


















A SAILORS' TOWN 
- 

The great naval base at Portsmouth 
is also one of the Army's oldest 

- - - - - - - 
aarrison towns, Soldiers have w I I -I "- .. I ?  
served &ere for nearly 800 years 

Royal Artillery, will leave South- 
sea Castle, one of the forts which 
have guarded the naval base for 
many years and an Army salut- 
ing station. But Territorial8 will 
continue to fire the 25-pounders 
that boom across Spithead as 
ships carrying Royalty or dis- 
tinguished visitors put into port. 
Southsea Castle, built in Henry 
VIII's time and preserved as an 
ancient monument, is also OM of 
the Army's two flag stations in 
Portsmouth. The other is Rave- 
lin House. headquarters of Solent 
Garrison, where the keys to the 
Fortress, Portsmoum's former 
inner defences, are kept. 

Round Tower, tha 6rst stone 
fortification built to guard the 
dockyard, has long been shorn 
of its guns and is now uxd as an 
Army stores. 

Soldiers in Portsmouth who 
spend more time at sea than 
most of the sailors there are the 
officers and men of No. 71 Water 
Transport Company, Royal 
Army Service Corps. They carry 
the Gunners to the Spithead 
forts, ferry stores and equipment 
to Southampton and most of the 
rations for soldiers stationed in 
the Isle of Wight. They also keep 
in touch by wireless with the 
Army's ships plying between 
Britain and the Continent and 
take part in Naval exercises as 
part of Portsmouth's boom 
patrol. 

The famous Hilsea Barracks. 
where most regiments of the 
British Army stayed during the 
Napoleonic wars, now house an 
Ordnance depot and a Royal 
Electrical and Mechanical En- 
gineers workshop, both of them 
largely dvilianised. The great 
bastions built there nearly LOO 
cars ago as part of Portsmouth's r andward defences hold stores 

instead of guns and the wooded 
ramparts make an ideal training 
area for the recruits of No. 3 
Basic Training Battalion, Royal 
Army Ordnance Corps, stationed 
in the newer barracks next 
door. 

Few present members of the 
Royal Army Ordnance Corps 
have not served at Hilsea, which 
from 1921 until World War Two 
was the Corps' Depot. The 
present representative Colonel- 
Commandant and former Direc- 
tor of Ordnance Services, Major- 
General Sir G. A. N. Swiney, was 
adjutant there in the late 19209. 
Today, almost all recruits to the 
Corps receive their initial six 
weeks' training at Hilsea, passing 
out at the rate of nearly 300 a 

The Battalion claims to be the 
champion unit for Regular re- 
cruiting in Southern Command, 
if not the Army. From May 
IYS4 until February this year 673 
National Servicemen signed on 

fortnight. 

Wellington's men left from Ports- 
mouth for the Peninsular War. 

Garrison as a hrigadia in 1937. 
Today, Navy blue is the prc- 

And in an ancient Army fort on dominant uniform and there is 
< Portsdown Hill which overlooks a decidedly naval atmosphere in 

A S  no& feel We a Bab out of water: Sot the town. Allied commanders the new Inter-Services NAAFI 

* * * * * * * * *  
. . .,. 

Soldiers have been stationed in Portsmouth, defending it from craH set off for Normandy. 
attack by both land and sea, ever Until World War One, when 
since King John, nearly 800 years time, when troops were reluctant naval training schools were scf 
ago, ordered the first dockyard to serve in Tangier, there was a up ashore, there were always 
to be built there and sent troops proposal at Court that drafts more soldiers than sailors in 
to protect it. should be marched to Ports- Portsmouth and the senior offi- 

Countless thousands of sol- mouth, ostensibly to garrison the cer was invariably a soldier. 
diers have set sail from the port town, and then tricked aboard Field-Marshal Viscount Mont- 
to serve overseas. In Charles II's ship. Most of the Duke of gomery commanded Portsmouth 

The hlutinn Bowen in action at Swthseo Cmstle which i8 o h  o Roe stotion ond on ondent monument. I 
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Not 011 Portsmouth's I=._YI -an W ~ O ~ S  m e  n q o l  N w ~ .  These 
Royal Army Service Corps louncha ore mosmd by soldier crews. 
Below: Soldierr once hod to salute thia statue of King Choda I wt 
into the wall of the Squore Tower, one of the Army's fom. for 22 years. 

Soldiers still live in one of the 
five "Palmerston Follv" forts- 
the great stone fortifiiations on 
Portsdown Hill named after the 
Prime Minister who built them 
in 1860 to protect Portsmouth 
from land attack. They a t  
f lOO,OOO each and never Ered a 
shot. Three of them have been 
handed over to the Royal Navy 
and the fourth is an Army stores. 

Men of No. 2 Bomb Disposal 
Troop, Royal Ehgineers, live in 
the fifth-Fort Widley-but they 
a n  rarely at home. Their task 
takes them all over the British 
Isles to investigate reported dis- 
coveries of unexploded bombs, 
mines and ammunition. Only 
one in 30 investigations yields the 
real thing. Once 
men of this unit 

The old moot n r n d  Fort W i d l p n e  of ?he P d n e n t m  Fdl, lom--..rves o modem 
pyrpwe: hppaa of a bomb d b l o l  hoop now YY it to steom out bomb. ond dilorm mines. 
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