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Snipers are the most feared men on the
battlefield, invisible and deadly, capable of
changing the course of an operation with a
single round. But the shooting is the easy
part. Soldier puts the cross-hairs on the
sniper's world

Report: Anthony Stone
Pictures: Steve Dock
and Mike Weston

EVEN on exercises, snipers are given a
hard time if they are captured. Let’s just
say interrogation is carried out enthusias-
tically. These élite infantrymen aren’t
under any illusions about what happens if
they are taken in battle. The prize for
coming second is torture, probably death.

To some the word sniper conjures up
images of a psychopath with a telescopic
sight, hell-bent on killing as many people
as possible.

In an effort to redress the balance
WO2 Mark Spicer, a sergeant major with
The Princess of Wales’s
Royal Regiment and

one of the Army’s
most senior oper-

ational snipers and instructors, decided to
write a book to set the record straight.
Sniper — The techniques and equipment of the
deadly marksman has already caused con-
troversy among anti-gun lobbyists, but
their fire is misdirected, said WO2 Spicer.

“The public slates us and gives us a
hard time and says we have an unhealthy
interest in guns. But in reality what people

behaviour. Special forces are the easiest to
spot on the battlefield because they
invariably carry different weapon systems
to Regular troops.

It is not hard to imagine how these
invisible killers strike fear into an enemy
and destroy the will to fight. Sometimes
this is done by removing the person the
enemy see as their top soldier, the one

SPECIAL REPORT

weapon in the sniper’s armoury. With the
general infantry there is always that ele-
ment of doubt over who actually fired the
shot that killed the enemy.

“The optics mean he may well relive the
moment he took that shot,” said WO2
Spicer. “He will see the round hit and that
person die. Most infantrymen will not see
that. A sniper knows who killed that man.
He did.”

have volunteered to do is to lay

down their lives so people like ‘lt is prObably

them can write to the press and

have opinions without being shot one Of the
or put in prison.”

Each infantry battalion in the Very IaSt
British Army should have 16 qual- areas where
ified snipers. They are known in .oy
the jargon as force multpliers It S man

because they add substantial capa-
bility for very little manpower.
Usually working in pairs, the

against man?
—-WO2 Mark Spicer

Snipers work to very strict rules of
engagement. “If there are reasons
for me to put cross-hairs on them
they have met those criteria and
they are going to get shot,” said
WO2 Spicer. “To shoot outside
those guidelines means [ am go-
ing to prison and I am no longer
a professional soldier but a mur-
derer.”

Part of a sniper’s fieldcraft train-

marksmen can slow down a multi-
million pound armoured advance with a
£1 round. They can also covertly gather
intelligence and destroy the will of the
enemy to fight, but their primary function
is to remove targets that threaten friendly
forces or civilians.

One of the principles of sniper deploy-
ment is that they must be controlled at the
top level. “Sniping is soldiering taken to a
very high level. There are no secrets
involved in it and very little technology,”
said WO2 Spicer. “It is probably one of
the very last areas where it’s man against
man. If you out-think your enemy, vou are
going to outlive him.”

Snipers are experts at watching how
people react to each other. Soldiers don’t
wear rank in the field but watching facial
expressions can give away hierarchy as
clearly as a crown and three stars. Like
professional poker players, snipers look
for tell-tale signs in mannerisms and

everyone looks up to, the one considered
flame-proof.

WO?2 Spicer gives another scenario.
“Say you have been watching a camp for
a few days from a defensive position. You
know the enemy has not had hot food for
days. You spot the man who is bringing it,
allow him to get close enough so they
know it’s coming, and then remove him.
To get the food is to risk being shot them-
selves. You are playing with their minds,
destroying their morale.”

Psychologically, knowing a sniper is out
there has a devastating effect on the
enemy. Command and control breaks
down. You can’t bodyguard someone
against a sniper. The only way to remove a
sniper is by deploying another one. They
know where he is likely to hide, how he is
going to camouflage himself, and where
his escape and infiltration routes are
going to be. Mental strength is a vital

The British Army's L96A1
7.62mm bolt-action sniper rifle is
considered highly reliable in all con-
ditions and guarantees a hit at 600 yards. A
spotting scope with 12x-40 magnification, right, is

ing is to study animals and their
reactions to humans. Sheep move away,
but cows move closer and rabbits’ ears
point to the direction of the threat.

Being able to shoot straight is taken as
read. The real skill in sniping is in obser-
vation, concealment and the mental abih-
ty to out-think the other man. It is like a
deadly game of hide-and-seek.

“It’s the last thing I can think of on the
battlefield that is man against man, espe-
cially if it is sniper on sniper,” said WO1
Spicer. “The man who walks away is the
better soldier, the last warrior.”

® See Books — Pages 68-69

@ Soldiers who have what it takes and want to
take it further must have completed the basic
sniper's course within their battalion. They
must then complete the section commander’s
battlefield course, which makes them eligible
for the élite sniper's section commander’s
course.

Y, | CANEE L used to locate targets and enemy snipers. The word sniper
e T R : comes from the 18th century practice of shooting tiny wood-
Wele /‘" . ' cock-like snipe. You had to be good to bag one of those.
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Sleeping bags
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Ajungilak of Norway have been making sleeping bags to NATO Other models in the range
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Green Products from Ajungilak
available from: John Bull,
Catterick, Expedition Kit Direct,
Fulham and all major outdoor
retailers
Further information is available
from the Ajungilak website:
www.ajungilak.co.uk

of Catterick the
Optima and the
Optima Lite are the
compact lightweight
centre zip bag. All these
bags are delivered in a
special green stuff sack with
re-inforced end caps.

Expedition Kit Ltd Unit 6D, Farm Lane Trading Centre, 101 Farm Lane, London SW61Q) Tel: 0207 381 8398 Fax: 0207 381 9769
John Bull Military Clothing 17 Hildyard Row, Catterick Garrison, North Yorkshire DL9 4DH Tel: 01748 833614



Pictures: Cpl Mark Ballantyne RLC

" capital, Skopje, earlier to prepare

On the ground: LCpl Scott Waring, left, and WO2 Graham Wardle of 16 Bde’s Pathfind-
er Platoon drive a weapon-mounted Land Rover off a C-130 Hercules at Skopje airport

Paras reap

the harvest

TROOPS from Colchester-based
2nd Bartalion, The Parachute Regi-
ment have deployed to Macedonia
to take part in a British-led Nato
mission to collect weapons surren-
dered by Albanian nationalists.

Lt Col Chip Chapman, CO 2
Para, had flown to the Macedonian

the way for the arrival of his 680-
strong barttalion, which is rein-
forced by a company of Gurkhas.

The battalion makes up the
nucleus of Britain’s contribution to the
force of 3,500 from 13 Allied nations car-
rying out Operation Essential Harvest.

Headquarters and signals personnel
from 16 Air Assault Brigade, also based
in Colchester and led by Brig Barney
White-Spunner, formed the bulk of a
400-strong advance party paving the
way for the main force.

They were supported by specialists
including medics, air movement
experts, and a team from 13 Air Assault
Support Regiment commanded by Lt
Col Mark Poffley. About 70 Czech

Lt Gen John Reith, Chief of Joint Operations,
and Brig Barney White-Spunner at Skopje airport

infantry protected the headquarters.
The Nato mission is to seal off sites
where the nationalists are being encour-
aged to surrender their weapons. The
multi-national force will then move in to
pick up the arms for destruction.

It was estimated that the mission,
once started, would last about 30 days.

An MoD spokesman said: “Some
misconceptions have appeared in the
media. The mission is not to seize rebel
weapons or to provide a peacekeeping
force, but only to collect weapons vol-
untarily surrendered.”

Hundreds trained to edit pages on the web

EDITOR number 350 has
been trained on the Army
Content Management

System to produce inter-
net pages in what is seen
as a significant develop-
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ment in empowering sol-
diers and their families to
create a quality web
presence for their units.
To join the revolution,
go to the Army’s website

at www.army.mod.uk and
click on the quick-link
banner, or ring SSgt Grif-
fiths or Sgt Jefferies on
020 7218 5960 or (mil)
9621 85960.

UPDATE

Deadly harvest: Cpl Jimmy Adams, of 1 BW,
with an AK47 and 800 rounds of ammunition
recovered from a Pristina suburb last month

Black Watch
on Pristina’s
thin red line

SOLDIERS of the 1st Battalion, The Black
Watch are taking the initiative in combating
organised crime and national extremism in
Pristina, Kosovo’s troubled first city.

The 600-strong battalion, now well into
its four-month tour as part of Nato’s KFOR,
has been making its presence felt on the
streets with a series of intensive searches.

Busiest of all has been A Company, nick-
named The Grenadiers, which has been on
short notice to deploy anywhere in the
British-led Multi-national Brigade (Centre).

“It’s been a hecric first few weeks and the
pace of life has been really fast,” said 2nd Lt
Rob Hedderwick, an A Coy platoon com-
mander. “Over a recent weekend we rein-
forced another battalion in the brigade and
then redeployed to disrupt a cigarette smug-
gling operation on the outskirts of Pristina.”

In a carefully-planned mission, the com-
pany cordoned off the city’s landmark
Grand Hotel before trained search teams
moved in to look for signs of organised crime
and ethnic extremism. They recovered a
quantity of IT and communications equip-
ment used, it is suspected, to plan criminal
and extremist activities. The troops succeed-
ed in treading a fine line between doing their
job and upsetting law-abiding citizens.

So far the men of A Company have recov-
ered more than 3.5 million smuggled or
counterfeit cigarettes.

Pte Michael Donnelly said: “Our opera-
tions are designed to make life harder for the
criminals, and if that makes the city a safer
place, that must be a good thing.”




Becky's a top dog
2N Rid

On the scent: Seven-year-old Labrador cross
| Becky and handler Cpl Cheryle Garratt are one
of the Army’s most successful sniffer teams. They
work for the RAVC Dog Section in Bosnia and are
in constant demand. “On our best day we found
weapons, mines, grenades and four boxes of
Semtex,” said Cheryle, who is near the end of her
tour. “We find something nearly every time we go
out” More Bosnia stories, Pages 32-33

Chef is hot stuff

Spiceman: LCpl Man Kumar Rana, above, a
Gurkha chef serving at the Infantry Training
Centre, Dering Lines, at Brecon, has been
named the Powys curry chef of the year. His pork
curry with fried chapati and cabbage went down a
storm with a panel of judges which included
Powys's top health, catering and hospitality offi-

cials and councillors. Picture: Powys Council

Eye eye: Officer cadets on the 136th Sovereign’s Parade at the Royal Military Academy

Sandhurst last month. The Queen was represented by the Chief of the General Staff,
Gen Sir Mike Walker. Of 691 cadets on parade, 232 were commissioned into the British
Army while 21 from 17 foreign nations also passed out. The Sword of Honour was won

by JUO Jon Wilson, who joins The Parachute Regiment.

Picture: Mike Weston

!

Sword'’s

forged Ir

SOLDIERS who helped save lives and
rebuild shattered communities in Belize
and the Balkans have won for their units
— 7 Company, Coldstream Guards and
22 Field Hospital RAMC — Wilkinson
Sword of Peace awards.

The prestigious annual honours
recognise military contributions made
to establish good relations with commu-
nities at home and overseas.

In September last year, 7 Coy was on
Exercise Native Trail in Belize when
Hurricane Keith battered the coastline.
As reported in Seldier (Nov 2000),
troops were deployed to help the worst-
hit areas, centred on the islands of Caye
Caulker and San Pedro.

Damage to the islands was wide-
spread, and in some areas chronic, as
communities were left with no running
water or electricity. Hundreds were left

IN BRIEF

® Horse-racing, a fish-and-
chip stall, strawberries and
cream and the Band of the Royal
Signals provided the highlights at
7 Signal Regiment’s annual
Ascot Day in Krefeld. The event is
an important social occasion on

&e Anglo-German calendar.

nonour IS

adversity

homeless, many injured and some killed.

A special award has gone to 22 Field
Hospital, which took over the manage-
ment of British medical facilities in
Bosnia and Kosovo in January 2000.

In the UK this involved the co-ordi-
nation, operational training and deploy-
ment of personnel from all three
Services, Regular and Reserve, to these
facilities throughout the year.

Medics were deployed to either the
Role 3 Multi-national Integrated Med-
ical Unit in Sipovo, Bosnia or the
Reynolds Hospital in Pristina, Kosovo.
The Sipovo and Pristina units provided
hospital facilities for Servicemen and
women, UN forces, non-governmental
organisations and local people.

Tasks ranged from life-saving surgical
treatment to medical aid and education
programmes.

UPDATE

Top stars to entertain
Saif Sareea soldiers

TROOPS could be forgiven for thinking
they are seeing a mirage next month
when two of the biggest names in pop
perform in the desert for British Forces.

Geri Halliwell and Steps will share star
*billing at the concerts which take place in
Oman during Exercise Saif Sareea 2.

“Its simply the biggest concert we have
ever done,” said Renate Foster, general
manager of Combined Services Enter-
tainment.

Signing up megastars is a huge coup
for the Forces charity, CSE, which until
now has mostly booked tribute bands
and groups a tad past their glory days.

The change is possible because CSE
has been offered a five-vear, multi-mil-
lion pound deal with the MoD to stage
bigger shows for troops stationed around
the world. It’s all part of an improved
operational welfare package which will
see soldiers benefit from more videos,
DVDs television and radio services.

The desert concerts, which will be
seen by 20,000 troops, will be hosted by
TV funnyman Bobby Davro, and could
pave the way for other big names to go to
operational theatres.

“The military are some of the most
fantastic audiences in the world,” said
Renate Foster. “They are very apprecia-
tive and artists have a great time and are
looked after extremely well. Hopefully
this will be the start of something big.”

are due to follow.

and more than 250 armoured vehicles.
x

® Seven-year-old Matt-
hew Aston, left, who is
receiving radiotherapy for a
brain tumour, was given a

! mber at Middle
dq - the Army Air
; toured the
Army Flying,

flew in a Lynx helicopter, and
was shown over an Apache.
Matthew's father, Graham, is
a civil servant with the
Defence Logistic Organisa-
tion at Andover.

- ® Kgm Paul McKenna,
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A MASS movement of Germany-based heavy equipment for
Saif Sareea 2 in Oman was under way as this issue went to press.
More than 7,000 soldiers from 1 (UK) Armoured Division,
most of them from 4 Armoured Brigade based at Osnabruck,

The ro-ro ship Takmine was due to take two weeks to com-
plete the voyage from Emden to Salalah in Oman with a cargo
which included 65 Challenger 2 main battle tanks, eight Chal-
lenger armoured repair and recovery vehicles, 12 AS90 guns

Sweet desert

Super troopers: Geri (right) and Steps will be part of the CSE's most spectacular concerts

A misconception about CSE shows is
that artists work for nothing out of a
sense of patriotism. But while they may
well be loyal to the flag, they still have to
pay the bills, so any proposal has to make
good business sense.

Staging concerts in Oman presents
major logistic challenges. The venues are
hundreds of miles apart and specialist
crews will be brought in to build the
stages and set-up lighting and sound.

“We have planned for every contin-
gency,” said Renate. “One of the big

Heavy metal puts to sea for Oman

The equipment belongs to The Royal Dragoon Guards and
Ist Barttalion, Irish Guards (Miinster); The Queen’s Royal
Lancers (Osnabriick); 35 Engineer Regiment (Paderborn);
9th/12th Royal Lancers (Bergen-Hone); and 16 Signal Regi-
ment and 14 Geographic Squadron (Moénchengladbach).

They will be joining loggies, signallers, sappers, medics and
other support services who have been preparing the ground for
weeks. Saif Sareea will also involve the Joint Helicopter Com-
mand, Royal Artillery Air Defence, EOD, REME, transport
units and Royal Military Police.

problems will be the sand, which gets
everywhere, and to ensure people are
prepared for the heat and exhaustion.”

® Troops in the Balkans have been
enjoying summer blockbusters thanks to
a tour of the Screen Machine. The
Tardis-like vehicle, which opens up into
an air-conditioned 100-seat cinema, has
been hired for another tour of Bosnia.

Negouations are continuing for the
SSVC Operational Welfare Fund to pur-
chase its own Screen Machine for British
troops deployed in the Balkans.

pictured, does a dry-
loading drill on the L16
mortar during the largest
mortar concentration for
several years. Six pla-
toons were put through
their paces on Salisbury
Plain. Picture: Steve Dock
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Return to Academia

MORE than 60 former officers who were in
the last intake to pass through the Academy
before the death of King George VI returned
to RMA Sandhurst last month for a reunion.
They posed for a photograph on the steps of
Old College, the same steps they marched up
after passing outin 1951.
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UPDATE

Troubled times: Petrol bombs explode and
rocks fly as an angry mob threatens KFOR
soldiers deployed behind shields and with
batons at the ready. But this riot is self-
inflicted and the baddies were provided by
other KFOR units. This is public order train-
ing for the Scots Dragoon Guards in
Kosovo. The training is regarded as very

important for troops deployed in pressure
points such as Pristina and Podujevo.
Realistic training to give soldiers experi-
ence of petrol bombs and stone-throwing is
said to be easy to arrange, with troops
apparently happy to lob projectiles at their
colleagues. The spectators came from the
Norwegian battalion and Italian Carabinieri.

E-blueys to offer fax
version and flowers

» A CHANGE in welfare policy means that
free e-blueys and air letters will be available
in locations where there are exercises last-
ing more than 60 days.

The measure will allow soldiers serving
at Wainwright and Suffield in Canada and
in Kenya, and families and friends, to take
advantage of the speed and convenience of
the e-mail version of the bluey.

Improvements to the system, provided
by BFPO, will allow letter-writers to com-
pose and make changes off-line. Letters
can be saved on a floppy disc and uploaded
once an internet connection is made. The
facility will save on telephone bills and
allow personnel without immediate access
to the internet to use any PC before finding

Bright and breezy

A SHORT, user-friendly guide to
the Army’s terms and conditions
of service is being prepared by
the Adjutant General for publi-
cation in the autumn. It will give
all Regular and TA personnel
broad details of their entitle-
ments and tell them where to go
for further information.
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Pension plan provider

SCOTTISH Widows has been selected
by the MoD to provide its stakeholder
pension and additional voluntary con-
tribution scheme for the Armed Ser-
vices. The plan will be made available
to more than 200,000 Regular person-
nel and 50,000 reservists. The scheme
allows for top-up payments to be made
to occupational pension schemes.

an internet connection to send the letter.
BFPO is also extending its flower delivery
service, run in conjunction with Bunches,
to e-bluey address books.

Another development in the pipeline is
the fax bluey, which will allow users to
write a one-page letter on a specially
designed sheet of paper. This will be
uploaded to the server as a graphic file,
printed as a handwritten facsimile and
folded and inserted into an envelope in the
same way as a typewritten bluey.

When it is brought in, users will need
only a fax machine to communicate with
loved ones deployed anywhere in the world.

To send an e-bluey, log on to the BFPO
website at www.bfpo.org.uk

9491 66705.

Changing FEAT

NORTHERN Ireland’s
Families Employment
Advisory Team has a new
telephone number. FEAT,
which helps spouses and
dependent school
leavers, can be reached
on 028 9226 6705 or (mil)

Tigers In
the money

SOLDIERS serving with A Company
Group of the 2nd Battalion, The
Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment
raised more than £3,000 for the Cystic
Fibrosis Trust while on their recent six-
month operational tour of Bosnia.

Ninety-one soldiers braved heat and
rugged terrain to complete a marathon
and half-marathon.

OC Maj Hamish Bell said: “Consid-
ering that there was only limited time
available for training, this was a fantas-
tic achievement.” The soldiers chose
the charity because a member of the
battalion has two children who suffer
from cystic fibrosis.

@ Soldiers from 12 Regiment Royal
Artillery Group completed the Dheke-
lia mile swim to raise money for local
cancer charities. Capt Nicola Swindell
finished in second place and Sgt Lou
Bunch in third.

Homely touch

In the money: Sgt Stuart Trainor of The
Queen’s Royal Hussars handed over a
cheque for £2,000 to the PHAB charity’s day
nursery at Cavehill Road in Belfast. The
cash was raised by Stuart and his B
Squadron colleagues, currently based at
Sennelager in Germany, during a six-month
deployment in Kosovo. Many soldiers in the
squadron come from North Belfast, home to
many of the disabled children attending the
nursery. Sharing Stuart's limelight are
Clodagh Poots, left, and Lorcan Speier,
both aged two, who attend the day nursery.

Musical interlude

THE Catterick-based Nor-
mandy Band of the Queen's
Division is on a concert tour of
Canada. It was due to give per-
formances at venues in Cal-
gary, Medicine Hat and
Wainwright before taking part in
the Spruce Meadows Masters
competition in Calgary.
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All cars are built to UK specification

Full 3 year UK warranty included

To find out more call our sales team on

+ 44 (0)20 7491 5500

Mercedes-Benz Piccadilly

Diplomatic & Tourist Sales 78 Piccadilly London W1) 8AQ Tel: + 44 (0)20 7491 5500

Fax: + 44 (0)20 7409 1708 www.mercedes-benz.co.uk/export e-mail: sales@export.daimlerchrysler.co.uk

Mercedes-Benz
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Mind the gap: Sappers, above, constructing the
130ft Bailey bridge at Dabar; and, inset, grateful
colleagues assist the project leader, SSgt John
Buckley, to celebrate the end of the daunting task

Bailey brigade
bridges divide

Sappers cement relationships with Bosnians

SAPPERS from 3 Armoured Engineer
Squadron, 22 Engineer Regiment, have
been building bridges across rivers and
communities on their tour of Bosnia.
They put their skills to good use in

* Dabar, south of Sanski Most, by con-

structing a 130ft Bailey bridge to replace a
crossing destroyed by Serbs as they fled
their homes in 1995,

Capt Peter Quaite, the squadron 2ic,
said: “The bridge itself was quite a daunt-
ing task as no one in the squadron had
experience of constructing a Bailey bridge
on that scale.

“That said, the troop senior, SSgt John
Buckley, commanded a very smooth build

Harrogate on parade

HUNDREDS of junior soldiers took part
in the largest parade ever held at the
Army Foundation College in Harro-
gate, North Yorkshire, last month. In all,
643 male and female students took part
in the graduation ceremony. Inspecting
officer Gen Sir Alex Harley, the Master
Gunner St James’s Park, was escorted
by top student JRSM Len Sanders (17).
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and no problems were encountered that a
sledgehammer could not fix.”

The construction force included a sec-
tion of Canadian engineers, New Zealand
sappers and a South African, and the pro-
ject was aptly named the Commonwealth
Bridge.

The squadron, usually based in Perham
Down on the edge of Salisbury Plain, also
completed a variety of other tasks during
its four-month tour.

These ranged from an operation to seize
illegal funds from a bank in Mostar to the
refurbishment of a primary school and the
construction of a six-kilometre track to
help refugees return to their homes.

SINCE changing its role from a field park squadron, 65 Field Support
Squadron RE has relocated from Bindon Barracks to Gordon Barracks
in Hameln and deployed to Kosovo to support 32 Engineer Regiment
Group. Based in Gundolph Lines, 87 members of the squadron have
taken over tasks including responsibility for the quarry at Caravica.

UPDATE

Chiefs give
support to
iInternational
criminal court

BRITISH Service personnel will not be
put at risk by the UK’s decision to sup-
port an International Criminal Court,
the Chiefs of Staff believe.

They were consulted and gave special
attention to the possibility of risks to
Servicemen and women arising from
the creation of the court, and to the
possible development of “risk aversion”
within the Armed Forces.

But the Service chiefs have directed
that training should be reviewed to
ensure that international humanitarian
law is covered, given its increasing rele-
vance to the sort of humanitarian and
policing operations British troops have
increasingly become involved in.

While the UK will take part in estab-
lishing the court and drafting its proce-
dures, it is understood that no new
offences will be created and that the
UK’s own courts and prosecuting
authorities, not the new ICC, will have
primary jurisdiction if allegations are
levelled against personnel.

There is no realistic prospect of UK
personnel being brought before the new
court as defendants.

UK Servicemen and women must, as
now, be aware of their position under
the law, but the court’s creation is no
reason for any additional caution or
concern, the Chiefs of Staff concluded.

Underlying the Britain’s support for
the court is the belief that there is con-
siderable advantage in supporting a
system of internarional justice capable
of holding to account those who fla-
grantly offend against international
humanitarian law.

Dragoons go free

SOLDIERS serving with 1Ist The
Queen’s Dragoon Guards — known as
the Welsh Cavalry — exercised their
Freedom of Cardiff with a parade
through the city centre. They were led
by the Band of The Dragoon Guards.

Attacking option: One of three
Apache helicopters takes part in
Exercise Eagle Strike on Salis-
bury Plain. It was the first time
the Army Air Corps’ new attack
aircraft had been seen in a full
military exercise. Three were
deployed by 16 Air Assault
Brigade alongside Chinook and
Puma helicopters and Hercules
heavy-lift aircraft. Picture: Chris Fletcher
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SECURITY OFFICERS

The Corps is one of the UK’s premier security organisations with a reputation
as a quality employer.

We are currently seeking both men and women aged 22 to 55 who have a
mature outlook to join our professional team of Security Officers, working
with some of the UK's most prestigious organisations at locations throughout
the country.

Reliability, a smart appearance, the confidence to deal with people efficiently,
the ability to write brief reports and a 10 year checkable background are
essential.

We are particularly interested in those willing to wark shifts.

First class training is provided together with attractive salaries, free uniform,
secure employment, opportunities for advancement and full holiday pay.
Sickness pay is provided after probation.

We would also like to hear from mature people willing to work part-time,
some evenings or at special events.

To arrange an immediate interview, phone Peter Quill on 020 7566 0629
or Mike Peffer on 020 7566 0630.
Ansaphone 24 hours. THE C‘RPS
SECURITY & FACILITIES SERVICES FROM
THE CORPS OF COMMISSIONAIRES

New cars at
low prices

...and a name you can trust

NAAST

Cars Direct

For a great deal on the car you want,
phone us now on: 0800 085 6190

Look out for our special Car of the Month offers
in NAAFI Stores and NAAFI Financial Branches
or visit: www.naafi-financial.com

Only available in the UK

THE MAGAZINE

This new and unique publication
is aimed specifically for those
interested in Executive Protection

Features include:

INDUSTRY NEWS, OPERATIONAL PROCEDURES,
EDITORIALS FROM THE INTERNATIONAL ARENA,
COUNTRY PROFILES/TERRORISM UPDATES,
GLOBAL INTELLIGENCE UPDATES, PROFILES ON
EQUIPMENT, WEAPONS, TRAINING COURSES,
BOOKS, CLASSIFIEDS

Subscription costs just £50.00 per year,.
which includes p&p worldwide

3 : .
g3 X
e e

R B e POSTCODE: . .. COUNTRY: ..

! Please send a cheque/postal order/bankers draft (payable to Barratt and€
1 Associates) to CP Magazine, Barratt and Associates, The Ruskin Hooma.!
i Drury Lane, Kuntsford WA16 6HE, England or call 01625 415096 |
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Consigned to history: The famous 25-pounder ceremonial saluting guns at the Tower of
London were fired for the last time on August 4 by the Honourable Artillery Company. The
occasion was a 62-gun salute to mark the Queen Mother’s 101st birthday. Brought into ser-
vice in 1939 and replaced in 1975 by the 105mm light gun, the 25-pounders, beloved of
artillerymen everywhere, earned a reputation as one of the finest all-round guns of its time.
Two are to be handed over to the Constable of the Tower. More than 2,000 HAC veterans,
many of whom had fired 25-pounders in action, turned out for the gun salute and ceremony.

Stop swanning
around, you lo

- aedtas.
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What the Press has been saying

@ Servicemen and women in long-
term homosexual relationships may be
given married quarters. Their partners
may also qualify for pension rights as a
result of European human rights
legislation. Defence chiefs have
launched a full review of entitlements for
unmarried couples in the Armed Forces
to reflect the fact that many now choose
not to marry. — Daily Mail

A Sue Bonney comments - Page 71
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® Britain’s top military commander
has backed The Mirror’s fight for a full
pension for the partner of Tpr Brad
Tinnion, killed in a hostage rescue in |
Sierra Leone last September. Chief of g‘

; Jreery
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the Defence Staff Admiral Sir Michael
Boyce said: “Anna Homsi's situation
is clearly not very satisfactory. My
personal instinct in terms of
recognising unmarried couples for /
pension and other benefits is thatit %
would be a good thing.” - Daily Mirror

»

*
@ The last survivor of the First World }
War Christmas Day truces between ;
British and German troops has died aged %
106. Bertie Felstead was a private in The
Royal Welch Fusiliers on Christmas Day lf
1915 when some soldiers from both :
sides laid down theirarms and heldan %
impromptu football match in no-man’s- &
land. Mr Felstead died at his Gloucesteri
home ten months after becoming e
Britain’s oldest man. — The Times

%
[

® The last known British veteran of |
the Gallipoli campaign, Royal
Engineer Percy Goring, has died in an
Australian nursing home. He was 106.
B Da:fy Telegraph
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SAPPERS from 25 Engineer
Regiment deployed in rigid
raider craft to shepherd to safety
a flock of swans contaminated
by an oil spillage in a river in
Northern Ireland.

Two raiders were used after
an SOS - Save Our Swans — plea
from the Ulster Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Ani-
mals.

Soldiers used the boats to
usher the stricken birds off Six
Mile Water, which flows into
Loch Neagh near Antrim,
before other troops and USPCA
helpers captured them on land
and took them to be cleaned.

® A 1st Batralion, The Argyll
and Sutherland Highlanders
patrol thwarted an attempt to
burn down a Catholic church in
the Ardoyne, north Belfast.
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Swanning off: Northern Ireland-based sappers herd the oil-threatened birds

Picture: Sge Dave Berkon RLC



Bargain Hunters...

which one would you choose?

Challenger Il from £5.4 Million

Hundreds of ex- private lease cars.
Finance may be arranged.

All fully maintained from new, many with very
low mileage.

3 months mechanical breakdown warranty

Many makes and models are available and
all are at highly competitive prices.

Citroen Xsaras from £4,300!
Plus many, many more!

CEDDIREZ

5‘ Call 0800 652 6530

or see www.autobytel.co.uk or www.inchcapedirect.co.uk for full details
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NIJMEGEN MARCHES

GERMANY

Footsore (1): British servicemen and women near the end of
day two and another 40 kilometres. Footsore (2): Pte Jamie
Ferguson RAMC, inset, tackles blisters in the medical tent

Keeping time
at Nijmegen

Driving rain was the
depressing weather for
the 85th Nijmegen
marches in Holland.
And British Servicemen
and women were at
the forefront — again

Report: Ray Routledge
Pictures: Graeme Main

MORE THAN 1,200 British Service-
men and women and 400 cadets braved
downpours and blisters during four days
marching around Nijmegen in the
annual 100-mile endurance event that
attracts volunteers from around the
world.

Despite the awful weather, 5,500 mili-
tary personnel and more than 30,000
civilians ensured the Vierdaagse, as the
Dutch call it, to the eastern Netherlands
was another success.

Backed up by a 90-strong admin staff
and medical cover from A(29) CS Med-
ical Sqn, 1 CS Medical Regiment from
Munster, the British contingent showed
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once again that their levels of fitness were
among the best.

The medics, who also offered support
to the Canadian contingent, treated
1,100 injuries, mostly blisters, a higher
number than usual because of the British
contingent’s training restrictions as a
result of the foot-and-mouth outbreak.

Military marchers from 23 nations
were present at the 91-year-old event.

Sgt Inga van Megen from the Dutch
Army told Seldier: “It began with an offi-
cer who thought that we should train a
little more because the soldiers had trou-
ble with their feet every time they had a
march.

“So he had the idea to walk from base-
to-base and in 1925 it came to its perma-
nent home at Nijmegen.”

Soldiers have to march every day for
four days in military kit over 40km or
50km, wearing 10-kilo packs over the
shorter distance.

Up to 8,000 soldiers stay at Camp
Heumensoord, a huge temporary bar-
racks which takes six weeks to build in a
wooded area just outside Nijmegen.

And before you think that taking part
is for the young, the fit or the daft, spare
a thought for one civilian. Local celebri-
ty Annie Berkhout was taking part in her
65th march, including nine made before
the Second World War.

Dog law
begins to

German dangerous dog
legislation introduced
last year is confusing
for Service families

Report: Ray Routledge
Pictures: Graeme Main

DANGEROUS dog laws introduced
throughout Germany last year have
caused confusion, and some dismay,
among Service families with pets.

Because of the German legal system, a
dog considered dangerous in one part of
the country may be listed as harmless in
another. As reported in Soldier last Octo-
ber, the 16 state authorities — the Linder —
each brought in different
laws following an incident
in which a child in Ham-
burg was savaged to death
by an American Stafford-
shire bull terrier.

A public outcry pro-
voked federal authorities
into instructing the Linder
to bring in dangerous dog
laws. They acted swiftly.”

Maj Dougie Douglas,
RAMC, SO2 Medical in UKSC(G) at
Rheindahlen, told Seldier new laws were in
place in North Rhine-Westphalia in just
eight days and Lower Saxony in nine,

“They are the two major Linder we live
in and the law is wide, varied, confusing
and different between the two,” he said.

He described the new rules in North
Rhine-Westphalia as “very detailed and in
some ways draconian” as they encom-
passed 80 per cent of all breeds. Four cat-

® Turn to next page

Maj Dougie
Douglas




Dog law

® From Page 17

egories were created, with the most dan-
gerous dogs — those in category one — pre-
vented from breeding. Aimed at a group
which includes bull terriers and pitbulls,
the legislation is designed to eradicate cer-
tain breeds altogether.

Category two canines, which include
Rotrweilers and Dobermans, may breed
but are subject to strict controls. Dogs
listed in the first two groups must be kept
on a lead and muzzled in public places.

Category three includes any breeds,
including smaller ones, that have shown a
tendency to bite or be aggressive, while
category four lumps together other dogs
over 20kg in weight or 40cm height.

Animals in the first three categories
have to be kept in secure, escape-proof
accommodation and owners must have
permits for them.

And just to make sure the message was
rammed home, owners of all listed dogs in
North Rhine-Westphalia had to be regis-
tered and take an expertise test. An excep-
tion was made in the case of category four
dogs whose owners could prove they had
had a dog of similar size for three years
before January 1 last year.

CHARACTER

“There was a lot of confusion about that
at first,” said Maj Douglas. “It’s not the
dog being tested, but the owner. It is to
ensure they have the competence to own a
particular breed of dog.

“The legislation also demands that the
character of the owner is checked, includ-
ing criminal records. We immediately have
a problem because the Rehabilitation of
Offenders Act and the Data Protection
Act mean that that information isn’t read-
ily available. That’s one reason why we
had to run our own system for the test.”

British families posted to Germany
must check with their station staff officer
if they want to take a dog with them. If it is
classified as dangerous, registration forms
have to be filled out and a permit obtained
from the German authorities.

Owners of Staffordshire bull terriers, a
popular breed in the UK, may be under-
standably confused. Federal law bans the
import of the dog, while those already in
Germany are treated as category one and
forbidden from breeding — except in
Lower Saxony, where the Staffordshire is
listed in category two.

“Everyone thinks we are being awk-
ward,” said Maj Douglas. “But all we are
doing is implementing German law as
easily and as painlessly as possible.”

There are about 1,000 Service family
dogs in Germany. Failure to register can
result in a DM2,000 (about £670) fine.

Deutsche marks time for euro

\ 50

The imminent introduction of the euro is set tohave a major impact
on the lives of British soldiers and their familiesserving in Germany

Report: Ray Routledge
Pictures: Graeme Main

WHILE the political debate about
whether Britain should join the euro
continues to rage in the United
Kingdom, for thousands of
British soldiers and their
families, the currency is to
become a reality next Jan-
uary.

Lt Col Paul Thompson,
SO1 Staff and Personnel Sup-
port Branch at UKSC(G)
Rheindahlen, explained
what impact the new cur-
rency would have, and
what arrangements are
already in place.

“People have been able
to open euro bank ac-
counts since 1999 and some will be
familiar with the currency,” he said.

While Army personnel can be
found in almost every coun-
try in Europe, the vast
majority are in Germany,
have German bank accounts

Many of their banks
have been sending
out information
packs, in English,
about the euro for
some time.
“Soldiers are presently paid in
Deutschmarks and their salary is cur-

NAAR)|

“Not only does it seem to cost more in euros
... but the beer doesn’t taste the same!”

Assessing the impact:
Lt Col Paul Thompson

.
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and will be affected. W

rently calculated on the Forces Fixed
Rate of Exchange (FFR), which occa-
sionally changes. From January 1 pay-
ment will be in euros, although we don’t
have the FFR against the euro just yet.”
Since January 1999, Euroland
(those countries introducing the
euro next year) currencies have
been fixed against each other.
“They are linked through the
banking system and there is
no way they can change. The
pound, meanwhile, has been
floating and is worth about 1.61
to 1.63 euros.”
The first chance
soldiers will have
to get euro bank-
notes is on Jan-
uary 1 when it
goes live, although
the public can buy coins
through their bank accounts (up
to an individual limit of DM20) from
December 17. It represents an oppor-
tunity to become familiar with the
coins.
“The banks have been very
pragmatic,” added Lt Col
Thompson. “Legally the
only tender which should
be used from January next
yvear is the euro and the
banks have gone to great
efforts to front-load all the
retailers who have requested it to ensure
they will be in a position to have the euro

from day one. Officially there
isn’t a cross-over time, but the
banks recognise that there will be a
short period for customers to go in
shops, pay for items in DMs and get
their change-in euros.”

What about the Balkans, where the
DM is the accepted currency?

“That 1s something we just don’t
know vet. It is an issue that will
have to be resolved at a
political level.”
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So just how willall this affect you in Germany?

We try to answer your questions.
If you need to know more,
contact your regimental
administrative officer

&l What is the euro?

A% It was introduced as banking currency in
January 1999 and will be available as hard cur-
rency (notes and coins) from January 1, 2002.

Which countries are affected?

The euro will replace the national curren-
cies of Austria, Belgium, Finland, France, Ger-
many, Greece, Holland, Ireland, Italy, Luxem-
bourg, Portugal and Spain. So the coins and
notes you use in Germany will be acceptable in

\_any of those countries.

When will the currencies of those

countries cease to be legal tender?
It varies from December 31, 2001 to February
28, 2002. In Germany it's December 31,
although it is expected that some retailers will
continue to accept Deutschmarks during Jan-
uary 2002.

What denominations are the notes
and coins?
They will be in 500, 200, 100, 50, 20, 10 and 5
euro notes. Larger denomination coins will be
in 2 and 1 euros. Smaller coins known as euro
cents will be issued as 50, 20, 10, 5, 2 and 1
cent coins.

How will DMs be withdrawn from cir-
culation and over what period?
The public may take their DMs to their bank in

Germany at any time up to February 28, 2002
and receive an immediate exchange of the
euro at the rate of one to DM1.95583.
Although some banks may offer the facility,
the official policy is that you may not receive
credit for your DMs after that date until your
own bank has received a credit from the Bun-
desbank. So don't wait until the last minute.

Suppose | want to buy petrol
coupons in January, but don’t have
any euros?
Planning is under way to ensure that RAOs
can be authorised to operate a “dual curren-
cy” system for a limited period. «

How will it affect my salary?
Your pay will be calculated in sterling
and shown on your pay statement. At present,
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that salary is paid into your German bank
account after conversion into DMs at the FFR.
The same system will apply with the introduc-
tion of the new currency except that the
account will be paid in euros.

What about LOA and COLA?
They are expressed as a daily rate in
sterling so there will be no change.

What allowances will change?

Where countries have allowances ex-
pressed in the current national currency,
these will change. Examples include subsis-
tence and motor mileage allowances.

What else will change?
Vending and gaming machines will
have to be altered to accept the new coins.
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ONE OF THE UK’s LEADING CO-ED BOARDING & DAY SCHOOLS 11 - 19 YEARS
Why choose Queen Ethelburga’s for a boarding education?

» Our boarding facilities are considered to be the best in Europe

» A Sunday Times' Top UK School for GCSE & A-Levels results

» Our Key Stage 3 Test Results are well above the National Average
» We have invested over £17,000,000 in new facilities and resources

20%

REMISSION

» Equestrian minded students can bring their horse to school with FREE Livery FOR ARMED

» We offer over 100 dlfferent Scholars_hlps Bursaries and Riding Options

Teaching Resources

Over £17m has been invested in high quality new
classrooms, libraries, computer networks and floodlit
sports facilities. We accept a broad range of pupils
from many backgrounds. They leave us confident and
successful. 95% of A-Level 6th Form go to University.

100 Scholarships, Bursaries & Options

From 100% of full boarding fees, to free livery for a
horse at school, to scholarships for Art, Choral/Music
and Sport. Having just gone co-educational there are a
number of interesting awards for boarding boys. There
are remissions of up to 20% for Forces and other
categories of parental career. Over £500,000 is
awarded each year. Please ask for full details.

FORCES

Boarding Facilities - every bedroom has...
Direct dial telephone & voice mail, TV/Video (on timer),
music centre, safe, hot drinks facility, fridge, iron, hair
dryer, heated towel rail, fitted carpet, wash hand basin,
powered ventilation, fire sensor, study area and more.
Many rooms have their own ensuite bathroom.

Equestrian Facilities

Boarding pupils can bring their horse to school with
free livery. The Royal Court Equestrian Centre is part
of our campus and has 185 stables, 10 acres all
weather floodlit surfaces, Olympic sized indoor arena,
3 cross country courses and more. Sixth Form can
study BHSAI and Equestrian Management. Instructors
include Karen Dixon - Olympic Eventer.

THE ONLY INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS OFFERING A 20% REMISSION

OFF BOARDING FEES FOR MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES

Co educational Day, Weekly & Full Boarding 3 to 19 years (Boarding from 6 years)
We think there are four important points that make our schools your ideal choice for a boarding
education for your child. Firstly we understand the needs of service families. We have staff who are
married to serving members of the forces. We have decades of experience in ensuring your child will
settle well, be confident and successful. Secondly our boarding facilities are the best of any
independent school in Europe. Thirdly QE is one of the Sunday Times Top UK Schools for GCSE and
A-Level results. Our Key Stage 2 & 3 exam results are well above the national average. Fourthly we are
the only leading Independent Schools offering a 20% Remission for members of the Armed Forces.

Chapter House Preparatory School

ONE OF THE UK 'S LEADING CO-EDUCATIONAL BOARDING & DAY SCHOOLS 3 - 11 fEARS

B Girls & Boys boarding from 6 years of age. Caring, friendly staff

B Superb new boarding facilities - probably the best in Europe.

W Every bedroom has:in/out telephone, voice mail, Music Centre,
TV/Video (on timer), Fridge and more. Many bedrooms have
ensuite bathrooms.Our new boarding house is very comfortable.
Please visit us to see how good our first class boarding is.

. B One of the UK’s Top Schools for Key Stage 2 Exam Resullts.
I B Amazing Equestrian Centre - possible FREE livery for boarders
% B Seamless move to Queen Ethelburga’s College at 11 years

W Huge investment in new teaching facilities and resources

B Small classes with dedicated and friendly professional teachers

B A happy school where every child is treated as an individual

A first class boarding education
can be like a game of chess.
The right move is essential.

Easy to get to by
road, rail & air.
10 minutes
from A1M

Queen Ethelburga's College Charitable Foundation (Reg No: 1012924) for the purposes of Education

QUEEN ETHELBURGA'S COLLEGE & CHAPTER HOUSE PREPARATORY SCHOOL

Thorpe Underwood Hall, York. Y026 9SZ. Telephone for prospectus & video: 08707 42 33 30
You may care to visit our website: www. queenethelburgas.edu. E-mail: remember@compuserve.com
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“Employment Problems/
Redress by Complaint?”
“Need help and Legal Advice?”

If you're in the Forces there’s a fast way to make
contact with a solicitor who'll speak your language.
The Forces Legal Network is a national group of
established, independent solicitors who all provide:

FREE 30 minute initial diagnostic interviews
Staff with experience of service problems

Legal Aid and “No Win-No Fee” accident claims
24 hour emergency legal cover

A full range of quality assured legal services

e o ¢ o o o

Competitive fees

One call puts you in

touch with confidential
E_, ]  advice on any service

or family legal matter.

email: @forceslaw.demon.co.uk
FORCES LAW HELPLINE:
The Forces Legal Network 0845 60] 1 260

Z:DP0O Lighters

with your crest
Minimum order 50

For full details complete the coupon below and send to:

Step into a new career .

Our distance learning programmes can help you
develop a well paid, rewarding career in IT.
Thousands have changed their lives for the better.
Why not you?

With complete career development programmes
ranging from website design, networking,
programming, database management to systems
analysis, there’'s something for everyone.

Success is just a phone call away

Quote reference: SOLD 101/09/STP1
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SUPPLIER TO THE
CAREER TRANSITION G‘ressition
PARTNERSHIP

ZIPPO UK LTD. UNIT 27,

Grand Union Centre, 336B Ladbroke Grove, London W10 5AS
Tel: 020 8964 0666 Fax: 020 8968 0400

Please send me full details about how to obtain Zippo lighters
with my Regimental crest

NAME
ADDRESS

Our Motor Insurance

If you insure two vehicles with us*

Call into your local branch of
NAAFI Financial or call us on:

00800 76 76 77 77

Free from UK & Germany

+44 1603 205 209

Rest of the world

www.naafi-financial.com
*Off main policy only
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NEW COMPETITION

Roses of Minden
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all amateur _
aphers. How would you lik

ork in this magazine
Heaven scent: LCpl Darren Blenkinsop of Stand the Chance Of

HQ Company, 1st Battalion, The Princess of h 7
Wales's Royal Regiment receives his Minden

Day rose from Mrs Karen Taylor, wife of OC C a p rlze WO rt E2 5 O
Coy, Maj Rob Taylor, at Tidworth Barracks,

Wilts. The tradition of wives and girlfriends ¢
presenting PWRR soldiers with red roses

you to send us your
depicting any aspect He did: woz

dates from August 1, 1759 when a forebear Gerry
regiment helped to turn defeat into victory at N . | McFarlaner
the Battle of Minden in Germany. Its soldiers nth our judges will decide ntr g,
celebrated by picking roses from the ure submitted by a certain colo{.r‘:afa
hedgerows of Minden Heath. Picture: Steve Dock ‘publication in the follow- Winner;:,
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r the Soldier Magazine
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mpetition. This category
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 Soldier reader who is not a
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gmferably prints up to
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her,  Soldier,  Parsons P
ce Road, Aldershot, He did: Maj
_GUII 2DU. Please Royal pefence N
titable self-addressed enve- the amateur tith
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ort. In order to be judged
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Thursday, September
issing that date will be
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Cover story: Gen Sir Mike Jackson, above, ‘We will advise you of sub-

dropped in on Soldier last month during a brief dli nearer the time. If

visit to Aldershot . . . and left with a record of 1y queries, phone 01252

the moment. Photographer Steve Dock took a Als mil 2357.

picture of the Commander-in-Chief Land il

Command as he arrived at our offices in Par-

sons House, printed it out as a front cover and Details of how to enter other categories of the Army W i
presented Gen Jackson with his own copy ggaﬁhtkﬂwmﬁﬂm’mmtm m

when he left the building an hour later. ic Competition, DCC(A) R 171, Met le Building,
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reader for nearly 40 years, met staff members Londar WGZN SOP {iet IS RIS 1m fax 020 7218 & m‘ ‘.m“l'

and saw how the magazine is put together. =
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Pictures: Graeme Main

Omagh

'S new

Recruits joining the 1st Battalion, The
Worcestershire and Sherwood Foresters
Regiment are on a steep learning curve

HAVING spent the d: n patrol
in the sun and the rain, Pte Dave
Penney was ready for some scoff, a
brew and bed. By the time his head
hit the pillow, he was spark out,
writes Anthony Stone.

Life for the new draft in the st
Battalion, The Worcestershire and
Sherwood Foresters Regiment, cur-
rently three-quarters of the way
through a two-year posting in Om-
agh, Northern Ireland, is a full-on,
24/7 experience.

The lads worke shifts, rotating
through guard duties, patrols, dep-

loyments as the quick reaction
force and rest periods.
They learn fast; the
streets are the
finest finish-
ing school.
Lt Col Fred
Chedham,

the CO, said: “We take great care in
the introduction cadre to prepare
them, not just for entering the bartal-
ion, but also to take stock of the
security environment thev are going
into.

“They gradually come to terms
with where they are, and although
there are security implications, it is
by no means socially a closed shop to
young soldiers. There are things they
can do. It just takes more effort on
our part to facilitate some of those
social arrangements.”

Nobody pretends it’s easy, but the
tour has its compensations. Finan-
cially, the men are better off by about
£300 a month. All soldiers in the
battalion have single living accom-
modation — which, in an operational
theatre, they don’t pay for. .

They also benefit from relatively
frequent travel home, good welfare
provisions and adventurous training
packages

All in all, there’s a lot to takejon
board for the new boys. “It was
strange at first, but that sobn

always meeeting new people.”
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Ever vigilant: Pte
Penney, above,
deploys on patrol in a
Saxon to monitor a
potential trouble-spot

Military assistance:
Pte Penney
accompanies a Royal
Ulster Constabulary
policeman on foot
patrol, left, as they
make their way down
the streets of Omagh
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leisurewear

HEAVYWEIGHT KHAKI
T-SHIRT
EMBROIDERED FROM £4.70
NO SET-UP
OTHER COLOURS AVAILABLE

111 HUBERT ROAD
SELLY OAK
BIRMINGHAM

B29 6ET

TEL: +44 (0) 121 472 5300
FAX: +44 (0) 121 472 8017

E-MAIL:peter@rsfarmah.freeserve.co.uk

PNCALLS FROM 2p PER MIN.
NE RENTAL FROM £15 PER MONTH

REE 600 MINS

OFF-PEAK CALLS

WORTH £35

\

FREE__E HANDS-FREE KIT

LEATHER CASE
IN-CAR CHARGER

*SMALL AND LIGHT * VOICE DIALLING
_ *VIBRATING ALERT
ELLECTT * CHAT MESSAGES * 4 GREAT GAME:

CALL FREE 0800 731 7811

SUBJECT TO TERMS AND CONDITIONS

_— TR ——

Suppliers and
manufacturers of
specialist
SPORTS STRIPS.

@® RUGBY @ HOCKEY
@ SOCCER @ NETBALL
@® CRICKET
® TUG-OF-WAR

or \
% JADROM

g "y

Vg

@ SWEATERS @ SWEATSHIRTS
@ T-SHIRTS @ POLO SHIRTS
@ SKI HATS @ BASEBALL CAPS
@ TIES @ BLAZER BADGES
@ SPORTS BAGS @ POLAR FLEECE
@ TRAINING TOPS/TROUSERS

LEGAL PROBLEMS
UK OR OVERSEAS?

Interview with Services Police
Possible or forthcoming Court
Martial

Summary Appeal

Judicial Custody Hearing
Redress of Grievance (contact can
be made by email)

HELP IS AT HAND!

TeLerHone: WILLIAM BACHE
of Pye-Smiths, Solicitors,
based in Salisbury, Wiltshire

Tel: 0044 (0) 1722 340043 (ofice hours) «
0044 (0) 1722 336701 (out of office hours)
0044 (0) 7768 622237 (mobile)
or email: billbache@btclick.com

FREE initial interview on telephone or face to face — up to 30 minutes.

NB: Anyone wishing to have a solicitor present during a services or
civilian police interview is perfectly entitled to do so and this work is
done in the UK with no charge being made to the person being
interviewed. Overseas interviews can be dealt with by arrangement.
[Where an interview is conducted involving extensive travel, a charge may be made
but this would be a matter for discussion].
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Juzz-m'aﬁ: CSgt Gral
Wright, IG, plays a
sizzling solo o

Pictures: Mark Owens
and Colin White

EDINBURGH Castle Esplanade was
transformed into an exotic South Sea
Island, the Russian steppes and the
frozen Arctic by performers at this year's
Military Tattoo.

Superbly choreographed and dramat-
" ically lit, this was the fastest-selling

SOLDIER September 2001

merising!

show in its 52-year history, with all
250,000 tickets for the 25 shows sold out
by the fourth day of the run.

More than 1,000 cast members from
Scotland, Russia, Norway, the South
Pacific, Australia and Ireland took part.

Highlights included The Cook Islands
National Youth Dance team from Raro-
tonga who performed to the unique
sound of coconut-palm drums, a drill

EDINBURGH TATTOO

o ';lifﬁ; |

display by the Guard of the King of
Norway, who were making their sixth
appearance, and the Russian Cossack
State Song and Dance Ensemble, who
were making their first visit to the United
Kingdom.

Other staples included the mesmeris-
ing Massed Pipes and Drums and the
Lone Piper standing on the battlements
playing Oft in the Stilly Night.

Entrancing: Makai Savage .

. from the Cook islands
- National Youth team
-
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FEATURE

All sOIgiers deploying
on peacekeeping
operations will go
through a new
training regime.
Welcome to OPTAG

Report: Ray Routledge
Pictures: Sgt Simon Scott
and Graeme Main

THE acclaimed preparation British sol-
diers receive before deploying on peace-
keeping operations is to be fine-tuned.

From this month, training is to become
the responsibility of the newly-formed
Operational Training and Advisory
Group (OPTAG).

All soldiers, sailors and airmen, Regu-
lar and reserve, about to deploy on opera-
tions other than war will get the OPTAG
- treatment. As many as 30,000 a year are

bound for the Balkans, Sierra Leone and
other UN missions.

Based at Risborough Barracks, Shorn-
cliffe in Kent, OPTAG has been created
by merging the Warminster-based United
Nations Advisory Team (UNTAT), (also
-lmmn as QP’I‘AG (W), OPTAG Ger-

B i L) i il ol

many from Sennélager and -OPTAG
Kent. It will make extensive use of facili-
ties at Hythe and Lydd, as well as training
grounds at Thetford in Norfolk.

While centred in Kent, some training
will continue in Germany. A by-product
will be the freeing-up of
Copehill Down fighting
village on Salisbury
Plain. It will become
increasingly available for
high-intensity exercises.

“We will be looking to

improve training quali-
ty,” said Lt Col Richard Nialtarce: 13 Col
Kemp’, R Anglian, the Rlchag Kemp
group’s first commander.

He said that while UNTAT had been a co-
ordinator of training, OPTAG will be a
fully resourced, dedicated training organi-
sation with professional instructors.

“We will provide training by instructors
who have had experience in theatre in
command positions.” Mostly cap
and NCOs, they will be expected to
operation areas to keep themselves up-to-
date with what is going on.

The OPTAG package will provide sol-
diers with training tailored to specific
deployments, with the focus on units and
individuals.

A specialist team will run command -

training, while other elements include .

EOD, search skills dogs, rules of engage- .. 5"

ment, special weapons, comm

-.deployment

En garde: Soldiers
- of 2 R Anglian on
_the trainj

. .ground OPTAG

and medical skills. On average, soldiers
bound for the Balkans will spend ten days
with OPTAG.

Force protection, mines and unexplod-
ed ordnance awareness, conduct after
capture, base and vehicle safety, tactical
initiative, patrolling skills and stress man-
agement are also on the agenda.

A key element of the package is the
urban training unit at Lydd, where Capt
Tim Hutchison, SG, showed Soldier a box
of tricks which can simulate anything
from explosives and gunfire to ricochets
and mortar attacks.

A camera system covers the training vil-
lage during exercises while an instructor
armed with a camcorder films soldiers on
the ground. Debriefings make full use of

the video footage. “It is edited down fora

Ready: OPTAG
training prepares
soldiers for

‘hot’ debrief within an hour of the end of
an exercise,” said Capt Hutchison.
OPTAG works on the principle of
training for the worst and scaling down
from there. It aims to make it as generic as
possible, ensuring tactics and terminolo-
gy are as common as possible so that skills

‘can be transferred between theatres.

" It recognises that different units require
different packages. Infantry, armoured
corps and artillery about to take responsi-
bility for an area will be given training
specific to that task while engineers, for
example, will concentrate on mine aware-
ness, use of interpreters and so on.

“The content of our training depends
on the nature of
operations, theatre d
orientation, historical
background, political
mandate, the cur-
rent situation and
current  opera-
tiome™, ‘said Lt
Col Kemp. “It is
important for the
troops and critically
important for the commanders to under-
stand all those elements.”

The formation of OPTAG has stimu-
lated interest among foreign forces, which
widely regard British training techniques
for peace support missions as the best
available. OPTAG aims to be accepted as
an internationally recognised centre, run-
ning multi-national courses for the UN.

Non-military organisations are not
excluded and the Organisation for Secu-
rity and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE)
has undertaken two training cadres.

OPTAG is also investigating courses for
journalists and others entering combat
zones. They would learn essentials such as
survival skills and mines awareness.

Shorncliffe could be about to have a
dynamic impact on the world’s most trou-
bled regions.

TAG
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MY DAY JOB
Spﬂ-Ci“l *

Peer with
street cred

The latest in our series on TA soldiers’ jobs looks at a
major in the House of Lords with a far from minor role

TO soldiers in the REME his face may seem
familiar, writes Ray Routledge.

And to students of modern British politics,
his name will certainly ring a bell.

Soldiers know him as Maj John Attlee, a
TA man through-and-through and proud of
it. To politicians he is Earl Attlee,
Conservative spokesman on defence and
transport and grandson of Labour Prime
Minister Clement Attlee.

Attlee the soldier joined the Territorial
Army in 1974, signing on with the 2nd
Wessex at Bletchley. A spell with 240

sort out problems for my own unit. In my
position | could do something that affects
the whole Army or the whole of the TA, but if
it only affects my unit, it would be bad form.”

As the grandson of a former Prime
Minister, he has a tough act to follow,
although there is one significant difference.
While Clement Attlee was a Labour leader,
Earl Attlee is a Tory peer.

How does he reconcile his politics with
those of his grandfather? “| started on the
cross benches with no party allegiance,” he

Tank Transporter Squadron at Barnet
was followed by the REME in 1980
as a driver in recovery and repair. He
loved getting his hands dirty.

A commission followed in 1991,
with spells in workshop companies
and tours to Bosnia in 1993 and
Rwanda in 1995. He now serves with
the all-arms pool of watchkeepers
with the Royal Artillery.

Attlee the politician succeeded his
father to the title in 1991 and entered
the House of Lords the following
year.

“Until you have made a maiden
speech you can't ask a
parliamentary question,” he told
Soldier from the Lords’ regal
surroundings. “It is bad form to do
anything except listen. So | drafted a
speech about late payment of commercial
debts. | had detailed notes in my hand and a
spare in my back pocket.

“I had no experience of public speaking, |
just had to get on and do it.” Even with
experience, he admits his pulse still races
when he makes a speech.

“Asking a supplementary question at
Question Time is stressful, especially if you
are on the front bench as | am. The whole
House is there and if you make a mistake,
say the wrong thing or

ask a stupid question, 6 WWork with the TA gives an
insight into defence issues
that other peers don't have?® great man.

it can be
embarrassing.”

An integral part of
the House of Lords is
the ceremonial aspect that goes with it. “I'm
a traditionalist and | think ceremony is
important. But the business of the House
and what we do is more important.”

Lord Attlee's work with the TA gives him
an insight into defence issues that other
peers don’t have. “l am much better
informed about what is happening at the
coalface and it gives me street credibility in
the House.

“I have to be very careful not to try and

Second home: Earl Attlee now a seasoned
member of the House of Lords Picture: Mike Weston

explained. “l joined the Conservatives
immediately before the 1997 General
Election.

“Both the Conservatives and Labour have
changed and the problems the country
faces are very different from those Clement
Attlee experienced in the run-up to the First
World War, so | don’t have a difficulty about
being in a different party.”

He recalled meeting his grandfather. “|
was very young and had a squeaky voice,
and he was very old
and had poor
hearing. | knew | was
in the presence of a

“I am aware of my
grandfather’s achievements but one wants
to be one's own man.

“l admired my grandfather's career.
People ask what would he think of me being
a Conservative spokesman. | think if he
looked at the things I've done, | don’t believe
he'd have any difficulty at all.”

@ Are you in the TA and have a day job with
an interesting twist? If so we'd like to hear from
you. Write to Ray Routledge Soldier or
e-mail: rroutledge @ soldiermagazine.co.uk
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ToPa$S CAN HELP!

ToPas$, is a new ‘no win, no fee’ legal service
providing a personal injury accident claims
facility, at no expense, to Mob personnel
nationwide.

For decades our caring professional team
has recovered millions of pounds annually
for victims of every type of accident.

We handle minor to catastrophic injuries.

CONTACT THE SOLICITORS WHO SPECIALISE
IN PERSONAL INJURY ACCIDENT CLAIMS

0161 832 6131
E-mail ToPaS@beteshfox.co.uk .

Websites www.ToPaS.org.uk
www.beteshfox.co.uk
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Civil Livery and Military Tailors
Mess kits . No 1 Dress . Service Dress . Accoutrements .
Suits . Sports Jackets . Blazers . Trousers . Evening Talls
Morning Suits . Dinner suits . Breeches . Hunt Coats . etc.
Service
Visiting service . (UK & Germany) . Account facilities .
Customer satisfaction guarantee

220 Hatfield Road, St Albans, Herts AL1 4LW
and 183 London Road, Camberley, Surrey GU15 3JS

Telephone: 01727 841321 Facsimile: 01727 831462

website: www.tailors.co.uk email: tailors@goldings.co.uk
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NEW COMBAT RADIO CGS’s BRIEFING TEAM

i

Quietly

‘Hand signals
and shouted

orders on the
battlefield will
become thing
of the past as
new system

means troops
can attack in

virtual silence’

Radio silence: The headset, above, fits
neatly under the combat helmet, left,
while the Bowman personal-role radio is
designed to be clipped to webbing straps

New personal lightweight radio signals a revolution
in the way soldiers communicate on the battlefield

COMBAT troops are about to be issued
with a lightweight personal radio system
which will change for ever the way they go
about their business, writes John Elliott.

A headset, which fits under the combat
helmet and is linked to a radio the size of
a personal stereo, will allow troops to pass
orders and information among them-
selves during combat missions.

The radio can be clipped to webbing
and is designed to work even in thick
woodland and among buildings.

Described as a “world-beater”, the new
Bowman personal-role radio is set to
transform the tactical control of front-line
troops, providing individuals with the
means to communicate rapidly and reli-
ably with each other in combat at dis-
tances up to half a kilometre.

Hand signals and shouted orders will

SOLDIER September 2001

be consigned to military history as the
radios come on stream. Part of the much
wider Bowman system, the personal-role
radio was ordered under a separate £20
million contract placed with Marconi in
February. Deliveries of 45,000 of the kits
began in July and they are expected to be
in service by March next year.

In addition to the infantry, sapper and
artillery units are expected to be early
recipients, as are the Royal Marines and
the Royal Air Force Regiment.

During a trial on Salisbury Plain,
Marine Tim Elliott said: “The personal-
role radio is excellent. It will make a real
difference at section level, particularly at
night when you can’t use hand signals and
you don’t want to shout for fear of giving
your position away. These radios mean
you can attack in virtual silence.”

THE Chief of the General Staff's Briefing
Team recently completed its summer tour,
visiting units in UK and Germany. As usual
the troops were not slow to voice their
concems during feedback sessions. The
team’s report will be considered by CGS
this month, but he is keen that where
responses can be given now, they should
be. Here are two of the questions most
often asked, and the answers.

Why, when | reached the age of
Q 25, did | lose my entitlement to
travel warrants?

It's not quite as simple as that. You
A | are referring to the allowance which-
is now known as Get You Home
(early years), designed to compen-
sate soldiers for their requirement to serve
away from home, but related to their length
of service and their ability to pay.

A basic assumption is that the longer a
soldier has served, the more likely he is to
be married or the less likely he is to regard
his parents’ home as his base. So, the policy
is that soldiers who have served for less
than three years are entitled to three war-
rants a year. Those who have served for
between three and nine years and are a cor-
poral or below are entitled to one, and offi-
cers, SNCOs and those who have served
more than nine years are entitled to none.
The policy is not related to age.

| have just returned from six
Q months in Kosovo; next year |
shall complete two exercises in
BATUS, Canada, and one in
Poland. | am confused about my entitle-
ment to Longer Separated Service
Allowance (LSSA). .

Provided you have served for 18
A | months or more you will have been
receiving £4.72 a day while in
Kosovo. When you complete 300
days away from your duty station, in blocks
of at least ten days, your daily rate will
increase to £7.38. When eventually you
exceed 600 days your daily rate will
increase to £10.05.

However, if, in a rolling two-year period,
you exceed a total of 280 days away, you will
receive the accumulated turbulence (AT)
allowance of £1,000; if you exceed 360
days, you will receive a further £1,000. All of
these figures are subject to tax, but they
apply equally to married or single soldiers.

The team’s next tour begins at the end
of this month and will include visits to
Kosovo, Germany and several units in
the UK. Be sure to have your say!



Reports: Lt Col Robin Hodges Pictures: Cpl Paul Rowland (Vrbanjci) and Cpl Pete Mobbs (Banja Luka)

NICKNAMES are commonplace in the
Army but a few new ones — “Combat
Barbie” and “Xena™ to list two — emerging
in Bosnia reflect the increasing number of
women deployed on operations.

Among them are 30 officers based at
the Banja Luka Metal Factory,
where British, Czech, Dutch
and New Zealand women
make up a sizeable propor-
tion of the -eight-nation
officer corps.

The Brits fill command
and staff posts in HQ
Multi-national Division
(South West) (MND(SW))
as well as the national
headquarters, BRITFOR,
which has its own signals,
logistic and RMP units.

Strategic comms are the
responsibility of the BRIT-
FOR Signal Troop, com-
manded by Capt Bee
Bryan. Her husband, an
instructor back at War-
minster, is holding the
fort at home.

Two couples among
the officers at Banja Luka
are engaged.

The RMP detachment
is led by Capt Ele Roylance, Provost Mar-
shal BRITFOR, whose company is split
between Kosovo, Hohne and Bosnia.

“It’s probably the only time I will be a
provost marshal,” she said.

Her unit’s routine task is to search all
boxes leaving Bosnia under Op Plunder,
which ensures that illegal items are not
smuggled home.

Military police report to Maj “PJ” Price
Jones, whose last appointment was that of
Army personnel officer — “a sort of adju-
tant” — at RAF Aldergrove in Northern
Ireland. Now she is involved with welfare.

“At the moment I’m negotiating for TV
channels for British bases,” she said. “Sky
has started broadcasting digital signals,
which has changed their footprint in
Europe. TV is important to the troops and
we trying to make sure that they have the
best possible choice of sport, news and
film channels.”

Twelve female officers with pan-Balka-
ns responsibilities have to travel between

Top dog: Toby, the most successful snif-
fer dog in the British Army, with TA locum
veterinary officer Capt Sophie Arculus

world

More female soldiers than ever are serving in Bosnia.
We caught up with some of them at Banja Luka

Banja Luka and Pris-
tina every couple of
weeks. TA veterinary
officer Maj Sophie
Arculus is one of them.
A locum, she usually
stands in for vets on
holiday.

Her last deployment
was to Kenya, where
she vaccinated cattle . . .
and children. Now she
looks after 28 BRIT-
FOR dogs in Bosnia
and 18 in Kosovo, used mainly for
patrolling bases and searching for
weapons and explosives.

Everyone’s favourite in Bosnia is Toby,
a three-year-old Springer spaniel. In just
18 months he has become the most suc-
cessful sniffer dog in the Army, with a
record 92 finds in April alone.

FormerTA officer Maj Sally Turnbull is
on a short-service commission as SO2

In charge: Maj Sally Turnbull oversees an
exercise for the medics with the Division
surgeon, Canadian Commander Ron Wojcik

Medical Operations in HQ MND(SW),
where she deals with clinical matters. Her
last post, in the full-time TA, was mostly
administrative. “Here I am doing some-
thing I enjoy,” she said. Her next posting
is to Sandhurst.

The multi-national Psy Ops team is
commanded by Maj Trudi Bailey, a recent
arrival in Bosnia. “We have a very success-
ful radio station and lifestyle magazine,
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Head of Psy Ops: Maj Trudi
Bailey, right, with Canadian
Capt Erik Esselaar, the editor
of SFOR’'s Mostovi magazine

Force to be reckoned with:
From left are Maj “PJ” Price
Jones, Maj Trudi Bailey, Capt
Ele Roylance, Capt Andrea
Luck, Capt Bee Bryan, Maj
Sally Turnbull and Capt
Sophie Arculus at Banja Luka

both aimed at the 16-24-
year-olds, who are the future
of this country,” she said

A major task facing
MND(SW) is the redeploy-
ment of the Canadian,
British and Netherlands
battle-groups after the
Czech battle-group with-
drawals. Capt Andrea Luck, ops officer
with 27 GS Regiment RL.C, deployed to
oversee the reduction of the UK Combat
Service Support Battalion to a squadron.

Unexpectedly, along with the CO, she
has been co-opted into HQ MND(SW)
to plan for the Czech withdrawal.

Male soldiers serving at Banja Luka
seem to think the number of women there
has made life more normal for everyone.
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g e provides at
“reassuring presence to investigators
searching for a buried body at Vrbanjci »

Green Jackets dig up

Bosnia’s bitter legacy

British soldiers help
the grim task of
recovering Bosnian
massacre remains

VRBAN]JCI is a ruin of a village of no
consequence, about 4km south of Kotor
Varo in Bosnia. Yet soldiers of R Compa-
ny, the 2nd Barttalion, The Royal Green
Jackets will not easily forget it.

Tasked to provide support to an Inter-
national Committee for Missing Persons
(ICMP) investigation, they were told to
meet a team of lawyers,
forensic scientists and
police at an isolated ruin.
Neither their task nor its
location were revealed.

A convoy took them to
Vrbanjci, where the sol-
diers were told that their
task was to identify and
exhume human remains
from three sites around the
village. The secrecy sur-
rounding the location was so that evi-
dence would not be disturbed.

On day one, the Royal Green Jackets
recovered the skeletal remains of four
Bosnians killed defending their village.
Then they found the partly mummified
body of a Serb soldier, bullet holes still
clearly visible across his chest.

It had been alleged that he had been
killed by his best friend in an argument
over a litre of petrol in 1992, but later
buried by an old man who had carefully
included evidence of identity with the

Site update:

Peca briefs Sgt Lee Roberts

body which may help legal proceedings.

R Coy’s second day at Vrbanjci began
with the hunt for the remains of a 35-
year-old woman beaten to death by
Serbs artacking her village. Although she
was believed to have been buried in her
own garden, the Green Jackets could find
no trace of the grave.

They were remarkably sanguine about
the task. “It’s something we must get on
with if we are to return this country to
normality,” said Sgt Lee Roberts. “We
must find the graves and bring the mur-
derers to justice before this country can
move forward.” ’

In 1992, as a Serb force swept through
the area, Bosnian women, children and

—__ the elderly took refuge in a
] church while their men-
folk prepared to defend
the community. When the
Serbs reached the church
they dragged out those
hiding inside, shot and
flayed them. When the
men returned they found
only piles of corpses, muti-
lated beyond identification.

The ICMP team, sup-
ported by the Green Jackets, set about
the grim task of recovering the remains
of 270 villagers reported as missing.

“SFOR’s presence is crucial for the
legitimacy of this operation,” said Goran
Peca of the ICMP. “The municipality 1s
responsible for the team’s security but
this is a highly-charged undertaking and
there are people here who would rather
that the past was not uncovered.

“The SFOR soldiers ensure that no
one reacts rashly.”

@ See Page 39 — Sipovo Hospital

ICMP’s Goran
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FIMy LORD ROBERTSON

ure

Born in a humble police station on Islay off the
west coast of Scotland, Lord Robertson is now
Secretary General of Nato. But he remembers
his roots, and retains his sense of humour

Interview: Ray Routledge
Pictures: Mike Weston

TO give him his formal title, he is Lord
Robertson of Port Ellen, the Secretary
General of Nato.

Yet despite scaling these lofty political
and diplomatic heights, this former
Defence Secretary remembered that his
father was initially disappointed that he
chose the world of politics rather than
following him to become
a copper.

And underneath the
grand title beats the
heart of a man with a
keen sense of humour,
who understands his
father’s disappointment.

“Father was a police
officer, my grandfather
was a policeman, my
brother is retired from
the Met, my son is with
the police, as is my
brother’s son,” he ex-
plained in his office in
the Nato headquarters
building in Brussels.

“So there is a tradit-
ion. I was tempted for
a while but I was really
too engaged in politics
to go down that disci-
plined route.”

touching down.

Milosevic."

be with them.”

“I knew precisely when he was
due to land, so | was able to say
at the dinner: “As | speak, a plane
is landing in The Hague, and it
contains a prisoner — Slobodan

“Many of the 180 RSMs there
were wearing Kosovo and Bosnia
medals and some of them had
horrifying stories to tell about their
days. So it was great moment to

-
American submarine base was installed.
“I was about 14 at the time and thought it
was exciting,” he said.

After attending Dunoon Grammar
School, which counted Labour leader
John Smith and Lord McKay among its
former pupils, young George headed for
Dundee University and controversy.

“I organised the first ever sit-in at a
Scottish University,” he recalled with a
grin. “It was so successful that the uni-

versity principal came in

at half-past-three in the
The Milosevic
handover

“IT WAS a huge moment. | was at
Sandhurst at the annual
convention of the RSMs of the
British Army. You could not have
picked a better audience to be
speaking to at the very moment
that Milosevic's plane was

morning to see if his
library was being broken
up. Most of the students
decided that since they
were there, they might
as well do some work.
When he saw everyone
working, he said: ‘Mr
Robertson, this is most
impressive. Could you
arrange this every Wed-
nesday?’

“That taught me the
power of a low-key put-
down.”

He left university col-
lecting a degree, but
significantly leaving his
CND policies behind.
“A lot of people got
engaged in the subject
and the more they read

The seeds of political
interest grew when the family moved
from Islay to Dunoon, and Robertson
senior grew embarrassed when his
schoolboy son became involved in the
“Ban-the-Bomb” movement after an

into it, the less convinc-
ing the slogans were.”

Ten vears as a trade union official with
the GMBU followed before election to
Parliament for Hamilton in 1978. And
there was more controversy as he became

pet
supsreds

Man at the top: “A lot of people regard the Britsh Armed Forces with enormous respect and they are seen in many areas as role models.”

involved in changing Labour Party policy
and culture.

In 1981 he enjoyed his first taste of
Defence when Michael Foot appointed
him shadow minister for the Navy but at
the end of that year Foot sacked the whole
defence team because they weren’t unilat-
eralists.

“It was quite a spectacular dismissal,”
he laughed. “We were questioning the
rationality of the party line and caused
quiet lot of waves.

“In the Labour Party everything was
wrong at that time. Unilateralism was one
of the battles we had to win and when
Neil Kinnock changed the policy, it vindi-
cated a lot of what we had argued for
during some of the dark days of Labour’s
collective nervous breakdown.”

Eleven years as a spokesman on For-
eign and Commonwealth affairs was fol-
lowed by an appointment as Shadow Sec-
retary of State for Scotland.

“It was a great thrill to get it and it took
me back into domestic issues and politics
at a critical time. It was the toughest four
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years of my life. I've been through conflict
with Saddam and through the Kosovo air
campaign, but nothing compares with the
ferocity of Scottish politics.”

Then came May 1997 and the landslide
Labour election victory

and appointment, not §|'ve been through conflict with Saddam and

to the Scottish Office

but to the Ministry of  through the Kosovo air campaign, but nothing

Defence. As Secretary
of State, he was popular
with the Armed forces.

“I liked and admired the people who
worked there,” he said. “Life in the ser-
vices can sometimes be dangerous, you
prepare all the time for the worst, but
largely you do mundane jobs. In May,
1997, I didn’t realise how many times I
would be putting people into danger, but
you have that potential all the time.

“But if you have respect for people and
get on with people, you can motivate
people. And when you like and admire
what people are doing it gives you a great
boost.”

He also acknowledged the MoD civil
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servants, whom he referred to as “The
Fourth Service”.

He clearly made his mark in interna-
tional circles and in 1999 he received a life
peerage and was selected as Secretary

General of Nato, succeeding Javier
Solana.

Now he is in a position to compare
British forces with those of Nato allies,
but the diplomat in him ensured that he
would not go public with his views.

“I know the contribution that is made
by the British Armed Forces. A lot of
people regard them with enormous
respect and they are seen‘in many areas as
role models,” he said.

In his Nato role, he is justifiably proud
of the many countries working together
to promote  peace and believes history

Macedonia

“MAINTAINING the cease-fire in
Macedonia is of prime importance. Nato
has made plain that there can only be a
political solution to this crisis. It cannot be
resolved militarily.

“The EU and Nato, with the US, are
engaged in seeking an urgent political
resolution, which preserves the
sovereignty, territorial integrity and
democratic institutions of the former
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia.

“The political dialogue must be taken
forward to a conclusion speedily. An
opportunity for a solution exists — and
must be grasped.”

has been changed beyond all recognition.

“Who would have thought 15 years ago
that I would address a seminar in Kiev?”
he mused, adding with a note of warning:
“The world has changed very much for
the better, although there are still dan-
gers.”

Turning to the Balkans, he said every
effort should be made to ensure we are
not there for ever and that progress was
continuing.

“It’s not ideal. But when you consider
the killing fields of 1993-95 you begin to
realise they may be small steps, but they
are in the right direction.

“In Kosovo we have about 40,000
troops from 36 nations including Russia,
the Ukraine and smaller countries like the
UAE, all able to work together.

“Kosovo is not an easy operation;
things happen there every day, yet it knits
together in a remarkable way and thatis a
great tribute to the success of Partnership
for Peace that allows soldiers to go in
quickly and safely to carry out peace-
keeping operations.”

Despite his Nato position, he hasn’t lost
all his British Army connections.

“I am an Honorary
Colonel in the British
Army with the London
Regiment. And given
that I modernised, con-

compares with the ferocity of Scottish politics? . oversially, the Terricor-

ial Army, to be asked to
be the Honorary Colonel of a TA regi-
ment is quite good.”

And now the wheel has come full circle.
When President Vladimir Putin of Russia
described him as a “super policeman”,
Lord Robertson accepted the compli-
ment. “That’s quite good coming from an
ex-KGB man,” he laughed.

The man who turned his back on a
career in the police force has become a
supercop. So is his father proud of him
now:?

“Oh he is proud — and I think he has
forgiven me for not joining up.”

©
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YOU can hide your average sophisti-
cated, hi-tech weapons platform from
most prying eyes .. . but not an on-
the-ball London traffic warden. Qine-
tiQ (formerly DERA) found its
“stealth”-enhanced plastic tank — the
world's first — was no match for a man
in a cap anxious to keep his yellow
lines free of offending vehicles.
QinetiQ’'s Advanced Composite
Armoured Vehicle Platform (ACAVP)
demonstrator, developed in partner-
ship with Vickers Defence Systems
and first featured in Soldierin April

last year, has since completed a 12-
month evaluation which included all
the standard tests used by the Army
to assess conventional armoured
fighting vehicles.

The composite materials used in
the ACAVP's construction mean that
it is lighter than conventional AFVs,
has increased stealth capability and
improved crew protection because
there is less “behind armour damage”
if the vehicle is hit. QinetiQ has
announced that it is to build more
advanced demonstrators.

When Snugpak asked us to ‘road-test’ their latest pile shirts,
we sent them climbing up mountains in South America

WEST Yorkshire-based insulated clothing
and sleeping bag manufacturers Snugpak
launch their new softie and pile shirts this
month. As the garments cost about £100
and £80 respectively, we wanted to find
out if they were worth the investment.

So we asked Cpl Ian Smith REME and
LCpl Ceri-Anne Brown RAMC, both
serving with E(13) Evacuation Squadron,
4 General Service Medical Regiment
RAMUC at Aldershot, to test the shirts on
an expedition to Peru. Their objectives
included ascents of Pisco (4,800m) and
Ishinca (5,530m) and a trek to the fabled
Inca city of Machu Picchu.

The shirts, intended to be worn against
the skin, incorporate Pertex and pile tech-
nology. Shaggy pile interior and smooth
nylon outer give a bulky look, but the gar-
ments are functional, durable and intend-
ed to keep the wearer warm and dry in the
worst weather. The softie shirts feature
the same filling used in Snugpak sleeping
bags and are lighter and more luxurious.

Here’s what [an and Ceri-Anne thought:

Cpl lan Smith, REME

NOT one to turn down a freebie, | eagerly
accepted the chance to test the new Snugpak
softie "buffalo"-style shirt. Our expedition to
Peru promised extreme conditions — two
mountains to climb and the Inca Trail to walk.

| packed the softie as my warm kit (I also
took a fleece as back-up) and discovered the
first bonus was the fact that the shirt is very
light and folds into its own small pouch, cru-
cial when travelling as light as possible. The
shirt proved to be more than warm enough on
Pisco, which is good considering the highest
peak we climbed was over 19,000ft,

Zippered side vents offered adequate cool-
ing when opened and the two large pockets
in the front of the shirt, one of which has
access from either side, are more than up to
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High-tech: Ceri-Anne and lan on Mt Pisco

storing small items of kit such as maps, com-
pass, sunscreen and the odd energy bar.

The pullover design posed no problems
and the thumb-hole loops in the sleeves were
handy when climbing, as was the crotch strap.

The collar is quite high, which was an aid to
wind-proofing, but the piece of fabric covering
the top inch of the zip was irritating as it kept
getting caught, often requiring another pair of
hands to free it. | think the sizes of the shirts
could also be looked at again. They are
designed to be worn next to the skin or with,
at most, a thin layer underneath. My shirt was
classed as large, but for someone with a 42in
chest it was actually a little on the snug side.

Overall a good piece of kit, which would be
a worthy inclusion in anyone’s bergen.

Model attire: Ceri-Anne wears Snugpak’s pile
shirt while lan displays the softie version

LCpl Ceri-Anne Brown, RAMC

MY jacket was fleece-lined and meant to be
worn with no garments underneath. You do get
hot very quickly. These jackets are ideal for
cold conditions, especially on the mountains.
They are very lightweight and compress easily
to fit into luggage.

@ As a result of the feedback from Peru,
Snugpak tell us they have put in two-way
zips on the side vents as afurther improve-
ment; removed the crotch strap from stan-
dard garments (but may supply it as an
optional extra) and are looking again at
the sizing with a view to making each a
little more generous (although the shirts
will still be “snug” to work with maximum
efficiency).

Ian’s point about the irritating zip fabric
(it’s called a comfort fold and is designed
to stop the zip touching skin around the
chin, mouth and neck when in very cold
climates) has also been taken on board.

Find out more at www.snugpak.com
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Multi-national: From left are interpreter Branka Adzaip, Capt Debbie Bradburn, Netherlands WO Hans Hoenis, Iceland’s Maj Hildur Sigur-
dardothir, Canadian Lt Marie-Christian Lamonfague, Pte Stephanie Hennigan, Maj Kristin Agnarsdottir from Iceland and Czech WO Ivana
Zdarkova. In bed is Mrs Janja Suknjaja, recovering from the bite of a poisonous snake. Right: The entrance to Sipovo’s military hospital

Yes, Minister!

Iceland sets great store by its small team at Sipovo's military hospital

Report: Lt Col Robin Hodges
Pictures: Cpl Pete Mobbs

ICELAND is one of the smallest contrib-
utors to SFOR and the two nurses from
that country serving in Bosnia regularly
receive calls from officials at home asking
how things are going.

They are based with the British contin-
gent at R3AMIMU, the unlovely title of the
military hospital in Sipovo.

“Everyone asks what R3IMIMU
stands for,” said Capt Peter Martin
QARANC, 2iC of the Role 3 Multi-
national Integrated Medical Unit.
Unsurprisingly, most people call it
“Sipovo Hospital”.

In addition to its Icelandic contin-
gent, R3MIMU has British, Canadian,
Czech and Netherlands staff. The calls
from Iceland, sometimes from high-rank-
ing ministers, have come as a surprise to
those used to shorter chains-of-com-
mand.

The unit set up shop in 1999 in a dis-
used factory used as an HVO ammo
priming point during the war in Bosnia.
The town’s only real income still comes
from the factory, but now it is earned by
civilians who work for SFOR.

While the outside is uninspiring, a glance
inside reveals a modern, efficient accident
and emergency unit and small hospital.

Forty-seven military staff are divided
into five troops under a Dutch major. His
team can include colonels and even the
occasional brigadier. These senior officers,
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consultants leading specialist teams, are
usually surgeons and physicians.

The hospital’s main task is to treat
SFOR casualties, of which fortunately
there are few. It may also take up to three
civilians a day as its contribution to the
local community and to maintain skills.

Most of the Brits are on short tours.
Capt Kerry Wigglesworth, a specialist
nurse who spent four
months with the unit

Pride of Warrington:

deploys by Cougar

Masked
men: Cpl
Mark
Gatenby
(left) and Lt
Serge Plante,
RCN, in theatre

over Christmas, is back in Sipovo for four
weeks before redeploying to Kosovo.
Tele-medicine has helped to cut staff
numbers. Hi-tech equipment installed by
the Netherlands allows radiographer
CPO Tim Relf, RN, to refer patients by
transmitting x-rays to Utrecht. A consul-
tant there faxes back his medical opinion.

TA SSgt Les Hannah

On the second anniversary of the unit,
the only patient on the ten-bed ward was
a woman who had been bitten by a snake.

Senior nurse Capt Debbie Bradburn’s
ward can be expanded to 25 beds in an
emergency. “The unit can cope with two
seriously wounded casualties requiring
immediate life-saving surgery, two other
seriously wounded and 17 less badly
wounded casualties in a day,” she said.

First to deal with serious cases is Capt
Claire Edwards, QARANC, the resuscita-
tion nurse in Surgical Troop.

In the absence of the real thing, HQ
Multi-national Division (South West)
organises exercises to keep the battle-
groups and the Sipovo-based immediate
response team (IRT) on the ball. SSgt Les
Hannah, a senior operating department
practitioner at Warrington General Hos-
pital and a TA soldier with 374 Head
and Neck Surgical Team, is often the first
IRT member on the scene of an incident,
real or exercise. He deploys in a Cougar
helicopter of the Netherlands Air Force.

“Warrington NHS was not sure about
letting me volunteer for three months, but
helicopter evacuation is becoming more
common in the UK and what I am learn-
ing will be of value at home,” he said.

Much of the outpatient work ends up in
the pathology laboratory, where RAF Sgt
Stephen Simpson recently cleared a mili-
tary kitchen of blame by tracing a salmo-
nella outbreak at Brac adventurous train-
ing centre to a meal soldiers had bought
in the local village.

¢
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Grenadiers get back to basics on Operation Viking Odyssey in Norway

BEING ordered to march 35km
while carrying in excess of 35kgs
sounds like an all-too-common,
albeit very tiring, aspect of Army life.

However, when that route features

two significant mountain ranges and
is concluded by a mock battalion
attack, then the command sounds
somewhat less familiar and more
demanding than the norm.

Such a task greeted the soldiers
of The 1st Battalion, Grenadier
Guards on Exercise Viking Odyssey
in Norway.

No sooner had RFA Sir Bedivere
arrived in Granvin — a small harbour
town at the head of Handanger Fiord

the Guards were deployed on an

= 5 : R 7 il infiltration exercise into the Nordic
Ship to shore: After cross-boarding, ﬂ | hills
the recce platoon disembark at o L g 1 1
Granvin and secure the harbour ready ¥ “ I The SHfen-sity . supei which: was

for the arrival of RFA Sir Bedivere

Stepping out:
Gdsm Hayden
Taylor heads
out from
Granvin on

the equivalent of climbing Mount
Snowdon from sea level twice, often
entailed crossing large rock deposits
left by ice floes. Water supplies were
replenished en-route from freshwa-
ter streams and rivers.

Maj Martin David, o/c the 1st Bat-
talion, Grenadier Guards, said: “As
light role infantry it is our job to be
able to move long distances on foot
and still be able to fight at the other
end - and this exercise has proved
that the battalion is able to achieve
this core task.”

o 1 s B I .
I;'I full flow: Sgt Martin Munro, above, tackles
a river crossing during the arduous hike

IMAGES

. the start of
e the 35km tab o
SR Rl
Giving it all: Gdsm Darren Crease, Queens s
Coy, 1st Battalion, Grenadier Guards during . ’ i
il Ice-cold Exercise Viking’s battle group attack M e
~ Pgly refreshment: LY e
Gdsm Steven
e Mackey takes
time out to get

a chilled refill




Many thanks to all those of you who sent in photographs
of yourselves with Snugpak products as part of our photo
competition promoting the soon-to-arrive Outdoor "Pertex
and Pile"” shirt and the “"Snugpak Softie"” shirt.

We also havji'_'
inset, in what lo

you will go to get your photos published, but we have to kcepm
competition decont!wl had a good laugh choosing the winner,
though. Thanks again and sorry we couldn’t print any more. By now
you should have received your free Snugpak compass key ring - if
not, please bear with us; it will arrive shortly.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON OUR NEW
PERTEX AND PILE OUTDOOR SHIRT OR THE
MORE LUXURIOUS SNUGPAK SOFTIE SHIRT

recerione 01535 654479
MENTIONING SOLDIER MAGAZINE
SEE THE REVIEW ON PAGE 37

A7

Flexible/Service with the Regular Army
L3

Are you a TA officeror soldier
looking for additional service with
the Regular Army?

Are you a Regular Reservist wanting
to return to the Army to do
further service?

From 6'to 42 months in length, If YES
For a Response Pack call
FREEPHONE 0800 028 5533

For further information visit :
www.army.mod.uk/ftrs

Or Speak to your Unit Admin Officer
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rest for scrap

Now

Nl

WHEN 80 specialists from Bordon-
based 104 Battalion REME (V)
were let loose on some Army fuel
tankers (that’s a Truck Tank Fuel or
TTF) it really was a case of TTFN
(TaTa For Now).

Their four-day mission at the
Land Vehicle Holding Unit at
Ludgershall was to strip vehicles
classified as beyond economical
repair and reclaim the various bits
and pieces for spares. With the cur-
rent tanker fleet running on longer
than expected, there is a lack of
major assemblies and other critical

components not readily available from

trade.
The specialists — made up of vehicle
mechanics, vehicle electricians, metal-

smiths and armourers — divided them-
selves into ten-man teams to work on the
tankers in a “production line”, each con-

centrating on one part of the vehicle.
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then get rid of the

Breakers: Taking it apart are, left to right, Cpl Mark
Hayes, Cfn Duncan Squires, SSgt Stephen Gille-
spie, Cin David Davies and LCpl John Griffiths

First the fuel tank and cab went, fol-
lowed by the engine and gearbox. The
wheel stations were cut away before the
chassis could be cut into three bits and
thrown into the scrap bin.

By close of play, the REME team had
stripped six complete vehicles, three half
vehicles . . . and repaired two.

David Mapes is Assistant Director of Credit
Action and will be pleased to answer
specific questions addressed to the Editor.
These will be treated in confidence.

Holiday
horrors

Did we really spend that much
on holiday?

When the statements start to arrive after
holidays do you dread opening the enve-
lope? It's easy to spend on holiday. Espe-
cially when the children seem to want things
all the time — ice creams, drinks, rides at the
fair. And eating out can be expensive, not to
mention the costs of drinks — they can really
hit the pocket or the plastic.

And then the bills (electricity, gas, council
tax and car tax) always seem to come at the
same time and after holidays, too.

Borrow, dig into savings or
ignore it (they’ll go away)

These are three possible options. Bor-
rowing generally costs money (family and
friends tend to charge low interest). You can
consider a loan or leave it on the credit
card. Either way it will cost money.

Maybe you have several cards and you
can switch around from one to another for a
while longer. This “robbing Peter to pay
Paul” can work for a while but it usually
costs interest and a lot of anxiety. You have
to keep ahead of the game.

You may have savings to fall back on. If
you do it may hurt a bit (especially if you've
been saving for that something special -
like a new car). But the cost is the loss of
interest and, maybe, a bit of pride.

Many try to ignore it, hoping that it will all
go away. Unfortunately the creditors don't
forget. They expect payment for what
they've loaned you - with interest.

Life is a series of decisions and conse-
quences. We have to make decisions about
what we do and there are always conse-
guences.

Stop. Face it head-on

If you feel that your finances are out of
control, stop! Look at what's happening to
your money. Sit down and draw up a
budget. Yes, it's the answer. Make a deci-
sion to do something. Someone once told
me that 80 per cent is “getting there”. The
biggest step is to make a start to do some-
thing (like jogging or going to the gym).
Once you've decided to make a start, it's
usually a lot easier than you think.

You can call for help if you want support.
Call the HelpLine and a counsellor will talk
you through the process. Get a copy of A
Self-help Guide to Dealing With Personal
Debt, work through the steps and you'll be
surprised how good it can feel to be getting
in control of your money.

0800 591084
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Goal addick: Jonatan Johansson lobs Derby County’s Mart Poom to give last season’s Premiership newcomers a 2-2 draw at Pride Park

Picture: Tom Morris

Charlton Athletic striker Jonatan Johansson
talks to Soldier about guns, goals and Giggs

Interview: Andy Simms

“IF I’'m honest with myself, I’m terrible at
hitting the target,” Jonatan Johansson
revealed sheepishly. “I enjoy shooting but
I’m just no.good at it.”

Hardly the sort of admission that you
would expect to hear from the lips of a
player who finished among the Premier-
ship’s leading marksmen last season.

Fortunately for Charlton Athletic the
Finnish international was not referring
to his ability to find the back of the net,
but his skill-at-arms, a passion he dis-
covered — and failed to master — during
his eight-month spell in the Finnish
Army.

And shooting was about the only thing
that Pte Johansson did enjoy about his
brief encounter with life in the Army.

“l hated it at the time,” he said.
“National Service is not compulsory in
Finland but is something that you do
because it is traditional to do so.”

When Johansson turned up for basic
training at the age of 20 he was already a
household name in Finland having been a
regular in the national squad from the age
of 18. But being a celebrity among the
ranks proved a double-edged sword.

“I chose to hang around with those who
followed football because they were
always willing to help me out,” he said.
“However, there was some jealousy and

people who tried to make things harder
for me because of who I was.”

After three months of square-bashing
and “running about everywhere” Johans-
son completed the remainder of his
National Service with the Finnish equiva-
lent of the Royal Artillery.

And despite his disdain towards pursu-
ing a career in the military, he concedes
that life as a soldier was not all bad.

“I remember a similar bonding to the
kind you experience in a football team — I
still have a lot of good friends from that
time.

“I grew up a lot in the Army,” he added.
“I was just 20 when I joined up, still a wee
boy who had never lived away from home,
it cooled me down and prepared me for
the ordeal of moving abroad and looking
after myself.”

Experience that stood him in good
stead back in civvy street when he moved
from his home-club of TPS Turku to play
for Flora Tallinn in Estonia, and then in
1997 when he signed for Glasgow
Rangers.

“We had such a great team at Rangers.
Gazza was in his prime and Brian Lau-
drup, Marco Negri and Jonas Thern were
all there,” he said. “Just playing alongside
those names in training makes you grow
in confidence and I learned a lot as a
player during that
time.”

But it was Dick

é You cannot get away

SPORT

iilainid’'s sharp shooter

ship. “Ever since I was a kid I have
enjoyed scoring goals and have never
given a second thought about it. So I
guess that it does come naturally to me,”
he said. “But I was lucky that I got off to a
good start at Charlton and that the rest of
the team were playing so well.”

In terms of stature, Charlton may not
be of the same standing as Rangers but
Johansson believes
that his decision

with making mistakes in t© move to The
; = - = Valley and the
the Premiership - if you

Premiership was

Advocaat’s arrival
\ in the Ibrox hot-
seat in 1998 that
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Mandy Hinks (RMAS). 100 backstroke Scott; 3, Sgt John Sreenan (RMP). 50 “You play a better
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CRICKET: Dorset (179-4) beat Army (176-8)
by six wickets; Wiltshire development XI
(152-9) lost to Army (245-4) by 93 runs; Army
U2s Xl (192-9) lost to Royal Signals CC
(193-6) by three wickets; Herefordshire U25
X1 (220-10) lost to Army U25 XI (226-10) by
six runs; Combined Services U25 X| (134-5)
beat Arshad Ayub Cricket Academy (130) by
five wickets; Army (188-5) beat Free
Foresters (106) by 82 runs; Combined
Services (177-5) beat ECB Schools (176-9)
by five wickets; Army (210-2) beat British Fire
Service (208-9) by eight wickets.

GOLF: BFG Inter-corps champions —
Royal Engineers (Cpl Craig Nairn, Capt
Mark Richardson, Sgt Steve West, Sgt Steve
Hutton and SSgt Tony Laslett).

RUGBY LEAGUE: Yeoman Cup, 1st round
~ SEME v 1 RSME (12-36); 7 RHA v 30 Sig
Regt (60-16); 38 Engr Regt v 3 RSME (66-
Q; LD v 11 Sig Regt (52-8); 36 Engr Regt v

SEAE (8-66); 47 AD Sqgn RLC v 2 Sig Regt
(12-24). Quarter final — 38 Engr Regt v LD
(58-10); 1 QLR v 47 Regt RA (68-0); 1
RSME v 7 RHA (44-18); SEAE v 2 Sig Regt
(54-386).

SWIMMING: Army individual
championships, 800 freestyle (men) - 1,
Cpl Stuart Burke (REME); 2, Capt Chris
Stuart (RLC); 3, SSgt John Scott (SEAE).
200 freestyle (women) - 1, Lt Liz Tarr
(REME); 2, Pte Jayne Grey (RA); 3, OCdt Jo
Kelsey (RMAS). 200 freestyle (men) - 1,
Cpl Burke; 2, Spr Carl Bryant (3 RSME); 3,
OCdt Paul Joyce (RMAS). 200 breaststroke
(women) — 1, OCdt Charlotte Argent
(RMAS); 2, OCdt Katy Philip (RMAS); 3,
OCdt Emma Smith (RMAS). 200
breaststroke (men) — 1, Capt lain Brown (3
RSME); 2, OCdt Simon Puxley (RMAS); 3,
Pte Lee Newman (4 GS Med Regt). 100
backstroke (women) - 1, OCdt Claire Pitts
(RMAS); 2, Sig Sara Parker (RS); 3, OCdt

(men) - 1, Sig Kyle Lovell (RS); 2, Cfn
Danny Baker (SEAE); 3, Cpl Karl Simons
(160 Pro Coy). 100 butterfly (women) -1,
OCdt Katy O'Brien (RMAS); 2, Lt Tarr; 3,
Capt Ros Hayes (ATR Pirbright). 100
butterfly (men) - 1, OCdt John Coulthard
(RMAS); 2, Spr Mark Britton (3 RSME); 3,
Sig Tony Davies (RS). 100 breastroke
(women) - 1, Pte Grey; 2, Capt Claire
Watermouth (RMP); 3, OCdt Philip. 100
breaststroke (men) - 1, Sig Carl Renshaw
(1 ADSR); 2, LCpl Paul Angelidi (RS); 3, Sig
Sean Peart (RS). 100 freestyle (women) —
1, LCpl Claire Syme (RA); 2, OCdt Susanna
Peckett (RMAS); 3, Lt Fiona Johnson (RA).
100 freestyle (men) — 1, Capt Brown; 2,
OCdt Coulthard; 3, Cpl Neill Graham
(SEAE). 4 x 25 medley (women) — 1, OCdt
O’Brien; 2, Lt Tarr; 3, Pte Grey. 4 x 50
medley (men) - 1, Capt Stuart; 2, OCdt
Steve Roberts (RMAS); 3, Cfn Baker. 400
freestyle (men) - 1, Cpl Burke; 2, SSgt

short sprint (women) — 1, OCdt O'Brien;
2, Lt Tarr; 3, LCpl Syme. :

TUG OF WAR: Inter-corps
championship finals: 600 kilos - RA B
beat RA A; 680 kilos — RA A beat RE; 560
kilos (women) — RLC beat R Signals; 560
kilos — RA A beat RA B; 640 kilos — RA A
beat RA B.

Inter-Services championship finals:
680 kilos — Army A beat Army B; 600
kilos — Army B beat Army A; 720 kilos —
Army B beat Army A; 560 kilos = Army A
beat Army B; 640 kilos — Army A beat
Army B.

Tri-Services championship finals:
600 kilos - Civil Service A beat Combined
Services (CS) A; 680 kilos — CS A beat
Police A; 640 kilos — CS A beat Civil
Service A; 640 kilos (open) - Sheen

Farmers beat CS A; Catch — Police A beat
CSA.

Septembér 2001 SOLDIER

SOLDIER September 2001

proved to be a turn-
ing point for the 26-year-old who began
his footballing career as a winger.

In the six-foot Finn, the former Dutch
and PSV Eindhoven manager saw all the
necessary attributes of a traditional
centre-forward. And, as something of a
super-sub, Johansson hit 17 goals that
season, helping Rangers to win the
domestic treble and reach the last 16 of
the UEFA Cup.

His goalscoring exploits caught the eye
of Charlton boss Alan Curbishley, who at
the second time of asking, and for a trans-
fer fee of £3.75m, managed to sign the
man he describes ' as a “natural-born
scorer” in the summer of 2000,

It was a price tag and accolade that
Johansson duly justified by netting 14
times for the Addicks during the London
club’s first season back in the Premier-

standard of football in England,” he said.
“You pass the ball more and the game i1s
played at a lot quicker pace than in Scot-
land.

“You cannot get away with making mis-
takes in the Premiership — if you play
badly you will lose. In Scotland you could
have a bad game and still win comfort-
ably.”

Leading the Charlton attack also gives
Johansson the chance to take on the club
he supported as a boy.

“I have always been a big Manchester
United fan and Ryan Giggs was my big
idol. He is class and is playing in one of
the best teams in the world.

“You can’t not pick United as the
favourites for the title again this year,
although I think Liverpool will have
another good season.”

play badly you will lose 9 the right one. |
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RAF break through
Army's defence to
take championship

ANY hopes that the Army cricket team
harboured of being crowned Inter-Ser-
vices champions were single-handedly
extinguished by the Roval Air Force’s Flt
Lt Paul Singleton on the first day of play
at the Royal Navy’s Burnaby Road head-
quarters in Portsmouth.

Batting first on a damp wicket, the
Army managed to post only 27 runs
before Singleton claimed his first casualty
of the match — Sgt Steve Hole (6) being
dismissed lbw.

Maj David O’Kelly (49) and LCpl
Keith Ford (7) appeared to have settled
the Army innings until Singleton (4-21)
returned to the fray, and in the space of
two overs took three wickets at a cost of
just three runs.

Resolute performances from SSgt Tony
Pick (36) and Maj Jim Cotterill (45 not
out) helped save Army blushes and were
instrumental in guiding the team to a final
total of 176 for seven.

The RAF’s experienced openers, JT
Mark Bray (53) and FS Glyn Lumb
(43), all but condemned the Army to
defeat with a match-winning partner-
ship before the airmen eased their way
to a comfortable eight-wicket victory.

However, a slender three-wicket victo-
ry over the Roval Navy on the final day of
the tournament will have gone a long way
to restoring pride in the Army ranks.

Picture: Graeme Main

Picture: Graeme Main

Title hopes skittled

In the swing of things: Maj Jim Cotterill (RA) leads the Army'’s fightback against the RAF

Lt Alex Senneck showed no sign of a
confidence problem when faced by the
Navyv bowlers, hitting an unbeaten 115
that powered the Army to 263 for six and
a deserved man-of-the-match award.

In reply, the Navy’s chase for the target

was thwarted by the bowling of Hole (3-
21) and Cotterill (3-63), and the home
side finished on 239 for eight.

4 The RAF (181-9) beat the RN (92)
by 89 runs to claim the Inter-Services
title.

Usual suspects triumph

A FAMILIAR list of names paraded the
silverware during the Thales-sponsored
Army tennis championships at the Alder-
shot Tennis Centre.

Much to the expectations of the seed-
ing committee, the men’s final was a
carbon-copy of last year’s tournament,
with Capt Austin Coventry (RE), pic-
tured left, finishing as runner-up to Maj
Nigel Watts (AAC), who celebrated his
14th championship title with a 6-2, 6-3
victory.

Coventry exacted his revenge in the
final of the open doubles competition,
where, alongside Capt Olly Gardner (R
Signals), he beat defending champions
Watts and Capt Ally Mills (REME) 6-1,
3-6, 6-3.

The star of the women’s singles was

I e .

2nd Lt Nell Mead (RAMC), who took
the title in her first appearance at the
championships, beating Maj Lorna Wood
(AGC (ETS)) 7-6, 6-2 in the final.

Coupled with a mixed doubles win
alongside WO2 Eric Simpson (APTC),
Mead enjoyed a dream debut and was jus-
tifiably awarded the title of “most promis-
ing newcomer”.

Other results: Women’s doubles — OCdt
Sasha Macey (REME) and Sgt Fiona Stapley
(RLC) beat Maj Susie Greenwood (QARANC)
and SSgt Hilary Grieg (AGC) 6-1, 6-4.

Men’s veterans — Brig Barry Reeves
(Retd) beat Maj Clyde Aylin.

Inter-arms and corps doubles - AAC
(Maj Watts and Maj Bill Herlihy) beat RLC
(Maj Daryl Amison and LCpl Jamie Friend)
6-3, 6-2.
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Reds rock rugby's
professional ranks
at Twickenham

Report: Roger Thompson
Pictures: Graeme Main

IN rugby terms, lifting a major trophy at
the home of rugby is as hard as it gets.

Winning the Safari Sevens in Nairobi
and the Welsh Cwmtawe Saithiau in
Swansea was no preparation for the Mid-
dlesex Sevens at Twickenham.

Drawn from six regiments, the Army
team came face-to-face with rugby giants
Wasps, Bath, Saracens and Newcastle
Falcons, and the chance to prove that “be
the best” was a fair accolade was not lost
on the individuals involved.

Competition for places in the starting
line-up was bow-string tight yet all knew
that success in any measure required a
team effort because the path ahead lay via
the London Wasps and Bath — probably
the best England has to offer.

In the Army’s opening match the fusion
of Fijian and English styles was apparent
and the ball flowed sweetly through ten dif-
ferent pairs of hands without the Wasps
getting within yvards of a red shirt. Pte Saula
Roko (RGBW) touched down the winning
try leaving former gunner Josh Lewsey
(Wasps and England) looking crestfallen.

SPORT

Army beat the best

Partners in crime: Pte Epeh Oohklbua (RS) and Pte Saula Roko (HGBW) sprint 1owards the
Newcastle try-line during the Army’s historic 45-21 win in the final of the Middlesex Sevens

Against Bath the Army played tantalis-
ing rugby and at the end of a 22-12 victo-
ry the Army manager was summoned to
the press box. Disbelieving, cynical eyes
stared into space as it was recounted,

slowly for the second time, that the Army

team were ordinary soldiers from North-
ern Ireland, Kosovo and Belize.

In the semi-finals the Army continued
to shock the gathered sporting press. Up

- il

Tricky customer: Gdsm Alfred Vakacakavanua's (SG) name caused the BEC commentary
team almost as much trouble as his surging runs caused the Bath defence at Twickenham
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against a Saracens team brimming with
quality, the Army, led by Pte Apolesi
Satala and Pte Bul Bulumakau (both RS),
were well-marshalled at the back and
from a secure defensive platform scored
three superb tries to seal a 21-12 win.

The ultimate dream suddenly looked
like becoming a reality. Army coach Maj
Andy Hickling asked his willing troops
for one final effort and they delivered.
The final against Newcastle Falcons, a
gruelling ten minutes each way in teem-
ing rain, provided the reds with an oppor-
tunity to display flair, speed and stamina.

With the Twickenham crowd behind
them, the Army’s troops cut down the
Falcons, running in seven tries, five of
which were converted by team captain
and man-of-the-tournament Capt
Howard Graham (AGC).

This was a triumph for skill, personal
commitment and sheer spirit, and the
champagne moments will be remem-
bered for years to come. Graham’s 70m
sprint to the Saracens try-line;
Bulumakau and Gnr Andy Dawling’s (7
Para RHA) skill at turning the art of
defence into attack; Apolesi’s manic
tackling; Pte Mathew Raikoso (RS) scor-
ing the final try of the day; Roko’s ability
to outwit and outsprint professional
defences and Gdsm Alfred Vakacakavan-
ua’s (SG)two tries in the grandstand final
will all go down in Army rugby folklore.

It had taken a year to mould together an
Army team capable of being crowned
champions of England at Twickenham.
That really is as good as it gets.
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Victory in the valleys

FRESH from winning the Safari Sevens
in Nairobi, the British Army rugby
sevens squad collected the Welsh Sevens
trophy at Cwmtawe.

In the final of the high-profile tourna-
ment, which was contested by 24 teams,
the Army came face-to-face with Samu-
rai Ecosse and ran home 22-14 winners.

RLC's triathlon treble

THE Royal Logistic Corps monopolised
the winner’s podium at the Army
triathlon championships in
Bournemouth with Capt Chris Stuart,
Capt Richard Brady and WO2 Stuart
Dinwoodie finishing first, second and
third respectively.

Plain sailing for sappers

NEAR perfect weather conditions greet-
ed the 65 competitors who contested the
Army windsurfing championships on the
waters of Portland Harbour.

Taking full advantage of the driving
wind, the Royal Engineers sailed to their
first inter-corps championship trophy.

MoD’s Channel hoppers
A TEAM consisting of four soldiers, a
Royal Marine and a member of the
Defence Evaluation and Research
Agency (DERA) swam from Dover to
Cap Griz-Nez in France in aid of the
National Blood Service, SSAFA and
Macmillan Cancer Relief.

MoD staff Lucy Whitman, Maj John
Whitman, Maj Richard Brent, Maj
Bryan Hemmings, Maj Felix Gedney
and Maj Justin Holt completed the 21-
mile crossing of the English Channel in
15 hours and 56 minutes.

The team received pledges of more than
100 gallons of blood for the National
Blood Service. All financial donations will
be divided between the other two charities.

Paddlers at the ready

THE 2001 Army canoe slalom champi-
onships will be held between September 24
and 29 at Llandysul, South Wales, and are
open to all Army paddlers. Contact 2nd Lt
Alex Burt on 94251 2473 for more details.

The ice camp cometh

THIS year’s Banner Business Supplies-
sponsored ice camp will be held over two
one-week courses (November 3-11 and
10-18) in Igls, near Innsbruck, in Aus-
tria. The camp is designed to allow sol-
diers to experience the thrills and spills of
driving a bobsleigh, skeleton or luge.

The cost, including travel and full
board, will be in the region of £325.
Anyone interested should contact Maj
Pete McClellan by fax on 94674 8714 or
01449 728714.

That winning feeling: Pte Natasha Campbell (7 Para RHA) sprints over the finish line in the
women’s 4 x 100 metre relay race and into the arms of an Aldershot Garrison team-mate

'REME kick-start season

THE British Army (Germany) and the
Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engi-
neers (Germany) motor-cycle champi-
onships were held at Achmer Ranges
near Osnabrtick.

Dubbed Exercise First Ride, the
competition attracted competitors
from both Germany and the UK, and
included a guest team of Bundeswehr
riders from Panzerlehrbrigade 9, a
tank training unit based at Miinster.

The championships comprised two
23km cross-country circuits and a
challenging motocross section against
the clock.

All riders used standard Army issue
350cc Harley Davidsons or Bundeswehr
185cc two-stroke Hercules bikes.

LCpl Darren Hesleton (1 AAC
Wksp) booked his place in next
month’s Army championships by win-
ning both the BA(G) and REME(G)
titles.

Sgt Gaz Paterson (16 Sig Regt,
LAD), pictured right, finished as

\runner—up in both competitions.
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RLC athletes scoop
inter-unit honours

Pictures: Steve Dock

MONTHS of arduous training and
preparation finally paid dividends for 3
(CS) Regiment RLC in the Army Inter-
Unit athletics championships held at
Aldershot’s military stadium.

The loggies dominated proceedings
from the opening race of the Answers 4 U
and Account(@nt Online-sponsored event,
and finished the day sporting the Major
Units title, the women’s team title, the
1,500 metres team cup, and both the field
and track event trophies.

Among the champions’ star performers
was Sgt John Porter, who won the
3,000m steeplechase in a time of 9min
47sec — 12.99sec ahead of the chasing
pack.

The Minor Units competition was a
much closer affair with only four points
separating eventual champions ATR
Bassingbourn and runners-up ATR Lich-
field.

Full results: Major Units (after 19 events)
—1,3(CS) Regt RLC (281.5pts); 2, 1 Cheshire
(234pts); 3, 11 Sig Regt (182pts); 4, 21 Sig
Regt (173pts); 5, 35 Engr Regt (167pts); 6, 3
RSME (146pts); 7, 3 (UK) Div & Sig Regt
(144.5pts).

Minor Units (after 18 events) — 1, ATR
Bassingbourn (126pts); 2, ATR Lichfield
(122pts); 3, 280 Sig Sqn (107pts); 4, 14 Geo
San RE (103pts).

Women’s (after 15 events) — 1, 3 (CS)
Regt RLC (99pts); 2, 3 (UK) Div & Sig Regt
(90pts); 3, Aldershot Garrison (82pts); 4, 11
Sig Regt (82pts); 5, 21 Sig Regt (75pts); 6,
280 Sig Sgn (50pts); 7, ATR Bassingbourn
(41pts). 4

¢ THE Army recorded a slender
victory over their rivals in the Inter-
Services decathlon championships at
RAF Cosford.

Strong performances from LCpl
Chad Chaddock, Pte Gez Manville,
Sgt Chris Oakes and Sgt Neil Rutter-
ford steered the Army to a 16,580
points total = just 24 points ahead of
the Royal Air Force in second - and
the title. The RAF exacted their
revenge in the heptathlon champi-
onships, beating the Army by 1,771
points and the Royal Navy by 2,434,

In the 10,000m championships, SSgt
Rod Leach finished first with a time of
31min 34.9sec — just 1.8sec shy of the
record he set last year.
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On the home straight: Sgt John Porter (3
CS Regt RLC), above, charges for the finish
line in the men’s 3,000m steeplechase

Stone’s throw from victory: Cpl Seiriol
Hughes (ATR Litchfield) takes second
place in the men’s shot with a 10.83m throw

FIXTURES

Your sporting guide
to September . . .

ATHLETICS: 2 — World duathlon champi-
onships (Rimini, ltaly), Brighton Olympic-dis-
tance (Brighton); 23 — Army marathon
championships (Manchester), REME triathlon
championships (Sunbury Leisure Centre).

BOXING: 28 — RLC v Southern Counties
(ATR Winchester).

CANOEING: 7-9 — Inter-Services sprint
and marathon championships (River Trent,
Nottingham); 15-16 — Army surf canoeing
championships (Newgale, Pembrokeshire);
24-29 — Army slalom championships (Llandy-
sul, South Wales).

CLIMBING: 12 — Inter-Services champi-
onships (The Foundry, Sheffield).

COARSE FISHING: 22 — Division two
national championships (Grand Union Canal,
Milton Keynes); 26 — Army team champi-
onships (TBC).

CRICKET: 6 — Minor Units final (Alder-
shot); 7 — Major Units final (Aldershot).

CYCLING: 16 — National ten-mile champi-
onships (Northants); 22-23 — Inter-Services
championships (Andover).

FOOTBALL: 17 — Army v Camberley
Town (Aldershot); 24 — Carshalton Athletic v
Army (Carshalton).

GAME FISHING: 6 — Army v EFA (Chew);
18 — Inter-Services championships (Rutland).

GOLF: 1 - Pyle & Kenfig Golf Club v
Army (Pyle & Kenfig GC); 2-5 - Women's
Inter-Services championships (Cumberwell
Park).

MODERN PENTATHLON: 8-9 — Open
(Millfield).

ROUNDERS: 5-7 — Festival of rounders
(Worthy Down).

RUGBY LEAGUE: 7 — Inter-Services chal-
lenge cup, Army v RAF (York); 21 — Inter-Ser-
vices challenge cup, RN v Army (Portsmouth);
26 — Yeoman cup final (Aldershot).

SAILING: 8-9 - Individual dinghy champi-
onships (Netley).

SEA FISHING: 1 — Wessex challenge
(Chesil Beach). |

SHOOTING: 1 — Target shooting open
(Bisley); 4 — Inter-Services and inter-corps
clay target championships (Shugborough
shooting ground, Stafford).

TENNIS: 6-7 — 4 Div championships (Army
Tennis Centre, Aldershot).

TRIATHLON: 9 — National and Inter-Ser-
vices middle-distance championships (Llan-
beris, Wales); sprint championships
(Cotswold).

TUG OF WAR: 1 — Braemar games (Scot-
land); 19-24 — European championships
(Switzerland).

VOLLEYBALL: 24-25 - Inter-division and
inter-corps championships (Larkhill).

B Got a date for the diary? E-mail the
details to fixtures @soldiermagazine.co.uk
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Notloe to Investors

The following rates of interest will apply from midnight Thursday 17th May 2001.

B Skipton Services
Home Savings Scheme

PREVIOUS NEW
GROSS P.A./AER GROSS P.A./AER
5.75% 5.50%
Interest will be paid or credited after deduction of income tax at the
lower rate of 20% or, subject to the required certification, gross. AER
stands for Annual Equivalent Rate and illustrates what the interest

rate would be if interest was paid and added each year.

Principal Office, The Bailey, Skipton, North Yorkshire BD23 1DN
Telephone: 01756 705034  www.skipton.co.uk
A member of the Building Societies Association

Military
Marketing
International

Suppliers of Plaques, Clocks and other presentation pieces
Also T-shirts, sweatshirts, baseball caps, etc.

NEW
NET PA.
4.40%

SKIPTON

BUILDING SOCIETY
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In good company with most
Regiments and Corps of the British
Army, we made your Shields for the

Falklands,
the Gulf and now Bosnia and Croatia
and most other UN locations.
Let us design you Regiments and
Operational Shields.

Write for a full colour brochure:

74-77 STEWARD STREET,
SPRING HILL,
LADYWOOD, BIRMINGHAM

B18 7AF
Telephone/fax : 0121 454 5393

Email:mmisales @militarymarketing.co.uk
Website: militarymarketing.co.uk
Minimum order 25 shields — £11.95.

\ No VAT outside the UK. Shieldclocks — £19.00

D

/

Joy’s Roses

& Flowers -
A GIFT OF LOVE

Flowers for all occasions. Not just Christmas/Valentines day/Mother’s day.
But for anniversaries, congratulations, births and birthdays
Flowers sent to any address in the UK & NI

SOMEONE SOMEWHERE IS WAITING TO HEAR FROM YOI
BOUQUET — RED ROSES or PINK or YELLOW or WHITE or MIXED + GYPS

(12 Blooms) ..
BOUQUET - RED RGSES or PINK. nr YELLOW or WHITE or M|XED + GVPS

(24 Blooms) ..

BOUQUET - FHEESIA & FEFINS (40 Bkooms} -
BOUQUET - DE LUXE MIXED FLOWERS (50 Blooms:
BOUQUET - DE LUXE MIXED FLOWERS + FERNS + GYPS (30 Blooms) ............
BOUQUET — CARNATIONS MIXED or RED/YELLOW/PINK/WHITE + GYPS

(30 Blooms) .. 4

BOUQUETS — MIXED FLOWERS RANGE FROM 51 1 50 !o ‘220 00

HOTLINE: 01481 246708

ALL C/Cs ACCEPTED (Please include
start date, exp date, issue number).
CHEQUES MADE PAYABLE TO:

Joy’s Roses & Flowers,Flamingo,

-~ - StSampsons,Guernsey, C.I. GY2 4WB
750 Telephone: (01481) 246708  Fax: (01481) 243406

COSTELLO

Civil & Military Bespoke Tailors

LADIES & GENTS MESS KIT

SPECIALISTS

INTEREST FREE CREDIT
For All Your Uniform, Suit, Blazer and
Accessories Contact:

UK: 020 8478 2780 GERMANY: 05252 4631
UK: 284-294 Ley Street. Iiford Essex 1G1 4BS

WORCESTERSHIRE MEDAL SERVICE LTD
56 Broad Street, Sidemoor, Bromsgrove B61 S8LL

Tel: (01527) 835375 of Fax (01527) 576798

Specialists in Ribbons, Full Size & Miniature Medals
and Medal Mounting either for wear or display.

Medals pruftssionall_v mounted to the highest standards
Two day service on most mounting work
We have over 20 years experience and pride uursc.lus
on the qudllh and efficiency of our
Send SAE, phone or email us for a copy of our comprehe

See our website for full details of all ¢
“Secure on-line ordering on our website”

WWW, remedals.com

Email: wms@worcmedals.com
Credit card orders accepted
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GIRAFFE HOUSE |

Frank Finch has made ten
changes in detail to one of his
drawings taken from our
archive. Circle the differences
in the lower image, cut out
the whole panel, add your
name and address and send
to HOAY 718, Soldier,
Ordnance Road, Aldershot,
GU11 2DU by September

First correct entry drawn
after the closing date will win
£100; the second and third
will receive £10 gift vouch-
| S 28] ers. No correspondence of

A photocopy 1s acceprable, but
only one entry per person may
be submitted.

Do not include anything

any kind can be entered into.
The names of the winner

and runners-up will be

announced in the November

else in your envelope. issue.

(Name - (Give initials and rank or title) 3
. Tt
("Address - ki
\ J

July issue (No 716): First correct entry drawn was from LCpl K
Rowden, of 76 Bde Sp Sqn, 2CS Regt RLC, Gutersloh, who
wins £100. Runners-up Mrs D Hewitt, of 24 (Irish) Bty, 15 Regt
RA, Larkhill and Mr R York, of St Thomas, Exeter, each receive
a £10 gift voucher. The ten differences were: Smaller cloud;
bird’s crest; baby giraffe’s markings; mother giraffe's tail;
small tree; left-hand hackle; windscreen and headlamp; moun-
tain peak; vegetation.

“So if someone points a gun at you, just

put your finger in the barrel like this.”
Write your own funny caption for the photograph, right, first
published in Soldier in August 1950. The best, in the Editor’s
opinion, will win a prize from our silver logo collection.
Usual rules apply and entries should reach us by August 31.

FUNNIEST caption, in our
opinion, for the July image (left)
was “Bed checks for recruit
training just aren’t the same
any more” from Sgt A Wanbon,

DNBCC, Winterbourne Gunner,
Wilts. There were plenty more on
the same theme, including “The
Army’s latest recruiting drive
was still in its early stages”
from Pte Gall, AGC(SPS), 1 RHF,
Inverness; “This cloning
recruitment scheme will save
the Government millions” from

SOLDIER September 2001

LCpl Esty, HQ Brunei Garrison; Type-Z accommodation

“Sgt Smith pondered the new softened up new recruits”; M
‘softly-softly’ approach to Burgess of Bentley, South Yorks,
recruits”; and “The need for came up with “Typical. The pads
Army recruits had reached a always get the big-screen TVs

dire stage” from Lucinda

Hutchinson of Shaftesbury, Dorset.
LCpl P White of Launceston,

Cornwell suggested “The new

first”; and D Clarke, of Kelty, Fife,
reckoned “ | knew | should have
taken my mates with me”.
Whatever can he mean?



SCHOOLS
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MOFFATS SCHOOL

for BOYS & GIRLS 4to 13

A happy family school in beautiful countryside
on the SHROPSHIRE/WORCESTERSHIRE border
proud of our long association with Service families
@ Most of our pupils are full boarders
o Small classes: high all-round achievement without stress
o Expert help and support for dyslexia and other special needs
o Classwork balanced by many activities incl. music, art & drama
o All games and riding taught in our 100-acre grounds
o Our own escorts to and from major stations and all UK airports
o Hospitality and fun for children in half-terms and exeats
o Affordable fees for Service personnel

Kinlet Hall
Nr Bewdley
Wores DY 12 3AY

Tel: (01299) 841230

SERVICE
CHILDREN'S

EDUCATION

Service Children’s Education
(United Kingdom)
Do you require information on
boarding schools?

Do you have concerns about your

child’s education?

Avre you having problems gaining
a school place for your child?

Contact SCE (UK) for advice,
support & information.

HQ Service Children’s Education (UK),
Trenchard Lines, Upavon, Pewsey, Wiltshire SN9 6BE
Telephone Helpline: 01980 618244 Mil: 94344 8244
Fax: 01980 618245 Mil: 94344 8245

QUEEN VICTORIA SCHOOL
Set in 45 acres of beautiful Perthshire countryside offering:

*k Stable and uninterrupted co-educational
boarding for 11-18 year olds

** Quality education including school
clothing at low cost - termly fees

*  Overall RUFH teacher ratio 8.5 to 1; total
school

¢ Eligibility includes children of Service
personnel who are serving or have served
in Scotland

** Warm friendly and lively atmosphere
where pastoral care takes a hlgh priority

* School hospital and resident Sister

#* Full range of curriculum following the
Scottish educational system

* Extensive programme of sport, music and
extra-curricular activities

%k Easily accessible by road, rail or air

Visits to the school are welcome at any time.

For Prospectus and further information or an appointment, please write or telephone:
The Headmaster, Queen Victoria School,
Dunblane, Perthshire FK15 0JY
Tel: 0131-310-2901 or (01786) 822288
Fax: 0131-310-2926

® The Duke of York’s School has excellent exam
® Itis a 100% boarding school for 500 pupils
® With outstanding facilities and a strong ‘

® Subsidised fees for sons and daughters of

@

The Duke of York s Royal

Military School, Dover

founded in 1803

“LOOKING FORWARD WITH CONFIDENCE -
LOOKING BACK WITH PRIDE”

The unique boarding school for children of service personnel.

results across a broad curriculum, and high
expectations in all that it does

providing precisely the caring, secure and
stable environment needed for service children

reputation in sport, music and drama, pupils
are given many opportunities to excel

serving and retired service personnel

Full enquiries to: Headmaster, The Duke of York’s
Roval Military School, Dover CT15 5EQ

Phone: (01304) 245024 Fax: (01304) 245019
E-mail: duke @ easynet.co.uk
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RANNOCH SCHOOL

Co-Educational Day & Boarding 10-18. Admissions 11+, 13+, 16+
Places for September 2001 still available

INSPIRATION & CHALLENGE

»~ = Self-awareness -~ Personal goals =~
~~ Motivation =~ Individual effort =~
~ = Teamwork =~ Community support = >
~ > Personal bests =~ Academic achievement...

... in the classroom, on the playing fields, on the
loch, in the mountains, as part of the community.

@ Be inspired by our magnificent setting
® Experience the challenge . . . the spirit of
RANNOCH SCHOOL

A warm welcome awaits you
Call Helen McGregor on 01882 632 332

Admissions@Rannoch.co.uk www.Rannoch.co.uk

RANNOCH, BY PITLOCHRY, PERTHSHIRE
Headmaster: ARTHUR ANDREWS

Rannoch School is registered in Scotland as an educational charity

At Blue Coat we educate

tOMOITOW'S high fliers

Open Days 2001-2002

Saturday, October 6th 10.00-12.15
Saturday, January 19th 10.00-13.00

v Co-educational, day (2-13) and boarding (7-13)

v High reputation among Service Families
v 20 minutes form Birmingham International Airport
v Generous Awards

T: 00 44 (0)121 456 3966
F: 00 44 (0)121 454 7757
E: admissions@bluecoat.bham.sch.uk

rrf#_ﬁ\ W: www.bluecoat.bham.sch.uk
;- ~
- =

e

_,_“i’m

the

B Blue
" Coat

school

Somerset Road, Edgbaston,

Highfield School

Liphook, Hants GU30 7LQ
Tel 01428 728000 Fax 01428 728001

Highfield is a co-educational boarding
and day preparatory school for 170

children aged 7-13. Set in 175 acres of
woodland playing fields with a
purpose-built pre-prep in the grounds.

@ Offers outstanding preparation for CE and
scholarships to all leading senior schools

® An excellent tradition in music, drama and art

® Superb grounds and expert coaching in all the major
sports

® A wide variety of evening and weekend activities for
boarders

@ Easy access to London, A3 and airports

® Bursaries available to Forces and clergy families.

To visit or ask for a prospectus, ring 01428
728000 or email office @highfieldschool.org.uk
Website - www.highfieldschool.org.uk

Birmingham B17 OHR.
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WOODHOUSE GROVE

together with its Preparatory School
Bronte House, welcomes the children
of serving members of HM Forces.

Situated in delightful countryside
between Leeds and Bradford,
with immediate access to airport,
railway and motorways. The
schools are fully co-educational
(900 boys and girls 3-18).
:~Generous allowances for Forces r
personnel in addition to the
MOD Boarding Allowance.

The Headmaster’s secretary will H
be pleased to send full details and
prospectus if you telephone

(0113) 250 2477

APPERLEY BRIDGE,
WEST YORKSHIRE BD10 ONR

A registered Charity which exists to provide education for children
Registered Charity No. 529205 )
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cal: +49 (0) 5241 212577

»

Vi k\u\[{u\&(uon\uw

40 Commercial Street ® Rothwell ® Leeds » 1526 0AW » UK
Tel: +44 (0) 113 2 880 880 » Fax: +44(0) 113 2 880 864
E-mail: service@vgoodtailors.co.uk * Website: wwwvgoodtailors.co.uk
| - m m m m - - - . )

*RLC/AGC, D&D, Staffords
£325 (inc VAT & rank) + pap

- =

wuwuw. 7”(388(11"@88 com
*RTR, RRF *+ £10 Postage

“RE, R Sig, RAMC, REME, RA,
Guards Div, Paras, Kings,
Queens, AAC, Cheshire, KORBR
2345 (inc VAT, rank, shirt & tie) + p&p
£365 (inc VAT & rank) + p&p
*George boots £75, most medals from £12 (« pap) including Courtmounting
PLEASE ADD £50 IF YOU REQUIRE PERSONAL VISIT
MADE-TO-MEASURE TAILORING
85 STEWART ROAD, BOURNEMOUTH BHS8 SNZ
Tel: 01202 302846 Fax: 01202 383874

Email: sales@messdress.com

Visit our website for secure online shopping

f;: U;\HORMAL

The Hrghfsr Quabn and Value for Money

in Military Tailoring for Over 30 Years'
INTEREST FREE CREDIT

UK TEL: 0113 282 6102 FAX: 0113 282 1457

VAN DUNGIE HOUSI
MEYNELL AVENUE, ROTHWELL. LEEDS LS26 ONU

FREEPHONE: 0800 9803551

@ MICHAEL JAY
OQur unbeatable

MESS DRESS
INCLUDES 0ﬁer

H’ 11 day Make or |
i 18 hr EXPRESS
l Lowest prices
i Best jit

& Highest quality
B Best payment terms
Local agent (o measure in most areas

Tel:01449 614602 Fax:01449 614604 I

BODYGUARD

TRAINING

For 15 years we have been at
the forefront of the Close
Protection Industry. We need
men & women to train for a new
and exciting career. Apply for
our free information pack today.

01372 726252

www.excelsecurity.co.uk
The Coach House West Street Epsom KT18 7RL

Exclusive HAND CUT
TAILORING

EPAULETTE SLIDES
(All ranks)
With/without sub-titles.
Most units available

Trade Badges,
Formation Patches,
Wings, D/Z Flashes.

SEND SAE FOR PRICE LIST TO:

INSIGNIA

As our customers say
The service is simply unbeatable
5 TOMO BUSINESS PARK STOWMARKET SUFFOLK IP14 5AY

PO BOX 12, NEWPORT, ISLE OF WIGHT PO30 4QL

OMMISSIONS ACCEPTED

I TROPHIES & AWARDS
FOR EVERY OCCASION

(Golfing awards a speciality)

Presentation awards
Trophies & Incentives

‘ Salvers & Figurines
Hand cut crystal
Hole in one awards
Engraving

Large range to suit any budget.
Discounts available.
| For free 2001 colour brochure contact:
ASTER DESIGNS
I’(] Box 5755, Dept. S.M. Chelmsford, CM2 9UW
45 260069
Email: aster.designs @dial.pipex.co.uk

DEBT PROBLEMS"

Are your outgoings more than your income?

Are your creditors threatening you with:
Court summons, Solicitors, Bankruptcy, Bailiffs,

Debt collectors, Disconnection, Attachment of earnings? 3

If you can answer yes to any of the above, then contact us
now. We provide realistic solutions for all debt problems
without the need to borrow more money.
Telephone (0044) 01329 515532
for a FREE and CONFIDENTIAL consultation.

Or visit our website: Wwww.wellbeingservices.co.uk

WELLBEING SERVICES

1
l Export orders welcome
I
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Competitive rates from a Competifive Company.

' Let us fake care of your Design and Colour Prinfing.
M E D A L S Q Over 30 years nxperjéface printing for the Army
& 3
Replaced in record time N @ S b
FULL SIZE & MINIATURE
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE

Write or phone for quotation - X :

RAYMOND D HOLDICH TONegc Olou;

Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre. 7 Whitcomb Street London
WC2H THA Contact Captain Eddie McCc

Tel: 020 7930 1979 Fax: 020 7930 1152 Tel: (01686) 624137 Fax: (01686) 624628 Mobile: 07802878

. : E-mail: info.i int@virgin.net
www.rdhmedals.com E-mail:rdhmedals@aol.com - ; 5ot 9 e

TAx FREE EMBROIDERED LEISUREWEAR

Wide range of quality garments. ~ Low minimum order.
=a il * BIG SAVINGS UK TAX PAID TOO!

Full colour brochure.  Caps & Printed garments supplied
Free embroidery proof. No origination charge.
ALL To get the very best all-round package
just call the SCE Information line - now!

Embroidered Polos from £6.00ea, Sweats £8.00ea, Tskimm ,
(UK) 01367 - 710333 S CE

DR WRITE TO US AT: SCE LTD, PO BOX 177,

48, OId Lane, Birkenshaw, Bradford BD11 m*mmmmm
FARINGDON, OXON, UK, SN7 TEW auto infernational

www.bananamoon.co.uk

B RADGES & WORK FROM HOME
REGIMENTS, IN ANY OF 51 COUNTRIES
LS FULL OR PART TIME

EMBRO'DEHED & PR'NTED Clubs & Rcuni(}fg}‘stglgﬁmoﬂns VISIT THIS WEBSITE

Blazer buttons, medals, ribbons, etc A
SPORTS & LEISURE WEAH SAE appreciated www.gprmarketlng.com
TEES POLOS SWEATSHIRTS SWEATERS TIES g '
RUGBY JERSEYS CAPS.........& MUCH MORE s RAFENG -+ SR80 BT 6699082
FULL DESIGN AND PERSONALISED SERVICE Tel/Fax: 01594 832200 (8am/10pm) YOU'LL BE GLAD YOU DID
FOR QUALITY WEAR - SEND FOR OUR PRICE LIST

JENKINS KNITWEAR

57 Woodbank Drive, Wollaton, Nottingham NG8 2QW
Tel or Fax 0115 928 3628

E-mail: sales @jenkins-wear.co.uk www.jenkins-wear.co.uk

Specialist Legal Advice

Our specialist lawyers are available to assist service

personnel in all areas of the law including conveyancing,
personal injury, family and matrimonial work.

Courts Martial - Gilbert Blades and his team are well known
throughout the country for their courts martial expertise

You can be sure of the highest standard of legal advice

For your FREE co
following addre

Wilkin SPECIAL AIR-SE

St. George’s Works, St. George’
. Chapman Lancaster, Lancashire, LA1
| Epton Tel: 01524 64204 - Fax: 01524
Blades Commusity Email: info@sass-kit.fsbusiness.co.u
. S Website: www.sass-kit.fsbusiness.co
Solicitors SRR YT T T :
Please send me your latest catalogue:
Contact: : ]
Gilbert Blades or Nigel Burn at Bank Street, Lincoln iName. .............................................................................. . Lt e
FE (SR & Haada tmig atHios Douts Gr PAGATESE: .ova.ivssemnsarissnmnnss iamnsnaopagis vt e tente et e R SR

Tel: (01522) 527836 after 6pm

or email nburn@wilkinchapman.co.uk
Other offices at Grimsby, Cleethorpes, Louth and Horcastle  mves TOR TN FBOPLE
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powrroan B EMBROIDERED LEISUREWEAR & BADGES
Treks UK Plus PRINTED T-SHIRTS & SWEATSHIRTS
NEPAL - TIBET - BUTAN Embroidered garmentsT- hree original 24;-6 CAPS
m L printed sweats and T-shirts, min. qgty. ) _
grosgre b omg i g LA g BADGES-EMBROIDERED - min. qty, 25 St =
N D s cher yus W ENAMELLED - min. 100
12 years experience with trekking 3 + BLAZER BADGES - min. 5
groups from the MOD(A). : TIES — Woven - min. 50
We provide :m ﬂo:e?:fet:;szmoe with _TRour Printed - min. 36 )
disoatmt p ST e y Also - BASEBALL CAPS - min. 50
MOUNTAIN BIKING, JUNGLE SAFARIS SPORTS BAGS - min. 50
F:'r‘dmu-mmu bmohun'l’nl:m‘mz!sra‘ll‘:v e, GOLF UMBRELLAS - min. 25
Visit our website: www.gorkha-treks.com WRITE, PHONE or FAX for colour broc

- L
Ensgn to Kilcreggan. Dunbartonshire G84 QJN
MOTIFS

www.ensignmotifs.co.uk

Wy o —
~“TEL: 0143684 2581/2716; FAX: 0143684 2854

VISTA TIES

are Tie Manufacturers and can supply

Ny,

SWEATERS SWEATSHIRTS

EPAULETTE SLIDES @} MICHAEL JAY

For officers or other ranks.
With or without unit designation. your existing tie or design you a new one

also UNIFORMS Please send us a picture of your badge

s c or cypher and we will post a free coloured
DR'AB NAM E TAPE‘J MADE TO MFASURE visual with a quotation.......OVER 300
1 Sets of six) OR's and Officers Mess Dress DIFFERENT REGIMENTAL TIES IN STOCK
! _ OR's and Officers No. 2 Dress
Any quantity supplied OR's and Officers No.1 Dress
: ) British Warm Overcoats
S.A.E. for price list S.B. Blazers
Regimental D.B. Blazers
Suppliers of Sweatshirts, Polo Shirts, Lancashire Sports Jg““ets i Trousers
T/Shirts Hooded Sweatshirts, Rugby 3 SEIICT o
Jerseys, Baseball Caps and many Embrotdery Lounge Suits VISTA TIES
other items. All can be printed or - . ] . 28 HIGH STREET
embroidered. Send for a free colour & Ins’g”’“ Ltd 48Hr. or 2Week Make up * MERSTHAM
catalogue and price list. Knowsley Industrial Michael Jay Tailoring
Park .‘\"orlb, Ki kb)’. £y 5 TOMO BUSSJEES?;;?:';TWMAMET SURREY RH1 3EA
Liverpool L33 7SA. TECOHAS BIA0R FVGDIFRR A Tel:01737 645113 Fax:01737 645892

Phone: 0151-546 5161
Fax: 0151-549 1128

BEST NEW-CAR DISCOUNTS &

SUPPLIER OF ALL INCLUSIVE EMBROIDERY
AND PRINTING

d
oF
¢
=

VISTA SPORTS LTD
28 HIGH STREET
MERSTHAM
SURREY RH1 3EA
Tel: 01737 645113
Fax: 01737 645892

n lee-Shirts- Sweatshirts-Polos
\ Hooded Sweatshirts-Fleece Jackets
W Base Ball Hats [

‘ Detaits Fron =
I3 Nottingham Screen Prints. 10, Park Road.
: Woodthorpe. Notttingham. NG5 4HR
Tel: 0115 9676262 Fax: 0115 0262599
E Mail: nottmsp@tesco.net

www.advancedcarexports.com
12 Whitehall, Lidlington, Beds. MK43 0RS

For the very best deals
Call: (UK) 01525 406 206
Fax: 01525 403 999
Internet REGIMENTAL BROOCHES
- DIRECT FROM THE MANUFACTURERS
Se rv I c e S Many regiments’ gold brooches in stock
Commissions for that special item undertaken
for the

T Army

SUPERB DIAMOND-SET BROOCHES MADE TO ORDER

JM.BICKERTON

Manufactunng Jewellers
23 Vyse Street, Birmingham B18 6LE
For List & Quote Tel/Fax:- 0121 551 7366
Callers at our showroom welcome

- . a . ] Py \ HIGH QUALITY ASSURED
OfﬂCIaI doma'n name - .mod.uk or.mil.uk? . AR \\‘( E.mail jmb @ regimentalbrooches.co.uk
Jct gold £140 Visit our website www.regimentalbrooches.co.uk

If you are planning to establish an official domain (for either email or
a website), as per DCI Gen 240/00, speak to us - we can help you!

ey | LOST YOUR MEDALS?
The name is registered with MoD, but hosted

by an ISP of your choice - choose MilNetUK! WE CAN REPLACE TH EM
et o e S 4 et i s AR FULL SIZE & MINIATURES

For your personal security, we require no personal details from you.

A proportion of our profits will be donated to Service charities. P ROFESSI o NAL LY SEWN

For more information about MilNetUK, visit: IN COURT OR SWING STYLE. SAE OR PHONE FOR QUOTE

www. m I I n et ] u k. n et TOAD HALL MEDALS, NEWTON FERRERS, Nr PLYMOUTH, DEVON PL8 1DH

For free CD (Win9x/NT) write to MilNetUK, Box 4111, Blandford, Dorset DT11 7YH E-mail:chrissy@toadhalimedals.com  www.toadhallmedals.com
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THE GENERAL SERVICE CROSS

This superb die-struck commemorative medal 1s available in

fall miniatureto all who served in Near, Middle and Far East

"{lie Eastern Service Medal

g Send s.a.e. for your application form today.
é.’;_j& DPS Awards, P. O. Box 6961, Bromsgrove B61 8LA

B —

ommemorative medals are not o

cial but may

be obtained as a souvenir/keepsake. They should

not be worn by serving personnel with/alongside
British official decorations/ medals/honours.

THE FOREIGN
SERVICE MEDAL

B ol Gt

R T SRy v

For application form, send a S.A.E 10:
SERVICE COMMEMORATIVES
P.O.Box 4, Hinckley, Leicestershire LE10 32T

more information:
cmct'MYA EKPEDH'IOHS- CATALOGUE VERY IMPRESSIVE - RISV ¥ :
HlMALAndu N SEND FOR ONE S | HE GOLD WIRE BADGE COMPANY
ma ) sl GOLD WIR ADGE £11.00
mﬂﬂ: o!ﬁoeemmex-com-““ Stl‘lﬂgtﬂ“l‘l FAIRBAIR COMMANDO KNIVES (Black)
WITH LEG/BELT SHEATH 2315
BERETS: RED, GREEN, NAVY, BLACK_SAS, LIGHT

Fax: +977-1526575 /

5 = INFANTRY DRAWCORD LEATHER HEADBAND  £7.00
T \£3-95 ANTRY DRANCORD !
e Tapes ) i 72 29 High Streat, Polegate, East Sussex BN26 5AB e iy
Woven up to 30 letters/spaces - Choice of BLACK WHITE COTTON GLOVES €400
[ ———— RED or NAVY lettering on White 100% Polvester | @ P.L.C.E WHITE COTTON MASONIC GLOVES €550
: LEATHER STANDARD CARRIERS 2500
LOST OR NEw www.able-labels.co.uk : ;;khsbb‘ LEATHER STANDARD CARRIERS (made to
eti Black on White webbing measure) £30.00
1000 self-stick labels £4.75 @ Berghaus STANDARD CARRYING CASE com |
Name, Address, & or . PARACHUTE REGT STANDARD CARRIERS WITH
any words up to 6 lines [Black on vellow @ Matterhorn ALL ELEVEN BATTLE HONOURS 3500
Full size & miniature supplied ke Orange, Red ® Hi-tec PARA REGT BLAZER BUTTONS ENGRAVED CAP
144 Gold or Silver | Black on Clear | Blue, Green ® Buffalo BADGE SMALL £1.50 LARGE £1.60
H / iy
PFOfBEEIOHa”y mOU?’ltEd £5-25 | £6-45 £6- 30 . N.B.C * ‘!"\,\\(\E[h;”(hg?( KS, CHROME & BLACK gﬁl[?
Hand-sewn ... not glued PERSONALISED PRODUCTS SINCE 1954 | @ Snugpak LAPEL BADGES: AIRBORNE ARTILLERY  £200
Luggage Strap £6-95 (2 or more £6 each) Magli No.12 RA GREEN BERET £200
100 Correspondence Cards £10-95 |® Maglites | | PARA RED BERET 20
K&D Meda ’5 240 Piece Stationery Set £14-95 @ Soldier ‘95 Catalogue | |PARACAPBADGE -
Self-Inking Printer only £7-95 , survival & replica weaponry catalogues. L}\E;?;l R E0 CONMEMOEE [*gj:‘l
33 The Cresecent, West Wickham, Kent BR4 OHB l;?(‘)l)::;:f::(:::;::’i?I\'.’:':esD::l?eri illle‘ui'f BLAZER BADGES a speciality at no extra
s 777 - / - charge. SEND FOR FREE LISTS
Tel: 020 & 2428 Payment with order please. |14 days 11 Dalehead Drive, Shaw, Oldham, Lancs OL2 8IT,
www.kanddmedals.com Able-Direct Centre Ltd - Dept SO R R S
E-Mail: sales@ thegoldwirebadge.co.uk
kanddmedals@aol.com Earls Barton - Northampton NN6 OLS www.thegoldwirebadge.co.uk
& 0870 444 2733 - Fax 0870 444 2766 e
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~ -DIAMOND
U“l‘\-\\'\ RESORTS
Buy your own ideal holiday
or retirement home
in the sun

 oBividial vivkearianged ;

Call 01625613 681

Marlborough Court, Pickford St,
Macclesfield, Cheshire SK116JD
e.mail:- properties@diamondsunresorts.com
agents for ATOL Holders

Save f'sf's£'s £’s

FREE MOBILE PHONE
OFFER
Click on

JOHN BULL

TEL: 01748 833614
FAX: 01748 836909
11 Hildyard Row, Catterick
Garrison, N. Yorks DL9 4DH

Email: johnbull@btclick.com
www.johnbullclothing.com

DISCOUNTS ON BULK ORDERS

ORDER BY PHONE: 01752 872672 FAX: 01752 872723

Credit Card Holders - Bam-Tpm. Monday to Saturday.

|

OR BY POST:
CITADEL AWARDS, NEWTON FERRERS, PLYMOUTH,
DEVON. PL8 1DH ENGLAND

web: www.toadhallmedals.com email: chrissy @toadhallmedals.com

BODYGUARDS

for the Real World of Close Protection requires
a Serious Commitment but offers Substantial
Rewards!

All Courses are taught and overseen by
Specialist Instructors, are Fully Certificated,
require NO previous experience and will
provide all Students with the Specialist Skills
and Knowledge demanded and required to
successfully enter the CP Industry.

For a FREE Information Pack Tel: 0207-644-3075 (24 hrs) or Write to:
The Elite Dept (S), P.O. Box 2112, Mitcham, Surrey CR4 1QY U.K.

HIGH-RISK TRAINING




CLASSIFIEDS
____PENPALS |

TO ADVERTISE
FOR A PEN PAL

Please send for details enclosing a
stamped, SAE to:

Soldier Magazine, Ordnance
Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU

Or visit Soldier Magazine online at:
www.soldiermagazine.co.uk

Email: hshekyls@soldiermagazine.co.uk
All pen pal adverts must be prepaid

Marie, 20-year-old, 5’8" white, single
mum with blue eyes. Enjoys walking,
reading, writing, pubbing, clubbing and
keeping fit. Seeking male or female pen
pals, 21-25, please include photo if
possible. P931

John, 6’, blue eyes with light brown
hair. Enjoys DIY, reading, pubs, clubs
and chilling out. Loocking for any lady to
restore his faith! ALA GSOH, photo
appreciated, 36+. P932

Jo, 38-year-old, 5’3", blue eves with
brown hair. Enjoys reading, walking on
the beach, cooking, socialising and
cinema. Nursery practitioner, divorced
with two older children, seeks genuine
pen pals, must have GSOH. Seeking
pen pals, 35-45. P933

Judy, 37-year-old, non-smoker, white
with hazel green eves. Enjoys
swimming, zoos, historical places,
eating out and cinema. Loves animals.
Seeking pen pals, 35-45. P934

PEN PAL
REPLIES:

To reply to a pen pal, write a letter and

send it to address below:

Soldier Magazine, Ordnance Road,
Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU

* The box number must be clearly written in the
top left corner of all your replies.

* Replies should consist only of letter and
photograph if requested.

* Replies received more than three months after
the cover date, large, heavy or poorly

addressed envelopes will not be forwarded.
Website: www.soldiermagazine.co.uk
Email: hsh agazine.co.uk

Rhonda, 40-year-old, 5" auxiliary
nurse, slim build, blonde hair with blue
eyes. Enjoys cinema, eating out,
socialising, travelling and meeting new
people. P935

Sue, 28-year-old, 5'3", blonde,
bubbly and outgoing. Enjoys
socialising, going to the gym, films,
books and spending time with her
family. Single mum who works in
London as a legal secretary. Seeking
pen pals , 28-35. P936

Christine, 32-year-old, GSOH 5’1",
petite blonde with blue eyes. Enjoys
nights out with her mates, cinema,
dancing and music. Barbie seeking
action men, under 36, a photo
appreciated. P937

Angela, 26-year-old, 5’6", blonde
with blue eyes. Enjoys music, TV,
cinema, bowling, socialising, pets and
reading. Single mother, seeking pen
pals, any age. P938

Chloe, 25-year-old, 5’8", blonde hair
and blue eyes. Enjoys radical sports,
keeping fit, pubbing and clubbing.
Seeking pen pals of any age. P939

Toni, 30-year-old, 5’7", arttractive
single mum, slim, long brown hair and
blue eyes. Enjoys travel, gym, cinema,
music, cooking and socialising. Seeking
pen pals who are honest and genuine,
25-35. P940

BOOKS

Be in step, get yourself a SOLDIER’S
POCKET BOOK. Second to none - a
valuable asset in your kit. Price £7.50.
Visit www.milpkbk.co.uk or email:
sales@milpkbk.co.uk From Military
Pocket Books, P O Box 28, Beverley
HU17 5LA. Tel/fax 01964 5428. 1201

FREE MILITARY catalogues/books
wanted. Will collect. Marine & Cannon
Books, Sandowne, Tiverton Heath,
Tarporley, Cheshire CW6 9HN. Tel:
01829 732524. 03/05/07/09/11 - 01

The Collector’s Bible.
“These are all you need”
Volume One: (1800-1920) £65.
Volume Two: (1920-1998) £45.
Post free
H. L. & P. King, 3 Saxon Croft,
Farnham, Surrey GU9 7QB.

Tel: 01252 716303

BUSINESS OPPS

The List — The Tri-Service (including
Reserve Forces) all rank, international
job search and business directory.
www.thelistuk.com for FREE registration,
hot jobs, vacancies and the Job Generator.
Tel: 01483-200863. 05/02
GOT A COMPUTER? Earn £150-
£500 per week P/T or much more F/T.
Visit www.hbin.com. Quote Code:
CC3323. 01/02

Low volume - low price
Design. Keyrings, magnets, drink
Coasters, etc. Hand-made wall
clocks. Website/email: www.xarim.co.uk
Tel: 01843 851956. 11/01

your

British and overseas military badges,
collars, titles, formation signs. Regular
comprehensive stock lists £2.00. Castle
Armoury Dept. 10, PO Box 312, Dover
CT16 3QP. 12001

Military Fine Arts. Britain’s leading
British military art dealer. Access to all
British publishers, artists and dealers.
Send f4 for Edition 8, 2,500-item
catalogue (incl 35+ SAS). Cheques
payable to G Jennings-Bramly. 5
Feversham Road, Salisbury SP1 3PP.
Phone: 01722 328523, Visit
www.militarvfinearts.com 12/01

Army Cap Badges and military
cigarette cards. Send SAE plus 80p
for lists. Clans and Regiments, 14 Elm
Grove, Aldbrough, East Yorkshire
HUI11 4RQ. Guarantee and generous
discounts. 1201

Peter Hicks Associates, compre-
hensive range of military figurines
available in resin bronze and silver.
Commissions always considered. Ring
for informartion/brochure. Tel/fax: 01380
828382, Website www.peterhicks.com
and email: sales@peterhicks.coml 201

WANTED

LEFT HAND DRIVE
VEHICLES

MINI BUSES/VANS
Any condition
Cash buyer

Tel: 020 8 534 4016
(10am to 10.30pm seven days)

Free 2001 catalogue for those in the
Forces. Dragon supplies offers
essential military kit at superb prices!
Telephone: 01473 822495, 04/01

Squaddie Gnomes, 21 Bulford Road,
Durrington, Wilts, SP4 8DL, 01980-
655099. Phone for order form or visit:
www.cannonmilitaria.co.uk. 05/01

e e e e e e e ke e e e e v e e de e e e e o ek e

Regimental Shields, Plaques and
Shieldclocks. In good company with
most regiments and corps of the British
Army we made your shields for the
Falklands, the Gulf and now
Bosnia and Croatia and most other
UN locations. Let us design your
regimental and operational shields.
Write for a full colour brochure to:
Military Marketing International, 74-
77 Steward Street, Ladywood,
Birmingham BA18 7AF. Tel/fax: 0121-
4545393, Minimum order 25 Shields.
£11.95, no VAT outside the UK.
Shieldclocks £19.00. Website address:
www.militarymarketing.co.uk  Email:

mmisales@military 12/01
i e e v e e el e e e e e e e e e sk e kel e kel e el e sk

BRITISH ARMY CAP BADGES.
3 x Ist stamps for list. Many scarce.
Anthony Webb, 84, Merritt Road,
Greatstone, New Romney, Kent
TN288SZ 12/01

Cap badges, regimental ties, blazer
Badges, medals, insignia. Send £2.00 For
list to: Cairncross (Dept S), 31 Belle Vue
Street, Filey, North Yorkshire. Website
address www.cairnxson.freeserve.co.uk

12/01

Good quality jumpers in regimental
colours and other military gifts. For
further information please call 020 7924
5007 or email: inf@smartturnout.co.uk
or www.smartturnout.co.uk 02/02

Black and brown brogues, loafers,
cavalry boots and chukka boots in
leather and suede. For further
information please call 020 7924 5007
or email: inf@smartturnout.co.uk or
WWw.smartturnout,co.uk 02/02

Quality makers of pipe band &
uniform accessories hand
embroidered badges Irish & Scorttish
family crest pipe banners, sashes,
regimental banners & standards in
bullion wire at rock bottom prices. ISQ
9002 certified. Topflyz Industries
21/414 Majid Pura, Sialkot
51310/Pakistan. Tel: +92 432 580913
Fax: +92 432 588547 Email:
topflyz@skt.comstas.net.pk 02/02

Bivvy jacket microfibre, windproof
moisture resistant durable machine
washable low bulk. Quick drying warm
when wet maintains performance. Bulk
orders only. £39 plus VAT PO Box 002,
Soldier Magazine, Ordnance Road,
Aldershot  Hants, GUI11 2DU.

09/01

VISIT OUR WEBSITE:

www.soldiermagazine.co.uk

RLCWO/SNCO Mess dress, as new.
5°6"-5"8". Medium build. George boots
size 8m £350. Plus numerous other
uniform items. Tel. Coventry (024)
7673 0210. 09/01

Collector cap, shoulder, metal
badges, 200 — all different $75.00 (air
postage $20.00 extra). Hand embroidered
badges. Complete pipe band equipment,
contact GEOFFREY ENTERPRISES,
Railway Road, SIALKOT, Pakistan. E-mail:
info@geoffrey.com.pk  osr10-01/01-02

Post Box Pals pen pal service. For
more information send a SAE to Post
Box Pals PO Box 8469 Birmingham
B33 9BW UK. 09/01

SOLUTIONS FOR DIFFICULT
CIRCUMSTANCES Solutions for
difficult circumstances is an intensive
5-day (40hrs) one-to-one armed and
unarmed combat course and is not for
the faint-hearted. It will suit
cpo/bodyguards, covert operatives and
military personnel. For details send
SAE to: S.ED.C., PO Box 83, Prescot
L35 3XY .Solutions-

01/02

PEN PALS

Linkline is a |
Charity comr
people together as pen-

Get to know a comps n or partner,
like yourself, as penfriends. Just
exchange letters until you feel com-
fortable with your new friend.

DETAILS: SAE, LINKLINE(S),
BOX 7358, LONDON N1-5QF

To advertise in Soldier’s

Web Watch guide
(page 58-59) contact:

or telephone 01252 347352

Florida, Westridge, Davenport.
Five-bedroom, three-bathroom villa
with pool. Private gated community,
tennis, golf, volleyball. Sleeps up to 12.
15 minutes from Disney. From £450
pw. Visit www.powellvilla.cwc.net or
call 020 8519 6854. 10/01

FLORIDA, Kissimmee, Orlando,
three-bedroom, two bathroom, villa
with own private heated pool. Sleeps
up to eight, 15 mins Disney. From
£325 per week. Call 01440-707176

06/01

CYPRUS: Limassol Bungalow -
Larnaca Flat. Sleeps four, near
beach/town, from £125.00 per week.
Tel: 02085056855 e-mail:
dmc28peel@tiscali.co.uk 07/02

Florida/Kissimmee  Luxury . four
bedroom private villa, sleeps 8/10. Large
pool, ten mins. From Disney, shops and
restaurants. From [£575 p/w. Contact
Andy/Kath on 01446-734101/07747-
180894. 09/01

Gulf coast Florida (Bradenton
Sarasota) condo for rent. Sleeps 4,
pool, tennis court and golf 2 min. from
mall. £175 per week. Tel. 01292-
265005, 11/01
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£££ ARMY SPORTS LOTTERY RESULTS £££

30 June 2001

1st (535 runs, £4,900): Sgt MK Abra-
ham, 16 Signal Regt, Rheindahlen
2nd (506 runs, £2,500): WO2 IT
Dodd, UKSU SHAPE

3rd (500 runs, £1,900):
Crowie, 23 Pnr Regt RLC
4th (495 runs, £1,500): Pte P Tylor, 1
RGJ, Preston

5th (482 runs, £1,100): Pte KM
Smith, 2 CS Regt RLC, Giitersloh
6th (481 runs, £800): (Name with-
held), PATA, Hereford

7th (477 runs, £600): Pte L Wilson,
Army Foundation College, Harro-
gate

8th (475 runs, £400): WO1 MM
Hopson, ABRO, Bovington

9th (474 runs, £200): Pte AJ Kirk, 2
R Anglian, Chepstow

10th= (470 runs, £50): CSgt J MacK-
innon, 1 (UK) ADSR, Herford

10th= (470 runs, £50): LCpl A
O'Brien, BATU, Suffield

PRIZE MONEY UP AGAIN!

Owing to increased ticket sales,
prize money with effect from 7
July 2001 will increase to £14,400
per week, with top prize of £5,000.

Pte JM

7 July 2001

ist (330 runs, £5,000). SSgt Tl
Archer, RAC Centre, Bovington

2nd (321 runs, £2,500): LCpl BW
Woods, JSSU Ayios Nikolaos

3rd (320 runs, £2,000): Cpl SH
Foster, HQ NI, Lisburn

4th (313 runs, £1,500): Cpl DR
Williams, 1 RWF, Tern Hill

5th (312 runs, £1,100): WO1 TJ
Arundel, HQ Tidworth & Bulford
Garrison

6th (311 runs, £800): Sgt P Ceaser,
HQ NI, Lisburn

7th (310 runs, £600): LCpl D Jack-
son, 642 Signal Tp, Gibraltar

8th (309 runs, £400): Pte BW
Walker, Army Foundation College,
Harrogate

Sth (308 runs, £300): Sgt CR Allan,
AMF (L) CSS Bn, Bulford

10th (306 runs, £200): Capt FJ Bell,
MOD AMD, Ash Vale

14 July 2001

1st (305 runs, £5,000): WO1 KP
Lea, 3 (UK) Div Signal Regt, Bulford
2nd (304 runs, £2,500): WO1 PD
Blinkhorn, 7 MI Coy, Rheindahlen
3rd (300 runs, £2,000): WO2 CJ
Knight, 2 CS Regt RLC, Giitersloh
4th (297 runs, £1,500): Sgt AG

Quinn-Williams, 1 RRW, Paderborn
5th= (295 runs, £950): Lt MR Evans,
1 R ANGLIAN, Pirbright

5th= (295 runs, £950): WO2 D
QOldham, HQ 160 (Wales) Bde,
Brecon

7th (291 runs, £600): CSjt AJ Nutter,
2 LI, Bulford

8th= (290 runs, £300): Spr NR
Black, 35 Engr Regt, Paderborn
8th= (290 runs, £300): Maj SH Bull,
2 RGJ, Paderborn

8th= (290 runs, £300): SSgt AF
O'Brien, 6 Sup Regt RLC, Giitersloh

21 July 2001

1st (543 runs, £5,000): Maj PG
Smith, DERA, Chertsey

2nd (534 runs, £2,500): Cpl G
Besenyi, 32 Engr Regt, Hohne

3rd (533 runs, £2,000): Sgt PS
Mullen, 228 Signal Sqgn, Aldershot
4th (522 runs, £1,500): SSgt J Mill-
yard, AFCO Preston,

5th (519 runs, £1,100): Cpl MP Whit-
taker, 15 Fd Wksp REME, Catterick
6th (515 runs, £800): Cpl S Dobin-
son, Army Personnel Centre, Glas-
gow

7th (514 runs, £600): WO1 CA
Riddle, Insp of Engr Res, Hameln

8th= (505 runs, £350): SSgt SJ
Haire, AGC Depot, Worthy Down
8th= (505 runs, £350): Sgt JC Lan-
gridge, 23 Pnr Regt RLC, Bicester
10th (504 runs, £200): Cpl PMJ
Woods, JSSU, Ayios Nikolaos

28 July 2001

1st (748 runs, £5,000): WO2 MW
Robertson, BVO, Ashchurch

2nd (746 runs, £2,500): LCpl ME
Thompson, 1 (UK) ADSR, Herford
3rd (740 runs, £2,000): Sgt N Rus-
sell, 521 STRE (WD), Chilwell

4th (737 runs, £1,500): WO2 SL
Standaloft, 2 Bn REME, Falling-
bostel

5th= (717 runs, £950): Fus Booth, 2
RRF

5th= (717 runs, £950): Cpl LP
Knight, QRH, Sennelager

7th= (711 runs, £500): Sgt RA Brom-
ley, BATU Suffield

7th= (711 runs, £500): LCpl MJ
McWalter, ATR Glencorse

Sth (709 runs, £300): CSgt SM Bar-
nett, RAMA Sandhurst

10th= (702 runs, £100): Lt CD
Coats, 25 Engr Regt

10th= (702 runs, £100): Sgt SA Gill,
19 Tk Tptr Sgn RLC, Bulford

£££ ARMY SPORTS LOTTERY RESULTS ££f

Costa Blanca winter sun and golf.
Fully  equipped, bedroomed
properties. Walking distance to beach, 5
minutes drive from three championship
golf courses. From £150 per week. Tel:
01527-450483, Lo

On 30 September 2001
The 7th (City of Belfast) Battalion and
The 9th (County Antrim) Battalion of the
Royal Irish Regiment will disband to form
The 2nd Battalion, The Royal Irish Regi-
ment on 01 October 2001,

Anyone who has present

7th Battalion:

Officers’ Mess: Belfast (02890) 420320
Sergeants’ Mess: Belfast (02890) 420365
9th Battalion
Officers’ Mess: Antrim (02894) 482496
Sergeants’ Mess: Lisburn (02892) 624939

Fh’:’b/ﬂ// A ()Zfé’flf!ff es,

Fb@

FREEFALL ADVENTURES, FLORIDA are happy to offer
skydiving courses for beginner to advanced
students in beautiful Sebastian, Florida. Our
skydiving school is British owned and operated.
Located on the east coast of Florida, this tropical
paradise is a great place for your skydiving vacation.
Come join us for some extreme fun in the sun.
CONTACT US FOR FURTHER DETAILS:
FREEFALL ADVENTURES, FLORIDA
440 W. ATRPORT DRIVE, SEBASTIAN, FLORTDA 32958, USA
e (561) 388 0550 - sk

l.com  www.! com
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

ASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS
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snssnaas

- POSTCODE: ...;..c.csmnumuuee

|28

31 32

|33

If you need more space, please write clearly on plain paper.

* COST: 65p PER WORD, MINIMUM CHARGE £13.00.

* EMAIL/WEB ADDRESS: £2.00
* VAT AT 17.5% MUST BE ADDED

* NB: NAME AND ADDRESS AND/OR PHONE NUMBER
SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN COST AND ONLY ONE WORD

SHOULD BE INSERTED IN EACH BOX.

IF YOU REQUIRE A CONFIDENTIAL BOX NUMBER ADD £3.00

WORDS AT 65p

INSERTIONS
EMAIL/WEB ADDRESS

VAT AT 17.5%
BOX NUMBER (INC. VAT) E£....

TOTAL ENCLOSED

(INC. VAT) PER INSERTION AND TICK BOX U

Send to: CLASSIFIED ADS, SOLDIER, ORDNANCE ROAD, ALDERSHOT, HANTS GU112DU
ALL CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS MUST BE PREPAID AND WILL BE INSERTED IN THE FIRST AVAILABLE ISSUE

CHEQUE/PO Number
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Middlesex Regt (DCO) Korean Club: Annual
reunion on Sept 15, Victory Services Club.
Details from J A Lofts on 020 8467 4014.

RN Secondary School Tal Handaq, Malta:
Reunion, Colerne, Wilts, Sept 22. Ring Viv Daly
on 07966 549397 or vivdaly @bigfoot.com

Somerset Light Infantry (Germany, Malta,
Cyprus, UK): Reunion on Oct 6, Ladymead
School, Cheddon Road, Taunton. Attached
personnel and reservists welcome. Tickets
from David Williams on 01278 683022.

Band of The Parachute Regiment: Reunion,
Colchester, Oct 6. Phone 01206 782402, visit
website www.paraband.org.uk or e-mail
reunion@paraband.org.uk

Junior Leaders’ Regiment RE: Reunion of JL
Branch REA, Oct 6-7, Dover. Contact Tom
Graham 01256 420335 or WO1(SMI) Andy
Nixon RE Mil (94661) 2827 or www.home
stead.com/juniorleadersre/home

RD/MTI RAOC/RLC: Reunion on Oct 19-21
at Hullavington Barracks. Details from Nooky
01666 508839 or www.rdandmti.cjb.net

Household Cavalry Remount Riders: Reunion
dinner, Oct 20. Ring Nigel Peers on 07967
133684 or npeers@npeers.fsnet.co.uk

National Service Veterans Alliance: Reunion,
Britannia Hotel, Coventry, Oct 20-21. Contact
Ken Wakeman on 020 8850 22486.

J (Sidi Rezegh) Battery RHA: 60th anniver-
sary reunion, Caen Barracks, Hohne, Nov 2-4.
Details from WO2 (BSM) R Booth on 0049
5051 962485 or dickbooth38@hotmail.com

Command Pay Office UKLF: Reunion for
former staff, Nov 9, Worthy Down. Ring Elsa
Bond on 01962 887421 (mil 94271 2421).

South Notts Hussars Association: Annual
Remembrance dinner, Nov 10, TA Centre Bul-
well, Nottingham. Contact Capt G E Aldridge,
6 Goodwood Drive, Toton, Nottingham NG6
6HX or phone 0115 9135708.

B Battery, RHA/1 RHA Sahagun Day 2001:
Nov 30-Dec 1. Ex-members encouraged to
attend. Details from WO2 (BSM) M Toy, B Bty
RHA/1 RHA, Assaye Barracks, Tidworth,
Hants, SP9 7AB (01989 602802).

2002
Miinster, Germany: Reunion party for anyone
who has served in Minster area, including
families, staff, pupils of Edinburgh School,
March 23. E-mail Tracy Cooper at
martin @henristudio.co.uk

260 Sig Sqn (SAM), 654 Sig Tp (SAM) and
655 Sig Tp (SAM): Reunion Apr 12-14 at
Jarvis Loughborough Hotel. Contact R Andrews,
7 The Heath, South Tankerton, Whitstable CT5
3HJ or archie.cairns @ cableinet.co.uk

30 Signal Regiment (South Atlantic 82):
Reunion on June 15 at Blandford Camp,
Dorset, for anyone serving with 30 Sig Regt in
1982. Contact Mick Nevill or Alf Thomas,
RAQ, 11 Sig Regt, Blandford Camp, Dorset,
DT11 8RH, tel 01258 482202 or 485651 or e-
mail nipper@mneville.freeserve.co.uk or
garnet_thomas@hotmail.com

. Look them up on www.soldiermagazine.co.uk

On line: Colchester Naafi celebrated the open-
ing of the Army’s first internet webcam café
when Garrison Commander Col Julian
Lacey, left, Mayor Mike Hogg, centre, and Lt
Col Chip Chapman, CO of the 2nd Battalion,

The Parachute Regiment called in to set the
ball rolling. Col Lacey chatted to former Colch-
ester Garrision soldier Capt Harry Lomas,
now serving in Cyprus, in a live link-up to the
Mediterranean island. Picture: Chris Fletcher

POLICE investigating the Service volun-
teer programme at Porton Down during
the 1950s and 1960s are trying to locate a
copy of an advertise-
ment concerning
research into the
common cold at
Porton Down.

It is believed the
advertisement was
displayed on estab-

Have you got a Porton Down |
common cold notice in loft?

across memorabilia from an ex-Service
relative which may contain a copy of the
notice. Anyone who has a copy, or who
helped to publish the
notices - or distribute
them - is asked to
contact the Operation
Antler team on 01380
735020. If your only
recollection is of
having seen a Porton

lishment notice
boards and circulated on station orders
at the time.

Wiltshire Constabulary’s Operation
Antler team, who for the past two years
have been interviewing witnesses and
Porton Down veterans, have so far been
unable to trace a copy. Now they are
appealing to ex-Servicemen and women
who may have filed one away in their
archives and forgotten about it.

Alternatively, someone may have come

Down common cold
notice, there is no need to contact the
police as sufficient witnesses have
already come forward.

The team is aware that appeals were
made by the establishment for volun-
teers to trial common cold vaccines
between 1948 and 1955, and thousands
of Service personnel were used during a
severe 'flu outbreak in 1962. Other
common cold programmes were carried
out during the Seventies.

=y

APPOINTMENTS

Brigadiers: J J Keeling to be Ass Defence and
Military Attaché, Washington, July 9; L P Lilly-
white to be Dir BFG Health Services, July 23;
C D Lunn to be Dir Service Liaison DHE, Jul
30; R | Talbot to be Comd BMM SANG Saudi
Arabia, Aug 8;

Colonels: M H H Brooke to be Mil Ass to Force
Comdr/COMBRITCON, July 3; M Blatherwick
to be Ass Dir Defence Munitions (OP&C), July
2; H M Fletcher to be COS HQ UN Forces
Cyprus, July 14; P M Gibson to be DACOS
J5(B), July 13; KN A Millar to be Comd Med 2
Div, July 9; | A Pretsell to be Ass Dir Reserves
Training Pol, Surgeon General's Dept, July 9;

M A Staunton to be BLO (Medical) USA, July
13;J S B Frere to be DA Budapest, July 9; N A
C Baverstock to be AD Joint Exercises dnd
Command Battlefield Management Evalua-
tion, July 16.

M K Stretch to be DA Manila, July 16;RF C
Andrew to be Comd BMATT (East Africa), July
283; G G Davies to be VP Reg C Board, July 23;
P A Duncan to be Chief G3 HQ MND(C), July
23; P H Tomlinson to be COS HQ DRA, July
23; J S M Edwardes to be Chief Spec Ops
SHAPE, Jul 31; R H Howard-Gash to be
Comdt School of Inf, Jul 31; | M Tait to be Col
Eng Logs, Jul 31; A S Warde to be Dir Army
Veterinary and Remount Services, Aug 1.
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® SEVEN teams
from Southampton
University Officers’
Training Corps flew
the flag for the UK at
the international Lom-
bardia military patrol
competition in Italy, winning the military
schools’ category and taking second place. A
female team from Southampton was the first
to complete the course in its 15-year history.

The competition is based on a long-range
reconnaissance patrol in the hills around
Lunio and to the east of Lake Maggiore in
northern Italy.

@ Many who served in Singapore will recall
the old Britannia Club in Beach Road
(across the way from the legendary Raffles
Hotel), now the home of the Singapore
Armed Forces, Warrant Officers and Special-
ist Club. It is due to close at the end of this
month and open in the second week of Octo-

Southampton OTC
team first home in
Lombardia patrol

ber as The Chevrons.
But any ex-members
or former British
Forces personnel who
are passing through
and want to have a
last look around or
use the bar are welcome to do so.

® Winners of the six Soldier family tickets
to the International Festival of the Sea at
Portsmouth last month were: Thomas
Woods, Littlemore, Oxford; Cpl | Johnston, 7
Signal Regt, BFPO 35; LCpl P Rendall, 39
Signal Regt, Bristol; Sylv Lucas, Bordon,
Hants; Sgt Chris Gardener, Stockport,
Cheshire; and F Cooper, Amesbury, Wilts.
Answers: HMS Victory, Lord Nelson, French
fleet.

® The British Model Soldier Society is
holding its Bugle Call 2001 show at The
Pavilion, North Parade Road, Bath on

UPDATE EXTRA

November 15. Doors open at 1000 and
admission is £1.50, with concessions for fam-
ilies, children and OAPs.

@ Cranfield University at the Royal Mili-
tary College of Science is offering a new
Masters-level course in digitised battiespace
and information warfare. The modular course
can be tackled as a full- or part-time project
and leads to an MSc, post-graduate diploma
and post-graduate certificate. Find out more
from Professor Mike Moulding at RMCS
Shrivenham, Swindon on 01793 785688 or
pa.moulding@dial.pipex.com

® Closing date for the prestigious annual
Young Woman Engineer of the Year, run by
the Institution of Incorporated Engineers, is
October 8. Entry forms for the competition,
which carries a top prize of £1,000, are avail-
able from the IIE, Savoy Hill House, London
WC2R 0BS, tel 020 7836 3357 or by e-mail to
info@iie.org.uk

History researcher requires information and
photos of Hohne Camp, Bergen-Belsen, Ger-
many. Ring Keith Williams on 01634 582136 or
e-mail searchtopdog@hotmail.com

John Charles Marshall, ex-RE and 50A Gp,
Chepstow, may now be in Oxford area, sought
by Ron Wright (01803 323094).

Gary Crawling, Belize 1981: Please contact
Steve Pashley on 07947610219 or at
steph.pashley.amserve.net

Ex-15/5 Queen's Royal Lancers, 17/21
Lancers, all serving and ex-QRL: Join the
Northern Branch of the QRL Association.
Contact Alan Gatenby, 46 Brough Meadows,
Catterick Village, Richmond, N Yorks, DL10
7NX or ring 01748 818049.

Beachley Old Boys 53A and 53B Groups:
reunion for 2003. Contact Chris Irish (53A) e-
mail cdvirish@netscapeonline.co.uk or
ring 01952 415774 or Alec Beach (53B) on
01923 247283, e-mail ajp@somat.com

Cpl Raymond Tustin, ex-Seaforth High-
landers/ Queen’s Own Highlanders, RAOC
(1952-65), served in BAOR, received GSM
with clasp Brunei and Borneo. Later emigrated
to Australia. Any information on units or con-
tact by old comrades welcomed by his family.
Contact Sonny Tustin, PO Box 689, Randwick
NSW 2031, Australia.

Ex-301 Field Security Section, Int Corps,
Judenburg/Leoben Austria 1948-50: Ex-Sgt

Peter Leeming would be delighted to hear
from you at j.leeming @ntiworld.com

6013402 Pte L JFutter, 1st Battalion,
Hampshire Regt, killed in action on Gold
Beach, Normandy, June 6, 1944. Information
on unit or comrades sought by M Pepper, 10
Toward Road, Wemyss Bay, Renfewshire, PA18
6EE or corlarach@pepper22.fsnet.co.uk

Q Bty RA/436 LAA RA TA 1959-65: Ex-Bdr
Arthur Rigby, F Tp, seeks old pals from Q Bty
based in Wigan, St Helens or Leigh Lancs.
Contact arthur@arthurrigby.fsnet.co.uk

James Clifford Rothwell, Gunner, 52 Fd
Regt RA, died Italy Dec 4, 1944, buried
Faenze War Cemetery. Chris Clarke, son of
Gnr Rothwell's first wife, has artifacts to pass
on to any surviving family. Ring 01772 744618
or e-mail cjclarke @lineone.nets

Laura Edwards (née Mackenzie) seeks
WRAC friends from Guildford/Leconsfield
1985-86 and 22 Sqn RCT, Bulford 1986-89.
Contact EdwardsSphinx@aol.com

Brian Carl, from Sunderland, possibly with
QRL in Germany is asked to contact old mate
Jim Hopper, ex-ACC, on 01302 817051 or e-
mail jimandreahopper@aol.com

Middle East Land Force veteran Robert
Joicey, ex-RE 1952-55, would like to hear
from anyone who served with him from 1 or 4
Training Regiment RE, ‘A’ RE Depot, 25
Field Engr Regt and 37 Fd Engr Regt. Con-

tact him through Tim Joicey on 0121 3848679.

Chris Lund and any former 50 Missile Regt
RA 1982-85 are asked to contact ex-Cpl Tim
Joicey on 0121 3848679 or ATN 94421 2042.

16 Sig Regt Krefeld 1982: Gail and Martina
are seeking Diane (Taff) Walters and Jo God-
frey. Phone or text 078101 40831,

Relatives of 10750 Pte M Fischer, Pioneer
Corps, killed in action on May 13, 1941 in
Eritrea. Buried Keren Cemetery. SA Army vet-
eran Teddy Cohen has photo he would like to
give to Pte Fischer's family. Contact him by e-
mail at michaelcohen1@bigpond.com

Peter (Dutch) Denmark would like to hear
from former mates from ACC 1968-78, 26
Regt RE, 1 Trg Regt RE (Cove), 23 Gp RPC
Bicester or 15/19 KRH. Particularly Andy
Bentley and Alec Kirkpatrick.E-mail please to
edie-denmark @lineone.net

Ex-Sgt Mick Irwin, Cambodia 1992 wants to
trace (then Cpl) Stephen Lapsley (could still
be serving) via michael.irwin@ntlworld.com

Mickey Rooney, now Mrs Celia M Bass, ex-
WRAC 1952-55, (stationed at WRAC School
of Instruction, Huron Camp, between Hind-
head and Liphook), seeks friends from those
days. Her husband, Bill (Taffy) Bass, ex-
REME, would also like to hear from old mates.
Replies to 118 Banksbarn, Digmoor,
Skelmersdale, Lancs WN8 9EX or tel 01695
51325.

" Useful numbers

Army Benevolent Fund 020 7591 2000
Army Families Advice Bureau 01722
436569

Army Welfare Service 01722 436565
Army Families Federation 01980 615525
British Limbless Ex-Service Men's
Association 020 8590 1124

Confidential support lines:

UK 0800 731 4880
Germany 0800 1827 395
Cyprus 08091065

Bosnia 0800 731 4880

Others UK 1980 630854
Operations worldwide Paradigm Homelink
Access Number *2999 @ thePINprompt

\
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B

Ex-Services Mental Welfare Society
(Combat Stress) 01372 841617

Family Escort Service 020 7463 9249

Gulf Families Association 0121 711 3028
Gulf Veterans Association 0191 230 1065
Joint Service Housing Advice Office 01722
436575

National Gulf Veterans and Families
Association (0900-1700) 01482 833812; 24-
hour helpline 01482 808730

Regular Forces Employment Association
0207 321 2011

RBL's Legionline 0845 7725 725

RBL Industries 01622 717202/ 718484

St Dunstan’s Home for blind ex-Servicemen

~

and women 020 7723 5021

Samaritans 08457 90 90 90

Service Children’s Education 01980
618244

Services Cotswold Centre 01225 810358
SSAFA Forces Help 020 7403 8783
SSAFA Forces Help Housing Advisory
Service 01722 436400

Veterans’ Advice Unit 08456 020302
Victim Support Western Europe (SSAFA
Forces Help) in Germany 02161 47 2272;
from outside Germany 0049 2161 47 2272
War Pensions Agency 0800 169 2277 (from
UK); 0044 1253 866043 (from overseas)
WRVS 01235 442940
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DATES

SEPTEMBER

8-9: Duxford 2001 Air Show.

9: Winchester and District
Militaria Society annual
exhibition and fair, Winchester
Guildhall, 1000-1500.
OCTOBER

2: Horse of the Year Show Inter-
Services tournament, Wembley
Arena. For 30 per cent Services’
discount ring 020 8900 9282
(0930-1730 weekdays) and
quote reference code “SM".

14; Duxford Autumn Air Show.
26: Isle of Thanet Festival of
Remembrance, Margate (tickets
from D Stokes, 01843 292882).
NOVEMBER

2: Suez, an evening lecture by
Maj M W Walsh, Airborne Forces
Museum, Aldershot (01252
349619).

10: Royal British Legion Festival
of Remembrance, Royal Albert
Hall.

11: Remembrance Day service
and parade at the Cenotaph.

® DD Video is releasing The
Edinburgh Military Tattoo on
August 6. A feast of pipes and
drums, the video draws on 40 years
of BBC archives as well as Movi-
etone newsreel footage. Copies at
£14.99 should be available from all
good stockists or by mail order from
DD Video, Unit 1, Pool Bank Busi-
ness Park, High Street, Tarvin,
Chester CH3 8JH (include £1.75
pé&p); or ring the 24-hour credit card
hotline on 01829 741490.

® A record 91,000 visited the
five-day Invicta Military Vehicle
Preservation Society’s War and
Peace Show at Beltring, Kent in
July. They saw 3,600 historic mili-
tary vehicles — another record —
gathered on one site.

® One hundred and six mem-
bers with 3,028 years of service
between them attended the
annual Long Service List Germany
dinner in the WOs’ and Sgts’
Mess at Sennelager Training
Centre. There are 611 active LSL
men and women, serving on after
the 22-year point, worldwide. The
dinner was organised by WO1
Jim Tyrer (GSO Paderborn) and
WO2 (SQMS) Ron Holmes HQ 1
(UK) Armd Div.

® Forty-two members of Epsom
Branch of the Burma Star Associ-
ation toured Normandy cemeteries,
battlefields and museums to pay
their respects to those who fell
during the Allied invasion of Europe.

® Former Chief Royal Engineer
Gen Sir John Stibbon has been
awarded a honorary.Doctor of Sci-
ence degree by the University of
Greenwich.

Top read: OK . . . so it's a corny idea, but we
liked it. lllustrating what every self-respect-
ing mountaineer should have in his back
pocket, Maj Steve Marsh, left, checks out
our April issue during an expedition to
Mount Everest base camp.

He was a member of a 12-man tri-Ser-
vice team from the Joint Helicopter Com-
mand Headquarters at Wilton, Salisbury
who were introduced to the rigours of sus-
tained high-altitude trekking during a 14-day
expedition. Twelve of the climbers made it
to 4,000m and eight to 5,000m.

An eight-minute video is available to
anyone organising a similar expedition from
Steve on 94331 2981 at Joint Helicopter
Command HQ.

IF you recognise the lad (circled and inset
right) in the bottom left hand corner of our
photograph, the Army would be delighted to
hear from you. He was among spectators at
the rain-soaked Queen’s Birthday Parade on
Horse Guards on June 16.

The picture was published on the Army’s
website to mark its first webcast, enjoyed by
hundreds of enthusiasts who logged on to
www.army.mod.uk to hear military experts

|

Do you know who this is? A

answer questions about the annual parade.
The youngster was highlighted on the web-
site and encouraged to claim a prize (and if he
enjoyed the Trooping the Colour ceremony, he
will really love this). Alas, despite help from
London’s Evening Standard, no one has yet
owned up. If you know him, contact Sarah
Wright at sarah.wright@ rowlandcomms.co.uk or
write to her at Rowland Communications, 83-
89 Whitfield Street, London W1A 4XA.

Army barmy Birmingham -

A WIDE range of military equipment, including
Challenger 2 tanks, armoured vehicles and
weaponry rolled into Birmingham for its annual Dis-
covery Day, a celebration of the city and its people.

Visitors to the International Convention Centre
were able to view a massive range of Army hard-
ware. Maj Paul Meldon, Deputy Chief of Staff at HQ
143 (West Midlands) Brigade, who co-ordinated the
display, said: “The aim of the exhibition at Discovery
Day is to demonstrate the modern Army's equip-
ment and capabilities to the public.”

Big guns on show included an AS90 and a Multi-
Launch Rocket System (MLRS). A mock field hospi-
tal was put up by 202 Field Hospital.

® TWELVE young Belorussians sampled
life with the Army during a visit to St
George’s Barracks, North Luffenham, as
guests of the 2nd Battalion, The Royal
Regiment of Fusiliers. The trip was organ-
ised by the Friends of Chernobyl charity.
The visitors, aged ten to 12, from Mogileve
in Belarus, have reduced immune levels.

Oman wives in the desert

MAJ Andy Nye, R Irish, took 30 women from the
expat community, mainly drawn from the Tri-Ser-
vice Wives Club, teachers and embassy staff, on a
24-hour exercise into the Omani desert. The night
phase (it rained!) included recce patrolling against
an enemy, ending with an assault course competi-
tion the following morning.

Fortunately the exercise, dubbed Grazed Knee,
did not live up to its name.

Bill
clocks
up his
4,000th
flying
hour
while on
Apache
duty in
USA

CAPT Bill McPhee AAC, who is on exchange with
D Company, 1-14 Aviation Regiment at Fort
Rucker, Alabama, USA, celebrates completing
4,000 flying hours. Bill, pictured above, who com-
mands 3rd Platoon, has been instructing on the
Apache helicopter gunship. In the past year his
seven-man instructor team has logged up 2,543
flight hours, fired 22,400 rounds of 30mm ammuni-
tion and 2,240 rockets, completed 1,428 simulator
hours and graduated 56 Apache pilots.

) David gets marching orders

A lifetime in the Services came to an end for

| 1§ Capt David McSweeney, admin officer of 225

| (Highland) Field Ambulance RAMC(V), when

he was “escorted” off the premises on his last

night at Oliver Barracks in Dundee. David
completed 17 years with the unit after a 22-

year “stretch” in the Royal Marines.

There’s a playground at the end of Sir John Moore rainbow

SIX months of fund-raising at Sir John Moore
Barracks, home of the Army Training Regiment,
Winchester, resulted in a new playground for
the base’s Rainbow End playgroup. The project
was led by unit welfare officer Capt Robert
Wiles and the playground was opened by Lt Col
Huw Morgan, commanding ATR(W). Volunteers

from A Squadron, who adopted the project from
the start, built a boundary fence, storage shed,
climbing frames and path in their spare time.

Sgt Gary O’'Fee donated and erected the stor-
age shed, Sgt Pete Fyfe ran non-stop for six
hours to raise funds and Cpl Wayne Kennan led
the construction teams as site foreman.
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Tourist industry accolade

BRIG Alex Birtwistle, pictured, who led the
Army's widely-praised response to the foot-
and-mouth crisis in Cumbria earlier this year,

has been given the British Hospi-
tality Award 2001. The new nation-
al award for outstanding service to
the tourism and hospitality indus-
try, was presented by travel writer
and TV personality Judith
Chalmers at a lunch at the Savoy
Hotel.

Brig Birtwistle, then comman-
der of 42 (North West) Brigade, which took
over operational responsibility for the massive
culling operation in Cumbria, retired days after
the military mission had been accomplished.
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AN oil painting depicting 2
Signal Regiment personnel
sandbagging a York street
against the rapidly rising River
Ouse has been presented by
the regiment to the city. Com-
missioned from local artist
Mark Braithwaite, the painting
was handed over to the Lord
Mayor by Lt Col lan Cameron-
Mowat, CO 2 Signal Regt. The
signallers, who are based at
Imphal Barracks in Fulford and
have close ties with the city,
were heavily involved in the
fight to save the city from seri-
ous flooding last November.

Royal Irish set the
pace in Vietnam

Maj Steve McGrory, left, top, and
LCpl John Boyd experience the
claustrophobic NVA tunnel com-
plex at Cu Chi, north-west of
HoChi Minh City (Saigon) in the
Mekong Delta.

Maj McGrory led an eight-man
team from 4 R Irish on an expedi-
tion to Vietnam, believed to be the
first by the British Army, and is
keen to promote the region as a
fascinating and challenging venue
for adventurous training trips.

The Northern Ireland-based
party flew to Hanoi and climbed
the highest peak in Indochina,
Mount Fan Si Pan (10,309ft), in the
Hoang Lien range, before spend-
ing eight days trekking in the spec-
tacular Sa Pa region.

In the south of the country, they
visited many Vietnam battlefield
sites, including tunnel complexes,
US Army bases and the B-52 rav-
aged banks of the Dong Ba River.

Well done, the LADS

THE Light Aid Detachment REME of the
1st Battalion, The Royal Regiment of
Wales has been awarded a commendation
by the Director of Electrical and Mechani-
cal Engineering (Army), Brig Rod Crouch-
er, for its high-quality support during 2000.
It is the first time the commendation has
been given to a complete sub-unit.

® A PLAQUE in memory of Father Freder-
ick Freeley CF MC has been unveiled in the
Armed Forces Careers Office in Portsmouth.
It marks the 60th anniversary of his death. Fr
Freeley ministered to hundreds of naval and
military personnel in Portsmouth between
the First and Second World Wars.

REME Museum
echnology -

e

Fine detail: lest s model of the VW

Picture: Graeme Main

Beetle
mania

TINY handles that open the doors, a
cushion on the back seat, a steering
wheel that turns . . . the astonishing
details in the model pictured above
give few hints of the incredible story
behind it.

One of five made by apprentices
working at the “People’s Car” factory
at Wolfsburg, northern Germany
before the Second World War (one
was given to Hitler), it is worth an
estimated £40,000 - far more than
the real thing.

It was bequeathed to the REME
Museum of Technology at Arborfield
by the late Maj Ivan Hirst, a British
officer who wvirtually hauled the
German car industry out of the
rubble of the Second World War.

MILITARY GREEN

Hirst, who died last year aged 84,
was a young REME officer when he
was posted from a tank repair shop in
Brussels to the Wolfsburg factory,
much of which had been destroyed
during the war.

In the absence of orders, he and his
CO, Col Michael McEvoy, rigged a
prototype, painted it military green
and won an order for 20,000 from
Allied commanders.

The rest is history. By 1947 produc-
tion was up to 2,500 a month and the
seeds of Germany’s economic miracle
had been sown. Eventually, 22 million
of the cultish, hump-backed cars were
on the road. Hirst left Wolfsburg in
1949, a month before VW was hand-
ed over to West German management.

The REME Museum of Technology in Isaac
Newton Road, Arborfield, Berks, is open 0900
to 1630 Mon-Fri; 0900 to 1600 Fri; 1100 to
1600 Sun. There is an admission charge. Tel
0118 976 3375; website www.rememuseum @
gtnet.gov.uk
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- Sportswear_ & Printed Goods

www,clothingembroidered.co.uk

e-mail:enquiries@hargreaves-promotions.co.uk

tel:023 9282 2436

www.armyandoutdoor.co.uk

www.militarykit.com

Not just another kit list!
www. jenkins-wear.co.uk

._., i
BOOKS CLOTHING MOTOFIING

Military clothing, footwear &
equipment for the professionals
www.sass-kit.fshusiness.co.uk

wwsolciie rmagazine.co.uk

Premier kit shop in the north west for
Cadets/TA/Servicemen extras

THE ESSENTIAL JOB
SEARCH & BUSINESS
DIRECTORY

THE LIST ™

www.thelistuk.com

MARKET PLACE

www. ukartistsdirectory.co.uk
Artists, art holidays, art materials,
exhibitions and events
www.traser-uk.com
Traser Watches - the best for night
www.1stclasshalloons.co.uk -

Greetings for all occasions with a

‘Balloon in a Box'

www.eurolenscontactlenses.com

Contact lenses by mail, woh'dee

delivery
www.regimentalbrooches. co.

J M Bickerton Manufacturing
Jewellers. High class regimental

brooches

B@D@ﬂ WEB DIRECT?@E

owonﬁ?ames BUSINESS

Free carriage on orders over £500 exc vat for UK & BFPO

10 working day despatch service - allow 3-§ days for new designs

GUARANTEED ARMED FORCES DISCOUNT PRICES on all orders greater than 12

Tees, polos, sweatshirts & more
www.goldings.co.uk

Military tailoring
www.ensignmotifs.co.uk :
Embroidered and printed goods
www.bananamoon.co.uk
Embroidered leisurewear

http://elubs.yahoo.com/clubs/
exbritishforceskids

Forces schools sites - links to service
schools websites worldwide can be
viewed

www.farmerboys.com

The Duke of Edinburgh’s Royal
Regimental information site
www.fog.uk.com

The affinity group for officers and senior
NCOs

www.army-rlc.co.uk

Website for the Royal Logistic Corps

www.firsthookshop.com
Why go down to Amazon for books,
when you can visit a real bookshop
in a virtual world
www.empiremilitarybooks.co.uk
Specialist military, naval and
aviation mail order booksellers
www.helion.co.uk

14,500 military books and more!
www.palamanando.com
Palamanando Publishing

I WE] www.eurolenscontactlenses.com

LENS

CONTACT

LEN ES Acuvue . .

Focus".

disposable contact lenses - on-line

. Soflens 7.

Freshlook .. and more

MOTORING

3 . ] ==

ii www.natocars.co. uk

For people who drive a great deal!
- www.emctaxfree.com

; Europe’s largest tax-free specialist

www.royalengineers.org.uk

150 pages of information and news for all
serving & ex-members of the Corps of
Royal Engineers

www.61sqn.co.uk

The website for ex or serving members of
61 Field Support Squadron RE
WWw.recc.org.uk

The website for the Royal Engineers
Canoe Club

www.army-medic.org.uk

Current issues, up-to-date news and
keep in touch with serving and ex AMS
members

SERVICES

www.armedforces.co.uk
The website for UK Defence g
information - For everything you need
to know about the UK’s Navy, Army &
Air Force
www.friends.royal-engineers.co.uk
Dedicated Royal Engineers
searchline :
www.vimart.co.uk

The place to store your personal
history & search for lost pals
www.the-ex-forces-network.co.uk

For ex-Service personnel to maintain
contact with former friends
www.britforces.com
More fun than a CFT
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Rock on, Tommy — from flash to bang, this is one big, bad bike . . .

THE Lightning’s stubby exhaust trailed
out black noise and the scent of hot iron
permeated the air, writes Syd Taylor.

In the Sixties a roar like this would have
brought them running out of the coffee
bars, but the café cult is cold in its grave.
Today, this was a ride on the wild side into
rural Shropshire.

Some people — quite rightly — would

shake their fists in outrage at the sound of

the XI Lightning, but one grisly old
Rocker beamed from ear to ear at the
cobby silhouette of this big bad “sickle” as
I pulled onto the car park at the local pub.

Like me he loved fiery, snorty beasts
with good old-fashioned power fabricated
from simple unburstable muscle.

A non-standard Lightning like this one
— with its free-flowing exhaust, race
mapped ignition and lightweight carbon
fibre mudguards, tank cover, flyscreen,
belly-pan and more — is the kind of bike
that will give you freedom away from your
dog-day existence. It’s a bike for those
who don’t like rules, a creature that bites
back unless you get to grips with it.

There is, of course, a street warrior in
everyone and that’s where the XI Light-
ning’s appeal lies. The reason behind its
prowess rests within the design principles
of race engineer and racer Erik Buell, who
has experienced how ideas that work on
the race-track are valid on the road.

First, the centralisation of mass sharp-
ens steering and quickens responses, so
shock absorber and silencer are tucked
tight under the engine. Secondly, the
frame is particularly rigid thanks to
Buell’s unique “Uniplanar” engine
mounting system, which not only adds
stiffness to the frame but isolates vibra-
tion from the rider. Thirdly, unsprung
weight is kept to a minimum and last but
not least there’s that animal of an engine
giving simple raw and unsophisticated

Buell Lightning XI

Engine: 45-degree, fuel-
injected V-twin, dry sump.

95 bhp standard, 110 bhp as
tested, 86 Ib ft of torque at
5600 rpm.

Transmission: Five-speed,
final drive by Kevlar belt.
Frame: Tubular perimeter.
Suspension: Front, Showa

adjustable;

Brakes:

inverted forks,

rear, aluminium swingarm,
Showa extension type
damper, adjustable.
Wheels: Spun polished
aluminium (on test bike) 17in
front and rear.

Front, six-piston

calliper, 340mm disc;

rear, single piston calliper,
230mm disc.

Weight: 440Ib.
Performance: Top speed
about 145 mph.

Fuel Consumption: Around
50 mpg overall.

Price: £7,495 (basic).

power — a 1200cc 45-degree air-cooled,
fuel-injected Vec twin Thunderstorm,
based on the Harley Davidson 1200
Sportster.

The Buell motor delivers enough
torque to give all the acceleration a sane
body desires.

Once under way there’s no discernible
powerband - just progressive and power-
ful punch with no step-up on the cam: no
kick-in-the-pants — just an unrelenting
earth-tugging pull that’ll leave your vis-
cera back where you started.

At low speeds the torque is massive and
yet it’s well modulated so you can’t help
but feel a mix of awe and glee art piloting
such a charismatic beast. In built-up areas
you have to take care to keep the noise
down if you've any sort of conscience.

éThere's a street warrior
in everyone 9

Gearing is as tall as a mountain. First
will take you to 70 mph-plus. This helps at
times, though, because the mighty torque
lets you stay in one gear longer than you
would on a multi-cylinder machine.
Around town you rarely need to go higher
than first or second — just as well, because
clutch action is rather heavy.

Gear-changing is solid and precise,
reinforcing the tough quality feel of this
virtually indestructible machine. Overkill,
of course, is an American principle and
that’s why old Harleys never die — the
same will hold good for a Buell.

Complementing performance is sharp
handling. Thanks to Erik Buell bending
those frame tubes, the Lighning is tight,
taut, steers well, rides firmly and handles
like a real sportster. Braking performance
is reassuringly good, too.

A Buell Lightning kitted out in this
way 18 a mean piece of machinery. Rugged
and butch, it’s challenging vet fun to
throw about, bringing a smile to your
face — just like it did to that grisly old
Rocker on the car park.
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Dreamon... ——

ROADSTAR'S pocket television is testament to the theory that all
good things come in small packages.

Its high resolution LCD screen boasts outstanding colour, contrast
and brightness and measures just 10cm by 10cm. But what the Road-
star lacks in size it more than makes up for in features with autoscan
tuning, an A/V input socket, detachable battery pack and even its
own remote control.

@ £299, from www.innovations.co.uk (0870 9087002).

SPECS APPEAL

THIS latest model in the Olympus Eye-Trek series has been
tailored to enhance the PlayStation 2 gaming experience.

The Eye-Trek FMD-20P gives the viewer big-screen
impact with the light and easy feel of wearing a pair of
sunglasses.

The multi-media glasses’ rich stereo sound and large-
format screen make games and DVDs more gripping and
exciting, providing users with an amazing level of intensi-
ty and immediacy.

@ £299.99, for stockist information call 0800 0720070.

Switchedon...

PUNCH HIS LIGHTS OUT

SLAMMAN allows its users to experience the aerobic benefits of boxing without
fear of sustaining a broken nose.

Designed to sharpen your reflexes and co-ordination, SlamMan tells you
exactly when and where to hit him via eight target LEDs. Adjustable strike sensors
determine how hard you have to hit each target to make the light go out.

And because SlamMan's striking surfaces are made from ultra-dense moulded
foam, you can punch him as hard as you can and he always relams his shape.

@ £299, from www.innovations.co.uk (0870 9087002).

DOI'T TELL TALES

THE pocket-sized Truster Emotion Reader
enables users to put their friends’ honesty to
the test - whether face-to-face or over the
telephone.

When people lie their voice carries a unique
sonic stress pattern that the speaker can't
control, and lie detectors work by sensing
these waves.

The Truster does this with state-of-the-
art voice recognition technology that uses
algorithms to analyse excitement,
tension and emotion.

After a 10-15 second calibration to
adjust itself to the subject’s voice, the
detector works in real-time, indicating
stress levels and results.

@ £89.99, from www.innovations.co.uk
(0870 9087002).
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Uisionon...

ENEMY AT THE GATES, UHS/DUD

BRITISH actors Jude Law and
Joseph Fiennes lead the cast in
this epic thriller based on the
story of real-life hero Vassili Zait-
sev, whose exploits at Stalingrad
form one of the most famous
sagas to emerge from the Second
World War.

Setin 1942, Enemy at the Gates
personalises the fierce fight
between Russian and German
forces for the city of Stalingrad,
which claimed the lives of
approximately 1,100,000 Soviet
soldiers.

The film begins when Danilov
(Fiennes), a Soviet political offi-
cer, encounters Zaitsev (Law), a
simple soldier from the Urals who
is a crack shot.

Zaitsev joins a sniper unit and
his dangerous missions are
chronicled and embellished upon
by Danilov and before long
Russia have a much-needed hero.

But while Zaitsev's glory reju-
venates the battle-tired troops,
Danilov becomes jealous of the
legend he has created when they

both fall in love with fellow sol-
dier Tania (Rachel Weisz).

Eager to break the Russians’
new found resistance, the Ger-
mans draft in their own celebrat-
ed sniper, Major Konig (Ed
Harris), and the two sharp-shoot-
ers become embroiled in a per-
sonal deadly dual, stalking each
other through the rubble of Stal-
ingrad.

UERDICT: Do not dismiss Enemy af the
Gatesas just another love story. Unlike
recent box-office flop Pearl Harbor,
romance does not come at the cost of
action.

With the vendetta between Zaitsev
and Honig taking centre stage, the
action is explicit and unrelenting, and
as with Saving Private Ryan, scenes of
the wider conflict in Stalingrad are
portrayed in graphic fashion.

There is little to criticise about
director Jean-Jacques Annaud’s por-
traval of Zaitseu's story, although his
wisdom in allowing the cast to use
their own natural accents is question-
able.

If you missed it at the cinema then
don’t make the same mistake again. &/10

Gameon...

LEISURE

From Russia with love: Screen lovers Jude Law and Rachel Weisz

| win...wn...wmn...win.

WI...wm...wm...wn... |

SOLDIER has joined forces with Fox Pathé
Home Entertainment to offer readers a fantas- |

tic multi-media giveaway.

For your chance to win one of five Enemy at
the Gates video, book and CD sets, simply

answer the following question:

Who is Jude Law’s real-life love interest?

a) Rachel Weisz; b) Sadie Frost; ¢) Madonna

Send your answers on a postcard to Fox
Pathé competition, Soldier, Ordnance Road,
Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU. The winners will
be drawn at random from the correct answers =
received by October 1. Usual rules apply.

GANGSTERS 2, PC

ENEMYRLGATES

-~

§ i

SET in the fictional state of Temper-
ance during the early years of prohi-
bition, Gangsters 2 immerses
players into a shady world where
violence solves everything.

The game follows the story of one
man's quest to avenge the mob-
killing of his father. Players must
become entangled in a life of organ-
ised crime, building a family of
arsonists, explosives experts, hit-
men and card-sharks, to ensure that

-3

OP FLASHPOINT UPDATE, PC

CODEMASTERS has released an
interim update for its best-selling
Cold War military simulator,
Operation Flashpoint.

The free download is available
from the game's website,
www.codemasters.com/flash-
point, and offers a number of
enhancements including accurate
shadow casting for weapons and
improved aircraft handling. The
download also allows players to
place their own face on their in-
game character.

4 A content upgrade pack,
featuring brand new weapons

SOLDIER September 2001

and missions for the game, will
follow shortly.

| COMPETITION: SECOND SHOT ]

CODEMASTERS are offering readers
another chance to win a copy of their
hit-game Operation Flashpoint. All
you have to do to win one of five
copies of the game is answer the fol-
lowing question: In which month did
Soldier first review Operation Flash-
point?

Send your answers on a postcard to
Codemasters competition, Soldier, Ord-
nance Road, Aldershot, Hants GU1I
2DU. Competition closes October 1.

gangster-style justice is served.

UERDICT: The don of gangster sims. 7/10

RUGBY, PS2

UERDICT: Prepare to experience the
big-hitting and fast-paced world of

international rugby. 9/10

AS always with an Electronic Arts
sports title, the attention to detail
featured in Rugby is explicit.

To even stand a chance of winning
the Six Nations, Tri-Nations series or
world championships, gamers will
have to become intimately familiar
with their squad of players and the
types of set-plays that work against
different opposition.

The game also features 23 faithful-
ly modelled international stadiums,
including Twickenham, Murrayfield
and Ellis Park, along with expert
play-by-play commentary by the
voice of rugby, Bill McLaren.



Execution shots echo
down through history

BETWEEN September 1914 and
November 1920, 346 men were
executed by British firing squads.
Blindfold and Alone:
British Military
Executions in the
Great War (Cassells,
£25) is a complete
history of this
emotive subject.
Authors Cathryn
Corns and John

Hughes-Wilson,

a retired colonel,

have produced a
highly readable

account which examines

in detail the transcripts of the most
contentious court martials. The
book’s achievement is to set events in
the context of time and place,
avoiding the pitfalls of judging the
executions with 21st century
consciences.

silindt :“t‘\\'{‘e
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Wartime story of
an SAS original
SGT Jim Almonds of the Guards
Commandos sailed for the Middle
East in January 1941 with David
Stirling and others destined
to become Special Air
Service originals. After
intensive training in the
desert, Almonds was
captured and
shipped to a PoW
camp in Italy from
which he
escaped twice.
P2 After 32 days on
the run behind
enemy lines, and
mapping an enemy minefield, he
reached US forces at the front line.
His remarkable story is told stylishly
by his daughter, former WRAC officer
Lorna Almonds Windmill, in
Gentleman Jim (Constable, £18.99).

Celebrating the life of
a cartoonist genius

IN “Old Bill”, Capt Bruce Bairnsfather
of the Royal Warwickshire Regiment
created one of the best-loved
characters of the First
. World War - a pipe-
\, smoking, mustachioed
old trooper. But his
. masterpiece was the
ﬁﬁzl‘f*" Better ‘Ole cartoon,
— " first published in
% 1915 (see cover,
left). It was a
phenomenal
success and
has been
plagiarised more or less
continuously ever since. The story of
Bairnsfather's life is told in Tonie and
Valmai Holt's In Search of the Better
‘Ole (Leo Cooper, £19.95), which
includes a listing of his works and
collectables.

Interview: Anthony Stone
Picture: Steve Dock

HISTORIES of the Gulf War can be as dry as
the desert and about as intelligible as Iraqi
battle plans written in Arabic. It is refreshing,
then, to read a first-person account that com-
bines anecdote with context to produce a
vividly readable story.

From the beginning of Desert Fire — The
Driary of a Gulf War Gunner (Pen and Sword,
£19.95%) the reader is treated to the unique
perspective of Andrew Gillespie, officer com-
manding O Battery (The Rocket Troop) in
2nd Field Regiment.

“As a career officer in the British Army it is
strange to relate that I

by desert fire

Diaries form the basis for the first, and so far the only,
gunner account of the Gulf War from a British angle

breeze block, but it was wonderful and never
went wrong. Sometimes the camera was so
hot you could barely pick it up. Tape
recorders and razors ceased to work, but the
camera carried on, battered and worn.”

A decade has passed since those pivotal
events, but the thing that sticks in his mind
was the huge scale of the operation.

“It was a time of bonding,” Lt Col Gille-
spie recalled. “It was equal misery for all.
When it rained, it rained on the highest and
the lowest. We all went to war together, so
whatever happens from now on, we will
always have that one bond.

“Right up until the time we headed for the
breach a lot of us thought it was not going to

happen. We thought at

never ever expected to go ‘lt seemEd incredible the last moment the

to war,” he writes. The
subsequent pages tell the
story of what happened
when he did.

During the war, Maj
Gillespie, as he then was,
kept records of his expe-
riences through diary entries, letters and
photographs. It eventually took five years to
piece together the wealth of material into a
book.

“The fact that it is written in a ‘what I did
in my summer holidays’ style is what makes it
interesting,” he told Soldier at his office at
Larkhill, where he is now the chief instructor
of tactics at the School of Gunnery.

Throughout the campaign Maj Gillespie
took photographs with his trusty old Pentax.
“It was steam-driven and about the size of a

to us that the Iraqis
would go down the
route that would lead
to their annihilation 9

Iraqis would back down.

us that they would go
down the route that
would lead to their anni-
hilation.”

Thorough training on
exercises in places like BATUS in Canada
had prepared the gunners well for the task in
hand. The main difference between training
and operations was to be found in scale and
tempo.

“Our drills and procedures stood the test of
time and war,” he said. “There is not a lot
that I would have done differently. The kit
stood up extremely well.”

This news might disappoint those in the
media who delight in finding fault in British-
made hardware. But the guns, simple and

It seemed incredible to

Lt Col Andrew Gillespie: Never expected to go
to war, but drills and procedures stood the test

effective, performed well and Warrior was
outstanding.

“I had the first prototype of the artillery
battery commander’s Warrior,” Lt Col Gille-
spie said. “The vehicle went all the way from
Saudi Arabia across Iraq to Kuwait City with-
out a hiccup. I did not have a breakdown with
any of my fleet.”

Andrew Gillespie never thought he would

go to war, or write a book for that martter. But
he has accomplished both with flair and dis-
tinction.
* Copies are available from the Royal Artillery
Institution at a special discount price of £15 plus
pé&p. Details available from RAI, Artillery House,
Front Parade, RA Barracks, Woolwich, London
SE18 4BH. Telephone 020 8781 3733.

Track down
that train!

A Guide to Military Museums and
other Places of Military Interest by Ter-
ence and Shirley Wise (published by the
authors, distributed by Imperial Press,
Garth Lane, Knighton, Powys LD7 1HH;
ring-bound, board covers, £5).

Review: Brian Jewell

WHERE in Britain can the following be
found?

a) First World War Ambulance Train

b) Army schoolroom of about 1860

¢) Second World War German U-boat
d) Reproduction of a frieze on Trojan’s
Column

e) The only surviving wooden frigate.

Don’t write in. The answers are below,
but for much more information, all you
have to do is spend £5 on the tenth edi-
tion of A Guide ro Military Musewms and
other Places of Military Inrerest, which first
appeared in 1969,

More than 370 museums, sites and
collections are listed and the layout has
been simplified so the entries appear
under the names of the towns or nearest
towns.

Each entry includes a brief summary of
what can be seen on display, the facilities
offered, admission prices and opening
hours, phone and fax numbers, website
addresses and directions on how to get
there for the more rural locations.

A comprehensive index lists the many
Army units, naval ships and establish-
ments, and RAF stations (squadrons
appear under individual entries) covered
by the museums.

Really good value for a fiver.

Answers to opening questions:

a) Army Medical Services Museum, Aldershot
b) The Barracks, Berwick-on-Tweed

c) Historic Warships at Birkenhead

d) Lunt Roman Fort, Coventry

e) HMS Unicorn, Dundee

I it

Commando: The Elite Fight-

Originally published in 1974

a former RTR officer and holder

in one of the German units

Albuhera and dedicated to

Among latest additions to the

ing Forces of the Second
World War by Sally Dugan. The
delights of tinned cheese and
going unwashed for 11 weeks
in the desert are two memo-
rable personal glimpses from
this gripping narrative accom-
panying the TV series. The sur-
vivors’ recollections help to
make  their  extraordinary
exploits come alive again.
(Channel 4 Books, £15.99.)

Battle by Kenneth Macksey.

under the title Anatomy of a
Battle, this account of an
infantry, tank and artillery battle
outside Caen, Normandy, in
1944 is vividly real — under-
standably, because the author,

of the Military Cross, took part.
(Grub Street, £15.99.)

Rommel and Caporetto by
John Wilks and Eileen Wilks.
Young Lt Erwin Rommel served

Soldier ordering service

All books mentioned on these pages are available from Helion & Company,
who can also supply 14,500 in-print military books and operate a free book-
search; p&p is extra. All major credit/switch cards taken. Please allow up to
28 days for delivery. Postal address: Helion & Company, 26 Willow Road,

Solihull, West Midlands B91 1UE, UK (tel 0121 705 3393; fax 0121 711 1315).

E-mail: books@helion.co.uk  Website: http://www.helion.co.uk

which took part in the Austro-
German attack at Caporetto in
1917, forcing the [ltalians to
retreat to within 20 miles of
Venice. This book focuses on
the battle and the man. (Leo
Cooper, £19.95.)

Against All Hazards: Poems
of the Peninsular War by
Harry Turner. Kiplingesque
verse inspired by the sacrifices
of the 57th (West Middlesex)
Regiment — the Diehards — at

British soldiers, “of all ranks
past, present and future”.
(Spellmount, £15.)

The Crucible of War, Barrie
Pitt's much-acclaimed history
of the Desert War 1940-43,
has been reissued by Cassell
in three substantial paperback
volumes priced at £14.99
each, titled Wavell's Com-
mand, Auchinleck's Com-

mand and Montgomery and

Alamein.

Cassell Military Paperbacks
series of reissued classics, all
priced at £6.99, are The Battle
of France, 1940 and Field
Marshal Earl Haig, both by
Philip Warner, and The Colditz
Story by Pat Reid.

Wolfe of Quebec by Robin
Reilly. Former Army officers
study of one of our least like-
ly heroes, first published in
1960. (Cassell, paperback,
£14.99).
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Putting cross-hairs on
the sniper’s world

WO1 Mark Spicer, one of the Army’s
most experienced operational snipers
and instructors, has distilled his 18
years of experience into
Sniper: The
techniques and
equipment of a
deadly
marksman
(Salamander Books,
£20). lllustrated with
many colour
photographs and
diagrams, this guide
covers technical training,
camouflage, concealment

and shooting techniques and how
snipers operate in all terrains and
weather conditions. A lesson from the
book is that the sniper who believes
he knows best at all times will quickly
die. It is always possible to learn from
others, be they more or less
experienced than himself.

Writing details life
among the warriors
RECENTLY published in paperback,
Going to the Wars (Pan, £7.99)
follows Max Hastings's career as

a correspondent
through some of
the bloodiest
action of modern
times. His ambition
was to join The
Parachute Regiment,
but it was not to be
and he became a war
reporter instead. His
knowledge of soldiers
and his empathy with
their profession sets his writing apart.
Arguably his greatest scoop was
when he walked into Port Stanley
ahead of the British landing force in
1982. This is boys' own adventure of
the highest order from a master of
his craft.

Heavy metal sound

began on Somme

MORE than 50 years before the Battle
of the Somme, engineers sketched
out ideas for armoured fighting
vehicles. They were not built because
the steam engines and
armour of the
time weren’t up
toit. In The
British Tanks
1915-19 (Crowood
Press, £19.95),
David Fletcher tells of
the early experiments
and of the personalities
who shaped this
devastating weapon. He

details the design and production of
the early tanks and their use in the
battlefield. The book, an addition to
Crowood's armour series, makes
extensive use of photographs from
Bovington Tank Museum'’s archives.




All polymer case and
strap (ultra light).
traser lights on all 3
-a; hands. Push-in crown.
v

] 40 month battery.
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Military personnel can now buy traser - & 7 6.5 \\\@ ° Civilian price: £134
products direct from Soldier magazine! st'?/ /1l \\\9.,&
. o
OS inc. P&P
Chosen by many of the world's elite military units,
/ traser products have proven themselves in active
2 duty throughout the globe. Watch features include
2 a precision Swiss movement, rugged case

construction and an array of traser lights that
enable you to see the time quickly and accurately

r . 3 inless steel “
under any conditions, anytime - day or night! - Sy ——

Carbon bezel. Velcro
strap. traser lights
on all 3 hands.

40 month battery.
Civilian price: £184

\ Every watch in the range is guaranteed for 2 years
(Light source for 10). All have a one-direction
rotating bezel and feature a double O-ring seal,
with a screw down crown making them water resistant
to 200 metres.

inc. P&P

GlowRings

The amazing traser GlowRing features the same lighting
technology as used on the dials of traser watches. They
can be seen from 20 feet away in complete darkness -

clip ‘em to your keys, your kit bag or anything you'd \
rather not lose! I
Titanium case. Velcro

strap. Screw down
crown. Hardened
sapphire glass.

40 month battery.
Civilian price: £204

|i"' L ) inc. P&P

Yellow, Blue & Green Unit size:
Soldier price only £14.99 inc. Pap 50mm x 10mm

2 x Green, Yellow, Blue, Purple,
Soldier price only £20.99 inc. pap

Krill Lamps™

The Krill electronic lightstick is the ultimate replacement for
the chemical ones you use once and throw away! Using state
of the art electro-luminescent technology they are guaranteed
to glow for more than 3,000 hours (120 hours per set of 2xAA
batteries). Easy twist on/off operation, water-resistant to 50
metres and powerfull enough to use for map reading or as a

personnel marker during night manoceuvres. : =)
180 version PVD coated stainless
Available in five colours (Blue, Red, Green, White and Yellow) £ steel case & strap.
in either 360-degree or 180-degree versions. 9,
P - Screw down
Soldier price only £20.99 inc. Par 0. =) crown. Hardened
. j sapphire glass.
®* A 8 year lithium battery.
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Hail to our
conquering
sportsmen

A SIZEABLE chunk of Britain’s
sport-loving couch potatoes were
treated last month to the sight of our
boys in red trouncing the country’s
finest rugby players.

With the help of the BBC’s Grand-
stand programme, the nation (admit-
tedly deprived of Test cricket on
Channel 4 by a timely downpour at
Headingley) tuned in to watch the
British Army hammer Newcastle Fal-
cons in the final of the Middlesex
Sevens at Twickenham.

It was very much a case of David
slaying the giants of professional
rugby. And having seen off the cream
of the country’s high-earning club
sides, the soldiers dispersed to do
what they are paid to do. Be soldiers.

L A

Soon after parading their slick han-
dling and elusive running skills in the
world’s most prestigious club sevens
competition, half of the Army’s squad
were winging their way back to duty
in places such as Ballykinler, Ballykel-
ly and Belfast. A soldier of The Black
Watch returned to his post on the
Macedonian border.

Nice to know that in this age of
sporting specialisation (underwritten,
of course, by large salaries), a bunch
of guys can still turn up at rugby
headquarters, do the biz, and march
off to defend Queen and country.

LA

® PJHQ’s response to your letters
(see Mail) on the welfare package
offered to soldiers on Saif Sareea 2 in
Oman includes a positive message.

While it offers no immediate com-
fort to soldiers and families separated
for many months without benefit of
R&R, it states unequivocally that a
“widespread review” of policy is
under way. It also tells us that next
year’s review of operational welfare
will focus specifically on the support
provided to dependants.

Of one thing we can be sure: your
views have reached the ears of those
who can improve the system.

SOLDIER September 2001
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SUEBONNEY

hat's wrong
with M-word?

IT IS a funny thing about the M-
word. Marriage, that is. To many
people these days it implies loss
of independence and identity,
rather than a joint commitment.

And if you looked from outside
at the attitudes to spouses within
the Army, phrases like “depen-
dant”, “wife-of” and “headless
family” would do nothing to
change that view.

So perhaps it’s not surprising
that some soldiers and their part-
ners prefer not to formalise their
relationship in the eves of the Army by
getting married.

I met an NCO earlier this year who
told me that he kept his partner and the
Army well away from each other, and
believed this attitude to be shared by
many of his contemporaries.
based in Tidworth and his partner lived
in the Midlands, where she held down a
good career.

They saw each other at weekends. He
had no intention of asking her to give up
her job to become an Army wife and
follow him around. I have a feeling he
thought she would say no if he did.

Perhaps this was the situation in the
recent well-publicised case of a deceased
soldier’s partner left with a baby. The
couple concerned were committed to
each other, and were expecting a child.
But they hadn’t got married — despite
knowing that marriage was the criterion
by which the Armed Forces
allocates vital things such as
housing, pensions and widows’
benefits . . . and despite the sol-
dier being involved in a highly
dangerous section of a danger-
ous profession.

No one can say they didn’t
know the rules, but the surviving partner
still felt able to take the MoD to court,
and to the European Court if necessary,
for not allowing her the widow’s pension
to which she felt entitled on the basis of
the relationship.

The implication was that marriage
itself was unnecessary and immaterial,
required only by an old-fashioned system.
In response, the MoD, unusually, did not
remain behind a closed door marked
“No”. Instead, it announced it would
look “sympathetically” at her claim.

The acceptance of partners in civilian

Sue Bonney is
Editor of the AFF
Families Journal

He was

éPerhaps it's
time to think
the unthink-
able and just
leave things
as they are ?

society and the effects of human
rights legislation mean the MoD
is having to consider how it deals
with soldiers’ non-married part-
ners and their rights, if any, to
such things as pensions. It is a
very difficult and complex issue
— not least because any changes
made may affect more than one
aspect of welfare provision, such
as entitlement to housing.

nominate their unmarried part-
ner as next-of-kin and recipient
of any gratuity, death-in-service payment
or surviving pension seems fair and rea-
sonable. But the other side to this is
accompanied service. What if a partner
wishes to accompany their soldier on a
posting? Does the MoD then provide
housing?

Does it have enough housing available
to do so? And if not, is it prepared to
increase its costs and the number of hir-
ings? And what if the posting is overseas
— can non-married partners qualify for
dependant status, with all the implied
entitlements?

So, do we want the system to change?
And if so, how much? In the AFF’s
Changing Attitudes survey, 53 per cent
of the spouses we asked were in favour of
acknowledging partners, with 32 per cent
against.

Non-married couples are an accepted
part of society and it isn’t surprising that
a small majority felt it reasonable
for the Army to acknowledge
them. But a great deal depends
on what you mean by “acknowl-
edging”, and I suspect much
also depends on your definition
of “partner”.

If the current criterion of mar-
riage is abandoned, it would have to be
replaced by some other definition of a
long-term partnership. But what? Some-
thing along the lines of a common-law
spouse? Or length of relationship? Or
existence of children? Or even some kind
of formal declaration of commitment?

The devil is undoubtedly in the detail.
It makes me wonder what is so wrong
with the M-word — a simple answer to a
complicated question. Perhaps it’s time
to think the unthinkable and just leave
things as they are.

Now, that would make a change.

Allowing soldiers the right to
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One shower \What comes after
quick-fix Reader?

has to do
for 22 of us

THE accommodation I'm expected to live
in at Bulford is a disgrace. We’ve been told
the budget will not cover basic faults, only
emergencies. Examples include a leaking
sink (we empty a strategically-placed bucket
once a day) and one working shower (out
of four) for 22 soldiers.

Yet we are still charged for the privilege
of living here. We've been told that unless
the block is going to fall down faults won’t
be repaired, and the advice we’ve been
given is to do repairs at our own expense.

A civvy tenant wouldn’t put up with
what we live in — the place would be shut
down. — Corporal (name supplied),
Picton Bks, 3 (UK) Div HQ, Bulford.

A Col Nigel Josling, for DAEO, responds:
I have been assured that funds in the order of
£11,000 were allocated to the routine mainte-
nance of Blocks 14B, C and D at Picton Bar-
racks during the period April 2000 to March
2001. In addition, £90,000 was spent on
redecoration. Picton Barracks will be consid-
ered for inclusion in the second phase of Pro-
ject Reader next year. It is too early to say
what would be done, but similar projects have
covered the refurbishment of toilets, ablu-
tions, drying rooms, stairs and corridors.

| appreciate that this is all “jam tomorrow”
and that in the eyes of many the Army has
done too little to maintain or improve living
accommodation. However, we are where we
are and | and my staff — many of us in post for
a year or less — have put SLA at the top of our
agenda for improving the estate as a whole.

MY comments reflect the general
feeling at Kinnegar Station, home
of the Northern Ireland Combat
Service Support Regiment.

Lack of privacy is a common
complaint, with most men in four-
man rooms, which is unacceptable
in this day and age. The booking-
out system is medieval. It would be
nice to be treated the same as
married personnel who live in
Palace Barracks across the road -
abandon or extend the curfew.
There are few facilities on camp so
this would be a great benefit.

Finally, the camp is plagued by
the stench of sewage from a treat-
ment plant near the camp gate.
Surely something could be done
about this. — LCpl Tony Rothero, 26
Sqgn, NICSS Regt, BFPO 806.

AFTER reading “Between the lines with
Project Reader”, “Corimec it ain’t” and
“Single soldier disturbed by unfair
allowance” (July issue), I write
for the sake of all singlies.

One of my concerns is that
after the quick-fix Reader has been tried,
little or no modification or rebuilds will
take place for several years,

“Corimec it ain’t” has potential, but
can you explain why lockers (sorry, ward-

robes) and furniture have to be fitted? If

they were free-standing the occupant could
move the stuff around to his or her liking.

While the modification work is taking
place, will the drainage systems be over-
hauled at the same time? In JHQ this is
not just restricted to SLA (single living
accommodation) but is widespread. If the
system can’t cope now, how is it going to
handle additional demands?

Regarding “Single soldier disturbed by
unfair allowance” and Cpl Batty’s refer-
ence to owning furniture, we singlies do
buy items to make our rooms more
homely. But we can’t ship them to our
next posting without incurring charges so
have to sell at a loss and buy new furniture
at the next location.

The article failed to say that when mar-
ried personnel move into a quarter they
know it will be in good repair. My last
three postings have meant me going to a
DIY store and buying filler and paint (not
reclaimable) to patch up my quarter. This

Kinnegar pong leaves a bad taste

A Lt Col Alistair Duncan, CO NICSS Regi-
ment responds:

Accommodation: Single living accommoda-
tion (SLA) in Kinnegar is of a Grade 1 standard

.and is only five-to-eight years old. It was, how-

ever, built before the concept of all soldiers
having their own rooms with en-suite facilities
(Type Z).

Consequently, the majority of the accommo-
dation comprises four-man rooms and it is
acknowledged that these lack a degree of priva-
cy. The Army is committed to progressively
upgrading all SLA to Grade 1 Z+ (single rooms
with en-suite facility).

The accommodation in Kinnegar is relatively
new, however, so it is unlikely that SLA will be
addressed in the first tranche. It should be noted
that single soldiers do not pay for accommoda-
tion in Northern Ireland.

Booking-out system: Restrictions placed on
movement might be seen to be irksome but are
there to protect personnel from the very real
threat of terrorist attack. The booking-out
process adopted at Kinnegar Station is a tried

expense gets many singlies’ backs up.
This should, of course, be actioned by the
quartermaster, but we are either told the
work will be carried out, which
rarely happens, or that if the pre-
vious occupant had looked after
it, it wouldn’t be in that state. Either way
the current individual losses out.

Why is that? Are you sure singlies are
not treated as second-class citizens? — Cpl
W Addy, AGC (SPS), HQ UKSC(G),
JHQ Rheindahlen. ;

A Roger Eustis of the Army Estate
Organisation responds:

Although Cpl Addy covers a number of
issues, | will focus on the future plans beyond
Project Reader in Germany. Reader is very
much a limited quick-fix, aimed at addressing
some of the worst shortcomings in the near
term. Starting in 2003, an extensive pro-
gramme of works to both SLA and Service
families accommodation (SFA) will start to
deliver improved conditions at a number of
locations across Germany under a separate
initiative called Project Puma (Programme to
Upgrade and Modernise Accommodation).

1 hope Soldier will carry more details on
Puma in the future, but for now it is in the
strategic planning stage. Expenditure of such
large sums has to be carefully planned to
ensure the right areas are targeted and that
we fulfil the expectations of the occupants.
Puma will address shortcomings right across
the Germany theatre. Works are expected to
start in early 2003. More than £300 million
has been ring-fenced for Puma, to be spent
over the next ten years. e

and tested one adapted to ensure the safety of
those individuals for which the Army has a duty
of care. G2 HQNI and unit operations staff con-
stantly monitor the security situation to ensure
best security practice is adopted.

Sewage smell: | can only concur with the
writer that the smell of sewage emanating from
the treatment plant adjacent to camp is often
most unpleasant. This is not a new issue as, the
station, formerly AO Depot, occupied the site in
1937 and the treatment plant has been here
since 1955.

In recent years the local council raised the
issue of the methane emissions from the plant to
Welsh Water who control the plant. Welsh Water
have spent several million pounds to ensure that
methane emissions are within the prescribed five
parts per billion to conform to legislation. Clearly
this is a matter which is of concern to all resi-
dents in the Holywood/Kinnegar area and it is
being examined by the local authority.

Hopefully with the new plant now in operation
things will improve. Indeed it is considerably
better now than it was a year ago.
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A new gift catalogue, ABF Despatches, is to be launched soon. If you are
stuck for a gift idea, Despatches is for you — specially-selected military kit at
SPECIAL prices and a great range for families, particularly children. Plus the
exclusive Piscator collection and our extended range of Christmas cards.
Every gift you buy helps our national charity — the ABF. For your own copy,
call Marcia on 020 7591 2058 or Amanda on 01285 713466 or write to us at
ABF Despatches, Douglas Bader House, Fairford, Glos GL7 4DL.

ARMY
BENEVOLENT
FUND

Call 020 7591 2000 or visit www.armybenevolentfund.com

MFO leaves room
for improvement

YOU printed a picture (July, Page 3) of
what a living-in single soldier can achieve
by buying his own furniture and personal-
ising his room/bed space. I spent close to
£2,000 on a king-size bed, bookcases and
TV cabinets to provide a more homely
atmosphere in my own room,

However, on approaching my Quarter-
master’s Department about what would
happen on a posting back to the United
Kingdom, I was told that I would be lim-
ited to 4.7 cu m of MFO (Military Freight
Organisation).

I could barely fit my personal posses-
sions into that, let alone my furniture. So
the only solution is to sell my furniture (at

a loss) or to pay for a civilian company
(out of my own pocket) to move it back to
the UK.

This wouldn’t be such a kick in the

teeth were it not for the fact that single
soldiers still do not receive the same ben-
efits or allowances as married personnel
in terms of disturbance and removals.
I am aware that a review is currently
taking place to re-evaluate disturbance
allowance, but surely with the emphasis
on retention and the millions to be spent
over the next few years on single accom-
modation, the rules should be changed as
soon as possible. = Cpl McKendry,
1(UK) ADSR, Herford.

OFFICER or other rank; serving or civvy . . . Soldier welcomes your letters. Please keep them brief and to
the point. We'd prefer them to be typed but if they are handwritten, put names, addresses and in block cap-
itals (not necessarily for publication). A prize from the our gift collection will be awarded each month if we
judge that a letter, serious or humorous, merits it. Acceptance or rejection of letters is the decision of the
Editor, who reserves the right to amend for length, clarity or style. Anonymous letters will not be considered.
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Not the first

| THINK you were right in your article to
be wary of claiming a first for SSgt
Georgina Smith as the first female artifi-
cer in REME. SSgt Smith may very well
be the first female artificer of her trade,
but to claim her to be the first female arti-
ficer in REME is, | am fairly sure, incor-
rect. Shortly after completion of my
artificer course in 1991, SSgt Jane Clay
completed her Art Tels Course and it was
claimed then that she was the first.
Records showed that someone else
completed her course in the 1960s. You
also state that those in the photo were
the first to gain an HND through the
Army artificer system. | received mine in
1991 and there were loads before me
(and quite a few since). — Keith Alderton,
WO1(ASM), Tracer LSA Manager.

SSgt Georgina Smith wasn’t the first
female artificer in the REME. That claim
is held by SSgt Liz Hollingsworth (Art
Tels 37, | think) in 1966-68. She was on
course at Arborfield ahead of me. — Glynn
Winterbottom, Houghton Regis, Beds.

Better off inside

| HAVE followed your correspondence on
TV licences with interest. May | suggest
that all single personnel write to their MP
asking why they have to purchase a
licence while individuals currently occu-
pying accommodation in HM Prisons do
not have to do so. - Lt Col (Ret'd) Tom
Frizell OBE, Newcastle Emlyn.

icv?
Open-door policy?
ON the issue of accommodation, there
are eight of us sharing a Detention Cell
in MCTC Colchester and personally | -
think that the cells here are better than
eight-man rooms in battalions.
Eight-man room, en-suite, if the room
were carpeted and the door open it
would be perfect.

Why don’t soldiers take what they

have and make the best of it? - D
Holmes, 1 R Anglian.

Just get on with it

| WAS one of the first into Kosovo and
some of the comments on welfare (Vox
pop, July) made me angry. We had a job
to do and just got on with it. For those
complaining about the poor state of the
football pitch, we had no time for football
because most of us were working 20-
hour days. We had shower bags and
washed our clothes by hand. As for TV,
what TV? We could only make a phone
call when we had time and were located
where phones were set up. | must say the
BFPO system was good for getting our
blueys home and getting mail to us.

Stop having a go at the welfare provi-
sion and be happy for what you have got
- that is what being in the Army is all
about. That's why the British Army is the
best. — LCpl Gavin Martin, 1 R Irish.
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elfare package missed our

squadron on Saif Sareea 2

MY husband is serving with 45 Field
Support Squadron RE, 28 Engineer Reg-
iment on Exercise Saif Sareea 2 in Oman.
As an Army wife of nearly six years I feel I
have had good experience of Army ways
and knew when I married a soldier that
separation was inevitable.

However, we are faced with an unusual
situation. The unit deployed for an exer-
cise (not a tour) at the beginning of June
and is not due to return until December.

Yet the welfare package we received is
virtually non-existent. We have been
granted flights back to the UK (for which
I am grateful) but there is no rest and
recuperation (R&R). We have been told
the squadron will get four days of in-the-
atre R&R, which doesn’t help anyone.

R&R boosts morale and gives families
and soldiers something to look forward to.

The answers we are getting do not add
up. Why are soldiers from other regi-
ments out there flying home on R&R to
be with their families when our men are
not? The rest of 28 Engr Regt was due on
Saif Sareea in August, by which time our
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husbands/wives/partners had been away
for three months. It wouldn’t be so bad if
the squadron didn’t go away so often, but
they are due to go to Kosovo next May for
yet another six-month tour. — Army wife
(name supplied), Hameln.

THE answer given to the letter “This wel-
fare package has a sting in the tail” (July)
was that all tours over two months (for
example, Saif Sareea 2) qualified for
operational welfare support.

I’m one of the lucky ones taking part,
but unlucky enough to be here for six
months and am not receiving the full
package. I am expected not to see my wife
for six months and only speak to her for
20 minutes a week (less if I need to phone
my bank or sort out other problems).

Some RLC units here are getting the
full package — ten days of R&R"at home
with two days’ travelling either side. This
strikes me as unfair or double standards.

I do enjoy tours, but I won’t see my wife
for six months and next year I am away
again (to Kosovo for six months). Let’s

hope we don’t have to go through the
divorce courts for the Army to realise
their mistake. - LCpl R J Page, 45 Fd Sp
Sqn RE, Oman.

I QUESTION whether the reply to Maj
Waites’s letter (July) about the new wel-
fare package was promulgated at unit
level. Those I have spoken to here were
not aware that our six-month tour would
come with a two-week R&R package. 1
am assuming those units who are present-
ly serving six-month tours in the Balkans
still receive two weeks of R&R. Perhaps
under the “coherence and levelling of the
playing field” they are now only entitled
to the five days” R&R in-theatre we have
been promised.

My wife reads Soldier and, having
waited patiently through previous Balka-
ns tours, she will now assume I am
coming home for two weeks. Could you
explain to her why we are either not eligi-
ble, or not informed that we are eligible?
- Cpl B ] Lee REME, 28 Engr Regt,
Oman.

Exercises not eligible for R&R

A Group Capt D G Barton of
PJHQ responds:
| have sympathy for the families of
those deploying for extended peri-
ods on Saif Sareea 2 and can

understand the concerns of the sol-

diers. However, the policy for grant-
ing rest and recuperation (R&R) is
based on guidelines issued by the
Treasury.

Exercises have never been eligi-
ble for publicly-funded R&R. This
has been reconsidered and, in the
case of Saif Sareea, it was
acknowledged that soldiers are
working in tough conditions over a
protracted period and, therefore,
should have a break of some sort.

Local Exercise Leave (LEL)
within Oman was introduced in
recognition of this but still had to
meet the strict eligibility criteria as
for R&R on operations (ie the indi-
vidual needs to have completed
more than four months in theatre).

Where tasking is light and there
is sufficient capacity on the busy
RAF transport fleet, as part of the
normal management of personnel,
units may also surge individuals in
and out of theatre, as | believe may
be the case with some RLC

enablers. Some people will there-
fore be moved back to the UK or
Germany when they are not
needed. This is not R&R or LEL but
simply the sensible on-going local
management of personnel by com-
manding officers in theatre.

Perhaps | can also clarify the
policy on the granting of R&R in
some of our operational theatres.
Wherever R&R is authorised, we
are obliged to arrange the break
within or as close to the theatre as
possible, unless there are com-
pelling reasons not to. Those in
Sierra Leone take R&R in the
Gambia. The Balkans are a special
case where, because of security
concerns, we grant special dispen-
sation for troops to return home for
their R&R periods.

| appreciate the importance that
individuals place on R&R and
every effort is being made to
improve terms and conditions of

_ service for soldiers and families. As

a result, a widespread review of
R&R policy is underway. The next
stage of the Review of Operational
Welfare, which will take place
during 2002, will focus on the sup-
port provided to dependants.

. we
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| ZZYEARS AGO
From Soldier, September 1976: Gunners
from 1 Battery RA (The Blazers) have
fired Lance, the Army’s new tactical sur-
face-to-surface missile, for the first time
in the United Kingdom. In a successful

| test on the Hebrides ranges, a missile

| with an inert warhead travelling at twice
the speed of sound, hit the intended
target out in the Atlantic.

-K'

S0 YEARS AGO
From Soldier, September 1951: Scrap from
22 Heavy Workshop REME bound for
Britain’s steel mills is loaded into a barge
on the Elbe, above. Germany is one of the
few places where there is still scrap metal
to be won. The British Army of the Rhine
is helping to haul in a much-needed har-

| vest. Britain needs a further 1,800,000
{ tons of scrap iron this year to re-arm.

Why haven't we got desert boots?

MY husband was due to deploy on Saif Sareea 2 this
month. His dates were confirmed after he returned from
Canada after completing Exercise Med Man 3.

There is now a mad rush to issue equipment necessary for
survival in a desert environment. Items such as sun cream,
suitable headgear and extra water bottles have been issued
promptly and without fuss. However, one item of clothing
which most would think a priority seems to be not only non-
issue, but also extremely difficult to obtain — desert boots.

It is obvious to all that standard issue, combat boots will

be inappropriate for the desert. This
opinion is shared by junior ranks and
senior officers alike and the only explana-
tion offered for this oversight is lack of
money.

Saif Sareea 2 has been years in the
making and the money spent so far must
run into millions. It is a disgrace that sol-
diers have to purchase this very basic but
essential piece of kit . . . if they can get a

pair. Most PRI shops here have sold out.

Should it be necessary in the future for
the MoD to plan Saif Sareea 3, let’s hope
they listen to the advice of experienced
soldiers on the ground. .

If desert boots aren’t forthcoming, we
could have some major feet problems.
Have we not learned from previous con-
flicts? — Concerned wife (name sup-
plied), Osnabruck.

Combat boots will be approj

A Brig Max Kerley, ACOS J1/J4, PJHQ, responds:

Given my overall responsibility for the provision of support to all of
our personnel taking part on Saif Sareea 2, | am grateful for the
opportunity to put the record straight over the provision of boots for
those deploying to Oman.

Throughout the long planning process for Saif Sareea 2, we
have been particularly concerned to ensure that the necessary
equipment is provided to allow personnel to handle the desert
environment. Nearly 1,500 personnel are already deployed
preparing for the exercise and, following a review of the conditions
faced by those working over the hotter summer months in Oman,
we have issued all such personnel with desert boots.

However, we specifically planned that the main body of UK
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forces will deploy to the Oman during the
cooler autumn months. This allows personnel
taking part in the exercise to wear their regular
black combat assault boots, which are entirely
appropriate for the temperatures in Oman at
that time of the year.

We will, of course, keep these arrange-
ments under review, but we always aim to
issue the most appropriate equipment for any
particular environment and there should
therefore be no need for additional individual
purchases of equipment.

Notwithstanding the efforts that we have
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riate for Oman’s cooler autumn months

made to ensure that our personnel are proper-
ly equipped to face the challenging environ-
ment, conditions in Oman can indeed be
difficult. Safety will be of paramount impor-
tance and we will need to monitor the heat
conditions carefully, ensuring that we acclima-
tise properly and drink enough water and
ensure that appropriate use is made of the air-
conditioned areas available in each camp.
The ability of our people to cope with these
tough conditions, and to make such a valuable
contribution to an essential exercise, is some-
thing of which we can all justifiably be proud.

——%

We were let
down by
trade group

I WAS posted to Blandford and expected
to complete my 22 years’ service here.
When I found out there were going to be
opportunities for soldiers in my position
to apply for extended service I was keen to
take that route.

However, I will not be applying for
extended service after all. I know you’re
thinking “another letter complaining
about Pay 2000”. Well, you’re wrong, it’s
a letter complaining about whingeing.

No soldier took a pay cut under Pay
2000, everybody got a pay rise, the new
system is much fairer than the old one
and every major change in history has
benefited some more than others.

All corps were given an opportunity to
represent the trade groups and some,
including mine (R Signals), let their sol-
diers down. But the rates are decided now
and no amount of whingeing is going to
change them. I say get on with the job and
think about how well off you are, not how
well off Joe Bloggs is. — Name and
address supplied, Blandford.

Forget Pay
2000, my
gripe I1s LSSA

THE way to look at Pay 2000 is that we
all got a pay rise. There will be those in
every rank affected when junior col-
leagues get a rise before them due to the
date of promotion.

Although it is unfortunate for senior
soldiers in each rank, it will work itself out
in the long run.

It is another aspect of our pay and con-
ditions that annoys me more — the rules
for LSSA (Longer Separated Service
Allowance). Any separation less than ten
days does not count towards the
allowance.

I think that even if we don’t get paid for
less than ten days, it should count
towards our accumulated LSSA. That
way it would give an accurate account of
days separated. It would also give most of
us a better chance to reach our bounty
point and soldiers would be entitled to a
higher rate of LSSA sooner.

Over the last few years my LSSA would
be almost double if all the four-, five- and
as much as nine-day exercises were
counted. — Name, address supplied.
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'MoD has answer
to ‘undervalued’
Service people

WO2 H Carter’s letter stating that Ser-
vice voters are undervalued by politi-
cians (Aug) highlights the problems
politicians have when trying to contact
the Service vote.

I am a county councillor with an
Army camp in my division. I deliver
leaflets and canvass on the camp when
campaigning. This is not easy.

Problems include getting past the
armed soldiers on the gate; finding that
many houses are empty and that no
soldier in barrack-room accommoda-
tion is on the electoral role; and that
many married quarters have occupants
different from those listed on the elec-
toral role.

Although I found it quite impossible
to get names and regimental numbers
through the proper channels, the Ser-
vice electoral registration index told
me they would forward election mail
only if I could give them names and
regimental numbers!

While canvassing I also encountered
an attitude problem with a small
minority of soldiers — to paraphrase: “I
am a soldier and I am not allowed to be
political so why don’t vou ‘go away’”.

WO2 Carter’s perception that sol-
diers are undervalued by politicians is
understandable but the solution lies
with the MoD. - Clir David Booth,
Harbury Division, Warwickshire
County Council.

o J

WRITE TO: SOLDIER, ORDNANCE ROAD, ALDERSHOT, HANTS GU11 2DU
® E-mail: mail@soldiermagazine.co.uk

Help me stay loyal to
daughter and Army

WHY can’t divorced men in the Army get
a quarter so they can look after their chil-
dren during holidays or weekends? And
why, when forced to rent, do they get no
petrol allowance?

Last year my marriage broke down
because of separation so I bought a house
which my wife moved into while I went
into single accommodation. 1 signed off
to try to save the marriage but that didn’t
work so signed on again. I was told I
would get all the help I needed to see my
daughter.

I could not look after her in my room (a
kennel is bigger) so asked the pay office if
I could get a married quarter. I was told:
“No chance, no custody, no quarter”. So
I asked about private renting and was told

A The following response has been
received from PS10A:

MOST divorced soldiers with parental respon-
sibility are entitled to MQs. A divorced soldier
with parental responsibility within the terms of
The Children Act 1989 and who fulfils the cri-

teria laid down in Tri-Service Accommodation

Regulations Chapter 1, Appendix 1 to Annex
B would be classed as MCat 2 and would
therefore be entitled to an MQ.

Even if Cpl Lewis does not fulfil these crite-
ria it may be possible for him to occupy a sur-
plus MQ if available on the understanding that
he may have to move back to SLA if required.

The local Army Welfare Service will help
with information about contact houses that
exist specifically for parents in this situation.
These are managed by the AWS, fully-fur-

I could claim for fuel. I got permission to
live out and paid my bond and rent. Two
months later, no fuel money. When I
asked why I was told that I had voluntari-
ly moved out of the block and it wasn’t
less than six months since I had been
taken on strength.

Had I known I wouldn’t get a fuel
allowance I would not have rented. I live
only 30 miles away yet some get fuel
money from Mansfield and Bradford, so
why not me?

Please try to make someone: explain
why the Army won’t help out and why this
ridiculous six-month rule exists. Inciden-
tally, if I was posted next week I could

claim fuel allowance. — Cpl G R Lewis,

QLR LAD, Catterick.

nished and can be hired for the specific pur-
pose of family visits.

It seems the advice given to Cpl Lewis
about claiming fuel for travelling to work was
misleading. There are two forms of assistance
for travel to work; RPOD (Residence to Place
of Duty) and RILOR (Recompense in Lieu of
Relocation). Anyone who moves to a private
residence for personal reasons during a tour is
not entitled to relocation costs and therefore
not to RLOR. When soldiers are posted they
may experience difficulty when either selling,
buying or renting accommodation and are
allowed up to six months to claim travel to duty
at the new unit.

PS10 cannot comment on individual cases
or the comparisons mentioned without the full
facts and suggest Cpl Lewis speaks to his reg-
imental admin officer.

- Healthy reasons for breast surgery

I WAS surprised Sgt Owens was given a
prize for his closeted view on breast
enlargements and reductions (“Army full
of big-breasted women and tattoed, bald
men”, Aug).

He chose to go under the needle of a
tattoo artist but fails to understand that
those who require reductions do not
choose oversized breasts, which can cause
chronic back pain, rounded shoulders
and bruises to the collar bones.

It surprises me that a reputable maga-
zine has supported his point of view. I
support the money invested to make
female soldiers’ lives more comfortable
because the £3,000 spent on a breast
reduction makes that soldier capable of
competing with her peers . . . and that
soldier becomes a happy soldier. — Capt
V J Bland RLC, 101 Log Bde, Alder-
shot.
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I AM an ex-QARANC officer and spent
time nursing at our last (now extinct)
Role 4 military hospirtal in the UK, Royal
Hdspital Haslar. Serving women and the
wives of men from all three Services could
get any plastic surgery job they wanted
(breast enlargement/reduction, eye tucks,
tummy tucks, reconstructive surgery on
scars, liposuction on thighs and tum-
mies), and so could men.

Why? So military surgeons could main-
tain their skills on civilian non-emergency
jobs in order to be able to cope with real
emergencies (soldiers with burns, serious
deformity following accidents and so on)
and they proved their worth over and over
again, even while I was there.

As to getting money to fund these oper-
ations, I never heard of anyone getting
cash courtesy of the Army, which doesn’t
mean to say it doesn’t go on, but use of

the plastic surgeons was available to
anyone. Tattoo removal, on the other
hand, does not involve a plastic surgeon
or facilities already established in the
Army, so has to be contracted from out-
side. There is no budget for it.

I never nursed a female soldier having a
breast enlargement, only reductions in
order to make her able to do her job in a
more efficient and comfortable manner.
And as for bald, tattooed men, there are
loads of them still in the Army. Perhaps
they should ask for hair transplants from
the plastic surgeons. — Mrs Sarah John-
son (née Longworth), Registered
Nurse and ex Lt QARANC.

A Our choice of Sgt Owens's letter as the
prize-winner was slightly mischievous to pro-
mote debate. It was also to reward him for
putting his head over the parapet on the emo-
tive topic of unwanted tattoes. — Editor



The regular feature in
which we ask soldiers for
their views on an issue

Pte Mark Watson,
B Coy

Yes, they should be
able to patrol. They
getpaidas a
soldier for a start. If
the authorities
believe they
shouldn’t work they
shouldn’t let them
out of training. If they
are here they might as
well do the work they
are paid to do. If they want to go on patrol
they should have the choice.

Pte Alan Price,

B Coy

| think the limit
should be 18. The
younger you are the
more scared you
are. When you get
out there they are
just going to pick on
you. Under-18s
should be back in
training doing more
work. As soon as you turn 18 you can come
out here. | think they have got it about right at
the moment.

Pte Trevor Sutcliffe,
C Coy

| think they should.
The team that is
around them is
good, they all know
what they are doing
and they get looked
after. If you have the
attitude to join the
Army in the first place
you have a reasonable
idea of what you are
getting into. The '
training equips you so you know what to.
do when you get to your battalion.

Pte Andrew Price, B Coy

| was 17 when |
first came to
Northern Ireland
and understand
why you might feel
a bit vulnerable on
the streets. But on
the other hand, if
you have done the
training | don't see
why you shouldn't
be allowed to.
Everybody trains to
do the same job.

Yes. When |
joined | was 17
and when | first
got to the
battalion all | was
really doing was
being a company
runner doing odd
jobs. When the
others are out on
patrol you feel
left out, almost
like you are
letting them
down. It feels like they are doing all the
work, which can make you feel less
valued.

Pte Jody Smith,
B Coy

Yes, definitely. We all
sat the same tests,
so0 we should be
allowed to do the
same jobs. You can't
judge a person'’s
maturity by their age.
You might get a 25-
year-old who is
immature and a 17-
year-old who is very mature.

Interviews: Anthony Stone Pictures: Graeme Main

Youth on tour

Should under-18s be allowed on operational
the 1st Battalion, The Worcestershire and Sherwood Foresters Regiment, who are nearing
the end of their two-year posting to Northern Ireland, what they thought

tours and patrols? Soldier asked troops from

Pte Graham Bowen,
C Coy

| don’t agree with
17-year-olds
patrolling
operationally. | think
it would be bad PR

if one were killed in
action. It would be
bad for civilians back
home reading it in
newspapers and it
wouldn’t look good for
the Army. | have no problem with them
being in battalions at that age but | don’t
think they should be in operational
theatres.

Pte David Hales,
B Coy

Yes and no. Yes,
because that is what
we are paid for. And
no, because at 17
they could still be
immature. | wouldn't
mind going out on patrol
with a 17-year-old if he
knew what he was doing.

Pte Daniel Matthews, C Coy

When | joined the
battalion | was 17
and | wanted to go
straight out on
patrol. But looking
back on it you
probably need to
be more
experienced and
need to know
what'’s going on in
Northern Ireland.
Sierra Leone is a
different kettle of
fish. It is conventional. But Northern
Ireland isn’t, so | would say you are better
off waiting until you are 18.
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OLVO

for life

THE VOLV0 §40 1.6 S

Volvo British Military Sales is delighted to introduce S/V40 1.6 S standard specification includes:

special editions of the Volvo S40 saloon and V40
estate. For orders placed during the months of
August and September only, the S40 1.6 S is
available for just £9,995* and the stunning V40 1.6 S
available for £10,495*,

These prices represent significant savings on the UK
list price (before tax). What's more, being Volvos,
both models should hold their value strongly when
it's time to sell. Volvo British Military Sales are the
only authorised supplier of genuine UK Spec Tax Free
cars to the Military and will ensure you receive the
very highest standards of service and customer care.

To experience a new generation of Volvo cars at very
special prices this summer, please call today to book
your test drive.

* 15" ALLOY WHEELS

* AIR CONDITIONING

* 6 SPEAKER CD PLAYER

- ABS

« DUAL STAGE DRIVERS AIRBAG
* EBD (Electronic Brake Distribution)
* METALLIC PAINT

* REAR SPOILER

* SIPS (Side Impact Protection)

* WHIPS (Whiplash Protection)

* SIPS AIRBAGS

* INFLATABLE CURTAIN

* ELECTRIC FRONT WINDOWS

* ANTI-THEFT ALARM

* REMOTE CENTRAL LOCKING

* 109BHP, 16 VALVE ENGINE

* VARIABLE VALVE TIMING

* FULL UK SPECIFICATION

* 3 YEAR WARRANTY*

* 3 YEAR EUROPEAN ASSISTANCE

HEAD OFFICE

Volvo Car UK (British Military Sales) PO Box 200, Hatfield, AL9 7AR, England
Tel: +44 1707 262388 Email: vec4d .tdsuk@memo.volvo.se

*Volvo S40 1.6 S available from £10,425 + delivery (tax-free) not in conjunction with any other offer. Finance subject to status, terms and conditions,

. All models available with initial 1 year interna

nal warranty followed by 2 year UK warranty
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Specialists
NOBODY BEATS OUR PRICES...
Audi

Hyundai

Jeep

MG Rover
Mercedes Benz
Mini
'Peugeot

' Renault
Seat
Vauxhall
Volkswagen
... AND NOBODY BEATS OUR SERVICE

IF YOU’RE NOT BUYING YOUR NEXT NEW CAR FROM EMC YOU’LL PROBABLY BE PAYING TOO MUCH!
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For more details and to order call UK FREEPOST (BR 1394)
Wayne, Simon, Sam and Scott CAVENDISH BRIDGE,
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