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INTERNAL SEEUHITY SOLDIER

Overall

height 9% inches
MR 107

Price £44.50

incl VAT/PP

Hand cast and
finished in cold
cast bronze

Cold cast bronze is produced by using powdered bronze with a resin and the
catalyst as a bonding agent

FOR BROCHURE featuring ideal gifts for

competitions, retirements etc, and collectors items

including:

l COLD CAST BRONZE STATUES

W PEWTER FIGURINES

B EXTENSIVE LIST OF REGIMENTAL CAR GRILL
BADGES & PEWTER TANKARDS

Send stamped addressed envelope, or, for above, cheque/FPO.
Access or Visa accepted to:

PHOENIX WORLD REPRODUCTIONS

(Dept. SN), 437 Valley Drive,
Gravesend, Kent DA12 5UE.

Tel: Gravesend (0474) 65511

e

CLUB AND COMP. Y
SWEATERS

Direct from the mill. Also Sweatshirts, Tracksuits.
Minimum order only 8 for many standard

designs, just 24 for your own badge.

Write NOW for FREE colour leaflet and cuttings —
to: Andy Hamnett, SYMBOL SWEATERS,

Burnawn Factory, GALSTON, Ayrshire KA4 8HF.

Tel. 0563 820213.

Please mention ‘Soldier’ when replying.

b
mr DPM Para Smocks 7 Hi Leg Combat Boots

v SAS
Windproof
Smocks ¥ SAS Bergans

v Arctic Windproof Smocks

¥r Britain’s Leading Military clnlhmg

Specialists

SEND SAE., OR INT. POSTAL COUPON FOR EXTENSIVE LIST
TO:- MISS J.D. NICHOLLS, MAIL ORDER DEPT. “"HENRY DU BORA",
20 WELLINGTON ST., ALDERSHOT,

HANTS. GU11 1DZ, U.K.
TELEPHONE ALDERSHOT 22668

PERRYS BFG

Putting the force in forces export
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Very special-Very quick-Very few

RS TURBO £5950 RS TURBO CUSTOM £6250
Tax free, complete to BFG specifications as usual.

PART EXCHANGE LOW COST FINANCE, AND THE BEST IN PERSONAL SERVICE
WELL MAINTAINED XR3.XR2,CAPRIi.GTi.GTE and RS MODELS ESPECIALLY SCUGHT
ORDER NOW- NEXT MONTH MAY BE TOO LATE
Perrys BFG Export Division
51/55 High Street Edgware London
To call from Germany:00 441951 0066.Tx.261889

To call from UK. 01-951 0066

L0 PERRYS

The garage you'd recommend to a friend

lam mteresled in purchasing a new

| MODEL:

Rank:
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SSAFA says “thanks”
and offers help.

“Thanks” for supporting SSAFA fund-raising events.
The money helps maintain 1,100 Branches throughout the
UK, staffed by volunteers who offer friendship, advice and
practical help to Service and ex-Service families inneed.

Please remember that SSAFA is close to your family
back home. Whatever the problem, if you are worried
and would like SSAFA to call round, tell us. We won't tell
anyone else.

If you or your folks know of an ex-Service family who
could do with a visit from their SSAFA friend, again please
tell us. Help us to reach those who are either too proud
to ask for “charity” or simply don’t know that SSAFA exists |
to help them.

We help meet the need, whatever itis.

Thanks to YOU.

THE SOLDIERS, SAILORS AND AIRMEN'S FAMILIES ASSOCIATION
27 Queen Anne's Gate, London SW1H 9BZ. Tel: 01-222 9221




Unique Forces Offer

Codn Bmvu nd
Spmsh a
by Luxury Cooch or SeI'F Drive.

Send for our Free Colour Brochure and our
Unique Offer for Forces Family Holidays.

For self drive self catering holidays from Germany
and Holland to France and Spain, or coach holidays,
self catering from England to France and Spain.
Mer-Soleil Continental Holidays Ltd.,
McKenna's Buildings, Dock Road, Birkenhead,
Merseyside, L411DQ.

Telephone: 051-652 1506/7.

Telex: 628761 Bultel (Mer-Soleil).

ENCYCLOPAEDIA
OF MODERN

BRITISH ARMY
REGIMENTS
David Griffin. Deals, in order
1 of seniority, with the 57
regiments left in the modern
Army. Includes insignia,
honours, anniversaries,
customs, mascots, dress
distinctions,  marches,

mck.names headquarters and recruiting areas plus a family
tree’ for each regiment showing its lineage, with hundreds
of photographs illustrating dress, weapons and equipment.
The author shows how pride in special distinctions ensures

that the British soldier remains the finest fighting man in
the world. £14.95

ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF THE
MODERN BRITISH ARMY

Terry Gander. Photographs and scale plans. Covers the
army’s history since WW2, the organization of its various
corps, its equipment from small arms to tanks and missiles,
and its uniforms and protective clothing. £16.95
M Dept 905B, Denington Estate, Wellingborough, Northants,
NN82RQ. Te]ephone (0933) 72525. Telex 311072 THOPUBG.

24 hour telephone ordering service for VISA and ACCESS cardholders.
When ordering from the publisher, please add £1.00 per book to cover postage.

From your bookseller or:

Patrick Stephens Limited

@ Sweaters for All @

* Quick delivery x Large size and colour range
* Excellent value for money * No advance payment

———p
To: PRICE & BUCKLAND LIMITED, FREEPOST,
NOTTINGHAM NG5 1BR. Tel: (0602) 263092 or 204301

Please send details of the top quality sweaters that you
manufacture and embroider to:

The Ultimate Tailoring Service

for the Services

The best materials are made 10 measure in our
own workrooms 1o give you the finest quality
lailoring Our personal measuring Service
assures you of pertection That's the ulli
male lailoring service from Unilormal
Service Dress. Army Day Shirts. Mess
Dress. Dress Shirts, Miniature
medals a"". a host ol other mili
lary and civilian wear

All at competilive prices and free
credit into the bargain For
complete details. just write
or phone, stating your name
address and details of your
requirements

ON ALL UNIFORMS AND CIVILIAN WEAR
FILL IN THE COUPON OR PHONE FOR DETAILS

l Name . .

| Address s sl el S S St S |
| Please give telephone 1 PR e L ol e [ I
REQUITBMEBNES . ... . L e b e A T O

Minden Sales Office open daily. I
9am-4.30pm. Tel: 0571 40067. |

For complete details phone your local
agent either in UK or our Sales Office in

Minden. Our representative will call at
All written communications direct to  your convenience. I
Head Office. I
I Van Dungie House
I Meynell Ave, I
Rothwell,
W Yorks, :
\(0532 826102) J
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The rest of the year we go uphill

When we're not backing the International Ski
Championship, we only like to deal in upward curves.
And there are several ways we can lift the

fortunes of service people and their families.

School fees, too, can be tailored around the
circumstances of the individual service people.
And we can provide personal financial advice for
those either leaving the service for a business career or
When it comes to saving, for example,  those going into retirement.
ve have plans, funds, Unit Trusts and These are just some of the ways we can help the
Investment facilities, all of which we can  service people at home or abroad to plan their financial

manage for you. future.
We also have a wide range of For more information, simply contact your
insurance plans, including a highly personal adviser. -
flexible family protection plan After that, it’s all

whichcanbealteredto  upwards.
a family’s changing
circumstances and

lifestyle.
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e | NV FS EFMENT SERVICES .
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. of the City among other events,

MAJOR RICHARD BALK-
WILL, 33, Royal Artillery, was
killed and three others injured
when an Army Air Corps Scout
helicopter crashed on take-off for
a routine flight along the Anglo-
Sino border. He was married and
a staff officer with HQ British
Forces Hong Kong.

The pilot, Captain Alan Wordie,
who was Man of the Year two years
ago, was injured as were the new

Captain Alan Wordie Captain in Charge of the Royal

Navy Hong Kong, Captain Chris-
topher Gotto, RN, and the heli-
copter crewman, Corporal Tony
Power.

It is understood the accident
happened on Crest Hill, an i1solated
tree-encrusted ridge.

Captain Wordie, who had
overcome the loss of a leg ina road
accident, passed out from the Army
Air Corps Centre, Middle Wallop,
as the best student pilot in the
summer of 1983.

MAJOR KILLED IN HONG KONG AIR CRASH

He spent some time on convert-
ing to the Scout — some 35 hours
— before a posting to 660
Squadron, Army Air Corps in
Hong Kong. He had previously
about 220 hours’ rotary and fixed
wing experience.

Captain Wordie was one of the
11 ‘Men of the Year’ to be
honoured at a special luncheon at
the London Savoy under the
auspices of the Royal Association
for Disability and Rehabilitation.

NEW TA TASK — HIPPO RELIEF!

ETHIOPIAN

MILESTONE

ARMY Air Despatchers in
Ethiopia have dropped the two
millionth pound of grain from RAF
Hercules aircraft to the hunger
stricken people of Northern Shoa.

The airdrop of grain to famine-
hit Ethiopian villages began in
February. Since then soldiers from
47 Air Despatch Squadron, Royal
Corps of Transport, normally
based at RAF Lyneham, have been
flat out in their effort to help re-
lieve hunger in the remote and
inaccessible villages of the Ethio-
pian highlands. ‘

The Air Despatch crews have
been despatching on three, some-
times four sorties a day.

DATE CHANGE

The Light Infantry Tercentenary
celebrations in Wells, when the
regiment will exercise the Freedom

will take place on 15 June, not 14
June as previously reported in
SOLDIER.

The Prince of Wales chats to Gunner Martin Dalton during a visit
to King's Troop, Royal Horse Artillery at St John's Wood, London.

IT WAS, to say the least, an
unusual assignment for two part
time sappers from HQ Squadron,
75 Engineer Regiment (V) at
Failsworth, Manchester.

At one drill night the call went
out for volunteers to undertake a
mission of mercy to a four-year-old
pygmy hippopotamus named
April.

Sappers Martin Cooper and Paul
Harrison stepped forward and the
following day they and the unit’s
Training Major, Major Hamish
Killip were on their way to Ganey’s
Circus, at Rochdale.

It seemed that April was off her
feed. She’d only been able to get
down some 18 lbs of hay, oats,
vegetables, and flake maize —about
half her normal daily intake.

So armed with a metal detector
the sappers scanned the frame of
ailing April and sure enough
located a distinct ‘ping’ moving
around inside her.

With the knowledge, that April
had swallowed some metal object
further plans could be made.

Said Mr Martin Lacey, an
animal trainer with the circus: “We
are hoping that a couple of pints of
cod liver oil should get rid of the
problem.”

INVICTA EXPORT is a part of the Ramsgate Division of
Invicta Motors Ltd., the largest Ford Main Dealers in East
Kent, established for 60 years. Nobody is better qualified
to give you help and guidance in choosing your new Ford —
specialising makes the difference.

¥ Situated conveniently on the South-East coast, 5 mins.
from Ramsgate Ferry Terminal and 40 mins, from Dover.
¥ No hidden charges. ¥ Part-exchange welcome.

¥ Finance and insurance arranged on request. *

*Written details available on request.

INVICTA

TAX FREE FORDS!

s _Return the coupon for free Information Pack to: Invicta Motors Limited,
¥, Boundary Road, Ramsgate, Kent. Tel: Thanet 593784 Telex 96331
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How to
get a

. foothold

in the
Falklands

Prime Minister Margaret
Thatcher will be offered
a ‘foothold in the Falk-
lands’.

Perpetrator of this odd-
sounding undertaking is
ACC chet WO2 Jim Hartey
who, with four pals has
bought 50 acres of land at
Ridge Camp, East Falkland,
on the Stanley to Darwin
road

Jim's idéa is to sell, at
£12 a time, certificates
granting ‘privileged access
over the Falkland Estate’

To launch the scheme,
Jim and his fellow directors
plan a call at No10 to
present certificate No 1

Explaining his idea and
what buyers into the enter-
prise will receive, Hartey
said it would give people
the chance lo celebrate the
Falklands victory by plant-
ing trees, flying a flag or
just wandering around the
estate

To do any of those things
— camping on the site is
also allowed — will mean
a trip to the South Atlantic

He admitted that not too
many people were likely
to travel that far to exercise
their rights — about 16,000
miles there and back.

But they will receive an
attractive numbered cer-
tificate and a map of the
area for their money

He said the idea of a
‘share in Britain's history’
came to him about a year
ago

LEGALLY

He set the thing in
motion legally and quickly
acquired four fellow direc-
tors, only one of whom has
visited the islands

In fact, said Jim Hartey,
he is in the Falklands now
He is Sergeant Harry
Green of the ACC and he
is located at Lookout
Camp

He was responsible for
surveying the estate area
and being assured that the
area has been 'swept’ of
mines, said Hartey

“The land is clear so far
as can be ascertained,
he said — admitting that
insurance against acci
dents from left-over Argen-
tine ordnance was proving
extremely difficult

Butinsurance or not, Jim
and Co are confident that
all is well on their estate
and they're expecling a big
response for certificates

"We've had 5,000 printed
and we anticipate no
problems,” he said
8

of rivals
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New name and
role for RA unit

What's ina name ...7 A
lot if it happens to belong
to the largest regiment in
the Royal Artillery.

That distinction falls to
94 Locating Regiment
which was 32 Guided
Weapons Regiment

For 12 years the unit
was stationed at Bulford,
but last October moved
to nearby Roberts
Barracks with a new
role

IETSSS 223888 888 88 88 8 & ¢
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Cook makes hash

Although dressed in his ‘whites’ and
clutching an armful of trophies, ACC chef
Sergeant Paul Taylor didn't collect his ‘pots’
for cooking prowess, but for making hash of
opponents in the Corps’ ten-pin bowling
knock-out in BAOR. On his way to the title
Paul scored 1,452 from nine games, 525 with
the best from three games and highest game
score of 216. Based with The Royal Scots
Dragoon Guards at Sennelager, Faul
learned his bowling from Americans when
stationed at Heidelberg.

SERGEANT PAUL TAYLOR: opponents bowled over
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Praise for’
brave Para

For apprehending a man
allegedly involved in a stabbing
in Aldershot, Corporal John
Kenyon of the Depot The
Parachute Depot, has been
commended by Lieutenant
General Sir Geoffrey Howlett,
GOC SE District.

While police helped the
injured man into an ambu-

lance, Corporal Kenyon
pointed out one of the
assailants

Approached by police the
man ran away, but was chased
by John Kenyon who tackled
and held him till the police
arrived

LORRAINE AND FRIENDS

. brave smile from afar

Mons Meg gives
up its secrets

Mons Meg, Edinburgh Castle’s huge siege
cannon, is back in the Tower of London for only
the second time in its 536 year life.

L8 8 8.8 8 8 8 &

The cannon, one of Scot-
land’s national treasures, is
part of a programme of
research being carried out
by the Armouries of the
Tower of London into early
iron guns

By the time the gun leaves
the Tower's experts, it will
have yielded all its secrets.

Mons Meg is one of the
finest surviving examples of
medieval heavy artillery.

It is known to have been
made at Mons, Belgium, in
1449 and is regarded by
military historians as the
benchmark for researchinto
medieval artillery.

HOPE

By studying Mons Meg,
the experts hope to be able
to draw comparisons with
other medieval cannons and,
discover how it was con-
structed and how the barrel
was joined to the breech,
estimate its maximum range
by computer and shed
further light on medieval
technology

‘Compo’ for
the captain

Captain Annelies Wykmans
can almost be heard mur-
muring 'yummy' as she
samples British Army cook-
ing at its best.

The captain, with Major
Francis Heestermans of the
1st Netherlands Corps, was

Captain Wykmans: yum-gum

on a see-and-taste tour of
Army Catering Corps estab-
lishments in BAOR to find
out how they operate and
maintain their consistently
high standards.

They also wanted to
discover from the ACC
experts “the effects of
changing from fresh rations
to ‘Compo’.”

The Dutch duo have re-
turned to their unit full of
praise for ACC cooking.
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MAJOR SUE DALEY AND PATIENT: £2,

500 award, but no red capes

Despite the fall of the £ ag-mst the uuur. Mllnrsuuf
Daley smiles at the prospect of three months in the
USA. For Sue, a ward sister at Queen Elizabeth Mili- |
tary Hospital, Woolwich, has been awarded a £2,500
scholarship by a pharmaceutical company to study
the role of American Army nurses. ‘| don't know ud\y'

1 was selected,” said Sue, “but I'm e .
Sue leaves for Washington in June followed by visits
to San Antonio, Texas, and California. “But Iwon'tbe
taking my scarlet QARANC cape. We know the
Americans think them cute, but it will be just toonat'

1o wear.”

Top shot calls ita day

Army top-shot Lance Cor-
poral Pahalsing Thapa has
retired after 21 years and
returned to Nepal

A Queen’s Gurkha Engin-
eer he had one problem prior
10 his move home — how 10
carry all his shooting trophies
accumulated over the past
10 years

Since 1975 Pahalsing has
earned a place among the
Army's top hundred shots,
except for a short break in
1977-78 when he missed the

honour by just a few places.

His consistency reached
a peak in 1979-80 when he
came third in the Army 100
Intwo consecutive seasons.

Among his many shooting
trimphs was that of rifle
individual champion at the
Hong Kong skill at arms
meet

Now he has returnedto is
native Nepal taking with him
the good wishes of all those
thal competed against him
in the shooting world

e — — — —

I Any day now Cypriot and Army f
musicians will be pumping out
noles from the new Larnaca I
bandstand. Built by 62 S
Squadron RE, the prou_rl wa
headed by S/Sgt Terry Lukas |
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and Cpl ‘Nobby' Clark
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NAM pay £20,748 for hero’s GC----
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SERGEANT MICHAEL WILLETTS: a real hero

Record price for
Belfast bomb award

The George Cross held by
Lesley Smurthwaité cost
the National Army Museum
£20,748. Itisthoughtto be
a record fora GC

It was awarded pos-
tumously to Sergeant
Michael Willetts of 3 Para
in 1971 and is the only GC
awarded during the reign
of the present monarch to
be sold publicly.

"We are very pleasedto
have it in our collection,”
said Dr Alan Guy, a
research scientist at the

NAM

“Mrs Smurthwaite, a
senior research assistant
in our uniform department,
went along to Christie’s 1o
bid for us and we already
have it on display.’

Sergeant Willetts was
killed by a terrorist bomb
in Springfield Road police
station, Belfast

He was trying to protect
other people in the building
by placing himself between
them and the smoking
bomb, but the bomb ex-

LESLEY SMURTHWAITE: museum rep at the auction

plodedkilling the 27-year-
old Para

In a contemporary
report, one of the two adults
saved by Sergeant Willetts
said: "There is no doubtin
my mind that Sergeant
Willetts saved our lives. If
he had not done what he
did, two children, awoman
and myself would have

been blown 1o pieces. He
was a real hero, he could
quite easily have run and
saved his own skin.”
Twenty-seven people
were injured in that attack,
including two soldiers.
Sergeant Willetts left a
widow and two children
Mrs Sandra Willetts saidin
a statement that she had

made the decision to sell
the medal with "great
reluctance.”

"As the welfare of our
family was one of my late
husband's primary con-
cerns, | have made the
decision to.sell, confident
in the knowledge that he
would have wished me to
do so.”

¥
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ARLY THIS month the

Army’s free-fall parachute

display team, the Red

Devils, reached for and
achieved their greatest and most
daring escapade yet.

But, ironically, it’s a highly-
classified feat that can never be
claimed for entry in the Guinness
Book for Records.

On a top secret early dawn
operation over sleeping Salisbury

Plain’s Everleigh Dropping Zone
(DZ)up to a dozen of the nation’s

premier military free-fallers
jumped in almost gin clear
conditions at 29,000 feet . . . from
Concorde!

So successful was the world’s
most unlikely parachute spec-
tacular nearly five-and-a-half miles
up and involving some of the
jumpers using the latest in special
high level gear that the team’s

Red Devils on their amazing drop. Concorde in the background

3

MAGNIFICENT
FIRST FOR RED
DEVILS IN APRIL

planners are already thinking of
incorporating the sequence in a
couple of their major international
calendar events next year in places
like Hong Kong and possibly
climaxing the season at Farn-
borough 86.

The sky’s-the-limit epic —
dubbed Operation Fall Guys —
was, it is understood, specifically
ordered by the Ministry of Defence
to test what it calls ‘tactical
applications of ultra-rapid, high-
level hot insertion techniques’ into
unfriendly territory in all climes.

The Aldershot-based free-
fallers, all members of The
Parachute Regiment, had been put
on stand-by just a handful of hours
beforehand, phone calls and police
visits summoning them from their
homes and leave addresses.

Yet the covert operation at
Angels Two-Nine nearly had to
be cancelled because of last minute
delays caused by the late arrival of
the aircraft’s captain who had
overslept!

NATO airfields were alerted on
a need-to-know basis. They were
told aerial activity would be taking
place over certain areas of the UK
and advised to take no action.

Royal flights scheduled to
transit the Purple Airways — theirs
exclusively — were postponed.

A Ministry of Defence spokes-
man later said: “We know nothing
of it. It’s news to us. I can neither
confirm nor deny that this flight
ever took place.”

A few days before, the super-

Trigon

"JOIN THE PROFESSIONALS NOW”
SPECIALISTS IN TAX-FREE EXPORT CAR SALES

TO H.M. FORCES
[r—

PHONE 0353 61181 OR POST THE COUPON BELOW!!

Military Export Sales
11 YEARS EXPERIENCE”

POST TO: TRIGON FORD MILITARY EXPORT SALES.
TRIGON MOTOR CO. LTD. STATION ROAD. ELY.
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sonic, snipe-nosed trans-conti-
nental commuting Concorde had
taxied out of its hangar on to a
chill tarmac hardstanding at
London’s Heathrow Airport to fly
to Farnborough for ‘modifications’.

Less than an hour before take-off
tight-lipped Red Devil team
members clambered into one of
their distinctive red crew coaches
for the three-mile trip from their
barracks to Farnborough and their
meeting with Concorde — though
they did not know it.

Farnborough had been chosen
to embark the men and their
sensitive equipment to detract
attention at Heathrow; a location
safely distanced from a very public
eye venue.

Private Dai Cast, 23, a regular
performer at most of the team’s
200 annual shows and a recently
qualified exponent of Canopy
Relative Work (CRW) — two or
more jumpers stacked in close
formation — told me: “At first we
thought it was going to be a pre-
positioning flight for a late notice
or grace-and-favour booking. We
were amazed to find Concorde
involved. We guessed that some-
thing unique and exciting, perhaps,
was in store for us.

“This was confirmed for us
when I saw some HALO (High
Altitude Low Opening) gear —
oxygen, leg containers and alti-
meters and other stuff — being
produced and loaded. The other
gear included as yet secret specialist
chutes made by a Surrey firm and
more in-the-field equipment and
weaponry not yet in Army service
or in the international market
place‘)1

Colleague Sergeant Ivor Tenner,
32, who has led many an eight-man
‘stick’ of Red Devils jumpers
endorsed: ““After take-off someone
said we were heading towards
Scotland to familiarise ourselves
with certain descent techniques
at 29,000 feet. :

“Then, we flew towards Iceland
supersonically, turned, then re-
turned down the left-hand side of
the UK, subsonically, over the
Brecon Beacons.

“I find it hard to believe even-
now but someone else said we were
almost contour-flying or valley-
crawling on this leg. Something to
do with radar avoidance. It was
hairy if that is what actually
happened.

“We must have climbed then
and headed out over the Bay of
Biscay while kit familiarisation and




Concorde — ‘cammed up' for
this astonishing occasion

briefings were still going on. We
continued to climb, pulling quite
abitof ‘g’ and flew over the Bristol
Channel heading towards Ever-
leigh DZ. Some of us jumped in
full kit complete with back packs,
SA 80 rifles, LAWS80 and even
Javelin. Other kit was also involved
but I can’t tell you about that.

“We free-fell for about five miles
before pulling our chutes at 2,000
feet. The mission was adjudged to
have been a success. It was almost
impossible to get out of the door
because of the vicious slip stream”.

He added: “Concorde is bloody
fast. It’s a free-faller’s nightmare.
I’ve done about 500 jumps now
but going out from that aircraft as
opposed to our normal twin-
engined team Islander is just
indescribable.

“Itcalls for steely nerves, strong
bowels and supreme confidence
gained from every unusual situ-
ation in the air I have ever met. I
don’t know who dreamed up this
special sortie but it’s definitely one,
in my opinion, for the head-
bangers!”

Normally, the team members
— the Red Devils celebrate 21
years of sky-diving this year —
exit aircraft at one-and-a-half
miles, plummeting earthwards at
120 miles-an-hour before deploy-
ing their £1,000 chutes at 2,000
feet. |

For Operation Fall Guys, Con-
corde had been ‘modified’. Its
usual red, white and blue livery
was stripped and re-sprayed in a
‘more acceptable tactical mode.’
It now had light blue undersides
with mottled olive drab upper
fuselage and top wings.

Yet the project had been dogged
by some uncertainty. Before arrival
at Farnborough, the military’s
aeronautical test-bed facility, an
industrial dispute hit the flight
planning for the sleek, sound-
barrier-breaking aircraft. Paint
sprayers refused to handle the

_ project of the historic hush-hush
mission on political grounds.

The work was hurriedly passed
to the small firm of EB Kidding-
ham, more used to spraying public
transport buses.

The firm’s Austrian foreman, a
wartime POW, Mr Con Mann said:
“We mustered about 40 men who
worked round the clock in eight-
hour shifts. They additionally used
thousands of tins of special buy-in
aerosol spray cans from Halfords
which had to be blended during
application to get just the right
shades demanded by the Ministry."”

Apparently, Army and RAF
tactical experts and scientific
uniformed boffins involved in
Operation Fall Guys had readily
given up their sports afternoons to
pre-position themselves at Heath-

On the way to an
unbelievable task...

row and Farnborough for their
multi-thousand-pound one-off
high-flying venture.

Heading the three man crew was
former RAF high-performance jet
pilot Squadron Leader I M
Mainley-Catfour, who said later:
“Apart from the flight plans T had
no real idea of what was going on.
But I asked. All I can say is that
for this sort'of operation you need
to get where you are going very
fast, avoiding DZ overshoots at all
costs. It was very difficult thrott-
ling back to 180-200 miles-an-hour
compared with about 130 to 140
flown by the Hercules chaps.

“I was told that some of the
Army’s top paratroopers would be
on board.

The squadron leader added:
“Obviously for all sorts of reasons,
I cannot tell you any more about
this sortie. I’ve probably told you
too much already.”

Finally, with voice booming in
laughter, he summed up: “The
facts, you know, are all really quite
unbelievable.”

Briefing on flight deck from British Airways pilot Mike Bannister

See also full colour pic of Red

Devils page 2

Private Graham Robertson gets
used to the feel of Concorde. Inset:
Painter about to tackle the disrup-
tive pattern task
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Officers and Senior NCO’s uniforms
made to measure

Approved and Appointed Tailors to the :
Household Cavalry, 7th Gurkha Rifles, Royal
Artillery, DERR, RAPC, RAMC, RADC,
RAEC,REME, RAOC, APTC, Royal Engineers,
The Royal Corps of Signals and the SASC.
Exclusively cut and tailored in
our own workrooms by experienced
craftsmen, under the personal
supervision of Mr. Golding.

We offer top quality service using the
finest Barathea and Superfine materials,
with competitive prices and credit.

Our special fast service is available at no
extra charge.
We can also supply:

Military ties, Blazer badges, Badges of
rank, Marcella shirts, Miniature medals: -
Sam Browne belts, Spurs, George boots,

Wellington boots and Viyella khaki shirts.
Full-sized medals remounted
Service Dress Hats, Side Hats and Blues
Hats supplied.

Our Sales Director will call at your request.
Ring 0727 41321 or write for details to
220 Hatfield Road, St Albans. Herts
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WE, THE
LIMBLESS,
LOOK
TOYOU
FOR HELP

We come from both world
wars. We come from
Korea, Kenya, Malaya,
Aden, Cyprus, Ulster and
from the Falklands. .

Now, disabled, we must look to you for help. Please help by
helping our Association.

BLESMA looks after the limbless from all the Services. It
helps to overcome the shock of losing arms, or legs or an eye.
And, for the severely handicapped, it provides Residential
Homes where they can live in peace and dignity.

Help the disabled by helping BLESMA. We promise you that
not one penny of your donation will be wasted.

Donations and information: The Chairman, BLESMA
Midland Bank Ltd., 60 West Smithfield, London EC1A SDX

Give to those who gave — please
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BLESMA /2
BRITISH LIMBLESS m%‘
EX-SERVICE MEN'S ASSOCIATIQN ~ Mwetesemate

MILITARY CLOTHING

A Full Range of Protective Clothing and Military
Clothing Manufactured to MOD Standards

Waterproof DPM Suit S.M.L. £23.00
Waterproof DPM ¥, Jacket S.M.L. £19.25
Waterproof DPM Basher 90" x 65" £14.75
Waterproof DPM Map Case Size closed £8.50
(with pen, notebook pocket, 124 %" ¢
web and hook attachments Size open

' 24" x 18"
Waterproof clear map case 24" x 20"  £4.75
with zip fasteners 40" x 28" | ¥5.95

407 % 3B W ETieD

One piece DPM sniper suit S.M.L. £30.00
Northern Ireland leather combat
gloves £12.00

All prices include postage and packing

When ordering please state size, style and item. Allow 28 days for delivery.
Cheques made payable to: SES Mail Order, 33 Greenfinch Close, Eastleigh,
,” Hants SQO5 3JN. Tel: 0703 612417




SOLDIER

to Soldier

HE National Army
Museum sells full-colour
postcards of Army uni-
forms through the ages.

At 10p each they are a good buy
for collectors and enthusiasts as
they are accurate in detail and
colour.

The latest four picture cards to
go on sale are copies of paintings
on show in their military fashion
exhibition.

Two are caricatures by Lieu-
tenant Colonel T S Seccombe who
painted them for the book Milizary
Misreadings of Shakespeare in 1880.

Both of Life Guards, one (above
right) shows an officer being un-
horsed, while the other depicts a
street scene with a soldier tickling
a lady under the chin while her
infant charges fall out of their pram.
Engrossed in it all is a boy with a
basket and a dog who is helping
itself to the basket’s contents.

The other two cards show
officers of the 4th Punjab Cavalry
of 1855 and four soldiers of the
40th Madras Native Infantry of
1835. All good genuine stuff.

* * *

CCORDING toadaily

Ppaper report an inventor

has developed a way of

preventing soldiers
from getting smelly feet.

But the anti-pong device, a
pump worn beneath the sole which
sucks in fresh air and blows it
through a tube on to the wearer’s
foot, was given the order of the
boot by Dr Terry Moynihan,
director of the Services’ Clothing
and Research Establishment at
Colchester.

‘““Although I have neither seen

.nor heard of this before, I would
tend to treat the idea with some
scepticism,” he said.

“I do not think it is likely to
work any miracles for soldiers’ feet.
Our boots are already fitted with a
special inner pad which acts in a
similar fashion and they are pretty
good, although we are constantly
looking at ways to improve them.”

The report said the inventor
comes from Devon and claims his
foot pump will *‘get rid of trench
foot and ‘Falklands yomp’ infec-
tions.”

* * *

HE Prince of Wales’s Own
Regiment of Yorkshire
(this year marking the
300th anniversary of its
* origin) has a unique distinction in
the British Army — its Regimental

March ‘Ca Ira’ is the only one
ever to have been gained in action.
It came about in 1793 when a
forerunner of the Regiment, the
14th Foot, made an attack on a
fortified French camp at Famars.
The attack was initially success-
ful but the French counter-
attacked fiercely singing their
revolutionaries’ song ‘Ca Ira’ the
title of a chant once yelled by
crowds escorting victims to the
guillotine and opening with the
words: ‘Freedom is going to be
established against the tyrants’,

For a moment the 14th Foot
wavered and then their Com-
manding Officer dashed to the
front and shouted: “Come on, my
lads, let’s break the scoundrels to
their own damned tune. Drum-
mers, strike up Ca Ira”.

The drummers obeyed, the
effect was irresistible and the
French found themselves fleeing
to their own tune.

Famars fell and, by express order
of the Duke of York, the air was
adopted as the Regimental quick-
step.

* e

HE famous wartime Stage

Door Canteen — complete

with Glen Miller music,

jive and stars serving beer
and hot dog — will be reborn at
London’s Lyceum for one night
only on Sunday, 5 May, to
celebrate the 40th anniversary of
VE Day.

The 1940s scene will be set
outside the Lyceum with sand-
bagging around the entrance,
wartime searchlights, an old anti-
aircraft gun and a low level barrage
balloon.

Inside, there will be dancing to
the Syd Lawrence Band, the Herb
(brother of Glen) Miller Band and
the Onward International Band.

In keeping with the original
Stage Door Canteen, stars will don
aprons and serve beer (at wartime
prices) and hot dogs.

Admission will be £11.50in aid
of the United Nations Children’s
Fund — and everyone attending
will be asked to wear either
uniforms of the period or 1940s
fashions.

Among the stars who have said
they will join in as waiters and
waitresses  are Tom Conti, Sir
Anthony Quayle, Sian Phillips, Ian
Bannen, Nanette Newman, Bryan
Forbes, Sheila Burnette, Christine
Norden, Tessa Dahl, Brian Pringle,
Joss Ackland, Nicholas Grace,
Clair Rayner and Lewis Fiander.

Black and white reproduction of a Seccombe water colour

RANGERS
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ON THE ROAD

HORIZON LSR 1.3
5 Doors — 6 Seats — 5 Speed Gear Box

FULL UK/BFG SPECIFICATION
DRIVE AWAY — NO MORE TO PAY
VHF STEREO RADIO/STEREO CASSETTE
GLASS SUNROOF/ BODY COLOUR FRONT GRILL
DISTINCTIVE BODY TAPE SCHEME
AND FULL WHEEL COVERS

LOW INSURANCE — NAAFI OR BANK DM LOANS
47.9mpg/56mph — 37.2mpg/75mph — 31.7mpg/urban

....ONLY FROM RANGERS

For more details about Rangers Talbot Military Sales
Fantastic prices & deals available:
Post this coupon now!

(NO STAMP REQUIRED) 4
RANGERS TALBOT MILITARY SALES LTD
FREEPOST, DURRINGTON, SALISBURY SP4 8BR
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IKE most sponsored units
163 Provost Company,
Royal Military Police (V),
recruits right across the
country. But the members of this
unique company have a great deal
more in common than their widely
dispersed homes might suggest.

With only a few exceptions
everyone in the 60-strong unit
works for the Automobile Associ-
ation. And the man who is their
honorary colonel (he holds the
same position for all RMP TA
units) is also their ultimate boss at
work — Colonel Olaf Lambert,
the director general of the AA.

Only one other volunteer unit
bears any sort of comparison —
164 Provost Company . which
recruits from the civil police. There
is, however, an important differ-
ence. Whereas the police work for
a variety of different authorities,
the part time AA Redcaps work
for one.

Indeed some Chief Constables
aren’t all that keen on TA
involvement, knowing full well that
any transition to war would mean
the immediate loss of valuable staff.

The AA has no such qualms.
Ever since 1938, when patrol staff
were first asked to volunteer for
the CMP supplementary reserve,
the Association has given support
to any employee wanting to join.

“I always encourage community
service in whatever form that
takes,” Colonel Lambert said. “We
give them every possible encour-
agement and inducement to carry
out any commitment they have
with any arm or unit.

AOK!

“It just happens that the
Military Police is the one with
whom we have the closest contact.

“We are, of course, a service
organisation and most of the
members of this company come
from the uniformed patrol service.
They are used to uniformand to a
degree of discipline and control.

““And they are versed in a belief
of service to others, whatever kind
of service it is. Whether providing
a breakdown service or serving
Queen and country: it all takes the
same sort of person.”

Colonel Lambert was speaking
at Longmoor Camp, Hampshire,
where he spent a day watching
163 Company practice helicopter
handling drills.

It was part of a four day training
session which, witha 15-day annual
camp, comprises the unit’s TA
commitment for the year,

“We have to meet all our training
commitments in terms of firing
personal weapons, fitness tests,
NBC, first aid and things like that
in the 19 days,” said Major David
Kyd, the OC of 163 Company who
is the AA’s Regional Manager

An AAC Lynx from Nether Wallop
arrives for helicopter handling
drill with 163 Company (V)

o

Major David Kyd, usually the AA
North regional manager for Road
Services, but today OC 163 Com-

pany RMP (V)

Road Services, for the north.

“We don’t have drill nights. T
don’t think the AA could release
its staff that frequently because
we have a service to maintain on
the road.”

The special relationship between
the AA and the RMP goes back to
the immediate pre-war years when
Sir Stenson Cooke, who was then

e —

Staff Sergeant Dave Roberts, formerly of the RMP but now Army Air
Corps, explains details of his Lynx to members of the company
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secretary of the AA, made em-
ployees the offer that is still good
today.

They would getextra leave with
full pay if they volunteered for
military training.

Sir Stenson had been a Terri-
torial officer since before the First
World War.

By the late 1930s he was one of
those becomingly increasingly
convinced that another war with
Germany was inevitable, and he
wondered how the AA with its
2,000 motorcycle patrolmen could
help the nation in the event of
such an emergency.

In April 1938 the first batch of
AA people undertook military
training at Mychett. They became
part of what was then the Corps of
Military Police supplementary
reserve.

When war broke out the
following year 800 AA men
reported immediately to duty and
200 were sent to the Continent as
part of the British Expeditionary
Force.

They served in many theatres
of operation in the years that
followed. Major Kyd recalled
saying goodbye, quite recently, to
acouple of retiring patrolmen who
had been with the Para Provost at
Arnhem.

“Today we have a patrol force
of something like 3,200, said
Major Kyd. “When they join us
they go to a national training centre
where they do a recruits course.

“They are given a lecture by me
or the chief clerk who is in fact an
mstructor at the centre, We try

Steady as she goes... The studenis
were told the helicopter would obey
all commands — within reason.
Colonel Olaf Lambert, Director
General of the AA and Honorary
Colonel of TA RMP units, presents
the TA Efficiency Medal to WO1
Harry Wales, a senior patroimen in
Newcastle

and encourage them to join, but
there is no compulsion. It is purely
voluntary.”

The volunteers found themselves
at Longmoor Camp recently
honing up their drills for signalling
instructions to helicopters.

An Army Air Corps Lynx from
Nether Wallop, flown appropri-
ately by a former member of the
RMP, Staff Sergeant Dave
Roberts, was there to be told what
to do.

“I must enjoy this sort of thing,”
said Sergeant Edward Helps, a
patrolman from London, “I've
been doing it for 10 years.”

Only a small percentage of his

workmates showed interest in the
TA but “obviously all the people
who are here are here because they
enjoy it. No one would turn up for
any other reason.”

Corporal Melvyn Senior, who
now patrols the Fort William area
in the Highlands of Scotland, has
one problem common to many
members of sponsored units —
travel.

“I set off for this camp at 7.45 am
and I arrived here at 10.30 in the
evening,” he said. “Travel’s my
biggest problem. As for the work
— its hard graft at times, but I
enjoy it.”

The hard graft of TA camp

encouraged Corporal Steve
Watson, a patrolman from Bolton,
to take up serious exercise.

“Itwasn’t until [ joined the TA
five years ago that I realised how
bad a state I’d got in,”” he said, “so
I started fell running. I've gone
down from 12 stone to under 10.”

The patrol staff of the AA has
traditionally been the backbone of
the Provost Company but, said
Major Kyd, more people had been
joining from the ranks of staff in
administration, insurance services
and garages.

Captain Stephen Fothergill, the
company’s 2ic, and the AA’s head
of insurance services at Basing-
stoke, joined eight years ago.

“Itsounded very interesting, so
I went in and, having done a couple
of years as a corporal, I decided to
try for a commission,”” he said.

“It’s been very interesting, a
total change from everyday living.”

Lance Corporal John Irwin, an
AA garage mechanic from Man-
chester, had been with the com-
pany for three years.

“It gives you something to work
for,” he said, ‘‘Normally you tend
to get a bit lazy, but this gives you
something to aim for and keep
yourself fit for. That’s the side of
it I like,

“The police side is quite interest-
ing, but it can get a bit heavy on
the legal side of it, especially if you
are not doing it all the time.”

Last year the company had its
first taste of training outside the
UK for several years. This was on
Exercise Lionheart where, evi-
dently, 163 performed so well that
serious consideration is now being
given to changing its role from
home defence to BAOR.




GAME FOR A LAUGH...

‘nearly missed it!

The march past, top, is followed by the moment
of truth for Ken Lawson — whose hands are about
to leap from pockets in shock!




F YOUR wife walked within

nine feet of you banging a

drum you couldn’t fail to

notice her — you wouldn’t
dare!

But Ken Lawson did, even
though his wife, June, gave him a
big smile and a saucy wink as she
marched past him playing with the
WRAC band.

Just five feet tall and displacing
aneat seven stone in her borrowed
WRAC band uniform, June trained
for three months at the WRAC
Depot at Guildford learning to
play a side drum — just so she
could spoof her former RCT
sergeant bandsman husband.

But the gag went slightly awry
when Ken, sitting in the front row
at the passing out parade of 177
intake at Buller Barracks, Alder-
shot, failed to register even a
glimmer of recognition as June
swung by banging her outsize
bongo in the 35-strong band.

Which was a bit of a let-down
for TV’s Game for a Laugh team
who had arranged the whole thing
after hearing from June that she
wanted to pull a jape on Ken.

Elaborate plans were laid for
June to learn the drums at the
WRAC Depot at Guildford, under
the tuition of Band Sergeant Major
Fran Tull and drummer Sergeant
Ann Pellatt.

“I told him I was learning to
swim. But in reality I was learning
how to march and play a drum,”
said the diminutive June.

“I have never done anything like
this in my life and the girls in the
band are a fabulous bunch to have
put up with me,” she said,
admitting she was ““disappointed”
that her husband had failed to
recognise her in her one military
role.

Producer Phil Bishop had
slightly stronger words: ““I think
he was shocked rigid by the sight
of her,” he said.

“Not so,” said Ken. “I just
didn’t see her, even though my
host and former boss, Drum Major
Phil Prendergast, was nudging me
and indicating the drummers.”

But all ended well when
presenter Jeremy Beadle got June
and Ken together for explanations.

But there was more to come
when Lieutenant Colonel Larry
Brown, CO of the Depot, and
RSM Ron Clark lured ace prank-
ster Beadle into the guardroom to
sign the visitors’ book before
locking him in a cell.

In there he found his day clothes
which he changed into, while,
unknown to him, cameras filmed
through the peephole in the door.

“Don’t know what we’ll do with
that footage,” said researcher
Linda Beadle, who is not related
to Jeremy, “‘but no doubt it’ll come
in handy one day.”

Jeremy Beadle with the cuffs on —
and Regimental Sergeant Major

Ron Clark enjoys his view of the
star in the ‘'slammer’

Last minute preparations. Left to right: Elaine
Buxton, June Lawson, Ann Pellatt and Band
. Sergeant Major Fran Tull

June Lawson playing t
action looks good
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The new Golf.

Value added. Taxdeducted.

The Golfis one of the most successful cars of all time.

Where the Golfleaves off, the new Golf begins. It's
roomier inside —it has better legroom, headroom and elbow
room as well as 30% more luggage space.
Aerodynamically, it's the most efficient carin its class. That
means better economy and performance —and a larger, 12
gallon fuel tank means fewer stops at the garage. Increased
travel on the front and rear suspension produces an even
smoother ride and a completely new heating and
ventilation system makes this Golf a superbly comfortable
car to drive whether you're out on the motorway or nipping
around town. g

If you're a member of the British Forces with an
overseas posting, or a NATO serviceman, you can buy a
new Golf tax free which will save you hundreds of pounds.

We've special forces pricing and we can arrange
finance to help you save even more. From the moment you
make your choice, one of our Export Sales consultants will
personally take care of all the ins and outs of document-
ation, customs, registration, insurance — even shipping.

And make sure the model you take is right for where
you're going. All cars are pee———
available with either left or
right-hand drive. We can |
supply most models from
stock and even when you've

Personal Export Sales

gone we |l look after you with the world's finest service.
For more information call us on 01-486 8411 or clip
the coupon.

Personal Export Sales, BTG

V.A.G (United Kingdom) Limited,
Audi Volkswagen Concessionaires,
95 Baker Street, London WIM 1FB.
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SOLDIER writer Graham Smith and picture editor Les Wiggs conclude their report

on our men in Sinai, beginning with the...

ANCE Bombardier Peter

Chapman, Royal Artillery,

broke the Army’s unwrit-

ten golden rule Number
One. He volunteered. Now he’s in
sun-baked Egypt, living in a flat
far from the Presidential Palace as
BRITCON’s uniformed ‘man
nearly in Cairo.’

Peter, 25, volunteered to work
for the 37-strong BRITCON and
service in Egypt when he was a
clerk with 50 Missile Regiment,
RA, at Menden, BAOR — that’s
the one with the Lance missiles.

His Army pals were amazed.
How did he do it? “Volunteer! I
told them. They were really sick,”
said the young gunner who is
enjoying his stint in the sun as
driver and liaison clerk for those
MFO personnel passing through
Cairo.

He s lucky. On arrival in Egypt
he could have been serving,
instead, at the former Israeli Air
Force base at El Gorah, acamp in
the Sinai Desert just 15 kilometres
due west of the Israeli border where
the majority of MFO personnel
are based.

He arrived there to join BRIT-
CON, one of the 10 contingents
making up the Multi National
Force and Observers (SOLDIER
25 March) but was soon flying the
200 miles eastwards in a tur-
bulence-buffetted, French-crewed
Twin Otter to take up his new
clerical duties.

Peter is so entrenched he is
already re-painting his Heliopolis
flat — about an hour’s jam-packed
driving feat from down-town
Cairo. The transition is from
‘horrible green’ to white, a suitable
decor he says, for his six-month
Middle East stay.

He also has the services of a
left-hand-drive Dodge Ram mini-
bus of great power with which he
ferries up to a dozen passengers
between hotels and airport.

Duties surround the adminis-
trative needs of personnel from
the 2,580-strong Force who may
be passing through the capital. The
British were part of the MFO at
its outset in March 1982.

Once a month he has to rise at
0300 hours to deal with unit
rotations be they British, Ameri-
can, Fijian, Colombian or what-
ever.

This entails pre-dawn visits with
a convoy of following coaches to
the airport to facilitate moves into
and out of the land of the Pharoahs.

The first time he drove in Cairo,
said Peter, he was “a bag of
nerves.”” Twice since, he has been
involved in traffic shunts.

One into him and he into another
on separate occasions. Now he is

LANCE BOMBARDIER
IN LUXURY?

steering his way through the broad  backin Yorkshire are allimpressed ~ Lance Bombardier Peter Chapman
boulevards and cluttered side that I've got this job in Cairo,” he ~ relaxing in his flat above, and

streets with the best of them. beamed. “There are no real snags HISPPING SULSNAKRY I I
His simple philosophy of Cairo 10 it just the two bumps so far. [
roadmanship: drive defensively. ~ Speak more Arabic though than I

ever did German after five years
there. I don’t speak a word of
German!

“I wouldn’t mind an extension,
but having only got married in
August I don’t think my wife
would understand.

““T’he money I save will go into
buying our own place for which

Socially, he has managed to
cobble together an out-of-office
routine and circle of friends.

His favourite restaurant is Swiss
— Le Chantilly. His .club;
Churchill’s — “‘had to have an
interview, collar-and-tie stipu-
lated”” — and free membership for
two pricey and exclusive sSWimming e are already saving. I shan’t be
pools in the neighbourhood. buying a lot of souvenirs, just a

He has already done his firstbit  few ornaments.”
of in-flat entertaining. Six friends The only dread Peter has left is
he met ‘around town’ savouring  when the time comes for him to
his serving up of steak, potatoes, re-join his regiment — that flight
cauliflower, carrots, mixed veg, in the twin-prop Twin Otter for
followed by gateau and the whole  repatriation through Tel Aviv,
washed down by a litre of Paul [grgel,

Masson’s best pressings. Peter admits that once back with

Currently, Peter is trying to the Menden outfit, life will, it
arrange for his Hull-born wife, seems, just not have that same
Christine, to visit him in May for feeling and panache.
a holiday though she has never But, stoically, he is soldiering
been farther afield than BAORand  on. “I’m actually on the look out
only then when he met her off the for a daily cleaner — and that’ll
Rotterdam ferry. set me back about £40 Egyptian a

“My parents, pals and family month,” he said with acheeky grin.




HE MFO may be very

busy administratively

inside its solar-panel

heated camp at El
Gorha, 15 kilometres due west
of the Israeli border and
scrupulously neutral outside it
as acknowledged peacekeepers
throughout a 16,000-square-
kilometre Zone “C’ in the Sinai
Peninsula.

Yet there is another section of
operators within its 1l-nation
organisation which is just as
assiduous in its daily duties.

It is a small nucleus of men
involved, as required, in liaison
work throughout the hitherto
turbulent peninsula, over an area
stretching eastwards from the Suez
Canal to Rafah in north. There a
130-mile barbed wire border
plunges southwards to Tabah, a
disputed area topping the Gulf of
Agaba.

The responsibility is that of a
half-dozen travelling military
liaison officers, all majors, and one
of them British, Major Rory
Steevenson, of The Royal Hamp-
shire Regiment, an Arabic speaker
with an estimated 1,000-word
‘gaysh’ or Army-based vocabulary.

A man who studied the language
of the desert at the Army’s School
of Languages, Beaconsfield and a
former seconded officer in the
Sultan of Oman’s Armed Forces
for over two years.

Major Steevenson, serving with
the 37-strong British Contingent
(BRITCON), works as a Force
Liaison Officer (FNLO) headed
by an Australian with an American
as deputy.

His five on-the-road colleagues
are French, Italian, Dutch, Aus-
tralian and American.

The terms of their liaison role are
to ‘provide interface’ between the
Egyptians and the Israelis as agreed
on the signing of the peace treaty
at Camp David in 1979.

An agreement which lays down,
among other stipulations, rules
about the freedom of access to the
border by any of the 2,580 military
plus civilian personnel making up
the Multi-National Force and
Observers (MFO).

MFO personnel are, in the main,
located at El Gorah (North Camp,
as it is known) and at Sharm el-
Sheikh (South Camp) about 260
miles due south in the wilderness
of a peninsula which has seldom
known peace going back to before
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THE CO PRAISES MEN

LIEUTENANT Colonel Ted Loden, CO of BRITCON who
won a Military Cross as an intelligence officer in Aden in
1967 with the Parachute Regiment, is proud of the role
played by his 37-strong contingent within the MFO
framework.

He said: “BRITCON soldiers have come to the MFO
from a wide variety of units within the Army. The majority
are volunteers and so come here highly-motivated to do a
rewarding job in what, to most, will be a completely new
and untried environment.

“Once here, they immediately become aware of the strong
national pride exhibited by all contingents. They know the
achievements of their predecessors and the high esteem
in which BRITCON is held.

“Like all British soldiers they are very adaptable and |
believe they puttremendous effort into achieving success
in whatever task they are given. They work hard and they
play hard.” g

with a Bedouin water truck driver

Biblical times.

Incidents and misunderstand-
ings do occur and that is where the
FNLO troubleshooting squad
members like Major Steevenson
are individually called in to sort
out such problems in an arid area
where 50 MFO Observation Posts
(OPs) and Command Posts (CPs)
punctuate the wastes in seemingly
miserly yet strategic positions.

One such OP, for instance, is on
an idyllic picture postcard holiday
beach and manned by friendly
Fijians.

Normally, the FNLOs drive in
their radio-equipped but spartan-
like jeeps to the more attainable
sites. At other times they are flown
by Australian and New Zealand
aircrews in Huey UH-1H heli-
copters or by the French in the
solitary C.160 Transall transport
or pair of DH-6 Twin Otters to
some of the more innaccessible
parts.

Some look impossible to reach
from the air, like the lofty OP where
the Colombians have marked out
‘the word ‘Bienvenidos’ (welcome)
in stones, rather like a cairn, in a
location where tanks from the Yom
Kippur War are said to have left
their still visible monograms on
the timeless desert sand floor as
they turned and wheeled for tac-
tical advantage.

Major Steevenson and his
quintet of colleagues have four
main areas of responsibility.

Water supply is one of them.
The MFO’s North Camp is
supplied daily by 1,200 cubic
metres of the transparent liquid
gold through a ten-inch pipe, its
source set near the scorched-earth,
custom-built Israeli seaside resort
of Yamit, 25 kms away.

The Bedouin are allowed to ‘tap
in’ to some 600 cubic metrés a day
from a number of four-inch pipes.

“They are entitled to their water
and I ask them, in Arabic of course,
as an MFO liaison officer if it is
clean and if they are getting
sufficient quantities of it,” said
Major Steevenson. ‘““‘And, of
course, they say they are not.”

Minefield clearance is another
legacy smothered by sand, be-
queathed by the two Egyptian/
Israeli conflicts.

The Egyptians are still engaged
in the arduous task of ridding the




land of their Pharoah fathers of
these 20th century life and limb-
destroying devices.

The FNLOs try to keep a record
of the total. “If they find 30 t0 40 a
week, they are doing extremely
well. It’s extremely dangerous
work,” said the squad’s sole Arabic
speaker.

Sometimes rainstorms, flooding
the parched wadis or river beds,
move whole previously charted
minefields off course among the
tracts of fickle, scalloped dunes or
dead-flat expanses.

On occasion luckless, curious
Bedouin moving about the sand
seas step on or probe the sensitive
ordnance with dire results.

Police-assisted searches for
weapons and contraband is another
aspect of the Force Liaison
Officers’ work and one which, as
his individual responsibility, Major
Steevenson is encouraging the
police to pursue.

At times, the Israelis and
Egyptians at customs border
crossings can appear to be awkward
with MFO personnel travelling in
their vehicles — all loaned by the
MFO — not only on business but
for R and R at weekends.

Much of this, suggested the
major, was because MFO person-
nel did not know the rules of pro-
cedure and protocol.

“Trying to keep the MFO
people consistent all the time with
their rights is difficult because of
the turn-over and roulements
among the ten contingents.”

Another aspect of his MFO work

is ‘very limited scale’ community
relations. He cited one of his own
early first-hand experiences when
a Bedouin caught foraging for
rubbish one night near an OP was
asked to leave by the MFO soldier.

The Bedouin refused. The
soldier hit him. The Bedouin
complained to the authorities. The
event caused an incident.’ The
Force Liaison Officer, in this case
Major Steevenson, was called in
to sort it out.

Liaison is also maintained with
MFO-manned vehicle check-
points on the principle road leading
to the Israeli border, usually
Checkpoint Charlie types with oil
drum chicanes instead of dragons’
teeth. Civilians are exempt but, as
always, MFO vehicles are involved
and, on a Friday night, it is not
unusual for 35 of them to pass
through heading for a bit of R and

R in Israel.

Keeping in touch with the
continuity of the MFO liaison men
are their counterparts in the
Liaison System of Egypt (LSE)
and Liaison System of Israel (LSI),
the former sometimes staffed by
Cairo University students of
English doing their three years’
National Service.

Major Steevenson said the
troubleshooting Force Liaison
Officers were carrying out their
tasks to ensure the MFQO was not
“breaking the rules” under the
terms of the agreement signed by
the two main parties while ensur-
ing that the 11 nations’ guests and
visitors crossed the border
“smoothly, correctly and without
problems.”

An officer with service in Hong
Kong, Northern Ireland, BAOR,
the Oman and an adjutancy of a

Time for a laugh and a break. Maj
Steevenson, takes a tea break with
members of the Liaison Service
Egyptian (LSE) officers

TA infantry battalion behind him,
Major Steevenson’s next posting
is to somewhat cooler climes. Those
of HQ 3rd Armoured Division at
Soest and a slot on the exercise
planning staff.

He is one of three brothers
serving with the Prince of Wales’s
Division.

Major Antony Steevenson is
serving as a company commander
with The Duke of Edinburgh’s
Royal Regiment, at Dhekelia in
Cyprus.

Captain David Steevenson of
The Devonshire and Dorset Regi-
ment is with a headquarters in the
United Kingdom.

Postman Phil knows the route ‘off Pat’!

T THE end of five

months and one week

‘postie’ Sergeant Philip

Howard of the Postal
Courier Service should know the
route from El Gorah in norther-
most Sinai to Tel Aviv in neigh-
bouring Israel like the back of his
hand . .. after 21,500 kilometres of
driving to and from, ‘five hours a
day, five days a week’.

For Philip is the postie at the
MFO (Multi National Force and
Observers) HQ — largely British
Army manned — at the former
sprawling Israeli Air Force base
just 15 kilometres from the border,
a cosmopolitan camp where 1,800
personnel from 10 of the 11 nations
mount their observation and
reporting duties.

In January, postman Phil took

1

37 bags of mail weighing 339.5
kilos bound for the UK via “TA’
and another 31 bags tipping the
scales at 233.5 kilos destined for
the Royal Engineers’ Postal Courier
Depot at London’s Mill Hill. He
brought 50 bags back during the
same month,

Yet, he must have led a charmed
life in his early days of a six-month
stint away from his ex-WRAC
‘postie’ wife, Christine and his
three kids, Jason, nine, Andrew,
five and Martin, three, who live in
Willich, near Diisseldorf.

Two of his five-hour return trips
across some of the most inhospit-
able desert in the world came toan
abrupt halt.

In the first, a faulty petrol gauge
caused him to run out of fuel near
Rafah, a town near the Israeli
border. His luck was in. A passing
container lorry summoned help for
him.

On the second occasion, he was
on the outskirts of Tel Aviv when
the head gasket of his vehicle blew.
Phil was lucky again. A passing
MFO vehicle called up on his radio.

Postman Phil prepares for his own
mail drop at journey'’s start for Tel
Aviv

“It’s a lonely existence as I’ve
got no radio of any sort in the
wagon and I can’t even listen to
music,” said Phil, “but I'm going
to buy a portable for myself.”

So what did he think about on
the single-handed 300-kilometre
round trip?

His eyes glazing over for a
second or two, he said, without
falter: “My family just now. It’s
the first time I've been separated
from them in 10 years with the
Army. I used to write a letter every
day but now it’s down to one every
two days.

“My wife — I snapped her up
in a couple of days when she was a
postie at Mill Hill like me — always
writes to me on pink notepaper
inside pink envelopes which she
ordered specially from the cata-
logue.”

Did he always feverishly deep
into the incoming mail bags looking
for the distinctive shade of love?

“Yes,” he said. “I’ve gotone in
my pocket now and I haven’t had
chance to read it yet!”

I made my excuses and left. It
was obviously a pink letter day
again for Phil the postie.
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Your Naafi shop manager
will be happy to explain
how simple it is for you to
open a budget account.

" Make more of your money.. &
open a Naafi budget account

ASK AT YOUR LOCAL NAAFI SHOP

o

The
Investment
Consultants

Facing Retirement or Redundancy with
/Capltal to Invest?

Average return on
. Building Society
Monitored Investment share
Investment 8 5 (y 2
(V]
Performance Q. 03
N | Average growth with MIP
i ver the last 3 years
* T;;free ll'lCOam: * "lu January 1985.
ove averag
* capital growth * 27 04%5
* Security of capital x o =

To: John Gibbs Associates Limited, FREEPOST, Newcastle, Staffs. STS OBR.

Please send me details of your investment service for
[JGrowth [ Income (tick as required)  No callers without invitation.

Name ...

Address .. ...

Post Code b ... Tel. No.

Amount for investment .

YOUR ATTENTION PLEASE

— ALL PAST & PRESENT SERVING SAILORS, SOLDIERS,
AIRMEN, WRENS, WRACS, WRAFS, NURSES & THEIR FAMILIES.

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED BY THE ROYAL STAR & GARTER HOME TO
CARE FOR THE DISABLED MEN & WOMEN OF ALL THREE SERVICES

The Royal Star & Garter Home cares for severely disabled ex-Servicemen
and women of all ranks from all parts of the country. We rely on public
support, so please help by sending a donation or preferably asking for a
covenant form. You might also like to remember with a legacy those to
whom we owe so much.

THE ROYAL

. STAR & GARTER
4%2‘? Home for Disabled Sailors, Soldiers & Airmen.
Richmond, Surrey TW10 6RR. Tel: 01-940 3314

. Registered Charity No, 210119 & 286781
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We have again reached the time
of year when the Armed Forces
Pay Review Body reports.
Yet again the members will be
unable to take into account the
considerable loss of money
suffered by Service wives over-
seas when they are denied DHSS
benefits, maternity and redun-
dancy pay. :
Yes, Servicemen's jobs are
assessed on comparable jobs in
civilian life but civilian families

and receive benefits.

Their husbands do nothave to
dig into their pay packets to make
up the shortfall.

_ Nordothey, where applicable,
have to pay National Insurance
credits to keep up their wives'
entitlement to a state pension.
it's bad enough being a Service
_wife and trying to manage to get
-together the right number of

full pension, let alone having to
ask your husband to pay. In the
United Kingdom the State pays.

| have written reams about the
DHSS anomalies but few people

CRUCIAL LOSS OF MONEY

- not end there.

~are notdenied theirrights to claim

_ course, £50 approximately a week)

_working years to be eligibletora

are aware that the denial does

Recently | have had a spate of
letters on both maternity pay and
redundancy pay.

Redundancy happens, but
there is no rhyme nor reason to
treat dependants by dismissal
with no recompense.

These sad letters need an
explanation for this form of
treatment. | have written to the
MOD and asked:

When the loss of a large sum of
money is involved, (£1,400 for the
first year of unemployment or about
£2,400 if you happen to have ftwo
school leavers without a job or YOP

where or how does the Serviceman
find this money to counter the loss?
Surely the Serviceman ison a
par with any other government
servant and his wife and family
are also on integral part of the
Services, and as UK citizens they
should be treated as such.

W G.)\,wﬂ(“d‘-%,

How some readersseeit...

I was called into the office and was
told, due to reorganisation I was to be
made redundant. The news came out
of the blue and was a great shock.

I’ve been in my present employment
since November 1982. I get on very
well with everyone and really enjoy
my work as a clerk. :

The problem is, am I entitled to
claim redundancy money? Most people
I’ve spoken to said I'm not entitled as
I'm only a dependant.

I’m a little reluctant to say anything
at work about it, as I'm frightened
they may just sack me before my
redundancy date.

I have also found out that two part-
time typists are being employed and
my appointment as a grade C3 full-
time clerk no longer exists

I asked my Superintendent Clerk to
write me a letter stating I had been
made redundant and had not been
sacked, as I may have to produce the
letter if I go for an interview for new
employment.

The chances of getting new employ-
ment in Germany are very grim.

I really feel that I am being taken for
granted and I also feel very bitter about
the whole situation.

I do realise that many people are
being made redundant every day, but
at least they get some compensation in
the form of redundancy money.

Although I'm ‘only’ a dependant
surely I'm entitled to something?

I would be most grateful if you could
advise me on the situation. — Mrs T,
(rermany.

I am writing to you in the hope that
you can help me with a problem or at
least give me some advice.

I have for the last six and a half
years, due to my husband’s postings,
been employed here in BAOR in one
job. Now I am to lose my job because
the regiment is to move to a new camp
and no new regiment is taking over the

- barracks.

The annoying points are (1) I have

not been told a definite date of my

redundancy (2) because I am the only
dependant employed in the restaurant
I've been told I've no rights and can be
dumped as and when! (3) my colleagues
have all been offered other employment
because they are on the German net,
even though I've been there longer
than some of them.

Is there anything I can do or am [
really just to get the push after over six
years loyal full-time service without
batting an eyelid?

I am asking for your help and advice,
which would be much appreciated. —
Mrs §, Germany.

Redundant! No pay, no unemployment
benefit, no offer of another job, no
recourse to any organisation to seek
help and only because I am a dependent
wife of a serving soldier stationed in
Germany.

I have been longer in the job than
many others. They have been offered
other jobs but meanwhile are receiving
unemployment benefit for a few weeks,
and me nothing. It is disgraceful, as I
have paid Class I contributions for 10
years and never claimed. — Mrs P,
Germany.

I have worked for 5 years and am now
told I am redundant, dismissed with
no compensation, yet when I worked
for a firm in UK for four years I did
receive redundancy pay as I had worked
for over the statutory two years. Why
am | not eligible for redundancy
payment, yet I am employed and paid
by the British government? — Mrs L,
Germany.

Sailing project

Sons of serving soldiers who may be
interested in the berths available for
The London Sailing Project’s 1985
season (see SOLDIER 25 March page
19) should apply in the first instance to
me. Write to Anne Armstrong,
SOLDIER Magazine, Parsons House,
Ordnance Road, Aldershot GUI1I
2DU.

ANNE
ARMSTRONG

Pictured with the MBE
awarded in the New Year
Honours and presented by
The Queen at an
investiture at
Buckingham Palace.

PLAYSCHEME HELP

After hearing Annie Colligan
saying on BFBS-UK that £6,000
was needed to save the Cambridge
Hospital Play Scheme by 31 March
1985, the wives of 62 Cyprus
Support Sqn RE decided to do a
sponsored slim to raise money for
the appeal.

Mrs Diana Kendal, on leave from
Cyprus with her husband, Sapper
Kevin Kendal and young children
Keith and Jemma presented a
cheque for £181.69 to the CO of the
Cambridge, Colonel Lomax
Roberts, in the children’s ward.

Diana met Annie and saw at first
hand how the money would be
spent. Diana explained: “We all

wanted to lose weight. One lady
lost a stone and a half.”

Ienquired how much Diana had
lost — 181bs, and husband Kevin
seemed very pleased about the slim
figure of his wife.

Diana’s parents, Mr and Mrs
Cope, were impressed. “You just
do not realise the importance of
such a scheme until you actually
see what goes on.”

The response has been most
encouraging, both from civilian
and military sources. From the
Local Authority, Lions Club of
Farnborough, Pre-School Play
Group in Fleet, to many in-
dividuals, the Chelsea Pensioners
who sent a cheque for over £100
and the Army School of Mech-
anical Transport wives club
£416.45.

VISA FOR BRUNEI TIP

Going to Brunei? Service personnel, dependants and civilians
now need a visa before entry or re-entry to Brunei. Exceptions:
a. Nationals of Singapore and Malaysia.
b. Nationals of Indonesia, Thailand and Phillippines holding
confirmed return or onward tickets, who will be permitted to
stay up to two weeks without a visa.

The Services Booking Centre, 20 Albert Street, London SW1,
will advise on visa décumentation on request.
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Connor learns

about shamrock

HE DAY the Grand Duke
met the Pup was amemor-

able one.
The occasion was St.
Patrick’s Day duly marked by a
parade with all its pomp and
pageantry at Pirbright by the men

of the Irish Guards.
Squatting on the sidelines
waiting to take his small partin it,
was Connor, the four-month-old
Irish Wolfhound, the ninth mascot
to date of the famous regiment.
His turn on the parade was nigh.

&

Connor with handler Corporal
Dave Rutherford, daughter Lisa
(right) and friend Kay.

The Grand Duke — second time
successful.

The Regiment’s Colonel, His Royal
Highness Jean, the Grand Duke
of Luxembourg, on his first
parade, too, presented Connor with
his shamrock, as tradition de-
manded, fixing it in the canine’s
collar,

The curious Connor, with
youthful disregard, pulled it out
again with his gentle muzzle. The
Duke dutifully replaced it. Connor
was clued up. It stayed.

Now the youngster will continue
his training in matters pertaining
to mascots ready for parade with
the battalion when it returns from
BAOR next year.

Connor, for one so young and
inexperienced, had acquitted him-
self well on the regiment’s most
prestigious calendar day of the year.

How observant are you?

l ——
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These two pictures look alike but they differ in ten details.
Look at them carefully. You can check your answers by turning to page 40.
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HIS LITTLE piggy went

. well, certainly not to

market. This particularly

pert, pint-sized porker

called Pinky is not just out for

morning ‘walkies’ or aimlessly

beating about the bush, either, with

his Army handler, Staff Sergeant
John Davies.

He is, believe it or not, out on
an intensive field trial and all
because of an outstanding natural
talent. Smells. Lots of them. Not
his. Rather, those filtering through
his supersensitive, snuffling snout.

‘Sniffer’ pigs could be on the
way into Army service.

For they are currently being
assessed as a viable cost-effective
alternative to dogs in the role of
tracking and detection.

The novel scheme which has
brought squeals of delight from
local island animal lovers inyolves
the men of 3 Army Dog Training
Unit (ATDU) based at Episkopi,
in the Western Sovereign Base
Area (WSBA).

This need, apparently, has been
heightened by the sudden dearth
of suitably-sensored dogs to do the
same job. Now, it seems, they are
not even going to get a sniff-in.

Pigs, it is niot generally known,
are renowned for their delicate
all-seeking sense of smell.

A factor borne out over the years
to good gastronomic and gourmet
effect by the French who know a
thing or two about a tasty truffle
when they eat one.

Yet another little recognised si’dc—‘i

to the farm animal which can
always be relied upon to bring
home the bacon is that they have
an unerring skill to track fugitives
and detect hidden stimulants.

Trials for the trotter-powered
tecs — there are three of them —
have been going on in Cyprus for
a year now,

The three, called Sweet-and-
Sour (the schizoid runt of the
litter), Pinky and Perky are well
into their rooting-out routines.

- Their aptitude and willingness to
learn is such that they have amazed
not only their Army handlers like
Chief ' Trainer Staff Sergeant
Davies buit also a ligison visiting
vet from the UK, Miss Ivy-May
Fittwell.

She was taken by surprise, she
said, to see cunningly concealed
objects and faintly-laid trails failing
to defeat the sty-bound, smell-
conscious sleuths. .

Ever eager in their investigative
work, however, the Army’s latest
acquisitions in nasal inquisitions
have to be kept firmly on collar
and lead to comply with a special

; Staﬂ Sergeam

%
' Piggy pator 3 ADT’{'}"@;S;:::’:, and

Sovereign Base

dng meat which they plug on

Ordnance. television. I think my idea has
Man behind the  surefire merit.”
scheme Captain Willie < - Coincidentally visiting Cyprus
the i ~on a fact-finding mission vaguely
onacnmpmghohdaywﬂhhuﬁfa- S'Ol'v. - linked to the EEC was Miss Wanda
long friend in Perpignan. He Graham Smith - Lust, the Austrian general

~ secretary of the Continental Pig

promptly put the idea up to ‘
~ Breeders anid Offal Makers Associ-

Ministry of Defence’s relevant Picture:

department which, in turn, asked Wayne Palmer = = 0 CaEaiie
him to conduct a feasibil think it’s a wonderful idea. People
m to think of pigs as dirty and

_But there mbigo‘

d. They look so interested i in
hewwork I wish them 1

ow, the scheme in Cyprus with
the Army has, it is reported, so

very faston thmrfectand:hey captured the imagination that their

be a bit unruly,” he conceded. neighbours, the curious RAF are
“They cannot vault obstacle: thinking of setting up a similar

with ease and programme.

the keenest but Whltnut? Well, as they always

potential is d&ﬁnitgbthﬂe 2 uy, in that case plgs might well
o wouldhkenewup‘ '
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" A surprise for U e G i R
e n gue ® ey : i lan a rapid airlift of
- 49 Field Regiment | | wersof s s, pls

R PR

An unusual visitor for Thorp
Perrow. An FH70 of 127 (Dragon)
Battery moves into position on its s e
auxiliary power unit Sl e

S ey

>

Ready for the off. A four tonner
arrives courtesy of an RAF
Chinook. The first time, it was said,
such a lift had been done on
exercise
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Brigadier pleased — ‘but it was not an easy task’

of some four to five kilometres and
make sure the visit passed without

incident.

Warnings had been given about
possible trouble. Evidently Ruri-

- tania, which had somehow found

its way to South America for the

exercise, had an appalling record |

on human rights. There had been
ugly scenes recently at the Embassy
in London and a group, calling
itself ‘People’s ~Rights’, had
promised to do everything it could
to make the visit unpleasantly
memorable.

Moreover Special Branch had
reason to believe that a serious
attempt would be made on the life
of the visiting Defence Minister.

Most of the IS force came from
143 (Toombs’s Troop) Field
Battery with the addition of a rroop
from 55 (the Residency) Battery.
143’s commander, Major Peter
Smeeth, wasn’t able to recce his
responsibility until the morning
of the exercise but he expressed
quiet confience as he left with his
men.

“Its something that I suppose
we've always been training for,”
he said. ““The gunners have to be
versatile enough to act as infantry
because it is essential for us to
clear our own gun positions and
put out foot patrols.

“Also there is a residual know-

ledge of infantry training because

we have been in Northern Ireland
and the older soldiers who've been
there will help the younger ones.””
It took about 40 helicopter
flights to ferry 350 men, their guns,
vehicles and equipment across to
Thorp Perrow. A second Chinook
was called in as the two and a half
hour movement time looked like
being nearer three hours.
Re-fuelling became a more
difficult problem as the operation

-Llnee Corporal Sefton Hair, ACC,
displaying the monogrammed cake
made by Sergeant Frank Breen

continued. While the Chinooks
could make several round trips
carrying troops, they needed to
take on fuel for each flight with
the 9.2 tonne FH70s.

At Thorp Perrow the intense

activity continued. The half guard -

drilled on the gravel in front of the
house. The 25-pounders were lined
up just around the corner and the
security patrols prowled through
the adjacent woods and out-
buildings. °

About a dozen demonstraters,
drawn mainly from 210 Signal
Squadron in Catterick with some
women from 40 Squadron, RCT,
did their best to disrupt pro-
ceedings and subvert the troops
with leaflets.

“None of the soldiers gave
anything away despite a lot of
barracking and abuse from us,”
said their leader ‘Red Graham’,
better known as Captain Graham
Moore, the Brigade EME. “We
were asking them an awful lot of
questions about their unit, what
the helicopters were doing, and
trying to sell them the idea of our
political cause, but none of them
would listen.”

Before the guest arrived, 34
members of the St George’s Band,
The Royal Regiment of Fusiliers,
were flown in from an engagement
in Harrogate to provide the proper
accompaniment to the ceremonials.

When, promptly on time, Sir
John Ropner, Bt, climbed outof a
Gazelle helicopter of 3 Flight,
AAC, he had the unique experience
of being welcomed to his own home
by soldiers presenting arms, band
playing and guns booming in
salute.

After the welcome and inspec-
tion there was a demonstration of
the FH70 by members of 127
Battery. The brief had mentioned
the hope that an impressive display
would result in a substantial order

for the guns. Sir John, who drove

one of them under its auxiliary
power unit, assured everyone that,
as far as the Ruritanian Defence
Minister was concerned, the order
would be forthcoming.

Meanwhile the IS quick reaction
patrols had kept the demonstrators
well out of sight. A promised mass
protest was quickly nobbled, and
the SMG, hidden in parts among
them, was soon located. ‘

The sniper was even less lucky.
Captain Jonathon Borwick, the
Brigade SO3 G2, said he had
managed to install himself in a
wood with an excellent 450 yard
line of fire on his target. But a
civilian car parked right in front
of him had frustrated his efforts!

At the afternoon tea, prepared
by the regimental cooks, Sir John
cut the cake, initialled JR in his
honour, and received a 25-pound
shell case inscribed to com-
memorate the visit of the Ruri-
tanian Minister.

He thought only his young son,
Henry, had enjoyed the day more
than himself, but there was evident
satisfaction everywhere as the
troops packed up to go home.

Staff Sergeant Kim Willshire,
who spent the day with the IS
command post, said: “Talking to
the lads most of them really enjoyed
it. It’s so different from what we
normally do.”

Preparing to board the home-
ward Chinook with the men of the
half guard he had commanded,
Captain Andrew Budd, 2i/cof 55
Battery, said: “*Did we enjoy it?
Just ask the troops. We are happy
we did what we were asked to do,
and even happier it seems to have
gone all right.” o

At the end of the day Brigadier
Baskervyle-Glegg summed up his
feelings: “It was not an easy test.
They only got the task yesterday
and they’ve had a lot to think about
overnight. But its all gone ex-
tremely well. I am very pleased.”

Nearly nine and a quarter tonnes
of FH70 take to the air. They'd only
justcleared tor transit by Chinook

Signalman John Fisher of 210
Signal Squadron learns about life
as a demonstrator




65,000 to take part in Exercise Brave Defender

“NOT SEEN
AS SECOND ELEVEN”

ED ARMY saboteur

groups, secretly inserted

into the United King-

dom, to wreak havoc on
vital Key Points (KPs) are possible
situations not under-estimated by
tri-Service chiefs but not seen on
the scale of ““Boys’ Own fantasies™
with Russians Landing at London’s
Heathrow Airport a Ministry of
Defence press briefing was told,
writes Graham Smith

Consequently, in the largest
joint-Service exercise to be staged
in the UK since World War Two,
65,000 personnel, more than half
of them Army Regular, TA and
Reservists, will be taking part in
the £3 million, 12-day Exercise
Brave Defender in September.

The objective: to thwart 16,000
‘enemy’ fielded by eight Army
battalions simulating infiltrated
Soviet Army specially trained
sabotage groups, the Spetsnaz
(‘Spetsialnast’) hell bent on attack-
ing and destroying 200 KPs all
over the country, except Ulster.
KPs such as airfields, ports, depots
and communications centres.

Exercise Brave Defender takes
place between September 2-13
with an Army in-put of 23,000
Regulars, 7,000 TA, 2,500 Home
Service Force (HSF) and 2,500
Reservists.

Patrol ambushes, long and
painstaking observation and ‘the
constant challenge of the need to
outwit small groups of saboteurs
with “imaginative but essentially
low-level tactical skills and
plans’ have been promised by
Lieutenant General Sir John Ake-
hurst, late Royal Anglian, Com-
mander UK Field Army.

He told the media: “This

exercise will not have the glamour
" or the movement and clash of
armed forces. You may regard the
role of volunteer forces as less
demanding in defending KPs in
the UK, even less glamourous than
that perhaps required of similar
units who go to reinforce Nato.

“It’s very important that Home
Defence should not be seen as the
Second Eleven to those going over
the water on exercise. Brave
Defender is an extremely im-

ictiop from a previous
me defence exercise

portant exercise.

“Players cannot afford any
margin of error in the defence of a
KP which could result in the loss
of either its function or vital
material. A counter-attack however
brilliantly or bravely executed will
not restore a burnt out navigation
radar nor the exploding am-
munition in a depot.”

General Akehurst had special
words of encouragement and praise
for the Army’s part-timers, par-
ticularly the HSF which has been
recruiting steadily from its origins

of a pilot scheme with four
Companies. There are now some
2,700 ““in the pipeline” adding
towards a target figure of 5,000.
He said: ““They will be very new
to the game, many companies begin
recruiting on 1 April, but while
the temptation to call them Dad’s
Army will be irresistible to some
of you, perhaps I may point out
that none of them has less than
two years’ service and many much
more. They are highly experienced
for their straightforward task and
many will be in their 20s and 30s.”

GUARDS BANDS PREPARE FOR ‘SLIM DOWN’

SPECTATORS at the Trooping
the Colour will be seeing slightly
less for their money this year, writes
Robert Higson:

As the five bands of the Foot
Guards have been instructed to
reduce their numbers from 54 to
50 bandsmen each, there will be
one less rank of 20 when they
perform en masse at Horse Guards
in celebration of the Queen’s
Birthday.

" Last year the massed bands of
the Foot Guards formed up in 13

ranks — this year the number will
be 12and next year it will probably
be down to 11. Evidently natural
wastage can be relied upon to
provide the required reduction this
year, but in a year’s time such
demands as courses, sick and
compassionate leave and so on are
bound to drop numbers even
further.

London District, however, has
assured all anxious questioners that
though the volume may be down a
bit there will be no reduction in

quality. The five bands have no
intention of letting their standards
slip.

The first public appearance of
the massed bands — in the
abbreviated version — will be on
Horse Guards on 4 June when they
Beat Retreat.

Incidentally, there are to be no
changes of numbers in the Guards’
two mounted bands, and the Corps
of Drums and Pipes will remain
unaltered.

BAOR is supplying 110 umpire
teams and eight companies of
‘enemy’ forces kitted out with
weapons, radios and vehicles.

Outlining the threat ,Lieutenant
Colonel John Hughes-Wilson re-
minded that two forms of attack
on the UK were feasible.

The first was air strikes. The
second, attacks on Service and civil
installations and functions by
specially trained military sabotage
groups known in the Soviet Army
as “‘Spetsnaz” or Special Purpose
Forces.

“I am not going into Boys’ Own
fantasies with Russians landing at
Heathrow,” he said, “but Spetsnaz
can be infiltrated into the country
by a number of means from the
sea or air. It is considered that
their aim would be to damage
national and Nato military capa-
bilities, including our reinforce-
ment of Nato and the associated
command and control facilities.

“Suffice to say that Spetsnaz
attacks would be well planned and
carried out in a skilful and
determined manner and may
comprise anything from covert
entry to the use of stand-off
weapons outside the target per-
imeter. Nevertheless, the Spetsnaz
are not super-human. They are
not ten feet tall and need time to
identify their target and plan their
assault.” ]

Home Defence forces on Brave
Defender will be subjected to
incidents depicting ‘‘heightened
civilawareness”. Many players will
be in civvies but will carry “some
form of identification to avoid
messing the public about.”

Hostile incidents at KPs will
cover enemy recces, laser target
marking and marker beacons,
sabotage with Improvised Ex-
plosive Devices (IEDs), Explosive
Ordnance Disposal (EOD) action
following air attack and various
forms of enemy special forces’ overt
and covert action.

Civilian police will be involved
in all aspects. For the first time,
too, the Americans will be taking
part, 700 of them in the exercise
which is not free-play and under
strict controls.

General Akehurst thanked the
many employers who release part-
time soldiers to take part in
exercises like Brave Defender as’
well as the soldiers themselves who
gave up so much spare time.

“Many employers do not find it
easy as manning levels are squeezed
but the turnout for last year’s
Exercise Lionheart was first class
and I am sure it will be again this
year. I believe this exercise will
thoroughly and enjoyably stretch
our sailors, soldiers and airmen
and give them a proper insight
into the importance and challenge
of their role”.
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Crowning its success by becoming
the first car ever to win the coveted
London Design Centre award, Austin
Montego leads the way again with an
exciting new range of estates.

As motor cars, they're classically
handsome, crisply purposeful...and as
modern as the computer technology
that helped create them.

As goods carriers, they're superb.
With a cavernous 60 cubic feet load-
space and payload of 1190lbs, which
will swallow up everything you'll ever
need for those sporting weekends...
with room to spare.

Without doubt, they're the most
stylish, exciting estate cars ever.

Choose from three 1.6 litres and
two 2 litres.

Then buy your feature packed
Austin Montego Estate tax-free, from
Austin Rover Military Sales by Rankins.

Why wait until you're in Germany?

For more than 20 years we've led
the field, supplying top ranking Austin
Rovers to British Forces based in
Germany - at no-nonsense prices.

From our home base, we bring tax-
free benefits to Britain. Giving you the
chance to enjoy your tax-free car for
up to 12 months before posting, buy
in the knowledge that when you arrive
in Germany our British service team
will look after you, and benefit from

Supershield, Austin
Rover's armour-like anti-
SUPERSHIELD
e COrTosion warranty.
See for yourself how Rankins make
buying at home or overseas so easy.

We're now ready and waiting for

your tax-free orders!
No flak or hassle.

Our tax-free specialists take care of
all the paperwork, fill in all the forms,
and know all the angles. The only
decision you need make is: "Which new
car shall | buy?"

Need to talk terms?

Rankins can arrange really low-
interest, low-deposit finance at
exceptionally keen rates exclusive to

Tel: (0367) 21225. Or in Germany, send to: Rankins, Druckerstrasse 17
4050 Moenchengladbach. Tel: 02166-129122.

Please rush me details on the following models 5
(country). Date reqd.
Rank

Forusein
Name
Address

I_Tel Evening
AUSTIN ROVER MILITARY SALES

by Rankins |

HM Forces and attached civilians on
posting to Germany. And, it's finance
that means no complications should
you return to the UK unexpectedly.

We outrank them all.

Don't be misled by others who
claim to offer an equal package. Our
20 years' expertise is our bond that
when it comes to what you pay and
the service you get, nobody outranks
Rankins.

You make the orders.

Can you really afford to buy until
you've spoken to us?

Just complete the coupon-or pick
up the phone and we'll rush you full
facts — by return.

s

I EVEN BETTER THAN TAX-FREE I
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VERYONE has their
own idea of what is the
most difficult aspect of
operating in a sub-
arctic winter. For Captain
Allan Thomson, Royal
Marines, it is simply the
problem of getting around.
“Mobility is the most dif-
ficult thing we’ve got to
overcome,” said the man who
is principal adviser on Arctic
warfare to 1 Para, the current
infantry battalion of the
AMEF(L). “Obviously you’ve
just got to look at the
mountains and forests. Very
rugged country.
“There are areas where you can
only go with skis, so battalions have

got to be fully ski trained. If you

can’t move around here you are
absolutely wasted.”

Gone are the days when it was
thought that a fighting battalion
could manage with one company
on skis with the rest making do
with snow shoes. These days the
ski, as the most basic element to
mobility, rules supreme, so much
so in fact that on Exercise Hardfall
this year there were 1,000 new fibre
glass skis of various types on trials
sponsored by the Directorate of
Clothing and Textiles in Andover.

Not surprisingly ski mobility is
one area where Norwegian troops
outshine their British counterparts.
Although in many other aspects of
soldiering, as the Norwegians
themselves readily admit, the

" British professionals can teach a

thing or two to the host country’s

if you can’t move around — you’re wasted...

part time conscript army.

But skiing is a problem for
soldiers from a land where it is a
relatively expensive past time
rather than a day to day necessity.

“We had 1 Para novices on a
course that lasted three weeks,”
Captain Thomson said. “The
soldiers came on that course, never
having been on skis before, and at
the end of it they are off with a
rucksack — a huge bergen — and
they can be carrying anything up
to 100lbs. Its a very heavy load
and its very difficult for relative
beginners to be able to ski
reasonably well with that type of
weight.”

Nevertheless Captain Thomson
was full of admiration for the way
1 Para had tackled the job which
they took over from The Prince of
Wales’s Own Regiment of York-
shire in time for last season.

There was always an enormous
amount to do for anyone coming
fresh into- the AMF role. They
had to adapt to new kit and acquire
new skills in a relatively short space
of time.

“Its very difficult for them,
perhaps, to achieve the same
standards as the Royal Marines
who have been doing it for 15
years,” Captain Thomson said,
“but 1 Para have adapted very
well.”

A few hundred kilometres north
of 1 Para’s training area — on a
bleak windswept plateau at
Hjerkinn, a group of bombadiers
from 5 (Gibraltar) Battery and HQ
Battery were undertaking a
potential instructors course with
the intention of building up

expertise within the AMF artillery.

“In the past because we are not
all skiborne it has been one of the
problems,” explained Captain
David Adams. “We’ve tended to
train people just in survival and
everything has been done on snow
shoes. What we are trying to do
now is to get everybody in the
Force Artillery up to a certain
standard of skiing with their kit.”

For some people this is a lot
easier than for others. Major
Patrick Friend, the Force Provost
Marshal, with the benefit of three
seasons experience, reckoned that
as many as 90 per cent of the
soldiers take to skiing without too
many problems. The remainder
find it extremely difficult.

Downhill skiing is encouraged
as a means of improving balance
and confidence on skis, but the
main purpose of the whole effort
is, of course, to get the soldier and
his kit across country as speedily
and efficiently as possible.

“That’s the hardest thing of the
whole lot,”” said Bombadier John
McLeod, one of those on the
potential instructors course.
“Actually yomping, you know, with
skis and bergen up. Eighty pounds
on your back, a weapon round your
neck and sometimes pulling a
loaded pulk, which is heavy going.

“If you don’t train well before-
hand you’ll suffer for it when
you’re out here.”

Bombadier McLeod and his
companions were already putting
their fitness to the test. They were
digging snow holes for overnight
accommodation and were due to
trek 12 kilometres to the slopes of

Mount Snohella (2,800 metres) the
following day for a little hill and
endurance work. They would come
back for another night in their snow
holes and see, said Sergeant Harry
Jukes, the instructor in charge, just
how much those snug burrows had
subsided in their absence.

As the digging continued some
men were preparing lunch from
the arctic rations which are
designed to give each soldier 5,000
much needed calories a day.

Time and effort were the things
you could never over-estimate in
Norway, Captain Adams com-
mented. Patrols with full kit were
hard put to average a kilometre an
hour in the deceptively smooth
rolling hills around Hjerkinn. And,
a with all things in the Arctic, self
discipline and good organisation
of personal kit were essential on
the march.

“There are cetain things you
must do whether you feel you need
to or not,” he said, “things like
changing your socks, making sure
you are not sweating, taking the
time to take your bergen off,
remove a jumper and put every-
thing back on again. You must be
able to cope with yourself before
you can look after other people.™

To the demands of simply
crossing the snow are added those
of tactical movement — being able
to pick the right ground for
maximum concealment (no easy
task in the treeless plateau of
Hjerkinn) and learning the arts of
advance and contact with an
enemy, and the way to form false
tracks to confuse him.

Conzinued on page 32
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Continued from page 31

Then there are the problems of
operating with NBC protective kit,
problems of limited vision, misting
up masks, ice-choked air intakes,
and the impenetrable cold of
rubber next to skin.

It is all a hard and demanding
business and Captain Adams,

VERYONE who goes on

winter exercises to Norway

has to go back to school to

learn a lot of new ways of
doing things and drivers are no
exception.

Norwegian roads are narrow,
steep and well furnished with sharp
bends at the best of times. In winter
they are usually encrusted with
packed snow which is rarely treated
with salt or gravel, and drivers
either manage, with no other aid
than studded winter tyres, or suffer
the consequences.

For the past six years British
Army drivers in Norway have been
getting to grips, so to speak, with

\F you climb in a CVRT

'(combat vehicle reconnais-

sance — tracked) first thing

|on a frosty Norwegian morn-
ing, try not to breathe.

The problem is that if you do
your breath will condense in the
well chilled steel interior and you
will become enveloped in a dense
white mist.

“If you’ve got to go in, say to
service the radio, you’ve got to
hold your breath,” said Lieutenant
Jim Clark a Royal Signals officer
on attachment to C Squadron,
16th/5th The Queen’s Royal
Lancers. “‘Otherwise you can’t see
to do anything.”

Maisty interiors are not the only
problem to face the AMF(L) recce
squadron on its annual visit to
Norway. The same intense cold,
which makes even firing a rifle a
delicate operation, is the cause of
endless trouble.

Water vapour condenses in the
fuel tanks, for example, and causes
32

himself a veteran of five seasons in
the snow, believes that not
everyone is fit enough to tackle it.

“If they do strenuous exercise
they are using up too much energy
just keeping warm,” he said. “They
need to be that much fitter to have
more energy to expend.

“Of course the better you are at

things like skiing, the less energy
you waste. I think in the future we
are going to concentrate on getting
them to ski and everything else is
going to start rolling from that.”

Captain Adams remains one of
those believes that the Arctic
should be the province of volun-
teers on a long term basis.

*“I personally don’t think a three
year tour is enough to perfect your
skills,” he said. “You need a season
out there just to learn to live in the
snow. Then you need another to
get to grips with your actual job.
In your third season you are
actually contributing something
and then you usually get posted!”

the difficult conditions under the
tuition of Captain Alf Ringheim, a
Norwegian ordnance officer who
is also an instructor in snow and
ice driving for his country’s
Automobile Association.

One end of the airfield runway
at Bomoen Camp, Voss, is used as
a safe practice area where students
can happily slide into snow drifts
without doing too much damage
either to themselves or their
vehicles.

As Captain Ringheim sped
around the course demonstrating
the dangers of braking on the icy
surface, Warrant Officer I Bob
Ferguson, Master Driver of South
West District, explained: “What
we are trying to do is to train the
soldiers in exactly the same way as
Norwegian drivers. And that
means a little skid pan training. So
they’ve got to do bends and what
we call a double evasive man-
oeuvre.”

This involved a row of cones
representing a lorry pulling out of
a side street and another line of
cones representing a vehicle
approaching in the opposite di-
rection. The student was obliged
to get round the first hazard and
retain the right side of the roads
without hirting the second or
ending up in the snow bank.

“Some of the lads find it quite
frightening,” WO Ferguson said.

icing in the fuel lines. And, in
common with most aspects of
Hardfall activity, work either on
or in the vehicles is not permitted
without protective gloves causing
a loss of dexterity and efficiency.

C Squadron has just spent its
fifth winter based at Rinnleiret
Camp, near Levanger, in the
northern Hardfall sector.

““A lot of the soldiers are very
experienced and very used to it,”
said Major Mark Roland, the
squadron commander, who has
been with them for two seasons.
“Personally I still find it a bitof a
shock because the last squadron I
commanded was in Brunei.

“But it is all excellent training.
Driving the vehicles, firing, exer-
cising and generally living in these
conditions has to be thought about
very carefully and trained for
properly, otherwise you can get
into serious trouble.”

He added that few of the men
who had been coming to Norway
for five years rejected the chance
to come back again. “They are
regularly asked if they’d like a

EMERGENCY?

““A lot of them feel they’d like to
take it a lot slower and give
themselves a chance to see what’s
actually happening. Sometimes
they have to have about two or
three goes, but generally speaking
the majority manage quite well.”

The trick, the Master Driver
said, was to forget about the brake
as an aid in an emergency.

‘A lot of people tend to think it
is exactly the same as driving in
England in that when they put
their foot on the brake they’ve got
a degree of safety. That’s not true,
the last thing you want to do is use
the brake. What you must do is
depress the clutch and take your
foot off the accelerator, and drive
through the hazard with your
wheels revolving.

“That 1s the way to counteract
the conditions on these roads. With
the wheels turning you’ve got
traction, you've got grip and a little
bit of sensitivity with the steering
wheel. Once you depress the brake
pedal the wheels become locked

and you’ve nothing, absolutely
nothing.”

WO Ferguson added that while
the one day course did not produce
an expert it did enable the drivers
toappreciate the problems. He said
that some 250 would probably
undertake instruction this year.

Certainly any experience was of
great value. There were 42
accidents last year when 1 Para
was doing its first season in the
snow. This year, nearly half way
through Hardfall, there had only
been eight.

“The experience they gained last
year they’ve put to good use,” WO
Ferguson said. “And I think that
within a short space of time they
have made excellent progress
towards good road safety.

“There is no doubt at all that
the experience you gain driving
on these roads has to be all for the
better. We put them through this
course at a fairly fast speed so
consequently if they do meet a
hazard they are fairly well equipped
to deal with it.”

Captain Ringheim added
another hint for safety in the snow
that perhaps not many people have
thought of. In Norway, he said,
the prudent motorist washed his
tyres with something like white
spirit regularly during the winter.
In this way, he said, you removed
road grime and increased traction.

HOLD YOUR BREATH

change of scene at this time of year
and the general answer is no. They
enjoy the training and they enjoy
the skiing. They want to stay.”
Members of C Squadron have
to do their skiing and snow survival
courses like everyone else before

being able to practice their
motorised role in this demanding
environment.

As Lieutenant Clark explained:
“You've got to be able-to leave the
vehicle at any time and survive

without having it around.”

Having wheels, or rather tracks,
does have some advantages.
Sergeant (‘Screw’) Driver of 3
Troop said: “We are certainly
better off on the vehicles because
we’ve got boiling vessels and we
can carry a lot more kit to keep us
warm. But on the training side it
does tend to produce some
difficulties as we have to do survival
training for three weeks which
means we don’t get enough.time
to work on the vehicles.”

¢

He was speaking in a snowbound
farmyard where 3 Troop had .
established a hide as part of the
programme of individual troop.
training. As Lieutenant Nicholas
MacReady, the commander of 1
Troop, explained in an adjacent
pine forest: “Basically we’ve gota
couple of days to sort things out
and make our mistakes in private
so by the time of the Squadron
exercise we hope to have things to
36 Ve




The area where the troops were
to practice their patrol and
reconnaissance drills was some 20
kilometres north of Rinnleiret
Camp. It is a place of rolling hills
covered by farmland and pine
forestand although it can get very
cold (this year some temperatures
were the lowest recorded since the
war and below -20 was nothing
unusual) it is more suitable for C
Squadron’s needs than the
mountainous Voss region.

The CVRTs are usually referred
to as ‘through snow’ vehicles as
compared with the ‘over snow’

MORTARS

HERE’s one particular

problem firing mortars in

:he winter snows of Nor-

way. They tend to sink
further and further into the snow
with each shot.

The solution is to fill a series of
small bags (known as Raschen bags
after the colonel who invented
them) with whatever material is
available and use them as a
foundation for the base plate.

Unfortunately snow — the
material most commonly available
in a Norwegian winter — isn’tany
good. Even inside the bags it just
keeps on compressing.

So this year the mortar platoon
of Support Company, 1 Para,
obtained a load of gravel from a
local quarry and tried filling their
Raschen bags with that.

Warrant Officer 2 Jim Duncan,
the platoon 2ic, said that about
3001bs of gravel was needed to give
each of the half dozen 81mm
mortars a firm base.

Usually the mortars travel in
the platoon’s Volvo 202 over snow

OR the soldiers on the

ground, struggling up

steep mountainsides with

ull bergens and heavy
sledges, the Army Air Corps has it
made.

Certainly when you are up there
on a clear, fine day, gliding
effortlessly over frozen mountains,
forests and lakes, the problems of
simple mobility, so apparent down
below, seem very remote.

But itis by no means a complete
joy ride for the crews of the six
Gazelle helicopters of 2 Flight,
AAC, and their supporting tech-
nicians. As Major Peter Adams,
the OC, pointed out: “It’s very
mountainous and that means a very
different concept of flying as we
don’t operate in many parts of the
world with quite such extreme
mountains. ¢

“The weather is incredibly
variable and it really dictates all
our functions. It is not only the
aircraft, it is also the pilots because

Volvo 202. They sink through the
snow and so are generally confined
to roads and tracks.

Down at Bomoen Camp, just
outside Voss, it was mainly Volvos
which were assembled in the
precincts of the REME workshops.
These workhorses of the AMF
have been in service ever since the
Army started exercising in Norway
17 years ago.

They are due for steady replace-
ment by the new Hagland BV 206,
a more reliable and more comfort-
able means of over snow transport,
of which there should be some 60

THAT SINKING

vehicles, but when necessary the
equipment has to be hauled on
pulks by ski-borne soldiers. An
extra 300 Ibs of gravel now seemed
as if it might become an additional
load.

On the Mjolfjell ranges the
mortar platoon did their own
assessment, firing two rounds to
bed in their mortars and a series of
shots to ‘check the belt’ — the
system whereby the falling mortar
bombs are plotted in relation to
their firing point.

“In these sort of conditions,”
said Sergeant Dick Caton, a
section commander, “it’s probably
a preparation time of about 30
minutes to get the mortars into
position. If we were firing from a
made road that time would be cut
down by half. Everything takes a
lot longer here, but it’s not bad
once we get a good base position
then everything goes on as
normal.”

Captain Donald Denne, on
exchange from the Canadian
Airborne Regiment and acting as
1 Para’s mortar officer, was

it is not the way they are used to
flying.”

The big hazard is whiteout, when
fine particles of snow blot out every
reference point, when sky and hill-
side can fatally merge.

Landing is particularly danger-
ous. The whirling rotors whip up
their own local snowstorm as the
aircraft comes in to touch down
and visibility is reduced to zero.

“Someone who hasn’t had the
experience or the training would
find himself beyond his limits,”
Major Adams said. “You lose all
external references and the only
way you can land is actually by
seeing something on the ground.”

The technique, he added, was
to try to land with zero air speed
and zero height with a reference
point on the landing site provided
by some object of contrast — a
black plastic bag filled with snow,
for instance, or somebody willing
to crouch, face hidden, in the snow
while the aircraft hovered down
virtually on to of him.

Maintenance is another prob-
lem in the severe cold.

in service next year.

“The cold affects both humans
and machines,” said AQMS W02
Brian Littler, WOic workshops,
“and it drastically reduces the
performance of both.”

Barteries and fuel were a
particular problem. The cold
sapped the strength of batteries
and it turned ordinary diesel fuel
into a waxy substance.

“Everyone’s got to wear gloves
and with some of the operations
they have to do it makes things
extremely difficult,” WO Lirttler
said. “Each and every task is

lengthened.”

But this year the work load had
been lighter. “I put that down
basically to it being 1 Para’s first
season last year so they are into
their learning curve now — well
into it,” he added.

““Last year on the Volvo 202 we
changed 55 major assemblies,
engines, gear boxes and axles,
within the exercise period. So far
this year we've only changed 13
on the whole of the fleet — that’s
including all wheeled and other
tracked fighting vehicles, which is
excellent.”

(IN THE SNOW) FEELING

watching the practice. He knew
nothing about mortars until he
joined 1 Para (““it’s a whole brand
new ball game to me”’) but as a
Canadian he knew a bit about
winter warfare.

As far as he could see 1 Para had
adapted very well to winter
conditions in their second season
in the snow — “‘they’ve cracked it
very well.”

Visibility and the sighting of
shots was one problem the mortar
platoon faced that their Milan
comrades in the anti tank platoon
could overcome with new tech-
nology.

Equipped with the Myra ther-
mal imaging sights, the Milan
crews were able to see through
worsening visibility when they
fired several missiles at maximum
range later the same day.

Major John Pullinger, the OC
of Support Company, said the
platoon had 16 missiles from its
annual allocation of which six were
being reserved to support the rifle
companies when they exercised live
firing attacks.

HERE is one great ad-
vantage to baking bread
in the Arctic — you get to
keep warm.

Corporal Jim West, one of the
RAOC team operating the field
bakery at Bomoen Camp, Voss,
explained: “The operating tem-
perature here has to be around
22° centigrade. Outside it can be
less than -20. So we often get
people coming to see us, especially
when we go up on exercise in the
far north. They say they are coming
for a visit, but really it’s just to get
warm.”

The field bakery, which is
essentially two standard containers
run by two 50 kilowatt diesel
generators, produced about 1,500
loaves a night during operations at
Bomoen.

“We issue to 13 different units
on a split rota whereby we do, say
six one day and the remainder the
next day, with a double érder on
Saturday,” Corporal West said.

At work with Milan

“Milan works quite happily up
here,” he said. “The problem
always is visibility but we can get
round that.”

Corporal Andrew McGuinness,
one of the anti tank section
commanders, said: “It’s hard work.
Simple things like taking the Milan
into position on skis or snow shoes
or pulking things in. In England
you'd just walk. Here you can’t.
It’s hard going, but interesting.”

-

“We do rolls as well and we do

the odd cake and current bun. But
we are not employed to do anything
fancy, the ACC do that.” )

In such a climate, Corporal West
added, water pipes must have
heaters on them otherwise they
freeze.

““We actually need the water
hotter for the dough up here to
compensate for the cold temper-
atures and we have to have the
flour in the actual bakery about 12
hours before we need it just to get
the warmth.”
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SUNNY
CHANGE FOR
QUEEN’S
GOMPANY

ACK IN the Mediterranean for the

first time in 20 years, The Queen’s

Company, 1st Battalion, Grenadier

Guards, swapped the streets of
London and Windsor where they carry out
eye-catching public duties to spend a whole
month enjoying Cypriot sun, sand and sea
during intensive training for Exercise Royal
Measure Three.

The five officers and 95 men — including
several on attachment from outside the
Company — fully absorbed themselves in
basic infantry training among the island’s citrus
groves and dun-coloured scrub country
scantily populated by itinerant shepherds.

The UK-based visitors also trained on the
sand-and-shingle littoral where they ‘hit the
beach’ and inland at a deserted village for
FIBUA (Fighting in Built-Up Area) tech-
niques.

The Queen’s Company, (its average age is
19, its average height 6 ft 1!/, ins), was on the

FIBUA principles applied at Paramali, an inland
deserted village

BELVEDENE
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

The best established and fully pro-
fessional agency.” We offer a
nationwide service, tailored for our
HM Forces clients and guarantee
to guard your interests in every way.
Our staff are all ex-Service or
dependents and really know your
problems.
Trust us to manage all aspects of
the letting of your home while you
are away. Please ask for our fully
comprehensive brochure from:

Sundown House
Rectory Lane
Woodmansterne, Surrey
Tel: (07375) 51273

Mediterranean’s easternmost island two
decades ago on United Nations duties, soon
after the setting up of UNFICYP (United
Nations Force in Cyprus).

Ferried 2,400 miles as the VC 10 flies with
their accompanying freight in a Hercules
transport, the Hounslow-based unit was
billetted as Bloodhound Camp, named after
the missile of the same name that once guarded
the eight-mile distant RAF Akrotiri several
years ago.

The men, normally engaged in public duties
at Buckingham Palace, St James’s Palace and
Windsor Castle, had a full programme of
training well away from the public gaze.

The Company — it has the unique and
special privilege of duries at a Sovereign’s
Coronation or funeral — ‘hit the beach’ at
Evidhimou Beach from half-a-dozen Mark
Five assault boats.

They also took part in helicopter familiaris-
ation drills courtesy of the resident RAF’s 84
Squadron and their Wessex from RAF Akrotiri
and practised basic infantry skills such as
ambushes, OPs, cordon-and-search operations,
map reading and night navigation exercises,
basic range work and the FIBUA training at
Paramali, a deserted hill top community five
miles or so from their camp.

‘Exercise commander, Major Richard
Aubrey-Fletcher, The Captain of The Queen’s
Company, endorsed: “In London District we
have very little opportunity to train because
our main role in public duties at places like
Buckingham Palace, the Tower of London,
guards of honour and State occasions like the
Opening of Parliament. Cyprus is a different
and challenging environment.

“We obviously require, as infantrymen, to
be as professional as anyone else and by coming
out here we can improve that requirement,
We have part of our signals platoon out with
us running an HF exercise link back to the
UK using Clansman sets.”

The Company also took out its own cooks,
medics and assault pioneer attachments.

The guardsmen, however, did have adven-
turous training schemes written into their
month-long stay in Cyprus with opportunities

All ashore from assault boats at Evidihmou
Bay

such as canoeing, wind surfing, ski-ing, rock
climbing, water ski-ing, a short parachuting
course and some gliding.

Though the 1st Battalion has never returned
to Cyprus in the UN role it has had
detachments serving in Sudan, Kenya (twice),
Jamaica and the Windward and Leeward
Islands in the Caribbean.

“It is not a rare occurrence for us to go
overseas,” said Major Aubrey-Fletcher.
“During the last year our rifle companies
have been to Morocco, Bavaria, Denmark and
we are here now in Cyprus.

“With our heavy commitment to public
duties the opportunity is taken to get companies

Story: Graham Smith

Pictures: Les Wiggs

away by themselves so that they can train and,
at the same time, have a break.”

One such break for the battalion’s Queen’s
Company was 10 days spent in Belgium on
ceremonial duties to mark that country’s
liberation 40 years ago; another, a three-week
exercise based on Thetford, on the Stanford
Principal Training Area (SPTA) in Norfolk.

Before returning to Hounslow for their -
current tour a year ago, the Company had
spent a tour along with the battalion in
Northern Ireland at Crossmaglen in South
Armagh,

Next year, they move to Miinster, BAOR,
to take up the role of a mechanised infantry
battalion in FV 432s. They will probably be
there for five years and are taking over from
the Irish Guards.

" Replacing them in Hounslow will be the
2nd Battalion, Scots Guards, currently the
resident infantry battalion in Cyprus.
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For Sale

Breaking collection badges, cheap,
SSAE please, some uniforms, medals
etc:

3 Holmwood Close, Tuffley, Glouc-
ester.

Computer software. Worldwide mail
order service for Service personnel,
only SAE and 50p for lists (state
machine). All new titles available, tapes
guaranteed genuine and checked prior
to delivery. Fast service, free postage,
10% discount of recommended retail.
Cheques/POs for any title.

Telford Computers, 206 Brands Farm
Way, Randlay, Telford, Salop. Phone
.Telford 595441.

Medals, decorations, singles, groups,
British, foreign, bought, sold, ex-
changed, send 50p for large catalogue.
Raymond Holdich, 16 Tudor Way,
Hawkwell, Hockley, Essex. (0702)
201415.

British, American and foreign military
and police badges, patches etc. Send
20p plus SAE.

Rogers, 85 Elmdale Crescent, North-
field, Birmingham B31 1SP.
Badges, banners, flags, pipes, drums.
Competitive prices, free catalogue.
British Pipe Company, PO Box 341,
Sialkot 1, Pakistan.

Commando cushion sole new issue
socks, size 6-11 olive green £2.75, face
veil camouflage scarf £2.99, DPM
camouflage jackets, excellent, sizes 1,
2,3, 4 £26.50, trousers £12.95, hi-leg
boots £22.50, Foreign Legion combat
jackets £23.50, all items genuine issue.
New and used 58 webbing in stock.
P&P £1.50 (US).

P ] Nash, Wesley House, Leigh,
Sherborne, Dorset. Tel: 0935 872133.
Invest in a 1985 uncirculated £2 coin
commemorating Guernsey’s liberation
in 1945 and the Army Benevolent Fund
will benefit generously from your order.
Silver proof £2 crowns also available.
Details from:

ABF, ¢/o CMA Ltd, Cornet St, St
Peter Port, Guernsey.

The Complete History of Milton
Barracks, Gravesend 1860-1970 by ]
M Jones. 32 pages, 14 photographs,
packed with information, £2.50 in-
cluding P&P.

J. M. Jones, 47 Ivy Close, Gravesend,
Kent DA12 5NP. Tel: 0474 64030.

Army green penholder brazzards with
flap for rank, £2.30, DPM style £2.50,
includes P&P.

V Henderson, 6 Thames Crescent,
Melksham, Wilts, SN12 8BH.
RAMC mess kit with waistcoat and
shirt (S/Sgt), 42 chest, 36 waist, 30
leg, 15Y%, neck, good condition. £75.
Lawton, 155 Chester Road, Tarke,
Staffs. 07816 3878.

Spring sale: regimental cap badges,
some Victorian, many GVI. DCLI (1
VB) Somerset, Shropshire LI); In-
niskilling, King, Queens Dragoons);
Bengal, Madras, Munster Fusiliers;
Scots, Grenadier, Coldstream Guards;
Royal Artillery with spin wheel; vol
regts, corps, over 60 regts. All old type,
no staybrights. Over 500 badges. Large
SAE for lists.

Morley Wescomb, 28 Church St,
Mevagissey, Cornwall.

Record ‘Here’s to the Boys in the
Falkland Isles’. Get your copy of this
fantastic single. Made to raise £400 for
South Atlantic appeal. £400 raised —
200 records left! Price £1.20 incl P&P.
Paul Eyres, HQ SSVC, Film Distri-
bution Dept, BFPO 29.

Wisewear heavyweight waxed cotton
jackets British DPM £36.90, or olive
green £31.90 (XL sizes add £2). SAE
full catalogue.

Dept SD, Unit 1, Church St, Dorking,
Surrey. Telephone for Barclaycard,
Access or COD immediate despatch,
Tel Dorking 883780. Quantity dis-
counts available.
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1958 webbing and bits of equipment
for sale. Ideal for cadets. Offers.
Phone 01-854 9990 between 8am and
5pm, ask for Tim.

Military history, regimental histories,
campaigns etc, many books available,
send first class stamp for list.

M G Pearson, Book Sales (S2), 13
Aintree Crescent, Barkingside, Essex,
1G6 2HD.

Royal Navy collectors list. Badges,
regalia, swords, midshipmans dirk, cap
tallies: Hood, Rodney, KGV, Van-
guard, Revenge, Combined Ops,
Sheffield, Collossus and many more at
£2.25. German tallies, Scharnhorst,
Gneisenau, Tirpitz, Prince Eugen, Graf
Spee, Admiral Scheer, Admiral Hipper
£3.50. Large SAE for lists.

Morley Wescomb, 28 Church St,
Mevagissey, Cornwall.

Frames. An attractive frame for your
medals. A smart white-gloss wood
frame will display from one to six
medals. Standard size 7" x 7. Clear
perspex-type glazing. When ordering
state number of medals and branch of
Forces, or send SAE for leaflet. Price
£6.25 (CWO) includes P&P, UK and
BFPO.

Arthur Rich, 8 High St, Emberton,
Olney, Bucks, MK46 5DH. 0234
712568.

Why not make a hobby of collecting?
Coronation, jubilee, school, sports,
masonic, buffs, religious and other
miscellaneous medals. Military lapel
badges and miscellaneous lapel badges
etc from £1. Send stamp for list and
free offer to:

18 Hollybank Road, Birkenhead.
American Airforce Army Para-
trooper, special forces etc, cloth/metal
badges and uniform items. SAE for
list.

GI Supplies, 10 Rousebarn Lane,
Croxley Green, Rickmansworth, Herts,
WD3 3RL.

Regimental ties, blazer badges,
cufflinks, buttons and medals, cap
badges etc. SAE or IRC for FREE
price list from:

Cairncross & Son (Dept S), 31 Belle
Vue St, Filey, North Yorkshire, YO14
9HU. Tel: Scarborough 513287.

The Military Cross. Superb die-struck
museum quality replicas, now available
£17.50 each inc VAT/post.

S D Kellaway, 30 Coventry Road,
Burbage, Leics, LE10 2HP. 0455
39262.

Records and cassettes from 99p. Rock,
jazz, standards, C& W. All new. All
bargains. SAE for lists.

Horizon Records, 4 Henley Close,
Elton, Bury, Lancs, BL8 2DF.

Face veil scarves in Shetland wool.
54" x 15" approx. Weight 6ozs.
Commo or white. £5.50 incl P &P.
Skerry Knitwear, Rutherford Gate
Lodge, Kelso, Roxburghshire, TD5
SNW.

Beersteins Half-litre grey, any crest,
any colours, minimum 60 pieces at
DM10.30 each, all costs included. No
VAT added.

Andresen-Versand, Zur Rosenau 1,
D-6251, Runkel-Hofen, Germany.
06482-2344,

War and campaign medals, full size or
miniature, supplied loose or ready
mounted for wear. Blazer badges in
gold/silver wire. SAE for quotation.
B & A A Mirchells, Unit 127, Market
Hall, Oldham, Lancs.

Wanted

Household Brigade/Guards Journals,
Trooping the Colour programmes up
to 1982; programmes of new Colours
to Guards or Household Cavalry Regts;
and old tourist photos/postcards etc
on pre 1960 ceremony duties.

Phone 01-732 7831.

Buying all types of militaria. Medals,
badges, insignia, government surplus
etc. Single items or large lots. Describe
and price. Payment made in sterling.
Invicta International, 740 Gladstone,
Ottawa, Canada, K1R 6XR.

Cadet requires holiday accom-
modation, near coast, cheap, away from
crowds, west coast England, June/July,
self-catering.

R Coulson, 4 Clifford Close, Church
Road, Northolt, Middx. Tel: 01-631
2094.

Situation Vacant
Caretaker for TA Centre in SW
London. £99.84 per week plus ED pay.
Two bedroom flat included.
Admin Officer, 83 Signal
Telephone 788 0333.

Holidays

St Tropez. 5-berth family caravan for
hire from £50 per week. 4-star beach
site, all amenities.

Mrs Hardaker, c/0 152 Regt RCT (V),
BFPO 801. Telephone (08462) 70831.
Lake District, three bedroom holiday
flat, Coniston. Centre of village. TV,
car parking, fully equipped. Except
bed linen. Sleeps 6/8.

Coniston Cooperative Society, Yewdale
Road, Coniston, Cumbria, LA21 8DU.
096641247/0966 41764.

South of France. For hire a luxury
6-berth home situated in Frejus. All
date available and costs from only
£85.00 per week.

Mr ] O’Connor, 93 Dingle Road,
Rushden, Northants. Tel: 0933 50086.
Costa del sol luxury holiday apartment
to let in Benalmadena, near Malaga.
Fully furnished, sleeps four. Private
pool, flights arranged.

Major W Jones, ACO, 2 Magdelen St,
Norwich, Norfolk. Tel: 0603 24616.
Costa Brava. Private apartment sleeps
4/5, swimming pool, superb beaches.
Mrs Winter, 8 Oake Court, Portinscale
Road, London SW15. 01-870 2341.
France South. Near Cannes, 26"
luxury 6-berth mobile homes. All
mod cons, swimming pool, bar, shop.
Near sandy beaches. Resident British
managers. From £75 pw inclusive.
For colour brochure:

Cote d’Azur Holidays, 208 Canter-
bury Road, Herne Bay, Kent, CT6
5UB. Tel: 0227-372589/372427.
Bournemouth. Superior self-catering
holiday flats between sea and shops,
colour TV, parking.

Mrs Cross, 165 Wilton Road, Salis-
bury, Wilts. 0722 28193.

Tenerife: Forces special, jumbo jet
day flight plus superb beach apart-
ment in south from £199 per person 2
weeks, 4 sharing, one in twelve free,
fully bonded.

Viva Travel Lid, B&H House, 6
Wheler St, LKondon, E1 6NR. 01
247 1982/6.

France or Spain, luxury mobile homes
from £70 pw. 4-star sites. Package deals
arranged. Excetional value.

Sgn Ldr J C Stirling, 18 Corpach
Drive, Dunfermline. 0383-732374.
Ramsgate. Small family guest house
would welcome long term/short term
residents. 50 yds sea, central heating,
television, friendly atmosphere. Write
or phone (before 10am please).
Guest House Spencer, 29 Augusta
Road, Ramsgate, Kent. Tel: 0843
588833.

Sqn.

Services

Passing out/beret parades. Full troop
and individual portraits with personal-
isation and regimental folders; ideal
keepsake. Anywhere, anytime in UK.
Camp Adjutant please phone:

Take 4 Studios, 0287-40293 for dertails
of sale and return and commission on
photographs.

Conveyancing. Let us act for you
when buying or selling your house
anywhere in England or Wales and we
can save you over 50% on your ‘legal
costs’. We are quick and efficient and
have over 25 years experience at all
levels of Conveyancing. We carry full
Professional Indemnity Insurance and
are bonded in the sum of £1 million.
We also publish full Comprehensive
Conveyancing Kits covered by a money
back Guarantee for those who wish to
do their own Conveyancing and save
even more. Established 1977. Write or
phone for brochure to:

Chancery & Co, 13 Bampton Street,
Tiverton, Devon, EX16 6AA. Tel: 0884
256048.

DSC, VC, DFC, Repros, cast £2,
diestruck £10, medal mounting, rib-
bons, weapons, surplus kit, badges,
medals, posters, patches, lists 50p.
HQ84, The Southgate of Gloucester,
UK

Direct from glass engraver. Regi-
mental badges, clan crests, with name
superbly engraved on glass tankard
£12.00, goblet £14.00, plaque £9.50.
Commissions undertaken for roll of
honour plaques and plinths.

Alan Clarke, 120 Ashbourne Avenue,
Aspull, Wigan, Lancs WN2 1HN.
(0942) 323197.

Forces discount fabrics. Buying a
house? Very large reductions on
furnishing fabrics, wallcoverings and
bed linen. Please ring any time.

Tel: 0725 22369

Travel agent. Travel with us from
anywhere to anywhere. Cheapest flights
worldwide including Cyprus. For
military personnel we offer the lowest
possible prices for your flight only, or
your family holiday. Call or write.
The Aldershot Agency, 245 High
Street, Aldershot, Hants. Tel: (0252)
316161.

Leaving the Army? During 1984, 1
was able to assist 61 members of the
Services in their efforts to find civilian
employment by preparing for them a
professional curriculum vitae which
effectively translated their military
experience into language employers
understand and value. Let me, an ex-
Army Officer and now a personnel
manager in Industry, prepare your CV.
Write without obligation to:

John Cooper, 12 Water St, Stamford,
Lincs, PE9 2N7J. 0780 62960.

SOS. Why accept someone else’s idea
of ideal? We custom-make almost
anything in 4 oz waterproof DPM. Of
course we also have a standard range
of: Bashas, Bergan liners, Bergan capes,
Holdalls, Gaiters, Brassards etc. Send
in your ideas for a quotation or ring for
details. (0706) 220 728.

Special Order Service, Basha Enter-
prises, PO Box 13, Rossendale, Lancs,
BB4 8SU.

Starting your own business? When
you leave let me help to plan your
future.

Castle Investment Group, 23 Botanic
Ave, Belfast. Tel: Mr Middleton 0232
246078.

House Letting

The Servicemen’s Letting and Care-
taking Agency provides a property
management service which is second
to none. Designed by servicemen
specifically for house-owning service-
men in the Surrey/Wiltshire/Hamp-
shire areas. For brochure write or
phone:

SLCA Wild Pines, Tekels Way,
Camberley, Surrey. Tel: (0276) 21847.
Houselets offer a complete letting,
management and investment advice
service for residential property through-
out Devon. Write for details to:
Houselets, 40 Newcourt Road, Tops-
ham, Exeter EX3 OBT. Tel: (0392)
875720.



Your Cap
Badge

No. 76

MILITARY
PROVOST
STAFF CORPS

THE Military Provost Staff
Corps is not a corps whose
activities are given great
publicity.

It is possible that you may
never have heard of it, or if you
have, be labouring under a
misconception as to its proper
role.

The Army has no prisons, it
does in conjunction with the
two other Services run a
Military Corrective Training
Centre, whose task it is to
rehabilitate erring soldiers and

train them either to be better
soldiers or to make a fresh start
in civilian life.

This is a small corps yet only
75 per cent of those who apply
for transfer into it gain selection
as the standards for entry are
high indeed.

Recruiting is solely by trans-
fer of suitable soldiers of the
rank of corporal and above from
any arm or corps.

A brief history of the treat-
ment of military offenders and
the military prison staff may
serve to bring the reader up to
dateandtodispel the misconcep-
tions which still exist especially
among the older ‘old soldiers’
who read this series.

Until the middle of the last
century military offenders were
confined in county or other
public gaols.

In 1836 a Committee of
Investigation recommended
that separate places of con-
finement be provided in order
that a soldier should not lose
sight of his profession and be
placed in an environment
among those who had no
knowledge of military disci-
pline.

In 1844 it was decided that
terms up to 28 days be
undergone in barrack cells and
that certain buildings be set
aside to act as military prisons

inlarge garrison towns athome

and in certain garrisons over-
seas. .
Those in the United Kingdom
were still under Home Office
control and staffed by civilian
personnel.

Atthe end of 1901 the Military
Prison Staff Corps was formed

(AO 241 0f 1901) and adminis-

tration transferred to War
Office control.

The badge worn in the
head-dress by the newly
formed corps was the Royal

Cypher surmounted by the
Imperial (or Tudor) crown.

- In 1806 the title was changed

to that by which it is presently
known but the badge did not
change in style, only in format
as each Sovereign succeeded
the othpr upon their respective
accessions. ;

On 16 October 1953 there
was Sealed the design you see
here, being in gilding metal

later to be produced and worn

in gold anodised aluminium.,
HUGH L KING
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Left to right: Bandsman Chris Selley
Captain Jamie Bowden and Rifleman Mark West sit it out in
comfort this time. They had each spent 120 hours on camels.

Story:
Graham Smith

Pictures:
Paul Haley




GOMPETITION 360

SQUARE PAIRS

STUDY the words in these 49 squares
carefully, then see if you can pair them off
: until there’s just one left. The pairs you make
PURPLE| spot |TAILORS| half | CAUSE | rice | LEG ey be v well Kniohs ghess € oike
fictional character, a book or a song title.
They may join up to form a single, longer
word. But beware! Several of the words have
S QUA RE PGPer more than one possible partner so you'll have
to use your powers of deduction and
elimination to arrive at the correct com-
binations.
GOOD | bread | LOST |dollar | BRIEF | black [TREASURE Send us your 24 pairs plus the ‘odd one out’
together with the Competition 360 label from
this page.
The rules of the competition are the same
| as usual. The competition is open to all readers
sun | HIGH OXford CASTER | | UCk SILVER sin at home and overseas and the closing date is
24 May. The answer and winners name will
appear in our issue dated 17 June.
: Each entry must be accommodated by the
STAR | blind [MIDNiGHT cut | TIME | note | HARD Compeition 360 kit fourn e e
two entries send two labels (NOT photo-
copies), three entries three labels — and so
on.
SOUP TIGER prlce HEART | hoon BLUE COI'dIHGl In the case of more than one correct entry
being received, the winner will be drawn by
lots. No correspondence can be entered into.
. Send your answers by postcard or letter to:
DON puddlng NINE | short | POUND| news TURN Prize Competition, SOLDIER, Parsons
House, Ordnance Road Aldershot, Hants,
GUl1 2DU.

turtle | ISLAND| bags [MOON | pew

PEUGEOT
TALBOT

£300

EXPORT
BONUS

Offer ends 31st May 1985

NOW YOU CAN SAVE
OVER £2400 ONATALBOT
HORIZONLS, === 1

Address R S S PR] TesmC gy g —ta

The normal tax free, export price of the unbeatable package for only £2,833* l e 2=l s =3 I
Talbot Horizon LS 1.3 s just£3,133-a saving Not only do you get a 5-speed gearbox, I Tel No = 1, becrem i I
of £2,142 on the UK domestic price. But now, push-button radio, front head restraints, Part Exchange dfany—___________ g4 N
thanks to Peugeot Talbot Export Bonus, reversing lamps, clock etcetc but this Horizon ?Si,if‘m':';’j“&;’«. Talbot Picadilly Personel Export Divisin,
you can save an extra £300, which makes  alsogives you 47.9 mpg at a steady 56 mph.t I Tel u 4995
the Talbot Horizon LS 1.3 hatchback an And rharcan t be bad atany price. TALBOT HORIZON LSJ
O oo 13 Conson 7 n 751 150 K517 B A8 e B 0 A Ao oot eSS L0 LS 7010 3 A coasan 6.0 59,100 M — R mmm s A S
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Got something to say, a point to
make or a story to tell? This is
your page to exchange your news,
views, comments and opinions. All
we ask is that you keep it brief and
include your full name and address
although not necessarily for pub-
lication. Write: Mail Drop,
SOLDIER, Ordnance Road,
Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU.

BE FAIR

Oliver Cromwell’s name is well known.
Many historians have recorded his
exploits during the Civil War and as
Protector afterwards.

Sir Thomas Fairfax, however, has
attracted less attention. Yet is was
Fairfax who commanded the Parlia-
mentary forces during the most critical
years and who, by his brilliant
campaigns culminating in the battle of
Naseby, set the stage for the restoration
of Parliamentary government.

And it was Fairfax — not Cromwell
— who in January 1645 was appointed
the first Commander-in-Chief of the
New Model Army. As such Sir Thomas
Fairfax can be said to have been the
father of the Regular Army as we still
know it today.

When the fighting had finished,
Fairfax, having no wish to take part in
politics, retired from public life. He
returned to his old home at Nun
Appleton, the family seat in the Fairfax
estates to the west of York.

Many villages formed part of his
estate. One of these was Bilbrough and
one feels that it must have been his
favourite village.

When his wife died she was buried
in Bilbrough Church and in his will he
wrote “And my body . .. that may be
buried near unto the body of my most
honoured and dear wife in the Parish
Church of Bilbrough in such a manner
as may be convenient and decent rather
than pompus”. In 1671 Bilbrough

MAIL DROP

Church became his last resting place,

Lord Fairfax, as he had become when
his father died, and Lady Fairfax share
a tomb in Bilbrough Church. Sadly
the tomb has been damaged by the
decay of the chapel in which it laid for
300 years.

The Church Council launched an
appeal in May 1984, Since then,
£18,000 has been raised and restoration
work is under way. Unfortunately, as
so often happens, one thing leads to
another.

To conserve the tomb after its repair,
the chapel had to be repaired and even
in part rebuilt; to conserve the repaired
chapel the church in which it stands
requires similar treatment. We now
find that this additional work will cost
some £11,500.

We in Bilbrough believe that the
Regular soldiers of today would wish
to be associated with this undertaking,
which in itself commemorates one of
our very great soldiers, General Fairfax.

Please will you help by making a
donation, which can be sent to either
Fairfax Appeal Fund, (a/cno 25311329
sorting code 05-09-94), Yorkshire Bank
PLC, 46 Coney St, York, YOI INQ,
or The Hon Treasurer, Bilbrough PCC,
Lingcroft, Bilbrough, York, YO2 3PH.
— Lt Col (Ret’d) C D Agnew,
Manor Farm House, Bilbrough,
York, YO2 3PH.

KEEPING DRY

When my father went to war in 1914
he had a groundsheet to keep the rain
off. When I wenttowarin 19391 hada
groundsheet to keep the rain off.

We both knew what it was like to
have rain running out of the seat of our
pants.

So when I read your heading ‘All
waterproof by 87 I was rtruly
impressed. “Hooray,” I thought, “the
Army has solved the problem at last!”

1 was soon to be disappointed on
reading further that the new suits are

_impermeable, so that soldiers will get

just as wet from their own sweat when
wearing the suits, that is unless they
stand perfectly still. After all, a smart
walk across the square produces a fair
amount of sweat!

“Surely,” I thought, “the boffins
have found the answer to that one. All
those years ago the groundsheet was
just as impermeable.” And there it was,
the answer is microporous material such
as Gortex, but rejected because of cost.

and price list
E
Al

m rks, Pickford Street,

Pride of P lace’

High quality embroidered sweaters direct
from the factory. A wide range of colours
and sizes are available with a minimum
order of 10. Send for our colour brochure

MBRO (Macclesfield) LIMITED

Is not this false economy? If we are
to maintain the objective of dry soldiers
would it not be sensible to use this
material and spread the issue over &
longer period, giving priority to those
who are most vulnerable to the elements
(eg the infantry) and gradually intro-
duce it for those less vulnerable (eg
workshops, staff personnel)?

At the moment it appears that the
alternative being offered to the poor
soldier is, “Put on your suit and drown
in your own sweat or leave it off and
drown in the rain.”

If microporous material is not
available in quantity from UK suppliers
I would be very surprised if it was not
available ‘Of the shelf’ in America and
probably cheaper.

Making the choice between silk and
towelling might look good on paper
but I doubt whether it makes much
impression on a soldier with rain
running out of the seat of his pants! —
George Drake DCM, 47 Beaufort
Road, Charlton Kings, Chelten-
ham, Glos, GL52 6]S.

FREEDOM

Your two articles (25 February) are
incorrect in the location of our
Tercentenary celebrations. The cele-
brations for 14 and 15 May will take
place at Catterick, and it is not until 17
May that the Regiment will be in
Birmingham.

Having been granted the honour of
receiving the Freedom of Birmingham,
we have incorporated it into our
Tercentenary celebrations. On 24 April
an exhibition depicting 300 years of
the Regiment will be opened by the
Lord Mayor in the Birmingham City
Library. Entry will be free.

On 17 May the Freedom will be
confefred at an open air ceremony
outside the Council House, and then
the Regiment will exercise its privilege
of marching ‘with bayonets fixed,
Guidon flying and drums beating’. The
parade will start at approximately 1115
hours, and spectators are most wel-
come.

We plan to publish a Tercentenary
book. The book will contain anecdotal
stories of various battles and traditions.
It is not a detailed history. If any of
your readers would like a copy they
should forward a cheque for £4.66,
made out to “The Regimental Museum
QOH’, to the address below. Delivery
will be in May/June. — MajC WM
Carter, Tercentenary Office, The
Queen’s Own Hussars, Cambrai
Barracks, Catterick Garrison,
North Yorkshire DL9 3PZ,

Reunions

Fiddlers’ Club, The annual reunion
of the pre-1939 Trumpeters Royal
Artillery will be held on 19/20 July
1985 at the RA mess, Larkhill. Details
from Major ] J Dobbs, 5 Glynswood,
Camberley, Surrey.

15th/19th The King’s Royal
Hussars Regimental Association’s
66th annual reunion dinner at the
Strand Palace Hotel, Strand, London
WC2 Saturday 4 May (6 pm for 7 pm).
Details from Major B O Simmonds,
Regimental Secretary, 15th/19th The
King’s Royal Hussars, Fenham
Barracks, Newcastle upon Tyne NE2
4NP. Tel: 0632 329855.

0l1d Welbexian Association Reunion
Dinner will be held at The School of
Signals, Blandford, Dorset on 11
Qctober 1985. The Reunion is particu-
larly for No 5 and No 6 Entry but all
other OWs are encouraged to attend.
Dress dinner jacket. Accommodation
available. Contacts: 5 Entry — Lt Col
R D K Thompson, School of Signals,
Blandford, Dorset, tel: 0258 52581 Ext.
253; 6 Entry — M ] P Vann, tel: 01-934
9327; other entries — Capt G S Lane,
Welbeck College, Worksop, Notts, tel:
0909 476326 ext. 30 or 0909 723291
(evenings).

London (2) Corps Signals OCA
annual reunion will be held at Fulham
House, Friday 19 April 1985 from 7
pm. Please contact T Y Faulkner, 109a
Jersey Road, Isleworth, Middx.
Royal Regiment of Wales Associ-
ation’s 1 7th Annual Reunion Weekend
Cardiff 29/30 June 85. Dinner in the
City Hall on Sat night 29 June. Drum-
head Service and lunch Sun 30 June at
Maindy Barracks. Details from RHQ
RRW, The Barracks, Cardiff CF4 3YE,
tel: Cardiff 27611 ext 215.

Gall-signs

C/Sgt G Gallagher, Grenadier Guards,
Army Careers Information Office, 53
Fountain St, Manchester M2 2AN
would like to hear from anyone who
knows the whereabouts of Birmingham
born Peter Bray, former MT Platoon
Guardsman, 2nd Bn Grenadier
Guards, who served with him in
Wuppertal, Germany 1966-8.

Miss Sue Donnelly, 12 Kenwood Chase,
Wostenholme Road, Nether Edge,
Sheffield S7 ILB is trying to trace
anyone who remembers her from when
she served for six months in the WRAC
in 1979, expecially Corporal Peter D
Saunders, and W/Pte Maureen Hearty
who were both at Rousillon Barracks
in Chichester in 1979.

IN Competition 355 (28 January) we
asked readers to solve a different form
of crossword, and produce a famous
quotation — and the name of the writer.

Winner of the £50 prize is Mrs J I
Chown, of Sturminster Newton,
Dorset.

Solving the problem set in Figure A
should have produced the following
answers: A-Whistler, B-Inn of Death,
C-Leaves a Tip, D-Little Rock, E-IlI
Advised, F-Atmosphere, G-Merrylegs,
H-Bounty Hunter, I-Lucy, J-Aperitif,
K-Krishna, L-East End.

The initial letters led to the name of
the writer, William Blake, and the
solving of the Figure B poser leaves us
with the quotation:

To Mercy, Pity, Peace and Love
All pray in their distress,

And to these virtues of delight
Return their thankfuiness

(The Divine Image)

How Observant
Are You

1. Width of roof on left building. 2.
Walking-stick of man on left. 3. Bush at
foor on left palm tree. 4. Front line of
snake-charmer’s neck. 5. Toes on snake-
charmer’s right foot. 6. Mouthpiece of
trumpet. 7. Left side of right palm tree.
8. Pattern on right of snake’s dish. 9.
Snake-charmer’s right elbow. 10. Snake’s
tongue.
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AUNIQUEWAY TO SEND

YOURLOVE

Cuddly toys at all-in prices—sent to
the oneyou love with your personal
message, in time for any special
occasion. Individually gift
wrapped. Beautlfullymade Money
back guarantee.

SE,
BR, ¢0¢F33
(v OCHURE”
%Puccadm Bradford,

West Yorkshire BD1 1BR

[ MINIMUM OHDER 12 i
for quantity

T-Shlrts
'Sweatshlrts

[\ Send for tree brochure to:-
&&ST"T% ISURE PRODUCT.

EMBLEM HOUSE - CHURCH ST- HEDKMONDWIKE - W YORKSHIRE WFIE OLF
\ TEL D4 - 404566

US DOG TAGS

2 tags in steel
Stamped with
your name etc

2 tags with 4 lines and 14
spaces per line. Send details
in block capitals to:
QUARTERMASTERS
3 Torrens Street,
LONDON EC1V 1NQ
Tel: 01-278 9760

Vi i et it s e e e e N

CASHS NAMETAPES

Mailed in 28 days after receipt.
3 doz (same name) £5.12
6 doz (same name) £5.70
12 doz (same name) £7.30

Please enclose cheque/PO pay-
able to Boddingtons

Write name in block letters stating
red/blue/black lettering
Boddingtons, Doodles, Cannons
Lane, Hatfield Broad Oak, Bishop's
Stortford, Herts.

Engineering
Technicians

Telecommunications

Upto£8,873

Openingsin Servicing and Maintenance =

Our business is to install and
maintain the communications
equipment used by the Police
and Fire Brigades in England
and Wales - some of the latest
you will find in operation
anywhere.

We have a number of vacan-
cies at our Service Centres in various
parts of the country, for Telecommuni-
cations Engineering Techni¢ians with
practical skills in locating and diagnos-
ing faults in a wide range of equipment
from computer-based data transmission
to FM and AM radio systems.

The work provides excellent
opportunities for extending your techni-
cal expertise, with specialised courses
and training to keep you up to date on
developments and new equipment.
There are also opportunities for day
release to gain higher qualifications.

Applicants, male or female,
must be qualified to at least City &
Guilds Intermediate Telecommuni- &
cations standard and possess a
current driving licence. Some

i,

oA

.ﬁ E'E} Ryle Street, London SW1P 2AW.

TR
it = A

will norm- 8
ally be in-
volved. Reg-
istered disabled g%
persons can of’
course apply.

The Home Office is an equal
opportunities employer.

Salary will be on a scale £6501
to £8873 a year with generous leave
allowance and pension scheme.

Good prospects for promotion.

If you are completing your
service, please write for further

details and an application form,
quoting reference S/1 to:

x,  Miss M Andrews, Home Office,
)i’ Directorate of Telecommunica-
tions, Horseferry House, Dean

Directorate of :
Telecommunications
R ——————
RUNN E RS EDGE SCHOOL HELP The Gurkhas by reading:
Specialists IRL_L:..n‘mIng Shop OF su RVIVAL “EVENTHE Btli‘AVE FALTER"
Mai d
. Learn with the experts E.D. SMITH

Run by the Runner

P : . A stirring tribute to Britain’s friends

LUSI Ty beling you. Send for details o,f Sur,vwal from Nepal, £5.25, From Secretary,

3 CENTRAL STATION PARADE courses and survival kits. Gurkha Welfare Trust, M.O.D., Oid
QUEEN ST, EXETER EX4 3SB. 22 Langland Drive War Office Building, Whitehall.

Telephone 0293 76698 Ext 2 Hereford HR4 0QG (Profits to the G.W.T.)

D AT SU N Economy - Reliability
Value for Money
- ® Datsun Sunny No 1 in Wh-ch Heport Jan 1983
""_'—_ ® Datsun Bluebird No 4 in *'Which™' Report Jan 1983

FOR D Gives yo-u more

o XR2 @ XR3 ® RS1600i @ Sierra etc.

* Forces tax free specialists

* Big discounts

* Part exchange top prices paid
» Low deposit finance

Return this coupon marking it Sovereign 'FREEPOST
| Name

| Address

* Special overseas bank loans
* Special insurance division | Make/Model Required

| Pan Exchange

Larkhill. Salisbury Wiltshire Tel (0980) 53431/52366

Rank

|
|
|
|
I
|
|
I

Posting Date
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S FERRY SERVICE -
%

ALCONBURY, HUNTINGDON, CAMBS. PE17 5HF
Tel: 0480 891435 08.00-20.00 DAILY

Specialist to HM Forces, Relations and Retired Personnel

Tickets for all Cross-Channel sailings.
Forces Concession fares — save up to 25% on some routes.

Tickets for all chartered and schedules flights from United
Kingdom. Forces Concessions — save up to 30%.

For further information please write or telephone us.

DONT

YOU NEED BRAINS

To recognise the quality of our
-—SQ\\WV% 1st Class Artwork,
o %~/ Printing & Super
. British Garments

T-SHIRTS

AND

SWEATS

Printed with your
own design,which
will wash & wear
time & time again.

IT MAKES SENSE
TO BUY QUALITY.

#Minimum order 12
#*Reasonable all inclusive prices
*Up to six colours printed

FREE Brochure/Price list
phone 0603 745018
:# orwrite PREMIER LEISUREWEAR
DeptsLD Jarrold Way. Bowthorpe
Norwich.Norfolk NR5 9JD

‘SIODITNO0D'SENd” S3ILISHININN

CLUBS.SHIPS.SHORE ESTABLISHIVIENTS. AIRFORCE

SARMY BASES.CLUBS.PUBS.SCHOOLS.COLLEGES.ETC.ETC.

LEAVING THE SERVICE?
How many others will apply for that ideal
iob? How few will be interviewed? How do
vou get on the short list?

A professionally prepared CV will improve
vour chances dramatically.
We arc personnel professionals and know

rBADG ES Wire, Silk, amh

Lapel Badges,
Stickers, Flags & Car Badges, Club
Ties, Tie Pins & Cuff Links. Plaques,
Medals & Spoons. Regimental Wire
Blazer Badges at £6.50.

FIRMIN & SONS Plc

Dept JH, 230-245 Walmar House
288 Regent Street, London WIR 5HE
Telephone 01-580 3781

L
: {
{ L
{ {
{ L

L
:P Miniature medal manufacturer, medal ¢
‘) mounting, F/S and miniature orders {
< L
4 [
< L
{ s
{ L

4

S o e o o g

FOREIGN LEGION

Badges, uniforms, kepis, records and

militaria of the Legion. British anodised

badges, SAS, Para etc. Stable belts,

equipment and general militaria. World Para

wings and US Special Forces insignia. 60p
for large illustrated list.

dispatched by return.
) LS/GC/GSM GV1 £2.

CAMPAIGN SERVICE £2.
) CAMPAIGN STARS £
) SOUTH ATLANTIC £2.
) DEFENCE/WAR £2
) Please send SAE for full list

Miles, 151 Malmstone Ave,
Merstham, Redhill, Surrey RH1 3JL

Frenc:
Riviera

SRR nnRnnn

WAR MEDALS
WANTED

All types of Decorations pur-
chased. Complete discretion
assured. Also required: Japanese
swords, antique weapons, War
souvenirs, uniforms, military items
of all kinds.

Alan Beadle Antiques
320 Upper St, London N1
Tel: 01-359 4729

LY

28'Luxury Mobile Homes
héze or Sale 4 Star Site
£75-£165 PER WEEK
Tel:

0422 885496

T L T L LT T

COMBAT SURVIVAL EQUIPMENT
PACKS YOU F BEST DEAL

~JMF

.v};) g

The largest range ﬂf Ourdoor Pgrsua'rs Equipment
available from one_souroe, | A

CLIMBING : CAVING CANOHNG WALKiNG CAMPING
Including made to order Medic & Survival Kits etc, etc...

WE GUAHAN_T‘EE YOU THE CHEAPEST PRICE
for Expeditionary Group/Contract or Small Orders.

EXAMPLE £45.00 plus VAT

£49.00 plus VAT

Plus 15% Discount op all Surw;val Aids products
VAT FREE EX?ORT AVAILABLE

YOU'VE SEEN THE REST
NOW DEAL WITH THE BEST

send for FREE Catalogue/Price List or visit our Retail Shop in
Watiord high street. featuring 2 floors of extensive stocks of equipment

COMBAT SURVIVAL EQUIPMENT

Béghaﬁgs Cyclops Roc
Full Goretex-Bivi Bag
2

skills and much more

* AN INFANTRYMAN'S GUIDE TO URBAN COMBAT
Jungles of glass and steel, cities are the most dangerous of

all terrains fo fight a war—and the most likely. Here, in FM SURYIVAL
90-10-1, is the info thal prepares police and military units to E\'M
meet—and beat—the threat of urban combat. This book is AND
loaded with self-explaining illustrations showing the best ESCAPE

tactical moves, accompanied by clear, concise directions.
Topics include offensive operations, combat support, how
to attack and clear buildings, demolitions, urban combat

288 pp. sc.
*Available to MILITARY PERSONNEL ONLY

£9.95 ma———

et rort e st 10

B e b

true survival methods is written by
Army experts. Colored plates of
snakes and plants make for fool-
proof identification of poisonous
and edible specimens. Learn how
to survive at sea, in a hostile camp
or in the tropics. Other topics:
improvising shelters, obtaining
food and water and more. 4% x 6%,
softcover. illus.. 430 pp £7.95

P. & P. First Book £1.50 - 50p thereafter.

the information wanted and how to present
it g command attention and respect Write to: 96 The Parade
WTite or telephone for information on how
we can help vou SlALAslA Watford
CV PLUS, Dept (S). 90 London Road. 19 Glencoe Avenus, |iford 162 TAL Herts WD1 2AW
Salisbury. Wilts. Tel: 0722 21395 A 0923 44100
<
The SUTDOOCRSMAN'S BOOKSTORE
COMBAT SURVIVAL
BOOK TOKENS Tel. 087 484-660 SURVIVAL EVASION AND ESCAPE Ngvar befors SusiabI G 1 pubs
276 This field handbook to tried-and- COMBAT i i = D E P T S

lic An extremely uselul complete
sunv"“ manual on physical and combal L!angorse

survival lraining andtactics Con-
Brecon

tains rare info on evading and si-

lencing guard dogs. sabotage
intelhigence gathering. survival powys

navigation primitive medicine L03 TUE
evasion and escape anmimal 1raps

and much more'8'; x 11 _soficover

fus 160 pp £41.25 -
Catalogue over 1500

titles £1 (1st Class Return) FREE with book order

COURSE NOTES

42
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» BOSTON TEE SHIRT C0.LTD.

~ Your own designs !
; {

k)

on machine washable

Tee-Shirts Sweat

shirts Jogging Swits

Sports Shirts and
embroidered V neck

Sweaters

* YOU PAY WHEN WE DELIVER'
¢COMPLETE MONEY BACK GUARANTEF '
®100% MACHINE WASHABLE

®UP TO 5 COLOUR PRINTING !

*FAST SERVICE - APPROX 2 WEEKS '

* MINIMUM ORDER ONLY 10 GARMENTS
*NO ARTWORK OR SCREEN CHARGES !
®ALL SHIHT SIZES & COLOURS IN STOCK

*DIRECT SCREEN PRINTING
-NOT TRANSFERS!

The Boston Tee Shirt Co. Ltd.

1Hennock Road
Marsh Barton Ind. Est.
Exeter EX2 8ND

Tel. Exeter (0392) 30994

mA /mrs Miss

CUARANTCES
FREE COLOUR BROXCHURE

SOL 7

ADDRESS

Tel No

icapitals plesse)

GENUINE ISSUE
KIT

These genuine

British issue

waterproof high

leg DMS Boots are
now available in size 7-12. Just state
your size and send only £28.50 + £1.70

® As above factory 2nds  £22.50
@ DMS shoes factory 2nds  £9.99

® Ammo Boots new £27.50
@ DMS ankle boots new  £18.50
@ NI Boots £23.99
@ DMS ankle boots grade 1 £6.50
® Jungle Boots new £26.99
@ German Para Boots grade 1 £14.99
® Trainers new £7.50
® Wellies £7.99
® Wrens shoes new £9.99
@ Cushion Sox new £2.99
@ Arctic Sox new £3.50
@ Insoles new £1.50
@ Para laces £1.50
@ Sea sox £3.50

® Trousers lightweight new £12.50
@ DPM lightweights new  £22 50
® DPM shirts lightweight new £18 50

P&P on any quantity £1.70
(SAE for free catalogue please)

SILVERMAN'S (SMF)
London E1 4PS
Tel 01-790 5257

(Personal callers Mon-Fri)

Britain's leading suppliers of kit
to the Professionals

QUALITY
SHIELDS

Shields, plagues etc for
the more disceming
customer. Not mass
produced but made to
your own specifica-
tions and hand em-
blazoned in finest oil
colours and 22ct gold
leat
Prices according to requirements, sketches and
list supplied on request

Studio Regimental, 63 Ridgeway Crescenl, Orpington,
Kenl BRG 90W. Tel: Orpington (0689 34286,

SPECIALISTS FOR YOUTH HOLIDAYS

Youth Village — Corfu from £115
Apartments — Ibiza from £89
Hotel Therma — Rhodes from £134
Flights from Gatwick/Manchester/Birmingham

ORDER YOUR BROCHURE NOW — PHONE
(0708) 752653 01-406 6866 061-832 2333

A o o o o o o o o o o o o o A A A I

("BEST PRICES k.

YISTA

& DELIVERY
FREE DESIGN tie
SERVICE fompany
ista T
01-684 2708 ;,esal: S:‘lsenham Road
01-689 1626 Croydon
\_ Surrey, CR9 2LU

COMBAT JACKET
IDENTITY LABELS

lin wide khaki labels with your name
embroidered in black capital letters in
UK

high
Overseas Despatch
Despatch

1-5 (any name) £1.59 each £1.83 each

6-20 (any name)£1.33 each  £1.53 each
For hugh quantities please write for details
of further discounts.

Send cheque/PO to Boddingtons, Doodles,
Cannons Lane, Hatfield Broad Oak,
Bishop's Stortford, Herts, allowing 28 days
delivery.

SAY YOU SAW
ITIN

SOLDIER

o

(z /| Training Offer /“ o
4. Aunique 4
opportunity in the

licensed trade.

[ASK YOURSELF THESE SEVEN QUESTIONS

ARE YOU WANTING TO ENTER THE TRADE?
. DO YOU WANT THE NECESSARY TRAINING?
. DO YOU WANT TO SAVE ON EXPENSES?
. DO YOU WANT A RECOGNISED “CERTIFICATE OF MERIT'
- DO YOU WANT TO OPERATE YOUR OWN LICENSED
ESTABLISHMENT, PUBLIC HOUSE, ETC
DO YOU WANT TO EARN EXTRA CASH AS A PART-TIME
BARPERSON
DO YOU WANT TO BE SUCCESSFUL?
If you answer “'YES" 1o any of the above questions
APPLY NOW FOR OUR COMPANY'S HIGHLY RESPECTED

| LICENSED TRADE CORRESPONDENCE COURSE |

For a special introductory offer, fill in the form below to receive
our FREE course fact sheet OR RING “HOT LINE” SERVICE

BRITANNIA BUSINESS SALES LTD
Licensed Trade Specialsts

Skyline Chambers, 14 Manor Row
Bradford, West Yorkshire BD1 4NL
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ENGLISH PEWTER GOBLETS
AND ONE-PINT TANKARDS

Engraved badge/crest minimum order 6.
Discount on 20 or over.

Goblets from £5.40. Tankards from £6.25 plus VAT

Post paid on orders over 20
Please send badge with order

R & BINCONLTD
SOUTHBOURNE ROAD, SHEFFIELD S102QN
Telephone 0742 685911

SPECIAL FORCES BOOKS

THE ELITE: The Story of The Rhodesian
SAS by Barbara Cole. 460 pages giving
the detailed story with 49 B&W photos,
40 colour photos and 25 maps. £17.50
inclusive of P&P.

SOUTH AFRICAN WAR MACHINE by
Helmoed-Rémer Heitman. Todays domi-
nant fighting force in Southern Afnica
portrayed in 192 pages packed with 225
B&W photos and 68 colour photos. £11.50
inclusive of P&P.

EPIC: The Story of The Waffen 55 by
Leon Degrelle. From The Institute for
Historical Research in the U.S.A. 68 pages
including 37 B&W photos. £6.50 inclusive
of P&P.

Full list of books available on request.
Cheque/P.0."s should be made payable to:
Photobook Information Service
18 Ursula Street, London SW11 3DW

® English-made

sweat shirts

@ T-shirts single
& multi- coloured
designs

® Embroidered
V-neck jumpers
also many other items

VISTA SPORTS LTD.

263a Sydenham Road, Croydon, Surrey
Tel: 01-684 2708/01-689 1626

MORRELL -RINES ASSOCIATES

48K Spectrum UK. O’seas CBM 64 U.K. O’seas
Daleys Decathlon 6.55 5.70 Ghostbusters 10.20 8.90
Pyjamarama 6.55 570 Raid over Moscow 9.40 8.20
Ghostbusters 9.30 8.10 Daleys Decathlon 7.50 6.55
Match Day 750 655 Select1 11.65 10.15
Pole Position 7.65 6.65 Beach Head 9.40 820
American Football 6.50 5.65 Combat Lynx 8.40 7.30
Hunchback [1 6.55 570 Scramble 64 6.65 5.80
Select 1 11.65 10.15 Jet Set Willy 7.50 6.55
Beach Head 755 660 Booty 240 210
Combat Lynx 8.40 7.30 Bruce Lee 9.40 8.20
Air Wolf 6.55 570 Fort Apocalypse 9.40 8.20
Football Manager 6.55 5.70 Cliff Hanger 750 B6.55
Fall Guy 6.55 5.70 Paras (Strategy) 6.55 570
S Davis Snooker 7.45 6.50 Strip Poker 9.30 8.10
Blue Max 7.55 6.60 Spitfire Ace 9.30 8.10
German Master A 9.30 8.10 Indiana Jones 9.40 8.20
(language) German 12.05 10.50
(language)

Free Post & Packing.

1000’s of games available on CBM 64, Vic 20, ZX Spectrum, BBC, Atari,
MSX, Amstrad. Full lists & Club discounts on request.

Please state make of computer.

Also: All LP chart audio cassettes £5.40.

Cheques payable to: Morrell-Rines Software, 61-63 Churchfield Rd,
LONDON W3 6AU. Tel: 01-993 6327

SASS WINTER
WARFARE
SUPPLEMENT IS
out!

WITH VERY SPECIAL NEW KIT LINES!

® QUILTED DPM CAMMO CW (AMBUSH) CLOTHING

@ RAT LINES: ESCAPE/EVASION ITEMS FOR
CLOTHING (DPM CAMMO)

® ORIGINAL NORWEGIAN ARMY SHIRTS

® REVERSIBLE FACE MASKS

® DPM CAMMO PADDED SNIPERS SMOCKS

® THE NEW DPM CAMMO ‘ COMMANDO' RUCKSACK
Plus lots more Kit/Cold Weather Warfare tips.

Supplement with Photos? Free Copy? Large SAE!

SASS MAG No 2 (with hundreds of items)
plus ‘NEW SUPPLEMENT' k
FREE COPY OF BOTH? LARGE SAE AND TWO STAMPS!

SPECIAL AIR-SEA SERVICES (INTERNATIONAL)

St George's Works, St George’s Quay, Lancaster,
Lancashire. Telephone (0524) 64204

10TH (VOLUNTEER) BATTALION,
THE PARACHUTE REGIMENT HOME SERVICE FORCE COMPANY

1. The Home Service Force (HSF) is an integral part of the Territorial Army raised
under the authority of the Reserve Forces Act 1980. The long term aim is 1o produce
aforce of approximately 4500 men capable of defending vital installations throughout
the United Kingdon, thus releasing Regular Army Units for other tasks

2.10 PARA(V) will shortly be required to form a HSF Company. Eligibility to join is
restricted to ex members of The Parachute Regiment Regular or TA Battalions.

3. For further details write to:

The Adjutant, 10th (Volunteer) Battalion, The Parachute Regiment, A Block, Duke

of York's HQ, King’s Road, Chelsea, London SW3 4SD or telephone: 01-930 4466
Ext 338.

ADVENTURE ORR &R
INTHE WEST HIGHLANDS

Why don’t you bring a party or platoon of soldiers to
Tom McClean's Adventure Centre, ex-Para
It can be done at practically no cost

Itis ideally situated on the shoreline of Loch Nevis with plenty of scope
for all outdoor activities. Walking, fishing, canoeing etc. The centre can
be used forR & R

Open all year round it is an opportunity to get your soldiers out of camp
and into the hills.

For brochure apply: Ardintigh, Loch Nevis, Mallaig, West Scotland.
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Telephone 0687/2274

The Top Quality range of personalised printed shirts

T-Shirts ooubie stitched seams
Sweat Shirts British made

Crew, Vee Neck, Hooded & Jog Suits

Sports Shirts

Other Products Ties, Hats,
Lighters, Stickers, Metal &
Sew-on Fabric Badges, Aprons,
Tea Towels & Tote Bags

FREE DESIGN SERVICE
MINIMUM ORDER-ONLY I2

Please send me your fREE colour brochure
& details of your pREE shirt voucher,

Dept S DALE STREET, CRAVEN ARMS, SHROPSHIRE 5Y7 SNY.
TEL. CRAVEN ARMS (05882) 2703 & 2502
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MINIATURE MEDALS
H.M. FORCES BY POST SERVICE
SPECIALISTS
MOTOR - B.F.G. LS&GC/GSM NI £4.85. War/Defence/
UK & LET US S. Atlantic £4.05. Rosette 90p. UN
OVERSEAS GIVE YOU Cyprus £5.40. BEM/Coronation/ Silver
KIT COVER A Jubilee/MSM/MBE £6.00. MM/QMG
i FREE £9.50. Add VAT at 15% + 30p P&P
HOLIDAY QUOTE Mounting Serwcetwr Iu|lland minia-
HORSE COVER tures. Send-SAE for catalogue
IR RSanca Services. to SUPPLYLINE, INGRAM
Ry, Lachill PARADE, ROTHWELL, LEEDS,
Nr. Salisbury. Wilts SP4 8PY YORKS. LS26 ONU
Tel. 0044-980-53431. ; -

SUPPAYUINE—

BRITS ON TOUR

B,
900 FD &7,

BHAPE
BELGILN

1 T-SHIRTS
and
SWEATSHIRTS

2 sopapeo®

2
5
¥ {]

EXE
LIy

g SILK SCREEN E
PRINTED TO YOUR
OWN DESIGN

(min. order 20 shirts)

* Top Quality Shirts E
a * Fast, Efficient Service

* Free Proof Garment

* Free Design Service

* UK/Worldwide Delivery

15/16 Cambria Bridge Road, Swindon SN1 5LH, Wilts.
Telephone: (0793) 695766

[UNION JACK

Quality Axminster Rug

PRy

In national colours. Made in England.
For general domestic wear. Suitable
for anywhere in the home, as rug or
wall hanging. 36" x 54", Will drape

oulside for festive occasions.

S L
(N

£24.95 including packing & postage
(extra postage for overseas)
EXCLUSIVE from R.E. NAYLOR
Dept. 80, 252 Narborough Road,
Leicester LE3 2AP.
Send stamped addressed envelope or
ring 0533 824440 for details.

Beautiful lingerie

Send NOW for your full
colour catalogue. Price £2
(refundable).

Abigail Lingerie

Victorian Arcade
Shrewsbury SY1 1PS

\

Use our free ‘Special Mes-
sage’ service. Cheques or
credit cards accepted. Per- ¢
sonal shoppers welcome. ¢

4
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N EW! WATERPROOF COMBAT SUITS
PURPOSE DESIGNED BY EX-PARAS.
BRITISH DPM CAMOUFLAGE OR IN ° -
" OLIVE-GREEN 4 0Z PROOFED NYLON. g
TOP QUALITY ONLY.
SUCCESSFULLY TESTED IN ALL
ADVERSE WEATHER
CONDITIONS IN NORTHERN &
SOUTHERN HEMISPHERES.

The Jacket: Well proportioned cut with
two breast pockets, one of which in-
corporates a pen or pencil compartment.
Two larger lower pockets. Each of the
four pockets has rain flap held by inner
press studs, opening front with full length
heavy duty zip (non corrosive) elasti-
cated rear waist and lower draw strings,
sleeves fitted with inner storm cuffs. Col-
lar and elasticated hood attached.
The Trousers: Elasticated waist and two
entry trouser pockets. The complete suit
when packed in the pouch provided mea-
sures 12"x7"x 3", The suits are designed
in 3 sizes — Small, Medium and Large.
Guaranteed top quality.
Price: complete suit £35, jacket only
£25, trousers only £11.50.
12}% discount on orders of 10 and over.
Designed by ex-members of the
Jrachute Regiment.

JAMIE WOOD LTD, DEPT SN, CROSS ST, POLEGATE,
SUSSEX. TEL: 03212 3813.

BADGES, PLAQUES AND TIES

We make only the best BLAZER BADGES in fine wires and silks at £8.94 each. Also
attractive WALL PLAQUES at £11.40 and CAR BADGES at £11.16 each. REGI-
MENTAL TIES (striped design) at £3.90 each (RA FLASH £4.B5). Crested designs
£5.30). THESE PRICES INCLUDE VAT AND POSTAGE. Send SAE for Service Price
List

D J Parkinson, HM Services Hand Embroiderers (Dept S), 124 Valley Drive,
Brighton, BN1 5FF. Telephone Brighton (0273) 501213 during mornings only.

ON THE ROAD £2 995 HURRY —
FOR ONLY : LIMITED STOCKS!
?\,\)5 stq::izl FUHD & PEUBEUT Lowést prices!
'~ offers on
FORD DELIVERY POINT: GRAYS OF GUILDFORD
FNANCE  MAIN DEALERS .
. STEREOS
st e
i 2 ZP® SELECTED
REQUEST ° o MODELS

———_—————————————x}—d
NAME AND RANK ...............

For the
best-ever
deal on a brand-
new tax-free car
we offer you
this luxurious
five-door five-speed 1.3 TALBOT HORIZON LS, complete
with: radio, front and rear seat belts, two door-mirrors,

delivery number plates, 6 months UK road tax, etc.

N o
CARS ALSO AVAILABLE FOR USE IN CYPRUS OR UK |

Post coupon today for full details and FREE colour brochure to:

Advanced Car Exports 15 Ciarence Court,
The Broadway, London NW7 4RP. Telephone 01-906 2978
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These brand new Combat Sweaters, or bet-
ter known as ‘Wolly Pully’, are 100% pure
wool and are genuine
Forces  issue  with
epaulettes.

36 1995 42° . 1250
38" . £1085 44" . 21299
407 .. £11.95 46" . 11350
Colours: RAF blue, navy,
olive/khaki

We also have used
sweaters with epaulet-
tes at £5.99, or without at
£4.99; Khaki only — p&p
£1.70

/ﬁr\
L

® New Cammo Wool Sweaters . £12.50
® USA Wool Scull Caps £4.50
® Para T-shirts, SAS T-shirts £4.50
® USA Flashlights ... ... £5.09

SOLDIER MART ........ SOLDIER MART ........

T. Shirt
Sweat
Shirts
Jumpers
Pennants
Sew-on

r Company s own crest
um quantities start fro

For detals and free hrochure contact

A.S. Promotions

Room 32 Lawrence House
555 Lea Bridge Rd, London E10 7EQ
Tel: 01-556 4810

These brand new
nylon FLYING
JACKETS are Auth-
entic USA MA1 with
orange lining, knitted
cuffs and waistband,
colours, sage green or
black, state chest and
height

£42.50 £1.70 p&p

@ USAT/SHIRTS green £3.50
@ USA maroon S/SHIRTS £4.99
@ USA Sunglasses and compasses

@ USA Dog Tags e P i |
@ USA F/paint £1.99

SAY IT WITH
KNICKERS!

Tantalizing Bikini Briefs in Black,
Red or White, gift-wrapped and
sent with a card bearing your own
personal (or very private!)
message.

Send cheque/PO for £4.99 stating
colour, message and destination
o~

M. Mahon, Dept SM,
35 Grimshill Rd,

Whitstable, Kent.

These genuine USA
new M65 4-pocket
Combat Jackets come
in green or cammo
with concealed hood
and brass zip. State
chest and height.

£49.99 + £1.70 p&p

* Mﬁ5used Combat Jacket . . . £23.50
* Italian Combat Jacket £7.50

% NATO Combat Jacket, green £12.99
* British green Parkas . £39.99
* DPM Jackets, new, cotton . £47.50
* DPM Caps, Falklands £12.50
* DPM Caps, new, cotton £5.99
* DPM Jungle Hats, new £7.50
* DPM Arm Bands .. £399
+ DPM W/ Proof £24.50
+« Cammo Net, large .. ....226.50

* DPM Hoods, new, ca'mn‘"m £5.99

* Wellingtons £799
* Sea Sox ., : P = - |
* New '58 Belts £7.50
* MessTins ...... £399 -

* Green Sox, poly . . . £1.20

* Bivi Tents £15.99
* Flying Suits £29.99
* Raincoats £4.45
* Qvercoats £14.50
* Green Towels............ $2.99
* Surt Cases £3.99
* 58 Nylen Cases £2.99
* Wool Gloves £3.50
+* Fishtails £25.50
* Nite Sticks £1.50

* Blue Serge Bells =~ £2.50
* Naval Hammocks £9.99
* PT Shorts £1.50
* ltalian padded knee Trousers £5.50
* British lightweights, new £12.50
* British lightweights, Grade 1 £5.50

* Khaki Shorts / : £9.99
* German Para Trousers £6.99
* [talian Knickerbockers £4.95
* German Parkas £17.50
* |sraeli Parkas £23.50

A T S, 5

“4th Uist Open”’

\
\

' Sea Angling Festival
' 23rd/24th July 1985
: Trophies & Cash Prizes
\ Details and entry forms from:
\

\

}

L]

Competition Member
RARSAC, Balivanich,
Isle of Benbecula,
Western Isles, Scotland

Ll-l-"-l-’-’
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TAKE A BLAKE

Got your ‘85 Blakes
brochure yet? Hundreds of
excitingly different
holiday ideas all
over the UK,
Europe -
and

Come \
Doatmg
with us on the
Norfolk Broads,
English canals and ~
rivers, or the Scottish Lochs 3

Discover France, Holland or ~
Ireland by boat. Or come sailing in Denmark
the Greek Islands or Yugoslavia.

Dry land holidays, too, with over 1,000 hand
picked country
and seaside
cottages,
houses,

chalets and
apartments.

But remem-

\ . o ber: the best
go first. So ring or write foryour brochure today -
Boating in Britain, Boating in Europe or Country &
Seaside Holidays.

Tel: (06053) 2911
9am-5pm every day
or (06053) 3226
(24 hour service).

[ 43
BLAKES

HOLIDAYS

5N

sD21
WROXHAM,
NORWICH NR12 8DH.

| INLLNOY a10 3H1 WOy

JEREMY TENNISWOOD
Intﬂernational Specialist Militaria Dealer

Firearms Antique and modern, for shooters and collectors
Swords Modern dress and collectors of all types

Bayonets World selection, Comprehensive stock. Trade
lines and occasional lists!

Medals British and Commonwealth, full size and miniature.
Regular lists

Medal Ribbon British, Commonwealth and foreign; listed
possibly Britain's most comprehensive!

Cap Badges and Helmet Plates British and Commonwealth,
military, fire and police. Occasional list

Cloth Insignia LIST. Mostly British, some Commonwealth,

28 Gordon Road, Aldershot, Hants
Tel: 0252 319791

MATHEMATICS

Postal tuition to GCE Ordinary
Level Details: Rolfe Associates,
44 Parc Wern Road, Sketty,
Swansea, South Wales SA2 0SF

GU11 IND

Satin basques

® SAS Smocks

® SAS Bergans

® High Leg Boots
@® DMS Shoes

® '58 Sleeping Bags
® '58 Webbing Sets
@ '44 Webbing Sets
@ insoles

® New issue Sox

® Para Smocks DPM

ISAE for Free Catalogue please)

SILVERMAN'S (SM)
MILE END, LONDON E1 4PS
Telephone 01-790 5257
Personal callers Monday-Friday
“Almost Anything in Govt Surplus’
“Britain’s Leading Suppliers of kit to the
Professionals
Maximum/minimum p&p £170

TATTOOING EQUIPMENT
FOR SALE

SEND £4 FOR OUR 76 PAGE
CATALOGUE
TO TATTOO FACTORY,

POBOX 294, 14 HALLT,
HOCKLEY,BIRMINGHAM 18,
ENGLAND.

and waspies - the

sexiest most
feminine way to
dress the woman
in your life

SWEATERS

Lambswool or acrylic
embroidered to your
own design also Tee Shirts
and Sweat Shirts printed
MAIDWISE LTD
Winchester House, Scot Lane,

Doncaster.
Telephone 0302 68821

Style 318)
Semropanye 35
virgin white
pasque with
matching priefs
stockings &

Telephone: (0400) 81492
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Ausal ..  WATERPROOF
oy COMBAT NOTEBOOK
Available from most PRIs or by mail order direct from:

HAWKINS and MANWARING (Dept $27)
Westhorough, Newark, Notts NG23 5HJ

LOther waterproof paper products also available.

" Write or call for!

40 page Colour Catalogue
MFREE lTriEglk Bikini
send on 00
£3.67 each P.&P. HEFUNDABLE
5 for £14.63 REDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

arty Plan.Agents Required

Lady of Paris "
SMALLBROOK QUEENSWAY
BIRMINGHAM BS 4HX
J Lady of Paris Video Tape £29.95

including p&p and VAT
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: . THE NEW 1985 FULL COLOUR M. someone
_% - _ (P00 happy”
& = U NURVIVAL AIDN | | siomwem ve
i, e N y [\ SEND THEM A BEAR!
: \ ;  RrEY A b Just send us £3 and we wil send a smart it
v CATAIOGUE | (===
4 » 4 yotow package Wit & card sayng:
Many new GUARANTEED quality items, all RATHER CUDDLY" _
Survival kits, rucksacks, sleeping bags, Gore- Stwewsbury SY1 12~
Tex bivi bags, winter clothing, Gore-Tex and
windproof DPM jackets, compasses, torches,
binoculars etc, plus details of Britain's leading THE BRITISH ARMY

Send just £1.00 for Catalogue and free year's the organisation, tactics and equipment of
subscription to the quarterly ‘SURVIVAL NEWS' lodays British Army. Essential reading fof

Survival Aids (Dept SL) Limited —ill oo e

P VIV 4 ) PRCE £150 (chdes 0t

Survival School il | POCKET GUIE A
At last - a complete handbook on

combat soldiers. PRICE: £2.00 (includes 50p p&p)

, Penrith, Cumbria CA10 3AZ The only pocket guide that provides
on the and

Telephone 09314 307 /444 e STy o ot e o
Designed to fit the pocket ol a combat jacket.

R &F (Dopt WA, A College Rill, Shrowsbury, $Y1 102,

EMBROIDERED| | ¥ fyf

SWEATERS MILITARY BADGES
Para, SAS, Marines, Special Forces,
lambswool or acrylic Foreign Legion and badges of other

elite units of the world. Anodised
badges of the British Army.

LDgD LIIIB, i Send 40p (stamps accepted) for
Unit 6f, Argyle Industrial illustrated catalogue

r/x Estate. Argyle St South, Mike Lapworth, 109 Reedley Rd
~" BIRKENHEAD, Merseyside Bristol BS9 1BE

051-647-4500

T-Shirts Sweatshirts
Complete Design Screen Printservice .
T-Shirts £3.00  _Sweatshirls £6.00 0% all%,
including artwork, screen and single ¥ a2
colour print (with huge discounts for
quantity). Aiso printed team barrel'bags .
tracksuits/sportshirts manufactured "
and printed in any colour combinations. !
First rate car sticker/self adhesive- [ PP |
vinyl service at unbeatable prices “’laﬁf"r\w"

For i price Bt THE SPECIALIST
hael-ei HM FORCES
contact T-SHIRT PRINTERS
A ONE DESIGNS 55 Brook St., Chester. Tel: Chester (0244) 311028

CLUB SWEATERS

BRITISH MADE

As supplied to regiments, squadrons & ships worldwide.
a':afFULLY INCLUSIVE PRICE LIST - we guarantee the
4 most competitive price.

Specially embroidered with your own design, giving
instant recognition and a real sense of identity.
Choice of ‘Superwash' Lambswool, Shetland & Acrylic
Prices from £5.15 each. Quantity discounts available
-we supply from 1 sweater upwards.

* FREE SWEATER VOUCHER.
[\, SWEATSHIRTS & T-SHIRTS CUSTOM PRINTED
Send for free illustrated brochure to:-

el SPOrts pept. s
EMBLEM HOUSE - CHURCH ST - HECKMONDWIKE - W YORKS WFI6 OLF - TEL 0924 - 404566

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS
Headings For Sale; General: Cars: Caravans; Houses to Let (UK):
Sits Vac; Services: Holidays; Swap Shop, etc.
Cost 5p per word; minimum 10 words: up to 10 words of name,
address and telephone number for 25p.
Bookings must be prepaid and will be accepted on this form only
for insertion in next available issue.
Personal Announcements Birth, Engagement, Marriage and Death
notices: free of charge. Booking to be signed by subject or close
relative,

Conditions

SOLDIER 1) reserves the right lo decline or cancel any advertisement without explanation,
2) accepts no responsibility for printers errors; 3) accepts no liabitity or responsibility
for contents of advertisement

All correspondence to be addressed to: Classified Ads,
SOLDIER, Ordnance Road, Aldershot, Hants. GU11 2DU.

Personal announcements only: | certify that the above announcement refers
to Service/ex-Service personnel and that | am a close relative/that person.

T e e e R R e L TS S

T R e I SO R, .« R L Sl 3 NUMBER OF INSERTIONS REQUIRED ................ :
1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10

11 12 1 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20

If you need more space, please use sheet of plain paper and attach firmly to this form ¢ :

NAME, ADDRESS, TELEPHONE NUMBER
1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10

Sastbii i smnias WORDS AT 5p ;g B T LT s’nd to: CLASSIF!ED Ans' SOLmEn’

NAME, ADDRESS, TEL NO BUpiomm R8s ORDNANCE ROAD, ALDERSHOT,
TOTAL PER INSERTION Rl HANTS, GU11 2DU

CHEQUEPO No ... .; Wi i i il atites

47



Soccer

ARMY GET THE RN BLUES

THERE WAS little cheer for the
Army soccer team when they went
to Portsmouth for first round of the
inter service championship for the
Constantinople Cup.

The Navy came home 2-0 after
a match in which Army players
operated as individuals rather than
a cohesive unit. They chased and
battled all right, but there was no
real pattern to their play and the
number of strikes on goal could be
counted on one hand.

Tragedy came when Staff Ser-
geant Jimmy Slade, APTC, made
a dreadful back pass to Army
’keeper Signalman Lance Nether-
ton, R Sigs, LPT ‘Dutchy’ Holland
was able to intercept the ball, dodge
around Netherton and push the
ball into an empty net. It was a
costly moment of sheer carelessness
and lost concentration.

The Army tried to step up their
game after the interval. From a
free kick, Corporal Sandy Brown,
R. Sigs., the Army skipper,
touched the ball to Guardsman
Rab Sharpe, SG, whose hard
ground shot was just wide.

Play swung untidily from end
to end with far too many infringe-
ments destroying the flow of the
game.

The Army were desperately
unlucky when, from a throw in,
the ball rolled across the face of
the Navy goal with three Army
players scrambling unsuccessfully
1o score.

The Navy's second goal came
right out of the blue. The Army had
just cleared a threatening Navy
attack by booting the ball upfield.
It was collected, almost on the half

" way line, by Corporal Tiv Lowe,

RM, who took two or three paces
and let fly. When the ball dipped
over the startled Netherton and
curled in under the cross-bar, the
Army’s misery was complete.

Pentathlon

L/Cpl Geraint Edwards tries to smother a Naval clearance. Pte
David Richardson, (No 9) looks as if he's remembered something

Second Place in Egypt

In Cyprus on the way back from Egypt, 2/Lt Dommlc Mahoney (right]

and team mate L/Cpl Tim Haddon keep in trim

Signals Triumph

TWO goals in as many minutes,
just when The Parachute Regiment
Depot threatened to retrieve the
game, clinched a well deserved
victory for 233 Signal Squadron
in the final of the Army Minor
Units soccer competition for the
York and Lancaster Cup.
Sergeant Eddie Small beat a de-
fender and then dribbled around
the advancing goalkeeper before
shooting into the empty Para net.
Then Staff Sergeant Jimmy Boyd,
skipper of the Lisburn based
Signals unit, centred for Corporal
Mike Honeyman to head on to
Staff Sergeant Scotty McDougall

“who nodded the ball into the roof

of the goal.
48

The two goals were decisive in
smothering a Para revival which
saw Corporal ‘Scouse’ Scott netting
the Aldershot team’s only score
and Sergeant Tam Mooney almost
grabbing a second.

The Signalmen went ahead in
the 33rd minute when Eddie Small
slipped the ball to Corporal Colin
Luckman who split the defence
with his forward pass to Honey-
man. Honeyman made no mistake
with the shot.

It was 2-0 just after an hour’s
play when McDougall kicked a
long clearance backwards over his
own head. The Para "keeper could
only get a partial touch on the ball
on its way to the back of the net.

COMBINED Services lost their
second Kentish Cup match of the
season when they went down 1—0
to a very talented Belgian Armed
Forces soccer team which con-
tained six “B” internationals.

As usual, the British side rose to
the occasion and contested every
ball of a most entertaining match.

Belgium went into the lead in
the first half with a goal from Thans
(RFCLiege)and, although Combined
Services pressed hard and dominated
much of the second period, they could
not equalise.

Corporal Tiv Lowe, Royal
Marines, was the home side’s man
of the match — an hénour he
shared with the Belgian Thans.

SECOND LIEUTENANT Domi-
nic Mahoney, of The Life Guards,
gave further promise of an out-
standing athletic career when he
helped the British team to second
place behind the Bulgarians at the
6th International Modern Pen-
tathlon held in Cairo.

Last year he came 6th in the
world junior championships held
in Bucharest. This year in Egypt
he came fourth after three very
experienced Bulgarians.

Mahoney, who is 19 and the
current British under 20 Epee
and Army champion, came first in
the final event, the run, and fin-
ished a fine second in the fencing.

The British team for this event
consisted entirely of Army athletes.
Sergeant Peter Whiteside, REME,
a prominent ‘pentathlete for a
number of years (he was selected
for the Moscow Olympics and
narrowly missed Los Angeles)
finished 8th overall in Cairo despite
a heavy chest infection.

Lance Corporal Tim Haddon,
13th/18th Royal Hussars, the third
member of the team, also suffered
from the-combined effects of a
chest infection and dust. His 12th
position was a little disappointing
as his swimming and running times
were below his best.

The vice pres1dcnt of the in-
ternational governing body, at- -
tending the Cairo competition as
an observer, conferred upon it the
status of a full “A” international.
That meant all competitors scoring
4,500 points or more had reached
the minimum standard required
to qualify for the World champion-
ships and Olympic Games. All the
British team achieved the standard.
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ARMY’S
DOUBLE

GLORY

THIS year’s Inter Service Team
and Individual Judo Champion-
ships were hosted by the RAF at
West Drayton and although the
Army had held the ‘A’ Team
Trophy since its inauguration in
1969 they were keen to collect the
‘B’ Cup which the RN had won
last year.

The ‘B’ team, all KYU grade
competitors, was the first to be
contested and the Army proved to
be too good for both the other
Services and won 4-3 against the
RN and 5-2 against the RAF.

The ‘A’ Team Competition
which is open to any grade of
competitor was decisively won by
the Army who defeated both the
Royal Navy and the Royal Air
Force by seven wins to nil. Both
trophies are now safely in Army
hands.

On the following day the
Individual Championships were
contested and the Army took severt
of the eight gold medals plus five
silver and seven bronze medals.

In the Army Open Individual
Judo Championships a record 125
competitors assembled at the
UKLF School of P&RT in
Bulford to contest the 11 titles and
it proved to be a very busy day.

Corporal Stuart Travis, (see
adjoining story) again proved to
be too classy for his opponents.

It was good to see Corporal
Kubath (Depot Para) and Gunner
Barnes (25 Fd Regt) in good
fighting form and a special mention
must go to Craftsman Morton
(SEME) for not only winning his
weight category but also for
winning the Open ‘A’ title against
a much bigger and stronger
opponent,

RESULTS

RUGBY

Inter-Services Championship:
Army 12, RAF 15.

Major Units Final: 7TRHA 7, | RRW
6.

Minor Units UK Finak 24 Field
Squadron, RE, 13; King’s Division
Deport, 6.

Army Colts 9, Royal Navy Colts 3;
Army Colts 48, Birkenhead Park Colts
0.

SOCCER

Inter-Services Championship (Con-
stantinople Cup): Royal Navy 2,
Army 0.

Minor Units Cup Final: 233 Signal
Squadron 4, Depot Para 1.

Inter Services Youth Champion-

* ship: Army 4, Royal Navy 2.

English Fire Services 2, Army 1.

JUDO PIONEERS

Getting down to it. Corporal Travis coaches members of 23 Group's
young squad

THE YOUNG, largely novice judo
squad members of 23 Group, Royal
Pioneers, have been énjoying a
remarkable run of success since
the beginning of the year.

They won the South East
District novices team champion-
ships and produced an unprece-
dented all RPC final in the UK
novices team championship. While
in the UK Open Championships
they scored a further three gold
medals, one silver and three
bronze.

Squad manager Captain Chris
Johnston has no doubt what lies
behind this success: “Corporal
Stuart Travis has used all his years
of experience to very good effect.
He assists me in coaching and has
developed a group of fit but very
inexperiericed young men into a
force to be reckoned with.”

Corporal Travis, who is married
with two children and comes from
Hull, doesn’t limit his judo

activities to coaching. In the Army
Open Individual Championships
he collected gold medals for the
86-95 kilo competition and the
Open ‘B’ (over 71 kilo) event.

As a result he went on to
represent the Army in the inter
services championships where he
made a major contribution to the
Army’s victory in the team
competition as well as winning gold
medals in the individual open and
under 95 kilo class.

It was a good performance but
something not unexpected from a
man who is a current member of
the British National Squad, an
Olympic reserve twice and a
Fourth Dan.

Corporal Travis summed up 23
Group’s performance as a collec-
tion effort. “It is all down to the
lads really,” he said. “They work
very hard and learn quickly. I look
forward to great things from them
in the future.”

REMEFOR
USRUGBY
TOUR

THE United States of America is
not a country you would normally
associate with the game of rugby,
but that is not a thought to deter
the Royal Electrical and Mechani-
cal Engineers.

In May REME’s two rugby

. squads from the UK and BAOR

will combine for a short buit busy
tour of Gridiron country. They
plan to play 11 matches in 12 days.

American rugby is something
of a fledgling sport, kept alive
mainly by expatriates and US
servicemen who learnt about the
game in duty tours of Europe. The
standard varies but there are
evidently some teams capable of
giving anyone a good game.

At this stage the programme is
still to be finalised. It will probably
include fixtures against US Army
teams, and against civilian sides in
Baltimore and Pennsylvania. With
luck the grand finale will be a match
with one of the better American
sides, Washington Irish, in the
national capital.

But to start REME will hold its
annual UK v BAOR fixtures on
American soil and hopefully inspire
interest among the natives.

The tour arose from an idea by
Colonel Geoffery Slater, the
Commandant of the School of
Electronic Engineering at Arbor-
field. It was brought to fruition by
the visit last year of General
William Potts of the US Ordnance
Corps.

Tour manager, Captain Andy
Morgan, has been working hard
on the project for several months.
Cost is an important factor
especially in view of the pound’s
vanishing act in the face of the
dollar. ;

HOCKEY

Cambridge Univ 0 Army 2.
Inter Services Championship:
Army 1, Royal Navy 0. Army 3, Royal
Air Force 3.

SQUASH

TA O, Army ‘A’ 5. TA names first.
2Lt David Williamson lost to Cpl Tom
Pollard 9-7, 6-9, 1-9, 3-9. O/Cdt
Richard Openshaw lost to Maj Nick
Coombe, 9-3,3-9, 9-7, 1-9. Tpr Robert
Finlayson lost to S/Sgt Colin Evans
8-10,5-9,2-9. Dvr Angus Bartaby lost
to Capt Paul Rigg 3-9, 9-4, 9-7, 3-9,
1-9. Maj John Duff lost to Musn Paul
Waymont 6-9, 5-9, 9-7, 9-7, 4-9.

TA 3, Sandhurst 2. TA names first,
2Lt David Williamson beat Maj James
Dewar 9-5, 3-9, 9-0, 1-9, 9-3. O/Cdt
Richard Openshaw beat Lt Col Ted
Champion 9-7, 9-8, 7-9, 9-4. Tpr
Robert Finlayson lost to Sgt Neil

Mabbort 9-10, 7-9, 7-9. Dvr Angus
Bartaby lost to Capt Chris Sexton 1-9,
6-9, 5-9. Maj John Duff beat Capt
Andrew Bellamy 9-3, 9-7, 7-9, 9-3.

BADMINTON

Army Championships:

Men’s Singles: Capt Roger Green,
RAMUC, beat Cpl Chris Fetherston,
REME, 15-11, 15-2.

Women’s Singles: Col Vida Walkerr
beat Cpl Liz Bancroft 11-8,8-11, 11-4.
Men’s Open Doubles: Capt Roger
Green and WOI Bill Sheldrake, RA,
beat WO1 Mick Feehily, RAMC, and
Cpl Chris Fetherston 15-11, 15-6,
Women’s Doubles; Pte Karen Dyer
and Pte Lynn Hebdon beat Sgt Shirley
Bowden and Pte Karen Curwen, 15-12,
15-7.

Mixed Doubles: Capt Roger Green
and Sgt Shirley Bowden beat Cpl
Adrian Quilley, RAPC, and Pte Sue
Westley 12-15, 15-2, 15-6.

Inter Unit Men’s Doubles: Lt John
Rafell and WO1 Mick Feehily (RAMC
Training Centre) beat Cpl Steve Cryans
and L/Cpl Jim Hewitt (SEME,
Bordon).

Junior Singles: Junior Gunner Simon
White beat L/Cpl Rathbone 15-5, 15-2.
Junior Inter-Unit Doubles: L/Cpl
Rathbone and Jnr Tpr Buisson (Junior
Leaders Regt, RAC) beat AT Roson”
and AT Milne (Princess Marina
College, Arborfield) 15-6, 15-5.

CROSS COUNTRY
Inter Services Championships, at
Blackdown.

Seniors (6.3 miles): 1 Lt C Robison,
RN, 34.34;2 Cpl S Jones, RAF, 34.36;
3 Flt Lt R Hackney, RAF, 35.16. Team
results: 1 RAF 27 pts; 2 Army 79 pts; 3
Royal Navy 90 pts.

Women (3 miles): Cpl M Smith,
WRAC, 18.48; 2 Sgt L Higgs, WRAC,
18.53; 3 PO WREN S Robinson, RN,
19.07.
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WITH victory by one point in the
Army major unit’s Rugby final,
7th Regiment Royal Horse Artil-
lery from Aldershot have become
the first Gunner unit to win the
trophy. .

7 RHA beat 1st Battalion, The
Royal Regiment of Wales, from
Lemgo, 7-6 at the Aldershot
Military Stadium in a tough,
closely contested final which

produced some good rugby despite .

the dank conditions.

I RRW, who qualified by
beating the Welsh Guards 16-10
in the BAOR final, pressed from
the kick off. But 7 RHA were the
first to score when their full back,
Lance Bombardier King kicked a
penalty from about 30 yards.

Fifteen minutes later a smart
heel by 1 RRW just inside their
own half saw the ball travel quickly
to Lieutenant Steve Beattie on the
left wing who dummied round the

Gunners’ full back and scored
between the posts. Private Peter
James had no trouble with the
conversion.

The score remained unchanged,
with the Welsh leading 6-3, until
the interval. Both sides were trying
to move the ball about but the 7
RHA pack was beginning to give
the appearance of dominance.

In the second half 1 RRW
pressed very hard in the opening
minutes but 7 RHA beat them
back. Then, after nearly quarter
of an hour, the Gunners were
awarded a penalty five yards from
the Welsh line. Scrum half,
Gunner Andy Vickary, scooped
up the ball and got it to the 7
R%IA captain, Sergeant Martin
Lewis, who dived over for a try
half way between the posts and
the corner.

King missed the conversion and
later on two further penalties.

i

Badminton

Despite high hopes and a men’s
competition which remained in the
balance until the final day, there
was no breaking the RAF’s hold
on inter services badminton when
the annual championships were
held at RAF Halton.

The Army men went down 5-8
to the host service, but that result
was not a completely true indica-
tion of the closeness of the
competition.

Captain Roger Green, RAMC,
once again tonk the men’s singles
but the Royal Navy produced, in
Sub Lieutenant Dave Berry, a
very promising newcomer who
came dangerously near to causing
an upset.

There was more success for
Captain Green in  the men’s
doubles when he and Corporal
Chris Fetherston, REME, suc-
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RAF Hold
Unbroken

ceeded in winning the men’s trophy
for the Army.

In the mixed doubles Warrant
Officer 1 Mick Feehily, RAMC,
had the misfortune to pull a calf
muscle which meant that he and
his partner, Private Lynn Hebdon,
had to retire from the final, leaving
the RAF with victory by default.

Private Hebdon and her partner
in the women’s doubles, Private
Karen Dyer, are both relatively
recent recruits to the WRAC, and
exciting prospects for the future.
Although they lost against more
experienced players in the inter
services championship, they put
up a good fight and impressed those
who watched them play.

BUT ARMY XV WAIT

THE ARMY hopes of winning
the Inter-Service Rugby
Union tournament took a
severe knock at Twickenham
when they were beaten 15-12
by the Royal Air Force, who
began as strong favourites
yet clinched victory only in
the dying minutes.

This left the disconsolate
Army squad crossing fingers
before the remaining match
in which RAF meet the Royal
Navy...and it will require a
sterling performance by the
Senior Service if they are to

.win- against the odds and

leave each side with one
‘victory.

One consolation for the Army

Motor Cycling

in a not very inspiring
match against the RAF was
kicking of fly half Steele, who
succeeded with four or six
penalty kicks at goal to leave
himself as scorer of all the
Army points.

Unfortunately Steele and his
colleagues hardly ever got
going behind the pack and
good handling moments were
hard to recall.

Perhaps the Army were too
wary of their rivals potential
match-winner, England and
Combined Services star
winger Underwood — but he,
like his Army opposites, was
given little chance to run
with the ball.

There’s

No Beating Buckley

ONCE AGAIN Corporal Bill
Buckley, from 1 Armoured Divi-
sion Transport Regiment, RCT,
proved too good for,the rest of the
field when the British Army Motor
cycle championship for 1985 was
held at Bordon.

He dropped only 30 points on
the four competition stages which
were run over a weekend and
involved riding 136 miles through
120 observed sections.

Second to the Army champion
came another member of 1 Div
Transport Regiment and another
well known figure in Army motor
cycling, Staff Sergeant Gwyn
Barraclough, who lost 49 points.

These two, together with the
3rd place winner in the individual
event — Lance Corporal Graham
Gorse, School of Electrical and
Mechanical Engineering, Bordon
— formed the British team which
beat three riders from the Swedish
Army who were over in Bordon
for the annual match between the
armies.

The custom is always for the
visitors to ride machines provided
by the host country. So the Swedes
had to make do with the British
Army’s Canam, an unfamiliar and
unpopular bike for most of them.

The British win closed the gap
to just one match in the balance
sheet of results since the fixture
was established in the mid 1950s.
Sweden has now won 14 matches
and Britain 13.

There was a total of 172 entries
for the two day event which as
Exercise Hardride is recognised
as a military training exercise. It
was rare, commented Captain Paul
Allen, the secretary of the Army
Motor Cycling Association, for so

many troops to give up a weekend
voluntarily for military training.

All but a handful of the bikes in
the competition were Canams, the
Army’s standard motor cycle
which is soon to be replaced by
the new Armstrong.

A great deal of interest at these
competitions is always centred on
the most spirited performance
award — the result of assessment
by observers around the course.

This year’s winner was Driver
White of 27 Regiment, RCT, from
South Cerney.

RESULTS

Army Champion (Norton Trophy):
1 Corporal Bill Buckley, 1 Armoured
Div Transport Regt down 30 points. 2
S/8gt Gwyn Barraclough, | Armoured
Div Transport Regts, 49 prs. 3 L/Cpl
Graham Gorse, SEME, 53 pts.

Best Novice: Dvr Bancroft, 8 Regts,
RCT, 138 pts. Best TA Rider: $/Sgt
Nicholson, 118 Recovery Company,
REME (V), Northants, 252 pts. Best
Regular Army Private (SOLDIER
Magazine Shield): Cfn Bull, SEME,
67 pts. Most Spirited Performance:
Dvr White, 27 Regt, RCT, 460 pts.
Army Competition Machines: | Spr
Glover, 39 Engineer Regt, RE, 15 pts
(the best score in the competition),
Team Event (Gort Trophy): |
1 Armoured Div Transport Regt, 132
pts. 2 SEME, Bordon, 189 pts. 3 Royal
Marines, Poole, 455 pts. .
Anglo-Swedish Cup: British Army
194 pts, Swedish Army 263 pts.

Driver Darren Clover of 1
Armoured Division Transport
Regiment, RCT, stationed in
Germany, negotiates his Canam
round the course at the Army
Motor Cycling championship at
Bordon. Picture: LES WIGGS










