


Superb glassware
engraved with any
A finely detailed engraving of any BritiSh SerVice Badge
Beahiofivies Hodge or coes or Crest of your choice

Item no. A.H.1.
8 oz. lead crystal whisky tumbler

£43.00 per set of 6. T he Aldershot Military Historical Trust is offering
a unique opportunity to readers.

These selected items of fine quality glassware pro-
duced by Denmead Glass are being offered direct from
the Trust at very reasonable prices. Atno extra charge you
may have any British Service badge or crest engraved on
every piece you order. Names and inscriptions can also be
engraved at an extra cost of 20p per letter.

Just imagine how impressive an engraved set of six
glasses and a decanter would look! As a memento of your
service, or as a gift of great sentimental value, this
engraved glassware represents superb value.

But it has another purpose too.

All proceeds will go to the creation of a ‘Museum and
Item no. A.H.2. Visitors Centre’ to tell the story of “The Camp at

14 oz. hand-made crystal base Aldershot” whence the great British Expeditionary Forces
tankard £11.50 each. set out for two World Wars and where the pioneer
aviators of the Army and Navy came together to form the
Royal Flying Corps and then the RAF.

GUARANTEE If you are not completely satisfied with any item you order please return it within
30 days for replacement or refund. Prices include posting and packing for UK & BFPO forces but
quotes for elsewhere are available on request.

Please allow 28 days for delivery.

Your order may be phoned in on Aldershot 314598 between 10am and 3pm, Mon. to Fri. Please
quote credit card number

Aldershot Military Historical Trust, Garrison Headquarters,
Cavans Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2LQ.

Qty Item Badge/Crest req'd Price

A classical piece for your table
Item no. A.H.3.

Lead crystal wine goblet
£46.00 per set of 6

*engraved letters @ 20p per letter
Total

I *NAMES & INSCRIPTIONS: If you wish to order a name or inscription to be
engraved on the glassware, please give exact details on a separate piece of paper
l and enclose it with your order.

Payment can be made by chegue or PO, made out to ‘Aldershot Military Historical
Trust’ and sent to the above address. If you wish to pay by credit card, please quote
your number below.

Name
(Block letters please)
ddress_

Elegant square-styled spirit
decanter of fine quality
crystal glass.

Item no. A.H.4.

Lead crystal spirit decanter
£34.00 each.

0ODC/382/SM

Tel:

I For further details of the Trust please phone Aldershot 314598,

THE ALDERSHOT MILITARY, HISTORICAL TRUST
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GERMANS ADMIT
COLT IS TOP OF CLASS
FOR RELIABILITY!

Their reliability is so greatthatthe  to executive saloons. All with the

German Motor Magazine ‘MOT put  option of turbo performance. And
Colt as the overall leader in gruelling  Colt offer all kinds of lavish “extras’
tests for reliability, performance as standard.

and price.

the support of a network of Colt
dealers nearly 800 strong in
Germany. In fact, the AD%\C
Strassenwacht (Germany’s AA)
proved that Colt has the
lowest breakdown rate.

Nows’s the time for you to take
advantage of the big cash
savings you make under the
tax-free benefit.
Buy in the UK any time
within 12 months of your
posting out @ccording to
your entitlement) — or

o its unlikely that you'll need

You've got 29 in Germany, where
models to choose weve got our own
from in our range, on-the-spot tax-
from Hatchbacks free sales office.

TURBO TECHNOLOGY :
______ THERE'S NO GETTING AWAY FROM IT_ _ ¢
Please rush me details of the whole Colt range of tax-free cars.
L DR - | SO S - . L e
s e SRR S
...... o el N ) . Departure date (if relevant), . .. .. .. ..ot inin s

Colt in England The Colt Car Co Export Department Elhot Rd Love Lane Cirencester, Glos. GL7 1YS. Tel: 0285 5799.

Colt in Germany. The Colt Car Co. Hoch Strasse 66, 4057 Bruggen W, Gerrnany Tel 02163 7036. _I
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NEWS LINES

SEME BORDON’s triumph in
the Army UK Football Cup
final had a tragic aftermath
when one of its stars was
knocked down and killed after
the team coach arrived back at
Bordon from the game in
Aldershot.

Sergeant Alan Trussler (25)
alighted from the coach and
was struck by an Army staff
car driven by Lance-Corporal
Michael Griffin, also sta-
tioned at Bordon. Attempts
were made to keep him alive at
the roadside but he died be-
fore reaching hospital. An in-
quest has been opened and
adjourned sine die.

Sergeant Trussler was mar-
ried with a three-year-old son
and lived in a quarter at St
Lucia Park, Bordon. His wife
is expecting another child.

Triumph turns to tragedy

Football officer at SEME,
Major Jack Smith, told SOL-
DIER: “He was a very fine
footballer and had played for
the Army and captained the
Corps by the age of 22.”

Army and Combined Ser-
vices coach, QMSI Alf Coul-
ton, who was Army skipper at
the time of Sgt Trussler’s
Army appearances, said: “Itis
a tremendous blow. He was a
super bloke and had played for
the Army this season against
the TA. I was very keen to get
him to come back again.

“He was a very strong de-
termined player with a
tremendous appetite for the
game. Alan played for every
minute of a game and he is
going to be badly missed.”

(Match report Page 48).

Alan in action during his last
lg:ame — the Army (UK) Cup
inal.

MoD cool

on new
force

THERE WAS a cool reception
from the Ministry of Defence to
proposals that a new home de-
fence force of up to 700,000 men
should be created to protect key
points from Soviet sabotage
squads.

The campaign was launched in
London by former Chief of the
Defence Staff Lord Hill-Norton,
General Sir Anthony Farrar-
Hockley, Air Marshal Sir
Frederick Sowrey and Sir David
Wills.

They advocate the setting up
of a nationwide force recruited
from unpaid volunteers over 18
and open to both men and
women. The main body would
be land based but there would

" also be naval and air units.

It was emphasised that the
force was in no way intended to
be a private army but was de-
signed to provide local auxiliary
support for the Regular and Ter-
ritorial forces.

But an MoD spokesman said
later that while the Government
welcomed any debate on the im-
portant subject of home defence,
if additional funds became avail-
able they would be more likely to
use them to improve the TA and
the new Home Service Force.

Plans were already in hand to
expand the TA to 86,000 and if
the pilot scheme for the HSF was
successful that would be ex-
panded to 4500. Plans were also
in hand to increase the number of

- Royal Auxiliary Air Force Regi-

ment squadrons from six to 20.

Give me
ahome...

PEOPLE might be frightened by
the big bangs of field guns or the
chatter of GPMGs but it seems to
be increasingly clear that nature’s
wild creatures are not.

The success of wildlife living
alongside the military is already
well documented but the latest
survey of 36 Ministry of Defence
locations has come up with even
more startling figures. Carried
out by 4000 volunteers from 179
conservation groups, it shows
that 628,000 acres of MoD land
now supports no less than 185
species of birds.

Habitats ranged through
everything from woodland and
chalk downs to salt marshes and
coastline, and the sightings
varied from single birds to 2000
fulmars seen in Benbecula.

ALDERSHOT CLUB SAVED?

ALDERSHOT — ‘home of the British Army’ — still has a good chance of saving its
venerable, 148-year-old building, The Royal Aldershot Officers Club which seemed
destined to close because of a falling off in membership and a loss on projected trading

figures in the coming year.

The decision had been taken to shut down at the end of March but now the members
themselves have rallied round to raise the necessary cash by way of donations with their
renewal subscriptions. As SOLDIER went to press nearly all the money had been raised

towards the £10,000 target.

Membership has been falling
off in recent years — the club
costs more than £45,000 a year to
run — and its coterie boasts only
26 serving officers plus 166 re-
tired officers and 292 civilians.

But, as of April 1 last year,
there were 623 individual mem-
bers of which 185 — or about 29
per cent — had failed to renew
their subs, bringing the number
down to 438. The current in-
crease has been brought about by
pending applications for new
membership.

Club Secretary, Mr Arthur
Channon explained: “The pro-
jected loss of £10,000 on next
year’s trading was made on the
assumption of last year’s per-
formance. The Trustees were not
prepared to underwrite this
figure and said we must close
unless the £10,000 was on the
table before we started trading
again on the lst April. Because
they would not underwrite it,
members themselves have been
doing just that — sending in
donations with their subscrip-
tions. The figure stands at nearly
£10,000 now with a lot more to
come. It certainly looks from the
money side that it’s going to be
all right with the strong possibil-
ity that membership will be
maintained at a certain level.”

The club was built, it is said,
by a Victorian wine merchant on
the site of a bargees’ pub and was
frequented by Sir Redvers Bul-
ler.

Aside from its own swimming
pool — there are also neighbour-
ing cricket, squash and tennis
facilities — the club is renowned
for its sprung ballroom floor.

As the Illustrated London News
of 1859 chronicled at the time,
the decor of the newly-built club
was ‘‘chaste and appropriate”
with the cost of fixtures and fit-
tings said to “exceed £4000.”

That same ballroom has been,
in the past, the venue of a court
martial and, in recent times, used
for antiques fairs, rallies and, of
course, dances.

Earlier this month BBC Radio
4’s Any Questions was held at the
club. .

Chairman of the Trustees is

Royal Aldershot Officers’ Club, as it looks today.

Lt-Gen Sir Richard Trant,
General Officer Commanding
South-East District.

Until about eight years ago, all
officers serving in the garrison
had to become members but no
each Mess makes its decision to
join by ballot. But many, it is
known, have failed to do so. -

Consequently, membership
fees were discussed by 220 of the -
Club’s members and it was de-
cided to increase the annual sub-
scriptions by £30. Currently,
membership fees range from be-
tween £40 and £80 annually.

During this meeting members
gave well over £1000 to the fight-
ing fund to keep the Victorian-
built club alive. )



ELVIS

A great offer for all ELVIS PRESLEY fans . . . five super Elvis collectors items and at a
bargain price for all you fans in the Army.

First...a book that opens out to 11 (yes 11) fabulous full colour posters each
measuring 24" x 16" with shots from 50's, 60's and 70's.

PLUS

The very latest Elvisly Yours magazine (the best Elvis magazine in the world) packed
with rare photos many in colour with full colour centre spread, stories, quizzes, news
and hundreds of rare mementoes on offer . . . everything from videos, books and
magazines to badges, patches and tee shirts.

PLUS

A special full colour poster magazine with a beautiful centre poster of Elvis.
A real collectors colour photo of Elvis.

PLUS
A copy of Elvis' driving licence and a free copy of Elvis birth certificate and Elvis badge.
All this for the amazing price of £5 inclusive.
RUSH YOUR ORDER TO:

ELVISLY YOURS (Soldier),
PO Box 315,

London NW10,

England.

Take out a subscription to our Elvisly Yours and receive six glossy issues at only £7
per year.

When you are next on leave visit our Elvis Centre and see our life size statue of
Elvis, play records on our all Elvis jukebox and see the world's biggest
collection of Elvis souvenirs at . . .

107 Shoreditch High St., London E1.

(just 4 mile from Petticoat Lane) tel 01-739 2001

r-—_———____

The Ultimate Tailoring Service

for the Services

The best materials are made to measure in our
own workrooms to give you the finest quality
lailoring. Our personal measuring service
assures you of perfection. That's the wulti-
male lailoring service from Uniformal

e Dress, Army Day Shirts, Mess
Dress, Dress Shirts, Minialure
medals and a host of other mili-
lary and civilian wear

All at competitive prices and free
credit into the bargain. For
complete details, just write
or phone, stating your name
address and details of your
requirements

ON ALL UNIFORMS AND CIVILIAN WEAR
FILL IN THE COUPON OR PHONE FOR DETAILS.

05 [l

(Minden 0571-27514 or any evening after 1800 hrs) Nos 15, 22, 23, 29, 30, 31, 32,
33, 36, 37, 38, 39, 46, 48, 102, 104

Bob Birkinshaw (Munster 0251-615517) 16, 17. 20, 24, 41, 106, 107

Brian King (Krefeld 0215 771328) any evening after b pm 25, 34, 35, 40
42, 43, John Bosworth Berlin (030-795-4926) or wrile to us direct at
Van Dungie House

T UNIF@RMAL
(0532 826102)

Meynell Ave, Rothwell
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Trainee Radio 1
Officers

first-class, secure career
opportunities

A number of vacancies will be available in 1983/84
for suitable qualified candidates to be appointed as
Trainee Radio Officers.

If you are leaving the Services shortly and if your
trade or training involves Radio Operating, you qualify
to be considered for a Radio Officer post with the
Composite Signals Organisation. )

Candidates must have had at least 2 years’ radio
operating experience or hold a PMG, MPT or MRGC
certificate, or expect to obtain this shortly. ;

On successful completion of between 36 to 42
weeks specialist training, promotion will occur to the
Radio Officer grade.

Registered disabled people may be considered.

Salary & Prospects

Trainee Radio Officer: £4357 at 19 to £5203 at 25 and
over. On promotion to Radio Officer: £5968 at 19 to
£7814 at 25 and over. Then by 4 annual increments to
£10,662 inclusive of shift working and Saturday and
Sunday elements.

Salaries reviewed annually.

For full details please contact our Recruitment
Officer on Cheltenham (0242) 21491 Ext. 2269 or
write to him at:

Recruitment Office, Government Communications
Headquarters, Oakley, —— - Ny
Priors Road, , - 1
Glgucestershire
GL52 5AJ. “, l_ . - /

Cheltenham,
4 I EIN-—-"

-




NEWS LINES

LOA CUTS FOR
OVERSEAS FORCES

LOCAL OVERSEAS ALLOWANCES for personnel serving with British Forces Germany
have been cut following last November’s review. The new rates are to be introduced in two
stages, from April 1 and August 1.

Falklands
inspire

artists

THE TEN-DAY Armed Forces
Art Society Exhibition which has
just ended — the 52nd —
attracted a record 446-strong en-
try including 172 exhibitors (51
still serving) and 16 from wives
of serving personnel. There were
three entries from Field Marshal
Sir Edwin Bramall, Chief of the
Defence Staff.

On display at the National
Army Museum, the second prize
in the Racal competition went to
the Army in the shape of Lt-Col
Giles Le Maitre of The Black
Watch with his watercolour of
‘Edinburgh from Carlton Hill’.

The Falklands conflict did not
inspire any award-winning ex-
hibits but the full drama of the
battles, the weather, and the
people were told in full.

Lt Alastair Bruce who served
with the Scots Guards showed his
views of Ajax Bay, Mount
Tumbledown and San Carlos
Water while Lady Elizabeth Kit-
son, wife of General Sir Frank
Kitson, painted her husband’s
cousin, Linda Kitson, the artist
who went down to the Falklands
to cover the campaign.

New Army

launch

A new 24-metre launch has been
handed over to the Army for
service in Cyprus, by the Bright-
lingsea shipyard of James and
Stone Ltd.

Named the Michael Murphy
VC, costing £1.5 million, she will
be commissioned as a range
safety and target towing launch.

Manned by a crew of eight and
powered by two 1000 horsepower
Paxman diesels she is capable of
24 knots.

She is the second vessel of this
type to be operated by the Royal
Corps of Transport. The RCTV
Alfred Herring VC has been based

_ for five years at the Royal Artil-

lery Guided Weapons Range at
Benbecula, Scotland.

A single corporal serving in the
main British Forces area will
drop from his present £3.44 a day
to £3.00 on April 1 and to £2.56
on August 1. A married corporal
with one child will not be
affected until August when his
LOA will be cut from the present
£6.85 to £6.12 a day.

A single captain currently get-
ting £5.39 a day will drop to
£4.71 on April 1 and £4.03 on
August 1. A married captain with
one child suffers a single cut
from £8.20 to £7.71 on April 1.

Explaining the cuts in a special
BFBS broadcast, General Sir
Michael Gow, Commander-in-
Chief BAOR, pointed out that
LOA is designed to meet essen-
tial extra costs.

“We are only talking about the
things everyone has to buy and
do whether they are in UK or
overseas,” he said, “not what we

choose to spend on cars, hi-fi and
other personal commitments.”
The basis of the process is
what the average Serviceman
spends in UK, on essentials, Sir
Michael explained. The results
were then compared with similar
costs in Germany but with an
extra element added in recogni-
tion of the need to adopt an
appropriate lifestyle in Germany.
Fhe survey of UK expenditure
has not been done in any depth
since 1974 and a very compre-
hensive study had begun in 1981.
The difference in Servicemen’s
pay between 1974 and 1981 was
significant, he said, and the sur-
vey found that his spending pat-
terns had changed a great deal.
“The result has been to narrow
the gap between his lifestyle in
the UK and most Servicemen
overseas, not just in Germany,”
Sir Michael continued.

Briefly

Awards in the 1 (BR) Corps En-
vironmental Cleanliness Cam-
paign were due to be presented
by Sir Harry Secombe in a cere-
mony at Bielefeld School. More
than 50 clean-up projects from
garrisons, units, schools and
youth clubs have been entered.

On May 3 Sir Harry will be on
his way again, with the CSE, to
entertain troops in the Falklands.
Jim Davidson is to follow in
June.

* Kk X

A 74-mile sponsored walk by six
members of the 67 Queen’s Own
Warwickshire and Worcester-
shire Yeomanry Signal Squadron
raised nearly £1000 for the
Multiple Sclerosis Society. The
walk was in memory of Private
Jill Butler, a WRAC member of
the squadron who died from the
disease.
* * %

The third annual Gainsborough
Walk, organised by the local
Lions Club and the Air Training
Corps is to take place on April 17
over 15 and 19-mile courses. En-
try forms from Mr R G Woolard,
37 Enderby Crescent.

unexpected windfall . . .
to spend the money.

A cheque for fifty pence ar-
rived in SOLDIER’s editorial
offices following our profile on
him (SOLDIER, February 7)
when it was revealed that a
sneak thief stole his wallet and
the ten shillings in it, sent to
him by an actor pal to buy a
Christmas drink.

The wallet and the cash dis-
appeared while he was doing
his basic training with the Beds
and Herts Regiment in Bury St
Edmunds in 1945.

Aroused by the implications
of the mean theft, Captain Alan
Spearing, who is also second-
in-command of the 119-strong
B (Bedfordshire) Company, 6th
(V) Bn, the Royal Anglian Reg-
iment, just had to put pen to
paper and write to Mr Moore
via SOLDIER.

He wrote: “All members of
our Company were distressed
to read in SOLDIER’s inter-
view of the theft of ten shillings
which you suffered while serv-
ing with the Beds and Herts.

“We feel great sympathy for
any ex-Bedfordshire suffering
hard times and, although confi-
dent your ten bob was ‘nicked’

007’s Tonic Saves
Regimental Honour

ROGER MOORE, millionaire in his own right, alias James Bond, the world’s most
famous secret agent who has sworn to turn in his 007 ‘licence to kill’ has suddenly had an
fifty pence! And he has already decided on how he is going

_LlcydsBa:ﬂ(

.3:*11

by a member of another Corps

or Regiment, in order to clear
the name of the 16th Foot, we
enclose a cheque for fifty pence
to cover your loss.”

The letter adds: “If you are
in Bedford on a Wednesday
evening between 8 pm and 10
pm, call in at the TA Centre
and we will even replace the
drinks you missed due to the
theft:”

But Captain Spearing and his
men need not worry.

Roger, speaking from Pine-
wood where he was on a day
visit from his Gstaad, Switzer-
land home, told SOLDIER: “I
didn’t say the sneak thief who

BEDFORD BRANCH

stole my wallet on Christmas

oy

Eve was a member of the Beds
and Herts Regiment or even in
the Army.

“In fact, I am sure it was a
Russian spy who knew that at
some point I would be joining
MI5. Anyway, thanks for the.
ten bob. I shall buy myself a
large tonic to go in my gin.”

Captain Spearing, who is the
deputy headmaster of a 400-
pupil Comprehensive Middle
School in Bedford said later:
“We are obviously very re-
lieved to learn that the stain on
our regimental history has been
removed, one which has per-
sisted for nearly 38 years.”

&
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Close encounters *»

Watched by Lt Paddy Allison of 2nd Royal Tank Regt, Sir Jock
Taylor, Britain’s Ambassador in Bonn, took a close look at a
Scimitar during a trip to the Inner German Border. Taking a closer
look at Sir Jock and his party were three East German
reconnaissance troops, busy adding a few more snaps to an album
that must, by now, be fairly bulging with pictures of decadent
western imperialists.

After five years of braving
Arctic winters in northern
Norway, 1st Bn The Prince of
Wales’s Own Regiment of
Yorkshire didn’t seem too
upset at finishing their stint
with Nato’s ACE Mobile
Force. Treading in their
frozen footsteps will be 1st Bn
The Parachute Regt, seen here
being handed the traditional
broken ski as a symbol of
their new infantry role.

Sharp salvo >

Defence Secretary Michael
Heseltine showed himself
quite a marksman on his first
visit to British Forces in
Germany. He fired a sustained
burst at his critics too,
particularly ‘one-sided’ nuclear
disarmers. Here he gets some
tips on the GPMG from a
member of 3 Bn Royal Green
Jackets at Sennelager.

Noisy exchange

L/Cpl Geoff Smith, a driver
with 3rd Armd Div Transport
Regt, found himself in a
different sort of driver’s
compartment during an
exchange visit with the
Bundeswehr’s 3rd Panzer
Division Artillery — that of a
self-propelled 8-inch M110 gun.

Briush transport units rarely get

a chance to support German
artillery but 35 Sqn RCT made
sure the right ammo always got
to the right place at the right
time.

Grounded *

Lieutenant General Eimler of
the German Air Force had his
feet firmly on the ground
when he visited BAOR units
in Osnabriick. The General,
who is currently Deputy
Commander Allied Forces
Central Europe, even got a
driving lesson in a Scorpion
under the guidance of Trooper
Garry Hunt of the 5th Royal
Inniskilling Dragoon Guards.

Big Break "

Corporal Steve Barnes makes
the first break to launch the
Army Catering Corps’ snooker
marathon at Aldershot, while
Corporal Ken MacDonald
waits his turn. They were part
of a team of eight who played
the 24-hour marathon to raise
funds towards a minibus for
Toc H. They were expected to
make over £400 from
sponsorships.

Drop out *

Warrant Officer Stewart ‘Mac’
McQueen decided to drop out
in style when he retired after
22 years soldiering. Rated as
the Western World’s most
experienced sky-diver with
over 8,500 drops, he made his
farewell jump into Sunderland
Airport, only 10 miles from
his new civvy job with 101
Field Regiment RA (V) at
Newcastle. And he arrived
only seconds after his new
CO, Lt Col Sean Lambe. For
the last 10 years ‘Mac’ has
been chief instructor at the
Joint Services Parachute
Centre at Lippspringe.

Clearing *

While people at home in UK
turned their thoughts to
Spring, heavy snowfalls in
Cyprus led to a big job for a
small team of Sappers from 62
Support Squadron RE. Here
Sapper Eddie Edmondson
clears a road watched by
Corporal John Beveridge.

Expert >

There was a spot of expert
advice for the Army Air Corps
when Lord Montagu of
Beaulieu, second from right,
visited their museum to study
plans for the new one. Lord
Montagu is famous for his
successful motor museum.




REGIMENT which

sailed from Britain

when the tune We'll

Meet Again was sweep-
ing the country and the popula-
tion was having its first taste of
soap rationing, has returned
home after being overseas for
nearly 41 years.

And that is the longest over-
seas posting for an Army regi-
ment in living memory.

The 2nd Infantry Division Sig-
nal Regiment, which left Liver-

pool for India in April 1942,
made their return at Hull — 16
miles from their last base in Bri-
tain at Pocklington.

The first 60 troops of the 450-
strong regiment were given a
ceremonial “Welcome Back’ after
disembarking from the North
Sea ferry MV Norwind.

With them came 39 vehicles
including mobile radio and com-
munications trucks, trailers and
special fuel tankers normally
only seen on roads in Germany

— their home for the last 35
years.

And there to welcome them
ashore was Brigadier Claude C
Fairweather, the former Com-
manding Officer who took the
regiment out on the two-month
voyage to India 40 years ago.

With him was the regiment’s
present Commanding Officer,
Lieutenant Colonel Mike Taylor.

The arfival of the 2nd Division
Signal Regiment completed the
major part of the move of Head-

The former and current COs
greet the first troops home.

quarters 2 Infantry Division
from Germany to York.

It is part of the restructuring of
the British Army of the Rhine
and designed to enable the Divi-
sion, with its Signal Regiment, to
return quickly to 1st British
Corps in Germany should war
threaten.

The ‘mouth and ears’ of the
2nd Infantry Division, the regi-
ment was born in 1907 as the 2nd
Divisional Telegraph Company,
Royal Engineers. In those early
days its equipment included
heliographs and flags — a strik-
ing contrast to the sophisticated
technology in use today.

The regiment was with the Di-
vision when it crossed to France
in August 1914 with the Brmsh
Expeditionary Force.

In the last war it supported the
Division in the campaign in
France in May 1940 and later on
coastal defence duties from Filey
to Spurn Head, Yorkshire, be-
fore sailing for India in 1942.

Following the Japanese cross-
ing of the Chindwin in 1944 it
took part in the Burma campaign
including the decisive battle at
Kohima.

For the last 35 vears the regi-
ment has been based in Ger-
many, moving to Bunde 25 years
ago. B

SOLDIER to Soldier

HE LONG-AWAITED arrival of

Challenger off the production

line (see page 13) should give a

valuable boost not only to our
own Rhine Army forces but to those of
our Nato partners.

It is a tank of awesome potential that
would give a bloody nose to any enemy
foolish enough to take it on. And it is a
remarkable success story for oft-
maligned British industry.

No doubt its production will provoke
predictable mutterings about Western
‘warmongering’ in the columns of
lzvestia and Pravda. And probably a few
strident voices will be raised in the West
too among the so-called ‘peace move-
ment’ at the addition of another lethal
machine to the devastating armoury
already ranged either side of the lron
Curtain.

But Challenger is a tank to keep the
peace — not to fight a war. It is there to
deter not to destroy. It reinforces Nato's
determination to resist Soviet aggres-
sion and adventurism — a commitment
that has helped keep Europe at peace
for nearly 40 years.

As Defence Secretary Michael Hesel-
tine pointed out on his recent visit to
BAOR: “In British Forces Germany we
have the men and women who don’t
talk about peace but actually devote

their lives to securing it.”

Challenger is coming to help them
keep that peace. It represents their chal-
lenge — and ours.

3 3 2%

RITISH soldiers may still put

their trust in God. But, for Rus-

sian soldiers, believing in the

Almighty is out — and that's
official.

The unholy orders have been issued
in a pamphlet to top commanders in
the Soviet Army and Navy telling them
how to ensure that their men become
atheists and dedicate themselves to
‘defending the socialist homeland'.

It points out that ‘religion is a variety
of ideology alien to us’ and details how
new recruits, if Christian or Moslem,
should be forcibly fed with atheist
propaganda.

Some Western experts fear that this
‘God ban’ confirms that the Soviets are
bent on producing a new breed of fana-
tic to man their terrifying weapons
systems.

It's an approach that certainly con-
trasts starkly with our own Army
which, as recently as the Falklands
campaign, showed that its religious
traditions are still a positive source of
comfort and inspiration.

Whether all our soldiers believe in
God is another matter. Many do, of
course. But perhaps not quite as many
as the OC of one junior soldiers unit
claimed when SOLDIER visited him a
few years ago.

Asked whether an agnostic or atheist
in his unit had the right not to attend
compulsory church parade, he barked:
“In thirty years we've never had one!”

3 3 5

F YOU'VE ever asked ‘Why did it

have to happen today?’ you will

feel more than just a pang or two of

sympathy for the Army chefs who
lined up recently for a visit by their
district commander.

Everything was set to make a good
impression. Immaculate uniforms.
Gleaming pots and pans. Carefully pre-
pared examples of the highest culinary
arts.

Then the General’s eye alighted on
the doughnuts.

“They look delicious. May | try one?”

The general tasted. Chewed. A pause.
Then a slightly worried look came over
his face. “Aren’t they just a little bit, er,
well, sort of . . . salty perhaps?”

Chefs leapt forward. Snatched
doughnuts. Tasted. Chewed. Shock,
horror! That fine white powdery stuff
they'd just mixed into the entire day's
batch of doughnuts wasn't sugar at all
but. .. you've guessed it!

The general thought it was hilarious.
What the chefs thought isn’t recorded

. but it wasn't very sweet!
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The First Comprehensive
Account of the War

“THE BATTLE FOR THE FALKLANDS is by far
the most comprehensive book so far. ..
this book comes as near to an
historical account as may be
produced for a very long time”

MAJOR GENERAL EDWARD FURSDON,
Daily Telegraph

“I suspect that only official war
papers, memoirs of the
principals and Argentine
secrefs are going to take
the story much further
than THE BATTLE FOR
THE FALKLANDS”

The Times

Available from all
good bookshops
or direct from
Michael Joseph Lid.
Dept. RT

44 Bedford Sguare
London WC1B 3DP
(Price£9.95 POST FREE)

£10.95

ILLUSTRATED

SIMON JENKINS

Political Editor of the Economist, with unique

MAXHASTINGS

No. 1joumalist of the Falklands War, and the first

man into Port Stanley. He has interviewed all the
key British naval and military participants in the
war and he brilliantly combines their
information with his own vivid eye witness
account.

lllustrated with 12 special military maps
showing every battle in precise detail and

16 pages of photographs — many taken by
Max Hastings.

access to political and diplomatic sources,
gives an authoritative account of the war
behind-the-scenes in London, New York and
Buenos Aires.

This outstanding combination of authors
makes THE BATTLE FOR THE FALKLANDS the
most important and comprehensive book
to be written on the subject.

MICHAEL JOSEPH

|
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RITAIN’S WONDER TANK,

the Challenger, has joined the

Army. By any standards, one of

the most advanced armoured fight-
ing vehicles in the world, it is a machine that
will add a considerable punch to Rhine
Army’s front line.

To mark its entry into Army service one
of the first production models was formally
handed over to the Chief of the General
Staff, General Sir John Stanier, in an im-
pressive ceremony at the Royal Ordnance
Factory in Leeds.

The first regiment to be equipped with '

Challenger will be the 13th/18th Royal Hus-
sars but eventually enough will be produced
to equip four regiments, plus training and
support vehicles. The first units are ex-
pected to arrive in Germany in the Autumn,
after troop trials to assess the impact on
tactics, training and logistics.

The combination of its revolutionary
‘Chobham’ armour, its battle-proven L11
120 mm gun and its computerised fire-
control system give it the capacity to defeat
any Warsaw Pact tank from any angle and at
- all ranges. And because of the British-in-

Turrets for the new tank in production.

Story:
Gordon Williams

R

RRL A

vented ‘Chobham’ armour its crews will
have protection second to none.

Even hollow charge ammunition, once
seen as the weapon which would make tanks
obsolete, is ineffective against ‘Chobham’.

Although Challenger is very much an
evolutionary design, drawing heavily on
Chieftain, it is a considerable step forward.
Powered by a 1200 horse-power Rolls-Royce
engine and equipped with a hydrogas sus-
pension system it is fast and amazingly
smooth. Despite a combat weight of around
60 tonnes it has achieved speeds of up to 70
kilometres an hour in tests on Salisbury
Plain and in a battlefield exercise its mobil-
ity compared well with the Scorpion.

And it will be even more lethal when a
new anti-tank round, currently under trial,
enters service. Provision has also been made
for a thermal imaging system which wil}
turn night into day for the commander and
gunner, to be installed when the equipment
becomes available.

The engine and transmission, together
with their associated cooling group are built
into a single power pack which can be
changed in an hour — it has been done in
much less. Tests have shown that it will be
capable of operating at full power at temper-
atures up to 52 degrees centigrade and even
above that the tank can still operate. The

engine control system will automatically re-

duce power to prevent overheating.

The silky smooth hydrogas suspension
system is based on 12 completely indepen-
dent units — a broken one can be replaced
in an hour — and they have established
themselves as being very reliable with a

* typical life of over 8,000 kms.

General Stanier said he was “delighted”
to formally accept Challenger into service on
behalf of the Army and the Royal Armoured
Corps.

“In terms of fire power, mobility and
protection Challenger represents a signifi-
cant increase to our armoured capability in
BAOR and thus enhances our contribution
to deterrence and Nato’s ability to maintain,
peace in Europe. In welcoming this latest

and most important addition to our

armoured vehicle fleet, I would like to ex-
press my gratitude to all those in the Pro-
curement Executive, the Royal Ordnance
Factories and British industry who have
worked so well together to produce Challen-
ger so quickly and absolutely on time.

“] am sure that those who now have

responsibility for taking Challenger into ser-

vice will appreciate very soon what a mag-

.+ nificent tank it is and that it will prove to be

an outstanding success.” H
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A front line report on British
forces in war-ravaged Beirut

Above: A QDG Ferret patrols the Corniche- 5

on the seafront — once the ‘Millionaire’s
Playground’ of the Middle East.

Below: Other parts of Beirut have
not escaped so lightly.
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‘WELCOME INGLEEZEE,
Welcome!” Shouts, cheers and a
few tears of joy and relief greeted
the arrival of BRITFORLEB
(the British Force in the Leba-
non) as the Ferret scout cars of C
Squadron 1st The Queen’s Dra-
goon Guards made their first pat-
rol of the war torn city of Beirut
as part of the multi-national
peace keeping force.

Less than 100 strong, com- «

pared with the thousands of
American Marines, French paras
and Italian mechanised infantry

that now help the Lebanese Gov- 2

ernment in its efforts to bring
peace to the once-beautiful city

BRITFORLEB is, nevertheless, « .
a welcome sight to a people who *
have seen full scale barttles and *

massacre devastate their country.
The Union Flag and the

: guidon of the QDGs have been

greeted enthusiastically wherever
the 18 scout cars of the force have
shown their presence in the first
weeks of active recce patrolling.
While the people of Beirut see
the force as an indication of Bri-
tain’s commitment to restoring
peace and government authority
to the Lebanon, their fellow
peace-keepers in the multi-
national force recognise that they
now have “‘eyes and ears” and a
mobile presence on the ground.
Based in a deserted block of
flats in Hadath, the south east
suburbs of Beirut, the British
contingent with its sappers, sig-
nallers and support troops is still
busy making its battered base
into a home from home.
Without doors or windows and
with a limited water supply and
power the building has been
transformed in a few days of hard
work. This part of the city is
relatively unscathed but only half
a mile away the destruction
caused by last year’s armoured
battles as the Israelis advanced
into the city is marked by shell-

scarred high rise blocks, In the &
centre of Beirut, along the line
that divides Muslim west and &
Christian east, the ravages of the I

evidence.
“Staggering . . . its unbeliev-

ding after he had driven Force

Commander, Lieutenant Colonel |

John Cochrane of The Royal Ir-

ish Rangers, on a tour of the city. &

“We just didr’t expect it to be
like this. Northern Ireland iust
can’t compare with it. Whole
areas of the town are in ruins.’

Like all the contingent Shaun *

expressed admiration for the

-stoicism of the people of Beirut.

Amid the ruins life goes on

surrounded by tanks and guns.
For days at a time the con-
tinuing war in the Shouf — the
mountains around the city —
rattles into life as heavy calibre
continued on page 16

Beer costs two pounds acan.. .
even a letter home costs a
pound for the British contingent
in the Lebanon. But relax says
paymaster SQMS Pete Bridgen
(left), there are six Lebanese
pounds to one Sterling.

“It causes no real problems
now,” said Pete, “but there
were some raised eyebrows at
the start.

“Everyone gets a weekly pay-
ment of 100 Lebanese pounds
which works out at £16.66 and
I'm dealing in a monthly budget
for the force of 150,000
Lebanese pounds (£25,000).
You put it in perspective at two
Lebs to a Mars bar.”

IYIVIUI VOV

MORE POUNDS PER POUND

SAPPERS COUNT THE STEPS TO SUCCESS

“| counted them all up and |
counted them all down,” that's

| the memory of the 41 steps to
1 the top of the British base at

o 1€ 82 Hadath that will stick in the
1976 civil war are more in ¥

memory of Staff Sergeant Nick

< Brown from 62 Cyprus Support

_:-'3 Squadron, Royal Engineers.
able,” said Corporal Shaun Rid- ; o 9

Nick and his 11 sappers have
good cause to remember the
four flights of stairs because
they carried 1500 building
blocks each weighing 30 Ibs
into the building to block off
. windows and build sangars be-
. fore the main body arrived.

Sand and cement came in
shoulder~humped bags as they
set about making the shell of a
¢ building alongside the state
tobacco factory habitable.

“We've had to modify the
plumbing to suit our needs, fix
the electrical power, make
doors and windows and con-
struct defenswe positions,” ex-

plained Nick whose small band
returned ‘to Cyprus after a two
week stay in Beirut. Nothing
was too much trouble for the

sappers — when the cooks said
they didn’t have enough space
they rattled up a 150 square
foot extension in a day.




¥ Cooking up lunch in the tempor-
ary cookhouse at Hadath Is L/Cpl
Francis Bath, AAC. The force has
a kitchen now but cooks had to
improvise in a shattered car
dump for the first few days.

Hand of friendshi
Pritchard meets a
duty with multi-national force.

— Sgt Brian A
ench para on

¥

machine guns spray the hills and
artillery shells and rockets
whistle overhead.

Standing on the top of their
Hadath Base, Staff Sergeant Bob
Waller of the Royal Army Ordn-
ance Corps supply depot in
Cyprus said: “It was like a fire-
works display one night. A jeep
with a .50 calibre machine gun
came out of the buildings about
half a mile away and fired a belt
and then drove away. Straight
away another man jumped out
and let fly with an RPG-7 into a
building. Later a few stray
rounds hit she building so we left
the sentry to his sangar.”

The British contingent is
scheduled for a three month stay
in Beirut before it returns to its
United Nations duties in Cyprus,
explained Colonel Cochrane who
twice a week sits in on a meeting
of Lebanese ministers to discuss
MNF matters.

“The Lebanese are extremely
grateful that Britain has provided
a contingent to the MNF. There

is no criticism of the size of the
British force because they are
conscious it is a demonstration of
the United Kingdom’s commit-
ment to help the Lebanese Gov-
ernment to bring peace to the
area.”

Alongside the British position
the Israeli Army has set up a
company position to cover the
Old Sidon Road used as a main
supply route to their forces.
APCs and a Centurion train their
guns on the road but there are no
problems between the two
forces.

Said Col. Cochrane: ‘“‘The
Israelis retain use of the road and
they have had problems with
attacks on their vehicles. As a
result they have deployed off the
road near us to secure the area,
Our relationship is restricted to
ensuring there is no accidental
clash and the safety of our
troops. I have met them several
times and their attitudes have
been correct at all times.”

The British contingent have

MAKING SURE OF A GOOD DEAL

Nowhere has the British welcome to Beirut been more amply
demonstrated than through the experiences of the three
Royal Army Ordnance Corps members of BRITFORLEB,
admitted Captain Mike Southworth (centre).

“We had an order for 1000 running metres of wood for
defence stores. We asked a price; the wood needed to be
resawn to our requirements and then the businessman
concerned gave it to us free of charge as a gift to the British.”

The supply operation has gone really well, he said. After
signing demands in UK he flew to Cyprus to find that high
speed at Bicester and Donnington had produced the goods
on the island almost as he arrived.

Local purchase has kept the RAOC lads busy. “We're on
110 volts and need to buy adaptors and plugs to step up the
power. Curiously enough the Americans are having to buy
adaptors to step down,” said Captain Southworth whose
forays into the markets have produced huge quantities of the
local pitta bread — a popular item on the menu.

Time for a cuppa. Left: Pfc Joe Fioretti, US Marines, tries some British
tea watched by Tpr Graham Owen. Below: Lt Col John Cochrane,
Commander BRITFORLEB, enjoys a coffee with Lebanese officers.

| & “We'll repair anything as and -
2 when it breaks down,” con-.
| % firmed Staff Sergeant Nigel £
¢ Anstey who lezc. the Light
. S
& Aid Detachment at Hadath.

other close neighbours in the
United States Marine Corps
amphibious unit that guards the
international airport. But the
meetings have become more than
exchanges between members of
the MNF. Marines have helped
‘hump’ defence stores, provided
billets for the advance party and
even shared their rations in the

3880600686000

.-ﬁ,.-@.:f;.{:.ﬁ.. 560

8000

HEOCOOOCH

" REME READY

“I've got five different trades .
among my eight men and while
we really only look to do first line -
repairs we can improvise. A pet-
rol pump sheared and we spent
seven hours making the bit to
go inside, for example. The
drivers here are good at fault
reporting and that's helping us.

o date we've no problems but
with the state of the roads | think
2 there will be plenty of work on
& suspensions in the future.”

‘Crisis Tourism Office’ — a
bit of grim humour in a city
with little to laugh about.

early days of the British force.

The Stars and Stripes on
American jeeps frequently find
their way into Hadath and the
Marines have even taken to a cup
of Briush Tea. “But then any-
thing tastes better than C ration
coffee,” said Pfc Joe Fioretti of
the 24th Marine Amphibious
unit. W@
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Five of the ten strong Royal Signals detachment with BRIT-
FORLEB are veterans of the Falkland Islands conflict and
they're finding the communications game in Beirut just as
busy — if different. Drawn from 30 Signals Regiment at
Blandford and supported by 262 Signals Squadron from
Dhekelia, the signallers have established links with the
United Kingdom via the Cyprus bases.

Said Lieutenant Mark Campbell, the detachment comman-
der: “There seems to be little frequency discipline here.
There are so many people on the air in this city we pick up
everything from taxi drivers to Israeli tanks.”

French, Italian, Arab and the varied accents of English —
from the southern draw! of the United States to a Brooklyn
twang — are now mixed with the predominantly Welsh voices
of the Queen's Dragoon Guards.
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G. D. Golding
Tailors Ltd.

Military Livery and
Civilian Tailors
Officers and Senior NCO’s uniforms

“ made to measure ﬁ

Approved tailors to the |~ /
officers of the e

[ ‘T‘\Household Cavalry, [

/J\ REME., r

=

R.A.0.C,,
Royal
Engineers

Exclusively cut
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workrooms by
experienced
craftsmen, under
the personal
supervision of
Mr. Golding

We offer top quality service using the
finest Barathea and Superfine materials,
with competitive prices and free credit.
Our special fast service is available at no

extra charge.
We can also supply:

Military ties, Blazer badges, Badges of
rank, Marcella shirts, Miniature medals.
Sam Browne belts, Spurs, George boots,

Wellington boots and Viyella khaki shirts.

Full-sized medals remounted.
Service Dress Hats,-Side Hats and Blues
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Hats supplied.

Our Sales Director will call at your II
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220 Hatfield Road, St Albans. Herts |
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the best
deal in
fhe country.

Abroad,it's
no contest.

Peugeot 505 Family Estate - £5,430

NAAFI Approved.
List prices, excluding delivery, correct at time of going to press.

The largest loadspace and
the best fuel figures in its class.
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® Power assisted steering
® Tinted glass
® Stereo radio/cassette player
® Split folding back seat
® Folding third row seat
® Eight front-facing seats
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ITUATED IN A onetime Victor-

ian primary school in Dunstable is

the headquarters of a recently laun-

ched local radio station. And the
man who sits behind a desk in an old
classroom as managing director of Chiltern
Radio is Colin Mason, who is also an Army
officer.

Colin, a broadcaster since he left uni-
versity, has also been in the Territorial
Army since those days — apart from a spell in
the United States. As he says: “The dedi-

_cated soldier often wonders which is his

part-time occupation — the TA or his civilian
job. Being in uniform has always been an
important part of my life.”

His broadcasting career began in the mid-
sixties when he went to Houston, Texas on a
graduate fellowship and at night began to
help out a local radio station.

* ““That was the time of James Bond and
that sort of thing and with an English accent
I couldn’t go wrong. I used to go out in a
radio car on Thursday nights because that
was pay night and you knew there would be
a couple of murders.”

In those days there was no network of
local radio stations where broadcasters could
get their experience before moving to the
BBC. ““A lot of people went to BFBS but I
got mine in the United States.”

Over the years he worked for the BBC and
Ulster Television and was a staff producer
on one of the first local stations in Durham.
Then he went to Swansea as programme
controller for a new station.

During these incarnations he had to
change cap badge several times but re-
mained a TA stalwart. “I suppose TA was
most fun when I was an active soldier out in
the trees with my men. My best days were as
a company commander. But it is pleasing to

PROFILE
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“There is now a tremendous pool
of talent available to the Army covering
civilian life in all areas’

be able to give the Army my expertise in
broadcasting.”

Colin does that in his role as Public
Relations Officer for the TA in Eastern
District. “When I go to cover an exercise I
often feel I would rather be in the dug-out.
But wherever I go I take a tape recorder
because I think the TA is a pretty remark-
able organisation.”

Getting a new radio station off the ground
while still finding time to be a part-time
major in the Royval Regiment of Wales,
would be more than enough for most peo-
ple. But Colin still manages to go out run-
ning several mornings a week near his home
at Woburn. He covers a three mile circuit in
full Army kit around the Wildlife Park.

Colin was appointed managing director
designate of the new station even before the
franichise had been allocated.

“It was the experience of a lifetime. I
started with just a map of the area. We had
to gather a board of directors, gather the
documents together and win the application

Interview by
John Walton

then find a property in which to put the
radio station. Then I had to hire the staff
and get the equipment. I had two years to
get on the air.” L

Now Chiltern Radio exists as twin sta-
tions. One is based at Dunstable and the
other at Bedford. Between them they reach
an area with a population of 1,250,000 and
covering farming areas, the industry around
Luton and the commuter belt. Colin says:
“It’s a tough area with a lot of competition
and not for the squeamish.”

Colin sees that the Services get their fair
share of air time and has sent reporters omt
to Germany and Belize since the station
went on the air. “We think there are lots of
interesting stories. People should be made
aware of the Forces and what they are doing
in their name and our listeners should be
made aware of what soldiers from this area
are doing.”

He maintains that the TA is in its best
ever shape and concludes: “The privilege
accorded to the TA soldier by the Army that
we are all one family is serving to stimulate
that soldier. There is now a tremendous pool

~of talent available to the Army covering

civilian life in all areas.” W
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Unloading an AFV

Pictures: I;tlul Haley

Their numbers are small but their job is as big as any in the Army.
John Walton meets some of the British soldiers in Belgivm . . .

TUNSUNG AND YET providing vital links
in the chain between the United Kingdom
and Rhine Army — that is British Forces
Antwerp, a complex of camps set around the
Belgian port from which they take their
name. About 230 soldiers, plus dependents
and a force of more than 800 Belgian civi-
lians, keep open a lifeline which is important
in peacetime but becomes even more vital in
war.

Then their principal task would be to
establish the line of communication
throughout the Low Countries as well as to
funnel British reinforcements through to
Germany. In the reverse direction they
would take charge of the evacuation of
Service families and non-combatants to be
followed later by battle casualties.

During the big Crusader exercise in the
autumn of 1980, Antwerp came into its own
- as reinforcements poured in through
Ostende and Zeebrugge. In war this could

be through any of the Dutch and Belgian
ports, and some will cross the Channel by
air.

At the Forces HQ at Emblem camp, built
on the site of a World War One fort in-
tended to defend Antwerp, the Royal Army
Ordnance Corps keep vehicles and equip-
ment for the many thousands of Territorial
Army soldiers who will pass through.

After collecting their vehicles the reser-
vists move to a vast stores shed where
equipment is stored for over 100 units —
ranging from 260 tons excluding medical
supplies for a general hospital down to quite
small units.

About a quarter of those units pass
through Antwerp every year on their way to
exercises. Says Major Barrie Jeffrey, who
commands the Composite Ordnance Sub-
Depot: “This has a double advantage be-
cause it lets them see what equipment
they’ve got and what they really need so we

NNING THE LIFELINE

can change it in the light of experience.”

The sub-depot can completely load a four
ton truck in about three minutes and an
average unit can be on its way in convoy in
less than three hours.

British Forces Antwerp boasts some 6700
vehicles — including 1000 based in Ger-
many at Moenchengladbach. Most of these
are stored about 15 miles away at Olen camp
and they include not only replacement
stocks for units as they write off vehicles but
also the war vehicle reserve. E

It’s an unusual posting for Servicemen
and their wives. Unlike Rhine Army the
British Forces in Belgium were never an
occupation force and they need Belgian li-
cences for vehicles, televisions, radios and so
on. Dependents have to hold Belgian identi-
ty documents which, in the case of wives,
are in their maiden names.

continued on page 22
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Completing check sheets before
train leaves for the ‘front’.

But the relationship between the Britons
and their hosts is a good one for both know
how important a role Antwerp would play in
a European war. As Major John Purves,
Chief of Staff at the HQ, puts it: “Crusader
made everyone aware that without people
here co-ordinating movement through the
Low Countries a lot of things would not
arrive.” W

An inventory to cope with most
emergencies. y

STAYING
AWAKE T0
DANGER R

SOMETHING LIKE 75 serious road crashes occur every year involving Service-
men and their families travelling through the Low Countries between Rhine Army
and the United Kingdom. Last year three people were killed — and this year
accidents got off to a sadly familiar start with eight in January.

The seven man Royal Military Police detachment at Antwerp goes out to all of
the serious accidents involving Service motorists passing through Belgium and
Holland. Says Staff-Sergeant Bob Briggs; “There are many others that we don’t
know about — just crunches and fender benders.”

The RMP believe that many of these accidents are avoidable and involve people
setting out on their long journeys without adequate rest or preparation.

“We usually get more with people going from Germany to UK. A typical case is
of a man finishing work at 5pm in Germany and leaving without any rest to dash
and get the first boat he can. We've had a lot of people who have admitted that
they fell asleep at the wheel.”

The worst accident blackspots are when motorways are superseded by slower
moving traffic such as on the Antwerp ring road or at Ghent where drivers change
motorways.

The distance from the furthest part of 1 British Corps area to Zeebrugge or
Ostende is the equivalent of driving from London to Dundee. And Staff-Sergeant
Briggs advises all drivers to take precautions against fatigue with at least a ten
minute break every two hours.

And if you are in an accident or you break down in the Low Countries you may
need Military Police help. The number to carry in your car is Antwerp 4804601
extension 253. Use it if you are in trouble or if you see any other Service car in
similar straits.

One car that didn’t make it home.




IT'S ALL QUITE simple really
— if everyone spent just one
pound a week more in their
local Naafi shop or club, the
Naafi nightmare of diminishing
rebates and discounts could
vanish almost overnight. It has
become almost a way of life for
some people to complain
about the Naafi. But the remedy
is in their own hands.

There are a number of ways
in which you can get the best
out of your Naafi but too few
people seem to understand
what Naafi is all about, much
less how to make it work for
them. To put this right, Naafi
have produced a new 30-mi-
nute film, starring Lewis Col-
lins and Gordon Jackson —
Bodie and Cowley of The
Professionals — which gives
;ou the Naafi message straight

etween the eyes. Why not
show it at your next wives’ club
meeting? You can get it free
through your Naafi manager.

How many of you have ever
shown an interest in your unit
Naafi Customer Relations
Committee? How many of you
even knew that these are held
at least quarterly and that
wives of all ranks are to be
represented along with a Naafi
representative? Then there is
the Annual General Meeting to
which local commitiees can
nominate representatives and
at which you can ask guestions
and raise points to improve
your Naafi service, with
answerscomingfromthe people
at the very top.

Naafi profit goes back to its
customers in rebate which, in
turn, refiects the amount of
business done in each Naafi.
Sir James Spooner, the chair-
man, told the Naafi council at
this year’'s AGM that, in spite
of all the difficulties they had
encountered as a result of re-
cession — cutbacks in recruit-
ing and the spending power of
Servicemen have contributed
to an overall three per cent
reduction in volume of sales in
the past year — Naafi still
managed to  distribute

£10,249,000 to its customers,
a £237,000 increase on the
revious year's shareout. But
t's up tc each of us to spend
that exira quid and make sure
we keep that four per cent
rebhate we enjoy at present.

ANNE ARMSTRONG

I knew I could rely on someone
to come up with the answer to
Major Nixon’s plea in the 21
February-6 March issue of SOL-
DIER. Major Nixon has been
haunted by the monologue, ‘The
Old Soldier’s Dream’ for years
but we have managed to track it
down for him. It may be found
on page 125 of Martin Page’s
anthology, For Gawd’s Sake
Don’t Take Me, published by
Granada, PO Box 9, 29 Frog-
more, St Albans, Herts. AL2
2NF (Tel: No 0727 72727).
Another satisfied customer I
hope!

We don’t always get com-
plimentary letters though. Take
the following one from Mrs P:
As an ex-Army wife of 30 years
standing, I am sick of the continual
moans on your page. It seems as
though you really want superiority
rather than equality in comparison
with civilians.

In the Army you have no need to
pay rates, water rates, mainten-
ance or repairs on your home. Even
the light bulbs are replaced and the
rents are peppercorn rents. Try
coping with a bill for £30 for a
simple plumbing job or £150 for a
short length of fence.

We visited BFG again this year
and there is certainly no need for
LOA: newspapers and magazines
are the only dear items and are
balanced out and more by the cheap

. drink, cigarettes, petrol, ferry fares

and the enormous boarding school
allowances and free travel for
boarding school children.

Believe me, it may be a far far

. better life outside the Army but it’s

a hard one.

Mrs P, Wokingham.

Our thanks Mrs P for drawing our

attention to some of the hardships and

costs that beset civilian life. So often

families leave the security of an Army

life without the least idea of the prob-

lems they will face as civilians.
However, as regards the complaints

and moans you mention, I must make

the point that correspondents to this
page usually ask for advice on coping
with the anomalies and conflicts that
they come up against when their entitle-
ments as UK residents are in jeopardy
because of their Service life. We have
more complaints about the non-payment
of Unemployment Benefit 1o wives who
have moved overseas with their husband
and have had to give up their job than
complaints about quartering charges.

Most of us realise the benefits we
have as Service families but this is no
reason why we should not also be enti-
tled to our nights as UK citizens.

Now for a topic that simply won’t lie
down — Service double beds! The
subject has had quite an airing in the
national press recently and Wing
Commander Keith Carley at MOD,
Harrogate has sent us this letter put-
ting the official point of view.

In recent editions of the Daily
Mirror, articles have been printed
headlined ‘Army Beds are Passion
Killers’ and ‘It Sags, Groans and
it’s Built to Last ... but not for
Love’, with a couple of publicity
conscious Servicemen’s wives air-
ing their personal opinions about
the Service-issued double bed. This
bed has been in our homes for at
least the past 22 years and I,
together with all married Service-
men who have lived in quarters,
know the item very well.

I, by the way, am the Service
officer currently responsible for the
design and standards of furniture
and furnishings (and for those who
read the Mirror articles I can assure

DID YOU KNOW?

SPECIAL PROVISION has been made to ensure the British
Citizenship of Service children born in BFG.

Under the terms of the new British Nationality Act 1981
which came into force on 1 Jan 83, restrictions are placed on
the transmission of British Citizenship to children born out-
side the UK. But a new Services registration system that
records and documents the parent's crown service overseas
at the time of the birth will mean that children born in BFG will
be in the same position for citizenship purposes as if they had

been born in UK.

Births that occur in BFG are to be registered by post with
the Services Registering Officer, HQ BAOR (G1) BFPO 40.
The hospital issues a certificate that a birth has occurred, the
parent (or a person who was present at the birth) completes
Form ORS 1 at his/her unit which is attested and stamped
by the unit records officer and the two forms are forwarded to
the Services Registering Officer.

This Service registration ensures that a full and permanent
record of the birth is lodged at Somerset House, the General
Register Office in London and the Services Birth Certificate
gives the parents a certified copy of the entry in the register.

Registration of births should be done as quickly as possi-
ble and is the responsibility of parents as is the entry of the
new-born child on their passport. The unit office will have full
details of all procedures that are necessary.

you that I am neither blind nor
celibate!) and I thought I ought to
let the numerous readers of your
column have some information
about these beds from an official
source.

Firstly let’s get the size of the
subject sorted out so we all know
the kind of problem I and my col-
leagues contend with:

a) There are over 130,000 Service
supplied double beds in use at pre-
sent and we have to replace only
1700 (1.3%) of them each year.

b) We hold sufficient stock of these
beds to last us for another four
years at current usage rates.

c) It will cost us at least £10m to
replace all our double beds.

d) The total annual budget allo-
cated to us to support the accom-
modation requirements of all per-
sonnel of the three Services and
their families is just over £36m.

When the time comes and we

need to purchase more double
beds, you can assure your readers
that the recently introduced con-
sultation with Service wives will
take place and, having the benefit of
their knowledge, we hope we will
again be able to satisfy the require-
ment of the majority of our custom-
ers, who appreciate that beds are
primarily designed to be slept on,
and not for over-energetic gymnas-
tics.
Thanks for your letter Wing Comman-
der which certainly puts the problem in
perspective. Somehow though, I doubt
if we've heard the last on this creaking
issue!

My husband joined the Army two
years ago and it looks as though he
is likely to continue as a soldier for
a number of years to come.

I had to give up my own career in
the social services when he signed
on but would now like to study for a
further qualification so that while
he remains in the Army I will at
least be able to continue my own
career, perhaps as a Ssafa social
worker.

We are posted back to England
later this year and it seems from my
enquiries that I would meet the en-
try requirements to follow a course
of study. However, I should
appreciate any advice you could
give on the question of a grant.
Most Local Education Authorities
demand a three-year residential
qualifying period prior to an appli-
cant being considered for a discre-
tionary grant. This of course I am
unable to meet so could you please
suggest any trust, charity or special
facilities afforded to wives of
Forces personnel who wish to fol-
low a course of training.

Mrs S, BFPO 34.

You could write initially to Ssafa, Mrs
S, at Ssafa HQ, 27 Queen Anne’s
Gate, London SWIH 9BZ. They will
no doubt be able 1o advise you.

Otherwise, a book entitled ‘Fresh
Start: a guide to training opportunities’
and produced by the Equal Opportuni-
ties Commission, is available free of
charge from their offices at Owverseas
House, Quay Street, Manchester M3
3HN. They will also be able to advise
on grants and other means of funding.




ALL IN THE FAMILY

An Exercise

THEY CAME INTO Church
House two by two as the animals
had headed for Noah’s Ark, not
knowing quite why they were
there and wondering just what
they had let themselves in for.
The 11 young soldiers and their
wives who were to make up the
very first Army course for young
married couples in BAOR re-
ported for duty together. They
were to discover that Church
House and marriage have a lot in
common — they are both full of
SUrprises,

Padre John Bolton, the War-
den at Church House, practises a
very special down-to-earth and
essentially caring Christianity in
which spiritual and practical wel-
fare go hand in hand. He also has
a warm sense of humour which
he shares with Padre Paul Mears
who, with the same concern and
aims, pioneered marriage prepar-
ation courses in UK at Bagshot a
number of years ago. They
have got together in BAOR to
provide marriage preparation
and follow-up courses.

Postponed

There have been three mar-
riage preparation courses to date
and engaged couples have had
the chance to learn about mar-
riage before finally committing
themselves. There have been
couples who have cancelled or
postponed their wedding until
they felt more confident about
their ability to cope.

The padres pull no punches
when they tell the lads and their
fiangées the truths about sex,
Army life and living together —
burit works. It was the response

- to these courses as well as re-

guests from the lads themselves
that led to the next, inevitable,
step and the introduction of this
first course for newly-weds.

There was a time (and not so
long ago) when many people
‘ reckoned that if soldiers had
been meant to have wives they
would have been issued with
them along with their boots. You
can still hear echoes of this car-
ried on hot air from certain quar-
ters but most people have real-
ised that wives are not just so
much extra kit and that a soldier
needs to know how to keep his
marriage, as well as his boots,
shining.

The couples were all aged be-
tween 17 and 25 and had been
married for between two months
and three-and-a-half years so
there was a certain amount of
variety in experience and views.

Story by

Ann
Thompson

None of them had reached the
seven vear itch stage but John
Bolton soon dispelled that par-
ticular myth as he explained the
idea behind the course.

“Marriage is a contract of faith
with no proof whatever that it
will work. You are each taken on
trust and couples don’t look
seriously enough at what it
means o give a promlse and keep
it. This course is designed to
educate and assure people so that
they can make a successful rela-
tionship based on honesty. Un-
less they’ve got this right they
can’t go on to the other stages.
But never has honesty been such
fun!”

And that’s not just his opinion.
The course members discussed,
thought, talked and, above all,
laughed their way through the
week’s sessions as they explored
the meaning of the catchword
behind the course — honesty.
There was a significant amount
of soul-searching, confession and
revelation between partners as
they established firm foundations
for their marriages and for the
rest of the course.

It is almost impossible to
structure such a dynamic course
along rigid, pre-set lines and,
while the basic content was cov-
ered by the end of the week, the
way in which it developed de-
pended largely on the demand
from the course members them-
selves.

There were plenty of opportu-
nities for informal discussion be-
tween and after sessions and
these often went on past mid-
night as couples discussed with
others or between themselves
what they had discovered. This
was, arguably, the most valuable
part of the course.

Great help

Tina and Mick from Pader-
born have been married nearly
three months but had known
each other as friends since they
were 12 years old. They had
found the course a great help in
these early months of living
together,

“We have been going back to
our room and talking for hours,”
admitted Mick. *“This course has
opened up new aspects and we
have realised the mistakes we
have already made like when I've
come home and fallen asleep
straight away.”

“We’'ve got more understand-
ing and patience now with each
other because it has made us sit
down together and think of the
little things that might be
annoyving each other,” added
Tina.

The course started with basics
— the consideration of the mar-
riage partnership with films and
discussion about.sex and sexual-
ity and how the stress of daily life

can so easily lead to frustration
and disappointment in bed.
Even in todays ‘liberated’ gen-
eration there is shyness and
ignorance, sometimes even be-
tween partners, when it comes to
discussing sex. Paul Mears takes
these sexuality sessions: “Our
bodies are the greatest gift the
Almighty has given us but you
can usually cut the atmosphere
with a knife when I'm talking
about sex,” he commented.

First step

The films raised questions of
communication and the import-
ance of being open and honest
with your partner as the first step
to a strong relationship, particu-
larly when there are outside
stresses, as there are in Army
life, that can be disastrous.

Even relatively seasoned cam-
paigners in the marriage game
like Roger and Andrea appreci-

ated the value of the course. Said .

Roger “I was always told the first
six months were the worst and
we've been married nine months
now. We used to argue every day
but we're over that and the main
difficulties of living together. All
the same, it has made us under-
stand each other. It has come at
just the right time for us.”

As the course developed, the
young couples took their new
awareness and consideration into
practical areas. They decided
how they, as a couple, would
spend an imaginary Dm 10,000
by window shopping in town.
They listened as Rod and Di, two
teachers from Rheidahlen, gave
highly convincing portrayals of
extreme characters who might,
one day, be living next door and
tried to decide how they would
deal with the awkward situation
this might produce. They consi-
dered the problems and solutions
to finding their feet and friends
in a community and they looked
to the future when they would
have a family. ;

Sharing a sex manual may be one way of overcoming shyness.

A number of sessions were de-
voted to a close look at the advan-
tages and drawbacks to Army life
and Anne Armstrong, _Lleut&
nant Chad Lacey — Familie

Officer with 2RG] — and the'

Commanding Officer’s wife from
3 Armoured Division Field
Ambulance, Annabelle Short,
backed up padres Paul and John
in a lively Think Tank discus

sion.

youngsters but those who made it
to Church House showed how
prejudiced such a view can be.
They were as determined to
make sure they spent their

money wisely and had some left

over to save as they were to make
a success of their marnaggs

Awareness

Ricky and Lorna were married :
a few weeks before the course but

marriage had already worked

wonders for Ricky: “I came on

this course because m ,y
commander thought it’d do me
good. He was right. It has given
us an awareness and we’ll be able
to talk now when we get to a
problem which is one reason why
1t's a good 1dea to have it so smn
after marriage.’

There are always those ﬁho
know a good thing when they see
it and come back for more —

Mac and- Sabine, for instance.

They first came to Church Houise
on the marriage preparation

Much has been written lﬁbﬂt, :
the irresponsibility of today’s

course and enjoyed it so much e

they decided to come agam
the wedding.

“The first course tellsyou
what to look out for an

right lines,” he explained. “I
don’t think you can ever  out
enough. There's always some-
thing more and I want to know as

d'the -
second is to prove you ’re on the

much as I can because I wantour

marriage to be a very good one.
Anyway, this has to be the best
exercise yet!”




An express train-crashes
at 90 mph and TA medics
i answer

the call for help

i,

i3as masked firemen smash their
way into coach containing
dangeroustchemicals

MERGENCY SERVICES raced into action when an express
train carrying members of local social clubs went off the rails
at 90 mph. The train was also carrying dangerous chemicals
and among the 200 or so casualties amidst the train wreckage

were several badly burned people.

Immediately the local
emergency services went into ac-
tion. A swarm of ambulances
from all round Bristol homed
into the accident scene near
Temple Meads station. The
police, the Red Cross and St
John’s Ambulance Brigade and
even the WRVS moved in while
the local fire brigade prepared to
free the victims.

Meanwhile six miles up the
road a hospital was waiting to
deal with the casualties — at the
TA Centre at Keynsham, head-
quarters for 219 (Wessex) Gener-
al Hospital RAMC. Something
like 200 Terriers were taking part
in Exercise ‘Felix’ — the first
joint exercise 1o be held between
the local authority rescue services
and the Army in Avon.

While everything was done to
make the exercise as realistic as
possible, everyone was at pains to
point out that a TA manned hos-
pital would not actually be in use
in such an emergency in peace-
time and that dangerous chemi-
cals were very unlikely to be

Head bleeding casuaity lies in
the wrecked train.

carried on the same train as a
social clubs’ outing.

But the casualties were realis-
tic enough. About 60 of them
were members of the Somerset
Army Cadet Force — the rest
from the local Casualties’ Union.
These people, mostly of a Thes-
pian bent, play casualties in all
sorts of exercises and are experts
in making themselves up to look
suitably mangled as well as at
simulating the state such victims
would be in.

Thus the first casualties, the
walking wounded, came off the
wrecked coaches looking stunned
and shaken. Those who were re-
leased by the fire brigade. (who
smashed their way into the
coaches with axes to create the
appearance of a football special,)

Girl is pinned to floor by spars —
ambulance man moves in to
help. ¥

Back at Keynsham the TA medics

start to patch up the victims. A

emerged on stretchers with
hideous bloodstained bandages

.and the look of people at death’s

door.

A mother was ushered gently
but firmly away crying: “‘My
daughter 1s still in there. I want
to see her.”

Meanwhile at Keynsham as
the ambulances began ferrying in
the casualties, members of the
General Hospital began their
work of patching them up and
sorting out the serjously wound-
ed from the minor injuries.

At the end of the four hour
exercise both the civilian workers

Shocked passenger is carried p

from train.

and the Army were agreed — the
exercise had been a great success.
Said project officer, Major Mitch
Allen: “They all seemed to have
learned a lot and they may
change some of their procedures
as a result of today.”

For the TA it was an exercise
with a difference. 219 General
Hospital comprises volunteers
from four major centres with the
tobacco worker from Bristol, the
Portsmouth dockyard worker,
the British Leyland employee
from Oxford and the prison offic-
er from Weymouth working side
by side. In war their role would

b

A

<4 TA mobile team helps ambulance

men at scene.

be at the rear of the battlefield on
mainland Europe.

Their Commanding Officer
John Jones, a London based
general practitioner who had the
idea for the crash exercise, ex-
plained that training for this role
was of necessity repetitious.

“You can’t alter the format of
what they’ve got to do, so if you
can introduce something a little
bit different into the training it
gives them an added fillip. Hav-
ing professional casualties who
can act has given them some
more realism — we don’t want a
soldier who is supposed to have a
broken leg yet sits there with a
great grin on his face.”

Major Allen the only Regular
soldier among the 86 officers in
the Hospital, most of whom are
medical trajned, is a great enthu-
siast for the TA. He told SOL-
DIER: “I volunteered to come
for what is my second tour with
the TA. I get a great deal of job
satisfaction because there is 100
per cent enthusiasm. This is be-
cause for most of them it is some-
thing completely different to
what they do during the week, It
does my morale and self confi-
dence good just to be associated
with them.”

Major George Hudson, a Bris-
tol dentist and commander of the
Avon detachment, added: ‘I did
a short service commission in the

Continued on page 28
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Ticketed casualty Is
escorted through reception area.

Regulars but I have done more
medical training in the TA than
ever I did then.”

As the exercise came to a close
the TA volunteers began to dis-
mantle the hospital which they
had spent several hours setting
up the previous day. This sum-
mer they will go to Germany to
practise their wartime role — but
an interesting exercise is planned
for this time next year. Colonel
Jones promised that it would be
different yet again — but provid-
ing that vital spark of realism
which was so evident in Exercise
Felix. B

<« Stretchering casualty into

makeshift theatre.

' TA surgeons in
the operating theatre.




No 37
THE 22nd
(CHESHIRE)
REGIMENT

READING THROUGH the his-
tories of the British Army regim-
ents it is often found that old
traditions die hard. Such is the
case with the 22nd Regiment of
Foot, known today by the title
they enjoyed from 1782 until
1881.

Although raised in 1689 it
was not until 1782, when they
were garrisoning the Bowery
district of New York, that
George lll ordered them to
assume the name of the county
that saw their birth. Upon the

abolition of numeration their title
became, simply, ‘The Cheshire
Regiment’ but, in common with
many other regiments, they did
not regard the loss of their be-
loved number lightly. They
bided their time and now it is
once again proudly proclaimed
for all to see.

From 1881 until 1898 the
badge which featured on the
helmet plates of both officers
and men contained the Prince
of Wales's plume, coronet and
motto on a star. But the forage
cap badge of the officers was a
more pleasing design — a cross-
cut Brunswick star on which
was superimposed a gilt circlet
inscribed ‘The Cheshire Regi-
ment’ and within this, on a silver
green background, the acorn
and oak leaf.

In 1898, to satisfy a craving
for uniformity by the War Office,
a new design was accorded to
the regiment. The Brunswick
star was now presented show-
ing converging rays with, placed
centrally across it, an acorn and
oak leaves and, below, a scroll
inscribed ‘Cheshire’. The star
and scroll were in white metal,
the remainder in gilding metal.
The revised design caused
much displeasure and indigna-
tion within the regiment be-
cause they considered it out of

proportion and unattractive.
Nevertheless, thousands of
men fought and died under it in
the holocaust of the Great War
and it is still cherished by the,
now all too few, survivors.

In 1923 the regiment returned
to the badge depicted here, de-
scribed as "On an eight pointed
star in white metal, a gilding
metal circlet inscribed ‘The
Cheshire Regiment’ with, in a
voided centre, an acorn with
oak leaves. This pattern has
remained in almost continuous
use and is worn currently, it
being Sealed in anodised ma-
terials on 26th May 1966.

For many years the regiment
has held the belief that the de-
vice of the acorn and oak-
leaves was presented on the
field of Dettingen by George Il
to a detachment of the Grena-
dier Company of Handasyd's
Foot, later the 22nd Regiment
of Foot. No-one has proved or
disproved this excellent story
but hard facts show that the
device was authorised to be
borne on the Colours in 1921
and that the tradition of wearing
oak-leaves at the head of the
Colour Pikes in the presence of
the Sovereign was confirmed in
1933. Their most memorable

action was at Meanee on 17th

February 1843 when Sir

Charles Napier led a Force tot-
alling 2500, mainly native infan-
try and cavalry with the 22nd as
the sole British Regiment,
against a 30,000 strong Baluchi
Army of the Ameers of Scinde,
resulting in victory for Napier.
This brought three Honours to
the 22nd - ‘Meanee’ and
‘Hyderabad' which are shared
by others - and ‘'Scinde’
awarded to no other Corps. At
the conclusion of the campaign
the regiment returned to Bom-
bay where the entire garrison
paraded and saluted them.
Hugh L King

All Sierras are available at great prices right
now. Favourable exchange rates and special

At £4,825, the price is as
attractive as the s_hape.

And when you buy from Ford Personal
Export, you get the added bonus of buying

dealer in the UK., your local NAAFI car sales

tax-free prices mean that the Sierra 2.0 GL
5-speed illustrated is only £4,825, and that's
before the special discounts available to
members of HM. Forces.
Dynamically designed, taut and beautifully
balanced, it’s a superb driver’s car all round.
The Sierra 2.0 litre GL is a well appointed,
very advanced car, efficiently engineered for
. lowrunning costs. 49.6 mpg at a steady 56 mph!

from the No. 1 company in personal export.

We can deliver from stock the full range of
Ford cars, all with right-hand drive, full UK.
type approval and equipment to meet BFG.
legal requirements.

So if you want to find out more about the
special prices on Sierra or any other model in
the Ford range, race

ondowntoyourFord  Ford Personal Import Export Ltd. €

showroom in Germany, NAAFI Nottingham or
Natocars, Bridgwater, Somerset.
There's never been a better time to buy Ford.

*Maximum tax-free price as at February 21st, 1983, for Sierra
2.0 litre GL 5-speed illustrated — £4,824.14, includes front
and rear seat belts. Delivery and number plates at extra cost.
1 Government test figures — mpg (litres/100 km) for the

2.0 litre 5-speed GL illustrated. Constant 56 mph (90 kph)
49.6 (5.7), constant 75 mph (120 kph) 38.2 (7.4), simulated
urban driving 26.9 (10.5)
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e Gurkhas practise
abseiling from helicopters.

o

. A US Ranger explains ’
e M67 90 mm anti-tank weapofy

Clearing the square in the Regensburg mo

&

e

B

tactics and fieldcraft.

And they tasted further real-
ism at the Regensburg training
area with its German village.

Companies were also able to
familiarize themselves with the
new Sikorsky Black Hawk heli-
copter. Amazingly quiet, it has a
lift capacity of 10,000 pounds, a
range of 1100 miles and can take
14 fully armed men.

Second phase of the training
was the Ranger week. The 2nd
Battalion of the 75th Infantry is a
non divisional unit, one of the
only two Ranger battalions in the
US Army and, in its various
roles, a cross between the Royal
Marines and The Parachute
Regiment.

They introduced the Gurkhas

he are
thousands of
hreaded over wooden stakgs..
; S

ei&a%!;s The
ms

‘used tyres

(s

to the whole range of US infantry
weapons and conducted two
sided exercises in patrolling,
ambushes, escape and evasion
and close quarter battle.

But the most valuable part of
the Gurkhas’ training was still to
come — at the Yakima field fir-
ing range some fifty miles from
Fort Lewis across the Cascade
Mountains. Its acres of sage
brush country are covered with a
fine layer of volcanic ash from Mt
St Helens, the volcano which
erupted in 1981 and which
threatened to try again whilst the
Gurkhas were there.

Being on the continental side
of the mountains, it is much col-
der than coastal Fort Lewis. But
the field firing opportunities are

magnificent and the Gurkhas
took full advantage to fire every-
thing that they had with them.

After those three hectic weeks
the Gurkhas were glad to relax a
little and try some snow shoe and
skiing training at Huckleberry
Creek, as well as take in some
sightseeing. :

But there was still a high note
to finish on. Just before they
returned to England they pro-
vided a Guard of Honour for the
Queen on her visit to Seattle in
the Roval Yacht Britannia
accompanied by the Duke of
Edinburgh whose name the regi-
ment bears.

Halfway between Nepal and
Edinburgh was probably as good
a place as any to meet! W

DANCE WITH A

YANKEE TUNE

THE GURKHAS had never seen anything quite like it before. A
German village complete with church, school, butcher’s, baker’s
and candlestick maker’s shops, a railway line and over fifty
dwelling houses; and, at the far end, ‘The Tire House’, a unique
eight-roomed house built entirely of rubber tyres.

But thére was no time for sight-seeing — just grim house to
house fighting, live grenade throwing and bursts of SMG and pistol
fire. For this was not Germany but the USA, where the Gurkhas
were getting to grips with some superb American training facilities

on Exercise Trumpet Dance.
Trumpet Dance is an annual
affair which givés British batta-
lion groups a unique opportunity
to train in the United States. As
well as seeing the equipment,
methods and soldiers of another
Nato army, they are able to use
the vast and unfamiliar field fir-
ing areas available in the USA.
For years past Trumpet Dance
has been held in Kentucky, at
Fort Campbell, but this year saw
a switch to Fort Lewis in
Washington State — headquar-
ters of 1 Corps and also home of
the whole of the 9th US Infantry
Division, “The Old Reliables’.
1st Battalion The 7th Duke of
Edinburgh’s Own Gurkha Rifles,

together with small contingents
of the Blues and Royals and 4th
Field Regiment, were the first
group to go to Fort Lewis this
year. A Gurkha battalion had
never trained in the USA before
and their visit excited great in-
terest.

The first week saw the batta-
lion introduced to MILES
which, as reported in our last
issue, is a laser training system
that introduges more realism into

Getout
fast manoeuvres for £4,750.

Favourable exchange rates and special tax-
free prices mean that the amazing Escort XR3i
is available at great prices right now, even
before the special discounts that are available

to members of HM. Forces.

Ford has always been closely involved in
International Motorsports. The result is a car
that can take you from 0-60 mph in just 8.8

seconds and then up to 116 mph!

All this contained within a body that com-
bines superb styling with excellent handling.

on some

and track.

So if you want to
find out more about

A classic example of the link between road

And when you buy from Ford Personal
Export, you get the added bonus of buying
from the No. 1 company in personal export.

We can deliver from stock the full range of
Ford cars, all complete with right-hand drive,
full UK. type approval and all equipment to
meet BF.G. legal requirements.

the special prices on Escort XR3i or any other
model in the Ford range, race on down to your
Ford dealer in the UK., your local NAAFI car
sales showroom in Germany, NAAFI Nottingham
or Natocars, Bridgwater, Somerset.

There's never been a better time to buy Ford

*Maximum tax-free price as at February Z1st, 1983, for
Escort XR3i (with alloy wheels) £4,749.94, includes front cnd
rear seat belts. Delivery and number plates at extra cost

t Ford test figures.

Ford Personal Import Export Litd. @€Z2%
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“Let’s see — don’t we have an anniversary
coming up some time?”

“Been here long?”

Maps are wonderful. . . | ]
when you can see them!

Nigel Rose (Marketing Services) Ltd are able to offer
you the super Brandhurst Self-Powered llluminated
Map Reader, and at £29.91* it must be an offer you
can’t refuse. :

Forget batteries! Forget mains! The darker it gets the
better you'll be able to read maps or standing orders
— anywhere, without ruining your night vision.

Make your Night Ops successful — fill in the order
form below for your llluminated Map Reader.

*Price includes V.A.T. and Postage & Packing.

- —— e — s — — — — —— —
ngel ROSG {_PIease send me..... Map Readers price £29.91 each _}
; . . . . (including V.A.T. and Postage & Packing) ! :
(M‘arketlng Serv]ces) lelted | My cheque/Postal Order for £........ is enclosed. |
NBMIBE . coabs cas o i e ool s BRI o L O L R I
I Address: ... ol i L i e s NS wihi et TR l
[ oinraine e e S |
7. Curlew Close Please allow 28 days for delivery i
Westover Downs, I Brandhurst also manufacture Self-Powered Torches
High Wycombe, |I;lx.rou would like further information please tick this box '
Buckinghamshire I_
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The Volunteer
Artillery: 1859-1908
(Their Lineage,
Uniforms and
Badges):

Norman Litchfield
and Ray Westlake.

This is a previously unexplored field
and the authors freely admit that, as
far as uniforms, badges and insignia
are concerned, ‘“there must be many
more about which they know nothing
and about which they will be pleased
to receive information”. It is a pity
they did not include the Army
Museums Ogilby Trust among the
sources they explored, as they would
have found several readily available
additions.

The book 1s well laid out by coun-
ties, each dealing with lineage, uni-
form, etc., and the detail appears to
be accurate and clear; the latter can-
not be said about some of the photo-
graphs and it would perhaps have
been better to use line drawings in
some cases.

There are also comprehensive in-
troductory chapters on organisation
and dress as well as appendices on

strengths.

A valuable reference book for re-
searchers and collectors alike.
Printed by the Sherwood Press, Not-
tingham. Available from 18 Bakehouse
Lane, Derby DE7 3RH — £10 plus £2
p&p. PSN

A Drop Too Many:
Major General
John Frost

These memoirs made a considerable
impact upon military scholars, and
indeed upon the general public,
when they were first published in
1980. Titled to emphasise the tragedy
of the Arnhem operation by British
Airborne forces, they include a fine
detailed account of the 2nd Battalion
Parachute Regiment’s epic stand at
Arnhem’s Rhine bridge. John Frost
commanded that battalion and his

men held on for three days and four
nights against repeated German
armour and infantry assaults. They
were equipped, rationed and muni-
tioned to hold for a day but the
relieving van of Montgomery’s army
did not force a way through in time.

The Dutch people have never for-
gotten the bravery of the British
parachutists and the new post-war
bridge is named after John Frost. But
these memoirs include much more
than the Arnhem epic, gallant and
controversial though it was. The au-
thor’s early days with the Iraq Levies
are included and then the formation
and training of the first of the
Parachute Regiment. The raid on
Bruneval was a vital test and a morale
boost for the troops and the nation.

Later came Tunisia, Sicily, Italy, all
proving grounds for the tough ‘Red
Devils’ — so dubbed by their ene-
mies — whose fame was continuously
growing.

Those who missed the first edition
in 1980 should make sure of a copy
now. The detail of the background,
and the highlights, of a parachutist’s
life are keenly portrayed, while the
photographs and maps put the his-
tory into perspective. Three new
chapters have been added to the ori-
ginal volume to round off the story
and give some further thoughts on
what did happen during that epic at
Arnhem.

Buchan & Enright Lid, 21 Oakley
Street, London SW3 SNT — £9.95
GRH

Favourable exchange rates and special tax-
free prices mean you can pick up a Fiesta XR2
at a great price now, even before the special
discounts available to members of HM. Forces.

The XR2 is lean but it's not hungry.

[t can accelerate from 0-60 mph in just 9.6
seconds and reach a top speed of 103 mph!
Yet it can achieve 32 mpg at a constant 75 mph!?
And that'’s a nice set of figures. Plenty of room
too, in its spacious four seat interior.

And when you buy from Ford Personal

Export, you get the added bonus of buying
from the No. 1 company in personal export.

We can deliver from stock the full range of
Ford cars, all with right-hand drive, full UK. type
approval and equipment to meet BFG. legal
requirements.

So if you want to find out more about the
special prices on the XR2 or any other model
in the Ford range, race on down to your Ford
dealer in the UK.,

vourlocalNAAFL  Ford Personal Import Export Litd.

car sales showroom in Germany, NAAFI
Nottingham or Natocars, Bridgwater, Somerset.

But hurry, these prices can't last forever.
There's never been a better time to buy Ford.

* Maximum tax-free price as at February 21st, 1983,
£3,876.60p, includes front and rear seat belts. Delivery and
number plates at extra cost.

t ‘Motor’ magazine test figures.

1t Government test figures — mpg (litres/100 kmj.
Constant 56 mph (90 kph) 43.4 (6.5), constant 75 méah
120 kph) 32.8 (8.6), simulated urban driving 28.2 (10.0).
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| 'I'hds_e_:boois muy lodk --sﬁi_ny :
“but are they shiny enough?

Now

THE GLEAM
MACHINE

has

DEVICE DESIGNED to help new furniture keep its
showroom shine longer could soon be adding lustre to the
sparkling turnout of soldiers on parade.

It is claimed that it can measure exactly the degree of
shine on anything from a piece of regimental silver to a pair of
boots, DMS. And if trials with the new equipment prove successful
the Army plans to lay down precisely measurable standards for
keeping its gleaming image up to the mark.

Known as the Automatic Pol-
ish Reflection Indicator, the

equipment is the brainchild of

Geste Brothers, a Midlands firm
specialising in high quality
polishes and varnishes for the
furniture industry.

Managing Director, Mr Justin
Geste, explains: “When it comes
to selling new furniture, research
has shown that there is a direct
correlation between showroom
shine and showroom sales. The
longer a product can retain its
brand new lustre, the more
attractive it looks and the greater
its chance of being snapped up.

“We developed the Indicator
because we wanted some way of
accurately measuring this ‘gleam
factor’ and the length of time it
takes to wear off.”

The Indicator consists of a
telescopic sight linked to a small
box with a dial and needle. The
user simply focuses the sight on
the object under scrutiny and
special photo-sensitive cells
transmit the information through
a complicated relay of circuits to
give a Gleam Factor reading of
between zero (total darkness) and
100 (direct sunlight).

The cost of the ‘Gleam
Machine’ is about £250 per unit
according to Mr Geste and its

Story:
BOB HOOPER
Pictures:
DOUG PRATT

uses are universal.

“We’ve been using it for about
five years now and it’s proved
invaluable. An operator can learn
to use it in less than ten minutes
and providing the instructions
are followed properly it will give
an accurate, consistent reading
every time.

“Il happened to mention the
device to an Army friend one day
and he persuaded me to lend him
one to show to the Ministry of
Defence.”

Major Peter Rank, who heads
a small Whitehall team respons-
ible for issuing Army parade
regulations and instructions,
takes up the story.

“For years we’ve been rather
worried that when soldiers take
part in ceremonial occasions
there is no objective standard for
determining the brightness of
their boots or the dazzle of their
cap badge.

“Up to now, deciding whether
kit is up to standard has been a
highly subjective business — and

therefore inconsistent.

“We are not just a spit-and-
polish Army and the days of end-
less, senseless ‘bull’ have long
gone. Even so, pride in turnout
— particularly on public occa-
sions — is very important for the
Army’s image. So having a pre-
cise way of measuring it is very
important.

“Initial indications are that the
Automatic Polish Reflection In-
dicator is just the foolproof de-
vice we’ve been looking for.

““About 50 units will be getting
the equipment to begin with and
we shall be asking commanding
officers for their comments. We
shall also be monitoring the
equipment directly with our own
control equipment to ensure that
standards are being properly ap-
plied.

“If all goes well we hope to be
able to publish a detailed set of
Parade Regulations and Instruc-
tions next yéar specifying a mini-
mum Gleam Factor for every
item of a soldier’s parade dress.

The Factor for a pair of well-
bulled boots for instance should
be between 65 and 75. Anything
less and the wearer would find
himself on a charge.”

The Indicator has already been
put through its paces by eagle-
eyed instructors at the Guards
Depot, Pirbright, and quickly
won their approval.

“It’s a great piece of kit for
keeping up standards,” says
Squadron Corporal Major WO2
Chris Sayer. “All we need now is
a modification that can measure
the closeness of a soldier’s
shave!” W

Eagle eyes at Pirbright: WO2 Chris Sayer

‘sights’ the cap badge, L/Sgt Barry Reming
reads the Gleam Factor and L/CoH Mick
Timson marks the s

p )

L
|4
g S

!

5

It takes about 15 seconds to check

& each man.

How observant are you?

These two pictures look alike but they differ in ten detarts.
Look at them carefully. If you cannot spot the differences turn to page 39.
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FALKLANDS
FILE *

be better known for

sheep than for tigers, but

that could all change if
the Ist Battalion, The Royal
Hampshire Regiment have any-
thing to do with it.

Traditionally nicknamed the
Tigers, they have been busy
helping the islanders find their
feet again after the ravages of last
year’s invasion.

This has meant some fairly
unusual tasks, including helping
in the renewal of the Stanley
racecourse in time for last
month’s  150th  Anniversary
celebrations. The course took
quite a pounding during the
Argentine occupation and bomb
craters had to be filled in and the
grandstand repaired and re-
painted.

But the deadline was met and
racing was able to go ahead
watched by a large, enthusiastic
crowd.

Then it was time for the sol-
diers to smarten themselves up
and join in the big anniversary
parade through Port Stanley
where Sir Rex Hunt, the Civil
Commissioner, took the salute.

The Tigers have also been
busy on less ceremonial, but
much tougher, marching duties
— a series of ‘Tiger’ marches
which are a strong regimental

7 Platoon march into
Goose Green after 80-mile 'yomp'.

HE FALKLANDS may

tradition. The first of these saw
platoons ‘vomping’ the 60 miles
from Port Stanley to Goose
Green in just under three days
carrying full kit and ammunition
— about 80 Ibs per man.

Operating in such difficult and
inhospitable terrain is a learning
experience for the whole batta-
lion, but for Corporal Ted Mus-
grave the tour in the Falklands
has meant literally going back to
school.

Based at Fox Bay, West Falk-
lands, he spends every morning
at the local school teaching prim-
ary youngsters Maths, English,
History and Geography. It’s a
vital service for local parents who
would otherwise have to send
their children to school in Port
Stanley, over a hundred miles
away. And although it’s a far cry
from Corporal Musgrave’s nor-
mal duties as Pay Corporal, he
says he finds it “‘very reward-
ing”. A

gent from B Coy on parade.

W.g?iz Ray Reddell leads contin- *

Pte Peter Graham 2
put the finishing

‘ Cpl Ted Musgrave with young
pupils at Fox Bay.




THE TRADESMEN

ONES, BROWN,

Smith and Robinson

are four tradesmen

who live and do busi-

ness in the sleepy little town of

Fortiewynks. Three of the

tradesmen are married: one is

unmarried. One of the married

traders has two sparkling daugh-

ters — Ruby and Pearl; one has

two sons named Mark and

Antony; one has one son (Jack)

and one daughter (Jill). They live

on the little hill in the west of the
town.

The bachelor, who may or may

not be the grocer keeps a dog

COMPETITION 313 |8

mason and one a draper. Jones lives nearer

to Brown than he does to either of the :
others and the nearest of the tradesmen to o
Robinson is a mason. 8

The draper lives in Park Place which is
not so near to Jones as is Brown’s business.
Smith lives in Straight Street and his average
weekly takings fall short of those of the
greengrocer.

The nearest of the tradesmen to Jones :
lives in Round Road and neither he nor
Jones sees much of the mason.

All we want to know is the name of the
greengrocer — knowing, of course, that it is
the grocer who lives in Curly Crescent.

The competition is open to all readers at
home and overseas and the closing date is
Friday 22 April. The answers and winners’
names will appear in our issue of May 16
1983 and no correspondence can be entéred
into. More than one entry can be submitted
but each must be accompanied by a ‘Com-
petition 313’ label. In the case of ties,
winners will be drawn by lots. Send your
answer by postcard or letter with the ‘Com-
petition 313’ label to: Prize Competition,
SOLDIER, Ordnance Road, Aldershot,
Hants, GU11 2 DU,

VYV YYrwyevyy

PRIZES

1: £15
2: £10
3: £5

named Wilf (short for Wilful)
and two budgerigars, Ding and
Dong. One of the wives is ash-

_ blonde, one brunette and one is
? // greying a little — possibly due to

worry. Having said which — to
confuse you a little, otherwise it
J would all be too easy, wouldn’t
it? — it must be said that of the
four tradesmen one lives in
Round Road, one in Park Place,
a third in Straight Street and a
* fourth (who may or may not be
 the father of Pearl) in Curly Cre-
| | scent.
f One of the four tradesmen is a
/ {/ greengrocer, one a grocer, one a

o
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4-5: Six free
issues of
SOLDIER

posted direct

- "

Your Key to a Tax Free Ford

Generous Discounts available
with Every Purchase

INVICTA EXPORT is part of the Ramsgate Division of Invicta Motors
Ltd. the largest Ford Main Dealers in East K ent, established for

60 years. Nobody is better qualified to give you help and guidance

in choosing your new Ford — specialising makes the difference

¥ Situated conveniently on the South-East coast, 5 niinutes from

Pegwell Bay Hoverport and 40 minutes from Dover.

® No hidden charges # Part-exchanges welcome
¥, Finance and insurance arranged on request”

3
*Written details available fe
on request S
-_—————-——_———--“-—— S — — — —
Return'the coupon for free Infarmation Pack to Invicta MoOtors ?_H
Thanet 57931. Telex 96331

Tick items of main interest
OFIESTA OCORTINA
""OESCORT OGRANADA
DOCAPRI S6/83

Boundary Road, Ramsgate, Kent, Tel

ADDRESS




Got something to say, a point to
make or a story to tell? This is your
page to exchange your news, views,
comments and opinions. All we ask
is that you keep it brief and include
your full name and address. Write
to: Mail Drop, SOLDIER, Ordn-
ance Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11
2DU.

I am sure a magazine for Service

wives and dependants would be of

enormous assistance to all of us who
seek news and views of life in other
garrisons. Advice of household re-
quirements, medical facilities and
schooling as experienced by wives
within the Service network would be
invaluable. The most daunting time
in any Service family is that dreaded
posting to the ‘unknown garrison’,

and to be able to read experiences of
families already living in the new

Taking
your car
backto
the UK?

You will need the best possible
advice and help when you bring your
car back with you if you're not to have
problems with Customs, Registration,
Licensing and so on.

The AA provides a service for
personal car imports into Britain and
N. Ireland by arranging Type Approval
Concession, registration and licensing
for only £16.10 for AA members or
£20.10 for non-members. The licence
disc and registration plates will be
waiting for you at the AA Port Service
Centre on your arrival.

For more information fill in this
coupon and send it to AA Continental
Operations, Fanum House, Basingstoke,
Hampshire RG21 2EA.

Please send me details of the 1983
AA Importation Services package.

Name.
Address.

TS21.3

MAIL DROP

posting would help to reassure us all.

There are many educated wives
who could write a brief summary,
and have a lot to offer on information
of all topics of their present garrison.

As for the remarks from Major
Pearson (21 Feb) about dropping the
Anne Armstrong article and the pen-
pals page, may I say ‘hands off our
Anne’. Ms Armstrong is our voice
and friend. She has solved many a
problem that we have not been
allowed to pursue, and without her
help and advice who else could we
turn to?

As for dropping the penpals page,
I am sure you would have a lot of
frustrated young soldiers, that rely
on these letters for companionship.
Until the day we have our own
‘Wives and Dependants’ magazine,
please don’t cut us off completely and
keep up the good work by publishing
all the existing articles as usual. —
Barbara L. Howat, 5 Almond Walk,
Catterick Garrison, N Yorkshire,
DL9 3DN.

With reference to the letters regard-
ing the penpals feature I fully agree
with the views expressed by A V
Andrews (7 Feb).

Like Mr Andrews, I too was a
pre-war regular, serving in the Mid-
dle and Far East. I went ourt as a Boy
Bandsman, so contact with the oppo-
site sex had obviously been limited.

As I grew up nature deemed that [
would show interest in females but
military stations had a mythical
notice: “Females rationed — apply
(at your risk) to MQs”. The alterna-
tive was pen friends, and from their
existence blossomed many long and
happy marriages especially to the
many Regular soldiers who had ori-
ginated from council care and
orphanages.

Similar conditions exist today.
Most recruits are in their late teens —
unattached and sometimes stationed

These Brand New
WOOLY PULLY'S
come in RAF Blue
— Navy — Khaki.
All are with
epaulettes and are
100% Pure Wool.
Send only:

36" £9.95

38" £10.50

40" £10.95

42" £11.50

44" £11.95

46" £12.95
'£1.50 post and.package any Quantity.

@ SAS BERGANS
@® SAS SMOCKS
@® HIGH LEG BOOTS
@ ARCTIC CAPS
® '58 WEBBING
@ '58 SLEEPING BAGS
® OG TROUSERS AND SHIRTS
® DMS BOOTS
® PARKAS
® BRK/DRESS
(SAE for Free Catalogue please)

SILVERMAN'S (S)

MILE END, LONDON E1
Telephone 01-790 5257

Personal callers Monday-Friday
J'Almaost Anything in Govt. Surplus”
“Britain’s l.udlnz Suwnm of kit to

the onals™

in isolated parts. It is heart-rending
indeed to see the mail arrive — your
friends with large family contacts re-
ceiving news from home, whilst you
receive no letters.

Being interested in this form of
contact I still have penfriends, and I
am thankful to say that through this [
have many close friends in many
parts of the world and have even had
a free holiday in the USA.

I am a regular reader of SOLDIER
and at 65 still turn to penpals first.
Carry on with the excellent feature
and good luck to SOLDIER. — B |
Harris, 29 The Square, Pevensey
Bay, Sussex, BN24 65Q.

FRUSTRATING

I was pleased to see that the detach-
ment of QDG serving with the Un-
ited Nations in Lebanon was re-
ported in the latest issue (7 Feb).

However, it was both annoying
and frustrating to find that g publica-
tion which styles itself The Magazine
of the British Army is unable even to
give a regiment its correct title. You
refer to ‘lst Barttalion, The Queen’s
Dragoon Guards'. There is not, and
never has been a regiment of that
name in the Army.

There should be no need to have to
spell it out, but there are no batta-
lions in the cavalry, only the infantry.
Cavalry regiments are ‘regiments’.

For your future reference and to

put the record in order, the correct
title is ‘1st The Queen’s Dragoon
Guards’. The correct abbreyiation is
QDG. — Major T ] D Holmes
QDG, HQ Wales, The Barracks,
Brecon, LD3 7EA.
We recetved several letters pointing out
this ‘howler’ and apologise 1o all con-
cerned. Even for sub-editors familiar
with regimental titles mistakes do hap-
pen occasionally when working to nght
deadlines. This particular story was
wrillen Just as we were gaing o press
and was not subjected to our usual
checks. We hope our four page article on
the QDG in this issue helps make
amends. — Ed.

ik e W Fang
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The letter of Col Dowdall (10 Jan)
took me down memory lane to those
long gone days when the 1st Cavalry
Division arrived in Palestine, dis-
embarking at Haifa.

In addition to those regiments
mentioned by Col Dowdall, were
units of the Household Brigade,
Wiltshire and Cheshire Yeomanry,
the North Somerset Yeomanry, City
of London Yeomanry etc.

Many were the famous names serv-
ing in the fine regiments that made
up this, the last of the horsed cavalry
divisions of the army, including the
late Duke of Roxburgh (Household
Brigade) who later served as RTO at
Haifa Main Station. Then there was
the Lord Cadogan and Lord
Weymouth who, together with the late
Ali Khan, were serving in the Wilt-
shire Yeomanry.

When all the regiments eventually
lost their fine horses, (these were sold
locally for as little as fifty Palestine
pounds each), much was the sadness
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of the troopers and officers alike,
when they swapped their four-legged
friends for the armoured fighting
vehicles of the 10th Armoured Divi-
sion under the pennants of which
they served with such gallantry. In
their new garb as an armoured divi-
sion, the former lst Cavalry were
joined by other units such as the 3rd
RHA under the inspired command of
Livingstone-Learmont MC and Bar.

It was in February 1941 that I
became involved in the ‘Flight ‘into
Egypt’ (when a German named Rom-
mel interfered in our affairs in Libya)
and myself and ten men saw General
O’Connor of the 7th Armoured, and
General Gambier-Perry of the shat-
tered 2nd Armd Div, put in the bag
outside Barce, by a German moto-
rised recce unit. We were powerless
to intervene as we were on foot and
carried only personal weapons. -

Later that same week, my soldiers
and I were also captured but escaped
into the dubious sanctuary of Tobruk
where we remained a further four
months. — J Meredith Glynn (Ma-
jor Retd), Powys House, Corwen,
Clwyd, North Wales.

I come from a very old Glasgow
family, now sadly almost died out,
but when I was a young civilian piper
I wore in my Balmoral bonnet a cap
badge which my grandmother had’
given me. This was an oval about 2"
by 14" with a figure of St Andrew
bearing his cross and a legend in
Gaelic on the garter surround.

It lay in a drawer these many years,
but a few weeks ago I was shown a
copy of ‘Badges of the Lowland and
Highland Regiments’ (see SOLDIER
10 Jan) and therein I identified my
badge as being of a volunteer batta-
lion of the Highland Light Infantry,
the Lanarkshire Volunteers 1868-
1885.

So I phoned SOLDIER and a very
helpful young lady gave me the
address in Sauchiehall St, Glasgow,
of the regimental museum, and I
posted my badge there to see if it was
of any use.

A letter from Major Mack con-
firmed my identification, and said
that this badge was the one they
actually needed to complete the full
set of badges of the volunteer batta-
lions and would go on display im-
mediately.

So it is very gratifying to know that
instead of lying hidden in a drawer
my badge is fulfilling its destiny after
all these years, and completing
another small chapter in the history
of a very fine old regiment. — Harry
Baird Brand, 30 Salmons Road,
Edmonton, N9 7JT.

SWIFT RESPONSE

Just a wee note to say thank you.
Three days after reading my request
to meet my cousin in your magazine,
I actually met him. It was the first
time in 20 years we had seen each
other. — Miss Therese Clifford, 2
Little Hoddington; Upton Grey,
Hants, RG25 2RN.

Can You Help?

I recently acquired an old photo-
graph of my father in Army uniform
and wondered if any readers could
identify the regiment in which he had
served. He is dressed in tropical kit
with knee length trousers, long put-
tees, a dog-collar-type tunic with a
leather belt and an S-inverted fasten-
er. The pith helmet has a triangle
patch sewn onto the clock which
surrounds the helmet like a thin
scarf; also he carries a riding whip.
Embossed on the bottom of the
photograph is ‘London Studios,
Nubarpacha 1917°. — Sgt S King,
Essex ACF, 107 Brempsons, Basil-
don, Essex, SS14 2BB.

I am trying to make contact with any
serving or ex-members of lst Bn,
The Prince of Wales’s Own Regi-
ment of Yorkshire (PWO), who
served with me from Nov 1966 to
Nov 1975 in Aden, Cyprus, N Ire-
land and UK. I am partially disabled
now and have lost contact with peo-
ple, places. and events. I was
23935089 L/Cpl B G Carter, Com-
mand Coy and later Charlie Coy 9
Platoon. — Barrie George Carter,
24 Striding Edge, Blackfell,
Washington, Tyne & Wear, NE37
1HF.

I serve with a voluntary semi-military
organisation, ‘The Legion of Fron-
tiersmen’, Canadian Division, UK
Command. We are self-supporting
and are desperately short of uniforms
for our members. Our QM would be
pleased for any donations of un-
wanted Army blue patrols, cavalry
overalls, Sam Brown belts, Service
caps, anything that could be altered
into our No 2 dress (blue jacket,
yellow seamed cavalry overalls, Sam
Brown belt, george boots, wellington
boots, box spears etc). All these items
are increasingly hard to come by
nowadays. Have any of your readers
anything in their attics to throw out?
— Major Chevalier Ronald Wilkes
KtT PCM, Quiet Corner, Catforth,
Preston, Lancs, PR4 0HH.

There must be hundreds of old sol-
diers dwelling in Britain who served
with the 30th Bn Royal Leicester-
shire Regt and the 188 Field Regt
RA. Both had only brief lives as
regiments. The Leicesters started
their creation at Burghley Park,
Stamford, Lincs with 1 Coy at a place
called Easton-upon-the-Hill; it was a
young soldiers battalion and survi-
vors will be mainly in their early
sixties. They were disbanded in 1943
and some of the remnants helped to
form the 188 Field Regt RA at Mar-
gate in Kent. I served with both these
units and would love any survivors to
contact me. I would answer all cor-
respondence. One fellow I well recall
when I met with the 188 was a Lance-
Bombardier Unwin. — Stan Lean-
ing, 5 Tetley Road, Scunthorpe,
South Humberside, DN16 1PN.

Collectors’ Corner

K Scharley, RR | Carrying Place,
Ontario, Canada, KOK 1L0O. Wishes
to obtain paratroop related items of the
past and present, of all countries. Parti-
cularly interested in obtaining some
memorabilia of the Falklands Conflict.
Highest prices paid. Also interested in
Bren Gun accessories, particularly tri-
pod.

A H Allen, 33 Falconer St, Holgate
Road, York YO2 4JH. Wishes to
p:mc!um soldurfmhan letters (i en-
velopes with letters) from the 1914-18
period. Also letters/posicards/documents
relating to the British Army Occupation
of Cologne 1918-1929. Postage re-
Jfunded, all letters answered.

Marcus Damond, 11 Cressington
Ave, Higher Tranmere, Birkenhead,
Merseyside, L42 6QJ. Wants rwo ser-
viceable combat jackets. Cannol afford
price of new ones, and are unable to
obtain used ones. Postage gratefully
paid.

C O’Donovan, Mill Lane, Ashley,
Altrincham, Cheshire. Wishes 1o
obtain 2nd or 3rd Volunteer Bn cap
badges or rubbings of same. Also pre
1938 Gallipoli gazette any condition.
Postage and fees as appropriate.

Andre Sills, 10 Cordery Road, St
Thomas, Exeter, Devon, EX2 9DH.
Has for sale or exchange French For-
eign Legion badges, kepis, berets,
epaulettes and uniforms. Also para
wings and world armies badges. SAE
Jor lists.

Reunions

1st The Queen’s Dragoon Guards.
Annual reunion dinner, Saturday 30
April at the Surrey Tavern, Kenning-
ton Oval, London. Tickets £7.50.
Details from: Major (Retd) K D
McMillan, Home Headquarters, 1st
The Queen’s Dragoon Guards, Main-
dy Bks, Cardiff.

15th/19th The King's Royal Hus-
sars Regimental Association. The
64th annual reunion dinner is to be
held in the Strand Palace Hotel,
Strand, London WC2 on Saturday 30
April 6pm for 7pm. Details from:
Major B O Simmonds, Regimental
Secretary, 15th/19th The King’s
Royal Hussars, Fenham Bks, New-
castle upon Tyne, NE2 4NP. Tel:
0632-329855.

Hong Kong, Singapore & Ceylon
RA Association; 67 (Suffolk) Med
Regr (TA) RA OCA; 552 Coast Regt
RA OCA; Pack Artillery Association,
REME/AER OCA. Reunions to be
held in Eastbourne September 1983.
Details from: D A Knight ERD, 7
Jutland House, Prospect Vale, Wool-
wich, SE18 SHZ. Tel: 01-854 7376.

14th/20th King’s Hussars Regimen-
tal Association. Annual reunion din-
ner will be held in the Arts Club,
Dover St, London on Saturday 30
April 1983, Tickets from: Home
HQ, 14th/20th King’s Hussars, Ful-
wood Bks, Fulwood, Preston, Lancs,
PR2 4AA.

XXth The Lancashire Fusiliers
Association. The annual Gallipoli
commemoration will be held at Bury
Parish church on Sunday 24 April 83.
Accommodation and other details
from: Regimental Secretary, XXLF
Association, Wellington Bks, Bury,
Lancs.

2nd Field Regiment, Royal Artil-
lery. A reunion will be held for all
ex-members and attached personnel
on 30 April 83 in Colchester. Those
who served with the regiment
in Malaya 1958-61 and onwards
would be particularly welcome. The
reunion will start at 11am and go on
throughout the day until 0100 hours.
A venue has been arranged and any-
one requiring information regarding

bed and breakfast and all the details
should send an SAE together with a
cheque for £2.50 each payable to ‘2nd
Field Regt RA Old Comrades’. ]
White, 24 Elmstead Road, Colches-
ter, Essex, CO4 3AA. Tel: 0206
68306 from 0830-1630 Mon to
Thurs.

How Observant
m 'ﬂl? (see page 35)

1 Shape of helmet in front of neck;
2 Rivets on shoulder armour; 3 Slope
of horse’s raised rear hoof; 4 Reins of
distant horseman; 5 Pattern of boy’s
left stocking; 6 Strap round horse’s
threat; 7 Distant horseman’s plume;
8 Petals of right daffodil; 9 Boy’s
cleaning rag; 10 Top of notice on door.

History Tours

Cox & Kings Military History Pro-
gramme 1983. Peninsular War: Por-
tugal 14-21 May, to include Torres
Vedras, Vimeiro and Busaco; Spain
1-8 May, to include Talavera, Ciudad
Rodrigo and Salamanca. The leader
for these tours will be the Military
Historian, Brigadier Peter Young
DSO MC MA. Price £358.

Normandy Landings and Arnhem
11-17 June and 18-24 September.
Guest lecturers will include Lt Col
Allan Parry MC and Major John Ho-
ward DSO, who both took part in the
1944 Landings and Dr Adrian
Groeneweg at Arnhem. The tour will
be accompanied throughout by Col-
onel John Brough DSO MC. Price
£331.

Dieppe Long Weekend 9-12
September, led by Brig Peter Young
DSO MC MA. Price £149. Full de-
tails available on request from Cox &
Kings Ltd, 46 Marshall St, London,
W1V 2PA. Telephone 01-439 3380.

Competition

Deciphering the signal in our Com-
petition 309, ‘Soldier Expects’
proved easy judging from the num-
ber of entries we received, Obviously
the logic of the puzzle appealed to a
great many of you. From the vertical
flags you had to work out the title
and author of a book and then work
out the quotation from the book.
Once you had established that vowels
were the triangles and consonants
were square shaped, the rest fell into
place quite easily. The book was By
Air to Battle by Charles Hammond and
the quotation should have read ‘They
sat in aircraft over hostile territory wait-
ing to jump through the flak to the
enemy below . . .’ Prizewinners were:
Ist T Kendell, 5 Linclieth Road,
Wool, Wareham, Dorset. 2nd Cpl C
Strefford, 712 TACP (FAC) HQ 7
Armd Bde, BFPO 37. 3rd Mr Brum-
by, 27 Woodcross Avenue, Carstley
Manor, Doncaster, S Yorks. 4th L/
Cpl Jarvis, 3 Sqn 9 Sig Regt, BFPO
58. 5th Major M Amberton, Junior
Soldiers Bn, Norton Manor Camp,
Taunton.

Pen Pals

My name is Mary and I am 27 years
old. I am 5ft 4ins tall with blonde
hair and blue eyes. I like music,
especially Elvis, and reading. —
Mary Foster, 6 Longhayes Ave., Chad-
well Heath, Romford, Euex, RM6
SHD.

We are three girls wm*t&ng
British Telecom. Tracey is 18 years
old with blonde hair and brown eyes,
and likes Spurs, swimming, music
and having a laugh. Asﬁduwm
old, likes Spurs, athletics, beer and
havmga]nugh Geraldine has brown
hair and blue eyes, is a Spurs fan,
likes all music and having a laugh. —
Tracey Hunt, 3b Oxgate Gardens,
London NW2; Astrid, 91 Temple
Road, London NW2; Geraldine Hol-
land, 36 Goldsmith Place, Kilburn
Priory, London NW.
My name is Trudi and I am 16 years
old. I am 5ft 2ins tall with auburn
hair and brown eyes. I like ska and
Tamla Motown. All letters answered.
Photos if possible. — Trudi
Allwright, 36 Milkingpen Lane, Bas-
tng, Basingstoke, Hants, RG24 0DL.
My name is Vicki and I am 21 vears
old. I am 5ft 9ins tall with blonde
hair and blue eyes. My interests are
motorcycling, dancing, cooking and
collecting stamps. — Vicki Murray, 14
The Terrace, St Stephens, Canterbury,
Kent.
My name is Karen and [ am 25 years
old. I am 5ft 4ins tall with brunette
hair and green eyes. I would like to
write to a soldier aged between 25 to
30 who shares a liking for most types
of music, socialising, walking and
travelling. — Karen Fury, 12 Mill
Lane (off Forten Road), Gosport,
Hants, PO12 4Q7.
My name is Linda and I am 22 years
old. My hobbies are ice skating,
swimming, cooking and animals. I
would like to write to somebody aged
between 22 to 30. L Davison, 8
Heather Road, Fawley, Southampton,
Hants, S04 IEL.
My name is Jackie and I am 24 years
old. I am 5ft 8ins tall with brown hair
and hazel eyes. My interests are driv-
ing, walking along the beach, reading
and writing and CB. — Fackie
Wright, Rose Cottage, South Road,
Hemsby, Great Yarmouth, Norfolk.
My name is Sandra and I am 17
years old. I am 5ft 3ins tall with
blonde hair and blue eyes. — Sandra
King, 13 Minny St, Cathays, Cardiff,
S Glam.
My name is Ann and [ am 17 years
old. I love animals, sports, music,
dancing and art. I would like to hear
from anyone around my age group.
— Ann Cook, Girls Boarding House,
Midhurst Grammar School, Midhurst,
W Sussex, GU29 90T.
My name is Beverly and I am in my
30s. I am 5ft 10ins tall and not too
unattractive. I like writing and
travelling. — Beverly Davy, 63b
Forckenbeckstr, 1000 Berlin 33,
Germany.
My name is Becky and [ am 18 years
old. I'm 5ft 3ins tall with fair hair and
blue eyes. I enjoy most music, espe-
cially soul and Tamla Motown, dis-
cos, walking, reading and writing. I
would like to write to a soldier aged
between 19 to 22. — Becky Ross, 5 St
John’s Square, Gosport, Hants,
POI2 4TS.
We are two friends;, Wendy and Sue,
both aged 22. Sue likes 50s-60s
music, driving and swimming and
Wendy likes modern music, driving
and dancing. We’'d like to write to
soldiers our age or over, preferably
abroad. All letters answered. Photos
if possible. — Wendy and Sue, 20
Pontefract Road, Snaith, Goole,
Humberside.
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with your own design
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I remoie purl's of Belize hellcoplers
‘sometimes life-saving — form of transpc |
and maintaining them in such a Ilosh ' envi

means plenty of headaches for the Army Air Corps.

Story: Graham Smith
Pictures: Doug Pratt

BELIZE MAY BE a “harsh, unforgiving”
climate for Army Air Corps Gazelle helicop-
ter pilots, yet, at the same time, it presents
an “incredible learning process needing orig-
inal thought” according to Major Keith
Reid, OC of the 20-strong detachment
which flies four of the £} million-plus tur-
bine powered aircraft.

The Belize Flight’s primary role from its
Airport Camp site, nine miles from Belize
city, is liaison work — flying people to the
south of the former British Caribbean
colony which is about the size of Wales.

Major Reid, formerly at the Empire Test
Pilots’ School (ETPS) and a veteran of 3600
hours’ flying on 16 aircraft types, mostly
rotary, told SOLDIER: “Pilots leave here
better pilots and groundcrew leave as better
technicians who tend to go up in responsi-
bility level. I’ve learned.a hell of a lot out
here. We have an Air Trooper and a techni-
cian doing jungle training with the resident
infantry battalion — the 1st Battalion, The
Royal Anglian Regiment — and we try to
get all our detachment members on jungle
survival courses.

“Belize is a good place for any aircrew to
come and pick up experience because it is
not run-of-the-mill out here. Most of the
stuff you deal with needs originality and
original thought.” 4

His pilots have had their share of drama,
too. One picked up two Mayan Indians in
one day, 25 miles apart. One of the casual-
ties had a stomach condition from which he
later died in hospital; the other had been
bitten by a poisonous fer-de-lance snake.

On another occasion, a Gazelle from the
Flight helped RAF Pumas and Harriers to

continued on page 42

Top: An AAC Gazelle lands at Rideau.

* Left: S/Sgt Jon Brereton, AAC, ready to set

off on another sortie.
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search for an overdue pleasure boat which
had broken down overnight with Service
personnel on board. The floundering vessel
was found within 15 minutes.

The jungle, explained Major Reid, can be
quite an unnerving experience for the first-
time ‘chopper’ pilot in Belize. He can often
find himself flying for a full 15 minutes with
nothing below but the tight-packed jungle
canopy throwing up CAT — Clear Air
Turbulence — and nothing but a spinning
rotor blade and endless sky above.

“We are probably the only Army Air
Corps Flight to fly with a crewman on
board. It’s vital. They can help pilots at
some of the more remote and barely access-
ible landing sites which are very rough.

“We operate in a hostile environment —
in weather, topographically and atmospher-
ically. It’s very corrosive. We have to carry
out a three-working-to-one-flying-hour
schedule out here on the helicopters because
we wash out the inside of the compressors
every night and the combustion chambers
every month.”

This is done by high-pressure water, an
idea developed jointly by Staff Sergeant Pete
Crosby and Sergeant Malcolm Rae. This
novel technical suggestion is, in fact, cur-
rently being evaluated by Rolls-Royce and
could have vital worldwide implications for
other military users of the Gazelle in similar
climates.

Staff Sergeant Crosby, an aircraft artifi-
cer, who gained his Private Pilot’s Licence
while out in Belize, said: “I think perhaps
more challenges are presented to us techni-
cians on the ground than in the air, taking
into account all the engineering problems
created in a salt-laden atmosphere where

Cpl Bill Spencer carries
out a high-pressure engine clean.

high humidity causes engine corrosion.

“We used to swap over our aircraft at one
time because they were in such a poor
condition. But now there is a greater ratio of
husbandry and anti-corrosion work to re-
pairs compared with the UK and BAOR.
It’s a constant battle.

“We found engines were running too hot
in flight and reached a point where we were
changing 20 a year, but now it’s down to two
a year — thanks to the high-pressure water
spray which cleans out the carbon and
atmosphere salts from within the engines.
The accumulated dirt acted like a heat sink
not allowing that heat to dissipate. We
believe its cause to be the combination of
atmospheric substances, fuel and oil.”

The detachment flies roughly 1500 hours
annually and has enjoyed a 90 per cent
serviceability rate in the past six months.

Its 20-man complement at the time of
SOLDIER’s visit was made up of three
pilots — including Major Reid — two air-
crewmen, five senior NCO technicians,
three junior NCO technicians, four AAC
junior ranks, a sergeant administrator, a
stores NCO and a storeman.

Of these, 13 came from 3 Flight, AAC,
based at Topcliffe, North Yorkshire, who
were due to be replaced earlier this month
by men from 656 Squadron at Netheravon,
the only AAC squadron to serve in the
Falklands.

Having to land on positions as precarious

as the Observation Post at Cadenas, perched

550 feet high on a narrow ridge-top, de-
mands consummate flying skills from the
Gazelle pilots. And they can never be sure

S/Sgt Pete Crosby, an aircraft artificer.

what they may be called to do next.

In winter, for instance, they overfly the
Belizean roads every day to see if any
bridges have been washed away. And during
hurricane threats although the four aircraft
are dispersed to protect them from damage,
they are soon back on the scene to take part
in any subsequent searches.

Gazelles are also involved in casualty
evacuation work for soldiers injured deep in
the jungle on patrol and even, on occasions,
in searching for patrols or groups that have
got lost, perhaps through a communication
breakdown.

Usually, such disorientated parties put up
orange marker balloons which bob above the
jungle’s densely-knit canopy.

“We have even dropped water to patrols
who have become lost,” said Major Reid.
“One such. patrol had only one day’s supply
left and we lowered long plastic tubes,
covered in canvas for protection, on the end
of 100-foot-long strops.

“But these are the hazards of the local
terrain. The patrols go into these regions
and cannot find a new water supply; it may
have dried up. The helicopter is the only
way you can help these people at times like
that. There is nothing else you can do to
provide all the essentials.”

As a further aid to their versatility the
Belize Gazelles also carry sand filters and
flotation gear because they spend a lot of
time ferrying between the mainland and the
many offshore cays. .

Major Reid is full of praise for the Gazelle
which he believes is hard to beat for ser-
viceability. “In very hot weather — 30
degrees plus Centigrade — and very high, at
3500 feet, its performance is occasionally
limited. But, as an all-round aircraft, it’s far
superior to the Scout.”

Working in Belize, he believes, is some-
thing that every Army helicopter aircrew
ought to experience. “I think it’s a great
shame that everyone cannot come herg as
part of their military rotary wing education.
In a perfect world, I would like to see every
aircrewman and every groundcrewman
come out here to learn about jungle
operations.

“We already go to Norway and Cyprus
getting both ends of the spectrum. The air
or groundcrewman coming out here could
end up going anywhere in the world, and
Belize is just one leg of that experience
which is invaluable. Four months out here
increases your professional ability an enor-
mous amount.”
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SASS

reaches the parts others cannot reach.

Rare kit. SAS DPM windproof smocks: New — £39.99
Surplus kit. Amphibious warfare suit. Excellent— £6.50.
Unique kit. Nylon DPM Bergens, reversible snow cam-
mo/DPM jackets.

Special kit? — We make it!

SASS Mag has 100s of items plus features.

GENUINE US 'DOG TAGS'
AND GHAIN

Stamped with your personal details etc. £5.75 per pair.
Send your requirements (block capitals please) to
Duartermasters at the Angel, 3 Torrens St, London,
EC1V 1NQ. Tel: 01-278 9760.

Free copy? Large SAE.

Special Air-Sea Services (International)
Mag Department, St George's Works,
St George's Quay, Lancaster, Lancs.
Tel: (0524) 64204.

THE CHILWELL
STORY

Last copies available. No re-
print. Collectors item. Order
from DSM Chilwell Station,
Notts. PHce £6.29 inc, payable
to RAOC Consolidated Fund.
Proceeds to charity.

FALKLAND
COMMEMORATIVE

of personalised printed shirts
Body Language by
Interprint

for Units Platoons Teams
Regiments

T-Shirts

* Buy your windsurfing equipment direct
from the specialists.

* Agents for all leading makes including
Ten Cate, Mistral, Hi Fly.

SPECIAL OFFER: — Blue Wave Windsurfer

TR AEE

elivered anywhere in U.K. — £335
2 piece Wetsuits from £50

only from

WINDSURFING

472 UNION ST., PLYMOUTH
TEL: (0752) 268328

(as illustrated

ALSOHERCULES, NIMROD,
SEAHARRIER, V.C.10, BELFAST,
VULCAN, VICTOR (REFUELLING)

HELICOPTERS
SEAKING (as illustra
GAZELLE, PUMA, CHINOOK,
WHIRLWIND, WESTLAND 30,
WESSEX, SEA KING RAF RESCUEY
A i ill be dona
mﬁm‘cm-;" profits will be ted 0 the South
Colours: Navy. Maroon, Brown, Airforce Bive
Price ist: 35p UK (overseas $1) Dekivary 21-28 days
AGENTS REQUIRED FOR SALES
RED ARROW TIES AND CONCORDE PRODUCTS
are included in a wide selscton of aviation products
Discount and commission available lor Clubs,
associanons etc
Wholesale prices available for BULK orders
Paymant: By cheque’® O or monay orderbankers draft to
WHITTLE INTERNATIONAL Dept 52
P.0. Bax 79."5611 Boulevard,
Telephons (0602) §17032/708815

Fund Raisers Take Note

DRAW TICKETS

2,000 - £11.50
Addit. 1,000s — £2.50
each

Inclusive of VAT at 15% and postage
Overseas Special Price by
Forces Air Mail
2,000 - £10.00

Addit. 1,000s - £2.20
Goods dispatched within 5 working days

Tel: Rotherham 892367

HANLEY SWIFFEN & Co. Ltd.

107 High Street, Thurnscoe,
Rotherham, S. Yorks, England

Please send me your free Lolour Brochure
tam nterestedin Shwts —  Ties Hars. Lighters, ——
Aprons. Tea Toweis | Scichers & Baoges
& Tote Bags —! iy

Dale Street, Craven Arms
Shropshire SY7 9NY.
Tel. Craven Arms (05882
2703 & 2502.

*ONCE IN A WHILE HISTORY IS MADE*
*MEN TAKE UP THE TASK OF DEFENDING
FREEDOM AGAINST REPRESSION*

Pictured here, actual size: approx 12°, displaying each side of the |.:Iade,
22CT gold-plated hilt. Polished and etched blade. Beautiful presentation box.
Cost: £68 including VAT and P&P.

As a tribute to the men of the Task Force we have

produced a commemorative knife of fine quality,

with superb etchings depicting the liberation of
the Falkland Islands by the British Forces.

~ P G I‘,‘
]Ohn Slough Of LOHdOH \’f:‘:.'lzlfl;;r:::if('(:f?ﬁz:?m.‘th

35 Church St., Hereford Tel: Hereford (0432) 55416

and speak to John, Neil or Paul for further details. Open 9-5.30 6 days a wesk

Ready to wear Mess

Dress Uniforms for
RA, RCT & RAMC
£93.50 == . £107.53

For Royal Horse Artillery please add £18 extra for buttons

Mess Dress Uniforms—Chest from 36" to 44"
Please give the following measurements:—HEIGHT « CHEST~WAIST—HIPS—
OUTSIDE LEG-INSIDE LEG-CLOSE THIGH MEASURE OVER TROUSERS.

Cummerbund £6.50 VAT FREE BFPD UK Price
t48 Uk price  Badges Prce lc. VAT
. . Royal Arms f4.75 £5.45
Miniature Medals WOZ Crown in Wreath ass o
. W02 Crown £2.75 £1.16
BP0 Priw. | g T o0 0%
Price Inc. VAT P 340 £291

GSM with NI Bar L6 L1776 i :
Sirabia Fic. Please state which bar BFPO UK Price
required sod ... £1.75 each addibonal Price  Inc. VAT
bar. Any area avalable f2m MBE £ 900 £10.35
LS&GC (Navy, Army,orRAF) £600 f£690 Queens Gallantry £8.79 £
UN Cyprus £600 F£690 Dhofar GSM £925 £1064
Sitver Jubilee £690 E7H4 ABU Dhabi {92 £10.64
Stars ie. laly Eic £280 £33 Bars for Miniature Medals L% f0
Defence EBID £702 DOak Leaf Min - £ 086 £088
War EBID  £702 Indian General Service £73 £838
UN Korea £678 f780 Military Medal Cross £790 £40
Meritonous Service £840 986 Min 1or2 Space Broach £ 087 £.100
DSM GIV & ER 1050 o Min 3ordors Space Broach f 082 £ 1.06
CBE fna  fmn Min Bor7or Space Broach £ 115 £1.2
BEM £750 f£8B2 Full Size 1 or 2 Space Broach £ 160 184
The abave medals are supphed mounted, we will court mount your own medals 15p per medal. Please send for

comprehensive Medals Price List

Marcella Dress Shirts e1a74 var eree £16.95 uk Price
Black Bow Tie £2.00 VAT FREE £2.30 UK PRICE

Suit Carry Covers £2.50 VAT FREE £2.88 UK PRICE

Leather Calf Black Dress Shoes £24.95 VAT FREE £28.69 UK PRICE

SUPPLYUIME—

Please send your cheque (P0) with order details to SUPPLY LINE, Ingrams Parade,
Rothwell, Leeds LS26 0DS, ENGLAND.




SOLDIER MART

unit/ship/station.

SALE OF SURPLUS MARRIED QUARTERS
UNDER THE NON DISCOUNTED
SCHEME

Bulletin No 52 contains details of the following surplus Married
Quarters offered for sale through the Joint Services Married
Quarters Sales Office at UKLF Wilton (Salisbury Military 2684/
2693).

The Bulletin has been distributed to all Units. Further informa-
tion and application forms will be available through your

The closing date for all applications for properties
offered in Bulletin Number 52 is on 30 March 1983.

Price list.

BADGES, PLAQUES AND TIES

We make only the best BLAZER BADGES in fine wires and silks at £8.10 each.
Also attractive WALL PLAQUES at £9.55 each and CAR BADGES at £9.38 each
REGIMENTAL TIES (Striped designs) at £3.34 each (RA FLASH £4.14, Crested
designs £4.26). These prices include VAT and Postage. Send SAE for Services

D. J. PARKINSON, HM Services Hand Embroiderers (Dept S), 124 Valley Drive,
Brighton BN1 5FF. Telephone Brighton (0273) 501213 during mornings only

Reservist with van of 14cu.
metres offers quick service.
Pete Sutton,

6 Padarn Close, Sedgley,
Dudley DY3 3PB.

Tel: (09073) 70908.

Type 1 One in Hemswell, Lincs £41,000 "
Type 2 One in Hemswell, Lincs £34,500 -
Type 3 Two in Hemswell, Lincs £25,750 Us. Army aaunzlvo'nvs‘.nuk&ansm. 286
—£25.500 Pages. 234 lllustrations £5.00.
Type 4 Eight in Hemswell, Lincs £23,500 Maf{,‘ﬁ,“;ﬂfﬁ;ﬂﬁ"ﬁﬁ oh
e £20’500 ?u?m"azr?adaf' ;?4pé5M0a0ps and illus-
Type 5 Four in Hemswell, Lincs £21,500 SURVIVALI @:A%SPES, 'SEND 2
—£20,500 '
Type 6  Sixin Saxilby, Lincs £19,000 o e, S Rt T
— £18.000 Deeside, Ciwyd. CH5 2AA.
Type 6 Eight in Eggbuckland, Plymouth £18,500
— £18,000 BAOR/UK Removals.
Type 6  Onein Welton, Lincs £16,000 Why hire a Juggernaut?

SURVIVE!

Free colour poster of military
survival techniques comes with
new 1983 Survival Aids Cata-
logue; over 200 items of survival
equipment described and illus-
trated. Send £1 to Survival
Aids, Dept SM, Morland,
Penrith, Cumbria, CA10 3AZ.

(\_CJ(mn foutfe )

NO MORE SILVER
CLEANING!

fmpregnated cloth bags, wraps and roll
ups of various sizes will protect your
precious Regimental or domestic silver-
ware and actually prevent tarnishing.
Also use our 'Carosil’ mitts for safe hand-
ling and burnishing.

The Tarnprufe Co Ltd (est 1950)

Reg Office: 68 Nether Edge Road,
Sheffield, S7 1RX. Tel 0742 53652

ENGLISH PEWTER GOBLETS
AND ONE-PINT TANKARDS

T Engraved Badge/Crest. Minimum order 6
Ty Discount on 10 or over
| f Goblets from £4.95. Tankards from £6.25 plus VAT

All prices post-paid. Please send badge with order

R&BINCONLTD
SOUTHBOURNE ROAD
SHEFFIELD S10 2QN
Telephone 0742 685911

BEFORE
YOU
ORDER A
NEW TAX-
FREE CAR,
PHONE
ADVANCED
CAR :
EXPORTS
ON 01-485-
3247 OR

| FORTESS ROAD, \Sg
| LoNDON,

5 2HR.

DESIGNED & PRINTED FOR YOU IN OUR OWN FACTORY
Send for details
LIBRA GRAPHICS LIMITED [NC3S

Quality Sereen Printers
CHEAPSIDE - BRADFORD AD-BATLEY WEST YORKS WF 17 SND
Batley 0924 477751/2

CASHS NAMETAPES

Mailed in 28 days after receipt.

3 doz (same name) £4.65

6 doz (same name) £5.10

12 doz (same name) £6.90

Please enclose cheque/PO payable
to Boddingtons.

Write name in block letters stating
red/blue/black lettering.
Boddingtons, 15 Medlars Mead,
Hatfield Broad Oak, Bishop's Stort-
ford, Herts.

School

HARBORNE

BIRMINGHAM

A Boarding and Day
Preparatory School for
boys and girls from 7 to
14 years

Excellent location and facilities

Preparation for Grammar and Pub-
lic Schools

Escorts arranged to meet children
travelling by rail and air

HENRIETTA PRINTS (BATH)
7 Alfred Street, Bath, Avon BA1 2QU

We are pleased to offer a fine lithographic colour print of HMS INVINCIBLE
from the original painting by Gerald Witcombe.

Overall size 28" x 20". Image size 22} x 15". Price £5.95 + 75p P&P.

Our thanks to MoD Ship Dept, Bath; Vickers Engineerin? & Shipbuilding Co
Ltd; RNAS Yeovilton & Culdrose; Naval Security & HMS In

all assisted in making possible such an accurate portrayal of HMS Invincible.

Mail order to: HENRIETTA PRINTS (BATH)
7 Alfred Street, Bath, Avon BA1 2QU

vincible, who have

& Henrielia Prints (Bath)

l

Reduced fees for Forces' families Please send me . ... HMS Invincible colour prints 7. Alied Street Bath. Avon, s
. | (unframed) at £5.95 + 75p post and packing (total £6.70) each.
For details of entry tests and I enclose my cheque/POfor .............. payable to Henrietta Prints (Bath)
prospectus please telephone: Please choose: 'Canvas Grain' paper [ ] or 'Plain’ paper []
021-454 1425 4
or write to: AN o e TR R e e | R
The Admissions Secretary, H.\"H
The Blue Coat Schoal, ‘._\ W I T e R e S e e L T S e
larborne, 3
Birmingham_B17 OHR. e I e AR e PN N [ il ikl i e
HOUNDED 1123) l Full refund if not satisfied and returned within 21 days




| SOLDIER MART

BRITISH ARMY NEW
DP CAMOUFLAGE
LIGHTWEIGHT, WATER
REPELLANT CAMMY
SUITS

manufactured from 4oz nylon.
Starthene treated, imparts tre-
mendous repellancy and tear
strength coupled with lightness,
suppleness and extreme durabil-
ity. Jacket complete with hood,
frontal zip, map pocket, storm
cuffs, and draw string waist.
Trousers have elasticated waist
and two entry trouser pockets.
Designed as one universal fitting
for all sizes. Can be worn over
any clothing. The suit when
packed in the pouch provided
measures only 11 in x 2 in.
These Cammy Suits have been
tested and subsequently sup-
plied to members of the British
Army.

Price including postage, Eﬁd
each, or jacket £15 and trousers
£9. 12} % discount on orders of
10 and over,

JAMIE WOOD LTD

T-SHIRTS SWEATSHIRTS

TRAVEL/SPORTS BAGSTOWELS,CAPS,CAR STICKERS.
silk screen printed to your own design

For youn gree injormalion package contact:
SPRINTPRINT s semoroyear. sindonsnz eon,

SF
‘»NG <ty ';“'Eo O'Po
? A 1

Postal Roses

Posted anywhere in UK. All long-
stemmed reds.

Dept SN, Cross Street, 10 £5.50
Polegate, Sussex. = ; 20 £8.95
Tel: 03212 3813. Enclose cheque/PO to:
. Dept M, Rose Centre Ltd, oJe) SPORT & LEISURE PRODUCTS
St Andrews, Guernsey. . EMBLEM HOUSE - CHURCH ST - HECKMONDWIKE
e W.YORKSHIRE WFI6 OLF - TEL 0924 - 404566
SELF.CATERING BUY » SELL ~ TRADE
Chalet Apartments BRITISH ARMY 58 webbing, equipment, -

I W |TZERLAND DPM clothing and insignia.
US ARMY ALICE nylon equipment, field

AMODATION jackets, high-leg boots, insignia etc.
ACCOMMODATION 1
FROM c 3 PW.

- - - =
RAF/USAF flight ' jackets, suits,
headgear, equipment and insignia, also IVI l Io
Spring & Summer in

WW2 to Vietnam, Army and Airforce col- - =
I thing, militaria, insignia.
o minon | | | Fcomomen Technicians
INTERLAKEN REGION :
R onte i :(: ?aSE‘SJ cs)tN ::::ﬁs;{)n London W8 :
{(Dept S), Holiday Services in Switzerland, / e " . - h MI - f f
60 Riverdale Road, Sheffield S10 3FB. (in asso- Tel: 01-937 7456
Iuatmﬁewrt?w?oc:l Swiss Tt‘:\unst Offices) T l Open Mon-Sat 10.45-6,00 'n t e InIStry o De en ce
- . e . -

If you are leaving the Services shortly and wish to use your

experience to the best advantages the Ministry of Defence has

a number of vacancies for permanent appointment as Radio
B “ u — — Technicians at
x RAF Carlisle {Cumbria)

BOOTS N' SPORTSHOES GUIDE RAF Henlow -~ (Bedfordshirel

NEW ISSUE HIGH LEG BOOTS F Sealand ‘C|Wvd)

The new high leg boots are made from high quality, supple leather and : . : . o

feature wider eyelets for ease of lacing - especially important when using Vacancies also arise from time to time at other RAF units in the

para-cord or leather laces.

The tongue is double thick for comfort and is sewn right in to the top to The present salary scale is £5,232 to £7,450 per annum with

prevent water ingress. excellent promotion prospects to the Telecommunication

Even the sole is new too - a special zig-zag design for improved grip. Technical Officer Grade with salaries rising to £12,000 pa and

Strong, hard wearing yet light and comfortable it's an exceptional boot of beyond.

superior quality. ¢ . 4k b 2t &
PHCCa I If you have an approved Service Technical Training similar in

Perfects £20.00 a pair. Grade A seconds £16.95 a pair (cosmetic defects

only). Post & pecidng ree. l level to a TEC Certificate or equivalent and GCE levels or

equivalent in English, Maths and Physics/Science you should
apply for application forms stating the expected date of
release from the Service.

MARATHON SHOES

Famous make shoes that, due to a slight cosmetic defect, can be offered
at less than half price. Utilising a composite suede/nylon upper for
comfort, the shoes feature a wedge structure with hard wearing VIBRAM 41 hours weekly including daily lunch hour, 22 days holiday
sole, in-sock and reflective safety strips. Incredible at only £8.50 pr. plus each year rising to 30 days plus statutory holldays
£1 p+p.

I Applications to the Civilian Admin Officer at
TRAINING SHOES

By choosing high quality leather we can offer a hard wearing leather RAF Carlisle, Cumbria CA6 4DB
trainer that's both strong yet light and supple. Although designed for

indoor football, its comfort and strength make it a good all round sports RAF Henlow, Bedfordshire

shoe. Unbeatable at £7.50 pr. plus £1 p+p. I RAF Sealand Clwvd CH5 ZLS
GOLDENVILLE FOOTWEAR, WINDMILL AVENUE,
KETTERING, NORTHANTS.

Tel: 0536 84732

or to Ministry of Defence (CM(S)3E) Room 825, Lacon House,
Theobalds Road, London, WC1X 8RY for other locations.

' Please quote reference: SM/RT/0383/MOD6.

{____________




HOME HUNTER

RAF’S LOSS COULD BE YOUR GAIN

Looking for a bargain? Then a house on the former RAF Station at Toft
Newton, Faldingworth, Lincolnshire, could be the answer. The properties are
being offered with 100 per cent mortgage availability and no legal fees. In fact,
as the developers hasten to stress, purchasers of one of the two-bedroom
terraced houses could have a home of their own for a repayment of only £20 a
week, assuming tax relief at the standard rate.

Not surprisingly, there has been strong demand for the properties and only
about 30 of the original 150 remain unsold. They range in price from £11,950
for the smallest terraced to £16,450 for the three-bedroomed semis.

The houses have all been refurbished and are partly centrally heated.
There’s a heated swimming pool on site during the summer and a community

centre open all year round.

Faldingworth is about 12 miles from Lincoln City. There is one shop on the
development. The nearest shopping centre is at Marken Rasen (population
around 10,000). There are very good schools nearby but a car is essential.

Contact: Earl & Lawrence, Lincoln (0522 22215)

Kerry Stephenson 01-439 3611/2.

These articles are prepared in con-
junction with Kerry Stephenson of
the National Homes Network. This
is a private agency with a great deal
of experience in dealing with the
special problems of the Service
Home-hunter. Kerry will be delight-
ed to give you any help he can with
your problem in the private sector
and can be contacted at National
Homes Network, 303 Radnor
House, 93 Regent St, London,
WIR 7TE. Tel: 01-439 3611/2.

Houses for sale

Warminster. Modern semi-detached
well maintained chalet-style house in
quiet cul-de-sac. Three bedrooms,
coloured bathroom suite, pleasant
lounge, kitchen/diner, garage,
gardens front and rear. To include all
carpets. Oil central heating. £24,650.
Mrs M Crean, 24 St Andrews Road,
Warminster, Wilts. Tel: Warminster
214393.

Bolton-Harwood/Breigtmet border.
Three-bedroomed detached home
with attached brick-built garage. 18’
kitchen-diner, full gas central heat-
ing. Price reduced from £20,950 to
£18,750 for speedy sale.

S$/Sgt B Houlette on Aldershot Milit-
ary 24431 ext 2648 or at home on
Aldershot 314844,

Aldershot. Immaculate modern 4-
bed detached house. Quiet, private
cul-de-sac south of town on exclusive
small development. Lovely open
aspect over playing field to wooded
hill. One mile town centre. Very near
schools, local shops etc. 18 months
old. Double aspect lounge/diner,
kitchen, bath, cloakroom, four bed-
rooms, garage, utility/workshop, gar-
dens. Full GFCH. Three telephone
points, two TV points, double elec-
tric points throughout. Happy and
comfortable family home. Owner
posted. £52,500 freehold. Aldershot
Mil 2593,

Town House Ascot including
modern furniture, fittings, carpets,
curtains complete. Four bedrooms,
two baths. Ample storage. Central
heating, Garage. Easy London
Camberley.£42,000.

Jobson, HQ SEDIST, Aldershot,
Hants. Tel: 0252 24431 Ext 3168.

Detached chalet bungalow, Colches-
ter. Established 3-bedroomed chalet
bungalow in excellent decorative
order, situated on the eastern out-
skirts of Colchester within easy reach
of town and station. Separate dining
room and lounge, some fitted carpets
and double glazing. Gas central heat-
ing throughout. Garden sheds, a
greenhouse and new garage included.
Mature gardens with shrubs and fruit
trees. £26,950 freehold.

Ring Colchester (0206) 323464.

Kirkby, Fleetham. Four-bedroomed
detached centrally heated house, in-
tegral garage, hard standing for two
cars. Cloakroom with WC, bath-
room, separate WC. Double-glazed
sealed units to ground floor windows
including sliding 8’ patio doors from
L-shaped lounge/diner onto patio
and large rear garden. Kitchen is
plumbed for washer, split level cook-
er and hob and double width glazed
doors to side garden. Village 1} miles
Al, on bus route serving Richmond,
Catterick (5 miles), Northallerton (8
miles). Village school, shop, pub and
cricket team. Property divided from
neighbouring cottages by thicket
hedges or 6" fencing.

Tel: Weekends McLoughlin, North-
allerton 748347; office hours Scar-
borough 64345,

House Letting

If you need to let or have problem$
with letting property in Devon,
Dorset, Somerset or Cornwall, con-
tact:

Houselet (Southwest), 40 Newcourt
Road, Topsham, Exeter EX3 0BT.

Services

Miniature and full size medals sold
and mounted reasonable charges e.g.
Miniature G.S.M. N. Ireland
mounted ready to wear only £5.50.
S.A.E. for other prices.

C & ] Tailors, “Valentines”, 14 Fair-
ford Road, Tilehurst, Reading RG3
6QB. Tel Reading (0734) 25356.
PRIs and Museum Curators are
offered design and production
facilities for acrylic tableware, car
badges etc. Also regimental badged
bridge sets and playing card packs by
15A, Oaklands, Bagshot Road,
Worplesdon. Phone 0483 233 848.

46

DUSSTAMPS continues to be the
only stamp club for all servicemen
and sponsored civilians worldwide.
Information and monthly Newsletter
Auction List.

Jim Morris, 14 Natwich Road,
Fallowfield, Manchester M14 7AP.
Tel: 061-224 0854.

100% mortgages available subject to
normal building society lending
rules.

Telephone Tadcaster 835701 or
write, David Fern (Insurance Brok-
ers) Ltd, Shann House, 49 Kirkgate,
Tadcaster, N Yorks.

CLASSIFIED

For sale

Cap badges, regimental ties, blazer
badges, cuff links, ali militaria.
Cairncross (DeEI S), 31 Bellevue St,
Filey, N Yorkshire. Scarborough
513287.

Military, reference, survival books,
war films on Betamax, VHS video,
cassettes, militaria. Soldiers of
Fortune, 5 The Arches, Villiers St,
London WC2. Tel: 01-839 5474.
Miniature medals. Return of post
service, competitive  prices,
examples: DCM/MM £8.00; OBE/
MBE/BEM £6.00; Army LSBGC
£4.50; CSM N Ireland £4.50; South
Atlantic and Rosette £3.75; UN,
Cyprus £4.00. Mounting bars: 1
medal 35p; 2 45p; 3 50p; 4 65p; 5
70p; 6 80p plus 15% VAT (UK
orders) and 30p postage. Also 7 days
medal mounting service for full size
and miniature medals. Send for price
list of all other miniature medals and
mounting service.

Miniature Medals (SM), 30 Coventry
Road, Burbage, Leics, LE10 2HP.
0455 39262.

Survival books on survival, guerrilla
warfare, self-sufficiency, mercenaries
etc.

Phoenix, Phoenix House, Chester
Road East, Deeside, Clwyd, CHS
2AA.

Camouflage ‘T’-shirts, good quality,
all sizes, new £4.99. Combat knives,
by Eickhorn, 5" double-edged blade,
elive green non-slip handle, tough
leather scabbard with strong boot/
belt clip, will attach to most types of
equipment, new £15.99. Black SAS
type balaclavas, new £3.65. Post free.
Combat Surplus Stores, Trendle St,
Sherborne, Dorset.

First day covers: Dispatched in a
strengthened outer envelope world-
wide. Service A) Benham Luxury
Silk large £2.20, B) Benham Silk Set
£3.50, C) Benham Silk Cards £3.50,
D) Stuart £1.40, E) Philart £1.40.
Service D & E either the official GPO
postmark or FPO 340. All postage
extra. Send £10 to open your stand-
ing order account.

W. Fryer, 227 Signal Sqn, BFPO 18.
A frame for your medals. Wood
frame in white gloss with clear pers-
pex-type front and red background
slotted to take up to five single med-
als and cap-badge or six single med-
als. Easily removed for ceremonials
Standard size 7 inches square £6.25
inc p/p (C.W.0.). When ordering
please state exact number of medals
and/or cap-badge you intend fram-
ing. SAE for special quotes.

E.N.D. Products, Olney House,
High Street, Olney, Bucks MK46
4BB. Tel 0234 712568.

‘Cars/Caravans

Posted overseas? Tax free cars at
unbelievable prices. Most makes sup-
plied. Part-exchange welcome, fi-
nance and insurance arranged.
Philip Jordan, FCE, 30 Orchard
Road, Baldock, Herts. Tel: 043871
6097.

Matra Rancho Nov 79, W reg, 39000
miles. Rear seat belts. Radio Cas-
sette. Auxiliary and swivel lamps.
Reversible tow, hook and electrics.
One owner. Dealer serviced from
new. Ideal family/touring car.
£4,250.

S/Sgt Dixon, 33 Gilmore Place, Edin-
burgh. Tel: 031 229 3925.

‘Wanted

Books on anything military, good

. prices paid.

Peter Wright, 18 Mayfield Drive,
Bare, Morecambe, Lancs; More-
cambe 424345,

‘Mud and Khaki’ by Clapham plus
any other books, publications,
paintings or other items with
Honourable Artillery Company
(HAC) connotations.

Gordon Brown, 01-505 1041 or 01-
283 5266.

Wanted by TA soldier, green
foulweather clothing, combat
smocks, army/airborne bergan.
Please write with details to:

R P Barnes, 201 Harrogate Road,
Leeds, LS7 3PT.

Holidays

Malta. Superb holiday apartment
edge beautiful Saint Paul’s Bay from
£45.50 weekly. All supporting ser-
vices available. Early booking dis-
count. SAE.

P Habgood, 82 Deverill Road, War-
‘minster, Wilts, BA12 9QT.
Gatwick Airport (13 miles). Over-
night accommodation — Car Park
available. Horley (02934) 71991/
3650.

Ventnor, IoW. Up to 15% discount
to HM Forces. Self-catering flat on
the seafront. Open all year.

WO2 McMeechan, 1st Bn The Royal
Scots, BFPO 805. Telephone
0396 3111 x276 or 039685 420.

Self Catering holidays in France and
Spain. Deluxe fully equipped Mobile
Homes, all mod cons, from only £49
per person. 9 Premier sites, from
Royan to the Mediterranean. Either
Self Drive, or travel in luxury on
your Sleeper Coach. We also sell new
and second hand Mobile Homes for
your investment and pleasure.
Contact Hedoney Holidays Ltd.,
245b High Street, Aldershot, Hants.
Tel Aldershot (0252) 330990.
Travel with us. Buccaneer Travel
Aldershot. Cheapter Flights World-
wide from anywhere to anywhere also
for: Military Personnel we offer: the
most competitive rates for your fami-
ly holidays.

Call us on (0252) 330182 and 24334
The Aldershot Travel Agent, 245
High Street, Aldershot, Hants.
Luxury 6 berth mobile home to let.
Fully equipped. Swimming Pool.
Horse Riding. Tennis. Restaurant.
Shop. Situated just outside Frejus,
South of France. Book early to avoid
disappointment.

Sgt J. N. O. Connor, HQ Catterick
Garrison, N. Yorks. Tel Catt Mil
264 or Richmond (0748) 834370.
10% Discount if you book now for
1983. Luxury 6 berth mobile home,
mains services on excellent 3 star site
500 metres from wide sandy beaches
near Cap D’Agde, South of France,
from £70.00 per week.

Kirby, 22 Moorlands, Wing, Leigh-
ton Buzzard, Beds. 029668 (Wing)
676.

Personal

I am 38 years old, divorced with two
children, boy aged 13 years, girl aged
12 years. Privately educated. Have
not known any other life but the
Armed Forces, and have thoroughly
enjoyed the life. Enjoy all forms of
outside activities, plus reading,
travelling, gardening, driving, all
forms of music, going to the pictures,
going out for a meal occasionally, but
most of all, sadly miss the life which
we had while attached to the Forces.
If any Senior NCO or above, would
like to correspond with me, on a
genuine basis, who is not married, I

- would very much like to hear from

you. All replies answered.
Replies to ‘Jane’, c¢/o SOLDIER.




SOLDIER SPORT

Introducing
- one of the
Army’s most

vnusual
__sports

BRITAIN’S SOLE competitor in the world
of international dog sled racing, W02 Mick
Hillier-Jackson, is unmistakable.

Before a race, he stakes out his team of
Siberian huskies on snow under a British
flag which he carries with him. In the race
itself, he runs wearing a hat in the design of
the Union Jack.

Better still, he wins. In the current racing
season, he has taken first place in the five dog
team category in two major European
Championships, in Austria and in Italy.

Last month, however, at the combined
. Dutch-North German Club Championships

in Eckenhagen, Germany, a fall forced him
to settle for third place.

Dog sled racing, insisted Mick after-
wards, is not a dangerous sport although it
can lead to “perhaps the odd broken nose”’,

. His own worst moment was a year ago,
competing in Bernau in the Black Forest.
“There was a fast downhill section with two
‘S’ Bends, and I lost control of the sled just
before the first one. I ended up being drag-
ged under the sled for half a kilometre, and
lost quite a bit of skin on my thigh.”

Eighty dog teams from seven nations took
part in the Eckenhagen meeting, which
Mick described as “small”. Bigger cham-
pionships attract as many as 200 dog teams.
At Eckenhagen, even so, the presence of a
television team, and a radio reporter giving
‘live’ coverage on the German networks was
a measure of the growing popularity of a
sport that its followers know as ‘mushing’.

In UK, strict quarantine laws more than
lack of snow, have prevented its develop-
ment on any serious level.

Story: Dermod Hill

A 36 year old ‘Brummie’ based with 1
Squadron, 14 Signal Regiment, in Bruns-
wick, Germany, Mick Hillier-Jackson be-
came involved in the sport in a way which
will strike a chord with every Service family.
An unaccompanied posting to Northern Ire-
land decided him to buy a young dog as both
company, and reassurance for his wife.

“In fact I already had a huskie for about
nine years, an old housepet that I still have.
I got the name of a German sled dog racer
from some friends in England, and we
bought another. Then I found you only
need three to actually start racing. So, we
acquired another and raced.”

That was three years ago. The Hillier-
Jackson family now has seven Siberian hus-
kies, and they breed and show huskies as
well.

“In fact, they have been bred for hun-
dreds of years, as human companions,” said
Mick. “They like people too much to be
good guard dogs. But they will hunt other
animals, so you must keep them on a lead.
All huskies love to run, and some run better
than others. The biggest problem is finding
a dog that will ‘lead’.”

Mick’s lead dog is one of two which lives
all the time in his quarter in Brunswick. The
remainder are kennelled on a patch of land
lent by German friends.

“My lead dog is called, believe it or not,
Bambi. It was born in Canada, and was
imported by the current European reigning

A champion partnership — Mick and Bambi. b

champion in the Open Class (dog teams of
unlimited size).

“The dog was too old for his team, and it
had also lost a toe in a racing accident. We
were lucky enough to be there when he
decided it was time for him to go, and I got
him, quite honestly, at a give-away price.
He’s now eight-and-a-half vears old and is
still probably one of the best lead dogs in
Europe, although he’s not as fast as some.”

Of Mick’s present racing team, two were
sired by the lead dog. “Bambi refuses to run
unless he is kept at home. But all the dogs
come to the house once or twice a weék just
for a change.

“The huskies do not fight for lead posi-
tion. A younger dog in the kennel might
fight for supremacy of the pack itself, but
you don’t get a lot of trouble with the dogs.
It is normally the bitches that fight most —
the worst problems are always with them.”

In summer, Mick trains on a wheeled
trolley called a ‘rig’, and there has been
some attempt in UK recently to promote rig
racing as a sport in itself,

Dog sled racing is not a cheap sport.
Lightweight racing sleds, from 14-251b, can
cost up to £500 and are usually made in
Switzerland. Mick’s own sled though —
bought in Scandinavia and made of Fin-
nish Ash — cost only £200.

A Siberian huskie pup costs about £250,
but a good lead dog is hard to put a price on.
The dog food bill in the Hillier-Jackson
House is over £50 a month.

Costs like these are probably the main
reason why more British soldiers in Ger-
many do not take up the sport says Mick.

“Soldiers in Germany don’t normally go
mad enough to buy enough dogs to have a
team. It is an expensive sport. If you race
huskies, you don’t really do anything else in
the year. We don’t have holidays. We don’t
go away or anything, except in winter when
I use my leave to travel around the different
race events.”

At the end of the year, Mick Hillier-
Jackson is due to return to UK, and the
brief but spectacular career of Britain’s only
dog-sled champion will probably come to an
abrupt end.

“There is no way I can afford to quaran-
tine seven dogs. But we are hoping to bring
two stud dogs back to UK, and the rest will
go to German kennels.” B
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Army (UK) Soccer Final

SEME TWINS

BLAST RE’S

TRRE 1

SEME Bordon 3

SEME BORDON retained the King’s Cup when they brushed aside
the challenge of the Training Regiments, Royal Engineers. They
did so with style, flair and three fine goals from their Army and
Combined Services twin strikers, Lance-Corporals Steve Butler

and Phil White.

For once White outshone his more stylish team-mate getting two
goals. As captain for the night he received the cup (pictured below)
from Lieutenant-General Sir Edward Burgess, President of the
Army FA. It was all in sharp contrast to last year’s final when he
was sent off and had to watch disconsolately as his team-mates

collected their medals.

ALTHOUGH THERE were
only three first round matches
to be played in our SOLDIER
Darts Contest, two teams have
already given warning that they
are in sizzling form.

Newcomers Aldershot Chefs
‘B’ needed only 61 darts (23-21-
17) to dispose of Scraptoft Valley
Ex-Servicemen’s Association,
Corporal Sobanski weighing in
with three ‘tons’. And Vehrte
CC, losing semi-finalists last
year, went one better against
Bury All Stars, their 20-18-22
adding up to just 60 darts.

Four of their players each
scored 140 or better in a single
visit to the board, among them
Corporal Jimmy Haque whose
147 finish wins him our £5 for
the performance of the round.

Bury couldn’t match that sort
of scoring but they did have the
satisfaction of chalking up five
individual tons.

In the other tie 6 Field Sup-
port Squadron’s 23-27-25 saw
them through against Herford
Crusaders.

Second Round Draw: Berakas
Ladies v RAFA Club; Kolsas Kil-
lers v Artful Dodgers; Eskmeal
Owls v Odds and Sods; High
Numbers v E Troop 233 Sigs;
Aldershot Chefs ‘B’ v Ore Place
Soctal Club; Herdewykes v 6 Fd
Supp Sqn; Vehrte CC v The Whal-
ers; B Coy Bombers v Chefs A.
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The warning signs were
flashed for the sappers when, as
early as the fifth minute, a cross
from the right was headed on by
Butler to thump the upright. Mi-
nutes later a long throw by
Sergeant Alan Trussler was
headed on by White for Butler to
nod just wide.

SEME were beginning to im-
pose effective control in midfield
and opened their account in the
25th minute. Craftsman Vince
Davey on the right flank headed
to White in the penalty area and
the striker slipped a defender to
shoot home.

Long throws from SEME con-
tinued to cause problems for the
sapper defence but there was no

A Shining
New Star

WITH THE Number One
player, Lance Corporal
Chris Fetherstone, nursing a
leg injury, the field was wide
open in the 1983 Army
Men’s Singles Badminton
Championships at Worthy
Down. The surprise winner
of the title was Private
Geoffrey McKillop of 1st
Battalion, Ulster Defence
Regiment. Private McKillop
has only been in the Army
since May last year and was
quite surprised to find him-
self winning a championship
SO soon.

McKillop won the first
game against his opponent
Corporal Guy Nonis easily
by 15 points to one. In the
second game Nonis fought

Sappers battle to contain a Butler attack.

further score before the interval.
Warrant Officer 2 Geordie. Hood
was taken off with a suspected
broken ankle after a collision with
the SEME keeper, WO2 Mike
Gibson.

The Training Regiments
opened the second half in great
style and for a while the SEME
defence was stretched. But in the
53rd minute, against the run of
play, SEME broke away and got
the ball into a crowded penalty
area. White controlled the ball
with his chest, half pivoted and
fired a looping shot into the roof
of the net — a remarkable piece
of finishing.

Any chance of a sapper revival

his way up to 11-8 before
McKillop saw the danger but
then the UDR man forged
ahead, overtaking his oppo-
nent to win the game 13-11.

Afterwards McKillop said
the match had not been as
easy as it had looked to spec-
tators, especially in the
second game when the ral-
lies stretched both players.
“But I was glad it didn’t go to
three games,” he said. “I
wanted to get it over in two if
I possibly could.”

In the Ladies Singles
another new star was disco-
vered in the form of Private
Nickie Coleman WRAC who
was beaten in the semi fin-
als. She too is a newcomer to
the Army having only been in
four months.

The final was between last
year’s winner, Corporal
Lynn Thomas and Lance
Corporal Judith Haynes.

was killed off when Butler prod-
ded home another goal from
close in. Sapper substitute, Chris
Pinchin, scored a consolation
goal two minutes from time.

SEME’s triumph was shattered
by tragedy later that night when
Sergeant Alan Trussler was knock-
ed down and killed after the ream
coach had arrived at Bordon (see
Page 5).

STOP PRESS

THE ARMY rugby team
snatched a last minute 10-9
victory against the Royal

Navy at Twickenham. Story
and pictures next issue.

Haynes admitted she had
been practising hard this
year and it showed in her
decisive win by 11-1, 11-4.

McKillop in smashing form.
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Crook and Miles win

but Navy are . . .

THE NAVY ONCE AGAIN DOMINATED this year’s
Combined Services Boxing Championships held at RAF
Halton. Their dreadnought fighters took eight titles, includ-
ing three walk-overs, leaving two apiece for the Army and
the RAF. Sole khaki winners were Private Carl Crook of 1
Para, who retained his lightweight title, and the redoubtable
Lance-Corporal Horace Miles (1 RGJ), who moves on to the

next stage of the ABA cham

Crook faced a repeat of last
year’s final against the RAF’s
Junior Technician Steve Snagg.
Snagg, with a longer reach and
lots of quick punches, looked the
part but Crook appeared to have
his measure. His heavier and
more accurate punching gained
him the unanimous verdict.

For Miles it was the climax of a
wonderful Services boxing sea-
son. His opponent was again the
lumbering giant, MEM Ned
Rawlins of the Navy. Rawlins
came at Miles like a bull at a gate
but with toreador-like precision
Miles aimed a superb right which
spreadeagled the big sailor on the
canvas. A standing count fol-
lowed then another wicked

pionships at heavyweight.

punch saw Rawlins reel against
the ropes and slump to the floor.
All in about half a round.

For most of the others it was a
tale of woe leavened with some
spirited efforts. At flyweight
Fusilier Mo Ullah took three
counts to lose against Cook Dave
Pope of the Navy. Ullah was still
standing and dancing when the
referee declared the contest over
but he was clearly outclassed.

Featherweight hope, Crafts-
man Dave Oag met the Navy's
reigning Inter-Services king,
Seaman Stuart Gill. The
skinheaded Gill always looked
the more effective and workman-
like of the two although Oag
boxed well. The only surprise

Symbol of Army dejection — Fusilier Mo Ullah bites the dust.

Oldies save the day

THREE VETERANS salvaged the Army’s pride as it
took a mauling in the Inter-Service Cross-country
championships. The Royal Air Force had the first man
home in both the senior and junior events and easily
took the team titles — with the Army second and the

Navy third.

Sergeant Billy Cain, the Army champion, could
manage no better than fifth in the senior run while
Private Tony Barlow of 3 Para came third in the junior

event.

But WO2 ‘Taff’ Davies came home as first Veteran
followed by another soldier, Staff-Sergeant Bill Venus
with Brigadier Keith Spacie, shortly to take over
command in the Falklands, third.

Rossi (light vest) takes the battle to the experienced Croombes.

was that Gill only got a majority
decision. The second Crook
brother, Private Pete, had the
misfortune to come up against
the man who got the award for
the best boxer of the night —
SAC Mark Gilson of the RAF.
Crook was persistently aggressive
but as the fight wore on so the
number of telling blows from the
airman increased. Gilson got a
unanimous if close verdict to a
storm of applause.

At Light-middle Common-
wealth Silver Medallist, AB Nick
Croombes, was an odds-on
favourite. But Fusilier Robert
Rossi attacked him throughout
the three rounds although
Croombes’s superior ringcraft
and mauling gained him the
crown. But Rossi got some of the
best cheers of the night for his
non-stop assault.

Lance-Corporal Kenny Gilroy
ran into trouble at light-
heavyweight against the light-
footed SAC Paul McNamee of
the RAF. In the first round Gil-
roy’s face was cut and in the
second he walked straight into a
blow which pole-axed him. Long
after the count Gilroy, who had
twisted his leg as he fell, was
struggling to get to his feet and
he had to hop from the ring.

And the final event for super-
heavyweights (more than 200 bs)
proved to be an anti-climax,
Giant coloured marine, Keith
Ferdinand, took just 59 seconds
to twice down the Army’s Lance-
Corporal Glen Drennan — with
Drennan scarcely landing a blow.

The Army did manage to take
two Under-19 titles. Private
Dave Spencer won through at
light-welter in a well matched
contest with Marine Karl Jones
that ended with the Marine look-
ing the worse for wear.

This was followed by Fusilier
Kevin Phillips beating another
Marine, Keith Owen. There was
very little defence on show in this
contest just toe to toe hammer-

ing, and both men went down for
counts. Phillips got the majority
decision and both men were con-
gratulated by the referee.

The third Army under-19 con-
tender, Rifleman John Dublin,
was forced into the role of punch
bag for Marine Colin Day and
the fight lasted just 100 seconds.

Tournament prov
something of a
The Royal Air
drew having been

the tournament was r
to a single match
the Army and the
That match ende
draw so the two Se;

year. Both goals
first half with Private

ent, Roval Artille
the crown as
Judo champions at
They were followed
Junior  Leaders
Royal Engineers an
fantry Junior Leader
lion, Shorncliffe.
Unfortunately the
Gunners were unable
t(x' ﬁ)e ,N__,_
pionships the follg
but a high
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last year and in 19
planned to hold both
on a single day in

maximise numbers.
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Take the gamble out of fund raising with
B
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fUND RAISERS

WINDOW GAMES
RUB OFF TICKETS

your club, charity, society

or organi
Best sele

sation.
ction,

best service in the U.K.
and best profits

CHOICE OF OVER 50 TYPES
OF FUND RAISERS

PROFITS FROM
£48 TO OVER £2,000

Bingo, Dominoes. Football, Space invaders,
Dice, Gold, Snooker, Darts, Cash Match

L
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.

5/7 NEW YORK ROAD, LEEDS L52 7PL 4

TELEX: 557220 (Lakoin G)
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FOR YOUR FREE BROCHURE PLEASE WRITE OR PHONE

Leeds(0532)434230

ANYTIME — DAY, NIGHT OR WEEKEND

Modern Military Miniatures

1 Prideaux Place, Lloyd Square, London
M*Nl i o WCI1X 9PR

1/8th life-size statuettes, hand
painted to exhibition standard,
or in cold-cast antique bronze.

Ideal for presentations,
collectors etc. Also avail-
able in kit form in white
3 resin.

No. 1 The Parachute Regiment

PRICE: Painted £50.00
Bronze £23.50
Kit £14.50

Prices include P.&P

ALSO:

No.2 Royal Marine commando
No.3 IMlnlrrv-n. Combat Dress
No.4 Royal Tank Regiment AFV

crew
Nao. § Soldier, Arctic Combat Dress
SAE for illustrated price list

>

“]TLE nmv SUPPLIERS OF

= SHOGUN

: \‘ Samurai Swords and

Martial Arts Equipment
{4 ' (STANDARD KATANA - the perfect
AN, all-steel blade, full-size Samurai

)i longsword, cord-bound, matching black
X scabbard

ADAMS Revolver |
World- renowned
£19.95 .

e

WINCHESTER
Rifle, full working
action, dummy
shells, £39.95

-£34.95

—

AllI'+£2.50p+p
BATTLE ORDERS/Sol
B¢ George St, Hailsham
E.Sussex. (0323) 840026

and fittings.

The desperate undercover hunt fora
master terrorist starts in
Londonderry. Can Robin Hallam
survive the complex web of intrigue,
treachery and murder? Follow the
trail ... wherever it leads!

Published by the
Book Guild Ltd.
Available in hard
back only.

LY £7.95

55p P&F

plus

a b

| TO:Howman Books |
PO Box 51 Henley-on-Thames |
| oxonRGE 1PQ :
| Pleasesend....... copies at |
£7.95 plus 55p P&P each |
| (DM32+DM2P&P)to: |
| I

| <o PostCode .........co5 s |
Cheques /P.0O. made payable: Howman Books.
Allow 28 days for delivery. |

Searchl

In the splendour of Cardiff Castle;
Britain’s greatest and most spectacular
Military Tattoo. Full of action packed
presentations, in realistic settings.
Period uniforms and hundreds of
musicians in massed bands.

The exciternent of historical battles,
presenting 1,000 professionals from
Her Majesty’s Armed Forces, brought
to life with action, pomp and pageantry.

Send today for your booking form, to:

Cardiff Searchlight Tattoo, City
Hall, Cardiff.

-

ight,
Tattoo _~.

August 4th - 13th, 1983. .

!
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A secure career + management

Retiring soon? Then this is your golden opportunity to start a
new career that is not only extremely rewarding but offers
excellent prospects for promotion to management level.

Pioneer is a Mutual Insurance Company owned by its policy holders
who currently number 1.5 million.

Pioneer, whose origins go back to 1839, is a member of the Life Offices
Association and is one of the fastest growing Life Companies in the UK.
Its soundly based and long established life exceeds £100 million.

Pioneer's progress over the past 5 years has been exceptional and the
future looks tremendous. Our policies cover the whole range of
conventional and index linked contracts with special consideration and
terms for Service clients engaged in high risk occupations e.g. flying
duties, naval diving, parachuting, service in Northern Ireland, etc., not
normally available from other Companies. :

To fulfil our plans, we shall need even more top line Associates so if

you are planning for the future, have the determination to succeed ¢
through your own ability and would like to be part of a continuing

success story, we would like to hear from you.

Mutua

prospects

Pioneer Mutual Insurance Services Limited,
Pioneer House. 63 Thorpe Road. Norwich NR1 1UD.
Telephecne: 0603 612804 / 613695/ 612340
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We dontdo
by halves.

S

Some cars are practical, while some cars are

Both cars also have plenty of load carrying

luxurious. But the Mazda 929 and 323 Estatesare  ability With the rear seats folded forward in the

extremely rare combinations of both

Sit inside either of them
and you're sure to be impres-
sed by the level of standard
equipment. In the case of
the 323 there's a radio, tinted
glass, a 5-speed gearboxand
a rear screen wash/wipe to
mention but a few,

The 929 Estate, however, can offer you even
more. Twin door mirrors, headlamp washers, a
digital clock and individual map reading lights.

NAME & RANK

I

buy it through o
schemes. Becau

ADDRESS

323, the cargo area extends to a generous

55 cu. ft. While in the 929 theres

a positively vast 64 cu. ft. In

both cars the seats are split so

they can be folded forward
individually.

But perhaps the best thing

of all about buying a Mazda ¢
Estate, is that you'll be able to
ne of Mazda'’s special tax-free
setheydont dothings by halves

when it comes to prices, either

w— — g P EASE SEND ME DETAILS ON THE MAZDA RANGE AND TAX-FREE SCHEMES ' s s i e

TEL NO (UK)

TEL NO (MILITARY)

MEZDA GERMANY EICKMEYER & KOSTER GOEREN ST

]

RASSE 95, 4900 HERFORD TEL (05221) 15388 UK. TCE

Nll)ﬁ\%la)bétter bargailxe'nT

LTD 70B HIGH ST HUNTINGDON. CAMBS TEL (0480) 54248,






