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Gen Guthrie appointed CDS

GEN Sir Charles Guthrie is to succeed Fd Mar- the United Kingdom. Subsequent appoint-

Incorporating the Territarial Army magazine shal Sir Peter Inge as Chief of the Defence Staff ments included command of the 4th Armoured
Nov 11, 1996 Vol 52/23 in April. He will remain in the rank of general. Brigade in Germany. In 1992 he became the last
Cal(o) N T E=iND & r\f-' Gen Guthrie has been Chief of the General Commander Northern Army Group and Com-

\-"QJ" JJEJ\_I “r‘) Staff since March 1994 mander-in-Chief BAOR.
= when he took over from the A keen sportsman, Gen
10 l'lf_eSty le man he now replaces. Gen Guthrie was a schoolboy
Service families could Sir Roger Wheeler, cur- rugby international and
trial passports for pets rently C-in-C Land Com- was capped for the Army in
mand, will be the new CGS. the 1964 Inter-Services

12 Peopl e Sir Charles was commis- tournament.

sioned into the Welsh Gen Wheeler, who was

15 Letters Guards in 1050 and went on commissioned into The

Time to ditch ‘drab’ to command the regiment’s Gen Guthrie Gen Wheeler Royal Ulster Rifles in

i3

old khaki image 1st Battalion in Berlin and Northern Ireland. 1964, has been in charge at Land Command
- He became a troop commander with 22nd since March. Before taking up that appointment
16 Castilemartin Special Air Service Regiment in 1966 and he had spent three years as General Officer

served in Aden, the Persian Gulf, Malaysia and Commanding Northern Ireland.
East Africa. In 1968, as a squadron commander
with 22 SAS, he served in the Persian Gulf and @ Constable of the Tower of London - Page 26

Pembroke Panzers
break 35-year link

18 Chip cartoons

19 Bosnia
IFOR signallers
20 IFOR ‘wreckers’ get
their act together Fo E tl
Liberation Parade g l
24 COVUEF SO -
= new Rapier

THE ROYAL Artillery has taken delivery of the latest and most
sophisticated version of Rapier, its low-level anti-aircraft missile.

22 Hong Kong
Colony marks last

Two units of the Rapier
Field Standard C (FSC) were
handed over to the Army and
the Royal Air Force at Royal
Artillery Barracks, Woolwich,
on October 18.

Brig Mark Douglas-Withers
accepted FSC - described as
the most capable weapon
system of its type available

Capt David Reynolds
of 5 Airborne Brigade

launches himself off a today — on behalf of the Royal
fearsome 250ft railway Artillery.

viaduct in Switzerland On parade with their new
during an international Qquipmen[ were 30 Ba[tery
commando raid com- (Roger’s Company), part of
petition. Photographer Woolwich-based 16 Regiment
Chns' Fletcher !’lad to RA, and 15 Squadron, RAF
abseil off the viaduct Regifnent. from RAF Halag
as well to get this dra- meng Cnt, 1o BURE

matic picture

26 Diary

Jordan veterans want

To music played by the Band Air Marshal Sir Roger Austin, Deputy Chief of Defence Procurement
f the Roval Artll d th (Operations), accompanied by battery commander Maj Adam Grew,
%Vest:,rn Og:nd ;fl tﬁiy;;;F 48 meets men of 30 Bty during the handover of Rapier FSC at Woolwich

. | large vehicles and trailers drove Rapier has been around for lands in 1982, where it was
to strike own meda past before demonstrating how about 30 years. credited with 14 kills and a
= the system will be deployed The original Field Standard number of probables from 24
296R Angllan and brought into action. A was deployed to the Falk- missiles fired.

3 Mwiew Challenger 2 in service by mid-1998

The extraordinary

‘secrets’ of Brixmis CHALLENGER 2 will come into service with

the British Army in June 1998, Defence Secre-

32 Postcard: 2 tary Michael Portillo said in a written answer to
the Commons on October 24.

40 SPort First unit to be equipped is expected to be the
\: _/  Royal Scots Dragoon Guards in Fallingbostel.
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me proud tﬁbeB"t'sn have trusted Natocars over the
past 30 years to supply their
new car.

Fortunately, many more cars
than this have been bought
from Natocars because so many
customers come back time and
again - some well on their way
to double figures!

NATOCARS -
| THE KEY TO YOUR EXCITING So, why do Natocars’ customers

NEW MONTEGO
display such loyalty? They tell
us it’s because we are caring,
competitive and they feel secure

and want for nothing.

Well they would, wouldn'’t they,
you might say because they're

looking for an even better deal

next time - and they get it!
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Dunblane range closed permanently

WHITESTON Range, close
to the cemetery where 13 of
the children and the teacher
killed in the Dunblane tragedy
are buried, is to remain perma-
nently closed.

It was shut down by the

Paderborn
brigade
HQ back
in Bosnia

DETAILS of British follow-on
forces in Bosnia became clear-
er as Paderborn-based HQ 20
Armoured Brigade, led by Brig
David Leakey, relieved 1 Mech-
anised Brigade at Sipovo.

It is the first brigade head-
quarters to return to Bosnia.

Supported by 200 HQ and
Signal Regiment, 20 Bde is
expected to be in theatre for six
months. It returned to Ger-
many only last October after
six months at Gornji Vakuf.

At the same time, the lst
Battalion, The Green Howards
replaced the 1st Battalion, The
Worcestershire and Sherwood
Foresters Regiment at Sipovo.

EARLY RETURN

There are hopes for an early
return from Gornji Vakuf for
the 1st Battalion, The Royal
Green Jackets, but no decision
has been taken to replace them.
The Queen’s Dragoon Guards,
however, are due to return next
month, with the Royal Scots
Dragoon Guards standing by
to replace them. In other moves,
1 Royal Horse Artillery expects
to be replaced by 4 Regiment
RA, and 36 Engineer Regi-
ment by 39 Engr Regt.

It is expected that the UK
will provide a significant con-
tingent once the composition of
follow-on forces has been decid-
ed. No announcement has been
made on a replacement for HQ
1 Armoured Division.

Logisticians at Kupres have
reduced holding of stores and
ammunition by 30 per cent and
are preparing the ground at
Sarajevo for when the German-
led Land Centre HQ replaces
the British-led ARRC HQ.

Army in May after the sound of
gunfire caused distress to
bereaved families visiting the
cemetery.

The closure was announced
by Defence Secretary Michael
Portillo after the Army con-

cluded it would be inappropri-
ate to re-open what was a valu-
able training asset against the
wishes of those affected by the

massacre.
Training will be transferred
to other ranges in Scotland.

The Duke of Kent meets Gdsm Graeme Trappe, Graeme Fairweather
and Guy Walker during his visit to the 1st Battalion, Scots Guards at
Musgrave Park military base near Belfast. The Duke, who is Colonel
of the regiment, was met by Lt Col Archie Miller-Bakewell, CO 1 SG.
He also toured the Guards’ base at Fort Whiterock in the west of the city

Queen approves
European medal
for Bosnia duty

BRITISH troops who served
in or supported Western Euro-
pean Union operations in former
Yugoslavia will be eligible to
receive the WEU Mission Ser-
vice Medal with the clasp
“Former Yugoslavia 19927,

The Queen has approved the
medal, although only a handful
of British soldiers are expected
to qualify.

Qualifying periods are 30
days’ continuous or accumu-
lated service in the theatre of
WEU operations since July 22,
1992, or 90 days’ continuous
or accumulated service in the

INITIAL rent for properties leas-
ed back by MoD after being sold
to the private sector will be £111
million. — Parfiamentary reply.

area of operations outside the
former Yugoslavia or the Adri-
atic — Hungary or Romania —
since July 1, 1992.

Few British Service person-
nel are expected to receive the
medal because they are eligible
for only one from the
UNPROFOR Medal, the UN
Special Service Medal, the
NATO Medal or the WEU
Mission Service Medal for the
same period of operational ser-
vice.

Permission for more than
one medal will be granted only
when there is a clear difference
between each period of quali-
fying service.

The medal ribbon is in
WEU blue and yellow-gold.

Details are available in DCI
General 280 and 281/96.

A summary of Defence
topics from Westminster

Gulf iliness:
‘We'll get
to the truth’

PLEDGES were made in the
Commons by senior ministers
that the Ministry of Defence is
determined to get to the bottom
of health issues concerning Gulf
War veterans.

Defence Secretary Michael
Portillo referred to the official
announcement early last month
(and reported in the last issue of
Soldier) that it was now realised
organophosphate insecticides
(OPs) “were more widely used
in the Gulf than we had
thought”.

In his speech on October 14
opening the debate on the
Defence Estimates, he went on:
“l regret that the House has
been given misleading informa-
tion in answers that ministers
have given in good faith on the
basis of advice.”

Closing the debate the follow-
ing day after the matter had
been raised by several speak-
ers, Armed Forces Minister
Nicholas Soames said the MoD
had commissioned an urgent
and detailed investigation into
the use of OPs in the Gulf and
he would report to the House
when it was complete.

Meanwhile, the Medical Res-
earch Council would recommend
a programme of research into
Gulf health issues this month.

“Let me make it clear that the
Government is fully and wholly
committed, as we must be, to
the health of our Servicemen
and women . . . The use of OP
pesticides is a new factor and
may be a pointer. But | give you
my personal assurance, Mr
Deputy Speaker, that we shall
find out whatever there is to dis-
cover.”

d In written answers on Octo-
ber 15, Mr Soames told Mr Llew
Smith that records indicated
that no British troops served
directly with the US Army’s 37th
Engineer Battalion during Op
Granby, nor were any involved
with US Army clean-up opera-
tions in the An-Nasiriyah area in
1991 after the war.
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OLYMPIC athlete Sgt Kelly
Holmes has taken on a new
challenge - using her interna-
tional experience to spur Army
athletics to greater success.

The British 1,500m and
800m record-holder is trying
to persuade the Amateur Ath-
letic Association to recognise
the Army team so it can enter
championships in its own right
rather than individually.

Sgt Holmes is seeking sup-
port from her own sponsors,
Nike, and other companies to

provide the Army with sports-
wear, equipment, and warm-
weather training facilities.

Meanwhile, Sgt Holmes,
whose Olympic hopes were
dashed by a stress fracture to
the lower left leg, is working
hard to rebuild her own fit-
ness. If her training continues
to go well, she hopes to race in
the Waikiki Road Mile in Hon-
olulu this month.

Speaking about her new
role, she said: “Civilian athlet-
ics bodies do not recognise the

Kelly heads sport initiative

excellent work being done by
the Army to foster athletics in
this country. I hope to act as a
bridge between the Service
and civilian athletics to benefit
both groups. The Army has
supported me throughout my
running career, so I’'m trying
to return the compliment.”

Sgt Holmes is also involved

in the Army’s nationwide
Schools  Challenge  pro-
gramme which encourages

youngsters to take up the
sport.

Sgt Kelly Holmes in action

Crash
victims
praise
Service
airmen

ARMY and Royal Air Force
helicopter crews in Northern
Ireland have been praised for
their quick reaction to a near-
fatal accident at Enniskillen,
Co Fermanagh.

The pilot of a civil helicopter
and two Ulster journalists were
among the most seriously
injured when the aircraft
crash-landed three miles out-
side the town.

An Army Lynx pilot on a
routine sortie 50 miles away
picked up the mayday call and
radioed for help. An RAF
Puma launched from Gros-
venor Barracks, Enniskillen,
was on the accident scene
within minutes, making two
trips to ferry five casualties to a
local hospital and taking a
doctor to the crash site.

A second Puma carrying an
eight-man patrol from the 4th
Battalion, The Royal Irish
Regiment flew to the area to
assist the emergency services.

b
Cpl Julie Oakley and LCpl Sarah Dickin move a casualty to the wards during 212 Field Hospital’s Exercise
Petit Mash at Saighton Barracks, Chester. Army cadets members provided the war wounded for the exercise

Irish hotshots on target

A BRITISH Army combat
shooting team made up exclu-
sively of members of The
Royal Irish Regiment stole the
show at an international cham-
pionships in South Africa.

Of the 30 matches in the
week-long competition, the
Army marksmen won 26 out-
right and filled the top three
places in the remaining four.

They also provided the top
three in the individual champi-
onships.

Teams from the USA, Italy,
Zimbabwe, Australia, Oman,
Canada and Great Britain took
part in the event at Bloem-
fontein. Hot, windy and dusty
conditions, rarely encountered
at Ballykinler, made the suc-
cess all the more praiseworthy,

Defence Int training under one roof

A SINGLE, joint Services
defence intelligence and secu-
rity training centre which will
eventually produce savings of
£5 million a year on current
costs was formed at RAF
Chicksands on October 1.

When collocation is com-
plete, the Defence Intelligence
and Security Centre (DISC),
an agency with 500 service and
civilian staff, will comprise
units formerly based at Ash-
ford and Garats Hay, RAF sta-

tions North Luffenham and
Wyton, and HMS Mercury.
The centre will also train
other intelligence agencies,
Armed Forces Minister
Nicholas Soames said in a
written reply to the Commons.

said team captain Maj Jack
Tisdall.

Every member of his squad
finished in the top 29 in a field
of 440, an impressive debut on
the British team’s debut in the
competition.

The Royal Irish Regiment
was asked by the Army Rifle
Association to make up the
team after its superb perfor-
mance in getting 22 soldiers
into the Army 100. The party
that went to South Africa was
drawn from 3, 4, 7 and 8 R
Irish.

CONSULTANTS, including man-
agement advisers, cost the MoD
£150.8 million in 1995-96. — Par-
liamentary reply.

Picture: Huddersfield Examiner



BRITAIN’S LEADING SUPPLIER OF KIT TO THE PROFESSIONALS

- PRO-BOOTS

Latest issue Goretex severe
weather boots. Speed lace.
Waterproof. Durable.
Breathable. Special
once only offer.
RRP £150.00

Bargain £80.00

HI-TEC Magnum leather /
% cordura lightweight combat boots,
ideal for tactical use.

Magnum Boots
£39.99
lagnum Sympatex
100% wiproof £70.00
Magnum All Leather
£50.00

1) Army Issue
Assault Boots
New £39.99
Goretex Army
Issue Boot Liners.
(Mid calf length)
New £16.99
Army Issue 80%
wool socks. £2.99

(1)
2

3)

(3)

gig} Danner & Matterhorn Boots
3 Severe weather. Thinsulate.

Goretex. Vibram sol

VO

CWC G10
NON DATED £55.00
DATED £68.00
STRAPS £6.99
Military Issue Watches.
CWC are genuine issue.
Beware of copies with similar

Assault vest. 8 a

sounding names.
Only available from
Silverman'’s.
CWC CHRONO
QUARTZ £220.00

T

Soldier ‘95 PLCE DPM Tactical Ops.

wrted pouches plus 2 large
map/storage
pockets. Holster
attached inside.

I size fully
adjustable
mesh vest,

fastening
front. Built to

[B% 1 last. NEW £125.00
Only available from Silverman’s

quick release

PLCE Chest Rig

il .
Genuine Issue. 3 ammo, 2 utility
Pouches. Main body of rig is a large
storage area. Built to last.
DPM or Green £44.99

Merllin Snu" =
Softie 3
sleeping bag.
Insulates down to
zero degrees. Packs
very small. £55.99
Full range of SnugPak and
Military Issue sleeping bags
available. Goretex Military Issue
Bivvy Bags alse in stock.

MECHANICAL £299.00

Genuine SAS,
PARA and
GORETEX
smocks.
All s

Stay Warm

and comf(‘)nublc,. < DPM
Buffalo Sp6 Shirts: £79.99 Light- -

Olive or Black weight

Original Mountain Shirts 'Trupical

£72.99: Olive Sae &

All other Buffalo kit stocked Stotk

Latest Issue 50 litre
DPM Patrol Pack
Genuine British
Military Bergen.
Heavy duty, cordura
material. Water-
¥ proof; with two side
I pouches.

© Excellent Kit.

NEW £65.00

PLCE Bergen 125
litre. Side pouches
make a 35 litre day
patrol pack. Cordura
outer, lightweight
and durable.
Only £145.00

¥ Berghaus Vulcan £175
Full range of Berghaus and Military
issue rucksacks in stock.

JRETEL: 0171 7 900 900 Fax: 0171 791 0008
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| Name: Initials:
| Address:

| Postcode: Day Tel:
| Eve Tel: Title/Rank:

1 Car for use in (country): Date required:

Rover Tourer [] |

100 Series []
MGEF []

1

1

! Tam interested in:

. 800 Series [] 600 Series []  New 400 Series []

! New 200 Series [] Rover Coupe [] Rover Cabriolet []

| Mini []

i TAX FREE FOR EXPORT []

II Ple ost to SCE Lid, FREEPOST, Faringdon, Oxon SN7 SBR UK ( No stamp required if muailed in UK or BFPO)
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]
1

TAX PAID FOR UK USE [ |

|
<

AT HOME AND OVERSEAS

‘Benefit from dealing direct with the leading exclusive
Rover International Supply Specialists.

Big savings from Rover/SCE
concessions - Tax Free + Tax Paid

Fast friendly and efficient
telephone enquiry and mail
order service

Flexible finance tailored to suit
you (subject to status), now
including Rover Select
Optional Purchase Scheme for
qualifying buyers

» Easy used car disposal-agreed

price before handover day
Delivery where you want it, or
shipping arranged
Widespread after sales care
network

If it’s Rover...it’s SCE
Hundreds of customers return over...
and over again...

SC

INTERNATIONALI
SUPPLY
\'pa’fjaflcr

FE Uk HOTLINE 01367 241225
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Walkers shaken but not stirred

DESPITE an earthquake
potent enough to collapse the
control tent, a three-man team
from HQ 5 Airborne Brigade
won the two-day, 78km
Cyprus Walkabout in a time of
11hr 3min, six minutes ahead
of 7 Parachute RHA.

Chelsea
honours
London
signallers

MORE than 100 members of
31 Signal Regiment (Volun-
teers) exercised their civic right
to march through the streets of
Chelsea on October 13.

Men and women from
squadrons based in Chelsea,
Southfields, Coulsdon and
Eastbourne were accompanied
by the Inns of Court and City
Yeomanry Band of the Royal
Yeomanry. Many Chelsea Pen-
sioners were among the specta-
tors who watched the parade
from the Royal Hospital along
the Embankment to The Duke
of York’s Barracks.

After inspecting the troops,
Councillor John Corbet-Sin-
gleton, Honorary Colonel of
the regiment and Mayor of the
Royal Borough, took the
salute. Many former members
of the regiment and represen-
tatives from the 56 Division
Royal Signals Association were
present. :

Only two other units enjoy
Chelsea’s civic honour, which
ranks alongside the Freedom
conferred on distinguished
individuals. The 31 Signals’
honour dates back to 1959
when it was awarded to the
then Army Phantom Signal
Regiment (Princess Louise’s
Kensington Regiment), for
more than 100 years of loyal
service.

Fifty teams started the event,
which was administered by B
Company, lst Battalion, The
Royal Berkshire, Gloucester-
shire and Wiltshire Regiment.

While competitors and sup-
port staff were prepared for
blistering heat, no one expect-

ed the earthquake, which reg-
istered 6.3 on the Richter
Scale, the strongest recorded
on Cyprus for many years.
Teams raced 39km from sea
level to Troodos Station on the
first day, and via Lophou and
Pakhna to sea level on day two.

P

FINAL ADJUSTMENT

London Garrison Sergeant Major WO1 Perry Mason makes final

adjustments as a Guard of Honour from the 1st Battalion, Irish
Guards parades before the State Opening of Parliament by the Queen

MORE than 150 doctors, nurses
and paramedics from 203 (Welsh)
Field Hospital (Volunteers) based
themselves in a Victorian fort for
the duration of their two-week
annual camp, Exercise Warm
Infusion.

From Tregantle in Cornwall, the
Welsh Medics took part in a two-
day military skills exercise, carried
out five days of adventurous train-

ing and completed a battlefield
advanced trauma life support
course.

@ Overall winner of the 101
(London) Engineer Regiment
(EOD) RE(V) march and shoot
competition was Dartford-based
22 Squadron. Best performance
on the assualt course was by 221
Sgn (Rochester), while 220 Sgn

(Heston) won the trophy for indi-
vidual expertise on test stands.

® An Army Careers Office has
re-opened in Birkenhead six years
after the old one closed. An open-
ing ceremony was attended by Lt
Col Bryan Watters, commanding
officer of the 1st Battalion, The
Cheshire Regiment, which has
close recruiting links with the area.

e: Mike Weston

What the papers have been saying

Company
seeks tank
lease deal

BRITISH troops could roll into
battle in tanks owned by the
parent of the Grey Green bus
group if talks between Cowie,
the Newcastle-based motor
group, and the MoD bear fruit.
The company is keen to tie up a
deal in which it could own Chal-
lenger tanks and lease them to
the Army. — Independent

3 Agriculture Minister Dou-
glas Hogg is proposing a review
of Britain's quarantine rules
which could lead to the world's
toughest rabies controls being
scrapped. — Times

1 Lawyers co-ordinating
compensation claims by 1,000
Gulf War veterans are planning
their own medical testing pro-
gramme. — Independent.

[ Euro chief Jacques Santer
has come under fire over moves
to put Brussels in charge of
Britain’s Armed Forces. — Sun

1 Opening of the country's
second “boot camp” for young
offenders, at the Colchester Mil-
itary Corrective Training Centre,
is being delayed because of
fears that it may be illegal for the
military to run a prison with civil-
ian inmates. — Independent

(1 Belgian soldiers will have to
pay for their uniforms because
of austerity cuts to ensure their
country can join the EU single
currency. — Daily Telegraph

1 NATO countries have
instructed their military officials
to start work on a possible new
peace force for Bosnia to
replace the existing mission
when its mandate expires on
December 20. — Independent

1 Two of the largest Gurkha
veteran groups have written to
the Government asking for a
significant increase in pensions.
— Daily Telegraph

Fies a fact e

TOTAL strength of the Regular
Armed Forces by April 1, 1999
is estimated to be 213,500,
compared with 302,400 in 1992.
— Parliamentary reply.




Pets, postings
and passports

MY CAT gets fan mail. | get letters
asking for advice and information
but my cat gets fan mail. In case
you think I'm mad, let me explain.

From time to time | stand in for
colleagues on BFBS who broad-
cast music programmes. It's very
light-hearted and, once | began to
talk about Doris the cat and her
exploits, | started to get letters
addressed to her from all over the
world. The signatures were feline!

All great fun, but it underlines
something important.
Cats and dogs are,
for most Service fam-
ilies, not fashionable
accessories but a
source of affection
and a symbol of sta-
bility. The debate
about UK guarantine
laws will not have
come a moment too
soon for all cat and
dog owners waiting
for a posting home.

Everyone has a
drum to bang when discussing
quarantine regulations. Owners
of kennels and catteries specialis-
ing in long-staying clients object
to being portrayed as heartless
jailers of defenceless creatures.

Many go to great lengths to
make pets feel at home.

One cattery | know of gives
each animal its own carpeted
room with beds and cushions and
access to television. It keeps a file
on the likes and dislikes of every
occupant.

Even so, | cannot bring myself
to leave Doris there for six months.
Not because the owners aren't
kind or caring, but because | have
grown very attached to my pet.

Critics will say
this is silly senti-
mentalism and that
the possibility of
rabies in British
wildlife is far too
serious to be dis-
cussed by such
emotive  people.
Becoming attached to an animal
is a sentimental act. To people
who have never had a pet it may
appear to be an irrational one, but
for thousands of Service families
the family cat or dog is part of the
household.

Not only is the issue clouded by
sentiment but political and eco-
nomic factors come into play.
Since few of us have enough
technical knowledge to refute or
support the arguments of the
experts, there is little we can do
but trust that they know what they
are talking about.

Every faction, both pro- and
anti-quarantine, is able to field an
expert to prove its point, so who

10

tions because the penalties for
breaking them are severe.

are we to believe? Personally |
would like to believe those who
say technology has made it possi-
ble to allow the transportation of
pets with proper vaccination
records and proof of identity. But |
am not impartial. | can see how
the system could be abused, and
| am not sure it would be safe for
owners to take their pets on a fort-
night's holiday every year under
the Passporis for Pets scheme.
This is an area which can only be
addressed by a vet-
erinary expert.

| do believe a spe-
cial case could be
made for Service and
diplomatic families.
After all, they live in
settled communities
with access to good
veterinary care,
under rules which
make it easy to keep
track of paperwork.

They also have to
abide by the regula-

Given this environment, |
believe Service families would be
the best group to pilot a scheme
to use a passport system for pets.

But campaigners wanting to
see a change in the law shouldn’t
underestimate the degree of fear
that exists to change. Neither
should they be naive enough to
believe the argument is a purely
technical one. It is a battle waged
by people with vested interests.

Service families with pets have
a vested interest in the sense that
they have no wish to be parted
from their pets, but they have
nothing to gain in the political or

economic sense.

‘I believe Service | believe most
families would be
the best group to
pilot a scheme to
use a passport

system for pets’ port

would be prepared
to take part in a trial
that involved, for
example, a combi-
nation of pet pass-
and home
quarantine. Such a
trial could yield vital information
about the effectiveness of vac-
cines while protecting the public.

The Service pet-owning popu-
lation could be easily monitored,
and is, | imagine, large enough to
provide a statistically sound
sample. It is also made up of
responsible people who would be
unlikely to break the rules.

Until such a trial takes place,
however, | shall content myself
with answering my cat’s fan mail
from feline friends overseas.

® Cari Roberts presents
Counterpoint on BFBS radio.
Write to her at BFBS, BFPO
786; c/o Soldier.

Card carrier: a soldier tries out the new Naafi telephone facility

charge card.

With the Calling Card service, Naafi customers can
charge the cost of telephone calls, made to and from
more than 45 countries worldwide — including the
United Kingdom — direct to their Naafi account.

By dialling a Freephone access (for which there will
be a charge in some areas) and keying in their Naafi
account number and PIN (personal identification
number), customers can make calls — automatically
connected to network operator Energis — from most
pay phones, hotel phones and mobiles. Direct-dial
facilities are available from key Army locations
— Cyprus, Germany and other west European coun-
tries, Hong Kong, Sardinia and the UK — with an Eng-
lish-speaking Energis operator on hand 24 hours a day.

SOLDIERS round the world will be able to keep in
touch with their families, using their Naafi budget or

“Most people have suffered the frustrations of
wanting to make an important phone call, only to find

they have no foreign change or their phone card has

director.

run out,” said John Loaring, Naafi's financial services

“Naafi recognises that, more than most civilians,
soldiers travelling throughout the world need to stay in
touch with their loved ones, but often find themselves
in less than ideal circumstances — just docked at a for-
eign port, on exercise in Germany, or without the for-
eign currency in Bosnia.”

The facility also provides a messaging service for
unanswered or engaged calls. Details are available
from Sarah Wintle on 01734 795754.

@ Naafi account holders signing up to the Calling
Card facility before November 30 will receive £5 worth
of free calls, from anywhere in the world.

Services
education
looks to
the future

ALTHOUGH many Service schools
in north-west Europe and further
afield have disappeared as a con-
sequence of drawdown, education
services to the more isolated
Forces communities have become
more flexible.

This year for the first time a Ser-
vice teacher from Cyprus was sec-
onded to British Army Training Unit
Suffield (BATUS) in Alberta to
serve in the Canadian primary
school which British children
attend, lan Mitchelson, Chief Exec-
utive of Service Children’s Educa-
tion, told a London gathering.

“As romantic names such as
Sek Kong fall from our vocabulary
with the closure of schools, at the
same time new names — Heidel-
berg and Prairie Rose — become
familiar terms,” he told 400 former
teachers and education personnel
from around the world attending a
50th anniversary celebration for
the British Forces Education Ser-
vice and Service Children’s Educa-
tion Authority.

There was no doubt that recent
years had been ones of upheaval
and turmoil, inevitably associated
in many people’s eyes with the
post-Options for Change draw-
down, Mr Mitchelson said.

“Certainly there have been
years when we sadly had to close
many schools: in north-west
Europe no fewer than 35; in Hong
Kong the whole of Service chil-

lan Mitchelson, Chief Executive
of Service Children’s Education

dren’s education has come to an
end, while even in the relative calm
of Cyprus there has been one
school closure and another is in
prospect.”

However, he added, they would
also be remembered as years of
great innovation and development.

During that time, the Service
schools had not only remained in
“remarkably good heart” but had
seen improvement in both exami-
nation results and national corricu-
lum tests which left them
consistently ahead of schools in
the United Kingdom.

“At the secondary level, we can
boast to be among the top ten of
local examination authorities with
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SSAFA
course
opens a
few eyes

CONFIDENCE-building and basic
listening and responding skills
were among subjects tackled by a
record number of 28 volunteers at
the latest SSAFA information and
resource awareness course.

Held at Salmond House in
Rheindahlen, the three-and-a-half
day course is designed
essentially for Servicemen
and women and their
dependants interested in
welfare work, and who may
want to become communi-
ty volunteers in the future.

Among the representa-
tives present was Cherry
Milne, chairman of the
Army Families Federation,
who dropped in on the
course during a one-day
visit to Rheindahlen.

Cathy Dobson, senior
SSAFA social worker from
JHQ, spoke about the
social work service and Gill
Whitlock, health analyst
from the Health Commis-
sion, answered questions
about the new structure of
primary and secondary
health care in BFG.

Speakers from CAST,
HIVE, Homestart, Relate,
the WRVS and representa-

Learners’ line-up: Volunteers who att

our public examination results,
while with the national curriculum
tests in each subject and at each
level we are consistently ahead of
UK average figures,” said Mr
Mitchelson.

“We have seen the introduction
of teacher appraisal and, despite
the fact that we are no longer
known as the British Families Edu-
cation Service, we have arrange-
ments now under which adults can
join our secondary examination
classes.”

POSTGRADUATES

At the same time, he pointed
out, Service schools co-operate
with the Open University to provide
teaching practice facilities for
those dependants who are under-
taking a distant learning postgrad-
uate certificate of education.

“Although there are no longer
schools at Iserlohn, Hemer, Werl
and Soest, nor in Dortmund Nien-
burg or many other places,” said
Mr Mitchelson, “| think | can assure
you that the spirit of Service chil-
dren’s education — by whatever
name it has been known in the
past, or will be known in the future
— continues in the very best tradi-
tion.”

EVERY garrison in BFG con-
tains a HIVE (Help Information
Voluntary Exchange).

But, as Fiona Cook of BFG's
Community Activities Support
Team (CAST) at JHQ Rhein-
dahlen is anxious to point out,
the HIVEs are for everyone -
not just a place for wives to
drink coffee.

Open to single soldiers, civil-
ians, dependants, families and
anyone connected with a garri-
son, they do not consider rank
as a priority, she says.

“Each HIVE is run by a co-
ordinator, carefully selected
not only for her administrative
skills, but her personality. Your
question will always be dealt
with efficiently and, if you have
a problem, within the guide-
lines of confidentiality,” Fiona
Cook points out.

The co-ordinator is obliged
to attend two training courses
run by CAST - the HIVEs’ head-
quarters — on which she is
expected to absorb a consider-
able amount of information. Her
ability to deal with welfare prob-

ended the SSAFA information course at Rheindahlen

lems will be tested. “When you
meet her, she is adequately pre-
pared to help you with whatever
you throw at her,” says Fiona.

HIVEs hold a vast amount of
information ranging from bene-
fits and allowances to local
activities. If someone has a
query which the co-ordinator
cannot deal with, she will refer
the person concerned to a rele-
vant agency, or contact CAST
(HQ) Information Centre.

As Fiona puts it: “Do pay a
visit to your HIVE. You'll be
amazed what they have to offer
- and we guarantee you will be
satisfied with your answer.”

tives from the Army and
RAF welfare departments
explained their differing
roles within BFG’s welfare struc-
ture. SSAFA Training Officer Mar-
jorie  Whitehead examined the
important issue of confidentiality
and there was a session on
bereavement and loss.

Some volunteers said they had
been unaware SSAFA was able to
offer such a wide range of support.

® Applicants for the next SSAFA
information course for volunteers
(at Rheindahlen, March 4-7)
should write or telephone for
details and an application form to
SSAFA Information Office, HQ
SSAFA WE, BFPO 140, tel JHQ
Mil 2272 or civil 02161 472272.

Calling patriotic poets

ANCHOR Books is asking retired
and serving soldiers to submit a
poem about their patriotic experi-
ences for possible inclusion in an
anthology.

Royalties from published work —
which can cover anything from “a
meaningful memory to a comical
calamity or a moment which made
you proud in your platoon” — will be
donated to a charity which receives
the most nominations from contrib-
utors. Details from Lucy Jeacock,
01733 230759, fax 230751.

"



Better

Nearly 60 years after they were com-
missioned, 96-year-old Graham
Martin-Turner (front left) and Herbert
Fitzroy Robinson, 82, (front right)
were among recipients of Commis-
sioning Parchments (Royal War-
rants), signed by King George VI,
which had only recently been deliv-
ered to the Sussex Yeomanry.

The parchments — normally posted
to individuals — were presented on this
occasion by the Master Gunner, Gen
Sir Martin Farndale (front centre).

Also receiving belated warrants in
the Sussex Yeomanry’s Officers’
Mess were relatives of other officers
who had been commissioned into six Sussex artillery regiments
between January 1938 and April 1939.

The search continues for another 33 recipients or their relatives.

g

Hoping to make his mark is Lt Col Roddy Riddell (right),
ing officer of Perth-based 3rd Battalion, The Black Watch. Handing over to
him is outgoing CO Lt Col James Murray, under whose command the
battalion has served in Bosnia, Belize and the Falkland Islands. Lt Col
Riddell served under him as training major last year.
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Two senior staff members from the
office of the Prime Minister of Namibia
called on the Soldier headquarters in -
Aldershot during a tour of Army units in Southern England.
Etienne Maritz (left), Deputy Director Consultancy Services,
and Frikkie Mouton (right), Deputy Director Resource Man-
agement, were accompanied by Terry Matthews (centre),
senior consultant from the Guildford-based Army Management
Services, which hosted the visitors from Africa for a fortnight.
Namibia, with its relatively new Government machine, is

With his
squadron
deploying on
an operational
tour to Bosnia,

taking a close look at how Great Britain is managing change in complete with
its own public service. “You are successful in the UK," said Eti- 65 vehicles
enne. “We are using you as a model.” and millions of
pounds of
. Pointing out a feature to Sgt ﬁg?s";lgﬂ;&f
di cam . Jimmie Wedlock on the ment, SSgt
Cana an Fulbeck Training Area, Lin- (SQN,IS) Taff :
{ 7 : : colnshire, is SSgt Ted Alden, 1 (UK) - i
Maj Jonty Palmer, of The King's Royal : Wioods. B fram 200 ADSR, was an | ’ ‘ < = i
Hussars, applies a touch of camouflage to : i g?(?ﬁ;;c;n rti:i}ri_gkg:'ii&;gg?st extremely ) i |
a youthful cowboy during an exercise on | TN B S busy man. Pens poised as they prepare to | e
the Canadian prairie. Tar?k Company 1 of i ' - Look, which aimed at theo- ? Too busy, in sign ap Memorandur% F:)f pUnder- ﬂreer meéen
the KRH happened to come across a huge fatically siting more than 80 fact, to train - : standing between the MoD, the ‘s - -
centennial cattle drive, celebrating Cana- bulk fuel 4 and 8-tonne for the Army ; i : Industry and Training Department T A et
dian settlers’ history, during its current stint vehicles and 230 war-estab- shoot at Bisley. But “Q" Alden, pictured at the Welsh Office and the Careers Service Wales Association (CSWA) on tri-
as the opposition force at British Army lished volunteers to test Bosnian Serb Vrbanja range near Banja Luka, Service recruitment responsibilities are (left to right) Air Commodore Mike
Training Unit Suffield (BATUS). junior NCOs at warrant offi- arrived at Bisley, grabbed a rifle, had 15 minutes Butler, Director of Recruiting and Selection (RAF); Dr John Llewellyn
Mutual fascination was shown in cer to major level. " to zero and then took the competition shoot . . . (CSWA); Brig Simon Hill RM, Director of Naval Recruiting; Dr Tony Peters
horses, cattle, chuck wagons — and tanks. (Welsh Office) and Brig John Milne, Director of Army Recruiting.
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Soldiers are
there when you
need them...

TREKKER

COMPASSES — For the Professionals
LUNDHAGS — Mountain boots
ORIENTEERING — Equipment
GPS Compass & Navigator
AVOCET ® — Altimeters
LAKOTA® - Knives
ETERNA® — Binoculars

For Brochures, contact the
Silva Sales Office:
Silva (UK) Ltd : S 1 b e Do F
PO Box 53, Egham, Surrey TW20 8SA " Couresy o Solcier Magazine

Tel: (01784) 471721 ...please be there when
Fax: (01784) 471097 they need you

The Army Benevolent Fund provides help to any man

- Tailors or woman and their families if they are serving or have
G. B. GOldlng Ll-d served in the British Army and are in real need. This help
Military Livery and Civilian Tailors is given in two ways: through grants to supplement Corps

or Regimental aid and by financial support to over 70

national charities providing for the special needs of those

= in distress.
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o (;/‘ ratMuiary Frasas o where state assistance is inapplicable, inadequate or
i
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' for those who served their country.
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We owe a lot to the soldiers who fought so hard for our freedom and our future and continue
to protect us. | would like to mak_ﬂrus cnmrl_hutwm to help those of them who are in need
[ i o s e == —_—— —— — —— .—1 | lenclose a donationof €10 ] €150 ] £250 1 Otherf |
. . . Please charge my Access/Visa/CharityCard N 5
| Our Representative will call at your I | "’JP?- --?fﬁl“,——”" A e A |
. N L | L1 4 B s P e -

l requeSt' Rl!’\g {0] 727) 84] 32] _ I ] Please send me details on making a legacy or how | could donate through Payroll Giving

Fax {0] 727) 831 462 or write for del‘0||5 to: I | ] Please send me A2 colour posters showing cap badges |
I 220 HG"FIEld ROGd, Sf A‘bcns, Herts AL] ALW 1 of Today's Army. | enclose £ ___ (£2 per copy inc. p&pl
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Bugle
call of
the
wrong
note

AS the Second World War
Bugle Major to the lst
Buckinghamshire Battalion of
the Oxford and Bucks Light
Infantry, my memory was
refreshed by the late John Brere-
ton’s excellent article about
trumpets and bugles (Oct 14).

Before D-Day (June 6,
1944), in a sealed camp, the
whole of No 6 Beach group,
some 3,000 men, were called
to attention by a single note on
a silver bugle when King
George VI inspected them
before they embarked.

Only the bugler and I know
that this nervous chap pitched
the wrong note.

No military event can sur-
pass Beating Retreat per-
formed at the fast pace of a
Light Infantry band with
buglers.

This much-requested cere-
mony must have earned thou-
sands for weapons appeals in
the war.

For my sins, I landed in
Normandy on D-Day in
charge of my buglers, now
anti-tank gunners, only to find
on the breakthrough at Caen
that we were being drafted into
the Highland Division with
their pipe bands.

I don’t think the bugle
would be compatible with the
swirl of the kilt. — Jack
Cheshire, Aylsebury, Bucks.

WHY is there no British medal
granted for wounds sustained
in combat or active service?

Many who wear rows of
medals served in bases miles
behind the lines while we who
did the fighting got relatively
few.

Surely a wound medal could
have been struck. Failing that,
we should be allowed to wear
on our uniforms our discharge
button, mounted on a distin-
guishing ribbon along with our
campaign ribbons and medals,

il |

BIRD'S EYE-VIEW

“And now, Colonel, something truly Welsh to remember us by . ..

German Panzers quit Castlemartin — Pages 16-17

Banish this ‘drab’ old
khaki image

YOUR ARTICLE headed
“London Pride” (Oct 14) put
me in mind of Bill Smart’s plea
on behalf of the Army’s cere-
monial uniforms (Sept 30).

No 1 Dress should be offi-
cially reinstated into the Army,
but not as “Dress Blues”.

The photographs in “London
Pride” of guardsmen and The
Royal Regiment of Wales make
one think how much smarter
line infantry regiments would
look with just one adjustment
to their ceremonial uniform —
the scarlet tunic, which was
once the order of the day
anyway.

“Dress

Blues” could be

Why no medal for wounds?

to denote
wounds.

During the Second World
War we had wound bars on our
lower left arm, but they later
went out of use.

It seems Britain is the only
country that does not honour
its wounded Servicemen.

The USA gives the Purple
Heart. France awards the
Medal of Mercy. Russia and

disability from

worn by the cavalry and those
units not formed before the
Army went khaki — The Para-
chute Regiment and most of
the corps.

The sad, boring No 2 could
be adjusted Army-wide to
model those of the Scottish
infantry regiments, who wear
kilts and trews with the No 2
jacket.

Khaki trousers should be
dispensed with and blue
trousers worn with the No 2

Germany, I believe, have or
had a Wounded in Combat

medal (Germany in three
grades). So why not the
British?

This subject is a sore point
among many Pensioners, both
within the Royal Hospital,
Chelsea, and outside. — W
Hibbert (Cpl), Ward 14,
Berth 16, The Royal Hospi-
tal, Chelsea.

jacket. Then the drab image of
an entirely khaki-clad soldier
would, thankfully, disappear
and the Army would be both
modernised and look smarter.
— R J Brennan, Cheltenham,
Glos.

Sell us your
cap badges!

AS a long-time collector of
military badges it is very frus-
trating to find that Army
recruiting units who are
attending local fetes and
other events do not have cap
badges on sale.

This also applies to many
military museums | have visit-
ed and | feel that this is not
only a disappointment to col-
lectors but a loss of revenue
for the unit or establishment
concerned.

Perhaps concerned parties
could make these badges
available. - C W Phelps, Hod-
desdon, Herts.

@® For the record . . . and Points
in Question in Page 32

Soldier welcomes letters for publication from all readers, whatever their status. Letters must be brief, typed or written clearly and
include the correspondent’'s name and address in block capitals, not necessarily for publication. Anonymous letters will not be con-
sidered. Acceptance or rejection of letters is the decision of the Editor, who reserves the right to edit for length, clarity or style.
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2 3:\-[ ] J 5 GERMAN TANK TROOPS LEAVE WEST WALES AFTER 35-YEAR STAY

Auf Wiedersehen'
Pembrolc

THESGERMAN" Army -has said Auf
Wiedersehen to Castlemartin range in
Dyfed where its Panzers have trained
for 35 years, writes Robin Lewitt.

After nine Leo
a last attack down the range on October
15 an earlier version, a Leopard 1 called
Leo, was unveiled to stand as a perma-
nent reminder beside a Churchill tank
named Winston.

A thousand guests attended the last
of the famous Okroberfest beer festivals
in Pembroke Castle, where a German
military band joined the band of the
Welsh Guards in ajoint charity concert
in aid of the Royal National Lifeboat
Institution.

There were mixed emotions as the
last of 84,000 German tank troops from
336 battalions to have served in Wales
marched through the streets of Pem-
broke to a final church service.

Some older residents felt uneasy at
seeing German soldiers march past a
memorial to Britons who died in two
world wars.

When the first batch arrived at
Castlemartin in 1961 they were met by
angry protesters from outside the area,
although the troops were heartened
when the people of Pembroke pelted the
demonstrators with rotten eggs and
tomatoes, stopping most of them from
reaching the camp.

- Stephen Jenkins, a member of the
docal branch of the Royal British
gion, said the Germans would be
i q&v missed; others felt that a lot of
W had passed under the bridge since
a lot of tank rounds: in fact,
00 have been blasted up the
moured Corps range since
nan tankies began training there.
Relations with the community have
become close thanks t@ a conscious
. effort by the visiters, and this was for-
* mally recognised in 1977 when Pem-
broke twinned with the German town of
Bergen-Hohne, home to generations of
troops serving with the British Army of
the Rhine.
Both civilian and military personnel
were heavily involved in restoring St
- Mary’s Church in Warren on the range
boundary. = o

Brainchild of fﬁe British and German
commandants, the Warren Church
Charitable Trust was foﬁﬁﬂgd in 1986.
As well as being resl;oredg';ﬂ'ﬁa place of
worship, the formerly derelict building
i1s now an iaternational centre for con-
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d 2 tanks had putin

certs, exhibitions ‘and conferences.

When the roof blew off during the 1990
hurricane, Leopard tank covers were
to the church to protect the altar
d organ.

As a parting gift to the trust, former
range . commandant Col Herman
Roessler, now commandant at Bergen-
Hohne, presented £2,000 raised local-
ly, while contributions from the
Lutheran and Roman Catholic church-
es took donations from Germany past
the £4,000 mark.

For many years the German Army
has been one of the main contributors
to Pembroke’s Anchorage Day Centre
for the handicapped, while German
players have been a mainstay of the
Pembroke Football Club.

When the Fed German Army
began training at Castlemartin it was
equipped with American M47 and M48
tanks. These were replaced in 1968 by
the Leopard 1, and in

#
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Above - November 1961: Germans fire the first
rounds from their M48s at the Castlemartin range

Left — German soldiers march through the streets of
Pembroke as they make their final farewells to the
town. Inset left — Lt Gen Helmut Willman (left) and Maj
Gen Robin Searby in front of Leo, the Leopard 1 left
behind by the German Army to mark its 35 years at
Castlemartin Sl

1986 by the Leopard
2, one of the world’s
most potent main
battle tanks.

Initially, eight bat-
talions trained at
Castlemartin  each
year for two or three
weeks. By 1990, 18
battalions annually
used the facilities,
which had a perma-
nent German staff
varying from 40 in
winter to 170 at the
peak of the firing
season.

There were several
advantages for the Germans conducting
their training in Wales. It gave thei
troops an opportunity to ﬁw
in an environment similar to the middle
European countryside they were train-
ing to defend.

Few ranges in Germany were large
enough to allow tanks to fire at targets
further than 3km.

Following the reunification of Ger-

many there was a reduction of 50 per

cent in the size of the German armed
bic's ¥

forces, and new training areassbecame

-ayailable in eastern Germany.
fheﬁ Panzefs§‘! be missecfin Pem-
broke . . . not lez

families of 140 girls who have married
German soldiers. -

For them, it i$ not “goed-bye?, just
“Auf Wiedersehen, Pets!” .

i

by the parents ands

Below — German doctor Karen Miiller, who has worked
for the past two years at Castlemartin, pictured with
Welsh Guards who took part in the farewell ceremony
y & ko 5 &
g ”

is

Pictures: Stuart Bingham and P# News
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“100% for the demolition lads. .. it's a pity you've got the wrong bridge!”
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“The lad’s busted his glockenspiel . . .
he wants to borrow your medals to use instead!”

“No Simpkins,
the blanks are
the ones with-

out pointy bits

“Since the Defence cuts, Jones 91 ar{d his
mobile CD player are the Regimental Band!”
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Z137:\0 (1] [ 5 MIDNIGHT FIRE SPARKS MOUNTAIN-TOP EXODUS

ROYAL Signallers on the highest manned
peak in Bosnia narrowly escaped severe
injury on the night of September 28-29
when the top floor of the house they were
sharing with Bosnian police caught fire.

Just before midnight Cpl Carl Crofts,
LCpl Dale King and Sig
Kevin McLean were wak-
ened by the police, and
while LCpl King tackled
the fire in the top floor, the
others evacuated the three ground-floor
rooms they occupied.

Water from the signallers’ fire extin-
guishers evaporated on hitting the intense
heat, and they had to abandon the doomed
house.

The soldiers, from 1 Armoured Division
Headquarters and Signal Regiment, pro-
viding communications for the Multi-
National Division South West, managed to
save their personal kit; their signals equip-
ment was far enough away to be out of
danger.

Situated 6,500 ft up the Paljenik feature
north of Travnik, the detachment was
rushed emergency support by their troop
staff sergeant and recce sergeant. Tentage
had to be erected when the police refused
to let the signallers share a
second, undamaged house.

“We’ve got on very well,
until now,” said Cpl Crofts
wryly. “The police gave us
food and we let them watch
our welfare television.”

On the second highest
occupied hill, Sgt Simon
Schofield and his detach-
ment had no burning
issues, but the weather pre-
sented a major problem,
with their location almost
continually shrouded in
cloud. It always seemed to
be raining or snowing.

“We had 4ft of snow in
September and with winds of 100mph out-
side the door you couldn’t stand,” he said.

“Every three hours the masts would be
caked in thick ice which we had to knock
off.”

With 12 soldiers from the Multi-Nation-
al Division HQ and Signal Regiment, the
Royal Horse Artillery and a medic from 16
Field Ambulance on the Vitorog re-broad-

Report:

Pictures:

Mike Weston

~

Gordon Skilling ~

cast station between Glamoc and Sipovo,
the lads were not complaining.

They were left to get on with their job of
re-broadcasting for the command net
throughout Bosnia and looking after the
radio relay for Ptarmigan and the gunners’
net.

Their mountain, held by the Serbs for
most of the war, was captured last year

I s A Nl
Above — Sig Mark Sutton does some fine
tuning on the Vitorog feature

Left — Cpl Carl Crofts, Sig Kevin McLean
and LCpl Dale King of 201 Signal Squadron
had to look for a new home after being
burned out on the Paljenik height

when the Croats ignored the minefields
and made a surprise attack.

The British signallers and gunners can
see several mines scattered outside the wire
wt}ich surrounds them. They can also see
the trenches which were the front line for
several years.

Sgt Schofield, the Royal Signals rear link
sergeant attached to the RHA for two
years, said: “It is one of the best sites there
is. We have most of the amenities, such as a
satellite TV and our own telephone, and we
have a shower made from a bucket with
water from the cooker.”
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REME-SPONSORED EXERCISE GETS NATO'’S ‘WRECKERS’ WORKING ON THE SME WAVELENGTH
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On parade: a Ukrainian Ural 4320............

German Liebherr20toncrane...........covevneneneanns and a US M984 HEMTT recovery vehicle

All for one S and one for all

A GOOD, old-fashioned lump of wood
came to the rescue of American mechanics
in Glamoc, Bosnia, when 14 recovery vehi-
cles from 13 IFOR nations gathered to
establish how many logistic vehicles their
crews could rescue.

Despite his sophisticated Oshkosh vehi-
cle, Sgt Travis Parker of the US Army’s
123rd Maintenance Support Battalion
called on a British team from 15 Field
Workshop to borrow a log.

Cpls Stuart Hamilton and Mick Allan
were delighted to oblige. They had their
eyes on a retrieval
bracket used by the

Report:

Americans which E[<lILLLRI O]
would help them [gliI1{tH

avoid damaging the L IUCRULESLT]
transmission of

vehicles under which they had passed
cables and chains.

The Americans, too, wanted to be 100
per cent sure that they would not damage
vehicles with lightly-built bodywork, and
the wood provided the ideal solution
because it spread the pressure of their
cables.

Both the American bracket and the
British wood — a long plank, a short plank
and a short log — have NATO part numbers
and can be easily obtained.

This co-operation was typical of the
unique Exercise Able Engineer, which
brought immediate benefit to units operat-
ing in former Yugoslavia.

The recovery vehicles had to demon-
strate whether they could perform various
types of recovery, and their crews were
asked what preparations were necessary
before towing, and whether their air lines
and electrical systems were compatible
with those of the vehicles they were rescu-
ing.

They were invited to suggest simple
modifications or additions to their equip-
ment which would enable them to carry
out the recovery task.

Sponsored by the Allied Command
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Europe Rapid Reaction
Corps (ARRC) headquar-
ters and organised by 6
Battalion, Royal Electrical
and Mechanical Engi-
neers, the exercise imme-
diately showed crews
which of 26 logistic vehi-
cles they could safely tow.
And it also allowed Maj
Kevin Young, mainte-
nance staff officer at the
rear  headquarters  of
ARRC at Kiseljak, to pro-

2y

duce a matrix which will
ensure a more efficient

Cpl Nick Allan and LCpI Jambludin Man of the Royal
Malaysian Army prepare to belly-lift a Malaysian Condor

recovery service.

“We were never
absolutely certain what
recovery could happen
correctly,” he said.

“Heavy armoured vehi-
cles stay in their own sec-
tors in the bosom of their
own recovery assets, but
logistic convoys and liaison
vehicles are all over the
place, often in small num-
bers and often hundreds of
miles from their national
SUpPPOTt.

“We weren’t certain if a

Greek Steyer 680 five-ton
truck, which  delivers
British post to the ARRC area, could be
recovered by a British Foden. Now we
know what 1s possible.”

As different vehicles arrived at the
Glamoc airfield the tradesmen watching
were visibly excited, despite the dismal
weather.

They had never had an opportunity to
work with vehicles from such countries as
the Ukraine, Greece, Malaysia and Austria,
and many had never encountered the
sophisticated equipment used by the
British, Americans, French and Dutch.

The professional attitude and experi-

A British Foden recovers a Malaysian Condor

ence of the full-time and fully-trained
British recovery mechanics shone through.
Quick to assess a task and quick to crack on
with it, they demonstrated a sound basic
understanding lacking in some countries
with only part-time mechanics relying on
officers for guidance.

Some nations did not check where they
put their cables and chains, causing further
damage to the vehicles they were attempt-
ing to rescue.

This was particularly evident in the case
of the Malaysian Condor armoured per-
sonnel carrier, which has a door in the

Cpl “H” Hamilton and Cpl Nick Allan, recovery mechanics with 15 Fd Wksp, with !og
E3/3950.99.461.5222, a valuable and attractive item for the Americans

middle of each side. The Malaysians feared
the Condor would bend if it was picked up
at either end without proper support.

Equipment such as the Ukrainian Ural,
which dates from the early 70s, was a reve-
lation for the mechanics. Some modern
vehicles have plastic at the front, but the
Ural is built like a brick outhouse, with big
bumpers which are part of the chassis, said
the British mechanics. A fork-lift can be
pushed underneath it without causing
damage.

“We have been watching techniques we
flung out with the Leyland and AEC in the

early 80s,” said Sgt Lew Wright, who, with
Capt Rob Butler, organised the week-long
exercise.

“Some use chains to pick up and tow,
others use forks and some use shackles. We
have all three, plus the experience, and
have proved we can do just about anything
without causing further damage.”

The British Foden was the only vehicle
capable of lifting the 12 tons on the axle of
the 36-ton fully-laden German Iveco fuel
tanker.

A Malaysian Volvo FL10 proved some-
thing of a dark horse and impressed

observers as an adaptable and capable vehi-
cle, similar to one once used by the British
in Berlin.

Establishing which vehicles were com-
patible was quickly done. The Greeks now
know that their shackles are either too big
or too small for certain jobs.

They could have carried out their tasks if
they had borrowed from the Spanish, who
had a box full of shackles of all shapes and
sizes, said the adjutant, Capt James
McCurrach.

The exercise was to demonstrate that
much standardisation can be done at the
basic recovery level, even if detailed repairs
are not possible, said Lt Col Ian Dale, CO
of 6 Bn REME and a former staff officer at
the ARRC.

“I am convinced there is a great deal we
can do to help each other in the divisional
rear.

“NATO has done much good work in
the past 18 months to record the various
systems, but there was no small book to tell
you which nation’s recovery vehicles could
recover another nation’s.”

Each nation working at the “front line”
had its own logistic tail stretching for per-
haps 300km, and there was considerable
duplication of effort.

“We have shown that where two nations
have something in common, they can work
together and reduce the number of people
they have to put into theatre.”

Col Bert Hupse, Dutch chief mainte-
nance officer at ARRC, was very proud of
how the mechanics had worked together,
despite the language barrier, to produce
practical results on the ground.

“It is now possible to look for help in
other areas from other units if vehicles
cannot cross the mountains because snow
or floods have blocked the roads. Drivers
can phone the number on the back of their
route maps, and our new matrix will tell
staff officers in other multi-national divi-
sions which nations are nearby and can
help,” he said.
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of rozie] for
srigirigers

MORE than 30 years of service in Hong
Kong came to an end when 67 Gurkha Inde-
pendent Field Squadron, Queen’s Gurkha
Engineers, disbanded at Borneo Lines, Sek
Kong, writes Lt Pete Smyth.

Under OC Maj Alistair Sheppard, 120
Gurkha and British soldiers were present
when Commander British Forces, Maj Gen
Bryan Dutton, took the salute at their dis-
bandment parade. Also present was the
QGE Colonel, Maj Gen Tony Pigott.

Many former Gurkha engineer officers
from Malaysia, Singapore and New Zealand
returned for the occasion.

Special guests of honour included 71-
year-old former NCO Dave Mayhew, who
flew from his home in Ashford, Kent; Lt
(QGO) Ranbahadur Gurung, who, aged 17,
was among the first batch of Gurkha engi-
neers recruited in 1961; and Maj Geoffrey
Bennett, the first OC.

After a display by the visiting Royal Engi-
neers’ Band the squadron marched on to the
parade ground led by the Pipes and Drums
of the 1st Bartalion, The Royal Gurkha Rifles.

Following Maj Gen Dutton’s inspection,
a lone piper played as the squadron flag was
lowered and presented to Maj Gen Pigott.
Then, to Auld Lang Syne and the enthusias-
tic applause of family and friends, the
squadron marched off for the last time.

Maj Gen Dutton said it had been an
exceptional squadron, setting the highest
standards as Gurkha soldiers and as engi-
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First and last: 67
Squadron’s first OC,
Maj Geoffrey Ben-
nett (left) and the
last, Maj Alistair
Sheppard (right),
with former Cpl
Dave Mayhew (71)

DESPITE the heat and humidity of a hot and
steamy Hong Kong, the Band of the Corps of
Rovyal Engineers remained on song and in tune
during their hectic tour of the Territory.

With three major performances at the farewell
and disbandment parades of 50 Hong Kong
Workshop REME, 67 Gurkha Independent I

Field Squadron, Queen’s Gurkha Engineers,

and RAF Sek Kong, and an itinerary which
covered everything from mess functions,
school performances and a big band thrash at
the Hong Kong and Shanghai Bank, the
musicians were hard-pressed to find a
moment to themselves.

neers. “We can, and should, remember with
justifiable pride the achievements and spirit
of 67 Gurkha Independent Field Squadron,
but should not look back with regret.”

“As soldiers we are ultimately servants of
our nations and it is our ethos that we look
ahead to our next challenge rather than
waste energy and emotion on looking back
at what might have been.”

Of those on parade almost half will remain
in the Army and are set to return to the UK
to join 69 Gurkha Field Squadron, 36 Engi-
neer Regiment in Mainstone. Of the remain-
der, three will transfer to the Royal Gurkha
Rifles while 62 will leave the squadron.

Some have applied to join the Gurkha
Reserve Unit in Brunei; some will take up
jobs in Hong Kong and the rest will return to
Nepal to set up their own businesses.

Race
Quinella

Tierce

RE interlude: Musicians keep the punters happy between races at Sha Tin racecourse

After the parade the squadron threw a '
huge party in the vehicle sheds. Every soldier
received an engraved tankard and the party
went on well into the night . . . a fitting end
to a day which represented the end of an era
for Gurkha engineers in Hong Kong.

The squadron first served in Hong Kong
between 1962-66, returning from Malaysia
in 1970. As the only remaining engineering
unit in Hong Kong, it provided support,
from its base in Malaya Lines, for the Garri-
son on the disbandment of the Queen’s
Gurkha Engineer Regiment in 1994.

It assisted with many community projects,
the most recent being the construction of
accommodation for a drug rehabilitation
centre. The Gurkhas twice returned to
Nepal (in 1994 and earlier this year) to help
with a road project in the Everest region.
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However, they were able to mix business
with pleasure during their performance at
Sha Tin racecourse when they entertained
punters who flocked to the course for the
Colony’s biggest day of the racing season.
Between performances the soldiers were able
to have a flutter although Director of Music,
Capt Andrew Chatburn, was relieved to see
no one lost his shirt.

The RE Band, one of the premier staff
bands in the British Army, is permanently
stationed in Chatham, headquarters of the
Royal School of Military Engineering.

As well as providing music for every possi-
ble occasion within the corps and visiting RE
units both at home and abroad, the band per-
forms at many national and international
events. It travels extensively and has played in
the Falkland Islands and Australia and,
nearer to home, in Gibraltar, Cyprus, Italy,
Holland, Germany, France and Belgium.

It has been the senior staff band at four
Edinburgh tattoos, two Royal Tournaments,
and numerous Buckingham Palace garden
parties as well as playing at Wembley, Twick-
enham and Wimbledon.

Maj Gen Bryan Dutton lays a wreath at the
Cenotaph during the Liberation Parade

Veterans
return for
one last
Liberation
Parade

FOR the last time before their departure
from the Territory next year, British
Forces commemorated one of the most
significant events in Hong Kong's history,
the liberation from Japanese Forces at
the end of the Second World War.

Men from the Royal Navy, the Army and
the Royal Air Force formed up at the
Cenotaph, in Central, alongside Hong
Kong's veterans during this year’s Liber-
ation Parade.

A detachment of 53 men from the 1st
Battalion, The Royal Gurkha Rifles were
on parade under the command of OC HQ
Coy, Maj Udaibahadur Gurung, along with
four Cenotaph sentries from HMS Tamar
and a four-man firing party from RAF Sek
Kong.

Music was provided by the Pipes and
Drums of 1 RGR and by the visiting Band
of the Corps of Royal Engineers.

Commander British Forces, Maj Gen
Bryan Dutton, and Inspector Hong Kong
Military Service Corps, Lt Col Nick South-
ward, were among those who laid wreaths
during the parade.

In tribute to the Ilberators 1 RGFl -} detachment on Hong Kong's leeratlon Parade under the command of Maj Udaibahadur Gurung
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PARAS from London, Aldershot and Glas-
gow created a bit of European history when
they became the first British troops to para-
chute into Switzerland.

Drawn mainly from reservists support-
ing Aldershot-based 5 Airborne Brigade,
they dropped at Yverdon, north east of
Geneva, following an invitation from the
Swiss to make the historic jump.

Their spectacular arrival heralded the
start of an annual international military
skills competition called Swiss Raid Com-
mando, which attracts teams from all over
Europe.

Led by Lt Col Eric Kohn, the British
included the reservists’ staff officers pool
serving with 5 Airborne Brigade, soldiers
from London and Aldershot-based 10th
Battalion, The Parachute Regiment (V)
and men from the regiment’s Glasgow-
based 4th Battalion.

Lt Col Kohn, a merchant banker in civvy
street, had spent weeks organising the
British aspect of the competition. He said:
“This is the first time British paratroopers
have jumped into Switzerland and those of
us taking part are very proud to be making
history.”

They were joined by soldiers from 148
Forward Observation Battery RA, who
work in support of 3 Commando Brigade,
who in turn work alongside 5 Airborne
Brigade in the recently-formed Joint Rapid

) I
n Swiss

usn

iders dir

Report: Media Ops Group (V)

Pictures: Chris Fletcher

Deployment Force. First man to float
down on to Swiss soil was Capt Anthony
Lighten, a TA doctor with 5 Brigade.
Having completed the jump the British
airborne troops met up at Colombier
Castle with other UK-based units which

Above - Brig Graeme Lamb, Commander of 5 Airborne Brigade,
congratulates Black Watch team leader Capt James Houghton.
Despite finishing first an hour ahead of the rest of the field, the
Black Watch were placed sixth in the final table of results. They
did, however, win the prize for the highest-placed foreign entry

Right — Brig Graeme Lamb (in kilt) takes the salute during the final
parade and march past to mark the close of the competition at a

Swiss Army barracks
24
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The first British paratroopers to make a mass jump into Switzerland land at Yverdon, marking the beg inning of the competition
Swiss Raid Commando. Thirty-eight British teams competed against Dutch, French, German, Danish = and Swiss entries

had made their way there by more conven-
tional means.

The 38 British Army teams had just two
hours to prepare themselves before setting
off in barges across Neuchatal Lake to
begin the competition in complete dark-
ness.

In less than 20 hours each of the four-
man teams had to cover 50 miles across

rugged terrain,
abseil from a 250ft
viaduct, and pass
shooting, naviga-
tion and first aid
tests.

A total of 138
teams from Italy,
Holland, Denmark,
France, Germany,
Switzerland and the
UK took part in the
commando raid,
which has been
staged every year
since 1981,

British repre-
sentation included
teams from the
Gibraltar Regi-
ment, several from
units based in Ger-
many and many
TA and Regular
teams.

Capt ‘David
Reynolds said:
“Within the first
12 hours of the
competition the British teams had raced
ahead. For the first time one of our units
came in first to win the foreign team cate-
gory.”

He was referring to the Black Watch
team, led by Capt James Houghton, the
highest-placed foreign entry. In fact, the
Black Watch soldiers finished at least an
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hour ahead of any other team and were a
little surprised to find themselves placed
sixth overall.

Guest of honour at the awards ceremony
and parade was Brig Graeme Lamb, Com-
mander of 5 Airborne Brigade, who made a
point of telling the British teams that their
performances had been outstanding.

Competitors launch themselves off the fearsome 250ft railway viaduct. The extended abseil was one of many tasks
facing competitors at check points. Each had to be accomplished before the team could continue to the next leg

Capt Reynolds added: “The British
teams, particularly the Black Watch, set the
pace from the minute the competition
started.”

The British Army intends to invite the
Swiss to enter next year’s gruelling Cam-
brian Patrol, a similar sort of competition
set in Wales.
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Constable Inge given keys to the Tower
EJ

Jordan
veterans
plan to
ISSUe own
medal

A GROUP of former soldiers who
believe they got a raw deal over
medals have decided to issue
their own.

The veterans, who in 1958 flew
at short notice to Jordan in support
of King Hussein, have had no
response to their requests for a
medal to mark what they consider
was a major operational success.

They need to find a minimum of
500 — the smallest quantity con-
sidered by manufacturers they
have approached — willing to pay
for a privately-struck medal.

Taff Harris, who served with 1
Troop, 23 Field Squadron RE,
wants to hear from anyone inter-
estedin “going it alone”. He can be
contacted on 01437 768668 and
says there will be no obligation.

In the summer of '58, more than
2,000 men of the 16th Indepen-
dent Parachute Brigade (minus 1
Para which remained in Cyprus)
and attached units flew to Amman
as tension flared in the desert
kingdom. The Paras were joined
later by The Cameronians from
East Africa, a squadron of RAF
Hawker Hunters, and a small
Royal Navy presence at Akaba.

“When the flap died down,"says
Taff, “King Hussein offered to

26

In a ceremony dating back to
the reign of William the Con-
queror, Fd Marshal Sir Peter
Inge is appointed Constable
of the Tower of London. Pre-
decessors include Thomas a
Becket and the Duke of
Wellington.

There was a full military
escort on Tower Green for the
pageant, during which the
Lord Chamberlain, represent-
ing the Queen, handed over
the keys of the Tower to the
new Constable. Sir Peter, the

157th holder of the title, suc-
ceeded Fd Marshal Sir John
Stanier.

In days of yore Constables
boasted many lucrative privi-
leges. They claimed any
horse, ox, pig, sheep or cattle
that fell off London Bridge, all
the herbage that grew on
Tower Hill, a fee from prison-
ers in the Tower (known as
“the suite of the Constable’'s
irons”), and a cask of wine
from every warship which vis-
ited the Pool of London.

Crisis over: Men of 16 Independent Parachute Brigade toast a Jor-
danian soldier — soft drinks — at Amman airport in 1958

issue all the British Servicemen
involved with a medal. His offer
was turned down by our top brass,
who weren’t slow to accept gold
watches for themselves from the
king . . . something which greatly
angered us at the time.”

Mr Harris said many of those
with whom he remains in contact

are still bitter that they received no
recognition. To compound the sit-
uation, he says, when they even-
tually returned to Cyprus many
discovered that, because of their
time in Jordan, they had failed to
qualify for the Cyprus General
Service Medal. “We've been
denied two medals, not just one.”

Picture: Sgt lan Liptrot

LSO YEARS AGO

From Soldier, November 1946

CHANGING MERCURY

The Royal Corps of Signals
badge is to be changed. The
oval band which surrounds
Mercury is to disappear and
Mercury will have a scroll
bearing the corps motto at his
feet. The Imperial Crown will
be separate and held in place
by a back plate.

2<5YEARS AGO

From Soldier, November 1971

INTUITION

Troop commander 2nd Lt
Geoffrey Pitts decided a side
road merited investigation
while leading a 17th/21st
Lancers patrol by Ferret and
Land Rover in Omagh, Co
Tyrone — and probably saved
the lives of his men and the
loss of vehicles. As he sent a
foot patrol to investigate, an
explosion tore a huge hole,
18ft wide and 12ft deep, in the

road. The only casualty was a
Ferret windscreen,

‘Church’ in the
woods recalls
Greek sacrifice

AN unusual ceremony took place
during the annual reunion of the
Brotherhood of Veterans of the
Greek Campaign 1940-41.

Highlight was a ceremony on a
plot secured by the Brotherhood in
the National Memorial Arboretum
at Croxall, eight miles from Lichfieid.

Trees and shrubs indigenous to
the eastern Mediterranean are to
be planted there in the outline of a
Greek Orthodox Church.

Among the veterans, who were
joined by representatives from the
Australian and New Zealand
armies, were Arthur Dale and Ken
Millington. They last saw each
other on a beach in Greece in
1941 when both were with 292
Field Company RE.

Veterans of the Greek cam-
paign are due to make a pilgrim-
age in May to their memorial at
Kalamata. A banquet hosted by
the mayor promises to be a mem-
orable event. Details from Edwin
Horlington, 163 Walton Road,
Walton-on-Naze, Essex CO14
8NE (tel 01255 677178).

WO1 JIM BRADWELL

@ Tributes to WO1 (ASM) Jim
Bradwell REME poured in
during the week following his
death from injuries sustained
in the Thiepval Barracks, Lis-
burn, bombing on Qctober 7.
“He was a great corps man,”
said one. His wife, Pam, has
asked that donations in his
memory should be made to the
REME Benevolent Fund.

Mack’s still
a mystery

MACK the Mystery Medic is prov-
ing elusive, despite the efforts of
Soldier and BFBS Cyprus.

Four months agc we asked
readers to help us find the “British
UN paramedic” who in 1989 saved
a holidaymaker in Cyprus.

Glen Wawman broke his neck
in an apartment block swimming
pool during a wedding reception.

“Mack” used his hands to brace
Glen’s neck during a two-hour
drive to Nicosia, almost certainly
saving his life. Now the 999 — Life-
savers programme want to con-
tact Mack . . . if they can find him.

Hopes were raised whan a
caller told us Mack was a Para —but
despite attempts to track him down
through the regiment the trail went
cold. Alan Jennings used the story
on BFBS, but also drew a blank.

Was the mystery medic a Para?
If you can help, contact the Editor.
Mack’s permission will be sought
before any details are passed on.

Where is it?

If any reader recognises the
memorial tablet illustrated

here, Charles Grierson would be pleased to hear from you. He is
trying to find the location of the tablet, which honours Surgeon
General Oliver Barnett (1830-85), who served with the 6th Dra-
goons, 12th Lancers and 11th Hussars.

Barnett was seconded to Government House, Calcutta, where he
was surgeon to three Viceroys, the Lords Mayo, Northbrook and
Lytton. If you can shed any light, contact Charles Grierson at 6
Frensham Walk, Farnham Common, Bucks SL2 3QF.
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Royal Regiment of Artillery

Association (Exeter): Annual
dinner-dance, RBL Club, Little
Castle Street, Exeter, on Novem-
ber 15. Details from L J Seather-
ton on 01392 874072.
1997

Prince Rupert ~ School, Wil-
helmshaven (1947-72). Major
50th anniversary reunion planned
for August in Wilhelmshaven,
North Germany, with at least 1,000
people expected plus civic partici-
pation. Details from Liz Bird on
tel/fax 01703 252925, or apply in

writing to 54 Shaftesbury Avenue,
Chandlers Ford, Hants SO53 38F.

16 Signal Regiment: Anyone who
served with 16 Sig Regt at Brad-
bury Barracks, BOAR, in the
1960s is invited to the first reunion
now being planned. For details
send SAE to Chris Bartlett, 45
Whitehouse Road, Leigh on Sea,
Essex SS9 58SR (tel 01702
524620).

Coldstream Guards: 4 Company,
3rd Battalion (1950-55) is to hold

1st Battalion, Royal Norfolk

Regiment D-Day Veterans
Association has an annual
dinner and meets on the second
Sunday of every month at the
Senior Citizens Club, Recreation
Ground Road, Sprowston, Nor-
wich, at 3.30pm. Normandy veter-
ans, widows and families
welcome. Details: Neil R Storey,
Secretary, 17 Stacy Road, Nor-
wich, Norfolk NR3 1JN (tel 01603
664564).

The National Ex-Prisoner-of-
War Association is a registered
charity which exists to help those
in need. Details: L Allan, Hon Sec-

retary, 99 Parlaunt Road, Slough

SL3 8BE (tel 01753 818308).

News sought of ex-Sgt Edward
Smith RASC and his wife Veroni-
ka, last heard of in Gil Gil, Kenya,
in 1963. Replies to Jean Ross
(née Davidson), 1 Ochil Mount,
Ochil View, Bannockburn, Stirling-
shire, Scotland FK7 B8PE (tel
01786 815060).

G B Hale would like to hear from
any of his intake, Catterick,
Intake 12 or 13, 1950, many of
whom went on to join 11 Armd Div.
Replies to 123 Capel Road, Forest
Gate, London E7 OJT.

@ Armed Forces Minister
Nicholas Soames spent an
evening with the Queen’s
Guard as the guest of Nijmegen
Company, Grenadier Guards at
St James’s Palace Guardroom.
He had dinner with the compa-
ny, which is commanded by
Maj Tim Jalland.

its fifth reunion dinner in Birming-
tam on April 19. Details from
Harry Westgarth, 49 Rokeby Park,
Hull HU4 7QE (tel 01482 503649).

RHA Association (Trowbridge
branch): 50th branch reunion
dinner takes place at the Civic
Hall, Trowbridge, on March 22.
Open to members and any gunner
who has served, or is serving, with
an RHA unit. Details from Dinner
Secretary, 44 King Street, Melk-
sham, Wilts SN12 6HF (01225
708223).

November

3: Royal British Legion (York
Branch) Festival of Remem-
brance, Barbican Centre, York.
Tickets on 01904 656688.

9: Festival of Remembrance,
Royal Albert Hall.

10: Remembrance Sunday ser-
vice and parade, Cenotaph.

16: Classic military band con-
cert in aid of SSAFA by Band of
RAF College Cranwell at Cran-
well (01406 425550).

® To include public events in
this diary, contact the Edifor.

Sound of
silence is
music to

Legion

THIS vyear's Poppy Appeal,
launched on October 28, is spe-
cial. It marks the 75th anniversary
of the founding of the Royal British
Legion by a group of young sol-
diers returned from the slaughter
on the Somme.

One powerful message created
to emphasise the relevance of the
appeal in 1996 depicts a grenade
with the words: “When it exploded
in Bosnia, it destroyed a family in
Nottingham”.

More than 16 million serving
and ex-Service personnel, and
their families and dependants, are
entitled to call on the RBL's wel-
fare services. Last year more than
200,000 did so.

The Legion’s head of fund-rais-
ing, Michael Vernon-Powell, says:
“There has been only one year
since the end of the Second World
War when a British man or woman
serving in the Armed Forces has
not been killed in action.”

Following widespread approval
of its 1995 campaign to reinstate
the Two-Minute Silence to its tradi-
tional time, the Legion hopes that
when the nation pauses at 11am
on November 11 to remember the
fallen, every man, woman and
child will be wearing a poppy.

@ A postal cover to mark the
80th anniversary of the award
of the first of Capt N G
Chavasse's two Victoria Cross-
es is available (price £8.50,
including p and p) in a limited
edition of 250. All proceeds will
go to the Liverpool Scottish
Museum Trust, to which
cheques are payable.

Orders and enquiries to D W
Sheard, 47 Venables Drive,
Bebington, Wirral L63 9LY (tel
0151 334-9374).

Collecting
friends

READERS of these pages will be
familiar with the military music
legacy of the late Jerome Gate-
house of Newport.

His widow, Anne, has set up a
Friends of the Jerome Gatehouse
Collection to help preserve the
massive military bands’ archive of
information, photographs, pro-
grammes and recordings, and to
further the work he began.

Joining fee is £10 a year for indi-
viduals, £25 for bands or organi-
sations willing to support the
venture. Write to Mrs Anne Gate-
house, 67 Hoskins Street, New-
port, South Wales NP9 5LA for a
membership form.
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COMBAT STRESS LEARN TO FLY
(Wing NXER_Rotor)

International

AEROPLANE TRAINING

You can obtain your pilot's licence for as little
as £2,200 in sunny Florida, two miles from the
beach, at any time of the year. For this price
& iy you will receive:

ey of s Magazins * 28.5 hours dual instruction

20 hours solo practice

all necessary books

ground instruction

From earlier wars we had ‘Shell
Shock'. Today they call it ‘Combat
Stress'. What Corporal Alan Young
saw and heard in Sarajevo left him
cowering in a corner. And he still
can't leave his room.

For many veterans, not just
from Bosnia but from the Falklands,
Korea, and especially the Second
World War, the story is the same.
‘Combat Stress' can shatter a
life forever.

Today Alan is looked after by
the Ex-Services Mental Welfare Society. With over 4,000 men and women to care for and
who knows how many more, we need every penny you can spare. Psychiatric care,
nursing and the management of our homes costs money that will only
come from people like you, peaple who care about those who gave

more than they could spare. medical
py s Please do help. We have need of every penny urgently. written test fees
COMBAT They tried to give more than they could. checkride

 STRESS

L

Please give as much as you can.

To pratect those concerned this is an amalgam of case histories in our care

Bringing peace to minds &% war
EX-SERVICES MENTAL WELFARE SOCIETY Call us for the cheapest helicopter training in the USA!!!
Dept.SDR, Broadway House. The Broadway, Wimbledon SW19 1RL Telephone: 0181-543 6333

| D Please find enclosed my donation for £50/£20/£10/£5/¢ Reg. Charity No. 206002 | FIXED G AND HELICOPTER
or charge my Access/Visa/Charitycard No. PRIVATE LICENCE THROUGH TO COMMERCIAL

| T T TTTTT] Soicerdaiacly SPECIAL RATES FOR RESETTLEMENT COURSES

|:| Please send me further details about the Ex-Services Mental Welfare Society
| Name (BLOCK LETTERS)

transport to and from Orlando airport
free accommodation
All you need to pay is the air fare to Florida

HELICOPTER TRAINING

* ok ok ok ok Ok % %

| Phone Pauda or Harry for more information on
| 001 904 437 8359 or fax on 001 904 437 6000

Address
| Signature - 3 N :

Data Protection Act: We may occasionally wish to contact you with news of our work. If you would prefer Wing & Rotor International, Flagler County Airport, SR100,
| that we do not, please tick the box [ ] | Box 18T, No 12 Bunnell, Florida, USA Zip 32110

G

G B Britton Direct | call now & quote

0117 9352777 | <%istcomie

# The Pro-Boot has been designed in close

co-operation with the British Army and details below
S S ppACHCE g PRICE INCLUSIVE
exceptional price.

@ Now in active service in Bosnia. OF VAT

v Gore-Tex ® 100% waterproof lining

v Thinsulate ® thermal lining

» Light weight shock absorbing sole

v Water resistant leather

» Advanced speed lacing system 48 hour Delivery
» Sizes available 5-12. No 'zsizes.

Name: -
Address: Postcode __

Telephone Fax

Size Size Size Size Size Size Size Size
Pro Boot-Number Of 5 6 70178 179 ] ™0 1 12

By Appointment to

| enclose a cheque made payable to UK Safety for€ oyt

Please debit my credit card to the valueof £ Expires UK Safety plc

B @@ Jcadno [ J T T I T T T T TT T I LI/
G B BRITTON DIRECT, Lodge Road, Kingswood, Bristol. BS15 1JX
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i TERRIERS EXERCISE IN BELGIUM

Report and pictures: Chris Barker

“WE DIDN’T do nuttin’”, replied the
gang member in New York when Crocodile
Dundee asked: “What did you do last
night?”

If they had been in the recruits’ cadre of
the 6th Bartalion, The Roval Anglian Regi-
ment, whose headquarters are in Bury St
Edmunds, they might have said: “We went
for a hair-raising ride in a heli-

Top picture — A section attack goes in on
the Arlon range

Right — Tracer lights up the sky as a gener-
al purpose machine-gun opens up in sus-
tained fire role during night exercises

Below — Trial of strength: A soldier ducks
out of harm’s way as a Belgian tank rolls
into a fighting village

copter and  attacked an
armoured vehicle with missiles.”

Unusually, the recruit cadre
of the Royal Anglians took place
in Belgium while the battalion
was in Arlon, on the Belgium-
Luxembourg border, for its
annual camp. Recruits learned
the basics of life in an infantry
battalion; shooting, fieldcraft,
tactics and fitness.

Meanwhile, the rest of the
battalion was getting on with
training for the final phase of
Exercise Orient Express.

The scenario was that a
British Army unit was training in
the independent state of Arlonia
which had discovered huge oil
reserves.

Neighbouring Bastonia claim-
ed sovereignty over Arlonia,
things turned nasty . . . and enter the Royal
Anglians. Just an everyday story of oil
barons and the UN. Troops were kept
informed of the situation by an imaginative
newsletter.

Training continued with recruits be-

3 P
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They were shown how to
approach a helicopter and taught
safety drills before being taken
for a ride in an Army Air Corps
Gazelle.

The pilot flew the helicopter
tactically for about 15 minutes.
Flying nap-of-the-land, the pas-
sengers underwent sensations
not out of place on some of the
more adventurous white-knuck-
le rides.

Fire support teams made a
spectacular night attack on the
range with live rounds on
advancing enemy tanks and
infantry (using electronically-
activated targets).

The sky was lit up with tracer

coming familiar with the SA80 individual
weapon, light support weapon, and general
purpose machine-gun. They also practised
section and company attacks.

As a bit of light relief, recruits were also
familiarised with helicopter operations.

and parachute flares, and the
stillness of the night shattered by battle
simulation charges exploded as the firefight
built to a thunderous climax.

A better answer for Crocodile Dundee
might have been: “We helped some dude
defend his country.”
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Welbeck
College

A unique co-educational sixth form
boarding school for potential Army
Officers.

Guaranteed entry to University or
Sandhurst.

Guaranteed salary on successful completion
of ‘A’ levels.

*

»*

Specialising in Maths and the Sciences.
Maximise your academic potential.
Maximise your mental and physical fitness.

* % % %

A friendly co-educational working
atmosphere with highly motivated students.

*

Excellent MoD funded facilities at minimal
cost to parents.

Further details from:
The Principal, Welbeck College,
Worksop, Notts S80 3LN

Telephone: 01909 476326

D9

Kinlet Hall Bewdley Worcestershire
A happy family-run school for boys and girls 7 to 13+
Moffats has close, longstanding ties with Service families
* Over 90% of our pupils are full boarders
* High standards, with small classes and sensible discipline
* All games and riding taught in our 100-acre grounds
+ % Our own escorts to and from airports and stations
% Hospitality and fun for children in at half-term and exeats
Prospectus from the joint Heads, Mark and Alexandra Daborn

Telephone: Kinlet (01299) 841230. Fax: (01299) 841444.

QUEEN VICTORIA SCHOOL
DUNBLANE
PERTHSHIRE FK15 0JY

CO-EDUCATIONAL BOARDING SCHOOL
STABLE, UNINTERRUPTED EDUCATION FOR
270 PUPILS AGED 11 - 18 YEARS TERMLY FEES £150
ELIGIBILITY EXTENDED TO INCLUDE:CHILDREN OF ALL SERVING
PERSONNEL (INCLUDING OFFICERS) WHO ARE SERVING OR HAVE
SERVED IN SCOTLAND(SCOTTISH NATIONALITY NO LONGER A
REQUIREMENT)

PASTORAL AND CURRICULAR
PASTORAL CARE TAKES A HIGH PRIORITY WITH CAREERS GUIDANCE,
PERSONAL AND SOCIAL EDUCATION WIDE CURRICULUM FOLLOWING
THE SCOTTISH EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM FULL PROGRAMME OF SPORTING,
CULTURAL AND SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT

FOR PROSPECTUS AND FURTHER INFORMATION
WRITE TO OR TELEPHONE THE HEADMASTER OR BURSAR:

TEL: (01786) 822288 FAX: 031 3102926

THE
DUKE OF YORK’S
| ROYAL MILITARY SCHOOL

| DOVER

@ Exclusively for the sons and daughters of members and
retired members of the British Army, RAF and
‘ RN/RM.

@ 475 pupils 11+ to 18 all boarders, 110 Sixth Formers.
@ Caring family atmosphere.
| @ Pupil : Teacher ratio 10 : 1. Average class size 16.
@® Excellent record in GCSE, BTEC National Diploma,
GCE A Level and in the numbers entering university.
@ Low fees of £250 per term whether serving or retired.
@ Ask about the value added dimension to our academic
work.
Further enquiries to:
Headmaster
The Duke of York’s School
Dover CT15 5EQ
Phone: (01304) 245024
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NEED A CV?

For free details contact the

specialists in FORCES' CVs
(Established 1981)
Forces Dept
PO Box 573,
Sutton Coldfield,
West Midlands
B73 6PA
0121-355 2187

SERVICES

r D
‘ ‘ \ } - for Military
S personnel
Professionally prepared. Compelling styles,
Quality content. Impeccable presentation
Competitive price. Nation/World-wide service.
Laser printing. Free client CV storage.
CVs for Military/Civilian jobs, Resumes,

Updates, Application Letters, etc.

SERVICE - CV

Dept (A}, 2 TERN GARDENS,
PLYMPTON, PLYMOUTH. PL7 3HZ

LTel.fFax 01752 - 344842 (24 trs) )

MILITARY CV SERVICES

The original CV service for HM Forces:
established in 1984

A world-wide CV firm run by a former
Army officer and current full-time career

consultant. Past clients include men and
women of all ranks from every part of the
Army.

Full details from:

Anthony Jacques,

66 High View Road,
Guildford, Surrey GU2 5SRU
Tel: 01483 823766 -

BREAKAWAY
SURVIVAL SCHOOL

Breakaway weekends and 5 day courses,
afso management initiative, motivation

and team building courses. Come and

enjoy the unspoilt beauty of the very
scenic area head of the Neath Valley,

C.V. EXPRESS
Confidential Consultations, Advice, Draft &
Master Copies, Free Disc Storage & Re-Type
Services, over 2200 type Fonts and more than 20
different Media Presentation types available
Complete package providing Unbeatable Quality

For an Information Pack

please Phone or Write to:

Mr MacDonald
3 Argent Close, Hall Road, Hull,
East Yorkshire HU6 9UA

Tel: 01482 804643 (Open 7 days a week) ml

south of Brecon Beacons. And come
back to nature under first class instruc-
tion. Organised groups are welcome.

Contact: Mick Tyler,
17 Hugh Thomas Ave.,
Holmer Hereford HR4 9RB.
Tel: 01432 267097

TRAIN FOR A NEW CAREER AS A DRIVING INSTRUCTOR

We are a Government approved Driving Instructor Training Establishment
(ADITE registration no: 00099). This assures you of the best quality training available
We offer the most comprehensive fraining package
If you are over 21 years old and have held a full UK Driving Licence for at least 4 years
you could become an Approved Driving Instructor.

A" Comprehensive Training, Business Start-up, (1 '
Full support materials, Full/ Part-time courses
Your training can be planned around your current commitments.

GT JOB GUARANTEE SCHEME -G:I

b4 1 For further information call —
e 01432 880191 )
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Close encounter: A sense of humour served SSgt
Graham Geary RE (right) well during two Brixmis tours.
He is pictured being arrested, again, by the Russians

The spies who went

DEIGHTON, Le Carre, Forsyth
& Co, eat your hearts out.
There’s nothing like a true spy
story to knock the fiction off
the bookshelf, and former Para
Tony Geraghty has delivered
the killer punch.

The author of the SAS histo-
ry Who Dares Wins has now
told the story of the British
Military Exchange Mission,
which gathered intelligence
behind the Iron Curtain between
the end of the Second World
War and the fall of the Berlin
Wall.

Brixmis, as the mission was
known, comprised fluent lin-
guists from the Armed Ser-
vices and the Foreign Office.
Their lonely work on diplo-
matic “tours” of the German
Democratic Republic was con-
ducted not with cloaks and
daggers but in uniform and
unarmed (except for a
camera), often in an environ-
ment of undisguised hostility.

There is no doubt that this
organisation, which collected
vital evidence of the commu-
nist bloc’s plans to invade west-
ern Europe, helped the West
win the Cold War. And it was
cold out there.

A list of its intelligence
“scoops” takes up ten pages of
Beyond the Front Line. They
include the theft in 1987 of a
section of reactive armour
from a T-80 tank, parked in an
East German railway siding . . .
a priceless trophy.

Geraghty’s “privileged access
to official files” has resulted in
a jaw-dropping, eyebrow-rais-
ing encounter with real-life
courage, psychological warfare
and unsubtle violence that

J

Close call: This ramming in 1982 might have been fatal for the driver but was not. Lucky
survivor was the British Chief of Mission, Brig (later Gen Sir) John Learmont; the attacker,
an East German Army Tatra-148 truck. Sir John retired in 1994 as Quartermaster General

= i

out in the Cold

would make Deighton’s less-
than-heroic fictional character
Bernard Samson reach for the
nearest bucket.

Incidents reminiscent of
Capone-era gangsterism often
involved shootings and vehicle
rammings. In one of a series of
episodes in 1976 — —

a car being used Beyond the Front Line by
Tony Geraghty. Harper-
Gordon-Duff and Collins, hardback, £20.

by Maj Simon
Sgt (later Capt)
Bob Thomas was forced off the
road by two motor cycles and
rammed by an East German
nine-ton truck.

Sgt Thomas, his right leg
broken in four places, was
trapped semi-conscious in the
wreck for an hour. East
German soldiers were ordered
not to help him. After an
excruciatingly painful trip in
an ambulance down a bumpy
road he awoke (truth mirroring

fiction, or vice-versa) lying on a
concrete floor with water soak-
ing through his shirt.

“The room was lit by an
unshaded bulb and I could
hear someone talking about me
in German,” Thomas is
quoted as saying. The East

== Germans botched
the pinning of his
fractures: in Eng-
land a few weeks
later his leg buck-
led under him and British sur-
geons found that the pin in his
leg had rusted through.

Many characters in Ger-
aghty’s colourful drama will be
known to readers, among them
perhaps a “charismatic pirate”
named Brig Denys Wynn-
Pope, who as Chief of Mission
in the late 1950s had a cavalry-
man’s approach to life in the
field, his ration box including
caviar, vodka, smoked salmon

)

It was not all hostility: Brig (now Maj Gen) lan Freer, Chief of Mission
1989-90, entertains Soviet guests. Everyone relaxed when the Rus-
sians loosened their jackets and ties. Pictures by courtesy of Brixmis

and Scotch as bait for reluctant
Russians. He also ensured that
the international precursor of
road rage was not one-sided.

“Wynn-Pope did not so
much drive his tours across
communist Germany  as
charge. His instruction to col-
leagues was: “You just glide
them to leg, my dear fellow;
glide them to leg.” This was his
way of describing his technique
of deliberately driving per-
ilously close to anyone who, in
his view, was improperly obstr-
ucting him. The targets includ-
ed narks [Stasi], Vopo [East
German police] and Soviet
Army traffic reguiators . . .”

We learn from Geraghty that
Wynn-Pope’s Brixmis, and
Army, career was cut short (a
Stasi “scalp”) and that the safe
pair of hands called in from the
Grenadier Guards to replace
him belonged to none other
than the Hon Miles Fitzalan-
Howard MC, now Maj Gen
the Duke of Norfolk.

In his foreword, the Duke,
who was arrested ten times by
“the opposition” during his
command of the Mission and
is now President of the Brixmis
Association, welcomes this
book as helping to correct the
false impression of some spy
revelations that the Soviet devil
had all the best tunes.

Spy fiction fans who think
they know the whole Cold War
story should prepare to be
amazed. - CH
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FORMED on August 1,
1992, The Royal Dragoon
Guards was created as a result
of the amalgamation of the
4th/7th Royal Dragoon
Guards and the 5th Royal
Inniskilling Dragoon Guards.

Both these regiments were
in turn the results of earlier
amalgamations in the 1920s
of four old British cavalry reg-
iments: The 4th Royal Irish
Dragoon Guards with the 7th
(Princess Royal’s) Dragoon
Guards and the 5th (Princess
Charlotte of Wales’s) Dra-
goon Guards with the 6th
Inniskilling Dragoons.

The Albert helmet of the
dress marker was introduced
into service in about 1847. It
was originally gilt or brass for
Dragoon Guards while that
for Dragoons was silver or
white metal.

Pictured are two distinctive
features of the regiment’s
dress which have been inher-
ited from its parent regi-
ments. The overalls worn by
the dress marker and the ad-
jutant are green, a tradition
derived from the Skins (5
Innis DG). The adjutant’s

A 13-part postcard series on the new regiments and corps of the British Army of the 1990s

THE ROYAL DRAGOON GUARDS

cross belt is an item of dress
handed down from the
4th/7th.

Now equipped with Chal-
lenger, The Royal Dragoon
Guards (RDG) are stationed
at Tidworth as part of the Ist

THE ROYAL DRAGOON
GUARDS

Mechanised Brigade, contin-
uing a tradition of service that
now runs over 300 years.

The postcard illustrated
was reproduced from a water-
colour painting by Christo-
pher A Collins. It shows:

For details of this and other postcards depicting regiments and corps of the British Army, send SAE to: Geoff White Ltd., 19, Rushmoor Lane, Backwell, Bristol, BS19 SJU

® Dress marker: Ceremonial
dress.

® Adjutant: No 1
(Blues)

@ Sergeant: Tank commander
@ Challenger main battle tank
® Background: Stonehenge.

dress

‘Mad Jack’

Q: Was the kilted Lt Col Jack
Churchill, of the Army Outward
Bound School, Morfa, the “Mad

Jack” Churchill of Second
World War fame? (Howard
Johnson, Sept 30).

A: Yes. | was the Royal Engineer
Clerk of Works in charge of Morfa
Camp and Tonfanau Camp in the
1950s when Lt Col “Mad Jack”
Churchill was the CO.

He was quite a character and as
well as permanently wearing a kilt,
wore shirt-sleeve order through-
out the winter.

As the camp was at Towyn,
North Wales, right on the edge of
Cardigan Bay, it could be extreme-
ly cold. The trainees were sent for
a swim at the crack of dawn, in the
sea, all year round.

| believe he got his nickname in
the brief campaign in Norway in
1940 when he went out hunting
Jerry — with a longbow. - R D
Chambers (ex-SSgt RE), Colch-
ester, Essex.
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Saxon fatalities

MAY | correct a misleading state-
ment you reported in your parlia-
mentary column “Around the
Houses” (May 27) concerning
missing papers relevant to the
deaths of four 1 RGBW soldiers
in Gorazde, Bosnia, in Septem-
ber, 19947

They died when their Saxon
APCs left the very narrow moun-
tain tracks along which they were
being slowly driven.

Most of the missing papers
were the service histories of the
two Saxon APCs involved. At the
inquest on June 24, 1996 into the
death of my son, Pte Phillip Arm-
strong, 1 RGBW, the MoD pro-
duced only part of the service
history of the Saxon he was trav-
elling in when he was killed.

Other documents also did not
turn up at the inquest, including
training records. It is hoped that
the rest of the documents will be
found before a second inquest
into my son’'s death, which | am
now pressing for.

| would like to take this oppor-
tunity to thank all the soldiers |
met in Bosnia for the help and advice
they gave me in April this year when
| visited the site of my son’s death in
Gorazde. — G Armstrong, Bristol.

For the record . ..

19 Fd Regt RA in Korea
ACCORDING to Jim Jacobs (Let-

ters, Sept 30), “19th Field Regi-
ment did not serve in Korea”. For
the record, 19 Fd Regt RA did
serve in Korea, from December 7,
1954 to November 19, 1955. —
John G lles, Tavistock, Devon.

® Mr lles enclosed a cutting from
Gunner magazine of May 1995
showing 67 Bly Advance Party of
19 Fd Regt before its move from
Korea to Hong Kong in Dec 1954.
R Duck (ex-Bdr, 19 Fd Regt), of
Harley Street, London, W1, writes
to say that 25 Bty, 28 Bty and 67
Bty were on active service and
suffered casualties — Editor.

Rorke’s Drift
TO CORRECT a much-repeated
error, the British unit at Rorke's
Drift in the Zulu War of 1879 was
B Coy, 2/24 Warwickshire Regt,
not the South Wales Borderers,
which was not formed until 1884.
Of the 11 VCs awarded at
Rorke’s Drift only two went to
Welshmen. The officer in com-
mand that day was Lt John Chard
RE who won the VC. The men at
Rorke’s Drift consisted of B Coy,
24th Foot and some strays
including men of the Buffs and

Light Infantry. Eight officers and
131 men, including 35 who were
hospitalised, held off a force of
3,000 to 4,000 Zulus. — Edward
Kelly, ex-RE, Dover, Kent.

Danish VCs

IN HIS letter headed “Great
Danes” (Oct 14) David L Taylor
states that two Danes were the
only non-British subjects to win
the VC. According to the Register
of the Victoria Cross there are 14
non-British VCs — five Americans,
one Belgian, two Germans, one
Swiss, one Swede, three Danes
and one Russian.

The American Unknown War-
rior buried at Arlington National
Cemetery was presented with
one on Nov 11, 1921.

The award to Capt Hansen is
not included in the list of non-
British VCs. Five civilians have
also won the VC - four in the
Indian Mutiny of 1857 and the fifth
in Afghanistan in 1879. — George
R Goodwin, Northampton.

® Thanks go to N Anthony, of
Ammanford, Dyfed, Frank Mered-
ith, of Burnley, D F Tillyer, of Maid-
stone, Kent, and Michael B Potter,
of Bedford, who have written on
the same subject. — Editor.
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To ORDE R Fill in the order details and send them, with your cheque/PO in £ sterling only, to the address below. If you do
not wish to cut your magazine please photocopy this coupon, or send your details on a separate sheet of paper.

Name (block capitals please)
Address
Postcode
copies of The Soldier Calendar @ £6.50 (UK and BFPO)
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AMAZING NEW PEN

THAT WRITES IN THE DARK!!
YOU NEED THE ‘RITE@LIGHT PEN’

Shed some light on
reading & writing in the dark!!
No shadow with this High Quality

LED ball point pen.

Eye saving green light. LED life of
approx 300,000 hrs!!

Ideal tool for military personnel.
INTRODUCTORY PRICE only
£5.99 inc p&p
Rush cheque/PO to:

Crime Watch South West Limited
Crime Watch House,

106 Soundwell Road, Bristol BS16 4RE
Tel: 0117 956 8100

Allow 28 days for delivery

Able-WOVEN ) ‘72
320

Up to 30 letters/spaces - Black, Red or
Navy Bl

ue lettering on White 100% Polyester

Able-LABELS

1000 self-stick labels | Black on White
Name, Address, & or £430

UNIFORMS

MADE TO MEASURE

Mess Dress P.O.A.
Officers No. 2 Dress £395.00
OR's No.1 Dress £295.00
Officers No.1 Dress £325.00
S.B. Blazer £150.00
D.B. Blazer £175.00
Dinner Suit T/Wool £220.00
Dinner Suit Wool £250.00
Civilian Suits from £185.00

All prices subject 16 V.A.T. where applicable
48Hr or 2 Week Make up
Michael Jay Tailoring
5 TOMO BUSINESS PARK
STOWMARKET, SUFFOLK 1P14 5AY
TEL: 01379783736 FAX: 01379 783898

VISTA TIES

Over 300 individual Regimental
designs held in stock in Silk
and Polyester.

ﬂmesm

J Quick fun caricatures
at your vent

Over 40 Mess Ce ur!mms m date

GET THE

0181- 441 6607

Regimental Blazer Badges,
Plaques, Car Badges,
Ties & Key Fobs

Send s.a.e. for price list
D ] Parkinson (S)

186b Lewes Road, Brighton
Sussex BN2 3LD

Tel: 01273 686877 (a.m. only)
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MILITARY INSIGNIA

32 page illustrated catalogue lists hundreds
and hundreds of British insignia - anodised,
bullion, hackles, DZ flashes, s/titles, Para
wings, officers” badges, arm bands etc

Also 20 page illustrated French Foreign
Legion catalogue listing ALI
legion insignia.

Send £2 (British)

and £1 (French)

MIKE LAPWORTH
26 SOUTHDOWN ROAD
BRISTOL BS9 3NL

THE GOLD WIRE BADGE COMPANY

GOLD WIRE BLAZER BADGES £9.00
FRAMED GOLD WIRE BADGES £11.00 6"x6"
WHITE COTTON GLOVES £3.50
FAIRBAIRN-SYKES COMMANDO KNIVES
(Black) £21.50
BLACK BERETS £7.00
REGIMENTAL TIES & BOWS £8.30
WHITE LEATHER GAUNTLETS £19.00
ONE-OFFs, A SPECIALITY

11 Dalehead Drive, Shaw,
Oldham, Lancs OL2 8TJ.

Fax/Telephone 01706 846648
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any words up to 6 lines B'S::n?e Yellow - ; gy e
Black on Gold | Black on Clear | Blue, Green ; FORMERLY PRIORY PEWTER
S_ﬁg‘;ggm(fg;gs 55];8?(‘ ’ High quality pewter tankards,

" X 6" Printe: H
Sheets + 20 plain + 50 Envelopes ’ I hlp ﬂaSkS’ g°b|EtS' piates and
£8-95 DOUBLE PACK £12-50 4 much more. Engraved with
UK prices include Post/VAT. | Delivery For your own design we offer a | i
PayrF:::C'; with order please. | 14 days free coloured visual by return. Regimental Badges, Crests and

STEEPLEPRINT Ltd - Dept SO - Earls Barton
NORTHAMPTON NN6 OLS - & 01604 810781

MESS DRESS

Made to
Measure Mess
Dress for

Officers & NCO’s

The finest quality
uniforms from the
specialist Military tailor
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Interest Free Credit

)
wls
.

Full Medal Service

Our representatives are
in regular attendance
at most units and
will call on request
o
Call the specialist
Military tailor on

Germany, 0171526 1340
Ansaphone, 05751 15087
UK, +44 (0)113 282 6102

UNIF %RMAL

Uniformal Ltd., Meynell Avenue,
Rothwell, Yorkshire 1526 ONU
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e e e

34

Printed or woven designs.
Polyester, Silk/Polyester or Silk Cloth.
Minimum order 25 printed ties.

VISTA TIES, 28 HIGH STREET,
MERSTHAM, SURREY RH1 3EA.
TEL: 01737 645113

FAX: 01737 645892

LOST MEDALS
REPLACED IN RECORD TIME

FULL SIZE & MINIATURE
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE

WRITE OR PHONE FOR QUOTATION

RAYMOND D HOLDICH
Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre
7 Whitcomb Street
London WC2H 7THA

Tel: 0171-930 1979
Fax: 0171-930 1152 D

€ o VU1

® English-made
sweat shirts
® T-shirts single
& multi- coloured
designs
@ Embroidered
V-neck jumpers
also many other items
VISTA SPORTSLTD.
Vista House, 28 High Street, Merstham,
Surrey RH1 3EA.
Tel: 01737 645113 Fax: 01737 645892

Competitive prices.
Full colour brochure.

Logos to your own designs.

A R WENTWORTH (SHEFFIELD) LTD

Tankard House, 25 Leadmill Road, Sheffield S1 3JA
Tel: 0114 272 5676 &0114 275 4168 Fax: 0114 272 6651

T-Shirts, Sweatshirts,
Polos, Rugby Shirts,
Hooded Tops,
Singlets,

Baseball Hats, Ties,
Embroidered Badges
& Jumpers, Pennants,

Mugs, Sports Bags & Holdalls,
Jog/Track Suits & Shell Suits.

A S PROMOTIONS
12 Avenue Industrial Estate
Justin Road, London E4 8SU

Telephone: 0181-523 3283
Fax: 0181-531 7298

EMBROIDE

D & PRINTED

SPORTS & LEISUREWEAR

FOR THE PROFESSIONALS FROM THE PROFESSIONALS
Sweaters — Sweatshirts
T Shirts - Sports shirts
Rugby & Hockey Jerseys
Shorts Socks & Ties

FULL DESIGN & PERSONALISED SERVICE
NO MINIMUM ORDER

JENKINS KNITWEAR

5 VERNON PLACE NORTHERN COURT

BASFORD NOTTINGHAM NG6 ODE
Tel: (Nottm) 0115 9274469

GHARITIES

The National
Ex-Prisoner of War

Association

They answered the call to arms, stood
their ground and were made Prisoners
of War. What happened behind barbed
wire scarred them mentally and physically,
and now, in the wwilight of age, those
scars in many have become an
intolerable burden.
Registered in 1982 as
Charity No: 292804.
We exist to assist those in need.
Please help.
L Allan, Hon. Secretary:
99 Parlaunt Road, Slough SL.3 8BE
Tel/fax: 01753 818308

CHARITY
COMMISSION

Charities:
1. The Dortmund Garrison Golf Club
2. The Dortmund Station Welfare Fund
3. The Dortmund Station Officers’ Mess
Fund
Scheme for the distribution of the
funds
Reference: VCW/4948/CD(T)

The Charity Commissioners have made
a Scheme for these charities. A copy can
be seen for the next month at 16 Regt
RA, Centaur Barracks, Woolwich,
London, or a copy can be obtained by
sending a stamped addressed envelope
to Woodfield House, Tangier, Taunton,
Somerset, TA1 4BL, quoting the
reference above.




COMPETITION 649
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TOAD-IN-
Tﬁ{ ~fHOLE

These pictures are from
our Frank Finch cartoon
archives. Find ten differ-
ences in detail and you

: could be £50 richer or win
= - a new book. Circle the
differences in the bottom
picture, cut out the whole
panel, add your name and
address and send to
HOAY 649, Soldier,
Ordnance Road, Aldershot
GU11 2DU by November
29. Do not include any-

ﬁ:dayﬂ
TOAD-IN-

OBSERVANT
ARE YOU?

thing else in your envelope.
More than one entry can
be submitted but photo-
copies cannot be accepted.
The first correct entries
drawn will be the winners.
No correspondence of any
kind can be entered into.

The names of the
winner of the £50 first
prize and two runners-up
(awarded book prizes) will
be announced in the
January 6 issue.

Tﬁ{ ~HOLE

Name : (Give rank or title)

Address :

- Competition No 646 (Sept 30 issue): First correct entry
4:{ drawn was sent in by Miss D Tombs, of Army Training Reg-
iment, Pirbright, who wins £50. Book prizes go to runners-
*" - G A g up Tpr M J Bell, B Sqn Comms Dept, 1 RJG, Op Resolute,
L3 TECt— Gornji Vakuf, BFPO 548, and Mr H Gault, of Great
Yarmouth, Norfolk.
____________ e

Subscribe to

SOLDIER

The official magazine of the British Army

OVERSEAS
One year £23.00 d One year £32.20 d
Two years  £40.00 d Twoyears  £60.00 d

SOLDIER, Ordnance Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU
NAME: o .
ADDRESS:

POSTCODE: .
(PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS)

|
|
|
i
E
1
Send your cheque/PO (made payable to "SOLDIER") to: i
i
i
i
i
i
i
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HAVE YOU LOST
YOUR MEDALS?

[ MICHAEL JAY
| Exclusive HAND CUT
@ TAILORING

For your

MADE TO MEASURE ‘
Uniforms Suits ete

we offer

/] 14 day Make or

Consult the experts.
We can replace full size
medals and supply miniatures.

Ef:ﬂ hr EXPRESS A fast, efficient service.
P s B THE VETERANS’
0 b yenibey 7 MEDAL OFFICE

B Excellent payment terms

Local agent (o measure in most areas’

Tel: 01379 783736 PO Box 61, Dallington,
P dodi gy Heathfield, TN21 925

The serviece is simply unbeatable
5 TOMO BUSINESS PARK, STOWMARKET, SUFFOLK 1P14 5AY

Tel: 01435 830111

MINIATURE MEDALS

Return of post Service
Example of prices:-
CB: £32; CBE: £20; MC/DCM/MM/QGM: £11;
OBE/MBE/BEM: £9; MSM: £10; LS & GC: £6;
Coronation/Jubilee Medal: £8; UN Cyprus: £6;
UN Bosnia: £6; Accumulated CSM: £6;
S/Atlantic + rosette: £6; GSM G.VI.R. with clasp:
£7; GSM/CSM with clasp: £6; Gulf Medal with
clasp: £6; Second War Stars: £2 each;
Defence/War Medals: £4 each. Miniature
Mounting Bars for D.I.Y. mounting: 1 space - £1;
2-£1.10;3-£1.20;4-£1.30;5-£1.40;6-£1.50;
7-£1.60; 8-£1.80; 9 - £2.00; 10-£2.20
plus 17.5% V.A.T. and £1 postage

® 7.day medal mounting service for
full-size and miniatures in both ‘ordinary’ and
‘court’ style.

® Full-size medals supplied
* Wire Blazer Badges ® Mess Kit Badges
*® Display cases, medal ribbon, mounting
bars, ribbon bars etc.

Competitive Prices. First-class quality and
delivery guaranteed.

PHOENIX WORLD

A full range of pewter and “cold
cast bronze" figurines, car grill
badges and tankards to suit your
needs.

COMMISSIONS ACCEPTED.
MR107

(25¢cm)
£55.93

Send crossed Cheque/P.O. with order or S A.E
for Brochure.

PHOENIX WORLD REPRODUCTIONS

437 Valley Drive, Gravesend, Kent DA12 5UE
Tel: Gravesend (01474) 365511

Fax: (01474) 537166

“Cold cast bronze’

Send for comprehensive catalogue to the
Medal Specialists
(25p stamp appreciated):
MINIATURE MEDALS (SM)
30 COVENTRY ROAD, BURBAGE,
LEICESTERSHIRE LE10 2HP.
Telephone: (01455) 239262

EPAULETTE
SLIDES

For officers or other ranks. With
or without unit designation.
S.A.E. for price list.

Lancashire Embroidery & Insignia Ltd,
Knowsley Industrial Park North,
Kirby, Liverpool L33 7SA.

Phone: 0151-546 5161/2

EMBROIDERED
SWEATERS SWEATSHIRTS
POLO SHIRTS BADGES

PRINTED
TEESHIRTS SWEATSHIRTS
BADGES COFFEE MUGS
AND LOTS MORE!

ALL FROM ONE SUPPLIER
No artwork or setting up costs on the majority of
our goods. High quality, competitive prices and
prompt delivery. BFPO tax-free service.
Send for our new price list:
REYNOLDS SPORTS
51/52 HIGHSTREET, LINCOLN LN5 8AP

Tel: 01522 513333 Fax: 01522 530383 o

ARE YOU PERMANENTLY ON PARADE
OR IN THE SPOTLIGHT? IF SO,YOU /
NEED LEATHER LUSTRE FOR THAT

/

PERMANENT HIGH GLOSS FINISH /
FREEDOM FOR ALL THAT OFF-DUTY TIME  /AFTER THE

LOST ON SHINING LEATHER IS HERE

LEATHER LUSTRE is a Space Age formula that
gives your leather a permanent high gloss finish.
Not for a week, month or year, but for the life

of your leather product. You will always be
ready for inspections, details, conventions

or whatever your career may be. When

the shine gets dull or dirty it only requires
dusting, washing with a damp sponge,
or use of common household furniture
polish. It is guaranteed not to crack,
peel, or harm the leather in any way.

EATHER

Look around you and find the best
looking leather you have ever seen
and you will have found someone
using LEATHER LUSTRE.

This product has been used by law
enforcement, fire and rescue, sports
officials, medical and military
personnel throughout the world.

We will send you an 8 oz can with full
instructions for only £10.50 plus £2.50
for postage and packing and you will
have enough to do all of your shoes, /
belts, boots, etc., with plenty left over. /[
For larger orders please ring for trade
pnces.

SPECIAL OFFER - BUY 5 TINS AND GET ONE FREE
LEATHER LUSTRE (MIDLANDS) LIMITED, (SM).

Unit 3, Apex Business Park, Walsall Road, Norton Canes, Cannock, Staffordshire
WSI11 3PU. Tel: 01543 450064 FaxL 01543 279738.

.... 80z cans @ £10.50 per can
Name........ccooore. Total cost of cans

P&P £2.50 per can

Address. L uniie

TOTAL ENCLOSED

@

/@W Regal Military /|
' Tailors Sy gd

I

an) Military and Civilian Tailors !
7 3¢ Westfield House, Broad Lane, Bramley, Leeds LS13 3HA .

We offer the finest in Military and Civil Bespoke Tailoring,
for Officers and S.N.C.O.s.
All garments are made to measure and are fitted
by our Craftsmen.
We use only regimentally approved materials and
all work is carried out on our own premises.
We also carry a full range of accoutrements from stock.
We offer a discount off bulk orders.

Telephone/fax 0113 2361091

Regal Military Tailors, 3¢ Westfield House, Broad Lane,

Bramley, Leeds LS13 3JHA

D8

DISCOUNT AVAILABLE ON LARGER ORDER. SOL 28/10
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ELLO

CIVIL & MILITARY BESPOKE TAILORS
4 LADIES & GENTS
MESS DRESS

SPECIALISTS | ”
INTEREST !
FREE CREDIT.

All Accessories
Supplied.

For All Your Uniform.
Suit & Blazer
Requirements

Contact,
284-294 Ley St.
Iiford Essex. IG1 4BS
UK 01814782780

GERMANY 05252 4631
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We offer you the LOWEST PRICES on a wide range of

NEW CARS

Advanced Car Exports

Official PEUGEOT Agents

Please contact: Stan Bateman, Advanced Car Exports,
53A High Road, Bushey Heath, Herts, WD2 1EE
Tel: 0181-950 0500 (or fax 0181-950 8511)

JANTED!!!

© MULTI-SEAT VEHICLES

Tel: 01422 202009 Eve: 0468 393989

FOUR WHEEL DRIVES
Tel: 01274 832836 Eve: 0468 393990
Cash waiting - finance settled

Buyer collects mainland UK
Hovle Bros, Halifax, West Yorkshire

Advertisers please note
that the copy deadline for the Christmas
(December 9) issue of Soldier is November 11

maZba
Tax Free Sales

* Immediate delivery on most models
* Full UK spec * Low,/no deposit finance
x Part exchange * Continental delivery
¥ 323 from £9,149 * 626 from £39,999

MX3 from £10,0383

EXCLUSIVE EXPORT AGENT FOR
BFG AND BENELUX

POOL AUTOS

7020 Mons, Belgium
Tel: (65) 728836 Fax: (65) 724467

Serving the Services since 1968

Please forward details on:
323[] 626 ] MX3[] MX5[] MX6[] Xedos[]
Other Makes [l LHD/RHD

RANGERS

PEUGEOT MAIN DEALER
BETWEEN BULFORD CAMP AND LARKHILL

1= Forces discounts on full Peugeot
Range*

1= Finance at competitive rates

1= A convenient and generous trade-in
facility

WHEN YOU'VE TRIED THE REST
THEN COME TO THE BEST
BUY DIRECT FROM THE U.K.’s No. 1
EXPORT DEALER

Ring Rick Barton 01980 653434, from Germany 0044 1980 653434 or write
to: Rangers TMs, Rangers Garage, FREEPOST, Durrington, Salisbury,
Wilts SP4 8BR, England (ho stamp required).

POST THIS COUPON FOR OUR FREE INFORMATION PACK

NAME ANDIRANK ..ottt irnneseiasirns sedihos i isbsnssasisnassneviassssassisrsessshstssasmssing

A D DI RE GBIk, 1 1cvi o it ten hasessesimsadost e s i ae e e ot Shmt i Vose empar S eh AT Y
........................................................... TELL oo iveisis Bt o v s
LN 1T s ——— o DEL: REQ BY.....cc.cemmecorcsiinuessmnsinsiiiuinise
[ AP ATTBIRSIBE TN . resrssspasssstenss e sassomead stk saasasasstsereshosadstnnsmansnsdonsmsasagsessitiiss
Part exchange details ..........cccoeeurirrrimmmmsnrinesieensesiest s sasssnassssses
COUNMTY OF USE.....oovverimrecesresianneaissessssssress st

SOLDIER D8

UNBEATABLE
SERVICE .

e German or UK delivery
e RHD or LHD programme
e Used Car Sales in Germany

e Demonstration Vechicles at
Super Savings

e Finance — dm. or Sterling

NAME AND RANK ...ooeoeeeoereesseoeees oo sinseeessss TR ‘
ADDRESS...........ocorvrrre

1AM INEreSIB M ..ottt sttt s s s s s s atans
Part exehange details ..........cccciiuiimninnmenianisssissisnisnsiesnasessesasinsas srsspanssssnsnsans

COUNIIY OF USE.........oee ittt mnscsnsn e sssa s s ssssssasssassas s sesnssnsbensanssas

Germany 0130-8544-96

FREEPHONE
INSTANT AB'I'I{]N

HOTLIN
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EMBROIDERED LEISUREWEAR

& BADGES PLUS T-SHIRT &
SWEATSHIRTS

* Ties * Sportsbags
+ Golf umbrellas
* Baseball caps

Embroidered garments — Free original 24+
printed sweats and T-shirts, min gty 36
Badges — embroidered — min gty 25
Enamelled — min 100
Blazer badges —min 5
Ties — woven —min 50, printed min 36
Baseball caps min 50
Sports bags min 50
Golf umbrellas min 25

Write phone or

fax for colour

brochure to

Kilcreggan,
'IO ":S Dunbartonshire

G84 0JN
Tel 0143684 2581/2716 Fax: 0143684 2854

YOUR OWN DESIGN Bickerton Jewellery

are awaiting your call for details on their

REGIMENTAL BROOCHES

for information and price lists write, phone or fax to

J.M.BICKERTON

@ 0121 551 7366 23 Vyse Street, Birmingham B18 6LE
For beautifully made brooches in 9ct gold

Military Accounting Systems
Printers to HM Forces

Catalogue and Price List

T-SHIRTS
SWEATSHIRTS
POLO SHIRTS
+ LOTS MORE

If you find the some garment cheaper

we will refund the

difference. T.G.l. COTTONRIDGE
LEISUREWEAR

free on request
wpauaiy\\[OTK & Embroidered o pinted MILITARY [l

Lelsurewear Plus badges, crests & promotional items. LONDON E15 3JA
Call now for free catalogue
Telephone: 0181-534 3851
: s ) N S'Ystems Fax: 0181-555 7567
e h |:ﬂ_n__...' ‘ sh
NS

Rodney Road, Fratton Industrial Estate,
Portsmouth, Hants PO4 8SY.

Tel: (01705) 822436. Fax: (01705) 822177.

CHURCH STREET

Prﬂmotlms
e S D SR MR G S R eSS

-y

ARTISTIC EMBROIDERY CO.
(\&} College Road, Sialkot, Pakistan

e

. Ties

. Blazer Badges

. Standard Banners

. Regimental Colours

. Sword Knot — gold/leather
. Sam Browne Belts

. Metal Badges

. Pennants

. Hackles

SAMPLE

| U.K. MADE OLIVE

[= =R - Y L I R s

. O

GREEN T-SHIRTS

HUNDREDS OF
EMBROIDERED
STOCK DESIGNS
AVAILABLE.

CREDIT TERMS AVAILABLE
TO H.M. FORCES

38

BE BATTLE READY! -:

"You can be better prepared and equipped with SASS ||
UNIQUE military clothing and equipment.

i FOR THOSE WHO DEMAND
THE BEST AND KNOW
THE DIFFERENCE.

For your FREE
| 36 page colour catalogue
write or telephone

SPECIAL AIR-SEA SERVICES
St. George's Works, St. George’s
Quay, Lancaster,

Lancashire LA1 5QJ

Telephone (01524) 64204

432 '5‘5(1CC‘J
/589382

10. Pipe Banners

11. Brass Military Banners
12. Glengary Caps

13. Beret Caps

14. Flag Belts — leather

15. Gloves — leather

16. Aigulettes
17. Cords/Tassel - Gold

S AR RS S OIS NS Rk SR sERe
TR 4 b A il
NS N BN S S S

o7

* T-SHIRTS

* SWEATSHIRTS

* POLOSHIRTS

* RUGBY SHIRTS _;

* DRILL TOPS o
*+ SWEATERS * CAPS

_ For FREE colour brochure from}
) the U.K's leading supplier to
H.M. Forces contact:

TEES TOTAL

High Street,Wootton Bassett, i
Swindon,Wilts SN4 7AB '
TEL:(01793) 849888

FAX:(01793) 849890 §
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| Pan Pals |

REPLIES. To reply to a pen pal, write
a letter and send it to Soldier Magazine
at the address below. The box number
must be CLEARLY written in the
TOP LEFT CORNER of the
envelope. Your envelope must be no
larger than 8" x 4" and should contain
only a letter plus a photograph if
requested. Replies received more than
three months after the cover date and
large, heavy, or poorly addressed
envelopes will not be forwarded.

TO ADVERTISE FOR A PEN

PAL. Please send for details
enclosing a  stamped  self-
addressed envelope to: Soldier

Magazine, Ordnance Road,
Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU.

Sue, 5'10", slim with blonde hair,
green eyes. Enjoys writing letters, the
cinema, reading, crosswords, country
pubs, travel, music and dancing. Seek-
ing sincere pen pals, 28-36, with
GSOH. P847 2396
Sheila, 33, with dark hair and blue
eyes, 5'5" tall. Fairly attractive divorced
mum and hard working staff nurse.
Enjoys most things in life and has a
GSOH. Seeking pen pals, 30-38. P848

23/96
Diane, 34, 5', and young looking.
Enjoys travel, pubs, walking and writ-
ing and is a single parent with a son of
13. Seeking pen pals aged 30-40. P849
Jo, 28, 5'4", slim build with blonde
hair and blue eyes. Enjoys keep-fit,
clubbing, shopping, sport and having a
good laugh. Seeking pen pals, 24-32.
P850 23196
Mandy, 22, 5'9", with blonde hair and
blue eyes. Likes clubbing, keep-fit,
children and having a good time. Seek-
ing pen pals (Southern region prefer-
ably), 20-35. P851 23196
Nicola, 34, 5'6", slim and attractive
with GSOH. Enjoys walking, garden-
ing, eating out and generally enjoying
life. Wanting to write to an officer and
a gentleman, 30+. P852 23096
Lorraine, 24, 5’6", a slim brunette
who likes socialising, dancing, movies,
animals and walking. I am very busy
with two jobs and need letters to come
home to. P853 23096

Second hand bookshop requires
books on all subjects, especially mili-
tary history and politics. We collect!
TYLON BOOKS, Merton Abbey
Mills, Merantum Way, London SW19
2RD. Tel: 0181 540 371. EO1

[ Bosingss ©pps |

You have tried the rest, now try the
best. We need business builders and
agents now. For free information pack
phone 01325 255035. 23096

FOR SALE. Partership in estab-
lished photography business in
Bournemouth. Freehold property with
accommodation, equipment, fixtures
and fittings. Stock included. £49,500.
Tel: 01202 391595. 2396

NIGHTCLUB

Outskirts of Manchester
(Denton)
Nightclub, Bar & Function
Room
O 500 capacity
O 2.00 am licence
O Tirnover approx £ 200,000 p.a.
O Leasehold o.a. £85,000
(+ sav)
O Rent £18,000 p.a.
Telephone Steven Walsh on
0161 320 4310 (Club)
01457 860706 (Home)
0378 971906 (Mobile)

PHOTC

S,

TOWN CENTRE
SOUTH MANCHESTER (DERBYSHIRE)
GP 40%, L/UP, rent £200 PWX.

Very well established, huge scope for
photo studio on 1st floor.

Bus £59,950 sav (dep £28,000 sav).
Tel: TSA 0161 832 7192

Please quote REF 5250

2 Bools |

P s |

“Head-dress Badges
of the British Army”
by Kipling and King. The collectors’ Blblc.
“The Ultimate Christmas Gift”
Volume One (1800-1920)
Volume Two (1920-1995)
£107.50 the set, posted. Only 25 sets left

w Jeep

The American Legend.

SCE

Absolutely urgent. Wanted - LHD
vehicles. Any condition. Cash buyer.
Tel: 0181-534 4016 or 0181-555
0823. Fax: 0181-534 0033 (10am to
10.30pm seven days). 1

BARRETTS

OF CANTERBURY

Dedicated Land Rover dealer
since 1946
*
Closest UK dealer to the continent
*
Tax Free or Tax Paid
*
Part exchanges welcome
*

Contact Andrew Thrush

01227 454040
EcarsiwahTed i

Left-hand drive vehicles urgently
wanted. Any condition. Cash buyer.
Tel: 0181-534 4016 or 0181-555
0823. Fax: 0181-534 0033 (10am to
10.30pm) seven days.

EREErEa nmEnt

CABARET HYPNOTIST. Gareth
Savage, DHP, MNCH. Christmas par-
ties, summer balls. Clean family fun.
Book now to save disappointment.
Ring Brecon (01874) 625031. 296

Liong

CGMG

Entertainment
Function Bands,

Disco & Karaoke
Comedians, Cabaret
Dance Shows
For all ranks,

Sgts'/ Officers’ Mess
Wedding & Private functions
Tel: 0181-789 7227 / 6645
Fax: 0181-785 3533
Connextions The Name
You Can Trust!

D6

| For Sala |
Tapestry kit 'Camp Scene 1803:

PORTRAITS IN OIL. Any subject.
Uniformed military a speciality. From
£95 framed. Painted from photo-
graphs. Firm quotations. For details
phone 01203 448409. 2396
The Day the War Ended or A Sap
Amongst The Sappers. An amusing
two-hour audio cassette of army life in
1944-1948, Price £9.99. Leaflet on
request. Proceeds to St Dunstan's. White
Star Publications, Westbury, Wiltshire
BA13 3NY. Tel: 01373 823271 2519
“A SOLDIER’S POCKET BOOK”
384 pages include: Basic Battle Skills,
Fieldcraft, Orders. SOPs: Scouts,
Emergency Alarms, Routines in the
Field, Tank Target Indication, Working
with Helicopters, Map Reading &
Orienteering, First Aid, NBC,
Adventure Trg, Skill at Arms, Full info
on SAS80/LSW, Tests and APWTs,
GPMG Light Roll, Signals, Mines,
MT Driver, Tank and Aircraft
Recognition. ISBN 1-874528-02-0.
Price £7.50 (inc p&p UK/BFPO).
Trade terms on application. Available
from selected Naafi Branches,
Bookshops or direct from publishers:
MILITARY POCKET BOOKS, PO
Box 28, Leven, Beverley, East Yorks
HU17 5LA. Tel/fax: 01964 542878.1c

NATO (IFOR) medals now
available. Full size £15.00,
miniatures £7.50 + VAT(UK) +

postage(75p). Send SAE for catalogue
to: Miniature Medals (SM), 30
Coventry Road, Burbage, Leics LE10
2HP. 25096
e e e Je e e e e e e v e e e e e ok e de ke dede e de e e
Regimental Shields, Plaques and
Shieldclocks. In good company with
most Regiments and Corps of the
British Army we made your Shields for
the Falklands, the Gulf and now
Bosnia and Croatia and most otherUN
locations. Let us design your
Regimental and Operational Shields.
Write for a full colour brochure
to:Military Marketing International,
74-77 Steward Street, Ladywood,
Birmingham BA18 7AF. Tel/fax:
0121-4545393. Minimum order 25
Shields. £9.95, no VAT outside the
UK. Shieldclocks £17.50. e

e e ek e e e e e e e e e e ke ek e ok e kok

Fieldcraft, life skills, shooting skills,
outdoor survival, self-defence and
much more. Free. The Outdoorsman’s
Bookstore, PO Box 15, Brecon, Powys
LD3 7XZ or phone 01874 658660. 259
Pro boots. Latest issue Gore-Tex,
thinsulate lined sizes 6-12. Suppliers to
Police, TAVRA, UOTCs. Contact
Martin Leonard (evenings), M]htary
Mart, 01874 730762. 5196
Qosterbeek Crossroads 1944 By
David Sheppard. Beautifully framed
£65.00. This plus 100s of other quality
prints from Waterloo to Basrah Road.
Send £1.75 S. Lebihan, 50 Singleton

; Close, SW17 9JZ. 2596
in stock. Vol Two £42.50 posted. D Three Bandsmen'. £17.95 by post
HL&PK;’;E@S;’;"SQ’““ JERERINEE DREL 1 from Clio Design, 2 Uphams Cot- | Please mention SOLDIER when
(Tel: 01252 716303). ISR TR ZLELEY  xcs, Eoscooune St Midhurst | replying to advertisments
THINK WE'L FAL? )
NAH. NOT FROM
THiS HEIGHT !




Cap badges, medals. Many
collectable items. Medal mounting
service, framing. Large selection of
military and aviation videos available
from Military and Aviation Shop, 162
High Street, Watford, Hertfordshire
WD1 2EG. Tel: 01923 222446, 2500

Cap badges, regimental ties, blazer
badges insignia. Send £1.50 for list to:
Cairncross (Dept S), 31 Belle Vue
Street, Filey, North Yorks. 2096

British military cap badges and
insignia. Send SAE for free list. Mr D
B Dring, 16 Briar Garth, Driffield, E
Yorkshire YO25 7UL. 2

Largest manufacturers and
exporters of  hand-embroidered
Bullion Badges for Army, Navy, Air
Force, Police, Schools, Colleges,
Clubs, etc. Flags, Banners, Sashes,
Coats-of-Arms, Family Crests and all
military accoutrements. Also leather
gloves, footballs, track suits. Contact: J
Arthur (PVT) Lid, PO Box 301,
Sialkot 51310, Pakistan. Fax: 92 432

22/9

588605. 2509
Ties, badges, plaques, standard
designs or custom-made. Blazer

buttons, medals, accoutrements. SAE
appreciated for lists. The Heraldic Co,
Overbriar, Beechwell Lane, Edge End,
Coleford, Glos GL16 7THA. Tel/fax:
01594 832200. As

John Bull military clothing,
Catterick Garrison DL9 4DH. Full
list, SAE 36p. BFPO, FOC. Shemaghs
£6.90, insulated mugs, large, £1.99.
Helly Hansen-Buffalo. 01748 833614

EO1

Military Insignia. British and
Colonial, Victorian to date. No re-
strikes. 50p for 32-page listing.
Shotton, 7 Peak Road, Clanfield,
Hants. AS96

Hand-embroidered regimental
blazer badges. Specialist in civil and
military ceremonial regalia, corporate
accessories, insignia and accoutrement
manufacturers. Leslie & Company,
Commissioner  Road,  Sialkot-1,
Pakistan. Fax: +92-432-588815. Tel:
+92-432-86689/592892. E-mail:
shaukat@1bm.infolink.net.pk.

Military, sports, coronation,
police, school, masonic and
miscellaneous medals and badges.
Send 2x26p stamps for list: 18
Hollybank Road, Birkenhead,
Merseyside 141 2SY. 246

Army Cap Badges. Send SAE plus
80p for lists to: Clans and Regiments,
14 Elm Grove, Aldbrough, East

| Homsas [

Semi-Detached family home; three
bedrooms, through lounge/dining
room, kitchen, garage, gardens front
and rear. Established private estate
outskirts Darlington. £47,500 ono.
More details on request. Tel: 01325
381340 after 5pm.

| Cousaleds |

HAMLETS

Property Letting & Management
HOMEOWNERS -
Moving in UK or abroad?

Let us make your property work for you. Our
small but professional company finds suitable
tenants, manages your property and ensures its
return to you as and when required. With an office
base in Loughborough we cover most East
Midlands areas.

For further information please telffax :

01509 266151
or write lo:
134 KNIGHTTHORPE ROAD,
LOUGHBOROUGH, LEICS LE11 5JU

Please mention SOLDIER when
replying to advertisments
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ARMY SPORTS LOTTERY RESULTS

OCTOBER 19, 1996

First prize (18 goals, £2,500): Bdr PM
Bass, 14 Regt RA, Larkhill

TEN-way tie for second prize (17 goals, £350
each): Maj S| Becker, HQ QMG, Andover;
LCpl MA Lindsay, 62 Cyprus Sp San RE,
BFPO 58; Cpl LS Middleton, 35 Engr Regt,
BFPO 31; Sgt JT Nicholl, RAC Gunnery
School, Lulworth; Maj D Parsonage, ATR
Glencorse; Maj TM Sayer, HQ QMG,
Andover; LCpl | Taylor, 11 Sig Regt,
Blandford; Cpl ASG White, 2 RGJ, BFPO
806; Lt Col ME Wilcox, MOD; SSgt HN
Wright, Belfast SIB RMP, BFPO 801.

OCTOBER 12, 1996

NINE-way tie for first prize (16 goals,
£666.67 each): Cpl NA Butler, 2 RTR,
BFPO 38; Capt RA Coveney, 220 Fd Sqn
(EOD) RE(V), Heston; Cpl JA Grouse, 17
Port and-Maritime Regt RLC, Marchwood;
Pte CMH Hackford, 1 LI, Colchester; WO1
B Leslie, 16 Signal Regt, BFPO 40; W02
PJ Lineham, HQ 1 (UK) Armoured
Division, BFPO 15; W02 GD Sampson,
ATR Pirbright; W02 CW Stemp, 2 LI,
BFPO 22; Lt Col R Thornton, 16 Armd Fd
Amb, Tidworth.

GREENFIELD PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

WE PROVIDE A COMPLETE,

COMPREHENSIVE AND  EFFICIENT

LETTING AND MANAGEMENT SERVICE
AT THE LOWEST RATE OF 10%.

WE LOOK AFTER YOUR PROPERTY

USING EXPERIENCED STAFF

SPECIALISED IN DEALING WITH HM
FORCES.

'PHONE OR WRITE FOR BROCHURE:
GREENFIELD HOUSE,
DOWLANDS LANE, COPTHORNE,
WEST SUSSEX RH10 3HX.

TEL/FAX: (01342)71867 1(24hrs)

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE -
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

All classified advertisements are accepted on a prepaid basis only, and are subject to the
following conditions.

The Publishers reserve the right to decline any copy material of which they may not approve
whether an order shall have been accepted or not. All advertisements are accepted sugje‘ct to
approval and conditionally upon space being available. The Publishers reserve the right to make
any alteration they consider necessary or desirable in an advertisement to meet their approval.
The Publishers also reserve the right to cancel or suspend any advertisement without sta ting a
reason.

While cvcr{L endeavour will be made to meet the wishes of advertisers, the Publishers do not
guarantee the insertions of any particular advertisement.

The Publishers shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial failure

(however caused) of publication or distribution of any edition in which any advertisement is
scheduled to appear.

The Publishers shall not be liable for errors occurring after the first insertion of an advertisement
in a series. It is the responsibility of the advertiser to inform the Publishers of any such error in
sufficient time to allow amendment. A voucher copy will not be supplied.

Advertisements will be placed under the following headings:

Accommodation, Business Opportunities, Cars, Cars Wanted, Entertainment, Exhibitions, For
Sale, Gift Services, Holidays, Houselets, Notices, Pro, erty for Sale, Reunions, Services,
Situations Vacant, Situations Wanted, Training, Wanted. Other headings will be applied if
deemed acceptable by the Publishers.

The placing of an order for the insertion of an advertisement shall amount to an acceptance of the
above conditions and any conditions stipulated by an agency or advertiser shall be void insofar

as they are in conflict with them. cr
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All unmade plastic kits wanted.
Airfix, Frog, Revell. Tanks, ships,
planes. Also aviation and military
books, Action Man dolls, aircraft
models. Write to: Rivendell, 2B King's
Road, Biggin Hill, Kent. 23796

NOTICE TO READERS

The publishers of SOLDIER Magazine cannot accept
responsibility for the accuracy of any advertisement
or for any losses suffered as a result. Readers are
strongly recommended to make their own enquiries
and seek appropriate commercial, legal and financial
advice before sending any money or entering into
any legally binding agreement.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

Yorkshire HU11 4RQ. Guarantee and m’:ﬁgg AE BLOCKCCAPIALG), ~ Tt R e R g ¢ miren s fi pinent se b vt - S o
generous discounts. TC ADDRESS . ..o
Peter Hicks Associates, comprehensive
range of military figurines available in CLASSIFICATION . . Postcode.
resin bronze and silver. Commissions
always  considered.© Ring for ! £ 3 . 5
information/brochure. Tel/fax: 01380
828382. 25096 5 7 a e 10
| [}]G]@UQ | 1 12 13 14 15
16 17 18 19 20
DELIGHTFUL
BLACKPOOL HOTEL 2 2 = " 2
in Prime Location
Run by Ex -Serviceman o = - =
Special discount rates for members of HM &
Forces and their families for holidays,
E:‘Egiti g:jdl?;;?:j.fissczurl::tf:ning If you need more space, or do not wish to cut the magazine, please write clearly on plain paper.
meal. COST: 30p PER WORD, MINIMUM CHARGE £6.00. VAT AT 17.5% MUST BE ADDED
,’_Hglmhur';f Hotel NB: NAME AND ADDRESS AND/OR PHONE NUMBER SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN COST
14 Reads Avenue, IF YOU REQUIRE A CONFIDENTIAL BOX NUMBER, ADD £2 .35 (INC. VAT) PER INSERTION AND TICK BOX []
Blackpool Central
5 WORDS AT 30 = Send to:
Telephone: 01253 25977 X IErSEI?TIONSp = é CLASSIFIED ADS
Proprietor:Tony Salvin VAT AT 17 5% -5 diowdl
Villa near Paphos, Cyprus. Two BOX NUMBER (INC. VAT) =EF ORDNANCE ROAD
bedrooms, sleeps five. From £80 pppw TOTAL ENCLOSED = ALDERSHOT

including car. Flights from £200.
Phone: 001 2025886820, fax: 001
20258877872.

40

CHEQUE/PO Number

ALL CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS MUST BE PREPAID AND WILL BE INSERTED IN THE FIRST AVAILABLE ISSUE

[Payable to SOLDIER) HANTS GUT 1 2DU




| WORK BEGINS ON ALDERSHOT LANDMARK

(QPOxT
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Stadium reb

uild on

road to excellence

WORK on the British Army’s

new Centre for Sporting Excel-
lence has begun and the first
“casualty” to be treated is one
of Aldershot’s sporting land-
marks — the Military Stadium
grandstand, writes Laurie
Manton.

The ageing structure in
Queen’s Avenue has been
gutted and will be rebuilt to
provide seating for 1,000 spec-
tators. Incorporated in the
refurbished grandstand will be
new changing rooms, showers
and toilets.

Itis part of an action plan put
together by HQ Land and HQ
Physical  Training  Corps
designed to ensure all Army
sports facilities will be upgrad-
ed and properly maintained.

The plan will create four
levels of facilities:

® Top-grade stadiums,
pitches, courts and track for
Army-level competition will
mostly be concentrated on
Aldershot.

® Divisional and garrison-
level facilities will be based on
future areas of troop concen-
trations. At the hub of each will
be a Garrison Physical Training
and Recreation Centre which
will offer a choice of facilities
including multi-purpose gym-
nasiums, swimming pools and
squash courts.

® At unit level, facilities will
be created at units located
miles away from garrison cen-
tres.

@ Although Aldershot will
be the centre for the majority of
Army sports, there will be
exceptions. Sailing, pentathlon
and parachuting centres will
remain at Gosport, Arborfield
and Netheravon respectively.

According to the Director of
the Army Sport Control Board,
Maj Gen Simon Lytle, the
improvements at Aldershot will
take priority because “the need
there is the greatest”.

He said: “For the most part,
our Army-level facilities are in a
poor state and require immedi-
ate attention.

“Aldershot has always been
the centre of Army sport. Our
Victorian and Edwardian fore-
fathers built an excellent centre

Just an empty shell. The Military Sta
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dium’s old wooden

i

~ i = 2 - - é
i ) o T ‘:::l 8 s

seating system has been stripped out and burned.

Inset — Maj Gen Simon Lytle, Director Army Sport Control Board, who is overseeing the operation to
update the Army’s sports facilities at Aldershot

for Army sport based on com-
prehensive and, in their time,
first-class facilities.

“The swimming pool. [closed
in 1984] at the Army School of
PT and that monument to
‘wriggly tin’ architecture, the
Aldershot Military Stadium,
bear this out, and the Fox,
Maida and Mons gymnasiums
were way ahead of their time in
size and scope.

“Qur problem is that for far
too long we lived off that invest-

ment without replacing or
updating it. We are now doing
so and, by the Millennium,
Aldershot will have a Centre of
Excellence for Army Sport that
is second to none.”

Maida gymnasium was refur-
bished early this vear.

It houses the Army Boxing
Centre and has seating for 800
but it also provides a home for
badminton, basketball, volley-
ball and netball.

During the rebuild of the

" D ——

Spr Dave Gaskell takes a tumble during the inaugural Army water
skiing championships at Nottingham. Full report in the next issue

Military Stadium the running
track will be relaid to modern
standards and extended to
eight lanes. A new public
address system and a state-of-
the-art electronic scoreboard
designed to cater for several
sports will be installed.

A floodlit astro-turf hockey
pitch already exists nearby.
Another is to be constructed to
establish the Army Hockey
Centre as a championship
venue.

An Army indoor tennis centre
was built last year. This winter,
up to 12 new all-weather courts
will be constructed on an adja-
cent plot of land.

Rugby is moving to a new
home next door to the Military
Stadium. By 1998, the site will
be properly drained, floodlit
and have a small grandstand.
The rugby training ground was
floodlit earlier this year.

In company with other major
UK garrisons, Aldershot will
have its own physical training
and recreation centre. Work on
the facility, which will include a
swimming pool, will com-
mence in 1998. It will be erect-
ed on the site of the old Mons
Lines parade ground.

a1
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ARE YOU a top class sports-
man or woman, or do you
know of one serving in your
unit? If so, then Capt Lizzie
James Park would like to hear
from you.

She is compiling an Army
sports database for public rela-
tions purposes on behalf of the
Director of Public Relations
(Army), Brig Philip Trousdell,
who is seeking to promote
Army sport.

She needs details of every
serving competitor who has
performed at each level from
an Army team up to taking part
in international competitions.

Database entries for Army
sports personalities will be cat-
egorised. Category A is for
anyone who has competed at
national or international level;
B for those competing at Com-
bined Service Level or above,
and who have had a national
trial; and Category C for Army
or Combined Service competi-

spotlight

tors who have
not had a
national trial.
Brig Trous-
dell has also
introduced a
year-long pilot
scheme to
increase the
profile of eight
Army sports —
football, ath-
letics, cricket,
hockey, lawn
tennis, net-
ball, rugby

union and
squash.
The Army

Sport Control
Board cur-
rently recog-
nises 28 sports ranging from
hang gliding and judo to table
tennis and martal arts. Others
such as powerlifting and water-
skiing are being considered for
formal approval.

Even the new Eurofighter aircraft came to Farn-
borough to see Cpl “Robbo” Robinson and his
amazing super-bike. The Great Britain duathlete
is one of a selection of top Army sports men and
women whose successes are being recorded on
the Army’s sports database

For further details and a pro-
forma contact Capt James Park
c¢/o DPR (A), Ministry of Def-
ence, Main Building, White-
hall, London SW1A 2 HB, or
on Main Building 81508.

Goliath misreads script

Richmond Developing XV 104,
Army U210
ONCE in a while sporting fix-
tures turn into a travesty. This
fixture was precisely that,
writes Tom Wye.

The alarm bells started ring-
ing when the full back of the
Combined Services senior
team was seen warming up to
take the field against a single
Service Under 21 team.

Concern proved justified as
the red-shirted youngsters were
routed by an older, larger,
more skilful and, probably,
semi-professional Richmond
team.

The one-way traffic was as
boring and routine as the
jumbo jets passing overhead
and nobody could have got any
satisfaction from such a mis-
match. This was a real David

42

and Goliath event, which,
unfortunately did not have the
same Biblical ending.

By half-time the home team
had run in eight tries and con-
verted six for an interval lead of
52 points. The second half was
an exact repeat and the final
whistle blew with the score-
board recording a 104 points to
nil “victory” for Richmond.

To the credit of the Army
boys they did pin the home
team behind their own 22
metre line for ten minutes in
the last quarter but their brave
endeavours were not rewarded.

Spr Ben Hughes RE finished
the game bloodied but
unbowed, and new boys Pte
Mac McGuire RLLC and Pte
Ambrose, also RL.C, acquitted
themselves well.

The one-sided scores cur-

rently being registered in the
professional game are a direct
result of “cheque-book” rugby.

This game was an indirect
result of that in as much as
Richmond had “purchased” a
new team during the close
season which had the knock-on
effect of many former first team
players being relegated to the
support teams.

Such one-sided games can be
expected until leagues, teams
and fixture lists sort themselves
out. It will be a good day for
rugby when there is a distinct
divide between the amateur and
professional game.

Until then point margins of
three figures will continue. The
only positive thing to come out
of this game was that none of
the Army players suffered any
permanent injuries.

Met Police 0, Army 2

THE ARMY retained the
Grenadier Guards Challenge
Cup at Imber Court, East
Molesey, the home of the Met-
ropolitan Police football team,
with a goal in each half from
yet another new-look Army
team, writes Derrick Bly.

Conditions were superb and
these two teams always pro-
duce a good tie, the last three
matches having gone to penal-
ty shoot-outs.

Army Coach QMSI Duncan
Russell, deputising for his
name-sake QMSI Pat Russell,
welcomed back LSgt Paul
Fagin, Bdr Gary Tootill, Cpl
Wayne McHugh and Cpl Alan.
In the absence of LCpl Bob
Hope and LBdr Lee Bluck, he
gave the striking roles to Cpl
Lee Innes and LCpl Darren
Glenister.

WO2 Kevin Parkins and Sig
Joe Collins worked hard to
contain the home strikers.

Cpl Alfie Alford, who
received a square ball from
SSgt Alan Higgins, made
ground before unleashing an
unstoppable right foot shot
from 25 yards. Met keeper
Land stood and watched. The
Police substitute, Coding,
brought a superb one-handed
save low to his right from Cpl
Ian Elliott.

The second half was only 15
minutes old when Innes capi-
talised on a Met Police defen-
sive error, but his effort was
half-saved and  Glenister
tapped the loose ball home.

McHugh and Tootill, who
quickly displayed his close-ball
skills, replaced Alford and
Zoldan and the Army had the
better of the second period.

A loose ball from Parkins
saw Elliott again come to the
rescue but the Army recovered
and continued to attack the
Met with both Innes and
Glenister going close to
increasing the lead.



Soldier Readers can enjoy discounts
of up to 28% on RAC Membership.

And trouble-free motoring.

RAC membership cuts the cost and the worry of
breakdowns - our patrols fix over 80% of all
vehicles on the spot. Callouts are quick and, like
our labour, absolutely free.

And with personal membership you can call

on our services no matter whose car you are
travelling in.

What's more, just by ringing the number below,
you can save up to £34 on joining the RAC

To join or for further details call FREE on:

0800 581077

quoting your code GE 0008.

If you are already a member of the RAC you
can enjoy discounted rates at your next
membership renewal. Call 0902 722 722
for details, quoting GE 0008.

This offer cannot be used in conjunction with any other RAC offer. Discounts apply to certain service
levels and all payment me t instalments. Prices include Insurance Premium Tax at the
standard rate of 2.5% on VAT exe nsurance and joining fee if applicable. All details correct at
time of publication. Full membership details in RAC Terms Of Membership

YOU'VE ARRIVED
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Pride of Leopards: German troops patrol the tank park at Castlemartin before the ceremonies
which marked their departure after 35 years in Dyfed, Wales. Full story in Pages 16-17 ————
Picture: Stuart Bingham ,_—78
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