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keeps watch on Mount igman, overlooking slvayvo, durlng the early .t.gsr ot Teak Force Alpk.'. 
deployment. Behind, a 1Mmm ilght gun Is mady to be .it.d 

Task  Force 
AS the Cmatian Army went on the offensive 
against Krajiaian Serbs occupying former Croat- 
ian territory, British troops serving with the UN 
Rapid Reaction Force threw off their "blue 
beret" srntu8 and moved to a "conventional war" 
footing, writes Laurie Msnton. 

Troops from the 1st Battalion, The Devon- 
shire and Dorset Reniment 

aid under &cult drcumstances. "They inay 
have to get stuck in and it makes 8en% to adopt 
tactical camouflage," he said. 

Earlier, two batteries of 105mm light gun8 from 
19 Regiment Royal Artillery were cleared for 
action when Bosnian sub mops and armoured 
vehicles surrounded a UN observation post near 

Mount Ianan. As the British ---~ _. __ ~~. 
battle group rhat forms the 

gunners,-fmn Banery and 28/143 25/170 Battery (lmjj)  bulk ofTask Force Alpha were 
painting over the white UN (Tombs Troop) stood by their 

heavily armed Warrior lire, a small force of French 
camouflage scheme of their guns, ready to give suppordng 

Foreign Legion mops armed 
with Milan anti-tank missiles and AMxlO light 
tank8 was sent to investigate. 

In the event, the S a b s  mthdrew and the 
gunner commanding officer, Lt Col Dick Apple- 
gate, was able to stand down his men. 

The gunners are part of Task Force Alpha, an 
element of the United Nauona Rapid Reaction 
Force which has been sent to the aceu to deter 
Bosnian Serb attacks on UN m o p  positions in 
Sarajm and UN aid convoys negotiating the tor- 

e rUmtop.ouS 
S 

infanny fighting vehicles, as 
command transferred to the UN Multi-National 
Brigade. 
AU the battle group's armour, trucks and llght 

vehicles were adopting the green and black tem- 
perate region camoufiage to make them less of a 
target. Troops Svving with the task force have 
also swapped their blue helmet and flak lacket 
covers for disruptive paffan material @I'M) 
versions. 

A spokesman sad  the battle group could be 
used to force through convoy8 of humanitnrian 
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THERE cannot be many 
British units who have 
deployed on operations by 
Tube - in fact Colchester- 
based 24 Amnobile Brigade is 
probably the first, writes 
Laurie Manton. 

The Tube in question is the 
C-141B Starlifter aircraft, a 
small fleet of which from the 
US Air Force’s Air Mobility 
Command was used to trans- 
port Dutch and British person- 
nel and equipment to join the 
United Nations Reaction 
Force. 

The aircraft’s nickname 
comes from the long tubular 
fuselage, which can carry 200 
troops, 155 paratroopers, or 
68,725 Ib of cargo. 

Operation Quick Lift had 
three phases - the movement 
of support equipment and 
vehicles, the transport of about 
2,000 advance troops, and the 
deployment of 2,800 soldiers 
from 24 Brigade. 

A team from Soldier joined 
one of the flights, which was 
carrying a large detachment of 
soldiers from the York-based 2 
Signal Regiment, commanded 
by Lt Col Jo Fletcher, from 
RAF Brize Norton to the 
Croatian port of Split. 

One of the regiment’s 
squadrons is deploying to the 
Falkland Islands this month. 
Most of the remaining sig- 
nallers have been tasked to 
Operation Grapple in the 
former Yugoslavia. All were 
proudly wearing the Crossed 
Keys insignia of the famous 
2nd Division of which they are 
part. 

Officer in charge of the 
parry, the regimental admin 
officer, Capt Jim Oliver, AGC 
(SPS), said this was the second 
major journey in a week for his 
soldiers. 

“We drove our vehicles and 
equipment down to the 
Marchwood military port, 
where they were loaded on to a 
ship bound for the Adriatic 
port of Ploce. 

“Afterwards we returned to 
our base at Imphal Barracks 

Iation Quick Lift . . .  

route across 

British signallers from York climb 
aboard the “Tube” at RAF Brize Norton 

I 

and awaited a call forward to 
the airbead. 

“When the call came, we 
were coached overnight from 
York to an air mounting centre 
at South Cerney, where the 
Army’s movers from 29 Regi- 
ment RLC prepared troops 
and their baggage for the 
deployment.” 

US airmen from the 621st 
Tanker Airlift Control Element 
were waiting on the ground at 
Split to coordinate the disem- 
barkation of passengers. 

“Split is a small but incredi- 
bly busy civil airport and 
incoming military flights have 
to be balanced with the flow of 
civilian traffic,” said Lt Col 
Robert Norman, USAF. “As 
our aircraft take up a large pro- 
portion of the available ramp 
space, it is incredibly impor- 
tant that we turn aircraft round 
as quickly as possible.” 

As the Starlifter rolled to a 
stop on the pan its huge rear 
doors were opened. Three 
heavy pallets of bergens and 
webbing were pushed onto a 
waiting truck and the British 
mops were hastened to leave. 

“Go, Go, Go!,” shouted the 

American Ic stet with a 
wave of his arms, and more 
than a hundred signallers trot- 
ted out of the aircraft in a few 
seconds. 

So fast was the turn-round 
that the aircraft took off only a 
dozen minutes after the wheels 
of its undercarriage had first 
touched down on Croatian 
soil. The two-and-a-half hour 
return journey was under way. 

AI &e time of Soldier’s visit 
on August 2, aircraft from Air 
Mobility Command had com- 
pleted almost 110 missions in 
support of Operation Quick 
Lift, pansporting in excess of 
2,000 p a r x n g a  and more 
than 1,700 100s of cargo. 

The air move of 24 Brigade 
personnel wps cmnpleted on 

d a complete success. 

. 

The Army and Courier service has announced a A Warrior infantry fighting vehicle negotiates Ita way through typica 
BFPO number for 24 Airmobile Brigade and other British 
Forces stationed at Ploce in Croatia. It is BFPO 540. 
4 

Bosnlan muntaln terrain. Vehlck. ilke thls haw now bsen repaint- 
ed In hmwrate reglon camouflage 

Col Jeff Cook 
*ompany moved in close 

I rt of the guns until they 
i----.-d Mount Igman, wbere 
the already established A 
Company took over local pro- 

i rveatKisel 
At the time of 

he two Royal Artillery batter- 
.es, supported by A Coy, 1 D 
and D, and some other small 
supporting units remained on 
the mountain. 

In a separate inadenr, the 
British commander of the 
United Nations Bosnia- 
Hercegovina Command, Lt 
Gen Rupert Smith, bad a 
lucky escape. 

A helicopter he was travel- 
ling in was bronght down by 
gunfire near Sarajevo after 
bullets hit the fuel tank. No 
one was injured and the gener- 
al, who was on his way to a 
meeting with the Bosnian Serb 
military commander, Gen 
Ratko Mladic, continued his 
journey in another helicopter. 

The commanderofBritain’s 
24 Airmobile Brigade, Brig 
Robin Brims, flew to Croaria 
with members of his bead- 
qnarters staff to link up with 
an advance party preparing 
the brigade’s main administra- 
tion base at Ploce. 

Units of the Brigade now 
deployed include 1st Banal- 
ion, The Royal Anglian Regi- 
ment and 3 Regiment Army 

” A wldler of 27 Transpn negimen1 nLti  aism 
alrbasa. The loggles had an arduous 4Ehour c 

British 
Tuzla w u y 3  
TRUCKS from 27 Re it neering tasl to make the “The basic camp was 
Royal Logistic Corps formed place hygienic,” he said. erected in four days,” Maj 
one of the first UNHCR food “Ablution and washing fadli- Bates said. 

“The equipment came convoys to arrive in Tuzla ties were erected and a 
carrying aid for refugees who drainage and disposal system from the small  stock of stores 
had fled from the former UN was established.” which were held by 

The rest was either 
or brought up by 

safe haven of Srebrinica. 

regiment’s 8 Squadron, 
Phil Bates, went on &ea T n h .  The stores are more than 
assess the needs of 

thsn 7,000 men, women 
children were reporte 
camped out on a form 
base at -la. 

In conjunction 
UNHCR and the 
Engineers, Maj Bates 

The commander of 29 vehicles and 55 
was on its way fro 

a lot. The chil- 
most resilient. 

“One of the main engi- Transport Regiment. football, ifthey can h d  me.” 
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bedrooms, many with private bath/shower, WC and TV 
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NEWSLINE 

Heroine Vera serenades the heroes 

I 
wlth a song In her heart, 
wartlma Forces favourlte 
Dame Vera Lynn pays trlb 

Crwrr holden who geth- 
ersd In London het 
month. 

All won thelr VCe In the 
Second World War. They 

during thls year's Royal 
Tournament, whlch had 
the theme ot victory. 

Nearly a quarter of a mll- 
llon people vlsltsd the 
tournament, which raiser 
funds for Service charltles 
- the best overall atten- 
dance for four years. The 
1996 ~ o y a l  Tournament 
wlll be held at Earls Court 
from July 9 to 20. 
0 Tournament feeture - 
Pages 14-15 

UmtO21 SUNhdng vi&da 

paraded before the Queen 

G u If War "i I I ness 
inquiry goes on 
INVESTIGATIONS into the 
so-called Gulf War Syndrome 
me to continue, following an 
audit by the Royal College of 
physicians of the MOD'S mod- 
ical assmment programme. 
Earlier this year, the Royal 

College was a&ed by the Sur- 
geon General, ViceAduural 
Tony Revell, to perform an 
independent clinical audit of 
the pmgnunme being carried 
wlt by Ws Cdr Bill Coker at 
the Princess Alexandln RAF 

300 men and women who 
served in the Gulf have bem 
seen. 

The report said the pro- 
gramme had been "addressing 
apprupriately the medical 
needs of those veterans repon- 
ing illness and attending the 
clinic at Wroughton". 

It also made specific con- 
structive comments on how 
the programme could be 
improved and put forward rec- 
ommendations about the 

Iospital, Wroughton. Some future direction of investiga- 

IT'S e dog'a 1W romp 
Ing on the beech, but 
for mongrel Muttley - 
qmrring here wlth Sgt 
Abn Forsythe, IBW - 
It's a world away from 
the yearn he spnt  on 
dally patrols wlth hls 
&opted Amy friends 
on the streets of 
Whet. Muttley was 
One of the best lmorm 
dogs In Northern In- 
land efter befrlendlng 
wldlers swloned et 
Glrdwood Barrack. 
seven years  ago. 
Celebrllyatatus brought 
Ita own dangers: two 
yearn ago, he waa attacked by a gang of hooligans. Now he ha8 
a new home end Is devdoplng a real &Ish for normal wldlerlng - 
eapddly  when it means tralnlng with hla new frlendr In the let 
Battellon. The Black Watch on the ranges et Ballyklnler. Co Down. 

tianinmthedlegedsyndr 
h o s t  all have been accepted 
by the Ministry of Defence. 

Armed Forces Minister 
Nicholas Soames said that 
&hough investigations in the 
United States and m Britain 
had not established any evi- 
dence of a syndrome or new 
medical conditions peculiar to 
Gulf War service, the MOD 
remained open-minded. 

"We will continue and devel- 
op our programme of research, 
and have opened a new 2 4  
hour MOD telephone helpline 
*ch will provide information 
on our medical assessment 
programme," he said. 
The MOD has been investi- 

gating the alleged syndrome 
since July 1993. In the USA, 
reports by the US Depar!mmt 
of Defense Science Board Task 
Force and the US National 
Institute of Health concluded 
that there was no convincing 
evidence of any new medical 
condition connected to service 
in the Gulf War. 

The new MOD Helplme 
numbexis 0171-305-5087 

0 France has continned that 
there have hem no reported 
cases of unexplained illness 
such as the alleged Gulf War 
Syndrome among Fm+ Ser 
vlcemen who served m the 

Veterans hwn ail over Britain 
travelled to York to commsmo- 
rate the 5181 anniverwy of the 
BaUle of Kohima. A service in 
YorkMlnstqon Juiy3OwasW 
lowed by a march past at which 
the salute was taken by GOC 2 
DN, Mal Gen PaWk cordin@- 

0 0 '  0 
As Colonel-inGhlef of the 
Royal Leaistic Corps, the 
Princess Royal vM6d the Base 
Ammunition Depot Kineton. 
She saw displays mounted by 
the depot, 11 EOD Regiment 
RLC and the Army Schml of 

0 . 0  
A declaratlon of intent between 
the MoD and the Counayside 
Cwncil for Wales was s&ted 
by Defence Under secretary 
Earl How at Castamartin 
Ranges, Pembmkeahlre. on 
August 1. While mllilafy use 
has  priority on 06ienca land, 
the MOD undertakes to proted 
and, where possible, enhance 

YorkMlnstqon Juiy3OwasW 
lowed by a march past at which 
the salute was taken by GOC 2 
DN, Mal Gen PaWk cordin@- 

Royal Leaistic Corps, the 
Princess Royal vM6d the Base 
Ammunition Depot Kineton. 
She saw displays mounted by 
the depot, 11 EOD Regiment 

A declaratlon of intent between 
the MoD and the Counayside 
Cwncil for Wales was s&ted 
by Defence Under &melaty 

h a s  priority on 06ienca'land, i ~' 

the MOD undertakes to proted i ,% 
and, where possible, enhance :; 
itsoonsewationandreerrvation . . 
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0 0 '  0 
As Colonel-inGhlef of the 
Royal Leaistic Corps, the 
Princess Royal vM6d the Base 
Ammunition Depot Kineton. 
She saw displays mounted by 
the depot, 11 EOD Regiment 
RLC and the Army Schml of 

0 . 0  
A declaratlon of intent between 
the MoD and the Counayside 
Cwncil for Wales was s&ted 
by Defence Under secretary 
Earl How at Castamartin 
Ranges, Pembmkeahlre. on 
August 1. While mllilafy use 
has  priority on 06ienca land, 
the MOD undertakes to proted 
and, where possible, enhance 

YorkMlnstqon Juiy3OwasW 
lowed by a march past at which 
the salute was taken by GOC 2 
DN, Mal Gen PaWk cordin@- 

Royal Leaistic Corps, the 
Princess Royal vM6d the Base 
Ammunition Depot Kineton. 
She saw displays mounted by 
the depot, 11 EOD Regiment 

A declaratlon of intent between 
the MoD and the Counayside 
Cwncil for Wales was s&ted 
by Defence Under &melaty 

h a s  priority on 06ienca'land, i ~' 

the MOD undertakes to proted i ,% 
and, where possible, enhance :; 
itsoonsewationandreerrvation . . 
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Six peirs of achlng feet gal (Mmb webme 
relief in the FMh of Clyde as their respeotrve 
ormersreaMwfmmmsrdingrmndme 
lsleofArran.Allmembersofhd(Volu~) 
Battalion. The Royal Highland Fusiliers, the 
sddiers. (Id to Mht) LCpl John McNamb 
n. 2nd Lt Paul Joy=, Sgt Davld War- 
lam, CSgt Andy Blafr, Fus Jarnu kgsn 
and Cap! Bill A w n ,  were putting the fin- 
lshing touches to months of preparation for 
the annual Nilmegen marches. 

Armed Forcas Mkn6tarNlcholu Sounsswnpiesthe dehgMsdlsheu up by LCpl Pate 
st0cc.d Fie Usn FowtuUuring a -mal to the Army school of Catanng at Aklmlm 
Lo&ng on appmvlngly is the school's commandant, col Phlllppm RawH., 

I 1 Best man for the job , . . +++++++++++++++* I + Picture Hull Da,," Mall + + + + + 
I 

on-the-spot treatment and reassurance to the casualty 

I + Showing speed and alert- 
negq when a motor cycllst + was senousiy injured in an + acadent on the AI  were 
(fmm left) Res Nlcky 

+ based 250 FieM Ambulam, RAMC (Volunteers) Their + + before and after the emergency smm arnved + + earned praise from Bng Ausnn Thorp. Commander 15 

Gnr Chrh Writer is a 
Mlbman sucE888 story 
of which staff at the 
Army Careers Informa- 
Uon onice, Cambrklge, 
are very prwd. 

September as a poterr 
tlel gunner commando 
in the Royal I\ltillery at 
the upper age IlmRof 24, 
ire has won a s8rm of 
acoolades. 

He was judged best 
r m i l  and won the best 
at PT tmphy at the end 
of bask recruit trairung. 
and wenton to the best 
student award after 
mWng Phase 
training Chns later To cap it all, he is seen recalving the Commando 
CUM a m e r  best stu- Medal - awarded to recrults wtn show, among other 
dent award on his all- attributes, courage and determinahon and high pro- + chapman, Kkhen and suttlll of I) 
Arms commando coursa feasmai standards dunng training - from Brig 
with hls unit (29 Coin- Roser Dlllon (right), Commandant of the Comman- 
mando) at Lyrnpstone. do Training Centre Royal Marines. 

1 + ++++++++++++++++ (NE) Bngade, the largest TA bngade "I in the counlty. + 

I S i m  anllStIng last 

r 

i 
+ I  
c 
+ + 
+ -  k p i  

LI 
Notonly~ColllnSnaaservefor24yearswithTheDukeofEdin- 
burgh's Royal Regiment, but his son, currently with the 1st BanaC 
ion, The Royal Gloucestershire, Berkshire and Wiltshire Regiment 
in Cyprus, has followed in his Army footsteps. 

Now the former sergeant major, pictured wlth Tenitorid Army 
soldiers from A Company, 1st Battalion, The Wessex Regiment, 
whom he transported from Gloucester and Cheitenham for a 
parade at HQ Land Command, is crossing his fingers that he will 
be accepted to join the Regulm again to undertake an S l y p  (TA. 
enlisted) year-long engagement - preferabiy in Wi, he says. 

6. . . . , . ., .y . . ~ . .:I 
.. I! 

Tail as he is, WO1 Paul Groom (left) is dwaded by one of his reg- 
iment's AS90 guns as he is welcomed as RSM of Gcltersloh- 
based 26 Regiment. Royal AW3ty by outgoing RSM WO1 Ylck 
Wlw. Mickwhowas biddingfarewelltoGeanyaflertwoyears 
with the regiment, has been posted to the holding strength of I S  
Regiment RA at Colchester prior to his retirement in December. 

. .  
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Going, goin 
Ludgers ha1 I 
runs down 
for closure 
in 1997 

Y r 

DRIVERS using the A312 
bstwccn 'ridworth and 
Anduvrr cannot help h u t  
notice t h e  hundreds of rankb, 
scour cars and armaured pcr- 
sonnel carriers lined up in mu's 
in B hollow to the south  of the 
road ncar Ludgcrshall. 

&list might nor he readily 
apparent is the fact that rhc 
numher ofvchiclcs thcre amail- 
ing disposal is getting smallcr. 
The giant parking lot w11 bi. 
empty by early 1997. 

Base Vehicle Depot Ludgcr- 
shall, which is to close in It? 
months, i s  one of three indc- 
pendent units which form part 
of the vehicles and fuels d w -  
sion of [he Army Basc Sroragc 
Distribution Agency (.4USDA). 

The other two arc a H vrhiclc 
storage dcpor a t  Ashchurch 
and a perroleum depot a t  West- 
moors in Dorset. 

The  Ludgcrshall depot has 
been rcrponsihlc Soor looking 
after the Army's srock of 
armoured fighting vchiclrs 
since 1947. I t  i s  tasked with rhc 
receipt, maintenance, storage 
and issur of the whole range of 
AFVs, and of a limited number 
of BV206 soft-skinned nrcr- 
snow vehicles. 

The  wurk furcc, predoini- 
nsnrly civilian, includes more 
than 6 5  huldiers. Somc scrvc 

;- .a3 
. . :. ..* . .r . 

I_-.-. .. - . .  

-. . . . . _- ... ... ;:..& 
. .  

Lr; .. . .>,La.. : . .- . . . . - .  . -. . . - -. -. . .. -. 
A line of Chieftain main battle tanks surplus to Army requirements. The camouflage indicates they were once in service with EATU5 111 Ldnada 

0 Built in 1939 as a lock-up 
mobilisation store, the then 
Hedge End Ordnance Depot 
received its first armoured 
vehicles - Convenanter tanks 
- soon afterwards. 

0 From 1941 to 1947. it had 
a variety of roles including the 
provision of workshop facili- 
ties to the Royal Australian 
Army Ordnancecorpsand the 
United Stales Navy and Army. 

0 After D-Day, the western 
end of the depot was used as a 
prisoner of war camp. Later, 
homeless ex-Servicemen and 
their families "squatted" in the 
empty military accommoda- 
tion. 

0 Since 1947, Ludgershall 
has, under a variety of titles, 
been a store for AFVS and cer- 
tain B vehicles. 

with BVI) 1,udgrr~hall's I421 
Vehiclc Troop, others form 
part of rhc staff of 96 Vchiclc 
Dcpot Workshop REME. 

"\Vc have a 1 . 2 h  tcsr track 
and n fighting vehicle gun c w -  
trol cquipmcnr testing facihiv 
at I.udgsrshall", said t h e  off- 
ccr commanding. Mal Stcve 
Jcnkins RLC. 

"The dcpoi IS scrvcd by rail. 
A division railhcad lies just 
r i u tu r i c  the cnmp perimeter 
ivirh a spur running i n t c  tha 
dcpcn Yic ;hi h a w  3 ivading 
tank to  re51 the BY206 over- 
snow vrhiclcr.' 

At rhe height ,>f thc  Army's 
drawdown, the di.p,r had :in 
annual throughput of  h.lliI0 
ranks and armoured pcrwnnel 
cariirrs awaiting redj\irihui!,m 
or disposal .  l'hi* li.!, I -c i iucd  
to a more ntwmal ; t v c r q c  
3,500 tu 4,OOil vi.hiclr.\ :I !c.~r. 

x v c r c d  ctoragr area is avail- 
xbli. to  house stocks of Chal- 
I C I E C T  main battle tanks, AS90 

Fix x m o u r r d  car inrret on a 
Suvpwn chassis) and a v e n e h  
~ihl i .  BC.ICII Armoured Rccov-. 
e n  \ ' c l ~ d ?  (BARV), built in 
1047 .>nil .ihk io operate in 
iv.irci I,, :I depth of Oft 6in. 

.A 11i.i.r irfFuchs NHC rscon- 
1 n a ~ n i c  whiclss awaits issue. 
I ,>  rhc 'Ilri-it<irial Army's new- 
nuclc,ir. b~<~I,>gical  and chemi- 
cal w.i~taic dticncc regiment. 

Ani>ihar 4 ? u L i  holds srrange-. 
l y - c u m ~ ~ l l i ~ i . ~ l  Sparran and 
FV132 AI'(:\ which have! 
found a ncn l~,. iw ,?f life s incr  
heing ~ l c ~ l . ~ r i . d  >@us to 
requiremcnr-. .A ~ ~ l l ~ ~ w  star on: 
the turret ani1 tl.ink c>f each, 
vehicle give5 :I l i in t  tri their- 
cvcnrual dssrin;iri,n,. 

Following change\ 11, t he i r  
profiles, such as nriil-iu~ imulti-  
barrcllcd rnachinc-suni xnd 
turrcts to make them appear 
m m c  like enemy vehicles, rhey 
will bc sent to join the Army's 
opposing force (OPFOR) a t  
Warminsrer. 

Perhaps the saddest sight is 
on wasteland adjacent to the 
main storage area. Herc, on 
the sire of the formcr Busigny 
Barrack?, vrhiclcs awaiting dis- 
posal arc stured in rows 
wxording to type. 

BVD Ludgershall will close 
,n March 3 I .  I W ' i ,  :i victim of 
thc . A m y ' \  drive for 
economic\. .A unglc site, BVD 
Asli,:hurih. l i i i r  h e m  chosen to 

Civilian Dave Tranham washes 
down a FV434 APC painted in 
UN livery before respraying 

Currcni stock valuc of 
cquipmcnr held a t  the 55-acre 
\itc is m , rc  rhm A550 million. 
.Ah\xn 1O.OllO square mctrcs of 

' , 4.: . armoured recovery vehicle and a BV206 

Members of 1423 Troop and civilian staff with vehicles in service. 
From left are Challenger armoured recovery vehicle, Combat Engi- 
neer Tractor, Saxon, Challenger 1, Fuchs, Warrior, Chieftain 

I sturc A and U vehicles Sor the 
Army. 

Maj Jsnkins said: "Ovcr the 
ncxt 1 R  monrhs we have to 
move our stnck of vehicles to 
Ashchurch and ensure that 
cvcryrhing markcd for disposal 
goes out through [he front 
gates befurr closure." 

It is a considerable task. 
Tracked Rapier, armoured 
Pigs which once did sterling 
service in Northern Ireland, 
and Saladin armoured cars 
from Cyprus stand side by side 
awaiting their fare. 

Some have been there fur a 
considerable rime. The 
summer crop of \h.ild bramble 
has entwined its way through 
the tracks and roadwheels of 
sume vehicles, and scaled rhc 
armour-olated hulls of others. 

Allied identification chevron 
indicate thar a group of M541 
load carricrs last saw vxvics i i  

the Gulf War. 
Elsewhere in the dcpor 

parked both sidcs of a railwa 
track that cuts through th 
depot, are long lincs of Chief 
tain main battle tanks and 
handful of Crnturion HVRE 
Not so many years ago die 
would have been manoeuvring 
across the Wcst German coun- 
tryside during the British 
Army of the Rhine's annual 
autumn exercises. 

Now rhey arc surplus to 
reqnircmcnrs. 

Many of the whicks ar 
Ludgershall will be suld by 
tcndcr, a few hundred at a 
timr. Others mill bc recycled. 
On most davs one or two ranks 

- 

, , . .  
~ , ̂ , :: 

I_-  
_ _  
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. -  

... ~ . 
Fuchs vehicles wnicn will De issuea oy uvu Luagersnaii 10 me iernioriai Army s new NDL oeience regimem 
12 

. .- .... ~ _ n  vehicles mechanics cannot achieve at 96 
Vehicle Depot REME Workshops. Cyril Scanbridge makes adjust- 
ments to a vehicle power pack while Sgt Doug Andrews looks on 

smelted down f i r  their alo- lowing rhc end of the Cold 
\\'a. Rrirish i m l i s  are now miniurn content. 

I t  canw as a surprise to  dis- b u n g  rurnrd into saucepans. 
cover that. as the result of thc His tory  has :I asy of going 
so-called peace dividend f& round in circles . . . 
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George continued in his 
appointment in the biennial 
event - miSsmg only 1975, 
when he was serving in North- 
ernbeland-and, in 1981, he 
m&ed for the fust time along- 
side Michad Parker, who was 
producing the show. 

Tlmt same year, the Arena 
Master of the Royal Tourna- 
ment fell ill and George, who 
by chance was working as a 
re& oflicer in HQ London 
Dismct, was approached To fill 
in as a o n d  engagement. 

He is still doing the job! 
produm of the show was - 

and still is - Michael Parker. 
Since then, both men have 
worked t&er an many of the 
latter’s imagkdw spectacu- 
lars, including the Queen 
Mother‘s 9Gtb binbday celc 
bration, the 4orh anniwsery of 
the Queen’s accession and, last 
year, the memorable 50th 
anniversary drumhead S e M C e  
at the Royal Hospital, Chelsea, 
ir the Army Benevolent Fund. 
At the VH Day event in Hyde 

Park in hby, George found 
himself looking &er massed 
bands of various nationalities 
as well as, among othm, the 
Red Devils hefall parachute 
team. 

“I am much happier working 
backstage,” he said “I don’t 
want to wrimthe ahows - I  just 

SWXNDS BEFORE the 
muE3cd bands step otr, with 
chdwock precision, from 

n Bwscks in the 
of Bu&in$lam 

pplaa as g.n of the VJ Day 
connntmorations in London 
on m t  20,811 immaculate- 
ly-uuifamed figure with spec 
adcs and white moustache 
will consult his watch. 

“Stand by, Drum Major. . . 
@I”, he wiu say. 

Simaar cues to the foot 
& rad an RAP contiagenr 
~ f o b w .  

~ , w i l l b c i n h i s &  

-”lbve been working flat out 
in ope say and mlOther since 
OCtoBa ofipst year; snid this 

man who last 

attnt. 

b d d i s t e d i n t h e  
GuIde in 1943, 

ssmlofBmswiththe 

3rd Battalion in Italy and leav- found himself “detailed* for 
ing the regiment in 1950. thetask. 
Rqoiningthearmyin 1952,he Other shows - in the shape 
was recommissioned into the of Tidworth (1966 and 67) 

and the 1969 
nance Corps and H o n g  K o n g  
saw service in Tat too - fol- 

lowed. But it was 

Royal Army Ord- 

Japan and the 

All flred up far action: Gaorga Douglas waits to give a cue in the wings 

proudly sports his OBE among 
the many medals on his chest, 
always comes back to thinking 
of the Royal Tournament. 

The month ofJuly to George 
these days is like coming home, 
he says, because he is constant- 
ly meeting people - from drum 
majors to lance corporals to 
the man who sweeps up - who 
know him as an old friend. 

Each day of the tournament, 
he gets up at four in the morn- 
ing and walks the short dis- 
tance to Earls Court 1. The 
perennial naval field gun com- 
Detition teams start rehearsinn 

table: there must be no ruts for 
the King’s Troop to hit as they 
thunder around, or there could 
be calamitous consequences. 
And the ramps used for the 
field gun crews must obviously 
not be wobbly. 

George told Soldier with a 
laugh that he has two main 
claims to fame. 

Around the time of the Gulf 
War, he had the unenviable 
task of uttering these words to 
Gen “Stormin’ Norman” 
Schwarzkopf, who was a guest 
at the tournament: “Excuse 
me, General, you can’t move 
yet, the Minister of State is not 
in position”. It was taken in 
good grace. 

And, thanks to last year’s 
50th anniversary event at 
Chelsea, he can now say that 
he is always likely to be the only 
retired major who has given 
this order to no fewer than 
seven very senior Army offi- 
cers: “Field marshals, by the 
front, quick march!” 

When George finds time to 
relax from the world of “show- 
biz”, he withdraws into the 
peace of the Sussex country- 
side for a spot of birdwatching. 
But backstage at Earls Court, 
you don’t need binoculars to 
spot him. 

He’s the one in the RAOC 
uniform with the red stripes on 
the trousers - and a thick layer 
of dust on his boots. . . 

15 

Canal Zone, returning to the 
UKin 1954. 

It was while George was 
serving as adjutant to a TA 
headquarters in Colchester in 
1961 that the organisers of the 
tattoo held there discovered 
they lacked a producer. He 

not until 1971 that he found 
his true niche - Arena Master 
at the Wembley Musical 
Pageant, a show combining 
2,000 Army musicians, includ- 
ing massed mounted bands 
and the King‘s Troop, Royal 
Horse Artillery. 

(rignij, noyai iournameni uirecior 

he smoothly handled the 
potentially nightmarish logis- 
tics of ensuring that 15 loving- 
ly-retained historic fire engines 
were lined up in their correct 
order, together with a mixture 
of Second World War vehicles, 
for the opening blitz sequence. 

Simultaneously, he had to 
take a quick look at the form- 
up of the bands which were to 
follow them into the arena 
once the mechanised parade 
roared back through the huge 
doors ~ manned by a team 
from the RAF - and, in a well- 
rehearsed manoeuvre, peeled 
off to either side of the band, 
which by this time had gath- 
ered in one phalanx. 

A little later, hundreds of 

tons of horseflesh and precious 
gun carriages had been drawn 
forward from the waiting area 
at adjacent Earls Court 2, as 
the King’s Troop, Royal Horse 
Artillery, awaited their cue to 
go charging through the doors. 

The vital realm of arena 
maintenance is also George’s 
concern: he is responsible for 
ensuring that contractors 
spread 900 tons of soil to a 
depth of eight inches on the 
surface of the arena. 

“It must be acceptable to all 
participants,” says George. 
“Not too bard for the horses 
and not too soft for the bands.” 

Safety is the absolute 
essence, he stressed. The sur- 
face must be as flat as a billiard 

- 
a t 5 a m .  

George briefs the all-impor- - 
tant arena party (manned 
chiefly this year by members of 
The Welsh Guards) long 
before the show opens. 

“Gentlemen:’ he tells them, 
“you may wonder what you are 
doing working for your grand- 
father. 

“I know a lot more about the 
Royal Tournament than you 
do - but in two days’ time, you 
will know a great deal more, 
and you are the people who are 
going to make it work.” 

As George says, a show like 
the tournament is only as good 
as its arena oartv. 

W a n t  To mahe them happen”. The to-aAent’s Arena 
Master IS a m m e  of stage 
manager and policeman, he 

lamed, as, complete ulth 

Whether a military event is 
,Jordan or Oman - 

Guarda, Meer In chew of the arena paw from the batlallon, 
ofwhomare.eu,bhlndthsm 
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PAIN AND 

TO MANDALA 
ON THE ROAD! 
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PAIN AND 
ON THE ROAD! 

w 
8 , ’  

TO 

Left - A 5.5mm gun pounds the wails of Fori Dufferin during the capture of Mandalay 

/ \ 

[Black Tarantulas 1 IT WAS an intnnpyman’s war, but those 
who served in infnntry units would be the 
h t  to admowledge that nothing could 
have been achieved without the support of 
sll the other arms and services. 
The famous Arskan pagoda stood on its 

7ooft high hill, with 200 smaller pagodas 
glintins in the sun for half a mile along its 
preapimus ridge and down its sides. 

The country swarmed with Japanese sol- 
diem and though they had been severely 
defeated at Kohima, they were a deter- 
mined enemy. 

They had been W e d  for some 300 
miles fmm the northeast 

‘-were ‘forgotten’, too I 
A FORGOTTEN forw with 
the Forgonen Army was 
the lot of the Royal West 
African Frontier Force, 
says A. Sheidon of Not- 
tingham. 

The two divisions oi 
m o p  from Nigeria, Sbrra 
Leone, the Gambia and the 
Gold Coast in whit wes 
British West Africa were 
led by a comprativeiy 
small number of British 
helped by a few Rhode 
slans and Poies. 

The 8lst West African 
Division in which he 
sewed was later joined by 
the 82nd WA who arrived 
for the final campaign and 
push down 10 Rangoon. 

“The Burma war was 
fought against a sadistic, 
cruel enemy whosa credo 
was that a soldier’. high- 
est honour was to die in 
battle,” he said. 

They expected their 
opponents 10 be the same 
and in some cases the 
British and Africans did 
begin to emulate their 
methods. 

them, because at the 
“This helped US to beat 

ing the Mandalay Hills as part of 19 Indian 
Division’s 98 Bde after a foothold had been 
established by 4/4 Gurkha Ritles, com- 
manded by Lt Col Hamish McKay. 
B Company had to make a quick 

counter- attaclr on a Jawanese thrust aaainst 

Tactical close fire support 
proved vital to success as D 
Company entered the find 
pagoda with bayonet, grenade 
and small-arms &. 

The best analogy of the 
enemy was of an ant hill furi- 
ous at being dismbed and 
reacting with all the venom 
and malice at its occupants’ 
command. 

Advance was slow, costky in 
lives and required peinstakjng 
skill by attackers unable to call 
on heavy fire support. 

It was house-to-house, 
ditch-to-ditch, tree-tc-tree, 
avoidmg open ground and 
relymg on individual fire and 
movement; with maximum use 
of d e .  sub-machine pun. 

U 

the DivisiOd HQ, befoG Lt 
Col Hamld Finch took the bat- 
talion into action. 

Japanese losses were disas- 
trous. While searching enemy 
packs for documents Capt 
Chris  Simmons and his men 
would often come on the grue- 
some remains of a severed 
hand, or finser wrapped in 
Cloth. 

This comradely but barbaric 
..... custom was prevalent through- 

out the Japanese Army: as 
bodies could not be taken home for burial 
in Japan, limbs would have to do. 

On the ridge, with frequent niches 
among the pagodas, the enemy could bring 
fire to bear on every movement. 

Often there was space for only one sec- 
tion at a time to be deployed. When the 
enemy’s communications tunnel was being 
stoutly defended, cans of peml were 
brought up and ignited by phosphorous 
grenades and signal pistols. 

~ ~. ~ 

border of India, east oflmphal. 
The Royal Berksbires, mostly 
wnnime conscripts and emer- 
gency c ~ a i o n c d  oiiicers 
with an aversge age of perhaps 
23, were battle--d and 
wcpry but eager to preea on. 
Actions and skirmishes with 

the enemy had been relentless 
and freqUenb often in mthless 
Close-qIaarter fighting. In all 
this time, only fwo wounded 
J~psnese had been taken pris- 
oner. In the hue Samurai wdition, wery 
soldier was rcady and willing to &e foe Ius 
Emperor. 

The 16 de-approach to Mandalay took 
more rbm SIX hours of solid marching, 
brushing aside minor but no less dcter- 
mined opposition. 

The battle for Mandslay was just anoth- 
er phsse in the long months of action 
agninst formidahle and fanatical oppo- 
nents. The battalion was taskedwirb. dwr- 

Soldiers from Sierra Leone proudly display the spoils of a 
raid on the Japanese.. Sse Commonwealth story, Page 24 

outset of the final cam- 
paign our CO told us that If 
we were going to die in 
battle,, ‘then take one or 
more of them with you’.” 

themselves well in banle 
and many Japanese 
expressed their fear and 
respect for the Black 
Tamntulas - so named 
after the divisional sign of 

The dMslon6 aequined 

s blacktarantula on a 
yellow background. 

The 82nd Div sign 
depicted crossed spears 
on a carrier’s head pad - 
symbolising how much of 
the equlpment was head- 
loaded through theterrible 
terrain of the Arekan. S u p  
piles were dropped by 
Dakotas bscauss roads 
were eimost nowexistent. 

In the mne months of the whole cam- 
paign, ending with VJ Day, the battahon 
reckons it killed some 2,000 Japanese at a 
cost of 24 officers and 374 other ranks 
killed, wounded and missing. 

When Lord Louis Mountbatten was 

grenades and smoke t o - e l i i t e  each 
enemy position. 

The sequence repeated itself: lire - 
advance -surround - kill -then on and on 
again. 

Steely nerves were needed at niaht when 
the enemy attempted to d the ittacr;er~, 
but their customary screams and shouts as 
they charged succeeded oniy in giving 
away their pasitions. 

quesdoned by the men about bemg dubbed 
the “Forgotten Army” he replied: “Porgot- 
ten? No one has ever heard of you!” 

Mwmbatxen never had a bigger cheef. 

hw 
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ORLDWIDE FRIENDS W H O  RALLIED TO THE CAUSE 1 

PAID A HIGH 
SOLBIBRS of the Commoarwcslth and died in the fighdne there. The 5th In& 
others played a full part in defepohg the Division ranaincd on a war footing in 
Japanese in the Par East. 

The Indian Army, for ocsmple, contained in 1946. 
nor a single cmsaipt - ewg soldier was a Nepal, not a &er of the Common- 
volunteer- and the counfry‘s wartime army wealth, pmvided the men tor 40 GurLha 
was the lpgestvohmteerface wer a s m -  bsttalionswhichfoughtaspmofthehdim 
bled. Army. hother eight of the 

Itexpandediitnn 150,OOOin 1939m 1.8 NepaleseArmysaordtheMedcause-up 
millioninl945. Atthebegianiagofthewar, to250,OOOmenind. 
~than1,OOOInd&nsoldieRbddacom- Some 35,000 Guekhas awed in the Far 
missiOn. By 1945, that numbcrhd gmwn Em with Slim’s 14th Army, su&rinp more 
to 15,740. than 23,000 casualtie$, including 7,544 

Indian maps saord in almost every mC deaths. Seven Gurkha recdpedthevictoria 
a m  of the war inehkiing Africa, Italy, the Cross during the Burma campaign. 
Middle Em, South East Asia and Grem. Ausaplian mops served mth distinc- 
At the end of the war, India had 2.5 million tion in the Far East. They fought famous- 
peopleinthemmedservices,eightmiUionm ly in Malaya, New Guinea and 
nudiary anny jobs and 6ve million working Madagaecar. In Borneo, their tenacity as 
in munitions hctoriw. jungle fighters forced the Japanese south 

More than 24,300 Indian wops were duringthe 1942 offensive by GenDouglas 
killed in action and 64,000 wounded. MacArthur. 
Almost 79,000 became prisoners of war. Awtraiia’s proximity to Japaneyeasld 

Indonesia forced those who nmained at 

Indonesip until mlieved by Dutch Marines 

NepriyamiUionIndians-mainlydvilians 
-fled h m  Burma during the Japanes inva- 
sion. N i n q  per cent died making their way 
back to India, many from &ustion, star- 
vation and disease. 

--one Victoris Crosses and 4,800 
other gallantry awards were made to men of 
rheIndianArmy 

war did not 
end on VJ Day The 49th In& Brigade 
and later the 5th Indian Division went on to 
keep the peace in Soubeya, Indonesia, 
where Japanese gms had fsllm into the 
hands ofIndonesian nationalises. 

For many In% mops 

home to take an a&e role indefending Aus- 
tralia‘s shores from the invasion which never 

New Zealand was the h t  Common- 
wealth dominion to declare war on G r -  
many. From September 1939 to August 
1943, the nation contributed a higher pm- 
@on of its manpower than any other 
Commonwealth country. Its casualty rate 
reflected this massive effort. In the W&c, 
the 2nd New Zealand Division fought the 
Japanese in the Solomon Islands. 

The total number of African Oervice DCP 

came. 

which 227,000 came h m  East A6ica and 
73,000 fiom West Africa. Three full M- 
sions, the 8lst and 82nd West African and 
11th East f f i can  Division saw d o n  in 
BUrma. 

Nyasaland (now Malaw) sent many 
poops to tight with the King‘s At ihn 
Rifles, active during the Arakau offensive. 
Troops iitnn SierraLeone also sendinthat 
campaign v& the West AErican Frontier 
Force. 

’ f o u g h t m B m m . A  
Kenyan brigade fought there, too, gaining a 
repuranonforbravery in jungkwnrfare. 

Thousends ofwops h m  British Soma- 
liland rallied to the Allied cause. The Soma- 
liland Camel Corps was one of the countds 

TEMF‘ERATUREt 102. Splimnghead. My 
pals’ two blankets over my own were use- 
less to curb the ngor of duvering that shook 
my body and even rattled the bamboo slats 
0nwhichIlay.Ireckonedthiswasthetenth 
bout of mslana that had srmtten me Bmcc 
theJaps had set us PoWs slavmg on the rail- 
wav thmud the “hailand iunnle 

completed over a year ago and we 

inmates) some 40 miles up the j 
h o r n  the railway base at Bam- 

I end of three-and-a-half years 
working on the infamous Rail- 
way of Death In Thailand, 
joined the Royal Horse Artillery 
as a bov trumDeter in 1932. 

led his squadron in the 
Malayan Campaign until 
becoming a prisoner of war of 
the Japanese 

-,- - ManP Indian, Bridsh and Dutch people s m e l  under arms 1945 was 372,006, of was J& 1945, the railway had been 

c 1  a 

2pong. 
In May of that year, the 

‘BBC ~ a r  East Service in NW 
Delhi had broadcast the stun- 
ning news that Germany had 
surrendered and the war in 
Europe was over. Thanks to 
our secret “canaries” (impro- 
vised wiseless sets) we began 
to chew over what this could 
mean for us. Peace in Europe 
maybe, but there was no sign 
that the Japs intended to emu- 
late their quondam allies. 

Beatings and Kurrah Bug- 
minx went on as before, as did 

servingin India. 

1938 to join the Shropshire 
Yeomanry, a horsed cavalry 
unit, and on mobilisatlon was 
selected as officer cadet at 
Weedon cavalry OCTU. 

He left the Regular Army in 

Commissioned in 1940, he 

medically unfit in  1947 he 
became a technical editor, retir 
ing in 1971. His books include 
five regimental histories and 
for the past few years he has 
reviewed other authors’ work 
on the cavalry, yeomanry and 
Indian Army for this magazine. 

b e  periodic Tmko parades to 
check all present and to carry 

\ 

out searches for forbiddeh 
“comforts” in our huts. Were we forgotten? so-distant) sounds of massive explosions 
Not quite. Morale was boosted by huge downstream - until we learned that one of 
four-engined allied bombers dronmg over the Flying Fortresses had dropped several 
to attack the raihvay bridges and mar- sticks slap on the POW camp at Nom 
shalling yards built by us POW% Pladok ten miles eom us, mistaking it for 

They also released less letbal loads part of the marshalling yard. More than 
showers of leaflets with printed messages, 100 PoWs were killed and some 200 
one of which I s t i l l  remember: “Cheer up wounded. Thenceforward we cowered in 
lads,” it said, “Uncle Bill Slim will be wth hastily dug slit trenches (as did our guards) 
you soon.” Fine, but who was Uncle Bill whenever the ominous throb of engines 
Slim? We rejoiced at the distant (and not- was heard. 

night and Noguchi made an 

pmsmte body, head neatly severed and 

blood. None of us could face our b 
of boiled rice that morning. 

A playhd ploy of Noguchi’s was to send 
the guards rampaging through our huts in 
the small hours shouting “Tenkof Tmkof 
Am men out speedup’ We were then left 
standing to attention on the parade ground 
for a couvle of hours. Even those too ill to 

0 Tumlonutp.9 .  
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Tanks that s 
AMies’ rout 1 

THE ARRIVAL of British tanks in 
Burma in late February 1942 saved 
the Allied retreat from the Sittang to 
India from turning into a disasmus 
rout. 

Units of arguably the most experi- 
enced and battle-hardened forma- 
tion in the British Army arrived at tbe 
end of February - the original Desert 
Rats of the 7tb Armoured Brigade 
which had fought Rommel’s Afrika 
Korps to a standstill at Sidi Rezegh. 

The 7th Queen’s Own Hussars 
and 2nd Royal Tank Regiment pro- 
-:ded a covering screen hut were con- 

mally outflanked by Japanese 
filtratinz and trying to q ~ d e  

i not they found rosh 
which could not have been 
but for the Stuart “Honey” 
ght as they were. . .  . 

7 -- 
if*; 

. -  

I the tanks reached the 
--..in, they could not be ferried 
m s  and had to be blown up. It was 
paiafur sight for their loyd crews, 

Ncithing is dry during the monsoon period and this 
Sherman tank t s l l  foul of sllppry condnions on the 
Mewchi “road durlng mopping up operations 

Shermano advance down the road past Man- 
dalay to consolidate on the airfield at Meiktila 
attsr a llghtning thrust across the lrrawaddy 

left to press forward the aetack and force the 
Japanese to withdraw. 

The squadron remembers this heroic 
action each year when it paradex without 
officers and under command of the SSM. 

and they were a forlam landmark when 
British forces again passed them on theu 
renun to Burma. 

Oniy one Honey managed to cross far 
*wtream. Daubed the ‘‘Curse of Scotland” 

was salvaged by the Indians and driven 
to Rangoon two years later. 
The Japanese use of bicycles was more 
arked than their use of tanhs, which were 

thanwully no match for either the Honeys, 
Lee Grants or Shermans which were later 
inm---ental 2- 3 s t i n g  ” back into 
Bi 

It was far from ideal tank country. The 
R o d  Scots Dragoon Guards still remember 
how B Squadron, 3rd Carabiniers took the 
strategic hiU of Nunshigum during fighting 
near Imphal. The incline was so steep that 
the drivers could not see the ground ahead. 

Inching fomard at one mile per hour, the 
tank commanders had to expose their heads 
and shoulders above their turrets to direct 
the drivers and fire their revolvers at the 
attacking Japanese. 

died, until only 
! ron S iior Craddock was 

Indian Armoured Corps soldiers Inspects Japanese type 97 tank whlch they have knocked o\ 
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Cave 
the Arakan front. Their support of 2 West Yorks in the Admln Box was crucial 

, Dragoons take a brsak beslde their Lee Grant medium tank after the Battle of the Ngai 

,:., 

Life i . = J d  deilL under the sword 
From Paw 25 

walk had to be manhandled out with the 
rest. 

By early August my daily doses of vile qui- 
nine powder had temporarily banished the 
mdana attacks, so that I was able to share in 
the incredible nnnom buzzing throughout 
the camp. First, Noguchi had mystenously 
disappeared, replaced by an elderly captain 
who looked like a gentle schoolmaster and 1 
spoke perfect English. Then on August 6 
our ‘‘canary’’ reported the devastation of the 
lapanese city of Hiroshima by something 
d l e d  an atom bomb, followed three days 
later by the similar desuucoon of Nagasaki. 

How much did OUT captors know of the 
way the war was going? Whether or not they 
were aware of their ulnmate fate, their at& 
tude underwent a remarkable uansforma- 
tion. 

One morning I was &ccosted by the par- 
ocularly vicious Korean private known as 
“Smiler” from the permanent scowl that 

creased his ugly visage. Instead of the usual 
shout of Kurrah Buggaim and prod of riile 
butt, there was an incredible overture of 
tiiendliness. “Ha, you Engrish offiah h a ?  
Good, ver’ good. You Engrish sojer. Me 
Nippon sojer, We two sojer, okay?” Then he 
pulled out a pack of Camel cigarettes and 
thrust it at me. “Resento from Nippon 

Its source was quickly revenled when a 
consignment of American Red Cross 
parcels was distributed among us - the first 
we had seen for more than a year. There 
were not only such goodies 88 cigarettes, 
bars of chocolate and cans of Coke, but 
stocks of US Army khaki driU shiw and 
alscks and plimsole footwear. There, were 
not enough to go round, but I was lucky 
enough to acquire a complete outfit which 
enabled me to discard the indecent “Jap 
happy” loin cloth that had been my sole ani- 
cle of attire for nearly three years. 

Came the night of August 14, and the 

s0jer.’’ 

newswehadallbeenagogfor. Summonedto 
the parade ground, we could scarcely believe 
the announcement from our British Camp 
Commandant. The Japanese High Com- 
mand had surrendered and our three- and-a- 
half years of captivity were over. At first, 
pandemonium broke out - cheers, yells, 
banging of mess t i n s  and anything else that 
could add to the din. When the uproar died 
down we all roared out God Suw the King, 
which was followed by Wultzing Mun7du 
from the vociferous Australian contingent. 
Then we broke into Land of Hope and Glory. 

I am often asked, “Didn’t you take it out 
of those Jap bastards now you had the upper 
hand?” But no. My over-riding thoughts 
were for home and freedom, not retaliation. 

In any case, the Japs were still armed, and 
we were not. Our first contact with the 
world outside came with the arrival by para- 
chute of a commando cnptain from Ran- 
goon, who addressed us all on the parade 
ground. Incredibly clean and fresh-faced, in 

unfamiliar jungle green, he seemed like a 
being from outer space. 

After putting us in the picture and assur- 
ing us that the Japs were to be disarmed 
prior to our evacuation to Bangkok, we were 
able to chat with him. What did he think of 
us? “You smell’’ was the reply. 

A week later I was among the first batch of 
ex-prisoners to be ferried down the railway 
to Bangkok airfield where a flight ofDakotas 
awaited us, guarded by squads of grinning 
Gurkha soldiers. Our Canadian pilot flew us 
low over those jungle camps, and as I looked 
down on them my thoughts were for those 
thousands of fellow-sufferers lying in their 
mass graves (13,000 as it turned out, plus 
70,000 co-opted Asian labourers). 

Fifty years have passed. Perhaps the pre- 
sent generation of Japanese citizens should 
not be held responsible for the atrocities 
commited by their predecessors, but I still 
find it difficult to forgive. 

Forget I cannot. 
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AS a jwrrulkt JACK 
SKILUNG was a wMul ...et 
( o r t h a ~ b r a n c h o f t h e  
Illteulgenca Corp.. 
Ha corned many court 
CM.. (or the Gksgow 
€Ven/l?g Tunw, and WM mll 
umd to 1-ng P-pk 
and.IdngIlM.mup. 

S o O d o f b e i n g ~  
when ha voluntrmd at the 
baglnning of tha war, he 

.1.y.dathomoEtldkEptM 
eye out for .plea arrlvhg at 
thaQkgowdo&a. 

Worklng In plsln clothes, 
he had e good war for the 
meriy pan, 31.ylng at home In 
G l q o w .  It tickind hlm, = e 
Iancacorporsl, to p1.r tha 
~ O W  dlvfrlonal hwd- 
quahn and not h a w  to 
dut. the many offiean in 
the a m  

shortly .nM D-Dq hewan 
finally poetad -tun 8argaam 
and to lndb - but again hls 
j o u r m W c  skllie were held 
at a pramhim and he was p m  
mated wptaln and .ttach6d 
to Fd Manhd Slr Clauda 
AuucMnhck U a publlc n*- 
tlorw Offlcerwhen hsmntto 
Bum. 

W k n  tha Auk returned, 
apt Sldlllng nnulrmd In 

Burma for the cenU of th. 
IOW Md bllt.r clmprign to 
wnUtVi~hwnM.Ingl0- 
r loued. tsaof twoyeanpn-  
viourly. 
He found h l m r l f  nportlng 

the mal Hnnta attha Rfw 
Slttnng, noma m mike from 
the Burmeae cspltal at Ran- 
goon. 

It wae wham the now vleto- 
rloue 17 dndlan Dlvfrlon had 

I d  two brigade8 and Ita 
artillery when the brldge et 
Mokpalln wes blown In 1942. 

It wa8 ebo wham thou- 
sands of Japanwe were 
alaughtered an thq  trlad to 
bmnk out ecro.. the rker - 
thek plans had W n  c a p  
tuml and the Aillea wam 
weltlng for them. 

The following wee part of 
the report he fllad. 

F i rs t  surrencder 
A PATROL of eight Japanese emerging 
from the jungle and meeting a patml of the 
6/15th Punjabs began the end of the war in 
Burma. 

The Japanese told the Punjabis they 
WDnted to surrender - death rather than 
surrender was the n o d  Japanese option 
- and they were immediately taken to the 
headquarters in Abya of the 1/10 Gurkha 
Ritles. 

?tvo days later Maj Wako Lispnori of the 
Japanese 28th Army surrendered his sword 
to Lt Col 0 S Smyth, commanding officer 
of 1/10 Gurkbas, and his 2iC, Maj J S 
Mnir. 

It M B  the first formal surrender offapan- 

ese forces in Burma. The wheel had no option but to retreat. 
of fortune had nuned for 1/10 h w e r  Burma was lost. 
Gurkhas and the 17th Indian But the fortunes of war 
Division. Three yeara before the changd. mer Jmpha12 Kohima, 
division suffered a military disas- Meiktila, the haban and many 
fer at the Sittang Bend near other battles, the Japanese had to 
Abya. retreat. The 28th Army retraced 

The victorious Japanese had the route it had used three para 
penetrated the outer defences of earlier - and found 17 Div wait- 
the bridge and, through a misun- ing for them at the Si- Bend. 
dersmding, the order was given It was on August 15 that the 
to blow up the bridge. When this was done Japanese Emperor, aware of the slaughter 
two thirds of 17 Div were left on the far side of his troops at the sittang and other bat- 
of the Sittang. tles, took the decision to surrender. 

The fate of Burma was sealed. Rangoon The next development was on August 
could not now be held and the 14th Army 26, again at HQ 1/10 Gurkhas. 

J.ck skil,,w 
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Brig Miles Smeeton of I 
Corps presided and the senior 
Japanese officer was a lieu- 
tenant colonel representing the 
commander of Japanese forces 
in Burma. 

He was accompanied by 
three other officers and two 
orderlies, one carrying a white 
flag, the other the Japanese 
emblem. 

A cease-fire had been 
ordered by Gen Stopford, and 
in the discussion it was agreed 
the Japanese would withdraw 1 from their forward position, 
there would be a cessation of ' patmls, and no firing on Britisb 

1 mops. 
In the weeks that followed 

there were many local surren- 
ders and gradudly the Japanese remated 
more and more. 

Eventually there was a large-scale sur- 
render of the Japanese f o r e  at Paung on 
October 29 and Brig Smeeton presided 
Over the ceremony when the officer of the 
28th Armv's 54th and 55th Divisions sur- 

~~ 

rendered ;heir swords. 
The 1/10 Gurkhas were on parade. The 

dif6culties of life in the field did not pre- 
vent officers and men amemkg with .= 
parade-ground smartness. 

The Gurkha hats had been fiercely 
ironed to shape, and tilted to the correct 
angle, the green uniforms had been pressed 
and Innyards, pistol holsters and belts were 
spotlessly white. 

A gilded pagoda, dnmaged by shell !ire, 
overlooked the WO camps, one of the 
Gurkha battalion, the other of thousands of 
Japanese. Occasionally a breeze caused a 
M e  of silver-toned bells. The jungle 
deadened sound and the swift-nowing Sit- 

The boards of the bridge were loose. As 
the Japanese crossed into captiviv, laden, 
unsteady of foot and bewildered, they pre- 
sented a suange sight. Their disaphe was 
good and they had made an effort to 
smarten themselves up, but they were ob-- 
ouslythoroughly beaten men. 

The final surrender of all Japanese mops 
in Burma was completed by November 6 - 
but for 1/10 Gurkhas the ceremony at 
pputlgwastheirdayoftriumph. 

I 

I mug moved quietly on. 

- 
THE BOMB THAT 
SAVED LIVES 

ATTEMPTS by churches and offielai randered and would have suffered three 
bcdles to commemonte the horror of the million dead, M the bombs saved their 
flrst atomic bombs angered prisoners of IIVM as well ee ours." 
warwho belleve that thedevas- Prayera in the special open 

elr service in front of Bucking- 
ham Palace wHI Include thanks 
for tha rawnelilatlon whlch has 
already been established 
between many nation. who 
opposed each other in wer, and 
the hope that nmelning dlvC 
sions m y  eventually be 
healed. 

Burma Star Association 

Bernard Checksfield comment- 
ed that the rewncllietlon is 
general, and not spectflc to the 

tatlon wrought on Japn  uved 
thelr lives. 

The effect was so em- 
strophlc that the Japanese 
amperor eswrted hlmseif and 
ordered the surrender - over 
the heada of his mllltary, who 
had plans toaxecuteall prlson- 
era when Japen was invactad. 

"There is a lot of nonsense 
talked about thls: said Tom Air Vice Marshal Chalrman Air Vice Marshal Sir 
McGowran, a suwlvor of the Sir brnard 
infamous Death Railway and Chacksfield 

Changl His local prison. council rwmtly voted money Far East. "I can understand the feelings of 
to allow CND to float paper boats wlth ex-prlsoners of war who received such 
candles to mark the occaslon of the first horrific treatment at the hands of the 
bombs. Japanese and who find It Impslble to 

"They have more money than sense," consider monclilation with thow who 
sald Tom. "An Amerlcan strategic meet- have never apologisedforthat barbarlw? 
ing expected ue to auffer a million casual- The feelings of Far East vetarana had 
ties In the firat month If we had to invade bean conslde,red In pnparlng the wm- 
Japan. The Japanese would not have sur. 

d 
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HM ships prince of W e s  and 
been sunk - a shocking,hlow to 

His job in Malaya was to feed the g& 
with amno, which was diflicult when there 
were no village names and he was only 
given a map reference. 

On s d  occasions he would arrive and 
could see where the guns had been, but 
with no longer a soul in sight. 

“I was left with four trucks of ammo with 
the Japs hehind and in front,” he said. 

One of the meatest shocks on b e i  cau- 

THE FfRST suppliea parachu 
starving prkoners of war in 
Chang~ gaol were 20,000 conuaceptives. 

Charles PeaU ofthe Royal Army Service 
Corps, who eagerly drove a truck to get the 
first, massive, container parachuted to 
them by the RAF, could hardly believe his 
eyes, though he now appreciates why they 
were sent. 

The women were riddled with venereal 
diseases after s d  years of Japanese 
occupation but sex was the last thing on his 
mind. 

‘We hadn’t an ounce of energy and the 
thought of lovingmaking of any desmp- 
tion was beyond belief,” he said. 

Disaster dogged his footsteps shordy 
he j o d  up in Sepfember 1939. He 

just managed to escape from the dCbgcle m 
Norway, blocking the German advance 
with eight depth-charges he had driven up 
a precipitous road. 

On the way to the Middle East he spent 
Chrisrmas 1941 in Durban, unnware that 
Hong Kong was surrendering. 

He was diverfed to Sqapore - though 
all the trucks carried on to the Middle East. 
Asheamvedinathunclastm,Smgapore 
had just been bombed and he c d d  see the 

tured was the-chsnpe from European-fodd. 
For the nexf three-and-a-halfvears he had 

box h r o d t  out for the commandant t o m  

After-the tears and backslabping the Aus- 
frahns - alwaya a bolshie lot, says Charles 
affectionately - starfed a conga, dancing 
through all the huts, picking up anything 
fhat could make a noise. Thousands of 
prisoners smashed the gates down and 
danced through the Japanese quarfers, 
where the terrified guards tried to hide in 

to eat little but rice. 
Crushed rice would make porridge in the 

morning. Lunch was one cup of rice and in 
the evening there was one-and-a-half cups 
of rice and some onion water, except on the 
odd occasion when there were dehydrated 
vegetables. 

“We were expected to do hard, manual 
work on the Burma-Siam railway for 12 to 
18 hours a day on this diet,” he said. 
Egg and bacon was what the POWs 

craved when they were released, but this 
wan wisely rrfusod as their stomachs had 
shrunk to virmally nothing. 

the rafters. 
WO1 McTavish, an ArgJius RSM, took 

charge and the next day a Thai offered to 
show them silent Mony Banks films. 

He arrived with his orcheoua - an 88 
drum and a clarinet - and wailed and 
banged through nvo-and-a-half hours of 
hilarity which was a tremendous morale 

Arriving back in Liverpool in November, 
945, Charles could not bclicve how cold it 
ms. He was used to walking abou 
nly a “Jap happy” loin cloth. 
His arrival was ironic ~ the docke 

n sailre and the PoWs had to help 
ie ship. Charles Peall was back in Bri 

boostcr for everyone. I 

, 

Tha Camemnlam w u a  amongthahw# ewapt back by tha Japuua h o m h  5#u 

leaving a bemused Tom to carry on making 
the fire. 
They learned of the surrender after work 

parries were brought hack early. The Japan- 
ese commander said that out of the kind- 
ness ofhis heart he was going to make them 
free men, and asked for three cheers for the 
Imperial “We couldn’t Japanese sleep Army. and sat about chat- 

ting, falliing asleep where we sat,” said Tom. 
“The next mormng we were invited into 
the nearest Thai village and we got plas- 
tered.” 

Soon afterwards Lady Mountbatten 
dropped in on the pnsoners. Tom vividly 
remembers her vlsit - she was in shorts. 

Tom returned to Bntain to continue hs 
m e r  m journalism, becoming managing 
editor then director of the MKwk Hwald. 
He has no qualms about returning to the 
scene of his degradation, and is gomg back 
in September under his own resources to 
lay U wreath as seawary of the Scottish 
Prisoners of War Association. 
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us into the graves we dug and machine-gun Some thought that great efforts would he 
us.” made to rescue them. 

Tom was with the 14th Secuon RAOC in Tom felt it could take a couple of years, 
Malaya and was one of 15,000 and admits to a certain despair 
prisoners herded into Changi after fhree years when nothing 
gaol. The followmg years had happened. 
would be characterised by As the end approached, 
chromc food shortage, illness prisoners could keep up with 
and many deaths. progress via a se& radio. Tom 

The degradauon inflicted on knew the writing was on the 
the prisoners was too much f wall while he was at camp on 
many young Briush soldia the railway and heard a mm 

unloading. 
Next mormng, it was his 

turn to make the rice pomdge 
and as he sat poking the bamboo 
&e a young woman - complefe- 

The whole 18th Division 
arrived lust as Singapore was 
about to fall, and many 18 and 
19-yepr-olds were pitched m. 
“Captivitg was too much for 
them and they just died - it was the easy ly naked - appeared OUT of the mist 
way out.” She was one of the Korean “comfort” 

Herded into cattle frucks, they were girls provided for the Japanese guards who 
moved north to work on the railway. It wa8 were being withdrawn. 
a four-day journey, packed 30 to each The girl asked for a light for a Cigarefte 
rmcS with no facilities. Many had dysen- (Tom snll remembers her exact words) and 

then walked off into the morning mists, tery and bed bed. 

iom h $ & o ~  

DIGGING his own grave was not the most 
pleasant of experiences for Sgt Tom 
McGowran, taken prisoner by the Japan- 

He spent more than three years as a pns- 
oner, 18 months of which were on the 
River Kwai strerch of the “Death Railway” 
from Siam to Burma. 

“We were told to d g  deep aenches, 108 
by IZft, round all  our C ~ ~ P K ,  and at cor- 
ners of uenches were placed machine- 
guns” he said. 

“We then had s e v d  drills where we had 
to enter these uenchea with machine-guns 
frained on us.” 

Captured documents and publications 
have provided the gnm evidence. When 
Siam and the Malay peninsula were 
attacked, the prisoners would be a nui- 
sance behind the front line. 

“They wouldn’t have the time or man- 
power to look after us so they would quick- 
ly dispose of us as they did the Ameriams 
in the Philippines. The plan was to march 

se when Smgapore fell. 
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M E  BETT Review recommendations on pay, 
career structures and conditions of service will 
affect Brihsh Army personnel well into the next 
century. YOU have your chance to mould the 
changes. Tell So/dier what yw think of them. 
Good, bad, indifferent . . . the implementation. 
team needs to know YOUR views. 

expect a m&/e m n i  of free time for 
UmrrwMs and W r  families. They will also 
em%ct to work at a mca w i k h  is dxd/enaino. 

- 
"servicemen," says Eau, "win incmsing/y 

BROKE - IN MORE 
WAYS THAN ONE 

lm? Boardim School Albwance. lead fees for I 
house purcha&~ disturbance albGance, re- 
training for spouse . . . 

How long should tours last and would YOUR 
views on stability be the same if most acwmpa- 
nied tours were within the UK? 

Bett says bdh married and single S e ~ b  
personnel should be encouraged to live in pri- 
vate acmmmodatbn where appropriate, with 
the funds M) saved used to upgrade the quality 
of MQs and quarters. . 

Are improvements to current welfare sup 
port arrangwnts necessary? 

Is a suggestion that the MOD draws up formal 
definllions for entilkd partnars - so rewgnis- 
ing changing attitudes In society-appropriate to 
theArmed Forces,orisitmerelyoi~aPan- 
dora's box d problems? Should leave rules be 
tigMened so no one loses out on their entltle- 
ment? 

The Parliamentary Ombudsman, as a last 
resort, should be permitted to deal wlth mm- 
plaints by Servicemen about admin matlers. Will 
this undermine the chaln of command? 

I NOW... f I -- 
non? More stability, more mobllity mum 
undermine the Army's emOs. affect the regl- 
mentsl system and make us more like a dwlian 
organisatbn. What's YOUR opinion? 
As a way of lessening family turbulence, 

would the removal or reduction of the Arms Plot 
haveadetrimentaleffectonopera~alcapabil- 
ity, recruiting and retention? 

Should Servicemen be permitted to serve 
unacownpanied or acwmpanied In poa where 
th latter is an option - withwt adverse affect on 
their careers? Would YOU be happy to forgo 
hmlly stablllty to increase your promotlon 
chances? 

If family Stability is unobtainable, what would 
YOU consider to be fair compenaatbn for its 

THE following tale may sound 
comical to the present-day sol- 
dier but to me at the time it was 
quite serious. 

When I was chosen for a 
night recce patrol on Wadi 
Akarit in the Western Desert on 
Apd 1, 1943 we were stripped 
of anything that might make a 
sound - and our pay books. 

After several hair-raising 
incidents the patrol came 
under a German grenade 
attack which resulted in much 
bloodshed. My right arm and 
both my legs were broken. 

Helped to safety by a patrol 
of Seaforth Highlanders in the 
vicinity, I underwent surgery in 
Tripoli Hospital (I still carry 
some shrapnel to this day), was 

taken by ship to Egypt and 
ended up in Tel El Kebir Hos- 
pital in some state. 

It was there that I was asked 
by an RAMC sergeant if I 
wanted pay. When I said yes, 
he asked to see my pay book 
which, I explained, had been 
taken from me when I left for 
the patrol. 

His response: "No pay book, 
no pay." I can't recall precisely 
what I said to him, but he 
threatened to charge me. 

I'd like to have seen him try. 
- William McMillan (ex-1st 
Bn The Black Watch 
(RWR)), The Princess 
Louise Scottish Hospital, 
Erskine Hospital, Bishop- 
ton, Renfrewshire. 

~tham"ti& 
radian. 
5manp~wer 
c m m i t -  

unn pm- 
njividuais. 
I increased 
uftng more 
remain and 
Yr people to 
tween mre 
lrobaanm- 

l w i n o l b e s o p r a ~ ~ t t h e y d  
to enpy the# work or do it wdh & 

WehambBsntoMinrecenfy 
ansmthoutmnparabk,reduct 
m t s  ham resuhsd in mr-h 
grammes and tw I#& free hme I 

 IS has been exacehak 
avlllMLsation 01 suppat p f s  
strain on moSe Se~cemen wl 
removing hS-1 c#mmnmf 
enjoy a more nonnai pace of/& 
hecbc depbynmnts *Is thh I 
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Colourful history Don't forget 
QVS Dunblane 

I WAS aurprlcd to read that 
OCdt Hay dld not know that 
Queen VlctMla School at 
Dunblana also has Colours, 
wrtlcularly as the schools 
haw clwe Ilnks. I would wan 
argue that OVS la iha wnlor 
and has held Its Coloure 
10-1 - WO1 (SS4  J M  
Mackle, HO BRITFOR, Spllt. 

MY FELUlW ex-Dukie, 
OCdt Michael Hay (Letters, 
July 24) suggests that three, 
rather than two, schools have 
their own Colours - Chel- 
tenham College, Eton, and the 
Duke of York's R d  Militarv 

I attended the Duke of 
York's Royal Military 1930-34 
and always understood that it 
was an integral unit of the 
British Army. 
This, of course, places the 

school in a different category 
from Cheltenham and Eton, 
which are "civilian" schools. 

The original Colours were 
presented to the school when it 
resided at the Duke of York's at 
Chelsea and was then known 
as the Royal Military Asylum. 

The presentation was per- 
formed by King George W. 
The Colours were escorted by 
Colour Corporals who wore a 
crown above their two stripes 
to denote their rank. 

In my day - and I believe 
today-the school was dressed, 

Norway story told in book 
May I recommend the book ANTONY SHAW reminded 

us (Letters, June 26)  that this Lest We Forget by Kenneth 
year is the 55th anniversary of Rankin, in which a chapter 
the Norway Campaign which dealing with Norway includes 
left 1,869 dead, wounded or the recollections of Victor 

Riches and Eric Spikesman, missing. 
who served there with 151151 

ans like myself who did not HAA Regiment Roval 
There must be many veter- 

fed and paid by the then War 
Office. I received my first offi- 
cial army pay in 1931 when I 
was granted my first Good 
Conduct smpe for one year's 
service - one (old) penny per 
month. 

In my final year my pay 
jumped to fourpence per week 
(corporal's pay) plus three- 
pence per month for my three 
GC stripes. 

I wish Michael Hay a happy 
and prosperous Army career 
and hope his pay prospects will 
have vastly improved! J V 
Lewis, ex-RQMS RE, 
Longfield, Kent. 

0 Girls march for the first time 
on the Duke of York's Grand Day 
parade - Sriefings, Page 36. 

1 
J 

School. 
"Gone! Lot 1 3 . .  ,100 Chlettalns, 50 Saracens and 75 SP 

105mm. . . to the gentleman from Zagreb a1 the back 

\ 
rhe Royal British Legion Coin 

' Legal Tender &2 coin commemorating Fhe 1 end of World War I1 

realise British forces were in Artillery. - W HOC& 
Norway on May Wolverhampton. 

ion, 
Ludgerrhallslovy-see Pagss 12-13 

Memorials 'well cared for 1 

WITH reference to MI Ian 
Davidson's letter (July 10) on 
the subject of the alleged lack 
of maintenance on military 

Britain have a statutory oblig; 
tion rq e-gpe fiiq these smc- 
tures;.:,, c,::.: :~.,%:;: 

The.Wir 'Memorials ( L O C ~  
Authorities' Powers) Act 1923 
makes it the clear responsibility 
of local authorities to maintain, 
repair and alter war memorials 
within their boundaries. 

The Act goes on to include 
the engraving of additional 
names previously omitted as 
well as the re-engraving of 
names which have become 
illegible. 

Before any monument is 
erected in London, approval 
must be sought from the Secre- 
tary of State for National Her- 
itage and among the criteria is 
the assurance that there is a 
body prepared to accept 
responsibility for its mainte- 
nance. Other authorities haw 
similar The regulations. photograph accompe 

nying the letter shows the' 
Graspan Memorial, the only 
Ro-1 Mariner nlonument in 

London, responsibility for 
which is in the hands of the 
Royal Parks Agency. This 
agency has always ensured that 
it is cared for, particularly at 
the time of the annual Graspan 
Parade, which is attended by 
about 600 former and serving 
Royal Marines. 

It seems to us that a little 
extra attention is given to the 
area for the Royal Marines but 
I am equally sure that the same 
detailed attention is paid to 
every other regimental smc- 
ture. 

Many of those holding office 
in the local authority depart- 
ments responsible for this duty 
have served in the Forces. 
They fully appreciate how 
much a monument means to a 
regiment. 
Credit They where do a it's splendid due, gentle- job. 

men. - Jam- G Ellerd, 
Chairman, City of London 
Branch, Royal I\lerines 
Association. 
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a poorly cared for war memori- 
al? 

Mr Davidson may be well 
intentioned but his proposal 
for the formation of an associa- 
tion together with a hnd-rais- 
ing section to finance the 
maintenance of these monu- 
ments is quite unnecessary. 

Do we really need an "Asso- 
ciation of Associations" for this 
purpose, when the designated 
bodies perform their duties so 
well? 

From my 29 years' experi- 
ence as a police officer in 
London, I can assure Soldier 
readers that these authorities 
take their duty in this regard 
very seriously and will respond 
immediately to any report of 
work They required. would most certainly 

act promptly in the event of 
graiiiti being reported on war 
memorials and military statues. 

All local authorities in 

ON THE subject of Indian 
Army ranks, as Umrao Singh 
(correct spelling) was a havil- 
dar at the time of his award of 
the Victoria Cross it might 
have been easier to have 
reported him as such, giving 
his equivalent rank as seqeant, 
which would have been accu- 
rate. 

However, despite the efforts 
of your correspondents, there 
is no British Army equivalent 
of the Viceroy's Commissioned 
Officer and my book S m  of 
John Company (Spellmount 
1992) attempts to resolve the 
mystery. 

VCOs were senior Non- 
commissioned Officers, long 

in service and experience, who, 
since they usually did not 
speak English, would not be 
suitable for the grant of the 
King's Commission. 

They frequently served as a 
cushion between the Indian 
soldier and his young British 
officers. 

An Indian battalion between 
the wan would have held some 
20-25 VCOs, the senior of 
whom was the subedar-major, 
and although he ranked junior 
to the youngest British officer, 
it would be a rash young subal- 
tern who challenged the S M s  
decisions. 

British wartime plans for the 
postwar Indian Army envis- 

aged an end to the VCO but 
they still exist in both India and 
Pakistan as junior commis- 
sioned officers. 

The title jemadar, inciden- 
tally, was dropped since it also 
translated as "sweeper". - 
John Caylor (Hon Sec, The 
Military Historical Soci- 
ety), Bromley, Kent. 

YOUR correspondent Maj 
Bower Uuly 10) is unlikely to 
have seen a subedar major of 
the Indian Army with three 
crowns on his epaulettes. This 
rank would have had only a 
single crown on each. - BHT 
Barlow-Poole, Bishop- 
steignton, Devon. 

I 
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SOLDIER 
to Soldier 

NTS 

:ARCHLINE 
EddishRoad,Kil$Grsen,Bi~- 
ham €33 SRN (W 01 21 628 5388). 

7lat HAA Rqinunt RA: Follow- 
kg thelrsucoesshrl becMxl dinner 
reunion at Wodwid, m June, 71s 

n6xtdbxmin June 1996. Maib 
fmm Eric DunWey, Popinjays, Lime 
Norton, Naton Sub Hamdon, 
Soomerset TA 146TE OrJackUark- 
son, 10 He@ Way, Armley, 
Leeds. W Ycfks LS123SN. 

Cornwall Schml, DMbnund ex- 
pupils and teachers rn@ w 
reunim In July 1sgB. CDnteCt 
Swun Selman (A Stephenson) 
on 01622 7431 00 (home) oi 01 622 
773265 (wocrc). 

HA4 Rsgt RAocAis plarmlng e 

h l o r  
Mmjor Qm’nmla: Maj Gen K J 
DrewienMiewlcz to be Director 
support LANDCENTtmm July 28 
in succession to h4aj Gen M S 
white. 

M q  Gen M S White to be Direc- 
tor General LGgistic support (A) 
from July 28 in succession to Maj 
Gen D L Burden. 

Wgadk G G Messeny-whit- 
mg -To WEU, July 20. 

Colamk: T N Tyler - To MOD, 
July 17; T R Dumas - To be 

~h#Uill*..ocktiMIolF8r 
M ~ o t w a r * . . o o f b  
Uon: VJ Day wwke of remem- 
brance, St Ws-in-the-Wl 
Ring, Birmingham. August 20 at 
1830 haurs. 

VE and VJ drum head 
mlor, and nunlon: Including 
BurmaStarsetvke,Auguat2O.M 
cdours, Stand- and members 
welmme. 

R0V.l A m y  wm~ cwp. 
-: Annual reunion at 
Defence Animal Centre on Sep 
tember 3. aetsilrr fmm RHO 
RAVC, DAC. Mellan Mowbray 
LE13 OSL(telOlB&l411811) 

Air Daqmtch: 11th annual Air 
Despatch reunmn takes place at 
AMC, 29 Regiment RLC, Duke of 
Gloucester Barracks, Swm 
Cemey, Urnester, on Ssptem- 
ber 30. T i  only. B t a h  fmm 
the secretary, Air Despatch Asso- 
matron, 23 Calm, Road, Lymham. 
Chippenham. Wlb  (tsl 01249 
890412). 

A . r o c i . t l o n o l ~ R I .  
49th postwar reunion will be held 
at the Royal school of Artillery, 
Larkhill, on October 21. Details 

DAIMAMA Amman. July% R J S 
Smith-ToMoD, J1dy18. 

Lt Coh: R D Boden AGC(ETS) 
- To HQ ETS(UK), July 17; M F 
Bowman REME -To be CO SE 
and AE, July 21 ; W P Crowley, R 
Signals - To be CO 34(N) Si 
Aegt, July 17; M B Momwd, R 
lnsh -To HQ RAO, July 17; W J 
Tustin AGC(ETS) -To HQ BFHK, 
July 19; 6 E Weaving AGC(SPS)- 
To MOD, July 17. 

R8tlremsnto 
colonel: 0 M RobeRs, late 

RRW, JuFy 18. 

The fosowklg ma@rsto subslentive 
l ieutenat l t~homJune30:  IM(. 

RA: MJD Focate. 
RE: p1 J Painter, R N  Rigby, SW 

RLC:C J Hemlngrvay, N OCon- 

Aoo(spa): C J K&hamr, N 

*QcIErSk A A C Munm. 
LlrawfW. 

tmm W E G Woods, 49 Marlbor- 
wgh Mew Cove. Famborwgh, 
Hants GU14 QYA (W 01ZS2 
512085). 

5 KlngrR T Form oc*: Annual 
meeting OcWm 23-26. Details 
from 8BuBtaw R Walker. 15 
w e e g w ~ d  RA, Park, 
Stoke on Trent ST12 963. 

logs 
G M a  No 4 can- 

pny: Fourth annual reunion 
dinner takes place in Binnlngham 

served in the 3rd BatteHon 
W e e n  1950-55 ls welcome. 
Detab from Hany wes$aRh. 49 
Rokeby Park, Hull HU4 7QE (id 
01482 5oa649). 

On Apnl 13, 1996. Anyone who 

Until the autumn: Sower 50th 
annhrersary exhibilion, NaWnal 
A m y  Museum, Royal Hospital 
Road, Chelsea. Admissron free 
AUGUST 
26.n: open air Mify music 
mMKt featuring and Band fireworks of orenedier dkpiay 

Guards, organised by 27 Rag+- 
ment RLC at Ash Range Conr 
plex near Aldershot m ad of 
local and service chmes. 
Enfranoe f10. lamU!as f25. 

348881. 
SEPTEMBER 
2-3: Berwick Mnltary Tattoo in 
aM of SSAFA. 
4 Royal signals 75lh annner 
sary fair, BergenMhne, Ger- 
manv. 

OAPS ~ 7 .  Tickets on oim 

7-10! Disabled Ex-Sew!ces 
Ihiialion world Garnee, 
Gateshead Stadium. 
17 Wmde818r and DiS(rl0t MH6 
taria Society fair and ’ 
winoh8818r Cui-% 



This authoritative atlas U a history of the war in the Pacific told 
thmugh lhoughrhrl text and colowful maps and m s m d o n s .  
W e s .  movements of flens and armed foras, strategies. 
milirary and naval campaigns of the Allies and the Japanese 
fm arc all illustrwd. Although mainly dcaling with thc 
S c c d  World War. it also mvm the pre-war period from 1918. 
?he atkLF stands on iu own as P vibrant analysis of the war as 
well as being a valuable cmnpamon map guide 10 other 
publications on the war agailtu Japan. 

The author is Assistant Ducstor of the NauMwl Army Museum. 
with wveral bestselling b0d;S on military history to his name. 

Tbe R d n c  War A W  1941-3945 is publishad by HMSO 
Books in associauon with the National Army Museum I 

REVIEW! 

History 
Devons 
worth the _ _  -~ - 

long wai 
IT HAS& 13 year0 C o p  
d u c e T h s m & Y ~ . t h +  
o 5 l a  history of Tbe Deaon- * Rcgimanf, ia three d- 
umes - and the time has 
undoubad$bealweuspent. 
Roga Rabiason’s fwt 

vohrme, published in 1988, 
~ t h e ~ ~ t h e  for- 
mation ofthe 1 lth Foot in 1685 
to the end of the Napoleo& 
Warm1815. 
Now two more volumes, 

Mincn by ntirrd frcpdmasa 
Bill Aggett, and taking the story 

.on with the upm- 
Donrar in 1958 and beyod 
h a w c o m p l e t e d t h i s l e d i -  
tion project. 

These stumWy-aearched 
worhe of high quality haw b&n 
well worth the wait The read- 
able and richly-detailed nann- 
tive, drawing on eye-witness 
pccounm, kitaa and diaries, is 
complementedbymomthm 80 
maps and 145 illusaations, 
some, from 20th cul~rg bat- 
des, never before published. 

Appendices, chmnological 
tables, and so on, give even 
more “nitty-grittf for the ded- 
icated student. 
The books’ genaic tide is the 

nickname the 1 ltb earned, with 
a battle honour, for its gallantry 
at Salammm in 1812. 
In Volume II the author, who 

served with the h n s  (which 
evolved h n  the llth), ulkes 
the reada through the 19th 
cenmy,withaptuticdarlyiine 
ncaunt of the 1st and 2nd Bat- 
talions in the Boa war and 
Skge ofLpdysmith, and on to 
start of the First World War. 

The Devons fielded 25 bat- 
&ns in the Great wnr and 
vdume m desaibes fighting 
and spaifice in Flanders, 
Salonika, hksop0rSmia and 
pntesdne. The Second World 
War brought d c e  m Malta, 
Burms, &Day and the in the 
Allied armies sdvaodng from 
Normandy to the Baltic. 

A f t a t h c w n r t h a e w a e  

ANYONE who may be in 
doubt about the need to end 
the horrific war against Japan 
should d Maj Paul Robin- 
son’s foreword to Pint In Lart 
Out, and then read on to get a 
fuller picture of the privations 
of AUied soldim at the hand8 
of their barbaric captors. 

This book$ sub-riTled m 
Hismy of the 115th Bn lk 
Shsaaod Fmssrsrs 1939-45, is a 
remarkable private publicntion 
by a former munber of the reg- 
iment, Cliff Housley, who 
s e d  in the 1st Bsrtplion 
from 1956 to 1968. 

Renowned for the meroan 
and green blood in his veins 
(the resimmtpl colours), the 
a u h  has cl@ i b M  a 
book that needed writing and 
has done it not a m o m f t  too 

The privations mentioned in 

of the wida record of the 
events affpctiqg the 1/5th Bat- 
talion ILS a whole during the 
myears. 

battalion’s early day8 in 
France, m d m  U) Enk 

swn. 

the opening paragraph part 

The *will learn of the 

Burma and 
Barns I ey 
don’t m k  

British PcbWs torpedoed on 
the way to Japan 
and on to Singapore p t  in 
time to take part m the final 
two weeks of fighting on the 
island. 

Captimw in Singapore is 
a d  and the book follows 
the battalion as it is split into 
groups and men BR sent to 
Formosa, Japan and to Thai- 
land for work on the intimous 
Rnihmy of Deeth. 
There are mpny storica of the 

building ofthis rpihvoybut the 
subsequent shipping of many 
men m work in Japan is less 
well known. perhaps the great- 
est number of casualties w a e  
from these pprries when their 
unmarked Japanese cargo ves- 

caasubmnrines. 
When VJ Day arrived the 

battdionsurvivaswerespread 
far and wide around the Far 
Bast and many men completed 
a cir-tion of the 
globe by ntllltljng home via 
r iu wciftc and the USA. 

The bamlim never f o d  
1 .t a g a i n s a a u n i t b u t i t n h a v e  

torpedoed byAmeri- 

past the gallant Col Lilley in 
Dabyin 1946. 

The battalion *formed 
wim the iesf of the Tenitoriel 
Army in 1947 and remained m 
being until amalgamation with 
the 8th Battalion from Not- 
tinghsmshire in 1961. After 
furtha reorgadsations it now 
provides a company for the 3rd 
Battalion the worcesnrshirr 
and Sherwood Forester8 Regi- 
ment. 

One cannot mview this book 
without mentioning the 
inaedible record of service of a 
large majority of those who 
served in the battalion in the 
Second World War (1,056 
listed). 

The 176-page book Contains 
many dmvbgs and pho- 
tographs. - cm 



Magical mystical tour 
into a horrific past. 

LIKE SO many of the postwar 
generation, Ausualian journal- 
ist Micool Brooke became dra- 
matically aware of the story of 
the Death Railway when as a 
seven-year-old in Sydney he 
saw the film The on the 
River Kwai. 

when his dream to visit the 
bridge came true in 1987 he 
was captivated by the b e a u m  
province of Kanchanaburi. His 
passion turned inro a mission - 
to convey the tragic experi- 
ences and conflicting emotions 
of an earlier generation to 
others like himself, 

Hence the title of his book, 
Captive ofthe River Kwae (cor- 
rect local spelling), which can 
best be described as documen- 
tary and travelogue written in a 
series of journalistic essays. It 
has to be said that, to this 
reviewer, the illustrations, con- 
trasting the human sufferings 
of half a century ago with the 
glossy, picture-postcard beauty 
of the area today, sit uneasily 

The book, which helps to 
correct some of the miscon- 
ceptions arising from the 
Oscar-winning film, is dedicat- 
ed to the many war veterans 
from Japan, Australia, Britain, 
the Netherlands and America 
whom he met or who wrote to 
him with “new facts and 
secrets to research”. 

It is also dedicated to today’s 
youth, “who might be puzzled 
by the animosity that still sur- 
rounds those distant events”. 

. side by side. 
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ROAD TO VICTORY: Mori Of the Border Regiment mop up on the wtskllts of M u ,  a road and rail junc. 
non 50 m l b  Wrth Of Rangoon, aW GurkhM Of the 14th Army had taken the town from Ua J~~ 

The reader gets a hint of the 
spiritual nature of Brooke’s 
experience when be says that 
his travels and researches 
“opened a Pandora’s box of 
facts, myths and legends that 
took me with a magical, almost 
mystical lure into the jungle to 
discover some of the hardships 
for myself”. 

He goes on to describe bow 
he became “a recorder of 
fading memories of a dying 

“THE CAMBRIDGE” I 

r- 
lW8 signed and numbered print d me Cambnae Milllary Hospital a1 the turn 
2f the Century, sire 17“ x 12” is a laning IriLniie to mis famous Aldershn 

ISndmnrk.Th-3 cost is f25.W (md pep). with a full money back guarantee. 
pkan md your mltUnG. to: Davld Pfilchud, 

44 Hop l€ard.n, Zebon Copw, Church Cm0W.m HanU GU13 OYL 

generation of Japanese and 
Allied former Servicemen who 
helped build or destroy the 
Burma-Siam railway”. 

He found that some of the 
Allied veterans he met were 
willing to forgive. For others, 
notably author and historian 
Arthur Lane, who was brutally 
beaten by his captors, the 
hatred burns as fiercely as ever. 

Brook records a dramatic 
confrontation between former 
British Army corporal Trevor 
Dakin, who also suffered in 
captivity, and Nagase Takashi, 
who had been an interpreter in 
the Japanese “Gestapo”. 

The pair came face to face 
when, by an odd tw is t  of fate, 
Japanese, American and 
British war veterans arranged 
separate visits to Kan- 
chanaburi War cemetery on 
the same day in February 
1994. 

Dakin coniidently strode up 
to his one-time enemy and 
introduced himself as a former 
Death Railway prisoner. 

Nagase said emotionally: 
“I’m sorry for the suffering and 
pain you endured during the 

war. I also apologise for my 
country’s war of aggression. 
Please accept my apology. To 
be pardoned would give me 
great joy.” 

There was a handshake and 
D a h  told Brooke that 
although he was still (like 
others) waiting for a formal 
apology and a new compensa- 
tion package from the Japanese 
government, he was unable to 
turn away a sincere individual 
who wanted to atone for past 
wrongdoings. 

From cover notes it seems 
that this work of undoubted 
merit is viewed as ”the final 
chapter” in the story of the 
Death Railway. 

This seems more than a little 
presumptuous, for there are 
many who are not yet pre- 
pared, ifever, to dose the book 
on this bomtic episode of still 
recent history. - CH 

Captlve of the R l w  Kwae by 
M i w o l  B W e .  Merman Publish- 
ing, Bangkok, soflback. Available 
at f12 inc surface shipping to UK 
from Jerboa-Redcap Books, PO 
Box 1058. Hightstown, KI 08520, 

AT THE end of the 
Second World War 
Jochen Peiper, the bril- 
liant leader of Hitler’s 
bodyguard regiment, 
was a marked man. 

His name was linked 
with the massacre in 
December 1944 of 
more than 70 
unarmed American 
prisoners during the 
Battle of the Bulge, 
and with the murder of 
Belgian and Italian 
civilians. 

Not only that - he 
was one-time adjutant 
to the bated Heinrich 
Himmler. 

At Dachau in 1946 
Peiper was Pied for his 
alleged role in the 
“Malmedy Massacre” 
but his death sentence 
was commuted to life 
imprisonment. This 

, was further reduced 

and he was released in 
1956. 

On Bastille Dav. 
I, 

1976, be was mur- 
dered in a fire-bomb 
attack on his French 
retirement home. 

Maj Gen Mike 
Reynolds, the British 
former commander of 
NATO’s International 
Mobile Force, has 
made a professional 
and, in retirement, 
personal 25year study 
of the Ardennes offen- 
sive - and of Peiper in 
particular. 

As one would 
expect, the resulting 
book,% Devil’s Ad&- 
trmr, has been 
painstakingly and 
e x h a u s t i v e l y  
researched. Driven by 
a quest for the truth, 
the author has inter- 
viewed and befriended 

participants on both 
sides. 

Above all, he has set 
out to be objective, “to 
juxtapose the various 
versions of what each 
side say happened ....” 
He adds: “I believe my 
account to be the most 
accurate yet written”. 
This is the perfect 

book for the reader 
whose enthusiasm may 
be eqnally divided 
between works of em- 
dite military history 
and whodunnits. 

And as with all good 
whodunnits, this 
reviewer would not 
dream of giving away 
the ending. - CH 

The Jochen Devil’s Pelpw, Adjutant: Panzer 

Leader by Michael 
Reynolds. Spellmount, 
hardback, f20. 

Panzer leader Jochen Pelper plctund In July I943 
Piaurn fmn a”lwr’s rnllenion 

Mounted in Mespot - another 
through canter cavalry history 

A few months ago we reviewed 
the fifth volume of the Mar- 
quess of Anglesey’s formidable 
Hirrmy of the British Cavalry. 

Now hard on its heels comes 
Volume 6, like all its predeces- 
sors a mr de force of research 
and readable presentation. 

This one covers the well-nigh 
forgotten campaign in what 
was then Mesopotamia, the 
Iraq of today. If the sideshow in 
“Mespot” figures in military 
history it is chiefly for the 
humiliating loss of Kut and its 
dire consequences. 

Hitherto all historians except 
the authors of the Official His- 
tory have largely ignored the 

subsequent struggle which saw 
the defeat of the Turks, and the 
significant part played by the 
mounted troops who faced not 
only staunch enemy resistance 
but the indigenous hazards of 
the terrain - shrivelling beat 
(often 12OF), sandstorms, lack 
of water and forage, and the 
ever-present swarms of fero- 
cious flies attacking man and 
beast. 

Lord Anglesey redresses the 
balance with a clean-cut acc- 
ount of the cavalry operations. 

Moreover, he includes copi- 
ous extracts from personal let- 
ters and diaries, the narrative 
is brought vividly to life and 

makes absorbing reading. As 
so often, regiments ignored 
the maxim that gallant 
charges without fire support 
against unbroken infantry 
could only result in excessive 
casualties. 

Thus when the 13th Hussars 
galloped a Turkisb entrench- 
ment at h j j ,  their losses were 
heavier than those they had suf- 
fered with the Light Brigade at 
Balaclava. 

But the lesson was learned. 
The tbree-day actions at Sbar- 
qat in October 1918 were 
models of inter-arm co-opera- 
tion - “they provide as tine an 
example of the co-ordination of 

AACHEN ia the flrst 
entry In the Dictionary 
of Wars, by Gwrge 
Bruce, and Zuyder Zee 
the last. 

In between are facts 
and figures about 
every major wnflict 
from Admagetobriga, a 

Gallic tribal war fought 
In 61 BC, to the Russ- 
ian invaslon of Chech- 
nya in “December 
1095” aa the author 
says in his introduc- 
tion. Thls error is put 
rigM in the text. 

m e  study of wars 

and baub is a lob for 
historians and military 
experts and this book 
will proveof value to 
them, for it Mats in 
some detall possibly a 
couple of thousand 
conflicts end will save 
them, as Fd Marshal 

Lord Carver says In hls 
foreword, “long hours 
of tedious search for 
thesource of authori- 
W. - JM 

Dlctionary of Wars by 
George Bruce Coilins, 
hardback, f14.99. 

cavalry, artillery and armoured 
cars as is to be found in the 
whole war”, avers the Mar- 
quess. 

Throughout the campaign 
the British Regular cavalry was 
represented by only three regi- 
ments - 7th, 13th and 14th 
Hussars - whereas the Indian 
cavalry fielded 18. 

And as a bonus for the uned- 
ucated, every rime an Indian 
regiment is first mentioned the 
indefatigable author adds a 
foomote outlining its services 
(and changes of title) from for- 
mation m the 19th century 
down to the reorganisation of 
the Indian cavalry in 1922. 
Only Lord Anglesey could give 
us such detail in a campaign 
history. 

This eminently readable 
volume takes its place with the 
rest as the definitive story of 
our mounted arm. - JMB 

A History of the British Cavalry. 
Volume 6, -mla by the 
Marquess of Anglesey. Leo 
Cooper, hardback, €35. 
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S'OLDIER MART ELASSlFlED 

SCE HOTLINE I" 01367241225 

I EPAULETTE 
SLIDES 

For officers or other ranks. With 
or without unit designation. 

S.A.E. for price list. 
rrr*NnEMbtUlW&krlpnrLtd, 

mw, ump~ol w3 
phaw:01S14465161fi 

SCE HOTLINE 
01 367 241 225 

I . - .- -. ._ . . . 
li BADGES PLUS T-SHIRT & 

SWEATSHIRTS 

LOOKING FOR A PRESENT? 
We produce very attractive brooches for many regiments 

9ctgoldfromL120 S e t w l t h d d f r o m E 4 5 0  
30 regiments'brooches in stock. Sale or return available. 

SPECIAL DESIGNS MADE TO ORDER 
J. M. BICKERTON 

Manufachlring Jewellers, 23 Vyse Street, Birmingham B18 6LE 
%rfunher detnrls dquotepkose umte, fnx m phone 0121-551 7366. 

I Enadsd-mln 100 

084 OJN 
01WY 258112116 Far:0113881'2a!j4 

, i BEBATTLEREADY! i I You can be better prepared and equipped with SASS I 
I UNIQUE military clothing and equipment. I 

FOR THOSE WHO DEMAND 
THE BEST AND KNOW 
THE DIFFERENCE. 
For your FREE 
36 page colour catalogue 
write or telephone 

St. George's Works, St. George's 
Quay, Lancaster, 
Lancashire LA1 SQJ 
Telephone (01 524) 64204 

SPECIAL AIR-SEA SERVICES 

designs held In s w k  In Silk 

REPLACEDM RECORDTIME I LOSTMEDALS 

I FI.1 I SVF B MIMATI RF 
i DAY uwhnh6 SLRVICE 

RAYMOND D HOLDICH 
U RITE OR PHDNt ILIRVIIOTA7lOh 

1 Trafdgar S q l w  CsllMoR Centre 
7 Whiteornb S h e d  

London WCZH 7HA 
Tek 0171-930 I979 

0374 135493 .. 
TEL OI737645tlJ 
NU 01737645892 

TO YOUR OWN~ESIGN 
* T-SHIRTS * SWEATSHIRTS 

r q d  * POLOSHIRTS 3 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ E ~ ~ I R T S  
* BASEBALL CAPS 3 

YOU OBT YOUR COPY BEOVIARLY - 
ONLY CZ3.W POP A YENt'S S U B  

SHIRT\! 
U.K. MADE OLIVE 
GREEN T-SHIRTS 

orda 25 Shields. D.95 M VAT WI- 
*thcuKshidddoeh L17.50. T c 
t******ttt*t****t*** For free full colour brochure and 

information pach from the U K's 
leading supplier to H M Forces 
contact 

STOCK DESIGN!' 
AVAILABLE. I 
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Worthy runners-up 
a boost from Kelly -with 

atar%yAtfuytveatfllttf-scIL 
vi~?record% only on the day. 
In the Inter-senriees, she 

took 50 sewnda off the 
3,OOOm d - 9 
At the Inrer-Unb, s 
on54.51 inthe4OOmevent. 

It really h t E d  as if she was 
strolling 88 she beat the old 
record by nearly two second#. 
Torren~lainandliehming 

elulyintheprocoedmgs . hnd 
brought the pole vault and 
hammer events to a tempocary 
halt, but conditions duucd 
without causing any delay €0 
the track events. 

terisric p&ormawe h Sgt 
K&y Holmes, BritPinb pzc- 
mier miMkdistantx Nmxer, 
the Adiutsar Gmenl 's  Corps' 
women's team ended joint 
winners on points at the Army 
her-Unit armerica team 
chempionahips inAk?ershor. 

l % e W ~ y D o w n ~ -  
nonp19omadebmarkonthe 
event by ptovidins an innova- 
nve eompur+r system to d 
the %wuhs. 

Namwly beating the Adjw 
tant Gentrpl's team for the 
w-'s k p i w s h i p  tide 
were Women's S e c e s  North- 
ern Ireland, who had a berrer 
record of wins and sccond 
places on couar-back. 
Keuy, who uped the dny as 

lnduable speed training, took 
part in two of the more unusu- 
a1 ownm for her. 

H a w  won the 20Om in an 
Army record time, she went on 
to break the Army 40Om 
record, which hod eince 
1486. 
Up to the time of the Alda- 

shot event, Kellyhad this year 
set new Army recordg in the 
4W, BOO (I& 57.56, better- 
ing her own rcconl) and 
3,000m end, %XOXdhg M 
~A~~ sec- 

WFcmLyonS,WillaO 
bxit the 1,500m Army 

mord (cwm~rly standkg at 
411Ein1.41)intothebagaia 

Army records can be bdwn 

440 SL,,,," 

440 7.6 FAMILY - Pans Blue 
440 1.8 FAMILY - Dark Blue Metallic (no SIR) 
440 1.8 FAMILY - Pearl Red Metallic (no SIR) 

i - 
,> 

-1 
? 

B 
The Major Units tide was up 

for grabs this year, with 2 Royal 
Sigds, who llsually dcminate 
the event, absmt in Bosnia. 

There was a tkil lhg made 
between 7 RHA (Aldershot) 
and 1 (UK) ADSR from Ger- 
many. In the beat competition 
for some years, the outcome 
ultimately depended on the 
last relay. Despite being dis- 
quali6ed in the4 x IOOmreIay, 
RHA took the title. 
BAD Kineton bagged the 

Minor Units title quite easily 
by a margin of 25 points. 

Holmeswasinwithachanceof 
becoming the first British 
woman to win e world middle 
distance title for 31 years. She 
was competing in the 15OOm 
and 80Om at the world chnm- 
pionships in Gorhenbutg, 
Sweden. 

e As soldrpr went to press, 

440 1.8 FAMILY - Dark Blue Metallic 
440 1.8 FAMILY - Pans Blue Metallic 
440 1.8 FAMILY - Pearl Red Metallic 
440 1.8 FAMILY - Wine Red 
440 1.8 FAMILY - Dark Blue 
440 T. DIESEL FAMILY - Dark Blue 
440 1.8 'BASE' AUTO - Pans Blue Metallic 
140 1.8 SE - Racing Green Metallic 
140 1.8 SE - Pearl Red Metallic 
140 T. DIESEL SE -White 
U0 1.8 Si - Grey Metallic 
140 1.8 Si - Dark Blue Metallic 

NEW 

VOLVOS 

I' 
Hoimes and dry: On her way to winning the 2Wm event at the Army 
Inter-UnR team athietlc champlonahlps at Aldenhot in an Army 
record time Is AGC Worthy Down's Sgt Kdly Holm 

wvrfarunll. LsdrOekesVPWRHA). 3, 3 Para Regt; 4, 1 Pearce (BAD Kineton). 3,MMm Lt Rayner (I (UK) 
Para M A ) .  (e) Pte de (7 Para RHA). (6)  ADSR. Bn REME). Hammer LCpl 1Wm H LCol Hunton 
* (r) (7 %ooOn (A) Set Rout- Cheshire Regt; 5. 1 (UK) Long jump Cpl Skehon (3 ADSR). 

Skipper (BAD Kineton). 
Shot Re Welch (BAD 
Kineton) 

4 x 4Wm relay 1, BAD 
Kineton; 2, ASPT; 3.3 Bn 
REME. 

Teama - 1, BAD Kine- 
ton, 97; 2. ATR Bassing- 
bourn, 72; 3, 3 Bn REME, 
MI; 4, ASPT 67; 5,280 Sg 
%n, 58; 6. HQ Lond Dist, 
47; 7,3 BAD, 38 

women 
tOQn Cpi Jackson (WS 

NI). 2oonNMD S@ 
Homes(wathy h). 
- c c p l - ( Z  w@ W). t.mom sot 

01707 
262 388 

160 SERIES 

I60 1.8 FAMILY - M R d  LIeQllk 
t60 1.8 FAMHY - [krk Grs~n 
u8OldSE-Rd 
160 1.8 SE - Forsrt OFSen 
180 1JSE - PwI Red kbUk 

Teama - 1, 7 Para 
RHA, 186 points; 2, 1(UW 
ADSR, 179.5; 3, 1 
Cheshire Regiment, 172 
4, 3ParaRegt. 156;5. 5 
Regt RA, 144; 6. 7 Sig 
Regt, 128.5;7, 2Sig Regt, 
76. 

-. . ~~~~~~ ~~ ~. 
(WS NI). 

High jump LCpl Hunton 
(WS NI). Long jump Capt 
Mendonca (Worthy Down). 
Discus Cpl Burton (ATR 
Pirbright). Javelin Pte 
Turner (2 (CS) Regt RLC). 
Shot Re Bailey (ATR Pir- 
bright). 

4 x 1Wm relay 1,  WS 
(NI); 2, Worthy Down; 3 , n  
Regt RLC; 4, 1 (UK) 
ADSR; 5. ATR PirbrighL 

Teams - 1, WS NI. 87; 
2, Worthy Down, 67; 3 , l  
(UK) ADSR, 64; 4,27 Regt 
RLC, 50.5; 5,2 (CS) Re@ 
RLC, 49.5; 6, ATR Pir- 

ight, 47. .... rw+ .' - .. , 
.%.<. . . .  ... . .  
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1 Princess of Wales's Royal Regiment I 
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