THE DRUM

When the 5ist
Highland Division was
over-run at St. Valery
in 1940 the Gordons
lost their drum.

Through the long,
bitter years when Brit-
ain fought the greatest
rearguard action in all
history, the memory of
the drum remained
and the call of its beat
lay deep in the minds
of the Gordons.

To men steeped in
Highland tradition,
enwrapped in the lore
of a proud and ancient
people, the drum
called with an insisten-
ce that only such can
understand.

Nor did distance
mute it. In the Western
Desert it called and
called, high and clear.
And this was so on the
beaches of Sicily and
ltaly ; it was so on the
Normandy beaches :
on beat the drum.

It fell to the Ameri-
can 10th Armoured Di-
vision to capture
Baumholden, Germa-
ny, and there they
found what the Gor-
dons sought. In Mu-
nich they returned it to
the regiment.

In these events lies
the essence of the Al-
lied struggle against
"Hitler and his Ger-
many.

Look well to your
drum, Gordons. For
ever remember, the

10th.

First Man Out
Pages 6, 7 and 8.
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THE NEW MEMBER SPEAKS

"Parliament is not a congress of ambassadors from
different and hostile interests; which interest each must

maintain, as an agent and advocate, against other agents :

and advocates; but parliament is a deliberative assembly

of one nation with one interest, that of the whole; where,
not local purposes, not local prejudices ought to guide, but
the general good, resulting from the general reason of the
whole. You choose a member indeed; but when you have

chosen him he is not a member of Bristol, but he is a
member of Parliament. If the local constituent should have
an interest or should form a hasty opinion, evidently
opposite to the real good of the rest of the community, the
member for that place ought to be as far as any other
from any endeavour to give it effect”. — from a speech
made by Edmund Burke, M.P. in November 1774, on
being elected member for Bristol.




Blockade Runners Used

O gateway to German-held Europe was more heavily
guarded than the Western entrance to the Baltic.

N

Mines, submarines and constant air patrols sealed it tightly
— and at the same time offered a standing challenge to
British sea-power. The day came when it was necessary to
accept the challenge, with the results here described.

MINEFIELDS AS THEIR HARBOURS

IN the early months of 1943 Britain called upon her Merchant Navy to save
certain war industries from being crippled. There was a desperate

shortage of ball bearings and special machine parts for war factories
which, had it continued, would have had a most serious effect upon
production.

So was born the "'Flotilla of Little Ships” — high-speed craft which for
two winters ran the close German blockade of the Skagerrak and Kattegat
to bring back to Britain urgently needed war material under the very nose
of the enemy.

Built to carry a large quantity of cargo in relation to their size, the “Little Ships™
were fitted with high-powered Diesel engines which gave them a tremendous turn of
speed, and their draught was so shallow that they were able to penetrate enemy
minefields and "cock a snook™ at this dangerous undertaking,

They were exceptionally manceuvrable and carried a formidable array of defensive
weapons — Oerlikons and quadruple Vickers guns to ward off air attack. They were
also fitted with a special Radar device to detect enemy surface craft.

Inspiring Portraits

Comfort was sacrificed for cargo space, and the deck-house, which included the
officers’ quarters, the saloon, galley and wireless room, measured only 36 ft by 14 ft
6 ins. The crew was accommodated in the fo'c'sle.

In each saloon hung a portrait of the Prime Minister, and in each Captain’s cabin
was a picture of Sir Francis Drake.

The spirit of the courageous men who sailed in these ships was reflected in their
names — ""Gay Corsair” (Capt. R. Tanton, OBE), "Gay Viking” (Capt. H. Whitfield,
OBE). "Hopewell” (Capt. D. "Ginger"” Stokes, OBE), and "Nonsuch” (Capt. HW,
Jackson, OBE).

The fifth ship, "Master Standfast,”” was captured when intercepted by German
surface craft. and her skipper, Capt. C.R.W. Holdsworth, lost his life in the action,

Throughout the long winter nights when darkness and fog were their best allies
these gallant little ships, manned by volunteers specially selected and trained for their

hazardous task, fooled the Germans time and again. Courage, bluff, careful planning
and superb seamanship all contributed to the success of the operations.

The port of call in Sweden was Lysekil, in south-west Sweden, where the ships were
loaded from a wharf immediately below the German Consulate. Many ruses were
employed to mislead the Consulate officials and Gestapo agents, but occasionally
information filtered through to enemy sea and air bases, and @ race developed between
the blockade-runners and the forces sent to intercept them.

" Often, when sighted by enemy surface craft before the open sea had been reached.
the blockade-runners dashed for the safety of a German minefield and lay up until
complete darkness or fog came to the rescue and covered their movements.

The Weather Was Tougher...

The crews were made up of trawler-men, deep-sea fishermen, and coaster-men used
to sailing in small ships. Most of them came from Hull. Tough as they were, however,
they were often overcome with sea-sickness and fatigue as they battled in the teeth
of gales in which it seemed impossible that such frail craft could keep afloat. Some-
times they had to admit defeat and turn back.

Every member of the crews holds the considered opinion that the worst enemy
was not the Germans, but the weather and the ships themselves. One man describes
the "'Little Ships™ as “craft that will do anything but stand on their nose.’

Typical of the crews is "Dick” Dibnah, of Hull, a motorman on board the "Non-
such.” Early in the war he was captured when a British merchantman was sunk, and

submarine. Finding himself in an open boat with two German guards, "Dick” knocked
them both out and brought the boat safely back to England.

Their Decorations

The flotilla crews are undoubtedly the most decorated in the Merchant Navy. All
the Masters have received the OBE, the Chief Officers the DSC, the First Mates the
MBE, and most of the crew have already been awarded the MBE or have been recom-
mended for the decoration.

In the summer months, when blockade.running was out of the question, the crews
joined the famous "Hamble Service,” taking petrol across the Channel to the Allied
Armies.

(
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" was being taken to Norway when the German prison ship was attacked by o Britishii
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Above Is shown the scene when a Dakota landed one night in August 1944 on a

ecret airstrip prepared by SAS men between Poitlers aad Limoges, 150 miles

‘behind the enemy lines. It was guided on to the strip by electric torches, and
~  brought a party of French SAS to relieve a British party.

A British SAS officer greets his French replacement, who'has just landed (above).

So well organised were SAS in enemy terrain that the photographer could even

use & flash-bulb, knowing it would not be seen by the Germans. Below : Major

lan Fenwick (at wheel) with two of the party he commanded on his last mission.

He was a celebrated cartoonist, and one of his drawings is reproduced at the top

of the opposite page. This photograph was taken at the party’s base in the Forest
of Orleans, and shows how twin machine-guns were mounted in SAS jeeps.

S#€cial “Air Service

HE train was a long one. It

carried men and ammunition
to help Rommel hold the Allies
near Caen.

Still nearly three hundred miles
from the fighting, the troops on
board smoked, played cards and
ate their rations while they raced
through the Forest of Orleans.

The engine hooted as it neared a
clearing in the trees. Ahead the
driver could see the straight stretch
where a road ran parallel with the

line.

As the train entered the clearing, three
jeeps appeared on the road and drove at
breakneck speed alongside it.

Standing in the back of each jeep, a
khaki-clad figure spurted streams of in-
cendiary bullets at the train from twin
medium machine-guns,

Not until the train was on fire from
end to end and had been derailed did the
attack cease. Then the jeeps disappeared
back into the forest as quickly as they had
come.

Once more Rommel had lost valuable
men and material to an impudent British
unit that had been harrying his rear ever
since he had battered his way down the
road that led to Alexandria.

They Rattled Rommel

Rommel knew quite a lot about the
Special Air Service. He may not have
known that it was formed by a young
Scots Guards Lieutenant, David Stirling,
from Commando troops disbanded in the
Middle East, nor that its first operation in
November, 1941, was through bad luck a
failure.

But Rommel did know that throughout
1942 little parties of British troops had
appeared mysteriously hundreds of miles
behind his lines in the African desert and
attacked airfields, lines of communication,
dumps, headquarters and any other pro-
mising target.

Those early operations of the Special
Air Service cost Rommel dear. When the
RAF was too weak to hold his Luftwaffe
in the air over Libya and Egypt, SAS par-
ties had sneaked up to his airfields and
destroyed between 400 and 500 planes on
the ground.

They had smashed much valuable
Wehrmacht material, sent back prisoners
and information. They had created chaos
on the lifelines of his arrogant Afrika
Korps, set the nerves of his super-trained
troops on edge and caused panic in the
ranks of his jittery ally.

One Man — 100 Planes

It was to do just this that in August
1941 Stirling was given authority to form
L Det, SAS, with 100 of all ranks. They
were to penetrate deep behind the ene-
my's lines, by land, sea or air, and cause
as much damage and confusion as pos-
sible.

The sort of men he picked for the job
were men who had a strong sense of res-
ponsibility, initiative and individualism,
coupled with strong discipline.

Their main target in those days was the
Luftwaffe, and in one of those 1942 raids
alone, at Gallio, north of Benghazi, they
destroyed 100 German planes.

That particular raid brought into pro-
minence an athletic young Lieutenant
named Mayne. A giant, he personally des-
troyed 37 planes that night. In that raiding
“season’” he accounted for more than 100
aircraft himself, immobilising one by
tearing out the control panel with his bare
hands when he had run out of bombs.

Feats like these and the occasion when
he paid a quiet, unhurried visit to a Ger-
man officers’ mess and “liquidated”’ it be-
fore leaving brought him an almost le-
gendary reputation in SAS. Today, as Lt.
Col. R. B. Mayne, DSO and two bars, he

commands the senior SAS regiment.

By the beginning of 1943, when its
founder, now Lt. Col. Stirling, DSO, was
captured near Mareth while attempting to
reach the First Army from the Eighth,
L Det., SAS, had grown to be nearly 700
strong and had been formed into 1 SAS
Regiment.

Shortly afterwards | SAS Regiment was
split into a Special Raiding Squadron,
commanded by Mayne, and a Special
Boat Squadron, commanded by Major
Lord Jellicoe, each of about 250 of all
ranks, Men who had been raiding the
French coast and the Channel Islands
went out to Africa from home and. with
locally recruited personnel, were formed

into 2 SAS Regt.

First Into Sicily

Major Mayne's Special Raiding Squa-
dron was the first force to touch shore in
Sicily, near Syracuse.

They made an assault landing against
coastal batteries, which they destroyed,
taking 500 prisoners. From there they
rushed up the coast to storm and hold
Fort Augusta. They took it at the first
attempt, and when they came to cross the
causeway to the mainland they were en-
gaged by a concentration of all kinds of
weapons. For most of the night, until re-
lieved by the main British force, they held
the enemy — and in the morning it was
discovered that they had been facing and
containing half a division. Up in north-
eastern Sicily small SAS parties were
landed by sea on south-east Sicily.

In Italy 2 SAS Regt carried out a who-
le series of successful operations and in
addition to their offensive function helped
to get escaped prisoners of war back to
the Allied forces, either by sea or through
the enemy lines. The SRS, with a detach-
ment of 2 SAS, also took part in the suc-
ceasful Termoli landing.

Typical of SAS work on the Italian
front was operation ""Tombola” carried
out early this year in Northern ltaly.

Dropped in the mountains in the Reggio
Nell'Milia province, Major R. A. Farran,
DSO, MC and two bars, formed an Allied
SAS battalion with 40 British parachu-
tists, 100 Russians who had either deser-
ted from the Wehrmacht or escaped from
P.o.W, ecamps, and 100 ltalian partisans.
After training and equipping, their first
major operation was to attack the Ger-
man 51 Corps HQ at Bottegie.

Piper Dropped Too

Helped by a thick mist. they filtered
through German positions to the forming
up point and lay up for the day while lta-
lian women confirmed enemy dispositions.

The targets were a villa in which were
the German Corps Commander, a visiting
Divisional Commander, and 37 other Ger-
mans ; and a second villa in which were
the HQ registry and documents, opera-
tions rooms, map room and a Staff Cole-
nel.

While the Russians formed a defensive
ring outside, 10 SAS parachutists forced
their way into each villa, followed by 20
Italians.

As soon as the first shot was fired, Pi-
per D. Kirkpatrick, who had been drop-
ped to Major Farran's force, began to
play his pipes.

At the Corps Commander’s billet the
10 British parachutists ran through ma-
chine-gun fire after the alarm had been
given, killed the four sentries and took the
ground floor. The Germans resisted
strongly from the upper floors and two
attacks up the stairs were repulsed. Six
Germans who tried to force their way
down 'the stairs were killed. SAS men
tried to start a fire in the kitchen, then
the lights were shot out and the attackers
got away after 20 minutes, carrying their
wounded.

At the other villa four sentries were
killed and the door forced after it had
been weakened by Bren fire. As in the
generals’ villa the ground floor was taken,
but it was not possible to get up the stairs.

GENERAL EISENHOWER SAID...

"The ruthlessness with which the enemy have
attacked SAS troops has been an indication of the injury
which you were able to cause to the German armed
forces both by your own efforts and by the information

you gave of German dispositions and movements.”
— From a letter written by General Eisenhower to Brigadier
R. W. McLeod, then Commander, SAS troops.

The Corps Chief of Staff was killed, the
attackers carefully started fires in the re-
gistry and the map room before leaving
and the villa eventually blew up.

Outside, the Germans made several at-
tacks on the Russian defence ring but
never broke it, and several German ma-
chine-guns were silenced.

The raid cost the Germans 60 casual-
ties, including the Chief of Staff. It is not
known if either of the generals was killed.
The greater part of the Corps headquar-
ters papers, files and maps were destroy-
ed, and the condition of German nerves
in the neighbourhood deteriorated consi-
derably. !

Three British were killed and three
wounded ; the Russians lost two wounded
and six missing and the Italians three
wounded.

After the attack the British component
of the force marched for 22z hours,
carrying its wounded.

Farran's cosmopolitan battalion was
equipped with a 75-mm howitzer as well
as with mortars and automatic weapons.
For transport it had bullock carts and la-
ter jeeps dropped by parachute.

Successes in Africa and ltaly, with sub-
marine visits to Cretan airfields, brought
SAS a big part in the operations in north-
western Europe. Including French and
Belgian wunits under command, about
2,000 troops took part in the operations.

and signals communications, attacked
grounded aircraft and carried out demo-
litions, armed captured vehicles with con-
cealed weapons and used them to harry
lines of communication. They misdirected
traffic, changed road signs, spread false
information and made bogus telephone
calls.

German Reserves Throttled

Their effect on the course of the cam-
paign was early and vital. Enemy com-
munications fell into chaos. First Rommel
then Rundstedt found himself unable to
switch reserves to meet Allied threats.
German armoured divisions had to move
their vehicles and infantry separately.
Todt workers and conscripted French la-
bour had to travel to Germany on foot.

Until the campaign in France, SAS
men had been properly treated when they
were captured, but now they were meet-
ing units which were predominantly Nazi
and others that were panic-stricken. SAS
men, helplean after capture, died as vie-
tims of Nazi atrocities.

But no reprisals could slow down SAS
activity. Here is a typical report of a
day's work by one of the French parties,
nine officers and 34 OR's strong, which
worked with the Maquis round Limo-
ges —

"Jeep party killed three enemy cyclists
on road Chatellerault. Attacked three

A reunion of officers and men of Major Fenwick’s party with villagers in the Forest

of Orleans after it had been liberated. The villagers had housed and fed the SAS

men, and given them information. They received official thanks, presents of
cigarettes and other scarce commodities, cnd personal gifts.

In the first six months in France they kil-
led or seriously wounded 7,753 enemy
troops, took 4,764 prisoners and caused
18,000 to surrender to the Americans at
Issoudon, after bcing cut off by SAS and
SAS-stiffened FFl. They destroyed or cap-
tured hundreds of vehicles, destroyed sev-
en trains, 29 locomotives and 89 trucks,
caused 33 derailments and cut 164 rail-
way lines.

From the start they established bases at
strategic points in France and Belgium
and in August 20 British parties were
operating in addition to 19 French and
Belgian parties.

Jeep patrols went out to harass the ene-
my and obtain information. SAS armed
the Maquis and provided stiffening for
Magquis units, They cut railways, roads

horse-drawn vehicles near La Haye Des-
cartes. Killed three enemy, captured one
LMG. Total claims for day at Langon —
38 enemy killed or P.o.W., belonging to
197 Sicherungs Regt from Bordeaux
area.”’

And here is the official report on the
British party — nine officers and 49 other
ranks — which carried out the train at-
tack reported at the beginning of this
article :—

“An important base in the Forest of
Orleans was formed in the middle of
June by troops of | SAS Regt. Various
small parties worked from this base, some-
times in jeeps, sometimes on foot. The
main railway lines from east to west were
attacked continuously, over 20 rail cuts
being effected and several trains derailed.

"Now suppose this street was Caen. old man..."

An example of the work of Major lan Fenwick, who was killed in 1944
while operating in the German rear areas during the invasion of France.

Enemy road movements were harassed
continuously, several petrol lorries being
destroyed and signal communications
being cut. Jeeps dropped by parachute
were of the greatest assistance and were
able to move freely even in daylight, and
on several occasions went through villa-
ges occupied by the enemy and were salu-
ted by enemy troops who did not appear
to recognise them. The base party lived
near the Maquis and helped to arm and or-
ganise them, but for the most part the Ma-
quis in the Forest of Orleans were poorly
organised and lightly armed. In addition
several bombing targets were given, in-
cluding two petrol trains successfully at-
tacked by Lightnings. Early in August the
location of the base was given away to
the enemy and they were attacked, but
managed to break out. Casualties were,
however, suffered shortly after this in
enemy ambushes and Major Fenwick, OC
party, was killed and eight OR’s are mis-
sing.

Famous Cartoonist Killed

Major lan Fenwick, killed on this oper-
ation, was one of Britain's wittiest car-
toonists. His abilities could have been
used in a safe job, but he chose to join
SAS instead. He had been on a number of
dangerous missions before he was killed.

An example of the individualism on
which SAS prides itself is the one-man
counter-attack against a large enemy pa-
trol ambushing an SAS party that was de-
molishing a railway bridge. German
troops took up positions with their ma-
chine-guns only five yards from the dip
in the sand-dunes that concealed a soli-
tary SAS parachutist. The German guns
were trained on his comrades when he
attacked so furiously and cunningly that
the Germans lost their heads and began to
fight among themselves. The parachutist
escaped after a long pursuit, dismantling
his machine-gun as he ran and scattering
the parts so that the enemy should not
capture it intact.

Another striking SAS operation was an
attack on Chatillon-sur-Seine by two
parties, one commanded by Major Roy
Farran, who commanded the Bottegie at-
tack, and the other by Capt. Grant Hib-
bert, DSO.

SAS troops, however far behind the
GCerman line, were often mistaken for
spearheads of the main Allied armies, and
on one occasion a chance encounter be-
tween one of Major Farran's reconnais-
sance parties and some German guards
induced the enemy to destroy and aban-
don his radar station at Beaulieu — then

more than 50 miles away from the for-
ward Allied troop.

The information SAS obtained was oft-
en of vital importance. One party disco-
vered the complete German order of
battle for the Somme in the pocket of a
German. SAS parties were in constant
touch by radio with their headquarters
in England. The BBC had provided a spe-
cial transmitter on which official messa-
ges were sent to the parties in code. On
this station, too, men at bases behind the
German line heard personal messages spo-
ken by their wives and children. They
tuned in to one or two signature tunes
— "Lili Marlene”, or "Sur le pont
d'Avignon.”

Found Aircraft Targets

Co-operation with the RAF was very
close. Mosquitos of No. 2 Group were
usually given the targets found by SAS
parties. An illustration of the efficient co-
operation that went on is the story of the
day that a party reported it had cut 'a rail-
way line and |1 petrol trains were stan-
ding waiting for the repairs to be made.
That message was received at 4.30 in the
afternoon. By |1 o'clock that night every
one of those trains had been bombed and
set on fire.

Planes of No. 38 group dropped men,
vehicles, guns, supplies and mail from
home. In some cases meadows levelled by
parachutists and volunteer local labour
provided landing strips for Dakotas hun-
dreds of miles in the enemy rear, from
which wounded and tired men could be
flown out.

SAS bases had their own padres and
doctors. The Maquis provided nurses to
lock after the wounded,

They are modest, these men of the
SAS. They make no claim to be supermen.
They don't like the word “toughness’” to
be used to describe them. They will tell
you that they are not superior to the
ordinary infantrymen, but that they have
simply been trained for a special job and
given special facilities to do it.

If you ask them what qualities are
needed for their job they will repeat the
list Colonel Stirling (now home from
a German prison-camp) cited when he

first formed SAS in 1941 — a sense of
responsibility, initiative, individualism and
discipline.

Their motto is "Who dares wins'. The
confusion that reigned on the German
lifelines in Africa, Italy and Western Eu-
rope is testimony that they dared.

Richard Elley (Capt.)
PAGE 5 2
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: DISPERSAL

DAY was his last in the Army.

He was one of the first men
out. RSM C. Stuilwell sat up in his
narrow iron bedstead and looked
out of the window on to the grey
barrack square. The trees, which
branched near his window, were
planes of green, some of them al-
most opaque with the sun shining
through them. Across the square
some fatigue men in denims hurried
to the cookhouse.

Over in the corner of his room a
wooden box ("1 paid 12/6d. for
it in Dum Dum, near Calcutta in
India’") lay packed with the Army
clothes he had decided to take into
civilian life : two pairs of boots, a
pair of battledress trousers, a great-
coat, some shirts, socks and a
woollen sweater.

Last Parade

He threw off the blankets, pol-
ished his boots and chin-strap and
went down to the stone steps to the
wash-house. It was already crowded.
Someone called out, "Come on, Old
Charlie, I'm finished,” and Stilwell
smiled for he had always known
that this was his nickname, but this
was the first time it had been used
to him.

When he had washed and shaved
he ran back to his room, where he
dressed with care. He was going to
take a parade this morning, his last
parade. Somehow he felt it
would be different from all other
parades. In a way he felt as he did
when he took one for the first time.
He walked down the ranks, trying
to pretend it was just a routine
affair. When he had inspected them,
he watched them march off to duty.

He had already penned a simple
note to his wife : I expect to be

- fur hahada péa_de.tha!,

home tomorrow evening — as a
civilian, Have the kettle on the
beoil...”

In a few minutes he was due to
go to the collecting centre and while
he waited his thoughts went back to
the last war when he had joined the
Hampshires as a lad of 17.

Eastern Memories

He had gone abroal in Septem-
ber 1914 to India where he served
for two years. He thought of the
Taj Mahal. He'd been stationed just
near it, and then in "15 they'd sent
him to the frontier stations. “There
was a bit of trouble there and we
moved up in forced marches.”” He
had remained a private for the du-
ration : he had not intended sol-
diering on and there were too many
friends who had joined with him for
him to take a stripe. They moved
him from India. He landed at Bas-
rah, in the mouth of the Tigris. One
picture came to his mind : marching
135 miles in five days from Basrah
across the desert to quell an Arab
rising. Full marching order, 120
rounds of ammunition, tents and
heavy equipment carried on mules,
his boots breaking so that he had to
tie them round with his puttees, tea
without sugar or milk, carrying a
weak comrade’s rifle : ambulance
accommodation too limited to allow
for many of the sick to fall out. And
then, when the revolt was quashed
the march back to Basrah, this time
135 miles in six days. Other pictures
came to his mind ; having sandfly
fever and dysentry; coming home
in a cattle truck through Italy dur-
ing winter.

Someone broke into his thoughts:
"The truck is ready to go to the
collecting centre.”” They helped him

morning, his last parade.”

Soldiers in the first Release
Groups have begun to leave the
Army. This article tells you of one
man’s feelings when, on 18 June,

he became a civilian again.

get his kit aboard and people said
good-bye as the truck swept out of
the barracks. In ten minutes he ar-
rived at the centre. There men like
himself, who were in the first
Groups out, were being sorted into
drafts for the dispersal centre.

Excitement in the Air

There was a lift in the air, people
were excited. There was little wait-
ing and the collecting centre ma-
chine was ticking over merrily. He
was told his draft and within half
an hour he boarded a truck which
took him to No. 4 Dispersal Centre,
Regents Park, London. They drove
through the London traffic, along
Albany Street, until they slowed
down, turned and drove under a
bright white sign with red lettering.
They debussed and were shown into
a waiting room, which was brightly
decorated with Dis-

“I Don’t Think Pl Take Up Bowls”

From the Release Room he went
to the NAAFI where he bought
eight weeks' supply of cigarettes
and tobacco and seven ounces of
sweets. Then he went to the Travel
Information Bureau to look up train
times, and after that sat down and
drank a cup of tea.

He thought of 1918 and waiting
in cold, bleak Catterick Camp. Then
sentences he had heard a few mi-
nutes ago came back: civilian train-
ing course, pensions, insurance,
Resettlement and Advice Offices.
He saw himself aged 21 again,

trying to get a decent job and the

best offer 15/- ("but it's all found,
you know'') as a gardener. So he
had gone back to the Army after
his leave, gone back reluctantly
and sol liered on.

Into Civvies

The loudspeaker in the NAAFI,
part of the broadcast system which
links the entire Release Unit, an-
nounced that the transport of his
draft was ready to take them to
Olympia, to the clothing depot.
There Mr. Stilwell chose his clo-

thing : a brown suit,

ney-like drawings.
His draft were gi-
ven a serial number
and they were handed
the Army Release
Book, Class A, a buff-
coloured book ith 13
pages,, all perforated
ready to tear out. An
NCO took him along
to a baggage
and there he and the

Wipe that opinion off your
room face |
Cpl. J.A. Hollington.

tie and shirt to match.
He was pleased with
them and struck by
the size and organisa-
tion of the place.
"Must be run by a
business man. The on-
ly article of clothing
I'm not keen on is the
hat — | think it lets
down the obvious
quality of the other

others left their kit.

From the baggage room he went to
the routine waiting room and there
a Serjeant with a pointer gave a
brief talk about release procedure.
Everything he said was illustrated
on the wall by posters. Stilwell's
thoughts went back to the last time
he was demobbed, the rush, the
confusion, and the long waiting. He
thought how he had worked stoking
a boiler, waiting to be demobbed.

Not Like Last Time

His eyes wandered over the
posters : 'Pay,” “Employment,”
"Health Insurance,”” “'Leave...
When the talk was over he heard
the buzzer which went every mi-
nute. There were four men in front
of him. In four minutes it was his
turn. He got up and went to the
first of the tables in the Release
Room. In four and a-half minutes
he passed the 10 tables, collected
his leave pass, ration cards, £10 ad-
vance of pay, health insurance cards
and so on until he was outside the
Release Room a civilian. The rest
of his pay and gratuities and post-
war credits, they told him, would be
paid into his local post office while
he was on his 56 days leave.

stuff.”

They asked him if he wanted to
change into his civilian clothes
straight away and showed him to a
changing room. There he changed,
not into his new clothes, but into
some others he had brought along
for the occasion.

He walked out of the clothing depot,
a lean man with a precise step and
straight figure which made him appear
tall instead of medium height. At Wa-
terloo station the loudspeaker was re-
laying, as though for the occasion, some
light music. A military policeman on the
station recognised him : 'Off on leave?”
He laughed : "I'm a civvie.” The journey
to Farnham, Surrey, where his wife was
waiting for him took just over the hour.

Time To Think

Farnham lies in a valley, and his home
lay at the top of a green hill overlooking
the town. He wanted to walk because it
gave him time to think, so he did not wait
for a bus but made his way between twin
poplars, past the bowling green where a
man with a lawn mower was busy. :

"l don’t think I'll take up bowls,” he
thought, "it's too quiet. I might play ten-
nis again.” He remembered the silver cup
he had won in Shanghai in 1935 and in
thinking of Shanghai he contrasted the
neat little shops of England and the
people shopping, and the quiet streets,
with the noise, babel of tongues, the
Chinese who still lived in a lost world
2000 years dead, and the westernised
Chinese with their European habits and

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE.
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THE FIRST MAN CJT

clothes. And he thought of Palestine and
the feeling he had there that someone was
always ready to loose off a bullet behind
his back. And he thought : "This England

is good — it was worth waiting for.”

: Welcome Home

Up the hill he went until he came to
Tor Road where grass grows unchecked
in the centre, with wild flowers. He
walked along Tor Road until he came to
"“Charmar". Char, the beginning of his
name Charles, and Mar, the first half of
Martha, his wife's name.

She heard his footsteps coming up the
path and she was there at the door to
greet him. She didn't say much. They
kissed and he walked in : "ls the kettle
boiling ?"" — she laughed and brought
him tea and biscuits.

He settled in an armchair in the
drawing room.

"You'll miss the Army,"” she said.

"Of course | won't,"” he replied, "when
we've had a holiday I'm going to work on
my acre of land. Fruit, vegetables and
flowers : there's a good local market for
them. When | collect my gratuity it'll be
about £150 [ reckon, I'm going to buy a
glasshouse.”

Plans for Future

He had bought the land after he came
back from France in 1940. It was going
cheap for £180. He had that amount
saved. When he finished his tea he walked
round the garden and saw the straw-
berries coming along well. He looked in
the rabbit hutches where his wife had
been looking after the Chinchillas he in-
tended to breed as a business. He walked
round to the garage and pulled up the
canvas covering to look at his Awustin
Seven. He would apply for a petrol allo-
wance. The Austin was going to be his
delivery van. From the back of the house
he could see his acre of land. He reckon-
ed that with his pension — £2.10.0. a
week — he could make it pay. If not,
then he would go for a job to the Re-
settlement Advice Office.

i

"Millicent, much as | odmire your pre-
vious war service | would prefer you not
to call me in the morning with a piercing
shout of - Wakey, wokey "

B.AM.
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Lamb and Loganberries

In the kitchen his wife was preparing
the evening meal. ere was a lamb
joint, roast potatoes, mint
there was loganberry pie (made with
fruit she had bottled last summer) to
follow. Stilwell’s 15-year-old son Jimmy,
who works in the town, (""he wants to be
a draughtsman and he's learning the job
now'’), arrived home. He was wearing his
best sports jacket and greys for his fa-
ther's homecoming.

sauce, and

His wife sang as she prepared the
evening meal. They had met and fallen
in love in Dublin when he was patrolling
the railway station there during ""The
Troubles'. She had worked in the news-
paper kiosk, and the man she was cooking
for was the good-looking British corporal
who had bought so many newspapers he
hadn’t the time to read that it was an
obvious case of romance.

Trophies

He came in from the garden and went
into the drawing room to look at his
cupboard of trophies, the little things he
had collected over the years — the Chi-
nese doll, the little pieces of jade, the
ivory crocodile made in India, the red
lacquer trays, the pair of chopsticks, the
wooden camel from Palestine and the sil-
ver pagoda.

He called to his wife
ner ready ?"

He had ten minutes to wait and while
he waited his eyes wandered over the
bookshelf : the complete works of Wil-
liam Shakespeare, a book of Russian ver-
se, Dante’'s ""The Divine Comedy,” the
works of Horace and Cicero. And he
thought of his daughter. They were her
books. She was 2| now, studying to be
a schoolteacher. She had worked so hard
for her B.A. and he had seen all too little
of her. Now it would be different.

When dinner was over he strolled
down to the pub, "The Jolly Sailor,” at
the bottom of the hill, and there he took
his time over a pint.

Tomorrow he would take his wife to
the theatre in London and then they
would go for a holiday. Where was it she
wanted to go ? To Dublin. He wondered
how time had dealt with that little news-
paper kiosk.

He put hie hands in his pockets and
strolled up the road home.

Warwick Charlton (Capt.)

: "Kid — is din-

Readers will appreciate that. while all

soldiers, wherever they are serving,
go through the same release "'drill"" at the
Collecting and Dispersal Centres and the
Clothing Depot, RSM Stilwell was on a
Home posting.

Officers and men from overseas pass
through @ Disembarkation Rest-Camip,
where they are prepared for release. The
maximum stay there is 24 hours.

The experiences of a soldier from over-
seas passing through the various stages of
release will be described in a future issue

of SOLDIER. — Editor-in-Chief.

- "Tomorrow he would take his wife to London and — where was it she
? wanted to go 7"
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Read Now OF Your «

Little Bsothesrs »

WON V. C ’s.

HE Army Cadet is the sold-
" ler-to-be. The organisation
to which he belongs — the
Army Cadet Force — is the
school which trains him mental-
ly, morally, and physically, and
develops his sense of patriotism
and citizenshp. It is, in fact, the
"ante-room to the Army”" — the
Army’s Little Brother, and yet
the serving soldier knows very
little of the ACF or the way
these boys are moulded into
shape as good soldiers and intel-
ligent citizens.

Long History

For example, did you know that
the ACF can boast a long and va-
ried career which began during the
Napoleonic wars? In
Cadet units served as elementary
training units for the Regular Army,
but some years later — in 1859 to

be exact — a voluntary Cadet Move--

ment was set up, its activities be-
ing largely associated with public
schools. Cadet batallions were affili-
ated to famous British regiments as
early as 1884 and an East London
Cadet Corps was inaugurated in
1885. The Cadet Corps were re-
cognised by the War Office, appear-
ed in the Army List, and the
appointment of officers was record-
ed in the London Gazette.

During the last war, apart from
providing a valuable source of man-
power to the forces when they
. reached military age, Cadets guard-
ed vital bridges and reservoirs, and
carried out other important military
work at home while their fathers

those days’

and brothers fought in the front line.

In 1930 when the Government
withdrew its recognition and fi-
nancial support the ACF geemed
doomed to extinction, but it was
kept alive by the formation of the
British National Cadet Association.
It survived, but only just, and when
war broke out it was a weakened
and sadly depleted Cadet Force
which faced a grim future.

There was a time lag of two
more years before the Government
restored its official support to the
movement in [941. The ACF grew.
It grew so rapidly that by 1943
there were 180,000 Cadets in all
parts of the British Isles.

To-day after nearly six years of
war, the Army Cadet Force is near-
ly 200,000 strong — the largest
Youth Movement in Britain. Occa-
sionally it is called a "Hitler Youth
Club” by misinformed and unkind
critics. No such jibe could be more
removed from the truth. The ACF
is entirely a voluntary organisation.
Neither the officers nor the Cadets
receive any pay or allowances for
the work they do. Any boy may join
— and leave — when he wishes.

Not Militaristic

Militarism is not forced down
their throats. Certainly they are
issued with uniforms and equip-
ment; they are taught how to hand-
le a rifle, and how to march; they
learn the elementary principles of
warfare; they are versed in regi-
mental history. But, above all, these
youngsters are trained to take their
place in the world as physically
healthy and morally straight men
of the future. : :

From the very first day a boy

Fighting a battle on a sand-table model landscape.

Cadets can study for Certificate ”"T”, which is similar to a trade test.

joins the ACF his self-confidence,
improves. He becomes more alert,
takes a greater interest in personal
cleanliness and tidiness, holds his
head erect, and develops a high
code of honour. His religious out-
lock is widened, his education is
extended, and he is given a great
deal more recreational outlet than
the lad who hangs around the street
corners.

It is a remarkable and indisput-
able fact that of the normal intakes
into the Forces over eighty per cent
of those classified as "First Class
Recruits” are former Cadets, and
youngsters who have served in the
ACF are joining the Forces with
every intake. To-morrow, one of
them may be posted to your Com-
pany. He may even sleep in the bed
next to yours. You 'should know
something about him, so here briefly
is his story.

He joined the ACF when he
was |4, promised to serve the Cadet
Force loyally — there is no oath —
and was “'kitted up’’ with uniform
and equipment. Every week he
attended three parades. He learned
to drill. They taught him how to
hold himself erect and take a pride

in his dress. He was included in the
beginners’ Map Reading class and
for the first time discovered what
a contour was.

Learns the Hard Way

Some week-ends he went on a visit to
a factory producing vital war material.
Occasionally on e Sunday he and the rest
of his Platoon spent several hours being
trained in small arms, fieldcraft and air-
craft recognition by NCO instructors at
the headquarters of the local regiment.
In the summer he went to camp with the
Battalion and "roughed it” under canvas
for seven days. :

They taught him the hard way too.
Discipline was strict, and he knew how
it felt to receive a “rocket” from the
Company Commander.

When he was 15 he passed the first
part of war Certificate "A" in foot drill
rifle, map reading and fieldcraft, and a
couple of months later he qualified in
section leading, arms drill, drilling a
squad, and the mechanism of an auto-
matic weapon. Later he was promoted,
and began to study for the Certificate
"T". He was apprenticed to ¢ radio en-
gineer so the radio course was his natural
choice. His friends studied other trades —
bricklaying, storekeeping, mechanical en-
gineering and a dozen more subjects. He
also became o first-class shot with the
.22 rifle.

When he reached the age of 18 he had
completed four years training. Already
he was a soldier in every sense of the
word except that he had not seen action.

The Greatest Honour

But he was prepared. His training had
been thorough and he had learned to be
a man and a comrade,

He was “called up” three months ago.
Soon he will be joining a field force unit
in whose regimental tradition he has been
well versed.

They make good soldiers : Do you re-
member Fusilier Dennis Donnini, of the
Royal Scots Fusilier? He won the Vic-
toria Cross for superb gallantry and self-
sacrifice in an action between the Roer
and the Maas and lest his life by deliber-
ately drawing enemy fire on to himself,

Fusilier Donnini was ¢ Cadet. He serv-
ed for three years with the 11th Cadet
Battalion, The Durham Light Infantry.

Lieutenant John Hollington Grayburn,
of the Parachute Regiment, was post-
humously awarded the V.C. for "'supreme
courage, leadership and devotion to du-
ty"" during the airborne attack at Arnhem
last September. He was the first former
member of the ACF to obtain Britain's
highest award for valour. He was com-
missioned to the Ist (London) Cadet Bat-
talion, the Queen’s Royal Regt, in 1936,
and served with them as an officer until
he joined the Army in 1940. Many other
ex-Cadets have been decorated and men-
tioned in dispatches.

Yes, Cadets make goqd soldiers, and the
ACF is proud of its great service during

his war.
' E. J. GROVE (Lt) -
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storage depot.

HMS Conundrum — one of the 1600-ton floating drums on which the petrol pipe-lines
: were carfied across the Channel. Each drum carried 70 miles of line.

Two hundred miles of three-inch hollow steel cable stretch into the distance at a pipe-line

Petrol by Pluto

LUTO — the Pipe Line Under The Ocean — is
one of Britain's greatest military engineering
feats which kept our Armies supplied with the petrol
on which they depended for their drive into the
heart of Hitler's Reich.

Force PLUTO went into operation shortly after
D-Day when the sea-lanes to -Cherbourg had been
swept clear of mines, and pipe-lines were laid on the
sea bed from Ventnor in the Isle of Wight to the
Cherbourg Peninsula.

A steady flow of petrol through a system of three-
inch cables pumped from cleverly camouflaged
stations in Ventnor Bay became a torrent of supply
when Boulogne was captured, and a second system
of pipe-lines was paid out from Dungeness to tl_mt
great French port by the use of 1,600-ton floating
drums towed across the Channel by 10,000-ton
vessels, barges and motorboats.

Soon 1,000,000 gallons of petrol was being
pumped almost every day into the tanks of our fight-
ing vehicles and supply transports, by RASC men
working on the other side of the Channel at coastal
pumping stations which received their supplies from
Britain's internal pipe-line.

As the Allies advanced the system was extended
and soon pipe-lines were laid from Boulogne to
Antwerp, to Eindhoven, Emmerich and finally to
Frankfurt-on-Main.

Burning the Sea

AD the Germans attempted to invade Britain
they would have been met by a Wall of Flame
on land and sea.

Britain's first line of defence against invasion in
those dark days of 1940 was a sea-flame barrage.
The pressing of a button at a moment’s notice would
have turned the sea into an all-consuming inferno.

Petrol pipes, some of them hidden in the tubular
scaffolding on the beaches, were laid from concealed
storage tanks and carried oil under the sea ready to
be discharged and set on fire when it rose to the
surface. The aim was two-fold — to force the enemy
assault craft into lanes where they could have been
dealt with by shore defences, or to explode the oil
at the last moment and destroy them by flame.

A score of secret flame-weapons formed part of
our defences on land.

Ten-gallon drums filled with jellified petrol which
would explode a ton of blazing fuel at the push of a
button; a hedgehog fougasse which would jump over
a wall or high ground and explode on an enemy
tank: hundreds of land-flame barrages shooting
out |50ft tongues of withering fire; these were some

of the many secret anti-invasion inventions which
were ready for action had the signal been given.
Knowledge gained in preparing this Wall of Flame
led to improvements in tank flame-throwers and the
use of a vertical flame-thrower on ships to destroy
low-flying aircraft in the narrow Channel waters.

I_\lot one Nazi set foot on the shores of Britain.
Their reception would have been a warm one —
about 1,500 degrees Fahrenheit.

- Pick-a-back Tank

BR!TISH tanks carried their own bridges. One of
these was the "Scissors”™ Bridge — folded and
mounted on to a Valentine tank. It was lifted into
position by means of an hydraulic arm.

The "Ark” Bridge has two ramps which can
be dropped down to the front and rear. Altogether
there were four types of bridge-carrying tank used
in Europe. They are being used to-day in Burma.

Bridging equipment is so arranged that it takes
only a few seconds to place in position, during which
time no man need leave his tank or expose himself
to enemy fire. The bridges laid enable a heavy tank
to cross ditches up to 30 ft wide and to scale pro-
menade walls more than 10 ft high.

In Normandy they were used to biidge craters,
streams and flooded ditches which were under fire.

So well built are these slip-across devices that
they can carry some of the heaviest armoured ve-
hicles. The “Scissors” Bridge can take a weight of
38 tons.

Drying the Fog

ROUND fogs — the "pea-soupers’” which air-

men dread — were beaten by British scientists

long before Berlin experienced its first thousand-
bomber raid.

Four Halifax bombers on their way back from
operations over the Ruhr were the first aircraft to
prove the worth of FIDO. Visibility was almost nil.
Yet they landed safely — ten minutes after FIDO
ha(l:l been lit. Visibility was increased up to four
miles.

The apparatus used consisted of long feeder pipes
through which was pumped thousands of gallons of
petrol. When ignited the flames rose to three feet
through a series of small holes in the pipes which
marked the approaches and runway. The fog in this
area was completely lifted.

Fifteen operational airfields were equipped with
the fog dispersal apparatus, and it is estimated that
2,500 planes and more than 10,000 airmen were
saved. Finally the letters of FIDO no longer stood
for "Fog Investigation dispersal operations’. They
stood for "Fog, intensive dispersal of ™.

arrying position.

were used extensively in ltaly. Here a self-propelled gun crosses an

Tank-carried bridges
: obstacle by means of an "Ark” type bridge.

Here a test is being made with a' "Scissors” type bridge mounted on a fank chassis. The
hydraulic arm is closing the bridge to return it to the ¢

The "Ark" bridge tank formed a ramp up which armoured vehicles were able to advance
to scale such obstacles as sea walls.

< Above : oil projected into the sea from pipe lines to form a continuous line ready for ignition. Below (left) : the oil is ignited ; (centre) the sea is on

fire ; (right) finger of flame used on ships against low-flying aircratt.

.‘_(Right) : An RAF Lancaster
takes off between walls of flame.
Outside the fringe of fire there
s _impenetrable fog through
which no plane could attempt
to take off or land in safety.
FIDO ‘broduced a four-mile
visibility within a region covered
in dense fog belts. Fifteen oper-

ational airfields were equipped

with this apparatus.
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T is ten years since there was a General Election in

Britain. In November 1935, when the National Go-
vernment with Mr. Stanley Baldwin (now Earl Baldwin
of Bewdley) as its head was returned with a solid ma-
jority, many of the men and women now in the
Services and preparing to use their votes for the first
time were boys and girls in their teens.

During this war they have been doing jobs that
have demanded full attention and many have lost
touch with the mechanics of the British system of-
Government and the Party system. Millions of words
will be written and spoken to try to induce them to
vote for this party or that in the next few days.

But it is well — to help put those torrents of words
and heated arguments in proper perspective — to
consider what happens in a General Election, what
voting means, and a little of Parliamentary history
since the last war, because after all this election is but
a stage (however important) in a long process of
Parliamentary government in Britain.

And in the beginning let me re-
call that though the British system
has obvious imperfections, attempts
have been made to copy it all over
the world, and for more than 300
years, it has been admired by all
classes of people in other countries.

On July 5 (the main day) July 12
and July 19 (to accomodate the
special case of the people of Nelson
and Colne in Lancashire, who are
on holiday on the other days) all
men and women over the age of 21
will have the right to cast their vote
for a candidate to represent them in
the House of Commons. Normally
a voter has to cast his vote in the
Parliamentary constituency in which
he lives.

" How You Will Vote

This time there is special provision for
men and women in the Services and civil-
jans on war work abroad and they can
vote either by air mail or by proxy —
that is getting someone at home to register
a vote on their behalf. Some people, who
are very far away, will be able to vote
only by proxy for in practice it will be
possible to wait only three weeks for votes
to arrive by air mail. So for the first
time. most of the country will have to
wait three weeks after voting to discover
whether their man has got in.

There are special kinds of votes which
enable some people to have two votes.
These are University votes and Business
votes. Anyone qualified for these votes
may exercise one of them, in addition to
his residential vote.

A voter qualifies for a University vote
if he or she has a University degree and
these are cast only for special candidates
who represent the University or group of
Universities at which the voter graduated.

A Business vote is held by a man who
occupies commercial premises with a rate.
able value of £ 10 a year or more. These
votes are used in the constituency in
which the premises lie,

Franchise is Wide

People have been voting to elect re-
presentatives to Parliaments of one kind
or another since the ecarliest days of
English history. The Norsemen, the Danes
and Saxons who in turn invaded the-
country were all democratic and put con-
troversial points to the popular decision.

Then as the idea of a National Parlia-
ment grew through the centuries. more
and more people got the right to vote.
But for long the idea persisted that only
people with & financial stake in the
country should be trusted with a voice
in its affairs. This idea was whittled down
by various Reform Acts in the last cen-
tury until after the last war all men over
the age of Z1 were given a vote and for
the first time in British history women
went to the polls.

But women could vote only if they
were over 30 years of age.

Finally in 1928, the vote was given
to all men and women over 21 provided
they had lived in a constituency for six
months. (The special provisions under
which this election is being held have
removed even this reservation on full
franchise. }

There are many people who would like
to see further changes in the system.

In the present arrangements, the coun-
try is divided into areas called constituen-
cies. As many candidates as can get them-
selves nominated may stand in each con-
stituency. The one who gets the most
votes goes to the House of Commons. But

To be a candidate for Parliament, the
gualifications are that a man or woman
must be a British subject of 21 years of
age or over, that he or she must be no-
minated by ten electors in the constituency
concerned, A candidate must deposit
£ 150 in cash or notes with the Return-
ing Officer, usually the Sheriff, Mayor,
or Chairman of the Borough Council.

If the candidate persuades not less than
one-eighth of the total numbers of voters
who poll to give their votes to him, this
deposit is returned. If he fails, the de-
posit is forfeited.

This device is designed to prevent fri-
volous candidates from interfering with
the serious business of an election.

Real Democracy

BECAUSE democracy is a living ideal, progress has been gradual
towards its fullest expression and no one claims that final per-

fection has been reached.

Even when the "long-boats” of the invaders from Scandinavia
and northern Europe were approaching the shores of Britain, the
final details of invasion procedure were put to the test of a show

of hands.

Steady progress has brought Britain through more than 1,200
years to a point where every man and woman over the age of 21
has a vote. Yet this is only the fourth General Election in which

this has been possible.

Because democracy is a living ideal it has had to be fought for,
and the struggle has been hard. It can be preserved only if men
and women see that the vote is worth having and exercise the

greatest care in using it,

it may be that a man representing Party
A will be elected in one place with a ma-
jority of 1,000° while two members of
Party B are elected in others by a major-
ity of only one. This would mean that
Party B has two M.P.'s with 998 votes
fe\;rdel;) than Party A which has only
I i o

It does not work out quite so unfairly
as this but it is claimed that the present
system does permit of inequalities be-
tween the parties. In the last election the
Conservative Party received 10,488,626
votes and got 387 seats. Labour. the
next largest party with only 154 seats got
8,325,260 votes. The Liberals led by
Sir Herbert Samuel had 17 seats for
1,377,962 votes.

So there are people who claim that
Proportional Representational voting is
more fair. This is a complicated system
but broadly, a party gets a share of the
available seats equal to the proportion
of votes given to it. The Irish Dail is elect-
ed by this method, among other Govern-
ments.

Neither the Labour Party nor the Con-
servatives are in favour of P.R. as it is
familiary called though the Liberal Party
includes election reform in its programme.

A candidate may spend money on
persuading you to vote for him up to 6d
per elector in county constituencies and
5d a head in boroughs. In addition he
may pay his election agent £75 in the
countries and £ 50 in the boroughs. There
is no limit on his personal expenses
though he must submit them for examin-
ation.

Though friends can loan motor cars
{even in basic petrol days) and carry
voters to the poll, bribing voters to
change their minds is illegal.

“Treating”, the payment of "loss of
time'' to a voter for coming to vote are
forms of bribery. In the past courts have
decided that candidates have been wrong
in making false statements about their
opponents when they said that a man in
a rural constituency shot a fox; that a
temperance candidate had been seen
drinking sherry, that another could not
pay his hotel bill and that another had
an American sweetheart.

Since the first days of the counting of
hands men of similar opinions have group-
ed together to state their case but the
history of organised permanent political
parties in Britain goes back about three
centuries,

.

For most of this time there have been
but two parties beginning with the Whigs
and the Tories.

In the first place the Tories stood for
the King against Parliament and the peo-
ple. As time went on the positions of the
parties changed and sometimes one stood
for a single progressive idea and some-
times the other.

In the last century the Whigs became
the Liberals and the Tories the Conserv-
atives, Then with the rise of the Labour
party the system got more complicated.

In recent Houses of Commons, the
Liberals have not held so many seats and
the main position in practice has been
that which has obtained for three cent-
uries under what is known as the "Two
Party System’ .

Two-Party Advantages

Its main advantages are that a strong
Government can be found and instalied
in office with power to carry on its work.
At the same time the opposing party is
united on the ther side of the House. The

‘Opposition has its "Shadow Cabinet™ that

is men who could be ready at a moment’s
notice to take over the Government.

So there is always expert and well-
informed criticism of any proposal made
by the Government. Every law is well
examined and keenly debated before it
is passed. :

But, all parties are agreed that Inde.
pendent members of personality help to
make a strong House of Commons.

There is a good deal of support for the
idea that too many parties of fairly even.
ly- balanced strength "do not make for
good government.

When this occurs a Government can
only be formed by two or more of the
parties forming a coalition. So long as
they can agree all goes well. But it has
been found that too many elections and
too many governments in quick succession
tend to prevent sound legislation.

One of the excuses made to me in
Germany in the early days of Hitler's
regime by preminent men who had fors-
worn their democratic ideas to take po-
sitions in the Nazi party was :

"We have had no government for ten
years. There are so many parties who
cannot agree and who pull all ways at
once that nothing gets done. So we are
going to sink our differences under one
leader and one party’.

They went to the other extreme and
having only one party no criticism was
possible.

In Russia there is only one party but
the results have been very different.
Membership of the Communist Party in-
volves the acceptance of special respon.
sibilities and discip'ine. But in all elections
there are non-party candidates and non-
party voters.

It is claimed for the one party system
as used in Russia that there is o high
standard of democracy and that all quest.
ions are thrashed out in the various re.
presentative bodies before they are finally
codified into one set of actions by the
Government,

No Deluge of Women

This is only the fourth general election
at which all men and women over 21 have
been entitled to vote and the eighth since
the first women were given the vote.

The election experts of the various
parties are still not sure of the effect of
the women's vote. Each is rather apt to
claim that it works te his party’s dis-
advantage. Only one thing is certain that
they have not much altered the consti.
tution of the House of Commons. There
has not appeared the deluge of women
M.P.’s that some people feared and others
wished to see.

When the last war ended the Parlia-
ment was eight years old. From 1905 to
1914 the Liberals had been in power.
A political truce in which all party quest.

'7'7Broy, did | have 2 job finding you L..."”

W. Heron (Spr.).

ions were shelved had carried on the
House until a Coalition Government un-
der the Liberal Prime Minister Mr. Asq-
uith was formed in May 1915,

Mr. Lloyd George took Mr. Asquith’s
place in 1916 still in charge of a Coalit-
ion.

Immediately after the Armistice in 1918
Parliament was dissolved and the famous
Khaki Election was held — so-called be-
cause the troops were still abroad.

This ended with the Coalition Govern-
ment gaining a working majority of 420.
Labour had 63 seats, Independant Liber-
als 33. Seventy-three Sinn Fein members
were returned in Ireland including the
first woman to win a seat in the House

N

Seats

| Independent,

munist.

HE late House of Commons had 615 seats
held by 387 Conservatives, 33 National
Liberals, 8 National Labour, 2 Nationals and

ies 154 Labour, 17 Liberals, 4 Independent
Liberals, 4 LL.P., 4 Independents, | Com-

The new House of Commons will have 640
seats made by splitting 20 of the old constitu-
encies into 45 to cater for changes in the dis-
tribution of population.

It is estimated that the main parties will put
the following totals of candidates into the field:
— Conservatives and National Liberals about
640, Labour about 600, Liberals about 300,
Communists 21.
dates is expected to be nominated.

and Candidates

and in the Opposition part-

n

A total of about 1,600 candi-

1924

The Labour Government which had
been supported by the Liberals lasted for
only 9 months. It ended after controversy
over the case of the editor of a weekly
paper who had been arrested after publ-
ishing an article addressed to soldiers,
sailors, and airmen. The Ceonservatives
called for a vote of censure on the Govern.
ment and eveniunally a Liberal amendment
calling for a Parliamentary Inquiry was
passed. ‘

This was the election in which the
publication of a letter alleged to have
been sent to the British Communist Party
by Zinovieff. head of the Third Internat-

Gen Can Nominate You

NYONE can be a candidate for Parliament provided that he
or she is 21 years of age or over, is able to deposit £150 in
cash or notes with the Returning Officer, and has been nominated
by 10 electors in the constituency for which he or she wishes to

stand.

But these people are excluded : Peers of England, Scotland
and the United Kingdom and Irish representative peers; Church
of England clergymen and Roman Catholic priests; judges of the
High Court; permanent Civil Servants; bankrupts; lunatics;
persons convicted of treason, felony and certain offences against

the electoral laws, such as bribery.

Average cost to M.P’s of securing their seats the present
House of Commons was ;: — Conservative £780. Liberal £520.

Labour £360.

of Commons but none of them took their
seats.

The next election came in 1922 when
the Coalition broke up. The Conservatives
fought as a single party. Mr. Lloyd George
took with him three important Conserv-
atives Mr. Balfour, Mr. Austen Chamber-
lain leader of the Conservatives and Lord
Birkenhead. Mr. Bonar Law led the Con-
servatives.

Result : Conservatives 344 seats, Lab-
our 142 seats, Independent Liberals 61
seats, National Liberals 53 seats, Others
15 seats.

1923

Mr. Bonar Law resigned after seven
months of office after much ill-health
and Mr. Stanley Baldwin took his place
as leader of the Conservatives. Free Trade
v.Protection was one of the main argu-
ments and Labour put forward the idea
of a capital levy together with the na.
tionalisation of mines, railways and other
public utilities.

Result : Conservatives 258 seats, Lab.
our 191 seats, Liberals 158 seats.
Others 7.

The Conservatives losing their majority
gave way to the first Labour Government
led by Mr. Ramsay MacDonald.

ional, was published five days before the
polling.

Many pacts were made between Con-
servatives and Liberals to keep out Lab-
our and Mr. MacDonald advised Labour
voters to support Conservatives where no
Liberals were standing.

Result : Conservatives 412 seats, Lab-
our 151 seats, Liberals 40 seats. Others
12

1929

The “Flapper Vote” election so-called
because women of 21 or over were ent-
itled to vote for first time.

Mr. Baldwin, leader of the Conserv-
atives advocated patient work towards na-
tional recovery. Labour rejected allegat-
ion that it was revolutionary. Progressive
nationalisation of coal and transport ind-
ustries were suggested.

Result : Labour 288 seats, Conservat-
ives 260 seats, Liberals 59, Others 7.

Mr. Baldwin resigned and Mr. Mac-
Donald again became Premier.

1931

World economic conditions and a slump
which set in in the United States in 1929

were blamed for a rise in unemployment

and a fall in the value of the £. Mr. Mac-
Donald and his colleagues were divided
on how the crisis should be tackled. He
resigned and formed a Nationa) Govern-
ment. The Conservativés supported this
Cabinet and the plan that the country
must economise to save the £ and the
country from ruin.

The Labour party proposed the nation-
alisation of land., power, transport, mines
and basic industries.

Result : National Conservatives 470,
National Liberals 35, National Labour 13,
National Independents 5, Labour 52, In-
dependent Liberals 4, Independents 3,
Samuelite Liberals 33.

Mr. MacDonald’s National Government
lasted until September 1932 when there
were Cabinet changes giving the Conserv.
atives a majority of seven inside the Go-
vernment itself.

In 1935 the Premier resigned.

Ten Years Ago

Mr. Baldwin took over and led a na-
tional Government with its great Conserv-
ative backing into the last general election
before the war,

It was a troubled time with Italy's war
against Abyssinia causing divisions in the
League of Nations. The National Govern-
ment stood for re-armament to support
the League. The Labour Party also stood
for supporting the League but called for
international reduction of armaments, in-
ternational control of civil aviation and
an international air force.

Result : Conservatives 387 seats, Na-
tional Liberal 33, National Labour 8, Na-
tionals 2, Independent National 1, Labour
154, Liberals 17, Independent Liberals 4,
LL.P. 4, Independent 4 and Communist 1.

That has remained the basis for the
constitution of the House of Commons
until now.

The late Parliament gave itself double
the life of a2 normal Parliament so that
the business of winning the war could be
carried on without the disturbance of a
general election until now.

How Truce Worked

Under a truce between the parties
wherever Parliamentary seats became
vacant the holding party was permitted
to nominate a member to be returned
unopposed. Several times this truce was
broken usually by the intervention of an
Independent who argued that he was not
bound by decisions of parties to which
he did not belong.

So with these facts as background and
having listened to and read the program-
mes of the various parties claiming your
attention on foreign affairs and home
affairs, on what they propose to do ab-
out housing, health, getting the country
back to full employment after the war and’
the educating of your children you are
ready to cast your vote.

For most Service people it will be quest-
ion of marking their ballot form and
sending «it off by post. Detailed instruct.,
ions will be given to you locally. '

John HALLOWS (Sjt).
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EXHAUST
OPENING

5/16" ARMOUR PLATE
a JETTISONABLE

CANOPY

JAP DEATH
PLANE

— details
SOLDIER publishes the first pic-

tures of the remarkable new
Japanese rocket-propelled piloted
bomb, which has been in use against
the Allies in the Pacific in the past
few months.

Known as the "BAKA" — Japanese
for ""Fool" — this latest iype of “suicide”
plane is in reality a midget air-launched
aircraft with a heavy explosive warhead,

"BAKA" is a low-wing monoplane, only
19ft 10 ins from nose to tail and with a
span of 16 ft 5 ins. The warhead fairing
is over 6 ft long and forms the complete
nose section of the plane. It is here that
the digh explosive charge is carried.

While being carried on its parent air-
craft "Betty’’, the "Fool" plane's cockpit
fits into the bomb bay, as seen in the
pictures on the left, which also show a
captured specimen.

"BAKA's" three rocket propellant units
are carried behind the cockpit, two on
the bottom of the fuselage and the third
at the top.

A control column and rudder bar,
which the "suicide” pilot can use after
"BAKA'™ is jettisoned from "Betty”, can
also be locked while attached to the pa-
rent plane,




Some people have des-
cribed the use of rocket
weapons in war as revo-
lutionary. But they are,
in fact, a development

of one of the oldest

forms of projectile.

The Story of
the Rocket

F a rocket large enough to con-
tain sufficient fuel to drive itself
out of the earth’s gravitational field
could be built, it might be possible
to fly to the moon — if direction
could be accurately controlled.

There are, however, no “ifs” in the pro-
phecy that when the full weight of Allied
military strength is gathered in the Far
East the Japanese are going to receive
many unpleasant surprises, not the least
of which will be greatly improved rocket
devices. For although nothing can be said
about the technicalities involved it is
known that both British and American
scientists have made great progress
towards perfecting a number of light-
weight rocket propelled arms. A

All-Purpose Weapon

In the past few years we have seen how
modern rocket weapons have changed the
nature of war. We have been rudely
awakened to their possibilities by the mis-
placed skill and knowledge which enabled
a German soldier, 190 miles from London,
to press a button and set in motion a me-
chanism which fell on the city a few mi-
nutes later and blasted houses and lives
out of existence.

We have watched Typhoons pouring
rockets into German strong-points. Tanks
fitted with multi-barrelled rtocket plat-
forms have obliterated German defence
positions in a few seconds. Rocket-gun
ships have pounded and neutralised the
landing beaches.

And seeing these things we have won-
dered, “What are the limits of this new
weapon 2 j

He Had A Surprise

Our wonder could not have been
greater than that of a Chinese brigand
who, more than 700 years ago, invented
the first rocket projectile by accident.

In the 13th century the roving Chinese
robber bands used a fire arrow with an
incendiary mixture of inflammable pitch
in a small tube attached to the arrow, but
this “'secret weapon was not always a
success as the fire, more often than not,
went out during flight.

But one of the brigands had a bright
idea. He fixed the tube to the arrow with
the opening to the rear. He lit the fuse

and. next moment, the arrow had sped

away . without being fired from the bow.

That was the first discovery of the prin-
ciple of rocket projection, but little was
done to exploit it until 1799 when the In-
dians inflicted heavy casualties on the Bri-
tish Army at Seringapatam by the use of
6-1b and 12-1b rockets.

Colonel William Congreve, of the Bri-
tish Army, concentrated on rocket projec-

VERGELTUNGSWAFFE

1y
S :

A flying bomb (above) or "Vergeltungswalfe” (rwoﬁge.-weépon). 'ln:g' wheeled to its launching ra'm'pf.- It coquish‘bWh. '

morale, but it was a significant pointer o future developments in wartare,

tiles and in 1806 planned the bombard-
ment of Boulogne when 200 rockets were
fired into the city in half an hour from
row boats equipped with launching plat-
forms. A year later the Danish Fleet was
sunk and Copenhagen burned to the
ground by rockets. On that occasion no
fewer than 25,000 were poured into the
Danish capital.

Colonel Congreve, ,who also invented a
rocket to throw a life-line to a ship in
distress, later organised rocket brigades
in the British Army.

Rockets were employed with great ef-
fect in the American War, and were also
used at the Battle of Waterloo.

As time went on the development of
rifled cannon became so advanced that
rockets became unpopular and rocket bri-
gades were disbanded in 1885. Until the
beginning of this war they were rejected
as a weapon for three reasons — the lar-
ge propellant charge necessary to keep
them in flight, their notorious inaccuracy
and their large area of dispersion

Torrent of Invention

Then came 1939, and with it the intro-
duction of the German Nebelwerfer, a six-
barrelled mortar throwing rocket projec-
tiles with a fair amount of accuracy. The
famous Russian 'Katusha'', a multi-bar-
relled rocket-gun came next and in quick
succession a number of rocket inventions
appeared, including the American "Bazoo-
ka', the British rocket-gun ships, the jet
planes, the V-weapons, rocket firing pla-
nes, rocket tanks; AA rocket batteries and
rocket-assisted shells.

All these are controlled by one main
principle, the application of Newton's
third law of motion which states that “ac-
tion and reaction are equal and opposite™.
A steadily burning propellant shoots gases
backwards with tremendous speed. These
gases have a momentum and to balance
it the projectile must have an equal mo-
mentum in the forward direction.

The theory of rocket propulsion also
involves other considerations, but to ex-
plain them in detail would fill a very large
volume,

Advantages in Jungle

In jungle fighting rocket weapons have
distinct advantages over percussion arms
— they are lighter and can be used at
shorter ranges with greater effect. There
is practically no recoil, and no intricate
mechanism to jam at the wrong moment.
:lheir effect on morale is very considera-

e,

No, we may not fly to the moon, but
the Japanese will soon be hearing and
feeling our rocket weapons. Perhaps they
have heard of Newton's third law of mo-
tion. It will be interesting to see their
reaction to this latest expression of it

After pfqlong-d secret tests in Jamaica the multi-barrelled

an exceeding effective AA weapon

The landings In Normandy were greatly helped by rﬁcktt‘-g’uﬁ. ships, known as

“racks” from their outline. Their fire is devastating.

e - —

iters scored a big success as destroyers of Tiger
created tremendous havoc among enemy km



THE GENERAL

General Sir Claude Auchinleck, who encou-
raged Capt. Sheldon to become a war artist.

THE ARTIST
This is the artist himself. Capt. Harry Sheldon
is aged 28, and has specialised in the drawing
of Indian” troops. He was a commercial art
student before the war.

GUARDS RECRUIT
is now WAR ARTIST

ROM the sun-scorched Burma battle-front,
where the intense heat baked his oil paint-
ings, to the ice-cold winter of Italy, where his

oils froze to the canvas, Captain Harry Sheldon,
of the 8th Gurkha Rifles, official war artist, has

followed the Indian and Gurkha soldier from

one front line to another half-way across the
world.

In Burma he worked in the blazing heat wearing
only a pair of canvas shorts. In Italy his garb was
battledress, three pullovers, a scarf, sheepskin jacket,
and balaclave. On his hands, to prevent them becoming
cramped, he wore old socks with the tops cut off.

Swift Rise to Fame

A Guardsman in 1939, Captain Sheldon is today
described by General Sir Claude Auchinleck, C-in-C,
India, as “"an extremely fine artist and one of the best
official war artists the Army has’’. His rise to fame has
been rapid.

Joining the Coldstream Guards as a recruit in Octo-
ber 1939, Guardsman Harry Sheldon went through the
rigorous ' square-bashing’’, weapon training, route mar-
ches and exercises that produce a trained soldier. It
Bcemed thﬂt he wDuld remﬂin a Guﬂrdsman until a
chance remark passed to the Intelligence Officer of the
4th Bn. Goldstream Guards by a brother officer brought
about his promotion to Intelligence Corporal.

Somehow the information had leaked out that Guards.
man Sheldon had been a commercial art student be-
fore the war and "he might be useful drawing maps and
insignia of rank and all that short of thing".

Designed Division Crest

That was really the beginning of Capiain Sheldon's
brilliant Army career. His work as a painter of "maps
and things'" attracted the attention of General Sir Oliver
Leese, then commanding the Ist Guards Armoured
Division, and at his request Corporal Sheldon designed
the Divisional crest.

He served with the Division for two-and-a-half years
and then went out to India as a cadet at the Bengalore
OTS, and was commissioned into the 8th Gurkha Rifles.
As a regimental officer, it was pa.t of Lt. Sheldon's
duty to organise a Regimental Information Centre, and
it was here that his interpretation of battle-scenes and
paintings of Allied and Japanese soldiers first attracted
the attention of General Auchinleck.

Some months later Lt. Sheldon went into hospital at

THE PICTURES

Right : The water-col-
our sketch that F.-M.
Wavell was smiling at.
It shows Indian ground
staff at a Far East aero-
drome inspecting
bombs.

Study of an Indian officer.

An American officer serving with the
Indian Army.

Karachi, where he arranged an exhibition of his paint-
ings and drawings while waiting to be invalided home.
Just before he was due to be sent back to England
General Auchinleck visited the hospital, and was so
impressed with the exhibition that he persuaded Lit.
Sheldon to serve on as a war artist. Soon afterwards
Capt. Sheldon, now an official war artist, was in the
front line in the Tiddim-Kaleymo fighting with the 5th
Indian Division.

In Italy and Burma
He followed the

River down to the

Indian soldier across the Chindwin
Arakan coast of Burma, and then
within a week was flown from the 100 degrees-in-the-
shade temperature at Kaleymo to the snow-capped
mountains of |ta|y where the lhvrmon—mler was many
points below freezing.

Back again to Burma, Captain Sheldon went with the
forward troops in their drive on Mandalay and Meiktila
which were captured this spring. He also spent a short
time with the Indian Air Force in the Arakan.

At the beginning of May Captain Sheldon was flown
back to England — his first. visit since 1942 — to
arrange an exhibition of his work in London which was
attended by Lord Wavell, Viceroy of India; General
Auchinleck; Mr. L.S. Amery, Secretary of State for
India, and high ranking officials of the India Office.

Action Scenes

The collection, mainly water-colours and crayon
drawings, is a vivid record of the gallant part played
by the Indian Army in this war. One of the crayons
shows how Subadar Ram Sarup Singh, of the Ist Punjab
Regt, won the VC by charging a Japanese machine-gun
nest after he had been badly wounded and bayoneting
five Japs. The Subadar was killed immediately after-
wards., This drawing. like most of the others, was
completed only a few hours after the action because,
says Captain Sheldon, "'l wanted to convey the scenes
as | saw them while they were still fresh in my mind"”.

Perhaps the most brilliant part of the collection are
the crayon drawings of Indian tribesmen and Gurkha
types, and in particular a sketch of Cpl. Barachow
Navrongo, a soldier serving with the 81st West African
Division.

Captain Sheldon was present at the exhibition with
his wife, whom he had not seen for more than two years.

After spending a week in England Captain Sheldon
went back to ltaly to complete his record of the part
p!ayed by the famous 8th and 10th Indian Dw:smns
in the final break-through on the ltalian front.

A Gurkha of the type
Sheldon's regiment.

In Capt.



This. sk bey doten’s look masi ke  problam child 30as B jie
good, old-fashioned baby's habit of sucking his fingers.

(Abo#e).'They'xe been left in !he'nursel.'y while their parents listen to
- the Bishop. (Below). Author Blake (Sjt) holds the baby.

SOLDIER Goes Bo o SchootAfor-Pasents

HEY told me, when | came Home, that | was
“slightly uncivilised”’. There were rough
edges, they said. | would have to learn that my
child, like any other child, would need careful
handling. In consequence and hope they sent me
toa "Parents’ Exhibition"’, held at Bromley, Kent,
where a number of “experts” did their best to

tell me the right and the wrong way to do things.

It isn't easy to listen to advice about bringing up
children when you have first hand experience. You feel
a fool. It requires patience to keep your temper with
an ""expert”. Yet people who have children of their own,
and who, in addition, have had many more years of
experience with children and their troubles than you
have, command a respect which vindicates some of their
“simple as ABC'" solutions to those problems which you
yourself have often termed "impossible™.

Blush of Ignorance

It was my son Peter, | may add, who began it. Peter,
(three months old), has a habit of starting things which
he knows well enough he can never finish. A remark
of mine noting that he had been distending his lungs
quite long enough, brought from my wife a statement
that the average wartime father knows nothing about
his own children.

"You will, of course, have no objection
to going to the exhibition to-morrow’’, she
said. "It starts at eleven’.

The catch was fair enough.

Thus it was that some two hundred
mothers. three local rectors and one
bewildered old gentleman in addition to
myself gathered at the Public Library and
awaited the arrival of the Lord Bishop of
Rochester and his team of speakers.

Within ten minutes | felt a crushing
sensation of cabbage-like ignorance. |
knew in a moment that | was surrounded
not by a few women out for a sixpenny
lecture, but by 1945 mothers who, sick of
an overdose of modern "complexes and
inhibitions of children’’, had come to hear
some plain sense interpreted by experts.

How many parents realise the respons-
ibilities which are theirs in the shaping
of a young life? Frankly, | had never
thought about them. | suppose | had al-
ways thought that children just grew up,
whatever you did, and that things sorted
themselves out in due time, however much
one trled to intcl’fefﬂ. ]l l'lad never occur-
ed to me that I might one day be the
. father of an "Awful Audrey”.

old campaigner in battle but a recruit with only fifteen

months service in the Army of wartime husbands — and
fathers. A regular soldier who fought under Wavell and
Monty in the Royal Tanks Corps in the Western Desert,
he returned to England after five years overseas in December,
1943, met his wife the following February and married her in
March. His son Peter Robert by name — is three months
old, and like all babies is proving more difficult to manage
than he expected. In fact, he is the reason behind his father's

appearance at this "School for Parents”.

STAFF Sjt. Robert Blake, SOLDIER staff writer, is an

| listened to a talk about the difficult age for children,
when boys go "romantic’’ and girls get crooner crazy. It
was given by the late headmistress of the Liverpool
School for Girls. "When children make friendships™,
she said, “ask their friends to your home. Let them see
them against a family background. The worst thing you
can do is to run them down and express your disapproval.
Children need to be given confidence when beginning
to grow up, and their own good taste will eventually
rescue them from mistakes. The surest way to sabotage
a child’s confidence in you is to ask innumerable quest-
ions’".

What should be the relationship between parents and
their children? The obvious answer is “love and affec-
tion", but there must be something more. There must be

Author Blake (Sjt) and grandpa take counsel among 2,000 women.
“Don’t look now, but | think somebody's noticed us.”

J
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mutual trust. Without it there is no_solid foundation
upon which the child can build, The question is recally
answered by noting the relationship between the parents
themselves, as its reflection will be that which exists
between them and their children.

What about Co-education ?

What do you think of co-education ? Do you consider
it good for young children of both sexes to mix in work
and play ? Here is what the head of a co-ed school has
to say about it. "Personally | am disillusioned with the
whole system. The girlg become hoydens and the boys
cissy young men’’. Co-education has been tried out in
the Soviet Union. It has now been abandoned as a system
which failed. On the other hand it has been carried out
with good results in Sweden, Norway and Switzerland.
Success depends entirely on teachers who are not biassed
in their attitude. Again it is a matter for parents, for it
is they alone who can best decide whether their child
will do well at a co-ed school. They should assess
their child's "mixing” qualities.

Among the many questions raised was this one. To
what extent should parents control friendships between
boys and girls? Perhaps you think that nothing very
much in the way of control can be done, that parents
should 'sit back and look tactful'. Possibly the word
“control” is the wrong one to use, because you simply
cannot control mutual friendships between young people.
You can shut your door in the face of a
particular person — but that is all. Help
your child te acquire good taste, and you
are on a safe road. There will be mistakes,
of course. The best thing to do, | heard,
was to get your daughler'-s young man
into your home and let him sit down, and
speak and eat. It is more likely that he
will devour all the cakes instead of losing
his appetite through adolescent love.

These were some of the questions ask-
ed and answered. The exhibition itself,
organised by the Young Wives' Campaign
of the Mothers’ Union, was only one of
many now being organised throughout
the country to try and adjust home life
for children, which has suffered so much
during the war years. It is obvious that
although children themselves will need
help in the days to come, parents too will
require instruction in the difficult job of
raising to-morrow’s citizens.

When | got home Peter was no longer
a problem child. He was fast asleep.
*How did you do it 2" | asked, thinking
of what | had heard during the day, ""did
you try mutual trust?”

But [ was wrong — it was gripe water.
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| Evolution (continued)

7%

What does "Evolution” mean ?
Mr. Ashley G. Lowndes, M. A,,
F. Z. S., a private research wor-
ker, explains in this and succeed-
ing articles a theory which has
given rise to some of the hottest
arguments of modern times.

- "’"{m“

WHEN he looks up from his
microscope and his pages of
calculations, and rests his eyes by
looking out of his window on Ply-
mouth Hoe to sea, Mr. Lowndes
can see battleships, cruisers, flying-
boats, a Bailey Bridge, and all the
paraphernalia of men who fight
wars on land, sea and air. Whatever
thoughts may come into his mind
about them are presently dismissed,
and then he turns back to his work.

Round him are giant glass tanks con-
taining fishes, crabs, lobsters, shrimps,
sea-urchins and all the weird and unfa-
miliar life that exists under the water.
Patiently he studies them : how they
struggle for food, how they are adapted
to suit the conditions they find themsel-
ves in, how they all have a place in the
scheme of things.

Because Mr. Lowndes has been quietly
working and keeping the world in some-
thing like perspective, while most of us
have been busy with jobs that have not
given us many chances to look up or stop
or think, it seemed a good idea to invite
him to write for SOLDIER on Evolution.

He agreed, carefully pointing out that
though he believes firmly in modern theo-
ries of evolution, he is a devout Church-
man.

"l must mention that,”" he said, 'l am
not 'pi’ but I believe Evolution proves the
existence of a Creator, not denies it."”

In the following article Mr. Lowndes
discusses ""The Meaning of the Term "Evo-
lution',” which will be followed by arti-
cles on "Theories about how Life began™
and "Time, with its bearing on past and
future.”

s

""Evolution, or the Darwinian Theory,
was a theory invented by Darwin nearly
a hundred years agon and by it he tried
to prove that men were descended from
monkeys."”

This statement, though incorrect in al-
most every word, gives what is regarded
by a very large number of people as the
true meaning of the term Evolution.

The simplest way to expose its wrong-
ness and get some sort of insight into the
real meaning of the word is to compare it
with what is usually believed to be its
opposite number.

We as human beings certainly believe
that we exist. So do other forms of living
animals, such as horses and dogs, mon-
keys and -mice, to say nothing of such
other animals as crabs and prawns, sna-
kes and butterflies.

e e ——
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In another direction we might com-
pare hills and valleys, seas and oceans.
Or again we can compare such rocks
as the crystalline granites of Dartmoor
or Aberdeen, which possess no fossils
or the remains of animals and plants,
with such rocks as coal or limestone
which obviously do possess both ani-
mal and plant remains. :

Finally we can compare a body such
as our earth — which is now compa-
ratively cold — with
an intensely hot body
such as the sun, and
then compare both
with an intermediate
body such as the
giant planet Jupiter,
which in size and
temperature strikes
a mean between the
earth and sun. _

Since all these
things exist, in all
their variety and

contrast, it is only
reasonable to believe
that they were at
some time or other
created,  and it is
over this <creation
that two apparently
opposed theories ha-
ve been set up.

The first, and per-
haps the older, theo-
ry is that of special

creation, while the ATt
second is that of evo-
lution.

Obviously creation implies some sort_of
Creator, and on this fundamental point
both theories are agreed.

World Is Young
The theory of special creation, how-
ever, implies that at some remote period
the Creator made everything in a com-
paratively short period of time and then
left the earth and all it contains to go

its own way. Further, according to one-

large body of thinkers everything was at
one time perfect, until Man interfered and
went his own way, continuing to make
a pretty bad mess of things ever since.
Those upholding the theory of evolu-
tion hold very different views. First, and
most important, they do not believe that
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Scientists of another age "quietly working

and keeping the world in something like

perspective.” A picture of the Royal

Observatory, Greenwich, in the 17th
century.

the earth was created with everything
on it complete. Instead they hold that
it is being created. They do not be-
lieve that the animals and plants we
know were created, once and for all,
over a comparatively short period, but
that they are very different to what
animals and plants were a long time
ago, and that they are all still in a
continuous state of change. They gra-
dually became, and are becoming,
more and more com-
plex in structure, and
I do not hesitate to
express the opinion,
as an evolutionist,
that this earth and
all it contains is gra-
dually becoming bet-
ter and better.

i The theory of spe-
cial creation more or
less implies that the
world is very old and
is drawing towards
its close, while the
theory of evolution
most emphatically
implies that while the
world is far older
than we thought it
was, yet, compared
with the time to co-
me, it is still quite

«_i Oxarabhan . Young.
A Modern astronom-
M. A, F Z S, ers tell us that the

earth has probably
existed for at least
3,000,000,000 years, though man has
only existed for about 300,000 years.
They further tell us that there is every
reason to suppose that life such as we
understand it should exist on this earth
for another 10,000,000,000 years.

This last point is to my mind one of
great importance, for it surely implies
that in the past we have been far too

- hasty in condemning this world and en-

larging on the appalling mess that it
would appear to be in, instead of facing
up to the facts clearly.

After all, this world is our world, and
even if it is just a hole we know of no
better hole to go to. We all make mistakes
and we shall continue to do so but, so
long as we can realise that we have made
them and are prepared to try and learn

from them, then the sooner we make a
few more and learn a few more healthy
lessons, so much the better.

Charles Darwin was the grandson of
Erasmus Darwin, a famous doctor who
spent a great many years of his life at
Lichfield in Staffordshire. Not only was
Dr. Darwin a great physician, but he was
beloved and respected throughout the
district, with the possible exception of
some of those living within the Cathedral
Close, who may have been disturbed by
his original ideas.

Men came to him from all parts for me-
dical advice, and it is certain that his in-
fluence on British science was of outstand-
ing importance, and probably second on-
ly to that of Sir Isaac Newton.

It was he, and not his grandson, who
first propounded the theory of evolution
(at least in this country), and finally it
was Erasmus Darwin who first realised
the grandeur of the concept of evolution
in its widest sense. And, make no doubt
about it, it is a grand conception.

How the Strong Survive

Charles Darwin's fame rests on other
grounds. He was never in any way the
pioneer of the Theory of Evolution even
if we use the term in its narrowest sense.
But in 1859 he published his first great
work, "The Origin of Species by means
of Natural Selection,” and in this he put
forward the great theory of natural selec-
tion, or the survival of the fittest. It would
take too much time and space to attempt
to discuss it, but perhaps one simple
example may be cited of the way in which
natural selection works. This actual
example is not, however, taken from the
"Origin of Species”.

Few people who have ever visited the
west coast of Scotland, or better still the
Highlands, have failed to notice the gann-
ets, those birds looking something like
seagulls but with much thicker necks and
with the ends of their wings darkly
coloured. The most striking feature of
these birds is their power of diving from
considerable heights after their prey,
which consists chiefly of mullet or similar
fish. These birds can only survive pro-
vided they can obtain their special food,
and for some reason which we cannot
explain they feed only on living fish.
Clearly a great difficulty must arise dur-

ing the winter and autumn, when storms
make the sea rough and it is impossible
for the birds to see their prey. Also, they
cannot dive with the necessary precision
during a high wind.

If they are to survive they must find
calmer waters, and this means that they
may have to fly for miles across the
track of the storm. Thousands perish and
all the weaklings are sorted out. Only the
very strongest birds survive the winter
and are left to mate in the spring.

This they do on the rocky crags of the
Highlands or on such isolated spots as
Ailsa Craig. Thus we see that the off-
spring are bred only from the compara-
tively few survivors among the parents.

Taking this, then, as an example of
natural selection, it should be carefully
noted that the theory tells us nothing
about the origin either of the strength of
flight of the birds or of their wonderful
capacity for diving. It merely shows how,
provided there are some really strong
fliers and some weaklings, Nature breeds
from the strong only and gets rid of the
weak. g

Man Copies Nature

This is but one very simplified example
of the process of natural selection, but it
will be readily seen that what Nature has
been doing through countless ages in the
past, man is doing daily in the breeding
of plants and animals.

Such animals as horses and dogs, to
say nothing of birds, are bred in large
numbers for various purposes, but the
real art or skill in all breeding experi-
ments is the choice of most carefully se-
lected parents. The winning horse at one
of our great race-meetings often fetches
a sum of many thousands of pounds, not
because it is likely to win a large number
of races itself, but because in years to
come a long race of successful horses can
usually be bred by making it one of the
parents.

Ever since Charles Darwin published
the "Origin of Species’ in 1859, in which
he set out clearly the theory of natural
selection, Darwinism and evolution have
been mistaken for one and the same
thing, and in order to clear up this mis-
take the following analogy may be use-
ful. -

Look At Your Watch

If we take our watch from our pocket,
or glance at our wrist," to see the time,
nobody except a lunatic would argue the
point as to whether we are or are not
looking at a watch, since that is what we
call a contrivance that we have to wind
up, which has two hands, and which tells
the time,

But when we come to examine the
watch there may be a great diversity of
opinion about its inner workings. It may
have been made in Birmingham, or Swit-
zerland. It may have been made by hand,
or machinery. It may keep good time or
bad time. On all these points there may
be room for a good deal of discussion,
but no amount of argument or discussion
will ever get over the fact that what we
are really looking at is — a watch.

This pretty well sums up the present
position with regard to evolution, for we
can regard evolution as the watch and
natural selection as one of the debatable
points about its inner workings.

At the present time very few scientists
would deny evolution, but it is equally
true to state that still fewer scientists
would now regard natural selection,
which is the true Darwinism, as the cause
of evolution.

In the next article | shall deal with the
proposition that "'man is descended from
the apes,” and explain in greater detail
just what "evolution” means.

Lend-Lease

OME of us older men have a

little different view of the war
because of being fathers. | live in
comfort in London, and wonder
whether | still have a son some-
where in the Pacific or whether
there is a telegram looking for me.
Periodically | pay my income tax,
some which goes to pay for Lend-
Lease guns and planes for China.
There are Chinese soldiers who will
be willing to fly those planes and
shoot those guns, and when they
do, some Jap who has my son's
number may have an accident first.

As a tax-payer | could kick to my Con-
gressman, and say that no foreigner ought
to be allowed to shoot Japs unless he can
pay on the nail for the ammunition, or at
least can promise to pay later on. | don't
feel that way ; I'd like to have my son
back later on. If the Chinese or Austra-
lians or English want to shoot off some of
our ammunition at their own risk, | am
not in a mood to say "'No™ just because
they are short of money. War is not a
commercial proposition.

Several times | have talked on Lend
Lease in American camps, and the reason
for setting down my thoughts on paper is
that I have to go home after two years in
Britain. | have been sorry to find so much
misunderstanding  about = Lend-Lease,
which leads to distrust of our Allies.
Although it is human nature for allies to
distrust each other after the strain of war,
it is not smart for us to let off steam this
way, because that is exactly where the
Germans hope to .f'infd their chance for a
come-back.

Mischievous Rumours
Most of the stories going the rounds
about Lend-Lease and about Reverse
Lend-Lease in particular, were

DAVID
CUSHMAN COYLE *
" (of Mass. U.S.A)

did Germany threaten the safety of the
United States in case she succeeded in
occupying the British Isles ? In the elec-
tion of 1940, both Mr. Roosevelt and Mr.
Willkie took the position that preservation
of England was necessary for our own
safety. That was the majority opinion in
America, though there were many who
were not convinced Since then we have
seen a lot. Americans now know that the
Germans intended to conquer the world,
and came within an ace of doing it. Most
of us also know that Germany and Japan
are tough, and that no one or no two of
the four largest Allies could have won
without the help of the others. America is
a strong power, but not strong enough to
live in peace and comfort with Germany
and Japan as masters of the rest of the
world and all its resources.

Since our own safety depended on pre-
venting the loss of England, we could not
let the flow of supplies dry up just because

orks Both Ways

rican goods in the foreign market, we
ought to benefit by experience, and not
get into the jam we were in last time. We
have to buy enough foreign goods so that
our customers can earn dollars to pay for
our exports. Without an export market,
jobs will be hard to find in America after
the war, ‘

This is why Congress passed the Lend-
Lease Bill in 1941, instead of a bill mak-
ing war loans to the British. Sensible
people knew we must not lend money and
set up debts that would stand in the way
of American exports and American pros-
perity after the war. The Lend-Lease Act
does not lend our Allies any money. They
do not owe us any money now or in the
future for what we supply under Lend-
Lease. Will they ever pay ? There is no
such question. We have not lent them any
money. We have lent them planes and
tanks, which still belong to us, while they
last. Just as the British have lent us air-
fields, which still belong to ghem, and will
be taken back when we go away.

Stirring Up Trouble

It is well to remember that anyone who
cries about getting paid for Lend-Lease is
doing one of two things. He is blindly
asking to have obstacles put in the way
of full employment after the war. Or he
is purposely trying to stir up trouble and
help a German comeback. There are not
many traitors. But there are too many
Americans who get irritated and talk
against their own- interests.

The Lend-Lease Act authorized the
President to sell,.exchange, lease, lend ot
otherwise hand over anything we could
spare, to help any country whose defense
is vital to the defense of the United States.
According to the law, the return for this
help may be in kind or in property or any
other direct or indirect benefit that the
President deems satisfactory. For instance,
in 1941 nearly 800 tanks and 4,000

trucks were sent on Lend-

started by misunderstanding
the facts. A few are pure ru-
mor with no basis at all. It is
important to clear up these
stories, as they only play into
the hands of the Germans who
are already planning another
war.

For instance, the gasoline
story that we sell aviation gas
to the British for 25 cents and
buy it back for 55 cents, is
based on misunderstanding the
facts. We don't sell any gaso-
line to the British at an price,
and we don't buy any from
them. But when an American
draws gasoline from a British
station, he has to sign for it
so that the British Army can
account for where it went. The
receipt shows the cost in
England, which is high be-
cause this is a long way from
Texas. It is natural for the
man who signs to think he has
seen with his own eyes the
British "'selling’” us gas at that
price. But we do not pay for
it, and the cost of the gas is
not even set down as Reverse
Lend-Lease. The British ope-

rate the pipe-lines and some

Lease to Egypt, and meanwhi-
le our own troops were train-
ing with dummies labelled
"Tank”. We were only train-
ing, but the British were fight-
ing, and they held the Ger-
mans and kept them from ever
joining hands with the Japs. If
the President should “'deem”
the saving of Africa and the
Near East as a satisfactory
benefit in return for material
we sent over, while we were
still training, who is prepared
to say otherwise ?

In time, as the war went on
and American forces went into
action far from home, we be-
gan to need things ourselves,
and our Allies began to supply
us on Reserve Lend-Lease. In
the South Pacific most of the
food for our Army and Navy
was provided, without cost to
us, by Australia and New Zea-
land. At the same time, Ame-
rica was sending dried eggs
and Spam to England. The
point is not what these food
supplies cost, or even whether
they were for soldiers or civi-
lians, or how they tasted. The
point is that the arrangement

of the distribution. For gas
drawn by Americans they re-
cord as Reverse Lend-Lease 2 cents a
gallon which covers the cost of handling
in Britain. -

On the other hand, the story that the
British charge us 7,000 dollars every time
an American plane lands on a British air-
field, is a pure rumour based on nothing.
They don’t charge us anything and they
don’t keep any account of landing expen-
ses as Reverse Lend-Lease.

Threat to America

The Lend-Lease Act was passed on
March 11, 1941, to allow the British to
get American supplies after they had run
out of money. Before that the British had
paid cash, which they got by taking over
all the American investments owned by
British citizens and cashing them in. The
money lasted until December, 1940, Then
the question of what America would do
had to be faced.

The underlying question was, and still
is, whether the war was our war, that is,

England was broke. The next question was
whether to lend money.

In the other war we lent money to our
Allies, and came out with about eleven
billion dollars owed to us. If we had heen
willing to import a lot of materials and
goods from our Allies without selling
anything, we could have got our money
back. The foreigners who sold goods to
us would then have had dollars, and their
governments could have taken the dollars
by taxation and used them to pay the
U. S. Government. The reason we never
got paid was that we refused to buy
heavily abroad. This was one cause of the
Great Depression.

After this war, if we want to sell Ame-

* Mr. Coyle. who wrote this article primarily
for American Servicemen. is a consulting engi-
neer, author, and ai one time member of the
U.S, Defence Advisory Committee. During his
stay in this country he was attached to the
American Office of War Information, and has
now returned to the U.S.A,

saved hundreds of ships, which
could be used for guns and
shells. Moreover, Australia and New Zea-
land delivered nearly 10,000 landing craft
and other boats to General MacArthur for
the invasion of the Philippines. Small
boats are especially ‘hard to ship all the
way from America. They have also "lent’’
us millions of blankets, shoes, socks and
other articles, most of which won't be
worth taking back when we are through
using them.

In England our forces have received
more help than any one soldier could
ever know about unless he works on the
job of making up the lists. To the middle
of 1944, 31%, of the tonnage of material
used by Americans in ‘the ETO was sup-
plied by the British. This material cost us
nothing. Again the important point is not
the cost but the fact that we did not have
to bring this tonnage across the Atlantic,
and so we could get ahead faster in
winning the war. You will get home a lot
sooner because of this Reserve Lend-

Lense. CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE.
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. Lend' Lease (continued)

As for money value, the Reverse Lend-
Lease in the United Kingdom has cost the
British tax-payer about three billion dol-
lars, to April 1945. There are some small
articles which the American Army buys
here for cash, and these little transactions
have given rise to the belief that we are
paying for a good deal of what we get.
Altogether, our Army has spent less than
ten million dollars in the U. K. We have
bought about a third of a cent’s worth for
each dollar’'s worth that we have received
on Reverse Lend-Lease.

What U.S. Army Got

It is worth while looking at some of the
items we have had free of charge here in
England. All our camps, airfields, hospi-
tals and Red Cross Clubs and most of
their furnishings are paid for by the Bri-
tish. The synthetic harbours we used in
Normandy were supplied by the British.
So were the Bailey brit~-+, the jerricans
for gasoline, the paper gas tanks for
fighters, 50.000 ® tyres for airplanes,
140,000 bicycles, and thousands of other
items.

Spark plugs for bombers are worth
something else than money if your en-
gines threaten to conk out over Germany.
The British plugs were four times as re-
liable as ours, and since early in 1943
the British have “lent” wus 1,000,000 of
them. More important, they have shown
us the secret of making these plugs, and
we are making them for our planes in the
Pacific. If the President should deem that
saving the lives of a few thousand Ameri-
can bomber men was a sa-

questions that come up in American
camps in England.

What happens when an American
trucks knocks the corner off a British
house ? The damage claim is adjusted by
the same legal process as if it were a
British truck, and the British Government
pays the damages to the owner of the
house.

What happens when we damage a Bri-
tish house that we are occupying ? A
bill for damages is rendered to the Ame-
rican unit. This bill is turned over by our
Army to the British War Office, which
settles with the owner. We do not pay.

There are various stories about inflat-
ed food prices. Actually many food
prices in England are less than cost ; the
loss is covered by subsidy from the
Government. Food supplied to our Army
is recorded at the standard prices paid by
storekeepers in Britain. British candy.
cookies, matches and other PX goods
are suplied to our Army on Reverse Lend-
Lease. The Army therefore pays nothing
for these goods. The prices you pay are
set by the Army and the money goes to
the U. S. Treasury.

As we get nearer the end of the war,
some of our Lend-Lease arrangements are
already being changed over to ordinary
commercial relations. In 1941 the British
agreed not to use scarce materials, such
as steel, for commercial exports, so long
as we were sending these materials here
on Lend-Lease. A British company could
not sell steel fishing rods in South Ame-
rica while our War Production Board was

refusing to let Americans

tisfactory return for several
million dollars worth of
dried eggs, who wants to
deny it ?

Many members of the
American Army have not
understood that although
there are prices on Reverse
Lend-Lease goods and ser-
vices, we do not pay them.
It is important to repeat that
the prices are not selling
prices ; they are costs set
down by the British to keep
their own accounts with
Parliament, which appropria-
tes the money. So far as we
are concerned, it is not a
bill for us to pay, but only
a measurement of how much
help we have had over here.

Second, the bulk of the
items cost less over here than
in the United States, because
wages are much lower in
Britain. The American cost
for a parachute is 165 dol-

"— and | musi
insist that you girls

have steel to make fishing
rods. Now the British are
starting to plan for peace-
time trade, and we have
made a new agreement. Any
material they want to use for
export goods goes off Lend-
Lease and they buy it for
cash, the same as in peace-
time trade,

Also it now appears that
the large number of Ame-
rican machine tools lent to
England for war production
will be wanted here after the
war for use in peace-time
work. These tools have there
fore been transferred off
Lend-Lease and bought by
the British for cash, so they
are not on loan any more,
They are sold, and the Bri-
tish own them like any other
commercial goods.

Winning a war isn't a bu-
siness deal. Worrying about
getting paid for bombs and

lars, and the same kind of | pe in billets by half | shells isn't sensible. We
parachute in England costs ast ten at night. If make bombs to give to the
135 dollars. A 65-inch air- can do it, so can enemy free. Some of these

plane tyre in America is 350 you!
dollars, and the same tyre in

bombs we deliver at our own
expense and at our own

England, supplied to us on
Lend-Lease, costs the British 160 dollars.
In the Pacific, the Australians have sup-
plied our forces.with nearly 2 million
blankets, at a cost to the Australians of
2.64 dollars apiece, Australia produces a
lot of wool. The same blankets would cost
7.67 dollars apiece in America. Contrary
to the usual belief, most of the stuff we
get on Reverse Lend-Lease is put down
at a lower cost than similar American
stuff,

"We Do Not Pay”

There are a few items that cost more.
In England, for instance, things made of
wood or new paper are more expensive
than in America because timber is scarce
and can’t be handled as cheaply as in the
great virgin forests of our northwest. The
story of the table costing 34 dollars is al-
most correct, except that the decimal
point skidded. The cost was 3.40 dollars
and in America it would have been per-
haps 2.00 dollars. Incidentally, the Bri-
tish give us on Reverse Lend-Lease the
paper and printing for the '"Stars and
Stripes’’ and "Yank'. All you pay for is
the writing and management.

There is a story that the British charge
us high rentals for airfields. The total cost
of airfields in England, including rentals
to the owners of the land and the work
done on the fields, are less than for simi-
lar fields in America. They also are paid
by the British, not by us.

ere are answers to two other common
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risk. Others, the R. A, F.
kindly delivers for us, at their expense
and risk. Try to figure out whether we
owe the R. A, F. airmail charges for
delivering some of our bombs, or whether
the British owe us the price of the bombs?
There isn’t any answer, and the gquestion
doesn’t mean anything.

Then try to figure out what the
French owe us because we have armed
and trained a tough French Army that
took over part of the German front near
Switzerland. American troops could have
spread out to cover that front, which
would have made it that much harder to
win the Battle of the Bulge. If the French
Army shoots Germans with American
guns, they will be just as dead as if Ame-
ricans shot them. Any Nazi the French
can eliminate will never hurt an American
from then on. Standing on commercial
rights would mean that no foreigners
could fight on our side unless they paid
their own expenses.

Nobody owes anybody any money for
fighting as allies to save all of us from
the Nazis and the Japs. Now that we are
winning, the worst danger is that because
we are tired and homesick, we will believe
all the worst of our friends, and so leave
an opening for our enemies to sabotage
the peace. Holding our victory is going
to be a long job, and the first step
for many of us is to keep our minds
straight on the Lend-Lease system that
has helped at so many points to make
victory possible.

Ohe Birth of aBuitish Pin-Up Girk

Step this way when you've fixed yourhair... ~ One leg stiff and the other one bent...

(Heavens | | haven't a thing to wear I)

Look at
(What |

the birdie... part your lips...
'd give for a pie and chips I)

(Posing’s dull, but it pays the rent.)

Torso tied In a silken sieve...
(Daft, of course, but a girl must live.)

Please sit still, or I'll have to scold...
(Hurry it up... this couch Is cold.)

Try a pose which is more sedate...
(Now can | go and keep my date 7)

T HESE are the facts on Kendall (Kim) :
Six feet two in her nylons; slim;

Twenty-five waist, and — if you must —
Thirty-six inches around the bust.

Hips’ circumference : thirty-eight.

Age ? Statistics omit to state.

Look in her passport... quite right... British |
(Passport picture’s a shade less skittish).
Tall and talented, poised and trim;

That's all | know of Kendall (Kim).
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SMALL TALK

ARD to achieve in any Shakespeare-
H an production is a credible sword

duel or battle scene. Laurence
Olivier plays his death scene in "Richard
II" with a reality which is frightening.
The presence of Ralph Richardson and
Sybil Thorndyke in this Old Vic Company
with the BLA makes certain that this
brave attempt to present Shakespeare to
the troops is a success.

The repertory consists of “Richard I11I",
"Twelfth Night” and Shaw's “Arms and
the Man™ and the reception given at
Antwerp and Ghent makes one wonder
just how high-brow the Army is becoming.
What next? An Ibsen revival to brighten
up occupation forces?

*

Rena Recaldin, who tours with a three.
tonner packed with pressing irons, needles
and all kinds of repair gadgetry for
maintaining show wardrobes, has just
,returned to Brussels after her latest trip
through Holland. Her job ranges from
mending tights to pressing pants for any
nearby unit, but her latest problem was
to provide trousers for a PWX_ whoe
hadn't got any. She gave him her last and
personal pair of slacks. She says he looked
sweet in them, but he was back in half
an hour to complain that he found the
side zip idea a trifle awkward.

»*

Dramatic  eriticism from New-York
Mirror: "Without Love” has lots of volt-
age. There's something basically glamor-
ous about Katie. | frequently believe she's
the doll I'd like to be adrift with on a
life raft. This photoplay not only should
pack the Music Hall but provide enough
heat to end the fuel crisis.

»*

Recent roles of Ingrid Bergman: a nun:
a Mexican spitfire; a woman psychiatrist;
a "glamorous international figure”: Mary

Magdalene

OUT: Clark Gable who, after two years
in the USAAC, has made his first film —
"This Strange Adventure” (about a girl
and a merchant sailor).

HALF IN, HALF OUT: Robert Mont-
gomery, who has been promoted to Com-
mander in the US Navy — efective when
he returns to the Service after filming
"They Were Expendable”.

*

When you relax into your ewn arm-chair,
cross your legs in those demob. trousers and
idly swing your non-issue slippers — then
your thoughts will go racing back to cam-
paigns past. The ideal companion for mo-
ments like these will be "'Wartime in the
Middle East”. an anthology of soldiers’ iales.

It is @ Peace Servica Pocket Book of short
stories, verse and photographs ranging over
the Western Desert, Persia, lraq. Tales of
Battle. Tobruk, nostalgic flash-backs that
recall the monotony and boredom and the
companionship of the "Blue’".

"Wartime in the Middle East” is pu-
blished in Belgium in Les Editions Visscher,
157, Avenue Winston Churchill, Brussels.
Price 80 francs. The proceeds go to the
Red Cross.

9y

Outflanked at last, my proud

beauty |
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Progress, spreading from the towns, has already invaded large areas of the countryside, bringing with
it the smell of burnt petrol and the brilliance of electric light. But there are some corners which
its debatable advantages have not touched. One of them is in Bexhill, Sussex, where the smithy plies
his ancient craft as for centuries past, a picture to be dwelt on by all those who cherish the relics

THE BLACKSMITH AT BEXHILL

of a fast-disappearing world.

How Much Do You Know?

. Many words end in "dous’’. Tre-

. Who wrote : (a) The Prisoner
of Zenda; (b) The Barretts of
Wimpole Street; (c) Diana of
the Crossways.

6.

Which abbey was called the.

ground owner; (d) Rope-walker.

. "Hickory" is:

(a) A town in North Carolina;
(b) Start of a well known

rhyme; (c) A kind of hard
wood. Which ?

powder; (¢) A device for lift-
ing barrels from the cellar.

Which ?

(Solutions on page 23.)

CHESS AND QUICK CROSSWORD

CLUES ACROSS. — 1. One of the ''Sevenih
Armoured’’ (two words), — 6. Sea-soldiers 7 No
she soldiers! — 9. Jacques, perhaps, with de Gaul-
le's lot. — 11, What '2 Down'’ is now, to all intents
and purposes. — 14. T.l quality., — 15. Said to call
to itseli, which is profound. — 16, Working order, —
12 Lugu] ones magy be found in a regiment. —
18. Wane afresh here. — 20, She might give us new
aid. — 23, Did it shade our troops in the Lebanon Z—
25. May be tipped by a tip, and it is one. — 28,
costs a crown to distinguish him from one rclqu
a "6 Down'".

CLUES DOWN. — 2. Of course sense may be

ﬂ%l/;/l%
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A7 77
CH B m
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mendous, for example. Think of Lantern of England ? 2. :Z:::: fg’;inthzce'&_!;zrfge \(X:;:;; FOR THE
two more. 7. Only one of the following words "y
il will be found in a dictionary: Chpen - MEMORY e

. Remember the sanguine idler, St e,
Mister Micawber ? What was his E\lxl/?lzz?‘r;:l Crinplated - Plangent. |3, Th; gphldﬂd? 18 : g
Christi ? 1c (a musical instrument; Thas h g
A ;lls “.m na.me R deian's 8. Who didn't agree with what (b) An aid for the deaf; Ofasr;:es T:; L;‘Zer:‘?::;:y

. TP 8 (T) ; en;:)e :r you said but would fight to the (¢) An instrument for measur- Mud PT the 'k :
.strallghtemn? P antatl.,l' i n death for your right to say it? ing precious stones. Ofucup (o) ek nees,
1(rnp Te:t oy smo_oh mgd mcr}:, 9. One of these words is mis- REIRO. s
c) arpoon with a detach- lled. Whi 14. Remember the chap who was And denim slacks,
able head; (d) A fetter for a spelled. ich ? hoiet b hi d> And 1 f d ch

PR : Harass - Pedlar . Fuschia -Stimy - (19'st by his own petar nd lumps of processed cheese.

flat-foot Floogie. Which? O AR Well, a petard is : How ghastly it was.

. Which boser held three world " (a) “Slespwalker ; (b) One-  (2) A primitive lift; (b) A LG
titles at the same time? legged comedian ; - (c) Fair- metal cylinder hiled with gun- '

Of guns stuck fast in gates,
Jerry 88s,

Carrying shells.

And dead cow smells.

We did get in some states,
How funny it was.

Thanks for the memory,

Of Brussels short leave passes,
And all those sporting lasses,
We did things proper,
"Cigarette for Poppa?"
Whoopee! fill up the glasses,
How naughty it was.

So thanks for the memory,

,{5, knocked out of it — the- RAF saw to thall — y
3. Bane entertainers! Do the troops agree? 4. The Of leave date cancellations
//-/%./-/ army knows this binder if it's of a certain colour— ¢ .
5, —and with these “instructive’’ initials. — 6. The V E-Day celebrations,
/ state of one who gets the pip threefold.— 7. 'Ground We' :
//’ padw (q:(':;g] = 10. h'I'he chap wiu: may be coun- e've done the [Ob
ted out e used to have to mark time twicel} (2
- //. ‘S”E:\dcl?) (— 12 F(;m}lhur tlr.aa ug“otse unnthe way to ‘Jom Roll on demOb
4 two words). — ar calls for more than B : : L
“ ;:un:i c}::d. wines c:r? Ea&e ﬁ! “u" — 129 (i'iunner; won't ;areDw:erII{-I;ONKAi’non SfafIOHS h
. ; ind this in one of their shells! — 21 1t's a bit of &
White to move and mate in three. pull but d-- funl — 22. Only partly ‘sioticed. — N OU 50 MUCH.

Neat play on the baitlements. 24 Round rod for a “creepy-crawly”

{Solution on Page

Y PAGE 22

G. V. Selby (L/Bdr.)
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KITCHEN CLUB ?

ANY servicemen and women
desire a modern furnished kit-
chen (Homes They Plan for To-

Morrow — SOLDIER No. 7) but lack
full details of the designs within the
scope of their gratuites. Perhaps a

- BLA Kitchen Club (like the Clothing

Clubs up North) might supply these
details, plus facilities for saving and

' buying below the public selling price.

Any member would be eligible to buy

' any number of £1 shares in the club,

and an illustrated brochure, or pos-

. sibly a showroom, would exhibit the
' best samples on the market.

By finding out members' preferen-

| ces, definite orders could be given to

suppliers and thus make possible such
facilities as :

(a) annual dividends on shares

(b) kitchens for shares instead of
cash

(c) discount in lieu of middleman’s
profits

(d) priority in guaranteed delivery

(e) unbiassed expert advice and
personal choice of quality British
designs. :

How many others favour such a
club for aimed saving and timely
spending 7 Lieut. J. W. Dark, 19
Sﬁores Section RE, BLA.

< SOLDIER

X What's on your mind ?

Write to SOLDIER about

it — but keep it short and to the point.
THIS IS YOUR PAGE.

Can We Hate ?

Capt. Warwick Charlton : Cpl. G. Short
and Pte. D. MacRae suggest (SOLDIER
No. 8) "that the inability to hate is the Bri-
tish soldier's outstanding characteristic...”

| reported from the Elbe, just before Ger-
many's unconditional surrender, that our men
were in a grim mood and that they did hate.

_ | suggest it would be strange if any soldier

failed to hate the enemy intent on destroying
him. Do Cpl. Short and Pte. MacRae suggest
that the British soldier is incapable of strong
feeling 7

| think we are inclined to hate slowly and
to forgive quickly; perhaps too quickly.

Cpl. Short and Pte. MacRae go on to
say : "As for his reference to a pig-tailed
little girl and two boys playing at war, has
Capt. Charlton ever observed children at
play in England 7" | certainly have, but when
British children reach man's estate they put
aside ‘these childish things. Cpl. Short and
Pte. MacRae may recall that we were reluc-

*I had a water pistol.”

tant to enter either this war or the previous
Great War until aggression forced us to do
50.
They ask if | ever owned a pop-gun myself
as a child. My preference was for a water-
pistol.

Beach-Head Picture

Major, RE, Comd 84 Field Coy., RE : In
the "Victory” number the article and Eho!o-
graphs entitled "Landing to Link-up” in-
terested this Company particularly because
of the first picture "Beach Head.” How well
that photograph, acclaimed at the time as
the "picture of the war” is remembered |
It was taken just as the Company landed, |
should say at about 0800 on D-Day, and
many of the lads easily recognisable in the
picture are still with the unit. After D-Day we
played our part at Falaise, ferried a-consi-
derable part of the 15th Scottish in their as-
sault on the Seine, carried on right up to the
Rhine where the Company was attached to
the Commando Brigade in the assault on
Wesel. And yet not once, either directly or
indirectly, has this Unit been mentioned. Re-
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cently the newspapers published a list of
units which took part in the assault, or landed
on D-Day on the Normandy beaches, but
again we were not mentioned — possibly
because we were GHQ Troops and not di-
visional troops. It was a disappointment to
the lads. They would like recognition for,
and proof of having taken part in "the
greatest achievement in military history.”

Russian Ranks
Lieut. Col, Commanding 13 Pionesr
Group : May | point out that the Russiay
ranks published in SOLDIER No. 4 do not
agree with the insignia worn by the Russian

officers, of which.there are many in this ©

PWX Camp, nor do they agree with War
Office GS publication "New Notes on the
Red Army No. 2. 2
Y% Investigation proves that SOLDIER is
wrong. Six of the ranks published are cap-
tioned incorrectly. SOLDIER's representa-
tive obtained the Red Army’s insignia from
the British “"Russia Today Society’ in Lon-
don. An official of the society says: "We
must apologise for our mistake. SOLDIER
reproduced the insigna supplied by us in
good faith, but we failed to state that several
of the ranks had been captioned incorrectly
by us.”

Here are the corrections:

Junior Lt. — One small star.

2nd Lt. — Two small stars.

Senior Lt. — Three small stars.

Captain — Four small stars.

Major — One medium star.

Lt. Col. — Two medium stars.

"Hallo, Old Man !"

"D-Day Dodger — and Proud of It (name
and address supplied) : Reading your paper
| was very surprised to find myself face to
face with the Two Types again. Can it be
that our friend Jon has found his way into

“Face to face with the Two Types.”

our midst once more 7 CMF will miss him
if he's left them. | suppose it's inevitable that
the bull which is in this theatre has even
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caught up with our two veterans... their KD

or their winter outfit suited them better,

First in Belsen

Major F. S. Waldron RAMC, 76(Br) Field |

Hygiene Section :
recording the following amendments are
suggested to your article "Burning of Belsen”
(SOLDIER No. 7). The first individual to enter
the "Horror Camp” was the ADMS, 11 Ar-
moured Division, Colonel D. Bluett, OBE.
The first unit to enter the camp did so with
Colonel Bluett. It was 76 Field Hygiene Sec-
tion and it had the unique experience of
harbouring inside the concentration camp and
commencing work while the SS were still
in control.
% Other Belsen "mentions” are: 35 Coy.
RASC (Composite Platoon) who fed tin-
ternees and operated bakery; 22 Coy. RASC
(B Pln.);: YMCA Mobile Canteen 713 (Hunt
and Mulholland). Coal vehicles of 11 Armd.
Div. RASC and water trucks of 8 Corps also
attended.

b The: Bect Soits

Bdr D. Hackney, 46 RHU. : Is it with of-
ficial sanction that members of Toc H,
YMCA, Salvation Army, ENSA and UNRRA
occupy the best seats in ENSA theatres and
cinemas 7 Because these people are allowed
to wear a uniform similar to that of an offi-
cer they appear to give themselves similar
privileges. No doubt these people are doing
good work for the boys in the cheaper seats,
but if it were not for these boys they would
never have had the opportunity.

* ENSA spokesman states that only certain

personnel of the Voluntary Welfare Asso-
ciafions are granted officer status,

In the interests of correct |

- o

R T

Q. — If a Class B man leaves
his job for some adequate reason,
e. g. ill-health, or has lost his
aptitude, or cannot re-adapt him-
self, will he be recalled (a) if
his age and service group has al-
ready been released (b) if his
age and service group has not yet
been released?

A, — It depends on the recom-
mendation of the Ministry of Lab-
our on the particular case. He is
always liable to recall to the
colours, but he will not necessar.
ily be recalled.

Q. — Will an auxiliary who is
married to a Colonial be released
in England or returned to her

husband’s Colony?

A. — Provided the husband is
.in a unit under War Office admin-

I return to the
which 1 came or
ountry | choose?

“In so far as military
pasagses are concerned and if you
are serving abroad at the time you
can choose, but if to a new coun-
try, you must get that country's
permission to reside there. In
other cases you could apply for
a Government pmassage after rel-
ease in UK under any emigration
schemes which may be arranged.

Q. — What happens if, when
I am released, my country is still
in enemy hands?

A. — Your repatriation is
deferred. You can remain in the
Army or elect immediate release,
in which case you will be granted
full Class A benefits, but you will
not be eligible for pay during the
voyage when a passage is arrang-
ed later.

-ON WHO
GOES OUT ? |

TR et T VAN T £\t S AR s

from Page 22

HOW MUCH DO YOU KNOW?

1. Stupendous, hazardous; 2.
Wilkins; 3. A harpioon; 4. Henry
{Homicide) Armstrong; 5. Anthony
Hope Hawkins, Rudolf Besier,
George Meredith; 6. Bath Abbey;
7. Plangent; 8. Voltaire; 9. Fus-
chia, which should be Fuchsia;
10. Rope-walker; 11. All three are
right; 12. Atlantic and Pacific;
13. Musical instrument; 14. Metal
cylinder filled with gunpowder.

CROSSWORD

ACROSS: 1. Desert Rat. 8. ATS.
9. Poilu. 11. Erased. 14. T-one.
15. Deep. 16. Denim. 17. Inns (of
Court). 18. Anew. 20. Edwina.
23. Cedar. 25. Cue. 26. Brigadier.

DOWN: 2. Essen. 3. Ensa. 4. Ta.
pe. 5. ACL 6. Captaincy. 7. Gun-
rowder. 10. Odd man. 12. Red
sea. 13. Sinew. 19. Nacre. 21. D.
rag. 22. Iced. 24. Dor (rev.).

CHESS

Key-move: R—Q Kt 5. If 1.,
P—B 4. 2 P xP. etc. W1t
PxR 2. P—R 4, etc.
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FRATERNISATION
WITH CHILOREN

The following message has been sent
by the Commander-in-Chief, Field Mar-
shal Montgomery.

To all members of 21 Army Group.

l. | have been considering the pres-
ent orders about non-fraternisation. We
cannot let-up on this policy.

2. But these orders need no longer
apply to small children.

3. Members of the British Forces in
Germany will be allowed to speak to,
and play with, little children. This will
come into effect at once. In all other

respects the orders issued by me in the
card dated March 1945 will remain in

force.
(Signed) B. L. MONTGOMERY
FIELD-MARSHAL.
12 June 1945. C-in-C 21 Army Group.

A tull guard of honour attended this military wedding at

Tilburg, Holland between Miss Anna Maria Koopmans, of

Tilburg and Cpl. Maurice Benham, Royal Norfolk Regt.,

1st British Corps. The guard of honour was supplied by
1st British Corps Headquarters.

" SOLDIER " (BLA) is a forinightly muguzlm for sale only to
Setvice]. ‘It is printed for HQ 21 Army Group in Belgium, b
Adminisiration Officer at " SOLD!ER No

British Army {iawspapur Unit, BLA.

N June 12, 1945, General Dwight D. Ei-

senhower, Supreme Commander of the
Allied Forces, was given the Freedom
of the City of London at the Guildhall. This is

his speech of acceptance :—

The high sense of distinction I feel in receiving this
great honour from the City of London is inescapably
mingled with feelings of profound sadness.

All of us must always regret that your country and
mine were ever faced with the tragic situation that
compelled the appojntment of an Allied Commander-
in-Chief, the capacity in which | have just been so
extravagantly commended.

Humility must always be the portion of any man
who receives acclaim earned in the blood of his
followers and the sacrifices of his friends.

Conceivably a commander may have been profes-
sionally superior. He may have given everything of his
heart and mind to meet the spiritual and physical
needs of his comrades. He may have written a chapter
that will glow for ever in the pages of military history.
Still, even such a man, if he existed, would sadly face
the facts that his honours cannot hide in his memo-
ries the crosses marking the resting-places of the dead.
They cannot soothe the anguish of the widow or the
orphan, whose husband or father will not return.

All Are Honoured

The only attitude in which a commander may with
satisfaction receive the tributes of his friends is in
humble acknowledgment that no matter how unworthy
he may be, his position is a symbol of great human
forces that have laboured arduously and successfully
for a righteous cause.

Unless he feels this symbolism and this rightness
in what he has tried to do, then he is disregardful of
the courage, the fortitude and devotion of the vast
multitudes he has been honoured to command. If all
the Allied men and women that have served with me
in this war can only know that it is they this august
body is really honouring today, then, indeed, will |
be content.

This feeling of humility cannot erase, of course, my
great pride in being tendered the Freedom of London.
I am not a native of this land. I come from the very
heart of America. In the superficial aspects by which
we ordinarily recognise family relationships, the town
where | was born and the one where | was reared are
far separated from this great city. Abilene, Kansas,
and Denison, Texas, would, together add in size to
possibly one five-hundredth part of Greater London.

By your standards those towns are young, without
your aged traditions that carry the roots of London
back into the uncertainties of unrecorded history.

To those people | am proud to belong, but | find
myself today 5,000 miles from that countryside, the
honoured guest of a city whose name stands for
grandeur and size throughout the world.

A Basic Kinship

Hardly would it seem possible for the London
Council to have gone farther afield to find a man to
honour with its priceless gift of token citizenship.

Yet kinship among nations is not determined in
such measurements as proximity, size and age. Rather
we should turn to those inner things, call them what
you will — | mean those intangibles that are real
treasures free men possess.

To preserve his freedom of worship, his equality
before the law, his liberty to speak and act as he sees
fit, subject only to the provision that he trespass not
upon similar rights of others — the Londoner will
fight | So will the citizen of Abilene |

When we consider these things, then the valley of
the Thames draws closer to the farms of Kansas and
the plains of Texas.

To my mind it is clear that when two peoples will
face the tragedies of war to defend the same spiritual

members of the British and Allied forces in BLA, produced by the War Office (AWS 3) and 21
arrangement with Printing and Stationery Services. — Correspondence should be addressed to the Editor and Su ;cnplion mqmriu to Ihc
— Arficles, pictures or other material from " SOLDIER " may be reproduced by permission and I!If

A Great American Makes
A Great Speech

values, the same treasured rights, then, in the deepest
sense, those two are truly related.

So, even as | proclaim my undying Americanism, |
om bold enough and exceedingly proud to claim basic
kinship to you of London

And what man who has followed the history of this
war could fail to experience inspiration from the
example of this city ? When the British Empire stood
— alone but unconquered, almost naked but unafraid
— to defy the Hitler hordes, it was on this devoted
city that the first terroristic blows were launched.

Five years and eight months of war, much of it on
the actual battle-line | Blitzes, big and little, fly-bombs,
V-bombs : all of them you took in your stride.

In London, my associates and | planned two great
expeditions, that to invade the Mediterranean, and
later that to cross the Channel.

Doubters Were Wrong

London’s hospitality to Americans, her good-hu-
moured acceptance of the added inconveniences we
brought, her example of fortitude and quiet confiden-
ce in the final outcome — all these helped to make
the Supreme Headquarters of two Allied expeditions
the smooth-working organisations they became !

They were composed of chosen representatives of
two proud and independent peoples, each noted for
its initiative and for its satisfaction with its own cus-
toms, manners and methods.

Many feared that those representatives could never
combine together in efficient fashion to solve the
complex problems presented by modern war.

I hope you believe we proved the doubters wrong
and, moreover, | hold that we proved this point not
only for war, we proved that it can always be done
by our two peoples, provided only both show the
same good will, the same forbearance, the same ob-
jective attitude that British and Americans so amply
demonstrated in nearly three years of bitter
paigning.

No one man could, alone, have brought about this
result. Had | possessed the military skill of a Marl-
borough, the wisdom of Solomon, the understanding
of Lincoln, I still would have been helpless without the
loyalty, the vision, the generosity of thousands upon
thousands of British and Americans.

One Great Team

Some of them were my companions in the High
Command, many were enlisted men and junior offi-
cers carrying the fierce brunt of the battle, and many
others were back in the U. S. and here in Great Bri-
tain, in London.

Moreover, back of us were always our great natio-
nal war leaders, and their civil and military staffs that
supported and encouraged us through every trial,
every test. The whole was one great team.

I know that on this special occasion the 3,000,000
American men and women serving in the Allied Ex-
peditionary Force would want me to pay the tribute
of admiration, respect and affection to their British
comrades of this war.

My most cherished hope is that, after Japan joins the
Nazis in utter defeat, neither my country nor yours
need ever again summon its sons and daughters from
their peaceful pursuits to face the tragedies of battle,

But — a fact important for both of us to remember
— neither London nor Abilene, sisters under the skin,
will sell her birthright for physical safety, her liberty
for mere existence.

No petty differences in the world of trade, tradi-
tions or national pride should ever blind us to iden-
tities in priceless calues. If we keep our eyes on this
guidepost then no difficulties along our path of mu-
tual co-operation can ever be insurmountable.

Moreover, when this truth has permeated to the

cam-

remostest hamlet and heart of all peoples, then indeed
may we beat our swords into ploughshares and all
nations can enjoy the fruitfulness of the earth.

Group (Amy Walfare
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