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The flag-draped coffin of LCpl Wayne Edwards is
borne by Tidworth-based soldiers of D Company,
the 1st Battalion, The Royal Welch Fusiliers on its
arrival at RAF Lyneham. The aircraft was met by
Armed Forces Minister Archie Hamilton, Field full
Army Commander Lt Gen Sir Michael Wilkes,
Lyneham Station Commander Gp Capt David

Adams, and representatives of the Royal Welch
Fusiliers, including the Colonel, Maj Gen Morgan
Llewellyn and the commanding officer of 1 RWF,
Lt Col Bob Lloyd. LCpl Edwards was accorded a
military funeral at
Wrexham on January 25. Soldiers of 1 Cheshire
from his section at Gornji Vakuf attended.

ure: Mike Weston

Rhosymedre near

Cheshires mourn

comrade-in-arms

MEN OF THE Cheshire
Battalion Group in Bosnia have
been mourning the death of
LCpl Wayne Edwards at a
number of moving ceremonies.
LCpl Edwards, a 26-year-old
soldier of the 1st Battalion, The
Royal Welch Fusiliers atrached
to the Cheshires, died after
being shot on January 13 while
driving a Warrior vehicle
through the centre of Gornji
Vakuf.
He was in one of two
Warriors of 5 Platoon, B
Company based at Gornji
Vakuf which were escorting a
civilian ambulance. The ambu-
lance had requested assistance
to ensure safe passage through
the town, scene of heavy
fighting between Croat and
Muslim ethnic factions.

From Mervyn Wynne Jones in Vitez

L

LCpl Wayne Edward

LCpl Edwards, single, of
Wrexham, North Wales, was
struck by a bullet from an
unknown source and was dead
on arrival at the British base in
Gornji Vakuf shortly after. He

FRONT COVER (main picture): LCpl John Allsop of 7
Armd Wksp steam-cleans a Warrior CVA pack in a special
bay being trialled during Op Grapple. (Picture: Mike
Weston). Inset: A TA SAS trooper takes up a tactical
position so other members of his patrol can move
forward. See pages 18-19. (Picture: Stuart Bingham)

was attended at the scene by an
Army doctor travelling in one
of the Warriors.

Speaking on British televi-
sion that evening, OC B Coy
Maj Alistair Rule said: “We are
very angry, but there is no
indication of which side did it.
This was clearly a classic
humanitarian mission, and I
have ended up with a dead
soldier.”

Small-arms fire echoing in
the town around them, a small
group of British soldiers
gathered three days later to lay
a wreath of red and yellow
carnations at the spot where
LCpl Edwards died. They were
protected by a screen of four
Warrior vehicles.

Townspeople watched from a
burnt-out restaurant nearby as
silence settled across Gornji
Vakuf in time for the short
ceremony. Cpl Alan Furniss
laid a wreath at the roadside
watched by Lt Col Bob
Stewart, CO; Maj Alan Jones,

® Turnto Page 5
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The Mitsubishi range has fast established itself
for reliability and value.

From the stylish new Colt hatchback with the
availability of both power steering and automatic
transmission to the new 140 mph Sigma and the go
anywhere 3 & 5 door Shoguns.

Every Mitsubishi car is supported by a 3 year/
100,000km warranty, a 6 year anti-corrosion
perforation guarantee and a 3 year Pan European
breakdown and recovery service.

Before you buy a new car give us a call. We'll be
happy to show you around the best cars in town.

All Mitsubishi cars come with a 3-year/100,000km warranty
and a 6-year anti-corrosion perforation guarantee.

Mitsubishi Sigma (above)
Japan's Car of the Year.
3-litre.V6. 4-wheel steering.
Traction, trace and slip
control plus ABS braking.
Executive luxury with
high performance.

New Mitsubishi Colt

Stylish 3-door Hatchback, available
in 1300 GLi, 1600 GLXi or 16-valve
1800 GTi.

Mitsubishi Lancer
Practical and roomy 5-door Liftback. 1600 GLXi
manual or automatic or 1800 GTi.

Mitsubishi Galant

Six model line-up for this capable
express includes 1800 & 2-litre
4-door saloons, 2-1itre 16-valve GTi
and 4WD/4WS (Four Wheel Drive/
Four Wheel Steer) Saloons. Plus a
2-litre and a 16-valve 4WD/4WS
5-door coupe.

Mitsubishi Shogun
All new range combines style, luxury and
off-road performance with the World’s first
Super Select 4WD system. Available as 3
and 5-door Turbo Diesel. Plus 3 and 5-door
V6 petrol, manual or automatic.

Mitsubishi Space Runner
Opens up exciting opportunities; as a versatile

family transport, a flexible leisure vehicle, or as a
weekday cargo carrier.

Mitsubishi Space Wagon

The people carrier par
excellence. Carries 7
adults in comfort.
The ideal family
transport.

The Mitsubishi Range with a 3-year 100,000 Warranty
and 6-year anti-corrosion perforation guarantee.

Please send me full information on the Mitsubishi passenger car range.
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before departure to join the Op Grapple force

Light guns
on their way

SIX ships, led by the aircraft
carrier HMS Ark Royal, and
almost 400 further troops
equipped with artillery and
locating equipment have been
committed to Operation Grap-
ple by the British Government.
In addition, other units have
been placed on standby for a
possible move to the area at
short notice.

The carrier air group, with
Sea Harriers and Sea King
helicopters embarked, will be
accompanied by the frigates
Brilliant and Coventry and
three support ships.

A number of other units have
been deployed on the carrier
group which has taken up

station in the Adriatic: a light
gun battery, a locating battery
and a mortar locating troop,
with support.

This additional force will be
available to reinforce the
British contingent in Bosnia or

©® More Op Grapple

in Pages 25-29

to cover a withdrawal of British
forces if that should become
necessary.

Defence Secretary Malcolm
Rifkind said the force will be
used to increase the protection
provided for the Cheshire
Battalion Group as it carries out

BRITMEDBATT disbands

COMMAND of the British Medical Battalion (BRITMEDBATT)
serving with the United Nartions Protection Force in Croatia
changed on January 20 when the small Headquarters British
Contingent at Zagreb, commanded by Col Mark Cook, was
disbanded. Although Operation Hanwood continues to function
with 4 Armoured Field Ambulance, having taken over from 24

Airmobile

Field Ambulance last

December, command of

BRITMEDBATT and its supporting elements has passed to Op

Grapple.

Commander British Contingent, Brig Andrew Cumming, late
17/21 L, now commands all British troops serving in Croatia and

Bosnia-Hercegovina.

w -

'Soldlers of C Troop, 22 (Gibraltar 1779-1783) Locaﬁng Battery RA of 94 Regiment at their Larkhill base

its humanitarian role.

“We believe that the provi-
sion of artillery in particular
will enable us to respond to
attacks of the kind that we
faced in Tomislavgrad.

“We remain committed to
sustaining our participation in
the United Nations humanita-
rian effort if at all possible. The
forces will not be used to
intervene in the fighting
between rival factions in the
former Yugoslavia,” he said.

Eighty-nine additional per-
sonnel consisting of liaison
officers, logisticians and
observation parties have de-
ployed to Bosnia. This rein-
forcement includes elements of
Larkhill-based 94 Locating
Regiment RA, an OP party
from 29 Commando Regiment
RA and support troops, as well
as four . parties of tactical
forward air controllers drawn
from the Army’s lst Mecha-
nised Brigade and 3 Commando
Brigade.

The remaining 300-plus
soldiers will be held afloat,
primarily aboard the Royal
Fleet Auxiliary ship Argus.
This includes the bulk of 5

@ Turn to Page 11

Picture: LCpl G Moreno RAOC

NEWSLINE

Warrior
driver
mourned

@ From Page 3

the newly-arrived B Coy OC;
Lt Alex Watts, 5 Platoon
commander; RSM Charles
Stevens; Padre Tyrone Hillary,
and the local Croat and Bosnian
army commanders.

The latter had agreed to a
temporary ceasefire and as a
shot rang out nearby during the
minute’s silence, shouts of
“stop shooting™ were heard by
an interpreter.

Within hours the two sides
were again firing at each other,
and just days later there were
reports of heavy artillery and
multiple barrel rocket laun-
chers being used by opposing
forces in the Gornji Vakuf area,
temporarily cutting one of the
UN main supply routes into the
heart of Bosnia because of the
danger to soft-skinned vehicles.

Lt Watts said: “It hit the
platoon badly. We haven’t just
lost a soldier, we have lost a
good friend.”

Lt Col Stewart added: “We
are devastated by his loss, but
we have got to go on and I
know that LCpl Edwards
would be the first to say this.
However, it is important for a
soldier to be able to express his
grief and that is what we are
doing here in Gornji Vakuf. It
is also very important for his
family at home to know that we
have honoured him. We will
never forget LCpl Wayne
Edwards.”

A Bible found among LCpl
Edwards’s possessions was
marked at a passage from the
Book of Martthew stating
“vengeance is mine sayeth the
Lord”. Padre Hillary read the
passage during two emotional
memorial services at Vitez and
Gornji Vakuf on Sunday,
January 17 at which the Last
Post was played.

LCpl Edwards’s body was
flown back to the UK on
January 19 for burial.

He was the first Briton to die
in the Balkan conflict.

Prime Minister John Major
paid tribute to LCpl Edwards
in the House of Commons: “He
lost his life in working to save
the lives of many others. No
one can make a greater sacrifice
than that.”
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ARE YOU PERMANENTLY ON PARADE /
OR IN THE SPOTLIGHT? IF SO, YOU

{
NEED LEATHER LUSTRE FOR THAT |
PERMANENT HIGH GLOSS FINISH / DAYS A WEEK.

FREEDOM FOR ALL THAT OF¥-DUTY TIME  /AFTER THE

LOST ON SHINING LEATHER IS HERE For some, the thought of leaving the forces is a daunting prospect.

LEATHER LUSTRE is a Space Age formula that How will you cope leaving behind old haunts, old routines not to mention

gives your leather a permanent high gloss finish.
Not for a week, month or year, but for the life
of your leather product. You will always be
ready for inspections, details, conventions
or whatever your career may be. When
the shine gets dull or dirty it only requires
dusting, washing with a damp sponge,

or use of common household furniture
polish. It is guaranteed not to crack,

peel, or harm the leather in any way.

old mates? Fortunately, there's a way to keep in touch with the past and
look to the future — The Royal British Legion.

With 1000 clubs nationwide you can always find somewhere to
reminisce, play sport and enjoy an evening's entertainment with people
from similar backgrounds to your own.

Look around you and find the best As a member you'll also qualify for discount travel, insurance and
looking leather you have ever seen
and you will have found someone
using LEATHER LUSTRE.

This product has been used by law
enforcement, fire and rescue, sports

officials, medical and military
personnel throughout the world.

other benefits. But more importantly, while you're helping yourself, your
membership will help other ex-Service people in need.

What's more, you don't have to wait until

you leave to join. For more information about us

We will send you an 8 oz can with full
instructions for only £9.50 plus £2.50
for postage and packing and you will
have enough to do all of your shoes,
belts, boots, etc., with plenty left over. (
For larger orders please ring for

or to join, please send in the coupon below.

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION

trade prices. B - Please send me details on: Becoming a member of The Royal British Legrong
SPECIAL OFFER - BUY 5 TINS AND GET ONE FREE The benevolent work of The Royal British Legion ]
LEATHER LUSTRE (MIDLANDS) LIMITED, Send to: The General Secretary, Headquarters, The Royal British Legion, 48 Pall Mall,
Unit 3, Apex Business Park, Walsall Road, Norton Canes, Cannock, Staffordshire | London SW1Y 5JY. |
WS11 3PU. Tel: 0543 450064 Fax: 0543 279738.
....... Boz cans @ £9.50 per can I Name |

e e e e e Total costof cans @ - uoreruie.s
Address Postage £2.50 @ ’ Address [

TOTAL ENCLOSED ............

DISCOUNT AVAILABLE ON LARGER ORDER. Postcode =

If you are thinking of buying a new car you may be undecided
where to go to sell your present one.

Whether you have a right hand or left hand drive car, the most
effective way is to part exchange through NATOCARS.

We will pay good prices for left hand drive cars, as well as right,
because we have a constant demand from other markets.

For new or used car purchase, everything can be done by post
or phone, worldwide.

For an easy, no obligation, valuation just complete the coupon.
We will also supply UK specification car brochures and discount
prices, together with a finance plan, should you require one.

Start by posting the coupon today.

Please send me the Natocars buying and price guide plus car brochures of my choice. _“E_ |
New Car Make | Model

For a Part Exchange estimate on your present f

[N LIy o o &/ vehicle, please complete this section.
. 8| |
I 2 =] Car Make & Model (GL, GTi etc) ,
Remember, for 25 years NATOCARS have |1T:TF'$:’?5“‘*” L U‘z:;*;;:“’ r;”aﬂcﬁce i. | Year of Manutacturs Engine Size |
. L L sura
been committed to total customer care by | TaxPaid[ ] Savings Plan ] Part Exchange [ ] it |
offering a full range of purchase options LOCUTION Nt s [daigia)
il : fRank s | Mileage/Kms |
and the most cost effective deal possible. ¢ =
Address: . _ o Condition? Good/Avrge/Below |

PRSNATOCARS Lo | IR=NATocaRs o !
WYLDS RD, BRIDGWATER, SOMERSET, I nome:__ : OF BRIDGWATER |

TA6 4DG. TEL: (0278) 455555 DEHVE(}’ date (ﬂequired): | WYLDS RD, BRIDGWATER, SOMERSET,

For use in (Country): - ' TA6 4DG. TEL: (0278) 45555




District
Disision

A NUMBER of changes are
being implemented this year to
aid the transition of the British
Army of the Rhine, which will
become the United Kingdom
Support Command (Germany)
on April 1, 199%4.

The Bielefeld-based  1st
(British) Corps formally dis-
banded on October 1 last year
to form the nucleus of Nato’s
new Rapid Reaction Corps
which has established its initial
headquarters in Bielefeld.

Alongside the ARRC head-
quarters, an HQ UK Support
Command (Forward) is being
formed to replace BAOR,
which ceases to exist on March
31, 1994,

In April next year, both the
headquarters of the Alled
Command Europe Rapid Reac-
tion Corps and the UK Support
Command will transfer to
Rheindahlen. The support
formation will then retitle as
HQ UKSC (Germany).

The British Ist Armoured
Division ceased to exist at the
end of December. Its General
Officer Commanding, Maj Gen
Tain Mackay-Dick, and his staff
now form Headquarters Lower
Saxony District at Verden,
designed as a stop-gap forma-
tion to provide continuity.

This short-lived formation
will be wound down and closed
by November 1993. The
existing 4th Armoured Division
will then be retitled as the new
1st (UK) Armoured Division.

Elsewhere in Germany, the
4th Armoured Brigade (Muns-
ter) closed on January 15, with
Osnabriick-based 12th
Armoured Brigade being re-
named as 4th Armoured
Brigade. In April, the 7th
Armoured Brigade (Fallingbos-
tel) will close, with Hohne-
based 22nd Armoured Brigade
being renamed as 7th
Armoured Brigade. In the same
month, the 3rd (UK) Division
at Bulford will be declared
operational.

® The flag of 12 Armd Bde
was lowered at Osnabriick for
the last time by WOI1 Bob
Smith and laid in perpetuity in
St George’s and St Luke’s
Garrison Church, Osnabriick
by Brig Tim Granville-
Chapman.

Maj Gen Patrick Cordingley, GOC Easler District, is welcomed to Catterick by Garrison Commander

NEWSLINE

Brig John Almonds (left) and Garrison Sergeant Major WO1 Frank Chambers (centre). Gen Cordingley,
who commanded the 7th Armoured Brigade during the Gulf War, assumed command of Eastern

District in November

Rgrs Mark McMahon and Bryan McGookin “dig in” to remove oil

slick globules from the beach at Akrotiri

Paderborn farewell to Buffalo Brigade

SOLDIERS from the 33rd
Armoured Brigade at Pader-
born marked the end of an era
as their brigade disbanded
under Options for Change
before being re-formed and
retitled as 20th Armoured
Brigade.

The occasion was marked in

Barker Barracks by the
lowering of the 33rd’s famous
buffalo flag and a simple parade
outside Brigade HQ.

Maj Gen Christopher Wal-
lace, GOC Soest District,
reviewed the parade, and Brig
Arthur Denaro, Commander
33 Armd Bde, spoke of the

Cyprus
soldiers
muck in

ONE HUNDRED and sixty
men from the lst Bartalion,
The Royal Irish Regiment, B
Squadron, The Queen’s Own
Hussars and 34 Squadron RAF
Regiment based in Cyprus
donned rubber gloves to clear
up the remnants of a mystery
slick of heavy crude oil washed
up along the eastern coast of the
Akrotiri peninsula.

The soldiers and airmen
scavenged along 8km of beach,
shovelling lumps of tarry oil
into plastic bags. Sappers from
62 (Cyprus) Support Squadron
RE collected the contaminated
sand and used a grader to clear
the worst-affected areas.

The Service response totalled
1,500 man hours and resulted
in a near miraculous improve-
ment. Contractors had earlier
removed the worst of the
pollution.

@ 1 Rlrish on exercise in Cyprus —
see Pages 15-17

brigade’s distinguished history,
and expressed his thanks to the
people of Paderborn.

Then the famous buffalo
insignia of 33 Armd Bde was
lowered for the last time and
the spotlights shifted to the
mailed fist symbol of 20 Armd
Bde flying in its place.
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COMBAT STBRES ‘)-.7 MARK MUNSON SILVERSMITI

‘Perhaps the
bravest man
Iever knew...

and now, he
cannot bear to
turna corner

Six-foot-four Sergeant Tiny' G*1°r"e
DCM. was perhaps the bravest man his
Colonel ever knew,

But now. after seeing service in Aden,
after being booby-trapped and ambushed
in Northern Ireland. Sergeant Tiny
cannot bear to turn a corner For fear of
what is on the other side

It is the bravest men and women from

the Services that sufter most from mental R
breakdown . For they have tried. each one of them, to give more much maore. than they could in rhe

service OTOL%,T Country. . : 4 : i : ¢ . y
We look after these brave men and women. We help them at home. and in hospital. We run our ow Th W

Cor;falescenl Homes ang\ for the old. there is our Veterans' Home where e arrlor

they can see out their days in peace Sterhng Silver Model 8 1/2" LOHg

£5,500

These men and women have given their minds to their Country. If we are
to help them. we must have funds. Do please help us with a donation. and
with a legacy too. perhaps. The debt is owed by all of us

This fully detailed model is constructed throughout in Hallmarked
Sterling Silver. It comes complete with Plinth in Polished
Hardwood or traditional Black and a Sterling Silver Presentation

COMBAT
-, STRESS ;

e,
s
SN,

“They've given more than they couid -
please gwe as much as you can.”

Specialists in fine handcrafted military models in sterling silver

i e Y e e Plaque, also included in the price is a Case for ease of
I__EX.SERV|CES MENTAL WELFARE SOClETY__I transportation. The Vehicle can be made to your particular
| BROADWAY HOUSE, THE BROADWAY, WIMBLEDON SWA19 1RL. TEL: 081-543 6333 | feqﬁuwemrzlts to mclut}ehany particular e?/mpment or markings.

[ Please find enclosed my donation for £50/£20/€10/E5/€ ; . or fu ercd:;?;fp?ectefl_(;‘fgsuifg}dgg’ggsee?éggitFlgureSand
(7] Please send me details of Payroll Giving I MARK MUNSON
Name/Rank/Number : Maltings House, Maltings Farm Lane,
’ Regiment or Corps l Ardleigh, Colchester Essex CO7 7LJ.
5 Tel: 0206 230983 Fax 0206 231373 1913
I_Gdress . ; _J
0., plenty going for Mazda's sleek, coupé-like, five-door hatchback with its e Smooth, quiet, spirited and really

sports car-like pop-up headlights. It costs sens:ble money new looks attractive, comes ‘ flexible. It matches the MX-6's
with a fine level of standard performance with a top speed

equipment and with a of 136mph and 0-62mph
manufacrurer_repu!aﬂon time of 8.5sec. 99
for superb, reiabitty Source: HUDDERSFIELD
and low, low DAILY EXAMINER

running costs. @)@
Source: WHAT CAR? July 1991

Fabruary 1992

MAZDA 323 5 DOOR GLX ABS MAZDA 626 2.0i

5 DOORGLX ABS

THEY BOTH HAVE THE POWER TO EXCITE

[ AsSiSTANCE

Looking for more excitement from your motoring? Why not move up to | 323s are high on technology and specification. {  MAZDA _ |
a Mazda? From the handsome 323 Fastback to the impressive new 626, there's ’ We'll arrange a 323 or 626 test drive with great : WARR NTY‘
luxury, performance and distinctive good looks to satisfy the most discerning, pleasure. Just write or phane, to fix your date with the : |

Within the curvaceous 626, five passengers and their luggage are ‘ excitement of Mazda motoring. | EUROPEAN

carried in superior style and comfort. Besides a choice of saloons or 5-door ‘ o
hatchbacks there are three engines including a silky smooth 2.5i V6, all with ' UNITED KINGDOM: Mazda Cars, FREEPOST ND 1507, Tax Free Sales_l
‘ DPT.S9 77 Mount Ephraim, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN4 8BS.
Telephone: 0892 511877,
| Sole appointed dealer for R.H.D. MAZDA:
GERMANY: E & K Export GmbH, Boschstrasse 15, 4900 Herford-Diebrock.
| Telephone: 05221 3958.
BELGIUM: Pool Autos, Chaussee de Bruxelles 189A, 7458 Maisieres.
Telephone: 06572 8836.

multi-valve, fuel injected technology and catalytic converters. Impressive

equipment on 2.0 and 2.5i models includes ABS, electric windows, sunroof

and six-speaker stereo. \
Excitement in a compact package can be enjoyed in the 5-door 323

Fastback. A unique wedge profile and pop-up headlamps herald a sporting

performance. With an impressive choice of bodyshape and engine size, all

@ Special NATO Forces prices @ Worldwide dealer support @ Low cost finance @ Personal service and advice @ Delivery UK, Germany of Belgium @ Pari exchanges weicome,

—————— — —— — — — —— — —— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — S—

Please send me a full information pack. I'm interested in 323 ] 626 ] RX-7[] MX-3["] MX-5[] MX-6 ] Don't know [ ]
| RankaNave ~

CONTACT ADDRESS

| -

l WQRK TEL 38 EXTNOG. HOME TEL _ _ m f

I_POST\NG DATE COUNTRY . e A t a x r e e _I
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NEWSLINE

EOD sappers set to leave Chatham

A ROYAL Engineers regiment
with the principal role of
clearing battlefields of danger-
ous munitions will move to
Wimbish, near Saffron Wal-
den, this year in place of
16th/Sth The Queen’s Royal
Lancers.

At present 33 Engineer
Regiment (EOD) is based at
Chatham in Kent. Detach-

Black
Watch
takes
over

TWENTY years since their last
posting to the Territory, The
Black Watch has taken over
from the Ist Battalion, The
Royal Regiment of Wales in
Hong Kong.

At a brief ceremony at
Stanley Fort, 1 RRW’s com-
manding officer, Lt Col Peter
Davies, formally handed over
the Fort to The Black Watch’s
2iC, Maj Alasdair Loudon.

Under the watchful eye of
Taffy, 1 RRW’s Regimental
Mascot, Maj Loudon bade
farewell to the Welsh and
expressed his regiment’s de-
light at having a final
opportunity to serve in Hong
Kong before the Territory
reverts to China in 1997.

The strains of Men of
Harlech will not longer echo
over Hong Kong. For the next
two years it will be the skirl of
the pipes and Hielan’ Laddie
that will greet the ears at the
many ceremonial occasions The
Black Watch will perform in
Hong Kong.

After its 2%-year tour of

ments of sappers from the
regiment have been in the
Falkland Islands since 1982
dealing with the explosive
legacy of the conflict with
Argentina. They were also in
the Gulf in 1991 undertaking
the same sort of mission during
the liberation of Kuwait.

At home the regiment has
been involved with the disposal

of unearthed bombs and other
munitions from the two world
wars.

The move to Carver Bar-
racks, Wimbish, is expected to
be completed by July. In its
new home the regiment will
increase in size to a strength of
620.

The arrival of the Royal
Engineers will change the

-

-

duty in the Territory, ]| RRW
has replaced The Black Watch
as the resident battalion at Clive
Barracks, Tern Hill, Shrop-
shire.

Formed in 1969 by the
amalgamation of The South
Wales Borderers and The
Welch Regiment, 1 RRW went
to Hong Kong in August 1990
and during its tour was
involved in helping the Royal
Hong Kong Police in the
control of illegal immigration
on the Chinese border, anti-

Glasgow move proposed

PROPOSALS for an integrated Army Personnel Centre in Glasgow,
to' encompass the staffs of the Adjutant General and the Military
Secretary, have been announced by Armed Forces Minister Archie

Hamilton.

A study team has recommended that the centre be formed by 1995
in existing commercial office buildings in Glasgow.

The centre would include Manning and Record offices,
regimental pay offices and the Army Pay Office (Officers’
Accounts). Existing offices at Chester, Exeter, Leicester, York and
Ashton-under-Lyne, and relevant MoD offices in London and
Stanmore, would close as a result.

Taffy looks on as Maj Alasdair Loudon bids farewell to Lt Col Peter
Davies and the Royal Regiment of Wales

smuggling operations and pro-
viding guards for a Vietnamese
refugee camp.

Soldiers from the battalion
trained in Hawaii, Brunei,
Australia, New Zealand and
Malaysia, and formed honour
guards in Korea.

While based at Tern Hill, the
battalion will be sending
companies on exercise to
Jamaica and Italy. A reinforced
company group of 200 is to
deploy to the Falkland Islands
for an operational tour in July.

RDG visitor

MA] GEN Anthony Denison-
Smith, GOC 4th Armoured
Division, visited The Royal
Dragoon Guards on January 6
for the first time since the new
regiment came under his
command in December. He
inspected the CQ’s guard and
met two squadrons due to
exercise in Canada later this
year.

customary use of Carver
Barracks. Ever since the 1970s,
when the Army took over the
base from the RAF, it has been
the home of an armoured
reconnaissance regiment. The
last of these, 16th/5th Lancers,
will amalgamate with 17th/21st
Lancers in Germany later this
year to form The Queen’s
Royal Lancers.

Korean
guards
to end

BRITAIN is withdrawing its
contingent of the United
Nations honour guard from
Korea by next month.

Armed Forces Minister
Archie Hamilton told MPs that
the platoon of British troops,
comprising one officer and 36
men drawn from the Hong
Kong garrison, would leave
Korea by March 15.

Four British personnel who
form part of the Common-
wealth liaison mission in Seoul
will follow within two months.

Britain will retain its mem-
bership of the UN Command
and of the Military Armistice
Commission in Korea.

Saxon roll

TWO SOLDIERS of the Ist
Battalion, The Gloucester Reg-
iment had a lucky escape while
carrying out Saxon driver
training on Catterick training
area. The vehicle hit a tree
stump, slewed across a slope

and rolled downhill, turning
over twice.
Both soldiers, undergoing

Saxon training as the Glosters

convert from 24 Airmobile
Brigade to 19 Mechanised
Brigade, were saved from

injury by their safety harness.

Dive award

A ROYAL Artillery diving
expedition has won the 1992
British Sub-Aqua Club Duke of
Edinburgh Jubilee Trust Med-
al. Maj Gerald Moor, who led
the expedition to dive on ships
at Jutland, received the medal
from Prince Philip at Bucking-
ham Palace in front of nine
other members of the team.
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TA not
included
In bands’
review

DEFENCE Minister Viscount
Cranborne has confirmed that
the review of Army bands,
which is still under way, does
not include those of the
Territorial Army.

“As far as my department is
concerned their status will
remain the same for the
foreseeable future,” he told the
House of Lords.

However, when questioned
he would not give a similar
undertaking on the future of
the bands of the Household
Cavalry and the Foot Guards,
urging members to await the
review decisions.

Lord Cranborne revealed
that the cost of Army bands for
the current year was expected
to be about £50 million, which
had to be examined in the light
of the reduction in overall
forces.

“We are well aware of the
importance of ensuring that we
have adequate numbers of
operational soldiers over and
above bandsmen,” he said.

Earlier, the minister acknow-
ledged that the review included
the future of the three military
band training establishments.

It also took full account of
bandsmen’s additional medical
and security tasks, he said, and
he pointed out that the medical
role was not part of their duty
in Northern Ireland.

Troops help
as floods
hit Perth

A COMPANY of four platoons
from the 2nd Battalion, Scots
Guards deployed to assist
people caught in the serious
flooding which affected Perth
after days of driving rain and
hurricane-force winds had hit
Scotland.

Also involved in the mop-up
operations were 71 Engr Regt
(V) with assault boats, 1/51 H
(V), 3/51 H(V), 153 (Highland)
Arty Spt Regt (V), and RAF
and naval units.

NEWSLINE

City honours Liverpool medics

Maj Jackie McLoughlan of Liverpool-based 208
(Merseyside) General Hospital RAMC(V) receives
her Gulf Medal from the Lord Lieutenant of
Merseyside, Mr Henry Cotton. She was one of 12
members of 208 who were attached to a number
of medical units in the Gulf during the war. On the
right is Capt Val Williams, and behind the Lord
Lieutenant is the CO, Col Jim Egan. All 12

. RN

medal-winners were on the parade, which was
combined with the presentation of a scroll by the
Lord Mayor of Liverpool to mark the unit's
25-year link with the city.

In return, 2iC Lt Col Richard Murphy presented
the Lord Mayor with a framed set of 25th
anniversary medallions,
memorative plate.

Gunners of 94 Locating Regiment RA board the RFA Argus as
BV206 “over-snow” vehicles are hoisted on board at Marchwood
military port on Southampton Water

Picture éounesy. of Liverpool Daily Post and Echo

including a com-

Gunners

® From Page 5

Gibraltar (1779-1783) Field
Battery RA with six 105mm
light guns.

Other elements remaining at
sea are a locating battery from
94 Regiment which includes
meteorological, ranging and
surveying experts, a Cymbeline
mortar locating troop of 29 Cdo
Regiment and medics from 23
Parachute Field Ambulance at
Aldershot.

The airportable light gun has
a range of more than 17km and
can double as a very effective
anti-tank weapon.

The Cymbeline mortar locat-
ing radar detects the upward
trajectory of a mortar bomb,
and calculates and displays the
point of origin within 12
seconds.

How long the carrier group
and extra troops will remain on
station in the Adriatic is not
known, but 94 Locating
Regiment RA was due to
disband by September under
Options for Change.

It is one of six gunner
regiments being placed in
suspended animation, all of
which could be re-formed if
required. The new post-
Options order of battle for the
Royal Artillery has no dedi-
cated locating units listed.

14



Off to Bosnia)

yN's surprise -

Capt Jo White was one of
; four medics who left the
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. _ : relatively warm confines of the
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for Bosnia on
Cyprus and Canada, says Lt Col
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No “silly little sausage rolls” for the guests of
#23 Brig Bruce Willing, Commander 160 (Wales)
4| Brigade, when the Brecon Humt renewed its
links with the Barrdcks in Brecon after 19 years.
The hunt, regular visitors to the Barracks from
the 1840s, met on the square of HQ 160 Bde for
il the customary stirrup cup.
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Reason for the happy smiles on the faces of
members of Episkopi's “Lemmings Club” is the
magnificent boat behind them. Purchased with
club funds and a generous grant from the
Nuffield Trust, Osprey will enable the Joint
Service club to continue with its main aim of
encouraging personnel and their dependants,
Service and entitled civilians of any rank or
grade to make the most of their time in Cyprus
by participating in water sports. Pictured (left to
right) are Sgn Ldr Steve Hickey, FS Bill
er with 225 (Highland) Field Stewart, Capt Tanyia Collier-Jackson, Cpl

' rrently training Offic Andrea Booth, Sgt Mal Thomas and WO1
CsU:\rAaj lt"rank Smith (ACIO Dundee). Bill Smart.

her father's footsteps t:,é
enlisting into the RAMC is 19(;5;31:‘0110
Adrienne Starll:-lng o:‘1 n?:r?tal Health
ill train as an EnVITO Nt

yfvglcgnic'san after initial training IEclit ;23
Prince of Wales's Depot Llckx\eh ey
the RAMC Training Cenl_re‘ S| L
Dad, Capt Peter Starling (le h]'m ‘|
Amt;u\ance in Dundee. With the

Eollowing in

: Michelle’s
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the sappers
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Regular officer Maj Robert Carter has
achieved the unusual distinction of being
awarded the Territorial Decoration. He
completed his TA service of 13 years and 315 : : tart b
days between two stints in the Regular Army — was given a flying s Ell-relli
first in the Royal Engineers and then in the Miss Gibraltar, Mic!

One of the more un-
x
*
x
x
x
Royal Signals. Robert, who received his 4 Torres, when she threw
*
.'
x
*
*

ko
usual events for the :
three-man Army team eers o o Ia
inthe Defence Attachés’
Office at the British Embassy in Sofia, who usually deal with matters
such as liaison with the Bulgarian Armed Forces and co-ordination of
fraining courses for Bulgarians in the UK, was the presentation of a Gulf
Medal by the ambassador Richard Thomas to locally-based British
businessman Martin Riddell, a member of the TA.

Seen foasting Mr Riddell's memorable day are (from left) WO2 Andy
Robinson, Col Robert Pearson and Sqt Ray Davidson.

Once considered a hostile place, Bulgaria now offers the Defence
Attaché and his staff an interesting posting, complete with beautiful
countryside, ancient monasteries, excellent skiing and superb wines,

A 12-hour darts marathon
held by the Royal En-
gineers based in Gibraltar

What do you do when you have just been awarded first prize in the
senior class of a Christmas cake decorating competition? Hand the
cake over to a worthwhile cause. Pictured doing just that, aided
and abetted by adjutant Capt Seamus Rodgers RA, is Sgt
Audrey Meredith of 14 Field Regiment RA at Larkhill. Nellie
Parkinson, of the Amesbury retirement home, is the recipient.
Winners of other cake competitions further afield included LCpl
Gilbert Smith of the Scorpion Regiment, 8 Regt RCT, Miinster
and Sgt Tony Kay ACC of 28 Engineer Regiment, Hamein.

Powesichchereas @ 0 0 0 0 0 000 00000000000 00O0EF0

award from GOC Eastern District, Maj Gen the opening darts bat 15:2
@ Patrick Cordingley, currently works as a sappers’ 1772 Clu i
W communications staff officer with 15 (North annual event, In at? o e

| East) Brigade in York. BFBS Wireless for 2
Blind appeal, raise
£6,000.

LA A 20 20 20 20 b JE b 25 35 SRS

LER R 2k 40 48 2 2 2 2 28 B 2B 2 2B IR R SR S Ob I a3

ooqoooqoooo;oobi;:iFdoodoo
9




GOC paysribut to thework o the BVritish rmy in i\]drthern I}eland .

‘An incredible
contribution’

LT GEN Sir John Wilsey, who
is leaving the post of General
Officer Commanding Northern
Ireland for his new job as
Commander UK Land Forces,
has spoken of his pride at the
Army’s contribution to peace in
the Province.

In a wide-ranging BBC
interview — the first given by a
serving GOC in more than 20
yvears — he reflected on his
two-and-a-half-year tour and
spoke of the Army’s role
supporting the Royal Ulster
Constabulary in defeating ter-
rorism.

“I think we have a good story
. to tell,” he said, “and I am
- enormously proud of what the
Army has contributed since
1969.”

The GOC took the opportun-
ity publicly to thank Service-
men and their families in
Northern Ireland for their hard
work. Asked what he would
particularly remember of his
tour, he said:

“It is the marvellous con-
tribution, an incredible con-
. tribution, made by my soldiers
. and their families working
. extraordinarily long hours . . .
16 hours a day, seven days a
week . . . people here for six
. months except for a short break
of eight days in the middle. It’s
truly uplifting to see that kind
of dedication.”

Speaking about the current
security situation in Northern
Ireland, Gen Wilsey said
terrorists should be worried by
the high level of arrests made
by the RUC - and the fact that
their actions had had no impact
on the will of the Army
“resolutely and bravely” to go
about their business.

It was inconceivable that the
Army would “jack it in” or lose
the will to go on.

“The key thing is the will,
the will to win, the will not to
be intimidated. The terrorists
from either community are not
going to win. We will go on
deploying in Northern Ireland
in support of the RUC until the

Lt Gen Sir John Wilsey eels men under his command in N'orthern Irland

minds that they are not going to
win.”

Terrorist attacks on military
positions along the border,
aimed at intimidating the
Army, had actually achieved
nothing, said the GOC. In fact,
they had the reverse effect.

The old permanent vehicle
checkpoints in border areas had
been reinforced and streng-
thened and made into patrol
bases. This had resulted in
more soldiers being available
for patrols.

In addition, the public was
less inconvenienced as new
road traffic controls make the
flow of traffic easier.

Asked to comment about the
force levels in Northern
Ireland, the GOC said: “With
two additional units I have the
resources I need to do the job
asked of me by the RUC . . . I
do believe I am adequately and
properly resourced.”

During a recent visit to
Northern Ireland, Defence
Secretary Malcolm Rifkind had
said that the Northern Ireland
commitment in support of the
RUC was the number one call
upon the Army.

o0 i
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Speaking of the formation
last July of The Royal Irish
Regiment, Gen Wilsey said it
had been important for The
Ulster Defence Regiment to be
brought into the Regular
Army; they deserved it as they
had done an outstanding job.

The interview also covered
soldiers and the law, topical at a
time when a number are facing
serious charges arising out of
incidents in Northern Ireland.
The GOC was quite emphatic
on this subject: “Soldiers are
answerable to the law and every
soldier under my command
here understands this and
accepts the fact.”

Questioned closely about
alleged Army informer Brian
Nelson, currently in prison on
five counts of conspiracy to
murder, Gen Wilsey said that
operations of a covert nature
were always difficult and
extremely sensitive.

The incident had, however,
demonstrated that the rela-
tionship between the Army and
the RUC, and the other
agencies involved, was strong
enough to withstand any
pressures that came about. It

should also be remembered that
the investigation had been
called by the Chief Constable
and was one in which the Army
had co-operated fully.

Relations between the Army
and the RUC had produced an
extremely happy partnership.
One of the good things of his
time in Northern Ireland had
been the very strong personal
relationship formed with the
RUC, and with Stormont and
other agencies.

Asked if he believed terror-
ism could be defeated, Gen
Wilsey said: “You have to see
this thing as a matter of
government resolve and all the
agencies of the State — all the
sinews of State — bearing down
upon terrorism. And there are
many aspects to this.

“It requires political prog-
ress, it requires a strong
economic policy, it requires fair
and impartial social progress to
be made, it requires within the
law a strong security policy . . .
provided that we keep our
nerve and continue to put
pressure upon the terrorist and
bear down on all fronts then we
will prevail.”
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The Royal Irish use a gully for cover during their advance

Words: Laurie Manton
Pictures: Terry Champion

Young Rangers learn to fight on foot

IT CAME as a surprise to
discover that dependence on
mechanised fighting vehicles
such as Warrior is so great that
many younger infantry soldiers
have little or no experience of
operating in a dismounted role.

In Exercise Rock Rose in
Cyprus the 1st Bartalion, The
Royal Irish Regiment took part
in two weeks of field training
designed to brush-up skills
needed to fight on foot.

Said commanding officer Lt
Col Tonv Potter: “It is the
culmination of our training
since we arrived here last July.
We were previously the
infantry demonstration batta-
lion at the School of Infantry,
Warminster, and before that we
had been a mechanised infantry
battalion in Germany for five
years.

“As a result, we have in the
battalion a whole generation of
soldiers, up to and including
corporals, who have no
experience of operating dis-
mounted or having to live and
fight on foot with what they can

8
Lt Col Tony Potter, CO 1 Irish

carry. One of the aims of the
exercise was to break the
mentality that your armoured
personnel carrier with its
boiling vessel for a brew is
parked around the corner.”
The three phases of Rock
Rose were fought across
exacting countryside near Epis-

kopi. Troops had to advance
across the grain of the land, an
arduous task especially when
having to negotiate ravines with
15ft of water at the bottom.

If that was not enough to test
the mettle of the soldiers, in
one 36-hour period, two-and-a-
half times the monthly rainfall
fell on the training area.

During the exercise, soldiers
practised a variety of tasks
including  advance-to-contact
and minefield breaching. The
exercise culminated in the
launching of a dismounted
battalion attack on the village of
Paramali, which was defended
by a company of the mythical
“Wonderful Freedom Raiders
of the Dhekelian Army”
provided by B Company, Ist
Battalion, The Worcestershire
and Sherwood Foresters Reg-
iment.

Role of the regiment in
Cyprus is to provide internal
security for the Western
Sovereign Base Area at Epis-
kopi.

The next few months are set

to be very busy for 1 R Irish.
Next month it deploys a
reinforced company group to
the Falklands for four months,
while those soldiers remaining
in Cyprus are committed to
providing all the guards and
duty personnel at the Sovereign
Base.

In August, the battalion
must be ready to receive the
2nd Battalion, The Royal Irish
Regiment, with which it must
merge by August 31.

“There are not easy days
ahead,” said Col Potter.

“I’s very easy for us as
individuals, and as a battalion,
to think that we are the only
people in the Infantry who are
affected and, of course, that is
not the case.

“It just brings home to us
how much we have been
affected under Options for
Change over the past year.”

One of the advantages of the
new Royal Irish Regiment is
that soldiers from Home

@ Turn to next page
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Rangers go back to basics

® From Page 15
Service battalions can now
serve on attachments overseas
with General Service battalions
like 1 R Irish.

A number of Home Service
soldiers serving on three- to
12-month attachments took
part in Rock Rose. One, a
former Ulster Defence Regim-
ent private, is on a four-month
attachment.

He told SOLDIER he found
it very different from internal
security operations in Northern
Ireland.

“The exercise practised us in
conventional warfare techni-
ques. I definitely didn’t think
I'd find so much rain in
Cyprus, but it’s been a good
exercise. It involved a lot of
tabbing across country, but

that’s what we get paid for.

“Although part of the
battalion’s reserve company,
we did get a chance to take out
a few enemy positions, which
certainly got the adrenalin
pumping a bit,” he said.

Currently, private soldiers in
1 and 2 R Irish are called
“rangers”, following an agree-
ment made when the merger
board sat. It was decided
soldiers in the two General
Service battalions would be
rangers, and the remainder
would be called privates.

The colonel of the regiment
has now decided that it is
wrong to have two different
titles and has asked all Home
Service, General Service and
depot commanding officers for
their views.

“There have been a number
of suggestions including ran-
ger, private, rifleman and
volunteer,” said Col Potter.

“As an ex-Royal Irish
Ranger, I believe very strongly
that our private soldiers should
be called rangers. It is a title we
want to keep.”

Since the amalgamation last
summer, the battalion has also
had to come to terms with
wearing berets while in
working dress instead of the
distinctive caubeen.

The subject is emotive, but,
although Col Potter would be
the first to agree the caubeen is
impractical for wear in the field
under combat conditions, he
does believe his soldiers have
lost part of their identity
without it.

“In the past, everyone knew
who we were. Now, in berets,
we just blend in with everyone
else. I hope eventually the
Home Service units will realise
that if we want to be different
and show other regiments we
are different, then the best way
to do that is to reintroduce the
wearing of caubeens while in
working dress.”

Until the bartalion returns to
the United Kingdom in 1995, it
will be striving to maintain
soldiering standards. Troops
will get several chances to
operate away from the island.
Company exercises in Jordan
and Italy are planned, with the
possibility of a full-scale
battalion exercise taking place
in the United Arab Emirates
later this year.

0 g e E a r
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Above - In dusty conditions, weapons have to be kept scrupulously
clean. Lt Charlie Thompson (left) and Cpl Kevin Mann work on their
SA 80s

Left — A Royal Irish officer calls for reinforcements

Providing comms and almost hidden under the scrim of his helmet
is Rgr Pete Brennan
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Territorial Army volunteers with the Special Air Service are drawn from all walks of life. As Mervyn Wynne
Jones discovered, potential recruits may not be men of steel, but they will require iron determination and a
high degree of motivation to get through the selection process. Pictures by Stuart Bingham.

FLAT ON the ground, bergen
digging into his shoulders and
face strained with exhaustion,
the recruit struggled to lock his
arms into a full press-up.
Twenty kilometres of some of
the most rugged of Welsh
terrain  behind him, and
another ten ahead, he was
learning an elementary lesson
about covert patrolling and
ambush avoidance. 2

“What won’t you do again?”’
asked the rendezvous point
controller. “I’ll keep off roads
and tracks,” came the reply.
Given another grid reference,
he was sent on his way. Lessons
are hard learnt on the
demanding and exhausting
path to becoming a Territorial
Army volunteer with the
Special Air Service.

By any standard of military
training - especially for the
part-time soldier — it is tough.
Most will fall by the wayside
before donning the coveted
sand-coloured beret with its
winged-dagger badge. Already,
by the fourth training weekend

of the six-month-
long selection
process, 40 of the
original 70 re-
cruits had
dropped out
either by Volun-
tary Withdrawal
“VW” — or be-
cause of injury.
The worst was
yet to come.

Bergens would
get heavier, dis-
tances longer and
the race against
the clock ever
more exacting in
a series of tests
designed to stretch a man to the
limits in the search for
aptitude, attitude and commit-
ment. Two or three would
make it through.

“We will not drop our
standards,” said Dave, a
construction company executive
by day and veteran of 18 years’
service with 23 SAS (V).

“We cannot afford to, both
from their point of view and

from that of the
colleagues they
would later be
working with —
every man must
have absolute
faith in those
around him.”
Torrential rain
had greeted the
recruits as they
arrived at the
remote mountain
start point dur-
ing the night,
persisting  until
dawn when -

their bergens
checked for
weight — the latest batch of
hopefuls were dispatched into
the gloom with the promise
from their staff sergeant that
“behind all this mist, I assure
you, there are a lot of very steep
hills”.

Among them, as in each of
the twice-yearly selection
courses, was a broad repre-
sentation of professions and
backgrounds. 23 SAS (V) and
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Troopers guide a Hercules transport plane on to a make-shift runway

21 SAS (V) attract a wide
variety of recruits, ranging
from doctors and barristers to
bricklayers, scrap metal mer-
chants, physical training in-
structors and former regular
soldiers.

Recruits will be considered
between the ages of 20 and 33,
though this can extend to 35
with previous military experi-
ence — a little more if a man can
offer a specialist skill or
knowledge.

Having a military back-
ground is clearly an advantage,
and a substantial proportion of
recruits approach the Territo-
rial SAS either as ex-Regular
Army soldiers or on transfer
from another unit within the
TA.

They and their Regular
Army staff and instructors are
vital to both Terrier SAS
regiments, bring with them
new ideas and experience.

Nevertheless, many able
troopers are drawn straight
from civilian life, the traits
essential to the SAS of
self-awareness, self-reliance
and self-confidence common to
each. “Ask anyone why he’s
doing it,” said Nick, a
steelworker, ““and you will get a
different answer every time. I
think we have all got our own
reasons, but above all it has to
be the challenge.”

Tackling the selection course
while holding down a full-time
job demands total commit-
ment. Anything less increases
the prospect of failure during
the six-month selection pro-
cess.

Nine alternative training
weekends, concentrated on
endurance and navigation

skills, culminate in “long drag”
when, competing against the
clock, recruits must force-
march and run 50 kilometres
carrying a heavy bergen and

weapon across remote and
arduous terrain.

“Long drag is a real test of
endurance,” said Alan, a
student and former Royal
Marine. “A lot of weight, a lot
of elevation and a lot of
distance.”

Those who get through go on
to a two-week battle camp
where they begin to learn, or
brush up on, basic military
skills. Even thére some may
find themselves with a train
ticket home. Staff constantly
monitor attitudes to tasks and
peers, checking whether candi-
dates have the personality to fit
into a small team.

“We ask ourselves whether
we would like to work with
someone for a long period of
time, and if the answer is ‘no’
then that’s it — off he goes,”

said one instructor. Recruits go
on to several more weeks of
continuation training, includ-
ing the mandatory parachuting
course before finally proving
themselves worthy of the beret.

The operational role of the
Sabre squadrons is that of
long-range reconnaissance and
the new trooper now embarks
on a process that, at the very
least, will take two or three
years to bring him to a level of
acceptable competence and will
continue for the rest of his
service as he masters new skills.

Being a volunteer with the
TA’s two SAS regiments, the
Hereford-based R Squadron, or
the Thorney Island-based 63
(SAS) Signals Squadron (V),
can become a second career,
demanding considerable com-
mitment and motivation after a

Above — The regiment prepares at the RAF base for a fixed-wing

parachute jump

Left - A member of a TA SAS forest patrol pauses to ensure the way

ahead is clear

hard week at work. “You go on
more and more courses and try
10 keep on top of the high
standards required. Every man
must become a first-class
signaller — signals is our life
blood - and parachute and
medical training are also
mandatory,” said Dave.

The SAS trooper will pick up
a wide variety of skills, from
combat survival, forward air
control and foreign equipment
recognition to demolitions and
vehicle mechanics.

Working closely with the
Royal Navy and the Royal Air
Force, he will learn how to
operate in a variety of hostile
environments. The longer he
serves, the more useful he
becomes.

Fitness is a matter of
individual pride and all SAS
Territorials are keen' sports-
men, often specialising in
climbing, orienteering, moun-
tain walking or fell running.

Adventurous training, com-
bined often with foreign travel,
is a key feature of each
squadron calendar, including
canoeing, climbing, abseiling,
top-roping, sub-aqua, ski-ing
and sailing.

Exercises, often abroad, are
held at patrol, squadron or

regimental level, frequently
after a silent insertion such as a
parachute drop into hostile
countryside in extreme climatic
conditions.

Chelsea-based 21 SAS (V)
has squadrons at Dulwich,
Hitchin, Bramley and New-
port, and 23 SAS (V) is based in
Birmingham with squadrons at
Manchester, Leeds, Newcastle,
Dundee and Glasgow. Most
squadrons train every weekend,
and in an average year exercises
are staged in Norway, Ger-
many, the United States and
other Nato countries.

Peter, a toolmaker who has
been in 23 SAS (V) for nine
years, said: “When I heard at
that very first briefing that
eight would pass out of 200, I
knew that I would be one of
them. It was something 1
wanted, and it was a marvellous
feeling of achievement at the
end.

“None of us is Superman —
you just need sheer determin-
ation.

“It 1s simply the best
regiment in the world,” he
added, “with a better quality of
soldiering both in terms of
experience and variety. Every-
thing you do in this unit is done
professionally.”
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Above — Cpls John Murray
and Steve Ferguson, mem-
bers of the small Fortress
Special Task Royal En-
gineers’ presence on the
Rock, doing their bit for
ornithological interests as
they prepare a fresh-water
pool, partially funded by
MoD, for the use of birds en
route from Africa

Right - In the Rock’s
telephone exchange, situ-
ated off a long, land-level
tunnel originally built for
Gen Eisenhower during the
Second World War, Sgt
Malcolm McCallum (R Sig-
nals) gives a few pointers on
the computer system to SAC
Steve March (RAF), whose
colleague SACW Jan Wright
is handling one of the
innumerable enquiries -
military and civilian — which
crop up on a typical shift
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Right - Safe and sound: a
happy LCpl Paul Ellis (FSTRE)
surrounded by children and
mothers at the Rock’s ‘“‘stay
and play” centre, which is
situated in a busy traffic area.
Thanks to his building efforts,
the children are now fenced in
and can play in safety

Below — Col Tony Reed Screen,
Land Forces Commander

Soldier headsplans for

DRA

DOWN

ON THE ROCK

ONCE THE final member of
the 3rd Battalion, The Royal
Green Jackets had climbed the
steps to the ’plane and
metaphorically closed the door
to Gibraltar behind him in
1991, it marked the end of the
long-held presence of a British
Army resident battalion on the
Rock.

However, as Col Tony Reed
Screen points out, brown
uniforms — whether Regular or
Territorial — are still very much
in evidence there, alongside the
dark blue and light blue . . .

Indeed, part of his task as
Land Forces Commander or, to
give him his more strictly
correct title, Chief Staff Officer
Projects and Plans, is to oversee
the streamlining of Gibraltar
Command HQ into one logistic
base for the Army as well as the
other two Services.

Fresh from commanding Ist
Armoured Division’s Royal
Engineers, in the Gulf War, he
took over the Gibraltar post
from Brig David Lewis in
September 1991.

“My main concern on behalf
of the Combined British Force
is not only how to spend our
pennies but how we are going
to chart our way forward over
the next ten years,” Col Reed
Screen said.

The immediate aim - the
“five year plan™ — is to reduce
the amount of land owned by
the MoD in Gibraltar (current-
ly more than 30 per cent) by
half, cut down expenditure by
30 per cent and, in a move
which the colonel realises will
not make him the most popular
of men, decrease Services
manpower by the same
amount.

“Basically, we have here an
estate which is pretty old and
expensive to maintain, hot in
summer and rainy in winter,”
explained Col Reed Screen.

He added: “We are working
on the best way to rationalise

that estate for the future.”

The majority of Service
reductions will be from the
Royal Air Force, with its com-
plement being reduced from
350 to approximately 100 and
airfield functions being con-
tracted out.

“QOur aspirations as three
separate Services are quite
different, and trying to bring us
all together is a fascinating
challenge,” he said.

“We certainly have not got
there yet, and it will be some
time before one could say, for
example, that the Navy will
look after the administration of
the soldiers. It is at that level
where difficulties are going to
arise.”

Col Reed Screen ruefully
admits that the pace of the
programme will be much
slower than anything in the
Gulf.

If a mistake was made in the
Gibraltar strategy, the effects
would be felt two years later
whereas in the desert it would
be more like two days.

In the meantime, he is
confident of the future of the
integrated dockside HQ and, as
a sapper through and through,
admits to a great sense of pride
at being able to see the tangible
evidence of his forebears’ skills
— still intact after two centuries
— whenever he glances up at the
rock’s fortifications.

WIng Cdr Thomson

Hot work for Spr Mark Shanks (foreground} and Cpl Tom McGlade

(STRE) as they construct a gas bottle storage area as part of
improvements for the Gibraltar Naval Diving School. “We can
tackle anything that we are asked to do,” said Cpl McGlade, ‘‘from
this to removing a dirty great palm tree which had fallen down in
the town”

Smiling staff at The Convent, Governor of Gibraltar Admiral Sir
Derek Reffell’s residence in the town centre. “Now that the
Governor has handed over most of the military side to the
Commander Land Forces, it is more of a Foreign Office-type job
here these days,” said SSgt Beverly Fulford (centre). She is
pictured with colleagues Sgt Laura Pinchbeck (left) and Cpl Jill
Tuson. Back row: Lt Col Patrick Compton, Lt lan Cole (RN) and




HECTIC IS probably too
inadequate a word to describe
the daily lives of members of 36
Engineer Regiment in Maid-
stone recently.

Not only have many of them
been involved in activities
covering a fair proportion of the
world but, on the domestic
front, radical changes are
taking place on their doorstep.

Add to that a new role,
coupled with more overseas

meter to make way for a new
dual carriageway under con-
struction.

“A substantial number of
regimental facilities are ear-
marked for demolition after
being re-provisioned in other
parts of the estate,” said
quartermaster Maj Ray Ed-
wards.

One casualty will be the now
little-used 150-year-old former
barracks a mile or so down the

trips in the offing, and it is easy road from Invicta, whose
understand  why square currently
there was an _al- wﬁrds: hoqses some of the
most tangible mix- Phil Wilcox regiment’s heavy
ture of satisfaction UK plcfures" equipment.

and anticipation in Torty Ch "I Scheduled for
the air when oy amP_on completion in

SOLDIER visited
the sappers’ Invicta Park
Barracks.

“We were until recently with
5 Airborne Division, but we are
now the general support
engineering regiment for 3
(UK) Division,” explained
commanding officer Lt Col
Chris Guthkelch.

“There is a hell of a lot going
on. Under Options, 51 Field
Squadron are due to join us
from Ripon, increasing the
number of men by over 100 to
almost 950. QOur vehicle tally
will be doubled — to 320.

“Apart from that, we are in
the midst of a major rebuild
here.”

The multi-million pound
project, sponsored by Kent
County Council, involves re-
aligning the barracks’ peri-
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April is a vast,
impressive, technical working
area, consisting of production
workshops, stores and loading
ramps — built on the site of the
park’s old quarry and some
council allotments.

“A great deal of forethought
and planning has gone into the
design of all new buildings,”
said Maj Edwards.

This is borne out by a glance
at the first to be completed —
three ultra modern accom-
modation blocks used by junior
ranks since last July.

Named Kirby, Ross and
Sleavon after Royal Engineers’
VCs, the blocks incorporate
hotel-standard six-man flatlets
with integral ablution and
utility facilities.

As one corporal put it: “This
must be one of the only

Two members of the REME workshops at 36 Engineers’ old

barracks in Maidstone, LCpl Andy Dunsdon and Cfn Eric Lowden,
who are teaching the regiment about the intricacies of the newly-

acquired Drops vehicle

barracks where we have our
own car park, not to mention
garages.”

Coming under 36 Engineers’
“umbrella” are 20 and 50 Field
Squadrons, 61 Field Support
Squadron and a sub-unit, 9
Parachute Squadron RE, based

70 miles away at Aldershot.
And 50 Fd Sgn (Const) is due
to re-role imminently to
become HQ Squadron for the
regiment.

The two field squadrons have
between them done their bit to
enable the regiment to practise

its wide range of combat skills
without venturing outside the
confines of Invicta Park, before
testing them in a tactical
environment.

Initially tasked with design-
ing improvements to the then
derelict in-barracks training

area (IBTA) was 50 Fd Sqgn

(Const). The project was
continued by members of 20 Fd
Sqgn as part of their training for
the first overseas trip of the
New Year: a three-month
construction exercise in the
Aberdare National Park in

Centre - Lt Col Chris
Guthkelch, CO 36 Engr Regt

Left — Spr Paul Smith gets a
helping hand with his kit from 9
Para's “Fitzie”. Now back in the
swing of airborne operations
after a packed year on the
international scene — mainly in
Belize — each troop in the
squadron is due to tackle a
six-week exercise in 1993 in
either Canada or Kenya

Left — Trio from 50 Fd Sqn with
an unusual souvenir. SSgt Glen
Smith, Cpl Chris Downes and
Spr Del Lownie lean on a
pedestal incorporating part of a
Phantom FGR2 fighter.

During the squadron’s tour of
the Falklands last year, Spr
Downie was one of a team
called upon to consign four of
the islands’ five Phantoms to
the historical (unmarked)
waste-tip near Mount Pleasant
Airfield.

The Phantoms, having done
sterling service for the previous
ten years, made way for
Tornado F3s. One was salvag-
ed, and - with much manoeuvr-
ing by willing sappers — now
stands proudly as the RAF
Mount Pleasant ‘‘gate
guardian”.

Kenya. The IBTA facility now
includes a bridging gap, booby
trap house and mine-breaching
confidence area.

The lads of 61 Field Support
Squadron — about to re-role to
become the divisional support
squadron — have not been idle

either. Over the past few
months, members of the
squadron have participated in
adventure training exercises in
Jersey and Scotland and
completed a community task at
Leybourne Grange, where
plant operators carried out
demolition work on stables.

Charity tasks have included
the construction of a play area
and summer house by the
squadron’s resources troop for
a local school for children with
learning difficulties.

The regiment also has a
standing commitment for a
13-man detachment to provide
engineer support on Cyprus —
the British UNFICYP require-
ment.

For the past 12 months that
role has been carried out by a
detachment from 20 Fd,
comprising an officer, an NCO
and 11 tradesmen.

Throw in, among others, a
tour by 50 Fd as Falkland
Islands Field Squadron and a
busy year for the sappers of 9
Para Sqn - whose members
were deployed to places as far
apart as Botswana and Mexico -
and it is easy to understand why
it is not uncommon for
members of 36 Engineer to be
abroad for nine months in any
year.

“We pride ourselves on our
versatility and deployability,
and have a reputation of being
one of the most-travelled of
regiments,” said Lt Col

® Turn to next page
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Spr Mark Watson carefully experiments
in the mine-breaching section of the
in-barracks training area

Above - Quartermaster Maj Ray
Edwards and accommodation
NCO Cpl Steve Cooney check
progress at Invicta's new
technical area

Left — Sumner house? Sprs
“Taff” Howells (left) and “Slim”
Sumner, with Terry Griffiths
and Amanda Pearce of Maid-
stone’s Kingswood School, try
out the summer house which,
with help from colleagues in 61
Fd Sgn’s resources and plant
troops, they built for the school,
together with a play area

Sappers

@® From Page 23

Guthkelch. ““Our personnel,
either as individuals or
members of sub-units, have
visited 23 countries in the past
12 months.”

Whether building bridges,
opening routes, clearing or
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laying minefields, improving good causes in the Maidstone
port facilities or constructing area by members of the
within Nato or regiment amounted to well over

the sappers were £5,000 during the past year.
Cnce the gates of the old

After 40 years in Maidstone,  barracks have closed and the
the regiment is well-integrated keys handed over to Kent

Above - Poignant memorial at Invicta
Park to a previous 36 Engineer

campaign

local community.

About 60 per cent of the Army

wives work locally.
Fund-raising for a variety of

County Council in the spring,
36 Engineer’s next problem will
be to provide extra accom-
modation for the “migrants”

Spr “Dutch” Holland negotiates the
Colorado River through the Grand
Canyon the hard way — by kayak. He
was one of five members of 36 Eng-
ineer, led by Sgt (Sl) Steve Walton, who
participated in Exercise Raging Water.
They claim to be the first military unit to
attempt and complete the challenge.

Other adventurous training high-
lights in the regiment recently have
covered trekking in Nepal and climbing
in the Austrian Alps and Chamonix.
Two eight-man teams struck gold and
silver in the 1992 Cambrian Patrol,
which took in everything from basic
skills to field firing.

from Yorkshire - 51 Field

Squadron.
When the village of contrac-
tors’ caravans - almost a

permanent fixture at Invicta —
moves on, should any help be
needed when the time comes
for additional construction
work, there will be no shortage
of fully-trained sappers on the
spot . . .



Writer Gordon Skilling and
photographer Mike Weston
visited Gornji Vakuf before
Christmas to record the work
of the units based in the town.
Other Operation Grapple
reports in Pages 26-29

SANDWICHED between the
National Support Element at
Tomislavgrad and the Cheshire
Battalion Group at Vitez lies a
joint operations and logistic
base at Gornji Vakuf.

A factory on the northern
edge of the town houses B
Company, 1 Cheshire, re-
sponsible for guarding the
“back door” to Split and also
escorting aid convoys, and 7
Armoured Workshop REME,
the main second line engineer-
ing support for the British force
over the 300km route from
Split to Vitez.

While the base was being
established its 390 personnel
slept on mats cramped
together. Now nearly half are
accommodated in ISO con-
tainers.

Soldiers in transit between
Vitez and the coast added to the
“population”, electricity was
intermittent, hot water in short
supply and a work area was
used for recreation and
sleeping.

B Company’s main role is to
patrol the route from Gornji
Vakuf to Vitez, but it also
escorts convoys 10km
north to Bugojno,
and regularly - liaises
with the Spanish at
Jablanica.

The company oper-
ates without one of its
platoons, which s
based at Vitez as force
reserve and rotates
every few weeks. But it
is reinforced by the
battalion’s own recon-
naissance platoon
which operates eight Scimitars.
The base also has eight Milan
posts and several mortar
barrels.

Ops Officer Capt Robaird
Boyd, Operations Officer from
2 R Irish, said: “Every military
man has to consider the worst
case, but we are not here to
defend Gornji Vakuf from the
Bosnian Serb army.”

The six officers and 134
other ranks of 7 Armd Wksp
and 361 Stores Section provide
all the telecommunication and
control equipment technicians,
armourers and gunsmiths for
the whole force. A Forward
Repair and Recovery Group has
six vehicles and is also
responsible for a stretch of road
from Jablanica to Mostar in the
Spanish sector.

Specialist Teams Royal Engineers planﬁed two camps in Vitez and one at Gornji Vakuf. SSgt Carl Nelson,

SSgt Lennie Denlock and WO2 George Millard at Vitez are three of 16 specialists in theatre

actory that’

pen all hours

Capt baird Boyd 2 Irish

The Vehicle Power Pack and
Repair Platoon is commanded
by a TA officer, Capt Paul
Fletcher. Originally from 35
Signal Regiment in Sutton
Coldfield, where he was OC

Capt Paul Fletcher TA

Light Aid Detachment, his
two-year Short Service Volun-
tary commission with 7 Armd
Wksp has been extended so
that he can continue in theatre.

He was enthusiastic about

seven containerised power pack
repair bays currently under
trial by the Army. The facility
comprises wash down and
logistics bays at Gornji Vakuf,
and three repair bays, a run-up
bay and a lubrication bay at
Split.

It had been with 6 Armoured
Workshop in Germany before
moving to 7 Armd Wksp in
September for  Operation
Grapple.

Restrictions on space meant
that all seven elements were not
located together, said Capt
Fletcher.

“We are very happy with it
because it can be used in any
environment. It is particularly
useful in the field in winter
because it lets us work in a

® Turn to next page
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and WO2 Tom Henderson

Operations Room staff at 4 Fd qn in Ie are SSgt Bob Hill, LCpl Andrew Gumbrec, Cpl Dixie Dixon

Sapper skills

much in demand

MORALE and job satisfaction
among sappers in Bosnia is
high. Scattered to the four
winds and with little regimental
cohesion, even those isolated in
the open mountains know their
their contribution is vital.

With the exception of 29
Field Squadron in Northern
Ireland, the whole of 35
Engineer Regiment is deployed
in Bosnia. At Vitez, 42 Field
Squadron is closely linked to
the Cheshire Battalion Group,
while 37 Fd Sqn and 44 Fd Spt
Sqn are based at Tomislavgrad
though their work takes them
further afield.

Regimental headquarters is
normally at Split where the
Specialist Team of Royal
Engineers, the Explosive Ordn-
ance Detachment and the
Resources cell are also located.

Plant operators have been
given scope not available in
Germany. They have permis-
sion to open small “borrow”
pits to extract stone instead of
paying for rock from commer-
cial quarries.

Work has included con-
structing camps, preparing
culverts, improving roads and
ensuring the water supply is
safe, but strengthening bridges

Open all hours

® From Page 25

warm, enclosed environment.
Washing down vehicles in from
the field makes it easier and
more hygienic for the lads to
work on them, and it is green,
too, because it recycles water
and filters the oil.”

Vehicle maintenance sche-
dules laid down at the start of
the operation have held up.

“The Cheshire have a day
running and a day of
maintenance here, which works
well,” said Capt Fletcher. “In
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the initial stages we had no
failures when we could have
expected two.”

Six 500kg German bombs of
Second World War vintage
were discovered on the base
and lifted out of harm’s way
under guidance from the Royal
Engineers’ EOD section by
7 Armd Wksp’s Coles crane.

The skills of 7 Troop, 42
Field Squadron were put to use
during the removal - but
fortunately not those of the
RAMUC collection station.

is a sore point among local
military.

Bosnian Croats and Muslims
do not always want bridges
capable of carrying tanks. They
transfer aid in four-ton trucks
and blow up bigger bridges to
impede Bosnian Serb armoured
vehicles.

Even engineers working on
bridges on the Main Supply
Route can come under fire, and
soldiers feel there is a greater
chance of casualties than in the
Gulf.

“In the Gulf we had a
definite enemy and were
psychologically ready, but in
Bosnia we can get shelled at any
time and we don’t know where
the next problem will spring
up,” said SSgt Ned Kelly of 5
Tp, 37 Fd Sqn.

“It was all combat engineer-
ing work in the Gulf but in
Bosnia we can use our artisan
skills.”

“It has been an uphill
struggle with 600 men and very
little real estate of our own,”
said RSM WOl Graeme
Ferguson.

“Sappers have been in
demand for a number of tasks
other than keeping routes open
and there is enough here to
keep us all busy for two years.”

Above - RSM Graeme
Ferguson of 35 Engineer
Regiment — a former Olympics
skier at Sarajevo

Right — Cpl Alex Coker welds
steel racking at the metal
smith’s shop at 7 Armd Wksp

RSM Ferguson is a former
international biathlon skier and
for the first time in 20 years he
is not taking part in the Army
championships. He remembers
with affection his third Winter
Olympics, at Sarajevo in 1984,

when he came 29th. “It was
beautiful then,” he said. “It is
sad to see any country tearing
itself apart, but it is beyond
belief for anybody who saw the
town before and sees the
pictures of it now.”

wheel tanker

Above - Yeoman of
Signals Stephen Whytock
and Maj Paul Hudson,
Force Signals officer, at
the headquarters in Split

Right - Listening out on
the main HF station is
LCpl Tony Cornwell of
211 Signal Squadron

Left — Rough
causes much
damage to vehicles: Sgt
Phil Pearson of 12 Armd
Wksp and Cfn Guy Engel-
mann of 7 Armd Wksp
inspect damage to an all-

terrain
minor

Keptin touch
— by satellite

TELEPHONE calls between
some sub-units in Bosnia have
to be bounced off the
stratosphere to a tactical
ground terminal at RAF
Oakhanger, then bounced back
to Bosnia.

Secure speech facilities are
essential between Split, Tomis-
lavgrad, Gornji Vakuf, Vitez
and the UN HQ at Kiseljak and
one third of the Force’s 120
Royal Signals personnel are
strategic communications spe-
cialists from 30 Signal Regim-
ent at Blandford. The remain-
der come from 211 (11

Armoured Brigade)
Squadron at Minden.

It is not possible to use VHF
because of the nature of the
deployment and the distances
involved. Placing re-broadcast
stations in the Dinaric Alps was
not a viable option, said Force
Signal Officer, Maj Paul
Hudson.

“The mountainous condi-
tions preclude ‘rebro’ stations
because of the terrain and also
because of the security problem
for isolated detachments. We
are therefore using our full
satellite capability,” he said.

Signal

Communications have im-
proved since the early days of
the operation. Highly mobile
liaison officers continue to use
the expensive international
maritime satellites but landlines
have now been established to
many locations.

The VSC 501 satellite ground
stations, which carry both
speech and data traffic, are set
up between the three main
headquarters, and when a
fourth is deployed to a tactical
headquarters, the Force will
have half the Army’s VSC 501
assets in theatre.
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Sometimes it’s

hard to tell

enemy from ally

THE FIGHTING in Bosnia is
unlike anything most British
soldiers have had to deal with
before. They stand on the
sidelines, periodically coming
under fire, but unable to fight
back.

Their blue helmets and white
vehicles offer no immunity
from attack; shrapnel is not
selective.

This is someone else’s civil
war. The rounds which
threaten British lives are fired
by Serbs, Croats and Muslims
who used to live in peace in
Bosnia. Now seven factions are
fighting in the Cheshire
Battalion Group’s area. Allies
one day can be enemies the
next.

Gornji Vakuf was shelled
regularly on market day — once
for 18 hours — until 1 Cheshire
and 7 Armoured Workshop
REME moved into their base
nearby.

British squaddies were soon
arranging football matches with
local sides and hoped they were
having a pacifying influence,
until the town’s Croats and
Muslims fell out. A British
soldier was killed trying to help
by taking injured civilians to
hospital.

Force Chief of Staff Maj
Richard Barrons RA

It is a conflict utterly unlike
the scenario for which British
soldiers train in northern
Germany. The use of artillery
was still fundamental to the
battle, but it was used
irregularly to terrorise civilians,
said Maj Richard Barrons RA,
Chief of Staff at Force HQ in
Split.

Bosnian Serbs have a wide
range of artillery which they
position on mountain tops to
encircle towns before bombard-
ing them. Bosnian Croats and
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Spr Nick Wells, a Royal Engineer based at Tomislavgrad sent a
Christmas card to the stars of Coronation Street — and received in
return a signed picture of the whole cast.

Nick, normally based with 35 Engineer Regiment's 77 Armd Engr
Sqn at Hameln, said: “It was a marvellous surprise to hear from
them. | often watch the programme when | am at home wrote to the
stars on the spur of the moment.”
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Muslims have few weapons
capable of responding. Trav-
nik, a town not far from the
Cheshire base at Vitez, has two
203mm guns supporting its
defence. On the infrequent
occasions when one, dubbed
Norah, fires, the school
housing 1 Cheshire shakes.
Lirttle else is heard.

“The Bosnian Serbs are very
careful to protect their guns on
the heights,” said Maj Barrons.
“I am sure there is a lot of
fighting in the mountains

which we do not see. I have the -

greatest respect for the enor-
mous conviction and courage of
soldiers on both sides.”

The strategy of the Bosnian
Serbs is terror on a massive
scale. A few tanks may push
forward to increase pressure,
but rarely remain. The Serbs
prefer to frighten away inhabi-
tants and defenders by sporadic
artillery fire rather than commit
meagre infantry resources to
clearing towns.

This indiscriminate shelling
has not impressed British
soldiers. Sgt Andy Williams, a
mortar fire controller at Gornji
Vakuf, said: “They just pound
away at random and a lot of it is
ineffective.”

Control of indirect fire is an
exact science to the Support
Company experts at Gornji
Vakuf, who aim for pin-point
accuracy. Capt Robaird Boyd,
mortar officer of 2 R Irish and
ops officer at the base, said the
Serbs’ indiscriminate shelling
of towns had greatly worsened
the plight of civilians.

Although Gornji Vakuf was
not far from Bugojno, focus of a
Bosnian Serb thrust, it had not
been overrun by refugees, he
said. The refugee problem had
been particularly disturbing in
the neighbouring Spanish sec-
tor, where he had witnessed
many distressing scenes.

“It gets to you at times but it
is nice to known you are
actually doing something posi-
tive to help. We do stay
neutral, but it doesn’t stop the
soldiers giving out their
chocolate to children,” he said.

Left -

Medical

Evacuation of casualties over
mountain tracks will be improved by the
arrival of Sea King helicopters

Support Troop Bravo’s Field
Surgical Team comprises (standing) Lt Col
George Attard, BMH Rinteln, surgeon; Cpl
Mark Rees,
Hospital Woolwich, theatre technician; Maj
George Oommen, QEMH, anaesthetist; front
Cpl Steve Astles, Duchess of Kent's Military
Hospital, Catterick, theatre technician; and
Capt Carol Young, theatre sister, QEMH

Queen Elizabeth Military

Picture: SSgt Peter Bristo

Pte David Emery ACC is doing
his cooking in an aptly named
location, the Little Chef moun-
tain camp! David is used to the
snow and sub-zero tempera-

tures — he comes from a
Highland village near Inver-
ness, usually one of the first
place to be “snowed in’’ during
the British winter

THE REASSURING presence

of the Royal Army Medical
Corps is a potent factor in the

high morale of British Forces in
Bosnia and Hercegovina.
The main medical support is

concentrated with the 1

Cheshire Battalion Group at
Vitez, where a hospital complex
has been set up at the side of

the school housing the head-
quarters.

A medical support team from
22 Field Hospital based at
Aldershot comprises 24 doctors
and staff, and an armoured
medical section of 1 Armoured
Field Ambulance from Hohne
equipped with ambulance
variants of the FV432

A

Ready for anything is Medical Support Team Bravo: SSgt Andy Mo

L

[N

rewood, Pte Arif Heath, LCpl Dick

Field, LCpl John Hamilton, LCpl Steve Shirley, Cpl Dave Hutton and SSgt Alistair Mitchelhill

MEDICS ADVISE ON REFUGEE CAMPS

armoured personnel carrier has
detachments in Tomislavgrad
and Gornji Vakuf.

The Cheshire battle group
also has its own regimental aid
post, and bandsmen carry out
their military roles in accom-
panying patrols.

With thankfully little busi-
ness other than minor ailments

and accidents, British medics
have been asked by the UN for
advice to help alleviate suffer-
ing in refugee camps.

As well as a small RAF
section to deal with casualty
evacuation, Yeovilton-based
845 Naval Air Squadron, Royal
Navy, deployed four Sea King
helicopters with a primary role

of casualty evacuation. Initially
on the helicopter support ship
RFA Argus moored off Split,
they are now based ashore in
the Divulje heliport area, which
also houses the Force HQ.
In Croatia, the British
Medical Battalion has 150
medics from 4 Armoured Field
Ambulance based at Minden.
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Personally speaking

Easing the way to
redundancy

LATER this month
thousands of personnel will
learn that they are involved
in the second phase of the
Options for Change redun-
dancies.

Since the first phase got
under way, the Ministry of
Defence has achieved
significant improvements to
help ease the way for
redundees.

Here is an update:

House purchase: As a
result of a recent decision,
eligible redundees can now
claim £8,500 from AHP
instead of £5,000. The
Treasury has agreed to
approve cases on an ad
hoc basis until March 1998
but interest must have
been expressed before
September 1992.

Disembarkation
leave: Maximum of two
weeks’ leave on return to
the UK.

BSA: Boarding School
Allowance for redundees
with children who have
started a two-year ex-
amination course (GCSE
or GCE A Level or
equivalent) until completion
of the course.

Removals: On return to
the UK under the Furniture
Removal Trail (NW
Europe), baggage may be
stored for up to three
months after discharge
within the overall limit of
five months' storage.

Travel: One return flight
to the UK or the cost of
travel by car and ferry from
NW Europe up to the cost
of the trooping flight for
soldier and spouse who are
unable to spend their last
six months in the UK job,
house and school hunting.

One return flight, plus
terminal travel, for those
unable to spend their last
six months attending a
resettlement course.

SCP: Refund of special
capital repayments res-
tricted to a maximum of
two-thirds annual civilian
salary if taking employment
restricted to Service per-
sonnel.

Support teams: Addi-

tional manpower agreed for
headquarters and for the
establishment of district
action and support teams.

Roadshows: Personal
Services advisory road-
shows for all three redun-
dancy phases.

Other facilities: The
setting-up of a BAOR Job
Centre and the Joint
Service Housing Associa-
tion (JSHA).

@ A number of initiatives
are in the offing, including:

Teletext: Special ser-
vice to be extended to
Gibraltar and Cyprus.

Video: A new SSVC
video is being considered
for Phase 3.

Housing: The unused
500 units in the Do-lt-
Yourself Shared Own-
ership (DIYSO) scheme
can be carried forward to
the 1993-94 financial year.
An updated housing in-
formation pack will be
ready soon.

Resettlement: New
emphasis being placed on
learning the German lan-
guage. An extra £408,000
funding for the Tri-Service
Resettlement Organisation
for 1993-94.

Job Centre: Herford
Job Centre will continue for
Phases 2 and 3 but
Employment Dept staffing
will be subject to review.

® Not all cases were

won by the MoD. The
following were not
achieved:

Advance of 28 days'
pay within six months of
run-out date.

Removal at public ex-
pense and disturbance
allowance for everyone for
final moves.

Provision for four reset-
tlement flights for redun-
dees.

Refund of house sale
legal fees if a redundee
cannot meet the 12 months
rule when overseas.
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Conditions:
Advances
made on

anumber
of fronts

GENERAL improvements
in conditions of service
were achieved by MoD in
1992 in the following areas:

Housing: A number of
schemes to help with future
housing needs included an
extension to AHP rules to
cover shared ownership;
the new Services Home
Savings Scheme; DIY
Shared Ownership and
rental nominations of ex-
Service personnel,

Insurance: Introduction
of PAX Plus personal
accident scheme and
Forces Safeguard life in-
surance scheme.

Allowances: Disturb-
ance and removals allo-
wance for personnel who,
for Service reasons, return
to the UK with less than
three months to serve (this
applies to those returning
from Northern Ireland).

Subsistence allowance
increased from three to 14
days for personnel return-
ing to the UK where
accommodation is not
available at the duty
station.

Final tour of duty
provision: The eligibility
criteria have been ex-
panded to include those
living in private accom-
modation at their final duty
station, storing during final
removal and the introduc-
tion of the six-month rule
and appropriate certificate.

Help for leavers: A
number of advances, in-
cluding:

@ Four new publications
— Bridging the Gap and
Stepping Out for officers
and soldiers respectively; a
Housing Information Pack;
PS Brochure (Options for
You); and Second Career
Flowchart and Action Plan.

@ Introduction of 28
days’ resettlement time to
job and house-hunt as an
option instead of a resettle-
ment course.

® Creation of the Ser-
vices Employment Network
(SEN) to provide a national

FOCUS OF ATTENTION: The Adjutant General addresses the conference of the Federation of Army Wives

focus for job offers for
ex-Service personnel.
Eligible personnel may now
be registered from six
months before discharge to
12 months after.

@ A corporate marketing
programme, ‘‘Access to
Excellence”, actively pro-
moting the value of all
Service leavers to prospec-
tive civilian employers.

@ Leave warrants can
be used for resettlement to
help attendance at job
interviews.

® A Distance Learning
Scheme to assist resettle-
ment is now available
through the Forces corres-
pondence scheme at a cost
of £85. Individuals should
apply through their local
Army Education Centre.
The Individual Refund
Scheme reduces the cost
to £17. Dependants will be
able to apply, although they
will not be eligible for a
refund.

@ Clarification that per-
sonnel may accept employ-
ment during terminal leave
subject to certain condi-
tions.

@ Security clearance for
job interviews in Northern
Ireland has been speeded
up.

See your admin unit for a
full list of these measures.

THE Federation of Army
Wives begins its 11th year
in the sure knowledge that
the first ten were extremely
successful.

To celebrate its tenth
anniversary, the annual
meeting and conference
was honoured by royal
patronage in the form of the
Duchess of Gloucester,
who spoke on the import-
ance of Service life and the
involvement of wives.

The Duchess was joined
on the platform by the
Under Secretary of State
for the Armed Forces,
Viscount Cranborne, the
Adjutant General, Gen Sir
David Ramsbotham, and C
in C UKLF, Gen Sir John
Waters.

The Federation was born
out of UKLF wives' semi-
nars held at Bagshot Park
in 1981 and 1982. Estab-
lished as the Federation of

Army Wives' Clubs, it later
abbreviated the title.

In June 1983 it published
the first edition of Neigh-
bours, a magazine which
ran for eight years before
making way for today's
Army Wives' Journal.

With each passing year
the Federation has grown
in confidence and stature,
and it is now acknowledged
to be a highly professional
organisation with dedicated
and committed members.

Working out of offices in
UKLF at Old Sarum,
Salisbury, the Federation
has affiliated branches in
BAOR and Northern Ire-
land, co-ordinators in every
Army District and repre-
sentatives covering hous-
ing, quartering, liaison with
civilian organisations, the

Naafi, education, pre-
school playgroups and
many other areas of

interest. It has spawned a
number of bodies — such as
FRED (Federation Register
of Employment Database),
FOCUS (Federation Office

Computer Up-Dating
Skills), and CAST (Com-
munity Activities Support
Team) — from which Army
wives benefit daily.

Recognition of the Fed-
eration was confirmed
when representatives were
asked to speak at the
annual Adjutant General's
conference.

The conference ended
with a stimulating and
informative address by Maj
Gen Mike Jackson, Direc-
tor General of Personal
Services.

Gabrielle Tait hands over
the chairmanship of the
Federation to Mrs Jill
Bullock at the end of
February on her return
from Germany.

Directors
tohelpin
jobs search

THE Institute of Directors
has introduced a formula to
allow members of the
Armed Forces who are
leaving the Services to join
as associate members and
use the loD’s outplacement
programme.

Although it has only just
been introduced, a briga-
dier, a colonel and a
lieutenant colonel have
already found satisfactory
new employment through
the scheme.

Details of associate
membership are available
from Robin Ludlow, Insti-
tute of Directors, 116 Pall
Mall, London SW1Y 5ED
(tel: 071-839 1233).

Family Credit

PROBLEMS relating to the
payment of Family Credit to
eligible Service families
when the husband is
abroad have been re-
solved. The MoD will pay
the benefit.
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Ross gets
his Somme
decorations

SOMME soldier Ross Morris
(104) has received a set of

replacement medals, thanks to
SSAFA's Tanky Turner.

Ex-Sgt Morris was one of 12
men out of a company of 100 of
The North-

the 6th Battalion,
amptonshire
Regiment to sur-
vive the Battle
of Tronnes
Wood. He was
wounded twice
and later taken
prisoner.

Sickened by
the horrors of
trench  warfare
and the death of
so many friends, he threw his
medals away after the war.

Seventy-two years later he
asked for a replacement set and
was turned down. But, with the
support of local MP Roger
Freeman, Gen Sir John Akehurst,
Gen Sir Peter Inge and Viscount
Cranborne, Northamptonshire
SSAFA publicity officer Tanky
Turner obtained a new set of
medals which have now been
presented to Ross by the Lord
Lieutenant of the county, Col John
Lowther.

Badges of
courage

SECOND World War veteran
Harry Martin has written to thank
us for publicising his appeal for
cap badges of units which took
part in the Liberation of Holland for
presentation to the Mayor of
Nijmegen to honour colleagues
who fought and died during
Operation Market-Garden.

With the help of colleagues Jim
Hodgkinson and Ted Cheetham,
Leicester-based Harry gathered
186 cap badges (his original
target was 139), now profes-
sionally mounted and ready for
presentation on the 1994
anniversary of Market-Garden.

Grenadier VC
grave found

THE BURIAL place of Pte
Anthony Palmer, winner of the
Grenadier Guards' first Victoria
Cross, has been found in an
overgrown graveyard at Heywood,
Greater Manchester.

Palmer was a right old rogue
until his moment of glory at the
Battle of Inkerman on November
5, 1854 when he won his VC for
defending the regimental Colours
against overwhelming odds and
saved the life of the company
commander, Maj Sir Charles
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Russell. According to the regi-
ment's archivist, Maj Peter Lewis,
archivist, Maj Peter Lewis,
Anthony Palmer had been
convicted of desertion or going
absent without leave ten times,
reduced from corporal three times
and even been accused of
stealing the regimental silver!

His medal was subsequently
stolen during a public house brawl
and Queen Victoria allowed a
replica to be struck. Both original
and replica are in the Grena-
dier Guards
Museum at Wel-
lington Barracks,
London.

Palmer’s grave
(he died aged 73
in a Manchester
hospital in 1892)
was found by a
Lancashire Fus-
ilier, Mr William
Livesey. It has
now been restored by the local
branch of the Grenadier Guards
Association and a plague giving
details of his heroism has been
unveiled in the cemetery chapel
by the regimental adjutant, Lt Col
James Tedder.

RHA first
day covers

A FIRST day cover to mark the
200th anniversary of the Royal
Horse Artillery will be available
from RHQ RA on February 1. The
covers are £1.50 each and
cheques should be made out to
RA Consolidated Fund and sent to
RHA First Day Covers, RHQ RA,
Government House, New Road,
Woolwich, London SE18 6XR.

Commando
Guardsman
honoured

A DOZEN Coldstream Guards-
men attended a memorial parade
at Southport's Lord Street Ceno-
taph to honour the memory of
CSM Miller Smith, a commando
murdered 50 years ago by the SS.

CSM Smith, a Southport man
and a Coldstream Guardsman,
was captured with 11 other
commandos after a successful
sabotage raid on a hydro-electric
power station in Norway. Impris-
oned briefly in Colditz, the
commandos were subsequently
murdered while being taken to
Berlin for interrogation.

Wheelchair
challenge

NEARLY 400 ex-Service person-
nel from 37 countries have
already confirmed that they will be
taking part in Challenge 93, the
first  international  wheelchair

Picture: Northampton Evening Telegraph

Ex-Sgt Ross Morris (left) hkes hands with Tanky Tner. On the

-

right is Col John Lowther, Lord Lieutenant of Northamptonshire

games specially for former
soldiers, sailors and airmen.

The week-long games will be
staged at Stoke Mandeville Sports
Centre from July 10, and many top
international athletes have
already confirmed their entries.

The Royal British Legion and
the International Stoke Mandeville
Wheelchair Sports Federation,
which are jointly organising
Challenge 93, hope that many
world records will be broken.

Former British heavyweight
boxer Henry Cooper and Barce-
lona Paralympics gold medal-
winner Terry Hopkins, ex-Army Air
Corps, were due to launch the
event in London with the
presentation of a golden sporting
wheelchair which will be given to
the athlete who most represents
the spirit of Challenge 93 - a
demonstration of skill, courage
and the determination to over-
come disability.

Armistice
Day service

FIRST World War veterans or
their widows are being invited by
the Royal British Legion to attend
a special service at Westminster
Abbey on November 11 to mark
the 75th anniversary of Armistice
Day 1918.

To reserve a place in the
Abbey, veterans or widows should
write to the Secretary, 75th
Anniversary Service, The Royal
British Legion, 48 Pall Mall,
London SW1Y 5JY.

@ Ex-Movements Control Officer
Chris Elliott, 47 Rue Denfert
Rochereau 34120, Pézenas,
France, is researching a book on
Medloc, the Movement Control
operation to get soldiers home
from Europe, North Africa and the
Middle East immediately after the
Second World War. He is anxious
to contact anyone with knowledge
of Medloc military trains, or who
might have been in transit camps

at Milan, Villach in Southern
Austria, Toulon, Dieppe and
Calais.

APPOINTMENTS

Brigadiers — M H Daly — To
DKMH Catterick and 34 Evac
Hosp, Jan 16; SM A Lee — To HQ
Bde of Gurkhas, Jan 18; P A Little
— To HQ BAOR, Jan 22; M G
Taylor — To MoD, Jan 18.
Colonels — G B Bateman — To
MoD, Jan 11; M K Goldschmidt —
To HQ UKLF, Jan 15; J A Hodges
— To HQ Northag(SP)(BAE), Jan
13; M R Newby — To SEME, Jan
11; C J Pickup — To MoD, Jan 11;
A T Brett — To be Comd 11 Eng
Gp, Jan 11; D R Wilson — To MoD,
Jan 11; P C Pearson — To HQ
UKLF, Jan 20; M G Le G Bridges
— To MoD, Jan 18; C P Newlyn —
To be Dental Offr DKMH Catterick
and 34 Evac Hosp, Dec 31; J
Egan — To be Comd RAMC Trg
Gp and RHQ RAMC, Jan 4: D S
Jolliffe = To be CO Cambridge Mil
Hosp, Jan 4; J C Richardson — To

@ 656 Air Op Sqn RAF/AAC:
Golden Jubilee reunion celebra-
tion planned for March 26-27 at
Netheravon. For details contact
H C (Nobby) Clark, 1 Marl-
borough Buildings, Bow Street,
Langport, Somerset TA10 9PR
(tel: 0458 250009).

@® Christmas Island: The
annual Christmas Island reunion
lunch for officers of all three
Services who served on Christ-
mas Island with Task Force
Grapple will be held at the RAF
Club, Piccadilly, on March 27.
Details from Mr Brockett, Hon
Secretary, Phyllis Court Club,
Marlow Road, Henley-on-
Thames RG9 2HT.

@ PMT Military Ball: Including
parade of ex-Service Associa-
tion banners, Crewe, April 3.
Proceeds to RBL Welfare and
SSAFA. Details from J G
Davies, 6 Mayor Court, Flag
Lane, Crewe, Cheshire CW1
3BL (tel: 0270 257092).

® RAOC/REME Middle Eas-
ters Association: Reunion
luncheon at The Oval Banquet-

FEBRUARY

running until October 15.

MAY

JULY

12: Forces Sweethearts Exhibition opens at Imperial War Museum,

17-19: Mountbatten Festival of Music, Royal Albert Hall, featuring
Massed Bands of the Royal Marines. Proceeds to Malcolm Sargent
Cancer Fund for Children and selected Service charities. Ticket
applications (enclose SAE) for balcony area £8 and £3 (restricted
view) from RM Concert Office, Room 112, Archway Block South, Old
Admiralty Building, Spring Gardens, London SW1A 2BE.

29-31: Military Vehicle Trust “Overlord 93" rally, Portsmouth.
20-31: 103rd Royal Tournament, Earls Court, hosted by the Royal
Navy. Tickets available from box office on 071-373 0100.

® To include public events in this diary, contact the Editor

be OC Mil Wing Musgrave Park
Hosp, Jan 4; A Curran — To Royal
Army Medical College, Jan 11.
Lt Cols - G Bradbury
AGC(ETS)-ToRCB, Jan 11;BM
Burton AGC(ETS) — To be Comdt
2 Res Cen, Jan 11; J L P
Esmonde-White AGC(ETS) — To
MoD, Jan 11; C A Hewitt RAOC -
To be CO 1 Ord Bn, Jan 15; B K
Martin, Para — To BMM SANG
Saudi Arabia, Jan 15; K R Sinclair
RE - To MoD, Jan 11; M E Wilcox
RAOC - To be CO 16 Bn RAOC,
Jan 11; J M Wyatt RE — To be DA
Maputo, Jan 11; R J Lawes AAC -
To HQ AFCENT(STAFF), Jan 11,
C J Nisbet RA — To DAT Posts
Misc Appts (Home), Jan 18, ME A
Syms RCT — To RMAS, Jan 18; A
Taylor RAOC - To RMCS
Shrivenham, Jan 18; J C Young,
R Signals — To be MA/AA The

Hague, Jan 18; B M Davies — To
be Dental Offr Royal Brunei
Armed Forces, Jan 6; R M Jones
— To Cambridge Mil Hosp (Path),
Jan 4; S N Saggar — To Mil Wing
Musgrave Park Hosp, Jan 11; B P
Bergman — To HQ E Dist, Jan 18;
H W G Lantos — To Royal Army
Medical College, Jan 23.

RETIREMENTS
Brigadier — B R Cooper, late
REME, Jan 23.

Colonels — J A Barrie RAChD,
Jan 14; K J A C Osman, late
REME, Jan 15; R H Bellis, late
REME, Jan 22; R J B Heard, late
R Irish, Jan 20; L J K Essel, late
RADC, Dec 31; M B Mummery,
late RAMC, Jan 30.

Lt Cols — K A Howlett RAMC,
Dec 31; R J Windess RAMC, Jan
26.

ing Suite, Kennington to include
ex-COPO(ME) members. Tick-
ets (£13) and details from
Charles Baxter, 129 Benhill
Road, Camberwell, London SE5
7LZ (tel: 071-703 5365). Please
send sae.

® 138th (City of London)
Field Regiment RA Associa-
tion: Reunion on April 26 at
Victory Services Club, London.
Details from Frank Flack, 22
Camborne Way, Hounslow TW5
OPW (tel: 081-750 5267). News
from ex-members welcomed.

® 5 Kings/No 2 T Force Unit:
The Association is organising a
reunion trip to Germany, May
3-10, to visit old locations.

Details from K V G Moore,
Chairman, No 2 T Force Unit
Association, Quedlingburger
Weg 8d, 3000 Hannover 21,
Germany.

@ 50th Missile Club RA: Fifth
annual reunion planned for May
22 in Southport, Lancs. Details
from Mr A J Todd, 9 The Grove,
Heathhall, Dumfries DG1 1TN
(tel: 0387 62378 evenings only).

@ Regimental Band, 17/21 L:
The Regimental Band of the
17th/21st Lancers is planning a
reunion in June. For details
contact Band Sergeant Major,
17/21 L, Aliwal Barracks,
Tidworth, Hants SP9 7AS (tel:
0980 841659).

® Animal mascots: Cpl D
Blackburn RAMC, researching for
an article on mascots, from
regimental variety to unusual
examples adopted on operations
abroad, seeks information and
photographs. Please contact him
at Block 5, Oliver Barracks,
Dalkeith Road, Dundee DD4 70L.

@ Sir Anthony Hopkins: Author
Michael Feeney Callan is trying to
trace anyone who remembers Gnr
Hopkins 23449720 (Bdr Hopkins
by the time of his demob around
1960). In February 1958 Gnr
Hopkins was based at Oswestry
under Sgt Maj Hackett, in April he
was posted to the Clerks’ School
at Woolwich, and in May to
Bulford Camp with Gnr Ken
Simmonds and two others. Gnr
Hopkins went to 16 Light Regt
under Col Willoughby Cubbitt, and
occasionally acted as a baby-
sitter for Sgt Ernie Little and his
wife Cynthia. Please contact
researcher Karen Cook, 22
Kylepark Crescent, Glasgow G71
7DQ (tel: 0698 818711, fax: 0698
817494) as soon as possible.

@® LCT Ardennes, 1960: Any-
one who sailed to Singapore with
76 Water Transport Squadron
RASC, January-April 1960, is
asked to contact Gordon North-
cott, 8 Minden Crescent, Helens-
vale, Queensland 4210, Australia.

@ LtWTLang: MrE L Vine, of 7
Horsham Road, Bedford, Mid-
dlesex TW14 8LN, has a wooden
carving by a Second World War

British prisoner-of-war in North
Africa which he wishes to hand
over to surviving relatives. It bears
the engraving “Lt L W Lang,
Camp 4 Egypt 1941".

@ Maritime Royal Artillery:
Regular branch meetings held in
London area, Bournemouth,
Stockton-on-Tees, Washington
and Swansea. Details from the
president, Morrison L James,
Summerhill Cottage, Drabbles
Lane, Sandown, Isle of Wight
PO36 9ER (tel: 0983 405474).

@ Oxford University OTC: Past
members sought to join the newly
formed old members’ association.
Details from the Secretary, The
Blue Contemptibles, Oxford Uni-
versity OTC, Yeomanry House,
Manor Road, Oxford OX1 3UQ.

@ 164 Railway Operating Coy
RE (1939-45): Ex-MT Driver L R
Swindale (6 Yew Tree Crescent,
Stapenhill, Burton-on-Trent DE15
9QL) wishes to hear from former
MT personnel who served with
him, including Sgt Shaw, Capt
Tyrell, Cpl Furmer, Frank Shep-
pard, Jock Lythgoe and Frank
Jennings.

® Kenneth Henry Winn,
brother of Leonard Charles Winn
and who served with 2 Gren Gds
in Hong Kong in 1978, is sought
by his natural sister Evelyn, who
was adopted in infancy. Please
contact Mrs E Woodward, 103
Olive Avenue, Leigh-on-Sea,
Essex SS9 3PX.

MERITORIOUS SERVICE MEDALS

RAC - SSgt M J Maughan BEM,
QOH; SSgt H Brindley BEM, RTR.
RA — WO2 N Dey, WO2 J
Partridge; WO2 D M Wood; SSgt
J Denton; SSgt B Mullen; Sgt D
Harrison BEM. R Signals — WO1
R J Underhill; SSgt T D Walker
BEM; Sgt R T Archer; Sgt D L
Chalmers.

Infantry — WO2 R W Maxlow,
Queens; Sgt R C McAndrews,
Queens. SAS — Sgt J F Jenkins
BEM. AAC — WO1 M A Peaple
MBE. RAOC — WO1 C E Potts;
WO2 B Shakeshaft. REME -
WO2 J R Burnett. AG Corps —
W02 B J Guy; WO2 H Toney.
ACC - WO1 | A Beatty.
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Military Livery and Civilian Tailors
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We are pleased to be Regimental
Tailors by appointment to:
The Life Guards.
The Blues and Royals.
1st Tha Queen’s Dragoon Guards.
4th/7th Royal Dragoon Guards.
The Queen’s Own Hussars.
16th/5th Queen’s Royal Lancers.
Royal Tank Regiment.
Corps of Royal Engineers.
Royal Corps of Signals.
The Prince of Wales’s Own Regiment of Yorkshire.
Royal Irish Rangers.
The Queen’s Lancashire Regiment.
The Duke of Wellington’'s Regiment.
The Royal Regiment of Wales.
The Worcestershire and Sherwood Foresters.
The Royal Hampshire Regiment.
The Duke of Edinburgh’s Royal Regiment.
The Light Infantry.
7th Duke of Edinburgh’s Own Gurkha Rifles.
The Army Air Corps.
The Royal Army Chaplain’s Department.
Royal Corps of Transport.
Royal Army Medical Corps.
Royal Army Ordnance Corps.
Corps of Royal Electrical and Mechanical
Engineers.
Corps of Royal Military Police.
Royal Army Pay Corps.
Royal Army Veterinary Corps
Small Arms School Corps.
The Royal Army Educational Corps.
Royal Army Dental Corps.
Royal Pioneer Corps.
Intelligence Corps.
Army Physical Training Corps.
Army Catering Corps.
The Army Legal Corps.
The Berkshire Yeomanry.
The Inns of Court and City Yeomanry.
Rovyal Gloucestershire Hussars.
The Wessex Regiment.
The Ulster Defence Regiment.

Exclusively cut and tailored in our own workrooms by experienced craftsmen, under the
personal supervision of Mr Golding.
We offer top quality service using the finest Barathea and Superfine materials, with
competitive prices and credit,
Our special fast service is available at no extra charge.

_ We can also supply: military ties, blazer badges, badges of rank, Marcella shicts,
miniature medals, Sam Browne belts, spurs, George boots, Mess wellingtons and khaki
shirts.

Full-sized and miniature medals remounted
Service dress hats, side hats and Blues hats supplied

e
| Our Representative will call at your 1
request. Ring (0727) 41321 or write for
| details to: 220 Hatfield Road, St Albans, I
| Herts AL1 4LW. !
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| Please state your particular requirements below: |
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Ordnance Road,

Write to:
SOLDIER,
Aldershot,

Hants GU11 2DU.

EOD battle award
criteria ‘chanaed

after the Gulf War’

I FEEL I must qualify my
letter (November 30) regarding
campaign awards.

The question about a set of
governing criteria for their
issue was asked as a serious
enquiry. I used EOD clearance
as an example as I have
personal experience in the UK
and Hong Kong as well as the
Falklands.

After the Second World War
there were two issues of clasps
to the GSM for bomb and mine
clearance, in the late Forties
and Fifties.

From then on, battle area
clearance has continued as a
“routine peacetime commit-
ment” with no awards — until
after the Gulf War, when it
appears to have changed.

Therefore the relevant ques-
tion is not why there was no
award for the Falklands but

Canada’s
finest. ..

IN THE article about the
British Army Training Unit
Suffield (December 11) you
referred to a Canadian infantry
battalion as the 28e Regiment.

The distinguished regiment
concerned was in fact Canada’s
best-known, the Royal 22e
Régiment, the “Van Doos”. -
Capt (Retd) William Czuboka,
Nepean, Ontario.

® We are grateful to Capt
Czuboka for sending us an official
history of the Royal 22e
Régiment, which will make a
valuable addition to our library. —
Editor

Kings of TV

CONGRATULATIONS to
CSM  Steve Hudson and
squaddies from 1 Kings for
their splendid performance on
the ITV “Barrymore” show on
December 25 when they
performed Will You Still Love
Me Tomorrow?

Three cheers for the Kings-
men. — Jason Monteith, Co
Londonderry.

why there was an award for the
Gulf.

Many thanks to Suezvet of
Bolton (January 11) for his
formula theory but it cannot
work for EOD clear-ups as we
have to wait until everyone else
has finished chucking bombs
and shells about before we can
begin in earnest.

So there are no hostile forces,
hopefully no casualties, very
little public awareness but bags
of VIPs, although they are not
likely to visit your site as it is
normally inaccessible and very
muddy. - Recently-retired
Corporal RE, Crawley, W
Sussex.

Suez
final

IN 1975, as a result of having
read so many letters in
SOLDIER from Servicemen
who believed they should have
been awarded a medal for
service in the Suez Canal
Emergency (1951-56), and
having served there 1951-53, I
took it upon myself to raise the
matter formally with the
Ministry of Defence.

I was greatly aided, particu-
larly during the first ten vears,
by Sir Geoffrey Johnson Smith
MP, who fought long and hard
with ministers over this
injustice, raising the matter also
in the House of Commons as
both written and oral ques-
tions.

The answer given was always
that the Army Council had
examined it in 1952 but
rejected it and that although the
matter had been re-examined
over the years there was no
additional information which
warranted a change in the
original decision, or words to
that effecr.

As a result of my letters to
SOLDIER, The Times, Daily
Telegraph and Pennant, I had

“Good grief! . . . Does Wilkins really have
to show off every time he has spent
the weekend with his beloved SAS?”

BIRD'S EYE-VIEW

received letters from ex-
Servicemen who agreed with
me and I encouraged these
correspondents to write to their
own MPs.

The MoD eventually began
to take notice of the flood and
formally admitted that no trace
could be found of the alleged
Army Council decision in 1952,

The Adjutant-General kindly
gave me a 45-minute interview
a year ago and agreed to write
to the Cabinet Secretary, Sir
Robin Butler, who is also the
Secretary of the Honours,
Awards and Medals Commit-
tee, asking whether he would
consider a review of the claim.

He replied to the effect that
the award had not been

Join the TA SAS - Pages 18-19
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medal campaign
appeal founders

examined in 1952 but it had
been in December 1956, at the
same time as the case of the
1956 Suez Operation, but it had
been rejected. He could not
find the reason for the rejection
but suspected it was due to the
lapse of time (the main period
of the emergency being October
16, 1951 to March 3, 1952,
during which 54 Servicemen
were killed and 69 wounded).

Fd Marshal Lord Bramall,
who had served in the Canal
Zone during this period, agreed
to make a final appeal to the
Army Board last December,
especially on the grounds of
precedents for post-awards
such as MGSM 1848 (after 47
years) and the Canadian GSM

AS A FORMER Cherry Picker
(1948-53) may I point out on
reading your “New Hussars”
article (January 11) that the
correct title was 11th Hussars
(Prince Albert’s Own).

The error could have been

Cherry Pickers'’ title

caused when the 11th Hussars
(PAQ) and the 10th Royal
Hussars (Prince of Wales’s
Own) amalgamated in 1969 to
form the Royal Hussars
(PWO). — Thomas H Trus-
well, Durham.

(after 33 vears), but to no avail.
His intercession was greatly
appreciated.

I must report to vyou,
therefore, that having explored
every possible avenue of
approach and been assisted by
so many allies in the process, I
must reluctantly accept the
Army Board’s decision.

Fd Marshal Lord Bramall
wrote: “The verdict is that the
Government will not attempt to
revisit an earlier decision so
long after the event, especially
when the original political
rationale for not awarding a
medal is no longer known.

“I think we really must
accept this as the definitive
answer, hard as it will seem to
those who were there. I only
wish the outcome could have
been more satisfactory.” — Col
(Retd) P S Newton, Winches-
ter, Hants.

@ Col Newton was too modest to
mention that Fd Marshal Bramall
also said in his letter: “All those
involved should be extremely
grateful to you for the way you
have fought long and hard for
them.” — Editor

Veterans’
gongs not

official

THE REASON why the
National Service Commemora-
tive Medal cannot be worn
alongside officially-issued med-
als is simple: it is not official
issue.

Over the years there has been
much correspondence and
discussion in the Dunkirk
Veterans Association regarding
the wearing of commemorative
medals, with the result that
members may wear the
Dunkirk Medal and one other
below their campaign medals.

The Dunkirk Medal is issued
only to qualified persons by the
Dunkirk town authorities and
not by a souvenir manufactur-
ing company.

The good thing about the
National Service Medal is that
it may raise a lot of cash for two
worthwhile charities.

For information there are
about ten commemorative
medals available for purchase,
none of which are recognised or
approved by the authorities.
These medals are very nice, but
remember, they have no official
standing. — Leslie T Maw
(ex-R Signals BEF), Hartle-
pool.

All for one

IN REPLY to Jim Jacobs
(Letters, January 11), the
National Service Medal is for
anyone serving between 1939-
62, whether called up or not.

I enlisted in May 1944, was
demobbed after the war,
re-enlisted in 1952, and I have
the medal.

We were all on National
Service, were we not? — D
Wilson, Leeds.

MPs’ decision

THE DECISION to introduce
National Service was made not
by “a civil servant in
Whitehall” (Letters, January
11) but by our elected
representatives in Parliament.

A further thought occurs on
the subject of the National
Service Medal - are the Bevin
Boys eligible? If not, why not?
— Fred Kibble (Regular
1947-71), Walsall.
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Coffee table book
for SAS fan club

THERE has been a flood of
books recently about the SAS
and Inside the SAS does not
add much, although it does
speculate about their training
methods and tactics and gives a
great deal of space to weapons.

Its claim to be the most
comprehensive examination of
the SAS ever published is
guestionable, especially as the
history of the 1941-45 period,
although reasonably correct,
has been considerably cur-
tailed.

For example, Maj Roy
Farran DSO, MC and Bar gets
only a few lines and the account
does not include all his exploits.

It is also inaccurate in places,
as for example with the claim
that Maj ] Phipps (Page 61)
commanded an SAS squadron.

The publishers also claim
that the book contains 140
photographs of the “SAS in
action or training”’, but at best
only 50 per cent of these show
the SAS, the remainder being
RM, Para and posed pictures
representing the SAS - there
are five of the raid on the
Iranian Embassy in 1980.

There are also many maps
and illustrations but your
reviewer, who wore the khaki
beret in 2 SAS in 1944, never
saw anyone wearing a maroon
beret as shown on Page 11.

The book is written by
co-authors, which also tends to

cause some repetition unless
there is rigorous editorship. In
this case the “Killing House”
training area at Hereford is
covered twice in great detail
and is mentioned several times
elsewhere.

Although the book reads well
it is very superficial in trying to
deal with the story of a

regiment which is cloaked in
such secrecy that no one will be
able to write a comprehensive
examination at present.

This is a coffee table book for
the “SAS fan club”. — PSN

Inside the SAS by Craig Philip
and Alex Taylor. Bloomsbury,
hardback, £25.

THE LEGEND OF
SLIM'S ARMY

WHAT WILL happen when
the surviving veterans of the
Burma Campaign are gone?
Will Slim’s Fourteenth Army
be forgotten as they allegedly
were in the Second World War?

Not if Col Michael Hickey
has anything to do with it. His
book, The Unforgettable
Army, has been written to
ensure that the legend of the
multi-racial army of Lt Gen
(later Fd Marshal) Bill Slim will
live on.

Hickey’s story is nothing if
not iconoclastic. In his own
words: “Some icons will be
chipped.”

Many are not so much
chipped as hammered by the
author. Reputations such as
those of Mountbatten who,

GULF JOINS THE
GUINNESS LIST

WHY DID Gen Norman
Schwarzkopf and the Coalition
forces not continue through to
Baghdad and wipe out Saddam
Hussein for good?

One answer to this oft-
repeated question is to be found
in The Guinness Book of
Decisive Barttles and is attri-
buted to an Omani minister
who alleged that ‘Stormin’
Norman and Co “got cold
feet™

Believe that and you’ll
believe anything, as there must
be at least as many valid reasons
for the Allies’ reluctance to
pursue Saddam as there are
battles listed in this book. And
36

they are 50. They range
from confrontations between
Ancient Greeks and Persians to
the 1991 Gulf War itself and
they rate on average five pages
per battle.

The battles of Britain, the
Marne, El Alamein and others
are discussed by author
Geoffrey Regan in the context
of their effect on history.

He is at pains to point out
that his 50 are not necessarily
“the most decisive battles”, —

JM

The Guinness Book of Deci-
sive Battles by Geoffrey Regan.
Guinness Publishing, £17.95.

seemingly, was renowned more
for his PR skills than his
military decisions, even though
he was C-in-C South East Asia.
US Gen “Vinegar” Joe Stilwell
and Maj Gen Orde Wingate are
among other senior comman-
ders who come in for searching
analysis.

Hickey’s chapter on the
“sacking of Slim™ gives the
impression that the top brass of
the day were playing some kind
of musical chairs with each
other’s careers, with Slim the
initial loser and Mountbatten
collaring the last chair. It pulls
no punches — JM

The Unforgettable Army by
Col Michael Hickey. Spellmount
Ltd, £25.

THE GLOSTERS: INTIMATE
PORTRAIT OF A REGIMENT

IN ABOUT a year’s time The
Gloucestershire Regiment — the
“Glorious Glosters” - will
disappear.

It will amalgamate with The
Duke of Edinburgh’s Royal
Regiment to create The Royal
Gloucestershire, Berkshire and
Wiltshire Regiment.

This will mark the end of 299
years of historic service by the
only regiment in the British
Army permitted to wear two
cap badges, earned in 1801 at
the battle of Alexandria when
its soldiers fought back-to-back
against Napoleon’s invading
army.

But while the regiment will
fade away its history will
remain, thanks to Col Christ-
opher Newbould, chairman of
the Regiments of Gloucester-
shire Museum, and Christine
Beresford, curator.

Between them they have
produced The Glosters, an
illustrated history of the
regiment from the earliest days
in 1694, when they were known
as Gibson’s Volunteers — taking
their name from the man who
first raised them — up to what is
probably the most famous
action — the regiment’s part in
the Korean war on Hill 235,
Gloster Hill, after which they
became universally known as
the “Glorious Glosters™.

The book has numerous

~disenchanted

The Gloucestershire Regiment depicted in action at the Battle of Waterloo

photographs of regimental life

‘before the turn of the century,

through both world wars and
the intervening years. There is
a chapter on families and a
quotation from an obviously
modern-day

padre, circa 1980, who said:
“Soldiers’ wives are a special
breed. They have to be — to put
up with soldiers.”

But life for soldiers and their
kinfolk is and always has been
tough - especially in the
so-called “good old days” when
pay was two shillings (10p) a
day, food was basic, uniforms
were rough serge and discipline
harsh. Yet loyalty to the
regimental “family” was para-
mount.

Like every British regiment,

the Glosters know they are
better than any other. This is
an “‘elite and exclusive club, the
membership of which must be
earned”’, says this book on Page
1. How could it be otherwise? —
M

The Glosters by Christopher
Newbould and Christine Beres-
ford. Alan Sutton, £12.99.

AT FIRST glance there is a
certain ambiguity about the
title of Ken Tout’s third tank
book, but the exclamation
mark tells all.

Called To Hell With Tanks!
it is a question of paying your
money — in this case £13.95 —
and taking your choice.

For it could be construed to
mean a journey to the hot place
and back for him and his fellow
survivors of the lst North-
amptonshire Yeomanry, who
fought in the battle to liberate
Holland in 1944-45. And
according to Tout it really was a
journey to Hell and back.

But what the title really

means is, as one of his fellow
tankies exclaimed in a moment
of despair:
tanks!”” He was referring to the
Shermans which turned into
fiery coffins for so many of
their regimental pals.

“To hell with

The Germans called 1 NY’s

Shermans “Tommy cookers”,
as a hit with an 88mm shell
meant almost certain incinera-
tion, or at best dreadful burns
and wounds.

In his first two tank books
Tout recounted his personal
experiences. In this he tells the
story of his friends who
survived and of those who died.

Since the action took place

nearly 50 years ago and much of
the narrative is in direct quotes,
the’ book reads like a
fast-moving novel, but verisi-
militude shines through.

As Tout points out, “the
heroes of this drama” could not
recall the precise words they
used at the time. but allowed
him to write a “reasonably
accurate’” script of the events
he describes.

This is a story, told at a fast
and furious pace, of life and
death in a steel box in extreme
conditions. — JM

To Hell With Tanks! by Ken
Tout. Robert Hale Ltd, £13.95.

Fighting memories
of Ulster’s folk

THERE was a time when lurid
advertising posters urged cine-
magoers: “You've read the
book, now see the film.”
Conversely publishers would
proclaim: “Now you've seen
the film, read the book.”

But not many can claim:
“You heard the series on the
radio, now read the book.”

Broadcaster and author
Richard Doherty can, for he
has produced The Sons of
Ulster — Ulstermen at war from
the Somme to Korea, based on
his radio series broadcast on
Radio Ulster.

As in the radio series, the
book is a collection of memories

of Ulstermen and women who
took part in three wars, linked
by Doherty’s well-written and
easy-to-read narrative.

Most of the book covers
actions by those in famous Irish
regiments, but there are also
accounts of those who served in
the Royal Navy or the RAF.

Many who took part in the
broadcasts are now dead, but as
they author rightly claims, their
contributions to this book add
greatly to historical records. —
M

The Sons of Ulster by Richard
Doherty. Appletree Press Ltd,
£7.99.

Let this

be your

guide. . . .

THE STRONG regimental
traditions which are a hallmark
of the British Army have
resulted in a large number of
museums housing the relics and
memorabilia of many units.

Terry Wise has detailed them
in an up-to-date list in the
seventh edition of his Guide to
Military Museums.

As well as regimental and
corps museums, he includes
major national institutions such
as the National Army and
Imperial War Museums, and
equipment collections such as
the Tank Museum and
Rotunda.

Other collections with signi-
ficant amounts of arms and
armour, and fortifications and
battle sites from earliest times
are described as well.

Layout is by town in
alphabetical order, while con-
tents are listed by unit and
name.

A welcome idea is the repeti-
tion of the entry where more
than one name could be used,
while specialist collections have
their own listing.

Some 290 well-annotated
entries covering a wide variety
of interests make this invalu-
able for the holidaymaker and
serious researcher alike.

Current reorganisations will
mean that the next edition will
be quite different, but until
then take this as your guide and
companion, and spare a
thought for all the work the
compiler has done on your
behalf every time you make use
of this book. — PB

A Guide to Military Museums
by Terence Wise. Published by
and available from the author at
Pantiles, Garth Lane, Knighton,
Powys LD7 1HH, £3.25 inc UK
postage, overseas postage extra.

O’Kane’s Korea by Henry
QO'Kane. A soldier's tale of three
years of combat and captivity in
Korea, 1950-53. The first limited
edition raised more than £700 for
the Korean Veterans Association
welfare fund. Available direct from
Mokan Publishing, South Lodge,
Honiley, Kenilworth CV8 1NP,
price £5.95 plus £1 p and p.
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Showers at Hamleu orphanage, Romania (above) when

the sappers arrived and (right) when they left
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SAPPERS’ MERCY MISSION

TO ROMANIAN ORPHANS

MEMBERS of 12 (Nova
Scotia) Field Squadron RE
showed the human face of the
Army when they undertook a
gruelling two-week, 3,000 mile
excursion from 28 Engineer
Regiment’s Barracks in
Hameln to refurbish two
orphanages in Transylvania,
Romania.

The expedition — culmina-
tion of three months’ planning
and fund-raising under the
enthusiastic guidance of officer
commanding Maj Paul Lodge,
and led by Lt Phil Waghorn —

consisted of a convoy of three
Land Rovers and four Bed-
fords, with a 41-strong team of
soldiers.

Work at the first orphanage
in Ardud, home to 250 children
aged between three and 17,
included the complete re-
furbishment of the dining
room, major re-wiring and the
introduction of hot water and
showers.

At Hamleu orphanage,
which houses 150 children on
the Romanian-Ukraine border,
work concentrated on total

refurbishment of the shower
block and the construction of a
children’s playground.

Thanks to careful manage-
ment by site commanders Sgt
Sandy Young (Ardud) and Cpl
Dave Coxhead (Hamleu), and
the hard work of the team, who
put in long hours, all the jobs
planned were completed within
the two weeks.

With a lot of luck and a bit of
goodwill from border guards,
the return journey was much
faster than it had been on the
way in, and the squadron was

REME

gift to
lepers

REME tradesmen from Det
62 RCZ Workshop, Ayr-
shire Barracks, Miincheng-
ladbach used their military
and technical skills in their
free time to refurbish this
tractor and generator to be
sent to a leper colony in
the foothills of Mount
Kilimanjaro, northern Tan-
zania. The equipment was
purchased at a MoD
surplus sale by Josef
Hayes (on tractor), Deputy
Biirgermeister of Willich.
The bikes? They were also
rescued from the scrap
pile by the tradesmen -
and are now on the way to
the colony

back home in 30 hours.

The project proved to be a
huge success, providing excel-
lent experience for those
involved and a chance to do
something worthwhile. All the
soldiers said they would return
if given the chance, and the
squadron is now keen to make
this a permanent fixture in its
training.

@® A bike ride from Hameln
to Chatham by ten members of
12 Field (Nova Scotia) Squad-
ron RE raised DM3,000
towards the return trip to the
Romanian orphanage. Funds
were helped by a donation of
free ferry tickets by P&O
European Ferries.

* * *

The lighter side of tough
soldiers was displayed by The
Royal Dragoon Guards in
Paderborn, who hosted a tea
party for refugee children from
Lebanon, Syria and the former
Yugoslavia.

After being taken to Barker
Barracks in the regimental bus,
the children were entertained
by a puppet show and the
regimental band. Each was
given a present donated by the
officers, warrant officers and
sergeants, and the successful
afternoon — arranged by the
Deutschen Red Cross and Coca
Cola - ended with a disco.

* * *

Two intrepid soldiers took
the plunge in Winchester — all

The pictures below differ in ten details. Find
them and you could be £50 richer or win a new
book. Just circle the differences in the right hand
picture, cut out the whole panel, add your name
and address and send to HOAY 555, SOLDIER,
Ordnance Road, Aldershot GU11 2DU by Feb 26.
Do not include anything else in your envelope.

More than one entry can be submitted but
photocopies cannot be accepted.

The first correct entries drawn will be the
winners. No correspondence can be entered into.

The names of the winner of the £50 first prize
and two runners-up will be announced in the
March 22, 1993 issue.

Name: (Give rank or title)

Address:

Competition No 552:
Congratulations to Mrs D
Mason, of York, who
wins £50. Book prizes go
to runners-up Miss R E
Crouch, of Olney, Bucks,
and Mr David Coe, of St
Austell, Cornwall.
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Leckford diver Sgt Mick Heknap RE and (in well) Capt Neil

Russell AGC (SPS), with safety checks in the trustworthy hands of
gunner Sgt Jock Thompson (right)

in the name of charity. Capt
Neil Russell and Sgt Mick
Redknap of the Worthy Down
Sub Aqua Club dived into the
well at the Leckford Hutt pub
to recover artefacts for an auc-
tion at a later date in aid of the
BBC Children in Need Appeal.

The divers were sponsored
for every foot they descended in
Exercise Leckford Plunge: no
mean feat in a well which is one
of the deepest in Hampshire.

Also helping the cause were
the Worthy Down Hash
Harriers, who took part in a

LT

Northern Ireland Minister Michael Mates, flanked by Pte Carol

Brown, SACW Sue Walford and Writer Emma Robinson RN,
delighted Cpl Simon Harding, based at 154 Forward Ammunition
Depot, Wulfen, by picking out his ticket at SSAFA’s annual three-
car draw in London. Simon is now the proud owner of a new
Volkswagen Polo Fox. A record sum of £84,508 was raised through
ticket sales in the world-wide charity draw sponsored by Natocars

of Bridgwater.

sponsored hash. More than
£1,500 was raised by the
evening’s events.

* * *

Don’t forget Red Nose Day
4, the Comic Relief charity

event, which is due to take
place on March 12. For a
fund-raising pack, send a large
envelope with 54p stamp to
Hilary Price, Comic Relief 93,
c/o BBC, Room AGI17, 252
Western Avenue, London W3
6X].
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EMPLOYMENT SERVICES

NEED ACV?

For free details contact the
specialists in CV production

(Forces Dept.)
PO Box 573
Sutton Coldtield
West Midlands
B736PA
021-355 2187

SERVICES *

DYNAMIC CVs

| am pleased for Dynamic CVs to use my name as a
reference and recommend their services - says WO
Gale - another satisfied client of Dynamic CVs.
We specialise in CVs for Service Personnel and offer
discounts to HM Forces, so da contact:
DYNAMIC CVs
PO Box 15, Nuneaton, Warwickshire CV10 8ED
(Tel: 0203 326426)

Tel: 0752 663924
Excellent séa-front accommodation, close
to CFE and University. Satellite TV /video,
tea/coffee, central heating all rooms. Full
use of kitchen including washing machine.
Access to rooms at all times. Open all

year.
Full English breakfast, dinner optional

Tourist board approved.

B&B from £11.50 discount available.
Resident owner Jenny Turner 1912

NS
RESETTLEMENT MILITARY CV SERVICES
COURSE The original CV service for HM Forces;
ACCOMMODATION established in 1984
PLYMOUTH IY?‘jur Ccv wr;itten by a former Army Officer and
“The Rusty Anchor” ndustrial Personnel Manager. Since 1984,
30 Grand Parade ?vT'necrrrl ':gg ﬁllghgegogeg\:ﬁ;r? I‘lg?ss.‘ v?ﬁ;lyng:

write or telephone for full details to:
Major (Ret’d) John Cooper,
12 Water St, Stamford, Lincs PES 2NJ.
Tel: 0780 62960. 13t1e

RESETTLEMENT COURSE
ACCOMMODATION
PLYMOUTH
THE THREE TIERS
41 NORTH ROAD EAST
TEL: 0752 228483
Close to Poly South West + C.F.E.. rail
and bus stations. All rooms have satellite
TV, tea/coffee making facilities + full
central heating. Open all year. Full English
breakfast. Optional evening meal
Very reasonable rates.

Your Hosts John & Glenys Saunders

English Tourist Board [0
APPROVED .

=

14128

IS CIVVY STREET YOUR
NEXT CHALLENGE?

we can help at

n ~\yly s
(i I C
7 o |/ z{":‘?

0)
(0)

17 Gladys Grove, Colwyn Bay,
Clwycl LL29 TUB 18116

2 0492 533442 (24hrs)

CVS WE SPECIALISE
IN H.M. FORCES
Management, Administration,
Technical or Supply - all ranks.
High quality. Laser printed.
SERVICE-CYV, Dept (A),
FREEPOST, Plympton,
PLYMOUTH PL7 3BR
TEL. 0752 344842 (24 hrs) .

; / Leaving the Services?

Get back into
uniform as a

~ SECURITY
) OFFICER

We are looking for bright,
presentable and reliable people aged
between 19-60 to join our highly
trained team, working at prestigious
locations throughout the UK.

Benefits include paid holidays,
sick leave, long service bonuses.

Accommodation available if required.

As part of the P&0 Group you enjoy
reduced price holidays, plus house
purchase reductions and low cost
insurance after a qualifying
period.

FOR FULL INFORMATION

PHONE STERLING

SECURITY SERVICES

Personnel Department, Unit 12/14
Sterling Industrial Estate,
Rainham Road South, Dagenham,
Essex RM10 8TA.

§ s
Tel: 081-984 8099. P8O

STERLING

SOLDIER MART

IK¥

AN ADVERT
IS WRONG,
WHO PUTS
IT RIGHT?

We do
The Advertising Standards
Authority ensures advertise-
ments meet with the strict
Code of Advertising Practice
So if you question an
advertiser, they have to
answer to us
To find out more about the
ASA. please write o
Advertising Standards Authority,
Dept X, Brook House,
Torrington Place,
London WC1E 7HN

This space is donated in the interests
ofhigh standards in adverlisemenis

PLEASE
MENTION

SOLDIER

WHEN REPLYING TO
ADVERTISEMENTS s
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BADGES, PLAQUES AND TIES

ALL PRICES ARE INCLUSIVE
Hand-made BLAZER BADGES in fine wires & silks - £12.00
Hand-painted WALL PLAQUES - £18.50 & CAR BADGES - £16.00
Regimental Ties - STRIPES - £6.00 CRESTS & R.A. FLASH - £7.50
PLEASE SEND S.A.E. FOR OUR PRICE LIST
D. J. PARKINSON (DEPT. S)
186b LEWES ROAD, BRIGHTON BN2 3LD.
Tel: Brighton (0273) 686877 (a.m. only)

HARGREAVES

PROMOTIONS

FOR EMBROIDERED OR SCREEN PRINTED.....

CONTACT
OUR ARMY
SALES REP-

o9
<2 &
@V‘}\\
Qe &

ALL OF THESE WITH

TRACEY FIRTH
0746-34563

%
A <2

&
ST
R
O’ e

V.
o7 °0">°>°Q

YOUR VERY OWN DESIGN.
SEND NOW FOR YOUR FREE
COLOUR CATALOGUE!

Rodney Road,Fratton Industrial Estate,
Portsmouth,Hampshire,PO4 8SY.
Telephone(0705)822436. Fax(0705)293558
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Send SAE for catalogue to:
Mike Smith, Todd Close,
Curthwaite, Carlisle,
Cumbria CA7 8BE

Tel: (0228) 711388 o

SCE
0367 241225

WE'LL GIVE YOU THE CREDIT FOR BHG WELL DRESSED

s

UNIFORMAL
INTEREST FREE CREDIT

For Warrant Officers and Sergeants of most Corps:

READY MADE H 70.00

EXCLUDING VAT

UK: Van Dung

BAOR: Tel 05 3

Fax 0571 40067. (For credit card orders

A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A e

THE ORIGINAL COP VEST
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REAR VIEW
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THE SASS DPM CAMMO COTTON COVERT OPERATIONS VEST \
Lightweight waistcoat able to take Food, Ammo and Water ‘
IMITATED BY MANY - EQUALLED BY NONE \

WHY PAY MORE FOR LESS QUALITY? COMPARE OUR VEST WITHOTHERS |
\

\

H

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

A

\

SA80 version: £45 + £3.10 p&p

For more details, and our free, 36-page colour catalogue,
write or telephone:
SPECIAL AIR SEA SERVICES
St. George’s Works, St. George’s Quay
Lancaster, Lancashire LA1 5Q.J.
Telephone: 0524 64204

\
\
\
\
\
\
\
\
\
\
\
\
\
\
\
\
\
\
¢
.
\
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\
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...........................................

I
i Please send me your latest catalogue

.
i Name

i Address

A

__ Postcode sz ! ‘

e e e e e e 8 e i e e

Stepal Trading,
York House,
22 Frederick
Street,
BIRMINGHAM
B1 3HE.

2 pairs Elastics (= 1 card) for £1.90 incl. p & p.
Reductions on orders of 36+, write for details

Please send me i
] 1
! enclose £ !
i Name |
1
1
1
1
1
1

+ Address

Military Accounting Systems
Printers to HM Forces

Catalogue and Price List
on request
MemoFile Military Systems
CHURCH HOUSE
CHURCH STREET
LONDON EIS 3JA
Telephone: 081-534 3851
Fax: 081-555 7567

Please mention SOLDIER
when replying to advertisements

JSOVEREIGN]
UNBEATABLE
\ SERVICE

_SED e €2

| NISSAN _|

¢ German or UK delivery
e RHD or LHD programme
e Used Car Sales in Germany

e Demonstration Vehicles at
Super Savings

¢ Finance — dm. or Sterling
SOVEREIGN FREEPOST, Station Road, Tidworth, Wilts SP9 7BR

VW AUDI_

| AN INIEFOBIOA iM.......ouereriinririnnninree contenirrirs s rassr s st re e s s be e e s rr s
PAr @XChANGE GOLAIS .........oc.coeeviniirmnee s esss s st bsa s s o
Country of use

FREEPHONE
INSTANT ACTION
HOTLINE

Germany 0130-8544-96
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DRAB

NAME TAPES

(IN SETS OF SIX TAPES)

ANY QUANTITY SUPPLIED
S.A.E.FORPRICE LIST.

The Lancashire
Pleating Co. Ltd,
Knowsley Industrial Park North,
Kirkby, Liverpool L33 7SA.

Phone: 051-546 5161/2. o

LEFT HAND DRIVE
VEHICLES
URGENTLY WANTED

Any condition,
cash buyer.
Telephone:
081-534 4016 (10am-10pm)
seven days
Fax No:081-534 0033 1t

100% Polyester Wash-Dry Clean £3 . 50

Tested and Approved to B.5.5742 1989
One line up to 30 woven letters/spaces

STATIONERY £15 200 8’ x 6" Printed
Sheets + 50 Plain + 100 Envelopes

Able-LABELS
NAME, ADDRESS, TEL. No.

or any words you need up to 6 Lines

1000 Self Adhesive Labels 19 x 40mm

Black on White Black on Gold

£3.75 £4.25

All Prices include Post/VAT, UK only.
PAYMENT with ORDER. Del. 14-21 days.
Steepleprint Ltd + Dept SO : Earls Barton
NORTHAMPTON NN6 OLS - & 0604 810781

MICHAEL JAY
Exclusive ‘HANDCUT’
TAILORING
Our UNBEATABLE

MESS DRESS N
er
INCLUDES T

% 14 Daydespatch
or

% 48hr.despatch
EXPRESS service
Lowest prices
Highest quality
Best fit

Best payment terms
Local agents to measure in most areas
UK and abroad including Berlin

Please telephone:
Stowmarket 0449-766088

As our customers say

‘The service issimply UNBEATABLE'
VIOLET HILL ROAD. STOWMARKET, SUFFOLK

* %%k ¥

g
BEST PRICES
coenene. V'STA
FREE DESIGN
SERVICE TIES

28 HIGH STREET, MERSTHAM
SURREY. RH1 3EA

kTEl: 0737 645113

I'O-DAY

Small

. =

offerec

* 0O *

BEMBRIDGE SCHOOL

Bembridge, Isle of Wight PO35 5PH
Co-Educational Boarding & Day School

300 pupils Senior School 13-18
Separate Junior School 7-13

classes and emphasis on individual attention

Excellent teaching facilities with wide range of subjects

1

Specialist help for children with dyslexia

Sailing, Golf Course, Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme
Beautiful coastal setting with 100 acres of grounds
Supervised transport to and from the Island

Further details and prospectus from
The Headmaster (0983) 872101

Fax: 0737 5458921

MOFFATS SCHOOL

Mof

BEWDLEY, WORCESTERSHIRE
A caring family school for boys and girls 7 to 13+.
fats has close, longstanding ties with Service parents.

® Small classes, sensible discipline, high standards

@ All
® Ou
® Ho

Telephone: Kinlet (029924) 230 Fax: (029924) 444

games, and riding on our 100-acre Home Farm
r own escorts to and from airports and stations
spitality and fun for children in at half-terms or exeats

Priority entry for under-nines
Prospectus from the Headmasters

MINIATURE MEDALS

Return of post Service
Exampie of prices.
CB: £32; CBE: £15; MC/DCM/MM/QGM: £10
OBE/MBE/BEM: £7; MSM: £7; LS & GC: £5
Coronation/Jubilee Medal: £6; UN Cyprus: £5
S/Atlantic + rosette: £4.75; GSM G.VI.R. with clasp
£6.50; GSM/CSM with clasp: £5; Gulf Medal with
clasp: £5; Second World War Stars: £1.75 each
Defence/War Medals: E3.50 each. Miniature
Mounting Bars for D.1.Y. mounting: 1 medal — 85p
2-95p;3-£1:4-£1.10: 5 - £1.20; 6 - £1.30;
7 — £1.40; 8 - £1.55
plus 17.5% V.A.T. and 50p postage

® 7-day medal mounting service for full-size and
mimatures in both ‘ordinary' and ‘court’ style

# Full-size medals supplied
« Wire Blazer Badges
* Mess Kit Badges
 Display cases, medal ribbon, mounting bars
ribbon bars etc
Competitive Prices. First-class quality and delivery
guaraniteed.

Send for comprehensive catalogue to the Medal
Specialists (24p stamp appreciated)
MINIATURE MEDALS (SM)

30 COVENTRY ROAD, BURBAGE,
LEICESTERSHIRE LE10 2HP.

Telephone: (0455) 239262 1614

JOHN BULL MILITARY CLOTHING

SAS WINDPROOF SMOCKS (MOD Spec) £68
RM ARCTIC SMOCKS, WIRED HOOD, RANK TABS £68

PARA SMOCKS £52 (Excellent value)

SWEDISH ARCTIC SHIRT (zipped polo neck, long, warm) £18

Access

OLIVE GREEN 35 LITRE PATROL PACK £28
BRETT HARRIS OSPREY BAG £70
HELLY HANSEN FIELD JACKET £52
TROPICAL TROUSERS £22.50
WINDPROOF TROUSERS £51
POSTAGE OVER £50— £3

SAE to: (S) Military Clothing ==
John Bull School of Adventure ===

12 Littlethorpe Park, Ripon, N Yorks HG4 1UQ

Telephone: 0765 604071 1029

Supplied to PRIS ~ Please send A4 SAE (36p stamp) for full catalogue

BOOK

BARGAINS
by E D Smith

‘Battles for Cassino’ £3.50

‘Victory of a Sort’ £5.00
(British in Greece, 1941-46)
Cheques to: 2 Balfour Mews,

Station Road, Sidmouth
EX10 8XL 18122

@ Parents are advised that schools
advertising in Service publications
do not necessarily have the
support or approval of the Ministry
of Defence. It is therefore essential
that parents ensure that a
particular school has the facilities
and accommodation suitable for
their child by visiting the school.
Help and expert advice on
boarding education can always be
obtained from the Schools
Advisory Section of SCEA situated
at the Director of Army Education,
Court Road, Eltham SE9 (Tele-
phone 081-854 2242 Ext. 4279 or
Eltham Military 4279). 1562

42
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PRINTED oR Ewuctrocdered.

TO YOUR OWN DESIGN

* T-SHIRTS
* SWEATSHIRTS
* POLOSHIRTS
*- RUGBY SHIRTS
* SWEATERS
* BASEBALL CAPS

For free full colour brochure and
information pack from the UK's
leading supplier to H.M. Forces

contact:

TEES TOTAL

High Street, Wootton Bassett, N
Swindon,Wilts SN4 7AB.

TEL:(0793) 849888
FAX:(0793) 849890
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T-Shirts )
Sweatshirts

Complete Design Screen Print

LOST MEDALS
REPLACED IN RECORD TIME

FULL SIZE & MINIATURE
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE

WRITE OR PHONE FOR QUOTATION
RAYMOND D. HOLDICH

Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre
7 Whitcomb Street
London WC2H THA
Tel: 071-930 1979
0374 133493

o
BN o)
A—ONE DESIGNS

55 Brook Street, Chester
Tel: Chester (0244) 311028 4

18127

51/52HIGH STREET. LINCOLN LNS BAP

ALL FROM ONE SUPPLIER
No artwork or setting up costs on the majority of
High quality. competitive prices and p

EMBROIDERED
SWEATERS SWEATSHIRTS
POLO SHIRTS BADGES

PRINTED
TEESHIRTS SWEATSHIRTS
BADGES COFFEE MUGS
AND LOTS MORE!

ur goods

rompt delivery
BFPO 1ax-free service

Send for our new p

REYNOLDS SPORTS

ricelist

Tel: 0522 513333 Fax: 0522 530383 1414

BRUNO

THE MILITARY BEAR %

-
'Bruno' is a traditional 16" Bear, who comes dressed {4
in Combat Kit, with face veil, webbing belt and beret C‘ AT ,A"Th‘\-
i 3

complete with your cap badge.

49
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'Bruno' is currently available for all regiments and corps of the British Army (less
Gurkha units).

'‘Jock' wears TOS : RHF white hackle. Royal Scots tartan patch; A & SH tartan
patch : Black Watch red hackle : QOH blue plume,Gordons & KOSB TOS only
(No badge available for Scottish Regts).

ACC Bear available in chef's whites, ACC beret.
U.N. Bear, desert combat kit, UN beret with UN badge or your own badge.

To order Bruno: Please send Cheques/P.O./Credit Card No. (incl. expiry date)
for £29.50 payable to 'POSTAL BEARS', name and address of person to receive
bear and your special message to:

POSTAL BEARS, Dept. D., 1/2 Barker Street, Shrewsbury SY1 1SB.
24 hour telephone order service (0743) 241962 FAX: (0743) 232112

_ g SPORTS

¥ . YiSIf

British Adventurer Tom McClean

in West Highlands. Ideal base for

Walking, Canoeing, Fishing, Clay

Nevis, Mallaig, Inverness-shire.

NS

offers his unique Outdoor Centre

Regular & TA Soldiers for
Adventure Training, R & R, etc.

Shooting, etc. Good Facilities,

Open All Year, Low Cost, Self-

Catering, Groups 24 soldiers.
Brochure: Ardintigh, Loch

Tel: 0687 2274 anytime.

£ .""’,l’m‘\_

[ ] Englnsh -made
sweat shirts

@ T-shirts single
& multi-coloured
designs

@ Embroidered
V-neck jumpers
also many other items

VISTA SPORTS LTD.
Vista House, 28 High Street, Merstham,

WORCESTERSHIRE
MEDAL SERVICE

Full size and miniature medals

supplied and mounted for wear

or display. Send for full list of

miniature medals, emblems,
clasps, etc.

25 Golden Cross Lane, Catshill
Bromsgrove, Worcs. B61 OLG
Telephone (0527) 35375
Access/Visa welcome

Surrey RH1 3EA.
Tel: 0737 645113 Fax: 0737 645892

¥* ¥ ¥ I I H X X X

LOANS

CASH SPARE, CARS,

CLEAR EXISTING UP TO DATE LOANS, HP,
CREDIT CARDS INTO ONE LOWER REPAYMENT,
FURNITURE, HOLIDAYS.

— No security required — Tenants welcome - No interviews, all arranged by post.
- Discreet, Confidential service — Good benefits if you want to settie your loan early
For quotes, written details and free advice phone us now or keep this advert for future use
Phone 0929-423925. 9am-9pm 7 days (from overseas 0044-929 423925).

NORSTAR FINANCE

Licensed by the Office of Fair Trading as Lenders and Brokers.

Tenants and
Homeowners welcome

£1,000-£10,000
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Egﬁ 'w JOY'’'S ROSES ./
l\‘;‘ ORDER EARLY FOR VALENTINE’S DAY '7!5;;3
2\ -1
warc® Weeks 4th-16th February ONLY "”?r
Add £5 per 12 Roses, £10 per 24 Roses, £5 per Rose bouquet
A GIFT OF LOVE
Fresh flowers sent daily from the nursery to any address in the U.K. or N. Ireland.
Include your own special message to show that you have your loved-one in mind.
Someone - somewhere is waiting to hear from you
12 ROSES Red/Pink (large) £13.85
24 ROSES Red/Pink (large) £18.50
12 CARNATIONS Red/Pink/Mixed £12.50
40 FREESIA Mixed with fern £14.75
JOY’S SPECIAL BOUQUETS
Bouquet special mixed £22.50
Bouquets/Pink Carnations/Freesia/Fern £16.50
Roses/Carnations/Freesia/Fern £17.50
Iris (Blue)/Carnations/Freesia/Fern £14.60
Spray Carnations/Freesia/Fern £11.50
MUCH REQUESTED CUDDLIES

SAMMY SEAL (Pure White)(Silver Beige) 27" long £22.65
PINKY MOTHER PIG  (Pale Pink) 10" long £22.75
AND THREE PIGLETS (Pale Pink) 7" long >

THE PERSONALISED LOVING BEARS
EMBROIDERED WITH YOUR GIFT OF LOVE MESSAGE
FOR EXAMPLE
MARY'S TEDDY/RACHEL'S BEAR/WITH LOVE/ALL MY LOVE
LOVE DADDY/LOVE PHIL/LOVE TOM/LOVE MUM/LOVE MUMMY
No more than 12 letters per line (3 lines only). A space counts as a letter.
Choice of Coloured Jumpers: Dark Blue/Light Blue/Red

WINSTON BEAR (Beige. Jointed) D/Blue 19" high £27.80
WINSTON BEAR (Gold. Jointed) D/Blue 19" high £27.80
WINSTON BEAR (Gold. Jointed) D/B-L/B-Red 14" high £18.95
BREWSTER BEAR (Gold) D/B-L/B—Red 15" high £14.75
CHUBBY BEAR (Gold. Jointed) D/B-L/B-Red 11" high £14.75

Prices and order-forms available upon request. Prices include P&P + VAT
VISA, ACCESS and AMEX ACCEPTED — INCLUDE EXPIRY DATE
Please make cheque or P.O. payable to:
‘Joy’s Roses and Toys', Flamingo, St Sampsons, Guernsey, C.1.
Telephone: (0481) 46708 Fax: (0481) 43406 si23
L A SE b b b oh 2b ob 2b 2h db 4 2b 2b 2b 2b b 4 2 2h gh ¢
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IF YOU DON'T CALL

ONLY COST YO

*(subject to status)

83 YEARS OF MOTORING

BLACKPOOL ROAD, PRESTON PRZGBX

= 0772 793054
PERRYS T CAN|

EXPERIENCE & IT SHOWS!

TO PERRY'S GROUP EXPORT DIVISION, BLACKPOOL ROAD,
PRESTON, PR2 6BX. PLEASE SEND ME DETAILS ON:-

GROUP EXPORT
DIVISION

Glving you the complete
[T export sale treatment we

 take care of all the
paperwork, and the
worrles making your export
sale simple and worry free.

CALL US NOW OR
RETURN THE COUPON

- e e e e

VAUXHALL (]| CITROEN [] NAME

FORD [1{ PROTON ] RANK UNIT
ROVER (1| OTHERMAKES (] AppRESS

RENAUT (| UseDCARS [

LANDROVER 1| LHD O

VOLVO (]| RHD O

NISSAN 7] mgx&wﬁg [] HOME TEL NO.
V0T []] [ows avhilagie.  WORK
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“Britain’s leading supplier of kit to the professionals”

GENUINE DANNER BOOTS

COMPARE OUR PRICES - FULL DANNER GUARANTEE

All Danner boots are lined with Gore-Tex, Cambrelle and insulated with 3M Thinsulate lining except
Acadia Uninsulated and Ranger.

b i 7y
47 JEF T Dy s o i T . = i
DANNER ACADIA DANNER OLYMPIC DANNER FORT LEWIS
Leather/cordura lighter than all All leather construction 8" boot to Developed with the Fort Lewis Go

leather. Selected by L.A. Swat team. keep feet warm and dry. £169.99 Devils. All leather construction.
Insulated £149.99 : v £184.99
Uninsulated £144.99

DANNER RANGE
Same as Acadia uninsulated but has
LA a flat ribbed sole for urban use.

— ' £139.99 R '

BRITTON BOOTS (GO FAST) WATERPROOF HIGH BOOTS F/S

The very latest hi leg waterproof boot. Slight factory seconds, all leather, waterproofed.
Leather Lined £45.99 DMS sole. Genuine issue combat boot.

Cambrelle Lined £55.99 Factory seconds £26.99

-

e & e e A o i e o
BLACK DMS SERVICE SHOE AMMO BOOTS
Service shoe with DMS sole and Toe cap. Genuine issue Ammo Boots.
New £26.99 Brand new triple soled and studded.
Factory Seconds £17.99 £62.99

@ Sorbothane Insoles/Foot Beds £11.99 @ Jungle Boots USA genuine £47.99
® Compeed (for blisters) £2.99 ® USA Speedlace C/Boots genuine £59.99
® Dubbin £1.99 ® Gulf Patt. Desert Boots hi leg £39.99
® Parade Gloss £0.90 @ Short Desert Boots £25.99
® Paralaces £1.99 ® Goretex Socks (Berghaus) £29.99
® Socks Combat £2.99 @ Officers Shoes . £39.99
® Arctic Socks £4.99 ® Sleeping bags, new patt. Phone
® PLCE Bergans £139.99 ® Hi-Tec Magnum L/Wt C/Boots Phone
@® PLCE webbing (full sets) Phone @® Hi-Tec Trail L/Wt Hiking Boots £29.99
® Para Smocks £62.99 ® PTI Tops (old patt) new £29.99

(POST & PACKING £2.80 ON ANY SIZE ORDER) ABOVE IS A SMALL SELECTION OF KIT AVAILABLE

PHONE 071-790 5257 FOR FREE CATALOGUE PHONE 071-790 5585 FOR INFORMATION
PHONE 0717-900-900 FOR CREDIT CARD ORDERS

SILVERMAN’S (DEPTS)

MILE END, LONDON E1 4PS
Personal callers Mondays-Fridays 9-5 & Sundays 10-1pm

“Britain’s Leading Supplier of Kit to the Professionails” NS
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EMBROIDERED & PRINTED
SPORTS & LEISUREWEAR

FOR THE PROFESSIONALS FROM THE PROFESSIONALS

Sweaters - Sweatshirts
T Shirts - Sports Shirts

T-Shirts Sweatshirts
Poloshirts Sweaters
Base Ball Caps

Rugby & Hockey Jerseys
. . .
Printed or Embroidered|| Shorts Socks & Ties
ALPA SPORTS
PEPPEROYD STREET, OFF BATTYE STREET,
DEWSBURY,

WEST YORKSHIRE, WF13 IPA

FULL DESIGN & PERSONALISED SERVICE
NO MINIMUM ORDER

JENKINS KNITWEAR
% VERNON PLACE NORTHERN COURT
BASFORD NOTTINGHAM NG6é ODE
Tel: (Nottm) 0602 274469

QUALITY SHEFFIELD
PEWTERWARE
Engraved Regimental

Badges, Ship’s Crests etc.
FREE brochure available

EMBROIDERED
SWEATERS

SCOTTISH LAMBSWOOL OR ACRYLIC,
SWEATSHIRTS, SPORTSHIRTS, RUGBY
SHIRTS & BASEBALL CAPS.

ALSO
EMBROIDERED BADGES -
SUPERB QUALITY - MIN 25
TIES - WOVEN (MIN 52) OR PRINTED (MIN 36)
SCREENPRINTED T's OR SWEATS (MIN 30)
BLAZER BADGES (MIN 10). ENAMEL BADGES (MIN 100)
WRITE OR PHONE FOR FREE BROCHURE

nsign

MOTIFS

Portkil Bay, Kilcreggan
Dunbartonshire

Tel: (0436 84) 2581/2716
Fax: (0436 84) 2854

PHOENIX WORLD

A full range of pewter and "‘cold
cast bronze” figurines, car grill
badges and tankards to suit your
needs.

COMMISSIONS ACCEPTED.

MR107
(25¢cm)
£50.65

Send crossed cheque/P.O. with order or S.A.E.
for Brochure.

PHOENIX WORLD REPRODUCTIONS

437 Valley Drive, Gravesend, Kent DA12 5UE.
Tel: Gravesend (0474) 365511.

1617 Fax: (0474) 537166

“Cold cast bronze”

REPLIES. To reply to a pen pal, write
a letter and send it to Soldier Magazine
at the address below. The Box number
must be CLEARLY written in the
TOP LEFT COKNER of the envelope.
Replies will not be forwarded after
three months from the cover date of this
issue.

A pen pal advertisement costs
£11.75. Send your details (max-
imum 30 words) and a cheque or
postal order for £11.75, payable to
“*Soldier”, to the address below.
The advertisement will appear in
the first available issue and all
replies will be forwarded. 814

All correspondence to: Pen Pals,
Soldier Magazine, Ordnance Road,
Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU.

I am a single female who likes to have
fun. I enjoy sport and often run. Write
to me and you will find a nice reply
because I'm caring and fun. P409  o3e3

My name is Catherine and I'm a
19-year-old student. I like most types of
music and enjoy clubbing. I'd leve to
hear from anyone under 24 who wants a
pen pal. P410 0393

Young 16-year-old female doing A
levels, looking for pen pals for
friendship. Any age. I've dark brown
shoulder length hair, brown eyes and
I'm considered cuddly. All genuine
replies answered. P411 0393

Attractive, caring 21-year-old female
seeks warm-hearted soldier aged 22-28
to restore faith in male race! Enjoys
night life and quiet life. Many interests
including motor sports and travel. P412

03/83

Single lady aged 33 seeks correspond-
ence from army personnel. Works
full-time as a nurse, own car, fun loving
and very bubbly. Enjoys dancing,
theatre. All replies welcome. P414 o393

Dear lonely lads near and far, if you
have got any spare time and you’re
sincere then get writing. I'm Cassie, 21
years old, 5'2", green eyes and brown
hair. P415 03/93

Cosy, fireside rug, made in England
1960. Would love to toast together with
pair of gentleman’s slippers going
spare. P416 0393

Caring female, 18 years old, brown hair
and eyes. Would like to write to a
soldier between 18 and 23. All letters
answered. P417 03-04

If you would like a pen pal I would love
to hear from you. Male or female
accepted. I will reply to all letters
received. P418 0393

Mandy, 32, extrovert legal cashier from
Lincolnshire. 5'2" tall, bluey grey eyes,
short light brown hair, curvy figure.
Good sense of humour, likes eating,
drinking wine and having fun. P419

0393

My name is Karen, I'm 26 and a single
working mum. I enjoy pubs, reading,
walking and eating out. I would like to
hear from any honest, tall, lonely man.
P420 03/93

Is there a fella on his own, to write to a
lady, 35. In return I will answer all your
letters. I think you all do a great service
for mankind everywhere. P421 0393

Female, young 36, caring and bubbly.
Would like to correspond with
serviceman. All letters answered. P422

03/93

Hello, I'm an attractive 28-year-old
career woman looking for pen pals. If
you have a sense of humour and are
aged 28-38 years please write. P423

03/93

Kim, 22 years old, single mum, blonde
hair, blue eyes, slim figure and
excellent personality. Likes music,
cinema and ciggies. Seeks soldier for
pen pal with view to lasting
relationship. P424 03/93

Hi guys, 23-year-old brunette, brown
eyes, sylphlike physique. Seeks fellas in
24-35 age range. Interests include
writing letters, reading and table tennis.
Will answer all letters. Include piccy if
possible. P425 0393

My name's Hazel. 'm a mature
24-year-old. 1 have long brown hair,
blue eyes, medium build, 5'6" tall, good
sense of humour. I enjoy swimming,
socialising, travelling and letter writing.
P426 03/93

My name is Jeanette. I'm 53 and
would love to meet someone who has a
good sense of humour and is
thoughtful. I like wining and dining,
dancing, driving, travelling and most

music. P427 03/93
| Entertainment
Stardust Disco Roadshow. stereo

sounds, video show. Music for all age
groups, all functions catered for,
popular with Army since 1979. Ring
Doug on 0252 330504. E

| For Sale

SOLDIER MAGAZINE - MAKE SURE
YOU GET YOUR COPY REGULARLY -
ONLY £19.30 FOR A YEAR'S SUBSCRIP-
TION IN UK, £11.50 BFPO, ELSE-
WHERE £25.30 OVERSEAS (SURFACE
MAIL), SOLDIER MAGAZINE, SUB-
SCRIPTIONS DEPT, ORDNANCE
ROAD, ALDERSHOT, HANTS GUIl
2DU.

(Cheques to Soldier).

4f29

Cap badges, regimental ties, blazer
badges, medals, insignia. Send £1.00
for list to: Cairncross (Dept S), 31 Belle
Vue Street, Filey, North Yorks YO14
9HV. 4321

Military Books. Thousands in stock
including new; secondhand and many
new books at less than half-price. Send
£2 in stamps for one year’s supply of
catalogues. Ray Westlake—Military
Books, 53 Claremont, Newport, Gwent
NP9 6PL. 03,93

Helmet Plates, cap badges, shoulder
titles, collar dogs, over 2,500 in stock.
No restrikes. 24 page listing 50p.
Shotton, 7 Peak Road, Clanfield, Hants
PO80QT. 0793

For quality Scottish products like
Bagpipes, bagpipe accessories, practice
chanters, reeds, plaids (shawls), kilts,
spats, balmorals, glengarries, hackle
feathers, waist and cross belts, bugles,
drumsticks, drummer’s aprons, music
card pouches etc. Hand embroidered all
kinds of badges, sashes, family crests,
clan crests, flags, bagpipe banners and
all other items. Scottish/Irish and
Masonic jewellery such as waist belt
buckles, cap badges, collar insignias,
brooches, buttons, kilt pins. Write
required items to Tango Trading Co,
4/369 — Mori Gate, Sialkot - 51310,
Pakistan. 03/93

25 bound volumes of Soldier
Magazine. 1948, 1955-78 (inclusive)
and 2V2 unbound volumes; 1979-80 and
Jan-Sept 81. Highest offer secures. The
Curator, The RAF Regiment Museum,
RAF Catterick, Richmond, N Yorks
DL10 7NP. 03/93
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French Foreign Legion Gulf War
Commando T-Shirts £7.95. First
Company Commando Legion Paras
T-shirts £7.95. Legion Para T-shirts
‘Le Diable Marche Avec Nous’ (The
Devil Marches With Us) £7.95. Legion
Paras T-shirts ‘Legion Paras, Bad to the
bone’ £7.95. All the above available in
grey or white Sweatshirts £14.95.
Foreign Legion recruiting video,
English, colour £12.95. Foreign Legion
Commando training video ‘Beasts of
War” 60 minutes £12.95. Foreign
Legion Paras silver signet rings £17.95.
Foreign Legion Paras wristwatch with 2
REP Dragon motif £49. Legion Battle
Songs cassette £6.95. Legion colour
recruiting poster £5. Beau Geste-type
Legion recruiting poster colour £6.
British Special Boat Service SBS
T-shirts £7.95. Rhodesian SAS T-shirts
£7.95. Former USSR Spetsnaz Com-
mander T-shirts £7.95. Spetsnaz
Commando Hand to Hand Combat
training video, English, colour £15.
USSR Paras wristwatch £45. Hills, 3
Malthouse Road, Crawley, West Sussex
RH10 6BE. Lists of Legion, USSR,
Rhodesian, British and US insignia and

militaria 50p. TC
A o e o ke A ke e o ok e ok ok e e e Ak
Regimental shields, plaques and

shield clocks. Leaders in design and
manufacture for the British Army
worldwide. Made from the highest
quality materials. We made your
Shields for The Falklands, The Gulf
War and UN Croatia, now with Options
for Change, contact us for details of our
FREE design service. Shields £9.50 —
Shield clocks £17 VAT free outside the
UK. Write for a colour brochure.
Teresa Houghton, Military Marketing
International, 16 Riverway, Shipston
on Stour CV36 4RD, UK. Tel and fax:
0608 663770, Minimum order 25. Tc
e e e e o v e e o o ok ok o o ok

Antique weapons. Largest selection for
sale by mail order in England. Fully
illustrated catalogue £5. Everything
guaranteed original. Andrew Bottom-
ley, Coach-House, Huddersfield Road,
Holmfirth, Yorkshire HD7 2TT.
Customer satisfaction our priority. o112

Silverman’s have available the follow-
ing new PTI kit: Old Pattern PTI Tops
£29.99, PTI Vests £7.99, PTI Belts
£9.99, PTI Cloth Badges £2.99, Ron
Hill Tracksters £14.99, New Rugby
Shirts all cotton £15.99, Timex Sports
Watches from £16.99. Free catalogue
0717 900 900, Info 0717 905 257,
Orders 0717 905 585. Silverman’s, 2
Harford Street, Mile End, London El
4PS. C

Military Insignia, 45 page illustrated
catalogue £2, refundable on first order,
lists hundreds of current British
insignia including officers’ badges, DZ
flashes, anodised plus world wide elite
insignia. Lapworth, 15 Woodside
Grove, Bristol BS10 7RF. 03-06

Coronation, School, Red Cross,
sports, military, masonic, miscel-
laneous medals, badges for sale. Send
2x1st class stamps for list to: 18
Hollybank Road, Birkenhead,
Merseyside 141 2SY. 03-08

Special offer, genuine British Army
latest issue, olive green compressor
stuff sacs. Made for the new (90 patt)
sleeping bag, but can be used for spare
clothing etc. In used condition, £9.99
each, post paid. Send sae for 1993
catalogue. Joe’s Surplus, Ashgrove
Farm, Ardley, Bicester, Oxon 0X6
9PJ. Tel: 086989 504, 49-03

Wire blazer badges for armed forces,
clubs and regiments, uniform regalia,
embroideries and accoutrements, ties,
medals, buttons, pennants and flags.
Contact: Kent Trading Company, PO
Box 824, Sialkot, Pakistan. Fax:
92-432-58417. 33-08
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Arctic w/proof smocks £90; ventile
SAS smocks £120; Desert DPM jackets
£15. Trousers £10. All new. Any kit
supplied. Ring us for quote. All kit as
issue. Phone R & D Supplies, 081-568
8840 Fax: 081-560 2245. 01-04

VOLUNTEERS POCKET BOOK.
Valuable info on wide range of subjects.
Every Soldier should have one.
Includes Plastic Wallet Cover. Price
£4.75 ea. inc p&p (UK). THE
SAS0/LSW - SKILL AT ARMS &
SHOOTING. Training Tests &
APWT conditions — pass first time.
First class diagrams and explanation of
the weapons. Fits into Volunteers
Pocket Book Plastic Wallet. Price £3.25
ea. inc p&p (UK). Special prices for
ten plus copies. Order direct from
publishers, Cheques or POs payable to
MILITARY POCKET BOOKS, PO
Box 28, Leven, Beverley, Hull HU17
SLA. Tel: 0964 542878. TIC

Collectors Cards. Uniforms of Amer-
ican Civil War, 20 card set £6;
American Civil War Leaders, 25 card
set £6; WW1 Recruiting Posters, 12
card set £3. P Adams, 30 Edward
Street, Eastville, Bristol BS5 6LW.

02-03

Sleeping Bags military green 2Ib 60z
£54. Windproof smocks £77. Para
Smocks £56. Helly Hansen Field Jacket
£52. Matterhorn Boots and more. For
full lists send 36p sae to: John Bull
Military Clothing (8), 12 Littlethorpe
Park, Ripon HG4 1UQ. 0765 604071.
Supplied to PRIs. Visa/Access wel-
come. os/93

Fullsize and miniature medals profes-
sionally mounted. Affordable prices
and efficient service. Replacement
medals and new miniatures supplied.
Medal display cases, wire/silk blazer
badges, ties, cap badges. Comprehen-
sive list. Badge and Medal Services, 15
Overslade Crescent, Coventry CV6
2AW. Tel: 0203 332467. 03/93

Worldwide Military Decorations,
Medals, Badges, Wings and Insignia.
Qver 25,000 items in stock. Catalogue
£2. Invicta, 740 Gladstone Avenue,
Ortawa, Ontario K1R 6X5, Canada.

06/93

Full/miniature size medals mounted
for wear or display. Send for full list of

new miniature medals, ribbon
emblems, brooches, ribbon bars, clasps
etc., and medal mounting costs.

Access/Visa welcome. Worcestershire
Medal Services, 25 Golden Cross Lane,
Catshill, Bromsgrove B61 O0LG. Tel:
0527 35375. EOIs3

Military Badges for sale, sae for long
list, Cavalry, TA and Infantry badges
and many others. Bruntlett, 68 Pinfold
Lane, Methley, Leeds. 0977 515811.

02-03

Genuine cap, collar badges cloth,
metal, S/Titles, Div Signs. Sale/swap.
2x24p stamps for Feb list, £2 for next
four. Kelk, 1 Sweechgate Cottages,
Broad Qak, Canterbury CT2 ORA.

02-03

Professional Medal Mounting and
anodizing service. New miniature and
replacement medals supplied. Wire
blazer badges, qualification, trade and
mess kit insignia. Quality display
framing. Excellent service, sensible
prices. Details from Art Militare, 39
Park Lane, Middlesbrough, Cleveland
TS13LQ. Tel: 0642 232650. 01-04

Philately RAOC. First Day Covers.
C.0.D. Donnington 30th Anniversary
1970. First decimal stamp. £1 each plus
S.A.E. Harry Merger 0709 541437,

02-03

|  GiftServices |

Perfumes and After Shave. Large
selection at reasonable prices. Available
for sale, or we can arrange a “Perfume
Party” in your house in Bordon/
Aldershot area. Phone Val or Dave for
full details on 0420 488782. TIC

Regimental Jewellery. For that special
present for your lady why not buy one
of our superb 9ct gold brooches? We
make for existing, new and disbanded
regiments with prices at around £130.
We also produce Diamond set versions
from around £450. For cordial, efficient
service, J. M. Bickerton, 23 Vyse
Street, Birmingham B18 6LE. Tel:
021-551 7366, Fax: 021-2339312. ¢

CHARITY
COMMISSION

Charity: The Rifle Depot Football
Ground.

Scheme conferring power to sell the
land known as The Rifle Depot
Football Ground, Airlie Road,

Winchester.

The Charity Commissioners propose to make
a scheme for this Charity. Copies of the dsaft
Scheme may be obtained from them [ref:
BWG-219, 193C/1-5C) at Woodfield House,
Tangier, Taunton, Somerset TA1 4BL. and
may be seen at Regimental Headquarters,
The Royal Green Jackets, Peninsula Barracks,
Romsey Road, Winchester 5023 B8TS.
Objections and suggestions may be sent to

them within one month of today, 18130

Plymouth B&B, evening meal optional,
Bar, tea-making and TV in all rooms. 5
minutes walk to college, f/e, overlook-
ing parkland. Mountbatten Guest
House, 52 Exmouth Road, Stoke PL1
4QH. Tel: 0752 563843. 4303

Skiing in sunny Sierra Nevada, Flights
from Gatwick, transfers, half board
accommodation, ski kitlifts. All for
£395. Reductions for parties. Details
from Alpha Travel, 123 Main Street,
Gibraltar. Tel: 010350 79281, Fax:
010350 40281. 01-03

[ . He

Bulford village. New two bedroomed
self contained first floor apartment.
Would suit Bachelor Officers.
Stonehenge 32387. 0203

Homeowner? Posted and worried? Let
good tenants pay your mortgage while
you are away! We provide a complete,
comprehensive, reliable and guaranteed
Property Rental and Management
Service, tailored for the special needs of
our HM Forces clients from the longest
established fully professional specialist
Agency. Full coverage of all areas
England and Wales. Most of the staff
are ex-Service themselves and under-

stand your problems completely,
including the special Rent Act
provisions to protect you as a

homeowner abroad. Good commercial
rates and effective insurance scheme. *
Find out about our full range of
services. * Send now for full details
and brochure to: Belvedene Property
Management, Millmead House, Ratfyn
Road, Amesbury, Wilts SP7 4DZ, Tel:

0980 625066. L)

Wiltshire/Dorset/Hampshire. Com-.

prehensive letting and management
agents. A family firm who know from
experience the particular problems of
service families. We operate a full rental
and management service with the
accent on individual service. Write or
telephone now to: Sarum Properties,
Office 6, 7-11 Brown Street, Salisbury
SP1 1HE. Tel: 0772 421701. Also: 34
Silver Street, Warminster BA12 8PT.
Tel: 0985 846905. e

Belvedene Property Management.
Experts at letting property in London
and South of England. Our ex-military
staff provide a comprehensive reliable
and professional Property Rental
Management Service, adapted to meet
the needs of HM Forces. Our fees are
competitive and inclusive. Contact our
Head Office now for our brochure.
Belvedene Property Management, Mill-
mead House, Ratfyn Road, Amesbury,
Wilts SP4 7DZ. Telephone (0980)
625066, Fax (0980) 625067. TC

Please mention SOLDIER when
replying to advertisements

e

The Regent Hotel. The Victoria Cross
Lounge with pictures of the medal’s
history and holders associated with the
hotel and a staircase lined with portraits
of former guests like Wellington,
Combermere, Napoleon III, Cardigan,
Grant and Churchill makes it at least as
good as any for a reunion. In fact you’ll
find it’s far better. The hotel is
beautiful, the food supreme, service
like The Grenadier Guards (don’t be
put off) and a welcome that bears no
resemblance to anything you have
received from a sergeant major. Write
or ring John Biesok, General Manager,
Regent Hotel, Leamington Spa,
Warwickshire. Tel: 0926 427231. In the
centre of England, M40 4 miles,
Warwick Castle 2. AA 3 Star 70%,
Egon Ronay. 4547

|

Don’t go alone. Free advisory service
offers business opportunities, ideal for
ex-forces. Phone 0590 677117 or CV to
SCA, 5 Wainsford Road, Penningion,
Hants SO41 8GD. 4903

Printing - Draw Tickets — Low, low
prices. All forms of Unit, Club, Mess
and personal stationery. Reasonable
prices. Ring for a free quote.
Servisprint 0305 835150 or Fax: 0305
834692, 2093

Home movies transferred to video,
video tapes copied. American/Canadian
and Foreign videos converted to British
system. Insured mail order service.
VTS Video, 121 Winston Avenue,
Poole, Dorset BH12 IPD. Tel: 0202
716652 or 669303. TIC

Selecta Security Services. Course
teaching you to survive in a C.P.O.
environment. Short/full courses. Ex-
ceptional trainees will be offered work
within our teams. Males/females. For
information letter send cheque/PO for
£3 to: Selecta Security Services, 32a
Belvoir Street, Leicester LE1 6Q]J. o305

Brass Desk Nameplates engraved with
your name from £15 or with your name
and cap badge from £18 mounted on a
wooden triangular block. Door version
also available. Phoenix Engraving, 0905
820914. 03-05

Cold cast bronze resin Soldier

figurines from only £30 inclusive.
Details from Phoenix Engraving, 0905
820914.

Jobs at Sea (and Abroad). Unskilled,
skilled, inexperienced. Free food/
accommodation, good pay. UK/
Worldwide opportunities on cruise
ships, oil/gas rigs, merchants, tankers,
ferries, trawlers, dredging, salvage,




tugs, diving, vacht crewing. Vital
information/job guide, (With jobs
abroad supplement current and

forthcoming vacancies for; summer/
winter holiday company representa-
tives/couriers. Instructors for all
land/watersports, tour guides/expedi-
tion leaders, EuroDisney, children’s
couriers, au pairs, nannies, waiters,
chefs, bar, chalet staff, beauticians,
equestrian, drivers, De/montage,
croupiers, photographers, entertainers,
DJs, medical, all building/construction
trades, farmwork, storemen, aircrew,
security, Kibbutz, Moshav, Emigra-
tion). Complete jobpack £8.95, cheque/
PO; Marine Employment, (Floor 2/B),
Brittanic House, Swanage BH19 1NF.
(Also available; Airline Jobs guidebook
£9.75, technicians, pilots, navigation,
security, helicopters, traffic control,
supply, cargo, engineers, admin, cabin
staff, catering). 03193

Forces Trained Drivers required for
London-based car/chauffeur service.
Knowledge of LLondon not essential as
we will provide training to all levels. If
selected, applicant will be required to
provide their own car. This is a
self-employed position and therefore
earnings can be very high. Many
ex-service personnel currently working
with us. Please contact Mr Edlin on
071-637 0533. 03-04

I:.' . Taming .
Senior LGV Driver Training, PCV
Training. Course from 20-40 hours,

qualified ADI. Telephone Barry, day
0831 490862, evening 061-303 7415. oa-08

FAX YOUR AD
ON 0252 347358

CLASSIFIED

I Wanted |

Photostat copy of WWII British
Wireless Installation Manual W.O.
Code No.4237 (ZA 10479) Wireless
Station No.19 for Car 4x4 Light
Reconnaissance Humber Mk.3A 1943/
4, Tel: 0580 860366. 0393
Researcher seeks to talk to men
wanting to join the French Foreign
Legion. Box 224, Soldier Magazine,

Ordnance Road, Aldershot, Hants
GU112DU. 03-04
Pace Stick required by private

collector. Please contact Bryan Wilson,
16 West Road, Dibden Purlieu,
Southampton SO4 SR]. 0703 846353.

0393
Items and Medals of 4th/8th Hussars
and Queen’s Royal Irish Hussars. SSgt
Wilson, C Flight, 660 Squadron AAC,
BFPO 11. 03/93

Gulf War militaria bought by
historian, e.g. badges, propaganda
leaflets, photographs, printed
ephemera and souvenirs etc.,
Laurie Manton, c/o Soldier Maga-
zine, Ordnance Road, Aldershot,
Hants GU11 2DU. TC

SOLDIER accepts no responsibility
for the accuracy of advertisements,
or for any matters arising, or losses
suffered by readers as a result of an
advertisement. While SOLDIER
takes care to ensure that advertise-
ments comply with the British Code
of Advertising Practice, the accept-
ance of an advertisement for
publication does not endorse that
product or service, and readers are
advised that they should take
adequate precautions Dbefore
sending any money, or entering into
any legally binding agreement. s

PHOTO
REPRINTS

You can purchase copies of
photographs taken by
Soldier Magazine
photographers.

For details of how to
order please contact
Bill Stroud on 0252
347351, Aldershot
Military 2351.

Or write to
him at:

Soldier Magazine,
Ordnance Road,
Aldershot, Hants

GU11 2DU.

NS

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS

29 30

WORDS AT 25p
X INSERTIONS
BOX NUMBER
VAT AT 17.5%
TOTAL ENCLOSED

CHEQUE/PO Number

If you need more space, or do not wish to cut the magazine, please write clearly on plain paper
COST: 25p PER WORD, MINIMUM CHARGE £5.00. VAT AT 17.5% MUST BE ADDED

BOX NUMBER, IF REQUIRED, @ £2.00 + VAT PER INSERTION
NB: NAME AND ADDRESS/PHONE NUMBER SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN COST
ALL CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS MUST BE PREPAID AND WILL BE INSERTED IN THE FIRST AVAILABLE ISSUE

= £

]
M M

(Payable to SOLDIER)

Send to:

CLASSIFIED ADS
SOLDIER
ORDNANCE ROAD
ALDERSHOT
HANTS GUI1 1T 2DU

47



[ MAJOR/MINOR UNITS RUGBY FINALS HOCKEY ATHLETICS

Alderst to

i

host bigger
tournament

AN ENLARGED Inter-
Services hockey tournament is
to be hosted for the first time
by the Army on the artificial
surface at Aldershot on March
10-12, writes Alan Healey.

A new element has been
added to the occasion by the
inclusion of the women’s
tournament. With men’s teams
competing at junior, senior and
veteran levels, a major Services
hockey occasion is guaranteed.

In their second representa-
tive match of the season, the
Army lost by the odd goal in
five to Oxfordshire at Alder-
shot.

Although weakened by the
absence of the injured Capt
Simon Hazlitt (2 LI) and
fellow-international Capt Peter
Boxall on duty, the team com-
peted well, with Spr Ericson
doing particularly well from the
48

Under-21s drafted into the
side.

There were good perform-
ances by Capt Brian Hemmings
(RE), who skippered the side
for the first time, and 2nd Lt
Richard Head (LI), who scored
the Army’s first goal.

The Army Under-21s lost 1-6
to Oxfordshire at Aldershot on
January 17 and were due to
play Sandhurst as SOLDIER
went to press. The senior side
was preparing for a tough test
against the excellent Travellers
touring side at Paddington
Recreation Ground on January
26.

At domestic level, the
quarter-finals of the Hockey
Cup competitions, both Major
and Minor Units, have to be
completed by February 15. In
the senior competition the draw
has matched 14 Regt RA

Above - Sgt Mal Owen (centre), supported by 1 RWF teammate Sgt
Charlie Fenton, gets the ball away to scrumhalf Fus Viv Pryce (No
9) despite the attentions of 7 (Para) RHA's Bdr Jim Fowers. Behind
them (from left) are Capt Andy Southby, Capt Hugh James
(headband), Fus Simon Manwaring, Sgt Rupert Symes and Bdr
John Denwood. Fus Will Williams closes in on the front right

Left - WO2 Martin Lewis, captain of the victorious 7 (Para) RHA
side, shares the spotlight with son Ryan

Above right — Action from the Minor Units rugby final as Cfn David
Armstrong (3 Fd Wksp) attracts the attentions of LCpl Steve
Thomas (left) and Spr Mick Brian of 24 Fd Sqn RE. Capt Hamish

Robson (back left) closes in

Lt Col (Retd) Tug Lawson (right) receives the Army indoor 560kg tug

of war cup on behalf of the Junior Leaders Regiment Royal Artillery
from Maj Gen Chris Ticehurst, Commander Medical UKLF.

The championships were Col Lawson’s last after 40 years of
service to the sport. He personally trained and encouraged
hundreds of young soldiers in tug of war, taking gunner teams to
Army indoor and outdoor titles. As coach of JLR RA, he produced
teams to win national youth titles and to represent England.

against QEMH or MoD(A), 1
R Anglian against 42 Svy Regt
RE, 22 Regt RA against Royal
School of Signals, and HQNI
against 12 RSME.

The last eight in the Minor
competition were: Veh and

Weapons Branch Chertsey v
AAColl Chepstow or Depot R
Irish; 7 Regt AAC v ATR
Bassingbourn; 24 Airmobile
Brigade v 9 Ord Bn or 27 Regt
RCT; Scottish Div Depot v 238
Sig Sqn.

Airborne
Gunners
triumph

WINNERS of the Army Major
and Minor Units (UK) rugby
championships played at Alder-
shot were the 7th Parachute
Regiment Royal Horse Artil-
lery and 3 Field Workshops
REME.

The Airborne Gunners, who
beat the I1st Battalion, The
Royal Welch Fusiliers by 11
points to three in the senior
final, have now won the UK
title four times in a row and
eight times in nine years.

Their latest success, achieved
in near-hurricane winds and
heavy rain at the Military
Stadium, was achieved by way
of two Howard Graham
first-half penalties and a
second-half try by skipper
WO2 Martin Lewis.

Gareth Thomas kicked a
penalty goal for Tidworth-
based 1 RWF.

In contrast, conditions the
following day were consider-
ably better for the Minor Units
final in which 3 Fd Wksp
REME defeated 24 Field
Squadron RE by six points to

Sgt Guy Mountjoy, the 3 Fd
Wksp REME skipper, with the
Minor Units trophy

five. The sappers took the lead
when centre Thorpe crossed
the line, and Dalton replied
with a penalty goal just before
the interval.

A second Dalton penalty late
in the second half rewarded
much REME pressure, and 3
Fd held on to their one-point
advantage despite a series of
handling moves in the closing
encounters.

A NEW world record for
the medium girder bridge
competition was set by 21
Engineer Regiment at the
1992 Sapper Games hosted
by 28 Engineer Regiment at
Hameln.

Nienburg-based 21 Regt
also won the badminton,
basketball, rugby and tug of
war events, but the most
successful team overall were
the hosts, who triumphed in
six events — cross country,
football, hockey, orienteer-
ing, shooting and volleyball.

Athletes to

iures' Mike Perring

go indoors
at Cosford

THE INDOOR Inter-Services
athletics competition at RAF
Cosford on March 3 will
include a full programme of
track and field events. Entries
should be received by the
secretary of the Army Athletic
Association at Aldershot by
February 15.

The second Inter-Corps cross
country championships at the
Training Battalion and Depot
RAOC at Blackdown on March
10 will be run over a six-mile
course. The women’s race will
be run over four miles.

Entries for the Fleet half
marathon on March 21 close on
February 28. The Army Inter-
Unit and individual half
marathon championships are
being held within the event.

Skiers sponsored

ON BEHALF of the Army
Winter Sports Association, Maj
Gen Graham Hollands, chair-
man of BAOR Ski Association,
has received a sponsorship
cheque for £18,100 from
Clerical Medical Investment
Group.

And the Royal Armoured
Corps Nordic ski cham-
pionships, held at Les Saisies in
France, have been sponsored

for the first time by Naafi
financial services. Lt Col Mark
Goodson, chairman of RAC
Nordic skiing, received a
cheque for £3,000 from Naafi’s
John Loaring.

The money will be used to
subsidise RAC skiers at their
annual training camp and to
send a team to the Canadian
Army championships in
Quebec.
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[ INTER-SERVICES TEAM BOXING

Tenth
team
title
on the
cards

ANY DOUBTS about the
Army’s ability to sustain a
stranglehold on Services team
boxing for a tenth consecutive
year were dispelled at Alder-
shot on January 21, writes

John Elliott.

The Royal Air Force posed a
genuine threat after their
dramatic return to Inter-

Services competition last win-
ter, but they were simply swept
aside by an Army squad rich in
technique, talent, enthusiasm
and power.

The 8-2 winning margin
accurately reflected the Army’s
superiority, and will drum out
ominous signals to the Royal
Navy, who host the soldiers at
Portsmouth on February 18.

Of several literally stunning
performances, none were more
loudly acclaimed than those of
light-welterweight Spr Jhapat
Singh Bhujel (QGE), the first
Gurkha to box in Army
colours, and heavyweight LBdr
Vinny Jones (32 Hy Regt RA).

“Jap” Bhujel lived up to
coach WO2 Mick Gannon’s
pre-season expectations with an
awesome first round defeat of
Combined Services champion
Jar Tech Darren Rudd. The
referee twice intervened to give
Rudd standing counts, then
wisely ushered the over-
whelmed airman to his corner
to save him further punish-
ment.

Jones’s victory over the
much bigger SAC Paul Fiske
was a triumph of courage and
spirit. Although out-reached
and out-gunned, Jones’s non-
stop, close-quarter aggression
eventually reduced Fiske to
shambling impotence.

Pte Bob Basford (1 Staffords)
produced an impressive, ma-
ture performance against SAC
Tom Bath, discouraging the
potentially dangerous airman
50

Jnr Tech Darren Judd (right) sportingly adds his congratulatiohs to the applause for Spr “Jap”

as referee Lt Cdr Neil Bennett RN raises the Gurkha’s arm

Bhujel

Calm before the storm: The Army team stands to attention for the National Anthem. From left are
coach WO2 Gannon, Fus Duncan, Fus Greenslade, Pte Basford, LCpl Powell, Spr Bhujel, team captain
LCpl Bessey, LCpl Innes, LCpl Ollerhead, Pte Treslove and LBdr Jones

with hard, accurate combina-
tions, while L.Cpl Vinny Powell
(59 Ind Cdo Sgn RE) started
cautiously against Cpl Tony
Reynolds, shook him with a
right at the end of the first,
then knocked him out early in
the second.

When LCpl Lee Innes (3 Trg
Regt RE) stepped up a gear
midway through a one-sided
light-middleweight contest, in-
ternational referee Cdr Rod
Robertson of the Royal Navy
sensibly sent Cpl Sean Pepperal
back to his corner.

LCpl Jeff Ollerhead (1
Kings), who turned last year’s
Army-RAF contest by getting
off the canvas to stop Pepperal,
stepped up to middleweight
and earned a unanimous verdict

over SAC Jerry Brown after an
uncompromising, gutsy three-
rounder.

The two RAF successes were
delivered by Combined Ser-
vices champions bantamweight
SAC Owen Spensley, and
light-heavy SAC John Gosling.
Royal Welch Fusilier Danny
Greenslade’s determination was
not enough to prevent Spensley
picking him off, while the
exciting Gosling produced the
punch of the evening, a short
left hook which stopped Pte
Paul Treslove (1 Para) in his
tracks a minute and 22 seconds
into their second round.

Flyweight Fus Dale Duncan
(1 RRF) and LCpl Chris Bessey
(27 Regt RCT at welterweight
were given walk-overs.

The evening, sponsored by
PLC Services Ltd, with
additional support from Naafi
and Lonsdale, started with two
non-championship contests.

Welterweight Fus Tony
Marsden (2 RRF) forced Cpl
Leroy Francis to retire in the
second round, and Pte Jason
Mills (3 Para) was given a split
decision over light-middle-
weight Cpl Jeff Robinson.

Flyweight — Fus D Duncan, walkover;
bantam - Fus D Greenslade lost to SAC O
Spensley, pts u; feather - Pte R Basford
beat SAC T Bath, pts u; light — LCpl V Powell
beat Cpl A Reynolds, ftbc 2; light-welter —
Spr J Bhujel beat Jnr Tech D Rudd, rsc 1;
welter - LCpl C Bessey, walkover:
light-middle — LCpl L Innes beat Cpl S
Pepperal, rsc 2; middle — LCpl J Ollerhead
beat SAC J Brown, pts u; light-heavy — Pte
P Treslove lost to SAC J Gosling, ftbc 2;
heavy — LBdr V Jones beat SAC P Fiske,
puts u.

Pictures: Mike Perring
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FANTASTIC VALUE AT ONLY £10,995.00

(Plus Delivery)

HIGH SPECIFICATION

@® POWER STEERING @ ELECTRONICALLY TUNED STEREO RADIO CASSETTE
@ SIX SPEAKER SYSTEM @ CENTRAL LOCKING @ ABS (ANTI LOCK BRAKES) ® HEATED FRONT
SEATS WITH LUMBAR SUPPORT @ TRICO PLUSH UPHOLSTERY @ SPLIT FOLD REAR SEATS
® SIPS (SIDE IMPACT PROTECTION SYSTEM) @ INTEGRATED CHILD SAFETY SEAT IN REAR
ARM REST @ CATALYTIC CONVERTOR WITH LAMBDA SOND @ TINTED WINDOWS @ FRONT
AND REAR FOG LAMPS @ HEAD LAMP WASH/WIPE @ REAR WINDOW WASH/WIPE
® FIVE THREE POINT INERTIA REEL SEAT BELTS @ CHILD PROOF DOOR LOCKS

LOW RATE STERLING FINANCE

We are delighted to offer one of the lowest Sterling Interest Rates in the export
market at Only 8.5% flat
Finance example: - 10% deposit of £1100.00 - finance amount of £9895 — repayable
by 60 monthly payment of £236.00 (APR 16.2%)-finance subject to status*

LOW RATE INSURANCE

The Volvo 940 S, due to the recognisable safety record of Volvo and its owners, enjoys
one of the lowest insurance rates in its class. (Group 15, old Group 6).
To find out more, either post the coupon or call 0707 262388

To: Volvo Tourist and Diplomat Sales. Please tell me more about how | might benefit from tax-free purchase. Ref SOL
Name:

Address:

Telephone Number: S Office:

| am interested in: 440 Hatchback [ 460 Saloon || 480 Hatchback [ |
200/700/900 series : UK Spec D European spec D

Volvo Concessionaires Ltd (Diplomat & Export Sales), PO Box 200, Hatfield, Herts AL9 7AR

Telephone: Head Office 0707 262388, Fax: 0707 261712. VOLVO

*Full details of finance rates and charges and a written quotation are available on request.
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ion, The Royal

%8 Irish Regiment are pictured moments

B before they launched the final attack

: during Exercise Rock Rose in Cyprus.

¢ The battalion will merge with the regi-

- ment's 2nd Battalion in August. Report
and more pictures inside.
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Sappers such as these from 42 Field
Squadron RE have raised the standard
of living at Vitez by good planning
before installing accommodation units
at 1 Cheshire battalion group’s main
base in Bosnia. More Op Grapple
reports and pictures inside. '






