;lgs\’lzsmasnz .' K. A |
Smer  ROYAL R

Al

El Alamein: 50th,
i anniversary of a/
pivotal battle'L

I

. MAGAZINE
OF THE

 BRITISH

' ARMY

ALSO e 2 LI back e Black Watch e The Union
INSIDE: in Armagh jump West Jack Club



VOLV

440

o
>
r
(=]
o
=

630

style and safety

> ] . . ; )
. 7 4

Y aime) & from £7,080

[(T--. T T
\l::, —_m

from £12,600

BEST PRICE PAI
FOR YOUR PART EXCHANGE fr om £9 ,900

Prices correct at time of going to press.

Please send me all | need to know about buying a Volvo through Volvo Military Sales. I'm interested in the following:

| | 440 Saloon
I Ef' 460 Saloon
| | 850 Sajoon

NAME - RANK

ADDRESS

| | 940 Saloon
I ] 240 Estate REQDDELIVERY DATE S

| | 940 Estate




November 2, 1992
VOL. 48/22

CONTENTS
5 Newsline
12 People
14 New tank regiment forms
19 El Alamein special feature
22 Light Infantry in
Belize and Armagh
30 Black Watch
“jumps” West
32 Union Jack Club
34 Anne Armstrong
36 Letters
38 Briefings
40 Book reviews
42 SOLDIER Mart
43 HOAY competition
49 Classified advertisements
52 Sport

{_SOLDIER §

Incorporating the Territorial Army magazine
Ordnance Road, Aldershot,
Hants GU11 2DU.

Ald Mil plus extension
Civil: 0252 347 plus last three
digits of extension

Managing Editor

Chris Horrocks Ext 2355
Editor

John Elliott 2356
Assistant Editors

Laurie Manton 2362
Gordon Skilling 2360
Phil Wilcox 2362
Picture Editor

Terry Champion 2357
Photographers

Mike Weston

Mike Perring 2357
Art Editor

Les Gwyer 2356
Families Pages

Anne Armstrong 2169
Librarian

Bill Stroud 2351
Advertising 2352
Accounts/Distribution

Janice Follwell 2353
Fax 2358

SOLDIER is published by the Ministry of
Defence and printed in the UK for HMSO.
Photoset by RSB Typesetters, Worplesdon,
Surrey. Crown Copyright 1892.
Views expressed in SOLDIER are not
necessarily those of the Army or the
Ministry of Defence.

UK news trade distribution: SM (Circulation
Department), 6 Leigham Court Road,
Streatham, London SW16 2PG.
Telephone: 081-677 8111
Fax: 081-769 9529 or 081-677 0136.

B.': - m

In harmony: Dr Manfred Rommel (left) and Viscount Montgol

B

Association flags, leave Westminster Abbey after the service

mery, flanked by Eighth Army Veterans’

Picture: Terry Champion

Queen joins El Alamein veterans in national tribute

To the glory

of the fallen

THEY WERE there in their scores, campaign medals resplendent. Septuagenarians and
octagenarians now, almost to a man.

From Britain, Australia,
New Zealand, South Africa and
India they had come to
Westminster Abbey to com-
memorate the 50th anniversary
of an event which had left an
indelible mark on all of them -
the Battle of El Alamein writes
Phil Wilcox.

By their side in a building
which has also witnessed its
share of history were the
widows and families of their
not-so-fortunate comrades who
had sacrificed their lives in the
searing heat of the desert, half a
century ago almost to the day.

Significantly, and an indica-
tion, perhaps, of the very
different climate which the
intervening vears have brought
— the sons of two former
enemies were in attendance at
the service on October 14.

Viscount Montgomery of
Alamein and Dr Manfred
Rommel, both 14-year-old
schoolboys when their fathers
led their respective troops into
battle, gave readings from the
Bible on the theme of peace and
harmony.

Earlier, to the sound of a
fanfare played by the Trumpe-

FRONT COVER: Men of the 2nd and 3rd Royal Tank
Regiments prepare for their amalgamation parade at
Fallingbostel. Pictured in the Colour party are SSgt
Charlie Wilde, WO2 (RQMS) Steve Proctor and SSgt Chris
Mander, and in the Challenger tank Sgt John Channon
and Cpl Ray Heil. Green scarves signify former members
of 3 RTR, yellow 2 RTR. See also Pages 14-15. (Picture:

Mike Weston)

ters of the Lifeguards, the
Queen had been seated by the
Great West Door, close to the
Grave of the Unknown Warrior
and the memorial to Sir
Winston Churchill.

The Prince and Princess of
Wales and the Duke and
Duchess of Gloucester listened
as the Dean of Westminster,
the Very Rev Michael Mayne,
paid tribute to the 13,500
Allied casualties — including
more than 4,000 members of
the Eighth Army - and the
32,000 Italian and German
soldiers who died in “a turning
point in the Second World
War”.

Because of their sacrifice, he
said, “we live in freedom in a
new Europe”.

Pipe Major Graham Marr,
Queen’s Own Highlanders
(Seaforth and Camerons), play-

® Turnto Page 5
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El Alamein

@® From Page 3

ed a lament from his perch high
under the abbey’s roof - a
battlefield sound recalled,
among others, by former BBC
commentator Godfrey Talbot,
reading an extract from one of
his moving broadcasts from El
Alamein.

“Tonight, this once empty,
uninhabited desert wilderness
is just one vast khaki cauldron,
boiling with men,” he had said.

Once the Last Post had
echoed round the ancient
abbey, the spine-tingling si-
lence which followed was
interrupted only marginally by
the muffled sound of traffic in
nearby Parliament Square.

After the Royal procession
had moved down the main aisle
to the Sacrarium for the
remainder of the service, Sgt
Philip Simmonds (2 Gren Gds),
escorted by CSgt Gary Smith
(Royal Marines) and Flt Sgt
Michael Austin (RAF), bore
the Union Flag along the length
of the abbey.

Equally proud were Jim
Rimmer, bearer of the National
Standard of the Eighth Army
Veterans’  Association, and
escorts and fellow veterans
Arthur Thorpe and Harry
Johnson who - followed by
branch standards of the
association — also made their
stately way down the nave.

Loyal salute: veterans greet the Queen and the Dean of Westminster, the Very Rev Michael Mayne, at

REISAY 36 LIUR

icture: Terry Charﬁp\on

the Great West Door after the 50th anniversary service commemorating El Alamein

In moving symbolism of
hope for the future, they were
followed by children from the
United Kingdom, the Com-
monwealth, Germany, Italy
and Egypt carrying flowers
from the West End of the
Church to the High Altar.

Second World War veteran
and former cavalry officer the
Rt Rev Michael Mann, addres-
sing the assembly, said that,
especially for Britons, whose
Armed Forces were experienc-
ing a period of restraint and
reduction, this was a time when
thankfulness for the courage

nia

and self-sacrifice shown by the
nations involved at El Alamein
was particularly pertinent.
“We do well to remember
that it is these virtues — and the
wonder that even in war,
enemies can be reconciled
through their shared experi-
ence, for which we give thanks
50 years on — that are still the
bedrock of all that is best in the
character of the men and
women of our Armed Forces”.
Music for the service — which
included prayers in German
and Italian by military cha-
plains from those countries —

orc

was played by the Royal
Artillery Woolwich Band.

The King’s Troop, Royal
Horse Artillery, provided a
guard of honour.

As Westminster Abbey dis-
gorged its distinguished con-
gregation into the October
sunshine, a crowd of curious
tourists had gathered.

The Germans among them
might well have been ponder-
ing the fact that, thankfully,
the only serious disagreements
these days between our two
nations are of a monetary

nature . . .

OPERATING under United
Nations auspices, an advance
party of 96 British soldiers and
33 vehicles flew from Gutersloh
by American C130 transports in
mid-October to activate Opera-
tion Grapple, writes Gordon
Skilling.

By the beginning of Novem-
ber there will be about 1,000
troops on the ground, and by
November 13 about 2,400
British soldiers equipped with
45 Warriors and 30 Scimitars
will be ready to protect convoys
taking supplies to the starving,
freezing people of Bosnia-
Hercegovina.

The British force is comman-
ded by Brig Andrew Cumming,
former commander of 20
Brigade in Detmold, and his
headquarters staff is from 11
Brigade in Minden, which was
due to be his next posting.

Because of destruction to

its way

buildings and infrastructure,
400 extra sappers drawn from
35 Engineer Regiment at
Hameln, comprising RHQ, 37
Field Squadron and 44 Field
Support Squadron, will travel
with 42 Field Squadron already
assigned to Op Grapple.

The Cheshire Regiment
battle group will remain in
Bosnia for six months before
being relieved.

The sappers will provide
accommodation in container-
type buildings and are expected
to complete their task within
three months. Initial transit
accommodation will be pro-
vided by the logistic landing

ship RFA Sir Bedivere when it
arrives at Split, the main
logistic base and one-star
headquarters.

Elements from the Military
Works Force at Chilwell will
deploy to Bosnia, as will bomb
disposal specialists from Chat-
tenden-based 33  Engineer
Regiment (EOD), a Postal and
Courier unit and map-makers
from the military survey
branch.

The Cheshire group, com-
manded by Lt Col Bob Stewart,
will be based on Vitez, 30 miles
from Sarajevo, with a company
located between them and Split
to keep the road open.

With battalions from France,
Spain and Canada, this group
will form the United Nations
Protection Force II (UNPRO-
FOR II) commanded by a
French officer, Maj Gen
Philippe Morillon, whose Chief
of Staff will be Brig Roddy
Cordy-Simpson, Chief of Staff
of Nato’s Northern Army
Group.

Northag’s expertise in oper-
ating a multinational head-
quarters will be called on as it
will provide troops for the
two-star headquarters, of which
40 per cent will be British. The
force will be supported by units
from Belgium, the Nether-
lands, Denmark and Norway.
British troops will escort
supplies carried in mainly
Dutch lorries.

The British element will have
little contact with the 300-

® Turn to Page 7
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Strensall
re-roled
to train
Infantry

DEPOT The King’s Division
Strensall, near York, officially
changed both its title and role
on October 5.

Renamed Infantry Training
Battalion Strensall (ITB), it will
in future train Regular Army
recruits from both the King’s
and the Prince of Wales’s
Divisions. In addition, from
January ITB will train Territo-
rial Army recruits for the
Queens, King’s, Prince of
Wales’s and Light Divisions.

A flag-changing ceremony
and parade took place in front
of HQ ITB in Queen Elizabeth
Barracks, Strensall.

Representative platoons of
the King’s and Prince of
Wales’s Division paraded be-
fore Commander 15 (NE)
Brigade, Brig Bill Marchant
Smith. Also present were, CO
ITB, Lt Col Jack Sheldon,
QLR, Divisional Colonel
King’s Division, Col Peter
Gardener, and COS HQ Prince
of Wales’s Division, Lt Col
Crichton Wakelin.

Twenty-one Infantry cap-
badges were present as the new
ITB flag — a black bayonet on a
red background — was raised.

The new khaki No 2 Dress for women oldlers

Fifty-eight members of the Queen Elizabeth
Military Hospital at Woolwich received Gulf Medals
from Maj Gen Robert Corbett, GOC London
District, at a parade on Sepiember 29. in ali, 98
members of QEMH’s clinical staff served with units
on Operation Granby, and the hospital formed the
centre of plans for casualty reception in the United
Kingdom.

Although battle casualties were light — 42 in all -
a large number of non-battle casualties were
evacuated from the Middle East to Woolwich, and

QEMH on Gulf
Medal parade

the hospital later treated Army personnel involved
in Op Haven in northern Iraq and personnel injured
during post-war EOD operations in Kuwait and
Saudi Arabia.

British AMF units
deploy to Turkey

EXERCISE Alley Express 92
took the Allied Command
Europe Mobile Force (AMF) 1o
Turkey to practise the AMF

ment,
operations.

New women’s uniform unveiled

Southern contingent in deploy-
deterrent and combat

Troops from Germany, Bel-

year.Women serving in the Terfltrial Army and

gium, Italy, the United States
of America, Turkey and the
United Kingdom were de-

ployed.
The AMF 1is a mobile,
multinational, conventional

force which can be sent to any
Nato country under threat.

Its purpose is to make clear
to an aggressor that an attack
against one nation would
constitute an attack against all
members of the alliance.

While in the region, AMF
soldiers queued at an Italian
Army field hospital to give
blood later donated to the
Turkish civilian transfusion
service.

Others attended a wreath-
laying ceremony in Corlu in
memory of Turkish sailors
killed when their ship was
struck by a missile fired
accidentally from an American
aircraft carrier.

Larkhill-based 5 Gibraltar
(1779-1783) Field Battery RA

Picture: Chris Fletcher

made its first public appearance on October 8
during a passing out parade for Regular recruits
at the Army Women'’s Training Centre, Guildford.
It is anticipated that issue of the new No 2 dress
and barrack dress uniform for wear in temperate
and tropical areas will start in September next

UOTC personnel will receive their new uniforms
in 1994.

Recruits at the passing out parade had not
received the new No 1 forage cap and are
pictured wearing the old WRAC version with their
new regimental and corps badges attached.

was one of a number of
batteries which took part in
Exercise Alley Barbara, an
artillery firepower demonstra-
tion for senior military com-
manders and Nato observers.
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Gurkha
merger

A SMALL piece of Hong Kong
history was made at Cassino
Lines, San Tin, on September
14 when the two bartalions
which made up 2nd King
Edward VII's Own Gurkha
Rifles (The Sirmoor Rifles)
merged into a single-bartalion
regiment.

This is the first time since
1886, when the 2nd Battalion
was raised, that the regiment
has consisted of only a single
battalion. At one stage during
the Second World War, the
regiment - boasted five.

The merger, part of Options
for Change, was the first to take
place in Hong Kong and the
first involving the Gurkhas, who
are to lose 65 per cent of their
total strength after 1997. It also
reflected the successful comple-
tion of the handover of
responsibility for the Sino-
Hong Kong Border to the
Royal Hong Kong Police.

Led by the Brigade of
Gurkhas Band, representative
sections of the Ist and 2nd
Battalions marched on to the
parade ground from different
directions. They were then
reviewed by their Regimental
Colonel, Field Marshal Sir
John Chapple, with the current
Commander British Forces
Hong Kong, Maj Gen John
Foley and his immediate
predecessor, now Lt Gen Sir
Peter Duffell, among the
spectators.

After the inspection, the two
battalions marched past in line
for the last time and then
reformed as a single battalion
on the direction of Fd Marshal
Chapple who, in a short speech,
spoke of the Gurkhas’ proud
record and their future in the
mainstream of the British
Army.

September 14 is a significant
day in regimental history as it
marks the anniversary of the
action at Delhi during the
Indian Mutiny in 1957 which
led to the regiment being
granted its principal Battle
Honour, The Queen’s Trun-
cheon.

¢

SOLDIERS of 22 Signal
Regiment have said a sad,
formal farewell to the German
town of Lippstadt, home of the
regiment for the past 40 years.

Due to be disbanded in
December, the regiment exer-
cised its Freedom of Lippstadt
— granted in 1973 - for the final
time during a rain-swept parade
which ended in the main square
in front of an audience of
German dignitaries, regimental
families, old comrades and local
residents.

The salute and inspection,
received by the Master of
Signals, Maj Gen Archie
Birtwistle, were followed by the
presentation of a commemora-
tive pennant — fahnenband - by
Commander Wehrbereich
Kommand 3, Generalmajor
Manfred Wuerfel, on behalf of
the German Government.

In an emotional speech, Herr
Franze Klocke, the Berger-
meister of Lippstadt, expressed

Generalmajor Wuerfel fixes the
fahnenband to the flag

his town’s sorrow at the
departure of the British
signallers and their families.

Town and regimental flags
were exchanged before the
commanding officer, Lt Col
Ken Hadfield, led the regiment
off parade with the words: “It
is time to go.”

NEWSLINE

on Mont
Blanc

FOURTEEN Territorials and
two Regular staff members of
the 4th Battalion, The King’s
Own Royal Border Regiment
have reached the summit of
Mont Blanc.

The expedition, drawn from
the battalion’s TA Centres in
Lancaster, Kendal, Working-
ton, Carlisle and Barrow in
Furness, was led by TA officer
Maj David Kay and Regular
RSM Phil Johnson, both
experienced climbers. Also in
the party was REME TA
soldier Pat Gunson, a veteran of
two expeditions to Everest.

Colchester hosts
Alamein veterans

TWENTY-FIVE former offic-
ers of the 3rd Regiment, Royal
Horse Artillery, all veterans of
El Alamein, were marking the
50th anniversary of the battle
with a visit to Kirkee Barracks,
Colchester on October 23. Gen
Sir Martin Farndale, senior
officer of the Royal Regiment
of Artllery, was joining the
veterans for dinner after a
floodlit Beating the Retreat by
the Royal Artillery Band.
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HCR is
‘eyes’
of new
3 Div

THE HOQUSEHOLD Cavalry
Regiment came into being on
October 19 following the union
of The Life Guards and The
Blues and Royals under
Options for Change.

Assigned to the 3rd (UK)
Division in an armoured
recce role, the new regiment
will be based at Combermere
Barracks, Windsor.

Under the command of Lt
Col Simon Falkner, LG, the
HCR will comprise two
squadrons of Life Guards, two
squadrons of Blues and Royals
and a composite regimental
HQ and HQ squadron.

The new regiment replaces
two units involved in recent
conflicts — the Challenger-
equipped Life Guards who
served in the Gulf and were
based at Sennelager in Ger-
many, and the Windsor-based
Blues and Royals, elements of
which fought in the Falklands.

The Household Cavalry
Mounted Regiment, based in
Hyde Park Barracks, Knights-
bridge, and responsible for
carrying out state ceremonial
duties, remains unchanged.

Customs, traditions and
uniforms of both Life Guards
and Blues and Royals will be
retained within the Household
Cavalry Regiment.

The Duke of York, Colonel in Chief of The
Staffordshire Regiment, receives a briefing in the
field during his visit to the 3rd (Volunteer)
Battalion’s annual camp at Sennybridge, Powys.
The battalion is based in Wolverhampton with
companies located in Tamworth and Rugeley,

Berlin
sappers

in ltaly

Heads bowed, Berlin-based
British soldiers take part in a
remembrance service at
Monte Cassino War Cemetery
during an exchange visit with
elements of the Italian Army.
The party from 38 (Berlin)
Field Squadron RE included 1
QLR, 15 BAD, 229 (Berlin)
Signal Sqn, REME, ACC and
RCT personnel.

They were hosted by the 3rd
Engineer (Lario) Battalion at
Cremona and carried out
combat engineer and bridge-

ing exercises with the
ltalian sappers.
In 1944 men of 38 Company
RE bridged the Garigliano
river, enabling the Allies to

advance on German positions
along the Gustav Line, the
campaign during which the
bitter battle for Monte Cassino
was fought.

NEWSLINE

Stoke-on-Trent, Burton-on-Trent and Walsall, and
is roled to the Allied Command Europe Rapid
Reaction Corps.

Prince Andrew presented Gulf Medals to ten
Regular members of the regiment now serving with
the 3rd Battalion as permanent staff instructors.

Bosnia

® From Page 5

strong British Medical Batta-
lion, drawn mainly from 24
Field Ambulance, supporting
UNPROFOR 1 in Croatia and
based on Zagreb. Those medics
are due to be replaced in
December by 4 Armoured
Field Ambulance from
Minden.

Senior United Nations com-
mander is Gen Satish Nambiar
of the Indian Army.

Routes were recced under
the supervision of the Director
of Military Operations, Brig
David Jenkins. Roads are not
good and may be temporarily
blocked by snow, but the
force’s engineering equipment
includes snow blowers and
graders. He is confident they
will be kept open.

“The soldiers are not there to
fight their way through and
take unacceptable risks, but the
force is rugged enough to give
the battlegroup commander the
ability to do what he wants.”

Deploying as part of the
Cheshire battlegroup are a
squadron from the 9th/12th
Royal Lancers from Herford,
100 soldiers from the 2nd
Battalion, The Royal Irish
Regiment at Lemgo; and a
National Support Element
(NSE) made up from HQ 5
Ordnance Battalion RAOC at
Paderborn and units from 10
Regiment RCT (Bielefeld),
REME and the RMP.

1
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Four soldiers, an MoD policeman and two young women from the youth club at
Royal Military Academy Sandhurst set out from Camberley on October 2 for an
orphanage at Casa de Copi in Gaesti, Romania. They were joining another group

RMAS team
takes toys
to orphans

(15/19 H), WCpl Paula Edwards (AGC), youth club members Louise Hobson
and Jo Dannatt, and PC Steve Greenall, community police officer at
Sandhurst, who was making his second visit to Romania; (back) SSgt Barry

at Dover for the 1,750-mile
trip under the banner of the
Aid to Romanian Orphans
project, and taking with
them tons of toys, food and
medical equipment.

The Sandhurst team
raised more than £900
towards the trip — enough
to feed the whole pop-
ulation of Gaesti, 70 miles
from Bucharest, for a year.

Pictured with Maj Gen
Tim Toyne Sewell (right),
Commandant of RMAS,
are (from left, front) LCpl
Richard Whitemore

Mumford (RAMC) and Sgt Dennis Boot (1 RTR).

Among the many people at Sandhurst who helped get the project off the
ground by raising money were Cpl/Maj Spike Yarrow (LG) and the regimental

police staff at the Academy guardroom.

Eric’sonthe
right trek ...

Cpl Eric Riddle (left) of the 1st
Battalion, Queen's Own Highland-
ers is presented with his log book
and the first Alpine trekking leader
qualification by QMSI Henry
Branigan at the new adventur-
ous training centre at Sonthofen,
Bavaria. Soon afterwards Eric set
off to lead a group on a ten-day
trekking expedition in the Via |
Ferranta, Italy.

They're an efficient [
lot, the Turner family. A Ion Ilne
Pictured are Sgt
David Turner of the P
Territorial Army's 253 f effICIenc
Provost Company y
RMP based at Tulse
Hill, London, and his father, Maj (Retd) Gerry Turner.
‘ b The occasion was the award to David, a policeman
Enrolled Nurse Cpl  serving with the Met, of his Territorial Efficiency Medal.
Angela Jones| Dad received his TA Efficiency Medal in 1949, and David's
QARANC spent her| |ate grandfather, Capt Thomas James Turner, received
summer holidays work- | his during the period 1902-1916.
ing at a hospital in Bucharest, Romania. Pictured comforting a child | Maj Turner joined the RMP Training School at
suffering from AIDS, she worked alongside other volunteers nursing Sennelager in 1947, later helping in the repatriation of
HIV positive and AIDS-diagnosed orphans. Angela, serving at the 60,000 PoWs from the Hook of Holland. He retired from
Army Apprentices College medical centre, Harrogate, took with her the Regular Army in 1977 before serving as a retired
F _I f t medicines donated by her unit. officer with Tpt and Mov HQ Scotland until 1984.
After ten years serving together in the
Military Band of the 3rd Battalion, The Royal
Anglian Regiment, the brothers Milgate are
splitting up. Sgt John Milgate (centre) has
moved to the 2nd Battalion at Celle, while
Cpls Steve (right) and Graham remain in
Colchester with the 1st Battalion.
A fourth brother, David, was also a
sergeant with the Pompadours’ band and is
now bandmaster of The King's Own Royal
Border Regiment. Their father was a
bandsman in the Leicestershire Regiment,
leaving the Army as WO2 Band Sergeant
Major of the Queen’'s Division.
Purists may be interested to note the
Royal Anglians’ practice of wearing either
the GSM and United Nations medal in the
priority in which they were received.

Dutch children at == _ =

Arnhem  learned spl rlt Of
something of the

spirit of The

e e Arnhem
ment when they

met Sgt Tex Banwell of 10 Para at

the annual commemoration at
Ginkelheide. Still jumping at 73, he

was a 19-year-old
platoon sergeant in
1944 during the
operation to capture
the bridge. Only 30
of his 580-strong

battalion survived but each young
para’s grave is cared for by a Dutch
child. See also Page 38.




IN AN impressive display of
armoured power, the 2nd Royal
Tank Regiment (formed in
August) held a mounted parade
in Germany last month to mark
the amalgamation of the 2nd
and 3rd Royal Tank Regim-
ents, writes Phil Wilcox.

The parade, which took
place at the new regiment’s
home at Lumsden Barracks,
Fallingbostel, included a drive-
past by all 50 of the regiment’s
Challenger main battle tanks.

Inspected by Lt Gen Sir
Jeremy Blacker, Master Gener-
al of the Ordnance, it was the
first fully mounted parade
undertaken to mark an amal-
gamation under Options for
Change.

Both amalgamated regiments
can trace their respective
histories to 1916, when they
were separate companies in the
Machine Gun Corps, whose
soldiers manned the first tanks
in the First World War.

Each can also claim a lengthy

association with the Desert
Rats — the 7th Armoured
Brigade — of which they are

now a part.

Before the amalgamation, 2
RTR had been stationed in the
United Kingdom as the Royal
Armoured Corps Training
Regiment, based at Catterick,
while 3 RTR was already-in situ
at Hemer, as part of the 6th
Armoured Brigade.

Most famous battle honour
for 2 RTR was won at Cambrai
in France on November 20,
1917 when — as B Battalion,
Heavy Branch Machine Gun
Corps — it took part in the first
successful tank battle.

During the Second World
War, the regiment fought the
Axis powers on three conti-
nents and in all five theatres of
war. At the end of hostilities, it
was the first armoured regim-
ent to enter Austria.

More recently, during Op-
eration Granby, the Second
sent six officers and 54 men to
the Gulf as part of an armoured
delivery squadron and ambu-
lance group, as well as being

No looking
back for
new Sec

heavily involved in the distribu-
tion of men and equipment
from Catterick and Bovington.

Like their new colleagues,
members of 3 RTR can boast a
distinguished military history.

Their forebears also fought at
Cambrai, and the regiment was
involved in several heroic
actions during the Second

World War, including Calais
and all the major engagements
of the desert campaign.
When the Gulf War broke
out, 3 RTR was on a tour in
Northern Ireland: its bands-
men were deployed to Saudi
Arabia as medics attached to 5
Armoured Field Ambulance.
One casualty of the amal-

Parade pictures: SSgt Andy Mason, P Info 1 Armd Div;

other pictures: Mike Weston

gamation has been the names of
2 RTR’s squadrons.

During the Second World
War, instead of being known as
A, B, C, D and HQ Squadron,
they were christened Ajax,
Badger, Cyclops, Huntsman
and Nero.

But, philosophically, the
officers and men of both former
regiments will now be looking
forward, not back.

Above: Lt Gen Sir Jeremy Blacker
takes the salute as the 2nd Royal
Tank Regiment’s Challengers
parade at Fallingbostel

Left: B Squadron Command and
Recce Troop. The scarves, light for
the old 2 RTR, darker for 3 RTR,
indicate former allegiances

Right: The Master General of the
Ordnance inspects men o’ 2 RTR

Below: The new 2
regimental Coloursare
paraded at Lumsden
Barracks

Right: WO2
(RQMS) Steve
Proctor (left)
and WO1 (RSM)
Malcolm
Newton with
the painting
presented by 3
RTR’s WOs’
and Sergeants
Mess to the
new 2 RTR
mess on their
amalgamation




Above - Gen John M Shalikashvili, Supreme Allied Commander Europe,
hands the Allied Command Europe Rapid Reaction Corps flag to the
corps commander, Lt Gen Sir Jeremy Mackenzie

Right — The ARRC British detachment, comprising elements of the HQ
Regiment ARRC supported by the Royal Corps of Transport and Royal
Pioneer Corps, on parade at the corps’ formation ceremony at Bielefeld

AS WITH most military
ceremonial occasions it was
colourful, musical, dramatic,
highly symbolic and carried out
with satisfying precision.

The parade at Ripon Bar-
racks, Bielefeld, illustrated by a
selection of photographs on
these pages, showed Nato at its
best — marking the passing into
suspended animation of the 1st
British Corps and the simul-
taneous activation of the
Headquarters, Allied Com-
mand Europe Rapid Reaction
Corps (ARRC).

Europe’s top military figures
and some of the best fighting
men and musicians from Allied
nations were the leading
insignia of the suspended pla){ers, .while the fascina}ted
Spearhead Formation (top), audience included the multina-
lives on in the badge of ARRC tional media.

(above) VVIPs and VIPs included
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AUDENTIS

Badges old and new: the

the Supreme Allied Comman-
der Europe, Gen John M
Shalikashvili; the Nato Secret-
ary-General, Dr Manfred Wor-
ner; and the Chief of the
General Staff, Gen Sir Peter
Inge.

As the parade, commanded
by Lt Col Adrian Gage, Gren
Gds, bade farewell to 1 (BR)
Corps, its flag was handed to
Gen Inge to be passed on to the
National Army Museum in
Chelsea for safe keeping.

Later the ARRC flag was
presented by SACEUR to Lt
Gen Sir Jeremy Mackenzie, last
and first commander of the
respective corps.

“Few occasions can equal
this ceremony in historical
significance,” said Gen Shali-
kashvili.

“Today we bid farewell to

Nato ushersin
the era of ARR

the proud, battle-tested forma-
tion of the 1st (British) Corps.
A corps born at the turn of the
century which has lived
through the trials of two world
wars and which most recently
performed so professionally in
moving many of its units and
men to fight so magnificently in
the Gulf War.”

It had also for the last 47
years guarded the plains of
northern Germany and helped
assure freedom and prosperity.

“The history of the Ist
(British) Corps is in many ways
the history of this bloody
century. It is a history of
sacrifice, of perseverance and of
victory.

“How fitting, then, that this
formation should form the
framework for our Alliance’s
new centrepiece as we restruc-

ture ourselves for our tasks of
tomorrow.”’

In outline the ARRC, led by
Britain, will consist of an
international headquarters and
appropriate corps level combat
support and combat service
support. Ten divisions, cover-
ing a wide spectrum of military
capability, are currently
assigned to the new force, from
which up to four divisions can
be drawn, tailor-made for a
specific crisis.

Although mainly British-
staffed, the HQ will be
multinational. It is planned to
move to Rheindahlen in early
1944 and the ARRC will be fully
operational by 1995.

@ After the Bielefeld parade
a  multinational equipment
demonstration took place at the
Sennelager training area.

Chief of the General Staff, Gen Sir Peter
Inge (foreground) watches the parade. To
his right are Gen Sir Charles Guthrie, C-in-C
BAOR, Gen Clauss, Deputy Supreme
Commander Europe (Germany) and Gen
Sir Brian Kenny, DSACEUR (UK)

geekeeping formation

&

Flags of ARRC nations on parade
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Airfield sappers breeze in

IN THE wake of Hurricane
Andrew, soldiers from 218
Field Squadron (V) flew into
Eglin Air Force base, Fort
Walton Beach, Florida, for a
gruelling five-day exercise
with their American counter-
parts.

The squadron, based at
RAF Honington, is responsi-
ble for airfield damage repair
(ADR). It is 218’s job to get
the airfield operational again
in the shortest possible rime,
and to keep it that way during
hostilities.

“On exercise it is very
nearly impossible,” said LCpl
Chris Bateman, a plant
operator with the squadron.
“Just as things are up and
running again, something
comes in and destroys all our
good work. We just keep at it,
and hope that eventually the
enemy give it up as a bad
job.”

The squadron began the
exercise in a sunny 95F and
high humidity, a great change
from their usual Norfolk
climate. During an initial
two-day training package
members got to grips with
American kit and the Amer-
ican way of doing things.

“Their kit is marvellous,
but not too different from
ours, really,” said Spr John
Cone. “It’s still worthwhile
getting to know it properly
before the real exercise
begins.”

The squadron undertook
tasks such as runway-
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Words:

Capt Steve Munns
Pictures:

WO2 Arthur Thomson
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Capt Randy Sipe USAF points out to two Norwich men, Cpl Alan Charles RE (centre) and Sgt Matt

Timbers of the UKLF Mobile News Team, that the B17 Flying Fortress on show at the ASAF
Armaments Museum at Fort Walton Beach was one of thousands which flew from East Anglia

during the Second World War

levelling, crater-filling and
surfacing and repair of all
airfield ancillary equipment.

The exercise began in
earnest with a simulated
attack in the training area —
including NBC conditions —

and the deployment of the

'S

whole squadron to the airfield
to begin work. For the next
three days, British sappers
maintained and repaired
anything that moved, ensur-
ing that all types of aircraft
could use the airfield. to its
maximum capacity.

P

Lunch time for the sappers. Stew is siew, whether you are serving in East Anglia or Florida

Later there was a much-
needed spell of R and R
further south in Florida. But
because of Hurricane
Andrew’s handiwork, the
squadron had to steer clear of
Miami and find alternative
accommodation.




The second battle of El Alamein has been chosen by the British Army as the focal point of its Second
World War 50th anniversaries. Gordon Skilling summarises this watershed in British fortunes

EL ALAMEIN was always a
scruffy little railway halt with a
cluster of houses stuck in the
middle of nowhere under the
“ridge of twin cairns”. Its only
claim to fame used to be as the
best place to stop for a swim on
the way to Mersa Matruh.
But events there 50 years ago
caused church bells to ring in
Britain for the first time since
the Second World War began.
The second battle of El
Alamein ranks with Stalingrad
and Kohima as one of the
pivotal land battles of the war.
Churchill’s comment about
never winning a battle before it
and never losing one after it was
an understandable exaggeratioii

but the months before October
24, 1942 had seen little but
defeat, great losses and humili-
ation.

Mainland Europe lay under
the German jackboot, U-boats
had a stranglehold, America
had been crippled at Pearl
Harbour and, amazingly, Sing-
apore had surrendered. The
largely Canadian attack on
Dieppe had been a costly
failure.

Germany  was  pushing
through the Caucasus and if
Malta and the Suez Canal were
to fall, the Germans could reach
the Persian oil fields and
conceivably link up with the
Japanese.

In the desert, Rommel had
trounced us at Gazala when we
hoped to finish him off. Heroic
Tobruk fell like a ripe plum
and Gen Sir Claude Auchinleck
had to take personal command
of the Eighth Army. Mussolini
flew south to prepare his
triumphal entry to Cairo while
we were preparing to destroy
Alexandria. “Ash Wednesday”
came early as the British Army
burned documents and started
withdrawing its HQ Middle
East.

The Desert Fox was ram-
pant.

But by the end of July 1942
the “Auk” had at least halted
Rommel at the first battle of El

Alamein before Gen Sir Harold
Alexander, Dunkirk veteran
and mastermind of the tragic
retreat from Burma, replaced
him as C-in-C Middle East
Command.

Several “white-kneed” gen-
erals arrived in Africa: the first
of them the diminutive Lt Gen
Bernard Montgomery. Quickly
adapting to the casual dress of
the desert, he brooked no
negative attitudes, firing a
senior staff officer who wanted
to make contingency plans for a
better organised withdrawal.

The spirit of the previously
demoralised  Desert  Rats
soared.

@ Turn to next page
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OLD ENEMIES are joining
old friends in commemorating
the 50th anniversary of the
second battle of El Alamein.
Events included services both
in the desert and in
Westminster Abbey.

The sons of Bernard
Montgomery and Erwin
Rommel stood together in the
Abbey on October 14 in a
gesture symbolic of a cam-
paign remarkable for the
absence of hate among the
combatants.

About 3,000 Common-
wealth veterans were travell-
ing to Egypt to join some

7,000 Desert Rats and Afrika
Korps veterans at an interna-
tional service of remembrance
at the German memorial in
the presence of the Duke of
Kent, President of the
Commonwealth War Graves
Commission, and Prime
Minister John Major.

Each year a remembrance
service is held by a different
country, and the UK took the
lead last year.

After the international
service at El Alamein on
October 25 a national service
was planned for relatives
making the pilgrimage for the

first time. They will experi-
ence the daytime heat and
bitter night-time cold. Sand
and flies will get everywhere.
But the acrid taste of V
cigarettes, hard tack and
tainted water will be only a
memory for the veterans who
return.

“It was a gentleman’s war
in the desert,” said George
Worthington, a corporal with
the Durham Light Infantry
during the battle, and now
secretary of the Eighth Army
Veterans’ Association.

“To some extent it was
similar in Sicily because many

1T WAS AGENTLEMAN’S WAR'’

of the Afrika Korps were
there, particularly the para-
troopers. When we landed in
Normandy it was a complete-
ly different kind of German
we were up against.”

German and Italian veter-
ans regularly attend annual El
Alamein reunions at Black-
pool despite the last “official”
reunion being held soon after
Montgomery’s death in 1976.

“We in the north said we
were not having that, and on
November 1 we will once
again take over the prom-
enade for our own service,”
said Mr Worthington.

® From Page 19

Rommel’s last throw against
them floundered on the heights
of Alam el Halfa in August —
only 50 miles from Alexandria.

Refusing the temptation to
chase the Desert Fox, Monty
re-established the front. ..
and waited. Malta, too, had
survived and while he built up
his strength, the Axis were
starved of supplies.

Three hundred Sherman
tanks, diverted from the
Americans preparing to land in
Morocco, and the arrival of the
25-pounder gun significantly
improved the British position.

Rarely can one commander
have known so much about the
intentions and capability of his
adversary. Monty had the
benefit of the highly secret
Ultra decoding device, while
Rommel had lost his radio
interception unit which until
then had told him so much
about the Eighth Army’s
immediate intentions.

Backbone of the Axis forces
was the Afrika Korps, with 15
and 21 Panzer Divisions
respectively north and south,
supported by two Italian
armoured divisions. As well as
Italian infantry, the German
90th and 164 Light Divisions
were to be reckoned with.

In the north, the 9th
Australian, 51st Highland, 2nd
New Zealand and Ist South
African Divisions formed 30
Corps, with 1, 8 and 10
Armoured Divisions of 13
Corps behind them. In the
south, 13 Corps comprised 7
Armoured Division, 44 and 50
(Northumberland) Divisions.

Initially, the infantry and
artillery were to lead the
armour through the breaches
made by the Royal Engineers in
the five-mile belt of mines.

Sappers had also made a
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significant contribu-
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with 13 Corps sup-
porting a feint in the

October 23 and 24, 1942

south.
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At 9.40 on the Sidi Abd el Rahman e
night of October 23 - TRIESTE A .
the day Rommel flew 164 LIGHT A i
to Germany on sick 90 LIGHT A
leave — the largest
British artillery bar- 5P @ e 9 AUS
rage since 1918 shat- 21PZ @ & JAN 3
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the waiting soldiers A2Nz o El Alamein

with awe.

Over the next 12
days 824 25-pounders
fired on average 102
rounds a gun a day,
48 4.5in-guns man-
aged 133 rounds each
a day, and the 5.5in
guns 157 shells.

In the lull as the
gunners changed
from counter battery
fire to more imme-
diate objectives,
veteran Aussies and
Kiwis on either flank
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of the Jocks took
heart from the pipes
as they advanced, 75
paces to the minute,
through the dust and
smoke, with Bofors
guns firing tracer
along brigade boun-
daries to guide them.

The 23rd New Zea-
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fight, so carried on
without support to the foot of
Miteirya Ridge, and sat there as
first its own protective barrage
arrived, then the amazed 21
and 22 Battalions.

The Australians struck lucky
by knocking out Rommel’s
deputy, Stumme. As the
diggers shot him up he had a

heart attack and fell out of his
wagon during evasive action.

When Rommel returned the
gunners got wind of his
position. Every gun in range
opened up, but missed him by
just 15 minutes.

In the south, 44 Div and 7
Armd Div got bogged down in

mines but held the powerful 21
Panzer and Ariete Group
waiting there for a main attack
which never came.

Severe congestion stopped
the British armour pushing
through in the north, and the
infantry did not particularly
enjoy the proximity of their

b

own tanks in the lee of the

Miteirya  ridge they
attracted artillery!
Montgomery drove his

northern divisional comman-
ders past their limit as the
attack floundered on the
“Kidney” depression, then
switched direction to the north.

e

During the main German
counter attack on October 27
wave after wave of panzers
dashed themselves on the rock
of the Rifle Brigade, whose
six-pounder anti-tank guns
were devastatingly effective.
The brigade’s stand at “‘Snipe”,
during which two VCs were

won, was a decisive factor in
wearing down the enemy.

Rommel brought up most of
his southern group, but another
Australian night attack worried
him so much he took personal
charge of his panzers.

Monty then switched back to
his original axis for his final

Above: Two British infantry-
men take cover behind a
water truck as a one-ton bomb
bursts perilously nearby

Left: Gen Montgomery poses
for an official photograph with
a light anti-aircraft gun crew
at Benghazi

drive: ‘“‘Supercharge”.

Though ordered by Hitler
not to withdraw, Rommel tried
to save what he could. But on
November 4 his depleted
southern defence broke and he
had to retreat to avoid being

By now both sides were
exhausted and Monty’s men
had little left for an energetic
pursuit, particularly in the
torrential rains which were
turning the area to mud.

Monty did not succeed in his
objective of destroying the
Afrika Korps and was subse-
quently criticised for showing
too much caution. But the
Germans were to display an
amazing capacity for the
defensive battle all the way
through the desert, up the
length of Italy and through
northwest Europe.

That was still to come: El
Alamein was a good start and
church bells all over Britain
reflected the country’s joy . . .
and its relief.
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Sappers leave
lasting Iegacy

SAPPERS have a head start
when it comes to making
friends with Belizeans, writes
- Gordon Skilling.

Other soldiers un'denake:

cammunzty relanons pro;ects

during their tour, but the men

of 59 Independent Commando
Squadron have specific skills at
their fingertips, and tend to
leave more permanent remin-

ders of their presence.

Keeping 'a'gr_ip_ on the situation with their boa constrictor maséo!
are LCpl Rob Hallam, Spr Mac McCullagh and LCpl lan Murison
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As well as bemg combat
engineers, the sappers are

‘craftsmen capable of producing

fine furniture, and long after 2
Troop has
children in one settlement will

remember who built a solid
school to repiace their old open
hut. :
- As the sappers were workmg
during the monsoon season,
~ they also obtained authority to
_upgrade the mud track leading

to the school to carry vehicles.

It was frustrating not being
able to communicate, though
some children have a little
so several sappers
learned Spanish on their own

English,

initiative.
Troop Commander Capt

Dave Wilson already had a

passing knowledge. After uni-
versity he back-packed round
South America and spent three
months in Chile on Operation
Raleigh befoxe joining the

Army

e
Above

returned  the

Capt Dave Wilson
(foreground) and his Sappers
flnd; willing helpers among the
children as they build a more
permanent school than the hut
~ behind them

Below - LCpl Mark Waldron and
a present from a iccal bar
owner

Cpl Gary Knight checks his bride Lana’s name on 7 RHA s signpost
_ to their wives and girlfriends

Jungle puts the

gunners on trial

A JUNGI,.E environment pre-
sents special challenges for
gunners. Apart from learning
to survive in it and taking part
in routine patrolling, they have
to master a whole new range of
procedures.

Maintenance of the guns is a
completeiy different proposi-

tion in the heat and huxmdxty of

the jungle.

“Things that don’t go wrong
in Britain go wrong here,” said
WO2 Baz Powell, Troop

‘Sergeant Major of 1 (Parachute)
Battery (Bull’s Troop), 7 Royal

~ Horse
~overheat much more quickly,
and radios go off the road a lot

Art_illery. “Battcrié.fs

more because of the humidity.”

Vehicles can literally go off

the road because of the terrible
state of tracks. Driving and
handling skills have to be of a
high order.

Practical expenence in an

exciting environment is being

shared with members of the
Territorial Army, several of
whom are on a year’s
attachment with the troop.

Cpl Gary Knight of 10

skills with the

Bdr Skip Hopper, Gnrs Neal Hadtord Shaun leo 'and Riehard

(Volunteer) Battalion, The

Parachute Regiment, for exam-
ple, was

_broadening  his
horizons working with guns
and employing basic infantry

Observation Officer’s party

Forward

~ Price make light of the wsmm I!ght gun

brmgmg down fire on the
enemy. During his rest and

- recuperation period he re-

turned to Norfolk to get

- married — and his bride took a

lot of persuasion to let him
return to Belize!

High angle firing is much more common in jungle warfare - Bdr Skip Hopper Pte Stephen Shippam, Gnr :
Stephen MacLean, Pte Billie McKee and Bdr Andy Dart with a 105mm light gun
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Simon Dyer's

OFFICERS
OF THE

BRITISH ARMY

This Reader Offer comes to you from Sporting & Military Caricature Publishing,
who are giving you the opportunity to purchase these superb Limited Edition
prints, featuring Officers of the British Army, at a special discounted price
available to Soldier Magazine readers.

The prints are reproduced from original watercolours painted in a refreshing
caricature style by former Welsh Guards Captain, Simon Dyer. They are
produced on high quality paper and limited to 500 copies for each Regiment or
Corps, each print being individually signed and numbered by the Artist.

The prints are sold unmounted, and have an overall dimension of 210mm x
395mm.

The choice of prints is as follows:
The Household Cavalry
1. The Life Guards

2. The Blues and Royals
The Royal Armoured Corps

29. The Black Watch

30. Queen’'s Own Highlanders

31. The Gordon Highlanders

32. The Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders

3. 1stThe Queen's DG The Queen's Division

4. The Royal Scots DG 33. The Queen’s Regiment

5. 4th/Tth Royal DG 34. The Royal Regt of Fusiliers

6.  5th Royal Inniskilling DG 35. The Royal Anglian Regt

7. The Queen's Own Hussars The King's Division

8. The Queen's Royal Irish Hussars 36. The King's Own Royal Border Regt

9. 9th/12th Royal Lancers (PoW's) 37. The King's Regt

10. The Royal Hussars (PoW's Own) 38. The Prince of Wales's Own Regt of Yorkshire
11. 13th/18th Royal Hussars (Qn Mary's Own) 39. The Green Howards

12, 14th/20th King's Hussars 40. The Royal Irish Rangers

13. 15th/19th The King's Royal Hussars 41. The Queen's Lancashire Regt

14. 16th/5th The Queen's Royal Lancers 42. The Duke of Wellington's Regt

15. 17th/21st Lancers Prince of Wales's Division

16. Royal Tank Regiment 43. The Devon and Dorsets

The Corps 44, The Cheshires

17. Royal Regiment of Artillery 45. The Royal Weich Fusiliers

18. King's Troop RHA 46. The Royal Regt of Wales

19. Corps of Royal Engineers 47. The Gloucestershire Regt

20. Royal Corps of Signals 48. The Worcestershire and Sherwood Foresters
The Guards Division 49. The Royal Hampshires

21. Grenadier Guards 50. The Staffordshires

22. Coldstream Guards 51. The Duke of Edinburgh's Royal Regiment
23. Scots Guards The Light Division

24. Irish Guards 52. The Light Infantry

25. Welsh Guards 53. The Royal Green Jackets

The Scottish Division 54. The Parachute Regiment

26. The Royal Scots 55. 2nd King Edward VII's Own Gurkha Rifles
27. The Royal Highland Fusiliers 56. Sandhurst Cadet (an unlimited edition but

28. The King's Own Scottish Borderers signed by the Artist)

The cost of the prints is £25.00 each with the exception of the Sandhurst Cadet,
which is only £15.00. This is inclusive of VAT and p&p, and represents a saving
of £5.00 on the usual retail price. To order your print complete the coupon below,
and send together with your remittance to: Sporting & Military Caricature
Publishing, The Old Rectory, Llangynidr, Powys NP8 1LS. Tel: 0874 730907.

ORDER FORM

I it i sl v L G o R e e e s i R T, (R T
(block capitals please)

AR e i
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Please supply the following prints at £25 each, £15 for the Sandhurst Cadet:

Quantity Print No. & Regiment'Corps
I enclose my cheque/PO for £................ or please debit my Access/Visa/MasterCard (delete as appiicable)
T T T T T
Signature ......
NS All prints are offered subject to availability. Please allow 21 days for delivery. SOLt
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Tailors by appointment to:
The Life Guards.
The Blues and Royals.
1st The Queen’s Dragoon Guards.
4th/7th Royal Dragoon Guards.
The Queen’s Own Hussars.
16th/5th Queen’s Royal Lancers.
Royal Tank Regiment.
Corps of Royal Engineers.
Royal Corps of Signals.
The Prince of Wales’s Own Regiment of Yorkshire.
Rovyal Irish Rangers.
The Queen’s Lancashire Regiment.
The Duke of Wellington’s Regiment.
The Royal Regiment of Wales.
The Worcestershire and Sherwood Foresters.
The Royal Hampshire Regiment.
The Duke of Edinburgh’s Royal Regiment.
The Light Infantry.
7th Duke of Edinburgh’s Own Gurkha Rifles.
The Army Air Corps.
The Royal Army Chaplain’'s Department.
Royal Corps of Transport.
Royal Army Medical Corps.
Royal Army Ordnance Corps.
Corps of Royal Electrical and Mechanical
Engineers.
Corps of Royal Military Police.
Royal Army Pay Corps.
Royal Army Veterinary Corps
Small Arms School Corps.
The Royal Army Educational Corps.
Royal Army Dental Corps.
Royal Pioneer Corps.
Intelligence Corps.
Army Physical Training Corps.
Army Catering Corps.
The Army Legal Corps.
The Berkshire Yeomanry.
The Inns of Court and City Yeomanry.
Royal Gloucestershire Hussars.
The Wessex Regiment.
The Ulster Defence Regiment.

Exclusively cut and tailored in our own workrooms by experienced craftsmen, under the
personal supervision of Mr Golding.
We offer top quality service using the finest Barathea and Superfine materials, with
competitive prices and credit.
Our special fast service is available at no extra charge.

We can also supply: military ties, blazer badges, badges of rank, Marcella shirts,
miniature medals, Sam Browne belts, spurs, George boots, Mess wellingtons and khaki
shirts,

Full-sized and miniature medals remounted.
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Service dress hats, side hats and Blues hats supplied.
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Our Representative will call at your
request. Ring (0727) 41321 or write for
details to: 220 Hatfield Road, St Albans,
Herts AL1 4LW.
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AS ARMAGH roulement bat-
talion, the 2nd Battalion, The
Light Infantry has just finished
a record-breaking fourteenth
tour in Northern Ireland since
the Troubles began 23 years
ago. The battalion, which has
-deployed to the Province four
times in the past two years, has
now completed more tours in
Northern Ireland than any
other infantry battalion.

Lt Col Mark Elcomb is
convinced that it is a time of
change in South Armagh.

5 Platoon, B Company at Romeo 21

Home
from home

“Idodetectamuch Words: dominate the ground
greater feeling of Laurie Manton through a combina-
sympathy towards the Pictures: tion of surveillance

Army than on pre-
vious tours. The
natural emotions of the
populace tended towards anti-
pathy, but now, people have
started to express their sym-
pathy and to offer help.”

The individual companies
each have a specific role.

D Company’s role in the
Crossmaglen tactical area of
responsibility (TAOR) is to

Mike Weston and

information-

gathering linked to
searches, vehicle checkpoints
and observation.

The terrain in D Coy’s
TAOR has been likened to an
egg box — dozens of small hills,
interspersed with low-lying
areas.

Fields in the area are mostly
banked and ditched with
blackthorn fences and barbed

wire or a combination of both.
Progress can be slow, but by
the end of the tour soldiers on
rural patrol had become quite
adept at negotiating the
obstacles.

Said Capt Nick Scarfe: “We
have certainly detected a feeling
from the people that Sinn Fien
and PIRA are not really
providing any answers to the
problems. Perhaps people are
now starting to look for other
solutions.”

® Turn to next page
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Conditions are cramped at Crossmaglen Security Force base

LIin Armagh

@® From Page 25

The tour was not without
incident or tragedy. Sadly, Pte
Paul Turner, 18, was murdered

Forkhill and Crossmaglen; on
Operation Cristo the battalion
deployed in support of the
RUC and Customs officers who

by an IRA gun-
man at Cross-
maglen on
August 28.

Although his
death distressed
the battalion, the
soldiers of 2 LI
did not let it
deter them from
single-mindedly
pursuing  their
main objective of
overcoming the
terrorist.

There were
successes. Most
notable was the
foiling of an
attempted mor-
tar attack against
the Crossmaglen
base when a vigilant WO2
Tommy Walker spotted the
device in a van while
monitoring images on a closed-
circuit television screen.

Three major operations in-
volved 2 LI during their tour.

They provided cover during
the General Election, protect-
ing ballot boxes and polling
stations at Newtonhamilton,

26

Lt Col Mark Elcomb, CO 2 LI

raided homes
throughout the
TAOR to ham-
per the IRA’s
fundraising  ac-
tivities involving
racketeering; and
the battalion sup-
ported an opera-
tion to build a
new patrol base
to replace PVCP
Romeo 15 which
was destroyed in
a bomb attack
last May.

The new patrol
base overlooks
the main Al
Dublin  road.
Sappers with
convoys of lorries
loaded with plant and building
materials travelled in daily and
had to be protected.

As one convoy passed
through Newry, a drogue
grenade was thrown. It
bounced off the cab and failed
to explode.

Bessbrook Mill housed the
battalion’s headquarters and
command elements, Support

Cpl Kev Jackson cross:

Company was Dbased at
Newtonhamilton and B
Company was stationed in
Forkhill SF Base.

Romeo 21 has undergone a
complete refurbishment and
the standard of accommodation
on the hill has been raised
considerably. It should
improve the lot of the soldiers
about to endure a winter in the

es a new trackway at Romeo 21 Charlie

bleak, lonely observation post.

When SOLDIER visited the
Armagh roulement battalion, it
consisted of eight companies
numbering more than 1,000
men. This heavy strength was
required for operations to
protect various programmes,
including the rebuild at Romeo
16.

Now 2 LI goes into limbo

No time to admire the flowers.
Infantrymen concentrate on the matter in

hand during a patrol

$EE

Light *wg«%w@ =

pending its merger with the lst
Battalion to form a new lIst
Battalion at Tidworth next
year. The regiment’s new 2nd
Battalion will be based at
Paderborn in Germany.

“It’s a frustrating way to end
a tour,”’ said Col Elcomb, ‘‘but
there is always a feeling of
anti-climax when we finish a
job.”

: 6 | AN e e
Pictured at Newtonhamilton are Ptes Gary Chappell, Steve Humby and Simon Marshall and
LCpl Mark Crewe

Low viewpoint at Forkhill
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ronze bison provides a Canadian backdrop for Pte Ally McNaughton (left)

and Pte Mike Thomas of D Coy, 1 BW

Military training for
British infantry
battalions takes on
a whole new
meaning at a
Canadian Forces
base so vast it has
no firing
restrictions

Words: Capt Steve Munns
Pictures: WO2 Arthur Thomson
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THEY SAY the weather in
England is unpredictable. Try
it in Alberta, Canada, where
temperatures in excess of 90 F,
persistent rain and a good deal
of snow were endured by the
men and women of the Ist
Battalion, The King’s Regim-
ent and the 1st Bartalion, The
Black Watch.

Both battalions have been
taking part in Exercise Pond
Jump West, a yearly infantry
battle camp which takes in all
aspects of military and adven-
turous training.

The exercise package begins

L

| Above - CSgt Willie Nichol (left)
and Cpl
Watch, climbing in the Jasper
National Park

Henry Keenan, Black

Below - TA trio of LCpl
lan McCarthy, Kgm Mark
Citrine and Kgm John
Rigby, all 5/8 Kings

in Wainwright Camp, a
Canadian forces base located
close to the town of the same
name. The camp’s back yard is
1,500 square miles of dedicated
military training area — with no
fire restrictions or out-of-
bounds routes.

Once settled in, battalions
have a five-week stint which
includes an intense range firing
phase, fitness and endurance
training, fieldcraft revision and
a march-and-shoot competi-
tion, all of which culminates in
a demanding five-day exercise
with a company-level assault

using live ammunition and live
fire support.

OC D Company, 1 Kings,
Maj Peter Rafferty, explained:
“The real advantage is the
sheer size of area in which we
can operate. Because there are
no restrictions on firing, a dawn
company attack is exactly what
it says.

“All of this combines to
make the exercise as realistic
and as challenging as possible,
which is good for everyone.
There is no way we could have
done this in the UK.”

Supporting the battalions in

L

i o

3

Innes and Arran Ellis

Magnificent seven, all from Perth. These members of D Coy are (fro
Thomas, Ally McNaughton, Donald Gurrie, Mark Sutherland, Sandy McNicholl, *“Hammerhead”
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m left) Ptes Michael

their work was 656 Squadron,
Army Air Corps, normally
based at Netheravon. Two
Gazelle helicopters permanent-
ly based at Wainwright
provided recce platforms, com-
manders’ transport and a
24-hour casevac service.

The detachment comman-
der, Capt Nick Goss, ex-
plained: ‘“We average about
five hours’ flying per day,
which although it does not
sound much, is a lot for two
helicopters and a very limited
number of pilots.

“We enjoy it here though. At

least we can say we know the
exercise area pretty well.”

As for free time, there is little
to do in Wainwright itself,
apart from a few run-down but
friendly bars. “Most soldiers
choose Edmonton for their R
and R,” explained Maj Alistair
Louden, OC D Company. “It
is two hours’ drive away, but
certainly worth the trip.”

After the military phase, the
fun really starts with a five-day
adventurous training package
in the beautiful, dramatic
setting of Jasper National Park,
Western Alberta.

Among the many activities
on offer are white-water
rafting, canoeing, pony-
trekking, mountain-biking,
climbing and abseiling — plus
plenty of local hospitality.

“The only problem was a
midnight curfew,” said Pte
Alan Hall from Methil, Fife.

White-water rafting proved
to be by far the most popular
sport. It included an exhilarat-
ing fast run in ten-man rafts
over some of the best rapids on
the Frazer River, as well as the
slower trips deep into the heart
of the park, where wild bears,

Black Watch rafters take on the mighty Fraser river during the week-long adventurous training phase of Pond Jump
West in Western Alberta

Sky's the limit at Wainwright

bald eagles and 3ft long
spawning red salmon could be
observed in the wild.

Described as “truly memor-
able’, ‘“‘amazing’ and
“wonderful” by all of the
soldiers who made the trip, it
will stay in their memories for a
very long time.

For both battalions, their
return to duties in Hounslow
and Tern Hill will seem a bit
run-of-the-mill after their ex-
periences in Canada. Both units
worked hard, played hard and
enjoyed the Canadian experi-
ence to the full.
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As the Serviceman’s hotel in London prepares for its two millionth guest,
writer Phil Wilcox and photographer Terry Champion were given a . . .

WATERLOO STATION late
at night.

Enter a young corporal,
sprinting along the concourse
after an evening out, with
seconds left to catch the last
train back to Aldershot — only
to find it has gone.

An uncomfortable few hours
spent sleeping on a hard seat
seems in prospect, until he
remembers the large building

X W

just across the road . . .

A two-minute walk, and he
finds the welcoming lights of
the Union Jack Club where, on
production of his ID card, he
will find somewhere to spend
the night — even if it is only on
one of the leather sofas in
reception.

“Of course, that scenario is
slightly  exaggerated,” said
front-of-house manager Terry
Dove, “but, with certain
modifications, our policy is still
as it was when we were founded
in 1904: to provide residential

%‘.‘.'?& O

Ha
{3

\ )

t

A
\

32

Welcome sight: entrance to the club

club accommodation for serv-
ing and retired members of the
Armed Forces below commis-
sioned rank - and their
families.”

Those modifications have
been brought about by necessi-
ty over the years.

The original building was
demolished in 1972 and
completely new premises built
on part of the original site.

“About 12 years ago it
became obvious that there were
not enough Servicemen and
ex-Servicemen around to make
the club a going concern,” said
Mr Dove.

“The centre of gravity for
troop movement had moved
away from London to places
such as Luton and Brize
Norton, so we had to do some
pretty serious thinking.”

As a result, for the first time
in its history, the Union Jack
Club offered temporary honor-
ary membership to outside
organisations, including the
fire, police and ambulance
services. Then, in 1985, it was
opened to officers.

To improve its image
further, eight bedroom floors
were adapted to include
en-suite facilities — a process
which is now being extended.

“We have been ploughing
money back in considerable
quantities to improve the
facilities,” said Terry Dove,
“so we hope we are getting up
to the standard of a good hotel
or London club - but at the
same time retaining our
intention of keeping the price

The public room

of bed and breakfast at below
the daily rate of pay of an
ordinary trained soldier, male
or female.”

The Union Jack is open 24
hours a day, club secretary Lt
Col Tom Forrest explained,
and has a good proportion of
regular visitors — many of
whom re-book before they
leave.

Serving members of the
Armed Forces and Territorial
Army pay no fee: they have
automatic membership of the
club. Ex-Servicemen and
women and their families can
either take out temporary
honorary membership if they
do not visit London frequently,
or pay a subscription and
entrance fee.

As for catering, Col Forrest
feels the club has been
exceptionally lucky.

“It was of fundamental
importance that we got away
from the ‘cookhouse’ syndrome
and left that image behind,” he
said.

“Nowadays, with carpet on

the floor and cloths on the
tables, not to mention waiter
service at lunch and dinner and
a la carte meals cooked by a
master chef who served with
the Welsh Guards in the
Falklands, it’s definitely a
restaurant and not a canteen.”

The club has 120 profes-
sionally-trained  staff, with
housekeeping the biggest de-
partment.

“We decided some years ago
that we had to pay above the
basic rate to staff if we were
going to attract them, so we
hold an annual review of
salaries,” said Mr Dove.

Like himself, many of the
staff are ex-Service personnel:
the stores and functions
managers are both former
Guardsmen, for example.

But private soldiers need
have no fear of an RSM
checking their every move-
ment.

“This is not a military
establishment, it is definitely
the oplace for a break.
Servicemen can walk through

the door and they don’t have to
buy a drink or meal. The only
proviso is that they should be
serving at the time.”

As a deliberate policy,
officers and their families have
separate facilities.

Keeping an avuncular, but
nonetheless extremely profes-
sional, eye on the club is its
Comptroller, Brig John Ghika.

“The aim of the Union Jack
is to make people welcome,” he
said.

“We have more than 360
rooms, both single and family.
The club is a registered charity
and is not owned by the MoD
or any individual service.”

Each room contains a ‘‘tick
list” to help with quality
control, the brigadier ex-
plained.

“If anyone puts ‘fair’ or
‘poor’ we write to them. That is
terribly important.”

He has stayed overnight at
the club when necessary.

“It’s one thing to discover
faults when I am walking
round, but quite another when

Nt

huge volume of enquiries

the library

I am acrtually using a room. It
can be useful to find that we
don’t always get it right.”

Most of the time, it would
appear that they do — from a
flourishing  board/function
room to a gallery of Victoria
Cross winners and the start of
what the brigadier hopes will be
a wall-full of war medals in
cases.

Bedroom door shields trans-
ferred from the old club bear
testimony to the Union Jack’s
rich history.

“In memory of our son,
killed in Flanders on June 13th
1915 aged 32”; “To Colonel X
of the 15th Bengal. Cavalry,
who served in India during the
mutiny”’; “In gratitude for a
life spared: France, 21st April
1916.”

But Brig Ghika and his team
are looking forward, not back.

One high priority is the
conversion of shower facilities
on some of the floors into
something a little more luxu-
rious.

“At the moment, they are far

Below - Lunch time in the restaurant

Above: Corinne Amalric programmes the all-important bookings
computer in the front-of-house manager’s office, which handles a

Left — Brig John Ghika, the Union Jack's Comptroller, seated in

f e

too much like Army wash-
houses, which is the image we
want to do away with,” the
brigadier said.

The future of the Union Jack
looks good, according to Col
Forrest.

“I do think we provide what
people want at the sort of price
which they think is reasonable.

“Of course, the ‘old and
bold’ might say: ‘This isn’t
what I remember’. But there
are a whole lot of new
conditions which prevail today.
As well as being a. charity, we
are also a public limited
company, so we could easily go
to the wall if we got our sums
wrong.”

He is due to leave his post
this year and Brig Ghika is due
to retire possibly in 1994, when
it will be time for new blood
and new ideas, they say.

The Union Jack Club will be
all the poorer without them.

Meanwhile, some time next
May, the Waterloo establish-
ment Iis expecting its two
millionth guest . . .
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Personally speaking

They’ll answer
those taxing
questions. . .

TAX RETURNS are one of
life's blessed essentials
guaranteed to send a
shiver down the spine —
mostly because filling in the
form accurately can be a
far-from-simple operation.
While tax matters were
usually dealt with by
husbands in the past,
wives have been drawn
into the net since the widely
welcomed introduction of
independent taxation.
Inland Revenue road-
shows have for several

Kids have
fun with
Glosters

TREKKING, sailing, cycl-
ing, canoeing and abseiling
were among the activities
organised by the Physical
Training Instructors of the
Catterick-based 1st Batta-
lion, The Gloucestershire
Regiment for their first
children's summer camp
since Ballykelly in 1988-90.

Initial apprehensions
were soon dispelled and
five - enjoyable days were
spent in the Lake District.

years been dispensing
advice, but until recently
these mobile “clinics” had
never called at an Army
garrison.

That changed at Tid-
worth on August 18 when
nearly 40 individuals took
advantage of the facility.
Soldiers and their wives
who attended expressed
delight at the friendly
reception they received in
genial and confidential
surroundings.

It is estimated that a
million women in Britain fail
to claim the tax relief that is
their due. It is likely that
Army dependants figure in
that number.

The Tidworth trial,
arranged by Lynda Grange
of the Inland Revenue
mobile enquiry centre, was
conducted outside the
Naafi and community cen-
tre. Tina Bentley will be
taking a one-woman road-
show to Fort William on
December 9.

Incidentally, between
October 12 and December
1 an Inland Revenue team
from Ty-Glas in Wales was
booked in to visit a number
of Royal Navy and Royal
Air Force establishments,
but not a single Army

garrison or unit.

Maj Nick Rynn welcomes Inland Revenue’s Chris McAndrew (centre) and Lynda

Grange to Tidworth Garrison

Tax relief extended to
EC maintenance orders

I HAVE received the
following letter which tells
its own story:

“You may recall that |

Don’t bank

FIRST port of call for
Service personnel who ran
out of petrol while travelling
through Belgium and then
discovered they were short
of money, used to be HQ
(BR) Comm Z at Emblem.

That establishment has
now closed its doors to all
but those on duty or
travelling in Service vehi-

SONATA

Telephone: (0223) 844999

' ' J
AR

wrote last year on behalf of
my son who had been
denied tax relief on mainte-
nance payments he was

on Emblem

cles. Nor are funds avail-
able through Consular or
MoD sources, although in
an emergency relatives or
friends can transfer funds
through the Foreign and
Commonwealth  Office
Consular Department at a
cost of £15.

Be warned and don't get
caught short in Belgium.

Posting date.............. Place

Delivery date required

Part exchange

Please rush information on: X2 D Scoupe D

Lantra D Sonata I:‘ Please tick box
Send completed coupon to:

ARCGIEANT

HE WAY AHEAD
Military Export Dept., A.R. Sargeant, FREEPOST CB1092, Cambridge CB3 7BR. I

ral
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making because the order
was made in a German
court.

"I am pleased to inform
you that this has now been
enacted into English law.

“The effect of this is that
Servicemen paying mainte-
nance under EC court
orders can apply for tax
relief with effect from
August 1992 and will
receive the tax relief in the
same way as if the order
was made in an English
court,

“Thank you very much
for all your help and keep
up the good work."

& HYUNDAI

KLF housing centre
has all the answers

WO1 MARK Cockram,
RAOC punches up data
on his screen at the
official opening of the
Joint Service Housing
Advice Office at Old
Sarum, Salisbury.

Watching are (from
left) Fit Sgt lan Sadler,
RAF, Officer in Charge
Cdr Bob Cribb, RN, and
Gen Sir David Rams-
botham, the Adjutant
General.

Mark, whose voice has
become familiar to Ser-
vice families telephoning
JSHAO's Army Desk for
help, had just been
presented with the
Meritorious Service Med-
al by Gen Ramsbotham.
Mark’s wife, Pauline, was
there to see the proud
moment.

The centre can advise
families considering a
number of housing op-
tions on leaving the
Services, including:

@ Housing association

opportunities nation-
wide;

@® Low cost projects
such as DIY shared

ownership, shared equity

and self-build;

® Applications for
MoD nominations to
housing associations;

@ Availability of mar-
ried quarters under the

Tripped up
by pay block

Worth
a read

ANYONE leaving the
Army, redundee or
otherwise, will find
much of interest in three
excellent booklets pro-
duced by the Depart-
ment of the Environ-
ment. )

Stocks of the book-
lets — Employment in
Civilian Life: Guidance
for Servicemen/women
leaving the Forces;
Employment  Training
for ex-Regulars; and
Resettlement Guide for
the Regular Officer are
held in MoD stores and
are available from your
TRSO. If they are not,

write to me.

A MAJOR problem has
arisen for redundees who
have to leave their married
quarter on the day of
discharge.

~ Although this is not, on
the face of it, unreason-
able, the situation is
complicated because the
system cannot pay redun-
dancy money into the
redundee’s bank on the
date of discharge.

This stumbling block
means Service personnel
may not be able to afford
rented accommodation or
complete negotiations for a
private purchase.

Not to mention removal
expenses, the cost of
training courses and so on.

A further drain on the
resources of the now
ex-Service redundee is that
his MQ rent rises im-
mediately.

discount sales scheme;
@ Local private rentals,
estate agents’ addresses
and SSAFA contacts.
You can tap into this
invaluable source of

o
&
5]
o
o
o
=
i o
=
%]
o

information by writing to
the JSHAO, HQ UKLF,
Old Sarum, Salisbury,
Wilts SP4 6BN or tele-
phoning 0722 336222 ext
8350/8351.

where her husband

posted abroad?
I do hope so.

allowance.

Unequal rights!

FOLLOWING a ruling by the European Court of
Justice that a woman living in the Irish Republic
can claim family credit in Northern Ireland,
is employed, may we
anticipate equal treatment for Service families

Migrant workers may now claim family
benefits for which United Kingdom citizens
serving Queen and country — and paying UK
taxes — are ineligible. This is unfair.

To date no money has been available to take
the case of a Service spouse to the European
Court of Justice. In addition to family credit, we
should already have asked for rulings on
unemployment benefit and disability working

Naafi spreads the cost

NAAFI has introduced a
new worldwide credit
scheme which enables its
customers to buy house-
hold goods and spread
payments over ten months.

The Credit Purchase
Scheme can be used to
buy electrical household
and decorative goods
priced between £150 and
£1,000.

Finlly,

a happy
ending

IN SEPTEMBER | reported
that a Service couple
returning from Germany
was considering an appeal
to the Secretary of State for
Education after their son
had been denied a place at
a grant maintained school
in the United Kingdom.

The boy sat the entrance
exam while overseas and
finished in the top third. He
was offered a place on
condition that his family
was resident in the UK
within two weeks.

This was quite impossi-
ble, and his admission was
subsequently blocked,
causing much anxiety at a
time when the family was
already under stress be-
cause of the move. An
appeal to the governors

failed on residency
grounds.
There is, however, a

happy ending to the story —
the boy has been offered a
place after all.

| would be pleased to
hear from any other
Service families experienc-
ing difficulties in placing
their children at the schools
of their choice.
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Write to:
SOLDIER,
Ordnance Road,
Aldershot,

Hants GU11 2DU.

You may not need
personal accident insurance for your
usual weekend exercise. ..

but for the real thing
@&’ essential

\-
N
1 $‘

PAR protects members of
the Reserves against the 365 days per year, including
effects of injuries from war risks, subject to policy
£1.65 per month for £10,000 conditions.

of cover, 24 hours a day,

Collect your
copies of

SOLDIER

in a smart,
easy reference

EASIBINDER
£7.95
UK

£6.75
BFPO

£7.40
*Europe

* Elsewhere please
apply for details.
Send your order,

together with your

cheque/PO payable to
SOLDIER
SOLDIER MAGAZINE,
Ordnance Road,
Aldershot,
Hants GU112DU.
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No slight
to the
AG Corps

IT HAS long been the custom
in the British Army for a new
corps formed by amalgamation
to be granted the prefix Royal if
its component units had
previously borne this honour.

For reasons known only to
itself the Army Board has
chosen not to recommend such
a title for the new Adjutant
General’s Corps, in spite of the
fact that six out of its eight
constituent units had earned
the title Royal for honourable
service.

I would be interested to
know why the new corps has
been slighted in this manner? —
R A Hamilton, Southport.

® Response from The Adjutant
General’s office is that “The Royal
Adjutant General’s Corps" would
be a double possessive, and that
the Adjutant General is not a
“royal”. It also points out that the
Queen is Colonel-in-Chief of the
AGC - Editor

BIRD'S EYE-VIEW

@ El Alamein special feature — see Pages 19-21

Fighting Jocks
second to none

IN REPLY to Peter Keating’s
assertion that a para battalion is
worth two infantry (Letters,
October 5), the 2nd Battalion,
Black Watch held Heraklion
airfield in Crete from April
20-28, 1941 without losing a
yard of ground until ordered to
evacuate when the Navy came
in to take them off.

Each day German troop
carriers were dropping paras
around the position. The
commander of the first batta-
lion to drop, later captured in
Libya, gave this information
when being interrogated:

“My first surprise was when
I found the position was held.
The second was when I
discovered who the infantry
were.

“The battle continued with
great ferocity for two days. The
Black Watch never surren-
dered. Had it been any other

regiment, any other, all would
have been well . . . I had but 80
men left of my 800, no food,
little ammunition; our food was
being eaten by the Jocks.” (The
Jocks had copied Jerry signals
for supplies.)

To my knowledge the
Germans never used large-scale
drops again.

The Jocks went on to the
break-out from Tobruk in

November 1941, with the
bayonet, losing more than 75
per cent of the battalion and
still achieving their objective.

In March 1944 they were
flown behind Japanese lines in
Burma to set up two fighting
columns, returning in late
August, 1944. Would they have
passed “P” Company? — Bob
Lanhurst, Newcastle-upon-
Tyne.

Calais defence saved army

PETER Keating should look at
the history of the Second World
War when 3,000 riflemen and
officers held up for four days
the best part of the German
Army’s 4 Division during their
main advance on Calais. Only
30 riflemen returned. This
action helped to get the bulk of
the British forces out of France

via Dunkirk — § T Hedge
(former rifleman, Rifle Bri-
gade), Northfleet, Kent.

@ Other letters taking issue with
Mr Keating have been received
from G A Simmons, of Sutton
Valence, Kent, and C Craig
(ex-Scots Guards), of Kilbirnie,
Ayrshire. — Editor

He was determined
to beat the Germans
toit...and he’s
had his breakfast

Engineers as a steam locomo-
tive driver in Italy during the
Second World War I came
across many tough Yugoslav
partisans, men and women,
rifles slung over their shoul-
ders, grenades around their
waists.

But at Palembino, near
Ancona, I saw another side to
this aggressive image.

On opening the curtains in
my billet one morning I was
surprised to see a group of what
looked like gipsies lighting a
fire in the garden.

When I approached them a
woman handed me a scribbled
note which read: “We are
Croats on the run from Tito’s
communist forces and we seek
the help of British or American
soldiers.”

Marshal Tito supported the
Allies, so the note suggested the
Croats were pro-German.

Nevertheless, I gave these
frightened people some food
and water. — Charles Meacher,
Glenrothes, Fife.

Arms and
the role
of women

I MUST take issue with my
regimental colleague Maj N W
Wilkinson, RCT (V), who
expressed sadness that females
were excluded from bearing
arms on ceremonial occasions
(Letters, September 21).

For my part I am in the
Territorial Army to preserve
our country’s moral and
cultural heritage.

The thought of women
bearing arms is complete
anathema to most English
gentlemen. Yes, they have an
important role to play in the
Services; bearing arms is not
one of them.

Let us leave that to the old
communist empire and the
banana republics. - Maj
Godfrey W Bloom, 522 Sqn,
150 Regt RCT (V), Londes-
borough Barracks, Hull.

Splendid to
the last . . .

WHAT A splendid aspect the
men of Princess Diana’s Royal
Hampshires presented on their
final parade through Winches-
ter (SOLDIER, August 24) —
both “oldies” and ‘“‘youngies”
as it were.

If you can judge a man’s
character by his deportment
and face the Hampshires must
be among the best.

We should be hanging on to
regiments like that. - R J C
Holmes, Newcastle-upon-
Tyne.

Squadron tends
Bulford Kiwi

I WOULD like to thank Col J |
G Hunter for pointing out
(Letters, September 21) the
inaccuracy in the August 10
article about soldiers of my
squadron tending the graves of
New Zealand soldiers in
Codford Cemetery.

He is absolutely correct that
this is carried out by employees
of the Commonwealth War
Graves Commission. My
squadron actually looks after
the Bulford Kiwi and has done
so since 1979. — Maj P ]
Oldfield, R Sigs, 294 Signal
Squadron (AMF(L)), Bulford
Camp, Salisbury.
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14/20 H goes
full circle

THE 14th Dragoons' first action
was to attack Preston, and their
final action will be to receive the
Freedom of the town.

The 14th/20th King's Hussars,
which will amalgamate with The
Royal Hussars
(Prince of
Wales's Own) in
December to be-
come The King's
Royal Hussars,
are based in
Minster but 60
members will tra-
vel to Preston on
November 6 to
march through the square where
their ancestors watched Jacobite
rebels lay down their arms in
November 1715.

The regiment had been hurried-
ly raised following deep cuts in
Marlborough's famous army after
the long war against the French.
When George of Hanover became
king riots and general unrest
caused the government to rethink
its options for change, and when
some Scottish and Northumber-
land Jacobites went on a
recruiting drive to Preston the 14th
(Dormer's) Dragoons were part of
an understrength army which
rushed north to confront them.

The rebels received no support
in the north west and after some
fierce fighting on foot not far from
the Hussars' present regimental
headquarters, the Jacobites sur-
rendered when Government rein-
forcements arrived.

McCrea post
refurbished

A FIRST World War Belgian
dressing station near leper
(Ypres) in which thousands of
soldiers were treated by Lt Col
John McCrea is being restored by
a Scottish war charity.

McCrea, a Scottish-Canadian
surgeon best remembered for In
Flanders Fields and other war
poems, died of pneumonia at
Boulogne in 1918.

Now the Flanders Scottish
Alliance, 3/2 Academy Street,
Leith, Edinburgh EH6 7EE (tel:
031-554 4529) is seeking photo-
graphs, memorabilia and anec-
dotes from soldiers who fought in
the Ypres/Flanders area or from
their relatives.

The site of the McCrea dressing
station was recently declared a
national monument by the Belgian
authorities.

R Irish
brochure

EVERYONE connected with The
Royal Irish Rangers will want to
own a copy of the handsomely-
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illustrated brochure commemorat-
ing the regiment's short history.

With a print run of only 5,000,
the glossy publication, compiled
by Lt Col D W F Twigg, covers the
years from its formation in 1968 to
amalgamation earlier this year.

The brochure's 60 pages, eight
in colour, are packed with detail,
ranging from a narrative history,
through lists of honours, awards
and appoint-
ments to sec-
tions devoted to
old comrades
and cadets.

Members  of
the regiment
when it merged
with the UDR are
assured of their
copy but all
others must apply to: Regimental
Secretary (Funds), Regimental
Headquarters, The Royal Irish
Regiment, St Patrick's Barracks,
Ballymena, Co Antrim BT43 7BH.
They should enclose a cheque for
£3.70 (overseas £4) to cover
postage and packing, payable to
the Colonel of Regiment's
Account.

London
United!

THE ONE about the Scotsman,
the Englishman and the Irishman
was no longer a joke in Catterick
when whisky, whiskey and good
English ale sat together on the
tables for the inaugural mess night
of the newly forming London
Regiment on its first annual camp.

The only battalion to keep four
companies under Options for
Change, it has two English
companies, one Scots and one
Irish, each with strong London
connections: A (London Scottish),
B (The Queen's Regiment), C
(City of London Fusilliers), and D
(London Irish Rifles), plus HQ
(Anzio) Coy.

When the corporals visited the
sergeants and officers for a
games night, tribal songs got
louder and louder until everybody
united in a rousing Maybe its
because I'm a Londoner. The
London Regiment will soon make
its mark.

Veterans
at Arnhem

THEY reserve a special welcome
for men like Jim Longson when he
goes back again to Arnhem.
The first time he went there, in
1944, he was a Vickers machine
gunner with S Company of the 1st
Battalion, The Border Regiment
and the reception party was
different — a couple of veteran
panzer divisions on holiday.
Now he regularly returns with
his wife to the Ginkelheide drop
zone to watch the 10th Battalion,
The Parachute Regiment, the only

Second World War veteran Jim Longson and his wife watch 10

Para drop at Arnhem (See Veterans at Arnhem)

Territorial Army unit with a direct
link with the battle, drop 300
Regulars, volunteers and veter-
ans to commemorate the heroism
of those who held out for nine
days instead of the expected two.

The annual pilgrimage is a
major event in the Dutch calendar.
About 5,000 veterans and their
families and 40,000 Dutch people
watched the 1992 drop, which
was followed by a memorial
service in Oosterbeek cemetery.

The Iron Division centrepiece

Iron Division
turns to silver

OFFICERS of the 3rd Armoured
Division Headquarters and Signal
Regiment in Germany commis-
sioned a silver centrepiece to
commemorate the Iron Division,
which struck its flag at Korbecke
on September 15 and is now
relocated at Bulford as the 3rd
(UK) Division.

The centrepiece, by Essex
silversmith Mark Munson, fea-
tures three animals representing
the brigades of 3 Armd Div — the
jerboa (4th), the rhinoceros (6th)

and the bull (33rd) — surmounted
by a tetrahedron perpetuating the
famous triangles of the division.

Recce Corps
at Cenotaph

REMAINING members of the
former Reconnaissance Corps,
which celebrated the 50th
anniversary of its formation last
year, will move as a distinct
squadron during the march past
the Cenotaph on Remembrance
Sunday.

The Royal British Legion, which
supported a suggestion to this
effect, has assigned the squadron
to Column A.

Formed in January 1941 to
provide speedy mobile recon-
naissance units for each infantry
division, the corps replaced the
former divisional cavalry regim-
ents, which had been incorpo-
rated in the new armoured
divisions.

In early 1942 the corps was
granted cavalry status and from
January 1 1944 became amalga-
mated with the Royal Armoured
Corps, adopting the black beret
but retaining both its cap badge
and its corps designation.

By the end of the Second World
War 2,325 officers and men from
the 20,000-plus who had passed
through this corps-within-a-corps
had lost their lives. Decorations
included 21 DSOs, 18 DCMs and
140 MCs.

Each Remembrance Sunday
afternoon a service for the fallen
of the corps, which was disbanded
on August 1, 1946, is held at the
Church of All Hallows by the
Tower, home of the corps
memorial.

" Falkland |
| Islands 347

A NEW set of stamps
issued by the Falkland
Islands depicts officers
and privates of the West
Yorkshire Regiment
(1942) and the islands’
Volunteers (1892) De-
fence Corps (1914) and
Defence Force (1920 and
1939-45). They can be
obtained from The Phi-
latelic Bureau, Post
Office, Port Stanley (first
day covers £2.25, mint
£1.74, p&p £1).

Picture: Geordie Smith

Polish story

THE STORY of Polish soldiers
who spent time in Scotland in the
Second World War, some of
whom settled there afterwards,
will be the subject of an exhibition
opening in Edinburgh next April.

The display is being prepared
by National Museums of Scotland
with the help of film footage from
1945 and personal items lent by
Polish settlers and their families.

More information about the
exhibition, to be held at the
Scottish United Services Museum
in Edinburgh Castle, is available
from Virginia Braid, Marketing
Officer, National Museums of
Scotland, Chambers Street, Edin-
burgh (tel: 031-225 7534 ext 108).

APPOINTMENTS

Brigadier — A P Norris — To HQ
UKLF, Oct 2; The Hon S J T
Coleridge — To be DA/MA Ankara,
Oot 5

Colonels — A A S Adams — To
be CO CPO BAOR, Oct 2; P J
Wagstaffe — To P and EE
Shoeburyness, Sept 28; V
Batchelor — To HQ UKLF, Oct 1;C
T Rogers — To HQ TRADOC USA,
Oct 1; W E Strong — To be Comd
RA Range Hebrides, Sept 30; D A
J Corbin — To MoD, Oct 5; PG H
Jepson — To be Comdt RAVC
Cen, Oct 16; J W M Ellery — To
JSDC, Oct 12; J C H Moorhouse -
To MoD, Oct 16; A J Rice — To
Joint Forces Ops Staff, Oct 12.

Lt Cols — J S Carter, RGJ - To
MoD, Sept 28; M Delf, REME - To
Electronics Br REME, Sept 28; J A
Flake, AGC (SPS) — To be Comdt
Army Women's Trg Cen, Oct 1; T
E A Hawkins, RRF — To be DA
Ghana, Sept 28; K Jackson, RE -
To HQ RSME, Sept 28; A C
Mieville, Queens — To MoD, Sept
28; T J O'Donnell, 10 GR - To
BMM SANG, Saudi Arabia, Oct 1;
J C M Swabey, AGC (ALS) - To
HQ Army Legal Gp UK, Sept 28;
M W M Warren, RE — To MoD,
Sept 28.

G A R Adams, AGC (ALS) — To
SHAPE Staff (BAE), Oct 5; J C
Campbell, REME - To MoD, Oct
5; P G Davies, RRW - To be
DA/NA/MA Bucharest, Oct 5; J
Goodsir, AAC — To AAC Cen, Oct
5: A J Griffin, RAChD — To be Sen
Chap (RC) HQ BAOR/HQ BRSC,
Oct6;GCJL Pearson, 7 GR-To
MoD, Oct 5; C M Steirn, RCT - To
be CO 7 Tk Tptr Regt, Oct 5; A J
Walsh, R Irish — To FG and IMRO
(N), Oct 5; C J Box, RAMC - To
MoD, Oct 19; K J Mcintyre-
Warnock, RAMC - To BMH
Rinteln as Admin Offr, Oct 19; S A
StJ Miller, RAMC — To HQ UKLF
as SO1 Med, Oct 12.

P S W F Falkner, LG — To be
CO LG, Oct 12; N H Hatton, ACC
— To be CO ASC, Oct 12; SC J
Hutchinson, RA — To be CO 12
AD Regt, Oct 12; G F Lesinski,
Gren Gds — To HQ Foot Guards,
Oct 12; C D Lunn, RA - To RSA
Larkhill, Oct 12; N P Parker, AAC
—Tobe CO 3 Regt AAC, Oct 12; R
G C Campbell, RCT — To be CO
29 Tpt and Mov Regt, Oct 12; H J
Quinn, AGC (SPS) — To RMCS,
QOct 16.

Retirements

Brigadiers — M G R Anderson,
late RA, Sept 30; G B L Campbell,
late RE, Sept 30; | W McLaughlan,
late SG, Oct 4, B Reeves, late
RAEC, Oct 14.

Colonels — G A Allen, late R
Signals, Sept 30; P D Bentley, late
RTR, Oct 1; R M Connaughton,
late RCT, Oct 1; G F V Cowell,
late RAOC, Oct 1; R H Dadswell,
late RCT, Sept 30; J Diffin, late
QLR, Oct 1; F J M Esson, late
AAC, Sept 30; | K Forward, late
RA, Sept 30; P S H Lefever, late

RA, Oct 1; E Lowndes, late RAPC,
Oct 1; R F McDonald, late RPC,
Oct 1; J N B Mogg, late RGJ, Sept
30; J F B Power, late RAPC, Sept
30; R | Reive, late RE, Sept 30; T
C K Ridley, late RAOC, Oct1; M G
Stythe, late RAEC, Sept30; JHB
Taylor, late RTR, Oct 1; K G

1993

@® Windsor School, Hamm,
Germany: Reunion for pupils/
teachers planned 1993. Contact
Bob Jordan, Greenacre,
Shepherds Lane, Compton Down,
Winchester, Hants SO21 2AB, for
details and newsletter.

@ RAOC footballers past and
present: RAOCFA will play its
last fixture under the corps flag on
March 31 and to mark the
occasion a reunion dinner will be
held at CAD Kineton in March.
Details from Maj Richard Attard
(Bicester Mil 3049) or Maj Ray
Goff (Kineton Mil 3492).

@ Bridlington Combined Ex-
Services Association: Reunion
weekend and conference, May

Turner, late R Signals, Sept 30; J
C Vernon, RAChD, Sept 29; M S
Wing, late WRAC, Oct 2; K
Woodrow, late R Anglian, Sept 30;
D J Wright, late REME, Sept 30.

Lt Col — R M Forsyth, RAMC,
Oct 23.

14-16. Details with SAE from
Ticket Secretary, 17 Hustler
Road, Bridlington, E Yorks after
January 1.

@ The El Adem Radio Service
(TEARS): Reunion on June 19 at
Stakis Country Court Hotel,
Northampton, to mark 35th
anniversary of first broadcast.
Ex-TEARS personnel based at
RAF El Adem between 1958 and
1970 are asked to contact John
Moir, 27 Wilton Drive, Horndean,
Waterlooville PO8 9QY (tel: 0705
595489).

@ Royal Canadian Regiment:
The regiment will hold its 110th
anniversary reunion in CFB
Gagetown, New Brunswick, on
June 25-27. Details from RHQ,
RCR, Wolseley Barracks, London,
Ontario, Canada N5Y 4T7.

® 2nd and 1st/7th Bns, The
Royal Warwickshire Regim-
ent: Members who took part in
the Normandy campaign from
D-Day to Falaise in August 1944
are asked to contact Area HQ
RRF, St John's House, Warwick
CV34 4NF, giving regimental
number, rank and appointment at
the time.

® Northumberland Fusiliers
Boys Football Team, April
1933: Mr G Prince, The
Gleanings, Magpie Hall Road,
Stubbs Cross, Ashford, Kent
TN26 1HF, has a photograph of
the team and would be willing to
send copies to families of those
involved: A Cousins, W Moir, W
Birnie, W Pickles, J Dickenson, W
Mowat, J Cutter, G Prince, K

Proctor, S Turner, J Hurst, T
Stobart and Bdsm J Spencer and
LCpl Tappenden.

® Christmas Island 1961-62:
Former colleagues of George
Snell, who as a corporal was i/c
RAOC Laundry attached to 73
Squadron RE are asked to contact
him at his new address, 36A
Blessington Road, Anfield, Liver-
pool, L4 ORZ.

@® LI Depot video: Mr D Storey,
66 Cartmel Road, Huyton,
Merseyside L36 3RZ, wishes to
contact anyone who videoed the
passing out parade of A Coy,
Calais Platoon at St John Moore
Barracks, Winchester, on January
12, 1990.

39



But what became of Spetsnaz?

AT ONE TIME Soviet
Spetsnaz groups were thought
to be dispersed around the UK
ready to go to work if hostilities
between the Allies and the
Soviets had broken out.

The scenario has changed
since then — but what of the
Spetsnaz force which was
thought to be in this country?
Are they still here or have they
been recalled by their masters?

Terry White’s Swords of
Lightning, which tells the story
of special forces around the
world, includes much about the
Spetsnaz force, but does not
answer the question.

While this is an interesting
read about the tough and clever
people who make up these
specialist outfits, Mr White has
seemingly been overtaken by the
speed of international change.

While the Spetsnaz may or
may not be still around, the
Special Air Service, the Special
Boat Section, the Green Berets
and many more certainly are
and this insight into the way
they operate makes fascinating
reading. - JM

Swords of Lightning by Terry
White. Brassey's, hardback,
£15.95.

Para RSM had last
laugh on snoopers

AS THE back-cover synopsis
of Brig Joe Starling’s Soldier
On! so casually informs the
reader, there cannot be too
many subalterns who have shot
their commanding officer.
The CO in question, who
happily survived, features in
one of many anecdotes, some
hilarious, some more serious,
culled from the author’s Army
career and beyond.
Commissioned from Sand-
hurst into the Suffolk Regim-
ent, he later transferred to the

Parachute Regiment, whose
regimental colonel he was in the
early 70s.

Later he served on the staff
of Gen Haig when he was
supreme Commander Allied
Powers in Europe and as
Deputy Commander South
West District. On retirement
he was a TAVRA secretary for
11 years and was appointed
Deputy Lieutenant of Avon in
1986.

At each stage he finds a story
or two well worth the telling,

Saga of the Burma

campaign simplifed

ERROL FLYNN once made a
film about the war in Burma.
The film raised fierce criticism
and memories of it persist.

Veterans of the Burma
campaign were outraged by his
screen antics in the Hollywood
jungles and Flynn never really
shrugged off the tag of the man
who won the war in Burma
single-handed.

In the aftermath of that
conflict with the Japanese and
the emotions it aroused, it was
not surprising that people
reacted in the way they did. But
for all that, filmgoers under-
stood the storyline even if they
recognised it as total rubbish.

Conversely many publica-
tions on the Burma war are too
detailed for readers to follow,
says David Rooney, author of
Burma Victory.

His story of the battles of
Imphal and Kohima in 1944
will, he suggests, pave the way
for readers to understand more
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complex books on the subject.

The picture is somewhat
blurred by the principal
players: Gen Bill Slim, com-
mander of the 14th Army; Maj
Gen Orde Wingate of Chindit
fame and US Gen “Vinegar
Joe” Stilwell. All strong
characters and, if history is
correct, hardly ever agreeing
about anything. Topping off
this trio was Mountbatten, later
Earl Mountbatten of Burma,
who was Commander-in-Chief
South East Asia from 1943.

But whichever way you view
the Burma story the fact
remains that it still arouses
much bitterness among those
who fought there. Fortunately
books such as this ensure that
the men of the 14th Army — the
Forgotten Army — will always
be remembered. - JM

Burma Victory by David
Rooney. Arms and Armour Press,
£17.99.

such as the time 1st Battalion,
The Parachute Regiment was
stationed in Berlin in the
mid-70s.

“Owing to the vagaries of
geography,” writes Brig Starl-
ing, “their Berlin barracks was
not only close up against the
Iron Curtain but part of it was
actually on what was technical-
ly part of the East German
territory.

“Two watchtowers had been
built into the famous Berlin
Wall which overlooked 1 Para’s
barracks and were the source of
particular activity, in the early
morning when the battalion fell
in for muster parade, appearing
to be manned entirely by East
German officers with high-
powered cameras.

“The RSM put up with this
for a few weeks and finally
produced a blackboard under
the charge of the Provost
Sergeant, which was angled at
the two watchtowers.

“After gerting his Parade
State from the companies, the
RSM would have the board
completed to show: THREE
MEN ON LEAVE. TWO
SICK. ONE IN THE
GUARDROOM. OTHER-
WISE ONE PARA ALL
PRESENT AND CORRECT.

“After a couple of days of
this the enthusiasm of the
communist watchers visibly
waned and their duty watch
returned to its normal comple-
ment.”

Not a conventional biogra-
phy, this — more a series of
entertaining and  thought-
provoking personal glimpses of
a colourful life. — CH

Soldier On! The Testament of
A Tom by Brig J G Starling.
Spellmount Ltd, softback, £9.95.

PUBLISHED on the 50th
anniversary of El Alamein, The
Imperial War Museum Book of
the Desert War 1940-42 tells
the story largely through the
experiences of those who took
part.

Under the overall supervi-
sion of Fd Marshal Lord
Bramall, chairman of the
museum trustees, editor Adrian
Gilbert has drawn on the
museum’s resources and de-
ployed memoirs, diaries, letters

and taped interviews to add
extra bite to his narrative.

Journalist Godfrey Talbot’s
impressionistic piece on Opera-
tion Supercharge, November 2,
1942, captures some of the
atmosphere:

“When we saw the armour
moving up it was an almost
ghostly sight. Tanks’ engines
roared and tracks squealed as
the column moved forward.
Black noisy shapes in the night,
each tank creating a choking

A

Gen Montgomery and other senior officers stand on a tank in the Western Desert to survey the battle area

Vivid images of the desert campaign

fog of dust as it moved through
the sand.

“You could hardly see them
in these clouds until they were
nearly on top of you. And so we
saw these strange dramatic
glimpses of the armed might of
the Eighth Army moving into
battle.”

A feature of this excellent
book is its record of the
Commonwealth forces’ experi-
ence, including a wealth of
hitherto unpublished material

KEITH DOUGLAS, a 22-
year-old junior officer with
Nottinghamshire  Sherwood
Rangers Yeomanry, comman-
ded a couple of Crusader tanks
at the battle of El Alamein.

He was just one of many
young men who took part in
that pivotal battle in the desert.
Many of his compatriots died
for their country.

He survived — if only for two
short years — to tell the tale in
Alamein to Zem Zem, an
everyday account of life and
death in one of the most
historic battles of all time.

His book was published in
1946 to much critical acclaim
.and has been re-published a
number of times since. Now, to
coincide with the 50th
anniversary year of the battle it
has been re-issued as a
paperback.

Here of course is the broad
outline of the battle, beginning
on October 23, 1942 with a
massive artillery bombardment
and effectively ending 12 days
later on November 4 with tanks

and infantry chasing the
retreating enemy back to
Tunisia.

from Australia. Another is the
extraordinarily good reproduc-
tion of photographs from the
museum’s collection, which
complement the immediacy of
verbal descriptions by front-
line soldiers and observers.
Also just published is Dance
of War: the Story of the Battle
of Egypt, an illustrated account
of the first battle of El Alamein
by Peter Bates, a New
Zealander taken prisoner dur-
ing the fighting in July, 1942

Personal
testament

But Douglas’s account is
much more personal - the story
of his part in the battle, much
of which he seemingly carried
out in his own way.

Doubtless battle conditions
allowed for instant, individual
decisions if those involved were
to survive.

It is a tale vivid with
descriptive  detail of the
experience of going into battle,
of being on the receiving end of
a barrage from the dreaded
88mm gun, and of the resulting
carnage of dead, dying and
injured men, the incessant flies,
sand and discomfort. The
reality of war.

Two years after Alamein,
Douglas was killed taking part
in the main assault on the
Normandy beaches. He was
just 24 years old. — JM

Alamein to Zem Zem by Keith
Douglas. Faber and Faber,
paperback, £6.99.

when “the few” of the desert
held Rommel at bay and almost
destroyed him. — CH

The Imperial War Museum
Book of the Desert War
194042 edited by Adrian Gilbert.
Sidgwick and Jackson, hardback,
£20.

Dance of War: The Story of
the Battle of Egypt by Peter
Bates. Leo Cooper, hardback,
£8.50.

Hitler’'s Mountain Troops by
James Lucas. Analysis of the
Second World War role of the
Gebirgsjaeger, from Norway to
Crete. Arms and Armour, hard-
back, £16.99.

Defence and the Media in
Time of Limited War edited by
Peter R Young. Papers delivered
to an international conference in
Australia in April 1991 include
views of the treatment of the press
by the military, and vice-versa, in
the Gulf, the Falklands and
Northern Ireland. Frank Cass and
Co Ltd, £30 (hardback), £14.50
(paperback).

Bitter tale of a Singapore scapegoat

NUMEROUS books have been
written about the fall of
Singapore, who was to blame
and the reasons for the defeat of
the Allied forces.

Fifty years after the event
George Chippington, who
served with the Ist Leicester-
shire Regiment and was among
those ordered to lay down their
arms and surrender to the
Japanese, tells a “‘simple
eye-witness account at grass
roots level of the fighting from
the Thai border to the suburbs

of Singapore.” Now in a
nursing home, Chippington has
put his book together with the
aid of diaries he kept while a
PoW for more than three vyears.

It is a story about those
whose job was not to reason
why, but simply to do or die.

As Chippington writes, the
island’s defenders did both.
Thousands of British soldiers
died, of whom 24,000 have no
known grave.

Churchill and many of the
military leaders do not come

out well in Chippington’s view.
A number of their actions and
decisions he considers to be
near treachery.

Revered at home for his
leadership and morale-boosting
flair, Churchill, it seems, did
not enjoy the same measure of
popularity with those at the
sharp end in Malaya.

Judgements attributed to
him and the actions of the top
brass whose leadership Chip-
pington describes as ‘“‘poor”
and “inadequate”, did not

appeal to the soldiers who were
later to see themselves as
scapegoats for the surrender of
Singapore.

At times this is a bitter and
sad story, especially his
description of throwing his rifle
down a well to prevent it falling
into the hands of the invaders.
It was then, he says, that he felt
he was no longer a soldier. - JM

Singapore: The Inexcusable
Betrayal, by George Chipping-
ton, Images, £14.95.
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SOLDIER MART

REGIMENTAL BROOCHES
Specialist can offer a large selection of antique
brooches dating from 1890s to 1940s. Are you
looking for a certain Regiment, perhaps long
disbanded? 1 may be able to help. Regret no
brochure available but please write with your

requirements 1o;

OIN'— OUTDOOR FABRICS
N\ Make your own equipment,
waterproof clothing, ski &
thermal wear from our PU Nylon, Cordura,
Cyclone, Pertex, Tactel, Fleece, including
DPM materials. Also webbing, buckles, zips,

and much more.

Fax: 0628 822503 14119 Holyhead, Gwynedd LLE5 1LB.

SALLY BOSLEY
55A HIGH STREET, MARLOW Send SAE 11x22cm for free catalogue
BUCKS SL7 1BA. Pointnorth (S) Ltd, 16/18 Newry Fawr,

NS

[F IT’S ROVER
IT":»

CALL THE HOTLINE

EPAULETTE
SLIDES

For officers or other ranks. With
or without unit designation.

S.A.E. for price list.

The Lancashire Pleating Co. Ltd,
Knowsley Industrial Park North,
Kirkby, Liverpool L33 7SA.

SCE

0367 241225

WORCESTERSHIRE
MEDAL SERVICE

Full size and miniature medals
supplied and mounted for wear

the waxed %/4 length padde

“a top of the range item”

or display. Send for full list of ‘phone 0380 728982
miniature medals, emblems, and talk to “Fatigues” of
clasps, etc. Devizes

(Tuesday—Friday incl.)

Trade, Unit and PRI shop
enquiries welcome

25 Golden Cross Lane, Catshill
Bromsgrove, Worcs. B61 0LG
Telephone (0527) 35375

Access/Visa welcome

“BATTLESBURY”

d

jacket in full MoD spec DPM

NS

GET
PROMOTION!

T-Shirts, Sweatshirts,

Polos, Rugby Shirts,

Hooded Tops, t‘*’ﬁ’
Singlets, s

T-s‘lmts .fwedrsmrrs
Poloshirts Sweaters
Base Ball Caps

Printed or Embroidered

ALPA SPORTS
PEPPEROYD STREET, OFF BATTYE STREET,
DEWSBURY,

WEST YORKSHIRE, WF13 1PA

Tel/Fax 0924 459736

Baseball Hats, Ties, ¥
Embroidered Badges

& Jumpers, Pennants,

Mugs, Sports Bags & Holdalls,
Jog/Track Suits & Shell Suits.

A S PROMOTIONS
Room 32, 94 Blackhorse Lane
London E17 6AA
e: 081

THE BRITOR BOOT

The new high-leg combat boot!
Lightweight, hard-wearing, resilient

Natural kip leather lining

Full. padded tongu

Full-gram

Dual-densaty
— double-impact
polyurethane sole

£49.85 UK £42.85 BAOR, both plus £3.15 p&p.
Sizes 612 (full sizes only). Also Cambrelle lined and ladies’ orders.
“BRITOR" is a registered trademark of Britorion Ltd. Moneyback guarantee.

To: BRITORION LTD, (SM), ALEXANDER HOUSE,
STATION ROAD, ALDERSHOT, HANTS GU11 1BQ
Please supply .................... pr(s) Britor Boots, size ........cc.ccc......

For despatch to:

Cheque/PO for £........c.cccneee. enclosed

NP
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Y Phone: 051-546 5161/2.

o

T-Shirts

Sweatshirts

Complete Design Screen Print EMBROIDERED & PRINTED

SPORTS & LEISUREWEAR

FOR THE PROFESSIONALS FROM THE PROFESSIINALS
Sweaters - Sweatshirts
T Shirts - Sports Shirts

Rugby & Hockey Jerseys
Shorts Socks & Ties

FULL DESIGN & PERSONALISED SERVICE
NO MINIMUM ORDER

JENKINS KNITWEAR
5 VERNON PLACE NORTHERN COURT
BASFORD NOTTINGHAM NG6 ODE
Tel: (Nottm) 0602 274469

) cominct

A-ONE DESIGNS

55 Brook Street, Chester
Tel: Chester (0244) 311028 J

HAND PAINTED
FIGURINES

White metal or plastic
military and historical
figures supplied and
hand painted to a very
high standard.
Mahogany bases,
display cases and
name plates available.

For further information

and colour photo send

£1.50 UK only to:

A J Richards, 24 Holtspur Avenue,
Wooburn Green, Bucks HP10 0BJ.

ADVERTISERS
why not fax
your ad
on
0252
347358

Tel: 0628 528894

1ef8
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x JOY'’S ROSES
+x
x * ORDER EARLY FOR CHRISTMAS
X A GIFT OF LOVE
X Fresh flowers sent daily from the nursery to any address in the U.K. or N. Ireland.
x Include your own special message to show that you have your loved-one in mind.
X Someone - somewhere is waiting to hear from you
12 ROSES Red/Pink (large) £13.85
¥ 24ROSES Red/Pink (large) £18.50
x 12 CARNATIONS Red/Pink/Mixed £12.50
40 FREESIA Mixed with fern £14.75
* JOY’S SPECIAL BOUQUETS
¥ Bouquet special mixed £22.50
x Bouguets/Pink Carnations/Freesia/Fern £16.50
Roses/Carnations/Freesia/Fern £17.50
4 Iris (Blue)/Carnations/Freesia/Fern £14.60
X Spray Carnations/Freesia/Fern £11.50
x MUCH REQUESTED CUDDLIES
SAMMY SEAL (Pure White)(Silver Beige) 27" long £22.65
¥« __ PINKY MOTHER PIG  (Pale Pink) 10" long £22.75
AND THREE PIGLETS (Pale Pink) 7"long E
LEQ THE LION (Brown/Gold, lying) 15" long £17.85
* THE PERSONALISED LOVING BEARS

EMBROIDERED WITH YOUR GIFT OF LOVE MESSAGE
FOR EXAMPLE
MARY'S TEDDY/RACHEL'S BEAR/WITH LOVE/ALL MY LOVE
LOVE DADDY/LOVE PHIL/LOVE TOM/LOVE MUM/LOVE MUMMY
No more than 12 letters per line (3 lines only). A space counts as a letter.
Choice of Coloured Jumpers: Dark Blue/Light Blue/Red

WINSTON BEAR (Beige. Jointed) D/Blue 19" high £27.80
WINSTON BEAR (Gold. Jointed) D/Blue 19" high £27.80
WINSTON BEAR (Gold. Jointed) D/B-L/B—Red 14" high £18.95
BREWSTER BEAR (Gold) D/B-L/B-Red 15" high £14.75
CHUBBY BEAR (Gold. Jointed) D/B-L/B—Red 11" high £14.75
BENJIE BEAR (Gold. Jointed) D/B-L/B—Red 94" high £10.00

Prices and order-forms available upon request. Prices include P&P + VAT
VISA, ACCESS and AMEX ACCEPTED —~ INCLUDE EXPIRY DATE
Please make cheque or P.O. payable to:
‘Joy’s Roses and Toys’, Flamingo, St Sampsons, Guernsey, C.l.
Telephone: (0481) 46708 Fax: (0481) 43406

L b A0 A0 20 20 &b 00 40 A0 A0 4 40 40 & 0 &b N A & A% 48 ¢
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The pictures below differ in ten details. Find
them and you could be £50 richer or win a new
book. Just circle the differences in the right hand
picture, cut out the whole panel, add your name
and address and send to HOAY 549, SOLDIER,
Ordnance Road, Aldershot GU11 2DU by Nov 20.
Do not include anything else in your envelope.

More than one entry can be submitted but
photocopies cannot be accepted.

The first correct entries drawn will be the
winners. No correspondence can be entered into.

The names of the winner of the £50 first prize
and two runners-up will be announced in the
December 14 issue.

Name: (Give rank or title) Address:

Competition No 546:
Congratulations to Mrs
H Hutchison, c/o B Sqn,
4 RTR, BFPO 36, who
wins £50. Book prizes go

to runners-up Mr Barry
Shanks, of Denny, Stir-
lingshire, and Cadet John
Davis, of Gloucester ACF.
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UK (0980) 43333

e German or UK delivery
® RHD or LHD programme
e Used Car Sales in Germany

e Demonstration Vehicles at
Super Savings

e Finance — dm. or Sterling

UNBEATABLE ==
SERVICE

VW AUDI_|

SOVEREIGN FREEPOST, Station Road, Tidworth, Hants. SP9 7BR

GROUP EXPORT
DIVISION

ONLY COST YOU

\S_

*(subject to status)

83 YEARS OF MOTORING

TO PERRY'S GROUP EXPORT DIVISION, BLACKPOOL ROAD,
VAUXHALL D CITROEN [C] NAME
UNIT ........................ FORD (]| PROTON [ rank UNIT
e ROVER (]| OTHERMAKES (] AppRESS
| am interested in .......... RENAUT (| usepcars [
Pc:un exd:ngcmh LANDROVER % LHD D
ntry of use LV
g i YPEUG%OT O gmNCE % APPROX DEL. DATE REQUIRED.
Germany/Berlin ~ 0130-44-96 ?:)S%:A El %RTUREXS(IJEH#EP?{E; . :g:ﬁ =
Holland 06-0229040 LOANS AVAILABLE

= 0772 7930"

IF YOU DON'T CALL £
PERRYS T CAN|

__EXPERIENCE & IT SHOWS!

- %
CASH BACK
£725 on Cavalier

£425 on 8V Calibra
£425 on Carlton
ALS

== Clving you the complete
M export sale treatment we

worries making your export
sale simple and worry free.

CALL US NOW OR
RETURN THE COUPON
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SITUATIONS VACANT =

RESETTLEMENT COURSE
ACCOMMODATION
PLYMOUTH
THE THREE TIERS
41 NORTH ROAD EAST
TEL: 0752 228483
Close to Poly South West + C.F.E.. rail
and bus stations. All rooms have satellite
TV. tea/coffee making facilities + full
central heating. Open all year. Full English
breakfast. Optional evening meal.

AIRLINE JOBS
Technicians, pilots. navigation, security,
helicopters, traffic control, supply, cargo,
engineers, admin, cabin staff, catering, UK,
Worldwide, 150 page guidebook £9.90.

JOBS AT SEA
UK, Worldwide, Men, Women, unskilled,
skilled, inexperienced, good pay, free
food’accommeodation, continual vacancies
on cruise ships, oiligas rigs, tankers,
merchants, ferries, trawlers, dredging,
diving, salvage, tugs, yacht crewing. Vital
information job pack £8.95.

SPECIAL OFFER: both guides £15.85
cheque or postal order to:

ARE YOU LEAVING?
A professional C.V. will get your
job application noticed.
Contact us for full details:

PREMIER C.V.s

27 Connaught Road, North End,
Portsmouth PO2 9BP
0705 698975 (24'"5) 13126

CV WE SPECIALISE
S INH.M. FORCES
Management, Administration,
Technical or Supply - all ranks.
High quality. Laser printed.
SERVICE-CY, Dept (A),
FREEPOST, Plympton,
PLYMOUTH PL7 3BR
TEL. 0752 344842 (24 hrs) .

Very reasonable rates. Marine Empl| t, 2nd Floor,
Your Hosts John & Glenws Saunders aritanic ouse, swanageaiis 1 -+ | | MILITARY CV SERVICES NEED A CV?
T The original CVSETWL‘E for HM Forces; For free details contact the
APPROVED established in 1984 specialists in CV production
3 Please mention SOLDIER when IY%U( cv wlgiﬂen by a former Army Officer and (FF%CSS 058%.)
i trial I M .S 1984,
14128 replying to advertisements &elisarb% s::gﬁggesﬁﬁgsggirem:c;an?Bof Sutton ggldfield
whom now hold good civilian jobs. Why not West Midlands.
St Ry
CENTRAL VOLUNTEER HEADQUARTERS RA 12 Water St, Stamford, Lincs PES 2NJ. -
RA SPECIALIST P?) oL (V) e o SERVICES *
BETTER JOB - LOWER COMMITMENT R e COMMODATION
- IFANADVERT ACCOMMODATION
CVHQ RA seeks ex-Regular and TA personnel, male and female, for PLYMOUTH

“THE RUSTY ANCHOR"” 30 GRAND PARADE

lS WRONG 9 TEL: 0752 663924

WHO P UTS ;Pni;ech.s 'f‘{f’l{’us:i‘;o (ea:c;)ﬁ‘e;. Eé:r;;aclk;'s:ﬂ'[;é_zg
rooms.

IT RIGHT?

Full English breakfast, dinner a}pﬁonal. Tourist board
We do.

approved.
The Advertising Standards

B&B FROM £11.50.
RESIDENT OWNER JENNY TURNER 17422
Authority ensures advertise-
ments meet with the strict

Code of Advertising Practice. SECURITY
So if vou question an OFFICERS

advertiser, they have to
answer to us REQU!RED

To find out more about the Former members of British
ASA. please write to Advertising Armed Forces required to serve
Standards Authority, as Security Officers in
Department X, CENTRAL LONDON
Brook Housc, Please apply with C.V. to:
Torrington Place, Box Number 221,
London WCTE THN. Soldier Magazine,
This space Is donaled in the Inlerests Ordnance Road. 1818

Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU.

employment as TA OPERATOR ARTILLERY INTELLIGENCE,
METEOROLOGICAL OPERATOR and RAPIER AIR DEFENCE
OPERATOR in the expanding RA Specialist Pool (V). Minimum
commitment (19 days), good pay and tax free annual bounty (currently
maximum £775).

For further information contact: Capt M I Weston RA (V), RA Barracks,
Woolwich, London SE18 4BB. Tel: 081-781 3422/3429. 1812

A PRIME BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

JOIN OUR TEAM OF DEDICATED SAMEDAY
EXPRESS COURIER FRANCHISES

We are a nationwide Sameday Express Courier Service, and we are now recruiting a
limited number of Franchisees to operate their local Postcode areas. For an investment of
ONLY £1000, you will receive: FULL Operating rights to YOUR own Area PLUS:

* Use of local rate phone number

* Full administration service (we will also handle all invoicing & debt collecting)
* Professional sales support

* Full training

If you feel YOU are the right person for this exciting opportunity, contact us now for full
details: TROJAN, 27/31 High Street, Kidlington, Oxon OX5 2DH, or call on 0865 841168
or FAX on 0865 841828,

Don’t miss out — limited areas — Contact us NOW!

Z

of high standards in adverlisemenis.

Leaving the Services?

Get back into
uniform as a

SECURITY
} OFFICER

BRrRIGADE PHYSICAL
TRAINING ADVISOR

We are looking for bright,
presentable and reliable people aged
between 19-60 to join our highly
trained team, working at prestigious
locations throughout the UK.

¢ Benefits include paid holidays,
sick leave, long service bonuses.

Accommodation available if required.

As part of the P&0O Group you enjoy
reduced price holidays, plus house
purchase reductions and low cost
insurance after a qualifying
period.

FOR FULL INFORMATION

PHONE STERLING

SECURITY SERVICES

Personnel Department, Unit 12/14
Sterling Industrial Estate,
Rainham Road South, Dagenham,
Essex RM10 8TA.

STERLING

Tel: 081-984 8099. X3
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The Royal Army of Oman has o vacancy for o Brigade Physical
Training Advisor in the rank of Warrant Officer 2. To qualify you
should be an ex-British Army APTC Warrant Officer, under 50 years
of oge.

You will be required to udvise on all physical and recreational
motters, supervise the PT, sport, adventure fraining and be
responsible for all PT, sport and recreational facilifies and equipment.

This is a uniformed contract appointment initially for 2 years,
Although designated unaccompanied, possibilities exist for extended
fomily visits.

Terms of service indude annual Pay in Omani Rials equivalent fo
Pounds Sterling £14,280. There is an end of contract gratuity of
20% of total pay received (both pay and gratuity are TAX-FREE and
fully remittable world-wide); free air-conditioned mess
accommodation and services; 60 days leove annually with 3 retumn
air possages and first class recreational facilities.

if you are inferested please write with your (V. quoting reference
number RAD,/044, to: Recruiting Officer (L), Military Attachés
Office, Embassy of the Sultonate of Oman, 64 Ennismore Gardens,
London SW7 TNH.

THE RovyaL ARMY oF OMAN




~ SCHOOL POOL

CASH’S NAMETAPES

DRAB
Mailed in 28 days from receipt.
3 doz (same name) £6.30 NAM E TAPES
6 doz (same name) £6.95 (IN SETS OF SIX TAPES)
12 doz (same name) £8.70
State RED/BLACK/BLUE/GREEN ANY QUANTITY SUPPLIED

S.A.E. FOR PRICE LIST.

The Lancashire
Pleating Co. Ltd,
Knowsley Industrial Park North,

Please enclose Cheque/PO
payable to Boddingtons.
Boddingtons Name Tapes
‘Doodles’, Cannons Lane

Hatfield Broad Oak *
Bishop’s Stortford, Herts Kirkby, Liverpool L33 7SA.
CM22 7HX 1417 Phone: 051-546 5161/2. 70

SOLDIER accepts no responsibility for the accuracy of
advertisements, or for any matters arising, or losses suffered
by readers as a result of an advertisement. Whilst SOLDIER
takes care to ensure that advertisements comply with the
British Code of Advertising Practice, the acceptance of an
advertisement for publication does not endorse that product
or service, and readers are advised that they should take
adequate precautions before sending any money, or entering
into any legally binding agreement. 8126

BEMBRIDGE SCHOOL

Bembrid%e. Isle of Wight PO35 5PH
Co-Educational Boarding & Day School

300 pupils Senior School 13-18
Separate Junior School 7-13

Small classes and emphasis on individual attention
Excellent teaching facilities with wide range of subjects
offered

Specialist help for children with dyslexia

Sailing, Golf Course, Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme
Beautiful coastal setting with 100 acres of grounds
Supervised transport to and from the Island

Further details and prospectus from
The Headmaster (0983) 872101

TO-DAY

* w

* % x ¥

OLD SWINFORD
HOSPITAL SCHOOL
STOURBRIDGE

Founded 1667

Full Boarding Fees £1800 per term

The School is Grant Maintained,

so no tuition fees are payable.

560 boys aged 11-18, mainly boarders.
170 in the Sixth Form.
Traditional academic education to University entrance.
'A' levels including Business Studies, Design,

Computer Science, Archaeology and Electronics.
: Entry at 11,13 or Sixth Form.

(About 100 of the boarders come from service families)
Study bedrooms for all Sixth Formers. Four new
Boarding Houses and new Technology centre. Wide
range of out-of-school activities including Cadet Force,
indoor Rifle Range, Squash Courts and a floodlit all

weather playing surface. - §i

If we may send you a prospectus or

you would like to visit the school
please phone the Admissions'

Secretary or write to: /

T

Tel: Stourbridge 370025

(A registered charity
which exists to provide 3
education for boys). "= 7 . =

LD SWINFORD Sl ;

HOSPITAL SCHOOL, oA ",:"“"-*'

Stourbridge, West Midlands, DY8 1QX. % 1 "TQ
AL

@ Parents are advised that schools
advertising in Service publications
do not necessarily have the
support or approval of the Ministry
of Defence. It is therefore essential
that parents ensure that a
particular school has the facilities
and accommodation suitable for
their child by visiting the school.
Help and expert advice on
boarding education can always be
obtained from the Schools
Advisory Section of SCEA situated
at the Director of Army Education,
Court Road, Eltham SE9 (Tele-
phone 081-854 2242 Ext. 4279 or

Able-WOVEN _Jd
12

Black on
White

100% Polyester Wash-Dry Clean £3 . 50

Tested and Approved to B.5.5742 1989
One line up to 30 woven letters/spaces

STATIONERY £15 200 8’ x 6" Printed
Sheets + 50 Plain + 100 Envelopes

Able-LABELS
NAME, ADDRESS, TEL. No.

or any words you need up 1o 6 Lines

1000 Self Adhesive Labels 19 x 40mm

Black on White Black on Gold

£3.75 £4.25

All Prices include Post/VAT. UK only.
PAYMENT with ORDER. Del. 14-21 days.
Steepleprint Ltd - Dept SO - Earls Barton

Eltham Military 4279). 15f2 NORTHAMPTON NN6 LS - & 0604 810781

FAX YOUR AD
ON 0252 347358

~ WARMINSTER SCHOOL

KEEPS THE FAMILY TOGETHER
# CO-EDUCATIONAL

DAY AND BOARDING
Junior School 5-12 years 150 pupils
Senior School 12-18 years 325 pupils
SIXTH FORM ENTRY AND SCHOLARSHIPS
AVAILABLE
Caring atmosphere. High quality staff and facilities
Prospectus and further details from:

The Master
WARMINSTER SCHOOL
Warminster, Wiltshire BA12 8PJ

Telephone
Warminster

(0985) 213038 NS I

GRAMMAR
SCHOOL

A Haberdashers' Company School founded 1656

YOUR SON'S EDUCATION can be
FIRST CLASS and AFFORDABLE

FULL BOARDING FEES £1200 per term

At Adams' Grammar School we combine a traditional grammar
school ethos with a modern curriculum, giving our 480 boys the best
of both worlds! Adams' is Grant Maintained so that your boy's
tuition fees are paid automatically by the Local Education Authority.

* Qutstanding academic and sporting results - over 80% of our
boys go on to Higher Education.

* Set in 125 acres of rural Shropshire with our own private fishing.

* Over half the Sixth Form take 'A' Level Mathematics and Physics.

* New Library & Resources Centre. Satellite receiver for French &
German. Funding for a Science/Technology Centre approved.

* Wide range of Team Games & Activities.

* Very strong music tradition * Entry at 11+, 12+, 13+ or Sixth Form

Our best prospectus is the School itself and the boys who come
here. To arrange a visit and obtain more information please
contact the Headmaster, Mr David Taylor.

ADAMS' GRAMMAR SCHOOL, NEWPORT,

SHROPSHIRE TF10 7BD
Tel:(0952) 810698 Fax: (0952) 812696

A registered charity which exists to provide education for boys




SOLDIER MART

A service for collectors of
British Army cap badges

PLEASE SEND SAE FOR LISTS TO:

Vanguard Badges, Dept S, Malvern House,
33, Albion Street, Birmingham B1 3EP

" Ploy it A,

LOST MEDALS

REPLACED IN RECORD TIME
FULL SIZE & MINIATURE
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE
WRITE OR PHONE FOR QUOTATION

RAYMOND D. HOLDICH
Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre
7 Whitcomb Street
London WC2ZH 7HA
Tel 071-930 1979

MIN ORDER ONLY 12
FREE DELIVERY

FREE DESIGN SERVICE \\\\ “SHir
JluANTIY DIsCOUNTS W
YOUR OWN DESIGN \

TEA TOWELS ;

THE FUN WAY SEHD NOW
TO RAISE FUNDS FUNDRAISER PACKAGE
DEPT. § CRAVEN ARMS SHROPSHIRE 5Y7 8DU.TEL: 0588 - 673444

THE TANK MUSEUM

LIMITED

THE TANK MUSEUM, BOVINGTON
CAMP, WAREHAM, DORSET BH20 6)G
Bindon Abbey (STD) 0929 405141

All leading makes of Model Kits of
AFVs in stock. Over 800 titles of books
on military subjects.

A Model Maker’s Paradise.
Write or 'phone for FREE Lists sr20

o VSIf

® English-made
sweat shirts
® T-shirts single

& multi- coloured
designs

® Embroidered
V-neck jumpers
also many other items

VISTA SPORTS LTD.

46

FAX YOUR AD
ON 0252 347358

BRUNO 4‘;”

A
THE MILITARY BEAR e "'\?
'Bruno' is a traditional 16" Bear, who comes dressed 4':
in Combat Kit, with face veil, webbing belt and beret K"F\\"‘
complete with your cap badge. ‘ \gsist/

'Bruno’ is currently available for all regiments and corps of the Bnn sh Army (less
Gurkha units).

*Jock' wears TOS : RHF white hackle. Royal Scots tartan patch; A & SH tartan
patch : Black Watch red hackle : QOH blue plume,Gordons & KOSB TOS only
(No badge available for Scottish Regts).

ACC Bear available in chef's whites, ACC beret.
U.N. Bear, desert combat kit, UN beret with UN badge or your own badge.

To order Bruno: Please send Cheques/P.O/Credit Card No. (incl. expiry date)
for £29.50 payable to 'POSTAL BEARS', name and address of person to receive
bear and your special message to:

mmmm POSTAL BEARS, Dept. D., 1/2 Barker Street, Shrewsbury SY1 1SB. B
24 hour telephone order service (0743) 241962 FAX: (0743) 232112

WE’LL GIVE YOU THE CREDIT FOR BEING WELL DRESSED

INTEREST FREE
CREDIT

B =

)

UNIFORMAL

For Warrant Officers and Sergeants of most Corps:

JACKET TROUSERS WAISTCOAT
CHEVRON DRESS SHIRT BOW TIE

£259.00....

For a quotation for your Regiment or Corps please contact us (see below)

UK: Van Dungie, Meynell Avenue, Rothwell, Leeds L526 ONU. Tel 0532 826102. Fax 0532 821457.
BAQR: Tel (0571) 47909 6.30pm-9.30pm Mondays-Fridays or answerphone other times.
Fax (0571) 40047. (For credit card orders the UK numbers give fastest despatch of goods)

TO YOUR OWN DESIGN »
T-SHIRTS
SWEATSHIRTS
POLOSHIRTS
RUGBY SHIRTS

SWEATERS
BASEBALL CAPS

For free full colour brochure and
information pack from the UK’s
leading supplier to H.M. Forces
contact:

TEES TOTAL

WESTMEAD INDUSTRIAL EST,
WESTMEAD DRIVE, SWINDON,

WILTSHIRE SN5 7YT.

TEL:(0793) 695766
FAX:(0793) 514165




SOLDIER MART

BEST PRICES
& DELIVERY
FREE DESIGN
SERVICE

ties

28 HIGH STREET, MERSTHAM
SURREY. RH1 3EA

THE BRITISH ARMY
POCKET GUIDE

1992 Edition Now Available
(includes *‘Options for Change”)
A complete handbook on the
organisation, tactics and equipment
of today's British Army. Essential
reading for all military professionals.

Price £4.50 includes P&P.
From: R & F, 1/2 Barker Street,
Shrewsbury SY1 1SB. Please make

cheques/POs payable to R & F
(Military Publications). 178

kTel:ﬂ?S? 645113 Fax:o?S?EdSBBZJ

MemoFile

Military Accounting Systems
Printers to HM Forces

Catalogue and Price List
on request

MemoFile Military Systems
CHURCH HOUSE
CHURCH STREET
LONDON EI5 3JA

Telephone: 081-534 3851
Fax: 081-555 7567

EMBROIDERED

SWEATERS

SCOTTISH LAMBSWOOL OR ACRYLIC.
SWEATSHIRTS, SPORTSHIRTS, RUGBY
SHIRTS & BASEBALL CAPS.

ALSO

EMBROIDERED BADGES -
SUPERB QUALITY — MIN 25
TIES - WOVEN (MIN 52) OR PRINTED (MIN 36)
SCREENPRINTED T's OR SWEATS (MIN 30)
BLAZER BADGES (MIN 10). ENAMEL BADGES (MIN 100)
WRITE OR PHONE FOR FREE BROCHURE

[
S 7126

Partkil Bay, Kilcreggan
Dunbartonshire

Tel: (0436 84) 2581/2716
Fax: (0436 84) 2854

INCLUDES

MICHAEL JAY
Exclusive HANDCUT'
TAILORING
Our UNBEATABLE
MESS DRESS “

offer

% 14 Daydespatch
or

% 48hr.despatch
EXPRESS service

% Lowest prices

« Highest quality

* Bestfit

% Best payment terms
Local agents to measure in most areas
UK and abroad including Berlin

Please telephone:
Stowmarket 0449-766088

As our customers say

"The service is simply UNBEATABLE’
VIOLET HitL ROAD, STOWMARKET, SUFFOLK

MILITARY INSIGNIA!

NICHOLAS MORIGH - THE REGALIA SPECIALIST
Britain's foremost supplier of full size cloth
and metal military insignia of ail services
and countries including

United States — Great Britain — Third
Reich Germany -~ France — Soviet Union
- ltaly - Victorian — WWI - WWII -
Vietnam — Current
The Nicholas Morigi — The Regalia
Specialist full colour catalogue is now
available. Over 2,500 items including
insignia, medals, hats, belts and buckles
are listed and illustrated in full colour in the

64 page glossy catalogue.

To receive a copy of the colour catalogue,
please send a £4.00 Cheque or Postal
Order (£5.00 Overseas) made payable to
Nicholas Morigi at:

Nicholas Morigi -The

Regalia Specialist (Dept §), '

14 Seacroft Road, . L
Broadstairs,

KentCT101TL.

Tel: 0843 602243 4

Fax: 0843 603940 13t30 L

Sorry! Mail order only. Callers by appointment only.
Trade enquiries on business paper welcome.

S i S SR S e S

LOANS

CLEAR EXISTING UP TO DATE LOANS, HP,
CREDIT CARDS INTO ONE LOWER REPAYMENT,

CASH SPARE, CARS, FURNITURE, HOLIDAYS.

— Mo security required — Tenants welcome — No interviews, all asranged by post.

— Discreet, Confidential service - Good benefits if you want to settle your loan early
For quotes, written details and free advice phone us now or keep this advert for future use.
Phone 0929-423925. 9am-9pm 7 days (from overseas 0044-929 423925).

NORSTAR FINANCE

Licensed by the Office of Fair Trading as Lenders and Brokers

Tenants and
Homeowners weicome

£1,000-£10,000

H ¥ K H H H K K

z
«

ADVANCED CAR EXPORTS
for TAX-FREE or TAX-PAID

PEUGEOTS

AT THE

LOWEST POSSIBLE PRICES!
CONTACT: STAN BATEMAN
£2 (LONDON) 081-9 500 500 OR WRITE TO:
ADVANCED CAR EXPORTS
53A HIGH ROAD, BUSHEY HEATH, HERTS WD2 1EE (UK)

SREAVES

ARUIREE
PROMOTIO

OUR ARMY
SALES REP-
TRACEY FIRTH
0746-34563

<
S

ALL OF THESE WITH
YOUR VERY OWN DESIGN.

SEND NOW FOR YOUR FREE

COLOUR CATALOGUE!

Rodney Road,Fratton Industrial Estate,
Portsmouth,Hampshire,PO4 8SY.
Telephone(0705)822436. Fax(0705)293558

i< ) Q
AFOA PR SR AP

]\Fon EMBROIDERED OR SCREEN PRINTED.....
A,
z ‘.’)Q' (¥ & i 9D
&

S

<

Complete your
kit with

SOLDIER

Order your copy from your
newsagent today!

Ortake outan
annual subscription
£19.30 UK, £11.50 BFPQ,
£25.30 overseas.

Soldier Magazine subscriptions
Ordnance Road, Aldershot,
Hants GU11 2DU.

Tel: 0252 347353
or Aldershot Mil 2353

118
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“Britain’s leading supplier of kit to the professionals”

GENUINE DANNER BOOTS

COMPARE OUR PRICES - FULL DANNER GUARANTEE

All Danner boots are lined with Gore-Tex, Cambrelle and insulated with 3M Thinsulate lining except
Acadia Uninsulated and Ranger.

oA ik

T

:J}ﬁ e O s A ' i ; o R
DANNER ACADIA DANNER OLYMPIC DANNER FORT LEWIS
Leather/cordura lighter than all All leather construction 8" boot to Developed with the Fort Lewis Go
leather. Selected by L.A. Swat team. keep feet warm and dry. £164.99 Devils. All leather construction.
Insulated £144.99 X T S e £184.99

Uninsulated £139.99

Y

i Al i
DANNER RANGER
Same as Acadia uninsulated but has
a flat ribbed sole for urban use. e T 5 :
£139.99 2
BRITTON BOOTS (GO FAST) WATERPROOF HIGH BOOTS F/S
The very latest hi leg waterproof boot. Slight factory seconds, all leather, waterproofed.
Leather Lined £44.99 ; DMS sole. Genuine issue combat boot.

Cambrelle Lined £54.99 Factory seconds £26.99

o

g . iy ¢ AL il 2 i e A 3 5T
BLACK DMS SERVICE SHOE AMMO BOOTS
Service shoe with DMS sole and Toe cap. Genuine issue Ammo Boots.
New £26.99 Brand new triple soled and studded.
Factory Seconds £17.99 £62.99
@® Sorbothane Insoles/Foot Beds £11.99 ® Jungle Boots USA genuine £47.99
® Compeed (for blisters) £2.99 @® USA Speedlace C/Boots genuine £59.99
® Dubbin £1.99 ® Gulf Patt. Desert Boots hi leg £39.99
® Parade Gloss £0.90 ® Short Desert Boots £25.99
® Paralaces £1.99 ® German Para Boots £25.00
® Socks Combat £2.99 ® Goretex Socks (Berghaus) £29.99
@ Arctic Socks £4.99 @ Officers Shoes £39.99
® PLCE Bergans £134.99 @ Sleeping bags, new patt. Phone
® PLCE webbing (full sets) Phone @ Hi-Tec Trail L/Wt Hiking Boots £29.99
@® Para Smocks £62.99 ® PTI Tops (old patt) new £29.99

(POST & PACKING £2.80 ON ANY SIZE ORDER) ABOVE IS A SMALL SELECTION OF KIT AVAILABLE

PHONE 071-790 5257 FOR FREE CATALOGUE PHONE 071-790 5585 FOR INFORMATION
PHONE 0717-900-900 FOR CREDIT CARD ORDERS

SILVERMAN’S (DEPTS)

MILE END, LONDON E1 4PS
Personal callers Mondays-Fridays 9-5 & Sundays 10-1pm

“Britain’s Leading Supplier of Kit to the Professionals” Ns




SOLDIER MART

BADGES, PLAQUES AND TIES

ALL PRICES ARE INCLUSIVE
Hand-made BLAZER BADGES in fine wires & silks — £12.00
Hand-painted WALL PLAQUES - £18.50 & CAR BADGES - £16.00
Regimental Ties— STRIPES - £6.00 CRESTS & R.A. FLASH - £7.50
PLEASE SEND S.A.E. FOR OUR PRICE LIST
D. J. PARKINSON (DEPT. S)
186b LEWES ROAD, BRIGHTON BN2 3LD.
Tel: Brighton (0273) 686877 (a.m. only) us

MILITARY BOOKS

** Antiquarian and Out of Print Books™*
**Specific titles located**
x*Send 60p stamps for 28 page catalogue**
NORMAN W. COLLETT
PO Box 235, London SE23 1NS

081-291 1435 1o15

REGIMENTAL WATCHES

WITH YOUF{CHEST IN ANY/FULL COLOUR(S), FOR THE SAME PRICE

Quartz movement, Gold plated case
Stainless steel back, Date, Sweep second hand,
Leather strap, Water resistant
Presentation boxed.

PRICES FROM £25.75 DELIVERED

MESSKIT PRODUCTS
P.0. BOX 20
EVESHAM, WORCS. WR11 4YY
TELEPHONE 0386 - 443852

RAMNGERS
TAX FREE CAR SALES
PEUGEOT

* Finance — dm. or Sterling
* Delivery in UK and Germany

Special Offer on
405 saloons
309 GTlIs and 605 saloons

H.Q. (0980) 53434/53427
Rick Barton 0264 790538 (After Hours)
Place in envelope for security and post to: Rangers TMS
Rangers Garage, FREEPOST, Durrington, Salisbury, Wilts
SP4 8BR England. (No stamp required)

POST THIS COUPON FOR OUR FREE INFORMATION PACK

INAME ANBTRANK ... . eieiisiieesnsnnissanscesissnsiressvsussissisinsags tormissing
A ESE R eres e .

| am interested in ..........
Part aXcHange detalIE. . ..uirirstirs hismsrioos i av s sosi sfabsiagiins sipnvitiasno
COURMEY - OF USE. s i saionu i iin s sty s i pdesw iV asvissisniiaaiedsimivendsasni disssinasieds

CLASSIFIED

REPLIES. To reply to a pen pal, write
a letter and send it to Soldier Magazine
at the address below. The Box number
must be CLEARLY written in the
TOP LEFT CORNER of the envelope.
Replies will not be forwarded after
three months from the cover date of this
issue.

A pen pal advertisement costs
£11.75. Send your details (max-
imum 35 words) and a cheque or
postal order for £11.75, payable to
**Soldier’”, to the address below.
The advertisement will appear in
the first available issue and all
replies will be forwarded. ata

All correspondence to: Pen Pals,
Soldier Magazine, Ordnance Road,
Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU.

I need someone to write to me, all I
get is bills. I'm 21, 5’8", brown hair,
blue eyes, single, completely mad and a
nurse. All this and more. Who could
refuse! P335

Hi, I'm Paula, 37 and lonely. Are you a
35+ serviceman, kind and loving, who
could restore my faith in mankind in
return for tender loving care? If so, you
are the man for me. P336

Soldier, Soldier, will you write to me,
with your paper, envelope and pen? So
off you go to your sergeant’s desk, write
a note of the very best. I wait for your
replies to come through. P337

Hi, I'm Teresa. Searching for a pen pal
aged between 25 and 35. I am 26, 5’2",
blonde with blue eyes. Hope to hear
from you soon. P338

Single lady seeking pen pals. 26, slim
with brown hair and brown eyes. Legal
secretary. Likes photography, reading,
cinema/films/videos, home entertain-
ing, travel and watching sport. Own
home and three cats to support. P339

Fun loving female seeks unattached
bandsman, 20-30, for long term
friendship/relationship. Must have a
great sense of humour. P340

Two Pen Pals wanted for 2 females in
Hertfordshire. Like rock music? write
to Charlie (26). Like 50’s music and
Kraftwerk? write to Paula (28). P341

Clare 23, wishes to write to men (not
boys) of 23+; no wrinklies please.
Passions include Guinness, fitness and
living life by the seat of my pants. A
taste for adventure? Then get
scribbling! P342

Australian Uni student. My name is
Debbie, I'm 19, in the Army Reserve,
love music, travelling and life in
general. I would like a pen pal (reliable
please) in the British Services. All
letters answered. P343

Lady, 38 years old, would like
someone to write to. Good sense of
humour appreciated, and needed if you
reply! Home or away, I promise to
answer all letters. P344

Hi, my name is Gina. I’'m 23 years old
and my interests include hiking,
writing, cinema. I like various types of
music. I'll write to anyone of any age.
All letters answered. P345

My name is Pat, I'm 36 and would like
to have a Pen Pal. I'm very outgoing
and friendly. I love music and going
out. Come on, make my day and write
to me. P346

Hi, I'm Louise, a 20-year-old fun
loving blonde who enjoys socialising,
travelling and drinking. So if you're a
single soldier, 21+, get writing to me.
All lerters answered. P347

Penzance, Cornwall - home with an
income — 7 letting bedrooms plus 2
bedrooms owner accommodation. Close
to seafront. £150,000. Ring 0736 63378.

35-43

Run your own

ARMY SURPLUS
BUSINESS

Interested?

Write to Box No 217,
Soldier Magazine,
Ordnance Road,
Aldershot GU11 2DU 7

Profitable easily run business, ideal for
husband/wife team. Attractive detached
residential care home in East Yorks.
Village location but closely populated
area. Established 10 years. Registered
for 19. T/o £3,000 per week. Currently
management operated. Owner’s accom-
modation possible. Genuine retirement
sale £385,000. Write: P.O. Box 17,

Halstead, Essex CO9 1SG. TIC
Secure your future with low
investment (£10 monthly). Large

earning potential opportunity, not
selling. Write for invitation to
informative seminar in your area. Brian
Cass, 8 York Crescent, Billingham,
Cleveland TS23 1AS. 41-43

Newsagent, Confectioner, Tobaccon-
ist, in south Bucks commuter village.
2/3 bedrooms, lounge, kitchen, garden,
garage, W N Bill £1,300 T/O £4,000
p/w average. Currently run by husband
and wife, one part-time assistant.
Certified accounts available. Hands on
training can be given. £65,000
leasehold. Please tel 0494 875540 after
6pm. 43-45

Well equipped West Wales Health and
Fitness Club for sale. Established ten
years. The club is a going concern with
growing membership. For further
information, apply in writing to Box
219, Soldier Magazine, Ordnance
Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU.

Cary |

1984 Volvo Turbo estate. Left hand
drive, 80,000km. Leather seats, electric
windows and wing mirrors, radio
cassette player, 4 speakers. MOT.
Serviced by Volvo. Excellent condition.

Contract 0903 203329  after 1
November. 4392
Montego Mayfair 2.0L 1986 (D).

38,000 miles. Gold, factory sun roof,
electric windows, central locking, radio

cassette. Tax and MOT. Excellent
condition. £2,800. 0252 331384
(Aldershot). TC

| Entertainment

Stardust Disco Roadshow. stereo
sounds, video show. Music for all age

groups, all functions catered for,
popular with Army since 1979. Ring
Doug on 0252 330504. TC
| ForSale |

SOLDIER MAGAZINE - MAKE SURE
YOU GET YOUR COPY REGULARLY -
ONLY £19.30 FOR A YEAR'S SUBSCRIP-
TION IN UK, £11.50 BFPO, ELSE-
WHERE £25.30 OVERSEAS (SURFACE
MAIL), SOLDIER MAGAZINE, SUB-
SCRIPTIONS DEPT, ORDNANCE
ROAD, ALDERSHOT, HANTS GUI11
2DU.

(Cheques to Soldier). 4129
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Substantial detached

Warminster.
three bedroom house in third acre of
ground. Non-estate location within
town. Mature attractive garden and
poultry pen. GSH, garage. En-suite
master bedroom, balcony. £85,000.

0985 219406.

Pretty three bed cottage, semi-
detached, in a quiet village. Large
garden, summer house, shed. 0258
73900 or 72712 (evenings). £56,950.
Sherborne (Dorset) area. 43-45

Near Andover, Hants. 5 mins to HQ
QMG, delightful recently converted 2
bed mews with front garden in quiet
location. Living/dining room with
private patio, fitted kitchen, utility
room, garage, parking, GCH, low
ourgoings. £67,950. Vendor to pay
stamp duty. Tel: 098064 411 weekends
or 071-486 6347 evenings. Viewing
highly recommended. 4392

3r-a41

Lancashire, immaculate 3 bedroom
detached ex-showhouse near Blackpool/
Preston. Fully fitted kitchen, bath-
room. All bedrooms fully fitted.
Landscaped gardens front, side and
rear. Full GCH. Includes coordinated
carpets and curtains, light fittings plus
£1,000 security system. £75,000 ono. A
dream come true. Available Jan 93.
WO2 Cock, 0952 244810 or Donning-
ton Mil 2109.

P

CV’s produced from £18, Letters of
Application drafted, Interview Techni-
ques & Promotion Board Guide — £10.
Quality work from a professional.
Phone Stuart Carter on 061-903 9091
for an information pack. 4145

4392

Prmtmg Draw Tickets — Low, low
prices. All forms of Unit, Club, Mess
and personal stationery, Reasunable
prices. Ring for a free quote.
Servisprint 0305 835150 or Fax: 0305
834692, 39,93
Loans £1,000-£10,000. No deposit. No
security requ:red Tenants welcome.
Cars, home improvements, furniture,
clear loans, HP, credit cards, cash
spare. Norstar Finance, 0929 423925.
9am-9pm 7 days. 41-43
Home movies transferred to video,
video tapes copied. American/Canadian
and Foreign videos converted to British
system. Insured mail order service.
VTS Video, 121 Winston Avenue,
Poole, Dorset BH12 1PD. Tel: 0202
716652 or 669303.
[_Ssituations
PERSONAL ASSISTANT TO MD:
Past experience in the WRAC/WREN/
WRAAF/RMP with movement and
transport issues would be a plus point;
Antwerp (Belgium) based; frequent
travel required; must be willing to
learn, strong character combined with a
good sense of humour essential. This is
not a 0900 to 1700 hrs job, salary and
benefits (company car etc) open for
discussion with the right candidate. If
you like a challenge then send your
Curriculum Vitae + picture to Mr
Daniel Yates, YSA Management
Services Ltd, Elisabethlaan 46, 2600
Antwerp, Belgium.

Nanny 22, seeks position Colchester/
elsewhere with army family. 2'2 years
experience with CO’s family (BAOR).

Non smoker. Box No 220, Soldier
Magazine, Ordnance Road, Aldershot,
Hants GU11 2DU. 4345

CLASSIFIED

| \ented = |

Guards items required by private
collector. Certain bearskins, officers
and o/r to complete collection. Very
good prices paid. Mike Gray 0943
831009 anytime. 29-47

Envelopes etc. sent by United Nations
soldiers to Britain. I am a private
collector. Please call Willem Put, 0734
835405. 3943

Gulf War militaria bought by
historian, e.g. badges, propaganda
leaflets, photographs, printed
ephemera and souvenirs etc.,
Laurie Manton, c/o Soldier Maga-
zine, Ordnance Road, Aldershot,
Hants GU11 2DU. T

Honda “Monkey Bike” 250A-250] or
similar. Anything considered 0234
870869 (Hi Neil & T!). TIC

Wanted by collector, all the new
badges resulting from recent and
proposed amalgamations. Will purchase
or exchange for military badges. F
Whittle, 39 Foxholes Lane, Redditch
B97 5YT. 39-45

SOLDIER accepts no responsibility
for the accuracy of advertisements,
or for any matters arising, or losses
suffered by readers as a result of an
advertisement. While SOLDIER
takes care to ensure that advertise-
ments comply with the British Code
of Advertising Practice, the accept-
ance of an advertisement for
publication does not endorse that
product or service, and readers are
advised that they should take
adequate precautions before
sending any money, or entering into
any legally binding agreement. sis

SOLDIER
ADVERTISERS

GET

RESULTS

FOR DETAILS
OF DISPLAY
and
CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING
RING
ALDERSHOT
0252
347352

ELEh

Classifieds
make
advertising
make sense

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

ADDRESS ..........ccooninninnes

CLASSIFIED HEADING ............cccvnverncnnnene R AnsassusRabesesasasarassryannynayary NamazsuSsesesdsisuesantanaanrenssrery nrsuntaamsansvischsuisariasaeRiaess
1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10
1 12 13 14 15
16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30

If you need more space, please use a sheet of plain paper and attach firmly to this form

.. WORDS AT 20p B ook asisaininase

TOTAL COST PER INSERTION

X NUMBER OF INSERTIONS.........ccococvvrenne

N i ) e o e e e e

AMOUNT ENCLOSED

BOX NUMBER IF REQUIRED £2.00 PER THREE INSERTIONS

COST: 20p PER WORD, MINIMUM CHARGE £4.00 PER INSERTION, VAT AT 17.5% MUST BE ADDED.
NB:NAME AND ADDRESS/PHONE NUMBER SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN COST
ALL CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS MUST BE PREPAID AND WILL BE INSERTED IN THE FIRST AVAILABLE ISSUE.

Send to: CLASSIFIED ADS, SOLDIER, ORDNANCE ROAD, ALDERSHOT, HANTS GU11 2DU
CHEQUE/PO No.......... S AT o e e (Made payable to Soldier)

‘A4
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Volunteers Pocket Book. 2nd Edition.
Now 224 pages. Acknowledged as
“Second to None”, packed with
invaluable info for all soldiers. Supplied
with plastic wallet cover. Price £4.75
each, inc p&p (UK). The SA 80/LSW
— Skill At Arms Shooting. 88 pages.
The definitive ‘Run Down’ on the
weapon system, plus Training Tests,
Shooting Skills and APWT conditions —
Pass first time. A greart aid for every
soldier. Fits into Volunteers Pocket
Book Plastic Wallet. Price £3.25 each,
incl p&p (UK). Special terms for bulk
orders. Both books available direct
from:- Military Pocket Books, PO Box
28, Leven, Beverley, North Humber-
side HU17 SLA. Tel: 0964 542878. sas2

For quality Scottish products like
Bagpipes, bagpipe accessories, practice
chanters, reeds, plaids (shawls), kilts,
spats, balmorals, glengarries, hackle
feathers, waist and cross belts, bugles,
drumsticks, drummer’s aprons, music
card pouches etc. Hand embroidered all
kinds of badges, sashes, family crests,
clan crests, flags, bagpipe banners and
all other items. Scottish/Irish and
Masonic jewellery such as waist belt
buckles, cap badges, collar insignias,
brooches, buttons, kilt pins. Write
required items to Tango Trading Co,
4/369 — Mori Gate, Sialkot — 51310,
Pakistan. 4392

Cap badges, regimental ties, blazer
badges, medals, insignia. Send 50p for
list to: Cairncross (Dept S), 31 Belle
Vue Street, Filey, North Yorks YO14
9HV.

43-21
Cricketing Greats. Three superb
hour-long audio cassettes. Denis
Compton, Trevor Bailey, Brian

Statham recall their golden careers in
conversation with BBC commentator
Ralph Dellor, £7.49 each. Any two
£14.50. All three £21.50. Gary Mason:
Fighting For Life. The former British
heavyweight champion tells his own
story, £6.89. Bob Collard’s Garden of
England. A tape full of tips from the
popular BBC gardener, £5.99. All
prices include VAT and p&p.
Cheques/POs only, payable to: RSVP
(Recorder Sound & Vision Projects),
PO Box 39, Sheerness, Kent. Tel: 0795
874075. 4345

Original 3rd Reich Medals and general
militaria, bought and sold. Send large
s.a.e. for free list to: N Jones, 127a
Pinner Road, W Harrow, Middlesex
HAI 4EU. 4392

Foreign Legion T-shirts, Legion Paras
Hunter Group/Legion Para Comman-
dos: White, Green, Blue or Sand £7.95.

Sweatshirts £14.95. Legion colour
Recruiting Poster £5.00. Legion
recruiting  Video  Colour/English

£12.95. Legion Commando training
Video £12.95. Legion Paras marching
songs, cassette £6.95. Legion battle
songs, cassette £6.95. Rhodesian
T-shirts: 1st Coy Commando Rhode-
sian Light Infantry/Selous Scouts/Greys
Scouts/Support Commando RLI/Spe-
cial Forces/Sniper £7.95. Sweatshirts
£14.95 (White, Green, Blue or Sand).
Rhodesian Army colour recruiting
poster £5.00. Troopie songs £6.95.
Video — Selous Scouts war in Rhodesia
£12.95. Aussie SAS Training Video
£12.95. Waffen SS Marching Songs
£6.95. US Army ‘Trooper’ quartz wrist
watches £29.99. US M3 Combat Knives
by Camillus £89. Please add £1.50 p&p
per order. Hill (S), 3 Malthouse Road,
Crawley, W. Sussex RH10 6BE. Please
allow 28 days for delivery. 1oz

Military Books. Thousands in stock
including new; secondhand and many
new books at less than half-price. Send
£2 in stamps for one year’s supply of
catalogues. Ray Westlake-Military
Books, 53 Claremont, Newport, Gwent
NP9 6PL. 17-05

Solid Brass Statuettes WWII and
modern soldiers, regimental shields,
plaques and key rings. For price list
send sae to: Austin Farina, Black Horse
Cottage, Gorcott Hill, Beoley, Worcs
B98 9EU. Tel: 0527 852831. 33.47

SOLDIER CALENDAR 1993. NOW
AVAILABLE. Contains full colour
photographs of today’s Army in action,
taken by SOLDIER photographers
over the past year. It includes REME at
The Tower of London, The Household
Cavalry, The Royal Engineers and The
Worcestershire and Sherwood Foresters
in Cyprus, The Duke of Edinburgh’s
Royal Regiment in Seattle, The Army
Air Corps in Northern Ireland, The
King’s Troop RHA, The Scots Guards
at Holyrood Palace, plus other Corps
and Regiments. It costs just £4.50 UK,
£4.00 BFPO, £4.50 overseas surface
mail and £6.50 overseas airmail. Send a
cheque or postal order, payable to
SOLDIER to: Soldier Magazine
Calendar, Ordnance Road, Aldershot,
Hants GU11 2DU. 49192

Sleeping Bags military green 2lb 6oz
£54. Windproof smocks £77. Para
Smocks £56. Helly Hansen Field Jacket
£52. Matterhorn Boots and more. For
full lists send 36p sae to: John Bull
Military Clothing (S), 12 Littlethorpe
Park, Ripon HG4 1UQ. 0765 604071.
Supplied to PRIs. Visa/Access wel-
come. kYA

Complete bagpipe band instruments
and uniform needs, embroidered
badges, banners, metal collector badges
etc. Send your enquiries to: Geoffrey
Enterprises, Railway Road, Sialkot,
Pakistan. Catalogue free on request.
35-49
Hand embroidered quality wire blazer
badges. Send design for sample and
quote. Gemini Insignia Company, 4/477
Khawajgan, Gujrat, Pakistan. 3301

Regimental Jewellery. Royal Army
Ordnance Corps “Cypher” style
officer’s ladies’ brooches in 9ct gold,
£130 including VAT. Other regiments
quoted for. Diamond brooches avail-
able for several regiments at very
competitive prices indeed. Special “one
off” enquiries welcome. J. M.
Bickerton, Manufacturing Jewellers, 13
Vyse Street, Birmingham BI8 6LE.
Tel: 021-551 7366. Fax: 021-233 9312.
TC

H. W. Slimm & Sons (Margo Sports)
Catalogues and price lists for military
clothing and equipment available to
PRI shops and units. Unbelievable! Ask
for a brochure and see. 30-44 Shilton
Road, Barwell, Leics LE9 8HA. Tel:
0455 843730 Fax: 0455 840218. 39-47

Helmet Plates, cap badges, shoulder
titles, collar dogs, over 2,500 in stock.
No restrikes. 24 page listing S0p.
Shotton, 7 Peak Road, Clanfield, Hants
PO80QT. 23-13

Wire blazer badges for armed forces,
clubs and regiments, uniform regalia,
embroideries and accoutrements, ties,
medals, buttons, pennants and flags.
Contact: Kent Trading Company, PO
Box 824, Sialkot, Pakistan. Fax:
92-432-58417. 33-08
Medals. Full/miniature medal mount-
ing service. Loose or court style.
Comprehensive range of miniatures
always available. Write or phone for
quotation. Firmin & Sons Plc, 82/86
New Town Row, Birmingham B6
4HU. Tel: 021-359 6666. Established
1677. 33-01

Fullsize and miniature medals profes-
sionally mounted. Affordable prices
and efficient service. Replacement
medals and new miniatures supplied.
Medal display cases, wire/silk blazer
badges, ties, cap badges. Comprehen-
sive list. Badge and Medal Services, 15
Overslade Crescent, 'Coventry CV6
2AW. Tel: 0203 332467. 33.05

CLASSIFIED

Genuine clearance of much army
surplus. Including ponchos £5, trousers
from £10. Write for updated list. D. P.
Supplies, 101b Kings Cross Road,
London WC1X 9LP, or phone David
0836 690682. We can get you anything.

39-43

The British Army is changing.
Remember your regiment depicted in a
pewter figurine painted to a high
standard, plus wooden base. Most
periods represented in two scales. Very
competitive prices. Mr G Pitwood, 4/6
Station Road, Gretton, Northants
NNI17 3BU. Tel: 0536 771988. 43-45

Worldwide Military Decorations,
Medals, Badges, Wings and Insigna.
Over 25,000 items in stock. Catalogue
£2. Invicta, 740 Gladstone Avenue,
Ottawa, Ontario KIR 6X5, Canada.

23-11

Army Cap Badges. Send SAE plus 50p
for lists to Clans and Regiments, 14
Elm Grove, Aldbrough, East Yorkshire
HU11 4RQ. Guarantee and generous
discounts. 3741

Spode Regimental Plates. Parachute,
DWR, RWF, Gloucesters, Cheshires,
KOSB, Black Watch. Others may be
available. Cathedral Plates. Offers 0757
701536. 4392

Professional Medal Mounting and
anodizing service. New miniature and
replacement medals supplied. Wire
blazer badges, qualification, trade and
mess kit insignia. Quality display
framing. Excellent service, sensible
prices. Details from Art Militare, 39
Park Lane, Middlesbrough, Cleveland
TS13LQ. Tel: 0642 232650.

Stringtown Supplies — our latest
brochure is FREE! Ring 0323 442233
(or write) for your copy — PLCE
Bergens, Grade 1 (excellent), new
pockets, approx 100 litres, £75;
Matterhorn boots (8") £149.95; '90
Partern jackets and trousers; tropicals;
SAS smocks £89.95; 58 bags (long)
£39.95, OG shirts £12.95; Desert vests
(as new) £16.95 or used £9.95; Crap
hats (DPM) all sizes 56-62, new £10.95;
Radar hooped Bivi (DPM or olive)
£69.95; Comkit Patrol vest (DPM or
olive) £69.95; Arktis '42 rig (DPM or
olive) £45; S10 filter £12.95; Mark IV
NBC suit (DPM) £39.95; Black Horse
“Infanteer” Map case £14.95; snowsuit
£28.50; US Army poncho (camo)
£27.50. All prices include postage and
packing. Arkts, Comkit & Magmor
webbing, Black-horse, Soft Airguns,
Paintguns and much more: Stringtown
Supplies, 4 Kingswood, North Street,
Hailsham, E. Sussex BN27 1DQ. Tel:
0323442233, 4192

‘Soldier of Fortune’ for British Army
clothing and equipment, US Army and
most European countries. Send £1 for
military and outdoor catalogues. 3a
Brymau 3 Estate, River Lane, Chester
CH4 8RQ. s1-01
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Regimental shields, plaques and
shield clocks. Leaders in design and
manufacture for the British Army
worldwide. Made from the highest
quality materials. We made your
Shields for The Falklands and The Gulf
War, now with Options for Change,
contact us for details of our FREE
design service. Shields £9.50 — Shield
clocks £17 VAT free outside the UK.
Write for a colour brochure. New idea -
exclusive. Teresa Houghton, Military
Marketing International, 16 Riverway,
Shipston on Stour CV36 4RD, UK. Tel
and fax: 0608 663770. Minimum order
25. TC
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Geoff White’s British Army post-
cards. Latest sets: Support Arms 3,
Regimental Set 3. SAE catalogue, 19
Rushmoor Lane, Backwell, Bristol
BS19 3]JA. 41-45

41-47

Brass desk nameplates engraved with
your cap badge and name from only £18
or name only from £15. Mounted on a

triangular wooden block. Phoenix
Engraving 0905 820914. 4145

Collectors list of Rhodesian, WW2
AAF, British patches badges etc. Send
S0p stamps. Butler, 10 Avebury
Avenue, Ramsgate, Kent. 4147

Army cap badges. Send SAE plus 50p
for lists to: Clans and Regiments, 14
Elm Grove, Aldbrough, East Yorkshire
HU11 4RQ. Guarantee and generous
discounts. TIC

Why not give someone “A Title for a
Tenner”. What a gift/presentation idea!
Details from S A Survival, Gayfield,

Arbroath, Scotland DD11 1Q]J.

33-01

Perfumes and After Shave. Large
selection at reasonable prices. Available
for sale, or we can arrange a “Perfume
Party” in your house in Bordon/
Aldershot area. Phone Val or Dave for
full details on 0420 488782. Tc

Plymouth. Comfortable guest house
close to Hoe and all amenities. H&C.
Families welcome. TVs in all rooms.
Open all year. Deva House, 16 Radford
Road, West Hoe, Plymouth PL1 3PY.
Tel: 0752 662999.

43/92

Com-
prehensive letting and management
agents. A family firm who know from
experience the particular problems of
service families. We operate a full rental

Wiltshire/Dorset/Hampshire.

and management service with the
accent on individual service. Write or
telephone now to: Sarum Properties,
Office 6, 7-11 Brown Street, Salisbury
SP1 1HE. Tel: 0772 421707. Also: 34
Silver Street, Warminster BA12 8PT.
Tel: 0985 846905. TC

Homeowner? Posted and worried? Let
good tenants pay your mortgage while
vou are away! We provide a complete,
comprehensive, reliable and guaranteed
Property Rental and Management
Service, tailored for the special needs of
our HM Forces clients from the longest
established fully professional specialist
Agency. Full coverage of all areas
England and Wales. Most of the staff
are ex-Service themselves and under-

stand your problems completely,
including the special Rent Act
provisions to protect you as a

homeowner abroad. Good commercial
rates and effective insurance scheme. *
Find out about our full range of
services. * Send now for full details
and brochure to: Belvedene Property
Management, Millmead House, Ratfyn
Road, Amesbury, Wilts SP7 4DZ. Tel:

0980 625066. nae2
Letting Solutions Ltd, London.
Property Management and Letting

Specialists. We specialise in letting and
managing property for service person-
nel posted overseas or outside the
London area. Qur staff are amongst the
most professional and ethical in the
business. Qur management service is
fully comprehensive and very competi-
tively priced. For more details come in
and see us, or give us a ring. 118
Horseferry Road, London SW1P 2EF.
Tel: 071-976 8385. 4392

FAXYOUR AD
ON 0252 347358
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RUGBY HOCKEY CROSS-COUNTRY

Gurkhas

SEA ANGLING TAE KWON DO

|| SPORT |
Best runner

join the
Union

A NEW era in Army rugby in
the United Kingdom began last
month when the Gurkhas
joined the brotherhood of
rugby-playing units, writes
John Quin.

Rugby in the Far East has
been gaining momentum and
increasing popularity over the
past few decades, and it is good
to see a Gurkha battalion in the
British Isles raising its own
team. We hope to have a more
detailed report on the progress
of the men from
Church  Crook-
ham in the near
future.

However, back
to the domestic
scene. A quick
glance at the
Army Cup results
reveals that all
the favourites are still there,
although we are at the stage
now where the better-known
teams are beginning to meet
each other and names that once
adorned the trophies are in
danger of falling by the
wayside.

For example, the winners of
the clash between holders 7
Para RHA and the AAC Centre
will meet SEME, all pretenders
in their own right to the throne
in recent years.

The Dukes meet up with

Army cup
challenge ™. ...
hots up

SEE, while at Chatham, 12
RSME Regt will either meet
their bomb disposal neighbours
from just up the Lochat road,
33 Engr Regt (EOD), or 2
PWRR. And 8 Sigs will have to
overcome 19 Fd Regt RA if
they are to proceed, as will last
year’s finalists and BAOR
champions, 1 RWF, who take
on the men from Shrivenham.

Schh, You Know Who are
still there, while 1 WG in
Northern Ireland have to wait
to see who they
meet in the local
final — either 2
RRF or 6 R

miliar names
crop up in the
equally competi-
tive Minor Units
Army Cup challenge, with 24
Fd Sqn RE looking good and
taking on 8 Fd Wksps, while
the 5 AB Bde loggies have to do
battle with fellow paras, 9 Sqn
RE, to see who goes on to meet
3 Fd Wksps.

Up north, Scottish Div Depot
take on Ouston, while AAC
Chepstow have to travel to the
POW Depot at Lichfield.

With 29 Tpt and Movers
meeting Depot RAOC, 16 Bn
RAOC meeting the Comms and
Sy Gp and 22 Fd Hosp or 9 Ord

Concentration in the 7 GR front row against the RAOC at
Blackdown. From left to right are Rfn Bhim Chandra Gurung, Rfn
Tej Bamadur Limbu and Rfn Surendra Gurung. The Gurkha team
were beated by 37 points to 14

meeting the winners of the
Light Div Depot and 23 PFA,
the pace is certainly hotting up.

Colts home in county opener

ARMY COLTS face a tough
programme of fixtures in the
Rugby Football Union’s Nat-
West County Championship,
travelling away to take on
Middlesex (November 1),
Hampshire (November 8) and a
third country (November 15).

But their opener in the
championship for the National
Westminster Shield was due to
take place at the Military
Stadium, Aldershot, on Octo-
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ber 25, with the Army playing
hosts to Surrey.

In their first representative
match of the season the colts
lost by seven points to 12 to
Oxfordshire at Henley RFC.
They were also due to take on
Bedfordshire before the Surrey
game.

After Christmas the Army
youngsters are scheduled to
meet Winchester at Sir John
Moore Barracks, Durham at

York, Harrogate at Harrogate,
Boys Clubs of Wales in the
Principality, the Royal Navy at
Portsmouth and the Royal Air
Force at Princess Marine
College, Arborfield.

End-of-season incentives for
the colts include a Combined
Services tour to Wales, to meet
Cardiff District at the Arms
Park and Bridgend at Bridgend
RFC, and a possible tour to
Canada.

The Northern Ireland final is
between 39 Bde HQ and Sig
Sgn and 176 Pro Coy. Watch
this space!

Finally, a correction to the
date I gave you last time refer-
ence the day on which the
Army entertain the touring
New Zealand Combined Ser-
vices. The date is December 10
in Aldershot and the kick-off is
likely to be brought forward to
the afternoon, as there is a
problem with the floodlights.

Short of getting ARU sec-
retary, Maj David Murray up
one of the pylons with a 75-
candle candelabrum, there will
not be enough electric light for
an evening match. Shocking!

Easy route
to the final

TWO teams had an untroubled
path to the final of the UKLF
Minor Units novices Grade 3
team boxing championships on
January 28 — 216 Para Sig Sqn
and 9 Para Sgn were the only
teams (o enter.

Eleven teams entered the
Army novices Grade 3 inter-
unit competition, the final of
which is scheduled for March
5. New contenders 2 PWRR
have been given a bye into the
second round where they will
meet 3 Para, and the Northern
Ireland interest will be main-
tained by 5 or 7 R Irish who
box off in the first round.

Bovington’s
net result

BOVINGTON’s A team won
the Inter-Garrison sea angling
match held at Chesil Beach,
Weymouth. Cheptstow were
second and Larkhill A third.

Best pair were WO2 (SMIG)
Mick Redfern (RSA Larkhill)
and Mr John Hodgson (DLA
Durrington), while WO2 Steve
Brooks from Bovington
claimed the prizes for the best
individual and best speciman.
Twelve species were caught.

Details for the next Inter-
Garrison match, scheduled for
January, are available from
WO2 (SMIG) Taff Bliszko on
Larkhill Mil 5465.

to receive

merit award

ARMY cross country is to
introduce a Runner of the Year
award based on the best five
results recorded in a series of
selected races.

Because some of the races
have limited entries (for
example the Army-Wales
match), the first merit awards
will be restricted to athletes
who finished in the top 30
(men) and top 20 (female) in
the 1992 Army cross country
championships - plus any
Army-standard athletes who
missed the event due to injury
or Service commitments.

Rules have been drawn up by
the Army Athletic Association
to cover athletes posted
between the United Kingdom
and Germany.

Qualifying races are the
forthcoming Army relays at
Rushmoor, the Army-UAU-
BPSA match, the BAOR
championships in December,
Army v Wales in January, the
Army championships at Long-
moor in February, and the
BAOR Inter-Corps cham-
pionships at Dulmen, the Army

REME win
corps
hockey

REME won the Inter-Corps
hockey tournament staged at
Aldershot and Wellington
College, beating the Royal
Signals in the final by the only
goal of the match.

Eleven teams competed,
including the newly-formed
Adjutant General’s Corps who
beat the RAOC 3-1 to win the
plate competition.

The Matchmaker Fair Play
Trophy was awarded to the
Infantry.

In the semi-finals, the
signallers got through 7-5 after
their close contest with the
Royal Artillery had to be decide
on penalty flicks, while REME
overcame the Royal Engineers’
challenge by four goals to one.

Inter-Corps championships at
Blackdown and Army-
Territorial Army match at
Rhyl, all scheduled for March.

Athletes who are not mem-
bers of a team but who wish to
compete in the Army relays on
November 7 should contact
AAA secretary Maj Morris
Murch on Aldershot Mil 3575.
They will be placed in
composite teams.

Martia
arts club
on the up

A MARTIAL arts club formed
in Catterick Garrison at the
beginning of the year has gone
from strength to strength and is
now seeking official recogni-
tion.

The Catterick Tae Kwon Do
Club has received permission to
use the name of the garrison in
its title and has attracted a
membership across a wide
range of ages.

Students of tae kwon do -
which was an official Olympic
demonstration sport at both
Seoul and Barcelona - are
graded every three months,
leading to the award of
coloured belts ranging from the
novice’s white to the black belt
of the experts.

Chief instructor CSgt John
Parks, 1 DERR, has so far put
forward 89 students for
grading, all of which have
achieved passes.

People interested in the sport
can contact CSgt Ed Kingston
on Catterick Mil 3242.
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[ SIX-A-SIDE FOOTBALL

Truckies
hit the
rest

for six

SURPRISE winners of the
Army six-a-side football
tournament at Aldershot were

York-based 2nd Division
Transport Regiment, writes
Pat Massey.

In the group matches,
defending champions 2 Signal
Regt went down in their
opening game to Scottish

champions 2 SG A by the only
goal of the game, and, after
beating 17 Trg Regt RA 3-1,
dropped a further point in
splitting goals with 1 PWRR.

Wins against 7 Para RHA
(4-2) and 1 RWF (5-0), and a
2-2 draw with 7 R Irish, were
just enough to see them
through to the last four of a
group in which results were
unpredictable throughout.

The eventual group winners,
2 SG A shared the points with 7
Para RHA before beating 1
PWRR by the odd goal in
three. They suffered a hiccup
after the lunch break, going
down to 7 R Irish by the only
goal of an entertaining contest,
but won their last two games
starting with a narrow victory
over 1| RWF (3-2).

Their final match was against
17 Trg Regt RA. Both sides
were on seven points, one
behind 2 Sig Regt who had
already completed their prog-
ramme. The winners would
qualify for the semis as group
winners, while a draw would
see 2 SG A through as
runners-up.

In the event, the Guardsmen
ran out comfortable winners by
three goals to one.

In Group B, SEME Bordon
and Eastern District cham-
pions 2 Div Tpt Regt set the
pace with three wins in a row,
SEME beating 16/5 L (2-0), 1
DWR (3-1) and 2 SG B (4-1)
and 2 Div Tpt Regt disposing
of 2 SG B (3-0), 2 Coldm Gds
(2-0) and 16/5 L (3-1).

The two potential group
champions then met. SEME
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Pribram children

Cp! Ritchie Forde, watched by LCpl lan Flawlings,entertalns

Czech

mates

THE ARMY Catering Corps
(BAOR) football team travelled
to Pribram in Czechoslovakia to
compete in the inaugural
Tournament of Enterprise and
ended up winning it.

Although the competition
was billed as an international
tournament, none of the other
expected guest teams turned up
and the enterprising Army
chefs were left to take on four
local sides.

The British Consulate in
Prague was unable to confirm
the last time a British military
football team had visited the
country.

Despite very hot weather the
chefs won all four matches,
scoring ten goals and conceding
none in the process.

won a very tight game by the
only goal of the tie.

After the lunch break,
SEME went on to take Group
B with an unblemished seven
wins from seven ties, beating 2
Coldm Gds (2-0), POW Div
(2-0) and 15 Sig Regt (1-0).
Meanwhile, 2 Div Tpt Regt
dropped a third point in
drawing 1-1 with 15 Sig Regt
before wins over 1 DWR (6-1)
and POW Div (3-2) saw them
safely through to the last four as
runners-up.

The semi-final pairings set
up a repeat of last year’s final,
SEME against 2 Sig Regt, and 2
SG A against 2 Div Tpt Regt.

The signallers retained the
trophy donated by Brig Bob
Thorpe ~ an old and valued
friend of Army football who
sadly died the previous day -
awarded to the team scoring the
highest number of goals in the

group matches (19).

In the first semi-final 2 Div
Tpt Regt always had the edge
on 2 SG A and eventually
moved into the final with a
comfortable 4-2 win. The
second tie, on the other hand,
was a dramaric affair which
went to a penalty competition.
The holders shocked SEME
with a goal from their first
attack, but SEME battled back
and equalised before the
half-time break.

Early in the second half,
following an incident between
the Signals skipper, Sgt Alan
Higgins, and a SEME defen-
der, Higgins was sent off. His
team responded by taking the
lead.

SEME equalised just before
the end and the tie went into
extra time. The extra six
minutes produced no further
goals and the tie had to be

decided on a penalty shoot-out.

The first for each side were
superbly saved, and the next
three rattled home. Cfn Mike
Taylor, the Army and Com-
bined Services ’keeper then
saved 2 Sig Regt’s fifth attempt
and SEME converted theirs to
go through.

SEME took an early lead in
the final, but 2 Div Tpt Regt
bounced back with an equaliser
in the first half. They scored
twice in the second session, and
although SEME battled back
and reduced the arrears near
the end, the Truckies from
York held out and were well
worth a slightly surprising win.

Brig Andy Massey, Vice-
Chairman of the Army Football
Association, brought a most
successful day to a close with
the presentation of trophies and
mementoes to players and
officials.
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CALENDAR 1993

The new SOLDIER CALENDAR 1993 is now available from
SOLDIER Magazine. The calendar contains 13 full colour
photographs of todays Army in action, taken by SOLDIER
photographers over the past year. It includes REME at The
Tower of London, The Household Cavalry, The Royal
Engineers and The Worcestershire and Sherwood
Foresters in Cyprus, The Duke of Edinburghs Royal
Regiment in Seattle, The Army Air Corps in Northern
Ireland, The Kings Troop RHA, The Scots Guards at
Holyrood Palace, and Army musicians at the
Royal Military School of Music.
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Four Lynx helicopters from 3 Regiment Army Air Corps
refuel and rearm on Goldrund training area during an
Army aviation awareness day for officers of the 3rd
Armoured Division. In all, five Lynxes were turned round in
under four minutes. The programme included briefings by
Maj Gen Christopher Wallace, Commander 3 Armd Div,
and Lt Col Simon Fogden, CO 3 Regt AAC, and HELARM
demonstrations by 653 and 663 Squadrons AAC.
Challenger tanks from 2nd Troop, C Squadron, Royal
Dragoon Guards provided the enemy.






