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A lifeline
for our
families

The Services Cotswold
Centre is unique. The
help it provides to sol-
diers, sailors and airmen
and their families is
incalculable, but there is
a danger it might close.

Lt Col Peter Druitt,
the commandant, is in
no doubt about the effect
this would have. “It
would be a desperate
mistake to do away with
this place,” he said. “It
offers something that is
not even available to
civilians and is the only
one of its kind in all the
three Services.”

Beverley Burton and
her husband do not think
they could have coped
without it. Two years ago
Cpl Keith Burton was
diagnosed as suffering
from post traumatic
stress disorder — bought
on initially by the Falk-
lands War and then ser-
vice in Northern Ireland.
After 16 months in hos-
pital he and his wife
moved to the centre.

SLEPT IN TENT

Before then Cpl
Burton, unable to sleep
indoors, stayed in a tent
outside. The peace and
tranquillity of the centre,
combined with the sense
of security afforded by a
stout perimeter fence
and 24-hour guard,
meant that for the first
time in years he was able
to move his bed indoors.

He was discharged
from the Army at the
beginning of December
and because of his condi-
tion needs somewhere
quiet to live — the sound
of a car backfiring can
cause him problems.
Experienced staff at the
Cotswold Centre made it
their business to find him
such a house. (See Pages

30-31.)
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If it’s in the
Army, it's
registered

THE Ministry of Defence owns a church in Biggin
Hill but no castles. It has more horses than tanks,
many valuable antiques (including the Duke of
Wellington’s desk), a number of working farms and
847 items of railway rolling stock and locomotives.

This information is contained in the MoD section
of the 550-page National Asset Register published
on November 24 by the Government.

Nicknamed the “Domesday Book”, the register
will “bring greater knowledge of assets owned by the
state and improve openness and accountability,”
said Defence Secretary George Robertson.

“Knowing what assets there are will enable the
Government to take more informed decisions on
what it should do with them.”

Mr Robertson said he was determined to ensure
every pound paid out on defence was well spent.
“The asset register will be used to make sure that we
only retain in MoD ownership what we need for the
country’s defence.”

MoD’s 75-page entry gives a snapshot of the
department in September 1997. Values of assets are
not vet given but will be provided during the early
part of this year. “For the first time ever we will have
a complete picture of all the assets the department
owns,” said Mr Robertson.

TRIAL RUN

MoD’s asset register forms part of the informa-
tion needed for the introduction of resource
accounting and budgeting (RAB), which will have a
trial run in 1998-99. These accounts and those for
1999-2000, the first to be published, will be audited
by the National Audit Office.

The register includes top-level budgets (TLBs),
agencies, trading funds and executive non-depart-
mental public bodies such as museums.

Mr Robertson said information contained in the
directory would enable the MoD to concentrate on
core functions and to wage war on waste. This
information, under RAB, would be used to bring
home to people the full cost of what they were doing
and the assets they employed in meeting their objec-
tives.

Values of assets are being compiled on an exist-
ing-use basis and not market value for disposal. In
the case of land and buildings within the Defence
Estate, a firm of chartered surveyors has been
engaged to carry out the valuation.

In the case of fighting equipment, an exercise is
under way to ascertain the gross replacement price
for each equipment type, from which the current
value of each specific item will be derived.

@ The church, St George’s, in Biggin Hill, is the
only one owned by the MoD in a town. It has many
churches on military bases. The Duke of Wellington’s
desk in Horse Guards, Whitehall, is in the office of the
GOC London District. He uses it every day.

@®® The farms, run by tenants, are used for training.

®®® The Army sends a train once a fortnight
through the Channel Tunnel to Germany.

L
.

Supporl llne a volunteer in trammg at Upavon

Hel

at end

of the line

A CONFIDENTIAL freephone
telephone support line has been set
up for soldiers who want help out-
side their chain of command. It is
one of the Army’s equal opportuni-
ties initiatives designed to root out
harassment and discrimination.

It can also be used by soldiers and
their families for advice about other
emotional problems.

Launching it last month, Gen Sir
Alex Harvey, the Adjutant General,
said: “There 1s a communication
problem within the Army. Evervone
is so busy these days and soldiers
find themselves being moved from

one place to another, which in itself

causes problems.

“Discrimination, in whatever
form it takes, is unacceptable. OQur
Servicemen and women must be
able to enjoy equality of opportunity
in an environment free from any
harassment. The confidential sup-
port line is just one of the initiatives
which we promised and which will
help to bring these about.”

Operated by SSAFA Forces Help,
the initial two lines will be manned
on a rota basis by 14 specially-
chosen civilian advisers. Many have
experience with the Samaritans and
Relate and in equal opportunities.

Civilian lines from the UK, Ger-
many and Cyprus will be open for
12 hours from noon until midnight
(UK time) every day. Callers will be
dealt with in confidence and do not

have to give their names. An anony-
mous civilian postal box number
will also be available.

As well as providing someone to
talk to, the service can give practical
advice on where to go for help. A log
will be kept on types of enquiry so
the team can supply the Army with
information on any obvious trends.

The support line, set up as a trial,
will be reviewed after a year.

“We do not know what to expect
at the moment,” said Maj; Mike
Smart, the military project officer.
“A number of calls were received in
the first two days, none of them on
harassment. We will adjust or
extend as the need arises. We have
the capability for up to 16 lines and

could keep it open 24 hours a day if

necessary.”

The support line will cost the
Army £250,000 to run and will
operate from the Adjutant General’s
headquarters at Upavon, Wilts.

@ Helpline numbers — Page 66
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to be simplified

IT IS possible under current rules
for soldiers injured in Northern Ire-
land by a terrorist to receive com-
pensation, but the same soldiers
would get nothing if they were hurt
in Bosnia because they are operating
in a war environment.

In the light of this and other anom-
alies, the whole question of paying
compensation to Service personnel
and their dependants is to be looked
at in a wide-ranging review.

Armed Forces Minister Dr John
Reid said the Government was con-
cerned at the complexity of the
existing system, and the differing
circumstances in the ways compen-
sation is paid.

“I want a modern, fair and simpli-
fied scheme which would apply to
all Service personnel injured or
killed on peacetime duties, whether
they are on training or operations,”
said Dr Reid.

Injury claims are dealt with by
two administrations at present: the
MoD, which provides pensions for
people invalided out of the Services,
and the Department of Social Secu-
rity, which is responsible for war
pensions.

The level of benefits paid out to
Servicemen and women falls short
of those awarded to civilians for

injuries at work. Within the Army, if

the cause of death or injury is attrib-
utable to service, the compensation
1s calculated as one-and-a-half times
the person’s annual salary. The gen-
eral level of compensation for a civil-
1an can be two or three times the
salary.

Injury claims may be lodged
through the Criminal Injuries Board
and there is an arrangement under
which soldiers can make claims to
the board if they are injured over-
seas. These claims are presently
only successful if the claimants can

prove themselves to be victims of

criminal activity. An injury in
Northern Ireland may be compen-
sated under the Criminal Injuries
Act by the Northern Ireland Office.
A soldier shot in Bosnia, and not
invalided out, is unable to make a
claim as there is no organisation in
Bosnia to pay up.

The results of the review, which
will not affect war pensions, are
likely to be published in a consulta-
tion document in the summer.

Troops rescue sheep stranded by flood

AN Army boat section helped RUC
officers rescue sheep stranded by
flooding on farmland at Sixmilewa-
ter, Templepatrick, Co Antrim.

The soldiers, members of 25
Engineer Regiment based at
Masserene Barracks, Antrim, rushed
to the scene after the alarm was
raised by local people who believed
30 animals were in danger of drown-
ing.

A four-man team with an inflat-

able dinghy were called to the inci-
dent as weather men warned that
more heavy rain was on the way.

As water levels rose, some of the
sheep were moved to safety by boat
while the rest were herded to high
ground. Section leader Sgt Buzz
Wolstenholme said: “It took us
about an hour-and-a-half in water
that was waist-deep. With the fore-
cast for more bad weather, we’re
glad all the sheep are safe.”

GUTERSLOH-based 26 Regiment RA
is due to deploy on January 8 to Bosnia
for a six-month tour of duty with the
Stabilisation Force (SFOR).

@® A demolition training bridge, built
by 22 Engr Regt and opened at Tid-
worth last month, has been named in
honour of the 1,153ft-long Kalewa

Bridge, constructed by sappers across

the Chindwin in Burma in 1944. Build-
ing of the new bridge was overseen by
Maj Matthew Tresidder, nephew of Maj
Peter Tresidder, who managed the
Second World War project.

® Almost 200 military drivers con-
verged on Dulmen, Germany for Exer-
cise Magnum Spirit, the Army’s premier
driver training event. Cpl Mark Burton

(3 RSME) and SSgt Mal Bowden
(ACIO, Exeter) retained the title of first
overall crew. The event, run by the
British Army Motoring Association, was
sponsored by Rover Deutschland.

@ 101 (Northumberland) Regiment
RA (V) has become the only Territorial
Army unit to be equipped with the Multi-
ple Launch Rocket System(MLRS).
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Red Paws day at Ballykelly

The first Red Paw shoulder flash for members of the Army
Dog Unitin Northern Ireland was presented to Cpl Jason
Rowlinson (left) by Col Trevor White at Ballykelly,
watched by specialist dog Myrtle. Since 1974 the only
way to recognise dog-handlers has been by the tiny Red
Paw badge next to the corps or regimental cap badge.
GOC Northern Ireland has agreed that the flash, worn
on the left shoulder of combat clothing, will be a battlefield
recognition symbol. It will be worn only in the Province.

New King of the (astle

Maj Gen Mark Strudwick
(right), late Royal Scots, is
the new GOC Scotland and
Governor of Edinburgh
Castle. He has taken over
from Maj Gen Jonathan
Hall, who has retired to
become Lieutenant Gover-
nor of the Royal Hospital
Chelsea.

Gen Strudwick’s previ-
ous post was Director of
Infantry at Warminster.
® Appointments — Page 66

Hard pressed for charlty

SSgt Steve Grey pressed up . . .
staggering 1,783 times in an hour to raise £750 for a young
people’s club in the North East. “They were full press-ups
where you put your chest to the floor, fully extending the
arms in true corps tradition,” said Steve, an APTC instruc-
tor with 39 Regiment RA, in Newcastle. And it was good
training in his bid to retain his British powerlifting title.

andup...andup...a
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Soldiers honoured for
service in Northern
Ireland and abroad

BRIG Gordon Hughes has been
appointed CBE for outstanding lead-
ership of the multi-national signals
force in Bosnia.

A citation says his performance was
the major contributory factor to the
overall success of the Stabilisation
Force (SFOR).

Also appointed CBE is Brig David
Leakey, who commanded a multi-
national brigade and became chief of
staff on the Multi-National Division.

Among other awards in the latest
list of operational honours is an MBE
to LCpl Heidi Dunne for her “out-
standing contribution” to civil affairs
in Banja Luka where, as a
member of 156 Provost
Company, Royal Military
Police, she was responsible
for patrolling the city.

The citation says her per-
sistence, determination and
professionalism were in-
strumental in improving
the lives of many under-
privileged people for whom
she worked unstintingly.

Maj Lincoln Jopp is
awarded the Military Cross
for his gallant actions in
Sierra Leone following an attempted
rebel coup against the government. In
June 1997 he was advising a Nigerian
force when it was attacked by mortar,
small arms and missile fire.

He stayed at his post, advising the
Nigerian commander and saving the
lives of many civilians.

Lt Col Andrew Gale, who defused
a tense and dangerous situation at
Lungi airport following the coup, is
awarded the QMG. Following threats
of execution he persuaded rebels to
release unarmed civilians who had
been taken captive.

For service in

Northern Ireland

CBE — Col T W Hambrook OBE, late D
and D.

OBE - Lt Col D G Benest MBE, Para; Lt
Col | R Liles MBE, R lIrish.

MBE - Maj M E Daubney RE; Maj R C
Davies QGM, RLC; Maj R Davis RRW,;
Maj M J Haywood Smith RA; Capt C A St
J James PWRR; WO2 K M Lane RE;
CSgt V N Magee, R Irish; Maj N P Mat-
calfe QGM, R Signals; Lt Col D N Yates
AGC(ALS).

SOLDIER January 1998

Cpl Dunne, MBE

QGM - WO1 C Munro, Para; SSgt R V
Price APTC.

MiD — Cpl J Burtney, R lIrish; LCpl D J
Clarke RLC; Bdr M P Fountain RA; Cpl R
E John RLC; LCpl R McKnight SG; Cpl T
R Newton, R Anglian.

QCB - CSgt G B Homan, Para; WO1 |
Mapp QGM, RLC; Cpl C Patterson
AGC(RMP); Lt D Poole RLC; WO2 | D
Swan RLC.

QCVS - Bdr M Ahddoud RA; WO2 R G
Atkinson, R Irish; Lt Col R H Bounsall RA;
Capt J Burke RE; Sgt D Bushell PWRR;
Sgt S Cameron SG; Sgt G F Cusack RE;
Pte W Faulkner, R Irish; Cpl S J Gillespie,
Para; CSgt D M Hammond,
Gren Gds; Maj S G Hayes
AGC(RMP); Sgt Ben Huxley,
Para; Sgt P Markham, R
Anglian.

Cpl P P Marsh RAMC; Sagt T
McKee, Hidrs; Lt Col A J
Miller-Bakewell SG; WO1 S P
Milsom BEM, Gren Gds; Cpl M
Mitchell RE; Lt Col P R Newton
PWRR; WO1 P G Pinchard
REME; Sgt R Simpson, R
Irish; WO2 N Stenton SG; Lt
Col D N F Stewart, Hidrs; Lt M
J Turnbull LI; CSgt K Vickers
PWRR; Maj the Hon M A F
Vincent MBE, RA.

For service

in former Yugoslavia

CBE - Brig S G Hughes, late R Signals;
Brig A D Leakey, late RTR.

OBE - Col M A C Hughes, late RE; Lt Col
R L Kirkland GH.

MBE - Maj R G Burns, R Anglian (TA);
LCpl H M Dunne AGC(RMP).

QCB - Maj K S Logan RA (TA).

QCVS - LCpl A J Belton, Int Corps (TA);
SSgt D G N Best RE; Lt Col M R Lanham
MBE, RLC; Maj G E Lowder RS; Lt C P
Macdonald LG; Lt Col R A Martin REME;
Capt A Parvez RA; Lt Col R A B Rams-
den, Scots DG; Capt | R Rand, Int Corps;
Lt Z R Stenning GH; Maj Gen E J Webb-
Carter OBE, late Gren Gds.

Miscellaneous
MC — Maj L P M Jopp SG.

QGM - Lt Col A R Gale MBE, R Signals.
QCB — Maj N J B Slinger RA.

QCVS - Maj M R Hanscomb PWRR;
WO2 C A Riley RGBW.

TA training
‘subject to
SDR study’

FUTURE training of TA units will depend on the out-
come of a Strategic Defence Review study into the
size and shape of the Regular and Reserve Forces,
the Armed Forces Minister said in the Commons.

He was replying to Canterbury MP Julian Brazier,
holder of the Territorial Decoration, who had asked
what steps were

being taken to
ensure TA units
could continue

unit-level exercis-
es and formation-
level training, both
of which “attracted
and retained the
best-quality people
in the TA". The
minister said four formation-level exercises were
planned for the TA in 1998, the same number as in
1997.

AR TSI
A summary of Defence
topics from Westminster

Other points from Parliament:

J Armed Forces Minister John Reid has setup a
team to implement recommendations on the opera-
tional capability of the Defence Medical Services,
ordered a review of the work of the Defence Sec-
ondary Care Agency in the UK, and called for pro-
posals to improve morale and retention among
DMS personnel.

1 A shortlist of consortia for the complete
modernisation of Colchester Garrison under a
major private finance initiative project is
expected to be drawn up shortly, with the aim of
placing a contract by mid-1999.

I Vickers Defence Systems is expected to deliv-
er the first Challenger 2 tanks to the Army in June
this year, as planned.

-1 Between May 1 and October 1 1997, 5,000
personnel left the Army and 6,000 were recruited.

1 Latest figures show that 45 per cent of those
entering the Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst,
were educated at State schools.

1 In the 12 months to September 1, 1997, 14
per cent of new recruits to the Armed Forces
were women. As already announced, from April
1 the proportion of posts in the Army open to
women will increase to 70 per cent.

11 Electronic Data Systems (Defence) Ltd won
the £30m, 12-year contract to deliver most services
at the Armed Forces Personnel Administration
Agency, launched on April 1, 1997. About 900 civil-
ians are moving move permanently to EDS, plus
100 military personnel initially.

J On October 1 1997 45,867 men and 8,386
women were serving in the TA. The figures do
not include 1,394 male and 11 female Non-Reg-
ular Permanent Staff (NRPS).
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A 20-year-old Anglo-
military partnership
was renewed at
- Artlenburg — site of
- Montgomery’s cross-
- ing of the Elbe 52

aras pulled out

TROOQP levels in Northern Ireland have
been reduced in a move seen as a significant
sign of reduced tension in the Province.

About 250 toops, comprising two com-
panies and the headquarters of the Urban
Reinforcement Battalion — currently the
3rd Battalion, The Parachute Regiment —
left Northern Ireland in late November and
returned to their Dover base.

The Ministry of Defence said the move
had been made on the advice of the Chief
Constable of the Royal Ulster Constabu-
lary and the General Officer Commanding
Northern Ireland. It was made possible by
the continuing reduction in the level of sup-
portneed by the police since the IRA cease-
fire in July.

According to the MoD statement: “It

SOLDIER January 1998

reflects the improved security situation and
is a further step towards normality.”

The MoD has, however, stressed that the
withdrawn troops remain ready to return to
the Province at short notice should the
security situation require it. The level of
threat is kept under constant review.

More than 1,000 petrol bombs were
thrown during rioting in Londonderry over
the weekend of December 13-14. But the
trouble, sparked by the annual Apprentice
Boys’ parade through the city, was con-
tained by the RUC.

And in a further measure announced by
the RUC, daylight foot patrols by the Army
in Belfast in support of the police have
ceased.

@ 3 Para soldier’s world walk — Page 12

What the papers have been saying

Back-off on
hunting ban

THE Government has backed off ban-
ning hunting on land owned by the
MoD. Junior Defence Minister John
Spellar confirmed that the MoD has
renewed licences for fox-hunting on
defence land. — Daily Telegraph

0 A threat by some Gulf War veter-
ans to hand back their campaign
medals on the steps of the MoD on
January 17 because of lack of govern-
ment compensation for so-called Gulf
War Syndrome risks angering other
campaigners. The Royal British Legion
issued a statement distancing itself
from the row. — Daily Telegraph

1 Hundreds of soldiers executed for
desertion or cowardice during the First
World War are to be granted posthu-
mous pardons by the Government. —
Sunday Times

[J The ban on lesbians and gays in
the military is expected to be lifted in
the New Year by a reluctant Govern-
ment anxious to head off a potential bil-
lion-pound judgment against it in the
European courts. — Observer

0 Defence chiefs insist that the ban
on gays in the military will stay despite
the threat of a compensation payout of
hundreds of millions of pounds. — Daily
Mail

O Two British former Servicemen
who claim they were subjected to radi-
ation during nuclear tests in the Pacific
40 years ago took their complaints to
the Court of Human Rights in the long-
running attempt to win compensation
from the Government. The British
Nuclear Test Veterans' Association is
seeking up to £100,00 for each of the
survivors of the tests. — Guardian

[ British soldiers, including the SAS,
protected war crimes investigators in
the hard-line Serb nationalist town of
Prijedor. — Daily Telegraph

11 The design for a chapel to honour
the 257 British Servicemen killed in the
Falklands War has been unveiled. The
first in Britain to be dedicated to those
who lost their lives in the conflict 15
years ago, it will stand in the grounds of
Pangbourne College. — Daily Telegraph

1 Scientists in America are working
on a top secret “‘magic fog" which
would render dozens of troops invisible
yet allow them to retain a clear sight of
their foe. — Daily Mail
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Lancers gopher it in Canada

UNITS of The Queen’s Royal Lancers
have returned to Imphal Barracks at
Osnabruck after eight months in Canada
serving as opposition forces (OPFOR) at
the British Army Training Unit Suffield
(BATUS).

Working with the BATUS permanent
staff and smaller support units also on
temporary deployment, the Lancers dis-
guised their lightly-armoured tracked
recce vehicles and Land Rovers to simu-
late ex-Eastern bloc armour.

Fitted with laser detectors, the hybrid
vehicles tested the fighting skills of battle-
groups in five successive exercises. Each
consisted of 11 days of live firing, fol-
lowed by 11 days of simulated engage-
ments.

Fortunately for the Lancers, there was
time to enjoy the great Canadian wilder-
ness. During periods of R and R, the sol-
diers went mountaineering, horse riding,
skiing, white water rafting, and freefall
parachuting.

Among the visitors to the prairie were
Gen Sir Michael Walker, C-in-C HQ
Land, and members of the Army Forces
Pay Review Body, led by Sir Gordon
Hourston.

The Lancers’ camp also prove attrac-
tive to some of the wild local residents,
including prairie dogs or gophers. The
little animals seemed to have a fascination
for shiny objects and on at least on occa-
sion made an attempt to steal the regi-
ment’s famous “death’s head” cap badge.

Remember to drive on the right: a visiting Stafford familiarises himself with a Humvee

Americans given
lesson in cricket

A FORCE of Territorial Army soldiers
from the 3rd Battalion, The Staffordshire
Regiment gained valuable hands-on
experience with American weapons sys-
tems and kit during Exercise Rattlesnake,
a two-week training deployment to Indi-
ana.

As guests of the 2nd 152nd (Mecha-
nised) Infantry Battalion, the British sol-
diers were able to work with American
armoured vehicles and become familiar
with their hosts’ weapons, including ven-
erable .5in Browning machine-guns.

In an opportunity rarely given to TA
soldiers, the company’s command team
directed US Air Force ground attack air-
craft on to targets. The F16 pilots, oper-
ating from a nearby base, were surprised
to hear the distinctive British regional
accents crackling over their radios but
apparently coped well with the challenge.

Less conventional training was under-
taken at a centre for search and rescue
training. In probably the most testing
phase of their deployment, the Staffords
practised rescue techniques in a purpose-
built complex of tunnels and rubble-
strewn ruins.

The learning process was not, however,
one-sided. While the soldiers from Eng-
land were enjoying the pleasant tempera-
tures and mid-west American outdoor
lifestyle, a similar number of American
reservists were experiencing hospitality
and training around Burton-on-Trent.

Even those Americans who had not
been able to cross the Atlantic learned
something from their British counter-
parts. During the R and R period, an
important element of the exercise, some
Indiana troops became dab hands with a
cricket bat.

Picture: QRL

Caught in the act: this prairie dog, found
stealing a Lancers’ cap badge, was sent on
his way with a stomach full of cake

Challenge
group on
look-out
for leaders

AN organisation which arranges educa-
tional and adventurous opportunities
for 15 to 18-year-olds is looking for mil-
itary personnel to act as team leaders.

World Challenge Expeditions, whose
president is Lt Col (Retd) Tony
Streather, a former sports and estates
officer at Sandhurst, has in the past ten
years sent more than 4,000 British stu-
dents to 30 countries, including Nepal,
Bolivia, Zimbabwe and Indonesia.

The four-week expeditions involve a
physical adventure — such as climbing a
mountain, surviving in jungle, crossing
a desert — and most include a communi-
ty aid project.

EXPENSES PAID

Leaders, who should have appropri-
ate mountain leader training, a first aid
qualification and some travel knowl-
edge, receive an all-expenses paid trip.
Experience of working with young
people can be an advantage.

A recent expedition to Uganda by 14
pupils from Dame Allan’s School in
Newecastle climbed Mount Elgon and
assisted in a building project for the
Ugandan Society for Disabled Chil-
dren. It was led by Capt Ian Reeves of
The Queen’s Lancashire Regiment, a
veteran of more than one WCE trip and
one of more than 40 Army officers and
NCOs to have led expeditions.

More details in DCI JS 96/97 (Sept 6,
97) or call 0181 961 1122.
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Taking
stock of
8 R Irish

“No fluff on that bayo-
net”. Nothing but the
best will do at the 8th
Battalion, The Royal
Irish Regiment drill
competition in
Armagh.

Capt Andy Nye
inspects the award-
winning team of part-
timers from A
Company.

But H Company
emerged as the best
full-time team on the
parade ground.

Ten soldiers from 60
HQ and Support Sgn,
39 Engr Regt based at
Waterbeach, built two
10m-long footbridges
in Monmouthshire as
part of the Military Aid
to the Civil Communi-
ty scheme.

Worthy partnership over NVQs

THE School of Employment Training,
part of the Adjutant General’s Corps
Training Group at Worthy Down near
Winchester, has forged formal links with
Salisbury College for National Vocational
Qualifications training.

A partnership agreement was signed by
commanding officer Lt Col Alan Brown
and Dr Mike Halle, deputy principal of

New members drop

the college. The function of the School of
Employment Training is to train all mili-
tary clerks for service in units worldwide
as administrators.

During basic training junior military
clerks work towards NVQs level 2, lead-
ing to a level 3 award when they return to
Worthy Down after 18 months for addi-
tional military qualifications.

¥ : i \ (!

THE Parachute Regiment’s élite Pathfinder
Platoon has five new members. Of the 30
aspiring Pathfinders who began a gru-
elling selection cadre in October, the five
were the only ones to win the maroon-and-
green arrow shoulder flashes.

Platoon commander Capt Jon Allum
said: “Selection is competitive and hard
but offers many rewards. Few units can
offer more satisfaction.”

The new Pathfinders (holding their

SOLDIER January 1998

shoulder flashes) are pictured above with

some of their trainers. Left to right: LCpl
Kevin O’Connor, LCpl Neil Swinton, Capt
Allum, Brig Graeme Lamb, Pte Robert Hall
(best student), WO2 Jack Raeper, Cpl
Brendan Byrnes and LCpl Darren Brazier.

Pathfinder selection cadres are held
twice a year, in February and March, and
October and November. Information packs
are available from CSM Raeper on Alder-
shot Mil (722) 4419.

Round,ndapout

SIX soldiers from the Durham Light
Infantry found their sea legs on
board the aircraft carrier HMS Invin-
cible. During routine exercises off
the Spanish coast, which also
involved Royal Air Force crews
operating Harrier ground attack air-
craft from the carrier, the soldiers
worked as seamen.

TA and Regular Army chefs scooped
two gold medals, four silvers and a
bronze at the tri-Service salon culinaire
cookery championships at HMS
Nelson, Portsmouth. It was the first
time the Catering Support Regiment
RLC had entered a team in the event.

Challenger 2 has passed a series of
rigorous reliability tests imposed by the
MoD on the manufacturers, Vickers.
Deliveries to the Army are scheduled
to begin in early 1998, although the
tank is already in service with the
Oman Army, which ordered 20 more
tanks in November.

The machine-gun platoon of the 6th
(Northumberland) Battalion, The Royal
Regiment of Fusiliers overcame nine
other teams to win the 2nd Division’s
annual competition for machine-gun-
ners. Shooting over 1,100 metres, and
occasionally using controllers to bring
fire on to targets that were out of sight,
the fusiliers achieved a score of 855
points out of a possible 1,200.

Col Nick Richards has
taken over as comman-
dant of the Royal Military
School of Music, Kneller
Hall, from Col Tim Hog-
garth. Col Hoggarth, orig-
inally a gunner, is retiring
from the Army after 38
years’ service, the last
three at Kneller Hall as
Director Corps of Army
Music, Inspector of Army
Music and commandant.

Hoggarth

Friendly rivalry was the order of the
day when 27 teams from eight coun-
tries took part in the eighth Reserve
Forces Association skill-at-arms meet-
ing on the Bisley-Pirbright range com-
plex. Guest teams of NATO reserve
officers and NCOs flew in from
Antwerp, Arkansas, Oslo and Geneva
to take part.

Belgian, Dutch and German units
were involved and there was a strong
contingent from Denmark and Norway.
TA honour was upheld by Cambridge
University Officers’ Training Corps, and
the event was co-ordinated by Maj
Martin Farnan, R Irish, with help from
3rd Battalion, The Staffordshire Regi-
ment and 207 Field Hospital RAMC.
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(above left) commemorates post-World War conflicts
from the Palestine to the Gulf. The Royal Army Chap-
lains’ Department window (above right) commemo-
rates Roman Catholic chaplains who died in the two
World Wars. It is dedicated to Fr Gerry Weston, killed by
a terrorist bomb in Aldershot in 1972

Windows for
Millennium

THREE stained-glass windows have been made for
Tidworth Garrison Catholic Church, each com-
memorating a period in the garrison’s military his-
tory. The “millennium windows” were blessed and
inaugurated during a concelebrated mass led by the
Rt Rev Francis Walmsley, the Catholic Military
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Bishop of the Forces.

One is dedicated to Father
Gerry Weston, killed in the
Aldershot terrorist bombing
25 years ago. His sister and
representatives from The
Parachute Regiment attend-
ed the mass.

The church celebrated its
85th anniversary last year.
The windows were the idea
of Fr Ian Evans, chaplain to

1 Mechanised Brigade. He
said: “The windows are not
museum pieces. They are
witness to our past and our
present and it is most
appropriate they are placed
here in a military church.”

This window commemo-
rates the service given by
regimental units resident
in Tidworth and recalls
peacekeeping operations
in former Yugoslavia

PM calls on
Banja Luka

PRIME MINISTER Tony Blair called on troops serving
in Banja Luka, Bosnia at the beginning of December. He
was briefed on operations and shown weaponry during a
visit to the headquarters of the British-led Multi-Nation-

al Division (South West).
Mr Blair (pictured with a
soldier) told Servicemen
deployed with the Stabilisa-
tion Force (SFOR): “We are
enormously proud of British
troops who are out here, not
just engaged in the normal
duties of being a soldier, but
at the forefront of measures
to rebuild the local commu-
nities, things you probably
didn’t expect to be doing
when you joined the Army.”

Around te world

j.:

— In 36,000 miles

PARATROOPER Cpl
Karl Bushby is planning a
unbroken, solo world walk
— an expedition of 36,000
miles.

His trip will start next
October and  take him
through 25 countries,
across four continents, a
frozen sea, six deserts and
seven mountain ranges.
Cpl Bushby, based with
the 3rd Battalion, The
Parachute Regiment in
Dover, has been in the Army for 11
years. He will remain a soldier for
the first year of his walk, code-
named “Goliath — The Challenge”,
which take him from the southern
tip of South America to Mexico, the
United States, Canada and Alaska.

The frozen Arctic waters of the
Chukchi Sea north of the Bering
Straits will act as a bridge to Siberia.

Cpl Karl Bushby

Cpl Bushby will head
south-west down the
eastern coast of Russia
into Asia and then cross
Europe, reaching the UK
via the Tunnel.

“This challenge 1is
frightening, but I know I
will cope,” he said. “As a
soldier, particularly in
The Parachute Regiment,
you are exposed to the
environment and every-
thing the Army has taught
me will stand me in good stead.”

Cpl Bushby’s ability to use towns
and villages for food supplies will
determine his route. He intends to
pull equipment rather than carry it.

He was invited by 10 Downing
Street to the lunch held at Mansion
House, London, to mark the golden
wedding anniversary of the Queen
and Prince Philip.

Pin-up girl Melinda Messenger ensured Christmas came early for lucky sol-
diers of the 9th/12th Lancers when she visited them at freezing Banja Luka in
Bosnia to deliver a kit bag of Caley’s Marching Chocolate on behalf of The Sun
newspaper. She also called on 40th Regiment gunners based at Sanski Most.

Do you trust the
Vetting Agency?

DO YOU think of the Defence Vet-
ting Agency as a confidential service
providing the necessary reassurance
that the people who have access to
sensitive information are trustwor-
thy? Or does it conjure up images of
men in raincoats asking embarrass-
ing questions? Whatever you think,
the DVA would like your views.

Since its formation in April the
DVA has been looking at ways of
providing a better, quicker, more
efficient service and has commis-
sioned a confidential survey to help
identify areas where improvements
are needed and to provide a baseline
for future evaluations.

The survey will cover a represen-
tative sample of DVA customers and

recently-vetted subjects. If you
receive a form the DVA ask you to
spare the time to fill it in since your
views are important.

If you are not a regular customer
of the DVA’s services or have not
been vetted recently, but still wish to
make your views known, contact the
agency on 0171 218 6804.

Gift wrapped

BOMB-disposal experts from 33
Engineer Regiment (EOD) at Wim-
bish have presented the casing of a
250kg German bomb to the town of
Rainham, Essex. Soldiers from 21
Fd Sgn (EOD) had made the bomb
safe after it was found in the town.

‘

TROOPS from 24 Airmobile Brigade
won the field battle — and the PR initia-
tive — during a week-long exercise in
the West Country. Speaking as his
NATO Rapid Reaction Corps soldiers
regrouped, Brig Mark Elcomb said:
“The South West proved an excellent
location for Exercise Gryphon's Eye
and we thank everyone in this lovely

&part of the country for their co-operation.”

@ Russian inspectors visited Alder-
grove and Kinnegar under the Conven-
tional Forces in Europe (CFE) Treaty
last month. It was the first such inspec-
tion carried out in Northern Ireland.

@ AAC chef LCpl Leslie Hitchcock
won the title of Young Army Chef of the
Year with a smoked chicken dish. LCpl
Hitchcock, based with 2 Regiment AAC
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at Wattisham, fought off strong compe-
tition in the 17-24 age section at the
Services culinary cookery competition.

® For the third year running,
Durham-based 205 Battery received
the Queen’s Cup, the Territorial Army
field gunners’ top award, at the Nation-
al Artillery Association prizegiving at
the Guildhall, London. Winners of the

major air defence prize, the BP Trophy,
were 209 Battery from Manchester.

® A 110-year-old silver chalice has
been presented on behalf of the Direc-
tor General Army Medical Service, Maj
Gen Robin Short, to the head of the
Pakistan Army Medical Corps to mark
50 years of independence and the affil-
iation between the RAMC and PAMC.
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Cooking up a new career

N - W

Territorial army chef Tracy Cockersole developed such a
taste for soldiering she decided to join up permanently.
Camp cuisine for 350 Field Squadron, 73 Engineer Regi-
ment,became ambrosial when Tracy joined them two
years ago. The former professional chef, pictured trying
the taste test on Sgt Dave Baker, has joined the RLC.

Images of war

Sgt Scott Lister will never forget war-torn Bosnia. The
paintings he has done during his six-month posting in
Sarajevo provide a lasting reminder of the sights he has
seen. The Royal Logistic Corps Postal and Courier oper-
ator paints for colleagues and friends in the evenings
after dealing with hundreds of letters at the busy Sarajevo
British Forces Post Office. He has been painting in
acrylics for the past five years.

“My mother paints miniatures and my brother is an
artist — but | actually failed art at school,” he said.

lan's ultimate munro. ..

. - 23

Climbing Bheinn Sghritheall was the last munro for WO2
lan McLeod, of B (KOSB) Company, The Lowland Volun-
teers. He set himself the challenge of “bagging” all 284
munros — Scottish mountains of 3,000ft and over — and
Bheinn Sghritheall completed his quest during his unit's
annual camp at Inverness. Accompanied by his brother
and a piper from the battalion, he celebrated his feat with
a glass of champagne on the summit.

Picture: Gareth Griffiths

Picture: Media Ops, Land



The Fast Track to a Career

in Computer

Maintenance

A career in computer maintenance is well paid, varied and interesting, and it could be yours, regardless

of academic qualifications or previous experience.

Laura Snook, Editor of Training & Education, describes Cerco as
“the UK’s leading computer hardware maintenance training and
human resource organisation with an unparalleled record of
success in the provision of vocational training and subseguent job
placement ......, and a graduate destination list that reads like the
roll of honour at a computer festival. Cerco can truly claim to host
the most vocational course available on the market to date, and
will continue to be heralded as the prime source of new blood for
the ever-expanding computer maintenance industry.”

Cerco offers far more than just training; this is a company which
provides a unique combination of practical, vocational training
targeted at producing highly capable customer and installation
engineers, coupled with a job placement programme which is
virtually 100% successful. In fact, more installation and main-
tenance engineers enter the UK computer industry through Cerco’s
Customer Engineering Training Scheme than through all other
sources put together.

So confident is Cerco in its ability to find suitable jobs for its
course graduates, that it provides a no-catches money-back
guarantee of employment at the end of its programme.

The company’s ability to find jobs for those taking part in its
programme is due in no small part to its high profile within the
computer industry, where it has provided training for many leading
organisations.

A high proportion of students taking part in the Scheme are from
the Armed Forces. So, what do they think of the programme?

“Attending the Cerco Training Gourse was the best decision
| made since leaving the Royal Marines” - David Reid, Musician

“Only one word ‘Excellent’ ” - Lee Ward, Sgt. RAF

“I thoroughly enjoyed the experience and have had no problem
finding employment since completing the course in early 1995~
- Gerald 0’Connell, W.0. Royal Navy

Cerco Training Limited was my final resettiement course after 22
years in the RAF. They took me with no prior knowledge, trained
me, and found me employment. 18 months and 2 promotions later
| am very secure within a growing industry. Highly Recom-
mended, it makes that final step into civvy street so much easier.”
- Ex C/T Armourer, RAF

At £2,981 including VAT and Tax Relief at Source, and with a guar-
anteed job at the end of it, the programme really does provide exce-
llent value. Also, Resettlement Grants can be used to offset the cost.

Courses, which have now been running for over seven years, are
full-time for seven weeks and lead to a City & Guilds, Level ITI
Certificate in Micro Computer Installation & Maintenance. With
almost a 100% pass rate Cerco is in a league of its own in computer
maintenance vocational training.

Candidates are accepted for training with no previous experience
or technical knowledge being required. Selection is based on
aptitude tests which are accompanied by a presentation on careers

in computing. Tests are free, and there is absolutely no obligation to
accept training which may be offered. Candidates are not asked to
make any commitment at aptitude tests, but are given an Enrolment
Form which they can return after due consideration.

Courses, which are run at Cerco’s well equipped training centre in
Cheshire, have a strong practical bias, are founded upon many years
of providing training for the computer maintenance industry and
cover all the skills and knowledge necessary for effective customer
engineering.

An impressive list of organisations who employ Cerco trained
customer engineers includes most of the leading computer comp-
anies operating in the UK: Bull, Digital Equipment, ICL, IBM,
Mastercare, NCR, Unisys and very many more.

In short, Cerco provides the best training of its type
accompanied by the most successful job placement
programme in the UK.

For more information, call:
Freephone 0500 828274

|
CAREER OPPORTUNITIES IN
COMPUTER MAINTENANCE

TRAIN FOR THE 21st CENTURY

No previous experience necessary
Free aptitude tests

Practical, hands-on training
Unequalled C&G Level IIl pass rate
NVQ relevant

Institute of IT Training accreditation
Unequalled success in job placement

More men and women enter the rapidly expanding
UK computer maintenance sector through Cerco's
Computer Engineering Training Scheme than
through any other source. For details of how you can
join them in the exciting and rewarding world of IT,
write quoting reference S98 to:-

Cerco Training Limited
FREEPOST
Nantwich
Cheshire
CW5 6BR

Or phone FREE on

0500 828274 LMWK




On exercise

HCR panache: flying the flag at Bright Star

Report: Graham Bound

Pictures: WO2 Pete Bristo
IT WAS a flamboyant gesture, but the
Americans loved it. The tiny Scimitar
tracked reconnaissance vehicle of the
Household Cavalry Regiment, a mini-
tank in all but name, gunned its Jaguar
engine and swooped into a tight turn,
jamming on its breaks and bouncing to a
halt in a cloud of desert dust alongside the
huge Abrams tank.

The Scimitar’s 30mm cannon poking
cheekily at its giant cousin was a mere
bee-sting compared to the American
battle tank’s 120mm weapon. Hatches
swung open and grinning Americans
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British troops ‘find, fix and
strike’ in Western Desert

peered down on their British allies. What
the Brits lacked in firepower in Egypt’s
Western Desert, they made up for in
panache and sheer cheek.

The little and large tanks summed-up
the British and American presence on
Bright Star ’97. The American forces, led
by Middle East experts the 3rd Infantry
Division from Fort Stewart in Georgia,

had a formidable presence, reaching, at
its height, 9,000 soldiers equipped with
main battle tanks, attack helicopters, a
radio station and (incredible, but true) a
McDonald’s restaurant.

Britain’s force, led by two squadrons of
the Household Cavalry and including the
1st Battalion, The Light Infantry and B

® Turn to next page




On exercise

Find, fix
and strike

® From Page 15

Coy, 2nd Battalion, The Parachute Regi-
ment, numbered just 750 men and
women. But, as battle-group commander
Lt Col Barney White-Spunner explained,
size did not matter.

“Dealing with the Americans has been
remarkably easy. They are very interested
in our methods of reconnaissance and we
are just as interested in the way they do
business. In reality, should there be
another war like the Gulf, we may need to
do the reconnaissance for an American
armoured division. This is our chance to
practise it.”

The HCR soldiers call such operations
“find, fix and strike” while the Americans
use the term “track and trigger”. They
amount to the same thing: when the light-
ly-armoured vehicles have scouted far
ahead, “finding and fixing”, the main
battle-tanks move ahead to strike. It was a
technique that was well tested during the
final and principal phase of Bright Star.

Feeling their way cautiously forward
some 70 kilometres into the desert, the
HCR tracked the Egyptian armour that
was the main “enemy” force in the simu-
lated battle. The swift little recce vehicles
and giant tanks made a winning team.

Bright Star’s large-scale battle simula-
tion phase brought together not only the
Egyptian and American forces, but also
smaller contingents from France, Italy,
Kuwait and the United Arab Emirates.

The result was a simulated desert war
not dissimilar in some essential ways to
the battles that Montgomery and the
Desert Rats waged across the same ter-
rain 55 years ago. The common denomi-
nator was sand and heat.

Scimitar commander CoH Neville
Bonner spoke with awe of the vicious sand-
storms: “One minute you can see for miles;
the next you can’t see your own hand. Our
cam nets were ripped away and every nook
and cranny was filled with sand.”

Ironically, there was also a risk from
sudden torrential rain. Water is a scarce
com'rQodity in the desert (British soldiers
were recommended to drink at least three
litres of bottled water a day), but when it
does rain, brief and dangerous flash
floods can result. The old French Foreign
Legion adage “never camp in a wadi” was
recognised as very wise advice indeed.

For some soldiers, such as Tpr Chris
Docherty, the desert was not a new expe-
rience. He had crewed a Challenger tank
during the Gulf War, but Bright Star
was, he said, excellent training for any
future conflict.

'Men of B Coy 2

Para take on the real enemy: the desert sands

Unsavoury survival
lessons for Paras

PARACHUTE Regiment soldiers began
their Egyptian deployment by leaping
from the cargo door of a low-flying RAF
Hercules, and then “tabbing” 40km to
rendezvous with a Pathfinder patrol and
attack a designated target.

It was an excellent opportunity to learn
desert survival and the NCO instructors
gave grim instructions on finding food.
The desert is not exactly an abundant
larder, but, as one old desert hand said:
“Snakes are good . . . and if you find any
ground lice, just chuck them into your
mess tin. Don’t bother with dung beetles,
though. They taste like, well, just that.”

And there was a delightful tip for con-
juring up water. “When the last drop
is drained from your water bottle,” said
the instructor, “re-cycle your urine.”
Although every bit as unpleasant as it
sounds, it is apparently relatively easy to

do: just stretch a piece of plastic sheeting
across a hole in the sand containing a
container of the precious liquid. As the
heat evaporates it, pure (well, pure-ish)
water drips from the plastic to be collect-
ed in a cup.

No one actually said it, but one or two
paras were probably thinking that a tab
to the American camp for a burger and
cola at McDonald’s (they flew in their
own branch) was a more attractive
option.

Realism became the first casualty for 2
Para as troops were met on the drop
zone by a squad of Egyptian immigra-
tion officials armed with rubber stamps.
It was an early introduction to the delay-
ing power of local bureaucracy, which
remained irksome throughout Bright
Star.

Nevertheless, the main exercise phase
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went smoothly and they captured a key
point in an airborne assault before link-
ing up with a force of US Marines.

Deploying from their base in Cyprus,
men of the 1st Battalion, The Light
Infantry were rather more accustomed
to the heat of the Mediterranean. They
conducted their own live firing and
escape and evasion exercises before
acting as an enemy unit for Egyptian
and American special forces during
Bright Star’s main phase.

Maj Tim Evans of 1 LI said that
working with the Egyptians had opened
his eyes to some very different methods.
“They use Soviet tactics so in some
ways we are poles apart. But they are
good troops considering the economies
they are under. At the end of the day we
can say that the exercise worked and we
learned a hell of a lot.”
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“NOW | know why the Egyp-
tians say ‘Insha Allah’ (God
willing) so often.”

With the voice of someone
who had seen it all and was
now ready for whatever fate
and the desert could throw at
him, Capt Mike Harding, the
Household Cavalry’s long-
suffering quartermaster, re-
flected on the huge challenge
of preparing for the British
presence at Bright Star.

Capt Harding and his team
had begun planning for the
exercise seven months earli-
er, travelling to Egypt several
times to negotiate service
and food contracts with local
suppliers. All had seemed

Capt Gavin Hatcher (left) and Spr Glen Wilson
prepare a grenade for demolition

Sandstorms could not stop the chefs
and their local helpers operating a

fine until days before the
main force was due to arrive,
when the authorities told the
QM that he had to re-negoti-
ate many of the agreements.

Then, just days before the
battle-group was due to arr-
ive, what Mike Harding de-
scribed as “the mother of all
sandstorms” hit the camp.
Mess tents, kitchens and half
of the 120 accommodation
tents were blown to the
ground or ripped. Only day
and night work ensured that
the base was re-built before
the first members of the
battle-group arrived.

From then on, the systems
operated well. Under WO2

Mark Humphries, 23 chefs
and their local staff prepared
2,250 hot meals a day, oper-
ating in 24-hour shifts.

Both the senior chef and
the quartermaster were full of
praise for the Egyptians who
worked with them, often do-
ing unpleasant jobs. “They've
been a great asset,” said
WO2 Humphries. “They're
hard workers, honest and
above all, they've got a sense
of humour. They are always
smiling, and we are very
grateful to them.”

At times in the desert it
seemed as if a sense of
humour was the only thing
that could not be blown away.

Sappers
face desert

dangers

EGYPT’S Western Desert holds dan-
gerous reminders of previous wars
and years of use as an exercise
area. Fortunately for those involved
in Bright Star, the still dangerous
minefields laid during the Second
World War were many kilometres to
the west of the exercise area. But
more recent explosive detritus from
exercises did pose a danger.

A small team of Royal Engineers
was tasked to handle any suspi-
cious objects. The sappers dis-
posed of rocket-propelled grenades
and shells, the largest of which was
a 105mm tank round.

Led by Capt Gavin Hatcher, the
team had less dangerous but even
more challenging tasks. They
arrived weeks earlier and were fully
occupied preparing for the arrival of
the main force.

“We've been frantically swinging
between camp construction, provi-
sion of water supplies and bomb
disposal,” said Capt Hatcher. “This
has been quite a challenge: not
normal sappering at all.”



Feature

One of the seven 25-bed wards in the largest
field hospital erected since the Gulf War

Report: Karen Moseley
Pictures: Mike Weston

THE YOUNG female soldier stared up at
the canvas ceiling as a team of medical
officers worked on the remains of her leg.

“This lady needs to be moved to the
pre-operative ward for her stump to be
tidied up,” one of them called, and two
medics immediately appeared and began
preparations to wheel her out.

Her terrible wound was actually a field
dressing soaked in red dye and water,
arranged realistically around the knee
with Vaseline and Plasticine, and the
spurting “blood” came from a valve in a
small plastic tube. The bottom
half of the leg, thankfully still in
one piece, protruded through a
hole cut in the stretcher bed.

The 106-strong team of
medics, nurses, doctors and sur-
geons from 33 Field Hospital
RAMC were practising their
casualty simulation skills during
a two-week exercise at Bordon

only 200 beds to check

Field hospital discovers if
it is ready to join Britain's
rapid deployment force

essential,” he said. “We have learned a
few procedural lessons to make ourselves
more efficient, but it has been a great
success and we are certainly ready. It is
also an ideal opportunity to bring the
whole of the unit together; 51 of
them have recently returned
from Bosnia.”

More than 150 pieces of med-
ical equipment were moved in 58
ISO containers from the unit’s
base at HMS Dolphin, Gosport.
The seven 25-bed wards, inten-
sive care unit, laboratory, X-ray
and medical stores, were housed

: _ Lt Col Chris _
Camp in Hampshire. For the Bajnes, CO 33 under 350 pieces of canvas and
first time since the Gulf War, a  Field Hospital powered by seven generators.

200-bed tented field hospital,
built entirely of canvas, was erected as
part of the exercise.

Lt Col Chris Baines, CO 33 Fd Hosp,
explained that the unit would join the
Joint Rapid Deployment Force (JRDF)
roster on January 1 and the exercise was
being held primarily as a clinical audit to
ensure it had all the equipment it would
need.

“There is no other way to do it, this is

During one nine-hour period
32 “casualties” passed through the
system.

Casualties were stabilised in resuscita-
tion before being sent to the operating
theatre. Capt Sally Hayes, one of the
medical officers, said: “This has been a
fanrtastic opportunity to treat people in
emergency conditions. You do get a feel-
ing of stress seeing overwhelming casual-
ties coming in one after another and

people are playing in real time. It is also
an opportunity to see whether our equip-
ment works properly.”

In the operating theatre Lt Col Timothy
Burge, the plastic and burns surgeon, was
supervising the procedure for dealing with
a chest wound. “You will need a larger
needle holder than that,” he told a medic
sewing up pieces of red sodden gauze that
looked like a gunshot injury. “When you
tie it up put your finger there . . . it’s like
tying up your parcels at Christmas.”

Lt Col Burge, whose war role would be
that of a general surgeon, said: “The aim
of the exercise is to prove we have got the
tentage and can get casualties through.
We need to keep ourselves busy practising
in peacetime so our skills are kept up to
speed in war.”

Comfort has come a long way since the
days of hard beds and scratchy blankets
in field hospitals. Now an American
design enables a patient to have his or her
head or feet raised, and there are cotton-
covered duvets.

During the exercise a new machine was
being tested which would enable digital
images of X-rays to be beamed back to
radiologists at the Royal Hospital Haslar
for diagnosis.

The Gosport-based unit is one of three
Regular field hospitals providing surgical
and nursing support to the Army. It is
able to send eight surgical teams and up
to 200 beds anywhere in the world.
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“Cleanliness being next to Godliness . .. could
you park next to the Bath Unit, Padre?”
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“Well, | thought his burning bush was good,
but the Padre has really excelled this time!”

“Actually it might be more prudent to forgive
our enemies after they’'ve surrendgred!”




Unit spotlight

Turning and burning

Report: Chris Kinsville-Heyne

Pictures: Terry Champion
IMAGINE a situation where, from 8km
away, you can programme 16 missiles with
different co-ordinates, launch them, and
be heading home before they hit their
individual targets.

Three years from now that situation
could very easily become a reality. In less
than 36 months both the Americans and
the British Army will take delivery of the
AH-64 Delta Longbow Apache attack
helicopter, and tactics and doctrine are
already being developed for the Army Air
Corps.

One thing is certain: the introduction of
Apache will have considerable impact on
the job presently carried out by Lynx.

Giitersloh-based 1 Regiment, Army Air
Corps had taken to the fields and skies of
central Germany on exercise with their
squadrons of Gazelle and Lynx aircraft.

“With Apache the corps will be able to
do the same things — but far more effec-
tively,” said Capt Tim Peake, Gazelle
flight commander of 652 Squadron.

Aircraft were lined up on the ground
and several had their rotors turning, wait-
ing for the signal to take off. His voice rose
as engines whined and rotors increased
their work-rate. He leaned forward and
cupped his hands to be heard above the
noise.

“We expect AH to be involved in the
close battle, working with the forward
recce elements of the battle group. How-
ever, it will be able to do so and stand off,
out of range of an enemy air defence
threat. There is also the deep-strike capa-
bility.”

The deep-strike, or deep-ops, would

Army’s pilots have Apache on their
minds as delivery date draws near

take the aircraft 200km
beyond the front line. It is a
high-risk option — but it can
be done with Apache provid-
ed there is a pre-recced area,
a route in and a route out.
The severe damage that can
be done to the resupply and
morale of an enemy sitting
deep in his “safe” rear eche-
lons can only be guessed at.

Aviation can also be used
within the all-arms plan as a
screen or blocking task
force, to delay the enemy
advance.

“We could be used as flank
protection,” added Capt
Peake, “working with for-
mation recce or the close
recce element in the all arms battle group.
We may be called to put in a major offen-
sive Joint Air Attack Team (JAAT) but
that would be co-ordinated by Division.”
He was describing aviation, air and
artillery working on a designated target, a
pre-prepared killing area.

Aircraft took to the sky, buffeting rain
and grass in a halo on the ground.

Wind pumps crop up in Germany with
alarming regularity, their huge propeller-
like vanes swooping around with rhythmic
precision. In low visibility the sudden
presence of an uncharted pump can cause
the pulse to quicken in even the most
experienced pilot.

Having built up more

?;ﬁ il q

REME avionics and engineering technicians at work on a
Gazelle: experience in Bosnia has taught several lessons

than 250 hours (flying
Gazelles, Cpl Julie Wiles
was preparing for that
evening’s work. As part of a
six-aircraft mission, night
vision goggles and maps for
killing area recces and avia-
tion recce patrols (ARP)

were checked . . . and
checked again.
Cpl Wiles always wanted

to fly. Joining 1 AAC a few
months ago was, for her, the
end of one journey and the
start of another.

The unmistakable sound
of a Gazelle filled the air.
Crossing in front, the pilot
hovered easily beside the
forward air refuelling point

Cpl Julie Wiles, Army nurse turned front-line pilot

before allowing the skids on the aircraft to
touch the ground and bringing the rotors
to a halt.

The glistening surface of the River
Weser was fading to black. Clouds that
had blocked the sun all day now produced
a fine haze of rain. Dampness permeated
every corner of the 1 AAC location. Cpl
Wiles had watched the approach, hover
and landing with a
professional eye. ’

“My father was a
pilot, so this seemed to
be a natural thing for
me to do. I have been
nursing with  the
Queen  Alexandra’s

Royal Army Nursin, .
= 4 . Lt Col Gary

Corps for the past 9!/,
yearl: but as Is)oon a: Coward
CO 1AAC

the opportunity arose
to train to fly, I applied. Ideally, I would
like to transfer into the Army Air Corps
from QARANC and then instruct,” said
the 28-year-old pilot. She looked up
towards the clouds, hanging menacingly
low.

“You really have to keep your wits about
you. Visibility can drop very quickly out
here. And watch out for the wind-pumps.”
The Lynx rose into the sky behind her, its
fuel tanks full. Cpl Wiles turned, clutch-
ing her green helmet in her left hand, the

night vision goggles at sharp right-angles

to the smooth surface, and made her way
to the waiting Gazelle. ;
REME SSgt Reg Shaw and his young
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team of avionics and aircraft engineers
were working around the clock. Climbing
over the seemingly fragile aircraft bodies,
they ensured that the general and daily
servicings were carried out and essential
maintenance work was completed. Expe-
rience with 1 AAC in Bosnia had taught
SSgt Shaw several lessons. Exercises were
treated as if they were on operation.

“We work a 24-hour crew system, 24-on
and 24-off. We adapt to cope with whatev-
er situation comes. We stay as pro-active
as we can make it, but,” he added with a
wry smile, “exercises tend to be reactive.”

Dealing with the avionics on the Apache
is a prospect he knows his team is relish-
ing. “An avionics technician in the Army
Air Corps is a career I would recommend
to any young person.”

Exercise regimental headquarters was
situated on the banks of the Weser. Two
432 APCs, back-to-back, with a nine-by-
nine tent in the middle. As with any RHQ,
it was a busy place.

“Practising our role in a high-intensity
conflict is always time well spent,”
explained commanding officer Lt Col
Gary Coward.

“We try to link that to a live-firing exer-
cise in unison with the offensive support
group (OSG) of the division whenever
possible. The OSG has artillery, aviation,
air support and our formation recce, the
Light Dragoons. Right now we are doing
manoeuvre training to lead up to that.

“For 1 Regiment there is a good possi-
bility that we will not get Apache, instead
we will have 24 light utility helicopters
(LUH), basically a Lynx without the
TOW missile system. The training that we
are doing now is vital should we go to war
between now and the time AH is fully
introduced.

“In Bosnia, we learned many lessons in
the peace support arena as well as in avia-
tion. We would have liked to take a more
pro-active role in the surveillance side. We
did to a limited extent with the kit we had
there but you do need better optics and
recording devices to do the job.

“We encountered turbulence in that
part of the world that you don’t find in the
mountains of Wales or Scotland. We are
better aviators for having been in Bosnia.

“We will all be involved in AH. Because
we trickle-post, two-thirds of 1 Regiment
will be directly involved in AH operations,
either flying them or supporting them.”

A pilot walked into the RHQ and spoke
to the clerk. He pointed to a new symbol
on his map. It was a very small wind-
pump.
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One thing is certain:
the introduction of
Apache will have
considerable impact
on the job presently

- . carried out by Lynx

'

A Lynx from 1'Regt AAC hovers above the German countryside




Retrospect

A YEAR OF FAREWELLS

JANUARY

BRITISH Service personnel who helped
the new South Africa to weld together
seven separate armed bodies into a nation-
al defence force receive the country’s
Unitas Medal in recognition of their
impartiality and integrity. The Queen
approves the wearing of the medal. Army
bomb disposal experts from 321 EOD
Squadron RLC make safe a 1,0001b
bomb in the grounds of Belfast Castle.
The second anniversary of Compulsory
Drug Testing in the Army is marked by
the release of figures which indicate the
scheme has been a major success.
Whimsy becomes fact as the Aldershot-
based Combat Service Support Group
adopts the black adder as its emblem. The
serpent, from the television Blackadder
series, was first used as a shoulder flash by
Royal Logistic Corps. troops during the
Gulf War. The Hong Kong Military
Service Corps is formally disbanded at
Stonecutters Island. :

FEBRUARY

Naafi loses the MoD’s £400 million con-
tract to supply food to the Armed Forces
in the UK and Germany. A new five-year
contract is awarded to Booker Food-
service Group.

Units which served during the Gulf
War are ordered to search for nominal
rolls used to record the names of troops
who received inoculations in the desert.
Gen Sir Roger Wheeler takes up his
appointment as Chief of the General
Staff. It is announced that NHS hospitals
are to treat military patients in a drive to
cut waiting times at Service hospitals.
Lack of funds force the Museum of
Army Transport at Beverley,
North Humberside, to close.

The Army Winter Sports
Association celebrates its 50th
anniversary with a jubilee meet-
ing at the Swiss resort of St
Moritz. The Pathfinders re-
connaissance of 5 Airborne
Brigade is to be formally estab-
lished and two Parachute
Regiment battalions are to
be strengthened as changes
that will enhance the Army’s capability
to deploy rapidly are announced. An
MLRS regiment is to be switched to the
Territorial Army, and the fourth batteries
of Regular Army AS90 regiments in the
UK are to be placed “in storage”.

A blueprint for military career struc-
tures and pay and pensions — “The Armed
Forces of the Future — A Personnel Strate-
gy” is unveiled. It recognises the need for

February: AWSA’'s
50th birthday party

P
RECRULTING l
997

“Great news AG . . . | have some
encouraging predictions for 1998.”

a fairer deal for single Servicemen and
women, who will benefit for the first time
from separation allowances while on oper-
ational duties. Following the drawdown in
Hong Kong, Gurkhas will be allowed to
bring their wives and children to the UK
on accompanied service.

MARCH

In a judgement against the Ministry of
Defence, the European Court of Human
Rights rules that Britain’s court martial
system does not ensure a fair trial. The
Strasbourg court held that the present
system violates Article 6 of the European
Convention on Human Rights,
which guarantees the right to
trial before an independent and
impartial tribunal.

In a hard-hitting report, the
House of Commons Defence
Select Committee identifies
low morale and a chronic
shortage of staff as key issues
affecting Defence Medical
Services. The De Havilland
Chipmunk retires from ser-
vice after generations of military pilots had
learned to fly in the 50-year-old aircraft.

APRIL

A 67-strong team of British Army techni-
cians, medics and planners joins the Royal
Marines in Brazzaville, Congo, to take
charge in the event of an evacution of the
260 British expatriates in Zaire, where a
state of emergency has been declared. The

MoD is given a further year to make
progress on improving racial equality
within the Army following a report by the
Commission for Racial Equality.

Five hundred troops from Colchester-
based 24 Airmobile Brigade are put on
standby with Green Goddesses as the
Essex county fire brigade threatens strike
action. The Royal Navy withdraws from
Hong Kong, its last base in Asia, and Maj
Gen Bryan Dutton, Commander British
Forces, welcomes the first advance party
of the Chinese People’s Liberation Army
to arrive in Hong Kong.

The tri-Service Defence Helicopter
Flying School is officially opened at RAF
Shawbury. Itis 15 years since the outbreak
of the Falklands War.

MAY

The Army Sports Lottery, founded less
than 3'/2 years ago, pays out its millionth
pound in prize money. Serving and retired
soldiers are asked to fill in questionnaires
in major new research into Gulf War-
related illnesses. Soldiers of the 1st Bat-
talion, The Princess of Wales’s Royal
Regiment return from Africa as relative
calm returns to Zaire when the Mobutu
government stands down. British troops
have been deployed in neighbouring
Congo and Gabon on Operation Deter-
minant to prepare for any further deteri-
oration in the situation.

Defence Secretary George Robertson

o K £ _
June: Black Watch ceremonial as Britain’s
sovereignty over Hong Kong ends

announces a wide-ranging strategic
review of Britain’s defence into the next
century. Two Army officers, Maj Rob
Wainwright RAMC and Capt Tim
Rodber, Green Howards, help the
British Lions rugby team to a historic
series win in South Africa.

JUNE
The Black Watch and other regiments
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September: the world watched as eight young Welsh Guardsmen carried the flower-

covered coffin of the Diana, Princess of Wales, into Westminster Abbey

play a part in the military pageantry in the
withdrawal from Hong Kong. A world-
wide television audience watches the final
British parade, commanded by Lt Col
Alasdair Loudon, CO 1 BW, take place in
torrential rain. Troops all over the world
take part in the SSAFA Forces Help Big
Brew Up in an attempt to set a record for
the largest tea party and raise funds for the
Services” welfare organisation. The
Queen’s Colour trooped by F Company,
1st Battalion, Scots Guards on the
Queen’s Birthday Parade is adorned with
a wreath in memory of members of the
regiment who fell during the battle for Mt
Tumbledown in the Falklands 15 years
ago.

JULY

Four hundred soldiers of the 1st Battal-
ion, The Staffordshire Regiment, the
UK Standby Battalion, are flown to
Northern Ireland to give the Royal Ulster
Constabulary additional support during
the marching season following civil disor-
der in the wake of a march at Drumcree,
Portadown. It brings to 17,500 the
number of troops in the Province. The
IRA announce an “unequivocal” cease-
fire from midday on July 20.

British troops, widely reported to be
from a Special Air Service squadron,
take part in an action to detain men indict-
ed for war crimes in former Yugoslavia.
One soldier is hurt and an alleged war
criminal is shot dead when he opens fire
on the approaching troops. The Army
Air Corps celebrates its 40th anniversary
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and one ot its Lynx helicopter stars in a
new video released by supergroup Oasis.

RMA Sandhurst marks its 50th birth-
day. The Government announces a “fresh
start” in its approach to illnesses suffered
by veterans of the Gulf War.
Sgt Kelly Holmes, the
Army’s Olympic middle dis-
tance runner, announces
that she is to quit the Service
to concentrate on her athlet-
ics career.

AUGUST

The future of the Guards’
tradition bearskin ceremo-
nial head-dress is called into
question by appeals for more
research into a synthetic

.

Canadian brown bear.

Nineteen soldiers dismissed the Service
for failing a compulsory drug test bring
to 332 the number dismissed so far this
year. More than 50,000 random tests have
been carried out since January 1. Czech
soldiers exercise with British troops at
Sennybridge and at Glamoc ranges in
Bosnia for the first time since NATO’s
newest member nation was admitted.

SEPTEMBER

Six horses of The King’s Troop, Royal
Horse Artllery pull the gun carriage bear-
ing the coffin of Diana, Princess of
Wales from Kensington Palace to West-
minster in a funeral watched by the
world’s biggest television audience. The

k . A
November: more women

in the front line although

alternative to the pelt of the ?‘Lﬂ%y‘:‘;gﬁ.‘;ﬂ?ggﬁ:’

Princess of Wales
Hong Kong

The Chipmunk

gun carriage is escorted by eight soldiers
of the Welsh Guards who act as pallbear-
ers at the Abbey. Soldiers from The
Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment are
invited by Earl Spencer, the Princess’s
brother, to carry her coffin during the pri-
vate burial at Althorp, the family estate in
Northamptonshire.

OCTOBER

A major new Initiative on stamping out
racism in the Army and measures to
encourage ethnic recruiting is ann-
ounced by the Chief of the General Staff,
Gen Sir Roger Wheeler. He says: “If you
aren’t part of the solution, you are part
of the problem.” Significant numbers of
troops deploy to Poland, the Ukraine and
Scotland as the field training exercise
season gets under way.

NOVEMBER

Many more posts will open to women in
the Army from April 1 following moves
which will increase from 47 per cent to 70
per cent the number of jobs available to
them. Only front-line posts capbadged to
the Household Cavalry, Royal Armoured
Corps and Infantry will be denied to
women because the Government does not
believe society is ready to see them in
close-combat roles.

British Army expertise
in land mine clearance,
training and awareness is
harnessed to set up the
United Kingdom Mine
Information and Training
Centre (UK MITC) at
Minley, Surrey. The MITC
aims to be a “one-stop shop”
for guidance and informa-
tion on counter-mine mea-
sures.

MoD assets, listed in
the Government’s National
Assets Register, include
fighting equipment, horses, land, antiques
.. . and a church in Biggin Hill.

With help from a former squaddie who
now owns a timber business, the
Museum of Army Transport at Bever-
ley, which closed in February because of
lack of funds, announces that it is back in
business

DECEMBER

Confidential harassment support lines
open on December 1 under measures
introduced to end racism in the Army.
Changesto military educational all-
owances raise from five to seven the age
at which boarding school allowance may
be claimed.



Who dares . ..

Report: Chris Kinsville-Heyne

Pictures: Mike Weston
THE SET-UP was wrong . . . seriously
wrong. I had come out of the never-
ending turn 12 at about 70mph, glanced
off the right-hand wall, and was facing the
infamous turn 13 on the wrong side of the
track, approaching at the wrong angle.

I was on my fifth “lauf”, or run, from
the men’s start at the Olympic bobsleigh
run in Lillehammer, Norway. The Army
Ice Sports Training Camp was in its final
minutes and I was in trouble.

Was The Widow-Maker, as turn 13 had
been dubbed, about to claim another
victim? For my sake, and the sake of my
brake-man, LCpl Ivor Camblin, bent
double behind me, I really hoped not.

The words of our two-man bobsleigh
instructor, WO2 Pete Gunn, were ringing
in my ears: “Allow the runners up on to the
wall, take the pressure, ease off, take the
second pressure, look for the exit, one steer
and off.” As manager and coach of the GB
Europa Cup team, he made it sound so
simple.

We had started the week from the
“damen”, or women’s, start, further
down the track, near turn four. There
were 12 of us, paired into six bobs. The
first lauf was awesome. No other word to
describe it. Simply awesome. The speed
took my breath away and the adrenalin
rush left me shaking and grinning insane-
ly. Simply to have survived was a miracle.

At one point on turn 10, Ivor, my
brake-man, seemed to be hitting me on

The G-forces had pressed him flat.
Then things went rather quiet...

Bobslang

Sliding - racing down the track

Lauf — a run down the track

Spritz - a fine spray of water on the ice prior
to sliding

Bails - front and rear lumps on the bob that
take the knocks

Runners — four steel blades under the bob-
sleigh

Dresden — top-of-the-range German bob-
sleigh

Podah — next best Italian bobsleigh
Damenitis — fear of moving from women’s
start up to men’s start

The Widow-Maker — turn 13, Lillehammer
Olympic bobsleigh run

Fillet - the ice that leads you into and out of
aturn

Spikes — needle-fine pins set into flat train-
ing shoes for walking on the ice

Kissing the ice —falling over or crashing on
the track

the head. Seconds later I realised it was
the G-force slamming my crash helmet
against the inner rim of our bob.

Now the best word to describe the
inside of a bobsleigh is “functional”. It
weighs about 185kg and is made of fibre-
glass. You control — the word is used
advisedly — the direction of the bob by
pulling on D-rings suspended inside the

cockpit by bungees. The D-rings are
attached to the front axle by lengths of
rope and a tug in either direction will alter
the lay of the runners on the ice. All pretty
straightforward.

The brake-man, or woman, is responsi-
ble for bringing the whole thing to a dig-
nified halt. However, the brake can only
be applied at the very end of the lauf. Its
use at any other time can lead to disquali-
fication from a competition or ejection
from the track. Brake is rather a generous
title for this mechanism, a metal handle
which, when lifted, drives a serrated
metal edge into the ice. Hi-tech it’s not,
but it does the trick.

Two teams had already turned their
bobs over on the exit of 13. We had
watched the video of Capt Mike Boyne’s
aerobatics several times and the stitches
along the left side of Cpl Andy Beattie’s
jaw were a constant reminder to us all.
Two confident drivers had been bitten by
this turn.

We spoke to Mike and his brake-man,
Maj Stuart Cattermull, about the crash.
Every one of us. To glean the slightest bit
of information that would allow us to
avoid a repeat performance.

“I came out of 12 and it was wrong.
And it got worse,” he said simply. He
closed his eyes and “drove the track” in
his mind, body swaying to the turns, voice
giving a running commentary and hands
pulling imaginary D-rings. It’s a bit like
playing an air-guitar and it was something
we all did, especially before starting a
lauf.

His hands stopped moving when he
reached 13. His eyes opened and he broke
into a broad smile. He joked that the only
thing bruised was their egos.

“She just went,” he said. “Nothing I
could do about it.”

We were looking at the track in front of
us. Drivers and brakes alike nodded in
understanding, although none of us really
wanted to find out first-hand what it felt
like to be holding a set of unresponsive D-
rings.

Lt Chris Palmer was Andy’s brake
when their runners parted company with
Planet Earth at 13. The G-forces had
pressed him flat when things went “rather
quiet”.

We had all experienced being brake, so
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we understood. However, bobsleighs are
not quiet machines and the words were
strangely out of place.

“The next thing I knew was I was
upside-down with my body-
weight on my shoulder and
crash-helmet and things
were very noisy
again. A rather un-
usual experience,” said
Chris philosophically.

Apart from some
scratches he was fine,
although Andy was able
to experience personally
the Norwegian medical
system. Sixteen expert
butterfly stitches later he
was ready to get back into
a bob but had to wait until
the swelling went down so
he could get his crash-
helmet on again.

Cpl Annette Holden
and 19-year-old Pte Vikki
Tweddie from 3 Royal
Irish were making mental
notes. They were due to
take their first lauf from
the top of the Olympic run
that afternoon. They had
nicknamed their bob “Girl
Power” and we all hoped it
lived up to its name.

Meanwhile, I just
wanted to get us through

this corner, approaching
at nearly 80mph, without
going into free-fall.

I knew we were on the
wrong side of the track for mph
a clean entry. I hung on,
going in low and fast, mph
trying to take up the pres-
sure on the runners by

Sprint start

Turn 1 — gentle left; 15 mph
Turn 2 - short right, no sweat; 25

Turn 3 — short covered right; 30

Turn 4 — long left, this is getting
serious; 40mph, pulling 2G

Lillehammer Olympic two-man bobsleigh; distance: 1.365km - the driver's view

Turn 5 - short left
Turn 6 — long right

60 mph/3G
Turn 11 — short left

painful; 70 mph/3.5G

Turns 7, 8 and 9 - the Labyrinth
Turn 10 — long left, this one hurts;

Turn 12 - long covered right,

Turn 13 - the Widow-Maker, a long
vicious left; 80 mph/4.5G

Turn 14 - short right; 75 mph/2G
Turn 15 — long tight left. Two pres-
sures; 60 mph/2G

Turn 16 - long covered left. Uphill

Total time: less than 60 seconds

pulling the left D-ring
back, but the bob wanted to rise up the
wall. Somehow I managed to hold it half-
way. The turn was more severe than I
remembered and the G-forces were crush-
ing Ivor behind me.

I could hear his strangled cry of
“Nnnnnggggnnnn” over the roar of
the bobsleigh on the ice . He was suf-
fering.

The first pressure was off. We were
half-way around. If we were going to sur-
vive, this was where it had to come
together. The pressure came back on like
a fist. The bob started to move further up
the ice.

The end of the turn was in less than half
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Okay. So you want to experience
two-man bobsleigh for yourself.
Here’s how:

Contact Lt Col Stephen Rowland-
Jones on Mil: 732 8230 and ask for the
details of the next Army Ice Sports
Training Camp.

a second and I was very close to going air-
borne. I looked left. The wall leading out
of the run was parallel. The exit was
exactly where Pete said to steer off. I
yanked hard on the left D-ring and was
rewarded with the bob dipping towards
the exit. With a roar and a clatter, we were

through. Three more turns — 14, 15, and
16 — were a blur and I was pretty much on
auto-pilot. Ivor hit the brake at the top of
the home straight — and we had made it.
We looked up at the digital timer and lis-
tened for the track announcement.

A voice cut cleanly through the
cold air. “Kinsville-Heyne and Cam-
blin . . . 59 seconds.” Our fastest
time that week. We were ecstatic, The
most incredible adrenalin rush in my
life was over. For now.

We have agreed to meet again at
Igls in Austria for the two-man bob
novice championships. Maybe we will
see you there.
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all for action
ollows Gulf
veteran’s death

Trust can help
make MQ patch
ideas come true

A NEW fund to help activities and pro-
jects of benefit to Service families living
on married quarter patches has been
approved by the Charity Commission.

The Annington Trust was estab-
lished with a £50,000-donation from
the company which bought the MoD’s
MQ estate. Trustees include Col Sir
Tommy Macpherson and Air Vice-
Marshal Sandy Hunter, chairman and
deputy chairman of Annington Homes;
Cherry Milne, chairman of the Army
Families Federation; and other repre-
sentatives of families’ organisations.

First donations are expected to be
made in the spring by the trustees, who
will use income from investments of
around £30,000 a year to fund local
MQ projects and activities.

They are likely to favour smaller
schemes so that support is spread to as
many Service communities as possible.
Grants will not be made where other
sources of funding are available.

@ Applicants should write, describing
the background to their request and the
purpose and size of the grant, to Cherry
Milne, Army Families Federation, Tren-
chard Lines, Upavon, Pewsey, Wilts SN9
6BE, or to The Annington Trust, Anning-
ton Homes Ltd, Colechurch House,

London Bridge Walk, London SE1 2SX.

THE death aged 30 of Gulf War veteran
Paul Carr has “underlined the need for
urgent action,” said Tony Flint, regional
organiser for the National Gulf Veterans
and Families Association.

Paul Carr, who served with The Royal
Regiment of Fusiliers during Operation
Desert Storm, had been an outspoken
member of the association. He had a
brain tumour, bloated joints and liver
problems. His two daughters, born after
his return from the Gulf, have rare heart
disorders. There is no family history of
heart disease.

Tony Flint told News and Views, the
quarterly magazine of SSAFA Forces
Help, that Paul’s death emphasised the
need for action to save lives. A solicitor
acting for the veterans told the magazine:
“Paul is the 27th client to die since we
started on this case.”

SSAFA Forces Help is a source of help
to those who think they may be ill because
of experiences in the Gulf or who are suf-
fering hardship through inability to work.

It can advise on War Disability Pension
entitlement, how to get on the MoD’s
medical assessment programme and refer
people to Gulf veterans’ support groups.

Along with the Royal British Legion,
the Army Benevolent Fund and MPs
from all political parties, SSAFA Forces
Help is represented on the national, inde-
pendent Gulf War Group, which exists to
highlight and pursue Gulf veterans’ con-
cerns. It works closely with the National
Gulf Veterans and Families Association.

About 1,300 Gulf veterans are current-
ly receiving war pensions, 300 of them for
post traumatic stress disorder.

Cari's column looks at
domestic violence and
the measures that can be
taken to stop it. If you
think Cari can help you,
write to her in
confidence, at BFBS,
BFPO 786 or c/o Soldier.

I LOVE my husband

and he’s a good father
but I can’t cope with his moods any
more. He’s drinking more and more and
when he’s drunk he scares me. The other
night he hit me. He didn’t mean to and
he was very sorry but it really frightened
me. If anyone at church found out it
would be awful. — Mrs A (UK).

MY wife is all right

most of the time but
when she gets PMT she’s awful. She’s
said some very hurtful things and some-
times she throws things. She wants a
baby but I'm worried that she won’t be a
good mother. I hate going home when
she’s like that. — Tpr F (UK).

MY husband is very

jealous. I suppose he
has good reason because I had an affair
years ago. If I so much as speak to anoth-
er man I suffer for it when we
get home. I've had enough and
I don’t want the kids seeing me
like this any more. I want to
leave but I've got nowhere to
go. 'm so mixed up but I
daren’t talk to anyone in case
my husband finds out. I’'m sure
my friends know but they’re
scared of him. — Mrs R (BFG).

Cari replies:

Alcohol abuse can cause mood swings
and make existing problems worse, so it
needs to be addressed first. Your doctor
can suggest agencies to which you can
talk in confidence.

Once someone has succumbed to a
violent act — and which of us hasn’t been

tempted to hit out? — it makes it easier to
give in again to the impulse, so it has to be
addressed immediately. It won’t go away.

Call the Army Families Advice Bureau,
which can refer you to a range
of agencies which can help you
in complete confidence and
put you in touch with a padre.
The number is 01722 436 460
or you can write to AFAB, HQ
Land, Erskine Barracks,
Wilton, Wilts SP2 0AG. If you
call out of office hours you’ll
get an answerphone message

Cari Roberts giving the number of a person

on duty to speak to you.

Trying to cope with regular changes of
mood and violent behaviour in your part-
ner is a nightmare and your doctor is best
placed to advise on the cause.

There are many books on coping with
PMT, Tpr F. If you’d like a few titles do
write to me. Your doctor will also be able

( DOMESTIC violence has many forms. It

ranges from physical abuse to the kind
of verbal cruelty which can make life a
living hell for everyone in the family. It is
made worse by alcohol and drug abuse
and it has no place in modern society.
Those who abuse — and both men and
women are capable of it — often do so
because they have physical, mental or
social problems of their own.

Bullies were often bullied themselves.

A

You don't have to live with abuse
Ask Cari . ..

to refer you to sources of help if the prob-
lem is judged to be a psychological one.
Before deciding to have a baby I think
you and your wife should address the
problem. Bringing a third person into the
relationship may just make matters worse.

If you have reached the end of your
tether and need somewhere to catch your
breath, SSAFA Forces Help runs a won-
derful project called Stepping Stones. It
has discreet homes in the United King-
dom where you (and your children) can
go while you sort out how you are going
to manage your life.

Caring staff are on hand with specialist
advice about everything from housing
possibilities to benefits.

Find out about Stepping Stones from
your SSAFA Forces Help office or your
families officer. Or contact your local
branch of the Army Families Federation,
who will be supportive. If you’re unsure
where to find your nearest rep, call the
helpline on (UK) 01980 615 525.

Cari comments:

Many find it difficult to understand why
otherwise sensible people stay with abu-
sive partners but such relationships are
incredibly complicated. Friends who
know someone is being hurt badly and
on a regular basic feel frustrated and
useless. Some are tempted to “shop” the
abusive partner.

The only way in which the situation

can be resolved is if the people involved h
admit there’s a problem — and there is a
lot that can be done, including anger
management courses; medical solu-
tions; and agencies which offer protec-
tion and help rebuild lives. Whether you
are the person being hurt or the one
inflicting pain, find someone to confide
in. And prepare for a big commitment of
time and energy. There are no quick fixes.
@ Cari Roberts presents Counterpoint on BFBS radio.

All you nezd to know

IN the light of media confusion over
changes to education allowances in the
Army which became effective on Decem-
ber 1, the MoD has issued clarification.
Day School Allowance has been
renamed Guardians Allowance but is oth-
erwise unchanged. This is the allowance
paid to enable a child attending a day
school to continue at that school under

St Andrews, a four-bedroom, self-catering
home set up by the Army Welfare Service
Highlands in a quarter in Inverness, is avail-
able for single soldier parents who have con-
tact rights to their children. It is also available
to all soldiers, single or married, for use by
close relatives. The home was officially
opened in November by Brig Charles Grant,
Commander 51 Highland Brigade.

Naafi's first refurbished pub in Germany
has been opened by Maj Gen Archie
Birtwistle. Called Archies, it has been
revamped as a high street pub with large TV
screens, a game zone and a pool area. It also
boasts the new Tommy Tuckers food service.

Just three years after opening, the Royal
British Legion Training Company’s Tidworth
College has achieved public recognition of
practices far above the required national
standard. In addition to the ISO 9001 Busi-
ness Standard award, the college, which
offers second-career training to Service per-
sonnel as well as their wives, husbands and
dependants, has also achieved the Investors
in People award.

A plea from the Women'’s Royal Volun-
tary Service, which supports soldiers in all
sorts of ways: if you are planning a sponsored
event and would be willing to help the WRVS,
contact Mark Smith at WRVS Head Office,

Milton Hill House, Milton Hill, Abingdon,
Oxfordshire OX13 6AF (tel 01235 442900).

Naafi Select’s second mail-order shopping
catalogue has been expanded to 300 pages
and now includes many brand names. Deliv-
ery is free anywhere in the world. Copies can
be obtained from Naafi shops by calling 0345
023 753.

A healthy eating campaign was one of the
many activities on offer at Rheindahlen
Library during a week-long programme
designed to encourage soldiers and their
families to use facilities on offer at the 22
branch libraries in Germany.
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the care of a guardian when the parents
have to move away on posting. It is
intended to cover extra costs of postage,
stationery and telephone calls to the
child, but not to cover or contribute to
day school fees.

The major changes to the regulations
are the ones governing Boarding School
Allowance (BSA), and the one which has
attracted the most comment is the deci-
sion to increase from five to seven the
minimum age at which the allowance may
be claimed for a child.

That decision was taken because the
normal starting age at prep schools is
seven. Parents already claiming BSA for a
child below that age will remain entitled
to the allowance provided they continue
to serve accompanied.

In addition, the MoD has confirmed it
will treat any application for a child to
start boarding at five or six with great
sympathy, particularly where, for exam-
ple, there are welfare reasons, where the
child has special educational needs, or
where the family is posted to an overseas
station which has no suitable schooling.
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about revised BSA

The requirement for a parent to serve
accompanied in order to claim BSA,
which has always existed, is being rein-
forced by the requirement for a certificate
from the individual’s posting authority
(his MCM Division at the Army Person-
nel Centre in Glasgow) certifying that he
may be required to move within five years.

For the vast majority of Army person-
nel, this will be no problem. Claimants
will still have to certify, as they do now,
that they will continue to serve accompa-
nied whenever possible.

Anyone in any doubt about this or
other aspects of the changes must talk
to unit administration office staff,

The other major change is the intro-
duction of a new allowance, BSA (Day),
which allows Service personnel already
claiming BSA for a child to convert the
child to day pupil attendance at the same
school if the family is posted close enough
to the school to allow daily travel.

The allowance is a reduced rate of BSA
and will contribute to the day fees at the
school. It is not a subsidy for Service par-
ents to send their children to local fee-

paying schools. Each child for whom it is
claimed must have spent at least three
terms as a boarder at the school.

The same rules about serving accom-
panied and being certified as having a lia-
bility to move within five years apply to
BSA (Day) as apply to BSA.

BSA, seen by some outside the military
community as an expensive perk, is
regarded by the MoD as an essential
means of giving Army children the conti-
nuity of education which civilian children
regard as an automatic right. But because
of the amount of taxpayers’ money
involved it is essential that rules governing
the allowance are strictly enforced.

Parents considering sending a child to
boarding school should seek guidance
from the Service Children’s Education
agency, part of the Adjutant General’s
Headquarters. It deals exclusively with
the educational requirements of Service
children and can be contacted at HQ
SCE (UK), Trenchard Lines, Upavon,
Pewsey, Wilts SN9 6BE (tel 01980
618244, Upavon Mil 8244) or E-mail
mod.sce.uk@gtnet.gov.uk.
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Report: Kevin Pilley
Picture: Graham Trott
BRITISH soldiers used to smear boot
polish on their faces for night manoeu-
vres. Now they wear after-shave.

Regulation military uniform for
night skirmishes has changed . . . and
so has the area of operations. Under the
command of Maj Tim Kingsberry, OC
C Company, 1st Battalion, The Royal
Gloucestershire, Berkshire and Wilt-
shire Regiment, a small group of skir-
mishers are “on the pull”.

They leave Colchester Barracks for a
drop-off point outside the Sandar Palace,
a curry house in Reading’s London Road.
There the six-man team is given its final
briefing: “Tonight you will make contact
with young people between the ages of 16
and 26. Your mission is to enhance oper-
ational effectiveness through maintaining
high manning levels.”

Bounty cards are distributed.

There is a price on every head in civvy
street these days. Soldiers are on a £250
commission for every person they sign up
who goes on to complete initial training.
The Satisfied Soldier bounty card scheme
is part of a recruitment initiative intro-
duced two years ago to help the Army
overcome manning shortfalls.

To get the message across squaddies are
making incursions into pubs and clubs.

The Army is patrolling the high street
looking for talent. It is called skirmishing.

In just two weeks, members of 1
RGBW have travelled 3,000 miles along
the M4 corridor and dropped in on 145
venues. Skirmishes have taken place at
Carios in Swindon, Churchill’s in Salis-
bury and The Point in Bracknell.

Only casualty sustained by Maj Kings-
berry’s men was when a group of girls
would not let go of one of his privates (a
squaddie, that is). The unfortunate sol-
dier was mistaken for a “Stripagram”
when he stumbled in on a hen party and
the women wouldn’t release him until he
produced his ID card.

Maj Kingsberry explains: “Skirmishing
is not official Army policy. We are the only
regiment doing it in nightclubs and it has
been incredibly successful.”

But he is quick to point out that C
“Coy’s approach was inspired by the st
Bartalion, The Worcestershire and Sher-
wood Foresters Regiment, which came
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RGBW recruiters
target late-night
action ... in

the nightclubs

up with the idea of sending uniformed
soldiers into pubs in its recruiting areas.

“We’ve had 300 approaches and maybe
20 per cent of those will turn into commi-
tal cards. It is not a hard sell . . . we don’t
pursue people around the dance floor or
press-gang them. They approach us.”

Maj Kingsberry’s driver, Pte Stuart
Miller-Hall, says he has been trying to
recruit the bloke in the bicycle shop near
his barracks. “He looks bored. He needs a
bit of action, excitement and adventure.”

Potential recruits are told that the Army
will give them a sense of self-pride and
add to their confidence, maturity and
knowledge of the world.

“On the way to a skirmish we even
signed up an AA man,” said Pte Miller-
Hall, who, before he joined up, was a hair-
dresser in Wokingham.

L@ & & |

It is kicking-out time at the Newt and
Cucumber and more bounty cards are
handed out. The convoy moves on to the
Utopia nightclub. Bouncers break ranks
to let the soldiers through. A military
presence i1s welcome.

Cpl Steve Jones has made his stand and

In the line of duty: soldiers from 1 RGBW
let clubbers play with their Milan in the
Army’s latest recruiting drive

is letting clubbers play with his Imm
mortar. They look through the sight as
the floor shakes to blasts from The Chem-
ical Brothers.

“Oh! What a whopper!” giggles a young
lady called Claire, her night vision unim-
paired by the odd bottle or two of lager.
Nearby, Susan reads a leaflet in the flick-
ering light, hopefully absorbing the fact
that the Army now offers 170 different
trades. Sgt Andy Morris presses his
mouth to her ear to tell her he has 41 days
of paid holiday a year.

In the gallery overlooking the dance
floor, Pte Naz Kheliq asks a girl if she
feels fulfilled. Pte Sean Lentell fires off his
chat-up line about having £655 in hand
every month and only having to spend £9
a week on food. Nineteen-year-old Jaimie
adds her name to the list. She will be sent
information through the post.

It’s getting on for 0130 when the order
is given to withdraw. Fifteen names have
been taken and Naz has done well. But he
is still a long way behind Pte Paul Garlick,
whose silver tongue has already earned
him more than £2,500 in bounties.

Maj Kingsberry is pleased. “It’s like
fishing,” he says. “Sometimes you get a
bite, sometimes not even a nibble. You
don’t have to train soldiers to go into bars
and clubs to talk to people. Skirmishing
works, despite the late nights.

“Last week we saw Leo Sayer live. The
things you do for your country.”
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Feature

For some people the Services Cotswold Centre has meant
the difference between success or disaster . . . yet few
Servicemen and women know anything about it.

Soldier investigates one of the Army’s best-kept secrets.

Report: Karen Moseley

Pictures: Mike Weston
WHAT does a soldier do with himself and
his family when he has nowhere to stay in
Britain in between postings or after being
discharged? Where does an estranged
Army wife go with her children when her
marriage breaks up and she is waiting for
housing?

Deep in the heart of the Wiltshire coun-
tryside there is a haven for Service fami-
lies who, for one reason or another, need
temporary accommodation.

The Services Cotswold Centre offers
not just a comfortable roof over their
heads, but is unique in that it also pro-
vides schooling for children, counselling,
medical facilities and practical advice on
benefits and housing. It could also be one
of the best-kept secrets of the Army - to
the intense frustration of the dedicated
staff who run it.

The centre has dramatically changed
from the days when, as the Lypiatt Fami-
lies Centre, it resembled little better than a
prisoner-of-war camp. Now 40 attractive
chalet-type bungalows and 28 modernised
flatlets, fully furnished and equipped with
cooking utensils, fridge-freezer, cutlery,
crockery, bedding and towels, are avail-
able for less than £2.50 a day.

JUSTIFIABLY PROUD

Televisions can be hired for a small
extra charge, and prams, pushchairs and
bicycles of all sizes are on free loan. With
just a suitcase and a box of food a family
could walk in and pick up their normal
routine of life within minutes.

Lt Col (Retd) Peter Druitt, the com-
mandant, is justifiably proud of what has
been achieved since the modernisation
and rebuilding programme began in the
late 1980s.

He is also worried about Army
cost-cutting measures which could
mean the closure of what has literally
been a lifeline for many families.

“It would be a desperate mistake to do
away with this place,” he said. “It offers
something that is not even available to
civilians and is the only one of its kind in
all the three Services. It also aids reten-
tion, people see it as a bolt-hole regardless
of the circumstances they are in.

“We are keen to be seen as a caring
employer and to close this place would be

sending the wrong message. We are
responsible for our families right up until
the moment they leave.”

The centre offers accommodation to
families who are in transit, on leave, being
discharged, between postings, waiting for
a quarter or wanting to be in the UK
because illness or personal reasons. If a
divorced soldier serving abroad wants to
spend time with his children living in
England he can take them to the centre
for a holiday. Similarly, parents with chil-
dren at boarding school can use it as a
base for half-terms or weekends.

One of the greatest strengths of the
centre, however, is the expertise of the
staff in helping estranged wives through
the first traumatic period of separation.
Lt Col Druitt said that they were careful
never to take a moral stand.

“If a wife does not want to see her hus-
band, that is fine,” he explained. “But we
encourage men to see the children and we
have a special room for that. On the other
hand if she wants him to come and stay
with her here for the weekend that is fine
too — sometimes there have even been rec-
onciliations.”

The main priority is to make sure that
women and children are kept safe and
healthy during their stay before being
helped to move on in their lives.

Neither is there any pressure to make
them leave. One
woman and her chil-
dren left after 11
months at the centre,
others leave after just
a few weeks.

The “hub of the
wheel”, as Lt Col
Druitt describes her,
is Chris Wray-Bliss,
the families’ officer.
Chris’s office is over-
flowing with thank-
you letters from the
many grateful people
she has helped. She is
one of those rare indi-
viduals who really
seems to love the human race, sees good
in everyone and has a desire to help.

“I think our main object is to make sure
everyone feels at home,” she said. “Some
of them have been through the most trau-
matic times and we have to deal with all

g
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sorts of people with a range of problems.
We try to make everyone feel they are spe-
cial.”

It is Chris who contacts units before-
hand to make sure that each wife has at
least £100 spending money to see her

January 1998 SOLDIER

Above — Wendy Ennis with children from
her playgroup — some are there just a week

Left — Home-from-home: Lawrie Hender-
son and her son in one of the chalets

through the first few days. Through her
network of contacts with local authorities
and housing associations Chris finds
housing for those who need it in the areas
they want and, thanks to a good relation-
ship with the Department of Social Secu-
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rity, no one has to visit the local DSS
office — she will do all the paperwork and
sort out the benefits they need.

As soon as a “welfare category” arrives
the Army Welfare worker arranges for a
SSAFA interview to process the request
for a grant for items such as furniture.

It is also thanks to Chris that many fam-
ilies are able to take advantage of the
MoD nomination scheme. As a result,
they are able to go to the top of the list in
acquiring former MoD properties sold off
to private housing associations.

But it is not just the practical side of
Chris for which people are so grateful.
Lawrie Henderson arrived at
the centre from Guterslh with
three children after the break-
down of her 11-year marriage.

“I was terrified at moving
from my home, and I was ter-
rified when I came here,” she
said. “Chrissie came up and
gave me a big cuddle and said
‘you poor love’ and 1 thought,
‘I'm not on my own any
more’.”

Mrs Henderson, who had
been at the centre for nearly
three months, was thrilled at the way the
school had helped her youngest son, who
has learning difficulties. Chris was help-
ing her to find a council house locally.

“This place gives you a chance to get
your head together before going back into
the world by yourself,” said Lawrie. “And
you know you’ll get back-up after leaving.”

UNIQUE AND AMALZING

Many of the staff working at the Ser-
vices Cotswold Centre have been there a
long time, evidence of the belief they have
in the place. Wendy Ennis has been the
play group supervisor for 11 years.

“This is a unique and amazing place,”
she said. “It is the people and the facilities
which make it so. It is also unusual in that
in a civilian playgroup the children would
stay until they are five. Here we have them
sometimes for a day, sometimes for a few
weeks or months. There is not a lot of
continuity, but we keep them busy and
cram lots into the sessions.”

Children have often lost their father,
home, friends and environment when
they arrive, and so everything is kept as
simple and relaxed as possible with mini-
mal form-filling. Children suffering from
cerebral palsy, Down’s Syndrome and
cancer have also come through the play-
group, but Wendy and her team carry on
undaunted.

The centre’s primary school for four to
12-year-olds is funded by North Wilts

The hub of the wheel:
Chris Wray-Bliss

Unique centre is lifeline for families

District Council, an arrangement which
suits both parties. This too is staffed by
dedicated permanent and part-time staff,
who were praised highly in the last Ofsted
report for their ability to assess the chil-
dren and plug any gaps there may be in
the short time they are there.

At the medical centre a warm and
motherly nursing sister, Sister Karen
Reilley, looks after the needs of mothers
and children, taking care of inoculations,
medicines and dressings. A doctor and
health visitor call once a week, and both
Sister Reilley and the Army Welfare
Worker hold certificates in counselling.
She admitted that many of the
problems she has to deal with
are psychological.

“I see my job as being part
of the network of the support
system,” she said. “We deal
with a lot of stress and hurt.
The women are in limbo and
we need to give quite a bit of
support until they realise they
can cope.”

While never quite losing
the feel of an Army camp —
guards on the gate and razor-
wire on top of the fence see to that — there
is an air of a self-catering holiday motel
about the centre. It is situated in 25 acres
of pasture land in beautiful countryside
between Bath and Chippenham and
within easy reach of Lyneham and Brize
Norton.

The many amenities include a hair-
dressing salon, children’s playgrounds,
laundrette, games room, tennis courts,
library and Naafi. The Tavern Bar sells
snack lunches and a coffee centre known
as “The Shed” is run by the residents for
the residents.

A full-time community organiser over-
sees the Tavern Bar and youth club, lays
on summer barbecues, and organises
shopping trips to Chippenham, Trow-
bridge or Bath, and coach trips to Weston
Super Mare and Weymouth.

There is a toy library and a well-stocked
thrift shop supplies clothes on a self gen-
erating basis with no money changing
hands. This is especially useful for women
and children arriving back from some-
where like Cyprus with no warm clothes.

The Services Cotswold Centre aims to
be a home-from-home for people when
they most need it. Everyone who works
and visits there repeatedly uses the word
“unique” to describe the place. For many
it has made the difference between being
able to cope and disintegrating.

Hundreds of cards and letters in Chris
Ray-Bliss’s office bear testament to that.
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Life after'H' B

Interview: Karen Moseley

Main picture: Mike Weston
THE hand-written sign above Sara Jones’s
desk in her pretty Wiltshire home reads
“Learn to say NO.”

It was a stern reminder to herself to
stem the ever-increasing flow of voluntary
work she was being drawn into, but the
sign is rarely seen. It is usually hidden by
files, papers and letters from the bewilder-
ing number of organisations she has, for
one reason or another, said “Yes” to when
they have asked for her help.

A vibrant and attractive woman, Sara
laughs at herself when she points this out,
and ruefully says she does a lot of things
not very well — a view few people would
agree with. There is a boundless energy
about her, an impression you get immedi-
ately when walking through her front
door.

She is polishing a venerable pair of
shoes, organising cups of coffee, directing
the gardener and the cleaner and apologis-
ing for the dust because there is building
going on in her dining-room.

The telephone rings frequently — first
the BBC checking that she would be in
London that evening, next a past chair-
man of the Falklands Families Association
and then one of her adored sons with
plans for the weekend.

RESPONSIBILITIES

Her many responsibilities range from
being chairman of the Falklands Families
Association and president of Hampshire
County Women’s Section of the Royal
British Legion, to sitting as a magistrate
on the Salisbury families panel.

Sara looks like a woman who thrives on
keeping busy and not finding enough
hours in the day. Although she says she
would love to learn to paint and have more
time to tend her garden and ride her 30-
year-old horse, Scrumpy, she admits she
would probably get bored.

“I think my generation is more geared
towards giving something back,” she said.
“There is also a basic instinct of needing
to be needed. But I think I have reached
my limit . . . I just don’t have time to do
anything else, and the trouble is you can
find you are doing so much you are not
doing anything properly.”

It was keeping busy that helped her 15
years ago during the terrible months

It's very, very busy -
‘But | think | have
reached my limit . . .
| just don't have
time to do anything
else, and you can
find you are doing
so much you are
not doing

anything properly’

which followed the death of her husband,
Lt Col “H” Jones, at Goose Green in the
Falklands. He was posthumously awarded
the Victoria Cross when, as CO of the 2nd
Battalion, The Parachute Regiment, he
led his men from the front in one of the
bloodiest attacks of the war.

Named Herbert Jones Junior after his
American father, he was known to every-
one as “H” — even his sons.

A photograph of him, tanned and
smiling, is in her study. It was the last
photograph ever taken of him, just
days before the battle for Goose
Green. Poignantly, it was in a reel of
film found in his camera after he was
killed.

They had been married for 18 years and
had two sons, David and Rupert, now
aged 31 and 28, who both followed their
father into’ The Devonshire and Dorset
Regiment. She loved the life of an Army
wife. ;

“I did not have a Service background —
my father was in the Forestry Commission
—and I found the life fascinating and actu-
ally, very romantic,” she said. “Sadly it
does not seem to be like that now and the
girls find the life difficult to relate to. It was
different then and although some friends
went to university it was very unusual. We
were all trained to do something to see us
through — but we all thought we would get
married.”

Sara went to secretarial college in
Oxford and then worked in the House of

Commons. She first met “H” through
mutual friends when she was 16 and in
love with someone else, but they eventual-
ly married in 1964.

She was grateful for the way the Army
looked after her following her husband’s
death and realised then that she did not
want to completely leave the life she had
enjoyed so much.

“The Army is very encircling — maybe
some people wouldn’t have liked it — but
they looked after me very well,” she
explained. “I think the Army is such a
family, and after so many years you cannot
drop them overnight.

“We were living in Army accommoda-
tion in Church Crookham during the
Falklands War,” she said. “Normally you
are only allowed to stay in quarters for six
months once you are on your own, but I
stayed there for nine. Six months is not
really long enough when you have had a
trauma in your life.”

She decided to move to the Wylye
Valley, just west of Salisbury, an area she
knew from her childhood growing up in
the New Forest and conveniently close to
Sherborne School, where her sons were.
The house, with its gentle pastel colours,
light airy rooms and beautifully-tended
garden, is a reflection ‘of the calm and
direction she has found in her life.

NEVER BITTER

“I don’t think I was ever bitter,” Sarah
reflected. “Bitterness is a horrible emo-
tion. If you are married to a career soldier
the fact that he may be killed is something
you must take as part of your life, but of
course people are always optimistic and
you certainly don’t think about it. In the
’80s we didn’t think about the Falklands —
we were far more worried about Northern
Ireland — so it was terribly unexpected.”

Extraordinarily, neither Sara or her hus-
band realised he was going to war when
she said goodbye to him for the last time.
The battalion was due to sail for the Falk-
lands and “H” flew to Ascension in
advance to sort things out. It was planned
that he would return in a few days.

“He never did,” Sarah said. “So the staff
car came to pick him up and off he went
with me thinking I would see him shortly —
which is probably just as well.

“I think I am quite phlegmatic, and con-
tinuity helped with the grieving process in
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that the life I lived was not taken away
completely.”

As well as her sons joining the D and D
— Rupert is still serving — she has main-
tained links with the regiment by becom-
ing a trustee for both it and its museum in
Dorchester.

Although she still has friends in The
Parachute Regiment, she is not so
involved in the battalion her husband
commanded. Many of their friends are
now retired and she points out, almost
with disbelief, that “H” would be 57 now.

She smiles when asked if she would con-
sider marrying again and one imagines she
has not been short of suitors.

“I suppose so, if the right person came
along,” she said. “But I have always
thought it is better to be on your own than
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Sara Jones and her labrador, Jimmy IV, enjoy a ra

Pt

being with the wrong person — and
anyway, I would be awful to live with, I’'m
so bossy.”

One of the best things Sara felt she did
after being widowed was to visit the place
where “H” died. She went on a trip organ-
ised by the Government in 1983 and has
been back twice since then.

“The first trip was fascinating and very
emotional,” she remembered. “It is diffi-
cult to put into words what it was like,
there was an unreality about it.

“It was important to go. The Falklan-
ders are a special breed of people and 1
feel I have friends there, but it was also
important to know why it happened; it
put things in perspective. Some people
were bitter until they went out and met
the people who lived there and realised

e

re quiet moment in the garden of her Wylye Valley home. Inset - Lt Col “H” Jones

we had fought for the right thing.”

The Falklands Families Association was
formed in 1983 when the families decided
they wanted to keep in touch. Sara took
over the chairmanship last April.

She is also chairman of the Royal British
Legion Poppy Factory, president of the
Salisbury district of St John Ambulance, a
council member of the National Army
Museum and Friends of the Imperial War
Museum, and a governor of her old
school. Until recently she found time to be
a bell-ringer in her village church.

She still gives talks on the Poppy Facto-
ry and the Falklands, and regularly
appears on radio and television. She wryly
acknowledges that the memo she wrote
herself, to say “No” more often, has not
worked.
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otty luck for
icers

First BAOR families
took the rough
with the smooth

A RAGGED booklet among an assort-
ment of dog-eared leaflets and out-of-
date tourist guides in the corner of a
Hampshire junk shop has thrown a light
on the problems faced by wives and chil-
dren who, 50 years ago, joined their sol-
dier husbands serving in the British Army
of the Rhine.

Titled Pamphlet for the Guidance of
BAOR Families 1947, the publication was
produced for Operation Union, under
which families were reunited with soldiers
in Germany, writes Laurie Manton.

In late August, 1946 the first of the
main body of families set sail from
Tilbury for their new homes in the British
Zone. They were preceded by an advance
party of 200 wives who prepared their
reception and accommodation.

Together again after long months of
separation, soldier and family were billet-
ed, according to his rank and the size of
the family, in flats or houses requisitioned
from the Germans.

The pamphlet warned them that the
war-ravaged country would take a very
long time to return to normal and that
shops were empty. Nearly every available
commodity was rationed and sold only to
the German people, so the Army had
made arrangements to deal with all the
needs of family life.

Wives were permitted to take with them
a maximum of just £20 in sterling and
this had to be changed into Allied curren-
cy or British Armed Forces special vouch-
ers, which were the only form of money
used in British-run clubs, shops and
messes in BAOR.

No food was available from local
sources. British families had to rely on
Army rations and the very limited items
the Ministry of Food allowed Naafi to
stock.

Demobilisation had reduced manpow-
er in BAOR to the point that neither the
ration suppliers — the RASC — nor the unit

quartermaster, who broke bulk supplies
into individual rations, could cope with
another ration scale.

As a result, wives and older children
were issued with the ATS (female soldier)
scale, equivalent to 3,100 calories a day,
about 500 more than the ration in Britain.

They were permitted to use only tinned
or dried milk. Consumption of fresh milk
was forbidden because tuberculosis was
endemic in Germany’s herds. There were

Above — On parade: the chinaware issued to Pte
Smith and his family, a reminder of class distinction

Fielding had his hands full at the Forces Study
Centre in Lubeck, where he and his fellow Army
Education Corps SNCOs taught children of BAOR
families until teachers arrived to set up schools

frequent outbreaks of typhoid and para-
typhoid, milk-borne in origin.

Clothing was a problem and wives were
advised to take with them everything they
needed. There were no civilian shops in
Germany from which they could buy
clothes. Naafis could not stock adult
clothing, but tried to make clothes for
infants and children available from time
to time.

Naafi was the only source open to fam-
ilies who needed household items. The
organisation had opened 21 general
stores in the British Zone, but its stock
was limited, reflecting the austerity of the
post-war years.

Spirits could only be issued to officers,
warrant officers and NCOs of the rank of
sergeant and above. A wife was entitled to
a half-bottle of gin a month, while her
husband could have a similar ration of gin
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tion Forces.

plus one bottle of whisky. A few new Volk-
swagen cars were made available, at a cost
of £160 each, to members of the Occupa-
Owners were allowed 270
miles’ worth of petrol a month.

Army wives were not exactly treated as
second-class citizens, but incoming mail
had to be addressed to them care of their

H

PERATION “Union" —
the plan for wives of
soldiers serving in

BAOR to join their husbands
and bring their families with
them — is nearly ready for
launching. By the end of
August the first of the main
body of families will have set
sail from Tilbury for their new
homes in the British Zone.

When they* arrive they will
find that the Army has provided

Britain to this row of houses. In Austriathe family

homes which compare very
favourably with those in Eng-
land, and that an advance party
of 200 wives has already pre-
pared for their reception and
accommodation.

The scheme falls into two main
divisions: the provision of per-
manent homes in flats or houses,
for which the bulk of the applica-
tions have been made, and
temporary accommodation in
hostels and flats for families on
short visits lasting not more than
two months.

Families qualifying for a per-
manent home will be billetted
according to rank of the husband

Left: noihmg old- fushloned about the bath Iub which has a hand
shower, Above' part of the hostel scheme for Private and Mrs. Smith
; will be the communal dining room.

class distinction.

Furniture and household equipment
issues reflected then as now a form of

Officers could have champagne, claret,
liqueur and port glasses; other ranks beer
and port glasses. Officers could draw
bookcases, card tables, clocks, pokers and
electric irons (two each!); other ranks

hospitalisation . .

reunion schemewascalled “Operation Henpeck'.

and the size of the family, and
the minimum scale of rooms will
be: one sitting-room, one dining-
room (in exceptional cases these
may be combined), bedrooms
sufficient for the family, a bath-
room and lavatory and a kitchen.
In some areas families may have
to share kitchens and bathrooms,
while the size and type of home
will vary according to the
district.

Every home will be fittad with
sufficient household equipment to
meet all the housewife's essential
needs. When the private's wife
enters her new home she will
find a well-equipped kitchen with
wash-bowls, dish cloths and tea
towels, an adjustable clothes
drier, a mincing machine, and a
large cupboard for kitchen-ware.
Brooms, scrubbing brushes, a
dustpan, and mops will be stored
in a small box-room, The scale

of crockery, glassware, and cut-
lery “has not yet been finally
decided, “but it will be liberal
enough to ensure that the normal
requirements of a family are
satisfied.

Shortage of materials, especially
linoleum, may result in the floors
of some rooms being stained and
polished, but normally the din-
ing-room will have a six-foot
square carpet on which will stand
an oak-veneered extending table.
A large sideboard, two arm-
chairs, and four Windsor wooden
chairs will tone with the silk-
type curtains,

Where three bedrooms, are pro-
vided, one will have a double or
two single beds, a wardrobe, bed-
side mats, a table and lamp. The
others will be similarly furnished,
but with only one single bed in
each room. All beds will have
linen sheets and woollen blankets,
including one complete change
of bed linen, The acute shortage
of textiles will probably not allow
the issue of cushions.

Some items of furniture in the
homes will have been made in
Germany, others requisitioned or
sent over from England.

Rations will be issued from
Army sources, and wives and
children over 12 will receive
%ths of the scale for Women's
Services abroad, which is slightly
higher than the civilian ration
scale in Britain. Children between
four and 12 will receive ¥1ths of
this scale and those under four
will get Y1ths,

The housewife will be able to
supplement her household equip-
ment and purchase a few extra
foodstuffs, soft drinks, toilet

How Soldier reported details of Operation Union. In Austria the family reunion scheme was called Operation Henpeck

soldiers’ wife and families were given free
. unless the woman was
giving birth. During confinement, she
had to pay one shilling for every day she
occupied a hospital bed.

A curious distinction between the
two elements of the Army involved

husbands, and, said the orders of the
time, “Family personnel had to wear
Union Jack badges at all times”.
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none.
But, unlike officers’ wives, who had to
pay 12 shillings a day while in hospital,

the humble chamber-pot. An officer
and his wife were entitled to one each.
A soldier and his wife had to share. ..

o)



L)

Kevinis

KEVIN CAPON’s last-minute decision to enter a
portfolio in the revamped Army Photographic
Compettion paid off handsomely when he received
the top prize from the Chief of the General Staff,
Gen Sir Roger Wheeler, at the National Army
Museum in Chelsea.

Just hours after walking off with £500 as the
Army Photographer of the Year, Kevin was on an
aircraft bound for Bosnia to begin another assign-
ment with Land Command’s Mobile News Team,
writes John Elliott.

This was the second time in three years that the
former RLLC warrant officer had won the top acco-
lade and it came weeks after he had been made an
associate of the Master Photographers Association.

“It came as a nice surprise and I was more than
happy to receive the prize,” he said.

Commenting on the format of the reinstated
competition, Kevin said he hoped changes to the
rules would be introduced to make it easier to enter.

“I’'m lucky enough, through the Mobile News
Team, to be able to cover all the categories, but
that’s not the case for every photographer in the
Army. While the portfolio is still important, the
Military Operations category, for one, is going to
rule some people out of entering.”

Capt George Griffin, who organised the compe-
tition for the Director of Public Relations (Army),
responded: “We’re flexible and there will be slight
changes next year.”

VERY UPBEAT

Judges Martin Keene, Head of Pictures at the
Press Association, and Ray Lowe, one of Britain’s
most highly-qualified photographers, were very
upbeat about the standard achieved by the Army’s
professional and amateur snappers.

“Some of these images could have gone world-
wide,” said Lowe. “I was impressed by the skill and
the enthusiasm evident in the photographs we saw.”

The Soldier-sponsored monochrome category

Above — Chris Fletcher’s winning
shot of the adjutant’s horse at
Sandhurst

Right — Cpl Paul Brownbridge's

picture of a soldier on exercise in
Cyprus will be used in Army pro-
motional material during 1998

Above - The big pic-
ture: Kevin Capon,
with his winning port-
folio on a video
screen at the National
Army Museum

Roll of ke

Army professional pho-
tographer of the year (spon-
é:red by Ni_kon UK Ltd): K D
HQDSQHQA%?(‘)EO I_\!ews Team, Electronically-enhanced
e data > r!tmner-up image (Gilroy Corporate
v 5? 3215%) rﬁg; F gomrr!unications Ltd): wo2
e o Ber ‘gn_y S Bristo, Chief Photographer

bridge, HOBF bl ?aom l;?:d. Minolta APS

Ll i

Joseph,acheshr're V), £2
of equipment. i

Left — PR picture of
the year. Sgt Brian
Gamble’s delightful
study of a Northern
Ireland schoolgirl and
her impromptu escort

went to a shot of the adjutant’s horse in Old Col-
lege, RMA Sandhurst, taken by HQ 4th Division
MoD photographer Chris Fletcher, whose work
has often appeared in the pages of the magazine.

In fact, most of the prizewinners are names famil-
iar to those who read the picture credits in Soldier.
One of them, Cpl Paul Brownbridge, based with
HQ British Forces in Cyprus, took the Image of the
Year category with a colour-saturated picture of a
soldier on exercise.

Brig Robert Gordon, DPR(A), who introduced
the prizewinners,revealed that a photograph which
won a valuable third place prize had been submitted
without the photographer’s knowledge. Not that
WO2 Alan Joseph of 3 Cheshire was complaining as
he won equipment worth £250 donated by Method
Publishing. With details of the 1998 competition

Amateur photogra

pher of
the year (Fuji Photo Film
(UK) Ltd and Vickers

Defence Systems): Lt Col S P

Hodder, CO 32 Engr Regt
£500; runner-up, Cpl F G :
Proctor, 1 BW, £225; highly
commended, Maj N | F Apple-
ton, 150 (V) Tpt Regt, and Bdr
R W Leyland, 40 Regt RA.

Army image for 1998
(Method Publishing Compa-
ny Ltd): Cpl P M Brownbridge
HQBF Cyprus, £500 of equip- :
ment; runner-up, WO2 A A

Left — On the other side of

Monochrome Sold
CJ Fletcher, 4 Di\(r, £1 Sgegnd
annual Subscription; highly
commended, CSgt C W R
Phillips, 10 Para (V).

PR photographs SSve):
SgtB P Gamble, HOg\II, vidg'o
camera; runner-up, MajR W
tBafla\.ran, Merseyside ACF, digi-

camera; highly commend-
ed, C J Fletcher, 4 Diy. -

Best overall photo
graph
(Kodak Ltd): LCp| R
1 Hidrs, £250, |- e

the camera for a change, all the winners — (clockwise from top
left) Chris Fletcher, WO2 Pete Bristo, Lt Col Steve Hodder,
Kevin Capon, LCpl Paul Brownbridge and Sgt Brian Gamble

likely to be published in the spring, the message to 7 ‘ :
all Army photographers, amateur and professional, Split-second timing was the key to the best overall photograph, takenby [ # ”
is: start thinking about your entry now. LCpl Bobby Nelson on Otterburn ranges : Q%M ——
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Grammar [ . .
School The Duchy Grammar School is Cornwall’s longest established i
Tln co-educational day and boarding school for pupils aged 3-18 years. E"Ccnilglgsm g;a;gopoaﬁgtg?\:gmg EDGBASTON
@ Teacher to pupil ratio of 1 to 9 Hetwork mainiline Tailland A recommended and ISJC accredited
@ Small Classes Birmingham International Airport. s;eap:ra:;olry Sc;c;ol:;r boy and girl
AT : : New Science laboratories, Design- raers from / to 13 years.
: 1;00‘27: GC;S'brpm; ra!zm G axyect Technology and Computer Centres. w_a"'?‘ SEQIICQ faT'"E:’S- i
Sports activities for a SUPERB SPORTS CENTRE High academic standards an
@ 100% University entry from 6th form NOW OPEN attractive recreational facilities
® Bursaries and Scholarships available in‘delightiul surowndings.
L X ’ _p‘ e ] . : For a prospectus or to visit, please contact:
® Wide ranging extra curricular activities for all 1 2 LA Thie Headmastsr.
For further information plaease contact: ) 2 e, & “""ﬁm__rj ! Eggbsal:!eogoat SEHe,
N[l\u‘hfliu'l F}:?]cr M.Sc., Cerl,Fjd,. Headmaster, Thc Duchy Grammar School, - - F 21 £ 1 i ] b Birminghar B17 OHR
Tregye, Carnon Downs, Truro, Cornwall TR3 6JH 4 i [ 1 illA Tel: 0121-454 1425
Telephone: (01872) 862289 D /N ot ) Fax: 0121-454 7757

Fieg\stered Charity No. 528805 providing a boarding education of quality for boys and girls

PHOENIX WORLD
A full range of pewter and “cold

cast bronze” figurines, car grill MOFFATS SCHOOL

badges and tankards to suit your for BOYS & GIRLS 4to 13 +
needs. A happy family school in beautiful countryside
on the SHROPSHIRE/WORCESTERSHIRE border
COMMISSIONS ACCEPTED. proud of our long association with Service families
MR107 ® Over 90% of our pupils are full boarders
(25cm) ¢ Small classes; high all-round achievement without stress

£55.93 ¢ Expert help and support for dyslexia and other special needs

® Classwork balanced by many activities incl. music, art & drama
® All games and riding taught in our 100-acre grounds

® Our own escorts to and from major stations and all U.K. airports

® Hospitality and fun for children in at half-terms and exeats

Send crossed Cheque/P.O. with order or S.A.E. * INTELLIGENCE CORPS SCHOLARSHIP & SERVICE BURSARIES
“Cold cast bronze” for hroghure,

PHOENIX WORLD REPRODUCTIONS Kinlet Hall

437 Valley Drive, Gravesend, Kent DA12 SUE. Nr Bewdley Tel: (01299) 841230

Tel: Gravesend (01474) 365511 Wores DY12 3AY

Fax: (01474) 537166

s HM /s
gi5sa PRISON SERVICE

HM Prison Service is now seeking women and men aged between 191/2 and 491/2 from all ethnic backgrounds with the
right qualities to train as Prison Officers for the London Area and Kent. As a Prison Officer you will have to deal with
many situations where there are simultaneous demands to maintain security and control while remaining sensitive to the
needs of the prisoners. It is a demanding role for which you will receive excellent training, some of which is residential.

A fulfilling career for graduates.

Applicants must possess a minimum of 5 GCSEs at grade A-C, including English Language and Mathematics or equivalent (eg, a
complete GNVQ at intermediate level or complete NVQ level 2 with NVQ skills in numeracy and communications at a minumum of
level 2. Some forces qualifications are also acceptable. Candidates will be required to produce original certificates as proof of these
attainments, copies of which should be attached to your application form. You must also meet a basic selection standard in respect of
character. health, eyesight and fitness.

In addition to the academic qualifications, we are looking for people with a range of interpersonal skills. Abilities to communicate
and assimilate information effectively are essential. You should also possess good listening, assertiveness, influencing,
negotiating and verbal communication skills.

Starting salary is £14,791 rising to £20,400 per annum plus London Allowances where applicable for an average 39 hour week
(Shift work). You will also recieve 22 days’ holiday pay rising to 25 days after 1 year’s service plus 11 day public and privilege
holidays per year.

You can obtain an application form and competencey based questionnaires from: Recruitment and Selection, HMP Belmarsh,
Western Way, Thamesmead, London, SE28 OEB, Tel No 0181 317 2436 Ext 235/238.

People who have already taken part and were unsuccessful in a Prison Officer Job Simulation Assiessment Centre in the last two years need not apply.

THE PRISON SERVICE IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES EMPLOYER.

@ January 1998 SOLDIER




Kitstop

On course
for cut-price
GPS gismo

Reports: Graham Bound

HAND-HELD global positioning sys-
tems (GPS) have been around for a while
now and, although not on regular issue to
any Army units (that we know of), some
soldiers have splashed out the hitherto
considerable amount of money needed to
buy these amazing little boxes of tricks.

For those still struggling with compass
and sextant (experts say we should contin-
ue to use the old methods as a back-up,
because electronic kit can fail), GPS uses
signals from American satellites orbiting
12,000 miles above the Earth to tell the
user exactly where
he/she is on the
globe. They do
other things as
well, such as give
an accurate course
towards a given
destination or record the position of
something you may wish to return to (. . .
no more wandering around the Sainsbury
car park).

But the catch has been the cost. The
little hand-held receivers and computers
have varied in price between £600 and
£150; bevond the pocket of most soldiers

We've got a
Pioneer to

give away.
See Page 66

Super sensitive antenna for

superior signal tracking

Steering
screen points
you in the right

direction.

and outdoor enthusiasts. Scrolls you
Cue the latest GPS: the through
Magellan Pioneer. When three, easy-
it comes on the UK to-follow
market in January or navigation

February the Pioneer
will cost about £80,
making it the cheapest
GPS ever and bringing
the technology well
within the reach of most
of us.

What makes this new
kit even more exciting
is that there has been
no trade-off in sophisti-
cation and design. The
liquid crystal display is
simplicity itself to use
and, weighing less than
seven ounces, it is truly
a palm-top unit. The
Pioneer will run continu-
ously for 24 hours on two
AA batteries, while optional extras allow
it to be mounted in a vehicle or used in
conjunction with a computer hunting
game which, presumably, hones the user’s
navigating skills.

screens

Easily mark a
position for
future use

Easy-to-read high
contrast display
with backlight

Rocker keypad for quickly
naming and selecting saved
landmarks

rubber

a sure grip
g in any
weather

Takes you
quickly and
easily to
any of 100
user-stored
landmarks

, Displays

“ landmark,

route, setup,
time and

battery gauge

menus

Key guard ensures your
receiver does not turn
on accidentally

The Magellan Pioneer GPS unit. All the features you
need at an affordable price

Expect to see the Magellan Pioneer in
the specialist shops soon. You can also call
Magellan Systems International Ltd on
0131 6651186. They are offering a special
discount to soldiers.

BRIDGE OF SIZE

THE ARMY’S new Close and General
Support Bridge System, the Vickers-man-
ufactured BR90, has entered service with
the delivery of the massive mobile kit to
three Royal Engineer regiments in Ger-
many.

BR90 is effectively a mix-and-match
system, carried on three tracked and

wheeled vehicles. The sappers can call on
bridge units capable of spanning 26, 14.5
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The largest variant of the BR90 bridge is manoeuvred into place along a massive girder. It can be put in place in under 30 minutes

and 12 metres, and if these still leave the
tankies and truck drivers scratching their
heads and gazing at a daunting gap, a com-
bination of BR90 units can be used to span
as much as 60 metres, more than the width
of a football field.

The shorter elements of BR9OO are of the
folding “scissors” type, while the longer
unit employs a telescopic girder-like rail.
This is extended over an obstacle before

the sections of bridge are manoeuvred into
place along it.

Thanks to the use of aluminium alloy
panels, the system is surprisingly light,
making it possible for just ten skilled men
to deploy a bridge in under 30 minutes.
But there has been no compromise in
strength. Wheeled and tracked vehicles
with a total weight of up to 70 tonnes can
rumble confidently across the BR90 spans.

icture: Vickers Defence Systems

Wraparound

armoring for



FOOTBALL

Navy scuppered
... at long last

Army 3, Royal Navy 2
A CHANGE of system allied to a superb all-round team performance helped
the Army to settle old scores with the Royal Navy at Plymouth in the South West
Counties Championship, writes Derrick Bly.

All too often in the past two seasons
clashes between the two old adversaries
have been won by the Navy. The perfor-
mance was the best of the season and a tri-
umph for LCpl David Hope, who went to
the top of the goal-scorers’ chart with his
second hat-trick of the season.

LSgt Paul Fagin and Sgt Dyson formed
a formidable partnership in the centre of
the defence and there was some disap-
pointment in the Army camp that they did
not reach the interval more than a goal in
front after reverting to a 4-2-4 system and
dominating the first half.

Massey Trophy

TOP spot in the Massey Trophy Inter-
Corps football competition is held by the
RLC, with the Infantry breathing down
their necks. Recent results include: R Sig-
nals 5, RAC 0; RE 1, Infantry 2; R Sigs 3,
AGC 2; AMS 3, AAC 5; RLC 3, AGC 1;
APTC 0, RE 8; RAC 2, Infantry 3; RLC 8,
RAC 1; APTCO,RI.C11; AAC 1,RAC9.
The latest Massey Trophy league table:

P WD L F A Pts
RLC 5 5 0 0 3 3 15
Infantry 5 5 0 0 17 5 15
RE 4 3 0 1 20 4 9
RA 2 2 0 0 12 1 6
RSignals 2 2 0 0 8 2 6
AAC 5 2 0 3 12 27 6
AGC 5 1 0 4 13 13 3
REME 1 0 0 1 2 3 0
RAC 3 0 0 3 3 16 0
AMS 4 0 0 4 4 22 0
APTC 4 0 0 4 0 30 0

SPORTS LOTTERY

Prize fund boosted

ARMY Sports Lottery ticket sales have
passed the 22,000 mark and prize money
was increased to £8,000 a week with effect
from December 6. First prize is
unchanged at £3,000, second rises by
£100 to £1,600 and prizes for third to
eighth place go up by £100 or £200. A
ninth prize of £100 has been added.

Army
drops

THE ARMY parachute team flew the
flag for Britain during the first interna-
tional air games held in Turkey.
Parachutists representing a cross-sec-
tion of regiments and corps competed

against teams from 45
other countries, achiev-
ing seventh place in the
eight-man formation sky-diving event.
The team broke the previous British
record, which had stood since 1987.

As the event, billed as the Olympics of
aviation sports, was open to civilian as
well as military teams, Army skydivers
faced stiff preliminary competition for
the right to represent Britain. The sol-
diers clinched their place when they won
the 1996 British national championships.

Thanks to TV coverage, international
audiences, as well as the parachutists
themselves, were able to enjoy the
remarkable spectacle.

The British team made repeated jumps

PARACHUTING

from Turkish Air Force
CSA 235 aircraft, but
suffered an early frustra-
tion when an aircraft door jammed. They
had to return to earth with parachutes
still packed. From then on competition
went more smoothly and the skydivers
were able to spend long and breathtaking
seconds in freefall. Points were awarded
according to the number of different for-
mations that the team was able to build
during ten jumps. First place went to the
American team.

Army parachuting at an international
level depends on commercial sponsor-
ship and a major financial commitment
from the skydivers themselves. Team
leader Maj Andy Allman said that spon-
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Members of the Army parachute team
convene a meeting at 1,500 ft

sorship from Army Sport Control Board
and the Army Parachuting Association
had been vital, but he estimated that each
team member had spent more than
£12,000 on the sport during the past three
years.

“Some of the soldiers have really strug-
gled and I don’t know if we can sustain
this,” said Maj Allman.

“If we are to compete at the 1998 World
Parachute Cup and the 1999 World Para-
chute Championships, we will need a lot
more sponsorship.”

@ Potential sponsors can contact Maj
Allman on 01980 678245.

Safely back on the ground after a training jump are (left to right) Maj Mark Davis, Gnr Lee
Love, Maj Andy Aliman, Capt Sarah Laughton, Bdr Bill Morris, Sgt Andy Scoll, Sgt Chris
Allen, WO2 Mark Whitehead and Sgt Karl Lester
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Advertising

PRION BOOKS READER OFFER
were requested to make their cheques/POs payable to ‘Soldier Readers Offer’.
e owe a 0 o They should be made payable to ‘Prion Books Ltd’.
- - -
. Soldier competition results
our soldiers who
for the competition was the first drawn; he is the lucky recipient of
- a Nicam stereo video recorder.
I t 0 r u s The answer to the competition, conducted over three issues, was
- ARTHUR.
In our November issue we offered readers the chance to win a
copy of Paul Kerr’s book The Crimean War. The first five correct
entries drawn were sent in by: R Harding, Evesham; M Burgess,
A Parker, Hove.
The answer was: 1853 to 1856 (from the outbreak of war to the peace
agreement in 1856).
No correspondence can be entered into.
Ashridge Ceramics
Superb quality full colour crested giftware.
Individual owners or larger quantities
for units and organisations. Inscriptions for
presentations, etc.

The December issue of Soldier featured a reader offer for Prion Books. Readers
Congratulations to Mr MacDougall of York, whose winning entry
THE CRIMEAN WAR
Doncaster; A Price, Swansea; J Pheasant, Nottingham, and
Thank you to all those who participated in both competitions.
Finest bone china tankards, mugs, boxes, plates, etc.
Best quality and best price

For details phone/fax: 01395 232956.
Ashridge, Exeter Road, Woodbury, Devon EXS5 1JY

“Along O’ My Old Brown Mule”

RUDYARD KIPLING

More RAVC history 1944 - 47
By Major JD Parkinson RAVC & Capt RB Hornby RAVC

This is a tale of adventure and service by two young veterinary
...guarding our freedom and protecting our surgeons abruptly transferred from practice in rural England to war
children’s future. Some fall on hard times. in the Far East; it is one of which they, their profession and their
Corps may be justly proud’.
We need your help to help them. e TS
From Brig GR Durrant’s Foreword
A donation, a covenant, a legacy or through T =

_ 1 1
the Payroll Giving Scheme to : ORDER FORM :
The Army Benevolent Fund will heIp soldiers, : To: Holden Publications, PO Box 83, Lancaster, LAl 1FZ :
. . T . 1 1
ex-soldiers and their families in need. 1 I would like to order ........... copies ofi- !

3 ”

- - - — — — — — — — — ' “Along O’ My Old Brown Mule |
To: The Army Benevolent Fund, Dept. SOL, 41 Queen's Gate, London SW7 5HR : by Major JD Parkinson and Capt RB Hornby :
}Ne owe adlot to the soldiers who f‘oughtlj?‘pard forfurr:'_reednmgnq our 1 :

uture and continue to protect us. | would like to make this contribution to [ . _

| help those of them whgare in need. | : UK Price:  £11.00 per copy + £2.50 p&p = £13.50 :
| enclose a donation of  £10 (] £15 (] £25[] Other £ 1 _ |

l Please charge my Access/Visa/CharityCard No. . | : EUROPE:. £11.00 per copy + £2.50 p&p = £13.50 :

[T TTTT] [TTTT] ! ' '
L1 i I . = i & R 1

I [] Please send me details on making a legacy or how | could donate through Payroll Giving. | : OVERSEAS £11.00 per copy +£5'DO p&p - L 16.50 ]I
[ Please sztnd me A2 colour posters showing cap badgas : PLEASE RETURN THIS ORDER FORM TOGETHER II

I of Today's Army.lenclose £ (£2 percopy inc. p&p). | 1 1

1 WITH YOUR REMITTANCE FOR £.....cccvvuaeee H

| Signature Name | i i
Address 1

| Postcode — I :

Data Protection Act: We may occasionally wish to contact you about our work :

| If you would prefer that wa do nat, please tick the box [ Registerad Charity No 211645 ] 1

I_THE ARMY BENEVOLENT FUND |
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Forwards run

Easterns ragged

AFTER mixed fortunes in the run-up to
their first county championship game, the
Army Under-21 rugby side enjoyed a one-
point victory over Eastern Counties at
Aldershot, writes Tom Wye.

In their build-up matches, the young
soldiers had lost to Sandhurst, the Welsh
Exiles and Cambridge and beaten Nor-
folk.

As usual, there were severe difficulties
getting a team together and just an hour
before kick-off against Eastern Counties it
was still not certain the Army would be
able to field a side. A late arrival enabled
the game to go ahead, albeit with only two
of the permitted seven replacements on
the bench.

Fortunately, technique and heart was in
abundance and the Army dominated the
first half against a much heavier pack. A
fine display of kicking by Spr Mullany,
who kicked four out of four penalties and
linked with Spr Morgan to score a try,
gave the home side a major advantage.

Eastern Counties responded with three

penalties to make the interval score 17-9
to the Army.

A try by the rampant ATpr Woodhouse,
playing at No 8, was the reward for a
period of play dominated by him and his
fellow back row, Spr Tomlinson and Gnr
Soper.

As the Army relaxed, the visitors scored
two tries to pull the full-time score back to
22-21.

This well-deserved win was the first in
the county championship by the Army U-
21s for a couple of years.

Nine team changes later the Army
youngsters took on a powerful Kent U-21
side at Chatham and conceded six tries in
losing 32-3 to a team which had destroyed
Hertfordshire by more than 50 points the
previous week.

The county championship finished on a
high note for the Army U-21s when they
beat Hertfordshire 37-8 to end up second
in the league, their best performance for
vears. The players take on the Royal Navy
and Royal Air Force in the New Year.

Lumsden is the master

ALTHOUGH seven of the top ten places
in the 100-target Down-the-Line shoot at
the Army clay target championships were
filled by the Royal Irish contingent, top
spot went to WO1 Gordon Lumsden
(RS).

Pte Davey Smyth took the honours in
the English skeet competition after a
shoot-off with WO2 Darrell White (LI).
Fifteen of the 50-plus competitors scored
more than 90 out of 100.

In a very close 100-bird English sport-
ing competition, shot in misty rain, Sgt

Simon Arbuckle (RMP) won by a single
clay.

Lumsden won the Olympic skeet event
and Cpl Ian Caldwell the Olympic trap.

When scores were tallied to produce the
Army’s all-round champion, Gordon
Lumsden emerged as the outright winner,
ahead of runner-up White and SSgt Tony
Masters (RA) in third place.

For more information about the Army
Clay Target Shooting Association and its
courses, ring Maj Tony Higham, HQ 4
Div on Aldershot Mil (722) 2454.

L e e
Gus leads Service fishermen at Dover

ASSOCIATE member Colin Pack won
the overall title at the Army angling cham-
pionships fished over the Channel Tunnel
infill site under the White Cliffs of Dover,
with LCpl Gus Angus the best-placed
serving soldier.

The weather was atrocious, as it was on
the second day when the competition
moved from Samphire Hoe, as the infill
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area is known, to Walmer beach. Sgt Ian
Lambert and WO1 Paul Curtice finished
second and third in the serving category.
Angus and Pack were the pairs champi-
ons.

The competition was used to prepare
the Army’s 15 top anglers for the Inter-
Services match against the Royal Navy
and the Royal Air Force.

irish win battle of
Palace Barracks

BOXERS from 7 R Irish won a place in
the Northern Ireland Grade 3 finals when
they overcame 2 LI by five bouts to four.
Both battalions are based at Palace Bar-
racks, Belfast. Trailing 1-3 at one stage, 7
R Irish won the next four contests to make
the final.

LCpl Paton (7 R Irish) scores against Pte
Rufus (2 LI) at Palace Barracks in Belfast

Minor boxing final

THE final of the Minor Units inter-team
novice Grade 3 boxing championships will
be between 9 Para Sgn RE and 59 Indep
Cdo Sgn RE at the Maida Gymnasium,
Aldershot on March 19.

Iwan’s Bovington test

IWAN Thomas, Britain’s 400m Olympic
silver medal-winner, took part in a gru-
elling log race when he visited recruits in
training at the Royal Armoured Corps
Centre at Bovington. He also drove a
Challenger 2 tank over the centre’s cross-
country circuit. Iwan was there at the invi-
tation of Sgt Martin Blade, a fellow Team
Solent athlete.

Marathon loggies

THREE loggies, Maj Peter Knoll
(UKSC(G)), WO Sandy McAulay and
Sgt Craig Forster (both BOD Bicester)
completed the annual US Marine Corps
Marathon in Washington DC. Run in
heavy rain, the event attracted 18,000 ath-
letes to a course which took in the Penta-
gon, the White House and the Lincoln
Memorial.

RLC badminton

PTE Natalie Jackson of 2 CS Regt RLC
won the singles at the RLC badminton
championships and teamed up with Pte
Edele Turner to win the women’s doubles.

Squash champions

THE Royal Logistic Corps A team won
the 1997 Inter-Corps squash champi-
onships contested by 20 teams and more
than 140 players in Winchester. Second
and third were RE and AAC, separated by
a single point, with REME a further point
behind. AGC were fifth in Division 1.

®



Picture: Capt Jim Gallagher

Picture: Sgt Summerell, HQNI
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CROSS-COUNTRY

SSgt Mandy Purves of Telford-based 123 Ammunition Squadron celebrates her victory in
the women'’s section of the five-mile Donnington fun run. Organised by Cpl Donna Scaife,
of 241 Signal Squadron, the event involved nearly 100 soldiers and their families and raised
more than £500 for Birmingham Children’s Hospital and a local school

Relay runners get
there in the end

RESULTS at the Army cross-country
relay championships at Twesledown took
a bit of working out after it was discovered
that two units, each with more than one
entry, split their vest numbers between
their teams.

And to further complicate the issue,

Sgt Rod Finch crosses the finishing line to
record the fastest individual lap

another unit ran their last-leg runner first,
their third leg second and their first leg
third. Race administrators burned the
midnight oil to produce accurate results.

What was indisputable was the day’s
fastest lap. That went to British interna-
rional SSgt Rod Finch (AGC), who
lapped in 14min 19sec. OCdt James Mayo
(RMAS) recorded 14:27 and Sgt Kenny
Butler (5 AB Bde Log) 14:30.

Winners of the team race were 5 Air-
borne Brigade Log Bn, followed closely by
Finch’s 7 (Para) RHA quartet and BAD
Kineton in third place. RMAS were
fourth and 3 (UK) Div HQ fifth.

Minor unit honours went to 216 Para
Sig Sqgn, with HQ 4 Div second and Cdo
Ord Sqgn third. Central Engr Park were
fourth, just ahead of the Gurkha Training
Wing from Church Crookham.

The women’s rdce was won by RMAS A
team ahead of RMAS Permanent Staff
and the RMAS B string. Fourth were 7
Tpt Regt. Pte M O’Connor (AGC
Centre) ran the fastest leg, recording
16:49, with Sgt Sue Sharp RMAS (PS)
second fastest with 17:13.

Church Crookham’s Gurkha Trg Wing
won the junior race ahead of AAC Arbor-
field and 1 Green Howards. AT K Shep-
herd from Arborfield was quickest in the
race with 15:12.

Called

CASUALLY-dressed in a polo shirt and
track-suit bottoms and sitting at his
kitchen table, 32-year-old Matthew
Fleming, Kent and England all-rounder,
president of the Professional Cricketers’
Association, former Greenjacket officer
and great-nephew of James Bond creator
Ian Fleming, was having lunch.

He was surprisingly relaxed consider-
ing he had just been selected to play for
England this winter.

“To be honest, I didn’t expect to get
into the side, it’s just a huge bonus. I
joined Kent in 1989 straight after leav-
ing the Army and I’ve been in the first
team for the past seven years,” he
explained.

After school at Eton, initial career
advice came in the form of a paternal
chat. As an ex-Grenadier Guardsman
and someone “not to be messed with”,
his father advised a short service com-
mission in the 2nd Battalion, The Royal
Green Jackets. The experience left a last-
ing impression.

“I’'m very proud to have been a Green-
jacket. They are a serious regiment and
the soldiers are very serious people.

“l was very naive when 1 went to
Northern Ireland. It was a big first post-
ing. Sink or swim. As Recce Platoon
commander I had some of the best sol-

|
i
i
|
|

England pair in form

England veterans cross-country squad run-
ners Capt Lyn Higgs (APTC) and Capt Steve
Lonnen (RLC) catch their breath after their
individual victories in the open races at an
international cross country event at Bally-
mena, Northern Ireland
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diers in the battalion . . . and the
best Greenjackets are very good.

“While I was in the Army I was
still turning out for Kent when the
chance arose and I played against
them in the Army and Combined
Services matches.

“I’'m married to the sister of a
fellow officer and I keep in touch
with all those with whom I joined.
They are very good at keeping my
feet on the ground.”

He follows developments in the
military with a keen eye and has
firm opinions as to its future.

“] think we have a fantastic
Army. The regimental history and
tradition is fantastic and it is
second to none. Joining the Army
is like joining a family. Especially
a regiment like The Royal Green-
jackets, who are very good at
making you feel welcome.

“But you never really leave,
your involvement simply lessens. So you
follow it with interest and a great deal of
concern in times of trouble.”

His own career took an interesting turn
recently when he was called to another set
of colours . . . England’s for the winter
tournament in Sharjah against India,
Pakistan and the West Indies. “It will be

Matthew Fleming . . . the Army, Kent and England

my first time in a full England team and
the first winter I will be away. It is easier
for me than it is for my wife, Caroline,
whao has our three voung children to cope
with.

“One thing I am really grateful to the
Army for is my fitness. A lot of cricketers
who think they are tired, in pain and near

Interview: Chris Kinsville-Heyne
Picture: Mike Weston

the end of their tether just don’t
know how much they have left. I
know when push comes to shove
there is more left in the tank
because I have had to dig deeper
than most of the guys will ever
have a chance to, and that’s
thanks to the Army. It’s thanks to
combat fitness tests and running
around the Brecon Beacons.”

He explained his philosophy
on life. “There are never any
problems in life, just bigger chal-
lenges. You have to look at it that
way. Challenges are easier to solve
because they help focus the mind.
In cricket, every ball is a chal-
lenge.

“I have three years left on my
contract but by then I think I will
be really knackered.” He added
with a smile: “I reckon I will still
be able to pass my BFT.”

@ Fleming made a memorable
debut for England against India in Shar-
jah. He was hailed as the hero of a
remarkable seven-run win after taking
four wickets in a nail-biting finish.

He kept his place in the team which
went on to reach the Champions Cup
final with victories over the West Indies
and Pakistan.

BOBSLEIGH

Olsson medal sets pace on
way to third Winter Olympics

CPL Sean Olsson (1 Para) celebrated his
first World Cup medal when he drove the
Great Britain four-man bobsleigh into
third place at Winterberg, Germany.

Aldershot-based  Olsson, Britain’s
number one driver, and crewmen Cpl
Dean Ward (also 1 Para), Courtney Rum-
boult and Lt Paul Attwood (RM), picked
up the bronze medal in the second World
Cup race of the season.

Their Zanussi-sponsored bob was just
0.08 seconds slower than the winners,
USA 1.This was an outstanding perfor-
mance from the British racers who were
driving hard to qualify for next month’s
Winter Olympics in Nagano, Japan.

The result, which included two course
record starts and the fastest /auf on the
second run, puts Olsson into second
place in the four-man bob World Cup
rankings and firmly on the road to his
third Winter Olympics. In the two-man
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Cpl Sean Olsson (left) and Cpl Dean Ward

race, Olsson teamed up with ex-Royal
Anglian Lenny Paul and did well to main-
tain their current world ranking of 12th.

———
Army trio tamed
by Welsh dragon

THREE Army players were in action when
the Combined Service netball team took on
Wales in Cardiff. Lt Emily Perrett, SSgt
Marie Marriner and Cpl Chris Ward found
that the first fixture of the season could not
have proved more challenging, but it pro-
vided them a rare opportunity of playing
against a national side.

The players were put through their paces
in Aldershot by Army coach Monica Vaugh-
an before travelling to Cardiff.

The quality of the internationals was evi-
dent and the Combined Services tried hard
to match them for sharpness, speed and
accuracy. With the match being used as the
final hurdle in team selection for the Com-
monwealth Games every Welsh player had a
much at stake and made the Servicewomen
work hard in every area of the court.

Best spell for the Services came in the
second quarter, reflected in the 16-9 score-
But the final scoreline of 72-18 told a more
accurate story of the difference in class.
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In good company with most Regiments and Corps of the British Army, we made yowr Shields
for the Falklands, the Gulf and now Bosnia and Croatia and most other UN locations
Let us design your Regimental and Operational Shields.
Write for a full colour brochure to:

Military Marketing International, 74 -77 Steward Street,
Ladywood, Birmingham, BA18 7AF.

Tel/fax: 0121 454 5393
Minium order 25 shields — £10.95. No VAT outside the UK. Shieldclocks — £18.50

REGIMENTAL SHIELDS, PLAQUES AND SHIELDCLOCKS

COSTELLO

CIVIL & MILITARY BESPOKE TAILORS
LADIES & GENTS

MESS DRESS

&=
)

SPECIALISTS
INTEREST
FREE CREDIT.
All Accessories
Supplied.

For All Your Uniform.
Suit & Blazer
Requirements

Contact.
284-294 Ley St.
Iiford Essex. IG1 4BS
UK 01814782780 &
GERMANY 05252 4631

VISTA TIES

ARE TIE MANUFACTURERS AND CAN SUPPLY

YOUR EXISTING TIE OR DESIGN YOU A NEW

ONE. PLEASE SEND US A PICTURE OF YOUR

CREST, CYPHER OR MOTIF, WE WILL POST A

FREE COLOURED VISUAL WITH A QUOTATION.

Over 300 individual Regimental Desighs
held in stock.

T/ES

28 HIGH STREET, MERSTHAM,SURREY.RH1 3EA.
TEL:01737 645113 FAX:01737 6458692

RoyaL ARMY
MEepicar Corrs
CENTENARY SOUVENIRS
For a full colour leaflet of souvenirs
produced for the 1998 Centenary of
the RAMC (inc posicards, First Day
Covers, etc.) send an A5 SAE to:
RAMC Museum,

Keogh Barracks, Ash Vale,
Aldershot GUI2 SRQ

A SOLDIER’S
POCKET

See Classified Ads

MINIATURE MEDALS

Return of post Service
Example of prices.-
CB: £32; CBE: £20; MC/DCM/MM/QGM: £11;
OBE/MBE/BEM: £9; MSM: £10; LS & GC: £6;
Coronation/Jubilee Medal: £8; UN Cyprus: £6;
UN Bosnia: £6; Nato (lfor) medal with clasp
Former Yugoslavia: £7.50; Accumulated CSM:
£6; S/Atlantic + rosette: £6; GSM G.VI.R. with
clasp: £7; GSM/CSM with clasp: £6; Gulf Medal
with clasp: £6; Second War Stars: £2 each;
Defence/War Medals: £4 each. Miniature
Mounting Bars for D.I.Y. mounting: 1 space —£1;
2-£1.10;3-£1.20;4-£1.30;5-£1.40;6-£1.50
7-£1.60;8-£1.80;,9-£2.00; 10-£2.20
plus 17.5% V.A.T. and £1 postage
® 7.day medal mounting service for
full-size and miniatures in both ‘ordinary’ and
‘court’ style.
® Full-size medals supplied
® Wire Blazer Badges ® Mess Kit Badges
® Display cases, medal ribbon, mounting
bars, ribbon bars etc.

Competitive Prices. First-class quality and
delivery guaranteed.

Send for comprehensive catalogue to the
Medal Specialists
(26p stamp appreciated):
MINIATURE MEDALS (SM)
30 COVENTRY ROAD, BURBAGE,
LEICESTERSHIRE LE10 2HP.

Protect your property,
garden, mess room, front
gate with a....

SQUADDIE
GNOME

.. sitting 18" tall and alert on
ammo boxes in full battledress (97
issue) with beret colour, rank and
cap badge of your choice.

£29.95 (+p&p £4.95)

Squaddie Gnomes
113 London Road, Whitchurch,
Hampshire. RG28 7TNH
Phone: 01256 895795
Fax: 01256 893136

@] MICHAEL JAY
) Exclusive HAND CUT
TAILORING
Our unbeatable
MESS DRESS "
INCLUDES LT
14 day Make or
ﬂ\!ﬂ hr EXPRESS
B Lowest prices
& Best fit
B Highest quality
¥ Best payment terms
Local agent to measure in most areas
Tel:01379 783 736 Fax:01379 783 898 I

As our customers say
The service is simply u table

S5 PARK, STOWMARKET SUFFOLK IP14 5AY

Telephone: (01455) 239262 o7

o

edl S “aaf

LOST MEDAL
REPLACED IN RECORD TIME
FULL SIZE & MINIATURE
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE

WRITE OR PHONE FOR QUOTATION
RAYMOND D HOLDICH
Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre
7 Whitcomb Street
London WC2H THA
Tel: 0171-930 1979
Fax: 0171-930 1152 o8

MICHAEL JAY

UNIFORMS

MADE TO MEASURE
OR’s and Officers Mess Dress
Officers No. 2 Dress
OR's and Officers No.1 Dress
Officers British Warm Overcoats
S.B. Blazers
Regimental D.B. Blazers
Sports Jackets and Trousers
Dinner Suits
Lounge Suits

48Hr. or 2Week Make up

Michael Jay Tailoring
5 TOMO BUSINESS PARK, STOWMARKET
SUFFOLK [P14 5AY

TEL:01379 783 736 FAX:01379 783898

EMBROIDERED
SWEATERS SWEATSHIRTS
POLO SHIRTS BADGES
PRINTED
TEESHIRTS SWEATSHIRTS
BADGES COFFEE MUGS
AND LOTS MORE!
ALL FROM ONE SUPFPLIER
No artwork or setting up costs on the majority of
our goods. High quality, competitive prices and
prompt delivery. BFPO tax-free service.
Send for our new price list:
REYNOLDS SPORTS
51/52 HIGHSTREET, LINCOLN LN5 8AP
Tel: 01522 513333 Fax: 01522 530383 -
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Frank Finch has made ten
changes in detail to one of his
drawings. Circle the ten differ-
ences in the lower image, cut
out the whole panel, add your
name and address and send to
HOAY 674, Soldier, Ordnance
Road, Aldershot, GU11 2DU
by February 6.

For those who do not wish to cut
their magazine, a photocopy is
now acceptable, but only one entry

per person may be submirted.

Do not include anything else
in your envelope.

First correct entry drawn
after the closing date will win
£100; the second and third will
receive £10 gift vouchers. No
correspondence of any kind
can be entered into.

The names of the winner
and runners-up will be
announced in the March issue.
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Competition No 672 (November issue): First correct entry drawn
was from Mr P Robinson, of Bramley, Leeds, W Yorks, who wins
45‘2 £100. Runners-up are R A Sutton, of Bexhill-on-Sea, E Sussex and
(1 Mr G W Stone, of Ryde, Isle of Wight, who each receive a £10 gift
= voucher. The ten differences were: Extra leaf on right of tree; first R
=5 in NURSERY; assistant’s sleeve; shape of centre poppy; size of
Lo e - = newspaper; chairback; girl's left sock and shoe; woman's left show;
o S @ walking stick.
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A life of adventure

climb eve

SOLDIERS are well known for
their enjoyment of challenge,
travel and excitement. Adventur-
ous training is acknowledged in
the Army as one of the best ways
to test them to their limit in
peacetime and give the opportu-
nity to visit parts of the world
definitely off the tourist routes.

British soldiers have been
reaching for the skies with moun-
taineering expeditions to such
remote places as Kyrgyzstan and
the Bolivian Andes. Fast-moving
water is another regular attraction
and white-water canoeing in
Norway and kayaking in Malaysia
were just some of the training
exercises carried out.

Maj Andrew Edington (right) celebrates
on the summit of Lenin Peak, Kyrgyzstan,
with a bemused German

First on Lenin Peak

MAJ Andrew Edington RE and Sgt Rev
Harding, Int Corps, were the first British
military personnel to reach the summit of
Lenin Peak (7,104m) in Kyrgyzstan in the
former USSR.

The military expedition, led by Maj Mike
Nott, Para, was the first to visit the little-
known area for more than 50 years.

Permission for the six-man team from
the Joint Arms Control Implementation
Group (JACIC) to go ahead with the expe-
dition was initially refused because of the
threat of “murder, assassination and
abduction” in the bordering country of
Tadjikistan. In the event, altitude sickness,
stomach problems and a fractured leg
were the worst problems the team had to
contend with.

Members sheltered in tents or snow
holes during the ascent and had to be
roped together for much of the time as the
glacier became steeper and crevasses
larger. The first summit attempt was aban-
doned because of strong winds, cold and
fatigue, but Sgt Harding and Maj Edington
reached the top on the second attempt.

he ATR Winchester team trekking alongside the mules in the Apolobamba

mounta

s -

ATR peaks in the Andes

AN ambitious expedition led by Capt
Rosie Stone of the Army Training Regi-
ment, Winchester, conquered three peaks
in the Bolivian Andes.

Two members of the team — eight men
and women from the ATR — managed to
achieve the first British ascent of the
6,044m Chaupi Orco peak.

Breathtaking scenery and a tremen-
dous sense of achievement compensated

for stomach cramps and nausea caused
by altitude sickness experienced by most
members during the trip. Much of the
climbing involved glacier work and knife-
edge ridges. The team included novices
who were under constant supervision
during the expedition.

Cpl Caroline Sutton managed to climb
her first mountain - Paqueno Lucien -
and reached the 5,400m summit.

members, led by Lt Kevin Mathers, walked

AAAVAVAAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVS

The 1 RHF team on the Biafo Diamond
trail: from left are Fus Chris Macleod, Lt
Kevin Mathers, local guide, LCpl Davy
Davis, LCpl Mark Bruce, LCpl Jason Stew-
art, LCpl Ross Watson

Karakoram rescue

A GLACIAL trekking expedition in the Karako-
ram mountains of north Pakistan by six mem-
bers of the 1st Battalion, The Royal Highland
Fusliliers had all the ingredients of an adven-
ture: tortuous bus journeys, landslides, ava-
lanches, altitude sickness, freshly-dug graves
and deserting porters.

Despite these setbacks, all six expedition

more than 170km, safely completing the
longest high-altitude glacial traverse on earth.

During the expedition they rescued a group
of three travellers whose porters had deserted
them. Lt Mathers said: “They were ill-prepared
to go over the pass. Even the first day down
the wet glacier could have caused them signif-
icant danger. It was agreed they could join our
two rope teams as long as they stuck to our
decisions and itinerary. This was a great suc-
cess and it allowed them to safely achieve an
otherwise impossible goal.”

Frontier Anglians

TWELVE Royal Anglians combined a trip to
visit their sister regiment, the 5th Frontier
Force Regiment (5 FF), in Rawalpindi, Pak-
istan, with a chance to trek in the foothills
of the Himalayas and Hindu Kush.

They were led by Maj Mark Wenham,
whose father served in the 5/13th Frontier
Force Rifles before and during the Second
World War and commanded the 9th Fron-
tier Force Rifles at Partition.

“The hospitality and kindness shown by
5 FF was exceptional,” said Maj Wenham.
“It was also a particular honour to meet so
many distinguished retired officers from
the regiment.” A two-day journey to the
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In (and ford eve

Paddling on the “huge, inspiring and exhilarating Driva”: LCpl Marton Canton, Spr
Kev Drake, Maj Paul Hepworth and Capt David Hinsley

NORWAY, land of the midnight sun,
Vikings and legends of trolls, also boasts
the most spectacular white waters in
Europe. It was for
this reason that
five novice and
eight seasoned
canoeists, mostly
from 47 Regi-
ment, Royal Art-
illery, travelled 1,300 miles across land
and sea in cramped mini-buses.

Aim of the novice paddlers was to
develop their skills to British Canoe
Union four-star (intermediate) level.
They tested themselves on the 6km
white-water racing course of the Sjoa
river, known as the “Valley of Death”.

on behalf of 1 R Anglian to Lt Col Moham-
mad Nasir Ali Khan, CO of 5 FF

remote and isolated region of northern
Pakistan followed the path of the Indus
river and included a “white-knuckle” drive
along a narrow track with an 800m drop to
one side.

A potentially tragic situation developed
when one team members developed a
severe fever, but thanks to the medical
knowledge and quick reactions of his col-
leagues his temperature was bought down

SOLDIER January 1998

Gunners ride
Norway’s rivers

Experienced members were able to
enjoy the challenge of more difficult and
demanding rivers, the highlight being
the Driva.

“The sheer vol-
ume of water en-
sured that for
much of the time
the paddler in
front was out of
sight to the man behind,” explained
WO1 (ASM) Andy Eaton. “Each pad-
dler would appear and disappear in
troughs, stoppers and down the back of
huge waves. The Driva was by far the
most memorable river of the trip and
will be etched on the minds of those
who paddled it for many years to come.”

to a safe level. Five intravenous drips were
used during one night.

The trekking took them to the base camp
of Nanga Parbat, eighth highest mountain
in the world, and over the Dainter pass
(4,800m).

Fall mars Kings climb

BASIC glacier and roping skills and the tech-
niques for walking in crampons had to be
learnt before a 12-strong team from Territorial
Army unit 5/8 Kings climbed to the summit of a
3,552m mountain in the French Alps.

Exercise King's Dragon aimed to use Alpine
mountaineering to develop self-reliance,
team-building and leadership qualities. A
demanding ascent of Aguille de Tour near
Chamonix was made more gruelling by high
altitude.

The group's euphoria at reaching the
summit was shortlived however when a
women climber fell into a crevasse and, after
being rescued, fell off a rock and had to be
casevaced from the mountain.

stream

Adventure for the young

The Army Welfare Service and 122 Army
Youth Team combined forces to give a
week of adventure training in the Lake Dis-
trict to 18 young people from Catterick
Garrison.

The aim was to integrate children of Ser-
vice families and provide them with an
opportunity to work as a team outdoors.
Activities included hill-walking, rock-
climbing, creek-walking, mountain-biking
and canoeing.

Camped at the summit of Malaysia’s high-
est mountain, Gunun Tahan. From left are
Pte Sean Wardle, Capt Justin Feather-
stone, Cpl Gary Keep. See below

Unforgettable Malaysia

EIGHT members of 1st Battalion, The
Princess of Wales's Royal Regiment travelled
to Malaysia to complete an arduous white-
water kayaking and trekking expedition.

During the 17-day trip they walked 77km
over Gunan Tahan - at 2,187m the highest
peak in mainland Malaysia — and kayaked
126km, so making a foot-and-kayak traverse
of the Taman Negara rain forest. They also
carried out the first British descent of the River
Tembeling.

Humidity, heat, leeches and steep muddy
climbs combined to make the going tough at
times, but this was compensated by journeys
down river during which large monitor lizards
and other wildlife could be seen.

Team leader Capt Justin Featherstone
said: “Rocks, rapids and the rain forest made
a great impression on members of Exercise
Sungai Tiger, giving us an experience never to
be forgotten.”

= Climbing on
0 Capt Steve Goodwin led a group
from 16 Signal Regiment, Monchen-

gladbach to Nevada to climb Mount
Whitney, the highest peak in the USA.

1 A team from Rheindahlen-based 14
Independent Topographical Squadron
RE climbed in the High Tatra mountains
during an adventurous training expedi-
tion to Poland and Slovakia.
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MILITARY CV
SERVICES

The original CV service for HM

Forces; established in 1984
A world-wide CV firm run by a former
Army officer and current full-time career
consultant. Past clients include men and
women of all ranks from every part of the
Army.

Also

* Applications
® Job Search skills
* Self Marketing
* Interview Coaching
Full details from:
Anthony Jacques
66 High View Road,
Guildford, Surrey GU2 SRU.
Tel: 01483 823766 ba

C.V. EXPRESS

One of the leading Military & Civilian
CV Companies in the UK enjoying a
Worldwide client base with outstanding
results, Lifs in 5 mess?
* Confidential Consultations & Advice
* Draft & Master Copies

® Free CV Disc Storage

* Re-Type Services

& Over 30 Media presentation Types
® Job Search Hit Lists

* Interview Techniques/Hint List

Complete package providing The Sa'mairlta’ns
Unbeatable Quality.

For an information pack: Please Phone

or Write to: Mr MacDonald, 3 Argent

Close, Hall Road, Kingston Upon Hull,

HU6 9UA. Tel & Fax: 01482 804643

0345 9090 90

Regimental Blazer Badges,
Plaques, Car Badges,
Ties & Key Fobs
Send s.a.e. for price list
D J Parkinson (S)
186b Lewes Road, Brighton
Sussex BN2 3LD

Tel: 01273 686877 (a.m. only)

NEED A CV?

For free details contact the
specialists in FORCES' CVs
(Established 1981)

Forces Dept
PO Box 573
Sutton Coldfield,
West Midlands
B73 6PA

‘move ya'selveg

0121-355 2187

SERVICES |

MEMO:

1997 PRICES

- for the Professionals

CVS made easy at the cutting edge!

ixamples” is packed with a host of examples of highly successful interview
iting CVs for the Infantry (Private to WOI). Prepared by SERVICE-CV - a widely
ised leader in CV compilation for military personnel with a world-wide client base —
“xamples™ is the ultimate CV writing aid.

Each pack contains numerous full size example CVs covering most specialist roles, jobs
and/or areas of responsibility (from Assault Pioneer to RSM) and incorporates different lay-

outs with a variety of power presentation formats. Save yourself time and money by copying
what you need to build your own CV.

Full package also includes:

@ In-depth appraisal of your CV by SERVICE-CV ﬁ
@ Letter of Application guide (with examples).
. (01752) - 344842

For a FREE no obligation information pack call or write to:

SERVICE -CV (Dept A), 2 TERN GARDENS, PLYMOUTH. PL7 2HZ

CLOSE PROTECTION

Excel Protection have been providing Bodyguards to
the rich and famous for over 10 years. We also train
Bodyguards. We could train YOU for a new career, call
or write for our free information pack.

Excel Protection, The Coach House, West Street,

Hargreaves Promotions Ltd., Rodney Road, Fratton Industrial Estate

held until the end of
‘08

JANUARY

T 8hirts, Bwaa,tamrt.s,
Polo gnirte, “I‘raoksuits
and RuUEDY ghirts.

Arpy 8&nd

the
gerving 1 Army!

T.rfl‘lﬂri"

HARGREAVES

PROMOTIONS

Epsom, Surrey KT18 7RL
Tel: 01372 72 62 52

Portsmouth, Hants PO4 8SY Tel: 01705 822436 Fax: 01705 822177

email: sales@hargreaves-promotions.co.uk http:/www.hargeaves-promotions.co.uk

EMBROIDERED & PRINTED
SPORTS & LEISUREWEAR

TEES POLOS SWEATSHIRTS
SWEATERS RUGBY JERSEYS
BASEBALL CAPS TIES

AND MUCH MORE
FULL DESIGN AND PERSONALISED SERVICE

SEND FOR OUR PRICE LIST

JENKINS KNITWEAR

5 Vernon Place Northern Court
Basford Nottingham NG& ODE

Tel or Fax 0115 927 4469

EMBROIDERED LEISUREWEAR & BADGES
Plus PRINTED T-SHIRTS & SWEATSHIRTS

ed garments - Free orlglnal 24+

printed sweats and T-shirts, min. qty. 36\,

BADGES-EMBROIDERED - min. qty. 25
ENAMELLED - min. 100

+ BLAZER BADGES - min. 5

TIES — Woven - min. 50
Printed - min. 36

Also - BASEBALL CAPS - min. 50

SPORTS BAGS - min. 50

GOLF UMBRELLAS - min. 25

- WRITE, PHONE or FAX for colour brochure/z3

nsgn to Kilcreggan, Dunbartonshire G84 0JN

MOTIFS

"Q-/
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QABICATURES

Singles, duubles groups or the
ole Mess.
Ask for samplas and prices

THE SPOT

Quick fun caricatures
at yuur gvenl

Over 40 Mess ( artoons to date

GET THE BEST

181- 441 6607

THE GOLD WIRE BADGE COMPANY

GOLD WIRE BLAZER BADGES £10.00
FRAMED GOLD WIRE BADGES £12.00 6"x6"
WHITE COTTON GLOVES £3.50
FAIRBAIRN-SYKES COMMANDO KNIVES
(Black) £21.50
BLACK BERETS £7.00
REGIMENTAL TIES & BOWS £8.30
WHITE LEATHER GAUNTLETS £19.00
ONE-OFFs, A SPECIALITY
11 Dalehead Drive, Shaw,

Oldham, Lancs OL2 8TJ.
Fax/Telephone 01706 846648

Tallors s

CinnLa:

FORMERLY PRIORY PEWTER

High quality pewter tankards,
hip flasks, goblets, plates and
much more. Engraved with
Regimental Badges, Crests and
Logos to your own designs.
Competitive prices.

y Full colour brochure.
«// A R WENTWORTH (SHEFFIELD) LTD

Tankard House, 25 Leadmill Road, Sheffield S1 3JA
Tel: 0114 272 5676 & 0114 2754168 Fax: 0114 272 6651

T ""'m = ;.ud.i—..»,‘.»r-g—k-nff A—I-C:
T =

Do your campaign medals need

re-mounting? MIDLAND CD CLUB
Mail-Order Brass & Military Band CDs
To obtain our free colour catalogue contact is on:

Tel: 0121 244 4605/6

Single or groups
No job too small or too large

SPECIAL
OFFER

MESS DRESS, SELF MEASURE

AGC £285, RLC £280
REME, RAMC, RADC, RA, RE, RS.

Includes, shirt, bow tie and rank.

0nly£280
Tel/Fax: 0113 236 1091

3¢ Westfield House, Broad Lane, Leeds LS13 3HA

Professionally mounted
We can supply full size and
miniatures.

Fax: 0121 680 9018
E-mail: sales@midland-cd-club.co.uk
www.midland-cd-club.co.uk

Bands who have CDs they would like to
see included in our catalogue, please
contact us for further details.

Phone for quotation: 0181 650 0461
or 0411 435913

K & D Medals, 174, Wickham Way,

" i ATEST RELEASES ALWAYS AVAILABLE
Park Langley, Beckenham, Kent RD2 3AS LATESTRELEASESALYYAYS A YAIL LS

ENGRAVING
Service Available

GLOSSOP TROPHIES

@?—" Manufacture Pewter Tankards, Trophies, Goblets and

Hip Flasks
‘I’ankards engraved with Badge/Crest from £5.50 + VAT
SEND FOR OUR FREE CATALOGUE
TEL: (0114) 2765554 FAX: (0114) 2750377
¥ GLOSSOPS TROPHIES, 86 BROAD STREET, SHEFFIELD S2 4LE

ALL IT LACKS IS TAX

L] Big Savings from SCE concession prices
tax free for export (or UK tax paid)

] Big choice from leading quality brands:
Saloon, Hatchback, Sports, 4x4, MPV

L Impressive value includes 3 year/60,000 mile
warranty & European roadside assistance
most makes

L] Fast, efficient mail order system

Name
Address

SCE

|
auto international
R

Car for use in (country)

Chrysler L1

SCE LTD | am interested in leep
PO BOX 177 ‘ Model(s)
FARINGDON

OXON SN7 7TEW UK TAX FREE FOR EXPORT

L] Tailored finance packages (subject to status)
including Optional Purchase Schemes with
Guaranteed Future Value

[ ]

Expert advice & test drive - no hard sell

L] Delivery to your chosen point in the UK
or shipped overseas

il Personal price quotation by return mail or fax

BEST UK VALUE FOR YOUR USED VEHICLE AGREED IN ADVANCE
DEAL DIRECT WITH SCE UK AND BE SURE TO MEET BFG REGULATIONS

also - concession prices on new UK Tax Paid or pre-owned vehicles from the SCE Selection
FOR YOUR FULL-COLOUR INFORMATION PACK MAIL THE COUPON OR CALL

SCE HOTLINE UK 01367 241225

(always pleased to call back to save your charges)

fax UK: 01367 242000

Tel Day. _ Tel Eve - -~

TAX PAID FOR UK USE
Please mail to: SCE Ltd, FREEPOST, Faringdon, Oxon SN7 5BR, UK (No stamp required if mailed in UK or BFPO

! Kia Mazda

Title/Rank S

Date required -

O ve

Rover USED CAR

CONCESSION PRICE v
SCS 018
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WORK

IT OUT
FOR
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PLUS THIS

EQUALS

MOD PS2(A)

UPAVON

Advertising

S  WORCESTERSHIRE
MEDAL SERVICE LTD

Hereford House, 147/149 Golden Cross Lane
Catshill, Bromsgrove, Wores B61 0JZ
Tel: (01527) 835375 or Fax: (01527) 576798
Specialists in Ribbons, Full Size & Miniature Medals and
Medal Mounting either for wear or display.
| Send SAE or call for rul:llpl'rilvllriiu- price list of
i EN Full Size & Miniature Medals. ==

'  BRITISH MILITARY |

- INSIGNIA x5

page catalogue listing well over 1600 items —

helmet plates, Glengarry badges, cap and beret badges, rank badges,
cloth arm patches, cloth beret badges and all Officer metal and
bullion items. Plus all current metal and anodised beret badges.

Also prints, postcards and excellent keyrings.
Ilustrated catalogue costs just £2.00

Fully illustrated 38

Mike Lapworth, (S) 26 Southdown Road, Bristol BS9 3NL
Trade enquiries welcome.

For officers or other ranks.
With or without unit
designation.
also

Any quantity supplied
S.A.E. for price list
Lancashire Embroidery
& Insignia Ltd
Knowsley Industrial
Park North, Kirkby,
Liverpool L33 7SA.
Phone: 0151-546 51612

Fax: 0151-549 1128

- THROUGHOUT EUROPE,

REPRESENTING
PEUGEOT THE 406

AT THE AUTO TRADER

RAC TOURING CAR
HAMPION SHIP

UNIQUE TO

ALL RANKS
H.M. FORCES | FINANCED raaees

FOR A PEUGEQT SERVICE THATS FAST AND EFFICIENT WERE THE LEADING AGENTS!

CONTACT ANTHONY SMITH

FULL FINANCE

m 5 | e [ oomacre
* NNI SO0

1 Mies 4@
N—C

A GUILDFORD COOALMING.

G
n
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printed or

embroidered to

2\

complete range contact:

153 High Street, Wootton Bassett, Swindon,

Wiltshire SN4 7AB England

ER
Tel: (01793) 849888 Fax: (01793) 849890 L

Win a Cuneo print

leisurewear i

For a FREE coloﬁr brochure showing our

" TEES TOTAL |visa TOTAL MANOR COURT, 12 ST MARGARET’S ST.,

Insurance agents BRADFORD & HATCHER LTD (established 1967) offer:

® Sweatshirts | Forces Dire Ct
Insurance

® Rugbyshirts
® Drill Tops

® Free Sample

(On orders above 20 shirts)

@ Design Service

® MOTOR INSURANCE @ |
® HOME & CONTENTS INSURANCE @ |
® KIT INSURANCE @

@ Credit Terms

# Exclusive schemes & preferential rates for H.M Forces *
* Specialist Rates for Young Drivers and High-Performance Cars *
#* Fast & Efficient Claims Service *
% Immediate Cover Available % % Monthly Payments #*
FOR AN INSTANT QUOTATION &
GUARANTEED SAVINGS CALL FREE ON: |

0800 068 0279

BRADFORD & HATCHER LTD

- IPSWICH, IP4 2AT
N TEL: 01473 211951

Terence Cuneo died in January,

1996 at the age of 88. Throughout his
life he earned worldwide acclaim as
a portrait painter and, in his own
words, as an artist of “ceremonial,
military and engineering subjects”.
His war years (he served in the Royal
Engineers) were coloured by his
work for the Government as an artist
of propaganda material.

Soldier, which in 1964 commis-
sioned its own Cuneo painting
of a D-Day landing scene, is
delighted to offer these two
framed prints donated by
Airborne Forces Promotions Ltd
as prizes. Both are signed by
the artist. To enter the draw to
win one of these prints just
answer the question below.

The Paras are landing

SOLDIER January 1998

With which animal is Terence
Cuneo normally associated?

Answers on a postcard please to:
Cuneo Prints Competition, Soldier Magazine,
Ordnance Road, Aldershot, Hants
GU11 2DU.

Closing date: February 6, 1998

The first two correct answers drawn will win and the
winners will be notified by post. No correspondence
will be entered into and the Managing Editor's
decision is final.

53
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VISTA SPORTS

SUPPLIERS OF SWEATSHIRTS, POLO
SHIRTS, T/SHIRTS, HOODED SWEATSHIRTS,
RUGBY JERSEYS, BASEBALL CAPS AND
MANY OTHER ITEMS. ALL GARMENTS CAN
BE PRINTED OR EMBROIDERED WITH YOUR

"A OWN DESIGN

VISTA SPORTS LTD. 28 HIGH STREET,
MERSTHAM, SURREY. RH1 3EA.
TEL: 01737 645113
FAX: 01737 645892

M= ™ Have you been captured by

| SOLDIER?

I If you have been captured on camera by one of SOLDIER magazine's
photographers then why not buy a top quality reprint?
I 7"x 5" .. £5.60 8"x6"...£7.50 12" x 8". .. £12.00 I

-
i

Digital Prints (up to A4 size). .. £7.00
I Other sizes available on request. (All prices are inclusive of VAT and p&p.) I
I All enquiries please to: I

L

The Photographic Department, SOLDIER, Ordnance Road,
Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU. Tel: 01252 347357
=

s Joy’s Roses
& Flowers

=2
= Fresh flowers sent daily from the nursery
gfd to an address in the U.K. or N. Ireland {

Order early for Valentines Day
Use this advert as an order form

Valentines Week only 4th-16th February
Add £6 per 12 Roses, £11 per 24 Roses, £6 Rose Bouquet, £6 Special Bouguet
For Valentines Week only 40 Freesias & Fern and 1 Red Rose £15.95

12 ROSES Red/Pink (large) £13.85

12 ROSES Yellow £13.85

24 ROSES Red/Pink (large) £18.40

12 CARNATIONS Red/Pink/Mixed £12.50

40 FREESIA Mixed with tern £14.75

JOY’S SPECIAL BOUQUETS

Bouquet special mixed — 50 flowers £22.50
Bouquets/Pink Carnations/Freesia/Fern ~ 30 flowers £16.50
Roses/Carnations/Freesia/Fern - 30flowers £17.50
Iris (Blue) Carnations/Freesia/Fern - 30 flowers £14.60
Spray Carnations/Freesia/Fern - 20 flowers

£11.50
THE PERSONALISED LOVING BEARS ‘

b\ \« EMBROIDERED WITH YOUR GIFT OF LOVE MESSAGE FOR EXAMPLE /
QN MARY'S TEDDY/RACHEL'S BEAR/WITH LOVE/ALL MY LOVE/ /4 o)
Mo, LOVE DADDY/LOVE PHIL/LOVE TOM/LOVE MUM/LOVE MUMMY ] I'V
o \ No more than 12 letters per line (3 lines only), A space counts as a letter. /573

‘Sﬂ Choice of Celoured Jumpers: Dark Blue/Light Blue/Red ’g’

(Gold. Jeinted) D/Blue 19" high £27.80
(Gold. Jointed) D/B-L/B-Red 14" high £22.75
Prices and order forms available upon request =
Prices include P&P + VAT <
N.B. Peak periods - flowers may be used from other sources ~
VISA, ACCESS, and AMEX ACCEPTED - INCLUDE EXPIRY DATE —
Please make cheque or P.O. payable to:

‘Joy’s Roses and Toys’, Flamingo,
St Sampsons, Guernsey, C. |. GY2 4WB
Telephone: (01481) 46708
Fax: (01481) 43406

j

P WINSTON BEAR
@ ) WINSTON BEAR
71 .

r=—==

GET
PROMOTION!

T-Shirts, Sweatshirts,
Polos, Rugby Shirts,
Hooded Tops,
Singlets,

Baseball Hats, Ties,

i
LOOXS LIKE (TS

O \ RO BEANS Achmi”
o

Embroidered Badges

& Jumpers, Pennants,

Mugs, Sports Bags & Holdalls,
Jog/Track Suits & Shell Suits.

John Bull Military Clothing
& Mail Order Division
Tel/Fax: 01748 833614 (Retail and Mail Order)
01765 604071 (Atter 6pm)

17 Hildyard Row, Catterick Garrison,
N Yorks DL9 4DH

A'S PROMOTIONS
12 Avenue Industrial Estate
Justin Road, London E4 8SU
Telephone: 0181-523 3283
Fax:0181-531 7298

BE BATTLE READY!

You can be better prepared and equipped with SASS
UNIQUE military clothing and equipment.

=8 FOR THOSE WHO DEMAND
THE BEST AND KNOW
THE DIFFERENCE.

For your FREE
36 page colour catalogue
write or telephone

SPECIAL AIR-SEA SERVICES
St. George's Works, St. George's
Quay, Lancaster,

Lancashire LA1 5QJ

Telephone (01524) 64204

A . |

.

/

ARE YOU PERMANENTLY ON PARADE /

OR IN THE SPOTLIGHT? IF SO, YOU |/

NEED LEATHER LUSTRE FOR THAT /

PERMANENT HIGH GLOSS FINISH

FREEDOM FOR ALL THAT OFF-DUTY TIME  /AFTER THE
/

LOST ON SHINING LEATHER IS HERE

LEATHER LUSTRE is a Space Age formula that
gives your leather a permanent high gloss finish.
Not for a week, month or year, but for the life
of your leather product. You will always be
ready for inspections, details, conventions

or whatever your career may be. When

the shine gets dull or dirty it only requires
dusting, washing with a damp sponge,

or use of common household furniture

polish. It is guaranteed not to crack,

peel, or harm the leather in any way.

Look around you and find the best
looking leather you have ever seen
and you will have found someone
using LEATHER LUSTRE.

This product has been used by law
enforcement, fire and rescue, sports
officials, medical and military
personnel throughout the world.

f

Lﬁ"/iealher
] ; ustre =

We will send you an 8 oz can with full
instructions for only £10.50 plus £2.50
for postage and packing and you will
have enough to do all of your shoes,
belts, boots, etc., with plenty left over. |
For larger orders please ring for trade
prices.

SPECIAL OFFER - BUY 5 TINS AND GET ONE FREE

Unit 3, Apex Business Park, Walsall Road, Norton Canes, Cannock, Staffordshire
WS11 3PU. Tel: 01543 450064 FaxL 01543 279738,
conns B0Z cans @ £10.50 per can

e T LT TR Total cost of cans
P&P £2.50 per can
TOTAL ENCLOSED .....

DISCOUNT AVAILABLE ON LARGER ORDER.

Sol/Jan
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Advertising

RANGERS

PEUGEOT MAIN DEALER
BETWEEN BULFORD CAMP AND LARKHILL

1= Forces discounts on full Peugeot
Range*
1= Finance at competitive rates

= A convenient and generous trade-in
facility

WHEN YOU'VE TRIED THE REST
THEN COME TO THE BEST
BUY DIRECT FROM THE U.K.'s No. 1
EXPORT DEALER
Ring Rick Barton 01980 653434, from Germany 0044 1980 653434 or write

to: Rangers TMs, Rangers Garage, FREEPOST, Durrington, Salisbury,
Wilts SP4 8BR, England (no stamp required).

POST THIS COUPON FOR OUR FREE INFORMATION PACK
N AN B AN D R AN Lt s e s
A DDRESS . 5y s eui ity iarariemsde b e st e s A E L SR e b ave TV A A b ks

Part.exchangeidetails :. . .o aiiiiniiniinmes: sivsemsmssnress sosisnssassessosniamsdinress

oo T e e e e e s PP e P ey s o e
SOLDIER D8

maZbDa

v

Concession prices - tax free or tax paid
== =i

auto international
R |

UK MAZDA HOTLINE
01367 241225

or write: SCE Ltd PO Box 177 Faringdon Oxon SN7 7EW UK

We offer you the LOWEST PRICES on a wide range of

NEW CARS

Advanced Car Exports
Official PEUGEOT Agents

Please contact: Stan Bateman, Advanced Car Exports,
FREEPOST, P.0. BOX 470, BUSHEY, HERTS WD2 1WD
Tel: 0181-950 0500 (or Fax: 0181-950 8511)

mMa“ZbDa
Tax Free Sales

¥ Immediate delivery on most models
* Full UK spec * Low/no deposit finance
* Part exchange * Continental delivery
¥ 323 from £7,599 * MX5 from £10,099
The All New 626 from £10,198
EXCLUSIVE EXPORT AGENT FOR
BFG AND BENELUX
POOL AUTOS

7020 Mons, Belgium
Tel: (65) 728836 Fax: (65) 724467

Serving the Services since 1368

Please forward details on:

121 ] 323[] 626[1 MX3[] MX5[] Xedos |
Other Makes [ .. v LHD/RHD

SOLDIER January 1998

delivery

UK Tel.
(01980) 843333

i SAAB
| CITROEN
|

| q*@ SERVICE

i/ e~y

PEUGEOT ROVER |
VAUXHALL

: ADDRESS

¢ Unit NE{ - N - —— .
. lam interested in
. Part-exchange details
. Country of use .

' FREEPHONE |
l wswtacion  Germany 0130-8544-96 |
Lworume "~ " |
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As issued to

Features

Trauma Pouch

Utility Pouches BFPO pR\CE
Magazine Pouches exc

Clasp knife pockets

Two large document pockets

Secondary weapon holster

Silva compass/secondary weapon magazine pocket
Lanyard loop retainer :

Belt loops - inner

Three QR chest clips
Prices include VAT @ 17.5%, Post + Packing,
1 Buy 10 Bulk Orders
£84.25 Get 1 Free! POA

Please quote where you saw this advert and date

RMIPZ  Made in the UK exclusively for Service Sports
%Iﬂ!

VI =R RETN

Access, Mastercard, Visa, or cheque with order.
Please note: Postage, Packing + Insurance £2.50 (per parcel)

(heques made payable to:

Service Sports (Wetherby)

PO Box 115, Wetherby, West Yorks L522 5XS
Tel: 01937 587465 Fax: 01937 580982




PEN PALS

REPLIES. To reply to a pen pal, write
a letter and send it to Soldier Magazine
at the address below. The box number
must be CLEARLY written in the
TOP LEFT CORNER of the enve-
lope. Your envelope must be no larger
than 8" x 4" and should contain only a
letter plus a photograph if requested.
Replies received more than three
months after the cover date and large,
heavy, or poorly addressed
envelopes will not be forwarded.

TO ADVERTISE FOR A PEN PAL.
Please send for details enclosing a
stamped, self-addressed envelope
to: Soldier Magazine, Ordnance
Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU.

Debbi, 23, 5’3", with long, blonde
hair, green eyes and a caring,
affectionate, bubbly personality. Enjoys
singing, swimming, the gym and ladies’
kick-boxing. Seeking male pen pals aged
22-30. P146

Gemma, 16, 165cm, with brown hair
and eyes. Enjoys watching football,
going out with her mates, reading,
watching TV and listening to music.
Seeking male pen pals aged 16-25,
P147

Tracey, 29, 5’2”, sensitive, feminine
and fun with a GSOH. Dark hair and
hazel eyes. Enjoys sports, music,
reading, travel and animals. Seeking
! male pen pals aged 25-35. P148

Julie, 44, 5°6”, with blue eyes and fair
hair. Enjoys pubs, clubs, eating out, the
theatre and children. Seeking genuine,
tall, male pen pals aged 25-40. P149 010

Karen, 32, with brown hair and eyes.
Enjoys sport, travel, theatre trips, eating
out, 70’s music, reading and writing
letters and receiving post. Seeking male
pen pals aged 30+ with GSOH. P150

01/98

Karen, 18, 5°2”, medium build.
Enjoys writing, going out, walking and
having fun. Seeking single, male pen
pals aged 18-23. P151

Kathleen, 27, fair, curly hair, hard-of-
hearing, single. Interests include
horses, dogs, equestrian sports, arts
and crafts, writing and going to the
cinema. Seeks pen pals 28+. P152

| Val, 36, 5°8”, auburn hair, blue eyes
and GSOH. Likes animals, keep-fit,
music, motorbikes, tranquil beaches,
writing letters, the cinema, sports and
walking her two dogs. Seeking pen pals
aged 35-40. P153

Amanda, 5’8", slim brunette with
GSOH. Single  mum. Enjoys
socialising, music, movies, swimming
and walking on local beaches. Seeking
male pen pals 30+. P154 01798
Mandy, 30, 5°, bubbly, blue-eyed
blonde looking for male pen pals with
the combined personalities of Jack Dee
and Freddie Starr to humorously
correspond with during the cold winter
months! P155

01/98

01/98

D198

01/98

01/98

01/98

01/98

Melanie, 17, 5’47, slim with blue eyes.
Enjoys looking after children, going
out, walks and drinking. Seeking male
pen pals aged 18-20. P156

Anne, 44, 5°5”, slim-ish brunette.
Enjoys walking, reading and watching
football. Seeking genuine replies from
male pen pals aged 40-55 with GSOH.
P157

Michelle, 27, 5°4”, single mum with
blonde, curly hair and blue eyes. Enjoys
skiing, singing, acting, pubs, clubs,
eating out and cosy nights in. Seeking
male pen pals aged 24-29. P158

Lisa, 26, 5°8”, a nurse with brown
eyes. If you are a Serviceman who has a
GSOH and who enjoys the good things
in life, then she would love to hear from
you. P159

Faith, 27, 5°4”, with fair hair and
green eyes. Her interests include arts
and crafts, horse-riding, animals,
reading, writing and the cinema.She is
hard of hearing, but communicates
well. P160

Angela, 25, 5’77, with brown hair and
eyes. [Enjoys ten pin bowling,
socialising, collecting videos and
cooking. Seeking Servicemen pen pals
aged 25 plus. P161

Marina, 42, 5°2”, enjoys music,
Indian and Italian food, good beer and
wine, football, gardening, the
countryside and reading. Seeking male
pen pals 35+ with GSOH. P162. o=

Simply Special Female, slim, smart,
dark blonde. Cadet volunteer - loves
fieldcraft and army life! Tolerant,
caring, home-loving. Seeking genuine,
older, male pen pals 42-55. Possibly
SNCO/PSI/NRPS etc, anywhere. P163

o198
Female, 30, 5°1”, cuddly build,
divorced, likes dance/easy listening
music, nights in/out, enjoys travelling.
Seeking only genuine, honest pen pals
aged 28-37, who must like children.
Photo appreciated. P164
Julie, 27, 5’3, with blonde hair and
blue eyes. Enjoys going to pubs/clubs,
football, socialising and having fun.
Seeking male pen pals aged 25-35.
P165

Georgina, 5’87,

01/98
0198
01/98

01/98

01/98

01/98

01/98

01/98

blue-eyed brunette,
privately educated. Enjoys travel,
entertaining, tennis, golf, squash,
keeping fit, flying helicopters, eating
out, Cordon Bleu cooking, etc. Seeking
male AAC pilots aged 30+. P166

“A SOLDIER’S POCKET BOOK”
384 pages include: Basic Battle Skills,
Fieldcraft, Orders. SOPs: Scouts,
Emergency Alarms, Routines in the
Field, Tank Target Indication, Working
with Helicopters, Map Reading &
Orienteering, First Aid, NBC,
Adventure Trg, Skill at Arms. Full info
on SA80/LSW, Tests and APWTs,

01198

GPMG Light Roll, Signals, Mines, MT
Driver, Tank and Aircraft Recognition.
ISBN 1-874528-02-0. Price £7.50 (inc
p&p UK/BFPO). Trade terms on
application. Available from selected Naafi
Branches, Bookshops or direct from
publishers: MILITARY POCKET
BOOKS, PO Box 28, Leven, Beverley,
East Yorks HU17 5LA. Tel/fax: 01964
542878, TIC

“Head-dress Badges
of the British Army”

by Kipling and King
The Collectors’ Bible
Volume One (1800~1920) - £65
post free
Volume Two (1920-1995) - £42.50

post free
H L & P King, 3 Saxon Croft,
Farnham, Surrey GU9 7QB.

Telephone: 01252 716303

Probably the most spectacular
VC of the Second World War.
A tremendous life story.
£7.95 free post and packing.
Cheques to: KENWOOD
16 Crangle Fields, Stocksmoor
Huddersfield HD4 6YE

THE BRITISH ARMY - 4 Pocket
Guide by Charles Heyman. Sixth
Edition with 180 pages of
comprehensive information on the
Regular and  Territorial Army
organisation, defence budgets, career
profiles, Teeth and Support Arms with
present and future equipment £4.95.
And SOLDIER TALK - A
Squaddie’s Handbook by Simon
Cullen MBE, 240 pages. A dictionary
that covers slang, equipment, speech,
regimental nicknames, officers and
men, (women tool). £6.95 postage
included, both books £10.00. Cheques
to: SCOTZART, 3/2 Academy Street,
Edinburgh EH6 7EE EOI

RED BERETS 44 - the official history
of the Parachute Regiment & Airborne
Forces during World War 2. Personal
accounts of action on D-Day and at
Arnhem. £3.50 +£1.50 P+P. Cheques
payable to: AFC. Contact The Charities
Office on 01252 316104. 11198
Military history books. Please send
SAE for current catalogue. Free spe-
cialist booksearch. McKenzie, Low
Field, Newby, Penrith, Cumbria CA10
3HB. Tel: 01931 715253.

BUSINESS OPPS

Law Enforcement Body Associ-
ation International: College-
accredited courses including home
study courses. Also quarterly mag-

azine title “Bodyguards”, £3.00 |
per issue. For more information
contact David Sea-Borne Tel/fax:
01284 700565 or Mobile: 0850
453824- 01/98

Earn Hundreds of Pounds stuffing
envelopes. Rush £1.00 to: Dennis
Enterprises, 65 Manor Road, Fratton,
Portsmouth, Hants, PO1 5LB. a8

FOR SALE
Busy Sub Post Office
Lancashire/Yorkshire Border
Post Office Salary in excess of
£36,000 PA
Additional income from gifts, cards, etc.

Minimum capital required £40.000.
Details: 0161 624 7004

CARS

Absolutely urgent. Wanted — LHD
vehicles. Any condition. Cash buyer.
Tel: 0181-534 4016 or 0181-555 0823.
Fax: 0181-534 0033 (10am to 10.30pm
seven days). TC

HAVE YOU BOUGHT OR
ARE YOU BUYING A TAX
FREE CAR IN GERMANY?

Letufsseﬂitforyouf :

(0044) osmsnm
IDUCH WOQIIMARKETH\IG

CARS WANTED

Left-hand drive vehicles urgently
wanted. Any condition. Cash buyer. §
Tel: 0181-534 4016 or 0181-555 0823. |
Fax: 0181-534 0033 (10am to §
10.30pm) seven days. TC

WANTED

LEFT HAND DRIVE
VEHICLES

Any conditition.
Cash Buyer.

Tel: 0181 534 4016

Fax: 0181 534 0033
(10am to 10.30pm seven days)

-

ANT To APIE
THE. MILITARY AU\QEMY
AT SABHURST 7 _d
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Classifieds

CGH“’ ind

Entertainment
Function Bands,
Disco & Karaoke

Comedians, Cabaret
Dance Shows

For all ranks,
Sgt/Officers’ Mess
Wedding & Private functions

Tel: 0181-789 7227 [ 6645
Fax: 0181-785 3533
Connextions The Name
You Can Trust! -

FOR SALE

RAMC Sgt Mess Kit, patent leather
George Boots, hardly worn — £125, ono
the lot. Velvet ball gown, black and
green £80 ono. Tel: 01252 668015. 018

Military Postcards. Mostly pre-1914.
Uniforms, mascots, colours, bands,
parades etc. SAE to: White’s Postcards,
19 Rushmoor Lane, Backwell, Bristol
BS19 3BN. o398

5th Royal Regiment of Fusiliers
original framed painting of regimental
colours and St George emblem £55.
Three  other military paintings
available. Proceeds to Regimental
funds. Buyer collects. Denise: 0121 477
4288 (Birmingham). 01198

Soldier 1950-1996, complete, less
two copies. Offers considered. Mr
Penycate, 96 Rochester Ave, Feltham,
Middlesex. Tel 0181 890 4546 01798

Complete bagpipe band instru-
ments and band uniform needs.
Hand-embroidered badges, banners,
metal badges, buckles. Write to: Geoffrey
Enterprises, Railway Road, Sialkot,
Pakistan, Fax No: +92 432 588910.
Catalogue free. 0398

British Military cap badges and
insignia. Send SAE for lists to:
INKERMAN Badges, PO Box 1022,
Coulsdon, Surrey CR5 3]Q. 25097

Military Fine Arts. Britain’s leading
British military art dealer. Access to all
British publishers. Hundreds of original
items also available. Catalogue £3.00 +
A4/50p sae. Cheques to: G Jennings-
Bramley, 5 Feversham Road, Salisbury,
Wilts SP1 3PP. Tel: 01722 328523, ro

Army Cap Badges. Send SAE plus
80p for lists to: Clans and Regiments,
14 Elm Grove, Aldbrough, East
Yorkshire HU11 4RQ. Guarantee and
generous discounts. it

Cap badges, regimental ties, blazer
badges, medals, insignia. Send £1.50
for list to: Cairncross (Dept S), 31 Belle

Vue Street, Filey, North Yorks. 03/98
81mm Mortar, MILAN, GPMG SB
Javelin, HVM, statuettes. Highly

authentic models. Antique finish or
painted. SAE for illustrated price list. 1
Gaunt Street, Lincoln, LN5 7PU. Tel:
01522 538 639 0398

Hand Embroidered Quality Wire
Blazer Badges. Send design for
sample and quote. Gemini Insignia
Company, 4/477 Khawajgan, Gujrart,
Pakistan. o598

Save Money On Your Computer,
Dennis computers are the only second-
user computers you can afford. Tel:
01705 614774. oss

A TITLE! WHY NOT? Unashamedly
affordable élitism. A unique gift/presentation
idea. Free details: Survival, Durn Cottage,
Scotscalder, Caithness, Scotland KW12
6X]J 0298

Foreign Legion recruiting brochures
and posters. Latest issues £10.00 each.
‘Bodyguards Aide Memoire’ — a must
read!  £15.00. All three £30.
Cheque/PO to: P Deane, PO Box 355,
Byfleet, KT 14 6WA. Order Now! o

NATO medal full size £18.85 (UK)
£16.25 (BFPQO). All other medals
available in F/size and miniature. SAE
for catalogue — Miniature Medals, 30
Coventry Road, Burbage, Leics, LE10
2HP. 02798

10% discount for military — camping,
walking equipment and waterproof
clothing. For free ‘Adventure Direct’
mail order brochure tel/fax: 0800
136345.

Peter Hicks Associates, comprehensive
range of military figurines available in resin
bronze and silver. Commissions always
considered. Ring for information/brochure.
Telffax: 01380 828382. 2597

-
GENUINE MILITARY &
POLICE BADGES

FOR SALE & WANTED
50p stamp required smﬁzﬁg- which list
] e
C L Heys (Dept S), PO Box 615,
Middleton, Tamworth,
Staffs B78 2AZ
Tel/fax: 01827 874856

Please debit my
My order is attached for.
Cardholder’'s Name: ..........

CREDIT CARD FORM

Please use this form to pay for Soldier Magazine goods only

The above Credit Cards will not be accepted on orders of less than £5.

Expiry Date

Cardholders Signature

{ |

Quality makers of British Army, Air
Forces and Navy badges, regimental
banners, uniform accessories, Scottish
clan crests and military badges.
Bagpipes, practice chanters and band
uniform accessories. Please ask for free
catalogue: Topflyz Industries, 21/414
Majidpura, Sialkot, Pakistan. Fax 0092
432 588547. 25197

British and overseas military badges,
collars, titles, formation signs. Regular
comprehensive stock lists £2.00. Castle
Armoury (S), 18 Castle Street, Dover
CT16 1PW. 25067

SAS “Operation Nimrod”, Pagoda
Troop storming Iranian Embassy.
“Objective Steel” assault on Iraqi
positions. “ Battle for Tumbledown”.
Guards clear Argentine postions. All
Limited Edition prints £42.00. Details:
S Lebihan, 50 Singleton Close,
Colliers Wood, London SW17 9JZ. o

For quality hand-embroidered wire
and silk thread badges, emblems,
crests and pennants send design or
pattern for return of sample and
quotation to: “Kalsara International”,
PO Box 1034, Sialkot, Pakistan 51310.

08/98

Original British Military & Police
Badges bought and sold with money-
back guarantee. Send stamped self-
addressed envelope or two inter-
national postal response coupons
(available from your post office). For
Free Sample Catalogue including;
cap, collar, trade and proficiency
badges, shoulder-titles, buttons,
formation signs, badge backings and
feather hackles. Specialist in Northern
Ireland-issue and other cloth head-
dress badges, parachute wings and
drop-zone flashes, rare “Staybrites”
and Bosnia badges. - Ian Kelly
(Militaria), PO Box 18, South PSO,
Manchester, M14 6BB. EO1
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Regimental Shields, Plaques and
Shieldclocks. In good company with
most regiments and corps of the British
Army we made your shields for the
Falklands, the Gulf and now Bosnia

and Croatia and most other
UN locations. Let us design your
regimental and operational shields.

Write for a full colour brochure to:
Military  Marketing International,
74-77 Steward . Street, Ladywood,
Birmingham BA18 7AF. Tel/fax: 0121-
4545393, Minimum order 25 Shields.
£9.95, no VAT outside the UK.
Shieldclocks £17.50. TIC

e i i e vk i e ke i e e ke e ek e e e e ke de ok dede ek

Military, sports, coronation, police,
school, masonic and miscellaneous
medals and badges. Send 2 x 26p
stamps for list: 18 Hollybank Road,
Birkenhead, Merseyside L41 25Y. osos

Largest manufacturers and
exporters of hand-embroidered bullion
badges for Army, Navy, Air Force,
Police, schools, colleges, clubs, etc.
Flags, banners, sashes, coats-of-arms,
family crests and all military
accoutrements. Also leather gloves,
footballs, track suits. Contact: ] Arthur
(PVT) Lwd, PO Box 301, Sialkot
51310, Pakistan, Fax: 92 432 588605.

MISSING YOUR SOLDIER?
_ Back issues of SOLDIER arc
available from £1.25 each
. (UK&BFPO).
To place an order please contact:
SOLDIER Magazine,
_ Ordnance Road, Aldershot,
Hants. GU11 2DU

Tel: 01252 347353

NOTICE TO READERS
The publishers of SOLDIER Magazine
cannot accept responsibility for the
accuracy of any advertisement or for any
losses suffered as a result. Readers are
strongly recommended to make their own
before sending any money or entering
into any legally binding agreement.

HOLIDAYS

HAMLETS

Property Letting & Management
HOMEOWNERS -

Moving in UK or abroad?
Let us make your property work for you, Our
small but professional company finds suitable
tenants, manages your property and ensures its
return to you as and when required. With an office
base in Loughborough we cover most East

Midlands areas.
For further information please telffax :
01509 266151
or write to:

134 KNIGHTTHORPE ROAD,

LOUGHBOROUGH, LEICS LEI1 5JU

D7

NOTICES

CHARITY COMMISSION
Charity: The Army Officers’
Widows and Widowers Fund and
The Army Officers’ Dependants
Fund
Scheme to amalgamate the
Charities
Reference: RM/71790/SC
The Charity Commissioners have made a
Scheme for this charity. A Copy can be seen for
the next month at Army Officers” Dependants
Fund. Bldg 43, Trenchard Lines, Upavon,
‘Wilts or a copy can be obtained by sending a

stamped addressed envelope to Woodfield
House, Tangier, Taunton, Somerset, TA1 4BL,
quoting the reference above.

T REUNIONS

No 2 Company I1st Battalion
Coldstream Guards (Berlin) Reunion
dinner to be held at The Victory
Services Club, 28th March 1998.
Members interested contact Major T
Nicholls, c/o RHQ Coldstream Guards.

01/98

WANTED

“Tiny”, (Brandon O’Rourke),
where are you now? Gibraltar 88/89
you fixed my boat. Tel: 01785 213203.

ores

For details of 1998 advertising
rates and publishing dates
please call Soldieron
01252 347352

(58
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TRAVEL

INSURANCE

0%

HIGH
B oireCT

STREET
PRICES

0118 981 0222

Florida — Disney/Gulf Coast
Exclusive collection of luxury
villas and apartments.
Competitive rentals. Property
sales. Car hire, travel insurance.
Flights arranged.

Tel: 07000 4-Florida

Tel: 0181 303 1003

Fax: 0181 303 1188
Keys to Florida

EURO-ENDURANCE
MULTI-ACTIVITY
TEAM CHALLE! *(.F

over 2 weeks set in the

PYRENEES

£20,0()0 l\T PRIZES
Entry fee: £670pp x 6 incl.
Enquiries:

914 4360

0117

OFF

HIGH
STREET
PRICES

40%

b pirECT
0118 981 0222

ARMY SPORTS LOTTERY RESULTS

NOVEMBER 15, 1997

Nine-way tie for first prize (18 goals,
£777.78 each): SSgt MD Bairstow,
SEME, Bordon; Cpl W Bramwell, 4
Armed Bde HQ & Signal Sgn,
Osnabruck; Sgt A Cowan, PCD PLC,
Mill Hill; Capt JJ de Quincey-Adams,
CATC BG, Warminster; SSgt M Hardy,
115 Pro Coy RMP, Osnabruck; Sgt DP
Haynes, 9 Cadet Trg Team, York; Sgt
PW Tagg, BATSU, Belize; WO2 AE
Tipping, D Mil Svy, Feltham; Cpl RS
Wells, 160 Pro Coy RMP, Aldershot.

NOVEMBER 22, 1997

Six-way tie for first prize (19 goals,
£1,166.67 each): Maj NJ Fenton, HQ
3 Cdo Bde, Plymouth; SSgt RK
Naivalura, ATDU, Bovington; Pte CM
Smith, 1GH, Osnabruck; WO1 K
Topping, 1 R lIrish, Catterick; Sgt AS
Wheeler, 16 Regt RA, Woolwich; Tpr
DAC Wright, KRH, Munster.
Note: Only six prizes this week.
Rule nine applies.

NOVEMBER 29, 1997

Twenty-way tie for first prize (16
goals, £350 each): Sgt RJ Atherton, 7
Signal Regt, Krefeld; LCpl DS Bathe,
1 LI, Episkopi; Cpl P Bell, HQ TSU
(G), Sennelager; Spr K Clatworthy-
Lewis, 35 Engr Regt, Hameln;
Cpl A Davis-Britter, 1 RSME Regt,

Chatham; Maj EJ Dawson, MAS (A),
Guildford; Cpl SJ Donegan, 21 Engr
Regt, Osnabruck; SSgt MJ Fodor, 2
LI, Paderborn; Capt AC Glasgow, 1
RSME Regt, Chatham; LCpl D
Hewlett, 2 Armd Fd, Amb, Osnabruck;
Capt R Holland, 26 Regt RA,
Gutersloh; Maj CJM Judge, Duchess
of Kent Hosp, Catterick; Sgt R Lees,
23 Pnr Regt RLC, Bicester, WO2 R
Mallon, Depot R lIrish, Ballymena;
WO2 J Reynolds, RE TDT, Chatham;
Cpl M Schorah, 32 Regt RA, Larkhill;
CSgt J Slater, ATR Pirbright; WO2
GW Vosper, Scottish Tpt Regt (V),
Dunfermline; Capt RJW Wiliams, 1
WG, London; Cpl A Wing, QRH,
Catterick.

DECEMBER 06, 1997

First prize (21 goals, £3,000): LCpl HR
Williams, QDG, Sennelager’

Four-way tie for second prize (20
goals, £1,000): Sgt JM Chambers, 1
Regt AAC, Gutersloh, Cpl RW Dawes,
22 Fd Hosp, Aldershot; Capt KP
Douglas, 24 Cadet Trg Team,
Edinburgh; Sgt Wi Willetts, 25 Int & Sy
Coy (V), York;

Thirteen-way tie for sixth prize (19
goals, £76.92 each): SSgt N Blight,
110 Pro Coy RMP, Sennelager; Sgt SJ
Bradley, 22 Fd Hosp, Aldershot; Capt

A Cotton, 1 GS Regt RLC, Gutersloh;
Cpl AT Cowburn, 39 Engr Regt,
Waterbeach; Lt Col N Dransfield,
MOD London; LCpl LJ Holman, 39
Engr Regt, Waterbeach; Sgt CR
Judge, 2 Trg Regt AAC, Middle
Wallop; Major J Marsh, 1 RGBW,
Colchester; Lt Col CS Pickles, HQ
AG, Upavon; Cpl CP Ritson, 4 GS
Regt RLC, Abingdon; Sgt AP Sivyer,
ATR Pirbright; LCpl SP Trussler, 35
Engr Regt, Hameln; Maj TDR Turner,
HQ BF Falkland Islands.

PRIZE MONEY TO INCREASE

Ticket sales have continued to
increase. They have now passed the
22,000 mark, so the prize money, as
promised, has increased to £8,000 per
week with effect from December 6. The
new prize structure is as follows:

Place New Oid

1st £3,000 £3,000
2nd £1,600 £1,500
3rd £1,100 £900
4th £800 £600
5th £500 £400
6th £400 £300
7th £300 £200
8th £200 £100
9th £100 =

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE -

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS
All classified advertisements are accepted on a
prepaid basis only, and are subject to the
following conditions.
"The Publishers reserve the right to decline any
copy material of which they may not approve
whether an order shall have been accepted or
not. All advertisements are accepted subject to
approval and conditionally upon space being
available. The Publishers reserve the right to
make any alteration they consider necessary or
desirable in an advertisement to meet their
approval, The Publishers also reserve the right
to cancel or suspend any advertisement
without stating a reason.

While every endeavour will be made to meet
the wishes of advertisers, the Publishers do not
guarantee the insertions of any particular
advertisement.

The Publishers shall not be liable for any loss
or damage occasioned by any total or partial
failure (however caused) of publicaton or
distribution of any edition in which any
advertisement is scheduled to appear.

The Publishers shall not be liable for errors
occuring after the first insertion of an
advertisement in a series, Itis the responsibility
of the advertiser to inform the Publishers of
any such error in sufficient time to allow the
amendment. A voucher copy will not be
supplied.

Advertisements will be placed under the
following headings: Accommodation,
Business Opportunities, Cars, Cars
‘Wanted, Entertainment, Exhibitions,
For Sale, Gift Services, Holidays,
Houselets, Notices, Property for Sale,
Reunions, Services, Situations Vacant,
Situations Wanted, Training, Wanted.
Other headings will be applied if deemed
acceptable by the Publishers.

The placing of an order for the insertion of an
advertisement shall amount to an acceptance
of the above conditions and any conditions
stipulated by an agency or advertiser shall be
void insofar as they are in conflict with them.

French Alps

Les Praz
Chamonix-Mont-Blanc.

Picturesque chalet accommodation,
spectacular balcony views,
sleeps 2-7, ideal family base. Skiing,
golf, walking & all mountain sports.
From £50 pppw. Photos & details.
http://wkweb5.cableinet.co.uk/
tim_hall_photographer/index.htm

TEL: 01902 374271

Valentine’s Day
Would you like to send a Valentine's
message to somebody special? Then
advertise your Valentine message in the
February issue of Soldier.

Use the coupon on this page to compose
\your advert and send in with payment to:
Advertising Departrent,

Soldier Magazine, Ordnance Road,
Aldershot, Hants GLI11 2DLL

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

NAME R
(PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS)
ADDRESS

CLASSIFICATION Postcode .
1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10
11 12 13 14 15
16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30

If you need more space, or do not wish to cut the magazine, please write clearly on plain paper.
COST: 35p PER WORD, MINIMUM CHARGE £7.00. VAT AT 17.5% MUST BE ADDED
NB: NAME AND ADDRESS AND/OR PHONE NUMBER SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN COST.
IF YOU REQUIRE A CONFIDENTIAL BOX NUMBER ADD £2.35 (INC. VAT) PER INSERTION AND TICK BOX

WORDSAT35p = £
% INSERTIONS = £
VAT AT 17.5% = £
BOX NUMBER (INC. VAT) = £
TOTAL ENCLOSED = £

CHEQUE/PO Number

(Payable to SOLDIER)

Send to:
CLASSIFIED ADS
SOLDIER
ORDNANCE ROAD
ALDERSHOT
HANTS GU11 2DU

ALL CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS MUST BE PREPAID AND WILL BE INSERTED IN THE FIRST AVAILABLE ISSUE
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CWC are contractors.to HM Forces
and offer a two year guarantee.
Beware of imitations. " Available
exclusively at Silverman’s

Mech Chrono

: Inciudltng 20mm

Latest British L ightweight o 9 2 Quartz version £220
Forces Issue = ,

*SUPPLE LEATHER, NO BREAKING IN
*HARD WEARING
*COMFORT ALL

"DPM Para Smock SAS Windproof 1959 Pattern Denison
4 press-stud bulgy Smock - DPM smock - Wool lined
FJOCKEAS DfFSS'”Q 4 bulgy packets, collar. 4 press-stud
Loy hood, dries quickly. pockets. Knitted cuffs.
Knitted cuffs. Jump G £90.00 £85.00
flap. Genuine issue enuing 8 o

From £62.99 Arctic smocks also  Current genuine combat

Qther. para kit avail. avail. £95.00 smocks avail.

Danner Acadia Leather Matterhorn Orion
& cordura severe Severe weather, all
weather boot. Goretex leather combat boots.
lined, selected by L.A. Gore-tex lined £160.00
| Sl"%aETﬁm 00 F #Ign m b:oowr:': h
nsulate ort Bragg. ig
Uninsulated £165.00 Gore—tex%gombat boot 8" High only £20.00
Other Danners stocked £175.00 17" High £35.00

Green or DPM i

Stay Warm and Snugpak SIeeka Merlin Softie 3

comfortable jack Lined with . .Sieepmg Bag
Buffalo Special 6 shirts Uﬁ;pak s!eepmg
£84.99 - Olive or Black ing. Wi
All other Buffalo kit
stocked

00°523 Aluo 'seyonod
apIs Yim 1j0S 'MIvd T104H1vd

00'SL3 Ydnod SIIpaN 00°S9L3
1INVYSSY 0002 H31A10S

‘wyoed Aep 1€ e exew sayonod
8pIS JlIS2L N3IDH3d 301d

Soldier ‘95
PLCE
Commando
Chest Rig
Genuine
Issue.
i Builtto last.
: F?%W £49. ?\9
adio pouch - 3 Shemagh Genuine Norge
NEW £14.99 ‘ Olive/black - Sand/ Army Shirt Warm
i black - Black/white and cornqumble
- Blue/white - Red/ 100%#€c
! white £6.99 Greéh, Blacks or
Soldier ‘95 Kit. - Navy From £23:00
Soldier ‘95 PI.CE DPM B Consists of:
Tactical OJJ t . 8l Yoke, Belt,
ap/5to

2 étﬁ:rt?g;? Gloves Laie!;f

Utili ouch : . issue leather
Soldier ‘95 Ripstop DPM :
S’\Eater Trousers Drawstring waist, gloves. Special

bottle cover.
Green or 4" taped buttons, 5 pockets.

DPM £120. oo Latest Issue £39.99

TEL 01 71 7 900900 FAXx: O1 71 791 0008 EMAIL: snlma:l@aol com
SILVERMAN'’S LTD (S) 2 HARFORD STREET, MILE END, LONDON E1 4PS

PHONE, FAX OR EMAIL FOR FREE CATALOGUE * P&P £3.50 ANY SIZE ORDER * OVER 50 YEARS OF SERVICE




World of wheels

Just grand for mat
p:

_—y

security

ONE GLANCE tells you that the V70
CD T5 is every inch a Volvo. Big in
stature, perfectly honed, harmoniously
balanced and suggestive of quality, there’s
the same tactile and visual excellence and
ambience youw’ll find in any car of the
marque, writes Syd Taylor,

Striking styling gains a powerful effect
from the wide body and the eye-catching
exterior encloses interior space of grand
dimensions.

This latest generation of the acclaimed
850 is obviously related to the original,
but it provides a perfect illustration of the
way that Volvo update and refine their cars
without making radical changes or alter-
ing the model’s position in the market.
This evolution keeps the car at the top of
its class while leaving its identity as strong
as ever — an advanced and versatile estate
with a build quality second to none and
bodywork guaranteed against corrosion
for eight years.

The V70 is bred for the fast lane and
with a visual slipperiness reflecting its
aerodynamic efficiency — borne out by a
drag coefficient of 0.32 — this slingshot
T5-engined V70 looks the part. Body-
coloured bumpers and protective side
mouldings, alloy wheels and a rear spoiler
heighten the impression of a car milled
from a solid ingot of high-grade steel —
bereft of squeaks and rattles, it certainly
feels that way.

SAFETY

All this quality is, of course, accompa-
nied by high safety levels with the body
shell designed to crumple progressively on
impact while passengers sit within a
robust safety cage. Volvo’s Side
Impact Protection System (SIPS)
does its job too, with airbags to
protect chest, hips and head.

There’s a high-quality aura and
functional efficiency to the spa-
cious interior inviting you to come
inside. The whole interior em-
phatically proves that estate-car
practicality can go hand-in-hand
with luxury car comfort, giving
the V70 an ability to adapt to the
varied imperatives of family and
business use, thanks to the intelli-
gent design. With the rear seats
folded there’s a useful 56 cu ft of
load space and a low sill plus a wide-open-
ing tailgate to make loading easy. Estates,
of course, live or die by their practicality
and as a load-lugger the’ V70 makes a great
working estate with a well-shaped flat-load
floor.

Comprehensive specification includes
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Driver's view inside the left-hand drive version
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Tech Spec

ENGINE Transverse 5-cylinder, 20-valve,
2319 cc, 240 bhp at 5,100 rpm.
TRANSMISSION 5-speed manual FWD.
STEERING Power; 3.2 turns lock to lock.
BRAKES Front, ventilated discs 302 mm;
rear, solid discs 295 mm.

KERB WEIGHT 1506kg.

SIZE (cm) Length, 472; width, 176; height,
145,

LUGGAGE COMPARTMENT 750 litres
(26.5 cu ft); rear seats down, 1580 litres
(56 cu ft).

PERFORMANCE Max speed 152 mph;
acceleration 0-62 mph, 7.1 sec.

MPG Urban 17.4; out-of-town 34.4; com-
bined 25.4.

PRICE Basic, £25,925; CD T5 version
tested, with optional “winter pack” and
“estate pack”, £32,175.

s L |

SIPS airbags, driver’s airbag, ABS, anti-
theft alarm, immobiliser and deadlocking,
power steering, electric windows front and
rear, and electric sunroof, leather-faced
upholstery, heated front seats, electric
driver’s seat with memory, cruise control,
traction control, front fog lights, informa-

| B
i
¥

tion centre and a top-quality sound system
—with a graphic equaliser — for radio, CDs
and tapes.

Anyone taking the wheel of this Volvo
will find their way round the cockpit
instantly. Everything is within reach and
controls are located by completely natural
movements. Although modest in capacity,
the state-of-the-art 2.3 litre twin-cam
engine is big on performance. Its tur-
bocharger rams oxygen-rich air into five
cylinders to give an output of 240 bhp,
enabling the T5 to reach a scorching top
speed of over 150 mph. Torque is of Her-
culean dimensions so you don’t have to
extend the machinery fully to tap into the
mighty force of 249 ft Ib, but if you do use
the easy-changing gearbox to extract max-
imum performance then this 150 mph
projectile whips up to speed very quickly.

CORNERING

Off the fast track and on to the twisty B
roads, you get a hint of the car’s cornering
powers, which are well beyond what nor-
mally circumspect drivers would consider
possible, never mind prudent.

You’re reassured, of course, by traction
control and anti-lock brakes which offer
prodigious stopping power. This Volvo
imparts a great feeling of security — partic-
ularly on slippery surfaces. As the road
ahead snaked into the shower-laden sky of
a November evening I was reassured too
by a chassis which permits liberties you
would just not take in lesser vehicles.

Volva’s V70 CD T5 is a car that will be
remembered not just for its scintillating
speed, but for its comfort and total practi-
cality too. There can be few cars that
better fulfil the conflicting needs of the
performance enthusiast, the family man
and the businessman — but to appreciate
fully its paradoxical nature which delivers
such a range of different dynamic experi-
ences, you need maturity and intelligence.

61



Mailvay

My thanks to Diana’s pallbearers

I CAN but echo the praise of Capt
Williams for the eight guardsmen, pall-
bearers for Diana, Princess of Wales (Oct).

I was so moved that on the evening of
the funeral I rang Wellington Barracks
and spoke to Sgt Morgan Edwards of the
Welsh Guards and told him that I would
be in London in late September and
would like to take the eight soldiers to
dinner.

I am a retired military officer and
retired civil servant and to keep busy I

volunteer at a Community Police Centre
run by the Royal Canadian Mounted
Police — our local police force — and
through the courtesy of the constable in

charge of the ____ —
e st Prize letter
caps with RCMP R——
crest, pins with RCMP crest and pins
provided by a friend in Canada Customs
for each guardsman,

Unfortunately seven of the young men
were on leave but I did meet Patrick

Dewaine, a fine young man and a credit to
his regiment, took him to dinner and left
the caps and pins with him to give to the
others.

I usually visit London twice a year and
hope to meet with Patrick and the others
when I return in late March.

My congratulations to all the military
personnel who took part in the funeral. —
Capt (Retd) C Fraser, Canadian
Armed Forces (Air), North Vancou-
ver, BC, Canada.

If it doesn’t fit, we'll
make it to measure

WE AT the Defence Clothing and
Textiles Agency (DCTA) at Bicester
were extremely interested in your
December Vox Pop feature on “kit
that should be issued”.

We are always keen to receive feed-
back, whether it be through unit
quartermasters, the pro forma in Kit
magazine, or via Soldier.

In this case we were especially glad
to see that the items we are currently
working on are the ones the soldier
wants!

Readers may be interested to know
that as well as the boot and sock
improvements which you coinciden-
tally reported on in the Kitstop fea-
ture in the same issue, we are

‘Am | the oldest original REME ASM? - see Points in Question on Page 67

intending to trial a new indoor train-
ing shoe in the spring.

We also hope to introduce female
versions of lightweight trousers and
OG shirts, which should go some way
to solving Pte Andrea Bramall’s com-
plaint that everything is too big.

This is in line with our policy of
making clothing in enough sizes to fit
95 per cent of soldiers. The remaining
five per cent are entitled to have items
made to measure.

There are many other improve-
ments and updates we are working on
which we hope to bring to light in a
future issue of Soldier. — Maj Colin
Langford, SO2 Ops & Plans, DCTA,
Bicester, Oxon.

Drum majors’ badge rights

AS Drum Major of the oldest corps of
drums in the Army (1537) may I add to
the debate conducted in your columns.

CSgt Williams (Oct) misunderstands
what being a drum major entails. All the
All Arms Drum Major’s Course does is to
teach a standardised way of doing drum
major drill. It does not, nor does it claim
to, teach you to be a drum major.

This is learnt by coming up through the
ranks of an infantry corps of drums,
learning customs, traditions, history and
duties and the special magic which belongs
to corps of drums alone. Military drum-

and-fife music is far older than military
band music. Most drum majors on their
crossbelts wear symbolic drumsticks.
They do not wear symbolic trumpets!

I am not attempting to put down those
who act as drum major, but that’s the point
— they act as drum majors. The badge
should be the exclusive prerogative of
those who stand in front of a corps of
drums. Incidentally, we are looking for
good recruits. If anyone is interested,
please contact me. — Drum Maj K Hingle,
Corps of Drums, HAC, Armoury
House, City Road, London EC1Y 2BQ.

SOLDIER welcomes your letters, whether you
are an officer or other rank; serving or civvy;
nine, 19 or 90. All we ask is that you keep them brief and to the point. We’d prefer
them to be typed but if they are handwritten, please put names, addresses and in block capi-
tals (not necessarily for publication). A prize from the Soldier gift collection (see Page 28) will
be awarded each month if we judge that a letter, serious or humorous, merits it. So get writing!
® Acceptance or rejection of letters is the decision of the Editor, who reserves the right to
amend for length, clarity or style. Anonymous letters will not be considered.

prize letter

s TV regiment
floating policy
for the Army?

IN AN episode of the latest TV series of
Soldier, Soldier a recruiting sergeant inter-
viewed a company sergeant major’s son
who confessed to being gay.

The recruiting sergeant correctly stated
MoD policy on homosexuality — namely
that it is “incompatible with military ser-
vice”. But he said so in such a way as to
suggest to the viewer that members of the
British Army, and senior NCOs in partic-
ular, do not hold that view
and that Army policy may
change soon.

Presumably such
scenes are run past the
military adviser to the
series to ensure they reflect
the Army accurately. I note
that the programme displays no dis-
claimer that views given are not those of
the MoD.

Surely the producers with their military
adviser should take care to portray accu-
rately life in the Army. Or, as well as being
partly a recruiting vehicle, is the series
being used to float intended changes in
MoD policy to get us and the public used
to the ideas before they are implemented?

Will we see, in future Soldier, Soldier
episodes, female infantry platoon
sergeants and section commanders, who
are then seen a few months later in front-
line posts? I have served 22 years and have
never met anyone who would think this is
a good idea and I believe that homosexu-
ality is incompatible with military service.
— CSgt B E T Harris, HQ Northern
Ireland.

Soldiers
air their
views in
Vox Pop
- Page 70

® We are assured that there is no intention
to “float” policy changes. The programme is a
fictional drama and can say what it likes, but a
military aadviser is available to ensure that cur-
rent Army life and policy are reflected accu-
rately. Should there be another series of
Soldier, Soldier and should Army policy have
changed in the interim, the programme
makers will be advised accordingly.
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“OK lads, let your hair down, mingle, be unobtrusive . . . but GET RESULTS”
RGBW skirmishers — Page 29 mmmmmmmmms

BIRD'S EYE-VIEW
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Please help, says
Gulf illness unit

WE ARE writing from the Gulf

War Illnesses Research Unit

based at King’s College School

of Medicine and Dentistry,

where we are currently con-

ducting one of the largest stud-

ies of military health ever
undertaken in the United Kingdom.

Three groups of military personnel
(both currently serving and discharged)
have been selected at random and have
been asked to complete and return a
questionnaire about their general health
and military experiences. So far several
thousand have done so and we would like
to thank them here.

However, there are still many people
who have not yet returned the question-
naire. It is essential for these kinds of
studies that everyone takes part, regard-
less of whether or not they served in the
Gulf or whether or not they are ill.

to be

May we ask those who have
received a questionnaire, but
have not yet returned it, please
to find the time to do so.

This research is indepen-
dent of the MoD. The infor-
mation will remain confidential, now
and for ever.

There is no compulsion to take part, but
we would like to emphasise how impor-
tant this information is to understanding
the effects of military service on health.
Those who have misplaced the form are
welcome to telephone Catherine Unwin
on 0171 737 5267, who will be happy to
forward a new copy. — Prof Simon Wes-
sely (Co-director), Prof Tony David
(Co-director), Catherine Unwin
(Study Co-ordinator), Gulf War Ill-
nesses Research Unit, King’s College
London, Bessemer Road, London
SE5 9P].

Home Guard was carried away by bayonet drill

A COUPLE of mates have written to me to
say they enjoyed my joke about the Home
Guard on exercise (Letters, Oct) but could
not understand why I put the bayonet bit in
(“swish™) as we were never short of them.
True, we had those lovely long jobs, but our
battalion was barred from fixing them on
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our rifles during field drills due to the
numerous accidents on previous occasions
when both “attackers” and “defenders” got
carried away. We lacked many things — but
not enthusiasm. — C L Golder, Bolton,
Lancs; ex-Pte, Home Guard, 9th Der-
byshire (Ilkeston) Bn.

WRITE TO: MAILBAG, SOLDIER, ORDNANCE ROAD, ALDERSHOT, HANTS GU11 2DU

2S ...

Thank you all . ..

| WISH to express my sincere thanks on
behalf of my family both in the UK and in
Melbourne, Australia, for the overwhelm-
ing number of readers of your Searchline
column (Sept 15) who made contact with
me before their departure to Egypt on the
El Alamein pilgrimage.

We were able to have a poppy wreath
laid at the foot of the Australian Tablet,
which records the names of those who
have no known or honoured grave. Pho-
tographs that have been taken will long be
treasured by the family. We are all deeply
grateful. — Derek C Scholfield (Secretary,
Exeter Branch, Royal Regiment of Artillery
Association), Heavitree, Exeter, Devon.

... S0 very much

| WOULD like to thank everyone who con-
tacted me after you publicised my search
for the graves of Balaclava survivors (Sept
15). | had calls and letters from all parts of
this country, as well as from Ireland and
Canada, from a military policeman serving
in Bosnia, and even from someone who
had just served 33 years in the Royal Navy.
| have also been in touch with one ex-
Blues and Royals man on Merseyside, and
we have become good friends. — Les Swales
(Secretary, The Victoria Cross and Balaclava
Survivors Society), Harrogate, N Yorks.

Coltman’s record

READING your item about Pte Henry
Tandey VC, DCM, MM, the most decorated
private soldier of the First World War (Dec)
prompted me to write to you about LCpl Bill
Coltman, a stretcher-bearer of the 1st/6th
North Staffords, who was awarded the VC,
DCM and Bar, MM and Bar, and a Mention in
Dispatches in the same conflict. I'm not
claiming he was the most decorated JNCO
but | know of no other who has a higher
award. He was commissioned during the
Second World War. — Sgt C D G Cooper,
Provost Section, 1 Staffords, Ternhill, Salop.

History repeated

YOUR Images article on the Gurkhas at
Church Crookham (Nov) said that for the
first time soldiers are able to bring their
wives and children with them to the UK.

In 1963-64, when | was serving in the
Royal Engineers in Moolton Barracks, Tid-
worth, Gurkha officers were accompanied
by their wives in the married quarters next
to Jellalabad Barracks. — N L Jacques (ex-
Sgt RE), Tamworth, Staffs.

Great camp

| WOULD like to thank everyone who made
our cadet unit’s last summer camp in
Devon so successful, including the 3*
cadre instructors and Cpl Gwilt.

Maj Greenwood, of our unit, has a bet
on with me that Soldier would not print a
second letter from the same person (my
first was in the May 27, 1997 issue). So
please let me prove him wrong for once! -
Sule Piacenti, Peacehaven, E Sussex.
® Sorry, Maj Greenwood!




REVIEWS

Learning to know
and love the media

RELATIONS between the mili-
tary and the media have come a
long way since Kitchener's
- famously suc-

cinct press
briefing in the
Sudan in 1897:
“Out of my way,
you drunken
swabs!”

Indeed, in
researching the
absorbing and
well-document-
ed War and the
Media (Sutton Publishing, hard-
back, £19.99) Fd Marshal Sir
John Stanier, former CGS, and
Miles Hudson, also ex-Army,
have gone to great pains to
understand this motley crew and
determine its considerable influ-
ence on the conduct of war.

For example, would the Gulf
War have ended when it did had
the world not been told of the
turkey-shoot on the Basra road?

Dan, Dan, the
diplomatic man

IMAGINE the scene. You are a
British Army officer who agrees
to translate a Chinese military
attaché’s
speech ata
dinner party.
The only prob-
lem is that you
do not under-
stand Chinese,
s0 you ad-lib.
The story is one
of many enter-
taining anec-
dotes strung together
seamlessly by former RE officer
Dan Raschen in his memoir
Diplomatic Dan: A Military
Attaché in Sweden (The Book
Guild, hardback, £16.95).

DAN RASCHEN

Verse that inspired
an author’s quest

ONE summer evening six years
ago Dianne Graves, visiting the
site of Lt Col John McCrae’s
dressing station
near Ypres,
heard his
famous 1915
poem In Flan-
ders Fields
being recited
and was moved
to scour Europe
and Canada to
detail his life
and times.

A Crown of Life: The World
of John McCrae (Spellmount
Publishers, hardback, £19.95)
draws on letters, diaries, pho-
tographs and sketches to paint a
vivid picture of the man who suc-
cumbed to pneumonia in 1918.
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Famous faces from one of TV’s all-time great
comedies paraded for Soldier’s photographer
when Warden Hodges (Bill Pertwee, second left
foreground) launched the 30th anniversary edi-
tion of Dad’s Army: The Making of a Television
Legend at the Imperial War Museum. With Bill
(from left) are Frank Williams (the vicar), Brenda

A OF A TELE
misl PERTWES

Cowling, partly obscured (guest actress), Eric
Longworth (town clerk), Philip Madoc (U-boat
commander), Pamela Cundell (Mrs Fox), Harold
Snoad (production manager, who secured the use
of Army land in Norfolk for location filming), Bill's
son James and Jeffrey Holland (guest actor). The
book is published by Pavilion at £14.99.

EIGHT terrorists killed with
18 rounds of ammunition was
the tally credited to a Royal
Marine sniper just before the
withdrawal from Aden in the
1960s.

In Stalk and Kill - The Sniper
Experience, Adrian Gilbert has
put together the personal
accounts of British and Amer-
ican soldiers who excelled at
pinpointing the face of the
target — or victim - before
gently squeezing the trigger.

Judging by these accounts it
takes a special sort of person
to become a sniper. The Royal
Marine referred to was a one-
time poacher and crackshot,
with  experience  against
EOKA guerrillas in Cyprus.

“The sniper is the loneliest
bloke in the world,” he said.
“That’s how I liked it. Others
could smell it on you and they
all wanted to get away. You
didn’t have any friends.”

This book is made up of
personal accounts like this
from the 18th century
through to former Yugoslavia.

Another book on a similar
subject, With British Snipers to
the Reich — more a practical
guide to the sniper’s art — has
been reissued, half a century
after it was written.

Its author, Capt Clifford
Shore, was a member of the
first RAF Regiment squadron

Lon

Stalk and Kill by Adrian Gilbert,
Sidgwick & Jackson, £17.99.

With British Snipers to the
Reich by Capt Clifford Shore.
Greenhill Books, hardback, £25.

to go ashore on D-Day and
fought through Normandy
and Europe before being com-
missioned into the Army after
the war. But what’s it like to be

eliest jo
N the worlc

D

on the end of a sniper’s bullet?
Gilbert says quite a number of
targets have survived to tell
their tale, including the cele-
brated writer George Orwell.

He was shot in the neck
while serving as a sniper with
the Republican forces during
the Spanish Civil War in the
1930s. He forgot, for an instant,
to keep his head down. — JM

Picture: Terry Champion

MORE a literary gallop than a
stroll through the pages of his-
tory, War Walks 2 covers six
major battles in British history
from 1066 And All That to the
Blitz in 1940-41.

And author Richard Holmes,
the TA’s senior serving officer
who recently presented a TV
series linked to this book, does
it all in about 200 pages.

His choice of battles proved
difficult, but he gives sound
reasons for selecting Hastings,
Bosworth, Naseby, The
Boyne, Dunkirk and the Blitz.

While each of his accounts
makes vivid reading, with his-
toric turning-points explained,
Dunkirk is a likely focal point
for many Soldier readers.

Since the event is well
within living memory and
because so many involved are
still around, his account of the
Dunkirk withdrawal will, for
them, evoke desperate times.

For the rest of us his direct
style leaves us in little doubt
about the whole sorry saga.

Misunderstandings over
policies of the Allied govern-
ments involved an acute
shortage of equipment, con-
flicting orders and, with each
Service seemingly doing its
own thing, the impression is
clearly gained that the right
hand and the left were some-
what uncoordinated.

It’s not surprising that Gen

War Walks 2 by Richard Holmes.
BBC Worldwide, hardback, £16.99.

Lord Gort, the C-in-C, found
it difficult, given the strength
of the enemy and the igno-
rance of the Allied chain of
command of the true situation
the BEF faced, to make deci-

War walker: Brig Holmes

sions at least to slow down the
retreat to Dunkirk.

The official history of the
campaign, says Holmes,
declares that Gort, who won
the VC in 1918, “was not an
intellectual man, nor had he
the mind of an administrator;
by temperament and training
he was a fighting soldier . . .”

Commissioned into the
Grenadier Guards in 1905, he
was a guardsman through and
through, with a respect for
precision.

Brig Holmes, Professor of

Foot soldier
at the gallop

Military and Security Studies
at Cranfield and Shrivenham,
and who recently became the
MoD’s Director Reserve
Forces and Cadets, tells of this
trait by describing how an
early conference Gort called
as C-in-C of the BEF was to
discuss “from which shoulder
the steel helmet should be
slung when not worn . . .”

But all of that was irrelevant
on the beaches of Dunkirk
during the scramble for rescue
by the “little ships”.

One observer wrote of men
queuing in the sea up to their
necks: “Our only thoughts
were to get on a boat. Not a
word was spoken. The men
just stood there staring into
darkness. . . heads and shoul-
ders only showing above the
water. Fixed, immovable, as
though chained there.”

It was the end of the BEF
and Churchill ordered Gort
home on May 31. Two days
later the last British soldier
was evacuated.

Each of the chapters in this
book has three parts: the polit-
ical and military event con-
cerning the battles; the
description of the campaigns
and battles and the best way to
tour the battle areas.

This book provides a practi-
cal and exciting way of swot-
ting up on British military
history. — JM.

s

The SAS Encyclopedia by
Steve Crawford. Sub-titled The
Definitive Companion to the
World's Crack Regiment. Who
can argue? Simon & Schuster,
large-format paperback, £12.99.

How a Merseyside Nonentity
Helped to Defeat Hitler and
Follow in Dick’s Footsteps by
W F Harden. The title is almost
as long as the book — 35 pages
of rhyming couplets giving a wry
view of the war by a soldier in the
6th Cheshires. Arthur H Stock-
well Ltd, Ilfracombe, Devon,
paperback, £2.75.

The Armies of Rommel by
b

George Forty. New study by the
former curator of Bovington's
Tank Museum. Arms & Armour,
hardback, £20.

They Shall Not Grow Old: Irish
Soldiers and the Great War by
Myles Dungan. More than a
quarter of a million lrishmen,
many of them nationalists,
fought in the 1914-18 war. This
book records their thoughts and
emotions. Four Courts Press,
Dublin, hardback, £17.95.

The Second World War by John

Keegan. Paperback reissue of
the 1989 masterpiece by the
former Sandhurst senior lecturer
described by Tom Clancy as “the
best military historian of our gen-
eration”. Pimlico, £14.

The Macmillan Dictionaries of
the First and Second World
Wars by Stephen Pope and Eliz-
abeth-Anne Wheal; consultant
editor, Prof Keith Robbins. Two
substantial paperback volumes
totalling more than 1,100 pages
covering all aspects, with
chronologies and specially-com-

missioned maps. £14.99 each.

Rifles and Combat Shotguns
by John Norris. This well-illus-
trated reference work by ex-
Grenadier Guards journalist is
strong on assault and sniper
rifles  worldwide. Brassey's,
hardback, £15.95.

Three First World War paper-
back guides published by Leo
Cooper: the excellent Major and
Mrs Holt's Battlefield Guide to
Ypres in full colour with pullout
map (£14.95); and two in the

Battleground Europe series,
Passchendaele: The Fight for
the Village by Nigel Cave, and
Fricourt-Mametz, Somme by
Michael Stedman, both at £9.95.

The World in Conflict: War
Annual 8 by John Laffin. An
update on worldwide flashpoints.
Brassey’s. Hardback, £25.

Ferret by Pat Ware. All you need
to know about the British Army’s
FV700 Series. Large-format
paperback available direct from
Warehouse  Publications, 5
Rathbone Square, Tanfield
Road, Croydon, Surrey CRO 1BT
at £16 (£18 overseas) inc p&p.

J
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Sharpely-observed
Hussars’ history

JOHN Mollo, whose film credits
as costume designer and military
adviser include The Charge of
the Light
Brigade, Star
Wars, Gandhi,
and Sharpe’s
Rifles, has
delved into the
early history of
the first British
regiments of
Hussars to write
The Prince’s
Dolls (Leo
Cooper, hard-
back, £21.95). This detailed and
entertaining account of these by-
products of the Prince Regent's
penchant for military finery and
dandyism follows their story
through to the Peninsular War.

Literary therapy
eased PoW trauma

FIFTY years on, former Royal
Signals conscript Aubrey E
Cooper found a novel way to
come to terms =
with the trau-
matic legacy of
three-and-a-half
years as a
Japanese PoW.
He described
his horrific
experiences in
the form of
imaginary let-
ters to Megan, the girl he was
later to marry (they celebrated
their golden wedding last year).
Her drawings illustrate the result-
ing 123-page paperback, Pris-
oner on the Rails: Letters from
the Edge of Despair (Lane Pub-
lishers). It is available from the
author at Cwm Bychan, 1

Rhodfa Sian, Dyserth, Den-
beighshire LL18 6BJ, priced
£9.99 plus £1.20 p&p.

Modesty forbids

no longer. ..

WRITER, broadcaster and natu-
ralist Norman Ellison (Nomad of
the BBC) was too modest to
publish his delib-
erately under-
stated First
World War diary.
On his death in
1976 it was
bequeathed,
with letters and
memoirs, to the
Liverpool RS
Libraries Record Office. Th
documents now form the basis of
a book edited by David Lewis
which forms a valuable contribu-
tion to the wealth of first-person
accounts of this senseless con-
flict. Remembrances of Hell is
published by Airlife in hardback
at£19.95.




Sulletin boara

Coldstream Guards drummers: past and
present reunion planned in near future. Date to
be finalised. For details send sae to Peter
Horsfall, 222 Leigh Hunt Drive, London N14
6DS.

17th Field Coy and 17th Field Sgn RE:
reunion planned for early 1998. Send stamped
addressed envelope for details to Denis
Stephenson, 16 Whitby Avenue, Eston, Mid-
dlesbrough TS6 9NH or tel 01642 469264).

The Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders
(Princess Louise’s) Regimental Associa-
tion: Scottish branch annual dinner and dance
at the Stakis Glasgow Airport Hotel, Feb 27.
Former members and friends invited. Contact
secretary J Gaughan, 49 Cartha Crescent,

SEARCHLINE

Coldstream Guards: Sgt Peacock’s squad,
1950, where are you now? Nine members
traced, but looking for D Mitchell, A Ryan, W
Wright, R Gray, J Robson, A Gillette, R
Wostear, G Brabander, F Douglas, G Peear, B
Tinsley. Contact Harry Westgarth, 49 Rokeby
Park, Hull HU4 7QE (tel 01482 503649).

Did you serve with the Cyprus Regiment or
the Cyprus Volunteer Force? Author Alan
Grace would like to hear from you. Contact him
at 7 Wellington Avenue, Fleet, Hants, GU13
9BJ (tel 01252 815873).

Movement Control Historical Society,
recently formed by ex-RE and RCT personnel,
would like to hear from those who served in
movement control during or since the Second
World War. Contact Ray Taylor, 2 Plumpton
Close, Chippenham, Wilts SN14 0YS.

Bill Fleckney, 14 Buckland Path, Buckland,
Portsmouth, Hants PO2 7DB, would like to
hear from any Garrison RPs (RAC) at Boving-
ton Camp or Chichester (Royal Sussex Regt)
between 1945-48, also anyone from Fort Dar-
land and the Pioneer dump at Corsham, Wilts.

Copies sought of service documents of Cpl
Richard Harding, 2nd Battalion, King's Own
Yorkshire Light Infantry, died Nov 18, 1916 on
the Somme. Contact Steven Reed, 27 Leech-
pool Lane, Roffey, Horsham, W Sussex RH13
BAG (tel 01403 255833).

News sought of Jim Brown, ex-R Sigs GHQ
Cairo, who took part in a cycle race around
Gezira Island, near Cairo, on April 30, 1944,
Replies to Christopher Saunders, 14 Narrow
Way, Wenhaston, Halesworth, Suffolk IP19 9EJ.

Paisley (tel 0141 889 9120) or Lt Col (Retd) J
M Lauder on 0141 884 8483 for further details.
Artillery Clerks: 64th Artillery Clerks’ reunion
dinner in the WOs’ and Sgts’ Mess, Woolwich
on March 7. Contact WO1 J M Charlton,
LSL/RA, tel (733) 2541 or 01722 436541.

Queen’s Regimental Association: annual
reunion and supper at the Victory Services
Club, London, March 7. Tickets available from
the Secretary, RHQ PWRR, Howe Barracks,
Canterbury, Kent CT1 1JY.

Coldstream Guards: 3rd Battalion, No 4
Company (1950-55) sixth reunion dinner in
Birmingham, April 25. Contact Harry West-
garth, 49 Rokeby Park, Hull HU4 7QE (tel
01482 503649).

USEFUL NUMBERS

Army Benevolent Fund 0171 581 8684
Army Families Federation 01980 615525
Harassment confidential support line:

UK 0800 731 4880
Germany 0800 1827 393
Cyprus 08091065

Samaritans 0345 90 90 90
SSAFA Forces Help 0171 403 8783
WRVS 01235 442954

TV researcher looking for Brits who have set-
tled abroad in British or ex-British territories
and who have had lives full of interesting per-
sonal experiences as well as having an
overview of the life of expatriates abroad.
Contact David Vallance, 144 Kennington Park
Road, London SE11 4DJ.

Simon Beckwith, ex-Royal Horse Attillery,
wishes to contact old mates. Replies to 11
Eastgate, Stevenage, Herts SG1 1EW.

Fred Wilson-Taylor has set up an Internet site
designed as a contact pool for serving and
retired Service personnel. The address is
http://www.wilsontaylor.clara.net.

Kerry Cusack seeks news of her godparents,
Mr and Mrs Kenneth Daniels, last seen with
the RAOC at CAD Kineton, 1992. Replies to 4
Charlton Street, Llandudno, Gwynedd LL30
2AA.

5 Kings/2 T Force: 1998 activities include
reunions at Liverpool, London and Notting-
ham, a ten-day trip to Germany and civic

APPOINTMENTS

Major General: M J Strudwick, late Royal
Scots — To be GOC Scotland, Dec 1.

Brigadier: | A Johnstone — To Commander
BMM Kuwait, Dec 4; T M Macartney — To
Director DLSS D Log Sp (A), Dec 8; JH T Short
—To DRAC, Dec 7.

Colonel: A N Bellamy — To Chief HQ ARRC,
Dec 9; R M Brunt — To Commander 3 Inf Bde
HQ and Sig Sgn, Dec 1; D R Burns — To Com-
mandant HQ RSME, Dec 1; P C Cort - To
Colonel (W) D Def Sys, Dec 1; N St J Hall - To
Staff Officer UK Mil Rep and Staff Brussels,
Dec 8; T W Hambrooke — To Colonel DM(A),

Dec 1; J N R Houghton — To Commander 39 Inf
Bde HQ and Sig Sqn, Dec 2; R M A Joy — To
Colonel RHQ REME, Dec 8; H L A MacDonald
— To Commander BATUS Main, Dec 7; D
McDowall — To Colonel R Sigs/Int Div, Dec 12;
M Nugent — To Commandant AGC Trg Gp, Dec
8; J H Thoyts — To Defence Attaché Svc
Attaché Bangkok, Dec 3.

Retirements

Brigadier: P G H Jepson, late RAVC, Dec 5;
L A Wilkes, late RA, Dec 3.

Colonel: E H Sambell, late R Sigs, Dec 1; R
D Vellacott, late LI, Dec 9.

1st/4th/7th Royal Tank Regiments: annual
reunion at St John's Swallow Hotel, Solihull,
West Midlands, May 22-24. Details from G J
Bourne, Lyneham Cottage, Lyneham House,
Yealmpton, Plymouth PL8 2LG, or R T Rath-
mell, 19 Yeolland Lane, lvybridge, Devon PL21
6YL.

50 Missile Club, Royal Artillery: reunion in
the Winter Gardens, Blackpool, May 30.
Details from A J Todd, 9 The Grove, Heathhall,
Dumfries DG1 1TN (tel 01387 262378).

Royal Signals, Malta and Libya 1959-65:
Reunion planned Sept. Including National Ser-
vice and WRAC. Further details from Roy
Andrews, Moorings, 7 The Heath, South
Tankerton, Whitstable, Kent CT5 3HJ.

receptions at Bad Nenndorf and Goslar.
Details: K V G Moore, The Granary, Bacton
NR12 0JP (tel 01692 651086.

Tracey Oliver, 2b Cranwell Drive, Burnage,
Manchester M19 1WD (tel 04325 152955)
seeks news of Scottish soldier Jason Colvin,
with whom she lost touch several years ago.

Author researching impressions and experi-
ences of British soldiers in Northern Ireland
since 1969 for book intended to contribute
towards building greater understanding
between people involved in the conflict.
Replies to John Linday, Guildhall Press Com-
munity Book Publishers, 41 Great James
Street, Londonderry, N Ireland BT48 7DF.

Unexpurgated text sought of Second World
War ballad The Soldier’s Farewell to Egypt.
Replies to Roy Lane, Daisy Cottage, 16 Thorn-
ton Meadow, Wisborough Green, Billingshurst,
W Sussex RH14 0BW (tel 01403 700047).

Birmingham area branch of the National
Malaya and Borneo Veterans’ Association
now based at Sutton Coldfield. Details from P
Daley, 18 Monks Kirby Road, Sutton Coldfield,
West Midlands B76 2UN (please send sae).

Pam Jarvis, 25 Alexandra Road, Grimshy
DN31 1RD (tel 01472 362956) wants to hear
from soldier Alan, with whom she was in con-
tact during the Gulf War.

Win a GPS

Soldier and Magellan Systems Interna-
tional have one Pioneer hand-held GPS
(see Kitstop, Page 39) up for grabs. If you
would like this state-of-the-art piece of kit
(and what outdoor enthusiast would
not?) just send in your answer to the fol-
lowing question:

Even without satellite navigation, 16th
century explorer Ferdinand Magellan was
able to discover a route between two
oceans. It still bears his name. What is it
and which two oceans does it connect?

Answers should be marked “GPS compe-
tition” and reach Soldier by February 1.
Our address is on Page 70. Good luck!
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Nation’s
tribute
to the
soldiers
from
Nepal

In tribute to the Nepalese
warriors who have for
nearly 200 years been
loyal guardians of the
Crown, a larger-than-life
bronze Gurkha stands
vigilant in Horse Guards
Avenue near the Ministry
of Defence.

The statue, by sculptor
Philip Jackson, is based
on a design for Gurkha
war memorials erected in
India 70 years ago.

Commissioned by the
Gurkha Brigade Associa-
tion, it was unveiled by
the Queen, who was
accompanied by the
Duke of Edinburgh and
the Prince of Wales,
Colonel-in-Chief of The
Royal Gurkha Rifles. A
guard of honour was
formed by 1 RGR.

You can help stop the
trade in war memorials

EX-SERVICE men and women are
being asked to help the campaign to save
our war memorials and roll of honour
plaques after members of the Royal
Family rallied to the cause.

Along with the Duke of Edinburgh
and Duke of Kent, the Queen Mother
has expressed interest in the aims of the
organisation Friends of War Memorials,
founded by ex-Royal Marine lan David-
son.

In a letter to him, her private secretary
wrote: “The Queen Mother . . . hopes

that with the help of the Royal British
Legion you will be able to stop the prac-
tice of memorials and rolls of honour
dedicated to those who lost their lives in
action being sold as souvenirs or novel-
ties.”

Mr Davidson said: “It is a disgusting
practice. People are starting to become
aware of the problems and I welcome
the support coming through now from
the RBL.

“We need ex-Service people and
Legion branches to help us.”

very excellent reading it was.

ber me?

At the age of 88 | wonder if | am now the oldest surviving orig-
inal REME ASM. Can anyone tell me, and does anyone remem-

| joined up early in 1940 under a special enlistment scheme
in the RAOC and by February 1942 had risen to the rank of WO1 (ASM), transferring to
REME when it came into being in October, 1942.

| served in the UK, Italy and Greece (55th Inf Div and 4th Indian Div), either i/c brigade or
anti-tank LADs. — Frank Henderson, Christchurch, Dorset.

Am | the oldest original REME ASM?

IN a doctor's waiting-room | came across a February 1997 edi-
tion of Soldier — a magazine | had not seen since 1948 — and
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Questions
of rank

Authority
and status

RANK and insignia give soldiers a visible
authority and status. During the First
World War officers’ rank was displayed
conspicuously on the cuffs for all except
Scottish regiments. Unfortunately, this
marked them out as targets for enemy
snipers. A junior officer in a crack regiment
at the front had a life expectancy of six
weeks. Hence the rank insignia was subse-
quently made more discreet.

In the Second World War officers’ rank
badges were again to stand out proud.
Although steel helmets were not supposed
to be wilfully damaged, there were cases of
rank badges being affixed by brazing, sol-
dering and even by drilling holes in the
metal. One military museum has an exam-
ple of a steel helmet bearing a metal
insignia of a field marshal.

Officers of the Royal Fusiliers had
shapes of crowns and stars painted on their
helmets in gold. Another unusual practice,
which was officially promulgated by Army
Council instruction 647 of 1943, was the
printing of officers’ rank badges in bitumi-
nous emulsion on each shoulder of the
anti-gas capes, stencils being provided for
the crown only!

THROUGH THE RANKS

Army ranks are universal. Most rank
titles come from French with some origi-
nating in Latin and the Roman legions.

Field marshal was first conferred in
1736 and remains the highest rank in the
British Army, although today’s generals
can no longer be promoted to it in peace-
time. A field marshal never retires and
remains on the active list until he dies.
However, his pay is reduced when he is no
longer employed.

The rank also exists for example in
German - Feldmarschall and French -
Marechal de France. Two great rival field
marshals of the Second World War were
Viscount Montgomery of Alamein and
Erwin Rommel. Today, the Duke of Edin-
burgh and the Duke of Kent both hold this
rank, while the King of Nepal is an hon-
orary field marshal in the British Army.

In the USA equivalent five-star rank is
General of the Army. The most famous
was Dwight D Eisenhower, later President.

General today can be commander of an
army in wartime. The rank dates back to
1576. The current Chief of the Defence
Staff is Gen Sir Charles Guthrie. Until
recently CDS was five-star rank, shared in
turn by a Field Marshal, Admiral of the
Fleet and Marshal of the Royal Air Force. —
Hugh Howton

® More ranks in the next issue
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Commission keeps
pledge to the fallen

AN extraordinary picture of the care and
effort which goes into honouring our war
dead worldwide emerges from the columns
of the 1996-97 annual report of the Com-
monwealth War Graves Commission.

It is work that never stops: the discovery
of the remains of 27 men (see Finally . . .)
near Monchy le Preux a year ago was the
largest since 1982, when what remained of
51 British First World War soldiers were
unearthed on the Somme.

In northern Burma a military expedi-
tion was specially trained to reach aircraft
wreckage found deep in the jungle by a
native hunter. It turned out to be a Cana-
dian Air Force Squadron Dakota lost
while delivering supplies to the British
Army in June 1945. The remains of six
Canadian crewmen were taken to
Taukkyan War Cemetery and laid to rest
in the presence of next-of-kin.

In Sierra Leone, work to improve the
quality of cemeteries was disrupted by vio-
lent conflict, while Nigeria was still closed
to Commission staff. Paradoxically Iraq —
where the CWGC commemorates 54,000
mostly First World War casualties — allowed
inspection visits for the first time since the
Gulf War. Work began at Baghdad (North
Gate) and Alwiyah Indian War cemeteries.

DATES

FEBRUARY

21: Lecture on the war in Korea by Gen Sir
Anthony Farrar-Hockley, at Airborne Forces
Museum, Aldershot, £6.50 (01252 349619).

APRIL
27: Lecture by Mr J Woltman on working with
Dutch Resistance, Airborne Forces Museum.

MAY

10: Combined Cavalry Old Comrades parade
and memorial service, 1100 hours at Cavalry
Memorial, Hyde Park (details: 0171 414 5233).

JUNE

2: 41-gun royal salute by King's Troop RHA,
Hyde Park, 1200 hours, and 62-gun royal
salute by HAC, Tower of London, 1300, to
mark anniversary of Queen’s Coronation.
3-4: Floodlit Beating Retreat by Massed
Bands of the Household Division, Horse
Guards Parade, 2130 hours. Tickets on 0171
414 2271 from March 1.

9-11: Beating Retreat by Massed Bands of
Royal Artillery, Horse Guards Parade. Details
on 0181 781 3032.

13: Queen’s Birthday Parade (Trooping the
Colour); Colonel's Review, June 6; Major
General's Review, May 30. Ticket applica-
tions accepted Jan 1-Feb 28 (0891 505 453).

JULY
21-Aug 2: Royal Tournament, Earls Court.

Details: 0171 799 2323.
N J

Cyprus experienced its first snow in 40
years, with a subsequent frost decimating
cemetery plants. In northern Europe,
more than 350,000 roses have been
replanted in war cemeteries since 1990 as
part of a long-term programme.

Young trees at Bedford House Ceme-
tery in Belgium were kept alive by the
Ieper Fire Brigade when heat and drought
threatened to kill them off. Water, or the
lack of it, is a worldwide problem for the
Comumission as it attempts to maintain the
gardens for which it is justly famous.

Underground tanks, moisture-retaining
agents and green, grass-like ground creep-
ers have provided some of the answers in
warmer parts of the globe.

Doing its bit for conservation, the Com-
mission aims to recycle up to 90 per cent
of its plant waste by 2005, leading to huge
savings in compost purchases. In the UK,
clippings from yew hedges are collected
and used for the extraction of medicine
claimed to retard some forms of cancer.

Computers have eased access to infor-
mation on Commission records, leading
to some surprising results. The annual
report reveals that an enquirer sought the
burial place of one 2nd Lt Horace Walpole
Mann of the 6th Loyal North Lancashires.

All attempts to trace him failed, but
revealed a Maj Horatio Gordon Mann
who served with the same unit and died on
the same day, August 10, 1915. At first it
was thought the two casualties were the
same man, but research indicated that
they were brothers and that they had both
fought and died at Gallipoli.

It was not until the advent of the com-
puterised database that it became possible
to commemorate Horace Mann on the
Helles Memorial to the Missing on Gal-
lipoli. Thanks to the Commission, now in
its 80th year, and modern technology, its
commitment to the fallen will be fulfilled.
The name of 2nd Lt Horace Mann will
“liveth for evermore”.

Light at end of Newhaven tunne

ARMY veterans are being sought through
Soldier by a local historian to shine light on
the shadowy story of a Second World War
underground military headquarters at
Newhaven in East Sussex.

Fortress Control, known by the Army as
Combined Operations Headquarters,
NOIC Newhaven, was part of the Royal
Navy shore base HMS Forward, which
maintained a plot of the Channel in a sim-
ilar way to Dover Castle and Fort South-
wick, Portsmouth.

Geoffrey Ellis, historian for the town’s
Local and Maritime Museum, wants to

Bill Hatcher receives an inscribed Middle-
sex Regimental plaque from Maj (Retd) Ron
Morris to mark his 100th birthday. Now a
resident at St Mary’s Home in Bexley, Bill
was a pre-First World War Territorial Army
soldier with the 8th Battalion, The Middle-
sex Regiment. He went to France in 1914
and was wounded twice, once in the head
and once in the foot.

“l was waiting for the one in the middle
but fortunately it never arrived,” he said.

Family members and friends were joined
by the Mayor of Bexley and regimental asso-
ciation representatives for Bill’s birthday.

S?

hear from veterans involved with tunnels
deep beneath the Guinness Trust Holiday
Home or in the Manor House at Denton,
Newhaven. “I know that 172 Tunnelling
Coy, Number 2 Section was involved in
the excavation, and that 577 Army Fd Coy
was employed for the fitting-out,” he said.
Mr Ellis hopes to have the tunnels
declared a heritage site and opened to the
public. He has published a book and
video, The Secret Tunnels of South Hetghton,
dedicated to those who served there.
Contact him at 11 Fairholme Road,
Newhaven, E Sussex BN9 ONY.
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Name-dropping: Enjoying a break at an international convention of reserve officers in Aal-

""ré P {

borg, Denmark are three men with the same name but different spellings. From left to right
are Lt Col Rory Steevenson, CO 6/7 PWRR (V); Brig Peter Stevenson, secretary of East Mid-
lands TAVRA; and Col Rex Stephenson, from Headquarters Land Command

Another year in life
of the Royal Berks. ..

READERS of two earlier books written by
five mature students who make up the
Kitchener Battalions project group at
Reading University will be interested in
their third offering, which covers the same
battalions through the year of 1917.

From Arras to Cambrai by Colin Fox, Ian
Cull, John Chapman, Martin Mclntyre
and Len Webb follows the fortunes of the
three Kitchener Barttalions (the 5th, 6th
and 8th) of The Royal Berkshire Regi-
ment. The foreword is by Prof Richard
Holmes, whose own latest work is
reviewed on Page 65.

With conscription, the Royal Berkshires
recruited from a much-extended area, so
this carefully-researched story is as much
about men from Cambridgeshire, Hert-
fordshire, Gloucestershire and Cornwall

~

(S0)YEARS AGO

From Soldier, January 1948

MEN OF THE DESERT

In the explosive atmosphere which over-
hangs the Arab lands there is a good
deal of conjecture about the ultimate
fate of King Abdullah’s Arab Legion,
which is subsidised by Britain. Part of
the Legion is lent to the British Army for
guard duties in Palestine.

52SYEARS AGO

From Soldier, January 1973

ALL THINGS CONSIDERED. . .

The English officer is least of all an offi-
cer. He is a rich landowner, house-owner,
capitalist or merchant. He knows nothing
about the Services and is only seen on
parade and reviews. His chief amuse-
ments are gambling, racing and sports.
He goes to bed at dawn and gets up at

midday. — From Russian Odessa News

SOLDIER January 1998

as it is about soldiers from Berkshire.
Priced at £7.95 (or £8.75 inc p and p), it
is available in softback from the Centre for
Continuing Education, University of
Reading, London Road, Reading, Berks
RG1 5AQ.

... and 2nd Manchesters

LATEST publication from the Museum
of the Manchesters is Regimental Life in the
British Army in India, 1921-1922, a 26-
page softback based on the 2nd Manches-
ters at their permanent station in India
following active service in Mesopotamia.

The book costs £5.95 and is available
from RHQ(), The King’s Regiment,
Ardwick Green, Manchester M12 6HD
(tel 0161 273 6191).

Granite tribute

A MEMORIAL has been dedicated at
Saint-Venant in France to men of the Ist
Battalion, The Royal Welch Fusiliers who
died delaying German forces advancing
on Dunkirk in late May, 1940.

The battalion lost 98 officers and men,
many of them buried at Saint-Venant and
in neighbouring cemeteries, in a series of
heroic rearguard actions.

Fittingly, the memorial, of granite with
a Welsh slate tablet, was designed by Col
Jack Willes, who fought in the battles. It
was unveiled by Brig David Ross, colonel
of the regiment and Commander 160
(Wales) Brigade, at the scene of the battal-
ion’s final stand against the Germans.

Dr John Pimlott — memorial service

A memorial service for the late Dr John Pimlott,
Head of the Department of War Studies at the
Royal Military Academy Sandhurst, will be held
at the Royal Memorial Chapel on February 6.
Friends and colleagues who wish to attend
may apply to the Director of Studies, RMAS on
01276 412382 or Camberley Mil 2382.

Flnally...

THE remains of 25 unknown British sol-
diers killed at the Battle of Arras in France
in 1917 are to be buried alongside two who
have been identified following painstaking
detective work at University College
London. Pte Frank King and Pte George
Anderson, both of the 13th Battalion, The
Royal Fusiliers, died on April 11, 1917, and
it is believed those found with them were
also Royal Fusiliers. Unearthed a year ago
during excavations for a new factory, their
remains will be buried with full military hon-
ours at Monchy Arras, most probably in
April on the 81st anniversary of the battle.

Good news from Beverley, Yorkshire, where
the Museum of Military Transport has been
saved. It went into provisional liguidation a
year ago with “insurmountable financial prob-
lems” but has been revived by “community
spirit”. Former Household Cavalry driver Alan
Bushell, co-founder of a £10m-a-year timber
business and an avid collector of military vehi-
cles, is the knight in shining armour. Curator
Wally Dugan will continue to run the museum,
working closely with Bushell’s Baltic Pine
Timber Corporation Ltd.

Look out for the Imperial War Museum'’s
new exhibition on 1918 — the Year of Decision
— which marks the 80th anniversary of the
final 12 months of the First World War. ltems
on display include Fd Marshal Haig’s uniform.

D-Day veteran John Lanes (68) was heart-
broken to find only one citizen of Newark, Tpr
Tony Howes, serving with
his old home town Territori-
al Army unit. The Sher-
wood Rangers Yeomanry
were raised in Newark in
1794 and Mr Lanes has
urged its youngsters to “get
fell in" to ensure 200 years
of town and unit history
does not wither away.

Tpr Howes

Soldiers from 7 R Irish, based in Belfast,
used their abseiling skills to carry out an envi-
ronmental project in Scabo Quarry, near New-
townards in Co Down. They cleared gorse
and blackthorn bush from the cliff face, expos-
ing the fluted and layered rock structure.

Running assignment: Tusk Force, the
charity which protects endangered ani-
mals, has places in the 1998 Flora London
Marathon in April. If you would like to com-
pete and raise funds for Tusk Force, ring
Emma as soon as possible on 0181 743
8855 (fax 0181 74 6655) for a form.

Gen Sir Edward Burgess, Honorary Colonel
of 6/7 PWRR, breakfasted with the battalion
“in the field” at Longmoor, Hampshire, to
mark his retirement. A revered figure, he
entertained soldiers with anecdotes acquired
during almost 50 years of military service.

A Far East exhibition covering the years 1941-
45 is being prepared at the Imperial War
Museum, Duxford for opening in the spring.
It will show what went on in the theatre,
including the experiences of PoWs.

69



Tinned compo has been replaced by a supposedly improved diet of

The regular
feature in
which we
ask soldiers
for their
views on an
issue of the
moment

boil-in-the-bag meals. But do these meals for the millennium satisfy
soldiers? We put this question to ten Catterick-based soldiers.

WO2 Bob Walker,

1 Staffords

I've tested Egyptian rations in
the Gulf and America, Belgian
and French rations in Bosnia.
Our ration pack is far superior
to any of them. But the Ameri-
cans do
have a good
idea in
including a
chemical
heating ele-
ment in the
meals. If
you haven’t
got much
time, then that would be an
ideal thing. Also, | think our
rations could have a bit more
variety.

Capt Tom
Perkins, RS
A lot goes to
waste, partic-
ularly things
like soup. I'd
like to see
sausages
and beans
come back
and a lot more chocolate. My
best recipe tip is to add a bit of
curry powder to the corned beef
hash. You can't beat it.

Pte Sharon
Smith, RLC
Being a
vegetarian,
there’s not
much for
me in the
new rations.
| take my
own chocolate and Super Noo-
dles that | have to buy for
myself. Apparently they do

cater for vegetarians but they
don’t seem to be able to get
the rations up here.

Cpl Paul Charnock, 1 QLR
Rations are basically good, but
certain things are just not palat-
able; for example “beef and bul-
lets”, as we call it, which is really
beef and dumplings. You can boil
them for 20 minutes but the
dumplings
still won't go
soft. We find
that soldiers
just chuck a
lot of rations
away and
supplement it
with food
they buy
themselves, like Pot Noodles. |
always take a bit of Tabasco or
garlic sauce and salt with me,
because some of the food is a bit
bland.

Capt Rupert Steptoe,
1Dand D

You can always criticise
rations because after a while
on exercise you are eating the
same thing,
day in day
out. So any-
thing that
can be done
to increase
variety
would be a
good thing. |
would like to
see the rolled oats come back
into the 24-hour packs. They
were always hot and filling.
The biscuits need to be soft-
ened. They’re are extremely
hard and most dogs won't eat
them. And get rid of butter-

Interviews: Graham Bound Pictures: Terry Champion

scotch sauce and apple
dumplings, which no one
seems to eat.

Cpl Martin
McNally,

1 RHF

The boil-in-
the-bags are
very good
but there are
a few things
in the packs
that could be changed. For exam-
ple, mixed fruit pudding. When
we go on exercise that is one of
the things that is always left
uneaten. In the old days we had
fudge bars and Yorkies but now
they've changed that for plain
chocolate. That's not so good.

Maj Neil Hutchinson, PWRR
Boil-in-the-bag is far better
than tinned food as a concept.
But the
quality of
the stuff
they’ve
been putting
in the bags
has been
going a bit
downhill.
The pud-
dings for instance: last time we
were on exercise, every one of
my men left the pudding in but-
terscotch sauce. | tried it and it
is vile. Also the brew kit has
changed. We need lots of hot
drinks but they’ve cut down on
the amount of tea and coffee
and on the amount of whitener.

Cpl Mark Kretzschmar,

1 RRW

| think it is basically very good but
they could get rid of some of the

menus or
change them
slightly. |
don't like the
biscuits.
They should
bring back
the Garibald-
is. You're
likely to —
break your teeth on the ones in
the packs now.

CSgt Steve Munroe,

2 R Anglian

Rations are very good. After
living on pilchards and the like
that we used to get in some of
the old tinned ration packs, it
seem to me that today’s sol-
diers don’t
have too
much to
worry about.
However, it
would be
good if they
put some
little perks in
the packs,
like tomato sauce sachets. |
know they are worried about
costs, but I'm a taxpayer, and |
don’t mind. Oh, and I'd like to
find the guy who invented the
butter-
scotch.

Cpl Debbie
Black, RLC
| think the
rations we're
issued with
today are
brilliant.
They are easier to pack away
and a lot lighter. | like the bacon
and beans particularly. But they
could include pasta in the meals.
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COMING SOON

@ Bulford, Bramley and battlebikes will be featur-
ing in forthcoming issues of the magazine. A wide
range of courses is offered by Bulford's Land Com-
mand (UK) School of Physical and Recreational
Training. Bramley Military Training Area has excit-
ing facilities on offer, including a confidence-building
course available to units. You will meet the Military
Vehicle Trust’s two-wheel specialists, enthusiasts
who find, rebuild and ride motor cycles which have
given sterling service to the Army in peace and war.

® An interview with author Bernard Cornwell, cre-
ator of Richard Sharpe, will appear in the next issue.
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THE BEST THINGS IN LIFE
ARE TAX FREE!

DETAILS OF THE COMPLETE TAX FREE VOLVO RANGE, AVAILABLE NOW

Q a\\\
\\* iz

Call for full information pack giving details of our Special Military Tax Free Prices,
Volvo Finance, Part Exchange and European / Worldwide delivery options,
or complete and return the coupon below.

VOLVO

Tourist & Diplomat Sales

UK 01707 262388

1
: Address;
' Post Code;..

| S40/v40[ |

I Country of use; Approx. Dellvery Date;

' Finance Details; Yes El No Part Exchange Quote; Yes D No

|
:\f lvo Car UK Ltd, Tourist & Diplomat Sales, Freepost 30, Hatfield, Hertfordshire, AL9 7AR England.
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A TYPICAL FOUR BEDROOM MAYFORD.

Elevations vary from site to site. Please check with the Sales Advisor.

THE CONVENIENCE
OF NEW THE CHARACTER
OF A CLASSIC.

Bishopsgate, Strensall is a select
development of just 25 three and four

bedroom homes situated in a popular

BISHOPSGATE, STRENSALL

BISHOPSGATE
~ =

Sher:
enﬁ""uﬁon The Village »

York
Golf
Club

Al1237

< Clifton Moor Scarboraygh
ugh »

Al237

s

location just 4 miles north of York city
centre.
Prices from £62,950,
comprising:
Fully fitted kitchen
Garage or private allocated
parking to selected plots
Choice of colour schemes from
a selected range of kitchens,
bathrooms and tiles.
For further information

please contact our Sales

Information Centre, open

9-30am to 4-30pm, Thursday to
Monday. Bishopsgate, Brecks
Lane, Strensall.

(01904) 492624.

Telephone:

THE HALLMARK OF A CLASSIC HOME




