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Design a new badge for NAAFI
and win a prize in this Services-only £200
Competition. '

You are familiar with the present symbol
(it is shown above) in which you will have
spotted the Navy, Army and Air Force
elements. NAAFI is looking for a new
badge — one which will be suitable to
appear outside Clubs and Canteens, to
serve as a direction board, and for -all
. similar purposes. The competition is
exclusively for all ‘serving Sailors, Soldiers
and Airmen, and WRNS, ATS, and WAAF.
Entries may also be submitted by men and
women of the three Services who will be on
demobilisation Release lLeave on 3lst
October,1947.

THE CLOSING DATE . FOR = THE
COMPETITION 1S 3Ist October, 1947,
after which no further entries will be
considered. .

Entries should be sent to the Public
Relations Officer, NAAFI., Ruxley Towers,
Claygate, Eshe‘r,‘Surrey.

Entries will be judged by a° panel of

experts and their decisions will govern the
award of the following prizes :—

First Prize £100
—:Secend Prize ... £ 50
Third Prize 125
25 Merit Prizes of £1 each£ 25
Total ... @

RUXLEY. TOWERS.

. Eachentrantmaysubmitup tothreedesigns.
- Competitors may prepare designs in pencil,

. Entries will be judged on the following

. Designsmay be of any size, although 12 ins.

*6. The Number, Rank, Name and pzrmanent
. The judges’ decision will be final and no

. Proof of posting will not be accepted as

. NAAFI does not guarantee fo adopt as its

RULES

. The design must be capable of reproduction

on paper, in wood or metal, or as a stencil,

crayon, ink or paint.

qualities —

(a) Shape: (b) Colour; (¢) the incorpo-

ration of the letters NAAFI ; (d) motif.

As a guide, the shape should be bold,
recognisable at some distance, and likely
to-be easily remembered. 1
Colour; there is no restriction in the use of
colours but entrants will no doubt bear in
mind the Navy, blue, Army scarlet and
Royal Air Force . blue as suggesting a
suitable colour basis.
‘NAAFIL; the letters NAAFI (without full -
points) should be incorporated into the
design and .be immediately readable.
Motif’; this should symbolise the NAAFI's
service to the Royal Navy, Army and the
Royal Air Force.

by 12 ins. is suggested as convenient limit.

address of the competitor must be written
on the back of each entry submitted.

correspondence in connection with the
competition will be entertained.

-proof of delivery.

EXCLUSIVE TO THE SERVICES

FIRST PRIZE

£100

"SECOND PRIZE

- £50

THIRD PRIZE

£25

25 MERIT PRIZES
OF
£1 EACH

official badge the winning design, or any
design, submitted in this competition.

. NAAFI reserves the right to reproduce the

designs of all prize winners.

Unsuccessful designs will be
returned to the entrants.
. The result of the competition
will be announced in this
Journal as soon as possible
after the closing date. -

_ The official canteen organisation for H.M. Forces in war and peace
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[t doesn’t rlm)k like Cricket —
There's water on the Ground. ‘

But this looks like a Guinness—

In fact it .e'-s" a Guinness.

(There’s nothing like a Guinness)

So we’ll stay and stand a round. - i i +
It’s the sweet that satisﬁcs—jusf
the job when Appetite starts
knocking ! A delicious combina-

Vil tion of choeolate, glucose and milk,
| Murs is 100%, food .... immedi-

G.E1142B | S S
ately sustaining, energising and

nourishing you,

‘MARS LTD., SLOUGH, BUCKS,

IT’S THE WEIGHT

BEHIND THE

RIZLA

1 CleARELTE PAPERS

~—/ THAT GIVES
SMOOTHER, EASIER

Ever-Ready super-keen
Corrux Blades are hol-
low-ground from speci-
ally made surgical steel—
steel with enough weight
to take a hollow ground
edge and hold it longer
than ~ordinary wafer
blades. After grinding
comes honing and strop-
ping. Each blade is
stropped 4840 times.

Ever-Reé |
THEY’RE HOLI.QW GROUND — THEY LAST LONGER!
A
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I'VE TRIED MOST
BRUSHLESS SHAVES AND
IT'S ESQUIRE FOR ME FROM
NOW ON. IT'S SMOOTHER,
QUICKER, DOESN'T CLOG
THE RAZOR

#

e -ﬂ 7‘zeat hearted carx o

A soldier kn;:nré what that phrase means — “a great hearted o I‘l ‘:

car ”—and he knows it’s a true phrase for a Ford. Thé i o Tt
| | 'BRUSHLESS SHAVE 1/9

Ford is a car that will tackle with a great heart rany job you ~ i . :
- - ‘A Product of the J. B. Williams Co.

ask it to-do —over hill and dale, on good roads and bad,
uncomplaining. 'Yo.u know what “;e mean — you’ve had
experience of thc grand job Fords and Fordsons did in the
‘ @r. And back home in England, there’s aIways a Ford
Dealer at hand to provide ‘si)are parts, repairs and mainten-
ance at ﬁ.);Cd prices. _Ybu may -have to wait quite a while

for your Ford — but it’s a car worth waiting for.

E%rfmar/ne‘ﬂs‘ |

GONSTANT IN PERFORMANGE

=/ on all occasions -

st | nee NIUGOGET

ro!n MOTOR COMPANV_LIMITED, m\anu\u'.‘au : & . TllePolishofSlmremeQuality
B e ——— Dark Brown Tins 4'[,d & 9d. N/mP
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HAT are they saying about the Army?
This question matters a lot. “They" are the world
at large — the lad who may be a recruit, the friends
and relatives who may influence him, the writers who influence
them; “they"” are the people of Britain who own the Army
and pay its bills and have a right to know about and have a
say in what it is doing; “they” are the men and women of
many nations whose attitude can make the Army’s job easier

or harder.

For the Army is not an auto-
nomous body that can do what
it likes. If,"they™ don't under-
stand or have confidence-in it,
“they” may, through their
government,
cruits, of money and supplies
and reduce it to a shadow of
what it should be, "“They"
would suffer, of course, in the
long run, .so it is the Army's
duty to the nation' as well as
to its own interest to see that
“they" understand it.

In the first instance the job of
telling the world about the Army
is done by every soldier, whether
he “lis'-a Field-Marshal ad-
dressing a learned society and a
host of reporters, a glamorous
Guardsman scintillating on a
public’ parade or a humble squad-
die writing home or chatting
over a pint of beer,

But the Army's official mouth-
piece is Army Public Relations,
an organisation of soldiers and

starve- it of re-

publicists of all kinds with up-
to-the-minute knowledge of the
Army, whose job is to see that
the Army's point of view is put
to the  public in newspapers,
films, broadcasts, by books,
pamphlets and posters, at exhi-
bitions and when soldiers make
official public appearances.

This is not just a publicity job,
although it includes the publicity
for the recruiting campaign. It
means telling the British public
that the Army is their Army,
what it does for them and what
its difficulties are,.to build up
a pro-Army public opinion.

And public opinion is fickle.
In war-time, when the Army is
carrying out the job for which
it is principally designed, the
soldier is a hero, whether the
news is of a Dunkirk or an Ala-

mein; but when the war is over.

the Army is likely to be forgot-
ten and neglected, like a film-
star who has been out of the
public eye too long, unless it
lakes steps to keep itself in full
view,

SOLDIER

ARMY MAGAZINE

Heo S

Never was the Army so popular as at
the end of World War Two. But the
popularity of the Army in peace-time,
like the popularity of a film-star who
stops making films, is aptto fade. It isthe
job of Public Relations to prevent that

There is a subtle resistance to
be overcome in “selling” the
Army to the publie. For centuries
it has been as much a stand-by
for funny men as mothers-in-law
and plumbers — especially its
Colonels, Second-Lieutenants
and Serjeant-Majors. Cartoonists
generally pick on the Army for

Service jokes. “Blimps” are near-

ly always associated with the
Army, since the original Blimp
was made a Colonel by his cre-
ator, though there are just as
many people who could
qualify for the name
in the Civil Service,
big and small business,
the professions and the
other fighting Services.

Individually these
. jokes do little harm,
and even if they did
a free country has. no
means or desire to pro-
hibit them, but their
cumulative effect is to
produce in some people
a reluctance to lreat
the Army seriously and
to believe that such
often repeated jokes as

the legendary short-
tempers of senior
officers must have

foundation in fact.
And there are more
serious misunderstand-
ings. There is no fight-
ing service in the world
that has better relations
between its officers
and men than theé Brit-
1sh Army, yet the oc-
casional disciplinary
troubles that get into
the newspapers are li-
able to. be magnified
enormously by less
thoughtful readers; the
story of an extraordin-
ary piece of “‘bull” that
appears now and again

‘between-wars

is interpreted by some people
as suggesting that the whole
Army spends its time washing
coal: a demand by some organis-
ation or public figure, who
should know better, for a smaller
Army is backed up by the alleg-
ation that the Army” in peace-
time is just a wasted labour-
force.

When Mr. Leslie Hore-Belisha,
then War Minister, set up Army
Public Relations in 1937, the
Army, . cut to the bone by
economies, was
very little in the public eye, The
first Director of Public Relations,
Major-General A.G.C. Dawnay,
was given the job of making the
people of Britain realise that the
Army was their Army and some-
thing  to be proud of; PR. also
had to prepare the way for the
introduction of the Militia and
the ATS and the doubling of the
Territorial Army.

By the time World War Two
broke out Major-General Ian
Hay Beith, who had established
a reputation with his novels of
World. War One, was installed
as Director of Public Relations
and he had two distinguished
war-time successors: Colonel the
Rt. Hon. Walter Elliot {who elect-
ed to do the job as a Colonel
and had the curious distinction
of having a Brigadier as his de-
puty) and Major-General Lord
Burnham (now managing direc-
tor of the Daily Telegraph).

At the end of 1945, when the
recruiting campaign was starting
up, Major-General E.H:. A. J.
O'Donnell, who had held a key
position in the Adjutant-General's
branch, became Director and
gave PR his specialised know-
ledge of "A" matters, He left the

"Army at the end of 1946 to be-

come a Master of the Supreme
Court of Justice and was suc-
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the Daily Mail and former

MAL-GEN. IAN HAY

' CHRISTOPHER BUCK-
BEITH, former Director

LEY, ex-war correspon-

~dent, is dealing with of Public Relations, is writ- editor of the Army news- Day, writes the popular ac- ]
- Norway, Greece, Crete, ing ‘“Arms and the Men,” Enper SEAC, is covering count of the campaign 1
+ Syria _and Madagascar, a sketch of the Army. urma and the Far East. in  North-West  Europe. |

Contining  MOUTH-PIECE OF THE ARMY

ceeded by the present Director,
Major-General R. Edgeworth-
Johnstone, who retired from the
Regular Army in 1938 to take up
an appointment with PR as a civ-
ilian Press officer with up-to-
date: military knowledge and
who has climbed the whole PR
Jadder since.

In war-time, Public Relations
duties were mainly concerned
with war correspondents. These
newspapermen, magazine writ-
ers, broadcasters, Press and
newsreel photographers, were
officially "accredited” to - the

British Army at the request of
their employers and thus be-
came subject

to military law.

About 1500 of more than 20
nationalilies were accredited to the
Army between 1939 and VJ-Day.

When they went into an area
of operations - Public Relations
fed and housed them, provided
them with transport and conduct-
ing officers, arranged conferences
with senior officers for them,gave
them news at its own conferences,
saw that their stories were cen-

‘sored and despatched to their

papers with the minimum delay.

Special Press camps were set
up in forwayd areas, where cor-
respondents -could base them-
selves, After visiting the  battle
areas in PR vehicles, they would
write their stories at the camps,

and special despatch riders, line
facilities arranged by Army Sig-
nals and special aeroplanes
would take their copy - back to
GHQ. Here the stories were cen-
sored and sent off by the quick-
est means to the papers. Some-
times it was quicker to get a
message from, say North Africa
to London via New York, 'so it
went that way to save time, In
the Far East a special wireless
ship was provided for correspon-
dents who were to cover the in-
vasion of Japan, to act as their
base, carry censors and wireless
their stories home. It was used
once 'at the Rangoon landing,
and correspondents were loud in
their praises.

- Military Press censorship was
another PR responsibility, one

that had to be linked up with
Naval, Air, civil and allied cen-

sorship. War correspondents
were treated as members of the
Army; commanders disclosed

their plans to them before battles,
they were. given news of new
weapons and events at times
when the information would still
have been of great use to the
enemy and told when it would
be reieased. The Army's trust in
the correspondents was justified.
Few of them tried to beat the
censor; even fewer succeeded.
None of them deliberately and
maliciously betrayed a con-
fidence.

If any one of them felt his stor-
ies were being unjustifiably cut
by the censor, he could go and

argue the matter with the censor

These quick-folding tents, specially de-
signed fo use on PR ftrucks, provided

blacked-out offices in which war corre-

spondents could write their stories at night

in forward areas, as well as sleeping room,




* ERIC LINKLATER, best-
seller and historian of

- the Highland Division,

- is _producing a book on
the campaigns in ,I:iqlx.__

himself; the censor would ex-
plain the reason fcr the cut, per-
haps make a concession and
come to a compromise, The ac-
curacy of a correspondent’s des-
patch was not within the censor’s
jurisdiction, but he might give a
friendly hint if the correspondent
had made a mistake and deli-
berate damaging mis-statements
would be cut. Correspondents’
opinions were not censored un-
less they gave hints about -the
future which- might compromise
a commander’'s plans.

Besides the correspondents, PR
had its own soldier-photographers
of the Army Film and Photo-
graphic Unit (SOLDIER, 2 March
1946) and its own soldier-report-
ers. The reporters were the officer
and NCO observers, mostly former

i
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Public Relations in war was a 24-hour-a-day job. Correspondents

ligence officer

in’ the "Middle East

and is now writing about
 Africa

the campaign

journalists, who were posted to
formations down to divisions. The
observers established their own
contacts and local correspond-
ents among the units they cover-
ed and produced stories which
the war correspondents, with a
whole front to cover instead of
only ai division's sector, could
not hope to touch. All their ma-
terial was made available to war
correspondents, but their prin-

cipal service was to local papers .

in Britain, about the men and
units from the papers’ areas. At
one time something like 300 ob-
server stories were being issued
to the Press every week and to-
day they still average about 100.

Today in every Command,
Public Relations officers are still
helping newspapermen, photo-

with different ‘'deadlines” to catch, were kept informed as
far as possible of what news was going to be released.
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graphers and broadcasters to tell
the world abeut the Army —
answering their queries, telling
them when stories “'break” and
what big events are coming off,
arranging visits  for them to
Army camps and installations
and interviews with soldiers.
One branch of PR at the War
Office acts as' agent for the
Army’s publicity campaign and
produces or arranges 'for the

production of pamphlets, posters,

exhibition stands and advertise-
menls which will appeal not only
to recruits but to their parents,
wives and sweethearts, *because
PR realises that they, too, must
know all about the Army if they
are to encourage, or at least not
discourage, young + men from
joining. After PR’s long-term job
of building up favourable public
opinion and after it has put the

Colonel Solodovnik, seen here with the |
Mr. R. G. Casey, was with the British Army in Middle East as
a Russidn war correspondent; he next appeared in North Africa
as a Major-General in the Russian Army, with a Russian mission.

Continuing MOUTH-PIECE OF THE ARMY.

polential recruit in touch with
the Army, it is up to the Army

to justify the claims made for it-

in. the publicity campaign. How
far it does so will decide _the
success or failure of voluntary
recruitment; now that so many
youngsters are experiencing
Army life the contented soldier
is more than ever the best
recruiter and no publicity can
replace him in the long run.
Other branches deal with
"permission -to publish” for serv-
ing soldiers who have written for
publication. Like the war-time
censor, they are closely con-
cerned with questions of security

and, since the serving soldiers-

always speak for the Army,
however unofficially, with
comments on current Government
policy. They also advise the BBC
on radio scripts about the

ate Lord Moyne and

Like many other specialists, Public Relations work-

ed in close co-operation with the United States Army
in joint theatres. Here a British and an American
soldier are despatching correspondents’ stories.

Army,
announcements (such as delayed

arrange for - Army
leave-party . sailings) in the
Press and on the wireless, provide
soldiers for “personal appear-
ances’* — a company to take
part in a film, a band to pldy at

- a' public function or a PT team

to give a display.

Another PR job is answering the
hundreds of odd queries  that
come into the War Office
addressed to nobody in parti-
cular or to “The Manager, The
War Office”, Typical queries:

From a boy of 13 interested in
locomotives as a hobby: Where
could he see some WD locos?

From a man in Northern Eng-
land: Were Conscientious Object-
ors’ Corps formed in the last two
wars and if so what happened to
them?

» From a soldier in Middle East:
Why do troops in ME now have
to pay 1%d  air mail postage
home instead of getting it free as

e

“I wish you'd forget all this old so >
roughing it. You make me feel jolly uncomfortable.’

St v BRSNS

Idier business and stop

PAGE 8

before, and why do troops have
to buy some of their own cloth-
ing?

From a man whose hobby is
embroidery: Can you give me
some authentic medal-ribbon
colours?

Film companies also get some
expert answers from this branch.
One wanted details of the insignia
of the higher ranks of the Gestapo
which only the Army seemed to
have; another wanted to know
all about released prisoners of
war from Japan -— where they

were received, what they wore, -

how they were received inlo
hospitals, what the hospitals were
like, everything in great detail.

Amang the branch’s corre-
spondents is the library of the
Pentagon, the United States War
Department building in Washing-
ton, which wants to get hold of
certain regimental journals.

Just now PR is concerned with
arranging facilities for six
distinguished - authors who have
been commissioned to write
popular- histories of World War
Two; “facilities” here includes

.tours of the battle-areas in all

parts of the world. PR will help
any serious author who is writing
about the Army to make his
researches, telling him where he
can find the answers to his
questions, getting him access to
war diaries and entry to the War
Office Library. Recently.a widow
sent .in the diary which her hus-
band kept throughout. World
War One, believing that it might
be worth preserving. It was care-
fully examined and although it is
of no use at present, it has gone
into the War Office farchives
where, in perhaps a hundred
years time, it will be invaluable
to a writer making research into
the life of a soldier of 1914-18.

“The public has never taken
the Army to its heart very much
until there has been a war,” says
Major-General Edgeworth-John-
stone. "After the last war the
Army was more popular than it
had ever been and the big public
Telations job now is to do every-
thing possible to see there is no
great reaction.”




N every orderly room and
~ staff office of the British
Army, wherever it may
be, there is one signature and
one only that you can be sure
of finding. It is the one at the
end of every batch of Army
Council Instructions, the edicts
of the Army's highest-level
committee, and it reads “Eric
B.B. Speed.”

The “Eric” is neatly but hot
very legibly written, the "B's"
precise and plain, but the
“Speed” is jazzy and undeci-
pherable, = obviously * written
very quickly, It is follow=
ed by a big full-stop, as though
the pen had been jabbed im-
patiently down on to the paper
as the writer turned eagerly
to the next task.

The signature reflects the
personality of the man. who
writes it. Sir Eric Bourne Bentinck
Speed, KCB, KBE, MC, JP, Perm-
anent Under-Secretary of State
for War and Accounting Officer,
Secretary and Member of the
Army Council, to give him his
full name and offices, is a man
who thinks and talks fast, who
gives you the impression he can
concentrate on: detail when it is
necessary but not when it is
trivial, who prefers to get on
with the task ahead rather than
linger over past triumphs. This

The man'in the tweed cap who paid a three-day visit to South-

ern Command
Sir Eric Speed, then
State for

in 1942 with General Sir Bernard Paget was
Joint Permanent Under-Secretary of
War. He visited other theatres during the war,

~ THE ARMY'S.
NO. I. CIVILIAN

impression is strengthened when
you find that he can detail you
his programme for tht next few
days but cannot rememben the
exact year he -entered the Civil
Service.

Although. he is the senior
civilian working for the Army,
next to the Ministers, and has

The tie will be approved by any light Infantryman. Sir Eric served
with the King’s Own Yorkshire Light Infantry in World War On_e.

been a civil servant some 27
years, Sir Eric is about as much
like Puffington as a greyhound
is to a fat poodle. He is likely to
greet you in shirt-sleeves, if the
weather is warm, He will talk
to you pacing up and down his
enormous office, smoking cigar-
ettes one after another, His hair
is greying, but he is upright and,
at 52, has the meagre middleé-age
spread of a man who has always
kept himself fit.

His voice is quiet and quick,
but it sounds as if it could take
on a spine-chilling rasp if he was
displeased. His language is racy
and he says he assimilated some
of the notable fluency in foreible
words of his predecessor and
former colleague and chief, Sir
James Grigg.

The Army's chief civilian has
been a soldiér too.”When he left
Christ's Hospital in 1914, he
joined the Royal Fusiliers and
was commissioned into = the
King's Own Yorkshire Light In-
fantry about the end of 1914, He
was shot in the stomach on the
first day of the Somme battle,
won the MC ‘and the French
Croix de Guerre and was men-
tioned in despatches. He left the
Army with the rank of Captain.

"When .1 was released,” ‘he
says, "I played cricket, hockey
and golf for a year on my war

L L

the Army

“By -Command of :
Council, Eric B. B. Speed.” The
phrase and the signature make
Army Council Instructions effective.
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Above: In a corner of
his vast office, where
the Army Council
Executive Committee
meets, is an up-to-the-
minute recruitingchart.

Left: Sir Eric copes with
masses of paper-work.
His secretary stands
by for a quick decis-
ion and instructions.

Right: Historic silver-
ware in Sir Eric’s office
is a relic of the old
Board of Ordnance and
bears its arms, which
are incorporated in the
modernWarOfficeflash.

The war-winning Army Council, presided over by Sir James Grigg. Opposite Sir Eric Speed at the
bottom of the table sat his fellow Joint Permanent Under-Secretary, Sir Frederick Bovenschen.

THE ARMY’S
NO. I. CIVILIAN

gratuity and when I was reduced
to the sum of £2 10s in the bank
I got temporary employment
with the Ministry of Pensions.”

From the Ministry of Pensions
he went to the War Office,
having passed the post-war €ivil
Service reconslruction examina-
tion, and stayed at the War
Office until .he was transferred
fo the Treasury in 1932, During
those years he ran the War
Office cricket side.

Sir Eric left: the Treasury to
become second private secretary
to Lord Baldwin (then Prime
Minister) and then returned to
the -Treasury where he . was
closely concerned with the reaim-
ament programme in 1938-39.
He came back to the War Office
in 1940 as principal private
secretary to Mr. Anthony Eden,
who was then War Minister. He
held the same job under Lord
Margesson, who succeeded Mr.
Eden. When Sir James Grigg,
who was Permanent Under-
Secretary, became Minister, Sir
Eric  Speed became  joint
Permanent, Under-Secretary with
Sir Frederick Bovenschen until
Sir Frederick retired in 1945 and
he took over the whole job.

Before he left the Bluecoat
School, Sir Eric had taken a
classical scholarship at St. John's
College Oxford, but he did not
go into residence because of-the
war. He was offered a course
there, when he was released; but

-refused it because during his

Army service he had forgotten
all the Greek and Latin he had
known. The result is that he is
one of the few men in the higher
division of the Civil Service
without a university degree,
which, he says” always gives me
a certain amount of satisfaction.”
Big moment of Sir Eric’s month
is the meeting" of the Army
Council. The other members are
the Secretary of State for War,
his junior Minister (the Financ-
ial Secretary), the Chief of the
Imperial General Staff, the Vice-
CIGS, who is responsible for
organisation, weapons and equip-
ment, the Adjutant-General,
responsible for personnel
questions, and the Quarter-
master-General, responsible for
quartering, feeding and maint-
enance of the Army. They
are all of equal status, except
that the other members are sub-
ordinate to the Secretary of
State, and the decisions they
make, whichever “ branch they
may concern, are the responsib-
ility of the whole Army Council,
The Permanent Under-Secretary
and the military members of the
Army Council except the CIGS.
form the Council's executive
committee which meet every
Friday to despatch the executive
business of running the Army.
He recalls that at every Friday
meeting during the war, Lieut-
enant-General Sir Archibald Nye,
who was Vice-CIGS, used to
give the executive committee
a summary of what had happen-
ed in the various theatres, Week



after week the news got steadily
worse. Sir Eric told him: "One
day, Archie, you'll come and
"give“us some good news."
"And one day," says Sir:Eric,
“he did. It was the battle of Ala-

mein. And from theh on the pros- -

pects and reports began to get
brighter,"” s

The Army- Council is like a
board of directors in a very big
firm, where each director, except
for the chairman and his deputy,
is managing director of a partic-
ular section, responsible for one
side of the firm's work.

Sir Eric Speed, as- PUS and
Accounting  Officer, is respons-
ible to Parliament for the Army's
expenditure, which he controls,
and once a year he is interrog-
ated by the Parliamentary Pub-
lic' Accounts Committee on the
previous year's expenditure; he
also looks after the Army estim-
ates and accounts, Army con-
tracts and all financial questions
affecting the Army. His other
responsibilities include the con-
duct of the Army Council secre-
tariat, which serves all members
of the Council, Army Public Re-
lations, the chaplaincy services
all civilian staffs in the War
Office and out-stations, civil af-
fairs (at present the civil man-
agement of the former Italian
colonies in Africa) and Wiar De-
‘partment lands.

When Sir Eric talks about his
job, he emphasises that the main
work of the civilian element in
the War Office is co-ordinating
and advisory, and.to help the
military to obtain what they
need and to get the best value.

Sir Eric's good relations with
the uniformed side are demons-
trated every Monday midday
when he goes off to lunch with
Field-Marshal Montgomery in
the flat Monty took over from
his predecessor as CIGS, Lord
Alanbrooke. His friendship with
the Field-Marshal goes back to
the war years.

“ visited him at his headquar-

tersin Sicily, a day or two before’

we crossed over to Italy,” He re-
calls. T had a bumpy_air pas-
sage from' Algiers to Malta and
theén. on to Sicily. I had anothér
bumpy flight across Sicily in a
two-seater plane and a journey
by road through clouds of dust
and over pot-holes on a very
hot day, fo Monty's headquar-
ters. I was a very tired civilian.

“I'd known Monty some years
before, but I had never stayed
with him. I rather thought I
should find a very austere mess
and get a glass of water and
Army biscuits, On the contrary,
when I got to Taormina, there
was Monty standing’ at the top
of the steps of a lovely villa
holding in his hand a cut-glass
goblet of iced champagne for
me. And when I had swallowed
that, he turned to his ADC and
handed me another one.”

Major-General Sir Francis de
Guingand, Monty's Chief of Staff,
recalls' this same wvisit in his
"Operation Victory.”

“"One_ night after dinner,” he
writes, “when the Army Com-

-mander had retired, several of us

were playing a quiet game of
chemin-de-fer.. A very charming
and high-powered civil servant
on a visit from War Office was
watching us. He said he didn't
play, but appeared quite inter-
ested. Shortly before we closed
for the night I had a very good
bank. Our guest, who had had a
long experience in the Treasury,
must have suddenly decided that
there was money in thi§ game,
for he quietly said he would like
to join in. The result was, we
took his Italian lire then his
French francs (he was visiting

Algiers), and finally his few re- ‘8

maining English notes found
their way into our pockets! Be-
sides this sharp .tactical success,
however, we profited further by
the wvisit. He would- patiently
listen to our grouses and al-
though he never promised any-
thing, we [ound that in the course
of time wvarious. changes were
made in the Army regulations
which we knew were a result of
his actlivities,” :

Sir. Eric's comment on that
story is "They skinned me dry."

When he has time off, you
may find Sir Eric as the family
man with his wife, 1l1-year-old
daughter and nine-year-old son,
in his home at Chelsea which, he
says, consists mainly of stairs.
Otherwise, he may be watching
a cricket match — he is a
member of the MCC — or play-
ing golf or fishing; or attending
a reunion of his regiment.

But wherever you find him, he
will not be having a lazy time.

That just isn't his nature. b
S 98 R ICHARD LASCELLES.
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SOLDIER to Soldier
HE British soldier has been told often enough that
he is a policeman.
As such he does not quarrel with his beat, any more
than the policeman posted to the spiveand-street-

walker district of London quatrels with his beat.
There has been much fuss at home over young soldiers

_ being sent to Germany. Well-meaning writers and speakers

say it is wrong to expose them to the demoralisations of
a defeated nation. These critics seemingly have the idea
that the Army contains vast reserves of middle-aged
married men who could carrys out’ the “occupation of
Germany, along with their families. The Army just can't
be run like that. ; .
No one denies that in Germany there are many and
varied temptations. A nation in the trough is an unwhole-
some sight. Too many familiar standards lapse. Defeat looses
the flood gates of cynicism; defeat slackens the reins which
a civilised mind keeps on its natural lusts. {
The smell which rises from ruins of many a German
city is not necessarily the smell of putrid flesh; it is the
smell of putrid morals. A sensible man avoids the smell.:
A-good unit keeps its men out of idleness — and that does '
not mean buving everybody a glider and a motor cycle,
The British soldier 'is not a natural-born profligate and
racketeer. He is a normal human being, subject to normal
appetites. In Germany he is called on to keep his self-
control as sternly” as his comrade-in-arms in Palestine _is
called on to keep his temper. The ability to do both are
essential in any soldier, . !
Germany will never recover her self-respect if the
occupying soldier loses his. It will be a bad day if he ever
gets into the habit of leaving his morals at Harwich.

. . Thousands who fought to bring victory are dead; the

honour they won in the field must not be trafficked away,
furtively, in the shadows.
Soldiers who, by the luck of the draw, were sent to

| theatres where more “normal standards, courtesies—and

currencies prevail lnay well congratulate themselves.” Not
that Rhine Army can claim a monopoly of temptations.
Soldiers serving in Asia will agree that:

“... the wildest dreams of Kew are the facts at Khatmandu,

And the crimes of Clapham chaste at Martaban.”

The British soldier, wherever he is, does not ask for
mollycoddling or the deadly drip of sympathy. He can
stand on his own two feet. If he keeps his head he will

_go home a stronger and a wiser man; and his biggest satis-

faction will be that he set an example to those in dire need
-of one, .

ITH some reluctance, SOLDIER must confess
that it doesn't know everything. There is no
superman on the staff who can answer all Army queries
fired at him. If there was, Mr. Bellenger would have
lured him away with a big salary long ago. -
SOLDIER's job — like that of the War Minister, when
beset by MP's questions — i5 not so much finding the
answer as finding the man who knows the answer. Some-
where in the War Office is a man who knows the rates
of pay of bandsmen and Beefeaters; somewhere else is the
man who knows'the ration scales for Basutos. Sometimes,
when the man is found, the desired infomation can be
obtained by telephone; at other times it can be got only
by the expedient of Starting a-File. This is not necessarily
the comical, fimewasting procedure it is often represented.
to- be. SOLDIER receives ready assistance in answering
enquiries from hard-worked branches at the War Office,
Rhine Army and other overseas HQ's, and would like to
put the fact on record. Some of the files which come home
lo roost ‘are of imposing dimensions. How galling it is,

@l therefore, to find occasionally that after SOLDIER has sent

a. reply to the original enquirer the letter returns after a
lapse of time marked “insufficient address.” That is one of
half -a dozen sensible reasons why correspondents should
give full name and address; since obviously not all letters
can be answered in the pages of SOLDIER.

Meanwhile the postbag is nothing if not varied: recent
items have included a request for a detailed Eegture on
Bing Crosby; a “please settle an argument” letter from a
German lad who wants to know whether he can join the
British Army; and a request from serjeants ang warrant-
officers of 5th Royal Tank Regiment for information where
lo send money for the assistance of British Olympic athletes.
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A green postcard arrives at a prisoner-of-war
camp in Britain; a brown card is delivered to
a bomb-shattered German home. For the first
time for years a man hears news of his family
and a family learns he is alive. The agency that
links them is a unit unique in the Brifish Army.

In hundreds of boxes enquiries are filed away;
then, when fresh information, or another enquiry
comes in, it is checked with the files. If it “matches”,
ariother family solves its worst post-war problem.

Iron Crosses (first and second class) are fwo-a-penny in the

Bureau’s junk-room, where any property bearing the swastika
_insignia is impounded. An SS chief once strutted round wearin

the arm-band resting on the two daggers at the top of the table.

i

They take no chances in the department that
deals with prisoners’ property. Every baich is
sprayed with DDT — false teeth, flat-irons and all.

“My son has not been heard of since Caen fell in 1944,
explains a father, **We were bombed out and
had to move.* Below: For two years behind wire
he thought his family was dead; then the Bureau
brought him news. Now they are fogether again.

PAGE 12




NE day recently a green postcard was delivered to
Werner Baecker, a prisoner-of-war in Scotland. It was
the first communication he had had from his wife for

over two years. .

The same day a German
postman knocked on the door
of a house in Flensburg and
handed Frau Anna Baecker a
brown postcard — the first in-
formation she had had of the
husband she had thought dead
- for over two years. ;

And in Hamburg, in an office
used before and during the war
as a Court of Justice, an officer
and two serjeants supervised 200
German girl clerks ‘as they
searched through box after box
of record cards, checking names
and addresses and dates of birth,
and then sent off scores of other
green and brown cards to other
prisoners in European and Middle
East prison camps and their rela-
tives in nearly every country in
the world. o

This unit with the task of link-
ing -prisoners with families they
thought dead and mothers and
fathers with sons they assumed
had been killed.in battle has the
rather uninspiring and slightly

. misleading name of the Central
Postal Enquiry Bureau. It is the
only unit of its kind in the Army.
By its agency nearly 100,000 rela-
tives have made contact with
their men behind the barbed
wire, : ;

When the Bureau was set up

in the summer of 1945 it was faced
with the titanic task of tracing
millions of relatives. Bombed-
out families were living in some
cases  hundreds of miles away
from their home towns. Hundreds
of thousands from the north and
the east whose menfolk were
fighting in the Wehrmacht swell-
ed the tide of homeless refugees.

There was no record of these

mass movements and control
broke down.

Today, after two years work
which has involved the record-
ing of over a million-and-a-half
enquiries, the Bureau is still trac-
ing lost persons at the rate of
over 1000 a week and putting
them in touch with their rela-
-tives, Enquiries pour in from all
over the world. 8

Whent SOLDIER ‘visited the
Bureau at its spacious AMlona
Allee  offices three girls were
sorting through the day's mail
and sending requests for infor-
mation to the correct depart-
ments. In another office the in-
formation contained in the letters
from relatives of prisoners was
placed on a green card and then
checked with the hundreds of
thousands of brown cards sent in

‘message to

by prisoners requesting inform-
ation of their families.’ If in-
sufficient information is contain-
ed in the letter, a green card is

sent to the relative who com-

pletes the questionnaire, writes a
the prisoner and
returns it to the Bureau. If the
whereabouts of the prisoner is
known half the green card is sent
to his POW Camp and the rela-
tive is sent a prisoner’s brown
card. The duplicates are filed

-away in 'the unit's record rooms
where hundreds of boxes are,

searched each week,

In carrying out this work the
Bureau has very often put one
member of a family in touch with

another when - neither has
had ' the remotest idea of the
other's whereabouts. Occasion-

ally there are instances of a pri-
soner deliberately giving the
wrong dddress of his family for
reasons of his own, and of a
relative refusing to admit the
identity of a prisoner. Such cases
are not frequent, but when they
do occur they cause headaches
in the Bureau. g

There is sometimes a light
relief to the heartbreak stories of
the Bureau's mail-box. A few
days ago the Commanding
Officer received a request from
“Heinrich Himmler” to let him
know the whereabouts of “Adolf
Hitler,-the Fuhrer.” And append-
ed was a message in German:
“Don't leave us for too long. We
can never forget you. The others
give us less to eat than even you
gave us.”

Then there was the woman
who, having received an “OHMS"
letter from the CPEB, addressed
her reply as follows: —

To: On His Majesty’s Service,
Open by cutting Label instead
of tearing envelope, Fasten
Envelope by - gumming this
Label across Flap, HAMBURG.
In another office two ex-

Wehrmacht men and a girl were
questlioning a score of repatriated
prisoners from the Russian and
French Zones who had not heard
from their families since before
the end of the war. All the in-
formation they could give was
noted down and the green en-

" quiry cards were searched for

clues that might lead the men to
their families. In most cases the
relatives had -already asked for
information from the Bureau. :

The Bureau also deals with the
personal effects of prisoners who
have been repatriated and of
prisoners who have died in cap-

Money of eady every European currency and totalling (at

prewar rates) thousands of pounds, pours daily into the
Bureau’s office fo be confiscated and sent to the Paymaster.

tivity. All kinds of articles from
a flat-iron to a Leica camera, are
sent by sea in large wooden
boxes to the Bureau where they
are sorted out in parcels and
despatched post-free to their
home addresses. There are old
clothes - and gum-boots, gold
watches and fountain pens, light-
ers and rings, ' cameras and
women's underwear, photographs
and letters, gramophone records
and false teeth. To guard against
infection the girls spray the
articles with DDT powder as they
sort them out.

“It is this department that gets:

the rude letters,” says Captain
J. Jackson, in charge of the
unit. “Sometimes a grasping wife

-writes to say that the gold ring

we sent her is made of brass and

. didn’t belong to her husband any-

way. Others allege that we pilfer
the parcels and sell the stuff on
the Black Market.” .

This department is also respon-
sible for impounding all articles
bearing the swastika and all
currency other than German
marks. The money goes to the
District Pay Office. Swastika-
marked articles include medals,
hence Capt, Jackson's office

possesses hundreds of military
medals, from the Iron Cross First
Class down to a mechanical
engineer's proficiency badge. ~°
Girls in another office record
the deaths of prisoners and mem-
bers of the German Mine-Sweep-
ing Administration, and issue
authority for local registry
offices to make out death certifi-
cates. There are still tens of
thousands of relatives in Germany
who have net applied for in-
formation about their menfolk,
although notices are displayed
on advertising sites in all German
towns and information is given
in the German press. Hamburg
radio broadcasts each evening
lists of names of prisoners and
their families. Enquiries are now
being received on a larger scale
than before from prisoners in
Russian and French Camps. From
an official list of prisoners publish-
ed each month by the French
authorities scores more families
are being united. "This work will
go on for several years until the
last prisoner is linked with his
family, and when that is done I
think we can say we have done
a good job,” says Capt. Jackson. .
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A changefrom flak: fireworks
in the night sky of Berlin.

The British Army stages a
brilliant spectacle on the
field

in Berlin where the

world’s athletes once con-
tested the Olympic Games

( Photographs: Sjt. A. G. Weed.)

e STt

BERLIN

"TATTOO0

HE Signalman from Lancashire was sure there was a

more original way of riding a motorcycle than by merely

sitting on the saddle, sitting wrong way round in the
saddle, standing on the saddle or lying on the handlebars.

So was the Signalman from
Yorkshire.

The two began to experiment.

Signalman W, A. Chippendale
had a strong six-foot pole built
on his motor-cycle just behind
the saddle, Then he started his

" machine, put it into second gear,

and shinned up the pole like a
monkey on a stick. The machine
kept going, and incredibly
enough Signalman Chippendale
kept up the pole. . °

Signalman C. Cross meanwhile
was having a ladder fitted to his
machine., He also put his cycle
into _second and climbed. the
ladder for a beiter view. Like his
comrade he found that not only

Cavalry charge: climaxof a fine
display by Rhine Armyhorsemen.

could he 'stay aloft, but by a
blend of balancing and wishful
thinking he could steer.

For less than a week the two
men practised,’ falling off from
time to time but like good
despatch riders failing off unhurt.
Then their D-Day came, and out
they rode under the massed
searchlights at the Olympic Mai-
feld in Berlin and brought a gasp

. of unbelief from an international

audience. It just wasn't possible.

Of course, said the wiseacres
in the audience, these men were
members of a special Army stunt
team, who had. been riding in
motor-cycle Todeos for years.
Certainly it was hard to believe




This part is easy: mak-
ing a two-point land-
ing is another story.

that the Royal Signals riders who
took part in the Berlin Tattoo
were ordinary soldiers who had
volunteered from their units to
show just what a young Army
can do.

That was an aspect of the Tat-
too which ought not to be miss-
ed, Here was a young Army
showmg its paces, not a handful
of “professionals” combed  from
crack units for the occasion.

There had been sniping in
Press and Parliament when the
Army announced it would hold
a six-day Tattoo in Berlin. This
was encouraging the Germans
to reverence martial displays;
this was a waste of manpower, a
squandering of materials, and so
on.

No one — British or German —
who saw the Tattoo is likely to
hold any doubts whether the
show was worth doing.

The Tattoo did not demons-
trate pill-boxes being fried by
flame-throwers. It did not — as
in the Royal Tournament at Lon-
don's Olympia — show Com-
mandos scaling an impossible
cliff. The Berlin Tattoo was a

«Colour-and-music pageant, pure
and simple. It was not a squand-
ering of materials, but an ingen-
ious marshalling of them. And
the men who organised and
prepared for the Tattoo would
be the last to say that they learn-
ed nothing useful. The literal-
minded who argue that control:
ling a motor-cycle from the top
of a pole is hardly a part of
Army training miss the point
- that a Tattoo is a demonstration
of an Army's ingenuity, fitness
and ability to do things with
dash and efficiency. An Army
which makes a hash of a tattoo
will make a hash of an invasion.

Preparations for this Tattoo
began in a former German mun-
itions factory at Menden. Here
the “props” wcre made out of
surplus and scrap material. Next
the 1300-odd performers had to

Comedy interlude :
bridal car by 7th,
Armoured Workshops.

be accommodated somewhere
near the Olympic Maifeld. Where
better than in the great Olympic
Stadium hard by? But the Olym-
pic Stadium was a long way
from being a habitable barracks.
Sappers and resident troops got
busy. Before long the smoke of
camp ovens rose from the gigan-
tic arena where once the light
which was carried from Athens
by relays of runners flickered
over the Olympic Games. The
British Army was making itself
comfortable, Tackling this oper-

The man uptheladder
is Signalman Cross; he

for less than a week.

in
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the foreground:
men of the 2nd. Bat-
talion the South Staf-
fordshire Regiment.
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Cantinut'ng
BERLIN TATTOO

ation was Major W. J. Feehally,
whose men of the 2nd. North-
amptonshires were doing a fine
job _erecting the large-scale
scenery. - =
When the day of the Tattoo
came — 11 August — the flags
of the Allied nations flew from
the heights of both the Stadium
.and the Maifeld, and the grey
walls of the arena were relieved
by banks of bright flowers.
Explosives ushered in the Tat-
too, but they were the explosions
of fireworks in the evening sky.
The only other gunpowder 'was

used - up- in the spectacular

feu de joie. The drill display of
the Staffordshires, in their full-
dress red uniforms was one of the
high-lights, Many were puzzled
to know how the orders were
transmitted, since no shouted
commands were heard, and the
sight of 450 men right-turning on
a common impulse was uncanny.
The secret was the flashing of
coloured lights on the far side
of the saluting base.

Another spectacular item was
the display of physical training
by the 1st, Battalion the York
and Lancaster Regiment and five
squadrons 'of the RAF Regiment.
When the searchlights went out
the exercises were carried out
with lighted clubs, till the Mai-
feld looked like a field of agitat-

ed fireflies. Vastly impressive °

was the massing ' of the
Highland pipers, accompanied
by the torch-bearers who merged
in a carpet of flame.

The cavalry made their own
colourful contribution with a
musical ride by men of the 1st.
Royal Dragoons, the Royal Scots
Greys, the 7th. Queen's Own
Hussars and the 10th. Royal Hus-
sars. And a good comedy effort
.came from Fth, Armoured
Workshops in the shape of a per-
petually exploding bridal car.

Producer of the Tattoo (profits
of which go to the children of
Berlin) was Lieut-Col. L.S.White,
who was responsible for the pre-
vious Tattoos — both this summer
and last summer — at Dortmund.
He is the first British producer
to be called .upon to fill Hitler's
Maifeld and he did it excellently.

ERNEST TURNER
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Coiled barbed wire effect
is produced by men swing-
ing illuminated clubs.

A section of the PT

" display by more

than 500 performers.

Above: torch-bearers kneel while kilted comrades perform Highland dance. Right:
the man who ruled the massed bands—Major T. S. Chandler, Welsh Guards. Below:
daylight shot of the men of the 2nd. Bn the South Staffordshires, in their full dress.




RICHARD ELLEY, MIDDLE EAST REPORT

touring Middle East

for SOLDIER, sailed from Palestine to Cyprus
@YPHRUS |H©'LMDAY | and found British troops relaxing in ancient

Famagusta and on the slopes of Mount Olympus

™
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ITH Palestine’'s gay

spots not what they

were in the days of
the war, Cyprus is becoming
a holiday island for Service
men and women stationed in
the Holy Land.

They get there in the Tri-
politania, a ship which spends
its time shuttling backwards
and forwards between Haifa
and Famagusta.

11752929 ¢
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The Tripolifania was once an
Italian vessel, but she was scutt-
led at Massawa during the war,
and then raised by the Royal Navy
and set to work flying the Red
Ensign. Her last job was as a
trooper on the Athens-Salonika
run, She has now been refitted
as a leave ship to carry neaarly
500 passengers in plenty of com-
fort for a trip which starts about
tea-time and ends with breakfast
ashore.

et A T 3
}

From the time they sight the
thick, red-grey walls of the an-
cient city of Famagusta, there are
plenty of things. to enchant
the newly-arrived holidaymakers
from Palestine, apart from the
freedom from barbed wire and
the fact that they can park their
rifles or Sten-guns with the Mili-
tary Police and forget them until
it is time to re-embark.

. I : Most of them find it a welcome
In the warm Cyprus nights the best place for a cabaret change to drive on the left-
is out-of-doors. These pictures were taken at Nicosia, hand side of the . road again
the island’s capital, where NAAFlI runs residential instead of the right, as in Pales-
clobs. Below: ATS under Naval convoy scramble up

the hillside at Troodos. (‘Photos: Sjt. Stuart Shrimpton.) m




Continuing CYPRUS HOLIDAY

tine; to see a majority of familiar
British cars in place of the over-

whelming masses of pretentious:

:-American models that hoot their
way about the mainland; and to
marvel at the Model “T" Fords
and -other long-forgotten vehicles
that Cypriot ingenuity has kept
on the roads.

They like to wander, without
armed escort, ‘round the shopping
streets of theitowns. They delight
to haggle in the novel shillings
that are divided intonine piastres,
to lounge in the bars, cafes and
restaurants and experiment with
Greek and Turkish dishes and
drinks as a change fromithe eternal
eggs-and-chips and beer. For some
there is attraction in the cabarets,
where it costs four shillings to
buy the glass of coloured liquid
that entitles them to one dance
with the “hostess” for whom they
have bought it.

There are pleasant rides round
the island on the Welfare buses,
across the plain from Famagusta,
where rows of windmill water-
pumps stretch among-the olive
and orange groves and the fields;
or up into the hill villages

the plains there is an infinity of
pleasant walks among the wooded
slopes to villages that always
have at least one attractive cafe.

For Servicemen on leave there
are camps at Famagusta — where'
NAAFI has opened a new Golden
Sands camp — at Polemedia, near
Limassol, and at Troodos, where
NAAFI runs a Pine Tree camp.
There are also residential
NAAFI clubs at Nicosia, the is-
land’s capital, and for those who
can-afford them there are town
aifd country hotels. ;

Most Servicemen like to divide
their holidays equally between
one of the coast resorts, where
they can lounge in the sun and
use Welfare-provided canoes and
bicycles,” and Troodos, which is
6000 feet above sea-level, on the
saddle just below Mount Olym-
pus. At Troodos the weather is
cool and clear in the summer and
stimulating after the heat of
Palestine; in the winter it has
four or five feet of snow and be-
comes a ski-cenfre for holiday-
makers.

whose red-roofed houses contrast
with the mud-brick buildings of
the plain, where the bus may be
held up during blasting in the
great asbestos quarries. And in

Cyprus is full of picturesque characters, like
this old man- who is willing to pose for any-
one’s camera. Typical Cyprus scenery is this
hill village (below) clustered round its Ortho-
‘dox church, on the steep road to Troodos.

Pt

Above: It gets nippy at Troodos, 6000 feet up, in the evenings,
so ATS girls in the leave-camp collect firewood and pine-cones
for a blaze in their quarters. Below: But it's warmer down at
Famagusta and the Mediterranean is just right for keeping cool,
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Here RICHARD ELLEY describes life in the Army famil-
ies’ villages at Fayid, on the Great Bitter Lake, where
a.new kind of communal living is being tried out

" MIDDLE EAST REPORT (Continued)

THE ARMY CONDUCTS A SOCIAL EX@E@*EMENT

Above: Straight from the churn comes
the milk for the schoolchildren’s
mid-morning break. Below: The neat
‘gardens are planted in canal mud
which -has been laid over the sand.

f
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NE of the Army’s great-
O est social experiments

is getting over its
teething troubles. At Fayid, on
the Great Bitter Lake, com-
munal living on a scale that
Britain has never tried before,
except for short holidays, is

beginning to show that it can °

be a success for a long period.

In the five married families’
villages at Fayid, about 225
couples and 200 children are
shaking down and writing
‘home to say they are quite
happy, thank you, and the
neighbours are very helpful.

They came to Fayid a little
doubtful, to move into their 19.
foot square ' bed-sitting-rooms,
with one extra room for each
child that needed a separate bed-
room. They went a little shyly
into the social centres where they
were to have their meals, sit in
communal lounges, play com-
munal games, dance and watch
film shows with their neighbours.

They were a bit worried about

. sharing a bathroom with another

family, if their own family was
not big enough-to entitle them to
a bathroom to themselves. There
was some doubt about how
Mother would get on in the little
kitchen in which families from
each block of rooms would make
morning tea, wash the laundry
they did not send to the dhobi,
share an ironing board, an elec-
tric iron and a primus stove.
They felt, .in fact, a little bit like
the recruit from a sheltered home
who, for the first time, has to
undress, wash, sleep and eat with
20 other men.

But they need not have wor-
ried. They soon found they, had
all the privacy any hotel could
have given them. Their bed-
sitting-rooms . really were big
enough to be used as sitting-
rooms and there they could en-

- tertain their friends for a drink or

a game of cards if they did not
want to use the communal bar or
lounges.

They had their meals at separ-
ate ' tables in the dining-rooms;
they were under no obligation to
patronise the other communal
rooms; it was not really much
trouble to put on a dressing-
gown and cross the three or four
yards to the bathrooms; and the
partitions the Sappers put up on
the wverandahs of the living-
block's made their own rooms as
private as any house in a row in
England.

Of course, it wasn't luxury. The
Army had put up these villages
in a hurry when the evacuation
of the Nile Delta was speeded
up. They were intended only as a
temporary measure, to tide fam-
ilies over the two or three
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There are separate tables in the communal
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_dining room and Gpl. and Mrs. Wainwright eat
their lunch in as much privacy as in a good hotel.

years until the complete evacu-
ation of Egypt. That was why
there was no water-borne sani-
tation and that was why there
was communal living. .

Whatever the disadvantages
they were offset by the families
being- together again after long
wartime separalions, by the ab-
undance of food, by the thought
that many of them would have
been far worse off sharing a house
with a relative at home, and by
the evidence that the Army was
doing its best to make them com-
fortable.

There are five family villages
in Fayid, four for officers' famil-
ies and one for men; the propor-
tion is strictly in ratio to the
numbers of applications for ac-
commodation and there are still

four times as many officers as

-

s FAMILY VILLAGE

men on the waiting list.

For officers and mén the ac-
commodation is exactly the
same; so is the furniture and so
are the amenities of the social
centres. A private geits exactly
the same as a colonel, The only
difference is that in the officers’
villages the Army rations drawn
are for the officers themselves;
their. families' food is provided
by NAAFI, who make the ap-
propriate charge, while in the
men's village everyone lives on
Army rations cooked by NAAFL

After a couple of months this
system began to come in for
complaints from both ends.  Jun-
ior officers said they could not af-
ford NAAFI's charges; men com-
plained that Army rations did not
provide the right sort of meals
for small children — although
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he Canal afé;(;_ sgqms:_fo suit the children. Two-rr.:others( whose babies h‘&ﬂ.-_béqn %
putting on weight at Fayid. These healthy youngsters were photographed at a ba

~ in-Chief’s home.The little boy on' the see-saw made .g-ffoﬁupu'ge'};pldur.ﬁ{ur';m; the Army’s Middle East weekly magazine.
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"“Good-bye—see you
wright sefs off to his work as a Q Branch
draughtsman at GHQ, Middle East Land Forces,

there was plenty of milk — and
the wives considered there was
too -much camouflaged bully-
beef, Like any other complaints
that cant be dealt with inside
the villages, these were forward-
ed to higher authority and should
be settled before this article ap-
pears in print.

Otherwise, grumbles have been
negligible. In each social centre
is a complaints and suggestions
book on which the house commit-
tee, which is a sort” of parish
council elected by the wvillagers,
takes action. In the men's village
book there were only three en-
tries. after six weeks: the first
suggested piano lessons for the
children; the second asked that
NAAFI should provide water-
glasses for the dining-room. (this

- was- done); the third suggested

the electric light shades in the
dining-room should be cleaned
more often (it turned out that
they were of ‘a kind of frosted

3 THE ‘CH-I'L-D,R EN O F' _TH E VI L LAGE i

b

S

oorly"” before told SOLDIER that they were
y show in the grounds of the Commander-

tonight:” Cpl. Wain-

glass which, to the uninitiated,
looks dirty when it isn't).

In No. 2 village (officers) the
book had far more entries, none
of them containing a serious
complaint. An onion-hater asked

that onions:should be served on -

separate plates to avoid contam-
inating the other food; a pic-
nicker asked thiat the bar should
stock canned beer since it was
easier to carry than bottled beer
and cans were expendable; two
,0r three  pecple asked for new
paths to be built and lights put
up to guide them home after dark
past the booby-traps set up by
the builders putting up new
quarters; a gourmet wanted to
see curry on the menu; another
asked for plainer cakes at tea-
time. i
For general opinions on the
villages, I spoke to some of the
wives. This is what they said:
Mrs. G. Mackenzie, wife of a
Gordon Highlander CSM: “T've

Stri




been living in married quarters
about 12 years, at home and in
Tripoli, and these are the best.
The furniture is better because
it's more up-to-date and there's
plenty of cupboard room. I don't
see much of the other wives ex-
cept when we go to the social
centre because I'm far too busy
looking after three children, This
is a good place for kiddies — my
little girl, who is two, was very

poorly until she came here, but’

now she's doing well.”

Mrs. Gladys Horne, wife of
RSM. Wilfred Horne of the Army
Fire Service: “I was in married
quarters at Catterick and Abbas-
sia before I came here. We
haven't as much room as in our
bungalow at Abbassia, but there's
enough and the furniture is very
much nicer. The other wives are
very nice, but I don't see very
much of them.” -

Mrs, ‘Guitana Spiteri, wife of
Corporal Spiteri, a Maltese
woman who speaks very little
English: “These are my first mar-
ried quarters and I am delighted
with them, The other wives are
all very nice and I have made a
lot of friends; I am always visit-
ing them or meeting them in the

- social centre."”

When the. camp opened up,
each village had a secretary and
a WVS hostess, but it was soon
found that the hostess was unne-
cessary and now villages are be-
ginning to appoint honorary sec-
retaries from among the residents
to take the place of the permanent
secretaries. Honorary secretary
of No. 2 Village is Mrs. Crawfurd
Dunlop, wife of a Staff major,
who told me what the wives do
with themselves all day.

“A good many of them work
in offices at GHQ," she said,” and
they don’t have time to do much
around the camp. Of the rest,
apart from those who have a full-
time job looking after babies,
some work in the Church of Scot-
land' canteen; then they take it
in turns to look after the flowers

The furniture, like the room, is the same
for a Colonel or a private. Wives like it, be-
cause it is up-to-date and easily kept clean.

in the social centre or help in the
sewing room where we are going
to give sewing classes. Others
help in the weekly clinic we hold
for mothers. There is always one
committee member who looks
after the dining-room, supervises
the meals deals with the child-
ren’s food and sees that invalids
get their trays with what they want
on them. Then there are always
mending and shopping to be
done, And there are the beaches.
Many of the wives have only
been out here a few weeks and
they are still taking a holiday
after the strain of
the last seven
YearsinEngland,"

Quite a num-
ber of wives who
have ' time on
their hands at
pPresent: will be
busy soon. They
are expecting
babies and in the
camp they are
getting ante-natal
care. They will
have their babies
in the military
hospital at Fayid
and after that
they will take
them to see the
woman Medical
Officer and the SSAFA nurse at
the weekly clinic in the village,
where the babies will be weighed
and the mothers can ask for ad-
vice and get wool and baby-food
at reduced prices.

A report some while ago in an
English newspaper that there has
been a lot of sickness in the vil-
lages owing to lack of element-
ary hygiene precautions was re-
ceived indignantly by the families,
who knew it was untrue and be-
lieved it would cause their re-
latives at home a lot of unnecess-
ary anxiety.

It was true that fly-proofing
Was not complete in the social

[ A

You can have your own lunch and dinner parties in the families’

villages. For birthday parties and other special occasions, you
can have one of the social centre’s rooms for your guests.

centres when the first families
moved in, but the job was finish-
ed well before the warm weather
brought the first flies of the
year. Anyway, Fayid has far
fewer flies than any other in-
habited part of Egypt; the Army
went over native villages in the
area very thoroughly with DDT
and the families’ villages build-
ings are treated with DDT at
least once a month with the
result that you can take your

Modern refrigerators keep food fresh
in the kitchens of the families’ villages.

meals in the dining-rooms with-
out seeing a single fly. ;

The slight increase in the
number of diarrhoea cases report-
ed to the medical officers is due
to two things: in Fayid everyone
is told to call in the Medical
Officer at. the first sign of illness,
however slight, whereas in the
Delta most people treated them.-
selves for “Gyppy tummy* in
their billets; then there are a lot
of families just out from England
whose members have not yet
discovered that too much ice-
Cream or too many cold drinks
will bring on the same symptoms.

The general standard of health

“children to use out of

is far higher than it was in the
Delta, not only because of more
hygienic ' living conditions but
also  because people lead a
more -open-air life. Medical
officers who live in the families’
villages themselves were the first
to refute the suggestion that
hygiene was not all it could be.,

So far, schooling for the 100-
odd children of school age in the
villages is being given on a
temporary basis. Buses take them
each morning to the Army Edu-
cational Centre at Fayid, where
four Queen’s Army School-
mistresses work with normal-
sized classes,  They are
assisted by  RAEC serjeants
who teach science, a Brigadier's
wife who teaches singing, a
chaplain’s assistant who teaches
scripture and an ATS serjeant
who takes junior classes. The
APTC give swimming instruction
to the children who also go to an
RAF centre for arts and crafts

_lessons.

An infants’ school has been
started in the annexe to one of
the social centres, with two
young schoolmistresses, both of
them specially trained in infant-
school work and experienced in
civilian schools, to look after 40
children,

A primary school was prepar-
ing to open in the centre of the
villages, and in September there
will be a.secondary school; be-
tween them they will be able to
teach about 175 children. In
addition to classrooms and other
essential accommodation, the
primary school will have a cen-
tral hall and a milk bar and the
secondary school a laboratory,
an art room, a handicraft shop
and a library. Besides the usual
playing fields, the schools will
have a recreation ground for
school
hours. :
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AMILY VILLAGE ——

Staple rations are deliver-

ed to homes by jeep. Ex--
tras are bought af a well-
stocked grocery store.

Below: Mrs. K. Kyle

. daughter outside their

steam-heated bungalow.
The shrubs were trans-
planted '{rfom the hills.

MNMZ P 4P~

N the island of Eta

Jima, near Kure, on

the Inland Sea of
Japan stretched a barren ex-
panse of land upon which the
Japanese Air Force built an
airfield for small reconnaiss-
ance and training aircraft.
Planes rising from this field
could see, over the mountains
and across the straits, the
doomed city of Hiroshima.

Today this is just another
corner of a foreign field which
is, temporarily, England. 1t is
a colony for families of the
British Commonwealth Occu-
pation Force.

Until recently the United King-
dom element of the occupation
force had the greatest number of
families in Japan — 76, as against
Australia’s figure of 54. Bul
Australian immigration is pro-
gressing rapidly, and the United
Kingdom figure will soon be a
minority one. The biggest colony
is expected to be at} Hiro, near
Kure, where 34 Australian Infan-
try Brigade has_its headquarters.

By the end of this year it is
expected that over~700 British
Commonwealth families will have
been settled in Japan, and that
300 more will be waiting for a
passage,

The little communily at Eta
Jima — one of 14 centres in
Japan where occupation families
are to be found — looks out.on a
wide shelered bay, and is backed
by timbered hills. Through the
green pines are the white-pillar-
ed buildings of a famous Japan-
ese Naval Academy.

Food is varied and plentiful,
even by Australian standards.
Homes are steam-heated against
Japan's cold winters. There is a
school, a playground for children,
and a big tiled swimming pool
(which went with the Naval
Academy). And the “ration” of
Japanese house-girls is generous
— two for a childless couple,
three for a couple with children.

At Eta Jima, too, is the Occup-
ation Force's School of Cookery,
where Japanese girls are trained
for six weeks in Westérn ways
of preparing food.

|
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. im-gun batteries, armoured o et ;
against rifle fire. = King icycles — carrying

GeorgeV and Lord Kitchener
turned out to inspect them.

MOTOR MACHINE- » : ARMOURED TRICYCLE |§
GUN BATTERY i B Desiglned forh_use in nar- |
ThRammdint yware. Xty el clip- “eBUME D81 bt
promd. of thetw ninhile M. “oeuvre, these British arm- |
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a machine-gun — gave the
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ERE'S a period displ{y — a selection of cigarette
cards in the serie! "Military Motors" issued
during World War One. Many readers in their

late thirties may remember collecting these cards.
Conlemperary with this series was an issue of "Tributes” -
— “A Tribule to the Infantry,” “A Tribute to the RAMC"
and so on. And there were dozens of series on Allied generals,
regimental badges regimental standards. Some of the more
ambitious "cards” were printed on silk.
Paper shortage scotched any intention the cigarette-makers
" may have had of turning out similar cards in World War Two.
7 Today there is a rising generation which has never collected
= cigarette cards and as things are will never have that pleasure.

MOTOR
AMBULANCE, DISGUISED

Ambulances - bearing red
crosses were shelled by
the  Germans, so the
French Army in the Vos-
ges camouflaged their veh-
icles to look like the forest.

-

MOTOR
PIGEON-COTE

Brain-child of the French Staff

werethese former Paris buses

converted into’ pigeon-cotes.

3 Even in World War Two
: therewere motorised pigeons.

MOTOR
RAILWAY-ENGINE

When the artillery had

MOTOR-CYCLE MAXIM

The passenger in the sidecar
could not complain that he

made the-roads and fields
of Flanders - impassable to
lorries, the French produc-
ed this answer: the forry

had nothingto do. Unlikethe
driver, he ‘had armoured-
cover. Ammunition was car-
ried under the sidecar axle.

converted tfo a locomotive.

MOTOR WIRE-CUTTER

This was the ingenious French answer
to a barbed wire barricade —- a knife-
arrayed touring car guaranteed to
slash through any ordinary entanglements.

MOTOR
HORSE-AMBULANCE

: ARMOURED CARS
These formidable engines of
war were Russian, They were
designedfo go over any kind
of country. In each forward
fort were two machine guns,

In these Commer Cars, built
at Luton; the French locaded
their wounded horses for
transfer to veterinary depots.
This helped to cut the high
mortality rate among horses.

MOTOR FORTRESS 2 = P .1
Almost noiseless, “thanks ; MOTOR SHEEP-BUS

to the’ invention of the ! ‘ s
sleevevalve engine,” were li's one of those .Paris buses again —
these British motor fortress- but this time it has been loaded with a

flock ~ of sheep so that the poilus can ! ed out

es, carrying two machine-
guns and a crew of six. “have fresh mutton with their rations.

MOTOR AUTO-GUN

Before firing, this French
aute-gun was jacked - off
the ground and supported
by two side pieces. It pump-

a gratifying non-
stop stream of small shells.

i
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THOUSANDS OF BRITISH TROOPS HAVE ENJOYED A RIDE ON

_Mafbe it's not a thing of beauty,

butthe Wuppertal overhead rail-

way was designed to meet a pe-
culiar problem. Above: Coaches
infull career over theRiver Wup-
per. Below: Through the hole in
the wall is one of the 18 stations.
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British soldiers in Germany look twice when

they see the Overhanging Railway of Wupper-

tal, which the townsfolk like to regard as the

eighth wonder of the world. And “having

looked twice, they go for a ride on it
( Plhotographs: COMS. . Johnston.)

UPPERTAL, one of Germany's leading textile cities *

beiore and during the war, lies almost hidden in a
deep hollow formed by the sharply rising Bergischen
hills. The River Wupper which flows through the centre of the
cily twisls and turns every few hundred vards like a tormented

serpent. ‘

Straddling this river, and
piercing the bomb-battered
streets at housetop height runs
the famous Schwebebahn, or
Overhanging Railway, which
the people of Wuppertal like
to think of as the eighth won-
der of the world. ' It is a rail-
way which has provided thou-
sands of British soldiers with
a thrill, riding suspended by
a single electri¢ rail above the
swirling waters of the Wupper.

Towards the end of the eight-

" iss Wuppertal had become so

developed that there was a
danger of the city losing its pre-
eminence in the textile industry
because of lack of communic-
ations:. To have constructed a
ground railway would have
meant tearihg down hundreds of
hoiises and many factories; and
it was impossible to.lay tracks
along the side of the River
Wupper because trains would not
have been able to follow its
multi-curved course.

Then a young engineer named
Karl Langen of Cologne had a
brilliant idea. "Why not have a
railway that goes overhead?” he
asked the city’s authorities.

At first the city officials were
sceptical of this “hair-brained”
scheme and many violently de-
nounced it as '‘dangerous and
revolutionary.” "I can foresee
one of the greatest tragedies of
the century if we allow this
scatter-brained young man to
have his way,” one official is
recorded as saying. "No single
line can possibly hold up a heavy
train, and the first time it is tried
out the train and all ils occupantis
will plunge into the river. I will
have nothing to do with such

_ devilry!”

But Langen persisted and two
years later had persuaded. the
city officials that not only was
his scheme practicable, but that
it +  uald .save Wuppertal vast
sums of money.

How wrong 'were those who
feared disaster is proved by the
fact that since the erection of the
railway in 1901 there have been
only three falal accidents and not
one carriage has fallen into the
Wupper ot to the street. Of the

three persons killed two were
suspected suicides who fell from
the carriage window, and the
third accidentally slipped in front
of the lrain when it was pulling
into a station.

Since 1901 the railway has
carried more than 650,000,000
passengers — mostly local work-
ers. to and from the elastic
ribbon, and lace factories.

The railway runs from the sub-
urb of Oberbarmen to Sonnborn
— just over eight miles, and the
carriages and engines used today
are the same as those first used
nearly 50 years ago. Here again
Langen was ahead of his age for
he built all-steel carriages, prob-
ably the first ever to be used.
The train, which normally pulls
two coaches is suspended on
double-axial wheel-works attach-
ed to an outer supporting rail.
One wheel of each wheel-work
is driven by an electric motor ahd
the other acts as a track-wheel.
They are so constructed that
even if the main axle breaks the
train remains suspended. Only
the finest.steel was used.

The frame on which the track
rail's are placed is a bridge con-
struction supported by huge in-
clined framework supports rising
up from the concrete bases in
the river bed and in one section
from the streets.

At Oberbarmen and Vohwin-
kel (Sonnborn) are terminal loops
where trains pass through a
housing shed and begin the re-
turn journey.

Each train has two 600-voll
driving motors, electrical energy
being taken from a current-rail
running alongside the overhead
frame <

One advantage the railway has
over other types is Lhat most of
the stations. (there are 18 in
operation now) are just raised
platforms with stairways leading
directly up from the stregt, and
their construction was inexpen-
sive,

Travelling is very comfortable,.

although the slight sway as the
train rounds a steep bend at 30
mph is a little disconcerting at
first. The carriage doors are
operated by a master-switch in
charge of the guard, Even if you

were unlucky enough to fall out
while the train was in motion
you would probably escape with

‘a "ducking” in the Wupper,

During the war the railway was
damaged in the heavy air-raids
but repairs have almost been
completed, and trains are now
running every itwo minutes in
either direction and transporting
over 4000 people each hour.

The inhabitants of Wuppertal
will go out of their way fo ex-
plain that their railway is faster,
cleaner, less expensive and more
thrilling than ‘any other. They
will.also tell you with some pride

Above: Another shot showing bridge over river, and
railway over both. There was no steel shortage in those
days. Below: The pattern on the River Wupper.

that the folk of Wuppertal are
very “air-minded” and provided
some of the best German pilots
in  both; World Wars. They
attribute their “air-mindedness”
to always riding in “space ships”
high above the town.
ERIC JAMES.

Postscript: To Scottish readers
this article may recall the ex-
perimental section of the Bennie
railplane at Milngavie, near
Glasgow. This syslem also was-
intended for lraversing dilficult
counltry cheaply, but so far it has
failed to find favour.
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=EnEE “ANY QUESTIONS?”

cool of the verandah of his
quariers and opened a news-

paper from home. There he 7p y,@u,)cg G a&&mau w aﬂdéﬂ

noticed a picture of two

Beefeaters being initiated at 2y e
the Tower of London, - at the Towee of London you

When he took a closer look

he recognised one of them as : s
ex-RSM. Tom Randall of the h to. k. aﬁe f‘b& '

Duke of Cornwall’s Light In- We uaw Wawec
fantry, in which regiment he

. himself had served as a war-
rant-officer.

Six months later Yeoman War- < ‘ iy n W e A ber, veteran of the Boer
der Johns joined Yeoman Warder gives a'le in history. The small door leads to the Jewel House.
Randall at the Tower. B T 2

There are 50 yeomen warders,
but only 37 of them are “active.” !
They have all been warrant of- |
ficers in the Army or the RAF. |
How are they chosen? Tucked |
away at the end of King’s Regu- |
lations are the qualifications: “A
candidate must be a WO or col-
our-serjeant serving, on date of
application, on a regular engage-
ment in the British Army or RAF;
must be in possession of the LS
and GC medal and at léast one
medal for field service; must be
under 50 years of age on as- _
suming appointment and not less S
fhan 5ft. 8 inches in height."

This means that the warrant
officer must have served 21 years
and must apply for the post while
still in the Army. The Defence

eMedal counts as a field medal.

Eighteen months.ago Mr. Johns
saw his name added to the list
of 233 Beefeaters on the' large
board in the Warders' Hall at the
Tower (the list goes back only
to the time of the Duke of Wel-
lington, but the records of pre-
vious warders are available from
1543). He was given the pic-
turesque Tudor uniform, allotted
married quarters for which he
pays 5s. a week, and drew his
first week's pay of £5. (After
two years it rises to £5 5s.) And,
perhaps most important of all, he
was given a history book. For
Yeomen ‘warders have to answer
questions — questions asked by e
old ladies, by small boys with
mouths - full of sweets (“Please,
mister, which is the Bloody
Tower?"), questions by people of
all nations. It's no easy task
learning the history of the ¥
world's most famous fortress.

"I must admit I knew -almost
nothing about the Tower when 1
came,” said Mr. Johns. "“But I
know a good deal now. Apart
from the official pocket history
which every warder gets I have
managed to borrow a good many
hefty volumes from the libraries.
And the other day in an old
bookshop 1 bought for ‘tenpence
a little book on the Tower pub- !
lished 70 years ago which had a
great deal of information on the
Elizabethan period.

“But it is not only questions
about the Tower. It's the supplem- |
entary queries they thrust at you.
In themselves they are often quite &
simple, but when in the middle
of a talk on the early history of
the White Tower someone in-
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Yeoman Warder T. J. W. Seabrook,
a former captain in the Worcester-

shire “Regiment, lost

terrupts you with, ‘And how long
did William the Congqueror reign?'
you have to think quickly.”

It was the public's interest in
every aspect of the inexhaustible
story of the Tower that prompted
the Major and Resident Governor,
Colonel E. H. Carkeet-James,
OBE, MC, JP, to write the pocket

history for private -circulation
among the warders. It is their
pamphlet and on it they base

their talks to visitors.

The colonel, who used to brief
war -correspondents . at SHAEF,
has a shrewd idea of the things
people 'like to know and when
there are few visilors about he
often wanders round and carries
out a private quiz. From him the
warders often get their most com-
plicated questions requiring de-
tailed answers, but the practice
stands them in good stead.

Used to complicated questions
is Yeoman Warder R. Furman,
former RSM, in the Middlesex
Regiment. - SOLDIER found him at
the Middle Tower which actually
is the most exterior one and is
the entrance to the fortress. About
the Middle Tower there is not a
lot to tell, but in his 21 years as
a warder, Mr. Furman has found
that people start asking awkward
questions at this point, particu-
larly - when he points out that
Trinity ' Green on Great Tower
Hill, which they have crossed in
order to reach the Tower, was the
scene of 75 public executions.

Usually someone pipes up with,
"Oh, that was where Mary Queen
of Scots was executed,” which,
as. Mr. Furman then points out,
is incorrect. Mary Queen of
Scots and the Tower have little

dan arm ‘i
Dunkirk. Scene: Middle -Drawbridge. -

connection. But the
public is not satis-
fied. When and
where was she
executed? And Mr.
Furman (or whoever is conduct-
ing that particular party) has to
come out with that little bit of
information which ‘most people
would consider to be outside the
province of a guide to the Tower
— "Fotheringay Castle, 1587."

“So many peopie have pointed
to the Port of London Authority
building and asked what it is
that now we automatically tell
them," said Mr. Furman.-~

The oldest warder is ex-CSM.
D. Sprake of the Dorsets. At 80
he still delights in taking parties
round and his free moments are
occupied with tailoring, which is
his hobby, and a useful one to

ducts the

Chief Warder Arthur Cook
with six Guardsmen con-
700-year-old
Ceremony. of the Keys.

ﬁ"ﬁ')

have when you are
yeoman  quarter-
master. He has re-
paired and altered
the uniform of
every warder in his 30 years at
the Tower. No, he says, things
have not changed much except
for the bomb damage; 250 incend--
iaries and 15 direct hits, one of
which killed a soldier in the bar-
rack block. And recently the
doors of the Medical Officer's
house and the Chaplain's house
have been painted bright colours
as they ‘were in the days of
Queen Anne, for Queen Anne was
a woman who liked vivid hues.
Five years younger than Mr.
Sprake but with longer service at
the Tower — he came in 1915 —is
Mr. P. Phillp, who was a colour-
serjeant in the Royal Engineers.

The yﬁiic’ ask awkward questions. .. so does :

-, the

overnor, Colonel E. H. Carkeet-James, -

who conducts a snap quiz from time fo fime.

- - —_—

'Thﬁ board' in the Yeomen Wurcférs"
 Hall in the 3Bzrwc:lrc_l Tower carries the
wa

of 2 rders appointed since
ke of Wellington was Constable.

He married the daughter of a
Beefeater in the Chapel of St.
Peter ad Vincula in the Tower,
which is really what gave him
the idea of becoming one himself.
He has shown many thousands
of people over the Bloody Tower,
including General Pershing, who
led the Americans in World War
One, and Mayor Walker of New
York. Americans are usually
‘prepared to spend hours listening
to the stories of the famous men
and women who have been im-
prisoned in the Tower, although
few have ever heard of the only
American prisoner, Edward Grove
of New England, who was locked
up in 1683 for waging war against
Charles II. Their enthusiasm rises
when they are shown the ad-
jacent windows in the King's
House (Colonel Carkeet-James's
residence) behind which were ine
prisoned Queen Anne Boleyn
(éxecuted on the grass below in
1536) and Rudolf Hess (serving a
‘life sentence in Germany).

The two warders with the most
authority are the Chief Warder,
ex-RSM, A. H. Cook of the Som-
erset Light Infantry whose tunic
carries the ribbons of the DCM,
MM, and BEM, and the Yeoman
Gaoler, J. Ford, who served with
the Dorsets and later with the
Military Police. Ford had a spell
in the Tower with the police in
1906, little realising that one day
he would be wearing Tudor uni-
form and carrying the famous axe
on State occasions. His first job
each morning is to open the
Tower. Centuries ago his prede-
cessors carried the axe in front of
State prisoners with the blade
turned away from them if they



Continuing “ANY QUESTIONS?”

were innocent, towards them if
guilty.

Other warders have specialist
jobs like Mr. R. Smith, MM and
Bar, who was with the Royal
Horse Artillery and who is now
Yeoman Clerk in the Colonel's
office; Mr. A. Baber, ex-Royal
Garrison Artillery, who is clerk

to the two Royal Chapels; and

Mr. C. Saunderson of the Essex,
who is sexton. z

Further responsibility will soon
fall on the warders with the re-
turn from their wartime hiding
place of the Crown Jewels, Be-
fore the war often 20,000 people
a day visited the jewels, and be-
cayse' there was only one en-
trance to the Wakefield Tower it
was a long, painful process. Now
alterations have been made.
Eventually Colonel Carkeet-
James hopes to have a special
showroom built in the White
Tower.

There was an attempt to steal
the Crown Jewels in 1671 when the
notorious Colonel Blood, dress-
ed as a parson, got as far as the
gate with the Crown and Orb,

Each night the Ceremony of
the Keys is carried-out by Chief
Warder Arthur Cook and six
Guardsmen " as it has been per-
formed without alteration every
night for the past 700 vyears.
Every night that is, except one.
In 1940 the NAAFI was fired by
incendiaries and the heat was
so greal that the ceremony could
not be completed. The same year
the party were blown off their
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feet by a bomb, Picking himself
up the Chief Warder yelled out,
“Come on, on your feet!" and the
ceremony went on. fes

Once the gates are locked vis-
itors must use the password. At
one time only the King, the Con-
stable and the Lord Mayor knew
the official word.

Besides their pay the warders
get Is, 2d. a day pension granted
by the Duke of Wellington for
good service. They get £10 a year
clothing allowance, Tips are
pooled and shared among all men
on the active list. They receive
free medical attention, holidays
with pay, one day off a week and
sick pay. As far as possible every
arm of the Army is represented.
Two men hold the MC, three the
DCM and two the MM. There are
two ex-RAF Beefeaters.

""We get quite a number of ap-
plications although many war-
rant officers leaving the Army
do not know the paragraph in
King's Regulations,” said Colonel
Carkeet-James. “They have to
apply while still serving, but that
does not mean they have to come
if for some reason later they
dori't want to. Many leave the
Army to find good jobs else-
where and so they just write and
tell us. Others serve for a while
and then leave to take another
job. They are always free to go.
Most of them come because it
means. a job for life, and quarters.
They also like the semi-military
ceremony and esprit de corps
which prevails in’'the Tower.”

In the evenings when the last

sightseer has gone the Yeomen
Warders dig their allolments, play

bowls on their own green or pass .

the time in their social club
where, they contend, they get the
best beer in London. All profits
from the bar go into a trust fund
which is invested by the Resident
Governor to yield a nest egg
for each man, >

Only a few warders go on night
duty each night (for which they
get a day off.) Together with the
sentries and the ravens hopping
about Tower Green they keep
watch on the ancient fortress
whose silence is broken only by
the cry of the guard: “Pass, King
George's Keys.”

PETER LAWRENCE.




WHITEHALL BURROW

THE War Office has lost

a cosy underground home:

Montagu House Annexe, just behind the Royal United
Services Institution, is being demolished to make way for new
Government offices, part of the Whitehall Gardens long-term

office building scheme.

Montagu House Annexe was
a temporary building which,
. like an iceberg, had far more
below the surface than above.
It consisted of two floors and
you went down two flights of
stairs from ground-level to
reach the upper floor,

Offices were a good deal more
convenient than the old-fashion-

. ed rooms of the main War Office

building; thiey had. dayliqht
electric ‘ lighting and air con-
ditioning.

The building housed Signals
installations, Public Relations, a
typing section and some smaller
branches. It had a canteen and a
.conference room that could hold
200 or 300. Steel doors could
shut Montagu House Annexe off
in an emergency.

.Police Act sternly says:

A tunnel underneath Horse
Guards Avenue communicated
with the main War Office, and
signals and other urgent mes-
sages could be sent through the
tunnel by a tube system like the
ones used in Victorian shops to
send bills and mohey from a
sales-counter to a cash-desk. -

If the orders and directions
that went forth from Montagu
House Annexe during the war
had their echoes overseas, those
echoes are nothing to the local
ones the building is causing now.
Built toughly, to resist bombs, its
thick hide is now resisting pneu-
mati¢ drills that shatter the
peace of scores of sedate White-
hall offices. Demolition experts
think longingly of the-explosives
that break up pill-boxes in the
country, but the Metropolitan

"No'L.

THE SPOKE-MAKER

OTHING very special about
this carpenter’s job, when
you look at it like this, is there?
Yet Mr. E. C. Harris, of Syston,
Leicestershire, was specially re-

' leased from the Army to do it.

The job is timber-cleaving and
it's one where you have to grow
up in the science of the craft be-
fore- you are really good at it.
Mr. Harris learned all the ancient
and highly-skilled tricks from his
father, who had-learnt them from
his grandfather before him.

They called him up during the
war and he served a year in
searchlights before he. was
hurriedly released to work
on 10,000 cleft oak spokes for
Wuoolwich Arsenal.

HE US Army has licensed a
new machine called the Me-
chanical and Numerical Integra-
tor and Calculator,
much in that, you say? Well Jook
what the initials spell.
*

A reader of thé Sunday Ex-
press has written to complain
that the BBC pronounce Field-
Marshal Lord Montgomery's name
as Muntgomery. If this is right,
he says, the cry should be ' Good
old Munty!”

*

Near Fairbanks, Alaska (says
Colliers) the life of an Army
parachutist was saved after his
‘chuté collapsed in mid-air. Jus}
as it folded, a brother para-
trooper who was descending a
little below and to one side was
swept by a gust of wind so close

\

Nothing .

' Tournament"’

to the disabled ‘chute that he was
able to grab its shroud lines,
which he held while his own
‘chute carried himself and his
companion to thg ground.

In Tripoli British troops have
been playing Bocce — a sort of
bowls game invented by Count
Bocce in the 19th century. It is
played with unweighted wooden
balls on a sandy floor in a rect-
argular court. A “Hot Dog Bocce
was the high-light
of the "se-ason'."*

A conference of Scandinavian
insurance representatives at Oslo
has deécided that’ atomic -bomb
damage is not to be the subject
of claims on insurance cofapanies.

Such damage; said the insurance

men, 'will be considered an Act
ol God.

_long military career,

COMMONS SMILED

RIGADIER A. H. Head MC, ex-Eton and Sandhurst, late

Life  Guards,

now Conservative MP for Carshalton, 3

Surrey drew entertainingly on his Army past when he

speech

. On the only occasion.on
whxch I have met an officer who
has had contact with the trade
union representatives (on Terri-
torial associations), he described
them in terms which I would like
to repeat to the Committee, but
owing to the somewhat eccen-
tric habit of the Army of couching
its endearments in rather ob-
scene terms, I am afraid I would
be out of order. However, I can
assure the right hon. Gentleman
that they were most compliment-
BTY Tt

- < 3;:

“Anyone who was a soldier in
1935 will be solidly behind me
on the effect of the lack of equip-
ment with which to train. In a
my only
military success was enjoyed at
such a period. I was put in com-
mand of a squadron of armoured
cars represented by flags car-
ried in Austin, Sevens and on
‘motor bicycles. By the rather
artful” procedure of drawing from

-the quartermaster three times

my usual allotment of flags, and
by using motor bicycles and dis-
patch drivers of friends I achiev-
ed a mobility and ubiquity which
was the admiration of every
umpire and general near the
place. That is not soldiering but-
practical joking."
* i

"Serjeant-majors are tradition-
ally frightened of their .wives.
If you do not house them, not
only will you not have them
contented, but I am quite: certain
that hell will know no fury like
a ‘homeless, henpecked serjeant-
major." :

®

“When the National Service
Bill was introduced, I wondered
very much whether it was fully
realised by the right hon. Gent-
lemen and the Front Bench as a

‘whole what.an immense respons-

1b:11ty that involved. I was put
in mind of a brother officer of
miné many years ago who got
engaged to be married. As cus-
tom was at the time, he went to
the commanding officer, and ask-

~opened a recent Commons debate on the Territorial Army.
Here are extracts from his ‘

Brigadjer Head: he
admiration of every umpire.”

“‘was the

ed permission, and the com-
manding -officer, much revered
but somewhat pontifical, said to
him, “I assume you have consid-
ered the immense responsibilities
and implications of taking this
young.woman into your some-
what ill-nurtured and unprepared
bosom?” /
&

A few days later in a debate
on the Regular Army, it was the
turn of Lieut-Col. D. R. Rees-Wil-
liams, Labour member for South
Croydon.

He told MP's of a would-be re-

cruit to the Welch Regiment
who, rejecled for insufficient
height, bribed -a man -with his

last 10d. to hit him on the head
with ‘a bottle. This raised a bump
big enough to enable him to
qualify.

The other story was of a
happy-go-lucky battery . com-
mander of the Royal Horse
Artillery who, whenan inspecting
general said "I have never seen '
such a filthy lot of men in my
life,”" replied, “Ah, sir, wait till
you see the rear rank — they're
lousy!” Yet the . battery loved
their commander, and rescued
him when he was badly wound-
ed at Omdurman.

" COMMANDO STUFF

OME little while agoe SOLDIER listed on this page some of the
more bizarre Army and ex-Army types portrayed on the London

stage.

A recent play — "“Noose," by
Richard Llewellyn -— gives' the
Army quite a lift. It is all about
how a bunch of tough ex-soldiers
clean up a West-End vice gang
on their own account, There is
plenty of good. thick-ear stuff in
this play. For the sake of the
record, it must be confessed that
the biggest laugh is mSpued by a
character who says, “You know
what they say in the Army -— if
it isn't nailed down, it's mine."

There was another play —

“The Man From The Ministry"—
in which a serjeant who was too
clever for words came out of the
Army and built himself a house
while everyone else was tied up -
in red tape. It was to be suppos-
ed that he had learned his way
round red tape.in the Army.

The cheering aspect of all this
is that there is a public which
still looks to the Army for swift
action and no nonsense — even
if only in the world of w15hfu!
thinking.
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Girls learning the “‘component parts of the engine"
are (left) Rita Simmons, a chemist's assistant, Bobby
Barton, a model, and Gwen Williams, a secretary.
Campaigner in centre is Gunner A. W. Ward.

VERY éolonel of .a regiment claims that the men under

him have “the family spirit.” Today some of the new

Territorial regiments possess it in a literal sense never
foreseen by commanding officers of old.

The recruits who turn up
twice a week at the Mitcham
Lane Drill Hall, Streatham for
training in 562 Searchlight
Regiment include a husband
and wife who are both serj-
eants, a father and daughter,
three sisters, and a lieutenant
and a gunner who are brothers.

About half the ATS were in
ithe Services during the war. The

rest have joined to "see what it -

js* like.,” Their occupations in-
clude those of housewife,  tele-
phonist, silk screen operator,

PAGE 32

typist, secrelary,- dress maker
and shop worker,

It all started with Mr. and Mrs.
H. R. Bastard of Balham. Turn
back the pages of history eight
years and you will find them
at this same drill hall where they
both: belonged to the old 27th
Searchlights. It was here they
first met. Jusl after the outbreak
of war they married; then off
with the unit to Middle East
went Sjt. Bastard, to be taken
prisoner in Crete. He came home
after four-and-a-half years to
find the unit disbanded.

On the evening of the last day

THE FAMILY
FALLS IN

Husbands, wives, sisters,
brothers — they all join
this Territorial regiment

Two sisters, Marjorie and Gwen
Williams, study a model. Lieut
G. R. Kirkwood is the instructor.

Pay time for husband and wife:
Sjt H. R. Bastard RA and Sjt Bas-
tard ATS sign on the dotted line.
Does it all go into housekeeping?

of April he and his wife visited
the drill hall again. At middight
they signed on, the first members
of the newly formed 562 Search-
light Regiment, London Electrical
Engineers. Twice a week' they
leave their two children in their
grandmother's care while they
become Sjt. Bastard RA and Sjt.
Bastard ATS.

Mrs. K. M. Sheehan of Streat-
ham read about Mrs. Bastard in
the paper and she, too came
along.

One day Pamela Quinney, who
is 19 and is a clerk at Clapham,
decided she would give the unit
a trial. Her friend Bobby Barton,
@ West End model, decided to
sign on too.

The word spread. Mr. 'C. W.
Botting of Babbington Road left
the Army in 1925 and missed it.
So he came along, bringing Miss
Botting. Today father and




daughter are gunner and privafe.
Lieutenant G. R. Kirkwood, who
was in 124 Light Ack-Ack
Regiment during'the war, brought
his .ex-Desert Rat brother, not
long out of 11th Hussars,

Mrs. George de Pasquier,
secretary to a .large trade
organisation in the West End,
remembered her daysin the ATS:
She joined. Her sister Majorie
Williams, receptionist secretary
to a firm of textile manufacturers,
had also been in'the ATS, so she
came. Twenty - one - year - old
Gwen,. the third sister, who 1is
also a secretary, had never been
in the Service but could hardly
be left out of it. Today the three
Williams sisters, -as they are
known, rarely miss a parade.

Twenty-three-year-old  Beryl
Goobey, from Tooting, is -an ex-
despatch rider in a heavy ack-
ack regiment, and 26-year-old
Corporal Myrtle Norris from
West Norwood, .used to work

with Signals at the War Office.

When in the ATS they longed

for their release. Today, they

say, they are glad to be back in

the old atmosphere if only for a
few hours a week.

Said the adjutant, Captain A.
M., Edmonds, MC: "Both the men
. and girls like it because we run
a social club which they can at-
tend after parades and also a
full restaurant service, All ranks

are dropped in the club and
there is a good family spirit.”

The regiment has batteries at
Upper Tulse Hill and Merton
Road, Southfields. A small ATS
unit is also attached to' Brigade
headquarters at Chelsea. The
commanding officer, who joined
the TA as a private in 1936, is a
barrister. His second-in-command
and adjutant are civilians. Only
the quartermaster and RSM. are
regulars.

The unit was formed in 1897
by a professor, who was its first
commanding officer, for members
of the Institute of Electrical
Engineers. The unit served
in the South African War and in
World War One (as the London
Electrical Engineers RE) and
they formed the first Territorial
anti-aircraft unit responsible for
training thousands of men in
searchlights. A company was
sent to France for electrical and
engineering work in the field.

After World War One the unit
became the 27 AA Searchlight
Battalion.

In World War Two batteries
were stationed at Gosport, Faw-

. ley, on the East Coast, in Mid-

diesex and Bedfordshire before
going to the Middle East in 1940,
They saw action in the Desert,
Crete — where casualties were
heavy — Egypt, Palestine and
Syria.

Drill is over. .. all ranks foregather in the social club. Here are the newest recruit, Bobby Barton, RSM. A. Collings
Half the fun of being a Territorial

and the ‘Quartermaster, Captain W. H. Howlett,

is

in the social

life.




PUSH-BUTTON WAR:

This is the second “digest” of current American military
magazines. The first appeared in last month’s SOLDIER.

TWO AMERICAN VIEWS OF THE FUTURE

supersonic rockets and jet aircrafi, Paul W. Martin,
an ‘American scientific research writer, says:

“A network of early-warning radar sets surrounding our
country would be necessary. Inside this network would have
to be the defensive rocket launchers, each launching area with
its tracking and range-finding radar. These would pick up the
missile and send a rocket on an intercepting course.

DISCUSSING the future of anti-aircraft defence against

“But even if this were done, the enemy could send over a thousand’

rockets, of which only a hundred carried atomic warheads. We would
have no way of discovering which were which, and it would be
necessary to intercept each rocket individually — an all but hope-
less task with so many missiles. The enemy could employ radar
jamming devices which would make it impossible for the intercept-
- ing missile to *home" on its target. He could send escorting, high-
speed rockets with his atomic missiles to intercept and destroy de-
fensive weapons. And, finally, no defensive system has ever been
one hundred per cent effective, Some ‘of the rockets are bound to get
through. B
“This then is the rew problem. On its solution may depend the
future of our country . . ."” (From “Army Ordnance’)

No Maginot Line Here

P USH-BUTTON warfare, if and when, is going to be expensive.
General George C. Kenney, Chief of Strategic Air Forces, writing in
the American Infantry Journal,*hangs some price tags on the devel-
opmert of a 5000-mile guided missile — for development, “billions”;
to construct the first one;-7,000,000 dollars: thereafter the “modest
sum” of 270,000 dollars a-piece.

"The control by radio,” says General Kenney, “becomes increas-
ingly difficult and complicated for every mile of increased range.

Five-thousand-mile control today looks somewhat fantastic, Another.

thing to think about is the introduction of man-made static to inter-
fere with guiding such missiles by radio ... push-button warfare
is not around the corner... It must not be set up as our Maginot
Line behind which we think we can sit secure."

General Kenney's conclusion: piloted bombers and fighters will =

carry the load in any war within the next 20 years.

NOW let's hear an American voice from the past: :

"As we swept away from the shore I cast back a wistful eye

upon the moss-grown roofs and ancient elms of the village, and
prayed that the inhabitants might long retain their happy ignorance
— their absence of all enterprise and improvements — their respect
for the fiddle and their contempt for the Almighty Dollar.,” — Wash-
ington Irving, The Creole Village, 1837.

* * *

INTERNAL CUMBUSTION

AN explosive, made to look like flour and capable of being eaten
when baked into -bread, was developed secretly during World

War Two by Professor George B. Kistiakowsky of Harvard. Shipped

to neutral countries in bags labelled 'flour’, the product was trans-

shipped to Japal'lese depots, where much of it fell into the hands of

FIELD
BAKERY

A 2

saboteurs and guerillas operating behind Japanese lines in China.
The Japanese failed to discover the secret.” (From Military Review)

SOUVENIRS

“IIYHAT Civil War cannon on the court-house lawn may be replac-

ed by a M4 tank or 155mm. rifle, if the demands of_ patriotic

and civil organizations, museums, and institutions continue. The

" Ordparice Department reports that in the last 12 months it has donat-

ed 102 tanks, 385 field guns (from 37mm. to 155mm. and 352 museum

pieces including rifles and machine-guns.” (From Infantry Jogzrnal)
* Ed E S
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CROSSWORD

DOWN:

2. Bicycle pedal lethal to
rodents.

3. Thin candle.

4. They give their owners
cares, too.

up get this as a collar.
6. Customary.

9. Adjective concerning
that little chap in Picca-
dilly Circus.

11. See 5.

14. Sailor to find the
answer to free from
blame. )

15. Donkey starts to test
metal.

Infectious fright.
17.Describesthesquirrel’s
hoard.

ACROSS: 1. It suggests you can have
confidence in a cartel. 7. Up ’em and
aweigh! 8. Sounds as though you bend
over this verandah. 10. Parliamentary
break has moved back. 12. Antecedent '16.
in time. 13. One anagram of slate. 15.
Part of Scotland Stevenson made famous.

18. Associated with buds, Brens and
balloons. 19. Quickness on the uptake.
20. Nimble. 21. The RAF has another
word for him.

iser.
(Answers on Page 40)

How Musch, Do You Kinow?

1.Which of ih&se.statements German leaders acquitted at

5. People who are 11

18. Razor-blade econom-

are true (if any): (a) More men
get gout than women; (b) Jack
Sheppard was a famous jail-
breaker;

at Cambridge.

2. If you wanted to show
anyone some bascules, you
would go to: (a) The Tower of
London Armoury; (b) The
Tower Bridge; (c) Swindon
railway works; (d) Brighton
Aquarium.

3. “My first name is the
surname of a famous actor,
my second name is the name
of a famous capital city. | am
a composer. Who am 7

4. Supply the word after the
hyphen in these names of
motor cars: (a) Frazer—;
(b) Isotta—; (c) Alfa—; (d) Mer-
cedes—; (e) Hispano—

5. The Brenner Pass links: —
Austria and Switzerland;
Switzerland and Italy;

Italy and Austria;

Austria and Jugo-Slavia.

Which? ‘

6. Name a well-known
animal which was
once known as a
camelopard.

7. Pearl White,
“‘queen” ofthesilent
film  serials, s
played by Beity
Hutton in a new
film called—what?
‘8. Memory is
short. Can you
name the three

(c) Scheherazade
was the wife of Herod;:
(d) There is a Bridge of Sighs.

Nuremberg?

9. There was once.an Alsatia
in London, It was a sanctuary
for (a) criminals; (b) refugees
from Alsace-Lorraine; (c) Al-
satian dogs; (d) the penniless.
Which?

10.  If Nostradamus came
back to - earth you might

., appropriately ask him one of

these questions: (a) How did

you cure King Philip of Spain’s |

apoplexy? (b) Did Messalina
make you a good wife?

(c) What's going to win the

three-thirty? (d) Why did your
flying machine crash?

11. Can you name the
English peer who— founded
Comic Cuts; offered £1 a
week for life to anyone who
could name how much gold
the Bank of England would
hold on a given day; conducted

- British propaganda against

Germany in World War One?

12. What was the name of

Dick Turpin’s horse?

13. These three Members of
Parliament have an attain-
ment in common: A. P.
Herbert, _Benn - Levy, E.
P. Smith. What
is it?

14, Here's a
picture of a well-
known actor in
battle-dress. He

vlar British film.

Can you identify
him?
{ Answerson Page 4o)

appeared in a pop--
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THERE'S only one place in the world
where you can take a photograph
like this. You're right — the Dead Sea.

Reading the paper is Driver George Rennie, of the
Black Watch from Aberdeen. His main concern
was not to allow any of the Dead Sea to get in his
eyes. When you let that happen the smart is terrific.
You can be photographed just as easily in a sitting
posture, reading the paper. If you go out to shoulder
depth you will find the salt water is so buoyant that

you will find it hard to keep your feet on the bottom.

If you let the Dead Sea water dry on you when you
come out you will geta rich, white coat of minerals
(property of Palestine Potash Ltd.) which will make

your skin sore. Luckily there are fresh water in
baths for a matter of 80 mils (about 1/9d). =
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This is “Phelix,”” whose
work has been featured
in SOLDIER ‘recently. The
shoulder flash you can’t quite
read says ‘“‘Radio SEAC.”

‘“A serious charge — ten days depri
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“See that bloke over there?
“Uh—huh.?

“His father’s worth 'a
packet.”

“ What’s that make him?”

“Well, it should make him
worth a couple of drinks.”

*“ But does it ?”’

“I don’t know. I've often
found that people who own
a lot of money aren’t very
free with it.”

¢ Are you having a crack at
me, chum ?

“It’s the first time I knew
you were a man of means.”

“ You'd be surprised,. Owing
to an arrangement .I made
with the Savings Officer, I
shall have quite a nice little
sum tied-up in National Sav-
ings Certificates by the time
I pet Home.”

“And what do you call a
“nice little sum’?”

““ Rather more than you'll
ever be able to lay your
hands on, old boy—unless you
get weaving on this National
Savings idea vourself.”

See your UNIT SAVINGS OFFICER
about it NOW/

: o A
Ovaltin
Quick
| THERE is nothing like delicious
‘Ovaltine’ for restoring strength
and vitality and keeping_ you fit.
Prepared from Nature’s finest foods
‘Ovaltine’ provides important nut-
ritive elements for building up body,
- brain and nerves. -
Remember, too,-that a cup of ‘Oval-
tine” just before bedtime will help to
give you a good night’s sleep. Order
‘Ovaltine’ from your canteen.

e

e for

Lnergy ¢

. OVALTINE
TABLETS

for eating
‘Ovaltine’ “Tablets con-
taining the sustaining
and energising propert-
ies of 'Ovaltine' are the
best emergency ration,
They ate packed in handy
sizes for the pocket;

Prices 4d and 1/3

SELL YOUR
FIRST STORY

Panel of Authors and Editors
Seek New Talent

| PPLICATIONS aze invited from
men and women of all ages to
enter the profession of authorship
under the guidance of a panel of
modern successful authors and edi-
tors formed to encourage and to
direct new writers. All applicants
must possess the urge to write and
be prepared to devote at least a few
hours of spare time a week to the
successful new methods laid down
by the panel of anthors and editors.

The Panel of Authors

(1) The Author of 1,000 short
stories. (2) The Editor of a Woman's
magazine. (3) A Star Serial Writer.
(4) The Author of Bessie Bunter.
(5) A regular Contributor to all the
best-selling Juvenile periodicals. (6)
A Sunday Newspaper Feature
Editor. (7) A National Daily Sub-
Editor.

The creative instinet is of all things in life
the most worthy of development and ex-
pression. There are many folk with the gift to
see and record life in the routine around them,

with natures sensitive to the humour, pathos
and excitement of their experience, who with
carrect guidance quickly could be expressing

themselves id well-paid articles and stories !

and, perhaps, making for themselves a lasting
name in the world of letters,

The Need for Direction |

The shortage of English fiction is so great
that American stories areinvading the English
markets, Now is the opportunity for the new
writer, New publications are springing up.
Anyone with a gift for expression thay learn to
use that gift and be paid for deing so, The Fleet
Street School of, Authorship Ltd. has been
formed by authors who learned their lesson
from experience, They know that a writer must
earn while he is learning, as they did them-
selves,

A Source of Income

The new course is a “Course of Income"
From the early lessons it aims to produce
saleable work and introduces the writer to his
market,

How to Apply

All-who feel their talent justifies the effort
should apply for *“The Prospects for Author-
ship,” sent under plain sealed cover, without
obligation, Write to:

FLEET STREET SCHOOL

(Desk F 92) 45 Chancery Lane, Fleet Street, London W.C.2 !
(Stamp for reply pestage appreciated)
THE FLEET STREET SCHOOL OF AUTHORSHIP LTD

(UKIWT's

the polish
we all use

rr

here . . .

“Take a tip from an old timer,
gson, This KIWI gives a gleam-
ing shine in half the time,
Not only that — it gives a
shine that you can bring up a
dozen times a day with just a
quick rub over . . .”

“Thanks for the tip, but
KIWI’s already a“‘must” with
me. My old man used it in
1914-18 and it’s been afamily

Kiwil

habit ever since. He says
KIWI’s rich waxes get right
down- into the. pores of the
leather and help to preserve
itbykeepingitsoftand pliable.”
“And how right he is, son.”

BLACK
KIWI DARK TAN
st 8 7en
Aiso obtainablc in OX BLOOD, TAN, LIGHT

TAN, BROWN Transparent Dressing for
Patent Leather & Glace Kid, all colours,

. Obtainable from Stores & Forces Canteens.
THE KIWI POLISH CO. PTY., LTD. BRUMWILL

ROAD, EALING, LONDQN, W. 5
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The man in the headlines inspects the The sporting public know this athlete

guard: Captain Harry Whittle, of the insinglet and shorts; here heis on regi-
REME Training Centre, Arborfield. mental duty complete withSam Browne.

THE ORDERLY OFFICER
IS A DOUBLE CHAMPION

Not every mess can boast glittering prizes like those won by Captain Whittle at White City,

PAGE 38

A REME officer start-
led the -athletic world
by pvulling off two
national events at the
White City champion-
ships. Soon he will be
released, and will look
for a job which will let
him train for Olympia

ERCHED on the piano in

an officers’ tiny mess bar

in a Berkshire village are
two silver eups.

They are national athletic
trophies, and they were won
at the Amateur Athletic Asso-
ciation Annual Championships
at White City to the astonish-
ment of a 40,000 crowd and
the gratification of his mess-
‘'mates by -Captain _Harry
Whittle, of the Tactical Wing,
REME Training Centre, Poper-
inghe - Barracks, Arborfield
Cross.

Never before in the long
history of British athletics has
a serving soldier carried off two
coveted national prizes at the
one meeting. Milocarian Club has
had Lieut. G: L. Rampling and
Lieut, J. F. Sheffieid as national
winners, and & similar- honour
went to: Sjt. Cotterell, of the
Royal Corps of Signals. But I
have vyet to discover a soldier
completing such an outstanding
double,

Captain Whittle was born in
Farnworth, Lancashire, midway
between Liverpool and Man-
chester, 25 years ago, and was at
Manchester University from 1940
to 1943. There he excelled at the
long and high jumps, half mile
and javelin. He was given his
Colours for .three years and was
Captain in ‘1943,

In spite of the war, he took his
B.Sc degree in civil and mecha-
nical engineering before he
donned khaki. Soon after that he
was winning CMF champion-
ships at Audine, Northern Italy
taking the 1943 long jump at
22t 6ins and the high jump at
5ft-8ins, He also competed in the
half mile steeplechase and javelin
throw. /

The two years he served in
Italy were mostly spent at Rimini
with 648 Servicing Station and
535 Searchlight Battery Work-
shops. He came home to be an
instructor at Arborfield Cross
and joined the go-ahgad Reading
Athletic Club, which in addition
to Whittle's two championships,
landed the six-miles’ flat event
through , A. H. Chivers, while
another club member, A. A.
Robertson, the reigning national
cross-country champion, chased
home third behind a Hungarian
and a Belgian in the two-miles
steeplechase. 4

Last March Captain Whittle
resumed his athletic career in




winter in cross-country

England -by taking part in the
Reading Club’s championships in
Palmer Park, and won the high
jump “at 5ft 8ins, the long jump
at 22ft 7ins and the 100 yards in
an undisclosed time! Notice how
consistent were these efforts with
his Italian times. His next ap-
pearance was in the Polytechnic
Pentathlon, and in order to make
up the necessary five events he
decided to go for the 440 yards
hurdles, an event he had tackled
only once before when — at
Loughborough in 1942 — he was
captain of Manchester University
vin an Inter-Varsity meeting and
a few points were needed for his
team to win. ;

That Loughborough effort took
him a minute; in the Poly affair
he wiped off a couple of seconds.
And yet this was the event in
which in a few weeks he was to
beat all-comers for the British

In the red track-suif of an Army athlete:
the man who is going to spend his

running.

championship. His next attempt
over hurdles was for the AAA
against Cambridge University,
and his pertinacity again showed
itself in a win. Then came the
Northern Counties Champion-
ships  at Chesterfield and an-
other low hurdles win in 56.8
seconds. °

And so we come to the White
City. 'The holder, D. R. Ede, “of
Epsom and -Ewell Harriers, was
below his previous season’s form
and had not been down to
55 seconds. The danger was
thought to be W. Christen, a Swiss
running in the Poly's colours.
Captain Whittle was not seriously
considered, but he and the ‘two

favourites got through the Friday

heats safely enough to the next
day's finals.

Of the six runners, Ede was
drawn inside with Whittle on
the extreme outside, .As they

were running in

The Royal Mint has begun work on the
cupro-nicke! Defence Medal which is being
awarded to most Servicemen as well as
Civil Defence workers and Home Guard.
One side carries the King’s head, the other
the Imperial Crown over an oak tree
defended by a lion and lioness, with the
inscription.1939—1945 The Defence Medal.

echelon Whittle could
not see his rivals from
pistol to tape, and in
his own words, "he
just  belted along
hoping for the best”,
His strength < pulled
him through in the
home ‘'stretch, a win
being recorded in 55
seconds = flat, with
Christen 0.8secs behind
and Ede 1.6secs further
away.

There was nothing
classic in Whittle's
victory to be quite
frank, and it compares
badly with  Facelli's
53.4 secs and Lord
Burghley's British
record of 53.8 secs, but
what it lacked in
quality it made up in
grit. In discussing his
Olympic prospects
with me afterwards,
Captain Whittle ex-
pressed his fear that

“They will take away my speed
if they try to improve my
style,”” says Captain Whittle.

“they will take away my speed
if they try to improve my style”.
There is a lot of horse-sense in
that statement. /
But Whittle's triumphs  were
not at an end. Aided by the fact
that the Nigerian Prince Ade-
doyin had been continuously
engaged in the high jump and
120 yards hurdles finals for the
past 90 minutes, Whittle leaped
23ft 9'%ins — his best effort
ever — and that was one inch
more than his coloured rival
could manage. It falls five
inches behind Harold Abrahams'
British record, but it. was a
praiseworthy jump nevertheless
and the fact that he got just that
little bit further than before
when the ordeal tame was a true
test of a champion. i
Whittle is Army champion and
Inter-Services champion; since
winning at White City he has
won for the AAA at Cheltenham
against - three Western counties,
Now he awaits the Olympic pro-
gramme. And it is a matter of
unusual concern for him. If he
remained in the Army he could
reasonably hope for time off to
train to represent his country at

Wembley in 1948. But he has a

broken career to pick up. The
age of 25 is none too soon to
settle to civil and mechanical
engineering, so Whittle will be
released and will then have to
cast around for a job, hoping that
it will be convenient for him to
fit in time to prepare for
Wembley in 1948. He is Britain's
best at two events; yet it is pro-
blematical whether he will be in
a position to take his place. in
the national team. That could
happen only in England.

'When I went to Arborfield
Cross in search of this non-
smoking, teetotal, bespectacled,
sandy-haired, ruddy faced, affable
young bachelor, I found him, as
Orderly . Officer of the Day,
inspecting meals in the cook-

Whittle's longest jump to
date is 23ft 91/, i nches: it is
five inches below Harold
Abrahams’ British record.

house. He took me to see his
* training ground. It is the unit's
quarter-mile running track, and
for hurdle practice he often uses
Army benches piled two high at
regular intervals. His only sup-
porter was Captain Walter Hut-
chings, long-service soldier, long-
distance -~ runner, who kept
Whittle's nose to the grindstone.
And so this young officer, who
is also Army hop, step and jump
champion, and whose name is
now engraved on cups that bear
names like Burghley, Facelli,
Bosman, Abrahams, Maffei and
Paul, will go into Civvy Street
soon wondering what to do for
the best. Has he done right in
deciding to leave the Army and
take up his career? Is it better to
go for the low hurdles or the
long jump? Or both? Meanwhile,
his.- immediate programme is to
take a course at the Lough-
borough Athletic Summer School
- during his release leave, and then
devote himself to cross-country
‘running during the winter.

®ARCHIE QUICK.
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SOLDIER'S COVER

THE KING GIVES THE BATON

HE Field-Marshal's baton seen on SOLDIER'S cover
was Earl Haig's, and was photographed in the Royal

United Services Institution Museum. ;

It is exactly the same as those presented to the Field-
Marshals of World War Two, except for a plate on which
the recipient's name is engraved.

Batons have long been the symbol of command in an Army
in the field. Their origin was probably in the scytale; used by
the Lacedemonians for a crude form of coding: Two batons of
exactly the same dimensions were made. One of them was
given to the commander.of a military expedition and the other
was kept at home. When he wanted to send a secret despatch
back, the general wound a narrow strip of parchment spirally
round his baton and wrote across its edges, the innocent theory
being that only the authorities at home, with the other baton
to wind the parchment on, could read the message.

‘The rank of Field-Marshal, on its present footing, was estab-

SOLDIER

IN FHE.
COMMONS

OLDIER was again the

subject of questioning in

the House of Commons
recently. The following is
quoted from the Official Re-
port of 28 July:

Mr. Boyd-Carpenter asked the
Secretary of State for War wheth-
er a reduction has been effect-
ed in the amount of paper made
available for ‘the publication
SOLDIER issued by his Deparl-
ment, proportionate to the re-
duction imposed by His Majesty’s
Government on daily newspapers.

lished in 1735, though before that there had been such ranks as
Marshal of the Army, Marshal of England and, in the Civil War,
a Field-Marshal-General on the Royalist side and a Brevet
Field-Marshal on the Parliamentary side. Batons seem to have
varied a bit and the Duke of Wellington's baton, which has just
been presented to the Nation, is quite different from the modern
Field-Marshal’'s baton,

For the last hundred years, Messrs, Garrard and Co, Ltd, of
Albemarle Street, who are the Crown Jewellers, have made all
the Field-Marshals'' batons. They are presented to Field-
Marshals as gifts from the King. About 17 inches long, they are
of soft wood covered with crimson velvet studded with 18 gold
lions, At the topis the traditional full figure of St. George and
the Dragon, below which are two chased bands of rose, sham-
rock and thistle. At the bottom are two similar chased bands
and a. flat l%ase recording the gift.

Batons are carried with full dress on State occasions.and the
last time they made a public appearance was at the Coronation
of the present King. Many batons are left by Field-Marshals to
their old regiments, .

Mr. Bellenger: No, Sir.

Mr. Boyd-Carpenter: Is the right
hon. Gentleman aware of the fact
that this publication, is now an
affair of 48 pages; and is it not a
littte unfair that it should he
permitted to use paper on this
scale when the popular Press is
reduced to four pages?

ot LR

Mr, Bellenger: 1 do not think so.
It serves a very useful purpose
At any rate, there is no discrim-
ination between this publication
and other publications of a simi-
lar nature run by private enter-
prise.

The baton is 17 inches
¢ long,carries18 gold lions.

Major Legge-Bourke: Would
the right hon. Gentleman bear in”~

' THE CORPORAL’'S GOSHAWK

sport of kings that has been sadly
neglected of recent years is get-

ting a boost in the British Zone of
Germany. At Munster, soldiers in the
No. 1 Transit and Release Camp have
started the Army's only hawking club.

In "The Eyrie," a quiet yard where the
club has its headquarters, 16 goshawks
and eight falcons are caged and fed with
the care that racehorses get and are
painstakingly trained to.  hunt small
game. The club hopes soon to have an
eagle from the Austrian Tyrol. .

L/Cpl. J. Stafford of Slough, told SOLDIER
that the birds have been collected by -the
members of the club on rambles in the
country round Munster. '

“We have found nests on the peaks of
hills and in tall trees 4and we have had some
pretty high climbs to get suitable young
birds,” he said. “Training them isn't easy.
You spend hours holding them on a gloved
hand and in time they get very attached .to
their owners. Then you give them flight
exercise on a long string and they do prac-

tice kills on dummy rabbits and birds.

While they're training we shoot rabbats,
rats and other vermin to feed the birds, but
when' they're trained they'll supply their
own meals.”

L/Cpl. Stafford has his own goshawk, Grip,
which he hopes to take home to hunt in
England when hé& is released.
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L/Cpl. ). F. Stafford hopes to take his

goshawk, Grip, home with him on release.

mind that there is ho one class of
newspaper which .is more ap-
preciated by men in the Forces
than their local newspaper; and
would he not consider using
some of the paper allocated to
this publication to bring the loc-
al newspapers back to some-
thing more nearly approximating
to their normal size?

Mr. Bellenger: No, 1 do not
think I could do that, because the
allocation of this paper comes
from the Control Commission for
Germany. I would say that this
publication is very greatly ap-
preciated by members of the
Forces.

(from Page 34)

HOW MUCH DO YOU KNOW?

1. (a), (b) and (d). 2. The Tower
Bridge (the moving seclions of the
road bridgye are bascules). 3. Irving
Berlin. 4. (a) Nash; [b) Fraschini;
(c) Romeo; (d) Benz; (e) Suiza,
5. "Italy and Austria. 6. Giraffe.
7. ""The Perils of Pauline.” '8, Von
Papen, Schacht, Fritzsche, 9. Crimi-
nals, 10. “"What's going to ‘win the
three-thirty?* 11. Lord Northcliffe
(Alfred Harmsworth). 12. Black Bess.
13. They all. write plays. (E. P.
Smith is "Edward Percy'’). 14. Stan-
ley Holloway in “"The Way Ahead,”

CROSSWORD

CROSS. 1, Trust. 7. Anchors,
8. Stoep. 10. Recess, 12. Prior.
13. Steal. 15. Appin. 18.. Burst,
19, Acumen, 20. Agile. 21. Aviator.
22. Dated. — DOWN. 2. Rat-trap.
3. Taper. 4. Acres, "5. Noose.
9. Usual. 9. Erotic. 11. Strung, 14,
Absolve. 15, Assay. 16. Panic.
17. Nutty. 18. Beard. !




THERE ARE SIX

FOUR SQUARE

T08AcCcOS
-EACH A BALANCED BLEND
OF VINTAGE LEAF

The tobacco illustrated is Four /Square
Original Mixture—cool to smoke, rich ‘in
flavour, pleasant in aroma. A tobacco in
which the purest Virginia and Oriental
tobaccos are blended by hand in the good
old fashioned way. Ask for ‘ Four-Square

“If you ask me,
shortages hit hardest
at the man

who wants the best”

When you find WHITE HORSE WHISKY
hard to come by, reflect that its fine-liqueur

quality was never finer than it is today.

MAXIMUM PRICES :— Bot. 25/9, }-Bot. 13/6 as fixed by the Scotch Whisky Association

and earn what you are worth by salary
and commission in & healthy and inter-
esting career? Previous experience is
not necessary. You ean gualify -by
spare-time postal study for introductions
to salaried posts. Qur Appointments
Department has filled hundreds
of wvacancies with Attwood-trained
men. Now is the time to prepare for
the coming demand for trained Sales-
men. Send the coupon TO-DAY for
Free Book outlining the opportunities
for you.

Select a PROVED Servico

The Wallace Attwood College offers
you specialised Training and Appoint-
ments Service based on over 25 years’
experience in assisting thousands of
men into successful selling careers. Our
extensive connections with Business
Firms throughout the country is at
your service.

The College is recognised by Business
Firms as the leading Sales Training
organisation in this country. During
the first seven months of 1946, they
placed more than 500 salaried.sales
vacancies with our Appointments De-
partment, for the benefit of Attwood-
trained men.

SALES MANAGEMENT
AND EXPORT

If you already have extensive selling
or export routine experience, why not
qualify as a Sales Manager or Export
Manager by passing the examinations
of the Incorporated Sales:Manager’s
Association or Imstitute of Export?
Send coupon for detamils: Attweod
students bave frequently secured more
successes in the I.8.M.A. examinations
than those from all other schdols
combined.

WHY NOT BE

with the aid of our
ESTABLISHED Appointments Service

A SALESMAN

PROOF of positions secured

“Through your guidance and intro-
duction I have been appointed Sales
Representative to Messrs. .. ....... %
the well-known food producers. The
prospects are excellent.” R.A.

“Because -of what I learned through
my studies I have been successful
with every Sales Manager I have met.
I have not had one refusal. I have been
able to choose the job I desirec ":r
AV.

“¥ secured the position with Messrs.
oW atel b s Ui e p b e All the positions
you have introduced me to have been
reputable firms and carried a good
salary besides commisgion.”” G.W.P.

“This is to confirm my appointment
W IRentlba: o sine e s ik May
I thank you for the introductions that
enabled me to secure the puut.';}

A.

POST THIS COUPON
TO-DAY

Please send free details of: —

(a) Salesmanship
(b) Sales Management
(¢) Export

(Cross out two)
Name

WALLACE ATTWOOD COLLEGE Ltd.

Dept. 112 A, 8, Southampton Row, London, W.C.1
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PlanYour Future in
s Engineering - NVow!

-with the help of this FREE
108-page Guide 40 Careers

One day you’ll be home for good. Perhaps
it doesn’t seem possible now, but you'll be saying
“I' remember. ..” And you’ll remember the good
things — like sudden laughter that warmed you
even in the crackling cold of a Furopean winter.
Will you remember — a little regretfully — the
plans you made for the future? There’il be no
need for regret if you do something ‘now about
that job you've promised yourself.

There are good jobs — especially for far-
' seeing men who have fitted themselves to aecept
the higher-paid engineering posts. We'll be glad to
7 tell you all about it if you send for a free copy of
/' “ENGINEERING OPPORTUNITIES”. This Handbook
/ contains, among other intensely interesting matter,
/ particulars of B,Se., A. M. I. C.E., A.M. I Mech. E.,
AM.LE.E., A.M.LM.L, A.F.R.Ae.S., A.M.LP.E., A. M.
Brit. LR.E., CITY & GUILDS, CIVIL SERVICE, and other
engineering examinations, outlines coursesin all branches
of Civil, Mechanical, Electrical, Automobile, Radio, Tele-
vision, Aeronauticaland Production Engineering, Draughts-
manship, Government Employment, Building & Plastics, Matriculation,
ete., and describes the unique advantages of our Employment Dept.

ENGINEERING OPPORTUNITIES

We definitely guarantee
“NO PASS — NO FEE”

Don’t mark time — use it] We are waiting to send you your
copy.of “ENGINEERING OPPORTUNITIES”, which tells you what
you want to know fo secure the future and describes many opportun-
ities you might otherwise miss, Write immediately and this helpful
book will be sent to you FREE and without obligation.

BRITISH INSTITUTE OF ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY

652, SHAKESPEARE HOUSE, 17—19 STRATFORD PLACE, LONDON, W.1

Nufix—a quality product at a
popular price.
Its base contains vegetable
oil-—a safeguard against
* scalp dryness—also other
beneficial ingredients of
proved value adding lustre
to the hair. Nufix does not
contain Gum, Starch or Soap.
A single application keeps
the hair tidy all day without
hardness or deposit. ;
Unexcelled for Hair Health and
well-groomed appearance.

NUFIX

REGD,

QUALITY DRESSING FOR THE HAIR

WALDEN & CO. (NUFIX) LTD., THE HYDE, LONDON, N.W.9

SUPRLIES ARE LIMITED
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Gunners’
Abrasions . ...

You would be interested in some of the letters
we. receive from Service men and women praising
Germolene. :

mates—just “to show my appreciation of Germolene,
which is so marvellously quick in healing the cuts
and abrasions which one suffers whilst doing
maintenance work on the guns. We are a small
detachment here, and we all club together and buy
a large tin of Germolene between us. It certainly is
an excellent dressing. We have never had any serious
case of blood poisoning, thanks to its rapid healing

* properties. \‘ YOU HAVE SKIN TRO“B\,E
THERE'S Always

eImolne

ASEPTIC OINTMENT
1/4 and 3/3 including Purchase Tax
' SOLD EVERYWHERE (Incl. N.A.A.F.l.)

Here is a_Gunner writing for himself and his

Retief D A IN

Anydne who has taken Phensic .
to rel;égv; pain \gill tell you oo ffom
ﬁi‘éz,ew{; %?Eﬁ’t i, tue %"a?iﬁ; LUMBAGO

! Toigy 1
;Z?mleSS“ t‘:an_stlge ;fearlzf rnéccxft_ri SCIATICA
on hasit-rorming. Asaremey.  NEURITIS
agia, e e NEURALGIA
peadache, backache - POQOTHACHE
Phensic boh betore and INHEUMATIC
il gt b 52 PAINS
while Phensic is relieving your pain you can etc
have the satisfaction of knowing that it is doing °
quite a bit®o get rid of the cause—for by a gentle stimulus on

the kidneys Phensic helps to expel the poisons of painwhich may
be circulating in your blood. Get a supply of Phensic NOW

P —and be ready when you need it.

tainable fromyour N.A.A.F.I.
canteen or any chemist '

The grand tonic
pain-relieving tablet!
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THE ARMY, THE MAN — AND THE WOMAN

O United Kingdom 'soldiers in East Africa Command
during most of the war, Brigadier John Knott was not
juust the Brigadier in charge of Administration: he was
also one of the stars of almost any amateur entertainment put

on for their benefit.

Now this very human Brig-
adier has put his ideas about
the Army on paper. In “The
‘Army and the Man" (Sampson

. Low, 78.6d.), he writes only of

the human side — of pay and
clothes, leaders and .quarters
— and puts forward some
ideas that have already been
generally accepted and others

' that are distinctly original.

‘He believes, for instance, that
there is no need for the modern
Ammy to live in barracks, except
in the case of recruits, if there
fs a “lying-in" picket available
at short notice.

“Initiative and self-reliance. ..
cannot be encouraged or given
stope in a life in which the man,
off duty, is so seldom asked or

even allowed to think for himself,
in_which his bed must be just so,
his light put out at such and such
a time, and his socks and' under-
clothes laid out with the preci-
sion of a pre-war drill squad.”
He wants soldiers put in houses
or flats, with lodgings or hostels
for the bachelors, a mile or two
away from their place of work.

Brigadier Knott dwells at
length on the "folly of imitating
the masculine in designing wo-
men's uniforms™ and suggests
“putting the organisation of the
compulsory service of women in-
to the hands of some non-official
body such as the FANY, where

true esprit- de corps is high and .

achieves much that any amouant
of regimentation and arbitrary
discipline can never do."”

“MONTY” IN PICTURES

HE advantage of an illustrated biography is that it focusses in the
reader's mind pictures that words, however skilful, may not be
able to present quite clearly. For that reason “Montgomery: His Life
in Pictures” (Sagall - Press, 30s) will make an excellent com-
panion volume to Alan Moorhead's biography of the man with two

badges in his beret.
Of especial interest among the
photographs = Victor Musgrave
_ has collected for this book are
those that were taken before
Field-Marshal - Montgomery rose
to eminence. : 3
. Montgomery does not appear
to have been more photographed
than the average in his early
days, but there are just engugh
pictures to pick out some of the
phases in his early career — the
unremarkable two-year-old, the
slightly  supercilious junior
schoolboy, the self-possessed sen-
jor boy, captain of the First XV
and member of the swimming
eight at St. Baul's,
He was known at school, it

ENTER THE DRAGON

appears, as “Monkey" and a sat-
irical article in a school maga-
zine suggests that his methods on
the football field were as forceful
as his methods on the battlefield
in later - years. "He
doughnuts and ‘Meredith Mix-
ture’ and may always be snared
by a ‘fairy-cake’,” says the art-
icle.

* The later pictures form a useful

record of Montgomery's great
days. They picture him in scores
of attitudes and they include such
classics as the Luneburg Healh
surrender pictures and SOLDIER's
now-famous close-up of Mont-
gomery's medal ribbons, reduced
to black and white.

new Army magazine is The Dragon produced by the Army
College {Central Mediterranean), which from No.1 sets out to
help “make the language muscular, alive, and active.”
Says The Dragon: “Most of the contributions in this issue re-
present an attempt at a more effective expression. In the poetry, for
example, form is often subordinated to theme. Such is necessary, for

unfortunately, as a people, we have lost interest in words . .

pess language and journalism lie upon the language like dead
weights. The machine age has dulled our feelings.”
Here is a quotation from one of the poems:

~ vaulted Cathedral spaced out in architectural empliness

gloom shadowed crypts-starring the light of two waxed candles
booming shepherd bell tower soaring marble poise-balanced

broad buttocked high breasted prostitutes mince deliberate stepping |

mouldy stone course on course through man sweat malleted time
teeth scraped melon rind wrinkling in sun gutted gutters.

Last month it was Mr. hunt of the

had us puzzled; puzzler this time is poet G. W. Target.

But the Dragon is not quite like this. For the old-fashioned |

it offers a page of “clerihews’”. Sample:

Johann Strauss

Would never have a dog in the house
He couldn't bear to hach

to a Bach.

lives on,

. Busi- = |

Goose Girl of Gottingen who '

«ARMY RECRUITER”
OUR description in’ “Now it's Army Recruiter”

(SOLDIER, May), is incorrect and if intended as a
~ stimulant to recruiting is liable to have an opposite effect.

One of the figures is des-

‘eribed as “recruiting serjeant”,

the other as “Army recruiter”
when in point of fact they are
both Army recruiters. One
was in peace-time pre-war full
dress, the other in war-time
service dress,

You call them serj-
eants. They are not, and
it is likely that before
joining the Recruiting
Service (not staff) they
both held higher rank.
The correct title of an
ex-WO or serjeant who
joins the Service is
Mister, as he is a
civilian subject to
military 'law.

The difference be-
tween the two types is
as follows:

The recruiting serj-
eant (obsolete nearly 30
years) was a serving
soldier detached from
his regiment for recruit-
ing duties (usually he was un-
wanted by his unit). He had a
ram-rod like appearance, with
moustache, waxed, mark I; he was
devoid of brains and tact, lacked
human feeling but was relentless
and ruthless; he had a sponge for
stomach, a neck of solid- brass
and a stone for a heart.

His plan of campaign was to

dress in full walking-out uniform’

(pre-World War One type) plus
a rosette in his cap of the kind

_presented to the best milk-yield-
.ing cows at cattleshows, and to

haunt the highways coaxing
anything in trousers to take the
King's Shilling.

He believed in getting his man
by any sort of jiggery-pokery,

lies or misrepresentation. In fact,
he did his foul best to ensure his
beer money (recruiting reward).
If by chance he secured a recruit
for the Household Cavalry the
sponge within his cavity would
perform a somersault and present
its dry side uppermost for a Teal
soaking. Is it a wonder that the
present-day recruiter
detests the sound of the
name ‘‘recruiting serj-
eant”'?

The  Army recruiter

made his first appear-
ance after World War
One under the title of
paid pensioner recruiter,
changed about 1934 to
Army recruiter.
. He .is usually a pen-
sioned ex-warrant offi-
cer or serjeant, and he
deals with lads - as
though they were his
own sons, telling them
the truth, hiding nothing
and helping them to sel-
: ect a corps or regi-
ment if they ask him. He gives
them time for reflection, invites
questions and generally puts the
lads at ease. After the enlistment
is completed his interest in the
lads does not die,

I could go on for hours in this
vein but | would ask you to for-
get that the recruiting serjeant
ever existed, For as long as the
term is used the Army will be
looked upon with doubt and dis-
trust. — W. P. Carter (Army Re-
cruiter) 7 Ferguson Street, Halifax,

* SOLDIER agrees that the
old-time recruiting serjeant
often had an unenviable re-
ptitation. But not all of them
merited quite such strong
criticism,

SOLDIER may be ordered individually or in bulk on é- or 12-month sub-
scription: payment by British Po:laIOrd_er. cheque on a UK bank,or BAFSY.
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What suits ONE person—what serves
ONE person—well and truly—will serve
millions. Peoplé find in ‘ASPRO’ a medicine
which answers their needs, which acts quickly,
PA' which is SAFE and which has, not one, but
fifty uses. Good news like ‘this spreads
rapidly—millions all over the world are
proving for themselves the unfailing help and
* effectiveness of *ASPRO’, It ’is an astonishing

—r. demonstration of the power of public opinion
. //4 AND of the effects of ‘ASPRO’ service. Test

the swift helpfulness of ‘ASPRQ’ yourself.
Change-of-season chills are still the order ‘of
3 the day. You'll find that

2 : S \] 4

s\ ASPRO reowees reverisuness
SOOTHES AWAY THE ACHING, SHIVERING SENSATIONS-PROMOTES
A HEALTHY ACTION OF THE SKIN-BR/NGS SWEET SLEEP

Now Enjoys a Good
Night’s Sleep

Dear Sirs, ; " Capetown,

I am taking great pleasure in writing to
thank you for your great service rendered
me through ‘ASPRO’, 1 was told to try
‘ASPRO’ for my headaches and sleepless-
ness, from which I have been suffering for a
very long period. After trylng ‘ASPRO’ I
am glad to say that I feel much better, and
.can say now that I enjoy a good night's
sleep. I can recomrhend ‘XSPRO'to anyone
seeking a real and genuine remedy for the
above,

Thanking you again, sir, for your excel-
lent production.
Y \ I remain, yours faithfully,
PRO : J.du'T.

From N.A.A.F.l. CANTEENS
& CHEMISTS EVERYWHERE

Made by-ASPRO LIMITED, Slough, Bucks

WRITE DIRECT or -AIRMAIL
FOR FATHERLY ADVICE_FREE

LEARN TO EARN

. Leave the overcrowded ranks of the poorly paid —
let The Bennett College help you to the top where
there is always plenty of room for the well-trained.
Just choose your career or let us advise you. The
Bennett College with iis proud tradition of
friendly personal tuition and its long re-
cord of trinmphs, is the most progressive,
most s ful Correspondence College in
the World. We teach nearly all the Trades
and Professions by post all over the Globe.
§ DISTANCE MAKES NO DIFFERENCE
ND WE BT SEE YOU THROU GH

K CHOOSE YOUR € AREER .
.

Accountancy Exams.

Advertising and Sales
Management

Draughtsmanship, All
Branches
|Engineering, All

Radio Service Engineering
Radio (Short-Wave)
Road Making and Main-

Agriculture } Branches, Subjects and’| fenance
A.M.|.Fire E.Examinations | Examinuiions_ Salesmanship. 1.5S.M.A.
Applied Mechanics | General Education Sanitation

Auctioneers and Esfate | G-P-O. Eng. Dept. | School Attendance Officer

Agents | Heating and -Ventilating | Secretarial Examinations
Aviation (Engineering and | Institute of Housing | Sheet Metal Work *

Wireless) ]ournuhsrl:l. Lungl.lauges_ | Shipbuilding
A e

J ort Story ritin

:Iugk P':”“S-_ Boilers Mining. All subjects | Social Welfare 3

ook-keeping, Account- Mmm_g. Electrical Engin- | Speaking in Public

ancy and Modern Bus- eering | Structural Engineering

iness Methods
B.Sc. Eng.
Builders" Quantities *
Byilding, Architecture, and
Clerk of Works
Cambridge Senior School
Certificate
Carpentry & Joinery

Motor Engineering | Surveying

Municipal and County En- | Teachers of Handicrafts
gineers Telecommunications

Naval Architecture | (City and Guilds)

Novel Writing ’ | Television

Plastics. Play Writing | Transport Inst, Exams.

Plumbing Viewers, Gaugers, Inspec-

Police Special Course | tors

Chemistry Pteceptors, College of Weights and Measures
Civil Engineering | Press Tool Work | Inspectors

Civil Service : | Production Engineering Welding

All Commercial Subject | Pumps and Pumping | Wireless Telegraphy and
Commercial Art | Machinery | _Telephony

Common Prelim, E.J.E.B. | Quantity Surveying ‘ Works Managers

Concrete and Structural Inst. of Quantity
Engineering Surveyors Exams. ‘

If you do not see your own regquirements aboee, wrile to us on ey subject .
Fullt particulars [ree.

Dept. 148, THE BENNETT COLLEGE, SHEFFIELD, ENGLAND

" quite
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LETTERS

IRATE GUNNER

Now. that the national news-
papers are printing pictures of
Ack-Ack girls - again must we
suffer once more the inaccuracies
which disfigured all press cap-
tions in war-time ? Already one
paper has described a girl look-
ing at a portion of a 3.7 as
‘““learning the predictor.” During
the war every blonde gazing intos
an identification telescope was
“studying radiolocation.” Girls
working on height-finders were
always ‘‘'working predictors,” and
vice versa. Even the official
history “*Roof Over Britain’’ des-
cribed = heights being obtained
from the identification telescope.
There are tens of thousands of
gunners and ex-gunners who
wince whenever they see ‘“howl-
ers’ like these. — Sjt. M., Tur-
ner, ex-HAA,

NEW HOSPITAL BLUES

Couldn’t something be 'done about

Hospital  Blues? Many walking-out
patients prefer to remain indoors rather
than be seen out in such a rig-out.
Unsuspedting civiliansin Germany think
we are either military prisoners™ on
parole, comedians fromi an entertain-
ments unit or marines from the Swiss
Navy. — E. J. Hales, 94 General
Hospital.
w A mew hospital suil has been
designed, of a much darker blue, and
made from a good serge material. With
il are worn a pale blue shivl and a
black tie. Existing stocks of hospital
blues must be used wp first:

INSURING KIT

The Military: Forwarding Office «will
not take any responsibility for loss or
damage and will not insure kit. This_is
unreasonable,  particularly in
(like Japan) where no other
facilities for despatching kit exist. 1f I
lost sorfie personal kit in this way, could
I take dction through a lawyer? —
Capt. G. H. Dempsey, HQ 268 Ind
Ini Bde, Japan.

W .Baggage sent through MEO is
sent at owner's visk; no charge ismade
for 1 and as loss in transit 15 a noymal

wisk in civilian life, and an Insurable

visk, there is no compensation from
Army funds. There is an insurance
scheme detailed in ACT 54 of 1945,
private insurance fivms will also tssue
policies.

TAILOR’S '
BADGE
I am a tailor in
the Army. Can you

help me to get a tail-
or's trade badge? —
Pte. P. A. Brown,
6 Bn. RAOC.

% 7o caler for the
many tradesmen who
wanted a badge dur~
ing the last war three
trade badges were in-
troduced—Class A, B
and C. A qualified
tailoy gets a Class C
badge, a Roman “C"
surrounded by a lau-
vel wreath. Ask your
QM. for one.

NEWS REELS

The AKC have greatly improved the
variety of films shown in BAOR but
must we have their special news reel ?
It is neither interesting nor educational,
and the short musical seené at the end

is embarrassingly futile. .
Is it not possible to have home news
reels. again? — Bdr. M.O.G.M.

(Name and address supplied).

% AKC say that to be of any use
home commercial news reels must be
screened within two weeks. Also, owing
to shortages of wmatevial sufficient
footage was not available from the trade
and awn allernative had to be sought—
the AKC News Parade, which in-
cludes items of gemeval but not ever-
night interest. This measure was laken
to combal complaints that Rhine Army
received old news reels. However, the
wmatter 1s undey veview and every effort
will be made lo provide up-to-datereels.

HUSBANDS GO FIRST.

Jefore the war it was the practice for
a man on posting overseas to be in- |
formed exactly where he was going. If
he was married, "his wife and family
would accompany him.

The need for secrecy has passed but

the rules remain in force. A man fis
merely told that he is posted to MELF,
ALFSEA and se on. Such vagueness
causes unnecessary hardship to the
married man who is usually a regular
soldier, and it is on this man that the
Army largely depends. — ASM. Stil-
well, REME, HQ Schleswig Hol-
stein. :
% The pre-war vule of posting men
to specific units, abroad was possible
because .requivements were cleavly
defined and on a small scale. Because
of ‘wide war-time commilments men
had o be posted to the HQ's of Over-
seas Commands for disposal, and it
is mot vet practical to change this
ruling.

Until theve is enough wmarried
accommodation  families cannot go
overseas at the same time as the hus-
bands. Genervally, the husband has to
go fivst, apply for passage, under
ACI 375 of 1046 and await his turn
fer accommodation.

JOB IN ANTARCTIC

Please give me details of service with

the Falkland Islands Dependencies
Survey in the Antarctic. — Corporal,
BAOR.

% Writeto Mr. C. J. Barton, CMG,
Room 128, Colowtal Office, Downing
Street, London, and give him, all ve-
levant details aboul yourself.

STAMPS

In May you publi-
shed an article on the
Antarctic - with two

* splendid illustrations
of postage stamps of
the Falkland Islands
Dependencies. Could
we E'IE,{V(‘, some more ar-
ticles similarly illu-
strated for the benefit
of Service philatelists,
withinteresting stamps
of a Service character.
—WOII R. B. Tay-
lor, 121 (Brunswick)
Brit. Mil. Hospital.

w% A colowr bage
. of "'soldier” stamps
was  published- in
SOLDIER last Nov-
ember.
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RIFLE LESSON

In our first rifle lesson the question
| arose: why is there a small hole in the
| bottom of the magazine of a Mk. 4
Y rifle and why is the staple there? —
. L/Cpl. W. Riley, 565 Field Sqdn RE.

% The small hole 1s for draining
' off any moisture in the magazine, and

the staple is for securing the canvas
- which covers the breech.

WHEN IT RAINS

I read with interest your article on
the new uniform soon to be an issue.
Sounds wonderful, but what do we wear
when it rains? Do we stagger along in
a large overcoat or wrap- our long-
suffering bodies in the issue ground-

.sheet that is a eross between a bell tent
and a pram cover ? We neced a light
mncoat — BOMS. W. MnGladdery,
8jt. R. Lewis, 50 RHU.
% The issue of a light vaincoat for
 walking-out 1s not contemplated. Under
tonstderation is an operational waler-
proof, designed for use as a mack-
wnlosh, ground sheet and gas-cape. It
tsevolved from the Poncho( SOLDIER,
10 Nov. 1945 ).

“SHORT AND DUMPY"”

§jt. Richardson, who wrote the letter
“Girls in Uniform” (SOLDIER, July)
is hardly in a position to discuss female

- dress. If, as he f-‘a)s, so many ATS are
“short and dumpy”’, does he not realise
that a short and dump_v person could
not fail to look anything else in the
miform with which we are issned? It
‘s¢ems to me that, rather than have 'a
uniform designed on a smarter and more
flattering line, he would have us diet
accordingly. I consider his remark about
ATS stuffing themselves with fattening
food both foolish and pointless, not to
say vulgar. I might add, for Sijt.
Richardson’s information, I am neither
short nor dumpy. — Margarette
Smethurst, ATS Signals, Hamburg.

GIRLS IN WHITE

In “Goodbye to Brussels’? (SOLDIER:
July) you refer to the closing of Victory
House. §

You' say thank you to the Girls Iin

Blue but omit the fact that a great deal
of work was done in the cleaning of
soldiers’ billets and making of beds by
the Girls in White. Is it' possible to
express your appreciation to the Girls
in, White of Victory House? — Lily
Buleke and friends, Brussels.
Y SOLDIER, smitten with shame,
gladly says thank you on behalf of
British troops to the admirable Givls
in White.

ROYAL PICTURES

Where can I obtain three sets of
pictures of the Royal Family for the
three messes of this unit? — Sgt. F.
Thomson, RAOC, 854 Amn. Depot.
% Writeto NAAFI HQ., Imperial
Court, Kenmington, London SE rr.
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ANYONE KNOW?

Is it a fact that there are three
Scottish, Regiments which are not
obliged to stand up when the National
Anthem is being played, because they
once fought against the King? — Pte.
C. Rowley, 4 Trg. Bde.

% We know of vegiments that do not
drink the King's Health, but not of
regiments which sit through the Anthem.

In my collection of signs worn by the
Allied Armies I have one that I cannot
identify.

It is a cornflower set” upon a khaki
background. The flower is blue and the
bud and stem green. I obtained it in
1942, S0 it is not a new sign. — Officer
Cadet A,J. Mackay-Paxton, Sand-
hurst.

% We cannot trace this one. It 1s
doubtful whether anyone has a com-
plete collection of Awmy signs. So
many formations weve born and chang-

. ed during the war that some. signs .

lasted only a matter of weeks. “Heral-
dry tn War” (Gale and Polden) con-
tains a comprehensive catalogue of
Avmy signs.

PALACE GUARD

Has an Infantry regiment ever taken

-over guard duties at Buckingham Palace
Brigade of Guards? - -

from the
R. F. Eaton, Home Farm, Norley,
Cheshire, /

% Before the war.an Infantry vegi-
ment relieved the Guards of their
London dulies each summer to allow
them to undevgo field trainming. A dif-
ferent vegiment did the spell each
year,

NO MEDALS

I am often asked by soldiers of World

War One why they received no medals
despite service-before the Armistice. I
suggest the answer is that no medals
were issued to men who did not go
overseas. Am I right? — Major R. J.
Ottaway-Wilson, COD Longtown,
Carlisle.

W Quate vight,

'MENTIONS -~

In March you said that ‘“‘mehtions”
won between the wars are to be accom
panied by the award of the oak leaf
emblem. I cannot trace this in any ACI.
— CSM. F. Hammond, Swindon.
% See page seven of White Paper
7035 of February, 1947. An Army
Ovrder on the subject is being tssued
shortly.

ARMY HONEYMOON

I am to marry a German girl on my
next privilege leave. Can we spend our
honeymoon at a BAOR LeaveCentre ?—
Dvr. G. Davis, 29 General Hospital.

¥ Yes. You should book accommo-
dation divect with the centre you choose.

TO CZECHOSLOVAKIA

Is the leave scheme to Czechoslovakia
(SOLDIER, June) available to Ser-
vicemen in Home Commands ? *— Pte.
Bliss, Watford, Herts.

% No. You can go at your own ex-
pense providing you can veturn within
the period of your authorised leave.

(More Letters on
Page 46)

And men in B.A.O.R,
are luckier than most
fellows because sup-
plies of Brylcreem for
B.A.O.R. are still gett-
ing priority through

N.AAFIL, YMCA,
etc, But even this
concession cannot ¢

satisfy the demand for
Brylcreem so, when
you “get a bottle,
please use it sparingly

Counly Perfumery Co., Ltd.. Honeypof Lane, Sl_aa;mar-, Middlesex

- contains the

(131PF)

HOW TO GET A

CLEAR HEALTHY SKIN

IN A FEW DAYS

New discovery of Science

HEMISTS have perfected a

new kind of skin balm called
Valderma. It gives quick
results in healing spots, rashes,
Eczema, boils and other skin
troubles. Hospital “tested —
Skin Specialists recommend
it. White, creamy, non-greasy,
pleasant to use, Valderma alone
wonder anti-
septic POLYCIDIN which
makes it deadly to the
germs that cause most skin
infections.

TRY VALDERMA to-day
for your skin trouble. It
soothes and heals quickly.
Irritation and itching go.
Poisons filter away.  Skin mm%s;. A AR SN
becomes clear and healthy :
often in only 8 fow days. At 'DOUBLE-ANTISEPTIC
chemists, 2/-~. Double size
e 2% | Vialderma
you money. THE Won-qf-eMy BALM
PAGE 45
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Valderma is white and non-
greasy. Because it is non-stain-
ing and invisible op the skin, it
can be applied anywhere, at
any time.

To the Medical Profession. We shall
be glad to send any doctor particu-
lars of bacteriological and clinical
testsmadeon Valderma. Dae Health
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more LETTERS

ARMY SCHOOLS

1 intend signing on for 22 years and
1 hope my wife, who is with me now,
will be able to join me in other overseas
stations. We have a son, aged nearly
seven, and we would like him to attend
one of the Army schools in Britain as
we want him to have a good education.
Can you advise meé about these schools ?
— 8jt. H. J. Scott, 7th. Armoured
Division, Signal Regiment, BAOR.
Y The Duke of York's Royal Mil-
ilary School, Guston, Dover, and the
Queen  Vicloria School, Dunblane,
Scotland, ave the only two boarding
schools administered by the Way
Office. The Duke of York's gives free
education, clothing and accommoda-
tion to the sows of NCO's and men.
Boys can be registeved between eight
and 11 and admitted between nine and
12, Preference is given to orphans or
to boys with one parent. Particulars
can be obtained from the
school  secretary. The
Queen Victoria School
gives stmilar sevvice fo
the -sons of Scolsmen,
Many civil schools also
help childven of soldiers..
Your Education Officer
may have particulars.

STEP-CHILD

A friend wishes to marry
a’German who has a child,
but we have heard that the
child cannot be taken to
England untila year after-
wards. Who looks after it
in the meantime? — Gin. E/Wright,
144 Rundown Vehicle Park, BAOR.

| P
INDIGESTION

-not us/

“Laughter,” said a celebrated Doctor of the eighteenth century,
“is one of the greatest helps to digestion.”. Another renowned
physician, Dr. Jenner of Vaccination fame, discovered the
corrective for Indigestion known as "Dr. Jenner’s Absorbent
Lozenges’. This time-proved specific quickly relieves Digestive
Disturbances by neutralizing. the pain-causing gases and
excess -«acid. Prices 1/5 and 3/4!/, from Chemists or’
send a . postcard for Free Sample in Pocket Case to

Savory & Moore Ltd., (Dept. P. B.)
143, NewBond Street, London, W. 1

Y You- have been misinformed. A
young child can go with the step-
father but unlike the mother does not
take on British nationality.

TAKING A TROUSSEAU

There is controversy in BAOR over
‘what a soldier is allowed to bring back
from Britain. Please give me the present

bring a wedding trousseau back with
me for my German fiancée, — Rin.
H. Foote, Rifle Brigade.

&  Restrictions on export ave num-
evous, espectaily on clothing and food.
You should write for advice to the Ex-
port Licensing Dept., Boayd of Trade,
Stafford House, King William St.
London EC j, giving them. a list of
what you intend taking back.

ruling over clothing, as I am hoping to"

SENDING MONEY

1 wish to send my fiancée in Britain

some money from my credits. Can you
teil me which Army Form I meed and
where I get it? — Rin. Musgrave,
1 KRRC, CMF.
* Ask your ovderly voom for Army .
Form 1727A. This is a remitlance form
authorising payment from yowr credits
o anyone you nominate on il. The form
then goes to your Regimental Paymaster
who sends a postal draft lo the person
nominated.

AGRICULTURAL LEAVE

I am a regular soldier. Previously I
worked on a farm. Can I be released
from the Army to work in agriculture ?
If not, can I get agricultural leave? —
Cpl. R. Leeson, RASC 4 Trg. Bde.

% No. A regular soldier cannot ge
a Class B release for agriculture. Bu

” " .
as you ave an agricultural worker you
can get agricultural leave. ACI 536
of 1947 gives details. The farmer who
wants you oblains a certificate from
the local War Agricultural Evecutive '
Commilttee stating that you ave essen-
tial for the work in hand. This certif-
icate he sends (in your case) to GHQ,
2nd. Echelon, BAOR,

EMPTY COCKPITS

The 84 Group Gliding Club, Germany,
is not running to full capacity. It is
open to all ranks of the RAF, Army and
CCG, tomembers or non members. Flying
instruction is given daily or on weekly
or fortnightly courses and accommo-
dation, including flying, costs 8s a day
for officers and 5s 3d for men. — F/L.
J. Muhlyol, Secretary, 84 Group
Gliding Club, Salzgitter /Harz,
BAFO.




Get into the habit of mas-
saging your muscles with
Elliman’s Embrocation. It will
keep you always “‘at the top
of your form” and maintain
your_ muscles in such splendid
tone that you will have
remarkable

ALL ATHLETES

LIMANS

The Champion
Embrocation
of Champions

FREEDOM FROM

STIFFNESS, SORENESS

" . TIRED MUSCLES
FATIGUE

AT

7N

END DRY SCALP

Take a look at these two pictures!
See. what an unruly mess Dry
Scalp can make of your hair. It
takes out all the life and gloss, and
makes it hard to comb. It won’t
stay in place. Bits of loose dandruff
show, mostly at the parting. And,
even worse, there’s dandruff on
your tunic.

—and see
the difference!

Now see the difference when you
end Dry Scalp with ‘Vaseline’
Brand Hair Tonic. The hair has a.
natural, healthy gloss. It’s easy to
comb and looks well dressed. And
dandruff disappears. Gently mas-
sage with ‘Vaseline’ Hair Tonic
every morning, and remember that
a little goes a long way.

~Vaseline-- HAir ToNIC

The Dressing that Ends Dry Scalp

ASK FOR IT AT YOUR NAAFI—2/7} A BOTTLE

Chesebrough Manufacturing Co, Ltd.

The Forces Own Bookshop

The Services Central Book Depot is concerned solely with thersupply of literature o members
of the services at home and overseas, and is therefore able to offer an unparalleled service to suit

all tastes.

Given below are details of some of the facilities available. If you require forther information

do not hesitate to write to us.
BOOKS p

Units, Formations, etc., either at home or overseas, may purchase books in
any quantities at a discount of 7} %,. All orders despatched carriage or postage
free to any part of the world. Alltypes of books are available and thousands
of populartitles always kept in stock. Copies of our latest catalogue supplied
on request. :

Individual members of the Forces may order books direct but no discount is
permissible on such orders.

Special parcels of 30—35 cloth-bound books in two different standard selec-
tions, which are changed every few months, supplied at {5 per parcel. Two
different selections of 50 paper-covered books available at a cost of £1. 15. 0.
each, containing a balanced assortment of straight fiction, thrillers, westerns,
non-fiction, etc. A larger parcel, containing 140 different titles costs £4. 18. 0.
Prices of special parcels include the discownt.

MAGAZINES

Units and individual members of the Services, in overseas commands only,
may obtain any magazines or periodicals direct from the depot.

SERVICES CENTRAL BOOK DEPOT

| (W. H. SMITH & SON, Ltd.) |
9-13 KEAN STREET, LONDON, W.C.2

Telegrams: Bookstalls, Estrand, London

Telephone: HOLborn 4343

The most convenient way to ensure a supply of popular magazines and periodi-
cals to units and messes, etc., is by ordering our standard selection comprising

the undermentioned titles.
Weekly

IHlust. London News
Tatler
Picture Post
Punch
Nlustrated
Everybody's ]
Amateur Photographer
Leader

The weekly publications are despaiched in one parcel every Friday and

Fortnightly
Picturegoer

Monthly
Lilliput
Men Only
London Opinion
Reader's Digest
World Digest
Strand Magazine

PICTUREGOER is included every other Friday. The monthly magazines are
supplied as published. Subscriptions, as follows, should be sent with orders —
3 months (12.issues) £4.10.0; 6 months (24 issues) £9.0.0; 12 months (48 issues)
£18.0.0.

Apart from standard selections described above, units and individuals may
take out subscriptions for any particular publication. Subscription lists supplied
on request.

B-A-O-R
Members of H.M. Forces serving
with B.A.O.R. are reminded that
magozines and periodicals can
be purchased froni all Malcolm
Clubs and most C.V.W.W.
centres conirolled by :—

Y.M.C.A. Toc H
Salvation Army

Church of Scotland
Catholic Womens League
Church Army
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If Susan Shaw
Strikes you as the nicest girl you ever saw
- You might like to thank

SOLDIER, the British Army Magazine, is produced by the War Office (AWS 3), aud printed and published in Germany by No.1 British Army Newspaper Unit, BAOR
All articles, photographs and drawings, and requests to reproduce features should be addressed to the Editor, SOLDIER, AWS 3 The War Office, 60 Eaton Square, London SW 1.
For subscription details see Order Form inside,
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