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The 132mph BMW 3.0Si.

When it’s a matier of power.

Power not for its own sake, but for what it can achieve.

For those with a natural regard for power look beyond the prestige
of ownership and appreciate a BMW for its true value.

The BMW 3.0Si provides opportunities to overtake confidently
when others must cautiously hold back. Its 220 brakehorsepower
engine retains latent reserves: in hazardous situations Apollo-like
acceleration is readily on hand to speed you clear.

The chance to cruise effortlessly at the maximum speed all day
holds exciting possibilities. Cross France in less than 12 hours.
From Boulogne to Nice between dawn and dusk now comes well

within your scope. The BMW 3.0Si has electronic fuel injection
precisely-metered by its own compact computer,

This well-heeled three-litre knows the value of wide 6J radials;
controls that respond instantly to your will; safety and comfort
that are integral parts of the engineering. While heated rear win-
dow, dual circuit braking, fitted headrests all-round and lamin-
ated windscreen can also be taken for granted.

Unlike some luxury three-litres, the BMW 3.0Si isnt an extravagant
decoration. It's a powerful Sports Saloon that earns its keep in the
nuclear power age.

I:I | am serving abroad

BlamnE e e s e

To: BMW Concessionaires GB Ltd., Export Division, 56, Park Lane, London, W.1. Tel: 01-499 6881
Please send me details of the BMW range, my special privileges and the name of my BMW Great
Britain representative for British Forces in Germany.

For information in W. Germany contact David Oakley BMW Concessionaires GB Ltd
493 Detmold 1, Oberngarten 2, W. Germany. Tel: Detmold (05231) 28757
Sole NAAFI accredited agents for BMW Sales to the British Forces

(tick whichever is applicable)
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Doves can help you
Buy, Sell or Hire a Car

The Dove Service for the Services is efficiently administered
by ex-Service men with wide experience of the servicemen's
motoring needs.

Most makes of cars can be supplied with credit facilities
arranged through us or NAAFI or as required.

Personal needs and requirements can be discussed by post and
the chosen car will be ready for you when you arrive.

Cut out the coupon below for the free Brochure or write and
tell us your requirements, to Services Liaison Dept. The Dove

Group, White Rose Lane, Woking, Surrey. Telephone : 04 862 4515

To:- Lieut. Colonel J. H. Walters, 0.B.E.,
I Services Liaison Executive,
The Dove Group, White Rose Lane,
Woking, Surrey.
Telephone: 04 862 4515

Addresg = v e e CFereci SRR

Editorial, photographic, advertising and circulation inquiries should be addressed to
SOLDIER, Clayton Barracks, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2BG. (Phone: GPO Aldershot
24431, military network Aldershot Military). SOLDIER, the British Army Magazine,
is published for the Ministry of Defence by Her Majesty’s Stationery Office and printed
by Harrison & Sons Ltd, Printing House Lane, Hayes, Middlesex. Crown copyright 1973.
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Doves look forward.... to serving you
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Eyes front
for a Volkswagen

The 1200 Beetle The 1300 Beetle The 1303 Beetle

A 1192cc engine gives you a 70mph More power to its elbow: 78mph The fastest Beetle on the road,and the
cruising speed with a very low petrol from its 1288cc engine.More comfort, latest. New wrap round windscreen;
consumption.37.6mpg”.This must be fuller interior trim,a covered rear Padded dash; 80% more boot.This is
one of the worlds most economical compartment to boost luggage space the height of Beetle luxury. Available
means of transport, plus a fresh air ventilation system. with a 1300 or 1600 engine,

The 1600 Fastback The 1600 Variant The 412LE

A sports car with family space.12cu.ft. It's a Fastback with a bigger back. Put The 412LE comes as a Variant ora
under the rear bonnet, 7.8 cu.ft.under the rear seat down and you've got saloon. Both are big. Both are full of
the front bonnet. Dual circuit braking 42.1cu.ft.of space.24.7cu.ft. when it's extras. Both are undoubtedly luxury
systemwith self adjusting front brakes. up.The Variant is available in A or E vehicles.The 412LE’s are all powered
4.speed synchromesh transtission lor versions.That's with carburettors or by o 1680cc engine and are equipped
automatic). With carburettors or fuel fuel injection. with a suspension system that ensures
injection.Takes four in style. a luxury drive.

The K70 The Microbus The Campers

A different kind of Volkswagen. A For those with mass movement in mind. The Caravette.The Continental. Both
front-powered waoter-cooled . And of course movement in comfort. arecomplete homes on wheels with
Volkswagen. It comes complete with The Microbus will seat eight with everything to ensure you forget you're
everything. Heated rear window ", enough luggage space to match your camping out.You'll find the Campers

rear arm rests, electric clock, cigarette largest party. turn into useful Station Wagons when

lighter and rev counter. Just to prove you're home is at home.

this is a luxury VW we've even

carpeted the rear boot. s e e s s P S S s s i S ot i s S S s et e e S TR

British Forces Sales Please send me brochures as indicated below plus details of your
I Volkswagen Personal Export Centre  Special Forces Tax Free Prices.
554 London Road

| Aedtord M s [] The Beetles [] The 1600 Fastback/Variant
*Din Rating 70030 Telephone: Ashford 50051 [] The 4121E's [] The K70 [] The Microbus  [] The Campers
“"Extra on all export models

Name

Address

=4

|
I )
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>
SEE-THE-ARMY

DIARY

In this regular feature SOLDIER keeps you up-to-
date on tattoos, open days, exhibitions, at homes,
Army displays and similar occasions on which the
public is welcome to see the Army’'s men and
equipment. Amendments and additions to previous
lists are indicated in bold type.

JULY 1973

Regiments of Lancashire military exhibition. Towneley Hall
Museum, Burnley (to 30 September).
7 Military Musical Pageant, Wembley Stadium (m aid of Army
Benevolent Fund).
7 Exeter Air Day (Blue Eagles).
9 LambIeTSh (London) Safety Exhibition (RA motorcychsts) (and
11 Ju
10 Great Yorkshire Show, Harrogate (band) (10-12 July).
10 Queen presents new Colours to 1st Battalion, The Argyll
and Sutherland Highlanders, Edinburgh.
11 Kneller Hall band concert.
11 Royal Tournament (11-28 July).
11 Massed bands display, Royal School of Artillery, Larkhill,
12 Folkestone Tattoo (12-14 July).
13 Finchley Carnival (band, corps displays) (13-14 July)
13 Pudsey Show, Leeds (band) (13-14 July).
13 Kirkby Show, Liverpool (band) (13-14 July).
13 Masham Traction Engine Rally (band) (13-16 July).
13 Nottingham Festival (band) (13-16 July).
13 }\Iew)port, Mon, Carnival (White Helmets 15 July) (13-15
ul
14 Hillingdon Carnival (corps displays).
14 Basingstoke Tattoo.
14 Artillery Day, Larkhill.
14 Plymouth Air Show (band).
14 At Home, Royal Corps of Transport, Buller Barracks,
Aldershot.
14 Old Colours, Ist Battalion, The Argyll and Sutherland
Highlanders, laid up, Stirling Castle.
14 Weston-super-Mare Dairy Festival (bands) (14-21 July).
14 Open Day, 38 Engineer Reg;mcnt, Rlpon
14 Calne Carnival (band, arena displa
14 Welwyn Garden City Carnival (ban
17 East of England Show (bands) (17—18 Ju]y)
18 Kaneller Hall grand (band) concert.
19 Liverpool Show (bands, RA motorcyclists, Household Cavalry
musical ride) (19-21 July).
20 Teesside Show (band) (20 23 July).
20 Lakeland Rose Show, Holker Hall (band) (20-21 July).
21 Stroud Show (band).
21 Bristol 600 (21 July-12 August) (King’s Troop RHA 6-11
g August, Red Devils 21-26 July, White Helmets 6-11 August).
22 Corby Highland Show (band).
22 Festival of military music, Plymouth (22-28 July).
23 Wigan Display (bands, RA motorcyclists) (23-24 July).
25 Driffield Show (band).
26 Manchester Flower Show (band, Red Devils, RA motorcyclists)
(27-28 July).
26 ?111:1 Helens Show (bands, Red Devils, White Helmets) (26-28
27 Northampton Show (band) (27-28 July).
28 Oldham Carnival (Red Devils).
28 Open Day, Rifle Depot, Royal Green Jackets, Winchester.
28 Army Air Day, Middle Wallop.
29 Gloucester Carnival (band) (29 July-10 August).
29 Open Day, RAC Centre, Bovington.
30 Tyneside Summer Exhibition (bands) (30 July-5 August).
31 Royal Lancashire Show (band, Red Devils) (31 July-2 August).

YOU'LL GET A BETTER

BUYING OR SELLING CAR DEAL .

from Weir Lodge. Our Trade-In Scheme glves a cash price plus a credit note agalnst
a future purchase. You can save up to 74% on an export car, get up to 10%; off
a home-market car—and we have a greac selection of used cars to choose from.

WEIR LODGE &~ - - -
GARAGE LTD =% 1 name

Bridge Road, Chertsey, Surrey. | ADDRESS.......
Tel: Chertsey 64264-62047. |

J HOME/EXPORT/USED/TRADE-IN

CUT ON DOTTED LINE

To Lioyds
you’re a name
not a number

Whether you're the commanding officer
or the recruit we do our best to make you
feel welcome.

We have the answers to all your
financial problems because Lloyds have
had a great deal of experience in dealing
with the Services.

We can give you sound practical ad-
vice on any financial matter, and we’ll
take care of all your regular bills by
banker's order. (So that's several head-
aches less!) Savings and investments,
taxation and insurance — all are covered by
our comprehensive services to the Ser-
vices. Insurance is specially important, of
course, if you're being posted abroad.

If you would like to open an account
please call in at your local branch or fill in
the coupon below.

To: Mr. D. P. Gardiner, T.D.,

Services Liaison Officer, Lloyds Bank Ltd.,
Cox’s and King's Branch, 6 Pall Mall,
London SW1Y 5NH.

send me details.
NAME
RANK

ADDRESS

LX59

Lloyds Bank looks after people like you

_———_—-—_—_-——--_J
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“Natocars
have to be better
than their competitors.
Not just as good.

Natocars is the only firm which
depends exclusively upon service
personnel for the whole of its new
and used car business. That is why
they literally have to be better than
their competitors (most of whom exist
mainly to serve the civilian market)
and this accounts for Natocars’ con-
sistent' reputation of being a most
helpful and progressive firm. Natocars’
worldwide service is truly compre-
hensive and quite unique. Thousands
of service people have proved that for
discount prices on new British and
Continental cars, and for guaranteed
used cars — it has to be Natocars.
1 unique and highly personalised
method of handling enquiries
and orders. You deal only with the one

member of staff assigned to your case
throughout your contact with the

Better Service Over the years
Natocars has " developed a

firm. Her job is to present Natocars
t0 you and to represent you at Better Part-Exchange Nato-
Natocars. cars offer a choice of trade-in

schemes. Either conventional

SIMCA

VAUXHALL

2 Better Discounts / ~ 7

Natocars ensure

that Nato

Discounts,
now up to 173%, and
other H.M. Force's

entitlerments, give you the best possible
savings. For example on a tax-free
duty-free Peugeot Superluxe estate
car you save £745.

Better ”

Better Credit Terms. The

Natocars’ Credit Plan offers

H.M. Forces terms of only

10% deposit, 48 months to
pay and generous income tax
relief (e.g. Hillman Avenger De
Luxe: fully insured and ready to
drive away: £89.11deposit and
£23.44 monthly plus income tax
savings up to£109.53.

Better Choice Natocars supply

the pick of Europe’s new cars—a

range selected for its popularity,

availability of export stock and
generous discounts. Choose from
Peugeot; Chrysler (Hillman, Sunbeam,
Humber) Simca or Vauxhall.

Better Delivery Natocars'

delivery works 24 hours a day,

7 days a week to docks or

airport, home or base, UK or
Europe — in fact anywhere at anytime.
Plus special Peugeot and Simca direct
factory collection scheme.

T o
\lﬂf ol

PEUGEOT

CHRYSLER
HILLMAN. SUNBEAM. HUMBER

Natocars Limited
Wylds Estate, Bristol Rd, Bndgwater Somerset. TAB 4BH

part-exchange at a fair agreed
price. Or Trade-in Against Future
Purchase gives you cash and a-credit
note at a preferential rate when you
embark for overseas and means that
you have your car right up to the time
you go.

Better Leave It To Us Paper-

work that is! It can be donkey-

work so we do it all for you —

wherever you're going — it's
all part of the service.

Better Used Cars All used
cars are specially selected
and backed by the Natocars’
guarantee.

Details free on request.

Better Late Than Never

Last minute orders are in-

evitable and that's when

Natocars' specialist know-how
and willingness to work long hours
gets results for you.

Better Clip That Coupon!
Natocars’ information pack is
a 32-page manual of car

buying for H.M.' Forces with
absolutely everything you
need to know, including
ready - to - drive - away
prices and colour
brochures.

I: Bridgwater (0278) 55411 Telex: 46285
EEE iy T - LN B B B B B

Please send me Natocars’ Information Pack
RANK

I NAME ___

PRESENT ADDRESS  :vals e

Natocars

Car for use in _ (country) Delivery date (approx]._____ yiid ; ;

3 R Y e information
PEUGEOT CHRYSLER SIMCA [ ] VAUXHALL [ ] (Tick) pack
Used Cars (Teck) Trade i aganst future purchase [ | (Tick)




DIARY ..

AUGUST 1973

1 Colchester Searchlight Tattoo (1-4 August).
1 Rutland County Show (band).
2 Hull Show (band) (2-4 August).
3 Cardiff Searchlight Tattoo (3-11 August).
4 Open Day, Light Infantry Depot, Shrewsbury.
7 Bingley Show (band) (7-8 August).
9 Darlington Army Week (band) (9-19 August).
15 Kneller Hall band concert.
17 Shrewsbury Musical and Floral Féte (bands).
17 Edinburgh Tattoo (17 August-8 September).
18 Crewe Carnival (band) (18-19 August),
18 Pontypool Carnival (Red Devils).
18 Friern Barnet Show (corps displays).
19 Hartlepool Show (band).
22 Kneller Hall band concert.
23  Southport' Flower Show (band, Red Devils) (23-26 August).
24 Bebington Carnival, Wirral (band, Red Devils) (24-26 August).
24 Leeds Gala (band) (24-27 August).
25 Harlow Show (RA motorcyclists).
25 Guards Association Gala and -Sports Day, Standish, Wigan
(band, displays). ‘
26 Aylsham Show (band). g
27 Swansea Carnival (Red Devils).
27 North East Hants.Agricultural Show, Alton (RA motorcyclists).
27 Rotary Bank Holiday Fair, Palatine Park, Worthing (band,
Black Knights freefall team).
28 City of Leicester Show (band) (28-29 August).
29 Kneller Hall grand (band) concert.
. 29 Sheffield Show (band) (29 August-1 September).
31 Keighley Show (band) (31 August- 1 September). ¥

SEPTEMBER 1973

1 Edmonton Carnival (corps displays).

2 Historic Military Vehicles Rally, Waltham St Lawrence, Maiden-
head (RA motorcyclists).

2 Hinckley Steam Fair (band).

5 Kneller Hall band concert.

7 Blackburn Army Display (7-9 September).

9 Burma Star Association Military and Flying Display, Water-

beach Barracks, Cambridge. ;

DLI Festival, Co Durham (10-12 September),

Kneller Hall grand (band) final concert.

Cambrian March (13-16 September).

Kendal Gathering (band) (13-15 September).

Welwyn Garden City Water Festival (band).

Ringwood (Hampshire) Carnival (RA motorcyclists).

Paignton Army Display (RCT, RAC) (23-25 September).

City of Leicester Show (band). :

NOVEMBER 1973

4 Berlin Tattoo (4-6 N—ovembér).
10 Festival of Remembrance, Bristol.-
11 Remembrance Day Parade, Bristol (band).

a

24
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SAL|SBU RY HOUSE Boarding School for Junior Boys & Girls
Excellent boarding facilities for Boys & Girls aged 6to 11 years, for the moderate
fee of £90 per term, combined with first class State Education.

Parents in H.M. Forces eligible for Service Education Allowance.

Parents have the fullest assurance that their children will receive sympalljetic
understanding, every possible care and a stable and continuous education.
Prospectus from:

The Bursar, Salisbury House, Woolton Road, Liverpool. L16 0JD

Going Overseas?

Take a new Triumph or Rover with you !

We have very special terms for Servicemen so phone now—Ottershaw 2661/2
or fill in this coupon and send for full details to: TRIDENT GARAGES LTD.
Guildford Road, Ottershaw, Nr. Woking, Surrey.

NAME . ____. . ADDRESS

&

3
%

-+

Saye 200/0

bringing

your car
home.

This important money-saving offer applies to members of H.M,
Forces in BAOR, their dependants and attached civilian personnel.

f you hold a unit posting order or BAOR form 475 you qualify for
a valuable 20% concession on your vehicle between Rotterdam
(Europoort) and Hull. Even those who don't qualify for this military
reduction can still take advantage of low off-season fares.

North Sea Ferries is a smooth, efficient service. Drive-on,
Drive-off.Sailings every night at 18.00 hours - have a good night's
sleep en-route. Fare includes dinner, breakfast, comfortable berth,
morning tea. There are 2 bars, duty-free shops, colour TV -
even a juke-box

l'his is the efficient, no-fuss way home — with no extras. Send for
details of fares and our colour brochure to North Sea Ferries Ltd.,
Dept. st King George Dock, Hull, HU9 5QA, Yarkshire, or PO Box
1476 Rotterdam Holland, or your local travel agent.

pea®

Sail from Rotterdam to Hull over night-every night, in hotel comfort.
PAGE 7



OURLOSS ISYOUR GAIN

Being posted overseas? We'll miss you ‘
while you're gone.And we'll be a little envious too.
Those exciting places and people that most
of us will only read about. Also perhaps a little
envious of your enormous savings on the
tax-free Audi which you are entitled to buy.
You can use it here for up to six months before

you leave.That gives you another advantage y
over the rest of us. But not an unfair one. We think L4
you deserve an Audi. 4
For full details telephone 01-741 0161 E A
or post the coupon to Audi NSU Export Department ot;\o"“""l\@

. 405 King Street, Hammersmith, London W.6.

If already stationed overseas it might pay you to order your car
through the Export Department, London.

Audi NSU &
Build the Best SO

in Europe SO

PAGE 8



SOLDIER
fo Soldier

It is fair to say that the British soldier
is today more respected and accepted
by the general public than at any time
since World War Two. Those traditional
qualities of patience, steadfastness,
humour and of course his love of children
have been there all the time, in Korea,
Malaya, Kenya, Cyprus and Borneo and
the many “brushfire’” operations. But
these were far away in conditions not
readily visualised at home.

Northern Ireland has brought conflict to
the doorstep in the familiar and under-
standable surroundings of streets and
houses and with it a daily reminder via
the vast coverage by Press, radio and tele-
vision. On occasion it is the antithesis of
the Army’s conscious effort over the years
to “keep in the public eye’'—it becomes an
embarrassment to cope with the ubiquitous
camera, the forward-thrust microphone
and the hovering notebook while watching
an incident and issuing orders.

From the tragedy of Northern Ireland the
British soldier emerges with all the credit
expected of his representation of three
centuries of chivalry and bravery and of
his standing as a professional, compara-
tively recently sought and earned. "“The
Professionals’’ sums up the soldier of the
Seventies—a man more highly trained than
ever before handling increasingly com-
plicated equipment—and reflects some of
the many changes that have taken place
within the Army in even the last decade.
Because they have been neither dramatic
nor overnight, these changes have eluded
the spotlight but gradually the soldier has
become more and more accepted by and
integrated into the civilian community.

He has earned gratitude and goodwill from
the many small projects which have given
practical help to organisations and 'com-
munities, not least in strife-torn Northern
Ireland. And despite the manpower limit-
ations imposed by the province on an Army
reduced at a time when this commitment
was not foreseen, the soldier isincreasingly
seen and in demand at tattoos, displays,
open days, carnivals and fétes. This month,
for instance, there is hardly a day when the
Army is not on show—on a Saturday in at
least 20 different places—and at all these
events public interest continues to grow.
Individually the British soldier is on terms
with his civilian counterpart. His  pay is
related to civilian jobs, he can enjoy a high
standard of living and his qualifications,
increasingly being recognised by outside
bodies, are standing him in better stead on
return to civilian life.

But while he still serves, and whether in
or out of uniform, he can take justifiable
pride in his profession and hold his head
high.

( HP charges are low and without strings such as annual subscriptions.

rcBuy through®Naafi-HPor cash,

-andgeta
516 DISCOURZ

O1nyour’new car or caravar)

Down comes the cost of most new cars and many
touring caravans when Naafi introduces you to a UK dealer.
Terms are easy and you enjoy the advantages of Naafi's car
and caravan service across the globe from UK to Hong Kong -
in Western Europe, Gibraltar, Malaysia, Singapore.

L

Special export prices. A Naafi introduction means 15% off Vauxhall and special
prices for most Austin, Morris, Triumph and Rover cars if you are being
posted abroad from the UK or from one overseas country to another.

Basic price discounts range from 74 % to 12} % off most

popular British cars and 74 % to 11 9% off touring
caravans bought — through a Naafi introduction - from
a dealer in the UK for UK or overseas use.

Delivery. Your car or caravan will be delivered to the
airport when you arrive in UK, to your home town or
new UK station; or to an overseas port, as you wish. All

the usual dealer services.

These are the world-wide advantages
of using Naafi’s car/caravan service

® Entitlement to full dealer services
retained @ free personal insurance
@ insurance cover against three quarters
of your liability to purchase tax and
import duty on a car — subject to simple
conditions — if prematurely repatriated
from overseas @ Naafi provides deposit
saving facilities to help you build up

WORLDWIDE MILITARY INSIGNIA

Catalogue 50p Postpaid in UK
FOX MILITARY EQUIPMENT CO.

l 16 W 331 Jackson St., Hinsdale, lllinois 60521 USA

a deposit for a future purchase.
Naafi will also finance the purchase
of used cars in UK and Germany.

See your Naafi manager for full details
or in case of difficulty complete this
coupon without obligation.

up 1o

11/, OFF

caravans

Car Sales Manager, Naafl, London SE11 [ | New car for usc in
: e & (state couniry)
Please send me details of Naafi He facilities

5 AdRs: : : State model
without obligation. | am interested in 25 3

D New touring caravan

(hlock letters) D Eloeiean
<
ADDRESS

(block letters) ] Deposit saving (1o enable

me to build up a deposit for a
future purchase)

& Please tick whichever applies l

PAGE 9



BERKELEY
SQUARE

GARAGES
LIMITED

We believe our many Service
customers will readily agree

we offer really first class
personal assistance in supply of
new and used cars at most
attractive prices for both Home
and Export use.

Officially appointed dealers for
leading British manufacturers,
we can offer with very
competitive availability, all
models made by Daimler,
Jaguar, Rover, Land Rover,
Austin, Morris, M.G., Wolseley,
Ford, Vauxhall, Hillman,
Humber, and Triumph for
whom we are London’s main
area dealer.

Write or telephone now to

our H.M. Forces Sales

Division at the address below
for quotations of those cars
which interest you, stating
specification of colour and
extras required, delivery dates
place if possible and whether
for U.K. or Export,

Free of Tax.

BERKELEY SQUARE
GARAGES LIMITED

South Side Vauxhall Bridge

59/61 ALBERT EMBANKMENT
LONDON, S.E.1.

01-735 9321

PAGE 10

Military museums 7 The Suffolk Regiment

ously guarded and cared for, the drums

have long occupied a special place in the
life and history of a regiment.

Two sets of drums in the museum of
The Suffolk Regiment are typical of this
esprit de corps. Rather than let them fall
into enemy hands a tenor and a side drum
belonging to the 1st Battalion were hidden
during the 1940 withdrawal from Dunkirk in
a factory at Roubaix. Later they were moved
to safer hiding places across the border in
Belgium where they remained four years
until the liberation—one concealed in a hay
loft, the other in a lady’s hat box.

The second set of three side and two
tenors belonging to The Cambridgeshire
Regiment, which was a Territorial affiliate
of the Suffolks, was used in the fighting at
Singapore. When the city fell to the Japanese
in February 1942 the drums were buried by
men of the regiment. Three years later they
were found in a copse by a Miss Taylor,
of Dullingham, near Newmarket, who ar-
ranged for them to be shipped to England
and returned to the Cambridgeshires, who
lost 760 men killed or wounded at Singapore.
Today those drums are never played. They
remain a silent memorial to all those British
soldiers who fought and died for their
country in the Far East.

The ground floor of the museum and a
long, well-lit upper gallery house many
exhibits connected with the history of regular
battalions of The Suffolk Regiment, as well
as Militia, Volunteer, Territorial and war-
time battalions. The museum also has a
number of exhibits relating to The Cam-
bridgeshire Regiment.

Weapons on display range from a wheel-
lock musket of 1680 vinatge to the Bren and
Sten automatic guns of World War Two.
Among the swords are some pre-1880
examples of those worn by bandsmen and
drummers and there is a splendid drum-

INSCRIBED with battle honours, jeal-

Next month: The South Wales Borderers

major’s belt bearing the rare E VIII R
cypher in silver.

The various types of dress to be seen
include an officer’s mess jacket of 1830 and a
perfectly preserved greatcoat of about the
same period. A replica of the uniform worn
by a private in the Grenadier company of the
regiment at the battle of Minden on 1 August
1759 is interesting in that the mitre cap has
the regimental number XII at the back and
the white horse of Hanover in front.

With a few exceptions the medals in the
museum’s collection, which includes one
struck to commemorate the battle of the
Boyne in 1690, have been awarded to members
of the regiment, and every campaign in
which the Suffolks have fought since the
battle of Seringapatam is represented.

The rich display of regimental silver
includes a Queen Anne cruet set which once
belonged to Colonel Scipio Duroure, who was
perhaps the regiment’s most renowned
commander, and two quaint silver biscuit tins
fashioned from Colour casing tops. It was
under Scipio Duroure’s motto of ‘““Stabilis”
(““Steady’”) that the: 12th of Foot fought at
Dettingen and at Fontenoy, where Duroure
was mortally wounded.

Souvenirs of World Wars One and Two,
an old Army bicycle belonging to the 1st/6th
Cyclist Battalion, still with its original
divisional markings on the rear mudguard, a
collection of skill-at-arms badges, a helio
signalling lamp and hundreds of nostalgic
photographs in albums are among the
museum’s many other attractions.

Of interest to military historians and re-
searchers are the archives and a useful
library. These are not on public display but
are available for reference. The archives
contain documents connected with the regi-
ment dating back to 1687—two years after it
was raised as part of the army formed by
James II to meet the Monmouth rebellion.

John Jesse
Curator:
Colonel W A Heal (Retd)
Address:

The Suffolk Regiment
Museum

The Keep

Gibraltar Barracks
Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk

Telephone:
Bury St Edmunds 5371

Open:
Monday to Friday 0900
to 1300 and 1400 to 1630

Closed:
Saturday, Sunday and
Public holidays

Admission:
Free

How to get there:
About 15 minutes’ walk
from Bury St Edmunds
station or buses 955 and
956 from station or town
centre.

Left: The white horse
of Hanover is a prom-
inent feature of the
grenadier’s mitre cap.
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OR five years the forces of the
F\Ves[em world and the Communist

bloc had eyed each other warily
and engaged in a series of moves and
counter-moves in Greece, Berlin, Malaya
and elsewhere. But on 25 June 1950, in a
little-known former Japanese colony, the
Cold War suddenly became white-hot. . ...
the Korean War had begun.

On that day the news crackled over
millions of radio sets in Britain . . . . North
Korean forces had advanced over the 38th
Parallel into South Korea. That there
should be two Koreas at all was a historical
chance. When Japan surrendered in World
War Two, the North came under Soviet
dominance and the South under the
Western powers . . . . with customary
arbitrary finesse the 38th Parallel was
fixed as the dividing line.

During the next few days Korea, a
country seldom in the headlines hitherto,
dominated the newspapers as the relentless
Communist advance continued against out-
numbered and ill-equipped South Korean
forces. Each day the maps showed the
portion of Korea still in Southern hands
as a little smaller. On 28 June the capital
city of Seoul fell and the Reds began the
drive to the southern port of Pusan.

Meanwhile the United Nations Security
Council met and in the absence of the
Soviet Union voted to assist the South
Koreans. American troops were ordered
to the theatre on 30 June and the 24th
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Infantry Division was the first in. But for
the first few weeks of July its record was
a dismal one as the battle-hardened North
Koreans endeavoured to push the Ameri-
cans off the peninsula.

Soon the defenders were penned into a
small perimeter around Pusan while other
United Nations countries prepared to
join the beleaguered Americans and South
Koreans. From Hong Kong, 1st Battalion,
The Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders,

The United Nations countries who had troops
in action during the Korean War were South
Korea, United States, United Kingdom, Tur-
key, Canada, Australia, France, Thailand, Greece,
Holland, Colombia, Ethiopia, Belgium, Luxem-
bourg, The Philippines, and New Zealand.
South Africa provided air units which fought
alongside the air forces of other nations. Medical
units were provided by Norway, Sweden, India
and Denmark. A hospital came from Italy, even
though Italy was not a member of the United
Nations.

and Ist Battalion, The Middlesex Regiment,
were the first British arrivals.

Former SOLDIER feature writer Richard
Elley, who was on the quayside at Kow-

Joon when the battalions sailed, described

it as an old-fashioned departure the like
of which had not been seen since the
Boer War. The Argylls had their own pipe
band to play them on board, the 1st Bat-
talion, The King’s Own Scottish Borderers,
provided another pipe band and the band

of 1st Battalion, The Royal Leicestershire
Regiment, also joined the send-off.

On 1 September the North Koreans
launched an all-out offensive to sweep the
allies into the sea before any more rein-
forcements arrived. Seven days later the
first British soldier was killed in action.

Only a week later the whole course of
the war changed when American Marines
headed a seaborne invasion of Inchon,
only a few miles from Seoul. Soon the
capital had been recaptured and the Pusan
defenders were breaking out of the peri-
meter within which they had been trapped.
A link-up followed and the North Koreans
were on the run.

SOLDIER recorded, optimistically as
it turned out, that British reinforcements
were on their way to Korea by sea in a
mood of anti-climax. They included
1st Battalion, The Gloucestershire Regi-
ment; lst Battalion, The Royal Ulster
Rifles; 55 Independent Squadron, Royal
Engineers, and 444 Forward Delivery
Squadron, Royal Armoured Corps.

In early October, with the remnants
of the invading North Koreans streaming
back towards the 38th Parallel, a new
voice was heard—that of the infant
Communist China, who declared that she
would intervene if United Nations troops
crossed the Parallel in force.

Notwithstanding this, UN troops crossed
the border on 9 October. The men of
27th Commonwealth Brigade (Argylls,

4
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Above left: A cold comfort for the Unifed
Nations troops is offered by a welcome to
a city of ruins. Note knocked out UN tank,

Above: Royal Australian Regiment soldiers
dug in amid snow and slush as they provide
covering fire for their comrades close by.

Below: Wounded and weak through starva-
tion, an American soldier is helped by an
Aussie after his release from captivity.

Middlesex and Royal Australian regiments)
were attached to the American First
Cavalry Division in the breakneck thrust to
the north. The British drive to the north-
west continued on foot when the mines
began to thicken and the Commonwealth
Brigade seized “the town of Sariwon,
advancing 50 miles in 24 hours and taking
the enemy by surprise in the streets and
houses.

The North Korean capital of Pyongyang
fell to the First American Division and
a Korean division on 19 October. About
this time the Argylls had an odd experience,
when, using captured vehicles, they ran
into some North Koreans and were
mistaken for liberating Russians!

But as the border with Manchuria neared,
the war went into another of its massive
about-turns. The Red Chinese poured
over the border and, as the American
and South Koreans retreated, men of the
27th Commonwealth Brigade and the
newly arrived 29th British Infantry Bri-
gade took on the proud role of rearguard.
For the 29th it was a move north as the
rest of the traffic headed south to regroup.

Said a SOLDIER report: “In the
knife-like winds the Argylls, the Middlesex
and the Australians dug in on the snowy
ridges and with mortars and machine-
guns sought to frustrate the enemy’s
ambushing of the long southbound
columns . . . . It was a new kind of warfare
with which the allies were faced; the

swarming by night of thousands upon
thousands of the enemy, silently and on
foot, over the hills and down the defiles . . .

And infiltration was not the only threat;
there was frontal assault in suicide waves
when the enemy tacticians so decided and
many American units paid a heavy toll.”

With the Chinese advance had come
the terrible cold of the Korean winter,
the first of three winters in which the
allies would be battling. But notwithstand-
ing the fact that shaving brushes usually
froze in their hands, the Commonwealth
soldiers always shaved and always looked
like soldiers.

Pyongyang fell to the Communists in
early December and the United Nations
forces regrouped near the 38th Parallel.
But an all-out offensive by the Chinese
on New Year’s Day was successful and
on 4 January Seoul was retaken by the
Reds. It was the middle of January before
this offensive was halted.

Soon the tide turned yet again and, in
the middle of March, Seoul changed hands

for the fourth time and the UN forces

headed for the 38th Parallel. Spring had
arrived and the bitter cold had been
replaced by stifling heat (there are few in-
betweens in Korea.)

It was a long hard slog back to the Paral-
lel. Sometimes a hill, like the Gloucesters’
Hill 327, fell after a sharp struggle and at
other times the attackers had a walk-over.
The campaign was being fought with the
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the newest was the Centurion

another offensive. The Battle of the Imjin
River, the most famous of the whole war,
was on. The 1st Battalion, The Gloucester-
shire Regiment, was dug in on hill positions
overlooking the river. On its left were
South Korean troops; on the right The
Royal Northumberland Fusiliers; behind
them a Belgian battalion and The Royal
Ulster Rifles.

A Gloucesters patrol sent down to the
river ferry found the far bank alive with
Chinese. The enemy began to wade the
river and was engaged with mortars and
artillery fire until the Imjin ran red—but
still they came on.

The next morning it was clear that the
Gloucesters were in trouble. The enemy
had infiltrated around them so the three
leading companies fell back to form a
“box” on the hills covering brigade

headquarters—itself being mortared and .

raked by machine-gun fire.

The Chinese continued their assaults
despite the heroic defence and support
from fighter bombers. One by one the
companies were over-run and the survivors

Left: Centurion tanks of the 8th Hussars in
the streets of Seoul pulling back in retreat
to a position south of Korea’s Han River.

Below: British Commandos plant demolition
charges on a North Korean railway track.
This disrupted important enemy supplies.

On 23 April the Chinese launched

e e
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box.

ttle
fought as riflemen.

The piles of Chinese dead grew higher
but the Gloucesters’ toll was also heavy
and eventually Lieutenant-Colonel J P
Carne ordered his officers to form the men
into individual combat teams and try
to regain brigade lines. He himself stayed
behind with 200 wounded men and was
taken prisoner-of-war.

Even then the Gloucesters’ agony was
not over. They had to run a gauntlet of
Chinese and of the main party of 90
escapers only 40 got through, of whom
only 16 were unwounded.

Some days later the survivors held a
service in honour of the dead and this was
soon followed by another ceremony in
which General James Van Fleet, com-
manding the United States Eighth Army in
Korea, presented America’s highest mili-
tary honour—the Presidential Unit Cita-
tioni—to the Gloucesters and to C Troop of
170 Independent Mortar Battery, Royal
Artillery. In the citation the hill’s defenders
were described as ‘‘those indomitable,
resolute, tenacious, soldiers who fought
back with wunsurpassed fortitude and
courage . . . without a thought of defeat or
surrender . . . their heroic stand provided
the critically needed time to regroup.”

At the same time as the Gloucesters’
stand, the 3rd Battalion Royal Australian
Regiment and 2nd Battalion, Princess Pat-
ricia’s Light Infantry, from Canada, were
engaged in the Battle of Kapyong. Their

Four VCs

The proud name of the “Glorious
Glosters” is often the first to spring to
mind when talk turns to the Korean War
s0 it is no surprise that one of the four
Victoria Crosses awarded during the
campaign went to Lieutenant-Colonel
J P Carne, commanding Ist Battalion,
The Gloucestershire Regiment.

Throughout the battle of Imjin River,
the colonel moved among his battalion,
contemptuous of withering and accurate
fire and inspiring confidence and a will
to resist among his men. In the words
of his citation he showed “powers of
leadership which can seldom have been
[ surpassed in the history of our Army.”
Lieutenant Philip Curtis, a platoon
commander in lst Battalion, The Duke of
Cornwall’s Light Infantry, was post-
humously awarded the VC for his “magni-
ficent conduct throughout this bitter
battle” on 22 and 23 April, 1951. Lieu-
tenant Curtis led his tiny force across
open ground where withering machine-
gun fire soon claimed three dead and four
wounded. Then he himself was hit twice.
He refused medical attention and stag-
gered on to within a few yards of the
enemy machine-gun post in a lone
charge. The grenade he hurled silenced
the gun, but not before it had poured its
last burst into his dying body.

Major Kenny Muir, second-in-com-

mand of Ist Battalion, The Argyll and
Sutherland Highlanders, was also awarded
the VC after his death in action in
September 1950. The battalion had
wrested Hill 282 from North Korean
troops and was holding on when Ameri-
can aircraft mistakenly rained mach-
ine-gun fire and napalm bombs on
the hill. Major Muir and some 30 others
escaped but hurled themselves back after
the air strike, Orly 14 men were on their
feet when the position was retaken and
when Major Muir’s Sten gun ammunition
was spent, he seized a two-inch mortar
and fired it at close range. Two machine-
gun bursts hit him but even as he was
being carried down the hill he continued
to shout encouragement to his men.
His last words were: “The gooks will
never drive the Argylls off this hill.”

As Guy Fawkes Day, 1951, dawned,
Chinese attackers suffered the fatal effects
of a “firework” display by the runner of B
Company, 1st Battalion, The King’s Own
Scottish Borderers, in defence of Hill 355.

Private William Speakman, The
Black Watch, six feet six inches tall
and weighing fifteen and a half stones,
was a man slow to anger. The relent-
less pounding of Chinese artillery
finally ground down his patience and
on his own initiative he gathered up a
dozen hand grenades and charged into
the fray alone. Others joined him as he
returned for more ammunition. He led
some 15 charges in all and was awarded
the VC.

g

American infantrymen in front-line action
as they fire a recoilless rifle at heavy
enemy troop concentrations during the war.

success and the subsequent blunting of the
Red offensive led to another Presidential
Citation.

Soon after this, military history was
made by the formation of lst Common-
wealth Division, United Nations Forces.
It included 28th and 29th British Brigades,
25th Canadian Infantry Brigade; 3rd Bat-
talion, Royal Australian Regiment; 16
Field Regiment, Royal New Zealand
Artillery; and 60 Indian Field Ambulance.

Things were quieter as the first anni-
versary of the war passed. By July the
United Nations held a firm line near to
the 38th Parallel and on 10 July truce talks
began—talks which were to drag on for
more than two years. First agreement,
after three months, was to regard the
current battle line as the demarcation
line—thus introducing a virtual stalemate.

Although the battle-line had changed
little in the weeks before the snow re-
turned, British units of the Common-
wealth Division took part in some heavy
fighting. The King’s Own Scottish Border-
ers were attacked by thousands of Chinese
and on their flanks the Australians and
The King’s Shropshire Light Infantry
also came under sharp attack which they
were able to hold. Men of The Royal
Leicestershire Regiment, making their
Korean battle début, counter-attacked in an
attempt to force the Chinese from their
newly won positions. They reached some
of their objectives but, heavily outnumber-
ed, eventually had to fall back. However,
the 28th Brigade line was stabilised.
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Above: United States Marines give a bumpy
ride to prisoners during a “mopping up”
operation by patrols around Kimpo airfield.
Left: British troops try to rest in wintry
conditions. Many of them were doing their
National Service during the Korean conflict.

A few days later the Communists attacked

again and once more the Borderers, the
Leicesters and the Shropshires engaged in
fierce action. The enemy was repulsed.

The war was now at a lull, British
troops huddled in their foxholes in their
new winter kit which, it was reported,
was well up to promised standards, and
for the next 18 months the Korean war
gradually faded from the world’s Press
headlines. Occasional actions and flare-ups
appeared, were noted and disappeared.
It was stalemate with a vengeance. Mean-
while the peace talks dragged on.

Given a breathing space, the United
Nations soldiers proceeded to make them-
selves more comfortable. In a typical
battalion “village” occupied by The Royal
Norfolk Regiment, SOLDIER found un-
derground messes, shower baths, electric
light, a radio system and a telephone
exchange connecting with any unit in the
Ist Commonwealth Division.

What action there was consisted of a
series of battles for various hills. One of
the most famous that autumn was for
“The Hook,” a strategically important
ridge about 30 miles north of Seoul.
Taking over from the American Marines;
who had repelled one assault on it, were
The Black Watch. Two days after taking
over, the Jocks, while still digging in,
were faced with a surprise attack. For
several nights the Chinese probed the
position and then came their big assault.

It began with intense artillery prepara-
tion during which the Chinese came on
through their own barrage. There was
nothing The Black Watch could do except
keep their heads down and when the

4

A British Churchill tank moving through the
gates of the walled city of Suwon during an
advance northwards by United Nations troops.

barrage stopped the position was already
overrun by Chinese.

Hand-to-hand - fighting followed, using
bayonets and grénades; one Jock, out of
ammunition, picked up a spade and killed
two Chinese with it, The assault was borne
principally by one company which then
adopted a Chinese trick of retiring into tun-
nels it had builtinto the hillside and bringing
down artillery fire on to its own positions.

Eventually the Chinese attack was
broken with The Black Watch in trium-
phant possession. It was estimated that
14,000 shells and mortar bombs had fallen
into the Hook in one night.

Peace seemed no nearer and yet, in
April 1953, came an event which should
have been seen as a forerunner of a settle-
ment. In an exchange of sick and wounded
prisoners around 15,500 Communists were
traded for fewer than 700 United Nations
men. The same month found The Black
Watch back on the Hook, defending it in
the third major battle for the hill. Once

again the Chinese failed. Next tenants of

the notorious Hook were men of Ist
Battalion, The Duke of Wellington’s
Regiment, and they too were hammered
mercilessly but held out, despite 126 men
killed and wounded.

Then, on 27 July 1953, an armistice was
finally signed. SOLDIER said that the
list of dead, wounded and missing during
the three years represented “‘a memorable
tale of bravery and tragedy.”

For the next 20 years (and who knows
how many more ?) the forces of East and
West were to face each other across the
border between the two Koreas. But the
stage for the next confrontation between
two opposing political systems would be
elsewhere—in Korea the status quo had
been restored.

Below: Men of the United States First Marine
Division dash for cover during a Communist
attack. Troops of 16 nations fought with UN.

The headquarters and major units
which served with the British Common-
wealth land forces in Korea from 1950
to 1953 were:

: 27th and 28th Common-
wealth infantr brigade 20th British
Infantry Brigade, 25th nadian Infantry
Brigade, 1st Commonwealth Division.

Armour: 8th King's Royal Irish Hussars;
C Squadron, 7th Royal Tank Regiment;
5th Royal Inniskilling Dragoon Guards; B

and C squadrons, Lord Strathcona’s Horse
(Canadian Army).

Artillery: 14, 20, 42 and 45 field regiments:
11 (Independent), 42 and 120 light anti-
aircraft batteries, 170 Independent Mortar
Battery, Royal Artillery; 16 Field Regiment,
Royal New Zealand Artillery; 1st and 2nd
regiments, Royal Canadian Horse Artillery;
81 Field Regiment, Royal Canadian Artil-
lery.

Infantry (in order of arrival): 1st Bartalion,
The Middlesex Regiment: lst Battalion,
The Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders;
3rd Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment;
1st Battalion, The Roval Northumberland
Fusiliers; 1st Battalion, The Gloucester-
shire Regiment; 1lst Battalion, The Royal
Ulster Rifles; 2nd Battalion, Princess
Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry; Ist
Battalion, The King’s Own Scottish Border-
ers; 2nd Battalion, The Royal Canadian
Regiment; 2nd Bartalion, Royal 22e Régi-
ment; 1st Battalion, The King’s Shropshire
Light Infantry; lst Battalion, The Royal
Norfolk Regiment; 1st Battalion, The Royal
Leicestershire Regiment; 1st Battalion,
Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light In-
fantry; 1st Barttalion, The Welch Regiment;
1st Bartalion, Royal Australian Regiment;
1st Battalion, The Royal Canadian Regi-
ment; lst Battalion, Royal 22¢ Régiment;
1st Barttalion, The Black Watch; 1st Bat-
talion, The Royal Fusiliers; 1st Battalion,
The Durham Light Infantry; 1st Battalion,
The King’s Regiment; 3rd Battalion,
Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry;
1st Barttalion, The Duke of Wellington's
Regiment; 3rd Battalion, The Royal Canad-
ian Regiment; 2nd Bartalion, Royal Austra-
Jian Regiment; 3rd Barttalion, Royal 22e
Regiment; 1st Battalion, The Royal Scots;
1st Battalion, The Essex Regiment; 1st
Barttalion, The Royal Warwickshire Regi-
ment; st Battalion, The King’s Own Royal
Regiment; 2nd Battalion, The Black Watch
of Canada; lst Battalion, The North
Staffordshire Regiment.

Engineers (in order of arrival): 55 Field

Squadron Canadian Independent Field
Squadron Field Engineer Regiment; 64
Field Park Squadron.

Signals: 1st Commonwealth Division

Signals Regiment.

Medical (in order of arrival): 60 (Para)
Indian Field Ambulance, 26 Field Ambu-
ance, 25 Field Ambulance, 25 Canadian
F Dressing Station, 37 Field Ambu-

lance, 38 Field Ambulance.
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Story by John Walton
Pictures by Martin Adam

The changing face of Seoul. Right: One of the pavilions in the Secret
Garden, a fairy tale park in the city centre and (below) a new office block.

1.3
4

THE British Korean War veteran
stood outside his Seoul hotel, took
a deep breath and pulled a wry face.
“That’s it—the smell of Korea,” he
declared, still wrinkling his nose.

Truth to tell, those somewhat insanitary
farmyard-style smells which evidently
characterised Korea in the fifties have long
gone. Today the city of Seoul is a brash
modern metropolis with new buildings
and roads rising almost daily and Korean
dress and customs rapidly vanishing into a
concrete environment of the seventies. But
old memories die hard. :

When Korea was divided at the end of
World War Two, following Japanese relin-
quishment of a country it had treated as a
colony and attempted to “Japanise,” the
bulk of the country’s industry was in the
Soviet-dominated northern half. The
economy of South Korea was agricultural,
based mainly on rice.

Today, new industry has mushroomed
and a network of good roads exists includ-
ing an excellent 270-mile motorway link-
ing Seoul with the port of Pusan (now
spelt Busan) at the southern tip of the
peninsula.

Life for the average Korean city dweller
is becoming more westernised by the day.
The dwindling band of old men with long
wispy beards and conical hats is witnessing
a transformation which has caused some
informed observers to predict that South
Korea will be the Japan of the 1980s.

Yet for the Korean many of the elemen-
tary freedoms which the West takes for
granted are still not possible. The divided
country lives in a state of perpetual alert,
with two armed camps facing each other

and the prospect of a second Korean War
never far from the horizon. Recently there
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Like marines everywhere the Koreans are tremendously fit.
Weight lifting is a popular way of increasing muscle power.

Above: Korean family life in a remote rural village. Left: Tae
Kwon Do, the Korean defensive exercise, is used throughout the
Korean army. Here a soldier takes a flying kick to head height.



An 89-year-old scholarsits serenely in his house
surrounded by ancient Korean books. His
memories go back to before the Japanese came.

"0““ continued from page 19

have been signs of an easing of tension but
vigilance has not been relaxed.

In Seoul the midnight curfew is in
force. At five minutes to 12 the Western
visitor is astonished to see hundreds of
Koreans literally running to reach their
homes before the witching hour. The period
before midnight is a mad cacophony of
sound as taxis roar to deliver their fares
and reach shelter in time. Talk about
Cinderella!

There is no doubt that the Republic of
Korea is determined that never again will,
what it refers to as “the Pyongyang
régime,” be able to launch a sneak attack.
More than 600,000 South Koreans are
permanently under arms, three-quarters
of them ground troops, while a reserve of
two million part-time soldiers is always at
the ready.

Two years ago American troops were

- pulled back from the frontier apart from a
small forward element in the Panmunjom .

area. Their places were taken by Republic
of Korea soldiers and today the respon-
sibility for guarding the 150-mile frontier
rests with the Koreans themselves although
40,000 Americans are still in the country.

The South Korean soldier of 1973 is
vastly different from the ill-prepared and
ill-equipped troops who were routed by
the Communists in 1950. Contrary to most
Western expectations he is tall—often
well over six feet. He uses American
equipment and wears American-style uni-
form but when it comes to drill the Korean
soldier adds his own touch of the East,
employing raised fists, slogan-chanting
and top-notch precision.

These soldiers are handy men to have
around. Their skill in unarmed combat
stems from a knowledge of a trad-
itional Korean defence art—Tae Kwon
Do—which the Koreans modestly des-
cribe as ‘‘like karate but much, much
better.” Tae Kwon Do, the more advan-
ced exponents of which can easily break
bricks with their hands, is an art which is
rapidly spreading. Every Korean con-
script is trained to carry out at least the
basic defensive motions.

In Vietnam the Koreans earned a harsh
reputation. Their answer to critics is that
the area which their crack troops admin-
istered was completely free of Viet Cong.
The Korean soldier often smiles—but
behind the smile is a determination and
sense of purpose which bodes ill for any
would-be aggressor.

Down in the south, near the perimeter
where United Nations forces finally ground
the Red advance to a halt, is a hill. Known
in British military history as Middlesex
Hill, it was one of the first pieces of ground
to fall to The Middlesex Regiment when
the United Nations forces burst out of the
perimeter. '

Nestling in the shadow of Middlesex
Hill is Han Gae, a village where the trad-
itional Korean rural life lives on, where
Seoul is only a name and the visit of a
SOLDIER team is a major event.

A middle-aged villager was eager to talk
about the war. Through an interpreter he
recalled: “The North Koreans came to this
village and they made us carry food and
supplies. Anyone who refused was immed-
iately shot. On a hill not far from here
many soldiers were killed. After the North
Koreans left we went to the hill and found
many bodies of troops with long boots
(UN). Some of our neighbouring villages
were burned out. . . *

Behind the thatched wattle huts so
reminiscent of Africa stood a series of
more imposing buildings with traditional
pagoda-style roofs. The village policeman
explained that the complex was called
“The House of Twelve Gates.”

. During the Yi Dynasty, which ended
with the Japanese conquest and subsequent
annexation in 1910, the head of the family
was a cabinet minister. Today his descend-
ants of all ages still live in a tranquil time-
less way in their beautiful homes with
secluded gardens and rare ornamental
trees on every side.

The warmth of the greeting which these
Korean people gave to perhaps their first
English visitors for 20 years was one which
will leave a lasting impression. In a matter
of minutes the ladies had prepared a feast
of traditional Korean food including the
famous kimchi, a peppery fermented pickle.
Rice wine was produced and poured from a
china teapot, including a highly charged
wine specially reserved for very important
Visitors.

Later there was a conducted tour of the
buildings. One house, with only an

inside gate, originally housed the young

ladies who, in a form of purdah, were

allowed out only with their faces covered.

In another house an old man sat, his
face weathered by time, but” with an
indescribable aura of wisdom surrounding
him. At his side was a pile of ancient
Korean books; his grandson said that many
years ago the old scholar had taught
Korean history to the villagers. .

All too soon it was back to the more
mundane delights of American Army Camp
Carroll and modern, neon-lit Seoul. But
for a moment the burgeoning economy of
1973 Korea had been eclipsed by a glimpse
of how the country got its original name—
“the land of the morning calm.”

Next month SOLDIER concludes its ap-
praisal of modern Korea with a visit to the
demilitarized zome, a look at the Common-
wealth Liaison Mission and the story of
the USA Camp Carroll Army Depor nea
Taegu. '

When Lieutenant Paul Filler headed the British contingent to the United Nations
Honour Guard for the first time it was a poignant occasion for him. For on the same
day 20 years earlier his father, Major Roland Filler, was a company commander with
The King's Regiment (Liverpool) fighting in the last battle of the Hook. "It seems odd
that | should be in the same country at exactly the same time of year 20 years later,”
said Lieutenant Filler, who led a platoon from 1st Battalion, The King’s Regiment,
taking over honour guard duties from The Black Watch.
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A “pig” with a ring through its nose is towed

into place for work to be done on its hide.

Story by John Walton
Pictures by Arthur Blundell

WITH THICKER HIDES

ening work in Army workshops

throughout the United Kingdom
the “pigs” of Northern Ireland now
have thicker hides. As a result of this
operation, soldiers patrolling Ulster streets
in “pigs” (one-ton armoured personnel
carriers) now have improved protection
against IRA weapons,

The 500 “‘pigs”’ on duty in the province
were brought back to England in batches
and dispersed to several Royal Electrical
and Mechanical Engineers workshops
where the conversion was mainly carried
out by skilled civilians.

Q‘FTER months of hush-hush strength-

66

One group of soldiers was involved in the
operation throughout—men of 8 Field
Workshop (Airportable) based at a disused
central vehicle workshop at Marchington
in Staffordshire. With only hastily resur-
rected facilities, these soldiers, few of
whom had ever held a welding gun before,
worked long hard hours during which they
up-armoured 150 of the 500 *‘pigs” to be
treated.

Work began as soon as the ‘““pigs”
rumbled through the doors. They were
inspected for damage and repairs carried
out if necessary. Then all interior seats
and lights were removed and items to be

replaced were thrown away. Each “pig” was
then given a hardness test on existing armour
with 33 different readings being taken.
The new kits of armour, which arrived
from 34 Central Workshop at Donnington,
Shropshire, in a completely raw state, were
fitted and painted. Old-style “pigs” had
two separate rear doors which had to be
opened for soldiers in the rear to see out.
Now a flap opens at the top of the rear
door enabling a soldier to fire from a built-
in rifle rest and also protecting him from
overhead sniping. The armoured side
plates have access hatches so that soldiers
inside can get at the side flaps. There is

BAOR.?

If you are already here or are arriving soon, and interested in a new:

%) PEUGEOT
IF/1/A/T]

For details of quick delivery, specifications, NATO prices, Hire-purchase,
Part-exchange—it will pay you to send the coupon—or call, phone or write
to Peter Brennan-Dupleix. Telephone Krefeld 751061.
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Left: A newly-fitted rear door gets rough

The vehicles’ interiors were stripped out to
take the new protective armour plating.

edges ground off its armour at Marchington.

Right: Volunteer assistant Private Stephen

Green, a medical orderly, has learned welding.

Below: A high-powered drill cuts through a
panel of armour to take a bumper fitting.

greater protection to all parts of the
vehicle and the new flaps use vision blocks
with laminated glass.

An odd assortment of people took part
in the operation at Marchington. In ad-
dition to the REME craftsmen the unit
borrowed tradesmen from the Gazelle
Helicopter Initial Trials Unit and the
aircraft workshops, Middle Wallop, as well
as a couple of REME shipwrights.

Medical orderly Private Stephen Green,
trained in industrial nursing and with no
welding experience at all, soon became
infected by the enthusiasm and found
himself with a welding gun. “I got fed up

standing around in the medical centre all
day and now I give a hand whenever I can,”
he said. “This job provides something
different every day.”

This was the first time for many years
that a REME field workshop had ever been
asked to carry out a major manufacturing
task. Most of the men involved were
vehicle mechanics or radio technicians but
Major Arfor Jones, in charge of the
Marchington operation, felt the results were
at least as good as would have been ob-
tained by gathering together trained
welders from various sources.

“You would then have had the problem

,/“" 7

of setting up a command organisation; here
we have men who are used to working
together,” he said. “Many of these vehicles
are old favourites as we did a tour in Nor-
thern Ireland last year and worked on them
in Belfast.

“These men have worked from eight in
the morning until nine at night with two
breaks for meals and have never com-
plained. At times, to get particular vehicles
out on schedule, teams have worked right
through the night without being asked.
Sometimes we have had vehicles arrive in
bunches and the paint shop has worked
through the night. These chaps know how

BRITlSI—i{

LEY'LI\I\ID4

There’s a warm British (Leyland ) welcome
awaiting you in Germany from . . . .

Rheydt

407 RHEYDT, Druckerstrasse 17
Telephone: Rheydt (02166) 49935 Telex: 852634

LOCAL SERVICE FROM MOST B.L. DEALERS GUARANTEED
Austin Morris MG Triumph Jaguar Rover

Rankins of
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The Falcon Plasma arc-cutter at work on the
arntour plate. The equipment costs £20,000.

Left: Special equipment was used to hoist
into position the armour for the interiors.

Top right: The men behind it all. The group
who did the “pig”” up-armouring taking a bow.

Right: Back on duty, one of the up-armoured
‘“pigs” in use in the border town of Strabane.

I
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telecommunications

the infantry depend on these vehicles in
Ireland and there is a spirit here that I
have seldom seen before.”

Praise indeed. What of the men them-
selves ? Just two men suffice to tell the story
recounted by dozens.

Corporal Alan Porter, vehicle mechanic:
“Most of us were in Ireland together and
this helps as we think that if we can save
one bloke’s life it is worthwhile. One of us
works on the outside and the others on the
inside but we don’t bother about that too
much. If some welding needs doing which-
ever of us is free grabs a welding gun and
gets on with it.”

Sergeant Eric Hill,
technician working in the paint shop: “We
are getting better at this painting all the
time. I reckon I must be one of the highest
paid unskilled labourers in the British
Army but the boys realise we are doing an
important job and that is why there is such
a good spirit here.”

Some of the “pigs” were also processed
at Donnington but the most important
work there was the production of the
armour kits. This involved the use of a
Falcon plasma arc-cutting machine to
slice the steel plate. This machine cost
£20,000 but Colonel Reg Tibble, chief

production engineer of the REME Tech-
nical Group at Woolwich, who directed
the “pigs” operation, says it will have
further uses in the development of alu-
minium armour.

A grand total of 818 components was
needed for each kit of armour, of which
420 had to be made by Army workshops.
Colonel Kenneth Riley, commanding offi-
cer at Donnington, said it had been
enlightening to see how all the workshops
could be linked together into a large-scale
manufacturing enterprise.

When the massive steel plates arrived at
Donnington they were marked out with

templates before being mounted on the
Falcon. The profile cutter is an impressive
sight (its flash is such that you can watch it
only through protected glass). Using a
magic-eye template, the cutting head
moves along at a rate which can vary from
five to 170 inches a minute. Civilian
operators such as Mr Fred Meredith and
Mr Bill Halford have to be extremely
vigilant for there is considerable danger
from flash, noise and metallic vapour.
About 80 people were employed at
Donnington on Operation Bracelet (other-
wise neatly known as “Think Pig”), many
of them skilled welders signed on from the

local employment exchange. Many of the
techniques used in making the multitude
of new parts were highly advanced and
involved using special drills because of the
hardness of the metal. These included
smaller plasma arc-cutters and drills with-
out cutting edges which merely soften the
metal with heat and then wipe out what is
not required.

From its original role years ago as a one-
ton vehicle the “pig” has certainly put on
weight. The latest strengthening added
about one-and-three quarter tons to bring
its total weight to more than six tons. This
additional weight did not require more

engine power but threw an extra load on to
the back axle and suspension. The final
alterations to strengthen this were made at
Fazackerly near Liverpool before the “pigs™
went back to Northern Ireland.

As the returned ‘“‘pigs” became a fami-
liar sight on the streets of Belfast and
Londonderry, Colonel Tibble went to
Northern Ireland to test the reaction from
troops on the ground. He reports: “The
soldiers were very happy with them and
some of the drivers thought they handled
better on roads since they had been up-
armoured. I think it is a worthwhile job
well done.”

" AN INSTANT NEW YOU 1 s £6.50

NEW TREND FOR MEN WHY PAY MORE ? IncP&P
This Is the wig that separates the young of heart from the fuddy-duddies. No
matter how you have to appear at work, you can swing at night. We sell ladies'
wigs. Send for brochure. HAND MADE TOUPEE from 100%

human hair. Any colour match from only £29

Completely covers your own hair—or lack of It.
NEW EXECUTIVE MEN'S WIG

Made in easy care, modern acrylic fibre, the Executive Is indistinguishable from
your own hair, or how it used to look. Smartly styled, it's washable and really
comfortable to wear. Send us a cutting of your own hair with your order for a

perfect match. onLy 26,50 Alsoin 1005 human hair ONLY £14 Incipap

Morcott Hall E Boardlng School for Girls

GODFREY DAVIS (WEMBLEY) LTD.
I EXPORT DEPARTMENT I

When you buy a Ford from Godfrey Davis you can be sure of
easy hire purchase arrangements, insurance, and quick delivery
from large stocks. Choose from the exciting Ford range — the
economical Escort, the family Cortina, the new better-
than-ever Capri, the big new Consul, and the
‘all extras included’ Granada. The

104-106 George Street, London W.1.
Telephone: 01-486 4865/6/7/8

g et

3 Please send further detail —— — ——— — — — — — — — — — {—
Godfrey Davis Export department I rther details I o T.0.P.S., Dept. (S. 7/73), 39, Mile End Road, London E. 1. | -
offers an excellent service — take
advantage of it NAME £...o.cor i R - NAME e Rl e e The School is fully Recognised as Efficient by the De
3 ADDRESS e ST REN ,, | Education and Science. Boarders are accepted aged 7 to 18 years.

There are four ceparaw Boarqu Houses drrdngwd accordmg to a

I enclose cheque/P.O.for€£ .. . as payment for(place tick in box)
[0 NEW EXECUTIVE [0 NEW EXEC. [0 NEW TREND
| [0 TOUPEE (human hair) (human hair) I
D | enclose hair cutting [] or state colourreq'd “‘return of post delivery"

' TELE Not.... L Susa. EXeFfc
I e T

e
>
=]
o
3]
m
%]
7]
e
SRR -

d to FOF’C!;':: (‘rani‘
gham Rutland.

Level and ' evel Evammahtﬂf S &
Apply—The Secretary Morcott Hall Sc

MR EXECUTIVE

-

PAGE 24 PAGE 25



£8501S ONLY THE FIRST SAVING

YOU CAN MAKE ON A VOLVO.

Because when you invest in a Volvo you're
buying a strong, thoroughly reliable car. It'll last
you a good many years, and you'll find you won't be
paying out money for repairs and constant
servicing.

You make your first saving on a Volvo by not
paying any tax or duty on it—that’ll save you up to

£850. Shipping arrangements can be handled by
Volvo Export Division and delivery can be made to
most portsintheworldat factory subsidised prices.
After that, you have toown a Volvo for a number
of years to see just how much money you can save.
Send off the coupon
for more information.

To: Export Division, Volvo Concessionaires Limited, 28 Albemarle Street, London W.1.Tel: 01-493 0321.
Please send me immediately full details about the Volvo Tourist and Diplomat Sales programme.

Name

Address

Telephone Number I
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SPREAD THE NEWS!

PENSIONS IMPROVEMENTS
GUIDE

SOLDIER

Pull-out supplement SOLDIER July 1913

/o)

If this copy of SOLDIER News hasn’t begun to fade in a few days, something's
wrong. . . it will have been tucked away in a drawer or hidden under a mound of paper
instead of being pinned up for all to read. Army units are welcome to reproduce all
or part of this bulletin without reference to SOLDIER. Also welcome would be
suggestions for improvements or topics on which readers would like information.
Just write to or ring Michael Starke, SOLDIER News, Clayton Barracks, Aldershot,
Hants, GU11 2BG (Aldershot 24431, extension 2590).

“It's Private Simpson, sir. He's written an

article entitled ‘My wasted years in the Army’

and wants your permission to send it to
SOLDIER News."'

" Recently announced improvements in Forces’ pensions mean better invaliding

benefits, widows' benefits and benefits for invaliding or death attributable to service. =
The object has been to reduce the period of service necessary to qualify for invaliding
and widows' pensions and to increase the pensions paid. The changes apply to those
serving on or after 31 March 1973. 4 i
Generally, the new arrangements mean that invaliding and widows’ benefits will be
calculated as a proportion of the “full career” pension, that is the retirement pension
awarded after 34 years’ service for officers from the age of 21 or 37 years’ service for
servicemen from the age of 18.

Anyone invalided out of the Army after serving five years from the age of 18 or over
qualifies for a pension. The pension will be related to the length of service. Invaliding
pensions will always be higher than the normal retirement pension for the same
length of service except at the full career point. If invalided, a serviceman will also
receive a terminal grant of three times the annual rate of the invaliding pension.
A widow will qualify for a pension if her husband dies in service after serving five
years from the age of 18 or over, or after he has retired on pension.

If a man dies while serving, his widow will continue to receive his pay for three
months and will then get a pension calculated in the following way as a proportion
of the pension he would have received had he been invalided on the day of his death.
Firstly, in respect of that proportion of service completed on 31 March 1973, one
third of the invaliding pension. Secondly, in respect of that proportion of service
after 31 March 1973, a half of the invaliding pension.

The widow will also get a death gratuity of three times the annual invaliding pension
her husband would have received or, if it is more favourable, twice the full career
pension for his rank at the time. This is likely to be more favourable for most of those
with less than 20 years’ service.

If a soldier dies after retiring on pension, his widow will continue to receive his
pension for three months. She will then get a pension of between one third and a
half of the retirement pension, calculated in the same way in relation to service before
or after 31 March 1973, as for those who die while serving.

Additions to widows' pensions for dependent children will also be improved. A
widow will get a quarter of her husband’s pension for each child up to a maximum
of two. If no widow is left but there are dependent children, each child up to a maximum
of three will receive one third of the pension.
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PENSIONS IMPROVEMENTS
GUIDE

(continued from previous page)

NATIONAL ARMY MUSEUM

RHINE ARMY ACCOMMODATION
PLANS

A man invalided out after more than two years but less than five after the age of 18
or over will be paid a gratuity ranging according to the length of service from about a
quarter to three-quarters of the annual rate of the full career pension for his rank.

In the event of a man dying with less than five years’ service, his widow will continue
to receive his pay for three months and will get a death gratuity of twice the full
career pension for his rank. A single man who dies in service will have paid into his
estate a lump sum equal to twice the annual rate of his full career pension for his rank.
For attributable invaliding or death, a man or his widow will receive the benefits
already described plus a disability or war widow's pension from the Department of
Health and Social Security. These too are to be improved.

There will be a new feature designed mainly to benefit those who do not qualify for

widows’ and invaliding pensions because they have not completed five years’

service, or those who do qualify but only for fairly small awards because of a relatively

short period of service. The normal awards will be supplemented if necessary so as
to provide a man or his widow with a minimum level of income. This will apply

regardless of the length of service and will vary according to the assessed extent of an

invalid's disability.

Someone 100 per cent disabled will receive 133 per cent of his full career pension
for his rank. If he is 20 per cent disabled; it will be 40 per cent of his full career pension.
If he dies while serving, the pension level for his widow will be 90 per cent of the full
career pension for his rank with additions for dependent children.

There will also be a special additional lump sum depending on the degree of disability
and ranging up to an amount equal to 100 per cent of the annual rate of the full
career pension for his rank. If a man is killed, his widow will get an additional lump
sum equal to half the annual rate of his full career pension for his rank.

Two other areas of the pension field are under review for improvement. Arrangements
are being worked out for those who have service before 31 March 1973 to have the
chance to get widows' pensions at half the invaliding or the retirement pension rate
in respect of all their service by some scheme of “buying in.” Quite a number of men
and women leave the Services before serving long enough to earn an immediate
retirement pension. Provided they have served a minimum period, benefits will be
provided in the way of deferred pensions in line with proposals in the Social Security
Bill now before Parliament.

The improvements in invaliding pensions will not be carried over to existing redundancy
schemes. -

This is just a brief guide to the new schemes; full details are in the full regulations
being published shortly. PS (A)

Well worth a visit in London is the National Army Museum in Royal Hospital Road,
next door to the Royal Hospital, Chelsea. :

The main displays show the history of the British Army up to World War One. They '

describe the Army’s defeats and victories and illustrate its professional and social
activities.

Visitors are welcome any day between 1000 and 1730 and on Sunday when the mus-
eum is open from 1400 to 1730. Admission is free. It is a short walk from Sloane
Square Underground station and the 39 bus stops right outside the door.

Since the end of World War Two, single soldiers in Germany have been living in
barrack accommodation built at various times between 20 and 100 years ago. In fact
one barracks was built in 1790. Other accommodation was constructed in the 1930s
to meet the expansion of the Wehrmacht; some single-storied hutted blocks called
Op Humane were built in the 1950s and early 1960s. Altogether there are some 100
barracks currently occupied.

A year or two ago a plan was made to modernise a large number of these barracks and
to replace the very bad ones with new “builds.” Obviously the cost will be high but
despite this it has been possible to make a start on this modernisation scheme which
will continue through the 1970s and 1980s and possibly beyond then.
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SSAFA SOCIAL WORKERS

DON'T LOSE YOUR VOTE

K CHEAP STAY IN LONDON

In the main the modernisation envisages the internal re-structuring of barracks to

provide flatlets for ten to 18 men. Each flatlet will have as many single rooms as

possible but generally rooms for four men will be provided. Each room will have built-
in furniture and wash basins should be provided in each single bedroom. Within the

flatlet will be a common ablution area, sitting room and utility room including facilities
for washing and drying clothes and preparing snacks. Additional shower and locker
facilities are a further feature and all floor coverings will be of a more modern standard.
Outside the living area will be a changing room where soldiers, including those living
out, can change from dirty clothes and combat kit and secure these in drying lockers.
The effect of this scheme will not be felt overnight. In fact it will be many years before
the majority of servicemen in Rhine Army experience the higher standards. However,
work has begun at Elizabeth Barracks, Minden, and other barracks will follow. While
work is in progress some inconvenience will be caused but this is unavoidable and
necessary if work is to go ahead as quickly as possible. (Similar modernisation schemes
are also in hand in other overseas stations).

On the married quarters front the shortage of permanent quarters in Rhine Armv is
being met by the provision of flats known as “multiple hirings.” They are designed

~ as far as possible to British standards but built by German developers for leasing to the

British Forces with the expectation that when no longer required by the Forces they
will revert to the owners. ,

This project, named “Open Market,” will provide an additional 8560 married quarters.
So far 2000 have been built and taken over and another 1500 are under construction

- and due for completion by the end of 1973. The rate of progress to meet the balance

depends on finding developers who are prepared to build the numbers needed at
sites within reasonable distance of barracks which they will serve. The developers
have their own problems in finding sites so it is difficult to say when the total require-
ment will be met. But it is hoped that the greatest part will be met in the next three
years. (DQ(A))

Four social workers are to be employed by the Soldiers’, Sailors’ and Airmen's
Families Association at Aldershot, Catterick, Colchester and Tidworth/Bulford. They
will be recruited by SSAFA on behalf of the Army Department and paid from public
funds. They are not likely to be in location for a few months. (DPS)

More than three-quarters of the members of the Services who are otherwise eligible
to vote at parliamentary or local government elections are unable to do so at present

because they failed to complete a registration form for the 1973 register of electors. =
It is not generally realised that a fresh registration form must be completed each year

by members of the Services if they wish to exercise their right to vote.

To get on the 1974 register of electors, which comes into force on 16 February 1974,

a registration form must be ‘completed by not later than 10 October 1973 (15 September

1973 for constituencies in Northern Ireland) and sent off to reach the electoral

registration officer by 16 December 1973.

Registration forms (F/Vote/33), with explanatory leaflets and envelopes, are now

available in units. DCI (Army) T37 of 1973 describes the arrangements for the regis-

tration of Army personnel and the notice board information sheet, whlch should now

be on unit notice boards, gives further guidance.

If you are serving overseas and your wife is with you she may also be reglstered as a

Service voter by completing a registration form (F/Vote/34) which is available in all

overseas units.

A general election is due before June 1975. Don’t lose’your vote by failing to register |
(DM(A))

Stuck for somewhere to stay in London ? Here are some suggestions for places where
servicemen are always welcome.

The Chevrons Club, 3-5 Dorset Square, London NW1, is a residential and social
club for warrant officers and non-commissioned officers and their wives. Subscrip-
tion for serving members is 50p a year or 124p a month when in transit. Bed and break-
fast comes at £1.60 a night for a single room and £3.40 for a double room in the
families” wing. Lunches and suppers are 50p and the club is fully licensed. Baker
Street is the nearest Underground station and the telephone number is 01-723 8213.
The Union Jack Club, Exton Street, Waterloo, London SE1, is handy for the mainline
station at Waterloo and is a residential and social club for all men of the Regular
Forces below commissioned rank. There is no membership fee and charges are £1.50
a night for a single room and as little as 60p for dormitory accommodation. Amenities
include dining room, lounge, reading and writing room and colour television, launderette
with ironing facilities and a spacious cellar bar. The telephone number is 01-928 7103.
If these two clubs are full up, it is worth trying The Victory Services Club, 63-79
Seymour Street, London W2. This is primarily an ex-servicemen'’s club but serving
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members are welcome. Subscription is £1.50 a year and a single room costs between
R CHERP STAY IN LONDON 60p and £1.50 a night. Sharing in New Wing is £1 to £1.50 and sharing in the Old

(continued from previous page) Clubhouse is only 40p to 50p. Set breakfasts are 25p and 37p, lunches 60p and dinners
65p. There is an a la carte menu as well. 1

BELGIANS GET SWINGFIRE The Belgian Army is to get the Swingfire anti-tank missile now in service with British
troops. A contract for the supply of the British Aircraft Corporation system was i

recently signed by BAC's Guided Weapons Division and the Belgian Government.
The contract is for equipping Belgian Striker tracked combat reconnaissance vehicles
with the missile launching systems and supplying the missiles themselves plus
maintenance, spares and training equipment.
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Two brigadiers, 12 colonels, 46 lieutenant-colonels and 945 majors, captains or
Ions FOR THE BOYS licutenants have risen through the ranks from being apprentice tradesmen or
regimental boys joining the Army between 15% and 174 years of age. Ministry of
Defence figures add that more than 2000 boy entrants have become warrant officers.
The raising of the school leaving age means that apprentices and boys can now
join the Army at 16. ' 3

The North Atlantic Treaty Organisation has formed its second permanent international
NEW FORCE FOR NnTo naval force—the Standing Naval Force Channel. At first it will consist of three mine

counter-measures vessels to form a nucleus of a force which could in emergencies

be rapidly expanded to safeguard the shipping lanes in the area of responsibility of

Allied Command Channel.

This does not mean an increase in the strength of NATO's maritime force. It merely

means that what has up to now been a purely national activity has now been put on

an international footing.

NATO's other international naval force is Standing Naval Force Atlantic.

Princess Alexandra is the new president of the Royal Patriotic Fund Corporation, one
ancnss ELEXENDM HEIDS of the oldest Service charities. It exists for the benefit of widows, children and other

I'UND dependants of servicemen. More than £40,000 is distributed annually from the fund
which was created in 1854. Princess Alexandra is the ninth president and succeeds

the Duke of Gloucester who held the appointment for 26 years.
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Queen’s Piper

Pipe-Major David Caird, of 1st Battalion,
The Royal Highland Fusiliers, has been
appointed the Queen’s Piper. He will succeed
Pipe-Major Andrew Pitkeathly, of The
Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders, in Nov-
ember. Pipe-Major Caird joined The High-
land Light Infantry as a boy piper at the
age of 15. He served with its pipe band until
the regiment amalgamated with The Royal
Scots Fusiliers in 1959 to become The Royal
Highland Fusiliers. He continued to play

with -the new regiment’s band. His first
appointment as pipe-major was to the Army
Apprentices College, Chepstow. He has served
in Germany, the Middle East, Singapore and
Malaysia and has been on band tours in
Canada, the United States, South America *
and Indonesia.

Uniucky for some

Historic picture of all 13 regimental warrant
officers of 1st Battalion, Queen’s Own High-
landers (Seaforth and Camerons), taken in
Germany where the battalion is currently
stationed.

They have between them 213 years’ ser-
vice in 25 different countries. Front to
rear, meet Regimental Sergeant-Major
Charles Millar (21 years’ service), Band-
master Peter Mallas (12), Regimental
Quartermaster-Sergeant Peter Dar-
ling (21), Band Sergeant-Major Kenny
MacSween (14), Company Sergeant-
Major George Black (20), Company

"ello! "ello!

Fair arms of the law. These two young ladies
are Sergeant Susan Reis (left) and Corpo-
ral Rhonda Shazell, both Women’s Royal
Army Corps policewomen based at 1 (Br)
Corps Headquarters at Bielefeld, Germany.
Sergeant Reis, whose main job is crime
clerk, also works on serious crimes with the
Special Investigation Branch if a woman or a
child is involved. Corporal Shazell spends
most of her time in a dark room developing
prints of speeding vehicles. Both enjoy the
job and, says Sergeant Reis, “It gets even
more interesting when the men go away on
exercises and we take over their duties.”

Sergeant-Major Rab Smith (16), Com-~
pany Sergeant-Major Joe Mahady (17),
Company Sergeant-Major Willy Hynd
(16), Company Sergeant-Major Murdo
MacDonald (11), Company Sergeant-
Major Douglas Shepherd (15), Company
Sergeant-Major Brian Perry (19), Com-
pany Sergeant-Major Peter White (15)
and Company Sergeant-Major Willie
Pender (16).

The Seaforth Highlanders formed a
sergeants mess in January 1778 on the
raising of the regiment and before the
corporals and privates had even joined.
The first silver was bought in 1824, It is
claimed to be the first sergeants mess in
the British Army—any challengers ?

You deserve the best .-

send for our Brochure showing a complete
range of TABLE SILVER made in our
own TOP CRAFT workshops.

We make YOUR SILVER FOR YOU
ensuring that you enjoy only the very
FINEST QUALITY SILVER—and at
trade price !

THE SILVER CLUB :o:'::: bt e -

U.K. ATOMIC
ENERGY AUTHORITY
CONSTABULARY

We have vacancies for

GONSTABLES

AGED 20 TO 50 YEARS

at various Establishments in
England and Scotland.

% Minimum Height: 5ft 7in.

* Pay: £1,320 at age 20 rzsmg
to £1 880 maximum.

% Opportunity for overtime.
% Good Promotion Prospects.

% Rented Housing or Hostel
Accommodation.

% 40 hour week, 5 weeks"
annual leave.

% Contributory Pension
Scheme.

For further information, write to:

The Chief Constable's Office

UKAEA Constabulary
Building No. 1

AERE, Harwell, Didcot,
Berks OX11 ORA
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Story by John Jesse

Right: The parade is silent and still at
the moment of consecration just before the
Colonel-in-Chief presents the new Standards.

One of the eight Standards is handed over.
The Queen, between Standard bearer and Gold
Stick, is almost completely hidden from view.

HE presentation by the Queen of

I new Standards to the Household
Cavalry was an unforgettable spec-

tacle of military splendour such as is
seldlom seen even in a country which
excels in the art of staging grand ceremon-
ial. Horse Guards Parade, in the very heart
of London, was for once filled with horses.
About 180 of them—a rare sight these

days—groomed to an immaculate gloss,

were drawn up in double ranks on two
sides, their riders resplendent in the full-
dress uniforms of The Life Guards and
The Blues and Royals (Royal Horse
Guards and 1st Dragoons) with burnished
cuirasses and plumed helmets glinting.
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The Queen has a smile for Field-Marshal
Sir Gerald Templer. On her left, the Duke
of Edinburgh and Earl Mountbatten of Burma.

In the centre the massed mounted and
dismounted bands of the Household Cav-
alry in their state uniform—royal-cyphered
frock coats, stiff with gold lace, and wear-
ing their characteristic dark-blue velvet
“jockey” caps—played popular airs. Out
in front, calm, steady and apparently
completely unaffected by the pageantry
unfolding around them, stood the two
drum horses, Cicero and Hercules, the
former carrying the kettle drums of the
old st Life Guards, presented by William
IV in 1831.

First on parade was the dismounted
band ‘marching in ponderous step at the
head of the armoured squadrons of Ferrets
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Right: Four of the old Standards are escort-
ed on to the parade ground. Far right:
Ferrets moving towards the saluting base.

and Scorpions—the only concession to
modernity—which formed into line against
the green background of the trees and
lawns of St. James’s Park. This was the

first time that Scorpion, the Army’s new -

tracked combat reconnaissance vehicle, had
taken part in a ceremonial parade. Next
came the mounted band of The Life
Guards leading the mountedsquadrons to
the march “Coburg.”

Now the two bands joined forces and
all was ready for the arrival of the Colonel-
in-Chief, the Queen. As the clock over
Horse Guards arch struck three the royal
landau with scarlet-coated outriders drew
up in front of the royal dais where Her
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“colonels, who traditionally hold
appointment of Gold Stick—Earl Mount-

- batten of Burma, Colonel of The Life

Guards, and Field-Marshal Sir Gerald
Templer, Colonel of The Blues and Royals.
After the Queen had inspected her
Household Cavalry the eight old Standards,
which she had presented in June 1963,
were trooped to ““Milanollo,” quick march
of The Life Guards, and “Aida,” quick
march of the Blues and Royals, before
disappearing to “Auld Lang Syne.”

Each regiment has one Sovereign’s and
three squadron, or union, Standards. They
are the personal Standards of the Sove-
reign and are normally replaced every ten
years. The Blues and Royals also have a
regimental guidon presented by the Queen
last year and on this occasion carried by
the Queen’s Life Guard, that élite body
which has been mounted at Horse Guards
since the 17th century and is always on
call to the Sovereign.

The new Standards were now brought
up and placed on the silver kettle drums
of the 2nd Life Guards, also the gift of
William IV, and on those of the Royal
Horse Guards (The Blues), presented by
George III in 1805, in readiness for the
service of consecration conducted by the
Chaplain-General to the Forces, the Vener-
able Archdeacon J R Youens. Once con-
secrated and “set apart,” the Standards
were formally handed over by the Queen.
The eight Standards, each carried by a
mounted warrant officer, then joined their
regiments to the accolade of a royal salute
and the playing of the national anthem.

The scene was now set for the final
review. First the mounted squadrons walked
past in stately tread to such rousing music
as ‘“Men of Harlech” and “The Preobra-
jensky March.” Then, as the bands broke
into. “D’Ye Ken John Peel” the pace
quickened to a jingling trot with the
squadrons wheeling and turning in perfect
formation. Following in their wake the
rumble and clatter of the armoured
squadrons as they rolled past.

The parade drew to a close; the Queen
and the Duke of Edinburgh drove back to
Buckingham Palace escorted by The
Queen’s Life Guard; the new Standards
were borne off by their regiments.

The Life Guards are currently an
armoured regiment in Germany equipped
with Chieftain tanks, having spent four
months in Belfast last year as infantry.
The Blues and Royals are at Windsor.
A Squadron is the present Allied Command
Europe Mobile Force reconnaissance unit
and carried out Arctic training earlier this
year. Later it will take part in other NATO
exercises elsewhere in Europe with its
Scorpions and Ferrets. B and C squadrons
have just completed tours in Cyprus, the
former having been part of the United
Nations force.

The mounted squadrons of The Life
Guards and The Blues and Royals together
form the Household Cavalry Regiment,
stationed at the new Hyde Park Barracks,
Knightsbridge. The regiment performs the
Household Cavalry’s ceremonial roles,
and officers and soldiers are posted between
the mounted squadrons and their respec-
tive armoured regiments to ensure a bal-
anced career.
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« ALL THAT IS BE
IN THE ARMY...”

complained there were not enough

bands and that the performers
were not in their old-time uniforms.
“What these critics will have to say about
this year’s show we cannot say for it in-
cludes all that is best in the Army.”

Thus wrote The Andover Advertiser on
10 August 1923, after the Army had pulled
out all the stops to produce the first major
tattoo in the grounds of Tidworth Officers
Club.

It is from this spectacular effort that the
Tidworth tattoo, which this year celebrated
half a century of military pageantry, traces
its history. From 1923 until the outbreak
of World War Two, the tattoo was a regular
feature of life in Tidworth and attracted
many thousands of spectators from home
and abroad. The Andover reporter in 1923
estimated attendance at 18,000 to 20,000
and added: “Long before 8 o’clock there
was a very long queue four abreast at the
main gate. . .”’

After the war there was a period when
no tattoo was held but in 1965 a small
military display was held at the end of the
Tidworth Horse Trials. The display proved
so popular that it grew in size year by year
until the event had to be separated from
the trials to become a show in its own right
again, held annually on the Spring Bank
Holiday.

With the tattoo restored to the import-
ance it held in its pre-war heyday, the
50th anniversary performance set out to
recapture bygone pomp and pageantry,
despite the fact that the Army is very much
smaller now than it was in 1923.

CRITICS of Tidworth tattoo had

Said the tattoo chairman, Brigadier E G
B Davies-Scourfield, Commander Salis-
bury Plain Area: “Producing a tattoo of the
size of Tidworth’s is not an easy matter in
these modern times; with a small Regular
Army so heavily committed, it is difficult
for units to find the time and the men to
take part in a tattoo. However, we believe
that a tattoo is an ideal way of showing off
the Army to the people of this country at
close quarters.”

But manpower shortages did not prevent
some 500 musicians parading for the show.
Their appearance echoed the scene in
1923 as described then in The Andover
Advertiser: “A hasty glance at the pro-
gramme was sufficient to assure all music
lovers that they were in for a rare treat, for
it was next the turn of the massed bands to
give an example of their ability, and if the
crowd had realised that Bandmaster T W
Stofford had between 400 and 500 music-
jans ready to respond to the jerks of his
baton they would not have envied him his
task.”

To complete the similarity with the
musical part of the tattoo 50 years ago, the
1973 bandsmen played martial music of
1923 including “The Old Grey Mare” and
“The Thin Red Line” followed by a
selection of “pops” of the time such
as “Tea For Two,” “Yes, We Have
No Bananas” and ‘“California, Here I
Come.”

Most of the regiments which took part
in the 1923 tattoo have disappeared either
by disbandment or amalgamation. But
they were represented at the 50th anni-
versary by their present-day successors

.

and 22 men and woman, dressed in “their
old-time uniform’ as those critics of half
a century ago would have liked, took part
in the arena display.

The 11 pairs recalled the serried ranks
of the 1923 tattoo drawn from the 12th
Royal Lancers (Prince of Wales’s); 15th/
19th The King’s Royal Hussars (Queen
Mary’s Own; 17th/21st Lancers; 111

BRYMPTON SCHOOL

BRYMPTON D’'EVERCY
Nr. Yeovil

Boys’ Boarding and Day School

ENTRY FROM 11 UPWARDS
Small Classes.
Excellent Results in G.C.E.

Apply Bursar.

WANTED

All Japanese swords and daggers.
Minimum £20 paid for WW Il
Officers swords.

THE SUSSEX ARMOURY,

+ BRITISH FORCES. Take Delivery in U.K. of a
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% PART-EXCHANGE. Our Motto is “Everything has
a price”. Don't be afraid to offer us a bicycle to an
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+ U.K. VISITOR. Europeaﬁ or North American
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Battery, The Royal Field Artillery; E
Troop, Cavalry Signals; 2nd Battalion, The
King’s Shropshire Light Infantry; 2nd
Battalion, The Loyal Regiment; lst Bat-
talion, The Lancashire Fusiliers; 1st Bat-
talion, The Wiltshire Regiment; 20 Com-
pany, Royal Army Medical Corps; and
Queen Alexandra’s Imperial Military
Nursing Service.

In answer to the irresistible call of the
martial music and the ringing orders to the
contingents from these units in 1923, it
was recorded: “Officers who after dining
at the house which is nowadays their club
or at their regimental messes came along
wearing the picturesque white-fronted
mess dresses of the various regiments,
buttoned their greatcoats closely around

them as they took their seats on the stands,
and many of the ladies in the enclosure
wore furs. Those less fortunate who were
without tickets had to find the best places
they could along the side of the arena,
but it was a jolly crowd.”

Fifty years later the arena resounded
again to the cheers of a tattoo audience. . .
it was a jolly crowd.

Order your equipment the

!Jse Britain’s foremost
industrial catalogue

— one reference source for countless
items! Send today for your free copy.

The Dexion industrial catalogue brings you thousands of items of
equipment—all available from one supplier. Its 168 pages include

sections on:

¥ storage systems for small items

¥ shelving and racks

% handling equipment

% pallets and pallet storage systems

% workshop and stores equipment
% construction systems
% display and exhibition systems

easier way':
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Military models

ACCENT on
the CENT

IKE its armoured namesake of the
I Roman legions, the Centurion tank

has achieved a prestigious position
in military history. In Korea it outmatched
Communist T34/85s and SUs, during the
Kashmir crisis Indian Centurions con-
tinually conquered Pakistani M47s and
M48s, and in the Six-Day War the
Israelis destroyed T54s and other Russian
tanks at remarkably long range.

Now, as the Centurion phases out of
the British Army, particular praise for
British tank technology comes from a
Japanese model firm.

In the instruction pamphlet for its new
1:25th scale kit of the Centurion, the
Tamiya Plastic Model Company of Shiz-
uoka City says: “Until the Chieftain was
introduced, the Centurion was reputed to
be the best medium tank in the world . . . .
The replacement of the Centurion by
Chieftain in the British Army does not
mean that the Centurion is not still a very
formidable fighting weapon. It is simply
because in the Chieftain Britain has pro-
duced an even better design, resulting in a
vehicle which is unsurpassed by any other
nation.”

The kit too does justice to the Centurion.
The instruction leaflet with authentic
action photographs, wealth of / transfer
decals, exquisiteness of moulding, travers-
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ing turret, elevating gun barrel, battery
operated motor and tracks with individual
links are standard features of kits from this

firm. What is new is a track tensioning

device and a remarkably realistic working
suspension which gives the impression of
unending miles of rugged battleground
just over a few feet of front room carpet.
Military modellers are already marking

this “Cent™ 100 per cent. Even at £8.99— '

the most expensive tank kit yet from
Tamiya—it is a sterling investment. Models
can be finished in British Army versions
(above, Mk III) serving in the United

Kingdom, Berlin and Libyan Desert, as
well as those of the United Nations in _

Korea and Israelis in Sinai.

At present the Japanese are making a
“killing” in the field of plastic model tanks.

Tamiya are keeping up the pressure with
an impressive Jagdpanther ‘“‘Rommel” in
1: 25th scale at £6.99 and a Russian KV-1
Type C (left) in 1 : 35th scale at £2.50.

The United Kingdom distributors,
Richard Kohnstam Ltd of 13 High Street,
Hemel Hempstead, Hertfordshire, HPI
3AD, have also recently released a series
of armoured cars and half-tracks in 1: 40th
scale by Midori and revived an old range of
Japanese ‘‘snap-together™ tank kits in
1:76th scale under their own brand name
of Riko.

The Midori models—which all have
clockwork motors—comprise the British
Hornet and Saladin, German Sd Kfz 222
and French EBR 75A at 65 pence, and
German Sd Kfz 250/3, Sd Kfz 250/10,
Sd Kfz 250/9 and Sd Kfz 232 at 89 pence.

Riko kits—complete with friction motors
at 25 pence each—include a Stug III,
JS-3, Panther, Sherman, T 54, M48A2

Patton, Flakpanzer IV, King Tiger, Jagd-

panther and AMX-30. These kits are not
so detailed or accurate as Tamiya’s but
are easy to assemble and make fascinating
desk top ornaments. HH

Top: The Centurion has been superseded by
Chieftain in the British Army but it still
serves others. Left: A Russian tank from
the popular and accurate Japanese models.
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If that sounds all too tempting, part of the reason could be that
you're getting yourself into financial difficulties.

The National Westminster can help you look after your money.
And you, as a member of the Services, are entitled to preferential -
terms. So why not post us the coupon and cash in on our help?It’s a lot .
easlier than joining the Legion.

«» National Westminster Bank

-——————_———-———-—-———_—————_——-—-1

Communications Department, National Westminster Bank, P.O. Box 34, 22 Old Broad Street, London E.C.2. l
Please send me details of your services.

I Name Address I

| (Block letters, please) I
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FORCES
SORCERERS

Story by Mike Starke
Pictures by Martin Adam

RAF Sergeant Ted Lumby is assisted by his
wife, Shirley, during his magic displays.
Wives become wizardry widows to enthusiasts!
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RIDAY the 13th is a day endowed

with mystical properties by the super-

stitious. So what better occasion

for a meeting of magicians? There
was something else special about the
group of wizards who gathered at RAF
Digby on the 13th. Instead of the pointed
hats and shimmering cloaks usually associ-
ated with their craft, these magicians
arrived wearing the more down-to-earth
dress of the Armed Forces. For they are all
members of the Inter-Services Magical
Society.

The meeting at Digby was the society’s
first major-get-together since it was formed
in 1969 and members staged an evening of
magic before an audience of 150 people
to raise money for the RAF Benevolent
Fund. As the programme for the night
explained: “The whole concept of the club
is to bind serving magicians together under
one umbrella, to be independent of
civilian societies and to help charitable
organisations whenever and wherever pos-
sible.”

But these military magicians are not
just fund-raisers. The mysteries of their
talents—closely guarded secrets kept from
all but the initiated—form part of an art
that is more than just a hobby and more
even than the ability to stand on a stage
and entertain an audience.

Some two dozen members from an
Army cook to a naval officer and an RAF
navigator are to be found in this all-ranks
organisation under the banner of “Semper
paratus” (Ever-ready).

Its president, Flight-Lieutenant Peter
Osborne—known as the Wizard Oz to his
colleagues at RAF Odiham where he
serves as a Puma helicopter navigator
with 33 Squadron—explained: “I’ve been
doing magic since I was a schoolboy.
I joined the RAF in 1941 and I’ve done
shows off and on throughout my service
career—sometimes more off than on.
But wherever you are, you must be
prepared to do something—Semper para-
tus.“

Ever-ready is a difficult motto to live up
to when membership is of people who are
not on a nine-to-five routine and who get
posted all over the world. Members have
to rely on self-help and in cash terms this
can be expensive. Tricks can cost anything
from 75p for a pack of “magic”’ cards
to £400 for a complicated illusion equip-
ment.

Just one of the problems can be moving
sometimes bulky magic equipment around
between postings. “I had a head-chopper,”
recalled Flight-Lieutenant Osborne, “‘a
guillotine trick sent out to me in Singapore
once. It arrived at the docks and the
customs man asked me what it was and I
told him it was for cutting off heads and
offered to set it up and demonstrate—it
would only have taken an hour or so.
But he declined. It took me two whole
days to get it out of ‘hock’.”

Flight-Lieutenant Osborne and Army
Catering Corps Corporal Bill Frame were
among the first to decide it was time to
call together Service magicians into one
society. Since its formation the Inter-
Services Magical Society has slowly
gathered strength. In the early days a
monthly news letter kept members in-
formed and this has now developed into a
magazine which is the envy of many larger
and longer-established magical societies.
To a widely spread membership such a
publication is an invaluable exchange
and mart for ideas.

As members are scattered all over the
world much of the ISMS business is
conducted by letter and tape recorded
messages. Only occasionally do members
manage to meet and this brings the
inevitable bonanza of “Have you seen this
one. . . ” Many of those taking part in the
Digby show met for the first time that
night.

The annual meeting held for the first
time this year will be rotated between the
three Services. Next year it is planned to
take place with the Navy in Portsmouth
and the year after it is hoped the Army
will act as hosts. .

4

Above: In uniform, Corporal Sammy Sams is a
“Redcap.” Here he defies the law of gravity!

Left: Navy recruiting officer Lieutenant D
McCullough saying it with flowers at Dighy.

“I think people will come forward more
now we have got established,” said Flight-
Lieutenant Osborne, “The ISMS can
encourage people to have a go at magic.
In an organisation like this we live and
learn. Even old hands can learn from
people just beginning.”

Gazing into its crystal ball the society
looks for three wishes™ for the future.
Firstly to be officially recognised as a
Services organisation by the Ministry of
Defence, secondly to recruit new members
and thirdly to set up a permanent head-
quarters to help administration.

At the moment, the society finds it
easier to pull rabbits out of hats than to
realise all its wishes at the drop of one. In
the meantime, its members continue to
entertain and astound audiences wherever
there is room to wave a wand.

|
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Magic is a family affair for the “Wizard 0z”
joined here by his wife and daughter on stage.

Left: Major Clive Taylor is retired fron} the
Army but still works for the Defence Ministry.

Membership of the Inter-Services
Magical Society is open to all
personnel in the Armed Forces
interested in magic; the annual
subscription is £1.00. Details from
the News Letter Editor, Corporal
John Oakley, 11 Signal Regiment,
Catterick Garrison, Yorkshire,

DL9 4HH, or from Flight-Lieutenant
Peter Osborne, RAF Odiham,
Odiham, Hampshire.

These two pictures look alike but they differ
in ten details. Look at them carefully. If
you cannot spot the differences see page 47.
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THE PATHFINDERS

CENTRAL BAND of the Royal AIR FORCE

Conductor: Wi

“The Pathfinders” (Central Band of the
Royal Air Force) (Conductor: Wing-
Commander R E C Davies) (Columbia
Studio 2 Stereo TWO 387).

This is an outstanding LP by anyone’s
standards and compares very favourably with
the best that the three great American Forces
bands can put out. Neither conductor,
arrangers nor players put a foot wrong.
The music is of fine quality and brilliantly
reproduced so don’t miss it if you want your
collection to be representative of British
military bands at their best.

The record’s title has little to do with
the contents except for the first item, a
fine march of that name by Malcolm Lockyer.
Other marches are from the film “Patton”
and the thrilling ““Thunderbirds.” Solo
items are Agostini’s great trio “The Three
Trumpeters” and Leroy Anderson’s “Trum-
peter’s Lullaby,” the latter dreamily played
by Chief Technician Neville Griffiths on
muted trumpet.

Incidental music from TV or films in-
cludes the main theme from “The Forsyte
Saga,” a not-too-good arrangement of Eric
Coates’s fine original, “‘Echoes of Britannia’s
Rule,” from the series “The British Empire”
(not the opening signature theme which is
by Elgar), and some of the music from
“Clochemerle.,” Most of the latter is-played
fI; I'm sure it should have been pp.

“Pentagon’ is an attractive piece in very
tricky rhythm for all concerned; “Serenata”
is another of Leroy Anderson’s master-
pieces of light music, “Jockey on the Carou-
sel” is a rollicking 6/8 tune by Canadian
Robert Farnon.

All these items are of short duration but
the disc is completed with two more sub-
stantial excerpts from the theatre world in a
selection from Lionel Bart’s “Oliver” and
two dances from the ballet “Pineapple Poll.”

By the end of the record I was, like Oliver
himself, asking for more of this very tasty
dish. RB

“The Staff Band of the Royal Army Ord-
nance Corps” (Conductor: Captain D R
Beat) (Sydney Thompson Records DIX 51)
The corps has very little music to call its own
so this LP is mostly of standard marches on
side one with film and Latin-American
music on the reverse. And a very good
opportunity it is for all old and serving
members to get to know their band as it
now is. For many years the corps had only an
unofficial band. It was first given a director
of music in 1939 soon after which its famous
wartime dance band—The Blue Rockets—
became a household name.

The well-played selection of marches from
Europe comprises “Pentland Hills” (Howe),
“Lorraine” (Ganne), ‘“‘Soldiers’ Chorus™
(Gounod), “Copenhagen™ (Fredericksen),
“Sol a Sevilla” (Jordan), “Through Night to
Light” (Laukien), “By the Left” (Bashford)
and the corps marches “Sua Tela Tonanti”
and “The Village Blacksmith.”

The theme music from “The Big Country”
is once again in my opinion taken too fast

- for best effect, sounding more like Monaco

during rush-hour., Captain Beat’s own “Cha
Cha for Children” is a catchy piece based on
several nursery tunes. The reconstituted
Blue Rockets band (now a small pop-style
group) plays “A Banda” and “For Carlos”
in attractive style and the military band
completes the record with the theme from
“Love Story,” Glen Osser’s “Beguine Again®
(a follow-up to his successful “Beguine for
Band™), a piece called ‘“Bossa Nova Holiday™
and the theme from “Exodus.”

Old-time dance maestro Sydney Thompson
breaks into military band recording in fine style
and, of course, with elegant technique. RB
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(] THE
HOFFMANN
POLLARD BAND

Conducted by
DENNIS MASTERS, LT.C.L.

“Sounds of Brass Series Vol 3” (The
Ransome Hoffman Pollard Band, con-
ducted by Dennis Masters) (Decca SB 303).
Another famous brass band wastes its
talents on some poor arrangements and the
conductor must take some of the blame for
his programme and certain failings in what
the Americans call his “‘rendition.”

The “Heroic March” from Percy Fletcher’s
early Epic Symphony makes an impressive
beginning but I listened with horror to an
emasculated version of Waldteufel’s valse
militaire “The Grenadiers.”” Shorn of its
bugle calls and all its repeats it was about
as military as those dancing girls known as the
Grenadiers, and much less attractive. Like
the other waltz on this disc, “Casino Tanze”
by lively old Gung’l, it was too slow and
lifeless. The “‘Hallelujah Chorus” from
Handel's “Messiah™ was so lethargically
played I expected it to come to a grinding
halt long before the welcome end.

The real gem is a selection (believe it or
not) from Tchaikovsky’s “‘Capriccio Italien.”
Brass bands really should stop perpetrating
this sort of thing—it only confirms some
people’s image of brass bands as belonging
to the dark ages of the 19th century.

The remainder of this LP, you will be
pleased to hear, is quite acceptable and of
course beautifully played. A cornet solo
by Brian Mather, ‘“The Caledonian,” is
good legitimate fun and, apart from some
faulty rhythm, so is an arrangement of
Wagner’s ‘“Nibelungen March.” The Berlioz
overture “Les Francs Juges” is a famous
test piece and receives a contest performance
of great verve and skill. Whether Berlioz
would approve, any more than would
Tchaikovsky, i1s a different matter. RB

“Amazing Grace” (Pipes, Drums and
Military Band of the Regimental Brigade
of Scotland) (RCA Camden CAS 2579).
No, don’t be put off by the title. Even if
you've heard enough of “Amazing Grace”
to last you a lifetime I think you need this
LP of a fine mixture of pipes and band musie.
Captain Brian Keeling, who with my
reyiewer-colleague JM is responsible for the

training of all junior pipers and musicians «

of The Scottish Division, has put together a
very attractive 'list of tunes, arranged” by
himself for the most part, for pipes and
military band. These youngsters acquit them-
selves very well and the whole LP achieves
an atmosphere that makes not only good
listening but would serve admirably as
background music when seeing off a bottle
of the hard stuff.

Two of the medleys are for pipes and
drums alone—“Cock o’ the North” and “A
Hundred Pipers.” The remainder are for
pipes and band and include “Rule Britan-
nia,” “Amazing Grace,” “Skye Boat Song,”

“Scotland the Brave,” “Bluebells of Scot-
land,” “Kumbaya” and even the American
“Yankee Doodle.”

Yet another setting of Last Post, this
time to none other than “Auld Lang Syne,”
should be in every party-giver’s record rack,
Short of playing the National Anthem I
can’t think of a better hint the host could
give that the party’s over than a fortissimo
performance of side two of this LP. RB

““ The Imperial Star for holding up
an attack and the green garter
JSor holding up my breeches.”’

Hilliard

Smith & Partners Ltd
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Buy British (Leyland

TRIUMPH/ROVER/JAGUAR

4070 Rheydt, Druckerstr.17, Tel.:02166/48076

For Bielefeld, Briiggen, Celle, Detmold,

Dortmund, Dilmen, Disseldorf, Fallingbostel,

Gutersloh, Hameln, Hamm, Hannover,
Hildesheim, Hohne, Iserlohn, Krefeld, Laar-
bruch, Lemgo, Lippstadt, Libbecke,

Menden, Minden, Ménchengladbach, Munster,

Munster-Lager, Nienburg, Osnabriick,

Paderborn, Rheindahlen, Rinteln, Sennelager,

Soltau, Verden, Viersen, Wegberg, Wetter,
Wildenrath, Wolfenbittel.

Service guaranteed near all major units.
Willi Kremer
AUSTIN/MORRIS/MG/ROVER/JAGUAR
4050 Monchengladbach-Rheindahlen,
Ladenstr.20,Tel.:02161/59326

For Briiggen, Krefeld, Laarbruch, Ménchen-
gladbach, Wildenrath.

BRITISH

LEYLAND

A. Briiggemann + Co GmbH

West-Germany

and be glad of it.

Rankins of Rheydt AUSTIN/MORRIS/MG/

Reinhard Isenberg
AUSTIN/MORRIS/MG/ROVER/JAGUAR
4750 Unna, Bundesstr. 1, Tel.: 23 03/808 36
For Dortmund, Hamm, Iserlohn, Menden,
Soest, Unna, Werl.

AHG — Autohandels GmbH
AUSTIN/MORRIS/MG 4800 Bielefeld,
Herforder Str.241, Tel.: 0521/35084

For Bielefeld, Detmold, Giitersloh, Lemgo,
Libbecke, Minden, Paderborn, Sennelager.

Ing. W.Brandes
AUSTIN/MORRIS/MG/ROVER/JAGUAR

" 4401 Nienberge, Miinsterstr. 32—34,

Tel.:025033/214

For Miinster, Burgsteinfurt, Warendorf,
Georg Ciupka
AUSTIN/MORRIS/MG/ROVER/JAGUAR
4500 Osnabrick, Pferdestr. 2, Tel.: 0541/52129
For Nienburg, Fallingbostel, Osnabrick.

British Leyland-Importer-4 Dusseldorf, Harffstrasse 53, Postbox 1940, Tel.: 0211/78181

As a Field Engineer with
[CL, Europe's premier computer
company, vou can build yourself
a rewarding and profitable career,
with excellent prospects.:

We start yvou off with a paid
training course of up to six
months that adds the necessary
computer knowledge to yvour
electronics experience. You learn
how to use computers, deal with
their operational problems, and
maintain them and keep them
running smoothly.

Then vou go out into the
field —to consolidate vour training

and become a complete

with the most sophisticated
equipment in the best possible
conditions. And vou'll be highlv
involved with our customers

professional, working unsupervised,

Electronics Engineers
fortoday’s career using
tomorrow’s technology.

right up to top management. Often,
you will be the principal day-to-
day contact.

The money is really attractive.
You can pick up 409, extra for
any work done after 6 pm and
before 8 am—without even
having to do any overtime!

Aged over 21, you'll need
to have HNC or C & G in
electronic engineering, coupled
with some industrial experience,
or a Forces training in
electronics. We will also be looking
for important personal gualities
like tact, adaptability,
resourcefulness.

There are opportunities of
starting with us in several areas
in the UK. Get the full details
now by completing and returning
this coupon today.

I To: Mr A E Turner, International |

I Computers Limited, 85 91 Upper I
Richmond Road, Putney, London

| swis 21rQ i
I Please send me an application form I

I for job openings in Field Engineering. I

| \ AIMm I

I N € I

I Address I 1
| |

| |

l (TS 7) I

| |

l International I

| Computers I
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Territorial Army Volunteer Reserve
the clock went back 30 years as the
landing ship beached in Worbarrow Bay
and disgorged some 200 men of 2nd Bat-
talion, The Wessex Regiment (Volunteers).
For Worbarrow Bay, still part "of the
Army’s south coast training area between
Lulworth and Swanage, was the scene of
assault landings and cliff-scrambling re-
hearsal for World War Two’s D-Day
- landings in Normandy.
On a weekend exercise the 2nd Wessex
was practising counter-revolutionary oper-
ations, patrolling and night navigation,

FOR the old Sweats still serving in the

A W T T

v
E

helicopter drills, road movement and short
sea embarkation drills. The Volunteers

were taken out to sea from Portland in the

Royal Fleet Auxiliary Sir Tristram, one of

the logistic landing ships, and made an

unopposed landing in the bay. :

Acting as “enemy” during the weekend
were some 40 men of B and D squadrons
of 2Ist Special Air Service Regiment
(Artists Rifles).

The 2nd Wessex was formed only two
years ago on an expansion of the TAVR from
cadres which remained when a year earlier
the Reserve Forces were cut down.' At
the same time the original battalion, The

Above: the gaping jaws of Sir Tristram open
to disgorge dwarfed assault troops on shore. i
Wessex Volunteers, was retitled st Battalion’
The Wessex Regiment (Rifle Volunteers).
The 2nd- Battalion’s headquarters is at =
Reading with A Company at Bletchley,
B (which is up to strength) at Portsmouth,
C at Maidenhead and D at Poole with
platoons in Bournemouth and Weymouth.
The cadres from which the battalion was
formed were The Buckinghamshire Regi-
ment, The Royal Berkshire Territorials,
The Hampshire and Isle of Wight Terri-
torials and The Dorset Territorials.

REGIMENTAL PLATE

A commemorative plate in Spode fine bone
China is to be produced for The Duke of
Wellington’s Regiment in a limited edition
of 500. It is the third in a series covering
unamalgamated infantry regiments. The
first two were produced for The Green
Howards and The Cheshire Regiment.
The fourth and subsequent plates will be
announced at yearly intervals.

The Duke of Wellington’s plate is in model-
led 24-carat gold and rich enamels on Spode
fine bone china. In the centre, surrounded
by a union wreath and crown, is the regi-
mental badge of the 33rd of Foot and to
its right, that of the 76th. The border of
the plate features 33 of the regiment’s 117

battle honours displayed on three panels
linked by motifs of the Yorkshire rose on a
red-and-gold design of rose leaves. The
plate measures 104in in diameter and is -
supplied in a presentation box accompanied
by a certificate signed by the Colonel of
the Regiment, General Sir Robert N H C
Bray. .

One of the first to see the design of the plate
was the present Duke of Wellington. It was
launched on June 18—Waterloo Day—one
of the regiment’s most famous victories.
The plates will be distributed by Mulberry
Hall, of Stonegate, York, YO1 2AW, price
£28.75 each, inclusive of postage and pack-
ing within the United Kingdom.
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Mrs Odette Hallowes GC, who as Odettep»

Sansom was awarded the George Cross
after being captured by the Germans
while acting as an agent in enemy-
occupied France during World War Two,
looks at an exhibit in the Imperial

War Museum exhibition of Victoria
Crosses and George Crosses. Many

items of interest connected with the

two awards, formerly displayed at

St Geeorges’ House, will now form part
of a permanent exhibition at the museum

Resplendent in his new “uniform,” Dewi
II takes on his job as mascot of 3rd
(Volunteer) Battalion, The Royal
Regiment of Wales. Dewi IT was selected
from the royal herd of Cashmere goats and
presented to the battalion on behalf of the
Queen. He succeeds Dewi I who died
suddenly in April. Pictured with Dewi II
are Goat-Major Lance-Corporal Peter
Browning and the battalion’s command-
ing officer, Lieutenant-Colonel Brian Pim,

A
Princess Margaret inspected a guard of .
honour provided by 3 Company of
5th (Volunteer) Battalion, The Royal
Anglian Regiment, when she opened
the new Essex Regiment museum at
Chelmsford.

The Paul family have made something of a
family affair out of 44 Para Ordnance Field
Park, Royal Army Ordnance Corps (Volun-
teers). David and John Paul plus their
brother-in-law, Richard Ruby, are all
serving members of the unit. Mrs Joan Paul,
her husband, and daughter Mrs Shirley
Ruby, run the unit canteen.

A 200-year link with the Navy wasp
continued when the Queen’s Colour and
Regimental Colour of The Duke of
Edinburgh’s Royal Regiment (Berkshire
and Wiltshire) were brought home by the
Navy from Germany. The two county
regiments used to serve as marines in
bygone days. While 1st Battalion, The
Duke of Edinburgh’s Royal Regiment, was
being flown back from Berlin after a two-
year tour there, the Colours were shipped
back from Cuxhaven to Portsmouth by the
minesweeper HMS Lewiston.

«gBandsmen from 2nd Battalion, The Light
Infantry, and buglers from 3rd Battalion, The
Royal Green Jackets, stepped out at 140
paces a minute around the BBC’s Pebble
Mill broadcasting centre in Birmingham for
the benefit of the lunchtime magazine
programme “Pebble Mill at One.”

A

When 1st Battalion, The Duke of
Edinburgh’s Royal Regiment, said goodbye
to their friends in Berlin at the end of a
posting there, they did it in the grand manner
by hiring one of the higgest halls in the

city and staging a pageant which told the
history of the regiment. The show traced
the progress of the four regiments of foot
which eventually amalgamated into The
Duke of Edinburgh’s Royal Regiment. They
were the 49th, 66th, 62nd and 99th of foot.
These paired off to become The Berkshire
Regiment and The Duke of Edinburgh’s
(Wiltshire Regiment) in 1881. The final
amalgamation came in 1959,

The Mayor of Colchester, Councillorpp *

Arthur Parsonson, who is an ex-Essex
Yeomanryman, took a keen interest in a
Scout helicopter of 665 Aviation Squadron
during a visit to Colchester garrison. Here
the squadron’s officer commanding, Major
Ronald Matthews, explains the controls.

Gunner Peter Clough, serving as an Abbot
driver with 1st Regiment, Royal Horse
Artillery, in Germany, is promoted to
general. . . every time he gets down to

his hobby of wargaming in the cellars of
his barracks where a special room has
been laid out for this ever-growing
pastime. Gunner Clough’s on- and off-duty
interest in soldiering was learned while he
was a boy. His father was a staff-sergeant
in the Royal Artillery.
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Professional boxing

HIS month’s is a very simple
competition in which, with the help
of the clues, you have to promote

the professional in Line One of the
diagram to Line Three.

letters—on a postcard or by letter, with the

“Competition 182 label from this page

and your name and address, to:
SOLDIER (Comp 182)
Clayton Barracks

Having done so, can you now say what Aldershot
two letters should replace the question Hants
marks ? Send your answer—just the two GU11 2BG.

. 1 " 4 5 6 7
tneone | P|R|I|V|A|T|E
) 8 9 1 12 13 14

Line Two ?
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Line Three ?

Clues for Line Two

1 If Vis after | write it in Box 8 unless | is the
first letter in this sentence, in which case write
that in Box 13.

2 Provided T is in Box 6 write A in Box 12
but only if R is in Box 2.

3 Write P in Box 10 if five is greater than three.
4 If SOLDIER is published monthly write C in
Box 11.

5 Provided you have written V in Box 8 write
L in Box 14, otherwise write A in Box 12 unless
that box is already filled, in which case transfer
the content of Box 11 to Box 8.

6 If the letters in Box 5 and Box 12 match, write
the same letter in Box 9; if not, write A in Box 9.

"7 If any box, from Box 1 to Box 10, contains

the letter L, insert L in Box 14; if not, insert N,
instead.

Clues for Line Three

Lines One, Two. and Three read vertically
provide groups of three letters. The answers to
the following provide the letters of five or these
SeVEN groups:

(a) Plural of is.

(b) s and needles.

(c) Animal doctor.

(d) River island.

{e) Man’'s name.

LR R R R L L R L R R AR L]

COMPETITION 182

BEEEBINBEBNENBIANT RN RRRNRERNRRRERRNNERERERS

sessmsree

This competition is open to all readers
at home and overseas and closing date is
Monday 8 October. The answers and
winners’ names will appear in the Decem-
ber SOLDIER. More than one entry can be
submitted but each must be accompanied
by a “Competition 182" label. Winners will
be drawn by lots from correct entries.

1 £10
2 85
3-4 £3
5-6 £2
7-8 Three books
9 Pipe band stereo LP
10-11 £1
12 “D-Day” print
13-14 SOLDIER free for a year
15 SOLDIER free for six months
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4 Securicor have just the job
for you in Givvy Street

Securicor is Britain’s largest and fastest growing security
organisation with more than 220 branches all over the
country.

This means that when you leave the Service, there’s a
good chance that Securicor can offer you a job that’s right
up your street. A well-paid job with plenty of activity, variety, security, promotlon
opportunities, free uniform, sick pay and pension schemes.

Start securing your future now. Read Services Re-Settlement Bulletin No. 2/7| and
have a chat with your Re-Settlement Officer about the excellent career
opportunities with Securicor. Then drop a line, giving your age, service career
details and where you plan to live.

To: The Employment Officer, Securicor Ltd., 40, Wilton Road, London, S.W.I.
Phone: 01-834 541 |.

SECURICOR CARES for customers

co-workers and the common good

BADGES, PLAQUES, TIES & SCARVES BRITISH INTERNATIONAL COIN, STAMP, ARMS & MILITARIA FAIR
J s M v : _ OLYMPIA, LONDON AUGUST 4th & 5th 1973

We make only the best BLAZER BADGES in fine wires and silks. Also attractive WALL HE 2

PLAQUES and CAR BADGES from £2-75p each. Fine quality Saxony Wraps in regimental _Dver 400 dealers fro_m Britain, Europe, America and Canada are expected to be
colours (University style 60" x 10”) for £2.20p each; Regimental TIES £1-21p terylene, in attendance at this important new International event for collectors which
£1-87p silk reppe ; striped designs. All prices include VAT, features separate Coins, Stamp, Arms and Militaria sections plus a mixed area.
gtime il Ry S RIS Trade bookings invited at £10 per table  ADMISSION BY CATALOGUE 30p
D. l. PARKINSON H.M. Services Hand Embroiderers organised by NORTHERN NUMISMATIC NEWS (accompanied children 15p)
(Dept. S.) 124, VALLEY DRIVE, BRIGHTON BNI 5FF, SUSSEX 350 HAINTON AVENUE, GRIMSBY, LINCS, ENGLAND Tel: 59476.

(Callers:- 15, ALBERT ROAD . BRIGHTON |)

/" YOU'VE JOINED “THE PROFESSIONALS” - )

SO BUY FROM ""THE PROFESSIONALS"

HUNTERS, AVENGERS, SCEPTRES, RAPIERS a Chrysler car. Name the model, 1
L : name the place and Winkworth's
Compare our Challenging Prices Barnanias will have it waiting for you'at
age 1 1 d
Avenger U.K. P.T. Military Save il TOCKS; VIXGH, MU,
eady to drive away. Your
De Luxe £792 £166 £718 £240 Avenger, Rapier, Hunter, Imp,
De Luxe 1500 £828 £174 £751 £252 Humber, Simca, or the 180" or
' Super 1250 £821 £172 £744 £269 ;’;a;g\;g' Lo g’ﬁﬂg}-‘gu‘ggglbe
Super 1500 £857 £180 £777 £261 benefits plus Winkwaorth's personal
Grand Luxe £992 £193 £812 £303 service. Just fill in and post this
GLS ' £1033 £216 £935 £314 ;ggﬁgnBtr? dm';';;‘;ogggg o 80
Sunbeam Rapier® £1267 £265 £1114 £418 and we will send you our
Humber Sceptre £1238 £259 £1026 £471 latest information pack
immediately.
Fantastic savings on tax free and tax paid cars up to 174% off ¥ L J
Selective large comprehensive stocks available vv Specialist i
H.P. terms—4 vyears to pay 7r All paper work—documentations )

completed for you ¢ Freedeliveryin U.K. ¢ Special insurance ’ =¥ - ThE - - == -

terms and facilities ¢ Trade-in scheme against future purchase

J+ Stereo—car radio specialists/distributors ¢ Part exchange Winkworth & Co. Penel Orlieu, Bridgwater, Somerset
welcomed ¢ Fantastic spares, delivery, expert service 7t Please send me details of your export scheme.
Special delivery rates to Germany r We close only on Christmas Nith Bk
Day <t Car hire facilities +r Cadulac rust-proofing agents,
6-year guarantee ¢ We specialise, aim to please and back up. Address l
Winkworth & Co Main Chrysler Dealer I am interested in model I
Penel Orlieu, Bridgwater, Somerset. Telephone 3486/7/8/9 | for use in country
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Letters

They also serve

Has the Army ever considered the
apparent advantages of having profes-
sional mess staff instead of the present
ad hoc set-up ?

At the moment there must be hundreds
of soldiers collecting pay as riflemen,
gunners, tank drivers, signallers or
whatever when in fact they are busy
polishing the mess silver or serving at
table. This is not to say that many
do not find this type of work to be their
true niche, but how much better if
the Army recognised it as a proper trade,
as does the Royal Air Force.

The Army Catering Corps is the
natural corps to take on this extra trade.
With its present professionalism in the
cooking and presentation of food it
seems natural that it should also embrace
the whole spectrum of mess management.
Under one cap badge the mess could be
run as efficiently as any civil hotel
with members of the staff working
their way through a proper trade
structure, Trade qualifications could
include recognised civilian certificates
in hotel management, thus enabling
the staff to continue “in the trade”
in civil life.

Regiments would not have to find
mess staff from ‘“‘front line” soldiers.
The Army could hope to retain the
services of many trained soldiers
who might otherwise feel themselves
failures and depart to similar jobs, with
qualifications, in civvy street, The
taxpayer would payv for riflemen who
actually fire rifles, signalmen who signal,
gunners who fire missiles—and waiters
who serve those who also serve.

I think it’s such a good idea it has not
a chance in hell of being considered.
Tradition will out.—Sgt W J R Bigg
RMP, HQ 4 Div, BFPO 15.

% On the contrary, sergeant. Something
ts being done. A spokesman for the Army
Catering Corps informs us that the
Director ACC has recently written a
paper for the Quartermaster-General
on this wvery subject and a committee
will very soon be considering its feasibility
and implications.

The spokesman pointed out, however,
that at this early stage it does not necessari-
Iy mean that the Army Catering Corps
would be the responsible corps.

Crimean medals

Some while ago you were good enough
to publish a letter of mine and I am now
asking once more for your help.

For many years 1 have been interested
in the 11th Hussars and the 17th Lan-
cers and the part they played in the
Charge of the Light Brigade. I am
making a page-per-man service record
of all who served in these regiments and
were awarded a clasp or clasps for the
Crimean campaign. At the moment I
am working on the 17th Lancers and I

)

Parker the macaw

1 was most interested in the back cover
of the April SOLDIER showing Parker,
the macaw mascot of British Forces,
British Honduras,

While serving with the Coldstream
Guards I had the good fortune to be
sent on a six-month tour of that
beautiful country. and on one of our
excursions my ~ platoon commander,
Lieutenant Charles Crawley, acquired
a macaw, identical to the one illustrated,
somewhere inland of Punta A Gorda.
The beautiful bird was billeted with us
at Punta Gorda police station, and
travelled back to Airport Camp with us.
When we left British Honduras the
bird was, I believe, left in the gare
of the sergeants mess. This was some
time.in 1964 or 1965. I would be most
interested to know if Parker is the same
bird and how it was he came by the
name.

We also had several grey parrots, two
of which were billeted in my room
under the loving care of Guardsmen
Dawson, Chidlow, Hopkinson and
myself. They woke us every morning
punctually at reveille with raucous cries
of “Good morning, feet on the deck”
etc and consumed huge quantities of
peanuts and red-and-green peppers as
well as sunflower seeds.

Any information on any of these birds
would be greatly appreciated. Thanks
and congratulations on an excellent pub-
lication.—Paul Grant, 45 Jellalabad
MSQ, Tidworth, Hants.

* SOLDIER writer Mike Starke, who
was in British Honduras when Parker
was photographed, thinks it almost certain
that Parker is the macaw that reader
Grant’s platoon commander “‘recruited”
near Punta Gorda.

Says Starke: As we were told, Parker
was rescued suffering from gunshot
wounds in the wing some seven or eight
years ago during a tour by a Guards
battalion in British Honduras. Since
then, successive garrison sergeant-majors
have looked after Parker who is now
very much part of the garrison.

Although he bears no signs of injury,
Parker has never been able to fly properly
since “‘joiming up” but nmevertheless
spends every day high in a tree mear
the garrison sergeant-major’s home—a
climb he makes with the help of his

powerful beak and claws. In late afternoon
he is called down to a smaller tree to feed
and roost, and it was from this smaller
tree that Parker began an adventure
not so long ago which caused concern
throughout Airport Camp. The up-
draught of air created by a helicopter
taking off gave him the urge to fly and he
disappeared into the Caribbean blue.
The whole garrison was put on unofficial
alert; Parker, so the story goes, turned
up on the fence of the commander's
quarters. Apart from this brief lapse,
Parker remains a credit 1o his brightly
coloured “uniform.” y 2

Why he was called Parker remains a
nystery. ”

The grey parrots were not much in
evidence but there were a couple offerky
little green parakeets. One brazen hussy,
who attached herself to the officers mess,
reminded all and sundry of her name
at crack of dawn each day with a piercing
shriek of “Juanceeeta !

Force 131

Does any reader remember a small but
efficient band of men known originally
as Force 1317

Drawn from the Royal Navy, Army
and Royal Air Force—and later two
United States construction battalions
under Commanders Currier and Hoeh-
nen—we sailed from the United
Kingdom in September 1943 in
convoy to Angra do Herisimo, Teceira,
Azores, Our task was to build an air-
strip from which to fly sorties against
enemy submarines which were sinking

SOLDII

allied ships in the Atlantic. It was duly
constructed at Lagens some seven
miles from the port of Angra and
proved highly successful.
Sir Winston Churchill thoughr it
important enough to mention in his
“Second World War,” Volume Three,
ages 123/5 and 388/9, and Volume
our, pages 108, 705, 716 and 886,
Brigadier Peter Young summed up the
success of the project in his “World
War 1939-45," page 308,
The Royal Navy operated ASDIC
and a ferry service between Fayal
(the cable and WT station) and Angra.
The RAF sank U-boats and carried
home our mail and pineapples. The
Americans forced up local prices,
helped us with their PX and gave
excellent support with transport and
aircraft—all lease-lend.
Since leaving the Army I have seen
only two members of Force 131—Air
Vice-Marshal Sir Geoffrey Bromet,
who was the senior British officer, and
Lieutenant “Dickie’” Brett, RASC. I
would be more than pleased to hear
from anyone who served with Force
131 or any former ‘“Chave d'Or”
habitué!—Capt A Brookes (Retd),
RASC, 1 Hampton Road, Farnham,
Surrey, GU9 0DF.

Bombay bloomers

Mr Rimmer’s letter (May) regarding
overseas Army kit is the most apposite
on the subject I have seen. For long it
has always been an enigma to me why,
of the three services, the Army alone
had to be issued with and expected to
wear such ugly, badly tailored shorts.
During my own service days I discover-
ed to my chagrin that sailors in the
Royal Navy and “erks” in the Royal
Air Force had no stipulated ruling as
to the length of khaki drill. In the RAF
one noticed that extremc'hreviré in
cut was in fact taken for granted. Even
the Royal Marines ashore in such
Ylaces as the Middle East, Sicily and
taly were allowed to trim their shorts
to mid-thigh.

I had many friends in both the Royal
Navy and the RAF and always when
we were together in canteen or café
I asked why they had this privilege.
Their answers, conclusive by opti
evidence, were always the same. “We

FHown hy Gazelle

hope this should be complete, or as far
as anything of this nature can be con-
sidered complete, towards the end of
the year.

Recently there have been several in-
stances of medals coming on to the
market which have been falsified in
some way. I have no wish to know who
actually owns any of these medals but
in an attempt to compile some sort of
record I would ask readers who know of
any genuine, or thought to be genuine,
medals to let me have details of naming,
type, clasp etc. Apart from actual
owners, 1 am thinking here in particu-
lar of medals that have appeared in
auction catalogues over the years.

In return, a copy of any information
that I may have will be gladly forwarded
to all who have doubts about their
medals or prospective purchases.—E ]
Boys, 17 Chesham Court, Trinity
Road, London SW18.

Wallop to the Army airfield at
Netheravon, Wiltshire, and will
be hand-stamped “Netheravon”
on the reverse.

Variations of the covers will be
available as follows: Standard,
fully serviced, 25p; standard,
signed by the pilot, 50p; special,
signed by the Commander, Army
Air Corps, £1.

Cheques, money orders or postal
orders should be made payable to
Army Air Corps. Covers can be
ordered from Philatelic Officer,
ADOS (Air), HQ Army Air Corps
Centre, Middle Wallop, Hampshire;
it would be appreciated if a
stamped addressed envelope size
approximately 7 in by 5in or a
stamped addressed label could be
enclosed with orders.

The second world helicopter
championships take place at the
Army Air Corps Centre, Middle
Wallop, Hampshire, during the week
beginning 23 July 1973, ending with
Army Air Day on 28 July.
To mark the occasion a special
commemorative philatelic cover has
D Banp A been produced insthe R(I:ira(lHAir
MIDDLE WALLOP Force Museums Series istoric
< HOAMYARCORPS CENTRE Aircraft) depicting a Focke-

- Achgelis FW-61, the first com-
pletely successful helicopter in the
world, and the Gazelle AH MKI1,
the Army’s latest helicopter.

The cover will bear a special GPO
stamp commemorating the 50th
anniversary of the British Legion,
franked by a special hand stamp.
Covers will be flown in a Gazelle
on a round trip from Middle

WORLD HELICOPTER
CHAMPIONSHI
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THE ROYAL TOURNAMENT Tri-Service cover

This year’s Royal Tournament is
being commemorated by a philatelic
cover which will be sold, price 20p,
at the Royal Engineers (Postal &
Courier gorn.munia:ions) stand at
Earls Court. Showing a Union Jack
flanked by a White Ensign and the
flag of the Royal Air Force,
the cover will be cancelled with a
specially designed British Forces
Postal Service postmark over the
period 11-28 July. Fully serviced
covers will also be available at
25p each from:

Philatelic Officer

Home Postal & Courier

Communications Depot RE

Inglis Barracks

Mill Hill

London

NW7 1PX.

can cut and don our white (RN).and
blue (RAF) shorts to any degree of
brevity we individually wish.”

The Army could certainly have taken
a wonderful example from the Com-
monwealth troops whose overseas
kit was urique in fit, smartness and
natural freedom. For myself I soon
acquired the proper type, to wit South
African shorts immaculately. cut, and
my luck held the more as' a very
understanding CO of my regiment
decreed that out of all our ‘mob I
should be granted his permission to
keep on wearing them. Narturally,
ashore 1 had to run the gauntlet and
wrath of regimental and military police
but a chit of paper enabled me to
appear the smartest, I expect, soldier
in the British Army in places like
Algiers, Durban, Cape Town, Brindisi,
New York and Halifax, Nova Scotia.

In effect, although I earned many
satirical comments from my fellow
soldiers in barracks, on the square
and throughout the campaigns in the
Middle East:I also earned, perhaps

gratuitously, a sneaking admiration for
my moral courage in standing against
a ludicrous Army fetish, which was all
it amounted to—and still remains in
1973.

For, let it be said, the average mosquito
or sandfly did not of its own accord
distinguish between a Springbok in his
smart brief shorts and the British
Tommy in his hideous bloomers.
Reason did prevail however in the
desert campaign where our soldiers
were allowed to cut down the length
of these issued monstrosities, the
better to feel freer, fight in, get tanned
and enjoy living.—Bill Tawse, Flat 14,
Elm Park House, Fulham Road,
London SW10.

Command
performance

I have for some time been researching
the artistic career of the Italian tenor
Beniamino Gigli and am trying to
obtain information of his performances
at the San Carlo Opera House, Naples,
from June 1944 until 1947. The
administration of the San Carlo is
unable to help me as during that
period the opera house was under the
control of the Allied Military Govern-
ment—CMF 56th Area, which was
commanded by a Brigadiér B U §
Cripps MC, The Welch Regiment.

I would be most grateful for an
information on this matter.—Mar
Ricaldone, 14A Palmerston Cres-
cent, Palmers Green, London,
N13 4UA.

Jagdpanzer

Some of my German colleagues enjoy
reading your excellent magazine as
much as I do—and would be much too
polite to criticise one or two inaccuracies
in your article’about Sennelager (April).
However, for the record (and future
reference) a Jagdpanzer (tank hunter)
is not a tank itself but an armoured

self-propelled anti tank gun (Kanone)
or missile launcher (Rakete), Your
picture (page 25) showed the Jagd-
zer (Rakete) armed with the French
S11 anti- missile—as used by
our own ‘“helicopter strikers”.—Lieut-
Col R M Everard RTR, British
Liaison Officer, German Armour
School, Munsterlager, BFPO 37,

* Oops !
I S R T R T

Square-eyed

Cochlition 177 (February) hoist your
uzzle compiler with his own petard.
o save readers the chore of writi
out a long list of names he asked only
for the total number and the number
of aircraft names. There was a clear
all-correct winner and a close runner-
up who listed all the names but put
oné in the wrong section. Other com-
petitors near ¢ mark have been
invited to take part in an eliminator for

the remaining ten prizes.

There were 52 names in the square
including those (in bold print) of 15
aircraft,

Horizontally, from top to bottom:
Priest, (left to ri htii Mobat (right to
left); Sherman (L-R), Antar (R-L);
Wombat (L-R); Sultan (L-R), Mal-
kara (R-L); Auster (R-1); Marilda
(L-R); Comet (L-R, also a tank);
Puma (R-L); Gatling (L-R); Scimitar
(L-R), Dakota (R-L); Argosy (L-R),
Congueror (R-L); Maxim (R-L); Blow-
pipe (L-R), Beaver (R-L); Jeep (R-L);
Striker (L-R), Rapier (R-L); Ferret
(L-R), Fox (R-—Lg; Deacon (L-R),
Saladin (R-L); Hercules (R-L).
Vertically, from left to right: Centurion
(bottom to top); Sterling (B-T); Abbot
(B-T); Sioux (top to bottom); Ram
(T-B), Alouette (B-T); Wessex (T-
B); Champ (T-B), Bat (B-T); Scorpion
(B-T); ycamore (B-T); Saracen
(T-B); Bren (B-T); Lynx (B-T); Sten
(B-T); Grant (T-B), Lee (B-T);
Vigilant (B-T); Colt (B-T); Scout
(T-B); Pioneer (B-T).

Vacancies for Ex-servicemen

Airwork Services Limited offer em-
ployment to Ex-Service Aircraft and
Electronic Technicians who wish to
continue their trade after termination
of service.

Opportunities exist in many parts of
the UK and overseas offering accom-
panied and unaccompanied posts.

Enquiries should be addressed to
the Personnel Manager

'AIRWORK SERVICES LTD

Bournemouth (Hurn) Airport
Christchurch Hants BH23 6EB
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GOOD THINGS

BACK HOME.

WITH WIGFALLS
AT HOME.

Save £s into the bargain

And dress most excitingly. Wigfalls at Home
is full of brilliant ideas from the world's top
fashion houses. And lots of good things for your
home, your friends, your family. All at prices
you'd pay back home.
The cdtalogue alone costs us over £2

Wigfalls at Home has hundreds of colourful
pages; over 8,000 fabulous answers to your
shopping problems; a wealth of top quality items.
It costs a good £2 to produce. To you it's free!
And you get 18p in the £ commission

We give you 18p in the £ if you take your *
commission in goods and order a reasonable
amount. Or 10p in the £ cash if you prefer.
And 25 weeks to pay

Wigfalls at Home offers you a full 25 weeks’
credit, absolutely interest free of course. 50
weeks on more expensive items. And we pay all
the postage too!

Friendly, Pomonal service ‘from home’
Our staff are really kind and helpful. You get

spot-on delivery — anything up to 22 Ibs is posted
to you straight away. And, if you like, you can
order just for yourself and family, provided you
send in sufficient orders. *
Free approval at your leisure

You can take your time and examine what-
ever you like from the catalogue at home. If you
aren't absolutely happy with it you can send it
back, free of charge.

A complete ‘no quibble’ guarantee on e\réry
single item in the book. So you just can't lose.

'YOU KNOW WHERE

YOU ARE WITH
WIGFALLS AT HOME

Wigfalls at Home, PO Box 99, Bolton BLI1 7JE, Lancs., England.
I N .

=
TS THE BEST DEAL IN THE BUSINESSj

Please send me a free full colour Wigfalls at Home catalogue

and tell me how 1 can become a Wigfalls agent. I am over 18.
Name ...

Rank and number ...........

: WIGFALLS
cAt Home

E432AH I

Address your envelope to: Wigfalls at Home,
P.O. Box 99, Bolton BL1 7JE, Lancs., England.




Diagonals: Thunderbird,
Swingfire, Whirlwind.

Prizewinners:

1 Lieut-Col P W Lonnon, Ponde-
rosa, Park Road, Ashtead, Surrey.
2 §/Sgt H E Chamberlain, School
of Military Engineering, Linton
Camp, New Zealand.

The remaining ten winners will be
listed in the August SOLDIER.

HOVY OBSERVANT ARE YOU?

(see page 35)

The two pictures differ in the following
respects: 1 TV aerial on house. 2 Angle
of short branch on right of tree. 3 Partern
on flask. 4 Soldier’s left elbow patch.
5 Smoke from pipe. 6 Leaf of flower on
right.
left branch of tree. 9 Angle of fishing
line of man in boat. 10 Shape of soldier’s
right shoe at ankle.

REUNIONS

7th Bn (Light Infantry), The Para-
chute Regiment. Reunion, Aldershor,
weekend 29/30 September. For details
apply Ted Lough, Pegasus, Browning
Barracks, Aldershot, Hants, GUI | 2BS.
14/28 Field Regt RA (I, 3, 5 and 57
field batteries). Annual reunion dinner
Saturday 13 October, Headquarters
Royal Artillery Sergeants Mess, Wool-
wich, London SEI8. Overnight accom-
modation can be arranged, Details from
Mr A E Dufall, 51 Church Walk, Devizes,
Wilts.

West Yorkshire and PWO Regi-
mental Association. Annual reunion
and White Horse Ball, Queen Elizabeth
Barracks, Strensall, 8 September. An-
nual memorial service, York Minster,
9 September. Details from Secretary,
RHQ PWO, Imphal Barracks, York.
The Dorset Regiment Association.
Annual reunion and dinner, TAVR
Centre, Poundbury Road, Dorchester,
B September. Details from Secretary,
The Keep, Dorchester, Dorset.

Army Apprentices College Chep-
stow. 50th anniversary and Beachley

DUKW;

7 Handle of reel. 8 Thickness of

QCld Boys Association reunion. Thurs-
day 26 July, visit of Princess Anne;
Friday 27 July, BOBA AGM and dinner;
Saturday 28 July, drumhead service.
For further information apply Hon Sec
BOBA, Army Apprentices College,
Chepstow,

COLLECTORS’ CORNER

P G Smith, 4 Hillside Close, Brereton,
Rugeley, Staffs, WSI15 |JF.—Has military
badges for sale or exchange. Please send
SAE for list.

Capt D C Saunders ACC,
Close, Ash Vale, Aldershot, Hants.—
Requires brass, gilt, silver British Army
buttons for private collection. Please include
maker's name with details, All letters will
be answered.

B L Locksmith, 151 Henniker Road,
Ipswich, Suffolk, IPI 5HG—Wishes
purchasé cap badges (King's crown), also
miniature campaign medals. All letters will
be answered.

P Keen, 88 Janet Street, Byker, New-
castle-on-Tyne 6.—Requires late issue
No 5 bayonet for Sterling SMG wood grips,
blackened blade. As near unused con-
dition as possible. Good price given.

A Hunt, 3 Hurcombe Street, West
Beach, South Australia, 5024.—Wishes
purchase secabbard for British bayonet
No 5 for jungle carbine. As scabbards for
British bayonets nos 7 and 9 and current
issue LIA3 are identical, any of these will
serve purpose.

§/Sgt D Edwards, 8 Fforddisa, Prestatyn,
Flintshire, LLI9 BSP.—Requires artillery
badges, worldwide; alsa British 'Army
trade badges (brass and embroidered),
cavalry NCO's arm badges, OTC badges
and any relevant information, books etc.
‘Col Natale Dodoli, Comando Frase,
Verona 37100, lcaly.—Wishes purchase
World War Two yeomanry ond cavalry
cap badges, No fakes or re-strikes accept-
ed. High prices paid.

PC D F Harris, Metropolitan Police,
Traffic Division, Station Road, Hampton,
Middlesex.—Requires Army workshop
and driver's manuals for World War Two
Daimler Scout car Dingo; also any items
connected with Guards Armoured Division,

17 Keogh

DIE-CAS

MINIATURE
GUNS

MADE IN ITALY

P & P. U.K.22p (including V.A.T.)
up to £6, over £6 post free

time
6 ST. GEORGES WALK

CROYDON, SURREY CRO1YG
Tel. 01-688 6253

Die-Cast Scale Models and Miniatures

£3.99
. incl. VAT

Scale Models & Miniatures
Model kits

Die-cast Scale Models

A-14 113"
STEN GUN MKII

Scale 1:2.5

ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT

A Luger P.O8B 34" £1.21
A.2 S&W Chief Special 24" £1.21
A3 Remington Army 44 51 £1.21
A.4 Moschetto 91/38 14§” £4.16
A.5 Colt 45 Automatic M1911

34" £1.21
A6 Colt Frontier 4" £1.21
A.7 Winchester 94 154" £4.16
A8 Mauser 54" £1.21
A9 Berettacal. 9 24" £1.21
A.10 Franchi LF 57 10§” £4.16
A.11 Sig. P.210/5 4" £1.21
A.12 Walter P.38 31" £1.21 .1
A.13 Nambu 14 3§” £1.21
A.14 Sten Gun Mk. Il 1137 £3.99
Jet Caps—packet of 80 15p

Asettled home,
agood job,
Northumberiand
to enjoy themin..

Time for a change? Time for a secure, pension-
able job where the experience you've gained

is an asset and where you go back home from
work, every day ! Join Northumberland Police
Force. If you're' under 40, 5’ 8" tall or over,
here’s your chance for a permanent,satisfying
job in a County that's pleasant to live in, with
free housing or rént allowance, and a
worthwhile pension to look forward to.

ORTHWHBERLAND

Write for details to
Chief Constable,
Recruitment,

Police H.Q., Morpeth,
Northumberland. ‘,F‘

\
M

i
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equipment for UK_ c
adventure— YPI'IIS
_The famous‘Joe Brown shops

Cyprus- UK AFV Weapons

And adventure training
requirements are fully understood

by the ex S.A.S. manager of e either way there COUId be a SPECIAL

the Capel branch,

e ek e,y new car waiting for you

lllustrated catalogue availa e,

Wit for prices and rformaton -backed by the HENLY organisation|| No. 55

Capel Curig, Caerns. Wales. l"ustrated

Tel. Capel Curig 205. f
summary o

German Self-

Before departing for
a tour of duty in Cyprus,

trade-in your present car Prope"ed
at any branch of Henlys, Europe’s
largest British Leyland distributors, for Weapons 1 939"‘
a sensible part-exchange price. That way 1
you will have all the advantages of the INTER- 1945

CAR scheme, and the leading British Leyland
distributors in Cyprus will set the price you are
quoted against a new or used car bought from
one of their branches. Whether you choose a
new British Leyland model, or one of a wide
selection of guaranteed used cars, the car
you purchase through the INTER-
CAR scheme will be waiting for
you at the airport in Cyprus.
Even ifiyou have no car to trade-
in there are still advantages to
purchasing through INTER-
CAR. Ask for full details.

S, D0, 018 50, H NS

This profile is the first
fully comprehensive
work covering all the
known German

joe e HENLYS ind exparinia s

hrown e Ouprtuient propelled weapons
Contact Brian Inter-Car
MOUNTAINFERING AND HenlysLtd, CheltenhamRoad, BristolBS6 5RN.Tol:48051 [ Car mounted on wheeled,

B i S|| | li’ne i y trar{ked or semi-tracked

vehicles produced
during WWII

This Special contains 36 -
pages profusely

illustrated with many

rare photograph, six types

SELF DRIVE CARS

FORCES
CONCESSION
RATES

are illustrated in full-colour.

“ll Agents| ™

FORD
Escorts, Cortinas
REEEE 0 Months to Pay
i Ti (or cash if you prefer)
Minis, 1100s, 1300s, 1800s
FAMILY ALBUM is the PERSONAL catalogue
HILLMAN that puts pleasure back into shopping.
Avengers, Hunters Choose at home, in comfort, from our
VOLKSWAGEN wonderful range of quality goods. You'll

find fashions, furniture, kitchenware
. . everything, in FAMILY ALBUM,
all carrying our guarantee of quality.
And there are NO AGENTS! The only
caller is the postman, bringing your
purchases direct to your door.
Can’t afford it? You can when you
pay in easy stages, with almost 10 .
MONTHS FREE CREDIT | Yes, FAMILY
ALBUM means you can have what you want
AT ONCE, and pay the easy way.

Fill in the coupon NOW, for your Available from book
FREE full-colour FAMILY ALBUM-and shops, model shops, or *

start shopping the modern way. iriicase of difffculty

write to .

ESTATE CARS—Automatics
VANS—12 Seaters

NOW IN OPERATION AT
R.AF. BRIZE NORTON
Phone: Carterton 325

LOW RATES
NO MILEAGE CHARGE
SEND FOR

= T TSRS TRt
OUR LATEST BROCHURE Fease send me my FAMILY ALBUM catalogue
FREE and without obligation. (I am over 18).

Enwnnns o' EpsoM I If you are already a customer tick here [ ] I I' ﬂ“P lml"lﬂ! PRO Fl LE

QO47BH
NAME yustserd | FAMILY ALBUM blications Limited
28-38 UPPER HIGH STREET 1Ok Lat ascs) man T | FREEPOST .
ADDRESS ardinary BOLTON Coburg House, Sheet
EPSOM, SURREY | anvelone 10° | B117vU Street, Windsor, Berks
S— We pay the postage, SL41EB
Cables EDWARDSCAR I under the new GPO
Phone: 25611 EPSOM ERLNTY POSEEODs ‘. FREEPOST system.

Telex 929908 I FAMILY ALBUM, FREEPOST, BOLTON, BL1 7YU
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BOOKS

Supply from the air

“Blockade: Berlin and the Cold War”
(Eric Morris)

On 23 June 1948 the Russians
stopped rail traffic from the West
into Berlin and the following day
closed the autobahn. Thus began
a blockade which was to last 138
days and which was broken every
few minutes by aircraft. Allied
forces, reinforced by charter firms,
flew more than 200,000 sorties into
Berlin carrying more than a million
and a half tons of supplies and bring-
ing out the products of Berlin’s
light industry.

The Army’s part in this included
getting supplies to airfields where
they were despatched by special
Royal Army Service Corps units
to be received in Berlin by similar
units. Other soldiers . maintained
and improved airfields and, though
the author does not mention them,
soldiers of the Glider Pilot Regiment
took turns in flying Royal Air
Force Transports.

The story of the physical block-
ade, exciting though it is, forms
only about one-fifth of Mr Morris’s
book, He is more concerned with
. putting the incident into its political
setting and \perspective from 1945
to 1972, presenting it as a focal
point in the 'relations between the
Western Allies and the Soviet Union.
He links it with events as far apart
as the Korean War and the Cuban
missile crisis.

Though Berlin, he says, is the
most tangible evidence of the schism
between East and West, there are
grounds for hope in the skill and
resourcefulness both sides have
devoted to keeping it from flaring
into actual hostilities.

Hamish Hamilton, 90 Great Russell
Street, London WC1, £3.95 RLE

Need for
professionalism

“British Military Intelligence” (Jock
Haswell)

The British Army has entered its
major wars with no intelligence
organisation to speak of; it has then
built one from enthusiastic amateurs,
from the Regular Army as well as
civilian life.

In 1957 came recognition that
this would not do any longer. The
latest Intelligence Corps, born in
1940, was admitted as a permanent
part of the Regular Army. Profes-
sionalism had been achieved—or
had it?

Majer Haswell thinks not. One
trouble is that a man who becomes
expert in a subject by years of study
and experience is all too likely to be
removed from it in the interest
of his career. Thus one of the best
photographic interpreters was taken
away from his stereoscope to become
a quartermaster.

To avoid_ this kind of thing the
author proposes two kinds of
officer—the specialist who accepts
time promotion and a limited
promotion ceiling and the flier who
works in broader fields of intelligence
and also takes appointments outside
the corps. From the second kind of

officer would come the men to fill
senior intelligence appointments.
Not until these jobs are reserved for
professional intelligence officers,
says the author, can Service intel-
ligence lose its aura of amateurism.
Major Haswell’s reflections on the
growing pains of a young corps form
ohly a small part of his book. The
bulk of it is a very readable account
of the amateurs who in the past
served the Army so well and of the
professional soldier who shaped

their work.
Weidenfeld & Nicolson Lid, 5
Winsley Street, London W1, £4.85
RLE

FAMOUS REGIMENTS

Eilined o

Li-iererst Sir Brian Hovsocks

16th] sth
The Oueen's Royal Lancers

b

Cavalry spirit

“16th/5th The Queen's Royal Lan-
cers” (James Lunt) 3

The horse and tank share common
ground in displaying “the cavalry
spirit.”” The author of this latest
addition to the *“‘Famous Regi-
ments” series defines it as the
ability “to seize the fleeting oppor-
tunity which may never recur.”

The 5th Royal Irish Dragoons
were founded in 1689 and saw hard
fighting at the notorious Boyne.
With Marlborough they made their
name at Blenheim, Ramillies, Oud-
enarde and Malplaquet. After long
vears of garrison duty in Ireland the
regiment was disbanded in 1798.

The 16th Lancers were formed as
light cavalry in 1759. The Penin-
sular War brought them glory.
Re-equipped with lances, they went
to India and in the First Sikh War
won undying renown at Aliwal.
With the 5th, revived in 1858, they
fought at Elandslaagte and Paar-
deberg. In World War One the
16th and 5th fought as infantry at
Armentiéres.

In 1922 a. reluctant 16th was
forced to amalgamate with an un-
willing 5th. For a while it seemed
as if the partners would never be
compatible but approaching war
changed things. ith obsolescent
Valentines and Crusaders the 16th/
5th fought the matchless Tigers in
North Africa. Courage was never
lacking and when supplied with
Shermans they were unbeatable,

Since then the 16th/5th have been
issued with armoured cars and spend
most of their time operating as
separate squadrons in distant parts
of the world.

Leo Cooper Lid, 196 Shaftesbury
Avenue, London, WG2H 8FL, £2.50
AWH

Salamanca

“Wellington’s Masterpiece” (J P
Lawford and Peter Young)

Few writers have ever considered
Salamanca a great battle; it was not

included by Creasy in his “Fifteen
Decisive Barttles.” Perhaps it is
time therefore for a new look at the

action fought in Spain in July 1812.

Wellington’s push to the north
east through central Spain depen-
ded on the capture of two for-
midable fortresses, Ciudad Rodrigo
and Badajoz. Each was heavily forti-
fied and defended by good quality
French troops. It was only after
fantastic bravery and heavy losses
that both were taken by the bayonet.

Marmont, Wellington’s opposite
number, can_hardly be blamed for
thinking that the British were in no
position to fight well. He was con-
vinced that Wellington was “defen-
sive-minded” and that his own clear
superiority in artillery was more
than enough te guarantee victory.
Littde did he appreciate Welling-
ton’s, ability to plan meticulously
his every move. Never a military
gambler, Wellington coldly calcu-
lated his chances and when he
considered them in his favour he
acted without hesitation.

The authors have analysed the
various phases of the battle and have
cleverly linked them by including
a host of eve-witness accounts and
impressions. The result is a highly
readable, though costly, study fur-
nished with maps and illustrations.
George Allen & Unwin Ltd, 40 Mus-
eum Street, London W1, £5.25 AWH

First world war

“The Seven Yearss War” (Rupert
Furneaux) :
Between 1756 and 1763 Britain
fought the most important war in its
long history, the first real world war
in that it covered four continents
and three oceans. Like many wars
it had an obscure beginning. French
and British troops exchanged fire at
Great Meadows on the River Ohio
and before long fighting was general.
Everything seemed to go wrong—
Braddock was ambushed by Indians,
Calcutta was lost, Hanover surrende
ered as did 40,000 men under
Cumberland at Klosterzeven.
When things were at their dark-
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Head-dress Badges of the British Army

ARTHUR L. KIPLING, HUGH L. KING

cap to the field service cap. The text is complemented by 150 full-page plates
and some 50 illustrations covering 1900 different specimens.

I A superb volume which covers every known type of head-dress from the mitre
| 10" x 74" lllustrated, £13.50
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THE SEVEN YEARS WAR
RUPERT FURNEAUX

GENERAL EDITOR: LUDOVIC KENNEDY

est, William Pitt the Elder took
command. He appointed good lead-
ers in the field, built strong fleets,
subsidised allies in Europe, raided
French ports, called out the militia
and created an efficient spy system.

Clive scattered the' 100,000 army
of Suraj Dowlah at Plassey; this,
with Eyre Coote’s victory at Wandi-
wash, won India. Wolfe smashed
Montcalm at Quebec; this, with
Ambherst’s entry into Montreal, won
Canada. But the greatest feats were
achieved at sea by Anson, Rodney;
Hawkes: and Boscawen—French
West Africa, Guadeloupe, Martin-
ique, Havana, Manila and Buenos
Aires were taken and French fleets
routed at Lagos and Quiberon. Well
might men talk of a “Year of
Victories.” An empire had been
established.

This is an excellent volume written
with great clarity and presented with
balance. The contemporary illus-
trations scattered throughout the
text are most helpful and this new
‘series of “The British at War,”
edited by Ludovic Kennedy, prom-
ises to be highly successful.

Hart-Davis, McGibbon, 3 Upper
James Street, Golden Sguare, Lon-
don W1R 4BP, £2.65 AWH
“The Will to Live” (Sir ohn
Smyth VC)

This is the story of a woman’s
courage in the face of incredible

hardship and devastating setbacks
following the fall of Singapore in
1942. Dame Margot Turner, when
a young nursing sister, survived four
days on a raft on a sweltering Java
Sea with her comrades dying off
one by one. Then she was picked
up by an enemy destroyer and taken
to 3} years of privation and hard
labour as a Japanese prisoner-of-war.
First published in 1970 by Cas-
sells, ““The Will to Live” makes a
welcome reappearance as a paper-
back under the banner of the Order
of St John.
Stores Department, Order of St
John, Priory House, St Fohn’s Gate,
Clerkenwell, London, EC1M 4DA,
50p plus 5p packing and postage

“My Sapper Venture” (Lieutenant-
Colonel V F Eberle)

The author went to war in 1914
with the Royal Engineers of the
Territorial 48th (South Midland)
Division. He was not an engineer by
trade but the cadet unit at his
school, Clifton, had been associated
with the divisional engineers. The
Commander Royal Engineers and
the three company commanders, one
the author’s brother, were all
Cliftonians, and so were their
successors all through the war. Of
just over 3000 Cliftonians who
served in World War One, almost
one-fifth died.

After two vyears in France and
Flanders, the author spent the last
year of war in the mountains of
Northern Italy. He has a great deal
of interesting material, not least the
development of the Bangalore tor-
pedo (for blowing holes in barbed
wire obstructions) on which he sheds
some remarkable light,

Pitman Publishing, Pitman House,
Parker Street, Kingsway, London,
WC2B 5PB, £1.80

“Discovering Famous Battles: Marl-
borough’s Campaigns”® (I F W
Beckett)

“Discovering Famous Battles: The
Peninsular War” (R ¥ Wilkinson-
Latham)

Recreating famous battles of the past
has become an absorbing aspect of the
growing interest in military history

- both for students and wargamers.

A new series of “discovery” books,
each dealing with several battles
from a single war, caters for both
these groups.

The first two titles discover
Marlborough’s campaigns and the
Peninsular War. Each book, with
supporting maps and illustrations,
describes five battles with details
of the composition of the armies

involved, their uniforms and equip-
ment, their commanders and tactics.
With Marlborough we go into
battle at Schellenberg, Blenheim,
Ramillies, Oudenarde and Mal-
plaquet; on the Peninsula we follow
Wellington at Vimiera, Talavera,
Albuhera, Salamanca and Vittoria.
If these two concisely written
books are anything to go by this
promises to be a rewarding series
priced nicely within the reach of
most pockets.
Shire Publications Ltd, 12B Temple
Square, Aylesbury, Bucks, 30p each

“Sussex Sappers (A History of the
Sussex Volunteer and Territorial
Army Royal Engineer Units from
1890 ro 1967)” (Colonel L F Morling)
A happy mixture of anecdote and
historical fact must surely give this
book a special appeal to the men
who served in the various units
which formed the “family” of the
Sussex Royal Engineer Territorial
Army field and field park companies.
The story starts in Eastbourne in
1890 and continues through the
Boer War and two world wars to
“stand down”’ in 1968. Appropriately
there is a family tree immediately
inside the cover faced by a chart
listing the various World War
Two  theatres—France, Burma,
North Africa—in which the Sussex
sappers saw action.

The book is well illustrated with
photographs and racy sketches and
one of many appendices lists the
nominal roll of the first recruits to
join the 1st Sussex Volunteer Royal
Engineers.

208 Field Coy RE Committee and
C Hollington, 19 Bowood Auvenue,
Eastbourne, BN22 8SN, £4.95

“HMS Fearless 1970-1972"

Who’s driving ? one might ask (and
hope to be forgiven for asking!)
Fearless’s list of officers during the
three years of her life covered by
this splendid “unit scrapbook”
includes eight captains—a reflection
of the Services mixture of her ship’s
company. Two successive captains
of the ship, two Royal Marine
captains, two Royal Signals captains
and two Royal Corps of Transport
captains!

Hard-bound, gold-crested and
profusely illustrated with cartoons
and a work-and-play mixture of
black-and-white prints, this hand-
some book chronicles memories of
Fearless’s third commission and
will interest all others—sailors,
Marines and soldiers—who have
served in her.

For the record, Landing Ship

Dock HMS Fearless gave birth to
68 assault landings, accommodated
4246 day and 305 night i

by helicopter and sailed 66,230
miles, visiting Scotland, Denmark,

Germany, France, Gibraltar, Cyprus

Italy, Turkey, Malta, Sardinia,
Norway, Puerto Rico, Barbados,
Greece, Orkneys, Portugal, Northern
Ireland and Corsica—join the Army
and see the world indeed!
Commander’s Office, HMS Fearless,
clo FMO Devonport, Devon, T
(which is half actual cost, so don’t
stingy. Send at least enough extra
to cover postage!)

“Letters from the Fromt, 1914-18"
(edited by Fohn Laffin)

“Letters have the enormous value
of not having been written for
publication,” writes Major Laffin
in his introduction. True, but they
are written to be read by someone
and one is entitled to wonder
whether writing for a particular
readership is not going to colour the

eral audience. Thus, religious near-
ecstasy from a man who knows he
may be killed in the next few hours

could well be something cooked up

to console his mother. Trying to
read between the lines is one of the
interesting exercises offered by this
selection of letters from both sides
of the front.

F M Dent & Sons Lid, Aldine House,

10-13 Bedford Street, London WC2,

£1.95

Just Out!

ARTILLERY

JOHN BATCHELOR and IAN HOGG

A superbly illustrated account of the big
gun from the medieval cannon to the
present day recoiless weapons.

160 pages, 10" x 8", approx. 280 drawings.
56 pages in full colour £2.50

MACDONALD
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‘1 felt naked
withno money

behind me’

Most people feel vulnerable when they have
nothing to fall back on.

Buthow can you get some solid cash together
without making a heavy dentin your budget?

Save As You Earn and you won't notice the
damage.

Inreturn for painless regular investments, only
National Savings S.A.Y.E. offers you a guaranteed
40% profit.

£5 grows to £7

Allyoudois sign a contractto save a fixed sum,
from £1-£20 every month for 5 years.

This earns you 20%.

Leave your money alone for another 2 years
without further payment and we'll make it 40%.
Tax-free.

So every £5 you save grows to £7. Even if you
only save a little over £1 a week (£5 a month) your
total return is £420.

Butyou can save more, or less, as you wish.

How do | join?

There are several ways to make your S.A.Y .E.
payments. But use one that is automatic, like
regular deductions from your pay.That way you can
forget all about it and you won’t miss your
investment at all.

Getthe details from your Umt Savings Officer/
Pay Office. Or write to: The Secretary, H.M. Forces
Savings Committee, Block B, Government
Buildings, London Road, Stanmore, Middlesex,
HA7 4PX.

Do something about S.A.Y E. right now. And get
some clothes on.

S.AYE.

SAVE AS YOU EARN

SBN 11 720719 5

P4 FAMOUS REGIMENTS

[[] THE DORSET REGIMENT £2.10
[] THE DUKE OF WELLINGTON’S REGIMENT £2.10
[] THE EAST YORKSHIRE REGIMENT £2.10
[] THE NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE REGIMENT £2.10
[ THE OXFORDSHIRE & BUCKINGHAMSHIRE L INF £2.10
[] THE LANCASHIRE FUSILIERS £2.10 -
[J THE ROYAL TANK REGIMENT (Special) £2.10
[[] THE LIFE GUARDS £2.10
[0 THE ROYAL SCOTS GREYS £2.10
[J THE 11TH HUSSARS (Special) £2.50
[J THE ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS £2.10
[] THE KING'S OWN ROYAL REGIMENT £2.10
[] THE ROYAL MARINES £2.10
(] THE BUFFS £2.10
(] THE EAST SURREY REGIMENT £2:10
[J PRINCESS PATRICIA'S CANADIAN LIGHT INF £2.10
[J THE KING’S SHROPSHIRE LIGHT INFANTRY £2.10
[] THE ROYAL DRAGOONS £2.10
[0 THE ROYAL ARMY SERVICE CORPS (Special) - £2.50
[] THE RED DEVILS (Special) ERTS
(] THE ROYAL IRISH FUSILIERS £33
(] THE BLUE BERETS (UN Peacekeeping Forces) £2.50
[] FOUR FIVE (45 Commando RM) £4.20
Send to

A series edited by Lieut-Gen Sir Brian Horrocks

[] THE QUEEN'S ROYAL REGIMENT (WEST SURREY) £1.50

[0 THE ROYAL FUSILIERS £1.50
[] THE ROYAL NORFOLK REGIMENT £1.50
[] THE SOMERSET LIGHT INFANTRY £1.50
(] THE GREEN HOWARDS £1.50
[] THE ROYAL HAMPSHIRE REGIMENT £1.50
[] THE ROYAL BERKSHIRE REGIMENT £1.50
[] THE KING’S ROYAL RIFLE CORPS £1.50
[] THE YORK AND LANCASTER REGIMENT £1.50
[] THE HIGHLAND LIGHT INFANTRY £1.50
[] THE ROYAL FLYING CORPS £1.50
[J THE 10TH ROYAL HUSSARS : £1.75
[0 THE 17TH/21ST LANCERS £1.75
[J THE SCOTS GUARDS £1.75
[] THE SUFFOLK REGIMENT £1.75
[] THE SOUTH WALES BORDERERS £1.75
[0 THE BLACK WATCH £1.75
] THE GORDON HIGHLANDERS £1.75
[] THE ARGYLL AND SUTHERLAND HIGHLANDERS £1.75
] THE WILTSHIRE REGIMENT £1.75
] THE RHODESIAN AFRICAN RIFLES £1.75
[] THE WORCESTERSHIRE REGIMENT £2.10
(] THE KING’S OWN YORKSHIRE LIGHT INFANTRY £2.70
] THE ROYAL HORSE GUARDS (THE BLUES) £2.10
[] THE ROYAL NORTHUMBERLAND FUSILIERS £2.10

[] THE BEDFORDSHIRE AND HERTFORDSHIRE REGT £2.10
[J] THE DUKE OF CORNWALL’S LIGHT INFANTRY £2.10

SOLDIER (BK 41), CLAYTON BKS, ALDERSHOT, HANTS.
Enclosed cheque/PO for £ payable to SOLDIER
Please mail titles as marked above to:

............................................................
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How it feels to take one round abend.

A remarkable thing happens when
you takeacornerinaMercedes-Benz.

For once youaren’t thrown oneway
and the car the other.

Centrifugal forces seem totally defied.

Any roughness in the road surface
might just as well not be there. (The
mainspringing takes care of it.)

You don’t feel as though you're
wallowing in an armchair either.

Or as if you're sitting in a bone-

Rl ol e e L e e N T R AM™ Caidi N

shaking go-kart. (A sensation a lot of fast
cars find hard to overcome.)

All this, of course, takes a great deal
of the strain-but not the fun-out of
driving. And makes the world of differ-
ence to a long journey.

Which leads us to suggest you take a
short one to our showroom.

For, though we might talk about the
front and rear anti-roll bars—

Though we can goonat length about

L 4

the firm, matched suspension system-

Or even the double action hydraulic
telescopic shock absorbers—

Really the only way to discover how
it feels to take a Mercedes round a bend®
istotakea Mercedes roundabend. ;

For full details of NATO discount
prices and to arrange a test '
drive telephone 01-629 5578
and ask for Armed Forces
Sales Department.

Marcedes Benz
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