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The Girls Go Green - and Grey 
0 a great cltcklag of press cameras the War of&x 
paraded the hag awrlted new W o r m s  for the Army'. T R q p l a r  women's corps: the Womeds Royal Anny Corps 

and Queen Alexandra's Royal Army Nursing Corps. 
The WRAC uniform breaks The designer'bf the new uni- 

with traditional colours: it is forms is Norman Hartnell, the 
bottlegreen (a different shade Queen's dress-meer. The jacket 
ba those favoured by has three Hussar-style cross-cut 
regiments and li&t Infantry). seams across the front (to flatter 

the larger figure, according tb 
The uniform reverts to one theory) and Is cut away on 
traditional colours: it is grey the front thme Of Scots 
With'scarkt shoulder pipings. regiments. The pockets are flap- 
Only the colour schemes less (one result, fewer buttom). 
differ; the designs are the The fonr-gored skirt ia a little 
same in both c o p .  In the  longer ,than at Present and hangs 
WRAC 15 inches f roh  the ground. It hau 
for all ranks, though officers ~ e ~ ~ ; ~ ~ $ ~  in 'Iont 

wear For ceremonial occarlons and 
serge. walking-out there is a distinctive 

The uniforms are the women's "three-decker" hat which fits 
services No. 1 Dress and will closely at the back, rises to a 
eventually - no date is given - half halo and descends to a 
replace the service dress for black-japanned peak (on which 
walking-out and ceremonial, just will be gold braid for nonior 
as the blue No. 1 Dress is re- commanders and above). The cap 
placing the men's service dress. is similar to that worn by hin- 

design is identical 
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* SOLDIER OLDIERSInpeacea 
chimneys in summer," 
accordlna to a n  old sav- 

ins. serve In no  usetul 0th; purpose. words, t h y  to Soldier It mav have  been true 

cess Ellzabeth on Horse Guards corps. black in the other. W C  
Parade and is the work of Aage chevrons are green on Browu. 
Thaarnp, who designs hals for There are new badges and but- 

tons. The new WRAC c a ~  badQe , the Queen. 
Another leeding designer, Cap- 

tain Edward Molyneux. produced 
a new beret which may also 
be worn vnth the No. 1 Dress. 

On ceremonial parades, the 
cloth belt on the d o r m  jacket 
will be replaced. in the WRAC, 
by a beech-brown saah for of- 
ficers asd warrant ofticem. clas8 
one, and a belt for others. The 
numes will wear a scarlet rayon 
sash. Officers XI both corps will 
have gold cord epaulettes. 
New accessories go with the 

unifonrm. includlng pale hchen- 
green shirts and bottlegreen ties 
for the WRAC. an& light grey 
ahirtm and grey ties for the 
nnrsed. For both corps there will 
be black leather shoes apd glov- 
ea (for WRAC below warrant 
officer, c k  one, gloves wilL bs 
bottlegreen and knitted]. Both 
services will wear stockings tn 
"nocturne," which can be mter- 

Satcheb are green in the one 
preted as trpp.puent, m*ty*rey. 

incorporates the laurel WrBBU 
and crown of the A m i l i q  
Territorial Service, with a haneos; 
The collar badge % a Uhion rww 
with the letters WRAC, and ffi 
buttons bear the monogrm 0 
the Prdncewr Royal, Conttosk. 
Commandant. 

The nurses' cap *bad@, 
is of the bame design 83 tl 
lar badge, has the Daniah -._ 
with the letter " A  in the cmtm 
and the bqttons bear Q- 
Alexandra's monogram. 

The buttons and badges &O& 
come into use fairly POOIL & 
will be worn on the prRsee 
service dress. The n u r m  wll 
keep their preseqt working USU 
form and battledress foi k& 
ing and active service. Tht 
WRAC will keep battledtess a 
a working d r w .  

Before the King gave& f k a  
approval to the unidoms, me1 
were seen by the Queen, Qnem 
Mery, the -Priaeess Royal. %m 
Princess Elizabeth. 

once, though SOLDIER 
doubts it. Sometimes now- 
ad,ays soldiers in remote and untroubled garrisons be- 
gin to feel a sense of futility (and in consequence start 
smoking like chimneys). The  troops shortly to leave 
Greece may have  wondered, "Why are we  here?" A 
man can convince himself that  he  is helping to shape 
history by doing something; hut it is harder to feel 
that h e  is sh&ping history by  merely being somewhere. 

A historian can  argue, perhaps, that the last stand Of 
such-and-such a battalion settled the fate.of a continent. 
I t  is not so easy t o  argue that the mere presence Of two 
ragged, but red-coated, companies in some far fever port  
dissuaded a tyrant from starting a seven years war. No- 
body can prove it; but he is a rash man who will say those 
soldiers were of n o  more use  than chimneys in summer. 

HE other day SOLDIER went to sleep In a troopshlp's berth T at midnight and woke five hours later to ftnd that the shtp 
was still in the same place. After a rushed breakfast, at ffve- 
thtrty a. m.. came a long and tedious wait, then a transfer to 
another shlp whlch finally did sail at midnight. 

Now the only man who enjoys a day like this is a prisoner 
on his way to detention. Ordinary mortals chafe. as SOLDIER 
chafed. They begin to say. "Oh. it's just the Army messing 
you about!'' I t  occurred to SOLLXER that a dozen words of 
explanation over the loud-hailer might have put everybody in 
a better humour. and made the whole operation seem a little 
less frustrating. Presumably there was a good reason why this 
ship did not sail and why other ships did. Presumably there 
was a good reason why everybody had to breakfast at five- 
thirty on a day spent in total idleness. The Movements Staff 
cannot be expected to explain everything that happens, bul 
in a case like this they might care to remember the words of 
Tacitus, who said: "11 is just as desirable for soldiers to know 
some things as not to know them." And SOLDIER has heard 
one or two humorists at the loud-hailer who could have made 
a very good job of the explanation. 

German magazlne called Ulenspiegel, published in Berlin, A recently helped Itself. without permission. to three coloured 
plctures from SOLDIER, which it reproduced on Its back page. 

These were the recent cover picture of a moustachioed Life 
Guardsman in plumed helmet and breastplate (May. 1949) and 
two rather forbidding-looking pictures of Field Marshals 
Wilson and Alanbrooke (July 1947). An accompanying caption 
explained that the portrait of the Life Guardsman in his 
panoply was not that of Kaiser Wilhelm, as its readers might 
suspect, nor were the two other gentlemen officers of an SS 
formation. The pictures were merely taken from SOLDIER, the 
British Army Magazine. 

Only one trifle was omitted. The pictures of the two Field- 
Marshals were, in fact, photographs of waxwork effigies of 
these gentlemen in Madame Tussaud's, as was clear in 
SOLDIERS captions. And they had come out looking more 
than a trifle sinister, thanks to the glint of the photographer's 
flash light on four glass eyes. Ulenspiegel must have had 
these pictures in its files for more than two years waiting for 
a chance to work off its little joke. 

* * *  

* * *  
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IELD-MARSHAL Lord Wavell is the latest to cry for a limit 
to be set on paper work tn the Army. 

A Field-Marshal can afford to be forthright on such matters. 
The classic protest against paper work was made by the Duke 
of Wellington during the Peninsular War. He wrote to Lord 
Bradford, My Lord. Secretary If I sttcmDt for to War: aaswer tho rn-8 of fotlle correspondence 

that mrroonds me, I should ha debarred from aU seriou burinw of camp 
slmning. I m u t  remind your Lordship, for the last tme, that 80 Long 88 
I reWn an independent Position I sbsil see that no olficor under my 
oommsnd shall be debarred by itt;ttandlns to the futile drivelllog of mere 
gulll-driving in war Lordship's affioe. from attending to the firet doty 
whioh le, sod always hss been, 80 to train the Privets men under IUS com- 
mand that they msy without qnestion beat any f o m  opposed to them 
In the field. 

I am. M y  Lord. Yonr obedient Servant, 
Copies of this letter were circulated by General Auchinleck 

to his Staff in North Africa in World War Two, as a deterrent 
against putting out too much paper. 

Recently a distinguished airman, Air Marshal Sir Thomas 
Elmhirst, told how in the six months between the Sal1 of 
Tobruk and its recapture. which included a long retreat, the 
Battle of El Alamein and the advance to Benghazi. he wrote 
only two administrative letters and supply plans, and six 
official letters. One of the plans was for the retreat and the 
other for the advance. 

F 

(slgned) Wellington. 
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never indrrded laen who were 
iound to lie pasOnen awl later 
r e t n r p D d ~ o r m c n n p o r t c d  

a d  soon  afterward^ b 

deserten, who do nQt come in 

Heading the lkt -P of e 32 c e a  
theropeofthe 

aill unclosed is that of Major 
Anthaay Conerell. Royal Rub 
lien, authm of 'What1 No 
Mo&g Tea?' and 'An Appk 
for the Serjeunt. and e *war 
leadet-page nttes on the Mly 
EXpreM, W b  l i d  at W h d  

Major Cotterell was 18 when 
In septemher, 1w he was dmp- 
ped at Amhen aa an offiiial War 
Mice ObRlVer. He waa one of 

1 a group of aptured officers shot 
by the SS following an attezmpted 
escape. Sevedy wounded, they 
w(uB tden to a c3ermanhsing 
station at ZntplMn (HoUaaa). His 
colkaguner ware later a d  to 
Germany but Cotterell remaind. 
The Germuu knew Ms identity 
awl it is heiieved gave hira 
'#pedal attcatlon: AAarruds, 
amrdina to a Douv EXD#M 

%%br h. m h w e d  h O w n  

M. of ColiereWs rite, 'At 
NumaImy. h. Huu prigluh.. 
uebtal of the Ouarn wirelen 
prep8ga&a, thon#t hi  recopni, 
edWtmll from piwfogrephssclt 
W r n u b l e t o d 1 r h c n h e h . d  
nedlhbLnlema.rdl.tfflgaa 
A.othar mya&W We ts that 

of stlppef w. of Dundes, 
pol9ad alulng in tw. Attsr tho 
WM It waa leamad he h d  bsea 
.oet to mu& U n, ptieone at a 
Ga(i.n tirrn and fkmr 
Dancig. W. employer w u  e Oar- 
rnan named =-d MIl€er or 
brhrIler who, according to a F-olidb 
fann worker, would draw N. WO 

Mm when the Seottlsh soldier 
spnke up for Britain. 

Miller was said to have threat- 
ened'- rith a gun on nccae.. 
folu Tower& the end of the war 
hwler md'Sapper N. vmlshed 
and released prtaonen' #atemant. 
net the War Office OIL the hunt. 
The Danish police reported 

they had interned a farmer nam- 
ed Wuard Muller and the B r i m  
intermgated him. The Muller 
they f w n d  waa an apparentIy 
ldndly old p.Il from LaimuaeU, 
K& Hsi l l9nb4 East M a ,  
who cWmd he hsd never hewn 
N. This Muller had a son and 
danghter while the Mills re 
norted hv the Pole wu said to 

M- 

political talk pnd then ill-treat 
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