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Specialist Personal Load Carrying Systems

The most advanced combat
proven load carrying systems
available. Manufacturing to the
high standards of the British
Ministry of Defence Quality
Assurance DEF. STAN. 05-24.
Meeting the requirement of
today’s infantry, lightweight
internal aluminium frames
combine with a carefully
designed shoulder harness to
transfer load from shoulder to
hips. P.U. coated texturised nylon
now available in DPM to give
complete camouflage
concealment.

SPECIFICATIONS

® TYPE: CRUSADER
S8 ® CAPACITY WITH
%8 POCKETS: 100 Litres
5" @ CAPACITY WITHOUT
POCKETS: 70 Litres
@® WEIGHT WITH POCKETS:
2.8 kg
® BACK LENGTH M: 51 ¢cm
® NATO NO: 8465-99-775-3039
® BACK LENGTH L: 58 cm
@® NATO NO: 8465-99-775-3040
® COLOUR: Olive or DPM
® FEATURES: Zip Off Side
Pockets can be connected to form |
small combat pack. All Cotton
Back. Quick Release Harness.

~ SPECIFICATIONS

® TYPE: ROC ,
@ CAPACITY: 70 Litres
@ HEIGHT: 1.78 kg
® BACK LENGTH M:
51 cm
® BACK LENGTH L: 58 cm
® MATERIAL: 270 gm/M?
Coated Texturised Nylon
® Optional Side Pockets
(8 litres)
® Colour Option: Olive or DPM
® FEATURES: Quick Release
Waist Harness. Side Compression
Straps to reduce volume. .
Reinforced Haul Strap. All Cotton
Back. Quick Release Hip Harness. |
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CRUSADER SIDE POCKETS ATTACHED IN PACK FORM
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The picture of a lifetime for members of the Royal Scots Dragoon Guards band
and the Pipes and Drums who played in St Peter's Square in Rome before and
after the Wednesday Papal public audience and later met the Pope. The
regiment was in Italy for Exercise Roman Dragoon, training with the Italian
Army. (Picture by L’'Osservatore Romano.)
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.D.G. TRADING LTD.
OF ST ALBANS
Suppliers of Government Surplus Clothing and

Equipment and Military Tailors
SHEEPSKIN FLYING JACKETS, Brand new, the genuine article, not to be confused with
imitations or recycled leather, genuine British sheepskin flying jackets, in antique brown. A rare
chance to buy one of these top quality garments. In all Sizes £99. Plus £2 pp. oOr in extra
heavyweight quality at £135 plus £2 pp.
LEATHER COATS. Ex German police, re-issue quality, all sizes in best quality supple German
leather, very dark green, double breated, 2 side pockets, cotton velour lined, a must for this winter.
Cost the German police when new £135 each, our price, £45.50 plus £2 pp.
PARA BOOTS. Brand new German para boots, black, 10 hole high leg, top quality German
leather uppers, D.M.S., soles in all sizes. £18 plus £2 pp-
BODY WARMERS. Brand new D.P.M. camouflaged body warmers, 2 pockets, all sizes, heavyweight
zip. £13.80 plus 2 pp.
SMOCS (Parka Styles), Genuine British forces Falkland issue camouflaged, waterproof, sealed
seams, the genuine article in all sizes but limited numbers, so order very quickly, only £45 plus £2

PP-

CAMOUFLAGED JACKETS. Brand new British D.P.M. Camo jackets, all sizes, 4 pockets,
cpaulettes, £23, plus £2 pp. Trousers to match, all sizes, £13.80 plus £2 pp.

COMBAT PULLOVERS. Brand new, genuine British forces issue, all wool, crew neck, heavy rib,
all sizes in olive, navy, air force blue. £14 plus £2 pp,

WOMANS FATIGUE JACKETS. U.S.A. issue, olive green, 2 pockets, £8.50 plus £2 pp.
BOMBER JACKETS, U.S.A. issue, beige holofill bomber jackets, all sizes with real coyote fur
trim to hood, fitted waist and wristband, 2 front pockets and zip pocket on sleeve. £28.75 plus £2

P.
%AMOUFLAGED COMBAT JACKETS. Brand new army issue, all sizes, double textured. 2
button storm cuff, heavy zip and button front, 4 pockets, epaulettes, 2 inside pockets, made to
M.0.D. specifications. £27.60 plus £2 pp.
CAMOUFLAGED JACKETS. Brand new British army desert pattern, 4 pockets £24 plus £2 pp.
TROUSERS to match £13 plus £2 pp.
COMBAT TROUSERS. Ex forces issue in olive or beige, leg pocket with or without elasticated
bottoms, all sizes, £11.50 plus £2 pp.
BOOTS. British Army D.M.S. boots, black lace up fronts with toe caps, all sizes in good grade one
condition. £8.50 plus £2 pp.
BOOTS. Germany army black leather ankle boots, in all sizes up to 13, lace up plain fronted in
good grade I condition. £12.50 plus £2 pp.
BOOTS. Dutch army brown leather para boots, in all sizes upto 13, cieated soles, lace up fronts,
top reissue condition. £14 plus £2 pp.
BOOTS, GERMANY ARMY JACK BOOTS. In black supple German leather, all sizes, rubber
soles and heels, the real McCoy. £22 plus £3 pp.
FATIGUE SHIRTS. Ex forces issue in olive or beige, all sizes, epaulettes, £7.50 plus £2 pp.
CAMOUFLAGED COMBAT JACKETS, Austrian army mountain troopers, hood, epaulettes,
good reissue condition, camouflaged pattern same as Waffen S.S. in all sizes. £23 plus £2 pp.
CAMOUFLAGED PARKAS. Ex German army fishtail camouflaged combat parkas, all sizes, 4
pockets, unlined, epaulettes, same pattern as Waffen S.S. £34.50 plus £2 pp. With heavyweight
lining £39.50 plus £2 pp. Trousers to match £15 plus £1 pp.
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“EVERYONE SAYS THAT
A SERVICEMAN HAS SOME
SPECIAL QUALITIES”

We agree! As a company we like to employ staff with
the broad experience gained from Service life. If you
are planning to leave the Service and would like to
discuss the opportunities of a fresh career with o
modern Life Assurance Company — then please
complete the coupon (Minimum Age 25):

“’il;dsor Life

Assurance CompanyLtd |
Windsor Life Assurance Company Ltd, 1]’
Royal Albert House, Windsar,
Berks SL4 1BE

| am interested in a career with Windsor Life, please send me some details:

PARKAS. Ex U.S.A. fishtail parkas, all sizes in olive green, winter weight lining. £39.50 plus £2 pp.
FLIGHT JACKETS. Genuine U.S.A. issue bomber jackets in olive green or black, reversible with To: Services Liaison Manager, Windsor Life Assurance Company Ltd, I
orange lining, brand new issue, all sizes. £39.50 plus £2 pp. . & . Wi
U.S.A. M65 FIELD JACKETS. Brand new genuine U.S.A. Para M65 field jackets. In para Royal Albert House, Windsor, Berkshire SL4 1BE. Telephone: Windsor 68144
maroon, all sizes, epaulettes, heavy zip front, combat hood under zip collar. £35.50 plus £2 pp. l
KNIVES AND SURVIVAL EQUIPMENT, U.S. marine combat knife with leather handle and NAME _RANK ___ =~ e @
sheaf, sharpening stone, 7 inch blade with blood groove, darkened so it cannot be seen in dark, o
£10.50 plus £2 pp. l ADDRESS I
Order with confidence, money back if not fully satisfied. cheques, postal orders nrpﬁone]wé:;r A (wjf:‘
or Visa numbers through to G.D.G. Trading Ltd, Unit 7, Marlborough Road Industrial Estate, of eggTTRE
Latimore Road, St Albans, Herts. Phone St. Albans 0727 41321 or evenings and weekends 0234 I_SE"B5_ i i oy, i s 8 et Ve Mbog ) bt o __]
741862. J
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of the following fields:

Ground
Electronics
Radio/Radar)

Technicians

Oman

Circa £25,500 over 2 years
(tax-free) plus Company
fringe benefits.

We need experienced technicians to install and maintain
a wide range of military ground communications and
electronic equipment used by the Sultan of Oman’s Armed
Forces.

Candidates must have had thorough basic training

-ideally with ONC, C & G or an equivalent Service qualification
and have at least 5 years' practical experience in one or more

® Army HF /VHF /UHF Tactical Communications (fixed and
mobile).
* Medium powered HF transmitters /receivers.

If you will be shortly completing your service with the
British Armed Forces, you are likely to be ideally suited.

In return for your skills we offer bachelor status open-
ended contracts (minimum 15 months) with free air
conditioned accommodation and meals, superb sports
facilities, expert medical care and free personal accident
insurance, plus generous periods of UK leave with air
passages paid.

Interested applicants should telephone (0202) 572271, or
write with C.V., quoting reference W S/033, to: Company
Personnel Manager, Airwark Limited, Bournemouth-Hurmn
Airport, Christchurch,

Dorset BH23 6EB.

& Airwork &%

Limited e




HE long lost grave of a

man once described as

“the bravest in the

Army” has been dis-
covered in Ballymena, North-
ern Ireland.

The overgrown grave of
Ensign Joseph Dyas of the 51st
Regiment of Foot (The King’s
Own Yorkshire Light Infantry)
was found by 1/9 UDR in the
old churchyard behind Church
Street, Ballymena.

Soldiers from the battalion have
cleaned and repaired the grave and
a memorial service has now been
held at the graveside to commemo-
rate the restoration of the grave
and the placing of a plaque bearing
a short history of the illustrious
soldier buried there.

It was during the vicious Battle
of Badajoz, in June 1811, that the
51st Foot assaulted the strongly
held fort. Ensign Dyas, a 20-year-

WORK — THEN
CELEBRATE

THE peaceful tranquillity of
the small wine making village
of Traben-Trarbach in the
Mosel Valley was recently
interrupted when 5 Troop, 37
Field Squadron, 35 Engineer
Regiment arrived to build an
observation pavilion.

Banging, hammering and sawing
could be heard echoing across the
valley. Everyone in the troop had
a part in the building which was
constructed under the watchful
eyes of Corporal Taff Williams and
Lance Corporal John Poliitt.
Eventually the pavilion was com-
pleted — in two-and-a-half weeks
— and came up to the standard of
Staff Sergeant Tomiczek, the
quality control inspector.

In true German tradition the
locals thanked everybody for their
hard work with a party — plenty
of wine and food for all.

CHARITY
GASH BOOST

BURY’S Fusilier Association
have added a further £12,000
to their Krypton charity fund.

The latest contribution came
from sponsors at the 6th annual
Krypton Assault course challenge.
Granada TV’s Gordon Burns
presented cheques to seven chari-
ties at Bury’s Castle Armoury —
home of D Coy 5 RRF.

Dennis Laverick, chairman of
the Krypton Committee of the
Fusilier’s Association said “It’s
been a wonderful effort. It means
that in six year’s we have been
able to present over £75,000 to
charity.

‘BRAVEST’ SOLDIER’S
GRAVE FOUND

old junior officer at the time, led
his men repeatedly against the
defence.

Sergeant Wheeler of the 51st
wrote in his journal of the incident:
“About 10pm we advanced up the
glacis, broke down some palisades
jumped into the ditch and fixed
our ladders, but, shocked to relate,
they did not reach the top of the
wall by six feet.

“In this situation we were
exposed to a most destructive fire
from the enemy. They opened six
guns upon us which showered the
trench with grape, besides they

kept up a heavy fire of musketry
and filled the trench with hand
grenades.

“Qur ladders were shot to pieces
and every means of obtaining
possession of the fort was des-
troyed. The order was given for
retire, which was done in good
order. Ensign Dyas’ cap was blown
off his head and his sword shot out
of his hand, my firelock was
shattered near the lock and a shot
passed through the butt™.

A last attempt was made to storm
the front on June 9 when Dyas
once again volunteered to lead the

assault. He told his commander,
General Houston:

“General Houston, I hope you
will not refuse my request, because
I am determined, if you order the
fort to be stormed forty times, to
lead the advance as long as I have
Jife.

In those days no decorations
were awarded for bravery in the
field, but, in consideration of Dyas’
heroism, Wellington offered him
a Lieutenancy in any corps of the
Army which he chose to name.
Fortunately for Dyas there was an
immediate vacancy in the 51st and
the young Irishman elected to serve
with his regiment, eventually
retiring in the rank of Captain.

The subsequent history of
Captain Dyas is unclear but it is
known that he lived, apparently
peacefully, in Ballymena, be-
coming a Resident Magistrate in
the town before he died in 1850.

‘FIRST’
WITH THE
GRAPES

TERRITORIAL Army sol-
diers from the Liverpool Scot-
tish believe they scored a
double first when they took
part in Exercise Grape Pick.
A 12-strong team from V
Company lst Battalion 51st
Highland Volunteers are
thought to be not only the first
TA wunit to join the annual

grape harvest in the Mosel but
also the first UK based unit to
do so.

Their two weeks hard work was
the brainchild of admin officer
Captain Jack Miller who after more
than 30 years as a regular soldier
came to know the area well. He
thought that a couple of weeks
grape picking would be a tonic for
some of the unemployed lads based
in Score Lane. Not only did he
organise the trip but also put
together a sponsorship package to
cover the cost.

Private Ronnie Wood gets to grips
with the grapes

KINNOCK TRIES A SCIMITAR

THE leader of the Opposition
Mr Neil Kinnock took a trip
down memory lane when he
made his first visit to British
troops in West Germany.

Mr Kinnock met several soldiers

from Ist Battalion The Royal
Regiment of Wales at Stornoway
Barracks, Lemgo. With him was
the Shadow Defence Secretary, Mr
Denzil Davies.

During his visit, Mr Kinnock

changed into olive green Army
coveralls to visit the Recon-
naissance Platoon where he drove
a Scimitar. “I enjoyed the drive
tremendously and would like to do
it every day,” he said jokingly.

Lance Corporal Michael Turton shows Mr Kinnock how Milan works




THE bravery of two Tyneside
Territorials, who saved the
lives of a pensioner and a nine
year old boy in separate blaze
rescues, has been recognised.

Warrant Officer 2 Gilbert Smith
RE(V) and Signalman Paul Atkin-
son, R Signals (V) received the

TA Heroes
Commended .

Commander in Chief’s Commen-
dation from Brigadier T R M
Pulverman, Commander 29 En-
gineer Brigade in a ceremony at
Fenham Barracks, Newcastle.
WO2 Smith helped to drag a 78-
year-old man from his blazing home
after a gas blast, and Signalman

Congratulations from Brigadier
Pulverman for WO2 Smith and
Signalman Atkinson

Atkinson rescued 4 young neigh-
bour from a fume-filled house.
Both soldiers are currently
serving with HQ 29 Engineer
Brigade and Signal Troop (V).

NEW CHURCH, NEW
ROAD AT MINDEN

THE first church to be built
for the Army for more than 30
years has been opened in
Minden, West Germany.

The opening of St Thomas
Roman Catholic Church in
Rhodesia Barracks marked
not only the beginning of a
major chapter in military
ecclesiastical history but also
planted yet another milestone
in the progressively close
Anglo-German relationship
that flourishes in Minden.

The cost of the building project

— DM 1.6 million — was met by
Stadt Minden to compensate the
Army for relinquishing the site of
the original RC church situated
nearby so rhat a vital road could
be laid 1o re-route an increasingly
heavy traffic flow away from one
of the town’s most densely

populated areas.

The church was dedicated by
the Bishop in Ordinary to her
Majesty’s Forces The Right Reve-
rend Francis ] Walmsley assisted
by seven bishops from the United
Kingdom including Bishop James

McGuinness of Nottingham and
Bishop John Mone, Auxiliary
Bishop of Glasgow.

They were assisted by some 30
priests including the Army Prin-
cipal RC Chaplain The Rev Mgr ]
Williams, the Senior RC Chaplain
(Germany) Rev Fr D T Mclver
and all serving chaplains in
Germany.

Royal visit
hope for
Queen’s

THE Queen’s Regiment are
hoping that Queen Margrethe of
Denmark will visit them in
England next year when they will
be celebrating the 325th anni-
versary of the raising in 1661 of
the Tangier Regiment of Foot,
(later the Queen’s Royal Surrey
Regiment) and also the 20th
anniversary of formation in 1966
as a large regiment incorporating
the Queen’s Royal Surrey, Queen’s
QOwn Buffs, Royal Sussex and
Middlesex Regiments.

Brigadier H C Millman, Colonel
of the Regiment, and Colonel ] W
Francis the Regimental secretary,
have been received in audience by
Queen Margrethe II of Denmark
in the Amalienborg Palace in
Copenhagen.

BOMB MEN
GET PEACE
AWARD

e

THE ARMY school of Ammu-
nition at Kineton, near Leam-
ington Spa — it trains all of
the Army’s bomb disposal
experts — has been presented
with a replica Wilkinson Sword
of Peace.

The original sword was pre-
sented to 321 Explosive Ordnance
Disposal (EOD) Company,
RAQC, in 1977 for their work in
Northern Ireland. The Company
moved there in 1969 to combat
the threat from terrorist bombers.

In the eight years until the 1977
award their gallantry had earned
them one George Cross, three
OBEs, six MBEs, 24 George
Medals, 22 Queen’s Gallantry
Medals, 15 BEMs, 31 Mentions
in Despatches and two GOC
Commendations.

During that time the company
lost 17 killed and 10 injured while
they where dealing with 9,500
actual terrorist bombs.

Footnote: As SOLDIER went
to Press, the 1984 Sword of Peace
was being presented to 1st Bat-
talion The Duke of Wellington’s
Regiment at Bulford, in recog-
nition of their work in Gibraltar in
1983/84. Full report in the next
issue of SOLDIER.

Runners
and canal
clearers

A 31-STRONG mixed platoon
from the Guards Depot, Pir-
bright — Juniors from the
Welsh Guards and Household
Cavalry — have been literally
running around in circles, and
clearing a stretch of a local
canal in the cause of charity.

The youngsters were hoping to
complete, as SOLDIER went to
press, 8,000 laps or 2,000 miles on
the Depot’s athletics track in two
teams of ten while a third team
was engaged in canal waterway
clearance work. A mile stretch was
contemplated.

It was hoped to raise £3,000
towards the completion of a new
boat which will give pleasure
cruises up and down the Basing-
stoke Canal to the handicapped
and disabled. The non-stop run
was being done by day and
throughout the night.

Left: Gitts trom the children, received by Bishop Walmsley



Defence Regiment, followmg the Anglo-Irish accord, about the reg1 i
which has a

Brig Roger Presto ¥
Commander UDR 2

mprovements to the training

of the Ulster Defence Regi-

ment which will enable full

time officers to attend Sand-

hurst, and officers and senior

NCOs to attend courses at the

School of Infantry, Warminster,

have been implemented by Head-
quarters Northern Ireland.

Secretary of State for Northern

Ireland Mr Tom King, comment-

ing on the controversial new

Anglo-Irish accord, made it clear

the UDR played — and would
continue to play — a vital role in
the fight against terrorism.

There had been wild and
unfounded speculation about the
UDR, including suggestions that
the regiment was to be disbanded
during the run up to the signing of
the Hillsborough agreement.

Mr King said: “We have no
proposals to reduce the UDR at
all. The Ulster Defence Regiment
is a vital part of the security forces
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AND THE BEST IN PERSONAL SERVICE

o e )

Rank:

VCP at night

in Northern Ireland.” He said the
regiment would be developed in a
highly trained way and paid tribute
1o the ‘real achievement’ of those
serving in the UDR.

The UDR is already improving
training. Measures include the
establishment of an additional
senior post in HQ UDR with
specific responsibility for training,

Mr King has also made it clear
that the government would be
continuing with its policy that
when the Army, including the
UDR, dealt with the public they
should, so far as possible, act with
the RUC.

Speaking at his Lisburn HQ,
Brigadier Roger Preston, Com-
mander UDR, warmly welcomed
the Secretary of State’s support.
“I am particularly pleased about
the opportunity to improve and
enhance our training,” he said,
“and that from next year perm-
anent cadre UDR subalterns will
attend the full regular course at
Sandhurst for the first time.”

He pointed out that young
officers joining the regiment in
their late teens had the prospect of
an interesting career on active
service. They would be expected
to do all the jobs from platoon
commander right through to
company commander with, poss-
ibly, some staff work later. One
UDR officer, Major David
Drennan, is already working on
the staff of 39 Infantry Brigade.

“It seems to me that if you are
going to launch young officers on
that sort of career they do need
exactly the same training as a
subaltern in a regular infantry
battalion,” the Brigadier said. “It
isn’t just a question of tactical
knowledge, how to deploy the
platoon; it is all the business of
being an officer which they can
only get from going to Sandhurst.
So this is a great breakthrough
and it means that our officers will
now be on a par with their

comrades in the regular army.”

Another aspect of training which
continues to be studied in detail is
the important business of dealing
with the public at vehicle check
points. Even though a great deal
of UDR time is spent on patrols,
checking routes for mines and
bombs, rummaging through
ditches in the countryside and so
on, the public perception of the
UDR is that soldiers spend their
service lives stopping motorists at
VCPs, Brigadier Preston said.

“This is where the regiment
comes into contact with the public
most. We have always trained our
soldiers in the value of politeness
— politeness as a weapon we call
it. But it is an area in which we can
always improve and for that reason
we keep in close touch with the
Royal Ulster Constabulary who are
the experts in community rela-
tions.”

Article eight of the Hillsborough
agreement press communique gives
the proposed Intergovernmental
Conference of British and Irish
representatives the job of consider-
ing the application of the principle
that the armed forces (including
the UDR) operate only in support
of the civil power with, apart from
exceptional circumstances, a police
presence in all operations involving
direct contact with the community.
And, secondly, ways of underlining
the policy of the RUC and of the
armed forces that they discharge
their duties even-handedly with
equal respect for unionist and
nationalist identities and traditions.

Neither provision involves any
change of role for the UDR. It is
already policy for policemen to
accompany soldiers where possible,
especially at VCPs, Brigadier
Preston said. On some operations,
however, there was no contact with
the public and consequently no
requirement for a police presence.

As to being even handed with
the two communities, the UDR



was determinedly non-sectarian.
The difficulty was to get this fact
across to the public at large,
especially in view of the compo-
sition of the regiment.

The Roman Catholic strength
had reduced from 18 per cent
soon after the UDR was formed to
three per cent today. Brigadier
Preston had no doubt about the
reason for this: “‘Of the first 25
UDR soldiers murdered, eight —
just over a third — were Roman
Catholics,” he said. “That was a
far higher proportion than their
18 per cent and that did not take
account of those who were
wounded, shot at or just rung up
in the middle of the night. I am
afraid the numbers of Catholics
have gone down because of intimi-
dation.

“The most important thing is
that the Catholic community has
always been most welcome to join
the regiment. We really do want
them but we appreciate the diffi-
culties they face.”

Only a week before he spoke,
another Roman Catholic serving
with the regiment had fallen to a
gunman’s bullets. Sergeant Bobby
Boyd of 5 UDR, who had served
with the UDR since the day it was
formed, became the 150th murder
victim.

But young Catholics do still
come forward to join the Regiment
which is a tribute to the courage of
those individuals, said Brigadier
Preston. And to the UDR.

“The UDR is determined to do
its job to the best of its ability. It
now provides front line support to
the RUC in 85 per cent of the
territory of Northern Ireland. The
Regiment has grown in stature and
experience during the past 15 years
and is now justly proud of its vital
role in the defeat of terroism.”

THE ‘UNKNOWN’ REGIMENT

There are two basic facts about
the Ulster Defence Regiment
which have been repeated often
enough: it is by far the biggest
infantry regiment in the Army,
and it has had the longest
continuous spell of operational
duty of any British unit since
the Napoleonic Wars.

But in other respects knowledge
about this unique mixture of
regular, permanent and part time
soldiers is sparse. The present
Commander UDR (Brigadier
Roger Preston) says that when he
did an interview for the Irish State
broadcasting service, RTE, a con-
siderable number of listeners rang
the programme to say how sur-
prised they were to learn that the
UDR was part of the British Army!

The regiment was formed in
April 1970 in the wake of the

The public face of the UDR. A
vehicle check point in Belfast with
the police in attendance

BOOKS

One of the problems of publishing
books on the long-running North-
ern Ireland ‘troubles’ is the danger
that by the time they reach the
book stores they are out of date.
It's a problem from which two
recent comprehensive books on the
‘troubles’ have suffered; the latest
Anglo/Irish accord had overtaken
both Charles Messenger’s North-
ern Ireland — The Troubles, and
The Divided Province, a joint-
author effort with Keith Jeffrey as
consultant editor.

But the latest political develop-
ment makes it all the more inter-
esting to read these two books and
their conclusions which map the
bloody history of the island’s
problems, politically, socially and
militarily — from their origins
centuries ago until now.

Charles Messenger, for 21 years
a professional soldier in the Royal
Tank Regiment and full-time
military historian and defence
analyst, anticipates something like
the latest agreement, making the
point that although no initiative
would please the whole Northern
Ireland community, some options
might well prove acceptable to
moderate opinion especially if there
was some form of association, albeit
loose, with the South.

The Divided Province also
marks the importance of an element
of co-operation between the gov-
ernments of North and South: “It
seems clear that no significant
progress can be made in Northern
Ireland without in some way
involving the Irish Republic”.

But the book’s final sentence
draws a “‘serious reservation” from
Conor Cruise O’Brien who writes
the foreword. After recalling that

ROUBLES IN NORYHERN IRELAND
THE RO 9691985

the ill-fated power-sharing Execu-
tive in 1974 was brought about
because of the appalling level of
violence in the preceding five years,
the book concludes: “A cynic might
be forgiven for believing that, ten
years on, nothing short of a
resurgence of violence on a similar
scale could once more prompt the
politicians in Belfast, London and

disbandment of the old auxiliary
police force known as the “B
Specials.” At one stage there were
11 battalions. Today there are nine
which provide military support to
the RUC in 85 per cent of Northern
Ireland.

Present strength is 107 from the
Regular Army, 2,840 in the perm-
anent cadre, 3,663 part time
soldiers, and 683 women, known
familiarly as Greenfinches.

They come under Brigadier
Preston for everything relating to
recruiting, training, welfare — in
fact everything except operational
duties when they are commanded
by either 8 or 39 Brigades, depend-
ing in which area they operate.

Between the murders of Private
W Donnell in August 1971 and
Sergeant Bobby Boyd last month,
150 soldiers of the regiment have
been killed by terrorists. Only 28
died while on duty. A further 41
were murdered after they had left
the regiment.

Dublin to look seriously for effect-
ive policies to heal the wounds and
bridge the deep divides of North-
ern Ireland”.

Northern Ireland, The
Troubles, by Charles Messenger,
published by Hamlyn Publishing,
price £9.95. The Divided Province,
consultant editor Keith Jeffrey, by
Orbis Publishing, price £9.

modern Hamburg office.
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We are one of the world's largest and most regarded
brokerage firms looking for qualified
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REME metalsmith Corporal
John King, has been pre-
sented with the BEM for
outstanding work in Belize
John received the medal
from Canadian Major Gen-
eral Andrew G. Christie,
Commander Allied Com-
mand Europe Mobile Force
(Land), who was visiting the
Logistic Support Battalion at
Bulford.

Normally Janet Leafe is a
clerk with British Rail. In her
spare time she's a lance
corporal with C Company
3WFR (V). But now, thanks
to a course at the Military
Corrective Training Centre
at Colchester, Janet's well
informed on police work. Two
other things Janet le: .ed
included how to play football
— they put her in goal —
and that she was the first
WRAC (TA) to attend the
course.

A tearful farewell for Mrs
Eileen Gornall when she left
the Civil Service after 44
years. For the last 11 years
she has been personal
assistant and secretary to
six successive comman-
dants of the Army Catering
Corps at Aldershot
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We know Christmas is just around the
corner ... thisis no yuletide confection,
but a bumper 40 pounder to celebrate
the formation of The Yeomen of the
Guard by Henry VIl in 1485.

Not to be confused with the Yeoman
Warders at the Tower of London — who
have been around for about 900 years
— The Yeomen of the Guard parade as
bodyguard to the monarch on State

So to celebrate this historic event the
Army Catering Corps at Aldershot ;
“built” a special cake in the shape of the |
Tower and invited Yeoman Warders
George Day (left), an ex-ACC man, and
Mick Bostock, formerly of the REME, to .
collect it for their colleagues.

The skilful hands that created this
work of art in sugar and spice were
those of Sergeant George Sauberlich,
an instructor at the Corps HQ.

But neither George nor Mick actually
tasted the cake. For as true men of the
Crown they and their colleagues gave it
to the children’s ward at Guy’s Hospital.

When Sergeant Harry
Hardy handed in his hand-
cuffs after 29 years service,
he knew his job as regi-
mental provost sergeant of
40th Field Regiment Royal
Artillery, would be in good
hands.

Yeomen of the
Guard celebrate
500 years of service
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IT'S A CAKEWALK!

For his son-in-law, Ser-
geant Phil Vango, has
taken up the job of keeping
the lads in line at the unit’'s
BAOR base.

Harry’s military career
started with National Ser-
vice in 1950, rejoining in
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Son-in-law Phil cops
Harry’s job!

1957 to serve with 20
Regiment RA.

Since then he has been
drill instructor with 17
Training Regiment RA and
the top cop of his present
unit since 1967. He was
awarded the BEM in 1978.
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In 1917 Sergeant Robert
Bye (left) won the VC while
serving with the Welsh
Guards. At the end of the
war he was the sole
surviving VC in the regi-
ment.

In 1919 he joined the
Sherwood Foresters and be-
came a sergeant. Now his
great grand-daughter, Claire
Armstrong, 12, is trying to
find out about his time with
the regiment

Claire knows lots of the
old soldier's service with the
Welsh Guards, even to the
extent of being able to hold
an exhibition of photographs
and stories in a local building
society office in her home
town of Warsop, Notts.

But apart from confirming
that he joined the Sher-
woods in 1919, served in
Germany with the regiment
in1920, and was discharged
a year later on medical
grounds, she knows little.
Now she wants to know
more.

Of her great grandfather's
heroism at the battle of
Ypres, Claire is a veritable
fund of knowledge.

A VC’s story: girl’s

She tells his story in words
and pictures, in her local
exhibition, of how Robert Bye
twice stormed German block-
houses hurling grenades
through apertures in the
concrete walls, compelling
the defenders to surrender

In all he killed, wounded
and captured more than 70
of the enemy.

Entitled One Man's Gal-
lantry, Claire's exhibition and
her research have led to
invites from the Welsh
Guards to see Robert's
original medals.

Her quest, too, has led to
local interest with an in-
vitation from the Notts Dun-
kirk Veterans Association to
attend their meetings.

And her search has even
led her to write to the Royal
Engineers serving in the
Falklands, as she thinks they
may have links with her
legendary ancestor.

If anyone has any photo-
graphs or stories about
Robert Bye VC, then Claire
of 66 Hamilton Drive, Stone-
bridge Park Estate, Warsop,
Notts., would be delighted to
hear from them.

Thirteen acts turned up for the audition, but
inevitably, with a number like that, some got the
thumbs down. In fact only three — comic Bradley
Walsh, magicians Marc and Jane and the singing
duo of Distant Kiss — got contracts from
Combined Services Enter-
tainment while the rest got
the “Don’t ring us, we'll
ring you” routine.

They were all appearing
at SSVC's Chalfont head-
quarters bidding for places
in CSE shows around the
world.

Marc and Jane are al-
ready booked for the Falk-
lands in the New Year,
while the others could find
themselves in Belize, North-
ern lreland, BAOR, Cyprus
or anywhere soldiers are
based.

With shows being pack-
aged and sent out from
Chalfont almost on a
weekly basis, it is difficult
for CSE chief Derek
Agutter — father of film
star Jenny — and his
deputy Gordon Clarke to
ring the changes, but that's
showbiz for you.

But while three of the four acts heading for
the Falklands for Christmas and the New Year
have acommon theme — they’re all folk singers
— they should provide the lads there with
thoughts of home with sing-songs in the
canteens and on the coastels.

Declan’s dream
comes true
foraday

leukaemia, has been granted his greatest
wish — to be a soldier for a day.

SERGEANT ROBERT BYE AND PALS: celebration time circa 1917 ..

quest for history _

. A

BRADLEY WALSH: signed up

ks his great grand-daughter, what's it all about?

ONE HALF OF DISTANT KISS: looks and sounds delightful

Declan, eight, per-
suaded his father, Mr
Archie Henry, to con-
tact his local Army
base, 1/9 (County
Antrim) Battalion of
the Ulster Defence
Regiment, who were
delighted to make the
lad’s dream come
true.

As the VIP guest of
CO Lieutenant
Colonel Richard
Cohen, Declan and
his father went along
to the unit's Antrim
headquarters for a
day with the Army.

His first task, after
being greeted by
Colonel Cohen, was
to inspect a quarter
guard of UDR sol-
diers, then he took
part in a two-vehicle
mobile patrol within
the camp and “took
command" while they
dealt with an "in-
cident”. Then came
a swift trip in a
helicopter, a guided
tour of the camp and

DECLAN HENRY
Brave boy, brave salute

lunch in the ser-
geants' mess
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— Genuine Issue Kit —

SILVERMAN'’S

Britain’s Leading Suppliers of Kit to the Professionals

These brand new nylon
FLYING JACKETS are
Authentic USA MA1 with
orange lining, knitted cuffs
and waistband, colours,
sage green or black, state
chest and height.

£42.50 £1.70 p&p.

@® USA T/SHIRTS, green ... £3.50
® USA maroon S/SHIRTS ... £4.99
® USA Sunglasses and compasses

SUUEA DG TGS v £1.50
O LS AR paitit s i £2.99

These brand new Combat Sweaters, or
better known as ‘Wolly Pully’, are 100% pure
wool and are genuine Forces
issue with epaulettes.
367 E10:50 42"
38" ... £11.95 44" .. £13.95
40" ... £12.50 46" ... £14.50
Colours: RAF blue, navy, olive/
khaki
We also have used sweaters with
epaulettes at £5.99, or without at
£4.99; Khaki only — p&p £1.70.

® New Cammo Wool Sweaters £13.99

£13.50

® USA Wool Scull Caps ......... £4.50

® Para T-Shirts, SAS T-Shirts £4.50

@® USA Flashlights ... £5.99
B e )

These genuine USA new M65
4-pocket Combat Jackets
come green with concealed
hood and brass zip. State
chest and height.

£49.99 + £1.70 p&p.

® M65 used Combat Jacket .........ccoovviennneee £24.99
® Italian Combat JACKet .............cceeremvcnnicnns £7.50
® NATO Combat Jacket, green .................. £12.99
@ British green Parkas ... £39.99
® DPM Jackets, new, cotton A & £47.50
® DPM Caps, Falklands ......... i3 5 £12.50
® DPM Caps, new, cotton ... R £5.99
® DPM Jungle Hats, new i iy £7.50
® DPM Arm Bands .......... RO st T T £3.99
® DPM W/Proof ............. PR o £24.50
® Cammo Net, large ....... e £25.50
® DPM Hoods, new, cotton ... B e £5.99
@ Wellingtons ... , LA P £7.99
@ Sea Sox ......... i g £3.50
New '58 Belts ; A R £7.50
Mess Tins ... 2 s | T | £4.99
Green Sox, poly R B £1.20
Bivi Tents .... £17.99
Flying Suits .... ik A £29.99
Raincoats ........... Sy s £4.45
Overcoats .. ! dhoniy £17.50
Green Towels ........... R £2.99
Suitcases ............ Aalieih i s £3.99
58 Nylon Cases .. N CU e £2.99
Wool Gloves ....... fitesaiy £3.50
1T RN, A SO R A £25.50
e B e R i e SRR Lt (i £7.50
Bltse Borge Balls ...l ..o b ises b i £2.50
Naval Hammocks. .........ccovenerniininens 25 £9.99
PT Shorts i & 5 £1.50
Italian padded knee Trousers e 7 £5.50
Khaki Shorts . i i . £9.99
German Para Trousers PR £ Bl O ol £6.99
Italian Knickerbockers .. Sl ssita gt i dand £4.95
German Parkas i o T £17.50
Israeli Parkas ................. £23.50

SAS BERGANS
SAS SMOCKS

'58 WEBBING

'44 WEBBING

‘37 WEBBING
SLEEPING BAGS
PARA CORD
PUTTEES

FACE VEILS
PONCHOS, NYLON
SWEATERS
BADGES

BERETS

No. 2 DRESS
LIGHTWEIGHTS
BRK/DRESS TRS.
K.F. SHIRTS
KNIVES

WATER BOTTLES
MESS TINS
ARMY BOOTS
CAMM-CREAM
CAPS DPM

DPM WATERPROOFS
HIGH BOOTS
PRINTED T/SHIRTS
SAS TROUSERS
PARA SMOCKS
LINERS C.W.
BASHAS

NI GLOVES

OFF. GLOVES
WHITE GLOVES
SAS BERETS
NAVY BERETS
STABLE BELTS
'58 SHOVELS
OFF. SHOES
PARKAS

'58 RESPIRATORS
US CAMMO T/SHIRTS
FUEL

SAE for free catalogue

These genuine British
issue waterproof high
leg DMS Boots are now
available in size 7-12.

Just state your size and send only
£29.50 + £1.70 p&p.

As above factory 2nds ...
DMS shoes factory 2nds ...
Ammo Boots, new ... ...
DMS ankle boots, new ... £18.50
NI Boots ...... ; £23.99
DMS ankle boots grade 1. SRR E Sy - )
Jungle Boots, new . . £26.99
German Para Boots, grade it £14.99
Trainers, new ... i £7.50
Wellies .. o ks e 4 2T.99
Wrens shoes new £9.99
Cushion Sox, new ... £2.99
Arctic Sox, new ... R o< 1.
Insoles, new e TR 5 UL
Para laces ... | AR £1.50
Sea sox ... o) £3.50
Trousers !:gh:wquht new £13.50
DPM lightweights, new ... £24.99
DPM shirts, lightweight, new £18.50

£22.50
£10.99
. £32.50

These brand new black
ankle toe cap DMS Boots
areinsizes 5-12, just state
size required and send
only £18.50 + £1.70 p&p.

We also have grade 1 used
at £6.50 + £1.70 p&p.

©- Bungees 24" .50
@ Bungees 38" o .89

These new slight seconds
DMS rubber sole biack RAF
Shoes are in sizes 5-12. State
your size and send only
£10.99 + £1.70 p&p.

We also have plain Naval

Shoes at £9.50 + £1.70 p&p.
® Wrens Shoes, new ... £9.99

These brand new genuine
issue poly/cotton green light-
weight Trousers come in all
sizes, 28in.-40in., just state
waist and height and send
£13.50 + £1.70 p&p.

We also have grade 1 used at
£5.50 + £1.70 pé&p.

® Trouser elastics ... .90

 SILVERMAN?’S DEPT. SMG

‘Phone Ruth ‘B’
for further info

MILE END, LONDON E1
Telephone 01-790 5257

‘Phone Ruth ‘B’
for further info

Britain’s Leading Suppliers of Kit to the Professionals
Personal Callers — Monday-Fridays and Sundays 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. — Nearest Tube - Mile End

VERY EASY PARKING FACILITIES
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OLTLER io Soldier [|

he massive famine relief project in
Ethiopia has tended to fade into the
background somewhat recently, its
suffering overshadowed by the enor-
mity of the latest multi-thousand death disaster
in Colombia. But the work has continued. ..

SOLDIER was about to arrange a visit to
Ethopia to mark the completion of a whole
year’s disaster relief by the Army and the
Royal Air Force next January when news came
through that the military men are to be
withdrawn at the end of the year.

The relief operation — Operation Bushel
to the Army — was well on its way to becoming
the biggest operation ever in terms of the
quantity air dropped, we were told by Major
Terry Lewis, Officer Commanding 47 Air
Despatch Squadron RCT, whose men had at
that time sent about 34 million pounds weight
of sacked grain dropping down from the
tailboards of the two RAF Hercules aircraft
engaged in the samaritan operation.

The grain, which required 60,000 sacks a
week, had been increasing during the air drops
at the rate of one million pounds weight every
nine days and had already reached some 21
million sacks dropped during more than a
thousand sorties on 16,300 base boards made
by 48 Command Workshops, REME, Cyprus.

Air dropping was the only effective way of
delivering large quantities of grain to the
remote areas of the country, said Major Lewis.
But the war being fought there, the lack of
ground controlled by Government forces, and
to a lesser extent the range of the Polish
helicopters being used to help in the operation,
all combined to prevent the work being
extended regularly into the more remote
regions.

The air despatchers have had little free
time in their three-week stints in the theatre.
Each aircraft has been flying 30 or more sorties
'in that time with flying details and load sorties
shared between the men.

Working in the extreme heat of Addis
Ababa, some 7,500 feet above sea level, has

obviously not been easy. But, says Major
Lewis, the whole detachment has approached
its duties with an enthusiasm and pro-
fessionalism which has won the British
Servicemen great respect.

The British Serviceman has once again come
to the help of those who are in need, dire
need, of assistance. The men who have carried
out the work in such trying circumstances can
be proud of a job well done. But they will
probably be thinking more in terms of the
tens of thousands who have suffered among
the Ethiopian people. “‘It’s impossible not to
become involved”, commented Major Lewis.

AN SR

ould it be that guard duties, or at

least some of them, will become at

thing of the past for soldiers?

| An Israeli firm, working with a
California based company, is reported (by
International Defence Review) to be putting
on the market a robot security guard which
even has a limited decision making capacity.

The cylindrical shaped robo-guards will be
about 1.2 metres tall and 80 centimetres in
circumference, and will incorporate sophisti-
cated sensors to detect intruders or abnormal
situations. They will also have devices enabling
them to counter interference by intruders
—just what devices is not specified.

These robo-guards are said to be “semi-
autonomous”’, and could be used to patrol
perimeter roads and hallways to sniff out
intruders and then report back to human
SUpEervisors.

There are certainly advantages over humans,
although one can hardly imagine them taking
over many of the Army’s guard duties —they
are ‘“‘unlikely” to fall asleep, don't need
refreshment breaks or holidays, and they are
apparently very much cheaper than human
guards.

ell over two years ago SOLDIER

began its TA Topics pages to

cater for the Territorial Army,

and the time has now, we believe,
come for the TA to become truly absorbed
within the ‘One Army’ in SOLDIER’s pages.
So from now on, TA Topics will disappear
and TA news, sport and features will be treated
in the same way as Regular Army stories in
the magazine.

Western District’s basic skills competition,
for instance, which was submitted for publi-
cation with some excellent photographs, is
printed as a one-page feature on pl17.

There is still as much, if not more need for
TA units to send in reports and photographs
— news, sport and features. But don’t forget
they have to compete for interest and quality
with other material, TA and Regular.

¥ ¥ ¥

As usual, SOLDIER will not be published
over the Christmas and New Year period; the
next issue will be dated 13 January. So in this
last issue of the old year, the Managing Editor
and staff of the magazine wish all our readers
— and everyone, everywhere — a very happy
Christmas and all the best for 1986.

TAX FREE FORDS!

INVICTA EXPORT is a part of the Ramsgate Division of
Invicta Motors Ltd., the largest Ford Main Dealers in East
Kent, established for 60 years. Nobody is better qualified
to give you help and guidance in choosing your new Ford —
specialising makes the difference.

@ Situated conveniently on the South-East coast, 5 mins.
from Ramsgate Ferry Terminal and 40 mins. from Dover.
©® No hidden charges. @ Part-exchange welcome.

® Finance and insurance arranged on request. ®

*Written details available on request,

INVICTA

Return the coupon for free Information Pack to: thvicta Motors Limited, ‘

Tick items of main interest: FIESTA omoml:] SiIErRRA[] |
ESCORT[ JGRANADAL]CAPRI
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ORPORAL Les Storey
wasn’t going to make
the same mistakes
twice. Two years be-
fore, when he had last been in
Turkey with 249 Signal Squad-
ron, the AMF(L) wireless unit,
he caught what he described
as “the screaming hadbads”
through drinking local water.

This year for Exercise Archway
Express in Turkish Thrace he came
prepared. His signals Land Rover
was shipped over with four jerry
cans full of Bulford water.

During the deterrent phase of
the exercise Corporal Storey and
the other members of the detach-
ment, Corporal David Taylor and
Signalman Matt Pryne, camped
out in the wilds alongside Charlie
Company, the American 4/325th
Infantry Regiment’s key (ie for-
ward) company.

Their job was to provide the
Clansman radio link between the
Americans and HQ AMF(L) some
40 kilometres nearer Corlu,

In the tent behind their signals
vehicle the trio used chlorinated
Turkish water for washing up and
their own 20 gallons from Bulford
for all drinks.

I reckon it will last if we just
use it sparingly,” said Corporal
Storey.

(He wasn’t the only one who
attempted to minimise the risks.
The ships which brought the
Force’s vehicles and heavy kit into
the port of Tekirdag also carried a
lot of fresh water in jerry cans and
bowsers. The precaution didn’t
help everyone, however. It was
rumoured that many of the
Belgians got sick anyway because

their own water was contaminated).

Living with the Americans was
a bit of an eye-opener for anyone
who might have imagined that the
US Army was less regimental in
its approach to field exercises.

Charlie Company’s camp was
immaculately laid out with well
graded stones from a nearby creek
bed, painted with a blue stripe and
positioned around pathways or
formed into an elaborate design of
para and AMF(L)emblems at the
entrance.

And, as Corporal Storey ex-

plained, dress rules were as strict
as the decor.

“Back in the signals squadron
they are sunbathing,” he said, “but
not here. No sunbathing is unit
policy. These lads can’t even take
their berets off. So it would be
unfair for us really to be able to
walk around without our tops and
them not being allowed to.”

The other disadvantage, espe-
cially for a thirsty soldier, was that
the American camp was dry.

American MRE (meals ready to
eat) rations provided a new exper-

Off shift — Corporal Les Storey
and Signalman Matt Pryne relaxing
outside their tent with a brew made
from Bulford water,

ience and so, less agreeably, did
the howling of wild dogs outside
the tent at night.

The tiny British signals detach-
ment with Charlie Company was
only one of several spread around
the Turkish countryside during the
deterrence phase.

“I provide detachments to the
different nations, because they have
different equipment, to provide a
standard means of communica-
tion,” explained Major Jonathan
Cook, the OC of 249 Signal
Squadron. “They are on their own
and they have to make it work so
its a lot of responsibility for them.

“But I think they relish it
because they are away from me
and the sergeant major. So its
absolute freedom for them as well.”

Language was an inevitable
problem, the OC added, even with
the Americans, and attempts were
made to put German speakers with
German units and those who knew
something of the American idiom
with the US battalion.

“The deterrence phase is
actually much harder for us
because we are stretched right up
to the border areas across what
can be very mountainous country
and its difficult to communicate.

“When we come into combat
we close into a brigade sized area
so communications get a little easier
distancewise, but in some ways
harder because you are always on
the move. It’s just a question of
technically being able to keep up
with it.”

Signalman Pryne, on his first
exercise, at work on the Charlie
Company radio.



XERCISES and acci-
dents are, regrettably,
no strangers to each
other. In Turkey their
relationship is compounded by
unfamiliar territory, rough
roads, especially off the main
highways, and by what could
be called the cavalier attitude
of many local drivers.
Towards the end of Exercise
Archway Express Major Lyndon
Powell, RMP, the AMF(L) Pro-
vost Marshal, reported half a dozen
accidents.
“Its been very light actually,”
he said. “None of them have been

too serious — just one of two

injuries. On a large exercise like
this with a lot of movement,
bearing in mind the local condi-
tions, we have been very lucky. I
hope we remain that way.”

Not all were straight forward
traffic accidents. Some occurred
away from the roads during the
combat phase of the exercise when
~ drivers were practising tactical
driving at night. This means quite
simply driving without lights — a
fairly dodgy business over rough
ground as one of two drivers
discovered.

“There was no moon, it was very
black. They lost a wheel into a
decline and over it went,” said
Major Jonathan Cook, the OC of
249 Signal Squadron which lost a
couple of its Land Rovers during
the exercise.

“Of course if you think there’s
going to be a civilian around you
simply cannot take the risk,” he
added. “You’ve got to put some
sort of light on. But when you
know you are out in a field
somewhere you do it as best you
can and you don’t have lights on
— you take the chance.”

TACORN

the

The extent to which realism can
be brought into an exercise is often
a matter of some delicacy.

“There are arguments for and
against tactical driving on exer-
cise,” Major Powell. “I think
probably on this exercise, bearing
in mind it’s a fairly rough area and
it’s new territory, it is justified to
use lights rather than not using
them. Though I must agree that
unless the boys practise they are
not going to get used to driving
without lights.”

Accidents are obviously bad

o

Bi-national check up at Log Base — MPs Unteroffizier Gerherd Sommer
and Corporal Alwyn Burnell, RMP.

public relations on any exercise
—even more so when they involve
civilians. Major Powell said that
very strong warnings had been put
out about driving conditions in
Turkey, especially about the
reputation of local drivers for their
fairly loose interpretation of the
traffic regulations.

At the back of everyone’s mind,
he added, was the tragedy that had
befallen the AMF(L) in Turkey
nearly 20 years ago when a bus full
of soldiers had come off the road,
resulting in seven deaths and many
injuries.

Major Powell was on his first
exercise with the Force, having
only taken over as Provost Marshal
in August. He saw the job divided
into two areas — the multinational
policing of the Force, and support-
ing combat operations by getting
the Force from one position to the
next through the various routes.

“Itis clearly split, but at any one
time both functions may be
required,” he added.

Each nation was supposed to
bring its own legal adviser. But in
the case of the British Army —
considering the number of exer-
cises undertaken abroad each year
— this was just not practical.

Consequently Major Powell had
to rely a great deal on the Belgians
who never travel abroad without a
military judge advocate with his
own recording clerk.

“He’s been a mainstay for me
on this exercise,” the Provost
Marshal said. “Obviously I am not
qualified to get involved in the
legal end, but I do get sucked in to
a certain extent because we try to
keep as much out of the courts as

One Land Rover which came to
grief outside the exercise. It was
the victim of a traffic accident. Two
occupants were unhurt — the third
suffered a broken arm and a
dislocated shoulder.

possible and deal with as many
incidents as we can before we
return to the UK.”

Managing a multinational team
of military policemen was not the
easiest job in the world. Communi-
cation was the essential problem.

“I’d rather have a section from
each nationality and deal with it
through a senior rank,” Major
Powell said. “As it is I’ve got two
Italians who speak very little
English. They might be very
competent, but to get them welded
in as part of the force is very
difficult.

“It can be quite frustrating
because I’ve got the manpower but
I’m not able to give the same
service that I would do, say in
Germany or elsewhere, with the
same numbers.”

It would be better, he thought,
if there was greater continuity
among members of the AMF(L)
Provost. The same people every
year from each country would
make a considerable difference.

The job certainly had its diffi-
culties, but it was important not to
get too frustrated.

“I’ve been around long enough
now to enjoy the experience,”
Major Powell continued. “I’m not
worried when things go a bit wrong
— not to the extent of getting up-
tight about it.

“Looking at the back blocks of
Turkey, rather than the cities —
that’s what I like about this exercise
— seeing the country in the raw.”
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t might not look like
s=,a minefield...

Between you and your new tax free car there could be a veritable minefield. Silly time wasting problems that simply
aren't obvious to begin with. And some of them can be financially and emotionally “fatal’ But all is not doom and gloom.
The friendly services of Natocars have helped thousands of servicemen and their families
safely through Tax Free car purchase. Very often more than once and with some
customers over and over again.

No one offers a greater range and diversity of makes and models from a single helpful
source. We aid and protect our customers even to the point of offering insurance against
unscheduled postings that might affect their tax free status or against premature loss of
overseas allowance. We've done it successfully for 18 years.

Find out all you'll ever need to know about Tax Free car purchase and Natocars unique
trade-in facility and then ask around - you'll find that it's true, “No one looks after you
better” than Natocars.

For fast friendly service rin

0278) 455555 = [
r 1

| Please send the Natocars guide to car buying ]

Rank Name
Address

L--------

Tel. Home _ Wark

Car for use in (country)

The Galf range is renowned for its engineering and its
zip - just like the GL above. The Golf GTi was the first of the ‘hot
hatches’ and the latest model, introduced in 1984, simply made
a good thing even better. It has a smoother shape, more room

Delivery date required

I am interested in (tick the boxes) Model names

inside and a more powerful 1.8 fuel injected engine. Top speed

18 116 mph and 0-60 takes a mere 8.3 seconds. Yet despite all Ford

this ‘poke’ it still does around 30 to the gallon. Steering is in R

precise, gearing good, handling superb. In fact it probably grips Austin Rover

the road like no other car you've ever driven. Definitely one Audi/Volkswagen

S A o]

for the enthusiast! Peugeot/Talbot
Vauxhall/Opel
Land/Range Rover

TaxFree [:J or Tax Paid [:] Used Cars D UK Car Hire E]

‘ I Iwouldlike to consider Natocars  unique trade-in facility D
OF BRIDGWATER I | would like to consider a Natocars personal loan DM D ors D

Natocars Limited, Wylds Road, Bridgwater, Somerset, TA6 4DG.
Wylds Road, Bridgwater, Somerset, TA6 4DG Tel: Bridgwater (0278) 455555 To telephone from Germany dial 0044-278-455555.

Telex: 46285 To telephone from Germany dial 0044-278-455555 D O R R S 0 B e O B
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HE WEATHER did not
start out too well for them
but it still turned out to be
quite a fun weekend for
24 teams making up this year’s
entry in Western District’s basic
military skills competition.

An annual event, it attracted
entrants from Shropshire, Staf-
fordshire, Warwickshire, Hereford,
Worcestershire and West Mid-
lands.

The competition was broken
down into ten events. A speed
march, patrol base, NBC training,
night orientation, assault course,
first aid, observation, signals stand,
MT and catering.

The whole meeting was Western
District’s TA patrol competition,
an event which attracted two girl
entrants, Karen Neale, a check-out
girl at the local Co-Op and Alison
Hinchliffe, reading civil engineer-
ing at Birmingham University.

Alison is hoping to join the

Regular Army and it was her
university’s Officer Training Corps
unit that were runners-up in the
non-infantry patrol competition
winning the Shropshire Battery
Cup.

Friday night, assembly night,
did not have good weather but the
elements improved. Half-a-dozen
robust Army Cadets from Staf-
fordshire later played realistic roles
as simulated casualties, spending
most of their time — up toa couple

Trying to look like bushes —
members of 143 Plant Squadron
RE from Walsall

of dozen times each — lying out
under and near bushes in far less
than ideal conditions.

The competition started at
Swynnerton Camp, near Eccles-
hall, which, in turn, is near Stoke
on Trent. Fighting patrols force
marched their way to Leek
Training Camp.
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From there, they embarked on
anight orienteering exercise in the
worst weather of the autumn. The
action then moved to Whittington
Ranges near Sutton Coldfield for
the final phase of the exercise on
the Sunday morning.

All the while, the six Army
cadets were groaning and moaning
their best as simulated casualties,
made up by 224 Field Ambulance,
RAMC (V) from Stoke on Trent.

Catering competition winners
were the Queen’s Own Mercian
Yeomanry from Telford who
dished up cream of chicken and
veg soup with sippets (croutons to
real gourmets), home-made steak
and mushroom pudding, Marquise
potatoes, buttered cabbage, Vichy
carrots, cabinet pudding and
custard sauce, tea and coffee.

Grateful recipients of that were
a score of hungry soldiers.

On hand to check standards was
Colonel Mike Procter, Director
Army Catering Services (UK).

Prizes were presented by Major
General Brendan McGuinness,
GOC Western District, who said:
“It was a very fine training and

Major General McGuinness con-
gratulates Alison Hinchliffe, whose
team were runners-up in the non-
infantry patrol competition

testing weekend. All approached
it in just the right spirit, with a
great deal of guts and determina-
tion. The standards they set were
of the highest, and all showed
themselves to be well-trained and
well-led.”

Main prize-winners; Fighting
Patrol, D Coy, 5 RRF Bury;
Fighting Patrol Runners-up, C
Coy, 1 Mercian, Lutterworth; Best
non-infantry patrol, C Sagn
Queen’s Own Mercian Yeomanry,
Shrewsbury; Runner-up, Birming-
ham University Officer Training
Corps; Winning MT team, 35
Signal Regt, Sutton Coldfield;
Runner-up, B Coy, 5 RRF,
Sheldon, Birmingham, Catering
Competition winners, Queen’s
Own Mercian Yeomanry, Telford;
Command Task winners, D Coy,
1 Mercian, Nottingham; Night
orienteering winners, C Coy, 1
Mercian, Burton on Trent; First
Aid winners, A Coy, 2 Mercian,
Worcester.
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Caulifiower cheese, prepared by Staff Sergeant Brendan Kidney and

Private Karen Neale, of 89 Signal Squadron, Rugby
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A COMBINATION of tea,
sympathy and willing ears
was provided by UKLF
when they arranged a
talk-in for 50 Federation of
Army Wives' Clubs dele-
gates.

A leading speaker was
Brigadier Dennis Shaw,
ACOS, who opened the
seminar by assuring wives
that he fully acknowledged
the work of the FAWC and
that he and his staff at
Wilton would continue to
support and sponsor the
organisation.

He also recognised it
as an on-going concern
and ‘standing on its own
feet'.

Major General J G D
Pank, DGPS (A), in his
address told of the financial
packages which the Adju-
tant General and his
branch were working on
with the Treasury.

So his announcement
that the first child in a
Service family would now
get three flights a year
when visiting parents
abroad — the same as the
rest of the children in the
family — came as a wel-
come start.

Referring to LOA, he
said 22 reviews had taken
place and that the concept
behind the cuts — and in
some increases — was to

ensure overseas allow-
ances were in line with the
cost of living in the UK.

But despite the cuts, he
said, “we are pressing for
such things as increased
baggage allowances, a
housing policy and in-
creased help for quarter
maintenance and private
house ownership.”

Premature Voluntry Re-
lease (PVR) also came into
the spotlight when he told
of a study, commissioned
by the Adjutant General,
tolookinto the reasonstor
the increase in early re-
lease.

Called to comment on
the study so far, Colonel

Mike Gaffney said he had
already talked to 700 wives
and stressed the import-
ance of communications.

Group discussions fol-
lowed supported by mili-
tary and civilian experts.
The findings of the groups
would, the delegates were
assured, be passed to
UKLF for action.

Questions from the floor
raised many points, not
least medical problems
overseas, the cost of flights
against that of using a car,
wives' employment and
many more,

American Barbara Geist-
white, here on @ liaison
tour at Donnington, told

****t******i******************t********t******ﬁ*i**f

of differences within the
US Forces, and how their
policies certainly eased
problems such as house
moving and finding a job.

For the panel of Army
experts the questions were
direct and to the point,
requiring detailed answers
and not casual replies.

The fourth UKLF seminar
held to hear the views of
Service wives, it was evi-
dentalot had been learned
over the past four years.

It was also clear that
sympathy for the role that
the FAWC can play in
maintaining the morale of
the Army had considerably
increased.

How observant are you?

I'hese two pictures look alike but they differ in ten details.
Look at them carefully. You can check your answers by turning to page 38.

By
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THE poster said: “Go
Home Mrs Pankhurst.” It
was on the notice board at
Bristol University and re-
ferred to me. But | stayed
as | had paid to attend the
Bristol Welfare Course.

As the wife of a com-
manding officer | was the first
Army wife to attend the
lectures. Sadly another two
years were to pass before
the next Army wife signed
on for the course.

All that was in the early
70s, but last year, ten years
later, | asked to return to
lecture on DHSS benefits for
Service dependants!

len years ago was a
breakthrough for women. For
it heralded International
Women's Year and the start
of the Decade of Women.

I wrote in July of that year,
in the now defunct Army
Housing Journal, a piece
headed: Can't We Women
Be More Involved?

For me the turning point in
the decade was 1977, when
the weight of feeling from the
wives of all three Services
about their husbands' pay
and conditions erupted.

The wives took the un-
precedented step of march-
ing to the House of Com-
mons. Seldom have | seen
such support as that shown
by the wives for the issues
they were raising.

But despite their fervour
they were vulnerable to
political influences

The pressure was on, to
some extent, for a union for
the Forces. This eventually
faded, but combined with the
unrest it caused a good deal
of thinking to be done by the
powers-that-be.

Feelings continued to run
high and, not to put too fine
a point on it, | was none too
popular

| was known in authori-
tative circles as a ‘disruptive
feminist; an ulcer in the belly
of the MoD; a ferret in the
Bunny club’, and a ‘'mis-
guided missile.” A difficult
time for all

But has the position of the
wives changed? Has this
decade seen any improve-
ments for Service wives?

STRIDES

| think we have made
definite strides forward and,
dare | say it wives are, | hope,
no longer looked upon as
camp followers or do-
gooders.

| think a new attitude
prevails in most Service
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IN MY VIEW DAYS OF
-WORDS AND WELFARE

circles towards our involve-
ment in the whole welfare
ISSue.

This stage has not been
reached without a lot of
heart-searching, worry and

the fear of harming a
husband's career if a wife
spoke out.

To some exient these
problems remain, but the tide
is gradually turning and a
less severe climate seem-
ingly surrounds us today.

The emergence of the
Federation of Army Wives'
Clubs in the UK was helped
considerably in creating this
with advice and suggestions.

THE Federatiun of Army
Wives Clubs (FAWC) is
here to stay. This mani-
fested itself at their third
annual meeting when two
resolutions were passed
unanimously: jobs for
wives in support of the
Army and a call for in-
creased allowances for
travel on postings, re-
movals and storage.

The meeting, attended by
126 UK club representatives
and 20 from affiliated clubs
in Northern Ireland, heard the
chairman, Lady Mary Hux-
table, quote ‘a clear state-
ment' by Lieutenant General

Over the past three years
a profusion of studies, re-
views, visits and surveys has
iaken place.

But the most significant
change, | think, is the fact
that wives'views, regardless
of the ranks of their hus-
bands, have been canvas-
sed, with follow-up dis-
cussions with the more
enlightened gentlemen in
authority

The Decade of Womenis
drawing to a close. The
Nairobi Conference has pub-
lished its findings and we
look forward to at least some
of its suggestions coming to

fruitition since Britain has
adopted its forward-looking
strategies for possible action
within a number ot national
institutions.

As for the next ten years,
well, | think itis uptous, as |
wrote in the Army Housing
Journal ten years ago.

| also wrote then: “Why
can't CO’s wives attend the
welfare lectures which each
new CO has before taking
up his command?”

Unfortunately their ex-
clusion from these meetings
still stands, but they are able
to take part in other welfare
courses. So some progress

TAY

Sir Roland Guy, the Adjutant
General, that “an accom-
panied Army is desirable and
should be encouraged.”

With this in mind the FAWC
is committed to enhancing
life for Service families

Detailed reparts from com-
mittee members and district
representatives all showed
increased district activities,
plus an acceptance and
awareness of the work of the
FAWC

Military speakers included
Major Geoff Bradbury, RAEC,
who spoke on Children with
Special Needs, and Captain
Bridget Simmonds, WRAC,

of Army Public Relations,
who spoke of the image of
Army wives and how to
improve their communi-
cations

Her advice, “Get out and
do something in relation to
the media..." raised con-
troversy and the question:
would wives be allowed to
speak to the media since
experience had shown hus-
bands being called to
account for wives' actions
in this respect?

It was pointed out that, in
the UK wives are classed as
civilians, but abroad they
come under military law,

there.

But officialdom should be
assured that, as | wrote in
1975: "We are not trying to
take over the regiment,
heaven forbid. But | was
always told — use your
resorces to the full. | have a
feeling the Army does not.”

Wives are not camp
followers. They weren't in
1975and they're notin 1985.
They are now as then an
integral part of a highly
efficient force.

Please acknowledge the
wife from now on. A happy
Christmas and a successful
New Year to everyone.

Shirley Gilberry from Don-
nington, who lost her sight
five years ago, raised prob-
lems affecting handicapped
Army wives.

Allthe speakers stimulated
much discussion as did the
two-hour forum giving wives
the chance to air sugges-
tions, and problems such as
heating costs, delays in child
benefit payments in Northern
Ireland (a subject | raised in
the 1970s.), lack of main-
tenance and rent increases
for quarters, and repairing
pavements before broken
heating systems, and re-
decorating before rewiring.

It was evident that FAWC
has grown in stature, confi-
dence and involvement and
has managed to allay official
fears that it is working in
opposition to the Army.

:**‘k*itt*t*t***t**t*‘t*****ttt**tt**t*t***tt****tﬁﬁttt‘k'ﬁ*t*‘i

Sir Peter Herbent
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ADMIRAL Sir Peter Herbertis the

association’s centenary year

service at Westminster Abbey.
With a score of top posts to his

credit, Sir Peter was Flag Officer

new chairman of SSAFA. Hetook  conflict.
over from Lieutenant General Sir His last post was that of Vice
Napier Crockenden followingthe  Chief of the Defence Staff

(Personnel and Logistics) which
he describes as “especially re-
warding because it was a tri-
Service position.

SSAFA welcomes the Admiral aboard

Submarines during the Falklands

“l developed a much greater
knowledge of the Army and the
RAF, and a lively appreciation of
the varying ways of life of the three
Services.
particularly delighted to come to
SSAFA, who look after all Service
families.”

This is why 1 am
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SIS MILITARY SALES

Please post to:

ISIS Motors

T
Elles Read |
Farnborough |
Hants GU14 7QW i o
‘ FOR YOUR NEW TAX FREE @22
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Officers and Senior NCO'’s
uniforms made to measure The
Approved tailors to the Andrew Peat
officers of the Household
Cavalry, REME, RAOC, House Purchase
Royal Engineers, RADC, .
The Blues and Royals, Service
iliare' J/i The Life Guards, 7th
o M,’m }\j Gurkha Rifles, DERR, Thinking of buying a house now
" g:g% %%Erlcé RRAA%CC’ Contact us for sound professional advice on all
-] The Rossl = by aspects of house purchase.
R. SIGNALS, SASC, APTC, RAChD, Scots D.G. Or in the future . . . . .

Scots D.G.

Exclusively cut and tailored in our own workrooms by
experienced craftsmen, under the personal supervision of

The correct planning today could save you
thousands of pounds on the cost of buying your

Mr. Golding. future home.
We offer top quality service using the finest Barathea and Our experience can help you to choose the most
Superfine materials, with competitive prices and credit. effective way for buying your own house.

Our special fast service is available at no extra charge.

= ; : Send for details n i
We can also supply: military ties, blazer badges, badges of or free details now by completing the coupon.

rank, Marcella shirts, miniature medals, Sam Browne Cut out the coupon and send it to:
belts, spurs, George boots, wellington boots and Viyella :;‘g:g;a' Financial Consultants (UK) Limited
khaki shirts. 70 Bromham Road, Bedford MKAD 2QH or phone 0234-327471/2

Full-sized medals remounted. Service dress hats, side hats

and Blues hats supplied. ?,3 i
e
e

Our Sales Director will call at your request. Ring 0727 41321 or write I
for details to 220 Hatfield Road, St Albans, Herts

ADDRESS
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HER WATER colour portrayals
of their forbears in their regimental
period uniforms are liked so much
by Ist The Queen’s Dragoon
Guards that they have promptly
commissioned Alix Baker, a Lark-
hill-based colonel’s wife and artist
in her own right, to produce more
card sets of the figures. And they
are promising to sell like hot cakes
to militaria buffs.

Alix Baker is more formally
known as the wife of Colonel Tom
Brembridge, former CO of 4 Field
Regiment, RA, based at Osnabriick
but now Chief Instructor Tactics
at Larkhill’s Royal School of
Artillery. She is, however, simply
mummy to Henry, aged four, and
toddler brother, William, aged 18
months.

One-time art student, publishing
house employee, Foreign and
Commonwealth Office career girl
and free-fall parachutist, Mrs
Brembridge née Baker (the only
daughter of Field Marshal Sir
Geoffrey Baker) has a straight-
forward philosophical approach to
her painting talents and her choice
of specialised subjects.

“It’s largely historical detective
work and the study of anatomy,”
she said at their rambling six-
bedroomed married quarter shared
with 13-year-old shaggy dog pet
Bertie and the nanny.

Her military water colours and
prints of uniforms and equipment
— FH 70, for instance, has
blossomed under her brush strokes
— are owned by a large number or
regiments, museums, headquart-
ers, naval ships and countless
people dotted around the globe.

The Royal Family, British and
foreign generals also have the Baker
touch among their treasured col-
lections.

Another of her works appeared

as a back-drop in a West End play;
The Flip Side. The play, and
presumably the painting, later
toured the provinces.

A huge bedroom, complete with
bed, serves as a studio with
imposing views over Salisbury
Plain. A sort of atelier from where
the artist says she can hear the
children playing.

Most of the creative paintwork

ARTIST ALIX PAINTING
MILITARY HISTORY

is done in the evenings although
Alix Baker says she has to *“‘disci-
pline herself right into a corner”
not to put too much time in on a
subject she “lives and breathes”.

Furthermore, with the door
open she is able to hear “all the
crises’” downstairs.

The name is well-known, boosted
no doubt in part by a one-person
show at Liberty’s five years ago.
Alix Baker is also a regular
exhibitor at the Armed Forces Art
Society’s annual shows.

And her talents donot end there.
She gave help in the design of a
stained glass window for the Royal
Military Academy chapel, designed
a First Day cover and postmark
for the Post Office. The British
Army Review has also included
her work. Book jackets, illustrations
and battle maps are other render-
ings.

Yet Alix Baker does not like to
paint battle scenes. “I think they
distort history. I try, instead, to
record as accurately as I can dress
and uniforms. With older battle-
field scenes you can only go on
other people’s say-so and other

people’s photographs. I think many
such scenes were set up.”

A woman who says she inherited
her artistic and military genes from
her father, Alix Baker said: I
decided to go in for military
historical painting instead of
painting flowers. And I don’t mind
getting my feet dirty and turning
out on to training areas to research
and then record my subjects
properly. I was once asked to go to
the Herbrides by an RCT maritime
regiment but I was seven months’
pregnant. Another time was spent
lying in the snow on assignment
with an American artillery unit.

Now, I want to get some more
work on books.”

She is an artist who is pains-
taking in her efforts on research.
Years ago, she logged detailed
differences on uniforms from two
military museums (20 or so books
nightly) by faithfully recording
them with mapping pens on grease-
proof paper! Counting rivets on
tanks has been a daunting task,
100.

Completion of her painting on

Painting ... with an ear on “crises
downstairs”

the FH-70 was a combination of
initial blueprint research and the
final up-dated version of the
howitzer itself.

Alix Baker has come a long, long
way since her first military painting
in 1967, an era when a portrait
figure fetched £5. Now they are
likely to fetch a dozen times that
amount.

Yet her career in the world of
water colour was not set back when
she married her father’s ADC who
is very supportive of her dedicated
hobby.

Nowadays, Alix Baker works
mainly on commission but usually
keeps a supply of her work in stock.
And every day, of course, it’s
another absorbing and rewarding
probe into that historical detective
work.

See SOLDIER special offer
on back page.
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Queen’s Own Highianders are

AT LAST

UEEN’S Own Highlanders have just broken new Eighteenth century fort — from

20th century aircraft (above)

The drawbridge leading to the main
gate from the outer defences of

ground in what could properly be described as their

own back yard.

In the 25 years since they were formed (from the
amalgamation of the Seaforth Highlanders and the Queen’s
Own Cameron Highlanders) they’ve been all over the place:
Brunei, Hong Kong, the Falklands, Northern Ireland, Tidworth,
Edinburgh — to name a few more recent postings.

Never in all that time have the
1st Bartalion been stationed on the
regimental home patch — the area
which supplies most of their
soldiers, the north of Scotland.

But now Queen’s Own High-
landers have at last come home,
so to speak, and they’ve done so in
style by taking over a splendidly
refurbished and modernised 18th
century fort, just 12 miles east of
Inverness on the shores of the
Moray Firth.

Fort George was planned in
1747, just after the Jacobite Rising
of 1745-6, as an impregnable base
for the army of George II.

The danger of insurrection was
well past when the building was
finished in 1769, but the fort
continued as an army barracks and
remains to this day a most
marvellously preserved example of
the latest in mid-18th century
fortifications.

For the past four years the old
place has been undergoing quite a
face lift. While the Scottish
Department of Ancient Monu-
ments jealously protects the ex-
ternal appearance of battlements
and buildings, work has been going
on inside the old stone walls to
turn the 200 year old complex into
some of the Army’s most modern
accommodation.
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Major (QM) Charlie Millar, the
quartermaster of 1 Queen’s Own
Highlanders, went to Fort George
with the advance party and had no
doubt about the quality of the
conversion.

“I would say it’s the finest
soldiers’ living-in accommodation
we’ve got,” he said. “Certainly in
my 33 years service it is the finest
I’ve ever seen. Some of the soldiers
already living here would say the
same — it is absolutely grade one,
five star accommodation.

“I don’t think it would be correct
to say it will spoil us,” the QM
added, “but it will certainly make
us appreciate what we’ve got here
compared with what we’ve had in
the past, and no doubt what we
will get in the furure.”

Most single soldiers will live in
the company blocks which form
the oblong parade ground in the
centre of the fort. The scene from
any of the windows looking into
the square hasn’t changed in two
centuries (even the drain pipes still
bear the Royal cipher George I1I)
but inside the buildings have been
completely revamped.

Each rifle company gets 72 bed
spaces in four self-contained 18-
man flats. Private soldiers share a
room between three: corporals get

Prince Edward’s Ravelin (below)
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single rooms with wash basins.

Everyone has the advantage of

plenty of locker space and good
thick walls to cut out noise
disturbance from neighbours.
Aspiring pipers can practise secure
in the knowledge that they are not
upsetting anyone next door.

As Major Millar said: “When
they built this place they didn’t
intend it to fall down.”

The flats have all the necessary
ablutions as well as a sitting room,
a snack room with hot plates and
small cooker, and a utility room
with ironing boards and, most
important in this climate, a large
drying room.

On a tour of the barracks before
the main body of the battalion

arrived from its previous posting
in Northern Ireland, the QM
showed some of the features of the
new complex, like the locker rooms
and ablutions which have been
installed in each company block
for married men.

As most would be living in
quarters at Inverness, 12 miles
away, it was obviously important
for them to have somewhere to
change in and out of sports gear at
the barracks.

“It saves them getting mixed
up with the living-in soldiers
upstairs, that’s what this is all
about,” Major Millar said.

“It is new in so much as we’ve
always been aware of a need for
this sort of thing where the married

|
|




Major (QM) Charlie Millar gets a
sentry's eye view from the ram-
parts. Behind hime one of the
sentinel boxes, still a prominent
feature of the outer walls. They are
crowned with a mandarin hat motif,
a remainder of the 18th century
fashion for things Chinese

quarters are completely divorced
from the main camp. We’ve never
had it before in my experience.
We’ve always had to create locker
rooms in the single soldiers’ lines,
so this is an excellent step.”

Over at the new junior ranks’
dining room, Major Millar pointed
to the round windows which give
an air of genteel elegance un-
characteristic of many such estab-
lishments.

They had to stay, he said,
because “we are not allowed to
interfere with the external walls or
structure of the fort in any way.
Ancient Monuments are very strict
about that. Personally I'd like to
see them bigger to let in more light,
but they do add a lot of character
to the place.”

The kitchens are housed in an
entirely new building which, in
compliance with the regulations,
is enclosed in the walls of an old
courtyard. Master Chef WO2
Allan Cockrane, his ACC badge
enclosed by a Queen’s Own
Highlanders glengarry, spoke of a
vast improvement from other
kitchens in which he had worked,
especially in the Falklands, his last
posting.

Looking round the spotless
display of new equipment, he
added: “We’ve got just about every
sort of machinery, except micro-
wave ovens.”

The detention centre lies just
behind the kitchen complex and
here the department of Ancient
Monuments decreed that no
changes could be made in its
function.

“They were quite clear about
that,” Major Millar said. “It would
remain as a detention centre as it
has been for ever and a day.”

Queen’s Own Highlanders de-
faulters now have the opportunity

for a little personal research into
18th century penal conditions —
at least as far as the accommodation
is concerned.

“There are excellent single cells
here,” said Major Millar, “so
anyone who steps out of line can
be locked up. We don’t stand any
nonsense in this regiment.”

But he thought that the available
number of cells — six single and
one three-man — would probably
be more than they needed.

Qutside the walls, newly instal-
led electric target and anti tank
ranges, a superb custom built
physical and recreational training
centre, with a brand new training
theatre alongside, add to the
collection of enviable facilities.

Of course it all cost a fair bit —
£16 million is the figure quoted.
But, re-equipped and refurbished,
Fort George is a sight to behold.
It has the advantage of dating from
an age when building standards
were a lot better than they are today
(William Adam, the architect
father of Robert and James, was
one of the main contractors) and
it’s had the luck to have been
relatively unmolested in the suc-
ceeding centuries.

So it is hardly surprising that
Queen’s Own Highlanders them-
selves were delighted to learn of
the move two years ago. Quite part
from the architectural merits of
the place, there are its excellent
facilities and the chance to forge
new links with the local com-
munity.

A good 75 per cent of the soldiers
came from the area, said Major
Colin Gilmour, the battalion 2 ic
who was in charge of the advance
party, and a large number had
married local girls as well.

“Certainly we will be making
every effort to get in with the local
community,” he said, “be it with
bands, charity efforts, sports, or
shooting, and particularly with our
affiliated cadet barttalion and
affiliated companies of the local
TA battalion, 2/51st Highland
Volunteers. It will be jolly nice to
do some training with them and
try to help them out.”

As it is, the battalion won’t be
able to avoid a fairly high public
profile at Fort George. During the
summer months 30,000 visitors
usually come through the fort.

They are naturally not allowed in
the soldiers’ quarters but they can
normally walk round the battle-
ments and inspect the delightful
little chapel within the walls.

For the first six months of their
stay the regiment will also be on
show down at Edinburgh where
they will rotate companies to do
public duties at the Castle while
the Black Watch are in Northern
Ireland. During this period they’ll
be responsible for guarding Holy-
rood Palace during the General
Assembly of the Church of
Scotland.

For the Commonwealth Games
next summer they’ll be providing
pipes, drums and band for the
festivities as well as soldiers to man
the butts for the shooting at
Barrybuddon, near Carnoustie.

Back at Fort George they will
have to undertake the duties of a
designated flag station which
means flying the appropriate flag
whenever a suitably important

The Barrack Square around which
the companies live

vessel sails past the promontory in
and out of Inverness.

Meanwhile for the all important
business of keeping fighting fit,
the regiment have at their doorstep
the whole of the north of Scotland.

Although the training area
around the fort was quite small, it
was hoped, said Major Gilmour,
to prevail on landlords, especially
those with regimental connections,
to use private land for military and
adventurous training.

As Queen’s Own Highlanders
settle into their new home it is
perhaps worth noting, for those
who like to reflect on the ironies of
history, that Fort George, built to
subdue the Highlands, is but seven
miles from Culloden where the
Highland army of Prince Charles
Stuart was crushed by the southern
soldiers of the Duke of Cumber-
land. Now, two centuries later, the
Highlanders are firmly in control.

Story:
Robert Higson
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Pictures:
Les Wiggs

Sergeant Roddy McCourt pipes in front of what used to be the main

entrance to the fort
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ERGEANT Stuart

Andrew has done it again!

For the second year

running he has been

named as Army Photographer of

the Year in the Army’s official
photographic competition.

His prize comes through sub-
mitting the best portfolio of photo-
graphs with a military subject. Two
of them are published on this page.

When Stuart won the title in
1984 — the first time he had
entered the competition — he was
serving as Force Photographer in
the Falklands but was looking
forward with his wife and family
to a posting to Germany. He is
now based in BAOR with the Work
Study Team at the Inventory
Control Point, Viersen.

Stuart, a Scot, joined the Army
in 1972 to train as a combat
engineer but after seven years
decided to transfer to the RAOC
to be a photographer.

The Army Photograph of the
Year was submitted by Sergeant
Robert Fousert, who works for
Sixth Sense in Germany, and took
his winning photograph of a heavily
armed TA para during Lionheart
84.

The full list of winners:

Army Photographer of the Year,
Sgt S Andrew (ICP BAOR);
Runner-up, Major Chris Vere, TA
North West District; Highly
commended, Lt Col C Deedes
(HQ Light Division) and Mr R
Lortie (HQ 3 Armoured Div

Rapid Fire, by Sgt Andrew

Action on the ski slopes, by Lt Co
Deedes .

TOP OF THE PHOTS AGAIN

BAOR).

Best colour photograph;
Winner, Sgt Andrew; Runner-up,
Sgt Andrew; Highly commended,
Major R Mathieson (CLS Osborne
Barracks, Hong Kong).

Best black and white photo-
graph: Winner, Lt Col Deedes;
Runner-up, Sgt Tony Jones
(Public Information, HQ London
District); Highly commended, Sgt

Bateman (Royal Scots Dragoon
Guards, Sennelager).

Sports and adventurous training:
Winner, Lt Col Deedes.

Best photograph by a unit
photographer: Winner, Lance
Sergeant John Harding (Public
Information, HQ London Dis-
trict); Runner-up, Corporal Pang,
(Depot Hong Kong MSC); Highly
commended, Colour Sergeant

Recovery in Bavaria, by Sgt Andrew

Callow (2 Royal Irish).
Army Photograph of the Year:
Sgt R Fousert (Sixth Sense).
Best photograph by a member
of the Territorial Army: Winner,
Major Chris Vere; Runner-up,
Major Vere.

Photograph of the Year, by Sgt
Fousert
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the Infantry Junior Leaders Bat-
talion (IJL.B), a boy soldiers’ train-
ing organisation readily dubbed by
military pundits as the ““infantry
NCOs' Sandhurst,” and more
recently lauded by the Director of
Infantry as a “‘unique centre of
excellence.”

For the IJLB of yesteryear is,
sadly for Old Boys and historians
alike, no more — in name, at least.
The descendant of a predecessor
which had stepped out smartly as
the Infantry Boys Battalion in
1952.

In its place, since mid-Sep-
tember, a new cost-cutting for-
mation, the Junior Infantry Bat-
talion, a new concept military alma

SirJohn Moore who assembled his
men at Shorncliffe to fight ‘Boney’
in the Peninsular War

HE COURSE of mili-
tary history is slowly
but surely changing
course at Shorncliffe,
near Folkestone, Kent, yet
again. A history well steeped
in the ozone-saturated bar-
racks perched on a draughty mater for the adolescent potential
site some 200 feet above chalk  Army NCO. An organisation with
cliffs with the Cap Gris Nez the responsibility from next
coastline just a gaze away. autumn of training just over 1,000
Nearly two centuries ago, Sir  teenagers annually. Not just the
John Moore founded the Light  traditional Junior Leaders but
Division there as he assembled  Junior Soldiers too.
his troops to go off and fight Under new plans and as an
‘Boney’ in the Peninsula War. interim measure until next Sep-
Another assembly, or rather re-  tember, the four training com-
organisation, is taking place at panies at Shorncliffe will remain,
Shorncliffe, very recently hometo  three of Junior Leaders (one each

for The Queen’s, The Prince of
Wales’s and The Light Divisions)
and one for Junior Soldiers (The
Queen’s Division).

Shorncliffe will have eventually
disbursed the Junior Leaders from
four other Divisions and The
Parachute Regiment to other
locations.

From next September there will
still be four training companies at
Shorncliffe (two each for the
Queen’s and The Prince of Wales’s
Division) plus two dozen Juniors
under training for The Royal
Pioneer Corps.

At that time, too, there will be
three more training centres for
infantry Juniors. Pirbright (House-
hold Division and The Parachute
Regiment), Ouston, near New-
castle (Scottish and King’s Divi-
sions) and the purpose-built
Flowerdown Barracks complex on
the outskirts of Winchester, Hants
(The Light Division).

Translated into Shorncliffe
numbers, the new battalion will
have two annual intakes of Junior
Leaders, each of 218; four annual
intakes, each of 162, of Junior

Youngsters from The Queen's
Division undergo SLR teachings

UNIQUE CENTRE

OF EXCELLENCE

Soldiers; and the two twelve-strong
intakes of Juniors for The Royal
Pioneer Corps. A total of 1,048
compared with the present com-
bined resident population of about
760 Junior Leaders and Junior
Soldiers.

Junior Leader training syllabus
plans will stay unchanged com-
prising 42 weeks’ training during
a year-long course. Junior Soldier
training, however, will last 20
weeks followed by 12 weeks at an
adult depot for secondary phase
training before posting to relevant
battalions.

Ironically, the new title almost
matches that used by the battalion
when it was initiated and stationed
previously at Shorncliffe between
1967 and 1974 — the Junior
Infantryman’s Battalion.

From next autumn, as well, the
battalion of hopefuls could see the
issue of the Army’s three versions
of its latest rifle, the 5.5 mm SA 80
series, the Ensign (cadet version),
Endeavour (Individual Weapon)
and Engager (Light Support
Weapon) variants. Instruction will
continue on the venerated GPMG.

Junior Leader John Cassidy, on
his second day, consults his
compass for map reading

The re-organisation will mean,
for Shorncliffe, Juniors being
recruited from more restricted
geographical areas of southern
England and Wales, the co-location
of Junior Leaders and Junior
Soldiers easing transfer between
the two types of training ‘“‘as
necessary in individual cases.”

Overseeing the Juniors’ progress
— each youngster costs £68 a day
or £40,000 yearly to train and
sustain — will be a 183-strong
permanent staff. It comprises 43
officers (two of them former
Juniors) and 140 Warrant Officers,
senior NCOs and corporals (about
half of these former Juniors).
Added to these is a 106-member
civilian support staff including
instructors.

Itis estimated that about 35 per
cent of current Regular Army

strength is made up of one-time
Juniors and that some 7,000
Juniors (the four categories of
Junior Leaders, Junior Soldiers,
Apprentices and Bandsmen) join
the Army each year.

Further estimates suggest that
the ‘graduates’ from the Shorncliffe
battalion stand three times the
chance of becoming a WO2 after
12 years’ service than an adult
recruit joining the Army in the
same year. The adult takes an
average of 17 years to reach the
same rank.

The Junior Leaders go out on
25 exercises and camps annually
to training areas like Otterburn,
Stanford, Brecon and Penhale, the
latter in Cornwall. The Junior
Soldiers, by contrast, carry out
eight exercises each year using the
facilities on any of the 63 ranges
comprising the nearby Cinque
Ports Training Area (CPTA).

Thus, from next autumn, more
than 1,000 boys will start out on
their military careers from the
brine-swept heights of Shorncliffe.

Enough professional manpower
moulded from schoolboy imma-
turity to furnish the section leader
needs of 18 battalions from the
dozen regiments within The
Queen’s and The Prince of Wales’s
Divisions. Not forgetting the two
dozen Junior potentials for The
Royal Pioneer Corps.

The IJLB of old had existed at
Shorncliffe since Junly 1974, its
origins going back to 1952 as the
Infantry Boys’ Battalion. The latter
was upgraded in 1958 tothe IJLB
and located at Harrogate and
Tuxford until 1954 and a move to
Plymouth.

Six years later it moved to
Oswestry — Juniors served seven

terms there — until 1974. Mean-
while, in 1967, a Junior Infantry-
man’s Battalion was stationed at
Shorncliffe. In 1974 it was merged
with the Oswestry battalion to form
the ITLB until its demise into the
pages of history with a nostalgic
passing-out parade this August.

It was at Oswestry between 1960
and 1974, now regarded by many
as the ‘golden years’ that the
majority of the Quartermasters and
Warrant Officers were produced
for today’s 34 infantry regiments
within the Regular Army.

Following the announcement of
the school leaving age being 16,
Junior Leaders training was re-
duced from seven to a four-term
cycle. This, in turn, was further
decreased to the three-term, one-
year course of today.

The move to Shorncliffe, how-
ever, was not without its bestowed
honours. Justas the IJLB had been
granted the Freedom of Oswestry
in 1971, the newcomers to the Kent
coast received the same recognition
from Britain’s most famous Chan-
nel port in 1977.

The charter of the Junior
Infantry Battalion, as before, is to
“educate and train Junior Leaders
in order to fit them for a career as
‘Warrant Officers or senior NCOs
of the British infantry.”

As Lieutenant-Colonel David
Williams, Royal Green Jackets,
Commanding Officer of the Bat-
talion since February of last year
pointed out, with some nostalgia:
“It’s significant and perhaps sad
that no longer are the infantry
juniors as a whole to be retained in
one location from now on. The
number of places were Juniors
are to be trained has been reduced
and yet the same numbers of boys

s - Junior Leaders receive instruction
onhow to take up firing positions-

are to be trained with more
economical use of training re-
sources.

‘“The new system will make the
training of young infantrymen
more responsive to the needs and
rates of development of individual
recruits. It will also be cost-
effective in reducing the number
of separate training establish-
ments.”

He added: “On another sad note
we, at Shorncliffe, after teaching
the infantry’s juniors of all badges
— 50 of the 55 infantry battalion
Juniors have passed through here
— will lose the experience of
Juniors from several Divisions and
The Parachute Regiment embark-
ing on their careers with the
corresponding experience of
working and learning about one
another’s traditions, regimental
procedures and even differences
in uniform.

“There is an adage that leaders
are born and not made. If this
were true there would be little
requirement for the Junior In-
fantry Battalion. It is true that
unless a person has a sufficient
latent mix of inherent qualities
which go to make up a leader, no
amount of training will make him
into a leader.

“Itis equally true, however, that
few people have developed all or
any of the qualities required to
anything like their limits. The task
of the Infantry Junior Battalion is
to develop these qualities in a
period of three terms’ training.”

As in years gone by for any
enlisted man or youth, the attitudes
of newcomers to a new military
society seldom changes. The first
‘battle’ which has to be won by the

continued on page 28
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continued from page 27

schoolroom emigres immediately on
arrival is that hardy annual —
home-sickness. That conquered,
they are groomed in an acceptable
way. Inculcated with initial leader-
ship qualities, a phased pro-
grammed prelude to their chosen
lifestyles.

But several of the boys do opt to
leave at their own accord within
weeks of arrival. They are also
advised to leave if “the Army is
not for them.”” Any of four official
reasons suffice. Discharge As Of
A Right (DAOR), services no
longer required, medical or com-
passionate grounds.

“Many will go for DAOR but
tend to enlist when more mature
adults,” explained Lt Col Williams.
“Those who may not make Junior
Leaders may make Junior Soldiers.
Shorncliffe is, after all, Stage Three
in the selection process after the
initial approach to the appropriate
Army Careers Information Office
and later aptitude tests at the Army
Personnel Selection Centre (APSC)
at Sutton Coldfield.”

The emphasis at Shorncliffe may
have changed since the former
battalion’s move to the 400-acre
site in 1968 but the accommodation
remains basically the same.

The Junior Infantry Battalion
is spread out amid a complex built
for the RAOC from 1965-1967,
living in ten-man rooms, the whole
site given historic respectability by
resident red-brick Victorian build-
ings and a statue, outside the
library, of its most famous ‘son’,
Sir John Moore.

The lads earn from £52 to £70
weekly before stoppages for food,
accommodation and income tax.
They are given £15 pocket money
a week and the balance is stashed
in their chosen building society or
bank accounts.

And they eat well, too. Appetites
in the sea air are voracious. Meat
pies, pizzas, battered fish are firm
gastronomic favourites. Plus tons

of chips, in the literal sense. Two
hundredweight shovelled on to
plates for every 500-man meal
sitting, each youngster crunching
his way through a seasoned eight
ounces.

The educational side of battalion
life covers written and oral com-
munication coupled with leader-
ship theory and practice, map
reading, fieldcraft, methods of
instruction and, importantly, how
to instruct others.

The gamut of basic infantry skills
implanted into young brains.

Among other vitally instilled
infantryman assets are military
calculations and orientation tech-
niques for later military use.

Two evenings a week see
compulsory hobby sessions — a
choice of 18 which include horse
riding, pistol shooting, gymnastics,
sub-aqua, sailing and The Corps

blue!

tonsorial teaser.

... blond!

BLUE HAIR MADE
ARMY SEE RED

THE IJLB is no longer as such. But former members of the
Battalion will have their particular memories of it.

Men like the dozen NCOs who, in November 1973, shared
a £14,000 pools win for a mere 50 pence stake each.

Or Junior Leader Johnny Severn who, somewhat dis-
enchanted with Army life, decided to force his company
commander to throw him out. Severn dyed his hair bright

Queen's Regulations were hurriedly consulted to discover
which offence he had committed with this tantalising

In the end, he could only be charged with ‘changing
identity without permission’.

Furthermore, the company commander ordered young
Severn to take daily shampoos.

Last sighting of the youngster who let things go to his
head confirmed that his cranial follicle covering had turned
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of Drums.

Still on offer under the new
tutorial regime for increased
numbers are the many facilities
contributing to that ‘unique excel-
lence’. Modern classrooms, labs,
two gyms, the use of some of the
nearby 63 CPTA ranges, a Junior
Ranks Club (no alcohol is served),
squash courts, an athletics track,
an artificial cricket pitch, a dozen
more assorted sports pitches and,
of course, an assault course.

In days recently bygone, the
maximum number of junior in-
fantrymen at Shorncliffe was about
760. Next year, it will top the 1,000
mark. Yet tradition will still prevail.
Like that of nominating the Junior
Regimental Sergeant Major to head

Assault course enthusiasm from
Jnr Pte Tindall and Jnr Sgt
Grainger both The King's Own
Scottish Borderers

up the prestigious passing-out
parades in front of proud parents
and pals — the leaving of the
fledglings from their cliff-top
academic eyrie as potential senior
NCOs of tomorrow’s Regular
Army infantry battalions.

In August this honour went to
Junior Regimental Sergeant Major
Lee Hopgood, Grenadier Guards,
also the recipient of the Best Junior
Leader in the Field award, who
conducted the 229-strong Junior
Leader passing-out parade on the
venerable barrack square.

His was a once-in-a-lifetime

A LOT of guardrooms keep some
sortof silver trophy — or its replica
— near the security of its provost-
biased confines. Sporting achieve-
ments or whatever. The Junior
Infantry Battalion at Shorncliffe
is that bit different... It holds a
replica Golden Egg award. Very
much a gilded replica.

It was awarded to Arnhem and
Peninsula Companies of The
Junior Leaders in November last
year by Noel Edmonds of BBC-
TV’s ‘The Late, Late Breakfast
Show’.

The feat was to get a record
number of people onto a long
wheel-based Land-Rover. The
young military geniuses managed
to cram 153 of themselves onto
the vehicle, pipping into a distant
second place the efforts of a Young
Farmers’ Club.

GUARD THAT EGG

Right: BBC Studios, London — The
battalion in its soldiers-into-a-
Land-Rover routine

i R

The Noel Edmonds ‘Golden Egg’
Award replica




achievement. One for the inevitable
annals.

A month later, the new intake
arrived. Fresh-faced former
schoolboys. Toughies. Mothers’
boys. The bright and the not-so-
bright among them. The aspiring
‘Professionals’. Stubble replacing
down-carpeted chins on apprehen-
sive teenagers seeking a man’s life
in the British Army.

Youngsters who may, or may
not, accept the rigid discipline of
bed-block making every day. The
polishing parades — ‘bull nights’
to the old and bold — and the first
six weeks spent in accentuated
arm-swinging, vocal marching
‘aloud’ round the camp confines.
All a purposeful preamble to
ridding themselves of the Para-
style ‘crap hats’ in favour, if lucky,
of their head dress associated with
future regimental cap badges after
‘passing off the square’.

An analytical league table of just
two years ago showed that the
Battalion was a good jumping-off
point for potential section com-
manders. Juniors could beat adult
recruits, contemporaries to the rank
of WO2, by up to five years; 12
years’ service as opposed to 17.

After 12 years’ service, among
IJLB personnel, six per cent
reached WO2 (2.6 per cent for
adult entrants); 22.7 per cent had

made Staff Sergeant (11.8 per cent
for adult entry) and 45 per cent
attained Sergeant rank (39 per cent
for adult entry).

Major Howard Holroyd, The
Prince of Wales’s Own Regiment
of Yorkshire, the Battalion second-
in-command, says of his transient
Juniors: “Everyone who finishes
the course is changed. No selection
system is infallible and the battalion
receives some recruits who do not
possess leadership qualities. How-
ever, after a year at Shorncliffe
they will all make good infantry-
men.

“The majority make good
progress. Their knowledge is good.
A few more need more time to
achieve physical maturity. Some
require more experience to im-
prove their confidence and self-
control. There are those who leave
as established leaders.”

Sentiments, one wonders, that
may have been mulled over by Sir
John Moore, as he surveyed his
young men for the impending
conflict with Napoleon. Killed at
Corunna in 1809, Sir John,

architect of a British Army training
system at the birthplace of The
Light Division, would surely have
been proud of these eager latter-
day descendants. Students at a
“unique centre of excellence.”

Take aim, fire!

SERGEANTS WERE
- SO CHEAP!

TWO YEARS ago it cost nearly £7'4 million to train and
sustain the 760 Junior Leaders split into four training
companies at Shorncliffe.

Two centuries ago, in 1779 to be precise, the cost of
maintaining 450 men was £12 a day for four companies.
Today'’s cost is £68 each.

In comparison, 20 sergeants based at Shorncliffe cost
one shillinga day; ascore of corporals ran toeight pence a
day; eight drummers cost five pence a day; two fifers ran to
one shilling and four pence each; while 400 privates were
billed at just sixpence a day.

Sporting

Prelude to the hard knocks in store
during their adult Army careers

Competition on the sports field. The former IJLB in action
against Harrogate’s Army Apprentices’ College

THE BATTALION has always been active in competition
within the Army and outside it.

It has been Army Junior team champion in boxing,
pentathlon, hockey, judo, trampolining, gymnastics, rugby,
basketball, squash, football and tug-of-war.

Boxing has enjoyed particular success, the battalion
having won the Army Inter-Unit team championship 16
out of 23 times. It has also produced 11 individual champions
in the last six years.

The battalion tug-of-war team, in 1980, were Army and
Combined Service champions and runners-up in the
national championships.

Individual sportsmen from the battalion have had
remarkable success. Junior Leader Crook in 1981 was
Combined Services Champion and turned pro. Junior
Leader Wood was Army Individual Golf Champion in 1975
while Junior Leader Etherton was Army Individual Canoeing
champion and an all-England international in 1978.

Skill-at-arms has always been given a high priority and
produced consistently excellent results across the battalion.
This is reflected in the battalion’s retention of the Bisley
Junior Major Unit championship for the past four years.
This year, Junior Leader Thomas, Royal Green Jackets,
won the Army Junior Small-bore championship.

29



-~

Below: The whole company
assembled

Ready to ride, sir

bicycle, writes Graham Smith.

ESTERYEAR’S INVADING Hannibal had unerring
faith in his Alpine echelons of African elephants. The
traditionally neutral Finns still firmly believe in the
silent but slow tactical advantages of the pedal-powered

So, too, did the British during the First World War. And
successive infantry battalions in Hong Kong today do patrols
along the 26-mile Anglo-Sino border on ... BMXs.

The outdoor Finns consider the
trusty old bike not only healthy
‘motion and practice for the
soldier’s body’ but a silent and
safe way of transportation. The
Swiss still swear by the bike also.

The venerable velocipede, the
Finns say, is also quite easy to
move into the shadows of trees
when an aerial attack is threatened.

Long, long ago when two-
wheeled bikes took to the battle

lines their potential was recognised
by successive generals. They could
be used for recce scouts, despatch
riders, sappers (covering a retreat
by blowing bridges or cutting
telephone cables), medical orderlies
(one stretcher slung between four
machines), artillery and cavalry
guards (during assembly and
bivouacking), guerillas (wheeling
their way ahead of a retreating

Orders are passed back down the line by hand signals

e

If an attack is expected, riders
dismount so as to be more alert

enemy and forming an ambush)
and home-based coast guards
(patrols and look-outs warning of
attacks from the sea).

Above all, cycles were speedy
and silent. Cyclists, with rifles
clipped to the crossbar, could come
into action in seconds and hide
themselves behind the scantiest of
cover.

Cycle battalions could cover 50
miles a day and small parties of
selected riders were able to travel
100 miles a day for several
consecutive days without fatigue.

Ironically, cyclists could travel
half as fast again as cavalry; more
than 12 hours by day and seven by
night.

British military cycling was set

Sometimes riders take to the woods, for
instance if aerial attack is possible

in motion by Lieutenant-Colonel
AR Savile, Professor of Tactics at
the Royal Staff College Camberley,
mustering his first parade in 1887
(the year of the pneumatic tyre)
on acricket ground in Canterbury.

The Finnish infantry uses
bicycles the year round, even during
the coldest months. Conscripts are
issued with bikes during their early
days of service. Their use: getting
to know the garrison area and
patrolling.

Tactics then come into it.

Bicycle marches usually involve
a 120-strong Company or a 30-man
Troop. These are broken down into
small groups, each moving at about
nine miles an hour and made up
of 50 minutes on the move followed

by a 10-minute rest.

With the rider and his battlefield
bike go rifles, machine guns and
bazookas. Heavier arms are, of
course, moved by vehicles and
tractors.

Servicing is done on the move
with ample spares on issue. There
are even mobile depots with more
spare parts and reserve bikes.

During his 11-month service the
Finnish soldier will have cycled an
average of 1,500 kilometres and
there are still thousands of bikes
in the Finnish Army’s warehouses.

Army training officers believe
that experience has shown there
to be no vehicle that can compen-
sate for those traditional bikes in
their organisation.

31




From 1LOL to MG Turbo. our

award winner is unbeatable
around the city or on the

open road.

There’s only one range of British cars
ready to take on foreign competition.

Austin Rover.

The highest flying models in Europe. Available at the lowest possible
cost.

So take leave to inspect the superior Rover 200 series. Parade in the
luxurious Montego, or go ‘bootless’ in our matchless hatchbacks, the
award winning Metro and Maestro.

And, of course, we've the force’s favourite personnel carrier, the
marvellous Mini.

All available at Rankins. The only force to be reckoned with.

Why wait until you’re in Germany?

For more than 20 years we've led the field, supplying top ranking
Austin Rovers to British Forces based in Germany — at no nonsense
prices.

From our home base, we bring tax-free benefits to Britain. Giving you
the chance to enjoy your tax-free car for up to 12 months before posting,
buy in the knowledge that when you arrive in Germany our British service
team will look after you, benefit from Supershield, Austin Rover’s el L MONTEGO.
armour-like - anti-corrosion warranty, and the peace of mind of Rankins / ' gt o L‘;;‘F"I i b
unique European Get-U-Home Plan. i &‘H"H esates.

See for yourself how Rankins make buying at home or overseas so B T 30MG £

We're ready and waiting for your tax-free orders!

iy
No flak or hassle.

Our tax-free specialists take care of all the paperwork, fill in all the
forms, and know all the angles. The only decision you need make is:
“Which new car shall I buy?”

Need to talk terms?

Rankins can arrange really low-interest, low-deposit finance at
exceptionally keen rates exclusive to HM Forces and attached civilians on
posting to Germany. And, it’s finance that means no complications should
you return to the UK unexpectedly.

We outrank them all.

Don’t be misled by others who claim to‘offer an equal package. Our
25 years’ expertise is our bond that when it comes to what you pay and
the service you get, nobody outranks Rankins. The finest tax-free package :
MBI -t R T e T e T DR 16/12/85 |
You make the orders.

Can you really afford to buy elsewhere?

MAESTRO.
With extra carrying capacity and
choice of economical L3 or
exhilarating MG EFi and
Vanden Plas. you won'l
find a more practical

e T . T ROVER 200,

Brand new state -of-the-art Rove

design. High technology and
high performance

/

Send to Rankins Ltd., FREEPOST, Faringdon, Oxon SN7 5BR (no stamp
required). Tel: (0367) 21225.
Or in Germany, send to: Rankins, Druckerstrasse 17, 4050 Monchengladbach,

|

| |

Just complete the coupon or pick up the phone and we'll rush you | I::“:L‘:l:'f:“mn o |

full facts — by return. | }“:LM“.!_“ ail g T;:”;qd‘_i I
AUSTIN ROVER MILITARY SALES | |
s’  buRankins] | |

EVEN BETTER THAN TAX-FREE ot e s - g s
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I can always tell when he’s had enough — he tries to date the wife.”’

““That was my mother phoning to wish you a happy
Christmas., she reversed the charges!”

“Do you ever wonder what goes on here
berween Christmases?”’

““I hope my illness didn’t upset the party!”’ ““Sometimes I think I'm a bloody idiot.”’




Light Division moves from

JCH LOVED HOME

ITH THREE First
World War red-
coated Chelsea
Pensioners — all
former riflemen — taking
pride of place in the front row,
military history ceremonially
marked yet another chapter in
the regimental annals with the
final passing out parade held
at Winchester’s Light Division
Depot of Peninsula Barracks.

A new purpose-built com-
plex, Sir John Moore Bar-
racks, Flowerdown, starts up
shortly just 1Y, miles from the
cathedral city, writes Graham
Smith.

Back-dropped by the famous
Long Block, a restored fire-razed
building which was once envisaged
by Charles I as a rival to the Palace
of Versailles, proud parents, friends
and old soldiers braved the chill
morning to watch the 69-strong
passing out parade involving

res: Paul Haley aﬁﬁ* ;

graduates’ from Cassino Platoon.

Unluckiest pair of the accolade
day culminating their 20-week
training course, however, were
Riflemen John O’Connell and
David Crockford, both of Ist
Battalion The Royal Green Jackets,
who were unable to take their
allotted places on the draughty
square.

Young O’Connell was suffering
from a kidney complaint and
Crockford stood to attention on a
pair of crutches; the result of a
training accident at Sennybridge
Ranges, Wales.

Even so, on the sidelines of the
event, Inspecting Officer General
Sir Frank Kitson, recently retired
C-in-C UKLF and a former
subaltern at the Depot of yester-
year, was brought over to con-
gratulate and commiserate with
them.

Minutes later Sir Frank, a
representative colonel of the RG],

on crutches and O’Connell
34

General Sir Frank Kitson commiserates with Riflemen Crockford (left)

told the youngsters in front of him:
“It’s sad that our ties with this so
loved barracks are coming to an
end but it would be wrong to dwell
on this aspect of the proceedings
for any length of time.

“Suffice to say our military
forbears have been blazing a trail
of excellence through the centuries.
It’s the future that matters and
not the past, and the future is in
your hands.

“Don’t be dismayed if, on
occasion, you find yourself in a
situation which can be made more
adverse that you bargained for.

“If you have confidence in
yourself and in your friends
nothing will stop you. You are
lucky to be going to the two best
regiments in the British Army.
Good luck.”

It was the end of a 129-year
association as far as The Royal
Green Jackets were concerned. A
site supporting a military presence
for 1,000 years. The place where
1,000 immigrant priests once could
be heard chanting as far away as
the nearby town centre. A gaol for
French prisoners of war from the
Napoleonic Wars.

Cassino, Tobruk and Kohima
Platoons were mustered in front
of the colonnaded Long Block on
a square associated with the
founding of the King’s Royal Rifle
Corps depot in 1858.

Naturally, to Cassino Platoon,
average age 17, went the honour
of a silent movement drill display,
the ‘orders’ given by bugles from
the Light Division School of Music
at Shrewsbury.

It was Cassino Platoon — the
largest pass-out platoon in the last
six years — from the famed 140
paces-a-minute Light Division,
who doubled past the saluting dais.

Topicality of the day was not
forgotten either. Four teams from
the passing out platoon ran a race
to raise money for the BBC’s all-

Cassino Platoon doubling past the
saluting dais

day telethon for the Children in
Need appeal.

Company Sergeant Major ‘Ken’
Kennedy, watching the teenagers
on parade said: “‘I am very pleased
with their performance today.
They’ve done very well, particu-
larly during the final days on the
Sennybridge Training Area where
the weather was pretty appalling.”

Later, the PRI shop did a brisk
trade in selling regimental items
and souvenirs. At Winchester’s
impressive Guildhall, 229 people,
including 48 guests, sat down to a
three-course honour luncheon
dished up by the Light Division
Master Chef WO2 Meecham and
served up by an Army stewards
course.

The lunchers tucked into smoked
salmon, beef stroganoff, cheese and
biscuits and coffee. There, Field
Marshal Sir Edwin Bramall,
recently retired as Chief of the
General Staff made a speech.

In it, he reminded all: “Although
we rightly on this grey day are
making something of the sad
closing of a much loved home
which can no longer be developed
to modern military needs we are
only, in fact, moving 1.6 miles
down the road to Flowerdown, to
a superb and ample site with
wonderful modern facilities in
keeping with the needs and deserts
of today’s young volunteer soldiers.
Itis certainly not good-bye or even
au revoir.”

In the afternoon the 1st Battalion
The Royal Green Jackets exercised
their Freedom of the City of
Winchester marching through the
city with swords fixed, band
playing and bugles sounding. It
was last exercised in 1978.

For two years the Peninsula
Barracks depot has been one of
twin Light Division depots, the
other being at Shrewsbury.



LUXURY IS
APAIROF DRY

SOCKS

HEY ARE back now.

Dysentery (five cases of

it)...a loss of a stone in

weight each...failed to
deter a team from the 17th/21st
Lancers from their avowed aim of
spending 70 days walking across
three continents during their
Worldtrek 85.

An adventurous odyssey that
would take them literally climbing
to new heights in Nepal, New
Zealand, Fiji and the USA. An
expedition boasting 33 sponsors
and costing £16,000 in the first
three months alone.

For as Captain Hamish Fulton,
back from the expedition, says:
“It combined the best high altitude
walking to be found anywhere in
the world with the finest equip-
ment and support available. It
provided its team with a unique
blend of hardship, travel and
danger.”

The intrepid trekkers had four
main aims. To walk and climb in
the Khumba Himal of eastern
Nepal; to climb a mountain in the
southern Alps of New Zealand in
mid-winter; to cross the island of
Fiji by foot and by raft; and to
climb to the summit of the highest
mountain “in the contiguous
United States.”

The Khumbu Himal trek to
14,000 feet took 16 days amid
monsoons, early eventide mos-

quitos, steamy mud and mist, crisp
mornings, and endless tea stops.

They yearned for warm and dry
beds to a man. What they would
have given for a slice or two of the
crispiest bacon!

Captain Fulton recalls: “Yert,
just to be there, made us forget
our warm and sheltered life to the
extent when sheer luxury became
a dry pair of socks or a nip of our
precious malt whisky.”

South Island welcomed the
adventurers after a “lightning
journey” through the varied
delights of Bangkok, Singapore and
Sydney. Their mountain objective
was achieved.

But not before the weather had
clamped down changing to snow
and freezing temperatures, well
below zero. Luckily, they found
their tents again in a lofty,
whitening world.

Fiji. That was different. Accord-
ing to the travel log it “oozes sun,
let alone cocktails, tourists and
beaches.”

They had to settle for sun. . . and
boiling days walking along ill-fated
paths. They were back-packing,
too. Two-thirds of the main island,
Vitu Levu, was trekked in six days
followed by a 30-mile three-raft
dash down the Navua River to
the ocean.

But it was America, according
to common consensus, which was

to be “our crowning glory”’. Mount
Whitney, 14,495 feet, was the
target. Its summit was conquered.
The trek was all but over.
Tanned, and missing kit — it had
strayed away on mountains or was
lost in rapids — the team flew into
a drizzle-draped London.
Captain Fulton said: “Our gains

far outweighed all these temporary
complaints. For if to go adventure
training is the privilege of the
minority of us, even once in a
lifetime, then Worldtrek 85 will
surely last in our minds as the
combination of all life’s luck and
adventure that we are ever likely
to want for again.”

Base camp in Gladstone Valley,

New Zealand

Rafting down the Navua River in
Fiji; (left to right) Tpr Adam Pearce,
Lt Nicholas Henderson and L Cpl
Simon Morley
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PHOTOGRAPHIC SPONSORS OF ‘WORLDTREK 85’

When Captain Hamish Fulton wanted a company that offered service with
excellent quality to reproduce the unique pohotographs of Worldtrek 85 he
came to us. Why send your films to a less demanding company.
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Twice winners of the prestigious Kodak ‘Gold Award for Quality’ 1984 and 1985.
Three times winners of the Kodak ‘Silver Award for Quality’

Quality is never missed until it’s seen

INTRODUCTORY OFFER PRICE
(valid until 28th February, 1986)

12 exp and disc £1.45 Ektachrome

24 exp £2.45 20 exp £2.10 mounted

36 exp £2.95 36 exp £2.60 mounted
All 4in glossy prints

Cheques and PO’s payable to Thos. Litster  Please enclose your name and address
clearly printed
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Please send films and remittance plus 30p g T e m
postage and packing to: B PSS R W o :
Litster Colour Laborato
PO Box 7 y s ialis S SNEETE R T e |
March Street Industrial Estate R R S SR I
Peebles I 4
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YOUR ATTENTION PLEASE

— ALL PAST & PRESENT SERVING SAILORS, SOLDIERS,
AIRMEN, WRENS, WRACS, WRAFS, NURSES & THEIR FAMILIES.

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED BY THE ROYAL STAR & GARTER HOME TO
CARE FOR THE DISABLED MEN & WOMEN OF ALL THREE SERVICES

. .

The Royal Star & Garter Home cares for severely disabled ex-Servicemen
and women of all ranks from all parts of the country. We rely on public
support, so please help by sending a donation or preferably asking for a
covenant form. You might also like to remember with a legacy those to
whom we owe so much.

THE ROYAL

.. STAR £ GARTER

Home for Disabled Sailors, Soldiers & Airmen.
Richmond, Surrey TW10 6RR. Tel: 01-940 3314

Registered Charity No. 210119 & 286781
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® A sample page
o from

G.D. Specialist
supplies colour
catalogue

Inquiries from
PRIs &
Training
wings
welcomed

Kit the Professionals use

G.D. Specialist Supplies have supplied equipment to the Professional
Soldier throughout the world, in conditions as diverse and inhospitable as
the Falklands Islands and the Sahara Desert. Their equipment has been
designed or selected by soldiers for soldiers and has been throughly field
tested. The company has established its reputation on supplying the finest
quality kit at reasonable prices.

The range includes: survival knives, survival kits, first aid kits, navigation
aids, binoculars, bivi bags, rucksacks, holdalls, clothing, camera care
systems, and many other miscellaneous items.

For full details, a colour catalogue is available, priced £1 from: G.D.
Specialist Supplies, Beresford House, Beresford Road, Gillingham,
Kent ME7 4EU.
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The Peugeot 505 Estate's long and elegant lines make it
the ideal family car, combining an enormous capacity for
passengers and luggage with all the luxury you'd expect
from one of Peugeot's most popular model ranges. The
505 Estate’s powerful but efficient engine provides a rare

partnership of speed and economy-and of course you
can enjoy the added economy of purchasing the 505
Estate tax-free!

Buy tax-free from Peugeot Talbot Piccadilly Export. or
your nearest export dealer.

Go to great lengths to avoid tax.




I was most interested to read the article

entitled ‘Fitness is the Key!” in
SOLDIER (4 Nov). The work
currently being carried out at The
Queen Elizabeth Military Hospital,
Woolwich is certainly an eye-opener
— I would, I must admit, probably
have been amongst the majority of
people thinking that any form of
strenuous exercise after a heart attack,
or when suffering with any other form
of heart disease, would only prove
negative, I was pleasantly surprised to
read that it is actually the opposite.
I was not surprised, however, to learn
that the main cause of heart attacks/
heart disease is cigarette smoking. I
would not wish to take a ‘holier-than-
thou’ attitude towards the evils of
smoking, as I have smoked myself in
the past, but thankfully realised the
error of my ways before I actually
became ‘hooked’.

Therefore, although I am fully aware
of the unpleasantness that someone
else’s cigarette causes to a non-smoker,
1 have no desire to reel off a list of
everything a non-smoker finds
unsavoury when in the presence of a
person smoking a cigarette. Personally
I do not find this subject so much
disturbing as sad.

It seems such a dreadful shame that
people should have to suffer heart
attacks and the like purely because of
either social etiquette or because of the
body’s dependency on nicotine. It could
all so easily be avoided with a lot of
willpower on the smoker’s part and

with a little help from friends and

relatives.

1 did not have any difficulty in giving
up cigarettes myself, but my husband
has smoked since he was a teenager,
and although he has cut down drastic-
ally over the past couple of years, he
still finds it incredibly hard to take the
final step and stop smoking completely,
which unfortunately is probably the
case for thousands of other smokers
100,

I’m afraid Sir Walter Raleigh has
quite a lot to answer for, wouldn’t you
say? — (Name and address sup-
plied).

GREENJACKETS

I was surprised to read an editorial ina

national newspaper of the plight of a -

few ex-soldiers of the Royal Green-
jackets who are now existing on
handouts from NHSS after being
blasted by an IRA bomb while doing
their duty entertaining the public in
Regents Park.

When musicians of the RAF
German band were killed and injured
in a tragic coach crash the Senior RAF
Director of Music went to work and a
concert was organised at The Barbican.
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MAIL DROP

The proceeds were used, I believe, to
help relieve the hardship caused.

As a person who has enjoyed military
band concerts, at Wembley, in concert
halls and on bandstands at the seaside
I feel that I am “one of them”. So,
possibly, do others. Has anything been
done to help those musicians? Where
can I send my small contribution? Ata

time when we are helping the starving _

in Africa, the deprived children of
London etc, surely we can help these

few military musicians over a sticky

patch. — (Name and address sup—
plied).

The public fund for the Regem‘ s Park
injuries has closed but The Rifleman’s
Aid Society, Peninsula Barracks,
Winchester, Hants, will be delighted to
receive any donations to help the injured
men, preferably for individual bandsmen
but alternatively for the injured men
collectively — Ed.

THAT FLAG AGAIN

With reference to SOLDIER (18 Nov)
on page 32 the caption should read
“The British parade commander
explains to his NATO friends why the
Union Flag is carried on parade
inverted”’.

I hope G Wilmot (Mail Drop same
issue) enjoys looking at these ‘Real
Soldiers’ who do not know the correct
way to fly their National Flag.

I’ll bet the young Nursing Sisters
under training in the BBC TV film
‘Nurses in Battle’ know how. If those
giggling girls develop with training into
the smart, efficient, keen, kind and
caring Nursing Sisters that I have met
at the Queen Elizabeth Military
Hospital, Woolwich, then all I can say
is, Thank Heaven for Little Girls, even
in they do giggle. — A Maddock, 42
Narrabeen Road, Folkestone, Kent.

The article in SOLDIER Magazine (4
Nov), referring to an In Memoriam
notice by Major General Godfrey
Hamilton, about an action on the North
West Frontier in 1935, revived many
memories for me.

I served with ‘A’ Corps Signals India,
and at the start of trouble in Mohmed
territory North of Peshawar, we became
part of ‘Mohforce’ and moved into the
area at Ghalania Camp, close to Wucha
Jawar, and we could hear the action

_ mentioned in the account.

I still have the Indian newspaper
cuttings, giving an account of the action,
and casualties, which confirm the
account given in the SOLIDER article.

The account you published may stir
a few memories among any former
comrades who served with ‘A’ Corps
Sigs, because after leaving India in
February 1939, I have only met two in
the last fifty years.

Many thanks for an excellent mag-
azine, and especially so when we get an
extra bonus, like the above section in

which one was involved so many years

ago. — F Faulkner, 16 Tavistock
Road, Bolton, Lancs.

VOICE AND EARS

249 Signal Squadron (AMF(L)) is not

‘a covert unit! 249 Signal Squadron

(AMEF(L))is the Force radio Squadron.
It is the voice and ears of the Force,
providing (usually) comms for the main

pages.

necessarily for publication.

through these columns.

for free insertion.

SOLDIER is delighted to receive readers’ letters. These are YOUR

Please keep letters brief and type them if possible. Use only one
side of the paper, with double spacing between lines.
Readers’ letters must give full name and address, but not

Keep your letters flowing to: Mail Drop, SOLDIER, Parsons
House, Ordnance Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU.

Unfortunately, SOLDIER does not have the staff to undertake
detailed research on matters of military history, militaria etc, but
will try to provide answers on matters of general military interest

Contributions for Call Signs are restricted to appeals by
individuals trying to trace old comrades, and these, and insertions
for the Reunions column, must be brief and will only be published
once. Items connected with commercial gain cannot be accepted

staff to the Commanders in the field.
As any soldier knows communications
are the most important lifeline between
the fighting troops and their com-
manders and vice versa.

So what?, you may ask. Why is it
whenever 249 Signal Sqn deploy for
example to Norway, Denmark and
Turkey this year, hardly more than a
sentence is ever writtenin SOLDIER?
We do realise that you must try to
mention everyone but why it is that as
far as the Force is concerned 249 Signal
Sqn is left out to let other units come
to.the forefront every time.

So come on lads, give us ‘Sigies’ a
chance. — Main Troop, 249 Signal
Sqn (AMF(L)), Ward II Bks,
Bulford Camp, Salisbury, Wilts.
Surprise, surprise! Inthis issue thereisa

- story about ‘249’ which was held over

from the last issue because of space
problems — Ed

GOCDWILL

On Oct 23 to 27 1944 the 53rd Welsh
Div liberated the Dutch town of s-
Hertogenbosch. This year the town
celebrated its 800th year of the foun-
dation of the city and the 40th year of
the liberation of the town.

To.mark this event the town invited
the 53rd Welsh Div to join in the
celebrations. 475 ex-members made the
trip with their wives making nearly
1,000 in all. We were all accommodated
in private homes free of charge.

The Dutch people could not do
enough for us. The friendship and
feeling of goodwill to us was fantastic,
not forgetting that this was 40 years
on. I don’t think any of us will ever
forget those five days.

I would like to add my personal
thanks to Mr Luc Van Sent who
organised the whole celebration. — A
Short, 32 Tartame Lane, Dym-
church, Kent.

In your Mail Drop columns during I
think, October/November 1984, you
published a letter from Howard
Dodsworth under the heading Heroes’
Rest. Mr Dodsworth was appalled at
the state of the grave of Colonel A D
Borton VC CMG DSO in Hunton
Churchyard.

After correspondence with the sur-
vivors of Colonel Borton’s family and
the Vicar of St Nicholas Church in

- Hunton, The Queen’s Royal Surrey

Regimental Association undertook to
have the headstone refurbished.

This was completed in time for
Remembrance Day and after the

Service, wreaths were laid on behalf of
The Queen’s Regiment and The
Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment by
the Secretary. — Lt Col L M Wilson

MBE, The Queen’s Royal Surrey

Regimental Association. Regi-
mental Headquarters, The Queen’s
Regiment, Howe Barracks,
Canterbury, Kent.

LIy
Competition
Once again, no-one managed to work
out an all-correct list of answers for
SOLDIER’s competition No 373, but
two readers had all but two answers
right. The lucky winner was Mrs E C
Sheppard who lives in Ireland. Con-
gratulations Mrs Shcpparcl A £50
cheque is on its way.

How Observant

Are You?

1 Keyhole of door. 2 Number of mistleroe
berries above door. 3 Lengthof left “arm”’
of girl’s balloon. 4 Length of Sellotape in
dispenser. 5 Size of TV screen. 6 Man’s
left thumb. 7 Second tree-ball below star.
8 Girl’s right leg. 9 Number of items in
Decorations box. 10 Length of mouth of
“snake’’ balloon. .

Call Signs

Mr Frank Langmaid, 72 Easington
Way, South Ockenden, Essex, is
anxious to contact any former
colleagues of 48 DR Section, Royal
Signals with whom he served in
the Second World War. He joined
the Section in October 1939 and
was still a Despatch Rider when
demobbed in January 1946, having
served in France, the Far East,
India, Mauritius and Kenya.

All ex-members of the Parachute
Sgn, RAC (1965-76) are asked to
contact Mr Steve Thompson, in
connection with a reunion which
is to be held next year.

Mr George Thomas Smith is
anxious to contact old Army friends
who served with him in the Royal
Army Medical Corps from January
1955 until January 1961. A/Sgt
Smith was attached to 36 Field
Ambulance during service in
Oswestry, Nairobi, Nicosia, SHAPE
HQ in Paris, and at the Army School
of Physical Training. Mr Smith is
now in a home for physically
handicapped in Rotherham, and
his former colleagues should write
c/o Mr Ernest Jepson, 11 Firth St,
Greasbrough, Rotherham, South
Yorkshire, S61 4PP.




T°S ‘thinking-about-holi-

days’ time again. So how
would YOU like to win a
Bl FREE holiday, just by
solving a simple competition.
SOLDIER is linking with
Ladbroke Holidays, one of Britain’s
major holiday companies, to offer
readers the chance to win a free
self-catering holiday for up to six
people at any of Ladbroke’s holiday
sites next year. And even if you
don’t win that, there are valuable
prizes for the two runners-up, and
holiday discounts for SOLDIER
readers. :
Ladbroke Holidays has a total
of 16 holiday locations in popular

tourist areas along the east, south
and south-west coasts and also in
the Scottish highlands, all provid-
ing a wide range of family enter-
tainment including heated fun-
pools, themed activity areas, games
rooms and live cabaret every
evening.

Their holiday centres and vil-
lages are all within easy reach of
beautiful countryside, historic
towns and popular tourist attrac-
tions. And there are special
discounts for their customers at
many local visitor attractions.

Ladbroke is spending several
million pounds on expanding and
upgrading accommodation and

entertainment facilities. Modern,

available including villas, chalets
and caravans. There will be quality

- cabaret acts, live music and dancing

in the evenings, a full schedule of

“outdoor and indoor sports activities

during the day. .

To give yourself a chance of
winning a FREE holiday, all you
have to do is enter the ‘Spot the

difference’ competition on this

page. Circle at least ten differences

on Picture A and post your entry

to Holiday Competition, SOL-

DIER, Ordnance Road, Aldershot,

Hants, GU11 2DU, together with
the completed coupon. Your entry

~ mustarrive by Friday 31 January.
fully serviced accommodation is

‘To win first prize you must find
all the differences on the picture.
If more than one person spots them

~ all, the winner will be drawn.

‘The runners-up prize will be a

- £75 voucher off any Ladbroke

holiday, and there will be a third
prize worth £50 off any Ladbroke
holiday. .

- But everyone who enters the
competition will automatically
receive a discount cheque which
will entitle them to up to £40 off a
Ladbroke holiday, the amount
depending on the holiday selected.

So post your entry NOW. And
solve your holiday problem early.

on page 18 just for fun.

HOORAY
FOR HOAY

THE response to SOLDIER's £50 prize for its HOAY .
competition (No375 in SOLDIER 4 November) was so
enthusiastic that from the first issue of next year HOAY
will become the regular prize-winning competition.

In the current issue of SOLDIER you have two oppor-
tunities to try your skill at a HOAY puzzle — one on this
page with the chance to win a free holiday, and the other

COMPLETE THE ADDRESS BOX BELOW AND FORWARD TO: -
HOLIDAY COMPETITION, SOLDIER, ORDANCE ROAD, ALDERSHOT,

HANTS, GU11 2DU.

PLEASE FORWARD MY PRIVILEGE HOLIDAY CLUB CHEQUE

AND BROCHURE TO:

NAME

ADDRESS

(Photo copies are acceptable)

POST CODE «.......laiiiis it
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ONLY AN EXPERT COULD BRING

A SAAB DOWN SO LOW/.

TEST DRIVING THE ONLY CAR BUILT BY AN AIRCRAFT MANUFACTURER IS A UNIQUE EXPERIENCE.
WHAT MAKES IT EVEN BETTER IS THAT IT IS BACKED BY YEARS OF EXPERTISE IN TAX FREE SALES
AS WELL AS OUR VIPICCADILLY SERVICE.

THIS MEANS WE CAN KEEP THE PRICES DOWN LOW —~ £5205.00* FOR A UK SPECIFICATION
SAAB Q00 — WITHOUT THE PAPERWORK GETTING ON TOP OF YOU

*PRICE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

POST ME DETAILS FAST. NAME —

| AM PARTICULARLY INTERESTED m RANK
IN (TICK BOX):

PICCADILLY ADDRESS -

i s or THAT Y/ FAcCADILLY PASICORE
SAAB 900i 0 g, A MERT TEL. NO. e 0 SDETY PHONER S i o
SAAB 900 TURBO O EXPECTED POSTING DATE _____ TO (COUNTRY)

PHONE (01) 409 0990 NOW AND ASK FOR OUR MILITARY CAR SALES DEPARTMENT, OR POST THIS COUPON TO: SAAB MILITARY SALES, 77 PICCADILLY, LONDON W1V 0AY.
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Monty’s side beat Germans Forty-Nil

A PICTURE, they say, is worth a
thousand words. On that assessment the
latest biography on Field Marshal the
Viscount Montgomery of Alamein packs
more into its 160 pages that a similar
work might do in three volumes.

The author is Monty’s youngest brother,
Colonel Brian Montgomery, who is, apart
from one 90-year-old sister, the only survivor
of the nine children of Bishop and Mrs Henry
Montgomery.

Over 10 years ago he made a substantial
contribution to the Monty bibliography with
his first book, ‘A Field Marshal in the Family’.
Now aged 82, and a couple of books later, he
has produced ‘Monty, A Life in Photographs’,
which, as the name clearly suggests, is a
pictorial record of the life of his illustrious
brother.

As a member of the family Colonel
Montgomery had one obvious advantage in
undertaking the task. He was able to provide
at least 60 per cent of the 214 illustrations
which form the basis of the book. The rest he
had to track down and borrow from individuals
or such institutions as the Imperial War
Museum or the London Library.

“It seemed to me so many people have
written pages and pages about this great man,”
Colonel Montgomery told SOLDIER. *I
wondered whether it would be possible to
select a series of photos and arrange them in
sequence and thereby try to show his life and
work in a much more simple and shortened
form, possibly letting his qualities of leadership
and his character shine through the pictures
instead of the printed page.

““This is an attempt on my part and it will
be for the reader to say whether I am right or
wrong.”

As the author of three previous books,
Colonel Montegomery obviously has strong
feelings about the disclocation of pictures and
text which occurs of necessity in many books.
For ‘Monty — A Life in Photographs’ he has
arranged linking text and captions to
accompany the illustrations all the way
through.

But relying on pictures to carry the main
weight of the story did not make the task of

-writing any easier. As the author explained,

Monty: source of endless fascination

words had to be chosen much more carefully
for a text only a quarter the length of a more
orthodox biography.

As Monty was 16 when his youngest brother
was born it is hardly surprising that there is
not a lot of personal reminiscence in this book.
However, the author does repeat the story
from his own infancy of teenage Monty’s
remonstrance with his parents when baby
Brian was awarded the initials BF.

Like many great men Monty’s story is based
a great deal on anecdote as the adjunct to
stirring events. Hence a photograph of the
young Lieutenant Montgomery with the Royal
Warwickshire Regiment football team in India
before WWI is run with the story of his first
encounter with German forces.

The battleship Gneisenau was in Bombay
and a friendly match was arranged. As
the German sailors knew practically nothing
about football it was decreed that something
considerably less than the 1st XI should be
fielded against them.

But Monty, as was often the case, was
impervious to political niceties. He put in his
very best players who won the match 40-0!

Colonel Montgomery was also a member of

WILLIAM Carr, a Scottish farmer’s son,
kept his memories of the horrors of the
First World War in his mind for 60 years
before his daughter persuaded him to
put them on paper. Now they have been
published under the title of ‘A Time to
Leave the Ploughshares’, but sadly
William Carr died just before the book
was released — in his 101st year.
William Carr was a gunner, commis-
sioned in the Royal Field Artillery in
1916, and found himself posted to 169
Army Brigade, taking over part of the
front line south of Armentieres. Shortly
before he enlisted, there had been great
excitement on the family farm near
Stonehaven in Scotland when the first
tractor arrived in the area; within the
next two years William Carr was to pass
from his peaceful life as a farmer’s son,
to see the first tanks go into effective

GUNNER’S RECOLLECTIONS

action at the Battle of Cambrai — and
be awarded the MC for his part in the
battle — to endure the massive military
barrage which began the German
offensive of March 1918, to smell the
stench of piles of rotting bodies, to see
his comrades slaughtered around him,
and to become haunted by the horror
of watching his guns blast enemy
soldiers into eternity.

His account of the day-by-day life of
agunner officer in the period described
by Lloyd George as “the greatest
chapter of our military history”, is told
simply yet graphically, with feeling yet
without undue sentimentality. What a
great pity he did not survive to see it
published. — AT.

A Time To Leave the Ploughshares
by William Carr, (Robert Hale, London.
£8.50).

the Royal Warwicks, his brother’s old
regiment, but only for a short time. His interest
in hunting and horses took him to East Africa
for a time and later to India where he joined
the Indian Army and became the last British
CO of the Baluch Regiment.

After partition and the end of British rule
he joined the Foreign Service and worked asa
diplomat, mainly in the Middle East, for 22
years. And finally, at a time when most people
think of little more than retirement, he
embarked on another career as an author.

He said his wife Bunty was the main
inspiration for the second biography. But she
died in 1983 and since then he has been working
by himself on this tribute to the remarkable
career of his famous elder brother.

As for any suggestion of flooding the market
with Monty memorabilia, he didn’t think there
would be much danger of that. Like Napoleon,
or Wellington or Marlborough, Monty would
remain, he said, a source of endless fascination
for future generations of authors and their
readers. — RH.
® MONTY — A Life In Photographs, by
Brian Montgomery (Blandford Press £10.95).

BOOKS IN BRIEF

Afghanistan: The Soviet War, by Edward
Girardet, Special correspondent of the
Christian Science Monitor, Boston, published
by Croom Helm Ltd at £17.95. Based on the
author’s five clandestine trips into Afghanistan
with the resistance during the Soviet
occupation.

Clouds of Deceit: The Deadly Legacy of
Britain’s Bomb Tests, by Joan Smith,
published by Faber and Faber Ltd, cased at
£8.95 or paperback £4.95. The story of
Britain’s nuclear weapons tests in the 1950s,
told through interviews and eye-witness
accounts, from official documents and evidence
given to the Australian Government’s Royal
Commission of Inquiry.

London At War: The Making of Modern
London 1939-45, by Joanna Mack and Stephen
Humphries, published by Sidgwick and
Jackson at £13.95 hardback and £9.95
paperback. Written to accompany the London
Weekend Television series, telling the story
of London and Londoners during the war.
The Illustrated History of the Vietnam
War, by Brian Beckett, published by
Blandford Press, price £19.95. A pictorial in-
depth guide to one of the most momentous
periods in United States history.

LATEST EXCLUSIVE »D
PELLET-FIRING REPLICAS =YY=

spare ammunition and cartridges available for all
models - illustrated here a soft air pistol ideal for
back garden ‘plinking’, the

BROWNING HI-POWER £13.95 +£2p+p

Many other models
available, including
MINI UZI CUSTOM

9mm Israeli Police/Security
Forces Weapon £59.95+£4 p+p

Catalogue
of SHOGUN
NINJA &
EDIEVAL
RANGES

BATTLE ORDERS SHOGUN UK LTD
Dept SO, 71 Eastbourne Road, L.Willingdon, Eastbourne

East Sussex BN20 9NR. Tel: Polegate (032 12) 5182
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CLASSIFIED .............. CLASSIFIED ............... CLASSIFIED

For Sale

Major Models. Geographical Ter-
rains: Any scale for tactical training or
wargaming. Presentation Trophies:
Tanks, Planes, Artillery Guns and
Cannons. Military Figures: Ancient to
present day, special occasions, figures
supplied and painted. Send SAE for
further details. Major Models, River-
side ‘Flat’, Old Mill Road, King’s
Langley, Herts.

Canadian cap badges for British and
Commonwealth cloth formation signs.
Hugh Jones, 2040 Ross Crescent,
Prince George, BC, Canada.

Daily Mail set 176 postcards, first
world war, in original album £25.
Thirty Canadian VCs, pub 1918, £6.
Williams, Berllan Eirian, Eglwysbach,
Colwyn Bay. Tel 0492 67429.
Military history, regimental histories,
campaigns etc, many books available,
send first class stamp for listt M G
Pearson, Book Sales (S2), 13 Aintree
Crescent, Barkingside, Essex, I1G6
2HD.

For Army/Naval/Air Force pipe
bands, bagpipes, chanters, drums, flags,
banners, badges, lanyards, aiguillettes,
cords etc, etc. M H Geoffrey & Co, PO

Box 27, Railway Road, Sialkot,
Pakistan.
Regimental ties, blazer badges,

cufflinks, buttons and medals, cap
badges etc. SAE or IRC for FREE
price list from: Cairncross & Son (Dept
S), 31 Belle Vue St, Filey, North
Yorkshire, YO14 9HU. Tel: Scar-
borough 513287.

Rhodesian Selous Scouts wings £10.
Selous Scouts Officers Beret Badge in
silver. Numbered £32. Unnumbered
£28. Rhodesian SAS wings £8.95.
Rhodesian Army Cloth Wings £6.95.
RLI Officers silver beret badge £22.
Greys Scouts Officers silver beret badge
£24. South African Transkie Special
Forces bronze wing f14. Foreign
Legion parachutist beret badge (winged
dagger) £4.25. French parachute wings
£5.25. British SAS cloth beret badge
£2.50. Cloth wings (padded) £2.50.
SAS Officers bronzed collar badges
£4.50 pair. SAS anodised beret badge
£2.50. US 101st Airborne patch £2.25.
Enamelled distinctive (Di) £3.25. 82nd
Airborne patch £2.25. Di £3.25. Special
Forces patch £2.50. Di £3.50. Special
Forces beret crest £3.95. Access now
accepted. Send £1.00 for illustrated
catalogue to: Andrew Butler Insignia,
10 Chatham St, Ramsgate, Kent. Tel:
0843 602987.

Gortex, entrant, cordura, polarfabric
thinsulate, mosquitonet, DPM proofed
nylon and other waterproof and thermal
materials. Wide range zips, thread,
buckles, webbing etc, pattern book.
SAE for samples. Pointnorth (S), 58
High St, Cemaes Bay, Gwynedd. Tel:
0407 711030.

Large selection Foreign Legion, US
and British insignia: knives, berets etc.
Best prices. SAE lists. Batchelor, 1
Hayes Bridge Cottages, Whitewood
Lane, Godstone, Surrey.

DPM SAS smocks, genuine issue,
brand new. All sizes £64.50 P&P £1.50.
Send stamp for large Surplus Cata-
logue. Mail order only. Joe’s Surplus,
Ashgrove Farm, Ardley, Bicester,
Oxon, OX6 9PJ.

Wisewear heavyweight waxed cotton
jackets DPM £39.99, or olive green
£34.99 (XL Sizes add £3). C & D
King Ltd, 27 Meadowbrook Road,
Dorking Surrey. Telephone Dorking
883780 for Barclaycard, Access, COD
Orders or catalogue. Quantity Dis-
counts available.

Free VC/Jumbo illustrated new list,
send £1 (admin.) Surplus, medals,
militaria. HQ 84 Southgate St, Glou-
cester, UK.
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LCI equipment comprising large pack,
frame belt, suspenders, two ammo
pouches, water bottle, first aid pouch,
shovel carrier. All very good to new
condition. £80. Peter Starling, 1 Harley
Crescent, Catterick Garrison, North
Yorks, DL9 4]F.

Postcards, our own exclusive series,
British Forces modern full dress. Latest
issues, Royal Marines and Queen’s
Own Hussars £2.50 per set, P&P (UK)
included. Send SAE for list of previous
sets. British Model Soldier Society, 21
Spring Rise, Galleywood, Essex, CM2
8SH.

Regimental uniform postcards,
superbly painted in full colour. “The
Scottish Regiments’ set now available.
Nine postcards in souvenir envelope.
Send £2.65 for complete set or SAE
for sample postcard. Geoff White Ltd,
11 Embercourt Drive, Backwell,
Bristol, BS19 3HU.

Protect your expensive watches on
exercise or work DPM pattern watch-
straps with a unique fastening device
and flip over top suitable for all watches
with securing pins. Money back
guarantee, if not satisfied. Price £3.50
each P&P included, large orders from
PRIs welcome. Available only from:
Dolores Hayes, 72 St Lucia Park,
Bordon, Hants, GU35 O0LD.

Miniature medals. Superb quality at
competitive prices eg MC/DCM/
DSM/MM [7, Northern Ireland
CSM £4.50, LSGC £4.35, Cadet Force
£5, UN, Cyprus £4, plus postage. UK
add 15 per cent VAT. Compare our
delivered price, SAE for full list.
B & A A Mirtchell, Unit 127, Market
Hall, Oldham, Lancs.

Medals full size. We can supply
hundreds of full size medals from
1800-date including WWII Stars,
Defence and War Medals, GSMs,
LSGCs, TEs, UNs etc. Regret no lists,
please write stating interests. Our
service also includes renaming, full
mounting service, ribbon bars etc.
B & A A Mitchell, Unit 127, Market
Hall, Oldham, Lancs.

SAS T-shirts and sweatshirts. Top
quality with embroidered badge. These
are the official shirts as sold by the
Association. T-shirt £7.50, Sweatshirt
£12.95. Access accepted. ABI, 10
Chatham St, Ramsgate, Kent. 0843
602987.

War books. £1.10: collector disposing.
SAE for list. Griff Jones, 58 Appin
Road, Glasgow, G31 3PE.

Miniature medals supplied, mounted
for wear, write or phone for quotation.
Full size medals, decorations bought
and sold. Send 50p for large catalogue.
Wire blazer badges supplied, over 100
in stock. Raymond Holdich, 16 Tudor
Way, Hawkwell, Hockley, Essex 0702
201415.

01d issue “Huzif’, (needles, thread
etc), only £1.50, camo bush hat £4.50
postpaid. 82 Southgate, Gloucester.

Badge/medal collection, breaking 100s
available, very reasonable, SSAE
please. Williams, 3 Holmwood Close,
Tuffley, Gloucester.

Frame your own medals. 7" x 7" white
gloss wood frame. Perspex-type glazing.
Takes up to six separate medals.
Removable back £6.25. CWO includes
P & P (UK & BFPO). Send SAE for
leaflet. Arthur Rich, 8 High St,
Emberton, Olney, Bucks, MK46 5DH.
Tel: 0234 71 2568.

MSO BAOR cap badges probably the
least known cap badge and unit of the
British Army. No collection is complete
without the 617 Tank Transporter Unit
MSO Royal Corps of Transport badge.
£3.95 each. Details of unit sent with
badge. Badge and Medal Services, M ]
Richardson, 15 Overslade Crescent,
Coventry. (0203) 332467.

Commando socks olice £3.50. Ger-
man olive drab shirt grade 1 £4.25.
British issue Arctic socks £3.75.
German Army parka grade 1 £19.50.
German moleskin trousers grade 1
£9.50. British commando pullovers
grade 1 up to 44"’ chest £7.50. Police
greatcoats new without buttons, sizes
38" to 43" chest £12.50. Survival knife
hollow handle contains fishing line and
hooks waterproof matches wire saw
needle compass £11.00. All prices
include P&P. SAE for list to: Hubber-
ton Trading(s), Unit 5, Dale St Mill,
Milnsbridge, Huddersfield, W Yorks,
HD3 4TG. (0484) 644709.
Military Advertiser magazine for the
militaria collector and enthusiast out
now. Only £2.00 plus 13p stamp for
next 6 issues. Reviews, news and views,
items for sale and wanted etc. Military
Advertiser, PO Box 28, Weymouth,
Dorset, DT4 8XY.
Genuine militaria. Lists now ready of
badges, medals, ribbons, books, special
forces, miniature medals and mess dress
badges. Money back guarantee. Send
SAE stating interests. Sunset Militaria,
Dinedor Cross, Herefordshire, HR2
6PF.
Combat clothing and equipment,
boots, 58 and 72 webbing, SAS and
para smocks etc. Only combat-service-
able items. SAE for lists. Robert
Waddington, 3 Meadow Rise, Bewdley,
Worcs, DY12 1]P. (0299) 404376.
Insignia of today’s soldier, British,
French, Foreign Legion, American
Special Forces, Airborne and Ranger
books, metal figures, ice buckets,
miniature medals, etc. Illustrated
Catalogue £1 refundable on orders over
£5. Mike Lapworth, 109 Reedley Road,
Bristol BS9 1BE.
Commando Bergen complete as new
£1.00 or swap for new Grade 1 SAS/
Para Bergen or WHY. D | Walker, 24
Slate Street, Sheffield, S2 3HA.
Volunteer Regiments of London. A
splendid new set of six coloured
postcards from paintings by Bryan
Fosten illustrating pre-1914 full dress
uniforms of London Regiments. £1.95
per set (including postage) from: The
Pompadour Gallery, Fairview Parade,
Mawney Road, Romford, Essex, RM7
7HH.
Head-dress badges of the British
Army for sale. The John French
Militaria 32 page catalogue contains
referenced details of head-dress badges
from helmet plates to staybrites.
Sections include Cavalry, Regular and
Territorial Infantry, Yeomanry, Volun-
teers, Militia, Arms and Corps. It is
published every two months and costs
£1.00 for latest edition and £3.00 for
six editions, Post free worldwide. John
French Militaria, 27A East Street,
Faversham, Kent, ME13 8AS.
RAMC Sgt Mess dress, height 63",
chest 44, waist 36, inside leg 34. Vgc.
£70. Charles Knott, 8 Church Place,
Fauldhouse, West Lothian, Scotland.
Combat serviceable clothing and
equipment. Boots, webbing, SAS and
Para smocks, DPM Nylonkit, etc. SAE
for list. Robert Waddington, 3 Meadow
Rise, Bewdley, Worcs, DY12 1]JP
(0299) 404376.
French Foreign Legion Militaria.
Genuine French Foreign Legion
uniforms, regimental badges, T Shirts
(velvet relief), insignia, barets, £2 for
list and picture. Sidoni, 89 Gloucester
Street, London SW1.
Weiner aus Wien. Announcing our
1985 anniversary (illustrated) catalogue.
50p (UK), £1 (overseas). ‘Military
Antiques’, 2 Market Street, The Lanes,
Brighton, Sussex, England.
RCT Sgts Mess Dress complete with
golfball shirt, excellent condition. Size
42" chest, waist 34", inside leg 29”.
£80. Mr Marsh, 6 Cerne Close,
Westend, Southampton, SO3 3NG.
Southampton (0703) 466684.

REME No | jacket, 37" chest, trousers
30" waist, 304" leg. £50. Offers. Peter
Chrin, 4 Faraday Close, Gloucester.
Tel: 418799.

Wanted

Writer historian requires photographs,
documents, letters and anedcotes of
para and glider troops 1939-45. D
Moores, 21 Highcroft Ave, Wordsley,
Stourbridge, West Midlands, DY8
5LX. Kingswinford 296494,

Sam Browne brace and frog required
in best possible condition. State price
required in reply. Written offers only
please. Andrew Taylor Knight, Pay
Office, 1 RHF, BFPO 45,

Army trained nurse ‘dustbin lid’ badge
to replace stolen one issued in 1974.
14" diameter, gunmetal with raised
legend. Lcpl Scholes, Med Centre,
ASMT Normandy Bks, Leconfield, Nr
Humbs HU17 7LX.

HMSO publication entitled British
Military Administration of Occupied
Territories in Africa 1941-1947. Also
cloth badge Army Fire Service used
1941/1960. Williams, Berllan, Eirian,
Eglwysbach, Colwyn Bay, Clwyd
LL2820F.

Good cash price paid by private
collector for any type of gas masks
from any country, or any age or any
condition. Mr ] Cooper, Rosemount,
Coast Road, Gwespyr, Nr Holywell,
North Wales. Tel: Prestatyn 2396.
Good cash price paid for all paraitems,
any age. Helmets, equipment, badges,
bayonets, parachute harness and any
more items. Mr ] Cooper, Rosemount,
Coast Road, Gwesryr, Nr Holywell,
North Wales. Tel: Prestatyn 2396.
One white buff leather bayonet frog in
good condition to go with white Dieu
et Mon Droit clasp belt. 24665836 Cfn
Lindsay, LAD REME, att | Gordons,
BFPO 24.

Argentine Falklands souvenirs. Good
prices paid for combat equipment,
clothing, berets, paperwork, insignia,
especially any marked items. SAE. Mr
R Carlton, 11 Firs Ave, Beeston, Notts,
NG9 2Q]J.

Services

Printing. Draw tickets. 2,000 £21 and
£5 per 1,000 after that. Raised ink ‘at
home’ cards 100 with envelope £15.
Cash with order. Alan Martin, Servis-
print, 10 Woodside Gardens, Chine-
ham, Basingstoke, Hants. Tel: 0256
475078.

Now is always the best time to buy
your home. Our unique service will
ensure you have the security of a home
to go to whenever you leave the army.
Werite now to: Exter Property Invest-
ments, Freepost, Exeter, EX1 1AZ.
CPC Resertlement courses. £116 or
Home Study £49.50. Free Forces
Bursaries available. SAE details:
Friendberry Ltd, Stogumber, Taunton,
Somerset, TA4 3TP. Tel: (09846) 310
any time.

Job Hunting? You never get a second
chance to make a first impression so let
experts, specialising in CV’s for service
personnel, professionally prepare your
CV. For details of our confidential
service contact: Impact! 31 Fernham
Road, Faringdon, Oxon. Tel: 0367
20107 anytime.

Direct from glass engraver. Your
regimental badge, rank, name, superbly
engraved on large glass tankard £12.50,
goblet £14.00, spirit decanter sets from
£60.00. Alan Clarke, 120 Ashbourne
Avenue, Aspull, Wigan, Lancs, WN2
1HN. 0942 323197.

Travel Agent. Travel with us from
anywhere to anywhere. Cheapest flights
worldwide (including Cyprus and Hong
Kong). Low prices on all military
destinations. Soldier Travel, 235 Fleet
Road, Fleet, Hants, 02514 24941; 46
Park St, Camberley, Surrey, 0276
681581. .
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DUSSTAMP for eight years the only
stamp club for servicemen worldwide.
Monthly postal auctions and news-
letters. Essential for GB collectors.
Jim Morris, 56 Moss Lane Sale,
Cheshire M33 5AR Tel 061 973 3458.
Custom handmade knives, dirks, Sgian
Dubbhs, Bowies, survival, hunting. Send
£1.00 for brochure and knife list. Peter
Henry & Son, 332 Nine Mile Ride,
Workingham, Berks.

Film to tape. Super 8 Std 8 Film. 135,
110, 126 negatives. Prints and slides
transferred to VHS/BETA video tape.
P Harding, 11 Hare Crescent, Leavers-
den, WD2 7EE. 0923 673775.
Money for many purposes. Mortgages,
personal and business loans. Confi-
dential, independent, fast service.
Admiral Finance, Ref SDR, 1 Baldry
Close, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP8 3RF.
Military CV Services are the only
curriculum vitae organisation which
exclusively prepares CVs for Service
people. 25 years commissioned experi-
ence, plus 8 years in personnel
management with two major inter-
national companies has provided the
ability to fully understand a military
career and to translate it into terms the
employer can recognise and value. No
other CV consortium can claim such
expertise. For details write without
obligation to: Major John Cooper
(Retd), Military CV Services, 12 Water
St, Lincs, PE9 2N]J.

CV Service. Catch the eye of
prospective employers with a profes-
sionally produced CV. For details of
our strictly confidential service contact:
0438 726687 anytime. Lyntone Enter-
prise, 143 Broad Oak Way, Stevenage,
Herts, SG2 8RD.

Personal horoscopes, character and
insight into the future for only £l.
Please send date and time of birth and
large SAE to: Mrs A Goodwitch, 7
Coronation St, Crookhill, Ryton-on-
Tyne, NE40 3EW.

Cars/Caravans

Nomad Luxus 750kg 1982 winterised
4-berth awning German specification,
excellent condition, many extras. £2300
ono. SSGT Johnson, 20 Sgn RCT,
RPK Bks, Albany St, London, NW1
4AL. 01-387 3471.

Mercedes 230E LHD Saloon, Feb
84, burgundy, immaculate, many
extras, low mileage. Retirement forces
reluctant sale. £7,450. UK tax paid.
Webster, HQ Sedist (0252) 24431 Ext
2444, After 20 Dec (0423) 522515.

Holidays

Survival techniques course run by
ex-Forces survival instructors. Six days
outdoor practical training can teach
you to survive without food, water,
shelter or help. One day this course
could save your life. Details from:
The Survivor, 1 Rushton Avenue,
Sunderland, SR2 7TA. 0783 657959.
Plymouth. Comfortable guest home
close to Hoe and all amenities. H& C.
Families welcome. Open all year.
Deva House, 16 Radford Road, West
Hoe, Plymouth, PL1 3BY. Tel: 0752-
662999.

France South, near Cannes. 26ft
luxury 2 bedroom 6 berth mobile
homes, all mod cons, swimming pool,
bar, shop on site. Near sandy beaches.
Resident British Managers. From £75
pw. fully inclusive. For colour
brochrue: Cote d’Azur Holidays, 208
Canterbury Road, Herne Bay, Kent
CT6 5UB. Tel: 0277 372589/372427.

House Letting

Dorset, including Bournemouth,
Poole, New Forest, areas. Long
established bonded specialist letting
agents taking care of your home.
Brochure from: Michael Scott, 745
Christchurch Road, Bournemouth.
Phone (0202) 37321.

Houselets offer a complete letting,
management and investment advice
service for residential property through-
out Devon. Write for details to: House-
lets, 40 Newcourt Road, Topsham,
Exeter EX3 OBT. Tel: (0392) 875720.
The Servicemen'’s Letting and Care-
taking Agency provides a property
management service which is second
to none. Designed by servicemen
specifically for house-owning service-
men in the Surrey/Wiltshire/Hamp-
shire areas. For brochure write or
phone: SLCA Wild Pines, Tekels Way,
Camberley, Surrey. Tel: (0276) 21847.
Also 7 Dando Drive, Marlborough,
Wilts. Tel: Marlborough 54380.

General

Ever wanted a Title? Become a Scottish
Highland Laird for only £10.00.
Souvenir Land Plots now available in
historic highland county of Caithness.
Handsome Land Title-Deed bestowing
the Title ‘Laird’ on owner, A unique
gift. Full details from: S A Survival
(Land), Brothock Bridge, Arbroath,
Angus, Scotland.

SOLDIER SWEATSHIRTS

IDEAL AS A GIFT FOR CHRISTMAS

—te

Theres
something
about a

| sqgmn

Sizes: Small, Medium, Large, Extra Large
Colour: Navy blue overprinted in red
Price £7.50 each.

To order complete coupon below and send to:

SOLDIER Magazine (TS), Ordnance Road, Aldershot,
Hants, GU11 2DU.

Please send me
s Om O L OxXL Sweatshirts at £7.50 each

Cheque/PO value £......... enclosed made payable to
Command Cashier UKLF.

L o o e e e —— i ———— ]

NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS

With effect from 1 January 1986, new classified advertising rates
will be introduced for SOLDIER.

The basic charge will remain at 5p per word, but name and
address will now be charged at the same rate, and there will be a
minimum charge of £1. VAT at 15 per cent must be added to the
cost.

SAY YOU SAW
ITIN

SOLDIER

DISPLAY advertising rates are avail-
able on request. SOLDIER reserves
the right to decline or cancel any
advertisement without explanation,
accepts no responsibility for printing
errors, and accepts no liability or
responsibility for the contents of
advertisements.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

HERDIN G 1. [k s iis busvs o tiesanbicsssom e nbiosiabibms < B Asaa gk saysnss (A vESINITLS 18 AyF4brs shnibns hsavannasnnainshnerana do £URISEES HARARNARY 2 o0 S s oAS conuuraatinys Dikduanasikuniuh nanin
1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10

1 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25

If you need more space, please use sheet of plain paper and attach firmly to this form

VAT AT 15%
TOTAL COST PER INSERTION
X NUMBER OF INSERTIONS

rrevsersrsnnn. WORDS AT 5p

COST: 5p PER WORD, MINIMUM CHARGE £1. VAT AT 15% MUST BE ADDED.
ALL CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS MUST BE PREPAID AND WILL BE INSERTED IN THE FIRST AVAILABLE ISSUE.

wenneenennenss (tO1AI COSE)

Send to: CLASSIFIED ADS, SOLDIER,
ORDNANCE ROAD, ALDERSHOT,
HANTS, GU11 2DU

CHEQUE/PO No
(Made payable to Command Cashier UKLF)
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e S (. M cim-ngJ;'LAGED :» Army Athletic Association :r

A Presem‘for Her bp Gy 1: in association with ':
) :

A Treat for You T ‘: Fleet & Crookham Athletic Club ::
SATIN SILK‘I'BRIE}'b.mal:hlnggancnsuupcn\ic_r I [ [
g T X e ¢ 3rd ARMY HALF MARATHON
HTQ('KI'\(;&._SF'I’.nwchmggarlcr.sﬁpen}!c‘r‘hcu Overseas £4.5U. UK £4.99. " "
T D e e e s | 5% discount on 10 or more | ¢ CHAMPIONSHIPS :
trimmed with glittering Lurex — white only — £13.95. orders. Cheques etc payable 4 W

et to Morrell-Rines Ltd, 61/63 | 8 SRRy RN Mo 1o 3
I"rancoiwI-a;hinns.ZI(Zhurrh1‘1ace‘.‘a‘lanwit.('arli.~.le. Churchflelc_l Road‘ London " RUShmOOI' Arena, Aldel’ShOt "
o l bebot et e M i $ (normal closing date for Army entries January 31) g
{ I {
] ; b
:r Entry forms and details have been :p
‘; circulated by the Army Athletic .:
~ BOSTON TEE SHIRT CO.LTD.» [: Association. 3
b Re¥. 4 )
¢ For additional entry forms send SAE to: ¢
Y n des el ) )
S CIRME oM eI T $ AAA/Pearl Assurance Fleet Half Marathon  §
on machme washable 1: PO Box 1, Fleet, Hants, GU13 9JU 1:
Tee-Shirts. Sweat ‘Lv._ .......... PP A AAAAAAAA S

shirts, Jogging Suits

Sports Shrts and SUPPLYUIME—

Able-LABELS

NAME, ADDRESS, TEL. No. or any
words you need up to 6 Lines
1000 Self Adhesive Labels 19 x 40mm
Black on White gend Black on Gold

£3.25 55 £4.00

... or Phone-Write for Leatlets & Samples

embroidered V neck MINlATuBE MEDAI—S

Sweaters

BY POST SERVICE

® YOU PAY WHEN WE DELIVER'
*COMPLETE MONEY BACK GUARANTET '
©100% MACHINE WASHABLE LS&GC/GSM NI £4.85. War/Defence/

Labels stick to Paper, Cassettes, Glass, Metal

®UP TO 5 COLOUR PRINTING ' S. Atlantic £4.05. Rosette 90p. UN o i siocen e post & pacing
*FAST SERVICE - APPROX 2 WEEKS' Cyprus £5.40. BEM/Coronation/ Silver Able-WOVEN 75 Bisck ca Yo
* MINIMUM ORDER ONLY 10 GARMENTS Jubilee/MSM/MBE £6.00. MM/QMG = m;’a".iﬁ:?.;,ég
*NO ARTWORK OR SCREEN CHARGES' £9.50. Add VAT at 15% + 30p P&P. Wash=Dry Clean. For School, Uniforms etc
i B S bt o Do e Mounting Service for full and minia- Please order in CLEAR BLOCK CAPITALS

*DIRECT SCREEN PRINTING
-NOT TRANSFERS!

with payment TODAY! Delivery 21 days
Steepleprint Ltd - Dept SO - Earls Barton
NORTHAMPTON NN6 OLS - Tel 0604 810781

tures. Send SAE for catalogue.

The Boston Tee Shirt Co. Ltd. to SUPPLYLINE, INGRAM
1 Hennock Road PARADE, ROTHWELL, LEEDS,
I\Ellarsh BEa)E?og ’I&c)i Est. YORKS. L526 ONU. SAY 1 LOVE YOU'
sl IN AVERY
Tel.Exeter (0392) 30994 SPECIAL WAY‘QI
Bookchoice
‘- o hiprsbstzonzor e o e e ) e
saw s (), e You needn't be out of touch Lingere Prkar o, nd Tory s Chossltns
POST COUPON OR PHONE FOR FREF COLOUR BROCHURE with your local bookshop — delivered by us - gift wiapped - o anywhere in
SOL 7 send us your order* for any Send for FREE colour brochure NOW!
MR /MRS /Miss hardback or paperback book

ADDRESS and we will despatch to any-

where in the world.

*Send no money now.

Bookchoice, PO Box 108, Hay- 7 ? Eﬂrmwm

gartlis I;ealh, Sussex RH16 3SJ, OB | estYorkshreBD1 18
ngland.

(capitals please)

— TOP DISCOUNTS -
— OVERSEAS LOANS (,"un

7 - LOW DEPOSIT PAYMENT
— INSURANCE COVER (UK & O/Seas)

Return this coupon marking it Sovereign “FREEPOST”, Larkhill, Salisbury, Wiltshire Tel (0980) 53431/52366,

* NISSAN « FORD * : Name Rank
* VAUXHALL % OPEL * | Address
|
|
|

* TALBOT » PEUGEOT =
* AUSTIN « ROVER = Make/Model Required
* VOLVO BMW Part Exchange Posting Date — |

*IMPORTANT * Tel. No.
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“Make
someone

”

SEND THEM A BEAR!

Just send us £3 and we will send a sman little

yellow
“SOMEONE, SOMEWHERE, THINKS VOU'RE
RATPER CcupoLY"

MILITARY BOOKS — VIDEOS — CASSETTES — INSIGNIA

Apart from the many books and manuals we have to offer on SPECIAL FORCES we
have large stocks of titles on the RHODESIAN and VIETNAM war. Also GERMAN
ARMED FORCES including photo histories of the WAFFEN SS. We also have a wide
selection of INSIGNIA. Plus FRENCH FOREIGN LEGION, SPECIAL FORCES and
VIETNAM. Plus ORIGINAL GERMAN and AMERICAN footage on VIDEQ of the war
on the EASTERN FRONT, DESERT, ARDENNES and the WAFFEN SS in action
also the early THIRD REICH period and VIETNAM. We can also offer a good
|s‘elemion of LEGION and GERMAN marches on cassettee. 50p for large illustrated
Ist.

LANDMARK, 270 BURLINGTON ROAD, NEW MALDEN, SURREY KT3 GNL

CASHS NAMETAPES

Mailed in 28 days after receipt.

3 doz (same name) £5.12
6 doz (same name) £5.70
12 doz (same name) £7.30

Please enclose cheque/PO pay-
able to Boddingtons.

Write name in block letters stating
red/blue/black lettering.
Boddingtons, Doodles, Cannons

THER CUDDL
e <y e} ey Phone 01-49 2505

Lane, Hatfield Broad Oak, Bishop's
Stortford, Herts.

BRITS ON TOUR

] =8

SR

=]

SHAPE
BELGIUM

] T1-sHIRTS E
and
SWEATSHIRTS

EXERCISE
LIONHEART 84 ook

SILK SCREEN E
PRINTED TO YOUR
OWN DESIGN

(min. order 20 shirts)

] * Top Quality Shirts
a +* Fast, Efficient Service E
* Free Proof Garment

* Free Design Service

* UK/Worldwide Delivery

For free information package contact:

15/16 Cambria Bridge Road, Swindon SN1 5LH, Wilts.
Telephone: (0793) 695766

32 pages of colour
catalogues available—send

£1 for our range 4

NINJA SWORD £59.95
CROSSBOWS from £35

o lank ing WEIHRAUCH AIR
crossdbov:s._ RIFLES with FREE
e SILENCER from £75

and airguns

FIRING

BODYGUARD

Spare mag £14 i
£I 69 50 blanks £11 §
Leather sholder harness £30 §

NO LICENCE REQUIRED
Fires and self loads on 8mm blanks, &
12 shot magazine, weight 7Ibs

Buying a new car
and want to sell
your present one’?

Natocars is the secure way to do both.
You need not spend a day without
transport. Out of one car and into the
other. A special price on your new car
and a better part-exchange from
Natocars the UK company the forces
know and trust.

BUY HER >
‘SOMETHING

Satin basques
and waspies — the
sexiest most
feminine way to
dress the woman Y

in your life Send for full details or phone us now.

[ HONEYMOON|, NATOCARS
(Style 318) S OF BRIDGWATER
Semi-opaque Wylds Road, Bridgwater, Somerset, TA6 4DG
virgin white Tel: Bridgwater (0278) 455555 Telex: 46285

To phone from Germany dial 0044-278-455555
S

pasque with

matching briefs

stockings &
garter

£29.50

the seL

_'VISTﬂ

e \\rite or call for
40 page Colour Catalogue
s FREE Tri-Silk Bikini ° Enghsh_mde
send only £2.00 sweat shirts
P. & P. REFUNDABLE @ T-shirts single
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED & mAulti- coloured
Party Plan Agents Required designs
DEPT. @ Embroidered
Lady of Paris > s v 8
SMALLBROOK QUEENSWAY o was et

BIRMINGHAM B5 4HX
Lady of Paris Video Tape £29.95

VISTA SPORTS LTD.
Vista House, 28 High Street, Merstham
Surrey AH1 3EA. Tel: Merstham 5113/4/5/6

Telephone

FIRE DR{AAC@)N] Ld

Dept No. Station Road, Edenbridge, Kent

1034 282 4433

N EW' WATERPROOF COMBAT SUITS
PURPOSE DESIGNED BY EX-PARAS.
BRITISH DPM CAMOUFLAGE OR IN

" OLIVE-GREEN 4 0Z PROOFED NYLON.
: TOP QUALITY ONLY.
SUCCESSFULLY TESTED IN ALL
ADVERSE WEATHER
CONDITIONS IN NORTHERN &
SOUTHERN HEMISPHERES.

The Jacket: Well proportioned cut with
two breast pockets, one of which in- %
corporates a pen or pencil compartment. S
Two larger lower pockets. Each of the
four pockets has rain flap held by inner
press studs, opening front with full length
heavy duty zip (non corrosive) elasti-
cated rear waist and lower draw strings,
sleeves fitted with inner storm cuffs. Col-
lar and elasticated hood attached.

The Trousers: Elasticated waist and two
entry trouser pockets. The complete suit
when packed in the pouch provided mea-
sures 12" x7"x3". The suits are designed
in 3 sizes — Small, Medium and Large.
Guaranteed top quality.

Price: complete suit £38, jacket only
£28, trousers only £12.

12}% discount on orders of 10 and over.
Designed by ex-members of the
Parachute Regiment.

JAMIE WOOD LTD, DEPT SN, CROSS ST, POLEGATE,
SUSSEX. TEL: 03212 3813.
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H.M. FORCES

f OFF LICENCE MANAGEMENT \

EARN UP TO £200 PLUS PW
NO PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE REQUIRED
If you are about to leave the Service shortly, J. T. Davies & Sons

Ltd require couples aged 30/50, (ideally without dependent
children), to manage some of their 80 shops in London and the

Home Counties.

Upon appointment to a branch pay will be approx £165 pw plus
free accommodation, plus commission plus bonus.
Normal working hours approx 10-2 pm and 5-9.30
pm. During training you will be on relief work,
using your own accommodation. A driving licence
and car are essential. Training pay approx £145
(couple) pw plus travel expenses.

Interviews held at Croydon, Surrey.

For an application form write to:

7 Aberdeen Road, Croydon, Surrey CR0 1EQ.

Personnel Manager, J. T. Davies & Sons Ltd,

T INS URANCE |
SERVICES

( MINIMUM ORDER 12 )
Large discounts for quantity

T-Slaylirts
Sweatshirts

Send for free brochure to:-
aleh SPORT & LEISURE PRODUCTS

EMBLEM HOUSE - CHURCH ST HECKMONDWIKE - W.YDRKSHIRE WF16 OLF
TEL 0924 -404566

DRAB

NAME TAPES

(IN SETS OF SIX TAPES)

ANY QUANTITY SUPPLIED
SEND FOR PRICE LIST.

Lancashire Pleating Co. Ltd,
Lees Road,

Kirkby Industrial Estate,
Liverpool L33 7SA.

Phone 051-546 5161/2.

LEAVING THE SERVICE?
How many others will apply for
that ideal job? How few will be
interviewed? How do you get on
the short list?

A professionally prepared CV will

ENGLISH PEWTER GOBLETS
AND ONE-PINT TANKARDS

Engraved badge/crest minimum order 10.
Discount on 20 or over.
Goblets from £5.75. Tankards from £6.40 plus VAT
Post paid on orders over 20
Please send badge with order

R & BINCONLTD
LYDGATE HOUSE, 9 LYDGATE LANE,
SHEFFIELD S10 5FJ
Telephone 0742 685911

improve your chances dramatically.
SPECIALISTS CV PLUS, Dept (S), 90 London
MOTOR - B.F.G. Road, Salisbury, Wilts. Tel: 0722
UK. & LET US 21395.
OVERSEAS GIVE YOU
KIT COVER

T-SHIRTS
SWEATSHIRTS

A
HOUSEHOLD

FREE
LIFE
HOLIDAY QUOTE
HORSE COVER DIARIES - BOOKMATCHES

KEYFOBS' PENS - BADGES
Printed to your own design
GEEJAY PROMOTIONS
286 Stradbroke Grove, Clayhsll,

liford, Essex. IG5 0DQ
Tel. 01-550 4893

Sovereign Insurance Services,
The Packway, Larkhill.
l Nr. Salisbury. Wilts SP4 BPYJ

Tel. 0044-980-53431.

per.ialist brokers in military UK
and export motor sales
new and used cars available

Due to our immense buying power we can offer HUGE
SAVINGS on any make of vehicle from a Mini to
Mercedes obtained both in the UK and Continent.

* Licensed credit brokers
* Part exchanges welcome %

Send today for our brochure or ring:
Ron O'Brien (UK Sales Director)

Make and Model

Investment House, 28 Queens Road
Weybridge, Surrey KT13 9UT
Tel: 0932 58585 (UK)

0044 932 58585 Germany
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NSOURYIVAL AIps
The new 1986 48 page
full colour SURVIVAL
AIDS Catalogue
illustrates and describes
over 400 items of
personal outdoor and
survival equipment
specially suited to the
soldier, and includes
a new specialist
military section.

ALL first class
quality; ALL
guaranteed; ALL you
need for more
effective performance
all year round.

Weatherproof and windproof DPM outer clothing including
the new Ventile jackets and trousérs - warm but smart inner
clothing - sleeping bags, bivi bags and tents - rucksacks
- compasses - torches - tools - knives - water purification and
cooking equipment - and much more.

Now FREE! For the first time you can be sent this unique
Catalogue free of charge — and in addition you will also
receive FREE the quarterly colour magazine ‘Survival News'.
Complete the coupon and mail today.

SURVIVAL AIDS

Survival Aids Limited, Morland, Penrith, Cumbria CA10 3AZ

--------------—-----------------------){

To Survival Aids Limited, Morland, Penrith, Cumbria CA10 3AZ.
Please send me the 1986 Survival Aids Catalogue now and 'Survival
News' quarterly for one year.

NAME

ADDRESS ....

... POSTCODE' .

BLOCK CAPITALS SL
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(e I
TOM McCLEAN gxrura R C
T SHIRTS AND ‘KING OF ROCKALL’ SERVICE scmosty
SWEATSHIRTS Now taking bookings at his self-catering adventure centre. For

only £25 per head per week for 24 soldiers, we offer,
accommodation, electric, boats and canoes, all inclusive.
Plenty of scope for all outdoor activities. Walking, fishing,
canoeing, orienteering etc.
BOOK NOW — Get your soldiers out of camp and into the hills.

Screen printed to your
own design (min order 15)
Write or telephone
FJDESIGN & PROMOTIONS
63 Severn Drive, Upminster,

ties

Essex. Tel: Upminster 27153 For brochure apply: M thar o -
Ardinugh, Loch Nevis, Mallaig, West Scotland. Telephone: 0687 2274 5113/4/5/6 i: High Street
. s:r':.':'n% 3EA J

A MUSICAL HISTORY OF
THE INTELLIGENCE CORPS

Your chance to obtain a copy of this unique
tape, recorded for the Intelligence Corps by
the Chatham band of the Royal Engineers.
Send £5.00 (p&p included) to:

The Corps Secretary, Templer Barracks
Ashford, Kent

CLllB SWEATERS

BRITISH MADE

ELJTE SU2YIVAL

the ultimate choice for the professional soldier. ..
SURVIVAL — MILITARY — SIGNALLING
AND EMERGENCY EQUIPMENT
Over 250 items to choose from

Send large SAE for your free catalogue

ELITE SURVIVAL EQUIPMENT, Land of Green Ginger, Front
Street, Tynemouth, North Tyneside. Tel: 091 591521
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PPPPYINPPVIVEPPT VT VYT PP PYVVPPTSVPPPTVIPPOTIVIF VYA As supplied to regiments, squadrons & ships worldwide.
FULLY INCLUSIVE PRICE LIST - we guarantee the
1685 THE LIGHT INFANTRY 1985 most competitive price.

S PP PP

Specially embroidered with your own design, giving
instant recognition and a real sense of identity.
Choice of ‘Superwash’ Lambswool, Shetland & Acrylic,
Prices from £5.15 each. Quantity discounts available
-we supply from 1 sweater upwards.
» FREE SWEATER VOUCHER.
SWEATSHIRTS & T-SHIRTS CUSTOM PRINTED
Send for free illustrated brochure to:-

oo} SpOrts pept. s
EMBLEM HOUSE - CHURCH ST - HECKMONDWIKE - W.YORKS WF16 OLF - TEL 0924 - 404566

9& XLt 0@
X
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4

4 300 years of history covering

b today’s regiment and the Som LI, DCLI, KOYLI, KSLI and DLI.
:

4

4

4

A 24 paged booklet in colour for £1.25 plus 25p postage.

THE SOMERSET LIGHT INFANTRY (PRINCE ALBERT'S)

Formed as the Earl of Huntingdon's Regiment in 1985.

E Colour print of R Simkin's water colour of four members of
4 the Regiment in 1685.
<

P

4

PP PP PP PPr el

£2 plus 25p postage and packing
from LI Office, 14 Mount Sireel Taunton Somerset TA1 3QE.
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MARCO-POLO,
¥ SURVIVAL

I:I I B  Military Surplus SA-58 George St.

‘J Banbury. Tel. 57450 Dept. S.

SAS SURVIVAL KNIFE
WITH

[ ES

e i e A v ek o ok o ek ok ok o R
&b

POCKETED

¥ KNIFE . ‘HONESTONE'

¥ KIT AS SAS (@ iy AND LEG TIE @ % : 5
!3 6" Blade, 12" OA.

¥ £12.95 Sl WE SUPPLY GURRENT ISSUE "4 W L8

INSIGNIA TO UNIT PRI's, REGT. MUSEUMS AND ASSOCIATIONS
1 - DUE TO INCREASED DEMAND, WE NOW HAVE A MAIL ORDER
SERVICE AVAILABLE

Please send SAE for st 10, $

Ammo Militaria, Admin Office

el e bbb ol @ 10 Paxion Gardens @\ @ -.j@, % TRADE ENQUIRIES
CAMOUFLAGED JACK BOOT * Surgical Type Saw "w"“:i""'g‘u'-‘“ ALS0 WELCOME
KNIFE. Leather sheath with clip back. ¥ Needles/Spear Tips —1 ‘oking GU21 STR
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WINTER ISSUE (No 2)

he only shooting magazine covering: PISTOL o SHOTGUN @ RIFLE @ SURVIVAL & PRACTICAL @ REPLICAS @ KNIVES @ AIRGUNS
Features on PISTOLS: STEYR 9mm/HOLSTERS/PRACTICALTECHNIQUES
ASSAULT RIFLES: VALMET M76/M16A2 —~ SHOTGUN: REVIEWS — MIROKU/WINCHESTER/BERNADELLI/BERETTA/MAROCCHI
CLAY SHOOTING TECHNIQUE/COURSE REVIEW —~ PRACTICAL SHOTGUN: Magazines
PRACTICAL RIFLE: An Introduction
STALKING: An introduction and gun review — GAME SHOOTING — RELOADING — UNUSUAL AUTOMATICPISTOLS
BLACK POWDER/MUZZLE LOADERS ASSOC. — AIRGUNS: HW77 Customised/TRACKER/CHALLENGER/PELLET REVIEW/GUN CARE
BOWS: EXOCET - REPLICAS: M16 Bodyguard review - CLOTHING/AMMO

Competition for a Side-by-Side Shotgun or Beretta 925B (9mm) and 50 runners-upT-shirts
SPECIAL OFFER ON MINI-MAGLITE, EXPLORER, SWEATSHIRTS/CAPS, KNIVES
PLUS + PLUS + PLUS

x . Waterproof
—— compartment holds:
b * Compass
£17.50 * Matches

CAMOUFLAGED WILDERNESS * Fishing Line
SURVIVAL KNIFE + SAS KIT » _ (Nylon Suture)
* Hooks & Weights
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DON'T DELAY - TAKE ONETODAY - FILL IN THE COUPONBELOW
SPECIAL OFFER: H.M. FORCES

To: Guns & Weapons User (Dept HMF), 73/75 Goswell Road, London EC1. Telephone 01-2501943.
| wish to subscribe to Guns & Weapons User and enclose specialoffer payment of £7.80 for four issues (cheques only). Please sendto:
Name . Rank

Addke FIRST 250 Subscribers
....... get afree!! copy of Issue 1
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V4 EPQ&BEEE FOR SOMEONE
YR W BY TEY YW g . SPECIAL
l‘l‘x l‘ l"l“l“ “kl)"l‘l \Z?trhoéilcﬁzﬁozz Srt,ri‘te(rjer;;::l 10 Superior carnations or 25

tion. Freesias fresh from our Nursery

posted to anywhere in the UK for
£5.50. Please forward your per-
sonal message and cheque to:

Send for price list.
Lancashiye Pleating Cc_n Ltd, Lees
Road, Kirkby Industrial Estate, Plaisir d'Amour Nursery

Liverpool L33 7SA. .
Plaisance Road, Guernsey.
Phone 051-546 5161/2. Tel: 0481 64697

Buy from CARFORCE for a superb saving,
RHD and UK specification, type approved cars,
delivery UK or overseas, part exchange facilities,

finance, insurance and all documentation

Visit for finest selection

GOVERNMENT SURPLUS
CLOTHING AND EQUIPMENT

Keen prices — large stocks
62/64 Hampstead Road, London NW1, nr Warren St/Euston

expertly taken care of
With over 10 years experience in supplying most makes
of Tax Free cars to HM Forces this adds up
toa GREAT DEAL.

YOU WILL SAVE MORE THAN JUST THE TAX

Military, Overseas, Diplomatic Sales
4 Havercroft Buildings, Chapel Road
Worthing, West Sussex BN11 1DG UK
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Top-quality fibre-pile clothing 4

Fibre-pile pants £11.95, sleeping bag liners £14.95, jumpers £13.95. -
DPR windproof pile jackets £24.95. ;
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¥ Prices include P&P ¢ All sizes available %
For full details of our complete range of windproof and pile clothing,
price list and sample, send s.a.e. to

Ice Warrior (S), 2 Dove Lane, Workington, Cumbria CA14 4BE
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Gpecial Oceasion = A — COMBAT JACKET
“
IDENTITY LABELS
STSRNeS, Bicndays, Otitistmes sic. ALCONBURY, HUNTINGDON, CAMBS PE17 5HF lin wide khaki labels with your name
Chammnsw & e Specialists to HM Forces, Relations and Retired Personnel E"‘;'ﬁm'dm‘d in black capital letters Yin
containing your own personal message . £ B
1o anywhere n ine UK. only £14.59 Ferry tickets  Up to 25% Forces Concession (L;versca?’ g& 28
el i im . espatc . espatc
2 !Ep“(enégg??szg?zwm . F*tht tickets European and Iong-haul —up to 30% 1-5 (any name) £1.59 each £1.83 each
evenings or weskends 1 ¥ 6-20 (any name)£1.33 each  £1.53 each
B s it SR RO D Coach tickets From your nearest town, via Hull or London to For high quantities please write for details
your personal message fo: Belgium, Germany, Holland and Italy of further discounts.
§ & S CHAMPAGNE SERVICE ; “ ; > Send cheque/PO to Boddingtons, Doodles,
Rail — from anywhere in UK to Continent Company/Battalion/ Cannons Lane, Hatfield Broad Oak,
‘ Regiment low cost ‘visits'arranged. We do not require a depositor ?;ii"‘f;l:"b‘“"fﬂfd- Herts, allowing 28 days
| make cancellation charges. A

Please telephone for information 0480 891435 (4 lines) 08.00-20.00

OFFICE: 11a.Queen St Wellington, Shrops

JEREMY TENNISWOOD [ THE ROYAL

International Specialist Militaria Dealer SOLDIERS’ DAUGHTERS’ SCHOOL
f Firearms Antique and modern, for shooters and collectors
Swords Modern dress and collectors of all types HAMPSTEAD’ LONDON Nwa
: R . i e . e An uninterrupted education for girls between the ages of
= Medals British and Commonwealth, full size and miniature 7 al'ld 18 tO ‘A‘ LeVB' Slal'ldard
Regular lists

Medal Ribbon British, Commonwealth and foreign: listed
possibly Britain's most comprehensive!

Cap Badges and Helmet Plates British and Commonwealth,
military, fire and police. Occasional list

Cloth Insignia LIST. Mostly British, some Commonwealth
SAE or $1.00 Bill US; for reply

28 Gordon Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 IND

Tel: 0252 319791

Be warm while . = A9
Othen Sh.ver Primary education (7 to 11+) given within the school by qualified

Personal Hand & Body Warmers. The Portable heat teachers ¢ Secondary education takes place at selected Local
packs. Hand Warmers last up to 6 Hours. Body Warmers last up to 20 Authority day-schools and colleges ¢ High staff to girl ratio providing
Hours. Ready-to-use, anywhere, excellent care and extra coaching by graduate staff + Wide range of
anytime. Remove sachet from artistic and physical educational activities within the school and
pack, squeeze . . within _ maximum use of London educational, historical and recreational
minutes ll?'itf g 552-' ;?e% i facilities # Ideally situated close to main air, rail and coach termini to
SAct anyone s fasls s colde and from which younger girls are escorted ¢ Excellent boarding

facilities % 95% of fees covered by the Boarding School Allowance.
* Open to daughters of serving and ex-service soldiers and airmen.

For Prospectus and full details write or telephone NOW

The Principal, The Royal Soldiers’ Daughters’ School
65 Rosslyn Hill, Hampstead, London NW3 5UD
R Telephone: 01-794 7708

See sports retailer

or for further details
and mail order contact \ ‘
Mycoal Warm Packs Lid

PO Box 43, London SW10 982 Tel: 01 -352@
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BREAKAWAY
SURVIVAL COURSES

Weekends, five day and advanced
courses are run in the Brecon Beacons
area. Further details contact Mike
Tyler on (0432) 267097 or write 17
Hugh Thomas Ave, Holmer, Hereford
HR4 9RB.

MILITARY BADGES
AND BOOKS

We hold large stocks of

a) Cap badges, helmet plates
waist belt claps, buttons, etc

badge books, etc

Send 75p (stamps ac-
cepted) for our catalogue
Geoff White, 11 Embercourt
Drive. Backwell, Bristol
BS19 3HU.

LAST XMAS ORDERS PLEASE

POSTAL

ROSES

All long stemmed

Proprietor
ex-Serviceman

Posted anywhere in the UK, reds or coloureds, (10) £7.95, (20) £12.95.

Enclose cheque/PO to:

DEPT M, ROSE CENTRE LTD, ST ANDREWS, GUERNSEY

BRITISH ARMY KIT

1958 pattern webbing sets, 8 pieces
grade 1 £28.95. Super grade £39.95.
1958 pattern sleeping bags with
waterproof base £32.50.
DPM MoD waterproof suits. Latest issue
jacket and trousers, in thick, low shine,
low rustle, tough nylon £28.99.
Post £1.50
Send sae for new large list.

JOE'S SURPLUS, ASHGROVE FARM
ARDLEY, BICESTER, 0XON 0X6 9PJ

b) Regimental histories, cam- |
paign histories, Army lists, |

LOANS

£300-£10,000
No deposit required

— UK FORCES WORLDWIDE —
(also ex forces and civilians in UK)
Cars, holidays, home improvements,
boats, furniture, motorbikes, caravans,
motorhomes, school fees, household and
electrical goods, luxuries, repairs
Clear existing loans, HP, credit cards, 1
lower monthly repayment — cash spare.
Special rates for homeowner/buyers.
Loans subject to status. Find out where
you fit in, ring — 0929 423925
[trom W. Germany 0044-929423925)

9 am-9 pm (UK time) 7 days
FORCES FINANCE
(Forces dept. of Norstar Finance)

CERAMIC

PORTRAITS
Have your favourite ‘photo glazed onto
a decorative plate or other ornament;
makes the ideal gift or treasured
possession. Send 17p stamp for full
coloured brochure, Dept SM/1
Churchills, 2 Churchill Road, Guildford,
Surrey GU1 2AX

GET
PROMOTION!

Bags and Holdalls
For brochure and price list contact:

A S PROMOTIONS
Room 32, 555 Lea Bridge Road

NAMEMAKER

WOVEN NAMETAPES
6 DOZEN (MIN QUANTITY)
OF A NAME £3.00

10 DAY DELIVERY
BLUE ON RED LETTERING
ON WHITE RIBBON
GUARANTEED WASHFAST
HIGHEST QUALITY

Please send cheque/postal order

to: Namemaker, 99 Northaw Road

West, Northaw, nr Potters Bar,
Herts. Tel: 0707 54570.

Please write name to be woven in

block capitals and include address.

Money refunded unless completely
satisifed.

Sweatshirts

Complete Design Screen Print
service
The very best personalised printed
arment service from THE HM Forces
pecialists. All prices are inclusive of
Design, Screen, Carriage and (UK Only
VAT . (e.g. UK 10-24 price ONLY,
Supertees £3.60, Sweatshirts £7.00).
With huge discounts for quantity orders
Also Sportswear manufactured/Supplied
Printed in many colours. i.e. Dartshirts

55 Brook Street, Chester

[ T-Shirts

\, Tel: Chester (0244) 311028 J

London E10 7TEQ
Telephone 01-556 4810

183 Streche Aoad, Swanage, Dorset
(Licensed — Office Fair Trading)

T-SHIRTS & SWEATSHIRTS

by interprint

T-Shirts ooubie stitched seams

Sweat Shirts sritish made
Crew, Vee Neck, Hooded /i Jog Suits

Sports Shirts

Other Products Ties, Hats,
Lighters, Stickers, Metal &
Sew-on Fabric Badges, Aprons,
Tea Towels & Tote Bags

FREE DESIGN SERVICE
MINIMUM ORDER-ONLY I2

Please send me your FREE colour brochure
& details of your FREE shirt voucher

Dept s
e mET 047 NO STamp Reqd

Dept S DALE STREET, CRAVEN ARMS, SHROPSHIRE SY7 SNY.
TEL. CRAVEN ARMS (05882) 2703 & 2502

THIS IS THE FABULGUS EUGEOT 05 GTi

the car that Motoring Magazines rave about,
and RIGHT NOW IT'S ON SPECIAL OFFER

from ADVANCED CAR EXPORTS

PLUS
LOWEST PRICES ON TAX-FREE

FORDS & TALBOTS

Delivery through selected Main Dealers in
LONDON, SURREY, HAMPSHIRE & MIDDLESEX
Finance and insurance available
NAAFI ® UK BANK LOANS ® DM LOANS
Post coupon today for full details and FREE colour brochure to:

Advanced Car Exports 15 Ciarence Court,
The Broadway, London NW7 4RP. Telephone 01-906 2978

ADDRESS .............

""" Please describe
.. Part-exchange LS
separately

St . i i s e’
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Title regained in five game fight

WO2 DEREK Collins has won
back his Royal Engineers Open
Squash Championship title in
a fascinating five-game battle
against raw recruit Sapper
Nick Turton at Chatham.
Collins lost his title last year
to his old rival, WO2 Jim Inglis,
now stationed in Hong Kong,
and slotted into the 58-man
championships as the Number
2 seed, but Inglis’s career at
the top was ended by 19-year-

[ GUNNERS’
GLORY

THE GUNNERS have hit the
target again — for the fourth
consecutive year. The Royal
Artillery have won the Inter-
Corps Orienteering champion-
ships held in the New Forest.

The competition has been
competed for annually since 1974
by six-man Corps teams.

This year, 14 teams had entered
the event with the winners turning
in a time of six hours 23 minutes.
The three runers-up were REME
with seven hours 19 minutes, the
Infantry with a time of seven hours
21 minutes and the Sappers witha
timing of seven hours 25 minutes.

Individual gunner glory went
to Lance Bombardier Mick Brett,
of 94 Locating Regt, RA, at
Larkhill who turned in a time over
the 10.6 kms of just 58 minutes
and Staff Sgt Mick Goode from
the same regiment with a clock-in
time of just 59 minutes. Captain
John Dowty, a TA officer with
100 Field Regt RA (Volunteers)
of London returned a time of 60
minutes.

ARMY TRIO
BEAT SWEDES

THREE British Army officers
overturned the form book and
made a bit of local history when
they defeated three strong
Swedish Army teams in the
United Nations Force In
Cyprus (UNFICYP) orien-
teering championship.

The competition was a three leg
relay race between the eight
national contingents making up the
2,500 strong force (including
Swedes, Finns and Danes).

Caprains Richard Croft, Ian
France and Mick Heath ran an
error-free race to romp home 11
minutes clear of the first Swedish
team, _

Croft’s flying first leg deait the
Swedes a blow from which they

never recovered.

50

old Nick Turton, from the
training regiment near Alder-
shot.

In the semi-finals the young
left-hander had a nervous start,
dropped the first game an astoni-
shing 0:9, then was in no danger as
his confidence matched his style
and skill, to take the next three
games against WO2 Inglis.

But, in the final on the glass-back
court Collins was in blistering
form. Turton took the next two

games but he could not match the
experience and superb fitness of
Collins, and at the end of a tough
weekend of squash found Collins
unstoppable.

But the stylish youngster looks
certain to be a future title holder,
and a force in Royal Engineers
squash.

Results: RE Open Champion-
ships: WO2 Derek Collins beat
Sapper Nick Turton 9:6, 9:5, 4:9,

PAUL KOs
THE GERMANS

ARMY boxing history was
made at Bochum when Ser-
geant Paul Davies of the Army
Physical Training Corps won
the heavyweight amateur title
of West Germany, the first
Briton to do so.

Paul was born in Malawi and
his father coached the Malawi
National team, taking them to the
Commonwealth Games in Edin-
burgh, so it’s not surprising that
Paul took up boxing.

He has represented the army
for swimming, water polo, boxing
and rugby. At unit level he has
gained many titles for shot, discus,
hammer and badminton and he is
akeen golfer, playing off a handicap
of nine.

The West German final took
place at Bochum and Paul faced a
bigger man with greater reach,
Godfried Sontgen. The fight went
the full three rounds and was a
hard bruising battle. Paul took the

fight to the German with a
combination of punching to the
head and body and his superior
fitness. Not surprisingly Paul has
had offers to turn professional,
which he has declined.

SHIPPING BEWARE

SEVEN students currently attending Army Staff Course
No 19 successfully crossed the Channel on windsurfers to
gain sponsorship for the RNLI and the Army Benevolent
Fund. The event was organised by Major Martin Masters
RTR.

Bad weather curtailed the first attempt but on the second
Major Tony Carruth RE completed a successful crossing
in six and a half hours, covering 30 miles.

All the other participants completed between four and
20 miles of the crossing in extremely trying northerly winds.

The participants had been training all year for the
crossing. Coastguards at Dover gave considerable
assistance by warning all shipping in the busiest shipping
lane in the world.

Perhaps one of the most worrying moments on the
crossing was when Major Carruth and Wing Commander
David Hawkins (RAFLO) crossed only metres in front of an
ocean-going tug towing two enormous grain barges. The
first recorded attempt to sink part of the EEC grain
mountain!

5:9, 9:3. Semi finals: Turton beat
WO2 Jim Inglis 0:9, 9:6, 9:4, 9:7.
Collins beat LCpl Nigel Hissey
9:0,9:1, 9:0. Plate: LCpl Joe Royle
beat Sergeant Nick Grimshaw 9:5,
9792

Team Championship: 1 and 3
Training Regt beat 26 Regt: Sgt
Barry Hawksford lost to Hissey
2:9, 9:7, 6:9, 4:9; Turton beat
Corporal Gavin Eyre 9:7, 9:6, 3:9,
9:3; Corporal Paul O’Donnell beat
LCpl Steve Lowe 9:4, 9:2, 9:4.

‘66’ TAKE
TROPHIES

THE carpenters were called in
to enlarge the trophy cabinet
at 66 Squadron RCT after the
Tidworth hexathlon! Compe-
ting in six sports against 28
other company-sized teams
from 1 Infantry Brigade and
Tidworth Garrison, 66 Sqn
carried off the winners tro-
phies in football and hockey.
By reaching the semi-finals in
everything except rugby they
became overall winners.

The competition is held annually
in Tidworth, and involved more
than 1,500 players. Some sub-units
had only a handful of men left to
hold the fort, once they had taken
men for volleyball, basketball,
rugby, cross-country, hockey and
football teams.

Champion loses

THE reigning Combined Ser-
vices squash champion, Capt
Robbie Robinson, lost his title
to the RAF No 1, Cpl Dave
Clark, in the Combined Ser-
vices Individual Squash Champ-
ionships at Farnham, Surrey.

Robinson, from JCP RAOC,
Viersen, was strongly tipped to win
for the third year running,
especially as he is the current
British amateur champion. He took
the first two games 9:6, 9:7. In the
third and vital game the airman
from HQ Strike Command, High
Wycombe, desperately kept up
with Robinson, eventually winning
10:8, and then took the next two
games 9:1, 9:1.

ACTION from the Army v New
Zealand Combined Services
rugby match at Aldershot which
the visitors won 37-6. The
Army's points came from two
penalties taken by Capt Clive
Bentley. With only a few
matches remaining of their
month-long tour, the New
Zealanders were unbeaten
when SOLDIER went to press.
(Pictures: Paul Haley).







2, Captain; The DEVONSHIRE REGIMENT 1897

FIRST SERIES to be produced by the Artist:
ALEXANDRA BAKER SGA FRSA

- Beautifully printed in full colour, with the most

- carefully researched and authentic detail, the
illustrations will enable collectors and model-
makers to have accurate information.

Additionally, the Pictures, set in bevel-cut,
chocolate-coloured mounts, size 8” x 6”, either
SINGLY, or in SETS, will make admirable gifts

“and will enhance any wall, be it in the MESS or
at HOME.

EACH MOUNT IS READY TO FRAME.

4, Private: The PRINCE of WALES'S OWN REGIMENT
OF YORKSHIRE 1985 :

SPECIAL DISCOUNT WITH EACH COPY OF |

SOLDIER

MAGAZINE

The prices shown in RED have been specially
negotiated with SOLDIER MAGAZINE, so that
you, as purchaser, can benefit from this generous

discount where it matters most — IN YOUR
POCKET. 5. Gunner: ROYAL ARTILLERY 1776 6. Major: The GLOUCESTERSHIRE REGIMENT 1894

These prices ONLY apply if you enclose the E To: SOLDIER PRINT SOCIETY, 6-8 Marine Place, Worthing, Sussex BN11 3DW
COUPON (or a photocopy) from this edition of | rieasé suppiy: A £ p
SOLDIER MAGAZINE with your order Set/s of 6 Pictures, mounted £5.00
_ 2 as shown. plus 75p p/p
In addition to these new pictures, SOLDIER PRINT Slagle Fictusk, matpred. " 2*5; p”/g
SOCIETY also publish Prints, Posters and Postcards gpl/ £ 6 Pictures (NOT 85p
ol : EERE § ; A Set/s o ictures .
— allin f.ull Fulour i by such well I\Emwn Military availablesingly)as POSTCARDS plils 25p3/0
Artists as:- Chas C Stadden; Lance Cattermole and Enclose CASH with ORDER *Add on extra for post/pack
Christine Bousefield. or CHARGE CREDIT CARD: Total enclosed &
Our illustrated Price List is.available on receipt of ACCESS: VISA: DINERS: AMEX.
30p to cover post/pack UK/BFPO. Overseas send CARD NUMBER ..ot EXDITY date oo
£1.50.
RABIR i indipiimi s e :
We will alwavs o S ick Box if
ed“'fi.alw‘ff.s_!’e T'"mg_,tlo,q"mef""r alstorehe ADDRESS .......oooooooocosesrsronesson. FULL PRICE
production of single or sets of pictures similar to LIST is required.

. add on 30p p/p)

*Post/pack charges apply to UK/BFPO addresses. Overseas, add on £1.50 p/p.

Please alléw up to 28 days for delivery.






