
-h 
qk THE BRITISH ARMY January 1998 E1.60 

c -3 

!4 

f.) Also inside: , 
Sara ione! 
in t e rvibey 

’ % 

c 
L. 

RCBW go4 
Ici r m i s h i n 

‘OLL 

Who dares 
bobsleigh? 



I a 

P 

IN FI~VI'AIBIJI IB I JICIM N 
FOR 'rH11 ~IIIAI'I'l~I~l~ 

Provides emergency all weather cover in minutes 
WE WILL TAILOR MAKE UNITS TO SUIT YOUR REQUIREMENTS 

I 

with up to 50% more usable light and up to 20% larger footprint than any other similar system. tt is 
alao cold to the touch. Each element is able to give you 5000 houn of life. 

TELEPHONE 44 01484 646559 FACSIMILE: 44 01484 644450 
Email Richard@airshel.dernon.co.uk 
AIRESHELTA, JUIInEE WORKS, 10 DALE STREET, LONG W OOD, H tJ D D ER SF1 E L D, H D 3 4T G 



January 1998 
Vol Sb/l 

Founded 1845 

Tenitorid Army Magsline 
i"D0rpOrBting the 

15 On exercise 
British recce troops 'find, 
fix end strike' in Egypt 

18 Carry on, doctor 
33 Fd Hosp deploys into the field 

I 19 Chuckle with Chip 
Padres on the spot 

20 Unit 

22 

spotlight 
1 AAC prepares for 
arrival of Apache 

1997 
review 

. 
The stories that made 
last year's headlines 

'I 24 who dares.. . 
Our reporter goes bobsleighing 

26 Issues 
How do you cope with violence in the 
home? Cari answers your questions 

Bobsleighing for a 
dare: Pages 24-25 29 Skirmishing 

I 

Army: 
Pages 32-33 

1 RGBW "on the pull" 

30 Cotswold Centre 
Services' haven for families could 
be under threat of closure 

32 MyArmy 
Sara Jones 

Nostalgia 
How first BAOR families coped 

36-37 COVER STORY 
WO2 Pete Bristo's imaginative electroni- 
cally-enhanced images-within-an-image 
won him a top award at the Army Photo- 
graphic Competition prizegiving. 

39 Kitstop 

48 On expedition 

Chance to win a GPS 

Adventurous training round-up 

62 Mailbag 
GJII War ness researcners 
neeo Solaier readers' help 

64 Reviews 

70 Voxpop 

66 Bulletin board 

More war walks with Richard Holmes 

Rations: relish or rubbish? 

Reunions, searchline and 
appointments 

I 
PLUS 

9 Operational honours 40 Sport 47 HOAY 50 Advertising 
61 World of wheels 67 Questions of rank 68 Diary 

to soldier 

I ifel ine 
r our 
milies 

Services Cotswold 
tre is unique. The 
it provides to sol- 
, sailors and ahnen 

ake to do away with 

it. Two years ago 
Keith Burton was 

omide. The peace and 
mequillity of the centre, 
cornbined with the sense 
ufsecurity afforded by a 
s m t  perimeter fence 
and 24-hour guard, 
m n t  that for the first 

in years he was able 
to move his bed indoors. 

E e  was discharged 
fnm the Army at the 
m i n g  of December 
an4 because of his condi- 
tion needs somewhere 
quiet to live -the sound 
of a car backfiring can 
came him problems. 
Experienced staff at the 
Catswold Centre made it 
ds4r business to find him 
s u b  a house. (See Pages 
30-3 1 .) 



Corn pensat ion 
rules for soldiers 

If it’s in the 
Army, it‘s 

Red Paws day at Ballykelly 
’ I  

I. 

/a/, registered to be simplified 
THE Ministry of Defence owns a church in Biggin 
Hill but no castles. It has more horses than tanks, 
many valuable antiques (including the Duke of 
Wellington’s desk), a number of working farms and 
847 items of railway rolling stock and locomotives. 

This information is contained in the MOD section 
of the 550-page National Asset Register published 
on November 24 by the Government. 

Nicknamed the “Domesday Book”, the register 
will “bring greater knowledge of assets owned by the 
state and improve openness and accountability,” 
said Defence Secretary George Robertson. 

“Knowing what assets there are will enable the 
Government to take more informed decisions on 
what it should do with them.” 

Mr Robertson said he was determined to ensure 
every pound paid out on defence was well spent. 
“The asset register will be used to make sure that we 
only retain in MOD ownership what we need for the 
country’s defence.” 

MOD’S 75-page entry gives a snapshot of the 
deparment in September 1997. Values of assets are 
not yet given but will be provided during the early 
part of this year. “For the first time ever we will have 
a comDlete Dicture of all the assets the department 

The level of benefits paid out to 
Servicemen and women falls short 
of those awarded to civilians for 
injuries at work. Within the Army, if 
the cause of death or injury is attrib- 
utable to service, the compensation 
is calculated as one-and-a-halftimes 
the person’s annual salary. The gen- 
eral level of compensation for a civil- 
ian can be two or three times the 
salary. 

Injury claims may be lodged 
through the Criminal Injuries Board 
and there is an arrangement under 
which soldiers can make claims to 
the board if they are injured over- 
seas. These claims are presently 
only successful if the claimants can 
prove themselves to be victims of 
criminal activity. An injury in 
Northern Ireland may be compen- 
sated under the Criminal Injuries 
Act by the Northern Ireland Oflice. 
A soldier shot in Bosnia, and not 
invalided out, is unable to make a 
claim as there is no organisation in 
Bosnia to pay up. 

The results of the review, which 
will not affect war pensions, are 
likely to be published in a consulta- 
tion document in the summer. 

IT IS possible under current rules 
for soldiers injured in Northern Ire- 
land by a terrorist to receive com- 
pensation, hut the same soldiers 
would get nothing if they were hurt 
in Bosnia because they are operating 
in a war environment. 

In the light of this and other anom- 
alies, the whole question of paying 
compensation to Service personnel 
and their dependants is to he looked 
at in a wide-ranging review. 

Armed Forces Minister Dr John 
Reid said the Government was con- 
cerned at the complexity of the 
existing system, and the differing 
circumstances in the ways compen- 
sation is paid. 

“I want a modern, fair and simpli- 
fied scheme which would apply to 
all Service personnel injured or 
killed on peacetime duties, whether 
they are on training or operations,” 
said Dr Reid. 

Injury claims are dealt with by 
two administrations at present: the 
MOD, which provides pensions for 
people invalided out of the Services, 
and the Department of Social Secu- 
rity, which is responsible for war 
pensions. 

The first Red Pawshouiderfiash formember softhe Army 
Dog Unit in Norihern ireiand was presented to Cpl Jason 
Rowlinson (left) by Col Trevor White at Ballykelly. 
watched by specialist dog Myrtle. Since 1974 the only 
way to recognise dog-handlers has been by the tiny Red 
Paw badge next to the corps or regimental cap badge. 

GOC Norihern Ireland has agreed that the flash, worn 
on the left shoulder of combat clothing, will be a battlefield 
recognition symbol. It will be worn only in the Province, 

Support line: a volunteer in training at Upavon 

II ’ at end r I I W I  

of the line New king of the Castle 
Mal Gen Mark Strudwick 
(right), late Royal Scots, is 
the new GOC Scotland and 
Governor of Edinburgh 
Castle. He has taken over 
from Maj Gen Jonathan 
Hall, who has retired to 
become Lieutenant Gover- 
nor of the Royal Hospital 
Chelsea. 

Gen Strudwick‘s previ- 
ous post was Director of 
Infantry at Warminster. 
0 Appointments - Page 66 

A CONFIDENTIAL freephone 
telephone support line has been set 
up for soldiers who want help out- 
side their chain of command. It is 
one of the Army’s equal opportuni- 
ties initiatives designed to root out 
harassment and discrimination. 

It can also be used by soldiers and 
their families for advice about other 
emotional problems. 

Launching it last month, Gen Sir 
Alex Harvey, the Adjutant General, 
said “There is a communication 
problem within the Army. Everyone 
is so busy these days and soldiers 
find themselves being moved from 
one place to another, which in itself 
causes problems. 

“Discrimination, in whatever 
form it takes, is unacceptable. Our 
Servicemen and women must be 
able to enjoy equality of opportunity 
in an environment free from any 
harassment. The confidential sup- 
port line is just one of the initiatives 
which we promised and which will 
help to bring these about.” 

Operated by SSAFA Forces Help, 
the initial two lines will be manned 
on a rota basis by 14 specially- 
chosen civilian advisers. Many have 
experience with the Samaritans and 
Relate and in equal oppormities. 

Civilian lines from the UK, Ger- 
many and Cyprus will he open for 
12 hours from noon until midnight 
(UK time) every day. Callers will be 
dealt with in confidence and do not 

have to give their names. An anony- 
mous civilian postal box number 
will also be available. 

As well as providing someone to 
talk to, the service can give practical 
advice on where to go for help. A log 
will be kept on types of enquiry so 
the team can supply the Army with 
information on any obvious trends. 

The support line, set up as a trial, 
will be reviewed after a year. 

“We do not know what to expect 
at the moment,” said Maj Mike 
Smart, the military project officer. 
“A number of calls were received in 
the first two days, none of them on 
harassment. We will adjust or 
extend as the need arises. We have 
the capability for up to 16 lines and 
could keep it open 24 hours a day if 
necessary.” 

The support line will cost the 
Army L250,OOO to run and will 
operate from the Adjutant General‘s 
headquarters at Upavon, Wilts. 

0 Helpline numbers - Page 66 

owns? said-Mr Robertson. 
TRIAL RUN 

MOD’S asset register forms~ part of the informa- 
tion needed for the introduction of resource 
accounting and budgeting (RAB), which will have a 
trial run in 1998-99. These accounts and those for 
1999-2000, the first to be published, will be audited 
by the National Audit Oflice. 

The register includes top-level budgets (TLBs), 
agencies, trading funds and executive non-depart- 
mental public bodies such as museums. 

M r  Robertson said information contained in the 
directory would enable the MOD to concenmate on 
core functions and to wage war on waste. This 
information, under RAB, would be used to bring 
home to people the full cost ofwhat they were doing 
and the assets they employed in meeting their objec- 
tives. 

Values of assets are being compiled on an exist- 
ing-use basis and not market value for disposal. In 
the case of land and buildings within the Defence 
Estate, a firm of chartered surveyors has been 
engaged to carry out the valuation. 

In the case of fightlng equipment, an exercise is 
under way to ascertain the gross replacement price 
for each equipment type, from which the current 
value of each specific item will be derived. 

0 The church, SI George’s, in Biggin Hill, is the 
only one owned by the MOD in a town. It has many 
churches on military bases. The Duke of Wellington’s 
desk in Horse Guards, Whitehall, is in the office of the 
GOC London Distrlct. He uses It every day. 

OOThe farms, run by tenants, are used for training. 
O H  The Army sends a train once a fortnight 

through the Channel Tunnel to Germany. 

Hard-pressed for ch- ‘ty 
Troops rescue sheep stranded by flood 
AN Army boat section helped RUC able dinghy were called to the inci- 
officers rescue sheep stranded by dent as weather men warned that 
flooding on farmland at Sixmilewa- more heavy rain was on the way. 
ter, Templepatrick, CO Antrim. As water levels rose, some of the 

The soldiers, members of 25 sheep were moved to safety by boat 
Engineer Regiment based at while the rest were herded to high 
Masserene Barracks, Antrim, rushed ground. Section leader Sgt Bum 
to the scene after the alarm was Wolstenholme said: “It took us 
raised by local people who believed about an hour-and-a-half in water 
30 animals were in danger of drown- that was waist-deep. With the fore- 
ing. cast for more bad weather, we’re 

A four-man team with an inflat- glad all the sheep are safe.” 

GUTERSLOH-based 26 Regiment RA 
is due to deploy on January 8 to Bosnia 
for a six-month tour of duty with the 
Stabiiisation Force (SFOR). 

0 A demolition training bridge, built 
by 22 Engr Regt and opened at Tid- 
worth last month, has been named in 
honour of the 1,153ft-long Kaiewa 
Bridge, constructed bv sappers across 

the Chindwin in Burma in 1944. Build- 
ing of the new bridge was overseen by 
Maj Matthew Tresidder, nephew of Maj 
Peter Tresidder, who managed the 
Second World War project. 

0 Almost 200 military drivers con- 
verged on Dulmen. Germany for Exer- 
cise Magnum Spirit, the Army’s premier 
driver training event. Cpi Mark Burion 

(3 HSME) and SSgt Mai Bowden 
(ACIO, Exeter) retained the title of first 
overail crew. The event, run by the 
British Army Motoring Association, was 
sponsored by Rover Deutschland. 

0 101 (Nollhumberland) Regiment 
RA (V) has become the only Territorial 
Army unit to be equipped with the Multi- 
pie Launch Rocket Svstem(MLRSb 

1.8KJ63.’ 
SSgt Steve Grey pressed up. . . and up. . . and u p ,  . , a 
staggering 1.783timesinan hourtoraisef750forayoung 
people’s club in the North East. “They were full press-ups 
where you put your chest to the floor, fully extending the 
arms in true corps tradition,” said Steve. an APTC instruc- 
tor with 39 Regiment HA, in Newcastle. And it was good 
training in h is  bid to retain his British powerlifting title. 
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Please send me the Natocars Buying and Price Guide, car brochures of my choice, plus other information as shown a 
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Soldiers honoured for 
service in Northern 
Ireland and abroad 
BRIG Gordon Hughes has been QGM - WO1 C Munro. Para; SSgt R V 
appointed CBE for outstanding lead- Price APTC. 
ership o f  the multi-national signals 

MID - Cpi J Burtney, R Irish LCpl D J 
Clarke RLC; Bdr M P Fountain RA; Cpl R force in Bosnia. 

A citation says his performance was E John RLC; Lcpl McKnight SG: cPl 
the major contributory factor to  the 
overall success of the Stabilisation 
Force (SFOR). QCB - CSgt G B Homan, Para; WO1 i 

Also appointed CBE is Brig David Mapp QGM, RLC; Cpl C Patterson 
Leakey, who commanded a multi- AGC(RMP); Lt D Poole RLC; WO2 I D 
national brigade and became chief of Swan RLC. 
staff o n  the Multi-National Division. Qcvs - Bdr 

Among Other awards in the latest Atkinson, R Irish; Lt Col R H Bounsall RA  
list o f  operational honours i s  an MBE capt J ~~h~ RE; sgt D Bushell ~ W R R ;  
to  L c P l  Heidi  D m n e  for her “Out- Sgt s Cameron SG; Sgt G F Cusack R E  
standine contribution” to  civil affairs Pte w Faulkner. R Irish: Col S J GillesDie. 

Ahddoud RA; wo2 

- 
in Banja Luka where, as a 
member o f  156 Provost 
Company, Royal Mil i tary 
Police, she was responsible 
for patrolling the city. 

The citation says her per- 
sistence, determination and 
professionalism were in- 
strumental in improving 
the lives o f  many under- 
privileged people for whom 
she worked unstintingly. 

Ma j  Lincoln Jopp i s  
awarded the Mil i tary Cross Cpl Dunne, MBE 
for his gallant actions in 
Sierra Leone following an attempted 
rebel coup against the government. In 
June 1997 he was advising a Nigerian 
force when it was attacked by  mortar, 
small arms and missile fue. 

H e  stayed at his post, advising the 
Nigerian commander and saving the 
lives o f  many civilians. 

Lt Col  Andrew Gale, who defused 
a tense and dangerous situation at 
Lungi airport following the coup, i s  
awarded the QMG. Following threats 
of execution he persuaded rebels to 
release unarmed civilians who had 
been taken captive. 

For service in 
Northern Ireland 
CBE - Col T W Hambrook OBE, late D 
and D. 

OBE - Lt Col D G Benest MBE. Para; Lt 
Col I R Liles MBE, R Irish. 

MBE - Maj M E Daubney R E  Maj R C 
Davies QGM, RLC; Maj R Davis RRW; 
Maj M J Haywood Smith RA Capt C A St 
J James PWRR; WO2 K M Lane RE; 
CSgt V N Magee. R Irish Maj N P Mat- 
calfe QGM, R Signals; Lt Col D N Yates 
AGC(ALS). 

Para; CSgt’D’ M Hammond; 
Gren Gds; Maj S G Hayes 
AGC(RMP); Sgt Ben Huxiey, 
Para; Sgt P Markham. R 
Anglian. 

Cpl P P Marsh RAMC; Sgt T 
McKee, Hldrs; Lt Col A J 
Miller-Bakewell SG: WO1 S P 
Milsom BEM, Gren Gds; Cpl M 
Mitchell R E  Lt Col P R Newton 
PWRR; WO1 P G Pinchard 
REME Sgt R Simpson, R 
Irish; WO2 N Stenton SG; Lt 
Col D N F Stewart, Hldrs; Lt M 
J Turnbull LI; CSgt K Vickers 
PWRR: Mal the Hon M A F 

Vincent MBE. RA. 

For service 
in former Yugoslavia 
CBE - Brig S G Hughes, late R Signals; 
Brig A D Leakey, late RTR. 

OBE - Col M A C Hughes. late R E  Lt Col 
R L Kirkland GH. 

MBE - Maj R G Burns, R Angiian (TA); 
LCpl H M Dunne AGC(RMP). 

QCB - Maj K S Logan RA (TA). 

QCVS - -Cpl A - Beton. Int Corps (TA,. 
SSgt D G N Best RE, ~t Col M R Lanham 
MBE. RLC, Mal G E -0woer RS: Lt C P 
Macdonalo LG -1 Col R A  Martin REME, 
Capt A Parvez RA. -1 Col R A B Rams- 
oen Scots DG, Capt I R Rana. .nt Corps. 
LI Z R Stenn ng Gh. Mal Gen E J Weob- 
Carter OBE ate Glen Gds 

Miscellaneous 
MC- Mal - P M .opp SG 

OGM - Lt Col A R Gale MBE. R S gna s 

OCB - Mal h J B Slinger RA 

QCVS - Mal M R hanscomo PWRR 
WO2 C A R ley RGBW 

8 

TA trail ig 
‘subject to 
S D R- study‘ 
:UTURE 1ra.ning of TA dnits will depeno on the 01- 
:ome 01 a Strategic Defence Rev ew stuoy nto the 
;tie and snape 01 tne Regular ano Reserve Forces. 
he Armeo Forces M,n,ster sa d In the Commons 

He was replying 10 Canterbury MP dlian Braz.er. 
10 der 01 the Territorial Decorat on, who had asked 
what steps were 
)eng taken to 
?nsJre TA dnils 
:OJ,O cont nue 
.nit-leve exercis- 
?s and format.on- 
eve1 train ng. ooln 
)I which ‘anracled 
md retained me A summary of Defence 
,est.q.al.n, topics from Westminster 
n tne TA. Tne 
n nister sad fodr format on- eve1 exerc ses were 
1 anned for tne TA In 1998. the same nLrnoer as in 
1997. 

Dther points from Parliament: 

0 Armed Forces Minister John Reid has set up a 
earn to implement recommendations on the opera- 
:ional capability of the Defence Medical Services, 
xdered a review of the work of the Defence Sec- 
mdary Care Agency in the UK, and called for pro. 
msals to improve morale and retention among 
3MS personnel. 

U A shortlist of consortia for the complete 
modernisation of Colchester Garrison under a 
major private finance inltlatlve project is 
Expected to bedrawn up shortly, with thealm 01 
placing a contract by mid-1999. 

U Vickers Defence Systems is expected to deiiv. 
er the first Challenger 2 tanks to the Army in June 
this year, as planned. 

0 Between May 1 and October 1 1997,5,00(1 
personnel left the Army and 6,000 were recruited 

U Latest figures show that 45 per cent of those 
entering the Royal Militaly Academy, Sandhurst 
were educated at State schools. 

P In the 12 months to September 1,1997,14 
per cent of new recruits to the Armed Forcer 
were women. As already announced, from Apri 
1 the proportion of posts In the Army open tc  
women will Increase to 70 per cent. 

0 Electronic Data Systems (Defence) Ltd war 
the f30m, 12-year contract to deliver most service: 
at the Armed Forces Personnel Administratior 
Agency, launched on April 1, 1997. About 900 civil. 
ians are moving move permanently to EDS. plus 
100 militaiy personnel initially. 

0 On October 1 1997 45,867 men and 8,W 
women were serving In the TA. The figures dc 
not include 1,394 male and 11 female Non-Reg 
uiar Permanent Staff (NRPS). 
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io operate the 
ice M3 bridging 

sysnarn, which 
entered service just 
over a year ago. 
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Paras pulled out 
TROOP levels in Northern Ireland have 
been reduced in a move seen as a significant 
sign of reduced tension in the Province. 

About 250 toops, comprising WO com- 
panies and the headquarters of the Urban 
Reinforcement Battalion - currently the 
3rd Battalion, The Parachute Regiment - 
left Northern Ireland in late November and 
returned to their Dover base. 

The Minisuy of Defence said the move 
had been made on the advice of the Chief 
Constable of the Royal Ulster Constabu- 
lary and the General Officer Commanding 
Northern Ireland. It was made possible by 
the continuing reduction in the level of sup- 
port need by the police since the IRA cease- 
iire in July. 

According to the MOD statement: “It 

reflects the improved security situation and 
is a further step towards normality.” 
The MOD has, however, suessed that the 

withdrawn mops  remain ready to return to 
the Province at short notice should the 
security situation require it. The level of 
threat is kept under constant review. 

More than 1,000 petrol bombs were 
tbrown during rioting in Londonderry over 
the weekend of December 13-14. But the 
trouble, sparked by the annual Apprentice 
Boys’ parade through the city, was con- 
tained by the RUC. 

And in a further measure announced by 
the RUC, daylight foot patrols by the Army 
in Belfast in support of the police have 
ceased. 

0 3 Para soldier’s world walk - Page 12 
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lancers 
UNITS of The Queen’s Royal Lancers 
have returned to Imphal Barracks at 
Osnahruck after eight months in Canada 
serving as opposition forces (OPFOR) at 
the British Armv Training Unit Suf6eld 

I 

(BATUS). 
Workine with the BATUS uermanent 

staff andsmaller support dts also on 
temporary deployment, the Lancers dis- 
guised their lightly-annoured tracked 
recce vehicles and Land Rovers to simu- 
late ex-Eastem bloc armour. 

Fitted with laser detectors, the hybrid 
vehicles tested the fighting sldlls of battle- 
groups in five successive exercises. Each 
consisted of 11 days of live firing, fol- 
lowed by 11 days of simulated engage- 
ments. 

it 
Fortunately for the Lancers, there was 

time to enjoy the great Canadian wilder- 
ness. During periods of R and R, the sol- 
diers went mountaineering, horse riding, 
skiing, white water rafting, and freefall 
parachuting. 

Among the visitors to the prairie were 
Gen Sir Michael Walker, C-in-C HQ 
Land, and members of the Army Forces 
Pay Review Body, led by Sir Gordon 
Hourston. 

The Lancers’ camp also prove ataac- 
tive to some of the wild local residents, 
including prairie dogs or gophers. The 
little animals seemed to have a fascination 
for shiny objects and on at least on occa- 
sion made an attempt to steal the regi- 
ment’s famous “death’s head” cap badge. 

m m 
m 

A FORCE of Territorial Army soldiers 
from the 3rd Battalion, The Staffordshire 
Regiment gained valuable hands-on 
experience with American weapons sys- 
tems and kit during Exercise Rattlesnake, 
a two-week training deployment to Indi- 
ana. 
As guests of the 2nd 152nd (Mecha- 

nised) Infantry Battalion, the British sol- 
diers were able to work with American 
armoured vehicles and become familiar 
with their hosts’ weapons, including ven- 
erable .5in Browning madme-guns. 

In an opportunity rarely given to TA 
soldiers, the company’s command team 
directed US Air Force ground attack air- 
craft on to targets. The F16 pilots, oper- 
ating from a nearby base, were surprised 
to hear the distinctive British regional 
accents crackling over their radios but 
apparently coped well with the challenge. 

Less conventional training was under- 
taken at a cenue for search and rescue 
mining. In probably the most testing 
phase of their deployment, the Staffords 
practised rescue techniques in a purpose- 
built complex of tunnels and ruhble- 
strewn ruins. 

The learning process was not, however, 
one-sided. While the soldiers from Eng- 
land were enjoying the pleasant tempera- 
Nres and mid-west American outdoor 
lifestyle, a similar number of American 
reservists were experiencing hospitality 
and training around Burton-on-Trent. 

Even those Americans who had not 
been able to cross the Atlantic learned 
something from their British counter- 
parts. During the R and R period, an 
important element of the exercise, some 
Indiana troops became dab hands with a 
cricket bat. 

Caught in the act: this prairie dog, found 
stealing a Lancers’ cap badge, was sent on 
his way with a stomach full of w k e  

C ha I lenge 
group on 
100 k-0 U t 
for leaders 
iN organisation which arranges educa- 
ional and adventurous oppommities 
or 15 to 18-year-olds is lookingformil- 
tary personnel to ea as team leaders. 
World Challenge Expeditions, whose 

lresident is Lt Col (Retd) Tony 
itrearher, a former sports and estates 
pfficer at Sandhurst, has in the past ten 
‘wan sent more than 4,000 British sN- 
lents to 30 countries, including Nepal, 
Solivia, Zimbabwe and Indonesia. 
The four-week expeditions involve a 

physical adventure -such as climbing a 
aountain, surviving in jungle, crossing 
desert - and most include a communi- 

y aid project. 
EXPENSES PAlD - - _ ~ _  ~ 

Leaders, who should have appropri- 
te mountain leader mining, a first aid 
lualiiication and some travel knowl- 
dge, receive an all-expenses paid trip. 
kperience of working with young 
ieople can be an advantage. 
A =cent expedition to Uganda by 14 

iupils from Dame Man’s School in 
Jewcastle climbed Mount Elgon and 
ssisted in a building project for the 
Jgandan Society for Disabled Chil- 
ken. It was led by Capt Ian Reeves of 
’he Queen’s Lancashirr Regiment, a 
eteran of more than one WCE trip and 
ne of more than 40 Army officers and 
JCOs to have led expeditions. 
More details in DCI JS 96/97 (Sept 6, 

7)orcall0181961 1122. 
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I best will do i t  the 8th 

Battalion, The Royal 
Irish Reglment drlll 
competiiion in 
Armagh. 

Capt Andy Nye 
Inspects the award- 
winning team of part- 
timers from A 
Company. 

But H Company 
emerged as the best 
full-time team on the 
parade ground. 

HC! and Suppolt Sqn. 
39 Engr Re@ based ai 
Waterbeach, built two 
10m-long footbridges 
in Monmouthshire as 
Dart of the MilitaN Aid 
to the Civil Communi- a (;scheme. . I 

Worthy partnership over NVQs 
~~ 

THE School of Employment Training, 
pan of the Adjutant General's Corps 
Training Group at Worthy Down near 
Winchester, has forged formal links with 
Salisbury College for National Vocational 
Qualifications training. 

Apartnership agreement was signed by 
commanding officer Lt Col Alan Brown 
and Dr Mike Halle, deputy principal of 

the college. The function of the School of 
Employment Training is to Pain all mili- 
tary clerks for service in units worldwide 
as administrators. 

During basic training junior military 
clerks work towards NVQs level 2, lead- 
ing to a level 3 award when they return to 
Worthy Down after 18 months for addi- 
tional military qualifications. 

New members drop in on the Pathfinders 
n 

THE Parachute Reglment'sBllte Pathfinder 
Platoon has five new members. Of the 30 
aspiring Pathfinders who began a gN- 
elling selection cadre In October, the five 
were the only ones to win the maroon-and- 
green arrow shoulder flashes. 

Platoon commander Capt Jon Allum 
said: "Selection is competltlve and hard 
but offers many rewards. Few units can 
Mer more satlsfaction." 

The new Pathfinders (holding their 

shoulder flashes) are pictured above with 
some of their trainers. Left to right: LCpl 
Kevln O'Connor, LCpl Neil Swinton, Cap 
Allum, Brig Graeme Lamb, Pte Robert Hall 
(best student), WO2 Jack Raeper, Cpl 
Brendan Byrnes and LCpl Darren Brazier. 

Pathflnder selection cadres are held 
twice a year, in February and March, and 
October and November. lnformatlon packs 
are available from CSM Raeper on Alder- 
shot Mil(722) 4419. 

SIX soldiers from the Durham Light 
Infantry found their sea legs on 
board the aircraft carrier HMS Invin- 
cible. Durlng routlne exercises off 
the Spanish coast, which also 
involved Royal Air Force crews 
operating Harrier ground attack air- 
craft from the carrier, the soldiers 
worked as seamen. 

TA and Regular Army chefs scooped 
two gold medals, four silvers and a 
bronze at the tri-Service salon culinaire 
cookery championships at HMS 
Nelson, Portsmouth. It was the first 
time the Catering Support Regiment 
RLC had entered a team in the event. 

Challenger 2 has passed a series of 
rigorous reliability tests imposed by the 
MOD on the manufacturers, Vickers. 
Deliveries to the Army are scheduled 
to begin in early 1998, although the 
tank is already in service with the 
Oman Army, which ordered 20 more 
tanks in November. 

The machine-gun platoon of the 6th 
(Northumberland) Battalion, The Royal 
Regiment of Fusiliers overcame nine 
other teams to win the 2nd Division's 
annual competition for machine-gun- 
ners. Shooting over 1,100 metres, and 
occasionally using controllers to bring 
fire on to targets that were out of sight, 
the fusiliers achieved a score of 855 
points out of a possible 1,200. 

Col Nick Richards has 
taken over as comman- 
dant of the Royal Military 
School of Music, Kneller 
Hall, from Col Tlm Hog- 
garth. Col Hoggarth, orlg- 
inally a gunner, is retiring 
from the Army after 38 
years' service, the last 
three at Kneller Hall as 
Director Corps of Army 
Music, Inspector of Army 
Music and commandant. Hoggarth 

Friendly rivalry was the order of the 
day when 27 teams from eight coun- 
tries took part in the eighth Reserve 
Forces Association skill-at-arms meet- 
ing on the Bisley-Pirbright range com- 
plex. Guest teams of NATO reserve 
officers and NCOs flew in from 
Antwerp, Arkansas, Oslo and Geneva 
to take part. 

Belgian, Dutch and German units 
were involved and there was a strong 
contingent from Denmark and Norway. 
TA honour was upheld by Cambridge 
University Officers' Training Corps, and 
the event was co-ordinated by Maj 
Martin Farnan, R Irish, with help from 
3rd Battalion, The Staffordshire Regi- 
ment and 207 Field Hospital RAMC. 
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PM calls on 
Banja Luka 

Tenitorial army chef Tracy Cockenole developed such a 
taste for soldiering she decided to pin up permanently. 
Camp cuisine for 350 Fiem Squadron, 73 Engineer Regi- 
nmnt,became ambrosial when Tracy joined them two 
years ago. The former professional chef, pictured trying 
the taste lest MI Sgl Dave Baker, has joined the RLC. 

Images of war 1 -  
Around the world 
- in 36,000 miles 

Plnup girl Mallnda ensured Chrlatmas cam early for lucky sol- 
d h  of the 9tMIZth Lancars when ehe vlsited them at f m l n g  Banjo Luka In 
Boania to deliver a kn bag of Caley's Marching Chocolate on behalf of TIM Sun 
newspllper. She eleo called on 40th Reglmnt gunners bared et Sanskl Most. 

Do you trust the 
Vetting Agency? 

PARATROOPER Cpl 
Karl Bushby is planning a 
unbr&en,soloworldwalk 
- an expedition of 36,000 
miles. 

Histripwillstartnext 
Ombcr and take him 
thmugh 25 wnntdes, 
across four continents, a 
frozensca, six desats and 
seven mountain ranges. 
Cpl Bushby, based with 
the 3rd Botcllion. The 

Cpl Bushby will head 
south-west down the 
eastern coast of Russia 
into Asia and thea cross 
Europe, rraching the UK 
via the b e l .  

"This challenge is 
fdgbtening, but I know I 
will cope," he said. "As a 
soldier, p&&y in 
The Parachute Regiment, 
YQU M umosed m the 

Sgt Scott Uster will never forget war-tom Bosnia. The 
paintings he has done during his six-month posting in 
Sarajevo provide a lasting reminder of the sights he has 
seen. The Royal Logistic Corps Postal and Courier cper- 
ator paints for wlleegues and friends in the evenings 
after dealing with hundreds of letters at the busy Sarajevo 
British Forces Post Office. He has been painting in 
acrylics for the past five years. 

'My mother paints miniatures and my brother is an 
artist - but I actually failed art at school," he said. 

THREE stnined-&as windown have been made for 
Tidwortb Garrisoo Cathdic Church, cach com- 
manmstiog a pemd in &e gnnison's military his- 
tow. The "millennium windows" wcre blessed and 
inaugurated during a cooalebrpted nuss led by the 
Rt Rrv Francis Wslmslcy, rhe Catholic M i l i i  

DO YOU think of the Defence Vet- 
ting Agency as a confidential service 
providing the necessary reassurance 
that the people who have access to 
sensitive information are trustwor- 
thy? Or does it conjure up images of 
men in raincoats asking embarrass- 
ing questions? Whatever you think, 
the DVA would like your views. 

Since its formation in April the 
DVA has been looking at ways of 
providing a better, quicker, more 
efficient service and has commis- 
sioned a confidential survey to help 
identify areas where improvements 
are needed and to provide a baseline 
for future evaluations. 

The survey will cover a represen- 
tative sample of DVA customers and 

~ 

recently-vetted subjects. If you 
receive a form the DVA ask you to 
spare the time to 6ll it in since your 
v i m  are important. 

If you are not a regular customer 
of the DVA's services or have not 
been vetted recently, but still wish to 
make your views hown, contact the 
agencyon01712186804. 

Gift wrapped 
BOMBdisposal experts from 33 
Engineer Regiment (EOD) at Wim- 
bish have presented the casing of a 
2 5 0 k  German bomb to the town of 
Rainham, Essex. Soldiers from 21 
Fd Squ (EOD) bad made the bomb 
safe after it was found in the town. 

Bishop ofthe Forces. 
One is dedicated to Fsthsr 

Gmy Weston, killed in the 
Atdpshot terrorist bombing 
25 ~ieprs ago. His sister and 
rrpresmtatmcs from The 
pprschua Regiment attend- 
ed the masn. 

The churcb celebmted its 
BSth aImiwmy last year. 
The windows were the idee 
of Fr Ian Evms, chapIain to 
1MeChanrsed ' %-.He 
s l id : 'Thewind~arenot  
museum pieces. They M 
wimw to our ppst and our 
present and it is most 
apprgffiptc they are placed 
hereinamilitarychunh? 

T h b ~ c o m n a R o  
-lk.-ghnnby 

P-=-Pwop.ntlon 
3Ezl~d7 
I n b m w ~ b  

I IM'S ultimate munm . . . &vimnmen~ and every- 
pupchute -& in W m ~ * n q  W t h e A r m y h a s u g t i t  
Dover, has been in the Army for 11 me will srend me in good stead." 
pus. He will remain a soldier for Cpl Bushbfs ability $0 use tow118 
the first yeat of his wak, code- and v&gm for food supplies will 
named "&Iiath - The Challenge", determine his route. He intends to 
which take him frum the southem pdequipmentrathadmn mrryit. 
tip of South America to Menico, the He was invited by 10 Downing 
United States, Canada and Aleutcn. Street to the I d  held at -ion 

The frozen Arctif waters of the House, London, to mark the golden 
Ch* SCP no& of the &eo% wedding smn+ary ofthe Queen 
SmiawinactasabkIgetoSberia. nndRinaphiltp. 

TROOPS from 24 Airmobile Brigade major air defenoe prre,hesplmphy, 
won the field battle - and the PR initia- w e r e 2 0 9 ~ f m ~ .  
tive ~ during a week-long exercise in 
the West Country. Speaking as his 0 A IlOyeerdMdlver Owes has 
NATO Rapid Reaction Corps soldiers tion carried out in Northern Ireland. 0 For the third year running. beenpmsmted on b&a#ofhe Mrec- 
regrouped. Brig Mark Eicomb said: tor osneral Anny Medical ssrvica, 
"The South West proved an excellent Gen Robh SIP&, 10 he bad of the 
location for Exercise Gryphon's Eye P a k m  Amy Moacal Cerps b mark 

0 Russian inspectors visited Alder- 
grove and Kinnegar under the Conven- 
tional Forces in Europe (CFE) Treaty 
last month. It was the first such inspec- 

0 AAC chef LCpl Leslie Hitchcock 
won the title of Young Army Chef of the 

at Wattisham, fought off strong compe- 
tition in the 17-24 age Section at the 
Services culinary cookery competition, 

Durham-based 205 Battery received 
the Queen's Cup, the Territorial Army 
field gunners' top award, at the Nation- 
al Artillery Association prizegivi soyearsofkutspenanoeandW& 
the Guildhall. London. Winners iat!al!JefwwlheRAMcandPAMc. 

Climoing uneinn agnnmeaii was the last munro for WO2 
lan McLeod, of 6 (KOSB) Company, The Lowland Volun- 
teers. He set himself the challenge of 'bagging" all 284 
munros - Scdtish mountains of 3,oooft and Over - and 
Bheinn Sghtiiheall completed his quest during his unit's 
annual camp at Inverness. Accompanied by his brother 
and a piper from the battalion, he celebrated his feat with 
a glass of champagne on the summe. 



The Fast Track to  a Career 
in Computer Maintenance 

I A career in computer maintenance is well paid, varied and interesting, and it could be yours, regardless 
of academic qualiriations or previous experience. 

Laura Snook, Editor of Training & Education, describes Cerco as 
"the UKs leading computer hardware maintenance training and 
human resource organisation with an unparalleled rewrd of 
success in the provision of vocational training and subsequent job 
placement ......, and a graduate destination list that reads like the 
roll of honour at a computer festival. Cerco can truly claim to host 
the most vocational course available on the markel to date, and 
will continue to be heralded as the prime source of new blood for 
the ever-expanding computer maintenance industry." 

Cerco offers far more than justtraining; this is a company which 
provides a unique combination of practical, vocational training 
targeted at producing highly capable customer and installation 
engineers, coupled with a job placement programme which is 
virtually 100% successful. In fact, more installation and main- 
tenance engineers enter the UK computer industry through Cerco's 
Customer Engineering Training Scheme than through all other 
sources put together. 

So confident is Cem in its ability to find suitable j o b  for it0 
course graduates, that it provides a no-catches money-back 
guarantee of employment at the end of h programme. 

The company's ability to find jobs for those taking part in its 
programme is due in no small part to its high profile within the 
computer industry, where it has provided training for many leading 
organisations. 

A high proportion of students taking part in the Scheme are from 
the Armed Forces. So, what do they think of the programme? 

"Altending the Cerco Training Course was the best decision 
I made since leaving the Royal Marines" - David Reid, Musician 

"Only one word 'Excellent' -Lee Wanl, Sgt RAf 

"I thoroughly enjoyed the experience and have had no problem 
finding employment since compleling the course in early 1995" 

Cem Training Limited was my final resettlement course after 22 
years in the W. They took me with no prior knowledge, trained 
me, and found me employment. 18 months and 2 promotions later 
I am v ~ y  smure within a prwcing industry. Highly Recom- 
mended, it makes that final slep into ciwy &eel so much easier." 
- Er CilAnmnIm, RAF 

At f2,981 including VAT and Tax Relief at Source, and with a guar- 
anteed job at the end of it, the programme really does provide exce- 
llent value. Also, Resettlement Grants can be used to offset the cost. 

Courses, which have now been running for over seven years, are 
full-time for seven weeks and lead to a City & Guilds, Level rn 
Certificate in Micro Computer Installation & Maintenance. With 
almost a 100% pass rate Cerco is in a league of its own in computer 
maintenance vocational training. 

Candidates are accepted for training with no previous experience 
or technical howledge being required. Selection is based on 
aptitude tests which are accompanied by a presentation on careers 

- G m M  O'C~Ih?Il, WO. ROW/ Aby 

in computing. Tests are free, and there is absolutely no obligation to 
accept training which may be offered. Candidates are not asked to 
make any commitment at aptihde tests, but are given an Enrolment 
Form which they can return after due consideration. 

Courses, which are run at Cerco's well equipped training centre in 
Cheshire, have a strong practical bias, are founded upon many years 
of providing training for the computer maintenance industry and 
cover all the skills and knowledge necessary for effective customer 
engineering. 

An impressive list of organisations who employ Cerco trained 
customer engineers includes most of the leading computer comp- 
anies operating in the UK: Bull, Digital Equipment, ICL, IBM, 
Mastercare, NCR, Unisys and very many more. 

In short, Cerco provides the best training of its type 
accompanied by the most successful job placement 
programme in the UK. 
For more information, call: 
Freephone 0500 828274 

A M C C M  u r r u n  I UNI I 1c3 ID 
PnM PI ITE E) LA A I N T E  N A N P E 

TRAIN FOR THE 21st CENTURY 
No previous experience necessary 
Free aptitude tests 

* Practical. hands-on traininq 

r~ I Unequalled C&G Level 111 rate 
NVQ relevant f 

1 

I Institute of ITTraining accreditation 
Unequalled success in job placement 

More men and men enter the rapidiy expanding 
UK computer maintenan& sector through Cerm's 
Computer Engineering Training Scheme than 
through any other sww Far d&ls of how you can 
join them in the exabng and rewarding world of IT, 

CERC(I 



On exercise 

.:. . .. . . . . .  
.HCRoanrh.:Mfiathmcrcl8t 

R e p *  Graham Bound 
Pictures: WO2 Pete Brlsto 

IT WAS a flamboyant gesture, but the 
Americans loved it. The tiny Scimitar 
uacked reconnaissance vehicle of the 
Household Cavahy Regiment, a mini- 
tank in all but name, gunned its Jaguar 
engine and swooped into a tight turn, 
jamming on its breaks and bouncing to a 
halt in a doud of desen dust alongside the 
huge Abrams tank. 

The Scimitar's 30mm cannon poking 
cheekily at its giant cousin was a mere 
bee-sting compared to the American 
battle tank's 12Omm weapon. Hatches 
swung open and grinning Americans 
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British troops 'find, fix and 
strike' in Western Desert 
peered down on their British allies. What 
the Brits lacked in fiepower m Egypt's 
Western Desert, they made up for in 
panache and sheer cheek. 

The little and large tanks summed-up 
the British and American presence on 
Bright Star '97. The American forces, led 
by Middle East experts the 3rd Infanuy 
Division from Fort Stewart in Georgia, 

had a fcrmidable presence, reaching, at 
its height, 9,000 soldiers equipped with 
main battle tanks, attack helicopters, a 
radio station and (incredible, but true) a 
McDonald's restaurant. 

Britain's force, led by two squadrons of 
the Household Cavalry and including the 
1st Battalion, The Light Infantry and B 

@Turntormaipage 



On exemise 

Find, fix 
and strik 

eFmRIP.ge15 

camnets were rippedawayand 
and cranny was filled with sand.”, 

Legion adage “nevu camp in 
recognised as very wise advice in& 

For some soldiers, such as 
Docherry, the desert was 
rience. He had cmved a 
during the Gulf War, 
was, he said, excellent 
funur mficr. 

WOW I know why the Eayp 
tianS say  ‘Ilrpihe M h ’  (God 
willing) sa often.” 

with the voice of someone 
who had eeen it all and was 
now reedy for whatever fate 
and me desen owhi thmw at 
him, Capt Mlke Harding, the 
Household Cavalty‘s hg- 
suffering quartemaster, re 
Wed on the huge challenge 
of preparing for the British 
presence at Brlghl Star. 

Capt Harding and his team 
had begun pianning for the 
exercise seven months eadi- 
er, travelling to Egypt several 
times to negotiate servffie 
and food contracts wilh local 
suppliers. All had seemed 

fine until days before the 
main force was due to arrive, 
when the aumorities told the 
OM that he had to re-negoti- 
ate many of the agreements. 

Then, just days befnre the 
battle-group was due to arr- 
ive. what Mike Harding de- 
snibed as ”the mother of all 
sandstorms” hit the camp. 
Mess tents, kitchens and half 
of the 120 ammmcdation 
tents were blown to the 
ground or ripped. Only day  
and night work ensured that 
the base was re-built before 
the battlegroup first members arrived. of the 

From then on, the systems 
operated weit. Under WO2 

and Mark their Humphries. local staff 23 prepared chefs 

2,250 h d  meals a day, oper- 
ating in 2dhour shins. 

Both the Senior chef and 
the quartermaster were full of 
prabe for Um Eayptians who 
worked wilh tham, often do. 
ing unpleasant jobs. They’ve 
been a great asset,’ said 
WO2 Humphries. They’re 
hard above workers, all, they’ve honest got a sense and 

of humour. They are always 
smiling, and we are very 
grateful to them.” 

At times in the desert It 
seemed as if a sense of 
humour was the only thing 
that could not be blown away. i - 

Sappers 
face desert I dangers 

I L . 1  EOVPT’S Western Lleserl holds dan- 
gerous remlnders of prevlous m m  
end p m  of u.. PI an exemkm 
a m  Fortunately for thw Involved 
In Bllght Star, the st111 dangerous 
mlneflolds laid durlng the Second 
World War ware many kllometms to 
the vmrt Of the exemlss mea. But 
more wcmt explosive datrllua from 
exorclaes dW poea a dangar. 

A rmll team of Royal Engineers 
waa toeked to hmdle sny wepi. 
Cbw oblrb, The 8nppefS M, 
powd of rocket-pmpelkd grenades 
and shells, the largeet of whlch was 
a 1OSmm tank round. 

Led by capt h v l n  ~ k h e r ,  the 
tti.m had Isu dangerous but own 
more challenging task..   hey 
arrived weeke sarlkr and w m  fully 
occupied pnpsrlng for the arrlval of 
the m l n  forw. 

between camp conatructlon, provl- 
skm of water sttpplb and bomb 
dlspoml,” ssM Capt Hstcher. Yhls 
has been q u b  a chalhge: not 
nom1 sappsrlng at all.“ 

-W~’VS b.en mncaiiy mlwtng 

In Haicher (M) and Spr Glen Wileon 
re a grenade for domoutlon 

PARACHUTE Regiment soldiers began 
their Egyptian deployment by leaping 
from the cargo door of a low-flying RAF 
Hercules, and then “tabbinc 4 0 h  to 
rendezvous with a Pathfinder pauol and 
attack a designated target. 

It was an excellent opportunity to learn 
desert survival and the NCO insuucrors 
gave grim instructions on finding food. 
The desert is not exactly an abundant 
larder, but, as one old desert hand said 
“Snakes are good. . . and if you find any 
ground lice, just chuck them into your 
mess tin. Don’t bother with dung beetles, 
though. They taste like, well, just that.” 

And there was a delightfnl tip for con- 
juring up water. “when the last drop 
is drained from your water bottle,” said 
the insuuctor, “re-cycle your urine.” 
Although every bit as unpleasant as it 
sounds, it is apparently relatively easy to 

do: just suetch a piece of plastic sheeting 
across a hole in the sand containing a 
container of the precious liquid. As the 
heat evaporates it, pure (well, pure-ish) 
water drips from the plastic to be collect- 
ed in a cup. 

No one actuaUy said it, but one or two 
paras were probably thinking that a tab 
to the American camp for a burger and 
cola at McDonald’s (they flew in their 
own branch) was a more amactive 
option. 

Realism became the first casualty for 2 
Para as troops were met on the drop 
zone by a squad of Egyptian immigra- 
tion officials armed with rubber stamps. 
It was an early introduction to the delay- 
ing power of local bureaucracy, which 
remained irksome thmughout Bright 
Star. 

Nevertheless, the main exemse phase 

went smoorhly and they captured a key 
point in an airborne assault before link- 
ing up with a force of US Marines. 

Deploying from their base in Cyprus, 
men of the 1st Battalion, The Light 
Infantry were rather more accustomed 
to the heat of the Mediterranean. They 
conducted their own live firing and 
escape and evasion exercises before 
acting as an enemy unit for Egyptian 
and American special forces during 
Bright Star’s main phase. 

Maj Tim E m s  of 1 LI said that 
worldng with the Egyptians had opened 
his eyes to some very different methods. 
“They use Soviet tactics so in some 
ways we are poles apart. But they are 
good troops considering the economies 
they are under. At the end of the day we 
can say that the exercise worked and we 
learned a hell of a lot.” 

January 1998  ER 



Report: Karen Moseley 
Plctures: Mike Weston 

THE YOUNG female soldier stared up at 
the canvas ceiling as a team of medical 
officers worked on the remains of her leg. 

“This lady needs to be moved to the 
pre-operative ward for her stump to be 
tidied up,” one of them called, and two 
medics immediately appeared and began 
preparations to wheel her out. 

Her terrible wound was actually a field 
dressing soaked in red dye and water, 
arranged realistically around the knee 
with Vaseline and Plasticine, and the 

I B  m m m  

only 200 beds to check 
Field hospital discovers if 
it is ready to join Britain’s 
rapid deployment force 

essenual,” he said. “We have learned a 
few procedural lessons to make ourselves 
more efficient, but it has been a great 
success and we are certainlv readv. It is 

spurting “blood” came from a valve in a also an ideal opportunity ;o b&g the 
small plastic tube. The bottom whole of the unit together; 5 1 of 
half of the leg, thankfully still in them have recently returned 
one piece, protruded through a from Bosnia.” 
hole cut in the stretcher bed. More than 150 pieces of med- 

T h e  106-strong team of ical equipment were moved in 58 
medics, nurses, doctors and sur- IS0 containers from the unit’s 
geons from 33 Field Hospital base at HMS Dolphin, Gosport. 
RAMC were practising their The seven 25-bed wards, inten- 
casualty simulation skills during sive care unit, laboratory, X-ray 
a two-week exercise at Bordon and medical stores, were housed 
Camp in Hampshire. For the under 350 pieces of canvas and 
first time since the Gulf War, a powered by seven generators. 
200-bed tented field hospital, During one nine-hour period 
built entirely of canvas, was erected as 32 “casualties” passed through the 
part of the exercise. system. 

Lt Col Chris Baines, CO 33 Fd Hosp, Casualties were stabilised in resuscita- 
explained that the unit would join the tion before being sent to the operating 
Joint Rapid Deployment Force (JRDF) theatre. Capt Sally Hayes, one of the 
roster on January 1 and the exercise was medical officers, said “This has been a 
being held primarily as a clinical audit to fantastic opportunity to treat people in 
ensure it had all the equipment it would emergency conditions. You do get a feel- 
need. ing of stress seeing overwhelming casual- 

“There is no other way to do it, this is ties cominz in one after another and 

col Chrls 
Bannes, CO 33 
Field Hospital 

people are playing in real time. It is also 
an opportunity to see whether our equip- 
ment works properly.” 

In the operating theatre Lt Col Timothy 
Burge, the plastic and burns surgeon, was 
supervising the procedure for dealing with 
a chest wound. “You will need a larger 
needle bolder than that,” he told a medic 
sewing up pieces of red sodden gauze that 
looked like a gunshot injury. “When you 
tie it up put your h g e r  there . . . it’s like 
tying up your parcels at Chrisunas.” 

Lt Col Burge, whose war role would be 
that of a general surgeon, said “The aim 
of the exercise is to prove we have got the 
tentage and can get casualties through. 
We need to keep ourselves busy practising 
in peacetime so our skills are kept up to 
speed in war.” 

Comfort has come a long way since the 
days of hard beds and scratchy blankets 
in field hospitals. Now an American 
design enables a patient to have his or her 
head or feet raised, and there are cotron- 
covered duvets. 

During the exercise a new machine was 
being tested which would enable digital 
images of X-rays to be beamed back to 
radiologists at the Royal Hospital Haslar 
for diagnosis. 

The Gosport-based unit is one of three 
Regular field hospitals providing surgical 
and nursing support to the Army. It is 
able to send eight surgical teams and up 
to 200 beds anywhere in the world. 
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Report: Chrla KinaviilaHeyne 
Pictures: Teny Champion 

IMAGINE a situation where, from E h  
away, you can programme 16 missiles with 

,.~ different co-ordinates, launch them, and 
be heading home before they hit their 
individual targets. 

Three years from now that situation 
. could very easily become a reality. In less 
than 36 months both the Americans and 
the British Army will take delivery of the 
AH-64 Delta Longbow Apache attack 

.. , ? . ~  helicopter, and tactics and doctrine are 
already being developed for the Anny Air 

One thing is certain: the muoducrion of 
Apache will have considerable impact on 
the job presently carried out by Lynx. 

Giitersloh-based 1 Regiment, Army Air 
Corps had taken to the field8 and skies of 
cenfl.al Germany on arerdse with their 
squadrons OfGSadk SndLynrllirCrefr. 
Ti ApadK the corps will be able to 

. 
. . i  

.. 

x 

corps. 

Army‘s pilots have Apache on their 
minds as delivery date draws near 
take the aircraft 200b 
beyond the front line. It is a 
high-risk option - but it can 
be done with Apache provid- 
ed there is a p r e c c e d  area, 
a route in and a route out. 
The severe damage that can 
be done to the resuppiy and 
morale of an enemy sitting 
deep in his ’’safe” rear eche- 
Iona can only be guessed at. 

Aviation can also be used I 

One thing is certain: 

Apache will have 
. .  .~ 

team of avionica and sirerpft enehKers 
were working around the dock. climbing 1 considerable impact 
over the seemin& fragile W e s ,  
they mured that the general and duly 
servicings were carried out and essential 
maintenance work w88 completed. Expc- 
nencc wim 1 AAC in h n i a  had taught 
SSgt Shaw several lessons. Exerdsees were 
mated as if they were on operation. 

‘We work a 24-hour crew system, 24-11 
and 2poft. We adapt to cope with Whatcv- 
er situation comes. We stay aa pact ivc  
as we can make it, but,” he added with a 
wry smile, "exercises tend to b e d ?  
DealinpwiththCWiOUiCSvioniaontheApPche 

ia a pmspect he knm his tclmh rclish- 
~ “ A n B v i o n i c s ~ m t h e A r m y  

are doing now is vital should we go to war 
between now and the time AH is fully 
i n d u c e d .  

“In Bosnia, we learned many lessons in 
the peace support arena as well as in avia- 
tion. We would have l i d  to take a more 
pro-active role in the surveillance side. We 
did to a limited extent with the kit we had 
there but you do need better optics and 
recording devices to d 

“We encountered 
part of the world that you 

,d axpmencedpilo 

The unmistakable sound 
of a Gazelle filled the air. 
Crossing in *on[, the pilot 
hovered easily beside the 
forward air refuelling point 

either eying them or supporting them.“ 
A pilot waked into the RHQ and spoke 

to the clerk. He pointed to a new symbol 
on his map. It was a very small wind- 
P U P .  
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REUE a v l d w  and urgtnssr(ng technlclans atwork OR a 
6uelte: experlmce In b n t a  hastaught wveml loaona 

to the waiting Gazelle. 
REME SSgt Reg Shaw and his young 
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Retrospect 

ine: Black Watch ceremo 

-. 

gun carriPge is escorted by eight soldiers 
of the Welsh Guplrts who a n  as ppllbear- 
era at the Abbq Soldiers ihnn The 
Ptincess of Wales's Royal Regiment ace 
invited by Earl Spencer, the Princeas's 
bther,  to c a t t g h e t m 5  dmbgthepri- 
vute burial at Althorp, the fsnriy estate in 
Notrhamptonshitr. 

OCTOBER 
A major new inidntive on stamping out 
Nirm in the Army and measures te 
enconrage etlank zecsuitfns is a m -  
d b y  the Chiefefthe Gemral Staff, 
Gul Sir R o p ~ f f .  Ilespps: "Ifgou 
ac6n't part ofthe rdutiEsq you ae pprt 
of the preblem.'' Si@icmt nuntbas of 
booea @lw to pdsnd, theuklsimlurd 
sact l .ndosthe6eJd~arcmLc 
-gnsrmdaway. 

~ ~~ ~ 

talepart6anactiontodetainm&ind& 
ed for war aim- in former Yugodada. 
One soldier is hurt and an all& WBT 

Six horses d The Ki&s Tmap, Royal 
HonrtAnillerypuntheguncarriPpcbePr- 
ing the Coten of DLnar* Prheeas of 

open on December 1 rmdcr menwxw 
inuoduced to end ncism la the b. 
Chpnscsto ditarJr A t i o r d  all- 

aimid is shot dead when he opens i3-e W a h  from Kcdngwn PldaGetoWest- onrnewraigeihnn6vctosevmrheagc 
on the approaching troops. The Atmy 
Ahr Cwpa celebrates its 40th nnnirrrsary 

minscer in a f u n d  watched by the 
world's biggest television audience. The 

at which boarding sdrool allowance mny 
be claimed. 



~~ 

Who dares # .  

I - -  

Rlport:-- 
pbtunr:uuuwrrton 

THJ3 SET-UP was mng . . . seriously 
mong. I had come out of the nevm- 
ending~m12atpbout7Omph,glanccd 
offtheright4mndwpU,andw.8facingthe 
infamous turn 13 on the wrong side ofthe 
w& approaching at the wrong angle. 

Iw.8 on myfif th %UP, orrun, fmm 
the men's start at the O l p p i c  W e i g h  
run in IiUehammcr, Norway. Th Amy 
Ice Spom Trsining Camp w.8 in its iinal 
minutes and I wan in trouble. 

been dubbed, h u t  m claim another 
victim? PormyspLe, and the spLe ofmy 
bnlesnn, LCpl Iwr Camblin, bent 
double behind me, I redly hoped not. 
The wo* of our mo-man bobekigh 

insuuctor, WO2 pm Gun0,Wcreringing 
in my e m :  "Allar, airrumaus upan m she 
man..*rhelmsur%w&*& 
Sscardpgnm, bOiL& air d, mx stem 
&&"' manager pnd coach ofthe GB 
E u q m  Cup team, he nude it sound so 
Shpk. 
We had started the week fium the 

"danen", or women's, stun, M e r  
down the tu& near Nm four. There 
were 12 ofus, paired into six bobs. The 
6ret hufw.8 .wcsome. No other word to 

mok my breath naay and the adredm 
ruahMmshakjngnndgrinnhghsanc- 
ly. Simply to have survived was a miracle. 

At one point on turn 10, h, my 
hrake-mm, seemed m be hitbg me on 

~ T h e w l d O W - ~ , , P s N m 1 3 h a d  

deacn'be it. S i l y  auwoqe. Th sp" 

The G-forces had pressed him flat. we understood. However, bobsleighs am 
not quiet machines and the words were 
StraDgelg out ofplpce. 

upside-dm with my body- 
weight on my shoulder and 
ash-helmet and things - very nokrg 
aga in .  A r a t h e r  un- 
usual expedence," said 
Chris p h i l ~ p ~ .  

A p a r t  f r o m  s o m e  
scratches he  was fine, 
although Andy wan able 
to expetience personally 
the N m g i a n  medical 
system. Sixteen expert 
b u t t d y  stitches later he 
w.8 ready to get back into 
a bob but had to wait until 
the swelling went down so 
he could get his msh- 
helmetonagain. 

Cpl Annette Holden 
and 19-year-old Pte Vikki 
'Rveddk from 3 Royal 
Irish were making mental 
notes. They were due to 
take their first l a u f h  
the top of the Olympic run 
that afternoon. Thev had 

"ThenextthingIlmmwssIw.8 Then things went 'rather quiet. . . 
S B o b z g  7 

liding- racing down the track 

cockpit by bungees. The D-rings are 
attached to the front arle by lmgths of 
row and atugin either ttirectionwill alter 
the lay ofthe rmmas on the ice. AU pretty 

The bnla-tnnn, or woman, is responsi- 
ble forbrinpingthe whole d&g to a dig- 
nitkdb.lt However, thebrake an only 
be applied at the vuy end of the Iauf. Its 
use pf any &time cnnlead to disqunli- 
fiation fium a mmpetition or ejection 
fmm the wck. Bralre is rather a generous 
tide for this machaolsm, ' amctalhandle 
which, when lifted, drives a serrated 
m d  edge mto the ice. Hi-tcch it's not, 
but it does the pick. 

'Ita0 teams had already turned their 
bobs ova on the exit of 13. We had 
watched the video of Capt h4ike Boyne's 
perobpcies several h e s  and the stitches 
along the le% side of Cpl Andy Beattie's 
jaw were a constant reminder to us all. 
'Ita0 confident drivers hadbeen bitten bv 

auf- a run down the track 
pritz-afine spray of water on the ice prior 

I 
. .  

ka%%ont and rear lumns on the bob that 

Runners - four steel blades under the bob- 
sleigh I Dresden - top-of-the-range German b 

amenitis ~ fear of moving from womc 

t h e  t r a c k  

tbr hrad. Seconds later I led it w.8 
the Gforce damming my crash helmet 
agoinat &e inna rim of our bob. 

Non the best word to describe the 
inside o f a  bohdei& is ''iimctionel-. It 
d g l m  pbout lS5kg and is mpdc of fibre- 
glass. &U control - the word is used 
advidly - the direction of the bob by 
pulling on D-rings suspended inside the 

this turn. 
We smke to h4ike and his brake--. 

Maj st;an Catterma, about the crash: 
Every one of us. To glean the slightest bit 
of information that would allow us to 
m i d  a repeat performance. 

"I came out of 12 and it was wrong. 
And it got worse? he said simply. He 
closed his eyes and "dmvc the wck" in 
hiamind,bodyswayingtothetums,voice 
givinganmningcommentary andhands 
pulling imaginery D-rings. It's a bit like 
p h e y  air-suitpr and it w.8 something 
we all &d, especiauy before staning a 
M. 

Hin hends stopped moving when he 
reached 13. His eyes opened and he broke 
into a broad smile. He joked that the only 
~tmliscdwastheiregos. 

*She just went," he said. "Notbing I 
could do abom it." 

We were looking at the wck in fmnt of 
us. Drivas and brakes dike nodded in 
u&cmmd& although none of us N u y  
wanted to find out first-hand what it felt 
lik to be holding a set of unresponsive D- 
rings. 
Lt Chris Pnlmer w.8 Andy's brake 

Whcn their rmmm parted company with 
Planet Ennh at 13. The Gforces had 
pcssed him &Itwhen things went "rather 

wanted to get us through 
this corner, approaching 
at nearly Somph, without 
going into &fall. 

I knew we were on the 
wrong side of the track for 
a dean enay. I hung on, 
going in low and fast, 
trying to take up theprrs- 
sure on the rmmas by 
u u l k  the left D-rion 

Lillehmmer Olympic two-man bobsleigh; dirt.nce: 1 M k m  -the d M s  h 
lUrn 5-short I& Spnnt start 

Turn 1 -gentle left; 15 mph Turn6-kgdghI 
Turn 2 - short fight, no sweat; 25 lUrns7,8sndS-the Labyrinth 
mph lUrn 10 -IOW left, this hurts; Turn 15-kngtipMleft. Two p m  

mph Turn 11 -short left Turn 16-IOW -red M. Uphill 
lUrn 4 - long !eft, this is getting Turn 12 - long covered nght. 
serious; 40mph, pulilng 2G painful; 70 mpN3.5G 

Turn 13-iiw W!dw-Maker, s ~JI& 
vidous left; 80 mpN4.50 
Turn 14-Short m 7 5 m p h G - 3  

Turn 9 - short covered right 30 BOmphOG Sures:80mpMG 

Total tlw Iw than 80 m d s  

bs&-h the bob want2  to rise up the 
wall. Somehow I managed~o hold it half- 
way. The turn was more severe than I 
remembad and the Gforceswere crush- 
ing Ivor behind me. 

I could hur hi. stmwled cry of 
"overthcroprof 

thebobaldgh on the lee. He WIU suf- *. 
The first pressure was off. We were 

halfwsy around. If we were going to sur- 
vive, this was where it had to come 
together. The pressure came back on like 
a fist. The bob started to mow further up 
the ice. 

The end of the turn was in less than half 

SOOLDIIR Jpnuq 1998 

mmugh. Thrre m m  N m s  - 14,15, and 
16 -were a blur and I was pretty much on 
auto-pilot. Ivor hit the brake at the top of 
the home straight - and we had made it. 
We looked up at t h T  timer and lis- 
tened A voice for the cut track cle nly ounmen t .  through the 

cold air. "Kinsville-Heyne and Cam- 
blin . . . 59 seconds." Our fastest 
time that week. We were ecstatic. The 
most incredible adregalin rush in my 
life was over. For now. 

We have agreed to meet again at 
Igls in Austria for the two-man bob 
novice championships. Maybe we will 
see you there. 

".I' a" I"" ne.,. I" T A P ,  .T,,.T 

>-man bobsleigh for yourself. 
e's how: 
itact Lt Col Stephen Rowland- 
e5 on Mil: 732 8230 and ask for the 
iils of the next Army Ice Sports 
ning Camp. 

a second and I was very dose to going air- 
borne. I looked left. The wall leading out 
of the run was parallel. The exit was 
exactly where Fete said to stem OB. I 

rewarded with the bob dipping towards 
theexit. Witharoarandaclauer,wewere 

ysolred hard on the le% D-ring and was 
quiet". 

We had all experienced b c i i  brake, so 
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Issues 

Call for action 

Federation; and other repre 

wiU not be made where nthe 

~~~ ~ i 

THE death aged 30 of Gulf War veteran 
Paul Carr has “underlined the need for 
urgent action,” said Tony Flint, regional 
organiser for the National Gulf Veterans 
and Families Association. 

Paul Carr, who served with The Royal 
Regiment of Fusiliers during Operation 
Desert Storm, had been an outspoken 
member of the association. He had a 
brain tumour, bloated joints and liver 
problems. His two daughters, born after 
his return from the Gulf, have rare heart 
disorders. There is no family history of 
heart disease. 

Tony Flint told New3 and Views, the 
quarterly magazine of SSAFA Forces 
Help, that Paul‘s death emphasised the 
need for action to save lives. A solicitor 
acting for the veterans told the magazine: 
“Paul is the 27th client to die since we 
started on this case.” 

SSAFA Forces Help is a source of help 
to those who think they may be ill because 
of experiences in the Gulf or who are suf- 
fering hardship through inability to work. 

It can advise on War Disability Pension 
entitlement, how to get on the MOD’S 
medical assessment programme and refer 
people to Gulf veterans’ support groups. 

Along with the Royal British Legion, 
the Army Benevolent Fund and MPs 
from all political parties, SSAFA Forces 
Help is represented on the national, inde- 
pendent Gulf War Group, which exists to 
highlight and pursue Gulf veterans’ con- 
cerns. It works closely with the National 
Gulf Veterans and Families Association. 

About 1,300 Gulfveterans are current- 
ly receiving war pensions, 300 of them for 
post trauniaric strcss disorder. 

w 1 don? 

times she throws things. She wants a 
baby but I’m worried that she won’t be a 
gsod mother. I hate going home when 
she’s like that. - Tpr F (UK). 

, 

- 

Can Roberk 

DOMESTIC violence has many forms. It 
ranges from physical abuse to the klnd 
of verbal cruelly whlch can make life a 
living hell for everyone in the famlly. It is 
made worse by alcohol and drug abuse 
and it has no place in modern society. 
Those who abuse - and both men and 
women are capable of it - onen do so 
because they have physical, mental or 
soclal problems of thelr own. 

Builles were often bullied themselves. 

i Cari comments: 
Many flnd It dlfflcult to understand why 
othemlse sensible people stay with abu- 
slve partners but such relationships are 
Incredibly complleated. Frlends who 
know someone is being hurt badly and 
on a regular beslc feel frustrated and 
useless. Some are tempted to “shop” the 
abusive partner. 

The only way in which the situation 

can be resolved Is If the people involved 
admlt there’s a problem - and there Is a 
lot that can be done, including anger 
management courses; medical s o b  
tions; and agencles which offer protec- 
tion end help rebuild lives. Whether you 
are the person being hurt or the one 
inflicting pain, find someone to confide 
in. And prepare tor a big commitment of 
time and energy. There are no quick fixes. 

Car1 Robsns w n t s  Cm-hton BFBS ndlo. 

All you ne2d to know about revised BSA 
- 

IN the light of media confusion over 
changes to education allowances in the 
Army which became effective on Decem- 
ber 1, the MOD has issued clarification. 

Day School Allowance has been 
renamed Guardians Allowance but is oth- 
erwise unchanged. This is the allowance 
paid to enable a child attending a day 
school to continue a t  that school under 

the care of a guardian when the parents 
have to move away on posting. It is 
intended to cover extra costs of postage, 
stationery and telephone calls to the 
child, but not to cover or contribute to 
day school fees. 

The major changes to the regulations 
are the ones governing Boarding School 
Allowance (BSA), and the one which has 
attracted the most comment is the deci- 
sion to increase from five to seven the 
minimum age at which the allowance may 
be claimed for a child. 

That decision was taken because the 
normal starting age at prep schools is 
seven. Parents already claiming BSA for a 
child below that age will remain entitled 
to the allowance provided they continue 
to serve accompanied. 

In addition, the MOD has confirmed it 
will treat any application for a child to 

St Andrews, a four-bedroom, self-catering 
home set up by the Army Welfare Service 
Highlands in a quarter in Inverness, is avail- 
able for single soldier parents who have con- 
tact rights to their children. It is also available 
to all soldiers, single or married, for use by 
close relatives. The home was officially 
opened in November by Brig Charles Grant, 

Just three years after opening, the Royal 
British Legion Training Company’s Tidworth 
College has achieved public recognition of 
practices far above the required national 
standard. In addition to the  IS0 9001 Busi- 
ness Standard award, the college, which 
offers second-career training to Service per- 
sonnel as well as their wives, husbands and 

in People award. 

A plea from the Women’s Royal Volun- 
tary Service, which supports soldiers in all 
sorts of ways: a you are planning a sponsored 
event and would be willing to help the WRVS, 
contact Mark Smith at WRVS Head Office, 

Milton Hill House, Miilon Hiii, Abingdon, 
Oxfordshire OX13 6AF (telO1235 442900). 

Naafi Select’s second mail-order shopping 
catalogue has been expanded to 300 pages 
and now includes many brand names. Deliv- 
ery is free anywhere in the world. Copies can 
be obtained from Naafi shops by calling 0345 

Commander 51 Highland Brigade. dependants, has also achieved the Investors 023 753. . .. 
start boarding at five or six with great 
sympathy, particularly where, for exam- 
ple, there are welfare reasons, where the 
child has special educational needs, or 
where the family is posted to an overseas 
station which has no suitable schooling. 

Naafi’s first refurbished pub in Germany A healthy eating campaign was one of the 
has been opened by Maj Gen Archie 
Bimistle. Called Archies. it has been 
revamped as a high street pub with large N 
screens, a game zone and a pool area. It also 
boasts the new Tommy Tuckers food service. 

many activities on offer at Rheindahlen 
Library during a week-long programme 
designed to encourage soldiers and their 
families to use facilities on Offer  at the 22 
branch libraries in Germany. 

The requirement for a parent to serve 
accompanied in order to claim BSA, 
which has always existed, is being rein- 
forced by the requirement for a certificate 
from the individual‘s posting authority 
(his MCM Division at the Army Person- 
nel Centre in Glasgow) certifying that he 
may be required to move within five years. 

For the vast majority of Army person- 
nel, this will be no problem. Claimants 
will still have to certify, as they do now, 
that they will continue to serve accompa- 
nied whenever possible. 

Anyone in any doubt about this or 
other aspects of the changes must talk 
to unit administration o5ice staff. 

The other major change is the intro- 
duction of a new allowance, BSA (Day), 
which allows Service personnel already 
claiming BSA for a child to convert the 
child to day pupil attendance at the same 
school if the family is posted close enough 
to the school to allow daily travel. 

The allowance is a reduced rate of BSA 
and will contribute to the day fees at the 
school. It is not a subsidy for Service par- 
ents to send their children to local fee- 

paying schools. Each child for whom it is 
claimed must have spent at least three 
terms as a boarder at the school. 

The same rules about serving accom- 
panied and being certified as having a lia- 
bility to move within five years apply to 
BSA (Day) as apply to BSA. 

BSA, seen by some outside the military 
community as an expensive perk, is 
regarded by the MOD as an essential 
means of giving Army children the conti- 
nuity of education which civilian children 
regard as an automatic right. But because 
of the amount of taxpayers’ money 
involved it is essential that rules governing 
the allowance are strictly enforced. 

Parents considering sending a child to 
boarding school should seek guidance 
from the Service Children’s Education 
agency, part of the Adjutant General’s 
Headquarters. It deals exclusively with 
the educational requirements of Service 
children and can be contacted at HQ 
SCE (UK), Trenchard Lines, Upavon, 
Pewsey, Wilts SN9 6BE (tel 01980 
618244, Upavon Mil 8244) or E-mail 
mod.sce,uk@grnet,gov.uk 

January 1998 SOLDIER SOLDIER January 1998 



I d y  desk and mvei clock. 
hmpm lid flips over so the 
lock i s  small enough to be 
Upped inw your pocket or 
*ase. 
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Resettlement Courser 



There the six-man team is given its 6nal 
briefing: “Tonight you will make cnntact 
with young people between the ages of 16 
and 26. Your mission is to enhance oper- 
ational effectiveness through maintainmg 
high manning levels.” 

Bounty cards are distributed. 
There is a price on every bead in ciwy 

street these days. Soldiers are on a E250 
commission for every person they sign up 
who goes on to complete initial training. 
The Satisfied Soldier bounty card scheme 
is part of a recruitment initiative intro- 
duced two years ago to help the Army 
overcome manning sbonfalls. 

To get the message a m s s  squaddies are 
msking incursions into pubs and clubs. 

The Army is paunlling the bigb sueet 
looking for talent. It is called skirmishing. 

In just two weeks, members of 1 
RGBW have travelled 3,000 miles along 
the M4 corridor and dmpped in on 145 
venues. Skirmishes have taken place at 
Carios in Swindon, CbUrJlill‘s in Salia- 

RGBW recruiters 
ta rget I a te-n i g h t 
action.. . . in 
the nightclubs 

- 
up with the idea of sending utuformed 
soldiers into pubs in its recruiting areas. 

“We’ve had 300 approaches and maybe 
20 per cent of those wdl w n  into commi- 
tal cards. It IS not a hard sell . . . we don’t 
pursue people around the dance floor or 
press-gang them. They approach us.” 

Maj Kingsberry’s driver, Pte Smart 
Miller-HaU, says he has been trying to 
recruit the bloke in the bicycle shop near 
his barracks. “He looks bored. He needs a 
bit of action, excitement and adventure,” 

F’ocential recruits are told that the Armv 

L i -  

In the line of duly: soldlers irom 1 RGBW 
let clubben play with thelr Milan in the 
Army’s latest rscrultlng drlve 

is letting clubbers play with his Imm 
mortar. Tbcy look through the sight ac 
the floor shakes to blasts from Tbe Chem- 
ical Brothers. 

“Oh! What a whopper!” giggles a voung 
lady called Clam, her night vision umm- 
paired by the odd bottle or W O  uf lager. 
Ncarby, Susan reads a Ieaflct in thc flick- 
ering light, hopefully absorbing the fact 
that the Army now offers I70 different 
trades. Sgt Andy Morris presses Ius 
mouth to her ear to tell her he has 4 I days 
of paid holiday a year. 

In the gallery overloohg the dance 
floor, R e  Naz KheLq asks a girl if she 
fecls fullilled. Re  Sean Lentell fim offbis 
chat-up h e  about having E655 in hand 
every montb and only having to spend L9 
a week on food Nineteen-year-old Jairme 
adds her name to the list. She will be sent 
information thmugb the post. 
It‘s gnting on for 0130 when the o r d a  

ia g k n  to withdraw. Fifteen names have 
been tnhcn and Naz has done well. But be 
is still 8 -waybehind Re Pad Gatlick., 
whose aihw tongue has already tamed 
b i m m g t a h  Q , M O  inboumies. 

&Ij Kingsberrj is pkaacd. “It’s like 
&&bg,“ he says. “Sametimes you gct a 
bite, eernctbua not even a nibble YOU 
d o a ‘ t b s v c m o l i o r w ~ i n t o b s r s  
e a 8 e k n b e t o c B u a r o p . ~  
4,d€%wimrscfpyntgbts. 

. .. 

~ W ~ s s r p L C o ~ * i h e  .~ 
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Feature 

For some people the Services Cotswold Centre has meant 
the difference between success or disaster. . . yet few 
Servicemen and women know anything about it. 
Soldier investigates one of the Army‘s best-kept secrets. 

Rqmrt :  Kwen Mowky 
Plcturea: Nib we8tm 

WHAT does a soldier do wtth b l f  and 
h famdy when he has nowhere to stay in 
Bnmn LII between posw or after b e w  
&darged? whuc does an estranged 
Army d e  go mth h a  chlldren when her 
d n e  brealrs UD Md she 1% wrndna for 
h o b ?  

- 
DeeD in the heart of the Wiltshire coun- 

ayside mere is a haven for M c e  fami- 
lies who, for one reason or another, need 
temporary accommodation. 

The Services Cotswold Centre offers 
not just a comfortable roof over their 
heads, but is unique in that it also pro- 

medical fkilitim and practical advice on 
benefits and housing. It could also be one 
of the best-kept secrets of the Army - to 
the intense frustration of the dedicated 
staff who run it. 

The centre has dramatically changed 
from the days when, as the Lypiatt Fami- 
lies Centre, it resembledlitrle better than a 
prisoner-of-war camp. Now 40 anradve 
chalet-type bungalows and 28 modernised 
flatlets, tidy furnished and equipped with 

crockery, bedding and towels, are avail- 
able for less than L2.50 a day. 

JUSTIFUWY PROUD 
Televisions can be hired for a small 

extra charge, and prams,, pushchairs and 
bicycles of all sizes are on free loan. With 
juat a suitcase and a box of food a family 
could walk in and pick up their normal 
routine of l i e  within minutes. 
Lt Col (Retd) Peter Druitt, the com- 

mandant, is justifiably proud of what has 
been achieved since the modemisation 
and rebuilding programme began in the 
late 1980s. 
He is al.0 worritd about Army 

cqst-cum@ rn-s which could 
mcen the Cl0mn.e  of aenr has HtrrJly 
been a lifeline for many families. 

“It would be a desperate misake to do 
away with this place,” he said. “It offers 
something that is not even available to 
civilians and is the only one of its kind in 
all the three Services. It also aids reten- 
tion, people see it as a bolt-hole regardless 
of the circumstances they are in. 

“We are keen to be seen as a caring 
employer and to dose this place would be 

vi& schooling for children, o o u n s ~ ,  

cooking utensils, fkidge-kezs, Cutlq, 

sending the wrong message. We are 
responsible for our families right up until 
the moment they leave.” 

The centre &ers acwmmodsdon to 
families who ale in U&, onleave, being 
discharged, between posfings, waiting for 
a quarter or wnnting to be in the UK 
because ihw or personal reasons. If a 
divorced soldier sezving abroad wants to 
spend time with his children living in 
England he can take them to the mnue 
for a holiday. Shhr ly ,  pareat8 with chil- 
dren at hoed@ school can use it as u 
base for half-terms or weekends. 

One of the -test snengths of the 
centre, however, is the erperrise of the 
stsff in helping estranged wiw through 
the iim wumatic period of separation. 
Lt Col Druitt said that they were careful 
never to take a moral stand. 

“Ifa wife does not want to see her hus- 
band, that is fine:’ he explained. “But we 
encourage men to see the children and we 
have a special room for that. On the other 
hand if she wants him to come and stay 
with her here for the weekend that is 6ne 
too - sometimes there have even been rec- 
onciliations.” 

The main prioricy is to make sure that 
women and children are kept safe and 
healthy during their stay before being 
helped to move on in their lives. 

Neither is there any pressure to make 
them leave. One  
womanandherchil- la 

liifeline 
n 

down of her 1 I-year maniage. 
“I was terrified at moving 

I I- dren left after l l  
months at the centte, 
others leave after just 
a few 4. 

The “hub of the 
wheel”, as Lt Col 
Druitt describes her, 
is Chris Wray-Bliss, 
the families’ 05w. 
Chris’s o5Ce is over- 
flowing with thank- 
you letters from the 
many grateful peopk 
she has helped. She is 
one of those rare indi- 
viduals who really 
seems to love the human race, sees good 
in everyone and has a desire to help. 

everyone feels at home,” she said. “Some 
of them have been through the most trau- 
matic times and we have to deal with all 

Above - W m d y  Ennls with chlldren from 
herplaygroup-somsam~ just awwk 

Left - Homefrom-home: Lawris Hender- 
son and her son In one of the chalets 

through the first few days. Through her 
network of contacts with local authorities 

“I think our main object is to make sure cial.” and housing associations Chris finds 
housing for those who need it in the areas 
t h 9  want and, thanks to a good relation- 
ship with the Department of Social Secu- 
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sons of people with a range of problems. 
We try to make everyone feel they are spe- 

It is Chris who contacts units before- 
hand to make sure that each wife has at 
least L l O O  spending money to see her 
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for families 
ricy, no one has to visit the local DSS 
office - she will do all the paperwork and 
son out the benefits they need. 

As won as a “welfare categorf arrives 
the Army Welfare worker arranges for a 
SSAFA interview to process the q u e s t  
for a grant for items such as iiuniture. 

It is also thanks to Chris  that many fam- 
ilies are able to take advantage of the 
MOD nomination scheme. As a result, 
they are able to go to the top of the list in 
acquiringformer MOD properties sold off 
to private housing associations. 

But it is not just the practical side of 
C h n s  for which people are so grateful. 

Dismct Council, an arrangement which 
suits both parties. This too is staffed by 
dedicated permanent and part-time staff, 
who were praised highly in the last Ofned 
report for their ability to assess the chil- 
dren and plug any gaps there may be in 
the short time they are there. 

At the medical centre a warm and 
motherly nursing sister, Sister Karen 
Reilley, looks after the needs of mothers 
and children, taking care of inoculations, 
medicines and dressings. A doctor and 
health visitor call once a week, and both 
Sister Reilley and the Anny Welfare 
Worker hold certificates in counselling. 

Lawrie Henderson arrived at She admitted that manv of the 

system,” she mid. ‘%-deal 
with a lot of stress and hurt. 
The women are in limbo and 
we need to give quite a bit of 
support until they realise they 
can cope.” 

While never quite losing 

euards on the mte and razor- 
Mrs Henderson, who had ~ * ~ m ~ - ~ ~ ‘  the feel of an Army camp - 

I from my home, and I was ter- 
ri6ed when I came here,” she 
said. “chrissie came up and 
gave me a big cuddle and said 
‘you poor love’ and I t h o w t ,  
‘I’m not on my own any 
more’.” 

been at the centre for nearlv 
three months, was thrilled atthe way the 
school had helped her youngest son, who 
has learning dBiculties. Chris was help- 
ing her to find a council house locally. 

‘This place gives you a chance to get 
your head together before going back into 
the world by yourself,” said Lawrie. “And 
you know you’ll get back-up after leaving.” 

UNIQUE AND AMAZING 
Many of the staff working at the Ser- 

vices Cotswold Centre have been there U 

long time, evidence of the belief they have 
in the place. Wendy Ennis has been the 
play gmup supervisor for 11 years. 

“This is a unique and amazing place,” 
she said. ‘It is the people and the fadties 
which make it so. It is also unusual in that 
in a civilian playgroup the children would 
stay until they are five. Here we have them 
sometimes for a day, sometimes for a few 
weeks or months. There is not a lot of 
continuity, but we keep them busy and 
aam lots into the sessions.” 

Children have often lost their father, 
home, friends and environment when 
they &e, and so everythmg is kept as 
simple and relaxed as possible with mini- 
mal form-6Uing. Children suffering from 
cerebral palsy, Down’s Syndrome and 
cancer have also come through the play- 
p u p ,  but Wendy and het team carry on 
undaunted. 

The centre’s primary school for four to 
12-year-olds is b d e d  by North Wilts 

~ ~~~~~ 

wire on’toplofthe h c e  &to that - there 
is an air of a self-catering holiday motel 
about the centre. It is situated in 25 acres 
of pasture land in beautiful countryside 
between Bath and Chippenham and 
within easy reach of Lyneham and Briee 
Norton. 
dressing The many salon, amenities children’s include playgrounds, a hair- 

laundrette, games room, tennis courts, 
library and Naafi. The Tavern Bar sells 
snack lunches and a coffee cenue hown 
as “The Shed” is run by the residents for 
the residents. 

A full-time community organiser over- 
sees the Tavern Bar and youth club, lays 
on summer barbecues, and organises 
shopping Pips to Chippenham, T m -  
bridge or Bath, and coach mps to Weston 
Super Mare and Weymouth. 

There is a toy library and a well-stocked 
thrift shop supplies dothes on a self gen- 
erating basis with no money changing 
hands. This is especially useful for women 
and children arriving back from some- 
where like Cyprus with no warm clothes. 

The Services Cotswold Centre aims to 
be a home-hm-home for people when 
they most need it. Everyone who works 
and visits there repeat& uses the word 
“unique” to describe the place. For many 
it has made the difference between being 
able to cope and disintegrating. 

Hundreds of cards and letters in Chris 
Ray-Bliss’s o5ce bear testament to that. 



My Army: 

Life after 
1-m-w 
W n  pktum: YUle Werton 

THE hand-written sign above Sarp Jones's 
desk in her preuy W i l e  home r e d  
"Learn to say NO." 

It WRS a atcm rrmindam k l f m  
stem the nm-in- flow of VolUnLuy 
work she was being drawn imo, hut the 
signis rarely seen. It is usudyhiddenby 
fiks, papers a n d h  from the bearilda- 
ing number of oganisations she has, for 
one reason or another, said "Yes" m when 
they have asked for her help. 

A viirant and amactive woman, Sara 
laughs at herself when she points this out, 
and ruefuuy says she does a lot of things 
not very well - a view few people would 
agree with. There is a boundless axrgy 
about her, an impression you gm immcdi- 
ately when walking through her h n t  
door. 

She is polishiog a venerable pair of 
shoes,organisingcupsofcoKee,direcdng 
the g d a m  and the &mer and apolopip- 
ing for the dust hecause there is building 
going on in her dining-roem. 

The telephone rings Jkquently - 6rst 
the BBC checking that she would be in 
London that evening, next a past chair- 
man ofthe Falklands Families Association 
and then one of her adored sons with 
plnna for the weekend. 

RCSWNSlBiUnES 
Ha many responsibilities range from 

being chairman of the Falklands Families 
Assodetion and president of Hampshire 
countp Women's secnon of the Royal 
British Legion, to &ing as a magistrate 
on the salisburyf.milicspaoeL 

Spraloob like a woman who thrives on 
keeping busy and not fmding enough 
h m  in the day. Although she says she 
would love to learn topaim and have m a c  
time to tend her garden and ride her 30- 
yew& how, Scnnnpy, she admim she 
wouldprobablygetbored. 

*I think my generation is more g a m l  
towardr givillg wmefbing ba&" she said 
''M is also a bpsk instinn of necding 
to bc nded.  But I think I have reached 
my limit.. . I  just don't have time m do 
angrhing else, and the rrouble is you can 
I% you are doing so much you M not 
fiios-P&." 

It was kmping busy that helped her 15 
ycara ago during the && months 

It's very, very busy - 
'But I think I have 
reached my limit.. . 
I just don't have 
time to do anything 
else, and you can 
find you are doing 
so much you are 
not doing 
anything properly' 
whioh followed the death ofher husband, 
Lt Col '9-F Jam, at Goose Green in the 
Fgwandg He was posthumously mded 
theVictoria Cross when, as CO ofthe 2nd 
BEttalian, The Parachute Regiment, he 
led his lllcn i b m  the fhnt in one of the 
b l O o d i ~ a u a C k s  of the m. 

Named Hcshert $ones Junior after his 
A m c r i ~ ~ ,  he WRS lmwmm every- 
one as "H" - even his sons. 
A paotegtsph of atm, tmmd and 

e.muh& is in her study. It was fJm k a t  
p l l w  COCT tpLos of him, just 
d p r s b e f o r s t h e ~ f m ~  
GIWII. Poigmdy, it wan in e heel of 
5hufoudinhlSeamarapftahe~ 
killed. 

Theyhadheenmarriedfor18yearsand 
had two sons, Devid and Rupat, 1~1w. 
aged 31 and 28, who both followed their 
father imo'The Devonshire and Dorset 
Ibgimen~ She loved the life of an Army 
Wife. 

"I didnot have a Service background- 
m y f a t l w w a s i n t h e F o r e s t c y C o ~  
- and Ifound the life fasdnaring and actu- 
ally, very rOmPntic,'' she ssid. ''Sadly it 
does not- to be like that now and the 
girls find the life diScnlt torelpteta It was 
diekern then and although some frimds 
went to university it was wy unusual. We 
were all aaiwd to do sotnemmgto 8ce us 
thmtlgh- but ~e sill thought ~e would get 
married? 
sara WeDt m seonetarial college in 

oxforrl and then worked in the House of 

Conrmons. She k t  met "H" through 
m u d  friecdswhen she was 16 and in 
lovewithmmeone~butthqevemud- 
lymauiedinl964. 

She was grateful for the way the &my 
lwlred &er her fou€&lg her husbsmps 
de& and reslioed then that she did not 
wpllf to c o m p w  leave the life she had 
enjoyed so much. 

%le Army isveryeacirding-maybe 
some peopk woddn't hwe liked it- but 
rbey hkcd after me very d," she 
enplaiaea "I think the Army is mach a 
~,andefter~mdllypearsyrmcantlor 
dmp-ovatught 

living in Army amnun&- 
CroOLhnmduringthe 

FaIkkds Wer," she srrid. UN- you 
are Onlyrdlaraed to Mpy in quarters for six 
moahs once you are on your own, but I 
stared there for nine. Six months is not 

when you have had a 

the %&e 

the Ntw Forrst and enRvenienEly close to 
shabome school, where her son8 wssc. 
The house, with its ppstel colours, 
& # l t a i r p m o m s a a d ~ ~  
$sedEn,isareBaaan ' 'OftheEalmand 
dinctLan she has found inher life. 

NEVERBITER 
1 don't think I w a ~  RFT bitter," San& 

reaectsd ''Biltmess is a h d k  emo- 
tion. Ifyou ate married to a - soldier 
thehthpthemaybemisaomainn ' 8  
you must take as p m  of your life, but of 

popk are alwap optindatc and 
you cutninly don't think about it. In the 
'80swedidn2thiab~uttheFaWmds- 
we were far more wvrried aboutNoshcm 
Itdald- 80 kWRS tfsEihly lmcxpmd- 

-5 ndfhersara orherhus- 
bnndrenlised he was going to m when 
she add goodbye m him forthe last time. 
The battalion was due to sail for the Falk- 
lands and "H" flew m Ascmsion in 
adwnce to sort things out. It was plsaned 
rhgthe would re~n in a few days. 

"He never did,* Sarah said "So the staff 
cm came to pickhim up ancl off he went 
with me &inking Iwouldsee him shady-  
whiohisprobnblyiustaswell. 

"IthinkIamquitephlegmnric,andcon- 
tinuitJl helpedwith the gri-process in 
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SIlareashC 
Bum her ehikthmd growing up in 

t 
' :# 

" ,  I - -  r 

1 
6. 
Y "  

-1 
that the life I lived was not taken away 
completely." 
As well as her sons joining the D and D 

being with the wmng person - and 
anyway, I would he awful to live with, I'm 
so bossy." 

we had fought for the right thing." 
The Falldands Families Assodstion was 

formed in 1983 when the families decided 
- Rnpert is still serving - she has main- 
tained lioks with the regiment hy hecom- 
ing a mrstee for both it and its museum in 
Dorchester. 

Although she still has friends in The 
Parachute Regiment, she is not so 
involved in the battalion her hushand 
commanded. Many of their frien& are 
now retired and she points out, almost 
with disbelief, that "H" would be 57 now. 

She smi@ when asked if she would con- 
sider marrying again and one imagines she 
has not been short of suitors. 

"I suppose so, if the right person came 
along:' she said. "But I have always 
thought it is better to he on your own rhan 

One ofthe best things Sara felt she did 
&being widowed was to visit the place 
where "H" died. She went on a trip organ- 
ised hy the Government in 1983 and has 
hcen back twice since then. 

emotional," she rememberrd. "It is di6i- 
cult to put into words what it was k, 
there was an unreality about it. 

"It WRS important U) go. The Falkh- 
dem are a special hreed of people and I 
feel I have friends there, but it was also 
unportant to know why it happened; it 
put things in perspective. Some people 
were bitter until they went out and met 
the people who lived there and realised 

"The k t  trip was fa*ting and wy 

they wanted to keep in touch. Sara took 
arer the chairmanship last April. 

She is also chainnan of the Royal British 
Legion Poppy Factory, preddent of the 
S a I i s h u ~ ~  dismct of St John Ambulance, a 
cound meanhex of the National Amy 
Museum and Friends of the Imperial Wer 
Museum, and a -or of her old 
school.Undl~Elyshefound~etobe 
abell-ringgin herdllsgechurch. 

She stiu given talks on the Poppy Facto- 
ry and the Falkhds, and regdarly 
appears on radio and television. She wryly 
acknowledge8 that the memo she wrote 
haself, to say "Non more often, has not 
worked. 



Feature 

took the rounh 
with the smgoth 
A RAGGED boo& among an assort- 
ment of dog-eared lenilets -and out-of- 
date tourist guides in the corner d a 
Hampshire j dcshop has thmwna light 
on the pmbkma faced by+ nnd ChrF 

dier husbands serving in the Brit& Anay 
of the Rhine. 

Titled FmQUet for the orddatlu of 
BAORF&liar 1947, thevubiicaioawas 

drrn who, 50 BepFs rye, tbksd- 

produced for opemtioa-unioa, under 
WhichfMIaieswerermnitedwimsoldiPa 
i n G e n n u r y , ~ I a d e M m % 0 a .  

InlarcAugw, 1946thef i rs tof the 
main body of f.m*es set sail from 
Tiibwy for the&newholacs in tbe B*tish 
Zone. They were preceded by an adwmx 
pasty of 200 wives who prepared thek 
reception and acmmmodption. 
To@- again after long months of 

aepamtion, soldierandfmilywereber- 
ed, according to hi8 ranland h* of 
the family, in Bats or houses requisitioned 
from the Germans. 

The pamphlet warned them thnt the 
wawavaged country would take a very 
long time to return to normal and that 
shops were empty. Nearly every availahle 
commodity was rationed and sold only to 
the German people, so the Army had 
made arrangements to deal with all the 
needs of family life. 

Wives wexe permitted to take with them 
a maximum of just L20 in sterling and 
this had to be changed into Allied amen- 
cy or British Armed Forces special vouch- 
ers, which were the only form of money 
used in British-run clubs, shops and 
messes in BAOR 

No food was available from local 
sources. British families had to rely on 
Army rations and the very limited items 
the h4inistry of Food allowed Naafi to 
stock. 

Demobilisation had reduced manpow- 
er in BAOR to the point that neither the 
rationsupplier-the RASC-northeunit 

I 

I 

quartermaster, who broke bulk supplies 
into individual rations, could cope with 
another ration scale. 

As a result, wives and older children 
were issued with the ATS (female soldier) 
scale, equivalent to 3,109 calories a day, 
about 500 more than the mation in Britain. 

They were permitted to use only tinned 
or dried milk. Consumption of fksh milk 
was forbidden because N h d o s i s  was 
endemic in Gamany’s herds. There were 

frequent outbreaks of typhoid and para- 
typhoid, milk-borne in o&h. 

Clotbmg was a problem and wives were 
advised to take with them evwything they 
needed. There were no civilian shops in 
Gcrmany from which they could buy 
clothes. Naafis could not stock adult 
clothing, but tried to make clothes for 
infants and children available from time 
to time. 

Naafi was the only source open to fam- 
ilies who needed household items. The 
organisation had opened 21 general 
stores in the British Zone, but its stock 
was limited, reilecting the austerity of the 
postwar years. 

Spirits could only be issued to officer, 
warrant officers and NCOs of the rank of 
sergeant and above. A wife was entitled to 
a half-bottle of pin a month, whiie her 
husband could have a similar ration of gin 
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plus one bottle of*b. A few new Volk- 
swagen cars were made available, at a cost 
of L160 each, to members of rhe Occupa- 
tion Forces. Owners were allowed 270 
miles’ worth of pemd a month. 

Army wivcs were not exactly mated as 
second-class citizens, but incoming mail 
had to be addressed to them care of their 
husbands, and, said the orders of the 
time, “Family personnel had to wear 
Union Jack badges at all times”. 
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Furniture and household equipment 
issues reflected then 88 now a form of 
class distinction. 
officers could have champagne, daret, 

liqueur and port glasses; other ranks beer 
and port @asses. 05me could draw 
bookcases, card tables, clocks, pokers and 
electric irons (two eachl); other ranks 
none. 

But, unlike officers’ wives, who had to 
pay 12 shillings a day while in hospital, 

soldiers’ wife and families were given free 
hospitalisation. . . unless the woman was 
giving birth. During mn6nement, she 
had to pay one shdhng for every day she 
occupied a hospital bed. 

A curious distinction between the 
two ekmenta of the Army involved 
the humble chnmbcr-pot. An ofEcw 
nndhin wife were entitled to one each. 
Asoldier andhinwlfehadto shere.. . 



Images 

CAP a 
in C 

Competition paid offhandsomely when he received 
the top prize from the Chief of the General Staff, 
Gen Sir Roger Wheeler, at the National Army 
Museum in Chelsea. 

Just hours after walking off with L500 as the 
Army Photographer of the Year, Kevin was on an 
aircrdt bound for Bosnia to begin another assign- 
ment with Land Command’s Mobile News Team, 
writes John Elliott 

This was the second tnne m three years that the 
former RLC warrant officer had won the top acco- 
lade and it came weeks after he had been made an 
associate of the Master Photographers Associaoon. 

“It came as a nice surpnse and I was more than 
happy to receive the prize,” he said. 

“I’m lucky enough, through the Mobile News 
Team, to be able to cover all the categories, but 
that’s not the case for every photographer in the 
Army. While the portfolio is still important, the 
Military Operations category, for one, is going to 
rule some people out of entering.” 

Capt George Griffin, who organised the compe- 
tition for the Director of Public Relations (Army), 
responded: “We’re flexible and there will be slight 
changes next year.” 

VERY UPBEAT 
Judges Martin Keene, Head of Pictures at the 

Press Association, and Ray Lowe, one of Britain’s 
most highly-qualified photographers, were very 
upbeat about the standard achieved by the Army’s 
professional and amateur snappers. 

“Some of these images could have gone world- 
wide,” said Lowc. “I was impressed by the skill and 
the enthusiasm evident in the photographs we saw.” 

The Soldier-sponsarcd monochrome category 
went to a shot of the adjutant’s horse in Old Col- 
lege, RMA Sandhurst, taken by HQ 4th Division 
MOD photographer Chris Fletcher, whose work 
has often appeared in the pages of the magazine. 

In fact, most of the prizewinners are names famil- 
iar to those who read the picture credits in Soldier. 
One of them, Cpl Paul Brownbridge, based with 
HQ British Forces in Cyprus, tookthe Image ofthe 
Year cateeorv with a colour-saturated oicture of a 

I I  

soldier on exercise. 
Brig Rabert Gordon, DPR(A). who introduced 

the p;izewinners,revealed that.a photograph which 
won a valuable third place prize had been submitted 
without the photographer’s knowledge. Not that 
WO2 Alan Joseph of 3 Cheshire was complaining as 
he won equipment worth L250 donated by Method 
Publishing. With details of the 1998 competition 
likely to be published in the spring, the message to 
all Army photographers, amateur and professional, 
is: start thinking about your entry now. 

I1 
”U 

Above - Chds Fktcher’s wlnning 
shot of the adlutant’s horse et 

Above - The blg plc- 
ture: Kevln Capon, 
wlth hls wlnnlng port- 
foil0 on e vldeo 
screen at the National 
Army Museum 

Left - PR plcture of 
the year. Sgt Brlen 
Gamble’s dellghtiul 
study of a Northern 
Ireland echwlglrl and 
her Impromptu escort 

Split-second timing was the key to the best overall photograph, taken by 
LCpl Bobby Nelson on Otterburn ranges 

1 
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the camera tor a change, all the wlnners - (clockwise from top 
left) Chrls Fletcher, WO2 Pete Bristo, Lt Col Steve Hodder, 
Kevin Capon, LCpl Paul Brownbrldge and Sgt Brim Gamble 



The 
Duchy 

khool 
rarmniu 

SELECT with 
CONFIDENCE 
The Duchy Grammar School is Cornwall's longest established 
co-educational day and boarding school far pupils aged 3-18 years. 
0 Teacher topupilratio of I to 9 
0 Small Classes 
0 100% GCSEpossrolein Qcsubjeels 
0 Sports activities foro11 

100% Universily entry from 61h form 
0 Bursm'es and Scholarships available 
0 Wide ranging extra curricularoctiviries f o r d  

I PHOENIX WORLD 
A full range of pewter and "cold 
cast bronze" figurines, car grill 
badges and tankards to suit your 
needs. 

COMMISSIONS ACCEPTED. 

. Send crossed ChequeiP.0. with order or S.A.E. 
for brochure. 
PHOENIX WORLD REPRODUCTIONS 
437 Valle!,Drive, Gravesend, KenfDA125UE. 
Tel: Gravesend(01474) 365511 
F a r  (01474j 537166 

"Cold cast bronze" 

THE 

I Blue Coat School 

MOFFATS SCHOOL I 
for BOYS & GIRLS 4 to 13 + 

I Kinlet Hall 
Nr  Bewdley Tel: (01299) 841230 I Worcs DY 12 3AY 

HM Prison Service is now seeking women and men aged between 19112 and 491/2 from all ethnic backgrounds with the 
right qualities to train as Prison Officers for the London Area and Kent. As a Prison Officer you will have to deal with 

many situations where there are simultaneous demands to maintain security and control while remaining sensitive to the 
needs of the prisoners. It is a demanding role for which you will receive excellent training, some of which is residential. 

A fulfilling career for graduates. 
Applicants must possess a minimum of 5 GCSEs at grade A-C, including English Language and Mathematics or equivalent (eg, a 
complete GNVQ at intermediate level or complete NVQ level 2 with NVQ skills in numeracy and communications at a minumum of 
level 2. Some forces qualifications are also acceptable. Candidates will be required to produce original certificates as proof of these 
attainments. copies of which should be attached to your application form You must also meet a basic selection standard in respect of 
character, health, eyesight and fitness. 

In addition to the academic qualifications, we are looking for people with a range of interpersonal skills. Abilities to communicate 
and assimilate information effectively are essential. You should also possess good listening, assertiveness, influencing, 

negotiating and verbal communication skills. 
Starting salary is €14,791 rising to €20,400 per annum plus London Allowances where applicable for an average 39 hour week 
(Shift work). You will also recieve 22 days' holiday pay rising to 25 days after I year's service plus 1 I day public and privilege 

holidays per year. 
You can obtain an application form and competencey based questionnaires from: Recruitment and Selection, HMP Belmarsh, 

Western Way, Thamesmead, London, SE28 OEB, Tel No 0181 317 2436 Ext 235/238. 
People who have already token part and were unsueeessful in n Prison Oficer Job Simularion Assiessment Centre in the losf hyo years need no1 apply. 

THE PRISON SERVICE IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES EMPLOYER. 
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Kitstop 
SuDer sensitive antenna for 

U n course 
for cut-price - 
GPS r:?rno 

Reports: Graham Bound 
HAND-HELD global positioning sys- 
tems (GPS) have been around for a while 
now and, although not on regular issue to 
any Army units (that we know of), some 
soldiers have splashed out the hitherto 
considerable amount of money needed to 
buy these amazing little boxes of tricks. 

For those still struggling with compass 
and sextant (experts say we should contin- 
ue to use the old methods as a back-up, 
because electronic kit can fail), GPS uses 
signals from American satellites orbiting 
12,000 miles above the Earth to tell the 

destination or record the position of 
something you may wish to return to (. . . 
no more wandering around the Sainsbury 
car park). 

But the catch has been the cost. The 
little hand-held receivers and computers 
have varied in price between E600 and 
Ll50; beyond the pocket of most soldiers 

and outdoor enthusiasts. 
Cue the latest GPS: the 
Magellan Pioneer. When 
it comes on the UK 
market in January or 
February the Pioneer 
will cost about E80, 
making it the cheapest 
GPS ever and brineine U 

1 

- -  the technology well Displays 
/landmark. 

Easily mark a route, setup, 
time and 

battery gauge 
menus 

within the reach of most 
ofus. 

kit even more exciting 
is that there has been 
no trade-off in sophisu- 
cation and design. The 
liquid crystal display is 
simplicity itself to use 
and, weighing less than 
seven ounces, it is truly 
a Palm-toP unit. The 
Pioneer will run continu- 
ously for 24 hours on two 
AA batteries, while optional extras allow 
it to be mounted in a vehicle or used in 
conjunction with a computer hunting 
game which, presumably, hones the user's 
navigating SHS. discount to soldiers. 

C~ h 
What makes this new ~ ~ : ~ ~ ~ ~ f ~  

Rocker keypad for quickly 
naming and selecting saved 

Key guard ensures your 
receiver does not turn 

landmarks on accidentally 

The Magellan Pioneer GPS unit. All the features you 
need at an affordable price 

Expect to see the Magellan Pioneer in 
the specialist shops soon. You can also call 
Magellan Systems International Ltd on 
0131 6651 186. They are offering a special 

THE ARMY'S new Close and General 
Support Bridge System, the Vickers-man- 
ufactured BR90, has entered service with 
the delivery of the massive mobile kit to 
three Royal Engineer regiments in Ger- 
many. 

BR90 is effectively a mix-and-match 
system, carried on three tracked and 
wheeled vehicles. The sappers can call on 
bridge units capable of spanning 26, 14.5 

and 12 metres, and if these still leave the 
tankies and truck drivers scratching their 
heads and gazing at a daunting gap, a com- 
bination of BR90 units can be used to span 
as much as 60 metres, more than the width 
of a football field. 

The shorter elements of BR90 are of the 
folding "scissors" type, while the longer 
unit employs a telescopic girder-like rail. 
This is extended over an obstacle before 

the sections of bridge are manoeuvred into 
place along it. 

Thanks to the use of aluminium alloy 
panels, the system is surprisingly light, 
making it possible for just ten skilled men 
to deploy a bridge in under 30 minutes. 
But there has been no compromise in 
strength. Wheeled and nacked vehicles 
with a total weight of up to 70 tonnes can 
rumble confidently across the BR90 spans. 

2 a zi 
E 
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The largest varlant of the BA30 brldge Is manoeuvred into place along a masslve girder. It can be put In place In under 30 minutes 
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Navy scuppered 
. . a  at long last 

r ~ r m y  3, Royal Navy 2 
A CHANGE of system allied to a superb all-round team performance helped 
the Army to settle old scores with the Royal Navy at Plymouth in the South West 
Counties Championship, writes Derrick Bly. 

All too often in the past two seasons 
clashes between the two old adversaries 
have been won by the Navy. The perfor- 
mance was the best of the season and a m- 
umph for LCpl David Hope, who went to 
the top of the goal-scorers' chart with his 
second hat-trick of the season. 
U p  Paul Fagin and Sgt Dyson formed 

a formidable parmerahip in the centre of 
the defence and there was some disap- 
pointment in the Army camp that they did 
not reach the interval more than a goal in 
front after reverting to a 4-2-4 system and 
dominating the first half. 

1 . 

Massey Trophy 
TOP spot in the Massey Trophy Inter- 
Corps football competition is hold by the 
RLC, with the Infantry breathing down 
their necks. Recent results include: R Sig- 
nals 5, RAC 0; RE 1, Infanuy 2; R Sigs 3, 
AGC 2; A M S  3, AAC 5; RLC 3, AGC 1; 
APTC 0, RE 8; RAC 2, Infantry 3; RLC 8, 
RAC 1;APTc 0, RLC 1l;AAC 1, RAC 9. 

The latest Massey Trophy league table: 
P W D L  F A  Pts 

RLC 5 5 0 0  3 5 3 1 5  
Infantry 5 5 0 0 17 5 15 
RE 4 3 0 1  2 0 4  9 
RA 2 2 0 0  1 2 1  6 
RSlgnals 2 2 0 0 6 2 6 
AAC 5 2 0 3  1 2 2 7  6 
AGC 5 1 0 4 13 13 3 
REME 1 0 0 1  2 3 0  
RAC 3 0 0 3  3 1 6  0 
AMS 4 0 0 4  4 2 2  0 
APTC 4 0 0 4  O M  0 

Prize fund boosted 
ARMY Sports httery ticket sales have 
passed the 22,000 mark and prize money 
was increased to L8,OOO a week with effect 
from December 6. First prize is 
unchanged at L3,000, second rises by 
El00 to E1,600 and prizes for third to 
eighth place go up by El00 or @OO. A 
ninth prize of LlOO has been added. 

I '  

drops 
in on 
world 
gamesm 
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We owe a lot to 
our soldiers who 

fight for us... 

...g uarding our freedom and protecting our 
children's future. Some fall on hard times. 

We need your help to help them. 
A donation, a covenant, a legacy or through 

the Payroll Giving Scheme to 
The Army Benevolent Fund will help soldiers, 

ex-soldiers and their families in need. - - - - - - - - - - - - 
, To:Th.Armv hn.vokm Fund. 0.n. SOL 41 Ihum'. Q.0. London SWl5HR 

PRION BOOKS READER OFFER 
TheDeccmhe~issueofSoldierfeatured areaderofferforPrionBaoks. Readers 
were requested to make their cheques/pos payable to 'Sol&er Readers Offer' 

Thev should he made oavable to 'Prion Books Ltd'. 
~~ ~ 

Soldier competition results 
VIDEO RECORDER 

Congratulations to Mr MacDougail of York, whose winnlng entry 
for the cornpetition was the first drawn; he 1s the lucky reclplant of 
a Nicam stereo video recorder. 
The answer to the competttion, conducted over three Issues, was 
ARTHUR 

In our November issus we offered readers the chance to win a 
copy of PBUI Kerr's book m e  Crimean War. m e  first five c o r m  
entries drawn were sent in by: R Hardlng, Evesham; M Burgess, 
Doncaster; A Prlce, Swansea; J Pheasant, Nottingham, and 
A Parker, Hove. 
The answer was 1853 to 1856 (from the outbreak of war to the peace 
agrement in 1856) 
Thank you to all those who participated In both competltlons. 
No correspondence can be entered Into. 

THE CRIMEAN WAR 

Ashridge Ceramics 
Superb quality full colour crested giftware. 1 

Finest bone china tankards, mugs, boxes, plates, etc. 
Individual owners or larger quantities 

for units and organisations. Inscriptions for 
presentations, etc. 

For details phondfax: 01395 232956. 
Ashridge, Exeter Road, Woodbury, Devon EX5 

w.,BrownMute" 
RuDyARDKlPlING 

More RAVC history 1944 - 47 

By Major JD Parkinson RAVC .& Capt RB Hornby RAVC 

This is a tale ofadventure and service by taw young wterinay 
n r r p m  abruptly mmfmdfmm practice in rural England fo war 
in rk Far East; ir is one of which they, rheirpmfesswn and their 

Cows may be justly pmud'. 
Fmm Btig GR Durraof's Foreword - 
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________________________________---------- 
ORDER FORM 

To: Holden Publicadons, PO Box 83, Lea~caster, LA1 1FZ 

I would like to order . 
"Along 0' My Old Brown Mule" 

by Major JD Parkinson and Capt RB Hornby 

UKPrice: L11.00 per copy + L2.50 p&p = L13.50 I 

EUROPE. ~11.00percopy+~'2.50p&p=L13.50 

OVERSEAS~I1.00percopy+~5.50p&p =L16.50 I 

WITHYOURREMITTANCE FORE ............... I 

PLEASE RETURN THIS ORDER FORM TOGETHER 

Name: .................................. 
Address: ........................................... 
............. ..... .......... .... ....... .. .. .. 
, .... .... .. ......... .. .. .. .. .... ....... .. .. .. .... ....... 
.,. .... .,.. ,.. .... .. .... .... ........... .. .. .. .. ............. .. .. .. .... .. .. .. ... 
Post Code: .................................... 

BLOCK I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
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AITER mixed fortunes in the run-up to 
their first county championship game, the 
Army Under-2 1 rugby side enjoyed a one- 
point victory over Eastern Counties at 
Aldershot, writes Tom Wye. 

In their build-up matches, the young 
soldiers had lost to Sandhurst, the Welsh 
Exiles and Cambridge and beaten Nor- 
folk. 

As usual, there were severe difficulties 
getting a team together and just an hour 
before kick-off against Eastern Counties it 
was still not certain the Army would be 
able to field a side. A late arrival enabled 
the game to go ahead, albeit with only two 
of the permitted seven replacements on 
the bench. 

Fortunately, technique and heart was in 
abundance and the Army dominated the 
first half against a much heavier pack. A 
h e  display of kicking by Spr Mullany, 
who kicked four out of four penalties and 
l i e d  with Spr Morgan to score a try, 
gave the home side a major advantage. 

Eastern Counties responded with three 

venalties to make the interval score 17-9 
io the Army. 

A w bv the ramvant ATvr Woodhouse, 
playing at No &-was th; reward for a 
period of play dominated by him and his 
fellow back row, Spr Tomlinson and Gnr 
Soper. 

As the Army relaxed, the visitors scored 
two tries to pull the full-time score back to 
22-2 1. 

This well-deserved win was the first in 
the county Championship hy the Army U- 
21s for a couple of years. 

Nine team changes later the Army 
youngsters took on a powerful Kent U-21 
side at Chatham and conceded six tries in 
losing 32-3 to a team which had desmyed 
Hertfordshire by more than 50 points the 
previous week. 

The county championship finished on a 
high note for the Army U-21s when they 
beat Hertfordshire 37-8 to end up second 
in the league, their best performance for 
years. The players take on the Royal Navy 
and Royal Air Force in the New Year. 

s I 

Lumsden is the mask. 
ALTHOUGH seven of the top ten places 
in the 100-target Down-the-Line shoot at 
the Army clay target championships were 
filled by the Royal Irish contingent, top 
spot went to WO1 Gordon Lumsden 
(W. 

R e  Davey Smyth took the honours in 
the English skeet competition after a 
shoot-off with WO2 DarreU White 0. 
Fifteen of the 50-plus competitors scored 
more than 90 out of 100. 

In a very close 100-bird English sport- 
ing competition, shot in misty rain, Sgt 

Simon Arbuckle (RMP) won by a single 
clay. 

Lumsden won the Olympic skeet event 
and Cpl Ian Caldwell the Olympic trap. 

When scores were tallied to produce the 
Army’s all-round champion, Gordon 
Lumsden emerged as the outright winner, 
ahead of runner-up White and SSgt Tony 
Masters (RA) in third place. 

For more information about the Army 
Clay Target Shooting Association and its 
courses, ring Maj Tony Higham, HQ 4 
Div on Aldershot Mil(722) 2454. 

Gus leads Service tisnermen at  uover 
ASSOCIATE member Colin Pack won 
the overall title at the Army angling cham- 
pionships fished over the Channel Tunnel 
infill site under the White Cliffs of Dover, 
with LCpl Gus Angus the best-placed 
serving soldier. 

The weather was atrocious, as it was on 
the second day when the competition 
moved €room Samphire Hoe, as the infill 

area is known, to Walmer beach. Sgt Ian 
Lambert and WO1 Paul Curtice f i s h e d  
second and third in the serving category. 
Angus and Pack were the pairs champi- 
ons. 

The competition was used to prepare 
the Army’s 15 top anglers for the Inter- 
Services match against the Royal Navy 
and the Royal Air Force. 

Irish win battle of 
Palace Barracks 
BOXERS from 7 R Irish won a place in 
the Northern Ireland Grade 3 finals when 
they overcame 2 LI hy five bouts to four. 
Both battalions are based at Palace Bar- 
racks, Belfast. Trailing 1-3 at one stage, 7 
R Irish won the next four contests to make 
the final. 

LCI 
Rufus (2 LI) at Palac~ Barracks in Be 

in (7 R Irish) scores ag 

Minor boxing final 

Re 
it 

THE final of the Minor Units inter-team 
novice Grade 3 boxing championships will 
be between 9 Para Sqn RE and 59 Indep 
Cdo Sqn RE at the Maida Gymnasium, 
Aldershot on March 19. 

Iwan’s Bovington test 
WAN Thomas, Britain’s 400m Olympic 
silver medal-winner, took part in a gru- 
elling log race when he visited recruits in 
training at the Royal Armoured Corps 
Centre at Bovington. He also drove a 
Challenger 2 tank over the centre’s cross- 
country circuit. Iwan was there at the invi- 
tation of Sgt Martin Blade, a fellow Team 
Solent athlete. 

Marathon loggies 
THREE loggies, Maj Peter Knoll 
(UKSC(G)), WO Sandy McAulay and 
Sgt Craig Forster (both BOD Bicester) 
completed the annual US Marine Corps 
Marathon in Washington DC. Run in 
heavy rain, the event attracted 18,000 ath- 
letes to a course which took in the Penta- 
gon, the White House and the Lincoln 
Memorial. 

RLC badminton 
PTE Natalie Jackson of 2 CS Regt RLC 
won the singles at the RLC badminton 
championships and teamed up with Pte 
Edele Turner to win the women’s doubles. 

Squash champions 
THE Royal Logistic Corps A team won 
the 1997 Inter-Corps squash champi- 
onships contested by 20 teams and more 
than 140 players in Winchester. Second 
and third were RE and AAC, separated by 
a single point, with REME a further point 
behind. AGC were fifth in Division 1. 
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Picture: Mike Weston 

CASUALLY-dressed in a polo shxt and 
track-suit bottoms and sitting at his 

:hen table, 32-year-old Matthew 
ming, Kent and England all-rounder, 
sident of the Professional Cricketers’ 
,ociauon, former Greenjacket o5cer 
1 great-nephew of James Bond creator 
Flemng, was having lunch. 

He was surpnsingly relaxed consider- 
he had just been selected to play for 
Jand this winter. 
To be honest, I didn’t expect to get 
> the side, it’s just a huge bonus. I 

lamed Kent m 1989 straight after leav- 
ing the Army and I‘ve been in the tint 
team for the past seven years,” he 

the end of  their rcthcr just dun’t 
knaw how much they have left. I 
know when p ~ h  CIIIIICS to shove 
there is intire left in the tank 
because I haw had tu dig dcrper 
than most of the giiys will ever 
have a chsncs to. and that’s 
thank5 to the Army. It’s thanks to 
combat iirnsss tes ts  and running 
around t h e  Brecnn Hcacons.” 

problems in life. i u s 1  bigscr chal- 
cnges. Ynu have to h > k  ‘it 11 that 
ray. Challenges arc casier to solve 

dicrs in the battalion . . . and the 
hest Greenjackets arc “cry good. 

“While I w a s  in the Arniy I was 
still turning out for Kent whrn thc 
chance BIOSL:  and I played against 
them in die Army and Cumbincd 
Services matches. 

“I’m married to die sister of 8 
fellow officcr and I keep in much 
with all rhasi. with whom I joined. 
They are very gnod at keeping my 
fret on the ground.” 

He follows developments in thc 
military with a kccn eye and has 
firm opinions a s  to its future. 

“I think we hare a fantastic 
Army. The rcgimcnral histury and 1 explamed. 

After school at Eton, lnitial career 
advice came in the form of a paternal 
chat. As an =-Grenadier Guardsman 
and someone “not to be messed with”, 
his father ndvrsed a short service com- 
mssion in the 2nd Battalion, The Royal 
Green Jackets. The experience left a last- 
mg unpression. 

“I’m very proud to have been a Green- 
jacket. They are a serious regiment and 
the soldiers are very serious people. 

“I was very naive when I went to 
Northern Ireland. It was a big first post- 
mg. Sink or swim. As Recce Platoon 

I 

’ 

tradition is fantastic and it is lcngc. 
“I hare three years lcft on my 

contract hut hv then I think I will 
second to none. Joining rhc Army 
is likc joining a family. Especially 
a rrgimcnr iikc The Royal Grcsn- )e really knackcrcd.” He added 
jackers, who are vcry good a t  virh a smile: “I rcckon I will still 
making yu feel welcomc. bc ahlc T o  pass Marrnew rieming . . . the Army, Kent and Englano BFT? 

“But you nevcr really Isavc, 
your involvement simply lessens. S o  you 
follow it with interest and a great deal of 
concern in times of trouble.” 

His own career took an interesting turn 
recently when he was called to another set 
of colours , . . England’s for the wintcr 
tournament in Shariah aeainst India. 

m n a y  rurvas of Telford-bawd 123 Ammunnion aquaoron wiewatea nar vt~tory in 
the women’s eectlon of the five-mlle Donnlnglon fun run. Organlwd by Cpl Donna Scslfe, 
of 241 Signal Squadron, the event Involved nearly 100 soidlers and their famllies and relwd 
more than p5M) for Eirmlnghsm Chlldnn’s Ho.pital end a lccsl school 

a 

Relay runners get 
there in the end 

Flcming made a memorahlr 
m y  firs1 timc in a full England [cam and debut for England againsi India in Shar- 
the first winter I will he away. It is easier ish. Hc was  hailed as rhc hcro d a 
for me than it i s  fnr my wife. Caralinc. remarkable wwn-run win after taking 
u.ho has our three young children to cope Sour wickets in a nail-hiting finish. 
wi th  Hc kept his placc in thc team which 

‘‘One thing I am really gratsful to the wmt on to rwch rhc Champions Cup 
Arm” for is mv  fitness. A lot ofcrickcrers final with victories OIW t h c  Wcst Indirs 

a- I RESULTS at the Army cross-country 
relay championships at Twesledown took 
abitofworkingoutafteritwasdiscowed 
that two units, each with more than one 
entry, split their Vest numbers between 
their teams. 

mother unit ran their last-leg runner first, 
their third leg second and their first leg 
rhird. Race administrators burned the England pair in form 
midnight oil to phduce accurate results. 

What was indisputable was the day’s 
fastest lap. That went to British interna- 

And to further complicate the issue, rional SSgt Rcd Finch (AGC), who 
lappedin 14min 19sec. OCdtJamesMayo 
(RMAS) recorded 1427 and Sgt Kenny 
Butler (5 AB Bde Log) 14:30. 

Winners of the team race were 5 Air- 
borne Brigade Log Bn, followed closely by 
Finch’s 7 (Para) RHA quartet and BAD 
Kineton in third place. RMAS were 
fourth and 3 OJK) Div HQ fifth. 

Minor unit honours went to 216 Para 
Sig Sqn, with HQ 4 Div second and Cdo 
Ord Sqn third. Central Engr Park were 
fourth, just ahead of the Gurlrha Training 
Wing from Church Crookham. 

The women’s rdce was won by- A 
team ahead of RMAS Permanent SafF 
and the RMAS B string. Fourth were 7 
Tpt Rcgt. Pte M O’Connor (AGC 
Centre) ran the fastest leg, recording 
1649, with Sgt Sue Sharp RMAS (PS) 
second fastestwith 17:13. 

Church Cmokham’s Gurkha Trg Wing 
won the junior race ahead of AAC Arbor- 
field and 1 Green Howards. AT K Shep- 
herd from Arbortield was quickest in the 
racewith 15:12. 

Sgt Rod Finch crosses the finishing line to 
record the fastest Individual lap 

Olsson medal sets pace on 
ETBALL I 

Armv trio tamed 
iLElCH 

by welsh dragon way to third Winter Olympics THREE Army players were in action when 
the Combined Service netball team took on 
Wales in Cardiff. Lt Emily Perrett, SSgt 
Marie Marriner and Cpl Chris Ward found 
that the first h e  of the season could not 
have proved more challenging? but it pro- 
vided them a rare opportunity of playing 
against a national side. 

The players were put through their paces 
in Aldershot by Army coach Monica Vaugh- 

The quality of the internationals was evi- 
dent and the Combined Services tried hard 
to match them for sharpness, speed and 
accuracy. Wirh the match being used as the 
final hurdle in team selection for the Com- 
monwealth Games every Welsh player had a 
much at stake and made the Servicewomen 
work hard in every area of the court. 

Best sDeU for the Services came in the 

before QXVChg t0 Cardiff. 

CPL Sean Olsson (1 Para) celebrated his 
iirst World Cup medal when he drove the 
Great Britain four-man bobsleigh into 
third place at Winterberg, Germany. 

Aldershot-based Olsson, Britain’s 
number one driver, and crewmen Cpl 
Dean Ward (also 1 Para), Courtney Rum- 
boult and Lt Paul Atwood (RM), picked 
up the bronze medal in the second World 
Cup race of the season. 

Their Zanussi-sponsored bob was just 
0.08 seconds slower than the winners, 
USA 1.This was an outstanding perfor- 
mance from the British racers who were 
driving hard to qualify for next month’s 
Winter Olympics in Nagano, Japan. 

The result, which included two course 
record starts and the fastest lauf on the 
second run, Duts Olsson into second 

- .  

England veterans cross-country squad run- 
ners Cap1 Lyn H l p ~ s  (AFTC) and Cept Slave 
Lonnen (RLC) catch thelr breath after lheir  
indlvldual victories In the open mcea at an 
lnternstlonal Groan country event at Bally- 
mane, Northern lnlend 
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place in the four-man bob World Cup 
rankings and firmly on the road to his 
third Winter Olympics. In the two-man 
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race, Olsson teamed up with ex-Royal 
Anglian Lenny Paul and did well to main- 
tain their current world ranking of 12th. 

second quarter, reflected in the 16-9 score- 
But the h1 scoreline of 72-18 told a more 
accurate story of the difference in class, 
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Let us design your Regimental and Operational Shields. 

Write for a full colour brochure to: 
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CIVIL & MILITARY BESPOKE TAILORS 

LADIES & GENTS 
MESS DRESS 
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FREE CREDIT. 
All Accessories 

Ilford Essex. IGl 

ARE TIE MANUFACTURERS AND CAN SUPPLY 
YOUR EXISTING TIE OR DESIGN YOU A NEW 
ONE. PLEASE SEND US A PICTURE OF YOUR 
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FREE COLOURED VISUAL WITH A QUOTATION. 
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MINIATURE MEDALS 
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Exampre OfPriOSr~ 
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C6: SiAliantic + msene: E 6  GSM G.Vl.R. with 
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Fax: 0171-930 1152 
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Phone: 01256 895795 
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Frank Finch has made ten 
changes in detail to one of his 
drswings. Circle the ten differ- 
ences in the lower image, cut 
out the whole panel, add your 
name and address and send to 
HOAY 674, Sokiia Ordnance 
Road, Aldershot, G u l l  2DU 
by February 6. 

E i n h  who & not wish cn CUT 
their rnagazk, a photocqry LS 

now acceprablc, but only one enny 

perpenon m q  be rub* 
Do not include anyrhing else 

in your envelope. 
First correct entry drawn 

after the closing date WIU win 
LlOO; the second and third wdl 
receive LlO gui vouchers. No 
correspondence of any kind 
can be entered into. 

The names of the winner 
and runners-up will be 
announced in the March issue. 

r 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Take out a new subscription in January and 
receive a free Soldier magazine binder 

Subscribe to @@N/)flm? 
Magazine of the British Armv " 

UK One year A23.00 0 BFPO One year k13 .800  OVERSEAS One year E32.200 
Two years k60.000 Two years k40.00 0 

UT chequePO (m: 
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A life of adventure 

Adventure for the young 
The Army Welfare Service and 122 Army 
Youth Team comblned forces to give a 
week of adventure training in the Lake Dls- 
trict to 18 young people from Catterick 
Garrlson. 

The aim was to Integrate children of Ser- 
vice families and provide them with an 
opportunity to work as a team outdoors. 
Activlties included hill-walking, rock- 
climbing, creak-walking, mountain-biking 
and canoeing. 

wu)IERs a n  well known for 
their enjoyment of challenge, 
travel and excitement Adventur- 
ous training is ackmJwledged in 
t h e w  as one of the best ways 
to test them to their limit in 
peacetime and give the op rtu 

definitely off the tourist routes. 
British soldiers have been 

reaching for the skies with moun- 
taimwin expeditions to such 
remote p L es as Kyrgyzstan and 
the Bolivian Andes. Fastmoving 
water is another regular attraction 
and white-water canoeing in 
Norway and byaking in Malaysia 
were just some of the training 
exercises carried out 

nity to visit paa of the v1l0 r -  d 

The ATR Wlnche8te.r team tmkklng alongside the mules In the Apolobemba 

ATR peaks in the Andes NORWAY, land d the midnight sun, 
V i  and legends oftrolls, also boasts 
the most spectacular wbite waters in 
Europe. It was for 
th is  reason that 
Eve novice and 
eight seasoned 
canoeists, mostly 
f r o m  4 7  Reg i -  
ment, Royal Art- 
fiery, travelled 1,300 miles across land 
and sea in cramped mini-buses. 

Aim of the novice paddlers was to  
develop their skills to Brirish Canoe 
Union four-star (intermediate) level. 
I l l ey  tested themselves on the Bkm 
white-water racing course of the Sj 

ey ofDeath” 

Experienced members were able to 
enjoy the challenge of more diflicult and 
demanding rivers, the highlight being 

“The sheer vol- 
ne of water en- 

s u r e d  t h a t  for 
much of the t ime  

I t he  p a d d l e r  in 
h n t  was out of 

&t to tL- l.ldn behind,” explmed 
WO1 (ASM) Andy Eaton. “Each pad- , 
dler would appear and disappear in 
troughs, stoppers and down the back of 
huge waves. The Driva was by fat the 
most memorable river of the mp and 
will be etched on the minds of those 

*he Driva. I AN ambitious expedition led by  Capt 
Rosie Stone of the Army Training Rsgi- 
ment, Winchester, conquered three peaks 
in the Bolivian Andes. 
% members of the team - eight men 

and women from the ATR - managed to 
achieve the  first British ascent of the 
6,044111 Chaupi Orco peak. 

Breathmking scenery and a tremen- 
dous sense of achievement compensated 

for stomach cramps and nausea caused 
by  altitude sickness experienced by most 
members during the  aip. Much  of the  
climbing involved glacier work and knife- 
edge ridges. The team included novices 
who were under constant supervision 
duringtbeexpedition. 

Cpl  Caroline Sutton managed to climb 
her first mountain - Paqueno Lucien - 
and reached the 5,400m s u m m i t .  

Camped at the aummii of Weysia’a Mgh- 
& mountain, Gunun Tahan. From IeH am 
P b  Sssn Wardk, Capt Justin Foother- 
 tone, Cpl Gaty Keep. 9se below 

rttable ;- ‘aysia .. I 
ibers of 1s aiion, The 

’rincess of Wales’s Royal Regiment travelled 3 
A n d m  Wington (rlght) cebbn(er 

on the summlt of Lenin Pmk, Kyrpyzst.n, 
wHh a bemused G e r m  

o Malaysia to complete an arduous white- 
vater kayaking and trekking expdition. 

During the 17-day trip, they walked 77km 
iver Gunan Tahan - at 2,187m the highest 
peak in mainland Malaysia - and kayaked 
126km, so making a foot-and-kayak traverse 
of the Taman Negara rain forest. They also 
carriedoutthefirst Britishdescentofthe River 
Tembeling. 

Humidity, heat, leeches and steep muddy 
climbs combined to make the going tough at 
times, but this was compensated by journeys 
down &er during which large monitor lizards 
and other wildlife could be seen. 

Team leader Capt Justin Featherstone 
said ‘Rocks, rapids and the rain forest made 
a great impression on members of Exercise 
SungaiTyler, giving usanexperience neverto 
be forgotten.” 

Climbing on 
0 Capt Stove Goodwln led a group 

from 16 Slgnal Reglment, Monchen- 
gladkch to Nevada to cllmb Mount 
Whitmay, the hlghSa peak In the USA. 

0 A team from Rhelndahlen-based 14 
Independent Topographical Squadtun 
RE cllmbed In the Hlgh Tahs mountelna 
durlng an adventurous hslnlng expedl- 
tlon to Poland and Slovakla. 

members, led by Lt Kewn Mathers, walked 
more than 170km, safely completing the 
longest high-altitude glacial traverse on earth. 

During the expedition they rescued a group 
of three travellers whoss porters had deserted 
them. Lt Mathers said: They were lii-prepared 
to go over the pass. Even the first day down 
the wet glacier could have caused them signif- 
icantdanger. Itwasagreedlheycwld~nour 
two rope teams as long as they stuck to our 
decisions and Itlneraty. Thls was a great suc- 
cess and it allowed them to safely achieve an 
othetviise impossible goal.” 

Frontier Anglians 
TWELVE Royal Angllans mblned a trlp to 
vlalt lhelr slsier reglment, the 5th Frontler 
Force Regiment (5 FF), In Rawlplndl, pak- 
Isten, wlth a chance to trek In the foothllls 
of the Hlmalaysl and Hlndu Kush. 

They wen led by Mal Mark Wenham, 
whose father nerved In the 5/13th Frontler 
Force Rlfles More and durlng the &wnd 
World War end commanded the 8th Fron- 
tier Force Rlfles at ParMlon. 

“The hospltallly and klndnsss shown by 
5 FF was axceptlonal,” sold Mej Wanham. 
“lt wes also a pertlcular honour to meet so 
many dlsilngulehed ratlred offlwra from 
the tnglment.” A two-day Journey to the 

st on Lenir 
mnJ Andmw Eoingron nk an0 Sgt Rev 
Hardlng, Int Corps, WMO the flrst Brlilah 
mllltary personnel to mech the aummlt of 
Lenln m k  (7,lMm) In KyIoVuhn In the 
former USSR. 
m military axpodliion, led by ~ e i  ~ l k e  

~ o t t ,  pln, m e  the flrat to vlalt the I I~O.  
known area for more than 50 yean. 

Permiulon for the alx-man tesm from 
the Joint Arms Control Implumntstlon 
Group (JACIC) to go aheud wkh the arpa 
dltlon was lnltlally Mused becawo of the 
threat of “murder, auusoinatlon and 
abduction” in the bordarlng countty of 
Tadjlklstan. In the event, aliltuda sbknuu, 
stomech problems and a fractured leg 
wem the wont  problems the team had to 
contend whh. 

Members sheltered In tents or snow 
h o b  durlng the ascsnt and hod to b~ 
roped together for much of the tlme an the 
ghclar became sleeper and cwaases 
larger. The flrst aummlt atiempt was aban- 
doned m u s e  of atrong wlnda, cold and 
fatlgua, but Sgt Hardlng end Mal Edlngton 
nached the top on tha second attempt. 

I- &. on mad behalf Mar of All 1 Khan, R Angllan CO of to 5 Lt-Col FF Wahwn- UP 

remote and IsoleWd mglon of northorn 
Pakistan followd the path of the Indua 
rlver and Included a “whlto-knuckle” drhre 
.long a narrow track wlth an 8M)m drop to 
o n  Slde. 

A potentially t n g k  sltuatlon developad 
when OM team m e m k n  developed a 
awere few, but Hunks to the medical 
h O W k d g O  and qukk mectlons of hls col- 
h g w r  his tunp.nhm w s l  bought down 
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to a safe level. Five Intravenous drlps were 
used durlng one nlght. 

Thetrekklngtwkthemlothsbasecamp 
of Nanga Parbn, dghth hlghSa mountaln 
In the world, and over the Dalnter pnan 
(4,800m). 

Fa1 Kinj limb - 
BASL L18p*wn -Yd ropinb DNIra and the tech- 
niques for walking in crampons had to be 
ieamt before a 12-strong team from Tenitorial 
Army unit 5/8 Kings climbed tothe summit of a 
3,552171 mountain In the French Alps. 

Exercise King’s Dragon aimed to use Alpine 
mountaineering to develop self-reliance, 
team-building and leadership qualities. A 
demanding w e n t  of Aguilie de Tour near 
Chamonix was made more gruelling by high 
aititude. 

The group’s euphoria at reaching the 
SUmmlt was shortlived however when a 
women climber fell into a crevasse and, after 
being rescued, fell off a mck and had to be 
casevaced from the mountain. 

Wall: from I& am Fus Chrla Macleod, Lt 
Kevh Mathers, local gulde, LCpl Davy 
Davls, LCpl Merk Bruce, LCpl Jason Stew- 
art, LCpl RMS WatMn 

ram rescue 
A CILAWAL Trekking expedition in the Karako- 
ram mountains of north Pakistan by six mem- 
bers of the 1st Battalion. The Royal Highland 
Fusliliers had all the ingredients of an adven- 
ture: tortuous bus journeys, landslides, ava- 
lanches. aititude sickness, freshiy-dug graves 
and desetting porters. 

Despite these setbacks, all six expedition 
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MILITARY CV 
SERVICES 

The od@Y CV servieejorHM 
Force?; ermblirhedin 1984 

world-wide CV firm run by a former 
my officer and cumnt full-time career 
nsultanl. Past d i e m  include men and 
omen of all ranks fmm every pan of lhe 

Also * Applications 
Job Search skWs * Self Marketing * Interview Coaching 

FUN daoilrfrorn: 
Anthony Jacques 

66 High View Road, 
Guildford, Surrey GU2 SRU. 

Tel: 01483 823766 

One of the leading Miliary &Civilian 
CV Companies in lhc UK enjoying a 

* Drafl& Mmter Copies 
F m  CV Disc Storage 

* RrTypeSIwiw 
Over 30 Modi. presentation Typa I .lob Srsrrh Hit I.llih 

* Interview lkhniqu&int Lkt 
Comp&1e package pm"idi"g 

Unbeotabk QudUy. 
For an informalion pack PI- Phom 
or Write 10: Mr MacDonald, 3 Argent 
Cios, Hall Road, Kingston Upon Hull. 
HU6 9UA. Tti & Fsu: 01482 804643 

Regimental Blazer Badges, 
Plaques, Car Badges, 

Smd S.U. for p ' c r  list 
D J Parkinson (S) 

186b Lewes Road, Brighton 
Sussex BN2 3LD 

Tel: 01273 686877 (am. onl ) 

NEED A CV? 

%%% 

For free details conlacl the 
specialists in FORCES CVs 

Ties &Key Fobs (Established 1981) 

01213552t87 

SERVICES 

CVs made easy -for the Professionals 
al the cutting edge! - -  

"CV Examplei' is pmksd with P has of eremples of highly successful inferview 
generating CVE for the Infanmy (F7ivaw 10 WOI). R c p d  by SERVICE-CV - a widely 
recognised leader in CV sompilPfion for military pcnonnel wilh a wald-wide clieni base ~ 

"CV Examp1a"is h e  uitimafc CV wcting aid. 

Full wackape also includes: 

L c m  of Application gvids (with examples). 
a ~n-depfh appraisal of cv by SERVICBCV I For a FREE no obligation information pack call or write to: (01752) 344842 

1 SERVICE -CV (Dad A). 2 TERN OARDENS, PLYMOUTH. PL7 Z H Z  

1~ CLOSE PROTECTION 
the rich and famous for over 10 years. We also train 
Bodyguards. We could train YOU for a new career, call 
or write for our free information pack. 

Excel Protection, The Coach House, West Street, 
Epsom, Surrey KT18 7RL 
Tel: 01372 72 62 52 

MBROIDERED & PRINT 
SPORTS & LEISUREWEA 

SWEATERS RUGBY JERSEYS 

BASEBAUCAPS TIES 

AND MUCH MORE 
U 1  DESGNAND P O N * W D S E R ~ E  

SEND WR OUR PRIGS Un 

lasford Noltingharn N M  ODE 
1-1 cnr ni i c  097 u o  

Lifs in ~i mess? 

IUG UUWILBUCI 

0345 90 90 90 

hmatmks 
P R O M O T I O N S  

Plus PRINTED T-SHIRTS & S W E A T S H I R T S - a  
-a--- - 

e- w- - m e  q m m  
printd swwa and T.shii, mm. - min. 

ENAMEUED - min. 100 
* B u a R  BADGES - min. 5 

TIES - Wown . min. 50 
hinted . min. 36 

Also - BASEBALL CAPS - min. 
SPORTS BAGS - min. 50 

1 - 1  r I ,..e.-, I .a _._ "e 

nsign to Kilcreggan. Dunbartanshire G84 OJN 

TFI ' Ill A R f i R A  35111 177143. FAX. nlAl4311d , \ \ ! S A  i 
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Regal Military 
Tailors 

S li. 

MESS DRESS, SELF MEASURE 

REME, RAMC, RADC, RA, RE, RS. 
Includes, shirt, bow tie and rank. 

AGC L285, RLC ;E280 

onhl&280 
TeVFax: 0113 236 1091 

3c Westfield House, Broad Lane, Leeds LS13 3HA - 

ZD-h 
&A?ca.mm 

FORMERLY PRIORY PEWTER 
High quality pewter tankards, 
hip flask, goblets, plates and 
much more. Engraved with 

Regimental Badges, Crests and 
Logos to your own designs. 

Competitive prices. 
Full colour brochure. 

A R WENTWORTH (SHEFFIELD) LTD 
lanbrd House. 25 Leadmiil Road 5heffield 51 31A 
Tel 01142725676&01142754168 k x  0114 

Do your eempaign medals need 
rpmountlng? 

Single or gmups 
No job too small 01 too large 

mfessionally mounted 
We can supply full size and 

miniatures. 
Phone far quotation: 0181 650 0461 

or 0411 435913 
K & D Medals, 174, Wickhmn Wq, 

PorkLonglry. Bccknhon KentRDz 3AS 

ALL IT LACKS IS TAX I 
I Tailored fiaaoce packages (subject to status) 

including Optional Purchase Schemes with 
Guaranteed Fume Value 

Expert advice & test drive - no hard sell 
I 

I Delivery 10 your chosen point in the UK 
M shipped overseas 

I Personal price quotation by rehun mail or fax 

BEST UK VALUE FOR YOUR USED VEHICLE AGREED IN ADVANCE 
DEAL DIRECT WITH SCE UK AND BE SURE TO MEET BFG REGULATIONS 

also - concession prices on new UK Tax Paid or pre-owned vehicles from the SCE Selectic 
FOR YOUR mL-COLOUR INFORMATION PACK MAIL THE COUPON OR CAL' 

SCE HOTLINE UK 01367 241225 
(always pleased to call back to saw your charges) 

fax U K  01367 242000 

SCE - 
auto intemtional - 

SCE LTD 
PO BOX 177 

FARINGDON 
OXON SN7 7EW UK 

Name TillelRank 

Addmm 

Tel Day Tei Eve 

Dale required CBI fw use in (c0unh-y) 

iaminterertedir 0 Chrysier 0 Jaep 0 Kia 0 Mslda [7 Rover MG 0 USEDCAR 

M W ( 9  
CONCESSION PRICE TAX FREE FOR EXPORT 0 TAX PAiD FOR UK USE 0 

scso1s 
Please mail fo: SCE Ud. FREEPOST, Faringdon. OXM SN7 5BR. UK (NO stamp required if mailed In UK m BFPO 

SOLDllR January 1998 



wnnu 

11 I ' uu"uL I ONE BF THESE 
1 I. 

E U S  

WORCESTERSHIRE 7 MEDAL SERVICE LTD 

Specialists in Ribbona, Full Size Br Miniature Medals and 
Medal Moanling either for wear or display. 

Send SAE or call for comprehensive price kat of 
Q Full Sine & Miniature Medals. m 

C r d t  card onleri  srrepld by phone or T u  lJK cuatomm pkmm add 17.5% VAT Is 

Fully illustrated 38page catalogue listing well over 1600 items - 
helmet plates, Glengarry badges, cap and beret badges, rank bad es, 

cloth arm patches, cloth beret badgesand all Officer metal a n j  
bullion items Plus all mmnt mnal and anndisd beret badges 

Also pnnrs, postcards and excellent keyrings 
Illushated catalogue costs just f2.00 

Mike Lapworth, 6) 26 Southdown Road, Bristol BS9 3NL 
Trade m u i n e r  welcome. 

'or officers or other ranks. 
With or without unit 

designation. - 
also 

Any quantity supplied 

DRAB 
4AME TAPES 

S.A.E. torprim list 
Lancashire Embroidery 

6 Insignia Ltd 
Knowsley Industrial 
Park North, Klrkby, 
Llverpool L33 7SA. 
Phone: 01 51-546 51 61 2 

FaX: 0151-549 1128 

I HURTMORE ROAD. GODALMING. SURREY FREEPHONE 0321 873843 1 PEUGEt 
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printed or 
r-shilts 

Sweatshilts 

Poloshlrts 

Rugbyshllts 

Dlill Top 

:m Sample 

hbn  S e d  

M R  Toms 

*I*kl*o*Nw 

mEE complete coloui range cow v@ I TEES TOTA- a T E  ES 
TOTAL 153 Hlsh Stnet Wootton Eaaaett, Swindon, 

Wlltahim SN4 7AB England , , , I , ,  I I I 

Tel: (Oi793) 849888 Fa: (Oi798) 849890 ' ' ' " ' ' A ' 
1 1 1 1 1 1 B 1 1 1  I /  

Forces Direct I 
T 

I 

Win a Cuneo print 
I 

'e Cuneo died in January, 
1996 at the age of 88. lllmughout his 
life he earned worldwide acclaim as 
a portrait painter and, in his own 
words, as an artist of "ceremonial, 
military and engineering subjects". 
His war yeatx fie served in the Royal 
Engineers) were coloured by his 
work for the Government as an artist 
?f propaganda material. 

Sa/dh,  which in 1964 commis- 
gioneU its a y  C.tir!eo pelnting 
af B b-Oay landing Soene, IS 
delighted to &er thew two 
framed prvlts d&?aW by 
Airborne F o w  PnrnrofioO 

' . ' 

as prizes. Both ar? signed . 
the artist. To enter the drew to 
winorie of ffi-ise printsjust 
answer the question b&ni. 

' 
I 
I 

- 
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0 MOTOR INSURANCE 0 

0 KIT INSURANCE 0 

spedalistRatesforYoungDdwsandHigh-~~~cars1 

0 HOME & CONTENTS INSURANCE 

t Exclusive schemes & preferential rates for H.M Forces X 

# Fast & Efficient Claims Service X 
# Immediate Cover Available X X Monthly Payments # 

FOR AN INSTANT QUOTATION & 
WARANTEED SAVINGS CALL FREE ON 

BRADFORD & WTCHER LTD 
W O R  COURT, 12 ST MARGARET'S ST., 

IPSWICH, IP4 2AT 
TEL: 01473 211951 

I 

Amwm OB a peard please te 
Cuneo Prints Competition, Soldier Magazine, 

Ordnance Road, Aldershot, Hants 
Gull 2DU. 

Closiog date: Febnuvy 6,1998 

The hrst two correct answers drawn will win and the 
Wtnners will be notified by post. No correspondence 

will be entered into and the Managing Edltor's 
decision IS final. I 



SUPPLIER5 OF SWEATSHIRTS, POLO 
SHIRTS, T/SHIRTS, HOODED SWEATSHIRTS 

RUGBY JERSEYS. BASEBALL CAPS AND 
MANY OTHER ITEMS. ALL GARMENTS CAN 
BEPRINTED OR EMBROIDERED WITH YOUR &QDP 
/ISTA SPORTS LTD. 28 HIGH STREET 

MERSTHAM. SURREY. RH1 3EA. 
TEL: 01737 645113 
FAX: 01737 645892 

1 

I T' x 5". .. f5.60 8" x 6". .. E1.50 12"X8"...f12.00 I 

I 
1 L1lllllllllllll 

11111111111111 r Have you been captured by 
I SOLDIER? I 
I If you have been caphued on camera by one of L0LDI.R magazine's I 

photographers then why not buy a top quality reprint? 

I Other sizes available on request. VLllpriccs are inclusiur of VATandpbpJ 1 
All mquwm plmse to I The Photographic Department, SOLDIIR, Ordnance Road, 

Aldershot, Hants G u l l  ZDU. Tel: 01252 347357 

Digital Prints (up to A4 size). .. €7.00 

Freah flowers sent daily from the 
to an addresa in the U.K. or N. I 
Order early for Valent 

U w  this adwti as an order form 

Valantlnea Weak only 4th-lBth February 
Addfsper 12 Roses, fll per24 Roses. f6 Rose Bouquet, f8SpeoalBouquet 

For Valmtlm Wwk only 40 FmoaIU 6 Fern and 1 Red Roae f15.95 

Y 

I T-Shitts, Sweatshim, 
Polos, Rugby Shirts, 
Hwded Tops, 
Singlets, 
Basebail Hats, Ties. 
Embroidered Badaes 

A s PROMOTIONS 
12 A M Y .  Industrial Estate 
Justin Road, London E4 8su 

Telephone: 0181-523 3283 
Fax: 0181.531 7298 ~~ 

B Jumpers, Pennznts, 
Mugs, Spons Bass a Holdalls, 
JWrack Suits a Shell Suits. I John Bull Milltar), Clothln 

6 Mall Ordmr Dlrlslon 
ISVFU: 017a 853814 ima n( YI (*. 

M7656Mml iu.rlpn) 

17 Hiidyard Row, Catlsrlch 6atrisoi 
N Yorla 010 4DH 

i BEBATTLEREADY! i 
I You can be better prepared and equipped with SASS I 

I UNIQUE military clothing and equipment. I 

1111111111111-a 

FOR THOSE WHO DEMAND 
THE BEST AND KNOW 
THE DIFFERENCE. 
For your FREE 
36 page colour catalogue 
write or telephone 

St. George's Works, St. George's 
Quay, Lancaster, 
Lancashire LA1 5QJ 
Telephone (01524) 64204 

SPECIAL AIR-SEA SERVICES 

ARE YOU PERMANENTLY ON PARADE 
OR IN THE SPOTLIGHT? IF SO, YOU 
NEED LEATHER LUSTRE FOR THAT 
PERMANENT HIGH GLOSS FINISH ........ 
lREEDOM FOR W W T  OFF-DLTY TIME 
LOST ON SHINING LEAniER IS HERE 

l l i  

I 

I 

....... so~E.nsQfI0.sopcrE.n 
.............................................................. T O u l m d u ~ ~  N.mr.... 

Addre.( .............................................................. P&pUJOprm ........... 
........................................................................... TOTAL ENCLOSED. ........... 

............ 

DISCOUNT AVAILABLE ON URCER ORDER. 

January 1998 $OLDIRR 



PEUGEOT MAIN DEALER 
BETWEEN BULFORD CAMP AND LARKHILL 

DP 

og Finance at competitive rates 
rg 

Forces discounts on full Peugeot 
Range' 

A convenient and generous trade-in 
facility 

WHEN YOU'VE TRIED THE REST 
THEN COME TO THE BEST 

BUY DIRECT FROM THE U.K.'s No. 1 
EXPORT DEALER 

Wng Rlck B.rton O l s a D  653u.1. from Germany w44 1980 663434 orwrire 
to: Rangers TMs. m e r s  Garage, FREEPOST, Duningmn, Salisbury, 
Wilts SP4 BBR. England (no stamp required). 

POSTTHIS COUPON FOR OUR FREE INFORMATION PACK 
NAME AND RANK ......................................................... 

-___------_____-----_____________ 

........................................................................................... 
...................................................... .............................................. 

.................. DEL. REQ BY ................. 
I am interested in ......................................................................................... 
Part exchange debits .................................... 
Country of use ................................................ 

Tax Free Sales 
4C Immediate delivery on most models 

4C Full UK spec 4C Low/no deposit finance 
4C Part exchange * Continental delivery 
323 from €7,599 4C MX5 from €10,099 

The All New 626 from €1 0,199 
EXCLUSIVE EXPORT AGENT FOR 

BFG AND BENELUX 

POOL AUTOS 
7020 Mons, Belgium 

Tel: (651 728836 Fax: [651724467 
Serving the Services since 1968 

, - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -~-------- - - - - - - -  

Please forward details on: 
121 0 323 0 626 0 MX3 0 MX5 0 XedosO 
&her makes [7 .......................................... LHD/RHD 
dame ............................................ Rank ................... 

.............................. .Tel No,, ..................................... 

Advanced Car 

................................................... 

: coumyotl*." .......... --...___.-..--.......- : ................................................... 
I . . .  

I O W t R  I a n w  1998 
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c 

Magmine Pouches 
Clasp knge pockets 
Two large documentpockets 
Secondqv weapon holster 

Made in tk~ UK exclusively for Servife Spork 



e - -  -.. -._.___ ~ ~~~~ I ~ . , ~  . _ ~ ~ ~ _  . - .  - 
Enjoys looking after children, going 
out, walks and drinldng. Seeking male 

brunctre, 
,,,&,g> and watching 

Driver, TanL and Aircraft Recognition. 
’LIES. To reply to a penpal, write ISBN 1-874528-02-0. Price U S 0  (inc 

~ .-.[er and send it to Sokiik Mag-e pen pals aged 18-20. PI56 psm UKIBFPO). Trade tarns an Law Enforcement Body Associ- 
at the address below. ?he box number Anne 5,5n slim-ish a p p l i c a r i o n . A v a i l a b l e f r o m ~ ~ ~ N ~ ~  atlon Intematlanak College- 
rust be CLEARLY nrt- in the B d e s ,  Boolrshops or diren from accredited courses including home 
TOP LEFT CORNER of the enve- publishas: hULlTARY POcI(ET study cour8es. Also quarterly mag- 
lope. Your envelope mum be no larger BOOKS, PO Bm 28, teva, Bdey ,  azine title “Bodyguards”, L3.00 
than ~ 4m and contain only a ;$,pen P& aged East Ywks HU17 5J.A. Tdfax: 01964 per issue. For mare information 

542878. ,,c contsct David Sea-Borne .Tel/faan: letter plus a photograph if requested. 
Replies received more than three Michelle, 27, 5’4”. single mum with 01284 700565 or Mobile: 0850 
months after the c m r  date and *e, blonde, curly hair and blue eyes. Enjoys 
heavy, or poorly -sed s F g ,  singing, acting, pubs, clubs, 
d o p i  wi l l  not be f d d  eanng out and cosy nighs in. Seeking 
T O ~ ~ S ~ F O R A P ~ P ~ .  male pen pals aged 24-29. PI58 mm 

P b m  l a d  for detaih mcIosin# a Lis+ 26, 5’8”, B nurse with brown 
ntamped, d-Pddmud envelope eyes. If you are a Suvicrman who has a 
m: Soldim hiwazine, ordnaaee GSOHandwhoenjoysthegoodthinga 
bad, Aldabot, Hnn- Gull  2DU. in life. then she would love to hear from 

football. genuine replies 
40-55 with GSOH. 

01.m 

Dcbbi, 23, 5’3“, with long, blonde 

IdcL-b;mng. S e c 6  mal; pen pals aged 
22-30. PI46 O l m  

Gemmo, 16,165-, with brown hair 
and eyes. Enjoys watching football, 
going out with her mates, reading, 
wmhing TV and listening to music. 
Seeking male pen pals aged 16-25. 
PI47 Y l m  

and fun with B GSOH. Dark hair and 
hazel eyes. Enjoys sports, music, 
wding, travel and animals. S e e W  
malepe“ pals aged 25-35. PI& 
Idle, 44, 5%”, with blue eyes and fair 
hair. Enjoys pubs, dubs, eating out, the 
h e a m  and children. Seeking genuine, 
laU, male pen pals aged 2540. P149am 

r-q, 29, S Y ,  ~msi t i~ ,  feminine 

018s 

Rnrrn, 32, with brown hair and eyes. 
Eniow m r t .  travel, theatre trim. eating 
>ut, -70’s music, kd ing  and &it!& 
letters and receiving post. Seeldng male 
pen pals aged 30+ with GSOH. PlSO 

Knrrn, is, 5’2”, medium build. 
enjoys writing, going out, walking and 
bring hut. Seeking single, male pen 
pals aged 18-23. Pl51 mm 

bthlem, 27, fair, curly hair, hard-of- 
hearin%, single. Invrests include 
horses, dogs, equestrian spans, ms 
and crafts, writing and going to the 
cinema. Seeks De” oak 28+. PI52 

11/91 

o w l  . .  
Val, 36, 5’8”, auburn hair, blue eyes 
md GSOH. Iikes animale, kcxpfit, 
music. motorbikes. uanauil beaches. ~~.~ ~ ~~~~~~~~ 

writing letters, the’cinema, sports and 
walking her IWO dogs. Seeking pen pals 
aged 35-40. PI53 01m 

Aman&, 5’8”, slim b m m e  with 
GSOH. Single mum. Enjoys 
roeialising, music, movies, mim+ng 
md walking on local beaches. Seehng 
male pen pals 30+. P154 
W y ,  30, 5’, bubbly, blue-eyed 
blonde looking for male pen pals with 
h e  combined personalities oflack Dee 
md Preddie Starr ta humorously 
:orrespond with during the cold winter 
months1 PI55 D I r n  

0,- 

- 

~~ ~~~~~ &. PI59 mnlj 

Faith, 27, 5’4”. with fair hair and 
green eyes. Her inrerests include arm 
and crafts!, horse-riding, minds ,  
reading, wnung and the cinema.She is 
hard of hearing, but communicates 
well. PI60 D I r n  

Am+, 25, 5 ’ 7 ,  with brown hair and 
eyes. Enjoys ten pin bowling, 
soeiatisi, collecting videos and 
cooking. Seeking S d e e m e n  pen pals 
aged 25 plus. P161 oma 

Mnrina, 42, 5’2”, enjoys music, 
Indian and Italian food, good beer and 
wine, football, psrdening, the 
couotryside and - d q .  Seeking male 
pen pals 35+ with GSOH. P162. ( I I ~  

Simply Special Frmslc, slim, mart, 
dark blonde. Cadet volunteer - l m s  
fieldsraft and army lite1 Tal-t, 
caring, home-loving. Seeking genuine, 
older, male pen pds 42-55. Possibly 
SNCOIF’SUNRPS mc, anywhen. PI63 

am 
Frmslc, 30, S I ” ,  cuddly build, 
divorced, like8 dancdcasy listening 
music, nights idout, enjoys travelling. 
Seeking only genuine, honest pen pals 
aged 28-37, who must like children. 
Photo appreciated. P164 I,_ 

Jae, 27, 5’3”, with blonde hair and 
blue eyes. Enjoys going to pubdclubs, 
football, socialising and having fun. 
Seeking male pen pals aged 25-35. 
P165 a m 1  

Gca#ina, S’S”, blue-eyed brunette, 
 private!^, educated. Enjoys trmel, 
cntenauunp, tennis, golf, squash, 
keeping fit, flying helicopters, eating 
out, Cordon Bleu mldng, etc. Seeking 
male AAC pilots aged 30+. P166 o m n  

384 pass include: Basic Battle Skills, 
Field&, Orders. SOPS: Scouts, 
Emergency Alarms, Routines in the 
Field, TankTqet Indication, W o r h g  
with Heli-tern. Mao Readinn & 
Orienteering; First -Aid, %X, 
Advenm Trg, Skill at Arms. Full info 
on SA8ORSW, Tests and APWTs, 

“Head-dress Badges 
nf the Rritirh Armv” 

Volume One (lsW-1920) - 665 I 
’ -  I p o s t h e  

Volume rrS0 (1920-1995) - €42.50 
Po8rb-e 

H L & P King, 3 Saron C z t ,  
F d m ,  Surrey GU9 7QB. 
TeleDhone: 01252 716303 

‘I J ; Y Y L . \ I L ~  \ c 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

453824. 01m 

Eam Hundred. of pound8 stvffins 
envelopes. Rush Ll.00 to: Dcnnis 
Enterprises, 65 Mnnor Road, Fratton, 
&rtSmouth, Hants, PO1 5LB. Y I ~  

PI””,”,, “A- A U Y U L  *p’rr,o.*uL.w 

VC of the Second World War. 
A bremendous life story. 

f7.95 free post and pacldng. 
Cheques to: KENWOOD 

16 Crangle Fields, Stockmoor 
Huddersfield HD4 6yE 

Details: 0161 624 7004 I 
vehicles. Any condition. Cash buyer. 
Tel: 0181-5344016~r0181-555 0823. 
Fa: 0181-5340033(10amto 10.30pm 
seven days). TC 

THE BRITISH ARMY - A Rocket 
Guih by Charles Heyman. Sixth 
Edition with 180 pages of 
comprehensive information on the 
Re* and Territorial Army 
organisation, defence budges, career 
profiles, Teeth and Support Anns with 
present and futurr equipment L4.95. 
And SOLDIER TALK - A 
Squuaddle’. Hnndbook by Siman 
Cullm MBE, 240 pages. A dictionary 
that cwem slang, equipment, speech, 
regimental niclmames, officers and 
men, (women tool). L6.95 postage 
included, both book €10.00. Cheques 
to: SCOTZART, 312 Academy Street, 
Edinburgh EH6 7EE Eo, 

RED BERETS 44 - the official history 
of the Pmchute Re&ent & Airborne 
Form, d-z Wbdd War 2. Personal 
accounts of action on DDay and at 
Amhnn. L3.50 1Ll.50 PIP. Cheques 
payable to: AFC. Contan T h c  Chsntics 
Officcon01252 316104. ,,,. 
Military b&tory book. Please send 
SAB for m t  eatploguc. Free spe- 
cialist booksearch. McKenzie, Low 
Field, Ncwby, Penrith, Cumbria CA10 
3HB. Tel: 01931 715253. 

00 44 01483 811765 

1 CARS WANTED 

WANTED 
LEFT HAND DRIVE 

VEHICLES 
Any conclitition. 

Cash Buyer. 
Tel: 0181 534 4 1 6  
Fa: 0181 534 0033 1 (l0-m 10.3Wm8nnnbp) 

Ldt-hnnd drlve vehicles urgmuy 
wanted. Any condition. Cash buyer. 
Tel: 0181-5344016ar0181-555 0823. 
Fnu: 0181-534 0033 (loam 10 
10.30pm) s e w  days. T!c 
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’ f 1’. ,-Glass if ied 

Function Bands, 
Disco & Karaoke 

Comedians, Cabaret 
Dance Shows 
For all ranks, 

Sgt/Officers’ Mess 
Wedding & Private functions 
Tel: 0181-789 722716645 

Fax: 0181-785 3533 
Connextions The Name 

You Can Trust! 

RAMC Sgt Mess Kit, parent leather 
George Boots, hardly wom - 11 25, ono 
the lot. Velvet ball gown, black and 
green LEO ono. Tel: 01252 668015. w w  

Military Postcards. Mostly pre-1914. 
Uniforms, mascots, colours, bands, 
parades etc. SAE to: White’s Postcards, 
19 Rushmoor Lane, Backwell, Bristol 
BS19 3BN. OY9B 

5 t h  Royal Regiment of Fusiliers 
original bamed painting of regimental 
colours and Sr Geoge emblem &55. 
Three other military paintings 
available. Proceeds to Regimental 
funds. Buyercollects. Denise: 0121 477 
4288 (Birmingham). 0,111 

Soldier 1950-1996, complete, less 
WO copies. Offers considered. Mr 
Penycate, 96 Rachester Ave, Feltham, 
Middlesex. TelOI81 890 4546 o m  

Complete bagpipe band insun- 
ments and band W o r m  needs. 
Handembroidered badges, banners, 
metal badges, buckles Write to: Geofhey 
Enterprises, Rarhvay Road, Sialkot, 
Wstan .  Fax No: +92 432 588910. 
Catalogue bee. 09-8 

British Military cap badges and 
insignia. Send SAE for lists to: 
INKERMAN Badges, PO Box 1022, 
Coulsdon, Surrey CR5 3JQ. ivo7 

Military Fine Arts. Britain’s leading 
British military arc dealer. Access to all 
British publishers. Hundreds of original 
items also available. Catalogue &3.00 + 
A415Op ~ a e .  Cheques to: G Jemings- 
Bramley, 5 Feversham Road, Salisbury, 
Wilts SPI 3PP. Tel: 01722 328523. Y ~ X  

Atmy Cap Badges. Send SAE plus 
8Op for lists to: Clans and Regiments, 
14 Elm Grove, Aldbrough, East 
Yorkshire Hull 4RQ. Guarantee and 
generous discounts. TX 

Csp badges, regimental des, blazer 
badges, medals, insignia. Send &1.50 
for list to: Cairncross (Dept S), 31 Belle 
Vue Street, Filey, North Yorks. o m  

81- Mortar, MILAN, GPMG SB 
Javelin, HVM, statuettes. H M y  
authentic models. Antique finish or 
painted. SAE for illustrated price list. 1 
Gaunt Street, Lincoln, LN5 7PU. Tel 
01522538639 OY** 

Hand Embroidered Quality W ~ R  
Blazer Badges. Send design for 
sample and quote. Gemini Insignia 
Company, 41477 Khawajgan, Gujrat, 
paki;lStan. OVW 

Save Money On Your Computer, 
Dennis computers are the only second- 
user computers you can a w d .  Tel: 

A TITLE! WHY NOR Umsham@ 
affordable Amique #pmemtatim 
idea. Free decdils: S d ,  Dum Cottage, 
S d d e r ,  caimnss Scodand Kw12 
m “2- 

Foreign Legion recruiting brochures 
and posters. Latest issues &lO.OO each. 
‘Bodyguards Aide Memoire’ - a must 
read! &15.00. All three &30. 
ChequePO to: P Deane, PO Box 355, 
Bytleet, KT14 6WA. OrderNow! OYPB 

NATO medal full sire & I 8 3 5  (UK) 
&16.25 (BFPO). All other medals 
available in Fisiie and miniature. SAE 
for catalogue - Miniature Medals, 30 
Covenmy Road, Burbage, Leics, LE10 
2HP. 02,w 

10% discount for d t m y  - camping, 
waking equipment and waterproof 
clothing. For bee ‘Adventure Direct’ 
mail order brochure telifax: 0800 
136345. 
Peter Hi& Assodstes, comprehensive 
-of miIim6gutins available in Rsln 
bronze and silver. cnnrmssions alww 
mnstdered. Rlngfor mfamatianibmchure. 

01705 614774. ”“y 

TeyEax: 01380 828382. zw7 

POLICE BADGES 

Quality makers of British Army, Air 
Forces and Navy badges, regimental 
banners, uniform accessories, Scottish 
clan crests and military badges. 
Bagpipes, practice chanters and band 
uniform accessories. Please ask for bee 
catalogue: Topflyz Industries, 211414 
Majidpura, Sialkot, Pakistan. Fax 0092 
432 588547. *m, 

British and overseas military badges, 
collars, titles, formation signs. Regular 
comprehensive stock lists &2.00. Castle 
Armoury (S), 18 Castle Street, Dover 
CTl6  IPW. m 9 7  

SAS “Operation Nimrod”, Pagcda 
Troop storming Iranian Embassy. 
“Objective Steel” assault on Iraqi 
positions. ’‘ Battle for Tumbledown”. 
Guards clear Argentine pastions. All 
Limited Edition prints &42.00. Details: 
S Lebihan, 50 Singleton Close, 
Colliers Wood, London SW17 9JZ. o m  

For quality hand-embroidered arirr 
and silk thrend badges, emblems, 
crests and pennants send design 01 
pattern for return of sample and 
quotation to: “Kalsara International”, 
PO Box 1034, Sialkot, Pakistan 51310. 

O r @ d  British Military & Police 
Badges boughr and sold with money- 
back guarantee. Send stamped self- 
addressed envelope or WO inter- 
national postal response coupons 
(available born your post office). For 
Free Sample Catalogue including; 
cap, collar, trade and proficiency 
badges, shoulder-titles, buttons, 
formation signs, badge backings and 
feather hackles. SpeaLdist in Northern 
Ireland-issue and other cloth head- 
dress badges, parachute wings and 
drop-zone flashes, rare “Staybrites“ 
and Bosnia badges. ~ Ian Kelly 
(Militaria), PO Boa 18, South PSO, 
Manchester, M14 6BB. EO, 

n m  

t**t~*+*+*+~f+*+*t~,~f+******H* 

Regimental Shields, Flaques and 
Shieldeloeks. In good company with 
most regiments and corps of the British 
Army we made your shields for the 
Falklands, the Gulf and now Bosnia 
and Croatia and mosr other 
UN locations. ht us design your 
regimental and operational shields. 
Write for B full colour brochure to: 
Military Marketing International, 
74-77 Steward , Street, Ladywood, 
Birmingham BA18 7AE TeVfax: 0121- 
4545393. Minimum order 25 Shields. 
L9.95, no VAT ourside the UK. 
Shielddocks L17.50. T!C 
**********mt***nr**** 

Military, sports, coronation, police, 
school, masonic and miscellaneous 
medals and badges. Send 2 x 26p 
Stamps for list: 18 Hollybank Road, 
Birkenhead, Merseyside L4l ZSY ossr 

Largest manufacturers and 
exporters of hand-embroidered bullion 
badpes for Armv. Naw. Air Farce. 

CREDIT CARD FORM 
Please use this form to nay for Soldier Maaazine eoods only 

Myorderisattachedfor .............................................................................. 
Cardholder’s Name: .................................................................................... 
Cardholder3 Address: ................................................................................ 

Number 

P 
Expiry Date Cardholders Signature Amount 

:-- 
SOLDIER 

“Tiny”, (Bmdon 0’Rourb.e) 
where - you now? Gihralnr 88 8’ 
vou fixed my boat le1 01785 ?I3203 

” 1 1  

rates and publishing dates 
please call Soldieron 

01252347352 



OFF 40% e D I R E C T  

Florida - Disney/Golt Coast 
Exclusive collection of luxury 

villas and apartments. 
Competitive rentals. Propeay 

sales. Car hire, travel insurance. 
Flights arranged. 

Tel: 07OOO Mlorida 
Tek0181303 1003 
Fax: 0181 303 1188 
Kevs to Florida 

French Alps 
Les Praz 

~ i - M O n t - B l a n c  

NOVEMBER 15,1997 
~~nnray tie for w n t  prim (18 goals, 

€777.70 ea&): SSg MD Wrslw, 
SEME. BorW Cpl W Brarnwll, 4 
~ r m e d   de HQ a signal a n ,  
OSnabrudz. Sgl A Cowan, PCD PLC, 
Mill Hill: Capt JJ de Quincey-Adams, 
CATC BG. WarmiMter: SSgl M Hardy, 
115PmCoyRMP,Osnab~ck;SglDP 
Haynes, 9 Cadet Trg Team, York: Sgl 
PW Taw, BATSU. Belize WO2 AE 
TlpPma. D Mll Sw, Fmarn: Cpl RS 
Web. 180 Pm Coy RMP, Aldershot 

NOVEMBER 22,1997 
SlX-WaY 1* for flnt plzn ( l e  #.XIS, 

ft166.67 w h ) :  Maj NJ Fenton, HQ 
3 Cdo We. Plymouth: SSgl RK 
Naivalura. ATDU. Bwington; pte CM 
Smim, lGH, Osnabruck; WO1 K 
Topping, 1 R Irish, Cattsnck; Sgt AS 
Whdr .  16 Regt RA, Wwlwch: T D ~  
DAC WrigM. KRH. Munster. 
NM.: Onhl SIX prlp. this wwk 
Rub nlne applkn. 

HOVEYBER 29,1907 
r*snly-Vny tle Iw flnt prize (10 

a~Is,BSOoach): SgtRJAmerlon,7 
Signal Regt ~ r e f e l d  LC@ DS &me, 
1 LI. Episkopl: Cpl P Bell. HQ TSU 
(0). Sennelager: Spr K Clatworlhy- 
Lewis. 35 Engr Regt Hameln; 
C@ A Davis-Brater. 1 RSME Regt, 

Chatham; Me] EJ Dawwn, MAS (A), 
Guildford; Cpl 51 Donegan, 21 Engr 
Res, Osnabruck: SSg MJ Fcdor, 2 
LI. Padehrn; Capt AC Glasgow, 1 
RSME Res. Chathm; LCpl D 
Hewlm, 2 Armd Fd, Amb. Osnabruck: 
Capl R Holland, 26 Regl RA, 
Gutersloh; Maj CJM Judge. Duchess 
of Kent Hosp, Cattsrick; Sg R Lees. 
23 Pnr Reg RLC, Bicaster: WO2 R 
Mallon, Dew R Irish. Ballymena; 
WO2 J Reynolds. RE TDT, Chatham; 
Cpl M Shrah. 32 Regt RA. mill: 
CSgl J Slater, ATR Pirbright WO2 
GW Vosper, ScoNsh Tpt Regt (V). 
Dunfermline; Capt RMI Wiliams, 1 
WG. London; Cpl A Wlng, QRH, 
Canerick. 

DECEMBER OS, 1997 
Flnt p r h  (21 gMlS, Es,WO): LCpl HR 

Wllllams. QDG. Sennelager: 
Four-way tb for w o n d  prim (20 

W l s ,  f1,WO): Sat JM Chambers, 1 
ReglAAC.Gutersloh, CplRW Dawes, 
22 Fd Hosp, Aldershot: Cap1 KP 
Douglas, 24 Cadet Trg Team, 
Edinburgh: Sgt WI Willetts, 25 h & S y  
Coy N), YOh: 

rnirtr-wey IIM for a m  ptim (10 
W l s ,  f78.92 each): SSg N Blight. 
110 PmCoy RMP, Sennelager; SglSl 
Bradley, 22 Fd Hosp. Aldershot; Capl 

W l l i k n W e l b h W d l b e C + W ~  

wm!tee&ebldc.nsd=Y* 

ThFllbkhm*mtewfuayb 
=-- b Y a o l ~ ~ p S r d s l  

zdv&amtissdxdddmappc 
lkFwiks&nmnk~breImls 

d m e s h a d a e r m i & r m & R o f  
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HQ BF Falkland Islands. 

PRIZE MONEVTO INCREASE 

Ticket sales have continued h 
increase. They have now passed m, 
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weekwitheffecIfmmDeoemberB.Th~ 
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Lates t  Br i t ish  Lightweight 
Forces Issue Tactical 

*SUPPLE LEATHER, NO BRElKlNG IN ffl-TEC M a p m  

Danner Acadia Leather Matterhorn Orion Gore- 
& cordura severe Severe weather, all  en,, 

weather boot. Gore-lex leather combat boots ~ W O / O  
lined, selected by L.A. Gore-tex lined f160.00 use in 

Uninsulated €165.00 Gore-tex combat boot 8” High only fz0.00 

Swat Team. Also in brown 
Insulated €170.00 Fort Bragg. 10” high 

# -  

Soldier ‘95 
PLCE 

Commando 
Chest Rig 

GWlUlIX 
issue. 

Builtto last. 
NEW €49.99 
Radio pouch 
NEW f14.99 

ebbing Set 
Latest issue 

Soldier ‘95 Kit. 
Consists of: 
Yoke, Belt, 
2 x Amrno 

Ujii2\Rouch ouches. 

ater 
bottle cover. 
Green or 

DPM €120.00 

Stay Warm and 
comfortable 

Buffalo Special 6 shirts 
f84.99 - Ollve or Black 

All other Buffalo kit 
stocked 

Soldier ‘95 Ripstop DPM 
Tmusers Drawstring waist 
taped buttons. 5 pockets. 

Latest Issue f39.99 

Shemagh Genuine Norge 
Olivelblack - Sand1 Army Shirt Warm 
black - Biacklwhite and comfortable 
- Bluelwhite - Red/ 

white C6.99 Green, Black or 

Green G o r a m  
Soldier 95 

Gloves Latest 
issue leather 

gloves. Special 
o#er €35.00 

100% Cattm. 

N a y  From !Z?l.OO 

91 0008 EMAIL silmail@aol.com 
SILVERMAN’S LTD (S) 2 HARFORD STREET, MILE END, LONDON E l  4PS 
PHONE, FAX OR EM 
~~~~ ~~ 



World of wheels 

I 

ONE GLANCE tells you that the V70 
CD T5  is every inch a Volvo. Big in 
stature, perfectly honed, harmoniously 
balanced and suggestive of quality, there’s 
the same tactile and visual excellence and 
ambience you’ll find in any car of the 
marque, writes Syd Taylor. 

Striking styling gains a powerful effect 
from the wide body and the eye-catching 
exterior encloses interior space of grand 
dimensions. 

This latest generation of the acclaimed 
850 is obviously related to the original, 
but it provides a perfect illustration of the 
way that Volvo update and refine their cars 
without making radical changes or alter- 
ing the model’s position in the market. 
This evolution keeps the car at the top of 
its class while leaving its identity as strong 
as ever - an advanced and versatile estate 
with a build quality second to none and 
bodywork guaranteed against corrosion 
for eight years. 

The V70 is bred for the fast lane and 
with a visual slipperiness reflecting its 
aerodynamic efficiency - borne out by a 
drag coefficient of 0.32 - this slingshot 
T5-engined V70 looks the part. Body- 
coloured bumpers and protective side 
mouldings, alloy wheels and a rear spoiler 
heighten the impression of a car milled 
from a solid ingot of high-grade steel - 
bereft of squeaks and rattles, it certainly 
feels that way. 

SAFETY 
All this quality is, of course, accompa- 

nied by high safety levels with the body 
shell designed to crumple progressively on 
impact while passengers sit within a 

Volvo V70 CD T5 

Tach Spec I 
I ENGINE Transverse Xylinder, 20-valve, 

2319 cc. 240 bhp at 5.1 00 rpm. 
TRANSMflStON 5-soeed manual FWD. 
STERfNG Power; 3 2  turns lock to lock. 1 

I BRAKES Front, ventilated discs 302 mm; 
rear, solid discs 295 mm. 

I KERBWEIGHT 1506kg. 
UZE (cm) Length, 472 width, 176; height, 
145. 
UICWU;E COMPARTMENT 750 litres 
(26.5 cu ft); rear seats down, 1580 lares 
(56 w ft). 

I PERKYUUWCEMaxspeea 152mph. 
acceleration 0-62 mph. 7 1 sec. 

I MPG Urban 17.4; aut-of-town 34.4; com- 
bined 25.4. 
PRKE Basic, f25,925; CD T5 version 
tested, with c@ional Winter pack” and 
“estate pack”, f32,175. 

robust safety cage. Volvo’s Side 
Impact Protection System (SIPS) 
does its job too, with airbags to 
protect chest, hips and head. 

There’s a high-quality aura and 
functional efficiency to the spa- 
cious interior inviting you to come 
inside. The whole interior em- 
phatically proves that estate-car 
practicality can go hand-in-hand 
with luxury car comfort, giving 
the V70 an ability to adapt to the 
varied imperatives of family and 
business use, thanks to the intelli- 
gent with the Driver’s view inside the left-hand drlve version 
folded there’s a useful 56 cu ft of 
load space and a low sill plus a wide-open- 
ing tailgate to make loading easy. Estates, 
of course, live or die by their practicality 
and as a load-lugger the470 makes a great 
working estate with a well-shaped flat-load 
floor. 

Comprehensive specification includes 

SIPS airbags, driver’s airbag, ABS, anti- 
theft alarm, immobiliser and deadlocldng, 
power steering, electric windows front and 
rear, and electric sunroof, leather-faced 
upholstery, heated front seats, electric 
driver’s seat with memory, cruise control, 
traction control, front fog lights, informa- 
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tion centre and a top-quality sound system 
-with a graphic equaliser - for radio, CDs 
and tapes. 

Anyone taking the wheel of this Volvo 
will find their way round the cockpit 
instantly. Everything is within reach and 
controls are located by completely natural 
movements, Although modest in capacity, 
the state-of-the-art 2.3 litre twin-cam 
engine is big on performance. Its tur- 
bocharger rams oxygen-rich air into five 
cylinders to give an output of 240 bhp, 
enabling the T5  to reach a scorching top 
speed of over 150 mph. Torque is of Her- 
culean dimensions so you don’t have to 
extend the machinery fully to tap into the 
mighty force of 249 f t  Ib, but if you do use 
the easy-changing gearbox to extract max- 
imum performance then this 150 mph 
projectile whips up to speed very quickly. 

CORNERING 
Off the fast track and on to the twisty  B 

roads, you get a hint of the car’s cornering 
powers, which are well beyond what nor- 
mally circumspect drivers would consider 
possible, never mind prudent. 

You’re reassured, of course, by traction 
control and anti-lock brakes which offer 
prodigious stopping power. This Volvo 
imparts a great feeling of security - partic- 
ularly on slippery surfaces. As the road 
ahead snaked into the shower-laden sky of 
a November evening I was reassured too 
by a chassis which permits liberties you 
would just not take in lesser vehicles. 

Volvo’s V70 CD T5 is a car that will be 
remembered not just for its scintillating 
speed, but for its comfort and total practi- 
cality too, There can be few cars that 
better fulfil the conflicting needs of the 
performance enthusiast, the family man 
and the businessman - but to appreciate 
fully its paradoxical nature which delivers 
such a range of different dynamic experi- 
ences, you need manuity and intelligence. 



My thanks t o  Diana’s pallbearers 
I CAN but echo the praise of Capt 
Williams for the eight guardsmen, pall- 
bearers for Diana, Princess of Wales (Oct). 

I was so moved that on the evening of 
the funeral I rang Wellington Barracks 
and spoke to Sgt Morgan Edwards of the 
Welsh Guards and told him that I would 
be in London in late September and 
would like to take the eight soldiers to 
dinner. 

I am a retired military officer and 
retired civil servant and to keep busy I 

volunteer at a Community Police Centre 
run by the Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police - our local police force - and 
through the courtesy of the constable in 
charge of rhe 
centre I tookcight 
cans with RCMP 
crest, pins with RCMP crest and pins 
provided by a friend in Canada Customs 
for each guardsman. 

Unfortunately seven of the young men 
were on leave but I did meet Patrick 

If it doesn’t fit, we’ll 
make it t o  measure 

WE AT the Defence Clothing and intending to trial a new indoor train- 
Textiles Agency (DCTA) at Bicester ing shoe in the spring. 
were extremely interested in your We also hope to introduce female 
December Vox Pop feature on “kit versions of lightweight trousers and 
that should be issued”. OG shirts, which should go some way 

We are always keen to receive feed- to solving Pte Andrea Bramall’s com- 
back, whether it be through unit plaint that everything is too big. 
quartermasters, the pro forma in Kit This is in line with our policy of 
magazine, or via Soldier. making clothing in enough sizes to fit 

In this case we were especially glad 95 uer cent of soldiers. The remaininz 
to see that the items we are currently 
working on are the ones the soldier 
Wants! 

Readers may be interested to know 
that as well as the boot and sock 
improvements which you coinciden- 
tally reported on in the Kitstop fea- 
ture in the same issue, we are 

fivi per cent are entitled to have items 
made to measure. 

There are many other improve- 
ments and updates we are working on 
which we hope to bring to light in a 
future issue of Soldier. ~ Mai Colin 
Langford, SO2 Ops & Plans, DCTA, 
Bicester, Oxon. 

Drum majors’ badge rights 
AS Drum Major of the oldest corps of 
drums in the Army (1537) may I add to 
the debate conducted in your columns. 

CSgt Williams (Oct) misunderstands 
what being a drum major entails. All the 
All Arms Drum Major’s Course does is to 
teach a standardised way of doing drum 
major drill. It does not, nor does it claim 
to, teach you to be a drum major. 

This is learnt by coming up through the 
ranks of an infantry corps of drums, 
learning customs, traditions, history and 
duties and the special magic which belongs 
to corps of drums alone. Military drum- 

and-fife music is far older than military 
band music. Most drum majors on their 
crossbelts wear symbolic drumsticks. 
They do not wear symbolic trumpets! 

I am not attempting to put down those 
who act as drum major, but that’s the point 
- they act as drum majors. The badge 
should be the exclusive prerogative of 
those who stand in front of a corps of 
drums. Incidentally, we are looking for 
good recruits. If anyone is interested, 
please contact me. -DrumMaj KHingle, 
Corps of Drums, HAC, Armoury 
House, City Road, LondonEClY 2BQ. 

< 
SOLDIER welcomes your letters, whether you 
are an officer or other rank; serving or clwy; 
nine, 19 or 90. All we ask is that you keep them brief and to the point. We’d prefer 
them to be typd but if they are handwritten, please put names, addresses and in block capi- 
tals (not necessarily for publlcatlon). A prlre from the Soldiergift collection (see Page 28) will 
be awarded each month li we judge that a letter, serious or humorous, m e r 8  it. So get writing1 

0 Acceptance or rejection of letters Is the decision of the Editor, who reserves the right to 
amend for Imgth, clarity or style. Anonymous letters will not be wnsldered. 

Dewaine, a tine young man and a credit to 
his regiment, took him to dinner and left 
the caps and pins with him to give to the 
others. 

I usually visit London twice a year and 
hope to meet with Patrick and the others 
when I return in late March. 

My congratulations to all the military 
personnel who took part in the funeral. ~ 

Capt (Retd) C Fraser, Canadian 
Armed Forces (Air), North Vancou- 
ver, BC, Canada. 

1s TV regiment 
floating policy 
for the Army? 
IN AN episode of the latest TV series of 
Soldier, Soldier a recruiting sergeant inter- 
viewed a company sergeant major’s son 
who confessed to being gay. 

The recruiting sergeant correctly stated 
MOD policy on homosexuality - namely 
that it is “incompatible with military ser- 
vice”. But he said so in such a way as to 
suggest to the viewer that members of the 
British Armv. and senior NCOs in Dartic- 

series t0 ensure they reflect 
the Army accurately. I note 
that the programme displays no dis- 
claimer that views given are not those of 
the MOD. 

Surely the producers with their military 
adviser should take care to portray accu- 
rately life in the Army. Or, as well as being 
partly a recruiting vehicle, is the series 
being used to float intended changes in 
MOD policy to get us and the public used 
to the ideas before they are implemented? 

Will we see, in fume  Soldier, Soldier 
episodes, female infantry platoon 
sergeants and section commanders, who 
are then seen a few months later in front- 
line posts? I have served 22 years and have 
never met anyone who would think this is 
a good idea and I believe that homosexu- 
ality is incompatible with military service. 
- CSgt B E T Harris, HQ Northern 
Ireland. 

- 

0 We are assured that them is no intention 
to “float“po1icy changes. The programme is a 
fictional drama and can say what it likes, but a 
military adviser is available to ensure that cur- 
mnt Army life and policy are reFiected accu- 
rately. Should there be another series of 
Soldier, Soldier and should Army policy have 
changed in the interim, the programme 
makers will be advised accordingly 
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WRITE TO: MAILBAG, SOLDIER, ORDNANCE ROAD, ALDERSHOT, HANTS GUl l  2DU 

“OK lads, let your halr down, mingle, be unobtrusive. . . but GET RESULTS” 

Please help, says 
Gulf illness unit 
WE ARE writing from the Gulf May we ask those who have 
War Illnesses Research Unit received a questionnaire, but 
based at King’s College School have not yet returned it, please 
of Medicine and Dentistry, to find the time to do so. 
where we are currently con- This research is indepen- 
ducting one of the largest stud- dent o f  the MOD. The infor- 
ies of military health ever to be m a t i o n  will remain  confidential, now 
undertaken in the United Kingdom. and for ever. 

Three groups of military personnel There is no compulsion to take part, but 
(both currently serving and discharged) we would like to emphasise how impor- 
have been selected at random and have tant this information is to understanding 
been asked to complete and return a the effects of military service on health. 
questionnaire about their general health Those who have misplaced the form are 
and military experiences. So far several welcome to telephone Catherine Unwin 
thousand have done so and we would like on 0171 731 5267, who will be happy to 
to thank them here. forward a new copy. - Prof Simon Wes- 

However, there are still many people sely (CO-director), Prof  Tony David 
who have not yet returned the question- (CO-director), Catherine Unwin 
naire. It is essential for these kinds of (Study Co-ordinator), Gulf War Ill- 
studies that everyone takes part, regard- nesses Research Unit, King’s College 
less of whether or not they served in the London, Bessemer Road, London 
Gulf or whether or not they are ill. SE5 9PJ. 

Home Guard was carried away by bayonet drill 
A COUPLE ofmates have written to me to 
say they enjoyed my joke about the Home 
Guard on exercise (Letters, Oct) but could 
not understand why I put the bayonet bit in 
(“swish”) as we were never short of them. 
True, we had those lovely long jobs, but our 
battalion was barred from fixing them on 
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our d e s  during field drills due to the 
numerous accidents on previous occasions 
when both “attackers” and “defenders” got 
carried away. We lacked many things - but 
not enthusiasm, - C L Golder, Bolton, 
Lancs; ex-Re, H o m e  Guard, 9th Der-  
byshire (Ilkeston) Bn. 

Thank you all . . . 
I WISH to express my sincere thanks on 
behalf of my family both In the UK and in 
Melbourne, Australia, for the overwhelm- 
ing number of readers of your Searchline 
column (Sept 15) who made contact wlth 
me before their departure to Egypt on the 
El Alamein pllgrlmage. 

We were able to have a poppy wreath 
lald at the foot of the Australian Tablet, 
whlch records the names of those who 
have no known or honoured grave. Pho- 
tographs that have been taken will long be 
treasured by the family. We are all deeply 
grateful. - Derek C Schoifield (Secretary. 
Exeter Branch, Royal Regiment of Artillery 
Association), Heavitree, Exeter, Devon. 

. . . so very much 
I WOULD liketothankeveryone whocon- 
tacted me after you publicised my search 
for the graves of Balaclava survivors (Sept 
15). I had calls and latter8 from all parts of 
this country, as well as from Ireland and 
Canada, from a military policeman serving 
In Bosnia, and even from someone who 
had just served 33 years in the Royal Navy. 

I have also been in touch with one ex- 
Blues and Royals man on Merseyside, and 
we have become good friends.- Les Swales 
(Secretary, The Victoria Cross and Balaclava 
Survivors Society). Harrogate, N YorRs. 

Coltman‘s record 
READING your item about Pte Henry 
Tandey VC, DCM, MM, the most decorated 
private soldler of the First World War (Dec) 
prompted me to write to you about LCpl Bill 
Coltman, a stretcher-bearer of the 1sV61h 
North Staffords, who was awarded the VC, 
DCM and Bar, MM and Bar, and a Mention in 
Dispatches in the same confllct. I’m not 
claiming he was the most decorated JNCO 
but I know of no other who has a higher 
award. He was commissloned during the 
Second World War.- Sgt C D G Cooper, 
Provost Section, 1 Staffords, Ternhill, Salop. 

History repeated 
YOUR Images article on the Gurkhas at 
Church Crookham (Nov) said that for the 
first t h e  soldiers are able to bring their 
wives and children wlth them to the UK. 

In 1963-64, when I was serving in the 
Royal Engineers In Moolton Barracks, Tid- 
worth, Gurkha officers were accompanied 
bv thelr wives in the married ouarters next 
GJeialabad Barracks. - N L jacques (ex- 
Sgt RE), Tarnworth. Staffs. 

Great camp 
I WOULD like to thank everyone who made 
our cadet unit‘s last summer camp in 
Devon so successful, Including the 3’ 
cadre Instructors and Cpl Gwilt. 

Maj Greenwood, of our unit, has a bet 
on with me that Soldierwould not print a 
second letter from the same person (my 
flrst was In the May 27,1997 Issue). So 
please let me prove him wrong for Once1 - 
Sule Piacenti, Peacehaven. E Sussex 
0 Sory, Maj Greenwood! 



and love-the media 
RELATIONS between the mill- 
taw and the media have cornea 
long way since Kitchener‘s 

Sudan in 1697 

swabsr 
Indood, in 

-@me 
absablnrrend - well* edwarardma 

M d a  (slmon Publ$Mng. hard 
back, fl9.99) Fd MarsM Sir 
John stanler, former CGS, and 

have gone to great pains to 
understandMmmotleyuerrsmi 
Metmine Its considerable Influ- 
~ o n m a c c d ~ o f w a ~ .  

Fwexample. would mb Gulf 
War hsve ended when It dkl had 
~ w o l m n o t ~ t d d o f m e  
turkey-shoot on the Basfa mad? 

Miles H m ,  =-Atmy, 

Dan, Dan, the 
aiplomtlI2 man 
IMAGINE the scene. Yw are a 
Brltlsh Army ofRcer who agrees 
to trenslaMa Chinese milhry 

attach6‘S 
speeoh &a 
m p a c t y .  

only Pmb- 
lemlsltrstyW 
donotunder- 
stand Chinese, 
so you ad-lib. 
Thestoryisone 
of many enter- 
taining BMIE 

dotes strung togethar 
s e a m w y  by former RE officer 
Dan Rasohen in his memir 
DlplomHcDa:AWtlltlry 

Verse that inspired 
an author’s quest 
ONE swnmerevenkyl slxysars 
ago D i m e  Grews, Wthg Uw 
site of Lt Col John McCme’s 

dreaslng station 
nearrpres, 
heard hls 
famous1915 
poem In Flan. 
ders F M  
h n e  - 
andmrsnlowd 
tolxxxrEumpe 
wdcanedato 
delad hlsllfe 
errsmitbnes. 

hOroMldUh:TheWOr# 
otJolnllccnr(SpeUm0Unt 
PuMMlw6, hsrdbedc. fl9.95) 
drawson legerS. d$ries, pho- 
t o o r a p h s a n d s ~ t o p a h t a  
VMd pictureofme msn whosuc- 
oumbedtopnewnonialn 1918. 

EIGHT terrorkm killed with 
18 rounds of mlmunition was 
the tally credited to a Royal 
Marine sniper just More the 
withdrawal from Aden in the 
19608. 

lnstrrIIcawdKEH-Thesm~ 
Expmmz, Adrian Gilbert has 
put together the personal 
accounts of British and Amer- 
ican soldiers who excelled at 
pinpointing the face of the 
target - or victim - before 
gently squeezing the aiggtr. 

Judging by thew accounts it 
takes a Bpecial sort of person 
to become a sniper. The Royal 
Marine referred to was a one 
time poacher and crackshot, 
with experience against 
EOKA guenillas in Cyprus. 

“The sniper is the loneliest 
bloke in the world,’’ he mid. 
’That’s how I liked it. Orhers 
could smell it on you and they 
ail wanted to gct away. You 
didn’t have any fdends:’ 

This book is made up of 
persoapl S c c O U n f s  like this 
fkom the 18th cennvy 
through to Eormer y u g o ~ .  

Another book on a similar 
subject, With British Snipen m 
the Reich - more B practical 
guide to the sniper’s art - has 
been rdsswd, half a c e n ~ r y  
after it was written. 

Ita author, Capt Clifford 
Shore, was a member of the 
first RAF Regiment squadton 

Loneliest job 
rn 

in the world 
Stalk and KHI by A d h  Gllbert, 
si-8 ~ackson, f17.99. 

With B r m  Snlp.n to th. 
R.ich by ClHfOrd shore. b t e d  writer ~eorge w e l l .  
GntenhillBo&s+hardback,f25. 

to go ashore on D-Day and while serving as a sniper with 
fought through Normandy theRepublicnnfacesduriDg 
andEurupebeforebeingcom- the Spanish Civil War in the 
missionedintothe Annyafter 1 9 3 O s . H e ~ f o r a n i n s ~ ,  
the war. But what‘s it like to be to keep his head down. - JM 

on the end of a Sniper‘s 
Gilbert says quite a number of 
targets have survived to tell 
their tale, including the cde- 

He was shot in the 

r 

The SAS Encyclopmdh by 
Steve Crawiord. Subtitled The 
Definitive Companion to the 
Woifd‘s Crack ‘Regiment. Who 
can argue? Simon 8 Schuster, 
largs-format paperback, f12.99. 

How a Marayelde Nonentlty 
Helped to W e a t  HRler and 
Follow In Dlck‘s Footstep. by 
W F Harden. The title is almost 
as long as the book - 35 pages 
of Wtyming wuplets giving a wry 
view of the war by a soldier in the 
6th Cheshires. Atihur H Stock- 
well Ltd, Ilfrawmbe, Devon. 
paperback, f2.75. 

Rommel b 

Foot soldier 
at the gallop 
MORE a literary gallop than a 
stroll through the pages of his- 
tory, War W& 2 covers six 
major battles in British history 
from 1066 And All That to the 
B l h  in 1940-4 1. 

And author Richard Hohes, 
the TA’s senior serving officer 
who recently presented a TV 
series linked to this book, does 
it all in about 200 pages. 

His choice of battles proved 
rncul t ,  but he gives sound 
reasons for selecting Hastings, 
Bosworth, Naseby, The 
Boyne, Dunkirk and the Bliu. 

While each of his accounts 
makes vivid reading, with his- 
toric tuming-points explained, 
Dunkirk is a likely focal point 
for many Sddier readers. 

Since the event is well 
within living memory and 
because so many involved are 
still around, his account of the 
Dunkirk withdrawal will, for 
them, evoke desperate times. 

For the rest of us his direct 
style leaves us in little doubt 
about the whole sorry saga. 

Misunderstandings over 
policies of the Allied gwern- 
ments involved acute 
shortage of equipment, con- 
flicting orders and, with each 
Service seemingly doing its 
own tbing, the impression is 
dearly gained that the right 
hand and the I& were some- 
what uncoordinated. 

It’s not surprising that Gen 

War W a l k  2 by Richard Holmes 
BBCWorldmde,ha&m%f1699 

Lord Gon, the C-m-C, found 
it a c u l t ,  gven the strength 
of the enemy and the igno- 
rance of the Auled c h m  of 
command of the m e  situanon 
the BEF faced, to make den- 

War w a l k  Brlg Holma 

sions at least to slow down the 
repeat to Dunkirk. 

The official history of the 
campaign, says Holmes, 
declares that Gort, who won 
the VC in 1918, “was not 
intellectual man, nor had he 
the mind of an administrator; 
by temperament and uaining 
he was a fighting soldier. . .” 

Commissioned into the 
Grenadier Guards in 1905, he 
was a guardsman through and 
t h r o h .  with a resnect for - .  
precision. 

Brig Holmes, Professor of 

Military and Security Studies 
at Cran6eld and Shrivenham, 
and who recently became the 
MOD’S Director Reserve 
Forces and Cadets, tells ofthis 
trait by describing how an 
early conference Gort called 
as C-in-C of the BEF was to 
discuss “from which shoulder 
the steel helmet should be 
slung when not worn. . .)’ 

But all of that was irrelevant 
on the beaches of Dunkirk 
during the scramble for rescue 
by the “little ships”. 

One observer wrote of men 
queuing in the sea up to their 
necks: “Our only thoughts 
were to get on a boat. Not a 
word was spoken. The men 

darlmess. . . heads and shoul- 
ders only showing above the 
water. Fixed, immovable, as 
though chained there.” 

It was the end of the BEF 
and Churchill ordered Gort 
home on May 31. Two days 
later the last British soldier 
was evacuated. 

Each of the chapters in this 
book has rhree parts: the polit- 
ical and military event con- 
cerning the battles; the 
description of the campaigns 
and battles and the hest way to 
tour the battle areas. 
This book provides a practi- 

cal and exciting way of swot- 
ting up on British military 
history. - JM. 

just stood there staring into 

GeOrge Fotty New study by the Keagan. Paperback reissue of missionedmaps.fl4.99each. Frimurt-Hameh; Somme by 
former curator of Bovington’s me 1989 mmeqwxe ’ bythe Midlad Stedman. both at f9.95. 
Tank Museum. Arms 8 Armour, former Sam%urst senior lechrrer R M a  and Camb.1 Shotgum 
hardback, f20. describdbyTomClancyas4he by John Naris. This well-illus- me World in Conlllct: War 

bestrnilltaryhistorianofwrgan- treted reference work by ex- Annual 8 by John Laffin. An 
They Shall Not Gmw Old: Irlsh eretbn”. Pimliw, f14. Grenadier Guards journalist is update on worldwide flashpoints. 
Soldkrr and the QrMl War by strong on assault and sniper BrasSeys. Hardback, f25. 
Myles Dungan. More than a The Mrmlllul Dlctlonsrla ot rMes worldwide. Brassey’s, 

UU flm Md S r D n d  World hardback.fl5.95. Fenw by Pat Ware. AH you negd quarler of a million Irishmen, 
WVS by Stephen Pape and E l i -  to know about me BMsh ~rmy’s many of mem natlonalists, 

fought in the 1914-18 war. This abeth-Anne Wheal; wmltam Three First Wwld War paper- M W  Series. Large-format 
book mwrds their thoughts and edltor, Prof Keah Robbins. Two back guides published by Leo paperback availabk direct hwn 
emotions. Four Courts Press. substantial paperback volumes Cooper: the exceHBnt M ~ O I  and Warehouse Publications, 5 
Dublin, hardback, ft7.95. totalling more than 1,100 pages MR Holt’s Wldk ld  Quld. to Rathbone Square, Tanfield 

covering an aspects, with Ypres in tuil colwr wilh pullout Road.Croydon.SurreyCR0 1BT 
chronologies and specially-corn- ‘he Second World War by John map (f14.95); and two in the a t f l 6  (flsoverseas) inc pap. 

Sharpely-obeerved 
Hussars’hbtory 
JOHN Mollo, whose film credits 
as wstume designer and military 
adviser include The Charae of - 
the Light 
Brigade, Star 
and Wars, Shape’s Gandhi, 

RMes, has 
delved into the 

I I early history of 
the first British 
regiments Hussars to of write 

The Prlnca’a 
Dolls (Leo 
Cooper, hard- 
back, f21.95). This mailed and 
entertaining acwunt of these by- 
products of the Prince Regenfs 
penchant for milmry finery and 
dandyism follows their stow 
throur‘ .- “>e Peninsular War. 

eaa 1 

Signals conscript Aubrey E 
Cooper found a novel way to 
come to terms 
with the trau- 
matic legacy of 
three-and-a-hail years as a 

Japanese POW. 
He described 
his horrific 
experiences in 
the form of 
imaginary let- 
ters to Megan, the girl he was 
later to many (they celebrated 
their golden wedding last year). 
Her drawings illustrate the result- 
ing 123-page paperback, Prlr- 
oner on the Ralls: Letten from 
the Edge ot Despelr (Lane Pub- 
lishers). It is available from the 
author at Cwm Bychan, 1 
Rhodfa Sian, Dyserth, Den- 
beighshire LLl8 BBJ, priced 
f9.w pius f i  .zo pap. 

Modesty forblds 
no longer.. . 
WRITER, broadcaster and natu- 
ralist Norman E l l i i n  (Nomad of 
the BBCl was too madest to ~~~ ~~~~~~~ 

publish his delib- 
erately under- 
stated First 
World War diary. 
On his death in 
1976 il was 
beclueathed, 
with letters and 
memoirs, Liverpwl to the 

Libraries Record Office. The 
documents now form the basis of 
a book edited by David Lewis 
which forms a valuable wntribu- 
tion to the wealth of first-person 
acwunts of this senseless wn- 
flict. R e m e m h c e s  of Hell is 
published by Airlife in hardback 
atf19.95. 
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Coldstream Guard6 drummers: past and 
present reunion planned in near future. Date to 
be finalised. For details send sae to Peter 
Horsfall, 222 Leigh Hunt Drive, London NI4 
6DS. 

Paisley (td0141 669 9120) or Lt Col (Retd) J lstl4tthnth Royal Tank Reglments: annual 
M Laudeion 0141 884 8463forfurther details. reunion at St John’s Swallow Hotel, Solihull, 
Artlllery Clerks: 64th Artilley Clerks’ reunion West Midlands, May 22-24, Details from G J 
dinner in the WOs’ and Sgts’ Mess, Woolwich Bourne, Lyneham Cottage, Lyneham House, 
on March 7. Contact WO1 J M Charnon, Yealmpton, Plymouth PL8 ZLG, or R T  Rath- 
LSURA, tel (733) 2541 or 01722 436541. meii, 19Yeolland Lane, Ivybridge, Devon P E 1  

reunion planned for early 1998. Send stamped Queen’s Regimental Association: annual 
addressed envelope for details to Denis reunion and supper at the Victory Services 50 Mlsslle Club, Royal Artlllery: reunion in 
Stephenson, 16 Whltby Avenue, Eston, Mid- Club, London, March 7. Tickets available from the Winter Gardens, Blackpool, May 30. 
dlesbrough TS6 9NH or tel 01642 469264). the Secretary, RHO PWRR, Howe Barracks, Details from A J Todd. 9 The Grove, Heathhail, 

Canterbury, Kent CTI 1 JY. Dumfries DGI ITN (tel 01367 282376). 
The Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders 
(Prlncess Louise’s) Regimental Associa- Coldstream Guards: 3rd Battalion, No 4 Royal Slgnals, Malta and Llbya 1959-65: 
tlon: Scottish branch annual dinner and dance Company (1950-55) sixth reunion dinner in Reunion planned Sept. Including National Ser- 
at the Stakis Glasgow Airport Hotel, Feb 27. Birmingham, April 25. Contact Hany West- vice and WRAC. Further details from Roy 
Former members and friends invited. Contact garth. 49 Rokeby Park, Hull HU4 7QE (tel Andrews, Moorings, 7 The Heath, South 
secretary J Gaughan. 49 Cartha Crescent, 01482 503649). Tankerion, Whitstable. Kent CT5 3HJ. 

17th Fleld Coy and I n h  Field Sqn R E  6YL. 

Coldstream Guards: Sgt PeacocKs squaa, 
1950, where are you now? Nine members 
traced, but looking for D Mitchell, A Ryan, W 
Wright, R Gray, J Robson, A Gillette, R 
Wostear, G Brabander, F Douglas, G Peear, B 
Tinsiey. Contact Harry Westgarth, 49 Rokeby 
Park, Hull HU4 7QE (telOl462 503649). 

Did you serve with the Cyprus Regiment or 
the Cyprus Volunteer Force? Author Alan 
Grace would like to hear from YOU. Contact him 
at 7 Wellington Avenue, F lek  Hants, GU13 
9BJ (tel 01252 615673). 

Movement Control Historlc6l Sociely, 
recently formed by ex-RE and RCT personnel, 
would like to hear from those who served in 
movement control during or since the Second 
World War. Contact Ray Tayior, 2 Plumpton 
Close, Chippenham. Wilts SN14 OYS. 

Bill Fleckney. 14 Buckiand Path, Buckland, 
Portsmouth, Hank PO2 7DB, would like to 
hear from any Garrison RPs (RAC) at Boving- 
ton Camp or Chichester (Royal Sussex Regt) 
between 1945-48, also anyone from Forl Dar- 
land and the Pioneer dump at Corsham, Wilts. 

Copies sought of service documents of Cpl 
Rlchard Hardlng, 2nd Battalion, King’s Own 
Yorkshire Light Infantry, died Nov 16, 1916 on 
the Somme. Contact Steven Reed, 27 Leech- 
pool Lane, Roffay, Horsham, W Sussex RH13 
6AG (telOl403 255833). 

News sought of Jim Brown, e x 4  Sigs GHQ 
Cairo, who took part in a cycle race around 
Gezira Island, near Cairo, on April 30, 1944. 
Replies to Christopher Saunders, 14 Narrow 
Way, Wenhaston, Haiesworth. Suffolk IP19 9EJ. 

S S A F A ~ ~ 0 1 7 1 4 0 3 8 7 8 3  
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TV researcher looking for Brits who have set- 
tled abroad in British or ex-British territories 
and who have had lives full of interesting per- 
sonal experiences as well as having an 
overview of the life of ex~atristes abroad. 
Contact David Vallance, 14 Kennington Park 
Road, London SE11 4DJ. 

Slmon Beckwith, ex-Royal Horse Artillery, 
wishes to contact old mates. Replies to 11 
Eastgate. Stevenage, Hem SGI IEW. 

Fred Wilson-Taylor has set up an lnternet site 
designed as a contact pool for serving and 
retired Service personnel. The address is 
http://www.wiisontaylor.clara.net. 

Kerry Cusack seeks news of her godparents, 
Mr and Mrs Kenneth Danleis, last seen with 
the RAOC at CAD Kineton. 1992. Replies to 4 
Charlton Street, Llandudno, Gwynedd LL30 
2AA. 

5 Kings& T Force: 1998 activities include 
reunions at Liverpool, London and Notting- 
ham, a ten-day trip to Germany and civic 

PPOINTMENTS 
Scots - To be GOC Scotland, Dec 1. 

Brlgadler: I A Johnstone - To Commander 
BMM Kuwait, Dec 4; T M Macartney - To 
DirectorDLSSDLogSp(A), DecEJHTShort 
-To DRAC, Dec 7. 

Colonel:ANBellamy-ToChiefHOARRC. 
Dec 9 R M Brunt -To Commander 3 In1 Bde 
HQ and Sig Sqn, Dec 1: D R Bums - To Com- 
mandant HO RSME, Dec 1 ; P C Colt - To 
Colonel (W) D Dei Sys, Dec 1: N St J Hail -To 
Staff Officer UK Mil Rep and Staff Brussels, 
Dec 8; T W Hambrwke -To Colonel DM(A), 

Bde HQ and Sig Sqn, Dec 2; R M A Joy - To 
Colonel RHQ REME, Dec 8: H L A  MacDonald 
- To Commander BATUS Main, Dec 7; D 
McDowail-ToColonel RSigdInt Div, Dec 1 2  
M Nugent-To Commandant AGC Trg Gp, Dec 
8; J H Thoyts - To Defence Attach6 Svc 
Attach6 Bangkok, Dec 3. 

Rellrements 
Brigedier: P G H Jepson, late RAVC, Dec 5: 

L A  Wilkes, late RA, Dec 3. 
Colonel: E H Sambell, late R Sigs. Dec 1; R 

D Veilacott, late LI, Dec 9. 

receptions at aaa Nennaon ano tioslar. 
Details: K V G Moore, The Granary, Bacton 
NR12 OJP (telOl692 651066. 

Tracey Oiiver, 2b Cranwell Drive, Burnage, 
Manchester M19 IWD (tel 04325 152955) 
seeks news of Scottish soldier Jsson Colvln, 
with whom she lost touch several years ago. 

Author researching impressions and experi- 
ences of British soldiers in Northern Ireland 
since 1969 for b w k  intended to contribute 
towards building greater understanding 
between people involved in the conflict. 
Replies to John Linday, Guildhall Press Com- 
munity Book Publishers, 41 Great James 
Street, Londonderw, N Ireland BT46 7DF. 

Unexpurgated teXt sought of Second World 
War ballad The Soldler’6 Farewell to Egypt. 
Replies to Roy Lane, Daisy Cottage, 16 Thom- 
ton Meadow, Wisborough Green, Biliingshurst, 
W Sussex RH14 OBW (telOl403 700047). 

Birmingham area branch 01 the Natlonal 
Malaya and Borneo Veterans’ Assoclatlon 
now based at Sutton Coldfieid. Details from P 
Daley, 16 Monks Kirby Road, Sutton Coidfield, 
West Midlands 676 2UN (please send sae). 

Pam Jawis, 25 Alexandra Road, Grimsby 
DN31 1RD (tei 01472 362956) wants to hear 
from soldier Alan. with whom she was in con- 
tact during the Gulf War. 



Nation’s 
tribute 
to the 
soldiers 
from 
Nepal 
In tribute to the Nepalese 
warriors who have tor 
nearly 200 years been 
loyal guardians of the 
Crown, a larger-than-llfe 
bronze Gurkha stands 
vlgilant in Horse Guards 
Avenue near the Ministry 
of Defence. 

The statue, by sculptor 
Philip Jackson, Is based 
on a deslgn for Gurkha 
war memorlals erected in 
lndla 70 years ago. 

Commissioned by the 
Gurkha Brlgade Assocla- 
tion, It was unvelled by 
the Queen, who was 
accompanied by the 

the Prlnce of Wales, 
Colonel-ln-Chlef of The 
Royal Gurkha Rifles. A 
guard of honour was 
formed by t RGR. 

Duke of Edlnburgh and 

You can help stop the 
trade in war memorials 
EX-SERVICE men and women are that with the help of the Royal British 
being asked to help the campaign to save Legion you will be able to stop the prac- 
our war memorials and roll of honour tice of memorials and rolls of honour 
plaques after members of the Royal dedicated to those who lost their lives in 
Family rallied to the cause. action being sold as souvenirs or novel- 

Along with the Duke of Edinburgh ties.” 
and Duke of Kent, the Queen Mother Mr Davidson said “It is a disgusting 
has expressed interest in the aims of the practice. People are starting to become 
organisation Friends of War Memorials, aware of the problems and I welcome 
founded by ex-Royal Marine Ian David- the support coming through now from 
son. the RBL. 

In a letter to him, her private secretary “We need ex-Service people and 
wrote: “The Queen Mother . . . hopes Legion branches to help us.” 

Am I the oldest original REME A5M? 
IN a doctor’s waiting-room I came across a February 1997 edi- 
tion of Soldier- a magazine I had not seen since 1948 - and 
very excellent reading it was. 

At the age of 88 I wonder if I am now the oldest surviving orig- 
inal REME ASM. Can anyone tell me, and does anyone remam- 
berme? 

I joined up early in 1940 under a special enlistment scheme 
in the RAOC and by February 1942 had risen to the rank of WO1 (ASM), transferring to 
REME when it came into being in October, 1942. 

I served in the UK, ltaiy and Greece (55th Inf Div and 4th Indian Div). either ilc brigade or 
anti-tank LADS. - Frank Henderson, Chrlsichurch, Dorset. 

Questions 
of rank 

Authority 
and status - ~ 

RANK and insignra give soldiers a visible 
authority and stem. D e  the Firsr 
World War officers’ 
conspicuously on the 
Scottish regiments. 
marked them out as uvgcn 
snipers. A junior officer in a ctack 
at the front had a life 
weeks. Hence the raak 
quently made more discreet. 

In the Second World War officers’ rank 
badges were again to stand out p u d .  
Although steel helmets were not snpposed 
to be wilfully damaged, there w e  cam of 
rank badges being affixed by brazing, sol- 

pie of a steel helmet bearing a metal 
insignia of a field marshill. 

Ofticers of the Royal Fusiliers had 
shapes of cmwns and stars painted on their 
helmets in gold. Another unusual practice, 
which was officially promulgated by A m y  
Council insmrctron 647 of 1943, was the 
printing of officers’ rank badgm m birumi- 
nous emulsion on each h u l d e r  of the 
anti-ga5 capes, stencils being provided for 
the crown only1 

THROUGH THE RANKS 
A m y  ranks are univewal. Most raak 

atles come from French with some origi- 
nating in Latin and the Roman legions. 

Field lganhal was hrst conferred in 
1736 and remains the highest rank in the 
British Army, althongh today‘s generals 
can no longer be promoted to it in peace- 
b e .  A field marshal mer redres aad 
remains on the d v e  list until he dies. 
However, his p ~ y  is reduced when he is no 
longer employed. 

The rank also exists for example in 
German - Reldmarschall and French - 
MamM de F m e .  Tbo  great rival 
marshals of the Second World War 
Vmcount Montgomery of Alamein and 
Erwin Rommel. Today, the Duke of Edin- 
burgh and the Duke of Kent both hold this 
rank, while the King of Nepal is an hon- 
O~MY field marshd in the British &my. 

In the USA equivalent five-star rank is 

Hugh H m n  
0 More rank In the mxt issue 
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Commission keeps 
pledge to 
AN extraordinary picture of the care and 
effort which goes into honouring our war 
dead worldwide emerges from the columns 
of the 1996-97 annual report of the Com- 
monwealth War Graves Commission. 

It is work that never stops: the discovery 
of the remains of 27 men (see Finally . . . ) 
near Monchy le Preux a year ago was the 
largest since 1982, when what remained of 
51 British First World War soldiers were 
unearthed on the Somme. 

In northern Burma a military expedi- 
tion was specially trained to reach aircraft 
wreckage found deep in the jungle by a 
native hunter. It turned out to be a Cana- 
dian Air Force Squadron Dakota lost 
while delivering supplies to the British 
Army in June 1945. The remains of six 
Canadian crewmen were taken to 
Taukkyan War Cemetery and laid to rest 
in the presence of next-of-kin. 

In Sierra Leone, work to improve the 
quality of cemeteries was disrupted by vio- 
lent conflict, while Nigeria was still closed 
to Commission staff. Paradoxically Iraq - 
where the CWGC commemorates 54,000 
mostly First World War casualties - allowed 
inspection visits for the first time since the 
Gulf War. Work began at Baghdad (North 
Gate) and Alwiyah Indian War cemeteries. 

Fanar-Hockley, at Airborne 
, Aldershot, f6.50 (01252 34 

1: Lecture on the war in Korea by Gen. 

Lecture by Mr J Wonman on working 
ch Resistance, Airborne Forces 

., . 

Combined Cavalry Old Comrades 
memorialservice, 1100 hoursat 

rid. Hyde Patk(detai1s: 0171 414 

41-gun royal salute by King’s Troop R 
Park, 1200 hours, and 62-gun 

te by HAC, Tower of London, 13 
anniversary of Queen’s Coronation 
Floodlit Beating Retreat by Mas 

ds of the Household Division. H 

l i 3 e a t i n g  Retreat by Massed Ban 
llery, Horse Guards Parade. D 

em’s Birthday Parade (Troophg 
ur); Colonel’s Review, June 6; M 

‘s Review, May 30. Ticket app 
rnpted Jan 1 -Feb 26 (0691 505 4 

the fallen 
Cyprus experienced its first snow in 4ci 

years, with a subsequent frost decimating 
cemetery plants. In northern Europc. 
more than 350,000 roses have becn 
replanted in war cemeteries since 1990 ns 
pan  of a long-term programme. 

Young trees at Bedford House Ceme- 
tery in Belgium were kept alive hy the 
leper Fire Brigade when heat and drought 
threatened to kill them off. Water, or the 
lack of it, is a worldwide problem for tlie 
Commission as it attempts to maintain the 
gardens for which it is justly famous. 

Underground tanks, moisture-retaining 
agents and green, grass-like ground creep 
ers have provided some of the answers 111 
warmer parts of the globe. 

Doing its bit for conservation, the Com- 
mission aims to recycle up to 90 per cent 
of its plant waste by 2005, leading to huge 
savings in compost purchases. In the UK, 
clippings from yew hedges are collected 
and used for the extraction of medicine 
claimed to retard some forms of cancer. 

Computers have eased access to infor- 
mation on Commission records, leading 
to some surprising results. The annual 
report reveals that an enquirer sought the 
burial place of one 2nd Lt Horace Walpole 
Mann of the 6th Loyal North Lancashires. 
AU attempts to trace him failed, but 

revealed a Mai Horatio Gordon Mann 
who served with the same unit and died on 
the same day, August 10, 1915. At first it 
was thought the two casualties were the 
same man, but research indicated that 
they were brothers and that they had both 
fought and died at Gallipoli. 

It was not until the advent of the com- 
puterised database that it became possible 
to commemorate Horace Mann on the 
Helles Memorial to the Missing on Gal- 
lipoli. Thanks to the Commission, now in 
its 80th year, and modem technology, its 
commiment to the fallen will be fulfilled. 
The name of 2nd Lt Horace Mann will 
“liveth for evermore”. 

Kome nonours 
mentor, guide 

COL Thomas Huggan, who settled in Rome 
aner retiring from the Army in 1980 while 
serving there. has received a citation from 
British Ambassador Thomas Legh Richard- 
son to mark his years of voluntary service to 
the embassy and the community. 

He stayed on as a civilian, finally retiring in 
1990, and for the past seven years has 
worked as a volunteer at the British 
Embassy, planning and organising official 
military visits, resolving military pension 
problems and running Italian language test- 
ing for British personnel in Italy. 

Col Huggan. late RTR. is a mentor and 
guide to ex-PoWs and partisans, helps old 
friends - both British and Italian - to re- 
establish contact. and runs several Small 
trus 
owl 

Blll Hatcher recelvea an Inscribed Middle- 
sex Regimental plaque from Mal (Retd) Ron 
Morrlo to mark hls 100th birthday. Now a 
resident at St Maty’s Home in Bexley, Bill 
was a pre-First World War Terrltorlal Army 

sex Regiment. He went to France in 1914 
and was wounded twice, once In the head 
and once in the foot. 

“I was waiting for the one in the mlddle 
but fortunately It never arrived,” he said. 

Family members end friends were joined 
by the Mayor of Bexley and regimental ass0 
clation representatives for BIII’s blrthday. 

soldler wlth the 8th Battallon, The Mlddle 

Light at end of Newhaven tunnels? - 
ARMY veterans are being sought through 
Soldier by a local historian to shine light on 
the shadowy story of a Second World War 
underground military headquarters at 
Newhaven in East Sussex. 

Fortress Control, known by the Army as 
Combined Operations Headquarters, 
NOIC Newhaven, was part of the Royal 
Navy shore base HMS Foruard, which 
maintained a plot of the Channel in a sim- 
ilar way to Dover Castle and Fort South- 
wick, Portsmouth. 

Geoffrey Ellis, historian for the town’s 
Local and Maritime Museum, wants to 

hear from veterans involved with tunnels 
deep beneath the Guinness Trust Holiday 
Home or in the Manor House at Denton, 
Newhaven. “I know that 172 Tunnelling 
Coy, Number 2 Section was involved in 
the excavation, and that 577 Army Fd Coy 
was employed for the fitting-out,” he said. 

M r  Ellis hopes to have the tunnels 
declared a heritage site and opened to the 
public. He has published a book and 
video, The Secret Tunnels ojSouth Heighton, 
dedicated to those who served there. 

Contact him at 11 Fairholme Road, 
Newhaven, E Sussex BN9 O N Y .  
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Name-dropplng: Enjoying a break at an international convention of reserve officers In Aal- 
borg, Denmark a n  three men with the aame name but different spellings. From left to right 
are Lt Col Rory Steevenson, CO 617 PWRR (V); Brig Peter Stevenson, secretary of East Mid- 
lands TAVRA; and Col Rex Stephenson, from Headquarters Land Command 

Another Year in life 
of the Riyal Berks 
READERS of two earlier books written by 
five mature students who make up the 
Kitchener Battalions project group at 
Reading University will be interested in 
their third offering, which covers the same 
battalions through the year of 1917. 

From Arras to Cambmi by Colin Fox, Ian 
Cull, John Chapman, Martin McIntyre 
and Len Webb follows the fortunes of the 
three Kitchener Battalions (the 5tb, 6th 
and 8th) of The Royal Berkshire Regi- 
ment. The foreword is by Prof Richard 
Holmes, whose own latest work is 
renewed on Page 65. 

With conscription, the Royal Berkshires 
recruited from a much-extended area, so 
this carefully-researched story is as much 
about men from Cambridgeshire, Hert- 
fordshire, Gloucestershire and Cornwall 

9pYEAFi 9GO 
n Soldier, January la- 

N OFTHE DESERT 
In the explosive atmosphere which over- 
hangs the Arab lands there is a good 
deal of conjecture about the ultimate 
fate of Klng Abdullah's Arab Legion, 
which Is subsldlsed by Britain. Part of 
the Leglon Is lent to the British Army for 
guard duties in Palesline. 

>YEARS AGO 
From Soldier, January 1973 

ALLTHINGS CONSIDERED. . . 
The English officer is least of all an offi- 
cer. He is a rich landowner, house-owner, 
capitalist or merchant. He knows nothing 
about the Services and is only seen on 
parade and reviews. His chief amuse- 
ments are gambling, racing and sports. 
U* goes 10 bed at dawn and gets 8-n 

Iday. - From Russian Odessa Ne 

SOLDIER January 1998 

as it is about soldiers from Berkshire. 
Priced at L7.95 (or L'8.75 inc p and p), it 
is available in softback from the Centre for 
Continuing Education. Universitv of 
Reading, L n d o n  Road, Reading, Berks 
RGl5AQ. 

. . . and 2nd Manchesters 
LATEST publication from the Museum 
of the Manchesters is Regimental Life in the 
British Army in India, 1921-1922, a 26- 
page softback based on the 2nd Mancbes- 
ters at their permanent station in India 
following active service in Mesopotamia. 

The book costs L5.95 and is available 
from RHQ(I), The King's Regiment, 
Ardwick Green, Manchester M12 6HD 
(tel0161 273 6191). 

Granite tribute 
A MEMORIAL has been dedicated at 
Saint-Venant in France to men of the 1st 
Battalion, The Royal Welch Fusiliers who 
died delaying German forces advancing 
on Dunkirk in late May, 1940. 

The battalion lost 98 officers and men, 
many of them buried at Saint-Venant and 
in neighbouring cemeteries, in a series of 
heroic rearguard actions. 

Fittingly, the memorial, of granite with 
a Welsh slate tablet, was designed by Col 
Jack Willes, who fought in the battles. It 
was unveiled by Brig Dand Ross, colonel 
of the regiment and Commander 160 
(Wales) Brigade, at the scene of the battal- 
ion's final stand against the Germans. 

A memorial service for the late Dr John Pimlott, 
Head of the Department of War Studies at the 
Royal Military Academy Sandhurst. will be held 
at the Royal Memorial Chapel on February 6. 
Friends and colleagues who wish to attend 
may apply to the Director of Studies, RMAS on 
01276 412382 or Camberley Mil2382. 

Dr John Plmlott - memorial service 

inally.. . 
I HE remains of 25 unknown British sol- 
diers killed at the Banie of Arras In France 
in 1917 are to be buried alongside two who 
have been identlfled following plnstaking 
detective work at Unlverslty College 
London. Pte Frank Klng and ptcr Qeorge 
Andenon, both of the 13th BBttaiion, The 
Royal Fuslllers, died on April 11,1917, and 
s belleved those found with them were 
10 Royal Fusiliers. Unesrthed a year ago 

&ring excavations for a new factory, thelr 
remains wlll be buried wlth hill military hon- 
ours at Monchy Arras, most probably in 

iril on the 81st anniversary of the battle. 

Good news from Beverley, Yorkshire, where 
3 Museum of Military Transport has been 
ved. It went into provisional liquidation a 

year ago with "insurmountable financial prob- ' lems" but has been revived by "community 
spirit'. Former Household Cavalry driver Alan 
Busheil, co-founder of a fl0m-a-year timber 
business and an avid coiiector of military vehi- 
cies, is the knight in shining armour. Curator I 
Wally Dugan i l l  continue fo run the museum, 
worldng closely with Bushell's Baltic Pine 
Timber Corporation Ltd. 

Look out for the /mpar/a/ War Museum's 
mw exhibition on 1918 - the Year of Decision 
which marks the 80th anniversary of the 

final 12 months of the First World War. Items 
on display include Fd Marshal Hag's uniform. 

D-Day veteran John Lanes (68) was heart- 
broken to find only one citizen of Newark. Tpr 
Tony Howes, serving with 

wood Rangers Yeomanry 1 
his old home town Territori- 
ai Army unit. The %er- 

were raised in Newark in 
1794 and Mr Lanes has 
urged its youngsters to "get 
fell in" to ensure 200 years h 7 

town and unit history 
,es not wither away. Tpr Howes 

Soldiers from 7 R Wsh, based in Belfast, 
used their abseiling skills to carry ouf an envi- 
ronmentalpmject in Scab OuarM near New- 
townards in CO Down. They clearedgorse 
and blackihorn bush from fhe cliff face, expos- 
ing the fluted and layered rock structure. 

Running assignment: Tusk Force, the 
charlty which protects endangered ani- 
mals, has places in the 1998 Flora London 
Marathon in Aprll. If you would like to mm- 
pete and raise funds for Tusk Force, ring 
Emma as soon as possible on 0181 743 
8855 (lax 0181 74 6655) for a form. 

of 6i7 PWRR, breakfasted with the battalion 
"in the field" at Longmoor, Hampshire, to 
mark his retirement. A revered figure, he 
entertained soldiers with anecdotes acquired 
during almost 50 years of military service. 

A Far East exhibition covedng the years 194 1- 
45 is being prepared at the lmperfd War 
Museum, Duxford for opening in the spring. 
It will show what went on in the theatre, 
including the experiences of PoWs. 

Gen Sir Edward Burgess, Honorary Colonel 
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Bulford, Bramley and battlebikes will be featur- 
ing in issues of the magazine, A wide 
range of courses is by Bunor8s Land corn. 
Training. Bramley Military Training Area has excit- 
ing facilities on offer, including a confidence-building 
course available to units. You will meet the Mllltary 
Vehicle Trust's two-wheel specialists, enthusiasts 
who find, rebuild and ride motor cycles which have 
given sterling SeNiCe to the Army in peace and war, 

0 An interview with author Bemard Comwell, cre- 

Chris Kinsville-Heyne 2362 PklUE Editor Terry Champion 2357 mand (UK) School of physical and Recreational 
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The regular 
feature in 
which we 
ask soldiers 
for their 
views on an 
issue of the 
moment 

hations: do you relish them or ehuu 
Tinned compo has been replaced by a supposedly improved diet of 
boil-in-the-bag meals But do these meals for the millennium satisfy 
soldiers? We put this questton to ten Cattenck-based soldiers 

Views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the Army orthe Ministry of Defence. 
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ator of Richard Sharpe, appear in the issue, , 

WO2 Bob Walker, 
1 Staffords 
I've tested Egyptlan ratlons in 
the Gulf and America, Belgian 
and French ration8 in Bosnla. 
Our ratlon pack is far superior 
to anv of them. But the Amerl- 

cans do 
have a good 
idea in 
includlng a 
chemlcal 
heatlng ele- 
ment in the 
meals. If 
you haven't 
m t  much 

t h e ,  then that would be an 
ideal thing. Also, I think our 
ratlons could have a bit more 
variety. 

Capt Tom 
Perkins, RS 
A lot goes to 
waste, partic- 
ularly things 
like soup. I'd 
like to see 
sausages 
and beans 
come back 
and a lot more chocolate. My 
best recipe tip is to add a bit of 
curry powder to the corned beef 
hash. You can't beat it. 

I Pte Shamu 
smith, RLC 
Belng a 
vegetarian, 
there's not 
much for 
me In the 
new rations. 
I take mv 
ownchdcolate and Super Noo. 
dles that I have to buy for 
myself. Apparently they do 

cater for vegetarlans but they 
don't Seem to be able to get 
the rations up here. 

Cpl Paul Charnock, 1 QLR 
Rations are basically good, but 
certain things are just not palat- 
able; for example "beef and bul- 
iets", as we call it, which is really 
beef and dumplings. You can boil 
them for 20 minutes but the 
dumplings 
still won't go 
soft. We find 
that soldiers 
just chuck a 
lot of rations 
away and 
supplement it 
with food 
they buy 
themselves, like Pot Noodles. I 
always take a bit of Tabasco or 
garlic sauce and salt with me, 
because some of the food is a bit 
bland 

Capt Rupert Steptoe, 
1DandD 
You can always criticise 
ratlons because after a while 
on exercise yo 
same thing, 
day In day 
out. So any- 
thing that 
can be done 
to Increase 
varlety 
would be a 
good thing. I 
would like to 
see the rolled oats come back 
Into the 24-hour packs. They 
were always hot and filling. 
The biscuits need to be soft- 
ened. They're are extremely 
hard and most dogs won't eat 
them. And get rid of butter- 

scotch sauce and apple 
dumplings, which no one 
seems to eat. 

the-bags are 
VeN aood 

we go on exercise thaiis one of 
the things that is always left 
uneaten. In the old days we had 
fudge bars and Yorkies but now 
they've changed that for piain 
chocolate. That's not so good. 

Mal Ne11 Hutchinsou, PWRR 
Boll-in-the-bag is far better 
than tlnned food as a concept. 

But the 
quallty of 
the stuff 
they've 
been putting 
In the bags 
has been 
golng a bit 
downhill. 
The pud- 

dingo for Instance: last time we 
were on exerclse, every one of 
my men left the pudding in but- 
terscotch sauce. I tried it and it 
Is vlle. Also the brew kit has 
changed. We need lots of hot 
drlnks but they've cut down on 
the amount of tea and coffee 
m d  on the amount of whitener. 

Cpl Mark KretEsehmar, 
1 RRW 
I think it is basically very good but 
they could get rid of some of the 

menus or 
change them 
slightly. I 
don't like the 
biscuits. 
They should I 
brini back 
the 6aribald- 
is. You're 
likelv to 
break your teeth on the ones in 
the packs now. 

CSgt Steve Mmroe, 
2 R Anglian 
Rations are very good. After 
living on pilchards and the llke 
that we used to get In some of 
the old tinned ration packs, It 
seem to me that today's sol- 

~ diersdon't 
have too 
much to 
worry about. 
However. it 

the packs, 
llke tomato sauce sachets. I 
know they are worried about 
costs, but I'm a taxpayer, and I 
don't mind. Oh, and I'd like to 
find the guy who invented the 
butter- 
scotch. 

Cpl Lkbbie 
Black, RLC 
I thinkthe 
rations we're 
issued with 
todayare 
brilliant. 
They are easier to pack away 
and a lot lighter. I like the bacon 
and beans particularly. But they 
could include pasta in the meals. 

r 



THE BEST THINGS IN LIFE 
K E  T X  FREE! '1 ! I  

DETAILS OF THE COMPLETE TAN FREE VOLVO RANGE, AVAILABLE NOW 

+- 
Call for full information pack giving details of our Special Military Tax Free Prices, 

Volvo Finance, Part Exchange and European I Worldwide delivery options, 
or complete and return the coupon below. 

VOLVO 
Tourist & Diplomat Soles 

UK 01 707 262388 
r-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
I .  

I 
I TitleIRank; ...................................... Initials: ............................... Surname: ............................................................................................ 
E Address: ................................................................................................................................................................................................ 
i Post Code: ...................................... Tel No: ........................................................................................................................................... 

I Countw of use: ......................................................................................... A D D ~ X .  DeliVeN Date: ....................................................... 
i S40N40 0 S70MO 0 S9ON90 0 940 0 RHD 0 LHD 0 
I . .  

VOLVO Finance Details: 0 Yes 0 No Part Exchange Quote; Yes 0 No 0 
Volvo Car UK Ltd, Tourist & Diplomat Sales, Freepost 30, Hatfield, Hertfordshire, AL9 7AR England. Tourist 6 Diolonaf %le 
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A T Y P I C A L  P O U R  B B D R O O Y  M A Y P O R D .  
Blevfiona vam from sits m site. Plea- Check with the Sales Advisor 

THE CONVENIENCE 
OF NEW THE CHARACTER 

OF A CLASSIC. 
Bishopsgate, Swensall is a select 

development of just 25 three and four 
bedmom homes SiNated in a popular 

I ISHOPSGATE, STRENSALL 

location just 4 miles north of York city 
centre. 

Prices from €62,950, 
comprising: 

0 Fully fitted kitchen 

0 Garage or private allocated 
parking to selected plots 

0 Choice of colour schemes fmm 
a selected range of kitchens, 
bathrooms and tiles. 
For further information 

please contact our Sales 
Information Centre, open 

8 .  30- to 4.30pm. Thursday to 

Monday. Bishopsgate, Brecks 
Lene, Strensall. Telephone: 
(01804) 482624. 

H O M E S  

T H E  H A L L M A R K  OF A C L A S S I C  H O M E  lu; 
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