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SOLDIER
to soldier

Farewell
to a friend

IT BECAME movingly
¢lear during the national
tidal wave of grief follow-
ing the death of Diana,
Princess of Wales, that she
had touched all our lives.

Small cameos of her
caring nature were evident
when in February 1992
the Princess sent her
thoughts to the Army in
the Gulf through a mes-
sage published in this mag-
azine, and again with her
get-well wishes and flowers
to our campaigning
columnist Anne Arm-
strong before Anne’s own
untimely death in 1993.

The military communi-
ty has many fond memo-
ries of this personable
princess and with the
world watching the British
Army played with bril-
liance a significant role in
the awesome drama of her
funeral.

IN SHOCK

Like many others our
chief photographer Terry
Champion had camped all
night outside Westminster
Abbey to record the sad
proceedings.

Days earlier, with the
world reeling in shock at
the news from Paris, we
had been able to hold up
production of our last fort-
nightly edition just long
enough to include early
tributes from her regi-
ments.

Now, although it is not
how we would have wished
to mark the launch of the
new monthly Soldier, we
are proud to pay tribute
more fully in words and
pictures.

o o0

Soldier really does reach
the parts that other publi-
cations don’t. No fewer
than 67 former pupils of St
George’s School, Hong
Kong, found themselves
swapping stories at the
National Army Museum in
Chelsea after their reunion
notice appeared in this
magazine’s Searchline
column.
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Yiew from the top

We have the fin
soldiers there a

GEN Sir Roger Wheeler, the Chief of the
General Staff, believes that the British
Army produces the “finest soldiers there
are” and has paid tribute to the compas-
sion of troops serving in Bosnia.

He told Soldier: “There is something
about the British soldier which causes
them to want to help people, which par-
ticularly struck the Secretary of State
when he was in Bosnia. The level of com-
mitment of young soldiers was something
he just hadn’t expected to find.

“Whatever the newspapers say about us
finding it difficult to recruit numbers of
people who are physically and mentally
suited to the Army I have no doubt at all
that the product of the training system
provides us with the finest soldiers there
are.”

In a wide-ranging interview on issues
affecting soldiers and their families, CGS
spoke about the prospects of reducing
overstretch, the role of women, recruit-
ing, the importance of sport, and the need
to retain an element of fun and challenge.

Asked about opening up roles to

WOMEN'S ROLES

women, Gen Wheeler said: “The vast
majority of people in the Army today are
not in any way concerned about working
with women, be they NCOs, warrant offi-
cers or officers. The Army Board is
actively looking to broaden the employ-
ment of women. I want to want to empha-
sise my total commitment to equal
opportunities. I want the very best people
in the right jobs.”

Gen Wheeler believes the current
defence review will lead to a better bal-
ance between the Army’s commitment
and its size and capability. But he warned
that overstretch would not disappear
overnight.

“To some extent overstretch is caused
by operational deployments and'we don’t
really have any choice. On the other hand,
the review may give us an opportunity to
achieve a better balance between opera-
tional commitments — and everybody
should be gquite clear that we exist for
operations — and other demands.

“I’m well aware of the fact that not only
do we need to train to be competent, but
we need to recognise a large proportion of
the Army is married. Those soldiers need
time with their families, time to attend
career courses, and time to have some of
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Everybody
should be
quite clear
that we

exist for

operations
(and other
demands)

Gen Sir Roger
Wheeler, Chief of
the General Statff

the fun side of the Army, which under the
pressure of events I am only too well
aware is less than it was.”

CGS does not know whether or not the
Army’s involvement in Bosnia will cease
when the Stabilisation Force (SFOR)
mandate ends in June. “The British ele-
ment of SFOR is performing an extreme-
ly valuable and timely task in maintaining
the peace and I don’t think any responsi-
ble European nation can just depart and
leave them to get on with it.

“While I wouldn’t call it long term, I

SFOR MANDATE

don’t think that because the SFOR man-
date ends on a particular date we will nec-
essarily leave on that date.”

Media commentators frequently des-
cribe the Army’s post-Cold War role as
that of a “world policeman”. Gen Wheel-
er sees it from a different perspective.

“I wouldn’t put it that way because [
think ‘world policeman’ implies that it’s
peace-keeping. I think the one thing that

Bosnia has made everybody realise is that
peace-making, as Gen Mike Rose distin-
guished the two, means that you have got
to have sufficient military power to deter
warring factions, whoever they are.

“The one reason IFOR was successful
was that the forces that went in were
clearly capable of overmatching, and
therefore deterring, the warring factions
from continuing.”

On the topic of tour gaps, subject of
heated debate for several years, and gen-
erally acknowledged to be too short, CGS
said: “I can’t predict whether the situa-
tion is going to get worse or better,
because I don’t know what’s going to
happen in the Northern Ireland peace
process. What I do know is that during
the last cease-fire we were able to drop the
force levels gradually by three battalions
in the Province, which had the effect of
easing the overstretch.

“By and large, young soldiers want to
go on operations, and interestingly the

® Turn to Page 11



Feature

Royal Highland Fusiliers in West Belfast, Welsh Guards in Armagh

Tam-o'-shanter signals
fresh chance for peacep

Report: Graham Bound

Pictures: Mike Weston
WHEN Fus Aaron Tennant of B Compa-
ny, the 1st Battalion, The Royal Highland
Fusiliers, based at Fort Whiterock in West
Belfast, became the first soldier since the
IRA cease-fire to step onto the streets of
West Belfast wearing not a combat helmet
but the tam-o’-shanter of his regiment, a
crowd of photographers and cameramen
were on hand to record the moment.

That image of the young soldier was
carried on television and the front pages of
newspapers across Britain, and, briefly at
least, Fus Tennant seemed to symbolise
the Army’s willingness to respond in a
positive way to any chance for peace.

So far, the gesture appears to have been
justified. Although smaller terrorist org-
anisations, such as the Irish National Lib-
eration Army, the Continuity Army
Council and the Loyalist Volunteer Force
have refused to declare a cease-fire, there
have been relatively few serious incidents.

That is not to say that hostility to the
Army and police presence is a thing of the
past. In parts of the city that the soldiers
describe simply as “hard”, patrols still
suffer barrages of abuse and stones.

NON-HOSTILE

But Capt Ed Fenton, who commands B
Coy, 1 RHF at Springfield Road RUC
Station and regularly leads his men down
the famous Falls and Grosvenor Roads,
said that such incidents are less frequent
now. “We’ve made a real effort to get on
with them, keep smiles on our faces and
project ourselves as non-hostile. The atti-
tudes among people on the roads is differ-
ent.”

Capt Taff Lines who, with three NCO
medics, runs the Fort Whiterock medical
post, said there was plenty of room for
improvement. “During most of the tour,”
said the QARANC nurse, “we have treat-
ed a ‘bricking’ injury every other day.”

Bricks and bottles paled into insignifi-
cance, though, alongside the aggression
that surrounded the pre-cease-fire loyalist
marching season. As the crowds became
violent, 1 RHF were shoulder-to-shoulder
with the RUC as they attempted to bring
the riots under control. Baton rounds had
to be fired in response to petrol bombs
lobbed at soldiers and police.

In Northern Ireland
the IRA cease-fire is
on and Army helmets
are off. But what else
has changed for the
men and women who
garrison the
Province’s traditional
trouble spots? Soldier
visited the roulement
battalions in West
Belfast and South
Armagh to find out

Maj Paul Cartwright, who commands A
Coy based at Woodburn RUC station,
said terrorist suspects had tried to make
full use of the rioters. “The crowds would
try to draw us into the estates, and then
melt away, giving the snipers a clear field
of view.”

Grenades and “coffee jar” bombs were
thrown at patrols on two occasions. Luck
and training ensured there were no serious
injuries. The memory of one artack even
brought a wry smile to the face of Maj
Cartwright. The Woodburn company had
borrowed a Saxon armoured personnel
carrier from another base and, in the dis-
turbance, the vehicle took the full blast of
a grenade. “The blokes who lent the
Saxon to us weren’t too impressed when
we returned it to them.”

The cease-fire has meant that the RUC
can spend less time on anti-terrorism
operations, and more on the routine work
that is the bread and butter of any police
force. Soldiers of 1 RHF continue to
patrol with the men and women in green,
and, although reduced, the usual ratio of
soldiers to RUC officers remains high.
Cease-fire or not, no one takes any
chances.

Despite almost two months of relative

Time for smiles. LCpl Dean Partulovic
makes friends with the locals

peace, some of the basic realities of roule-
ment battalion life have not changed. Off
duty still means staying on base, and for B
Coy at the Springfield Road RUC station
it means not even enjoying the comfort of
a beer.

It seems like a sensible precaution for Lt
Scott Henderson. “This is an isolated sta-
tion and we have to be ready for a call out

. at any time. But we have a small gym, and

the police let us use their snooker and
video rooms and their sauna.”

Nevertheless, Northern Ireland’s
famously beautiful countryside beckons,
and it is hoped that fusiliers might get a
chance to enjoy walking, canoeing and
rock climbing before they return to their
base in Germany.

But such pleasures, like so much in
Northern Ireland, depends upon peace
being consolidated and until it is, the
fusiliers keep up their guard and try to
make friends.

It can be done, as Fus Joe Walker
demonstrated. The young soldier and his
patrol were the first to reach the victims of
a car crash, and Fus Walker gave first aid
to a seriously injured man. “The crash
victim had internal injuries, but I was able
to stabilise him and keep him conscious
until the paramedics arrived,” he
explained.

The resident of a fiercely republican
housing estate was in surgery for four
hours, bur he survived. A few days later
the man’s son arrived at the formidable
gates of Fort Whiterock with a bottle of
whisky and a card.

“It was a strange situation, because I
don’t think he’d ever spoken to a soldier.
But I felt great for him. They are an all-
right family.”

The fusiliers would like to think that
somewhere in West Belfast there is a
young civvy prepared to return the com-
pliment.

... but there's no

“IT HAS often been said there are more
terrorists here per square yard than any-
where else in the Province. There have
been 56 soldiers, including two Welsh
Guards, killed here since 1971, mostly by
snipers.”

The curt briefing from Maj Robert
Talbot Rice, the officer commanding
Prince of Wales’s Company, Welsh
Guards in Crossmaglen, leaves one in no
doubt that, cease-fire or not, Armagh is
still regarded as a hostile area. It is not
possible to escape the fact that the terror-

October 1997 SOLDIER

ist suspects are still there and claim to have
widespread support among the mainly
rural community. The Welsh Guards have
not dropped their guard.

The battalion arrived in the county six
months ago, and immediately deployed
from the HQ at Bessbrook Mill near
Newry, with its ever-busy helicopter oper-
ations centre, to bases at Newtownhamil-
ton, Forkhill and, of course, Crossmaglen.
The bases are all adjacent to RUC sta-
tions, a link which is vital now that the
policy of “police primacy” gives the RUC
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Keeping up
the guard.
Fus Tom
McKelvie

1 RHF on
patrol in
West
Belfast

the leading role in directing operations.
The bases are highly defended patrol cen-
tres, but, crucially, they also support the
string of permanent observation towers
that have become something of a symbol
of the Armagh area. From within the lofty
QOPs, protected by multiple layers of
barbed wire and protective cages, the
Welsh Guards keep a watch over the wind-
ing lanes that criss-cross both sides of the
nearby border, and have in the past been
the arteries of terrorist activity.

At Crossmaglen camp all personnel

let-up in Armagh

arrive or deploy by helicopter; usually fast
Lynx aircraft. APCs are the usual trans-
port in Belfast but such vehicles are not
routinely used in the open landscape of
Armagh. The “Welcome to Crossmaglen”
sign that greets personnel stepping on to
the helipad is definitely someone’s idea of
ironic humour. )

In spite of this, Crossmaglen is in many
ways a normal, small country town. Each
week farmers travel to the town’s market,
driving along the six main roads that con-

® Turn to Page 9
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verge on the central square. But terrorist
suspects have also used the routes, which
is where the Army’s most heavily defend-
ed and prominent OP comes in.

Borucki Sangar’s dried paint, scorch
marks and chipped concrete are testament
to the variety of missiles that have been
thrown at the mini-fortress.

The most spectacular attack took place
before the Guards’ arrival, when a stolen
agricultural muck-spreader was filled with
diesel and petrol and used as a flame
thrower. The sangar was engulfed in
flames, but the soldiers inside ' were
unscathed.

Gdsm Carl Harris and Craig Wilson
were among the small team who had just
emerged from a six-month stint in the
cramped “super sangar”. They told how
they been “bricked” almost every day, and
how during the Drumcree riots that
marked the loyalist marching season,
Borucki was bombarded with petrol
bombs (the local youths were not short of
ammunition: there was a bottle bank in
the town square).

JUST A NUISANCE

“You're on your own there. That’s the
worst part,” said Gdsm Harris. “It could
be worrying during the early days, but by
the end of our time there, those sort of
things were just a nuisance.”

Borucki was not the only installation to
be a tempting targets before the cease-fire.
At Newtownhamilton the Welsh Guards
discovered a primed “Barrack Buster”
mortar just before the timed firing mecha-
nism went off. The massive bomb landed
metres from the base perimeter, gauging
out a crater.

Another incident reminded the Welsh
Guards that there was a far more personal
threat in the form of snipers. In late March
a joint Welsh Guards-RUC patrol was
leaving the Forkhill base when it came
into the sights of an IRA sniper. Constable
Ronnie Galway was hit, but survived
thanks to first aid from other patrol mem-
bers. There was some satisfaction when,
just a few weeks later, a suspected sniper
was arrested.

The threat of attack has never kept the
Welsh Guards off the roads and rural
tracks.

“Dicking” — terrorist suspects and sym-
pathisers trying to watch the security
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Gdsm Carl Harris (left) and Craig Wilson endured brickings and petrol bombs in Borucki

Sangar (seen in the background)

forces and report their movements — was
seemingly routine at times and sometimes
led to an attempted IRA “shoot”. Patrol
commander Sgt Mark O’Driscoll remem-
bered the first time he came under direct
threat: “People suddenly began acting
suspiciously. It seemed likely that a sniper
was getting into a firing position and we
would be the target.

“We were later extracted by helicopter,
but that experience reminded me where
we were and what we were doing.”

Since the cease-fire, routine patrolling
has been scaled down, and the troops have
been reminded to remain courteous and
fair-minded with local people. There are
small but encouraging signs that this

development may be paying off. “Out-
right hostility is no longer so evident,” said
Maj Talbot Rice.

But, as Maj Simon Treadgold, OC of 2
Coy at Newtownhamilton explained, no
changes were made without careful con-
sideration, and the guard has not been
dropped. “It would be a shame but no
great strain to return to our previous way
of operating.”

Few groups of people want to see a last-
ing peace in Northern Ireland more than
the Army. But, as Ireland’s great poet W B
Yeats wrote, “peace comes dropping
slow.” Pending its safe arrival, the soldiers
on the ground, and their police col-
leagues, are showing no complacency.
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® From Page 5
retention rates of two units I've visited in
Northern Ireland recently have gone up as a
result of their operational tours.

“I'm particularly aware that for the
Infantry, the Royal Engineers and certain
logistic trades such as petroleum operators
and stores controllers, in a situation like
Bosnia where there is no infrastructure, this
means that individual tours are much more
frequent.

“To an extent the TA has helped ease the
problem, but we are also looking at an
adjustment of the numbers of Regulars we
hold with particular skills necessary for what
I call expeditionary warfare in countries,
such as Bosnia, where the infrastructure has
been destroyed.”

On recruiting, CGS was confident that
the “tremendous effort” being made by the
Army would have a positive effect. “One of
the causes of our recruiting problem is that
we failed to explain when we were undergo-
ing Options for Change that, while we were
declaring ‘middle management’ redundant,
we still needed young, fit recruits coming in.
We did not get that message across, but I
think we are now.”

SPORT A PRIORITY

Gen Wheeler gave an assurance that
sport and adventurous training would
remain a high priority in the Army. “Team
sport particularly, and adventurous training,
provide the artificial psychological challenge
for teamwork, which is what being a soldier
on operations is all about.

“Facing unusual, challenging and danger-
ous situations, within controlled circum-
stances in the case of adventurous training,
prepares people for the mental state they
need to be in for operations.”

The other aspect of it was, he said, that the
Army “needs to be fun”.

And of the future: “I have charged the
Directorate General of Doctrine with carry-
ing out a general study into the time frame
2015 and beyond to see whether our equip-
ment programme and structures are appro-
priate. I don’t see any revolutionary change
in the immediate future, but I can see thatin
15 years or so we might have our operational
formations in a rather different format.

“It is also worth saying that the roles we
find ourselves in at the moment, and are
likely to in the next five years, are of the
peace-keeping, peace-making sort, which
are very demanding on young soldiers in
terms of inter-personal skills.

“They are the contact between the people
whose peace we are trying to keep, which is
why we spend so much time training soldiers
before they go on deployments. And they are
very good at it.”

CGS was interviewed by John Elliott
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The Queen Mother celebrates 60 years as

olonel-in-Chief of The Black Watch with a pho-

tograph at the 1st Battalion’s base at Fort George, Inverness. On the Queen Mother’s right
is the commanding officer, Lt Col Alasdair Loudon, and on her left is Brig Gary Barnett, the
regimental colonel. She spent more than four hours meeting soldiers and their families

Army to leave
isolated island

AFTER forty years, the Army is to with-
draw from one of its most isolated out-
posts, the tiny island of St Kilda. If
everything goes according to plan, the
ten men and one woman who operate
the radar tracking station on the island
will leave on April 1 next year.

But the station, which tracks missiles
launched from the nearby Benbecula
range, will continue to operate in the
care of civilian contractors. Currently
15-strong, their number will be
increased to replace the departing sol-
diers.

The St Kilda radar station is the
responsibility of the Royal Artillery, but
the Royal Engineers, Queen Alexandra’s
Royval Army Nursing Corps and the
Royal Signals are also represented on the
island. Service personnel spend up to six
months there, receiving weekly heli-
copter deliveries of mail and food.

Lt Col Crawford Stoddart, second in
command at the Army base on Benbec-
ula, said that St Kilda’s radars will con-
tinue to be vital for the safe operation of
the Benbecula range. He pointed out
that the equipment scans sea and sky to
ensure the area is free of traffic during

launches. A dedicated tracking radar
monitors the missile firings.

Lt Col Stoddart has mixed feelings
about the hand-over to civilians. “I will
be sad to see the Army leaving after 40
years, but I think that with soldiers cur-
rently facing so many short postings and
disruptions to their lives, one fewer six-
month tour will not be missed.”

St Kilda’s weather and environment
has a hostile reputation. The island has
had no permanent civilian population
since 1930, when the last members of
the declining population, who were find-
ing life increasingly difficult, were evacu-
ated to the mainland.

Don’t miss Soldier’s
superb 1998 calendar

IN ADDITION to their routine duties,
photographers from Soldier have spent
much of the past year recording the
ceremonial side of the British Army.

Some of the more striking pictures
from the portfolio have been selected
for the superb 1998 Soldier/British
Army calendar, which will be available
soon. See the back cover and Page 55
for details.

Picture: Mark Owens
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Wives in the
firing line

IF | asked you to describe a memsahib I'm fairly
confident that you would come up with a faintly
ludicrous figure in an suitably heavy dress who
spent her days ordering the domestic staff

Zimbabwe walkabout

A Northumbrian University OTC member has
become the first Briton to finish the Zimbabwe’s gru-
elling Blue Cross march. -

Mike Potter, who hopes
to go to Sandhurst,
walked 310 miles and
climbed 23,747 feet in an
accumulative time of 90
hours to finish fourth in his
category. He raised more
than £350 for an animal

® | Sappers in low-tech
& anti-mine kit tests

TERRITORIAL Army sap-
pers from Birmingham-
based 225 Field Squadron
(Militia) have  helped
boffins from the University

about.

What you would probably not describe is a
tough, dedicated woman who faced the
prospect of death to follow her soldier husband.

As this year is the 50th anniversary of the inde-
pendence of India and Pakistan we put the focus
in a recent Counterpoint
programme on the past.
Two people who know a
great deal about the Army
and their womenfolk in
India joined us to discuss
the life of the soldier and
his wife during the Indian
Mutiny of 1857.

Julian Humphrys was : ;
involved in organising “Sol- - i
diers of the Raj", an exhibi-
tion at the National Army
Museum in Chelsea, and Jane Robinson has
written a fascinating book on women of the time.

Angels of Albion (published by Penguin in
paperback) tells the story of the appalling mas-
sacres and sieges in which Army families were
involved. The book is full of extracts from letters
and diaries written by women who were there.
Some survived, many did not.

For modern Army wives it makes riveting read-
ing and puts the tribulations of contemporary
camp-following into perspective. Many Army
wives, left to fend for themselves, had no idea
where their husbands were most of the time.
Many died violently and alone just because they
were Army wives.

An interesting aspect was the way in which
British newspapers treated them. When it suited
politicians and editors the wives were portrayed
as harpies who distracted the men and caused
trouble.

POLITICAL INCOMPETENCE

At other times they were symbolic of Britain
herself . . . the Angels of Albion. Finally they
became an inconvenient burden and an embar-
rassing reminder of political incompetence.

Letters and diaries which form the basis of
Angels of Albion tell the story through the filter of
experience. We hear all the petty rivalries and
gossip, we read how Mrs X is a weedy little thing
who gets hysterical.

Someone else is a bossy madam who takes
over the organising of things unasked. We read
of how the rank structure was used when it was
needed and discarded when it was not.

| regretted having allowed so little time to dis-
cuss the stories. There is much to be learned
from this period and both the book and the
National Army Museum exhibition offer invalu-
able views of it.

@ Cari Roberts presents Counterpoint on
BFBS radio. Write to her at BFBS, BFPO 786;
or c/o Soldier.

Gurkha so

Idiers from B Company, 1st Battalion, The Royal Gurkha Rifles weigh

out their kit at their Church Crookham base before flying to Bosnia to assist in the
supervision of elections. A small group from the 119-strong party was guarding
the main British headquarters in Banja Luka while the remainder worked along-
side the 2nd Battalion, The Royal Regiment of Fusiliers around Dornji Vakuf.
During the six-week deployment, they were responsible for assuring freedom
of movement and delivering ballot boxes and papers to towns and villages across

the region.

titersloh clerk’s

poolside rescue

CPL Robert Yarrick, a clerk serving
with 2 Close Support Regiment RLLC
at Gutersloh, Germany, has been
thanked by a man whose life he saved.

Cpl Yarrick was on the spot when a
German civilian collapsed in Giiter-
sloh’s Nord Bath swimming pool. He
gave mouth-to-mouth resuscitation
and heart massage to keep the man
alive until paramedics arrived. They
asked him to continue resuscitating
the victim until they had set up their
equipment.

In all, he spent nearly 30 minutes

working on the man until the medics
were able to take over.

A week later Cpl Yarrick received a

call from the man, by now fully recov-
ered.

@ Two of 2 CS Regt’s squadrons

have been renamed to recognise their
new roles: 23 Divisional Troops Sup-
port Squadron became 23 Brigade
Support Squadron, while 45 Brigade
Support Squadron was retitled 45
Divisional Troops Support Squadron.

of Warwick test compo-
nents of de-mining equip-
ment which could save lives
and limbs in third world
countries.

The engineers were
involved in trials on Salis-
bury Plain of low-tech solu-
tions to the horrendous
anti-personnel mine prob-
lem which exists in coun-
tries such as Angola,
Cambodia, Bosnia and
Afghanistan.

Several plastic explosive charges
were set off by the part-time sappers
to simulate anti-personnel mines as
scientists trialled wheels and flails on
a test frame.

If they prove successful, the compo-
nents could be built locally. It is
intended that cheap two-stroke

Testing: (from left) Spr Andrew Parkin, LCpl
Stephen Parkes, LCpl Alex Carter and LCpl Darrell
Jones with a de-mining equipment trials rig

P

engines, available locally, would drive
the contraptions over ground suspect-
ed of containing mines.

Warwick University’s Development
Technology Unit has been involved in
producing visors and body armour for
local production and its next objective
is a self-propelled mine-clearance flail.

Paras in training
with the Cossacks

BRITISH troops have exercised for
the first time with Ukrainian military
units to strengthen links forged
during peacekeeping duties in
Bosnia.

Soldiers from the 2nd Battalion,
The Parachute Regiment, supported
by Royal Engineers and 23 Parachute
Field Ambulance, trained with air-
borne forces from Ukraine and
Poland during Exercise Cossack
Steppe.

They were visited on the exercise

Vs

~

THE Army has flown an airship in Northern
Ireland to evaluate its suitability as an
observation and communications platform.
Based at Ballykelly, the trials of the Skyship

600B were conducted over North Antrim at

heights above 2,000ft. They were the cul-

mination of a series carried out in the UK to

evaluate the airship for defence and polic-
ing purposes.

@ Essential work will start immediately to
ensure the Army Foundation College is
ready to open at Harrogate in September

next year, Armed Forces Minister Dr John

L

Reid has confirmed.

® New Colours, the first for 25 years,
have been received by the 4/5th Battalion,
The Royal Irish Rangers. The Portadown-
based battalion was presented with the
Colours bearing 76 battle honours during a
parade at St Patrick’s Barracks, Ballymena.

@ Four hundred Territorial Army soldiers
paraded at Belfast's Royal Ulster Agricul-
tural Society Showgrounds during a review
to mark the 50th anniversary of the TA and
Volunteer Reserve Forces in Northern Ire-
land.

@ Britain and South Africa have paved the
way for joint defence research with the sign-
ing of a memorandum of understanding by
Defence Secretary George Robertson and
Joe Modise, the republic's Minister of
Defence.

@ SSAFA Forces Help failed in its bid to
set a new tea-drinking record on T-Day,
June 11, but still managed to raise more than
£100,000 for its work. The worldwide Ser-
vice community drank 151,617 cups of tea in
support of the Big Brew Up. Bad weather

caused several events to be cancelled.
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area by Defence Secretary George
Robertson.

Meanwhile, 300 troops from
Colchester-based 24  Airmobile
Brigade were among 2,500 from four
countries taking part in a large-scale
multi-national peacekeeping exercise
in Belgium.

Exercise Active Ingredient was one
of the most ambitious involving
forces from the Multi-National Divi-
sion Central since its formation in
1994. Units from Belgium, Germany
and the Netherlands make up the
division.

Bodyguard is ex-Para

TREVOR Rees-Jones, sole survivor of
the crash which killed Diana, Princess
of Wales, served with the 1st Battalion,
The Parachute Regiment, for five
years. He served two tours of Northern
Ireland from August 1987 until he left
the Army as a lance corporal in 1993.
He started working for the Al Fayed
family the following year and was
bodyguard to the Princess’s friend,
Dodi Fayed.
Tribute of a nation — Pages 22-25

charity.

The Blue Cross, held
for the first time last year,
is a supreme test of physi-  ~ .
cal and mental stamina. It runs from Zimbabwe's
lowest point at the confluence of the Sabe and Runde
rivers in the south-east to the summit of Mount Nyan-
gani (8,500ft) in the Eastern Highlands.

Full circl for Hon Col

o

Col Robin Drummond (centre, left) is back where
he started after more than 40 years connected with
the Army. He has been appointed Honorary Colonel
of the 7th Battalion, The Royal Anglian Regiment,
based in Sabroan Barracks, Lincoln, where he enlist-
ed as an 18-year-old with the Royal Lincolnshire
Regiment in 1955.

In the years between he commanded 3 R Anglian,
watched the collapse of the Iron Curtain as military
attaché in Prague and trained head-hunting Iban
warriors in Sarawak.

Pictured with him are (top to bottom) Pte Tarquin
Powell, Pte Steve Kane and Pte Matthew Laird.

Mark’s gold standing

There were double honours for
Pte Mark Burge, Light Infantry,
when he completed his 12-
week basic training at the Army
Training Regiment Winchester.

Not only did he win the award
for best all-round recruit, but he
was also presented with the
Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award
at his passing out parade.
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and guaranteed satisfaction

UK Tel: 0113 282 6102
Fax: 0113 282 1457
BAOR tel: 05751 15087
BAOR mobile 0171 5261340
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YOUR PERSONAL TAILOR

Van Dungie House, Meynell Avenue, Rothwell, Leeds LS26 ONU.
DIRECTORS: Kenneth van Dungie (mng); Lilian van Dungie (sec).

e L ﬁ%@ﬁi&nbﬁ@@ﬂm@‘gﬁ'

i

ALDERSHOT GARRISON ARE PROUD TO PRESENT AND INVITE YOU TO
N

\$% . LAST NIGHT OF THE PROMS &
Ze

4y _GabieTel
WILSONS HOGG ROBINSON
Serving HM Forces since 1947

MAIDA GYMNASIUM, QUEENS AVENUE, ALDERSHOT, HANTS
SATURDAY 18th OCTOBER 1997

ephane campany worlk watching |

i

= | . \GENERAL WMHWM TfCKETS
 Main Sponsors: Wilsons Hogq Robinson @ CableTel

£5 per Ticket (Only 1000 seats available) Doors Open:  7.00pm
(Available in advance enclosing small SAE) Concert Starts:  8.00pm
CHARITIES BANDS
The Army Benevolent The Concert Band of
Fund NG The Royal British Legion

" . \‘ (Farnborough Branch)
The Royal British Legion
Poppy Appeal The Royal Army Medical
Corps (V)
Blackwater Valley
Accommodation Projects Vocalists: Julie Hercock

Cindy Stickland

@ Refreshments available during the Interval &

- W@msm«.gerymm@g@@;_ .
mmg Brrs‘ade’andmdmm Garrison

Cheques/Donations should please be made payable to LAST NIGHT OF THE PROMS
All donations received will be equally divided between the Charities nominated

| THE
DUKE OF YORK’S
| ROYAL MILITARY SCHOOL

DOVER

@ Exclusively for the sons and daughters of members and
retired members of the British Army, RAF and
RN/RM.

® 490 pupils 11+ to 18 all boarders, 110 Sixth Formers.

e

@ Caring family atmosphere.
@ Pupil : Teacher ratio 10 : 1. Average class size 16.

@ Excellent record in GCSE, GCE A Level, Advanced
vocational and in the numbers entering university.

@ Fees of /275 per term whether serving or retired.

1 @ Ask about the value added dimension to our academic L
work.

Further enquiries to:

Headmaster
The Duke of York’s School
Dover CT15 5EQ
Phone: (01304) 245024

|

ARE YOU PERMANENTLY ON PARADE /
OR IN THE SPOTLIGHT? IF SO, YOU

NEED LEATHER LUSTRE FOR THAT
PERMANENT HIGH GLOSS FINISH /
JAFTER THE

FREEDOM FOR ALL THAT OFF-DUTY TIME
LOST ON SHINING LEATHER IS HERE

LEATHER LUSTRE is a Space Age formula that
gives your leather a permanent high gloss finish.
Not for a week, month or year, but for the life

of your leather product. You will always be
ready for inspections, details, conventions
or whatever your career may be. When
the shine gets dull or dirty it only requires
dusting, washing with a damp sponge,

or use of common household furniture
polish. It is guaranteed not to crack,

peel, or harm the leather in any way.

Look around you and find the best
looking leather you have ever seen
and you will have found someone
using LEATHER LUSTRE.

This product has been used by law
enforcement, fire and rescue, sports
officials, medical and military
personnel throughout the world.

We will send you an 8 oz can with full

instructions for only £10.50 plus £2.50

for postage and packing and you will

have enough to do all of your shoes, /

belts, boots, etc., with plenty I?ﬁ over. ;\_‘ ﬂ

For larger orders please ring for trade —

prices. .

&.PECIAL OFFER - BUY 5 TINS AND GET ONE FREE
LEATHER LUSTRE (MIDLANDS) LIMITED, (SM).

Unit 3, Apex Business Park, Walsall Road, Norton Canes, Cannock, Staffordshire
WS113PU. Tel: 01543 450064 FaxL 01543 279738.

....... 8oz cans @ £10.50 per can
NAMC.cuisisiainiisisisiiarssnssissrassmmsssinssasassssssaisisassnse Total cost of cans
P&P£2.50 percan ...... .. ...

TOTAL ENCLOSED.............

Address.

DISCOUNT AVAILABLE ON LARGER ORDER.
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People, placas, avenis

£

/

WO2 (SSM) Danny Stewart of 59 Movement Control Squadron receives his NATO Medal

from the commanding officer of 29 Regiment RLC, Lt Col Tony Sutherland, watched by Maj
Nicholas Barsby, OC 59 Sqn at the Duke of Gloucester Barracks, South Cerney following
the unit’s return from Spiit. The squadron was responsible for the movement into and out
of theatre of Stabilisation Force (SFOR) personnel and equipment by road, rail, air and sea.

Memorial expert
backs sponsorship

VETERANS have reacted strongly to a
proposal to give private enterprise the
chance to sponsor the upkeep of war
memorials.

But an expert from the Imperial War
Museum responded that discreet spon-
sorship may be the only realistic way to
ensure decaying memorials are cared for
properly.

The sponsorship idea came from Ian
Davidson, founder of the Friends of War
Memorials, although he did not receive
unanimous support in the charity.

He said he envisaged a small, discreet
sponsor’s plaque alongside a memorial
and that the idea was not new — since
before the First World War the companies

manufacturing memorials had their
names on them.
Among objectors was Mr Joseph

Kertin, secretary of Birmingham Royal
British Legion, who told The Guardian: “1
hate the thought that there might be some
kind of commercial logo on the memorial
for my fellow soldiers.

“I never saw tanks rolling through the
desert painted with the words ‘sponsored
by Typhoo Tea’. It is the government’s
responsibility to pay for the upkeep of war

( DON'T MISS the November issue of
your new Soldier magazine.

® Look out for an interview with
Simon Weston, the inspirational Welsh
Guardsman who triumphed over terrible
injuries suffered in the Falklands War.

@ Our intrepid “Who Dares” reporter
gets drenched with a soldier set on

becoming a champion jet ski racer.

memorials — they shouldn’t have to resort
to advertising.”

However, in a letter to the same news-
paper, Nick Hewitt, project co-ordinator
of the National Inventory of War Memori-
als at the Imperial War Museum, said
legal responsibility for local memorials
could rarely be proved.

Local authorities, while given the power
to “maintain, repair and protect” memo-
rials, were not obliged to do so, he said,
and central government was not involved
at all. So although some memorials
needed attention, often no one was legally
responsible for providing it.

“Realistically, discreet commercial
sponsorship may be the only way in which
these memorials can receive the care they
sometimes need.”

What the papers have been saying

Karadzic party
rescued by
SFOR troops

BRITISH troops helped to break a siege of
Banja Luka’s central Bosna Hotel, escorting
to safety politicians, bodyguards and police
loyal to Radovan Karadzic, the war crimes
suspect. They were taken to safety in the
Warrior armoured fighting vehicles of the
“occupying” NATO forces which they had
been berating. — Times

[J Protesters blocked the Farnborough
Road while demonstrating outside the
Royal Navy and British Army Equipment
Exhibition at the Defence Evaluation and
Research Agency in Farnborough, Hants. —
Aldershot Mail

J The SAS, worried that recent contro-
versies have dented its swashbuckling
image, has hired as its public relations
supremo Col Bob Stewart, who led the
Cheshire Regiment in Bosnia. — Daify Tele-
graph

1 Solicitors acting for 1,300 victims of
Gulf War syndrome have negotiated a
unique agreement with insurers which will
allow veterans to go ahead with plans to
sue the MoD. — Financial Times ®

[J Gulf War veterans have been awarded
a £400,000 package by the Legal Aid Board
to subject themselves to direct medical test-
ing as it emerged that the Government’s
own tests for illness are only being carried
out on rats and monkeys. — Independent

1 In preparation for Poland’s entry into
NATO in 1999, British Defence Secretary
George Robertson offered the Warsaw
Government a “shadow general” scheme
under which senior British officers would
teach their Polish counterparts “everything
they need to know about the alliance”. —
Times

1 The German military has created a
commando unit to evacuate nationals from
foreign danger zones. The Fast Eagle unit
will also be part of the NATO rapid reaction
force. — Daily Telegraph
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Paople, places, evanis

UOTC to the fore
In Estonian raid

A TEAM from Birmingham University Offi-
cers’ Training Corps finished sixth, one place
behind the Danish Long Range Patrol Group,
in a tough reconnaissance patrol competition in
Estonia.

The BUOTC entry and one from the 3rd
Battalion, The Royal Highland Fusiliers, are
believed to be the first British teams to take
partin the Erna Raid, a recce event which com-
memorates the actions of wartime resistance
groups.

Teams from Sweden, Finland, France, Hol-
land, Slovenia, Latvia and Lithuania took part,
and British entries were invited through the
Reserve Forces Association. China’s People’s
Liberation Army also sent observers and may
enter next year.

Competitors faced three days of gruelling
tests, including tactical movement and naviga-
tion by day and night, crossing a minefield, live
firing and first aid. They also had to evade
“enemy” forces.

Six of the four-man teams which started
dropped out, but both British teams completed
the course.

SOLDIER COMPETITION

The winner will receive this
Sharp VC-MH64HM
four-head NICAM stereo
VHS video recorder. Iits
many features include
48 pre-set channels,
mid-drive chassis, built-
in shuttle control, skip
search and DPSS
search system, and
infra-red*remote control.

In this and next month’s issue of the
new Soldier are the second and final
of three questions in our competition
to win this superb Sharp NICAM hi-fi
stereo video recorder.

You should already have made a note
of the answer to the first question,
which appeared in our September 15
issue. Repeat the process for the
question below.

Do not send in your entry until you
receive the November issue, which
will also contain a clue to help you
form an anagram from the initial let-
ters of the words you have collected.

Correctly rearrange the letters, post
the entry form in that issue to us by

record on a diet of Army rations.

the specified time and you’re in with a
chance of winning this excellent
prize.

Sender of the first correct entry
drawn after the closing date will be
the winner.

An announcement about the result
will appear in the January issue of
Soldier. Please note that no corre-
spondence can be entered into.

QUESTION 2

Who was US President when
the Korean War broke out?
(First name and surname).

Capts Martin Bellamy and Mark Mortimer at the oars of Salamanca during training

Atlantic rowers to
take Army rations

I'WO Light Infantry officers are to attempt to break the transatlantic rowing

Capts Martin Bellamy and Mark Mortimer, who aim to cross the ocean in less

than 73 days, approached numerous
civilian food processing companies
but found nothing to touch the Army
ration pack in terms of taste, variety
and, crucially, calorific value.

Their specially-built boat, the Sala-
manca, has been modified after long
periods of training at sea. The seating
system was unable to cope and has
been replaced by a stronger, more
comfortable arrangement, and the
rowlocks have been altered to make
rowing easier.

As well as working on their fitness in
the gym and in the seas off Majorca,
where they have been based during
the summer, the two officers from 2
LI have learned to use a sextant as a
back-up to their satellite navigation
system, and to forecast weather.

The race starts from Tenerife on
October 12. Bellamy and Mortimer
are using their entry to raise funds to
buy a £68,000 Atlantic 75 lifeboat.

Diisseldorf return

SERVICE quarters and supporting
infrastructure in Disseldorf are to
be handed back to Federal German
authorities over the next four years.
British Forces Germany has
announced that it will hand over all
bar about a dozen of the 357 mar-
ried quarters by 2001.

Between 1992 and 1995, BF(G)
reduced by 32,000 military person-
nel, with Disseldorf effectively
becoming a dormitory area for units
west of the Rhine.
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Picture: WO2 Pete Bristo

If music be the
food of peace,

rock onz

MUSIC proved to be a universal lan-
guage when the 2nd Battalion, The
Royal Regiment of Fusiliers wanted to
build up its relationship with the local
communities in Bosnia.

An attraction was needed to pull in
the crowds for the regimental open
day and Cpl Ken Heaton came up
with the perfect solution. He flew
back to Celle, Germany, for his sound
system, set it up in the back of a 4-
tonne truck on a patch of wasteland
near Sipovo and turned up the volume
for the first-ever Bosnian Regimental
Roadshow.

His mobile disco thumping out
summer hits bought a carnival atmos-
phere to the occasion attended by
more than 200 local people. Clothes
and toys were distributed and both
yvoung and old were able to get infor-
mation about the role the British
forces are playing in the SFOR peace-
keeping operation.

Cpl Heaton, a part-time disc
jockey, kept the party going by select-
ing records which had wuniversal
appeal.

“Many artists are distributed world-
wide so I’'m playing tracks I think
people will recognise,” he said. “It’s
the first time a roadshow has been
used in this way in Bosnia. It’s put
smiles on people’s faces whether they
are aged four or 84, and everyone

Music man: Cpl Ken Heaton, 2 RRF

smiles in the same language.”

Normally the commander of a War-
rior armoured fighting vehicle, Cpl
Heaton swapped his usual camouflage
combats for a sunflower shirt which
had certainly not come from official
stores.

Maj Martin Travers, who organised
Operation Open Fusiliers, hopes to
hold more. He said: “The attitudes of
the adults are hard to change but it’s
an ideal opportunity to target the
youth and show them the role that
SFOR is playing to bring stability to
their country. The party atmosphere
brings home the benefits of peace and
they are only too aware that an event
like this just couldn’t take place with-
out it,” said Maj Travers.

The Army’s new training helicopter,
the Squirrel, flies above Stonehenge. It
is the first of 12 which will be used by
670 (Operational Training) Squadron,
Army Air Corps at the School of Army
Aviation at Middle Wallop. The Army’s
next generation of pilots will train on
the civilian-owned Squirrel. It is replac-

SOLDIER October 1997

ing the familiar Gazelle, which is being
phased out as a training aircraft after
achieving one million flying hours
since its introduction 25 years ago.
A commercial contractor will maintain
and service the new aircraft, but mili-
tary flying instructors will remain Army
pilots.

Just thejob. ..

Preston Front's Cpl Polson, played by David
McCreedy, receives the attentions of the make-
up department while, in the background, Sgt Maj
Gregg Pearson (left) and Capt Rob Partridge
(middle) look on

Preston
Frontman

AS THE military adviser to the ever-popular Inde-
pendent Television series Preston Front, Territorial
Army Capt Robert Partridge was the right man, in the
right place, at the right time.

The programme, which has just ended its third
series, deals with the lives of a fictitious company of
TA Light Infantry soldiers set in the town of Roker
Bridge, writes Chris Kinsville-Heyne.

Rob was the ideal choice as adviser. His compa-
ny, Perdix, has provided blank-firing weapons,
weapon training and special effects for more than
100 films and television programmes, including
House of Cards and Soldier, Soldier.

“I was with 6 LI, commanding Recce Platoon at
the time,” said Rob, “when Perdix was asked to pro-
vide the weapons and training for the series. It was a
perfect combination. Our aim was to get them to
look, act and speak like infantry soldiers.

HAD TO BE RIGHT
“Sgt Maj Gregg Pearson and | teamed up, met
the actors and, over a few days in the field, intro-
duced them to life in the TA. We were aware that
these actors were going to be appearing on screen
wearing our cap-badge, so the training had to be
right.

“We taught them the basics and were not sur-
prised to find one or two of them shining. You could
tell that life in the field was having an effect on them.
Their talk turned from what advert or Shakespeare-
an play they were doing next, to a blow-by-blow
account of what compo they had eaten and what
their digestive system was trying to do with it.

“By the end of the training they had convinced us
that they were going to represent the LI in the best
traditions of the Light Infantry. That was good
enough for us.”

Rob has been in the TA since 1989 and has now
taken his skills to the Media Operations Group (Vol-
unteers) based at Land Command in Salisbury.
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@.D.Golding /i
Military Livery and Civilian Tallors

Our Representative will call at your
request. Ring (01727) 841321 -
Fax (01727) 831462 or write for details to:
220 Hatfield Road, St Albans, Herts ALT 4LW

—— — — — — — —— — —

SNCOs complete Made to Measure

MESS KIT

Excellent quality at a competitive price.
Contact our Head Office for a quotation.

01132 880 880
01132 880 864

Vernon Rees & Goodalls Ltd,
Military, Civil & Livery Tailors,
40 Commercial Street, Rothwell, Leeds, LS26 0AW

Tel:

Fax:

I™ Have you been captured by |

Have you been captured by

i SOLDIER?

SOLDIER's snaps are a snip.
o]
I m If you have been captured on camera by one
ke of SOLDIER magazine’s photographers
then why not buy a top quality reprint?

7"x5"...£5.60 8"x6"...£7.50
I T2Uoa B E12100
Digital Prints (up to A4 size). .. £7.00

I Other sizes aval]able on request. (All prices are inclusive of VAT and p&p.)
All enquiries please to:
The Photographic Department, SOLDIER, Ordnance Road,
Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU. Tel: 01252 347357
. T e T S T R

| Six words, brought together by
| two more - Hyundai and Natocars.

From the versatile, economical Accent, via the
stylish Lantra and exciting Coupé, to the generously
equipped and quuriou% Sonata - Hyundai have a
range of cars to suit all tastes and needs.

And we, at Natocars, are the experts when it
= comes to supply.

We'll ensure you get the best possible deal on your
new Hyundai, the best part exchange, finance and
free protection insurance. We'll also shop around to
get the lowest quote for your car insurance.

If that isn't enough, we look after all the paperwork
and arrange hassle free delivery to you - anywhere
in the world!

WHEN ALL YOU WANT IS EVERYTHING
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Report: Chris Kinsville-Heyne

FORMED on April 1, 1995, the Defence
Housing Executive formally took over
responsibility for defence housing a year
later.

It brought together the three single Ser-
vice housing functions into a single Min-
istry of Defence management unit with
an identifiable budget to make the best of
the housing stock and funding.

In 1995 Annington Homes paid the
MoD £1.6 billion for its current housing
stock in the form of a capital receipt. The
MoD gave £100m towards the property
maintenance costs from the proceeds of
the sale. Service quartering charges are
subsequently paid by the families to the
MoD who, in turn, pay Annington
Homes an annual rental for properties
they require.

The DHE manages 65,800 family
quarters in England, Wales and Scotland,
with 48,887 entitled occupants and
13,152 empty properties as at March 31.
The organisation is 1,100-strong and has
an overall budget of £347 million for
1997-98, including the Annington rent of
some £ 111 million.

Largest occupier in the United King-
dom is the Army, which has 25,000 quar-
ters. The executive has to provide the
Army with family quarters, of a specified
standard, where it needs to house people.

The move from single Service manage-
ment to the DHE, the married quarters
estate sale and the charges increase in
1996 has raised the profile of housing and
caused some concerns in the Army.

Director of Client Technical Services
Peter Preston explained the progress
made so far. “Basically, we inherited a can
of worms. Previously, housing was
attached to the establishment of a unit.
The maintenance of houses was in paral-
lel with the base. We have turned this
around.
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The Defence Housing
Executive, which aims
to provide families
with the best housing
service in the

country, has been in
existence for almost
18 months. How is it
doing so far and are
the families happy
with the progress?

“We provide dedicated work and ser-
vices for housing. That way a commander
will never have to decide between, say,
repainting the headquarters building and
repainting the family quarters.”

On taking over in 1995, the DHE
found it had also inherited 12 Works Ser-
vice Managers (WSMs) in one out of 24
separate areas. The introduction of one
dedicated WSM has improved communi-
cations.

“The WSM will have allocated all con-
tracts between November 1997 and April
1998 for the upgrade programme. This
will be in the wake of the full 100 per cent
survey.”

Consistency in how housing is main-
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tained is paramount to the aims of the
Technical Services. Local planning
arrangements and the need to comply
with building regulations play a major
part in their day-to-day business.

Local feedback is essential and a net-
work of regional, area and estate offices
provides the vital contacts with Service
families.

“On a day-to-day basis, issues and
problems should be taken up with the
appropriate DHE officials,” said chief
executive Colin James. “In general, occu-
pants should contact their estate manage-
ment officer about any matter concerning
repairs and maintenance, housing alloca-
tions and accommodation entitlements.”

“But many people are still under a mis-
conception about exactly where DHE fits
into the system. It is not a private sector
body. It is part of the MoD. It allocates
families’ quarters according to entitle-
ment but does not set the entitlements.

“Tri-Service housing ensures we oper-
ate within their regulations.

“We professionally manage the Service
families’ quarters estate but we do not
collect rents. Those charges are deducted
from pay after rent is set by the Armed
Forces Pay Review Body. In addition,
DHE maintains and repairs all families
quarters and undertakes new building
and modernisation work but is not
responsible for the welfare of the occu-
pants. That remains with the chain of
command.”

Cherry Milne, chairman of the Army

@ Turn to next page
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Families Federation, devotes a major part
of her week to this highly emotive issue.

“Basically, the DHE is not fully under-
stood,” she said. “A lot of issues got con-
fused early on and information was not
clarified. Subsequently, it ended up get-
ting the blame for many things that
simply were not its problem.

“The quality of accommodation is
always going to be an issue, plus the well-
known fact that you never take over a
quarter as clean as the one you’ve just
left.”

A number of younger wives have pro-
vided feedback which has shown a trend
in the way the Army is perceived.

“Younger people have far higher expec-
tations and many don’t see the Army as a
family for life,” she said. “Society has
become very inward-looking and less
community-minded. But a nation’s army
has always been a reflection of its society,
so we really shouldn’t be surprised.”

Many wives felt it was bad enough
having to move house without the embar-
rassment of the “march-out”.

“I am a great supporter of Colin James.
He wants to explain to people what the
DHE is all about. I would like to see more
wives as estate management officers as
they have the experience and, in a
number of cases, more common sense.”

The feeling is that in the long run it will
be the staff on the ground that will make
or break the reputation of the DHE. The
opinion that commonsense housekeeping
will keep complaints against the DHE,
from Service families who are more aware
of their rights, to a minimum.

“Mavis . .. we've been gazumped”

There have been anxieties. But with the
assessment completed, a new computer
system to handle 350,000 annual repair
requests, and the introduction of profes-
sional property management practices
which will bring repair costs down, the
executive is looking forward to the next
18 months with confidence.

The right foundation for improvements
in Service housing? The Defence Hous-
ing Executive might well be the people to
doit.

* 7

The DHE team at Wimberley Way, Inverness: WO2 Jock Kelso, David Taylor, Ann Abell,

Graham Cameron and Noel Ferguson

It has not all been plain
sailing at the DHE. The
National Audit Office pub-
lished a report which said
the married quarters estate
(MQE) was sold for
between £77 million and
£139 million less than it
was worth.

The report said that the

then government believed
the sale to be in the public
interest on the grounds
that the MoD should not be
exposed to risks associat-

Watchdog body criticises sale

ship.

ed with property owner-

It also said the sale itself
was well managed and
brought in more money

than the MoD’s advisers
had expected.

In addition, the sale suc-
ceeded in transferring
four-fifths of the MQE to
the private sector and pro-
vided funds of £100 million
to upgrade sub-standard
quarters over the next five
to seven years.

Kelly Anton and daughter Paige

outside their Inverness quarter on
the Wimberley Way estate

SURREY-born Kelly Anton arrived in
Inverness in January 1997, The 20-year-
old wife of Pte Lee Anton confesses that
she is new to the Army but is more than
aware of what the DHE is doing on the
Wimberly Way estate.

“I’'m on the wives’ committee. I'd really
like a lot more of the younger wives to get
involved,” she said. “But I find quite a
few wives are simply not interested. They
say; ‘My husband is in the Army, I'm
not’. But if you’re not involved you never
know what is going on.

“Most of my friends are under 25 and it
just seems that the Army doesn’t cater for
them. It’s more geared to the older wives
but I think the question of housing affects
everyone.”
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Kelly’s advice:

‘Get involved’

Kelly’s three-year-old daughter, Paige,
was playing outside with other children in
a plastic swimming-pool.

“We move into a Grade 1 refurbished
property, hopefully at the end of this year,
maybe the beginning of January.

“It will be a shame to move out. We’ve
just had a new kitchen put in at this prop-

SOLDIER October 1997

erty. Our friends are here. We wanted to
move back when they had finished bring-
ing our place up to Grade 1 but I've been
told why that’s not possible.”

She summed up the efforts of the
Defence Housing Executive.

“They have a long way to go, but so far
so good.”

Pictures: Mark Owens

Aiming for
top grade

ALL FAMILIES quarters managed by the
Defence Housing Executive are to be
brought up to good condition over the
next six years under a programme enti-
tled Grade One for Condition.

Definitions of Grade One housing pro-
vided by DHE are:

1. Safety and security: smoke detectors
fitted, external front doors fitted with door
chains, bolts, spyholes and dead latches.
Rear doors with mortice latches. Light
over front door and patio doors to be
made secure.

2. Heating and insulation: All dwellings
to be free from dampness caused by
defects in structure or ventilation. Energy
efficient heating systems and controls.
Thermostatic valves on radiators. Rooms
without windows fitted with electric fans.
Bathroom radiators connected to hot
water heating to provide heat for towels.
Loft, tank or pipe insulation. Increase
standards of energy efficiency.

3. Kitchens: Modern fitted units arranged
to provide a satisfactory working
sequence for the user. Cooker with sepa-
rate grill. Space for refrigerator and wash-
ing machine. Electrical connections
above work tops. Fluorescent tube light-
ing. Floor to be good quality lino, PVC
sheet, tiles, or quarry tiles as appropriate.

4. Power points and wiring: If neces-
sary, family quarters should be brought up
to modern wiring standards and brought
up to scale regarding electric power
points, TV points, and front door electric
bell.

5. Bathrooms: Hygienic sanitary fittings
including internal WC with close coupled
suite, washbasin with splashback, mirror
and shelf and razorpoint, full sized bath
with full height tiling to adjacent walls,
lockable medicine cabinet, separate
shower cubicle or shower over bath, towel
rail over radiator, toilet roll holder and coat
hook. Locks to all bathrooms and WCs
are to be openable from the outside in
case of emergency. Airing cupboards with
slatted shelving are to be provided.

6. Carpets, floor coverings and cur-
tains: Good quality fitted carpets to all
rooms except bathrooms, kitchens and
utility rooms. All windows properly and
attractively curtained.

7. Windows and external doors: Double
glazing provided with secondary glazing
in noisy areas.

8.Wardrobes: Double wardrobes in bed-
rooms 1 and 2 if space permits. Single
fitted wardrobes in other bedrooms.

9. Internal and external decorations: To
be of a good standard, with no heavy
marks, scratches or stains.
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Report: Karen Moseley
Pictures: Terry Champion

IT WAS a unique and intensely moving
tribute to the People’s Princess. And
although it had been made clear there
would be no full military funeral, the
British Army played a key role in the
nation’s farewell to Diana, Princess of
Wales.

Soldiers from the Prince of Wales’s
Company, 1st Battalion, Welsh Guards
and The King’s Troop, Royal Horse
Artillery, accompanied the cortége
during its three-and-a-half mile journey
from Kensington Palace to Westminster
Abbey. The 2nd Battalion, The Princess
of Wales’s Royal Regiment provided a
bearer party at Althorp and military per-
sonnel worked behind the scenes to make
sure the procession went smoothly.

Watched by two billion people on tele-
vision, commentators around the world
talked of the immaculate precision and
dignity of the eight young Welsh Guards-
men who formed the pallbearer party
which escorted the coffin, borne on a gun
carriage, through the streets of London.

“Nothing can prepare you for that sort
of emotion,” Gdsm Chris Treharne, from
Llanelli, said of the crowds surrounding
them. “The reaction from the people was
overwhelming. I have done the State

Pallbearers from the Welsh Guards carry the coffin into the Abbey

Weight of the w
on their shouldes

Opening of Parliament, the Guard of
Honour and Trooping the Colour, but
they were nothing like this; there were
people everywhere, not a gap to be seen.”

The other guardsmen, chosen for their
fitness and heights of over 6ft, were: John
Jones, from Caerphilly, Gareth Thomas,
from Bridgend, Philip Bartlett, from
Brecon, Patrick Dewaine, from Haver-
fordwest, Llyr Owen, from Talysarn, Ken
Sweetman, from Rhyl, and Carl John,
from Cardiff, the youngest at 20.

They marched for one hour 47 minutes
alongside the gun carriage before remov-
ing their bearskins, lifting the 40-stone
lead-lined coffin on to their shoulders and
carrying it into the Abbey. At the end of
the service they carried the body of the
Princess to the door of the Abbey where
they paused for the minute of silence
before moving to the waiting hearse.

“It was heavy, heavier than any of us
had imagined,” Gdsm Treharne said.
“But we knew it was important we did not
let anyone down. It was hard work but it
was special and we knew there would
never be anything like it again.

“The adrenalin kept me going and I
knew all the cameras were on us — I didn’t
really notice the weight. The worst thing
was the slippery floor of the Abbey. It was
an amazing experience and I was so
proud to be a part of it; it was the saddest

Gen Sir Charles Guthrie arives the Abbe

and the proudest day of my life.” The sol-
diers had travelled from Crossmaglen,
South Armagh, where the battalion is on
a six-month tour. The two days before the
funeral were spent at Wellington Bar-
racks, London, rehearsing the techniques
and drills with a coffin of the same size
and weight.

On the morning of the funeral they all
carried out gentle physical training to
loosen their limbs and ate good break-
fasts. These are standing orders for the
Brigade of Guards before ceremonial
duties going back nearly 150 years.

In command of the pallbearers was Capt
Richard Williams, adjutant of the bat-
talion. “There were two instances which
really struck me,” he said afterwards.

“The first was coming out of Kensing-
ton Palace there was an incredible
silence but so many people. You could
hear sobbing and then a person would cry
out. That was the most touching time.

“The other was going into the Abbey
for the first time. That was awe-inspiring.

“The significance did not really strike us
until we sat down and watched it later on
television. I was immensely proud of how
it had gone, particularly of the soldiers,

® Turn to Page 24

Right — the cortége passes through Horse
Guards
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On their shoulders

® From Page 22
who had done the hard work. The military
tradition of having private soldiers carry-
ing the coffin is absolutely right.

“For me it was a great reflection of the
military’s ability to do this sort of thing
with great dignity and style. There was
not one of us who did not have a lump in
our throat at one time or other, but the
Army equips you for this.”

Capt Williams received the Military
Cross from the Prince of Wales in 1994
for protecting civilians from Khmer
Rouge guerrillas in Cambodia, where he
was serving as a United Nations observer
in 1992-1993.

Traditionally a 13-pounder gun car-
riage is used to carry the coffins of royalty.
The six coal-black horses drawing it were
paced so that the cortége would arrive at
the Abbey at precisely 1100 hours.

Soldiers from F Sub-section, The
King’s Troop, commanded by Capt
Grant Chanter, were responsible for the
steady progression to the Abbey. Sgt
Damian Gascoigne, commander of the
gun detachment, led the cortége on his
horse, officially called 39 Henchman.
Next to him was the lead driver, LBdr
Graham Innes; the centre driver was Gnr
Barry Logan and the wheel driver at the
back was LBdr Damon Humphries.

MASTER SADDLER

Four trace bearers walked at the sides.
Their task was to watch the movement of
the leather-coated steel wires that connect
the horses to the gun carriage ensuring
they did not snag. Men with special trade
skills were chosen including a master sad-
dler and master farrier.

Taking up the rear, also on foot, was the
“brakeman” responsible for controlling
the manual brake if needed.

Capt Chanter would normally have
been at the front of the carriage on his
horse, but this was felt to be too formal
and so he walked behind the coffin on the
right-hand side.

“It was draining, both physically and
mentally,” he recalled. “The crowd was
very emotional, in some cases quite hys-
terical, and at times very close to us on
both sides of the road.

“The bell striking every minute, and
getting louder as we approached the
Abbey, was quite chilling. The horses
were brilliant, we couldn’t have asked
more of them. They have to do a variety of
jobs such as pulling the gun at full speed
at the Royal Tournament, and their duties
in Hyde Park. During the funeral they
had to walk at times even more slowly
than their usual walking pace.”

The coffin rested on an oak board
placed a few inches above the gun barrel.
The horses pulled a total weight of about
two tonnes.

“I think we did our job as well as could

have been expected,” said Capt Chanter.
“But there was no elation at the end
because of why we were there.”

Maj Keith Brooks, commanding The
King’s Troop, said: “We had a week of
intense hard work, not just for the sub-
section who were in the parade, but for
the whole troop. I am very proud of
them.”

Earl Spencer, the Princess’s brother,
specifically requested that The Princess
of Wales’s Royal Regiment, of which the
Princess was Colonel-in-Chief from 1992
to 1996, should provide a bearer party at
Althorp for the private burial ceremony.

The bearer party was provided by 2
PWRR from Tidworth, comprising one
officer, one SNCO and eight other ranks
drawn from across the battalion.

“This was a very great honour for the
regiment,” said regimental secretary Col
Paddy Panton, “albeit a sad task that we
undertook with humility and pride. It
afforded us a last chance to pay our final
respects to our erstwhile Colonel-in-
Chief who was held in very great esteem
and affection by all ranks.”

Eight Royal Military Policemen and
women, under the command of WOI1
(RSM) Joe Greenan, were at the Abbey to
open and close doors for VIPs. Twelve
more were situated at Wellington Bar-
racks to marshal the 500 charity workers
before they joined the procession.

Lt Col Malcolm Ross, a retired Scots
Guards officer, was the man behind the
scenes who masterminded the funeral.
He retired from the Army in 1987 and has
been the comptroller of the Lord Cham-
berlain’s office since 1991.

The Chief Marshal was Lt Col Alexan-
der Matheson, Coldm Gds, Brigade
Major of the Household Division. He
walked to the side of the chief mourners
as they followed the coffin to the Abbey.
Six other marshals from 1st Battalion,
Scots Guards, accompanied the two
groups of charity walkers.

%- AP

Royal Military Police at the Abbey as th Queen, Queen Mother and Prince Edward arrive

GENERAL Sir Charles Guthrie, Chief
of the Defence Staff, represented the
British Armed Forces in Westminster
Abbey at the funeral of Diana, Princess
of Wales.

Throughout the Army, during the day
of the funeral, commanders were asked
to review the level of military activity,
making sure there was no live-firing and
use of blanks, pyrotechnics or noisy
activity before 1500 hours. Essential
training and other non-public military
activities continued, but commanders
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The funeral cortége formed by The King’s Troop RHA and me

Army’s worldwide homage

were asked to use their discretion as to
the level and types of activity conducted.

An open day at Wattisham Airfield, due
to be held on the day of the funeral, was
cancelled.

Flags were flown at half-mast in gar-
risons around the world and where possi-
ble all ranks observed a one-minute
silence.

In Germany BFBS relayed the service
and most British families stayed in their
homes to follow the ceremony on televi-
sion. Condolence books were opened at
all garrison churches and as a mark of
respect most shops and businesses on
British military premises remained closed
until after the funeral. Many sporting and
social events, including the Osnabriick
open day, were cancelled or rescheduled.

SERVICE IN SPLIT

Books of condolence were distributed
to each British camp in Bosnia for troops
serving with the NATO Stabilisation
Force to sign. More than 200 soldiers and
officers attended a special service held in
the waterside chapel at Split. Padre Jerry
Sutton conducted the service, which
included the singing of Diana’s favourite
hymn I TVow o Thee My Country and was
followed by one minute’s silence.

The Princess visited Bosnia by private
invitiation on August 8 to promote her
campaign against anti-personnel mines.
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TWO soldiers’ wives attend-
ed the funeral of Diana,
Princess of Wales to repre-
sent one of the few charities
with which she had continued
to be involved.

Mrs Kim King and Mrs Bar-
bara Patrick, whose hus-
bands serve with the 1st
Battalion, The Princess of
Wales'’s Royal Regiment
based in Canterbury, met the
Princess twice when she was
Colonel-in-Chief. They both
work in the regimental créche
and were invited to represent
the Pre-Learning School
Alliance of which the Princess
was patron.

“When we were first asked
we did not realise what a
huge event it would be,” said

Mrs King. “l have never been
so upset in my whole life, but
we were so privileged and so
honoured to be taking part.

“I have never seen any-
thing like it before, and | don't
think | will again. | was numb.
| have never seen so many
people. It was incredible,
there were grown men
absolutely breaking their
hearts. It was dreadful to see
the sad faces of the Princes.”

The two women were flown
to London the day before the
funeral and stayed overnight
in Kensington.

The following morning they
joined the other representa-
tives of charities at Bucking-
ham Palace and followed the
cortége on the mile-long walk

Creche wives' saddest day

to Westminster Abbey. They
watched the funeral on a
large screen in St Margaret's
Church to the side of the
Abbey and were given copies
of the order of service.

Mrs King met the Princess
in 1993 in Canterbury and
again the following year in
Omagh, Northern Ireland.

“She was lovely, very
relaxed, so nice, just such a
lovely woman,” she remem-
bered. “She would always
make a beeline for the chil-
dren, get down on to their
level and then let them climb
over her.

“I can’t get over the fact
that she’s died. It's a numb
feeling, like losing someone
from your own family.”

She was briefed by members of 21 Engi-
neer Regiment who were said to be “terri-
bly shocked™ at the news of her death.

Throughout the week British soldiers
were able to follow news coverage of the
events in the UK on satellite TV and via
rebroadcast radio news coverage.

In Cyprus a Service of Thanksgiving

was held at the King Richard School
Pitch, Dhekelia and the Station Sports
Stadium, RAF Akrotiri.

In Gibraltar the Garrison observed two
minutes’ silence with the rest of the coun-
try, and sent representatives to the two
special services held at the Anglican and
Catholic churches.
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Target London?

Hitler's huge
underground
rocket base
In northern
France has
been opened
to the public

LA COUPOLE today is definitely not
what Adolf Hitler had in mind in 1943
when he ordered his engineers and SS
slave-drivers to tunnel beneath the chalky
earth of the Pas-de-Calais, writes
Graham Bound.

The maze of passages and cathedral-
sized galleries was designed to be the
assembly plant and launching pad for a
stream of V2 ballistic missiles that would
rain down on Britain at the rate of one
every half hour, and have Churchill suing
for peace within weeks.

Fortunately for the free world, this
jewel in the German Army’s crown, less
than 30 miles from the Kent coast, was
not completed before the Allied advance
from the Normandy beachheads forced
Hitler to abandon it. It was a close run
thing: within four months the conveyor
belt of death and destruction would have
been rolling.

RE-DEVELOPMENT

As it was, around 3,000 V2s, launched
by mobile units further from the front, fell
on London, Paris and Antwerp. But there
was nothing like the devastation and
death that the missiles would have caused
had La Coupole had been put into use.

Now the local authorities, aided by the
European Union and French businesses,
have re-developed the old site as an
impressive memorial to life under the
Nazi jackboot and as a museum of rock-
etry. The Pas-de-Calais council, which
owns the site, says that it wants to use La
Coupole to show younger generations of

Inside Hitler’s V2 base:

. Ticket office and souvenir shop
. V2 entry tunnel

. Multi-lingual information point

. Lifts

. Mezzanine displays

. Cinemas

. Main exhibitions

. V2 fuelling and arming chamber
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Europeans what can happen if peace is
not cherished.

Approaching La Coupole through the
lush green farm land, a huge concrete
dome (the cupola that gives the place its
name) is the only indication that some-
thing remarkable might lie beneath the
ground.

Back in 1943, this five-metre thick,

55,000 ton, protective umbrella had also
given the game away to the Resistance.
They tipped off the Royal Air Force, but
the 3,000 tonnes of high explosive that
the bombers dropped on the site were
harmlessly deflected by the dome. Even
the huge “Tall Boy” bombs glanced off it.

Consequently, when you enter this
subterranean world, things are very much

October 1997 SOLDIER

as they were in 1944; in places, chillingly
so. We entered the hillside through a wide
tunnel entrance that was designed to
receive missile components and tanks of
liquid oxygen and alcohol fuel. On either
side dimly-lit chambers, and subsidiary
tunnels, house the rusting hardware of
generators, workshops and dormitories.
A right turn, and the tunnel en-
trance was gone from sight. We were in
the Firing Preparation Chamber, the
very heart of the planned V2
factory. Concrete walls dripped
with water, and in spite of the
summer warmth on the sur-
face, the atmosphere was cold.

SLAVES

More chilling was the fact,
frequently mentioned by La
Coupole’s youthful guides, that
this stunning engineering feat
was achieved in less than a year
by thousands of slave labourers.
Most were Poles and Russians
captured on the eastern front,
but some were locals from the
Pas-de-Calais area, a zone in
which German rule was partic-
ularly harsh.

That this place, which is des-
tined to become a major tourist
attraction, was built on the
backs of slaves is disturbing.
But there is a little (very little)
comfort to be found in the
guide book. According to the
writer, such was the impor-
tance of the project that the
prisoners received just enough
food and rest to ensure that they
could continue to work.

Conditions were much worse at the
Dora camp, La Coupole’s sister establish-
ment in Germany, where the component
parts of the V2s were manufactured in
another underground complex. Four
prisoners died there for every missile
built. Dora inmates suspected of sabotag-
ing the rockets were hanged in the tun-
nels. One of the few survivors told how
two rows of SS guarded the entrance to
the tunnels, “shrieking so loudly and lash-
ing out with such ferocity that they were
like demons™.

La Coupole was by no means free of
brutality. The guide book records sadly
that, when work on the project abruptly
ceased, 500 Russians were loaded into
railway cattle wagons and taken to the
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Right -~ From the V2 to
the moon landing.
German rocket scien-
tists led the space

race
Picture: Terry Champion

Below ~ Seven kilome-
tres of tunnels are
carved into the chalk

east. Since then, there has been no trace
of them.

In the gloom of the tunnels, we did not
look over our shoulders.

A modern lift ascends into the dome
itself, and it took our spirits with it. Here,
in a vast and brightly-lit hall, French
museum designers have assembled static
displays (including a real V2), interactive
computer-controlled exhibits and audio
visual shows based on three themes: life in
occupied France, the creation of the V2
and, most fascinating of all, the develop-
ment of space exploration.

The connection between this corner of
France and space may not be immediate-
ly obvious, but space travel and satellite
technology have developed directly from

yearitis |

La Coupolle is open every day of the
five kilometres from
St Omer and about 30 minutes drive

from the Calais Freton Eurostar station.
More information is available on tele-

phone 00 33321930707.

the V2. Indeed Hitler’s principal rocket
designer, Werner Von Braun, escaped to
the United States at the end of the war
and went on to design the giant Saturn V
rocket that took men to the moon.

Qur party was pleased to return to the
sunlight and warmth of the real world,
but the visit had been inspiring. On bal-
ance, La Coupole had told an optimistic
story. No missile had, after all, been fired
from there, and today we are making
good use of technology that began with
the V2.

Despite their apparent omnipotence,
the Nazis had been beaten, and, here in
the Pas-De-Calais, their engineering
legacy is being used to tell young Euro-
peans about the dark past of their conti-
nent. It is a delicious irony and a Gallic
two-fingers to the memory of Hitler.

But thoughts returned repeatedly to
the prisoners who had built this remark-
able complex; about whose fate we still
know nothing. One tragically absurd fact,
related by a guide while we were in the
tunnels, stuck in the mind. “The V2
rocket,” she said, “was a weapon unique
in history, in that its manufacture caused
more deaths than its deployment.”
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My Army: Az BELL

Confessions of a

war zone thug

Interview: Chris Kinsville-Heyne

HIS OFFICE window, close to the
Houses of Parliament, overlooked a grass
square. Martin Bell, MP for Tatton, rose
to greet us and, with a voice made famil-
iar by countless BBC reports, asked us to
make ourselves comfortable.

His grey hair was unintentionally fash-
ionable and his regimental tie contrasted
with his familiar off-white attire, lending a
faintly tropical feeling to the crowded
room.

The man whose blue flak jacket and
white suit had made him an instantly
recognisable figure with the British Army
in Bosnia — and the television-watching
British public back home — had a military
career of his own which he described as
“short and inglorious”.

“National Service taught me a lot about
getting on with my fellow human beings.
The Army did me an enormous favour by
teaching me to get by with little or no
privileges. I was with the Suffolk Regi-
ment between June 1957 and June 1959,
We were in Cyprus and, at the time, I
really thought it was a waste of time,” he
said.

“Actually, the first shot I ever heard
fired in anger was in Nicosia, in June ’58.
The experience taught me things that I
would need later on in life, but obviously
I didn’t realise it at the time.”

INFANTRY SKILLS

While reporting on 11 wars around the
world there was plenty of opportunity for
former Acting Sgt Bell to recall some
basic, and valuable, infantry skills.

“I had to understand about fields of
fire, dead ground, and the kind of obsta-
cle that will and will not stop a sniper’s
bullet. It’s not much use crouching
behind a hedge . . .

“First aid, which was topped up when I
went to war, was very useful. Actually,
I’'m probably the only MP at Westminster
trained in battlefield first aid,” he said.

Danger waits in all walks of life but
being a “war zone thug”, as he has been
described (he used the phrase as a sub-
title to his 1995 autobiography In Harm’s
Way), had more than its fair share.
Coming under fire was part of the job.
Eventually, being at the receiving end of a
number of pieces of shrapnel meant that

Veteran war
correspondent
and novice MP
Martin Bell failed
the Regular
Commission
Board. He talked
to Soldier about
his relationship
with the

British Army

August 1992: Newsreel footage of the moment Martin
Bell was hit by shrapnel in Sarajevo

he lost two things; his ability to stand
upright and his reputation for being
invulnerable.

“Yes, I was described as a ‘war zone
thug’ once, and I was quite pleased with
that, but really I'm just a chap who has
been around war zones rather

to Zagreb on the floor of a relief aircraft
with four UN military observers also hit
by shrapnel fire on the same day. They
were all more seriously wounded than I
was.

“But it was amazing. If you want to be
treated well by the BBC, get

a lot. I had a certain curiosity yourself wounded. They flew
Golan regret

about what it would be like to

an air ambulance out for me.

be wounded, having been in

It was my fastest-ever journey

the midst of death and |*Alljournalists have a from Sarajevo to London.”

destruction for all those

big miss. They may
not want to tell you
Y18, about it but I'm the

The Gulf War provided
another opportunity for the

“That curiosity has been | pioke who on the third | British Army and Martin Bell

satisfied, for life.”

= ) day of the Six-Day
It happened in Sarajevo in | War was standing on

to meet up in a war zone. He
has fond memories of the

August 1992 .., and the cam- | the Golan Heights. banter exchanged between

eras were there to record it.

second one got me. In that
split second I knew I had

There was a lot of
“The first mortar round | Shell-fire going on

1 d 50 T and | thought “I must
ande yards away. The do something”. So |

went down to where
. the action was. While |
been hit. I was knocked to the was down there the

ground by the impact. My | |sraelis stormed up

» o«

the “pencils”, “snappers” and
“oily rags” (reporters, pho-
tographers and TV people)
and the soldiers.

“The Army loved to see us
suffer in the Gulf, digging our
shell scrapes and our trenches

helmet, which I hardly ever | the Golan Heights and | while sappers gave us advice

wore, was unfastened, so it ||missed it. That's my

fell off. Ijlg miss. J

on how to do it. They would
also give us marks on our abil-
ities: a 9.9 for artistic effort

“The shrapnel was, luckily,
at the end of its trajectory and hit me just
below where my flak jacket ended. I was
rushed to the UN hospital in the base-
ment of the telephone exchange in Saraje-
vo and given the best possible care.

“The doctors removed the larger pieces
of shrapnel. Within an hour I was airlifted

but a 0.1 for effectiveness. They would
have rows of diggers, and we knew they
had rows of diggers, but they would watch
us suffer and take pictures of us, especial-
ly those they regarded as television
celebrities.

“With 7th Armoured in the Gulf, Phil
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§ The Defence
Secretary has said his
door is always open to
me and one of these
days I'm going to go
barging through it. 7

Jacobson from The Times and 1 were the
oldest people on the field of battle by
about seven years.”

[In fact, Soldier writer Bill Moore, who
reported extensively from the Gulf and
died soon after the war, was 60, some
years older than both Bell and Jacobson.]

In Bosnia, Bell’s concern was that the
BBC and the other media had the advan-
tage of continuity. The Army did not.

“We were sharing their dangers and
knew things they did not know simply
because we were there before them. We
shared information, but I always felt that
when a new unit came in the warlords
would try it on. They had to get to know
these people all over and after six months
they would be gone. The warlords knew
this perfectly well and took advantage of it.

“We had a very close relationship with
the Army in Bosnia. I was not one of those
who believed in the adversarial relation-
ships between the press and the Army. In
peace-keeping I believe we have the same
objectives and in war-fighting too. I have
big arguments with my colleagues about
this. I’m close to soldiers and I like them.

BEST LITTLE ARMY

“We have the best little Army in the
world. It’s the best because it’s a regular
volunteer army and it doesn’t have malin-
gerers like me in it. It has been cut to the
bone and the muscle and I can’t see what
is left to cut. The Defence Secretary has
said his door is always open to me and one
of these days I'm going to go barging
through it.”

Whart about a new career after politics?
A commission in the British Army per-
haps?

“I failed the Regular Commissioning
Board back in 1957. If I failed the RCB
then I will fail it now. Do you know,
Michael Aspel also failed. He was King’s
Royal Rifle Corps. He was Rifleman
Aspel. He and I failed. There must be
something about a career in television
and failing the RCB.” .

Martin Bell OBE put on his cream
jacket and the image was complete. The
slight limp to the confident walk singled
the man out from the crowd. The trench-
es of the world’s trouble spots may have
lost a seasoned veteran but the new boy in
Westminster is busy digging himself in.

And he knows how.
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Bosnia 1992: Meeting British troops serving with UNPROFOR

Picture: Terry Champion
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Who dares . ..

“The key to any racing is
the speed between the cor-
ners. You need to be short
on brake and long on
accelerator.

“But if you are doing
each corner at 3mph, you
will lose.”

His hands held an imagi-
nary steering wheel and
took us through a right-
hander.

“If you are standing on
the brake halfway around a
corner, you've done some-
thing very wrong.

“Use the throttle to steer
the car, flick the back out,
then power on. If the
corner is tighter than you
thought, use more power
and change down the
gears, they will act as a
brake.

“Touch your left foot on
the brake if you really have
to. Then once you are out
of the corner, spin the
wheel and power on.” He
grinned.

I asked “Adj” if this sort
of driving made him a lia-
bility on the roads. He
looked surprised.

“No way. BAMA taught
me not to take chances on
civilian roads.

“Look, when you're
kitted out, flame retarding
suit, helmet, fire extin-
guisher - the odds are in
your favour.

“That’s not the case on a
civilian road. You drive
sensibly.”

THE DUST was in my eyes, my nose, my
mouth, everywhere. I had left my side-window
slightly open and our short wheel-base, left-
hand drive Land Rover C90 was rapidly filling
up with a fine beige cloud. Travelling flat out
across the dirt-tracks of Salisbury Plain it took a
supreme effort to slam it shut.

The temperature outside was in the high 80s,
just a few degrees cooler than inside my double-
layered, Nomex fire-resistant racing suit. The
dark blue material was stained darker with the
added sweat.

My electric-blue racing harness pinned me
into the high-back, padded Cobra seat. Breath-
ing, which would have been difficult enough in
these typical summer conditions, took on a new,
eager dimension.

A huge rut suddenly appeared on the track in
front of us, no time to shout a warning, WHAM
. . . the vehicle was airborne. The floored accel-
erator made the engine scream as the wheels
desperately searched for a grip on the dusty
track beneath us.

The bone-jarring return to earth had just reg-
istered on the painful scale when
35-year-old REME Telecommu-
nications Technician Sgt Adam
“Adj” Davies slammed the gear-
stick forward. I had lost count of
how many times the five-strap
harness had saved me from
impersonating a rag-doll. The
front of the vehicle dipped,
almost welcoming the impossibly
sharp right-hand corner tearing
towards us. His left foot was
doing a parallel dance between
the clutch and brake while his
right was pushing the accelerator
somewhere between flat-out and
airborne.

I had just enough time for one thought. I had
spotted the matt black roll-bars inside the cab,
$0 it wasn’t a pleasant one. I gritted my teeth
and, through half-closed eyes, waited for the
inevitable. Adj, the assistant manager of the
Army rally team, flicked the steering wheel one
way, then the other and floored the accelerator
again. I could feel the Land Rover slide beneath
us, snaking across the chalky track.

With a roar of engine and a spray of gravel, we
were through. Adj turned to me quickly and
glared. He had to shout above the noise of the
overworked Land Rover for me to hear him. “As
the co-driver, the ‘nav’, you are another set of

Driven crazy: Chris K-H

Soldier’s
bone-jarring
white-knuckle
ride with the
British Army
rally team

Chris Kinsville-Heyne is the victim

eyes for the driver, spotting holes and giving
warnings.” His own eyes snapped back to the
road, sizing up the conditions in a single glance.
Our world was rocked by another
rut. We both cursed. The maps in
my gloved hands felt heavy.

He grinned. “I saw both of
those way back.” We slid into the
next corner to the accompani-
ment of his laughter. The ever-
sturdy harness stopped me from
reaching out and throttling him.

Our Land Rover pulled into
the grassy service area and the
collective grins on the faces of the
Army team told me that this may
have happened to other novices
once or twice before. I eased my
still shaking body out of the stan-
dard Land Rover and was greeted
by the smiling facé of RAC Rally veteran and
Army team event manager, Sgt Mark “Jake”
Thake RAMC. I was quickly ushered into the
back of the management vehicle, a Vauxhall
Monteray, owned by civilian rally driver and
keen army rally supporter, Danny Spencer.

Once again, we set off across the Plain, albeit
at a slightly more sedate pace, en route to one of
the mid-stage service areas. Jake explained
about army rallying and his part in the team.

As the practice manager of the Medical
Centre at 17 Port and Maritime Regiment
RLC, Marchwood, Jake is a seasoned organiser.
He began rallying more than a decade ago
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Picures: Terry Champion

through the normal route for Service men and
women, the British Army Motoring Association
(BAMA).

“Everyone else does a “pace note” rally.
That’s where you read hieroglyphics off a sheet
detailing the course route. We concentrate on
reading straight off the map. It is incredibly diffi-
cult but it’s one of the reasons why British co-
drivers are the best in the world.

“I started rallying air portable Land Rovers in
Germany. Those were straight off the tank park
and I suppose I've just progressed through the
sport,” he added.

“I used to live down the road from Adj in

SOLDIER October 1997

Cyprus,” he explained. “I saw his rally car sit-
ting in his driveway one day and, basically, we’ve
been mates ever since. Lt Col Carl Hewitt is the
overall team manager but when the event starts [
take over. We’ve just had £15,000 in sponsor-
ship from Lex which we’ve spent on getting the
cars ready to compete in international events.”

At this event, the Southern Hillrally, they
were competing for the Land Rover Challenge
within the Land Rover Championships.

“This is not a closed shop. Anyone can do i.
But to drive or co-drive you have to work up
through BAMA.

Two mechanics were waiting for the first
Land Rover to race into view when we arrived.

® Turn to next page

g™

| power on! “Adj”

Sl -
makes the
right-hander look easy
The Army Rally Team were
competing in Class D.
Permitted modifications
included: additional
gauges, front seats,
springs and shock
absorbers (except their
standard location must be
retained), air filter ele-
ments, brake friction
materials, wheels, tyres,
additional spare wheel,
auxiliary lights, and under-
body protection.

Apart from that, it’s just
another Rover.
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Numbers 10 and 11. Two Class K 5-litre monsters line up at the start of the Southern Hillrally

White-knuckles

® From Page 31

Their talk was of “transfer boxes”, “low-ratios”,
“CJ’s”, and “rolling off”. Mechanics’ language.
The heat was still oppressive, the dust still
invading every orifice. The uncovered ones, at
least.

The Land Rover rocked to a halt. The driver,
Sgt “J]” Walker, from the Joint Air Transport
Establishment, stepped out of the mud-caked
vehicle. His rainbow-coloured sunglasses
were covered in dust. He twisted up the
microphone attached to his white,
open-faced helmet and pulled down
the black and brown shemagh that
covered his mouth and nose. Sweat
had discoloured his flame-retarding
suit and his voice showed the effort
the race had taken out of him.

“Four things that have to be
spot on: map reading, driving
skills, organisation, and crisis
management. So, all this,” he
pointed to his Land Rover
receiving attention from the
mechanics and the support
service crew, “is superb mili-
tary training.”

Soon “J]” was off to the
refuelling point with his nav,
LBdr Bryan Dymond from 32 Regt RA. Adj
caught up with us and discussed the set-up of
the vehicles. “When you consider that the stages
are over 57 square miles, so we will be driving
about 200 miles, the set-up of the vehicle is all
important. The brakes, suspension, tyres, every-
thing, needs to be right.”

Jake’s voice split the air. “Adj, Tam’s dropped
a piston and Tim’s lost his steering wheel.”
There was no panic, just a statement of facts. I
had problems visualising either.

The voice of LBdr “Tam” Burns cut across
the radio, his every word clear over the loud-
speaker. “We’re going nowhere. Black smoke,

JJ Walker under wraps

white smoke — you name it. The engine’s
blown.”

Tam had been leading the class. The feeling
of disappointment was tangible. Jake responded
immediately. “Okay, Tam, here’s what we do. . .”

While one chase car sped off to see Tam we
rushed back to main servicing and were met by
Dave Easby, a MoD employee and former
REME sergeant.

“Basically, Tim had the bolts on his steering
wheel sheer off halfway through the last stage.”
Tim walked up. A huge grin cut across his face.

“ T dunno. I just heard the bolts hit the

floor, I tried to turn the wheel and, well,
nothing happened. I had to hold the
wheel on with one hand, steer with the
other, and change gear with the other.”
The service crews and his nav, Cpl Mark
Burton from 3 REME, exploded in
laughter.

Prize-giving at the end of the
three-day rally was a loud, hot,
affair but the Army rally team
did well, with Tim and Mark

winning first and JJ and Bryan
coming second in the diesel
class.

Adj had the last word
before the team departed.
“I’m Jake’s right hand man for
this year, watching what he
does and how he does it. Last

year at the Scottish he pulled the team together
as it never had before. Iceland in a few weeks will
be my first one as event manager. The only way
to move Army rallying on is to promote it, get
soldiers involved in BAMA, then on to us.
Teamwork, skill, excitement, and a lot of fun.
Army rally has all that - and more.” The team
had reached the beer tent and called Adj in to
celebrate. “See you in Iceland?” he asked before
disappearing into the throng.

Well, if I can convince the Editor that 'm an
expert windscreen cleaner, ace headlight polish-
er, hot-shot water mug filler-upper he might,
just might, let me clean his car.

| want to start

allying! What
rshoyulcl9 | do next?

Right. Your first stop should
be the British Army Motoring
Association (BAMA) who run
12 night and day navigation
courses a year. All drivers and
co-drivers in the British Army
have to start through this
route irrespective of whether
you consider yourself an
expert, a novice, or an
absolute beginner.

You are in luck! Exercise
Roadmaster, the Army Driving
Championship for 1997, is to
be sponsored by the Defence
School of Transport between
October 30 and November 2,
1997 on Salisbury Plain.

It is a three-phase competi-
tion; two night navigation
phases and one day naviga-
tion, which is open to all ranks
of the Army and Royal
Marines, both Regular and TA.

Standard Land Rovers are
the vehicles to use and BAMA
are looking for 120 crews, with
ten reserves.

Entries can be Individual,
two persons; not necessarily
of the same unit or establish-
ment, or team; three individual
crews, either from the same
unit or a combined team.

Entry fee is £25 per crew
and a nominal fee of £7.50
per crew is also charged, but
you had better be quick.
Entries close at midday on
October 24.

Contact: Lt Col (Retd) Bob
Birrell, the British Army Motor-
ing Association (BAMA), DST,
Normandy Barracks, Lecon-
field, East Yorkshire, HU17
7LX (ATN Leconfield 5243).
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“Up a notch and a hair’s breadth
to the right.”
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“I take it, Bombardier, that you’ve not attended
any public relations training courses lately.”
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“I don’t think it is

BATCO, Colonel...
I think he’s dyslexic.”

“Up a bit and a nudge
to the right.”

The evolv
artillery comm

“Up a turn and a touch to the right.”
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& AN S : i Horse and rider at the Army riding

Images Willems Bal'l'ac . e : X : : b SR '_ school. Originally part of Beaumont

Barracks, it was one of three con-
structed for the cavalry at Aldershot.
The young Winston Churchill trained
as a recruit officer in Aldershot. He
learned to mount and dismount from
a bare-backed horse and jump with-
out stirrups or saddle

Pedestrians are dwarfed by this
entrance gate which marks the

south-west corner of the current
military town. It was the entrance
to Willems Barracks, one of three

Modern Aldershot retains g baracks constructed
architectural links with its
ba I' I'a Ck‘ I'OO m paSt Pictures: Mike Weston

Victoria
legacy

THE MESSAGE is clear on the road signs on the out-
skirts of the Hampshire town. “Welcome to Aldershot —
Home of the British Army”.

There has been a military community at Aldershot
since 1854 when the authorities established a hutted
camp for 20,000 troops on 25,000 acres of common
and heathland.

In 1881, work began to replace the huts with perma-
nent brick-built barracks, a process completed by the
middle of the next decade.

COLOUR ON THE STREETS

In the years before the First World War, off-duty
troops walking out in full dress lent vivid flashes of
colour to Aldershot’s streets. A local historian, the
late Howard Cole, recorded in his book, The Story of
Aldershot, that Sunday was the great day of the week,
when troops marched to the three main garrison
churches — the “Red Church” at the top of Wellington
Avenue, St George’s Church in Queen’s Avenue, and
the Garrison Church in Marlborough Lines.

“Units paraded in full dress — Hussars in their
braided jackets and busbies, Lancers in the coloured
plastron tunics and plumed caps, Dragoons with scarlet
tunics and shining helmets, Guardsmen in the tall
bearskins, bonneted and kilted Highlanders, Riflemen
in their distinctive dark green uniform, and the univer-
sal scarlet tunics and spiked helmets of the Infantry
of the Line.”

Incorporating
many of Florence
Nightingale’s
innovations, the
now unused
Cambridge Mili-
tary Hospital was
built in 1879 ata
cost of £45,000

Entering the main reading room of the Prince Consort's Library is like stepping back in time. Built in
1859, as a gift of Albert, Prince Consort, it was designed by Capt Francis Fowkes RE, who was also
responsible for the Royal Albert Hall and the Dublin National Gallery

Known as the “Red
Church” because
of its red-brick
exterior, the Royal
Garrison Church of
All Saints is rich in

! Aldershot’s
most famous

BARRACKS REPLACED landmark, the military history.
. . imposing Colours of
More than 50 years later, the town’s Victorian bar- equestrian regiments which
racks were demolished in a rebuild of military statue of the fought in the
accommodation. More than 20 barracks housing Duke of Indian Mutiny and

the Crimean War
hang in the

Wellington was
originally erect-

cavalry, RASC, artillery, sapper and infantry units were
flattened.

Fortunately, many examples of Aldershot’s Victorian The military observatory ed on top of the chancel. The walls
and Edwardian past survived the bulldozers, thanks opposite Headquarters 4 Triumphal Arch frir!l‘g rﬁg‘r,i‘:etg;rgtl;

Division was built in 1906 to
house a telescope donated
by the aeronautical expert,
Patrick Young Alexander. A

at Hyde Park
Corner in 1846.
It moved to
Aldershot, at

mainly to a historical trust responsible for the forma-
tion of a museum which tells the story of the Army’s
connection with Aldershot.

including one of
seven erected by
the 10th Hussars

Aldershot Military Museum (01252 314598) is key allowed the user to the suggestion to soldiers who
housed in the last pair of bungalow-type Victorian bar- switch off nearby street of the Prince of died in
rack buildings of a type which once covered the whole lights while observation Wales, in 1885 Afghanistan in
of North Camp. was in progress 1879
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GETTING THERE SHOULDN'T BE HALF THE BATTLE -
IT SHOULD BE HALF THE FUN!

We owe a lot to
our soldiers who
fight for us...

...guarding our freedom and protecting our
children’s future. Some fall on hard times.
We need your help to help them.

A donation, a covenant, a legacy or through
the Payroll Giving Scheme to
The Army Benevolent Fund will help soldiers,
ex-soldiers and their families in need.

To:The Army Benevolent Fund, Dept. SOL, 41 Queen’s Gate, London SW7 5HR
We owe a lot to the soldiers who fought so hard for our freedom and our
future and continue to protect us. | would like to make this contribution to
help those of them who are in need.
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Kitstop

Soldier looks at new developments in clothing and equipment

Combat 95 better than ever,
but introduction still delayed

Picture: Terry Champion

Reports: Graham Bound
SEVERAL new developments in Combat
95, the Army’s range of clothing designed
around Gore-Tex and other modern
materials, were on display at the Royal
Navy and British Army Equipment Exhi-
bition at Farnborough in September.

But officials from the Defence Clothing
and Textiles Agency, which is responsible
for design and manufacture, admitted
that, while the new developments mean
that the 1l-item range is greatly
improved, its introduction has not gone
as originally planned.

Several vears on, and with thought
already being give to the range of clothing
that will replace it in the year 2005, many
Army units are still waiting to receive the
full range of Combat 95.

Budget restrictions, quality control
problems and unexpected deployments
such as Bosnia and Angola were largely to

A CONSORTIUM of British, French
and German companies has unveiled a
wheeled armoured personnel
carrier that it be-
lieves will be a
versatile battle-
field transporter in
the next century.

The companies,
which include
Vickers, Alvis and
Panhard, collec-
tively known as
Team Internation-
al, produced a
mock-up of the
futuristic MRAV
(Multi-Role
Armoured Vehi-
cle) for display at
the Royal Navy
and British Army Equipment Exhibition.
The British Army is expected to need up
to 1,000 new battlefield vehicles early in
the next century, and invited companies
to bid for their design and manufacture.

French and German Armies are ex-
pected to need similar vehicles.

MRAV is said by the designers to meet
all three countries’ technical and opera-
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The reinforced Combat 95 leather glove

blame for disrupting the planned intro-
duction of the kit. The deployments
meant not only that the priority for kit
issue had to be given to operational
troops, but that war-zone wear and tear
demanded a constant flow of replacement
equipment.

Supply and distribution targets for the
kit, which is based on the “onion skin”
theory of layered warmth and versatility,

MRAV, which, if chosen, could be in service early in the next century

tional requirements, while allowing for
considerable versatility. In its normal per-
sonnel-carrying role, the capacious body
will carry up to 11 fully-equipped troops.
MRAV will also be suited for ambulance
work, mobile command, mortar launch-
ing, and armoured recovery.

Technical developments will, say the
makers, give the new vehicle enhanced

have not yet been achieved, but, accord-
ing to the DCTA, distribution is improv-
ing as the unexpected problems are
resolved.

Design and manufacturing improve-
ments to Combat 95 have convinced the
DCTA that the system has evolved into a
world-beater. Among the latest refine-
ments to the kit:

® The “fleece” jacket has is now fin-
ished in olive drab. Efforts to give the
warm jacket a DPM camouflage finish
were found to damage the thermal quali-
ties of the material.

@® Green leather gloves have been rein-
forced. Their use, particularly in Arctic
conditions, had revealed weaknesses.

® Early plans to use the “stashaway”
waterproof under the combat jacket have
been shelved. The garment is now manu-
factured in larger sizes for use as the outer
layer of clothing.

Could this be the APC
for new millennium?

protection against mines as well as pro-
tection from thermal and radar detection.

The MRAV may also
be armed. The version
being offered
to the Ministry
of Defence will
be equipped
with a manned
7.62mm mach-
ine-gun turret,
while others will
have a 25mm
cannon con-
trolled remotely
from the com-
mand cabin.

Deliveries
of the MRAV
could begin by
2005.

In the meantime, Team International
will be working hard to convince the
MoD that its combat vehicle can be an
economic replacement for such stalwarts
as Samson, Spartan, Sultan and Samari-
tan. There will be stiff competition from
a second consortium of five German
manufacturers and the British company
GKN Defence.
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Resettlement feature

Kit yourself out for civvy street

FOR SOME, the transition
from Army life to civvy street is
an easy one, but for others re-
settlement can be traumatic.

There is so much to think
about and often in a very short
period of time.

Where am I going to get a

job? Where are we going to
live? What will it be like to work
in a civilian company? How
will I fit in after so many years
in uniform?
Andsoon...anever-ending
stream of questions, each
bringing its own anxieties.

CREATING
A LEVEL
PLAYING FIEL

D

Soldiers would never consid-
er entering a battle zone unpre-
pared and badly-equipped.
Neither should they contem-
plate life after the Army with-
out the essential “kit” — advice,
information and qualifications.

All three are readily and pro-
fessionally available to the serv-
ing soldier, more so now than
at any time in the past.

They can be obtained both
from the Army itself through
its network of Resettlement
Centres and its positive and
healthy encouragement to train
for National Vocational Quali-
fications (NVQs); and from the
many colleges and universities
who offer comprehensive and
invaluable distance-learning
courses in a variety of subjects.

Where demands of duties,
irregular hours and inconve-
nient locations may be per-
ceived as obstacles to seeking
further education, they are also
three good reasons for serious-
ly considering a correspon-
dence course as a means of
obtaining qualifications.

SECURE EMPLOYMENT

And if information technolo-
gy (IT) is the chosen field then
Servicemen and women can
take heart from the fact that
such a career offers one of the
most secure employment paths
available today. Some tele-
phone numbers are on these
pages and elsewhere in the
magazine.

The prospective employer

may well recognise in the serv-
ing soldier skills and talents
which may need to be honed
and tailored specifically to the
demands of the business.

It has been shown that many
Servicemen and women resettle
in the area in which they last
served, which is where Train-
ing and Enterprise Councils
(TECs) can be of value.

TECs are companies respon-
sible for training and business
enterprise in their designated
areas; they receive Government
funding, part of which many of
them have allocated specifically
for the Armed Forces.

They use training providers
who train to the standard de-
manded by their local industry.
Many employers use the train-

ing companies themselves as
sources of skilled labour.

TECs can also help with the
acquisition and accreditation of
NVQs, competence-based qual-
ifications which are valuable
when job-hunting.

Telephone numbers for TECs
in England and Wales and LECs
(Local Enterprise Councils) in
Scotland can be found in Yellow
Pages.

An enormous and diverse
choice of careers awaits those
in the Armed Forces facing re-
settlement.

Armed with clear advice and
knowledge, the prospect of new
job, new employer may well
prove to be the best challenge
yet.

® More on Page 40
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or 137 years, The Corps of A CAREER IN SECURITY ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A NEW AND
Commissionaires has been placing former O O ANE Lo | ANTS EXCITING OCCUPATION/BUSINESS PC which s yours to keep after the cc
Armed Services personnel in meaningful (RBLA Security Services) ENVIRONMENT?

Since 7 Amraf has successfull
persenne art of their resettlen

This valued lobbying and
placement network has recently been extended,

civilian roles. . . -

Have vacancies for security officers throughout the

London region, also in Hayes & Brentford ,Middx,
Bracknell and Sunbury areas.

WOULD YOU LIKE THE OPPORTUNITY TO
RUN YOUR OWN ESTATE AGENCY?

via Service Connections, to match highly
trained and qualified recent Service personnel

with today’s enlightened employers’ specialist APPLICANTS MUST: WOULD A STRONG AND RESPECTED

discipline needs, in the UK and overseas. * Be Ex H M Forces or have previous TRADING NAME HELP?

If you are considering leaving or have Security Experience DO YOU NEED ADVICE ON FINANCE?

recently left the Armed Forces or represent an * Have a checkable work record . Tk

WOULD YOU LIKE CENTRAL SUPPORT?

WE CAN OFFER ALL OF THESE
AND MUCH MORE.

If you would be interested in discussing
a franchise outlet in
Hampshire, Wiltshire or Surrey

Please call in confidence ROGER PEARSON

Tel: 01962 735555
for a brochure and full details

organisation requiring specialist Services
experience in  Security and Facilities
Management, Electronics, Mechanical & Civil
Engineering, Technology,
Communications and Project
Development - we are well aware of the

* Possess excellent communications skills For a free copy of our training brochure call

01268 56050

out our

Information * Up to £5.70 per hour. Depending on location

Logistics, * Free uniform
* Paid holidays

* Premium rates for overtime

value of the Forces transferable skills and
employers’ needs to create a perfect match.

* Opportunities for promotion Amraf Training, 4 Station Court,
Wickford, Essex SS11 7AT

Fax 01268 562325

Email amraf@btinternet.com

* Vocational qualifications — City & Guilds
and NVQ Level 2

FOR AN INTERVIEW OR APPLICATION FORM
TEL: 0181 853 2884

SERVICE CONNECTIONS

Burford House, Leppington, Birch Hill,
Bracknell, Berks RGI2 TWW
Tel: 01344 858005 Fax: 01344 485666

- . . Internet www.amraf.co.uk Resettlement Courses
We have over 100 years of trading behind us!

D13

E.Mail: Service.Connections @Dial.Pipex.Com - =
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Resettlement feature

( CV Examples )

for the Infantry — Pte to WOI
Interview generating example CVs designed
for different fields of employment — CVs
available for each rank with many specialist
qualifications/jobs covered — quality content
— power presentation — different layouts and
styles. You can copy an entire CV or pick out
parts to build your own CV.
Send cheque for £12.99 payable to
SERVICE - CV, 2 TERN GARDENS,

PLYMPTON, PLYMOUTH PL7 2HZ
_ (Please state Rank of examples required) J

Law Enforcement Bodyguards
Association International
College accredited courses,
including home study courses.
Also quarterly magazine titled
“Bodyguards™ £3.00 per issue.
For more information contact
David Sea-Borne
Tel/Fax: 01284 700565 or

Mobile: 0850 453824 D13

Training Controller
c£20,000 + car + benefits

Birthdays is a fast growing, highly profitable retail

organisation based in Bury, Greater Manchester, with a

turnover in excess of £100m and over 400 outlets.

For details of further
resettlement features please contact
the Advertising Department on

In the last 9 months we have created a new Board

and Senior Management Team and have embarked on an
exciting period of development.

i 01252 347352 . To strengthen our newly formed Human Resource
WANTED Department we are looking for a high calibre individual
EXPERIENCED CHEFS to co-ordinate all field based training activities
Pastry chefs required for pm'mdﬂ;‘m le}u}l(d EXCELLENT HOME throughout Great Britain and Northern Ireland. Initially
temporary positions throughout the UK. o] e .
Temporary positions £6-£7 per hour plus fr:e BASED BUSINESS YOL{ prlo;ltleds W(;“ mdclijdceoi]s;zt::gs LB O; pcrc?rf:rc:)ll‘llr:z
acc dation. Per positions £10k- F " - writing standards an les, an |
£20k. ull or part-time. =
o ' training budgets.
Send C.V. or telephone for info . N
Leeway Recruitment, 17 Queens’s Street, Serious Income. Once the department’s credibility has been
Oldham, Lancs OL1 1RD. . . stablished, you will tackle wider issues, including the
Tel: 0161 633 0838 Fax: 0161 6333049, 7| Tel: 01635 299437 - ; y . (o wider ng
= provision of supervisory skills training at Head Office and

D13J|

/ Did you know? \

throughout the company.
A confident and competent presenter, you will have
first class training experience together with a track

A INTHEDARE )

ABOUTT . record which demonstrates strength in controlling
ITECTEAART TERTERETD Since 1992, the Royal and co-ordinating teams. In addition you will have a
RESETTILIEMIENTT & British Legion passion for standards and excellent organisation and
“Stepping Out” and Training Company communication skills - both verbal and written.

If you have the expertise we are looking for then
send a short CV and a covering letter of not more than
applications, 300 words explaining why you are especially suited to

Monday this role and this company and address it to: Nic Beesley,
13th HR Director, Birthdays Limited, Dumers Lane, Bury,
o LR LY Greater Manchester BL9 9UR.

Closing
date for

(RBLTC) has provided
resettlement training
and employment
advice to
approximately 7,000
service leavers, wives

and dependants.
- J

“Bridging the Gap” are
guides which contain
essential and
comprehensive
information on

- resettlement. /

EXECUTIVE
PROTECTION COURSES

1&2 week Israeli executive protection
courses in Oslo, Norway. Next 2 week

course date: 6.10.97 t0 18.10.97.
For details/brochure write to:
VIP Protection, 45 Albermarle St

WANTED

Long established PLC requires
self motivated people.
Run your own business from home.
Full/part-time investment £100-£200.
Full training and support

Call: 01342 712265

An exciting opportunity to run your own

business in quality food retailing ...

Elegant Cuisine is an established business , 4th FI, London. W1X 3FE. Bis for frec information pack. B
retailing gourmet frozen foods with delivery @
direct to the customer’s door. We’re looking for

y NEED A CV?

Very Busy
Vehicle Body Shop

highly motivated people to join our franchise
operation with exclusive territories available
through the UK.

For free details contact the
specialists in FORCES' CVs
(Established 1981)

: — Fully equipped, oven, ||% etc. ELipe e
For details call Elegant Cuisine now: On Hampshire, Wiltshire border. Sution Coldfieid,
Tel: 01743 465533 Reason for sale, ill health. NS erA

Head Office: Unit C5 Greenwood Court
Cartmel Drive, Shrewsbury SY1 3TB.

LOCKSMITHING

* YOU HAVE COMPLETED/OR ARE COMPLETING YOUR SERVICE IN THE
FORCES.

& TRAIN FOR A NEW CAREER AS A SELF EMPLOYED MOBILE
LOCKSMITH. BE YOUR OWN BOSS WORKING FROM HOME. (NOT A
FRANCHISE, NO COMMISSION TO PAY.)

* YOU CAN TURN OVER £4,000+ PER MONTH.
* WE TRAIN AND ADVISE YOU, YOU WON'T BE ON YOUR OWN.

* WE HAVE 17 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN LOCKSMITHING. WE TRAIN
ALL OF THE MAJOR LOCKSMITH FRANCHISES IN THE COUNTRY
AND MANY INDEPENDENT LOCKSMITHS.

* OUR COMPANY IS RUN BY EX SERVICE PERSONNEL WHO SPEAK
YOUR LANGUAGE.

@ COURSES CONDUCTED THROUGHOUT THE YEAR.

B.C. LOCKSMITHS TRAINING LTD, 27A TARSMILL COURT,
ROTHERWAS TRADING ESTATE, HEREFORD HR2 6JZ.
TEL: (01432) 342159

@ SOLDIER October 1997

0121-355 2187

SERVICES

FOR SALE

FRENCH RIVIERA
BASED SECURITY COMPANY
SPECIALISING IN ALARM INSTALLATIONS &
CENTRAL STATION MONITORING

Tel: 01794 884994
Mr Puddick - £17,000 ono.

Price orF £350,000 INCLUDES
LEASE, EQUIPMENT, STOCK, VEHICLES & CLIENTS

For further details please contact:
Valbonne Securité Center, 500 Route de Nice,
06560 Valbonne, France

Kindly enclose your banker's reference




Military heritage

The Rifle Brigade

THE Rifle Brigade was formed in 1800
as the Experimental Corps of Riflemen,
designed to exploit new ideas in weapons
and tactics in the war against the French.

From the outset its dress was distinc-
tive, as all members of the regiment were
clad in dark green rather than red coats.
Officers wore uniforms based on that of
the light cavalry of the day, but in dark
green.

Special tactics were devised to en-
courage marksmanship and skirmishing,
including a series of shooting positions
(such as the kneeling and sitting positions)
most of which are still taught today.

Equipment was also developed towards
this end, with the issue of the Baker rifle,
designed by Ezekiel Baker, a London gun-
smith. The bayonet associated with
this rifle had a sword-like hilt and the
custom of referring to the bayonet
as a “sword” persisted long after
this pattern of bayonet fell into
disuse.

By then known as the 95th
or Rifle Regiment, the unit
served with distinction thr-
oughout the Peninsular cam-
paign and fought at Waterloo,
where its soldiers supplied skir-
mish lines positioned in ad-
vance of the main body of the
British infantry.

Throughout the 19th centu-
ry, the regiment’s distinctive
dress was maintained. As light
cavalry regiments became hus-
sars, the officers’ uniforms con-
tinued to follow the style of
dress worn - including the
pelisse (a short fur-trimmed
jacket usually worn slung from the left
shoulder) and, as hussar dress changed, a
tunic with frogging across the breast.

The dark green colour, known as “rifle
green” and cause of a great number of
headaches for dyers and tailors, continued
to be used. On many occasions, particu-

S \=7
e

service. The
crown at the

the Battle of

4@?

SRR

The regimental badge
introduced in 1956
bears many of the
Battle Honours con-
ferred upon the regi-
ment over its years of

marks its presence at

hagen in 1801

British Army’s
19th century
special weapons
and tactics team

larly for undress uniforms, the suppliers
gave up and issued black clothing on the
grounds that rifle green was so dark a
shade nobody would notice the difference.
Surprisingly, of the regiments involved
in the Indian Mutiny, the Rifle Brigade
(which acquired this title in 1816) contin-
ued to wear dark green while most
h}l others adopted various shades of
%% what was to become khaki. It did
not make the change until
March 1858, and even then
reverted to its normal green
by December of that year.

Although retaining the dark

green, the Rifle Brigade’s uni-

forms changed — particularly
for the rank and file — in step
with regular infantry dress.
Officers continued to follow
hussar patterns of dress.

When the pattern of shako
changed, as it did several times
during the 19th century, the
Rifle Brigade conformed -
although dark green shakos
were worn rather than dark
blues ones. In 1872 a special
busby was adopted (shaped
somewhat like a shako, howev-

er) made of lambskin for officers and seal-
skin for the men. They lost the busby in
1878 when, along with the rest of the
infantry, their head-dress became the
home service helmet (the “policeman”
shaped helmet, still worn by many regi-
mental bands and corps of drums in full

naval
base

Copen-

dress today). To retain some differences,
their helmets were dark green rather than
blue, and had bronze fittings and chin
chains rather than brass.

In 1890, the busby was restored butin a
different shape, and continued to be worn
as the full dress head-dress through the
20th century. Other distinctions served to
enliven 20th century uniforms — black
buttons were worn wherever practical and
badges of rank worn on khaki service
dress, and later battle dress, were made in
dark green on a black backing.

In 1958, the Rifle Brigade, which had
borne the title of “Prince Consort’s Own”
for nearly a century, was renamed as the
3rd Green Jackets (The Rifle Brigade).

This move presaged the eventual amal-
gamation with the 1st and 2nd Green
Jackets (more commonly known as the
Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light
Infantry and the King’s Royal Rifle Corps
respectively) to form The Royal Green
Jackets.

This regiment to this day continues
many Rifles traditions in its dress, includ-
ing black buttons, a busby on the rare
occasions the full dress is seen, and dark
(or rifle) green forage caps and No.l
Dress uniforms. — Megan C Robertson

THE uniform shows signs
of the hard conditions
endured in the Peninsula
| by members of the regi-
ment. One man present, a
Lt Simmons, wrote: “My
jacket is brown instead of
green. Never was seen
such a motley group of fel-
lows ...l am a perfect
guerrilla.”

The sergeant’s sash is

interesting: unlike most
regiments of this period,
who gave their sergeants
crimson worsted waist
sashes with a central stripe
in the regimental facing
colour, the regiment’s
sergeants wore stiff scarlet
sashes with a black central
line.

The rosette on the shako
indicates the individual's

prowess at marksmanship;
those capabile of hitting
four out of six targets wore
green rather than black.
Unlike most soldiers of
the day, who were required
to wear stiff and uncomfort-
able leather stocks around
their necks, Riflemen wore
softer cloth stocks .. ..
which enabled them to look
around more comfortably!

Sergeant, 1809 - painted by Charles Stadden

Picture courtesy
Soldier Print
Society. Military
postcards are
available from
Stamp Publicity
(Worthing) Ltd., 28
Windlesham Road,
Shoreham-by-Sea,
West Sussex
BN43 5AE. . -
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World of wheels

DEMAND for four-wheel drive vehicles
of all shapes and sizes seems to know no
limits and as more and more people turn
to this type of transport, Land Rover
continue to take the major share of the
market, writes Syd Taylor.

When it comes to combining rugged
off-road capability with image and com-
fort, few can approach the overall appeal
of the Discovery. The prestigious stature
gives it a presence all of its own — a certain
imposing majesty which other off-roaders
don’t have.

Standing high above lesser traffic it
reflects the heritage that makes it one of
the world’s great vehicles, offering an
individual look to create a feeling of
assured authority.

There’s an intangible sense of confi-
dence wherever you go and everywhere
the Discovery receives the kind of atten-
tion reserved for very few vehicles — it’s
easy to see why it has such a strong fol-
lowing.

Meticulous attention to detail has gone
into the construction of the Discovery
and the panel fit and finish is exceptional
for this class of car. Excellent build quali-
ty of the aluminium and steel body
reflects its stature, creating a powerful
presence and giving tremendous strength
and resilience too.

GOOD LOOKER

Distinctive and different, the Discov-
ery 300 TDi ES tested — which costs
£30,230 on-the-road — looks good from
any angle, making it the paradox of the
off-roader’s traditional utlitarian image:
the Discovery simply shouts quality.

As everyone knows, off-roading is not
the main concern to the majority of
buyers, yet Land Rover have kept the Dis-
covery’s off-road abilities at the forefront
in developing the latest models.

However, in deference to those who are
more concerned with the interior than the
vehicle’s ability to take them where others

Dream voyage |
of Discovery

“High-command vehicle

simply shouts quality

fear to tread, Land Rover’s latest is com-
prehensively equipped and elevates its
image in the market place.

Access to the big cabin is easy via large
wide-opening doors and once inside you
enjoy real luxury in this ruggedly hand-
some vehicle which offers style and com-
fort for every activity — there’s the same
sort of finish which you find in a luxury
saloon.

You get space and accommodation in
abundance and there’s ample legroom for
front and rear passengers with room for
up to seven people when using the two
fold-down seats in the rear load area.

There’s room too to swap around pas-

senger and luggage space with the folding
rear seat down so you can have a cav-
ernous load area when needed.

The extra height of the Discovery
means that it is particularly easy to carry
those awkward items which would just
not fit in some of its rivals.

A great deal of intelligent thought has
gone into the Discovery’s design and
there’s more than enough stowage space
for small items and all the trappings of
family travel.

A luxurious interior and an impressive
standard equipment specification on the
top-of-the-range 5 Door ES model
tested, makes this version of the Discov-

All-round visibility — and a commanding view of the road

October 1997 SOLDIER
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Land Rover Discovery 300 TDi ES 5-door

ery a particularly attractive proposition.

You get driver and passenger airbags,
leather facings for seats which support in
all the right places, electrically-operated
and heated front seats, electric windows,
headlamp power wash, electrically adj-
ustable and heated door mirrors, electric
twin glass sunroofs for fresh air fiends,
heated front screen, air conditioning,
remote central locking and, of course, a
top line stereo. Externally the ES sports
stylish duo-tone alloy wheels and roof
rails as standard.

JUST RIGHT

For the driver, everything is just right.
You enjoy a commanding view of the road
and all-round visibility is excellent, with
the rear door mounted spare wheel being
quite unobtrusive. Instruments and con-
trols are in just the right position and
switches operated with a positive and
well-damped action. The electric window
switches are well placed on the centre
console, the steering column angle is
adjustable and the column mounted
stalks control indicators, variable inter-
mittent wipers and lights. Everything is
well laid out.

Power comes from an eager and
refined 2.5 litre turbo-charged direct
injection diesel engine which develops
over 111 bhp and 195 Ib/ft of torque from
as low as 1800 rpm. This gives the Dis-
covery a top speed of over 90 mph, yet at
the same time fuel consumption is very

SOLDIER October 1997

Meet Syd Taylor, who will be road-
testing a wide range of vehicles for
Soldier as well as reporting other
items of interest from the world of
wheels.

A former teacher and college lec-

turer, Syd is now a full-time motoring
- writer whose
work appears in a
variety of news-
papers and maga-
zines.

Although he
has driven “every
car under the
sun” his interests
are not restricted
| tofour-wheeled
- ' transport - he
regularly pens pieces on motor-
cycling, aviation and sailing. When
prised away from his desk he relishes
country pursuits.

Syd sparks this major new Soldier
feature off to a turbo-charged start
with the latest version of one of
motoring’s modern icons — the Land
Rover Discovery 300 TDi ES 5 Door.

reasonable and throughout the test an
average of over 30 mpg was achieved. It’s
an engine which demonstrates a surpris-
ing degree of flexibility in the higher gears
and it is a pleasure to drive on both cross-
country and motorway journeys. An
instant starter and now much quieter and
smoother than before, it doesn’t set any
records on performance, but to be fair,
change down and you can overtake with

confidence. On motorways there’s no
need to adjust the radio volume when
cruising at the legal limit and for such a
large vehicle, wind and mechanical noise
is remarkably subdued.

As well as excellent on-road manners,
the Discovery has devastating off-road
ability. Whether you’re negotiating a
rocky track or ploughing through a
muddy field towing a horse-box, the Dis-
covery’s permanent four-wheel drive,
with centre differential lock and high and
low ratio gears, gives exceptional traction
whatever the conditions.

BEST IN ITS CLASS

During this test there was no off-road
use, but previous experience elsewhere
confirms the Discovery’s outstanding
ability. ABS is standard on this model and
disc brakes are fitred all-round to provide
excellent stopping power, suitably pro-
portional to foot pressure.

In general driving terms the Discovery
is very user-friendly and although big and
bulky at a glance, it is quite effortless to
handle.

Land Rover’s Discovery is an ultra-
competent, highly-practical vehicle,
delivering not only lots of power, but a
high degree of refinement and eye-catch-
ing image too. It is possibly the best vehi-
cle in its class and it’s no wonder that
it represents the aspirational dream of
four-wheel-drive enthusiasts everywhere.
© Syd Taylor
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COMBAT STRESS

From earlier wars we had ‘Shell i
Shock'. Today they call it ‘Combat
Stress'. What Corporal Alan Young
saw and heard in Sarajevo left him
cowering in a corner. And he still
can't leave his room.

For many veterans, not just
from Bosnia but from the Falklands, ﬁ
Korea, and especially the Second
World War, the story is the same.
‘Combat Stress' can shatter a
life forever. ' : i 3 Courtasy of Soidier Magazine

Today Alan is looked after by . . . i
the Ex-Services Mental Welfare Society. With over 4,000 men and women to care for and | AQ entertains: accounts of past battles, historic
who knows how many more, we need every penny you can spare. Psychiatric care, \ campaigns, personality profiles, ensure that you will always
nursing and the management of our homes costs money that will only find something in the Journal to absorb you.
come from people like you, people who care about those who gave

Just a few reasons
why you should subscribe to

Army Quarterly
and Defence Journal

AQ informs — not just on Britain and NATO Defence
Strategy — but over a whole range of international defence
topics.

more than they could spare. AQ keeps you up to date. We publish around 800 items of
7 Please do help. We have need of every penny urgently. Army news in the four issues each year. The Army
COMBAT They tried to give more than they could. Quarterly Diary gives a continuing picture of current
Please give as much as you can. military, diplomatic and political problems world wide.

AQ has the most interesting features, the best writers and

To protect those concerned this is an amalgam of case histories in our care. ‘
a wide range of book and video reviews.

There is more. If you take out a subscription before 31 Dec,

EX-SERVICES MENTAL WELFARE SOCIETY 1997, we will give you the two previous issues of the
Dept.SDR. Broadway House. The Broadway, Wimbledon SW19 1RL Telephone: 0181-543 6333 | Journal with your first copy free of charge!

D Please find enclosed my donation for £50/€20/€10/£5/£ Reg. Charity No. 206002

or charge my Access/Visa/Charitycard No.

‘ Subscription 1997 £52.00. Three-Year contract £138.00.

|
| (I I I I IIIITIITIT] Toyram | . .
:] Please send me further details about the Ex-Services Mental Welfare Society Write now plus your remittance to:
Name (BLOCK LETTERS) I Army Quarterly and Defence Journal
Address 1 West Street, Tavistock, Devon PL19 9DS
| Signature SOR | Tel: 01822 613577 Fax: 01822 612785

Data Protection Act: We may occasionally wish to contact you with news of our work. If you would prefer

| that we do not, please tick the box D I
D&

T-SHIRTS XNT) FREEW PRINTED or Swntbroidered
POLOSHIRTS  £13.50 NAI41] ERCRCTIAILELC Ly
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’ CIA " s H I * SWEATSHIRTS ?
SWEATSHIRTS £14.50 R1gl]Iq R [ L \t,,
Al 7 g 26p6) = ¥ i y
RUGBYSHIRTS £22.50 (AT b . g:lc::v_rgt;lsn'rs ‘ -
gy 3 2EPps) > - ' “ - : 48
DRILL TOPS £22.50 BRatuly S ; SWEATERS « CAPS Sy :
FROM TEES TOTAL BY MAIL ORDER ONLY A RANGE POLOSHIRTS AND CAPS, M) the U.Ks leading supplior to | SBIGN
OF EMBROIDERED GARMENTS WITH BRITISH FORCES I 130 e 3 : pi - BMcEgrces comtact ¥
LETTERING & A CHOICE OF THE FOLLOWING EMBLEMS. Yo T ‘ TEES TOTAL
SFOR BADGE, NATO FLAG, STOCK DESIGNS . High '!‘:Ireer,w.oorlon Bassett, 1
9\ T/ S UNION JACK (UJ), AVAILABLE. - TEL: (01753) Ba988s
0 & SCOTTISH FLAG (SC), CREDIT TERMS AVAILABLE : ;
WELSH FLAG (WELSH), oot [ ¥l FAX:(01793) 849890 {

NO EMBLEM (NE).
(NE) RETURN YOUR ORDER FORM ALONG WITH YOUR PAYMENT TO TEES TOTAL, 153 HIGH STREET,

SHIRT COLOURS AVAILABLE:- WOOTTON BASSETT , SWINDON , WILTSHIRE SN4 7AB. PLEASE MAKE ALL CHEQUES / POSTAL
T-SHIRTS (WHITE,OLIVE,NAVY) ORDERS PAYABLE TO TEES TOTAL. ALLOW 28 DAYS FOR DELIVERY.
A 6 POLOSHIRTS (OLIVE, NAVY) FILL IN YOUR ADDRESS DETAILS BELOW OR IF YOU WISH TO PAY BY CREDIT CARD ( ACCESS,
O e SWEATSHIRTS (OLIVE, NAVY) VISA, MASTERCARD,EUROCARD ) PLEASE COMPLETE IN FULL.
RC RUGBY SHIRTS (BOTTLE,NAVY)
DRILL TOPS (BOTTLE , NAVY) CARDHOLDERS FULL NAME (Please Print) : ..
SIZES:- MEDIUM (36-38) , LARGE (40) , EX-LARGE (42-44) DELIVERY / CREDIT CARD BILLING ADDRESS ...
EX-EX-LARGE (46) BUT N/A IN OLIVE POLOS & SWEATS.
BT T T T T 0 | oot ssosiss s
TYPE COLOLR SIZE EMBEEM |G RSk ivsivsisisiiniais
wearonweenss | | [ [ [ [ [[[[[[][]]]T]
VALID FROM -..coovnriniienniiesnrinnsremsseesssessssssessseses s VALID TO fmoteeeeeeeeeee oo
CARD ISSUE No. (Where more than one person is authorised to use card) ................ocovvvevnnns
| AUTHORISE TEES TOTAL TO DEBIT MY CARD AS PAYMENT FOR MY ORDER TO THE VALUE OF £....ovovovovv
ALL PRICES INCLUDE P & P TOTAL COST CARDHOLDERS SIGNATURE .................. s DATE ..
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Second Fusiliers crush

Bosnian resistance

A TOUR of duty in Bosnia proved no
disadvantage to the rugby-mad 2nd Bat-
talion, The Royal Regiment of Fusiliers.

Based at Gornji Vakuf, the fusiliers
took on top pre-war club Zenica in front
of an appreciative crowd of 150. The
local team exerted intense pressure from
the start and scored an early try which
was converted.

The scratch 2 RRF XV picked up the
pace and Fus Phil Marsh, a member of
the Infantry Rugby League side, crossed
for a try. They scored again before the
interval when LCpl Pete Clarke made a
blistering break from inside his own half
and touched down between the posts.
Capt Charlie Thompson converted.

A short-lived Zenica flurry at the start
of the second half died away in the face
of pressure from the fitter soldiers, and
Marsh scored again, Thompson again
adding the conversion,

The game became a ragged series of
rucks and mauls, with Zenica scoring
against the play for a final score of 19-12
to 2 RRF.

Lt Col Gary Cass, CO of 1 RRF, was
delighted with the result. “Sport in
Bosnia is very popular and events such as
this do much to develop the will of the
people for peace and also to encourage
support for pro-SFOR opinion,” he said.

Welsh and Zulus in

WHILE some might doubt the wisdom of
trying to develop a game in a country that
proudly claims to be the world champi-
ons, that is exactly what the rugby team of
the 1st Barttalion, The Royal Regiment of
Wales attempted to do.

A century after the heroic involvement
of the regiment’s forefathers at Rorke’s
Drift and Isandlwana, a rugby squad from
1 RRW visited South Africa to strengthen
ties with its new allied unit, 121 Infantry
Battalion of the SA Defence Force
through sport and community develop-
ment projects.

While rugby flourishes throughout the
Republic in urban areas, it has remained
underdeveloped and underfunded in
rural townships.

The Welshmen took part in a series of
coaching clinics in KwaZulu Natal organ-
ised by Natal Rugby Union Development
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No push-over. A scratch Fusiliers side (right) packs down against Zenica of Bosnia

® The 2nd Barttalion also won the
British Forces Germany Rover Rugby

and left behind them balls, tackle bags,
post shields, contact pads and cones
donated by Rhino Sports Equipment.

Clinics were an outstanding success
and the tourists were amazed at how
quickly children developed levels of skill
that usually take years to emerge. The
commitment of many of the youngsters,
even while playing in bare feet on rock-
hard ground, had some of the coaching
staff wincing.

The battalion’s rugby also benefited
from the hard and quick game played by
strong opposition. A relatively young and
inexperienced squad matured beyond
recognition during the five games on the
tour, losing three and winning two.

There were defeats by Westfield Old
Boys in Durban (27-10), Richard’s Bay
(27-10) and a Pietermaritzburg Develop-
ment XV (36-15) containing several

Shield when they beat Headquarters
ARRC Support Battalion 23-9.

rematch

Natal Under-21 players, and wins against
Hluhluwe (22-5) and Mtubatuba (49-5).
In most games the tourists gave away as
much as two stone a man up front, but
were never outplayed at any stage of the
tour.

No trip to South Africa by members of
24th/41st Foot would be complete with-
out a tour of Rorke’s Drift. This was pos-
sibly the largest party of serving Welsh
soldiers to wvisit the battlefield since the
conflict. The young rugby players left the
area intensely proud of their heritage.

The level of hospitality shown by 121
Infantry Battalion was outstanding and
the tour attracted huge press and televi-
sion coverage within South Africa and
was featured on sports channels in the
United Kingdom.

Man behind the tour was Capt Chris
Chudleigh, 1 RRW’s 1st XV captain.
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The Cold Steel Collection
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Some of our extensive range of framed
pewterware and Alix Baker Prints.

The Eagle, fast, aggressive and lethal, a perfect
symbol of the Army Air Corps in this anniversary
year. (Complete with badge.)

We hold in stock a
full range of 1/100th
and 1/300th scale
military vehicles for
use in AFV

recognition training
(as seen in Defence
Recognition Journal)

Certificates and
mounts, pewter
qualification

£ 59 95 badges, high

volume or just for
This superb figure by Ray Brown and yourself. Please ring

exclusive to Victory Models. Depicts the for details.

Sniper walking with the L96 rifle and his

guilie suit head cover down. It stands 11'/: We are the sole

distributers of the ‘Ray
Brown' range of
figures all available
painted or cold cast
bronze. (All now
come on a high base
plus badge as shown
with the sniper.)

inches high on a dark base and comes
complete with the regimental badge of
your choice (please specify when ordering).
A personally engraved brass plaque is also
available at the additional cost of £2.20

(please write clearly when ordering)

Commissions taken on figures Your motif in pewter framed Platoons/BN ring for details
3 33a Platts Eyot, L Sunbury Rd,
VlCtory Models Hampton, Middlesex TW12 2HF
Tel: 0181 9417766 Fax: 0181 941 6606

To order by phone, mail or fax Pay by cheque or credit/debit card '- A
Postage & packing: Figures £2.80 - Engraved plaque £2.20 E sw7r)rc~ L

Please send £2.00 for our full colour catologue (15 pages A4) Full AFV list included.
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PWRR
power
home
at the
double

CRICKETERS of the Canterbury-based
1st Battalion, The Princess of Wales’s
Royal Regiment will look back fondly on
24 hours in September when they won
two important trophies on consecutive
days, writes Rupert Ross-Hurst.

They have been threatening to win the
Army Cup for some time and their
moment came in the Major Units final
against 33 Engineer Regiment (EOD).

The sappers, last year’s losing finalists,
ended up on the wrong side of a heavy
defeat but put up a good fight in the field,
bowling and fielding exceptionally well.

Put in to bat at Aldershot, 1 PWRR got
off to a solid start with a 49-run partner-
ship between SSgt “AJ” Cliffe (33) and
Cpl Steve Cornhill, the Army and Com-
bined Services fast bowler and a useful
bat at this level.

BROTHERS

With all three Cornhill brothers
involved, the family was certain to have an
influence on the outcome.

Alongside Steve were brothers Sgt
Darran Cornhill, the Combined Services
medium pacer who was also a key
member of this year’s Inter-Services’ win-
ning Army side, and LCpl Richard Corn-
hill, a useful all-rounder who was selected
for the Army’s farewell tour to Hong
Kong last October.

With the Royal Engineers giving little
away, the PWRR were never able to get on
top of the bowling and did well to reach a
total of 213-8 off their 40 overs. Lt Mike
Hall was the top scorer with an undefeat-
ed 40.

In reply, the 33 Engr Regt batsmen
found the Cornbhill trio almost impossible
to get away and, with Cpl Adam Dodman
cleaning up the tail, were always behind
the run rate. A good innings by Shaw
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Sgt Darran Cornhill loses his wicket in the Army Cup final against 33 Engineer Regiment
(EOD). He was one of three brothers in the 1 PWRR team which won the trophy by 83 runs

(56), who had both kept wicket and
bowled well, was not enough to keep
them in contention.

Once Sgt Bunn, LCpl Knowles-Pfeiffer
and Spr Needham had departed, tight
and accurate bowling took 1 PWRR to an
83-run win.

And the team’s winning streak did not
end there. The following day AJ Cliffe
scored 101 as they beat the 1st Battalion,
The Prince of Wales’s Own Regiment of
Yorkshire in the final of the Infantry Cup
at Tidworth. It was the regiment’s fifth
consecutive Infantry Cup championship.

After scoring 200 in their 50 overs, 1
PWRR’s bowlers shared the wickets as 1
PWO were dismissed for 87.

Army Cup: 1 PWRR 213-8 (40 overs) (Lt
Hall 40 not, SSgt Cliffe 33). 33 Engr Regt
(EOD) 130 (34 overs) (Spr Shaw 56; Cpl
Dodman 3-38, Cpl S Cornhill 2-12). 1 PWRR
won by 83 runs.

Infantry Cup: 1 PWRR 200 (SSgt AJ Cliffe
101), 1 PWO 87. 1 PWRR won by 113 runs.

The Minor Units match was a repeat of
the 1996 final, but for a reversal of the
result, with 29 Regiment RLC overturn-
ing 42 Survey Engineer Group, winners
of their meeting a year ago.

Maj John Stamp, whose half-century in
the 1996 final went a long way towards
winning a close game for the Hermitage-
based map-makers, again batted well.
Just as he looked set to go on to another
big score he ran himself out for 43, expos-
ing a tail that was knocked over cheaply.

Asked to make just 124 to win, 29 Regt
were always in control. Capt Richards,
LCpl Johnstone, Pte Jones and LCpl
Roberts saw them home to with four
wickets and and nearly ten overs to spare.

A credit to the units involved in both
Major and Minor finals was the spirit in
which they were contested.

42 Svy Engr Gp 123 (34 overs) (Maj Stamp
43; LCp! Roberts 3-25). 29 Regt RLC 124-6
(30.4 overs) (Spr Fife 3-21). 29 Regt RLC
won by 4 wickets.

Loggies merit their unbeaten Grouse record

WINNERS of the Grouse inter-corps
cricket merit table were the Royal Logis-
tic Corps. The loggies won all four of the
games they actually played, were award-
ed two walkovers (against the Roval
Artillery and the medics) and had their

games against the Royal Armoured
Corps and the Royal Signals abandoned.

The signallers, also undefeated, were
second after dropping points in a draw
against the RAC, who finished third in
the merit table.

Picture: Terry Champion
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Smashing time

for Army strikers

EIGHT goals in two games signalled a
cracking start to the Army’s representa-
tive season as their football programme
kicked off with trials matches against
Uxbridge and Bicester Town on consec-
utive days.

There were a lot of new faces in the
squad which assembled at Uxbridge,
writes Derrick Bly.

And against a team made up mostly of
reserve players the Army were allowed to
play some superb football in a 3-1 win in
which newcomer Pte Steve Carter
(RLC) scored two goals on his debut and
Sig John Galliford (3 (UK) Div HQ and
Sigs), a former Army Youth team plaver,
also got himself on the scoresheet.

Coach QMSI Duncan Russell was
delighted with the football played in a
very encouraging opening performance.

And there was more for him to
applaud the following day when the

Army trailed 2-1 to Hellenic League
Bicester Town before blasting back with
a four-goal blitz in the second half.

New faces Pte Lee Whittle (15 Regt
RI.C) and Sig Chris Watts (27 Tpt Regt
RLC) were glad of the experience of
WO2 Kevin Parkin (Sch of Sigs) in
defence against two sharp Bicester front-
men, but the home side still managed to
go two up before Galliford pulled one
back just before the break.

Coach Russell introduced Pte Steve
Bird (1 Cheshire) and LCpl John Wills
(1 Staffords) in the second half and the
onslaught began.

Two goals from the dangerous Pte
David Cameron (A and SH) and one
each from Sgt Paul Murgatroyd (9 Sp
Regt RLC) and late substitute LCpl
Dave Hope (39 Regt RA) completed a
comprehensive second-half demolition
of the home defences.

LR L N P R
Greenfield wins

medals in Prague

TWO Army divers represented Great
Britain at the European Masters champi-
onships in Prague and returned home
with two medals.

SSgt Amos Greenfield (APTC),
attached to Bielefeld-based MTW(G),
won silver and bronze medals in the 3m
and 1m events, while Cpl Paula Rowan
(ATR Pirbright) finished seventh off the
Im board, fifth at 3m and sixth in the
highboard event. She was competing for
GB for the first time.

Competitors from 15 nations took part
with a choice of three disciplines: 1m and
3m springboard and platform off 5m,
7.5m and 10m.

Army divers have swept the board at
Service level this summer, taking first and
second places in both male and female
3m springboard and highboard events.

For Greenfield, the Army diving coach,
the Prague championships were an
opportunity to regain his title in the plat-
form and improve on his placings in the
springboard events. He last represented

Second in Prague: SSgt Amos Greenfield

GB in 1995 in Italy, gaining a gold medal
in the platform and placing fourth and
fifth in the 1m and 3m springboard.
Anyone interested in diving or taking
part in future competitions can contact
Greenfield on Bielefeld Mil 3254.

Wanted: a lot
more players

WHAT has happened to the Army’s net-
ball players? The once-thriving Army
Netball Association was disappointed
when only ten players turned up for its
first “workshop” of the 1997-98 season at
Aldershot.

Now officials are anxious to publicise
the next workshop at Maida Gymnasium
on October 11-12, when a mixture of
coaching skills and games against local
civilian teams has been arranged.

Netball is widely played at unit and
corps level, and the highlights of the
season include the finals of the inter-unit
knockout competition on November 22,
the inter-corps’ on January 24, both at
Maida Gym, and the inter-Service tour-
nament on March 9-10 at RAF West
Drayton.

An added incentive for the Army’s top
players is a proposed tour to Canada next
sumimer.

Despite a relative lack of players to
select from, the Army last year came close
to ending the RAF’s ten-year domination
of the sport. Several members of that
squad went on to win Combined Services
honours.

Players of any standard are asked to
contact Capt Jenny King on 01780
782182.

QR ]
High-speed offer

FANCY your chances at bobsleigh, luge
or skeleton racing. Week-long courses in
all three high-speed ice sports are avail-
able to Regular and Territorial Army per-
sonnel in Lillechammer, Norway between
October 19 and November 1.

Cost to individuals is £250. Choice of
two training weeks: Oct 19-26 or Oct 26-
Nov 1. Fax details by Oct 7 to Capt P A
McClellan RE on 01622 767333 or Mil
(766) 3333,

London reckoning

ARMY triathletes were holding their
annual championships in conjunction
with the London triathlon, the biggest in
Europe. More than 3,500 athletes were
expected to take part in the event, which
involved a 1,500m swim in West India
Dock, a 40km cycle ride towards the city
airport and a 10km run back into Canary
Wharf. One of the major sponsors of the
event was SSAFA Forces Help.
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SPORTING PROFILE

Joe Roach, the Army’s Director of Football, with the sponsored car he has been given

Roach the coach
spreads the word

“I REALLY want people to be aware of
what coaching is available through the
Army Football Association,” says Joe
Roach, the Army Football Association’s
newly-appointed Director of Coaching.

“We coach at all levels; from prelimi-
nary to FA advanced coaching licence,”
he added. “But the regimental level is
always the grass-roots of the sport.”

He should know. The ex-Army Phys-
ical Training Corps QMSI, who hung
up his uniform in May after 22 years,
plaved for the Army just a year after
joining up in 1975. He went on to win
most honours in the game, captained
his service on many occa-
sions, represented Com-
bined Services and was
named Army Player of the
Year in 1985.

The 41-year-old former
Vickers shipyard worker
admitted that the sport had
suffered its problems in the past but it
was moving on to better things.

“I want to see a sufficient number of
qualified coaches to provide regiments

‘This is a terrific
way for the local
community and
the Army to come
together and help
each other’

and corps with quality coaching. There
are medical courses, women’s football,
coaching seminars and FA awards . . .
something for everyone. And we’re keen
to offer mini-soccer for the children.”

A recent FA Coca-Cola fun week in
Aldershot attracted more than 170 chil-
dren between the ages of six and 14 and
Joe sees this being extended country-
wide through the Army.

“This is a terrific way for the local
community and the Army to come
together and help each other,” he said.
“Local schools and clubs can benefit
from Army coaching as well as the unit
involved.”

Sponsorship, which is a
way of life in professional
football, is alive and well in
the Army too. Bukta spon-
sor the coaching courses
and Peugeot Exports have
just provided Joe with
much-needed transport.

Any unit looking to take advantage of
Joe’s experience should contact him on
Aldershot Military (722) 2962. - CK-H.

Picture: Terry Champion

SOLDIER Ocrober 1997

Hockey trophy AWOL

HAS anyone seen a spare hockey
trophy? Like the old World Cup, it’s
gone missing. The cup is inscribed
“South East District Six-a-Side Hockey
Plate Winners” and the plinth carries
the revised title: “4th Division”. If you
know where it is, contact WO2 Hunter
on Worthy Down (727) 2699,

Eventing

CAPT Grant Chanter, who command-
ed the King’s Troop, Royal Horse
Artillery gun carriage section for the
funeral of Diana, Princess of Wales, was
selected for the Combined Services team
two days after the funeral, to compete in
a one-day international military eques-
trian event in Stockholm later that week.

Cross country

MORE than 60 established and poten-
tial Army cross country runners are
gathering in Aldershot for a training
programme over the weekend October
25-26. Any athlete who would like to
attend but who has not yet received an
invitation is asked to contact Capt Steve
Lonnen RLC on Kineton Military (724)
3554 as soon as possible.

Tennis

AFTER a break of ten years, the Royal
Armoured Corps regiments put together
a team to play in the inter-corps tennis
tournament . . . and won. They suc-
ceeded in nine of their ten matches to
take the Turpin Cup. Members of the
squad included Majs Mark Cann
(QRL), Robin Matthews (LD), Edward
Frost (LD) and Tony Hood (RDG) and
Capts Jonathan Dart (QRL) and Dickie
Determeyer (LLD).

Boxing

THE Army boxing centre at Aldershot
was used by former world boxing cham-
pion Barry McGuigan for a series of
experiments designed to make the sport
safer. McGuigan, now president of the
Professional Boxers’ Association, was
working with Dr Sandra Bell, a physicist
at the Defence Evaluation Research
Agency, on the effects on the brain of
certain kinds of impact.

Rugby League

SEME Bordon and 1 RSME Regiment
from Chatham reached the final of the
1997 Yeoman Cup Rugby League com-
petition. With the Military Stadium at
Aldershot ruled out as a venue because
of construction work, the match was to
be played at RAF Uxbridge.
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Spolit
Kelly's heroinesi®
-

take on the

of England

THE PAVILION at Worthy
Down was besieged by more than
100 players gathered to do battle
in the Army inter-unit and inter-
corps rounders competitions,

Teams from 14 Sig Regt, 21 Log
Sp Regt, HQ Lisburn, Bulford
Garrison, Blackdown and Arbor-
field fought for a place in the unit
final, in which Bulford beat HQ
Lisburn convincingly 8-'/2.

A good-natured “grudge
match” between the AGC and
APTC decided the corps final, AGC nar-
rowly winning by 2 rounders to /2 to take
the title. The three-day festival culminat-
ed in an exhibition match in which an
Army side, selected from the best players
representing their units and corps, took
on England.

Maj Louise Callow, secretary of Army
women’s rounders, was watching from
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The cut and thrust of women'’s rounders. Inset: Former England
player Pte Kelly Morphet swings for the Army

the crowded benches: “The match
against England is always a hard-fought
battle,” she said. “We must have
impressed them last year as one of their
players joined the Army shortly after the
match and now plays for us.”

With her baseball-hat worn fashionably

RAC Membership Invitation
Not all motorists are the same
Only some will get up to £30 off RAC breakdown cover
Only some will get a £25 no call out discount

Soldier readers can benefit from special membership rates.
Take out standard cover and you'll receive our exclusive £25
no call out discount when you renew your cover at the same
level, if you don't call us out during your membership year.

Please quote reference GE0008/SR0001

Offer also available to existing RAC Members —

call 0990 722 722

back-to-front, 18-year-old Pte Kelly
Morphet, former England player and now
RLC drummer, crashed the ball deep into
the outfield. But not even Kelly’s skill
could help the Army beat England. The
home team lost by 15 rounders to '/.

Now that women’s rounders has the
recognition of the Sports Council there is
a move to establish a national league.

0800 581 077

N=1

This offer cannot be used in conjunction with any other RAC offer. Discounts only apply to certain service levels. Prices include Insurance Premium Tax at the standard rate on VAT exempt insurance
and joining fee if applicable. All details correct at the time of publication. Full membership details in RAC Terms Of Membership.
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Advertising

REGIMENTAL BROOCHES

Did you know that for around £140 we can make a very ahractive brooch?

We make around 45 regiments’ brooches in 9ct gold which are very well accepted by all our
customers. We have a very good track record dealing directly with many regiments through their
PRIs and HQs, but not to retail shops, so we sell of manufacturer’s price which means a saving of f |

at least 50%. These are made in our own workshop so we are able to make fo customers’ ArTE NT.ON
requirements, Qur diamond set versicns are very good value indeed.
We would be pleased to send you details if you are looking for

THAT SPECIAL PRESENT
J. M. BICKERTON

Manufacturing Jewellers

23 Vyse Street, Birmingham B18 6LE Tel/Fax: 0121 551 7366

The Samaritans
0345 909090

BRITISH MILITARY
' - INSIGNIA _
Fully illustrated 38 page catalogue listing well over 1600 items — . ENGRAVING
helmet plates, Glengarry badges, cap and beret badges, rank badges, ; g Service Available

cloth arm patches, cloth beret badges and all Officer metal and GLOSSOP THOPH'ES

bullion items. Plus all current metal and anodised beret badges. - @?%Manu'wum Pawinr Tarknetts; Traphine: € obluts sl
s /i

Also prints, postcards and excellent keyrings. P Hip Flasks
1 2.00 \' /#Tankards engraved with Badge/Crest from £5.50 + VAT
. Illustrated catalogue costs just £ ' | 3 % .
Mike Lapworth, (S) 26 Southdown Road, Bristol BS9 3NL . b TEL: (0114) 2765554 FAX: (0114) 2750377
Trade enquiries welcome. ! ’ ¥ GLOSSOPS TROPHIES, 86 BROAD STREET, SHEFFIELD S2 4LE

“WORCESTERSHIRE ==  FRAMEYOUR
MEDAL SERVICE LTD Wi OWN MEDALS

Hereford House, 147/149 Golden Cross Lane
Catshill, Bromsgrove, Wores, B61 0JZ
Tel: (01527) 835375 or Fax: (01527) 576798
| Specialists in Ribbons, Full Size & Miniature Medals and
| Medal Mounting either for wear or display.
I
Il

On or off the pin using our medal framing kit. Takes minutes to
assemble. Remove and replace your medals quickly, 5 sizes available.
For 1 to 5 medals OFF the Pin — £13.95 — £17.50 — £18.50 - £20.00
and £21.50 respectiveply. For medals ON the pin the viewing widths
are: 55mm — 105mm, 155mm — 205mm and 240mm respectively. Qrder the
corresponding size to fit your medals.Price inc. p&p BFPO and UK add £1 for
overseas.Attention PRI Managers — Contact us for trade discount. Presentation
Gift Cheques or postal orders to:MFK, 5 St Chads Crescent, Middle Herrington,
Sunderland SR3 3TR. Tel/Fax: 0191 520 1003

Send SAE or call for comprehensive price list of
E Full Size & Miniature Medals. E

Credit card orders aceepted by phone or fax. UK customers please add 17.5% VAT

THE FINEST INTERNATIONAL
CONCESSION PURCHASE PILAN

| e Bigsavings from SCE concession e Flexible finance tailored to suit you
' prices (subject to status) including Optional
: Purchase Scheme with Guaranteed
e Tax Free for export Ehture Vallie

¢ UK Tax Paid at concession price for e Delivery to your chosen point in the UK

qualifying personnel or shipped overscas auto international

o Fast, efficient mail-order system & Most makes with 3yr/60,000 m. warranty | _ ___________________________|

e Expert advice: no Hard-Sell & European cover at no extra charge ' Name _ - 7

o Testdrive BEST UK VALUE FOR YOUR ::('jtc'ja's —Title/Rank

@ Personal price quotation by return USED VEHICLE AGREED IN ' ISES

miail or fax ADVANCE - DEAL DIRECT
WITH SCE UK AND BE SURE Postcode

| TO MEET BFG REGULATIONS Tel. (Day) o
| Tel. (Eve)

Car for use in (country)

For your full-colour information pack mail the coupon or call:
TAX FREE forexport [
TAX PAID for UK O
|

ACTIONLINE DIRECT o0

UK 01367 241225 == 1=

(Always pleased to call back to save your charges) MINI

MAZDA 0 USED CAR
Fax: UK 01367 242000

Model(s)
SCE LTD., P.O. BOX 177, FARINGDON, OXON SN7 7EW UK To SCE Ltd., FREEPOST, Faringdon, Oxon SN7 5BR, UK
| )
L S -
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Advertising

Fresh flowers sent daily from the nursery
to an address in the U.K. or N. Ireland

Include your own special message
to show that you have your loved one in mind

Use this advert as an order form

12 ROSES Red/Pink (large) £13.85
12 ROSES Yellow £13.85
24 ROSES Red/Pink (large) £18.50
12 CARNATIONS Red/Pink/Mixed £12.50
40 FREESIA Mixed with fern £14.75
JOY’'s SPECIAL BOUQUETS
Bougquet special mixed flowers £22.50
Bouquets/Pink Carmnations/Freesia/Fern — ED flowers £16.50
Roses/Carnations/Freesia/Fern 30 flowers £17.50
Iris (Blue) Carnations/Freesia/Fern — 30 flowers £14.60
Spray Carnations/Freesia/Fem — 20 flowers £11.50
MUCH REQUESTED CUDDLIES
SAMMY SEAL (Pure White) (Silver Beige) 27"long £22.65
PINKY MOTHER PIG + 3 PIGLETS  (Pale Pink) 10"+ 7" long £24.75
BERTIE BADGER (Black & White) 22" long £22.60

THE PERSONALISED LOVING BEARS
EMBROIDERED WITH YOUR GIFT OF LOVE MESSAGE FOR EXAMPLE
MARY'S TEDDY/RACHEL'S BEAR/WITH LOVE/ALL MY LOVE/
LOVE DADDY/LOVE PHIL/LOVE TOM/LOVE MUM/LOVE MUMMY
No more than 12 letters per line (3 lines only). A space counts as a letter.
Choice of Coloured Jumpers: Dark Blue/Light Blue/Red
WINSTON BEAR  (Gold. Jointed) D/Blue 19" high £27.80
WINSTON BEAR  (Gold and Biege Jointed) D/B-L/B-Red 14" high £22.75
Prices and order forms available upon request
Prices include P&P + VAT
N.B. Peak periods - flowers may be used from other sources
VISA, ACCESS, and AMEX ACCEPTED - INCLUDE EXPIRY DATE

Please make cheque or P.O. payable to:
‘Joy’s Roses and Toys’, Flamingo,
St Sampsons, Guernsey, C. |. GY2 4WB
Telephone: (01481) 46708
Fax: (01481) 43406

)
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UNIFORMS

MADE TO MEASURE
OR’s and Officers Mess Dress
Officers No. 2 Dress
OR's and Officers No.1 Dress
Officers British Warm Overcoats
S.B. Blazers
Regimental D.B. Blazers
Sports Jackets and Trousers
Dinner Suits
Lounge Suits

LOST MEDALS
REPLACED IN RECORD TIME
FULL SIZE & MINIATURE
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE
WRITE OR PHONE FOR QUOTATION
RAYMOND D HOLDICH
Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre
7 Whitcomb Street

. o i London WC2H 7THA
B et e A R Tel: 0171-930 1979
SUFFOLK IP14 5AY Fax: 0171-930 1152 o

TEL:01379 783 736 FAX.01379 783898

48Hr. or 2Week Make up

EMBROIDERED LEISUREWEAR & BADGES
Plus PRINTED T-SHIRTS & SWEATSHIRTS

Embroidered garments - Free original 24+
printed sweats and T-shirts, min. qty. 36\,
BADGES-EMBROIDERED - min. qty. 25

ENAMELLED - min. 100
BLAZER BADGES - min. 5
TIES — Woven - min. 50

Printed - min. 36

Also - BASEBALL CAPS - min. 50
SPORTS BAGS - min. 50
GOLF UMBRELLAS - min. 25
WRITE. PHONE or FAX for colour brochure

n:o Kilcreggan. Dunbartonshire G84 0JN

THE PERFECT GIFT

CAREFULLY SELECTED GIFTS TO
SATISFY EVERY OCCASION
CHRISTMAS — BIRTHDAYS -

ANNIVERSARIES — VALENTINES
DAY ~-WEDDINGS - CHRISTENINGS
—MOTHER'S DAY - FATHER'S DAY
WE PRIDE OURSELVES IN GIVING

SPECIAL ATTENTION TO THE
PRESENTATION OF EVERY GIFT

DELIVERIES WORLDWIDE
SEND FOR YOUR BROCHURE
TODAY
THE PERFECT GIFT
HILL FARM, GT DUNHAM
KINGS LYNN, NORFOLK
PE32 2LF, UK
FAX: +44 1760 755634
e mail: gifts @btinternet.com
NAME........

ADDRESS .

ENSURING PLEASURE AND DELIGHT
TO ALL YOUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS.

Singles, duubles groups or the

Ask for samp\es and prices

THE SPOT

Quick fun caricatures
at your gvent

Uur m \fm l ummm m d'uu

0181- 441 6607

JOHN BULL

Military Clothing for the
Professional
PRICE — QUALITY — ASSURANCE
PRI CONTRACT PRICE LIST
AVAILABLE ON REQUEST
Mon-Sat 9.00-5.30
Sundays 12.00-3.00pm
callin at:

17 Hildyard Row, Catterick Garrison
(Nr Military Hospital)
01748 833614
Access/Visa taken

Special Orders Takern
*Suppliers 1o PRI MaD Police

NAFFi Cards Accepted

SPORTS
| BAGS _

Plaques, Car Badges,
Ties & Key Fobs

Send s.a.c. for price list
D | Parkinson (S)

186b Lewes Road, Brighton
Sussex BN2 3LD

Tel: 01273 686877 (a.m. only)

Regimental Blazer Badges,

THE GOLD WIRE BADGE COMPANY

GOLD WIRE BLAZER BADGES £10.00
FRAMED GOLD WIRE BADGES £12.00 6"x6"
WHITE COTTON GLOVES £3.50
FAIRBAIRN-SYKES COMMANDO KNIVES
(Black) £21.50
BLACK BERETS £7.00
REGIMENTAL TIES & BOWS £8.55
WHITE LEATHER GAUNTLETS £19.00
ONE-OFFs, A SPECIALITY
11 Dalehead Drive, Shaw,
Oldham, Lancs OL2 8TJ.

Telephone/Fax: 01706 846648
E-Mail: robroy@lineone.net

D11

ARE TIE MANUFACTURERS AND CAN SUPPLY YOUR
EXISTING TIE OR DESIGN YOU A NEW ONE. IF YOU
WOULD LIKE TO SEND US A PICTURE OF THE
RELEYANT CREST, CYPHER OR MOTIF REQUIRED,
WE WILL SEND FREE OF CHARGE A COLOURED
VISUAL WITH A DETAILED QUOTATION,

¥ v2
/
Z

YISTA TIES, 28 HIGH STREET,
MERSTHAM, SURREY. RH1 3EA.
TEL: 01737 645113

VISTA TIES

FAX: 01737 645892
Over 300 individual Regimental
Designs held in stock in Silk and
Polyester

Able-WOVEN 7 2
e320

Up to 30 letters/spaces - Black, Red or
lue lettering on White 100% Polyester

Black on White

£4.30

1 000 self-stick labels
Name, Address, & or
any words up to 6 lines
Black on Gold | Black on Clear

£4.80 £5.95 £5.80

STATIONERY 50 8" X 6" Printed
Sheets + 20 plain + 50 Envelopes

Black on Yellow
Orange, Red
Blue, Green

£8-95 DOUBLE PACK £12-50
UK prices include Post/VAT. | Delivery
Payment with order please. | 14 days

STEEPLEPRINT Ltd - Dept SO - Earls Barton
NORTHAMPTON NN6 OLS - & 01604 810781

For officers or other ranks.
With or without unit
designation.
also

Any quantlty supplled

S.A.E. for price list

Lancashire Embroidery
& Insignia Ltd
Knowsley Industrial
Park North, Kirkby,
Liverpool L33 7SA.
Phone: 0151-546 51612
Fax: 0151-549 1128

D13
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COMPETITION 671

How observant are you?

YNz
/////////,

To mark the new monthly
Soldier we are doubling
the first prize in this pop-
ular competition to
£100.Two runners-up
will each receive a £10
gift voucher.

Frank Finch has made
ten changes in detail to
one of his drawings.
Circle the ten differences
in the lower image, cut
out the whole panel, add
your name and address
and send to HOAY 671,
Soldier, Ordnance Road,
Aldershot, GU11 2DU by
November 7.

For those who do not wish
to cut their magazine, a
photocopy ts now accepr-
able, but only one entry per
person may be submitted.

Do not include any-
thing else in your enve-
lope. First correct entry
drawn after the closing
date will win £100; the
second and third will
receive £ 10 gift vouchers.
No correspondence of any
kind can be entered into.

The names of the
winner and runners-up
will be announced in the
December issue.

Name : (Give initials and rank or title)

Address :

Competition No 668 (Aug 18 issue): First correct entry
drawn was from Cpl C D Gill, Recovery Section, GS Com-
pany, 2 Bn REME, Op Lodestar, BFPO 544, who wins £50.
Book prizes go to runners-up Mr R R Dawson, of Bristol,
and Mrs G Reid, of Leven, Fife. The ten differences were:
line below walking stick; crook of walking stick; cow’s
hoof; ears of cow, second right; second piece of debris
falling from lorry; wing mirror; driver’s pocket; passen-
ger’s collar; sidelight; dustcloud under petrol tank.

:— ______________________________ k ———————————————————————————————

| Subscribe to £(0) o) [ 41!

: Magazine of the British Army

I

I

: UK Oneyear £23.00 U OVERSEAS Onevyear £32.20 4

i Two years £40.00 Q1 Two years £60.00 U

E Send your cheque/PO (made NAME:

! payable to "SOLDIER") to: -
1

i SOLDIER, ADDRESS: I
' Ordnance Road,

I Aldershot,

i  Hants

i POSTCODE: TEL: I
]: GUI 1 ZDU (PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS) Oct 97
e e e e e e e e e e o o = T T = = o o o o T = o o o o o o o S
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Advertising

CENTRAL VOLUNTEER L/ 'Ii HEADQUARTERS RA
@\ RA SPECIALIST POOL )
‘@%”  BETTER JOB - LOWER COMMITMENT i

CVHQ RA seeks ex-Regular and TA personnel, male and female, for employment as

SSGT WATCHKEEPERS,

TA OPERATOR ARTILLERY

INTELLIGENCE,

METEOROLOGICAL OPERATOR, RAPIER AIR DEFENCE OPERATOR and
COMMAND POST ASSISTANT (BATES) in the expanding RA Specialist Pool (V).
Minimum commitment (19 days), good pay and tax free annual bounty
(current maximum £900).
For further information contact:
Maj M | Weston RA (V), RA Barracks, Woolwich, London SE18 4BB.
Tel: 0181-781 3422/3419.

EMBROIDERED
SWEATERS SWEATSHIRTS
POLO SHIRTS BADGES
PRINTED
TEESHIRTS SWEATSHIRTS
BADGES COFFEE MUGS
AND LOTS MORE!
ALL FROM ONE SUPFPLIER
No artwork or setting up costs on the majority of
our goods. High quality, competitive prices and
prompt delivery. BFPO tax-free service.
Send for our new price list:
REYNOLDS SPORTS
51/52 HIGHSTREET, LINCOLN LN5 8AP
Tel: 01522 513333 Fax: 01522 530383 b

PHOENIX WORLD

A full range of pewter and “cold
cast bronze” figurines, car grill
badges and tankards to suit your

needs.

COMMISSIONS ACCEPTED.
MR107
(25¢m)
£55.93

“Cold cast bronze”

Send crossed Cheque/P.O. with order or S A.E
far Brochure

PHOENIX WORLD REPRODUCTIONS

437 Valley Drive, Gravesend, Kent DA12 5UE
Tel: Gravesend (01474) 365511

Fax: (01474) 537166

TIES, BADGES & PLAQUES

by mail order
REGIMENTS,
SHIPS,
SQUADRONS
Clubs & reunion associations.
Blazer buttons, medals, ribbons, etc.
SAE appreciated.
The Heraldic Co, (GB) Dept S,
Overbriar, Beechwell Lane, Edge
End, Coleford, Glos GL16 7HA
Tel/fax: 01594 832200 (8am/ 10pm)

FIGURINES, WALL PLAQUES,

MILITARY BOOKS, 3
RM MUSIC & VIDEOS,
CLOTHING

A wide range
of gifts to grace
any home -
exclusively from ‘;3

2

ﬁ The Royal )

Marines Museum,
Southsea,Hampshire.
Full Mail Order Service

PHONE FOR YOUR FREE CATALOGUE: 01705 819385
Christmas orders accepted until Dec. 19th

CHARITY COMMISSION |

The Army Officers’ Widows’ and
Widowers’ Fund and The Army
Officers’ Dependants’ Fund
Scheme to amalgamate the charities
Ref: RM/71790/SC
The Commissioners propose to make a
Scheme for these charities. A copy of
the draft Scheme can be seen at
Building 43, Trenchard Lines, Upavon,
Wilts SN9 6BE, or can be obtained by
sending a stamped addressed envelope
to The Charity Commission, Woodfield
House, Tangier, Taunton, Somerset TA1
4BL quoting the above reference.
Comments or representations can be

made within one month from today.

EMBROIDERED & PRINTED

SPORTS & LEISUREWEAR
TEES POLOS SWEATSHIRTS
SWEATERS RUGBY JERSEYS

BASEBALL CAPS TIES

AND MUCH MORE
FULL DESIGN AND PERSONALISED SERVICE

Regal Military /
| Tailors :
SPECIAL

e \\,‘.
|

|
L
SN

r

OFFER

MESS DRESS, SELF MEASURE

AGC £285, RLC £280
REME, RAMC, RADC, RA, RE, RS.

Includes, shirt, bow tie and rank.

0nly<£280
Tel/Fax: 0113 236 1091

3c Westfield House, Broad Lane, Leeds LS13 3HA

SEND FOR OUR PRICE LIST

JENKINS KNITWEAR
5 Vernon Place Northern Court
Basford Nottingham NGé ODE
Tel of Fax 0115 927 4469

@ MICHAEL JAY
) Exclusive HAND CUT
TAILORING
Our unbeatable
MESS DRESS ¥
olier -
INCLUDES P
® 11day Make or |
® 48 hr EXPRESS (1
B Lowest prices ¥
™ Best fit ‘
B Highest quality
B Best payment terms
Local agent (o measure in most areas
Tel:01379 783 736 Fax:01379 783 898 I

As our customers say
The service is simply unbeatable
5 TOMO BUSINESS PARK STOWMARKET SUFFOLK IP14 5AY

VISTA SPORTS

SUPPLIERS OF SWEATSHIRTS, POLO
SHIRTS, T/SHIRTS, HOODED SWEATSHIRTS,
RUGBY JERSEYS, BASEBALL CAPS AND
MANY OTHER ITEMS. ALL GARMENTS CAN
BE PRINTED OR EMBROIDERED WITH YOUR

VISTA SPORTS LTD. 28 HIGH STREET,
MERSTHAM, SURREY. RH1 3EA.
TEL: 01737 645113
FAX: 01737 645892

FORMERLY PRIORY PEWTER

%[g High quality pewter tankards,
,;TJ hip flasks, goblets, plates and

much more. Engraved with

?gl Logos to your own designs.
) Competitive prices.
Full colour brochure.

14 Regimental Badges, Crests and

I A R WENTWORTH (SHEFFIELD) LTD

Tankard House, 25 Leadmill Road, Sheffield 51 3JA
Tel: 0114 272 5676 & 0114 2754168 Fax: 0114 272 6651

BE BATTLE READY!

| You can be better prepared and equipped with SASS
UNIQUE military clothing and equipment.

FOR THOSE WHO DEMAND
THE BEST AND KNOW
| THE DIFFERENCE.

For your FREE
36 page colour catalogue
write or telephone

SPECIAL AIR-SEA SERVICES
St. George’'s Works, St. George's
Quay, Lancaster,

Lancashire LA1 5QJ

Telephone (01524) 64204

SEeeesaETSs>

———— e ]
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Advertising

ED,

Kit Bag and
Calendar order form

Address:

Postcode:
Telephone no:
| enclose a cheque (sterling only) / postal order for *£

* Please make cheques/PO’s payable to “SOLDIER" and allow 28
days for delivery. Orders should be returned to: Soldier Magazine,
Ordnance Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU. Tel: 01252 347353

ltem Price No. Total
Leather Conference Folder £41.50
Travel/Desk clock £22.45
Boxed Pen & Pencil Set £19.99
Engraved Paperweight £18.75
SOLDIER Shield £17.50
Binder £8.75
Mouse-Mat £6.99
Metal Key Ring £5.65
Mug £5.15
Postcard Set £4.00
Tin of Travel Sweets £3.99
SOLDIER Teddy £3.65
Re-print of First SOLDIER £2.50
Badge £3.00
Cannon Pencil Sharpener £2.05
Pencil Case £2.75
Magic Pen £1.65
Ruler £1.30
Pencil £1.20
Eraser £1.15
Bookmark | £1.40
Red SOLDIER Coaster £1.25
Calendar £6.50
All prices include VAT postage and packing Total

(UK /BFPQ) Qverseas prices on request

SOLDIER October 1997

GET

Do your campaign medals
need re-mounting?
Singles or groups No job

too small or too large
Professionally mounted
We can supply full size
and miniatures.

T-Shirts, Sweatshirts,
Polos, Rugby Shirts,
Hooded Tops,
Singlets,

Baseball Hats, Ties,
Embroidered Badges
& Jumpers, Pennants,

Mugs, Sports Bags & Holdalls,

Phone for quotation:

0181 650 0461
or 0411 435 913

Jog/Track Suits & Shell Suits. K&D Medals
A S PROMOTIONS

12 Avenue Industrial Estate

Justin Road, London E4 85U

Telephone: 0181-523 3283
Fax: 0181-531 7298
GREENFIELD PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

Our Company offers many vears of

Letting & Management experience.
Professional & Courteous Service. Low
rates.

A STRAIGHT FORWARD
INDIVIDUAL SERVICE WITH NO
HIDDEN COSTS BY STAFF WHO

CARE FOR YOUR HOME.

* Houses urgently required in Sussex,
Surrey & Kent *

'PHONE OR WRITE FOR BROCHURE:
GREENFIELD HOUSE,
DOWLANDS LANE, COPTHORNE,
WEST SUSSEX RH10 3HX.
Tel/Fax: 01342 718671 (24 hrs)

HAMLETS

Property Letting & Management
HOMEOWNERS -
Moving in UK or abroad?

Let us make your property work for you. Our
small but professional company finds suitable
tenants, manages your property and ensures its
return to you as and when required. With an office
base in Loughborough we cover most East

Midlands areas.
For further information please rel/fax
01509 266151
or write o
134 KNIGHTTHORPE ROAD,
LOUGHBOROUGH, LEICS LE11 5JU .

THE SPECIALIST POOL ROYAL ARTILLERY

Low Commitment
Minimum Annual Obligation
Only 19 days

Job Satisfaction
Regular Army Pay Rates
Tax Free Bounty

JOIN THE GUNNERS AS A ‘SPECIALIST’ VOLUNTEER

Ex Regular and TA Personnel All Arms and Services wanted for Training and Employment as:
Watchkeeper Arty Operations  — Rapier Missile Systems Operators
Tﬂ Operator Arty Intelligence - Command Post Assistants Y
and various other trades.
Major M. I. Weston RA (V), CVHQ RA, RA Barracks, Woolwich, London SEI8 4BB
Tel: 0181 781 3422. Fax: 0181 781 3113

COSTELLO

CIVIL & MILITARY BESPOKE TAILORS
1 LADIES & GENTS

MESS DRESS

SPECIALISTS
INTEREST
FREE CREDIT.
All Accessories
Supplied.

For All Your Uniform.
Suit & Blazer
Requirements
Contact,
284-294 Ley St.
[Iford Essex. IG1 4BS
UK 01814782780

GERMANY 05252 4631




Classifieds
| PEN PALS |

REPLIES. To reply to a pen pal, write
a letter and send it to Soldier Magazine
at the address below. The box number
must be CLEARLY written in the
TOP LEFT CORNER of the enve-
lope. Your envelope must be no larger
than 8" x 4" and should contain only a
letter plus a photograph if requested.
Replies received more than three
months after the cover date and large,
heavy, or poorly addressed
envelopes will not be forwarded.

TO ADVERTISE FOR A PEN PAL.
Please send for details enclosing a
stamped, self-addressed envelope to:
Soldier Magazine, Ordnance Road,
Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU

Sarah, 26 , 6, with blue eyes, red hair
and GSOH. Enjoys pubs, clubs, various
types of music and sport, Seeking male
pen pals aged 26+. P069

Sue, 42, rotund, affable, tolerant, with
an ability to generate laughter. Not
unattractive. Enjoys writing, visual arts,
laughing, cooking, reading, music and
swimming.Seeks genuine, entertaining,
pen pals aged 30+. P070

Sharon, 41, 5°7”, with a medium
build. Enjoys cinema, reading, videos,
eating out, DIY, animals and children.
Seeking genuine male pen pals. P071.

Lesley, 38, single, big brown eyes,
short brown hair. Bubbly personality
with VGSOH. Romantic, caring and
sincere. Enjoys pubbing, clubbing,
eating out, entertaining and cooking.
Seeking male pen pals aged 35+. P072

20007

Lynn, 29, 5°11”, a student with brown
hair and eyes. Enjoys football, pubs,
clubs, cinema, swimming and aerobics.
Seeking male pen pals aged 25 plus.
P073 !

Sarah, 30, 5’4, a brunette with green
eyes and GSOH. Enjoys the cinema,
pubs, music, reading and foreign travel.
Seeking intelligent, fun and interesting
male pen pals aged 28+. P074

Diane, 32, 5°8”, with hazel eyes and
brown hair. Enjoys music, swimming,
aerobics, reading, writing, travel,
cinema and the theatre. Seeking male
pen pals aged 21+. P075

Hi, my name is Elspeth, I am 48 and
come from Edinburgh, but now live in
London. I am 5°10” and have dark
brown hair and I am looking for
genuine friendship. P076 2007

Lisa, 41, 5°4”, with brown hair. Enjoys
music, videos, cooking, reading and
creative writing. Seeking pen pals of any
age. P0O77 20007

Dena, 30, attractive, slim, petite, blue
eyed blonde. Enjoys sport, travelling,
music, cooking and antiques. Seeking
male pen pals late 20s early 30s. ALA,
photo appreciated. P078 2007

Dee, slim, smart, lively blonde.
Friendly and interesting professional
carer from the home counties. Seeking
genuine male pen pals in their 40s/50s,
possibly PSI/NRPS etc. P079 2097

Sharon, 31, 5”1, brown hair and blue
eyes. Enjoys horse riding, travelling,
writing, military bands, chart and 60’s
music and socialising. Seeking pen pals
aged 28-35. P080. 20007

Suzanne, 35, 57, slim blue eyed
blond. Enjoys all sports (especially
football), cinema, theatre, travel,
music, reading, writing letters and
astrology. Seeking caring like-minded
penpals aged 30-40 with GSOH. P081

Gabrielle, 25, 5’°6”, I am attractive
with dark brown hair and blue eyes. 1
enjoy pubbing, clubbing and music.
Seeking sincere pen pals with GSOH
aged 20-32. P082 097
Sue, 36, 5’3”, slim brunette with
brown eyes and a GSOH. Enjoys eating
out, swimming, pubs, clubs, keeping
fit, cinema and writing letters. Seeking
soldiers aged 28-38 to correspond with,
Po083 2097

| BOOKS.T

MILITARY
ACCOUNT BOOKS

Wellingron series available from stock
G SHEPHERD
(PORTSMOUTH) LTD
Ridgeway House, Unicorn Road,
Portsmouth.

Tel: 01705 820635
Fax: 01705 824386

Also manufacturers of book specials to order

THE BRITISH ARMY 1997/1998 - A
Pocket Guide by Charles Heyman. Sixth
Edition with 180 pages of comprehensive
information on the Regular and Territorial
Army organisaton, defence budgets, career
profiles, Teeth and Support Arms with
present and future equipment. £4.95 and
SOLDIER TALK - A Squaddie’s
Handbook by Simon Cullen MBE, 240
pages. A dictionary that covers slang,
equipment, speech, regimental nicknames,
officers and men, (women tool). £6.95
postage included, both books £10.00.
Cheques to: SCOTZART, 3/2 Academy
Street, Edinburgh EH6 7EE FO1

“Wars Bring Scars”, by ED Smith,
£5.00 from which author gives £1.00 to
Gurkha Welfare Trust. Cheque to Mr
Smith, 2 Balfour Mews, Station Road,
Sidmouth, EX10 8XL.. 20097

“Head-dress Badges
of the British Army”
by Kipling and King
The Collectors” Bible & Ulnmate Christmas Gfr.
Volume One (1800-1920) - £65 post free
Volurme Twwo (1920-1995) - £42.50 post fiee
H L & P King, 3 Saxon Croft,
Farnham, Surrey GU9 7QB.
Telephone: 01252 716303

A SOLDIER’S POCKET BOOK?”
384 pages include: Basic Battle Skills,
Fieldcraft, Orders. SOPs: Scouts,
Emergency Alarms, Routines in the
Field, Tank Target Indication, Working
with Helicopters, Map Reading &
Orienteering, First Aid, NBC,
Adventure Trg, Skill at Arms. Full info
on SABO/LSW, Tests and APWTs,
GPMG Light Roll, Signals, Mines,
MT Driver, Tank and Aircraft
Recognition. ISBN 1-874528-02-0.
Price £7.50 (inc p&p UK/BFPO).
Trade terms on application. Available
from selected Naafi Branches,
Bookshops or direct from publishers:
MILITARY POCKET BOOKS, PO
Box 28, Leven, Beverley, East Yorks
HU17 5LA. Tel/fax: 01964 542878.1c

Looking for a book?, out-of-print
booksearch. Details from Invicta
Booksearch (8), 63 Weald View Road,
Tonbridge, Kent, TNO 2NQ. 21197

Military history books. Please send
SAE for current catalogue. Free spe-
cialist booksearch. McKenzie, Low
Field, Newby, Penrith, Cumbria
CA10 3HB. Tel: 01931 715253, 25025007

| CARS

Absolutely urgent. Wanted - LHD
vehicles. Any condition. Cash buyer.
Tel: 0181-534 4016 or 0181-555 0823.
Fax: 0181-534 0033 (10am to
10.30pm seven days). T/C

UK VALUES

paid for your used car
4x4s a speciality
call Colin Clubley

SCE

UK HOTLINE
01367 241225
| CARS WANTED |

Left-hand drive vehicles urgently
wanted. Any condition. Cash buyer.
Tel: 0181-534 4016 or 0181-555 0823.
Fax: 0181-534 0033 (l10am to
10.30pm) seven days. e

'ENTERTAINMENT |

CM“/ Liong

Entertainment
Function Bands,

Disco & Karaoke
Comedians, Cabaret
Dance Shows
For all ranks,
Sgt/Officers’ Mess
Wedding & Private functions
Tel: 0181-789 7227 / 6645
Fax: 0181-785 3533
Connextions The Name
You Can Trust!

E

Protac Combat Equipment. Full
range of 84 items designed by serving
soldiers. Ex-factory prices and delivery.
SAE please to; Westac UK, 3 Meadow
Rise, Bewdley, Worcs, DY12 1JP. 2007
Write For List Of Individual Items
From a Collection. Cavalry Officer
and/or cap badges from QVC to Options
For Change, offered with money back
guarantee. Send 5 x 20p stamps or £1.00
to cover cost. All subscribers will receive
next list or replies to “want lists” Free
further list covering many other items will
be offered before the year end. Gallery of
London, 1 Duke of York Street, London
SW1Y 6]P. Phone/Fax 0171 930 5974,

Complete bagpipe band instruments
and band uniform needs. Hand-
embroidered badges, banners, metal
badges, buckles. Write to: Geoffrey
Enterprises, Railway Road, Sialkot,
Pakistan. Fax No: +92 432 588910.
Catalogue free. 25107

British Military cap badges and
insignia. Send SAE for lists to:
INKERMAN Badges, PO Box 1022,
Coulsdon, Surrey CR5 3]Q. 25007

Peter Hicks Associates, comprehensive
range of military figurines available in
resin bronze and silver. Commissions
always considered. Ring for
information/brochure. Tel/fax: 01380
828382, 2597

A TITLE! WHY NOT? Unashamedly
affordable elitism, A unique
gift/presentation idea. Free details:
Survival, Durn Cottage, Scotscalder,
Caithness, Scotland KW12 6X] 2407

Military Fine Arts. Britain’s leading
British military art dealer. Access to all
British publishers. Hundreds of original
items also available. Catalogue £3.00 +
A4/50p sae. Cheques to: G Jennings-
Bramley, 5 Feversham Road, Salisbury,
Wilts SP1 3PP. Tel: 01722 328523. ro1

By Dageen Popp
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Quality makers of British Army, Air
Forces and Navy badges, regimental
banners, uniform accessories, Scottish
clan crests and military badges.
Bagpipes, practice chanters and band
uniform accessories. Please ask for free
catalogue: Topflyz Industries, 21/414
Majidpura, Sialkot, Pakistan. Fax 0092
432 588547. 2507

Original British Military & Police
Badges brought and sold with money-
back guarantee. Send stamped self-
addressed envelope or wo
international postal response coupons
(available from your post office). For
Free Sample Catalogue including,
cap, collar, trade and proficiency
badges, shoulder-titles, buttons,
formation signs, badge backings and
feather hackles. Specialist in Northern
Ireland-issue and other cloth head-
dress badges, parachute wings and
drop-zone flashes, rare “Staybrites”
and Bosnia badges: — Ian Kelly
(Militaria), PO Box 18, South PSO,
Manchester, M14 6BB.

P.L.C.E. camouflage bergens and side
pockets £100. PL.C.E. camouflage
web sets £70, PL.C.E. olive bergens
and side pockets from £35, PL.C.E.
olive web sets £45. GORE-TEX issue
camouflage jackets £60, GORE-TEX
issue camouflage trousers £15 to £25.
Send 50p in stamps for catalogue,
DENBIGH ARMY SURPLUS, Plot
34, Colomendy Ind Est, Denbigh,
Denbighshire L.LLL16 5TA. Tel: 01745
814978.

Cap badges, regimental ties, blazer
badges, medals, insignia. Send £1.50 for
list to: Cairncross (Dept S), 31 Belle Vue
Street, Filey, North Yorks. 25007

Army Cap Badges. Send SAE plus
80p for lists to: Clans and Regiments,
14 Elm Grove, Aldbrough, East
Yorkshire HU11 4RQ. Guarantee and
generous discounts, TiC

Commemorative Documents of
Military Service. Suitable for all
branches designed for wall or desk top
display or portfolio. Send SAE for
descriptive list and request form.
AFS0, Outer Ardoch, Kilwinning,
Ayrshire, KA13 7QL.

Military, sports, coronation, police,
school, masonic and miscellaneous
medals and badges. Send 2x26p stamps
for list: 18 Hollybank Road,
Birkenhead, Merseyside 141 2SY. 1507

For quality hand-embroidered wire
and silk thread badges, emblems, crests
and pennants send design or pattern for
return of sample and quotation to:
“Kalsara International”, PO Box 1034,
Sialkot, Pakistan 51310, 2097

10% discount for military — camping,
walking equipment and waterproof
clothing. For free ‘Adventure Direct’
mail order brochure tel/fax: 0800
136345.

British and overseas military badges,
collars, titles, formation signs. Regular
comprehensive stock lists £2.00. Castle
Armoury (S), 18 Castle Street, Dover
CT16 1PW. 25197
e e e ke e e e e e e e e e ke e e e ke e e e vk e e ke e sk ek

Regimental Shields, Plaques and
Shieldclocks. In good company with
most regiments and corps of the British
Army we made your shields for the
Falklands, the Gulf and now Bosnia

EO1

1807

EO1

and Croata and most other
UN locations. Let us design your
regimental and operational shields.

Write for a full colour brochure to:
Military Marketing International, 74-
77  Steward Street, Ladywood,
Birmingham BA18 7AF. Tel/fax: 0121~
4545393, Minimum order 25 Shields.
£9.95, no VAT outside the UK.
Shieldclocks £17.50. T
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Largest manufacturers and
exporters of hand-embroidered bullion
badges for Army, Navy, Air Force,
Police, schools, colleges, clubs, etc.
Flags, banners, sashes, coats-of-arms,
family crests and all military
accoutrements. Also leather gloves,
footballs, track suits. Contact: ] Arthur
(PVT) Lid, PO Box 301, Sialkot
51310, Pakistan. Fax: 92 432 588605.

o HOiDATE

DELIGHTFUL
BLACKPOOL HOTEL

in Prime Location

Run by Ex -Serviceman
Special discount rates for members of HM
Forces and their families for holidays,
breaks and functions. Prices include full
English breakfast and five course evening

meal.
Holmhurst Hotel
14 Reads Avenue,
Blackpeol Central

Telephone: 01253 25977
Proprietor:Tony Galvin

D1

| INSURANCE |

House Contents, Kit, MSQ and
Building Insurance. Tel: 0800 62660
(Freephone). Household and general.
Freepost SE8601, Beckenham BR3
4BR. Overseas callers dial UK code then
1816582549. We can call you back. 209

| WANTED

Royal Artillery Mess Jackets. Light
Infantry or Green Jackets, Band Tunic
and fur cap. Military sword belt. Details
to; David Farquhar, 73 Dene Road
Wylam: Northumberland. .

Copy Deadlines
't be a turkey this Christmas,
slre your advert 5
Us in good time
December issue:
October 27
For further details and endguires
elephone: 01252 347352

ARMY SPORTS LOTTERY RESULTS

AUGUST 30, 1997

First (302 runs, £3,000): Hidr DB Carson, 1
(UK) ADSR, BFPO 15.

Second (282 runs, £1,500) Sgt D Harrison,
27 Tpt Regt RLC, Aldershot.

Third (276 runs, £900): Cpl SB Clare, CATC
BG, Warminster.

Fourth (275 runs, £600) LCpl AJ Pembroke,
SEME, Bordon.

Fifth (273 runs, £400) LSgt JJ Jones, ITC
Catterick.

Sixth (272 runs, £300) Sgt MA Seagrave, 2
CS Regt RLC, BFPO 47.

Seventh (269 runs, £200) W02 M Smith,
AFCO Preston.

Eighth (268 runs, £100) Maj JEJ Hickman, 7
Fit AAC, BFPO 11.

SEPTEMBER 06, 1997

First (365 runs £3,000) Capt FM King, 27
Tpt Regt RLC, Aldershot.

Second (361 runs, £1,500) Maj MA Toney,
22 Fd Hosp, Aldershot.

Third (357 runs, £900) Cpl AR Stafford, 4
Regt RA, BFPO 36.

Fourth (339 runs, £500) Maj CJ Beaumont,
HQ 5 AB Bde, Aldershot.

Fourth (339 runs, £500) Sgt MA
Conception, 225 Signal Sqn, BFPO 801.

Sixth (337 runs, £200) Brig JM Arigho,
MQD.

Sixth (337 runs, £200) CSgt AJ Day, 1 D and
D, BFPO 22

Sixth (337 runs, £200) WO2 D Young, 153
Wksp Coy REME (V), Grangemouth.

SEPTEMBER 13, 1997

First prize (19 goals, £3,000): SSgt Tl
Done, SEAE, Arborfield.

Eleven-way tie for second prize (18 goals,
£363.64): Pte AJJ Beacon, 4 R lIrish,
BFPO 804; W02 DA Brookes, 21 Log Sp
Regt RLC, BFPO 805; Cpl AG Farndell,
57 Sup Sqn RLC, BFPO 806; Capt R
Grimes, 16 Regt RA, Woolwich; Cpl MC
Hallyburton, 8 Inf Bde HQ & Signal Sqn,
BFPO 807; LCpl ML Hawtin, QDG, BFPO
16; Cpl J Hodson, ATR Bassingbourn;
LSgt G McWiliams, 1 Coldm Gds, BFPO
17; Cpl (name withheld), PATA,
Hereford; LCpl RS Temple, 24 Armd Fd
Amb, Catterick; LGpl SP Unwin, 2 Trg
Regt AAC, Middle Wallop.

reward!

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The weekly prize money has gone up from £6,000 to £7,000 with a top prize of £3,000. This increase
has ben triggered by a rise in the number of tickets sold over the 21,000 mark. When this figure
reaches 22,000 the prize money will increase again to £8,000 per week. The last 1,000 lickels took
only 5 months to sell, so keep recruiting your friends and colleagues and you could soon reap the

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS
All classified advertisements are accepted on a prepaid basis only, and are subject to the following conditions.
The Publishers reserve the right to decline any copy material of which they may not approve whether an order
shall have been accepted or not. All advertisements are accepted subject to approval and conditionally upon
space being available. The Publishers reserve the right to make any alteration they consider necessary or desirable
in an advertisement to meet their approval. The Publishers also reserve the right to cancel or suspend any

advertisernent without stating a reason.

While every endeavour will be made to meet the wishes of advertisers, the Publishers do not guarantee the

insertions of any particular advertisement.

The Publishers shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial failure (however
caused) of publication or distribution of any edition in which any advertisement is scheduled to appear.

The Publishers shall not be liable for errors occurring after the first insertion of an advertisement in a series. Itis
the responsibility of the advertiser to inform the Publishers of any such error in sufficient time to allow the

amendment. A voucher copy will not be supplied.

Advertisements will be placed under the following headings:

A dati

, Business Opportunities, Cars, Cars Wanted, Entertainment, Exhibitions, For

Sale, Gift Services, Holidays, Houselets, Notices, Property for Sale, Reunions, Services, Situations
Vacant, Situations Wanted, Training, Wanted. Other headings will be applied if deemed acceptable by the

Publishers.

The placing of an order for the insertion of an advertisement shall amount to an acceptance of the above
conditions and any conditions stipulated by an agency or advertiser shall be void insofar as they are in conflict

with them.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

BUAIVIE oo oems e e e e eeias e s s st A 1 o4 s S et e T o a1 R A0 B U B3 B S
(PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS)
A D) RS o e rm e e e s i e s
CLASSIFICATION. . i s i s st s g o s POStCOAC .. ...
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26 27 28 29 30

WORDS AT 35p
% INSERTIONS
VAT AT 17.5%

BOX NUMBER (INC. VAT)
TOTAL ENCLOSED

CHEQUE/PO Number

M Mmoo M

If you need more space, or do not wish to cut the magazine, please write clearly on plain paper.
COST: 35p PER WORD, MINIMUM CHARGE £7.00. VAT AT 17.5% MUST BE ADDED
NB: NAME AND ADDRESS AND/OR PHONE NUMBER SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN COST
IF YOU REQUIRE A CONFIDENTIAL BOX NUMBER, ADD £2.35 (INC. VAT) PER INSERTION AND TICK BOX []

[Payable to SOLDIER)

ALL CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS MUST BE PREPAID AND WILL BE INSERTED IN THE FIRST AVAILABLE ISSUE

Send to:

CLASSIFIED ADS
SOLDIER
ORDNANCE ROAD
ALDERSHOT
HANTS GU11 2DU




Advertising

GENERAL SERVICE CROSS MINIATURE MEDALS
EnALEY ST, m
Example of prices
C CBE: ] / MM 1
MEDALS? S o
i Bzmgs;:nc":i ‘éé:oﬁatoe?\a(grf%{we%;?ﬁ:u;agﬁ
We can l‘ep|aCe Former Yugoslavia: £7.50; Accumulated CSM T F s I
S/Atlantic + rose : f
them NOW! ax rree oaies

with clasp’ £6; Second War Stars: £2 each;
Defence/War Medals: £4 each. Miniature
Mounting Bars for D.1.Y. mounting: 1 space - £1
2-£1.10:3-£1.20;4-£1.30;5-£1.40;6-£1.50;
7-£1.60;8-£1.80:9-£2.00,10-£2.20

plus 17.5% V.A.T. and £1 postage

® 7.day medal mounting service for
full-size and miniatures in both ‘ordinary’ and

10AD HALy
MEDALS

* Immediate delivery on most models
* Full UK spec * Low/no deposit finance
* Part exchange * Continental delivery

court’ style.

Full size & Miniatures
Mounting Service & Ribbons
S.AE. for Replacement List

TOAD HALL. NEWTON FERRERS
PLYMOUTH. DEVON. PL8 1DH
TEL 01752 872672 FAX 872723

BRITISH ARMY OF THE RHINE

¥ 323 from £7,599 % MX5 from £10,099
The All New 626 from £10,1389
EXCLUSIVE EXPORT AGENT FOR
BFG AND BENELUX
POOL AUTOS

7020 Maons, Belgium
Tel: (65) 728836 Fax: (65) 724467

Serving the Services since 1968

® Full-size medals supplied
® Wire Blazer Badges ® Mess Kit Badges
® Display cases, medal ribbon, mounting
bars, ribbon bars etc

a3 JOINH3S AHVLNNTOA
TYJ3IW INOZ T¥YNYO Z3NSsS

Competitive Prices. First-class quality and
delivery guaranteed.

Send for comprehensive catalogue to the
Medal Specialists
(26p stamp appreciated):
MINIATURE MEDALS (SM)
30 COVENTRY ROAD, BURBAGE,
LEICESTERSHIRE LE10 2HP.
Telephone: (01455) 239262 D?

Please mention SOLDIER when
replying to advertisements

We offer you the LOWEST PRICES on a wide range of

NEW CARS

Advanced Car Exports

Please forward details on:
121 ] 323[] 626[] MX3[] MX5[] Xedos[]
Other makes [l .o, LHD/RHD

Official PEUGEOT Agents

Please contact: Stan Bateman, Advanced Car Exports,
FREEPOST, P.O0. BOX 470, BUSHEY, HERTS WD2 1WD
Tel: 0181-950 0500 (or Fax: 0181-950 8511)

PEUGEOT MAIN DEALER
BETWEEN BULFORD CAMP AND LARKHILL

UNBEATABLE
ERVICE

Forces discounts on full Peugeot |
Range* ‘1 4‘
1=  Finance at competitive rates
= i i German or UK
t==* A convenient and generous trade-in delivery

facility UK Tel.

(01980) 843333

WHEN YOU'VE TRIED THE REST
THEN COME TO THE BEST |

. SAAB
B DIRECT FROM THE Ukt I .
EXPORT DEALER CIECEN ALID)

s _ N reuceor ROVER
Ring Rick Barton 01980 653434, from Germany 0044 1980 653434 or write

to: Rangers TMs, Rangers Garage, FREEPOST, Durrington, Salisbury, ‘ VAUXHALL

Wilts SP4 8BR, England (no stamp required). ' SOVEREIGN FREEPOST, Station Road, Tidworth, Wiltshire, SP9 7BR ‘
POST THIS COUPON FOR OUR FREE INFORMATION PACK '
NAME AND BANK ..ottt

ADDRESS........co ittt bbbt

| 1 NAME AND RANK

i . lam interested in

. Part-exchange details ...
| . Country of use
‘ b

, FREEPHONE -i
i '"“_';_Tlff"ﬂ" Germany 0130-8544-96 |

SOLDIER Ocrober 1997
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Part exchange details ..ot

Country of use
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LIMITED STOCK
PHONE FOR AVAILABILITY

*LATEST BOOT TEC
*WEATHER PRO
(USUAL PRICE £150.00)

Danner Acadia Leather
& cordura severe Severe weather, all
weather boot. Goredex leather combat boots.
lined, selected by L.A. Gore-tex lined £160.00
Swat Team. Also in brown
Insulated £1165.00 Fort Bragg. 10" high
Uninsulated £160.00  Gore-tex combat boot
Other Danners stocked £175.

DAN

Matterhorn Orion

General se|
Including 18m
grey strap £75 :
Dated version £89

%ﬁ“bpm Para Smock
B 4 press-stud bulgy

pockets. Dressing
pouch on sleeve.
Knitted cuffs. Jump
flap. Genuine issue
From £62.99
Qther= para kit avial.

CWC are contractorsito. HM Forces
and offer a two year guarantee.
Beware of imitations. “Available
exclusively at Silverman’s

Mech Chrono
Including 20mm
rey strap £299
uartz version £220

o LY
SAS Windproof
Smock - DPM
4 bulgy pockets,
hood, drieg guickly.
Genuing £90.00
Arctic smocks also
avail. £95.00

1959 Pattern Denison
smock - Wool lined
collar. 4 press-stud

pockets. Knitted cuffs.

£85.00

Current genuine combat

smocks avail.

warm |
8” High only
17" High £29.99

Green or DPM &%

00°S.3 Uonod solpal\ 00°S913
yoed Aep 1j|gg B ayew sayonod
apIS “HISZL NIDHIA 321d

Soldier ‘95 PLCE DPM
Tacticall Ops. Assault vest. 8 |
assorte 3

large -‘a’napfgtor
Holster attache
128 fully adju

st with quie

{fastening front. B
N N%W £125.00 =

TEL: 0171 7 900 900 FAX:

007523 Alup "seyonod
apis yIm JJ0S ‘MIVYd T0dH1vd

Sféy Waﬁf; and
comfortable

£84.99 - Olive o
All other Buffalo kit
stocked

1INVYSSY 0002 H3IAT0S

k..
Soldier ‘95

PLCE
Commando
Chest Rig
Genuine

: Issue.
&= Builtiolast.
B NEW E£49.99
Radio
NEW

ouch -
14.99

S
Consists of:
Yoke, Belt,
2 x Ammo

ouches,
Utility pouch
an ater
bottle cover.

Buffalo ial 6 shirts
or Black

A -

Snugpak Sleeka
jacket. Lined with
SnuEpak sleeping .«
b%ﬁ ing. Warm and
indproof. incl. stuff .
_sac.g htwi

Green or
DPM £120.004

Soldier ‘95 Ripstop DPM

Trousers Drawstring waist,

#taped buttons, 5 pockets.
Latest Issue £39.99

0171 791 0008 EMAIL: silmail@aol.com

Shemagh Genuine Norge
Olive/black - Sand/ Army Shirt Warm
black - Black/white -and comfatable.
- Blue/white - Red/  100%€0tton.

white £6.99 Greén, Blacksor

Navy From £21400

Green Gore:
Soldier
Gloves Latest
issue leather
gloves. Special

SILVERMAN'’S LTD (s) 2 HARFORD STREET, MILE END, LONDON E1 4PS

PHONE, FAX OR EMAIL FOR FREE CATALOGUE

*

~ P&P £3.50 ANY SIZE ORDER

* OVER 50 YEARS OF SERVICE
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Is this a noisy case of
history repeating itself?

I WAS taken aback when I read in the
Sunday Télegraph (Aug 31) that Territor-
ial Army soldiers were having to shout
“bang” on exercises to simulate rifle
shots, owing to lack of ammo.

It reminded me of my Home
Guard days when we used to do
a lot of pretending as the Regu-
lar Army had collared most of the real
killing hardware.

This led to a bit of anger and confu-
sion. One Sunday morning our platoon
was “attacking” the Stapleford lot on

Stoney Clouds, a local beauty spot. An
irate defender shouted to the umpire:
“Tell this bloke he’s dead as I have
screamed at him ‘Swish’ (bayonet
thrust) twice and ‘Ratatat’
(machine-gun fire) and he still
keeps coming on!”

“I’'m not dead,” yelled back
my mate, pretending to stick his head
out of an opening. “Chug, chug — I'm a
tank.” — C L Golder, Bolton, Lancs;
ex-private, Home Guard, 9 Der-
byshire (Ilkeston) Bn.

How Cherrypickers
got their nickname

YOUR review of The Cherrypickers (Sept
1) asked how the nickname derived.

It was in fact given in a caption and “is
believed to derive from an incident in the
Peninsular War in Spain when Captain
Binney’s troop were surprised by the
French in a cherry orchard”.

I omitted from the book an explana-
tion of the origins of our unusual beret.
At the time of mechanisation in 1928 the
cavalry still wore service dress with
badges and peaked hats, and these were
retained for normal parades and service
in barracks.

When the armoured cars were issued
the regiment requested a crimson beret
similar to the current pattern for use in
the garages and in the field.

This was rejected by the War Office
because the beret then was a privilege
awarded to the Royal Tank Corps for its
work in the Great War, and it was con-
sidered that a hat of similar style was
unacceptable.

The regiment then submitted an alter-
native of a brown beret with a crimson
band of a different style. The brown was
suggested by my mother — my father was
quartermaster at the time — because she
thought that it was a suitable colour that
would not show grease marks.

The crimson band was the regimental

distinction. No badge was worn in the
beret.

I have failed to trace Pte Jarvis, shown
astride his horse in one picture, after
1905. He did not go to war in 1914 so I
assume his service ended before. — Lt
Col Peter Upton, Editor The Cher-
rypickers, Winchester, Hants.

@ Similar points about the head-dress and
lack of badge were made in a letter from
Thomas H Truswell, of South Hetton,
Durham, who served with the regiment from
1948-52.

HOT under the
collar? Want to
take issue on a serious topic? Need

to settle a difference of opinion on a burn-
ing question? Or do you just want to share
a good story with thousands of other read-
ers around the world?

As ever, Soldier welcomes your letters,
whether you are an officer or other rank;
serving or civvy; nine, 19 or 90. All we ask
is that you keep them brief and to the
point. We'd prefer them to be typed but if
they are handwritten, please put names,
addresses and in block capitals (not nec-
essarily for publication).

A prize will be awarded each month if
we judge that a letter, serious or humor-
ous, merits it. So get writing!

® Acceptance or rejection of letters is
the decision of the Editor, who reserves the
right to amend for length, clarity or style.
Anonymous letters will not be considered.

p.

‘Shambles’

COMMENTS in a book review about
the low state of Army morale after
Dunkirk were disputed by Maj (Retd) H
E R Martin RA (Sept 15) but I agree
with your reviewer JM’s interpretation.

My late father, who went to France in
the BEF in 1939 with an RE unit and spent
winter and spring building tank traps and
concrete pill boxes, described it as a waste
of ime because Hitler came through them
“like a dose of Epsom Salts”.

He said it was a “bloody shambles”
because the right hand didn’t know what
the left was doing. He got to St Nazaire
and boarded a ship berthed next to the
Lancastria, which was sunk with the loss
of more than 3,000 soldiers and RAF
personnel. I don’t expect many survivors
were keen to have another go at the Ger-
mans. — Edward Kelly, Dover, Kent.

| shook bully by the hand

BILL Fleckney’s letter “I would like to
buy my bullies a pint” (Sept 1) caught
my eye. I am sure all of us who have had
to endure the taunts of drill sergeants
and corporals while undergoing basic
training would willingly have “hung” for
some of them but never had a legitimate
reason for doing so. I did, but read on.
My National Service drill sergeant in
the Depot of the Royal Inniskilling
Fusiliers in Omagh, Co Tyrone in 1954
was a right horror, addressing recruits as
“g— sh s” and me as a “Scotch g—
sh——". He was a competent instructor

Maces

Q: WATCHING a video of the
Massed Bands of the Light
Division | noticed there seem
to be three ways drum majors,
bugle majors or whatever
carry their maces.

front of their bodies. Can
anyone explain? — E Evans,
Basingstoke, Hants.

Scottish Army
Q: | HEARD it stated on the

radio that one third of the

Some use them like a walk-
ing stick; others keep them close to their right
side; the rest move the mace up and down in

British Army is composed of
Scots. Are there statistics to bear this out? —
Geoffrey Hill, Huddersfield.

and treated us all the same, but I hated
him. After my demob, having joined the
Police, I was on point duty when a car I
had stopped to allow people to cross the
road sounded its horn behind me. I noticed
it was registered in Northern Ireland.

I approached the driver, thinking that
if he hadn’t a good excuse for sounding
the horn he was in for the high-jump. He
wound down his window and told me he
hoped I would make a better policeman
than I was a soldier. It was my old drill
sergeant.

At this point I could either charge the
driver with sounding a warning instru-
ment while stationary and without good
cause or give him a good tongue-lashing.

I did neither. I shook him by the hand,
realising he had a job in the Army which
was unpopular but necessary, as I was to
find out in the Police.

So Tommy, if you are reading this and
recall that incident in 1956, good luck to
you. — David Magill, Greenock, Ren-
frewshire.
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WRITE TO: SOLDIER, ORDNANCE ROAD, ALDERSHOT, HANTS GU11 2DU

BIRD'S EYE-VIEW
N

Who Dares? See Pages 30-32

“OK...two blow-outs, forgot the sandwiclgsjiﬁs ‘cunning little short cut
via the ford'. . . and now you've lost the map . . . what next, Hunnicut?”

Harp may soothe
musical discord

IN RESPONSE to letters about drum
majors, may I first point out that the
King’s Division, the Queen’s Division
and the Prince of Wales’s Division no
longer have regimental bands, only two
staff bands per division. Secondly the
Army no longer employs bandsmen, but
musicians.

The main argument, though, is over
the drum major’s four chevrons and
drum badge. This is not a badge of
rank but of a ceremonial appoint-
ment, being open to a minimum
rank of substantive corporal up to
WO1.

The only qualification required for
the ceremonial duties of a drum major is
first to attend and pass the All Arms
Drum Majors’ Course, the emphasis
being placed on the first two words. This
suggests that it is not the sole property of
the infantry. In addition, the person
must be selected for the appointment of
drum major.

Soldiers
air their
views in
Vox Pop
- Page 66

I sympathise with drum majors who
have gone through the corps of drums
with all their many duties, exercises,
operational tours as well as Junior and
Senior Brecon or the SF Comd Course,
but that is for the other aspects of their
job. I can appreciate that they have to be
proficient at both fife and drum for
instructional purposes, but the main
course they have to do for the
appointment is the All Arms Drum
Majors’. But it is still a ceremonial
appointment, not restricted to the
infantry but open to All Arms, and
the badge of appointment is the
four chevrons and drum.

We musicians in this appointment
would gladly wear the musicians’ harp as
well as the drum, as some already do.
Maybe this could be seen as an accept-
able solution. — CSgt (DMaj) N A
Williams, The Lucknow Band, The
Prince of Wales’s Division, Jellal-
abad Barracks, Tidworth, Hants.

CAN ANYONE recall the fate
of the original military thinker
known as the “Heidi Hi"
Colonel, who left his mark on
the Army in, | think, 1941-427

This character, who com-
manded a training depot, con-
sidered that saluting was outmoded.He
decided that a subordinate should call out to
him “Heide Hi", which would bring the
response, ‘Heide Ho”.

This generated immense hilarity and con-
troversy on all sides and of course did not

SOLDIER October 1997

‘Heidi Hi’
Colonel

find much favour with the mili-
tary upper crust such as Monty,
who stamped on it a bit
sharpish.

Who was the “Heide H/”
Colonel and what happened to
him? Was he sacked? He cer-
tainly wasn’t promoted, unless it was — as the
Salvation Army would say — “to glory”. — R J
C Holmes, Newcastle Upon Tyne.

@ This sounds remarkably like holiday camp
humour to us, but we await readers’ reactions.

PS ...

Mad Jack was
no Gordon...

ALTHOUGH | would, as a late Gordon
Highlander, eagerly claim an officer of
Jack Churchill’s reputation as our own,
we have no record of his having
belonged to the regiment (Diary, Sept 15).

He was as you rightly say a Manches-
ter and Highland Light Infantryman as
well as a commando and parachutist, but
his determination to join a Scottish regi-
ment led him to the Seaforth Highlanders
for two years after the war. — Lt Col (Retd)
Alaistair Cumming, Regimental Secretary,
The Highlanders (Seaforth, Gordons and
Camerons), Inverness.

Peak-a-boo

AS AN old sweat, ex-RA 1940-46 and Sol-
dier reader | often wonder why peaks of
Service caps are altered to the ridiculous
“Mickey Mouse” style as worn by some
elements of our present Army. — W Pur-
cell, Mitcham, Surrey.

Plenty of bottle

| REFER to your i
inset picture (Sept vf
1) of Sgt Chris i
Oakes (right). His
“drunken man”
routine at Fox Gym-
nasium, Aldershot,
is probably the best
I've seen of anyone

who can lay claim
to having drunk so
much he’s “legless”. — Lt Col (Retd) B S
Dyson, ACC Controller, The Army Catering
Corps Association, Deepcut, Surrey.

Good luck, Zoners

GOOD luck to all Canal Zoners and to
your petition to obtain our missing
medal. In his book, A Fighting Retreat:
The British Empire 1947-1997, Robin Neil-
lands makes the point that we should
have got a medal for our efforts.

Every man and his dog is receiving
backdated medals (or should | say
donkey — the Australian Government is
awarding a medal to Simpson’s donkey
from the Gallipoli campaign). — Duncan
Price (ex-39 HQ Sig Regt, MELF 17, 1953-
55), Newcastle, NSW.

@ See “Donkey man of Anzac Cove”,
Reviews, Page 64.

Convenient amnesia?

STALWARTS still battling for their Suez
and other medals may derive a little com-
fort from the fact that no medals were
minted for those ill-equipped and badly-
prepared troops who fought in Norway.

Indeed, such controversial and often
tragic expeditions deemed unsuitable for
historic recognition are traditionally
deleted from official memory. — Robert
Mills, Cologne, Germany.
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SEARCHLINE

First meeting of the new REME Associa-
tion, Birmingham branch, takes place on
Oct 25. Details from Jack Benzies on 0121
427 5221.

Former mortarmen, TARAs, signallers and
others who served with 120 Light Battery
RA in Korea are invited to contact Jim
Jacobs, 15 Angus Close, Fareham, Hants
PO15 6BA with a view to a reunion.

The Far East Veterans Association, found-
ed in July, seeks to foster comradeship, pro-
vide support, promote remembrance and
strengthen ties with the Far East. It has no
connection with any other associations. Ser-
vice personnel from the Second World War
to the present day are eligible. Details from J
R Bavister, Membership Secretary, 93 West-
morland Avenue, Luton, Bedfordshire (tel
01582 651770).

Whereabouts sought of Peter McManus,
from Sheffield, who served as a lieutenant in
No 19 Air Formation Signals Regiment in
Singapore and Borneo (1955-56). Last
heard of working in Borneo early 1960s.
Replies to Peter Priest, 10 Warren Court, St
Ives, Huntingdon, Cambs PE17 4WE (tel
01480 492687).

Author researching history of Australian
Army’s first post-Second World War air dis-
patch unit (no longer on the Orbat), 39 Air
Supply Section (later 40 Air Supply Pla-
toon) RAASC, which served in Malaya, Sin-
gapore, Papua New Guinea and South
Vietnam. Stories sought of Australian air dis-
patchers at work and play while serving in
Malaya and Singapore with the British
Army’'s 55 Company, RASC (1957-63).
Contact Graham Hay, Lot 80, Lakeside
Grove, Bindoon 6502, Western Australia.

King Richard School, Dhekelia, Cyprus
reunion for those who sat O, A and CSE
exams in June 1984 proposed. Contact
Kerry Bush (née Fowler), 179 Newcastle
Road, Stone, Staffs SM5 8LF.

El Alamein Cemetery: Anyone making a pil-
grimage this year to the El Alamein Ceme-
tery is asked to contact Derek C Scholfield,
(Secretary, Exeter Branch, Royal Regiment
of Artillery Association) at 5 Madison
Avenue, Heavitree, Exeter, Devon EX1 3AH
(tel 01392 258267).

REUNIONS

Worcestershire and Sherwood Foresters
Regimental Association annual meeting
on Oct 4 is to be held at a new venue,
Forester House, Chilwell, Nottingham. Con-
tact 01115 9465415.

7th and 3rd (V) Battalions, the 22nd
(Cheshire) Regiment (TA): annual reunion
at The Armoury, Stockport on Oct 25. Past
and present members of 3rd, 4th or 7th Bns
and A Coy, The Mercian Volunteers wel-
come. Tickets from the Secretary, 95 Hazel-
wood Road, Hazel Grove, Stockport SK7
4BN.

Suez Veterans Association: second
reunion visit to Egypt planned for February
1998. Cost approx £500 for return flight and
ten-day stay at Hotel Mercure, Ismailia. For
details send sae marked “Egypt 1998" to
Frank Evans, 6 Butler Road, Crowthome,
Berks RG45 6QY.

Diamy

DATES

OCTOBER

7-8: Cyprus Walkabout.

12: Military Historical Society annual exhibi-
tion, National Army Museum.

24: Isle of Thanet Festival of Remembrance.
Tickets: 01843 292882.

NOVEMBER

16: Wargames, re-enactment groups, mili-
tary books, Gala Leisure Centre, Edward
Street, West Bromwich.

@ To include public events in this diary, contact the
Editor.

All change at ABF

MA]J Gen Mike Regan has been appoint-
ed Controller of the Army Benevolent
Fund in succession to Maj Gen Mike
Swindells, who has retired after ten years
in the post. :

Under Gen Swindells’s guidance the
profile of the ABF has never been higher
and he worked hard to foster the close
rapport with regimental and corps secre-
taries upon whom the fund is so depen-
dent.

Gen Regan’s last military appointment
was Chief of Staff to the Adjutant Gener-
al and Director Adjutant General’s Corps.

Gen Sir Robert Ford, the President,
handed over to Fd Marshal Lord Inge,
recently retired as Chief of the Defence
Staff after 16 years in the post.

Useful numbers

Army Benevolent Fund 0171 581 8684
Army Families Federation 01980 615525
Samaritans 0345 90 90 90

SSAFA Forces Help 0171 403 8783
WRVS 01235 442954

If you think your organisation should be included in

this column, please contact the Editor.

APPOINTMENTS

Brigadier: J C L King — To Commander HQ
143 (WM) Bde/9 Regt AFHQ, Aug 4.

Colonel: D S MacFarlane — To DA Jakarta,
Aug 12; R P Bateman — To Dep Comd HQ 145
(HC) Bde, Sept 1.

Lieutenant Colonel: K D Abraham RA — To
JSCSC, Aug 26; D C B Adams RA — To HQ
AFCENT, Sept 22; P J Allison RTR — To HQ
SFOR, Sept 22; R W Barnes, D and D — To
APC, Oct 20; D G Benest, Para — To CATC,
Sept 1; T C S Bonas WG — To SHAPE, Oct 1;
P G M Callan RLC — To FMOD Bonn, Jan 19; S
K E Clarke RE — To RMCS, Sept 29; J A S
Downes RLC - To PJ (HQ) UK, Oct 20; D J
Eadie QRL — To MoD, Sept 1; J M Edwards
REME - To APC, Aug 25; J L Fletcher, R Sig-
nals — To Sangcom, Oct 15; J G Greenhaigh
AAC - To BAS(W), Oct 3; P D Greeves, Para —
To JSCSC, Aug 26; S C Hall RLC — To Aus-
tralian Staff College, Jan 12; N F W Hile RA —
To DGWES, Oct 27; S Jackson QRH - To
ATDU, Sept 8; | S James RE — To MoD, Sept 1;
R P Lungmuss RA — To KPO, Nov 10.

D N MacGregor-Smith, A and SH — To APC,
QOct 6; S J Marriner AGC — To HQ ARRC, Oct
13; P C Marriott QRL — To SHAPE, Sept 22; R
J D Metcalfe QRH — To DGCIS(A), Aug 12; NC
T Millen RDG — To HQ TSC(G), Dec 1; AMW
Mortimer LI — To Australian JSSC, Jan 19; M B
Morwood, R Irish — To HQ 4 Div, Sept 26; G M
Moynan KOSB — To Sri Lanka ASC, Sept 1; P
V Noakes REME —To DGES(A), Sept1; AMP
Nowak REME — To DGES(A), Sept 15; A
Phipps REME — To ATSA, Aug 4; M Ransom
REME - To DGES(A), July 31; M L Riddell-
Webster BW —To MoD, Dec 15; M A Rough, R
Signals — To APC, Aug 1; B J Scott-Morton, R
Signals — To BMM Kuwait, April 15; A R D
Sharpe, Cheshire — To SHAPE, Sept 22; N A
Smellie RLC — To DG Log SP(A), Sept 1, SW
G Suchanek KRH — To SHAPE, Sept 15; AW
Sutherland RLC — To RCB, Oct 13.

Retirements
Colonel: G J Barrett, late R Signals, July 29; S
F E Evans, late RAPC, Aug 1.

Kingsman Bob is presented
with his MM after 50 years

WHEN Wigan soldier Sgt Bob White, of
the 5th Kings, first received his Military

Medal it was by courtesy of the
Royal Mail in 1945. A letter
from King George VI accompa-
ning the award regretted that the
Monarch was unable to make
the presentation personally.

More than 50 years later his
son, Bob White Jnr, felt that his
father should have received his
medal in the same way as other
medal winners, from a member
of the Royal Family. He wrote to the
Queen Mother, Colonel-in-Chief of the
5th Kings, asking for her help and, to his
delight, a ceremony was arranged at
Clarence House in London.

Bob senior, now aged 78, was with the

Bob White

5th Kings at the D-Day landings and was
responsible for carrying anti-tank ammu-
nition forward to the guns. As
citations for the MM are rarely
gazetted, Bob’s actions on that
day remain a very personal affair.

The chairman of Bob’s Old
Comrades’ Association, Ken
Moore, was there to see the
medal ceremony and said: “It’s
no surprise that Her Majesty
offered to do this for Bob. She is
a remarkable lady. We are indeed
most favoured to have such a wonderful
Colonel-in-Chief.”

The Military Medal 1s one of the coun-
try’s highest military awards and bears the
words “For bravery in the field” on the
reverse.
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Flash of recognition

A gold centaur on a blue back-
ground is the new brigade flash
for soldiers from 103 The (Lan-
cashire Artillery Volunteers)
Regiment from St Helens.

The distinctive badge (below)
represents membership of 7th
Air Defence Brigade, recently
reformed 20 years after its dis-
bandment. The brigade is made
up of two Regular Rapier-
equipped and four TA Javelin-
equipped regiments recruited
from across the United King-
dom.

Displaying the newly-sewn on
badges with pride are: centre,
Bdr Sharon Burke; back, from
left, Gnr Garreth Olley, Bdr Jim
Talbot, Gnr Alex Liptrot, Gnr
Jamie Booth and Gnr George
Olley, all from HQ Battery.

S0)YEARS AGO

From Soldier, October 1947

TOWN THAT FELL
FOR FUSILIERS

There are two places at least, outside
Northumberland, where a member of
the Royal Northumberland Fusiliers
can expect to be welcomed with open
arms.

One is in Australia, where memories
of the regiment’s machine-gunners
who backed up the Australian Infantry
in the siege of Tobruk are still vivid. The
other is the little South Coast town of
Lymington, Hampshire, where the war-
time stay of 2 RNF has left something
more solid than memories. More than
100 members of the 2nd Battalion mar-
ried local girls and the town now has a
substantial colony of Geordies who
have settled there.

745YEARS AGO

From Soldier, October 1972

STAYING MONTHLY

Soldier is to remain a monthly maga-
zine. This major decision on its future
was taken following the publication of a
questionnaire in the March issue. The
price of the magazine will go up from
7'/2p to ten pence with the January 1973
issue. The questionnaire indicated that
the majority of Soldier readers were
willing to pay ten pence for a copy.
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\Veteran ski racer

BRITAIN’S most experienced ski racer,
81-year-old Jim Woolgar, has been pre-
sented with DM500 (£180) collected in a
jar at the UKSC(G) District adventurous
training lodge in Wertach, Allgau. Still

racing, old soldier Jim will
put the money towards
competing in the interna-
tional masters ski champi- .
onships. gy

He was the world cham- e |
pion in 1994 and was ¥
runner-up last year. | %

Jim joined the Royal JimWoolgar
Sussex Regiment in 1935, transferred to
the Roval Signals in 1941 and served with
Monty as an escort. He won the Military
Cross during the D-Day landings in Nor-
mandy and retired from the Army in 1968
after 33 years of distinguished service.

Book a place in history

THE short story competition sponsored by
Royal Armouries for the Ex-Services Mental
Welfare Society has attracted so many well-
written entries that the charity is proposing to
publish a book of the best. The deadline for
entries is November 28.

Open to everyone, the competition calls for
1,000-word works of fiction or fact on the sub-
jects of military life, wartime or peace. Entries
should be accompanied by a cheque for £5 (of
which £4 is a donation to the charity) and sent
to Competition Secretary, Ex-Services Mental
Welfare Society, Broadway House, The
Broadway, Wimbledon, London SW19 1RL.

Questions
of rank

First part of a fascinating new series

Sorry,
sarge

WHY is a lieutenant general senior to a
major general and why are there no
sergeants in the Household Cavalry?

These are just two intriguing ques-
tions about ranks in the British Army.

The first answer is simple. Major gen-
eral used to be sergeant-major general,
but the “sergeant” was dropped.

The New Model Army, raised in
1645, was commanded by Captain
General Sir Thomas Fairfax, with the
cavalry under Lieutenant General
Oliver Cromwell and infantry under
Sergeant-Major General Sir Philip
Skippon.

Since the cavalry was senior to the
infantry it was commanded by a higher-
ranking officer.

S =

The Life Guards The Blues and
Royals

The second answer is more compli-
cated. It goes back to the Restoration of
Charles II after Cromwell’s martial law.
The King’s Troop (predecessor of The
Life Guards) was then formed, largely
from Charles II's original bodyguard.

The ranks were filled with “private
gentlemen”, who provided their own
horses and fodder and paid 100 guineas
each for the privilege of enlisting.

NCOs were not appointed until
nearly 100 years later in 1756. The rank
of sergeant (from the Latin servire - to
serve) was rejected, because it implied
subservience and the status of a servant.

All of the original corporals had been
colonels in other regiments and a major
general was content with a lieutenant’s
commission, which cost him £5,500 in
1766.

The Household Cavalry, which com-
prises The Life Guards and its brother
regiment, The Blues and Royals (Royal
Horse Guards and 1st Dragoons), still
today has corporal-of-the-horse as
equivalent to sergeant with more senior
ranks of staff corporal, corporal major
and regimental corporal major.

—~ Hugh Howton
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Raviews

Amazing adventures

of the great escapee
LEN ARLINGTON, a private in
the Middlesex Regiment, was
captured by the Germans near
Dunkirk in 1940 but escaped.

¥ - 0

Although
P hunted
= | relentlessly,
#1 he survived
_THE__ i
MAN THE NAZIS [
COUlDI\ﬂ CATCH tance. As
JOHN LAFFIN an escapee
this chirpy
Cockney was at liberty longer
than any other British soldier and
even “inspected” German
infantry parading on a road. The
whole amazing story is superbly
told by John Laffin in The Man
the Nazis Couldn’t Catch, reis-
sued in paperback by Sutton
Publishing Limited at £9.99.

Donkey man

of Anzac Cove
FIREMAN, miner and swagman
Jack Simpson, born in South
Shields, joined the Australian
went
ashore on
the first day
of the Gal-
lipoli land-
ings, found
a donkey he
called
Murphy and
under shell
and sniper fire ferried 200 men to
safety in Anzac Cove.

Less than a month later both
were killed by shrapnel. AVC
was turned down but Simpscn
and the donkey are commemo-
rated in two statues in Australia.
The inspiring story is one of 28
told by R W Gould in Epic
Actions of the First World War,
published in hardback by Tom
Donovan at £25.

Japanese infantry

got on their bikes
FIFTY-FIVE years on, many will
still have to steel themselves even
to read about the capture of Sin-
gapore from the Japanese view-
o Wi T point, written
THE MASTERMIND?EHIND by the man
GRE&LEIIS".FA\IIE'I'SORY, who master-
i minded it.
ﬂ?ﬁﬂ;ﬂﬁfﬁﬁ] However,
. Col
Masanobu
Tsuji's
Japan’'s
Greatest
Victory,
=l Britain’s
Worst Defeat (Spellmount,
£18.95) first published in 1952, is
a masterly account of the cam-
paign.

It was Tsuji who sent infantry
into Malaya on bicycles and who
said that Churchill was unaware
Singapore had no rear defences.

A regular feature of a Pioneer’s life was road clearing. In the absence of scoops, brooms and
squeegees were used to clear liquid mud from a plank road near Ypres in January 1918

ATLAST The story of

1914-18 Pioneers

FIRST World War Pioneer
battalions of the Coldstream
Guards and more than three
dozen county regiments were
created through a need to
assist the Royal Engineers by
providing skilled tradesmen.

This relieved the fighting
infantry battalions from non-
combatant duties including
trench-digging and mainte-
nance, road-building and repair,
and the operation of light and
standard-gauge railways.

The work of the Pioneer
battalions had been largely
overlooked in literature con-
cerning the First World War
before publication of this book.

Author K W Mitchinson is
critical of regimental and divi-
sional histories which ignore
or skate over the role of these
units, whose name should not
be confused with the Pioneer
Corps of the Second World
War, although there is a direct
historical link between them.

By 1918 every British divi-
sion serving on the Western,
Southern and Balkan Fronts
had its own pioneer battalion.

The 5th Division, for exam-
ple, was serviced by the 6th
Battalion, The Argyll and
Sutherland Highlanders, while
the 4th Battalion, Coldstream
Guards not unnaturally pro-

vided “organised and intelli-
gent labour” for the Guards
Division.

With Canadian, Australian
and New Zealand equivalents,
nearly 80,000 men, approxi-
mating to five divisions, were
serving as pioneers in the
British and Commonwealth
forces.

They were, in the main,
drawn from those who had
been skilled tradesmen in
civilian life: miners, bricklay-
ers and carpenters. Unskilled

Pioneer Battalions in the Great
War: Organised and Intelligent
Labour by K W Mitchinson. Pen &
Sword Books, hardback, £21.

labour was, from early 1917,
provided by the now almost
forgotten Labour Corps.

Not all the fit young men
posted to pioneer battalions
were overjoyed. They had vol-
unteered to fight and were
trained as infantry, “imagin-
ing glorious charges across the
green sward of no man’s land
and advancing remorselessly
upon the seat of the evil Kaiser”.

Now it seemed they were
destined to follow in the wake
of their former comrades, car-
rying and erecting barbed
wire, and digging trenches and

strongpoints. We are, however,
given many examples of brav-
ery among these battalions.

It was generally believed
among the infantry’s fighting
battalions that their Pioneer
comrades enjoyed more com-
fort in their billets and camps.
They had the advantage of
building tradesmen among
their number but on many
occasions were forced to live
in shell holes, ruined trenches
and bivvies.

There were more agreeable
duties when better accommo-
dation could be enjoyed, for
instance when at work on
canals and rivers which tra-
versed the rear areas. There
were also unusual tasks, such
as chasing escaped German
PoWs, ploughing and planting
vegetables for French civilians
and what the author thinks is
perhaps the most bizzare, the
digging of artificial shell holes
in a battle practice ground.

The author presents us with
a highly readable account. In
so doing he does not neglect
the frustrations that plagued
those at the sharp end, such as
the concern of a young officer
on the possible effects of two
broken hammer handles.

An incredible worry amid a
war of indescribable waste. — B]
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AT LAST The story

OF ALL the eye-in-the-sky
sorties flown by Ted Maslen-
Jones in Austers with 656 Air
Observation Post Squadron,
perhaps the most bizarre was
his final assignment when, in
1945, he flew a Japanese gen-
eral over an island to show him

Fire by Order by E W Maslen-
Jones. Leo Cooper Pen & Sword
Books, hardback, £19.95.

and thousands of his troops

were to become PoWs.
Maslen-Jones, who won the

MC and DFC in the war, took

of 656 Squadron

peninsula, the Japanese left for
their vehicles after much
formal standing to attention
and bowing.

Then the Japanese inter-
preter returned with a mes-
sage. “The general wants to
say one thing,” he said. “The
war is not over.

where he and his troops
were to be prisoners-of-
war.

With his fellow pilots
in this small, coura-
geous RAF/RA unit,
Maslen-Jones for two
years had been over-
flying the Burmese
jungle and the Japanese
lines, directing the gun-
fire of the 14th Army.

He describes in Fire
by Order the challenges
of operating in such
conditions, paying trib-
ute to the ground crews
who kept their flimsy
canvas-covered aircraft
in the air.

Now, in November
1945, the war over and
the enemy surrendering
in their thousands, he
was ordered to fly Gen
Seishiro Itagaki, commander
of the 7th Area Army, for an
aerial survey of Singapore
island of Rempang, where he

ﬁ,

A fuzzy picture of Gen ltagaki beside Maslen-
Jones’s aircraft before the flight over Rempang

no chances and had a pistol
tucked into his belt. But the
flight was free of incident and
on returning to the Malayan

“It will go on for a
hundred years.”

So far as Iragaki was
concerned 100 days
would have been nearer
the mark, for he was tried
and convicted for war
crimes and subsequently
executed.

After more than 50
years, Maslen-Jones’s
story about this little-
known wartime outfit in
the thick of the action
needed to be told and
told well, as it is here.

Gen Sir Martin Farn-
dale writes in his fore-
word: “Their flying hours
broke all records, their
feats of endurance and
airmanship in appalling
weather conditions set
standards seldom
equalled and they never once
failed to answer a call for help
from their comrades on the
ground.” - JM

(Hell on Earth: The Battle for
Battaglia and other wartime
experiences by Cecil Brown.
Life with the Grenadier Guards
in Italy, North Africa, Austria and
Palestine, 1943-46. Available
from the author, Dairy Farm,
Pytchley, Northants, NN14 1EJ,
price £5 plus 65 p&p.

Exiles of Empire. Family letters
from India and Australia by
Fanny and Annie Pratt (1843-
1863) give a deep insight into
their life and times. Transcribed
and edited by Mona Macmillan
and Catriona Miller. Pentland
Press, hardback, £24.50.

This Foul Thing Called War by
Basil Kentish. Biography of the
author’s uncle, Brigadier Gen R
J Kentish CMG DSO (1876-
1956), who served in the Royal
Irish Fusiliers in the Boer War

and commanded an infantry
division on the Somme. He also
fought for the underprivileged.
The Book Guild, hardback,
£12.95.

The Ethics of War by A J

Coates. The justification of
Allied bombing of Germany in
the Second World War or of Iraq
in the Gulf War are among the
questions discussed. Manches-
ter University Press, paperback,
£14.99.

Guderian: Panzer General by
Kenneth Macksey. Tank man’s
1975 biography of the father of
modern tank warfare. Greenhill
Military Paperback, £12.50.

<
SAS: With the Maquis by lan
Wellsted. The author, alias
“Gremlin”, recalls his time in
action with the French Resis-
tance between June and Sep-
tember, 1944. First published in
1994. Greenhill Military paper-
back, £10.99.

VCs of the First World War:
The Somme by Gerald Gliddon.
Profiles arranged chronological-
ly, with more than 250 pho-
tographs and maps. First
published 1991. Sutton Publish-
ing Limited, paperback, £12.99.

The Memoirs of Field-Marshal
Kesselring. The German
strategist’s acclaimed autobiog-
raphy, written during his post-
war imprisonment, with a new
introduction by Kenneth Mack-
sey. Greenhill Military Paper-
back, £14.99.
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Queen Victoria’s
glittering jubilee
CONTEMPORARY photographs
of Queen Victoria's Diamond
Jubilee procession in 1897 and of
some of its participants are a
source of
great fasci-
nation in A
Celebration
of Empire,
published by
Spellmount
in large-
format
paperback at
£9.95in
association
with the Victorian Military Society.

In this centenary souvenir Col
Peter Walton’s vivid scene-setting
text is complemented also by
engravings, a contemporary
account of the event, and five
appendices detailing the proces-
sion and various military contin-
gents.

Man who betrayed

1st Airborne Div
MORE men died in the battle for
Arnhem than in the whole of the
D-Day landings — and the man
whose treachery possibly led to

= r-— ) the death of

the 1st
YH.-‘\ITEI‘R‘ OF ARNHEM

British Air-

# borne Divi-

4 sion died two
days before
his trial was
due to start.
This is the
contention of
Allan A
Samm, who decided to write what
he calls the first true story of one
of the war’s great atrocities. Trai-
tor of Arnhem (Minerva paper-
back, £7.99), the first-hand
account of this former King's
Royal Rifle Corps soldier, is well
worth reading.

Son’s tribute to Sgt

George Eardley VC
FOUR months after Sgt George
Eardley of the King's Shropshire
Light Infantry won the Military
Medal in Normandy in July 1944,
he was
silencing

| three enemy
machine-gun
posts in the
Dutch village
& of Overloon.
This further
act of
courage

¢ resulted in
the award of
the Victoria Cross and now his
proud son, Roy, celebrates his
late father’s life in the lavishly-
produced £18 hardback Eardley
VC MM, (Rothley Publishing, 24
Walfield Avenue, Congleton,
Cheshire CW12 2HP),
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Welcome to a new
regular feature. In
Vox Pop, we ask a
random selection

of serving soldiers
for their opinions

on a subject which
is relevant to
today’s Army.

This month the blg question is: “Do you

LCpl Harry Worth, QRL
“I think it's chilled out enough
as it is. When | did it back in
’91, | thought it was hard, but
when my brother did it a few
years later, they were allowed
to wear civvies every night.
It was too
easy really.
They need to
maintain dis-
cipline,
because you
see the new
guys coming
= to the regi-
ment, and they have no
respect for rank or authority. If
it gets any softer there’'ll be no
discipline whatsoever.”

Fus Jdme% Fraser, 1 RHF
“Softer train-
ing would
create prob-
lems when the
recruit gets to
the battalion,
because when
the heat
comes on,
these people are not going to be
tough enough to cope with it.”

Cpl Andrew Carter, REME
“The Army is a lot smaller now,
and we need guys who are
better. We are getting guys
who are not as strong as those
who joined up 12 years ago. |
think people joining up need to

WE GUARANTEE
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or written quotation, contact:-

~*Screen

Co-op Buildings, Walbottle, Tyne & Wear NE15 9RY

Tel: TYNESIDE (0191) 229 0226
Fax: TYNESIDE (0191) 229 0255

All major Credit Cards
accepted

realise that it is not easy, and
we want people to be attracted
by the harder
side of life. If
we make
training too
easy, we are
going to
attract too
many soft
people, and
that is not what the Army is all
about.”

Pte Lorraine McLeod, RLC
“I just came
out of training
ayearanda
half ago, and |
don’t think
they should
make it any
easier. Train-
ing needs be
quite tough to keep the people
that we don't want out. Itis
tough now, but | don’t think it's
as tough as it was a couple of
years ago.”

Cpl John
Train, 1 RHF
“The world is
changing , so
| suppose
we’ve got to
change with
it. If society
says that we
should make training softer,
well fine.”

LCpl Gale Smith, A and SH
“I've been
through train-
ing twice,
because | left
and then
joined up
again. | didn't
have any
problem, and,
the second time around, | had
two children. It's demanding, but
it should be. | think kids these
days have had it so soft that
some can’t cope with a regime
where they just have to do
things without answering back.”

Capt James Griffiths, 1 RHF
“I don’t think that standards
ever were that hard. They are
challenging, and the emphasis

Interviews: Graham Bound Pictures: Mike Weston

should be on
getting people
through the
challenges
rather than
reducing the
challenges. A
lot of people
might even be
put off if they think it is not
going to be an opportunity to
stretch themselves.”

LCpl Anita Wood, 1 RHF
“l don't think it 2
should be any
easier. If they
do make it
easier, the
recruits are
going to find it
really difficult
when they
come to a unit and get shouted
at. The tough training just helps
you to realise that there is a lot
of discipline in the Army.”

Pte John Walker, 1 PWO

“I passed out of training a year
ago, and if it gets any easier
than it was when | was there,
it'll be like a holiday camp. |
found it quite easy. But
because of
the way chil-
dren are
being
brought up
these days -
its all com-
puter games
and no play-
ing outside — it may be hard for
some. Nevertheless, it should-
n't be made any easier.”

Capt Arwyn Lewis, REME
“The job that we require soldiers
to do is still the same, so | feel
that we are obliged to train a
recruit so that he can come into
the Army and
do that job. If
we reduce our
training stan-
dards and a
recruit is
eventually
expected to

. perform a task
that he is not physically or men-
tally able to do, then we will be
in trouble.”
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THIS SUMMER W
COST, NOT YOUR OPTIONS

SAVE UP T0 £650 ON SE AND CD OPTION PACKS ON THE 1998 VOLVO RANGE

This summer Volvo Tourist and Diplomat Sales are giving unbeatable offers
on the Volvo range. With immediate effect we are reducing the cost of our SE and CD option
packs for orders placed up until the 4th October 1997.

Don’t miss out on this superb offer, contact our hotline number below.

e £500 PRICE REDUCTION ON THE SE OPTION PACK
e £650 PRICE REDUCTION ON THE CD OPTION PACK

This offer is valid for 120 days from the date your car is ordered. Offer ends 4th October 1997.

VOLVO

Tourist & Diplomat Sales

UK 01707 262388
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SOLDIER Calendar 1998

Handy desk and travel clock.
Compact lid flips over so the
clock is small enough to be
slipped into your pocket or
briefcase.

: Engraved glass quality
AN — paper-weight featuring
Bring an elegant edgetoyour ~ Soldier’s badge
meetings with our leather
conference folder, complete
with a quality pad and
Windsor pen. Will last a

rt and stylish quality pen
and pencil set in its own
hardwearing case.

An unusual and amusing :
collection of Soldier covers from ===
years gone by captured on our

set of colourful postcards. Ideal

to send, or keep as fun pictures.






