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The new Golf.

Value added. Taxdeducted.

The Golfis one of the most successful cars of all time. gone we'll look after you with the world's finest service.

Where the Golf leaves off, the new Golf begins. It's For more information call us on 01-486 8411 or clip
roomierinside —it has better legroom, headroom and elbow the coupon.
room as well as 30% more luggage space.
Aerodynamically, it's the most efficient carin its class. That
means better economy and performance —and a larger, 12
gallon fuel tank means fewer stops at the garage. Increased
travel on the front and rear suspension produces an even
smoother ride and a completely new heating and
ventilation system makes this Golf a superbly comfortable
car fo drive whether you're out on the motorway or nipping
around town. [

If you're a member of the British Forces with an
overseas posting, or a NATO serviceman, you can buy a
new Golf tax free which will save you hundreds of pounds. Address

We've special forces pricing and we can arrange
finance to help you save even more. From the moment you
make your choice, one of our Export Sales consultants will Unit/Regt.
personally take care of all the ins and outs of document-

afion, customs, registration, insurance —even shipping. %
And make sure the model you take is right for where Military Tel. No. Ex. I

Personal Export Sales, i
V.A.G (United Kingdom) Limited,

Audi Volkswagen Concessionaires,

95Baker Street, London WIM 1FB.

Name

Rank

you're going. All cars are =

available with either left or \ A s et

right-hand drive. We can 1 ) . pprox. Delivery Date
//

supply most models from

stock and even when you've | am Interested in

Personal Export Sales

\-------
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G.D.Golding

Tailors Ltd.

G.D. Golding

[TAiLOARS] LTD

£/he Muuary, Eladas

f -f)(f/ilmq d L .)it'n?y
and (tffﬂf/i(m ](;i/rr?.;‘

Officers and Senior NCO’s uniforms
made to measure
Approved and Appointed Tailors to the :

Household Cavalry, 7th Gurkha Rifles, Royal
Artillery, DERR, RAPC, RAMC, RADC,

The Royal Corps of Signals and the SASC.

Exclusively cut and tailored in
our own workrooms by experienced
craftsmen, under the personal
supervision of Mr. Golding.

We offer top quality service using the
finest Barathea and Superfine materials,
with competitive prices and credit.
Our special fast service is available at no
extra charge.

We can also supply:

Military ties, Blazer badges, Badges of
rank, Marcella shirts, Miniature medals:
Sam Browne belts, Spurs, George boots,
Wellington boots and Viyella khaki shirts.
Full-sized medals remounted
Service Dress Hats, Side Hats and Blues
Hats supplied.

Our Sales Director will call at your request.
Ring 0727 41321 or write for details to
220 Hatfield Road. St Albans. Herts

RAEC,REME, RAOC, APTC, Royal Engineers,

Windproof
Smocks < SAS Bergans

¥¢ Arctic Windproof Smocks
v DPM Para Smocks v Hi Leg Combat Boots
¥ Britain’s Leading Military Clothing

Specialists

SEND SAE., OR INT. POSTAL COUPON FOR EXTENSIVE LIST
TO:- MISS J.D. NICHOLLS, MAIL ORDER DEPT. "HENRY DU BORA".
20 WELLINGTON ST., ALDERSHOT,

HANTS. GU11 1DZ, UK.
TELEPHONE ALDERSHOT 22668

~ SWEATERS

Direct from the mill. Also Sweatshirts, Tracksuits.
Minimum order only 8 for many standard
designs, just 24 for your own badge.
Write NOW for FREE colour leaflet and cuttings —
fo: Andy Hamnett, SYMBOL SWEATERS,
| Burnawn Factory, GALSTON, Ayrshire KA4 8HF.

Tel. 0563 820213.

Please mention ‘Soldier’ when replying.

PERRYS BFG

Putting the force in forces export

Very special-Very quick-Very few

RS TURBO £5950 RS TURBO CUSTOM £6250
Tax free,complete to BFG specifications as usual.

PART EXCHANGE . LOW COST FINANCE, AND THE BEST IN PERSONAL SERVICE
WELL MAINTAINED XR3.XR2.CAPRI.GTI.GTE and RS MODELS ESPECIALLY SOUGHT
ORDER NOW- NEXT MONTH MAY BE TOO LATE
Perrys BFG Export Division
51/55 High Street Edgware London
To call from Germany.00 44 1951 0066.Tx.261889

o call from UK. 01-951 0066
@
MAIN DEALER

The garage you'd recommend to a friend
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“Inever dreamt Wimpey would give me £ 500 off a new home?

_—_—-——--_—-——-—_1

As a member of the armed forces

: g nd to: Wimpey Homes, Dept. SOL 2/85 reepost London 1l

you get £500 off any Wimp' y home. : We 78R (Mo i P PR call 01846 2000. |
And remember every Y impey home ; I
comes with fitted carpets and curtains Areasof Interest __ IV
and a fully equipped kitclien including Name 1
fridge, washing machine, oven and hob. I Address __ e 2 -1
And that little lot could save you | - : i

i

i

. |

another £80 a month on the ‘never, i Telephone
never. You're more than welcome at

| DL e o
Wimpey anytime. L ELE“_ S AR _W_EI.EO_Mil'E!E_ -

One discount per new Wimpey home purchase on wholly owned Wimpey developments,
except at Lhcresﬁam.- Park and the Spinney Lancashire

Bedfordshire. Berkshire. Buckinghamsl
ent. Lancashire, Leicestershire. Mersey
Aberdeenshire, Ayrshire, Border D

tlordshure, Humber side
Worcestershire, Yorkshire
worgan, West Glamor gan




WHAT A
FAREWELL

IT WAS an occasion when 65-
year-old Mr Bill Ball was happy to
take it all sitting down ... in the
window of a town centre furniture
shop at Aldershot.

Bill, a steward at the Royal Army
Dental Corp’s HQ and Training
Regiment for 18 years, is shortly
retiring as chief steward.

A collection was organised with
letters sent worldwide — 210 of
them, in fact — with the result
that all recipients replied contain-
ing money orders, cheques and
postal orders to the tune of more
than £1,000.

Bill had no doubts how he would
spend the money. He opted for a
three-piece suite from Coomb’s of
Grosvenor Road, Aldershot.

The management invited him
to try out one of the chairs for size.
With Bill was regimental RSM
Mike Reynolds. Then it happened,
with military precision, at high
noon.

Up to a score of lurking figures
in neighouring shop windows and
doorways converged on Coomb’s
main window as Bill eased himself
into the cushioned contours of a

MEET THE LARGEST GUNNER REGIMENT

WHAT’S IN a name? 32 Guided
Weapons Regiment, Royal Artil-
lery, has just changed its name at
Larkhill to 94 Locating Regiment,
Royal Artillery. The occasion was
due to be marked as SOLDIER
went to press by a 425-strong
officers and men parade and a

drive-past of some of the unit’s
equipment.

The name change also means
that the new unit now becomes
the largest regiment in the RA and
one of the largest in the Army.

During the ceremony the Blow-
pipe Battery (43 Air Defence

Some in the inside of the secret — some on the outside looking in!
Centre of attraction Bill Ball is obviously delighted

particular chair. SOLDIER lens-
man, Doug Pratt, was on hand
too.

As 20 pairs of twinkling, smiling

calendars and T-shirts.

*See page 13.

Hants GU11 2DU.

World War II'.*

in UK only).

TWO FREE COPIES
AND a book worth £11.95*

when vou take out an
annual subscription

Having your own personal copy of SOLDIER posted to vou
direct every fortnight keeps vou in touch with what the British
Army is doing all over the world. News, sport, features,
competitions — you'll find them all in SOLDIER. And having
your own copy means you can advertise in our Collectors
Corner or classified ad columns, enter SOLDIER competitions
and obtain special discounts on SOLDIER reader services like

Don’t just read someone else’s SOLDIER.
Make sure of your own!

_—————-——_——_————l——-

To: The Distribution Manager, SOLDIER, Ordnance Road, Aldershot,

I wish to take out an annual subscription (25 issues) to SOLDIER.
Please send my free copy of ‘British and American Tanks of

1 enclose UK cheque/UK postal order made payable to
Command Cashier, UKLF, for £15.55 in payment for my annual
subscription and free book (offer available to new subscribers

I would like the magazine delivered to the following address:

eyes watched his window model-
ling debur, Bill, ex-1/5 Welch
Regiment quietly remarked: “Life

Corporal Andrew Walker, 30, of
the 1st Battalion, The Royal Scots,
has been remanded in custody
charged with the murder of two
soldiers and a retired Army officer
and with robbery of a £19,000
payroll.

Walker has been charged with
the shooting of Major David
Cunningham, 56, formerly of The
Royal Pioneer Corps, Staff
Sergeant Terence Hosker, 39, of
The Royal Army Pay Corps and
Private John Thomson, 25, of the
1st Batralion, The King’s Own
Scottish Borderers.

The alleged offences took part
in the Pentland Hills, near
Penicuik.

INQUIRY

THE MINISTRY of Defence has
confirmed there will be a joint
Army/Police inquiry into the
circumstances surrounding the
death of Staff Sergeant Raymond
Abbots, 33, a single man, who died
as the result of a gunshot wound
received during training at the SAS
HQ in Hereford.

An inquest has been'opened and
adjourned until 11 April.

Battery) left the parade square in
preparation for its move to
Thorney Island where it will cease
to be part of the regiment. The
untitled mortar locating battery
will inherit the identity of 73
(Sphinx) Mortar Locating Battery
taken from a unit which has been
serving in BAOR.

32 Guided Weapons Regiment
was stationed at Bulford for 12
years and moved to its Roberts/
Horne Barracks home in Larkhill
last October.

The regiment has a variety of
operational roles including support
for BAOR, the United Kingdom
Mobile Force (UKMF) and the
Allied Command Europe (ACE)
Mobile Force.

Elements of HQ Battery and 5
Field Battery provide the British
artillery contingent to the ACE
Mobile Force which deploys to
the NATO flanks in Norway,
Denmark, Turkey and Greece.

The larger part of these batteries
have already deployed to Norway
on Exercise Hardfall.

Final shot: The original 94
Locating Regiment and 73
(Sphinx) Mortar Locating Battery
will cease to exist in BAOR, the
former title having been held by a
unit in Celle since 1956.

Dukes on
the move
MEN OF the Duke of Welling-
ton’s Regiment have swapped the
delights of the Rock for the rigours
of the Plain. For the 1st Battalion
has just returned from Gibraltar

to take up residence at Bulford.

Meanwhile, the 3rd Barttalion,
The Light Infantry, has moved
from Tidworth to become the
resident battalion in Northern
Ireland.

Another unit on the move last
month was 16 Field Ambulance
— they support lst Infantry
Brigade based at Tidworth — who
have moved down.to Wiltshire
from Aldershot. But they have left
behind their parachute element in
Aldershot where they will become
an independent unit.

SIR REX TO
RETIRE

SIR REX HUNT, Governor of
the Falklands, whose name rose to
prominence during the Falklands

campaign nearly three years agois.

to retire in September. He is the
islands’ Civil Commissioner, and
a familiar face to thousands of
servicemen.

Sir Rex, who is 58, has spent
over five years in the Falklands.
His successor has been named as
Mr Gordon Jewkes, 53, British
Consul-General in Chicago.
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ANGLIANS
GET RARE
MAXIM

AFTER rusting in a Suffolk village
churchyard for over half a century
and then gathering dust in a village
shed, a captured World War 1
German machine gun has been
restored and presented to the
Army.

The gun, a Maxim, was dis-
played on the war memorial at
Theberton, near Saxmundham
after the war.

Many towns and villages which
had connections with particularly
gallant soldiers were given
examples of captured enemy
equipment; in Theberton’s case,
the link was Lieutenant Colonel
Charles Doughty-Wylie, who was
killed at Gallipoli and post-
humously awarded the Victoria
Cross.

In 1976 the gun was removed in
a very rusty condition and kept in
a local shed, but last year it was
decided at a public meeting that

the gun should be given to the

local regiment, now lst Battalion
(Norfolk, Suffolk and Cambridge-
shire) The Royal Anglian Regi-
ment.

The gun has been restored by
Mr Richard Ashley of Pakenham,
Bury St Edmunds — a Territorjal
Army staff sergeant and armourer
to the Royal Anglian Regiment’s 6
(Volunteer) Battalion — and was
officially handed over at the
battalion’s TA headquarters in
Bury St Edmunds.

Making the presentation was Mr
Richard White, chairman of
Theberton Parish Council, and Mr
Charles Johnson, a veteran of the
former Suffolk Regiment.

‘Receiving it on behalf of st
Battalion — which is at present in
Northern Ireland — was Regi-
mental Sergeant Major Paul
Ludbrook and Regimental
Quartermaster Sergeant Brian
Bear,

Bid to save
constable

MEN of his old regiment — 150
of them — rallied round in the
life-saving blood transfusion efforts
for PC George Hammond, for-
merly of the Coldstream Guards
from 1955-64, who was stabbed in
the stomach during a Dulwich,
London, sweet shop robbery.

PC Hammond, had several
transfusions in the round-the-clock
bids to save his life. Among those
on stand-by to give their blood
were 150 Coldstream Guardsmen.

During his service, PC Ham-
mond served four years with the
first battalion and five years with
the second battalion. As SOLDIER
went to press PC Hammond was
still critically ill.

Plans to preserve Gibraltar’s
remarkable wealth of buildings and
military fortifications of historical
and architectural merit are being
laid in London this month with

the opening of the Gibraltar
Heritage Conference, 26 February.

The excitement which the Rock’s
many superb old buildings arouse,
individually and as a group, has

Fitting the microwave dish onto
the terminal of the Forces
Television link to Germany at

BBC Enterprises premises

VITAL EQUIPMENT
MOVED SMOOTHLY

The Services Sound and Vision
Corporation who let their opera-
tional contract to BBC Enterprises
Ltd at Wood Lane have moved
the source of the live Television
Link to British Forces in Germany.
The relocation of the microwave
equipment from LWT at Wy-
combe Road to the Woodlands site
was organised by SSVC's Project
Group who sub contracted Alan
Dick of Cheltenham for the
physical move.

The 1Y ton container housing the

‘MOD COMMS’

THE FIRST vehicle-borne satel-
lite communications equipment to
enter British military service is to
be supplied by Racal-SES Limited.

technical equipment was lowered
by a 50 ton crane with 180 ft of jib
to a pre-prepared foundation so
precisely that a perfect siting was
achieved. The microwave dish was
equally accurate in its positioning
and the whole move was achieved
in about six hours. After re-
connection and testing, the link is
expected back in service in a few
days. It carries live news, sports
and other special programmes to
servicemen and their families
across Northern Germany to West
Berlin being transmitted in garri-
sons and stations along the way.
Teletext is also transmitted on a
trial basis at present, BBC’s
CEEFAX having been available
fot the past six months and Oracle
starting this month.

prompted considerable comment.

As Admiral Sir David Williams,
Governor and Commander-in-
Chief says: “Gibraltar has a
significant military and historical
heritage — certainly one of the
most interesting in Europe. Our
generation has a duty to preserve
and promote that heritage.”

SAVE Britain’s Heritage and the
National Army Museum are
joining with the Government of
Gibraltar to sponsor The Gibraltar
Heritage Conference.

Their aim is to draw the widest
possible public attention to the
needs of the many significant
buildings and military works on
the Rock whose preservation is a
massive task, beyond the scope of
the people and Government of
Gibraltar, but which form one of
the finest collections of 18th and
19th century architecture.

GOOD STATE

Many of Gibraltar’s old build-
ings are in a good state of repair
and many others are sufficiently
well preserved to allow complete
restoration and, in some cases,
conversion for modern-day use.

The sponsors believe such a
legacy must be preserved for
posterity and shared with the rest
of the world.

Itis felt particularly appropriate
that this challenge should be met
at a time when the famous old
Naval Dockyard has been closed
because of British defence cuts,
leaving tourism as the chief prop
to the Rock’s economy, and the
Spanish Government announced
suspension of the Frontier re-
strictions from 5 February.

IMPORTANT

The first part of the Conference
opens in London with The Duke
of Gloucester, an architect himself,
giving the opening address.

Other speakers will include
Admiral Sir David Williams, Sir
Joshua Hassan, Chief Minister of
Gibraltar, Lord Boyd-Carpenter,
General Sir William Jackson, a
former Governor, and Marcus

Binney, President of SAVE Brit-

ain’s Heritage.

The second part of the Con-
ference is being held in Gibraltar
April 19-22 and will include visits
to the more important sites.

Those attending the Conference
will include leading figures from
industry and commerce, Members
of the House of Lords and House
of Commons, Service chiefs and
those concerned with architecture
and conservation.

7
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Second go

f for
quiz
ace
|1an

Newspaper comic strips will
be Corporal lan MacKillop's
specialised subject when
he records the semi-final of
the BBC’s Mastermind quiz.

A pharmacy technician at
Aldershot's Cambridge Mil
tary Hospital, lan, 30, gels a
second go in the famous
black chair because of the
disqualification of first-round
winner Shelia Altree

Now lan will be studying
reference books listing the
history of wartime pin-up
Jane and scores of other
cartoon characters for a
place in the final and the title
ol Mastermind

But while he studies about
Garth, Buck Ryanand Belinda
he'll also have his nose buried
in books at the Defence
Medical Equipment Centre
Ludgershall, where he Is
taking a Class 1 Dispenser's
course

“Hard going? No," said lan,
who has a degreein chemistry
from Southampton Univesrity
“It wan't be easy, but it won't
be too bad

GRANNY

Photo: Daily Telegraph.
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MRS DOROTHY YOUNG, CAPTAIN BRIGID SIMMOND

wall. Then she wrote to the

Sandhurst.
S nice when

wants to join up! ke
Mrs Dorothy Young was "
ol
paper she hung it on the ' )

New CO is a
RGS Fellow!

Lieutenant Colonel David Brom-
head has packed a lot into his
20 years of service. His CV lists
commanding platoons in Malaya,
South Arabia and Botswana,
flying helicopters with the AAC
in Belize and Northern Ireland,
tours in Berlin and at the Army
Staff College, caollecting mam-
mais in Ethiopia for the Natural
History Museum, a . journey
along the Blue Nile — after
which he was made a Fellow of
the Royal Geographical Society
— and involved in trips 1o the
Dahlak Islands in the Red Sea
and a trans-America expedition

Linked to adventure since his
birth in Kashmir, his father
served on the North-West Fron-
tier and his greal, greal, great
uncie won the VC at Rorke's
Drift.

Now the Colonel has taken
command of the Royal Regiment
of Wales in BAOR — the fifth
member of his family to have
served with the regiment

Memories of Field Marshal
Lord Slim and Burma were
recalled by scores of old
soldiers attending the un-
veiling of a plaque at his old
home in Edgbaston, Birm-
ingham.

Members of his regiment,
The Royal Warwickshire Regi-

ment, which he joined at the
start of the 1914-18 war, along
with those from the Burma
Star Association, and Chindits
and many D-Day veterans,
turned up to see the plaque
unveiled by the late Field
Marshal's daughter, the Hon
Una Rowcliffe.

The plaque was erected by
Birmingham's Civic Society,
of which deputy Lord Mayor
Coun William said: “We should
be very grateful to the Civic
Society for drawing attention
to someone who brought fame
to our city, and honour to our
country.”

( Drivers steer their way o
top trophy wins

Getting into top gear in Cyprus are drivers of 30 Regiment
RCT. For not only did they overtake 17 other teams in the
island's safe and skilled driving contest, collecting the
Wilkinson Sword from CBF Major General Sir Desmond
Langley, but followed it up by out-smarting nine opposing
teams in the Cyprus military skills competition. For that
win they took possession of the Milskills Trophy, an
enormous shield which indicates they are tops at map
reading, marching and shooting and first aid. Clutching
their presentation tankards are (| to r back row):

Corporals Hollerin

Luckhurst, Copeland and Butcher. Front: Driver Davey,
Staff Sergeant Johnstone, Captain Cowling, Staft
Sergeant Phillips and Sergeant Lejeune.

and Dalton, Lance Corporals

o’

Keep 'em

Small is beautiful. Who

flying ‘pot’ for 664

strong management struc-

says so? Rolls-Royce and
664 Squadron Army Air
Corps among others.

For the famous aero-
space company has awar-
ded the squadron their
trophy for “achieving the
highest standards of mili-
tary aircraft maintenance
in 1984."

Making the award RR
emphasised that 664
Squadron was a “small
integrated unit with a

ture resulting in a well

-motivated team taking pro-

fessional pride ih all
aspects of work.” -

One winning point re-
vealed that 664 clocked a
higher than average- fly-
ing rate, but was still able
to keep 75 per cent of
their aircraft flying.

They are “setting stan-
dards for which other
BAOR units strive,” said a
recent technical review.

Gelling fit for a John O'Groats to Lands End cancer charity run is a len-strong team from the
| 16th/5th The Queen's Royal Lancers. They plan a two-stage run in the summer with a 24-hour ‘
stopover in Stafford to help boost funds :
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Cricketing Sapper takes guard
at APTC school

A former skipper and
opening bat of the Army
cricket team has taken
command of the Army
Physical Training Corps
school at Aldershot.

Lieutenant Colonel Rich-
ard Brooks, Royal Engineers,
is the first Sapper to be
appointed to the post which
carries the dual role of
Deputy Commandant of the
APTC.

Since his occupancy as
CO was just hours old, he

was not anxious to forecast
any changes in his com-
mand, but guarded his wicket
with a verbal straight bat
confining himself to an
‘impression’ that there
appeared to be a lack of
trained cricket and football
coaches in the Corps
“While we have top
specialists in many minor

sports such as judo, ath-
letics, gymnastics and the
like, there doesn't seem to
be too many qualified
coaches in the more major
sports.”

He added that, while he
would like
coaches in the popular
games, it was easier said
than done as "much de-

Quick response
commended

£500 heralds quest

for adventure

A big smile from Private
Stephen Carter ... and no
wonder for he's just
collected £500 and
permission from the CO of
the 1st Armoured Field
Ambulance, RAMC, to take
part in Operation Raleigh —
the scheme which allows

Privale Stephen Carter

young people to ‘do their
thing.'

Based in BAOR, Stephen
leaves in April for three
months in Panama where he
will explore old gold mines
and wrecked ships, and help
excavate the ancient city of
Acla.

Stephen’'s cash came from
the central fund of Army
Medical Services and his
selection for the adventure
from his home county of
Hampshire.

For Corporal Billy Paton (now

A road accident in which two people died and four were
injured has led to Sergeant Brian Michael. REME, receiving
a commendation from Lieutenant General Sir Geoffrey
Howlett, GOC South East District, for ‘demonstrating the
very best qualities of a soldier.’ Brian called the police

and ambulance, stopped passing traffic and gave first
aid to the victims of the crash which happened oulside

his home.

to see more

pended on individuals and
whether they had the skill
and experience to be trained
in coaching.”

On a personal note the
Colonel, 41, married with two
children, said he played
squash and went running to
keep fit.

“I don't exactly enjoy
pounding around,” he con-
fessed, "but the adjutant,
Maijor Tudor Quare, is a keen
runner and speeding along
with him will make it a good
deal easier.”

But when asked if he was
a speedster of note Major
Quare replied: *“Good
heavens, no. | hate it, too.
But we can'ttell other people
to do it and not do it
ourselves.

“It's all part of retaining
the image as well as keeping

ES and PLA

Lt Col Richard Brooks

fit. That's why | run six miles
a day during the lunch

break!"

Sounds like the Colonel's

in for a real jolly time.
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en bridge the years

BRIGADIER CHATTERTON, ALAN RICHARDS, ROY HOWARD: heroes remembered

PEOPLE

A painting depicting the
heroic attack by six
Horsa gliders of the
Glider Pilot Regiment on
the Caen and Orne
bridges, is now on show
at the Museum of Army
Flying, Middle Wallop.

The painting was
handed to the regiment’s
wartime leader, Brigadier
George Chatterton (left),
by former Staff Sergeant
Roy Howard, one of the
glider pilots involved in
the famous D-Day action.

The picture was
painted by Alan Richards
(centre), who also
donated to the museum
a wartime portrait of
Brigadier Chatterton.

The handover of the
paintings was followed
by the presentation of
£4,443 for museum
funds. The money was
raised at aniinternational
balloon day at Winchester
last autumn.
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Billy his third stripe and wel-

Said Billy

| hear the taps at

PLAGES

Sergeant) and his wife Christine
the smashing news was: “You've
won a long weekend in New
York's famous Waldorf Astoria
hotel and you're flying there in
Concorde and returning on the
QE2."

Sergeant Major Tommy
Wharton of the 1st Battalion The
Green Howards, followed this
with another surprise by handing

coming him to the sergeants
mess

News of their win and Billy's
promotion came as they returned
to Osnabruck from UK leave with
their daughters, Jane, 15, and
Joanne, 13. Unfortunately for the
girls they can't accompany their
parents as the prize from a
competition organised by BFBS
1s for two only

the Wallorf are gold plated. |
reckon I'll need a sergeant's pay
for @ weekend in the States.'
One discouraging note for Billy
is that if the £ continues to
plummet against the dollar, he’ll
need a lot more than that. News
from sunny Florida was that four
ice creams cost £10. The
handout didn't say whether the
prize included pocket money!




SPOTLIGHT ON TA IN
NORTHERN IRELAND

HAT is 1t about the
Ulsterman that makes
him so ready to volun-
teer?

Nobody seems able to answer
that question satisfactorily yet the
evidence of his nature is over-
whelming.

For a Province which has never
known conscription or national
service, the call to arms in peace or
war has never failed to find
Ulstermen and women responding
in strength.

In a century of hideous wars,
the consequence of this volunteer
spirit has often sadly lead to equally
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hideous casualty figures: men of

the 36th (Ulster) Division, for
instance, died in their thousands
during the battle of the Somme in
1916. As did men from other
regions.

Today, in the fight against
terrorism in Northern Ireland men
and women of the Ulster Defence
Regiment give much of their free
time, some paying for it with their
lives: 147 members of the regiment
have been murdered since its
formation in 1972.

Yet, the potential volunteer pool

A call th

never fails

in the Province seems as keen as
ever to serve the Crown — a fact
clearly reflected in the strength of
the Territorial Army in Northern
Ireland which stands at almost
4,000.

Set against recruiting figures for
the rest of the United Kingdom,
Northern Ireland’s contribution is
well ahead. If Great Britain were
to recruit at the same level, the
total UK TA strength would be
almost 130,000 — twice its current
number.

Today, there are 13 TA units in
the Province representing the
Infantry, Royal Yeomanry, Royal
Artillery, Royal Engineers, Royal
Signals, Royal Corps of Transport,
Royal Army Medical Corps, Royal
Military Police, the Intelligence
Corps and Officers’ Training
Corps.

All'TA units in Northern Ireland
are dedicated to a NATO role
except for one signals squadron
which has a wartime Home
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during Exercise Lionheart
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® Members of 40 Signal Regiment setting up-a command centre

Defence commitment. Not to be
confused with the UDR, they do
not play any part in the current
Security Forces.

In the second phase of the
proposed expansion of the TA
announced by the Secretary of
State for Defence earlier this year
and due to take place between 1986
and 1990, the Province is asked to
raise another gunner battery, a
further rifle company and two
infantry reconnaissance platoons.

To the present 102 (Ulster and
Scottish) Air Defence Regiment
(V) equipped with Blowpipe
missiles, this will mean a significant
change in its constitution. The
proposed extra battery in Northern
Ireland and two for Scotland will
mean the regiment will split in
two — amoeba-like.

The formation of 102 (Ulster)

® 102 (Uister & Scottish) Air
Defence Regiment fire a salute at
Stormont

Air Defence Regiment (V) will
revive the earlier tradition of
Gunner volunteer regiments in
the Province which from 1947 to
1956 boasted seven regiments of
the Royal Artillery.

The strange thing is that, despite
half being in Scotland (Edinburgh,
Arbroath and Glasgow), the other
half in Ulster (Newtownards,
Holywood and Coleraine) and the
attendant administrative problems,
the regiment has come together as
a cohesive and effective unit.

Commanding Officer Lieu-
tenant Colonel John Steele, himself
a Territorial and a senior civil
servant explained:

“The regiment is a bit like an
elephant designed by a committee,
but for some reason it works.

“Perhaps it’s because there is
some sort of affinity between the
Scot and the Ulsterman. In fact, I
believe there to be more rivalry
between the batteries in Scotland
than there-is between those in
Scotland and the batteries here.

“Commanding the regiment is
achallenge even for a regular officer
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‘This year will be even better.. .’

because of its geography. My five
predecessors were all regular and
my successor will be, too.

“Just occasionally you get
someone in the TA mad enough
to take it on — and that’s me! But
even though I find it difficult
finding the time for this and my
civilian job, I really enjoy it.”

For ceremonial purposes 102 has
hung onto 12 251b field guns with
which to fire the Royal Salutes at
Stormont six times a year.

A few miles down the road from
the Newtonards Gunner HQ is 40
(Ulster) Signal Regiment (V) based

® WRAC volunteers sharpen their
skills
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at Clonaver Park in Belfast. With
another location in Lurgan the unit
is no different from many other
TA units in the Province which
spread around.

The regiment is one of the first
TA units required on the continent
on mobilisation and its function as
part of 12 Signal Group (V) is to
provide extensive communications
in the Communication Zone which
runs from the channel ports to the
Rear Combat Zone.

Equipped with radio relay and
some high frequency kit, once in
position the regiment can provide
message handling facilities using
teleprinters and, with the same
relay equipment, a telephone
network for staff users.

Like its regular counterparts, 40
Sigs makes good use (about one
third of its personnel) of the
WRAC who fill a whole range of
Signals trades from data tele-
graphists to switchboard operators,
clerks and Land Rover drivers.

Learning trades such as these
can prove to be highly rewarding
for part-time women soldiers like
Carol Garnham, 18, who is a sales
assistant and finds her evening and
weekend training a completely
new outlet for her energies.

She joined last August on the
recommendation of a friend when
she was out of work and has never
looked back: “It’s good fun and
there is always plenty to do.”

Helen Monaghan is 17 and has
a job as a clothes wholesaler but
was persuaded to join the regiment
by her brother and sister who were
already members. Apart from the
opportunity for extra training she
gets as a data telegraphist Helen
likes the TA because it gives her
something to do on Sundays!

Another woman in the regiment
is Officer Commanding WRAC
Major Robyn Wymbs who is
shortly to take over command of
Headquarters Squadron. Then she
will be the first TA female
squadron commander in the
Province.

She told me proudly: “The
regiment would not be half the
regiment it is without the girls —
they keep morale up.”

Morale it seems is not a quality
in short supply amongst the 4th
(Volunteer) Battalion, the Royal
Irish Rangers, one of the regi-
ment’s two volunteer battalions
which represent the Infantry in
Northern Ireland.

Each of its companies takes the
name of its former parent regiment
and three are spread all over the
Province with another, D (Lon-
don Irish Rifles) Company as far
away as Duke of York’s HQ in
Chelsea.

The battalion’s headquarters are
at Portadown in Co Armagh where

Commanding Officer Lieutenant
Colonel Tom Brooke has the job
of co-ordinating the battalion’s
activities whilst leaving the day-
to-day administration to his com-
pany commanders.

Despite its physical geographic
problems, 4 R Irish had a good
year in 1984 winning the Queen’s
Cup for TA sport for the third
time, becoming the TA champions
in football and the winning TA
team in the Cambrian March —the
first time these two honours have
gone to a Northern Ireland TA
unit.

Exercise Lionheart featured
strongly in the battalion’s training
programme. Hard work both
beforé and during the exercise paid
off earning the praise of Com-
mander 5 Airborne Brigade who
said, given the difficult nature of
their task, 4 R Irish performed
exceptionally well.

“It was a fantastic year for us
and this year will be even better,”
said Lieutenant Colonel Brooks
confidently.

“We are a highly motivated
and enthusiastic battalion and 1
put that down to good leadership
right the way down the line. Good
leadership from the Company
Commanders and the Sergeant’s
Mess is what it is all about!”

In addition to the 13 TA units
in Northern Ireland and their
RAOC, RAPC, ACC and REME
support there are also two other
organisations which help bind and
co-ordinate the force giving it a
truly territorial spirit whilst at the
same time representing its interest

within the ‘one Army’ concept.

The firstis the TA headquarter
staff co-located with Headquarters
Northern Ireland at Lisburn and
headed by Colonel TA, Ned
Falloon. He has responsibility for
the training of recruits as well as
for the mobilisation and efficiency
of the Home Defence Signal
Squadron plus the management
of all TA officers.

He also acts as local advisor on
TA matters to the GOC Northern
Ireland. His staff maintain close
liaison with the units and their
activities although the chain of
command can sometimes become
confused since, for operational
purposes each unit comes under
the command of a higher formation.

The second body, in common
with other districts, is the Terri-
torial Army Volunteer Reserve
Association whose president is the
Lord Lieutenant of Londonderry.

Its responsibility is threefold:
recruiting, the provision of accom-
modation and its maintenance and
the nebulous third function comes
under the heading of morale.

Although high morale comes
from within a unit rather than
outside influence, the TAVRA can
and does help resolve problems
relating to pay, conditions of
service and the TA’s relationship
with employers and the community
as a whole.

That said, the real motivation
behind the Ulster Terrier is his
loyalty to his unit, his commitment
to the TA and his self-dedication
to the defence of his country.

® Blowpipe team in action during Lionheart
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Entry scheme gains pace

ETTING acommission
in the TA, as in the
Regular Army, is not
easy. The standards are
high and the competition tough,
but the opportunities are there.

One way is by the Direct Entry
Scheme (DES) which is gaining
momentum in Northern Ireland.

As yet, the scheme is young (this
is just the third year of its
operation) but it has already met
with approval — particularly from
successful applicants.

Designed to prepare the potential
officer, drawn either from outside
or from the ranks, for the rigorous
two-week course at the Royal
Military Academy Sandhurst,
DES consists of two admin/initial
training weekends held at the
Depot, The Royal Irish Rangers
at Ballymena, followed by six
further training weekends and a
10-day battle camp. If they don’t
fall at any fences on the way, the
students face the last hurdle at
Sandhurst.

Because DES standards are high
(the TA does not have time to train
their officers from scratch) the
success rate throughout the course
is largely determined by a process
of self-selection. If an applicant
feels at any time he is not up to the
mark, he will either voluntarily
drop out or push himself to new
limits of personal achievement.

Lieutenant Colonel Arthur Reid,
who is in overall charge of the

scheme, explained that about 50
per cent of applicants eventually
pass out from Sandhurst. From
last year’s intake of 46, 23 went on
to Sandhurst and 19 passed out.

“We find that on these two initial
weekends we have a drop out of
about 20 per cent,’” he said. “Once
they see what we expect of them in
terms of fitness and leadership,
some of them realise it’s not for
them.

“These weekends are as much
for their benefit as ours. After all,
we are looking for men with
something special to offer. We only
want those with the right education
qualifications and leadership
qualities.”

Acting as assessors on the recent
initial training weekend were two
of last year's successful direct
entrants — Second Lieutenants
Colin Ewart, R IRISH and
Stephen Hare, RA. Both are
champions of the scheme yet can
see where it might be, and has,
improved.

“Our being here today for
instance,” said Stephen, “I think
is an improvement. Because we
have done the course ourselves the
guys can talk and relate to us
knowing that this time last year
we were in the same position as
themselves.”

“We can also tell them about
Sandhurst,”” added Colin. “There
is this majestic aura about Sand-
hurst and the two-week course

there #s hard but not impossible if
you go with the right attitude.”

One criticism the pair did have
of the course was that the amount
of pressure over several weekends
did not adequately prepare them
for the heightened and sustained
pressure they were under at
Sandhurst.

“The difference is,” recalled
Colin, “that after a tough two days
you can’t just pack up and go home.
The pressure is unrelenting.”

Perhaps the last word should go
to Captain Felix Spender, the
Regular training officer at Depot
Royal Irish, who had the task or
running the initial weekends. He
believes the new scheme is
beneficial because students come

from all arms and have a chance to
learn about units other than their
own.

“I have found it is the former
DES students who support the
scheme most. Also, they seem to
have a broader approach and wider
understanding of the Army as a
whole. Their whole attitude is
much more professional.”

Chicken and veg cooking over an open fire. Note the improvised spit!

A group of volunteer soldiers,
drawn from most TA units in
London District, recently found
themselves coping with one of the
coldest spells of the year on survival
training at Pirbright.

The weekend was run by the
London District Specialised
Training Team to give the students
some experience of the basic
problems of self-sufficiency in the
field.

A morning of instruction was
followed by the practical appli-
12

cation of survival techniques when
the students made camp in various
parts of the Pirbright training area.
Navigation exercises in full NBC
kit were thrown in for good
measure.

The weather conditions were
particularly severe — temperatures
were below freezing for most of
the time. Nevertheless the part-
time soldiers said they had enjoyed
the weekend and some even
complained it hadn’t been arduous
enough!

played.

A new variation of Shinty — a sort of Scottish hocky — has been
developed by 156 Transport Regiment, RCT, in Liverpool, as
part of their winter training sports programme.

What makes this new look Shinty interesting is that the men
play the girls with the handicap of having to wear NBC gear.
Respirators can come into play to aid the levelling process.

Recently the Liverpool Terriers took on nurses from the Charles
Marshall Wing of the Liverpool Women’s Hospital. Picture
shows RSM Dennis Melia briefing the nurses on how the game is




S SOLDIER prepared to
go to press, we were still
awaiting details on the

form British commemor-
ation of the 40th anniversary of
VE Day will take.

This magazine will be marking
the event and once again, as with
D-Day and the last Christmas of
the war, invite readers who will
remember 8 May 1945 with
considerable clarity, to tell us what
they were doing on that particular
day.

We will welcome letters of not
more than 200 words, with number,
rank, unit and full name if you were
serving — together with full
current address though this, with
telephone number if you have one,
will not be published. These details
help us to follow-up the infor-
mation. Please mark your letters
‘VE Day Memories’.

Later in the year we shall appeal
to readers who recall the final stages
of the war in the Far East. Some
people tend to forget the war did
not end with the defeat of Nazi
Germany.

Plans have already been laid by
some organisations for their own
marking of VE Day, and the
Imperial War Museum is mounting
a festival. ;

The main events will comprise
a chamber opera, The Emperor of
Atlantis, composed in Theresien-
stadt concentration camp in 1944
by Viktor Ullmann; an enter-
tainment of poetry, prose and
music performed by Virginia
McKenna and Joss Ackland; a jazz
concert by Humphrey Lyttelton;
a specially commissioned play by
Roger Stennett called, Tomorrow,

Just You Wait and See, produced
and performed by the National
Youth Theatre; a fashion show of
wartime clothes organised in
association with the London

" College of Fashion; and a demon-

stration of wartime economy

SOLDIER

to Soldier

cooking.

There will also be talks, film
shows, a VE Day street party
workshop and a free quiz sheet for
children.

* * *

ITIZENS of the Isle of
Man will be devoting a
week (4-11 May) to their
efforts, with arrangements
in the hands of the island’s Joint
Ex-Services Association, with
strong support from the local
Tourist Board and others.

The Isle of Man Branch of the
Royal Artillery Association has
asked us to tell fellow gunners that
if you are interested in paying a
visit during the week, a brochure
will be available soon.

If you want to take part, further
information can be obtained from
E L Kissack, RAA Branch
Treasurer, 5 Fort William,
Douglas, Isle of Man. He and his
colleagues are ready to extend a
warm welcome.

* * *

EW badges don’t come

along often and on 13

February The Royal

Pioneer Corps has a
badge changing ceremony at
Northampton in the presence of
the Colonel-in-Chief, The Duke
of Gloucester.

There'is a feature on the Pioneers
depot (see page 35), and we have
used a little journalistic licence to
change the order of procedence in

our series “Your Cap Badge’ and
show the new badge (page 37).

We understand the last regiment
or corps to receive a replacement
design not resulting from an
amalgamation or change in title
was the Army Catering Corps in
1972.

* * *

OPIES are still available

of the book which

SOLDIER is offering

FREE to new annual
subscribers.

SOLDIER is offering you a
copy of British and American Tanks
of World War II by Peter
Chamberlain and Chris Ellis, the
complete illustrated history of
British, American and Common-
wealth tanks, gun motor carriages
and special purpose vehicles from
1939-45.

In addition to the text and
photographs which describe each
vehicle, concise specifications are
given.

The book, published by Arms
and Armour Press and normally
priced at £11.95, is offered FREE
by SOLDIER (except for the cost
of postage and packing) when you
take out an annual subscription to
the magazine. You pay £13.55p for
the magazine including postage
(which in itself means you get two
issues FREE during the year), plus
£2 to cover the cost of postage and
packing of your book. So for a
total of £15.55p you will receive
25 issues of SOLDIER Magazine

and your free copy of British
American Tanks of World War I1.
The package would normally cost
£27.50p.

The offer is open only to new
subscribers to the magazine —
those resident in the UK.

A special subscription can be
found on page 6 of SOLDIER.
Photocopies of the form are
acceptable from those who do not
wish to cut their copy of the
magazine. Please allow 21 days for
delivery.

* * *

URNITURE and fancy

goods manufacturers Lord

Roberts Workshops, whose

products are hand-made
by disabled ex-servicemen, have
re-opened their refurbished
London showroom.

On display is a complete range
of products including their
entirely new range — Lord Roberts
Military Chest Collection. The
distinctive, practical and quality
range designed in traditional
military chest style has been built
to exceptionally high standards of
craftsmanship with brass inset
handles, corner brackets and a
mahogany hand finish.

Six different units in the range
measuring 3’ x 1’6" x 1'6” can be
placed one on top of the other,
thereby resembling those tra-
ditionally used by forces and
families travelling and living
abroad. The units are secured by
simple connecting plates.

Their Brompton range of
occasional furniture includes sofa,
lamp, nest and telephone tables,
all teak finished, hand made and
again of extremely high quality.

Finally, an excellent selection
of brushes are displayed.

Price and details of availability
can be obtained from the London
Showroom, 122 Brompton Road,
London SW3 1]JE.
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Defence Land Agency

T’S A ‘battle’ which has been
going on all over the 91,000-
acre Salisbury Plain training
area for years, yet the public
seldom sees or hears it; though
occasional verbal salvos have been
fired at parish and county council
meetings from time to time.

But it is a ‘battle’ well worth the
winning in the public eye by the
tireless and scattered 150-member
Defence Land Agency (part of the
Property Services Agency) who
strive to ‘keep the balance’ of all
interested users of Britain’s most
famous Principal Training Area
(PTA).

Its headquarters is at Durrington
near Bulford with three comple-
mentary satellite works depots set
in the heartlands of the Plain.

The DLA has the daily mana-
gerial responsibility for keeping
the balance on all MoD land
matters providing a vital link
between Service and local com-
munity.

Itis an agency able ‘‘to negotiate
the requirements of one to meet
the needs of the other” while
maintaining a close working rela-
tionship with the Army.

It was the DLA who spear-
headed the restoration of the razed
wartime Ogbourne St. George
14

GRAHAM SMITH
studies a
‘hattle’

you seldom
see or
hear...

camp (see page 16) to prime
agricultural land again. i

The DLA not only supervised
the work but saw it culminate
through contract stage and, hope-
fully, the eventual sale to former
owners at a going rate of at least
£1,700 an acre.

Other such old camp sites or
buildings deemed to have become
surplus and averted from becoming
eyesores have included the former
Parkhouse Camp, Durrington
Down Farm of 20 years ago and,
more recently, just four years ago,
Chiseldon Camp.

Odd-ball requests also come the
way of the DLA staff headed by
immediate postwar trainee farmer
and now chartered surveyor Mr
Cyril Bayliffe in post since 1977

'BALANCING ARMY
AND PUBLIC NEEDS

(he was deputy land agent in 1975)
and the 13th incumbent of the post
since 1902.

Bids like the two letter writers
seeking information about the
Tidworth ghost. . . the circus that
suddenly needed emergency accom-
meodation for its forlorn pride of
eight African lions. . . and a troupe
of high-wire acrobats who begged
for a hangar to regain confidence
and perfection again after an
accident. Those were the lighter
side of stories on record.

DLA takes its year-round tasks
seriously as the unsung heroes of
estate management on the gran-
dest of scales acre-wise comprising
one-seventh of Wiltshire (including
7,000 acres at Porton) and 6,000
acres in neighbouring Hampshire.

These roles are varied as the
Agency, with its millions of
pounds of dealings annually,
concentrates on four main lines of
operation — military training areas,
farming tenancy management,
conservation and public access (five
land wardens ensuring the latter).

The Wiltshire-based and en-
tirely bucolic-biased DLA has
some interesting statistics on file.

It owns the nearby 17th-century
picture postcard thatched-roof
village of Ablington (population:

CYRIL BAYLIFFE
—"pressures grow”

-

some 300) not far from Figheldean.

DLA also has responsibility for
59 farms spread across 25,000
acres, 60 agricultural licences on
40,000 acres, sporting rights on
89,000 acres, 90 business premises
(excluding a dozen banks), 500
farms and other cottages, 400 miles
of track, 300 miles of rights-of-
way, 127 miles of hedgerows, 105
allotments and 5,500 acres of
tactical training and amenity —
the latter near military townships
and camps — plantations.




The Agency also holds 1,970
Deeds, collected £1.8 million in
rents for the year 1983/84 and,
over the past three years, sold an
estimated £8 million of property
and land.

As Mr Bayliffe explained: “The
Defence Land Agentis responsible
for the management and co-
ordination of the many and varied
activities on the Plain.

“A further important aspect
relates to the issue of licences —
571 temporary licences, for
example — and permits for leisure
and sporting activities ranging from
traditional shooting and fishing (we
have 14 miles of fishing) 1o the
more contemporary pursuits such
as parascending, parachuting and
hang-gliding.

“It’s not a nine-to-five job here.
You can be called out in all
weathers at any time. Call outs in
cold spells to deal with stranded
cattle to burst water pipes in the
villages.”

Licences are also granted for
filming. ‘The Razor’s Edge’ and
‘Return to Oz’ were two of the
most recent. Fees for all activities
range from a few pounds to
thousands.

Yet another role played by the
Durrington-based DLA is the
training of some 60 students
annually on courses involving basic
forestry and agriculture, pro-
fessional competence assessments
for ‘graduates’ and the training of
Army chain-saw operators.

But military training implica-
tions and its inter-face with the
local community is the over-riding
factor combined with the needs of
conservationists.

“When you have extra military
training activities due to fewer
overseas facilities, pressures grow.
Pressures on other users of the

Plain,” said Mr Bayliffe. *“But you
can’t please everyone all the time.
“We have, for instance, made
our woodlands reasonably accept-
able from the landscape point of
view. In the last ten years we have
now moved from a situation where
we were criticised by county
councils. Now, we are praised for
our activities on woodland planting.
I think it’s a big step forward.
It’s all a question of communica-
tion, discussions with people.”
The Plain, he said, had some
2,000-plus ancient monuments and

archaeological sites, and nine others
of Special Scientific Interest (SSI).

“When I first came to this area
in 1958, although one never heard
the word conservation mentioned,”
said Mr Bayliffe, “we were still
very actively engaged in conserva-
tion and conscious of the need to
preserve.

“In addition to the rehabilitation
of woodlands after the war, we
were involved in star-marking and
clearing tumuli and even providing
bathrooms and other facilities in
old thatched cottages in a sym-

i Modernisation of |

| cow-sheds J

pathetic manner and many other
similar tasks including the pro-
vision of new and the restoration
of old farm buildings.

“In short, as the Land Agents
of a responsible landowner, we
were doing what we could to
preserve and improve the estate.

“We are the only rural Defence
Land Agency, our counterparts at
sites like the 61,000-acre or 95-
square-mile Otterburn Training
Area and Stanford are known as
SES (Senior Estate Surveyors).
Whereas we deal exclusively with
MoD, they deal with every other
department imaginable.

“Yet Defence Land Agent
management is not getting easier
over the years; the emphasis is
changing. We are in the publiceye
and we have to keep that balance
between the needs of the public at
large while maintaining the assur-
ance that Army training con-
tinues.”

Current on-going projects in-
clude awaiting the outcome of a
major survey on the Plain’s
archaeological sites and continuing
planning permission negotiations ,
at county level on the proposed
90-building, purpose-built FIBUA
(Fighting in Built-Up Area) facility
at Copehill Down near Tilshead.
(See SOLDIER 22 October).

All a far and busy cry from 83
years ago and the appointment of
the first land agent who lived in
Ablington House (now de-
molished), received a horse allow-
ance of £70 a year and a further
£150 annually for the provision of
offices and office expenses.
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This twin-ridged building was the Commanding Officer's residence and Officers’
Mess of the 101st Airborne Division. Note the brick chimneys for the four fires
which kept the officers warm. General Patton stayed here during his visit to §
England.

e

GRAHAM SMITH takes a walk down a Wiltshire village’s
memory lane to a ghost site where the famed ‘Screaming
Eagles’ once trained; showbiz big names like Hope and Crosby
once clowned and crooned; Patton played the morale-boosting
decoy; and ‘Monty’ was preparing for his biggest military
moments...

ARLEY now grows

peacefully where Allied

army boots once drilled

defiantly for the D-Day
assaults against Hitler’s grip on
Normandy.

For, in just 14 months, the
Property Services Agency (PSA)
has transformed 182 acres of
derelict but historic former Army
camp back into prime arable
farmland in a scheme costing
£100,000 in deepest rural Wilt-
shire.

Still a focal point of nostalgic
pilgrimages by former ‘old sweat’
Canadian, American and British
soldiers, now in their 60s, the site
is at Ogbourne St George, half-a-
mile from the 307-population
village of the same name and three
miles north of Marlborough.

The camp, of which nothing
tangible remains, was the launching
point for two major European of-
fensives in 1944 — those of D-Day
and Operation Market Garden.

The first hurried buildings to
spring up amid the lush farmland
acres were those of Canadian
Redwood housing the fighting sons
of that Dominion.

It was a busy camp, split into
three sections, with- a resident
population of up to 5,000 men at a
time.

It was also a camp patronised
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by the famous of those dark years.
Men like the late Joe Louis, the
‘Brown Bomber’ and former world
heavyweight boxing champion, a
PTI among the paratroopers.

Another paratrooper had already
smashed his peerless professional
record by then; one Max Schme-
ling!

Troops had to be entertained and
among those from across ‘“The Big
Pond’ who visited the bleak camp
set in the heart of ‘Moonraker’
country were the ‘Old Groaner’,

ow Ogbourne St George
is truly rural again

Bing Crosby and ex patriate buddy
from Erith, Kent, wise-cracking
Bob Hope.

Generals, too, made their im-
pact. Patton was there for about a
fortnight during one of his decoy
sequences. ‘Monty’ was there as a
colonel in the Warwickshires in
1940, two years before Ogbourne
St George and surrounding areas
became home to 10,500 men of
the United States Army’s 101st
Airborne Division, the famed
‘Screaming Eagles’. Men who were

e

Commander-in-chief Home Forces,
General Sir Bernard Paget visits the

Command. The General is climbing onto
atank for a closer inspection of the 2nd

Northants Yeomanry.

camp which was part of Southern |
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launched into Normandy from
nearby Ramsbury, Membury,
Lambourne and Welford.

In 1941 the rapid-build wooden
buildings were soon supplemented
by brick constructions culminating
in four cookhouses, three NAAFI
clubs, a church and a 34-bed
hospital.

After the war Ogbourne St
George camp was used as a transit
area for thousands on the demob
trail to ‘civvy street’ and later used
to form units made up of reservists
recalled to fight in Korea and Suez.
In 1960 the camp changed to a
different shade of khaki when it
hosted the World Scout Jamboree
before the site was finally de-com-
missioned.

Up until 1982, Ogbourne was
used for'urban warfare training.

Before that, however, the south-
west’s most famous Army canip
had been shown in sequences in
films such as ‘The Longest Day’
and the 1967 celluloid adventure,
“The Dirty Dozen’. ¢

The return of Ogbourne St
George camp to its pre-war ap-
pearance has involved the removal
of 175 buildings, 77 concrete bases,
road and an underground bomb
and ammunition store.

During the restoration 250,000
tons of soil were imported and
graded to the natural contours,




some 200,000 tons of concrete and
brickwork were crushed and sold
for use as road-fill while 80,000
tons of scrap metal was recovered
from the once bustling site.

Mr Cyril Bayliffe, the Defence
Land Agent for the PSA told me:
“The former camp lies in an area
of outstanding natural beauty and
the Wiltshire County Council
requested that we restore the site
back to first class farmland. We
are now in the process of selling
the land.

- The County Council has re-
cently inspected the site and has
expressed its pleasure in the
quality of the restoration. Certain
concrete areas will, at the planners’
request, be used for open storage.”

He estimated the cost of the 14-
month restoration to be about
£100,000 and the price per acre, at
today’s prices, to be ‘at least £1,700
an acre’ making the total value
of the 182 acres about £275,000

Ogbourne St George camp *-as
well-sited four decades ago because
of good rail connections nearby,
Southampton to the Midlands, and
because of tank training exercise
areas in the locality. Chiseldon,
the adjoining community, had been
the site of a First World War camp.

The ‘Yanks® at Ogbourne are
remembered with affection by the
villagers of a settlement dating back
to 946 AD .

People like the Honourable Mrs
Joyce Frost, the 75-ycar-old
sprightly chairman of the parish
council for the past seven years.

“We came to the village in 1937
and when the Americans first came
here there were mixed feelings,”
she recalled. “‘It was felt they were
doing something to help the war
effort. The only people who were
unsure were the farmers who were
a bit upset at first.

“] think there was only one
village girl who went away asa G1
bride and she has been back since
to visit her relatives who still live
in the village.

“Now the camp site has certainly
been improved on since the days
when it became derelict being

‘transformed again into agricultural

land. We were supposed to be an
area of natural beauty but that
became hard to live up to.

“It would be nice if a plaque or
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The Hon Mrs Joyce Frost recalls mixed
feelings.

belt of trees were planted on the
site as a sort of memorial to the
Allies who served here. But that
all depends on the availability of
money.”

Fellow councillor and wartime
resident Douglas Grove recalled:
“The Americans drank all the beer
in the local pubs, The Crown and
The New Inn. We met some very
nice chaps among the troops and
we got on really well with them.

“They used to invite us to their
shows on camp. The Americans
had a bit of a reputation for hell-
raising but they did us no harm.”

Another villager, Mr Frank

Former soldier George Wright, camp electrician Frank Mitchell and historian Bill
King now stand on arable farmland where once stood Ogbourne St George Camp.

Mitchell, 73, who worked on the
electrical installations some 40
years ago said the village children,
in particular, liked the American
guests for their chewing gum.

A “lot of ladies, too” came from
the cities and towns to visit and
sometimes stay in improvised tents
bolstered against the bleak breezes
by borrowed blankets and probably
a very personalised bonhomie.

He enjoyed the variety shows
put on for the troops there which
not only involved Americans like
singer Frances Day but comics
appearing for ENSA like Charlie
Chester and a certain suave Mr
David Niven.

“The Americans livened the
place up a bit. They were well-
liked. I never saw any trouble with
them,” he said.

Among the Britons who served
at the camp was Mr George
Wright, now 63, who was with the
infantry for the last six months
before demob in February 1946.
Previously, he had served at El
Alamein and in Italy.

Back on a nostalgic visit, he said:
“Everything for the soldier was
here. The camp was very, very

tidy — it had to be.”

Local historian and training
manager for a pharmaceutical
company, Mr Bill King, said that
other units who had passed through
Ogbourne St George included the
Northamptonshire Yeomanry, the
RASC and the RAMC.

The three camps-in-one had
been built initially in temperatures
below freezing. Accommodation
additions had been progressive.

“It was the 10lst Airborne
Division who launched their offen-
sive on Europe from here on the
night of 5th/6th June, 1944, he
reminded. ‘“Operation Market
Garden was launched in Sep-
tember of the same year. Patton
reviewed his troops here when he
was being used as a decoy. He was
here for about 14 days. Joe Louis
was here as part of the United
Services Organisation and a PTI
on the site.”

All have long gone but, it is said,
locally their ghosts linger on. Fond
memories of the “Yanks’ still abide
among those old enough to re-
member them and the sacrifices
they made; an era of the Al.lies’
finest hours.

G ACT BY OLD CAMP BUILDINGS

Camp entrance as it was




‘Corporal Thomas' —
the first British shot of World War 1

T WOULD have been fitting if the ghost of King James II
was lurking somewhere in the shadows of the Royal Albert
Hall for the Tercentenary Tribute to 12 famous British

regiments.

James wasn’t the most successful British monarch. His attempts
to alter the religious balance of the country in the decidedly
unecumenical atmosphere of the late 17th century cost him his

throne.

But his well justified fears of his
own subjects provided a great boost
for the establishment of a pro-
fessional British Army. In the
aftermath of the abortive rebellion
by the Duke of Monmouth,
illegitimate son of Charles II,

James extended the tiny standing
army by eight regiments of horse
and nine of foot.

The irony is that when James
needed the support of his fine new
army three years later in 1688 it
was not forthcoming. An invitation

had been dispatched to William of

Orange, the husband of James’s
daughter Mary, and the unhappy
king found himself isolated.

He fled to permanent exile in
France, dropping the Great Seal
of England into the Thames as he
went. But the regiments he had
raised lived on and, through name
changes and amalgamations, sur-
vive to this day.

The Tribute in the Royal Albert
Hall was organised by the Royal
Tournament and launched a year
of tercentenary celebrations with

T
Captain George McFarlane, D and D being
made up by Mr George Rawlins

a pageant which undertook the
Herculean task of summarising
three centuries of history in two
and a half hours.

At the start 18 modern soldiers,
dressed in the height of late 17th
Century military fashion, took a
bow as a Herald called the roll of
the regiments raised in 1685. At
the end, 12 standards, guidons and
colours with 1,000 battle honours
were marched in by representatives
of today’s descendants of those
formations

In between there was a story to
be told of courage, steadfastness
and service covering the deeds of a

Major Mike Parker, right, the
producer discussing a prob-
. lem in rehearsal

%

British and German uniforms, World War 1

dozen units through the intricate
upheavals of the last 300 years.

It was, as the producer, Major
Michael Parker, confessed, im-
possible to do justice to everything.
Major Parker, whose own regi-
ment, The Queen’s Own Hussars,
was one of these celebrating the
anniversary, is no stranger to
military pageantry: among other
things he has produced the Royal
Tournament for the past 12 years.

But the Royal Albert Hall is not
the place for horses or large
formations of men and he and his
co-writer, Major C. R. M. Mes-
senger, RTR (V), were hard put to

‘Queen Victoria' and ‘Prince Albert’ take the floor

Modern soldier, old uniform, help with old-
fashioned drill from RSM Alec Dumon,
Coldstream Guards, Garrison Sergeant Major
London District




keep the story within manageable
limits. At one stage their script
ran to around seven hours!

Their main problem was ac-
knowledging memorable incidents
for each regiment spread evenly
across the chronological scale of
the story.

But they had formidable support
in the presence of a massed band,
360 strong, made up of musicians
from all 12 regiments, plus the
Grenadier Guards, whose band,
fortuitously, is also celebrating its
tercentenary this year. The baton
of Lieutenant Colonel Derek
Kimberley, the Grenadiers’ Direc-
tor of Music, welded the whole lot
together.

Down on the floor, which had
been made to resemble a chess
board to symbolise the gambits of
history, the bugles of The Light
Infantry and the pipes and drums
of The Royal Scots Dragoon
Guards added to the musical
component,

Seventy-two soldiers — six from
each of the 12 regiments —
undertook three costume changes
each to portray everyone from
monarchs to private soldiers.
George II, for example, had to
have a quick change after the Battle
of Dettingen to emerge, a century
later, as an Afghan tribesman.

It was a complicated story they
had to tell — starting with the
seven bishops sent for sedition by
James II to the tower, where the
King’s recently raised Regiment
of Fusiliers asked for their blessing
and earned the Royal displeasure.

It went on through William of |

Orange’s campaign’s in Flanders
and the seemingly interminable
quarrels with the French which
ended only at Waterloo.

Trooper Thomas Brown, of the
Kings Own Regiment of Dragoons
(now The Queen’s Own Hussars)
was knighted on the battlefield of
Dettingen by George II for
rescuing his regiment’s Guidon
despite his appalling wounds.

The 12th of Foot collected roses
from a garden to wear at the Battle
of Minden, a custom their de-
scendants, The Royal Anglian
Regiment, observe to this day.

Lieutenant Colonel Hill, of the
9th of Foot (Royal Anglians)
stripped the Regimental Colours

SALISBURY. Museum of the Duke
of Edinburgh’s Royal Regiment
(Berkshire and Wiltshire), The
Wardrobe, 58 The Close, Salisbury,
Wilts SP1 2EX. Telephone Salisbury
6222 ext 2683. Hours: Mon to Thurs
10-5, Fri 10-4.30.
SHREWSBURY. The King’s
Shropshire Light Infantry Regi-
mental Museum, Sir John Moore
Barracks, Copthorne, Shrewsbury SY3
8LZ. Telephone Shrewsbury 52234 (or
Shrewsbury mil) ext415. Hours: Mon
to Fri 10-12 and 2-4.

The Light Infantry Museum,

‘James II'...
the monarch who started it all

from their staffs to prevent them
from falling into enemy hands after
defeat at Saratogain 1977. Having
hid them for eight years in captivity
he presented them to George III.
In Flanders in 1793 the Colonel
of the 14th Foot ordered his
drummers to strike up the Revol-
utionary air, ‘Ca Ira,” which the
enemy had been singing (‘Come
on lads, let’s break the scoundrels
with their own damn tune’) and so
established the regimental march
for today’s Prince of Wales’s Own
Regiment of Yorkshire.

At Waterloo The King’s

Light Division Depot, Sir John Moore
Barracks, Copthorne Road, Shrews-
bury SY38LZ. Telephone Shrewsbury
52234 (or Shrewsbury mil) ext 438.
Hours: Mon to Fri 9-12 and 2-4.30.
Closed public holidays.

1st The Queen’s Dragoon Guards
Regimental Museum, Clive House,
College Hill, Shrewsbury SY1 1LZ.
Telephone Shrewsbury 54814. Hours:
Mon to Sat 10-5, closed Sun, Good
Friday and 25 Dec.

The Shropshire Yeomanry and
Shropshire RHA Museum, Terri-
torial House, Sundorne Road, Shrews-

Dragoon Guards had so few men
left that their officers and sergeants
messed together — a custom
continued by the 1st The Queen’s
Dragoon Guards on the anniver-
sary of the battle.

During the Crimean War,
Private Samuel Parkes of the 4th
Light Dragoons (Queen’s Royal
Irish Hussars) was at the Charge of
the Light Brigade. He received his
country’s newest and highest award
at Queen Victoria’s first investiture
for recipients of the Victoria Cross.

At Jellalabad in 1841, the 13th
Foot (The Somerset Light In-
fantry) held the last remaining

YOUR GUIDE TO ARMY MUSEUMS

bury SY1 4RL. Telephone Shrews-
bury 50605. Hours: Mon to Fri 9-4.
STAFFORD. 16th/5th The Queen’s
Royal Lancers and The Stafford-
shire Yeomanry Regimental
Museum, Kitchener House, Lam-
mascote Road, Stafford ST16 3TA.
Telephone Stafford 45840. Hours: Mon
to Fri 10-1 and 2-4 except public
holidays.

STRENSALL. The Yorkshire Regi-
ments Museum, Queen Elizabeth
Barracks, Strensall, Yorks. Telephone
Strensall 233 (or Strengall mil) ext 25.
Hours: Mon to Fri 10-12.30 and 2-2.30.

outpost against Afghan tribesmen
in a long and arduous seige. They
were there when Doctor Brydon
staggered in — the sole survivor of
a column of 4,500 which had been
making its way from Kabul back to
India.

In South Africa the section led
by Corporal Knight, the King’s
(Liverpool) Regiment, (The King’s
Regiment) was virtually wiped out
by a strong force of Boers. Corporal
Knight got two survivors back to
his own lines, carrying one of them
over two miles, and won the VC.

Down in the Antartic, in a very
different type of conflict, Captain
Lawrence QOates (5th Royal Innis-
killing Dragoon Guards) walked
out into a blizzard to prevent
himself being a burden to the
remaining members of Captain
Scott’s polar party.

Corporal Thomas, 4th (Royal
Irish) Dragoon Guards (4th/7th
Royal Dragoon Guards) fired the
first shot for the British Army in
World War 1. Some four years
later the 2nd Battalion, The
Devonshire Regiment, was deci-
mated holding back a German
onslaught at Bois de Buttes. They
received a Croix de Guerre which
is still retained on the Colours of
the Devonshire and Dorset Regi-
ment.

Story: Robert Higson

Pictures: Paul Haley

In World War 2 Squadron
Sergeant Major Craddock, 3rd
Carabiniers (The Royal Scots
Dragoon Guards) pressed home
an armoured attack at Imphal after
all officers had been killed and with
Subahdar Ranbir Singh, st
Dogras, won the position.

It could only be the most cursory
glimpse of three eventful centuries,
but it gave a hint of the depth and
range of regimental tradition and
service. Appropriately the Tribute
was held in the presence of The
Queen Mother, who, as Colonel-
in-Chief of half the tercentenary
regiments, is due for a busy time
during this summer’s celebrations.
® How the regiments will
celebrate their 300th birthdays.
A report in the next issue of
SOLDIER.

The Regimental Museum of the
York and Lancaster Regiment has
been transferred to the Metropolitan
Borough of Rotherham and will be
housed in the Brian O'Malley Arts
Centre. The new museum will be
officially opened on Saturday, 16
March.

Correction: The Museum of Army Flying
at Middle Wallop (featured in this series
in our 14 January issue) has altered its
opening hours. They are: until 31 March
Tues to Fri 10-4; Sar, Sun and Bank
Hols 12-4. 1 April onwards ll year round
open daily 10-4. 30 (closed Christmas and
New Year).
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FROM
PROFESSIONAL SOLDIER

If you are about to leave the service, or you are in
your last six months, then why not join another
professional team.

‘Perhaps the bravest man
Iever | Sk
knew...

and now,
he cannot

bearto
turna
corner

Six-foot-four Sergeant ‘Tiny’ G"t"r"e, DCM, was perhaps the
bravest man his Colonel ever knew.

But now, after seeing service in Aden. after being booby-trapped
and ambushed in Northern Ireland. Sergeant ‘Tiny’ cannot bear to
turn a corner. For fear of what is on the other side.

[t is the bravest men and women from the Servcies who suffer
most from mental breakdown. For they have tried. each one of them.
to give more, much more, than they could in the service of our Country.

We look after these brave men and women. We help them at
home, and in hospital. We run our own Convalescent Home and.
for those who are homeless and cannot look after themselves in the
community, our Hostel gives permanent accommodation. For others,
there is our Veterans' Home where they can see out their days in peace.

These men and women have given their minds to their Country
If we are to help them, we must have funds. Do please help us with a
donation.and with a legacy too, perhaps. The debt is owed by all of us.

lan Mattison joined in January 1984. Formerly a
Captain in the Royal Engineers salary of £10,000
pa, now a Manager salary of £24,000 pa.

Bryan Foulger joined in January 1984. Formerly a
WOII in the Royal Signals salary of £11,000 pa,
now an Executive Associate salary of £19,500 pa.

Two examples of successful associates in a rapidly
expanding company. Would you like to be as
successful? Then call lan or Bryan on 01-439 7486.

or write to.

Davenport Financial & Investment Services Limited
Sutherland House

5-6 Argyll Street

London W1V 1AD

10
PROFESSIONAL CONSULTANT
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"They've given more than they could— please give as much as you can’

€X-SERDICES MENTAL WELFARE SOCIETY

Broadway House, The Broadway, Wimbledon SW19 1RL. Tel: 01-543 6333
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MOTHERS DAY 17th MARCH

Let us send your mother
a personalised Beacon Message ‘
FEngraved verse on gilt plate mounted on real wood plaque

“EVERYONE SAYS THAT
A SERVICEMAN HAS SOME
SPECIAL QUALITIES”

We agree! As a company we like to employ staff with
the broad experience gained from Service life. If you
are planning to leave the Service and would like to
discuss the opportunities of a fresh career with a
modern Life Assurance Company — then please
complete the coupon:

To MUM
From PETER

ONLY
A Mothers heart with love

overflows ( £3.99
On her vou can depend 3 INC. P&P
Because of alf the love she shows ]

You know she's vour best friend

VERSE 14

For a complete cost of only £3.99 we will send your Béacon
Message to any UK or BFPO address.

WindsorLife i

Assurance Compamy Lid
Windsor Lile Assurance Company Lrd. T
Royal Albert Houte. Windsar

Berks S14 18E Vil Y16 Who's the one who wipes your tears
To be a Mother is my aim And holds you tight when you have fears
One day I will be 100 Who turns your wrongs into rights
I only hope that when | am And stays beside you through the night
I'm half as good as you Mother dear you know it's you

This is to tell you | know 100

Y17 When you fall down who helps vou V18 Thanks you MUM for what | am
When you feel blue who cheers you To you | owe so much
Whao pulls you our when you ger siuck No other teacher could | name
Whao pushes prods and steers you For you they could not 1ouch
Mother dear these things you do I hope that when it comes my turn
Reward you never mention And I'm a parent fvo
To show my special thanks to you Thar I am to my children
Is mow my first intention Just as good as you

Please complete this coupon and send to!
Corby Trophy and Souvenir Co Ltd, 46 Rockingham Road, Corby, Northants, NN17 1AD,

| am interested in o career with Windsor Life, please send me some details:

I IS A I I b I I I I A I I Il NI IS S SIS ol S I I

— — — — — ———— — — — — — — — — —

To: Services Linison Manager, Windsor Life Assurance Company Ltd, | 1 enclose £3.99 for my Beacon message to be sent to

Royal Albert House, Windsor, Berkshire SL4 1BE. Telephone: Windsor 68144
RANK ® @

NAME ADDRESS 3 <ot I L0 o S Al Fiim 4L 0 i ool

| ADDRESS |
PERSONALISED PLATE
S52/85 —— ; R ik i = Verse No

A A
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THE January cold spell took
many by surprise: and low
temperatures naturally put an
extrastrain on central heating.

This was especially the case
in- Army quarters where one
winter you may have gas, and
next posting solid fuel, elec-
tricity or oil, not to mention
storage heaters.

Unfortunately, some of the
systems installed have been
less than reliable or adequate.

They are expensive to run,
but at the time of installation
were thought to be ideal.

Some, 10 years or more on,
are proving disastrous.

So | was not surprised when
| had a phone call one evening
regarding a heating problem
concerning anumber of houses
on an Army patch.

The faulty heating system
had first been reported in early
December, and others before
that. In fact, the central heating
was not working. Secondary
heating, an electric fireand one
or two convector heaters were
given.

This is totally inadequate for
families when temperatures dip.

Thedelay in repairing central

heating may be the lack of
spare parts, the contractor not
doing his job, no contractor yet
appointed, inadequate super-
vision or a hundred other
reasons.

This is no consolation for the
family, who cannot withold the
rent, like council house tenants,
rush to their local councillor,
or speak to the newspapers.

They reportit, hope, and suf-
fer — or go outand buy second
hand or new expensive forms
of heating — paraffin or gas
cylinders at nearly £10 a week
if kept on for most of the time.

So what goes wrong when
the 48 hours emergency repair
system fails? What remedial
action should be taken? What
explanation is given to the
families?

Surely the tricky central
heating systems are known. ..
the ones that cause problems,
the ones for which spares are
difficultto find, the ones which
are dueto bereplaced. In these
areas there must be a system
to cope with the unexpected.

Yet one phone call from me
the next day to the correct
person, ensured that within 12

hours adequate secondary
forms of heating could be
found. The problem | am told
is “communication”.

If on the other hand, heating
systems cannot be repaired in
a reasonable time, then surely
perhaps an automatic rent
reduction percentage return of
fuel bills paid, would give some
recompense for the incon-
venience and extra expense.

On the other hand, in quarter
patches where systems are
suspect or prone to break down
then an automatic issue of
adequate alternative forms of
heating should be available.
And that in such quarters at
the beginning of winter, new
occupants are advised of the
procedure to acquire extra
forms of heating.

But whatever is decided then
let's try and ensure that the
families are keptin the picture.
In very cold weather many
Service families buy second
hand heaters. To such pur-
chasers | say: check and be
safe — rather than sorry.

Portable heaters can cause
fires if they're not properly
looked after. If you have

HOW many times have parents
waited and worried about their
children flying across the world?

Thoughts made even worse by
picturing them struggling through
the thousands of passengers who
throng Heathrow’s Terminal 3
awaiting inter-continental flights
to Africa, America and the Far East.

Last year 14,000 children made
such journeys on British Airways
flights, among them a fair per-
centage of Service children.

British Airways realised that this
group of young travellers were
rather left out in the cold so they
have come up with a scheme which
I am sure will help parents, escorts
and the children to have less worry
and a more comfortable time.

Their new check-in and lounge
facility for young fliers was opened
in time for the last holiday rush, so
I went to see what was offered.

Special signs direct you to the
Young Fliers check-in adjacent to
Terminal 3. Here each traveller
follows the procedure of a normal
check-in, passport, ticket, baggage
and now a special name card, but
in a warm, bright, friendly
atmosphere and trained and dis-
tinctive smiles greet you from the
specially selected BA hostesses
(men and women) who have
volunteered for a tour of duty with
these special travellers.

Each flight has an in-flight
hostess who meets youngsters at
the check-in.

The ‘Snoopy’ phone rings
continually but as this mini-
terminal has ample staff there is
time to answer questions from “I
am hungry”, “lost my cap”,
delayed flights or harrassed escorts,
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Smiling welcome from hostess

or guardians worried about catch-
ing their trains home.

All problems are solved in this
bright modern facility. When
formalities were over I found first-
time traveller nine-year-old
Suzanne Matthews sitting in the
TV lounge.

Her journey from Northern
Ireland to' Belize via Heathrow
and Miami was made so much

easier now she was under the wing
of her in-flight hostess. Likewise
brother and sister Edward and
Helen Hughes glued to 3D video
games, also en route to Belize.

Their guardians were much
relieved at not having to check-in
at the main terminal.

One member of the cabin crew
is given special responsibility for
care of young children, ‘B’ Lady

portable electric heaters, check
that the heating element is free
from dust and make sure that
the wiring isn't frayed or brittle.

Oil heaters should be cleaned
regularly, especially the heat-
ing and reflective surfaces, and
tested in the open air until
properly adjusted.

If you've a butane gas heater,
check the tubing isn't cracked,
especially at the connections.
Ideally, any rubber tubing used
with gas appliances should be
replaced every two years.

If you're not sure whether
your portable heater is safe,
why not get an engineer to
check it for you?

JL AL (_L\m e
Home tel: Camberley 2653

on 747 and rear gallery purser on
the Tristars.

Arriving at Terminal 3 Hostesses
wearing a distinctive new uniform
will have the responsibility of
handing over the young flyers to
the parent/guardian or escort.

These are only some of British
Airways new initiatives. They are
undertaking to make travelling for
their young fliers easier, safer and
more enjoyable and with no extra
cost on the ticket.

This positive help can only
relieve the worry parents go
through, especially when delays
occur. Once in the BA Young
Fliers lounge your child will be
well looked after.

Legal help, with Legal Aid
IF YOU have a problem
concerning divorce, main-
tenance, hire purchase,
road or work accidents,
tribunals, jobs, housing,
rent, eviction, repairs, debt,
Social Security claims,
crime, wills and most other
problems, there are leaflets
with a coupon on which
you can request the name
of a solicitor near to your
home.

The leaflets ‘Want Legal
Help?', ‘'Get Legal Aid'and
‘Legal Aid' are available
from CABs AFABS or write
to: The Law Society, 113
Chancery Lane, London,
WC24 1PL. 01 242 1222.
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Last week I was informed by my
husband’s Unit Pay Office that
my claim for an ‘ex gratia’ payment
of Maternity Allowance by MoD
has been turned down. I still think
the decision is unfair — and I do
not want to give up trying yet.
However, I do not know the next
best course of action.

It seems to me that I have been
in the wrong place at the wrong
time as far as eligibility for benefit
goes. I worked in the UK and paid
full-rate NT contributions for six
years up to April 81.

I then accompanied my husband
on posting to Hong Kong. Although
I worked full time in Hong Kong
from June 81 to November 83
(employed by the Army), I did
not pay any NI contributions for
that period.

I was not aware that I was able
to, and I was certainly not aware
that by not doing so I would be
ineligible for benefit when I started
a family.

I became pregnant whilst we
were on inter-tour leave in UK on
route from Hong Kong to Hamelin.

Had 1 fallen pregnant within
my first year in Hong Kong (I

tried) I would have been eligible
for benefit.

As soon as I got to Hamelin I
started looking for a job — but
there were none to be had at that
time. If I had not fallen pregnant
until I had found a job I would
also have been eligible for benefit.
It would appear that, after two
years of trying, I fell pregnant at
the wrong time.

I do understand the system —
and I realise that I have no
contributions in the ‘right’ year.
But, surely, the other six years must
count for something?

Surely there is a case —
especially for Army wives who,

through no fault of their own spend
periods of their working life abroad
for the system to be amended so
that benefits could be paid on a
‘pro rata’ basis. Women could then
be sure of getting some return for
the amount of contributions they
had paid.

I would be most grateful for
any advice you can give.

MRS E, GERMANY
® [ am extremely disturbed at the
growing number of cases where our
wives are falling into this trap.

The loss of Maternity Allowance
is a considerable blow, espectally
when it 15 solely due to a husband’s
posting, and in some cases full

employment has continued overseas.

Wives appeal! And continue to
appeal against such decisions. It is
the only way to highlight this
injustice.

I have written to both Hong Kong
and MoD 1o help clarify this
posttion. :

Meanwhile, do check your position
on ALL benefits BEFORE you
are posted to Hong Kong.

WATCH THE
WORDING
ON THIS FORM. . .

A NUMBER of wives returning
to UK after working in Germany
on the British ‘net’ (Naafi, SSVC,
MOD) have received a form CF(N)
982A, to complete for a claim for
UK Unemployment Benefit.

If you have worked for the
British then you need only fill in
Question 1 and 2 and sign the form.
But if you put the WRONG
answer for Question 1 and 2 you
will have to complete the long and

. complicated form.

This problem arose four years
ago, so I pointed this out to the
DHSS, asked if the form could be

altered, and it was.

Some service wives put place of
employment down as Germany.
Yes, you were stationed in Germany
but NOT EMPLOYED on the
German economy.

If you worked on the EEC
German economy, for a German
firm, then you will have to
complete this form.

The PCLUs should have a copy
so you can check the information
you will need prior to leaving
Germany or EEC countries.

The following is a guide to Army
wives in completing CF(N) 982A
— if they were employed by a
British source of payment:

CF(N) 982A. Example —

Q Please state whether you have
at any time been employed in
Germany.

A Yes, but paid by the British,
NOT on the German economy.
Q Whether you have at any time
been insured under that country’s
scheme for unemployment benefit.
A No, pay UK Contributions
Class 1.

Q Whilst abroad did you work
for the employer by whom you
were employed in Great Britain?
A Write the UK address ie
NAAFI, SSVC, YWCA, MoD
etc.

Q If “yes”, please state the name
and address in Great Britain of
the employer.

A Paid by the British.

Q Your nationality.

Q Yeour place of birth.

Q If you are a woman, and are
married, widowed or divorced,
your maiden name.

THE British Schools Exploring
Society 1985 Summer programme
will take two expeditions of 16'; to
20 year olds to the exciting and
adventurous areas of South East
Greenland and Alaska.

The month-long expedition to
Greenland has been opened up to
those with a disablement which
would normally debar them from
joining a major youth expedition
overseas.

The six week expedition will go
to the Copper River area of the
Chugach mountains, America’s
‘last frontier’.

Both expeditions will complete
a full scientific programme, and
train and execute group expedi-
tions in an arctic-alpine environ-
ment.

The youngsters learn from the
experience of working as a member
of a team under adverse conditions
and for a long period, but work
too is included.

General reports have to be filed,
along with specific scientific papers
for publication, so all the young
explorers hope that they will gain
the maximum benefit and enjoy-
ment. :

The cost, £850 to SE Iceland
and [£1,450 for Alsaska, means
raising the money!

This is considered to be part of
the individual challenge to an
expedition member’s drive and
initiative, but the Society can help
and advise.

No-one who has made the
commitment and effort to raise the
contribution, but has been unable
to meet it in full has been denied a
place.

Application forms may be
obtained from the Executive
Director, The BSES, The Royal
Geographical Society, 1 Kensing-
ton Gore, London, SW7 2AR.
Large SAE please.

How observant are you?

These two pictures look alike but they differ in ten details.
Look at them carefully. You can check your answers by turning to page 40.




YOU’LL FIND YOUR YEARS AS A SOLDII
- GOOD TRAINING FOR A CAREER IN THE POLICE

If you're used to wearing khaki then vou won't
find blue serge too uncomfortable.

You'llknow already what itis towear a uniform,
torepresentauthority among ordinary people who
may or may not respect it.

You'll also have those qualities of initiative, re-
sponsibility and decisiveness most of our Officers
have to learn the hard way, out on the streets.

There are other similarities too. In the Police
you work as part of a team. You'll rely on your
mates just as they'll rely on you in times of trouble.
And you’ll earn good money. If you're over 22 you
start on £8,442, and there’s free housing or a gener-
ous rent allowance on top. It’s even more in London.
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From day one vou'll be on about the same pay
as a Staft Sergeant. But without the mess bills.

But there are differences too.

Youwon'thave a gun anylonger. And you'llbe
more in the public Ordinary folk will look to
vou for help and advice.

You'll need more tact, sympathy and courtesy
than the army probably ever expected.

The other big difference, of course, is that we
won't post you here, there and everywhere.

If vou've seen (.nHUL,]l of the world, we offer
youthe chance togetto know your own neighbout -
hood at last.

If vou're under 40, and fit, you could go farin

R
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Civvy Streetasa Police Officer.Vacanciesare open
58" (172¢m), and women over
m).Now, ifyou'dlike to cutthe Sergeant
\IJ]UT out of your life, cut out the coupon now

l'o: Police Careers (England and Wales), Room 62
The Home Office, 50 Queen Anne’s Gate, London SW1H 94
[ Please send me further details
Name:

{ Address:

‘ ” I).m of Birth:

|POLICE @?— OFFICER



Guards
reveal
drill




U T FIRST sight it looks a bit odd. The rifle, for all its

aggressive modern appearance, seems no bigger than
a child’s toy. At the shoulder it nestles under the arm
with the butt supported in the palm of the hand: “at

ease” it is held across the body in a manner not unlike an axe

ready for the next strike.

But as Lance Sergeant Nigel
James, of the Coldstream Guards,
said, it is all a question of what
you are accustomed to. He was
one of six instructors from the
Guards Depot, Pirbright, who
gave the first public demon-
stration of the British Army’s
arms drill, revised to meet the
dimensions of its new SAS80
Individual Weapon.

Twenty years ago some modi-
fications had to be made when the
SLR (self loading rifle) replaced
the old Lee Enfield ,303. But at
least those firearms were of
comparable length which meant
they could be rested on the
ground for the “at ease” and
“‘attention” positions.

The IW SA 80, however, is
over a foot shorter. It retains a

similar barrel length for accuracy, -

but by placing the trigger well
forward of the firing mechanism
the designers have achieved an

26

overall length of 785mm (2" 7").

For those units, whose acti-
vities these days concentrate on
field exercise rather than drill, it
may all seem a matter of academic
interest. But the Guards are
obliged to maintain the standards
of parade square smartness in
addition to their fighting abilities
and to them, quite naturally, fell
the job of devising a method of
drilling with the new weapon.

Warrant Officer 2 Drill Sergeant
Vincent McEllin, Irish Guards,
who commanded the demonstra-
tion at the School of Infantry
Warminster, was asked whether
the job had presented any prob-
lems.

“Yes, it did actually,” he
replied, “because of the factors
laid down. First it had to have a
typical British style to it. We
couldn’t deviate by bringing the
rifle across the body and swinging
the arm as, for example, the

 YOU'LL GE

USEDTO IT

Americans do.

“Then obviously the other
point was the weight and size of
the weapon. It couldn’t be rested
on the ground, but at the same
time it was pretty weighty if you
are in a long parade to keep it at
the shoulder for any length of
time.”

The solution was to have the
rifle held by both hands horizon-
tally across the body in the “at
ease” position, This meant an
important change in the method
of coming to attention, for it was
decided that it would look too
messy to do everything at once.

The solution was to have the
rifle held by both hands horizon-
tally across the body in the “at
ease” position. This meant an
important change in the method
of coming to attention, for it was
decided that it would look too

messy to do everything at once.

Under the new system ““shoulder
arms” will precede ‘‘attention”
and the command “stand-at-ease”
will come before the instruction
“order arms”’.

This was the foremost of four
changes mentioned by Drill Ser-
geant McEllin. The others were
the position of the rifle at the
shoulder, with the hand under the
butt, the fixing of bayonets at the
shoulder position, and the unfix
with the rifle supported entirely
between the knees.

“I suppose it looks funny to
start with, but that’s what they
said when the SLR took over
from the 303,” said Lance Ser-
geant James. “Once it has been
seen it will get accepted. I don’t
think it will pose any real
problems. i

“It will be a lot"quicker for the

e —

recruits because they don’t know
any arms drill and you can teach
them straight away. But if you’ve
done SLR drill and you're
converting back it doesn’t take
long at all. Most of the move-

Story:
Robert Higson

ments are the same except the
stand-at-ease and the order arms.
All the drill movements you do
with the SLR can be done with
this rifle equally as well, if you can
get used to the size of it — that’s
the main thing.”

Another member of the demon-
stration squad, Lance Sergeant
Steven Bartholomew, Coldstream
Guards, gave the new drill his full

endorsement — ““Once you get
used to it it’s very good — very
simple to learn.”

And Lance Sergeant Paul
Cunliffe, Welsh Guards, had a
special word of commendation for
the optical sight which will be
issued with the new weapon only
to infantry units.

His interest, on this occasion,
wasn’t solely with its undoubted
ability to improve marksmanship.
He said it provided a very good
grip for the forearm when the rifle
was at the shoulder.

The new rifle, of course, comes
with a new bayonet, and the
demonstration squad wore theirs
in the special scabbard which
again will be issued only to
Looks funny to start with, but...

Warrant Officer 2 Vincent McEllin

infantry units. An arms drill
demonstration, however, was not
the time to show off the special
properties of this new kit — its
self contained hacksaw blade and
its ability, by slotting the bayonet
onto the scabbard, to form an
effective pair of wire cutters.
Footnote: It is unlikely that
members of the public will get a
chance to see the SA80 drill either
this year or the next. The word is
that they won’t be changing the
drill at Buckingham Palace until
at least 1987.
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EARLY 4,000 postsin

the Army have been

re-allocated to combat

elements after a very
close scrutiny of the support
sector, Major General Colin
Shortis, the Director of Infantry,
told a gathering of journalists at
Warminster.

The occasion was a Press visit
to the School of Infantry at which
a whole range of new kit — from
the most modern Mechanised
Combat Vehicle to the latest pair
of socks — was put on show.

Major General Colin Shortis

NEW
RIFLE
AND NEW

COMBAT
NUMBERS

The Director spoke with en-
thusiasm about the equipment
which will be introduced over the
next 10 years or so at a cost spread
over the same period of some £2.5
thousand million. There was
great confidence, he said, in the
decisions that had been made and
the new kit that was coming in.

But manpower was another
matter. The infantry was still the
Army’s largest corps, represent-
ing 27 per cent of the total, but it
had been examined particularly
carefully in the rigorous search

for savings in manpower.

“If you've got a tank that
requires three men to operate it —
driver, commander, gunner —
then there’s no argument about
the number of men required,”
General Shortis said. “But if you
are dealing with something like
the infantry whose job it is to
work on their feet and close with
the enemy it is very difficult to
produce objective evidence that
you must have eight men in that
section otherwise it will fail.”

Nevertheless the Director of

Infantry was confident that the
Army’s mechanised battalions in
Germany could cope with their
numbers and that the NATO
reinforcement battalions were of
adequate size and strength.

However it was acknowledged
that the home defence battalions
had been reduced to inadequate
strength. Work was now going on
to put men back into those
battalions by the close scrutiny of
the support sector.

“I would like to have some-
thing like 24 men extra for each,”
General Shortis said, “but I think
I will probably end up with
something like half that number
which, on the principle of half a
cake being better than no cake at
all, I'll settle for.

Latest
on new

equipment

- Page 30

Lee Enfield .303, 1902

7.62mm Self-loading rifle (SLR), 1955

5.56mm SA 80 Individual Weapon, 1985
——Poor light optical sight

30.3 inches ——

|
—

New rifle is not just for ceremonial, of course, put for the infantryman of
the future in action

Nothing cantankerous. ..

DIVISIONAL HQ of the Light Division at Winchester
hasn't yetacquired an SA80 so they are unable to say how
their distinctive drill style will be maintained with the new
rifle.

Traditionally troops of The Light Division have pre-
served certain parade ground differences to emphasise
their separate origins. In the days of muskets, serrie:
ranks and scarlet jackets they were green-clad riflemen
trained to move quickly. Even now they carry theirriflesat
the trail rather than the shoulder as a symbolic reminder
that they are always ready for action. .

Lieutenant Colonel Robin Gamble, the Divisional Chief
of Staff, told SOLDIER that they had noted with interest
what was proposed by the Guards for the Army as a
whole. In due course they would see whether traditional
aspects of Light Division drill could be incorporated.

“| promise you there will be no cantankerous ways of
doing it simply to be different,” Colonel Gamble added.
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TABLE LAMP & QUARTZ DOUBLE ELECTRIC STEAM
CARRIAGE CLOCK BLANKET IRON

DOUBLE INFRA-RED DEEP FAT
DUVET 2 RIMAGRILL FRYER

_lust what Ive dways wanted’

The gift of your choice is free when your first order is accepted.
Tick the appropriate box and apply for your new Spring/Summer Kays
catalogue now.
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Your (or your husband's) rank

No -
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The right to refuse any application is reserved ! O F WO RC ESTE R
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THINKING THROUGH EFFECTS OF NEW...

HE infantry has always

prided itself on the re-

source of its individuals.

In no other arm, they say,
can the ordinary soldier achieve
such responsibility for his own
destiny.

New rifle — new look

Major General Colin Shortis,
the Director of Infantry, put it
this way: “The sailor in his ship or
the crewman in his tank doesn’t
control his destiny. Its his captain
or commander who decides which
way they are going to head and
what they are going to do.

“But it is the infantryman on
the ground, though he may have
his mates around him, who will
make the decision when the time
comes whether he gets up and
goes forward or whether he stays
where he is. And therefore
anything which is going to give
him the moral strength and the
courage to go forward must be
totally justified.”

General Shortis was talking
about the British Regimental
system as a tried and tested
method of giving the soldier this
sort of moral support. But his
remarks were also applicable to a
range of new equipment which
will come into service over the
next decade to give the infantry-
man the assurance of greater
mobility, greater firepower, bet-
ter surveillance and more pro-
tection.

Its been 20 years since the
introduction of the self loading
rifle and the first tracked APCs,
but now the infantry is preparing
a much greater enhancement of
its fighting capabilities.

For somebody like Brigadier
Tony Pollard, the Commandant

MCV80 — quantum jump

&

Brigadier Tony Pollard

‘‘We’ve got to evolve
the best tactics’

of the School of Infantry at
Warminster, this is undoubtedly
a challenging and exciting time.

“You saw the cannon on the
MCV 80 today,” he said after a
firepower demonstration, ‘‘you
saw it knocking out pieces of
armour at up to 1,000 metres.
There are going to be 45 of those
in a battalion.

“That’s a quantum jump. Put
that alongside Milan, LAW 80
and the soldier properly equipped
to survive in the nuclear environ-
ment and you’ve got a very tough
nut to crack.

“What we've got to do now is to
think through the effects of the
new equipment, how it will effect
the infantryman’s ability to fight
and survive. And when we have
done that we've got to evolve the
best tactics and put them into
practice. Now we are 2oing to
have to start teaching those
probably in two years time.”

Brigadier Pollard added that he

would soon be going to Germany,
where most of the new kit will
find its first home, to confer with
those who would be responsible
for its use.

Advice would be sought from
allies, particularly the West Ger-
man Army which, in some ways,
was in advance of Britain in the
field of infantry combat vehicles,
having had its Marder in service
for over five years.

Many of the promised innova-
tions will not be seen for some
time, but this year will see the first
issue of the Small Arms for the
Eighties (SAB80), probably
around November. The Indivi-
dual Weapon is designed to
replace both the SLR and the
SMG, while the SA80 Light
Support Weapon (LSW) will take
over from the GPMG in its light
role and the LMG. Both weapons
fire new light weight NATO
standard 5.56 mm ammunition.

LAW 80 (Light Anti Tank

r
Spyglass — light with it




... INFANTRY EQUIPMENT

Weapon for the Eighties) will
commence issue to units next
year. This platoon level close
range anti-armour weapon has
the capacity to attack tanks front
on and will replace both the
66mm M72 and the Carl Gustav.
It incorporates a spotting rifle
developed by the Royal Small
Arms Factory, Enfield.

Improvements to the long-
serving 81lmm Medium Mortar
will be trialled this year for
introduction in the following two
years. These include an improved
bipod and a series of simplified
wet efficient charge systems.

Full deployment of the MCV80
(Mechanised Combat Vehicle
for the Eighties) will commence
in 1988, replacing the current
AFV 432 in the mechanised
companies. MCV80 is a major
step forward for the infantry in
terms of mobility, protection and
firepower. Now equipped with a
power operated door it can accom-
modate a full eight-man section,
plus commander and driver, and
packs a powerful punch with its
30mm Rarden cannon.

This vehicle is also equipped
with the new Hughes Chain
Gun — a 7.62mm electrically
driven weapon which can let rip
with 520 rounds a minute. Spent
cartridges are ejected forward out
of the vehicle in a way designed to
reduce fumes by over 90 per cent.

In time, Saxon — the new
wheeled armoured transport for
non mechanised BAOR-committee
battalions — will get the Chain
Gun. But the first Saxons, which

Otis: man portable

have now been on issue for about
six months, have had to make do
with the GPMG for self defence.

Early in 1987 mechanised
battalions will start to be equip-
ped with the capacity to fire and
guide missiles from under armour.
This will come with the introduc-
tion of the Milan Compact
Turret (MCT) which has been
incorporated into the Alvis Spar-
tan light tracked armoured vehicle.

Milan itself has been in service
with infantry barttalions for some
years, but the capability of this
medium range anti-tank guided
missile system has been enhanced
by one of the new range of
Thermal Imaging sights now
coming into Service.

Thermal images register heat
and so can be used in total
darkness or dense fog, unlike the
current vision intensifier sights
which need some degree of light
to register anything.

MIRA (the Milan Infra Red
Adaptor Thermal Imaging
sight) commenced deployment
six months ago, but two other TI
sights, designed to enhance mor-
tar fire direction capabilities, will
not be on issue until mid 1986.
These are Otis, a man portable
imager intended for mechanised
reconnaissance platoons, and Spy-
glass, a lighter version for non
mechanised surveillance.

The ability of these sights to
‘see’ through smoke or dust is
greatly improved by having their
detectors super cooled to tem-
peratures below — 190° Centi-
grade.

This is achieved with com-
pressed air from small bottles

New mask: drinking facility

which are tested to 9,0001bs a
square inch, but usually filled to
no more than 4,000, The air has to
be completely free of contamina-
tion and moisture which means
that special equipment and special
care is needed to replenish the
bottles.

Apart from being able to see
better the modern infantryman
will have a better chance of
detecting chemical weapons be-
fore they get to him. NAIAD
(Nerve Agent Immobilised
Enzyme Alarm and Detector)
and CAM (Chemical Agent
Monitor) are both NBC warning

NAIAD: NBC warning device

systems. :

NAIAD, can be located away
fro a troop position and give
either visual or audible alarms on
indicators connected to it by
landline. It commenced deploy-
ment to the Infantry eight months
ago.

CAM, a hand held monitor
designed to give a continuous and
reliable reading of the degree of
contamination, will be issued
early next year.

Finally the Personal Load
Carrying Equipment (PLCE).
The new design, with its detach-
able patrol packs, is intended to
replace the 1958 pattern of
personal webbing equipment cur-
rently in service, and incorporates
many of the lessons learnt in the
Falklands campaign. PLCE is
still undetgoing troop trials but
should be in full production in
1987.
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HROUGHOUT this year
sixty-five British service-
men and women, mostly
from the Army, will be
part of what has a good claim to be
the biggest bug hunt in history.
Divided into three teams, each
of which will do a four month tour
of duty, they are providing support
for 150 international scientists
investigating the insect life of a
remote Indonesian rain forest.
The year long study has been
named Project Wallace in honour
of Alfred Russell Wallace, the
famous naturalist who was a
contemporary of Charles Darwin

and also a pioneer of the theory of

evolution.

Wallace was once president of

the Royal Entomological Society
of London which has at the
moment a couple of important

birthday in 1983 and the centenary
of its Royal Charter in 1985.

According to Dr Bill Knight,
the society’s honorary secretary and
the scientific director of Project
Wallace, the idea was to mark the
anniversaries by retracing the steps
of their illustrious former presi-
dent.

Wallace travelled extensively in
South America and what were then
the Dutch East Indies during the
mid-19th Century, and his obser-
vations led him, independently, to
the same conclusions as Darwin
on the evolution of life.

Efforts

It was eventually concluded the
most useful results could be ob-
tained by concentrating efforts on
a small, comparatively unknown
region of Indonesia, not far from

said divided placental mammals
from the marsupials of Australia
and New Guinea.

Project Wallace has been de-
signed to look closely at some 100
square kilometres of rain forest in
the newly created Dumoga-Bone
National Park in northern Sulawesi
— the island formerly known as
Celebes.

Insect diversity and conserva-
tion is obviously an important
concern but the scientists will also
be looking to the effects of insects
on agriculture, health, and, at a
time when rain forest is vanishing
atan unprecedented rate, they will
explore the role of insects in forest
regeneration.

The Armed Forces became in-
volved in this venture as the result
of an appeal to the Ministry of
Defence for equipment and ex-

Lt Col Rose, left, and Dr Bill Knight thrash out the planning details of the project

Colonel Mike Allen, a Gurkha
officer and an entomologist in his
own right, was appointed field
leader.

Unfortunately his current post-
ing was as defence attache in
Kathmandu which meant that he
was too far away for much of the
planning. Another Gurkha officer,
Lieutenant Colonel Hugh Rose,
chief instructor at the Small Arms
Wing, School of Infantry, War-
minster, was nearer to hand and
gradually the job devolved on him.

Environment-

Colonel Rose is now not only
field leader, he is also the pro-
gramme director for the geo-
physical survey which servicemen
will undertake as their contribution
to the expedition’s quest for
knowledge.

Story: Robert Higson
Picture: Les Wiggs
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service presence will be, as Colonel
Rose put it, to create the environ-
ment in which the scientist can
work,

“It 1s our job to make sure the
base camp is running properly,”
he said. “That there is food for
them to eat, that repairs are done
to generators or vehicles. We will
run the communications network:
we will be responsible for medical
health, and evacuation from the
forest if anyone is bitten by
something nasty or falls out of a
tree.”

e e

As far as the Ministry of Defence
was concerned the venture was
in the nature of a Joint Services
adventurous training expedition.

Obviously, said Colonel Rose,
there was plenty of adventurous
training available for anyone who
had not been in a jungle before
simply in the business of learning
to operate in such an environment.

Access

But the adventurous training as-
pect did mean that servicemen
would have to be given the

opportunity to go diving, or caving
or climbing.

Climbing, not rocks but trees,
had the virtue of being highly
relevant to the main scientific
purpose of the expedition. In order
for the scientists to collect insects
from tree canopies, which could
be over 200 feet from the ground,
the servicemen would have to
provide means of access with their
climbing equipment.

Soservice personnel with climb-
ing experience have been among
Colonel Rose’s requirements, along
with those who knew something
about jungle survival, navigation,
entomology, ornithology, forestry,
geology and photography.

There was also a need for
surveyors, medical assistants, sign-
allers, mechanics and cooks.

Initially there were no volunteers
from the Army Catering Corps,
but this was corrected by a direct
approach to the Director of the
ACC who put out his own trawl to
come up with a list of names.

“One of the biggest concerns,”
said Colonel Rose, “was not just
the physical aspect of cooking, but
catering supervision, the ordering
and design of menus so that we
didn’t all go down with scurvy.”

Scientific expertise among the
servicemen had to be looked at
carefully. There are several fellows
of the Royal Entomological Society
serving in the forces and one from
each three services has a place in
the expedition.

“But, of course, I didn’t want
to overload the service teams with
entomologists,” Colonel Rose ex-
plained, ‘because their interests

would be torn between collecting
and working in a supportive role
which is what the servicemen are
there for.”

As field leader, Colonel Rose is
in charge of the first team which
will be in Sulawesi for the first
four months. They will be there
during the wet season and will have
the job of establishing the base
camp and the various sub camps
that will be located around the
2,000 metre ridge which runs
through the park.

Conditions are likely to be hot
and sticky — the national park lies
just above the equator — and there
should be plenty to keep the
servicemen occupied. They will be
dealing with scientists from In-
donesia (the Indonesian Institute
of Sciences is a co-sponsor of the
venture) and from Europe,
America, Australia and South East
Asia, including Japan. They will
also have to deal with a lot of non
human local inhabitants — snakes,
spiders, mosquitos, leeches, ticks
and many others.

Bitten

“Masses of nasties,” said Col-
onel Rose with relish. He is not an
entomologist himself, he just likes
expeditions. “I think people should
be warned that these things do
exist, but I think there is a danger
of overplaying them.

“Nonetheless there is always the
chance — and I suppose that’s
why they call it adventurous
training — that you will be bitten
by something, or that you will catch
something, or that something will
fall on you.”

mmalonas
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The ‘re-badging’ of the Royal
Pioneer Corps this week, will, they
hope, mark the start of a new public
image for the 2,000-strong Corps.

“For far too long we have been
known as a ‘pick and shovel mob,’”
said Corps Director Brigadier
Freddie Lucas, “and it is an image
which is wrong, out of date and
one we are determined to get rid
off.”

by

John Margetts

First move in the campaign to
portray the Corps in its modern
Army role comes with the presen-
tation of their new-look badge by
their Colonel-in-Chief, the Duke
of Gloucester, at the Corps
Training Centre at Northampton.

While the new badge (see page
37) depicts the historic role of the
Corps with crossed axes and a
sword, it should help squash a
common and long-held belief that
the main role of the RPC is to dig
holes and mend roads.

. Doubitless the pick, shovel and
rifle design of the outgoing badge
encouraged this view, “‘but those

days are over and gone,” said
Brigadier Lucas.

But despite the determination
and enthusiasm of the Brigadier
and his officers to give a boost to
the new-look of the Corps, they
claim that help from certain official
quarters (not Army) has not been
of the best.

To strengthen his point the
Brigadier produced two recruiting
posters, one in full colour featuring
a Royal Pioneer (now out of the
Army) going into action with an
SMG and his cap badge clearly
recognisable; the other pamphlet,
a small production for the Armed
Services Youth Training Scheme,
shows the same soldier flanked by
a sailor and an airman, but in this
picture his badge is distorted and
obscure.

Obviously bitter at what he
considered a slur on his Corps,
one inference to be drawn is that
the soldier was good enough for
the pamphlet, but the RPC badge
was not, the Brigadier confined
himself to saying: “It has not
escaped our notice.”

Stressing his faith in the quality
and ability of his officers and men
he said: “My Pioneers are every
bit as good as any other soldier in

the Army.

“The image of the ‘Chunkies’ is
changing — even that is a hangover
from the war years when Pioneers
unloaded ships carrying millions
of cans of pineapple chunks with

Brigadier Lucas: ‘Flexibility...’

the initials PC, hence the nick-
name.

“We are a working and fighting
Corps with just about every trade
represented in our ranks.

“The only difference between
our chaps and some other units
and corps is that our lads are not
formally qualified and so’cannot
claim trade pay.

“But because or soldiers have
so many unrecognised skills it
means they are jacks of all trades
and masters of many.

“Every job is represented from
slaughterman to undertaker, a task
they carried out during the
Falklands conflict.

“These skills give the Corps
flexibility, versatility and adapta-
bility, allowing us to tackle any
project anywhere. N

“Dog-handling, quarrying in the
South Atlantic . . . you name it, look
closely and you will see the RPC
involved.

“The net product, after training,
is a great Pioneer, a great and loyal
soldier as good as any. o

“When they join the Corps these
young men get the chance to
develop latent talents which evaded
them earlier because most have -
been denied the average start in
life through lack of educational
qualifications,”

Supporting the Brigadier,
Lieutenant Colonel Michael Le
Masurier, Commandant of the
RPC Training School, said: “The
Army doesn’t realise just how good
the RPC is. The old image was of
big, thick men. Nowadays, with
the new badge adding to our new
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look, we are a trained fighting force
in addition to being a large logistics
Corps.

“We have bright, young men
coming in who ask intelligent
questions and want intelligent
answers.”

To prove the point four recruits,
all with less than 36 hours
experience of Army life, told why
they joined the RPC and, in each
case said it was ‘because I wanted
to be a Pioneer’.

Only one, Tony Evans, 18, from
Cardiff, expressed a preference and
that was for the Paras. But
seemirgly his eyesight let him
down. The others, Dave Bladen,
23, from Barnsley, John Hay, 20,
from Liskeard and Henry Young,
19, from Lanarkshire, all said it
was a Pioneer’s life for them and,
while it was early days, all agreed
it was ‘great so far’.

Said Major Eddie Ferguson, OC
Pioneer Training Centre, and who
will be responsible for them over
the next 16 weeks: “We are not
looking for whiz kids or boy

mon sense.”

the list.

fork lift truck

Sergeant John Latimer, right, instructs Private Kevin Tyller on Hyster

Escorting some of the dead following the
Falklands conflict
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wonders, just good lads with com-

But while whiz kids and boy
wonders may be thin on the
ground, the Corps has had its fair
share of ‘stars’ with newspaper
tycoon Robert Maxwell topping

It’s well known that he arrived
penniless in the UK in 1940 after
fighting in France with the Czech
army. He joined the Pioneers,
building roads and bridges with

the Corps till 1944 when he
returned to France as a sergeant in
the Normandy invasion,

He was commissioned in the
field for outstanding bravery and
served with the West Surreys later
being decorated with the MC by
Field Marshal Lord Montgomery.

But Mr Maxwell is just one of
many top names to have served in
the Corps. Others include Chris-
topher Fry, playwright; Sydney
Wooderson, world mile record
holder; Nat Gonella, jazz trum-
peter; Coco the clown; Larry
Gains, boxer; Prof. A. M. Law,
scientist; Louis Hagen, author; Alf
Gover, England and Surrey
cricketer and a host of other
England and county players.

With this foundation to build
on and the introduction of a new-
style badge linked with a will to
stop being the underdogs of
military life, the future for the
Corps can’t be anything less than

TOSY.

A warmer setting for these Pioneers to demonstrate their fighting skills



Your Cap
Badge

ROYAL
PIONEER
CORPS

IN MARCH last year The
Queen graciously approved the
design of a new badge for the
Royal Pioneer Corps and we
are breaking the usual order of

precedence to allow this feature .

to coincide with its introduction

into service on 13 February.
A parade at Simpson Bar-

racks, Northampton will be

held in the presence of their
Colonel-on-Chief Prince
Richard, Duke of Gloucester,
who made a major contribution
to the design of the new badge.

Itis described as two pioneer
axes crossed in Saltire beneath
their heads and surmounted of
a pioneer sword and a laurel
wreath below, the same a scroll
inscribed Royal Pioneers and
the whole ensigned by a Royal
Crown all Argent.

By removing the pick and
shovel of the current badge the
outdated image of labouring is
eradicated; instead, the in-
clusion of the axes and sword
is at the same time traditional
and symbolic of the skills
required by members of the
Corps in discharging their
military support tasks.

On 17 October 1939 the
Auxiliary Military Pioneer Corps
was formed and took as its
badge that of the Labour Corps
which came into being in
February 1917.

Thetitle of the Corps changed
on 22 November 1940 to
Pioneer Corps.

The distinction “"Royal” was
given to the Corps by King
George VI on 28 November
1946.

The Corps, at its peak, was
probably the largest Corps in
the Army, including 12,000
officers; 166,000 British and
400,000 Commonwealth per-
sonnel.

The former badge is worthy
of mention described as arifle,
a shovel and a pick “piled” on
them a laurel wreath, all
ensigned with a crown.

Beneath, the motto “Labor
Omnia Vincit” (Work Conquers
All).

It was in gilding metal for
soldiers, officers badges were
silver plated HUGH L. KING
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Northern Ireland leather combat
gloves £12.00

All prices include postage and packing
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Cheques made payable to: SES Mail Order, 33 Greenfinch Close, Eastleigh,
Hants SO5 3JN. Tel: 0703 612417

I Name/Rank

. Address

J reve
l Retunto - GMC/MDRH, 30/40 London Road, Grantham, Lincs NG31 6EN, England. l
Y r F r r B B B 2 B B B B B B

EXPORT SALES

THROUGH
Grantham Motorsman oeaers
How can we help you?

A
* SPECIAL FORCES DISCOUNTSON | TEL. NOW! 0044 476 65195

TAX FREE PRICES
* EXTENSIVE FORD RANGE
* TOP PART EXCHANGE PRICES
* DELIVERY ANYWHERE

UK. TEL. 0476 65195
ASK FOR MARTYN HARRIS.

r------ CUT OUT COUPON/POST TODAY ------1

Model

Ly

=



BND 1032

BANDS ACROSS THE SEA
The Volunteer (Warwickshire) Band of the Royal
Regiment of Fusiliers
Bands of The Lorne Scots (Canada)
Director of Music: Captain M Rehill
Pipe Major: D McEachern
The 5th Bn of the Royal Regiment of Fusiliers and
the Lorne Scots have had a long association of
exchange visits, culminating in the making of this
record in St George’s Barracks, Sutton Coldfield,
earlier this year. So the musical programme reflects
the association of all the many regiments from which
the Fusiliers and Lorne Scots were orginated.

Gone, but not forgotten by any means, for such
tunes as Roval Fusiliers’ Avrrival in Quebec, Farewell
to Nova Scotia, Mon Ami, Northumbrian Airs,
Alouette, Die Normandie, and a medley of Cockney
Songs perpetuate their memory as here revived by
their successors. And nicely done too, by players
who probably don’t rehearse all that much. I found
the programme totally captivating, as will any old
soldier who hears it, for its evocation of times past,
and cementation of friendships present, a musical
confirmation of what soldiering is all about.

Variety is skilfully maintained by alternating the
combined bands, the pipes and drums, and both
together in 24 tracks which, in addition to those
already mentioned, include Mull of Kintyre,
Marching Songs of 1939-1945, Cockney Jocks, Now
is the Hour, Vaughan Williams’s lovely Linden Lea,
Fucik’s march Children of the Regiment, The Black
Bear, and Sunset with the National Anthems of both
countries.

From RRF, TAVR Centre, Green Road,
Coventry, price £5.60 inclusive.

KEEPERS OF THE PEACE
Band of the Royal Air Force Germany
Conductor: Sqn Ldr H B Hingley

The title of this one refers of course to the RAF’s

BND 1017

On the Record

with Rodney Bashford

role in Germany, and the music is entirely air-
orientated. The Squadron Leader himself provides
no less than six marches, four of which are known
as the Motto Marches and are named after the four
principal flying stations in RAF Germany. They
are Eine Feste Burg, Vallis Vesperis, Immer Bereit,
and To Seek and Strike, the mottos of those stations.
His other two marches are Keepers of the Peace and
Tornado, a concert march. All are expertly written,
varied in mood, and tuneful.

Sguadron is Anthony Isaacs’ music for the TV
series of that name, and highly atmospheric stuff it
is. Former Organising Director Roy Davies's march
Skywatch was a must, as was Jo Bergheim’s old
favourite The Skywriter. Paul Lincke’s great Berliner
Luft was.perhaps stretching the meaning of luft a
bit, but RAF Gatow justifies its inclusion. Alford’s
Holyrood seems to me a strange, and misguided,
choice of official march for the RAF Regiment. As
we in an older service know, a march familiar to all
in other contexts deprives the ‘owners’ of its
ownership.

A very fine programme indeed, and played by a
skilled band of players. But march lovers be warned.
The Motto Marches take up the whole of side two
and are extended essays in what we might call
symphonic language. Not for the lovers of
Washington Post and Colonel Bogey, which are
marches for marching to. These are for sitting and
listening to.

From Bandleader, 7 Garrick St, London
WC2, price £5.60 inclusive.

MEN OF MIGHT WK 30339
Band and Choir of The Royal Regiment of Wales
Conductor: Bandmaster A G O’Connor

The title of the record is taken from the opening
march by one Maretta, or perhaps vice versa. Maretta
is a name unknown to me but his march is fluent if
foreseeable. The men of might include HRH The
Princess of Wales, Duke Ellington, Frank Sinatra,
and Prussian cavalrymen, but presumably refers to
the Welsh in general and its Royal Regiment in
particular. A very pleasant tribute though, whoever
the recipient. The Princess of Wales is a tunc dedicated
to her at the time of the wedding, and the bridegroom
on that occasion is represented by a Salute to the
Prince of Wales by Major Derek Kimberley. The
only other Welshery is Ellis’s effective Welsh Patrol
and a well sung Guwahoddiad by the choir.

Salute the Duke is an arrangement by Paul Yoder
of four of Ellington’s greatest, Tribute to Sinatra
three of his, including My Way, all of which are
sung by Jones the Voice his way, which is to me
much more preferable. In September Song L/Cpl
Neville is the saxophone -soloist, and in the
Fehrbelliner Reitermarsch it's Mr O’Connor, who
achieves an authentic Prussian beat and tempo in
this oft ill-performed march. My only reservation
is the choice of ‘overture’ for the programme, a
misnomer if ever there was one. It is Pacific Waves
by Joseph Olivadoti, an American whose speciality
is kiddy music and tunes for tots, Nota worthy item
for these mighty men to take forth into battle. Very
professicnally played and produced, available from
I RRW, BFPO 41 price £5.60 inclusive.
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1) Give me chastity and
continency — but not yet.

2) What Englishman will
ive his mind to politics as
ong as he can afford a motor

car?

3) You are ordered abroad
as a Soldier of the King to
help our French comrades
against the invasion of a
common enemy.

4) How are the mighty
fallen in the midst of the
battle!

5) ‘Tis better to have loved
and lost,

than never to have loved at
all.

6) Let me assert my firm
belief that the only thing we
have to fear is fear itself.

7) Delight of lust is gross

and brief
and weariness treads on
desire.

8) What an artist dies with
me!

9) I have only one eye — I
have a right to be blind
sometimes. . . I really do not
see the signal!

10) They also serve who
only stand and wait.

GOMPETITION 356

WHEN you consider that a dispute still
continues as to whether William Shakespeare
was, in fact, the author of the works which
bear his name, it’s not surprising that
quotations are often wrongly attributed. And
that the quotations themselves have taken a
battering down the years, some of them being
considerably distorted.

““All that glisters (yes, glisters) is not gold”
is a favourite quotation. But, even if you get it
right, who said it? One dictionary of quotations
gives it three authors. One of them —
Shakespeare — uses that exact wording. But
was it the original quotation of any one of
them? Or someone else?

SOLDIER is not offering gold if you can
correctly give the attribution of the quotations
in this issue’s competition. But it will give one
lucky winner £50. So, who said what? Look at
the quotations, and then send to SOLDIER
the names of the ten authors.

The rules of the competition are the same
as usual. The competition is open to all readers
at home and overseas and the closing date is
29 March. The answer and winner’s name
will be announced in our issue of 22 April.

Each entry must be accompanied by the
‘Competition 356’ label at the top of this
column. For two entries send two labels (not
photo copies), three entries three labels, and
so on.

In the case of more than one correct entry
being received, the winner will be drawn by
lots. No correspondence can be entered into.

Send your answers by postcard or letter to:
Prize Competition, SOLDIER, Ordnance
Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU.,

Your Naafi shop manager
will be happy to explain
how simple it is for you to
open a budget account.

" Make more of your money.. A
open a Naafi budget account

ASK AT YOUR LOCAL NAAFI SHOP
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Got something to say, a point to
make or a story to tell? This is
your page to exchange your news,
views, comments and opinions. All
we ask is that you keep it brief and
include your full name and address
although not necessarily for pub-
lication. Write: Mail Drop,
SOLDIER, Ordnance Road,
Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU,

PRIZED

I have been interested to read the
recent letters concerning officers who
have been awarded both the Territorial
Efficiency Medal and the Territorial
Decoration. The award of either is an
equally prized achievement — to have
received both is outstanding.

I am curious to know why the TD is
a decoration and the TEM a medal
and why the TD can be used after the
name but not the TEM. I am proud of
my TEM and would like to be able to
use itafter my name. I wonder if other

MAIL DROP

readers feel the same way. — WO2
(AQMS) M A Cartell, 210 Sqgn RCT
Wksps REME (V), TA Centre,
Farringdon House, Stonecot Hill,
Sutton, Surrey.

At its inception the TD was awarded to
officers with 20 years of commissioned
service and the accompanying Royal
Warrant granted permission for each
rectpient to use the imitials after his name,
The length of qualifying service has since
been reduced 1o 12 years but otherwise
the terms of the Royal Warrant remain
unchanged.

The Efficiency Medai { Territorial) is
awarded to other ranks for 12 years
service but the Royal Warrant in this
case does not make provision for the
initials to follow a name. Officers may
be awarded the medal if only part of
their 12 years service has been com-
missioned. Years of service in other ranks
may count towards the qualifying period.

So, we understand the difference
betrween the two to be historical, that is,
that initially the decoration was awarded
after 20 years and therefore qualified for
extra recognition. (Our information comes
from Territorial Regulations.) — Ed.

YEOMANRY

I wonder if a few corrections could be
made to the article on the Yeomanry
(Looking at Books 17 December),
Obviously the article co.ld not list
all extant Yeomanry regiments/
squadrons although the book will do
so. For the record the Kent and

Name. . .

Address .
Please give telephone no.
Requirements
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Sharpshooters Yeomanry has two
squadrons: the complete signal regi-
ment is 71st (Yeomanry) Signal
Regiment (V); and the second Scottish
transport squadron is the Highland
Yeomanry. It was the ‘Castlemartin’
Yeomanry which was involved in the
French surrender near Fishguard in
1797,

Those readers with keen eyes will
have spotted the Rose of Lancaster
carried on the sabretache of the Orland
Norie inset print. It depicts an officer
of the Lancashire Hussars of 1879, —
Major P | Mileham, RTR, Logistic
Executive (Army), Portway, Monx-
ton Road, Andover, Hants.

Major Mileham is the author of the book
The Yeomanry Regiments — a Pictorial
History. — Ed.

Royal Engineers Association,
North-East London Branch. Saturday
13 March 1985, 218 Army Troops
Company RE, OCA, Annual Reunion
Dinner. All replies to: Mr ] Wilkinson,
182 Fulbourne Road, London E17
4EU. Mr Wilkinson also appeals to all

Sappers interested in joining the
Association to contact him at the
address. Those outside his area
responsibility he will put in touch
the appropriate secretary.

Yes, so we know Competition 352 was
easy and we apologise to those who
like a bit more weight to their puzzles,
but we were pleased with the heavy
response. The solution to the riddle
‘“What Am I’ was of course the letter N.
Winner of our £50 prize was Major E
Maarup from Denmark. Another £50
is being offered in this issue’s
competition on page 39, so don't delay
in getting your entry off.

How Observant Are You?

1 Number of black flowers; 2 Mouth
of gingerbread man in middle of back
row; 3 Right handle of rolling pin; 4
Left flap of open box in foreground; 5
Height of book on right; 6 Cook’s
sideburn; 7 Window pane at top right;
8 Cook’s left hand; 9 Cook’s chevrons;
10 Handle of cupboard below drawer.

My father was Sgt Arthur Kidd of the
Irish Guards. He was taken prisoner
at Anzio and was sent to Stalag IVB in
Muhlberg, East Germany. Does any-
one remember him or the camp? —
Margaret E Sluman, 18 Brighton
Avenue, Elson, Gosport, Hants
PO12 4XB.

My father, Jack Heselwood (born 13
December 1915) was in the 8th Army
and served at El Alamein, Tobruk,
Tunisia, Italy etc. I am not sure of his
rank (private, I think) or his regiment
but I do know he was a good tank
driver. He married my mother in
Brussels in 1946 but left us in 1954,
Since then we have heard nothing from
him. Any information regarding his
wartime service or what happened to
him post-1954 will be welcome. —
Kenneth ] Haselwood, 30 rue A De
Witte (Police Bureau), 1050 Brus-
sels, Belgium.

I would like to contact fellow Tankies
who served with the 10th Hussars at
Epsom Barracks, Iserlohn between
1950 and 1952 — particularly with
B Squadron. Also, crewmen from the
Westminster Dragoons who served at

_personnel who are interested in having

anytime but especially thosé who took
part in the 1955 exercise ‘London
Pride’ when the whole of the 56th
Armoured Division worked together.
— Alan Tizzard, 220 Kingsground,
Eltham, London SE9 5SEW.

Are there any ex-57 Coy RASC

a get together? | am sure it would be a
great night and would be grateful to
hear from anybody interested. — R ]

Keep, 29 Harrold Road, Dagen-
ham, Essex RM8 2ND.

1945 saw me as a member of the Guards
Composite Bn Pipe Band (Scots and
Irish Guards). We played at various
functions, one of them being a football
match between the British Services
Team and the Pick of Stockholm.
Eventually I was sent this photograph
of our team which lost by two goals. I
recognise John Drysdale of Rangers
and Kilmarnock but none of the others,
Does anyone else? It would be
interesting to know where they all are
now. — G W Rawlinson, 60

Harpenden Road, West Norwood,



IR Brian Horrocks was
right when he forecast
that the Rhineland battle
of 1945 would be passed

over by historians as dull. Who,-

40 years on, has heard of the

victories at Cleve, Goch or Xanten?

Thanks to the national obsession
with disasters, Dunkirk, Dieppe
and Arnhem are much more
familiar names.

The pity of it is that in a month-
long struggle on the banks of the
Rhine the ordinary foot-slogger
gave of his best.

The task which faced a group of
veteran divisions was to roll up
the Siegfried Line from the flank
and clear the west bank of the river.

Paradoxically it was at a time
when less, not more, might have
been expected of the ‘PBI’. The
Army was running out of infantry

"and the ranks were being filled

with returned wounded, surplus
anti-aircraft gunners, and young
conscripts. The 2nd Scots Guards
alone absorbed 200 RAF ground
personnel!

Two Canadian and three British
divisions were to attack on 8
February — Operation ‘Veritable’
Three days later the US Ninth
Army was to thrust from the south
in operation ‘Grenade.’

The secret concentration of the
assault force in the cramped
Nijmegen ‘Corridor’ was done
brilliantly. Then the temperature
rose and the rains came. The frozen
ground on which the mass of
armour counted simply dissolved.

To add to the natural obstruc-
tions, 400 RAF planes created a
lunar landscape in the path of the
attack blasting the key town of
Cleve with high explosive instead
of the requested fragmentation
bombs.
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After a five-hour barrage fired
by more than 1,000 guns, five
divisions (2nd and 3rd Canadian,
15th Scottish, 51st Highland and
53rd Welsh) plunged into a morass
worthy of Passchendale.

Flail tanks sank into the mud
before reaching the minefields.
Flame-throwing Churchills could
only creep forward.

Surprise had been achieved.
Mobility lost!

The next 48 hours produced
what has been described as “‘a
situation unrivalled in its com-
plexity throughout the campaign!”
To boost the artack Horrocks,
GOC 30 Corps, sent up 43rd
Division along the only road to
Cleve. The result was a ten-mile
traffic jam with 15th, 43rd and the
Canadians hopelessly inter-
mingled.

From the Americans came the
news that their attack would have
to wait until the man-made floods
subsided on their front.

The enemy was left free to
concentrate panzers and paratroops
and hundreds of guns against the
Cleve sector.

The poor performance of British
radio sets in the gloomy glades of
the forests did not help. . . nor the
weather restrictions on aerial
activity. The omens were not
good.

Seven months previously a
German report said: ‘“The fighting
morale of the British infantry is
not high. They rely largely on
artillery and air support. The
enemy is extremely nervous of close
contact. ..”

AND YET... once the traffic
jam had been resolved it was at the
closest quarters that the enemy was
bombed and Bren-gunned out of
Cleve; driven from house to house
out of Kranenburg and bayonetted
out of the Reichswald’s splintered
groves.

The cost was high. The infantry
of the Guards Armoured Division

reinforced the depleted 51st. The

52nd (Lowland) Division came up.
The experienced 3rd British
Division relieved the battered 15th.

Guns, tanks, specialised armour,
sappers — all gave ungrudging
support but it was the weary man
in the mud-stained leather jerkin,
carrying a .303 Lee-Enfield or
humping a two-inch mortar,
pockets stuffed with grenades, who
had the last word. . . only too often
his very last.

‘Grenade’ which finally ‘went
off” on 23 February made things
better but it was notuntil 10 March
that comparative quiet fell on the
desolate scene. The Germans had
been driven across the Rhine with
the loss of 90,000 soldiers.

*“After the initial attacks this was
a battle in which generalship played
no part... it developed into a

slogging match in the mud,” said
General Horrocks.

Which is how it should be
remembered — as a soldiers’ battle.




Crowning its success by becoming
the first car ever to win the coveted
London Design Centre award, Austin
Montego leads the way again with an
exciting new range of estates.

As motor cars, they're classically
handsome, crisply purposeful..and as
modern as the computer technology
that helped create them.

As goods carriers, they're superb.
With a cavernous 60 cubic feet load-
space and payload of 1190Ibs, which
will swallow up everything you'll ever
need for those sporting weekends...
with room to spare.

Without doubt, they're the most
stylish, exciting estate cars ever.

Choose from three 1.6 litres and
two 2 litres.

Then buy your feature packed
Austin Montego Estate tax-free, from
Austin Rover Military Sales by Rankins.

Why wait until you're in Germany?
For more than 20 years we've led
the field, supplying top ranking Austin

Rovers to British Forces based in
Germany — at no-nonsense prices.
From our home base, we bring tax-
free benefits to Britain. Giving you the
chance to enjoy your tax-free car for
up to 12 months before posting, buy
in the knowledge that when you arrive
in Germany our British service team
will look after you, and benefit from

Supershield, Austin
Rover's armour-like anti-
R COrTosion warranty,
See for yourself how Rankins make
buying at home or overseas so easy.

We're now ready and waiting for

your tax-free orders!
No flak or hassle.

Our tax-free specialists take care of
all the paperwork, fill in all the forms,
and know all the angles. The only
decision you need make is: “Which new
car shall | buy?"

Need to talk terms?

Rankins can arrange really low-
interest, low-deposit finance at
exceptionally keen rates exclusive to

HM Forces and attached civilians on
posting to Germany. And, it's finance
that means no complucations should
you return to the UK unexpectedly.

We outrank them all.

Don't be misled by others who
claim to offer an equal package. Our
20 years' expertise is our bond that
when it comes to what you pay and
the service you get, nobody outranks
Rankins.

You make the orders.

Can you really afford to buy until
you've spoken to us?

Just complete the coupon or pick
up the phone and we'll rush you full
facts — by return.

Tel: (0367) 21208, Or in Germany send to: Ranklns Druckerstrasse 17, |
4050 Moenchengladbach. Tel: 02166-129122.

| Please rush me details on the following models _ = : |

| For use in — __(country). Date reqd. 3 ¥ X I
Name : =2 ___Rank A o B B A

i Address 7= e R -1 i 14 |

|

[ w __:_____;___SM_“_I
AUSTIN ROVER MILITARY SALES

=###7 buRankins)

I FVEN BETTER THAN TAX-FREE I
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CLUB SWEATERS

BRITISH MADE
As supplied to regiments, squadrons & ships worldwide.
Specially embroidered with your own design, giving
instant recognition and a real sense of identity. :
Choice of ‘Superwash’ Lambswool, Shetland & Acrylic.
Prices from £5.70 each. Quantity discounts available
-we supply from 1 sweater upwards.
FREE JACQUARD on 48 garments and above
+ FREE SWEATER VOUCHER.
SWEATSHIRTS & T-SHIRTS CUSTOM PRINTED

Send for free illustrated brochure to:-

¥ SPORT & LEISURE PRODUCTS
EMBLEM HOUSE- CHURCH ST+ HECKMONDWIKE - W.YORKS WFIB OLF - TEL 094 -404566

YOURLOVE

Cuddly toys at all-in prices —sent to
the one you love with your personal
message, in time for any special
occasion. Individually gift
wrapped. Beautifullymade. Money

BRITS ON TOUR

DO YOULOVE SOMEONE

enough to send them

a Valentine Heart?

Send £5.50 and we will send a beautiful
7" red satin heart, packed in its own

red presentation box with your
personal message, and printed with
“1LOVE YOU”

Please send cash/cheque/P.O. made
payable to “Valentine Offer” to
Postal Bears, BA College Hill,
Shrewsbury, SY1 1.2

] SUPPIVUINE
2 MINIATURE MEDALS
77| | BY posT SERVcE

IR
LS&GC/GSM NI £4.50. BEM

€o
My £7.50 War/Defence S/Atlantic &

back guarantee.

N
o

FREEPOST:
2-4 Piccadilly, Bradford

West Yorkshire BD1 1BR

S g SILK SCREEN | N ;
Moo PRINTED TO YOUR o B @
ki OWN DESIGN

and rochure contact

A.S. Promotions

Room 32 Lawrence House
555 Lea Bridge Rd, London E10 7EQ
Tel: 01-556 4810

“BUY HER.,
‘SOMETHING
SPECIAL

i T-SHIRTS [

SWEATsulnTs to SUPPLYLINE, INGRAM

(min. order 20 shirts)

* Top Quality Shirts
g * Fast, Efficient Service
* Free Proof Garment
* Free Design Service
* UK/Worldwide Delivery

For free information package contact:

SPRINTPRINT e

15/16 Cambria Bridge Road, Swindon SN1 5LH, Wilts.
Telephone: (0793) 695766

Rosette £3.75. UN Cyprus £5.00.

Lo BEM/Coronation/Silver Jubilee
£6.00. MBE/MM QGM

& £7.00+15% VAT +30p post &

i ol v pack. Mounting service for full/

and miniatures. Send sae for cata-

2 Spapeo* logue.

PARADE, ROTHWELL, LEEDS,
YORKS. LS26 ONU.

MILITARY BADGES

Para, SAS, Marines, Special Forces,
Foreign Legion and badges of other
elite units of the world. Anodised
a badges of the British Army.

W Send 40p (stamps accepted) for
illustrated catalogue.

Mike Lapworth, 109 Reedley Rd
Bristol BS9 1BE

POSTAL ROSES

Posted anywhere in the UK.
Reds or Coloureds

(10) £7.50 (20) £11.95

Enclose cheque/P.0O. to:
Dept M, Rose Centre Ltd,
St Andrews, Guernsey.

YOURSELF
Saq ues l//m\

and waspies — the ff
sexiest most . f ;
feminineway to [\
dress the woman %

in your life -

L I
B \\/rite or call for
40 page Colour Catalogue
A4S FREE Tri-Silk Bikini
send only £2.00
P. & P. REFUNDABLE

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
Party Plan Agents Required

Lady of Paris °'

SMALLBROOK QUEENSWAY
BIRMINGHAM B5 4HX
Lady of Paris Video Tape £29.95

VI TIITITITY.
e S T sunvivan AIns

st HE NEW 1985 FULL COLOUR

W CATALOGUE
4 1 4

Many new GUARANTEED quality items, all

fully illustrated. |«

Survival kits, rucksacks, sleeping bags, Gore-

Tex bivi bags. winter clothing, Gore-Tex and

windproof DPM jackets, compasses, torches,

binoculars etc, plus details of Britain's leading

Survival School.

Send just £1.00 for Catalogue and free year's
subscription to the quarterly ‘SURVIVAL NEWS'.

Survival Aids (Dept SL) Limited
Morland, Penrith, Cumbria CA10 3AZ
Telephone 09314 307 /444

43
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Top Quality range of personalised ed shirts

T-SHIRTS & SWEATSHIRTS

by interprint

T‘Shl 8 tS Double stitched seams

Sweat Shirts eritis

Crew, Vee Neck, Hooded &

Sports Shirts

h made
Jog Suits

Other Products Ties, Hats,

Lighters, Stickers, Metal &

Sew-on Fabric Badges, Aprons,

Tea Towels & Tote Bags

FREE DESIGN SERVICE
MINIMUM ORDER-ONLY I2

Please send me your FREE colour brochure

& details of your fREE shirt

Dept 5 DALE STREET, CRAVEN ARMS, SHROPSHIRE 5Y7 SNY.

TEL.CRAVEN ARMS (05882)

US DOG TAGS

2 tags in steel £5. 15
Stamped with £ pOST FREE
your name etc
2 tags with 4 lines and 14
spaces per line. Send details
in block capitals to:
QUARTERMASTERS
3 Torrens Street,
LONDON EC1V 1NQ
Tel: 01-278 9760

PP PP
e e e e e e e e o )

voucher,

2703 & 2502

DONT

COMBAT JACKET
IDENTITY LABELS

lin wide khaki labels with your name
embroidered in black capital letters Yin
high UK
Overseas  Despatch
Despatch  inc VAl
1-5 (any name) £1.50 each £1.73 each

6-20 (any name)£1.25 each  £1.44 each
For high guantities please write for details
of further discounts.

Send cheque/PO to Boddingtons, Doodles,
Cannons Lane, Hatfield Broad Oak,
Bishop's Stortford, Herts, allowing 28 days
delivery

¥ o VISIA
@ .SPORTS

sweat shirts
® T-shirts single

& multi-coloured
designs

@ Embroidered
V-neck jumpers

also many other items

VISTA SPORTS LTD.
263a Sydenham Road, Croydon, Surrey
Tel: 01-684 2708/01-689 1626

a4

‘SIII0D'SENA S3IILISHININN

Luxury Holidays in the Sunny
South of France, near Cannes.
Fun for all the family. Self-
Catering Mobile Homes from
as little as £75 per week.
Swimming Pools, Bar, and
Shops on Site.

For Further Details

Phone or Write:

B. G. Ellison,

Cote d’Azur Holidays,

208 Canterbury Road,
Herne Bay, Kent CT6 5UB.
Tel: (0227) 372589/372427
Anytime.

ST

These brand new Combat Sweaters, or bet-
ter known as ‘Wolly Pully’, are 100% pure
wool and are genuine
Forces  issue  with
epaulettes.

36 . 1995 42 . 11250
38" . 1095 44" £12.99
407 . £11.95 46° .. £13.50
Colours: RAF blue, navy,
olive/khaki

We also have used
sweaters with epaulet-
tes at £5.99, or without at
] 59 Khaki only — p&p
£1.7

@ New Cammo Wool Sweaters £12.50

® USA Wool Scull Caps ... £3.99
® Para T-shirts, SAS T-shirts ... £4.50
® USA Flashlights .................. £5.99

CASHS NAMETAPES

Mailed in 28 days after receipt.
3 doz (same name) £5.12
6 doz (same name) £5.70
12 doz (same name) £7.30

Please enclose cheque/PO pay-
able to Boddingtons.

Write name in block letters stating
red/blue/black lettering.
Boddingtons, Doodles, Cannons
Lane, Hatfield Broad Oak, Bishop's
Stortford, Herls.

These brand new
nylon FLYING
JACKETS are Auth-
entic USA MA1 with
orange lining, knitted
cuffs and waistband,
colours, sage green or
black, state chest and
height.

£39.50 £1.70 pdp.

@ USAT/SHIRTS green .. .... £350

® USA maroon S/SHIRTS . . . . . £4.99
@ USA Sunglasses and compasses

@ USA Dog Tags . . . . £150
@ USA Fipaint e h e I

LEAVING THE SERVICE?
How many others will apply for that ideal
job? How few will be interviewed? How do
you get on the short List?

A professionally prepared CV will improve
your chances dramatically.

We are personnel professionals and know
the information wanted and how to present
it 1o command attention and respect.
Write or telephone far information on how
we can help vou.

CY PLUS, Dept (5). 90 London Road

Salisbury, Wilts. Tel: 0722 21395

YOU NEED

To recognise the quality of our

RNz

time & time again.

IT MAKES SENSE
TO BUY QUALITY.

BRAINS

1st Class Artwork,
Printing & Super
British Garments

T-SHIRTS

AND

SWEATS

Printed with your
own design, which
will wash & wear

*Minimum order 12
#Reasonable all inclusive prices
*Up to six colours printed

FREE Brochure/Price list
phone 0603 745018
#- orwrite PREMIER LEISUREWEAR
DeptsLD Jarrold Way. Bowthorpe
Norwich.Norfolk NR5 9JD

CLUBS.SHIPS.SHORE ESTABLISHIVIENTS. AIRFORCE

~ARMY BASES.CLUBS.PUBS

These genuine USA
new M65 4-pocket
Combat Jackets come
In green or cammo
with concealed hood
and brass zip. State
chest and height

£47.50 + £1.70 p&p.

* M65 used Combat Jacket . . £23.50

* |talian Combat Jacket .. ... £7.50
* NATO Combat Jacket, green  £12.99
* British green Parkas . ... .. £39.99
* DPM Jackets, new, cotton . . £37.50
* DPM Caps, Falklands £11.25
* DPM Caps, new, cotton . £5.99
* DPM Jungle Hats, new £6.50
* DPM Arm Bands 45 £3.99
* DPM W/Proof £24.50
* Cammo Net, large .......c.ceevunnee £25.50
* DPM Hoads, new, cotton £5.93
* Wellingtons . . Y Lo BTN
* SeaSox ... - v 180
. % New '58 Belts £7.50
* Mess Tins £399 H

* Green Sox, poly £1.20

* Bivi Tents £15.99

* Flying Suits £29.99

* Raincoats . .. £4.45

* Overcpats .. -£14.50

* Green Towels............. 2.9

* Suit Cases . . £399

* 58 Nylon Cases £2.99

* Wool Gloves £3.50

* Fishtails - £25.50

* Nite Sticks . .. £5.99
* Blue Serge Bells = £2.50
* Naval Hammocks -£9.99
* PT Shorts . . .. £1.50
* |talian padded knee Trousers £5.50
* British lightweights, new .. .£12.50
* British lightweights, Grade 1 £5.50

.SCHOOLS.COLLEGES.ETC.ETC.

* Khaki Shorts R R
* German Para Trousers ... .. £6.99
* |talian Knickerbockers .. ... £4.95
* German Parkas £15.99
* Israeli Parkas . SRR, |
“® SAS Smocks -
® SAS Bergans
® High Leg Boots ¢
® DMS Shoes

@ '58 Sleeping Bags
® '58 Webbing Sets
@ '44 Webbing Sets
@ Insoles

® New issue Sox

® Para Smocks DPM

(SAE for Free Catalogue please)

SILVERMAN'S (SM)
MILE END, LONDON E1 4PS
Telephone 01-790 5257

Personal callers Monday-| Fnd-v
__"Almost Anything in Govt Surplus’
Britain’s Leading Suppliers of kit w |he
Professionals
Maximum/minimum p&p £1.70
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The OUTDOORSMAN'S BOOKSTORE

BOOK TOKENS Tel. 087 484-660

* AN INFANTRYMAN'S GUIDE TO URBAN COMBAT

Jungles of glass and steel, cities are the most dangerous of
all terrains to fight a war—and the most likely. Here, in FM
90-10-1, 1s the info that prepares police and military units to
meel—and beat—the threat of urban combat. This book is AND
loaded with self-explaining illustrations showing the best
tactical moves, accompanied by clear, concise directions
Topics include offensive operations, combat support, how
to attack and clear buildings, demolitions, urban combat

£9.95
*Available to MILITARY PERSONNEL ONLY

skills and much more.

288 pp. sc.

P. & P. First Book £1.50 - 50p thereafter.

COMBAT SURVIVAL

WOT SURVIVAL EVASION AND ESCAPE COMBAT | nevervetore avaaieomeps- DEPT S,
This field handbook to tried-and- lic An extremely useful complete
T m === 1 true survival methods is written by SURVIVAL manual on physical and combat L Iangorse
SURVIVAL Army experts. Colored plates of survival training andtactics Con-
snakes and plants make for fool- tains rare info on evaging and s BIECON
EVASION proof identification of poisonous i lencing guard dogs. sabotage POW s
and edible specimens. Learn how intelligence gathering survival y
ESCAPE 10 survive at sea, in a hostile camp navigation primiwe medicne | D3 7FUE
or in the tropics. Other topics evasion and escape amimal traps
[~ ] improvising shelters. obtaining COURSE NOTRS and much more!8' x 11_softcover =
- v 4 b food and water and more. 4% x 6%, Mus 160 pp [ mcersa)
= softcover, illus., 430 pp £7.95 £11.25

Catalogue over 1500

titles 50p (Stamps OK) FREE with book order

FINANCE
&

INSURANCE
DETAILS
ON
REQUEST

NAME AND RANK ................

WHAT CAR, APRIL 84
FORD DELIVERY POINT: GRAYS OF GUILDFORD

MAIN DEALERS

FIESTA 205" SAMBA
ESCORT 305 HORIZON
ORION 505 SOLARA 7/
CAPRI 205cRvoten ALPINE
SlERRA ‘CAR OF THE YEAR' RANCHO

CARS ALSO AVAILABLE FOR USE

Post coupon today for full details and FREE colour brochure to:

Advanced Car Exports 15 Clarence Court,
The Broadway, London NW7 4RP. Telephone 01-906 2978

PR i 29 00T Z RN

ADVANCED CAR EXPORTS

TAX-FREE CAR
BARGAINS

CURRENT SPECIAL OFFERS ON:

FORD PEUGEOT TALBOT

STEREOS
WITH
x ZPW SEVERAL
0 MODELS

T

N CYPRUS OR UK

.. Part-exchange
separately  S2/85

FOREIGN LEGION

Badges. uniforms, kepis, records and
militaria of the Legion. British anodised
badges, SAS, Para etc. Stable belts,
equipment and general militaria. World Para
wings and US Special Forces insignia. 60p
Tor large illustrated list
Miles, 151 Malmstone Ave,

Merstham, Redhill, Surrey RH1 3JL

H E GLOVER & SONS
Military & civilian tailors since 1907

Officer and SNCO's uniforms made to
measure by military approved tailors
in our own warkrooms, competitive
prices, interest free credit, tax free
export available. For further details
phone 0252 23975 or write to H E
Glover, 10 Queens Avenue, Aldershot,
Hants GU11 2BS

ENGLISH PEWTER GOBLETS
AND ONE-PINT TANKARDS

Engraved Badge / Crest Minimum order 6.
-, u Discount on 20 or over.

Goblets from £5.40. Tankards from £6.25 plus VAT

, R&BINCONLTD
] SOUTHBOURNE ROAD

SHEFFIELD S10 2QN
Telephone 0742 685911

i Post paid on orders over 20. Please send badge with order.
]

(148

2t \'Agu*ai‘;\pi/'(u‘

WATERPROOF
COMBAT NOTEBOOK

Available from most PRIs or by mail order direct from:

HAWKINS and MANWARING (Dept sz6) £3.67 each
Westborough, Newark, Notts NG23 S5HJ 5 for £14.63
Telephone: (0400) 81492 including p&p and VAT

N

LDther waterproof paper products also available.

SASS WINTER 4
WARFARE
SUPPLEMENT IS
out!

WITH VERY SPECIAL NEW KIT LINES!

@ QUILTED DPM CAMMO CW (AMBUSH) CLOTHING

@ RAT LINES: ESCAPE/EVASION ITEMS FOR
CLOTHING (DPM CAMMO)

@ ORIGINAL NORWEGIAN ARMY SHIRTS
@ REVERSIBLE FACE MASKS
® DPM CAMMO PADDED SNIPERS SMOCKS

. . _,%,,
FURLES [FERRY SERVICE ! L @ THE NEW DPM CAMMO ‘ COMMANDO’ RUCKSACK
Plus lots more Kit/Cold Weather Warfare tips.
ALCONBURY, HUNTINGDON, CAMBS. PE17 5HF :
Tel- 0480 891435 08.00-20.00 DAILY Supplement with Photos? Free Copy? Large SAE!
SASS MAG No 2 (with hundreds of items)
Specialist to HM Forces, Relations and Retired Personnel plus ‘NEW SUPPLEMENT'
Tickets for all Cross-Channel sailings. FREECOPY OF BOTH? LARGE SAE AND TWO STAMPS!
Forces Concession fares — save up to 25% on some routes.
Tickets for all chartered and schedules flights from United SPECIAL AIR-SEA SERVICES "NTEHNAT"J“AL]
Kingdom. Forces Concessions — save up to 30%. St George’s Works, St George’s Quay, Lancaster,
For further information please write or telephone us. Lancashire. Telephone (0524) 64204
45
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-18-32 HOLIDAYS

S

365 Days of
Fun & Games_~

CLEARANCE STOCK

this stock must be cleared-

i 219 South Street Romford Essex RM110L
Telephone (0708) 752653 - ATOL 1464

POPOOOOPOBARGIELEGRITIDLDBDEGPROD

T-Shirts Sweatshirts

Complete Design Screen Print service _,_,,_

T-Shirts £3.00 Sweatshirts £6.00 ¢

including artwork, screen and single

colour print (with huge discounts for

quantity). Also printed team barrel’ bags

tracksuits/sportshirts manufactured

and printed in any colour combinations

First rate car sticker/self adhesive- &, B

vinyl service at unbeatable prices. 6'07:‘:5:3

For lrae price ist THE SPECIALIST
information of. HM FORCES

cantac T-SHIRT PRINTERS

A ONE DESIGNS

55 Brook St., Chester. Tel: Chester (0244) 311028

NEW! warerrroor comsaT suiTs
PURPOSE DESIGNED BY EX-PARAS.
BRITISH DPM_CAMOUFLAGE OR IN
¥ OLIVE-GREEN 4 0Z PROOFED NYLON.
TOP QUALITY ONLY.
SUCCESSFULLY TESTED IN ALL
ADVERSE WEATHER
CONDITIONS IN NORTHERN &
SOUTHERN HEMISPHERES.

The Jacket: Well proportioned cut with
two breast pockets, one of which in-

hem:e these crazy prices

AII lnﬂal BLANK FIRING guns

Ez FREE BLANKS WITH EVERY MODEL

corporates a pen or pencil compartment.
Two larger lower pockets. Each of the
four pockets has rain flap held by inner
press studs, opening front with full length
heavy duty zip (non corrosive) elasti-
cated rear waist and lower draw strings,
sleeves fitted with inner storm cuffs. Col-
lar and elasticated hood attached.

The Trousers: Elasticated waist and two
entry trouser pockets. The complete suit
when packed in the pouch provided mea-
sures 12"x7"x3". The suits are designed
in 3 sizes — Small, Medium and Large.
Guaranteed top quality.

Price: complete suit £35, jacket only
£25, trousers only £11.50.

124% discount on orders of 10 and over.
Designed by ex-members of the
Parachute Regiment.

Protector

OUR PRICE

MAGNUM PPK
EL ALAMEIN

ous e 6500

Bmm blank firing

D LR BLACK LRATHER S-SLILDNN
HOLSTER FOR P¥THONS M

PPK LEATHER HOLSTERS - Snouuu £
LEATHER WESTERN RIG OUAR PRICE £15 8

blow back action

Banen blanks: £10 o 53
22 blanks - £2 per 1

JAMIE WOOD LTD, DEPT SN, CROSS ST, POLEGATE,
SUSSEX. TEL: 03212 3813.

SAY IT WITH
KNICKERS!

Tantalizing Bikini Briefs in Black,
Red or White, gift-wrapped and
sent with a card bearing your own
personal (or very private!)
message
Send cheque/PO for £4.99 stating
colour, message and destination
to:—
M. Mahon, Dept SM,
35 Grimshill Rd,
Whitstable, Kent.

EMBROIDERED
SWEATERS

lambswool or acrylic

Logo Line,

Unit 6f, Argyle Industrial
Estate, Argyle St South,
BIRKENHEAD, Merseyside
051-647-4500

BADGES, PLAQUES AND TIES

We make only the best BLAZER BADGES in fine wires and silks at £8.94 each. Also
attractive WALL PLAQUES at £10.70 and CAR BADGES at £10.06 each. REGI-
MENTAL TIES (striped design) at £3.90 each (RA FLASH £4.85). Crested designs
£5.10). THESE PRICES INCLUDE VAT AND POSTAGE. Send SAE for Service Price
List

D J Parkinson, HM Services Hand Embroiderers (Dept S), 124 Valley Drive,
Brighton, BN1 5FF. Telephone Brighton (0273) 501213 during mornings only.

D ATSU N Economy - Reliability
Value for Money

® Datsun Sunny No 1 in Wthh Fleport Jan 1983

@ Datsun Bluebird No 4 in “"Which'' Report Jan 1983

FORD Gives you more

e XR2 @ XR3 ®RS1600i @ Sierra etc.

Also: LEYLAND/ROVER VAUXHALL/OPEL

» Forces tax free specialists

[ = e o e v s o s o s B . e —— e o ey
e Blg diSCDUﬂts I Relurn this coupon marking 1t Sovereign 'FREEPOST . Larkhill. Salisbury, Willshire Tel (0980) 53431/52366 |
* Part exchange top prices paid | "3™® el I
» Low deposit finance | Address |
* Special overseas bank loans |
* Special insurance division | Make/Model Required :

| Part Exchange Posting Date |

I o e e v o e —— — —— — — — — — —— — — —— — — — — —
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* BOSTON TEE SHIRT C0.LTD.»

- Your own designs

5

on machine washable

Tee-Shirts Sweat

shirts. Jogging Suits
Sports Shirts and
embroidered V neck

Sweaters

* YOU PAY WHEN WE DELIVER
*COMPLETE MONEY BACK GUARANTE ¢
*100% MACHINE WASHABLE
*UP TO 5 COLOUR PRINTING '
*FAST SERVICE - APPROX 2 WEEKS '
* MINIMUM ORDER ONLY 10 GARMENTS
*NO ARTWORK OR SCREEN CHARGES
*ALL SHIRT SIZES & COLOURS IN STOCK
eDIRECT SCREEN PRINTING

NOT TRANSFERS

The Boston Tee Shirt Co. Ltd.
1Hennock Road

Marsh Barton Ind. Est.

Exeter EX2 8ND

Tel. Exeter (0392) 30994

10TH (VOLUNTEER) BATTALION,
THE PARACHUTE REGIMENT HOME SERVICE FORCE COMPANY

1. The Home Service Force (HSF) is an integral part of the Territorial Army raised
under the authority of the Reserve Forces Act 1980. The long term aim is to produce
aforce of approximately 4500 men capable of defending vital installations throughout
the United Kingdon, thus releasing Regular Army Units for other tasks

2.10 PARA(V) will shortly be required to form a HSF Company. Eligibility to join is
restricted to ex members of The Parachute Regiment Regular or TA Battalions

3. For further details write to.

The Adjutant, 10th (Volunteer) Battalion, The Parachute Regiment, A Block, Duke
of York's HQ, King's Road, Chelsea, London SW3 45D or telephone: 01-930 4466
Ext 338.

( MINIMUM ORDER 12
. Large discounts for quantity
" L

e T-Shirt

i -
H.M. FORCES Irts
SPECIALISTS &
MOTOR - B.F.G. ik
Vevo hirts
oemers | oiivs|  [Sweatshir
KIT COVER -
HOUSEHOLD A" Send for free brod_u_n o
LIFE FREE W SPORT & (EISLRE PRODUCTS
HOLIDAY QUOTE mm-m%m-wmmg
HORSE COVER %

Sovereign Insurance Services,

5

GLARANTLES
FREE COLOUR BROXCHURE

MR /MRS /MisS
ADDRESS

(capitels please)

% 19 Blencoe Avenue, liford 182 7AL

The Packway, Larkhill. ("BEST PRICES VISTA
Nr. Salisbury. Wilts SP4 8PY B o
Tel. 0044-980-53431, SERVICE company
rBADG ES Wire, Silk, anD
Lapel Badges,
Stickers, Flags & Car Badges, Club
Ties, Tie Pins & Cuff Links. Plagues,
Medals & Spoons. Regimental Wire
Blazer Badges at £6.50.
Write to: o il
01-684 2708 .
SIALASIA 01-689 1626 Sropdon oo o
Surrey. CR9 2LU

e

BRITISH ARMY KIT
The new high leg boots, waterproof
with DMS sole. Seconds. All sizes.

£19.95
High leg boots. Royal Marine issue
THE SOVIET LAND FORCES - with screwed on sole, brand new. All
oy A POCKET GUIDE sizes £32.50
The only pocket quide that provides Brand new 1958 webbing sets with
current information on the organisations and Iarge packs, waterbottle and cup

THE BRITISH ARMY -

ol | PUCKET GUIDE

" Atlast a complete handbook or
the organisation, tactics and eguipment of
today's British Army. Essential reading for
combat soldiers. PRICE: £2.00 (incluges 50p p&p)

equipment currently in use with the Soviet Army £30.95
Designed to fit the pocket of a combal jacket - i
PRICE: £1.50 (inclutes 50p p&p) SAE for list. Post £1.50 in UK
FROM Joe's Surplus, Ashgrove Farm

R & F (Dept WA). BA Coliege Hill, Shrewsbury, Y1 I LZ Ardley, Bicester, Oxfordshire

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS
Headings For Sale; General; Cars; Caravans: Houses to Let (UK);
Sits Vac; Services; Holidays; Swap Shop, etc.
Cost 5p per word; minimum 10 words: up to 10 words of name,
address and telephone number for 25p.
Bookings must be prepaid and will be accepted on this form only
for insertion in next available issue
Personal Announcements Birth, Engagement, Marriage and Death
notices: free of charge. Booking to be signed by subject or close
relative
Conditions
SOLDIER 1) reserves the right to decline or cancel any advertisement without explanation;
2} accepts no responsibility for printers errors; 3) accepts no liability or responsibility
for contents of advertisement
All correspondence to be addressed to: Classified Ads,
SOLDIER, Ordnance Road, Aldershot, Hants. GU11 2DU,

HERDING . .. . s NUMBER OF INSERTIONS REQUIRED ..............
1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10

11 12 L 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20

it you need more space, please use sheet of p
NAME, ADDRESS, TELEPHONE NUMBER

lain paper and attach firmly to this form

Personal announcements only: | certify that the above announcement refers

1 2 3 & 5

6 7 8 9 10

............................ WORDS AT 5p Sl il Send to: CLASSIFIED ADS, SOLDIER,
T Sl 3 ORDNANCE ROAD, ALDERSHOT,
TOTAL PER INSERTION T HANTS, GU11 2DU

to Service/ex-Service personnel and that | am a close relative/that person.

CHEQUEPO NO ........ 0 e Ny J
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For Sale

Frames. An attractive frame for your
medals. A smart white-gloss wood
frame will display from one to six
medals. Standard size 7" x 7", Clear
perspex-type glazing. When ordering
state number of medals and branch of
Forces, or send SAE for leaflet. Price
£6.25 (CWO) includes P&P, UK and
BFPO.

Arthur Rich, 8 High St, Emberton,
Olney, Bucks, MK46 5DH. 0234
712568.

‘Protecta-Rak’. Complete roof rack
luggage protection. Waterproof flexible
PVC with zips/windbreak. Fits exist-
ing roof racks in seconds. No fuss.
Folds to 18" x 12" in the bag. Mini
£19.99, saloon £23.99, estate £26.99.
Cash with order (add £1.50 P&P).

G Mackey (Protecta-Rak), 70a (2)
Exerter Road, Exmouth, Devon.
Bullet-proof T-shirts, weight only
1lb 3o0zs. Can be worn concealed
under normal dress. For full par-
ticulars write:

Security Enforcement, 7 Ice House
St, 5th Floor, Hong Kong.
Helmets. Modern style British Army
replicas in glass fibre, realistic and
tough, suitable for adult or army cadet
use. Fitted with foam inserts or a stud
to attach a standard army issue insert.
State size if a foam insert is required
(army inserts not available). Price £10
including P & P. Substantial discount
on orders over 10.

Fibre Craft, Unit 4, Lions Rest Estate,
Exminster, Exeter, Devon.
Wisewear heavyweight waxed cotton
jackets British DPM £36.90, or olive
green £31.90 (XL sizes add £2). SAE
full catalogue.

Dept SD, Unit 1, Church St, Dorking,
Surrey. Telephone for Barclaycard,
Access or COD immediate despatch,
Tel Dorking 883780. Quantity dis-
counts available.

Gortex, entrant, cordura, polarfabric,
thinsulate, mosquitonet, DPM proofed
nylon and other waterproof and thermal
materials. Wide range zips, thread,
buckles, webbing etc, pattern book.
SAE for samples.

Pointnorth (S), 58 High St, Cemaes
Bay, Gwynedd. Tel 0407 711030,
Sri Lanka (Ceylon) military cap badge
collection, selling the lot, approx £3.50
each. Send international reply coupon
for list.

Major Sam Wijesinha, 12 Castle Lane,
Colombo 4, Sri Lanka.

1958 webbing, brand new, with large
pack and new W/B and cup £39.95.
High leg boots perfects £26.45, new
NI gloves £13.50. All post paid. SAE
for list.

Joe’s Surplus, Ashgrove Farm, Ardley,
Bicester, Oxon, OX6 9P].
American Airforce Army Para-
trooper, special forces etc, cloth/metal
badges and uniform items. SAE for
list.

GI Supplies, 10 Rousebarn Lane,
Croxley Green, Rickmansworth, Herts,
WD3 3RL.

Regimental ties, blazer badges,
cufflinks, buttons and- medals, cap
badges etc. SAE or IRC for FREE
price list from:

Cairncross & Son (Dept S), 31 Belle
Vue St, Filey, North Yorkshire, YO14
9HU. Tel: Scarborough 513287.
Quality military type cap badges for
sale from 1880. Reasonable prices,
wants lists welcome. Large SAE for
price list.

R A Sanders, 15 Springhill Road,
Grendon Underwood, Bucks.

The Military Cross. Superb die-struck
museum quality replicas, now available
£17.50 each inc VAT/post.

S D Kellaway, 30 Coventry Road,
Burbage, Leics, LEI0 2HP. 0455
39262.
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British Canadian cap badges, titles,
patches, worldwide Para wings, hats,
berets, exchange/sale.

Dave Tite, 92 Eaton Road, Kempston,
Bedford.

Collector selling militaria, badges,
books, model soldiers etc. Send SAE
to:

R Caren, 18 Avalon Drive, Freckleton,
Preston, PR4 1PE.

Records and cassettes from 99p. Rock,
jazz, standards, C& W. All new. All
bargains. SAE for lists.

Horizon Records, 4 Henley Close,
Elton, Bury, Lancs, BL8 2DF.

Face veil scarves in Shetland wool.
54" x 15" approx. Weight 6ozs.
Commo or white. £5.50 incl P &P.
Skerry Knitwear, Rutherford Gate
Lodge, Kelso, Roxburghshire, TD5
BNW.

Beersteins Half-litre grey, any crest,
any colours, minimum 60 pieces at
DM10.30 each, all costs included. No
VAT added.

Andresen-Versand, Zur Rosenau 1,
D-6251, Runkel-Hofen, Germany.
06482-2344.

Postcards in full colour of military
uniforms from Britain, France, USA,
Canada, from £1.50 perset. Send SAE
for list.

The Pompadour Galleries, 1-3 Fairview
Parade, Mawney Road, Romford,
Essex.

War and campaign medals, full size or
miniature, supplied loose or ready
mounted for wear. Blazer badges in
gold/silver wire. SAE for quotation.
B & A A Mitchells, Unit 127, Market
Hall, Oldham, Lancs.

100 adhesive labels 50 x 25mm
printed with address/message/advert
only £2. Dance tickets/bookmatches
£8. Cash/cheque with order.
Q-Print, 35 Cowgill Close, North-
ampton NN3 4PB. Tel: 0604 406401.
Commando ‘stay-fresh’ socks, MOD
star ' 4, size 6 to 10, olive, £2.95.

~ ok I'rading Surplus, 7 Teville Gate,
Worthing, Sussex. Tel: 39658.
SOLDIER Magazines Nov 77 to Nov
84 available, offers considered.

Paul Smith, Ninoda, Pottery Lane,
Yelland, Barnstaple, Devon, EX3l
3EG. 0271 860006.

Falklands War print, Royal Signals
limited edition, framed £25. Exercise
Lionheart print 1980 framed [15,
collectors items, small oil painting,
framed, £20.

Whetstone, London N20. 01-4464313.
German WW2 military insignia for
sale or exchange. Also interested in
post-war W German insignia.

WO2 L Stillman, 211 Bolton St,
Eltham, Victoria 3095, Australia.
Combat and NBC clothing and
equipment. Brand new, direct from
manufacturers in UK, USA, Israel,
France and Italy. Some UK items so
new, the Army has yet to receive them.
Minimum quantity one hundred.

R Waddington, 3 Meadow Rise,
Bewdley, Worcs, DY12 1]JP. (0299)
404376.

Sam Browne 30 to 34 inch waist, 26 to
31 inch cross belt. Good condition £10.
Powell, 9 Academy Place, Woolwich,
London SE18. 01 319 1982.

Wanted

Buying all types of militaria. Medals,
badges, insignia, government surplus
etc. Single items or large lots. Describe
and price. Payment made in sterling.

Invicta International, 740 Gladstone,
Orttawa, Canada, K1R 6X5.

Used postage stamps for Guide Dogs
Appeal. Send to: Mr G D Robinson,
148 Mansfield Est, Tain, Ross-shire.

A Parachute Regiment sweater and
sweatshirt to buy or exchange for
Royal Marines sweater and sweatshirt.
N Cherry, 228 New Cross Road,
London, SE14 5PL.

East Riding cap badge, motif
running fox motto “Forrard”,
genuine only.

Cpl K H Parkin, 114 Pro Coy RMP,
BFPO 41,

VCs of the Army by John Frayn
Turner White Lion Publishers.
Edwin Gray, 28 The Ferns, Carlton
Road, Tunbridge Wells. TW 23810.
Britain’s old toy soldiers, guns,
equipment etc, required by retired
Police Officer, ex-Coldstream Guards,
Full details and price required to:
Dinty Moore, 29 Cotswold Close,
Ramsbottom, Lancs. Ramsbottom
4904.

Urgent. A R Cooper’s autobiography
“Born to Fight” inclusive of book
jacket. Good money paid.

Lt F M Evans, 58 St Georges Estate
Road, Easton, Portland, Dorset,

L I Officers mess kit required by
cadet officer. Any reasonable price
paid. Ht 5" 84", waist 36". Will
consider large size for alteration.

W Rodgers, 195 Ridgeway Road,
Fishponds, Bristol. BS16 3EH. Phone
655539,

Collector wishes to purchase a
complete Regimental history of the
9th Queen’s Royal Lancers, a 9th
Lancer cap badge (style 1, Queen
Victoria) Boer War and WW | medals
to 9th Lancers. Please send descrip-
tion and price wanted to:

Roy Bassett, 1217 Birchmount Road,
Scarborough, Ontario, Canada, M1P
2C9.

Cars/Caravans

Wanted: LHD high top motor :‘ravan
in perfect order. Please write w . h full
details and price.

Thomas Mutualhof, 110 Fort Ge \ 'ge,
Guernsey, Channel Islands.

Services

SOS. Special Order Service. We
custom make anything in waterproof
DPM: Bashas, 58 pack, bergan liners,
capes. Holdalls, gaiters etc, anything!
Bill Bentley MM, Basha! Enterprises,
PO Box 13, Rossendale, Lancs, BB4
8SU. 0706 220 728.

Without the help of a first class
Curriculum Vitae you will find it
difficult to get the civilian job of your
choice. Let me, an ex-Service officer
and now a Personnel Manager in
Industry, prepare your CV and
translate your military experience into
language employers understand and
value. Write without obligation to:
John Cooper, 12 Water St, Stamford,
Lincs, PE9 2N]. Tel 0780 62960.

Direct from glass engraver. Your
regimental badge, name, superbly
engraved on glass tankard, £12, goblet
£14, plaque on plinth £9.50.

Alan Clarke, 120 Ashbourne Avenue,
Aspull, Wigan, Lancs, WN2 1HN.
(0942) 323197.

Leaving the Service? Seven thousand
or more addresses available of com-
panies operating worldwide in all
spheres of industry like agriculture,
aviation, catering, communications,
construction, engineering, medical,
mining and metals, marine, oil explor-
ation and production and transport-
ation. £3.50 per 500 random addresses
post paid. Cheque or postal order to:
P Habgood, 82 Deverill Road,
Warminster, Wilts, BA12 9QT.
Travel agent. Travel with us from
anywhere to anywhere. Cheapest flights
worldwide including Cyprus. For
military personnel we offer the lowest
possible prices for your flight only, or
your family holiday. Call or write.
The Aldershot Agency, 245 High
Street, Aldershot, Hants. Tel: (0252)
316161.

Professional photographer interested
in photographing uniforms of past and
present if militaria collectors would
like good quality prints and trans-
parencies of their collection.

Mike Arlen. 01-373 1107.

Holidays

Bournemouth. Superior self-catering
holiday flats between sea and shops,
colour TV, parking.

Mrs Cross, 165 Wilton Road, Salis-
bury, Wilts. 0722 28193.

Private caravan, 6-berth, beach site,
ST Tropez, from £100 per week. Gas,
electric free, flush toilet, shower.
Contact Capt Price, Aldershot 314370,
Survival courses for soldiers or
civilians, two day basic, just £39.50.
Qualified instructors, SAE brochure.
S G Survival, 55a Staines Road, West
Sunbury, Middx.

Ramsgate. Small family guest house
would welcome long term/short term
residents. 50 yds sea, central heating,
television, friendly atmosphere. Write
or phone (before 10am please).

Guest House Spencer, 29 Augusta
Road, Ramsgate, Kent. Tel: 0843
588833.

Ski Belle Plagne ground floor studio,
superb skiing, guaranteed snow, part
of La Plagne ski complex, reduction
for Service personnel.

Tel: 0206 576693 or write to: § Meadow
Road, Colchester, Essex.

Costa del Sol. Two bedroomed
duplex apartment to let from £90 per
week. Large terrace overlooking pri-
vate beach and pools.

Major (Rtd) Bolton, 1 Plantation
Road, Tidworth, Hants. Tel Stone-
henge 46477.

France South. Near Cannes, 26’
luxury 6-berth mobile homes. All
mod cons, swimming pool, bar,shop.
Near sandy beaches. Resident British
managers. From £75 pw inclusive.
For colour brochure:

Cote d’Azur Holidays, 208 Canter-
bury Road, Herne Bay, Kent, CT6
5UB. Tel: 0227-372589/372427.
Tenerife: Forces special, jumbo jet
day flight plus superb beach apart-
ment in south from £199 per person 2
weeks, 4 sharing, one in twelve free,
fully bonded.

Viva Travel Lid, B&H House, 6
Wheler St, LKondon, El 6NR. 01
247 1982/6.

House Letting

The Servicemen’s Letting and Care-
taking Agency provides a property
management service which is second
to none. Designed by servicemen
specifically for house-owning service-
men in the Surrey/Sussex/Hampshire
areas. For brochure write or phone:

SLCA Wild Pines, Tekels Way,
Camberley, Surrey. Tel: (0276) 21847.

Houses for Sale

Mid Glamorgan. Three bedrgomed
modern semi-detached house, Pen-
coed. 4 miles Bridgend, ', mile M4,
easy access Cardiff, Newport, Swan-
sea. Large detached garage, garden
front/rear easily maintained, shed
included. Lounge, large kitted kit-
chen, separate dining room, bath-
room/wc, shower fitting. Floors
carpeted, S/F central heating. Vacant.
£22,500.Medway 401076.
Three-bedroomed semi in Sturry,
near Canterbury. Fully double glazed
gas central heating, lounge, dining
room etc., cooker, fridge, fitted
carpets, enclosed garden. £29,950.

WOI RSM Taylor, WO’s & Sgts
Mess, Oakington Bks, Longstanton,
Cambs. Oak Mil 205.
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ARMY boxers stormed into the
Navy’s citadel at Portsmouth
and handed eut the biggest
hiding the sailors have suffered

in the Combined Services
Boxing Championships for
many years. Navy boxer after
Navy boxer found himself
outboxed or outfought as the
Army powered to an 8-2
victory.

Last year, when the Army ended
the Navy’s six-year run as top dogs
in Services boxing there were Navy
complaints that they had been
‘robbed’ by the judges. This time,
apart from some half-hearted
booing and whistling at a couple
of decisions, the massive crowd at
HMS Nelson were shocked into a
stunned acceptance of their team’s
downfall,

The Army began in style with
the impeccable Sapper John
MacLean, last year’s big find,
facing the strong and aggressive
Cook Dave Pope. For three rounds
MacLean backpedalled away from

Pope’s remorseless pursuit — all -

the way picking away at his man
with cleancut jabbing.

Pope never gave up but Mac-
Lean skilfully avoided most of his
best shots and gained a unanimous
points verdict.

A one-sided bantamweight
contest lasted less than two rounds.
Lance Corporal Keith Howlett,
Royal Engineers, took control from
the opening bell. As the game AB
Tony Martin soaked up the
punishment his corner retired him
and the Army were two up.

At featherweight the Navy had
something to cheer. Marine Colin
Day, who has a cherubic face buta
devastating punch, waded into
Kevin Catherine and
floored him with a left jab and
right cross to the chin. Catherine
still had a vacant look and rubber

'ROYAL NAVY 2... THE ARMY 8

VICTORY MARGIN
REMOVES DOUBT!

legs when he was helped from the
ring minutes later.

Driver Neil Haddock, an ABA
semi-finalist last year before he
came into the Army, faced another
determined marine, Dave Robb.
Robb attempted to carry the fight
to Haddock — but this Haddock
was not for battering!

The southpaw RCT man boxed
cleverly and built up an impressive
points lead which Robb desperately
tried to counter with a knockdown.
But Haddock kept out of trouble
and got a unanimous decision.

MEM Brian Kearney is a stylish
performer and current Services
individual champion at light-
welterweight., Last year Lance
Corporal Eddie Gajny, Royal

Signals, had to retire with a cut

Rifleman Velinor (right) on his way
to victory over Marine Nicholson

eye when he met him — but he
was determined there would be no
repeat.

Gajny constantly crowded his
man allowing the skilful sailor few
opportunities to show his worth.
Gradually the contest became more
frenetic and it ended in a melee of
swinging fists. Gajny’s aggression
paid off and he got the unanimous
decision and both boxers were
commended by the referee for their
non-stop efforts.

Another marine, Phil Nichol-
son, came forward in a flatfooted
‘yomping’ style against Rifleman
Tony Velinor, from 3 RG]J.
Velinor, who has come on by leaps

and bounds in the last few months,
patiently built up a points lead
and eventually Nicholson took a
standing count. This was greeted
with booing and certainly the
strapping marine still looked well
able to defend himself. But there
could be only one points decision
and the Army led 5-1.

AB Wayne Green, winner of five
Service titles, made the mistake of
mixing it with his young, hard-
punching opponent, Fusilier Erroll
Holder (1 RRF). If the old fox had
relied on his superior ringcraft he
might have got away with it but
Holder’s punches told and in the
third round the longtime favourite
suffered two standing counts after
reeling on the ropes. Holder got
the majority points decision — the
end of an era for Green and the
Navy.

The next contest was the
quickest. PO Paul Pugh had been
touted as a possible winner by the
Navy but range Lance Corporal
Ken Moore (1 Kings Own Border)
had him down three times in a
minute before the referee stopped
the contest.

Marine Steve Heryet opened
each of his three rounds at light
heavyweight with a fierce assault
on Lance Corporal George Jay (1
RRF). But each time Jay jabbed
his way back into contention and
he took the unanimous decision
— again it did not go down well
with the crowd. The Army
supporters and most neutrals
accepted that Jay had boxed well
enough to win.

The *‘battle of the giants’ pltted
the redoubtable Corporal Horace
Miles (1 RG]J) against the Navy’s
best known boxer, AB Brian
Schumacher. The sailor went to
the Olympics last year but is a
natural middleweight and had to
put on extra weight for the fight.

A strangely out of touch Miles
seemed overawed by Schumacher,
who combines ring wizardy with
flamboyant conceit.

The Navy man, far from looking
overblown, was sharper and more
aggressive. Miles was only saved
by the bell at the end of the second
round and although he survived
for a points defeat it gave the Navy
a consolation win.

Staff Sergeant Mike Gannon’s
surprise package (more than half
the team were meeting the Navy
for the first time), had achieved a’
memorable victory.

Now his men must beat the RAF
at Aldershot on 22 February to
make sure of the title for the second
year running.

Standing proud... the Army team
parade before the big match with
the Navy
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hen Private Anne

Marie Briody decides

to get rough she is

fully capable of throw-
ing a great deal more than her
weight about, She is less than five
feet tall and weighs little more than
seven stone, but, in her class, she
is a world beater.

Last year she beat the reigning
British and world under 48 kilo
judo champion, Karen Briggs,
twice. And now that karen has
moved up to the under 52 kilo
class, Anne Marie has taken her
place as Britain’s number. one
representative in the women’s
superlightweight division.

Aged 19, Anne Marie works as
an Army telephone operator with
3 Squadron 10 Signal Regiment
in Aldershot, and takes part in judo
championships across Europe.

Last year was particularly frus-
trating for although she beat Karen
Briggs at the German Open
and the British Open she was not
selected for the world champion-
ships as Karen still occupied the
number one spot.

However 1985 should be Anne
Marie’s year. Having achieved
undisputed dominance of the 48
kilo class at the recent national
trials held at Crystal Palace, she
will be the automatic selection for
every major competition through-
out the year, from the European
Championships in Sweden right
through to the annual tournament
in Japan next December.

Looking further ahead there are
wider horizons as women’s judo
moves towards becoming a recog-
nised sport in both the Olympic
and Commonwealth Games.

It will be a display sport in the
Edinburgh Games of 1986, but
will definitely be included as a
medal event at Auckland, four
years later.

The year 1990 may seem a long

Anne Marie — and ademonstration
of her skills

way off but, according to one
official at the British Judo Assoc-
iation, Anne Marie should be by
then at the peak of her judo career.

JIM WOOD CLAIMS ANOTHER CROWN
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Staff Sergeant Jim Wood, APTC,
has another title to add to the four
British biatholon championships
he won in consecutive years.

He beat a group of other
endurance athletes to win the latest
‘Survival of the Fittest’ compe-
tition held at Snowdonia.

The biatholon involves cross
country ski-ing and shooting.
S/5gt Wood, a gym instructor with
the Royal Signals Junior Leaders
Regiment at Quston, represented
his country at both the 1980 Lake
Placid and 1984 Sarajevo Winter
Olympics.

But he recently retired from the
sport as his Corps had indicated
his promotion would suffer, and
his wife had said his marriage
would suffer if he continued.

His biatholon retirement was
not, however, going to be the end
of a career as a competitive
sportsman. At the age of 31 he
entered the gruelling ‘Survival’
event in the face of competition
from some of the best Fell runners
in Britain.

Staff Sergeant Jim Wood during

the ‘Survival of the fittest' com-
petition

Two events a day over a period
of five days were designed to test
fitness to the utmost. The athletes
had to run up Snowdon from the
bottom of the horseshoe to the top
in around 50 minutes, they had to
get a collection of logs, weighing
between 50 and 150 1bs, 200 metres
up a hill and on to a trailer, they
had a two mile down hill run, and
they had to negotiate a pretty
demanding assault course.

S/Sgt Wood found the downhill
race positively punishing. He said
his legs were so stiff afterwards
that he could hardly walk and it
took at least 10 days before he had
recovered sufficiently to. start
training again.

But he still had to compete in
the Snowdon run in order to retain
his commanding lead in " the
competition. He said, with some
understatement, that he found this
the most difficult part of all.

Later this year the exploits of
S/Sgt Wood and other competitors
will be shown on television, as
Harlech TV filmed the entire event
and are preparing a feature
documentary for transmission
around August.
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