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The Toughest Shelters For The World’s Toughest Jobs

Pioneering Aireshelta inflatable buildings have proved themselves in action again and again
with all Britain’s armed forces and civilian emergency services.

The photographs on this page tell their own story with the Airesheltas now deployed all over the world with units as
diverse as the Royal Military Police, the Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers, the Army Air Corps and both the
Royal Air Force and Royal Navy aircraft crash investigation and salvage teams.

The company has now unveiled its revolutionary inflatable Aireshower decontamination unit designed with the
Ambulance Service Association working group on major chemical incidents.

Aireshelta made the world’s largest
inflatable garage which helped to
give the history-making British
Thrust supersonic car team a vital
edge when it smashed both the world
land speed record and sound barrier.

Airesheltas come in any size and
colour, including camouflage,
and are ideal as:

sinstantly-inflated command
and control centres

+highly portable temporary
workshops that can withstand
the world’s harshest weather

With the Army Air Corps in Norway.

*casualty-clearing stations and
temporary field hospitals

*briefing cases, field classrooms and
eye-catching exhibition displays at
public shows

they take a couple of soldiers just
minutes to inflate and deflate

*we also provide super-bright
low-energy lights, Honda
generators and instant Hotcan food

'Flescvzuers test the Aireshower.

The Military Police use Airesheltas as mobile.checkpoimé in Bosnia.

Airesheltas turn the great outdoors ... indoors

QL7 Huddersfield, West Yorkshire, HD3 4TG.
Telephone: (01484) 646559. Fax: (01484) 644450, HON DA

E-mail: Richard@airshel.demon.co.uk

O é «3 Aireshelta Ltd, Jubilee Works, 10 Dale Street, Longwood,

IS0 9002
REGISTERED FIRM |
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Soldiering on:
the solution
to trauma?

ARE WE a nation of softies
for whom the slightest expo-
sure to trauma means a
series of counselling ses-
sions? Or is ours an enlight-
ened society which
appreciates the delicate
human mind might crack
under the stress of conflict?

Men who fought in the
First World War in condi-
tions unimaginable today
(but hinted at in our cover-
age of the 80th anniversary
of the Armistice) may be
divided into three groups:
those who died, those who
lived, and those who sur-
vived but were condemned
to a living hell because their
minds could not cope with
the horror of the trenches.

Our special report (Pages
4-5) carries a psychologist’s
warning that graphic films
such as Saving Private Ryan
may trigger post-traumatic
stress disorders (PTSD) —
sometimes decades after the
event itself. The Ex-Services
Mental Welfare Society
(Combat Stress) has provid-
ed care and support to
65,000 people since 1919,
and its services are still in
demand.

MORE HARM

Yet last month another
psychiatrist was reported in
a national newspaper as
saying trauma counselling
could be doing more harm
than good. Dr Martin Deahl
studied 102 soldiers who
came under fire during the
conflict in Bosnia.

He says soldiers, doctors
and paramedics should be
encouraged to visit mortuar-
ies as part of their training to
help them “become immune
to the sight of death”.

A book (see Page 26)
accompanying a television
series states that no matter
how much counselling has
been given, the problem of
PTSD for the Armed Forces
is actually increasing.

Who do we believe? The
only certainty is that every
person deals with trauma in
a completely different way.




Report: Anthony Stone

GRAPHIC war films such as Saving
Private Ryan can trigger post-traumatic
stress disorder (PTSD) in veterans,
according to a leading clinical psycholo-
gist.

Dr Chris Allen, who works at Stoke
Mandeville Hospital, Buckinghamshire
was prompted to write to a national
newspaper to voice his concerns.

“I am not entirely convinced that the
entertainment and education of the
many is entirely worth the suf-
fering of the few, particularly
when they have already suf-
fered,” he wrote.

Dr Allen has highlighted a
problem which for some veter-
ans is the legacy of half a centu-
ry of repressed feelings.

“There must have been a lot

of soldiers who went through Dr Chris Allen

traumatic events, and presum-
ably most of them got on with their lives
and don’t have delayed trauma reac-
tions,” Dr Allen told Soldier.

“But there are a proportion who are
having reactions a long time after the
events and these are the people I have
been seeing recently.”

The patients Dr Allen refers to are
veterans of the D-Day landings, PoWs
held by the Japanese, and veterans of
the Suez Crisis and Korean War.

Why should these old soldiers start
having problems now, decades after the
events?

“I think what happens is that they had
a coping strategy during their working
life, often keeping very busy, not talking
about it. But it fails them as they get into
old age,” Dr Allen said.

The reasons for this often have to do
with retirement and having

wife’s death. Often, the last time they
experienced death was in the war and
now they are having to experience
and cope with it again.

“What surprises me is how
many people never talk about
their experiences to their part-
ners, or even at reunions,” Dr
Allen said. “I wonder if those
who haven’t coped so well are
the same people who never
discussed it. It may have been
helpful earlier in their life to
have talked abour it
and to have got some
support. It may have
been that they were %
not encouraged to talk %
about their traumatic %
experiences.” %c;

The horrors wit- %
nessed by Dr Allen’s o

gieald BUMES

er. One old soldier had seen the friend
next to him lose an arm and half his
head in battle. The soldier carried his
mate to a first aid station where he died
the next day.

“Sometimes it is fresh for them even
though it’s 40 or 50 years ago because
they have put it aside,” Dr Allen
explained. “Now, for whatever reason,
it’s back and causing difficulties.”

So how can therapy help?

“It gives them an opportunity to talk
about their experiences in a contained
way and for them to realise that this is a
reaction to traumatic events. There are a
proportion of people who react in this
way and they should know they are not
unusual in doing that and that they are
not going mad. That it is a normal reac-
tion to traumatic events.”

more time to think about the
past.

Sometimes PTSD can be
triggered when a partner or
former comrade-in-arms dies.
Suddenly veterans find they are
having nightmares and flash-

backs. f
“It could be caused by 7B
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patients are of a nature %
likely to live with them forev-

the fighting stops

You are
not alone

- VETERANS can turn for help to the
. Ex-Services Mental Welfare Society
. (Combat Stress), the only organisation
specialising in helping men and
women of all ranks suffering from psy-
chiatric disability.

Founded at the end of the First
World War, its work has been going on
ever since, explained Maj (Retd) Colin
Crawford, assistant director (fund-rais-
ing). Combat Stress has provided care
and support to 65,000 people since
1919 and currently has responsibility
for 4,500 casualties of the many cam-
paigns since 1939.

“The original founders thought their
work would be short-lived because
they had just fought
the ‘war to end all
wars’,” Maj Crawford
told Soldier. “We still
have a lot of patients
from the Second World
War and we have
never stopped getting
more in all the years of
so-called peace since P
1945, That includes &

Northern Ireland, the gci: = lcindanhd
Falkland Islands, the Gulf and Bosnia.”

The society has a regional network
of welfare officers throughout the
United Kingdom who visit clients at
home or in hospital. They help with the
presentation of claims and appeals for
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lated friend . . . in which his
friend appeared, sometimes as
he had seen him on the field,

sometimes as one whose limbs
and features had been eaten by leprosy. The

EIGHTY years ago doctors
had not coined the term post-

Enli h‘tened p‘hysmlan wh@

(PTSD). If a soldier presented
the classic symptoms of nightmares, intense

densed extract taken from Rivers’s academ-
feelings of guilt, difficulties relating with

others and preoccupying thoughts, he was
likely to be told he was suffering from shell-
shock. For some unfortunates, their condi-
tion was misdiagnosed as cowardice. They
were shot.

At the start of the First World War the
doctor’s main method of treating shell-
shock depended on encouraging soldiers to
repress the horrific memories of trench war-
fare. Patients were told not to talk about
their experiences, not to read newspapers
and generally to think about something else.
Sometimes this worked. More often than
not it just masked the problem.

However, a few enlightened doctors were
beginning to experiment with more modern
approaches. Foremost among these practi-
tioners was W H R Rivers, a medical officer
at Craiglockhart War Hospital, Scotland. A
fictionalised account of Rivers’s work runs
through Pat Barker’s acclaimed war trilogy
in which the poet Siegfried Sassoon also
appears and is treated at Craiglockhart.

Rivers is credited with a new form of
treatment for battle stress. Here is a con-
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ic paper The Repression of War Experience
delivered to the Royal Society of Medicine
on December 4, 1917.

“This case is that of an officer, whose
burial as the result of a shell explosion had

ANV ANAAAANAAAAL

"The mutilated or leprous officer
of the dream would come nearer
and nearer until the patient sud-
denly awoke pouring with sweat
and in a state of the utmost terror’

AANNAANNAAAAAAAAL

been followed by symptoms pointing to
cerebral concussion. In spite of severe
headache and vomiting, he remained on
duty for two months. He then collapsed
altogether after a very trying experience, in
which he had gone out to seek a fellow offi-
cer and had found his body had been blown
to pieces, with head and limbs lying separat-
ed from the trunk.

“From that time on he had been haunted
at night by the vision of his dead and muti-
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mutilated or leprous officer of the dream
would come nearer and nearer until the
patient awoke in a state of the utmost
terror.

“He dreaded to go to sleep . . .

“The problem was to find some aspect of
the experience which would allow the
patient to dwell upon it in such a way as to
relieve its terrifying character. The aspect to
which I drew his attention was that the man-
gled state of the body of his friend was con-
clusive evidence he had been killed outright
and had been spared any long suffering.

“He brightened at once and said he would
no longer banish thoughts and memories of
his friend from his mind, but would think of
the pain and suffering he had been spared.

“Then came a night in which he dreamt
that he went out to no man’s land and saw
his friend’s mangled body just as in other
dreams, but without the horror that had
previously been present. He woke with none
of the horror and terror of the past, but
weeping gently, feeling only grief for the loss
of a friend.”

@ See Books special Page 26-27

war disablement pensions.

Although psychiatric help is avail-

able in the wider community, Combat
Stress offers a unique service.

“All our welfare officers are retired

Servicemen or women," Maj Crawford
said. “We find that many of older
patients cannot get a young social
worker to understand why events of 50
years ago might still be worrying them
now and they find it easier to relate to
help and advice from someone they
know is an ex-Service person.”

The society's excellent facilities

depend upon charitable donations to
survive. Annual cost of running them
and its three nursing homes is more
than £4,000,000. It has just announ-
ced that its residential home, Kings-
wood Grange, is to close next year to
save money (see Issues, Pages 38-
39).

Combat Stress can be contacted on

0181 543 6333. Cheques should be
made payable to the Ex-Services
Mental Welfare Society and sent to
Broadway House, The Broadway,
Wimbledon SW19 1RL.

- TR
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Troop levels reduced
in Northern Ireland

CONTINUED improvements in the
security situation within Northern Ire-
land have led to further reductions in
force levels.

The latest to return to their mainland
bases are around 400 members of 39
Regiment RA and the 1st Battalion,
The Highlanders. However, the two
units remain under the control of the
General Officer Commanding North-
ern Ireland and could return to the
Province at short notice should cir-
cumstances change.

With approximately 16,000 troops in
the Province, the Army presence is now
at its lowest level since the 1994 cease-
fire, and the Royal Ulster Constabulary
is operating increasingly widely with-
out assistance from routine military

patrols.
South Derry has joined Belfast as an
area in which routine military

patrolling has ceased.
It has also been announced that the
Army’s requirement for bases in

Northern Ireland is being reviewed.

Close order: Admiral Sir Lindsay Bryson, Lord Lieutenant of East Sussex, pauses for
a word with SSgt Karen Bate of the Horsham-based 6th/7th Battalion, The Princess
of Wales’s Royal Regiment as he makes his inspection during the battalion’s Free-
dom parade through Crowborough. PWRR puts a smile on Reg’s face — see Page 67

Army leads Europe’s
observers in Kosovo

FIFTY British soldiers have
flown to Kosovo as part of a
special European mission to
oversee a peaceful settlement
between the Serbs and
Kosovo Albanians.

Ranked from staff sergeant
to lieutenant colonel, they
have been joined by Royal
Navy, Royal Air Force and
Foreign and Commonwealth
Office personnel. The UK
contribution to the Organisation for
Security and Co-Operation in Europe
(OSCE) Verification Mission is being
led by Maj Gen John Drewienkiewicz
who has served in Zagreb and Sarajevo.

Unarmed and in civilian clothes, the
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Maj Gen John
Drewienkiewicz

soldiers are part of a 2,000-
strong force from OSCE
member states. They will
have diplomatic status.

The mission has its HQ in
Pristina, a liaison office in
Belgrade, and members in all
key areas of the country. Its
task is to ensure all parties
comply with the UN Security
Council Resolution intent on
ending hostilities so refugees
can return home without fear. The
mission will act as a high-profile inter-
nal watchdog, overseeing local police,
working on the removal of road-blocks,
assisting in the development of civil
institutions, and supervising elections.

lacas, avants

Uniforms back
on the streets

FOR the first time in decades, Army uniforms
are to be worn routinely on the streets of
Britain in response to the reduced level of ter-
rorist threat. Many soldiers have been told
they no longer have to change into civvies to
travel to and from work or to move around in
predominantly civilian communities.

The relaxation, effective from November 1,
is designed to make it easier for soldiers to
commute . . . and to help recruitment by
giving the Army a higher public profile.

It has been stressed that wearing uniforms
in “places of recreation”, such as pubs and
bars, will not be permitted, and, in any case,
permission for particular units to relax the
dress code will lie with commanding officers.

A ban on uniforms off base was introduced
in the 1970s when it became clear that sol-
diers were being targeted by terrorists.

A S

Scarborough assault
puts loggies to test

ELEMENTS of the Combat Service Support
Group (CSSG (UK)), the Army’s standing force
of logistic and support units, re-enacted a
wartime operation when troops and vehicles
went ashore at Scarborough seafront from two
heavy-lift landing craft.

Unlike 1944, when landing craft operators
were rehearsing for D-Day, 17 Port and Maritime
Regiment RLC invited local people to climb the
ramps and inspect the Army’s little ships.

LOG LEAP

The sea-borne phase came towards the end
of the two week-long mobilisation phase of
Exercise Log Leap 98, which involved the
deployment of 2,000 vehicles and 5,000 Regu-
lar and Territorial Army soldiers across the
North-East of England and East Anglia.

Units converged on the east coast from as
far afield as Belfast. Billed as the largest peace-
time test of Britain’s war-fighting logistic sup-
port capability, Log Leap tested the ability of
units under the command of CSSG (UK) to
mobilise in support of two brigade-sized forces
operating overseas simultaneously.

® THE first production WAH-64 Apache
attack helicopter for the British Army made its
maiden flight at the Boeing plant at Mesa, Ari-
zona on September 25 and was handed over to
the UK prime contractor, GKN Westland. The
30-minute flight was the first by Apache with
Rolls Royce Turbomeca RTM322 engines.

Military detachment
to quit South Georgia

BRITAIN’s military detachment on South Geor-
gia is to be withdrawn in 2000 when an
enhanced permanent British Antarctic Survey
(BAS) team is established on the remote island.
Security for South Georgia and the South
Sandwich Islands, will be provided by the
2,000-strong garrison on the Falkland Islands.

An Argentine presence on the then unde-
fended South Georgia led to the the invasion of
the Falklands and the war of 1982.
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Grenadiers on song. ..

You hum it, Sarge, we'll sing it: LSgt lan Edwards
struts his stuff with three young ladies during a hard-
working, month-long KAPE (Keeping the Army in the
Public Eye) tour by the Grenadier Guards. lan,
dubbed the Singing Guardsman, was one of the star
attractions on the very successful tour, which returned
with the names of more than 800 young men interest-
ed in joining the regiment.

On the day the Grenadiers appeared in Weston-
super-Mare with their vehicles, uniforms, face-paint-
ing, mobile laser range, field kitchen (providing curry,
an ‘“all-in stew” and fish-and-chips), and Corps of
Drums, they were said to have attracted bigger
crowds than the competing Radio 1 Roadshow.

Micaela joins the band

TWENTY-year-old
Micaela Mann
was so impressed
by the Band of the
Royal Corps of
Signals when it
made a concert
tour of her native
Sweden that she
returned to the UK
with the band for a
period of work
experience.
Micaela, who
plays the clarinet,
performed with the
band at several
musical engage-
ments wearing the
dress uniform of
the corps band.
She plans to join
the Swedish Army
band as a con-
script in January [
before  studying —-

architecture at the University of Lunde. The Royal Sig-
nals band performed at the Swedish Army Tattoo
during their visit to Sweden.

lacesMevenits

Polish-speaking Fus Peter Witkowski, left, of the 2nd Battalion, The Royal Reg-
iment of Fusiliers, learns about the finer points of a machine-gun mounted on a
T-72 main battle tank from a soldier of the 6th Polish Tank Brigade during Ulan
Eagle 98. Fus Witkowski, whose parents are Polish, comes from Birmingham

Local bakery uses its

THE long hours and fresh air on
Drawsko Pomorskie training area
gave British soldiers taking part in
Ulan Eagle hearty appetites.

During the three-week exercise
4,500 troops munched their way
through 2,000 fresh loaves a day. As
soldiers sweltered in the autumn
sunshine, a bakery in the nearby
town of Zlocienec was also feeling
the heat as its ovens went into over-
drive. The bakery, which has 33
staff, delivered five truck-loads of
bread to the exercise area every day.

“Providing fresh food for the sol-

oaf to get up-to-date

diers wherever possible is vital,” said
SSgt Gareth David of the Local
Resources Team, part of 6 Supply
Company RLC. “Where we can, we
buy local produce.We first used this
bakery during Ulan Eagle 1996 and
the staff has risen to the occasion.

“The contract is worth about
6,000 Zlotis (£1,000) a week and
they tell us they’ve used the money
to modernise, so if anything the ser-
vice is better than ever.

“Buying locally is one way for us to
put something back into the com-
munity in which we are exercising.”

THE Tri-Service Equal Opportunities
Training Centre, the first of its kind in
Europe, was opened by Armed Forces
Minister Doug Henderson at the Royal
Military College of Science, Shrivenham.
It will contribute to increased understand-
ing and awareness of equal opportunities
policies among Service and civilian staff.

® Ten soldiers from the 1st Battalion,

Welsh Guards joined 500 troops from 26
nations on the ten-day Exercise Co-oper-
ative Best Effort 98 at Krivolak training
area in Macedonia. It was the biggest
NATO peace-keeping exercise so far in
the former Yugoslav republic, which
shares borders with Albania and Kosovo.

@ Soldiers from the Colchester-based
1st Battalion, The Royal Scots played
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Paras,
in big jump

FOR the first time since the Arnhem
campaign in 1944, British and Polish
forces have taken part in a mass para-
chute jump. It marked the start of the
third Ulan Eagle exercise in Poland.
Nearly 900 British and Polish
paratroopers took part in the air-
borne insertion. First to land were
200 troops from 5 Airborne Brigade
and the Polish Airborne Assault Bat-
talion who parachuted from an RAF
Hercules aircraft on to the wvast
Drawsko Pomorskie training area.

Poles

mand of Lt Col Gary Cass, CO 2
RRF. “We are delighted and hon-
oured to be working with a Polish
unit,” he said. “Our Warriors and
their T-72s are completely different
and we are all looking forward to
exchanging ideas.”

Ulan Eagle 98 was a 4th Armoured
Brigade exercise involving more than
5,000 personnel, 500 armoured
vehicles and 750 wheeled vehicles.
The Queen’s Royal Lancers battle
group, equipped with Challenger,

Minutes later they
were joined by more
paras as Hercules fol-
lowed Hercules down
the long landing
strip, each remaining
on the ground for
only a few seconds.
By the end of the

complex operation | Army Padre C°|e_ Maynard to keep things moving.
the Lead Parachute | atthespotdeep inthe W02  Grenville |
Battle Group, with all forest wher_e he died. A Horsley, RLC move-

: i : forest service was also : = :

its heavy equipment, ments officer, said

@ During Ulan Eagle, sol-
diers from the 1st Battal-
ion, The Royal Highland
Fusiliers paid tribute to a
colleague, Fus Jason Glas-
gow, who was killed while
on Exercise Prairie Eagle in
Poland in May. They took
part in a service led by

held for Lt James Connolly
of 32 Engineer Regiment,
who died in a separate
accident on Prairie Eagle.

was shipped from the
German port of
Emden to Stettin in
Poland. The bulk of
vehicles arrived over-
land in 30 convoys,
with 111 Provost
Coy from Hohne
patrolling the route

every effort was made
to avoid busy roads
and peak times.

including 105mm
light guns, had been
inserted in just 24
minutes.

History was also made on the
training area when, for the first time,
a British armoured infantry battalion
and a Polish tank company worked
side-by-side. A unit of the Polish 6th
Tank Brigade, equipped with T-72s,
linked up with the 2nd Battalion,
The Royal Regiment of Fusliers with
their Warriors to provide “opposing
forces” for the three-week exercise.

For almost 50 years the armies of
the Warsaw Pact faced NATO troops
across the Iron Curtain. Poland is
now poised to join NATO and, for
the first time since the Second World
War, Polish tanks and British
armoured vehicles trained together.

Polish T-72s were under the com-

“The convoys are
travelling on public roads, so safety,
not speed, is what matters,” he
explained. “We deliberately build
staging posts into the itinerary, with
enforced rest stops and a chance for
hot meals.”

Many troops travelled to the area
by train. When they stopped for a
meal just inside the German border
they found the buffet cars were from
the former British Military Trains
which used to operate between West
and East Germany before the Berlin
Wall came down.

Convoys carrying thousands of
tons of fuel, food and spares contin-
ued to make their way east to keep
the brigade on the move and firing.

host to the French Picardy Regiment for
ten days of military training and sport.
The regiments fought together in the 17th
century after Charles 1 formed the Royal
Scots to fight for Louis XIII.

@ Lt Fiona Stewart, the first female
cadet to win the Sword of Honour at the
Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst, was
a guest of honour at the 43rd Women of

=

the Year lunch, attended by the Duchess
of Kent. Lt Stewart is currently attending
a troop commanders’ course at the Royal
School of Signals at Blandford.

@ Bugle calls of the Last Post and
Reveille form part of a special sequence
added to the Royal British Legion’s web
site to encourage a two-minute silence

on the internet at 11am on November 11.
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Honoured: Capt John Young holds the sword as
Armed Forces Minister Doug Henderson congrat-
ulates the staff and inmates at MCTC Colchester

Sword of peace
given to MCTC

STAFF and inmates at the Military Corrective
Training Centre (MCTC) in Colchester have been
awarded a special tri-Service Wilkinson Sword of
Peace for their charitable and community work.

The award, given annually to the tri-Service
unit judged to have done most to foster good
relations between military and civilian communi-
ties, recognises the value of a number of projects
carried out by men and women from the MCTC
during 1997.

The military prison’s commandant, Lt Col
Julian Crowe, received the silver-and-gilt sword
on behalf of the 130 tri-Service and civilian MoD
staff and approximately 200 detainees, from
Armed Forces Minister Doug Henderson. The
Minister said their work had received “the recog-
nition it deserves”.

Mr Henderson told Soldier that while the
MCTC’s priority must always be to bring soldiers
back to the mainstream of military life, their con-
tribution to the local community was important.
He said: “The Armed Forces are servants of the
community and that has been demonstrated.”

Although most of the projects for which the
military prison was honoured took place during
1997, the MCTC’s 50th anniversary year, the good
works have continued throughout 1998. They
include clearing up fire damage at a local school,
regular help at a hospice and fund-raising for
SSAFA Forces Help and Children in Need.

Wilkinson Swords of Peace have been present-
ed since 1966, but in 1994 a “special” sword was
introduced enabling the work of the increasing
number of tri-Service units to be recognised.

® The 1997 Wilkinson Sword of Peace , awarded
to the Household Cavalry for humanitarian work in
Bosnia, was being presented by the Queen to the
regiment at Windsor on October 26.
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A dozen youth teams from around the country tested their mental and physical

skills at Sir John Moore Barracks, Winchester, in the national finals of the Silver
Eagles competition, an Army-sponsored event for boys’ clubs. Activities, includ-
ing orienteering, an assault course and command tasks, are designed to develop
teamwork and individual skills. Picture with Leamington, the winners, are Brig
Andy Craig, left, who presented the trophies, and Capt Sean McEvoy, right, OC of
the Royal Green Jackets regimental recruiting team, who co-ordinated the event

Award for cyber surgeons

ARMY surgeons at the cutting edge
of computer technology have been
recognised for their pioneering use of
the internet.

The “Telemedicine Team” from
the Royal Hospital Haslar has been
awarded a medal by the British Com-
puter Society and short-listed for its
top award for use of cyber technology
to diagnose illness among Service-
men and women deployed over-seas.

Using high-resolution digital cam-
eras, modems and lap- or desk-top
computers, Haslar’s team of special-
ists have been able to carry out virtu-
al examinations and advise medical
teams in Bosnia, Gibraltar, the Falk-
lands and South Georgia.

They have also used the technology
to help sailor-patients on board HM
ships Invincible and Cardiff while the
vessels were on global patrols.

New era for training at Sennelager

A foundation stone has been laid for
one of the Army’s more expensive
buildings to house the Combined
Arms Tactical Trainer in Normandy
Barracks at Sennelager, Germany.
The £10 million building will make
it possible to train battle groups in

combined arms tactics, drills and pro-
cedures in a realistically simulated
combat environment.

The building will include a gas-
driven power station which can pro-
vide power to the remainder of the
barracks when the trainer is not in use.

What the
papers say

1 The system of pet passports and microchips
designed to replace the current six months in quar-
antine will not be implemented until the year 2001 at
the earliest. — Express

3 A British Army football from the Battle of the
Somme in 1916 has been found in France on a rub-
bish dump near Mailly-Maillet, a village where
troops were billeted just behind the front line. —
Daily Telegraph

- New “stealth clothing” which makes soldiers
almost invisible to the human eye, noiseless, and
even odourless to avoid detection by dogs, is being
tested by the Royal Marines. — Sunday Telegraph

d All the English county regiments will be
merged and 170 bases closed in the MoD's revised
plans for the Territorial Army. — Sunday Telegraph

1 The Army is to scrap long-range artillery and
replace its big guns with high-technology rockets
and missiles. — Sunday Times

4 Porton Down, the former biological and chem-
ical weapon research station in Wiltshire, has been
developing futuristic uniforms for the battlefield . . .
and discovered a process for making any fabric
almost impervious to stains. — Sunday Times

Officer cadet rescuers
commended by police

THREE officer cadets who saved people strand-
ed when the Avon burst its banks at Welford-on-
Avon near Stafford at Easter have received
commendations from Warwickshire’s Chief
Constable.

OCdts Peter Beaumont, Barry John and
Nicholas Lilley were on their way home from the
Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst for Easter
when they became involved in rescuing people
trapped in caravans near the pub in which they
were taking refuge.

In total darkness, and roped together, they
took turns to wade through very cold and fast-
flowing water, rescuing nine people over a period
of several hours.

-

~

SOLDIERS of the 3rd Battalion, The Prince of
Wales's Own Regiment of Yorkshire received
new Colours from Fd Marshal Lord Inge at
Imphal Barracks. The parade was command-
ed by Lt Col Duncan Barley, CO 3 PWO.

® Ten part-time soldiers from Cambridge-
based 254 Field Ambulance (Volunteers) won
the Army Services Territorial Army patrol com-
petition at Longmoor Camp in Hampshire.
Belfast-based 204 (NI) Hospital (V) were run-
ners-up for the second year running and

received the AMS (TA) Challenge Shield for
military excellence.

@ A tri-Service team from the Brize Norton-
based Joint Air Transport Evaluation Unit,
supported by an RAF Chinook helicopter, flew
in four 4-tonne sections for a new footbridge
over the River Irthing at Willowford, Cumbria.

® Sappers from 118 (Tees) Field Squadron
RE (V) built a 40-metre footbridge across the
River Whiteadder near its junction with the

Tweed at Berwick during their annual two-
week camp. Construction of the 24-tonne,
single-span steel girder bridge was carried out
under the Military Aid to the Civil Community
programme and funded by Berwick Borough
Council.

@® WO2 Richard Buttigieg of The Gibraltar
Regiment has received a Commander British
Forces commendation for his “prompt and
expert” actions when a civilian was seriously
injured in an accident at Devil's Tower Camp,J
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‘You see why you should walk
lightly if you ever go to Ypres, the
very stones of which are
memorials to men who perished
on the Field of Honour’— J M
Halley, 62nd Field Coy RE

Report: Karen Moseley
Pictures: Mike Weston

EVERY night in the Belgian town of
Ypres, a simple and moving ceremony

" commemorates the tens of thousands of
British and Commonwealth soldiers who
died on the fields of Flanders.

As the clock on the magnificent Cloth
Hall tower strikes eight, the traffic around
the massive Menin Gate memorial is
stopped and the Last Post is played under
the arch by members of the Belgian Vol-
unteer Fire Service. The ceremony is per-
formed regardless of weather, date or
whether there is anyone to watch.

On the 80th anniversary of the
Armistice, November 11, the ceremony
will be attended by the Queen and the
King of Belgium.

The Menin Gate is the memorial to the
soldiers of the British Empire who fell in
the Ypres Salient section of the Western
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Front. On its panels are recorded the
54,900 names of men who disappeared
without trace beneath the mud or were
buried as unknown soldiers. The inscrip-
tion reads:

“Here are recorded the names of officers
and men who fell in the Ypres Salient but to
whom the fortune of war denied the known
and honoured burial given to their comrades
in death.”

Of the ten million men who died in the
Great War, more than half a million died
or disappeared on theYpres Salient alone.

Albert Verkouter is one of eight buglers
in the Belgian Fire Service and has been
playing the Last Post at the memorial for
35 years. He has just been presented with
an MBE by the British ambassador in
Brussels for his services, not just as a
bugler, but also as head gardener for the
Commonwealth War Graves Commis-
sion, looking after the cemeteries at Pass-
chendaele and Poelkapelle.

“When you see the names of 55,000
people missing you realise that someone

@ Turn to next page
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Death of a city: The famous Cloth Hall of Ypres resembled broken teeth

Reduced e rupple

® From Page 13
must remember them,” he explained. “It
is the tradition of this town and people
here think it is important. There is always
someone who comes and watches, even
when it is minus four or five degrees.
People are grateful for what they did.”

Known to many old soldiers as
“Wipers”, the town of Ypres became a
terrible and costly symbol of the Allies’
fight against the Germans. The word
“salient™ is a military term for a bulge in
the front line, and in 1914 the bulge con-
cerned was caused by Ypres. Whole bat-
talions were virtually annihilated defend-
ing the city which was systematically
pummelled by artillery. By the end of the
First Battle of Ypres — there were four
major battles alto-
gether — more than
50,000 casualties had
been sustained by the
British.

It was decided that
the town should be
held as a symbol and
also so that the sol-
diers who died at the
beginning of the war
should not have lost
their lives in vain.

So  began the
appalling carnage to
win a piece of ground
which stretched to the village of Passchen-
daele, a few miles from Ypres. It was esti-
mated that a man died for every inch the
Allies advanced. It took them 100 days to
reach Passchendaele and only three days
to lose everything they had gained.

Relentless shelling changed the land-

Risen from the ashes: The Cloth Hall
restored and now used as a museum

scape beyond recognition. A British sol-
dier wrote at the time: “There. is not a sign
of life of any sort. Not a bird, not even a rat or
a blade of grass. Nature is as dead as those
soldiers whose bodies remained where they
had fallen the previous autumn. Death was
written large everywhere.

“Where there had been farms there was not
a stick or stone to show. The earth had been
churned and rechurned. It was simply a soft
sloppy mess into which you sank to the neck if
you shipped from the duckboard tracks. Shell
hole cut across shell hole. Pits of earth, like
simmering fat, brimful of water and shimy
mud, mile after mile as far as the eye can see.

“It is not possible to set down the things
that could be written of the Salient. They
would haunt your dreams.”

Ypres (now known
by its Flemish name of
Ieper) was reduced to
a pile of rubble no
higher than a man’s
chest, with the famous
Medieval Cloth Hall
resembling a few
broken teeth on the
stark landscape. It was
said that a soldier sit-
ting on a horse could
see through the town
from one side to the
other.

So many British
men died in defence of “Wipers” that it
assumed a special significance for Britain.
Much time was taken deciding how to fix
the sacrifice in the minds of future gener-
ations.

Winston Churchill, then War Minister,
said: “I should like us to acquire the whole

SARAJEVO. The name of this ancient
city is enough to conjure memories and
feelings in many soldiers today.

It was the site of the 1984 Winter
Olympics, but more significantly became
the focus of Serbia’s relentless siege
against the Bosnian Muslims during the
recent civil war, British gunners defended
the city from Mount Igman when NATO
decided the time had come to show its
teeth, and no one who served there in its
worst days will ever forget “Sniper Alley”.

Now the headquarters of NATQO’s Sta-
bilisation Force, the city still bears the
scars of street-fighting and bombard-
ment. But if troops who have served in
Bosnia think that the area’s problems
began in the early 1990s they are much
mistaken. Sarajevo was the birth-place of
the First World War.

In 1914 tensions were at fever pitch in
Europe between the great imperial
powers of Germany, the Austro-Hungari-
an Empire, Russia and France. It needed
only an incident at the wrong place and
time to start a full-scale war.

That incident happened in Sarajevo. A
shot fired by a young Serb student, Gauri-
lo Princip, killed Archduke Ferdinand of
Austria and reverberated around the
world, sparking off the bloodiest war in
history. So great was the scale of the

Saraj

ruins of Ypres . . . A more sacred place for
the British does not exist in the whole
world.”

The Imperial War Graves Commission,
of which Rudyard Kipling was a member,
finally appointed Sir Reginald Blomfield
to design a memorial to the fallen. He
chose the site of the old gate through
which so many British soldiers had passed
on their way to the front, and was known
by Tommy as “the Gap”. It led to the infa-
mous Menin Road along which was situ-
ated the dreaded Hellfire Corner.

The vast triumphal arch in the Roman
style weighs 20,000 tons, is 135ft long,
104ft wide and 80ft high. Despite its size
the gate was found to be too small to bear
all the names of those who had no grave
and 35,000 extra names were engraved at
the Tyne Cot cemetery near Passchen-
daele. A proud British lion, which lies on
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Sarajevo today: Princip Bridge, where a student fired the shot which started the Great War

slaughter that hardly a family in Britain
was not in mourning for a husband, father
or son.

More than 900,000 British men
marched to their deaths in a series of bat-
tles etched forever on the Colours of our
modern regiments: Mons and the Marne,
Cambrai and the Somme, Amiens and
Armentieres, Ypres, St Julien, Arras,
Messines, Bapaume, Loos, Passchen-
daele, Pilchem and Poelcappelle, to name
a few.

But of course the battles were not con-
fined to the fields of Flanders. It became a
“world war” because the imperial states

carried the fighting to their colonies,
notably Africa. Other countries which
had, in reality, nothing to do with the con-
flict, such as Turkey, were bribed or forced
to take sides. The war became more global
when, finally in 1917, America entered
the battlefield.

It was expected to be a short war — six
months at the most — and young men
flocked to join up in case they missed the
action. Despite whole armies being
destroyed during the first year there was
enough “cannon fodder” left to replace
them.

Compared with the huge distances mis-

siles and bombs can travel today, the great
land battles of the First World War were
fought over remarkably narrow strips of
land. In the west, parts of the front did not
move a yard throughout four years of
fighting and, because of the range of
artillery on both sides, was never wider
than ten miles at any one time.

All the fighting on the Eastern Front
took place in a belt 100 miles wide north
and south of the Carpathians or on the
crests of the Caucasus. Gallipoli, where
the British and French armies were
defeated by the Turks, was fought on a
“pocket handkerchief” battlefield. The
Italian front, which opened up in 1915,
was confined to a few peaks in the Tyrol
and Julian Alps.

A generation was lost in what was sup-
posed to be the war to end all wars.

France suffered grieviously: 1.4 million
young men dead. The Russians even
more: 1.7 million, or thereabouts, never
returned. Germany’s dead were put at 1.8
million, the Austro-Hungarian Empire
losses at 1.2 million.

Historians believe the First World War
cost the lives of ten million people
between 1914 and 1918.

Surprisingly, an estimated 4,000
British veterans of the conflict are still
believed to be alive.

But for a modern generation distanced
by time from the wholesale grief of those
terrible years, small reminders come in
the form of poppies which are worn in the
first two weeks of November, and the
recently reinstated two-minute national
silence at the 11th hour on the 11th day of
the 11th month.
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top of the gate gazing down the Menin
Road, was designed to be “a symbol of the
latent strength and heroism of our race”,

according to Blomfield’s memoirs.

Today it is still a place of pilgrimage for
relatives of those who died in the Great
War. Nearly every evening, in a small cer-
emony just before the Last Post, represen-
tatives from veterans’ associations present
a wreath and say the poem of remem-

brance.

Ken Fielding, the county chairman of
the North Staffordshire branch of the
Royal British Legion, has visited the

Menin Gate a dozen times.

“There is still a lot of pride in our histo-
ry,” he said. “It seems to me there seems
to be a reawakening of it recently, and we
have noticed it in our poppy appeal, with
an increasing number of young people

wearing them.
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“I’m proud to be here. I fought in the
Second World War, where, like the first,
there was muck and bullets and death. It
seems right we should stop here and pay

our respects.”

The people of Ypres also feel it is right
the men who made the ultimate sacrifice
should never be forgotten. They have
rebuilt their town in the same style as it
was before it was razed to the ground, but

made the Menin Gate very welcome.

Piet Chielens, the provincial co-ordina-
tor for the museum in Ypres, In Flanders
Fields, said he thought it would be very

unwise for people to forget.

“There are a lot of lessons to be learnt
from it,” he explained. “There is a lot of
public interest. Before it was “We’ll ask
Grandad’. Well, Grandad has gone now. I
feel the repetition of live music and the
human gesture every night makes the

monument come alive. Every night at 6
o’clock it’s as if the names have just been
added, and I would hate it if it were to

stop.

“It is such an important part of the
fabric of the town, and I don’t think it will

ever go away.

“Occasionally the ceremony becomes
more elaborate, but I think it is important
it should be kept simple. Some of the most
moving ceremonies are in the middle of
winter, in the pouring rain with just two

figures in cloaks playing the Last Post.”

The Menin Gate stands as a monu-
ment to bravery, freedom and gratitude.
When, during the Second World War, the
town was liberated by soldiers of the
Polish Armoured Division on September
6, 1944, their arrival was celebrated by
repeatedly sounding the Last Post under

the Menin Gate.




Museum focus

Report: Graham Bound

IF YOU want to get a flavour — and a
bitter one at that — of the way of life and
death on the Western Front during the
First World War, make your way to Bov-
ington.

This month, the curators of the
nation’s greatest collection of armoured
fighting vehicles opened an elaborate
and remarkably realistic recreation of
British and German defensive systems;
a maze of trenches, tunnels and evoca-
tive panoramas takes visitors into what

theme park designers
might call “the trench
experience”.

This attempt to repro-
duce the more tolerable
aspects of a typical
Tommy’s journey to hell
begins in an upbeat
recruiting office. The
burly effigy of a recruiting
sergeant comes to life as
you approach, gquerying
(half-heartedly, as they
probably did) whether you
are really 18 and old enough to fight.
The path continues past wounded men
being evacuated from the front, the first
glimpse young Tommy might have had
of the Western Front’s mincing
machine.

A little further on in a British trench a
soldier, deafened by shell-fire and his
spirit gone, huddles in a funk-hole, risk-
ing a bullet from his own side but still
ignoring the exhortation to go over the
top. Fat rats feed near his feet.

The climax of the exhibition is in a
German trench (notably better-built
than those of the British) over which
one of the original stalemate-breakers, a
Mk II tank, rears crazily, apparently
blasting and crushing the enemy into
submission.

The danger of such an exhibition is

The Tank Museum to
in Bovington,
Dorset, has
opened a
remarkable new
exhibition about
trench warfare on
the Western Front
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Over the top, main picture: British sol-
diers leave their trench in the Tank

Museum’s new exhibition

The stalemate-breaker, inset. A Mk Il tank
poised to crush a German trench

that it will either fail to adequately por-
tray the horror or do it so vividly that
visitors will be disturbed by the experi-
ence. The designers seem
have walked this
tightrope reasonably well:
the exhibition is not fun,
but neither is it horror.

As always when one
peers into the history of
the FirstWorld War it is the
personal tragedies which
linger in the mind. Into
this category falls a display
of photos and documents.
There are copies of two
letters written to a mother.
A loyal and idealistic son and soldier,
Pte Arthur Morrow, writes to her in an
undated letter: “Don’t be down-hearted
and think that I am fighting for your lib-
erty and freedom. I am not afraid to go.”

The second came from a Casualty
Clearing Station and was written some
time later by the matron: “Your son was
sent down to this hospital this after-
noon, very badly wounded. He passed
away a short time after he was admitted,
he was quite unconscious. We found a
letter in his pocket with this address. He
also had a testament in his pocket which
you had given him.”

The Tank Museum, more used to
dealing with the cold, hard technology
of armoured vehicles, does well to let

“human frailty, suffering and compas-

sion emerge from its new exhibition.

Picture:
Tank Museum

Picture: Silver Knight Exhibitions Lid.
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Waiting for the whistle

Report: Anthony Stone
Picture: Mike Weston

IN 30 seconds the whistles will blow and
this soldier is going “over the top”. He is
an infantryman in the Middlesex Regi-
ment and his job is to clear the German
trench 150 yards away.

He has been in the front line for eight
hours. Typically, attacking troops were in
position for less than 24 hours. Front-line
troops were in the trenches for five to
seven days. There were relatively brief
periods of exposure.

Although you might think he is in the
worst possible place in all the world,
Tommy Atkins sees things slightly differ-
ently. He thinks things could be worse.
He could be in the second wave. Then he
would have to scramble into no man’s
land carrying barbed wire, duck boards,
rations, and petrol tins full of water. Being
unencumbered gives him a fighting
chance.

He is 27 and has been in the Army since
1915. Since conscription was introduced
in 1916 he has lost two members of his
family . . . a brother in his teens and an
uncle in his late 40s.

By 1918 the Army would take con-
scripts between the ages of 18 and 50. The
youngest British soldier killed during the
war was 14, the oldest in his 60s. The attri-
tion rate was so devastating that by 1915
the Army lowered its height requirement
to 5ft 2in. Some units had special trenches
dug so that small soldiers, issued with
short-butt rifles, could see over the top.

All the comforts . ..

Tin rations of bully beef, corn beef, and
pork and beans. The French would trade
their rations of bread and sausage. They
were not impressed by bully beef and
referred to it as monkey. British troops
called the mixture of pork and beans dog’s
vomit because of its colour and texture. Tin
food was heavy and awkward. Biscuit
rations usually smashed to thicken stew.

In theory soldiers were allowed to have
blankets from October to March but in
practice there was nowhere to carry them.
Greatcoats were discouraged because
they made soldiers look like Germans and
were too bulky. Leather jerkins, of the type
worn until recently by dustbin men, were
popular after 1915. ¢

Soldier thanks the National Army Museum for
the loan of the uniform and equipment and for
its assistance with this feature. The kit is
modelled by LCpl Mark Howe, 1 PWRR, the
regimental antecedents of which include The
Middlesex Regiment.
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Two ID tags made of vulcanised fibre, one circular and
one octagonal, attached to a cord and worn around the
neck. They carried the soldier's name, number, religion
and unit. The circular tag was taken off if he was killed and
the other stayed with the corpse to aid identification. This
became standard after the battles of 1916 when so many
bodies were left in no man's land. Soldiers could also buy
aluminium tags from the Army Service Corps which were
attached to the wrists. They did not rot or burn.

faster you drive. The Army experi-
mented with steel breastplates but the
men could not move easily. The
helmet was worn with the chinstrap at
the back. If worn the other way
around, apocryphal stories suggested
that in an explosion the disc-shaped
helmet would jerk back and break the
neck. So it was worn the wrong way
round, which meant if Atkins ran or fell
over, his helmet came off.

There was no protection apart from
that afforded by the steel helmet,
which was only introduced in 1916.
This might or might not deflect a bullet.
The helmet was designed to protect
the head from explosions outside the
trench. After its introduction, the
number of injuries actually went up,
but the number of fatalities declined.
This was because of the safety-belt
syndrome. The safer you feel, the

Top pockets in the tunic were supposed to contain two grenades, b_ul
more usually these were replaced with postcards, pencils, pipe or cig-
arettes. Grenades would be passed up to the bombers at the front
when required. AB 64 pay book inside the top left-hand pocket con-
tainied the soldier’s will, qualifications and record of inoculations.

Wire cutters: The
jaws acted as a
guide for the wire.

Bayonet: 17.5in-
long, normally car-
ried in the scabbard

The weapon was

pushed forward to
complete the cut-
ting action.

v

on the left-hand side.
As a weapon for
clearing trenches it
was without equal.

e

Small box respirator in the ready
position. First introduced in 1915.

1908 Mills Web equipment. It could carry
150 rounds of small arms ammunition.

Short Magazine Lee Enfield (SMLE)
MKlII*. A simplified version of the com-
plex weapon first introduced before the
First World War. Sighted to 2,000 yards,
expected to fire 15-20 rounds per
minute, loading from five-round charges.
In 1914 a soldier firing a Lee Enfield is
recorded loosing off 37 rounds in a
minute and hitting 22 bullseyes.

Leather sling, frequently with a single
round in the little slider which kept the
strap in place when it expanded in the wet.

Field dressing sewn into right front flap,
almost under the butt of his weapon, and
always in the same place for every man.

Handle of the entrenching tool. The head of the
entrenching tool was carried in his webbing
pouch on his back.

Puttees, derived from an Indian word
meaning bandages. These strips of mater- /,."""'
ial covered the gap in the boots and also
kept the lower leg warm and dry. Remark-
ably effective, but being made of wool,
once they got wet, they stayed wet. They
were the successors to gaiters and splat-
terdashers worn in 17th and 18th century.

Steel-shod ammunition boots, made with Typical weight of kit

the flesh side outwards, so they could
absorb dubbin to make them waterproof.

was 72Ib (33kg).
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Patches system of different badges was used to
allow officers to identify a soldier's battalion and
division. Sometimes worn in the middle of his back,
above his haversack. On the first day of the
Somme NCOs wore tin triangles fastened on their
packs so they could be seen by aerial observers.

Haversack contained groundsheet and

a cape for wet weather. A tin mug was

carried upside down with a spare pair
k“‘/ of socks inside to keep them dry. D-
shaped mess tins were also carried on
haversack’s back, so there was no
chance of keeping quiet. Inside, a
hold-all contained a sewing-kit, knife,
fork spoon, cut-throat razor (or if he
was lucky a safety razor), shaving
brush, comb and tin opener. There was
also a cloth for cleaning the weapon.

1 Bag for unconsumed portion of day's rations.

Cotton bandoleer carried at least another 50
rounds. This was worn over the top of everything
else so the soldier could take it off and throw it to
whoever needed more ammunition.

Standard wool trousers in khaki, an Urdu word mean-
ing dusty. The dye was originally from India and made
from tea or mud. This colour blended in better than the
blue-grey of the German Army uniform.

Water-bottle, not shown, but worn on the right side,
contained two pints of water, cold tea . . . or wine, if he
could scrounge it off the French. British soldiers were
given a rum ration in cold and wet weather and fre-
quently before troops went over the top. Other than that,
alcohol in the front line was discouraged. Troops were
given their allowance unless the CO was teetotal, in
which case they got pea-soup powder.

The alcohol was delivered in big ceramic jars
inscribed SRD — Service Rum Depot and not, as Tommy
Atkins believed, Seldom Reaches Destination. Water
was delivered in old petrol tins and so always tasted of
petrol, chloride and lime. The Germans took over wine
bottling plants and used the bottles for carrying water.
When the British took over a German trench it looked as
if there had been a massive party!




Museum focus

A mollion
[EASONS
to grieve

Report: Graham Bound

Oh we don't want to lose you,
But we think you ought to go . . .

... With all our might and main
We shall cheer you, thank you,
kiss you,
When you come back again.

MOST of them did not come back. Some-
thing like 1,104,890 young men, urged on
by such cynical and sentimental doggerel
as the lines above, were rewarded not with
kisses or cheers, but with unspeakable
horror and a filthy death. Hardly a family in
the country (or, indeed, the empire) was
unaffected and their grief went on and on.

The suffering and sadness of the soldiers
and their families is what the Imperial War
Museum’s moving special exhibition, “The
First World War Remembered”, is all about.

Designer Angela Godwin has presented
moving and evocative testaments — poetry,
letters, photographs, memorials, paintings
and personal treasures — which speak with
a clarity unaffected by the passage of 80
years.

“We have emphasised the personal loss
and the process of grieving,” she said.

Just as the men had died united in the
same effort, it seems that families wanted to
grieve together. When the government of
the day erected a temporary memorial in
Whitehall a year after the Armistice, it was
shocked at the public response . . . millions
swamped the site. A Daily Express article
claimed: “If only they would leave it here for
all time, there would never be mothers lack-
ing to keep the spot fresh with flowers.” The
Cenotaph was unveiled a year later on the
same site.

The difference between the officially-
favoured concept of noble sacrifice and the
people’s perception of unnecessary slaugh-
ter are implied, or obvious.

No Man'’s Land, for example, is a grimly
ironic bronze relief by C S Jagger depicting
skeletal, open-mouthed corpses suspended
on barbed wire and sprawled across
machine guns. It is difficult to imagine it
hanging in a cathedral or palace.

Tears prickle when one looks into a
series of small boxes, each containing the
mementoes of a dead solder, sailor or
airman. The contents — family photos, let-
ters, poems or trinkets — are desperately
poignant.

Near them are manuscripts of works by
the war’s great poets, Edmund Blunden,
Siegfried Sassoon and others. They leave
one in awe. To see the draft of Dulce et
Decorum Est annotated by the hand of Wil-
fred Owen, who was killed a month before
the Armistice, is inspiring.

Military heritage

When Codiord went to wa

Few signs remain
of the years when
English villages
were drawn into
a global conflict

Report: David Falcke

TODAY they are small, quintessentially
English villages scattered around the edge
of Salisbury Plain. Eighty vears ago they
were vast training and transfer camps for
tens of thousands of troops waiting to
move to France during the First World
Wiar.

One such village is Codford on the A36
between Salisbury and Warminster. An
Australian Expeditionary Forces cap-
badge cut into the side of a hill and a dis-
creet sign to the Anzac War Cemetery are
the only reminders of a period in its histo-
ry during which between 17,000 and
25,000 troops from Britain, Australia and
New Zealand were stationed in and
around the village.

At the beginning of the war Codford
comprised some 500

sprang up to cater for the soldiers

Codford today: There are no reminders of the

war in the centre, below, but soldiers who

died are remembered at the Anzac graveyard
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Codford then: a shanty town of shops, right,

souls. There was no tele-
phone, piped water or
electricity, only two cars
... and the doctor did his
rounds in a pony-and-
trap. There was one pub,
two grocers, a draper,
butcher, saddler, cycle
shop and blacksmith and
the post went to the sta-
tion, a mile away, by
hand-cart in the late
evening.

The year 1914
brought not only war to
Codford, but also some
of the worst weather this
century. Between Octo-
ber and February 24 inches of rain fell,
causing major flooding in the village.
Because of the volume of military traffic
the roads quickly became a quagmire and
earned it the nickname of “Codford-on-
the-Mud”.

The influx of men and material went on
until 1919 when the last of the soldiers,
except those in the cemetery, returned
home.

Soldiers were housed in tents on sever-
al sites around the village. In September
1914 the Warminster Journal reported that

Picture: Terry Champion

“The camps are divided into two Divi-
sions, the 25th and the 26th. The former
is situated in the Codford and Fisherton
Delamere area.”

Fifteen camps were built in and around
the village and a Red Cross hospital was
constructed beside Codford St Mary
church. Military engineers were called in
and hutted camps soon replaced the
tents.

To help with the movement of men and
stores a military railway was constructed
from the existing Codford railway station
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with a branch-line that served nearly all of
the camps.

Local inhabitants were quick to realise
that this influx of troops was a boon to
trade and a mass of shanty shops opened.
Many of the photographs that depict the
village during the Great War come from
such shops as Talbot’s Army Stores,
Couzens Military Stores, and Holvey and
Co, Stationers and Tobacconists, Cod-
ford.

The 25th Division left Codford for
France in 1915 where it remained for the
duration. In 1916 Codford was selected
as the New Zealand Command Depot for
men who had been casevaced from the
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CAMP NO. 8.

By 1917 the camps, above and below,
around Codford were well estab-
lished, home to as many as 25,000
troops. Today they are pastures for
cattle and sheep

front line and, although recovered from
their wounds, were not yet fully fit to
return to the front. The camp hospital was
taken over by No 3 New Zealand General
Hospital with beds for up to 1,000
patients.

As well as a large YMCA club, a huge
New Zealand Club was established and
gained a reputation as the best Service
venue on the Plain.

A local manor house, Stockton Manor,
was taken over as the headquarters for
troops in the area, which led to the cre-
ation of the Australian badge on the hill-
side. It was constructed by soldiers on
defaulters and, in its original state, was

-

CODFORD.

made out of beer bottles dug in, neck
first, so that when sunlight caught them
they gave off the bronze colouring of the
actual capbadge.

Codford was not the most popular of
bases and less-than-flattering poems were
written about the village. An excerpt from
one reads:

“There's an isolated, desolated spot I'd like to
mention,

Where all you hear is ‘Stand at ease’, ‘Slope
Arms.’

‘Quick March’, ‘Attention’.

T's miles away from anywhere, by Gad, itis a
rum'un,

A chap lived there for fifty year and never saw
a woman.

There are lots of little huts, all dotted here and

there,

For those who have to live inside, I've offered
many a prayer

Inside the huts there's rats as big as any
nanny goat,

Last night a soldier saw one trying on his over
coat

Now when this War is over and we've
captured Kaiser Billy,

To shoot him would be merciful and
absolutely silly,

Just send him down to Codford there among
the rats and clay,

And I'll bet it won't be long before he droops
and fades away.”

One view of the High Street is entitled
“Some Street” — almost certainly a local
person’s mis-spelling of Somme.

Life for soldiers in Codford was hard.
In one postcard written in May 1915 by a
soldier in 16 Platoon, D Company, 8th
Norfolk Regiment, apologises for his
delay in writing. “We have been out from
early morning till late evening then turn
in rather weary, but I will send a letter at
first opportunity.”

Eighty years on, there is little evidence
of Codford’s role in the momentous years
of the Great War.




On the battlefields
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Report: Graham Bound
Pictures: Terry Champion

“EIGHTY vyears ago you would have
been doing this for real . . . and God help
you then!” Wade Russell, one-time lieu-
tenant colonel in the Royal Tank Regi-
ment and all-time enthusiast for the life
and times of Tommy Atkins, jolted our
little expeditionary force into the proper
mind-set for this four-day introduction to
the history and heartache of the First
World War’s Western Front.

Rolling ashore at Calais in our luxury
coach, our Holts Barttlefield Tours guide
reminded us that we were re-tracing a
journey taken by millions of ordinary sol-
diers of the “Great” War. There was one
major difference, of course: we had return
tickets and were expected to dine (rather
well, actually) in Flanders and Picardy,
not to die.

Now their destinations, Ypres (Wipers
to the lads) the Somme and Vimy Ridge
were also ours, and we were to see why
these market towns and this beautiful
countryside became bywords for horror.

STATIC BATTLES

Ypres, reached after a few hours dri-
ving, was the place where, following a
brief period of stop-start advances and
static battles, both sides came to a jarring

halt and hunkered down for a long war of

attrition. The Germans built huge con-
crete bunkers which they were gener-
ally happy to defend, while the
allies made do with less elabo-
rate trenches, always believing
they would soon be advancing.
But there was to be little of
that. Within weeks the medieval
town of Ypres had been levelled
and the low, sodden land
around it was a churned-up sea
of mud inhabited by corpses
and rats; a hellish blister pro-
truding six miles into German
territory. For the best part
of four years it sucked
up blood like a
sponge, but the
British high com-
mand insisted the
Salient could never
be lost. They would
hreak out and round

Mfommo cobl:er Erectod this year,
. mu‘.lmmrates the 8,000 Aus-

To the troops marching and singing Tipperary
back in 1918, it must have seemed like a very
long way indeed. Now the battlefields are a lot
closer and easier to visit. Haunted by history, they
are fascinating and moving, as we found out

tered around the now green and pretty
Flanders fields spoke of the sacrifice in
Ypres’ three long, slogging battles — and
of some astonishingly brave men.

In a small cemetery near the village of
Branlooke, we found the grave of Capt
Noel Chevasse, a gentle man, a doctor
and the winner of rwo Victoria Crosses
awarded for heroism in rescuing wounded
soldiers from no man’s land.

After the war, local people denied
Churchill his wish to leave the Salient
barren as a memorial to the fallen. As we
have seen earlier in this issue, even the
gorgeously ornate Cloth Market is now
exactly as it was before the shelling began.

Now a modern museum, it is a must for
any visitor. German and allied artefacts
share the dioramas and displays. Simulat-
ed artillery explosions sometimes drown
out the recorded voices of actors reading
the war’s famous poems. There are T-
shirts with poppy designs for sale, but this
is a rare example of Western Front com-
mercialisation.

In Sanctuary Wood, a mile or two down

the Menin Road from Ypres and
near the much-bombarded Hell-
fire Corner (see Page 69), a few
lines of trenches and tunnels
have survived. Shored up in
places but never restored, they
are fascinating. But, in the
gloom of that wood, few
wanted to step down and
peer into their damp tunnels.
And there is the huge
Menin Gate with almost
every square centimetre
of its marble faces
covered with
the names of
the dead. Stand-
ing beneath it, as
our group did,
and listening to
the nightly Lasr
Post ceremony,
this monolith
makes an impres-
sion like no other
memorial.
It was only a

Vimy Ridge: From these now restored
trenches, Allied troops watched Germans
dug into positions just a 100 metres away

Tommy’s best friend: Playing the part,
guide Wade, right, demonstrates the reli-
able old bolt-action Lee Enfield rifle. A
good soldier could fire 15 rounds a minute

short drive across the French border to
the wide, sluggish Somme river. Here in
France’s lovely Picardy region the land-
scape remains pockmarked with craters.
No wonder. There has never been a more
dreadful infantry battle than the one
which started here on July 1, 1916.

The Somme attack looked good on
paper. It would take place over a front of
15 miles, with more than 200,000 men
committed to it. A huge week-long
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artillery bombardment would destroy the
barbed-wire and kill the enemy in their
trenches. Just to make sure, sappers dug
tunnels under the strongest German
points, detonating 40,000lb of explosives
in each.

Gen Sir Henry Rawlinson, in com-
mand of the front, ordered his men to
wait for a few minutes after the bombard-
ment had lifted and then walk to the
German trenches. It would, he thought,
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Peaceiul now: In the Ypres Salient’s oddly-named Sanctuary Wood near Hellfire Corner, the old trenches have survlved for 80 years

be rather like moving house. But the
British artillery had nor destroyed the wire
nor penetrated the bunkers. The enemy
may have been deafened and driven half
mad, but most were still alive.

Given a vital few minutes,
the Germans raced to their
guns and watched as battal-
ion after battalion walked
into their interlocking arcs of
machine-gun fire. By the end
of that appalling first day the
British and Empire forces
had sustained 58,000 casual-
ties — and the battle was to last
for five more months.

Across the Somme battlefield, there is
an astonishing number of memorials to
the men of the colonies and dominions.
One which particularly touches the heart
stands at Poziéres, where 8,000 Aus-
tralians were cut down. In this tiny park
their countrymen have erected a statue
depicting a soldier carrying a wounded
comrade. The statue is known as Don’t
Jforget me, cobber.

The story of the Newfoundland Regi-
ment told at Beaumont Hammel on the
Somme is desperately tragic. It had taken
this tiny colony (not then part of Canada)
two years to raise a single battalion, but it
was wiped out in half-an-hour, probably
for the loss of not a single German. After

We have joined forces
with Holts Battlefield
Tours to offer you the
same tour at a special
rate. See Page 24 for

- more details.

the war the Newfoundlanders bought the
land on which their men had fallen and
made it into a particularly lovely park.

It was almost a relief to learn that at

Vimy Ridge, the final stop on the
tour, things had gone rela-
tively well for the Allies. One
of the most heavily-fortified
German positions of the
war, it was taken in text-
book style by 40,000 Cana-
dians.

Allied and German tren-
ches preserved here are
often less than 100 metres
apart.

The never-ending cemeteries are a tes-
timony to the huge scale of the battles. In
them we found personal, heartfelt mes-
sages which reminded us that the impact
of the Great War is still felt today. This one
was attached to flowers left at Thiepval
Cemetery: “Granny couldn’t make this
Journey, bur we have not forgotten you. Your
grandchildren, Alex and Margaret”.

The Tipperary Tour, as Holts call it,
returned to Blighty having suffered noth-
ing more that a little light opposition in
the duty-free queues. It would have been
different 80-odd years ago. Then a tour to
the Western Front might have taken years.
Indeed, for tens of thousands of soldiers it
never ended.
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Bullet, shrapnel and old webbing from a
farmer’s field, once a nightmare landscape. ..

Deaad
Narvest

TRANQUIL fields of sugar beet and corn
stretch across the Belgian countryside
under the late September sun, writes
Karen Moseley. It is almost inconceivable
to imagine that 80 years ago these same
fields, known during the Great War as the
Ypres Salient, were a nightmare landscape
of mud, jagged stumps of dead trees and
unburied corpses.

But every year since 1918, as the farm-
ers gather their crops and plough their
fields, they also collect a more sinister har-
vest — the tragic remains of First World War
soldiers, ammunition and equipment —
known locally as “the Iron Harvest".

“Farmers are still finding 200 tons of live

;ammunition a year,” explained Mark
Horner, who runs the Ypres Battlefield
Memorial Tour. “This was a very big war in
a very small area.”

Farmers place the pieces in piles at the
edge of their fields, usually under signposts
or markers, or put single shells in the holes
of electricity poles. They are collected by
army experts who make regular visits
during harvest time.

On July 31, 1917 the British and Canadi-
ans attacked the Germans and by Novem-
ber pushed them back to Passchendaele,
about ten miles from Ypres. Before the first
attack the British bombarded the reclaimed
bogland in front of them with four million
shells to destroy the drainage patterns.

Four months later the Germans pushed
back to the outskirts of Ypres and the Allies
lost everything they had gained in just
three days. Half a million men died, and
100,000 bodies were never recovered.

“The centre of Passchendaele was the
most heavily shelled spot on the planet,”
said Mark. “The atomic bomb on Hiroshima
had the equivalent of 12,000 tons of TNT.
More than 12,000 tons of shells fell on
Passchendaele, and when you think that
Passchendaele is 100 times smaller than
Hiroshima, it means that the destruction
was 100 times worse than the atomic
bomb.”

My Army: zozziz sunis

Interview: Karen Moseley

ROBBIE BURNS bustled down the cor-
ridor at some speed waving an arm in an
invitation to follow. “Tea time,” he
explained. “Best to get there in good
time.”

At 102 years of age, still spry and
dapper, there was little outward sign of
the wound that during the First World
War threatened amputation of his leg. He
poured with practised efficiency and
insisted on everyone having some choco-
late cake before sitting down himself,

A veteran of the Loos and the Somme,
ex-shorthand typist for a circus, dance-
hall organiser, cinema-group manager,
hotelier and charity worker, Robbie now
lives in a residential home in Wokingham
run by the Cinematograph Trade Council
Benevolent Fund.

He still visits the battlefields of France
and Belgium and is a staunch member of
the Royal British Legion. He recently vis-
ited the Houses of Parliament and 10
Downing Street as a member of the World
War One Veterans’ Association.

What, did he think, accounted for him
being so fit at his age? “Whisky and wine,
but no beer, and nothing but cigars since
1920,” came back the prompt reply with a
twinkle.

Eighty years ago this month Cpl Robert
Burns was in a camp hospital in Ireland
when he heard news that the guns on the
Western Front had fallen silent after four
years of terrible fighting. It was the day
before his 23rd birthday.

SHORTHAND DIARY

During the war he had keprt a diary, in
shorthand, which he was later to turn into
a book of his personal reminiscences
called Once a Cameron Highlander.

When he and his friend Jimmy left
Inverness on St Andrew’s Day 1914 as
part of the 7th Bartalion, The Queen’s
Own Cameron Highlanders, they were
convinced the war was going to last just
six months.

“We jauntily marched off towards the
railway station and the nearer the centre
of town we got, the louder the cheers from
the people lining the streets — except from
those with tear-laden eyes,” he remem-
bered.

The barttalion moved to Salisbury
Plain, where the real hardening-up
process began, and on July 8, 1915 set off
for Boulogne, joining thousands of other
troops, cavalry, gun carriages, ammuni-
tion wagons and field kitchens.

In those early days, Robbie recalled, the

Robert Burns was just
19 when he went ‘over
the top’. Soldier visited
the centenarian who still
loves life but has never .
forgotten the horrors of
the First World War

front line was surprisingly peaceful. “No
rifle fire or trench mortars to disturb
those trying to get a nap after spending
hours during the night on look-out duty,”
he wrote at the time.

“On a summer’s day what is more com-
forting and assuring than to listen and
watch the larks and other birds fluttering
between the trenches — where no man
dare tread?”

After a few days they would go back to
a village to “rest”, but much of the time
was spent tidying up streets, filling in shell
holes and re-making battered reserve and
communication trenches,

His first serious experience of fight-
ing was at the battle of Loos on Sept-
ember 25, 1915. The order to advance
was given at 0600. For the first time,
Robbie, with fixed bayonet, went over the
top. He noticed a horrible sickly smell
which came in invisible
waves — gas which had
been released by his
own side.

“Having wriggled
through, over, or under
masses of barbed wire,
which were responsible
for many casualties, we
threaded our way out of
the much-damaged vil-
lage of Loos.

Nineteen-year

-old Robbie >

Burns before It was here that the
heading for first real horror of war
the Western hit me. Unbelievable to

Frontin 1914  think that such a thing
could happen. I was
running like mad over no man’s land with
someone practically rubbing shoulders
with me. There was a flash and a bang
and I threw myself to the ground. When
I got up I found myself alone at the
spot.”

Only 75 out of the whole battalion
turned up for the initial roll-call after the
battle. “As the hours passed quite a few
more turned up and it was really pitiful to
see them staggering home.”
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There followed two weeks of
comparative luxury in the
town of Lilliers. “Undreamed
of: bed, hot food at a table
instead of dry biscuits and
rainwater in an open trench —
and hot water to get the dry
mud off my hairy legs.”

He headed back to the front
with the days getting shorter
and the weather adding to his
discomfort and difficulties. He
remembers the “gluey mud,
ankle deep plus overnight
frost. No wonder so many men
had to be taken away to hospi-
tal suffering from trench foot.”

During this time he was in
and out of different trench sys-
tems, which involved long,
exhausting marches over shell-
torn roads carrving heavy
equipment. The following
winter was harsh. “In addition
to being drenched due to lack
of dug-outs, the front line
trenches were like quagmires,
up to the knees in mud. Having
bare knees it was advisable to
wipe the mud off before it
hardened”.

A request came through
from Brigade HQ for a short-
hand typist and Robbie was

Picture: Mike Weston
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given the job. After roughing it
for so long the unexpected
transfer was wonderful, not least because
he was able to stretch out on a dry floor
and to get hot food every day. He even
managed to return to Scotland for some
R and R.When he walked through the vil-
lage towards his old school to see his little
brother, the headmaster gave all the
pupils the day off.

FIRST TANKS

He rejoined the Camerons and by
August 9, 1916 was at the Somme. The
assaults and shelling were relentless.

He wrote later: “From where 1 was
standing I could see some strange-looking
objects — like miniature steam road-
rollers. This is a date I must remember —
September 15, 1916,

“It was a weird phenomenon to see
them crawling forward with infantry, bay-
onets fixed, cautiously crouching imme-
diately behind them whilst it was a heart-
warming sight to see the Germans on the
run. What were these strange con-
trivances? No one could give them a name
at that time but later they became known
as tanks.”
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Spry and dap

per: At 102, Robbie Burns still loves life

Robbie fought at the front line until
October 27 when he was unexpectedly
given a leave pass. He celebrated his 21st
birthday at home with his mother. He
returned to the Somme where the “great
push” was still going on. At the end of
November he was in the middle of what
he described as “agonising chaos”.

Until this point in the war his luck had
held, but it ran out a few days before
Christmas 1916 when he was caught in an
explosion and his leg was badly injured.
The next thing he remembered was being
put on a stretcher and carried to a horse-
drawn ambulance. As they set off to the
dressing station the ambulance was blown
up and the horses killed. Amazingly the
wounded were lifted out.

“After first-aid cleaning I was trans-
ferred to a large marquee. I remember
being put on the table but not being taken
off it. On coming to I put my hand down
and was overjoyed to find my leg was still
there.”

He was transferred to a hospital in York
where he was finally told that his leg
would not be amputated, and after three

months was able to walk without
crutches although he still
needed a stick. He was allowed
on leave to his beloved Scotland
but did not mention to his
mother that he was due to go
back to France.

While waiting for his depar-
ture date he found out that a
shorthand-typist was needed,
applied for the job and was
appointed as a confidential
clerk, working directly for Col
The Mackintosh of Mackintosh.

Everything seemed rosy
until he was shown a letter
saying that Pte Robert Burns
had been accepted for a com-
mission, which would have
meant returning to France as an
officer.

EASTER RISING

It was Mackintosh who
bluntly told him that if he went
back he would most likely be
killed and he ought to stay as his
clerk. The decision was made
and he stayed.

He moved with the battalion
to Ireland which was very tense
after the Easter Rising of 1916.
But the end of the war finally
arrived and uppermost in all
their minds was the prospect of
getting home.

Since leaving Inverness for the first
time in 1914, more than 1,100 men from
the 7th Barttalion, The Queen’s Own
Cameron Highlanders had died.

Robbie Burns’s military career ended
in 1919. For the next 20 years and during
the Second World War he ran huge dance
halls in London before becoming the
manager of a group of 30 to 40 cinemas in
the south-east of England. When he
retired he opened a small hotel in East-
bourne which he ran with his wife until
she died in the 1960s,

At an age when most men would have
been going “gently into that good night”,
Robbie set off for France where he stayed
for 12 years working with the Lirttle
Brothers of the Poor, looking after people
in need.

The Army took only five years from
Robbie’s extraordinary life, but he will
never forget. His 103rd birthday — cele-
brated incidentally, the day after the
Armistice — is being spent on the battle-
fields of France and Belgium . . . remem-
bering the comrades who went out, but
unlike him did not return.

®




1998 British Army Collection

al for Christmas, a range of
quality gifts available
exclusively from Soldier, each
bearing the British Army Logo.

~ Please make POs payable to Soldier and allow 28 days
for delivery. Orders should be returned to Soldier Magazine,
Ordnance Road, Aldershot, Hants, GU11 2DU

Item Price Quantity Total
3-in-1 bar tool £15.99
Hip flask £18.99
Champagne stopper £9.99
Book clock £32.00
Compact £9.99
Cufflinks £9.99
Bookmark £6.99
Tankard £19.99

_Lighter £6.99
Atomiser £6.99
Grand total

TO TIPPERARY K

This tour visits the battlefields of the Ypres Salient,

Z{’IJ‘

Vimy Ridge and the Somme and is Holts” introduction to the

Western Front.

To give a rounded picture, we also look at the politics, the generals, the
letters home, the songs and the home front.

Some of the cemeteries and memorials are always included and we are
happy to build in “special visits”, giving the traveller a chance to find a
particular grave or memorial or to visit an area mentioned in letters from the
front. The group always lays a wreath in one of the cemeteries to remember

those who fell in the Great War.

We run either three- or four-day alternatives. The itinerary is the same, but
the four-day tour runs at a more leisurely pace, with a later departure from

London and Dover.

THREE-DAY TOUR DATES:
March 20-22 (T002/146), May 1-3
(T002/147), July 3-5 (T002/148),
September 4-6 (T002/149).

THREE-DAY ITINERARY

Day 1: Depart London 0845
Dover/Calais ferry 1215 and follow
the BEF route to Ypres. Visit TOC H
in Poperinghe, Brandhoek CWGC
Cemetery (Noel Chevasse, double VC
medical officer), Essex Farm (John
McCrae’s  dressing  station), St
George’s Memorial Church, the
Last Post at the Menin Gate. Dinner
and overnight in Ypres.

Day 2: Breakfast. Tour of the Ypres
Salient  including Langemarck
German Cemetery and the Canadian
memorial, The Brooding Soldier.
The great CWGC cemetery at Tyne
Cot. The museum and preserved
trenches at Sanctuary Wood. Lunch
break and the Flanders Fields
Museum in Ypres. The beautiful
Canadian memorial and battlefield
park at Vimy Ridge. Dinner and
overnight at Assevillers.

Day 3: Breakfast. Tour of main
Somme battlefield, including the
back area town of Albert, Lochnagar
Crater at La Boisselle Delville Wood,
High Wood and Poziéres. The
Schwaben Redoubt and the
imposing Memorial to the Missing at
Thiepval. The trench lines,
cemeteries and memorials in the
beautiful Newfoundland Park. The
Pals battalions at Serre. Lunch in
Arras. Calais/Dover ferry 1830.
Arrive London approx 2100.

[FACTFILE

***Hotel, half-board, wine with
dinner, one lunch (four-day tour|
only), museum entrances.

3/4 day tours 3 @
Price per person (sharing)
£279/£369

Single supplement £28/£41
Deposit £50/£60/

£13/£19.50

In association with

SOLDIER

FOUR-DAY TOUR DATES:
April 10-13 (T181/24), May 22-25
(T181/25), June 19-22 (T181/26),
July 24-27 (T181/27), August 21-24
(T181/28). September  25-28
(T181/29), October 9-12 (T181/30).

FOUR-DAY ITINERARY

Day 1: Depart London 1015.
Dover/Calais ferry 1345. Brand-
hoek CWGC cemetery, St George’s
Memorial Church, the Last Post at
the Menin Gate. Dinner and
overnight in Ypres.

Day 2: Breakfast. Tour of the Ypres
Salient, including Essex Farm, TOC
H in Poperinghe, Lange-marck
German Cemetery. Lunch and the
Flanders Fields Museum in Ypres.
The Canadian Memorial, The
Brooding Soldier. The CWGC
cemetery and memorial at Tyne Cot.
The museum and preserved trenches
at Sanctuary Wood. Drive south to
the Somme area. Dinner and
overnight Arras or Assevillers.

Day 3: Breakfast. Tour of main
Somme  battlefield, including
Lochnagar Crater at La Boisselle.
The South African museum and
memorial at Delville Wood, High
Wood and Poziéres. Picnic lunch at
Auchonvillers. The Schwaben
Redoubt and the Memorial to the
Missing at Thiepval. The trench
lines, cemeteries and memorials in
beautiful Newfoundland Park. The
Pals battalions at Serre. Dinner and
overnight.

Day 4: Breakfast. The battlefield
park, trenches and Canadian
memorial at Vimy Ridge. Lunch
break in Arras or Bethune.
Calais/Dover ferry 1700. Arrive
London approx 1930.

= ]
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Feature

Unending vigil ensures their

names liveth for evermore

IT is possible to create beauty and sereni-
ty out of pain and butchery, writes
Anthony Stone.

The Commonwealth War Graves Com-
mission has proved this many times over
in its 2,500 cemeteries and plots in 145
countries throughout the world. There, in
many corners of foreign fields, the Com-
mission has created the final resting
places for the 1,700,000 men and women
of the Commonwealth countries who
died during two world wars and numer-
ous smaller conflicts.

It is an enormous undertaking and the
Commission employs 1,250 staff, mostly
gardeners and craftsmen, to maintain the
graves in impeccable order, usually in a
setting of lawn, trees and shrubs.

The Commission was established by
Royal Charter in 1917, born out of the
overwhelming outpouring of public grief.
Its founding principles have remained
unaltered: that each of the dead should be
commemorated individually by name
either on the headstone on the grave or by
inscription on a memorial; that the head-
stones and memorials should be perma-
nent; that the headstones should be uni-
form; and that no distinction should be
made on account of military or civil rank,
race or creed.

DUTIES

Its duties are to mark and maintain the
graves, to build and maintain memorials
to the dead whose graves are unknown,
and to keep records and registers.

Two monuments are common to the
cemeteries : the Cross of Sacrifice, usual-
ly set upon an octagonal base and bearing
a bronze sword upon its shaft; and, in the
larger cemeteries, the Stone of Remem-
brance, upon which are carved the words
from the Book of Ecclesiasticus; “Their
names liveth for evermore”.

The Commission’s work is paid for by
the United Kingdom, Canada, Australia,
India, New Zealand and South Africa in
the proportion to the number of their
graves. Other Commonwealth countries
contribute by bearing the cost of mainte-
nance in their own lands.

The guns had been silent for four years
when King George V walked across Flan-
ders’ fields and said: “We can truly say
that the whole circuit of the earth is gir-
dled with the graves of our dead . . . and in
the course of my pilgrimage, I have many
times asked myself whether there can be
more potent advocates of peace upon
earth through the years to come, than this
massed multitude of silent witnesses to
the desolation of war.”

SOLDIER November 1998
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Serene and beautiful: The huge cemeteries of the Western Front are places of pilgrimage

Poppy’s claim to fame

AMEDICAL officer in the Great War sat at the
door of a concrete dugout and gazed over the
rows of wooden crosses beside him. He had
just buried a patient who happened to be one
of his closest friends, writes Karen Moseley.

On that day, May 2, 1915, Col John
McCrae of the Canadian Army was moved to
write what is one of the First World War’s
most famous poems.

In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place.

Published in Punch in December 1915, it
was so successful that the image of the poppy
was taken up by the British Legion as a
symbol of remembrance.

When he wrote the poem McCrae was only
a few hundred yards away from the front line
at a place called Essex Farm and the small
cemetery was growing daily. His friend, Lt
Alexis Helmer, was virtually blown to pieces
by a direct hit from an 8in shell. McCrae said
the committal service over his grave, which
was lost in subsequent fighting. Lt Helmer is
now commemorated on the Menin Gate.

The dugout, next to the Yser Canal, was a
dressing station and housed the officers’
mess, wards, latrines and kitchen. Grim and
dark, it is still there, having been extensively
restored three years ago. The crosses in the
graveyard have been replaced by the beauti-
fully engraved white headstones of the Com-
monwealth War Graves Commission, many
of which have roses planted next to them.

Once surrounded by the horror of mud and

Also in this issue:

® Chuckle with Chip - Page 31
@ Bird’s eye-view — Page 63

@ First World War videos, National Army

Preserved: Dressing station at Essex farm

carnage, the place is now sheltered by trees
and overlooked by a memorial column to the
49th (West Riding) Division. The old cobbled
path leading to it and the canal towpath is
used by schoolchildren on their bicycles,
satchels strapped to their backs, laughing
and calling to one another. Eighty years ago,
on the same spot, soldiers were dug in along
the bank of the canal watching corpses float
past them in the slimy, brackish water.

On the other side of the canal across a
smooth field of mown grass, where the Ger-
mans once had their front line, is ironically
now a Mercedes Benz car showroom.

Among the 1,223 graves in Essex Farm
cemetery is that of 15-year-old Rifleman
Valentine Joe Strudwick of the 8th Battalion,
The Rifle Brigade, who was killed on January
14, 1916 — one of the youngest British boys to
die in the war.

In front of the cemetery is a diamond-
shaped Albertina memorial to McCrae which
was unveiled three years ago.

Museum events — Page 67

@ Girl's poignant poem - Diary, page 68
@ Signpost from Hellfire Corner — Page 69
@ Vox pop — Page 70




Books special

Truth to end!
all truths

The First World War by John Keegan.
Hutchinson, hardback, £25.

CONSIDERING the gravity and scale of
the 480 pages that follow, the opening
sentence of military historian John
Keegan’s newly-published magnum opus
startles you with its brutal simplicity.
“The First World War,” he writes, “was
a tragic and unnecessary conflict.”
Having skilfully employed the art of
surprise to stun you with the truth to
end all truths, this practitioner in the
words of warfare then bombards you
with a more sustained but no less pow-
erful vindication of his opening salvo.
“Unnecessary,” he explains, “because
the train of events that led to its out-
break might have been broken at any
point during the five weeks of crisis that
preceded the first clash of arms, had
prudence or common goodwill found a
voice; tragic
because the con-
sequences of the

JOHN
KEEGAN

first clash ended THE FIRST
WORLD

WAR

the lives of ten
million human
beings, tortured
the emotional
lives of millions
more, destroyed
the benevolent
and optimistic
culture of the
European conti-
nent and left, when the guns at last fell
silent four years later, a legacy of politi-
cal rancour and racial hatred so intense
that no explanation of the causes of the
Second World War can stand without
reference to those roots.”

In his second devastating sentence
this former senior lecturer in military
history at Sandhurst, apart from leaving
you mentally winded, somehow sums
up four years that scarred the world.

But you don’t escape that lightly, and
as you would expect, what follows is a
masterly analysis in which Keegan
examines with lucid insight the com-
plexities and consequences of this his-
torical and military watershed.

It is when he asks why the war started
at all and how it came to drag on so long
that this awesome four de force
impresses most. He leads us to the con-
clusion that the First World War is a
mystery — in its origins, in the course it
took, and in the way it made human
beings behave.

“Men whom the trenches cast into
intimacy entered into the bonds of
mutual dependency and sacrifice of self
stronger than any of the friendships
made in peace and better times.

“This is the ultimate mystery of the
First World War. If we could understand
its loves, as well as its hates, we would
be nearer understanding the mystery of

human life.” - CH
—

After 80 years, a race against time

OF the millions of men who fought in the
First World War, about 4,000, say the
authors of a new book, are still alive in
Great Britain.

Added to 200 nurses who worked
behind the lines and 1,000 or so muni-
tions workers or “canary girls”, they make
up what Steve Humphries calls a “lost
community”.

He and Richard van Emden, co-
authors of Veterans: The Last Sur-
vivors of the Great War (L.eo Cooper,
hardback, £16.95), which accompanies a
BBC 1 documentary scheduled to be
shown in two parts on November 8 and
15, took great trouble to track down eye-
witnesses for this extraordinary oral histo-
ry and found 120 “new” members of a
band dwindling so fast that some they
located died before they could be
reached.

During their research they concluded
that men who survive into their late
nineties and early hundreds are over-
whelmingly what they call “middle-class™
— retired accountants, office managers
and headmasters — and they made a spe-

A leaf through some
newly-published
offerings on First
World War subjects

Man: Spring 1918 (Viking, hardback,
£25) tells of the massive German assault
which broke the stalemate of the trenches,

While the common soldier, she says,
never saw himself as a hero, he certainly
did not consider himself a victim. Now,
because of retrospective reappraisal,
“many are half-convinced that they were
and, worse, are half-ashamed of it”.

A victim of what — or whom? If not an
accident of history then certainly incom-
petent and callous leadership, or so popu-
lar belief would have it. Robin Neillands
believes otherwise and examines the evi-
dence thoroughly in The Great War
Generals on the Western Front 1914~
18 (Robinson, hardback, £25).

“It cannot be a good thing,” he writes,

cial effort to record soldiers of g
more humble origins.

Members of the “working-
class” form more than a third
of the remarkably lucid inter-
viewees, of whom the oldest is
105 and the youngest 95 — a
boy of 13 when he went to
France.

A Channel 4 TV series,
again starting on November
8, is also accompanied by a
book — Wendy Holden’s Shell
Shock: The Psychological Impact of
War (Channel 4 Books, hardback,
£14.99).

The battle-stress phenomenon was
recorded by the early Greeks but only
recently has society’s attitude to the
mental casualties of war become more
sympathetic (see Pages 4 and 5), despite
an aversion in some quarters to all forms
of “counselling”.

After a wide-ranging studyv of shell-
shock from the First World War to
Bosnia, Holden asserts: “The fact is that,
no matter how many psychiatrists are
mobilised to offer counselling to those
who have been seriously affected by their
combat experiences, the armed forces
have been simply unable to prevent a rise
in the number of cases.”

Non-judgemental First World War his-
tory told through eyewitnesses is a style
Lyn Macdonald has made her own,
honing it to perfection through her popu-
lar chronicles. The seventh, To the Last

“that a whole period in
Britain’s history has become
so distorted, and that the dis-
tortion goes on, repeating
malignant accusations about
honourable men, accusa-
tions that go uncontested or
unexamined by the public at
large.” But who were the real
heroes? Of 633 First World
War VCs, many posthu-
mous, for example, 24 went
to members of the Royal
Engineers and associated corps. Their
stories are told in Gerald Napier’s The
Sapper VCs (The Stationery Office,
hardback, £35), which includes all 55
who have won the supreme award for

Did they survive the spring of 19

valour since its
inception in 1856.

Accounts of a
further 50 VCs -
including many
Commonwealth
troops who fought
with the British
Army — are told in
VCs of the First
World War: Arras
and Messines
1917 by Gerald Gliddon (Sutton, hard-
back, £19.99).

Among the millions of others who did
not survive was Lt John Kipling, of the
Irish Guards, and battlefield historians
Tonie and Valmai Holt have taken the title

187 Men of the 1/7 Bn, The King’s (Liverpool) Regiment in
th 55th Division’s La Bassec Sector, pictured on March 15, 1918.

\J b
Picture: Imperial War Museum

of their biographical detective story, My
Boy Jack (Leo Cooper, hardback,
£19.95) from father Rudyard’s agonised
poem about the disappearance at Loos of
his only son, whose grave he failed to
locate during a lifelong search.

In July 1992, 77 years on and 56 years
after the great writer’s own death, the
Commonwealth War Graves Commis-
sion took the “exceptional action” of
identifying the battlefield site where they
said John Kipling lay. The authors ques-
tion this decision — as well as telling an
engrossing family story.

According to Malcolm Brown, the
intense and crucial last year of fighting
has received short shrift in Great War his-
tories, so he decided to put this right once

ASK anyone to name one of the great sol-
dier-poets of 1914-18 and the reply will fre-
quently be Wilfred Owen, who is the subject
of the first in a new Leo Cooper series, On
the Trail of the Poets of the Great War
(Battleground Europe paperback, £9.95).

Helen McPhail and Philip Guest place
Owen'’s writings in the context of his war ser-
vice with the Manchester Regiment, drawing
on his poetry and letters as well as on battle-
field diaries and regimental histories.

Owen, who died a week before the
Armistice, is prominent in A Deep Cry
(Sutton, paperback, £14.99), which gives a
similar treatment to the lives of 66 published

British soldier-poets killed in north-
ern France and Belgium. The
book's editor, Anne Powell,
became absorbed by the history of
the war while living in Belgium
when her husband, Jeremy, was
serving on the staff of the Supreme
HQ Allied Powers Europe
(SHAPE).

Another literary figure whose life
and work was profoundly affected
by his war experiences was Henry
Williamson, best-known for Tarka
the Otter, who enlisted in the Territorial sec-
tion of the London Rifle Brigade and later

Oiven

In the muddy footsteps of Wilfred Owen
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Henry Williamson and the First World War
(Sutton, hardback, £18.99). - CH

~

served as an officer with the
Machine Gun Corps in the attack
on the Hindenburg Line in 1917.
He drew on his experiences to
write more than a million words of
fiction, including the novel
sequence A Chronicle of Ancient
Sunlight.

His  daughter-in-law  Anne
Williamson, whose biography of
the writer was published in 1995, is
also the author of the newly-pub-
lished A Patriot’'s Progress:
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and for all in The Imperial War
Museum Book of 1918: Year of Victo-
ry (Sidgwick & Jackson, hardback, £25),
claimed to be the only book providing
“the authentic voice of British soldiers”.

Similarly, Paul Greenwood argues that
if anvthing has lacked attention it has
been one particularly crucial phase of the
fighting, which he describes in The
Second Battle of the Marne - 1918
(Airlife, hardback, £19.95).

It was the first time British, American,
French, Colonial and Italian forces cam-
paigned together against the common
enemy and this retired teacher, whose
father took part in the battle, chronicles
the events painstakingly.

Whatever may have been neglected,
today’s younger readers could get their
first introduction to the Marne through
an ingenious form of “faction” by jour-
nalist and broadcaster Larry Harris.

His 1996 time-travel fantasy novel,
Fackie Was a Hero, set on the Somme in
1916, was used in some British schools as
a First World War studies primer. Now a
sequel, Don’t Shout at the Guns, fol-

W : lows the exploits
. Ml of a US aviator at
the bartle, using
the device of a
camcorder’s
“flashbiacik”
mode. This slick,
pacy read is pub-
lished in paper-
back at £5.99 by
The Cartoon
L — Cave, PO Box
9138, London W3 7WQ.

Heavier going though no less laudable
as a publishing enterprise is At the
Eleventh Hour, edited by Hugh Cecil
and Peter Liddle of the University of
Leeds (Leo Cooper, hardback [£35,
paperback £19.95), which records inter-
national “reflections, hopes and anxi-
eties” as the war ended.

It includes weighty contributions by
historians from around the world, com-
plemented by about 100 illustrations
which alone are worth the space the book
will take up on the already groaning book-
shelves labelled “First World War”. - CH

Soldier ordering service

All books mentioned in the Soldier Books pages
(see also Page 65) are available from Helion &
Com anr who can supplr 14,500 in-rrim mili-
tary books and operate a free professional mili-
tary booksearch.

Helion & Company, 26 Willow Road, Solihull,
West Midlands B91 1UE, England (tel 0121 705
3393; fax 0121 711 1315).

E-mail address: books@helion.co.uk

Website: http;//www.helion.co.uk
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TWO MOUNTAIN BIKES TO BE WON!

Simply answer the f()lllowin.g lwc{ questions by llouk:mg inl.u our new S U;f r _I .

348 page catalogue, brimming with great shopping ideas for Christmas. 1 Up I
Question 1: How many bicycles are shown between pages 284 and 2977 ; ;J ..f) —
Question 2: How much is the Select Special 28” TV shown on page 2377 G U U
Write your answers down on the back of a postcard or envelope and together with your own name,

address and daytime telephone number, send it to:

CCM Design & Print Management, FREEPOST (SCE6531), Amesbury SP4 7SL

Competition is open to all members of HM Forces, attached civilians and their families.
Competition closes 8 January 1999. Draw will be made on 15 January 1999. Winners will be notified by post.




Feature

The competition was
as hot as the
gourmet food at the
annual tri-Service
cookery competition,
hosted this year by
the Army at Aldershot

Report: Graham Bound
Pictures: Terry Champion

THERE was something gladia-
torial about the Salon Culinaire
cookery competition held at
the Army School of Catering at
St Omer Barracks, Aldershot.
Not in the classical sense, of
course, but this fiercely-fought
competition seemed to owe
something to television’s most
popular  body-contact TV
show.

The cooks’ potentially lethal
utensils were (it should be
stressed immediately) aimed
only at the varied ingredients,
which, to the delight of an
enthusiastic audience, were
rapidly transformed into gor-
geously aromatic and colourful
cordon bleu dishes. Burt this was
a kitchen like no other.

An indoor grandstand was
packed with passionate sup-
porters bellowing encourage-
ment at corps and regimental
colleagues as they battled it out over such
culinary creations as pan-roasted breast
of duck, delice of salmon and chocolate
orange souffle. White-clad civilian judges
—among them restaurant luminary Albert
Roux — took the places of television’s little
blonde presenter and the referee in the
funny striped shirt.

The picture was completed when the
charismatic judge and master of cere-
monies for the final heat of the Army
Junior Chef of the Year competition,
yelled: “Come on, chefs, you’ve got three
minutes to complete vour meals .
plenty of time!”

Less skilled cooks in the audience prob-
ably thought, “yeah, plenty of time if you
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Piece of cake: Junior chef Pte Carl Preece with his grand centrepiece

want to boil an egg”. But this kind of pres-
sure, which had been sustained through-
out the many rounds of the competition,
only seemed to enhance the perfor-
mances of the Army chefs, carrying them
to a resounding victory over the Royal
Navy and Royal Air Force.
PRESTIGIOUS

The Army emerged from three days of
competition with the highest number of
points overall and with the two most pres-
tigious individual awards. Sgt Bob Ober-
hoffer, serving with SHAPE in Belgium,
was crowned Armed Forces Senior Chef
of the Year, while TA Pte Kelly Albiston,
serving with Catering Support Regiment
in Grantham, proudly accepted the title

of Armed Forces Junior Chef
of the Year.

With the competition only in
its second year, the Army has
already established an envi-
able track record. In 1997 the
first inter-Service Salon Culi-
naire was hosted by the Royal
Navy at HMS Nelson and won
overall by the Army.

Having spent the best part of
six months bringing together
competitors, judges, sponsors
and facilities, Ian Cowley,
senior civilian instructor at the
Army School of Catering, was
well satisfied. The competi-
tion had, he said, provided
real incentive for trainee chefs
to improve their skills.

He pointed out that the
action-packed live cooking
competitions were just one
aspect of the event. Other con-
testants, perhaps those less
inclined to entertain while
they cooked, had spent long
days working on intricately-decorated
cakes, table centrepieces and even edible
sculptures.

“This competition has real value in
terms of self-esteem and achieving goals,”
said Ian Cowley. “Those who win have
the chance of a place on the Combined
Services culinary arts team which com-
petes at an international level.”

Not only do they compete; they also
win. Soldiers served in the Combined
Forces team which scooped the Hote-
lympia international competition in
London earlier this year and will be com-
peting at the equally-prestigious Expogast
08 competition in Luxembourg this
month.
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The search for a
school begins
with establishing
your requirements
and ISBI rapidly
shortlists the schools
that will meet them. It
allows you to inspect
school records on-screen,
print out shortlists, school

details and more. ISBI will also
print letters to the schools of your

Database
normally sells
for £18 but it is

choice asking them to send you available
prospectuses. This computer exclusively to
programme cannot select the best readers of

school for your child - that has to be
your own personal choice - but it
will certainly make your search an
easier one.

Soldier for only
£5 (inc p&p +
VAT).

Order details:
Which School Ltd, Tilshead House, Tilshead,
Salisbury, Wilts SP3 4RX.
Tel: 01980 620575
Fax: 01980 621090
Website: www.earl.org.uk/isbi

E-Mail: np57@dial.pipex.com i &

!_SB[ Offer ends December 31, 1998. Haai!

LOST
MEDALS

Replaced in record time

FULL SIZE & MINIATURE
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE

Write or phone for quotation
RAYMOND D HOLDICH
Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre, 7 Whitcomb Street London
) WC2ZH 7THA
Tel: 0171-930 1979 or 0374 133493 Fax: 0171-930 1152

the Peawterers

t FORMERLY PRIORY PEWTER

“ H_igh quality pewter tankards,
| hip flasks, goblets, plates and
it much more. Engraved with

-‘i } Regimental Badges, Crests and

iyl Logos to your own designs.

& Competitive prices.

1K Full colour brochure.

e\-_ A R WENTWORTH (SHEFFIELD) LTD

1} Tankard House, 25 Leadmill Road, Sheffield S1 3JA W = ) ,/'.
{E. Tel: 0114 272 5676 & 0114 2754168 Fax: 0114 272 6651 = 2 |

Tailors
Ltd.

@.D.Golding

Military Livery and Civilian Tailors

- MILITARY .
MARKETING INTERNATIONAL

REGIMENTAL SHIELDS, PLAQUES A]\D SHIELDCL ()LKS

In good company with most Regiments and Corps of the British Army, we made your Shields
for the Falklands, the Gulf and now Bosnia and Croatia and most other UN locations.
Let us design your Regimental and Operational Shields.
write for a full colour brochure to:
Military Marketing International, 74 -77 Steward Street,
Ladywood, Birmingham, BA18 7AF.
Tel/fax: 0121 454 5393
Minium order 25 shields — £10.95. No VAT outside the UK. Shieldclocks — £18.50

l Our Representative will call at your
| request. Ring (01727) 841321 -
ax (01727) 831462 or write for details to:
| 220 Haffield Road, St Albans, Herts AL 4LW
[ BRGIITIE . .................oviimmiimniniminsasiash s fabmaae bt v
| Address
|
|
|
|

VISTA SPORTS

SUPPLIERS OF SWEATSHIRTS, POLO
SHIRTS, T/SHIRTS, HOODED SWEATSHIRTS,
RUGBY JERSEYS, BASEBALL CAPS AND
MANY OTHER ITEMS. ALL GARMENTS CAN
BE PRINTED OR EMBROIDERED WITH YOUR

OWN DESIGN

VISTA SPORTS LTD. 28 HIGH STREET,
MERSTHAM, SURREY. RH1 3EA.
TEL: 01737 645113
FAX: 01737 645892
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“Kindly don't fire this thing again . . .
it scares the dogs!”

“See if there’s another one like that'z..
it actually went off!”

Ingthle
trenche's

“Not at all, old chap . . . after you!”

“We find the Bavarians make the best tin openers!”
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Feature

The fast mast

Pete's late, late decision pays off in Northern Ireland photo competition

IT WASN'T quite a one-man show, but
for a ime it seemed that WO2 Pete Bristo
was going to hog the proceedings at the
1998 Northern Ireland photographic
competition, writes John Elliott.

He was judged
the professional
Photographer of
the Year, nabbed
the Soldier £125
award, finished
as runner-up in
both the best
monochrome
and digital sec-
tions . . . and just
for good mea-
sure organised
the competition.

But before the
whispers begin,
we can give a

Image of the Year:
a portrait by Sgt
Brian Gamble,
right. He also won
the best mono-
chrome category
and was runner-
up in two others

A bit of everything: LCpl Angel Moreno’s
winning digital image, below

Best military portrait: Capt Dave Chrystal
cleaned up in this section, below right

w

Top man: WO2 Pete Bristo, right, receives a

trophy from Lt Gen Sir Rupert Smith, the GOC

categorical assurance that Pete was not on
the tri-Service panel of judges and had
absolutely nothing to do with the selec-
tion process. The tricky decisions of who
won what in several closely-contested cat-
egories lay with Stephen George, the
principal photographer at Headquarters
Northern Ireland, Flt Sgt Chris Dicken-
son from RIC,
RAF Aldergrove,
and former Royal
Navy “Phot” Bill
Porter, now the
principal photog-
rapher at the
Ulster Museum.
Last year’s Pho-
tographer of the
Year, Sgt Brian
Gamble, did not
leave empty-
handed. He was
the runner-up in
the main compe-
tition, won the

b
;

N

best monochrome and best image sec-

own-choice category.

WO2 Bristo nearly did not enter. He
took over as Master Photographer
Northern Ireland a few weeks before
the closing date and made a last-
minute decision to compete “because |
thought it was a good idea to lead from
the front”.

Thirty-two individuals submitted
nearly 200 photographs, a big increase
on the previous year. The best work
from eight professional and 12 amateur
portfolios was on show in the WOs’
and Sergeants’ Mess at Headquarters
Northern Ireland when the GOC, Lt Gen
Sir Rupert Smith, presented the prizes.

WO2 Bristo is keen to get as many
province-based photographers as possible
involved in next year’s tri-Service event.

To raise standards even further and

increase interest in the event he is organ-
ising day seminars for unit-level snappers.
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tions and was second in the Soldier

Making a splash:
This shot, right, by
WO2 Pete Bristo
won the category
sponsored by Sol-
dier and formed
part of his winning
portfolio in the pro-
fessional Photogra-
pher of the Year
competition

e

Photographer of the Year (sponsored by
Kodak): WO2 Pete Bristo RLC (£250 and
trophy); runner-up, Sgt Brian Gamble RLC (20
rolls of film); highly commended, Sgt Dave
Bridges RLC.

Best monochrome photograph (lliford):
Sgt Brian Gamble (£150); runner-up, WO2
Peter Bristo (£50); highly commended, LCpl
Mo Smith.

Best colour photograph (AGFA): Sgt
Dave Bridges (£150); runner-up, Capt Dave
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Bright as a button:
Sgt Dave Bridges'’s
winning colour
entry, above

On guard: Sgt
Brian Gamble’s
winning mono-
chrome shot, left

A nose for the job:
LCpl lan Woods,
Amateur Photogra-
pher of the Year,
got in close for
this picture, right,
taken from his
winning portfolio

Chrystal, R Signals (£50); highly commended,
Sgt Paul Taylor RLC.

Best military portrait (KJP Digital Solu-
tions): Capt Dave Chrystal (Manfrotto tripod);
runner-up, Maj Leo Callow, R Irish (Manfrotto
monopod); highly commended, Sgt Dave
Bridges.

Amateur Photographer of the Year (Fuiji):
LCpl lan Woods, 1 Cheshire (£250, compact
camera and film); runner-up LCpl Mo Smith
(20 rolls of film); highly commended, Maj

Bruce Spencer and Maj Leo Callow.

Own choice award (Soldier): WO2 Pete
Bristo (£125); runner-up, Sgt Brian Gamble
(£50); highly commended, Mr Bill Homes.

Best digital image (Photo Services): LCpl
Angel Moreno RLC (Manfrotto tripod); runner-
up, WO2 Pete Bristo (Lastolite reflector);
highly commended, Cpl Mark Jones RMP and
SAC Al Clements RAF.

Image of the Year (GOC): Sgt Brian
Gamble (£200).

\
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BLESMA

BRITISH LIMBLESS EX-SERVICE MEN’S ASSOCIATION

ARE YOU ELIGIBLE FOR HELP?

BLESMA is a National Charity specifically for limbless
Ex-Service men and women. The Association also accepts
responsibility for the dependants of its members and, in particular,
their widows.

BLESMA wants to help 5,000 more eligible men and women.
The Association promotes the welfare of men or women who
have lost a limb or limbs or one or both eyes as a result of service
in any branch of Her Majesty’s Forces or Auxiliary Forces and to
assist needy dependants of such Service limbless.

BLESMA CAN HELP:

Provide permanent residential and convalescent holiday
accommodation through its two nursing and residential Homes
at Blackpool and Crieff in Perthshire.

Provide financial assistance to Members and Widows in the form
of Grants.

Assist in finding suitable employment for Amputees.

Furnish advice on Pensions, Allowances, makes representation
to Government Departments on individual entittements and,
where necessary, represent Members and their dependants at
Pensions Appeal Tribunals.

A LEGACY MEANS A LOT
TO THE LIMBLESS

Help the disabled by helping BLESMA with a donation now and
a legacy in the future. We promise you that not one penny will
be wasted.

For further information contact:

HQ BLESMA, Dept. SDR
Frankland Moore House,
185-187 High Road,
Chadwell Heath, Romford,
Essex RM6 6NA

Telephone: 0181 590 1124 Fax: 0181 599 2932
Registered as a Charity under the
Charities Act. 1960. No. 207621

BLLISON & CO

SOLICITORS

Headgate Court @ Head Street ® Colchester CO| INP

Tel: (01206) 764477 Fax: (0126) 764455

" LEGAL SPECIAL
IN ALL DISCIPLINAR!

A firm with recognised experience of assisting
Service Personnel in all areas of Law

24 hours a day service
01523 110006

Whether you are in the

A QUALITY SERVICE
Approved by The Legal Aid Board

764477 and ask for
David Howell
WE RECOMMEND YOU SEEK IMMEDIATE ADVICE BEFORE AN

INTERVIEW WITH THE POLICE OR IF SERVED WITH
PROSECUTION PAPERS

D

MESS
DRESS

We offer you personal service
and guaranteed satisfaction

UK Tel: 0113 282 6102
Fax: 0113 282 1457
BAOR tel: 05751 15087
BAOR mobile 0171 5261340

UNIFORMAL

YOUR PERSONAL TAILOR
Van Dungie House, Meynell Avenue, Rothwell, Leeds LS26 ONU.

DIRECTORS : Kenneth van Dungie (mng); Lilian van Dungie (sec).
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AFF conference

New deal for families

Strategic Defence Review throws its weight behind ‘people’ issues

Report: Anthony Stone

THE Armed Forces might be undergoing
the biggest shake-up for generations, but
the Government’s commitment to Army
personnel and their families is as strong as
ever. That was the message Secretary of
State for Defence George Robertson took
to the Army Families Federation confer-
ence at the Royal Mili-
tary Academy, Sandhurst,

More than 350 guests,
including the Chief of
the General Staff, Gen
Sir Roger Wheeler, heard
the Defence Secretary
emphasise that “people
issues” formed a key part
of the Strategic Defence
Review (SDR).

“In our future deliber-
ations on the issues and
challenges facing us, the
needs of Service person-
nel and their families will
be at the heart of the
decision-making
process,” he said.

The Government had
been quick off the mark,
he told delegates. “Our
first priority was to imple-
ment the operational wel-
fare measures. These are
virtually complete; those
that affect the Army are
already done.”

He was referring to
extended telephone calls
for those on operations
in Bosnia and Kuwait,

This was Liz Sheldon’s first con-
ference in the AFF hot seat. She
might be new to the chair but
she is familiar with the problems
facing Service families, having
moved around with her husband
over the past 20 years in Cyprus,
Germany, Hong Kong, Kuwait
and the UK. Liz, above, is a keen
advocate of distance learning,
having completed a Master’s
degree with the Open University.

Her message to the confer-
ence was the need for effective
dialogue. “This is a great oppor-
tunity to communicate our ques-
tions and concerns to the most
senior policy-makers,” she said.

The next priority was to implement
non-operational welfare measures, he
said. “The Veterans’ Advice Unit is tangi-
ble evidence of our desire to adopt a
cradle-to-the-grave approach in our deal-
ings with the Service community.”

Mr Robertson announced that a
common leave allowance for all, irrespec-
tive of rank or geograph-
ical location, would be
introduced in April.

He said the Govern-
ment was also address-
ing the problems of the
former and underman-
ning. Additional logistic
and medical units
would help to reduce
overstretch in the areas
most under pressure.

Mr Robertson said he
was aware Service fami-
lies often faced difficul-
ties when dealing with
outside  organisations
and departments, par-
ticularly when going to
or from overseas tours,
or as a result of frequent
moves within the UK.

“You may sometimes
wonder whether accom-
panied service is worth
the effort. The Depar-
ment believes it is,” he
said. Mr Robertson
identified key areas of
concern arising from
accompanied service.
These included:

implemented within three weeks of SDR,
and new measures under which Service
personnel deployed continuously for
more than 11 months are entitled to an
extra rest-and-recuperation flight.

Accompanied tours stay hig

A MAJOR topic of concern at the conference
was the issue of accompanied service.

Reminding his audience of the balance that
needed to be struck between what the Army
spent on conditions of service and what it
spent on fighting capability, the Adjutant Gen-
eral, Gen Sir Alex Harley, acknowledged that
families were of crucial importance to the
human element of fighting power

“We must cater for the needs of mobile fam-
ilies and particularly during periods of separa-
tion,” he said.

He praised the AFF’'s march-out survey,
which had highlighted the concerns of wives.
A majority of those who responded wanted to
see changes to the system and thought a
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@ Current Department for Education
and Employment (DfEE) guidance on
schools admission policy in which the
needs of Service children within the UK
was not sufficiently recognised;

cleaning service should be introduced. Most
indicated they would be willing to pay for it.

The Adjutant General said a study team,
whose remit was to look at all aspects of sup-
port for accompanied service, would report
back by Easter.

“Money, as ever, will be at the heart of it, “ he
said. “It may well have a tri-Service dimension,
too. and will also involve MoD and ministers.”

EASE OVERSTRETCH

The AG said a series of measures was
being introduced to improve retention, which in
turn would ease overstretch on those serving.

He admitted that not enough notice had
been given to personnel issues in the past but
told the conference that that had changed with

® Wives being ineligible for Job
Seeker’s Allowance despite having to
move with their spouse on posting,
putting at risk the entitlement to Service
families accommodation;

® Army families being placed at the
bottom of NHS and special-needs wait-
ing lists following a posting;

® Difficulties in finding an NHS den-
tist and remaining registered.

Mr Robertson said the DfEE had for-
mally acknowledged the position of Ser-
vice children and from this should flow a
more sympathetic approach.

Why Army makes

big investment
in education

GEN Sir Alex Harley, the Adjutant General,
told delegates of the importance the Army
attaches to education to ensure Service-
men are given the best opportunity to gain
skills and maximise career development.

@ The Learning Forces initiative, linked to
the Government's wider proposals for the
Learning Age will give Service personnel
the skills they need and equip them to return
to the civilian employment market better
trained and qualified.

® Help is available through the Service
Children’s Education organisation. SCE not
only runs schools overseas but exists in the
UK to assist families with transfer between
schools on posting. Staff based at Upavon
also support parents at appeals for admis-
sions to schools and help with Special Edu-
cational Need tribunals.

® Since October, SCE has been funded
to match the Government's Nursery Educa-
tion Initiative by providing an additional
1,000 free nursery places throughout SCE
schools and pre-schools, the vast majority
of which are in Germany.

N on agenda

SDR. “The Families’ Task Force was perhaps
the most important initiative to emerge as far
as families are concerned,” he said.

Gen Harley believed the task force was
excellent news because it would be based
around a ministerial group involving other
departments,and so would be in a much better
position to take an integrated approach.

Gen Harley announced that because of the
success of the Army Welfare Service, which
has been running in Britain for two years, a
similar service would be started in Germany.
In partnership with SSAFA Forces Help, the
initiative will facilitate as seamless a transfer
as possible for families moving back and forth
to Germany.
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Issues

Veterans get
their very
own hotline

A HOTLINE for ex-Servicemen and
women will give them daily access,
at local call rates, to a dedicated
Veterans’ Advice Unit provided by
the MoD.

The long-anticipated initiative,
which emerged from the Strategic
Defence Review, is intended to pro-
vide a source of informed and prac-
tical advice to the estimated 15
million veterans and dependants in
the United Kingdom.

Launching the unit last month,
Armed Forces Minister Doug Hen-
derson said some people found it
difficult to adjust to life outside the
Armed Forces and missed the sup-
port given by the Services’ duty of
care.

“It is often said that the hardest
part of re-entering life in civvy
street is not knowing who to turn to
for that guidance or support,” he
said.

The VAU aimed to maximise the
impact to ex-Service personnel of
current healthcare, social, welfare
and other services provided by
Government departments, agen-
cies and non-governmental organi-
sations.

STAFFED BY WOs

It would be staffed by experi-
enced warrant officers chosen for
their abilities to communicate
across all sections of Service back-
ground.

“They have been specifically
trained in telephone communica-
tion skills and have served attach-
ments to the Royal British Legion’s
Legionline and the SSAFA Forces
Help enquiry line to learn at first
hand from their experience in this
field,” said Mr Henderson.

In setting up the unit, consulta-
tions had involved other Govern-
ment departments, including the
War Pensions Agency, local author-
ity social services, and welfare
bodies such as the Royal British
Legion, Combat Stress and SSAFA.

The VAU will take calls on 08456
020302, charged at local call rates,
from 0900 to 1700, Monday to
Friday. An answerphone service
will operate for out-of-hours

enquiries.

08456 02 03 02 L

.
Career moves

If you would like to
share a problem or offer
advice of your own,
write to Cari ¢/o Soldier,
or BFBS, BFPO 786.

I've seen a lot about

new arrangements for

resettlement. Are they really going to
make a difference? — Cpl M (BFG).

Cari replies: In a word: yes. The Career
Transition Partnership will make a
difference, even for those who already
know what they want to do. As far as I can
see, the CTP is an evolution of
the service already available to
Service folk. The range of
support is wide and the
appointment of a personal
counsellor is a big advantage.
The fact that he or she will also
be on hand after you leave the
Army is great. Even if you
know what you want to do, the
CTP may come up with ideas
that have not occurred to you.
My friend’s

husband died a little

while ago and she isn't really getting
over it. | want to help but feel | might
say the wrong thing and make her
worse. Every time she sees something
about the Army in the papers or on TV
it sets her off. — Mrs K (UK).

Cari replies: Losing a life partner is very

The season of remembrance can be diffi-
cult for those whose loss is still fresh in
the memory. It can also stir up memories in
those whose partners were taken from
them in conflicts long ago. I recall visiting
a military cemetery in Ger-
many as a young reporter
and being overwhelmed by
the sea of little white
crosses.

A year ago | watched people gather in a
tiny garden of remembrance in a Suffolk
market town. Following the death of my
own mother | sat with her mother, now
nearly 100, and talked about the family’s

Cari Roberts

difficult and your friend may never “get
over it” in the sense you mean. People learn
to live with loss, but the hole will always be
there. The most helpful thing you can do
for your friend is to be there to listen.
Birthdays, anniversaries and Christmas are
specially painful, as is Remembrance Day
for those who have been part of the Forces.

Your friend will come to terms with her
loss and, until then, you must not be afraid
of her tears nor to talk about her late
husband. Many bereaved people feel
everyone else has forgotten their loved one
simply because no one talks about them. [
recommend The Samaritans’ Book of What
to Do When You Really Want to Help But
Don’t Know How. It was written by a very
experienced counsellor, Susan Quilliam,
and is published by Transformation Press.

I'm getting

Dear Cari,
divorced

and will be living on my own
with the children so want to
get the money side right. |
might be homeless. | need
advice. - Mrs B (UK).

Cari replies: Talk to SSAFA
Forces Help among others.
Barrister Sarah Staite has
written a helpful, and detailed,
pamphlet called Divorce and its
Financial Consequences. If you are going to
lose your home, ask SSAFA about their
Stepping Stones project, which could
provide a refuge while they help you
establish a new life. Read Housing for One-
Parent Families from the National Council
of One-Parent Families, 225 Kentish Town
Road, London NW5 2L.X. And do contact
the Army Families Advice Bureau.

travels with the Army. Even with so much
time now passed, Grandma still needs to
mention my grandfather’s name to ensure
he is not forgotten. | keep his diary, written
in the trenches in the days leading up to
the Armistice, and a
rosary given him by a
French family, in my
office. On the walls

are pictures of late friends - like Anne Arm-
strong — who have inspired me. No matter
how small the act of remembrance, each is
important for those who are not forgotten
and those who remain to grow old.

® Cari Roberts presents Counterpoint on BFBS Radio

THE drive to encourage all infantry soldiers to
achieve vocational qualifications took a step
forward with the opening of a Flexible Learn-
ing and Qualifications (FLAQ) centre at Cat-
terick. The opening by Brig the Hon Seymour
Monroe, Director of Infantry, coincided with
news that more than 1,000 infantry soldiers

Infantryman’s course at Catterick.

Cpl Joe Emmerson, serving with 7 REME
Workshop in support of 4 Regiment AAC at
Wattisham, Suffolk was awarded the two-mil-

have started on a VQ programme in distribu-
tion and warehousing while on the Combat

lionth NVQ since the scheme started in 1987.

The Army’s 2 (South East) Brigade has
become the first such formation to achieve the
Investors in People national standard, while
256 (City of London) Field Hospital (Volun-
teers) has also been accredited.
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Commuta fi

scheme
Is 'not a

free loan'

From Brig A S Ritchie, Director
of Personal Services (Army)
I READ with interest Mr Davies’s letter
(Mailbag, Sept) concerning the Resettle-
ment Compensation Scheme. As

\

LEET:ST heap s it fon
alop’'t commutey. June). I st

Kenneth

86”510” advance
scheme ‘rip-oﬂ:’

Wilson

olv oo

ate housing of my family,

Headline debate: How Mr Davies’s letter appeared in Soldier’s September Mailbag

of applying for resettlement commuta-
tion, which would provide an additional
lump sum of £12,801, or by obtaining a
commercial loan of the same size. The

figures below, produced by an

the officer charged with adminis- F|8U res independent financial adviser,
tering the scheme, I am grateful l outline the costs of the various
for the opportunity to correct any [EVEQ options based on today’s prices.
misconceptions about tlhc peﬂSIOﬂ .lAnnual repayment (zfcom-
scheme, and to give clear guid- : mutation works out at £1,532.14,
ance to those approaching retire- adVance IS against £1,880.28 on a 15-year
ment wh ay be considerin : bank loan at 12'/2 per cent APR
their o;:oti:)}nsr'?ﬂl — g attr.a(:tlve and £1,547.40 oﬁ a 15-year
I fear that Mr Davies, and Opt]Oﬂ mortgage at seven per cent, not

others who have expressed con-

cerns about resettlement commutation,
do not appear fully to appreciate the pur-
pose of the scheme. The commutation
option was never designed to be a free
loan, but offers the equivalent of an
“advance” to a soldier on retirement.

And, as an advance, it beats the
costs of taking out a commercial
loan quite significantly.

The commutation scheme is purely vol-
untary and provides a tax-free lump sum
on retirement, which is then “repaid”
over the period up to the individual’s 55th
birthday. As an example, let us look at a
fictitious WO2 Smith who retires at the
age of 40. At today’s rates he would
receive a terminal grant of £24,078 and
an annual pension of £8,026.

Needing additional funding to pur-
chase a house, he investigates the options

including MIRAS relief,
® Total cost of the commutation loan is
£22,982.10, compared with £28,204.20
on the bank loan and £23,211.07 on the
mortgage. Interest on the three options is,
respectively, £10,181.10, £15,403.20 and
£10,410.

These basic figures do not, of course,
tell the whole story because the resettle-
ment commutation repayments are tax
free — tax is therefore paid only on the bal-
ance of the annual pension after the com-
mutation reduction has been made. By
contrast, the repayment of the commer-
cial loans would have to be funded from
income that has already been taxed.

To illustrate the additional benefit of
commutation to our WO2 Smith:

® Taking the commurtation option

Armed Forces pension to be reviewed

A MAJOR review of the Armed Forces
Pension Scheme has been announced by
the Government. It will be carried out by
the MoD, with the Treasury and the Gov-
ernment Actuary’s Department.

Armed Forces Minister Doug Hender-
son said: “The AFPS has stood the Ser-
vices in good stead for many years, but

Kingswood Grange, the Combat Stress
(Ex-Services Mental Welfare Society) home
near Reigate, is to close by the end of Sep-
tember 1999. Its 40 residents will be re-
housed. The decision was taken because
money from Social Services fell far short of the
average weekly cost per resident of £350, and
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there have been no major changes to the
structure of the scheme since the 1970s,
In the last 20 years there have been
important developments in the way that
pensions are provided in both the private
and public sectors, and we need to ensure
that the AFPS is in line with best modern
practice.”

income from donations was insufficient to
make up the shortfall to maintain the society’s
standards.

Celle Station kindergarten in Trenchard
Barracks, Celle, has been accredited by the
Pre-School Learning Alliance

would result in his annual pension being
reduced by £1,532 a year to £6,494.
After tax (at 23 per cent), it would leave
him with £5,000 a year in hand.

® If instead he funded a commercial
loan out of the full pension, WO2 Smith
would be left with less in hand each year.
After tax, the full pension of £8,026
would be worth £6,180. After paying for
the bank loan of £1,880 a year, he would
be left with only £4,300 a year. Alterna-
tively, after paying the mortgage loan, the
net figure would be £4,633 a year.

ATTRACTIVE OPTION

While these figures clearly indicate that
resettlement commutation is an attractive
option, I would emphasise to those con-
sidering taking the commutation option
that it is entirely voluntary and that it
must be taken within a year of leaving the
Army. More importantly, however, the

value of the commutation option

depends very much on the personal
circumstances of the individual.

Although your regimental administra-
tion office will be able to advise on the
procedure for applying for resettlement
commutation, the decision to do so must
be yours alone.

My strong advice to anyone
approaching retirement is to seek
independent financial advice before
applying for resettlement commuta-
tion. It is a good scheme, but it will
not suit everyone.

'Useful numbers

Army Benevolent Fund 0171 581 8684
Army Families Federation 01980 615525
Confidential support lines:

UK 0800 731 4880
Germany 0131 827 395
Cyprus 080910865

Ex-Services Mental Welfare Society
(Combat Stress) 0181 543 6333
Gulf Veterans Association

0191 230 1065

RBL'’s Legionline 0345 725 725
Samaritans 0345 90 90 90

Service Children’s Education
01980 618244

Services Cotswold Centre 01225 810358
SSAFA Forces Help 0171 403 8783
Veterans’ Advice Unit 08456 020302
WRVS 01235 442954
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Blond ambition: Cpl Chris Bessey with the Commonwealth light-middleweight gold medal

Gold stri

WITH his hair specially dyed blond for
the occasion, light-middleweight Cpl
Chris Bessey proved he was head-and-
shoulders above the competition with a
stylish victory in the Commonwealth
Games in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
Bessey (27 Transport Regiment RLC),
who captained England’s boxing team,
has proved himself one of the finest ama-
teur fighters of his generation. He has
been Combined Services champion seven
times and won four national titles. His
Commonwealth medal ranks among the
peaks of a career that has already earned
him an MBE for his services to boxing.
Back at Aldershot after defeating Cana-
dian Scott Macintosh in the final, Bessey
told Soldier: “I watched the final on TV
and it looked different from how I remem-
bered it. I was behind after the third round
but it didn’t feel like it. When I got to the
end of the bout I was not that tired. I am
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not saying it was not a hard bout, but it
was more tactical than physical.”

The judges scored the final 4-4, 8-8, 11-
13, 16-14, 20-15. Bessey had already had
a tough draw in the competition, but
could count on vocal support from his
father and brother who travelled from
home to cheer him on.

“The first bout was difficult because I
boxed against Kevin Short who is a Welsh
Guard and on the Army team,” he said.
“It was awkward.”

When Bessey returned to the Maida
Gym at Aldershot, a pile of congratulato-
ry cards were waiting for him. Among
them was an invitation to box in America
in mid-November. By the look of anticipa-
tion on his face, you'd think he had just
received a party invitation.

“That means getting back into training
in the next couple of days,” he said. You
could tell he just could not wait.

Champion again

THIS year’s British Army Water Ski
Association competition at the national
water sports centre at Nottingham had an
inter-Service feel about it with the Royal
Navy and Royal Marines being
represented. The overall title was taken by
Capt Gavin Whitehead (AAC) for the
third consecutive year. Next year there are
moves to organise a proper tri-Service
event.

Runners wanted

A CHARITY which raises funds for deaf
people is looking for unsponsored runners
in the 1999 London Marathon. The
charity also has a few guaranteed
marathon places for runners who can
raise at least £750. If you are interested,
write to Jan Harris, giving brief details
about your running experience and a bit
about yourself, at Hampshire, Isle of
Wight, and Channel Islands Association
for Deaf People, 18 Augustine Road,
Southampton SO14 OPL (tel 01703
226803).

Sevens kick off

THE Light Dragoons held a seven-a-side
competition at Sipovo in Bosnia and
attracted 12 teams from eight units across
the MND (SW) area. The final of the
plate competition was fought out between
MND (SW) and 1 Royal Horse Artillery,
with 1 RHA running out the eventual
winners. The final of the cup competition
was fought out between the 2nd
Barttalion, The Royal Green Jackets and
The Light Dragoons, with the
Greenjackets winning by the narrowest of
margins.

Marathon efforts

TWO teams from 38 Engineer Regiment
entered the Royal Engineers’ half
marathon at Long Marston Engineer
Park. Both teams completed the course
within lhr 33min. The regiment’s fastest
man was LCpl Nick Ward, of 11 Field
Squadron, who came in seventh overall
with a time of 1hr 18min.

Munster fun

THE Fun Run and Marathon Club of
the 1st Barttalion, Irish Guards was
formed when the soldiers arrived in
Munster earlier this year. Aptly named
The Munster Flyers, the club is the
brainchild of Maj Chris Davies (AGC
(SPS)), who has 20 marathons under his
trainers.



HOW MUCH WOULD YOU PAY
TO CLEAR YOUR GARDEN?

.

Hopefully you will never be asked this question.

But our soldiers are frequently involved in these
dangerous operations and sometimes they are
injured or even pay with their lives.

The debt we owe them 1s beyond measure.

This is your chance to help those soldiers and
ex-soldiers and their families, who now find
themselves in need.

Don’t you think that a donation, a covenant or
a legacy to the Army Benevolent Fund is an
appropriate way of saying to our soldiers — thank you

for being there when you were needed?

THE ARMY
BENEVOLENT
FUND

London SW7 5HR.

would like to make a donation

‘ | would like information on covenants and legacies
| Signature ==t
| Name —
| Postcode .

| | enclose a cheque/PO or debit my credit card Visa/Mastercard/CAF card number ~
| I I T
B EE ]

| Amount _ i

|
|
|
|
| Address . |
|
|
|
|
|

Data Protection Act: We may occasionally wish to contact you about our work

MOFFATS SCHOOL
for BOYS & GIRLS 4 to 13 +

A happy family school in beautiful countryside
on the SHROPSHIRE/WORCESTERSHIRE border
proud of our long association with Service families

* Over 90% of our pupils are full boarders

* Small classes; high all-round achievement without stress

® Expert help and support for dyslexia and other special needs

® Classwork balanced by many activities incl. music, art & drama
® All games and riding taught in our 100-acre grounds

® Qur own escorts to and from major stations and all U.K. airports
* Hospitality and fun for children in at half-terms and exeats

¢ INTELLIGENCE CORPS SCHOLARSHIP & SERVICE BURSARIES

Kinlet Hall
Nr Bewdley Tel: (01299) 841230

Worces DY12 3AY

THE
DUKE OF YORK’S
ROYAL MILITARY SCHOOL

DOVER

@ Exclusively for the sons and daughters of members and
retired members of the British Army, RAF and
RIN/RM.

@ 495 pupils 11+ to 18 all boarders, 110 Sixth Formers.

@ Caring family atmosphere.

@ Pupil : Teacher ratio 10 : 1. Average class size 16.

@ Excellent record in GCSE, GCE A Level, Advanced
vocational courses and in the numbers entering
university.

® Low fees of /285 per term whether serving or retired.

@ Ask about the value added dimension to our academic
work.

Further enquiries fo:

Headmaster
The Duke of York’s School
Dover CT15 5EQ
Phone: (01304) 245024
Fax: (01304) 245019
E-mail: duke@easynet.co.uk

| Please mention SOLDIER when replying to advertisements |

THE

COLLECTION

Railway Archive

‘Were you serving at Longmoor in 1968 or 19697

Ivo Peters, the well-known railway photographer, filmed at Longmoor twice in 1968: when David
Shepherd’s 9F and Standard Class 4 arrived on the line and later in the year on September 28 on an
Open Day. He visited again on July 5, 1969 on the occasion of the last Longmoor Railway Open Day.
Volume 19 in the Ivo Peters Collection covers these and many other general railway happenings in
1968 and 1969 with an emphasis on steam.

This video should be available at the end of November from your usual stockist, or you can obtain it
directly from Julian Peters by sending £19.95 (cheque made payable to Major J Peters) to:

The Ivo Peters Collection,

PO Box 1815, Trowbridge, Wiltshire BA14 6YA.

(NTSC and SECAM formats also available. Overseas prices and list of all 19 volumes available on

request.)
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Full charge: Loose forward Cpl Eddie Dean races through the 38 Engr defence. QDL came close to victory but their kicking let them down

Sappers engineer

38 Engr Regt 30, QLR 28
A DOUBLE-headed finals day produced
high drama and passionate emotions on a
great day of rugby league at Chatham,
writes WO1 Steve Tranter.

The team from 38 Engineer Regiment
made it through to the final by beating the
holders of the Army Cup, 1 Roval School
of Military Engineering in the semi-finals.
Their opponents were the 1st Battalion,
The Queen’s Lancashire Regiment, who
overcame The Royal Dragoon Guards to
book their place.

A great final was in prospect and the
crowd was not disappointed. Two well-
matched teams got stuck in from the whis-
tle, with 38 Engr the first to settle into
their stride. They made the initial break-
through, catching 1 QLR out in their own
20 metres and scoring after five minutes.

The Lancashires responded well, but
after concerted pressure conceded anoth-
er try which was converted to make the
score 10-0. The infantrvmen responded
with two tries but failed to convert either,
a weakness which was to prove their undo-
ing.

It seemed the pattern of the match had
been set, with the sappers managing to
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keep their noses in front while the QLR
were on the back foot. But with five min-
utes of normal time remaining, and with
38 Engr in front by three points, forward
pressure from the QLR paid off and Pte
Chris Buckley burst through to score the
try of the match and square the score at
20-20. Crucially, the conversion was
missed.

The next few minutes were crucial to
the outcome of the match as 38 Engr’s
man of the match, Sgt Andy Fell, led the
way with outstanding defensive play.

Just before extra time, QRL’s Sgt John
Sherriff had a chance to win the game with

Lancashire misery

a drop goal — but it floated inches wide. In
view of the earlier failures to convert tries
it would be cruel to say that the match
hinged on that kick. By the final whistle
they were to rue the fact that they had
missed every conversion.

[t was the first time an Army Cup final
had gone into extra time and it was a tes-
tament to the fitness of both sides that the
pace never let up. The sappers dug deep
into their reserves of grit and determina-
tion to score the winning try for a final
score of 30 - 28,

The Army Cup was presented to 38
Engr by Lt Gen Scott Grant.

Paras prevail to

win Army Shield

THE Cup Final crowd was treated to a cur-
tain-raiser for the Army Shield between
the 2nd Battalion, The Parachute Regi-
ment and 2 Signal Regiment.

The signallers had been unlucky last
year when they reached the semi-finals
only to be knocked out by the eventual
winners, 1 QLR. Formed this season, 2
Para’s team had already announced their
arrival with a victory over one-time Army

Cup winners and current infantry champi-
ons, 1 Para, on their way to the final.

The Army Shield match was a see-saw
affair with neither side gaining a signifi-
cant advantage. The paras held on to win
by a try and a conversion, with the final
score of an evenly-contested match
standing at 44 points to 38.

Maj Gen Simon Lytle, Director, Army
Sport Control Board, presented the trophy.
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PARAGLIDING

High-flier: Maj (Retd)

View to a thrill

THE Army have been flying high all year
since winning the Joint Services Alpine
paragliding championships.

But their dream of retaining the title was
grounded when their arch rivals, the Royal
Air Force, pipped them.

The action took place at the British
Forces Paragliding Centre at Kranzegg in
the Allgaii region of Bavaria.

Twenty-six competitors travelled from
within British Forces Germany and from
Northern Ireland, Kinloss and Chatham.

Entrants competed as individuals in
their own class and as Service and corps
teams.

Paragliding is a comparatively new
sport. Clubs were initially known as
ascending parachute associations, as the
canopies were originally derived from

those wused in free-fall parachuting.
Canopies have now developed and can be
flown several hundred kilometres with
flight times of up to eight hours.

The competition, sponsored by Rover
Deutschland Gmbh, opened with groups
allocated tasks related to their ability and
experience.

For the open class this involved flying
cross-country to a series of checkpoints
using thermals to gain the height required.
The intermediate class completed a simi-
lar task, with the emphasis on staying air-
borne for as long as possible. The novices’
task was to carry out set exercises required
to gain the club pilot rating with points
allocated accordingly.

Team positions were: 1, RA; 2, REME;
3, RLC; 4. R Sigs; 5, AG0.

MARATHON

Paras do it with
their boots on

RUNNING the Manchester marathon did
not present enough of a challenge for five
determined blister-busters from A Compa-
ny, 1 Para. They decided to do it carrying
351b in rucksacks, while wearing combat
trousers and boots.

“The course was not too bad, but it was
a bit cheeky,” Lt Nick Hook told Soldier.
“We weren’t used to tabbing on concrete.
Towards the latter stages, we were getting a
bit stiff but there was fantastic support
from the crowd.”

The runners were doing it as part of a
curtain raiser for a KAPE tour of Man-
chester and surrounding areas. The other
four members of the team were Cpl Joe
Madden, Pte Stewart Gardner, Pte Simon
Patterson and Cpl Graham Tomlinson.
They crossed the finishing line together in
5hr 4 1min.

The Army marathon was run within the
Manchester race. There were 115 entries
and 89 finished. Sgt Andy Arrand (Depot
Trg RLC) won the men’s race in Zhr
23min. Sgt Sonia Hurst (SEME Bordon)

took the women’s race in 3hr 25 min.
BRSUNG. o ]
Hooked on fishing

CAPT Catherine Bell has been bitten by
the angling bug hook, line and sinker, and
is proving herself at the highest level.

She took part in the World Carp Classic
at Lac du Madine in the Champagne
region of France and finished 13th in a
field of 140 of Europe’s top carp anglers.
She was the only woman taking part.

Capt Bell, a member of the Army Prose-
cuting Authority based at RAF Uxbridge,
said: “It becomes a question of tactics and
of cunning and endurance, of knowing
how to locate that one fish and, having
found it, how to get it to pick up the one
bait that has got my hook attached.”

Army paddlers sink RAF’s hopes

THERE was a renaissance in Army for-
tunes at this vear’s Inter-Service canoe
slalom championships, staged at Grand
Tully on the River Tay in Scotland.

Since 1974 the championships at this
level have been dominated by the Royal
Air Force.

Although they achieved a tie in 1990
Army paddlers were unable to consolidate
and during the following years the airmen
continued to master the event.

This vear was very different. Under the
captaincy of Lt Peter Francis, the Army

fielded its strongest, most competent team
for many years. The top paddlers were
expected to do well, but the key to success
lay in the middle and lower fields, and it
was here that the two-day event was won.

The Tay at Grand Tully was very high
and provided outstanding conditions, with
a series of intimidating rapids favouring
the aggressive Army paddlers.

Lt Francis took the men’s kayak title
for the second vear in succession, which
he hopes will boost his Olympic team
aspirations.

Lt Francis, Inter-Services kayak champion
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Target marksmen have

world in their sights

ARMY marksman WO2 Paul Quilliam
(QMSI), who competed in the Common-
wealth Games in Kuala Lumpur, has
already set his sights on the next games, in
Manchester in 2002.

Quilliam, who represented the Isle of
Man in open full-bore target rifle shoot-
ing, is now looking for a partner so he can
also compete in the pairs.

“The problem is the Isle of Man doesn’t
have a full-bore range any more,” he said.
“The only hope of filling a Common-
wealth Games team with full-bore shoot-
ers is picking someone from the Army who
is interested in shooting.”

Quilliam’s was a successful sortie to the
East, considering the very high standard of
competition.

“Iwas 19th in a field of 44. As that is the
top 50 per cent, I was very happy. The
facilities in Malaysia were second to none,
although it was very hot — 34C with 95 per
cent humidity.”

Back home, Quilliam keeps up a rigor-
ous practice schedule, getting in as much
shooting as he can.

“From the first time I picked up arifle, I
could shoot,” he said. “It is like people
who can play the piano at a young age. It
was the same with me. I had the ability to
shoot. I was leagues above other people
and it’s just carried on from there.

“Alot of it is to do with temperament. If
you throw your hand in after the first two
shots because you have not had a bullseye,
that could ruin it. You have to carry on
with dogged determination. If you drop
your first point you have to say to yourself
‘I will finish with a 49 out of 50.

“You get 45 seconds to fire each shot so
you are under a little bit of pressure.”

r D
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Hot shot: WO2 Paul Quilliam with one of the targets he used in

the Commonwealth Games

We are the team to beat

ARMY target shooting is a great suc-
cess story. Lt Col (Retd) Patrick
Chambers, captain of the Army
combat shooting team, told Soldier:
“In the combat shooting world we are
at the top. We are the team to beat.

“We don’t win everything we go in
for but we win 75 per cent of our com-
petitions, individual and team.

“We are still setting the standard on
the world combat shooting circuit,
which has about 35 nations competing
at various venues around the world.

“As far as the target shooting is

concerned we are up there. It’s
arguably the only sport which has a
regular  top-grade international
shooting programme.

“Both on the combat shooting side,
and the target shooting side, we are
regularly competing against the Eng-
land team. And on clay target we are
regularly competing internationally.

“The huge kudos that the British
Army gets by competing and winning
abroad at these international shooting
competitions really does enhance our
reputation as a professional army.”

Skydiving team has head in the clouds but feet on the ground

THE Army four-way skydiving team
might have their heads in the clouds a lot
of the time — but they know the impor-
tance of solid preparation.

So before the team took part in the For-
mation Skydiving World Cup in Evora,
Portugal they went to northern Spain to
get in some training.

The team comprised Maj Dave Tyler
(RLC), Capt Brad Reader (ACF), Lt
Alastair Macartney (RLC), Sgt Ian Cash-
man (PWRR) and LCpl Wayne Thomas
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(RG]). The Army jumpers were up
against the best in the world, with 33 four-
way teams and ten eight-way teams regis-
tered.

Lt Macartney said: “We scored 16
points in the official practice round and
looked set to have a good meet. At the
same time we teamed up with the Dutch
to enter the eight-way event. We did this
without any training jumps together.

“It proved to be great fun mixing with
another nation like this, especially in the

skydive phase. There was a great atmos-
phere throughout the whole competition,
with ex-world champions and other great
skydivers eager to share their knowledge
and helping where possible.

“We were placed 22nd in the competi-
tion which, though quite a good perfor-
mance considering that most of the teams
above us are full-time professionals, we
felt could have been better.”

The team is now looking forward to the
UK nationals in 2000.

Picture: Terry Champion



NEED A CV?

For free details contact the

BEA
PROFESSIONAL BODYGUARD

EREEREPORT g | | RGN
GETS YOU STARTEDI Ii-zcé‘(; D:,.Jdl

Sutton Coldfield
West Midlands
B73 6PA
0121-355 2187

SERVICES,

CALL OUR 24HR HOTLINE
NOW! ON: 0171-644-3075

Or write to:
ELITE MARKETING, DEPT(S)

C.V. EXPRESS

Confidential Consultations, Advice, Draft & Master ‘ Appralsals
15¢ Storage & Re-Type Services, over 1T
1 more than 20 different Media wrltlng
ypes available. Complete package Updares
pro \n\ ng Unbeatable Quality

For an Information Pack
please Phone or Write to:
Mr MacDonald
101 Market Place, South Cave,
Brough, East Yorkshire HU15 2AS8
Tel/Fax: 01430 423758 (Open 7 days a week)

plus much more from the leading
HM Forces oriented CV specialist.
For a FREE Info Pack - Write or Call

SERVICE CV

P. 0. BOX 2112, MITCHAM,
SURREY CR4 1QY, UK
EXCITING! REWARDING! CHALLENGING!

AIRPORT SECURITY &
SERVICES JOBS YACANT

Transport & Training Services Ltd

Certificate of Professional Competence -
Road Transport

We offer a six day intensive course
quarterly for the RSA CPC National
Modules A + B here in the North West
of England.
Accommodation can be arranged.
This qualification is a must for your
career development especially if you

.Ellglble for Resettlement? !

,Lookmg for a guaranteed job? !('

'Wa nt a decent rate of pay in

s ish t hicles.
:5ecurity or services? ﬁ’: T D opemteyourown e
1 1 E e
[ 7 I Proposals in the new EU directive
: . Sract: ! indicate that the British tick-test is
I Melanie Garnett @ TASK 1 too easy and will be changed to the
: 22-26 Albert Embankment : more exacting German report-type
: e i [ B e tor sho ruoh as p
wal r e rush as places are
: Tel: 0171 582 9205 : T f‘ e P
: Fax: 0171 793 1455 : Contact Jim Harkins on 019256 55m
AL (e A N a Fax: 01926 850269 for further details

World CHALLENGE
EXPEDITIONS

EXPEDITION LEADER PROGRAMME

Would you like to lead a four-week course overseas adventurous training
expedition to South America, Africa or Asia in 1999 or 2000?

Ideally, you will be at least 24 years old with some expedition experience
(mountain or jungle), preferably in the developing world and be capable of
attaining a Mountain Leader Training Board Summer Award or equivalent.

All Service personnel retain duty status.
For more information see DCL.

For further information and the opportunity to attend a free training course to
assess your suitability, please contact:
Ros Chenery on 0181 961 1122 and quote ref LR2

(E-mail: welcome@ world-challenge.co.uk)

Expedition fees and expenses paid.

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

(GUARD SERVICE

Are yvou over 18? Interested in joining the Ministry of Defence
Guard Service as a Civilian Security Officer Grade 57

Career opportunities (for both men and women) now exist in the
Aldershot area.

Duties include checking identification of personnel, patrols inside
and outside buildings and checking vehicles moving in and out of
the area. Opportunities may exist to transfer to the dog handling sec-
tion.

Excellent benefits package inc 25 days paid leave and non-
contributory pension scheme.

Salary Scale: £8353 — After training £9061 rising to £11567 pa plus
shift allowance and weekend premiums

All new entrants will be required to pass a medical examination and
successtully complete a foundation course. Must be prepared to
work shift rosters (including night duty) as required
Contact: Civil Admin Office,

HQ 5 Ab Bde & Aldershot Garrison.
Arnhem Barracks,Aldershot
Telephone: 01252 340038/340039

THE MOD IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

DEPT (A). 2 TERN GARDENS,

Please mention SOLDIER when
replying to advertisements

Tel/Fax: 01752 344842 (24 hrs)

} PLYMOUTH. PL7 2HZ

CLOSE PROTECTION

Excel Protection have been providing Bodyguards to
the rich and famous for over 10 years. We also train
Bodyguards. We could train YOU for a new career, call
or write for our free information pack.
Excel Protection, The Coach House, West Street,
Epsom, Surrey KT18 7RL
Tel: 01372 72 02 52

THE SPECIALIST POOL ROYAL ARTILLERY

Job Sartisfaction
Regular Army Pay Rates
Tax Free Bounty

Low Commitment
Minimum Annual Obligation
Only 19 days

JOIN THE GUNNERS AS A ‘SPECIALIST® YVOLUNTEER

Ex Regular and TA Personnel All Arms and Services wanted for Training and Employment as:
Watchkeeper Arty Operations Rapier Missile Systems Operators
Ta Operator Arty Intelligence - Command Post Assistants vsa
e and various other trades. B
Major M. I. Weston RA (V), CVHQ RA, RA Barracks, Woolwich, London SE18 4BB

Tel: 0181 781 3422. Fax: 0181 781 3113

R Erances Clarke L.

Are you leaving the Services within the next 3/6 months?
Do you want to become a member of an expanding professional
retail security company?

High calibre staff are required to work in prestigious stores in
London and throughout the UK.
# Excellent rates of pay 4 Training 4 Company benefits @
% Promotion opportunities ¢

For further details and an application form telephone:
“}; Personnel Department on 01642 240999 SITG

‘v;'v’ ARE YOU INTERESTED IN THE EPIC EVENTS OF
F THE ZULU WAR, ISLANDLWANA AND RORKE’S DRIFT?
/\;RDID YOU KNOW YOU CAN TAKE A DEGREE COURSE IN THE
SUBJECT OF THE ANGLO-ZULU WAR OF 1879?
FOR DETAILS OF THE SOCIETY OR A PROSPECTUS,
PLEASE CONTACT:
The Registrar
The Anglo Zulu War Historical Society
Woodbury House
Woodchurch Road
Tenterden

Kent TN30 7AE
Tel: 01580 765856 Eiease quote Ref: BB

| Web site: www.web-marketing co.uk/anglozuluwar
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Cross purpose: Sgt Joyce Reid (17

Port and Maritime RLC) lines up a cross during the

Army women’s football team’s 2-1 victory over the Royal Air Force at Aldershot in the
Crown Services competition. Team manager Maj Mark Haley said: “This is usually a tough
fixture so it was good that the team managed to get off to a winning start to the season.”

Army has clear
vision in Hayes

Middlesex 2, Army 3
THE Army produced probably their best
performance of the season to overcome a
useful Middlesex side at Haves. The game
got off to an electrifying start with goals at
both ends in the opening three minutes,
writes Derrick Bly.

Middlesex attacked down their left and
as the cross came into the crowded box,
the Hayes striker slammed the ball into
the Army’s net, with Army goalkeeper Sgt
Daisy May a spectator.

Sgt Tosh Williams’s long ball reached
Cfn Chris Ashurst, who fired home to
provide the perfect Army response.

Williams suffered an injury towards the
end of the half and was taken off.

With five minutes of the first half
remaining, Middlesex took the lead after
an uncertain clearance from May caught
the Army back four out of position. The

SOLDIER November 1998

‘keeper atoned for the mistake by saving
superbly from the Middlesex striker.

After the break coach WOQO2 Steve
Cotter introduced LCpl Dave Hope and
Prte Steve Carter for Sheldon and Ashurst
and the Army got back on level terms
straight from the kick-off. A long ball out
of defence reached Carter who sprinted
forward to head the ball over the Middle-
sex ‘keeper.

Carter was now in rampant mood and
got on the end of a couple of long balls.
But despite creating openings for himself
he could not finish the job and blasted his
shots wide. His hard work eventually paid
off on 70 minutes when he was clean
through, only to be brought down by the
goalkeeper.

The referee pointed to the spot and Cpl
John Wills coolly tucked the penalty away
to earn the Army an upset win.

FOOTBALL

HM Prison
Service
locked out

Army 3, HM Prison Service 1
THE Army chose their first appearance
this season at the Military Stadium, Alder-
shot to chalk up their first win in a fixture
which is traditionally a stiff test. This
encounter was no exception.

Prison Service opened well and were in
front after 17 minutes when a mistake at
the back left ’keeper Sgt Daisy May picking
the ball out of the net. This was the jolt the
Army needed and from that point looked
the better side. Cpl Shelly Sheldon had a
superb shot saved, which sounded a warn-
ing of things to come. Ashurst broke down
the right, cut inside and hit an excellent
shot into the corner of the Prison Service’s
net to level the scores.

After the break the Army maintained
control and Cpl John Wills, Cfn Chris
Ashurst and Sheldon received good sup-
port from Sgt Tosh Williams, Pte Lee
Badrock and Sgt Paul Tagg in midfield.

The Army went ahead on 65 minutes
when a Wills free kick saw Tagg rise above
the visitors’ defence to power home an
unstoppable header just under the bar.
Tagg repeated the dose eight minutes from
time, bulleting his header from a Wills
corner into the net.

Experiment founders

Army 0, Carshalton 3
CARSHALTON took the lead on the half
hour against an Army side that was experi-
menting with a number of triallists. Lee
Kirby scored with a well-struck shot from
outside the penalty area following a corner
from the right. The Army forwards posed
little threat and L.Cpl Ginge Lynch pro-
duced the only shot to trouble the Carshal-
ton goal.

The Army made several substitutions at
half-time and had much more of the game
as a result. But their forwards failed to cap-
italise on several good chances. Carshalton
made sure of the game, scoring twice in
two minutes towards the end.

Cheshire wins sixes

A SPIRITED team from 1 Cheshire beat 9
Sup Regt RLC 3-2 to win the Army six-a-
side football title at Aldershot. Fifteen
teams produced 192 goals between them
and 9 Sup Regt won the Thorpe Trophy by
scoring 23 goals in seven group games.

@



Playstation™

AMAZING
PAD
GREAT
PRICE
ONLY
£14.99
/ 7 4 ' 7 | &
MAX PLAY
OWN BRAND ACCESSORIES

PSX DUAL SHOCK £14.99 N64 256K MEMORY CARD £4.99

PSX 1MB MEMORY CARD £4.99 N64 1MB MEMORY CARD £7.99

PSX 8MB MEMORY CARD £14.99 N64 AUDIO VIDEO CABLE £4.99

PSX EXTENSION CABLE £4.99 N64 EXTENSION CABLE £4.99

PSX RGB SCART CABLE £4.99 N&4 RGB SCART £4.99

PSX STEREQ SCART £4.89 N&4 PRO PAD £14.99

PSX LINK CABLE £4.99 N64 THUNDER PACK £7.99

PSX SCART+AV CONNECTOR  £4.99

PSX JOYSTICK £12.99 SATURN EXTENSION CABLE  £4.99

PSX LIGHT GUN £14.99 SATURN RGB SCART CABLE £4.89

PSX PRO PAD £4.99

PSX TURBO PAD £4.99 SNES + MEGADRIVEPADS  £3.50

PSX MOUSE & MAT £14.99

PSX RF UNIT £6.99

PSX MOUSE &
MAT £14.99

TURBO PRO PAD ESERE)

N64 CARDS £4.99 & £7

N64 PADS

CARDS
ONLY
£4.99

3 FOR£12.99

PLEASE CALL !

FOR THE
LATEST
PLAYSTATION
& N64
RELEASES

MAX PLAY

ORDER LINE TEL: 01929 550232 FAX: 01929 550885

Unit 1 & 2 The Omega Centre,

Sandford Industrial Estate, Sandford Lane,
Wareham, Dorset BH20 4DY, England.

PLAYSTATION GAMES

ACTUA SOCCER... £14.99
ADDIDAS POWER INT 97 .. £15.99
AIR COMBAT....... £17.99

ALIEN TRILOGY

ALLUNDRA .. £29.99
ARK OF TIME.. £14.99
AYRTON KART DUE £28.99
BABY UNIVERSE .. £34.99
BATMAN FOREVER £19.99
BATMAN & ROBIN. £32.99
BEAST WARS. £32.99
BLAST RADIUS... .CALL
BOOD OWMEN L £19.99
BRIAN LARA .. .CALL
BUG RIDERS .. £19.99
BUSHIDO BLA £29.99
BUST AMOVE 2. £17.99
C + C RETALIATI £34.99
GABPER ..o il £14.99
CIRCUIT BREAKER £19.99
CLAYFIGHTERS . .CALL
CLOCK TOWER....... £28.99
COLIN McRAE RAL £33.99
COLONY WARS...... £19.99
COOL BOARDERS 2 £24.99

COURIER CRISIS....
CRASH BANDICOO
CRIME KILLER

CRITICAL DEP £19.99
CREE £19.99
DEAD BALL ZO £29.99
DEAD OR ALIVE £29.99
DESCENT ... £14.99

DESCENT 2 £16.99
DESTRUCTI £17.99
DIABLO ... £32.99
DIE HARD TRILO £17.99
DUKE NUKEM......... £22.99
DYNASTY WARRIO £17.99
EVERYBODYS GOLF . £29.99

EXPLOSIVE RACING .

HEART OF DARKNE
INTERNATIONAL MOTOR X

IS5 FRO ... £16.99
JERSEY DEVIL £19.09
J.JOHNSON AMERICAN FOOTBALL ....CALL

JONA LOMU RUGBY ...
JURASIC PARK LOST WORLD
KINGSFIELD .
KULA WORLD

KURUSHI ........ccccouveune. £24.99
LITTLE BIG ADVENTUR £14.99
MADDEN NFL 98 .......... £26.99
MADDEN NFL99 ......... ..CALL
MAGIC THE GATHERING ... £19.99
MARVEL SUPER HEROES . £24.99
MASS DESTRUCTIONS £21.99
MDK y £17.99
MEN IN BLACK . £31.99

MEGAMAN LEGE
MICRO MACHINES .
MORTAL KOMBAT 3
MORTAL KOMBAT TRILOG
MORTAL KOMBAT 4 ..

| R "'""""'"""“'""'"""T'o'e;'g';a'cﬁ'pﬁ&? """ Fr'lEe"'!
L [ T o i b :
I 1
e e i
| Signature................ et 7 [ PR et d i
L i
| Cash [] Cheque [] Postal Order [] Card [ - !
| MasterCard [] Visa [] Delta [] Switch [] el bl 11 !
LCﬂfd Neo. (OOOOO0O0OOOO0O0OC0 Expiry Date 101/ 0] Total j

MOTOR HEAD
MOTOR MASH ..

MOTOR RACER £23.99
NANOTECK WAR £19.99
NBALIVE 98 .. £29.99

NBA PRO 98 ..

£36.99
NUCLEAR STRIKE £21.99
ODDWORLD ..... £19.99
OLYMIC SOCCER . £14.99
PRAPPA THE RAPP! £15.99
PAX CORPUS £19.99
PGA TOUR 98 £28.99
PITFALL 3D £19.99
POEDC £17.99
POINT BLAN £28.99
POCKET FIGHTE .CALL

RAGE RACER

RAPID RACER £19.99
RASCAL ... £29.99
RAY STORM £17.99
RESIDENT EVI £17.99

RIDGE RACER ...
RIDGE RACER R
ROAD RASH 3D
ROCK & ROLL R
R-TYPE ..

SHADOW M
SIM CITY 2000 ..
SKULL MONKEY

SOVIET STRIKE
SPAWN .........
SPOTGOES T
STEEL REIGN

STREET FIGHTER ... £17.99
STREET FIGHTER EX £24.99
SUIKODEN ... £17.99
SUPER FOOTBALL CHAMI £16.99
SUPER MATCH SOCCER £19.99
SUPER PUZZLE FIGHTER £19.99
TEKKEN ... £17.99
TEKKEN 2 £18.99
TEKKEN 3 £36.99

TEST DRIVE £22.99
TEST DRIVE OFF £27.99
TETRIS PLUS . £24.99
TIME SHOCK PINBAL £19.99
TOBAL . £16.99

TOCA TOURING CAR
TOKYO HIGHWAY BATT
TOMB RAIDER 1 ...
TOMB RAIDER 2
TOTAL DRIVIN

TRASHIT ...

VBALL ..
N RALLY 8

VIGALANTE 8 ...
VIRTUAL POOL
WARCRAFT 2 ..
WARCRAFT 2
WAR GAMES
WARZONE 21
WAYNE GRETZKY
WCWNITRO ........
WING OVER .
WIPEQUT 209
WRECKING CRE
WWF IN YOUR HOUS
WWF WAR ZONE .
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COMPETITION 684

Frank Finch has made ten
changes in detail to one of
his drawings taken from our
archive. Circle the differ-

ences in the lower image, cut

out the whole panel, add
your name and address and
send to HOAY 684, Soldier,
Ordnance Road, Aldershot,
GU11 2DU by November
s

A photocopy is acceptable,
but only one entry per person
may be submitted.

Do not include anything

else in your envelope.

First correct entry drawn
after the closing date will win
£100; the second and third
will receive £10 gift vouch-
ers. No correspondence can
be entered into.

The names of the winner
and runners-up will be
announced in the Janu-
ary,1999 issue.

(Name - (Give initials and rank or title)

L

(Address :

\

J

Competition No 682 (September issue): First correct entry
drawn was from Cpl N W Wright AGC (SPS), B Coy, 3 WFR,
Worksop, Notts, who wins £100. Runners-up Mrs Ann Dennis,
of Dover, Kent, and CSgt P R Haynes, A Coy, 5(V) RGJ, Ayles-
bury, each receive a £10 gift voucher. The ten differences were:
Line on tree at angle of branch; soldier’s collar, tie; ice-cream
cone; vendor’s lapel; letter B and handle on bin; bird's beak;
shape of coal-lump near cartoon bottom border.

Two years £40.00 4

Send your cheque/PO (made
payable to "SOLDIER") to:

SOLDIER,
Ordnance Road,
Aldershot,
Hants
GU112DU

SOLDIER November 1998

Magazine of the British Army

Take out a new subscription in November and
receive a free Soldier magazine binder

ADDRESS:

POSTCODE:

(PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS)

i
i
!
]
I
i
i
i UK Oneyear £23.00d BFPO Onevyear £13.800 OVERSEAS Oneyear £32.204
1
:
I
I
i
i
]
i
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L

Two years £60.0001




The History of the London Regiment Video
(inc Presentation of Colours 1997)

Ice buckets, plaques, ties, etc.
Also prints of Regimental Colours.

SAE for price list to:
Regimental Accountant,
The London Regiment,
27 St John's Hill,
Battersea,
LONDON SW11 ITT.
Tel: 0171 924 3122 Fax: 0171 414 3494

Leatherman & Gerber Worktools
Leatherman:

Supertool Standard £69.95
PST 11 Standard £54.95
Original Standard £49.95
Gerber:

MultiLock Trailrider £64.99
MultiLock Regular £59.99
MultiPlier Regular £49.99

Includes p&p to UK/BFPOs
Cheque or PO to: CONDOR SUPPLIES
East Stockwith, Lincs DN21 3DS
Tel: 01427 628089

THE GOLD WIRE BADGE COMPANY

GOLD WIRE BLAZER BADGES £10.00
FRAMED GOLD WIRE BADGES £12.00 6"x6"
WHITE COTTON GLOVES £3.50
FAIRBAIRN-SYKES COMMANDO KNIVES
(Black) £21.50
BLACK BERETS £7.00
REGIMENTAL TIES & BOWS £8.30
WHITE LEATHER GAUNTLETS £20.00
LEATHER STANDARD CARRIERS £25
BRASS INSERTS £16, PACE STICKS £60
LEATHER SWORD KNOT £7.30
ONE-OFFs, A SPECIALITY
11 Dalehead Drive, Shaw,
Oldham, Lancs OL2 BTJ.
Telephone/Fax: 01706 846648
E-Mail: robroy@lineone.net

GET
PROMOTION!

T-Shirts, Sweatshirts,
Polos, Rugby Shirts,
Hooded Tops, (@
Singlets

Baseball Hats, Ties,

Embroidered Badges

& Jumpers, Pennants,

Mugs, Sports Bags & Holdalls,
Jog/Track Suits & Shell Suits

A 'S PROMOTIONS
12 Avenue Industrial Estate
Justin Road, London E4 88U

Telephone: 0181-523 3283 *
Fax: 0181-531 7208 o8

CONCESSION PRICES. TAX FREE EXPORT & UK TAX PAID

o mtematwnai HOTLINE UK 01367 241225

(We'll call you right back)

SCE, PO BOX 177, FARINGDON, OXON, SN7 7EW, UK. e-mail: Chrysler@sce-uk.demon.co.uk

Condoms by Post

Best prices for quality condoms

and accessories.
For price list contact:
Miranda Associates Ltd,
P O Box 80, Gerrards Cross.
Bucks SL9 8QX
Credit Card Hotline: 01753 899 039

ENGRAVING

Service Available

GLOSSOP TROPHIES

ﬁManufacture Pewter Tankards, Trophies, Goblets and

Hip Flasks

"rankards engraved with Badge/Crest from £5.50 + VAT
SEND FOR OUR FREE CATALOGUE
TEL: (0114) 2765554 FAX: (0114) 2750377

" GLOSSOPS TROPHIES, 86 BROAD STREET, SHEFFIELD S2 4LE

www.miranda.co.uk

T

Driving School

(Covering Dorset)

@ FREE practical test for absolute
beginners

@ Code of Practice exceeds industry’s
standard

© Monitors instructor’s tuition quality
in four ways

@ Hourly. multiple hour, intensive and
refresher courses

@ Range of manual & automatic

geared cars
@ FREE lesson topic notes
© Range of theory test material
© Mock tests (practical)
@ Gift vouchers

For a FREE. comprehensive brochure
FREEPHONE: 0800 716 016

3¢ Westfield House,
Broad Lane,
Bramley,

EPAULETTE
SLIDES

For officers or other ranks.
With or without unit
designation.
also

DRAB
NAME TAPES

(In sets of six)
Any quantity supplied
S.A.E. for price list

Lancashire Embroidery
& Insignia Ltd
Knowsley Industrial
Park North, Kirkby,
Liverpool L33 7SA.
Phone: 0151-546 51612
Fax: 0151-549 1128

(50)

Leeds LS13 3HA

hup://www.agood.co.uk

Regal Tailors Ltd

I - Service, Price and Quality [T/
4+ Officers & Senior NCOs i
L Male and Female L

For all uniforms, Mess Dress, Suit and blazer
requirements are made to measure
We also offer a self measure service.
For more information please contact our Leeds Office.
Discount is given on bulk orders.
Interest Free Credit

N1

Gl

Tel/Fax: (0113) 2361091

E-mail: colincrane@agood.co.uk

VISTA TIES

ARE TIE MANUFACTURERS AND CAN SUPPLY
YOUR EXISTING TIE OR DESIGN YOU A NEW
ONE. PLEASE SEND US A PICTURE OF YOUR
CREST, CYPHER OR MOTIF, WE WILL POST A
FREE COLOURED YISUAL WITH A QUOTATION.
Over 300 individual Regimental Designs
held in stock.

T/ES

286 HIGH STREET, MERSTHAM,SURREY.RH1 3EA.
TEL:01737 645113 FAX:01737 6458692

REGIMENTAL

BADGES

For presentation & Commemoration
Hand Drawn or Painted

Colour or B&W A
From £25 + p&p >
Why not have your own |"“" \-‘-'d.,,(;\-'[

badge designed &
produced for a special
occasion or event?

5

[
LS P

Blythwood Drive, Frimley, (
,71;1#.‘:," E|F1 L '»

meeriey,

EMBROIDERED & PRINTED

SPORTS & LEISUREWEAR
TEES POLOS SWEATSHIRTS
SWEATERS RUGBY JERSEYS

BASEBALL CAPS TIES

AND MUCH MORE

FULL DESIGN AND PERSONALISED SERVICE
SEND FOR OUR PRICE LIST

JENKINS KNITWEAR

5 Vernon Place Northern Court

Basford Nottingham NGé ODE
Tel or Fax 0115 927 4469

November 1998 SOLDIER



EMBROIDERED LEISUREWEAR

Wide range of quality garments.
Low minimum order. Full colour brochure.
Caps & printed garments also available.
Banana Moon Workshop,
‘ 48 Old Lane,

Birkenshaw,
1 Bradford BD11 2JX

Tel: 01274 688103
Fax: 01274 652524

CARICATUYRES

GROUPS
& SINGLES
from photos
4d, ) ON-THE-SPOT
e al your event
-«;/ Visit my New 2 ol N view

& my work in cole
El http://www.caricature.co.uk
A e-mail:rick @caricature.co.uk

MIDLAND CD CLUB
Mail-Order Brass & Military Band CDs
Tor obtain owr free colowr catalogue contact us on
Tel: 0121 244 4605/6
Fax: 0121 680 9018
E-mail: sales@midland-cd-club.co.uk
www.midland-cd-club.co.uk

Bands who have CDs they would like to
see included in our catalogue, please
contact us for further details

LATEST RELEASES ALWAYS AVAILABLE

[Nome Topes €3 20

Woven up to 30 letters/spaces - Choice of BLACK
RED or NAVY lettering on White 100% Polyester

Able-LABELS
1000 self-stick labels | Black on White
Name, Address, & or £430
any words up to 6 lines | Black on Yellow

Orange, Red
Black on Gold | Black on Clear Blue, Green

£4.80 £5.95 £5.80

Personalised Luggage Strap £5-95
100 Correspondence Cards £10-95
240 Piece Stationery Set £12-50
UK prices include Post/VAT. | Delivery
Payment with order please. | 14 days
Able-Direct Centre Ltd - Dept 0 - Earls Barton
Northampton NN6 OLS - & 01604 810781

MINIATURE MEDALS

Return of pos! Service
Example of prices -
CB: £32; CBE: £20; MC/DCM/MM/QGM: £11
OBE/MBE/BEM: £9; MSM: £10; LS & GC: £6
Coronation/Jubilee Medal: £8; UN Cyprus: £6
UN Bosnia: £6; Nato (or) medal with clasp
Former Yugoslavia: £7.50; Accumulated CSM:
£6; S/Atiantic + rosette: £6; GSM G.VL.R. with
clasp: £7; GSM/CSM with clasp: £6; Gult Medal
with clasp: £6: Second War Stars: £2 each
Defence/War Medals: £4 each. Miniature
Mounting Bars for D.1.Y. mounting: 1 space - £1
2-£1.10:3-£1.20;4-£1.30;5-£1.40; 6 -£1.50;
7-£1.60;8-£1.80;9-£2.00; 10 - £2.20
plus 17.5% V.A.T. and £1 postage

® 7-day medal mounting service for
full-size and miniatures in both ‘ordinary’ and
‘court’ style.

® Full-size medals supplied
® Wire Blazer Badges ® Mess Kit Badges
® Display cases, medal ribbon mounting
bars, ribbon bars etc.

Competitive Prices. First-class quality and
delivery guaranteed

Send for comprehensive catalogue to the
Medal Specialists
(26p stamp appreciated)
MINIATURE MEDALS
P.O. BOX 4, HINCKLEY,
LEICESTERSHIRE LE10 3ZT.
Telephone: (01455) 239262 D7

Regimental Blazer Badges,
Plaques, Car Badges,
Ties & Key Fobs
Send s.a.e. for price list
D | Parkinson (S)
186b Lewes Road, Brighton
Sussex BN2 3LD

Tel: 01273 686877 (a.m. only)

[EE-SHIRTS & SWEATSH[RTS

SPECIALIST SUPPLIER OF PRINTED
AND EMBROIDERED GARMENTS
SEND NOW FOR OUR ﬁ\:j_x,\
PRICELIST \“J®M
NOTTINGHAM SCREEN PRINTS
10 PARK ROAD, WOODTHORPE
NOTTINGHAM NG5 4HR
TEL: 01159676262 FAX: 01159263599

2Y SLYLE HE

TOP QUALITY MILITARY STYLE BERETS, ALL WOOL AND FULLY LINED.
AVAILABLE IN A VARIETY OF COLOURS AND IN SIZES 6 /2 TO 7 %.
CAN MANUFACTURE TO YOUR OWN SPECIFICATION.

MINIMUM ORDER 24 PIECI 0 OLOUR, ANY

PRICE § 5.00 EACH + VAT

" SPECIAL PRICE FOR LARGE C . WE ALSO SUPPLY T ;
SCOTTISH MILITARY HEADWEAR, BLAZER BADGES, CLUB TIES AND
ASSORTED MILITARY REGALIA

STERLING DESIGNS & FINE ART

EPT S), 29 ABBEY MILL,
(-D %GF.KSI SCOTLAN
N &

Another intelhgent solution from Mazda.

and reliability.

not due until 2002.

£8,999 on the road tax free.

SCE

aulo internarional

Tel Day
Car for use in {country)
Models of interest New Mazda 323 Series

Tax Free for export

email: mazda@sce-uk.demon.co.uk

SCE Ltd, PO Box |77, Faringdon
Oxon, SN7 7EW UK

UK HOTLINE 01367 241225
Fax UK: 01367 242000

Please post to SCE Ltd FREEPOST, Faringdon, Oxon SN7 5BH UK

A triumph of functionality, comfort and driver appeal the all new mazda 323 delivers 'estate’
car capacity in one stylish package. And of course, you also get Mazda's legendary build quality

There's a host of standard features including drivers airbag, power assisted steering, central
double door locking and an advanced safety cell that's already compliant with safety regulations

And of course there's the Mazda peace of mind package including a 6 year anti-perforation,
3 year/60,000 mile warranty and Mazda European Assistance.

Allin all the new Mazda 323 is the intelligent solution for a 5 door family car. From only

Title/Rank

Evening _

Other Mazda (specify)

Tax paid for UK use

Concession Price

(No stamp necessary if posted in the UK or BFPQ)
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Premier Training & Development is the leading provider of quality vocational training in
fitness instruction and sports therapy. The training and qualifications gained can open up
fulfilling and lucrative career opportunities in this exciting and rapidly growing industry.

ENROL ON A COURSE AT ANY OF THE FOLLOWING TRAINING CENTRES

Central London e Trowbridge ® Windsor e Enfield e Guildford e Oxford

Cardiff ® Bournemouth ® Southampton ® Brighton ® Shrewsbury
Birmingham e Cheadle ® Leeds ® Newcastle ® Edinburgh

Our range of Diploma courses include the following modules:
Fitness Instruction & Personal Training; Fitness Assessment & Health Appraisal; Optimum & Sports Nutrition; Lifestyle Management;
Body Massage; Sports Massage; Sports Therapy & Rehabilitation; Dip. Optimum Nutrition; Exercise to Music Teachers; Exercise and Health for
Seniors & Juniors; Adv. Personal Training; Adv. Sports Therapy; Physical Activity & GP Referrals; Dip. Aromatherapy and Business Development.

Parade House, 70 Fore Street, Trowbridge, Wiltshire BA14 8HQ

Tel:l01225 353555 Fax=i01 225885 456
e.mail: enquiries@premiertd.co.uk (ﬁ)
website: www.premiertd.co.uk INVESTOR IN PROPLE

To receive a copy of our training prospectus or to find out about courses in your area please call 01225 353555
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"~ WORCESTERSHIRE MEDAL SERVICE LD |

% 56 Broad Street, Sidemoor,
Bromsgrove B61 8LL

P

: 01527 576798
www.worcmedals.com
Specialists in Ribbons, Full Size and

Miniature Medals and Medal Mounting
for wear or display
We can supply top quality hand-made cases
for storage and display of your medals.
Available in 3 sizes: 1-3 Full size medals £13,
4+ Full size medals £16,
Miniature medals case (holds up to 9 miniatures) £10
Prices subject to VAT, postage charged extra.
Please call or write for catalogue or prices

lg.\u
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- All major credit cards accepted

AMAS
CRACK-UPSI

' ‘IN CONFIDENCE’ - nearly

600 politically incorrect comments
from Royal Navy, Army, Royal Air
Force and Royal Marines
confidential reports! Guaranteed
to make you laugh out loud!!
Only £9.95 inclusive of P&P
Send name, address and cheque,
or fax credit card number and
expiry date to FOSAMA,

PO Box 42, Torpoint, Cornwall
PL11 2YR. Fax: 01503 230421 or
visit www.sama82.org.uk

Friends of the South Atlantic Medal Association (1982) 11 Carew Close, Crafthole, Cornwall PL11 2YR.

BFPO CHRISTMAS SPECIAL * BFPO CHRISTMAS SPECIAL * BFPO CHRISTMAS SPECIAL

THE PERFECT CHRISTMAS GIFT
FOR FAMILY AND FRIENDS

Twelve months of memories to enjoy for a whole year.

DAYS TO REMEMBER
”

YOUR

PHOTOGRAPHS
ENLARGED TO

APPROX.
264 X 176MM,

KABFEND

The Days to Remember personalised calendar creates the perfect
present for Christmas or any occasion throughout the year

starting any month you choose lasting for |2 months.
Select your favourite 12 photos, colour or black and white, landscape
or portrait and Kalend will enlarge them and incorporate them into
a superb quality colour calendar size A3 (297 x 420mm).
£16.95 (inc. p&p).

A DAYS TO REMEMBER CALENDAR IS FOR
TWELVE MONTHS NOT JUST FOR CHRISTMAS

Unit 2, Willersey Business Park, Willersey WRI2 7PR UK. FREEPHONE 0800 253584

ORDER F

* Price includes the processing of 12 standard sized
photographs 150mm x 100mm or 175mm x |25mm

ORM Calendar start month

Calendar inc VAT, & UK P&P

colour, black/white, landscape, portrait or combination.
Other sizes carry a small surcharge - see order details. Ch"?;oﬂ” nf;\d'mndard 75
size o -
+ Write on the reverse of each photo (12) your name Qu
and the month in which the photo is to appear (use Additional Calendars featuring i:
ballpoint - make sure it is dry before posting. DO NOT ~ SAME photos - each £14.00
INDENT THE PHOTO - this will affect reproduction). Qy
+ Post photos (NOT NEGATIVES) in a HARD BACKED 7 day service - charge per calendar £1.50 D:]
ENVELOPE to FREEPOST address.
* Original photographs will be returned to you. Total E
* Allow 21 days for delivery or request 7 day service. | gnciose chequelpostal order £............. payable to Kalend Limited
* If additional Calendars are required using different Tk e Kalend to debit my

phatos, they must be on separate order forms. Either
photocopy this form or call our FREEPHONE HELPLINE
0800 253584 for additional forms

Mascercard/VisalSwich/Deka (delece as spplcable) (% 9 ] 9

YOUR DETAILS: Signature Date
A Post to: KALEND LIMITED, FREEPOST, BROADWAY WRI2 7ZD.
My card number is:
Address : I [
- T T MName on Card:
Expiry Switch onl Start
Postcode Date: {ssue No: i I:I Dare:

Day Tel No. (inc STD code)

Disclaimers: Reproduction quality cannot exceed quality of photos
bmitted. Whilst every effort is made to preserve submitted

In case we have a quel
* Please note that the
standard printed item and cannot be personalised.

Kalend Limited cannot be responsible for accidental damage or loss.

Copyright is responsibility of customer. I you do not wish to receive

offers from us or companies we recommend please tick this box. D
S5 1098

about your order.
t cover of the calendar is a

For those posted overseas and wishing to send a calendar to friends or family in the UK, enclose a clearly addressed Christmas Card

and we will mail your calendar to arrive prior to Christmas - photographs returned to you.




MILITARIA

Do you have genuine militaria to
sell or are you looking for those
elusive  military  collectables?

Hzw on (01480) 812721
Here's a mew, convenient & confidential
auction service & venue for all types of
world-wide militaria.
FREE Catalogue to all sellers and the
first 104 callers.
PO Box 110, Buckden, Huntingdon, PE18 9WE, UK.

Losing the bat%le!?

The Samaritans

0345 90 90 90

TIES, BADGES & PLAQUES |

by mail order
AUCTION! 'REGIMENTS,
SATURDAY NOVEMBER 28TH SHIPS,
11Lam, THE TOWERS, BUCKDE HEAL SQUADRONS

Clubs & reunion associations.

Blazer buttons, medals, ribbons, etc.

SAE appreciated
The Heraldic Co (GB), Dept 5
Overbriar, Beechwell Lane, Edge End
Coleford, Glos GL16 THA
Tel/fax: 01594 832200 (8am/10pm)

> OIL RIGS

= The Essential Guide -
FOR ANYONE WHO IS INTERESTED IN WORK
OFFSHORE ON OIL RIGS AND DOESN'T KNOW
WHERE TO START. PACKED FULL OF ALL THE

An exciting New Collection of
Lingerie for your loved one

ATTEY '

BOWER wm Dibb &

& JONES  Clegg |
SOLICITORS

THE COMPLETE LEGAL SERVICE
INCLUDING

ADVICE AND ATTENDANCE AT COURTS MARTIAL

BOTH IN THE U.K. AND OVERSEAS

TELEPHONE
CEDRIC HENNIS OR RICHARD HAIGH

01302 340400 =——=

COSTELLO

i‘!’.if a fr('r' b."’?['hl“’t' wnte to:

INFORMATION YOU WILL EVER NEED ABOUT OIL p
RIGS. Fantasy (s), 1-2 Barker Street

e BOOKS TODAY »
01253 869808
8 Clegg Ave, Thornton-Cleveleys,
Lancs FY5 1BJ, UK

BRUNO
THE MILITARY BEAR

‘Bruno’ is a traditional 16" Bear, who comes dressed in
Combat Kit, with face veil, webbing belt and beret,
complete with your cap badge

Shrewsbury, SY1 1SB
lis  Tel: 01743 241962
(S e —<=f)

‘Bruno' is currently available for all regiments and corps of
the British Army (less Gurkha units)

To order Bruno: Please send Cheques/P.O./Credit Card No. (incl. expiry date)
for £33.50 payable to. POSTAL BEARS’, name and address of person to receive

bear and your special message to
Wiy i y ‘ 8 POSTAL BEARS, Dept D, 1 - 2 Barker Street, Shrewsbury SY1 15B
CIVIL & MILITARY BESPOKE TAILORS TAILORS Fax & Telephone Orders: 01743 241962

* Write for our free brochure of gifts available for all occasions *

¢ LADIES & GENTS
¥  MESS DRESS

SPECIALISTS
INTEREST FREE

r 1
| BE BATTLE READY! |

| You can be better prepared and equipped with SASS |

'

-

i
k]

CREDIT.. L UNIQUE military clothing and equipment.
All Accessories Bt PdRE, FOR THOSE WHO DEMAND
Supplied | THE BEST AND KNOW

For All Your Uniform
Suit & Blazer
Requirements

Contact.
284-294 Ley St.
Ilford Essex. IG1 4BS
UK 0181 478 2780
GERMANY 05252 4631

THE DIFFERENCE.

For your FREE
36 page colour catalogue
write or telephone

SPECIAL AIR-SEA SERVICES
St. George’s Works, St. George's
Quay, Lancaster,

Lancashire LA1 5QJ

Telephone (01524) 64204

P

EMBROIDERED LEISUREWEAR & BADGES
Plus PRINTED T-SHIRTS & SWEATSHIRTS

A SOLDIER’S
_POCKET
. #BOOK

printed sweats and T-shirts, min. qty. 36\_
BADGES-EMBROIDERED - min. qty. 25
ENAMELLED - min. 100
BLAZER BADGES - min. 5
TIES — Woven - min. 50
Printed - min. 36
Also - BASEBALL CAPS - min. 50
SPORTS BAGS - min. 50
GOLF UMBRELLAS - min. 25
e WRITE, PHONE or FAX for colour brochure

I'ISEII'I to Kilcreggan, Dunbartanshire G84 0JN

MOTIFS

See Classified Ads
E-mail: milpkbk.demon.co.uk

\ oyt
W= TEL: 0143684 2581/2716; FAX: 0143684 2854
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Entertainment

e = Function Bands,

D‘IR:M. ‘C';tf) "'\ ol LE;‘ Disco & Karaoke
s and Officers Mess Dress ~ L =] "
Eifficor No. 2 Dvess Comedians, Cabaret

OR's and Officers No.1 Dress L?a nce Shows
Officers British Warm Overcoats For all ranks,
S.B. Blazers Sgt/Officers’ Mess
Regimental D.B. Blazers Wedding & Private functions

/- UNBEATABLE
DEALS for

Sports Jackets and Trousers

Benet Suds 399 Tildesley Road
Lounge Suits Putney, London SW15 3BD
Tel: 0181-789 6645 Fax: 0181-785 3533 !
Connextions The Name in the UK &
You Can Trust! OVERSEAS

48Hr. or 2Week Make up

Michael Jay Tailoring

For either UK TAX PAID
or TAX FREE EXPORT

contact Peugeot’s No. I supplier to HM Forces.

With the new regulations, it’s even more important to buy
THE RIGHT CAR

Make sure that you deal with a
company with a reputation for
sound advice, excellent service

For your FREE INFORMATION PACK on how to

purchase a new Peugeot at SPECIAL PRICES call
Colin Clubley on UK 434 or write:
Rangers TMS Ltd, FREEPOST, Bulford Rd, Durrington SP4 8BR

ERS B

and low prices. Contact:

Advanced Car Exports

Authorised PEUGEOT Agents

Advanced Car Exports
FREEPOST, PO Box 470, Bushey, Herts WD2 1WD
Tel: 0181-444 5555. (Fax: 0181-444 5444)
Contact Stan Bateman, Sales Manager

Tax Free Sales

* Immediate delivery on most models

* Full UK spec * Low/no deposit finance
* Part exchange * Continental /UK delivery ‘*q‘
Demio from £7,600
¥ MX5 from £10,999 * 626 from £10,199 | || ®*ewvery

The All New 323 from £10,548 UK Tel.

(01980) 843333
EXCLUSIVE EXPORT AGENT FOR BFG |
AND BENELUX ON BEHALF OF MAZDA |
POOL AUTOS

7020 Mons, Belgium

|
Tel: (65) 728836 Fax: (65) 724467

SBPVIHQ the SEFVICES Slnce 1988 ...................................................

Please forward details on:

323[] 626[] MX3[] MX5[] MX8[] Xedos[]
Demio[ ] Othermakes[]...........................LHD/RHD . lam interested in ...........

. Part-exchange detalls ......... 4
BBme ...............coeiiveveeeieen BRank * COUNtry of US oo :

o FREEPHONE

INSTANT 'fcﬂon Germany 0130-8544-96

e et TEANO M T 0 A A e o R
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PRINTED & EMBROIDERED
Printed. T-shirts, pens, Norwegian army shirts, mugs
and other items printed for you by ex - military
personnel who know your reguirements.

Unprinted Norwegian Army shirts — £16.50.
*eg: 50 printed “T"-shints, Screenprint Direct Ltd
with one colour print 242 Wellington Road

£1.90 e

Co

* ExChuging scraens, VAT, artwork and de Fax: 0121 331 4334

CLOTHING AND GIFTS

e’g Barr
W at BIRMINGHAM
0 20L

rltaCt us NO

Tel: 01213314’.{')4

R
PHOTO
PRINTS

Have you, or anyone you
know, featured in SOLDIER?
- If so, you can order top

quality prints

Digital prints (up to A4 size)
£17.00. Other sizes on request.

Prices are inclusive of VAT and p&p
(UK/BFPO)

All enquiries to

The Photographic Department,
SOLDIER, Ordnance Road,
Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU.
Tel: 01252 347353

Fax: 01252 347358

]
auto international
B ]

CONCESSION SAVINGS
TAX FREE EXPORT
& UK TAX PAID

HOTLINE UK
01367 241225

SCE, PO Box 177, Faringdon, Oxon, SN7 7EW, UK, e-mail: MG@sce-uk.demon.co.uk

EMBROIDERED
SWEATERS SWEATSHIRTS
POLO SHIRTS BADGES
PRINTED
TEESHIRTS SWEATSHIRTS
BADGES COFFEE MUGS [
AND LOTS MORE! L

UNIET

In the October issue of Soldier the reservations number
in the Unijet holiday offer on Page 24
was incorrect. The number is:

0990 366 336 (selecting ‘2’ at the prompt)

ALL FROM ONE SUPPLIER

No artwork or setting up costs on the majority of
our goods. High quality, compelitive prices and
prompt delivery. BFPO tax-free service.
Send for our new price list
REYNOLDS SPORTS
51/52 HIGHSTREET, LINCOLN LN5 8AP

Tel: 01522 513333 Fax: 01522 530383 -

LOST YOUR MEDALS?

WE CAN REPLACE THEM

FULL SIZE & MINIATURES
PROFESSIONALLY SEWN
IN COURT OR SWING STYLE
SAE OR PHONE FOR QUOTE

TOAD HALL MEDALS
NEWTON FERRERS, Nr PLYMOUTH
DEVON PL8 1DH
Tel: 01752 872672
Fax: 01752 872723

PHOENIX WORLD

A full range of pewter and “cold
cast bronze” figurines, car grill
badges and tankards to suit your
needs.

COMMISSIONS ACCEPTED.
MR107

(25¢cm)
£55.93

Send crossed Cheque/P.O. with order or S A.E
for Brochure
PHOENIX WORLD REPRODUCTIONS
437 Valley Drive. Gravesend, Kent DA12 5UE
Tel: Gravesend (01474) 365511.
Fax:(01474) 537166.

“Cold cast bronze”

D8

e-mail. th.medals@virgin.net
ICHAEL JAY
Exclusive HAND CUT

UK
y TAILORING

Our unbeatable

MESS DRES S
0"0:
INCLUDES

¥ 14 day Make or
M 48 hr EXPRESS
® Lowest prices ‘
& Best fit

& Highest quality
‘Best payment terms

Local agent (o measure in most areos
Tel01379 783 736 Fax01379 783898 |
As our customers say

llu service is umplq unheatable
§ TOMO BUSINESS PARK ARKET SUFFOLK IP14 SAY

Full size & miniature supplied
Professionally mounted
Hand-sewn ... not glued

K & D Medals

33 The Cresecent,
West Wickham, Kent BR4 OHB
Tel: 0181 777 2428 or
0411 435 5213

5o

31 ERN SERVICEA

Hong Kon
The Gulf,
East, Iraq

w bemg accepted
firstto hold this medal by responding
‘order one as a gift for a friend OFF

Please send cheques or poggl ordérs
made payable to “DPS Awards’?-m

DPS Awards, PO BOX 6961~
Bromsgrove, B61 0JA.
Tel: 01527 831583
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leisurewear Biis

printed or
embroidered to
YOuUr own

@ Poloshirts

@ Drill Tops

For a FREE colour brochure showing our
complete range contact:

TEES TOTAL 722,

153 High Street, Wootton Bassett, Swindon, ) .
Wiltshire SN4 7AB England
Tel: (01793) 849888 Fax: (01793) 849890 *

Z I'.) m Lighters

with your crest
Minimum order 50

For full details complete the coupon below and send to:

® Sweatshirts

@ Rugbyshirts

@ Free Sample

[On orders above 20 shirts)

® Credit Terms

@ Design Service

TEES
TOTAL

A

ZIPPO UK LTD. UNIT 27,
Grand Union Centre, 336B Ladbroke Grove, London W10 5AS

Tel: 0181 964 0666 Fax: 0181 968 0400

NAME

ADDRESS

REGIMENTAL BROOCHES

Made in our own

i

it

0121 551 7366

J.M.Bickerton
23 Vyse Street,
AAC 9¢t Gold £140 Birmingham B18 6LE

Brooch Actual Size 33mm G
Presents that last a lifetime

, Joy's Roses ;

5= & Flowers

=]

NS =,

Fo\V s =N
gf / Fresh flowers sent daily from the nursery

to an address in the U.K. or N. Ireland

7 ' Someone somewhere is waiting to hear from you \R\
Telephone Hotline — 01481 46708

12 RED OR YELLOW ROSES... ST —— £13.85
40 FREESIA & FERN . UBR. < . £14.75
50 SPECIAL MIXED FLOWERS..............c... & TG K R £22.50

CHRISTMAS BOUQUET
A BEAUTIFUL SELECTION OF LONG LASTING RED & GOLD CARNATIONS

10 BLOOMS ... Lh4ses e LSRR e eSO e £12.50
20 BLOOMS.............

PLEASE ORDER NOW FOR CHRISTMAS
C/C WILL NOT BE DEBITED UNTIL DECEMBER

THE PERSONALISED LOVING BEARS
EMBROIDERED WITH YOUR GIFT OF LOVE MESSAGE FOR EXAMPLE
MARY'S TEDDY/RACHEL'S BEAR/WITH LOVE/ALL MY LOVE/
LOVE DADDY/LOVE PHIL/LOVE TOM/LOVE MUM/LOVE MUMMY

2 ': No more than 12 letters per line (3 lines only). A space counls as a letter. /f,ﬁ/
=y MY Ghoice of Goloured Jumpers: Dark Blue/Light Biue/Red 2
E-j WINSTON BEAR (Gold. Jointed) D/Blue 19" high £27.80 s

Q&S\(‘)\ WINSTON BEAR  (Gold. Jointed) D/B-L/B-Red 14" high £23.75 |
o~ N USE THIS AD AS AN ORDER FORM PLEASE
3 "’S—.‘) \\::___ Prices and order forms available upon request
‘\:‘-4/ é“* e Prices include P&P + VAT
Jés N.B. Peak periods - flowers may be used from other sources
& N\ LS ALL C/C ACCEPTED -
«t)x%W 3 - INCLUDE EXPIRY DATE AND ISSUE NUMBER
w A/ \_1,11! . Please make cheque or F.O. payable to:
7/{«3%\ fi N Joy's Roses, Flamingo,
B\ St Sampsons, Guernsey, C. |. GY2 4WB
~Ab N Telephone: (01481) 46708
T=a Fax: (01481) 43406

A BOOK FOR YOUR CHRISTMAS STOCKINGS
“Piper’s Tale”

A hilarious Children’s Picture Book about a young Scots lad
who joins a Highland Regiment during the time of Napoleon.
Written by PETER STEWART-RICHARDSON & fully
illustrated by JOHN RYAN of “Captain Pugwash"” fame.
All proceeds from this book will go to
THE ARMY BENEVOLENT FUND.

Please use the order form below and print name and address clearty.

Cheques & postal orders shoud be made out to The ABF and sent to:
P Stewart-Richardson, ABBEY FARM, NORTH CREAKE, FAKENHAM,
30 NORFOLK NR21 9LF. The cost is £2.75, which includes post & packing

DIRECT ORDER FORM (for UK & B
Please send me copies of “PIPER’S TALE”,
I enclose a cheque/P.O. for £,

Name and
address with

postal code




Classifieds

SCE

HOTLINE UK 01367 241225

CONCESSION SAVINGS
TAX FREE EXPORT
& UK TAX PAID

SCE, PO Box 177, Faringdon,

Oxon, SN7 7EW UK. e-mail: rover@sce-uk.demon.co.uk

PEN PALS

REPLIES. To reply to a pen pal, write a
letter and send it to Soldier Magazine at the
address below. The box number must be
CLEARLY written in the TOP LEFT
CORNER of the envelope. Your envelope
must be no larger than 8" x 4" and should
contain only a letter plus a photograph if
requested. Replies received more than three
months after the cover date and large,
heavy, or poorly addressed envelopes
will not be forwarded.

TO ADVERTISE FOR A PEN PAL.
Please send for details enclosing a
stamped, self-addressed envelope
to: Soldier Magazine, Ordnance
Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU.

Jean Marie, 5’57, 39, slim blonde
divorcée with light blue eyes. A full-
time trained psychiatric nurse who
enjoys walking her dog, camping in
Wales, local history and being with her
children. Seeking pen pals, late 30s-
40s. P345 1198

Alison, 34, 5’17, blue-eyed blonde
with GSOH who likes to socialise,
cook, go to the gym and travel. Seeking
genuine, male pen pals, 25+. Photo
appreciated. P346 1198

C.J. I am a 33-year-old Midlands
girl - 5’6", blonde hair and blue eyes.
Divorced with one son. I enjoy reading,
pubbing, clubbing, the cinema, having
fun and letter-writing. Seeking male
and female pen friends and looking for-
ward to any replies. P347 1198

Lin, a blonde, very young, slim 44,
5'1/2” with green eyes. A fun-loving police
officer and ex-military with GSOH. Inter-
ests include reading, aerobics, horse-
racing, travel, gardening, wines and
whisky. Seeking pen friends, 40-48, as an
additional interest. P348 1198

Jennifer, 32, 5’2", single, blonde
with blue eyes. A nursery nurse who
enjoys spectator sports, music, animals
and the cinema and would like to write
to sincere, genuine pen pals, 28+, in the
Army. P349 !

Linda, a 5’3” blue-eyed blonde is
looking for a professional who is fit, tall
(5°10”+), confident and hedonistic and
who, of course, can leap tall buildings in
a single bound. Age 37+. P350

Elspeth, a very young-at-heart 43-
year-old with VGSOH. Tall with
shoulder-length fair hair and enjoys
music, driving, reading, dinghy-sailing
and animals. Seeking very young-at-
heart male pen pals, 37-47. P351

Maureen, 40, 5°8” - an attractive,
blonde, single mum of one with GSOH
and whose interests include sport,
going to the gym, music and socialising.
Seeking pen pals, 28-40. P352

Elly, 5’107, light brown hair, 49 and
Scottish. I have lived in London for a
long time, have a good sense of humour
and lovely personality but sometimes
get lonely. Would like to hear from gen-
uine and caring pen pals. P353 1198

58

Anne, 30+, 5°6”, medium build. A
British/African who is friendly, likeable
and honest and whose interests include
having fun, animals, eating out, wine,
the cinema and writing and receiving
letters. Seeking tall, fun-loving, and sin-
cere pen pals, 30-40. P354 11798

Maggie, 30, 5’6” with long, curly hair.
Likes science-fiction, socialising, most
types of music, reading and trashy
novels. Would like to hear from pen
pals, 25+. P355 1198

Jan, 47, 5’9, a blonde, blue-eyed,
slim divorcée with GSOH. Likes social-
ising, music, reading and having fun and
is seeking intelligent soldier pen pals at
home and abroad. Genuine replies only.
Photo appreciated. P356 1198

BOOKS

Good military books always required
by Albion Books of Birmingham. Please
telephone 0121 328-2878 or 0121 422-
6411. 11/98

Megabooks second-hand military
books. Send 38p A4 5.5.A.E. for cata-
logue. 36, Melbourne Street, Barrow-
in-furness, Cumbria LA14 5TU. 1

Books for Soldiers - contact the experts.
Free catalogue. The Outdoorsman’s
Bookstore, 27 Monument Industrial Park,
Chalgrove, Oxon OX44 TRW. Tel: 01865
400256. Fax: 01865 400257. 12098

RED BERETS 44 - the official history
of The Parachute Regiment & Airborne
Forces during World War 2. Personal
accounts of action on D-Day and at
Arnhem. £3.50 +£1.50 P+P. Cheques
payable to: AFC. Contact The Charities
Office on 01252 316104. 11/98

Military history books. Please send
SAE for current catalogue. Free special-
ist booksearch. McKenzie, Town End
Farm, Brampton, Appleby, Cumbria
CA16 6]S. Tel/fax: 017683 513884, 120

“A SOLDIER’S POCKET BOOK”
380 pages of info all soldiers need to
know. Includes: Basic Bartle Skills,
Fieldcraft, Orders, SOPs, Scouts,
Emergency Alarms, Routines in the
Field, Tank Target Indication, Working
with Helicopters, Map Reading,
Orienteering, First Aid, NBC,
Adventure Trg, Skill at Arms SABO0,
LSW, Tests and APWTs, GPMG Light
Role, Signals, Mines, MT Driver, AFV
and Aircraft Recognition, etc. ISBN
No: 1-874528-02-0. £7.50 (inc p&p
UK/BFPO). Available from selected
Naafi Branches, Bookshops or by Visa
or cheque from publishers:
MILITARY POCKET BOOKS, PO
Box 28, Leven, Beverley, East Yorks
HU17 5LA. Tel/fax: 01964 542878. E-
mail: milpkbk.demon.co.uk T

For details of 1998 advertising |
rates and publishing dates |
please call Soldier on
01252 347352

“Head-dress Badges of

the British Army”

The Collector’s Bible and
Ultimate Christmas Gift
Volume One (1800-1920) £65.00
Volume Two (1920-1998) £45.00
(Now updated again)
POST - FREE
H. L. & P. King, 3, Saxon Croft,
Farnham, Surrey, GU9 70B
Tel: 01252 716303

BUSINESS OPPS

Retired Senior NCO seeks distribu-
tors to join him in profitable part-time
business. Low start-up cost. No experi-
ence required. All areas. Phone: 01206
519012. 1198

Wanted - serious-minded people to
join a business opportunity. Full back-
ing and training given. Will be your
chance of financial and time freedom.
Ring for details: 0181 387 9058.  osss

Southern Highlands Pub/Restau-
rant. Beautiful location. Separate
owner’s cottage. Turnover £250,000
and increasing. Accounts available.
Edinburgh, Glasgow, Perth one hour
away. Superb opportunity for new
lifestyle. Long lease £120,000. Details:
01877 376363. 01799

Profit, pleasure, prestige - for
vou, with my craft/business idea! Free
details from: Coldcast Reproductions,
Lybster(S), Caithness, Scotland
KW3 6AQ. 1158

CARS

Absolutely urgent. Wanted - LHD
vehicles. Any condition. Cash buyer.
Tel: 0181-534 4016 or 0181-555 0823.
(10am to 10.30pm seven days). T/

WANTED

LEFT HAND DRIVE
VEHICLES
MINI BUSES/VANS

Any conditition.
Cash Buyer.

Tel: 0181 534 4016

(10am to 10.30pm seven days)

Left-hand drive vehicles urgently
wanted. Any condition. Cash buyer.
Tel: 0181-534 4016 or 0181-555 0823.

(10am to 10.30pm) seven days. TiC

ENTERTAINMENT HB

SCOTTISH DANCE MUSIC for St
Andrew’s or Burns nights, weddings,
ceilidhs. Fiddle and piano (PA provided).
Tel: Lilian 01252 629178. 1298

FOR SALE

Cap badges, regimental ties, blazer
badges, medals, insignia. Send £2.00
for list to: Cairncross (Dept S), 31

Belle Vue Street, Filey, North
Yorkshire. 09/99
B.A.O.R. commemorative medal

now available. Full size and miniarture.
Die-struck in silver. Send for
application/order form to: Miniature
Medals, 30 Coventry Road, Burbage,
Leics LE10 2HP. 11/08

A title plus land for only £10 -
honest! Unique gift/presentation idea.
Free details from: Survival (SM),
Norcot, Lybster, Caithness, Scotland
KW3 6A 1298

Military Insignia — now over 3,000
items in latest list. No re-strikes. £1 for
sample list. Shotton, 7 Peak Road,
Clanfield, Hants POS 0QT. 0599

Peter Hicks Associates, comprehensive
range of military figurines available in resin
bronze and silver. Commissions always
considered. Ring for information/brochure.
Tel/fax: 01380 828382. 1208

Hand Embroidered Quality Wire
Blazer Badges. Send design for
sample and quote. Gemini Insignia
Company, 4/477 Khawajgan, Gujrat,
Pakistan. 1208

Military Postcards, mostly pre-
1920. Uniforms, mascots, colours,
bands, parades, etc. SAE to: White’s
Postcards, 19 Rushmoor Lane,
Backwell, Bristol BS48 3BN. 1198

British Military cap badges and
insignia. Send SAE for lists to:
INKERMAN Badges, PO Box 1022,
Coulsdon, Surrey CR5 3]Q. 12108

Military Fine Arts. Britain’s leading
British military art dealer. Access to all
British publishers, artists and dealers.
Send £3.50 for Edition 6, 2,500 item
catalogue (incl 20+ SAS). Cheques
payable to: G Jennings-Bramly. 5
Feversham Road, Salisbury SP1 3PP.
Phone: 01722 328523. 1298

Quality makers of British Army, Air
Forces and Navy badges, regimental
banners, uniform accessories, Scottish
clan crests and military badges.
Bagpipes, practice chanters and band
uniform accessories. Please ask for free
catalogue: Topflyz Industries, 21/414
Majidpura, Sialkot, Pakistan. Fax 0092
432 588547. 0399

Army Cap Badges. Send SAE plus

80p for lists to: Clans and Regiments, |

14 Elm Grove, Aldbrough, East

Yorkshire HU11 4RQ. Guarantee and *

generous discounts. TC

British and overseas military badges,

collars, titles, formation signs. Regular E

comprehensive stock lists £2.00. Castle

Armoury (S), 18 Castle Street, Dover |

CT16 1PW.

12198

or entering into any legally binding agreement.

NOTICE TO READERS

-

o
‘
i
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Regimental Shields, Plaques and
Shieldclocks. In good company with
most regiments and corps of the British
Army we made your shields for the
Falklands, the Gulf and now Bosnia

and Croatia and most other
UN locations. Let us design your
regimental and operational shields.

Write for a full colour brochure to:
Military Marketing International, 74-
77 Steward  Street, Ladywood,
Birmingham BA18 7AF. Tel/fax: 0121-
4545393. Minimum order 25 Shields.
£9.95, no VAT outside the UK.
Shieldclocks £17.50. TIC

e s ke e s e ke ke e ke e e s e e e e e e e e e ke koo ok

GENUINE
MILITARY &
PoLICE BADGES
FOR SALE &
WANTED
50p stamp required
stating which list to:
C L Heys (Dept S),
PO Box 615,
Middleton,

Tamworth,
Staffs B78 2AZ

Tel/fax: 01827 874856

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE -
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

All classified advertisements are accepted on a
prepaid basis only, and are subject to the following
conditions.

‘The Publishers reserve the right to decline any
copy material of which they may not approve
whether an order shall have been accepted or not.
All advertisements are accepted subject to
approval and conditionally upon space being
available. The Publishers reserve the right to
make any alteration they consider necessary or
desirable in an advertisement to meet their
approval. The Publishers also reserve the right to
cancel or suspend any advertisement without
Stating a reason.

While every endeavour will be made to meet the
wishes of advertisers, the Publishers do not guarantee
the msertions of any particular advertisement.

The Publishers shall not be liable for any loss or
damage occasioned by any total or partial failure
(however caused) of publication or distribution of
any ediion in which any advertisement i
scheduled to appear.

The Publishers shall not be hable for errors
occurring after the first inserion of an
advertisement in a series. It is the responsibility of
the advertiser to inform the Publishers of any such
error in sufficient time to allow the amendment. A
voucher copy will not be supplied.

Advertisements will be placed under the

following  headings: Accommodation,
Business Opportunities, Cars, Cars
Wanted, Enter ent, Exhibitions, For

Sale, Gift Services, Holidays, Houselets,
Notices, Property for Sale, Reunions,
Services, Situations Vacant, Situations
Wanted, Training, Wanted, Other headings
will be applied if deemed acceptable by the
Publishers,

SEPTEMBER 19, 1998

Four-way tie for first prize (20 goals,
£1,725 each): Capt RH Carter, 1 RGJ,
Bulford; Sgt DD Green, 6 Sup Regt RLC,
Gitersioh; Bdr PA Keane, 26 Regt RA,
Gitersloh; Cpl (name withheld), HQ
Hereford Ganison.

15way tie for fifth prize (19 goals,
£140 each): Cpl DJ Back, 9 Fd Wksp
REME, Bordon; LCpl N Collins, 14 Signal
Regt (EW), Brawdy; Brig T Dalby-Welsh,
HQ RLC Trg Gp, Deepcut LCpl LA
Delorme, 3 Para, Dover; SSgt RR Dykes,
2 PWRR, Tidworth; WO2 R Elsworth,
SSO Ménchengladbach; Col DTl Glyn-
Owen, ITC Warminster; Maj RJT Hil, 100
Regt RA (V), London; WO2 MJ McKenna,
280 (UK) Signal San. Krefeld; Col CW
Paskell, SEME, Bordon; Lt Col PJF
Schofield, JACIG, RAF Henlow; WO2 KR
Scott, HQ 3 (UK) Div, Bulford; Capt JT
Stremes, MoD, London; Maj DR Wilson,
Royal Defence Medical College, Gosport;
Cpl PAM Young, ATR Lichfield.

SEPTEMBER 26, 1998

Two-way tie for first prize (17 goals,
£2,400 each): Sat P Jeynes, 6 Mi Coy,
Bulford; Cpl BV Reese, 8 Fd Wksp REME,
Colchester.

Nine-way tie for third prize (16 goals,
£446.67 each): Sgt W Bastable, QRH,

ARMY SPORTS LOTTERY RESULTS

Sennelager; Cpl KD Bebbington, 1 Regt
AAC, Gtersioh; Lt Col GJ Binns, 1 PWO,
Chester;, CSgt M Delaney, 1 A and SH,
Edinburgh; Gnr SP Imiela, 19 Regt RA,
Colchester; Sgt N Land, HQ REME TA,
Bordon; Sgt GW McBain, 70 AC Wksp
REME, Middie Wallop; Sgt N Pearce, HQ
York Gamison; SSgt P Rood, 3 Fd Wksp
REME, Tidworth.

OCTOBER 3, 1998

Three-way tie for first prize (19 goals,
£2,085.71 each): LCpl SJ Bushell, KRH,
Minster; Lt (QGO) Hemchandra Rai, 1
RGR, Church Crookham; SSgt DI
Paynter, RAC Centre, Bovington.

Four-way tie for fourth prize (18
goals, £685.71 each): Sgt AP Callaghan,
HQ 5 Div, Shrewsbury; Cpl JE Cox, 5 AB
Bde CSS Bn, Aldershot; Sgt TJ ]
RDG, Tidworth; Sgt JD Gilham, 3 Bn
REME, Paderbom.

Note: Only seven prizes this week; rule 9

applies.
Important Notice

Owing to the non-participation of English and
Scottish Premier League clubs over the
weekend October 9-11, the following team
substitutions were made. Delete all English
and Scottish premiership clubs and replace
with the following intemational teams in
column X on the chart on tickets:

16 Albania 34 France 48 Poland
17 Andorra 35 Georgia 49 Portugal
18 Armenia 36 Germany 51 Romania
21 Austria 37 Greece 56 Russia
27 Bulgaria 41 lceland 2 Scotland
28 Cyprus 42 Htaly 3 Slovenia
29 Denmark 43 Latvia 4 Switzerand
30 England 44 9 Turkey
32 Estonia 46 N Ireland 11 Ukraine
33 Finland 47 Norway 14 Wales
OCTOBER 10, 1998
20-way tie for first prize (16 goals,
£450 each): SSgt DHN Bustin, 22 Regt RA,

Kirton-in-Lindsey; Maj RW Cawson, APC
Glasgow; Sgt (name withheld), PATA,
Hereford; Capt GA Evans, AFV Gunnery
School, Luworth; Cpl P Gamer, ATR
Bassingboun; SSgt A Garven, RMA
Sandhurst; Pte PG Gilley, 16 Tk Tptr Sgn
RLC, Fallingbostel; Maj RJ Herring, Sp Bn
HQARRC, Rheindahlen; WO2 PJ Highfield,
39 Regt RA, Newcastle-upon-Tyne; Cpl A
Homes, 15 Fd Wksp REME, Catterick; WO2
PJ Leebody, 1 Grenadier Guards, Pirbright;
Pte MA Lewis, 2 PWRR, Tidworth; WO2 JA
McCracken, HQ 1 (UK) Armd Div, Herford;
Capt JR Millard, Royal School of Mil Svy,
Hemitage; Tpr SP Percy, The Light
Dragoons, Hohne; Maj | Sanderson, HCMR,
London; Cpl DB Shaw, 22 Engr Regt,
Perham Down; Sgt CR Smith, BAD Kineton;
Sgt JE Talbot, 7 Para RHA, Aldershot; WO1
G Thompson, MoD.

The placing of an order for the insertion of an |
advertisement shall amount to an acceptance of
the above conditions and any conditions
stipulated by an agency or advertiser shall be void
insofar as they are in conflict with them.

HOLIDAYS

St Margaret’s Guest House
St Ives, Cornwall

A charming guest house, overlooking
the harbour and just one minute from
town centre.

Under the personal supervision of
Sandra and Brian.

All facilities in rooms. From £16 pppn
Open Christmas and New Year
3 Parc Avenue, St lves,
Cornwall TR26 2DN
Tel: 01736 795785
E-mail: B Trevena@aol.com
Web site: www. city2000.com/tl/st-margarets-gh. html

Florida, Kissimmee - a sumptuous
four bedroom, three bathroom villa

with private pool. Close to shops, golf
and main attractions. Tel: 01305
835150. 1198

HOUSELETS

HAMLETS

Property Letting & Management
HOMEOWNERS -
Moving in UK or abroad?

Let us make your property work for you. Our
small but professional company finds suitable
lenants, manages your property and ensures its
1o you as and when required. With an office
base in Loughborough we cover most East

Midlands areas.
For further information please rel/fax :
01509 266151
or write to:
134 KNIGHTTHORPE ROAD,

LOUGHBOROUGH, LEICS LEI1 5JU

SERVICES

Trudi Greenshields Tarot by Post.
Heal your life. Send photo and £15.
151 Rose Avenue, Worcester WR4
OQN. Tel: 01905 27332.

REUNIONS

Paul, were you based at Blandford 13.
3. 98? Where were you 04.55hrs, 6. 4. 98?
Where are you now? Please contact
Alison or e-mail: hoby(@yeovil.net 11

Suez Canal veterans. There is an

11/98

association  especially for you.
Newslerters, meetings, reunions.
Membership details: (SAE please)

“The Canal Zoners”, 16 Bridgeway,
Twickenham TW2 7]].

12/08
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World of wheels

PORSCHE’S motor-racing pedigree is
outstanding and the name speaks vol-
umes to any motor-sport enthusiast,
writes Syd Taylor.

Standing for performance, excitement
and true driving pleasure, the new
Boxster — with its styling exuding power
and class — is an exciting performer and
worthy inheritor of a magnificent past.

Porsche has acquired a rare under-
standing of the art of performance-car
design and this is its most eloquent
expression so far. You won’t find a more
red-blooded interpretation of sports-car
technology — certainly not at the price.

The wvisual pleasures of the Boxster
extend to the ergonomic design and all-
round comfort of the two-seat cockpit,
yet the bold simplicity of the fascia, with
its large central rev-counter, and the
single-colour leather seats (leather is
optional) give an exciting edge to the
workmanlike interior.

EXACTING STANDARDS

The seats — with built-in headrests — are
comfortable and supportive and the
driver’s seat features electric adjustment
for rake. Appointments and trim are exe-
cuted to exacting standards in a smart
and well-specified cabin. There’s plenty
of room for two people to take all their
luggage with them in the two boots — one
at the back and one in front — and small
items can be stowed in the deep door bins
or the nets behind the seats.

Standard specification includes driver
and passenger airbags, remote central
locking, electric windows and mirrors, an
alarm and immobiliser, anti-lock brakes
and power steering: air-conditioning and
traction-control are optional. The hood
is, of course, power-operated and to lower
it you hold down a switch. With perfect
choreography it arches back and folds

pie

Road test: Porsche Boxster

ENGINE Water-cooled, six-cylin-
der horizontally-opposed alumini-
um unit. 2480 cc, 204 bhp at 6000
rpm.

TRANSMISSION Five-speed manual. Tip-
tronic optional, Rear-wheel drive.
SUSPENSION Front and rear, McPherson
design - optimised by Porsche.

STEERING Power-assisted.

BRAKES Inner-vented discs front and rear.

Tech Spec

ABS standard. Optional traction
control with switch-over to Auto-
matic Brake Differential (ABD).
WEIGHT Unladen 1250 kg.

SIZE (mm) Length 4315, width 1750,

height 1290.

PERFORMANCE Maximum speed 150 mph.
Acceleration 0 - 62 in 6.9 sec.

MPG Average 31.5 mpg.

PRICE £33,950. ;

itself away over the enclosed engine bay
behind vou in a matter of seconds.

Once you've settled in, the adjustable
steering-wheel fits snugly into your
hands, the gear lever is within easy reach
and the pedals have just the right amount
of feel and movement. It’s a comfortable
place to be and tailoring a good driving
position is easy. You feel immediately at
home and instantly confident.

The rtranquillity of the cabin is soon
changed as you start the engine, set amid-
ships to give the car superb handling bal-
ance. A touch of the throttle fuels a sense
of exhilaration as the tacho dances into
life. There’s a unique timbre to the
exhaust-note and as the revs rise a
delightful howl is the dominating noise.

As you snick into first, the gear lever is
right there against your thigh. There is a
precision rarely felt in today’s changes —
engineered as they are for lightness — and

Bobby-dazzler

RADAR, lasers, cameras. Just how far will the police
go to catch a speeding motorist these days? Further

than you'd expect if you live in Germany.

Last year the Bavarian police added a BMW M3
saloon squad-car to their fleet. Capable of reaching
62 mph in 5.5 seconds from standstill and with an
electronically-limited top-speed of 155 mph the traffic
policemen, eager to take their new car out onto the
autobahn, had first to complete a special M3 driving

training course on the Sachsenring race track.
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the gate is superbly defined so that you
enjoy a fast, free action like a rifle-bolt.
The clutch is strong and firm in take-up
and the bite is rapid, allowing really fast
changes and smooth take-offs in traffic.

The engine has a fine spread of power,
but is at its best when revved enthusiasti-
cally by utilising the five gears. Under full
throttle it has a hard-edged urgency.
Exhilaration is the keynote of the Boxster
and its intensity of character recalls the
Porsche racing bloodline.

DIFFERENT REALM

The suspension is unexpectedly com-
pliant, giving a good ride quality and
there’s no unruly thumping or agitation of
the kind that often afflicts high perfor-
mance sports cars.

On the open road the Boxster provides
the feedback that the enthusiast needs to
enjoy the extraordinary handling and
road-holding which are in a different
realm from most road cars. Steering is the
last word in accuracy and sensitivity and
is extremely sharp and responsive.

Broadly speaking this car just goes
where you point it and the grip of the low-
profile Bridgestones is tenacious and even
as the cornering forces rise you never put
a foot wrong.

The Porsche Boxster gives a fun factor
and synergy seldom encountered in a
modern car. It’s brawny but not brutal,
delightful but not dainty, but most of all it
is irresistible and unforgettable.




Mallbag

You can have
my Yietnham
War medal

I NOTE with interest Mr Moroney of
Bedfordshire’s comments (Sept) regard-
ing the lack of recognition for his service
in Thailand during the Vietnam War.
From one cousin to another, he can
have my medal and my hassles with the

(American) Veterans’ Administration if
he wants it that bad.

Where were you guys when we needed
you? — SS8gt S Sandberg, Co C, 961st
Engineer Bn (Combat) (Heavy), (late
of the 1st Aviation Brigade), Milwau-
kee, USA.

PS: Thanks for the airstrip — “Spooky”
probably appreciated it.

Actively retired

CAN anyone clarify the use of the word
“retired” for officers who have left the
Service? I note that the Association of
Royal Naval Officers states: “. . . ‘Retired’
need not be used after the name of an offi-
cer on the Retired List. This is because
officers retain their commissions in the
RN. Retirement is the transfer from the
Active List to the Retired List and both
are lists of the RN.” — Maj (Retd) W R
Williams, Brighton, W Sussex.

Canoeing deaths

YOUR witty and informative article on
white-water canoeing (Sept) suggested
that the sport incurs up to ten deaths a
year. Perhaps the writer should have
checked with the British Canoe Union
rather than give out false information.

Canoeing deaths average only four a vear,
and since 1995 there have been only two.
- LM Spencer, BCU instructor,
Ross-on-Wye, Herefordshire.

® We based our article on information made
available at the time, but accept that our figure
may over-estimate the average number of
people killed each year in canoeing accidents.
However, whether ten or four, the message
remains the same: canoeing, particularly the
white-water variety, is a potentially dangerous
sport for which training by a qualified instructor
such as Mr Spencer is vital.

SOLDIER welcomes your letters, whether
you are an officer or other rank; serving or

%

civvy; nine, 19 or 90. All we ask is that you keep them
brief and to the point. We'd prefer them to be typed but if they are handwritten, please put
names, addresses and in block capitals (not necessarily for publication).

A prize from the Soldier gift collection (see Page 24) will be awarded each month if we judge
that a letter, serious or humorous, merits it. So get writing!

® Acceptance or rejection of letters is the decision of the Editor, who reserves the right to
amend for length, clarity or style. Anonymous letters will not be considered.

No sigh of NIl memorial

ABOUT four years ago you were
kind enough to publish a letter of
mine in which I called for a
memorial to members of the Security
Forces who have given their lives in
Northern Ireland.

At the 1995 national conference of the
Royal British Legion a proposal was car-
ried unanimously calling upon the execu-
tive to approach the Government of the
day to have a memorial erected in the
precincts of the Palace of Westminster.

The project seems to have withered on

Prize letter

the vine. Is it not now time for
such a memorial to be erected
or are we going to have a situa-
tion immortalised by Kipling when writ-
ing about soldiers?

When peace is over and war is nigh

God and the soldier is all their cry,

When war is over and peace proclaimed

Back you go to the Devil again.

The politicians who sent regiments to
Northern Ireland should now honour
their debt . . . and not only with weasel
words. — Ron Bishop, Stroud, Glos.

Don’t write off
this ‘rip-of*F’

I AGREE fully with G Davies’s caution
(Mailbag, Sept) over whether to com-
mute. However, contrary to his con-
tention, the commutation scheme is not a
“rip-off™.

Taking the current resettlement com-
mutation rates, a sum of £4,500 over 15
vears would result in a reduction in the
annual pension of £538.60; a repayment
over the period of £8,079. This compares
favourably with a capital repayment
mortgage over the same term with an
APR 0f 9.2 per cent, which would incur a
monthly repayment of £45.33, totalling
£543.98 annually and £8,159.59 over the
full term.

Additionally, as commutation repay-
ments are deducted before tax while
mortgage payments are net of income tax,
the commutation equates to a mortgage
repayment of £34.90 a month (£6,292
over the period) . . . less if you are taxed at
40 per cent.

At the time that Mr Davies commuted
his pension, the rates in use were less
advantageous, but so were the mortgage
rates (considerably so as I remember).

People looking to commute should
always weigh up the alternatives — what
they want to use the money for and what
it would cost them to obtain the capital by
other means. Members of the AGC(SPS)

and the RAPC before them) — always

recommend seeking the assistance of a
professional financial adviser: good
advice for all Service leavers. — SSgt I P
Littler, AGC(SPS), 1 RSME Regi-
ment, Chatham.

® See Issues, Page 39

Left, right, left |

| write in respect of chevrons and badges of
rank worn in the Middle and Far East. |
have just watched The Hill for the
umpteenth time and noticed that all senior
NCOs and the RSM in the film wear their
rank insignia on the left arm only.

I served in Egypt, wearing KD, and Sin-
gapore and Malaya, wearing OG, and my
recollection is that all rank badges on tropi-
cal uniform were worn on one armonly . . .
the RIGHT arm. Was there a change of
policy after the war? Or did the film'’s techni-
cal advisers get it wrong?

| joined in 1948 and went to Egypt in
1949 so it must have changed; if at all,
between 1943 and 1948. — T M Brown (ex-
WO1 (ASM) REME, Nottingham.

Role model . ..

IN the Vox pop feature (Oct) Lt Jo Nissen
RE said she would like to stay in the Army
and get her chartered qualifications,
which “no other woman has done vet”.
My daughter, Maj Gill Prowse, MBE,
CEng, REME, achieved it some time ago.

Jo also stated that the Army and having
a family don’t mix. She will be encour-
aged to learn that my daughter has two
sons, aged seven and five, has served in
Northern Ireland, received the MBE for
services during the Gulf War and is a keen
sportswoman. Go for it, Jo. - Ted
Gibson, South Wirral.
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Dunkirk’s

heroes

deserved better

IN the PS column (Sept), Henry Power of
Queensland asked if anyone possessed a
copy of Gentlemen of Dunkirk. Among my
collection of some 60 books about
Dunkirk I have a copy, albeit slightly dog-
eared, written by war correspondent
James Lansdale Hodson shortly after his
return to England in 1940.

In his foreword he writes: “The BEF in
France and Flanders endured much ill-
fortune, always undeserved, carried out
retirements to conform with the French
line or to safeguard its existence after
King Leopold’s surrender, finally by skill
and courage of the highest order, the bulk
of it reached Dunkirk.”

An undermanned, poorly-equipped
army, the Britsh Expeditionary Force
fought against overwhelming odds. It suf-

Your reference to the Royal Canadian Rifles
(Page 12, Aug) was incorrect. The title is the
Royal Canadian Regiment. — F Tyrrell, Mon-
treal, Canada.
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fered thousands killed and wounded, and
many holding the Dunkirk perimeter —
allowing their comrades to escape — were
captured and spent five years in PoW
camps. To add insult to injury, an
ungrateful Government refused to grant a
medal for this campaign, the only major
campaign of the Second World War to go
unrewarded. A small bar inscribed
“Dunkirk 1940 to attach to the 1939-45
medal would have been appreciated.

We have heard the one about no medals
being issued for defeats, but what about
the 1914 Star awarded for the retreat
from Mons, or the Pacific Star for Singa-
pore in 1941, to name but two?

Finally, Mr Power referred to the “now-
defunct Dunkirk Association”. It might
be in Queensland, but the Dunkirk Veter-
ans Association not vet defunct in the
UK. The DVA is, however, proposing to
wind-up after its final pilgrimage to
Dunkirk in the summer of 2000. — Ken
Clarke, Hon Sec, Henley-on-Thames
Branch, DVA.

WRITE TO: SOLDIER, ORDNANCE ROAD, ALDERSHOT, HANTS GU11 2DU @ E-mail: solmag@btinternet.com
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Uniform approach

| LIVE in Italy, where soldiers often travel
in uniform. In fact, soldiers never have any
problem when hitch-hiking and people are
generally respectful and courteous
towards them. Even in cities such as
Rome or Milan, soldiers are rarely has-
sled. — Richard Jones, Nottingham.
Wear those uniforms all the time. The
British Army is the best in the world. - Cpl
Jeff Wheeler, US Marine Corps.

@ No sooner had our Vox Pop feature
(Sept) addressed the issue than the MoD
relaxed its rules. See Page 7.

Cook made his mark

NOWADAYS everyone has a posh
moniker. | learned recently that meals are
now “prepared” in the Army by “chefs”. In
my days in the ATS they were lucky to be
called cooks. On one monthly inspection
our colonel caught an old chef making a
pattern around a mince tart with his false
teeth. On looking back, | must say they
were the happiest days of my life. - Rosa
Kinder, Alfreton, Derbyshire.

My grandad was amazed to read that Army
cooks are now called chets. During his
many stories about Army cooking in the
Second World War he has called them by
many other names but never once by this
glorious title. — John-Paul Walsh, Leyland,
Lancs.

Proud day on Rock

MY wife and | were invited to the presenta-
tion of new Colours to The Gibraltar Regi-
ment by the Duke of Kent. The parade
discipline was high, the uniforms smart
and the ceremony faultless. Marker sol-
diers from the UK were a credit to their
regiments. We wish the Gibraltar Regi-
ment every success. — A J Lovegrove, Rom-
ford, Essex.

We were fork-less

THE 350cc Matchless illustrated (battle-
bikes, Aug) could not possibly be a veter-
an of the desert war as the model has
telescopic forks which were first manufac-
tured in 1949 when | purchased one of the
first available. All wartime Matchless bikes
had solid forks, as do the Royal Enfield
and BSA in the pictures. My unit was
using the Matchless 350cc with solid forks
in 1956, and up to that time | had not seen
any military bikes with telescopic forks.
The BSA 500cc looks identical to one
issued to me in Palestine in 1947. - Capt J
F Mapstone, Northampton.

Long-server

| WAS posted as a Regular soldier to Malta
in 1939 and served overseas for the next
5'/2 years. During that time | met an RQMS
in the Devons who was in his tenth year of
overseas service. If anyone has made a
claim to the longest period of continuous
overseas service by a Regular soldier |
would be interested to learn about it. - R J
Shears (late RASC), Leicester.

(63)
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The Choral Music of
Two World Wars

Including among other music:
Last Post
“They shall grow not old” — Guest
‘For lo, I raise up’ — Stanford
The Beatitudes — Pirt

‘Lord, thou hast been our Refuge’ —
Vaughan Williams

Antiphons for the 50th Anniversary of
the End of War in Europe — Tavener

Valiant-for-Truth — Vaughan Williams

Reveille

CD £13.00 ($20.00)
CASSETTE £7.50 ($12.00)

PLEASE ADD FOR PACKING
AND POSTAGE:

For 1-3 recordings, total p & p:
UK/BFPO £1.00
Europe £2.00
U.S.A./Canada $4.00

For 4 or more recordings, total p & p:
UK/BFPO £2.00
Europe £3.00
U.S.A./Canada $5.50

DEDERS: T O

Joy Makin, Lincoln College,
Oxford ox1 3DR, England.

Cheques should be made payable to

Lincoln College, Oxford.

For purchase by credit card:
Tel: 01865 279815
Fax: 01865 279963

E-mail: joy.makin@lincoln.ox.ac.uk




Reviews

Birkenhead: Ship
of iron discipline

Stand Fast by David Bevan. Traditional Pub-
lishing, paperback, £6.95.

ECHOES of the Titanic pervade the
tragic story of HM Troopship Birken-
head, which struck a rock and sank with
the loss of 445 lives off the coast of South
Africa.

Too few lifeboats were launched for the
638 people on board the all-iron paddle-
steamer, who included soldiers from ten
British regiments . . . and some soldiers
either drowned in their bunks or were
killed by the toppling funnel.

But the Birkenhead disaster occurred in
1852, 60 years before the Tiranic, and on
the earlier occasion the phrase “Women
and children first” was coined - and car-
ried out to the letter.

The incident also led to another phrase
— Birkenhead Drill, or heroic self-sacrifice
—adopted in military circles.

Only three boats could be lowered from
the Birkenhead and the captain insisted on

the women and children going first before
shouting “Every man for himself!”

But as the 20 women and children
made for safety, the senior Army officer
on board, Lt Col Alexander Seton, 74th
Highlanders, feared the boats would be
swamped and ordered 200 or so soldiers
to “Stand fast” on deck, knowing they
were heading for certain death in shark-
infested waters.

Among tributes paid to the soldiers on
the Birkenhead was the King of Prussia’s
order that the official account of the story
should be read to each of his regiments as
an example of true Teutonic military dis-
cipline and virtue.

Further tribute has now been paid by
author David Bevan, who did National
Service in the Army, in Stand Fast, his
brilliantly-researched and absorbingly-
told factual account of the episode.

There are whispers that the story may
be filmed, so the Titanic echoes continue
to reverberate. - CH

-~

Reygille Sustained by Iaughter
Retr zbunon c
?\ii ST I\ 1‘\': l-.lt a _' oot i

Classic tongue-in-cheek articles
by Sustainer such as “The
Thruster’s Guide” culled from 25
years of contributions to various
military journals deserved a more
lasting form and here itis —a
large-format paperback, Reveille
and Retribution and other stories
To be entertained by retired

brigadier Tank Nash’s irreverent
pieces, illustrated by Piscator, and
help the Army Benevolent Fund
into the bargain, send cheques for
£10.95 per copy (inc p&p) to Bull-
dog Publishing Ltd, Freepost
KEB669, Cambridge, CB1 5YE.

Blessed are the music-makers

ON NOVEMBER 11, 1920, two years
after the Armistice, the funeral of the
Unknown Soldier took place in Westmin-
ster Abbey.

Immediately following the two minutes’
silence, in what must have been a spine-
tingling moment, Kontakion of the Dead
soared to the heavens from the choir.

The Russian Liturgy, translated into
English by W ] Birkbeck and set to a Kiev
melody, is one of the powerful and inspir-
ing anthems on the CD and cassette Peace
In Our Time: Music of Peace and War, by
the students’ Choir of Lincoln College
Oxford (Guild Music Ltd, see advertise-
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ment for details). Fourteen tracks,
including Arvo Part’s 1990s setting of The
Beatitudes, Vaughan Williams’s Valiant-
for-Truth, Kodaly’s Agnus Dei, and A
Peace Prayer, set to St Francis of Assisi’s
words by Philip Wilby especially for the
choir, are framed by trumpeter Christo-
pher Millington’s haunting Last Post and
Reveille.

Director and organ soloist Benjamin
Nicholas, in his early 20s, writes in the
accompanying booklet: “We know how
blessed we are. This disc is issued in
thanksgiving that two world wars have not
been followed by a third”. - CH

tary music, please write to me c/o Soldier.
-

A hundred years ago, the
ments of Surrey, Kent, Sunu, M'
sex and Hampshire could boast 14
Regular Army bands between them.
Today, after a century of cuts, amalga-
mations and restructuring, just one
regiment — The Princess of Wales’s
Royal Regiment — remains, and its only
band is a Territorial Army unit.

Given the fact that the band normal-
ly practises just once a week, the quali-
ty of its new CD, The Kohima Band
(Bandleader STACD 70008), is greatly
to its credit. The first half concentrates
on popular concert works such as Van-
guard Owverture, Phantom of the Opera
and Post Horn Gallop, while the second
reflects the band’s heritage, with the
quick marches of the old regiments.

The CD is available only from the
Kohima Band, Leeds TA Centre, Can-
terbury, Kent CT1 1HR.

CLIVE IN CONCERT

Typical of the new breed of Regular
bands is the Band of the Prince of
Wales’s Division (Clive), which also has
a new release, In Concert (Planta-
genet CD PMRD 9410). Maintaining
the traditions of the Welsh regiments, it
has included a male voice choir along-
side the military and dance bands in a
programme of light music that includes
The Welshman, 633 Squadron, Going
Home and a brace of Mozart pieces:
Rondo from the Horn Concerto and
themes from the 40th Symphony.

In my last column I wrote of Troop-
ing the Colour recordings; this month
it is the turn of that other star attrac-
tion, the Royal Tournament. Many tra-
ditionalists frown on the inclusion of
items such as TV’s Gladiators, but the
music at least is always of a high stan-
dard and the two recordings now avail-
able should satisfy most enthusiasts.

HOUSEHOLD DIVISION

Royal Tournament 1997 (Band-
leader CD BNATL 1097) is a live
recording of a performance by the
Massed Bands of the Household Divi-
sion in the presence of the Queen and
Duke of Edinburgh. In their honour,
100 Scots Guards pipers, past and pre-
sent, were on parade, which adds enor-
mously to the occasion. But be warned:
the crowd sometimes comes close to
drowning out the music.

For a clearer recording you are
directed to Music from the Royal
Tournament 1998 (Bandleader CD
BNA 5098), a studio recording by the
Royal Air Force bands. The two releas-
es are complementary: the 1997 cap-
tures the atmosphere, while the 1998
version is musically the stronger.

If you have any problems obtaining record-
ings mention here, or any queries about mIII-J
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Belgian historical society dedicated to the his-
tory of the Battle of the Ardennes, 1944-45,
is preparing a study of the operations of the
British XXX Corps in the Ardennes. It seeks
British veterans, especially former members
of the 1st Highland Light Infantry, 7th Royal
Welch Fusiliers, 4th Welch and the 144th Reg-
iment, Royal Armoured Corps, willing to share
personal memories of the battle in Jan 1945.
Replies to Pieter Stolte, CRIBA, Aaster-
bergstraat 21, 6845 Gx Arnhem, Netherlands.

Former ship’s company of HMS
Unicorn (a one-off aircraft repair
carrier), including battalions of
Argylls and Middlesex Regiment,
and others, who were on board
during the second commission,
1949-51, sought for reunions.
Write to HMS Unicorn Associa-
tion, 3 Arundel Close, Hemel
Hempstead, Herts HP2 4QR (tel
01442 255821).

Philip Hugh Morgan seeks fellow
inmates of Stalag 8C, Sagan
1944-45, namely Fus Sidney
Pugh of the Royal Fusiliers, Pte
Tommy Atkins of the Queen's
Regiment or Royal Fusiliers, and
Alan, surname and regiment
unknown. He also wishes to trace Capt
Donald S Murray, ex-Scottish Horse, who was
captured at Anzio and was an inmate at Oflag

Royal Regiment of Artillery Association,
Exeter Branch: Annual dinner-dance on Dec
12. Tickets from John Seatherton, 8 Seabrook
Avenue, Exeter (tel 01392 874072).

Canal Zoners: Suez Canal veterans' organi-
sation spring reunion at Stoke on Trent has
been re-arranged to take place on Jan 16-18.
Details of this and Victory Club luncheons
from The Canal Zoners, 16 Bridge Way,
Twickenham TW2 7JJ (enclose sae).

16/5 L, QLR and 17/21 L: The 1999 Aliwal
dinner-dance will be held at Tillington Hall
Hotel, Stafford on Jan 30. For details send sae
to Maj Cook, RMLY, Bridgeman House,
Dawley Bank, Telford TF4 2BQ.

Coldstream Guards, 3rd Bn, No 4 Coy
(1950-1955): Seventh reunion dinner to be
held in Birmingham on April 10, 1899. Details
from Harry Westgarth, 49 Rokeby Park, Hull
HU4 7QE (01482 503649).

79. Replies to Bay View, Glan Y Mor Road,
Goodwick, Pembrokeshire or tel 01348
873415.

4th Battalion, Devonshire Regiment has an
annual reunion at Exeter and is keen to trace
anyone who served with the unit in Austria,
Gibraltar and Anglesey. Details from Ken
Coles, 43 Roping Road, Yeovil BA21 4BE.

Plaque puzzler?
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If you know the story behind this bronze
memorial to 11 railwaymen killed during
the Second World War, Railtrack would
be delighted to hear from you. The com-
pany also wants to find an appropriate
home for the memorial.

It is not known where the 30in by 24in
plaque, commissioned by the London,
Midland and Scottish Railway, was first
displayed, and the men who it commem-
orates are listed only as being from “this
department”.

Railtrack estates manager John Pen-
gelly believes the plaque originated in
the Manchester area and adorned the
wall of a station at one time. He is hoping
one of our readers might recognise it or
the names of the men it honours.

They are listed as Sgt L Cervi, Gdsm C
Dickens, Pte J Farrington, LCpl J Halli-
well, AB F Handley, AB J Parkinson, AB
G Parton, Gnr W Pearson, Fus H Robin-
son, Pte T Smith and Spr P Tyldesley.

John said: “One clue we have got is
that it was presented before the national-
isation of the railways in 1945 as the
plaque is dedicated to men of the old
LMR.”

He can be contacted on 0161 228 4410.

ARMY officers and SNCOs with manage-
ment responsibilities for civilian staff are
being encouraged to make use of a new
course aimed at giving an overview and gen-
eral awareness of civilian management mat-
ters.

The “Managing Civilian Staff” workshop
designed by Defence Management Training
includes sessions on the Civil Service, con-
ditions of service and essential legislation,

\discipline and restoring efficiency, employee

New DMT workshop offers the
lowdown on managing civvies

relations, training and development, and per-
formance appraisal.

The workshop can come to you, depend-
ing on the facilities available and number of
participants. A shorter presentation for larger
audiences can also be offered. To apply, use
the DMT booking form (MoD Form 691) and
sent it to your nearest DMT regional training
centre in London, Bath or Glasgow. A
helpline for all DMT modules can be reached
on 0171 305 0195.

Minister pays
tribute to

Suez Medal
campaigner

COLONEL P S (Pip) Newton, who after a dis-
tinguished career in uniform devoted much of
his time to campaigning for a General Service
Medal for the Suez Emergency (1951-54), has
died in his 80th year.

He suffered a stroke shortly after leading a
Suez Medal delegation to Whitehall in March
this year to present a 20,000-signature peti-
tion to Defence Under-Secretary John Spellar.

In aletter to Col Newton's widow, Mr Spellar
has paid tribute to “the tremendous contribu-
tion he made to the
Army, his regiment
and to other military
matters in which he
took such a passion-
ate interest”.

Since retiring from
the Army in the early
1970s Col Newton
had been secretary
of the Army Muse-
ums Ogilby Trust
and latterly honorary
curator of the Army
Staff College Museum at Camberley. He also
reviewed many books for Soldier, signing-off
with the initials “PSN".

Commissioned into the Royal Sussex Reg-
iment in 1939, he became at 21': the
youngest lieutenant-colonel to serve in the
British Army when he set up a battle school,
reverting to captain when his battalion was

mobilised.
SOE AND SAS

He served at El Alamein and, after para-
chute and sabotage training, with the Special
Operations Executive, 2 SAS, and in 1944 on
the staff of 21 Army Group in Normandy and
Brussels.

After becoming at 24'/z the youngest Army
Staff College student this century, he rejoined
21 Army Group and was involved with the dis-
bandment of the German Army. Service in the
Canal Zone in the early 1950s resulted in his
being made MBE.

Later he joined The Parachute Regiment
and saw more operational service in Malaya
and Borneo.

® Our October Mailbag pages, which went
to press before Col Newton died, included an
appeal for get-well messages. We thank the
many readers who responded and have
passed all those received to his widow.

Col Pip Newton

ALDERSHOT Military Museum has a new
permanent display devoted to the develop-
ment of flying. It opened 90 years to the
day after pioneer aviator Samuel Franklin
Cody made the first successful aeroplane
flight in the UK, at Farnborough in 1908.

FRIENDS of War Memorials has a new
address, 4 Lower Belgrave Street, London
SW1WOLA (0171 259 0403) and a new world-
wide web site — www.war-memorials.com
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On parade:Lt Col Rory Steevenson, Reg Goding, RSM Mike McDonald and Capt James Coote

PWRR put the smile
back on Reg’s face

BLIND war veteran Reg Goding did not
have long to wait for a new set of medals
when his were stolen from his home at
Rottingdean, near Brighton.

Big-hearted Territorial Army soldiers
serving with the 6th/7th Battalion, The
Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment
learned about Reg’s loss from a news
report on local television and contacted
him through the police.

The battalion, which has bases
throughout Sussex, had a whip-round to
buy replacement medals and contacted
dealer Raymond Holdich, who pulled out
all the stops to come up with the appro-

priate set in time for 6/7’s Salerno Day
parade two days later. There his new
African Star, Italian Star, Atlantic Star,
Victory Medal and Defence Medal were
presented to a beaming Reg by the com-
manding officer, Lt Col Rory Steevenson.

The veteran, who was blinded by
shrapnel from a land mine while serving
with the North London Fusiliers in Italy
during the Second World War, said: “I
feel very honoured and I could not have
wished for more.”

Lt Col Steevenson commented: “We
felt we had to do something. We could not
leave an old soldier without his medals.”

Try @ weekend in the

TO mark the 80th anniversary of the end
of the First World War, the National
Army Museum in Chelsea is holding two
days of special events over the weekend
November 21-22.

Visitors will be able to try on and
handle original 1914-18 uniforms,
weapons and artefacts while uniformed
interpreters from the Great War Society
will demonstrate aspects of military ser-
vice during the conflict.

There will also be advice on how to visit
the battlefields today,
and illustrated talks
on life in the trenches, the horse at war
and medicine.

Some of the events will take place in the
museum’s First World War gallery, which
features life-size reconstructions, includ-
ing a section of trench, archive film and
scale models.

Admission is free and the programme
runs from 1lam to 5pm each day.
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® Treasures of the NAM - see Page 69

trenches

A series of lunchtime lectures to com-
memorate the Armistice is also planned at
the National Army Museum. They start
at 1.15pm, are free and will last for about
30 minutes. No tickets are required.

Subjects include weapons of trench
warfare (Nov 5), trench life (Nov 9), the
Indian Army on the
Western Front (Nov
10), the Commonwealth War Graves
Commission (Nov 11), Flers — the first
tank barttle (Nov 12), the battlefields
today (Nov 13), the German Army on the
Western Front (Nov 19), and living with
the legacy of the Great War (Nov 26).

To check on lectures, which may
change, or the special weekend timetable,
ring 0171 0717 ext 2228.

Picture: Evening Argus, Brighton

[ Latest video releases )
Vivid pictures
of the Somme

TO mark the 80th anniversary of the end of
the First World War, four new titles have
been released by DD Video.

@ The Battle of the Somme features
some of the best contemporary newsreel
footage of an army “two years in the
making, ten minutes in the destroying”. It
contains reconstructions, dramatised eye-
witness accounts and 3-D computer-gen-
erated mapping technigues.

@ Gallipoli — Death on the Beaches
shows rarely-seen battle footage of this
military débacle which was supposed to be
a quick, simple operation to knock out the
Turks. Dramatised eye-witness accounts,
expert comment and analysis bring the
campaign to life and show the beaches
and battlefields as they are today.

@ Kaiserschlacht 1918 is the account
of the “Kaiser's Battle” — the great German
spring offensive of 1918. A million German
troops were committed to this final desper-
ate attempt to win the war.

® Dying in Verdun was made with
access to previously unrevealed original
film from French archives, interviews with
survivors, and soldiers’ letters. The Battle
for Verdun lasted almost ten months in
1916 at a cost of nearly a million men killed
or wounded.

All five are priced at £12.99 and have an
running time of 50-55 minutes.

DESERT STORM

The highly-acclaimed BBC series The
Gulf War (DD Video) is now on video. It
features a step-by-step account of the run-
up to the war and first-hand accounts of
Operation Desert Storm. Every aspect of
the conflict is covered, including the only
film of an SAS column inside Iraq.

From another BBC documentary series
comes Decisive Weapons (DD Video),
which charts the story of weapons that
changed the face of war. Narrated by Sean
Bean and using dramatic combat footage
and expert analysis, Volume One features
the Soviet T-34 tank, the P-51 Mustang
fighter and the Bell “Huey" helicopter.
(Price £12.99, running time 85min.)

HITLER'S HEAVIES

Following the theme of weapons are two
videos in the Scorched Earth series, Doo-
dlebug! Hitler's Terror Weapons and
Tiger! German Heavy Tanks (DD Video).
They feature rare archive footage and 3-D
computer graphics. (£12.99, 52min.)

One for train enthusiasts is Steam at
War — Destination Victory (DD Video)
which looks at railways in Britain and occu-
pied Europe during the Second World War.
It includes rare footage from Britain and
Germany and features wartime steam
engines surviving today. (£12.99, 52 min.)

MT Videos, in conjunction with Vintage
Commercial magazine, has issued its first
two presentations compiled from 1940s
film and video held at the Imperial War
Museum. Scammell Recovery (77min)
features the Scammell six-wheel recovery
truck rescuing Churchill tanks in trouble,
and Vehicle Mastership (56min) shows
the Bedford QL soon after it came into ser-
vice. (£14.95 each, black and white.) J




Veterans to
get Legion
d’'Honneur

ELIGIBLE British veterans of the Western
Front will receive France's first ranking order,
the Legion d’'Honneur, following a decision by
the French Government to pay tribute to them
on the 80th anniversary of the end of the First
World War.

Applications should be made to the French
Ambassador at the French Embassy, 58
Knightsbridge, London SW1X 7JT.

To qualify, candidates must have served in
France on the Western Front during the 1914-
18 war and they must reside in the United
Kingdom. Veterans living outside the UK
should apply via the embassy in their country
of residence. No awards will be given posthu-
mously.

Information forwarded to the embassy
should include: surname and first names, date
and place of birth, nationality, private address
(of veteran or kin), last position in the Armed
Forces, including rank, length of service on
French territory (including dates), service
records and dates, and previous honours
(including French) and dates.

Did you see . .. Maj Dick Strawbridge,
Royal Signals, on Channel 4's Scrapheap
programme? With two colleagues he had
to build a traction engine from bits and
pieces found in a junkyard and then out-
pull a vehicle constructed by a rival team.
Dick, who has an engineering background,
upheld the honour of the regiment in fine
style by winning by two pulls to one. He is
currently working at the Procurement
Executive headquarters at Abbey Wood,
Bristol.

Brig David Shaw, who has ;usr retired from
the Army as Comman- :
der 42 (North West)
Brigade, was presented
with a fireman's heimet
to mark his departure
from Fulwood Barracks,
Preston and to record
his involvement with mili-
tary emergency duties
during Fire Brigade
strikes. His staff lined
the road as he was
driven away in a Green Goddess. Brig Shaw,
who has now joined the Army Benevolent
Fund as a regional director based in the Bul-
ford area, handed over command of 42
Brigade to Brig Alex Birtwistle, late of The
Queen’s Lancashire Regiment.

DATES

NOVEMBER

20-21: Army Arts Society annual exhibition,
Medieval Hall, Salisbury.

DECEMBER

5-6: Tenth anniversary Birmingham Interna-
tional Tattoo, National Indoor Arena. Box
| office 0121 200 2222,

@® To include public events in this diary, con-
tact the Editor.

Rory keeps it in fami.l*

A CARTOON colouring book which has
already raised £6,000 for the Army
Benevolent Fund is set to
make even more money for
the charity.

Written three years ago by
Brig Peter Stewart-Richard-
son and illustrated by John
Ryan of Caprain Pugwash
fame, Piper’s Tale is the
humorous picture story of

joined a Highland regiment Rory, the Highland soldier and approached him to do

Rory, a Scots boy who
during the Napoleonic
wars.

Aimed at younger readers, who will
also enjoy colouring-in John Ryan’s car-
toons, the book is being reissued in time
for Christmas.

There is a story behind the story: Brig

the book. “He and his
daughter were a tremendous help,” he
says.

Itis priced at £2.75, including p and p,
and all proceeds go to the Army Benevo-
lent Fund. You can find details of how m
order the book on Page 57.

Young people do care . ..

IF the surviving gen-
erations of 80 years
of conflict needed
any reassurance that
today’s younger gen-
eration care about
the past sacrifices of
war they need look
no further than the

poignant words of a
Louise Raikes,

teenage girl.
above, aged 12, Louise Raikes, of
when she wrote Yeovil, Somerset,

the poem, and,

below, today whose 18th birthday

falls on November 8,
was just 12 when she
wrote her poem
Autumn Remem-
brance as part of a
school project.

Her words repre-
sent the thoughts
and feelings of
today’s teenagers —

young men and women who, 80 and more
years ago, would have been all too close to
the horror and sadness of war.

AUTUMN REMEMBRANCE

Bitter cold wind

during the minute of silence.

People pray for the past

as the leaves scuttle across the ground.

Poppies blow in the wind

as the people gather around,

To remember the eleventh hour,
the deathly minute of no sound.

Kicking leaves with no care,

or lying in my cot.

Grandparents remember those dreadful days
that are never to be forgot.

No time for playing conkers

Watching over the field of blood,

Fighting for our country's lives

and when those last deadly words are said,
“OVER THE TOP".

Publisher
wants to
hear from
poets to
mark 80th
anniversary

To mark the 80th anniversary of
the end of the First World War, the
publishers Poetry Now are look-
ing for poems for inclusion ina
book — A Century of War - due out
in the New Year. Editor Andy Head
wants to read about experiences
or views on war, even if the author
wasn't there. All those published
will be entered into the Top 100 of

1999 award scheme, with poets
standing a chance of winning
anything from £50 to £3,500.

Send your work to Poetry Now,
A Century of War, 1-2 Wainman
Road, Woodston, Peterborough
PE2 7BU or fax them to 01733
230751. Include no more than two
poems (max 30 lines) to arrive
before November 30.

WAR STORY: The museum in the famous
Cloth Hall at Ypres has been redesigned as
the first interactive museum exclusively
dedicated to the First World War. Retitled
the In Flanders Field Museum, it aims at
keeping the story alive by using new tech-

nology, with interactive models, comput-
ers, video images and sound effects. Visi-
tors can take the identity of a person who
really existed in the war and follow them
through to the end — not knowing whether
they were injured, died or survived.
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Picture: Terry Champion

In conversation: Brig Mike Calvert, left, with Ted Tresise at the Royal Star and Garter Home

Face-to-face with
Mad Mike Calvert

SOLDIER “old boy” and Western Desert
veteran Ted Tresise first met Chindit
legend Brig “Mad” Mike Calvert in the
back of a London taxicab.

Both men, now living at the Royal Star
and Garter Home at Richmond, were
guests of the London Taxi Drivers’ Asso-
ciation on their annual seaside outing for
residents. During the long drive to Wor-
thing in a convoy of 120 taxis, the two

~

| E0)YEARS AGO

From Soldier, November 1948

GEN SLIM RETURNS

Confounding precedent, 57-year-old Gen
Sir William Slim, who left the Army in 1947,
has returned from civilian life to become
the new Chief of the Imperial General Staff.
He takes over from Fd Marshal Viscount
Montgomery, who becomes defence chief
of the Western Union.

Z25YEARS AGO

From Soldier, October/November 1973

WARMING UP FOR EVEREST

Two new names have been added to the
map as a result of the Army’s Himalayan
expedition, a warm-up for the planned
assault on Everest in 1976. The climbers
were misled by a map and ended up
climbing two new peaks, which have
been named Bahuguna and Gurkha
Parbat (the Gurkha’s Mountain) in honour

of Gurkha soldiers on the expedition.
k& )
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found they had much to talk about.

Back in the Royal Star and Garter
library, Ted found several books on Mike
Calvert’s war against the Japanese in
Burma, where he led the 77th Brigade.
He also found a copy of Calvert’s autobi-
ography, Fighting Mad.

He says Brig Calvert, who arrived at the
home for disabled ex-Servicemen and
women in June, has made quite an impact
on the many residents who knew of him
by reputation.

Ted, who will be 82 in January, was Sol-
dier’s very first circulation manager. He
served with the artillery from Tobruk to
El Alamein, took part in the Sicily land-
ings and was a war correspondents’ con-
ducting officer from D-Day to VE-Day.
Soon after victory had been won in 1945
he joined the staff of the new magazine,

Waterloo warrior rests at ease

DEREK Scholfield, secretary of the Royal
Regiment of Artillery Association’s Exeter
Branch, tells us he chanced upon the follow-
ing verse on a headstone in the tiny hamlet of
Georgeham, North Devon.

Nor cannons roar, nor rifle shot

Can wake him in this peaceful spot:
With faith in Christ and trust in God,
The sergeant sleeps beneath this clod.

Buried beneath it is one Sgt John Hill of the
10th Regiment of Infantry, who fought at
Waterloo, campaigned with the Duke of
Wellington throughout the Peninsular War,
and died on February 28, 1861. Derek reck-
ons the clear lettering is a reminder of the old
warrior's place in the hearts of the hamlet.

Treasures
of the
National
Army
Museum

NATIONAL

ARMY
MUSEUM

The signpost from Hellfire Corner

This way
to hellfire

AT the end of the First World War
Lt William Storie “liberated” a
battered signpost from the notori-
ous Menin Road and took it back
to Edinburgh where it was placed
in a Princes Street shop window.

Eventually it disappeared to the
back of a cupboard in the family
home and was re-discovered only
recently, still in the original white
canvas cover in which it had been
transported from France.

It had marked a busy junction on
the road from Ypres to the front
and tens of thousands of Tommies
had marched past it on their way to
the trenches. Many were never to

return.
DANGEROUS

Hellfire Corner was a particular-
ly dangerous spot. Within easy
range of German positions, it had
guns constantly trained on it and
was very heavily shelled. Its nick-
name was conferred by troops who
ran the gauntlet of Hellfire Corner,

Although hessian was suspended
from long poles in an attempt to
obscure the Germans’ view of
Allied troop movements, the
enemy gunners were virtually cer-
tain of hitting something. In the
spring offensive of 1918 the Ger-
mans, set on capturing Ypres, got
as far as Hellfire Corner before
being repelled.

The signboard was donated to
the museum in 1996.

The signboard is in too fragile a condition at
present to go on display in the museum,




The regular
feature in
which we
ask soldiers
for their
views on

an issue

Is it still important to
remember those who died
in the First World War?

Although the dead of all conflicts are remem-
bered on Remembrance Day, there is still a
strong emphasis on the First World War. We

asked ten soldiers if the two-minute silence at ther fought in France about it that much, but now it's important to
the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month and survived, but had me. A lot of people died for what we have
and the wearing of poppies are still relevant to nightmares every night now; we should respect that.
the modern world. until he died aged 87.

We're so used to seeing CSgt Michael
Cpl Nev Armitage, AGC (5PS) films with macho super- Vincent, D and D

heroes, but we must
remember war isn't like
that and we must pre-
vent such madness and
inhumanity from ever happening again.

Itis important to remem-
ber them. They were the
ones who fought to put
the “great” in Great
Britain. People some-
times ask why we need
an army but when they

Young people cannot
relate to people fighting
for their country, so
they ought to be
informed and helped to

" : FrP understand what hap-
Pte Nicola Hawkins, AGC (SPS) pened so it won't

rememper the soldiers Anyone who learns happen again. Every-

of the First and Second about it would think it is one should be remembered, up to the Falk-
World Wars they can ‘ { important to remember lands and the Gulf, as well as the wars before
understand what the Army today is really them. | am 19 years old the First World War.

about.

and to go out on a bat-
tlefield facing certain
death at my age would
take a lot of courage.
When you think about
it, we are still British

Maj Ian Waller,
AGC (ETS)

| don't think we should
ever forget. Remem-
brance Day gives us a

Pte Katie Tranter,
AGC (SPS)

I think it is still relevant.
If we had not fought in

| the war the Germans because of them. bit of focus and
would have won, and ) . reminds people that the
there might not have Sgt Mark Dorn, AGC Army is not just about

even been a British (SPS)

I standing on Horse-
Army today. It is a good Remembering what

guards in smart red uni-

] : idea to keep the tradi- happened is a way to forms. | think there has been a bit of
tion of remembering the 11th day. If I had make sure we never momentum with more and more people
been there | would have been terrified. return to the atrocities of observing the silence.

the First World War. Itis
something we have to
pass on to future gener-
ations. My grandfather
died in that war and my father visits his grave
in France every year.

WO2 Trevor Parry,
RA

Everyone who fights
and dies for their coun-
try deserves to be
remembered. But |

Sgt Sharon Potts,

4 KOSB (V)

We should learn
lessons from history
rather than forget it. If
you go to the Imperial

don't think we should Pte Sara Gill, AGC War Museum and read

go on too much about (SPS) about the First World

it. We have got to get It's not something that War it is almost as if

rid of the hatred and people should be you were reading the

meet one another half way. forced into and each news of today. It brought it home to me that
g ) o person can make up this happened 80 years ago and now it is

Maj Kate Weir, AGC (ETS) their own minds about happening again. We must remember what

Itis desperately important to remember. It it. Before | joined the those people did and not make the same

prevents us from glorifying war. My grandfa- Army | did not think mistakes.

Interviews: Karen Moseley  Pictures: Mike Weston
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A VOLVO FOR THE PRICE OF
AN ORDINARY CAR.

CONDITIONING + CD PLAYER + ALLOY WHEELS « GUARD ALARM WITH IMMOBILISER,
DRIVERS AIRBAG + SIPS + SIPS AIRBAG * ABS AND MUCH MUCH MORE

Introducing the Volvo S40 XS saloon and V40 XS estate -
Upgrading to a new Volvo has never been easier, or cheaper

S$40 XS 1.6i from £10,985 V40 XS 1.6i from £11,560

$40 XS 1.8 16v (115 bhp) from £12,030 V40 XS 1.8 16v (115 bhp) from £12,605

S40 XS 2.0T from £13,755 V40 XS 2.0T from £14,330
For a full information pack giving details of our special HM Forces Tax Free Prices, Volvo low rate finance,

best part-exchange prices and our worldwide delivery options, contact the experts.

CALLUK 01707 262 388
VOLVO

Military Sales

The XS variant is only available in a limited range of colours and additional options. Prices apply to the tax free purchase of a brand new Volvo by serving
members of HM Forces on, or about to embark on, an overseas posting. All prices quoted are exclusive of VAT, tax, delivery and registration.

1 Volvo Ca

:Tel: 01707 262388, Fax: 01707 261712, E-Mail: vec4.tdsuk@memo.volvo.se
i
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Magic Moments

E
et
-

-3 -

’-

...3-
T v‘—.., i
; -~ ‘5— - _

BT —

e

The new M-class from Mercedes-Benz, with
our excellent delivery times these moments
could be with you sooner than you think.

&

Mercedes-Benz

Diplomatic & Tourist Sales
Mercedes-Benz (UK) Ltd, 78 Piccadilly, London W1V 0AQ

Tel: 0171 491 5500 Fax: 0171 409 1708
www.mercedes-benz.co.uk/export
Email: sales@export.mercedes-benz.co.uk

Cars available left/right hand drive with UK specification.



