






























How. we 
b w i c m i  

rt#ht. in ocdhs of march: Owsn gun. 
ckp direharger, Brm and Owen sun. 

I ~ Left: Pig-hunting. like bandif-hunting, brings out ‘some 
! rarely-met weapons. This is an American repeating 
~ 12-bore riot gun. Below: Hunfer‘s reward: Captain M. 
! Tempieman slakes his thirst with wild cocoanut milk. 
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, i s  forming its own 
wit. control- unit. Once 

.- 
A 

Another steamer is hauled up the second 
cataract. Note lhe man directing opera- 
tions from the top of the rhip's awning, 
and the tented camp across the river. 

Right: The departure of Lord Wolsele) 
from Ambukol. The inset shows him in 

enhadfobehou his cabin. (Drawings on these pages 
are reproduced from contemporary 
issues of the NIurirored London News.) 

THE ARMY WENT BY COOK'S 

. .. . 







N the morning, the weather was just 
about as bad as it could be. Baln beat I down steadlly and clouds covered the 

Mi-tops on the 28,000-acre artUlery range at 
Bennybridge. in South Wales. 

It was a depressing prospect for the men 
who were manoeuvring guns into position. 
%on tlw spectators would be arriving, to 
watch shells burstiig across the valley. Just 
how you could not even see the guns from 
more than 25 yards away. 

T%m tuwards lunch-time, the rain eased and 
the clouds began to lift. long grass still soaked 
hftkdrese trousers and vehieles skidded d e n  

. 

the tried to move anywhere o€f the roads. A 
w d  windjcept greatcoats on, but the sun was 
sblning am? the hi4btops were in sight. 

The Gumas were relieved, The Royal 
Artillery's biggest demonstration shoot since 
World War Twa was slfe. If the weathet had not 
improved, the clhoot would have been off for gwd. 

Of the 15M) or so men tekins part, only two 
k p s  of National Semcemen would have been 
avaibble for a postfmned sboot..Many others 
w r y  Tenitorials wbo had bew at' their &&S. 
rbopcsunters and work-benches untll tea-time 
tbe previous day and had hed to 
take the Satunday mo-g as 

time off get to senny- One of the '*heavies." 
e. ll~er, were also Terri- Someofthe spactaton 
do spendins their are shown how a 7.2 

inch howitzer works. a u a l  camp at Sennybnd&, a ~ ~ d  
!3m? balance were some 

emists Who were hrlnging the 
camped mite up to strength. 

It wiu, the Knt tiqe sncb a 
demonshation had been%ged al- 
mc%t entirely by Territorial units. 

There were more than M) guns 
t ad  4.2 wrtars  in position 011 the 
zllls. They had c m e  from TeRi- 
derial Royal A r t i I 1 q u ~ ' a I I  
Orer Western C o d a n d  - field, 
Wht, medium and heavy, r e -  

' - a n t s ,  and ,others with Mf-pro- 
r u e d  He'd guns and light anti- 
*eraft gunS. 

.There were hvo reasons for 'the 
h o t .  The first was that in 

17 Western Commend (as in others) 
' ~ .  . ' *re were many ybung soldierq 
-*. ' ~ officers who hadnever known 

,' Wllery fire, and it wonld be a 
Useful part ot thelr .training to 

. 
- . I  

" 

.. 

. 

Self-propelled Bofors; like this, took ar 
afternoon off from anti-aircraft training 
to show their pacer In  o ground role 

'' see what happened '' 
in an artUkry target things SeriotMy. too. Before the '-: 
area.Forthatreason. shooting started, they took the ,.. 
many of the 2wo or oppertnnity of seeing the kinds ot . 

' 3080 speCt.ston came guns ivbich were.to be fired (the . "  
from 18 T i a w g  .biggest of 'bow wbicb were in ; 
Brigade and from the action were hiddea frdm the spec- : : 

officer cadet schwl at Baton Hall, tators by a hill). F+chens .were . 
cheater. h o n g  them c i r c u ~ a t ~ ~ ~ ~ i n e d  up near the stands, with 
Roya3 Artillery officers, distin- boards giving the main. infonna. ~ 

gniahed by white cap coven. to 'ion about them and expertr ' '~ 

eamer their questlone. From ready to answer wuestions. 

The khaki-clad spectatorb 

r lond-speatersca6eanexplanatory ' Th& demonstratidn started with : .: 
e~mmeniay by Brigadier W. R ground.bursts from evecything in 
Cootleen. Brigqdier, Royal AS- the show, up to the 7.2 houit'aers 
tillery, Western Command. . and 155 miphetre heavies. m e n  
% second mason WBS that it there were air-hursts and 25- 

was @e t r a i q i  for the Terri- pounder burstswithvariablettme- . ' 

torialGunwrs. Inthenormalway fuaes. The ZS-pnndera e a g w  , . 
such a demonstration by Regular &geti. and an fir 
Gunners would have been re-1 ion post Auster, pilot&, ,,,: 
hearsed, hut the Territorials had rritotial ,,of&r, showed 

its paces by' controUing, a., shoot I '. 
By medium g ~ s .  ( ?  

The self-propelled Bafors'li$bt .;' . 
ed to think it was perlect! twice anti-aircraft guns. firing in their 
the loud-speakers commented gr ve oneof hbemost . ~' 

monstraiiops when th%t firingwas slow and concentra- sp 
tiensnot so tlght as they might be. th 

. 

defensive fire and ,e crescendo -. 
when field, medium and heavy' , 
regiments, mortars and gnti-air- 
craft gun8 joined in an attack . 
Fire plan, Finally two tanks of the 
Staffordshire Yeomanry made an 
attack (in whI& they scored , 
dfrect hits on t h e  target screens) 
SQ that =U-propeIIed 25-pounders. 
could comeinto action insqpor t  
of them and lay a smoke-screen. 

When it was all over, and 17W 
mydo W ' b e e n  fired, there was . , 

, 

.. ' . . ,' : ., , ,I* . .  
, . .  . .  . .  . $ .  ' Territorials and **Z'' Reservists fired most of the 1700 rounds in 

the Royal Artillery's biggest demonstration since World War Two 
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