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0 N THEY WERE thue in their scores, epmp.ien medals resplendent. Septuagenarians and 
oetpgenarians now, almost to a man. 

ters of the Lifeguards, the 
Queen had bcen seated by the 
Great West Dwr, close to the 
Grave of the Unknown Warrior 
and the memorial ta Sir 
Winston Churchill. 

The Prince and Princess of 
Wales and the Duke and 
Duchess of Gloucester listened 
as the Dean of Wesrminster, 
the Very Rev hlichael Mayne, 
paid mbnte to the 13,500 
Auied casualties - including 
morr than 4,000 aKmbers of 
the Eighth Army - and the 
32,000 Italian and Caman 
soldiers who died in “a nvning 
point in the Second World 
War”. 
Because of their sacrifice, he 

said, “we live in freedom in a 
new Enmp”. 

Pipe Major Graham Marr, 
Queen’s Own Highlanders 
(Seafonh and Camerons), play- 

@ Turntop.O.5 
3 

F q  Britain, Ausealia, 
New Zealand, South Africr and 
India they had come to 
Westmhmer Abbey to com- 
memorate the 50th anniversary 
of an event which had left an 
indelihle mark on all of them - 
the Battle of El Alamein mites 
phil wilcox. 

By their side in a building 
which has also witnessed its 
shnre of history were the 
widows sod we6 of their 
not-so-formnne d e s  who 
had ssrrificcd thtirlives in the 
searing heat of the desert, halfa 
century ago almost to the day. 

Significantly, sod an indica- 
tion, perhaps, of the very 
different climate which the 
intervening years have brought 
- the sons of two fprmer 
enemies were in amdance  at 
the service on October 14. 

Viscount Montgomery of 
Alamein and Dr Manfred 
Rommel, both 14-year-old 
schwlboys when their fathers 
Icd their respective troops into 
battle, gave readings from the 
Bible on the theme of pence and 
hsrmony. 

Earlier, to the sound of a 
fanfve played by the Trump- 
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rl Please send me all I need to know about buying a Volvo through Volvo Military Sales. I’m interested in the following: 

n 440Saloon 
I 460Saloon 

1 940Saloon 
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I I 0 850S4oon a 

I I -1 240Estate REO’D DELIVERY DATE E L  
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NAME RANK 

ADDRESS 

Volvo Export, FREEPOST 30. Hatfield, Herts A U  7AR. TelO707 262388 

~ ~ ~ ~ 

FRONT COVER: Men of the 2nd and 3rd Royal Tank 
R e g h e n t s  p-re for their amalgamation parade at 
Falllngbostal. Pictured In the Colwr party are SSgt 
Chellle Wild., WO2 (RQMS) Steve Pmctor and SSgt Chrls 
Mander, and In the Challenger tank Sgt John Channon 
and Cpl Ray H d l .  Green scarves signify former mmbers 
of 3 RTR, yellow 2 RTR. See also Pages 14-15. (Picture 
Mike Weston) 
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REUNIONS SEVEN 
DAYS A WEEK. 

For some, the thought of leaving the forces is a daunting prospect. 

How will you cope leaving behind old haunts, old routines not to mention 

old mates? Fortunately, there’s a way to keep in touch wlth the past and 

look to the future - The Royal Erltish Legion. 

With 1000 clubs nationwide you can always find somewhere to 

reminisce, play sport and enjoy an evening’s entertainment with people 

from similar backgmunds to your own 

As a member you’ll also qualWy for discount travel, insurance and 
other benefits. But more importantly, while you’re helping yourself, your 

membership will help other ex-Service people in nee 
What’s more, you don’t have to wait until 

you leave to join. For more information about us 
or to join. piease send in the coupon below. 

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 

Please send me detaib on: Becornins a member of The Royal British Legbn ‘J 
The benevolent work of The Royal British Legkm 

Send to: The General Secretary, Headquarters. The Royal British Legion, 48 Pall Mall, 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

1 London SWlY 5JY. 

I Name 

I Address 
Portcode 

VAUXHAI -@ SERVICE Once driven, forever smitten. 

For Your FREE colour brochure 
enter details and return couDon to: r 

NIUKIRANK 

MIuTM*Do2€ss 

pRIvm*owEss 

WCYIT m 
WERE0 O E U I g n  lyTE 

P- w Ky( uy iColrmRI1 

MooEE.(XIMEREsf 

5401550 Dunstable Rd, 
Luton, Bedfordshire, LU4 8DW. 

I’ 

- “EWSLINE 
s t ren sal1 

to train 
Infantry 
DBPOT The King‘s D i v k n  
Saensall, nea York, officially 
dmgcd both its tide and d e  
on October 5. 

TniDiUg 
BatalionStrnnaall(I”B),irSsin 
in future t ra i i~  Regular Anny 
rermits from both the Risp‘s 
and the Ptince. of Wales’s 
Divisions. In addition, from 
January ITB will anin Terrim- 
rial A m y  recruits for the 
Queens, King‘s, Prince of 
Wales’s and Light Divisions. 

A flag-hnging curmony 
and parade took place in front 
of HQ ITB in Queea Eiizsbeth 
Barracks, strensall. 

Representative platoons of 
the King‘s and prioee of 
Wales’s Division paraded be- 
fore Commander 15 (NE) 
Brigade, Brig Bill Marchant 
Smith. Also present were, CO 
ITB, Lt Col Jack Sheldon, 
QLR, Divisional Colonel 
King’s Division, Gol Peter 
Gardener, and COS HQ Prince 
of Wales‘s Division, Lt Col 
Crichton Wakeb. 
Twenty-one Infantry cap 

badges were present as the new 
ITB flag -a  black bayonet on a 
red back@raund - was &sed. 

I 

i 74  
EXERCISE AUcy Expresr 92 southvn canfingent in deploy gium, Italy, the United States 
took the AUied Cammnnd ment, dctcrrent and mmbnt of America, Turkey and the 
Europe Mob* Fmcc (Ahlp) to @tioms. United Kingdom were de- 
Turkey to Prsnig the AMF Tmaps from Gummy, Bet- played. 

The AhW is a mobile, 
multinational, conventional 
force which cm be sent to any 
Nato mmtry under threat. 

Its purpose is to make clear 
t o , a n a g g m w t h a t a n a t t a c k  
sgainst one nation would 
constitute an attack against all  
members of the PLLiPna. 

while in the region, AhW 
soldkrs Q W U ~  at an Italian 
Army Md hospital to give 
blOod,hw donated ro the 
Tu&& vnasfusion 
sadGC. 
othas aamded a wreath- 

New women’s .uniform unveiled 

hying ceremony in Corlu in 
12 memory of Turkish sailors 
f kabl when their ship was 
e struck naidentallyfromanAmuican by a missile fired 

hkhill-bawd 5 Gibralrar 
9 airaaft-, 

6 

-- 
I 
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ZlPPO LIGHTERS NEWSLINE 
2GR in ENGRAVED IN COLOUR WITH 

YOUR REGiMENTAL CREST 

first The original petrol 
windproof lighters. TAX FRFF rHO] 

3. 

Gurkha 
merger 

Guaranteed for life or 
repaired free of charge. 

Delivered duty paid UK 
or duty free overseas. A SMALL piece of Hong Kong 

history was made at Cassino 
Lines, San Tin, on September 
14 when the two battalions 
which made up 2nd King 
Edward VII's Own Gurkha 
Rifles (The Sirmoor Rifles) 
merged into a single-battalion 
regiment. 

This is the first time since 
1886, when the 2nd Battalion 
was raised, that the regiment 
has consisted of only a single 
battalion. At, one stage during 
the Second World War, the 
regiment boasted five. 

The merger, pan of Options 
for Change, was the fvst to take 
place in Hong Kong and the 
fmt involving the Gurkhas, who 
are to lose 65'per cent of their 
total strength after 1997. It also 
reflected the successful comple- 
tion of the handover of 
responsibility for the Sino- 
Hong Kong Border to the 
Royal Hong Kong Police. 

Led by the Brigade of 
Gurkhas Band, representative 
sections of the 1st and 2nd 
Battalions marched on to the 
parade ground from different 
directions. They were then 
reviewed by their Regimental 
Colonel, Field Marshal Sir 
John Chapple, with the current 
Commander British Forces 
Hong Kong, Maj Gen John 
Foley and his immediate 
predecessor, now Lt Gen Sir 
Peter Duffell, among the 
spectators. 

After the inspection, the two 
battalions marched past in line 
for the last time and then 
reformed as a single battalion 
on the direction of Fd Marshal 
Chapple who, in a short speech, 
spoke of the Gurkhas' proud 
record and their future in the 
mainstream of the British 
b y .  

September 14 is a significant 
day in regimental history as it 
marks the anniversary of the 
action at Delhi during the 
Indian Mutiny in 1957 which 
led to the regiment being 
granted its principal Battle 
Honour, The Queen's Trun- 
cheon. 

mum engraved 
order 50 

For information on models available with no minimum order 
requirement please tick 
For full details complete the coupon below and send to: 0 
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on Mont 
Blanc 
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Complete with 

Air Condirmmg 
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FOURTEEN Territorials and 
two Regular staf f  members of 
the 4th Battalion, The King's 
Own Royal Border Regiment 
have reached the summit of 
Mont Blanc. 

The expedition, drawn from 
the battalion's TA Centres in 
Lancaster, Kendal, Working- 
ton, Carlisle and Barrow in 
Fumess, was led by TA officer 
Maj David Kay and Regular 
RSM Phil Johnson, both 
experienced climbers. Also in 
the party was REME TA 
soldier Pat Gunson, a veteran of 
two expeditions to Everest. 

Colchester hosts 
Alamein .veterans 
TWENTY-FIVE former offic- 
ers of the 3rd Regiment, Royal 
Horse Artillery, all veterans of 
El Alamein, were marking the 
50th anniversary of the battle 
with a visit to Kirkee Barracks, 
Colchester on October 23. Gen 
Sir Martin Farndale, senior 
officer of the Royal Regiment 
of Artillery, was joining the 
veterans for dinner after a 
floodlit Beating the Retreat by 
the Royal Artillery Band. 
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March signals end for regiment 
SOLDIERS of 22 Signal 
Regiment have said a sad, 
formal farewell to the German 
town of Lippstadt, home of the 
regiment for the past 40 years. 

Due to be disbanded in 
December, the regiment exer- 
cised its Freedom of Lippstadt 
-granted in 1973 - for the final 
time during a rain-swept parade 
which ended in the main square 
in front of an audience of 
German dignitaries, regimental 
families, old comrades and local 
residents. 

The salute and inspection, 
received by the Master of 
Signals, Maj Gen Archie 
Birtwistle, were followed by the 
presentation of a commemora- 
tive pennant - fahnenband- by 
Commander Wehrbereich 
Kommand 3, Generalmajor 
Manfred Wuerfel, on behalf of 
the German Government. 

In an emotional speech, Herr 
Franze Klocke, the Berger- 
meister of Lippstadt, expressed 
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his town's sorrow at the 
departure of the British 
signallers and their families. 

Town and regimental flags 
were exchanged before the 
commanding officer, Lt Col 
Ken Hadfield, led the regiment 
off parade with the words: "It 
is time to go." 
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battalions marched past in line 
for the last time and then 
reformed as a single battalion 
on the direction of Fd Marshal 
Chapple who, in a short speech, 
spoke of the Gurkhas' proud 
record and their future in the 
mainstream of the British 
b y .  

September 14 is a significant 
day in regimental history as it 
marks the anniversary of the 
action at Delhi during the 
Indian Mutiny in 1957 which 
led to the regiment being 
granted its principal Battle 
Honour, The Queen's Trun- 
cheon. 
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FOURTEEN Territorials and 
two Regular staf f  members of 
the 4th Battalion, The King's 
Own Royal Border Regiment 
have reached the summit of 
Mont Blanc. 

The expedition, drawn from 
the battalion's TA Centres in 
Lancaster, Kendal, Working- 
ton, Carlisle and Barrow in 
Fumess, was led by TA officer 
Maj David Kay and Regular 
RSM Phil Johnson, both 
experienced climbers. Also in 
the party was REME TA 
soldier Pat Gunson, a veteran of 
two expeditions to Everest. 

Colchester hosts 
Alamein .veterans 
TWENTY-FIVE former offic- 
ers of the 3rd Regiment, Royal 
Horse Artillery, all veterans of 
El Alamein, were marking the 
50th anniversary of the battle 
with a visit to Kirkee Barracks, 
Colchester on October 23. Gen 
Sir Martin Farndale, senior 
officer of the Royal Regiment 
of Artillery, was joining the 
veterans for dinner after a 
floodlit Beating the Retreat by 
the Royal Artillery Band. 
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March signals end for regiment 
SOLDIERS of 22 Signal 
Regiment have said a sad, 
formal farewell to the German 
town of Lippstadt, home of the 
regiment for the past 40 years. 

Due to be disbanded in 
December, the regiment exer- 
cised its Freedom of Lippstadt 
-granted in 1973 - for the final 
time during a rain-swept parade 
which ended in the main square 
in front of an audience of 
German dignitaries, regimental 
families, old comrades and local 
residents. 

The salute and inspection, 
received by the Master of 
Signals, Maj Gen Archie 
Birtwistle, were followed by the 
presentation of a commemora- 
tive pennant - fahnenband- by 
Commander Wehrbereich 
Kommand 3, Generalmajor 
Manfred Wuerfel, on behalf of 
the German Government. 

In an emotional speech, Herr 
Franze Klocke, the Berger- 
meister of Lippstadt, expressed 
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his town's sorrow at the 
departure of the British 
signallers and their families. 

Town and regimental flags 
were exchanged before the 
commanding officer, Lt Col 
Ken Hadfield, led the regiment 
off parade with the words: "It 
is time to go." 
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Cumbrian i .  . 

commands 
4 Kings 
Own Border 
t Col Stephen Flanagan 
1C has taken over from LI 
:oi Simon Strlckland as 
~mmanding officer of the 
erritorial Army's 4th Bat- 
ilion. The King's Own 
ased oyal in Border Cumbria Regiment and North 

A Cumbrian himself, Lt Col Flanagan (pictured above) 
mined the Army in 1971, commissioning at Sandhurst 
afore serving with the Kings Own Border in the Far East 
I d  Northern Ireland. His most recent appointment was to 
at0 headquarters in Belgium. 
Lt Col Strickland is to become a military attache in 
nland after completing a languages course. 

RMAS team 
takes toys 
to orphans 

Angela's mission I 

. .  
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. . , . . - 0  .. Cpl Gary Knight checks his bride Lan 
to their wlves and girlfriend 

I . 
Junale w t s  the 
gunners on trial 
A JUNGLE environment pre- 
sents special challenges for 
gunners. Apart from learning 
to survive in it and taking part 
in routine patrolling, they have 
to master a whole new range of 
procedures. 

Maintenance of the guns is a 
completely different prnposi- 
tion in the heat and humidity of 
the jungle. 

‘‘Things that don’t go wrong 
in Britain go wrong here,” said 
WO2 Baz Powell, Troop 

chute) 

Horse Artillery. “Batteries 
overheat much more quickly, 
and radios go off the road a lot 
more because of the humidity.” 

Vehicles can literally go off 
the road because of the terrible 
state of tracks. Driving and 
handling skills have to be of a 
high order. 

Practical experience in an 
exciting environment is being 
shared with members of the 
Territorial Army, several of 
whom are on a year’s 
attachment with the t r o o ~ .  

i 
Above - Capt Dave Wilson 
Iforearoundl and his Saaaers 

nd Rlchard 

(Volunteer) Battalion, The br 
Parachute Regiment, for exam- en 
ple, was broadening his recuperation period he re- 
horizons working with guns turned to Norfolk to get 
and employing basic infantry married - and his bride took a 
skills with the Forward lot of persuasion to let him 
Observation Officer’s party return to Belize! 

---- - 
ilnd h l n g  helpers among the 
children as they build a more 
permanent behind them school than the hut I e av e 
Below - LCDI Mark Waldron and 

oyal Cpl Gary Knight oi 10 

HI- gle fir - more common In jungle war 
Stephen M s c L w n ,  Pte Blllie YcKee and Bdr Andy Dart wllh a 1Wmm ll& gun 

. .  . . 
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AS ARMAGH roulement bat- 
talion, the 2nd Battalion, The 
Light Infantry has just finished 
a record-breaking fourteenth 
tour in Northern Ireland since 
the Troubles began 23 years 
ago. The battalion, which has 
deployed to the Province four 
times in the past two years, has 
now completed more tours in 
Northern Ireland than any 
other infantry battalion. 

Lt Col Mark Elcomh is 
convinced that it is a time of 
change in South Armagh. 

"I do detect a much Words: dominate the ground 
greater feeling of LaurfeMlanton through a combinu- 

Army than on pre- Mikeweston and information- 
gathering linked to vious tours. The 

natural emotions of the searches, vehicle checkpoints 
populace tended towards anti- and observation. 
pathy, but now, people have The terrain in D Coy's 
started to express their sym- TAOR has been likened to an 
pathy and to offer help." egg box - dozens of small hills, 

The individual companies interspersed with low-lying 

D Company's role in the Fields in the area are mostly 
Crossmaglen tactical am of banked and ditched with 
responsibility (TAOR) is to blackthorn fences and barbed 

sympthy towards the Pictures: tinn of surveillance 

each have a specific role. W S .  

wire or a combination of both. 
Fmgress can be slow, but by 
the end of the tour soldiers on 
rural patrol bad become quite 
adeot at nenotiatine the - - 
obskles. 

Said Caot Nick Scarfe: "We 
have ce&ly detected a feeling 
from the people that Sinn Fien 
and PIRA are not r d y  
providing any answers to the 
problems. Perhaps people are 
now starting to look for other 
solutions." 

Turn to nsxipage 
25 
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NO nme 10 eomire IM nowem. ugm 
Infantrymen concenlrato on the mattar In 
hand durlng a patrol U 

by an IRA’&- 
man et CmEsr 
maglen  on 
August 28. 

Although his 
death disaessed 
the bnttalioD, the 
S d d h  of 2 LI 
did not let it 
deter them from 
single-mindedly 
p- their 
msio obiertne of 

terrorist. 
l k r e  were 

successes. Most 
norable was the 
fW of an 
attempted mar- 
tar attack against 
meCmssmnslm 

raided homes 
tbromghout the 
TAOR to h- 
pu the IRA’s 
fundnising ac- 
tivirk involving 

1111 and 

1 
Plctured at 
LCDI Mark Crem 

1 base overlooks 
the main A1 
Dublin road. 
Sappers with 
convoys of lorries 

loaded with plnnt and building 
materials travelled in daily and 
bad to be protected. 

As one convoy pnssed 
b w b  N e w ,  a drosue 
grenade was thrown. It 
bounced off the cab and fpiled 
to explode. 

Bessbmok Mill housed the 
b a t h ’ s  headquarters and 
command elements, Support 

u 
cplKwJadaonaouucrm 

Compauy was based at 
Newtonhamilton and B 
company was stationed in 
Forkhill SF Base. 

Rome0 21 has undergone a 
complete rrfurbishment and 
the stnndard of accommodation 
on the hill has been r a i d  
considerably. I t  should 
improve the lot of the soldiers 
about to endure a winter in the 

~tndnryrnwmwaamna 
bleak, lonely observation post. 
When SOLDIER visited the 

Armagh roukmcnt baaalion, it 
consisted of eight companies 
numbering more than 1,ONl 
men. This heavy strength was 
required for operations to 
protect various pmgnunmes, 
including the rebuild at Romm 
16. 

Now 2 LI goes into limbo 

base when a vigilant WO2 
Tommy Wallrcr spotted the 
dcvice in a van while 
monitoring images on e dosed- 
circuit television screen. 

Three major operations in- 
volved 2 LI during their tour. 
They provided cover during 

the General Election, protect- 
ing ballot boxes and polling 
starions at Newtonhadton, 

pending its merger with the 1st 
Battalion to form a new 1st 
Battalion at Tidworth next 
year. The regiment’s new 2nd 
Battalion will be based at 
Paderborn in Germany. 

“It’s a frustrating way to end 
a tour,” said Col Elcomb, “but 
there is always a feeling of 
anti-climax when we ffish a 
job.” 

i 
Low vlewpolnt at Forkhlll 

27 



To survive these days a car has to 
be in great shape 

New body shape. 
New 1.6and 1.8 16 valve engines. 
Side immct bars. 

Enter, the new Escort 
A new shape and a more sporting 

stance, promising a new, more powerful 
performance mpver 6t t~ iDg .  

Spoder suspension. 
And under the bonnet. the prormse 

is fulfilled by Ford's new generation o f  

I TaxE)eeSdes= 

multivalve engines. Both 1.6 and 1.8 
models have been specially developed 
to deliver high torque at low revs. 

So. should theneed arise. you always 
have power in reserve. 

The driver's performance too is 

effortless. All 16 valve models now have 
power steering as standard. 

We've also uprated the suspension 
to make it smoother andmore agile, and 
to make the handling more responsive 

And we ve built in more safety 
features like side impact bars and re- 
inforced structures to help minimize 
the effect o f  angled impacts 

The new Escort is evidently a top 

performer Andi t s  reedy and waitingfor 
you to give I t  a workout 

For more information on this and 
the other exciting models in the range 
contact your Ford UK dealer, Naafi. Nato- 
cars.' or call the Tax Free Sales office 
on 0277 251429 (dialling code from 
Germany: 00 44 277). 



Wainwright’s 2‘hton b m n n  bison provldes a Canadian backdrop for Pte Ally McNaughton @aft) 
and Pte Mlke ThomM of D Coy, 1 BW 

Sky’s the limit a t  Wainwright 
Military training for 
British infantry 
battalions takes on 
a whole new 
meaning at a 
Canadian Forces 
base so vast it has 
no firing 
restrictions 
Words: Capt Steve Munna 
Pictures: WO2 Afthur Thomson 
30 

THEY SAY the weather in 
England is unpredictable. Try 
it in Alberta, Canada, where 
temperatures in excess of 90 F, 
persistent rain and a good deal 
of snow were endured by the 
men and women of the 1st 
Battalion, The Kmg‘s Regim- 
ent and the 1st Battalion, The 
Black Watch. 

Both battalions have been 
taking part in Exercise Pond 
Jump West, a yearly infantry 
battle camp which takes in all 
aspects of military and adven- 
turous training. 

The exercise package begins 

in Wainwright Camp, a 
Canadian forces base located 
close to the town of the same 
name. The camp’s back yard is 
1,500 square miles of dedicated 
military training area - with no 
fire restrictions or out-of- 
bounds routes. 

Once settled in, battalions 
have a five-week stint which 
includes an intense range f h g  
phase, fitness and endurance 
uaining, fieldcraft revision and 
a march-and-shoot competi- 
tion, all of which culminates in 
a demanding five-day exercise 
with a company-level assault 

using live ammunition and live 
fue support. 

OC D Company, 1 Kings, 
Maj Peter Rafferty, explained: 
“The real advantage is the 
sheer size of area in which we 
can operate. Because there are 
no restrictions on firing, a dawn 
company attack is exactly what 
it says. 
“All of this combines to 

make the exercise as realistic 
and as challenging as possible, 
which is good for everyone. 
There is no way we could have 
done this in the UK.” 

Supporting the battalions in 

! their work was 656 Squadron, 
Army Air Corps, normally 
h a d  at Naheravon. Two 

’! Gwlle  helimpten pennsnmt- 
ly based at Wainwright 
provided recce platforms, com- 
manded uansport and a 
26hour casevac service. 

The detachment comman- 
der, Capt Nick Goss, ex- 
plain& “We average about 
five hours’ flying per day, 
which although it does not 
sound much, is a lot for two 
helimpem and a very limited 
numbu of pilots. 

“We enjoy it here though. At 

lesst we can say we know the 
exercise area pretty well.” 
As for free time, there is little 

to do in Wainwright itself, 
apart from a few run-down but 
friendly h. “Most soldim 
choose Edmonton for their R 
and R,” explained Maj Alistair 
Louden, OC D Company. “It 
is two hours’ drive away, but 
cenainly worth the trip.” 

After the military phase, the 
fun really starts with a fiveday 
adventurous training package 
in the beautiful, dramatic 
setting of Jasper National Park, 
western Alberta. 

Among the many activities 
on offer M white-wam 
rafting, canoeing, pony- 
uekking, mountain-bllung, 
dimbing and absdliog - plus 
pknty of local hospitality. 

“The only problem was a 
midnight curfew,” said Pte 
Alsn Hall hum Methil, Fife. 

White-mer rafting pmved 
to he by fpr the most popular 
sport. It included an exhihat- 
ing fa% run in ten-man rafts 
over m e  of the best rapids on 
the Frazer River, as well as the 
dower trips deep into the hemt 
of the park, where wild hems, 

bald epsles and 3fi long 
spawningredsalmonddbe 
observed in the wild. 

Described as ‘‘truly memor- 
able” “amazing” and 
‘‘w&” b y a l l o f t h e  
soldias who made the trip, it 
will stay in their memories for a 
very long timc. 
For both battalions, their 

return to duties in H a ~ a v  
and Tern fIiu will sean a bit 
run-of-the-mill after their ex- 
periencesincoI1pdp. Bothunits 
worked hard, played hard and 
enjoyed the cpnsdian erpti- 
mcetothefull. 

! . ’  
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Asw 
merphn WTloOx 

preptares for its two millionth guest, 
Tarry ChaAIpion were given a . . . 

club €ammu&& for ecry- 
illg and retired tnanbas ofthe 
~ F ~ ~ d -  
siolK4inaL-andtheir  
fpmilics.” 

Ttsosc Htodificnioas b e  
bc%n~t .bcr t f fbynLaSsi -  
ty over the years. 

Theor ig idbddingwas  
demolished in 1972 and 
compktetyecaprrmisabuilt 
on pn ofthe origid site. 

‘‘Abut 12 years ago it 
bocamc obvious that there were 
not enough servicemen and 
ex-Servi- around to make 
the dub a going concern,” said 
Mr Dove. 

“The fentre of gravity for 
tmwp movement had moved 
away from London to plaaa 
such as Luton and Brize 
Norton, so we had to do some 
pretty serious thinking.” 
As a result, for the first time 

in its history, the Union Jack 
Club offered temporary honor- 
ary membership to outside 
organisations, including the 
fire, police and ambulance 
Services. Then, in 1985, it was 
opmcd to officers. 

To impme its image 
funher, eight bedmom floors 
wac adapred to indude 
en-suite fadlities - a process 
which is now king extended. 
“We haw been ploughing 

money back in considerable 
quantities to improve the 
fadlitiep,” said Terry Dove, 
“so we hope we aregetting up 
to the standard of a gwd hotel 
or London club - but at the 
same time retaining our 
intention of keeping the price 

The public room 

of bed and breakfast at below 
the daily rate of pay of an 
ordinary trained soldier, d e  
or female.” 

The Union Jack is open 24 
hours a day, dub secrefary Lt 
Col Tom Forrest explained, 
and has a good proportion of 
regular visitors - many of 
whom re-book More they 
leave. 

Serving members of the 
Armed Forces and Territorial 
Army pay no fee: they have 
antomadc membership of the , 
club. Ex-Servicemen and I 
womenandtheirfamiliescan 1 
either take out temporary ‘I. 
honorary membership if they 
do not visit London frequently, 
or pay a subscription and 
entrance fee. 
As for catering, Col Forrest 

feels the club has been 
exceptionally lucky. 

“It was of fundamental 
impomce that we got away 
from the ‘cookhouse’ syndrome 
and left that image behind,” he 
said. 

“Nowadays, with carpet on 

I 

L 

the floor and cloths on the 
tahks, not to mention waiter 
service at lunch and dinner and 
A la cane meals cooked by a 
master chef who served with 
the Welsh Guards in the 
Falldaods, it’s definitely a 
restanrant and not a canteen.” 

The club has 120 profes- 
sionally-mined staff, with 
housekeeping the biggest de- 
psrrment. 

“We decided some years ago 
that we had to pay above the 
basic rate to staff if we were 
going to attract them, so we 
hold an annual review of 
SPLnries,” said Mr Dove. 

Like himself, many of the 
sraff are ex-Service persomel: 
the stores and functions 
managers are both former 
Guardsmen, for example. 

But private soldiers need 
have no fepr of an RSM 
checking their every move- 
ment. 

“This is not a military 
establishment, it is definitely 
the place for a break. 
Serviamen can walk thmugh 

the door and they don’t have to 
buy a drink or meal. The only 
proviso is that they should be 
suving at the time.” 

As a deliberate policy, 
officers and their families have 

Keeping an avuncular, but 
nonetheless extrundy profes- 
sional, eye on the club is its 
Comptroller, Bng John Ghika. 

“The aim of the Union Jack 
is to make pcople welcome,” he 
said. 

“We have more tban MO 
rooms, htth single and family. 
The club is a registered charity 
and is not owned by the MOD 
or any individual service.” 

Each mom contains a “tick 
list” to help with quality 
control, the brigadier ex- 
P M .  

“If anyone puts ‘fair’ or 
‘pod we write to them. That is 
terribly impormnt.” 

He has stayed overnight at 
the dub when necessary. 

“It’s one thing to discover 
faults when I am walking 
round, but quite another when 

separate facilities. 

I am d y  using a room. It 
can be useful to find that we 
don’t always gn it right.” 
Most of the time, it would 

appear that they do - from a 
flourishing boardlfunction 
room to a gallery of Victoria 
Cmss winners and the start of 
what the brigadier hopes will be 
a wall-full of war medals in 

Bedroom door shields trans- 
fewd from the old club tear 
testimany to the Union Jack’s 
rich history. 

“In memory of our son, 
kilIed in Flanders on June 13th 
1915 aged 32”; “To Colonel X 
of the 15th Bengal Cavalry, 
who served in India during the 
mutiny”; “In gratitude for a 
life spar& France, 21st April 
1916.” 

But Brig Ghika and his team 
are looking forward, not back. 

One high priority is the 
conversion of shower facilities 
on some of the floors into 
something a little more luxu- 
rious. 

“At the moment, they are far 

cases. 

too much like Army wash- 
houses, which is the imsge we 
want to do away with,” the 
brigadier said. 

The future of the Umon Jack 
looks good, according to Col 
Forrest. 

“I do think we provide what 
people want at the sort of price 
which they think is reasonabk. 

“Of c o w ,  the ‘OM and 
bold’ might say: ‘This isn’t 
what I ranrmber’. But there 
are a whole lot of new 
conditions whiehprevaii today. 
As well as being *charity3 we 
are also a public limited 
company, so we could easily go 
to the wall ifwe got our sums 
wrong.” 

He is due to kave his post 
this year and Brig Ghika is due 
to retire possibly in iaW, when 
it will be time for new blood 
and new ideas, they say. 

The Union Jack Clab sill be 
pll the pawawi?lwut t8rm. 

Meanwhile, some time next 
May, the Waterloo esnblish- 
ment is expecting its two 
millionth guest. . . 

sa 



rersonaiiy speamg 
m 

' 'I *. '. 

- 1  

..... .- 

UP; ,..' 
bywy block 

............. 
'' ..m 
BxMl ! Rgnk .............. Name ........................................... 

1 Address .............................................................. 

...................................... Post Code; .................. 
Fl I ........................................................................... 

AlUvnlgh this br not, on. 
ihe face of it, unmnson. 
aMe, the is 
complicated because the 
systemcannotpayredun. 
dancy money into the 
reclundee's bank on the 
date This of disohaqa. stumbling btodr 

means senrioe lmlwmel 
may not be able to afford 
rented- ' n o r  
OoMJiete m o w h s f a r  a 

I Tel No. WO rk ........................ Home .................... 
Place ............................... 

exchange .................................................... 
ase Nsh information on: X2 0 Scoupe 0 

I posting date .......... ' Detivety dale requi ................ 
.I 

. .  .-..-, ....... 

private Not to purdase. Naafi spreads the '. 

a m a r m e a m e a Q 3 l a t  

i 



. .  

. .  , 
.. , ~ .  . .. , ~ ,  - : . . . .  . .  

. .  . .  
. .  I _  

the rde 

Potrrars 1 
nd hraun b.,,. .. 
ienry Lamb of Monty 
us rwn-badzed RTR bu 

I 
I 

Splendid to 
the East. . . 

.;/ , . 
. ’  ,” ’ . I . ., Yoy may nat ne&, , 

pdW’accident  insurance for 70 . ’ 

usual weekend. exercise.. . 

L . >’ . ,. 
x i  
h 

i Mc.75 
BFPO 

w.40 

Calais defence sa~ed army 



F 

i 
APPOINTMENTS 

NOVEMBER 
I: Band of The Life Guards concert at Southport Theatre, Southport 
in aid of Army Benevolent Fund Box office 0704 540404, 
7-8: Salisbury Militafla Society s 21% annual exhibition, Red Lion 
Hotel, Milford Street, Salisbury. 
Until November 29: Assignment Falklands exhibition depictmg 
role of sappers during the al Engineers Museum, Brmpton 

JANUARY 1993 
3 0  Victorian Military Society "Bntish India' fair, Victory Services 
Club, Seymour Street London W2 (1030 to 1630) Detailsfrom Dan 
Allen, 181 0635 48628 

T ,  niii% r ~ b d c  evmts ~n tm dary  cmmf m e  Edior 

- _- a 

'. , 
i ,  
.' \ 

L ': 
, 

REUNIONS 

McCrea post 

Tbkm Division centrep- 

lmn Division 
turns to silver 



But what became of Spetsnaz? 
AT ONE TIME Soviet 
Spetsnaz groups were thought 
to be dispersed around the UK 
ready to go to work if hostilities 
between the Allies and the 
Soviets had broken out. 

The scenario has changed 
since then - hut what of the 
Spetsnaz force which was 
thought to he in this country? 
Are they stil l  here or have they 
been recalled by their masters? 

Terry White’s Swords of 
Ligbtning, which tells the story 
of special forces around the 
world, includes much about the 
Spetsnaz force, but does not 
answer the question. 

While this is an interesting 
read about the tough and clever 
people who make up these 
specialist outfits, M r  White has 
seemingly h o v e r t a k e n  by the 
speed of international change. 

While the Spetsnaz may or 
may not be still around, the 
Special Air Service, the Special 
Boat Section, the Green Berets 
and many more certainly are 
and this insight into the way 
they operate makes fascinating 
reading. - JM 

Swords of Llghtning by Terry 
White. Brassey’s, hardback, 
f15.95. 

Para RSM had last 
laugh on snoopers 
AS THE hack-cover synopsis 
of Brig Joe Starling’s Soldier 
On! so casually informs the 
reader, there cannot be too 
many subalterns who have shot 
their commanding officer. 

The CO in question, who 
happily survived, features in 
one of many anecdotes, some 
hilarious, some more serious, 
culled from the author’s Army 
career and beyond. 

Commissioned from Sand- 
hurst into the Suffolk Regim- 
ent, he later transferred to the 

Parachute Regiment, whose 
regimental colonel he was in the 
early 70s. 

Later he served on the staff 
of Gen Haig when he was 
supreme Commander Allied 
Powers in Europe and as 
Deputy Commander South 
West District. On retirement 
he was a TAVRA SecIetary for 
11 years and was appointed 
Deputy Lieutenant of Avon in 
1986. 

At each stage he fmds a story 
or two well worth the telling, 

Saaa of the Burma 
campaign simplifed 
ERROL FLYNN once made a 
f h  about the war in Burma. 
The film raised fierce criticism 
and memories of it persist. 

Veterans of the Burma 
campaign were outraged by his 
screen antics in the Hollywood 
jungles and Flynn never really 
shrugged off the tag of the man 
who won the war in Burma 
single-handed. 

In the aftermath of that 
conflict with the Japanese and 
the emotions it aroused, it was 
not surprising that people 
reacted in the way they did. But 
for all that, filmgoers under- 
stood the storyline even if they 
recognised it as total rubbish. 

Conversely many puhlica- 
tions on the Burma war are too 
detailed for readers to follow, 
says David Rooney, author of 
B m a  Victory. 

His story of the battles of 
Imphal and Kohima in 1944 
will, he suggests, pave the way 
for readers to understand more 
40 

complex books on the subject. 
The picture is somewhat 

blurred by the principal 
players: Gen Bill Slim, com- 
mander of the 14th Army; Maj 
Gen Orde Wingate of Chindit 
fame and US Gen “Vinegar 
Joe” Stilwell. All strong 
characters and, if history is 
correct, hardly ever agreeing 
about anything. Topping off 
this trio was Mounthatten, later 
Earl Mountbatten of Burma, 
who was Commander-in-Chief 
South East Asia from 1943. 

But whichever way you view 
the Burma story the fact 
remains that it still arouses 
much bitterness among those 
who fought there. Fortunately 
books such as this ensure that 
the men of the 14th Army - the 
Forgotten Army - will always 
he remembered. - JM 

Burma Victory by David 
Rooney. Arms and Armour Press, 
f17.99. 

such as the time 1st Battalion, 
The Parachute Regiment was 
stationed in Berlin in the 
mid-70s. 

“Owing to the vagaries of 
geography,” writes Brig Starl- 
ing, “their Berlin barracks was 
not only close up against the 
Iron Curtain hut part of it was 
actually on what was technical- 
ly part of the East German 
territory. 

“Two watchtowers had been 
built into the famous Berlin 
Wall which overlooked 1 Para’s 
barracks and were the source of 
particular activity, in the early 
morning when the battalion fell 
in for muster parade, appearing 
to be manned entirely by East 
German officers with high- 
powered cameras. 

“The RSM put up with this 
for a few weeks and tinally 
produced a blackboard under 
the charge of the Provost 
Sergeant, which was angled at 
the two watchtowers. 

“After getting his Parade 
State from the companies, the 
RSM would have the board 
completed to show: THREE 
MEN ON LEAVE. TWO 
SICK. ONE IN THE 
GUARDROOM. OTHER- 
WISE ONE PARA ALL 
PRESENT AND CORRECT. 

“After a couple of days of 
this the enthusiasm of the 
communist watchers visibly 
waned and their duty watch 
returned to its normal comple- 
ment.” 

Not a conventional hiogra- 
phy, this - more a series of 
entertaining and thought- 
provoking personal glimpses of 
a colourful life. - CH 

Soldier On! The Testament of 
A Tom by Brig J G Starling. 
Spellmount Ltd. softback, €9.95. 

Gen Montgomery end other senior Mwrs stand on a tank in the Western Desert to survey the battle area 

year-old junior officer with 
Nottinghamshire Sherwood 
Rangers Yeomanry, comman- 
ded a couple of Crusader tanks 
at the battle of El Alamein. 

He was just one of many 
young men who took part in 
that pivotal battle in the desert. 
Many of his compatriots died 
for their country. 

He survived - if only for two 
short years - to tell the tale in 
Alamein to Zem Zem, an 
everyday account of life and 
death in one of the most 
historic battles of all time. 

His book was published in 
1946 to much critical acclaim 
and has been re-published a 
number of times since. Now, to 
coincide with the 50th 
miversary year of the battle it 
has been re-issued as a 
paperback. 

Here of course is the broad 
outline of the battle, beginning 
on October 23, 1942 with a 
massive artillery bombardment 
and effectively ending 12 days 
later on November 4 with tanks 
and infantry chasing the 
retreating enemy back to 
Tunisia. 

Personal 
testament 

But Douglas’s account is 
much more personal - the story 
of his part in the battle, much 
of which he seemingly carried 
out in his own way. 

Doubtless battle conditions 
allowed for instant, individual 
decisions if those involved were 
to survive. 

It is a tale vivid with 
descriptive detail of the 
experience of going into battle, 
of being on the receiving end of 
a barrage from the dreaded 
88mm gun, and of the resulting 
carnage of dead, dying and 
injured men, the incessant flies, 
sand and discomfort. The 
reality of war. 

Two years after Alamein, 
Douglas was killed taking part 
in the main assault on the 
Normandy beaches. He was 
just 24 years old. - JM 

Alamein to Zem Lam by Keith 
Douglas. Faber and Faber, 
paperback. f6.99. 

m - - 
Vi1- - -1 im;- l c.- 1s of the _ _ _  sert campaign 
PUBLISHED on the 50th ’ and taped interviews to add 
anniversary of El Alamein, The extra bite to his narrative. 
Imperid War Museum Book of Journalist Gcdfrey Talhot’s 
the Desert War 1940-42 tells impressionistic piece on Opera- 
the story largely through the tion Supercharge, November 2, 
experiences of those who took 1942, captures some of the 
Part. atmosphere: 

Under the overall supervi- “When we saw the armour 
sion of Fd Marshal Lord moving up it was an almost 
Bramall, chairman of the ghostly sight. Tanks’ engines 
museum trustees, editor Adrian roared and tracks squealed as 
Gilbert has drawn on the the column moved forward. 
museum’s resources and de- Black noisy shapes in the night, 
ployed memoirs, diaries, letters each tank creating a choking 

fog of dust as it moved through 
the sand. 

“You could hardly see them 
in these clouds until they were 
nearly on top of you. And so we 
saw these strange dramatic 
glimpses of the armed might of 
the Eighth Army moving into 
battle.” 

A feature of this excellent 
book is its record of the 
Commonwealth forces’ experi- 
ence, including a wealth of 
hitherto unpublished material 

from Australia. Another is the 
extraordinarily good reprcduc- 
tion of photographs from the 
museum’s collection, which 
complement the immediacy of 
verbal descriptions by front- 
line soldiers and observers. 

Also just published is Dance 
of War: the Story of the Battle 
of Egypt, an illustrated account 
of the first battle of El Alamein 
by Peter Bates, a New 
Zealander taken prisoner dur- 
ing the fighting in July, 1942 

when “the few” of the desert 
held Rommel at bay and almost 
destroyed him. - CH 

The imperial War Museum 
Book of the Desert War 
194-2 edited by Adrian Gilberl 
Sidgwick and Jackson. hardback, 
f20. 

Dance of War: The Story of 
the Bettie of Egypt by Peter 
Bates. Leo Cooper, hardback, 
f8.50. 

HHier’e Mountain Troops by 
James Lucas. Analysis 01 the 
Second World War role of the 
Gebirgsjaeger, from Norway to 
Crete. Arms and Armour, hard- 

Defence end the Medle in 
Time of Limlted War edited by 
Peter R Young. Papers delivered 
to an international conference in 
Australia in April 1991 include 
views of the treatment of the press 
by the military. and vice-versa, in 
the Gulf, the Falklands and 
Northern Ireland. Frank Cass and 

back, €16.99. 

CO Ltd. f30 (hardback), f14.50 
(paperback). 

Bitter tale of a Singapore scapegoat 
NUMEROUS books have been 
written about the fall of 
Singapore, who was to blame 
and the reasons for the defeat of 
the Allied forces.. 

Fifty years after the event 
George Chippington, who 
served with the 1st Leicester- 
shire Regiment and was among 
those ordered to lay down their 
a r m s  and surrender to the 
Japanese, tells a “simple 
eye-witness account at grass 
m t s  level of the fighting h m  
the Thai border to the suburbs 

of Singapore.” Now in a 
nursing home, Chippington has 
put his book together with the 
aid of diaries he kept while a 
POW for more than three years. 

It is a story about those 
whose job was not to reason 
why, but simply to do or die. 

As Chippington writes, the 
island‘s defenders did both. 
Thousands of British soldiers 
died, of whom 24,000 have no 
known grave. 

Churchill and many of the 
military leaders do not come 

out well in Chippington’s view. 
A number of their actions and 
decisions be considers to be 
near treachery. 

Revered at home for his 
leadership and morale-boosting 
flair, Churchill, it seems, did 
not enjoy the same measure of 
popularity with those at the 
sharp end in Malaya. 

Judgements attributed to 
him and the actions of the top 
brass whose leadership Chip- 
pington describes as “poor” 
and “inadequate”, did not 

appeal to the soldiers who were 
later to see themselves as 
scapegoats for the surrender of 
Singapore. 

At times this is a bitter and 
sad story, especially his 
description of throwing his rifle 
down a well to prevent it falling 
into the hands of the invaders. 
It was then, he says, that he felt 
he was no longer a soldier. - JM 

Singapore: The inexcusable 
Betrayal, by George Chipping 
ton. Images, f14.95 
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ARMY COLTS face a tough 
progrname of funuw in the 
Ragby Fw&dl Union's Nat- 
west county   pi an ship, 
tnvdling away m take on 
Mddkw mwemh I), 
Hampshire Wovemba 8) and a 
tbird country (November U). 

Bur $eir ppmer in the 
cllamp- for *-hlariollpl 
W w  Sw was due to 
take plpee at the MlIitary 
stpdium, Aldefthot, on octo- 
62 

ber 25, with the Army playing 
hass 10 Slimy. 
In their 6tst represusdve 

match of the 5camY the colts 
lost by w e n  pints to 12 to 
orfardshkc at Henley RFC. 
TIicy w&c alsodue to take on 
Bgdfordshire More the Sumy 
m. 

After chri~mias the Amy 
yososners am sch to 
meet Wdeater at Sir John 
Moore Barracks, Durham at 

o a t h d s y o o w h i c h t h e  
Army t n t d  the touting 
New zeplnnd Cambind Ser- 
uiceS.ThedStCiSDsmnba10 
in Aldushot and the kick-dfis 
likely to be brought forward to 
the ahanoon, as there Is a 
problem with the floorlligfits. 

Shm of getking BRU sec- 
retary, Maj David Mumy up 
me of the pybm wiih a 75- 
mdle f0pdefSbrum;tbm will 
not be eaou& dectric ut for 
an evening match. Shaekjngl 

1 

Adjutant- G c n w r b  Corps who 
beat the RAOC 3-1 to win the 
pkte mmpctit2on. 

The mitchmaka Fair Phy 
Trophy' wm awarded to' the 
-QY. 

In the wni-finds, the 
sigdera gat through 7-5 sfta 
their clwe contest with the 
Royal Artkkyhsd to be M e  
on penalty flicks, ,while REME 
0 v a C a m e t h C R o y . l ~  
chp&agc.by fmxgmk m one. 

. .  

. .  
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Tr uc kies m 
hit the 
rest From Norway to the Falklands, Belize to Hong Kong, 

Northern Ireland to the Gulf -  SOL^^^ is there 

W o R u l w l D E ~ ~ G - W O R u l w l D E C l R C I I L A ~ N  

personal aspects of the new Army of the 90s 

.p1$B::Letters, book and record reviews, competitions, 
diary, reunions 

.. 

'4 
. . .  I .  . . . . . . . . . . .  

for six % - I  

I ......................................................... IN 8HORf: Your best and most informathre guide Name I 
I 
I 
I 

CONTACr U)U)IRII FOR A POSTAL ScoBSCRlpnON I enck.w my chequwP0 psyabk to: '&ldbf I 

------------------J 

..................................................... Addreas British Army, past, present and Mure 

ASKYOURNEWXENTTO ORDER YOU A COPY- OR .................................................................... 
SUBSCRIBE NOW1 Rates UKfl9M:Omras U5M: BFPO EI1.M 

*m &Wetm d klh.bw EdHm 1902 Edmw br 1- A d  - E& in 
Mto: SOLDIER SUBSCRIPIIONS, 

ORDNANCE ROAD, ALDERSHOT, HANTS Gul l  1DU I 
dam sslt lor Humui r  Rn. A M  d Exmbw In F- WaWy 

SOLDIER 
CALENDAR 1993 

nw SODIER W N M R  1993 6 flow available from 
SOLMER !&game The calendar contaim 13 full colour 
phaalraphs of today3 Army in acaon. taken by SOIDIER 

photognphsarerthepmyear It includesREMEatThe 
Tower of London, The Household Cavalry. The Royal 

E n g i m  arW Tk Worcestershire and Shecwwd 
Foresters in Cypnrs, The Duke of Edinburgh5 @Oyd 

Regiment in Seattle. The Army Alr Corps In Normem 
Idand. TkffingSTroopRHATheScotsGuardrat 

b Holyccd Palace, and Army musicians at the 

1 
I,  

r 4 
Royal Military School of Music The cost of the calendar is just €4.50 UK, 

€4.00 BFPO, €4.50 overseas surface mail, i plearesendme cdendar(s) 
and €6.50 overseas airmail. i I enclose my cheque/PO to the value of E payable to SOLDIER. 

I 

: Name 
~ 

lmmml To order your copy simply complete the : 
coupon and return to SOLDIER Magazine I 

I Pddrw 

Calendar, Ordnance Road, Aldershot, i Postcode 
Hants GU 1 1 2DU. i Please allow 2 I days for UK delivery 
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