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HO > ,  Splitting a carcase, shoeing a horse, baking a loaf 
or joining a petrol pipe - there's always some. THE .RASC thing to be learned at Buller Barracks, Aldershot - . 

N oil-painting of General' 
Sir Pedveh Buller VC 
amlles proudly down on 

the letters "ASC" in the 
moslic floor 01 the entrance .:'> 
to the Royal Army Service ."' 

Corps headquarters afflcerd ' 
mess at Aldwshot. 

His portrait is there by 
right. .General Buller was the 
founder of the .modern Royal, ' .  i 

rmy Service Corps. 
It was in 1887, when he was 

uuartermaster-General, that he 
proposed a new corps which 
officers could join to make trans- 
port and supply their careers. 

' I t  came into ,being dt the end 
or 1888. 

"I want," he wrote, "to ,officer 
py new organisation With men 
who will have the same prestige 
and position as officers' of the 
Combatant branches." Then, gett- 
ing down to practical problems, 
he began searching,Britain for 
a colour-printer who could repro- 
duce the difference in colour be- 
tween old and yonng beef, for the 
benefit of the butchers of the 
new Army Service Cwps. 
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At Aldershot today, in the ' 

irracks which wete named 
ter General Buller. there is 

,,.enty of evidence that his am- 
bitions for his new corps were 
fruitful.. The war memorial which 
stands at  the side of the Corps 
Training Centre Headquarters, 
bears testimony to the combatant 
prestige of the Corps. In the two 
world wars. the Royal Armr 
Service, Corps had curiously '. 
-similar numbers of killekl: 280 
officers and 8187 men.in the first8 
,286 officers and 8871 men in  the , . 
second. In the annals of World ' :  : 
W.ar Two these ,are stories of 7 
Royal A m y  Service Corps units 
which fought as Infantry in - 
Tunisia and Germany, and of a 
paik column which fought and 
captured a German fighting patrol 

. 

Italv. 

Not far fxac kGler $wacks 
is the Garrison Church of St 
George, which the Roval Armv 

I 
Service corps calls iis G + s  
Cathedral," and which la believed 
to be the only church to have a 
foundation stone laid by Queen 
Victoria. Althon h the Corps 
shares the churci with others, 
its memorials predominate, and 
include its Books OfRemembrance 
of the two world wars. Among 
the tablets to former officers of 
the Corps is one whlch bears the 
name of Major H. S. Buckle, 
father of Brigadier D.'E V. Buckle, 

present Training Commandant Centre. 
of the Corps 

Another home of Corps tradi- 
tion is the museum in Buller 
Barracks. a "misappropriated 

'mobillsatlon store impressively 
Panelled. The panelling was made 
With great skill from tea-chests. 
Now the museum has been taken 
over by the newly-formed Royal 
Army Service Corps Institution, 
and is to house the Corps 
archives. It will also have a 
microfilm projector on which 
resear&ers will be able to study 
reproductions of Pistorical docu- 
ments. 

The "front door" of the Royal 
Army Service Corps is 5 Training 

Battalion, at No mp.  This & 'he band of the 
the unit which receives every KASC Is based 
recruit to the Corps - National ot Aldershot and 
Servicemen. Regulars and men plays at  cadets' 
transferring from other a r q s .  passing-out par- 
More than 70,000 have passed ades. Right: A 
through the Battalion since it trumpeter af the 
was formed in 1948. Boys Company. 

Those recruits who arrive in 
civilian clothes spend a fortnight 
with the Battalion, learning basic 
soldiering, including weapon 
training. Then they appear on a Beiow: 
passinpout parade at  which the and drum. 
order, "General Sdute - Slope halpmarchingre- 
~ r n ;  is given, since their rifle crulh of ''a''- 
drill has not reached the "Re- Ing 
sent" stage. By that time, they 
have been sorted into their pro' 
hable trades. and those who are 
potenltal officer-cadets have sur. 
mounted the first hurdle on the 
road to a commlsslon. 

The potential officer - cadets 
pasa from 5 Battalion to 1 Train- 
ing Battalion, which carriea ont 
the Corps regimental training. 
Young offlcers from Sandhurgt 
go to the same 
Battallon fox train- r 

A bit ra ged yet, but new trick 
ridera o?the Hone Transport 
a m p a n y  learn fast. Left: Riders 
practise vaulting on trotting horses. 

By tie end of World War Two, 
e Royal Army Service Corps 

made up an eighth of the British 
Army. By land, sea and air, it 
supplied the Army with food, 
petrol and ammunition - and 
men. 

Buller Barracks is known as the 
cradle of tbe Corps. No Regular. 
i6 launched on his career without 
a preliminary spell there, ,and 
he will not go far up the pr0.m- 
tion ladder without returning at 

tervals for courses. 
It is the home of Corps tradition. 

'ne Headquarters mess has in itp 
dining-room a portrait g a l l 4  of 
distinguished officers of thecorps. 
Until recently. the qualificatioii 
for joining It was to have done 
something which marked a stage. 
in the development of the Co'rpa. 
One or two of the dates r e v d !  

Campony drlll on the blockbord, for the 
ser eant-majors' course. The Instructor is RSM Py:E;$$ 
of I Training Battallon.who was farmerly a&ddsfreamer. r $1 '9, ... 
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