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Punkt Czerpania where? LCpl Bertie Auld (CO’s driver, 1 RHF) and adjutant Capt Nick Borton swear they
know exactly where they are while checking their bearings in a Polish nature park

Poland casts a
spell on the
Desert Rats

7TH ARMOUR NN IR ADF

EXCITING new horizons opened up for British soldiers as they took
their Challenger tanks and Warrior armoured vehicles into Poland for
the Army’s first brigade-level field training since the Gulf War.

The Desert Rats of the 7th
Armoured Brigade moved by
rail and road to the Drawsko-
Pomorski training area 80
miles east of Szczecin (Stettin)
for two weeks of intensive
training on unrivalled facilities,
writes Gordon Skilling.

Unpronounceable  names
with unfamiliar combinations
of letters such as “szczwy” are
set to become stock-in-trade
for military commanders navi-
gating over very different
countryside.

Larger than Salisbury Plain
and almost double the size of
Soltau, the area offers difficult
wooded terrain with myriad
water obstacles unlike anything
available in Canada, Britain or
Germany.

Exercise Ulan Eagle
revolved around the battle
groups of the 2nd Royal Tank
Regiment and 1st Battalion,
The Royal Highland Fusiliers,
with an enemy and administra-
tive support provided largely
by the 2nd Battalion, The
Royal Regiment of Fusiliers.

Also taking part were the
Light Dragoons and elements
of the Roval Scots Dragoon
Guards, with support from 35
Engineer Regiment and 2 Bat-
talion REME.

The sappers particularly
enjoyed the challenging ter-
rain, especially as an exercise
planned for the Czech Repub-
lic last year had to be cancelled
because of commitments in
Bosnia.

Poznan

In 1994, F Company, lst
Battalion, Scots Guards exer-
cised further south near
Poznan while elements of 5
Airborne Brigade trained with
the 6th Polish Air Assault
Brigade at Krakow.

An exercise in Poland for 22
Field Ambulance had to be
cancelled last year but 7 Com-
pany, 1st Battalion, Cold-
stream Guards exercised In
Hungary in 1995, as did ele-
ments of HQ 42 (North West)
Brigade.

Ulan Eagle was closely

watched by the Poles, who pro-
vided engineering and logistic
support and are keen to join
NATO. A Ukrainian delega-
tion led by their Defence Min-
ister proved knowledgeable on
British equipment.

While the Desert Rats exer-
cised in Poland, D Company,
1st Battalion, The Royal Welch
Fusiliers were in the Ukraine.
Most of their training involved
range work, but a short exer-
cise was planned with the
Ukrainians.

During Ulan Eagle, the
three countries announced a
tri-partite agreement provid-
ing for an exchange of training
facilities and expertise.

Only 3,500 of the 6,500
Germany-based Desert Rats
deployed to Poland for the
exercise, which was designed
as a trial. Next year, three
battle groups will exercise
there for periods of up to three
weeks, followed by most of 20
Armoured Brigade.

® Ulan Eagle has landed —
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YOUR CHANCE
TO USE THE
MOST POWERFUL
WEAPON
KNOWN TO MAN.

YOUR VOTE.

If you want to vote, your name must be on
the electoral register.

As a serving Regular member of HM Forces,
you only need to register once as a service
voter, and your vote is assured for the rest of
your service career, wherever you're posted.
~ Registration forms are available from the
admin office of your unit or ship.

Send the completed form to the appropriate

electoral registration officer (the form tells
you how). You will then be able to vote at all
Parliamentary, European Parliamentary and
local government elections.

Wives and husbands of Regular members
of HM Forces can also register as service voters
or, if they prefer, register each year as civilian
voters (so long as they are living in the UK).

Don’t Lose Your Right To Vote.
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SOLDIERS from Wales'’s only cavalry regiment
were honoured guests in a Bosnian town after
helping to rebuild its school.

Men from the 1st The Queen's Dragoon
Guards serving with the Peace Implementation
Force (IFOR) left their Challenger tanks behind
when they were invited to the re-opening of the
school in the Muslim town of Kljuc.

- Welsh Cavalry rides to rescue of wrecked school -

Maj Patrick Andrews, 2iC QDG and project
manager, said that during the four-year civil
war the school had been used by the Serbian
army as a barracks.

It was reoccupied by Bosnian Muslims after
a series ofl counter-attacks, by which time the
structure had been badly damaged and every
bit of equipment and furniture destroyed or

stolen. The British Overseas Development
Administration (ODA) offered a grant of
£16,000, provided the Queen's Dragoon
Guards oversaw the project.

Work was carried out by local craftsman
under the supervision of Maj Andrews’s team.
The soldiers also brought in desks and books,
teaching aids and writing materials.

RMP
opens
fire as
mob
closes

MILITARY police fired a shot
to control angry crowds at
Banja Luka in Bosnia.
The incident occurred when
a patrol of ten RMPs from
Herford-based 3 Regiment
RMP was threatened by a hos-
tile mob while trying to confis-
cate illegal armoured vehicles.
They found four heavily-
weaponed vehicles  while
checking a convoy of autho-
rised Bosnian Serb police vehi-
cles in Banja Luka in the
run-up to the elections, and
were quickly surrounded and
jostled by abourt 200 people.
When the crowd attempted
to overturn a Land Rover con-
taining an RMP and an inter-
preter, a warning shot was fired
in the air by Sgt Colin Hewitt.
The RMPs drove off with
the vehicles, but 15 minutes
later were boxed in by Bosnian
Serb police and a second mob.
A police chief arrived with
Lt Col Desmond Bergin, CO 3
Regt, and calmed the situation.
Lt Col Bergin praised his
men. “I am delighted with their
actions. They were cool, calm
and very professional,” he said.
The confiscated vehicles
were armed with an anti-air-
craft gun, a multi-barrelled
rocket launcher, and a
12.7mm machine-gun.
They were moved to a secure
compound in a Peace Imple-
mentation Force (IFOR) base.

llied Colonel-in-Chief vi

A sits 1 PWRR at Canterbury

Royal photocall: Queen Margrethe Il of Denmark
enjoys a relaxed moment before the formal photo-
graph taken of her with members of the Warrant
Officers’ and Sergeants’ Mess of the 1st Battalion,
The Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment during
her visit to Howe Barracks at Canterbury. The

Queen visited 1 PWRR in her role as Allied Colonel-
in-Chief of the regiment.

Seated with Queen Margrethe in the front row
(from left to right) are WO1 (RSM) Neil Hone; Lt Col
Mark Rayner, commanding officer of the 1st Bat-
talion; and WO2 (RQMS Tech) Jim Gregg.
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to your next quality used car, with these advantages:
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Territorial Army sapper Maj Bill Paynter with the Bailey bridge constructed from redundant stock found by

him. Sappers from 3 Armoured Engineer Squadron put up the bridge in time for the Bosnian elections

Sappers open
up bridge to
the ballot box

ROYAL Engineers knew the clock was against them
when a vital bridge in Bosnia was washed away by a
flash flood days before the start of the elections.

Lots more
laughter
on the way

YOUR colourful Soldier will
soon be even brighter, start-
ing with the October 28 issue.

First instalment of a 13-part
collectors’ series on the uni-
torms of the new regiments
and corps appears in that edi-
tion to mark a greater use of
full colour in the magazine.

The postcard series is an
absolute must for anyone
interested in the uniforms of
the British Army.

MORE CARTOONS

That’s not all. Two more tal-
ented cartoonists will be join-
ing regular contributor Dickie
Bird and Soldier’s own occa-
sional illustrator Les Gwyer.

Look out for a new cartoon
strip in the classified pages.
Pomp and Circumstance is
the work of Darren Dodd, a
Regular soldier serving with
the Royal Military Police in
Northern Ireland.

And former Royal Engineer
Chip Wood, whose Gulf War
sketches won a national
award for humour, will also
be adding to the magazine’s
chuckle quotient. An occa-
sional series in which he
takes an irreverent view of all
things military starts before
Christmas.

Dickie, Darren, Chip and
Les...you’ve got to laugh!

But with teamwork and hard
graft they rebuilt the entire
structure in just five days.

The first elections for nearly
a decade took place as British
soldiers deployed with the
NATO-led, 60,000-strong Peace
Implementation Force (IFOR)
guarded ballot boxes and
ensured local people could
vote without intimidation.

What made the feat by sap-
pers from 3 Armoured Engi-
neer Squadron, 22 Engineer
Regiment more impressive was
the fact that they buil the 70ft
bridge using spare equipment
left over from other projects.
They now have a bridge in
reserve for future emergencies.

Their involvement began
when a bridge leading to
Fajtoy, near Sanski Most, col-
lapsed. A temporary structure
was erected within hours, but it
was not strong enough to take
buses vital for getting voters to
the ballot boxes.

By the following week the
wreckage of the old bridge had
been cleared, the site prepared,
and 23 Royal Engineers had
completed the 35-ton Bailey
bridge.

Col Andrew Mantell, Com-
mander RE in the British-led
Multi-National Division South
West, said the guick work was
the result of tremendous team
effort.

“If anyone wants to know
why we train so hard, this
bridge is the answer. A critical
route was opened up for the
elections. It is a significant
contribution to the freedom of
movement for the people of
Bosnia and IFOR.”

More than 200 people were
involved in the project, includ-
ing Territorial Army officer
Maj Bill Paynter, a chartered
surveyor from Bedfordshire,
who tracked down all the
redundant sections needed for
the bridge.

Picture: Capt Kevin Harvey

What the papers have been saying

A consortium that includes the
Japanese bank Nomura Inter-
national has won the contest to
buy the MoD housing estate in a
privatisation deal worth £1.6 bil-
lion. — Daily Telegraph

4 Former National Service-
man David Burrell (59), of Alder-
shot, is attempting to recover up
to £80,000 he claims the Gov-
ernnment owes him for an injury
he suffered as a soldier 40 years
ago. — Aldershot Mail

1 Libya has given a 79-year-
old widow permission to visit her
husband’s grave in Tobruk. Daisy
Norris was granted a visa after
years of battling against warnings
from the Foreign Office and veter-
ans’ associations. — Times

1 Ex-soldier George Eustace,
73, of Helston, Cornwall, has just
got his Second World War
medals — after his original forms
were lost. — Daily Mirror

[ British troops are expected
to stay in Bosnia for at least two
more years under plans for a
restructured international peace
force to prevent the country slid-
ing back to war after its elec-
tions. — Daily Telegraph

4 An international peace-
keeping force should remain in
Bosnia until October next year,
the German defence minister
said as NATO refines its plans
for a body to succeed IFOR. —
Independent

3 Women members of the
SAS have been secretly hon-
oured for outstanding bravery in
undercover operations. The SAS
heroines — there were around
six of them — took part in intelli-
gence-gathering missions in
Bosnia, Northern Ireland, cen-
tral America and the Middle
East. All are NCOs based at
Hereford. — Daily Mail

1 Western leaders aim to incor-
porate Central and East Euro-
pean democracies into NATQO in
1999 and the European Union in
2000. Leading contenders are
considered to be the Czech
Republic, Hungary, Poland and
Slovenia. — Independent

1 Checks are to be carried out
at every major UK Service base
after a year-long study raised
concern at pollution from hydro-
carbons, asbestos and low-level
radiation. — Sunday Telegraph
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ALMOST 117 years after their
forebears fought a battle syn-
onymous with Victorian hero-
ism, uniformed British soldiers
and Zulu tribesman have
together built a community hall
for the people of Rorke’s Drift.

Thirty-five undergraduates
from Southampton University
Officers Training Corps and a
detachment of Royal Engineers
and The Royal Regiment of
Wales constructed the steel-
framed, brick building during a
four-week project supported by
the Prince of Wales, President
Mandela and the King of the
Zulus.

The hall is 200 yards from
the site of the Swedish Luther-
an mission station where, on
January 22, 1879, 153 men of
B Company, 24th Regiment,
South Wales Borderers,
repulsed a 4,000-strong Zulu
force intent on invading Natal.

VICTORIA CROSSES

Eleven Victoria Crosses — the
most won in a single action —
were awarded.

A patron of Exercise
Scholastic Acorn was Brig
David Bromhead, whose
ancestor, Lt Gonville Brom-
head, led the South Wales Bor-
derers at Rorke’s Drift.

In the spirit of reconciliation
which enveloped the building
project, Zulus worked shoulder
to shoulder with British sol-
diers.

Each of the officer cadets
had made a personal contribu-
tion of £1,500 towards the pro-
ject and were rewarded with
overwhelming gratitude and
hospitality in the Kwa Zulu
Natal community.

The hall was designed by site

Return to Rork

Sgt Terry Lee RE and Them-
binkosi Zulu worked together
on a new community hall close
to the Rorke’s Drift battlefield in
Kwa Zulu Natal

foreman SSgt Chris Jackson
RE, who also laid the founda-
tions. Lt Col Andy Harris RE,
commanding officer of the
Southampton UOTC, handed
over the keys at a joyful 5'/2-
hour dedication service.

A small British graveyard
close to the battle site is careful-
ly tended by the South African
War Graves Commission.

CSgt Mike Norris of the 1st
Battalion, The Royal Regiment
of Wales, said after visiting it:
“Being a Welshman myself and
having been brought up in the
traditions of the regiment, I
found it humbling to stand
before these men. I had a lump

4t

in my throat and tears in my
eyes when I touched the monu-
ment.

“Itis a real privilege for me to
be here and to feel the pride

Lt Col Andy Harris RE, commanding officer of the Southampton
University Officers Training Corps, lays African flowers at the
monument to the men who died at Rorke’s Drift in January 1879

Pictures: Kevin Capon

that these men gave to Wales.”

The project team was the
first uniformed detachment of
British soldiers to return to the
scene of the battle in 117 years.

Army chiefs pay
tribute to Wales

WALES’S long and glorious
contribution to the British
Army was celebrated at Cardiff
Castle when Gen Sir Charles
Guthrie, Chief of the General
Staff, and members of the
Army Board met to launch a
three-day recruiting display.
Coopers Field, to the rear of
the Castle, was the setting for a
display of stands, exhibitions

and demonstrations depicting
the role and capability of the
Army in Wales and career
opportunities available.

The event, heralded by a 25-
pounder gun salute, was open-
ed by Armed Forces Minister
Nicholas Soames. He unveiled
the Army’s first mobile recruit-
ing office before it began a tour
of the Principality.

Go surfing

on Internet
with Soldier

FOR readers, contributors
and advertisers connected to
the Internet it is now possible
to get in touch with Soldier
via the magazine’s E-mail
address.

Letters to the Editor or con-
tacts with the magazine’s var-
ious departments by this
method are welcomed.

Our E-mail address is:

solmag @mail.army.mod.uk

SEME Bordon to

be market tested

A RANGE of activities at the
Army’s School of Electrical
and Mechanical Engineering
(SEME), at Bordon in Hamp-
shire, are to be market tested.
Announcing the decision,
the Armed Forces Minister,
Nicholas Soames, said activi-
ties would be subjected to a
competitive market test with
the objective of awarding either
a Service level agreement to a
winning in-house bid, or a con-
tract to a winning private
sector bidder, in April 1998.

9



BN Rec-Hammond-ation!

}'\ An “outstanding achievement” by the Army Careers
o Office in Redruth, Cornwall, in boosting enlistments
ROYAL AIR FOR during a recruiting drive has been recognised.

Office manager WO2 Pete Hammond is pictured
receiving a certificate of commendation from Col
Simon Young of the Directorate of Army Recruiting.

Enlistments by Pete and fellow team members Sgt
“Willy” Williams LI (left) and Sgt Steve Agass RLC
(right) increased from 66 to 96 in 1995-96 — a 53 per
cent increase on the previous year.

These members of the recruiting team from 34th
(Northern) Signal Regiment (V), Middlesbrough,
had their very own Hunter to seek out potential vol-
unteers for the regiment — in the form of one of the
regulars on TV’s Gladiators programme.

The Terriers (back row, Sig Mangam, SSgt Dur-
nall, Sig Thomson and Sig Turnbull, with Cpl
Bavin and Sig Yeoman in front) were among local
Territorial Army units helping out with a radio com-
petition on Teesside.

Part-time soldiers from the
north west of England display
the differences between their

Tinker,
ivilian and territorial ;
1o sweu s
compa ers who visit-
Terfier, ye s
sweep

Forces Day at Altcar Training
Camp near Formby.

As he completed a 30-

Green

mando dagger by Maj Alistair Sheppard, offi-
cer commanding 67 Gurkha Independent
Field Squadron, QGE), to mark his achieve-
ment. Capt Andy Clee (centre) also passed
the same course.

(Liverpool) Field Hospital
(V), an orthopaedic staff
nurse for the Royal Liver-
pool and Broadgreen Uni-
versity Teaching Hospital,
is pictured taking a peek at
R&B Review , the hospi-
tal's magazine, whose
renamed title earned Alis-
tair a competition award.

. : mile march across Dart- ;

moor at the end of a Th

1 successful All-Arms goes e name s
Commando Course, Spr

I Khadkabahadur tNE BOI’Id e

I Gurung became the

i first Queen's Gurkha G u rkha Although unit press officers usually

; Engineer - possibly . i ‘ § stay in the background, on this
even the first Gurkha — to be awarded the cov- -k occasion Soldier makes an

] eted green commando beret. : ( : \ shcention,

} Spr Khadka is being presented with a com- | ¢ . Capt Alistair Bond of 208

i

1
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Worthwhile
Investment!

The 1st Battalion, The Royal lrish Regiment has
a new set of Colours hanging in its officers’ mess
in Catterick — but with a difference.

Col Tom Howland of 1 R Irish’s affiliated reg-
iment, The Princess Louise Fusiliers in Halifax,

m-.‘-“

delighted with the Patrick Davidson-Houston (Com- D u rab I e

One thousand up, and going as strong as ever is the
proud boast of 24 (Irish) Battery, 14th Regiment,

Looking

10

Investors In People (lIP) award
which they received from the
Queen's former press secretary,
Michael Shea (centre), are the
members of the Army Presentation
Team.

The team (left to right, WO2 Glen
Carter, Maj Robert Bruce, Col

mander APT Designate), Col Rory
Clayton (Commander APT), Capt
Leisa Tucker and Cpl Chris Doel)
was described by Surrey Training
and Enterprise Council as a “shin-
ing example of British enterprise —
innovative, dynamic and constantly
striving for success”.

Nova Scotia, brought these miniature framed
Colours from Canada to present after the Duke
of York had presented new Colours to the battal-
jon at Alma Barracks. Links between the
Princess Louise Fusiliers and the Royal lrish
Regiment go back to 1932.

Royal Artillery, which, since moving to Larkhill in
1994, has seen more than 1,000 recruits successful- batte ry
ly trained in trades varying from basic driver signaller
to HVM operators.

The milestone was marked at Stirling Barracks when the 1,000th recruit, Gnr
Stephen Barnes, was presented with a 24 Battery tie and plaque by Lt Col David
Lewthwaite, CO 14 Regt. J

During a courtesy call on the Soldier offices in Aldershot
while on holiday in England, Josef Argaman, managing
editor of the Israeli Defense Forces' weekly magazine
Bamahane, delves into our computerised photo library,
watched by his wife, Natalia. Josef, who emigrated to
Israel from the Soviet Union as a child and served in the
élite Golani Brigade as a military correspondent, has
written several books about defence issues.

1
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NAAFI is reported to be consider-
ing proposals to work in partner-
ship with  private  sector
companies in order to return the
75-year-old institu-
tion to profitability.

Admirable though
this may be in today’s
world, dominated as
it is by the balance
sheet, | hope those in
charge don't lose sight
of the importance of
moral support.

| don't believe you
can put a price on
morale, nor that it can
be made to pay. Naafi
tea may have been
the butt of many jokes, but for sol-
diers returning from the battle-
fields of Europe during the first
half of this century it came to rep-
resent the comforts of home.

In the modern world of soldier-
ing, many people are involved in
the work of “keeping up morale”.
Take BFBS, for example. One of
my colleagues regularly broad-
casts to Bosnia, and the letters
she gets contain more than bare
requests for popular songs.

They are, by turn, touching and
sad, happy and heart-rending.
One soldier requests a particular
record because he wants to say
he’s sorry for a row he had before
he left. Another wants to congrat-
ulate his wife on the safe arrival of
the baby he has yet to see.

They write to Linda because
she’s a friend. She has a Service
background and they know she
knows what it's like. She has
come to represent all the friends
they've left at home.

While | was broadcasting live
the other day, a chap rang
through to the studio from over-
seas. He wanted me to track
down some information for his
wife. | had never met him, but he
had formed an image of me as a
friendly neighbour, someone who
wouldn’t mind helping out.

It’s at such moments that |
feel I’'m doing something
useful — that I'm contributing
to the work of morale support.
That may well sound preten-
tious or patronising, except
that | have experienced sup-
port work from the other side.

As an Army wife in Germany |
valued the contribution made by
people who worked for BFBS, the
Naafi, Service papers and maga-
zines, and the library. | frequently
had cause to thank any number of
padres and, in particular, the one
who carried my washing machine
down to the cellar when the
removal men left me to my own
devices. Morale is notoriously dif-

Friendly way
to lift morale

ficult to pin down, and asking
people to quantify it is an impossi-
ble task. How would you describe

morale in your unit? | suppose it
depends on who you
ask.

If members of a unit
are slouching about
with their chins on the
ground, it's a safe bet
that morale could be
said to be low.

But there are other,
more subtle, indica-
tions, such as break-
downs in efficiency,
work taking longer,
mistakes creeping in.

Potential problems
get overlooked and develop into
crises. Rumours proliferate. Fac-
tions develop and hold sotto voce
conversations in the corridors.

There is a feeling that no one in
authority understands, that there
is no one to turn to for support.

In the military world this is
where those in morale support
come into their own. Overseas,
they will be living and working
in the same environment, with
the same problems and the
same regulations.

This is, in my opinion, the key
to successful morale support,
Those working within its remit not
only must have “been there, done
that and got the T-shirt”: they
must also be supported.

In an outpost in Germany, we
had a Naafi shop. There was also
a row of shops at the bottom of
the street where food was cheap.
|, like many others, nipped into
the Naafi for teabags and pickles
and British sausages.

| can’t imagine we boosted the
profits to any great extent, but we
didn’t shop there for commercial
reasons. The products represent-
ed home — and the banter at the
till was enough to lift a flagging
spirit.

There were German radio sta-
tions playing British hit singles
with barely a word in between.
But they couldn't compete with
old friends on BFBS who regaled
us with tales of packing boxes and
the perils of marching in and out.

While | wish the Naafi well with
their exercise, | do hope they
remember that you can't put a
price on the value of an old friend.

No one would argue with their
aim to run shops which offer
“world class value for money” —
just so long as less tangible bene-
fits also figure in the calculations.

® Cari Roberts presents
Counterpoint on BFBS radio.
Write to her at BFBS, BFPO
786; c/o Soldier.
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Bedside
service

1 FORCES Focus, a radio pro-
gramme aimed at the Services
personnel in the tri-Service Royal
Hospital Haslar, is starting a
request spot for patients.
Messages, giving name and
ward number, should be
addressed to Jean Hague, Radio
Haslar, Radio House, 5, Admiral-
ty Road, Royal Hospital Haslar,
Gosport, Hants PO12 2AA.

Sounds German

3 A new multi-media course for
adult beginners learning German
has been published this month to
accompany a TV and radio
series.

Details on BBC Deutsch Plus ,
recorded on location in Germany,
from Tony Hammond, BBC
Worldwide Languages, Room
A2096, Woodlands, 80 Wood
Lane, London W12 OTT.

WO2 Kevin Hare-

sign, of the 1st
Battalion, Scots
Guards (MPH),
helps Rachel Rice
as she attempts a
command task.

Rachel was one
of 200 young
people between
eight and 18 who
had fun at the Bal-
lykinler-based
youth camps
organised under
the guidance of
the Northern Ire-
land Forces Youth
Service.

The summer
camps, which also
include canoeing,
body boarding,
swimming, rock climbing and
hill walking, started in the early
1980s, providing much appre-

On a pet
subject

A READER offers this advice to
anyone contemplating putting their
dog into quarantine when returning
to the United Kingdom.

“Where possible,” she states,
“get a good person in the UK who
understands dogs and cats to
check out personally several quar-
antine kennels for cleanliness,
warmth, weather-proof facilities
and standard of food.”

Chat to the staff and weigh the
place up, she adds, since it is you
who are paying high fees and
should expect decent standards.

“After a period, you can move
your pet under the MAFF regula-
tions if you are not happy or for
whatever reason. Six months is a
long time, and standards do vary.
Anyone not satisfied with a particu-
lar kennel should write to MAFF
HQ and their MP.”

ciated relief for the parents of
Service families based in
Northern Ireland.

Erskine’s quality service

STAFF at Erskine Hospital for dis-
abled ex-Servicemen and women
at Bishopton near Glasgow have
been praised in a report by an inde-
pendent review body.

“In every part of the service we
found staff dedicated to the people
they serve,” says the Scottish
Health Advisory Service (SHAS).

The Erskine, says the report,
has an “impressive” philosophy
that every ex-Serviceman and
woman in its care deserves the
quality of care, kindness and
understanding that are the direct

result of its best team endeavour.

In addition to quality nursing
care, the report goes on, Erskine
Hospital — opened in 1916 — offers
a wide range of medical, therapeu-
tic and recreational facilities.

The SHAS encouraged further
use of the respite care which Ersk-
ine is able to offer disabled people
living at home.

@ An independent charity, Ersk-
ine Hospital, with £8m annual run-
ning costs, relies heavily on the
public for its existence. Last year it
had an operating deficit of £2.4m.

Onward and upward? Single Soldiers’ Dependants Fund team members Pat Saunders, Maj (Retd) David Earle
and Pat Smith, with Maj Gen (Retd) Mike Swindells, pictured outside Empress State Building, Earls Court

Speedy-paying fund
helps at difficult times

IN FEBRUARY 1964, the Army
Kinema Corporation (AKC, now
SSVC), made a £15,000 donation
and created an organisation which,
like Topsy, has “growed and
growed” into the thriving Soldiers’
Widows and Widowers Fund
(SWF) of today.

Four years later, the AKC forked
out a further £10,000 and a sister
organisation, the Single Soldiers’
Dependants’ Fund (SSDF) burst
into what, in the 1990s, is still an
extremely active life.

Members subscribe £3 a year
and, in the event of their death,
their dependants receive an imme-
diate grant to alleviate financial
stress.

By the time of the SSDF'’s con-
ception, with grants of £350, the
SWF's grants had risen from £350
to £600. Rising every year since
1980, grants are now a maximum
of £4,250 for the former and
£6,500 for the latter,

Both funds have survived
events such as the Falklands and
Gulf Wars, IRA atrocities and the
conflict in Bosnia, as well as the
day-to-day casualties which sadly
are part and parcel of soldiering,
says secretary and treasurer Maj
(Retd) David Earle, a former
member of the Pay Corps who has
been in post for the past ten years.

Administration of the funds is
managed by only two other per-
sons, Pat Smith, a virtual fixture
since 1978, and relative newcomer
Pat Saunders, three years in post.

The financial operation is under
the direction of Maj Gen (Retd)

Mike Swindells, Controller of the
Army Benevolent Fund and head
of the Funds Executive Commit-
tee, which reports to the funds’
president, Gen Sir Michael Rose.

“If, sadly, someone dies, we
pride ourselves on the quick turn-
round of payment, to ease the situ-
ation,” Maj Gen Swindells said.

November will be a bitter-sweet
month, Maj Earle told Soldier.

The office (in Empress State
Building) is moving to Upavon and
he and his team will go their sepa-
rate ways.

But, he says, a bright light on the
horizon is the assurance by the
Charity Commissioner that there is
a good possibility of one Soldiers’
Dependants Fund being formed, to
start, it is hoped, in January.

REVISED measures on homeless-
ness scheduled to come into effect
early next year could cause addi-
tional problems for Army families
returning to civvy street.

Provisions on homelessness in
the 1996 Housing Act revise the
present duties which local housing
authorities owe to families who are
homeless or threatened with
homelessness.

Currently, under Part Ill of the
Housing Act 1985, a household
which is unintentionally homeless
and in a priority need group is enti-
tled to suitable accommodation
secured by the local housing
authority, says the Department of

“We can see enormous benefit,
without any detriment to mem-
bers,” he added.

So, as one era ends, another is
scheduled to begin.

But, as Pat Smith put it, “for £3 a
year, it's a most wonderful invest-
ment.”

g Investors ...

Picture: Mike Weston

Jubnant
Julie
scores
a first

JULIE Kitching, wife of Falling-
bostel-based Cpl Mike Kitching,
Royal Logistic Corps, has
become one of the first to pass
a revolutionary information
technology (IT) course taught
by computer.

Developed for the Computer
Skills College in Lancashire, the
20-25 hour course is claimed to
be a world first in that the com-
puter acts as lecturer and exam-
iner, ultimately leading to a City
and Guilds IT certificate.

PART-TIME

“l already had a lot of work
experience involving comput-
ers, but no formal qualifica-
tions,” says Julie, who works as
a part-time clerk at the base and
has a seven-year-old son.

“Because | could choose
when to study, the course
blended perfectly with my day
job and my responsibilities at
home. I’d recommend it to
anyone wishing to improve
themselves - particularly Ser-
vice wives like myself who are
seeking to increase their job
prospects when they return to
the UK.”

Having earned her first IT
qualification, Julie is already
enrolled for a business man-
agement diploma course.

tices already in place.

THREE military organisations — the Tri-Service Resettlement Centre, the
Army School of Catering and the Royal Naval School of Educational and
Training Technology — have been recognised as Investors In People (IIP).

Lt Col David Bowman, commandant of the resettlement centre, said
that, despite initial scepticism about the IIP, he and his colleagues had
found that the process involved had “considerably improved” good prac-

Col Philippe Rossiter, ASC Commandant, commented: “The IIP has
been extremely effective in helping us to focus on our systems and devel-

op them to benefit the whole organisation.” S
. in People

SNAG FOR ARMY HOMELESS?

the Environment. “Priority need”,
the department points out, means
families with children, pregnant
women or someone who is “vulner-
able”,

However, according to a judge-
ment in the House of Lords, the
present homelessness legislation
was never intended to give local
authorities a duty to provide per-
manent accommadation for house-
holds accepted as statutorily
homeless.

The duty is to secure suitable
accommodation, which could be
for as little as 28 days.

“We are quite concerned about
this,” say the Defence Housing

Executive (DHE). “What it will
mean is tha1 for whatever reason,
local authorities will have the
option of providing a lesser ser-
vice: it won’'t mean that they will
have to. It is a small, but a definite,
tightening of the screw.”

The last thing an Army family
trying to get back into civilian life
needs is an extra problem, the
DHE adds. “We will try to take as
active a role on the part of those
affected as possible.”

Anyone who needs to discuss
the potential implications of the
measures should contact their
local authority or the nearest DHE
area office.
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MED BRIGADE

AN EAGLE 1996

A NEW dimension was added to training
for Royal Engineers taking part in Exercise
Ulan Eagle with the 7th Armoured Brigade
in Poland.

As well as digging holes and filling them
in, the sappers learned a new skill . . . plant-
ing “trees” before blowing them down
again.

Sappers of 35 Engineer Regiment Group
were delighted at what was described as an
“engineer theme park”.

The trees were actually large logs dug in
at strategic junctions in the woods. When a
battle group withdrew in contact, combat
engineers could carry out route-denial by
blowing down trees to block the tracks.

It was found to be more realistic than fes-
tooning trees with white tape.

Exercising in Poland was a very satisfying
experience for all the Desert Rats, com-
manded by Brig David Montgomery.

“It is quite striking to drive a tank down a
narrow ride of trees and feel in ‘proper
country’,” he said.

He explained that his purpose was not to
take part in the diplomatic niceties of Part-
nership for Peace or peacekeeping exercises
which might prepare them for a possible
tour in Bosnia next year.

“This is the heavy metal end of high-
intensity conflict,” he said. “It is good, old-
fashioned war-fighting, and if we can get
that side right, then lower-intensity con-
flicts are relatively easy to get to grips with.”

One of his main objectives was a strategic
road and rail move to deploy 3,500 of his
6,500 Germany-based troops into Poland.

The 700km road move was a dramatic
success. Everyone arrived in the right place
at the right time and with the right equip-
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A 1RHF Warrior speeds across the manoeuvring area

The Ulan
has lande:

WOI (SMI) Andrew Douglas-Rickett checks one of the
exploding trees specially planted at strategic junctions

Tpr Chris Roberts of 2 RTR exchanges his
Challenger’s 120mm gun for a 7.62 machine
gun as he prepares to fly in a Puma heli-
copter to rescue a “diplomat”

ment, said Maj Lee Drakely. It can take
hours, even weeks, for trucks to pass
through the border post, but the Polish
authorities processed each of 35 columns of
30 vehicles in just ten minutes.

The move also involved 15 long trains
carrying more than 500 vehicles, and co-
ordination was a difficult task.

“It took four months of detailed plan-
ning,” said Deputy Chief of Staff Maj Jake

Thackray. The German military police had
been a tremendous help on the journey
out.

“We moved more than 700 vehicles
across 700km during eight days and had
only 43 break down. That really is a brilliant
staristic.”

By the time the last convoy rolled into
the exercise area, the entire route was clear.

But the logistic role was not limited to
moving the brigade, re-supplying, arming,
feeding and operating an underground fuel
station with 200,000 litres — enough for 2'/2
days.

“T also looked after aspects like the scrap
metal contract, getting rid of waste oil and
disposing of the human ordure produced by
3,500 people during a three-week exercise.”

As well as re-supply and maintenance,
one of Maj Thackray’s priorities was to
ensure that if there was a real accident, sol-
diers would be treated and evacuated as fast
as possible.

On the evening after rehearsing their
medical evacuation procedures, a soldier
exercising “in the middle of nowhere” was
thrown from his armoured vehicle.

“He had a gash from his thigh to his knee
you could have inserted two fists in,” said
Maj Thackray.

“We had a doctor with him in 20 min-
utes, stabilised 15 minutes later and ten
minutes later was in for surgery.”

Training for the teeth arms was as good
as for the supporting arms.

“With 13,000 vehicles, including 500
heavy tracked vehicles, it is quite a big train
set to play with,” said Brig Montgomery.

Biggest advantage of the Polish area was
that it was completely unfamiliar to British

Above - Warriors carefully approach one of
many water obstacles

Below — Deputy Chief of Staff Maj Jake
Thackray enthuses over the move to Poland

troops. Soldiers had to go through the
proper battle procedure. Other than estab-
lishing what could and could not be done,
there had been no pre-reconnaissance.
Commanders were given their orders, and
the time to do their preparation and checks
as they would for real if deploying in an
operational theatre.

Ulan Eagle began with nine days of battle
group-level training, ending with three days
of test exercises. Battle group commanders
had the opportunity to carry out their own
training before the tests.

This was followed by four days of brigade

training, then a demonstration for Polish,
Ukrainian and British dignitaries.

The purpose of the tests was not to trip
people up, but to provide a snapshot of
where they were in their training, said Col
David Phipps, Commander of the Com-
bined Arms Field Training Group in Ger-
many.

“The brigade commander sets his train-
ing objectives and I write the exercise round
them, then write the enemy activity to meet
the objectives,” he said.

His staff of 70 could speed up or slow
down the exercise depending on how well it

was going.

Controllers such as WO1 (SMI) Andrew
Douglas-Rickett were on hand to supervise
and regulate the battles, as well as impose
safety restrictions when the assault pioneers
blew up their “trees”.

“It’s good training. We don’t often get
the chance to blow trees because it is a polit-
ically sensitive issue,” he said.

After a successful and exciting strategic
move, soldiers could enjoy realistic route-
denial, mobility tasks and counter-mobility
obstacles during their tactical moves on the
eastern side of the north German-Polish
Plain.

® More Ulan Eagle coverage in next issue
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Z 3.\ U] = ARMY MEDICS AND CHEFS WORK BEHIND THE SCENES AT FARNBOROUGH 96

Col Mike Smith, CO 205 (Scottish) Field Hospital,
receives a report from Cpl Tom Williams

Showtime for Apache!

ONE OF the main attractions at Farnbor-
ough International Airshow 96 was a stun-
ning display of aerial manoeuvrability by a
McDonnell Douglas Apache ground attack
helicopter, writes Laurie Manton.

A variant of this aircraft has been select-
ed to replace Lynx and will provide the
Army Air Corps with its attack capability
well into the next century.

The British Army version will be
equipped with the new Longbow radar,
which can scan a battlefield and detect up
to 256 targets, and armed with Hellfire
anti-tank guided missiles, CRV -7 rockets
and a 30mm chain gun.

Apache’s two-man crew is protected by a
boron-carbide armour capable of with-
standing 12.7mm armour-piercing rounds.
The helicopter is scheduled to enter service
in 2000.

An event the size of the Farnborough
airshow has to have a medical plan capable
of coping with anything from a wasp sting
to a full-scale aviation disaster.

Emergency medical, ambulance and
first aid arrangements were co-ordinated
by the Society of British Aerospace Com-
panies’ medical director, Dr Brian Robert-
son (a Territorial Army colonel in his own
right) from a medical control centre estab-
lished on the site.
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Above — Maj George Andrews of
205 (Scottish) Field Hospital at
work in the medical control
centre. Behind (right to left) are
forward medical incident con-
troller, Dr Matthew Cooke,
Kathereen Robinson and staff
officer Alan Garaher

Right — The deployment provid-
ed 205 medical staff with an
opportunity to undergo refresh-
er training. LCpl Brian Spencer,
Maj Teresa Bramley, Pte Bill Mul-
ligan and Capt Judith Keighley
resuscitate a casualty

Pictures: Mike Weston

It was supported
by Army medics
and chefs and
included a large
contingent of TA
personnel from 205
(Scottish) Field
Hospital  (Volun-
teers) who set up
al00-bed field hos-
pital on the edge of
the airfield.

Commanded by
Col Mike Smith,

tions. Two field
kitchens, each with
a four-strong staff,
catered for 140
medical personnel
at each of the three
daily meals. A St
John  spokesman
described the
catering arrange-
ment as “an out-
standing success”.

As the airshow
got underway, the

the deployment  Apache makes an appearance at Farnborough ~ Defence  Evalua-

gave the TA medics
an opportunity to practise military and
medical skills.

At one stage, during a lull in the pro-
ceedings, the soldiers donned “noddy
suits” to rehearse Nuclear, Biological and
Chemical (NBC) warfare drills.

Also supporting the event were chefs and
trainees from the Aldershot-based Army
School of Catering.

SSgt Andrew Winder commanded the
detachment which provided meals to St
John Ambulance Brigade volunteers.

Production NCOs on a management
course supervised trainee chefs who were
learning how to cook under field condi-

tion and Research
Agency (DERA) was preparing for the offi-
cial opening of its new £100 million
research complex on the north-west corner
of Farnborough airfield.

Employing some 12,000 staff, more
than half of whom are highly-trained scien-
tists and engineers, DERA is the largest
organisation of its kind in Europe. It has an
annual turnover of around £1 billion.

“The new site will be the full single
headquarters for Ministry of Defence sci-
ence and technology research,” said com-
pany secretary Liz Pearce.

State-of-the-art facilities include a Mis-
sion Simulation Environments department

which uses Hovers, a sophisticated battle-
field helicopter simulation facility.

Another DERA department, the Centre
for Human Sciences, was formed by com-
bining experts from the Army Personnel
Research Establishment, the Institute for
Aviation Medicine and other areas.

It can advise the MoD on subjects
including crash protection and emergency
escape; personnel selection and physical
performance; and human-system interface
development.

DERA’s Protection and Life Sciences
Division (PLSD) includes responsibility
for the Chemical and Biological Defence
Establishment at Porton Down.

Chemical and biological agent detec-
tors, individual protective equipment
(IPE), the Colpro collective protection,
and medical counter-measures deployed
by UK forces during the Gulf War were
developed from research completed at
Porton Down.

Agreement has been reached in princi-
ple for the next Royal Navy-British Army
Equipment Exhibition (RNBAEE) to be
staged on the Farnborough site.

The event, scheduled for September
next year, has for many years been held on
the Pegasus Village exhibition site near
Rushmoor Arena at Aldershot.

Above - 205 medics practise
NBC drills on the edge of the
runway; NBC instructor SSgt
William Leech (inset) supervises

Below - Dishing up a meal to St
John Ambulance Brigade and
British Red Cross volunteers is
Cpl Colin Huetson

Hampshire British Red Cross and Dorset St John Ambulance Brigade volunteers receive VIP
treatment from Army chefs. Cpl “John-boy” Walton chalks up the menu, while Pte Gareth
Beckett serves a meal
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& 572\ [ 0] [{ 5 10 PARA WINGS ITS WAY TO THE EXCELLENT TRAINING FACILITIES ON BENBECULA

What a Wiay to go . .

A GAP in the Rapier firing pro-
gramme at the Royal Artillery
Range on Benbecula was snapped
up by London’s part-time paras for
an exercise with a difference.

Most members of the 10th (Volunteer)
Battalion, The Parachute Regiment, whose
headquarters are in Chelsea’s Kings Road,
had not heard of Benbecula let alone knew
of its remote location in Scotland’s Outer
Hebrides . . . but that is where they ended
up on their two-week summer camp.

Rugged conditions combined with first-
class administrative and training facilities
contributed to the success of Exercise
Celric Fling, which tested the soldiers’ mil-
itary and adventurous training skills. Facil-
ities at the range complex are under-used
and have tremendous potential for training.

The three-phase programme began with
a high-tempo conventional military exer-
cise, mounted from RAF Lyneham, and
culminating in a landing
on Benbecula after a
parachute insertion had
been aborted because of
high winds.

Sub-units  deployed
on offensive company
group tasks as the Terri-
torial Army soldiers
made full use of the dra-
matic Hecla Mountain
range on South Uist and
the coastal plains to the
west and north, includ-
ing the rugged island of
Wiay.

Wiay was the location
for a simulated heli-
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copter crash and survival exercise during
which the Paras practised recent survival
training in a demanding situation which
allowed no scope for short cuts. Aggressive
patrolling, including the conduct of obser-
vation posts and ambushes, confirmed

much of the battalion’s training so far this
year. A support helicopter from RAF
Aldergrove added a further dimension to
the Paras’ annual camp.

Some weary soldiers launched into
adventurous training activities during the
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Wheel find the high road: CSgt Kes Newcombe and the mou

ntain bikers

g i
Going down: CSgt Tim Fleming (above), a
member of the 10 Para abseiling team

e

Ambush: 2nd Lt Geoff Hargreaves (left)
enjoys a familiar pastime

second phase of Celtic Fling, making use of
excellent locations and natural challenges
on Benbecula itself, North and South Uist,
and the surrounding waterways.

Hill walkers, climbers and abseilers
found demanding conditions on Hecla
Range, and mountain and road biking, and
horse riding were popular. The soldiers
also had a chance to try fly fishing, dinghy
sailing, canoeing, windsurfing and sub-
aqua diving.

Ironman competition

Military and adventurous training skills
were combined in the battalion Ironman
competition which brought the annual
camp to a gruelling conclusion. The task
involved soldiers covering 120km from the
southern to the northern extremities of the
Uist group of islands. Section-strength
teams completed 23 stands on the way.

After 36 hours of hard work, 4 Company
triumphed to win the 10 Para Ironman
trophy.

Remote St Kilda, 46km west of the
Outer Hebrides, provided a stunning day
out for 40 members of the battalion. The
tiny island, now home to a small detach-
ment of soldiers from the Benbecula
ranges, once supported a population of 200
who lived mainly on a diet of sea birds col-
lected from the 300m cliffs.

The population was evacuated in 1930
after a particularly severe winter, and the
London-based Paras viewed their visit as a
rare and unforgettable opportunity. They

Above: Tough
company — the 4
Coy team which
won the Ironman
competition

Right: Enjoying a
hill with a view on
the Isle of Skye
are 10 Para walk-
ers

Below: St Kilda’s
high street

Below right: Drip-
ping dry are Capt
Graham Liv-
ingston, the adju-
tant, platoon
commander Lt
Brian Witty and
Maj lan Channon,
OC Support
Group, after cap-
size drills

were able to repay the hospitality of Ben-
becula and Uist by gutting and renovating a
remote climbers’ bothie, long since dis-
carded and used as a rubbish tip.

An open evening was held for the
islands’ Army Cadet Force, which was
shown the equipment and training meth-
ods of a parachute battalion.

Celtic Fling ended with a flight south,
culminating in the battalion parachuting
onto Salisbury Plain.

Why the
Yorkies
no longer

take a
dim view
of patrols

SOLDIERS serving with the 1st Battal-
ion, The Prince of Wales’s Own Regi-
ment of Yorkshire in Northern Ireland
are at the cutting edge of military tech-
nology — not for the first time.

They are helping with trials for a new
laser-aided rifle sighting system which
brings hi-tech views from a rifle-mount-
ed box of wizardry to the soldier through
a sci-fi goggle strapped over one eye.

Three years ago, 1 PWO returned
from Bosnia to assist in trials of the now
widely used laser simulation equipment
which allows more realistic battlefield
training.

And the 1st Battalion is unique in its
current tour in that the Yorkshire sol-
diers are the only ones still patrolling in
Northern Ireland in berets.

BERETS ABANDONED

At the end of the IRA cease-fire in
February troops across the Province
were ordered to abandon their berets
and return to protected headgear as a
security measure. Lt Col Charles Le
Brun, CO 1 PWO, explained that when
his soldiers arrived in Tyrone during
June they asked for permission to wear
their berets on patrol.

It was hoped that this would soften
the aggressive image of troops on the
streets of Dun-
gannon and
Cookstown.

“It took a bit
of pressure, but
we were allowed
to patrol in
berets,” said Lt
Col Le Brun. “I
think it has
helped to make
members of the
public more
aware of who " i al

we are, and not Beret patrol: Pte

alarm them to  parren Smith, 1 PWO
the same extent.”

Their current tour means that soldiers
of The Prince of Wales’s Own have
served a total of nearly six years in the
Province during the past 25 years. The
battalion was the first to be deployed to
Londonderry in 1969 when the Royal
Ulster Constabulary asked for military
SUpport.
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(= 37:\ [ ] {J = CHAPLAINS MARK 200 YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE ARMY

MEMBERS of the Royal Army
Chaplains’ Department have
served God and their soldiers
through war and peace for 200
years. In these pages Gordon
Skilling looks at the work of
today’s padres and finds that little
has changed.

THERE are few heathens on the battle-
field. At times of extreme stress special
men wearing dog collars and small crosses
in their lapels are welcome as they move
among soldiers, offering support and help-
ing to ease the last moments of life.

The chaplain will bury those who die in
battle, whether in victory or defeat. Even if
he could escape capture, it is his duty to
stay with those taken prisoner. Many have
died with the soldiers in their care.

During the First World War, 172 Army
chaplains gave their lives, and the depart-
ment became “royal” in 1919 when King
George V recognised the valour and devo-
tion to duty of its members.

Religion can be a difficult subject for sol-
diers. The sixth commandment says they
shall not kill, yet they are asked to fight
wars which have religious roots. They oper-
ate amid worldwide religious hatred.

But on the eve of battle, or facing the
unknown in a prisoner-of-war camp, the
most hardened warrior may regain a faith
previously ignored in the barrack block.

Killing presents a dilemma for the

child in Rwanda during a UN mission in 1994
20

Padre Andrew Phillips administers the lastritesto a

Army’s men of God, but the use
of force and the taking of life is
justified in certain circumstances
to counter terrorism or aggres-
sion. The profession of arms is
noble and while war is unaccept-
able in itself, it'may be the only
solution in an evil world.

A padre’s effect on morale can
be incalculable. While held as a
PoW in Korea, the Glosters’
Sam Davies was seen by the Chi-
nese as a political commissar.
The more he was persecuted the
more the determination of the
Glosters stiffened.

Even in captivity, soldiers

managed to produce hymn
books, chalice and candlesticks
for secret baptisms, and the cross
carved with two nails by Lt Col Fred Carne
VC is now one of the glories of Gloucester
Cathedral.

Three roles

In addition to its historic presence in
conflict, the Royal Army Chaplains’
Department (RAChD) exists to serve sol-
diers and their families in peace.

Three roles dominate the chaplain’s
work — minister, teacher, carer. He is pri-
marily a minister of whichever branch of
the Christian church licenses him and
sends him to the Army.

He remains within the jurisdiction of
that church but also comes under either the
Chaplain General or Principal Roman
Catholic Chaplain.

In the role of teacher, he leads the
character-training programmes laid
down by the department.

This year the theme is coping with
disaster. Within weeks of completing
his training a young soldier could find
himself witness to devastation and
carnage in Bosnia or Rwanda . . . situ-
ations which make a phenomenal
demand on the Serviceman’s person-
ality and moral resources, and on the
chaplains who help him cope.

Soak up fears

Chaplains soak up the fears, anger,
stress and turmoil they encounter,
often without realising it. It is impor-
tant that this is managed properly and
dealt with professionally.

The third role of the chaplain is as a
carer, a pastoral dimension unlimited
by office hours; it is often undertaken
quietly in the wee small hours during
exercises or operarions.

Being with soldiers at such times,
building trust and respect, sharing
their conditions, helps chaplains meet
their needs.

The ministry of a chaplain is
unique in its breadth and variety. But
it can often be very lonely and his own

Battlefield ministry: soldiers receive communion in the
Western Desert during the Second World War

spiritual life has to be strong. While sup-
porting soldiers in difficult situations, these
trying circumstances eat into the chaplain’s
own resources. As soldiers of The Royal
Highland Fusiliers helped deal with the air-
craft tragedy at Lockerbie, the chaplain was
as much involved as the young fusiliers.

The RACHD is unusual among military
units in that it is fully up to its establish-
ment of 147 chaplains. It dates back to
September 1796 when a department was
formed after the previous system of regi-
mental chaplains had disintegrated.

At first only Church of England chap-
lains were authorised, but within 40 years
Presbyterians, then Roman Catholics, were
accepted, the latter independently admin-
istered. “Other Protestants” were soon
included, and in 1892 the first officiating
rabbi was appointed. The rabbi serves the
Jewish communities of all three Services.
Gurkhas have their own religious leaders,
as did Sikhs when they provided formed
units to the British Army. Today, if individ-

ual Sikhs, Muslims or members
of other religions require sup-
port, they may turn to a Christian
chaplain to find the name and
address of the nearest contact.

The first non-Church of Eng-
land Chaplain General was
appointed in 1987 and was suc-
ceeded last year by the present
incumbent, the Rev Dr Victor
Dobbin, first member of the
Presbyterian Church in Ireland
to hold the post.

The chaplaincy itself shines as a
beacon of ecumenism in a reli-
gious world riven by historical dif-
ferences.

Dr Dobbin accepts that
church leaders have to be cau-
tious when dealing with doctrinal
matters, although this does not
affect the day-to-day work of
chaplains.

Working together

“At the grass-roots levels of
chaplaincy there are few major
conflicts which would cause us
concern. The denominations work
exceptionally well together and
ecumenical activities within the
Army are very positive, with
priests of all denominations shar-
ing services and padres’ hours.”

Dr Dobbin is convinced it is at
this level that ecumenism progresses.

In Bosnia, where three Roman Catholics
and 13 other chaplains minister to 10,000
British troops, denominations do not
matter. This is the view of Philip Majcher,
senior chaplain of 1 Mechanised Brigade,
who ministered to the Royal Scots Dra-
goon Guards during the Gulf War.

He found the link with other dimensions
and churches enjoyable

o

The Very Rev Jim Harkness, a former Chaplain
during the RAChD’s 200th anniversary garden pa

— even standing at a
Greek Orthodox ser-
vice in Bosnia which
lasted nearly three hours.

Soldiers were by and
large religious but care-
less of faith until they
were confronted by it,
he said. On operations
there was always a
dread that something
would happen and
chaplains could gauge
the level of pressure by
church attendance.

In his first tour in
Bosnia, at the start of
Grapple 1 in 1992,
Padre Charlie McCart-
ney took part in a ser-
vice which would have

T S been unthinkable for
J_;:Aneral, with the Queen  many in his homeland
at Bagshot Park of Ireland. Although

PADRE
1QLR

from a strong Irish Protestant tradition, he
accompanied some of his Roman Catholic
flock to a Christmas mass in Tomislavgrad.

Chaplain then to 35 Engineer Regiment
and the RLLC National Sup-
port Element, he is now based
with the 1st Battalion, The
Queen’s Lancashire Regiment.
He still shudders as he passes a
junction in Gornji Vakuf where
he was pinned down by cross-
fire during a Croat-Muslim
battle.

No bullets

His driver at the time had no
rounds with which to defend
the unarmed padre; he was
considered a suicide threat so
had not been issued bullets.

Padre McCartney insists that
if people remained true to the
Christian rules of love and kindness, nobody
would pose a threat. “It is not the religious
movement that causes the problem, it is the
people who interpret the rules to suit them-
selves,” he said.

Bosnia presented particular problems
for Roman Catholics. Father Tony Barry
covers the whole brigade and clocks up
huge mileages travelling over an area cov-
ered by four non-conformist chaplains
from Gornji Vakuf to Sanski Most.

Having joined the Army last October, he

The Chaplain General,
the Rev Dr Victor Dobbin

Soldiers in the name of God

The Rev Charlie McCartney, who has served in Bosnia with the Royal Engineers, irreverently points out
that chaplains are unarmed: a robust sense of humour helps ministers relate to soldiers

feels almost like an itinerant missionary
and found it all a tremendous challenge.

Becoming part of the Army itself was
often a severe culture shock to a new padre,
said Bob Locke, who accom-
panied the the 2nd Battalion,
The Parachute Regiment in
Belfast. After deputising for
Army chaplains in Coichester
while they were on operational
tours, he took a short service
COMmmIission.

He had been saddened to
encounter the polarised and
politicised outlook in the
Province. “Northern Ireland
is not a particularly good
advert for the church in gener-
al and I don’t see an easy
answer,” he said.

A former Chaplain Gener-
al, the Very Rev Jim Harkness,
said: “You do learn that perhaps some of
the assumptions and perceptions you had
when you came in are not quite as accurate
as you once thought they were,” said.

“Fundamental ecclesiastical matters
remain, but some things which were terri-
bly important really become less important
when you find yourself in a situation where
you are trying to offer your ministry to
people. Invariably, the soldier says ‘yes’.”

® Bagshot Park move, Pages 22-23
@ Peace be with you — Reviews, Pages 30-31
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Army s padres in move to tri-Service
HQ after half a century at ‘royal” home |

Above: RSM Allan
Trench and Sgt
Bernie Wells in the
main entrance hall,
with Deputy Warden
John Whitton and
Warden David Tick-
ner on the balcony
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Right: The stained-
glass window in the
chapel illustrates
the department’s
work in all theatres
of the Second World
War, including the
PoW camps

AFTER nearly 50 years the Royal
Army Chaplains’ Department has left
its temporal home at Bagshot Park,
Surrey, for a temporary stay at
Netheravon House in Wiltshire.

A formative influence on the opinions and
moral standards of padres and soldiers from
private to field marshal, the centre near Cam-
berley is estimated by Warden David Tickner to
have seen 440,000 visitors pass through since
the first chaplains arrived there in 1947, writes
Gordon Skilling.

Due to move on September 30, the RAChD
Training Centre is now part of the tri-Service
Armed Forces Chaplaincy Centre (AFCC). It
will continue to provide three basic courses at
Netheravon, where it will be partly based before
moving to Amport House near Andover.

Amport House, a Grade 2 listed building,
was until March 29 the home of the Royal Air
Force Chaplains’ School. Royal Navy chaplains
have trained there since 1962. It is now being
extended to accommodate the Army.

Military training

Primary function of the training is to prepare
chaplains for their ministry to soldiers serving
from Bosnia to Northern Ireland. After more
detailed military training at Sandhurst, further
instruction throughout their careers prepares
them for the level of ability they are expected to
carry.

A second aim is to sponsor what is termed
“the moral and ethical debate”. It is not a
“bible-bashing” session.

Soldiers of all persuasions — or none — discuss
matters of deep importance in an atmosphere of
complete confidentiality which allow more
mature opinions on current problems.

Pastoral courses fulfil the third function.
These revolve around welfare, and can help
women, such as new commanding officers’

The sign of the cross. In the Bagshot Park
museum the cross used in 33 Field Hospital
during the Gulf War is flanked by a light-
weight altar cross supplied by air for use in
the jungles of Burma (left) and a memorial
cross to the fallen of the 2nd Infantry Divi-
sion at Kohima in 1944

wives, who have suddenly to assume a wel-
fare role to which they are not accustomed.
The sumptuously-appointed building was

the home of the Duke of
Connaught, Queen Victoria’s
third son, and is owned by
the Crown Estate.

Bagshot Park was requisi-
tioned during the Second
World War for use by the
Auxiliary Territorial Service,
later to become the Women’s
Royal Army Corps, as its staff
college.

The Queen did her ATS
training there and her father,
King George VI, offered the
house to the Chaplain Gener-
al in 1946.

Bagshot Park’s chapel was
built in the 1950s in memory
of the 134 British and Com-
monwealth chaplains who
died during the Second
World War.

Its museum is probably
unique in the military envi-
ronment for having no
‘weapons or captured enemy
equipment on  display;
instead, simple crosses and
rough artefacts made by
prisoners of war speak elo-
quently of soldiers’ faith
under great stress.

Everything will be taken
to the new tri-Service chap-
lains’ centre at Netheravon;
even the famous Bagshot
pool sign, which warned
padres not to walk on the
water, will be reincarnated at
the gate to the River Avon.

The RAChD
capbadge.
For Jewish
chaplains
there is a ver-
sion featur-
ing the Star
of David
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Above: Bagshot Park. ..
and its famous sign. It will
be taken to the RAChD’s
new home at Netheravon
House in Wiltshire

Left: Exotic Indian carvings
adorn a lecture room in
Bagshot Park

Pictures: Mike Weston
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L[S SOLDIER [ =52/ [ 5"}/ WE TALKTO THE ‘FATHER' OF THE DESERT NEWSPAPERS ... IN HIS CASTLE HOME

There cannot be many journalists
who are able to spend their semi-

retirement living comfortably in their

own castle, but then Warwick Charl-
ton is no ordinary journalist. In an

eventful life he has worked on sev-
eral national newspapers, written a
book on Stephen Ward and the Pro-
fumo affair and sailed in a replica of
the Mayflower to America.

During the Second World War his
publications kept troops of the
Eighth Army informed as they
fought in the Western Desert, Sicily
and ltaly. Charlton has a special

place in the history of Soldier.
Although never actually on the
staff he tells here of his role in the
birth of the magazine more than
half a century ago.

WHEN Capt Warwick Charlton strode
down the corridor of Montgomery’s head-
quarters in France with the germ of an idea
for an Army newspaper he was confident his
idea would find favour with the British com-
mander.

After all, Charlton, now 78, was known as
the “father of desert newspapers”, having
founded Crusader — the Eighth Army Weekly,
as well as the Tripoli Times

Until this disappointment, Charlton’s
rise had been meteoric. The son of a jour-
nalist, he began his career while still at
boarding school, writing letters to a newspa-
per that paid for correspondence. He got a
job on the Daily Sketch and later the Sunday
Dispatch, before joining the Royal Fusiliers
in 1940.

“Having been a cadet at school, I was
appointed as a sergeant

and Eighth Army News, and
was well-known to Monty
who had led the desert army.

Warwick Charlton .., .
talks to Laurie Manton .|}, ¢

instructor,” explained
who was eventu-
commissioned and

Under his arm, Charlton
carried a dummy issue which he had put
together using scissors and paste, and a few
back numbers of Yank!, the illustrated US
service magazine. Monty took one look and
instantly approved it. Its cover was embla-
zoned with the masthead, SOLDIER.

“T called it Soldier because of Yank!. 1
couldn’t call it ‘British’ or ‘English’, and I
couldn’t think of another name,” said
Charlton. “After all, I visualised my reader
not as a general, captain or corporal, but as a
soldier.

“When I saw Monty, I did not want to
present him with a technical publication,
more a picture paper in the same vein as
Yank!. The whole emphasis of the magazine
was that soldiers should regard it as their
paper,” he explained.

Monty wanted Charlton to edit the new
publication and sent him back

posted to the Middle East.

“To kill time, I put together a small mag-
azine of poems and writings called ME
(Middle East). Randolph Churchill saw it
and asked me to join the new Eighth Army,
then being formed, to start a news service to
keep troops informed.

“I wanted to start a proper newspaper
which could be printed in Cairo and flown
to the front line but the RAF weren’t keen
on the idea. Randolph sent a message to his
father, Winston, saying that the Royal Air
Force was not being supportive. They soon
changed their minds.”

Randolph Churchill sent him to Tobruk,
under siege by the German Afrika Korps, to
gather stories.

“l went in with Gen Sikorski and 40
British troops on the destroyer, HMS
Kipling. The general told me we would be

Newly-commissioned Warwick Charlton

dive-bombed as we neared the port. I asked
him what I should tell the men.

“Sikorski said we were to lie on our backs
on deck and fire back with our rifles. “Would
that do any good?’, I asked. He said no, but
the troops wouldn’t know that.”

When Charlton got back from Tobruk,
Gen Neil Ritchie had taken command of the
Eighth Army, and the young officer-journal-

ist was tasked to write a story

with the 21st Army Group’s
chief welfare officer, Col Medli-
cott, to seek War Office approval
for the venture.

Unfortunately for Charlton, a
newspaper article about Mont-
gomery’s sponsorship of him for
the editorship incurred the
wrath of the Secretary of State
for War, Sir James Grigg, who
vetoed Charlton’s appointment.

Grigg had taken a dislike to
the journalists who had written
the piece and said that if he was
to judge Charlton by his friends
he would be quite right to stop
him having anything to do with a
newspaper. . .

Monty backed down and
Charlton was posted to Mount-
batten’s South East Asia Com-
mand (SEAC) headquarters.
Responsibility for Soldier passed
to others and the magazine was
launched in March 1945.
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NCOs of a rifle regi
editor of Crusader after the action
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ment’s anti-tank company are interviewed by the

telling soldiers about their new
chief.

Ever the opportunist, he told
Ritchie that the previous com-
mander had considered estab-
lishing a newspaper for troops in
the desert. It could be printed
on captured mobile presses and
he, Charlton, needed only the
general’s authority to produce a
dummy issue. This was given
and Charlton persuaded the
editor of Parade in Cairo to print
several thousand copies of Cru-
sader for distribution through-
out the Eighth Army.

The new weekly publication,
supported with pictures and
copy from the Army Film and
Photographic Unit, was a great

SUCCESS.
Intelligence  officers  gave
Charlton captured German

diaries and he wrote a regular
column, Through Enemy Eyes,

in which he described life and war in the
desert from a German point of view.

Once, he put a German prisoner in
British uniform and kept him for nearly
three weeks. The prisoner wrote accounts of
where the British were going wrong with
their battle techniques.

A daily, Eighth Army News, was added to
the stable and printed on any available
paper, including the backs of captured Ital-
ian maps. It carried news from home, regu-
lar updates on the battle, pin-ups, views of
home, and a page of letters.

Eighth Army News campaigned strongly
against the introduction of cheap “V” ciga-
rettes from India which were provided to
troops. “Someone must have been making
millions of pounds from the deal. They were
terrible,” Charlton remembered.

“I asked my letters editor, Haig Guden-
ian (later on the staff of Soldier) to smoke
them regularly and undergo a daily medical.
The paper carried reports on the damage
being done to Haig’s health. Eventually the
cigarette ration was stopped and we had to
campaign for its reinstatement.”

Charismatic Monty

Events in the North Africa moved fast.
“Ritchie was fired and Auchinleck took over
for a time before being replaced by Mont-
gomery. I will never forget when he arrived.
He was charismatic and brought us all
together. He didn’t have a wide vocabulary,
but he used it well.

“He told his troops that there was no such
thing as not being in battle, whether they
were headquarters staff, front-line soldiers
or cooks.”

Charlrton and Montgomery’s public rela-
tions officer, Maj Geoffrey Keating, were
involved in discussions to change the gener-
al’s choice of headgear from the standard
cap with its distinctive red band.

Monty tried an Australian digger hat with
badges of units attached to the upturned
brim, but it did not suit his rather foxy face.
Eventually, he settled on a black beret with
two badges and was taken into the desert to
be photographed in the turret of a tank.

“We had not been there long when
German 88mm fire started. They sounded
like underground trains as they came over
and were very intimidating.

“Monty’s staff started worrying about
him posing for photographs under fire, but
Geoffrey Keating suggested that the general
should stay in the turret until a shell explod-
ed in the background as it would look better.

Picture: Mike Weston
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It did, and when Keating’s film was devel-
oped, an explosion could plainly be seen.”

After the great advance from El Alamein,
the general gave Charlton authority to take
over any printing presses he might find in
Tripoli.

“We got there, smartly, in time to prevent
them being smashed and looted,” recalled
Charlton. “Within 24 hours we had pub-
lished the first issue of The Tripoli Times.

“The paper had a real coup. It was a
newspaper man’s dream. We followed
Prime Minister Winston Churchill as he
toured British units and were able to present
him with a full report of his visit — pictures
and all — before he departed.”

A member of the Ministry of Information
who accompanied Churchill noted that the
Army’s only newspaper was published by
the Eighth Army. As a result, the Union Jack
newspaper was created and another Army
officer, Hugh Cudlipp (now Lord Cudlipp),
was appointed to edit it.

Charlton and Keating subsequently took

Warwick Charlton today outside his Hampshire castle with Ollie

part in the invasion of Sicily. He was tasked
to start an Italian paper to keep the civilian
population informed. Black marketeering
was rife and he published a list of official
prices for goods. When these were largely
ignored, he donned a red armband and pre-
tended to arrest shopkeepers for overcharg-
ing.

Moving to Bari, on the Italian mainland,
Charlton realised that people in Britain were
supporting Gen Michailovitch in Yugoslavia
who had backed the Germans.

“I sent one of my journalists to interview
a partisan leader called Josip Broz . . . better
known as Tito.

“He sent back a series of articles and, as a
result of our coverage, Parliament changed
its mind and switched its support from
Michailovitch to Tito.”

When Warwick Charlton was demo-
bilised, he took a job with the Daily Express
and then joined the BBC. But he never
forgot the magazine he created but never
edited — Soldier, the British Army magazine.
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3 RGR SET TO DISBAND IN NOVEMBER

FFEATURE

s

Above — Spick and span: Rfn Jagat Rai
adjusts his uniform

Below — W02 Basantkumar Gurung (right)
discusses the guard mounting with the
Brigade Major, Lt Col Alexander Matheson,
Coldm Gds, and Maj Gerard Hughes

Handy work: Rfn Anod Thapa gives the
bass drum a final shine

26
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Above - The Queen’s Guard provided by 3 RGR dismounts as 1st
Battalion, Irish Guards takes over

Below — Rfn Bhim Thapa ensures his dressing is correct

SOLDIERS from the 3rd Battalion, The
Royal Gurkha Rifles have made their final
appearance on Public Duties in London
before the battalion is disbanded in
November.

More than 100 Gurkhas carried out a
series of 48-hour guards at Buckingham
Palace, St James’s Palace and the Tower of
London.

The Public Duties Company was based
on B Company, 3 RGR and was com-
manded on separate parades by Maj Neil
Stevens and Maj James Robinson. Final
guard mounting was commanded by the
battalion’s 2iC, Maj Gerard Hughes.

Created under the final part of the
Options for Change restructuring, 3 RGR
is probably the shortest-lived battalion to

urka attalin ' gn
off with royal flourish

have done Public Duties as the Queen’s
Guard.

It was created on July 1, 1994 when the
10th Princess Mary’s Own Gurkha Rifles
was retitled as 3 RGR on the formation of
The Royal Gurkha Rifles.

In November, its soldiers will be made
redundant, transferred to the 1st or 2nd
Bartalions of The Royal Gurkha Rifles, or
sent to the Gurkha Reinforcement Compa-
nies being attached to the 2nd Battalion,
The Parachute Regiment, the Royal Scots
and The Princess of Wales’s Royal Regi-
ment.

At the same time, 1 RGR is being trans-
ferred from Hong Kong to Church
Crookham to take over 3 RGR’s role with 5
Airborne Brigade.
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Suez battle cry

on approach
to anniversary

IT IS a pity that Mr Gavin did not check his facts before he

suggested (Letters, Sept 16) that I was

“flogging a dead

horse” over our quest for a medal for the Suez Canal Zone

Emergency, 1951-54.

King George VI did declare
there would be no further con-
sideration of awards for the
1939-45 war, hence the rejec-
tion of Mr Gavin’s request for
recognition of Kohima.

The Suez Canal Zone case
has not been rejected on statu-
tory grounds, in fact the Army
Board in its 1991-92 review
stated: “Although now some
time ago, it is not debarred by
any statute or limitations.”

So as I said in the August 5
issue, the battle is still on and I
suggest veterans recognize the
45th anniversary on October 16
of the attack by terrorists on the
Naafi in Ismailia after the
Egyptian Government abrogat-
ed the Suez Canal Zone treaty
of 1936, by writing to their MPs
reminding them that the GOC
MELF, Gen Sir Brian Robert-
son, asked the War Office for a
medal for his troops in their
fight against Egyptian terrorists
and this was rejected on diplo-
matic grounds which ceased to
be a valid excuse with the inva-
sion of Suez in November 1956.

Veterans battle on. — Col P S
Newton, Winchester, Hants.

‘Mad Jack’
Q: Your reference to the
naming of the Churchill Club
at the Joint Services Moun-
tain Training Centre at Camp
Morfa, Gwynedd (Diary, Sept
2) reminded me that as a boy
soldier in 1956-57 | attended a
course at the Army Outward
Bound School there, where |
was lectured to by Lt Col Jack
Churchill, who always seemed
to wear a kilt.

Was he the same “Mad Jack”
Churchill of Army Commando
fame during the Second World
War who | read about in the Hot-
spuror Wizard as a schoolboy?
—Howard Johnson, Cardiff.

Thanks
from Lee

AFTER you published my letter
(July 22) appealing for readers to
send my son, Lee, spare cap
badges, flashes and so on, items
were sent to him which will go
well with the rest of his collection.

Lee would like to thank every-
one who helped, particularly S
W H Baker, who sent some old
badges but did not give his
address. — Mr J Grieves, 25
Manor Place, Upperby, Carlisle,
Cumbria, CA2 4LP.
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Army chaplains’ centre moves to Netheravon — Pages 22-23
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Let’s go back to
Number Ones

LOOKING at the tremendous
sight of the pictures of the Sov-
ereign’s Parade and of 29
Commando Regiment, Royal
Artillery (Soldier, Sept 2), is it
not time officially to reinstate
No 1 Dress to the Brtsh
Army?

Indeed, since it was 1960
when the formal attire of our
soldiers was last updated, is it

not time to review No 2 Dress?
Our soldiers are the most
important asset our Army pos-
sesses. Tremendous develop-
ments have taken place in the
combat uniform and equip-
ment, but the formal side
seems to have been left behind.
What do other readers
think? — Bill Smart, Royal
Leamington Spa, Warks.

@ Soldier welcomes letters for publication from all readers, whatever their status. They
must be brief, typed or written clearly and include the correspondent’s name and address
in block capitals, not necessarily for publication. Acceptance or rejection of a letter is the
decision of the Editor, who reserves the right to amend them for length, clarity or style.

Gunner
regiment
was not
In Korea

IN response to | B Evans (Let-
ters, Sept 2), I can say: “No
mate, your memory is not play-
ing tricks, 19 Field Regiment,
Royal Artillery did not serve in
Korea.”

But 170 Independent Mortar
Battery, fully independent in
Korea, was regimented with 45
Field Regiment, replacing 116
Battery in 1954, having been
awarded the honour title
“Imjin”.

On April 7, 1993, at Pader-
born in Germany, 45 Field
Regiment was placed in sus-
pended animation due to the
reduction in our Armed
Forces.

However, 170 Battery lives
on, having been amalgamated
with 25 Battery of 19 Regiment
RA. The current title of my old
Korea battery is 25/170
(Imjin) Battery RA. - Jim
Jacobs, Fareham, Hants.

For the record...

Goose Green

In the letter from Michael Mead-
more headed “Falklands film
was ‘unfair’ to Col H, VC” (Sept
2) the title of the film should
have read The Battle of Goose
Green, not Falklands Battlefield
Tour. An error of transcription
resulted in Cpl Abols being
quoted as saying “He [Col H]
went round the the right . . "
instead of “We went round the
right”. This unfortunate change
of meaning is regretted.

Pace of change

WHAT a pity the cameraman
was allowed to take a posed pic-
ture of Guards NCOs using the
pace stick (Newsline, Aug 19). It
might satisfy the readers of a
national daily, but your reader-
ship deserves better when
expertise is being demonstrat-
ed. To mention just one item, the
pace sticks appear to be over-
taking the users.

Incidentally, has the pace
stick been metricated? - J
Lennox (ex-WQ), Canterbury,
Kent.

® The photograph was taken
during the actual competition; it
was not posed. Metrication has
not been introduced, despite the
best efforts of a Soldier April
Fool's gag a couple of years
ago. — Editor
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Have you got
the best boss?

ORGANISERS of a national com-
petition to identify Britain's best
boss reckon the military is miss-
ing out. So far they have received
no nominations from the Army —
and they are hoping that will be
quickly rectified.

So if you think your boss is an
enthusiastic professional, a moti-
vator with compassion, and a
leader and communicator, send a
250-word submission (picture
optional) to DHL Boss of the Year,
Executive PA Magazine, Weir
Bank, Bray-on-Thames, Berks
SL6 2ED by September 23.

A SOUTH Yorkshire town is
appealing for funds to help with
the re-siting of a plaque dedicat-
ed to the memory of Spr William
Hackett VC.

A son of Mexborough, Hackett
was serving with 254 Tunnelling
Company at Givenchy in France
in June 1916 when the Germans
counter-mined the shaft he and
four other men were working in
below their trenches.

Three of the miners escaped
but Hackett chose to stay with a
badly wounded colleague and
was crushed by a second fall of
clay. His sacrifice was recognised
by the award of a posthumous
Victoria Cross.

William Hackett's bravery was

Legion
seeks to
restore
dignity of
miner VC

recorded on a plaque attached to
the outside wall of Mexborough's
covered market. With the passing
of the years the market building
became a bingo hall, at which

point the local Royal British
Legion branch campaigned to
have the plaque moved to a new
library in the centre of the town.

Despite objections all round,
their lobbying looks to have paid
off and the council has promised
to re-site the plaque at the war
memorial in Mexborough. A fund
to help pay for the removal
received little local support, so
RBL branch chairman George W
Cowles is asking for donations
from the wider community of
Royal Engineers.

They should be sent to the
William Hackett VC Memorial
Fund, via him at 79 Garden
Street, Mexborough, S Yorkshire
S64 9AX.

RGBW is bus-ting out all over

shire Regiment.

“Image-wrapped” vehicles are said to be an
effective form of advertising, and the recruiters are

Adopt a
Gurkha
veteran
appeal

AN APPEAL has been made for
individuals and units to “adopt”
thousands of elderly and destitute
Gurkhas who fought for Britain in
the Second World War, Malaya,
Borneo and later conflicts.

Most are too old to provide for
themselves and their families.

They depend on a monthly wel-
fare pension of £10 provided by
the Gurkha Welfare Trust, a chari-
table organisation which supports
10,000 former Gurkhas and their
widows living in Nepal.

The trust scheme caters mainly
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Recruiting drive: Army careers staff at Salisbury
line up in front of their latest creation ... . one of two
buses designed to heighten local awareness of
The Royal Gloucestershire, Berkshire and Wilt-

5 el & : Ahads =
_ Call, Write or Phone: Army Careers information Office: |75

e ——————————
T ~———10 Faringdon Road Swindon. 12 Cas*

Tel: Swindon 01797
Tel: Salisbury 017

hoping their buses will become familiar sights in
the Bournemouth and Poole areas.

Update: An applicant presented himself at the
Salisbury ACIO 36 hours after the double-decker

had been unveiled and said his reason for joining

for Gurkhas who joined up in the
Second World War or who were
made redundant during the 1960s
and did not serve long enough to
qualify for a Service pension.

Now the trust is asking for spon-
sors to “sign up” and meet the cost
of an individual pension under an
“adopt-a-Gurkha” scheme.

By covenanting a payment of
£10 per month, the Gurkha Wel-
fare Trust can ensure a welfare
pension is paid to a named individ-
ual on a sponsor’s behalf.

It is possible to “sign up” an old
soldier (or his widow) from a regi-
ment or corps with which the
sponsor has special affinity. The
trust will provide the name and
service details, and, where possi-
ble, a photograph of the person
being sponsored.

Individuals or units wishing to
sign up should apply for sponsor-
ship and deed of covenant forms
to: Gurkha Welfare Trust, Third
Floor, 88 Baker Street, London
W1M 2AX. Tel: 0171-707 1925;
fax 0171-707 1929.

the RGBW was that he had seen the name on a
passing bus. ..

Héather was
all fired up for
VIP marksman

FIRING point officer SSgt Heather
Gaughran found herself in charge
of an expert when the president of
the Army Cadet Force Association
visited Army cadets from War-
wickshire and West Midlands at
their annual camp on Otterburn
training area.

Gen Sir Peter de la Billiere
accepted an invitation to shoot
alongside the cadets while watch-
ing them firing .22 rifles on the
30m range.

Heather, the ACF detachment
commander at Tile Hill, Coventry,
was impressed by the general’s
score, even though his shots were
intended only to zero in the
weapon.

Sir Peter met many of the 330
cadets engaged in field exercises
and adventurous training.

LJ0)YEARS AGO

From Soldier, September 1946

TOO CLOSE TO HOME
While serving in the Home
Guard | was wounded by a
fellow member while on look-
out duty. Am | entitled to wear
a wound stripe? - PB, 504
Company, Royal Army Ser-
vice Corps.

® Sorry, even if he wasn't
your best friend, you can hardly
put it down to “enemy action”. —
Editor

>ZSYEARS AGO
From Soldier, September 1971

KNOW YOUR SALUTES
Cartoon series by Curtis

“You, too, corporal!”

Signpost
to Hell
found in
cupboard

AN original “Hellfire Corner” sign-
board from Ypres has been donat-
ed to the National Army Museum
in Chelsea by a relative of the man
who took it home at the end of the
First World War.

Having rescued the battered
signpost from its position on the
notorious Menin Road, Lt William
Storie displayed it in a shop
window in Princes Street, Edin-
burgh, where he lived.

It eventually disappeared into
the back of a cupboard at the
family home and was recovered
only last year, still in the original
canvas cover in which it had been
transported from France.

Thousands of troops marched
past the board on their way to the
trenches as it marked a busy junc-
tion on the road from Ypres to the
Front.

Many thought they would never
return.

“Hellfire Corner” itself was a
particularly ~ dangerous  place
throughout the war. Within easy
range of German positions, it had
enemy guns trained on it constant-
ly and earned its nickname
because it was heavily and fre-
quently shelled.

Although large poles with hess-
ian were put up to obscure the
German gunners' view of troop
movements, they were almost
always sure of hitting something
on the road.

In the spring offensive of 1918
the Germans, set on capturing
Ypres, got as far as Hellfire Corner
before being repulsed.

(1 Our caption to a photograph of
Lt Gen Sir David Scott-Barrett
having his portrait painted (Diary,
Sept 16), described the artist,
Graham Little, as having served
with The Black Watch Battalion of
the Army Cadet Force.

Graham, in fact, served with
the Angus and Dundee Battalion
of the ACF.

Crusade for Children:
NSPCC organisers have
arranged a five-day historical
cycle ride through Israel to
raise funds for the national
children’s charity.

1 Scheduled for March 1-9,
the trip, in the form of a five-
day treasure hunt, will take in
250 miles of spectacular
countryside culminating in a
gentle ride into Jerusalem
Old Town for a gala dinner.

1 NSPCC'’s lan Crowther
says British soldiers have
always been tremendously
helpful in supporting their
fund-raising and childcare
projects, and he is asking for
units to take part.

Q“It’'ll be lots of fun . . .
and a more interesting holi-
day than most,” he promises.

[J Details and application
forms from Vanessa Barham

on 01234 824765.

Mr and Mrs Rod MacArthur present the Hellfire Corner signpost to
Michael Baldwin, Head of the Department of Weapons, Equipment
and Vehicles at the National Army Museum

Invasion of Garats Hay

AN army of old soldiers invaded
the Communications and Security
Group (UK) at Garats Hay Bar-
racks, Loughborough.

But there was nothing to be
alarmed about; the veterans, from
as far afield as Canada, Cyprus,
Guernsey and Germany, were
members of the Langeleben
reunion branch of the Royal Sig-
nals Association.

Langeleben, near Brunswick in
Germany, was the base of a
squadron of 13 Signal Regiment,

Arnhem veteran W Rose, whose
sister, LCpl Marie Rose, was killed
with 20 other women when a train
hit their truck while she was serv-
ing with 483/139 (M) HAA Regt
RA at Heersemmolen, near
Veltham in Belgium at the end of
the Second World War, wishes to
contact surviving members of the
company and the driver of the
truck. Replies to him at 16
Grosvenor  Road, Paignton,
Devon TQ4 5AY (01803 556836).

3rd Inf Div/9 Inf Bde Wksps
(1944): 9 Field Workshop is plan-
ning a battlefield tour of the Nor-
mandy landings (Op Overlord)
and Falaise Gap (Ops Goodwood
and Totalize) and wants ex-REME
soldiers who served with 3rd

a forerunner of the Comms and Sy
Group, from 1951 to 1990. About
70 of the signallers, including a
driver by the name of Gordon
Banks, married German women.
Gordon went on to footballing
fame as England’s goalkeeper in
their 1966 World Cup triumph.

Branch secretary Frank Mitchell
is planning a trip to the camp site
in Germany next year. Details
from him at 6 Derwent House,
Timber Street, Elland, Halifax HX5
ODH (01422 376915).

Infantry Division, in particular 9
Infantry  Brigade = Workshops
between May and November
1944 to help by documenting
events, especially dates and loca-
tions. Recollections to WO2
(CSM) Chris Carling, 9 Fd Wksp, 6
Bn REME, TTA, Budds Lane,
Bordon, Hants GU35 0JE.

Korean War pilgrimages: The
British Korean Veterans Associa-
tion is organising two-week pil-
grimages to Korea next year for
veterans and their families and rel-
atives of those who died. Details
from Korea Specialist Travel
(BKVA Section), Rayner House,
23 Higher Hillgate, Stockport,
Cheshire SK1 3ER (please
enclose sae) ortel 0161 477 4521.

October

6: Aldershot militaria exhibition
and fair, The Maltings, Farnham,
Surrey.

22: Royal Marines in concert
tribute to composer Sir Vivian
Dunn, including Beating Retreat,
at the Guildhall, London, 7pm, in
aid of RM Museum and St John
Ambulance. For tickets (£50
including buffet and wine) call
01715 819385.

November

3: Royal British Legion (York
Branch) Festival of Remem-
brance, Barbican Centre, York.
Tickets on 01904 656688.

16: Classic military band con-
cert, Band of RAF College
Cranwell at Cranwell in aid of
SSAFA. (details: 01406 425550).

® 7o include public events in
this diary, contact the Editor.

Fast food at
Sennelager

THOUSANDS of soldiers will
remember the inadequate and
dingy “Cheshire” kitchen they
encountered at Sennelager.

The good news is that it has
been completely rebuilt at a cost
of £2.3 million and is now reck-
oned to be the most modern
kitchen in the British Army. Work
was finished a month ahead of
schedule thanks to some excel-
lent co-operation by local contrac-
tors.

Of the overall cost, £1.3 million
went on technical and cooking
equipment, and the facility is now
capable of producing 2,000
meals, or feeding between 500
and 800 hungry soldiers in the
space of just 90 minutes.

The Mayor of Paderborn, Herr
Wilhem Like, and the Comman-
der Training Support Command
(Germany), Brig Tresham Gregg,
formally opened the kitchen and
sampled the first meal.

Herr Like said it was so good
he now understood why the
morale of British troops was
always so high.

Mrs Babs Desmond seeks news
of 23996325 Pte Brian Desmond
who served in the Royal Pioneer
Corps in the 1960s-early 1970s.
Contact her on 0181-297 1389.

_CLOSURES

Glen Parva Sergeants’ Mess,
Wigston, Leicestershire will close
on March 31 next year. Donors of
presentations to the mess are
asked to state their wishes for
return  or  disposal. Items
unclaimed by December 31 will be
disposed of appropriately. Contact
WO1 (SSM) R Mousley, RPO
Leicester, 51 Saffron Road, South
Wigston, Leicester (Chilwell Mil
3610; civ 0116 2759610).
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BOOKS

Collecting Metal Shoulder Titles
by Ray Westlake. The collector’s
bible, updated 16 years after it
was first published. All you ever
wanted to know about metal titles
worn by units of the Regular Army,
Militia, Yeomanry, Volunteers, Ter-
ritorials and Cadets, with almost
2,000 photographs, packed into
200 pages. Pen & Sword, hard-
back, £19.95.

The Scottish Regiments by
Diana M Henderson. Territorial
Army officer’s colourful and infor-
mative survey, described by the
Duke of Edinburgh in his foreword
as a “lively and interesting histo-
ry”, has been revised and updated
and fully reflects the amalgama-
tions and other changes of the
early 1990s. HarperCollins,
paperback, £9.99.

The Independent Highland
Companies 1603-1760 by Peter
Simpson. This former officer of the
Black Watch has applied thorough
research methods to produce a
detailed account of a crucial
period in Scottish military history.
John Donald Publishers Ltd, Edin-
burgh; paperback, £15.

Gunfire Target: Six Years with
the Royal Artillery by Edward A
QOates. Second World War
gunner’s personal tribute to the
infantrymen of the 4th Indian Divi-
sion who fought alongside the
Royal Artillery. The Book Guild
Ltd, hardback, £15.95.

A Sapper's War by Leonard
Watkins. Straight-from-the-hip stuff
telling the brutal truth about life as
“‘one of the ranks” during the
Second World War. Full marks for
courage and honesty. Minerva
Press, paperback, £8.99.

Arrogance on the Battlefield: A
Primary Cause of Defeat by J
Lee Ready. Case studies from
1755 (Braddock in America) to the
Gulf War show how over-confi-
dence in human resources or
equipment can lead to failure.
Arms & Armour, hardback, £25.

V for Schweik: Ten Stories of
World War Il by Eric Davidson.
Brief, moving and humorous tales
evoking the spirit of the ordinary
soldier. Little, Brown, paperback,
£6.99.

SAS Gulf Warriors by Steve
Crawford. Claims to paint a
“remarkably vivid picture” of “what
SAS operations were really like
behind Iraqi lines”. Simon & Schus-
ter, large-format paperback, £12.99.

The Brylcreem Boy by Bob Free-
man. For those who enjoyed Bob’s
autobiographical The Soldier Boy
(reviewed in our June 24 issue)
this sequel tells in similar ebullient
vein of his days as an RAF erk.
George Mann Books of Maid-
stone, paperback, £6.95(UK only).
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DID Martin Bormann,
Hitler’s private secretary, die

in Berlin in 1945 - or had he
by then been spirited away to
England, with a new identity?

What strikes the reviewer
first about Op ¥B: The Last
Great Secret of the Second World
War, which argues the latter
case apparently from a posi-
tion of authority, is that the
author, publisher and even the
PR people seem to go out of
their way to sow seeds of
doubt about its credibility.

It is worth bearing in mind
that Op 7B is an abbreviation
for “Operation James Bond”.
Indeed, 007’s creator, Ian
Fleming, who took the Bond
name from an ornithologist,
plays a leading role in this
“fabulous” tale of cloak-and-
dagger derring-do. To Flem-
ing is accredited  the
code-name Pooh; Churchill
was Tigger and Hitler, Rabbit.

Bormann, allegedly wanted
alive because he alone had
access to the Nazi loot stashed
away in numbered Swiss bank
accounts, was Piglet.

The author, Christopher
Creighton (code-name Christo-
pher Robin, real name John
Christopher Ainsworth-Davis,
actor, writer, director, musi-
cian, Second World War
secret intelligence officer),
starts his preface: “I am well
aware that many readers will
find this story incredible.

“All I can say is that I have
done my best to write the
truth about an operation
which took place more than
50 years ago and of which — by
its very nature — few records
survive.”

Creighton, who says

Like Bond, this is
absolutely fabulous

Eil

Martin Bormann

Churchill, Mountbatten and
Fleming urged him to write
the story at an appropriate
time, ends the preface: “I
repeat: this is my personal
story; it is not a history, and I
claim nothing.”

In a press release accompa-
nying the book, the PR people
say: “If it 45 true and Martin
Bormann really was brought
out of Germany in a top secret

Op JB: The Last Great Secret of
the Second World War by
Christopher Creighton, Simon &
Schuster, hardback, £14.99.

The Hunt for Martin Bormann:
The Truth by Charles Whiting.
Leo Cooper Pen & Sword Paper-
back, £9.95.

commando raid . . . then this
is the most important untold
story of the Second World
War.

“Equally, if it is a mere fab-
rication . . . this fantastic story
can be read as a masterly piece
of fiction.

“Bormann was allegedly
secreted down the waterways
of northern Germany in a raid

approved by Churchill, King
George VI and President Roo-
sevelt.

“Sadly, it seems doubtful
whether we will ever know the
truth of this bizarre story. It
certainly beggars belief that
Bormann ended up living just
a couple of hours’ drive from
Churchill’s own home at
Chartwell, yet war does so
often throw up the strange and
unbelievable.”

In a separate preface the
publisher, Simon and Schus-
ter, says it has not been able to
verify the author’s account by
independent research.

“In the end, readers will
have to make their own judge-
ments about what they
believe. What is not in doubt
is that this book is a thrilling
story from a remarkable
man.”

It is no coincidence that
Charles Whiting’s story of
Bormann, first published in
America in 1973, has been
brought out in a revised
paperback edition by Leo
Cooper.

The publicity for The Hunt
Sfor Martin Bormann: The Truth
refers to Op ¥B and asks: “Is
this yet another in a long line
of ‘so- called sightings’»”

Whiting, who has
researched the Bormann story
and interviewed the leading
participants in all the hunts
since 1945, has no doubt
about what happened and
makes no bones about it.

No bones, that is, apart
from recording that a skeleton
found in Berlin in 1972 was
identified as that of Bormann.
There was evidence that
cyanide had been taken. - CH

]

Somme

TONIE and Valmai Holt are
convincing guides to the major
battlefields of the First World
War.

Their latest book, Major &
Mrs Holt’s Bartlefield Guide to
the Somme, is a definitive guide
for visitors to the region.

Tonie, a professional soldier
for 20 years, and Valmai, an
expert on the writers and

Major & Mrs Holt’s Battlefield
Guide to the Somme by Tonie
and Valmai Holt. Leo Cooper,
paperback, £12.95.

artists of the war, have put
together four interesting itiner-
aries for the battlefield trav-
eller.

Illustrated in colour, the
guide contains a wealth of

guide passes test

detail on the war cemeteries,
memorials and preserved
trenches of the Somme.
Stories of heroism and
tragedy are interwoven with
information to help the visitor.
This reviewer used the guide
during a recent pilgrimage. It
was a useful research aid and
reference source. And its accu-
racy was never in doubt. - L]M

PEACE BE WITH YOU

Even if

you feel
a gun

INn your

back . ..

SHOULD anyone be deluded
that the life of a typical British
Army chaplain is anything less
than eventful, the schedule of
the Rev Ian Evans during one
week in September 1995 will
disprove the theory.

The life led by Fr Evans and
other priests in former
Yugoslavia is described in The
Cross on the Sword: Catholic
Chaplains in the Forces as “one
of prayer, sacraments, talking
with ‘the lads’ and movement
between outposts.”

The “lads” in Ian’s care were
cavalry, engineers, signallers,
infantry, medics and loggies.
For some, especially in outly-
ing detachments, he was their
only visitor.

Although ostensibly based at
Split on the Adriatic, the chap-
lain would sleep in five differ-
ent places every week during a
six-month operational tour.

A  weekly parish round
involved “a drive of almost 900
kilometres of dangerous routes,
in most places little more than
mountain mule-tracks improved
by Royal Engineers, snow-
bound in winter, always requir-
ing driving skill and constant
vigilance.”

In the documentary style of
the book its authors, Tom
Johnstone and Dr James
Hagerty, then fill in the details
in Fr Evans’s own words.

East of Gornji Vakuf, he is
taking pictures of a desecrated
church when he is yelled at by a
militiaman wielding an AK-47.

“I turned my camera on him
and he disappeared, or so I
thought. On my way out of the
building I felt the muzzle of a
rifle on my shoulder pushing
me out the door.

“I shouted to my driver . . .I
tried calmly to walk away but I
must admit to waiting to hear

At the front: Father Martin Caddell, a Roman Catholic priest, worships with British troops serving in Bosnia

the sound of his
AK-47 . . . we
drove away and
then he ‘opened-
up’ over the roof
of the Land
Rover”.

Military clerics have rarely
been very far away from gun-
fire or, before that, the clash of
swords on armour and the
sound of arrows flying through
the air. As the Rt Rev Francis
Walmsley, Bishop-in-Ordinary
to HM Forces, points out in his

The Cross on the Sword:
Catholic Chaplains in the
Forces by Tom Johnstone and
James Hagerty. Published by
Geoffrey Chapman, hardback
£40, paperback £19.99.

foreword, priests
accompanied the
Crusades and
chaplains  were
present at Crecy
and Agincourt.
In more
recent times many Roman
Catholic chaplains, Irish as
well as British, have been deco-
rated for valour under fire and
many have died in action.
Set against the broad sweep
of history, the Royal Army
Chaplains’ Department itself

is a mere youngster at just 200
vears old.

In 338 pages Johnstone and
Hagerty cover much if not all
of the ministry of Catholic
chaplains over those two cen-
turies, with sections devoted to
all the major conflicts up to
and including the Gulf.

Their book’s wealth of detail
and documentation proclaim a
feat of dedication and research
which succeeds admirably as a
chronicle and tribute in this
bicentennial year. - CH

Recognition for Rats of Tobruk

NOTES on the dust-jacket of
Tobruk: The Great Siege
Reassessed imply a new look at
the battle in which the Desert
Rats and Montgomery tasted
victory against Rommel.

It’s not really that at all, but
another view of how the tide
was turned in North Africa as
Rommel and the Afrika Korps
were expelled out of the theatre
in May 1943.

It is also a plea for recogni-
tion on behalf of the brave sol-
diers of Britain’s 70th division.

Frank Harrison was one of
four signalmen left behind as
HQ Signals to a tank brigade
during the retreat from
Tobruk, and it’s pretty obvious

from his description of events
leading up to, during and
beyond the longest siege in
British military history that he
had been burning to write his
assessment ever since.

The author says he has writ-
ten the book because the role

Tobruk - The Great Siege
Reassessed by Frank Harrison.
Arms & Armour, hardback, £25.

of the British 70th Division in
defending the Tobruk corridor
has never been fully recognized
for its heroism.

He asks: “Why is it one divi-
sion [the Australian 9th] was
lauded, and the other
ignored?”

His answer is another ques-
tion: “Could it be because the
first belonged to the Australian
Imperial Army, whose nation
recognises its heroes, while the
second was composed of
British county and regional
regiments which have always
been taken for granted by its
nation?”

A strong claim, but he sets
out to boost 70 Div’s place in
history with his account and
“to redress the balance; to
place the British 70th Division
where it belongs - on the plinth
alongside the Australian 9th
Division, as joint heroes of the
siege and break-out at
Tobruk”. - JM
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EPAULETTE
SLIDES

For officers or other ranks. With
or without unit designation.
S.A.E. for price list.

Lancashire Embroidery & Insignia Ltd,
Knowsley Industrial Park North,
Kirby, Liverpool L33 7SA.

Phone: 0151-546 5161/2

EMBROIDERED
SWEATERS SWEATSHIRTS
POLO SHIRTS BADGES
PRINTED
TEESHIRTS SWEATSHIRTS
BADGES COFFEE MUGS
AND LOTS MORE!
ALL FROM ONE SUPPLIER
No artwork or setting up costs on the majority of
our goods. High quality, competitive prices and
prompt delivery. BFPO tax-free service.
Send for our new price list:
REYNOLDS SPORTS
51/52 HIGHSTREET, LINCOLN LN5 8AP

Tel: 01522 513333 Fax: 01522 530383

EMBROIDERED LEISUREWEAR
& BADGES PLUS T-SHIRT &
SWEATSHIRTS

* Ties x Sporisbags
& Golf umbrellas
+ Baseball caps
Embroidered garments — Free original 24+
printed sweats and T-shirts, min gty 36
Badges — embroidered — min gty 25

Enamelled — min 100

Blazer badges — min 5§
Ties — woven — min 50, printed min 36

Baseball caps min 50

Sports bags min 50

1l
ok
UNIFORMS

MADE TO MEASURE
Mess Dress P.O.A.
Officers No. 2 Dress £395.00

OR's No.1 Dress £295.00
Officers No.1 Dress £325.00
S.B. Blazer £150.00
D.B. Blazer £175.00
Dinner Suit T/Wool £220.00
Dinner Suit Wool £250.00
Civilian Suits from £185.00

‘All prices subject to V.AT. where apgicabie
48Hr or 2 Week Make up
Michael Jay Tailoring
5 TOMO BUSINESS PARK
STOWMARKET, SUFFOLK 1P14 5AY
TEL: 01379783736 FAX: 01379 783898

@ English-made

sweat shirts
@ T-shirts single
& multi-coloured
designs
@® Embroidered
V-neck jumpers
also many other items
VISTA SPORTSLTD.
Vista House, 28 High Street, Merstham,
Surrey RH1 3EA.
Tel: 01737 645113 Fax: 01737 645892

LOST MEDALS
REPLACED IN RECORD TIME
FULL SIZE & MINIATURE
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE
WRITE OR PHONE FOR QUOTATION
RAYMOND D HOLDICH
Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre
7 Whitcomb Street
London WC2H 7THA
Tel: 0171-930 1979

0374 133493 o8
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Why not surprise
i her with a
ubscription 1o . %
G ? Each
month we send your
il loved one a
i matching set - hand
gm wrapped with a personal message:
Phone or fax for further details and a free colour

brochure
s ,f/&fyw'r}'

PO Box 10595, London SW1V 4ZH

Tel: 0171-834 8899 Fax: 0171-834 8833

‘The . /f(mlﬁ'{t ] grf/ £ l‘l:qt'!‘f‘(’ .‘/%’0/.’:/(' !

Golf umbrellas min 25

Write phone or
fax for colour

n brochure to
Kilcreggan,
Dunbartonshire
G84 0JN

Tel 0143684 2581/2716 Fax: 0143684 2854

E MOTIFS

@ MICHAEL JAY
Exclusive HAND CUT
TAILORING

For your
MADE TO MEASU HF b
Uniforms Suits ete 2@
we offer

® 14 day Make or

™ 48 hr EXPRESS

¥ Keen prices
jﬁrsl class fit

¥ High quality

¥ Excellent payment terms

Local agent o measure In most areas’
Tel: 01379 783736
Fax: 01379 783898
As our customers say:
The service is simply unbeaiable
5 TOMO BUSINESS PARK, STOWMARKET, SUFFOLK 1P14 SAY
e e

i

Contact:

COSTELLO

CIVIL & MILITARY BESPOKE TAILORS

LADIES & GENTS
MESS DRESS
SPECIALISTS

+ INTEREST FREE CREDIT
¢+ All Accessories Supplied.
Shirts, Bow Ties, Medals
George Boots, Badges, etc.
« For All Your Uniform, Suit
& Blazer Requirements.

UK 284-294 Ley St. llford Essex IG1 4BS
UK TEL: 0181 478 2780
GERMANY TEL: 05252 4631

U.K. MADE OLIVE

GREEN T-SHIRTS

HUNDREDS OF
EMBROIDERED
STOCK DESIGNS
AVAILABLE.

CREDIT TERMS AVAILABLE
TO H.M. FORCES

PRINTED or Entbrocderned,

TO YOUR OWN DESIGN , & A

* * * * *

+ SWEATERS » CAPS

For FREE colour brochure from}

| the U.K's

T-SHIRTS
SWEATSHIRTS
POLOSHIRTS
RUGBY SHIRTS _;
DRILL TOPS

s leading supplier to

H.M. Forces contact:

TEES TOTAL

High Street,Wootton Bassett,
Swindon,Wilts SN4 7AB

TEL:(01793) 849888

FAX:(01793) 849890 §




COMPETITION 646

These pictures are from
our Frank Finch cartoon
archives. Find ten differ-
ences in detail and you
could be £50 richer or win
a new book. Circle the
differences in the bottom
picture, cut out the whole
panel, add your name and
address and send to
HOAY 646, Soldier,
Ordnance Road, Aldershot
GU11 2DU by October 18.
Do not include anything

OBSERVANT
ARE YOU?

else in your envelope.
More than one entry can
be submitted but photo-
copies cannot be accepted.
The first correct entries
drawn will be the winners.
No correspondence of any
kind can be entered into.
The names of the
winner of the £50 first
prize and two runners-up
(awarded book prizes) will
be announced in the
November 11 issue.

Name : (Give rank or title)

Address :

Competition No 643 (August 19): First correct entry drawn
was from Mr R G Kensett, of Northampton, who wins £50.
Book prizes go to runners-up Cpl Purna Psd Limbu, 3
RGR, Church Crookham, Hants and Mr L H Scribbins, of
Taunton, Somerset.

e e e e e e )

""""""""""" Subscribeto

SOLDIER

The official magazine of the British Army
OVERSEAS

One year £23.00 d One year £32.20
Two years  £40.00 d Two years  £60.00

Send your cheque/PO (made payable to "SOLDIER") to:
SOLDIER, Ordnance Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU

Q
Q

NAME:

ADDRESS: ) .

POSTCODE: ~ . TEL:
(PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS) 30/09

Lo o o e o e e e e e e e e e e
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Kinlet Hall Bewdley Worcestershire
A happy family-run school for boys and girls 7 to 13+
Moffats has close, longstanding ties with Service families

@ Over 90% of our pupils are full boarders

® High standards, with small classes and sensible discipline
® All games and riding taught in our 100-acre grounds

@ Our own escorts to and from airports and stations

@ Hospitality and fun for children in at half-term and exeats.

Prospectus from the joint Heads, Mark and Alexandra Daborn
Telephone: Kinlet (01299) 841230. Fax: (01299) 841444

, QUEEN VICTORIA SCHOOL

DUNBLANE
PERTHSHIRE FK15 0] Y

CO-EDUCATIONAL BOARDING SCHOOL
STABLE, UNINTERRUPTED EDUCATION FOR
270 PUPILS AGED 11 - 18 YEARS TERMLY FEES £150
ELIGIBILITY EXTENDED TO INCLUDE:CHILDREN OF ALL SERVING
PERSONNEL (INCLUDING OFFICERS) WHO ARE SERVING OR HAVE
SERVED IN SCOTLAND(SCOTTISH NATIONALITY NO LONGER A
REQUIREMENT)

PASTORAL AND CURRICULAR
PASTORAL CARE TAKES A HIGH PRIORITY WITH CAREERS GUIDANCE,
PERSONAL AND SOCIAL EDUCATION WIDE CURRICULUM FOLLOWING
THE SCOTTISH EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM FULL PROGRAMME OF SPORTING,
CULTURAL AND SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT
FOR PROSPECTUS AND FURTHER INFORMATION
WRITE TO OR TELEPHONE THE HEADMASTER OR BURSAR:

TEL: (01786) 822288 FAX: 031 3102926

OSWESTRY SCHOOL

Independent co-educational day and boarding school
Founded in 1407, one of the oldest schools in England.
A caring and friendly community where high standards are expected.
Excellent academic results across a wide range of subjects.

Many exciting opportunities in sport, music and drama.
Leadership training within the C.C.F. and Duke of Edinburgh Award Schemes.
Attractive site overlooking the Shropshire Plain but within walking distance of the
market town of Oswestry.

Flexible boarding arrangements.

Easy access to Manchester and Birmingham airports.
Scholarships and bursaries available at 9, 11, 13, and 16.

Discount on fees available for Service Children.

For further information and a prospectus please contact:

P. K. Smith, Esq., M.A. (Cantab.), ER.G.S. - Headmaster
Oswestry School, Upper Brook Street, Oswestry, Shropshire SY11 2TL.
Tel: 01691 655711 Fax: 01691 671194

C.V. EXPRESS
Confidential Consultations, Advice, Draft & NEED A CV?
Master Copies, Free Disc Storage & Re-Type For free details contact the
Services, over 2200 type Fonts and more than 20 specialists in FORCES' CVs
different Media Presentation types available. (Established 1981)
Complete package providing Unbeatable Quality. Forces Dept.
For an Information Pack PO Box 573,
please Phone or Write to: Sutton Coldfieid,

Mr MacDonald Wé!’ SM'sbd';Tds

=) AEgent‘{CIose.‘Ha:‘Il Rna;t Hull, 0121-355 2187
Tt 010254 pn o s SERVICES |
MILITARY CV SERVICES

~ ~
‘ } - for Military
C S personnel
Professionally prepared. Compelling styles.
Quality content. Impeccable presentation.
Competitive price. Nation/World-wide service,

Laser printing. Free client CV storage.
CVs for Military/Civilian jobs, Resumes,

The original CV service for HM Forces:
established in 1984

A world-wide CV firm run by a former

Army officer and current full-time career

consultant. Past clients include men and

women of all ranks from every part of the

THE
DUKE OF YORK’S
ROYAL MILITARY SCHOOL

DOVER

@ Exclusively for the sons and daughters of members and

retired members of the British Army, RAF and
RN/RM.

@ 475 pupils 11+ to 18 all boarders, 110 Sixth Formers.

@ Caring family atmosphere.
@ Pupil : Teacher ratio 10 : 1. Average class size 16.

@ Excellent record in GCSE, BTEC National Diploma,
GCE A Level and in the numbers entering university.

@ Low fees of £250 per term whether serving or retired.

@ Ask about the value added dimension to our academic
work.

Further enquiries to:

Headmaster
The Duke of York’s School
Dover CT15 5EQ
Phone: (01304) 245024

ERCICE . cr O el ki i The Principal, Welbeck College,
Dept (A), 2 TERN GARDENS, 62';;_’;"{4“'3:::& WOI'kSOp, Notts S80 3LN
PLYMPTON, PLYMOUTH. PL7 3HZ SO BTN »
_ Tel/Fax 01752 - 344842 arrs) | Q=i o v . Telephone: 01909 476326

Welbeck
College

A unique co-educational sixth form
boarding school for potential Army
Officers.

* Guaranteed entry to University or
Sandhurst.

* Guaranteed salary on successful completion
of "A’ levels.

Specialising in Maths and the Sciences.
Maximise your academic potential.
Maximise your mental and physical fitness.

* % % %

A friendly co-educational working
atmosphere with highly motivated students.

»*

Excellent MoD funded facilities at minimal
cost to parents.

Further details from:
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Franchises

are 5 times more likely to succeed
than independent start-ups

Visit the National Franchise Exhibition

T H E

National| 4-6 October 1996 NEC Birmingham
FRANCHISE

exvisition| [l Nee 0 exhibitors
W Free advice from lawyers/banks

M Free seminars

Call 01203 426461 for your FREE information pack and
discounted tickets

BUSINESS§ =
» [ranchise »
The monthly magazine providing news, advice & details
on current franchises available

Blenheim Group Plc

TRAIN TO BE A

BODYGUARD

Excel Security have been providing Bodyguards to the rich,
famous (and not so famous) for many years. Our comprehensive
training course was fully featured on Channel 4’s “Cutting Edge”.
Our ex-students work all over the world. The training is very
thorough and quite demanding. Whilst our main occupation is the
provision of Trained Bodyguards, we do hold around four training
courses a year for those who wish to start a new career in the Close
Protection Industry. Could you be a Bodyguard? Please send for
our free information pack and find out. The courses can be done
whilst serving or on resettlement. Obtain your free information
pack by calling 0181 770 7955 during office hours or writing to:

CP Training Division,

Excel Security (1988) Limited,
51 Lower Road, Sutton,
Surrey SM1 4QR.

7, Regal Military I
%(M Tailors
ey Military and Civilian Tailors -

&=2 3c Westfield House, Broad Lane, Bramley, Leeds LS13 3HA
We offer the finest in Military and Civil Bespoke Tailoring,
for Officers and S.N.C.O.s.
All garments are made to measure and are fitted
by our Craftsmen.
We use only regimentally approved materials and
all work is carried out on our own premises.

We also carry a full range of accoutrements from stock.
We offer a discount off bulk orders.

Telephone/fax 0113 2361091

Regal Military Tailors, 3c Westfield House, Broad Lane,
Bramley, Leeds LS13 3HA .

LT

SIOLDIEREVIAR:: e

Catahend of
th'EJRES LTS
How?

The way ahead is to take a low cost,
high profit, mobile Market Stall Franchise
with The Traditional Hardware Company.
Our experienced management team have developed a

unique franchising concept which puts you in command of

your own business. Our proven system allows you to earn a
substantial income operating a business on your local
markets. We are part of one of Europe's largest suppliers of
DIY/Hardware products, so you can be confidant that we're
here to help you all the way. You can work with the new
fully mobile trailer unit or the more traditional top
quality all-weather market stall.
With over 650 product lines that we know people will buy all the
year round, you have a 'ready to run business'.
We run a comprehensive training program to cover all the
aspects of running the business.
Your investment will be low but the rewards will be high.
For further details contact us soon-
that's how to get ahead.

Thaditional Hardwanre

COMPANY

I.P.Turner Director of Sales and Marketing
Traditional Hardware Company Ltd
Parsonage Way Trading Estate Chippenham Wiltshire SN15 5PN
Telephone 01793 724663 Fax 01793 724015

=y . =
2 JR Sculpting
F are pleased to present “The Scruffs”

Designed, manufactured and available exclusively from
J R Sculpting, these beautiful soldier figurines are handcast in resin
and individually hand painted.
Each figurine (approx 6") is only £24.95 (inc p&p)
Uniform of your choice available (minimum order 100)
“The Scruffs” are a unique gift for Birthdays, Retirements, Christmas,
etc. If you would like your badge on the beret or a particular colour,
please send a photograph.
Please make cheques payable to | R Sculpting and send to:
60 Blythsford Road, Hall Green, Birmingham B28 OUR

Include details of figurine required. Please allow 28 days for delivery

D1t

BADGE/CREST IN FULL COLOUR
IN THIS DESIGN AND MANY OTHERS

£32.50 post free
(UK & BFPO addresses

)
MessKit Products
P.0.BOX 20
EVESHAM, WORCS., WR11 4YY
Tel: 01386 443852
PRI enquiries welcomed
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MESS DRESS

Made to
Measure Mess

Dress for
Officers & NCO'’s

The finest quality
uniforms from the
specialist Military tailor
o+
Interest Free Credit
o+
Full Medal Service
<
Our representatives are
in regular attendance
at most units and
will call on request
3
Call the specialist
Military tailor on

Germany, 0171 526 1340
Ansaphone, 05751 15087
UK, +44 (0)113 282 6102

UNIF@RMAL

Uniformal Ltd., Meynell Avenue,
Rothwell, Yorkshire LS26 ONU.

B e e etes

AT AT IS
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AT

BRITAIN’S LEADING SUPPLIER OF KIT TO THE PROFESSIONALS

sleeping bag.
| Insulates down to

| zero degrees. Packs
i 58 very small. £55.99
Full range of SnugPak and Military
Issue sleeping bags available.
Goretex Military Issue Bivvy Bags
also in stock.

AT TS TSI AT LA TSI LTI TTTI]

T-Shirts, Sweatshirts,
Polos, Rugby Shirts,
Hooded Tops,
Singlets,

Baseball Hats, Ties,

Embroidered Badges

& Jumpers, Pennants,

Mugs, Sports Bags & Holdalls,
Jog/Track Suits & Shell Suits.

A S PROMOTIONS
12 Avenue Industrial Estate
Justin Road, London E4 8SU
Telephone: 0181-523 3283
Fax:0181-531 7298

MINIATURE MEDALS

Return of post Service
Example of prices.-
CB: £32; CBE: £20; MC/DCM/MM/QGM: £11;
OBE/MBE/BEM: £9; MSM: £10; LS & GC: £6;
Coronation/Jubilee Medal: £8; UN Cyprus: £6;
UN Bosnia: £6; Accumulated CSM: £6;
S/Atlantic + rosette: £6; GSM G.VI.R. with clasp:
£7; GSM/CSM with clasp: £6; Gulf Medal with
clasp: £6; Second War Stars: £2 each;
Defence/War Medals: £4 each. Miniature
Mounting Bars for D.I.Y. mounting: 1 space —£1;
2-£1.10;3-£1.20;4-£1.30; 5-£1.40; 6 -£1.50;
7-£1.60;8~£1.80;9 - £2.00; 10 - £2.20.
plus 17.5% V.A.T. and £1 postage
® 7day medal mounting service for
full-size and miniatures in both ‘ordinary’ and
‘court’ style.
® Full-size medals supplied
* Wire Blazer Badges ® Mess Kit Badges
® Display cases, medal ribbon, mounting
bars, ribbon bars etc.

Competitive Prices. First-class quality and
delivery guaranteed.

Send for comprehensive catalogue to the
Medal Specialists
(25p stamp appreciated):
MINIATURE MEDALS (SM)
30 COVENTRY ROAD, BURBAGE,
LEICESTERSHIRE LE10 2HP.
Telephone: (01455) 239262

_ PLCE Chest R

iy

Genuine Issue. 3 ammo, 2
utility Pouches. Main body of
rig is a large storage area.

DPM or Green £44.99

Stay Warm
and comfortable. —~
Buffalo Sp6 Shirts: £79.99
Olive or Black

Original Mountain Shirts

All other Buffalo kit

VISTA TIES

Over 300 individual Regimental
designs held in stock in Silk
and Polyester.

TéES

For your own design we offer a
free coloured visual by return.
Printed or woven designs.
Polyester, Silk/Polyester or Silk Cloth.
Minimum order 25 printed ties.

VISTA TIES, 28 HIGH STREET,
MERSTHAM, SURREY RH1 3EA.
TEL: 01737 645113

FAX: 01737 645892

HAVE YOU LOST
YOUR MEDALS?

Consult the experts.
We can replace full size
medals and supply miniatures.

A fast, efficient service.

THE VETERANS’
MEDAL OFFICE

PO Box 61, Dallington,
Heathfield, TN21 9ZS
Tel: 01435 830111

MILITARY INSIGNIA

32 page illustrated catalogue lists hundreds
and hundreds of British insignia — anodised,
bullion, hackles, DZ flashes, s/titles, Para
wings, officers’ badges, arm bands etc.
Also 20 page illustrated French Foreign
Legion catalogue listing ALL
legion insignia.

Send £2 (British)

and £1 (French)

MIKE LAPWORTH
26 SOUTHDOWN ROAD
BRISTOL BS9 3NL

—

4

EMBROIDERED & PRI

SPORTS & LEISUREW

FOR THE PROFESSIONALS FROM THE PROFESSIONALS
Sweaters — Sweatshirts
T Shirts - Sports shirts
Rugby & Hockey Jerseys
Shorts Socks & Ties

FULL DESIGN & PERSONALISED SERVICE
NO MINIMUM ORDER

JENKINS KNITWEAR

5 VERNON PLACE

NORTHERN COURT
BASFORD NOTTINGHAM NG6 ODE
Tel: (Nottm) 0115 9274469

THE GOLD WIRE BADGE COMPANY

GOLD WIRE BLAZER BADGES £9.00
FRAMED GOLD WIRE BADGES £11.00 6"x6"
WHITE COTTON GLOVES £3.50
FAIRBAIRN-SYKES COMMANDO KNIVES
(Black) £21.50
BLACK BERETS £7.00
REGIMENTAL TIES & BOWS £8.30
WHITE LEATHER GAUNTLETS £19.00
ONE-OFFs, A SPECIALITY
11 Dalehead Drive, Shaw,

Oldham, Lancs OL2 8TJ.
Fax/Telephone 01706 846648

]

£72.99: QOlive
stocked

DPM Tactical Vest:
Latest issue £125.00
SAS /PARA smocks:
All sizes

¢ DPM Tropicals in stock

PRO-BOOTS

Latest issue Goretex severe
weather boots. Speed lace.
Waterproof. Durable.
Breathable.
Special offer

£80.00

CWCG10
£57.99 - £65.99

Military Issue Watches - Analogue & Chronograph
Military Watch straps in stock
CWC are genuine issue. Beware of imports with

Rucksack 125

Seiko Chrono

SAS/Para Bergen
litre.

Genuine £185.00 3 cxlcmn]. pockets | make a 35 litre day Ifl(] litre. Bottom
Waterproof Butyle | patrol pack.Cordura | zip entry, side
Nylon outer, very | outer, lightweight | pouches zip off to

heavy duty. Genuine

i

PLCE Bergen 125
litre. Side pouches

Berghaus
Cyclops2 Vulcan

and durable. Only | make day pack

A §

A o sl ticg rics - issue £189.99 £145.00 Bargain £175.00
£ g = Danner / Matterhorn Boots : 1) Army Issue Assault Boots
- For severe weatheruse 25 m M New £39.99
= Thinsulate insulation i orn P 2) Goretex Army Issue Boot Liners.
% Goretex e : ._: Kes‘p _\"nur. feet dry and warm.
‘; ¢ Vibram Commando soles ) . U‘fl'd calflength) New £14.99
Y i Phone for details 3) (;‘r::\‘:fnf“;::e: fﬁ":gt‘;\q
4 -»{ ; and best UK prices 3 7 cun S

Cushion sole, Only £2.99 pr.

SILVERMAN'S LTD s,
2 HARFORD ST.
MILE END
LONDON E1 4PS

P&P £2.99 AN
SIZE ORDER
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THE LEADING SPECIALISTS
TAX FREE EXPORT
TAX PAID UK

SCE HOTLINE
UK 01367 241225

We offer you the LOWEST PRICES on a wide range of

NEW CARS

Advanced Car Exports

Official PEUGEOT Agents

Please contact: Stan Bateman, Advanced Car Exports,
53A High Road, Bushey Heath, Herts, WD2 1EE
Tel: 0181-950 0500 (or fax 0181-950 8511)

Tax Free Sales?
Advertise in

SOLDIER
SOLDIER reaches about 150,000 readers
every fortnight

Tel: 01252 347352  Fax: 01252 347358
E-mail: solmag @ mail.army.mod.uk

RAMGERS

PEUGEOT MAIN DEALER
BETWEEN BULFORD CAMP AND LARKHILL

1= Forces discounts on full Peugeot
Range*

= Finance at competitive rates

= A convenient and generous trade-in
facility

WHEN YOU'VE TRIED THE REST
THEN COME TO THE BEST
BUY DIRECT FROM THE U.K.’s No. 1
EXPORT DEALER
Ring Rick Barton 01980 653434, from Germany 0044 1980 653434 or write
to: Rangers TMs, Rangers Garage, FREEPOST, Durrington, Salisbury,
Wilts SP4 8BR, England (no stamp required).

POST THIS COUPON FOR OUR FREE INFORMATION PACK
NAME AND RANK ...ttt
ADDRESS.....ccoiuiiviissinsinereririsisissassiiiissinssesassiniassissaisasssersssesssssassssssasionts

UNIT s DEL. REQBY..........cooviormrrrmremsrsrensensenes

laminterestedin ..o ‘

Part exchange details ..............ccccooviviieiccnnnne
Country of US€.......cooevrrererrircciie, S

SOLDIER o

ma“Zia
Tax Free Sales

* Immediate delivery on most models
* Full UK spec * Low/no deposit finance
* Part exchange * Continental delivery
* 323 from £8,949 x 626 from £9,699
MX5 from £9,899
EXCLUSIVE EXPORT AGENT FOR
BFG AND BENELUX
POOL AUTOS

7020 Maons, Belgium
Tel: (65) 728836 Fax: (65) 724467
Serving the Services since 1968

Please forward details on:
323[] 62611 MX3[] MX5[] MXB[] Xedos[]
Other makes [ ..o, LHD,/RHD

e German or UK delivery
e RHD or LHD programme
e Used Car Sales in Germany

e Demonstration Vechicles at
Super Savings

e Finance — dm. or Sterling

SOVEREIGN FREEPOST, Station Road, Tidworth, Wilts SP9 7BR

NAME AND RANK
ADDRESS............ccoune

FREEPHONE
INSTANT ACTION

ot e Germany 0130-8544-96
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GIFASSTEIED!

[ PomPals |

REPLIES. To reply to a pen pal, write
a letter and send it to Soldier Magazine
at the address below. The Box number
must be CLEARLY written in the
TOP LEFT CORNER of the
envelope. Your envelope must be no
larger than 8" x 4" and should only
contain a letter, and photograph if
requested. Replies received more than
three months after the cover date and
large, heavy, or poorly addressed
envelopes will not be forwarded.

TO ADVERTISE FOR A PEN
PAL. Please send for details

enclosing a stamped self-
addressed envelope to: Soldier
Magazine, Ordnance Road,

Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU.

Mary, 35, 5'4", blue eyes and black
hair. Enjoys clubbing/pubbing,
swimming, music. This single mum
would like male pen pals aged 23-29.
P824 20096

June, 42, 5'1", slim built brunette with
GSOH. Divorced with no children.
Enjoys aromatherapy, music, football,
travel and dining out. Seeks friendly
male pen pals aged 38-45, P825 2005

Maggie, 27, 5'6", brown/red hair.
Enjoys socialising and science fiction.
She is also studying accounts. Seeking
male pen pals aged 25-40. P826 2096

Carole, 25, 5'2", green eyes and
brown hair. An infant teacher who
enjoys socialising, swimming, water
aerobics, aromatherapy and music.
Seeking fun loving male pen pals aged
25-30. P827 2096

Mel, 24, 5'8", slim with black short
hair and blue eyes. A fun loving, easy
going person who enjoys travelling,
swimming, socialising and shopping!
Seeking male pen pals aged 25-30.
P828 20196

Gentleman, 47, in need of TLC!
Slimmish with fair hair and a good
sense of humour, he enjoys walking,
cinema, horse riding and most sports.
Seeking female pen pals aged 40-50.
P829 2096

Tracey, 22, 5'2", brown eyes and hair.
Enjoys Keep Fit, pubs,clubs, cinema,
walking and the countryside. Seeking
like minded male pen pals aged 24-35
for steady correspondence. P830 2096

Susan, 38, 5'4", dark blonde hair,
green eyes and a GSOH! Enjoys music,
reading and travelling. Seeking male
pen pals of any age. P831 2006

Lynn, blonde, blue eyes, keen sports
woman who enjoys travelling, cars
(especially vintage cars), animals and
walking. An avid correspondent who
would like male pen pals in their late
20's. P832 20096

Lorraine, 36, 5'5", slim blonde with
hazel eyes. A hard working student
nurse who enjoys dancing, keeping fit
and socialising. Seeking male pen pals
aged 30-40 with GSOH. P833 2006

CONTACTS INTERNATIONAL.
Let your letters travel the globe and
make new friends world-wide. To join
write to Contacts International, Pen
Pal mag, PO Box 92, Chorley,
England PR7 4GB. AS96

[ Boams

Military History Books. SAE for
catalogue. Purchase of books in good
condition on land warfare. Free spe-
cialist booksearch. John McKenzie,
Carpenters, Cary Road, North Cad-
bury, Yeovil, Somerset BA22 7DE.
Tel: 01963 440557.

38

“Head-dress Badges
of the British Army”
by Kipling and King. The collectors’ Bible.
Volume One (1800-1920)
Volume Two (1920-1995)
£107.50 the set, posted. Only 25 sets left
in stock. Vol Two £42.50 posted.
H L & P King, 3 Saxon Croft,
Farnham,GU9 7QB.
(Tel. 01252 716303).

| BUsiness ©pps |

 DELIGHTFUL |
- BLACKPOOL HOTEL
in Prime Location
_ Run by Ex -Serviceman
Special discount rates for members of HM
Forces and their families for holidays,
 breaks and functions. Prices include Kjll
English breakfast and five course evening

el e o
Holmhurst Hotel
14 Reads Avenue,
Blackpool Central :
Telephone: 01253 25977
Proprietor:Tony Salvin o4t
Envelope addressers required.

Work from home. Send S.A.E. for full
details. “Price Wises”, PO Box 459a,
Surbiton, Surrey KT6 4UX.

Second hand bookshop requires
books in all subjects, especially mili-
tary, history and politics. We collect!
TLON BOOKS, Merton Abbey Mills,
Merantun Way, London SW19 2RD.
Telephone 0181-540 4371. EOIL

19-2096

ECOND CAREER
OPPORTUNITY
Serious, self motivated individuals
required to duplicate a genuinely
profitable business. Part time or full time,
hours to suit. No financial exposure,
unlimited income potential.
Listen to our pre-recorded information

line on:
0115 923 2220 i

when connected enter access code 250# 3

PHOTO PROCESSING,

CAMERAS, CARDS, FRAMES

TOWN CENTRE
SOUTH MANCHESTER (DERBYSHIRE)
GP 40% L/UP, rent £200 PWX.
Very well established, huge scope for photo
studio on 1st floor.
Bus £59,950 sav (dep £28,000 sav).
Tel: TSA 01618327192
Please quote REF 5250 D11

If you are fit and healthy and
want a new direction in life now
is the time to look to the future.

We offer you a chance to train for

the elite corps of bodguards - men
and women who are in demand

worldwide.
Write now for a prospectus . . .
and change your life!

PO Box 60,

Newtown,

POWYS

| IGars)

Absolutely Urgent. Wanted - LHD
vehicles. Any condition, Cash buyer.
Tel: 0181-534 4016 or 0181-555
0823. Fax: 0181-534 0033 (10am to
10.30pm seven days). TIC

BARRETTS

OF CANTERBURY

Dedicated Land Rover dealer
since 1946

*
Closest UK dealer to the continent
*

Tax Free or Tax Paid
*
Part exchanges welcome
*
Contact Andrew Thrush

01227 454040

| Gars Wantae |

Left Hand drive vehicles urgently
wanted. Any condition. Cash buyer.
Tel: 0181-534 4016 or 0181-555
0823, Fax: 0181-534 0033 (10am to
10.30pm) seven days. . Te

[ For Sala |
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Regimental Shields, Plaques and
Shieldclocks. In good company with
most Regiments and Corps of the
British Army we made your Shields for
the Falklands, the Gulf and now
Bosnia and Croatia and most other
UN locations. Let us design your
Regimental and Operational Shields,
write for a full colour brochure to:
Military Marketing International, 74-
77 Steward Street, Ladywood,
Birmingham, BA18 7AF. Telephone
and fax 0121 4545393,
Minimum order 25 Shields. £9.95 no
VAT outside the UK. Shieldclocks
£17.50. T/C

e e e e e e e sk ke sk sk sk sk o ke ok

Military, sports, coronation, police,
school, masonic and miscellaneous
medals and badges. Send 2 x 26p
stamps for list: 18 Hollybank Road,
Birkenhead, Merseyside L41 2SY. 2006

Cap badges, medals. Many collect
able items. Medal mounting service,
framing. Large selection of military and
aviation videos available from Military
and Aviation Shop, 162 High Street,
Watford, Hertfordshire WD1 2EG.
Tel: 01923 222446. 25006

Genuine British Commonwealth
cap/collar badges. Metal, cloth s/titles,
division trade badges, monthly lists.
50p single list, £ 5 twelve lists. E Kelk,
Sweechgate  Cottages, Broadoak,
Canterbury, CT2 ORA.

Full/miniature size medals mount-
ed for wear or display. Send for full list
of new miniature medals, ribbon
emblems, brooches, ribbon bars,
clasps etc and medal mounting costs.
Access/Visa welcome. SAE appreciat-
ed. Worcestershire Medal Services, 25
Golden Cross Lane, Catshill, Broms-
grove B61 OLG. Tel: 01527 835375.

AS/96

Clechen Castings metal cast hand
painted Waterloo chess sets. Any
English or Scottish regiments repre-
sented against French Imperial Guard.
Complete with presentation board,
display case. Ring for .information
01261 833692. 20196

You have tried the rest now try the
best, C Vs, career guidance, strengths
and skills assessment, draft job appli-
cation letters. For full details telephone
0181-390 3858. 2396

Pro boots. Latest issue Gore-Tex,
thinsulate lined sizes 6-12. Suppliers to
Police, TAVAR, UOTCs. Contact
Martin Leonard (evenings), Military
Mart, 01874 73076. 2596

Fieldcraft, life skills, shooting skills,
outdoor survival, self defence and
much more. New book catalogue,
thousands to choose from. Free. The
Qutdoorsman’s Bookstore, PO Box 15,
Brecon, Powys LD3 7XZ or phone
01874 658660.

Tune Belt UK. The original

radio/cassette carrier, £14.95 inc p&p.
Tel/Fax: 015242 21259. STD + CD

sizes. Black only.

03-25/06

17-20/96

Peter Hicks Associates, comprehen

sive range of military figurines available
in resin bronze and silver. Commissions
always considered. Ring for informa

tion/brochure. Tel/Fax: 01380
828382. 01-2496
NATO (IFOR) medals now
available. Full size £15.00,

miniatures £7.50 + VAT (UK) +
postage (75p). Send SAE for catalogue
to: Miniature Medals (SM), 30
Coventry Road, Burbage, Leics LE10
2HP. EOI

Cap badges, regimental ties, blazer
badges medals, insignia. Send £1.50
for list, to: Cairncross (Dept S), 31
Belle Vue Street, Filey, North Yorks.

HAND MADE
WIRE & SILK BADGES
Blazer badge - £3.50
Cap badge (up to 2") - £2.00

UK Embroidery Co
) Box No 69
alkot — Pakistan
Fax: 0432 588779

AN ORIGINAL WATERCOLOUR
PAINTING OF A PRE-1939
SOLDIER. You choose the regiment
and period. Details — Mr Harrison,
Peddars Cottage, Hessett, Bury St
Edmund IP30 9AX. Tel: 01359
270409 22196

1997 A5 week to view diaries with
your name in gold metallic on front.

Cost  £5.00 plus postage. Ideal
Christmas present. Tel: 01730
894430. 22096

Military Fine Arts. Britain’s leading
British military art dealer. Access to all
British publishers. Hundreds of origi-
nal items also available. Cartalogue
£3.00 + A4/50p sae. Cheques to: G
Jennings-Bramly, 5 Feversham Road,
Salisbury, Wilts SP1 3PP. Tel: 01722
328523 EO1

Largest manufacturers and
exporters of  hand-embroidered
Bullion Badges for Army, Navy, Air
Force, Police, Schools, Colleges,
Clubs etc. Flags, Banners, Sashes,
Coats-of-Arms, Family Crests and all
military accoutrements. Also leather
gloves. footballs, track suits. Contact: J
Arthur (PVT) Ltd, PO ‘Box 301,
Sialkot 51310, Pakistan. Fax: 92 432
588605. 25196

Army Cap Badges. Send SAE plus
80p for lists to: Clans and Regiments,
14 Elm Grove, Aldbrough, East
Yorkshire HU11 4RQ. Guarantee and
generous discounts. TIC

British and overseas military
badges, collars, titles, formation signs.
Regular comprehensive stock lists
£2.00. Castle Armoury (S), 18 Castle
Street, Dover CT16 1PW. TIC

British Military cap badges and
insignia. Send SAE for lists to
INKERMAN Badges, PO Box 1022,
Coulsdon, Surrey CR5 3]Q. o197
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“A SOLDIER’S POCKET BOOK?”
384 pages include: Basic Battle Skills,
Fieldcraft, Orders. SOP’s: Scouts,
Emergency Alarms, Routines in the
Field, Tank Target Indication, Working
with Helicopters, Map Reading &
Orienteering, First Aid, NBC,
Adventure Trg, Skill at Arms, Full info
on SAB0/LSW, Tests and APWTs,
GPMG Light Roll, Signals, Mines,
MT  Driver, Tank &  Aircraft
Recognition. ISBN 1-874528-02-0.
Price £7.50 (inc p&p UK/BFPO).
Trade Terms on application. Available
from selected NAAFI Branches,
Bookshops or direct from publishers:
MILITARY POCKET BOOKS, PO
Box 28, Leven, Beverley, East Yorks
HU17 5LA. Tel/Fax: 01964 542878,

e

British Military cap badges and
insignia. Send SAE for lists to
INKERMAN Badges, PO Box 1022,
Coulsdon, Surrey CR5 3]Q. 0197

\ Flolcdays ]

North Wales, near Snowdonia and
coast. Cosy stone cottages (CH),
quiet farm away from it all. Ideal
touring, walking, fishing, wildlife,
lazing about. Budget prices,
Autumn/Winter breaks. Free leaflet.
Tel: 01745 870426

17-22/96

SOLDIER

Too good to dismiss -

take out a subscription
now!

Telephone:
01252 347353

ARMY SPORTS LOTTERY RESULTS

AUGUST 31, 1996

First (392 runs, £2,500): SSgt M R Bahado, 7
Signal Regt, BFPO 35.

Second (381 runs, £1,250): W02 M Sennett,
APDO Edinburgh.

Third (369 runs, £750): Sgt P A Bayliss,
Army School of Catering, Aldershot.

Fourth (368 runs, £500): SSgt A T Rogers,
75 Engr Regt (V), Manchester.

Fifth (356 runs, £400): Sgt C G Rigg, 259
Signal Sqn, BFPO 53.

Sixth (351 runs, £300): Sgt J M Speed, SEAE
Arborfield.

Seventh (340 runs, £200): LCpl D A Beattie,
1GS Regt RLC, BFPO 47.

Eighth (336 runs, £100): CSgt T Hawthorne,
3 R Irish, BFPO 805.

NB Results from 7 Sep onwards will be based
on football results.

SEPTEMBER 7, 1996

2-way tie for first prize (21 goals, £1,875
each): LCpl A J Clarkson, RDG, Tidworth;
SSgt D R Waite, HQ Brunei Garrison,
BFPO 11.

6-way tie for third prize (20 goals, £375
each): Sgt A K Bates, 2 Bn REME, BFPO
38; CSgt T B Dollimore, 1 RGBW, BFPO
53; Capt G A Evans, ITC Warminster; Maj
M W Hiskett, 1 RRF, Catterick; LBdr D J
Quinn, 40 Regt RA, BFPO 30; WO1 MW
Wojtkiw, HQ 15 (NE) Bde, York.

NOTICE TO READERS

The publishers of SOLDIER Magazine cannot
accept responsibility for the accuracy of any
advertisement or for any losses suffered as a
result. Readers are strongly recommended to

make their own enquiries and seek appropriate

commercial, legal and financial advice before
sending any money or entering into any legally
binding agreement.

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE -
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

All classified advertisements are accepted on a prepaid basis only, and are subject to the
following conditions,

The Publishers reserve the right to decline any copy material of which they may not approve
whether an order shall have been accepted or not. ‘All advertisements are accepted subject to
approval and cunditimml(!ly upon space being available, The Publishers reserve the right to make
any alteration they consider necessary or desirable in an advertisement to meet their approval.
The Publishers also reserve the right to cancel or suspend any advertisement without stating a
reason.

While l.’ve'r{1 endeavour will be made to meet the wishes of advertisers, the Publishers do not
guarantee the insertions of any particular advertisement.

The Publishers shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial failure
(however caused) of publication or distribution of any edition in which any advertisement is
scheduled to appear.

The Publishers shall not be liable for errors occurring after the first insertion of an advertisement
in a series. It is the responsibility of the advertiser to inform the Publishers of any such error in
sufficient time to allow amendment. A voucher copy will not be supplied.

Advertisements will be placed under the following headings:

Accommodation, Business Opportunities, Cars, Cars Wanted, Entertainment, Exhibitions, For
Sale, Gift Services, Holidays, Houselets, Notices, Property for Sale, Reunions, Services,
Situations Vacant, Situations Wanted, Training, Wanted. Other headings will be applied if
deemed acceptable by the Publishers

The placing of an order for the insertion of an advertisement shall amount to an acceptance of the
above conditions and any conditions stipulated by an agency or advertiser shall be void insofar

as they are in conflict with them. i

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

ADDRESS .. shi. . coinsitonns s boveian s voisssens saii/nn s be s s o g8 0 51 0S5 swm s S0 o 3T 1e s d e 40 ettt e A s A s ¢ st e o e e ot e o
CLASSIFICATION ..o, Postcode ...
1 2 3 4 b
6 7 8 9 10
11 12 13 14 15
16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30

WORDS AT 30p
X INSERTIONS
VAT AT 17.5%
BOX NUMBER (INC. VAT)
TOTAL ENCLOSED

CHEQUE/PO Number

1l

|
m M mnh

(Payable to SOLDIER)
ALL CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS MUST BE PREPAID AND WILL BE INSERTED IN THE FIRST AVAILABLE ISSUE

If you need more space, or do not wish to cut the magazine, please write clearly on plain paper.
COST: 30p PER WORD, MINIMUM CHARGE £6.00. VAT AT 17.5% MUST BE ADDED
NB: NAME AND ADDRESS AND/OR PHONE NUMBER SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN COST
IF YOU REQUIRE A CONFIDENTIAL BOX NUMBER, ADD £2.35 (INC. VVAT) PER INSERTION AND TICK BOX []

Send to:

CLASSIFIED ADS
SOLDIER
ORDNANCE ROAD
ALDERSHOT
HANTS GUT1 2DU

D3
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Roller role: Marilyn Avery hard at work
on the pitch at Aldershot

Picture: Mike Weston

Wicket maiden

MARILYN Avery is an
unsung heroine.

In mid-September, as
head groundsman at Alder-
shot’s Army cricket ground,
she saw the last of many
wickets she has painstak-
ingly prepared this season
put to use. ’

“It has been nerve-
wracking, but on the whole
there have not been too
many complaints, and

people have been very her belt, she said, she
iy V8 SPORTING PROFILE [Ty
dence.

lyn, a staff member for
six years but in her first
season in the post.

“The main problem has
been the weather, with the
heavy rain affecting some
of the wickets. It is very
hard work, it can be
demanding and stressful,
but there is an awful lot of
job satisfaction.”

Being a groundsman is
not just a question of
mowing a strip of grass,
she pointed out. There is
also scarification - soil
loosening - rolling and cut-

ting, to take some exam-
ples.

“It takes me ten days of
daily work to prepare a
wicket before a game, and
of course one is governed
by the weather,” said Mari-
lyn, who worked at Alder-
shot Military Stadium 15
years ago before starting a
family.

Following on the heels of
former head groundsman

Frank Vincent — a fixture
with the MoD for more than
40 years — people were ini-
tially “a bit surprised” at
the idea of a female in the
post, she told Soldier, but
she feels she is now
becoming more and more
accepted.

Marilyn's recurring night-
mare is of wickets starting
to break up in the middle, or
being marked up wrongly.

But her best memories of
the season have been the
occasions when players

have come up to her after a
game to say: “That was a
good wicket, thanks very
much.”

She sometimes watches
Test matches on television,
but admits she is usually
more interested in looking
at the state of the pitch -
especially when Geoff
Boycott carries out his pre-
liminary examinations.

With one season under

Shortly, she and her newly-
appointed teenaged male
assistant will put the crick-
et tables to bed and start
preparing the hockey, foot-
ball and rugby pitches for
the winter season.

Army cricket secretary
Maj Rupert Ross-Hurst paid
tribute to Marilyn’s efforts.
“In a difficult season the
wickets at Aldershot have
been first-rate. Visiting
players have commented
on how good they have
been,” he said.

’Stoke step into the
breach

Army 4, Basingstoke Town 0

BASINGSTOKE Town sent a
strong reserve side to the Mili-
tary Stadium for the Army’s
opening football fixture, fol-
lowing a late withdrawal by
Uxbridge due to injury prob-
lems, writes Derrick Bly.

From the kick-off, a defen-
sive mistake let in LBdr Lee
Bluck who slammed the ball
past ‘keeper Drake to give the
Army the lead inside a minute.

At the other end, a rare mis-
take by SSgt Alan Higgin was
rescued by a timely tackle from
LSgt Pat Fagin. Then Sig Joe
Collins hammered a right-foot
shot from 25 yards that was
palmed onto the crossbar and
away to safety. Army goalkeep-
er Cfn Ian Elliott had to make
two good saves as the game
developed.

Collins and Bluck broke
down the right and the latter’s
pinpoint cross was met by skip-
per WO2 Kevin Parkins who
was thwarted by a bad bounce.

Two new boys at full back,
LCpl Eugene Shannon and
Tpr Paul Swain, had impres-
sive debuts.

On the half-time whistle, the
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Army 0, Camberley Town 1

Army scored a second when
Town were caught square and
Collins converted the chance.

LCpl Bob Hope replaced
Shannon for the second half
and put in a superb cross
which was headed over by
Bluck, but in the 63rd minute
the Army increased their lead
when Bluck scored a superb
invididual goal after picking
up the ball near the halfway
line.

Coach QMSI Pat Russell
brought on Cpl John Butler for
Elliott in goal, and Cpl Wayne
McHugh and Sig Johnstone
and Sig Bussell were also intro-
duced.

It was McHugh who put the
game beyond doubt when he
controlled a through-ball and
hit an unstoppable shot.

This was a good opening
performance by a new-look
Army side and coach Russell
can be pleased with a squad
featuring seven new faces.

Camberley Town from the
ICIS League provided lively
opposition for the Army
squad’s second match in 24-
hours.

From the kick-off, their
team-work, speed and com-
mitment bore the hall-mark of
a side which has made a suc-
cessful start to the new season.

Sig Joe Collins had an event-
ful evening, being drafted into
the central defence to replace
LSgt Pat Fagin and the injured
Sgt Tony Wright. He picked
up a yellow card in six minutes
for a hand-ball offence and,
with 15 minutes to go, was car-
ried off with a foot injury after
a strong challenge.

The Army team showed
seven changes from the team
that started against Bas-
ingstoke the previous night,
with new boys L.Cpl Paul Sib-
bring and Paul Swain’s brother
Lee joining him in the full back

slots, the first time brothers
had played for the Army for
many years.

The first half was end-to-
end, with WO2 Kevin Parkins
providing a half-chance for
LCpl Glenister and Cpl Wayne
McHugh having his effort
saved.

Camberley brought good
saves for goalkeeper Pte Kevin
Murray.

After the break, Cpl Alfie
Alford, Pte Maskell and Cpl
Zoldan replaced McHugh,
Johnstone and Lee Swain.

Camberley  also  made
changes, but the Army had the
edge in the early stages and
Camberley keeper Gray was
forced to save efforts from
Maskell and Glenister.

In injury time, the visitors
broke away, caught the Army
defence out of position and
scored the only goal of the
game.

ADE W

Lottery speeds
US hockey tour

LATEST round of Army
Sports Lottery grants includes
£3,600 towards the cost of the
Army Women’s Hockey Asso-
ciation tour of America.

There is also £1,500
towards the irrigation of the
Royal Military College of Sci-
ence golf course and £200 for
an anemometer for the Dheke-
lia Sailing Club in Cyprus.

The list of successful appli-
cations was shorter than

world rankings

ARMY surf-canoeists Cpl Rob
Stevenson, WFR (183 AYT),
and LCpl Pete O’Kane, RE (5
Fd Sqn), were part of the Great
Britain team that finished

second in the World Waveski
championship held in heavy
surf at Durban, South Africa.
The two soldiers are now 30th
and 32nd in the world rankings.

normal because the volume of
bids has been lower.

Rules for the awarding of
grants have been updated, and
can be found in DCI (Army)
45/96.

Individual applicants are
expected to subscribe to the
lottery.

Latest edition of the league
table of punters reveals that
although 1st (UK) Armoured
Division Signal Regiment has
more personnel signed up than
any other unit, 112, its figure
includes all units in Herford.

As a result, 1st The Queen’s
Dragoon Guards is judged the
top individual unit. It has 86
soldiers registered with the
scheme.

Cyprus-based Cpl Paul Spencer demonstrates his motocross skills on his Honda CR 250 motor cycle.
Last year the 16 Flight, Army Air Corps soldier was ranked in the top 15 after taking part in the Cyprus
national motocross championships. This year he hopes to do even better

Picture: Paul Brownbridge

Quids in at
Otterburn

Otterburn Training Area
Commandant Lt Col Mike
Bradley (right) hands over a
cheque for £5,000 to Maj Gen
Simon Lytle, Director Army
Sport Control Board, at
Aldershot. The second such
donation this year, the
money was raised from prof-
its made by the training
area’s PRI funds. A similar
amount has been donated to
the Army Benevolent Fund.

REME
hang
onin
there

FOR the first time for several
years, the weather during the
annual Inter-Service hang glid-
ing championships — held this
year at Crickhowell, south
Wales — was so poor that flying
was only possible on three days,
and the competition had to be
extended.

The results for the Army
team were a mixed bag, opera-
tions and other commitments
meaning that the open and
intermediate  classes  were
poorly attended, but two sur-
prise entries and some good
flying in the novice class
promised a return to glory for
the team in future years.

In the open class, some steady
flying in each task made WO2
Phil Freeman from 72 Ac Wksp
REME the Army champion.
Due to work commitments, Sgt
Mark Lewis of SEAE Arborfield
and Capt James McMenemy
(ATSA Blandford) could only
fly on two days, and finished way
behind. All three are in the same
corps, so not surprisingly
REME won the inter-Corps
Trophy.

Disappointment in the open
class was more than compen-
sated for by Maj Geoge Shap-
land of RSA Larkhill storming
from behind to win two tasks in
the intermediate category.

He was placed third and
awarded the Jim Taggart
Trophy for the most improved
pilot, with LCpl Shane Probert
RE, LCpl Mark Brennen, 3
Regt AAC and Sgt Steve Brown
AAC backing him up in fourth,
fifth and sixth places. WO1
Martin Colclough APTC was
placed tenth. Most of them are
expected to be in the open class
next year.

In the novice class, two AAC
pilots, WO2 Kev Kinton and
Sgt Steven Swain, were placed
first and second and will com-
pete in the intermediate class in
the 1997 event.

® The Joint Services Hang
Gliding and Paragliding Centre
runs 12-day JSAT sponsored
courses throughout the year at a
cost of £50. See JSP 419 for
details.
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Map -makers

get home in
tight finish

AN exciting finish to the Army
Minor Units cricket cup final
at Aldershot ended with 29
Regiment RLC failing by just
four runs to overtake 42
Survey Engineer Group RE’s
score.

" [ utin to bat, the Hermitage-
‘based map-makers scored 164,
\ ‘with fine batting by Stamp and
. Parnell well supported by the
rest of the top order.

But their final score was less
than it might have been when
the last six batsmen failed to
reach double figures in the face
of some terrific bowling and
fielding by the loggies. Bur-
cham and Roberts took seven
of the ten wickets between
them.

The 29 Regiment batting
was held together by Pte
Roberts, whose innings of 65
nearly won the match for them.

When he was out with 20 left
to win, the loggies were in con-

trol, but a wonderful catch by

Parker virtually sealed the
match.
This well-supported and

sporting match was a fine
advertisement for Army cricket
at unit level.

42 Svy Engr Gp 164 (Maj
Stamp 54, Cpl Parnell 39, Cpl
Walker 4-35, Pte Burcham 3-7).
29 Regt 160 (Pte Roberts 65, Cpl
Walker 20). 42 Svy Gp won by
four runs.

Welsh awards

Territorial Army soldier Pte
Peter Brown (4 Kings Own
Border) is making his mark
in the tough world of
Enduro motor-cycle racing.
He won the best Services
and best Army rider awards
at the Welsh Two-Day
Enduro event at Llan-
drindod Wells and is in the
top ten of his class in the
British championships.

Capt Andy Moffat (29 Regt) shows his frustration at being caught
during the Army Minor Units Cup final at Aldershot

Army dlvers sweep the board

ARMY divers have had an out-
standing season, highlighted
by good wins in the Inter-Ser-
vices and Combined Services
events.

The season began with the
Army diving championships at
Ponds Forge Pool in Sheffield,
where a poor turnout did not
reflect on the performance of
the competitors.

In the men’s senior spring-
board, the three stalwarts bat-
tled it out for the top slot, with
LCpl Neil Wilson (4 AAC)
proving he was on top form.

He established a lead over Lt
Christiaan Munro (2 RTR)
and SSgt (SSI) Amos Green-
field (MTW(G)) who finished
second and third respectively.

The top places in the men’s
senior highboard involved the
same three divers, but with
Munro pulling through in the
last two rounds to win from
Wilson and Greenfield.

In a repeat of last year’s
championship, Sgt Amanda
Davies (MCTC) won off both
boards, scoring 164.85 in the
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On top of the world: the victorious diving team shows off its trophies

springboard and 139.25 in the
highboard. Cpl Paula Rowan
(ATR Pirbright) finished close
behind.

In the men’s intermediate

event, LCpls Ian Rider (1
Staffords) and Phil Minns (8
Inf Bde) and Kgn Dave Cox (1
Kings) fought it out for gold
with some interesting dives.

Cox dominated the event,
leaving Minns and Rider trail-
ing behind.

Cpl Nicola Brown learned
five new dives in two days for
the women’s intermediate
event. She used three of them
for the first time in the compe-
tition and scored a respectable
83.85 points.

Following the champi-
onships, the squad spent two
weeks training under Olympic
coach Mike Edge, perfecting
familiar dives and learning
new ones in preparation for
the Inter-Services at Ports-
mouth.

A confident Army team duly
swept the board. Wilson and
Greenfield took first and
second places in both the
men’s highboard and spring-
board, while Davies and
Rowan finished first and third
in both of the women’s events.

All four were selected for the
Combined Services team
which went on to beat the Civil
Service and Police in the
annual triangular match.

Picture: Mike Weston



SOLDIER
SHOP WINDOW

SOLDIER front covers from the past
reproduced in a book of 20 postcards

Binder designed to hold a
year's coptes of SOLDIER

SOLDIER badge
" mounted on
dark wood plaque

To purchase any of the items featured
on this page please forward payment to:
SOLDIER, Ordnance Road, Aldershot,
Hants GU11 2DU
Reprint of the very first Tel: 01252 347353

edition of SOLDIER (All prices are inclusive of VAT & p&p)

JBS TION DETAILS APPEAR ON PAGE 33
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High profile:

A Buckingham
Palace guard of
soldiers from 3
RGR dismounts
for the last time
before the
battalion
disbands in
November. They
were relieved by
the 1st Battalion,
Irish Guards.
Story in Page 26.
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