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This is the first of a 
series of features on 
the BritishArmy in the 
Middle East by SOLDIER 
Staff  writer PETER N. 
WOOD and Camera- 
man FRANK TOMPSETT 
who have been visiting 
Cyprus, Aden, East 
Africa and M a l t a  

RORIST HUNT ‘11%‘ i 

soldiers on the tops of ridges, in 
positions where they could domi- 
nate wide areas and inhibit 
terrorist movement. Immediately, 
over the whole of the operational 
area, EOKA had to go to ground 
a n d  stay there.. By day, from 
the mountain tops, from patrols 
and from the air, the area was 
under cnnstant surveillance. At 
night small ambush parties cover- 
ed every path, track and road. 

Within hours the first effects of 
the operation became apparent. 
Into the operations room of 
Brigade headquarters came radio 
messages: a suspect courier 
arrested, finds of ammunition and 

Ieaflets, a village. group l e a k  
caught in an ambush, and two 
mcn carrying arms chased by an 
obeervation group. 

From the brigade‘s tactical 
headquarters, a camp of tents and 
caravans near Xeros on the north- 
em wast of the island, Brigadier 
J .  A. J. Read directed the 1700 
soldiers taking part in the opera- 
tion-men of four Infantry bat- 
talions, a parachute battalion, a 
squadron of the Royal Horse 
Guards and a Royal Army Ser- 
vice Corps transport company. 

Four “Sycamore” . helicopters 
of 284 Squadron, Royal Air 
Force, and four Westland “Whirl- 

winds” of the Joint Experimental 
Helicopter Unit (the latter in their 
first major role since arriving in 
Cyprus recently) carried “path- 
finder” offiars who guided the 
helicopters to t k  small spotting 
groups. Some of t k  positions 
were two hours’ walk from the 
nearest road, but by using heli- 
copters a network of 16 posts was 
established in a’time that did not 
allow terrorists to leave the area. 

Observation posts were sited 
higher than ever before and much 
deewr into the mountains. Heli- 
copters and donkeys helped to 
solve the problem of supplies. The 
3rd Battalion, Grenadier Guards 

In p a ~  opwations cordon-and- 

discovered a hidaout, but gencr- 
ally only by chance or fmm an 1 infonncfs tipoff. Now the Army 
is playing a new gambtha t  of 1 sittin& watching and wai t ing4 
catd-mcusc plan that keeps the 
terrorists gusrsing. The thorwgh I 

but slow cordon-and-h me- I 
thod has@venway to thc thrte- or I 
four-man patrol,. & new technique 
devikd by Major-Gcncral Km- 
nsth D a r l i  Director of Opera- 
tiona in the island. 
“Mare’s Nest,” the Troodos 

I Mght helicoptms puttmg down 

I 

I 
1 operation, opeood V f t l y  with 

I OVER.. . 
I tk 1st &tkdion, Tk Pwachte Regimmt, scow tk -in rmeks and cahtts.  searching 

might hn been phnted. As two men search. ik others c o w  t k m  agtrimt w i b l c  attack. 







S(=OT11;AND9S NOEl=E ARGHEEF:S 

HlCH n i l i t v y l r i t L a r m e d w M ~ ~ d u m ~ h p s h * o  
Idmhb, .IIPlrsol.00dar.oda 8njor-gwleml.s bri@ld*n 
(the llW# & h d t )  C D h d  WbO M W e d p  ud a .rri.aeamnada* is a esp(sie? 

The a n m r  is The Q u e d s  Body Guard for Scotland, The Royal 
Company of A r c w a n d  if you don’t believe it turn to page 1902 
of the Army Gradation List. It is sandwiched between the Military 
Knight8 of Windsor and the warrant for the Victoria Cross. 

The Queen’s Body Guard for Scotland traces its history back 

nearly 300. years. It is 4 ~ )  strong 
and its members are drawn from 
noble Scottish families, the three 
fighting Services and the learned 
professions (Robert Bums and 
Sir Walter Scott were Archers). 
There is always a long waiting 
list, for to belong to the Body 
Guard is a high honour in Scot- 
land. The entry and promotion-of 
o h r s  is by selection and appro- 
val by the Sovereign. 

Robably no other unit has so 
many titled officers. The Captain- 
General is the Earl of Stair, Gold 
Stick for Scotland, and the four’ 
captains are a duke and three 
earls. Of the three lieutenants one 
is an earl and another a lord, and 
of the four ensigns one is a lord 
and two are knights. The 13 
brigadiers number among them 
one duke, three earls, a marqueq 
three lords and four knights. 
Many of the “other ranks? who 
are dll Archers, are retired officers, 
doctors, lawyers and businas men. 

Wearing Border-green uniforms 
and black Kilmarnock bonnets 
ado& with eagles’ feathers, 
and carrying swords and long 
born, the Queen’s Body Guard 
for Scotland is rarely seen on offi- 
cial oaasions and then only when 
the SoVCreign wishes. In 1953 
officers and archers escorted the 
O m  and the Duke of Edinburgh 

In rerent years they have also pro- 
vided bodyguards for the Qwen 
on her visits to Stirling Cad$, . . 
Oban and .Fife. 

The six-foot long-bow, sirnik 
to those used at Agincwr! md 
Crecy, are no museum pi-,: 
every week throughout the @r 
the Royal Company of Archar 
uses them in archery conteats in 
the grounds of Holyroodhwcb. 
and at the Butts, the Company’?, 
100-ft, glasecovered shoot& 
range next to the headquarters at 
Archers’ Hall. Edinburgh. 

The members take their archery 
very seriously, as they should, for 
the Company was founded in 1676 
by an influential body of “noble 

the noble and useful recreation of 
Archery.” During the year they 
take part in 24 contests shot at 
distances up to 200 yards and , 
every three years wmpete against 
The Woodmen of A r k  in a 12- 
man team contest. This contest 
has been held since 1878 and the 
Royal Company of Archers has 
won it 13 times. 

The Company enjoys the ser- 
vim of a resident bow-maker, 
Mr. Charles Dowsen, who has 
beem making bow profcsgionaUy 
for 1 I years. He told SOLDIER , 
that most members own sevcrpl 
long-bows, using one for a season 

men and gentkmen to etrMLrage 

&- 

; , .  

’: 

R a :  A d  mth how? 
urrl m w s  and rhorr 
swerds, fhe Archers VI :,;’ 
i?upceed by an Ensign , : 
af  Edinburgh Cast le.  , 7 

Left.- Archers collect 
.riorr M a g  a Dortec m 
M-. Ifmdrow 
Mrs ihe tr%, the Bu 
rLkb #&e# M s f  WIN. 

Le/: The Rddmio, a gY 
of t h  barbed m m s  In 
the form of a brooch whkh 
was pese#ed to fhe Qrsrn 

years, but some which are. 73 
years old canstill shoot effectively. 

It takes Mr. Dowsen only a day 
to fashion a long-bow (price €14) 
either from yew, which is becorn- 
ing increasingly scarce, or from 
laminated hickory, greenheart or 
lemonwood. Arrow are made of 
pine and Mpodilla (a tropical 
evergreen) with buffalo horn 
wedges and flights of turkey or 
goose feathers and are weighed 
against silver coins. A 35-yard 
butt arrow weighs 4s 6d and a 
180-yard arrow 3s 3d. 

The Royal Company of Archers 
was granted a charter in 1704 by 
Queen Anne who laid.down that 
the members were to be allowed 
to use all public butts and “should 
not be impeded by magistrates or 
other zealous persons.” In return 
the Royal Company was to render 

lishment and rank titles, and 
decreed that all appointments 
should be approved by the 
Sovereign. In 1905 the War office capitulated and included . 1 
the Queen’s Body Guard for 
Scotland in the Army List. It now 
appears only in the Army Grada- 
tion List. 

Archers of the Queen’s Body 
Guard have no equivalent military 
rank-although in World War One 
they claimed to be equal to 
lieufenantcolonels. The Council 
of The Royal Company said there 
was no authority for that assump 
tion and that “the present was not 
a suitable time to raise the 
question.” 

And there for 45 years the 
matter has rested. 

K. J. HANFORD 

annually. to the Queen and her 
sufassors a “Reddendo” (a pair 
of barbed arrows) but “only if  
ked for.” This was the origin of 

Reddendo which has been pre- 5 ted to a Sovereign on I 1  m- 
sions, the last time in 1952, in the 
form of a brogch, to the Queen. 

It was not until 1822 that the 
Royal Company of Archers be- 
came the Sovereign’s Body Guard, 
an honour bestowed by George 
the Fourth ‘when he visited Edin- 
burgh for the first time that year. 
The o&ial title remained The 
Royal Company of Archers; The 
King’s Body Guard for Scotland * 
until 1899 when Queen Victoria 
granted it niilitary status and 
reversed the title. 

In those days each’ officer had 
the suffix “General” appended to 
his rank and for this w o n  the 
War Office refused permission for 
the unit to be included in the 
Army List. But Queen Victoria 
then laid down the present estab- 

b & wkshop of A d e r r ’  Hell, 
Mr. Charles Dowscn s*rprs o long- 
biw from laminated w w d .  A bow 

a d.y to nmhr and costs €14. A kwg PJI and a maag @I is ledd to /a a mw. R&. T. to a national tnanifsgiving service ana tnen giving it a m t  tor a yew. 
GnbcrrJ,-d MC. a l*.crur h fbe Row1 Company. I&II aim. atSt.G,leaCathtdral,Edinbur%. A long-bow generally lasts ten I 



"The CO's coming round, so get rid 
ofall those buckets ofgreasy woter." 

SOLDIER H.UMOUR 

"All right, Smith, let's stort 
walking before we con run, eh?" 

' I  Well, I must soy, you do 
choose a fine time to get your 
finger stuck in the holel" 
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THE FRENCH FLED FROM 
OUTNUMBERED BY NEARLY TUFO TO OFH, W BRITISH 
SOLDIERS PUT THE FRENCH TO FLIQMT AT BARROSA. 
AMONQ THE REOIMENTS CELEBRATINQ TME Hath ANNI- 
VERSARY OF THE BAlTLE THIS MONTH ARE THE ROYAL 
IRISH FUSILIERS WHO, Ae THE 87th, COUQHT MAQNIFI- 
CENTLY TO TURN NEAR DEFEAT 1-0 BRM.LIAmVlGTORY 

ITH wild flies of ‘‘Ek&-8-Bdl@P (ch.r tLc WW), 790 
IrMolaq aelrba*gh.aiql in*- (I, - 
t h r r e F r r r b b a m t i a p l e t k B a t U e o f B m r c a r 5 ~  W 1811, optmea (he eql* of the Frrrh 8th Regi-sd ud 

eamdodyinghaKfar(he87tho . ta~RqnlWpcIIym) .  
The 2nd Battalion of the 87th 

were among Woo British and he had put on the Spsaisll uuolle, 
18,000 Sparush troops holding the took SeviUc in 1810 and marchsd 
island nty of Cadiz against on Cadiz The Spanish Govern- 
14,000 Fm- under General ment appealed to Britain and, 
Victor. Napoleon with most of eager to strike a eo” agalhat 
Europe In his power had turned to their old emmy, Bntmh troop 
Spatn and Portugal for fresh cqn- anwered the call for hdp. 
qupts. HisbrotherJoseph,whom In command at Cad& was 

M . p r - G e r a u l ~ G z a h a m .  
who had served with Sir John 
MoaedConmas. To break the 
ring around wiz he docidcd to 
awui part of his force to land at 
Tuif., 5ornilessoutbcest, and to 
attadctheFrcrtchintherear. To 
s p v e ~ a d b i c k c r i n &  he a- 
to .serve under the Sparush 
Gcmaal I~pena, who was to 
rcvaal himew at Barrosa as one of 
the moat incwcient wmmanden 
in history. 

A XlOO-strong Bntish force, 

including the 87th. saikd from 
Cadiz on 21 February, but rough 
seas pmvented them landin$ at 
Tarifa, so they disembarked at 
Algcciras, 15 miks away, the fol- 
lowing day. Whea L a w  landed 
at Tarifa with 7000 hoops six days 
later Graham and his men were 
thon waiting to march towards 
Cadiz. 

whcre would Lapem attadc? 
From the c8t or alone the coast ,’ 
road? That was General victor’s 
problem. He sent Moo trwps to 
Medina Sidonia, I5 miks inland, 
in CBM the Spaniard should attack 
from the east, but Lapam had 
bungled even before the battle 
began. He told General Zayas, 
commanding the Cadii gartison, 
that he would reach the dcfmcs 
of Cadiz on 3 March. On the 
night of 2 March Zayas put a 
bridge of boats m the Santi 
Rtri river and established a 
bridgehead on the mpinland--but 
Lapena faikd to arrive, and 
Zayas was fond back to the 
island. 

Victor now knew that h p e ~  
would use the coast route, so he 
withdrew his men from Medina 
Sidonia, and from the high land . 
near Barrosa watched the long 
stragglingcolumn matrhingweari- 
ly towards him. Despite ora- 
ham’s protests, Law had in- 
sisted on all-night marches and 
as they approached Barrosa the 
British and Spanish troops mc 
sadly in need of slap and food. 

From the c m t  of Barrosa hill 
on the morning of 5 March, the 
Allied &ea wuld see no Sign of 
the enemy hidden in the dense 
pincwoods. But as they deaaodcd 
towards W i z  the Spanish cavalry 
caught sight of French troops of 
Villattc’s Division, Moo strong, 
fonncd up on a long, narrow 
ridge between the sea and Al- 
mansa Creek at Bermeja. 

Still unaware of Victor’s main 
force, Lapcna sent his three lead- 
ing brigrdcs under Brigsdier- 
Gemn\l Lardirohel to attack 
Villatte and Mce fighting took 
place until Zayas re-laid his 
bridw across the Santi Petri and 
Villatte withdrew. 

The Spanish broke through the 
French lineri and l i e d  up with 
the Cadiz gmiwn and all wcat 
WelluntilLapmaordemIGraham 

THE FAUGHY 
. toevwuateBarroaakiUandjoin c d o n c l B a m p r d ’ s ~ , ~ a -  

Lardizebel in Bmneia. Graham. smsting of ncarly 600 men of the 
95thand the47th(laterTheLnyal 
Regiment), were to skirmish in 
front of wbcatby’s Brigade and 
Brownu’s &$talion w.l to have a 
shnilpr hazsrdous tank in fmat of . . .- 1 -- Dilkes’ Brigade. 

ThetcnglOlsoftBeBrithrh 

naliscd the value 0f.Barmra and 
wanted to hold it in atmngth. His 
protmt bad little dfat on the 
stubborn Spaniard, although hc 
.gkd to kaw on the hill 
Liautenant-Colonel Browne’s 
d battabn of 475 m n  of 
the 9th. 28th and 8M Regiments 
(later The Royal Norfolk, The 
Glouastnshirc and The South 
Laacastrirt lapimats), four Span- 
hb battdiona aad the Spanih 
O V d l Y .  

Rehu3antly Gnbem followed 
the Spani  main body into the 
pillcuood, hi hoops Id by 
Cdoacl Whatky‘s Brigadewhich 
iduded the 87th. the 67th (later 
The Royal Hampshire Regiment) 
andthem. 

Now was the moment for 
Victor to stnke. Leading the 
~ o o p s  of Gansral Rul%ds Divi- 
sion, he clhabsd the rear of 
BonwphiUand #the Spanish 
rcargud towards the sea. Brownc 
retrcnted slowly, sending word to 
Graham for ordaa. The reply 
came in one word, “Fight.” 
Graham turned quiddy and as 

Rul%ds Division on the sunmut 

m full flight and a thud French 
Division ODmmendCd by General 
Levpl close t6 his own flank. 
Lapcna was nowhere in sight. 

Grabam had no choice but to 
counter-attack. He ordered 
w h a t k y ‘ s  to form up at 
the edge of the wood and fi&t 
Levpl, whlk Brigadier- 
Ditkar’ Brigade of Guards and 

mnpankaofthCWth(later  
to 

laL0 the hill. Lislltaant- 

hc left the piassrood he saw 

ofBarrosa,thespeniSq=muud 

artillaywrrcrushadintoaotioa a 
and quidtly p o d  fara fne into 
w s w h n m r .  Bpmud’smsn 
bravely attselrcd the shaken 
FltdUnUlandth@€lf.2UkCkOll 
whsatlcy‘s linc. 

Both British and FFglcb moved ~ b ” :  A k*ig & h h  
foward,theBritishin~aodthe esg& qrd by thr U?A TL 
French in wlumn. Lepdine the emblem *II ndn II*. n*l IW 
French were the two battalions of w m a i w a d h - h f d .  
the 8th Regiment, wbo came on 
at the 87th. At 60 pafes the dtad- 
ly firs of the 87th c a d  the 
whok Fmch front rank to fall 
and into the jumbled mass of dead 
and wounded charged the Irish- 
men, yelling “Faugh-a-BaUagh.” 
It was the fust tims in the Penin- 
sula that the 87th had besn within 
bayonet nrch of the sonny. neiu 
blood was up and they took a 
fearful tdl. the French 8th losing 
mmen,monthanhalf the 
regimeat. 

The 87th were daemuned . to 
cfpana the Bth’s &. Mounted 
on an eight-foot staff. the @ I d i d  
wgper eagk was a symbol of 
Napokon’s poma and at a vast 
pMdein Pari4 in 18t# mguesm- 
tativesofthe sthhad llvom never 
to y i d  it. 

In the bloodiest ofthe 
battle the ensign bsDlm was 
kilkd and the ertgle wes snatched 
fmohishand by S e r m t  Patrick 
Mutnroa. TheFlsrrch,rallied 
by thcir lsimrs, fought daspcratc- 
lyte* the&, but Maasr- 

1 ,  

son hung on grimly. Lcval sent in 
a fmh  battalion, but the charging 
Irishmen. kd by Major Hugh 
Gough (later Field-Marshai Vis- 
count G@) proved too much 
forthemand they turned and ran. 
A battalion had routed an g ~ m y  
three then its sbaagth. 

Mcanwhik Bnauoe had at- 
tacked RulEn’s wkrmn at the 
s u m t  of Burosp and CozltinUed 
the fight until DiW Brigade of 
Guards, who had to scramble 
tbrough a ravme, charged up the 
hill. A R o r f r r a l i g h t ~ n g t h e  
eagny was forced from Barrosa- 
Moo BRtah had beaten 9000 

Fmnch, whik the main body of 
Lapena’s troops did nothing. 
Barrosa, After the the 87th’~ brilliant gallantry victory was at 

recognised by the Riaa Regent 
when prince he of renamed Wales’s Own them Irish The 

Regiment. He’also approved 
their honour, bea& on the Regimental “as a badge colour of 

and appointments, an Eagk with 
a Wreath of Laurel, above the 
Harp, in addition to the arms of 
His Royal Highnas. in com- 
memoration of the distinguished 
gallantry of the 2nd battalion, 
particularly at the Battk of 
Barroaa.” 

Sergeant Masterson was given 
an ensigncy in the Royal York 
Lit Infantry Voluntem for 
c a p e  the eagle. He later 
njoinsd the 87th and served with 

Two months after it had bean 

Dukea of York, Cambridge and 
Gloucester chapel R o d  and In taken 1835 to it was the 

transferred to the Royal Hos- 
pital, chelsta, where, in 1852, a 
thief ripped it from its staff and 
msdc off with it. It has never been 

it to he carrkd at the Duke of 
W e U i i ’ s  funeral latex in 1852, 
and it remaimd at the Royal 
Hospital, Chelsea, until 1947, 
when it was presentd to the 
coloncl of the Regiment, then 
Major-G& Sir Gerald T C ~ P  
ler. It now occupiep pride of 
place in the Regimental Museum, 

K. J. HANPORD 

1st Battalion in India. 

captured, in the Loodon Barroaa before eagk was. the 

found. A replica was made .in time for 
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