














THE ARMY3 GOLDEN ISLE- Por yeroller panoromo: in thi 
CO& on the rub-islond Nap0 
lean i s  raid to have week-ended. 

HE boatman adjusts the plug points with a pair of 
shears, then leans down and cranks the englne of his T Iauncb. Slowly the craft, laden with Brltlsb ~ ld iers  aud 

NAAFI glrls. beglns to head out over the recltlve Medlter- 
ranean to the Isle of Porquerolles. 

..looks like a Barbary with mines, but a stroke of luck 
ir, this boatman (with hls enabled ail these to be cleared. 

Pocketll full of 'dead birds,; During some unorthodox fishing operations with explosives (so 

day to the British Amfi  which was discovered, containing a key 
r.=t to the islands minefields. The rest 

aisle. was easy.Now the many excellent 

s A pink-wailed hotel sheltered 
amid .trees ig the Army's rest 
camp. With any luck the incom- 
ing guest qualifies for a room 
with a bath. He certainly quallfies 
for,morning tea in bed, andother 
amenities not usually associated 

with'the Army.The 
dqing room (me& 
whenever you drop 
in) looks momlike 
the kind of dwng 
room in. which a. 
mdlre #holelms=ts 
you' at  the door. 

the age of the old On the menu you , 
forts on. Porque- may tind &ctop1*s 
r o l h .  and without soup. 

in fact h e  is ferrymm-for-the- th& story goes, a sunken chest 

' 

a blush he muv Sub-tmoical E 

fort i s  the work 
01 Admhat Vauban. France's great 
military engineer, another as the 
work of Napoleon. Tbeze is ao 
doubt who was the author of the 
more recent [and least pictur- 
esque) fortifications: the ne- is 
Aaolf Hitler. 

in&. It has~r&y 
cliffs. enchanting bays and an old 
harbour where in normal tlutes 
you would find artlsts tripping 
over each other's eaaels. From 
the cliff tops you can look out 
over the sparkling Hyeres road- 
atead towards the Maritime A b .  
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The old harbour et Porqur 
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H4KI lodes with a Union Jack palnted on 
mudguard #U rumble on mlutary 
ro+ of Prance. The Union Jack long 

the red-anit-blue CrUsdder's sbleld of 21 A m  
w 

Brltlab troops in Prance "brake away" to become Bri&b Army 
SWt, Prance. 

Why is the British Army still across Channel. The collection 
' i,, F ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ?  Nhety-five per of camps which form Calais 

Transit Camp have been set dp 
cent of the answer is contained amid an almost spectral land- 
fn the word Medloc (Mediterr- scape of bomb ruins, but once 
anem ~ i n e s  of Co-unic- again the Army has beeh hard 
ation). Britain's commitments & d ~ ~ , " , ' k a n ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  g ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t a l  
in Palestine, Greece and other It is only recently that the 
routpoats in Mediterranean rail route has 

#are such that shim Cannot be- been shortened. thanks to the 

. and the easiest way is through Pyrenees before striking north 
throuah the UDDer Loire. U%.*,.*- 

of the tracks perform prodigies friendliness - from 
of adaptation. puzzling out and who gives us.the fre 

systems. . . ' 

Not only beside the'cbannei 
and the Medlterranean do you 
Iind the Britisb Army in France. 
Union Jacked stafl cars and 
smart military police jeeps are 
still a familiar sioht on the boulc I :I1 







I WO armies came to the Versailles of Naples and set up 
their Headquarters in the chambers ofthe Bourbon Kings 
(first removing the Queen’s gold bath to discourage 
practical jokers). From this palace went the orders whicb 

I 

launched savage blowsat the “soft underbelly ofthe Axis”. i*! 

I 

I.I- .yll.l b.Yserta, whit,, Lvnlu.lns 
everythlng except comfort. A 20-mile 
aquedud brings water for the fountainr. 

- 
Awed fhwna&x h tb. Medlterraaea& to u n v ~  
amodeet psulwf . the~abplar lrp . lrceolc~ .srt*  

.tan*.y* an opera hotpe and a cb.pd, Wcb w11 the f o p  
plnl ol the Alllad war Sl(0st in the Me&-- 

The pla e commemorated the liberation of the palace and 
town of $ea* by the Amuican Fifth Amy. 

DurIng @e p i t  38 months. this been housed there at one time or 

8 BOW- bOWtln(l1#)0 100- 2080 WhdOlV& a 

m f I c e n t  buIldlna. whlcb has another. From C a u M  Went thv 
se& w Auch p.%eantw end orders for the can@ in 
4mau in Ib lf5 y w ,  h a  r i b  Central and Northern Ix th. 
n6u.Q. fresh and cdourful p.gsr Imdlnw in Southern Prance .Id 
of histo aIng written. A h08t the lilmratfon of Clrewe, navel 
of war &I&, heads of O F a U O M  h the MsdtbZIaEOan. 
mte  mid dlplomstr have lived .ad at? blows at the en4nJy in 
them 01 b.m il. brlef ~ O S ~ I .  wntral Burop.. 
EV-M~IOI h&iquerter# I~CMP. King W r g e  VI visitad hsms 
areeptthatofHLghiliAmy,b In July I$U. Bearded Gmek 

r&siunce leader8 who were 
smuggled o t of tbefr hoxwluM 

them An Allied luda who+ 
hm visits c a d  a certdn 
amount of eolut.m.tfon by 
tumtng up at an official bonqnd 
wtth‘a body uard of tommy- 
gunwn. a bpoodhound and an 
d womm~ secretary. The 
Greek 0ovemwnt.in-de d l d  
there on Ita way ‘p“ Qmt to 
Athens. French QiItw I. .d.n,  

“Allied ‘I Forn”-the flash worn by gene l ,  DomInIon Ru*. stalc8men, Brnllfan, a Chinon Polish 

Britlrhand Amer@anslaffswhoco senior officm - they all came 
opwatrdbrilliant~yatCasetiaHQ. to C U C M .  And lut l  and m 0 m E  

titiiwly, on 19 Apry l~u ,  hro 

ripnd 4 ltoIt-11vea a g w w n t  L A 

T 



GUARDSMAN INTO PO~TICIAN We SwoD HB Pulramsntary "tipsters" who crttlctre-in print and of thelteguldrsoldier inaderecure 
out of It - the perl0-e of wnist- .ad Under- With suitable training in a trade 

lor C i w y  Street "We are clear T Secretarlea have been favourably Imprwed by the new we want to do and one day 
Plnmdal Secretary to the War Offlae, Major John Freeman. all our nlans will be carried out. 

But then - as Fleld-Marshal 
Montgomery said recently, 
with a twinkle in his eye - 
Major Freeman was "properly 
brought up in 21 Army Group." 

Major John Freeman, MBE, ex- 
Rifle Brtgade and MP for Wat- 
ford, was Brigade Major with 
131st Infantrg Brigade from D- 
Day to the day his headquarters 
reached Hamburg. When the city 
fell he mturned to England to 
fight another battle: the Oeneral 
Election. 

He took back with him vivid 
memories of the flghtiog - parti- 
cuhrly at Chent where 300,000 
ciUlllans lived in a city occupied 
by both Germans and British. He 
remembers, too, the spirit which 
ran through the victorious 21 

The HEN the P r e m b  Prlan hwrteu 

W on 18 Nov. gave MP's 
the detallr 01 Hltler'r'plog. to 
Invade BrltaIn In 1010-Oper- 
itGon Seallon--ha was only 
telling the same rtory wblch 
ap eared exdusiirely and at COD- 
a$ erable length WW numerous 
pbotographa, drawlngr, map# and 
6mbelll.bmenb In colonr In 
SOLDIER on 5 Jen. 1046. 

What SOLDIER dldn't tell- 
and what Mr. Attlee did-was 
the British counter-plan which 
would have been launched by 
the codeword "Cromwell". 

SOLDIER is flattered to think 
that the story was worth re- 
telling to HM. Parllament 10 
months lam and congratulates 
Mr. Att1e.e on the excellent Press 
he received: two columns in 
The Times, for instance. 

A month or so ago the natlonal 
mwspaperd were fallinq over 

but we'are making no fanciful 
promises." 

Like all Ministers, Mafor Free- 
man Is tled to his desk, but when 
he can get away to visit the 
tro'ops he does so. He is now off 
on a tour to Army stations over- 
deas, and during a seven-weeks 
trip plans to visit places which 
are not often visited, darticularly 
in the Par East. He will talk to 
both commanders and men on 
their main problems - parti- 
cularly pay. 
In what way has his Army 

training helped the new Flnancial 
Secretary in his present job? 

Army Group and, like F-M. Mont- 
gomery, wants to see that spirit 
In the War Office. "I have al- 
ready seen many faces I knew in 
the bsttleflelds In this building." 
he says. 

Most Important of all. Freeman 
remembers his days In the ranks. 
He weut through the hard school 
- he joined the Coldstream 
Guards in April IS40 - and he 
knows what the soldier wants. 
But he insists on not being a 
"jam tomorrow" minister. He will 
not promise the troops anything 
that cannot be put into effect. For 
example, he has plans for modern 
camps with up-to-date accom- 
modation, but the Government's 
policy is to meet civillan needs 

He also wants to see the future 
first. 

. 
I "The A m y  taught me to face 

up to responsibilities and to make 
decisions quickly. And. of course, 
the Staff College was most 
helpful." I Flnansioi Secretary. . . 

"pro eriy brought up. 
in 2 1  Army Group. Five-year-old Michoel O'Brien each-oiher Popski's Prlvate to tell Army. the d o  %f 

1s helped by the Bri odier's story also appeared in SOLDIER 
daughter(h4iuVa.n der%eyde): ' on 11 May 1946 

Oh, yes, SOLDIER finda its way 

~ ~. 

ATE haa play& a prank on a team of A ~ Y  mucntlonal 
lerleanta. Instead of presentfug them with orderly and 
earnest students 1x1 b n k i  into whose receptive ,heads to 

insinuate knowledge, it haa @veri into qek  chmge ae educ- 
PUOn d a batch 01 llvely young people of both sexes whole 
ages range up from'slx. 

So when SOLDIER visited by Miss Van der Heyde, who was 
them at the porces Study also a teacher, and Miss Heather 

Maxwell, both of whom .are ~ r ~ g -  BURMA TO BELLE VUE Centre in Lubeck, i t  found: adiers, daughters, and sjt. D. 
0 drill and perspfre ngalnst a mocking background of 
rcenlc railways, helter-skelters and Tunnels of Love T was the fate of thousands of soldlers in dlfferent parts 

Sjt.Roy Sandbach recordlng as Partridge. ATS, who teaches 
his only absentee a nine-year- science. Corps Education branch 
old boy who had hit hls' thumb also helps out, padres give Scrip. 
with a hammer whlle making lure lessons and two German 
adolls'houseforhissweetheart; teachers teach German and m. of in war ho. 
sit. John Fielding, a qualified Between 50 and 60 children, aged Nowhere WaB the.contrast more. seekers who always like to see 
woodwork instructor among from five to 14. are taught in four acute than at Belle Vue, Man- soldiers earning their keep. 

cheater. Through the amusement The Army requisitioned 80 other things, bhsily sketching separate forms. 
plans for a toy truck one of his PS. The first teachers have now park, from isr10 onwards. Britlsh, acres of Belle Vue and seven 
pupils had set his heart on arrived in BAOR to launch Ihe Canadian and finally American million Servicemen of the Allied 
making1 achoollng scheme for chfldren 01 soldlers used to canter In PT kit, nations have been admltted free 
Sjt. V. Perlrins p rk lng  the. Brifiah intnfjies. to the delight of civllian pleasure- In the past seven years. Last 
three-ton truck in which he Eaeter Monday Belle Vue sd- 
fetches the pupils to czhool. mltted the largest crowd.- 

250,ooO people - since the resort 
was opened in the reign of Kbg 
Willlam IV; a big proportion pf 
these were exdewicemen. Belle 
Vue calls .itself the "Showground 
of the World." It lays oq fights, 

a th& ha&. . . 

F 

School (for British children) is over. but Schoolmaster 
Serjeant J. Fielding hos h1.s hands ful l  In Lubeck. They Want The Army to Stay [' E 

~ ~ ~ ~ 

The Ordnonce Corps hove lost their scorlet strlpes. 

HE Royul Army drdnanca T c.orPs bar a new Ilag - no1 

The new-pattern ,fl&g. POW 

does he know of some of the From the welter of ballyhoo 
delays in getting decisions aboit the Queen Elizabeth to menuon new badges. buttons, 
and .that his headquarters are emerges the story of a GI who blazer and tfe. 
now known as the 'Hynd- travelled on her when she was 
quarters? a troopship and said to one approved, is dark blue with the 

~ r .  H p d :  n e  answer to. of the crew: "When are you 'Union Jack. in the first quarter. 
the latter part of the question British' going to build a real and hearing the 

big ship like this?". heraldic colouring. It replaces the 
existing dark blue flag. with is "Yes, sir." 

British, Legion that he had The existing patterns of badges - auctioned by the London and buttons were authorised after 
Passenger Transport Board World War One, when the Corps ' included a '  drum. a set of was honoured by being made 

/ irumsticks and an 'artificial "Royal." As the badges Include . land. the shield of the Arms of the 
Board of Ordnance. which clearly 
identifies theRAOC.lt was argued 
that the retention of the Corps 
title on the scroll was unnecess- 
ary. and that distinction would 
be added to the general design if 
the RAOC motto "Sua Tela Ton- 
anti" (To the Thunderer His 
Weapons) were substituted. The 
title of the RAOC is also elimin. 
ated the new 

The Arms of the Board of 
Ordnance were recently "borr- 
o w e d  by the War Office for their 
new flash (SOLDIER, October). 

I 
ITH hearly every town in rity. whereas before the war W Brltaln whlch stlll hag the busbe= People bad to axist 

Army In its. mldst petitioning for through the winter on credit. 
troops to be removed. Ilfracombe. Another members Mr. H. Want. 
North Devon, wants the Army Went further back than that. He 
to rtay. so  keen are the towns- remembered the 1914 war when 
folk that the councll have asked m Y  hotel Propfieton could nQt 
the War 'OfKce to keep the IOMI even pay their rates. 
"garrison"-the R O Y ~  ~ r m y  Only a few 'members were 
Pay Corps- in occupation. doubtful about the.Army staying, 

saying that they thought the 
They the pay 'OrPS is an town should put its house in 

asset to the town. order and start rehabilitating 
Counelllor R. Pairchlld sald the Itself to fight competition! 

Corps, which occupied the llfra- The suggestion to ask the War 
combe Hotel. conslsted of 350 Office to let the Pay Corps stay 
eople, lncludlng 135 clvillans. was carried when I t  was polnted L .  ng the past seven years the out that the Corps spends over 

tom. had enJoyed great Prospe-, s m  a weet in the town. , Ordnance Change Their Flag 

Badge 
M M 0  for. late Age and 

"Brit4in d o n ,  contained Can Make a It" specimen exhihi-' 
bowler hat, labelled "Available 

.Shortly." * 
Mr. P. E. Strand, the Clerk, 

complained to the Meopham 
(Kent) Parish Council that an. 

Service Groups: the A - cpmplaiued to the * .  diagonal scarlet stripes. 
Unclaimed goods' recently 

* 
! ~ ~ t s $ ~ o f " " , " h ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ $  

like MY about the grace 
of the ATs and the w ~ A F ,  
their thick stockings and 
battledress do not add to the From Homard: 

Mr. Gammans: Does the Min- elegance of the feminine form. 
Too these young, .girl 
soldiers' are at a disadvantage 

ister (the Chancellor of the 
Duchy of Lancaster, Mr. John 
Hynd) reallie that it is imposs- lost all his. hair while in the when in competition with 
itile to administer Germany Army. The Legion fixed hfm daintily shod civilian girls." 

- La cite Nouvelle, Brussels, from St. James's Square; and 

! *  

up with a wig. 

' Class That Doesn't C6SHUN!" 
I 

The Job of these serjeants Is to 
provlde suitable education for 
children of BAOR families untll 
teachers arrive from Bdtaln to 
set up schoolr of at least council. 
school standard. They are teach- 
ing the three R s  and history, 
geography, EngUah grammar and 
art; the boys are belng shown 
how to handle tools and make 
toys and small pieces of furniture 

'whlle the girls are taking enthus- 
lastically to clay modelling. 

German teachers help the serj- 
eanta out with such subjects as 
muric and art and each day one 
of the motherr comes to school 
to watch over the klddles and 
take any necessary dlsclpllnary 
action. 

At IseAohn another centre Is 
run by Mrs. Hartley, wife of a 1st 
Corps HQ ofKcer, who ured to be 
a school-teacher. She Is helped 

fireworks, speedway racfng, 
, rugby, all-In wrestling, sports 

and athletics. The grounds are 
now completely de-requintioned. 

Belle Vue needs uo "barker" 
to lure the crowds. In the 
"barker's" place is ex-RSM 
Brunt, veteran of fwo ware. now 
a commistdonaire. At the time 
of the Victory Parade a member 
of the Burma contingent visiting 
Belle Vue addressed him: "Hello, 
Sam't-Major1 Do you remember 
me? I was with you at Arakan." 
The speakerwar aGurkhawarrior. 

Belle Vue, Manchester: It has sore 
memorler for some Servicemen. I 
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I Strenuous & Otherwise 
I , 1 3  - .D SNOW FORTS" said the C.0: I These Three Chelbta Pensianerr Recoll The 3 1 dhrirtmaases They Haw' Nev 

I 

i 

r- " 

1 . .  

. .  

SOLDIER'~ arHpt r.oonrtnlctr me , m e t  ?ne auauir on a snow mrr 7 o n m m  
lnfontty In Canado almost a hundred yean ago. A good. time WQI ha by all.\ 
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, '  CROSSWORD 

ked Day b h. On 

A. Hiller la kllrd 
k hove manled hlsglrl-frlond 
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