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Fwd WO% left ot thii Boundary 
Stone for the people of York 
*hen clawe seized the city. 

2 000 YEARS 
The Headquarters of Northern Command is at York--as it 
has been, under one name or another, since Caesar’s day 

Pictures’ SODIER Cameraman FRANK TOMPSETT 

HIS month it b the hrra of York, a city which haF heard the 
bamp of armed men for nearly %lOO years, to mount a major 
mllibry spectack Northern Cosmnaud’s Tattoo, which wan 

The Tattoo rnll be held on the race-course at Knavesmire, near 
T revived Ind year at LaQ 

the spot where Dick T w i n  was 
hanged. For backdrop, there will bears the words ‘*war office.” 
be a model of the city’s famous Most of York‘s soldiers are 
Micklegate Bar. on which the stationed in Imphal Barracks. 
head of Richard, Duke of York. which houses the Depot of the 
W a s  on= Set, encircled in a mock West Yorkshire Regiment and 
crown of paper. the Headquarters of the York- 

No city in Britain has a better sh i r e  a n d  Nor thumber land  
right to. stage a big military Brigade. The troops live and 
display. York grew to the sound train on historic ground, for here 
of trumpets. Vespasian’s soldiers in 1066 was fought the Battle of 
lined its walls: William the Fulford. where Harold of Nor- 
Conqueror took it by storm; the way and Tostig of Northumbria 
b i g h t s  Tempjar had a cavalry routed the Britons. Through one 
depot there. For centuries it corner of the harracksunder- 
stood as a discouragement to the neath the rose parden of the 
Scots. 

Charles I made York his 
Northern Army headquarters 
and held court there. 

Not the least unusual incident 
in its history was the mass 
“duel,” in 1328, between several 
thousand Hainault soldiers and 
the archers of Lincolnshire and 
Northamptonshire. The Hainaul- 
ters, who had come over from the 
Low Countries to attend a royal 
wedding, quarrelled with the 
archers, who challenged them 
to combat. Nearly 250 English 
archers were killed and 700 
Hainaulters slain or drowned in 
the River Ouse. Since then, the 
city has shown a more friendly 
spirit towards strangers. 

York today contains the head- 
quarters of Northern Command. 
If you ask a native of York to 
point out the way there he may 
look blank. But ask him for the 
War Office and he will know 
what you mean. Even the pillar- 
box outside the Headquarters I 

Depot comman&ng offi&r - 
runs the old road along which 
Cromwell’s soldiers trundled 
their guns to high ground from 
which they bombarded the city. 

Imphal Barracks is where all 
recruits to the West Yorkshire 
Regiment first meet the Army. 
They come from York, Leeds, 
Bradford, Harrogate and Morley 
--cities and towns through which 
the Regiment has been granted 
the right to march with fixed 
hayonets-for their initial train- 
ing. When that is over they move 
a few yards across the square to 
form drafts for the 1st Battalion. 
Joining them are drafts sent to 
York from the Brigade’s five 
other Infantry regimental depots 
-the East Yorkshires, the York 
and Lancasters, the Duke of 
Wellingtons, the Green Howards 
and the Royal Northumberland 
Fusiliers. Every few weeks from 
Imphal Barracks trained recruits 
of t h e  six regi-  
men t s  a r e  sent 
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U the Army. Smior offifas are 
always invited to take part in 
civic activities. From its own 
financial resourcm tbe City 
Council two ycprs ago 8et up a 
ndlitsry m- in the OM 
Debtors' Rhon w k e  Dick 
T ' ppnthish#&ys.Until 

a dctadlon barrpdrs. It now 
housss in srparate rooms his- 
torical relii of every Yorkshire 

W T & e  Debtor+' Prison wlui 

rebuiMi  programme for mC 
whole Command. New two- and 
three-storey barrack bl& will 
be erected and also more married 
quarters. Buildings which? be 
brought to date w 4  be 
m&otben w~ be p u ~ +  
down. 

Aprws the road from Imphal 
Barracks is the city's former tram 
depot now mupied  by No. 4 
Command Workshop, Royal 
'Electrical and  Mechanical 
Engineers. Hue all types of 
which,  guns, small-arms and 
iostrumcnts beloo& to unita 
in the Epst and Wat  R of 
Yotkshire are repairi?Yom 
here. too, teams are scnt out to 

abroad to riX diancst countrk Two, Austria and finally Malaya. 
in which therr battalions are The West Yorkshire Regiment 2000 YEARS serviq+Mslaya, ~ e n y a ,  e o y p ~ ,  cannot claim a long assocmtion 
Germany, Cyprus m d  Gibraltar. with its county. It was r a d  in A GARRISON There was disappointlneet Keat m 168s and recruits were 
among the West Yorkshire drawn from that county untik 
recruit8 who had hoped to do 1791 w h e ~  it becam the Be& 
some bandit chaaing when it was fordshire R e p w t .  Not until 
learnrd that their 1st Pattrltoa 1873 were the 5st links Forged 
was homeward bound to t a t  up wth Yorkshire. Its pmmt title 
new Q W ~ B ~  in Northem Ire- waa adopted in lRll whea the 
land. It was from Ulster in 1929 depot moved to York, taking 
that the Battalion pet out far an over new barracks which, 
overseas tour which lasted for 26 although modernised from time 
yea- unusually long period to m e ,  are now sadly out of 
these days. Sincc 1929 the date. However, plans are afoot 
Battalion hi18 served in for Imphal Barracks and the 
Cyprus, India, the West Indits, adjacent Cavalry Barracks to be 
Burma throulhout World War included in a big. five-year 

SriUinoIy oeu their h e s   to^ on the first-dass 8round.q + ' 

thaw who *not @ fitted into lmphll Barracks. Ttie Army are 
ksai supporters of York City .~ .: 

inhpbjrsllts of York, For m e  Stb We& Yorkshires (Territorial e tiy Miliw.Hospital built Amy), drw.4 in acarlet a id  
18. 191 and mfe modmussd, white (whiihareslso theteam'? 

~ k t a  frorn the u d i m  has- hommatches. 
p&aIs. Asmy md EiTi1i.n goetorS The hedpar t t r s  .an& com- 
share Ute same operating theatre panies of three Territorial Army 
and usa the sune equipment. As battalions-the 5th West York- * they haw net ken d e d  shim,wirh.wldchisaEiliatedthe , 
w to operate on each 'other's 305 Women's Royal Army Corps . - 
paticats. (east and West Riding) Bat- 

Every Arm1 un&.in Y%k& ,tplion, aed the YorksFe &.s- 
a%am in the ocal ewilian Half- sa- well as a thrwing Home 
Holidav Football Leame and Guard Battalion -are also in ~' . i 

h Y  In ita w. twp thd Army helps the Football Club. The hand.& the . 

~ t a k e r i m t h e d e w t 3 f ~  CoIetIrs). play at nuay ef Ute ;: 

m&&iaaWstPlgun$. . 
Nwrt .door is the d y  Ord- 

nance Depot in Northem Corn- 
maaQ Its shcds lie alongeide a 

witd 25 yolrp p90, 
rea f i q  ,W&lwich 

by ships which d e d  up the 
RiwrOuse. 

B e a ~  of the anhlriw-ald 
essod.llons h a e n  York na8 
the Army it is not surprisiq 
that there exists bohwen them 
a healthy undmtanding and 
mutual helpfulness. York ~ o e g  
o ofitswlytamaketbwhtdier A at home. 

The training grounds in 
lmphal BariAcks b e 1 9  to Ute 
City couaeif which loans them 

re#iment. 
The married soldim in York is 

rmbablv batter off than lnmost 
bther & r i m  towna. T k m  is no 
lack of Army hirings in the city. 
for many of the inhabitants, 
having been sddiers themselvcz, 
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NORTHERN COMMAND 

m-wa. . 
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“WHAT DO YOU WANT? 
WO* h headhg 

-itinml little jolre at 

There‘s a famous song about the Quartermaster, but it 
does not do him justice. H e  is a miser with a heart of gold 

are the quartermaffu’s T tbe CxDUme nf tbose who 

everyone delights to sing the 
libellous sonu about the Quarter- 

~~ 

the store. in the-stostore: 
But the quartermaster’s “What 

do you want? You cau’t have it” 
docs not mean that he never dis. 
gorges. He is just naturally cau. 
tinus. After long years of seMce 
he knows all the “try-ons”. He 
has heardall the threadbare pleas 
for replacement of threadbare 
garments, and can size up a man 
as efficiently as he can size up a 
dump of coke. 

His twin objects in life are to 
protect his stores, which may be 
worth thousands of pounds, and 
to see that his unit has everything 
to which it is entitled. I 

In war-time, when units fend 
for themselves more than in 
&!eace, a quartermaster’s acquisi- 
tiveness is both a blessing and a 
source of mystery. In regimental 
histories you may read that the 
quartermaster produced a ration 
of chocolate or a convoy of c a p  
tured vehicles at the opportune 
moment. The authors usually 
add, “from Heaven knows 
where.” Quartermasters are re- 
sourceful, and sometimes secre- 
tive. 

The quartermaster is an old 
soldier who has risen to the goal 
of most soldiers who join to make 
a career through the ranks. He is 
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Major Harry Kitney, quartemmoster ot’the Royal Berkrhirer’ Depot, stomps a recruit’s 
shirt with his Army number. Major Kitney has served 36 yean with his regiment. 

manding officer was a subaltern. 
He becomes a repository of regi- 
mental history and a stalwart of 
the regimental association. Often 
his wife gives useful advice to 
the men’s wives and is consulted 
by the commanding officer’s wife 
on family matters in the regi- 
ment. 

the battalions and depots of the 
Corps. The first two were a p  
pointed last year; now four more 
are to be commissioned. 

For first-hand information 
about quartermasters, SOLDIER 
went to the Depot of the Royal 
Berkshire Regiment at Reading 
to meet Maior Harrv Kitnev. one 

Kitney joined the Royal Berk- 
shires 36 years ago and was the 
youngest cdmpany sergeant- 
major in the Army in his day (he 
achieved this rank after only 
seven years’ service). From regi- 
mental sergeant-major of the 1st 
Battalion, he was commissioned 
to be the Battalion’s ouarter- 

selected from-a list of warrant master in 1940; By the t h e  he  
o h r s ,  class one and regimental leave their regiments to become masters in the Arrnv~ Mmior left it he hid ~ ~ r v r r l  in the Rat- 
or technical quartermaster-ser- staff quartermasters. They are 
geants (the list may include offi- usually senior majors and lieu: 
Ccrs on short service or extended tenantsolonels with at least five 
commissions who have held these years tn serve. They become 
“shadow” ranks). quartermasters at such peace- 

He is commissioned as a lieu- time establishments as Sandhurst, 
tenant and rises by time promo- the Staff College and Army Ap- 
tion to captain and major. His prentices’ Schools. Staff quarter- 
scale of pay is different from that masters are also employed as 
of other officers, rising every two chief clerks in Home Command 
years. Four of every hundred headquarters and the private 
officers in the ”quartermaster secretary to the Adjutant-Gen. 
category” are lieutenant-colonels. eral is also a staff quartermaster. 
promoted by selection. This cate- Normally quartermasters are not 
gory includes directors of music, given other Staff appointments, 
riding-masters, cypher officers, but exceptions have been made 
masters-at-arms and other speci- since 1939 and there are quarter- 
alist and technical officers. master - commissioned officers 

Regular quartermasters are holding Staff appointments in the 
commissioned only into the War Ofke today. Quarter- 
arms in which they are serving masters in units which are not a 
and, in Infantry and Cavalry, part of the normal pea=-time 
normally into their own regi- establishment. such as families’ 
ments As a result. the ouarter- transit camm in Germanv. have 

A few Regular quartermasters of the seiior m$or q&er- 

,. ~~~ ~ 

~~~ ~ ~~~~~~~~ 

,master is often the offi&r with short-servickor extended quarter- 
the longest continuous service in mastersommissions. 
his unit. He may have been a The Women’s Rnyal Army 

sioned officer when the com- quartermasters. They work in 
promising young noncommis- Corps is the latest to have its own .;e:,.. 
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talion ~oatinuoudy for 17 ycars. 
He is now the R+nut t ’ s  oldest 
serving member; mt ddcsc is 
another quartamaster. 

During World War Two, the 
1st bttalion bad I J  command- 
in# dliccr6 (one of whom was 
Gawd Sir M k  Dcmpeey, now 
CdoDa of the R-ent) and 
about 350 od6ms scrved with it. 
MJa Kitncy nerved with thcm 
dI md p p v d l y  clphns he did 

W s d m a m i a .  H e m a  
r-td lo3ontayig. rhcD 

the Resiment an a iub.ltcoe 
Today.8 quan&muter not 

only hpr mae to loot after. he 

M( athr 8 &y Of tha b t -  ---- dtbe 

brair pgpmvcd, inch&a rebabili- . shard out,” says Major Kitney. 
two hard courts. “aird the water out of that Mer 
.Amprovunrata aod a:  wlsd of rum for sin months.” 
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Private Davy Sued 
His  Quar termaster  
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