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FRONT COVER: A jet of Britain’s
unique Harrier Force takes off froma
road during Exercise Hill Foil held in
Germany. Among the men who make
the operations possible are the “‘Tin

Kickers” of 38 Engineer Regiment.
THE MAGAZINE OF THE BRITISH ARMY

Their story begins on Page 23.
Picture: Mike Perrin = 2 . .
8 incorporating the Territorial Army magazine

TO SET

| : A Challenger shows its paces at Bov
2 i Battle Day while in MoD the Army’s strength
is under review. See Page 14 for ‘The Road

to 1995'.
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LETTERS

Write to:
SOLDIER,

Aldershot,

Ordnance Road,

Hants GU11 2DU.

Wolds Waggoners, circa 1990 .

® 1st Battalion, The Man-
chester Regiment Malayan
Veterans: Reunion ball will be
held at the New Century Ballroom,
CIS Building, Manchester, on
Friday September 21, starting at
1930. Details from Mr W
Dransfield, 7 Arlies Street,
Ashton-under-Lyne, Manchester
OL6 9QWw.

@® 209 RCZ Workshop REME
(V): Reunion dinner dance, Valley
Lodge Hotel, Wilmslow, Manches-
ter, September 29.

® 67 (Suffolk) Medium Regt
RA (NW Europe 1944-50):
Reunion at Victoria Hotel, 27
Latimer Road, Eastbourne,
September 15. WO1 (RSM) R
Schmidlin please make contact.
Details from D A Knight, 18 Icough
Court, Blackheath SE3 8UD (tel:
081-858 3747).

® ULOTC Regimental Asso-
ciation: Annual dinner will be
held in the Officers’ Mess, Handel
Street, London WC1, Friday
November 2. Details from ULOTC
Regimental Association,
FREEPOST WC 5227, London
WC1N 1BR (no stamp required).

@ Robert Beattie RA, 1943-45:
Information for a family history
sought on Robert Beattie, who
served with RA (Heavy Anti-
Aircraft) in India. Please contact
Mrs R Barham, 74 Bell Lane,
Blackwater, Camberley, Surrey
GU17 0JX.

@ Sgt Barry Dutch, last known
address Reading, sought by
sister, Miss Hester Dutch, 17
Leeder Close, Holbrooks, Coven-
try CV6 4EB.
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.. the Motor Cycle Display Team in great demand for galaé, fetes and open days in the North East

Waggoners’

wheels

I READ with interest the letter
(July 9) from Mr T Wilson
regarding the Wolds Wag-
goners.

The Waggoners have a
historical connection with 217
(Yorkshire) Squadron RCT
(V), which forms part of 150
(N) Transport Regt RCT (V),
by virtue of the Regimental
Motor Cycle Display Team that
rides under the name of the
Wolds Waggoners.

Comprising all TA volun-
teers, the team is in great
demand in the North East of
England at galas, fetes, open
days and the like, and it may
interest other SOLDIER read-
ers that the Wolds Waggoners,

Bridge

I MUST have missed that “first
Bailey Bridge in Europe”
(Letters, July 9) but crossed
one the other day over the
River Eden at Langwathby,
outside Penrith in Cumbria.
Driving slowly over one of
these bridges is pure nostalgia
and takes you right back to
wartime. It made me wonder
just how many Bailey Bridges
are still in use around the

while they may have faded in
the memory of the nation, are
flourishing in the Regiment and
particularly so in 217 Sqgn
today.

The horse has been super-
seded by the Armstrong motor
cycle but the team goes from
strength to strength and holds
many trophies, the prized
possession  being the Army
Motor Cycle Championship
Cup. — Maj K O’Sullivan, 217
(Yorkshire) Sqn RCT (V),
Churchill Barracks, Leeds.

® Miss Kathieen M Potts, of
Guiseley, Leeds wrote on the
same topic, describing the various
memorials to the East Riding
Waggoners in Sledmere.

HOW could this Government
even think of cutting our
Armed Forces? Haven't we
learned enough from two world
wars about the value of being
prepared?

Since the Second World War
we have had Palestine, Aden,
Malaya, Suez, Korea and the
Falklands, to name a few. The
world now seems more aggres-
sive than ever.

Apart from this, the re-
housing of Service families has
to be considered.

If you ask any old soldier he
will say he has heard it all
before (“‘A land fit for heroes to
live in”). — F H Jennings,
Great Barr, Birmingham.

of nostalgia

country. On the same page was
a fascinating sniff of the past.
Of our five senses, smell is the
one to evoke an instant
flashback.

May I add a few of my own to
Peter Fowle’s list:

® Coke fumes from our
primary school heating system

@ Chlorine in the command
swimming baths

® A troopship’s engine room

@ Mile upon mile of orange
blossom in Palestine

@ A certain street in Cairo

® ... and Egyptian
cigarettes

@® A Sicilian almond grove
before the fireworks started

@® Hot fresh bread made
from chestnut flour.

I am sure there will be many
more from other theatres. —
Geordie Taylor, Aldershot.

Gurkh a Congratulations to Sgt Te| Bahadur Pun, of Queen

Elizabeth Barracks, Church Crookham, who wins the £50
first prize for HOAY Competition No 491. Runners-up are Mr
H Gault, of Great Yarmouth, Norfolk, and Mrs G Holt, of
Banbury, Oxon, who receive book prizes.

Keeping
in step
with
history

I AM researching instruments
used by the Army to ensure
that the length and pace of
steps in marching should be
uniform.

Items such as plummets,
drums, metronomes and so on
spring to mind and can be
dated fairly accurately as to first
use but I can find no reference
to the use of pace-sticks before
the official drill book of 1877.

It was first throught that the
pace-stick evolved from a
measure used by gunners to
space their pieces correctly on
the gunline but this is
repudiated by the Royal
Artillery Institution.

Can readers help? When was
the pace-stick first used in the
British Army?

Quite a few military innova-
tions came to us from the
Prussian Army but apparently
no such instrument was used
there and I do not know for
sure whether it was used in any
other country.

Incidentally, I am grateful to
readers for letting me know
that the mysterious medal
ribbon sold by Arab street
vendors in 1945-46 as the
“Allies’ Victory Medal” was, in
fact, a copy of the Second
World War United States
Victory Medal! - James
Cramer, 7 Invergordon Road,
Drayton, Portsmouth, Hants,

*“‘I was much in favour of slimming down the top brass until |
found out they were starting at the rank of major . . ."”

Sweet music!

I AM writing a book broadly
based on my life and
experiences as a Boy, and
Drum Major in the Guards.
As I approach the part of my
script which recalls the odd
(but likeable) traits associated
with directors of music, 1
wonder if any of your readers
can recall instances from their
own encounters with these
gentlemen, which may make
useful additions? The more I
remember, the more it amuses!
I remember Sam Rhodes of
the Scots Guards, resplendent

What about us?

I AGREE that a medal should
have been awarded for Suez —
but what about all the other
campaigns where medals were
not given?

I served with the 5th Indian
Division throughout the Erit-
rean, Ethiopian and Abyssinian
campaigns in conditions far
worse than the Suez Canal.
Temperatures were well into
the 100s in mountainous
country where the only
transport was mules and ammo

was humped. At a guess I
would say our casualties were
double those of the Falklands
and Suez combined during the
12 months we were in action
there.

No medal came our way —
not even a Bar to the Arica Star,
which was awarded for the
Desert Campaign. Likewise
there were medals or bars
awarded for Crete or Greece. —
Charlie Gay, ex-Worcester-
shire Regt, Worcester.

in his uniform as a lieutenant-
colonel, and wielding a baton
which would have graced any
balustrade, suddenly stalking
across the band playing in the
Buckingham Palace forecourt,
and shouting in a broad
Rochdale accent to a trembling
tuba player, “E flat, you
darned fool!”

All Grenadier musicians will
remember the beatific smile on
Fred Harris’s face during
Humperdinck’s Hansel and
Gretel and his cries of “A
quartet of horns, the most
beautiful sound in the world!”
(He celebrates his 90th birth-
day this year.)

How about “Jigs” Jaeger and
his secret sucking of sweeties
while conducting the Irish
Guards band - depositing the
discarded wrappers in the bell
of the nearest euphonium?

I used to gaze in wonder at
Maj Statham (Arnold Steck)
and his pirouettes on tiptoe,
while he conducted the band of
the Welsh Guards through the
upper registers.

Some directors I met in their
previous lives of course, when
they were bandmasters.

Trevor Sharpe of the
Coldstream Guards made a

great impression while Band-
master of the Buffs and acting
as adjudicator of my annual
Battalion Champion Bugler’s
competition. I well remember
the look of dismay on the face
of our resident “Gabriel” when
his three-year unbroken record
was shattered, as Bandmaster
Sharpe declared “The bugle
must move’em, not lull them to
sleep!” and promptly awarded
that year’s championship to our
most strident and brassy bugler
(previously a non-starter).

And so the list grows, as it
always does when [ start
looking back over the years
with my fingers poised over my
typewriter keys.

Come on you old Bandsmen
reading this, how about writing
to me with one or two incidents
you can recall?

Yes — you, the old Argyll and
Sutherland Highlander at the
bar — can you remember when
Jimmy Howe was your band-
master before taking up the
director’s baton with the Scots
Guards? Tell me about it! —
Rod Baker (former Drum
Major, Gren Gds), 8 Church
Lane, Gomersal, Cleck-
heaton, West Yorkshire BD19
4QQ.
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35 Service
men held

AS SOLDIER went to press, negotiations
were under way for the release of 35
British Servicemen being held in Baghdad
following the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait.

The Servicemen, who had been in
Kuwait in an advisory and training
capacity, were taken to Baghdad with 11
American oil workers. They were said to
be well and staying in a hotel “in
temporary custody”.

Top Brass
see BFG

THE MOST senior officers of the British
and German forces have made a joint visit to
British Forces Germany.

Chief of the Defence Staff, Marshal of the
Royal Air Force Sir David Craig, and
Inspector of the Bundeswehr, Admiral
Dieter Wellershoff, called first at JHQ for
briefings and the following day travelled to
the Soltau-Liineberg Area to watch an
exercise.

The two senior officers were greeted at
JHQ by the Commanders in Chief BAOR
and RAFG, General Sir Peter Inge and Air
Marshal Sir Roger Palin. The briefings
covered NORTHAG and TWOATAF
matters as well as solely British matters.

Moving to Soltau by helicopter, the
visitors were escorted by Commander 1
(BR) Corps, Lt Gen Sir Charles Guthrie,
given a further briefing by Corps COS
Brigadier Mike Walker and met Brig Patrick
Cordingley, Commander 7 Armoured
Brigade, who is responsible for Soltau.

NEWSLINE

THE SCOTLAND Squad taking part
in Combat 90, a television knockout
competition, was selected by the 1st
Battalion, The Argyll and Sutherland
Highlanders, currently stationed in
Minden, BAOR. They will by vying for
the title against The Royal Regiment of
Fusiliers (England), The Royal Welch
Fusiliers (Wales) and the Irish Guards

ARGYLLS AND TWO GIRLS COMBAT READY

(Northern Ireland). The competition,
which has a growing following and tests
initiative, physical fitness, infantry
skills, leadership and team work, runs
until September 12.

The Scotland Squad comprises ten
soldiers from A and SH, and two
Scottish WRAC soldiers, LCpl Sharon
McCormick and Cpl Jackie Gilchrist.

NETWORK FAR EAST

ARMY and Navy recovery teams worked
side by side when Hong Kong’s Mass

Transit Railway, the local suburban
network, decided to test emergency
procedures.

The teams, one from 50 Hong Kong
Workshop, REME, and the other from the
Naval Dockyard at HMS Tamar, were given
the task of righting an overturned shunting
locomotive and setting it back on the rails.

Getting the crane in the correct position to
lift nearly its maximum load proved a bit of
a problem in the limited space, and nearly
three hours of sweltering labour under a
very hot sun were needed to get the job
done.

9-foot long memory

MA]J GEN Tony Crowfoot, GOC North
West District, has unveiled a nine-foot
obelisk at Chester’s Saighton Army Camp to
mark its new medical role.

Thousands of soldiers will recall the
wooden hutted camp which, until about
four years ago, had been home for numerous
infantry battalions.

They are now housed in the showpiece
Dale Camp in the city.

The obelisk features badges of the
RAMC, RADC and QARANC on its base.

It marks the completion of an extensive
renovation converting the camp to a medical
services field training centre.

Camp Commandant, Brig Bryn Francis,
was presented with a tree by the PSA to
mark his appointment as the RAMC’s
Representative Colonel Commandant.

Books of Remembrance

A ROYAL Army Veterinary Corps officer
who did much to promote the Corps’ history
has had a library named after him.

At the time of his death last December, Lt
Col Bryan Forgrave was Co-ordinating
Officer, Headquarters Directorate of Army
Veterinary and Remount Services, in
Aldershot. He was preparing a definitive
history of the Corps, following earlier
publication of a condensed version. Now the
office he used has been converted into a
library.

His widow, Mrs Gloria Forgrave,
unveiled a commemorative wall tablet and
presented the Corps with a painting by
Christopher Morley. Among those present
was Col Forgrave’s younger son, Martyn,
who is serving with the Cheshire Regiment.
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NEWSLINE

IT WAS a bit infra dig, really. When
Ministry of Defence trotted out the
new Challenger Armoured Repair and
Recovery Vehicle for the press at
Aldershot it covered the ground for a
few hundred yards then conked out
with a broken drive shaft. In the end it

Girl cops
book CO

A STYLISH VIP arrival by helicopter was
somewhat marred when a parking ticket was
slapped on the aircraft’s windscreen!

It happened when Lt Col Andrew de
Lukacs Lessner, CO of 4th (V) Battalion,
The Royal Regiment of Wales, visited B
Company (Neath) on exercise in the USA.

They were attached to 153rd Infantry
Battalion of the US National Guard, based
in Arkansas.

During their final two days R and R on
the Buffalo River the CO dropped in, but,
within five minutes of his landing, a patrol
car drew up and two women police officers
made out the ticket because the helicopter
was parked in an out-of-bounds area.

The CO joked: “Am I about to be
arrested as well?”

It is believed that any fine imposed will be
met by the National Guard.

Capt Simon Lewis, 4 RRW unit Press
officer, said the area was designated a
wildlife sanctuary, which had been
disrupted by a previous helicopter crash —
hence the policewomen’s vigilance.

During Exercise Rattlesnake, the 150
soldiers from Llanelli, Swansea, Neath and
Bridgend had found conditions rather
different from Sennybridge. The tempera-
tures did not drop below 90 degrees, and
snakes, scorpions and spiders plagued them.
But training was varied and exciting.

was towed off the road by a mature
Centurion and then back to the
workshops. Vickers Defence Systems
the makers, were not too put out. The
62-ton vehicle that broke down was a
workhorse with nearly 3,000 miles on
the clock and was due for a complete

overhaul in any case. Vickers Defence
Systems regard the production model
as the finest of its type and have
orders for 80 of them. For the record
the official Army initials are CRARRV
(ChallengeR Armoured Repair and
Recovery Vehicle).

HRH HARD HAT!

HIGHLIGHT of the Royal
Monmouthshire Royal En-
gineers (Militia) annual
training camp near
Weymouth was a visit by
their Honorary Colonel,
the Duke of Gloucester,
who presented them with
various awards.

Later the Duke got into
the swing of things by
trying out a motorcycle,
operating a Light Wheel
Tractor and firing on the
range. Escorting him is
S$Sgt Peter Troke.

Picture by Terry Champion



Medics
on safari

Sheffield-based Territorial Army medics
present a special elephant cake to
senior keeper Neil Spooner at
Chester Zoo to mark their visit. The
.-\ 212 Field Hospital medics, (from left)
Capt Paul Ryan, Capt Janet
Cocking, Maj Marion Young and
Capt Richard Vincent, were
entertained at the zoo while they s
were on their annual camp.

Who’s your
little friend?

When WO2 Shane Marriot from Bamsley's
newly-formed D Coy, 8th (Yorkshire) Bn, The Light
Infantry represents UKLF in the famous Nijmegen
marches, he will be carrying a little pal, parrot-
fashion, on his pack.

Perched up there for the 100-mile
hike will be Sam, mascot of the
Barnsley Chronicle where Shane
works. Also involved in the
Nijmegen event is Cpl lan Spence
of D Coy, 8 LI.

Father Steve Alker, a
Roman Catholic chaplain
serving with 1st Armoured
Division at Verden, West
Germany, is off to Australia
for four months, courtesy of
an exchange postings pro-
gramme for military clergy
from Commonwealth
countries.

Father Steve, who has
never been Down Under, will
be swapping jobs with Father
Creig Flynn at the Aust-
ralian  Army  Apprentice
School in Bonegilo, Victoria.

And with a bit of luck he
hopes to do some diving on
the Great Barrier Reef.

A soldier member of the Verden combat
club gets some first-hand tuition from
Brian McCarthy, one of the world's
leading exponents of the Japanese
warrior art of Ninjutsu. More than 100
Servicemen attended a weekend course
staged by Brian at Verden, headquarters
of the 1st Armoured Division.

Pte Gerard

Well
Powdrell has SPOken
just passed

out of the Light Division Depot at
Winchester having scored 94 per cent
in his colloquial German exam. It is a
feat which should stand him in good
stead in Paderborn, West Germany,
where he will be joining the 3rd
Battalion, The Light Infantry.

Ordérly

¥ Lining up ' *
* for their Iot. * Explaining the finer
i x awards * points of bridge-building [
x are members of the General 4 to an SSVC film team is Transport is never a problem to the Rev
| > Officer Commanding’s staff at * Cpl Jim Reid of 9 Charles McCartney, chaplain with 26
Z Western District headquarters. Troop, 42 Field Squad- Engineer Regiment at Iserlohn, West
{ * They were presented by Maj * ron, 35 Engineer Germany. His previous experience as a
. ¥ Gen Peter Bonnet (centre) * Regiment. The troop vehicle and driving examiner means he
¥ with certificates for serving “with % constructed an eight- can turn his hand to most things on the
* distinction” on Operation »* bay double storey Sgt Jim Beeley (left) pauses for a family road.
| % Orderly when the Army took L medium girder bridge photo with his son Andy. Jim is serving with 1 Which is just as well when he returned
x over during the national ’ - : over the River Emmer Wessex and Andy is a private with 219 Field from four weeks at RMA Sandhurst to find
x ambulance dispute. * Thirty-five German Army reservists from Backnang near Stuttgart stayed for the benefit of the Hospital. The two reservists found themselves his beloved black Army Metro had been
From left to right are P Info , at the home of men of 70 (Essex Yeomanry) Signal Squadron during a “Scene Here” crew. working together in uniform for the first time squashed by an armoured personnel
¥ officer Peter Hicks, Richard four-day exercise on Colchester ranges to celebrate the twinning of The filming had to be during a charity event at Gloucester docks. carrier.
* Paddock, Miss Julie Cook, * Backnang with Chelmsford. quick because most of Andy was there to provide medical cover The Land Rover he was given
* Maj Gen Bonnet, WO2 Keith * The exercise culminated in a shooting competition on Colchester the regiment's five-bay while Jim's anti-tank platoon launched the developed mysterious complaints so the
* Richardson, Mrs Jean * ranges. Our picture shows Sgt Mick Fidgeon (left) supervising German world record team are event by firing a 120mm gun borrowed from versatile vicar took to the highways on an
+ Davies and Lt Roy Gregson. x NCO Volker Zell as he gets to grips with the SLR. members of 9 Troop. the Gloucestershire Regiment Museum. Army motor cycle.
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Anglians’
birthday
treat for
the Queen
Mother

As one of her 90th birthday
engagements the Queen
Mother visited the 1st and 3rd
Battalions of the Royal
Anglian Regiment at Roman
Way Barracks, Colchester.
The Queen Mother, who is

Colonel in Chief of the
Regiment, had specifically
asked to meet wives and

children — and she is pictured
mingling with families who had
eagerly awaited her arrival.

Met from her helicopter by
the Colonel of the Regiment,
Gen Sir John Akehurst, and the
commanding officers of both
battalions, she was presented
by seven-year-old Claire Atkins
with a bouquet composed —
appropriately for the Vikings —
of red and vyellow Minden
roses.

After inspecting the Royal
Guard, found from both
battalions and commanded by
Maj Johnny Rollins, the Queen
Mother presented medals to a

selection of Vikings and
Pompadours.

True to form, she took
great care to chat to each
recipient.

The battalions’ combined

Bands and Drums rounded off
the parade with an impressive
display of music and counter-
marching.

Then - after visiting both

SOLDIER to Soldier

messes and lunching with the
officers — the royal visitor set
about meeting as many families
as she could.

Perhaps the most magical
moment of the day came when
four soldiers of the Pompa-
dours abseiled from a helicop-
ter, made their way through the
crowd and, to the delight of the
Queen Mother, presented her
with a birthday card and a box
of chocolates.

Picture: Bryan Long

Tribute to Gurkhas

Sixteen years after first
opening in a small wooden
barrack block in Church
Crookham the Museum for
The Brigade of Gurkhas has
completed a £500,000 move to
Peninsula Barracks,
Winchester.

The museum, opened by
Field Marshal Lord Bramall of
Bushfield, former Chief of the
Defence Staff, pays tribute to

the Himalayan hillmen who
have served the crown since
1815.

Their story is told through an
imaginative series of tableaux,
model dioramas, photographic
displays, weapons, uniforms
and artifacts.

There is also a unique medal
display which includes the
miniature medals of 26 Victoria
Cross holders.

Excellence

on show

Just how excellent a standard
of craftsmanship can be
achieved by severely disabled
war pensioners will be seen at
an exhibition in London in
September.

The War Pensioners’
National Homecrafts and Art
Exhibition, an annual event,
will be open to the public on
Wednesday September 5 from
12.30pm and the following day
from 10.30am in the

Carisbrooke  Hall, Victory
Services Club, in Seymour
Street, near Marble Arch.
Among exhibits on show —
some of which will be for sale —
will be oil paintings and water
colours, woodwork,
leatherwork, pottery, basket
weaving, tapestries and rugs.
Admission is free.
Views expressed in SOLDIER are not

necessarily those ‘of the Army or the
Ministry of Defence.
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THE SECRETARY of State having given
Parliament the broad outline of the Defence
cuts envisaged in the wake of the political
changes in Eastern Europe, the Staff is now
getting down to the “nitty-gritty”.

No-one will envy them their task over the
next five years.

For the ordinary soldier two main
questions arise.

1. Is his job on the line?
2. How will the changes affect his cap
badge?

Many will put the fate of regiments,
battalions, squadrons and batteries on a par
with their own.

No-one expects this sensitive area to be
charted quickly and the latest indications
from MoD are that the identity of units to be
involved may not be revealed until early
next year.

Arms and Service Directors, Colonels and

01995

A familiar sight . . . a familiar place. Fighting vehicles line
up after rehearsals for Bovington’s famous Battle Day
(see page 21). But what does the future hold for the Army
and the men who man its machines? What will the scene
be five years from now?

Getting down to
the nitty gritty

Colonels Commandant are to be brought
into full consultation.

At the end of the day the Executive
Committee of the Army Board will put
forward recommendations to Ministers.

The preservation of the Regimental
System is not in doubt and is recognised as
being fundamental to morale but it needs to
be considered in context.

The basic problem facing the planners is
how to make force reductions while
retaining Britain’s capability to fight a

high-intensity war while, at the same time,

carrying out commitments at a lower level.
Mr King has announced that:

@ The total strength of the Army is to be
around 120,000.

@ The British Army of the Rhine is to be
reduced to about 25,000 effectives (from
55,000). One division is to remain in
theatre with another in the UK prepared
to reinforce the Army in Europe.

@ A strategic reserve division HQ is to be
formed and based in the UK. An

It was worse in the 1690s!

THE SIZE of the British Army has
fluctuated continuously since it took
modern shape on the Restoration of Charles
II in 1660.

After the Treaty of Ryswick ended King
William’s wars it was proposed to disband it
entirely. In the end 7,000 men were retained
for home service and 12,000 to “police”
Ireland.

Marlborough’s campaigns and the
Jacobite Risings of 1715 and 1745 saw a
period of growth and by 1780 there were 28
cavalry and 70 infantry regiments in
existence.

From time to time some units bore
remarkably high numbers — like the 115th

14

(Ogle’s) Foot and the 31st and 32nd Light
Dragoons.

One of the most celebrated reformers of
modern times was Mr Edward (later Lord)
Cardwell who, as Secretary of State,
abolished commission by purchase (1871)
and introduced the linked battalion scheme
(one serving abroad one at home).

Shades of today — in the period 1869-70 he
brought back 25,000 troops from the
colonies!

Lord Haldane, Secretary of State in
Edwardian days, created the TA (1908)
which put nearly 280,000 men into camp in
the first year of its existence.

When war came in 1914 six highly

professional regular divisions were in the
field by September and the “home service”
TA volunteered en masse to serve abroad
amply justifying their existence.

In 1939 the BEF could field only four
regular divisions and the unfortunate TA
formations were reduced to fighting panzers
with rifles.

The amalgamation of cavalry regiments
began in 1922 and was repeated in the
period 1958-60.

The last merger was in 1971 — when the
Royal Scots Dragoon Guards (Carabiniers
and Greys) were formed.

The amalgamation of infantry regiments
also began in 1958 and continued until 1970.

armoured, an airborne, and an airmobile

brigade will be dedicated to it and the

Commando Brigade may be allotted to it

according to circumstances.

@ Broadly speaking, it will be business as
usual in Northern Ireland, Belize,
Cyprus, the Falklands, Brunei and (until
1997) Hong Kong.

@ Until the Soviet forces (388,000 troops at
the moment) pull out of East Germany,
Berlin will retain a British garrison (at
the request of the West German
government). As Russian force levels
decline it is likely to be phased out.
As far as the Army in Germany is

concerned one of the major changes

anticipated will relate to brigades.

No longer will they vary in strength
according to their location and presumed
tasks, but revert, in general, to a standard
size.

At home, in Mr King’s words, the Staff
“is looking again at the future requirement
for the United Kingdom Mobile Force”.

If the title UKMF goes, the brigade is
likely to be assigned to one of the two
home-based divisions.

It is understood that the ACE Mobile
Force (Land) will be retained.

As an immediate measure, the recruiting
target for the Army this year is to be reduced
from 20,000 to 16,000.

What is regarded as inevitable is a
reorganisation of Districts within the United

Kingdom Land Forces which will have an
effect on home defence regional responsibili-
ties.

Reserve forces are likely to play an even
more important part in the proposed scheme
of things and there is likely to be much
closer integration with Regular units.

When the Options for Change were first
mooted there was talk of manpower
reductions being achieved by natural
wastage.

Questioned on the BBC Today
programme, Mr King was still hopeful that
natural wastage would account for many
reductions but accepted that some directed
redundancies might be necessary.

This is a view shared by some Service
chiefs who are anxious to ensure that fair

and proper provision is made in all cases
where jobs have to be sacrificed.

One thing they are determined on is that
the reorganised Army will offer a
worthwhile career to all ranks and that
promotion prospects will at least be equal to
present opportunities.

The changes are to affect teeth and tail,
men and equipment.

Mr King: “The aim is smaller forces,
better equipped, properly trained and
housed, and well motivated. They will need
to be flexible and mobile, and able to
contribute both in NATO, and if necessary
elsewhere.”

Just how he achieves this goal is going to
be of compelling interest to every soldier in
the weeks and months ahead.

IMMEDIATE savings amounting to
£160m are having to be made by the
Army as part of short-term changes
to the defence programme neces-

Nlimits. : :
recruiting target from 20,000 to

16,000 announced by Mr King in his
- Options for Change measures.

AMMO AND FUEL TRIMMED

sary to keep spending within agreed  mes, particularly in Germany.

These include the reduction in the -
- budget. The Royal Navy will find

Savings will also be found by

reducing planned quantities of
ammunition and fuel, trimming
training costs, and deferring major
works and maintenance program-

A total of £600m savings need to be
made in the current year's defence

£170m, the RAF £200m, and the rest
will be made in Procurement Exec-
_utive, research and central costs.
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GENUINE GOVERNMENT ISSUE KIT

“Britain’s leading supplier of kit to the professionals”
Almost anything in genuine issue kit.

NEW BERGEN PLCE Nato Ref No: 8465-99-978-5360/62

@ Main body available in two sizes — long or short for optimum fit, both have the same capacity.
Both models include a light aluminium alloy frame built into internal pockets of the rucksack. The
frame moulds to the individual's body shape for increased comfort, and can be used with belt kit.

@ An integral harness gives support over the shoulders, and is adjusted by buckles and straps
attached to the rucksack base. The buckles are quick release allowing for quick discarding in an
emergency. An adjustable padded belt gives extra security.

® The main rucksack body carries a separate pocket at the front, an external pocket on the main
lid as well as a map and document pocket built into the inside of the lid. There are straps on the
side for skis, a carrying handle at the top, and various load carrying points on the lid, sides and
base as an aid when parachuting, and to secure such items as a sleeping bag by means of the
utility straps. The lid is elasticated and has a shroud to prevent ingress of water. The main fabric
is textured nylon coated with light polyurethane in olive drab. Capacity 120 litres approx.

@ The two side pouches are attached to the main body by heavy duty zips, and can be used singly
or zipped together to form a small day patrol pack equivalent. For this mode of use a separate
lightweight adjustable yoke is provided.

® Life time guarantee Price £125.00 + £2.25 p&p

RUCKSACK SAS/PARA BERGEN

Nato Ref No: 8465-99-136-1886

@ These nylon framed Bergens are genuine issue MoD kit and will
hold approx 120 litres.

@ This Bergen has been developed to meet the requirements of all
Special Forces and is suitable for use in Tropical, Wet, and Arctic
environments.

® Guaranteed for life.

@ Phone for price and delivery, or call at our store.

—— e —— e — — ———
———— — —— — e — —_—

Nato Ref Nos:

GENUINE NEW ISSUE sleepingbag  8465-99-130-9145
compression sack 8465-99-130-9147

MILITARY SLEEPING BAG SYSTEM  bivvy bag 8465-99-769-7040

1 A military sleeping bag with an insulating filling of
hollow fill fibre. This sleeping bag can be
laundered in the normal manner, and will perform
more efficiently than bags with natural fillings in

wet conditions. All long size. Wt. 3kg. £65.00
2 A compression sack to reduce the volume of the
rolled bag for carriage. £12.99
3 A sleeping bag cover or bivvy bag made from
Goretex fabric. non zip £49.99
Arctic with zip £89.99
4 As above but in nylon. £19.99
5 Asleeping mat. £7.50

6 The setis designed to replace existing sleeping
bags which incorporate natural down and feather
fillings, and will be used in temperate and arctic
conditions. Not all items are essential to the set,
and each can be purchased separately.

P&P per order £2.25

PHONE 071-790 5257 FOR FREE CATALOGUE PHONE 071-790 5585 FOR INFORMATION
PHONE 071-7-900-900 FOR CREDIT CARD ORDERS

SILVERMAN’SE(DEPT S)

MILE END, LONDON E1 4PS
Personal callers Mondays-Fridays 9-5 & Sunday 10-1pm




COLONEL BOGEY

BERLIN rocked last month to
the sound of the world’s
biggest-ever pop concert when
a multi-national audience of
more than 200,000 fans
gathered on waste ground
between East and West to
witness the £5m “conzertspek-
takel” by Roger Waters, former
leader of Pink Floyd.

Staged at Potsdamer Platz on
35 windswept, dusty acres of
what was once no man’s land,
The Wall concert — based on
Pink Floyd’s best-selling album
of the same name — boasted a
musical guest-list that read like
a Who’s Who of popular music.

The performers included - to
the delight of the -early-
afternoon crowd — the Corunna
Band of the 1st Battalion, The
Light Infantry, which was
asked to take part in the
warm-up.

“The crowd was already
about 100,000 strong when we
took to the stage,” said
Bandmaster WO1 Ed Keeley.

“There really was the most
incredible atmosphere, what
with the size of the crowd, the
size of the set and the air of
excitement and anticipation
building up.

“We did half an hour of
march and display with a few of
the old favourites like Colonel
Bogey and got quite a cheer
when we came off. The lads
were tickled pink — quite unlike
anything any of us had done
before,” he added.

Band members then changed
into civilian clothes and joined
the crowd for the rest of the
performance.

They watched, with particu-
lar interest, the Marching Band
of the Combined Soviet Forces
in Germany who were perform-
ing alongside the likes of Sinead
O’Connor, Cyndi Lauper,
Jerry Hall, Marianne Faithfull,
Joni Mitchell and Van Mor-
rison.

As much a rock-opera as a
pop concert, the climax of its
musical theme - inhumanity
caused by alienation — was the
destruction of a massive wall of
styrofoam bricks 600ft long and
60ft tall built during the
performance by an army of
workmen.

The venue was significant
and the symbolism undeniable.

by Mervyn
Wynne Jones

Balconies on nearby blocks of
East Berlin flats were packed
with people watching the
bizarre spectacle.

Also watching — and helping
— were a group of 20 soldiers of
the Ist Bartalion, The Royal
Welch Fusiliers, who had spent
much of the previous week on
site during the construction of
the set.

Concert organisers had asked
for their assistance with the
levelling of the ground in front
of the stage (where East
German munitions experts
uncovered a variety of Second
World War ordnance during an
earlier sweep) and the digging-
in of cables and wires.

On the evening of the
performance — after changing
into civilian clothes — many
acted as security guards around

the VIP stand and helped with
the transfer of medical cases to
the first-aid tent.

“It was quite a busy evening
but we had a marvellous time,”
said Cpl Adrian Thomas, D
Company. “One of the most
interesting aspects was being
able to meet Russian soldiers
and talk to them — one of them
spoke a little English and we
managed to get by with some
very limited German.”

The concert was staged in aid
of the Memorial Fund for
Disaster Relief, the worldwide
charity founded by Group Capt
Leonard Cheshire VC.

Aim of the fund is to raise
£500 million over the next five
years — £5 for every life lost in
major wars this century — to
relieve natural and man-made
disasters throughout the world.

Even in a city rapidly
becoming used to the unex-
pected, The Wall concert was a
spectacle of awesome dimen-

ROCKS THE WALL

sions.

Towering above the 60ft
styrofoam wall — held together
by 130 tons of metal scaffolding
~ were two huge inflatable
puppets each six-storeys high
and each manipulated by two
150ft high cranes.

“It was an incredible sight,”
said Capt Pete Crosby, a pilot
with Berlin’s 7 Flight, AAC,
who, with crewman Cpl Gavin
Rose, flew above the set in his
Gazelle helicopter as an integral
part of the performance.

“They wanted two helicop-
ters originally but there were
problems with flying into East
German airspace and so we
hovered over the nearby
Tiergarten park and played our
searchlights across the crowd.

Roger Waters had, earlier in
the week, been filmed in one of
7 Flight’s Gazelles and the film
clip was projected on to a large
screen while Capt Crosby and
Cpl Rose flew overhead.

Now!
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Reporting fortnightly on the people, movements,

exercises, expeditions, sport and equipment of

the British Army, SOLDIER is produced primarily
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Maj Richard Bounsall, English-
man in charge of a Welsh choir

Capt Mark Pinches, a TA officer attached to the Welsh Gunners, assists Sisters Veronica an
Antonella at Nicosia’s Terra Santa School. He is.BRITCON’s Humanitarian Officer

s

GENTLY DOES IT!

AS THE Deortmund-based
gunners of 22 Air Defence
Regiment begin their six-
month tour with the United
Nations Forces in Cyprus
(UNFICYP), much seems to
have changed in the way the job
there gets done.

Gone is the “hob-nailed boot
diplomacy” of the British
squaddie, its place taken by a
more interested and caring
attitude from the soldiers

Gunners cool down in the buffer zone wes
18

)

t of Nicosia

2nd Lt Heather Moon, the assistant adjutant

towards the people of the
divided island.

The Mobile News Team
from UKLF has been to
Cyprus to visit this Rapier
missile regiment from 1 (BR)
Corps — better known as the
Welsh Gunners — tasked with
the dual role of UN peacekeep-
ing, west of Nicosia; and
providing security for the
Eastern Sovereign Base Area
(ESBA) at Dhekelia Garrison.

As the news team made a
whistle-stop tour of the Welsh
Gunners — who have elements
of 50 Missile Regiment RA
from Menden on attachment —
it became evident that the lads
intended to get stuck in, even
though infantry skills called for
were very different from their
usual job in BAOR.

“The mixed posting to
Cyprus calls for a high standard
of soldiering and extremely
hard work,” said Lt Col Keith
Prentice, the commanding
officer.

In the 16 vyears since the
Turkish invasion of the island,
UNFICYP has held the balance
of a difficult and uneasy peace
between the Greek Cypriot and
Turkish armies. Although the
tensions thrust upon the UN
peacekeepers have variously
tightened and slackened, they
seem to have mellowed in
recent years.

Meetings between Turkish
and Greek Cypriot army

Lt Col Keith Prentice

commanders assigned to border
patrolling duties are regularly
set up and “refereed” by UN
commanders — with many
compromises being reached for
the benefit of all.

Military compliments are
paid to each other by UN
troops of all nationalities, and
any visitor to an observation
post, of whatever rank, is given
a very thorough brief by the
duty soldier — quite often a
private soldier — demonstrating
knowledge, altertness and
commitment.

And the Welsh Gunners
seem to possess a natural skill
for the work.

There is now a refreshingly
human touch to duties “on the
line”.

The news team was escorted
by 2nd Lt Heather Moon, who

recently joined 22 AD Regim-
ent as assistant adjutant and
unit press officer. Although one
of the few “blue beret” women
ever to serve in Sector 2 — the
section of the buffer zone
covered by the Welsh Gunners
— she is unlikely to be the last.

If you doubt the caring role
of UNFICYP you ought to
meet Capt Mark Pinches, a TA
officer. On special attachment
to the Welsh Gunners for one
year, Mark is UN Humanita-
rian Officer — a role he carries
out with a team of three
SNCOs. The job involves
providing a daily link between
the Greek and Turkish com-
munities still isolated on the
wrong side of the peace line of
1974.

Where life for these small
enclaves — especially north of
the line — is all but impossible,
and self-sufficiency fails, Mark
and his team are ahle, by
diplomatic agreement, to carry
medical supplies, food, money
from world-wide charities, and
even mail and old age pensions
between the communities.

They ensure that electricity
and water supplies are main-
tained and bring much relief to
many disadvantaged people.

Mark is able to

In contrast to the long hours
in the baking sun of the Cyprus
central plain, the Dhekelia
detachment of the Welsh
Gunners were engaged in water
sports, military skills and rest
and recreation.

Because of the island’s
proximity to war-torn Leba-
non, the Gunners carry out
security duties in barracks,
VCPs in the garrison, patrols —
both foot and mobile — and man
the main crossing point from
ESBA to the Turkish sector at
Avyios Nikolaos.

Although the Welshmen
don’t actually sing while they
work, the musical director/
conductor of the regimental
choir, one Maj Rick Bounsall,
is an Englishman!

“’E can’t help that though,”
said their top tenor, Gnr
Keiron Llewellyn. ‘“’E don’t
know much about music, but ’e
do know when to get the beers
in!”

Maj Bounsall commands the
UN detachment at Bravo 18 of
Sector 2, and he’s looking
forward to getting some
rehearsals together later in the
tour.

Perhaps they will be able to
put on a concert for the much

missed wives and

bring great credit to Words: Capt families when they
the UN peace ethic Chris Robinson return to Dortmund
and also upon the Pictures: Sgt in early December —

British Army as a paye Miles

result.

just in time for some
Christmas Carols.
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It could be
your most
important
posting vet.

Out now: Survival Aids’ 1990 catalogue of alternative
military clothing and equipment

Professional gear for active service anywhere in the world from
Britain's leading supplier—and it's all available through our free
colour catalogue.

Many hard-to-find kit classics are featured, including the genuine
Denison smock and the superb Norwegian Army Shirt—plus tactical
shell clothing in modern fabrics such as Gore-Tex in DPM.

Included are bergens, webbing, survival kits, bivis and sleeping
bags. Also, exclusively from Survival Aids, the world-famous
Shooting Systems range of holsters, gun carriers and luggage.

For over ten years, the quality, comfort and durablity of Survival
Aids products has been tested in extreme conditions all over the
globe —and is regularly specified by overseas armies and
expeditionary forces, plus professional outdoor people in the UK.

Get posted now on the gear that takes your side—
no matter how tough the going gets.

s d
SURVIVAL -
AlDS

Post your coupon to: Dept 33SL,
Survival Aids Limited, Morland,
Penrith, Cumbria CA10 3AZ. UK /b
or telephone 09314 444.
Visit the Survival Shops at rg:?‘

Eﬂl?gtlgﬁdsitr;ggs erciiﬁon / i
or Glasgow. @

v
O O OOV
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MOTOR

INSURANCE

IT'SA

TOUGH JOB,
BUT WE’VE
GOT WHAT

IT TAKES

For a free motor insurance quotation from over 70
different insurance companies, phone or call into
the Swinton branch near your camp.

ABERDEEN NORTHALLERTON

94 King Street 149 High Street
0224 625844 0609 780481
ALDERSHOT NORTH TIDWORTH
7A Upper Union Street 4 Zouch Market
0252 21166/310466 0980 46730
COLCHESTER RICHMOND
64 North Hill 15 Frenchgate
0206 767241/562448 0748 850999
130 Ferry Road 27 Market Place
031-553 4984 0765 3716
FARNBOROUGH SALISBURY
163 Lynchford Road 49 Castle Street
0252 510354 0722 414578

OR PHONE FREE FROM ANYWHERE IN THE COUNTRY ON

» 0800262152 <«

If these branches aren’t handy we’ve got another
700 branches nationwide for you to choose from.
Look in Yellow Pages or Thomson Local for a
branch near you. And call in soon, our computers
are waiting to select the best quote for you!

SWINTON

. INSURANCE




How th
kept the
cool at"
‘Bovvie

OLD DESERT hands would
have swung the lamp if they
had dropped in on the Press
and rehearsal day for the Royal
Armoured Corps Battle Day at
Bovington.

The dust rose in dense
choking clouds and drifted
away across Dorset’s scorched
acres.

Metal was too hot to touch as
the temperatures neared 90
degrees.

The men who were doing all
the work came as usual from
the Driving and Maintenance
School RAC and the resident
armoured regiment, in this case
the 2nd Royal Tank Regiment.

Back in 1941 2 RTR were
raising the dust at another hot
spot — on the airfield at Sidi
Rezegh as the Eighth Army
advanced to the relief of the
beleaguered port of Tobruk.

The unit was part of the 7th
Armoured Brigade — the tank
element of the 7th Armoured
Division (The Desert Rats).

The airfield lay on a desolate
plain on which the Axis forces
had scraped a landing strip
between low ridges.

Though the brigade took the
enemy by surprise and cap-
tured 18 planes before they
could rake off . . . according to
one report 2 RTR broke them
up with sledgehammers
the enemy struck back heavily

Above: A ‘casualty” sprawls
out of the hatch of a knocked
out vehicle (cooler outside than
in ... or was it?)

Right: An officer's dog was the
envy of everyone when it
jumped into the water splash
for a swim

Below: A Combat Engineer
Tractor throws up a great bow
wave as it plunges through the
water

the next day. The brigade -
which also included the 7th
Hussars and 6 RTR - was
reduced to a handful of tanks
within 24 hours.

The battle at Bovington
fought by Badger and Hunts-
man Squadrons of 2 RTR plus
the supporting arms was a
much pleasanter affair only one
self-propelled gun breaking
down in the rehearsal.

The weather was slightly
cooler on the actual Battle Day
when 14,000 visitors went
through the turnstiles.

Service and civilian charities
are expected to benefit to the
extent of £15,000.

About 400 men sweated to
put on the show which, for 2
RTR, was ‘“different”. The
regiment returned from
Fallingbostel in the spring.




FROM THE

TAX FREE CARS rrorrssions.s

Now there’s more choice than ever from Bristol Street Export Sales!

DELIVERY

ON ALL STOCK VEHICLES

On all makes we offer: BRISTOL STREET MOTORS (BROMLEY) LTD
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Harrier Force sapper LCpl Nigel Harris
guards a “friend”

A day
N the

llves
of the

THE khaki patch on the left shoulder is
businesslike. It says simply ‘‘Harrier
Support Force Royal Engineers” around a
silhouette of the jet.

The sappers who wear it are a doggedly
patient lot. Anyone who “kicks tin” for
any length of time has got to be.

And there seemed to be a remarkable
amount of tin on the training area during
Exercise Hill Foil.

It comes in planks officially designated
PSA 1 (Prefabricated Surfacing
Aluminium) measuring in the main 2.74
metres X 250mm wide, and is used to
provide short take-off and landing strips
(STOLs) and forward operating pads
(FOPs) for the peacetime activities of the
Roval Air Force Harrier squadrons in
Germany.

Normally these are based at RAF
Gutersloh but three times a year they
deploy in the field, supported by the Army
including substantial elements of

por

Spr Steve Rainbow (left) and LCpl David Naven
demonstrate the gentle art of tin- kicking

Squadrons, plus
Squadron.

When the HQ and elements deploy in
Germany, 10 Fd Sgn which is based
permanently at Gutersloh in support of the
Harriers comes under command of the CO
(currently Lt Col Gordon MacDonald, one
of many Scots in the regiment).

On Hill Foil 32 Sgn joined with 10 (11
being in Belize, 15 on exercise in Britain
and 51 in the Falklands).

They don’t do things by halves in 38
Engr Regt — 56 waggons were loaded with
900 tons of stores at Hamm and tran-
sported to the exercise railhead.

Two corporals and two plant operators
worked 20 hours almost non-stop to
transfer the stores to a dozen 16-tonne
RCT vehicles.

A small mountain of hardcore was
dumped (1,500 tons) and two days before
the exercise proper began the Resources

Park was in business.

38 Engineer Regiment which Weords: In the past the Harrier
must be in the running for the  Bjll Moore Support sappers have laid their
title of the largest RE unit. Pictures: tin some days before an exercise

With its HQ at Ripon, Yorks, pike Perring . . on Hill Foil preparation was

are 11, 32 and 51 Field

cut to a minimum.

15 Field Support

The basic idea was to provide 3 and 4
Squadrons RAF each with three small
airfields for up to eight aircraft.

The sites were selected and designed by
the Gutersloh Harrier Plans officer, Sgn
Ldr Bob Marston.

First the FOPs went down so the
Harriers could land vertically. Where
suitable, roads were used as runways once
the sappers had removed obstacles.
Otherwise take-off strips about 350 metres
long were built with rackway running off
to take the nose and main wheels as the
aircraft taxied to its camouflage netting
hide.

Laying the planks is not heavy work,
nor are they difficult to fit - bend down,
slot one in, give it a couple of bangs with
your boots and you’re ready for the next

. and the next ... and the next.

Eight to ten hours later you might have a
350 metre long strip for your pains.

There are, of course, other tasks — grass
to be rolled, bumps to be ironed out,
and the planks to be secured by yard-long
pins placed by sappers wielding
sledgehammers and driven home by a
® Turn to next page
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THE sinking of the Atlantic
Conveyor cost the men of 11
Field Squadron RE most of
their heavy equipment.

When they landed at San
Carlos Bay, in the Falklands,

Beach strip

gave pilots

a forward operating pad and a
landing strip laid on a disused
grass runway.

“Tufts of marsh grass gave
us some problems and it went
downbhill and turned a corner at
the bottom, but it must have

distance to cut down the
Argentine air force’s air time.

By contrast the Harriers —
depending on their loads — had
up to 30 minutes extra flying
time for operations by using the
Green Beach landing facilities.

they weren’t thrilled by the
news that they would have to
kick tin on Green Beach.
“We thought we were laying
it for the sake of laying it . . .”
said Sgt Major John Barker

more time

(now with 10 Sqn RE) “finding
us something to keep us busy.”
It took two days to complete

continual use.”

The carriers HMS Hermes
and Invincible were able to lie
off the islands at sufficient

worked all right as it was in The planks proved their

value in more ways than one.
Covered with sandbags and turf
they provided excellent head
cover for trenches!
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‘Man your poles

@® From Page 23
medium breaker (a tool like a pneumatic
drill with a blunt blade).

While the planks are going down the RE
plant operators are ’dozing earth banks
(bunds) into rectangles ready to take the
rubber style “pillows” the RAF
technicians lay and fill with 10,000 gallons
of aviation fuel.

Hides come in kit form. Light metal

Vi

Lt Col Gordon MacDonald, the CO,
pictured inside his custom-built pressu-
rised command post

tubes are joined to make 15ft poles
forming a frame which is covered with a
camouflage net while flat on the ground.
Raising it is something of a nautical
occasion.

“Man your poles,” shouted LCpl Gary
Chudley, on a 3 Troop site.

“Take up your weight.”

Then heave-ho and up she rose like a
giant cricket net.

“It’s not easy when there’s a wind,”
observed SSgt Chris Campbell. “If it’s too
strong we don’t try.”

Not so long ago the sappers had to use
15ft one-piece poles which sometimes
snapped.

“The tubes make it much easier,” said
Spr Nick Hollings, who shinned up the
built-in hand and footholds to adjust the
scrim on top of one hide.

Lt Col MacDonald and Capt John
Bruce, the training officer, inspected all
sites before they finally came into
operation and the site commander, a RAF
squadron leader who also flies sorties, was
satisfied.

RE sections remained at the sites
throughout flying, always ready to make
repairs and adjustments. Others prepare
standby sites.

Some junior NCOs have established
reputations and it is not unusual for a site

They did it for real

Right — Two men who kicked tin when it really mattered are QMSI
John Hopwood (left) and Sgt Maj John Barker. They built a strip on
the beach at San Carlos Bay which was a key factor in winning the

Falklands war

Below left — A strip goes down. Tin “planks” are laid by the

thousand

Below centre — Sappers pin the metal to the ground using a

medium breaker with an attachment

Below right — The metal track is about to be pinned down while a
line of camouflaged Harrier hides take shape in the background

A GR5 Harrier, with pilot in the cockpit, at the ready in its hide

commander to ask-for them by name to be
attached to their site.

As far as most sappers are concerned
“Endex” is not greeted with the usual
unrestrained joy. The tin having gone
down has to come up, and that can take up
to 12 days depending on the circumstances
and the weather.

Handling cold, wet muddy metal planks

in a German forest is miserable work.

The pins are removed mechanically but
each plank has to be given the once-over
and packed on a pallet.

The pallets go through a washdown and
the planks are unloaded again and
inspected by a team of specialists before
final re-loading.

Anything suspect is set aside. A bent

plank or jagged piece of tin could cost a
pilot’s life.

Nearly everyone mucks in to pick up the
tin regardless of rank, but it is a solid slog
and days after the last Harrier has zoomed
back to Gutersloh a section of sappers will
give a soldier’s farewell to the last piece of
prefabricated surfacing aluminium.

Some artificiality is unavoidable on
exercises like Hill Foil. As felling is
unacceptable, hides were erected along the
edge of the tree line and the jets pushed
backwards into them (very convenient for
the refuellers in the woods behind).

In a European context Harriers would
operate in semi-urban conditions, and
though the size and shape of the plane
would probably require hides to be
erected, the logistic support units would
be concealed in buildings.

Instead of the metal strips, jets would
take off along roads from which the
sappers had shorn lamp-posts, telegraph
poles and overhead cables . . . a practice
not exactly encouraged in Germany today.

Confined to conventional training areas
such as Hohne ranges, Harrier exercises
are bound to have limitations.

They are nevertheless essential for
maintaining the skills of the RAF
squadrons and though few sappers expect
tin to be laid by the mile in future
operations they cannot forget its
importance. The only time it has been
used on active service was in the Falklands
conflict when its influence was vital to
victory. And that’s always worth training
for.
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Harrier Force Germany

UNIQUE IN THE

HE would be a dull dog indeed who failed
to get a kick out of seeing Harrier Force
Germany in the field.

One moment the shady forest road was
empty, the next the menacing nose of a
combat aircraft emerged from the trees.
The plane swung round, gathered speed,
flashed past a few vards away, lifted
steeply and was gone.

Four planes took off in what seemed like
as many minutes, the RAF Police
re-opened the road and silence descended
on the countryside.

A deer peered out of cover.

In the words of Sqn Ldr Bob Marston,
Sqn Ldr Harrier Plans Gutersloh — “the
HF is still unique in the fast jet world”.

The Russians with Forger and the
Spaniards, Indians and Americans with
Harrier fly from carriers, though the US
Marine Corps has operated from small
shore sites in support of naval assault
units, a technique developed by Britain in
the Falklands conflict.

The Harrier Force is a brigade-sized
big-punch formation under command of
HQ Supreme Allied Commander Europe.
It could be dedicated to st British Corps
(which has direct means of tasking it) if
required.

It is commanded by an airman -
currently Gp Capt lan Stewart.

The cutting edge is two Harrier
Squadrons — the 3rd with the redesigned
GRS and the 4th with the older GR3, soon
to be replaced with the GR7, a night-flying
variant.

Both are based at RAF Gutersloh. Not
far away is 10 Field Squadron RE with 2
Squadron of 21 Signals Regiment ready to
come up from RAF Wildenrath.

On deployment, units of 38 Engr RE
based at Ripon, Yorks join the Force and
its CO commands the sapper element.

An integral part of the protection in the
field is supplied by the 1st and 2nd Light
Armoured Squadrons, Royal Air Force
Regiment, which has Scorpion.

“There are no separate Services,” said
Sqn Ldr Marston. “Everyone works for
the same boss.”

The Force philosophy is commendable
for its clarity.

Sgn Ldr Marston: “There is certainly a
doubt whether fixed air bases can survive
in a war no matter how much you harden
them — the weapons to take them out are
getting better and better.

“We believe we can survive by
dispersal, concealment and mobility. We
don’t have prepared airfields — we rely on
26

FAST LANE

Early bird? The cockatrice
badge of 3 Sqn RAF, which flies
the GRS (the potent Harrier Mk
I). The monolith it is standing
on refers to its pre-1914
association with Stonehenge

briefed by radio

using ordinary roads and, if necessary,
green fields.

“The only way we can do that is with the
help of the sappers.”

Victory in the Falklands had been
possible through the use of sapper-built
metal strips at San Carlos — a land base on
the enemy’s doorstep.

Rather than lay “tin” in a European
environment, the Royal Engineers would
be more likely to be clearing public
utilities, lamp standards and obstructions
such as kerbs in urban areas to safeguard
the Harrier’s drooping wings.

Locations would be changed every 48
hours, the RE squadrons building “Step
Up Sites” where RAF teams would stock
with fuel and weapons.

A Harrier pilot of 3 Sqn RAF which is equipped with the GRS5. Pilots
remain in the cockpit while standing by for another mission and are

The GRS (in
simple terms the
Harrier Mk II)
has more
weapons pylons
than its prede-
cessor and a
bigger fuel # 5
capacity. It can carry either twice as many
weapons the same distance as the GR3 or
the equivalent of the GR3’s combat load
twice as far.

The load is not as large as, say,
Tornado’s. The difference is that the
Harriers, operating immediately in
support of the front, keep returning to the
target.

Even as a pilot taxis into a hide on return

Left — Group Capt lan Stewart RAF.
“Without the sappers we can't really do
what we have to do.”

from a sortie the ground crews plug in a
land line and he is immediately talking to
the air operations cabin or the Army
ground liaison officers who brief him on
the situation on the ground.

To save energy, pilots do not leave their
cockpits but are briefed in them.

“Ask a pilot on the telebrief if he is fit
for another sortie and he always says yes,”
said Sqn Ldr Marston. “They live on their
adrenaline so it is up to the site
commander to keep a close eye on his men.
Immediately after a task a flyer’s
adrenaline level will be high for a time.
After a break you see signs of fatigue.”

In hot weather a pilot may lose pounds
sitting in his cockpit in a hide.

Relationships on the ground on Exercise

Having “kicked tin” and erected the hide, the sappers are ready to defend the area. From
left are Cpl Nigel Harris, Spr Wayne Probate, Cpl Davy Cross and (kneeling) Sprs Phil

Poole and Hooly Hoolihan

Hill Foil appeared to be excellent . . . 33
RAF Regiment (CO Wing Cdr David
Bremner) speaking the same language as
the soldiery, and the ground crews
somewhat envious of the ability of the
sappers to make a hole in the ground a
home from home.

Gp Capt Stewart summed it up neatly:
“We rely heavily on the Royal Engineers
and Royal Signals. Without the sappers we
can’t really do what we have to do.

“But it’s a reciprocal process because we
take the aircraft into the field to support
the Army and they in turn send both the
RE and the Royal Signals to us.”

The Harrier Force in some respects is
following a good old tradition. In 1917,
when the British brought off their surprise

attack at Cambrai, RAF biplanes -
including Sopwith Camels of 3 Squadron —
made low-level bombing attacks on enemy
positions and landed and rearmed at a
number of temporary airfields which had
been constructed by Royal Engineers.

When 4 Squadron get their GR7s they
will be reverting to a nightflying role they
pioneered before 1914.

At that time they were the proud
possessors of a wireless which might
account for their badge - “A sun in
splendour divided by a flash of
lightning.”

The squadron motto is certainly
appropriate — To see into the future.

What did they know in 1914 about night
vision goggles?
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A patrol boat manned by Gurkhas pictured at speed in the Starling Inlet

THE BMX
BRIGADE

SEVENTY-FIVE years ago,
officers and men of 6th Queen
Elizabeth’s Own Gurkha Rifles
were fighting for their lives in
the ill-fated Gallipoli campaign.
Their current battle is against
the heat and humidity of the
New Territories of Hong Kong
where they are helping to
preserve the integrity of the
Sino-Hong Kong border
against continual assault by
illegal immigrants.

Taking responsibility for
guarding the 16 kilometre long
western sector of the border
were the men of D (Mandalay)
Company commanded by Maj
David Bredin, 6 GR.

Much of the ground in the
vicinity of their Sandy Sour
base is marshland and the area
contains a mass of fish and
duck ponds. The sector also
includes the international rail
crossing point and a recently
opened border crossing.

28

Climbing the watchtower
ladder, the SOLDIER visitors
saw for themselves the extent of
the area under observation by
OP commander Cpl Prem
Bahadur Thapa and radio
operator Rfn Gyan Bahadur
Gurung.

The officer commanding 10
Platoon, Lt (QGO) Kulbaha-
dur Thapa, explained that OPs
were manned around the clock.

“By day my men observe
activity through binoculars, but
at night they use thermal
imaging equipment that turns
night into day.”

Sometimes the lookouts spot
smuggling activity and are able
to summon the Hong Kong
Police to investigate.

Should an II evade the

Words:

Laurie Manton
Pictures:

Mike Perring

watchful eyes of OP teams
based along the border, he has
another obstacle to overcome —
the border fence.

It is fitted with an electronic
protection system which indi-
cates to monitoring watchkeep-
ers not only that someone is
attempting to get through, but
at which part, allowing the
quick reaction force to be
dispatched without delay.

The quick reaction force
arrives on BMX bikes, a sight
which normally brings a smile
to the face of the first-time
observer. However, the un-
usual mode of transport makes
sound military sense. The bikes
run silently, allow the Gurkhas
to reach the incident rapidly
and require very little mainte-
nance.

One area of operational
difficulty for the troops is the
internationally renowned Mai
Po Marshes bird sanctuary. It

B et

lies within their sector of
responsibility.

Not only is the area full of
oriental “‘twitchers” festooned
with cameras and binoculars,
but the IIs have cottoned on to
the fact that if they manage to

reach the sanctuary it proves a

relatively safe haven.

Because of the birds, the
sanctuary has never been
cleared, and the tall and
uncontrolled growth of man-
grove trees make it difficult for
troops to spot the movement of
illegal immigrants.

In addition, there are a
number of small ferry points
where people cross from China
to work in the fields each day
before returning at night. They
are classified as “tolerated
border crossers”.

“As far as IIs go,” said Maj

Taking a .tu n
battalion’s
- Bharatraj

gANDY SP

n to service the
MX bicycles is Rfn

Bredin, “my three platoons
captured more than 300 during
the first month of our tour of
duty. As the summer progres-
ses, we’ll get more of them
attempting the crossing as they
don’t mind swimming across
when the water is warm.”
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A flashing light indicates
someone is trying to get
through the security fence.
Sgt Khem Bahadur Pun (right)
indicates the location to Rfn
Thakabahadur Sen

Boatmen’s
success is
catching

MAKING a real success of
their tour of duty are the men
of B (Medicina) Company who
are keeping watch at the eastern
end of the Sino-Hong Kong
border.

They cover the Sha Tau Kok
area which includes the Starling
Inlet. Their operations are diff-
erent from the norm of other
sectors because they have to
employ boats to carry out their
role. This involves making joint
patrols with craft manned by
men from Boat Troop “Tolo”
of 67 Squadron, The Queen’s
Gurkha Engineers.

Authorities reckon them-
selves lucky to capture just one
“aider and abettor” (AA) each
year, but such was the success
of B Company under their
commander, Maj Tony Groves,
that they caught five in their
first four weeks in the area.

AAs make fortunes out of
other people’s misfortunes.

@ Turn to Page 31
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(siving the Army
a sporting chance

Naafi contributes around £100,000
each year towards the sporting
activities of Army personnel
around the world.

The cash — from profits on sales
in Naafi clubs and shops — buys
sportswear and equipment, and
helps meet the running costs of
Army sport generally.

It also helps ensure that the cream
of the crop of Army competitors
are properly funded when
competing for their Service or
their country.

Which goes to show Naafi truly is
on your side.




Cpl Prem Bahadur Thapa keeps a sharp lookout for illegal immigrants from his border watchtower vantage point. The OPs are manned day
and night

Gurkhas demonstrate a capture on the border fence. They use BMX
bikes to reach suspected breaches

The Union Flag flutters oer the frontier post at Sandy Spur as L
(QGO) Kulbahadur Thapa (left) is briefed by Maj David Bredin

The BMX Brigade

@® From Page 29
They help IIs to enter Hong
Kong, even transporting them
to the centre of the Colony and
finding them employment.

“Our boat patrols deploy by
night or day depending on the
operation being carried out
against the IIs,” said Maj
Groves.

“Both the IIs and AAs are
getting much more professional
about the way they go about
their business, and we are
having to go into a lot more
covert operations to ambush
boats, which is why we are

actually being so successful in
catching them.”

The company recently
caught a family of illegals, a
mother and four children, who
had paid 10,000 Hong Kong
dollars to be smuggled in.

Much sought after by the
authorities, the aiders and
abettors face a jail sentence of
up to seven years if caught.

“Patrolling the border is a
boring and repetitive task at the
best of times, but with the
captures of AAs, success has
bred success and morale is
high,” said Maj Groves.
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Pte lain Hamil prepares for the final phase of the company’s “drug-bust”
exercise

Maj John McCurdy, oc A Coy

OCKS

IN October 1983 the United States and a handful of
Caribbean troops invaded the island of Grenada, writes
Steve Bargeton.

The action against a Commonwealth country caused
acute embarrassment in the UK. At the highest level it
was decided that closer military links must be forged
between the UK and key Caribbean forces.

From that moment Exercise Red Stripe/Calypso Hop,
the annual exchange between the British Army and the
Jamaican Defence Force (JDF), took on a new

significance.
This year A Company, lst Battalion,

£

The King’s Own Scottish Borderers had
the good fortune to spend a month training
in Jamaica (the Red Stripe of the exercise)
while B Company, 2 Jamaica Regiment
travelled to Scotland for the Calypso Hop
part of the exchange.

Although a small force consisting of two
battalions, a reserve battalion, an air wing
and coastguard, the JDF is well trained
and organised along British lines.
Elements of the JDF acquitted themselves
well during the Grenada episode.

For the Jocks, Red Stripe (named after
the famous Jamaican beer) was a golden
opportunity to learn the special skills of
living and fighting in a hot weather
environment . .. and to take in some
first-class adventure training.

After three days’ acclimatisation,
platoons embarked on a nine-day training
package followed by a platoon exercise.
The first phase involved some tough jungle
training under specialist instructors.

Throughout July the temperature
soared to over 95°F in the shade. Heat was
the main problem.

“Jamaica is classified as secondary
jungle in that it has no top canopy,”
explained Maj John McCurdy, officer
commanding A Coy.

“This meant there was no hiding from

Even in paradise weapons have to be
cleaned. Jocks tidy up at the end of the
exercise

High sea arrest. The drug-running yacht is detained during a company exercise

N JAN

Home sweet home for the chks. Their tented accommodation was in the grounds of the

ruined Tichfield Hotel at Port Antonio. Hollywood legend Errol Flynn once owned the hotel

constant exposure to the sun. “This, and
the difficulties of navigation in thick bush,
presented the platoons with their greatest
problems. It was nothing for a man to
drink 20 or more pints of water per day
while in the bush.”

It is a credit to the company that during
the month in Jamaica, there was not a
single case of heat exhaustion.

The remainder of the package involved
the platoons in some community work —
Jamaica is still recovering from Hurricane
Gilbert — and some water-orientated
adventure training water skiing,
snorkling, swimming and sub aqua in
some of the best conditions to be found
anywhere in the world.

Jamaica has a serious drugs problem in
the illegal growing and exportation of
ganja — marijuana. For the final company
exercise Maj McCurdy devised a fitting
scenario revolving around an ‘enemy’
drugs base deep in the jungle and the
efforts to get their illicit haul to the coast

and a waiting vyacht.

After days of careful recce work, the
final attack sequences had all the
ingredients of a James Bond film.
Heliborne quick reaction forces inter-
cepted the smugglers, while seaborne
forces took the “enemy’ yacht. It was an
exciting exercise which captured the
imagination of both the Jocks and the JDF
fliers and soldiers who took part.

There can be no doubt that Red Stripe is
a plum job for any unit to land. One would
argue that the 1 KOSB deserved a ‘good
trip’ having just completed a gruelling
programme celebrating their tri-centenary
and a tour of Northern Ireland during
which, tragically, they lost two men.

But what did A Company learn?
“Unquestionably it broadened the
professional skills of the soldiers,” said
Maj McCurdy. “I can honestly say we
would feel quite confident about going to
operate in a tropical environment now. We
have learned things you simply cannot

A

learn from a book.”

Another key aspect of Red Stripe was
the contingent of 18 attachments who,
based mainly in Kingston, spent the
month teaching JDF skills in the field of
demolitions, transport, engineering, spe-
cialist diving and other disciplines.

The casual observer might be forgiven
for thinking that this month spent in a
Caribbean paradise is little more than a
Jamaican jaunt.

But, even setting aside the valuable
training lessons that were learned, the
overall aim of cementing links between the
British Army and the JDF was achieved.

In August JDF Coastguard Captain
Peter Brady (the rank is equal to full
colonel) takes over as commander JDF. As
such he will be Jamaica’s top military
figure.

He is convinced that Red Stripe is an
exercise of enormous importance and one
that must continue and be expanded if
possible.

“It is so important to give our soldiers a
chance to interact with British soldiers, to
learn their skills and ways,” he said. “It is
equally important for your soldiers to
broaden their horizons and learn
something of our skills and culture.

“On a practical note, the attachments
have been able to show us how to deal with
certain problems, like the efficient
demolition of illicit airfields used by drug
smugglers and dealing with the cylinders
they attach to the bottom of ships. We now
know that we must develop a centre for
divers to increase our capability to combat
drugs in that area.”

Capt Brady pulled no punches when he
touched on the diplomatic aspect of Red
Stripe. “We feel this is an exercise of
tremendous value and we would like to see
it stay,” he said. “I hope the
powers-that-be see it as valuable to both
sides. We would be at a great loss if it
stopped.”
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We are pleased to be regimental
tailors by appointment to:

The Life Guards.
The Blues and Royals.
1st The Queen’'s Dragoon Guards.
4th/7th Royal Dragoon Guards.
Corps of Royal Engineers.
Royal Corps of Signals.
The Prince of Wales’'s Own Regiment of Yorkshire.
Rovyal Irish Rangers.
The Queen’s Lancashire Regiment.
The Duke of Wellington’s Regiment.
The Royal Regiment of Wales.
The Worcestershire and Sherwood Foresters.

BIG CUTS planned for British Forces in Western Europe mean that
military ancillary services are having to take another look at their

business prospects. . £a P _ ;
Among these is Naafi, which for nearly 70 years has provided Brig James Rucker (left), Naafi managing director, and Col Nicholas Prideaux,
clubs, shops and canteens for British Servicemen and their families

Picture: Terry Chémp on
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Army director on the Naafi Board, pictured in the museum at
Imperial Court. Now they face a challenging future with a smile — and all flags flying

The Royal Hampshire Regiment.
The Duke of Edinburgh’s Royal Regiment.
The Light Infantry.
7th Duke of Edinburgh’s Own Gurkha Rifles.
The Army Air Corps.
The Royal Army Chaplain’s Department.
Royal Corps of Transport.
Royal Army Medical Corps.

Royal Army Ordnance Corps. 3
Corps of Royal Electrical and Mechanical
Engineers.

Corps of Royal Military Police.
Royal Army Pay Corps.
Small Arms School Corps.

The Royal Army Educational Corps.
Royal Army Dental Corps.
Rovyal Pioneer Corps.

Army Physical Training Corps.
Army Catering Corps.

The Army Legal Corps.

The Berkshire Yeomanry.

The Inns of Court and City Yeomanry.
Royal Gloucestershire Hussars.
The Ulster Defence Regiment.
The Wessex Regiment.

Exclusively cut and tailored in our own workrooms by experienced craftsmen, under the
personal supervision of Mr Golding. : : .
We offer top quality service using the finest Barathea and Superfine materials, with
competitive prices and credit.
Our special fast service is available at no extra charge. :

We can also supply: military ties, blazer, badges, badges of rank, Marcella shirts, )
miniature medals, Sam Browne belts, spuLs, George boots, Mess wellingtons and khaki
shirts.

Full-sized and miniature medals remounted.
Service dress hats, side hats and Blues hats supplied.

e e

Our Representative will call at your
request. Ring (0727) 41321 or write for

|

| details to: 220 Hattield Road, St Aibans,

I Herts AL1 4LW.

| Name......... ey e e L e
l AAAress....... b sun Bl Fn L Ll n i
: ................................................ T8l s
| Please state your particular requirements below:
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at home and abroad.

The proposed axeing of the
two Army divisions and two
RAF stations in Germany will,
in theory, halve Naafi’s
customer base in BAOR,
hitting turnover and profitabil-
ity and, in turn, Naafi’s annual
contribution to the Services in
extra rebate.

This contribution to General
Funds is spent on improving
leisure and recreational facili-
ties for Service personnel; of

the Army’s share, around
£100,000 each year goes on
sport.

Ironically, the thrust of

Naafi’s endeavours in Europe

in recent years has been
providing major shops -
described as ‘“‘centres of

excellence” — and improving
clubs to meet the demand of
current troop levels. So how
will it cope with the reductions
in the pipeline?

Brig James Rucker, Naafi’s
managing director, is quick to
point out that Naafi’s response
will be agreed with the Services
who, at the end of the day,
determine  which facilities
should stay open or shut.

“The withdrawal of Naafi
facilities is likely to go
hand-in-hand with troop pull-
outs: as bases go, so will Naafi’s
operations be run down. In any
event, changes are unlikely to
be sudden but step-by-step.

“We will consult closely with

by
Jennifer Griffiths

the Services, and vice-versa,”
said Brig Rucker.

He added: “In any case,
nothing is likely to happen until
Britain gets the agreement of its
NATO allies and there is a
successful conclusion to the
conventional forces negotia-
tions with the Soviet Union in
Vienna, as Tom King, the
Defence Secretary, said in his
Commons statement.

“Meantime, the Services are
anxious that we should not
simply cut off investment in
Germany. But we will not
sponsor the building of new
shops or the complete redecora-
tion of clubs until the furure
has been properly mapped
out.”

The opening of Naafi’s new
shop in the PSA-funded
Britannia Centre, Berlin, will
thus go ahead on September 18.
The outcome of the so-called
“two-plus-four talks”  will
determine what its uses will be
in years to come.

A far-reaching idea — and a
possible response to changes in
Europe — that Naafi should
extend its customer base from
Service families and certain
civilians to a wider market has
not been discounted. Agree-
ments would mean that the

charter by which Naafi operates
would have to change.

“That is a distinct possibil-
ity,” declared Brig Rucker,
“but not something we would
do without careful thought.
Obviously, it is one of many
options to be considered as we
take stock of how our trading

circumstances will be
changed.”
The results will be

announced shortly of an MoD
scrutiny of Naafi efficiency
which looked at the financial
relationship between Naafi and
MoD.

Brig Rucker said that
generally the scrutiny had been
very supportive of Naafi.

“It is really saying the system
is excellent and well-proven in
comparison with other coun-
try’s systems. The American
system, for example, costs its
government millions of dollars
a year in subsidies.”

Naafi is three years into a
five-year business plan which
includes investment in technol-
ogy. Centralisation at Ames-
bury in Wiltshire will bring
substantial  annual  savings
while the London Headquar-
ters, the impressive Imperial
Court, will be sold.

Whatever the outcome of
changes in Western Europe,
Naafi, often misunderstood,
frequently berated and for
years the butt of music hall

jokes, would be going into the
future with all flags flying, said
the brigadier.

He acknowledged that in the
nearly 70 years Naafi had been
operating, a continuous prob-
lem was getting over their
message to Army wives, often
little interested in the detail of a
complex, multi-million pound
business, but usually Naafi’s
most vehement critics.

But there are important
differences between Naafi and
normal commercial businesses.
Naafi is a co-operative return-
ing its profit to its customers —
the Services — in rebate and
extra rebate.

Individual units decide how
rebate will be spent, usually on
improving recreational facili-
ties.

The Forces have ultimate

control of the business through
the Naafi Council and Naafi
Board on which the three
Services are represented.

It means that unlike multi-
national firms Naafi does not
only set up shop because a good
commercial proposition pre-
sents itself.

It opens up to provide a
service — however remote the
area and few the customers —
where it is decided there is a
welfare need.

Worldwide Naafi, with
10,055 staff, operates 300
family shops, 395 clubs and
canteens, 300 Service shops, 60
ship’s canteens, and 60 other
establishments.

These include mobile shops
and canteens, sub post offices
and insurance centres.

Pricing policy is fixed by the
Naafi Council and is designed
not to be necessarily the
cheapest, but fair and competi-
tive. There is continuous price
testing with comparable shops.

Brig Rucker said Naafi
buying power did not match its
competitors.

“We do not claim to be
always cheaper, but then
neither can any of our
competitors.”

The value of Naafi is best
succinctly illustrated by the fact
that in its near-70 years it has
returned £340 million — almost
£2,500 million in today’s values

— making possible welfare

~amenities the Forces could not

otherwise have provided.

In its efforts to get its
message over it undertook a
massive survey.

Many suggestions have been
implemented, others are being
evaluated.

Col Nicholas Prideaux, as
Army director on the Naafi
Board, represents the custom-
er’s view to Naafi, and vice
versa.

He visits Naafi establish-
ments and Army units to sound
out families’ needs worldwide.

He said: “There is not a
particular problem that seems
prevalent or surfaces regularly
though young soldiers do tend
to be concerned about the
standard of their clubs,
especially abroad.

“We don’t know what the
future holds, but we are trying
to ensure that whatever
happens Naafi has the ability to
respond positively to ensure
custorners continue to get the
best possible service.

“We place a very high value
on customer liaison, and there
are direct lines of communica-
tion unheard of in some
commercial organisations, giv-
ing soldiers and their families a
unique opportunity to air their
VIEWS.

“Naafi should never be taken
for granted.”
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SERGEANT
EDDIE WILLIAMS RE.
BOMB DISPOSAL

X PERT,

rI‘HE ARMY relies on the expertise of highly-trained people like Eddie
Williams. In his mid-twenties, Eddie is already amongst the Armed Forces’ top bomb

disposal experts.

His job demands total concentration.

Eddie says he can’t be distracted by worries, particularly of the financial kind,
which is why he entrusts his money to experts at Halifax Building Society.

For instance, Eddie uses our Xtra Pay scheme to make sure he gets
interest from the day he’s paid because his pay is credited directly to his new Maxim

Current Account.

He can also use his Maxim Card to pay bills, get a statement or simply
withdraw money from over 4000 Cardcash and LINK machines. Alternatively, he can
withdraw money over the counter at any of our branches.

If he’s posted to Germany he knows he will receive the same expert Halifax
advice at any of our five representative offices there.

Because he’s saving for a home, Eddie’s joined the Army’s ‘House Purchase
Savings’ scheme. Eddie knows this scheme gives him the full advantages of a Halifax

savings account, and the guarantee of a mortgage when the time comes.

He knows, too, that the Halifax will be able to offer the right mortgage to suit . e [ For security reasons Eddie

j Williams is a fictitious character.

his needs when he’s ready to think labout bu?fir?g. - . I-SEND FOR YOUR FREE XPERT BROCHURE81

Our Armed Forces Business Unit is ready and waiting to help Eddie any I Picine tick The bastes) foF the ree Hufas beaiore(LY vou secadre: I
time he needs them. The Unit is headed by people who have served in the Forces Hanklng Services Mortgages | Besidential Letting & Savings & Investment Services
g I Maxim Current Account [ Easy Start Mortgages fi:] Management Services O | Instant Xtra (] I
themselves, giving them a special understanding of the problems of housing and Cardcash O | 90 Day Xtra a
. . I Xtra Pay O | Regular Savings Plan O
money management experienced by Service Personnel. 0
itle
Let us send you brochures about any of the ways we help Service people I Forsaathets AT I
with money or property. Just send us the coupon (tick as many boxes as you like) I Address I
and we'll post you the details. I Postcode
. . . . . Tel (inc S : i = I
We look forward to putting our financial expertise at your disposal. Stiine STD carle) P —
I Send the coupon, or any questions, to: = I
The following statements are required under the Consumer Credit Act 1974: Certain loans must be secured by a The Armed Forces Business Unit, Halifax Building Society, HAL'F
mortgage of your property. Written quotations can be obtained on request from your local office or I FREEPOST, Ref DM, Trinity Road, Halifax, West Yorkshire, HX1 2BR. e l
Halifax Building Socicty. Trinity Road, Halifax, West Yorkshire, HX1 2RG. (FREEPOST. no stamp needed). Or telephone us on 0422 333333,
YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEI:ECPU%[;{{)EJQY[’%ENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN I Sicberialei SELA: - Fmancml Xpertise for the Forces,
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Anne

ANNE Armstrong, our
Families Page corres-
pondent, has had so
many dusty answers in
her time when she asks
awkward questions
that she frequently
announces herself as
“That awful Anne Arm-
strong”.

She has heard more
than one senior officer
and a number of civil
servants call her that in
the past.

Today because of her
relentless battle on
behalf of soldiers and
their wives she s
respected at the high-
est levels.

The media itself paid
an unconscious tribute
to her recently by its
demand for her com-
ments when the De-
fence cuts were
announced in the Com-
mons.

A recent day in the
life of ‘Our Annie’ began
at 4.30am when she

BEWARE WHEN A VOICE SAYS -

‘It’s that
awful

Armstrong’

drove to London and
parked at LBC. From
there she went by cab
to the TV am studio
where she was inter-
viewed for the 6.20 slot.
Back to LBC for the 7.20
programme — fitted in a
news item for IRN -
followed by another
live broadcast (LBC) at
8.45am.

At 9.45 she arrived at
one of the Ministry of
Defence buildings to
conduct “normal” busi-
ness and was told BBC
and Sky TV were look-
ing for her.

Off by taxi to Portland
Place (after finishing
her business) and inter-
viewed at 11.15. This
was followed by a GLR
piece at 11.30 and then
she took a cab to Sky
for a live programme at
12.15.

After lunch at the
House of Lords (where
she was involved with a
housing association

meeting) she was inter-
viewed by the Daily
Telegraph ... followed
an hour later by The
Star.

Back to the Lords she
went, to talk to a peer
about severe disable-
ment allowances for
Service families ...
then to the MoD to see
a branch about housing

problems.
She drove from Lon-
don at 5pm ... caught

up with phone calls on
her answering machine
. . helped her husband
move some furniture
... the decorators had
been in ... dropped in
at a farewell party at
Aldershot Garrison
Officers’ Mess ... and
so to bed at 11.30pm.

Anne had spent
another busy day ...
just slightly busier than
all the others.

Words: Bill Moore
Pictures: Mike Perring

Fight to keep FOCUS afloat

FOCUS, the Federation of
Army Wives Office and
Computer Update of Skills,
opened its doors for an
Open Day at Bulford to
enable a variety of people
and interested organisa-
tions to see what it offers.
Since it took in its first
students in 1986 FOCUS
has grown and now offers a
variety of courses to help
wives return to work.
The courses are free to
dependants and there is a
creche. The 1990 brochure
offers:
@® Computer Workshops:
an opportunity for teena-
gers to obtain hands-on
experience of computer

38

systems.

® Office skills: A course
combining typing and short-
hand skills with office
systems and communica-
tions.

@ Bookkeeping: An intro-
duction to the principles of
accounting including led-
ger, wages, petty cash,
double entry and trial
balance (Fee: £30).

@ Basic German: De-
signed to provide German
language skills for wives
about to move to Germany
(Fee: £30).

® Business  Enterprise:
The in-depth consideration
of a self-employment busi-
ness plan. Assistance is

provided by specialists in
the field of small
businesses.

The success of these
courses must be measured
by the number of students
who returned to the work
force (between six and
seven out of every hun-
dred).

The training centre is run
in accommodation pro-
vided by South West
District which also allows
the use of Army Education
Centre facilities.

The MoD has fully
supported the venture in a
wide variety of ways but
with the advent of the
Training Agency in 1989

FOCUS no longer met the
new criteria for project
funding and lost its finance
from the old Manpower
Services Commission.

The MoD have made a
short-term funding alloca-
tion from the Non Public
Funds but this leaves
shortfalls and an uncertain
future.

In 1989 a small contribu-
tion from the RAF enabled
FOCUS to include RAF
wives in the course.

On average £40,000 a
year is needed to keep
FOCUS afloat.

Three years of charitable
funding has come to an
end so any donations are

welcome. During the past
eighteen months FOCUS
had more than £42,000 of
donations in kind and
support from industry.

There is no doubt that its
value is recognised; the job
it does is appreciated.

Penny Clayton followed
in Ruth Kyie's footsteps
and has taken FOCUS
training to new heights.

Her expertise is recog-
nised within the computer
industry and is shown by
the success rate of the
students.

Course details from
FOCUS, 8 Kandy Road,
Bulford Camp, Wilts SP4
9AA. 0980 32800.

The many faces of Anne Armstrong — above
left, concern as she listens to the problems

of an NCO who wants housing advice; below,
answering another telephoned query. She
never tries to dodge a call; above, where it

often begins,

in her

pigeon hole in

SOLDIER’s post room. Despite a schedule
that would exhaust most people she still
finds time to represent Army wives at

various tribunals ... and she runs a home.

ANOTHER
PROBLEM
SOLVED

PROBLEMS related to the
distribution overseas of
DSS leaflets appear to
have been resolved.

Following a recent plea
from a SSAFA social
worker in Germany unable
to obtain a particular
leaflet, | contacted Gillian
Shephard, Parliamentary
Under Secretary of State
for Social Security.

It seems that the DSS
Information has now solved
the distribution problem
with the help of the Postal
and Courier Service at Mill
Hill.

Cpl Charles Timothy is
the central figure in setting
up the new system.

“I'm facing bins of DSS
leaflets at the moment,”
Cpl Timothy told me.
““Shortly the first stocks will
be on their way to all
BFPOs. | am sure the
system will work."”

If your BFPO doesn't
have the pamphlet you
want, ask them to indent for
it.

THE FAMILY PAGES

Anne Armstrong’'s home number is Camberley 29653

DILEMMAS
THAT WON'T
O AWAY

CONTINUING speculation
on the detailed future of the
Army is having the obvious
effect on my post bag.
Take two examples —

Letter 1: ‘My husband
wants to stay in the Army
but | want him to leave now
s0 we can get a house and
settle down. We have three
children and | don't want to
be left homeless if he is
suddenly told to go.”

Letter 2: “Where will we
go if they bring back our
battaiion to the UK when
the MoD is selling off MQs?
Only one of us on our patch
has a home to go to. Do we
stay in, leave early, or wait
for our run-out time?"

A HANDFUL OF

IF YOU are a married ex-
Serviceman or woman with
children and are under
notice to quit married
quarters the Haig Homes
have the following flats and
houses to let.

ANY SERVICE:

Sheffield: First floor newly
modernised flat comprising
three bedrooms, a living
room, kitchen and
bathroom with full gas
central heating and double

glazing. Rent £27 per
week.
Carlisle:  Semi-detached

house comprising three
bedrooms, a fliving room,
kitchen and bathroom with
garden. Rent £20 per
week.

Hull: Semi-detached house
comprising three
bedrooms, two reception
rooms, kitchen and
bathroom with  garden.
Rent £30 per week.

RA ONLY

Dartford:  Semi-detached
house comprising three
bedrooms, two reception
rooms, kitchen and
bathroom with garden.
Rent £20 pre week.
Wimborne: Semi-detached

HOMES
TOLET

house comprising three
bedrooms, two reception
rooms, kitchen and
bathroom with garden.
Rent £23 per week.

Newcastle-Upon-Tyne:
Two semi-detached
houses comprising three
bedrooms, two reception
rooms, kitchen and
bathroom with garden.
Rent £23 per week.

Sunderliand:
Semi-detached house
comprising three
bedrooms, two reception
rooms, kitchen and
bathroom with garden.
Rent £21 per week.

RE ONLY

Chalfont St. Peter:
Semi-detached
three-bedroom semi with
garden. Rent £20.

Write to General
Secretary Haig Homes,
Alan Dobson House,
Green Lane, Morden,
Surrey.

These dilemmas are
very real and will not be
eased until the situation
becomes clearer.

Housing is a matter for
serious concern inside and
outside the Forces.

There are 1,700 irregular
occupants in married quar-
ters in the United Kingdom
and marriage break-ups
are not helping the situa-
tion.

But the number of civilian
homeless registered is
125,000.

With only 13,000 houses
having been built by local
authorities in the past year
the prospects do not look
good.

The target of 44,000
homes to be built by
housing associations for
the next three years seems
to have run into trouble
because of the financial
problems of the Housing
Corporation.

The only scheme specifi-
cally designed to help the
Serviceman is the Joint
Services Discounted Hous-
ing Scheme and that is
beset with difficulties.

The sale of land and
buildings raised £150m in
the period 1988-9; last year
due to the depressed
market the figure was only
£70m.

So, looking at it from the
Treasury’s point of view
there is an argument on
purely commercial grounds
against disposing of the
available surplus housing
stock at least until the
property market picks up.

With the prospect of a
large number of families
being brought back from
Germany under the reorga-
nisation of the Services
over the next five years, as
described by Mr Tom King,
the Defence Secretary, in
the commons, there is an
even better argument for
retaining married quarters
to cope with the problems
bound to occur.

No one knows what the

figure will be but if, say,
5,000 families are added to
those multitudes at present
searching for homes, they
will have a serious impact
on demand.

| believe that there are
14,700 married quarters
now vacant within the three
Services.

Some, | understand, are
in a sad state of repair, and
others in isolated positions.

But the cost of restora-
tion of the most promising
must be worth considering.

Many returning families
are going to be looking for
rented accommodation and
if this was available in the
shape of converted married
quarters, the value of the
Ministry of Defence’s hous-
ing stock and land would
be undiminished. Maybe,
as with council houses,
ex-Service tenants could
be given the same options
to buy at a later date.

Now we know roughly
the size of the reduction in
the Army, provision should
be made for the problems it
will create.

Where it is decided to go
ahead with the sale of
major sites the Ministry of
Defence should make it a
condition that a proportion
of any houses built on them
should be reserved for
Service families.

One thing that must be
done by the MoD is to
identify the fikely extent of
the problem.

| am pleased to see that
at Aldershot the Garrison
Commander, Brig Nigel
Richards, has approved
the distribution of a simple
questionnaire to sound cut
local needs.

| hope he gets a positive
response. No-one should
be put off as names can be
withheld.

Might this not be some-
thing for MoD Cell estab-
lished to look at housing
problems to take up on a
Service-wide basis? The
time to do it is now.
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RODNEY BASHFORD

Sounds great!

Celebration

Band of the Women's
Royal Army Corps
Conductor: Capt Ena
Forster

IT doesn’t seem long
since I married one of the
early ATS girls, yet here
they are celebrating the
50th anniversary of their
formation, and from
which the WRAC was
formed in 1949.

Part one of the disc
contains items loosely
celebratory in mood and
recalls the original ATS March
written by Eddie Spooner, one
of its first bandmasters.

Frescabaldi’s  Praeludium
and Fugue, Elgar’s Nimrod,
and Last Post and Reveille have
solemn overtones, quickly
dispelled with a Jubilant
Prelude, Colonel Bogey, Twin
Eagle Strut (Under the Double
Eagle messed about a bit),
Walton’s Crown Imperial, and
Marching Songs of World War
II, the whole brought to a
fitting conclusion with Auld

| ‘CELEBRATION’

Lang Syne.

Sentimental memories done
with, the girls let their hair
down with a concert in truly
celebratory mood, beginning
with the great march Furchtlos
und Treu and a series of solo
items in Cornet Carillon,
Clarinet Carousel, You Needed
Me on euphonium, Lassus
Trombone, and  Tyrolean
Tuba.

Where No Man has Gone
Before, a medley of ‘“space”
tunes, Khatachurian’s Sabre

Dance, Stage Centre, and
Living in the UK complete the
programme, the latter piece
being in a style the girls do so
well, a rock-jazz arrangement
for vibraphone, keyboards, and
drums, just one of the little
formations they can produce.

The band is these days a
band, not a women’s band as it
was patronisingly called in the
old days.

To compare it with that first
1940s band (a derisory tape of
its first BBC audition still goes
the rounds) is to realise what
advances have been made over
those 50 years, not least in
sheer stamina.

A programme of 21 items
which would have flattened
that early band is here thrown
off with no sign of fatigue,
retaining to the end all the
verve and élan with which it
began. Great stuff.

@ From Bandleader, 7 Garrick
St, London WC2E 9AR or
dealers, price £10.50 for CD
or double cassette.

Bounden Duty: The
Memoirs of a German
Officer 1932-45 by Alexander
Stahlberg. Personal account of
a Prussian front-line officer's
conflict between duty and
conscience, between his military
oath of obedience and common
decency. Published by Perga-
mon Press. Price £17.95.

Dunkirk Inspirational: A
Soldier's Story by Alwyn
Ward. Labour of love, highly
readable and modestly pro-
duced, with all profits going to
the 1940 Dunkirk Veterans
Association Benevolent Fund
and The Society of Friends.
Available from the author, 27
Birchcroft, 17 Nether Edge
Road, Sheffield S7 1RU. Price
£4.95 plus 75p p&p per book.

The Tank Museum Guide:
Not just an excellent guide to the
collection — also a useful potted
history of the development of
armoured  fighting  vehicles.
Good value at £1 plus 52p
postage from The Tank
Museum, Royal Armoured
Corps Centre, Bovington Camp,
Wareham, Dorset BH20 6JG.

Long Stays in Germany by J
A S Abecasis-Phillips. A practic-
al guide to living and working in
Germany. Published by David &
Charles. Price £11.95.

BOOKS
IN

BRIEF

A Dictionary of RAF Slang by
Eric Partridge. It comes as no
surprise to read in the author's
introductory essay to his 1945
book, now re-published, that
much of the slang of the junior
service was adopted over the
years from the Army. Published
by Pavilion Books. Price £6.99.

The Fighting Rovers by L
Geary. lllustrated survey, with
detailed specifications, of the
Rover Company's military
stable. Presentation of this
second revised edition a little
disappointing for the price.
Published in paperback by lan
Henry Publications Ltd. Price
£9.95.

The Humber by Nick Georga-
no and Staff Cars by David
Fletcher. Two motoring titles in
the Shire Albums series.
Published by Shire Publications
Ltd. Price £1.75 each.

Worcestershire Yeomanry
by R J Smith. Eleventh bookiet
in the “Uniforms of the British
Yeomanry Force 1794-1914”"
series, with illustrations by R J
Marrion. Available from The
Robert Ogilby Trust, Connaught
Barracks, Duke of Connaught's
Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11
2LR, price £3.95 plus 34p p&p.

World War One: 1916 by
Philip Haythornthwaite. Third of
five in the series of ‘‘Fotofax
Soldiers” paperbacks. Pub-
lished by Arms and Armour
Press. Price £4.95.

Death from the Skies by Lt
Col Bob Wyatt. lllustrated story
of the Zeppelin raids over
Norfolk on January 19, 1915.
Published in paperback by
Gliddon Books, Norwich. Price
£6.95.

The Diary of Sgt W McMillan
edited by Keith Hingle. The
Crimean War in the words of a
Coldstreamer — a fascinating
and unique record of his life and
times, with contemporary photo-
graphs. Published by The
Coldstream Guards and avail-
able in paperback from Regim-
ental Headquarters Coldstream
Guards, Wellington Barracks,
Birdcage Walk, London SW1E
6HQ. Price £2.50 plus 75p p&p
(all profits to Regimental Funds).
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HOTLINE
0367 241225
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ALLIT LACKS IS TAX

What it doesn’t lack is performance, prestige, luxury and style. With quality and professionalism through our
national network of specialist dealers.

* Expert advice and test drive — friendly personal service.

3%

400

* Delivery where you want it - shipping arranged.
* Flexible finance - tailored to suit you.

* Used car disposal facility.

* Widespread after sales care network.

Wherever you are in the world, if you’re considering a new
car tax free for export, or tax paid for return to Britain,

you could be on the way to owning a prestigious new Rover.
Call us now or send the coupon for your Rover information pack.

Please send me details on the following: (tick box as appropriate)
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U

SCET - , Rover 800 []  Rover 200 4-door []  Rover 200 5-door [] I
FRES:&%&?;L“{“"‘ The new Rover 400 Series [ Montego [] Maestro [] Metro [ Mini (]
l For uscin: (Country) Darereq'd l
Name plus rank: I
Address:
|
Tel. No: (Day) (Eve)
T A-X FREE l Current make and model: Likely change date: I
— SscE LPost to: SCE Ltd., FREEPOST, Faringdon, Oxon SN75BR. (No stamp required, if mailed in UK or BFPO) S 20/08/30
g —= ===\
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Korean War
— without

the Glosters

IF readers expect from the title
Korea: The Unknown War an
account of the fighting and a
description of the tactical
battles of this conflict they will
be disappointed.

The British reader will be
even more disappointed when
he finds the only reference to
UK units in this “illustrated
history” by Jon Halliday and
Bruce Cumings is a photograph
of The Gloucester public house
in London and a caption which
reads “the sign commemorates
a bartle on the Imjin River in
April 1951, when a British
battalion, the Gloucesters,
staged a delaying action against
Chinese forces.”

This must surely rate as the
shorrest commentary ever on a
magnificent and heroic action.

Our RSM: He’s a
breed apart

SENIOR warrant officers pro-
vide such a vital link between
commanding officers and the
non-commissioned ranks that it
comes as something of a shock
to realise that the appointment
of sergeant majors as we know
it dates back only to the early
19th century.

But the origins of the title
extend much further; indeed to
the 16th century, when the
sergeant major general was an
officer of high rank, the title
coming down to us as Major
General.

Richard Alford’s book, On
the Word of Command, is a
collection of case histories of
regimental sergeant majors,
and of some of the legends that
surround these remarkable
men.

With two distinct faces of the
RSM, it is logical that the book
should be in two parts: “Ou
Campaign™ and “On Parade”,
each rich in history and legend.

Case histories begin with that
of the long-serving Masterton
McIntosh, sergeant major of
the 7th Regiment, The Camer-
on Highlanders, whose exploits
in the Napoleonic Wars are
worthy of a separate book.

The Crimean War is repre-
sented by Tim Gowling, who
served with the 7th Royal
Fusiliers for more than 20 years
overseas out of his 22 with the
colours.

Stephen Wright of the
Coldstream Guards is the
author’s selection for the Boer
War. Wright was later commis-
sioned, becoming Inspector of
Catering with a rank of
lieutenant-colonel. After retire-
ment he served two terms as
Mayor of Windsor.

RSM Harold Scott of the
Second Bradford Pals (18th
Battabion, Prince of Wales’s
Own West Yorkshire Regim-
ent) survived the horrors of
July 1916 on the Somme to
become a police superintendent
in Bradford.

Second part of the book is
concerned with sergeant majors
“largely selected to work in
some of the finest military
training establishments in the
world, for their capacity to

teach drill and ceremonial” —
the academy sergeant majors,
RSMs of Eaton Hall and Mons
Officer Cadet Schools, as well
as garrison sergeant majors of
Headquarters London District,
and RSMs of the Guards
Depot.

ASM Lord has gone down in
history as the inventor of the
offence, “idle fluff on beret”,
but playing the parade ground
game revealed only one aspect
of ASM Lord.

The author, who wrote a
book about him, understand-
ably relates numerous anec-
dotes. “It can truly be said that
ASM John Clifford Lord, MBE
MVO, had a profound influ-
ence upon the whole of the
British Army, and the armies of
other countries, over the last
forty years. . . ”’ -BJ

On the Word of Command: A
Pictorial History of the Reg-
imental Sergeant Major by
Richard Alford. Published by
Spellmount Publishers. Price £25

The Press release claims that
the authors have “cut through
the propaganda on both sides 10
reach the truth about the
‘Unknown War’ - the war
which nobody seems to have
won or lost. The result is a full
and unpartisan account of an
extraordinary conflict.”

The authors may be Amer-
ican but I detected a great deal
of partisanship towards the
North Koreans and antipathy
towards their own country.

They also make a lot of
references to “internal US
documents™ without quoting
the authority concerned, and
use comments such as “there is
now evidence” without saying
where they found it.

The latter comment was used
about the absence of the USSR
delegate from the UN Security
Council on June 25, 1950 which
led to UN intervention in
Korea: “There is now evidence
that the Soviet delegation was
explicitly ordered to stay away
from the UN.”

They suggest this was a
Russian ploy “to suck the USA
into a war, hoping ultimately to
blood the Chinese against
American soldiers” and that it
would also destroy the UN and
“reveal it as an American tool.”
No comment.

The text mercifully is
relieved by some 180 photo-
graphs, many of which show
the effects of “the heaviest and
most sustained bombing ever
known” which may have
induced the end of hostilities,
although there has been no
formal agreement between the
North and South terminating
what the authors call the Civil
War.

Sadly the “two regimes are
far apart on ways to achieve
both reconciliation and reuni-
fication”, but so were East and
West Germany. Let us hope the
miracle which happened in
Berlin will also happen in
Panmunjom. — PSN

Korea: The Unknown War by
Jon Halliday and Bruce Cumings.
Published by Penguin Books.
Price £9.99.
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ZIPPO LIGHTERS

ENGRAVED IN COLOUR WITH

PWP

PERSONAL WATER PURIFIER

Removes ALL Viruses, Bacteria
and Parasites even from highly
contaminated water.

Satisfactorily tested by the London School of
Hygiene and Tropical Medicine with water
samples contaminated to the same levels as
found in raw sewage! - a test no ordinary
water filter could pass.

The impact-resistant PWP (500gms) fits
directly onto the '58 or '85 Water bottle and
will filter and purify any biologically
contaminated water source to provide safe,
sterile water for drinking, wound dressing or
food preparation at the rate of 8'= mins. per
litre, without any extra treatment whatsoever.

In additiort, the PWP will also significantly

YOUR REGIMENTAL CREST

PURIFICATION CHAMBER
OF UNIQUE RESIN-IODINE

PRE-FILTER
———COARSE PRE-FILTER

The original petrol
windproof lighters.

Guaranteed for life or
repaired free of charge.

Delivered duty paid UK
or duty free overseas.

reduce many chemical contaminants,
especially nitrates.

An Optional Outlet Spout ('85 Pattern Water
Filter) is also available to remove the
sterilising residual iodine (only 4ppm), if
required.

PWP £23.85
Outlet Spout — £8.60

Please add £1.00 (orders under £15.00) or
£2.00 (orders over £15.00) for insured p&p
to all UK and BFPO address.

Cheque, P.O. or Credit Card details (inc.

expiry date) to:
: Fighting Fit

(Soldier Offer) Cavatina, Netherfield, East Sussex, TN33 9QB.

EN

Tel: 042482 249

Our Catalogue of selected Survival, First Aid and Outdoor
Equipment is sent with all orders or just send 50p.

Minimum engraved

order 50

Also available, Zippo Camouflage Lighters, Knives, Keyholders
and Writing Instruments — no minimum order requirement.
For full details complete the coupon below and send to:

W AINGRAM ASSOCIATES LTD., 36 HERTFORD ST, LONDON W1

PURFIED WATER HELD Please send me full details about how to obtain Zippo lighters engraved
__L,_mm,,,._, with my Regimental Crest.
the purfer whan ol n use
V21 | U S A SR
ADDRESS ..o oot s

INTRODUCING THE NEW LANCER LIFTBACK

You needn't take the scenic route to
fully appreciate the virtues of Mitsubishi's
permanent 4 wheel drive system.

In town, on motorways or off the
beaten track, the car reacts to road conditions
in a split second.

To avoid wheelspin, the Lancer's viscous
coupling unit and rear limited slip differential
distribute power between all four wheels for
maximum traction. And maximum safety.

Expect also an electric tilt and slide

RECOMMENDED RETAIL PRICES OF THE L ANCER 1800 GLX) WD LIF TBACK

FOR NATO F(

The new Mitsubishi Lancer Liftback.
With a free 3 year 100,000 kilometre warranty.

Please send me details of the new Lancer Liftback
and my nearest Dealer.

glass sunroof, electric windows, power steer-
ing and central locking — all standard on
both the 1800 GLXi 4WD and the 1500 GLX
2WD models.

‘ Name. ‘
But 4 wheel drive isn't your sole measure i
Address
of security. Like all Mitsubishi cars, the Lancer ‘ Pisatioita
stcode
is protected by a free three year 100,000 kms ;
J Tel. No ‘
limited mileage warranty and a six year anti s
I et e © . . BISHI
corrosion perforation guarantee. |gnf\1nduh Designed to be driven. "o
For a better grasp of the Lancer Liftback’s % 5 The Colt CinCaipalkiy Ltd

w0

Watermoor, Cirencester, Glos. GL7 1LF. Tel: 0285 655777

S5 INCLUDE CAR TAX AND VAT BUT EXCLUDE ' ON THE ROAD CHARGES

superior road holdm;, simply cllp the coupon.

3 LANCER 1500 GLX 2WD AUTOMATIC 579 PRICES CORRECT AT THE TIME OF
INTA l‘ THE € Z‘I\IAR\,WMH&N‘IU\ wa'm.i DOR CIRENCESTER 7ILF TEL

WD MAN

5LOS
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HOW OBSERVANT ARE YOU?

The pictures below differ in ten details. Find
them and you could be £50 richer or win a new
book. Just circle the differences in the right hand
picture, cut out the whole panel, add vour name
and address and send to HOAY 494, SOLDIER,
Ordnance Road, Aldershot GU11 2DU by Sept 7.
Do not include anything else in your envelope.

More than one entry can be submitted but
photocopies cannot be accepted.

The first correct entries drawn will be the
winners. No correspondence can be entered into.

The names of the winner of the £50 first prize
and two runners-up will be announced in the
October 1 issue.

COMPETITION
494

Name: (Give rank or title) Address:

BASIN ST.
BLUES

A BUO

BRITCON trio soak
up the Army scene

BDR Roger Essex, Pte Harry Harris and Pte
Mick Wroe enjoy a break in Israel's Dead Sea.
All three are members of the 35-strong British
Contingent of the Multinational Force and
Observers (MFO).

The MFO is a peace-keeping force situated
along the Egyptian—Israeli border in the Sinai
desert. BRITCON is one of the smallest of 11
contingents at a former Israeli Air Force base
in El Gorah.

The British are responsible for providing
clerks, drivers and various other support roles.
Britain also fills the prestigious post of Force
Sergeant Major, a job presently filled by WO1
Edward Bradshaw of the Royal Irish Rangers.

All soldiers are volunteers and serve for an
unaccompanied period of six months. During
that time there is plenty of opportunity to visit
the many historic sites in the Middle East and
most of the contingent members have seen
Cairo, the Pyramids, Jerusalem and
Bethlehem.

In addition there is the opportunity to try
scuba diving in the Red Sea, known to be the
best place for diving anywhere in the world.

Pte Mick Wroe from the 1st Battalion, The
Duke of Wellington's Regiment is looking-
forward to his leave, when he hopes to visit
Jordan.

LBdr Essex, from 47 Field Regiment on
Thorney Island, has recently taken part in a

camel safari to the interior of the desert. "It
was a really inhospitable place with daytime
temperatures reaching 125°F and it hasn't
rained in some areas for years,” he said.

“‘Mind you, sitting on a camel for two days is
something else too!".

Despite the barren surroundings of the Sinai
the camp has all the facilities of any garrison in
the UK, plus plenty of sun.

Once acclimatised, BRITCON members

have a reputation for participating in every
sport going on. They may not always win at
such American-biased games as softball but
they do a great deal to “‘fly the flag” for Britain.

OC of the contingent, Capt John Whitwam
from The Royal Regiment of Fusiliers, sums
up the MFO as: A very different experience
for soldiers used to the British Army way of
life, but one of the few opportunities to see the
Middle East, courtesy of the Army.”
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- SITUATIONS VACANT

RANGE SAFETY OFFICER

Warcop Training Area in
Cumbria requires a Range
Officer in Mar 91. RO3 grade.
Applicants will be commis-
sioned, probably Infantry, fit and

CVPLUS |

H.M. FORCES SPECIALISTS

CV PLUS, (Dept S).
The Stores. The Street, Worth.,
near Deal, Kent CT14 0DG

GOING CIVI?
Sell your Skills and Experiences in 2
Professional way with a well presented C.V.
Contact;

TASGARD LIMITED
Training and Occupational Advisory Service
139/141 Havant Road, Drayton,

WE SPECIALISE
VS IN H.M. FORCES
Management, Technical,
Administration or Supply.
For free details:

SERVICE-CV, (Dept A),
2 Tern Gdns,

Tel: (0304) 614078 (24 hrs) 4

preferably with a knowledge of
range management and organ-
isation.

Shooting and fishing readily
available. A S

BRITOOL

PLYMOUTH PL7 3HZ.
TEL: (0752) 344842 (24 hrs). or27

Portsmouth PO2 2AA
0705 210692 12F2

Contact Commandant on
Warcop Mil 3223. s

THE MARQUE OF SKILL
OPPORTUNITIES IN THE
DEALER SALES TEAM

Britool, a member of Europe's largest tool manufacturing group, are
expanding their established Automotive Van Sales dealer network.

PROFESSIONAL TAILOR- MADE CV SERVICE

Laser Princed
FOR YOUR FREE BROCHURE
TEL (0366) 385431
Answerphone Out of Hours
FAX (0366) 387856
or write to:
B.S.S. CV SERVICES (Dept 8).,
51 Launditch Crescent, Downham Market,
Norfolk PE38 9RB. 1216
A Prompt, Confidential Service at Competitive Rates

Using the unique Hallmark formula, a proven product range and
professional management, Britool are able to offer you an exciting
opportunity to run your own business.

NEED A CV?

For free details contact the
specialists in CV production.

(Forces Dept.)
Sution Goihald Rewards are high for those who are prepared to put in maximum effort.
T If you feel ready for an exciting, challenging, new career why not

SE?E-:/SSI%?ES - contact us at BRITOOL for further information.

Write or telephone: Mrs Marlene Hollands, Britool Ltd., Automotive
Division, Churchbridge Works, Walsall Road, Cannock, Staffs
WS11 3JR. Tel: (0922) 419977. Fax: (0922) 418940.

WORKWRITE CV SERVICES

A professional CV writing service
specialising in helping the professional
soldier through to interview stage.
Resumé service also available for North
America and Offshore.

Contact: Workwrite CV Services
Huntingdon House
163 Monarch Road 11114
Eaton Socon, Cambs PE19 3JP
Telephone: 0480 218794 Fax: 0525 210183
Company Registered under the Data Protection Act 1984

Overseas Appointments for

® Word Processing
® Desk Top Publishing

: Rapier System Technicians

i\

7" siGNATURE :

3’ ~CVs Airwork Limited have vacancies for qualified Technicians with recent

Wa s Smairce s peociucing préisssionl 1st/2nd/3rd line servicing experience on Rapier Systems to work on a
civilian contract supporting the Sultan of Oman’s Armed Forces. Age range

For free details:
Signature, Alexander House, Station Road, 22to 54,]ONC/ BTEC (or equivalent) an advantage, clean driving licence
essential.

)] @ Curriculum Vitae
ot

Aldershot GU11 1BQ

Tel: 0252 344454 12t
. = i Thﬁse ll:zlnaccompanli(ed, renewable (15 molrllths minimum) contracts
ofter the chance to work as part of a large, well-motivated expatriate British
UNITED SERVICES MESS community in a pleasant, friendly country which enjoys one of the best
WHARTON ST, CARDIFF climates in the Middle East.
CF12AG Benefits include:
Require
FULL-TIME STEWARD/ESS. s Tax free salary, allowances & bonuses.
Excellent Accommodation & Free messing and air-conditioned accommodation.
provided. & Free medical care.
Full experience of the 8 Freelife and accident insurance.
licensed/catering trade a 8 Good sporting and recreational facilities.
requirement. ¢ Enjoyable social conditions. _
Pesssend il desso SR i e
Famer. A wiking, ta the ¢ The chance of promotion. -

Secretary at above address. 2o

Why not write (no stamp required) with CV to Mr. D. Milne, Airwork

A UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY Limited, FREEPOST, Christchurch, Dorset BH23 6BR, quoting reference S/15.

If you really want to make a great deal of
honest money with very little outlay,
working from home, then let me tell you
how. For free details, send name and
address only to:-

David J Griffin
Euro-Weststar
38 Wellington Road
Bournemouth, Dorset BH8 8JW

@ Airwork

Limited
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THE LONDON
SURGERY CE

Affordable no waiting-list,
walk-in-walk-out service with
consultant surgeon. Removal
of moles, warts, cysts, small
tattoos, adult circumcision,
varicose veins, piles,
vasectomy reversal, etc.

?‘5‘071—383 5703
THE SURGICAL
A

SCHOOL CLOTHING
NAMETAPES

Mailed in 28 days after receipt.

3 doz (same name) £6.00

6 doz (same name) £6.60

12 doz (same name) £8.30
Please enclose cheque/PO payable
to Boddingtons.
Write name in block letters stating
red/blue/black lettering.
Boddingtons, Doodles. Cannons
Lane, Hatfield Broad Oak,
Bishop’s Stortford, Herts. 15

DVISORY SERVICE
108 Whitfield St, London W1P 6BE

SOLDIER MART

Battlefield Tours The m; Firing line
by Galina International Ei‘,____':"“‘“g‘&“ﬂ
Ypres, Somme, Vimy, = ' ACTION BOOKS!

Dunkirk, Alamein,
Arnhem, Normandy,
Rhine Crossing

1000's of titles on: Survival, Special Forces,
Martial Arts, Ninja, Knife World, Firearms, Living
off the Land, Hunting, Personal Success Library,
Outdoor Sports, Health & Fitness.
Complete set of catalogues - £1.00.

THE OUTDOORSMAN'S BOOKSTORE pert.s.

:0482 804409 L

SOLDIER accepts no responsibility for the accuracy of
advertisements, or for any matters arising, or losses suffered
by readers as a result of an advertisement. Whilst SOLDIER
takes care to ensure that advertisements comply with the
British Code of Advertising Practice, the acceptance of an
advertisement for publication does not endorse that product
or service, and readers are advised that they should take
adequate precautions before sending any money, or entering
into any legally binding agreement. 8126

GENUINE ISSUE KIT

These new (Britton) Boots are the
lightweight waterproof issue which have
been on trial with the British Army.
We have all sizes from 6-12.
£42.99 + £2.25 p&p

@ Northern Ireland Boots £27.99
@® DMS Ankle Boots £22.99
@ DMS Shoes £22.99
® AMMO Boots £49.99
All orders plus £2.25 p&p please
SILVERMAN'S, DEPT S
Mile End, London E1 4PS
Credit Card phone 071-7-900-900
Free Catalogue phone 071-7-90-5257
Personal Callers Welcome Mon-Fri 9-5pm, Sun 10-1pm 10f8

GENUINE ISSUE KIT

“Britain’s Leading Supplier of Kit to the Professionals”
' | ®PT Track Tops,

new (Old pattern) £27.50
® PT Vest, red border,

new £5.99
® PT Vest, v-neck red or

white, new £6.99
® PT Belt, red, new £9.99
® PT Badges, new £1.99

P&P on any order £2.25
Please state sizes required

CREDIT CARD
PHONE
071-7-900-900

Send remittance to:

SILVERMAN'’S (S)
Mile End, London E1 4PS
Telephone: 071-790 5257

Personal callers Mon-Fri 9-5pm Sunday 10-1pm

“Britain’s Leading Supplier of Kit to the Professionals’:

Liangorse, Brecon, Powys LD3 7UE Telephone: Liangorse (087484)660

%k K ok ok K ok ok ok ok ok K K K K K k kK K K K K XK

LOANS

£1,000-£7,500

CLEAR EXISTING UP TO DATE LOANS, HP,
CREDIT CARDS INTO ONE LOWER

REPAYMENT, CASH SPARE, CARS,
FURNITURE, HOLIDAYS, MOTORBIKE.

# Confidential service # No fees or hidden charges
v Good benefits for early settlement
# 100% mortgages available +
 Call us now or keep this advert for future use =
loans for those aged 21+ with UK Bank
or Building Society current account.

For more information and written details, ring 0929-423925
(from overseas 0044-929 423925). 9am-9pm 7 days.
NORSTAR FINANCE
Licensed by the Office of Fair Trading as Lenders,
Brokers and Debt Counsellors. s
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X Kk Kk ok Xk Xk ok K ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok %k %k %k %k

“Colleagues were amazed at the cheaper prices
of your Peugeots. | am satisfied | obtained the best
possible price with no compromise on service.”
Major Harrison
Camberley

ql
“Having looked at the pn'ces\

dealers your basic prices are
very much lower.”

2%,

Advanced Car Exports
205a Regents Park Road, London N3 3LN. Telephone: 081-346 0550

_____.__..__._____.___>€

I NAME AND RANK ... o SR Y R e e g I
lam interestedinanew (makeand model) ..............cocoocvviiiiiiiiii I
FOrusein (CoUMIY) ..o I

Please describe

Requesteddeliverydate................................ - Part exchange
FINANCE[] INSURANCE ] 1213 Separately
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SOLDIER MART
Engra ved English

2 pairs elastic (= 1 card) for £1.85 incl. p & p.
Reductions on orders of 36+, write for details

RUBBER STAMPS

MADE TO ORDER

Whatever you want on a Stamp, Regimental
logo, Name, No, something funny or rude.
4*_9 For admin - anything!
,ntftodﬁ 2’ x 1" -£9.99inc. 3" x 2" £11.99 inc.
o ,FIL‘ Cheque with order to MK Marking Systems
'M" 32 Carters Lane, Kiin Farm, Milton Keynes MK11 3YR
Telk (0908) 561676 Fax: (0908) 562551

MILITARY INSIGNIA

NEW 38 page illustrated catalogue contains:

% UK's best selection of Vietnam era insignia — all combat units, ARVN
Forces, Riverine and Mike Forces.
* UK's largest range of US Special forces badges (over 170 different always in stock
including 70 Beret flashes).
* Over 165 different French Foreign Legion badges, including dozens of disbanded units.
* World-wide wings to 73 countries — most ltalian, Spanish, Belgian, West German,
Austrian, South African, Canadian, Dutch and French para insignia in stock.
* All current British anodised, cloth and officers badges held.

In fact at well over 2,000’ items probably the best stock of military insignia

around today.
Catalogue: £2.00 (Refundable on first order)

Mike Lapworth 109 Reedley Road, Bristol BS9 1BE.

10124

SOLID BIIASSdSTATllETTES
REGIMENTAL BADGES

direct from Makers

9’ tall solid brass soldier circa 1990 in battle
dress and complete with either SA 80 or SL rifle.
Stands on an engravable octagonal base. Weighs
over 3lbs.

SILK SCR
4
rice £17.50 plus £2.75 p&p 2 4\ ¥ J
2" tall wood base 21§
£20.00 plus £2.75 p&p

makes a first class presentation piece.
6 tall W.R.A.C. statuette circa 1990. At the
salute complete with WRAC badge on base.

price £8.95 plus £2.50 p&p
6" tall WWII A.T.S, statue at the salute with badge

and base.
price £8.95 plus £2.50 p&p

9" WWII soldier in full battle dress with .303 rifle.
Weighs over 4'lbs.

price £17.50 plus £2.75 p&p
9" WWII paratrooper in full kit with sten gun and
para badge on base.

price £17.50 plus £2.50 p&p
9" WWII airman in full flym$ kit.

price £17.50 plus £2.50 p&p

Large size high definition Regimental badges.
Average size: 4" tall by 2.75" wide.

Available now are: RE., RA., RAOC, RASC,
RCT., MP., SAS., Paras, Gloucesters, Welch
Fusiliers, Green Jackets, Army Air Corps, 16th
Lancers, R. Marines, Duke of Edinburgh's R Reg.,
Anglian Reg., Cheshire Reg., A T.S. and W.R.A

Badges: £2.50 each with martingale strap £3.50.
Mounted on 5"x4" polished wood plinth £4.50 on 6"
polished wood shield £5.50 plus 75p p&p

For price iist send SAE fo:

Austin Farina, Black Horse Ci e, Gorcott Hill,
ey, Worcs B98 9EU.
Telephone: 052 785 2831

With extra polished 1?

For free full
information

contact:

(Dept. SO )
Westmead
Westmead

™9
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T-SHIRTS & SWEATSH
JOG-SUITS, SPORTS-SHIRTS & BASEBALL CAPS

SPRINT

RN

PEWTER WARE

}| Tankards, goblets and flasks
|| engraved with regimental
| and Corps badges.

From
£5.75+ VAT
QUANTITY DISCOUNTS

AVAILABLE s

WL_134 Archer Road, Shefﬁeld S8 o;z Tel: (0742) 500338 W

Wilton House School

Battle, Hastings
East Sussex TN33 9BS
0424 83234

Co-educational boarding and day school

Head office and
senior school:
Catsfield Place
Battle

GCSE and ‘A’ Levels =,
13-18 years s

Junior school:
Broomham
Guestling
Hastings
& 5-13 years
Qj‘a
o avec 3
Small classes. Remedial and individual tuition arranged
when rquired. Computer workshop, swimming pools,
tennis courts, games fields and horseriding. Escort services
to and from airports. Special terms for Service children
additional to Service grants.
Established since 1954.
Apply: The Principal at head office

f

EEN PRINTED gz
OWN DESIGN 4

* Free Proof Garment
* Free Design Service

\\ x Fast Efficient Service

colour brochure and
pack from the U.K's

leading supplier to H.M. Forces

..-’ :
Printing House,

Industrial Estate,
Drive, Swindon

SN5 7YT, Wiltshire.




SOLDIER MART

BEERSTEINS, Bavarian type,
P Ve irs with crest fired-on made Complete your
NAME TAPES to order, ask for samples kit with
60 pieces (min)
(IN SETS OF SIX TAPES) DM11.30 per piece
ANY QUANTITY SUPPLIED - OMED S sode SOLDIER
S.A.E. FOR PRICELIST. .?\ 120 and more Order your copy from your
i DM9.80 per pi I

Lancashire Pleating Co. Ltd, el ailconte mﬁugeiceex newsagent today!
Lees Road, : works, add local taxes Or take out an
Kirkby Industrial Estate, ANDRESEN, Zur Rosenau 1 annual subscription
Liverpool L33 7SA. 6258 Runkel-Hofen. Tel: 06482-2344, £15.05 UK, £10.00 BFPO,
Phone: 051-546 5161/2, 70 Telex: 48 48 88 printd a2 £19.55 overseas.

0]

g

Soldier Magazine subscriptions

rdnance Road, Aldershot,
Hants GU11 2DU.
Tel: 0252 347353

or Aldershot Mil 2353

118

EMBROIDERED
SWEATERS

MICHAEL JAY

Exclusive 'HANDCUT'
TAILORING
Our UNBEATABLE

MESS DRESS ]
oyjer 4
INCLUDES :

% 14 Daydespatch
or

48hr.despatch
EXPRESS service
Lowest prices
Highest quality
Best jit

Best payment terms
Local agents to measure in most areas
UK and abroad including Berlin

Please telephone:
Stowmarket 0449-766088

As Our customers say

“The service is simply UNBEATABLE'
VIOLET HILL ROAD, STOWMARKET, SUFFOLK

AERER ¥

SCOTTISH LAMBSWOOL OR [

ACRYLIC SWEATSHIRTS,
SPORTSHIRTS & BODYWARMERS
ALSO

EMBROIDERED BADGES -

SUPERB QUALITY — MIN 50.
~ TIES—WOVEN (MIN 52) OR PRINTED (MIN 36)
Sy ' SCREENPRINTED T’s OR SWEATS (MIN 36)
: WRITE OR PHONE FOR FREE BROCHURE
u Portkil Bay, Kilcreggan
ns 'Sn Dunbartonshire
MOTIFS 26

Tel: (0436 84) 2581/2716
Telex: 778251

5
\ Te

Complete Design Screen Print
service

BN

A-ONE DESICNG

p

T-Shirts
Sweatshirts

Please
mention

SOLDIER
when replying
to
advertisements

18

For froe price list
imbormation st

5 Brook Street, Chester
I: Chester (0244) 311028

4

WE'LL GIVE YOU THE CREDIT FOR BEING WELL DRESSED

5 MONTH’S
INTEREST FREE
CREDIT

a

For Warrant Officers and Sergeants of most Corps:

JACKET TROUSERS WAISTCOAT
CHEVRON DRESS SHIRT BOW TIE

£245.00

EXCL
VAT

For a quotation for your Regiment or Corps please contact us (see below)

SOVEREIGN
TAX-FREE

CMA

DALE ST, BOUGHTON
TEL: CHESTER (0244) 311578

COMPLETE ENGINE GASKET SETS ALL WITH
SEALS

Ford xifiow .............£11.30  2.32BV6. ....£29.95
OHC........ocieenee. £19.98  1.31.6CVH £16.95
Fiesta 9/1.1 £15.75 Hunter 1725..........£11.95
13BLMC.............E14.95 1256 Chevette....... £11.20
16/19CAV RWD ....£18.50 1.3 Astra £16.50
2Lir AWD £1850 1.6Astra.. .. £17.50
VB3 Lir ....£26.95 VB Rover............ £33.90
PISTON SETS WITH RINGS
Xflow sooi E4B 1256 Chevette............ E40
OHGC oo mntaitionnnscs EB0 7 13 ASIR ..o £80
Fiesta9/1.1..... £59 1.5Astra. £120
V63 Lir .. £126 2LUrRWD..........c.o.. £125
V628 ..o E110 16/19AWD £75
(61 1, O £80 1.3 Metro £80
Try us for Pistons not listed
CAM LIFTERS/FOLLOWER SETS
XFLOW L2090~ 127, s 202
OHC. ....£15.60 VBRover............ £64.80
Opel RWD (solid) ...£29.50 V6.3 LIr £28.20
1256 Chevette £1032 Vve28... £23.40
CVH v £39.60  Avenger............... £19.60
OIL PUMPS
Mini Metro L £1020 Xflow............... £14.85
Metro Turbo ...........£21.50 OHC £14.45
B Series £25.90 . Fiale .. iiminns £17.05
Sunbeam 1.6 ........£33.256 V63 Lir £18.35
1256 Chevette .......£16.96 28V6 £25.35
F.A.T.HP/HC Xfflow OHC FIESTA....................... £25.50

INADDITION TOTHE SAMPLELIST ABOVE WE STOCK
NEW

STD Camshatts Timing Chains

Camshaft kits Tensioners

Camshaft followers Timing belts

Rocker shafts Fan belts

Rockers arms Timing gears

New cylinder heads Oil pump kits

Head streich bolts Head gasket sets

Exhaust/iniet valves Bottom gasket sets

Valve springs Water pumps

Valve guides Wheel bearings

Crankshaft bearings Fuel Pumps

Piston ring sets Flywheel ring gears
SECURICOR £5.50

P.P.3.50 - All ltems - VAT Free - Export
Hundreds of crankshafts, blocks, heads,
camshafts, oll pumps etc.

Mail Orders Taken By Phone

1013

|
1 B naVERANK
| T

Sovereign FREEPOST
Station Rd, Tidworth, Hants. SP? 7BR

s

1 1 Aooress

 CARSALES

Send the FREEPOST
Coupcen today

for your
Most SOVEREIGN GUIDE
makes and latest TO TAX FREE CARS.

models available

hd

TEL:

I DELIVERY REQUIRED BY: _
| AM INTERESTED IN

4 | e

COUNTRY OF USE

®,; UK (0980) 43333 or Freephone from Holland 06-0229040; Belgium 11-32-12; Germany/Berlin (local call cost) 0130-44-96
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~ SOLDIER MART

: v )
CHELIFERBOOKS | (BADGES ! ..
Military books bought Stickers, Flags and Car Badges, Club Ties,
and sold Tie Pins and Cuff-Links, Plaques, Table

Send SAE for catalogue to:
Mike Smith, Todd Close,
Curthwaite, Carlisle,
Cumbria CA7 8BE

Tel: (0228) 711388 .

Mats, War Medals, Buttons and Uniform

Accessories. We offer a comprehensive

service for promotional crested articles.
S.AE. for details

KAYSON

\___ 19 Glencoe Avenue, liford IG2 7AL )

NAME, ADDRESS, TEL. No. or any
words you need up to 6 Lines
1000 Self Adhesive Labels 19 x 40mm
Black on White geng  Black on Gold 1

STATIONERY 200 8" x 6" Printed
Sheets + 50 plain + 100 Envelopes
£14 Phone—Write for full details

Able-WOVEN ) 72 Black on White
.Name Tapes) o £3.50
100% Polyester. Wash-Dry Clean

TAX FREE
MOTOR-CYCLES
All makes supplied. Finance and part
exchange arranged. Worldwide export
service. JET-SKI's AND WET BIKES

EIIE |E|"I'I;0nlv u& tof30 woven letters/spaces now available.

-or School, Uniforms, Workwear etc.

Order in CLEAR BLOCK CAPITALS INTERNATIONAL MOTOR-CYCLES
with payment TODAY! Del. 21 Days Otto Han Str 1, Paderbom/Sennelager,

Steepleprint Ltd - Dept SO - Earls Barton
NORTHAMPTON NN6 OLS - Tel 0604 810781

W. Germany.
Tel:05254 1680  Fax:05254 13849 4117

EPAULETTE
SLIDES

For officers or other ranks. With
or without unit designation.

S.A.E. for price list.

Lancashire Pleating Co. Ltd,
Lees Road, Kirkby Industrial
Estate, Liverpool L33 7SA.

Phone: 051-546 5161/2. 710

4 '
BEST PRICES
sovene. V'STA
FREE DESIGN
SERVICE TIES

BADGES, PLAQUES AND TIES

PRICES INCLUDE VAT AND POSTAGE CHARGES
We produce HAND MADE BLAZER BADGES IN FINE WIRES AND SILKS at
£10.95 each. Also attractive WALL PLAQUES at £15.45 and CAR BADGES at
£13.45 each. REGIMENTAL TIES (striped design) at £5.45 each (RA FLASH
£6.28). Crested designs £7.08. Send SAE for Services Price List.

D. J. Parkinson, HM Services Hand Embroiderers (Dept S), 124 Valley
Drive, Brighton BN1 5FF. Telephone Brighton (0273) 501213 during
mornings only. 1122

& leisurewear to choose from.

own club colours.

\ Tel: 073745113

EMBROIDERED

Sweaters & Leisurewear

Large range of lambswool & acrylic
sweaters, sports shirts, sweatshirts

Rugby style sports shirts produced in your

All garments can be personalised.
Also printed T'shirts & sweatshirts.

F R E COLOUR
0 YEARS

CATALOGUE .
ﬁ-\ "
Dept S

s EMBLEM HOUSE * CHURCH ST - HECKMONDWIKE * W YORKS WF16 OLF - TEL 0924-404566 s

28 HIGH STREET, MERSTHAM
SURREY. RH1 3EA

Fax:07374 5892)

1
GARMENT

BIG
QUANTITY
DISCOUNTS il

jea

SOLDIER PHOTOGRAPHS

From April 1, 1990, the price of prints will be:
B & W prints: upto 10" x 8" £3.75 each
Colour prints: 7" x 5" £5.25 each,
10" x 7" £7.25 each
plus postage & 15% VAT
For orders & further details contact:
Bill Stroud 0252 347351

" services around the world.

back-up service.

Engraving name and date £10.

TEMERAIRE ANTIQUES
ANTIQUE MARINE AND
SCIENTIFIC INSTRUMENTS

THE PRISMATIC HAND-HELD
MARCHING COMPASS

This brass compass made in England to an extremely
high standard of specification is an improved version
of the Standard Service Type Compass of the Second
World War, used by the British and other armed

Operating instructions included, colour brochure
supplied, plus two-year warranty and a full

Price £175 (inc p&p) to any address in
the world. Leather type case £10 extra
or presentation box with brass insert £29.

20 Church Street, Brixham, Devon TQ5 8HG
Tel: (08045) 51523 Fax: (08045) 58494

i

‘Bruno’ is a traditional jointed 16" Bear, who
comes dressed in Combat Kit, with face veil,
webbing belt and beret complete with your
miniature cap badge

‘Bruno’ is currently available in the following:- Dol N
Life Guards, Blues & Rovals, 14th/20th Hussars, 17th/21st Lancers,
RTR, RA, RE, Grenadier Guards, Coldstream Guards, Scots Guards,
Irish Guards, Welsh Guards, Queens, RRF, Kings, Anglians, Devon &
Dorset, LI, Green Howards, Staffords, PWO, RAPC, RMP, Para, RG..
RCT, RRW, REME, RAOC, APTC, Cheshires, 16/5th Lancers and
Royal Marines. QARANC, AAC, SIGNALS, ACC, QLR, RAMC,
13/18th Hussars, WFR, INT Corps. WRAC, UDR, Vet Corps, Dental
Corps, RWF, Pioneers, QDG, SAS, Glos, RMAS.

Specify which Regt/Corps you require! This bear is not intended as a toy,
To order Bruno: Please send Cheque/P.0./Credit Card No. (incl.
expiry date) for £27.50 payable to ‘POSTAL BEARS’, name and
address of person to receive bear and your special message to:
Postal Bears, Dept. D., 1.2 Barker Street, Shrewsbury SY1 1SB.
== 24 hour telephone order service (0743) 241962. B
See

WANTED!

LEFT HAND DRIVE CARS

Most Makes and Models required
BEST PRICES PAID

CARYATID MOTORS (OVERSEAS) LIMITED
2-6 DURHAM ROAD - LONDON N7 7DR.
Telephone: 071-281 1234 a3
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GET
PROMOTION!

T-Shirts, Sweatshirts,

Bags and Hoidalls
For brochure and price list contact:

A S PROMOTIONS

Room 32, 94 Blackhorse Lane
London E17 6AA

Telephone: 081-523 3283

SOLDIER MART

EMBROIDERED & PRINTED
SPORTS & LEISUREWEAR

FOR THE PROFESSIONALS FROM THE PROFESSIONALS
Sweaters - Sweatshirts
T Shirts - Sports Shirts

Rugby & Hockey Jerseys
Shorts Socks & Ties

FULL DESIGN & PERSONALISED SERVICE
NO MINIMUM ORDER

JENKINS KNITWEAR

5 VERNON PLACE NORTHERN COURT

BASFORD NOTTINGHAM NG6 ODE
Tel: (Nottm) 0602 274469

CAM-QUILTS

NATO PATTERN DPM CAMOUFLAGE
QUILT COVERS and PILLOW SLIPS

o YOI
SPORTS

f‘u.“. h:ﬁ,

@ English-made
sweat shirts

@ T-shirts single
& multi- coloured
designs

@ Embroidered
V-neck jumpers

also many other items

VISTA SPORTS LTD.
VistaHouse, 28 High Street, Merstham,
Surrey RH13EA. Tel: 07374 5113/4/5/6

CONDOR SPORTS
& LEISURE

Unbreakable Flasks:
Aladdin: 0.71 - £19.95p: 1.01-£23.45p
Stanley: 0.51-£19.95p: 1.01-£23.45p

PR I,
BRITORION

Natural kip leather ‘me\
Full padded tongue——""4 3

~— Full-grain soft
leather upper

The new high-leg
combat boot!
Lightweight,
hard-wearing
resilient

e Dual-density

P —— double-impact

polvurethane sole
X ) Send cheque/PO to:

Price £41.13 BRITORION LTD, Alexaner House,

+£2.30 p&p Station Road, Aldershot.

+£6.52 VAT (UK) Hants GU11 1BQ Tel: 0252 344454

LET US LET YOUR PROPERTY FOR YOU

Posted or just wanting to let your property. We offer
a full management service including regular

COVERS: £21.50 each

0.751 Food Flask - £24.99p inspections and an_inventory. References and a

k)

SLIPS :£ 4.00each + £2.25p p&p on all flasks. deposit taken from tenants. Colchester and
QUTDOOR P&P £ 2.50 10% Discount for HM Forces. surrounding areas.
Condor Sports & Leisure, Unit 9, i "
AND Dickens Arcade, Castle Street, Cardifi. CEAB'I\%EHHO%é‘ Elgg
MILITARY Tel: Colchester (0206) 369244
UK BAGR (Ex HM Forces) 219
85 Litre Equador in DPM
Olive or Black £ 369 €3218
65 Litre Equador £ 3? ? E ?B 26 : - - - -
oot o g Gea9s 12082 UKAS is offering a nationwide franchise
rrimor Jaguar %9 £ 9912 : .
ety b TR R oo M iemimimz  OPPOrtUNity in property management. UKAS will
beg. A Dasaon out provide the technical and legal support, you
+ Thermaliner -+ Compressor Balveation g 5
+ Stufisack £ 7995 £ 8955 5 provide the management skills.
Phepiegien S bigss: 1200 Please make e?w‘glfa:i:f\:i:
CEE::;G;?\JL% £1389 € 1217 cheques payable to: Vi single bed size For further details contact:
New Hydro Ram Bivvi. Breathable.
_00% waleqrool OPM 2 € 4995 CAM-QUILTS 28 WOODVILLE ROAD 0742 582985/509573
WO tone cam cr i s
£ 28 ALTAAMSTON SONGIN RIEEEL or write to PO BOX 549, SHEFFIELD S8 0AH.
Butfalo Mountain Shirt (Olive) £ 4995 € 4
SAS Smock £ 7500 £ 6525

-~ £2.00 Postage and Packing
PRIs enquire about accounts
For catalogue send SAE fo

TRADEWINDS, Outdoor Centre,

36 Victoria Road,

VISA Wellingborough,
\ Telephone orders: 0933 76632 Chns Kemp *J

Thinking about

Northamptonshire.

letting your property?

JEREMY
TENNISWOOD’S
(DEALERS
IN MILITARIA)

Modern hall-marked
Silver cap badges

Parachute Regt (Q/C)
Parachute Regt (K/C)
Army Air Corps (K/C)
£20.00 each plus 75p
postage.

Unique protection of your rental income
Backed by

professional advice, Richmund’s Insurance

from Richmund’s Insurance.

offers an exclusive service to protect the

interests of servicemen letting their properties.

Separate lists for badges,
medals, bayonets etc.

Send SAE plus 50p per

RING 0784 472037
e for further details

(0252) 319791 o2
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SOLDIER MAGAZINE - MAKE SURE YOU
GET YOUR COPY REGULARLY - ONLY
£15.05 FOR A YEAR'S SUBSCRIPTION IN
UK, £10.00 BFPO, ELSEWHERE £19.55 OVER-
SEAS (SURFACE MAIL), SOLDIER MAGAZINE,
SUBSCRIPTIONS DEPT, ORDNANCE ROAD,
ALDERSHOT, HANTS GU11 2DU.

(Cheques to Command Cashier UKLF). 320

L/H/D Opel Kadett 1300 SR 1982
Silver black. Recaro seats. Phone 0703
679769 eve. MOT Oct. Offers around
3590

Jeremy Stooks and his High Society
Jazz Band, Britain’s brightest Dixie-
land Band, available for all mess
functions, weddings etc. Home/abroad.
Ring for colour brochure/tape. Tel:

0202 745818.

Discos for every occasion. Fantastic
light show. Superb stereo sound. Music
to suit all ages. For excellent

39/80

entertainment phone now. Spectrum
Roadshow 0980 46845.

37/90

Rhodesian and South African uni-
forms, medals, badges and books for
sale. Send 20p coin for a list to Kaplans,
Box 890638, Lyndhurst 2106, Johan-
nesburg, South Africa. 41190

Cap badges, regimental ties, blazer
badges, medals, insignia. SAE for free
list, Cairncross (Dept S), 31 Bellevue
Street, Filey, North Yorks. 4590

Ever wanted a title? (with use of
remote Lochside retreat). Become a
Scottish Highland ‘Laird’ for only
£10.00. A unique gift idea. Full details
from S§ A Survival (Land), 5 Gayfield,
Arbroath, Angus, Scotland DD11 1Q]J.

Genuine British and foreign military
badges, for sale and wanted C. L. Heys
(Antiques) Ltd., P.O. Box 615,
Middleton, Tamworth, Staffs B78 2AZ.

51/80
New Zealand medals, badges, world
militaria, including Special Forces
badges metal/cloth. Bought and sold,
monthly catalogues published £5.00 per
year, Hillside Medals and Badges, Box
658, Christchurch, New Zealand.  4sm0

Born 1890-1990? ‘Times’ Newspapers,
genuine originals, excellent condition in
presentation ‘wallet’. Ideal birthday/
anniversary present. £15.95 ea. 3 dates
£42. UK/BFPO. Access/Visa. Free
details. Bygone News, 56 Hill Road,
Weston Super Mare, Avon. Tel: 0934
412844 (24 hrs). 41190

Diamond Regimental brooches.
Beautifully made brooches from £350.
J. M. Bickerton, Manufacturing
Jewellers, 13 Vyse Street, Birmingham
B18 6LE. 021-551 7366 for details.
P.R.I1.’s also supplied. 791

Secondhand military books and
collectable militaria. Send 4 x 20p
stamps for lists. Castle Armoury (Room
§82), 31 London Road, Dover, Kent
CT170SS.

4790
British Military badges, old and
modern. Special forces, American,

foreign badges, including cloth insig-
nia. Regular comprehensive lists £1.00.
Victor Young (Soldier), 31 London
Road, Dover, Kent CT17 0SS. 4790

Lifelike Soldiers, reproduced in
Bronze/resin on attractive wooden
plinths. Send large SAE for brochure —
Classic Sculptures, The Orchard, 19
Bartons Road, Fordingbridge, Hants
SP6 1]D. (0425) 52360. e
Books: New and second-hand military
books. Thousands available. Send for
free lists. Ray Westlake, 53 Claremont,
Malpas, Newport, Gwent NP9 6PL.

37/90

50

Rhodesian and South African Militar-
ia, badges and videos. Send SAE to
G W W, BCM 8191, London WCIN
3XX. 3790

100% original German WWII militaria
surplus items from my collection. Send
SAE for list. Sgt R Jones, B Battery, st
Regt RHA, BFPO 30. 3590

Direct Military Supplies UK Full
colour brochure available for £1.00
(deductable from your first order). New
only goods, both military and
ceremonial. Top quality service
combined with low prices. New 100%
cotton OG shirts now available much
better than the issue version! Only
£11.55. Lightweight combat boots,
only half the weight of the current
HLCB, used by the UK TA CIOR
team again this year! £39.50 per pair,
full sizes 6 to 12 with laces and zips
supplied. High leg combat boots (sizes
3 to 10) £37.50 per pair. Tropical DPM
trousers £27.50, Berghaus ROC
Bergens £79.50, ROC pouches £17.50,
Berghaus Crusader £129.50, SAS
windproofs £79.50, NI combat gloves
£15.75, DPM boot toppers £12.50,
MoD lightweight OG trousers £16.50
and much more. Ceremonial service:
White dress belts with Regt badge
mounted, stable belts, gloves, dress
sashes. Pace sticks etc, etc. Direct
Military Supplies, Unit 7, Pickwick
Workshops, Park Lane, Corsham,
Wilts SN13 OHN. Telephone 0249
715574 Tuesdays and Fridays only;
09.00 to 16.30. Access and Visa orders
despatched same day! Order direct
from the above listing or send for your
brochure now! 37190

Professional Medal Mounting, for
wear or display. Anodizing, repairs and
re-silvering. All miniature and replace-
ment medals, clasps and accessories
supplied. Quality display framing.
Excellent service, service prices. Full
details from Art Militaire, 39 Park
Lane, Middlesbrough, Cleveland TS1
3LQ. Tel: 0642 232650. 37190

War Medals bought and sold. SAE for
sample sales list. Efficient friendly
service. Mark Carter, PO Box 470,
Slough SL3 6RR. (0753) 34777. 51/90

Full/miniature size medals mounted
for wear or display. Send for full list of
new miniature medals, ribbon
emblems, brooches, ribbon bars, clasps
etc and medal mounting costs.
Access/Visa welcome. Worcestershire
Medal Services, 25 Golden Cross Lane,
Catshill, Bromsgrove B61 0LG. Tel
0527 35375. 4390

Silverman’s now have in stock for
immediate dispatch or collection brand
new MA1 USA Flying Jackets in sage
green, black or navy blue. We have all
sizes and these are the type that has the
orange lining and are extremely popular
with our forces. Price £49.50 - if you
decide to purchase by mail order please
add £2.25 per order for p&p.
Silverman’s, Mile End, London El
4PS. Tel: 071-790 5257. TiIC

Silverman’s have available the brand
new G.S. Issue Shirt in all sizes at
£12.50 each for the small & medium
sizes and £13.50 for the large and extra
large. If you decide to purchase by mail
order please add £2.25 per order for
p&p. Silverman’s, Mile End, London
E14PS. Tel: 071-790 5257. TC

Silverman’s now have in stock leather
banded victor style Berets in most Regt
at the very reasonable price of £10.99
each. Should you require to use our
mail order service please add £2.25 for
each entire order. Silverman’s, Mile
End, London El 4PS. Tel: 071-790
SE5T; TC
Buy or exchange scabbard for knife,
the English Diver, WWII. S. Octave,
89 Avenue du XXe Corps, 59000
Nancy, France. 3590

- CLASSIFIED

Silverman’s now have large stocks of
genuine Norwegian Shirts with button
cuff, small and medium sizes £17.99
each, large and extra large at £18.99
each. If you decide to use our mail
order service please add £2.25 p&p per
order. Silverman’s, Mile End, London
E14PS. Tel: 071-790 5257. TC

Military Prints. 50 new military prints
available. Send large self addressed
envelope for catalogue to Cranston Fine
Arts, PO Box 30, Helensburgh,
Dunbartonshire G84 8SX. 5190

Silverman’s now have in stock genuine
brand new G10 watches at £47.99 (one
year guarantee). If you decide to use
our mail order service please add £2.25
per order. Silverman’s, Mile End,
London E1 4PS. Tel: 071-790 5257. tc

Silverman’s now have in stock the very
popular Helly Hanson pile jackets in
navy or green, all sizes. Price £47.50
each. If you wish to use our mail order
service please add £2.25 p&p per order.
Silverman’s, Mile End, London EI
4PS. Tel: 071-790 5257. TC

Free Lists: Genuine Militaria (list 2)
largest in UK; Medals and World
Ribbons (list 1); Military photographs
and books (list 4); Mess Dress badges,
new miniature medals, presentation
glassware with regt. badge (list 3).
Money back guarantee. Send 24p SAE
to Sunset Militaria, Dinedor Cross,
Herefordshire HR2 6PF. 39590
‘Kidogo’ Tin soldiers, also Britain’s
old and new figures for sale and
wanted. SAE for lists. Thompson, 6
Redford Neuk, Edinburgh EH13 0AW.
031-441 7695. 35190

Medals - miniature and full size
supplied and mounted in ordinary court
style — wire blazer badges — mess kit
badges suppied. (Suppliers to: Blues &
Royals, 1 DERR, 1 D & D, 1 Cheshire,
3 Queens, 1 RHF). Send 20p stamp for
comprehensive sales catalogue. Minia-
ture Medals (SM), 30 Coventry Road,
Burbage, Leics LE10 2HP. Tel 0455
239262. 3590

Sick of dirty water? — then you need to
see our Reader Offer on Page 42.

* ok ko ok ok ok ok ok ok ko

Regimental Wall Shields, Shieldclocks
and Plaques. Why order from the Far
East when our ex service chaps can
manufacture a better shield in the UK.
Our hardwoods are grown in the
conservation parks of North America,
and the World Wild Life Fund and The
Royal Household use our products.
Minimum order fifty shields £8.50 plus
VAT. Contact us today and receive the
service from the manufacturers, full
colour brochure on request. Write to
Military Marketing, 37 Avonside,
Stratford Upon Avon CV37 6B]. Tel:
0789 293048. TC

LR b I b & b 2b 2 2h 2 &b OB 4

Superior Portraits. Why not have your
favourite photograph reproduced as a
superb high quality painting in oils. All
commissions undertaken, portraits,
pets, weddings, graduations. A beauti-
ful permanent reminder of that special
time. For details phone 0703 861032,
3790

Plymouth. Comfortable Guest House
close to Hoe and all amenities. H & C.
Families welcome. T.V.s in all rooms.
Open all year. Deva House, 16 Radford
Road, West Hoe, Plymouth PL1 3PY.
Tel: 0752 662999. TC

Blackpool, licensed hotel close to all
amenities, from £9 B&B, £12 BBEM,
reductions for children and bookings
over three days. Glenheath, 73 Lord
Street, Blackpool FY1 2DA. 0253
24902, 3 4390

Bavaria, Oberstdorf. Comfortable

Lodge ideally situated for Allgau, in
picturesque village of Tiefenbach 5km
from Oberstdorf, accommodating up to
40 in spacious rooms, most with
shower. Ideal for units, special interest
groups or families alike. From DM150
a week per room. Phone Hohne mil

(0833) 467/010-49-5051-18-467  for
further details. 3790
Cyprus. Family owned fully air

conditioned 3 star hotel. Y2 board
CY£112.75 p.p.p. week. Also luxury
bungalow with pool facilities sleeps 3/4
persons CY£174.50 p.p.p. week. Both
include fully comprehensive insured
unlimited mileage car. Flights
arranged. Ring David 051 722 3708
anytime. 70

French Riviera: Privately owned
Mobile Home to let on 4 Star Holiday
Park from only £80 p.w. Phone 081-943
3268 37/90

The Servicemen’s House Letting and
Caretaking Agency provides a property
management service which is second to
none. Designed by servicemen specifi-
cally for house-owning servicemen in
the Surrey/Berkshire/Hampshire/Wilt-

shire/Oxfordshire/Dorset areas. For
brochure write or ’phone: SLCA,
“Wild Woods”, 12 Lime Ave,

Camberley, Surrey. Tel: (0276) 21847.
Also SLCA, “Brae House”, Marl-
borough, Wilts. Tel: (0672) 54380. Also
SLCA, 65 Dorchester Road, Oakdale,
Poole, Dorset. Tel: (0202) 680073. 3790

Wiltshire/Dorset/Hampshire. Com-
prehensive Letting and Management
Agents. A family firm who know from
experience the particular problems of
Service families. We operate a full
Rental and Management service with
the accent on individual service. Write
or telephone now to: Sarum Properties,
The Beeches, Broadchalke, Salisbury,
Wiltshire SP5 SDJ. Telephone: 0722
780153. 1391

Dorset area, including Bournemouth,
Poole, Blandford, Bovington, New
Forest. Long established letting agents
now with Rental Guarantee Insurance.
Brochure from Michael Scott & Castles,
745 Christchurch Road, Boscombe,
Bournemouth. Phone (0202) 37321 - or
5a New Orchard, Poole, Dorset. Phone
(0202) 682299, TG

Profit from your property with
Belvedene Property Management, spe-
cialists for HM Forces worldwide.
Homeowner? Posted and worried? Let
good tenants pay your mortgage while
you are away! We provide a complete,
comprehensive, reliable and guaranteed
Property Rental and Management
Service, tailored for the special needs of
our HM Forces clients from the longest
established fully professional specialist
Agency. Full coverage of all areas
England and Wales. Most of the staff
are ex-service themselves and under-

stand your problems completely,
including the special Rent Act
provisions (o protect you as a

homeowner abroad. *Find out about
our full range of services. *Send now
for full details and brochure to:
Belvedene Property Management, Mill-
mead House, Ratyan Road, Amesbury,
Wilts SP7 4DZ. Tel: 0980 625066. Tc

Gerlings (incorporating Scotlet Ltd).
We provide a complete property
factoring and management service for
members of H.M. Forces in Scotland.
So relax about the posting, profit from
your property and let Gerlings look
after your property. For details write to
Gerlings, 101 Whitehouse Loan,
Edinburgh EH9 1AT or phone us
031-447 0111. TG
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Arun Property Letting and Manage-
ment. For the Serviceman’s complete
residential letting service. Rental
Guarantee Insurance available. SPE-
CIAL RATES FOR SERVICEMEN.
Covering an area from Worcester to
Wiltshire contact 0452 308763 or 108
Eastgate Street, Gloucester GL1 1QT.
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_Property

Two bedroom, double glazed, central
heated, terrace house, fitted tiled
kitchen with oven, ceramic hob,
washing machine, tiled bathroom,
fitted carpets, fitted bedroom furniture,
sun lounge, patio, garden. Half hour to
Stansted, half hour Liverpool Street,
£68,000. Ring Harlow 39737. 3590
Colchester. Three bedroomed house,
ideal for letting. Tenanted, fully
furnished, income £360pcm. Fur-
nishings to stay. £60,000. Tel 0206
43457.

3590
Peterborough, Werrington. Three
bedroomed detached house, garage
attached. Central heating, fitted

kitchen, small enclosed rear garden,
open plan front with shrubs, residential
estate, tenant, doctor on six monthly
lease under rule 20. Rent £280 month,
no chain, £74,000. Maj B W Bell,
QM/BWO, HQBF BFPO 1, phone
Hong Kong 812 9652. 3790

Tilford, Surrey. Delightful, secluded
and spacious one bed bungalow. Good
garden. £75,000. Tel Runfold 2924
evenings. 3590

Home in the Sun. Luxury three
bedroomed mobile home on Spain’s
sunny Costa Brava. Superbly sited.
Sleeps eight. Full inventory. All mains
connections. Fantastic bargain for
holidays, investment, retirement. Col |
A Craven, Dental Centre, Ripon
Barracks, BFPO 39. 4190

Holiday home. Two bedroomed south
facing waterfront apartment in Ibiza.
Sleeps six. Full inventory. Two
balconies, swimming pool. Four peak
season August weeks for sale. £1,195
pw perpetuity. Col. ] A Craven, Dental
Centre, Ripon Barracks, BFPO 39. 4190

Please mention
SOLDIER

when replying to advertisements 1118

CLASSIFIED

[  Services |

Stamp Collectors. Dusstamps is your
Worldwide Club from Australia to
Zimbabwe and throughout UK. For
Factsheet, newsletter and auction list

please contact Jim Morris, 56 Moss
Lane, Sale, Cheshire M33 5AR.
061-973 3458. 4590

Stop smoking the easy way by watching
TV - our wonderfully successful video
can rid you of the smoking habit. Send
£25 inc p&p payable George Spencer to
Aldershot Hypnotherapy Centre, 53
Victoria Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11
1§S]. 3590

Bristol CV Specialist. Your military
qualifications and experience expressed
in civilian language. Call Marie at
C.5.S.0n 0272 272245. £
Loans £1,000-£7,500. No deposit,
cars, furniture, holidays, clear up to
date loans, HP, credit cards, one lower
repayment, cash spare. No interviews,
confidential service. No need' to be a
homeowner. For more information and
written details ring Norstar Finance
0929 423925 (from overseas 0044-929-
423925) 9am—-9pm 7 days. 39/90

Home movies transferred to video.
Video tapes copied, mail order service,
insured. VTS Video (Dept SM), 121
Winston Avenue, Poole, Dorset BH12
1PD. 0202 747651. 590

CV Typing service, the unique way of
obtaining your own CV. No interviews
to attend, no fuss. Just complete
application form and send away in the
post. Fast reliable service. For samples
and application form apply to: CVs by
Post (SN), Colney Heath, St Albans,
Herts AL4 0BR. Tel: 0727 26529. 50

Leaving? Sound advice on investment
and taxation is available, free of charge
and without obligation at our
Investment Seminars. Write to Louis
Ten-Holter, Sun Life Unit Services,
Pembroke House, Southernhay Gar-
dens, Exeter for details of a seminar
near you. 3590

Part or full time from home, bored
with your job, need extra cash. An
exciting opportunity and substantial
extra income. Telephone Neil anytime
0904 613342 33%0

“Wanted” twenty overweight people
who need to lose up to twenty pounds
in thirty days (natural and doctor
recommended). Ring (0536) 411623.

3590
Couple required as Cook and
Gardner/Handyman, for Country

House, 5 miles west of Hereford in
lovely rural position. Immaculate
cottage recently refurbished available.
Apply in writing only with CV in first
instance to:- Cooke & Arkwright,
Berrington House, 2 St Nicholas Street,
Hereford HR4 0BQ. Ref: TBV/HAY.

3590

Exciting opportunity to earn £50.00 to
£200.00 per week cash, working flexible
hours from home. Tel (0426) 955235.

| Wanted |

Canadian Army WW2 printed shoulder
titles and div patches, pay book, leave
passes, anything wartime Canadian
considered. Jim Curley, 138 North
Lane, Aldershot (0252) 334205 3790

Book wanted History of Royal Scots
Fusiliers by John Buchen. Please phone
081-948 8022. 39:90

1940-1950 Tank Suit. Good clean tank
suit to fit medium build, 5ft 10in. No
broken zips. Please quote price plus sea
freight. Jim Jeans, 52 Martin Place,
Sydney, Australia 2000. 3590

Second Type R.A.E.C Button, 1946 to
1950, R.540, state price please. Mick
Brand 13 Carlton Road, Catterick, N.
Yorks DL9 4]N 33590

[ Forsale |

Genuine Military Badges sale ex-
change, caps, collars, cloth 2x20p
stamps for next list ready Sept. E.
Kelk, Sweechgate Cottages, Broadoak,
Canterbury. 3590

Battle Orders Ltd. have a whole range
of Militaria and have now added a
selection of Military surplus goods —
over 250 lines. Send 50p. and a large
SAE for details. Also now available a
separate Battle Of Britain Commemora-
tive Products Catalogue. Again, send
50p. plus SAE for details. Battle Orders
Ltd., 71A Eastbourne Road, Lower
Willingdon, Eastbourne, East Sussex.
BN20 9NR. -
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[ SAILING ATHLETICS IRON MAN SWIMMING

Toatis
tops

THE Inter-Service Decathlon
and Heptathlon championships
at  Aldershot saw records
broken despite blistering heat.

In the Heptathlon (in which
the competitors take part in 100
metres hurdles, the high jump,
shot put, 200 metres, long
jump, javelin and 800 metres)
the Army women’s team set up
a new inter-Services team
record.

They accumulated 11,500
points — the previous record
being 10,979 points.

The WRAF produced a fine
performance and also broke the
previous record, totting up
11,061 points at the end.

They had the consolation of
providing the women’s cham-
pion, SACW Donaldson with
4,395 points.

Cpl Jackie Gilchrist, WRAC,
led for a day and a half but
Donaldson went ahead with the
javelin.

In the last event, the 800
metres, Gilchrist had to beat
her rival by just over a second
to win but her fellow
Scottish international was too
good for her.

Cpl Liz Churchley, RMP,
was third with 3,654 points.

The Army men claimed an
easy victory over the RAF in
the Decathlon, the teams
scoring 19,157 and 14,888
points respectively.

In the individual batrtle,
LCpl Trevor McSween of 21
Sig Regt led during the first day
and looked like coming out on
top.

Six of the

Then SSgt Neil Killen of the
same unit and Cpl Mark Toat
of 2 RTR began to close the
gap. Killen, who held the title
for six years, looked good but
Tout, who last won the event in
1984 and is now 28, persevered.
The final result was: Toat 6,581
points; Killen 6446, McSween
6,130.

Though the championships
were sponsored by the Royal
Navy circumstances resulted in
only one representative com-
peting — Petty Officer Gary
Russell, who scored 5,000
points.

very best

RUNNERS from Hohne-based

'The Queen’s Own Hussars
have just completed a fortnight
of racing that would have tested
the very best athletes.

Six men travelled to Switzer-
land for the Biel 100km,
running in the military pair
category which they won. All
six finished within eight
minutes of each other within 11
hours.

Four days later three of the
six did well in the 65km
Langsmannshof march staged
on the tank road outside Nato’s
Bergen-Hohne ranges.

52

And a week later three QOH
teams of three runners took on
one of the ultimate tests of
stamina, the Harz Mountain
navigation marathon. The
regiment has won the event
three times in the past and were
second last year.

This time the QOH teams
finished first, sixth and 14th.
Capt Michael Bromley Gardner
won the individual event for the
fourth time in four attempts,
but so strong was the QOH
squad that they would have
taken the team honours even
without his efforts.

Athletes
in action

The moment of truth . .. the moment an athlete wonders whether it
was good enough. Cpl Jackie Gilchrist had just sent a javelin on its
way. At the end of the Inter Service Heptathlon meeting in which she
came second she went straight to the Royal Tournament where she

was nominated Services Woman of the Year. So all that effort was
worth it

|| SPORT |

HOT STUFF!

80° bu record goes

A study in expression at the Inter-Service Decathlon and Heptathlon
Championships at Aldershot. Left: Cpl Mark Toat (men’s champion).

Above (I to r): Cpl Liz Churchley, LACW Isabel Donaldson (eventual
women’s champion) and Cpl Jackie Gilchrist. Right: Ssgt Neil Killen
who didn’t quite make it No 7. Below: LCpl Trevor McSween

A TEAM of runners from
BATUS Suffield and their
Canadian landlords took part in
the annual Jaspér to Banff
24-hour relay race, finishing
the 178-mile run in 102nd
position and just four minutes
before the 24-hours -cut-off
point.

The British element con-
sisted of Maj Robin Chisnall (R
Anglian), Maj Nigel Dransfield

(RAPC), Lt James Giggins
(RAOC), WOI1 Mick Warden
(RAOC), WO2 Mick Joss
(RAMC), SSgts Rocky
O’Rourke and Joe Forder, Cpl
Steve Freeman, and Ptes
Martin Walker and Mick Key
(all RAOC). Wives were
represented by Ann LePage,
Sherrie Iffla and Wendy
Morgan. There has been a
BATUS presence in all the

Dro o mild
for the
Brass Hats

MILD winds greeted the
sailors taking part in the Brass
Hat regatta on the Mohnesee,
West Germany, while the Tin
Hat fleet had to contend with
much livelier conditions the
following day.

Headquarters 3rd Armoured
Division hogged the Brass Hat
honours, filling the first three
individual places through Brig
John Dean, Col Mike Evans
and Maj Gen Christopher
Wallace.

First in the Tin Hat regatta
was Lt Col Tim Dumas of 50
Msl Regt RA, followed by Lt
Col Jon Cook (3 Armd Div HQ
and Sig Regt) and Lt Col Bruce
Reece-Russel (5 Armed Fd
Amb).

BAS 178-mile relay

Ironman Canada events since
its inception four years ago.
Now the arduous swim-cycle-
run marathon is to have a
permanent Suffield reminder,
in the shape of the trophies
produced by the unit’s work-
shops. The little nut-and-bolt
iron men so attracted the race
organisers that they have asked
for a set to be presented to the
winners of this vear’s race.

Top WRAC
swimmer
ready for
Channel

THE Inter-Services long dis-
tance swimming cham-
pionships, run by the Royal Air
Force at Bala Lake in Wales,
were held in cool, windy
conditions which caused the
lake to be choppy and, with a
water temperature of 49
degrees, a very cold swim.

The Army had ten swimmers
in the long race of 5km (3%
miles) out of a total entry of 59
and the Inter-Services women’s
champion was LCpl Sharon
Millen, of 10 Company WRAC,
in an excellent time of lhr
28min 23sec.

She now hopes to swim the
English Channel.

The winning Army male was
Capt Simon West, RA, of HQ
Western District, in lhr 34min
33sec.

In the short course, 1,000m
competition, 2nd Lt Bernadette
Hawkins, WRAC, from the
ACC Apprentices’ College,
Aldershot, won the women’s
breaststroke and Spr Douglas
Usher from the Junior Leaders’
Regiment RE was the first
Army freestyle winner. Second
was Officer Cadet Nick Haslam
from the ACC Apprentices’
College.

The Fred Beresford Trophy,
for the Army unit with the most
entrants, was won by the Junior
Leaders’ Regiment, RE.

The RAF Swimming Asso-
ciation has been organising the
championships for the last 15
years, originally as an RAF
Inter-Command competition,
but when the Army joined in
1989, with the Royal Navy, it
became an Inter-Services com-
petition.

For a long distance swim in
cold water, safety is essential,
so every swimmer was escorted
by a canoeist, as well as several
safety boats with medical
personnel and towels at the
ready to warm up frozen or
exhausted swimmers.

The 5km race was won by a
visitor, 2nd Lt Dirk Bouma,
US Air Force, who also hopes
to swim the English Channel.
The Inter-Services champion
was Marine Jason Dey, of 45
Commando RM, in lhr 9min
25sec.
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WINDSURFING

GOLF

TUG OF WAR

SURF CHAMP
SHOWS STYLE

CPL Dave Tindall, recent
winner of the UK national 6.0
class championship series,

showed his pedigree by
demolishing the field in the
first race of the Army
windsurfing championships at
Browndown, Stokes Bay, near
Gosport, Hants.

Tindall carved round the
buoys in great style to win
comfortably on his way to
overall victory in the 6.0
heavyweight category.

Beaten by
sun stroke?

THE defending UKLF golf
champions, HQ Scotland, were
pushed to the limit by a young
1 KOSB team in the first round
of the defence of the title at
Morton Hall, Edinburgh.

A narrow victory in the team
event was reversed in the
individual championship when
Sgt John McCaffrey of the
KOSB beat Maj Len Yates of
242 Sig Sqn by one stroke after
36 holes.

Only two days earlier Sgt
McCaffrey had returned from
Jamaica where his company
had been on exercise. Despite
this wind and driving rain
failed to put him off his game.

An additional prize for him
was a day’s golf (and lunch) at
the Gleneagles Hotel — pre-
sented by the sponsors, CCG
Catering.

Prizes were presented by
Brig John Drummond, chair-
man of the Army Golf
Association in Scotland.

strong south westerly
wmd predicted by sponsors
Marinecall, produced a small
chop which lakeland sailors
who had travelled from BAOR
found challenging. More than
60 competitors took part.

The lightweight raceboard
6.0 class was won by Trumpet
Maj Ian Hamilton (14/20 H),
with Exmouth windsurfing
proprietor Pete Manfield (a TA
bandsman with 4 D and D)
winning the heavyweight 7.5
class, and Maj Patrick Roberts
(13/18 H) taking the light-
weight 7.5.

Safety boats provided by the
Royal Engineers had some
difficulty launching as the wind
strength increased.

Although the Army boasts a
number of high-ranked
UKBSA  sailors, including
Tindall, Musn Trevor Bulmer
Jones (RCT), Hamilton, Sgt
Andy Harries (RA), SSgt Steve
Tanner (RE) and Maj Neil
Curry (who has been declared
national super heavyweight
winner in the UKBSA series),
the Browndown championships
had to cater for all standards.

Force 8 winds the next day
brought an early halt to the
racing, but by then the overall
champions had emerged.

Results were:

Raceboard 6.0 lightweight — 1, TM lan
Hamilton, 14/20 H; 2, Sgt Pete Croft, RA; 3,
Cpl Andy Wood, R Signals. RB 6.0
heavyweight — 12, Cpl Dave Tindall, REME;
2, Maj Joe Fletcher, R Signals; 3, Sgt Andy
Harries, RA. RB 7.5 lightweight — 1, Maj
Patrick Roberts, 13/18 H; 2, Musn Trevor
Bulmer Jones, RCT; 3, Capt Roger Beech,
RE. RB 7.5 heavyweight — 1, Bdsm Pete
Manfield, 4 D and D; 2, OCdt Piers Noble
Soton, UOTC; 3, Sgt Mick Purnell, R Signals.

Best veteran — Capt Bill White, R Signals;
Best novice — Capt Alan Flavell, Para.

Inter-Unit Trophy — 1, 3 Armd Div HQ and
Sig Regt; 2, 94 Loc Regt; 3, RMA Sandhurst.

ANEW CAREER
then SEARCH no more

Enioy meeting people
.. Are over22 years of age

.. Have a location preference

cost you a stamp.

If you are leaving the Army in the next two
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SWIMMING

and 680 kilo competitions.

THE Junior Leaders’ Regim-
ent RA hosted the national
youth tug of war cham-
pionships at Bramcote and won
two of the titles on offer.

In the Under 18 560 kilo
competition they easily won
their pool before beating
Broadmoor in the final, and it
was the same story in the Under
19 600 kilo class where the
Bramcote juniors beat Norton
in the final.

The Army Apprentices’
College Chepstow just failed to
reach the final of the 600kg
event, losing by a single point
to Norton in their pool. The

GUNNERS’ PRIZE HAUL

THE ROYAL Artillery had a field day in the Inter Service Tug
of War Championships, Gunner teams winning the 560, 640

The high standard of the soldiers proved too good for
airmen and sailors the Army team score being 75 pts more
than double the RAF's 34 with the Navy scoring 11.

680 Kilo Pts 560 Kilo Pts 640 Kilo Pts
1 26 Field Regiment RA 14 1 49 Field Regiment RA 12 1 26 Field Regiment RA 15
2 22Signal Regiment 13 2 26Field RegimentRA 9 2 22 Signal Regiment 12
3 Royal Air Force ‘A’ 9 3 Royal Air Force ‘A’ 6 3 Royal Air Force ‘A’ 9
4 Royal Air Force ‘B’ 6 4 Royal Navy ‘A’ 2 4 Royal Navy ‘A’ 6
5 Royal Navy ‘A’ 3 5 Royal Air Force ‘B’ 1 5 Royal Air Force ‘B’ 3
6 Royal Navy ‘B’ 0 6 Royal Navy '8' 0

YOUNG 'UNS DO WELL TOO

young gunners beat AA Coll
Harrogate into second place in

their pool, with Princess
Marina  College Arborfield
fourth.

PMC Arborfield reached the
final of the Under 19 460kg
championship but were beaten
by Thames Valley.

Chepstow, Harrogate and
Bramcote colleges all showed
up well in the division.

Cup for QOH

AFTER their fine win in the
Cavalry Cup in London, the
football team of The Queen’s
Own Hussars were matched
against the 3rd Royal Tank
Regiment, winners of the RTR
Colonel Commandant’s Cup, in
the final of the Royal Armoured
Corps Cup, sponsored by
Vickers Defence Systems, at
Sennelager, West Germany.
QOH won 3-0 with goals
from Bankyear (2) and King,
and were presented with the
trophy by Brig Philip Sanders,
chairman of RAC football.

Sappers scoop
the pool...

THE SAPPERS made a clean
sweep of the Army Water Polo
Championships as expected
(only one non-RE team was
represented among the eight
fighting for places).

Results 1990: 1, 36 Engr Regt; 2, 21 Engr
Regt; 3, 38 Engr Regt.

Army Senior Swimming Inter Unit team
championships

Major Units: 1, 21 Engr Regt: 2, 36 Engr Regt:
3, School of Sigs; 4, 22 Engr Regt: 5, 50 MSL
Regt: 6, 2 Coldm Gds.

Minor Units: 1, Trg Bn & Depot REME; 2, 33
Engr Regt (EOD); 3, 38 Fd Sagn RE: 4, JLR
RCT/RAOC (PS); 5, 5 Armd Fd Amb; 6, 210
Sig San.

AWSSA: 1, QEMH Woolwich; 2, 13 Sig Regt;
3, Women's Services N. Ireland; 4, WRAC
Centre; 5, 8 Sig Regt: 6, 243 Sig Sagn.



The fact that you're stationed in West Germany, or

that you're just about to be, is an important considera-
tion if you're thinking of buying a car.

What are you going to do about servicing it?

In fact Peugeot Talbot Piccadilly think that this is
such an important consideration that they've taken the
initiative to do something about it.

From the Peugeot Talbot Deutschland Network,
they have selected a number of dealerships, close to
military bases, that are geared up to give you the
service you deserve. And as they're all highly equipped
to deal with UK specification models and warranty pro-
cedures, the last things you'll have to worry about

are services and maintenance.

But in the unlikely event of something going wrong
with your new Peugeot, you can be reassured that there’s
an army of people, not far away who can help.

What's more, Peugeot have made sure that there's
someone there who can speak English. Just another idea
to make you feel more at home.

So if you're stationed overseas, and you've bought
a Peugeot, just remember, you won't be saying ‘Auf
wiedersehen’ to a great after-sales service.

§il Peugeot Talbot Piccadilly

74 Piccadilly, London W1V 0HQ. Tel: 01-499 5533

WALSRODE MEYER & HOPPENSTEDT KG BERGSTRASSE 8 TEL 05161-5680 -
GUTERSLOH AUTO-MARKOTTER KG DAMMSTRASSE 41 TEL 05241-58222 - SOEST HEINRICH STORCK SENATOR-SCHWARZ-RING TEL 0
KREFELD W HAGEN KFZ-TEILE GMBH PESTALOZZISTRASSE 25 TEL 02151-8951

BIELEFELD WOLFGANG JACKEL GMBH DETMOLDERSTRASSE 490 TEL 0521-202896 -

GOCH AUTO WEBER GMBH GASDONCKERSTRASSE 46 TEL 02823-604445 - KEVELAER HCH GERATS KLEVERSTRASSE 6 TEL 02832-70170

MONSTER HARTMANN KG ALBERLOHFRWEG 668 TEL 0251-616033
2921-60432 - WEGBERG-RATH-ANHOVEN | HANISCH GMBH u CO KG JOH-PELLEN-STRASSE 16 TEL 02431-4066
. MUNCHENGLADBACH W HAGEN GMBH ALSSTRASSE 218 TEL 0216-183027 - BERLIN PEUGEOT TALBOT WILHEIMSAUE 39-41 TEL 030-823021



Sabhts

entally friendly, <_cheép to run and

cidents

ino-Hong Kong

“Alerted by electronic sensors, the

s 6 GR'’s transport as -
" battalion can_respond rapidly to

the Gurkhas patrol the S

border

rigade.

that’

vironm

ighly effective -
along the fence. Turn to the centre pages for

- a feature on The BMX B

En
h

Mike Perring

cture

Pi





