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he General Who Never Had Enough - Crete, the German airborne ann 
was no longo~ a factor in World 
war  Two. 

In the Westem Daat, W a d ' s  
inncbguatc foras failed to b a t  
RomnmI, but in withdrawing he 
lcft behind the garrison OfTObrUk. 
a dagger in theG~man side which 
prevented the Afrika Korps' 
Furthcrad-into Egypt. When 
W a d  kft the Middlc East them 
was still much to do, but he had 
made its doing possibk. 

Five months after he became 
Commander-inChief in India. 
theJapan~scstruck. Againhewas 
fighting with inadequate forces 
and materials, and against an 
cnuny whoac power had not been 
fonsson. HebeFametheABDA 
(Amer ican-Br i t i sh-Dutch-  
Australian) Commander in the 
southmst Pncific,opemting from 
a hurriedly sst up headquarters in 
Java He was trying to stem the 
Jpppneg invasion on a front Moo 
m i k  from eart to west and 3OOO 
miles from north to south. It was 
a hopkss task. 

With the fall of Singapore and 
Java, he vent back to India to 
pian the deFcna of that sub- 
continsnt and the rOCOnqwst of 
Bunna He initiated the brilliant 
Wingate ampaign of 1943. He 
also iwnched a risky, and un- 
sucrxssful, attack in the Arakan 
but, as the author says, " w n ~ ~ n e  
had to fight the I-." 

when he bccam Viceroy of 
India, he had wnduded 14 cam- 
paigns in just under four years. 
He had, says the author, "dincted 
the most extraordinary victory, 
and had westhed the most 
humiliating defeat, known to 
British arms." 

HE&tgmtmMhryk.Qto.ppumtbeAn*dddeh 
W a i d W a r T I o 1 u F k l d - ~ M W a v c l l .  H b h -  
rL*rd r*.bLtdQ.hnyl rtlLtO0fe-w m e n d  

l acphrus is f romTbsCam- Dger tFomhadrun i t se l f toa  
paislls of Wavdl, 1939-1943" standstill, 650 miLs on, it had 
(Cad / ,  21s) by Robat Wooll- tpLen I30,oOO Prisonwg 
wmbc. ~ . u t h o r ' r ~ p t i o n s  Thiacampaignwashrrlyurdcp 
of thc cmpaigm BIt brief, clear, way wbnqwithmothsrembbr's 
a lmost  racy, and  present a stroke, W a d  lcmovcd the am- 
gcmcds.cyc view of prt idar s o d  4th Indian Division-hdf 
intenst to those who saw the the Wesmn Desut Fonwnd 
fighting from a l a w  level. replaced it with the raw 6th 

Calcul.ted - was m of Australian Division. The Indians 
Wadl's chanrctcristics, and he 
M i a g n e r a l s h o u l d h a v e a n  Itplians' East African anpin, 

wen needed for his 9ttacL on the 

duncnt,of the gambk. In May, MM) miles away. Hem, in four 
1941, with five campaigns on his months, Z5O.W enany tmow 
hands at once. he Rmprkcd that m m t  out of the war. 

T t . o l i t t l c - r s l h t U a e r g w * p a t d m  
W n d l N . h r a i b . l a g r P L  

~,~~~~ 
U .  -=. He $= 
14 p~c.lk.~ b fav -. 
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we wen ao wak "the only thing 
we can do is attack." 

His initial campaign in the 
westan Dgert is the classic 
example of bddness RwudCd. 
Bringing into cxistenoe the Long 

DesM Group. he sent this 
handful of mn off to harass the 
Italians-leaving exactly three 
machimgum in lcscrve for the 
whole Middlc Epst Then, with 
hiS€KUnOUSl%iItyTMWIld,hC 
IaundKd an attack on thc Italian 
folrcs of which thas Hat S0,oOO 
on the wrong side of the EgyPtinn 
frontier h. when his Westem 

nl& mc fll!nous victories, 
wononashoclmy, a tonic for 
British fighting men waywhere. 
T h a c m m o r r v i c t o r i e s t o  
conm, in Syria and Inq, and there 
wen defeats. On both victoria 

tiom of victory in the Mid& 
East and elsswhruc. 

Wavell desaikd the campaign 
in Grrme 88 "in the nature of a 
gamble," but "not d l y  such a 
forlorn hops from themilitary 
point ofview as it may m from 
its mulw." One of its r o ~ t l t s  was 
to dislocate the Gmfian time 

ryddisartaambuiltthefoundp- 

tabk and aet back the invasion of 
R ~ i a  by five wsdw. Thc Gar- 
nmm m within 40 miks of 
Marmu when the Russian winter 
struck them; but the otacomc on 
the Eurtem Fmnt might have 
bcor dilfacnt I d  they had those 
five prsious wedo before the 

The battle of Crete yielded cycn 
more positive reuclts Thc de- 
fardcrs of the idsrd mauled the 
German a i rbo rne  corps  so 
smrcly that its plans to drop next 
on Cypnu and thcn on the S W  
canal m d e d .  After 

Mow3 came. 

On The Run In Italy 
sent to work with a fomd labour 
gang, but oncc more he csfaped 
and rcjoincd his Italian friends. 

In Rome, Coloncl Fwman 
joinedthefnmouscacapeorgmh- 
rion nm by an lrbh priest from 
insids thevptian ~manyllxdngs 
wcn hdd$ .pplopriatcly, in the 
German College) and  which 
arranged accommodation and 
providcdfoodaadf~*tity 
ardr for d y  m CKapcd 
pimaaS. most of thcm British. 
It waswwcllorgpnigd thatsvar 
--prrantrdcvay 
mth. 

unh.ppily, the 0rPmi.ltion 
was b y e d  and the author, with 
m y  of his mmndeq W M  again 
amslcd. ThistimctheGarmns 
sent him &mad by min to 

Beleaguered Berlin 

SERMCES CENTRAL BOOK DEPOT ~ ~ - ~ - ~ . . ~ ~ ; . f o . r  

Wgt Berlin to fall into their 
hmdslikearipcplum. 

H o w t h e A l l i a a n s w c r e d ~  
is told in " k h n  

Blockade," by Max Charlea 
(Wingafe, 1%). 

The author rrmkcs a factual and 
dispassionate examination of 
what hsppncd in k l i n  d e  
thew& leading up to the block- 
ade. As the R ~ d n n a  tightemd 
their shmgkhold in J u m  and the 
airlift was started. me Times 
aounded a note of caution: 'Food 
can be brought in by air, but on 







M a r k s m e n  n 
The Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers shone 
at this year's Army championships, the last at which the 
bolt-action rifle will be  used. An armourer sergeantmajor 
won the Queen's Medal and the Corps won ten trophies 

N thr YU \cars since the contest 
was in;we?urated, there has 
hem no : m r c  popular or I deserving Army Kifle ('ham- 

pion than 44-year-old Annoarer 
Sergeant-Major tiric Mitchell, ul  
4 Training Battalion, Royal Eler- 
t r i a l  and Mechanical Engineers. 

He has won the coveted Queen3 
Medal for the Army's best rills 
shot at his twelfth attempt in what 
may he his last appearance at 
Bisley, for he retires after 30 years' 
service next year. He has coni- 
peted every year since 1948, has 
only once failed to win a place in 
the top ten and in 1952 was 
runner-up. 

This year, ASM Mitchell went 
to the firing point on the last day 
with a lead of  eight points over his 
nearest rival and held on to win by 
two points, scoring 582 out of a 
possible 700. Captain C .  Ellis. 
Royal Engineers, was second with 
580 and Captain H. J. Orpen- 
Smellie, of the Parachute Regi- 
ment, third with 576. 

Highest score of the day was 
186 by Quartermaster Sergeant- 
Instructor J. Atkinson, of the 
Small Arms School Corps, whose 
enbrt won him the Army Hundred 
cup. 

ASM Mitchell's triumph set the 
seal on a memorable Bisley for the 
Royal Electrical and Mechanical 
Engineers and, in particular, for 
his own unit. The 4th Training 
Battalion, last year the first non- 
Infantry unit to win the Major 
Unit championship (King's Royal 
Rifle Corps Cup), retained the 
title and carried off seven team 
and individual trophies, were 
runners-up in three competitions 
and gained two third places. The 
Corps had 18 men in the Army 
100 and in all won ten cups, with 
six m n d  places and two thirds. 

There were 614 starters in the 
Army championship and the top 
100 comprised a colonel, eight 
majors, 14 captains, three lieu- 
tenants, two second-lieutenants, 
two officer-cadets, 26 sergeant- 
majors, 29 staff-sergeants and 
sergeants, seven corporals, five 
lancecorporals, two privates and 
a Sapper. 

The Army was eclipsed in tlie 
Methuen Cup competition the 
only inter-Services event in the 
Army meeting-and the highly- 
prized trophy went to HMS 
Excclleirr, tlie fourth non-Ammy 
team to win it in the last six years. 
But the Army won the inter- 
Services long range match in the 
Royal Navy Rifle Association's 
championships which preceded 
the Army meeting. 

Staff-Sergeant Uesniond King- 
don. REME, Queen's Medal 
winner i n  1956, fared badly in the 
Army championships this year 
but carried off the Victory Cup 
(individual sub-machine-gun) with 
a one-point victory over (.'olour- 
Sergeant R. Foss, Seaforth H i g h  
landers. who won the Suh. 

Machine-Gun Cup by two points 
from Captain H. C. Ingolby, 3rd 
Training Regiment. Royal Engin- 
eers. 

The Young Otficers' Cup went 
to Lieutenant M. H. White, Sea- 
lorth Highlanders, with a score of  
505, and the Rifle Brigade Cup for 
the champion young soldier to 
I.ance-Corporal P. Moppett, 2nd 
Training Regiment. Royal Signals. 

Winners of other major trophies 
were: Britannia Trophy (rifle 
team match): 1st Battalion. Sea- 
forth Highlanders; W orcester- 
shire Cup (light inachine-gun 
pairs) : Quartermaster-Se, geant- 
Inst ructor  H .  Lawrence and 
Bugle-Major Raird, 1)epot Green 
Jackets; Eastern Command Cup 
( L M G  team): 4th Training Batta- 
lion, KEME: Parachute Regi- 
ment <'up (SMG team): Highland 
Brigade Depot: Small Arms Cup 
lriile and L ~ M G  team): Kinds 
Royal Kifle COrps, RASC c;, 
Ifor champion minor unit): High- 
land Brigade Depot 

To accusloni competitors to the 
changed conditions next year, 
when the F N  self-loading rifle will 
be used, many new figure targets 
were used. 

Tttis innovation had a mixed 
reception. Colonel J. A. Macken- 
/le DSO MC'. chairman of  the 
Army Rifle Association, told 
SOLDIER: "The old-timers may 
!not l ike the changes but we must 
move with the times. In a few 
years we hope to have electronic 
targets and ranges." 

Regimental Quartermaster- 
Sergeant George Armstrong, of 
the Grenadier Guards, who won 
the Queen's Medal in 1951 and 
1955. commented: "The changes 
upset some of the experienced 
men. A good shot on the old tar- 
get might mean a miss on a new 
one." 

''Zr 

ment, 22 Locating Battery, Royal 
Artillery and the School of 
Artillery at Larkhill-helped to 
man the butts. 

At the National Rifle Associa- 
tion meeting which followed the 
Army events, ASM Mitchell won 
the Regular and Territorial Army 
Cup with 173 out o f  a possible 
200, with Captain Malpas second, 
three points behind. For the 
second year in succession Sergeant 
S. J. Graham won the Queen's 
Medal for the best shot in the 

For the first time this year. Territorial Army. 
Gunners-from 42 Field Re JOHN STEELE 

Svecesr ar Bislcy depends Inr,& on rhe m m  behind rhr SCCIICS in rhr mmowcrs' 
shop. Here. A Q M S  W. Wake/irld ondS/S~.r C. Elsdoom orrrhnulrifles for Gun- 
ner G. Hillnrby (left) and Ctzdd-Cormwal H. Klciner (Conadion Army Caders). 
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L  eti in 
London's 
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A- 
A constable now receiver (570 P London allowance f20 a year-and 
year after completing his two years' other substantial allowances. in- 
probationary period (starting pay. cluding comfortable free quar- 
even while training, fS10). rising to ters or payment in lieu. If you are 
f69i and a pension of more than between 19 and 30. 5ft. 8inr. or 
L a  p.a. after 30 years. A Chief over. in good health and want a jab 
Superintendent gets f1.805 a year. of interest and variety. write to-day 
with a pension of more than for an ~nteryiew. Return fare to 
L1,OOO p.a. after 30 years. London will be refunded. 
The highest ranks, with salaries W H Y  NOT jOlN THE SENIOR CADETS 
exceedingCZ,OOO,areopen toall. AT I8 YEARS 4 MONTHS AND START 

YOUR CAREER EARLIER! join the 

METROPOLITAN POLICE 

I I Nome 

Addrrrr I 
A S  I 
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POST T H I S  COUPON TODAY! -----, 
I 

TO Dopt. A.615 Now Scotland Yard. I.W.1 
Pltarc rcnd i l lvrt ioted booklet which tclli me obovt xhc Mctropoiimn Polire. r---- 
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