance or shaved off. Once the
beard is approved the soldier
must not shave without authority.

The bearded pioneers recently
paraded before the Duke of
Edinburgh when he presented the
Regiment with new Colours.

IN the British Army, bearded

A “mountain music’’ session in the car-
pentry shop—and all the beards are real.




THE SOLDIER WITH A
NOSE FOR TERRORISTS

On two days

running,

the lance-

corporal from Northern Rhodesia smelled
out the enemy in the Malaya jungle

Rhodesia Regiment, is a soldier with a highly developed sense

of smell.

lANCE-CORPORAL SAMSON JAMANI, of the Northern

On two successive days, while on patrol in the mountainous

jungles of Pahang, he sniffed the
smoke of an enemy camp fire.
His ears are no less acute than
his nose, and within seconds he
had detected the sound of voices
in the distance. On each occa-
sion two Communist terrorists
were. located and killed.

In the first of these engage-
ments Lance-Corporal Jamani
attacked the bandits on the flank
in order to drive them towards
his platoon commander’s killing
party. He accounted for one
himself, and the other ran into
the guns of Jamani’s comrades.

The second camp was ex-
tremely hard to find. Lance-
Corporal Jamani finally indica-
ted it to his platoon commander
by firing into it from 15 yards
range; the others then opened fire
on the same spot. One of the two
bandits killed beside their rest
hut was a high-ranking Com-
munist whose elimination put an
end to the Malaya Communist
Party’s organisation in that area.

Now the lance-corporal with
the keen nose has been awarded
the Military Medal. “The credit
for these four kills must go en-
tirely to him,” says the citation,
commending not only Jamani’s
fieldcraft but “his fearless leader-
ship which took him and his
companions to within such close
range of the terrorists that they
were killed instantly without
having a chance to escape or re-
turn the fire.”

The 1st Battalion The North-
ern Rhodesia Regiment, in which
Lance-Corporal Jamani serves,
has been putting up a brisk per-
formance since it was committed
to the Pahang jungle a year ago,
relieving the 2nd Battalion The
King’'s African Rifies.

Like most troops newly arriv-
ing in Malaya, Africans need a
short course to acclimatise them
to jungle conditions. Although
their native country provides a
fierce daytime temperature, the
askari find the tropical humidity
just as trying as do their com-
rades-in-arms—whether British,
Gurkhas or any others not born
to the climate.

With their cheerful disposi-
tions, the askari get on well with
the Malayan aborigine tribes,
communicating with them by
signs. They will stay for long
periods in each other’s company,
at ease and in close harmony.

For relaxation the askari go to
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their own leave camp at Kuan-
tan, on the east coast of Malaya,
where they have bathing, a
cinema and food cooked just the
way they want it.

The first African of the Regi-
ment to kill a terrorist on his own
was Warrant Officer Yaffeti, who
was in command of his platoon
when three terrorists were

located. With Sergeant Anndel
Chikumbi and Corporal Salota
Alik he went into action, and
each got his man.

A platoon under 2nd Lieu-

Warrant Officer Yaffeti, first African of
the Regiment to obtain a "’kill” in Malaya
on his own, while leading his platoon.

tenant John Hickman, whose
father is Commissioner for
Police in Northern Rhodesia,
found three bandits resting by
the wayside. Two were shot dead
by the officer, and the third, a
woman, ran away and jumped
into a stream where she was cap-
tured by Private Daniel Ku-
tundu, leading scout of the
patrol.

On a six-weeks penetration
into deep jungle one patrol under
Major W. H. S. Thomas, sur-
prised a concentration of terror-
ists, and though heavily outnum-
bered, went into action at once.
Two terrorists were captured.
During this action a British
officer, Second Lieutenant K.
Hensley, lost his life.

The Battalion, which is com-
manded by Lieutenant-Colonel
G. H. W. Goode, includes six
officers of the forces of the new
Federation of Rhodesia and

Nyasaland. Like the Federa-
tion’s two Dbattalions of the
King’'s African Rifles,

the 1st and 2nd, the
Northern Rhodesia
Regiment until now
has had most of
its officers seconded
from the British
Army. As the Fed-
eration grows up,
these appointments
in all three battalions
will all be taken over
by Federal officers.
Similarly, the sec-
onded British war-
rant and non-com-
missioned  officers
will be replaced by
men from the Rho-
desia and Nyasaland
Staff Corps. This
Corps already pro-
vides the European
element of the Fed-
eration’s fourth bat-
talion, the Rhodesian
African Rifles, from
Southern Rhodesia.

The Northern
Rhodesia Regiment
[motto: Diversi
Genere, Fide Pares
—Different in Race,
Equal in Loyalty]
had its origins in the
armed men employ-
ed by the British
South Africa Com-
pany in north-east-
ern Rhodesia in the
1890s. This develop-
ed into a police force,
with a military sec-
tion and a civilian
section, and pro-
duced a field service
battalion in World
War One.

In 1933,the North-
ern Rhodesia Regi-
ment replaced the
former police force,
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This silver askari is the centre-
piece of the Morthern Rhodesia
Regiment’s new mess silver.

and four years later it became a
unit of the Imperial Army.

From one battalion, the Regi-
ment expanded to eight in World
War Two. The 1st Battalion,
along with two other African
units, outnumbered ten to one,
fought off the Italian attacks on
British Somaliland in 1940, and
earned 53 decorations and
awards. Later the lst and 3rd
Battalions fought in Burma.

Recently, as a belated 2l1st
birthday gift, the Battalion re-
ceived a set of officers’ mess sil-
ver from the copper companies
of Northern Rhodesia. It was
presented in London to the
Colonel Commandant of the
Regiment, Major-General W. A.
Dimoline, who was the Regi-
ment’s first lieutenant-colonel, in
1937. From a report by Major
L. E. Bitton, Military Observer
in Malaya.




An underground troop command post -
of 25 Field Battery, RA in action.

DIG? §

GUNNERS
IN KOREA
SHOW
THE WAY

ners of 1st Commonwealth

Division don’t know about
deep digging, if the picture on the
right is anything to go by.

It shows men of 19 Field Regi-
ment, Royal Artillery, putting
the finishing touches to one of
their underground dug-outs
south of the de-militarised zone
in Korea, in countryside where
some of the toughest battles of
the Korean War were fought.

The Gunners were out on a
three-day exercise, improving
operational positions, testing
communications, surveying gun
positions and possible targets,
and practising camouflage.

THERE’S not much the Gun-

Above: A dug-
out that really
does give pro-
tection. Note
the corrugated
iron  revetting
and the thick
overhead cover.

Left: A camou-
flaged 25-poun-
der. The man
second from left
is a Korean cor-
poral attached
to the Gunners.

The wheel under
repair belongs to
a camouflaged & : Kohiifat:
three-ton truck. SR e 5% -
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A

identified by the amount of
water allowed to flow out of a
vessel by taking out the bung
at one hand-wave and putting
it back in at the second. Fires
and flags also played their
parts.

The first modern visual tele-
graph was set up in France in
1793 and the following year
the Reverend John Gamble,
chaplain to the Duke of York
and Chaplain-General to the
Forces, determined to build a
better system.

He produced a vertical
frame holding five shutters
which could open and close
separately, giving 31 changes.
This idea he offered to the
Admiralty but, by concidence,
another clergyman, Lord
George Murray, came up at
the same time with a similar
system which had six shutters,
giving 63 changes. The Admir-
alty chose the latter.

In 1795, the first six-shutter
telegraph line was opened,
between Dover and Deal. It
had 15 stations, each equipped
with an eight-guinea clock and
two 12-guinea telescopes. A
line to Portsmouth followed.

The undismayed Gamble
produced a new telegraph idea
involving a post with four
arms on a common centre at
the top, but the Admiralty
was satisfied with its shutters.
The Army, after a demonstra-
tion on the tower of a Wool-
wich church, commissioned
Gamble to make 12 portable
stations, with which he set up
a temporary line from Lon-
don to Windsor in 1798.

In 1806 the Admiralty built
a 22-station branch from its

o
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Through 12-guinea telescopes, Admiralty tele-
graphists read the messages and passed them on.

TO PLYMOUTH AND BACK
IN 3 MINUTES—IN 1806!

LTHOUGH signalling by various means is nearly as old

as organised armies, the British Army long put its faith
in the messenger on horseback.

Much ingenuity had been expended on signalling

ideas. The Greeks had a water telegraph in which messages were

Portsmouth line to Plymouth.
Only 20 minutes after the
“Message ended” sign was
being given from Plymouth,
the message was beginning to
come in to the Admiralty 200
miles away. The one-o’clock
time signal could be sent
and acknowledged in three
minutes,

When Napoleon lay in
Elba, the Admiralty dis-
mantled its telegraph system,
but when war broke out again
it adopted the semaphore
method and this lasted until

1847, when the electric tele-

graph took its place.

The visual telegraph de-
pended, of course, on good
weather and for as many as
133 days in the year the Ad-
miralty’s Plymouth line was
unable to function from
causes officially listed as
smoke, state of the atmo-
sphere and vapour rising from
the lake in St. James's Park.
When London had its early-
Victorian equivalent of smog,
horsemen would gallop the
messages from Whitehall to
Chelsea, or stations even far-
ther -afield, in the hope that
they could be sent on through
clear country air. Today's
Ordnance maps still bear a
number of “Telegraph Hills.”

One attempt was made to
commercialise the visual tele-
graph. A Mr. Watson bought
a disused Admiralty line from
London to the Downs. Soon,
however, his London station
(on top of a shot tower on the
south of London Bridge) was
burned down. It was never
rebuilt,

It's impossible to fight a war at the
paralysing end of an electric telegraph
cable, said an angry French general

CROSS a training area at Catterick, a tractor-towed plough with

a crew of ten men lays cable in the ground at the rate of five

miles a day. It is one of the up-to-date show-pieces of the
Royal Signals training centre.

Just a hundred years ago, the first soldiers to lay cable for the

electric telegraph in the field were
trying out the same idea in the
Crimea. The plan was to attach
a drum of wire to a plough, pass
the end of the wire through the
hollow share and thus deposit it
at the bottom of the furrow. But
the plough was too light to make
an impression on the ground.

As a result, men of the first
telegraph detachment of the
Royal Sappers and Miners
(shortly to be the uncommis-
sioned ranks of the Royal
Engineers) had to dig trenches
into which to bed their wire. In
nine days they had laid the first
field telegraph line, three miles
long, and by the end of the cam-
paign there were 21 miles of line,
with eight stations, linking the
base and the trenches.

It was not a very reliable sys-
tem. The gutta-percha covering
of the wire was often defective.
It also made good pipe-stems and
soldiers were apt to cut lengths
of wire to use the covering for
this purpose. The line was broken
from time to time by bounding
68-pound Russian cannon-balls
and by troops digging for fuel or
disposing of horse offal. Once a
nest of field-mice was built round
the line and the mother gnawed
through the wire. But telegraphy
in the field had arrived.

In civilian life, the electric
telegraph had already been a
practical instrument for nearly
20 years. When the Crimean war
began, a civilian' firm, under
Royal Engineers supervision,
laid what was then the world’s

longest submarine cable—340
miles—across the Black Sea to
link the Allied force with Europe.
It was worked by men of the
Royal Artillery.

Over this cable came messages
from Europe to plague the British
and French staffs and multiply
their paper-work. London used
the new invention to enquire if it
was true that a Captain Jarvis
had been bitten by a centipede.
Paris tried to run the French
commander’s campaign by wire.
An exasperated French general
exclaimed that it was “impossible
to carry on at the paralysing end
of an electric cable.”

By modern standards, the
stations were not hard-worked.
That at Lord Raglan’s head-
quarters averaged 15 incoming
and 13 outgoing messages a day;
one forward station averaged a
single message daily. The oper-
ators—of whom only one had
previously seen a telegraph in-
strument — were very efficient
and two who could transmit at
164 words a minute were con-
siderably faster than the best
operator to be found in London.
Yet civilian operators were sent
out from Britain to take over
from the soldiers.

Military telegraphy dwindled
after the Crimea, but, as one
contemporary wrote, “the elec-
tric fluid was pressed into use”
for the Abyssinian campaign of
1867, and Royal Engineers offi-
cers were helping to develop
civilian telegraph systems.

“Sign here."’
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This single-neeedle telegraph was
the first kind used by the Army.

It was not until 1870 that the
Royal Engineers went into elec-
tric telegraphy in a big way. The
Post Office had just taken over
the civil telegraph system from
private companies and instituted
the shilling telegram. There was
such a rush of business that the
civilian staff could not cope.

Seeing an opportunity for good
training, the Royal Engineers
offered to help and soon the first
Sappers were at work on the lines
and in the telegraph offices. They
stayed on the job until 1909. The
public found the sight of uni-
formed soldiers working on the
lines entertaining and the soldiers
found the crowds of spectators
embarrassing. That was in the
days before the little tents which
now give Post Office linesmen
privacy on the pavements.

In the year the Sappers went
to the Post Office they also added
a telegraph troop to their field
train. In time, this troop was to
be amalgamated with the Post
Office companies to form the
Telegraph Battalion, direct an-
cestor of the Royal Corps of
Signals.

The new troop was tested in
the Ashanti campaign of 1873-4.
As the expedition advanced to-
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wards Kumasi, a detachment
erected a 55-mile line through
almost inpenetrable bush, cutting
the poles locally. It discovered
that the local carriers disliked the
100-pound coils of wire, which
made inconvenient head-loads;
these men were timid and
deserted at the sight of old bullet-
holes in tree-trunks or after being
knocked down by lightning
shocks while handling the wire,

From that time on, the tele-

graphists went wherever British:

troops fought. In an expedition
to the Eastern Sudan in 1885,
telegraphists left their instru-
ment to help defend their camp.
A wave of attackers penetrated
the zarebas (palisades) and the
instrument was trampled on and
damaged; but the men fitted
another one. The officer in
charge of the telegraphists offered
his back as a desk while the
commander of the expedition
wrote a dispatch, transmission of
which was interrupted when the
telegraphist stopped work to help
repel further attacks.

During the Sudan campaign of
1884, the Hadendowas (better
known as the Fuzzy Wuzzies)
held the idea that the telegraph
was an instrument of oppression,
to be destroyed wherever poss-
ible. They cut wires and if they
caught native linesmen, they
would sometimes tie the men to
the poles and burn them. At
other times they would put the
ends of the wires in the lines-
men'’s ears, hoping thus to make
the men talk like the telegraph.

The line back to Egypt, linked
with the Egyptian telegraph,
carried thousands of private mes-
sages, many in Arabic, a task
made more arduous for the
operators by the Mudir of Don-
gola who preceded every one of
his messages with a chapter from
the Koran. Private messages, in
this and other campaigns, were
charged for, and enabled the
Army telegraph service to help
pay for its keep.

The first victory telegram from

The teleprinter succeeded
the Morse telegraph be-
tween the two World Wars.

the field of battle was sent by
Lord Wolseley to Queen Victoria
after Tel-el-Kebir in 1882.

The telegraph troop sent a
second detachment, only 32
strong, to the Ashanti for the
campaign of 1895-6, and once
more the men struggled against
forest and fever to lay a line to
Kumasi. They ran out of cable,
but the situation was saved by
the discovery of some coils
dumped by the 1873 expedition.
The climax of the campaign is
described thus in a Royal Signals
history:

“(King) Prempeh is seated on
his throne in the sacrificial grove
at Kumasi, his capital, sur-
rounded by his nobles and slaves.
Suddenly three worn men march
across the grove, erect a tele-
graph pole with a blue and white
flag on it, and send a message to
Queen Victoria that Kumasi is
captured. The Signal detachment
had arrived at Kumasi ahead of
the fighting troops.”

King Prempeh’s throne is now
in the Royal Signals officers’
mess at Catterick.

In the South African War,
battlefield communication as it
is now known had its birth in a
force commanded by General

I
!

““The Signal detachment had arrived ahead of the fighting troops.”

HOW THE STAFF CURSED IT!

-
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Sir John French. The general
directed the movements of bodies
of troops far to his flank, and
even controlled artillery fire, by
telegraph. It was considered a
daring experiment, and it was
highly successful.

The telephone was now catch-
ing up the telegraph, though not
without set-backs. Staff officers
refused to use this instrument
themselves and insisted that tele-
phone attendants should be
detailed to write down messages.
This method was operated, with
exceptions, until 1907 when
some Lancashire Volunteers
were taken over to Ireland to
man telephones for an exercise.
Their accents were such that it
was difficult for them to make
themselves understood by the
Regular soldiers on the other end
of the line. There was a partial
breakdown of communications,
and the system was overhauled,

By World War One, wireless
was shakily taking its place
alongside the telegraph and tele-
phone, but the telegraph still had
a principal part to play. It was
not until mid-way between the
two World Wars that the old
Morse telegraph at last began to
give way to today’s teleprinter,
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roused from a
fever by the sound
of the distant
pipes.'* We're sav-

! We're saved!”

of torn-off song-sheet _wvers . - which a mys-
terious traffic exists). :

Our grandfathers composed songs or marches
about the Crimean War, the Indian Mutiny, the

Abyssinia expedition, and many less familiar
campaigns. .

One item in SOLDIER’s collection was a
dateless exhortation to the tune of “Partant
Pour La Syrie” (Setting Off For Syria—an old
French patriotic air) which begun thus:

Advance, Britannia's sons, advance!
To answer Honour's call,

And join the gallant sons of France
To aid a tyrant's fall!

To you an outcry of distress
Will ne'er be made in vain;

A nation's wrongs ye must redress
Upon the battle plain!

That tyrant was presumably the Czar of
Russia. For the British and the French to find
themselves comrades in arms was certainly |
something to sing about.

The soldiers dying like flies on the Black Sea
probably never knew that “all the leading vocal-
ists” back home were singing a “spirit-stirring
national song” inspired by Queen Victoria's
letter expressing her pride in her suffering red-
coats, Possibly they would have preferred a
more practical expression of sympathy.

The songs were not all the work of unknown
authors. There was Tennyson's poem about the
Light Brigade, set to music, and at least one ARV YRR B 1
ballad by Rudyard Kipling. JL;E!.;.J _t'",\_ f 53 fi i;\J‘ g y ’r';['f"_i‘f
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There were sundry songs on the lines of “O GR AND OIVE RTI MENTO

soldier, soldier, won’t you marry me, with your
Right: Lord Napiers’s stormmg of Magdala inspired

musket, fife and drum. . . .” One young lady
a ‘“‘grand divertimento.” Below: A reminder

expressed the improbable fear:
With the gun upon your shoulder and the
bayonet by your side,
You'll be taking some proud lady and be
making her your bride
that not every Army of the Rhine was British

Right: Inevi-
tably, Tenny-
son’'s poem
about Bala-
clava was set
to music—with
Lord Cardigan
on the cover.
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Then the soldier would return from the
e Sigie = battlefield, and sing:
;) Sk ' : Dear Jeanette, the day we parted,
How the tears from both did pour!

Now we fladiy sing together,
“Vive la guerre and vive 'amour!”

Sometimes he didn’t come back:
'Qh it's five years passed away
THE

' Till it fell upon a day
[ > As I sat gy the door and sang,
Mow ¥ That a soldier stopped and said,
- O your lover Bill is dead,
: bn the Yang-tse-Kiang.”
There's a look of  In gayer mood there was the lady who sang:
thv: h,!“ rl':l.Jndé:"’: Oh mister .roldrer man, what lovely
e Osr rrn clothes vou've goi!
5 5 B gk Nk Meet me here whenever yvou like
P On the same old spot.

ing  tHY: - Freich Oh mister soldier man, if this is what
as his allies? A

I'm not sul rpmed you won the Battle of
Water

Those were the days when the sight of a soldier
charged with “marrying” five wives could ‘in-
spire a lady to sing: “If he Jets out 1 wouldn’t
mind becoming number six.’

Why don’t they sing songs about soldiers any
more? Is it because no woman could conscien-
tiously exclaim, “Oh Mister soldier man, what
lovely clothes you've got!”?

But, wait . . . wasn't there an Army song or
two hopefully launched in Coronation year?
One, which won a prize of £1000, was called “It’s
a Grand Life in the Army” (“We get our grub,
- We get our pay, And do a man’s job every day’’)
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“Just think, they spent more than a
million years learning to walk upright!”

“l came up the hard

; : way—through the ranks.”

i
“Daddy forgot his bolt.” “Why can’t you be like other men, and bring home ‘}ly.'ons? : “Who gave you permission to grow that boil?"
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The

YEAR or two ago it was

Lieutenant-Colonel

Harry Llewellyn and

“Foxhunter” who were

in the headlines. This year it has

been Lieutenant-Colonel Frank
Weldon and “Kilbarry.”

The new team are record-
breakers in a wider field of
equestrian sport than show
jumping. They compete in com-
bined trials, which call not only
for skill at jumping, but at
steeple-chasing and dressage (a
test of obedience and carriage).

Together, this year, Lieuten-.

ant-Colonel Frank Weldon and
“Kilbarry” have won the Euro-
pean Three-Day Trials indivi-
dual championship and every
other combined trials event they
have entered—a record never
before achieved.

For three years they have been
in the winning British team in the
European championships and
now, for the second year run-
ning — another record — have
been awarded the British Horse
Society’s Horseman and Horse
of the Year trophies. Next year
they are competing with the
British team in the Olympic
Games. Already Lieutenant-
Colonel Weldon has been ap-
pointed captain of the team.

It was in 1951 that Lieutenant-
Colonel Weldon, then command-
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Army’s HORSEMAN OF

A Gunner officer who was a prisoner-of-war in Colditz Castle has made
a big name for himself—— with the talented assistance of ‘“Kilbarry”’

ing the King's Troop, Royal
Horse Artillery, bought “Kil-
barry” from a Nottinghamshire
farmer as his own personal
charger instead of an Army
issue horse. He planned to use
him off parade as a racehorse,
but later, in an effort to whip up
interest in riding among the
young officers of the King's
Troop, he decided to concen-
trate on combined trials.
“Kilbarry” proved more than
equal to the demand and in his
spare time from official parades

“A much better performance than
many human actors | could men-
tion,” says Lieut-Colonel Weldon.

was soon winning one-day events
and steeplechases.

Lieutenant <+ Colonel Weldon
began riding when a boy and
bought his first horse 20 years
ago to celebrate his commission
in the Royal Artillery. It cost
him £50 but proved a valuable
investment, winning several
point-to-point races in York-
shire. In 1939 Lieutenant Wel-
don went to France with the
Royal Horse Artillery in a tank
and was destined not to see a
horse for the next five years. He
was captured at St. Valery and
spent the rest of the war in prison
camp. Three times he escaped—
once reaching the Swiss border
before being recaptured—and in
1943 was sent to Colditz Castle
as an incorrigible. His many at-
tempts to get away from Colditz
were unsuccessful.

In 1949 he was appointed to
command the King's Troop,
Roval Horse Artillery, an ap-
pointment he held for five years.
It was he who had the idea of
recruiting apprentice jockeys
into the King's Troop as
National Servicemen (SOL-
DIER, March 1955).

“Kilbarry,” a nine-year-old
Irish hunter, has seen a great”
deal of service with the Army.
He has led the King's Troop on
most ceremonial parades, at
tournaments and military dis-
plays all over the country. He
was to have been ridden at the
Coronation but a few days earlier
Lieutenant - Colonel Weldon
broke a bone in his neck in a
steeplechase fall and thought it
wiser to ride a less spirited
mount. “Kilbarry” took part in
all the rehearsals.

“He is the ideal horse for com-
bined trials,” says his owner-
rider. “A brilliant hunter, a fine
jumper and a lively but obedient
horse. There is not another quite
like him in the country.”

“Kilbarry” is one of two,
horses which have been invited
into the television studios of the
BBC. Last year, after his suc-
cess at Windsor, he was taken
by his owner to Lime Grove and
sent up in a lift. “He gave a much
better performance than many
human actors I could mention,”
says Lieutenant-Colonel Weldon.

E. J. GROVE

In the steeplechase event of the Harewood Trials “Kilbarry’ clears a
concrete fence. Spills are common so crash helmets are compulsory. Right:
Lieutenant-Colonel Weldon and “’Kilbarry’’ with the Harewood Trophy.

THE YEAR

A fine oction picture of “Kilbarry"’
taking a jump at the Harewood Trials.




RECEIVED IN
GOOD ORDER,
ONE BASE...

With fit ceremony, the Army is handing over
the keys of its big bases in Egypt to British
civilians. The desert headache is now theirs

Right: At Fanara, Colonel R. H. J. Carson signs over the Engineer Base
Group to Mr. G. Grant-Richards, general manager of Suex Contractors
(Vehicles) Ltd. Below: On the floodlit square ot Tel-el-Kebir Mr. N.
Salmon, of Suez Contractors (Engineers) Ltd., accepts No. 2 Base Work-
shops from Brigadier W. F. Ridley.

Photographs: Sapper V. Tolson.

N the Army’s annals, there can be few precedents for the handing-
over ceremonies which are now being staged in Egypt.

As the great military installations are ceded to civilian control,

bands play, guards of honour present arms, flags flutter down
and speeches are made.

The first major installation to
go was the Engineer Base Group
(Egypt), Royal Engineers. At
Rhine Camp, Fanara, officers’
and contractors’ representatives
met for a ceremonial signing-

over.
Next, at Tel-el-Kebir,  the

experience of acting as ensign
for the occasion and carrying the
keys.

Silver replicas of the keys were
handed over by Brigadier W. F.
Ridley, the workshops comman-
der, to his civilian successors.
With them went control of an

Royal Electrical and Mechanical
Engineers relinquished No. 2
Base Workshops. Two whole
companies at arms escorted the

installation which was founded
in 1941 and played an important
part in the Western Desert cam-
paigns.

Under the terms of the Anglo-
Egyptian Agreement, these in-
stallations will be run by the
civilian contractors for the next
seven years.

keys to a floodlit square when,
for the last time, soldiers had
locked the doors. A National
Service officer, Second-Lieuten-
ant J. D. Slyfield, had the unusual

ject of an outrage.

The Mannikin is the statue of a small
boy poised over a well to which he contributes
a Jet of water. They wouldn't allow a statue
like that in Cheltenham, but the Mannikin has
been in Brussels since 1619 and is a hallowed
institution. Hence, there was great anger when
vandals recently tried to pull him off his perch.

In 1815, sad to relate, a party of British officers
offended the city of Brussels by hauling down
the Mannikin with a rope and dropping him to
the bottom of his well. An account of the affair
is given in “The Letters of Private Wheeler.”
The officers, Wheeler says, had been “indulging
themselves rather too much.”

The Mannikin has scores of uniforms and
suits, none of which cramps his activities. To
commemorate the Liberation of Brussels in 1944
the Welsh Guards presented him with a Guards-
man’s uniform. Major-General Allan Adair,
commanding the Guards Armoured Division,
and the Burgomaster of Brussels attended the
ceremony.

HE Mannikin of Brussels, “oldest cifi-
zen” of the capital, was recently the sub-

o THEARMY
~ AND THE
~ MANNIKIN

The famous Mannikin of
Brussels wearing the uni-
form of the Welsh Guards.
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START YOUR
CHRISTMAS
HERE

This Christmas what about a
Ronson lighter ? Most people
today use one because it lights
first time every time. And if it’s
a present you're after — well, a
Ronson is hard to beat. Ask
any Ronson owner !

Ronson Cadet, inexpensive
but with same action as
luxury Ronsons. With or
without windshield.

Ronson Whirlwind, with
telescopic windshield, lets
you light up as you please
in any breeze. Genuine
engine-turned finish.

Geta RONSON

from your NAAFI now !

For your own protection—Ilook for the trade mark RONSOMN world’s greatest lighter

Givoone forXmas™ 52

says

Mr More for Less

THE RIZLA MAN

A Rizla
‘One hand’
cigarette rolling
outfit is a really
useful article. It
even enables you to
make a cigarette as
you walk about, or
when standing in a
crowd or queue.
Completely self-
contained with
tobacco, tips and
papers, the
embossed plastic
pouch has the
rolling machine
attached. It’s a
welcome gift
 and a money
saver for every
smoker.

Pouch complete
including Machine,
Papers, Filter Tips

inc
purchase
tax.

ROLLING OUTFIT

Roll and Save—the RIZ\A way!

Shok 1ull of lUfe on
LUCOZADE

IN HEALTH

Vitality is an unmistakable sign of real
health. It makes vou confident, easy
to get on with. So drink plenty of
sparkling Lucozade for on-the-spot
energy. There’s vitalising glucose in
Lucozade, to drive away weariness
and tension. And there’s a wonderful
flavour, the flavour everyone likes.

IN SICKNESS

In so many cases of illness the patient
will take Lucozade to the exclusion of
almost anything else. And because
Lucozade is so palatable the glucose
in it is quickly assimilated, helping to
replace the energy lost in illness. Keep
Lucozade handy in your home.
Doctors and nurses use Lucozade in
hospitals, nursing homes, clinics and
schools.

THE SPARKLING GLUCOSE

LUCOZADE
roplaces lost erergy /.

royds 14/5
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| have listed the strong man of Kent, the king of the gypsies, a Scotch pedlar, a
scoundrel attorney and a Welsh parson.”

THE RECRUITING OFFICER
REACHES BERLIN

on a recruiting mission to Shropshire. It is not known

MORE than 250 years ago, Lieutenant George Farquhar went

whether he raised any recruits, but he obtained enough
inspiration to write a naughty comedy of manners, “The

Recruiting Officer.”

Now George Farquhar's frolic,
which was first produced at the
Theatre Royal, Drury Lane, has
been staged by the Communists
in East Berlin. It was offered as
an example of the way in which
the British used to inveigle re-
cruits “into the service of looting
and colonial armies.”

No one would have been more
horrified at this development
than George Farquhar. Before
his play first went on the boards,
he expressed the hope that it
would be received as a comedy
pure and simple, not as a libel.
And, lest it should cause red
faces among the Shropshire lads,
he explained: “The Kingdom
cannot show better bodies of
men, better inclinations for the
service, more generosity, more
good understanding nor more
politeness than is to be found at
the foot of the Wrekin.”

The play opens in Shrewsbury
market-place, where Sergeant
Kite is haranguing sceptical
idlers:

“If any gentleman soldiers,
or others, have a mind to serve
Her Majesty and pull down the
French King, if any apprentices
have severe masters, any child-
ren have undutiful parents, if
any servants have too little wages
or any husband too much wife,
let them repair to the noble
Sergeant Kite at the sign of the
Raven in this good town of
Shrewsbury, and they shall re-
ceive present relief and enter-
tainment.”

Sergeant Kite, it will be
noticed, did not waste too much
time plugging the patriotic line,
but quickly switched the appeal
to one of self-interest.

Like every recruiting sergeant,
Kite went to great pains to pro-
test his innocence and honesty.

“Gentlemen, I don’t beat any
drums here to ensnare or inveigle
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any man; for you must know,
gentlemen, that I am a man of
honour; besides, I don’t beat up
for common soldiers; no, I list
only Grenadiers, Grenadiers,
gentlemen. Pray, gentlemen,
observe this cap—this is the cap
of honour, it dubs a man a
gentleman in the drawing of a
tricker; and he that has the good
fortune to be born six feet high
was born to be a great man.”

At this, Sergeant Kite proposes
to try the cap on a yokel's head,
but the yokel is dubious. Will it
mean that he is enlisted? Even-
tually he puts it on, and reports
that “it smells woundily of sweat
and brimstone.”

But still there are no takers, so
Sergeant Kite draws his second
breath: ‘

“Here’s a purse of gold, and
there’s a tub of humming ale at
my quarters. 'Tis the Queen’s
money, and the Queen’s drink;
she’s a generous Queen and loves
her subjects—I hope, gentlemen,

A century after Farquhar's
Hammond helped himself to
much wife” in recruiting

A comedy about the
British Army, written
in Marlborough’s day,
has been given a new
lease of life—by the
Communists in Berlin

you won't refuse the Queen’s
health?”

But they do.

Then Captain Plume, who has
soldiered on the Danube, arrives
to ask his sergeant, “Pray, what
success?” Kite tells him that in
seven days he has enlisted “the
strong man of Kent, the king of
the gypsies, a Scotch pedlar, a
scoundrel attorney and a Welsh
parson.”

Captain Plume is horrified to
find an attorney recruited.

“I will have nobody in my
company that can write; a fellow
that can write can draw petitions
—1I say this minute, discharge
him.”

The plot of the play is too
complex to summarise and the
text occasionally too ripe to
quote. Captain Plume hears that
an old flame of his in the district
is with child, and orders Sergeant
Kite to marry her. Sergeant Kite
is reluctant, but he has already
““married’’ numerous other

play was produced, Sergeant
titbits like "“all you with too
fight

soldiers to Napoleon.

women for less creditable
reasons. The child, directs Cap-
tain Plume, is to be entered on
the company’s books as a Grena-
dier with the name of Francis
Kite, “absent on furlough.” (It
was a day when children were,
indeed, carried on regiments’
books, pay being drawn in their
names.)

The play has a catchy “signa-
ture tune” and Sergeant Kite is
heard singing:

Our ’'prentice Tom may now

refuse

To wipe his scoundrel master’s

shoes;

For now he's free to sing and

play
Over the hills and far away.

We all shall lead more happy

lives

By getting rid of brats and
wives,

That scold and brawl both
night and day.

Over the hills and far away.
Over the hills and o'er the

Main,

Te Flanders, Portugal or
Spain;

The Queen commands and
we'll obey,

Over the hills and far away.

The climax is a scene in which
the Recruiting Officer and Ser-
geant Kite contend with the local
justices for possession of the
simpletons they claim to have
enlisted. One man, says Sergeant
Kite, gets drunk every Saturday
night and beats his wife. This is an
old English custom, however,and
not enough grounds for recruit-
ing a man. Kite then points out
that the fellow feeds his wife
and five children on poached
venison and game. One justice at
least thinks that an excellent
reason for sending him to Flan-
ders. The poacher’s wife protests
that her man is being sent away
because they do not want any
more children on the parish,
which gives Captain Plume his
cue;

“Look’ee, there, gentlemen,
the parish had better main-
tain five children this year
than six or seven the next; that
fellow upon his high food may
get two or three beggars at a
birth.”

So it goes on. A collier is
enlisted because, working under-
ground, he has no visible means
of occupation; and, anyway, the
Army wants miners.

All very scandalous, of course,
and guaranteed to titillate solemn-
minded Communists. According
to the Berlin correspondent of
The Times, however, the hypo-
crisy of the bourgeoisie was not
laboured unduly, and the pro-
duction was “a delight from start
to finish.”

One curious liberty was taken
with the play. The action was
made to take place during the
War of American Independence,
instead of the War of the Spanish
Succession. :

Now, who will be producing
“Worm’s Eye View” or “Reluc-
tant Heroes” in the year 22007



“A REST ROOM?
WHAT NEXT?”

said ex-RSM BRITTON

A regimental sergeant-major who retired 31
years ago looks over the new recruits—and
recaptures the spirit of the sergeants’ mess

Coldstream Guards. There is also ex-RSM E. D. Britton, of

YOU’VE heard plenty about ex-RSM Ronald Brittain, of the

the same regiment. He is 78 and still as fit as a Guardsman.
Some time ago, Mr. Britton met the sergeants of the Air-
borne Forces Depot at Aldershot during an Old Contemptibles’

function and was invited to see
recruits of 1955 on parade.

A company sergeant-major
went by car to fetch him from his
home at Usxbridge, but took a
wrong turning, arrived five min-
utes late and discovered that long
retirement does not make a regi-
mental sergeant-major any more
tolerant of unpunctuality.

“He looked at his watch.
looked at me, and said, ‘I sup-
pose there’s fog down Aldershot
way’,” said the company ser-
geant-major afterwards.

“Well,” said Mr. Britton, “it
was a parade, and that means
getting there early. 1 was ready
20 minutes before time."”

Wrong turning or not, Mr.
Britton was on the parade-
ground in good time, as spry and
upright as 35 years ago when he
was regimental sergeant-major of
the 3rd Battalion, Coldstream
Guards. On his blue suit, his
medals were agleam. Some, like
the  Distinguished Conduct
Medal he won in 1915, and his
three World War One campaign
medals, were worn smooth from
much polishing. But there were
also the insignia of the MBE and
a War Medal which dated only
from World War Two. For Mr.
Britton, at 62, left his job as a
bank messenger in 1939 to join
up again and in the next two
years helped to look after in-

ternees and prisoners-of-war.

He had no fault to find with
the parade. “As good as anything
I've seen,” he said. “Shows there
must be a Guardsman about.”
He knew he was on safe ground
here, and that Regimental Ser-
geant-Major W. J. Pestell came
from the Irish Guards.

“Their food is good. I've seen
it,” went on Mr. Britton. “It
must be good, for them to be able
to drill like that. Of course, the
food was good in my day, but it
was often mucked up. Some
master-cooks used to spend their
mornings in the sergeants’ mess.
I wouldn’t have that, When I was
RSM, I didn’t mind the master-
cook going into the mess for half
a pint in the middle of the morn-
ing—used to do it myself—but
if I found him hanging about
there, I turfed him out.”

There were parents present to
watch the passing-out parade,
and on this subject Mr. Britton
was non-committal. “I can’t
imagine what they would have
said at Caterham in my day if
anyone had suggested anything
like that. After our recruits had
done 15 or 16 weeks, if they
were good enough the lieutenant-
colonel commanding the regi-
ment would be told, and he
would come down and have a
look at them. If he didn’t think

RSM Britton talks with Major W. R. Corbould, whose father he drilled in
a squad of Coldstream subalterns in 1915, at Victoria Barracks, Windsor.
1 remember him—Inns of Court Regiment, wasn’t he?”’

He was.

*} knew there must be a Guardsman cbout,” said ex-RSM Britton. Here
he meets RSM W. J. Pestell, of the Airborne Forces Depot, who comes from
the Irish Guards. Below: Ah, the sergeants’ mess. It's changed a bit.

they were good enough, they'd
be put back for another week or
two.” (The Airborne Depot re-
cruits, all Regulars, had com-
pleted ten weeks basic training.
Caterham still does not invite
parents to passing-out parades,
but has an annual “at home”.)

Mr. Britton moved off to take
a cup of tea in the room where
the recruits, their parents and
officers, and Lieutenant-General
Sir Colin Callander, who had
taken the parade, were having an
informal get-together. Surveying
the armchairs, the curtains, the
thick carpet and the television
set, Mr. Britton asked, with some
diffidence, “Is this the privates’
NAAFI?”

“Their NAAFI is next door,”
said RSM Pestell. “This is their
rest-room.”

“Rest-room! What next?”
said Mr. Britton. “Armchairs!
In my day there might be one or
two armchairs in the sergeants’
mess. That was all.”

From the privates’ rest-room,
Mr. Britton moved on to the ser-
geants’ mess, where he inspected
the television room (“Television

room!”), then felt the carpet on
the floor with his toe. “We didn’t
have carpets like that,” he said.
“We had to buy our own. Now
they get allowances.”

Pint glass in hand, he gave a
long sigh. “Sergeants’ mess,” he"
said. “Lovely.”

RICHARD ELLEY

“| see you're still
using the old Mark 1"’
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The Commonwealth Division’s
fliers in Korea staged the first
aerial cricket match, and were
beaten by their American guests

US RS

CRICKEIT?

An Auster in the act of
“bowling.”” The match
was part of a celebration
organised by the Divi-
sion’s 24-man  Light
Ligison Section, manned
by the Glider Pilot Regi-
ment and Royal Air Force.

Left: An Auster loads up
with a sandbag ““bomb.”

Right: A barbecue supper
ended the day's festivities.

H E ... was heir to a dukedom, but did not succeed as his father survived
him;

. . . devoted part of his time at Eton to gunnery and fortification;

. . . became a soldier at 24—as colonel of a regiment raised by his father
to fight the Young Pretender in 1745;

... was a fine horseman and a great cock-fighting enthusiast;

. . . became Colonel of the Royal Horse Guards and took the field in Germany
in the Seven Years war in command of a brigade of Cavalry;

. ..was already so popular that 52 young officers volunteered to be his
aide-de-camp;

... took command of the British forces in Germany after his chief, Lord
George Sackville, was dismissed for failing to attack with the Cavalry at
Minden;

... led the Royal Horse Guards in three charges which broke the French
line at Warburg;

WHO WAS HE?

... lost his hat in the first charge and finished the battle with his bald
head naked, thus giving the English language the phrase *‘Going at them
bald-headed’’;

... raised the 21st Light Dragoons, known as the Royal Forresters, which
was so popular that the Government, hard-pressed for recruits, kept it in
England and drafted its men to other regiments (it was disbanded without
seeing action);

. ...entered the Cabinet as Master-General of Ordnance and became

Commander-in-Chief of the Army;
. . . was attacked in the “Letters of Junius'' in which he was accused of
making jobs for his relatives and of degrading his office to that of a “broker
of Commissions’’;
. . . died suddenly at'49, leaving large debts;
. . . was, and still is, commemorated on many inn-signs.

(For answer, see page 38)
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STERLING

FEATURES OF THE STERLING SUB-MACHINE GUN 9 mm.
9. ADVANCED STRIPPING—THE TRIGGER MECHANISM

Advanced stripping should be carried out only by a qualified Armourer or Weapon Training Instructor

STRIPPING :

Commence by carrying out elementary stripping, then push out
the sear axis pin (5) and lift out the sear group from the trigger
group. Push out the trigger axis pin (23) and remove the trigger
(3) downwards through the trigger guard. Push out the tripping
lever axis pin (24) and lift the tripping lever (2) from the sear
cradle (4). Lift the sear (6) from the sear cradle.

ASSEMBLY :

Set change lever to Automatic and replace the tripping lever and
its axis pin in sear cradle, ensuring that the head of the tripping
lever is engaged on the lower step of the sear. Insert sear group,
line up the sear, sear cradle and trigger housing and, using trigger
group retaining pin as a drift, replace sear axis pin. Insert trigger
upwards through trigger guard and replace trigger axis pin.

STERLING ENGINEERING CO. LTD., Sterling Works, Dagenham, Essex

Telephone: Dominion 4545-4555.

: “Sterling Dagenham **

AN

\

. WX
¢ the next N

step?

Have you considered banking ? The work is interesting, secure and
there is every opportunity for promotion.

The qualifications required for applicants to the staff of Lloyds
Bank are shown below. In addition, the chief assets in a successful

banking career are personality, the gift for leadership and the .

character required for promotion to executive rank.

Qualifications A public school or grammar school education,
School Certificate or the General Certificate of Education at ordinary
level with passes in at least four subjects including English and mathe-
matics. It is an advantage for candidates—who should not be over
22 years of age—to have passed some subjects at the advanced level.
Your Future It is the Bank’s policy to encourage suitable young
men to qualify for early promotion. A detailed system of training
gives unsurpassed opportunity for promotion, which brings with it
substantial rewards in salary.
A descriptive brochure will be sent on request.

The Staff Manager

LLOYDS BANK

LIMITED

POST OFFICE COURT 10 LOMBARD STREET LONDON E.C.3

.

THE MOST

SENIOR
SERVICE

CIGARETTES
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TANK WENT UP IN A LIFT

ELF

HEN Private Rex Wingfield, of the Queen’s Royal Regi-
ment, asked to be considered for a commission in the
spring of 1944 the War Office Selection Board told him
to come back again when he had some battle experience.
Private Wingfield never went back and never got his commission.

The highest rank he achieved
was lance-corporal. But he did
get battle experience — seven
months of bitter fighting as an
Infantryman with the Desert
Rats in North-West Europe.

Now, eleven years afterwards,
ex-Private Wingfield has written
the story of those seven months
in one of the few war books by
an ordinary Infantryman: “The
Only Way Out” (Hutchinson,
125 6d). The title is part of the
saying that “ the only way to get
out of the Infantry is on a stret-
cher or six feet under.” The
author came out on a stretcher,
with tracer holes in him.

His story is a vivid personal
account of war in the front-line
—and the story of every Infan-
tryman who slogged his way
from Normandy to the Rhine;
though not every Infantryman,
perhaps, tried to take his mind
off the shelling in the same way
as Private Wingfield:

“That last one was the hun-
dredth. God! I've been count-
ing. Think of something stupid,
anything. I started to recite odd
bits of Homer. I recited the dirty

bits from Aristophanes. | grin-
ned. I laughed. I roared . . . 1
thought of war in the gentle-
manly days: ‘Gentlemen, the
French will have the honour of
firing first!’ Crash, and the whole
of your front rank vanished.
Crash! And the whole of their
front rank vanished . ..”

In a few short months the man

i

Infantryman into
Classics master: |
R. M. Wingfield.

who went to France as a raw
reinforcement was beginning to
be a battle-hardened veteran.
proud of belonging to a brother-
hood which looked on soldiers

of other arms as “non-union.”

The author tells a curious
story of what happened in
Ghent, when a troublesome Ger-
man sniper eluded the efforts of
the Queen’s to winkle him out.
They called in a tank which
drove into a warehouse lorry lift
and was hoisted to the fourth
floor (some lift!) Then, at point-
blank range, the tank blew the
sniper to smithereens.

Major-General G. L. Verney
DSO, ~who c¢ommanded the
Desert Rats during this period,
says the battalions of the Queen’s
had *a record of continuous
front line service that could prob-
ably not be equalled by any other
Infantry of the Eighth or Second
Armies, save their colleagues of
7th Armoured, the 1st Battalion
The Rifle Brigade.”

Tebourba: That Was Some Battle . . .

O braver or bloodier battle has been fought by the Royal
Hampshire Regiment in its 250 years than the Battle of
Tebourba in Tunis in 1942.

Spurred on by the knowledge that failure to hold the
savage German counter-attacks before Tunis might mean disaster

for the whole of the British First
Army, the 2nd Battalion took on
an enemy force four times its
own size. The Germans had a
strong supporting force of tanks
and enjoyed complete air superi-
ority.

Against these tremendous
odds the Hampshires stood firm
for four days, inflicting and re-
ceiving enormous casualties.

Did you Know |

— that you can fly BEA on your next home leave at
special reduced rates? BEA reduced fares are available
to all Members of H.M, Forces and their families; to
Canadian Forces in BAOR; as well as to Nursing Staff.

Berlin, Cologne,
Gibraltar, Hamburg,
Tripoli and Vienna.

NICOSIA..............280. 0. 0
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Routes available to UKk from : — Athens, Benghazi,
Cyprus,
Hanover,

YOU CAN BOOK NOW Travel Agents and BEA offices
will be pleased to give you complete details.

-
SOME FARES TO LONDON 2
| (Airport to Airport return) :
VIENNA........ooonnne
4 HAMBURG...........

BRITISH EUROPEAN ATRWAYS

L T A A A M TNV, RTINS N R e T AT

Dusseldorf, Frankfurt,
Malta, Munich,
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When they finally pulled out
their numbers had dwindled
from 689 to 194 all ranks—but
they had blunted the German
effort and had given time for the
rest of First Army to regroup.
The Battle of Tebourba, which
is described by David Scott
Daniell in “The Regimental His-
tory of the Royal Hampshire
Regiment (1918-1954)" (Gale
and Polden, 30s), was a classic
junior leaders’ battle. Time and
again the enemy were driven off
by bayonet charges, often led by
NCOs and sometimes by private
soldiers. Corporal Wiggins was
last seen spraying a ring of ad-
vancing Germans with his
tommy gun. Mild-looking Priv-
ate Cuckson charged with ten
others and bayoneted 30 Ger-,
mans. All eleven returned safely.
Captain Page found a 25-
pounder whose crew had been

killed. With the help of a few
men who had never touched a
25-pounder before, he got the
gun into action and knocked out
a German tank with his first
shot.

Tebourba earned the Regi-
ment one Victoria Cross, two
Distinguished Service Orders,
five Military Crosses and four
Military Medals.

The Victoria Cross, the first of
three awarded to officers of the
Regiment in World War Two,
was won by Major H. W. Le
Patourel for silencing machine-
gun posts. He was reported to
have been killed and the Cross
was awarded, as it was thought,
posthumously. Happily, he was
only wounded and taken prisoner
and received the medal after his
release.

The other two Victoria Crosses
were won in Italy and they, too,
were awarded to officers for
silencing machine-gun  posts.
Captain R. Wakeford won his at
Cassino and Lieutenant G. R.
Norton, a South African, at
Monte Gridolfo.

Guns of Gold—and Wood

i HO or what is or was Mons Meg?” .
Every month or two, some quizmaster asks this ques-
tion. Good Scotsmen know that Mons Meg is the six-
and-a-half ton gun on the Castle Mound in Edinburgh.

The story of what was once described as “the great Iron Murderer,

called Muckle Meg,” is told by
W. Y. Carman in “A History of
Firearms” (Routledge, 165)
which follows its subject to 1914.
Mons Meg is the legacy of a pass-
ing fashion in outsize cannon
which swept the civilised world
in the 14th and 15th centuries.
Few of them were used.

The author is very knowledge-
able about out-of-the-way wea-
pons (as well as about more or-
thodox and successful firearms).

- A random dip into his book is

almost certain to unearth some
curiosity, like the field battery of
gold guns said to have been
owned by the Gaekwar of
Baroda. There were.even leather
guns, valued for their lightness,
which would stand up to ten

rounds. A hard-pressed garrison
in India once used guns of wood,
the life of which was a single
round.

The Russians, it seems, went
one better than the ingenious
gunner of Gibraltar who hol-
lowed the famous mortar in liv-
ing rock; they hollowed mortars
in ice, and fired ice cannon-balls
at no danger to themselves.

Firearms have been produced
to fire darts and cubic shot.
There have been pistols with
bayonets and muskets with re-
movable pikes six feet long; there
have been steam guns and elec-
tric guns and battlefield size air-
guns. Firearms have even been
incorporated in spiked maces.



The Fusilier in a Wooden Cage

the Army to go to Korea, when his brother was killed there.
His purpose, he says in “The Wooden Boxes” (Muller,

I ;USILIER Derek Kinne, an ex-National Serviceman, rejoined

125 6d) was both to take his brother’s place in the fighting and
to find his brother’s grave and pay the family’s last respects.

Otherwise, there was little un-
usual about Fusilier Kinne. He
was not averse to scrounging,
algl was once awarded 14 days
CB. ]

When he was captured near
the Imjin River, he made

An eye for trouble: Ronnie Noble.

Battle-Chaser

MORTAR concentration

was raining down on a

road in Korea. A cor-

poral ran to a wounded

Chinese prisoner, dragged him

into shelter and began to dress
his wound.

Following the corporal was a
man with a cine-camera who
made several shots of the inci-
dent, then crept into the lee of
a Centurion tank. As he did so,
a voice from the turret called, “I
say, Ronnie, why don’t you come
up and have a gin?”

The voice was that of an offi-
cer of the 8th King’s Royal Irish
Hussars. - The cameraman was
Ronnie Noble of the BBC’s tele-
vision newsreel. They had been
prisoners-of-war together.

It was not surprising that
Ronnie Noble should have found
friends on the Korean battlefield.
He had spent much of his time
with the Army since 1939 and
“Shoot First!” (Harrap, 155), his
account of his career, is well
stocked with military anecdotes.

At 23, he was in France as the
youngest war correspondent
with the British Expeditionary
Force. Later he went to the
Middle East, where he covered a
tank battle under the happy mis-
apprehension that the shells
which failed to burst around him
were duds (they were anti-tank
shells), captured 37 fully-armed
Italians with his camera, and was
made prisoner when Tobruk fell.

From Italy he escaped to
France and joined the Maquis,
was flown out and a few weeks
later was covering the Far East
war.

He was back with the Army in
the Palestine ‘“troubles.” Illegal
Jewish immigrants cut up rough
at the sight of his camera in the
hope, all too often realised, that
the restraining hand of British
soldiers would appear in foreign
newspapers as “brutalities.” If
the camera cannot lie, says, the
author, “the people who appear
in front of it can, and often do.”

attempts to escape. He showed
defiance of his captors, but when
they offered starved prisoners a
feast of rice and pork, in return
for signatures on a peace peti-
tion, Fusilier Kinne was one who
signed. “You bloody Judases!”
said one of the other prisoners.
Fusilier Kinne did not forget
those words. His captors began

to find him more and more
“difficult.”

They gave him beatings, plain
and fancy. One Communist who
was foolish enough to hammer
Fusilier Kinne with the butt of a
loaded revolver was killed when
the weapon went off. The prison-
er’s lacerated wrists were con-
fined in tight handcuffs, so that
the flesh swelled over the metal.
They kept him at attention when
he could hardly stand. They kept
him sleepless. They locked him
in a cage five feet nine inches
long, four feet six inches high,

two feet six inches wide.

For relief, Fusilier Kinne“coh-
fessed” to various “‘crimes”—
but never implicated his fellow-
captives. Defiant to the last, he
risked his precious place in a
truck to freedom for a few final
remarks, one a protest fo a Red
Cross officer, delivered in front
of Communist officers.

In the aircraft bound for
Japan, he remembered that he
had failed to find his brother’s
grave. None the less, he had
worthily honoured his brother’s
memory. For the way in which
he had stood up to his captors,
Fusilier Kinne was awarded the
George Cross.

THEY FORGOT ONE QUESTION

be sung at your concert,” said the German censor. “There

“Tm: song ‘Kiss Me Good-Night, Sergeant-Major’ will not

must be no disrespect to the military.” :
Where could this have happened? In a prisoner-of-war
camp? Alas, it occurred on British soil in World War Two.

The story is told by Alan and
Mary Wood in “Islands in
Danger” (Evans, 155) a detailed
chronicle of life in the German-
occupied Channel Isles. The
frontispiece is a photograph,
dated 1940, of a German officer
talking to an English “Bobby.”
There is another photograph of
German troops marching past
Lloyds Bank. It looks like a bad
dream, but it was real enough for
thousands of loyal subjects.

One of the many queer tales
in this book is about Philip Mar-
tel and Desmond Mulholland,

two escaped officers of the
Guernsey Militia, who returned
to prepare the way for a Com-
mando raid. Plans miscarried,
and they decided to give them-
selves up, rather than jeopardise
those who sheltered them. As
they were in civilian clothes it
was fairly certain they would be
shot. However, two Militia offi-

' cers, Major A. Sherwill and Cap-

tain Don Bisset, drove to the
guarded Town Arsenal, impu-
dently abstracted two Service
Dress uniforms from a chest of

Militia clothing and dressed the
hunted men in these, changing
the Militia buttons for British
Army ones. Then Major Sher-
will, who was the island’s Attor-
ney General, telephoned the Ger-
mans to say that two British
officers had surrendered. In all
their questionings, the captives
were never asked why they had
worn Service Dress on a Com-
mando exploit.

It was a quiet occupation as
occupations go—but much went
on below the surface. British
agents came and left. Illegal
radios were never silent. The
ARP Controller was busy spying
for the Allies. Not all were
heroes. The reader will ask him-
self: “What would I have done?”

The Service
thatis always

on duty

Making up your orders.

The S.C.B.D. brings you the news-
papers, magazines, books and stationery you want without fuss or bother.
The Forces Bookshops, which are supplied by S.C.B.D., welcome your
inquiries and invite you to come in and see the fine selection of reading and
writing materials whenever you are off duty.
Postal Service is available to units or

individuals wherever they are stationed.
If there is no Forces Bookshop in your
vicinity send your order direct to S.C.B.D.
Headquarters and we will mail you sup-

plies by return of post.

SERVICES CENTRAL
BOOK DEPOT

(W. H. SMITH & SON, LTD.)

195-201 PENTONVILLE ROAD,
LONDON, N.1

AT B.A.O.R.
BERLIN (Y.M.C.A.)
BUNDE (v.M.C.A.)

COLOGNE (Y.W.C.A.)

DusseLporF (Church Army)
GOTTINGEN (Y,W.C.A.)
Hamsurc (Church Army)
HanoveRr (Salvation Army)
Hirpesueim (Toc H)

HoHNE (Y.M.C.A.)

ISERLOHN (Y.M.C.A.)

LUNEBURG (¥.M.C.A.)
Minpen (Salvation Army)
MUNCHEN-GLADBACH—
Town Centre (Church Army)
MUNCHEN-GLADBACH—
Main H.Q.'s (v.w.c.A.)

MunsTtER (Toc H

NeumunsTeR (Church Army)

FORCES BOOKSHOPS

CeriLe (Church of Scotland)

IJORTMUNRD (¥.M.C.A.)

HUBBELRATH (Y.M.C.A.)

OLDENBURG (V.M.C.A.)
OsnaBruck (Church Army)
PaperBorN (Toc H)
SENNELAGER (Church Army)
WAHNEHEIDE (Y.W.C.A.)
WUPPERTAL (Y.M.C.A.)
NORTH AFRICA
Barce (Salvation Army)
BencHAzI (Salvation Army)
DERNA {Y.M.C.A.)
Tosruk (Salvation Army)
TrIPOLI (¥Y.M.C.A.)
CANAL ZONE
FAvip (v.M.C.A.)
Fayip (Church of Scotland)
MOASCAR (Y.W.C.A.)
FAR EAST
Sek Kove
(Church of Scotland)
Sek KoNG FAMILIES' VILLAGE
(Church of Scotland)
Kowroon (European ¥.M.C.A.)
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Careers

FOR YOUNG MEN
in mining

IN SOUTHERN AFRICA

IF YOU ARE 20 to 23, have been
an N.C.0O., and have a robust
physique, you may qualify for
training as a mine official in
one of the gold, diamond or
other mines in the Anglo
American Corporation Group.

Rates of pay during your
2-3 year training are £45 a
month (including cost of
living allowance).

After your training you

ANGLO

may qualify at once as a shift
boss, earning at least £1,000
a year. The next grade is a
mine captain who earns up-
wards of £1,500 a year.
Board and lodging for ba-
chelors cost £12-£16amonth.
Houses for married men are
available at rents of about £5
a month. For further infor-
mation, please write to the
Appointments Officer.

il

AMERICAN

CORPORATION OF SOUTH AFRICA LIMITED

I T OLD JTEWRY

LONDON EC2

Seoteh
Whisky
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ASK FOR IT AT N.AAFL

HILL THOMSON & C*L™

UEEN ANNE

RARE

COTCH WHISKY

HitL Thomson & Co.LTD
EDINBURGH

DUSTILED By o pax Borriio v Scor

1 —

e — R

EDINBURGH Est. 1793

Dangerous.
Error

Many married people believe
that,if they die without making
a will, all they possess will
automatically pass to their
husbands or wives. This is often
true, but not always— and,
when there is no will, Letters of
Administration must be taken
out, often a costly and onerous
matter. It is only common
prudence to make a will, which
you can of course alter at any
time. For the important task
of executor, you cannot do
better than appoint Barclays
Bank. Our Trustee Department
has had many years’ experience

in this type of work: its staff

are of course discreet and
impartial and they take a very
real and sympathetic interest
in the cases entrusted to them.
The Manager of your local
branch will be pleased to give
you details of this service.

BARCLAYS BANK
LIMITED

.



The new boxing season opened with several shocks when

second-string boxers won four of ten bouts in a trial match

between the Army and the Rest. Biggest surprise was the

v defeat of Lance-Bombardier Derek Lloyd, the Army’s only

: | Amateur Boxing Association champion, by an * unknown.”’

Private R. Sangoe, cruiser-weight champion, was also beaten.

1 Classic straight

left from Pte J.
Jacobs (ACC), Army,
which knocked out
L/Cpl R. Coote
(REME), The Rest, in
the second round.

Counter - punch
by Sapper A.
Ambrose (left), who
beat ABA champion
L/Bdr D. Lloyd, The
Army, on points.

Close shaves for

Pte ). Harper
(RASC), The Rest
(left), and Pte R.
Sangoe (ACC), Army,
who was knocked
out in round two.

In-fighting by
Sgt P. Sellick
(REME), Army (left)
and Cpl G. Batter-
ham (RE), The Rest,
who won on points.

Knock -down

and knock-out
by L/Bdr B. Clarke
(RA), Army, who beat
Cpl J. Brown (RE)
in the first round.
Photographs ;

Soldier Cameraman,
FRANK TOMPSETT
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This Christmas send Flowers

To your friends and relations
hack home

It is so easy to have beautiful

fresh, untravelled flowers or plants—
the perfect Christmas gift, delivered to
loved ones back home by ordering from any
florist displaying the Interflora ‘Mercury’
symbol, or at any N.A.A.F.I. can-
teen or Malcolm Club. Place your
orders early for Christmas delivery.

The World-wide FLOWER RELAY SERVICE

By

It’s what | goes into | it and

the way | it’s made

that
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Ketchup its

delicious

:

AN EYE TO THE

Have you
ever considered
that your whole future
may depend on how you
use your spare time or just a
part of it, over the next year or so?

It is no exaggeration to say that with our
guidance you can establish yourself in a
successful career in business or one of
the professions, simply by a little spare
time study.

It is no longer necessary to have had
an expensive education in order to
qualify for a highly paid executive posi-
tion. Over 45,000 of our students have
been successful in their examinations;
some have actually taken first place in
the world. In almost every case these
men and women of average intelligence
were surprised by the ease of their suc-

cess and the speed with which they
qualified.

SEND FOR THIS FREE BOOK
Our FREE 100-page book, YOUR
i, CAREER, is full of valuable in-
\\ formation about a wide variety
of careers. It also describes
our unique system of training
and gives complete details of
opportunities available.
" Send for your copy today
without any obligation.

NO PASS—NO FEE
GUARANTEE
ACCOUNTANCY - BANKING
SECRETARYSHIP - LAW
BOOK KEEPING - COSTING
LOCAL GOVERNMENT

CIVIL SERVICE
UNIVERSITY DEGREES
GEN. CERT., OF EDUCATION
Callers welcome at
235 Grand Bldgs., Trafalgar 5q.,
w.C. Tel. WHitehal] 8877

THE RAPID RESULTS COLLEGE

(Dept. S.R21), Tuition House, London, S.W.19

FERRANTI LTD.

can offer to young men completing National

Servicce WELL PAID, PERMANENT AND

PENSIONABLE APPOINTMENTS in one

of their many Departments. Vacancies are
available for

RESEARCH and DEVELOPMENT ENGINEERS,
DESIGNERS, TECHNICAL ASSISTANTS and
DRAUGHTSMEN who wish to secure interest-
ing and progressive positions.

ELECTRONIC COMPUTERS. Ferranti occupy a
leading place in this new and important field, having
already installed Computers in Amsterdam, Rome and
Toronto as well as in this country. Unique opportunities
are available to those interested in the latest and most
fascinating branch of Electronics.

POWER TRANSFORMERS. Ferranti Transformers are
already world famous and the design and development
teams afford the opportunity of participating in new and
interesting projects. POST GRADUATE apprenticeship is
available in this branch of engineering.

TELEVISION. Ferranti are actively engaged in research
and development in this ever-growing industry with
especial reference to colour television.

ELECTRONICS. Ferranti are pursuing the development
of Electronic devices on an increasing scale, including
Cathode Ray Tubes for RADAR AND TELEVISION, Valves
for Commercial and Industrial purposes and TRANSISTORS.

If you are interested in the abave vacancies you are invited
to write at once for a form of application to

T. J. LUNT, Staff Manager, FERRANTI LTD.
HOLLINWOOD, LANCS. Please quote reference ““S”’
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JUST A HIGHLANDER

You quoted General Stewart of
Garth on the fortitude of Highlander
soldiers in captivity under Hyder Ali
(November).

To my mind, the most astonishing
story General Stewart has to tell—it is
as grim as anything in Grand Guignol
—is of an occasion when a party of
Highlanders were captured by Red
Indians in North America and were
put to death by the usual slow torture.
One of them, Allan Macpherson, see-
ing his turn approaching, made signs
to his captors and told them that, if
his life was spared for a few minutes,
he would tell them the secret of an
extraordinary medicine which, applied
to the skin, would cause it to resist
the strongest blow by a tomahawk or
sword.

The credulous Indians ‘agreed, and
allowed him, under guard, to gather
the requisite herbs in the forest.

Having boiled the
plants, and extracted
a solution, he pain-
ted his neck with it,
laid his head on a
log of wood and
invited the strongest
Indian to strike at
his neck with a
tomahawk, saying
that the blade would
make not the slight-
est impression.

Thereupon, an In-
dian levelled a blow
with all his might,
with the result that
Macpherson’s head
flew off to a distance
of several yards:
which was precisely
what the victim had mlencled. Instead
of being enraged by the ingenuity with
which the soldier had escaped the
lingering death they had proposed for
him, the Indians were “so pleased with
his ingenuity that they refrained from
inflicting further cruelties ofi the re-
maining prisoners.”—*“Thistle” (name
and address supplied).

QUOTATION

Who wrote the following lines and
where do they come from?
“When you go home, tell them of
us, and say,
For your tomorrow, we gave our

today.
Can SOLDIER quote the whole

poem if possible?—“Padre” (name
and address supplied).
% The lines are by J. Maxwell

Edmonds and were written during
World War One for a collection of
suitable inscriptions for war memo-
rials. These were published by HM
Stationery Office in 1919. The above
inscription was chosen for the 2nd
Division memorial at Kohima in
World War Two, and was widely
thought to have had an ancient Greek
origin. This was disproved by the first
Lord Wavell shortly before his death.

The epitaph is complete as quoted.

* Kk Kk Xk Kk %
*
*
*
* % * T K x

QUEER LOCO

For the benefit of railway enthusi-
asts, could you publish a picture of
the steam locomotive without furnace
or funnel mentioned in the article on
NAAFI's warechouse in Germany
(SOLDIER, October)? — “Engine

Spotter” (name and address supplied).

Locomotive without furnace or funnel

% This engine was constructed to shunt
trains inside the warehouse without
risk of fire. It is fuelled with steam
from a boiler outside the building.

NAME CHANGING

Can a married Regular change his

family’s name by deed poll or some
other method? How does one go about
it? — “Sigmals Must” (name and
address supplied).
% Any soldier thinking of changing his
name by deed poll is advised to consult
a solicitor, Having changed his name,
he must then comply with Queen’s
Regulations by producing if required
a baptismal certificate, deed poll (or
Scottish equivalent) or a statutory
declaration made before a justice of
the peace or commissioner of oaths.

HELPING OUT

Is there a scheme in operation
whereby ex-Regular soldiers are in-
vited to devote a certain number of
evenings per week to instructing mem-
bers of the Territorial Army, receivin,
£50 tax-free per annum for so doing?

—“AQMS” (name and address sup-
plied).

and dis-

Y Reservists, pensioners

I‘ILMS coming your way

The following films will be shown
shortly in Army Kinema Corporation
cinemas overseas:

TOUCH AND GO: An English
family decides to emigrate. Father

resigns his job, sells house, furniture -

and car, placates his in-laws. Then the
trouble and the fun begin—all because
a cat gels siranded on the Albert
Bridge. Jack Hawkins as the harassed
father, Margaret Johnston, the mother,
and June Thorburn, the lovelorn
daughter.

GENTLEMEN MARRY BRUN-
ETTES : Singing and dancing extrava-
ganza about two beautiful sisters: Jane
Russell, who simply cannot say no to
suitors, and Jeanne Crain, who can.
They go 1o Paris, become the toast of
the Folies Bergére and find true love
in the end. ith Alan Young, Scoti
Brady and Rudy Vallee.

MAN OF THE MOMENT: Nor-
man Wisdom in hot water again, this.
time as a Whitehall filing clerk who
wrecks an international conference.
Result: he is hunted by assassins, and
lured by wicked women. With Lana
Morris, Jerry Desmonde, Belinda Lee.

A MAN ALONE: Plenty of gun-
play, double-crossing, stage-coach rob-
beries and love interest in this rip-
roaring, old-fashioned Western. Ray
Milland, who directs the film and plays
the hero, was once in the Household
Cavalry. Mary Murphy and Ward
Bond are in the cast.

THE KENTUCKIAN: Burt Lan-
caster as the restless pioneer, who, for
the sake of his son, heads west for a
quiet life in Texas. Gun ﬁihrs. whip
fights and general villainy hold them
up but father and son finally make it.
With Dianne Foster, Diana Lynn and
Donald MacDonald as the son.

LETTERS

ol ok kel ok
*
*
*
*x Kk Kk Kk &k %

charged soldiers may, in certain cir-
cumstances, be employed as pari-time
instructors in the Territorial Army.
They may be taken on temporarily,
due to the absence of a permanent
instructor or an unusually large influx
of recruits, or on a more permanent
basis to supplement the normal staff,
in which case they are engaged for a
specified number of days ans paid up
to 7s. 6d. per day, up to a maximum of
from 303. to 45s. per week. These rates
take into account the wage standard
of the district and the demands on the
time of the instructors. Temporary
instructors are paid 7s. 6d. per day and
are not subject to the weekly maxi-

mum.
SOLDIER has no knowledge of a
lax-free payment of £50.

TYPE T

One paragraﬁh of ACI 175/1953,
which governs the Type T engagement,
states that the term of service is four
years. Another paragraph states:
“Premature termination of a Type T
engagement will be dealt with by cur-
rent regulations.” Does this mean if
I were serving on such an engagement
after completing 22 years service I
would have the option of leaving by
giving three months notice or, alter-
natively, purchasing my discharge?—
“Cautious” (name and address sup-
plied).

wlf this soldier decides to apply for a
Type T engagement on completion of

®SOLDIER welcomes letters. There
is not space, however, to print
every letter of interest received;
all correspondents must, therefore,
give their full names and addresses
to ensure a reply. Answers cannot
be sent to collective addresses.
Anonymous or insufficiently ad-
dressed letters are not published,

® Please do not ask for informa-
tion which you can get in your
orderly room or from your own
officer.

@® SOLDIER cannot admit corres-
pondence on matters involving dis-
cipline or promotion in a unit.

22 years of his present engagement he
will be re-enlisting. This is frequently
confused with continuance in r?xe Ser-
vice after completion of 22 years, when
a soldier may claim his discharge after
three months notice. If, after com-
pleting 22 or more years reckonable
service for pension, he enlists on a
Type T engagement, he may later if he
wishes apply for a free discharge.

BOUNTY

Called up for National Service in

August 1950, I decided 16 months
later to engage for five years with the
Colours and seven on the Reserve. In
May 1954 1 changed to a 22-year en-
gagement, with the three-year option,
waiving all rights to discharge before
I had done 12 years. What is my
bounty entitlement and will m
Natlonal Service count towards my 1
years’ Colour service? — “Pythoned”
(name and address supplied).
*This soldier is entlr ed to a bounty
of £60. He cannot count National Ser-
vice towards the 12-year engagement,
but it will count for pension purposes
if he decides to serve for 22 years.

Jhe choice of champions
The comfort and durability of ‘Umbro’
Sportswear make it the popular choice

FROM ALL LEADING OUTFITTERS

AND N.AAF.IL
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Head above water

We never thought much of the ‘sink-or-swim’ theory.

We like to help people, as our customers well know.

Anytime, therefore, that you feel you're getting up to

the neck in financial and business problems, do as they

do: drop into one of our branches and have a chatwith

the Manager. You'll find it helpful and maybe illumi--

nating. And, of course, there’s no sort of obligation.

MIDLAND BANK LIMITED

Comsistemtly bqoodd

‘ OUTFITS

i

?@
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for 75 years

A PROUD RECORD FOR

SPORTWEAR

and your guarantee of absolute satis-
faction. Leading Sports clubs and
players specify “BUKTA"'—they know
that it is guaranteed, Why not follow
their example and insist on “Bukta"’
—it does mean such a difference to
have good kit—and it costs no more.

Obtainable from all good sports Out-
fitters, or if any difficulty write for
illustrated catalogue to

The Publicity Manager,
BUKTA - STOCKPORT * CHESHIRE

CAMP KIT

more LETTERS

WALKING HOME

I was interested in the article about
the soldier who cycled home from
Tripoli (SOLDIER, November) and
quite agree that he showed the right
spirit, It seems a pity, though, that he
should have had to use up his de-
mobilisation leave in the process.
Could not the Army extend a man’s
leave for this purpose? After all, by
going home under his own steam, the
soldier is saving the taxpayer the price
of his fare.— ““Ariel” (name and
address supplied).

PLANE AND ARROW

I know the Army has used bows and

arrows in war, even in this century,
but is it true, as a World War One
veteran has assured me, that the Royal
Air Force used to fire arrows?—
“Incredulous” (mame and address
supplied),
%In the early stages of World War
One, Royal Flying Corps pilots
dropped clusters of metal darts, called
“fléchettes,” on the enemy.

A German Cavalry oﬂ'i’c:er known to
SOLDIER said he was “bombed” by
these metal darts in France several
times and was more scared of them
than anything else. They made no
noise as they came down. German
soldiers caught out in the open would
grab any kind of head-covering for
protection—planks of wood, ammuni-
tion boxes, sheets of corrugated iron—
and dash for shelter. On one occasion
a parade broke up in disorder as the
darts began to fall and a group of
officers scuttled to safety holding a
large table top over their heads.

As far as he knew no German sol-

dier was ever struck by one of these:

darts, although several horses in his
squadron were hit and seriously
wounded.

GOOD OLD DAYS

Today a recruit joining the Army
can send his clothes home, post-paid.
I siﬁned on at Chelsea Barracks in the
‘eighties and as soon as I had taken off
my civvies a dealer snatched them up,
stuffed them into his sack, handed me
some money wrapped in paper and
disappeared. I thought, by the feel of
the money, that I had some silver ; but
all I received for my clothes was nine-
pence.

Issuing kit was Jock Braid, of the
1st Battalion, Scots Guards—the tall-
est man in the Army, so tall that he
could not get into a sentry-box and
they made him a lance-corporal.

We were given no pants, vests or
shirts, other than coarse welsh shirts.
Our legs became stained blue from the
dye of the trousers.

There were no warm baths in Chel-
sea. On each floor were wash-houses
with enamel basins, which had to be
cleaned with earth as an extra fatigue.
The bed was a straw mattress which
was rolled when not in use and fas-
tened to the bed head by a thick strap.

On the landing outside the barrack-
room stood a two-handled urine tub,
brought up each evening and next
morning carried by two men to the

latrines to be emptied and scrubbed
out.

We had no dining room. Orderly
men, by rota, drew the rations. Each
man had his pound of bread at break-
fast time and what he saved for tea
was placed on the shelf above his bed.
Tea came up in cans and was por-
tioned out in basins. All meals were
eaten at the bare wooden tables, which
were then swept and washed.

A private’s pay averaged sixpence a
day, after deductions for messing—
say, cheese for breakfast, jam for tea
and vegetables to go with the free
meat,

What a pleasant change, after all
this routine, were summer manoeuvres
under canvas at Frensham, with one
half of the battalion chasing the other
half over the Downs, and a dip in the
pond at the end of the day. Defenders
wore forage caps, attackers full dress,
including bearskins. — Ex - Warrant
Officer William A. Vaughan, 7 Turf
Hill Road, Camberley, Surrey.

*This reader is 85 years of age.

OLD KIT-BOX

While digging in the garden of my
Army quarters I discovered what
apparently was the brass-bound front
of an old kit-box, with name plate
inscribed ‘“Royal Elthorne Middlesex
Militia.” 1 cannot find trace of any
such unit.—Captain A, Taylor-Smith,
Royal Army Pay Corps, Wemyss Bar-
racks, Canterbury.

% The Royal Elthorne Middlesex Mili-
tia was raised in 1853 under the title of
“Royal Elthorne Regiment.” Sub-
sequently the regiment was converted
to Light Infantry, and by 1860 was
officialby known as the “ Royal Elthorne
Regiment of Militia, Light Infantry,”
having a badge of a bugle and initials
“REM" on caps and appointments.
In the regimental reorganisation of
1881, it became the 3rd, then 5th,
Battalion of the Middlesex Regiment.
It saw service in the Crimean War,
{gdian Mutiny and the South African
ar.

AS IT IS

The Sandhurst cadet on the cover of
your October issue bore a “GR"”
monogram in his cap-badge. Surely
this is out of date?—*“Big Eyes” (name
and address supplied).

wWhen this painting was executed the
Royal Military Academy cadets were
still wearing badges with the “GR”
monogram and it was learned that
they would continue to do so for
economy, until stocks ran out. It was
one of those occasions when SOL-
DIER is faced with the choice of -
portraying the Army as it is or as it
should be.

HE SIGNED

1 engaged for eight years with the
Colours and four on the Reserve, and
while serving changed to a 22-year
engagement, my object being to leave
the Service after three years if I
wished. Since doing so, certain people
have told me that before giving notice
I must finish my eight years with the

&
THE ROYAL ARTILLE

DEPOT

THE ROYAL ARTILLERY BARRACKS
IN 1776. AND HAVE BEEN THE HEAL
HOME OF THE REGIMENT EV

After hiding its light under a bushel since 1716 the Royal Regiment of
Artillery has decided that a little self-advertisement is perhaps excusable.
This sign has recently been erected in Woolwich Garrison.



Weapon of the future: In the film version of George Orwell’s “/1984"
(now being produced in Britain) the Sterling sub-machine gun is freely
used. Fondling it here is an actress with an appropriate name: Jan Sterling.

Colours, Can SOLDIER help? —
“Lance-Corporal” (name and address
supplied).

% This soldier must serve with the
Colours for at least the period to
which he was previously committed.
The fact that he is additionally serving
on an engagement with a three-year
option means that he can give notice
of his intention to leave only at the
nine-year point.

GRAND-DAD’S GONGS

Can SOLDIER give a serving sol-
dier any information as to the wearing
of medals which belonged to a mem-
ber of his family now deceased? I have
some of my grandfather’s, from World
War One. I maintain that they can be
worn on the right breast, but some of
my friends say they cannot be worn
at all.—*“Private” (name and address
supplied).

* A soldier wears his own medals and
nobody else’s.

SIGN-POSTS

. The lay-out and lettering of Army
sngmﬂosts seem to be improving—but
oh, the spelling and punctuation!

Why are silly spelling mistakes
never corrected? Why do we so often

OFFICER'S MESS.

Any signs like this in your camp?

see signs reading OFFICER’S MESS
AND SERGEANT’S MESS?

If I were an inspecting general I
should look for misplaced apos-
trophes rather than misplaced cigar-
ette - ends. — “Crank” (mame and
address supplied).

NO HOME POSTING

I hold a Regular quartermaster-ty
commission and am voluntarily retir-
ing after 22 years qualifying service
and 31 years service all told. Am I
entitled to claim six months in the
United Kingdom before 1 retire?
ACIs give no ruling for officers.—
“Middle East Officer” (name and
address supplied).

*No. There is no such concession for
officers because of the limited number
of appointments available at home.
Uncommissioned ranks are so much
easier to fit into home establishments
that-a home posting is permitied them

in certain circumstances (see Letters,
July).

RESERVE DECORATION

I have heard a good deal lately

about the Army Emergency Reserve
Decoration. What are the qualifica-
tions required? — “Interested” (mame
and address supplied).
% The Emergency Reserve Decoration,
first awarded in November, 1952, is for
12 years' continuous, efficient service
in those categories of the old Supple-
mentary Reserve and the Emergency
Reserve of officers which involve a
peace-lime training obligation. Service
in World War Two counts double.
Those who earn an award can put
“ERD" after their names.

OLD ORIGINAL

I must insist that the first unit to
deal exclusively with mechanical
transport was the 45th Steam Road
Transport Company, Ro{)ael Engineers
(Letters, July and October). It was
formed at Gibraltar Barracks, Alder-
shot, in 1899. If some of the old
originals, like Joe Moins, Bert Lang-
ley, Chris Bennett, Charlie Casey and
Jack Flaggerty, are still alive they must
be 80 years old, or thereabouts. I am
only 75. 1 was one of the Youngest
members of the first mechanical unit,
Royal Engineers.—J. Mortimer, 13
Waterloo Road, East Ham, London,

“BLACK BISLEY”

Your September issue says it was
not the best of Bisleys for the Army
this year.

In the National Rifle Association
meeting the Army team won two inter-
Services matches and tied for first
place in the aggregates. Surely this
must be one of the most successful
meetings for the Army for some years?

The top Army team for the Methuen
Cup was not that of the Household
Brigade but of REME.

. It seems inconceivable that no men-
tion was made of the KRRC Cup,
awarded to the champion Army unit
and based on the aggregate scores of
seven major matches. It was won, for
the first time, by a county regiment,
the Worcestershire Regiment. Nor was
there mention of the Britannia Trophy
and the Small Arms Cup, which are
open to all units. While one appre-
ciates the interest shown in this im-
portant event, the value of such a
report lies in its accuracy and in re-
porting the more important matches.
—Maijor V. Ellis, Secretary, REME
Rifle Association.

*The official printed results errone-
ously gave the Household Brigade as
Army top scorers in the Methuen Cup.
REME beat the Household Brigade
by one point. For space reasons it was
not possible to give all results.
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Wines and Spirits...
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At home there are Christmas and
New Year parties in which you
cannot participate, but if you
can’t join the folks you can at
least send them something to re-
member you by. What better than a parcel of Wine or Spirits
from Tylers ? Simply choose the parcel you wish to send and
Tylers will attend to packing and postage and will enclose a
card with your greetings, What could be more welcome at
Party Time at home ?

MAKE YOUR CHOICE AND TYLERS DO THE REST!

oo

s s+ B

bottle Dry Gin
bottle Italian Vermouth
bottle French Vermouth

WINE MERCHANTS

TYLER & CO. LTD.
HEAD OFFICE, WOKING

T

- —

wumzl.m s 40/-

1 bottle Fine Port
I bottle Spanish Sherry i

s

I
1
2
! —— ¥ SIS

PARCEL C O 17/~

BT e S SIR

PARCEL D 26/ =

f I bottle “Golden Eagle” One Pound Box Genuine
Scotch Whisky § Liqueur Chocolates !
4 i
rpﬁmmwm . £ “y

rarceL £ 20/- parceL F - 20/-

|
1 bottle Fine Port 1 bottle Spanish Sherry 3
e i |

All the above prices are inclusive of packing and postage

FILL IN GOUPON AND POST TO TYLERS IN TIME!

If you require more than one parcel please give your instructions on a
separate sheet of paper.

e s e

——

TO TYLER & CO. LTD., WINE MERCHANTS, 26, WIGMORE ST., LONDON, W.1.

l Please send the parcel(s) I have marked thus X, to the address
indicated immediately below

Mr/Mrs/Miss ... A1
Add B|
ress = |
i [
D
IR

I enclose P.O. value

. Please esclose this greeting

My name and address s

BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE

|
|
|
|
|
|
e |
i
|
|
|
|
|
|
!

I
|
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BRITISH RAILW

REQUIRE MALE CLERICAL STAFF

at passenger stations between London and Bedford and Bletchley

@® Commencing salary according to age on
National Scale

@ Free and reduced rate rail travel
@ Permanent appointments and admission to
Superannuation Fund for suitable candidates
@ Prospects of promotion
Candidates must pass educational and medical examinations

Weritten application only to . . .

The London District Passenger Manager
EUSTON HOUSE, LONDON N.W.1

DRAUGHTSMEN

both senior and junior, for
GAS TURBINE and INTERNAL COMBUSTION
OIL ENGINE DRAWING OFFICE,

for installation and design sections. Work varied and inter-
esting and offers excellent opportunities for progress. Juniors
at least O.N.C. and must have completed National Service.

Posts pensionable. Removal expenses paid by the Company.

Application forms obtainable from
Employment Manager, Ruston & Hornsby Ltd., Lincoln,

A CAREER THAT RINGS
THE BELL . ..

The comradeship of a uniformed
service is available to you as a fire-
man in the City of Manchester Fire
Brigade. Vacancies exist for men
aged 19 to 34, minimum height 5’ 7",
to train as firemen. Pay £8 17s. 0d.
per week, rising to £10 7s, 0d. per
week, Opportunities for advance-
ment to higher paid posts. Pension
of half pay after twenty-five years’
service—more after longer service.
Sporting and recreational facilities
of all kinds. Living accommodation
for single men.

Write today for further particulars to:

THE CHIEF OFFICER

City of Manchester Fire
Brigade,
Fairfield St., Manchester 1

e ST

THE DISTILLERS COMPANY LIMITED
A SCIENTIFIC CAREER

If you are interested in science as a career, then a post with the Distillers
Company Limited may offer the opportunities you are seeking. D.C.L. has
interests in many fields, and its Industrial Group is concerned in the manu-
facture of key materials for many industries, such as organic chemicals,
solvents, antibiotics and plastics. B

The D.C.L. Industrial Group is expanding fast in these fields, and vacancies
are continually arising for qualified chemists, biochemists, chemical engineers
and project engineers in research, production and technical sales work.

The Group also offers facilities to those wishing to study for a degree,
or other professional qualification in chemistry or engineering, whilst doing
an interesting technical job in the laboratory or workshop.

The various units og the D.C.L. Industrial Group are situated in the
London, Merseyside, Hull and South Wales areas,so there is the chance
that you can find employment near your home.

If you are interested and require further informa-

tion, we shall be only too happy to help. Our
address is:—
Staff Manager, The Distillers Company, Ltd.,
21 St. James’s Square, London, S.W.1.
Tel.: WHI 1040. Ref. 50/55.
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MORE LETTERS

“BUTTONS GALORE"”

Seeing m{se].f as I was 50 years ago
on a royal tour of India (Letters,
October) was a great surprise. I started
on this tour as a corporal and was
promoted sergeant, The three of us—
the others were Drivers Giffney and
Cook—were first sent to Sarampore
remount depot to be trained with our
horses. Then my section went to Bom-
bay to meet the Prince and Princess of
Wales.

My section had
a State carriage,
five landaus and 40
horses, plus a very
large staff, and two
troopers of the
Prince of Wales’s
Bengal Lancers.
We were specially
measured for our
uniforms and
boots. The uni-
form was red and

gold and there
2 ® were 178 buttons
B ® on each, Our

coach did not be-
The corporal !ae long to the officers
came @ major. ¢ 0" Batery,
Before the Prince
left he presented me with a gold in-
scribed watch and a riding whip. Each
bore the Prince of Wales's feathers.
My two grand drivers each received a
silver watch and whip.

I served with “O" Battery, Royal
Horse Artillery from 1897-1913, was
Battery Sergeant-Major “K”’ Batteay
1913-14, was commissioned second-
lieutenant for services in the field and
retired as a major in 1920. I was 76
years of age in November last, I won-
der what happened to Drivers Giffney
and Cook?—A. S. Powley, 62 Sweet-
briar Lane, Exeter.

HOW TO GET
SOLDIER

AsEEE R EEEESEERNES

ERYING soldiers may obtain SOLDIER

from their units, canteens or AKC
cinemas. Presidents of Regimental
Institutes should ask their Chief Edu-
cation Officer for re-sale terms. Civil-
ians may buy or order SOLDIER at any
bookstall in Britain.

Those unable to obtain the magazine

through these channels may subscribe
direct to Circulation Department,
SOLDIER, 433 Holloway Road, London
N.7. The rate is 10s. 6d. a year post-
free. Cheques or postal orders should
be made payable te ‘“Command
Cashier' and crossed ‘‘afc SOLDIER."

HE was Lieutenant-General
John Manners, Marquis of
Granby, 1721-70. (See page 28.)

SOLDIER-PHILOSOPHER

In your article on the early history
of the Royal Aircraft Establishment
(September) you refer to the activities
of “‘a Lieutenant J, W. Dunne.”

Lieutenant (later Lieut-Colonel)
J. W. Dunne was one of the early
aeronautical engineers who experi-
mented with tailless aircraft of, I be-
believe, “Delta” shape. What he is
chiefly remarkable for, however, is his
book, “An Experiment with Time,”
first published in 1927. This book,
which develops Dunne’s theory of
“Serialism,” created a great stir in
literary and scientific circles and has
been an important influence on con-
temporary novelists—J. B. Priestley,
in particular, Dunne's theory of
**Serialism™” was endorsed by Sir
Arthur Eddington and I think it has
yet to be disproved.

Dunne was an interesting character,
not the first soldier-savant, and not,
one hopes, the last.— W. Stuart,
Sedenak Estate, Johore, Malaya.

Yln writing the story of Farnborough,
SOLDIER failed to connect Dunne
the airman with Dunne the philo-
sopher. He was a general's son who
served as a Yeomanry trooper and
subaltern in South Africa and then as a
Regular officer in the Royal Engineers.
His revolutionary aircraft, designed to
be stable in the air without constant
attention from the pilot, was a mono-
plane shaped like an arrow-head and
with swept-back wings. It was first
tested in Scotland. No official interest
was shown, and Dunne disposed of the
rights in France.

In “An Experiment with Time,” he
put forward the belief, based on per-
sonal experiences, that future events
are regularly foreseen in dreams. He
set out new ideas about t(ime and
claimed to have proved, by mathe-
matical means, the immortality of the
soul. He died in 1949, aged 73.

lls‘ R.ﬁ‘

I submit that the practice of address-
ing warrant officers as ‘‘sir’(Letters,
November) is based on something
more substantial than mere custom.
Queen's Regulations (1955) state that
NCOs and men will address warrant
officers as they do officers. You may,
however, still be correct, as I am un-
able to find out how officers should be
addressed since QRs do not lay it
down! — Capt. B. H. §. Clarke, G
(Tech), HQ, NORTHAG.,

Y Many readers have written in similar
vein. Queen’'s Regulations do not
specifically prescribe the use of the
word “'sir” to either officers or warrant
officers.

EMPLOYMENT IN SOUTH AFRICA

be trained as miners.

Work guaranteed by contract.

Medical aid benefits.

Immediate underground employment is available in the South

African gold mining industry for:—
(1) UNSKILLED LEARNER MINERS:—Unmarried men between 18 and
24 years of age who have had a minimum of six years of schooling, to

(2) LEARNER OFFICIALS:—Unmarried men between 18 and 22 years
of age who are eligible for a university course in mining engineering to
be trained as underground officials.

(3) ARTISANS:—Fully qualified fitters, electricians, boilermakers and
riggers under 35 years of age; preferably with some experience in heavy
industry and prepared to work underground.

CONDITIONS OF EMPLOYMENT INCLUDE:—

Basic wages and prescribed allowances.
Pension and provident fund membership.

Free transport scheme for men and families.
University scholarship scheme for learner officials.
For further details, application forms, etc., write to:—
BO X A.48, c/o J. W. Vickers & Co. Ltd., 7/8 Great Winchester 5t., London E.C.2.

APPLICANTS MUST STATE CLEARLY IN WHICH OF THE ABOVE OCCUPATIONS THEY
ARE INTERESTED

SOLDIER, the British Army Magazine, is published for the War Office by HM Stationery Office, and printed by SuN PRINTERS LTD., London and Watford. Trade distribution

inquiries: PO

433 Holloway Road, London N 7. Crown Copyright is reserved. Requests to reproduce should be addressed to Con
Viaduet Londorn EC 1. Advertisement inquiries: Messrs. Cowlishaw and Lawrence ( Advertisiag) Ltd., 14-

Box 569, London, SE 1. Army inquiries: Circulation Dept., SOLDIER, 433 Holloway Road, London N 7. (ARChway 4381). Editorial inquiries: Bditor, SOLDIER,
troller, HM Stationery Office, Atlantic House, Holborn
16 Ludgate Hill, London EC 4 (CITy 3718).
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if you can get your boots cleaned for you...but
if you can’t, you can still get Kiwi. And because
it’s the best boot polish, Kiwi makes the job much
easier. Make sure you use Kiwi . . . you'll find polish-
ing easier and your boots brighter.

Diamond Si
stone £12120

Five-stone Diamond
half-hoop £19.19.0

ROM James Walker”:

one for you—right in
craftsmanship and  valy
Every ring is guaranteed
your liking or rnona)r
funded.

Wherever you ari
James Walker RING BO
brings you the choiqh
rings from this famous

ting, three Sapphire & Diamond
10.10.6 cluster £8.8.0

22ct. Gold Wedding
Ring £3.3.0 It is yours FREE. The ¢

are shown exact to siz
that you can buy by
chase tax if you With absolute confidenc
buy from abroad

You pay no pur-

for dellvery abroad The gems are carefully sel
(not in U. K. matched and mounted ta
out the maximum of fire

beauty from each Dia

JamesWalke

deep shine with

Kiwl BLACK

%

Truly an

Imperial Lather!

irom a iamous

London House

When you buy from
Sugden’s, you are buying
from expert furriers, whose
productions are prized by
ladies all over the country.
The collection offers a
range of exquisite styles,
at the moderate prices -
for which SUGDEN’S are

noted. See this example.

It’s good to feel
Imperial —to have a
lather so bland that
even a stiff beard must
| soften and make way
for a feeling of confi-

dence and well-being.

Ciassons bt

IMPERIAL LEATHER |SQUIRREL CONEY, showing

new fashion features. Exceptional

ShaVing StiCk s CASH PRICE z; gns.

Orders by post can be Fully illustrated

placed with confidence,
FROM ALL GOOD SHOPS | SUGDEN'S reputa-

tion is a guarantee of

CATALOGUE will

7u Ve,

' FLOOR SHOW oo

186 REGENT ST wNDON‘“‘

gladly be sent post

satisfaction. free on application.

" CUSSONS OF 84 BROOK ST, GROSVENOR SQ, LONDON Wi
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