






















HE V M  eras. Brit8ink W K a I - .  
mpd f u  h e ? y  e war, b 1m ymn 
OldfLLlou. 
It M the Soverttigy's paaooll award 

and the mat bigbly trrwred of all IniEtqy 
docoratiolyl. I t i a t b c ~ ~ o u r a p r s m u  
CDIt win and *ea p"dqasq owr all OtlWJr 
-.deoornhat 8 and dammtms 

&nm& and private SOMiar are equally 
eligible for the honour. Civilianscan win rt and 
so cau mtnnan. Thc medal itself can n e w  be. 

. should not be forfsited .Even 

Cross on the scaffold." 
Until 1920 the Victoria Cross 

was worn suspended from a blue 
ribbon for the Royal Navy and 
from a red ribbon for the Amy.  
Sinee then the 'ribbon has bsw 
red for all scnices. 
' .Originally, only m q & s  of 

~. 

mates of the Beogpl Civil Ssr- 
v k ,  who helped s u p p p  the 

fourth Mutiny, and was the a 89p3 
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’ . * The Colonel oftheRegiment * does not lead it in battle- 
’ . ~. ,* but he may lead the fig o 

:* obtain for it a battle hoi r. 

e “  * * * * * *.* * * * 

COMPANY OE COLONELS THE PROU k 

AVEyesLCpdthcnewa? TbeTarof 
R.abbrBcaapphtedcob.cl- 
i m - c ~ o f t b t ~ ”  the cob 
~ o m e a o f a e R O y a l s c o c  

~ M d k b k h a u , o w d 8 y i D ~ t L c ’ . L r ( k  
"Indeed, sir. And can he hold bc44 appoint- 

ments at once, sir?” asked the batman. 
Others, besides the batman, have bcen a little 

v a y s  about the place and function of re@- 
m s l l t p l  colonels aBd colonels-inchef. To a 
foreigner, it is baftlins to find that a regiment 
ean have a lieutenant-wlonel (who comma& 
it), 8 colwel (who has possibly never com- 
manded it and never will), and a colonel-in- 
chief (who is of blood r q d .  though not ncces- 
sprily the English blood royal). 

First, what is the rok of a colonel-in4kf7 
The appoihtment (which lends p t  prestae to 
the regiment) involves no set duties, but royal 
colonels-inchief do take a clm; inter& in their 
regimeats-hpecthg, presenting new Colours 
and so on. During the Crkncan war, the Prince 
Consort sent overmats tn the officers of his mgi- 
ments, and tobacco to the men. Rerimeatpl 
bistorics of World War Two record the eating 
of chishaps pddings sea!! by fdonels-in-chi.af. . The Quean 18 colonel-lo-chief of a number 

ts including, (radi-ally, those of 
$=old Brinade. She also 

T 

! .  

battles all over again, to obtain 
for their regiments battle hon- 
ours which may have been 
overlooked. When a regiment 
proudly displaysa new button or 
hackle, or flies a new Colour, the 
innovation has probably meant 
hard work by the colonel. 

The colonel may give much 
time to distresed ex-members of 
the regiment, or to the families 
of men serving overseas. He is 
always on call to present prizes 
(some given by bimself) at rem- 

harder to dislodge. Until after 
Waterloo, the award of a 
colonelcy was the only way of 
paying a general who was not in 
an appointment, and when he re- 
tired the regime t yielded his 
pension. It was l o t  until after 
the Crimea that the “clothing 
colonel” went out of circulation, 
and provision of clothing was 
taken over by the Government. 
Later in the century, colonels of 
regiments were receiving a regu- 
lar income of flOOO a year- 
more in the Guards. They did 
not lose this until senior offi- 
cers’ pensions were raised. 
Army Today, &ox any of retired the substantive Regular 

rank of lieutenant-colonel or 
above, or serving Regular officer 
of the substantiverank ofcolonel 
or above, may become colonel 
of a regiment.’ Large regiments 
and corps, like the Royal Artil- 
lery and Royal Engineers, ap- 
point a number of colonelscorn- 
mandant (the Gunners have 25) 
and they take it in turns to carry 
out the duties for a year. In addi- 
tion, the Royal Artillery and 
Royal Engineers each have a ....................... . 

kind of “topcolonel” known re- 
spectively as the Master-Gunner 
of St. James‘s Park and the Chief. 
Royal Engineer. 

Most colonels and colonels- 
commandant have served in the 
regiments or corps to which they 
are appointed. In some instances 
they achieved fame in other 
walks of life after leaving their 
regiments. One of these is Sir 
Winston Churchill, Colonel of 
the 4th Queen’s Orm Hussars. 

Younger regiments and corps, 
which have not had time to pro- 
duce officers of sufficient senior- 
ity, and corps which do not have 
a normal establishment of Rcgu- 
lar officcn (Like the Intelligence 
Corps) have to “import” their 
colonels and colonels-comman: 
dant. For this reason. distin- 
guished generats are likely to 
have several .colonelcies. Fidd-. 
Marshal. V i w n t  Mmtgomery, 
for instance, is Colonel-Corn- 
mandant of the Army Physical 
Training Corps. 

In the Territorial Army, an 
honorary colonel may be ap- 
pointed to a unit commanded by 
a lieutenant-colonel (a colonel in ....................... 

the case of the Royal Army 
Medical Corps). His duties are 
mainly local and include help 
with recruiting. For this reason, 
the rank qualification (lieuten- 
ant-colonel or its equivalent or 
above) is often waived so that 
influential people may be ap- 
pointed. Many peers and lords 
lieutenant are honorary colonels 
and so are certain local govern- 
ment dignitaries by virtue of 
their office: 

The Royal. Artillery, T&. 
tonal Army list of honorary 
colonels-the longest-is headed 
by the Duke of Glouaster, the 
Lord Mayor of ‘London, the . 
L a d  Proves[ of Edinburgh and 
the Lord Mayor of Bristol. The 
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menta-sports -days, to welco& 
tiattalions returning from over- 
=, or to attend re-unions and 
cexmonial parades. To all this 
the War Office contributes a 
modest allowance of railway 
warrants and travelling expenses. 
Otherwise the colonel is paid 
nothing. 

* Once it was not so. From the 
early days of the Standing Army 
it was the custom for the colonel 
of a regiment to collect money 
for the clothing and equipment 
of his men and be responsible 
for fitting thun out. Anything 
he could save was lus reward. In 
addition he could, at times with 
official sanction, c o l l ~  allow- 
ances and pay for non-eristcnt 
soldiers. It was not always a pro- 
fitable office. In two years in the 
17%. while the colonel of the 

holds the ody col&eky-in-chief 
in the Territorial Army, that of 
the Duke of Lancaster’s Own 
Yeomanry. Queen Elizpbcth, the 
Quaa M o t h ,  the Duke of 
Edinburgh, Princeus Margaret 
and the Duchese of Kent all hold 
a number of colon-inchief. 

Foreign sovereigns who are 
coloaeltiinchisf of W i s h  regi- 

ments are now few in number. 
They include King Hankon of 
Nomay (Green Ho~arda)~ King 
FredcnL of Denmark (The BufIs) 

lands(RoyalSuwexRegm~ent). In 
1914 the list was longer: besides 
the Tsar, the Emperor Francis 
Jowph of Austria, the Kaiser 
and King Alfooso of SuPiu 

and Q u ~  Julinna oft@ Nsthu- 

had not v ia id  the rc@amh 
the Prince wrote to a friend: “I 
had no wish wha$ew to becoma 
Col. of a Guman Regiment; that 
was forced upon me,& because1 
haVC not yet had an o 
of w i n g  it, it is contin= 
med down one’s throat.” How- 
ever, the prince did go to inspect 
his reaimsnt in Colome. wearing 

were d Wim- 
els - in ~ chief of 
Brit ish regi- 
ments. In World 
War One, the 
Kaiser and the 
Austr ian Em- 
peror had their 
nama removed 
from the Army 
List, and the 
regiments thcy 
had headed 
went t o  war  
against them. 

One  Royal  
personage who 
r e c e i v e d  a 
colonelcy he did 
not  welcome 
wasKingGeorg6 v. whcn he was 
Prince of Wales. 
T h e  appoint-  
ment, to a Gcr- 
man regimeat, 
was beatowed 

Germ& uniform, d addrsMea 
a few words of German to thc 
oteeerS and men. 

A more demanding office than 
that of colonel-inchief, and one 
which is considered a proud 
honour for its holder, is that of 
colonel of a Regular regiment, or 
colonel-commandant of a wrpa 

The duties of a colonel. as War 
Office instructions readily admit, 
%annot be precisely de6ncd.” 
They indude fostering thc I&- 
mental spirit, advising the War 
office and battalion commanders 
on such matters as regimental 
dresa and customs, and looking 
after regimental charities and 
organisations 

Until a few yuua ago, it was 
alsopart of a regimental colwel’s 
taak to nominate candidated 
as offiars for the re&neut. 
Today, colonels still watch the 
progress of cadets, but &Icetioo 
is out their hands. 

There is room for much scltless 

, 

4th Dragoons was pocketing a ’ 
profit of f4597, the colonel of .: 
the 7th Dragoons had to stump . 
up f983. Few colonels actually : 

. +. served with their regiments. - 
Command devolved on the lieu- : 
tenantcolonel. 

Some colonels dressed their : 
r e g i m t s  in their family liveries; : 
many regiments wore their . 

?!’ . colonels’ crests. One made his . 
private soldiers wear d e s  on : 
the sleeves and bomms of their m 

black facings, with little black m 

flags; because he was in mourn- : : ........... .............. ............. ing for his mother at the time the . resiment was raised, In 1751, : Midlothian Fenclbier brackets off comma Army Emergency . WhcnthcKairsr h*t& or keeping regimental 
c o m p l a i n e d ,  m ’ ,  going. Others work official dress regulations put an . . “Well. we’ll let you ofthis time, but don’t do it again.” 
tiwctem-, ~ ~ L r r e g i m e a s l l t p l a a s o c i a -  

. . . 

shim. Another gave his regimmt : I 

Light Infantry brackets off comma brackets on The Heart of 

Rcservc-” 

.............. : 
. .  

A 

on him bv Kai- labour. Some colonels devote 



................................................. . . . . . . . 
. 

“Pur me thmugh o, . of furniture issues.” : . the m e r  in &rge : . . . . . ’  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . ................................................ 

Soldier 
HUMOUR 

., -- 

I “NI thot oidan &my my inniahe.” 

I 
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“Well, go on-wp in and report.” 
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