Firefightg m at:lmrf Picture




Value this good makes
me proud to be British

SAYS RONNIE BARKER

“There’s no doubtaboutit, British cars really are exceptionally
good value for money at the moment. That's true whether
you are buying Tax Free or Tax Paid. The fall in the Pound in
recent years has made them an absolute bargain compared
with most foreign models of similar size and performance.
Iltwon'tlastforeversosend forthelatestNatocarsInformation
Pack today. It's a deal not to be missed.

“You'll be sure of getting full NATO Discount — up to 17/%%
even on Tax Paid cars; maximum Tax Free entittement and
a choice of models from all the major British manufacturers.
Plus a free cross-Channel ferry scheme if you are based in
Germany; simple part-exchange (that gives you the use of
your existing car right up until delivery or collection of your
new one) and confidential credit with genuine 10% deposits
and 48 months to pay. There's even a rush order service with
large numbers of popular export models available from stock,
and a delivery team that works round the clock, seven days
aweek.

“We've thought of everything. We've had to. Because
although our H.Q. in UK. is the most advanced car buying
centre forH.M. Forces anywhere, and you can always be sure
of awarm welcome, most of our overseas customers prefer to
use our unique personal mail order service. Perfected over
tenyearsitworks sowellthatwe don'teven employ salesmen!
Instead of spending our time trying to sell you a car, we devote
our energies to organising the car you want to buy.

“This gives you the best possible chance of having exactly
the model you want, where you want it, and when you want it.

“All the problems of paperwork, insurance, part-exchange,
credit and delivery are efficiently handled by one person who
supervises your purchase from start to finish; and the car is
prepared so that youreally do feel you've had good value for
money.

“So make no mistake about it. There are other NATO Sales
organisations but there is only one Natocars - first in the field
and still No. 1 with H.M. Forces. ;

“British cars, at a bargain price, from a British firm that
offers the finest customer care service on the market; it
really does make me proud to be British.”

Natocars

A better way to buy your next car

Please send me Natocars Information Pack. Tick boxes for details
Name Rank

Present Address
& sl

Car for use-in (Country) Deliverydate _____ (approx) .
. [JFORD [JVAUXHALL [ICHRYSLER [JSIMCA  LEYLAND -

. [] Austin [JMorris [ Princess [JM.G. [JRover [ Triumph .
(] Daimler [JJaguar - (] MOTOR CARAVANS (] USED CARS
TN TN TN rNIT I Y

Wylds Estate - Bristol Road - Bridgwater - Somerset TA6 4DG
Telephone: Bridgwater (0278) 55555 Telex: 46285
To telephone from Germany, dial 0044-278-55555
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WRVS "DEMOBBED’ FROM GERMANY

JUST BEFORE CHRISTMAS a sad pro-
cession of dedicated ladies made their way
back to Britain — after more than three
decades the Women’s Royal Voluntary Ser-
vice was ending its welfare and social role
with Rhine Army.

In addition the WRVS welfare personnel
in Hong Kong and Gibraltar are also return-
ing home immediately — and this summer
the last two will leave Cyprus.

Now only a handful remain of hundreds
of WRVS volunteers who at one time
manned clubs for troops throughout the
world. Three ladies are left in Berlin —
while talks are still going on about their
position, a Ministry of Defence spokesman
told SOLDIER: “We are doing our best to
see that they stay in Berlin for the fore-
seeable future.”

There is also a question mark over the one
WRYVS lady in Belize — discussions are still
being held between the Ministry and the
WRVS.

What finally sounded the death knell for
the WRVS ladies and their clubs was
money. Until 1975 they were paid for by
Naafi. Then Naafi decided that an over-
whelming need for the WRVS clubs in
Germany no longer existed.

The Royal Air Force accepted the situ-
ation and all of its clubs closed. But the
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Army continued with a limited number of
clubs throughout Rhine Army. In recent
years the cost of keeping the WRVS ladies in
Germany (they were allowed only their keep
and a small amount of pocket money) was
met by a half of one per cent deduction from
the Army’s Naafi rebate. When the rebate
was reduced from five to three per cent, this
meant that units were receiving, after
deducting the WRVS half per cent, only half
their previous rebate.

A spokesman of the Army’s Directorate of
Personal Services said: “The closure of the
clubs was an economic necessity. We had a
g0 at running them ourselves but we have
just not found it possible to continue. After
all, the rebate deduction was being made
from every unit in the Army but only a small
number were actually benefiting.”

As well as in Berlin and Belize, WRVS
representatives remain with boys’ units in
the United Kingdom and with troops in
Northern Ireland. In addition they will con-
tinue with Gurkha family welfare work in
Hong Kong, Nepal and Brunei.

Services welfare work was started by the
then Women’s Voluntary Service (the
‘Royal’ was added in 1966) during World
War Two with station canteens serving
refreshments to servicemen travelling by
train. These quickly developed into clubs

and centres near railway stations and, in
1943, the WVS was invited by the Director
of Army Welfare to undertake welfare social
activities in large leave clubs run by Naafi
overseas.

In March 1944 the first of the green-
uniformed WVS women left for Algiers and
Italy and, after the Normandy invasion,
groups were soon working in both France
and Belgium. In February 1945 the first of
the canteens was in operation and by May
the WVS 'were in Germany itself — an
association which was to continue for more
than 32 years.

A survivor of that early canteen service,
74-year-old Miss Kathleen Robeson, recalls
that with a partner she drove a canteen
through Belgium and France and then spent
a hectic year doling out ‘char and wads’ at
nominal prices to the British occupation
forces.

“I was in the Hamburg area and then
around Celle,” she said. “It was an all-day
job. We had a different round each day and
would often visit every unit in a brigade in a
single day. We would finish in the evening
and then had to clean up the van. But it was!
a grand experience.” 5

By the end of 1945 the number of WVS|
personnel in Germany with canteens and|
libraries, as well as in Naafi clubs, was about



Opposite and above: Tea, sympathy and advice
were given on railway station platforms by WVS
ladies during World War Two and (right) mod-
ern clubs offered snooker tables and darts.

Above: A National Service draughts game for
men of the 3rd King’s Own Hussars, Iserlohn.

Below: Iserlohn 23 years later. Sappers enjoying
a game of cards in their crowded WRYS club.

A TRIBUTE FROM THE ADJUTANT-GENERAL

On behalf of the many hundreds of thousands of soldiers who have
benefited from the kindness and understanding of the ladies of the WRVS
Services Welfare, | would like to acknowledge the debt we owe to them.
The Service has been in existence for over thirty years and we have come
to recognise the familiar green uniform as a part of the Army scene. It is
very sad that circumstances have led to the withdrawal of most of the
ladies from overseas. They leave, as did their predecessors over this very
long period, with our grateful thanks for a job incomparably well done.

180 and this figure was maintained through-
out the late 1940s and the 1950s.

At first the WVS worked in large town
clubs which provided every facility and
social activity in a self-contained world, then
as things improved and servicemen were
able to go out and find recreational facilities
on the German ‘net’ the large clubs were
phased out and unit canteens gained in
importance.

But in the past five years there has been a
steady decline in numbers — until two years
ago when only 70 WRVS women remained.

General Sir Jack Harman

Then the RAF decided not to continue with
their clubs and the Army’s limited funds
from the Naafi rebate meant that only 31
ladies could be retained,

Now, the last club has closed its doors —
except for those struggling on with volunteer
help. And the last WRYVS lady has left Rhine
Army — possibly forever.

But the Services Welfare administrator at
WRVS HQ, Miss Josie Dukes, told SOL-
DIER: “We have said that if in the future
the Army needs us again we shall answer the
call as we have done in the past.”

" Above: Miss Kathleen Robeson (right) with the
mobile canteen she took to occupied Germany.




I

Above: Only a handful of pins left in the map.

AS THE ADMINISTRATOR for Rhine
Army, Miss Nancy Barlow has watched the
pins on the map on her wall diminish from
almost a hundred to a handful — and now
both she and the map have gone from the
Naafi headquarters at Waldniel near Rhein-
dahlen.

For Nancy Barlow, and many women like
her, the WRVS and the welfare of the single
soldier have been their life’s work — it was
back in 1945 when Miss Barlow sailed away
in a troopship bound for Bombay.

Her travels encompassed India, Burma,
Germany, the Canal Zone, Hong Kong and
Benghazi. Then in 1958 she got her first
administrative post — based in Cyprus and
spanning an area including Swaziland,
North Africa, Bahrein, Aden and Kenya. In
1966 her headquarters moved to Aden where
it stayed until the British withdrawal. She
then went back to the Far East, based in
Singapore and administering Malaysia, Gan
and Hong Kong as well. Then it was back to
Germany and eventually her present post.

Miss Barlow, a well-spoken and kindly
woman, told SOLDIER: “I wouldn’t have
missed any of it. First of all I was with men
who had actually fought, then with National
Servicemen and lastly with the all-volunteer
Army.

“Running a club in National Service was
very worthwhile because very few of them
wanted to be in the Army and they were
missing their Mums. They had practically
no money so anything that we could organise
in the WRVS clubs was successful. We
used to have talent shows and either bil-
liards, darts or table tennis tournaments
every night and there was a marvellous spirit
among them. The sort of programme we had
then would never go down now because the
soldiers are so well paid and sophisticated.”

Now Miss Barlow retires to Britain with
regrets — “‘I suppose I should consider
myself jolly lucky to have been able to do
this work for so long. But now I will have to
get to know and learn to live in my own
country — where I have not spent more than
two months at a time in 30 years.”

MRS JOAN KEANE knew all about the
Army — she was married to a soldier. After
her husband died she joined the WRVS,
leading to eight-and-a-half happy years in
Fallingbostel, Cyprus and then with 26
Engineer Regiment at Iserlohn.

An attractive blonde lady, Mrs Keane is
known throughout Corunna Barracks at
Iserlohn as ‘Joan.” And while she is one of
the lucky few, having landed a WRYVS
appointment with junior soldiers at the
Guards Depot, Pirbright, the wrench of
leaving Iserlohn is a strong one.

When she arrived there four-and-a-half
years ago, Joan was given a set of attic rooms
and set about creating her club. Now it
boasts a lounge, a table tennis and darts
room and a snooker hall,

She told SOLDIER proudly: “Everything
is immaculate. We have never had a table or
a chair damaged. If you give soldiers some-
thing nice they respect it — I get so angry
when people refer to them as a lot of ani-
mals. I’'m not saying they are all angels but I
cannot fault their behaviour. They tease the
life out of me but are never rude.”

WRVS ladies (or ‘girls’ as they call them-
selves) have received only out-of-pocket
expenses in addition to their free food and
accommodation. Says Joan: “I subsidise this
myself because I have a private income, but
not everyone is so lucky. If you don’t smoke,
don’t go to the hairdresser’s and don’t run a
car you could probably manage. But our
payment is in the appreciation we get from
the soldiers. Money’s not everything.”

The sappers at Iserlohn, like other units,
are making every effort to keep their WRVS
club going, even though the WRVS worker
herself has been withdrawn. They are using
a roster of volunteer wives to open for two or
three nights a week. Major Geoff Hill,
second-in-command, told SOLDIER: “The
wives are not really the answer because they
are part of the machine. The great value of
someone like Joan is that they trust her and

know she will not pass on what they say to _

anybody else.
“The room and facilities in it are valuable

in themselves in that they constitute a quiet
place where chaps can play games and read
magazines and where they cannot buy
booze. It is a very widely used and popular
place.”

Sapper Tim Agace agreed: ‘“We shall miss
her. When Joan has been on holiday we
come and sit down here and it just doesn’t
have the same atmosphere at all. She never
has less than a dozen people in here even
when the squaddies are out on exercise.”

Below: Bull’s-eye for Miss Keane — a new
WRVS job with junior soldiers at Pirbright.

AT OSNABRUCK, a major garrison town,
there used to be seven WRVS ladies. Now
the last two, Mrs Julia Midgley and Miss
Margo Espeland, awaited the end. As Miss
Espeland put it: “We are the last of the
green bottles on the wall.”

Like Mrs Keane at Iserlohn, Mrs Midgley
has managed to obtain another post — with
the junior signalmen at the former RAF
station at Ouston, near Newcastle-on-Tyne.
She felt that unlike most units her own
clients, 1st Battalion, The Devonshire and
Dorset Regiment, might not miss the
WRYVS club too much. This is because their
home at Belfast Barracks, Osnabriick; has
recently been modernised. Single soldiers’
quarters now consist of flatlets with their
own cooking facilities.

“We hope they are going to keep it run-
ning with a committee of boys — but even if
not, the Devons and Dorsets will find
somewhere to go. They are very enterprising
lads.”

Her table tennis partner, Private George
Mortimore, said he hoped to be a member of
the organising committee. He added: “If
this closes we will have nowhere to go when
we have no money. The next thing may be
that some people will go down town and
cause trouble.”



Miss Espeland’s club was one of the few in
Germany not owned by or on Naafi pre-
mises. Called the ‘Colditz Club,’ it com-
prised some hutments left behind by a film
company after they filmed the screen version
of the Colditz story at Scarborough Bar-
racks, Osnabriick, now the home of 15
Squadron, Royal Corps of Transport.

Here again the axe has been poised for two
years and already the club has lost one of its
billiard tables. Said Miss Espeland, who has
no job to go to: ‘“We have not been able to
plan ahead at all for the last two years. It has
been most unsettling.”

Above: Mrs Midgley is a table tennis champ.

Below: Miss Espeland — *‘a last green bottle.’

POLISH BORN Mrs Marianne Wilcox
speaks fluent German and has relatives in
Germany. So, after spending 22 years in
England and raising her daughter, she
jumped at the chance to go to Rhine Army
with the WRVS.

Now it has ended on a sad note. Her club
in the Naafi at Waterloo Barracks, Miinster,

home of 2nd Battalion, Scots Guards, was
already undergoing conversion as Mrs Wil-
cox spent her final days there. It is scheduled
as a families community centre.

As she pored over a scrapbook recalling
happier times with the WRVS, Mrs Wilcox
said wistfully: “Eight years is a very long
time. I felt so attached to the men that I
wanted to stay to the end. But perhaps this
was a mistake — if I had left earlier it might
not have been so sad.”

She describes her role as that of a mother
and a friend. “I see them get engaged and
fall in love. Then they need to cry on your
shoulder when they get a ‘Dear John’ letter.
I tell them to cheer up and that there are lots
of fish in the sea and as time goes by you
gradually see their smiles coming back.”

Right: Miss Wilcox and scrapbook of memories.

UNTIL A COUPLE of years ago there were
so many WRVS girls in the Sennelager-
Paderborn area that they had their own
mess. But since the first cut-back, Mrs
Helen Irving and Miss Judith Richardson
have had an entire floor of the mess to
themselves.

Almost nine years ago Mrs Irving and
Miss Richardson flew to Germany on the
same aircraft to begin their WRVS careers.
Mrs Irving, a widow, had a particularly
daunting task. Her club at Barker Barracks,
Paderborn, embraces men from three units
— The Queen’s Royal Irish Hussars, 45
Medium Regiment, Royal Artillery, and 1
(British) Corps Combat Supplies Battalion,
Royal Army Ordnance Corps.

“At first I had to work very hard to make
these units friendly with each other,” Helen
recalled. “But now there is never any
trouble between them and they all mix quite
happily. This is in fact the only place where
they do this — even in the Naafi they tend to
stick in groups.”

Miss Richardson, whose club is with 39
Field Regiment, Royal Artillery, at Sen-
nelager, was also put into a hot seat on her
arrival. “They told me I would last three
months when I first arrived. There had been

a lot of changes in the club before and I was
told that the gunners were too rough. Yet I
have found that the so-called bad hats are
often very nice people.”

Miss Irving’s club runs the entire length
of the upper floor of a Naafi building. Its
future is still undecided. And an air of
uncertainty hung over the club like a black
cloud in its final months.

“I have had people asking what is going to
happen to this and what is going to happen
to that,” she said. “I don’t know any more
than anyone else but my guess is that it will
be .arved up. I feel sometimes as though I
am getting into a coffin and someone is
knocking the nails in.” :

A Queen’s Royal Irish Hussars senior
non-commissioned officer expressed his
misgivings in blunt terms: I think it will be
a big loss. If you deprive these boys of these
facilities they will have to go out of the camp
gate. I reckon if you asked them they
wouldn’t mind financing the club on a
membership basis. Or even deduct some-
thing from pay — even as.a married man I
would not object. To close this place down
completely is stupid in my opinion.” @

Below: Mrs Irving and club record collection.
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When you're the best-selling

car-makers in Europe,

you know a thing or two
about export cars.

All the possible pitfalls of driving abroad, for
instance. Such as the local laws and customs.

Did you know that you can’t drive in Norway
without corrosion-resistant brake linings?

Or that you need special cooling systems for
very hot climates?

Well, those are the kind of things we’ll tell you
about well in advance.

Along with what to do in really gloomy
circumstances - if, say, your Renault got a bump.

The answer to that problem, by the way, is that
there’ll always be a Renault dealer to help you.

We've got over 10,000 worldwide. (Over 8,000
in Europe alone). So there’ll always be one close
at hand. ‘

Of course, we'll tell you all the good news, too.

That an export car is tax-free. That it will be
ready within a matter of weeks. That we'll ship it
to you if you like. And that we’ll help you fill in all
the Customs and Excise forms.

So by the time you’ve test-driven the Renault
of your choice (there is a wide range of cars and
utility vehicles to choose from) you'll have a pretty
clear picture of what export cars are all about.

As we've said, driving abroad can have its snags.

But drive a Renault, and you're in the best-
possible car to steer clear of them.

To find out more about our export cars, ring
01-992 5544.

Or clip the coupon.

To: Renault Forces Sales, Western Avenue, Acton, London, W3 ORZ. Please send me full details of the Renault range.

O RENAULT
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JUNIOR LEADERS REGIMENT, ROYAL ARTILLERY

Gamecock
Going
Great Gung

WHEN THE SCHOOL-LEAVING AGE
was raised a few years ago from 15 to 16 its
biggest impact on the.-Army was in the
junior soldier units, No longer could these
units take two years or more to prepare a boy
for his adult service.

Now the maximum time allowed is four
terms. “Our biggest problem is fitting a
quart of instruction into a pint of time,” says
Lieutenant-Colonel Derek Corner, com-
manding the Junior Leaders Regiment,
Royal Artillery, at Bramcote, near
Nuneaton.

Nevertheless, despite the frenzied activity
which characterises Bramcote and other
junior leader training centres, great care is
taken beth to equip a youngster for his
Army career and to encourage and develop
leadership qualities.

Bramcote caters for both junior leaders
and junior gunners training. But no
distinction is made between the two on
arrival and often the boy will not know at the
outset in which category he has been placed.

Bramcote has the unusual distinction of
having housed all three Services at different
times. A wartime RAF station, it later
passed to the Navy, which christened it
HMS Gamecock. When the gunners took
the camp over in 1958 the name was retained
as ‘Gamecock Barracks’ and two golden

/
¢

cockerels, reminiscent of the insignia of a
well-known brewery, still adorn the camp
gates.

But unlike most former airfields now in
Army hands, Bramcote is not open, bleak
and windswept. The regiment wisely
planned windbreaks and these have grown
to maturity and provide protection from
nor’easter and sou'wester alike.

Recruits go to Bramcote in three intakes.
In September there may be as many as 500
new junior soldiers, at Christmas only a hand-
ful and perhaps 250 in May. On arrival they go

through a rigorous six-week training prog
‘ramme culminating in a ‘Farren Parade’ at
which they already show impressive military
bearing and drill. i Y
During that initial spell the recruits will
have taken their meals in a separate dining
room from the rest of the regiment and will
not have been able to use the Naafi. And
their hectic programme will include drill
assault course training, lectures, sport and
physical training as well as a host of other
activities, .
First priority on the physical side is given
to swimming — and it is the boast of Army
Physical Training Corps instructor
Quartermaster-Sergeant Instructor Gordon
Young that no non-swimmers ever pass out
from Bramcote. : e
He told SOLDIER: “It’s a satisfying:
job here because you can see the end pro-
duct. They come in and over the year
develop into a different type of boy alto-
gether, both physically and in outlook.”
In his first six weeks the recruit will do
periods of physical training and 15 periox
of swimming as well as extra swimming
classes in the evenings. It is not surprising
that the regiment’s gymnastic team (which is
actually a hobby) has a fine reputation and
each summer performs at Army displays all
over the country. e
Adventure training plays a big part at
Bramcote and Captain Martin Cooper was

Top: Victoria Cross holder and fmmr on
manding officer, Col Pat Porteous, inspecting

Left: Gun drill with 25-pounders pr
Jjunior gunners for more modern kit
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the first officer to take on this post as a
full-time job. Every boy does three courses
designed not only to test his stamina but also
his leadership and thinking.

In their first term the recruits each spend
a week based at a cottage in Snowdonia.
Here they do mountain walking, map read-
ing and cook for themselves, An addition to
the Spartan existence is a bath in a mountain
stream every morning, summer or winter
*, . . encourages them to save on heating
bills,” quips Captain Cooper.

In their second term the boys spend a
further week in North Wales to include a
three-day walking expedition and a three-
day cancgeing trip. Incidentally the canoes
they use are all made by the boys themselves
in the workshops — some as part of the
curriculum and some as a hobby.

In their final term (third term for those
taking gunnery employment training and
fourth for the remainder) there is a three-

day walking exercise on Brecon Beacons

plus another two days of either canoeing,
rock climbing or potholing. They are
split into groups, leadership is rotated and
the boys are expected to take all their
own decisions as the instructor does not
travel with them (he keeps a watchful eye
from a discreet distance).

The stiff initial training weeds out a few of
the recruits and by the end of the full course
perhaps one-fifth will have dropped by the
way. But for most it is the life they look for.

Says the regiment’s second-in-command,
Major Bill Hjlls: “They expect the drill
square side and the strict discipline and they
expect the sergeant to be beastly. They want
to live out in a bivouac, to fire weapons and
go on field exercises. The only thing most of
them are not keen on is the classroom
work!”

The gunners are the boys who still do
what soldiers did for many years — fire

‘Below left: New recruits on the assault course.

zs-poundef guns, There are 20 of the old
~campaigners at Bramcote and they are used

to train the gunners up to the standard
of the basic trade test.

Major Peter Youlton, commandmg 39‘
Battcry, which deals with gunnery training,
is happy to see his charges train on 25-
pounders: “It may be out of operational
service but it is a very useful gun. It is
soldier-proof and easy to handle but the
system is similar to any other gun so they
can learn all the normal drills. And when
they muster to their regiments they can
fairly quickly convert their knowledge to the :
systems which are in service.” '

One of the three former hangars on the
camp is used to house lecture rooms and an

Top left: Taking the plunge in sub-aqua session.
Top right: The gymnastic team’s fiery display.

Below: First lessons in gunner survey trade.
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ammunition display room as well as a
blacked-out room containing a 25-pounder
where night firing can easily-be simulated.

Education is still well to the fore but the
curriculum has had to be pared to cope with
the shorter period. At one time great
emphasis was placed on obtaining civilian
qualifications such as GCEs and CSEs. Now
this is no longer possible but the boys learn
communications skills and their use in sim-
ple military situations as well as various
elements of military science, military calcu-
lations and other subjects.

The four-term junior leaders all train as
command post assistants, clerks and sig-
nallers — and the success rate for trade
training is 100 per cent. For those who fail
first time there is a special five-week retrain-
ing — meanwhile their colleagues are freed
for cadre courses, special projects and
adventure training exercises which take
them overseas.

The figures for the self-loading rifle are
almost as impressive — a 98-5 per cent pass

rate. Some of this success is probably
attributable to the excellent training
facilities. In addition to one outdoor and two
indoor ranges, Bramcote boasts a new ciné-
target range, installed only last year,

Said an instructor, Staff-Sergeant John
Jeavons: “It’s absolutely invaluable and is
constantly on the go. It not only uses film
but can be transformed into snapshooting
targets. We don’t really need the other
ranges any more,”

All work and no play . . . . . great store is
set on sport of various types and there is
even an artificial ski slope. If a lad shows
aptitude he may find himself ski-ing in the
Alps and the Cairngorms. Last year, in the
junior and novice section of the Army ski
championships, the Bramcote junior leaders
took the first five places out of 117.

There is also a saddle club and here the
boast is that some boys become such
proficient horsemen that they graduate to
the King’s Troop, Royal Horse Artillery, as
riders.

Above: Making canoes for use on expeditions.
Left: Trumpet voluntary — the band’s a hobby.

The Junior Leaders Regiment, Royal
Artillery, has a great success story. By the
end of 1975 a total of 75 Old Boys held
commissioned rank, with four lieutenant-
colonels and 29 majors.

Distinguished ex-members include four-
minute miler Glen Grant and Everest hero
“Bronco” Lane.

Junior Regimental Sergeant-Major Ken
Amyss feels that Bramcote has made a great
difference to his life: “I never did any sport
before I came here — yet now I wouldn’t
miss it for anything. And I act differently
when I go home. I used to go around in
gangs with my friends but I don’t need that
any more.”

The final word must rest with Colonel
Corner: “The development of these lads is
quite extraordinary. Some of them grow up
to six inches in a year due to good food and
exercise. The thing that strikes you most
here is the enthusiasm and dash of both the
permanent staff and the juniors. It’s a very
enthusiastic place.”

-How observant are you?

These two pictures look alike but they differ in ten
details. Look at them carefully. If you cannot spot
the differences, see page 25.
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Thinking of
Life Assurance?
Before you take the plunge, consult Naafi

Find out about the new approach to
endowment assurance that helps counter the
effects of inflation. This Dynamic Savings
Plan and other new Guardian Royal Exchange
Insurance Group plans are offered to members
of the Forces with attractive underwriting
concessions and at lower than usual premiums.
These special terms are available only
through Naafi.

Naafi exclusively yours

To: Insurance Branch, Naafi, FREEPOST
London, SE114BR

(Please use block capitals)

I am interested in life assurance

My date of birth
Icansaveupto £
Married/Single
(Strike out whichever does not apply)
Children: aged [Cyears ]

Monthly/Quarterly/Yearly

All types of Life and Endowment
Assurance can be significantly cheaper when
arranged through Naafi and special policies
can be negotiated to suit individual
requirements.

For details, complete the coupon below
and post in a sealed envelope to:

Insurance Branch, Naafi, FREEPOST,
London SE11 4BR

— —— —— — — —— — —— — —— — — — — —— — —— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —
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The BI‘itiSh Army in 80mm LrHEQUE*E_TNS M}:N

by Alan Caton and Derek Cross :

* QM1 — A Gentleman in Khaki

British Infantry Private, Boer War 1900 *QM?7 — Trumpeter, * 4 QMI12 — Drum Major,
(also suitable for most regiments who fought King’s Troop R.H.A., QMQSCDICSOE'%‘;%ISI?;%TIHH' Gordon Highlanders,
in that war and others of the period — please 1977 c. 1920

specify which badge you require)

A —
\

e

~———
1 i

QMI10 — Warrant Officer

QM14 — Bugler, QMI5 — Drum Major, QM17 — Officer,

with Guidon, . | -
15th/19th King’s Royal 7th Gurkha Rifles, Royal Highland Fusiliers, Leicestershire
Hussars, ¢. 1973 c. 1977 1977 (17th Foot&skegt..
c. 18!

UK, Kit form, QM7: £4.10; QM9: £4.25; all others: £3.85. Assembled
and painted: £13; £13.25; £12.50 respectively. Please add 10% p&p
within UK...... 20% for overseas orders.

Each model comes complete with wooden base, incorporating its own
regimental badge, plus detailed painting instructions and useful
historical notes.

CATALOGUE NOW AVAILABLE

It’s packed with pictures and information on our
ranges of models and badges, plus lots of useful
painting hints and details of artists’ accessories.

*Please note: the original metal bases, depicted with these three figures only, have now A
Send for your copy today, price £1.

been discontinued to conform with the remainder of our range.

Dek Military Models, 71 Vaughan Way, Leicester LE1 4SG. Tel: (0533) 537488.
Stockists for Massachusetts U.S.A., Excalibur Hobbies, 170 Mass. Avenue, Arlington, Mass.
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SOLDIER to Soldier

changed for the worse over the

last two or three decades and that
change has been most noticeable on
the skyline. From being one of the most
wooded countries in Europe we have
become one of the least. Much of the
reduction in the tree population has
been man-made but in recent years dis-
ease too has taken a heavy toll. The
notorious Dutch elm disease has
already wiped out 11,000,000 elms and
it seems doubtful if many of those left
can survive. Beech bark disease has
also struck and now a new peril, sooty
bark disease, threatens the nation’s

B RITAIN’'S countryside has

sycamores.
Against this triple threat there is only
one answer — replanting of other

species. And SOLDIER is more than
happy to back that persistent con-
servation gadfly, Lieutenant-Colonel
Norman Clayden, in his efforts to
restock Ministry of Defence lands with
trees. Colonel Clayden, who is the
Ministry’s conservation officer, has sent
out an appeal to every Ministry of
Defence unit in the country to launch
tree-planting schemes and already
many have responded.

He makes the valid point that the Minis-
try of Defence is the only major land-
owner in the country which does not
have to take into account agricultural
considerations. In fact, trees can often
be actively helpful in training exercises.
One particular area where there is a lot
of scope is on the former RAF airfields
taken over by the Army in recent years.
Usually these are bleak, windswept and
completely treeless. But now, in the
absence of aircraft, there is no reason
why windbreaks of trees should not be
planted. As is recorded elsewhere in
this month's issue, the Junior Leaders
Regiment, Royal Artillery, thought
ahead in this way when the gunners
moved into Bramcote. Now the camp is
neatly broken up by the windbreaks —
and not nearly so cheerless.
Tree-planting is admittedly a long-term
operation. But, as Colonel Clayden says,
those who plan ahead in this way are
insuring the environment for future
generations.

Colonel Clayden deserves success for
his efforts and on the rest of the con-
servation front he can report that suc-
cess. The natterjack toads featured a
couple of years ago in SOLDIER are
thriving, as are many other reptiles,
flora and fauna. There are now 100
active conservation groups in Ministry
of Defence establishments — proof
indeed that the armed forces are not
merely concerned with death and des-
truction.

*

WORLD War Two pilot who lost a
Aleg on active service has only

recently joined the British Limbless
Ex-Servicemen’s Association’s Ven-
turers. The reasons for his late arrival
were twofold. First, he had never let his
disability hinder the leading of an
active, normal life and so was reluctant
to join an organisation which tended to
single out the limbless as special cases.

Second, he had an image of BLESMA
Venturers as broken men in wheelchairs
with nurses hovering attentively over
their shoulders.

To his delighted surprise he found that
the Venturers shattered both myths.
They are an almost alarmingly active
bunch of men and women who have
most successfully replaced their mis-
sing arms and legs with an attitude of
mind that can only be described as guts
and determination. They abhor being
thought of as different from the rest of
us and quite firmly make the point. They
prove it publicly with spectacular stunts
such as parachuting and cross-Channel
canoeing. But perhaps more impres-
sively they prove it in their private lives
by simply not accepting that their dis-
ability will get in the way of a full and
rewarding life.

Such people do not inspire pity — they
have none for themselves. But they
command admiration and respect —
and self-respect is the cornerstone of
their philosophy. The Venturers are out
for new recruits and SOLDIER
wholeheartedly recommends their
drive to any young servicemen who
have been made limbless in recent
years, all too often as victims of the
Northern Ireland bombers.

*

VERHEARD in the mess: | won't
hear a thing against sub-
alterns. They definitely have their

uses. Chuck another one on the fire,
would you!"

*

T is interesting to note that the
I international co-operation between

armies that Nato is constantly striving
to achieve, spans the centuries, at least
as far as one corner of the British Army
is concerned. Some years ago, when
the Department of the Environment was
merely a worried look on the face of the
Ministry of Works, the latter was con-
cerned about flooding on the old South
Cerney airfield, now home of the Royal
Corps of Transport's 29 Movement Con-
trol Regiment.
A drainage contract was put out to ten-
der and came to the notice of the
curator of the museum in nearby
Cirencester. He invited the men from
the ministry to see his aerial photo-
graphs of the site and they clearly
showed the line of a Roman drainage
system installed to serve the adjacent
Fosse Way. He gave as his opinion that,
Roman drains being Roman drains, the
problem was probably only that they
needed unblocking. This evidently
proved to be the case and the work first
done by the Roman sappers proved as
good as new after refurbishing.

*

ENTION of the Romans recalls
that archaeologists have
unearthed undelivered letters

home from soldiers of the Roman Army
stationed in Britain. These letters reflect

not unfamiliar attitudes to suffering-

accommodation in draughty camps
relieved only by the dubious alternative

of sallying forth to keep the peace be-
tween belligerent tribes who, when not
attacking the Romans, were attacking
each other. Roughly translated, some of
the letters read: ‘Dear mum, the food's
terrible, the girls are worse and these
barbarians would not know a good
amphora of wine if you showed it to
them.’ Heard it all somewhere since?

*

IVIL servant Graham Woright

has made military history by

becoming the first private soldier
(he is a part-time trooper in The Royal
Yeomanry), to have psc — passed Staff
College — after his name, following a
course at the college in Camberley
where officers study before promotion.
Civil servants and officers also receive
higher education at the Royal Military
College of Science, Shrivenham, where
some go on to take degrees in technical
subjects. But so far only officers are
accepted at Shrivenham. SOLDIER
knows of several non-commissioned
officers who have gained degrees from
civilian establishments and it seems
anomalous in a modern, technical and
professional Army that warrant officers
and senior NCOs with proven academic
ability should be denied the opportunity
to study at Shrivenham.

*

VERHEARD from the Regimental
O Sergeant-Major: “It's not like

it used to be in the Army. Now-
adays we run on kindness and con-
sideration. Only the other day | had" a
lad up in front of me and | said to him:
‘Be kind to yourself, lad, and consider
what I'll do to you if you don't smarten
Up.t

*

AMPAIGNING for the best of

British traditions is nothing new

to the Army so it should come as
no surprise that more and more soldiers
are joining their civilian bar-
counterparts in preferring cask-
conditioned ‘Real Ale’ to its modern keg
equivalent. In the van of the campaign
are the staff of the Joint Air Transport
Establishment at Brize Norton who have
followed the example of their com-
mandant, Colonel Michael Hickey, in
sampling the excellent local brews.
A home brewer himselt, Colonel Hickey
is trying hard to get Brize Norton
officers’ mess to stock Real Ale to make
a change from the well-kept bottled
Guinness he finds the only palatable
drink to his taste there now.
Are there more pockets of resistance to
the rising tide of keg beer in the Army’s
messes and clubs?

*

HE latest Irish joke going the
rounds has an added zest because

itis a true story. It concerns a patrol
from 5th Battalion, Ulster Defence
Regiment, at a border post just north of
Londonderry. The patrol stopped a Brit-
ish Leyland truck and asked the driver
for identification, both of himself and
his vehicle. Imagine the raised eye-
brows when the driver proudly produced
a logbook for a Volkswagen car!
Because he was heading into the
Republic he was allowed to proceed
but, as the sergeant in charge of the
patrol said as the lorry disappeared into
the distance: “Just let him try that one
on the way back and he’ll get a sur-
prise.”
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PROGRAMMING PROFESSIONALS

THE SUPPLY OF AMMUNITION, the
firing of guns and even the diagnosis of
casualties’ injuries can all be handled by
computers these days. It is the job of a small
Army sponsored tri-Service unit to see that
the men behind the electronic machines use
them to best advantage.

Some 500 students a year come from the

Army, Navy and RAF to the windswept’

collection of huts high in the Dorset hills at
Blandford to study computers and computer
science. Civilians from various government
departments come on the courses too as well
as a small number of servicemen from
Commonwealth and allied armed forces -
currently an Australian, an Iragi, and a
Portuguese officer are studying there. All
are officers or senior non-commissioned
officers.

The main job of the Defence Automatic
Data Processing Training Centre is to pro-
vide the courses for these students who fall
into four categories. The first group — more
than half the total — are those with no pre-
vious ADP experience. These are people who
although not ADP workers themselves need
a basic understanding of the subject as users
or newcomers about to take up a career with
computers.

Those just needing an understanding of
computers take a one-week concepts course
designed to show how the system works and
what it can and cannot do. It also introduces
students to the sub-culture of computer
terminology — “The battle of the jargon” as
the unit’s commander, Colonel B V H Ful-
lerton, calls it.

Students starting their careers in the sub-
ject take a three-week fundamentals course
which delves in greater depth into the con-
cepts and adds some computer language
programming and systems analysis as well.

One step up from these two categories of
beginners come the students developing
their ADP skills. They may wish to special-

Top: A Naval instructor and his Army student,

Right: An RAF student fits in a punched tape.

Below: A joke abacus is mounted outside the
computer room to use ‘in case of emergency.’

‘it ky: Mike Starke
‘ res: Doug Pratt

ise in programming, systems analysis or
‘real-time’ systems - computers in action.

These courses include a two-week study of

the CORAL computer language and three
weeks on the COBOL language for the
trainee programmer. For the student of sys-
tems analysis and design there is a six-week
course leading to the basic certificate in the
subject issued by the National Computing
Centre.

The real-time course - five weeks long —
has been revised recently to give greater
emphasis to command and control infor-
mation systems and data communication as
well as the problems of operating the
hardware.

A surprisingly low two per cent of the

g &)
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student intake go on the advanced course of
30 weeks’ duration which delves into the
inner secrets of various computer systems
and prepares students for management posts
in computer projects. At the end of this
course, students sit the British Computer
Society Part I examination.

The low demand for the advanced course
is a puzzle to the training centre’s staff who
last year passed some 80 Army students
through the basic course but only one
through the officers-only advanced course.
“It just doesn’t make sense,” said Colonel
Fullerton.

As dedicated computer scientists, Colonel
Fullerton and his staff are concerned lest the
Services be left lagging behind in a world

increasingly dominated by electronic
technology. Although the quality of students
passing through Blandford is described as
‘“‘very reasonable,” it is the quantity which
causes concern.

The capacity of the training centre has
increased by 51 per cent in the last year but
its intake has increased by only 35 per cent.
While this is a “move in the right direction,”’
Colonel Fullerton said: “There is still a lot of
empty room at the moment.”

Royal Army Pay Corps, Royal Electrical
and Mechanical Engineers, Royal Army
Ordnance Corps and Royal Signals per-
sonnel are the most likely users of ADP in
the Army today. But teeth arm units too
have their share of ‘real-time’ systems and it
is considered that all too few operators of
equipment such as the Royal Artillery’s
FACE gunnery control computer or Rapier
missile get a deep enough insight into the
background of computer science. ~

The basic mechanics of these systems is
taught within units but Colonel Fullerton
believes more could be achieved if a more

i
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. “trainmg wing was cmatad in 1962
as an element of the School of
~ Signals in Catterick and moved to
~ Blandford with the school in 1967.
In 1969 it achieved a separate
':_ident:ty and became a joint Ser-

wvice unit whose major appoint-
 ments rotate regularly — th
~ present z:gzgnandm ,pok over

:V_\'.siatus came fhe new current name
~ of Defence Automatic Data Pro«- :
; .-_cessmg Tranmng Cen’tra. .

Left: A typical classroom of students shows tri-
Service, plus an overseas and civilian content.

Below: Instructor Lieutenant Jonathan Tamblyn
and assistant WREN Evelyn Stark at their work.

Bottom: Col Fullerton and Cdr John Davis, the
chief instructor, with course-designed plaques.

general training were undertaken to give
users a deeper insight into the concepts of
the kit they are handling. He fears that little
or no development or improvement can be
generated at the all-important ‘shop-floor’
level without that basic training offered by
the ADP training centre.

Although primarily a training estab-
lishment — a role keenly promoted by Col-
onel Fullerton and the tri-Service staff — the
centre uses its various mechanical brains,
controlled by expert human counterparts on
the staff, for pilot study projects for the
Ministry of Defence.

It also provides a consultancy service,
gives presentations and symposia on com-
puter topics and provides a bureau facility
for other ADP users. The latter has been
recently streamlined by the addition of a
dial-in facility which — given the correct
coded password — can tap the memory core
of the centre’s main DEC 10 computer
which emits the contented hum of deep
electronic thought from the afr-conditioned
comfort of its brick-built home in the School
of Signals complex a mile or so from the
centre’s hutted home. @
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‘At Ease’ sweat shirts are beatll#f ully
made leisure wear in fleec¥-lined
100% cotton material &nd are
available with or without the hood
and pockets, They come with your
regimental badge permanently
printed on' the left breast in white
or dark blue depending on the shirt
colouriselected. To order, just
indicate in the coupon below:
preferred colour, size, type of
sweat shirt (standard or hooded)
and badge number (from the
chart) and enclose the appropriate
payment (cheque, money /postal
order, cash).
CUSTOM PRINTED
At Unit or Company level, sweat
shirts are available printed with
your own specific design. Just
supply a drawing (it need only be
rough) for our Art Department to
work to and we will print it on
your sweat shirts at no extra charge
(minimum order 36 shirts). Please
supply size, colour, shirt type
information for quantity orders
on a separate sheet. A brochure
is available on request.

Corps. 6. RMA Band Corps. 67. Small Arms Schoal
Carps. 6B, Military Provost Staff Corps. 69. Royal

Army Educational Corps. 70. Royal Army Dentak

Corps. 71. Royal Pioneer Corps. 72. Intelligence

Corps. 73, Army Physical Training Corps. _ |

74. Army Catering Corps. 76. General .

Service Corps. 76. Queen Alexandra's
Royal Army Nursing Corps. 77. Women's

Shirt Colour Shirt Size Shirt Type Badge no!
\Indicate in boxes Tick in box size Tick in box type Approp
1st & 2nd pref. required required chart no. |
Maroon .Small (34") Standard ‘
e it £6.50 each
Navy e
Medium (38"") With hood
Sky Blue = T | & pockets |
Yellow Large {42") | £9.50 each |

Made in our U.K.
‘factory

1. Life Guards. 2, Blues and Royals. 3. Royal Horse
Artdiery. 4. Queen’s Dragoon Guards. 5. Royal
Scots Dragoon Guards. 6. 4th/7th Royal Dragoon
Guards. 7. 5th Royal Inniskilling Dragoon Guards

8. Queen’'s Own Hussars. 9. Queen's Royal Irish
Hyssars. 10. 9th/12th Royul Lancers, 11. Royal
Hussars. 12, 13th/18th Roval Hussars. 13, 14th

20th King's Hussars. 14, 15th/19th King's Roya
Hyssars. 156, 16th/5th Queen’s Royal Lamcers

16. 17th/21st Lancers. 17. Royal Tank Regiment

1B. Rovyal Artillery. 19 Royal Engineers. 20. Royal
Signals. 21. Grenadier Guards. 22. Coldsteam Guards
23. Scots Guards. 24. Irish Guards. 25, Welsh Guards
26. Royal Scots. 27. Queen's Regiment. 28. K ng's
Dwn Roval Border Regiment. 29. Royal Regiment of
Fusiliers. 30. King's Regiment. 31. Royal Anglian
Regiment. 32. Devonshire and Dorset Regiment

33. Light Infantry, 34.
mént of Yorkshire. 35
Highland Fusiliers. 37. CF
Welch Fusiliers. 39. Ro 2
40. King's Own Sc s. 41. Royal Irish
Rangers. 42. Glouces yiment. 43. Worcester
shire and Sherwood Foresters Regiment. 44, Queen's
Lancashire Regiment. 45. Duke of Wellington's
Regiment. 46. Royal Hampshire Regiment

47. Stattordshire Regiment. 48, Black Warch

49. Duke of Edinburgh’s Royal Regiment. 50. Queen’s
Own Highlanders. 51. Gordon Highlanders. 52, Argyl
and Sutherland Highlanders. 3. Parachute Regiment
54. Brigade of Gurkhas. 55. Royal Green Jackets.

56. Special Air Service Regiment. 57, Army Air Corps
58. Royal Army Chaplain’s Dept. 59. Royal Corps of
I Army Medical Corps. 61. Royal
Electrical and

tary Police

Howards. 36, Roya
shire Regiment. 38. Roval

Royal Army Corps

————————————-n-—————-——_————-—————————-—————

MILLSHORE DESIGNS LTD 90 Wellington St., Kettering, Northants. Telephone: 0536 82483

Name

Address
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Probe may mean more cus

Evidence is being sought by the Supplementary Benefit Com-
mission which may be able to put right the anomalies that
leave unemployed school-leavers of Service families abroad
penniless when they cannot claim supplementary benefits
their United Kingdom-based counterparts — and foreign
visitors — can take advantage of.

A glimmer of hope emerged from
an exclusive interview SOLDIER’s
Anne Armstrong had with Professor
David Donnision, Chairman of the
Supplementary Benefit Com-
mission. And although the professor
could make no assurances that the
anomalies could be put right, he
issued an open invitation for Army
families to join all the other
interested parties in giving evidence
to the current review of the matter.

Anne Armstrong asked: “How
can the anomaly which I raised in
the August SOLDIER concerning
supplementary benefit for teenagers
abroad be resolved?”

Professor Donnision: “Part One
of the 1976 Act, Section One, states
that every person in Great Britain
over the age of 16 shall be eligible
for benefit. This means anyone
whom the Home Office has given
permission to live in Great Britain
under the Act.”

Anne Armstrong: *As some Ser-
vice families do not live in Great
Britain, does this mean that their
teenagers overseas are not covered
by the Act. Can they claim under
Common Market rules?”

Professor Donnison: “I do see the
Service families’ problem. Unfor-
tunately supplementary benefit is
one benefit which — for example —
in Germany is not as good as ours.
This means that Service teenagers
will be unable to qualify under pre-
sent EEC regulations.”

Anne Armstrong: “What can you
suggest can be done to put this ano-
maly right as well as the one con-
cerning the claiming of family
income supplement abroad?”

Professor Donnison: “These are
the areas which must be looked into
by the current review of the sup-
plementary benefit scheme.”

Anne Armstrong: “If evidence
was gathered together on both prob-
lems would this be of any help?”’

Professor Donnison: “Any evi-
dence submitted by the Services will
certainly be considered by the work-
ing party. The review will probably
be published in Green Paper form
which will enable comment from all
concerned and the opportunity for
the public to discuss the paper.”

With the increases announced by
the Government, which took effect
in November, more families are elig-
ible for family income supplement
and free school meals as well as rent
and rate rebates.

In view of the fact that
£240,000,000 worth of benefits
were unclaimed in 1975, Professor
Donnison was asked what was being
done to see that those eligible got
"what they were entitled to. The pro-
fessor replied: “This is a major
problem. New forms, posters and

pamphlets are now available in post
offices, citizens’ advice bureaux and
unemployment offices.”

The media could be used to
spread the news about them too and

he suggested that the British Forces
Post Office system could distribute
the pamphlets like their civilian
counterpart at home.

He added: ‘‘Regional sup-
plementary benefit officers are
available to help with local welfare
courses to help voluntary workers
interpret the regulations.”

If any wife has any evidence for
the review body or any other points
to raise, please send them to Anne
Armstrong at SOLDIER.

Covering Fire

.

A soldier guards other soldiers standing in for the striking firemen in
Northern Ireland. The threat of terrorist attack added just one more
dimension of danger to duty there. Meanwhile, at home, the troops were
being kept busy by blazes up and down the country. SOLDIER News looks at
their dramatic work on pages 12 and 13 of this issue.

Britain wins nutri

Troops from Belgium, Germany, Italy, the United States and
Britain, on exercise on Salisbury Plain, have just put their
culinary reputation on the line for Egon Ronay.

Cooks from the five countries laid
on a dazzling array of dishes for him,
all designed to be highly nutritious
and quick and easy to prepare as
well as light and non-bulky to carry.

But he felt these limitations did
not make for gourmet meals.

Italian ravioli was “a bit taste-
less,” Belgian peasant stew wasn’t

New uniform
to be trialled

Limited trials of improved
barathea parade uniforms in
dark green are to be con-
ducted by the Army in 1979,
The trials, at unit level, have
as their object increased
standardisation of uniform
and the containment of the
cost of maintaining the sol-

dier’s wardrobe.

If the trials are successful and the
colour and design are approved by
the Army Board, general issue could
begin in 1982, It would take about
six years to fully re-equip the Reg-
ular and Reserve armies.

The decision follows a com-
prehensive review of Army dress
policy which took into account the
trend in the clothing and textile
industries towards garment
engineering. In addition a sub-
stantial body of Army opinion
regarded the current khaki service
dress as unsatisfactory in style, col-
our and weight of material.

There was also some opposition
to the stand collar of the more for-
mal blue uniform and the escalating
cost of officers’ uniforms, There is
general support in the Army for a
proposal to introduce one basic
uniform which can be worn by both
officer and soldier on ceremonial
occasions to replace both the cur-
rent khaki and blue uniforms. The
continued requirement for the latter
will be further reviewed during the
course of the troop trial.

If the proposed new parade dress
proves to be of sufficiently high
standard it is intended that it will
become the standard uniform for
officers and men. Officers’ parade
uniforms would then be provided
from Service sources and not bought
from military tailors, This will result
in considerable saving tc the tax-
payer.  As far as is practical, full
account is to be taken of regimental
tradition in a re-equipping oper-
ation which would involve 536,000
suits. For example, Scottish regi-
ments would keep the kilt, trews and
traditional headdress — only a new
jacket (and suitable shirt and tie)
would be considered.

tion war

“fit for peasants” and Mr Ronay
said that German pork and beans
*“should be fed to the enemy.”

He did not think much of Britain’s
chocolate sponge but the baked
beans and steak and kidney pudding
came in for special praise. The steak
and kidney pudding, he said, was
“excellent”.
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What actiongwas being taken to
improve the S§fability of the Fox
armoured car,|asked Mr Cranley
Onslow (Congervative, Woking).
Mr Robert Brown, Under-Secretary
of State for Defence for the Army,
said that the gtability of Fox was
within the no range for turreted

“Investigations
have indicated

that in m the principal
cause was rience of ‘the
driver wit i

and its

pfant lack of
gfidrivers has
increased
g charac-

rather §Hd
stability§ [The|tfd a
; bl Bild

Hahd);

o ST FERT L EHY)

’Iw.; er of State

julian Critch-
defshot) that
freedom to
Palliament as

- rz,. f(
100 often the tenant has
becobme the ‘cuckoo in the nest.’
Safeguarded by the provisions of the
Act, some have refused to budge
and others to pay the rent. Ser-
vicemen have been forced into
expensive, slow and tiresome litig-
ation.”

Mr Critchley said that as a result,
homes had been left empty or let to
reliable people at well below the
market rate. There was no such
reduction for servicemen obliged to
pay rent for quarters abroad and
wives had been left at home while
husbands went to Germany.

He asked when the law would be
amended as the Government had
already recognised the defects of the
Rent Act.

Replying, the Under-Secretary of
State for Defence for the Navy, Mr
Patrick Duffy, said the Government
took the matter seriously and was
working to ensure that servicemen
were protected as far as possible
from difficulties.

The particular feature of Service
life which complicated the domestic
problems of servicemen, especially
home owners, was the high degree
of mobility demanded. The average
tour of duty was about two years
and it was not unusual to move at
short notice within that period.
Wherever a serviceman bought his
house it was virtually certain that he
would be posted elsewhere for sub-
stantial periods. .

“In the interest of both the family
and the Service we are keenly
interested in ensuring that ser-
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vicemen are not being forced to
accept scparation because of fears
about letting or because of financial
disincentives such as loss of tax
relief on mortgage interest pay-
ments.”

Mr Duffy said the number of
cases of real difficulty that had been
reported was fairly small in com-
parison with the number of ser-
vicemen who let their houses, but
they could have a widespread influ-
ence on attitudes in the close Service
community.

The building societies had now

agreed to houses being let when the
owner was posted away. An insur-
ance had been introduced to give
societies some cover against the risk
they ran of not being able to remove
a tenant in order to recover their
capital in the event of the mortgagor
defaulting.

Mr Duffy said action in hand on
simplificationjithe rent legislation,

a_ possible speediergirepossession
precedure in the contgxt of the Rent
A¢t and guidarjee te Ye give
L d I S O e

O

PROVE-T

man who temporarily let

embers asked what
ggiffents were being made to
orces’ pay. Mr Fred Mul-
retary of State for Defence,
Pay Review Body had
begun the work of collecting
ry information on which
w“commendaﬁon to take
from 1 April 1978.

Philip Goodhart (Con-
vative, Bromley & Beckenham)
asked if Mr Mulley was aware that
many soldiers were paid less than the
firemen they would be replacing in
Britain’s cities. And would the Pay
Review Body be bound by the Gov-
ernment’s ten per cent guideline?

Sir Anthony Royle (Conservative,
Richmond-on-Thames) spoke of the
grave danger of serious demoral-
isation throughout the Services. He
asked if Mr Mulley knew ‘‘that his
own people inquiring into Service
pay have discovered that some offic-
ers are drawing social security and
rent allowances, that there are offic-
ers in great difficulties in their own
areas and that many of them, so it is
reported in the Press, have been
moonlighting?**

Mr Mulley said he appreciated
there was strong feeling among the
armed forces that their pay had
lagged behind but this was true of
many other sectors. But it was totally
untrue that any member of the
armed forces was drawing social

security benefit — a condition of
such benefit was that one was not
employed.

About ten officers and 6000 men
were drawing rent and rate rebates
and Mr Mulley pointed out that
when these were introduced by the
Conservatives it was proclaimed that
there should be no shame in drawing
them.

Mr Mulley then told Mr Edwin
Wainwright (Labour, Dearne Val-
ley) that it was the Government’s
object, as soon as conditions per-
mitted, to restore the full com-
parability of military salary.

Mr E Loyden (Labour, Garston)
asked if Mr Mulley would agree to
open up trade union membership to
the Services and begin negotiations
with the armed forces about pay.

Mr Mulley: “I am not sure that
that would solve our problem of
dealing with the armed forces within
the Goverment's pay policy. On the
other hand, I have no objection in
principle to the armed forces, if they
are so minded, seeking such rep-
resentation.”

Sir Ian Gilmour (Conservative,
Chesham & Amersham) described

Mr Mulley’s an
complacent.”
shackles were

ers as “‘ridiculously
said that unless the
en off, a ten per
cent increase wolild leave the armed
forces about B0 'per cent behind
comparable pabple in civilian life.

«conditions,
vicemen in

stantial expenditure, be
brought up to the standards I would
wish. These problem locations,
which house about five per cent of
the force, are a matter of activ
concern.”’ ‘

Mr John Farr (Conservative,
Harborough) said it was totally dis-
graceful that soldiers in Northern
Ireland doing such a heroic job
should have to live in sub-standard
accommodation at any time,

Mr Mulley said the first test of
accommodation had to be oper-
ational. The troops were in field ser-
vice conditions which by definition
could not come up to those expected
in peacetime. He said the Army had
already vacated six poor places of
accommodation in the last year and
the Government was constantly look-
ing for ways of improving bad con-
ditions.

Mr Tom Litterick (Labour, Selly
Oak) had a simple and cheap sol-
ution. He suggested that the troops
should be moved from Ireland
altogether as the majority of British
people now wished. Mr Mulley
agreed it would solve the accom-
modation problems but said the
problems that would be created in
their stead would be much more
serious. The Government was
determined to provide Army support
to the civil authorities for as long as
necessary.

The Hon Timothy Sainsbury
(Conservative, Hove) asked what
was the pay, including local overseas
allowance in Deutschmarks, of a
married sergeant with two children
serving in Rhine Army in October
1976 and October 1977.

Mr Mulley said that pay and
allowances were normally expressed
in sterling. However, the figures for
a married sergeant with two children
were 549.36 DM in October 1976
and 532.77 DM a year later. This
reflected a change in the forces’
fixed rate of exchange on 1
November 1976. -

Mr Sainsbury said that to face
servicemen with an actual cut in

their gross ﬁay after a year of infla-
tion in both Germany and Britain
would have a totally disastrous
effect on morale.

Mr Mulley said he had already
announced there would be no reduc-
tion in the level of local overseas
allowance during the next 12
months. Expressed in sterling the
local overseas allowance for the
same sergeant was increased from
£37.59 to £49.83 because of the
dramatic fall in the pound against
the mark in the autumn of 1976.
Since only 70 per cent of a soldier’s

pay was drawn in Deutschmarks he
would not accept that anyone had
suffered a real loss.

Referring to the recently signed
offset agreement with West Ger-
many, Mr Gwilym Roberts (Labour,
Cannock) said it was derisory and
Britain was again being taken for a
ride by the West German Gov-
ernment.

“, .. the only sort of offset
agreement which is acceptable to
the large majority of members on
this side of the House is one that
would at least meet the great bulk of
our balance of payments costs.”

Mr Mulley thought it was a satis-
factory outcome to a difficult prob-
lem. In actual money terms, taki
into account the rate of exchange, it
represented over the three-year

* period about 50 per cent more than

the previous agreement.

An extensive programme of build-
ing new small arms ranges and mod-
ernising others was announced by
Mr Brown in reply to a question
from Mr Jerry Wiggin (Con-
servative, Weston-super-Mare).

Mr Brown said that since last July
five ranges had been re-opened plus
one for restricted use and two more
were expected to re-open by the
middle of 1978. However, this would
still not meet the e requirements
of Regular and TAVR units and
these would be met by a building
programme over the next five years.

In the Lords, Mr Mulley’s state-
ment about restoration of ¥1.|ll com-
parability of the military salary as
soon as conditions permitted was
repeated by Lord Winterbottom.

The Marquess of Donegall (Con-
servative) said this was encouragin
as far as it went. But he added:
“May I ask whether Her Majesty’s
Government would agree that a pri-
vate soldier, or a non-commissioned
or junior officer serving, if you like,
with a bomb disposal unit in Bel-
fast . . . should receive in cash or
in kind at least as much as can be
earned in the docks or the goal-
mines?”’

Lord Winterbottom refused to be
drawn on this but conceded that
comparability had slipped. -

But the veteran Lord ‘Manny’
Shinwell introduced a pessimistic
note when he asked how much it
would cost to bring Service pay up
to rates which were common in
industry.

“Is it wise to furnish expectations
which are going to be very difficult
to fulfil?” he asked.

Lord Winterbottom said he had
every confidence that full com-
parability would be restored within
a comparatively short period.



. abled right here and now.” He also

The Reverend Roy is faced with a parish problem of profound
proportions in Hong Kong — his Land-Rover, chaplain for

the use of, has been withdrawn

by the Ministry of Defence in

the latest wave of cuts in military expenditure,

But tough infantry priest Roy
Griffith, 36-year-old padre of 1st
Battalion, The Light Infantry, based
at Stanley Fort at the isolated south
end of Hong Kong island, is deter-
mined to keep in close touch with his

scattered flock around the colony.

He has abandoned the white cas-
sock of a Church of England priest
and now roars around the island on
an ancient BSA 350cc motorcycle —

i
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BLESMA branches out

Parachuting into the sea, climbing Snowdon and canoeing
across the Channel are challenges that have been met and
conquered by an energetic group of limbless ex-servicemen to
prove their disabilities are just not going to be allowed to stop
them leading a normal active life.

And now the British Limbless
Ex-Servicemen’s Association
(BLESMA) Venturers are seeking
new challenges — and new members
— to carry on the campaign.

Venturers’ chairman, Sir James
Stuart-Menteth, lost both legs while
serving with the Scots Guards in
World War Two. But that has not
stopped him making great strides
forward in the battle to highlight a
limbless man's ability to overcome
his disability — Sir James himself
was one of the parachutists trained
and dropped over the sea by The
Parachute Regiment’s Red Devils
freefall team.

Explaining the growth of the Ven-
turers as an offshoot of BLESMA,
Sir James said bluntly: “We were
determined we were not going to be
just another Poppy Day. We wanted

trained to undertake all sorts of jobs.

Since they started in 1974 the
Venturers have hit the headlines
with their exploits as parachutists,
climbers and cross-Channel
canoeists. But Sir James plans even
more ambitious projects for the
future including a possible trans-
European relay canoe marathon.

For this more members are
needed and Sir James is leading a
determined recruiting drive: “What
we need is young fit members,”” he
said, characteristically dismissing
limblessness as irrelevant to fitness.

Anyone interested can contact the
Venturers through their Executive
Secretary, Mrs Gina Majendie, 48
Lamont Road, Chelsea, London
SW10.

clad in combat kit and helmet with
‘PADRE’ stencilled on it.

The former heating engineer
joined the Army as a priest in 1971:
““‘One sort of hot air to another’’ was
his comment.

Roaring Roy’s priestly progress
was brought to a temporary halt in
Wanchai by Police Patrolman Wong
King-kwok mounted on an immacu-
late Yamaha 650. It wasn’t the trail

N ____

The men in the scarlet coats all have
something in common, apart from
being In-Pensioners of the Royal
Hospital, Chelsea. Each of them
holds an award of the Most Excellent
Order of the British Empire.

They received special plates, made
by Aynsley China Ltd of Stoke-
on-Trent, to commemorate the
Diamond Jubilee of the Order. The
plates cost £60 each and are available
only to holders of the Order.

Heavens! I've been bhooked!

of nuts and bolts or the terrified
chickens that stopped his pastoral
proceeding but the excess of holy
smoke from the exhaust.

“‘Get it fixed,”” warned Constable
Tung, taking his name and number.

““Bless you brother,”” replied the
Reverend Roy as he rattled off back
to base.

Picture by Sergeant Brian Law-
rence RAF, JSPRS Hong Kong.

Kids get Army gift

Severely handicapped chil-
dren at a hospital near Ches-
ter got a special Christmas
present of a ‘Silver Jubilee’
ambulance in handsome liv-
ery following a Chester-based
Army appeal that ‘burst its

banks.’

The ambulance, a brand-new
Ford Pacemaker fitted to take eight
seated passengers, three wheelchairs
and with a special tailgate hydraulic
lift, also has a radio to entertain the
youngsters on their trips out.

When Colonel Ken Harris took
over command of the Army’s regi-
mental pay office at Queens Park,
Chester, he decided that his unit
should involve itself in local charit-
able work. The first effort raised
£300 and Broughton Hospital staff
and parents committee said they
would like the money to go towards
a minibus for the badly stricken
youngsters to get out and about.

The pay office staff, soldiers and
civilians alike, buckled to with their
sights set on raising enough money
to buy a seccndhand vehicle. A
Silver Jubilee draw was devised and
an appeal went out to more than
350 commanding officers of Army
units worldwide, including cavalry
and tank regiments, medical and
dental units, the Women's Royal
Army Corps and Territorial Army
Volunteer Reserve. :

The response was overwhelming.
Aided by these donations and the

roceeds of a locally-organised
ummer Fayre, a total of £5000,
nearly treble the target ﬁgure. was
raised by the Royal Army Pay Corps
organisers. Support from local peo-
Ele, friends and supporters of the
ospital gave a further £1600 boost.

LET PROCTERS MOVE YOU TO GERMANY
For further details phor‘m Sheffield 0742-333751. i
PROCTERS REMOVALS & SHIPEIrNgr';t:OLME LANE, SHEFFIELD S6 4JQ.

BADGES, PLAQUES AND TIES

We make only the best BLAZER BADGES in fine wires and silks, also attractive WALL
PLAQUES and CAR BADGES, from £4.80 each. Regimental TIES from £2.30 Terylene
(R.A. flash £2.80) silk reppe from £3.80; striped designs. Please add VAT for UK ,

orders (B%).

Send S.A.E. for Services price list.

D. J. PARKINSON H.M. Services Hand Embroiderers (Dept.
S) 124, VALLEY DRIVE, BRIGHTON BNS 5FF, SUSSEX. Callers
(a.m. only): 15 Albert Rd., Brighton 1 Phone 27180

to show that a disabled person —
given a bit of help — could work
wonders,”

He said the Venturers were less
concerned with increased pensions
or welfare than with attracting the
attention of other disabled ex-
servicemen like those ‘‘getting dis-

wants to draw the attention of
potential employers to the fact that
these people “with nous” can be

CONVENT OF JESUS AND MARY

THORNTON, MILTON KEYNES, MK17 0HJ
TELEPHONE: BUCKINGHAM 2610
An independent Day and Boarding School for girls which is recognised as efficient by the Department of
Education and Science. Pupils are accepted from the age of seven and follow a wide curriculum. Classes are small
and excellent examination results are achieved in the Oxford General Certificate of Education. Great importance
is attached to games for which there are first class facilities. As well as offering a complete and balanced course of
studies, the school aims at providing a homely but disciplined environment and places great emphasis on the
development of character. The grounds extend to thirty acres and include five acres of kitchen gardens which
produce home grown fruit and vegetables in season. Special facilities for Service children.
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The Greatest Show in BerlilJ

In what has been described
by the Berlin Morgenpost as
‘The British Show — The
Greatest Ever,” Berliners
have again been treated to a
musical pageant considered
to be amongst the largest and
most spectacular in the
world.

This year’s theme was naturally
centred on the Queen’s Silver
Jubilee. The setting, in Berlin’s
Deutschlandhalle, was superb —
depicting Hyde Park Corner and a
magnificent replica of the Tower of
London.

Before near-capacity audiences,
700 musicians from 17 Service
bands took part in an unforgettable
display of pomp and ceremony. This
year’s programme also included the
Morriston Orpheus Choir from
Wales — believed to be the first
time that a civilian choir has per-
formed in a military tattoo.

Also included were performances
by the ever-popular White Helmets
motorcycle team of the Royal Sig-
nals, the musical drive by the King’s
Troop, Royal Horse Artillery, pre-
cision drilling by the Queen’s Col-
our Squadron of the Royal Air
Force and an intricate display of
acrobatics by the Royal Navy dis-
play team.

Adding to the pageantry were two
Beefeaters from the Tower of Lon-
don, drumhorse Hector and four
mounted trumpeters of the House-
hold Cavalry and drumhorse
Dettingen and two dismounted

escorts of The Queen’s Own Hus-
sars.

Highlight of the 1977 Berlin Tat-
too was, however, the finale — a
re-enactment of the Coronation of
Queen Elizabeth II.

To the accompaniment of the
combined Morriston Orpheus and
Welsh Guards choirs and 700 musi-
cians under the tattoo’s senior musi-
cal director, Major Derek Taylor,
Welsh Guards, the coronation pro-
cession entered the arena. Carrying
the replicas of the Crown of Saint
Edward, the Orb and the Sceptre
used during the 1952 rehearsals, the

Choosing the right career in Civvy
Street can be a task. That's why it's
good to know the terrific
opportunities open for you at
Windscale & Calder, working for
British Nuclear Fuels Limited. You'll
have a secure job in one of
Britain's most picturesque

Cing Out?

HERE’S GENUINE JOB SECURITY FOR YOU

A satisfying, varied career with
unrivalled opportunities for out-
door activities and a terrific social
life.

So, if you are due to leave the
Service in the next couple of
months, contact us today. Don't
desitate, Find out the details. Make

“Archbishop of Canterbury’ and his
attendant bishops, escorted by peers
and heralds, moved solemnly
towards King Edward’s Chair — the
seat of Coronation since 1308.

The audience then saw the ‘Arch-
bishop.” with the grace and dignity
befitting such an occasion, sym-
bolically place the crown on the
monarch’s head.

Contributing in no small way to
the tremendous success of the tattoo

were the many unseen ‘stagehands’
— 1Ist Battalion, The Green How-
ards, who were responsible for the
arena party; Property Services
Agency and 38 (Berlin) Field
Squadron, Royal Engineers,
responsible for area maintenance;
2nd. Battalion, The Parachute
Regiment, who produced the roof

party and 229 Signal Squadron

(Berlin) who controlled the lighting
for the spectacular.

officer normally based at MOD in London, talks to Staff-Sergeant Jimmy
Scott of 38 Field Squadron (Berlin), Royal Engineers.

Staff Scott’s home is in Maryhill, Glasgow, and his interview was heard
three times on the BBC's ‘Good Morning Scotland’ programme.
Altogether 21 interviews were done in and around Berlin's Deutschlan-
dhalle, and they were sent to 11 radio stations in UK. Although Army
Radio is anxious to cover stories for the 39 thirsty local radio stations in
UK, any unit press officers who have got a tape or cassette which they
think might be of interest should send it along to Simon Tait in the

Army Radio was in action at the Tattoo. Simon Tait, the Army’s radio

locations—the Cumbrian Coastline,
half an hour's drive from the Lake

District,
WE NOW HAVE VACANCIES FOR MEN & WOMEN AS:-

INSTRUMENT MECHANICS

Approximately £62 per 40
hour, 5 day week.

Good holidays

Assisted Travel

External Education
Concessions

Housing at Economical Rates
Hostel Accommodation

a fresh start—Move up to
Windscale.

Required for a wide range of
work covering the
maintenance of flow, level and
pressure measuring
instruments, electronic and
nucleonic instruments, and
complex pneumatic and
electronic control systems and
computers.

We would also welcome applications from Fitters, Welders and
Sheet Metal Workers.

Write now for an application form quoting Ref SEF 22A to the

Recruitment Officer

BRITISH NUCLEAR FUELS LTD

Windscale and Calder Works, Sellafield, Nr. Seascale, Cumbria.

NEWS 4

Defence Press Office — edited or not — and he will take it from there. J

All the King’s Horses and all the
King’s Men were needed back in
London when the Berlin Tattoo came
to an end.

To the rescue came the ‘Queen’s’
drivers of the Royal Corps of Trans-
port with their own brand of horse
power. . .

After the King's Troop, Royal
Horse Artillery, had completed ’its
last performance at the tattoo, its
equipment, including 18-pounder
guns and limbers, had to be speedily
transported to London in time for
the Queen’s State Opening of Par-
liament,

In moved members of 38 Squad-
ron, Royal Corps of Transport, from
Mulheim in West Germany.

Using three RCT Mammoth
Major tractors .with trailers, the

‘Wagonners' conveyed the equip-
ment,- packed in three civilian
freight containers, to London from
Berlin in just over one day’s journey
time, including cross-channel ferry.
Involved was a 15-strong RCT team
which operated in two shifts, with a
mid-way break at Moen-
chengladbach.

BAOR freight service transport,
operated by 23 Transport and
Movement Regiment, RCT, was
provided for the move.

Sixty-three horses used by the
King's Troop for their Berlin display
were transported to the United
Kingdom in a separate operation by
civilian transport,

... All the King's Horses and all
the King’s Men were back in Lon-
don again,




Festival fare
is ACC favourite

‘Tr\ this for s:ze. it’s very good,’

seems to be Lieutenant

Bridget Lowe’s sales line with her meat pie. It certainly seems
to have won Lord Marlborough over, even if the Redcoat is

doubtful.

The three ‘actors,’ all from the
Army School of Catering at Alder-
shot, were going through their paces
before doing their star turn at the
Royal British Legion Festival of
Remembrance at the Royal Albert

Hall in London. This was the first
time the Army Catering Corps had
put on this kind of display.

Its theme was ‘Army Catering
Through the Ages.’

Playgrounds for unique estate

A unique estate of Army
married quarters has been
opened at Perham Down,
near Tidworth.

When finished it will com-
prise 91 three- and four-
bedroomed houses.

The unique feature lies in the
special provision of toddlers’ play-
grounds. The estate consists of a
series of culs-de-sac, each with its
own play area for younger children.
Each play area has a different focal
point, One has the stump of an old
tree from the site bedded in con-
crete. Some have large concrete

~drainage pipes converted into
Wendy houses. For older children
there are separate areas with swings
or climbing bars.

All toddlers’ playgrounds are in
full view of the kitchens of the
houses so that mothers can keep an
eye on their children.

Another unusual feature of the
soldiers’ quarters is the gardens.
Instead of being left bare they have
been turfed so that children will not
be trailing in mud the moment a
family moves in.

The Army’s project liaison officer
on the site, Major Peter Price, a
retired sapper officer who has been
involved in Army building for 40
years, believes the houses to be
among the finest he has been associ-
ated with.

On top of everything else, tenants
are supplied with a handbook to
help them run their all-electric
houses as economically as possible

The handbook also advises them
in detail how to eliminate the bug-
bear of condensation. Charges for

the quarters range from £9.59 to
£10.99 per week.

The estate, called the Jubilee
Married Quarters, was formally
opened by Brigadier Neil Fletcher,
Deputy Commander South West
District. It will meet a need for
married quarters of the larger type
in an area which is well supplied
with smaller houses.

They won
through

A nationwide ‘value-
for-money’ catering contest
proved to be just that for
two members of the Army
Catering Corps. They won
the first prize and shared

£1000 for their pains.

Major Sidney Denham and War-
rant Officer 2 Barry Gray won the
Scottish Meal of the Year com-
petition (SOLDIER News, Sep-
tember 1977) and went on to com-
pete against other area winners for
the top honour of best manager and
chef. And against stiff civilian com-
petition, the Army couple came out
on top.

The contest was jointly sponsored
by the Wine Development Board
and Caterer and Hotelkeeper
Magazine with the idea of finding a
team capable of producing the best
balanced combination of food and
wine with an eye to originality and
value for money.

The £1000 first prize comes on
top of the £50 and three cases of
wine the Army pair won earlier.

@
OMEGA

SPEEDMASTER
CHRONOGRAPH

FOR ONLY

Precision Timing for
The Professionals

To give precision timing under extreme conditions for the man of
action, it's water-resistant case, integral stainless steel bracelet,
sweep second hand and stop watch facility make it ideal for the
Professionals’ way of life. Each instrument is engraved “Flight
qualified by N.A.S.A. for aII manned space missions. The first
watch worn on the moon”

You can own a Speedmaster, for'only £15.80 deposit followed by
nine further payments of £15.80 spread over a period of

nine months. Absolutely no extra charge for credit postage and
packing. (Cash price £158.00 inc. V.A.T.)

This free credit facility is available for the purchase of all the Omega
range of watches. You can have the watch you've always wanted
right away. Tick the coupon, clip and return to Prestons Timer
Division today. It's time you had an Omega.

Capitol House, Churchgate, Bolton, Lancs.

PRESTONS .,

Capitol House.Churchgate Bolton Lancs.
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Tattoo shows Jubilee fla

Royal fanfares proclaiming
the Queen’s Silver Jubilee
rang out in far-off Iran . . .
thanks to Army and Royal
Marines musicians who were
included in a cultural visit to
the country for three weeks.

The bands of the Royal Marine
Commando Forces and Commando
Training Centre, the band, drums

and pipes of Ist Battalion, The
King’s Own Scottish Borderers, the
band and bugles of 2nd Battalion,
The Royal Green Jackets, and six
State trumpeters from The Life
Guards were among a 225-strong
party of servicemen who went on the
trip.

The back-up production team
included men of the Royal Signals
and Royal Engineers plus personnel
from The Light Infantry for the

and within our Group.

complete the coupon below.

A secure
career +
Management
Prospects

Leaving the Service? Then this is your opportunity to start a new
career, that is not only extremely rewarding but offers excellent
prospects for promotion to management level.

The L.I.S. Group of Companies, specialists in Life Assurance —
Finance — Investment — Mortgages, offer all personnel a chance to
join the many successful ex-Servicemen in the Insurance industry

Why not contact our Recruiting Manager and let him explain how
YOU could become a member of one of today's most progressive
companies in the field of Broking, Investment and Finance.

We would very much like to talk to you so write or telephone, or

Coltishall Hall,
Tel. Coltishall 771

Group

L e s W L Sl

To: The L.I.S. Group of Companies
Coltishall, Norwich, Norfolk, NR12 7AG

Please send me details of the opportunities available with the L.I.S.

heavy work of baggage carrying.
The Royal Navy provided a medical
leam.

Not only the capital of Iran, Tehe-
ran, but the provinces were able to
enjoy the full programme laid on by
the military bandsmen in this vast
country of contrasts containing
24,000,000 inhabitants. .

The road travel involved soon
introduced the British visitors to the
vagaries of the Iranian highway code

Available all F.S. replacement Medals/
Campaign Stars of W I, British/UN-
Koreas, Army & RAF G.S. Medals: GEO VI
& E Il R period (with any Clasp: PALES-
TINE, S.E. ASIA 45-45, PALESTINE 45-48,
MALAYA, CYPRUS, NEAR EAST, ARA-
BIAN PENINSULA & BRUNEI), Campaign
Service Medal bar BORNEO, RAD’:’A A
SOUTH ARABIA & NORTHERN IRELAND
(copy), Old & New IGS Medals with clasps,
Jubilee 35, Coronation 37, Coronation 53,
LS & GC, MM, Pakistan Medals & W W |
F.S. Medal Ribbons at 2p to 3p per inch.

Sam Browne Belts, Blazer Badges, Offic-
ers Slip-on Rank Slides, Collectors Badges
als — a speciality.

Please write by AIR MAIL for our price list
with 26p B.P.O.

YOUSAF & CO., 10 THE MALL,
LAHORE 3, PAKISTAN
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and a contest to spot the heaviest
laden moped resulted in a tie be-
tween Army bandsmen, who spotted
seven people on one, and the
Marines who saw three people —
plus a seven-foot gas cylinder —
riding another.

To meet the tight schedule in the
provinces, reveille at 0330 and final
curtains at midnight were the order
of the day. But there was still time
for a brief reunion of old soldiers
when Warrant Officer 2 Donaldson
of The King's Own Scottish Bor-
derers came across a chum from the
days of his boy service, Mike Smith,
who had left the Royal Electrical
and Mechanical Engineers to work
as a civilian engineer in Iran.

And as the bands played on they
notice just how far tﬁeir Army pay
would stretch in oil-rich Iran where
a bottle of sauce costs £2.50, a tin of
baked beans £2.10 and where the
bandsman’s dream of an XJ6 Jaguar
car means payment of a down-
to-earth £82,000.

But the thousands of delighted
spectators who enjoyed the glit-
tering displays foun(?’ that money
could not buy the pleasure brought
to them by the military musicians
sent to entertain them right royally.

Left: The floodlight finale at
Esfahan.

Below: The country dancers of the
KOSB perform at Farahabad Park
during a concert in Teheran.

Sidi Rezegh
reunion

On the day that the men who first
went to war in tanks were com-
memorating their 60th anniversary
at Cambrai in France, old comrades
of 7th Armoured Brigade met in
Soltau, West Germany, to recall the
Desert Rats’ most famous armoured
battle, Sidi Rezegh.

The service, held in a helicopter
hangar, was also attended by the
present staff of 7th Armoured
Brigade, including the commander,
Brigadier Norman Arthur, as well as
by the commander at Sidi Rezegh,
Brigadier George Davey.

g




Paddlers turn icy ‘corner’

A 250-mile ice-infested journey round ‘‘the most remote
corner in the world’’ is dangerous enough in a modern boat. A

four-man team has done it by kayak.
The canoeists, from North Wales, paddled from Dundas to Kap Alexander
on the north-west coast of Greenland during the short summer while the area

was relatively free of ice.

This is the most westerly point of the Greenland sub-continent and as far as
is known, with the possible exception of Eskimos, is also the furthest north

ever canoed.

The expedition’s main objective
was to advance sea canoeing techni-
ques, although the choice of location
was determined by the design of
canoe used. These were an adap-
tation of the West Greenland Eskimo
kayak design, using modern glass-
fibre instead of seal skin.

Icebergs were always in evidence
and at one stage the tiny canoes
were dwarfed by towering 250-
foot-high bergs which drifted past
and sometimes capsized “‘with an
enormous roar like massive thun-
der.”

Pack ice proved a problem. On
one day it was so thick that the
canoes had to be dragged out of the
water and pulled across by hand.

Drlvers are ‘gonged’

Mass NI
medal
presentation

More than 50 men — all
ranks — of the Royal Corps
of Transport received their
Northern Ireland General
Service Medal in a mass pre-
sentation at Moscow Camp,
Belfast.

The men, of 16 Tank Transporter
Squadron, normally based at Fal-
lingbostel, Germany, were on a
four-month tour of duty in the Pro-
vince and received their medals from
Brigadier William Allen, Com-
mander RCT, BAOR. He also pre-
sented two Long Service & Good
Conduct medals.

Brigadier Allen was visiting corps
units in the province and the officer
commanding 16 Squadron, Major
Chris Rawlinson, felt this would be
an ideal opportunity to present the
medals, to the men on their first
tour.

The squadron provides general
transport throughout the province.

Sergeant John Bull, of the Joint
Services Mountain Training Centre
in Wales, said afterwards: “Our
method was to jump from floe to
floe trying to select one which would
carry our weight and impact.

“Where the gap was too great the
canoe was used to straddle the
space. All went well until two of us
broke through to the Greenland
Sea. This was no joke and we
decided then to exercise more care
although it slowed us down.”

The canoeists faced pack ice, zero
temperatures, freezing rain and
wind, and northerly gales. Several
times they had to keep a wary eye
on walrus and whale and at one
stage were within only 25 miles of
Canada.

“But,” said John Bull, “the
weather was considered fairly good
for those parts, though rain, wind,
snow and fog were almost constant
companions.”’

Picture shows Sergeant John Bull in
shirt sleeves. When the sun came
out, paddling was hot work despite
the —4 degrees Centigrade tem-
perature.

| Up to date I

Mr G Parcy, now 80 years old,
decided after retiring from the War
Graves Commission in Germany to
live in the Heidekaul, Cologne. To
keep him in touch with the Army
the YWCA sends him a copy of
SOLDIER each month.

Recruiting
down

Army recruiting during the period
July to September last year was
down on figures for the same period
of 1976. But the Ministry of
Defence is satisfied that its needs are
being met at present.

There was a 16 per cent drop in
the Army’s total intake with 7537
signing on compared with 9016.
There were 714 fewer juniors join-
ing up, representing a 13 per cent
drop, and there was a 23 per cent
drop in the adult and young soldier
intake.

60" x40" €750 -Pr
30"x20" £2.25 .p¢
72"x 63"
£1250

SEND ANY NEG. SUDE
PHOTO. CUTTING OR
ARTWORK

. OTHER SERVICES Cutouts, Hou nng
e - Coiour Based Paper
o g Sepi Toning ang Overmight Service

86 MON-BAT CALLERS AND OVERSEAS CLIENTS WELCOME
548 Broadway Market London ES
01-249 4072

Troops are glad of the YMCA on the Garrisons . . . But

WE ALSO SERVE IN BLIGHTY!

If you are planning leave in London we often have single room

vacancies, June through October.

WALTHAM FOREST Y.M.C.A. 642 FOREST ROAD,

LONDON E.17

20 mins. from West End, in N.E. Suburbs near Epping Forest.

Enquiries with s.a.e. welcomed.

GENUINE
SURPLUS

® COMBATCLOTHING
@® PARA SMOCKS

@® FLYING SUITS

@ SLEEPING BAGS

@ '58 WEBBING
@® 0.G. TROUSERS

‘Almost anything in
genuine govt. surplus’

Call 'phone or write

(S.A.E.)

SILVERMAN'S
(Department S)

28, Harford Street,
London, E.1.
Tel. 01-790 5257.

Personal callers Mon.-Fri.
Nearest Tube — Mile End.

NEWS 7



A medical memor

Somewhere in France. A
canvas field dressing station,
everything calm and orderly.
Then suddenly through the
smoke of battle comes clip-
clopping a horse-drawn
ambulance. Quickly the
nurses bustle forward in their
long dresses and bright red
capes to care for the wounded
‘Tommies’.

However, this was not World War
One France but modern Aldershot,
and the wounded soldiers and nurses
were merely actors. And if the mod-
ern observers gave the scene a sense
of unreality, there was nothing
unreal about the purpose of the
enactment.

For 1977 was the 75th anniversary
of the founding of the Army’s nurs-
ing service. The actual anniversary
fell in March but the nurses, too
busy with Silver Jubilee festivities,
felt it better to leave their anniver-
sary celebrations to later in the year.
Which is why they picked on the 11th
hour of the 11th day of the 11th
month commemorating also the sign-
ing of the World War One Armis-
tice. :
But for one former nurse the
re-enactment was only too real.
Ninety-one-year-old Miss Bessie
Lidstone was one of four World War
One military nurses invited to the
commemoration, and it was easy to
see that the scene brought back
many memories for her.

“It was very authentic,” said Miss
Bessie, who was awarded the MBE

after service in France in World War
One, and in France, North Africa,
Italy and Australia in World War
Two.

“It is difficult to pick out any one
thing that I remember, except
perhaps the mud. There were always
duckboards everywhere to stop you
falling in shell-holes filled with
water.

going, the Henlys Organisation
can arrange to have a new
Leyland car waiting for you on
your arrival.

Before departing on your
tour of duty in Cyprus, trade in
your present car at any branch
of Henlys for a sensible part-
exchange price.

That way, you will have all

\ the advantages of the INTER-

CAR scheme. The leading
Leyland distributors in Cyprus
willsettheprice you are quoted
against a new or used car.
Whichever you ‘
choose, your car will be

waiting at the airport

Contact John Horgan, Inter-Car Centre,
Henlys Ltd., West St., Bedminster,

Bristol 53 3LH.Tel: Bristol 662261. /
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“One of the saddest things was
leaving soldiers behind in a retreat,
Some of them were too ill to move,
and we just had to leave them.

“But I would say that these mod-
ern nurses really know their job. I
was in Millbank Hospital for four
months and they really looked after
me very well. I think the nurses now
are excellent.”

The anniversary the Queen Alex-
andra’s Royal Army Nursing Corps
was celebrating was the royal war-
rant establishing its predecessors,
the Queen Alexandra’s Imperial
Military Nursing Service, in 1902,
But Army nursing goes back much
farther than that.

The earliest traces of organised
Army nursing in Britain go back to
the Roman occupation of AD43 for
it is known that the armies of the
Roman Empire had military hos-
pitals.

Little is known of Army nursing
before the Crimean War but records
show that nurses were serving with
the Army as early as 1757. They
were untrained, usually soldiers’
wives and camp followers, and their
pay was one shilling a day.

Florence Nightingale and the
infamous Crimean War really
started Army nursing as it is known
today.

Critical Press reports of the appal-
ing conditions suffered by the sick
and wounded roused public feeling
and, with the support of Queen Vic-
toria and Lord Herbert, Secretary of
War, but against considerable
opposition from many quarters,

orence Nightingale arrived in
Scutari with 38 ladies of varying
degrees of nursing experience.

e effect on the troops’ morale
and their physical condition silenced
much of the opposition and the
Army nurses won acceptance and
recognition.

Nurses were on active service dur-
ing both the Zulu wars and the
Egyptian campaign and then, as
Princess Christian’s Army Nursing
Service Reserve, went back to
Africa for the Boer War and, as a
result of their hardships and
achievements, the  service was
enlarged and reorganised.

During World War One the

i p iR a_
!;s.a pat S5 ¥,
) o ¥

QAIMNS, supported by the QA
Reserve and the Territorial Forces
Nursing Service, numbered 10,000,

The girls served in make-shift
hospitals set up in any available
building, in hospital trains, barges
and in tented casualty clearing sta-
tions, often only a mile from the
front-line trenches.

In addition to treating the wounds
and sickness caused by conventional
warfare, they also dealt with trench
foot, the results of poison gas attack
and shell-shock.

The QA’s served in France, Flan-
ders, India, Gallipoli, Egypt, Pales-
tine, North Russia and
Mesopotamia. Many were killed and
many were decorated for their brav-
ery.

At the outbreak of World War
Two the QAs had been run down to
only 624. By the end of the war this
had increased to 12,000. This war
found the girls nearer the front line
than ever before. At the fall of Sing-
apore, many QAs serving there
were captured by the Japanese and
suffered dreadful privations for
three-and-a-half years. And in
1945, when the Belsen con-
centration camp was liberated by
the British Army, the QAs were
among the medical services drafted
in to care for those who had sur-
vived its horrors,

In 1949 the QAIMNS and Ter-
ritorial Army Nursing Service amal-
gamated to form the Queen Alex-
andra’s Royal Army Nursing Corps.
The sisters were granted for the first
time Regular commissions in the
women’s forces. Queen Mary
became their first Colonel-in-Chief.

A vyear later other ranks were
recruited and the corps began to
train its own nurses. Today all nurse
training in the QARANC is aimed
at eventual qualification in State
registration (SRN) and State enrol-
ment (SEN). There is also training
for dental hygiene, dental clerks,
medical clerks and ward stewar-
desses.

As the corps grew, a hutted camp
at Hindhead was started as a depot
and training establishment, but in
1966 the site of Queen Victoria's
Royal Pavilion at Aldershot was
taken over as the new corps’ home.



These misses are Army hits

A shapely Miss World contestant went head over heels for the

Scots Guards .

For Miss New Ztaland — Michele
Jean Hyde — proved the prettiest
prop in the pack when she matched
her nine-stone 35-24-35 frame
against the muscle and might of 1st
Battalion, Scots Guards’ rugby team
to get her own energetic version of a
mud-pack beauty treatment before
her more elegant line-out with the
other beauties for the Miss World
contest.

.in a ruﬁby scrum.

Miss United Kingdom was wished
well for her title bid by admirers
from 2nd Battalion, The Light
Infantry.

Madeleine Stringer is the unit’s
pin-up and Corporal Anthony Bat-
kin (left) and Junior Bugler Brian
Rackstraw wished her luck with a
kiss and a statuette which worked
like a charm . . . for a charmer.

o

Top: Miss New Zealand in tip-
top form for her match with
the Scots Guards (above).

Top right: Miss United King-
dom gets her good luck Kiss
and mascot from the Light
Infantry.

EMBROIDERED BLAZER BADGES

in Wire or Silk, any design

WOVEN MOTIF CLUB TIES

a speciality
Handpainted
WALL PLAQUES

Prices from £4.85
Packing and postage to U.K. address 25p extra

SEND S.A.E. FOR ILLUSTRATED BROCHURE

GREENBURGH (Gosport) Ltd.

Tel. 81804
47, HIGH STREET, GOSPORT, HANTS.

ALL MILITARIA
AND MEDALS

WANTED.
Badges, Insignia, Swords, Bayonets,
Daggers, etc

Excellent Prices Paid
Call in, write or telephone,
Mitre Antiques,
80 Norman Road,
St. Leonards on Sea,
East Sussex, TN38 OE]J.
Tele: Hastings (0424) 426571 or 433070

ANODISED
BADGES

All currently available British Army
cap badges in stock — list on request

SPECIALISTS IN GOOD
QUALITY GOVT. SURPLUS
Clothing - Badges — Sleeping Bags -
Denims - Footwear - Webbing and
Equipment

ff Henry Du Bora

18-20 Wellington St.,
Aldershot
Tel: Aldershot 22668

SAE WITH ENQUIRIES PLEASE

Fantastlc'

FUND RAISERS x

Raise money for your club, charity or organisation &
: GOOD PRIZES, GOOD PROFITS .
INSTANT PAYOUT — NO WAITING
Write or phone for new FREE BROCHURES and
samples of our established range of over 20 different
types of tickets selling at 5p & 13p. Pontoon, Super
Pontoon, Green Shield Stamps Pontoon, Bandit,
Jackpots. 13 Football Results, Poker, Mini Bingo.
Beer, Lucky 7. Tenner Bingo, Winning Post and Six
Shot Bandit,
Gross profits from £25 to £81 per set.

Guarantee : All sets of tickets are guaranteed to .
contain the appropriate quantity of winners

LAKELAND INVESTMENTS [ |
THE DISTRIBUTORS & WHOLESALERS

DEPT SO 5-7 NEW YORK ROAD, LEEDS LS2 7PL I
Tel: Leeds 34230 Answering Service when closed
Leeds (0532) 706821
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Home savings are growing

In its first year of operation under its new title the House
Purchase Savings Scheme showed a massive jump in mem-

bership of nearly 27 per cent. Savers in August 1977 totalled
15,343 compared with 12,098 a year earlier.

A delighted Major Richard
Bland, of the scheme's sponsor
branch (Army Education Siosaid
the increase had resulted from a low
profile publicity campaign aimed at
making servicemen aware of the
possibilities of saving towards house
purchase.

“This caught on in a big way," he
said. “We think the name change
has had something to do with it
Now it has a clearly stated purpose
whereas the old name SWUS (Save
While You Serve) had become
known as SWIZ.”

The aim of the scheme is to
enable all ranks to be in a position to
buy their own houses when they end
their service. For soldiers, con-
tributions have always been
deducted from pay and from this
month this service will also be avail-
able to officers.

All of the major building societies
are taking part and in the event of a
scheme member having problems in
obtaining a mortgage the Ministry of
Defence will take up the matter.
Says Major Bland: “We have no
record of anyone being refused a
reasonable mortgage.”

The societies have in fact pledged

as part of the scheme that they will
give special consideration to mem-
bers applying for mortgages and will
accept a firm promise of employ-
ment as a loan condition instead of
requiring the applicant to be already
established in a civilian job.

To join the scheme all a soldier
has to do is to fill in a form from his
unit pay office. The paymaster will
give advice in completing the form
and the Royal Army Educational
Corps officer can help.

Ex-Paras
camping club
seeks members

Ex-Paras who still enjoy the out-
door life are being urged to join the
Parachute Regimental Association’s
latest offshoot, a camping and cara-
van club. The club is open to all
PRA members at only £3 per year
with the object of ex-servicemen
enjoying the Great Outdoors as well
as helping the PRA wherever poss-
ible.

Morcott Halli.
HE L2

ce. Boarders ar
arding Hou

Boarding School for Girls

2

100l 15 fully Recognised as Efficient by the Department of Educa

s. There are five
iS5 a separate

>enior School i1s an

O’ Level and 'A’ Level Examinations, Fees
.. Escorted Parties by Rail to Main Line London

(Established 1912)

small classes leading to
confidential report.
Battle 2385,

BATTLE ABBEY SCHOOL FOR GIRLS — BATTLE — SUSSEX

Independent Public School for Girls aged 10-18. legnlud by the Department of
Education and Science. Happy atmosphere encoura,

ood GCE and CSE results.
cholarship available. For school brochures write or telephone

ng personal development —
dmission by examination and

College, Chepstow.

( Army improves view

Visitors to Gloucester will be able to admire a striking view of the ancient ci
from one of its ancient buildings, thanks to lads from the Army Appren

Apprentice carpenters and joiners have constructed a set of guard rails and
footwalks on St Michael’s Tower at the junction of Southgate, Northgate,
Westgate and Eastgate. The tower, which commands a fine view of
tsthedrnl. is the remains of a church built around 1465.

the

Veterans see film

Arnhem veterans and former Dutch Resistance workers met E
again to relive that fateful battle, but this time on German

soil.

The occasion was the screening of
‘A Bridge Too Far,’ the film epic of
the battle, at the Service Kinema
Corporation’s Globe Cinema,
Rheindahlen.

The evening was in aid of Ssafa
and raised about DM 10,000.

In the audience was General Sir
Frank King, Commander-in-Chief
BAOR, who was a company com-
mander with 11th Battalion, The
Parachute Regiment, during the

Arnhem battle. The aircraft in
which he travelled from Britain was
shot down and he arrived 36 hours
later at Arnhem. Subsequently
wounded, he was cared for in a
Dutch house and taken prisoner.

The band of 3rd Battalion, The
Parachute Regiment, opened the
film show with a fanfare ‘Arnhem’
specially composed for the occasion
by the bandmaster, Warrant Officer
1 Ernest Mortlock.

&t John's College

ECCLES HALL SCHOOL
QUIDENHAM, NORFOLK
(Recognised by Department of Education and Science)

Independent boarding school for boys age 10-18. Small classes, good staff puleArnlio.
Courses lead to CSE, O and A level. Good facilities for games and other activities.

Reduction in fees for members of Services' children,

Prospectus from Secretary at the School,

ST JOHN'S SCHOOL
SIDMOUTH, DEVON

Fully recognised independent Co-Ed School, already catering for
Forces Families. Boarders from 6 years. Day Pupils 3-13 plus.
Pupils prepared for Common Entrance Examinations and
chool. Small forms of 12-15.

For further information and prospectus please apply to The

Grammar

Headmaster: Sidmouth 3984,
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General judges

Gurkha cooks
in Hong Kong

£

The military maxim that an army marches on its stomach was
taken seriously at Sek Kong, Hong Kong, when the Brigade of
Gurkhas mounted the finals of the brigade cookery com-
petition — the first time the event has ever been held in Hong

Kong.

Cookery instead of kukri was the
order of the day at the Gurkha
Training Depot for the visit of the
Commander British Forces,
Lieutenant-General Sir John
Archer, who also holds the
appointment of Major-General
Brigade of Gurkhas.

Before the final judging, Sir John
displayed extraordinary gas-
tronomic staying-power by sampling
such creations as curried dal Mys-
ore, green beans fried with coconut,
minced lamb balls stuffed with
almonds and jelebi with syrup, fol-
‘Jlowed by vegetable pulao, pancakes
and chicken korma. He even had
room for the Gurkha delicacies of
aludam, cheese chutney and fried
mutton curry.

Sir John, who has held many
important military posts, is known
to be immensely proud of his
appointment as Major-General

Brigade of Gurkhas, and delighted
the Gurkha cooks by taking man-
sized samples of every dish. He
presented prizes to the best indi-
vidual cook, Lance-Corporal Lil-

bahadur Pun, of The Training
Depot, Brigade of Gurkhas,
Lance-Corporal Deobahadur

Limbu of 7th Gurkha Rifles, and
Lance-Corporal Lilshang Limbu of
10th Gurkha Rifles. The team com-
petition was won by 7th Gurkha
Rifles with 2nd Battalion, 2nd
Gurkha Rifles, in second place and
the Queen’s Gurkha Signals third.

The competition, organised by
Major Mike Dickinson, Deputy
Assistant Director, Army Catering
Corps, was last staged about seven
years ago at Nee Soon in Singapore
and is aimed at stimulating interest
in the art of cookery in the Brigade
and encouraging cooks to raise their
technical standards.

Soldiers get
better quarters

Improvements costing about .£500,000 are being made to
soldiers’ accommeodation in Northern Ireland.

According to the Ministry of
Defence, only about five per cent of
the soldiers serving in the Province
live in accommodation regarded as
sub-standard even under the special
circumstances of field service con-
ditions in Northern Ireland.

About £80,000,000 at current
prices has been spent on works ser-
vices for the Army in Northern Ire-
land in the last four years. Nearly
half of this has been devoted to
living accommodation. ‘‘The
number of men badly housed has
been progressively reduced.”

Six unsatisfactory sites have been
vacated during the last year alone,
and immediate improvements are
being made to five other sites.

The problem at Magherafelt is
being solved by a new company
camp due to be completed in

Germany
has third
CCF unit

A third Combined Cadet Force in
Germany has been badged in Miins-
ter at the Army’s Edinburgh School.
The 45-strong contingent was
formed earlier in the year under the
guidance of Captain Lyndon Moore,
the school’s creative studies teacher.
The other CCFs in Germany are
at Windsor Boys’ School, Hamm,
and Prince Rupert’s School, Rinteln.
Badges were presented to the
Miinster cadets by the Garrison
Commander, Brigadier Desmond
Langley. The ceremony ended with a
march past to music by the Royal
Tank Regiment’s Alamein band.

December. At Maghera, improve-
ments will be made when the work
at Magherafelt has been completed.

The removal of a builders’ hut at
Newry will give a chance to relieve
overcrowding by releasing space for
new sleeping quarters. Another hut
affected by condensation may also
be replaced by something more suit-
able.

At Forkhill an additional Por-
takabin will give a bit more breath-
ing space and, at Crossmaglen, work
at present in hand includes general
improvements to living conditions,
including washing, dining and recre-
ational facilities.

The pinnacle of achievement in the
climb to the top of their profession
for these men of C Company, 40
Commando, Royal Marines, was a
cliff assault in Cornwall gn a recent
training exercise. The cliff-climbing
phase of the exercise followed sea-
borne assaults as raiding training.

POSTED

moved or telephone

TO GERMANY?

Our furniture removal vans go every week with part loads
For details of our door to door service and our containerized
storage system please write with details of quantity to be

Quidenham 246 (reverse charges). Telex 975147
WILFRED FOULGER LTD. QUIDENHAM, NORWICH

Goring Hall

Boarding and Day School for Boys ages 9-18. -
A family school with a happy atmosphere set in 14 acres at the seaside. Small forms
of 16-students. We offer 13 "0’ level and 8 ‘A’ level GCE subjects. Normal games
plus judo, swimming, fencing and tennis by qualified coaches. Good careers

section.

Prospectus from: The Principal, Goring Hall School, Goring By Sea, Sussex.

Telephone: Worthing 41587,

In_g:pondent Grammar School

REGIMENTAL SOUVENIRS. Why not a selected range of souvenirs for your Regi-
ment? Range covers Ties, Pens, Cuff-links, Lapel Badges, Tankards, Coffee Mugs,
Lighters, Diaries, and numerous other quality items.

For Colour Catalogue Write: Dept. S., Brookment Business Gifts, 141 Royal Exchange,
Cross Street, Manchester. Tel: 061 832 8744,

ST. GEORGE’S SCHOOL

Wymondham - Norfolk

Places for January, 1978
A new independent boarding and day school. specifically for the needs of Force's families.
Boys. ages & to 16. G.C.E. and C.S.E. exams, Traditional teaching and discipline. in good
atmosphere. Courier service to and from school: facilities for caring for chir
holidays. Sensible. reasonably priced uniform. Very large reductions in fees for Services’
r children. -
Prospectus: Admissions Officer, Coveys Ley, Moats Tye, Combs, Stowmarket, Suffolk
IP14 2EY

dren through

NEWS 11

N e



Above: The strike was a heaven-
sent opportunity for the IRA. Here
a warehouse blaze is tackled in the
Springfield Road, Belfast, while an
armed guard protects the
firefighters.

Below: John Collins, an 18-
year-old gunner, was one of the
first soldier casualties. He was
helping to fight a fire in a five-
storey office block near the centre
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Fire

of London when he was overcome
by smoke. A Green Goddess which
skidded on ice and crashed in the
third week of the strike claimed the
first two soldier fatalities.
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Soldiers on a pallet surrounded by water as they direct a hose at one of the biggest blazes
of the strike. The fire in a rag warehouse spread through five factory blocks.

Above left: Mobile elevated plat-
forms were pressed into service
to give firefighters the height to
direct their hoses down on to the
blaze. Senior fire officers stood
by with advice.

Above: A policeman, helped by a
soldier, brings the body of a small
child out of a razed London
house. Who is to say whether she
would have lived if experienced
firemen had been on the scene?

Left: Men of 40 Field Regiment,
Royal Artillery, were too late to
do anything but contain this fire
in a Belfast office.
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Postal
problem

In a letter in the October issue, two
sisters at school in England com-
plained about the cost of writing to
their parents — their father is
attached to the French Army.

The Ministry of Defence has
replied that if the parents of Sara
and Teresa have, or could use, a
‘military type’ address in France,
there is no reason why the children
should not use the forces airletter or
any of the forces’ concessionary
rates of postage. Details are on pages
358-360 of the Post Office Guide,
which can be consulted at any post

Brighter
bedrooms

The New Year should prove brighter
— at least in the bedrooms of quar-
ters.

White blanket stocks have gradu-
ally been exhausted and will be
replaced with a variety of pastel
shades.

A spokesman in the Logistic
Executive explained: ‘It will of
course take some time before the new
coloured blankets get into the system
but nevertheless a start is to be made
in the New Year.”
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If in doubt, claim

ALL IN THE FAMILY |

WITH
ANNE ARMSTRONG

The Government has raised the qualifying amounts for rent
and rates rebates, family income supplement and free school

meals.

Along with civilian families, many
more Service households will now
be eligible and my advice to them is,
if in doubt, claim.

Here is a simple example. If you
are earning a gross wage of £64,57
and have a wife and two children
living in a C type guarter, you qual-
ify for the rent and rate rebate. And
remember your wife’s earnings up to
£5 a week are not taken into con-
sideration, but child benefit is.

You can work out for yourself
whether you qualify for the new
rates of family income supplement
by getting hold of the appropriate
form from the Department of
Health and Social Security. This is
SB1 Nov 77. All you do is fill in the
back of the form.

As for free school meals, the fol-
lowing examples give you an idea of
whether you qualify. You are elig-

ible if you are a family with one
child with a net income of £38
(about £65 gross), with two children
and net earnings of £44.15 (about
£70 gross), or with three children
and net wages of £50.30 (about £75
gross).

Remember these figures for net
pay are taking both parents’ wages
into account, but there are deduc-
tions and allowances made —
income tax, national insurance,
superannuation and the cost of
travel to and from work. Payments
for rent or mortgages plus rates are
counted as allowances as are life
assurance premiums and the first £5
of earnings in a one-parent family
and the first £4 of the earnings of the
mother in a two-parent family.

The new higher qualifying
amounts came into force on 14
November 1977.

Soldier on
the board?

An American Army newspaper
Army Times, reports that a soldier
has joined the President’s Com-
mission on Military Compensation.

The reason, said a commission
spokesman, is that he will “‘add to
our research and analysis strength
and bring first-hand knowledge of
problems ' experienced by enlisted
personnel. He is assigned to the staff
task force studying Service pay and
benefits. "’

With our own Pay Review Board

due to give its findings on Service pay

before April, I wonder if lar
representation might be of help to
them?

New form saves

signatures

The old cumbersome inventories for married quarters are to be scrapped. No longer will
the new occupant have to sign the number one copy at least 21 times.
Instead there will be only one copy of the new inventory which will be retained by the

accommodation services unit.

The occupant of the married quarter will get a simply laid
out inventory sheet showing the entitlement of ‘accom-
modation stores’ applicable to each type of quarter. Against
the entitlement is a column showing the quantities issued. This
sheet will always be correct at the time of takeover and it will
be updated by the accommodation unit ‘in order to assist the
occupant in checking and laying out the stores at the time of

handover.’

““One of the good things to come
out of this radical change,” said a
spokesman in the Logistic Executive,
‘‘is the revised annex to Army Form
A10 (the form on which you apply
for your married quarter and your
family movement).

“This revised annex lists the con-
tents of your married quarter by
groups. In groups 1 to 7 are the
items which can be ‘wharfed’ in their
complete  groups. Unfortunately,
because of financial restrictions
which affect all branches of the
three Services, commands and dis-

tricts have had to impose certain
restraints affecting the method of
operating the wharf scheme.

“Your accommodation stores
accountant will acquaint you with
full details of these restraints upon
request.

“One other point worthy of men-
tion is the amalgamation of Army
Form G8032 (the march-
in/march-out certificate) with the
occupants copy of the inventory.
You now only have one piece of
paper to sign and this combined
form records not only the handing/

taking over of the quarter but also
lists the contents, records the dam-
ages the deficiencies and the sur-
pluses (if any).”

The new system is to be started in
quarters in Colchester, Shorncliffe
and Rhine area within the riext few
weeks and it is ho?ed to introduce
the system generally by the end of
1978.

Quarter saving

If the new scheme for unfurnished
quarters in BAOR (see October
SOLDIER Families Page) goes
through, then the saving each year
for, say, a C-type quarter will be

£47.32 a year, the same as in UK at

present.

The Ministry of Defence has still to
ct;:;ﬁ;m whether the scheme will go
al :




Families faced bleak six months

One of the first things that
struck me when I visited the
windy Imjin Camp at Little
Rissington is the almost com-
plete lack of soldiers. The
men were all away on a six-
month tour of Cyprus, leav-
ing 280 families behind to
cope as best they could.

The camp, a former RAF station,
is isolated, bleak and wind-swept. It
is ten miles from the nearest station,
23 miles from Swindon, 45 from the
nearest military hospital, and a
whole country away from mum.
Imjin Camp is the home of 1st Bat-
talion, The Royal Irish Rangers.

A civilian housing estate would
never face a mass male exodus, leav-
ing no one to ask to repair a faulty
bike or blown fuse, or mend a car, so
how did these families cope?

Self-help

The first point, said the wives, was
that the rear party of a small number
of soldiers was a great help and, for
the rest, they managed on a self-
help good neighbours system.

“Wives find getting away at the
weekend, or to shop, is difficult, as
public transport is virtually non-
existent,” said Sue Keogh, a rep-
resentative on the Naafi committee.
“But there are many outings and
trips organised, especially shopping
trips to Swindon.”

Driving

Miss Peggy Hunt, a civilian who
has worked in the Naafi shop since
the days when Rissington was an
RAF station, summed up the prob-
lem: “When the RAF were here, it
would never happen that all the
husbands would be away at the same
time. The majority had cars, so then
the Naafi was adequate.

“Now that has changed. We now
have 280 families who need eve

thing from pins to frozen foogg Above: Teenagers maintain and run their own go-karts,

Many of the wives do not drive and
many do not even have a car left
behind for them to use if they could
drive.”

Safety

Now the Wives Club is trying to
change that. Tricia O’Byrne
explained that the club has bought
two cars and with the wide expanse
of tarmac runways the wives are
learning to drive in safety.

And there is the consolation that
husbands do not have to cringe at
the sound of grating gearboxes and
pay for dented bumpers and
scratched doors.

Accidents

“But don’t worry,” said Tricia,
“we don’t have any runaway cars,
because we come under the watchful
eye of Sammy Campbell of the
regimental police and, with mainte-
nance classes as well, the wives will
soon be very competent.”

"

There is a small medical centre on
the camp which copes with everyday
accidents and also runs the baby
clinic.

“We have had a number of
births,” said Sister Betty Garvey,
“and one expectant father jumped
out of his vehicle and into the
ambulance as it was speeding out of
the gate with his wife. He just made
it

Own school

Older children have to travel by
bus to school while the younger ones
are lucky enough to have their own
primary school on the camp. Street
parties, trips to the sea-side and to

the circus in Bristol all helped to,

while away the hours.

Playground

A flourishing playgroup keeps the
toddlers happy.

“Jobs are very hard to come by,”
said Eileen Dempsey, “but some-

Guides pay homage

Lady Olave Baden-Powell,
the Chief Guide, died last
- year at the age of 88. During
her lifetime she headed the
vast worldwide organisation
of Girl Guides and nowhere
is this organisation stronger
than among Army families in
whatever obscure corner of
the globe they may be.

Many of those girls were among
the huge congregation at Westmins-
ter Abbey for the thanksgiving ser-
vice for her life and work. It was the
Abbey’s largest congregation since
the Queen’s coronation.

Clever kids

Encouraging figures from the British
section examination results at
Afcent’s international school in Hol-
land show a pass mark well above
the national average.

Fifty-eight GCE O level papers
" were taken, resulting in 40 passes at
grade A B or C. The 102 CSE papers
resulted in 95 passes.

There are 4000 guides in BAOR
alone and the number worldwide is
still growing. In one of her last mes-
sages Lady Olave said: “I trust that
you will continue fully to use the
system of work and play that our
movement provides, keeping up the
fun and friendships you have made
and upholding tﬁe laws that you
undertook to live by when you made
your Scout or Guide promise.”

In the same year that Lady Olave
died, her husband, the first Baron
Baden-Powell, founder of the Boy
Scout movement and first General
Officer Commanding 50th (North-
umbrian) Division, had a new mar-
ried soldiers’ housing estate at Cat-
terick named after him,

Mrs Henry Woods, wife of
Major-General H G Woods, GOC
North East District, unveiled the
commemorative plaque and offi-
cially named the married quarters
the ‘Baden-Powell Estate.’

Lord and Lady Baden-Powell,
representing the family, were the
guests of honour and, after the
unveiling, Lady Baden-Powell and
Mrs Woods were presented with
bouquets by two eight-year-old Cat-

terick Brownies, Sharon Pierce and
Sylvia Scott.

The late Lord Baden-Powell, then
Lieutenant-General Sir Robert
Baden-Powell, was the officer who
ordered the initial survey of the
North Yorkshire area to find a site
where a military training centre
could be established and his sub-
sequent report was a major factor in
the decision to build a camp at Cat-
terick in 1914,

I.uc.ky car
winners

Three cars and two colour television
sets were the top prizes in Ssafa’s
biggest-ever fund-raising effort
which netted a record £28,000.

Winners were Mrs Merrifield,
Reading (Renault 5), S Murray,
Peterlee, Co Durham (Ford Popu-
lar), R Williams, Didcot (Mini 1000).
Colour TVs went to Captain T M
Dalton, Lincoln, and Major Prin-
guer, Bulford.

times wives are lucky. It's really the
distances involved that prevent us,
especially when husbands are
away.”

It is by no means a bed of roses at
Little Rissington but, once again,
Army wives are proving they can get
through by pulling together. They
are self-motivated, and self-
gencratini.

Their husbands were home in
time for Christmas but it is on the
cards that they will be packing their
bags again in July, this time for a
six-month tour in Belize.

Families page
letters

Dear Anne,

I feel it is essential that the bar-
rack inventory accountant and other
people should have females to assist
them in their work.

It is a foregone conclusion that
the men are adequately equipped to
cope with plumbing, electrics and
construction of the quarters. But, I
feel that a female would be the best
person to choose curtains, carpets,
paint etc. The men’s choice of col-
ours can be bizarre, to say the least:
They have no idea of a complete
colour scheme for any one quarter.

The priorities concerning these
quarters are ludicrous. In Imjin Bar-
racks here, high above sea level, the
houses are cold and damp.

The first priorities have been lag-
ging of the attic and a form of win-
dow sealing. Yet the Department of
the Environment has seen fit to
install first the control valves on the
radiators and kitchen humidifiers
which, though important, are not
essential to the warmth of a house.

Many of the men in these depart-
ments feel that a wife can ‘march’
into a quarter with toilets and bath-
rooms devoid of lino, baths and
toilets stained, doors that do not
lock etc.

I feel that women, liberated as we
are, should have representation on
their board.

(m’l
Little Rissington,

Dear Anne,

I have just been reading a back
issue of SOLDIER News and was
very interested in the article ‘Self-
heie wives beat boredom.’

e have just opened a com-
munity centre here and we too are
looking for new ideas. Our ladies’
evening has now got off the ground
and one success we have had is a
party, run on Tupperware lines,
called Colormaid (paint embroid-
ery). You can easily transform wood
tiles, tablecloths and plastic con-
tainers by using transfers and this
new paint.

If any other club has any ideas we
can use, we would be glad to hear
them.

Joyce Hart,

Jan Leightley,

Cove.

For more details on Colormaid, con-
tact me, Anne Armstrong, SOL-

DIER, Ordnance Road, Aldershot,
Hants, GU11 2DU.
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Above: Twins Geoffrey and
Hugh pass their fathers
medals on to former
commander of the 10th
Hussars Colonel Jack Archer.

Right: The hero himself,
Sergeant Henry Engleheart.

ENGLISH PEWTER
ONE PINT
TANKARDS

Engraved Regimental or Corps design
Minimum order 6. Discount on 20 or
over. £6.75 (U.K. plus 8% VAT) Post
Paid
R & B INCON LTD
Southbourne Road, Sheffield S1020N
Tel: 0742 685911

The badge of courage

SUPER 8 HOME MOVIES

Join our film club and own films like
above. Huge Selection — all sub-
jects — big discounts. Send just 50p
for membership and catalogues.
Sound, Silent, B & W, Colour
Access/Barclaycard welcome — just

quote your account number
WE EXPORT WORLD-WIDE.

MAILMASTER FILMS
(Dept. S),
69, Long Lane, London EC1A SE.|

etails of

HIRTS LIMITED
Box 50, 3 Guinea Street

e (STD Code 0404) 822329

FAST DELIVERY

boats.

THORNLOW SCHOOL

Buxton Road, Weymouth, Dorset.

JUNIOR AND SENIOR SCHOOLS

Recognised by The Department of Education and Science

An efficient boys’ independent school for day and boarding pupils on the Dorset coast
Junior School from 5 (boarding from 7) and Senior School from 11 to 17 Pupils must
satisfy entrance requirement standard. Very good results at G.C.E. Modern classrooms
glus carpenters’ shop, library, well-equipped science laboratory and large gymnasium

here are seven acres of grounds. and sportsfields affording good facilities for Soccer,
Hockey, Cricket and Athletics, also a 25 metre covered heated swimming pool. There is a
cross-country club, a fencing club with a first class coach and a sailing club owning its own

Prospectus from Secretary. (Tel: Weymouth 2977)
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One of the last Victoria Crosses invested by Queen Victoria
has been handed over to a regimental museum for safe-

keeping.

Sergeant Henry William Engleheart, of the 10th Royal Hussars, won his
supreme award in 1900 during the Boer War. Now his 67-year-old twin sons
Geoffrey and Hugh have handed over the medal to the museum of the
Hussars’ descendant regiment, The Royal Hussars (Prince of Wales’s Own),

at Winchester.

Sergeant Engleheart was in a
party which destroyed the railway
north of Bloemfontein, then had to
charge through a Boer picquet and
get over four deep spruits to make
their way back through enemy lines.
At the fourth spruit a soldier’s horse
failed to get up the bank, leaving him
in a very dangerous position.

The citation reads: ‘In face of a
very heavy rifle and shell fire, and
notwithstanding the great chance of
being cut off, Sergeant Engleheart
returned to Sapper Webb’s assist-
ance.

‘It took some time to get the man
and his horse out of the spruit, and
the position became momentarily
more critical owing to the advance
of the Boers. He was, however, at
last successful, and retiring slowly to
cover Webb's retreat, was able to
get him safely back to the party.

‘Shortly before this, Sergeant
Engleheart had shown great gal-
lantry in dashing into the first spruit.
which could only be reached in
single file, and was still full of Boers
hesitating whether to fly or fire. Had
they been given time to rally, they
must have destroyed the small party
of British as they outnumbered
them by four to one.’

One of the most valued med-
als in the world has been pre-
sented to the New Zealand

Army Memorial Museum.

The Victoria Cross awarded to
Lance-Corporal Samuel Frickleton
for outstanding bravery at Messines
on 7 June 1917, was donated by his
widow, Mrs V Frickleton, of Stokes
Valley, Wellington.

The Chief of General Staff,
Major-General R D P Hassett, said
the Army was honoured by the pre-
sentation and deeply grateful to Mrs
Frickleton.

Corporal Frickleton was awarded
the Victoria Cross following
courageous action at.'Messines in
Belgium. He headed a charge
against two enemy machine-gun

On 15 December 1900, Sergeant
Engleheart was invested with his
decoration by Queen Victoria at the
last investiture she was to hold.

He retired in 1908 while serving
with his regiment in Rawalpindi,
From then until 1936 he was lodge
keeper at Windsor Castle.

Sergeant Engleheart died at
Datchet (the present home of his
twin sons) on 9 August 1939.

posts, saving the lives of many of his
comrades. He was wounded' twice
during the action. ;

He was a member of 3rd Bat-
talion, 3rd Rifle (NZ) Brigade, at
the time and later rose to the rank of
captain,

He died in August 1971 after a
long illness, caused partially by gas-
sing he received during World War
One.

One of the first members of the
public to see the Frickleton Victoria
Cross was Mr A W Shepherd from
Christchurch. Lieutenant Shepherd
was at one time also a member of
the 3rd Battalion, NZ Rifle Brigade.
He is seen here admiring the pre-
sentation medal case with Sergeant
McKenzie, curator of the Army
Memorial Museum,




Havildar Bhanbhagta Gurung, who won the Victoria Cross in
Burma in 1945 while serving with 2nd King Edward VII’s
Own Gurkha Rifles (The Sirmoor Rifles), has returned from
the hills of Nepal after 30 years to visit his three sons, all now
serving with his old regiment in Hong Kong.

The havildar was one of 46 old comrades who travelled from Nepal,
Britain, Eire, India, Australia and other parts of the world for the first
regimental reunion of the Sirmoor Rifles since 1957,

It was Bhanbhagta Gurung’s first

return to the regiment since his
demobilisation in 1947 and his
return to Nepal.

The Colonel of the Regiment,
General Sir Edwin Bramall, a
former Commander British Forces
Hong Kong and now Commander-
in-Chief, United Kingdom Land
Forces, flew from Britain to par-
ticipate in the ten-day reunion organ-

ised to mark the first time the Sir-
moor Rifles’ two battalions have
served together for many years. The
2nd Battalion joined the 1st Bat-
talion in Hong Kong earlier this year
after a tour of duty in the United
Kingdom.

Havildar Bhanbhagta Gurung,
then a rifleman, won his Victoria
Cross at a position known as Snow-

e i1 e
Amid the tension of anti-terrorist activity in Belfast, gunners of 49 (Inker-
man) Field Battery, Royal Artillery, found time to remember the anniversary
of the Crimean War battle from which they take their title, and to honour a
hero of that action.

Sergeant-Major Andrew Henry won the Victoria Cross at Inkerman in
1854 when he gallantly defended the flank guns of his battery against
overwhelming hordes of Russians advancing in three directions. Miraculously
he survived twelve bayonet wounds and contimmued serving until 1870, when he
died while stationed at the Royal Citadel in Plymouth in the Coast Artillery.

Though he was buried with military honours, his grave lay forgotten until
1952 when through the initiative of a retired gunner, Major G B Wilson, a
granite headstone in the form of a Victoria Cross was unveiled in Ford Park
Cemetery, Plymouth,

And there, on the 123rd anniversary of the battle, a wreath was laid by
Sergeant Norman Harris who had travelled from G Battery, 2nd Division
RA, of which Andrew Henry was sergeant-major in 1854,

Inkerman Battery is part of 40 Field Regiment.

den East in March 1945. After
single-handedly knocking out four
enemy foxholes, he then, still
single-handed, attacked a Japanese
machine-gun bunker, forced two of
the occupants out with smoke
grenades, killed them with his kukri
— the Gurkha fighting knife — and
then crawled into the bunker to kill
the third and capture the machine-
gun.

His eldest son, Corporal
Krishnabahadur Gurung (30),
joined the regiment 14 years ago
and is now a rifle section com-
mander in his father’s old 2nd Bat-
talion; Lance-Corporal Chan-
drabahadur Gurung (26) has been
with the battalion for eight years;
and youngest son Private Suk-
bahadur Gurung (19) joined his
brothers at the beginning of October
after completing recruit training.

The 2nd King Edward VII's Own
Gurkha Rifles (The Sirmoor Rifles)
is the senior regiment in the Brigade
of Gurkhas. Founded in 1815, it has
won 58 battle honours during the
past 160 years — more than any
other Gurkha regiment.

Picture shows General Sir Edwin
Bramall with Bhanbhagta Gurung
VC and his three sons during the
reunion.

Two crack shots — one of yes-
teryear and one of today — get
down to some serious business
during the recent regimental
reunion of the 2nd King
Edward VII's Own Gurkha
Rifles (The Sirmoor Rifles) in
Hong Kong.

On the left, in traditional
Nepali topi, Honorary Lieuten-
ant (GCO) Kishanbahadur
Thapa, in his day a celebrated
rifle shot who once took on six Japan-
ese tanks with his platoon of Vickers
Machine-Gun Carriers. On the right,
Rifleman Gamparsad Pun, a very
good shot indeed who has repre-
sented the Regiment’s 1 st Battalion at

Bisley, instructs the old master in the
intricacies of the Armalite rifle.

The two got together during an
inter-battalion shooting competition
staged as one of the events in the
ten-day reunion.

Kishanbahadur's son, Rifleman/
Clerk Parsad Thapa, is carrying on
the family’s Gurkha tradition and is
currently serving with his father’s
old 2nd Battalion.

g T
There S a career fqr someone
| like you at Dixons

We could have just the career for you.

At Dixons you'll be working for the world’s biggest
Photographic and Hi-Fi retail chain. Think of the
benefits that will bring you. The great working
conditions, the exciting prospects, a very friendly
atmosphere, and terrific discounts on our merchandise.
You'll get top pay — up to 5 weeks holiday a year
Plus the benefits of our pension plan.

We are looking for:

Sales Staff

| 4 s e
| Think you'd like to join us?
' To arrange a local interview,contact:

E Stan Fraser, Retail Staff Manager, Dixons Photographic Limited,
Prinz House, 54-58 High Street, Edgware, Middlesex HA8 7ED.
Telephone: 01-952 2345.
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As the strains of the Last Post died away in Westminster
Abbey, a small band of Belgian war veterans remembered the
dead of two world wars and the sacrifices their country had

made in both.

The veterans, of Amicale Des
Anciens Combattants Belges En
Grande Bretagne, watched the Bel-

jan Ambassador, Mr Robert Vaes,
ay their wreath on the tomb of the
Unknown Soldier.

A torch was lit at the small cere-
mony which was carried to Belgium
to be joined with other torches
kindled by Belgian veterans now
scattered all over the world.

A guard at the tomb was provided

by C Troop, Headquarters Com-
pany, 562 Parachute Squadron,
Roval Corps of Transport (Vol-
unteers), from Southall. This is the
third year that the unit has turned
out for this ceremony — and the last
time it will do so wearing the red
beret.

After the ceremony, the veterans,
the paras, and a detachment from
the Legion of Frontiersmen,
marched to the Belgian Embassy.

Commission
hard at work
worldwide

Modern wars, natural disasters and that modern affliction,
vandalism, all contribute to keeping the Commonwealth War
Graves Commission hard at work all the year round, in
virtually every corner of the globe.

The commission’s annual report
says that a million and three-quarter
men and women from the Com-
monwealth died in the two world
wars and their names are com-
memorated on memorials and in
cemeteries in 140 different countries.

In the Suez Canal Zone, struc-
tural and horticultural repairs are
still being made after the destruction
caused by the 1967 and 1973 wars.
Kantara War Memorial Cemetery
on the east bank has only recently
become accessible and work is being
started there with the aid of the
Canadian and Polish contingents in
the United Nations forces.

Fighting

Though the prolonged fighting in
the Lebanon resulted in con-
siderable damage to the two
cemeteries in Beirut, those at Triplo
and Sidon were virtually untouched.
In Ethiopia, the local war has made
access to Keren cemetery impos-
sible.

Such maintenance as is possible at

the age of 40.

of the experience you've gained.
That's why there’s a real welcome
for ex-servicemen and women up to

To join the Police, you need to be
physically fit, under40 and 172 cms or
more (women 162 cms.). If you have
special qualifications you
may be eligible even if you
are over 40 or slightly less
than the required height.

i p n e a m e e a e a a mmnn pa s mn s

Use your experience
in the big cities.

Right now, there’s a need for ex-servicemen and women of
outstanding quality to join Police Forces in and around the big cities.
Police work is a real test of
character and we can make full use

LONDON PROVINCES

(incl. undermanning

allowance)

Starting | Risingto | Starting | Rising to

CONSTABLE | £2,749 | £3,408* £2,400 | £3,024*
SERGEANT £3,786 | £4,344 | £3,402 | £3,960
INSPECTOR | £4,540 | £5,200 | £3,960 | £4,614
CHIEF INSP. | £5,200 | £5,875 | £4,614 | £5,286
SUPT. £6,979 | £7,242 | £6,222 | £6,918

Plus a pay supplement of 5% of total earnings
subject to a maximum ot £4 per week.

Current maximum rent allowance varies from
£508-£1,177, according to area (half for single
officers) *£378 more for long service,

For brochure send to: The Police Careers Ofncer,
Dept. E204. 6 Harrow Road, London W2 1XH

Name.

(Mr. Mrs. Miss)

Address

County Age

SOUTH cine | GREATER

YoRkSHige | MERSEYSIDE | Whrtwcre | NORTHUMBRIA
EWERT: o+ WEST METROPOLITAN
yorksHige | MUMBERSIDE | winianps | POLICE (London) |

Please tick the area you ‘would prefer to work in.
' L] .
If you're good enough to join
. y
the police, there’s a career for
. . L]
you in the big cities.
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Nicosia War Cemetery, between the
Greek and Turkish lines in Cyprus,
is being carried out by the British
contingent in the United Nations
force.

At Granada in Italy, a violent
freak storm caused great damage
which required the rebuilding of
some of the terraces and con-
siderable replanting.

Devastated

Two years ago the Gallipoli
graves were devastated by fire. Last
year it was the turn of Britain and
the staff at Brookwood, Surrey, in
particular, had to devote many
hours to containing heath fires
which threatened the cemetery.

At Cannock Chase War and Ger-
man Military cemeteries the efforts
of the staff kept the heath fires clear
of the main parts of the cemeteries
but there was some damage to plant-
ing and 80 headstones were cracked
and destroyed.

Vandalised

The memorial at Liverpool,
commemorating merchant seamen
lost at sea while serving with the
Royal Navy, has been badly van-

| dalised over the years. After con-

sultation with the City of Liverpool,
the commission decided that the
memorial should be renovated and
remain on its present site on the
understanding that it would receive
the maximum local protection poss-
ible.

But it is not only long-established
cemeteries with which the com-
mission deals. Dead from both wars
are still being found. Forty-four
bodies were found last year in iso-
lated areas of France, Germany and
Sweden.

Discovered

Among them were the remains of
four of the crew of an RAF Lan-
caster shot down over Berlin which
were discovered and handed ever b
the Russian Army and buried witﬁ
military honours in Berlin War
Cemetery.

The unusually warm summer
melted the snow covering another
bomber which had crashed in a
remote part of Swedish Lapland in
1942. The identified remains of the
three Canadian airmen recovered
were buried in Kviberg Cemetery at
Gothenburg.

Commission spending rose during
the year by more than £1,000,000 to
£6,474,637. The British Gov-
ernment provides more than three-
quarters of the cost with con-
tributions from Canada, Australia,
New Zealand, South Africa, India
and Pakistan.




FA scores with
Army stars

The Football Association’s
judgment in picking two
Army players for a side to
play Oxford University was
rewarded by two goals,

Army skipper Corporal Micky
Doig opened the FA XI's account
with a fine chip over the Oxford
defenders’ heads to score and
team-mate Corporal Dave Blanche
was next to score with a shot from
the spot when a penalty was
awarded.

The FA team went on to a con-
vincing 4-0 win. The match was
watched by Ammy coach QMSI
Eddie Green who was well pleased
with his dynamic duo’s performance
for, apart from their major con-
tribution to the final score, it is
believed to be the first time for some
years that Army players have been
picked for the prestigious FA side.

Golf drive
against apathy

At present there are about
12,000 members of the Army
Golf Association and one
thing that the newly-elected
captain of the all-ranks club
wants to do is to bump up this
already high membership.

“Last year we had to cancel some
‘fixtures,” said Lieutenant Dave
Everitt (above), the new skipper,
“which with the membership we
have got already is not very good.

“One of the main reasons for this
was apathy, and that is one. thing
that must be changed. Also there
are a lot of golfers in the Army who
do not see any reason to join the
association, but the more members
we have, the better facilities we can
create.”

One useful facility is a network of
affiliated clubs up and down the
country which association members
can play on so many times a year.

“This means that a man away on a
course can play at a civilian club at
reduced fees.”

Lieutenant Everitt has a handicap

of six, was captain of the Warren |

Golf Club in Singapore in 1973 and
has been connected with the AGA
committee since its inception.

Marathon postie’s run

A Yorkshire soldier has emulated his Greek military coun-
terpart of 490 BC by taking part in Greece’s premier long
distance race between Athens and Marathon.

Private David Ellam (left), who
comes from Mirfield in Yorkshire,
became the first Englishman to take
part in the famous Athens marathon
since 1975. It was a Greek soldier,
Pheidippides, who in 490 BC ran
150 miles in two days between
Sparta and Athens to bring news of
his country’s victory in the battle
against the Persian invader, Darius.
In 1896. when the first modern
Olympics took place in Athens, part
of that historic route, between
Athens and Marathon, became the
Olympic marathon course.

Prominent

As a prominent long distance
runner in Army circles, 34-year-old
Dave's ambition has always been to
run over the original Olympic
course; but the prohibitive cost kept
his goal out of reach until he was
posted to the British Military Hos-
pital in Berlin, While working there
as the hospital postman, Dave's
friends heard of his ambition and
began raising funds to send him to
Greece. Through dances and raffles
the rest of the hospital staff man-
aged to raise the £300 needed just in
time for him to take part in this
year's race.

All that was left for him to do was
run the 26 miles and 385 yards, and
he repaid their faith in his ability
by running the distance in a personal
best time of 3 hours 10 minutes, to
finish a creditable 138th in a field of
1,500 starters.

Weather’s
wild welcome
for Sappers

Two officers and six men of 1
Squadron UK (Support),
Postal & Carrier Com-
munications, Royal
Engineers, received a feroci-
ous welcome as they crossed
the border into Scotland at
the end of a trek lasting
nearly a fortnight.

A gust of wind blew one man into
a barbed wire fence and he
remained pinned there by the force
of the gale until dragged away by his
companions. The same violent
storm lifted the second-in-command
of the squadron, Captain Andrew
Speight, right off his feet, rucksack
and all, and sent him crashing to the
ground.

The sappers, led by their officer
commanding, Major Peter Wescott,
embarked on a march along the
National Trust’s Pennine Way route
as part of fitness training for the
annual Exercise Hardfall in Norway.

They covered 270 miles in 13
days, with the weather growing
worse every day. ;

Their unit is stationed at Bulford
Camp, Wiltshire.

Uniformal are the tailors for dress
uniforms.The finest materials are cut by
craftsmen,then hand finished to ensure
that your dress uniform gives long,
distinguished service and value for money.
For example,the 1939 pattern for the
BS.RCT.RADL,
R.EM.E.,R.A.P.C..is

{This price excludes badges,
buttons, miniature medals
which can be provided by yourself or by Uniformal,
at a reasonable cost)

Other styles, including the 1902
pattern are similarly priced. May we .
quote you? e

For full details just fill in the coupon k
or phone for your representative to call.

UNIF@RMAL g

101 Commercial Street,
Rothwell, Yorkshire. ’
Tel.0532 826102. ”
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Army paddiers
[rgeze out

Left: Divers rescue a young paddler who went the wrong way down the falls.
Above: Olympic contender Alan Williams powering to victory.

Below: Signalman Andy Taylor records a canoeist passing his checkpoint.

Canoeists from all over Britain and BAOR converged on their protégé Craftsman John Hod- Conditions over the twisting

Richmond, Yorkshire for one of the most exciting — and from son, who turned in a respectable five-and-a-half-mile long course
5 s

any Army point of view — encouraging white water races in

the calendar.

The tenth annual Army ‘Wild Water’' in freezing conditions on the
swift-flowing River Swale showed up the increase in form of Army paddlers
and was a useful prelude to the forthcoming season when England selectors
are bound to be looking with keen interest for Olympic contenders.

Corporal Alan Williams who did so well in the gruelling Devizes —
Westminster race earlier this year reaffirmed his Olympic status by winning
the K1 wild water class with a time of 36.15 minutes. He also paddled in the
winning open Army team, despite gastric trouble which has kept him out of

recent competitions.

**Our first priority was conserving
the boats for the individual events,”’
said team-mate Captain John Craw-
ford, ‘‘but we were going as fast as
we could. Williams is definitely on
form and is well in line for the Brit-
ish team. This race was a good gauge
for him before the season starts.”

The two days of racing were a
triumph for the Army who swept
away inter-Service opposition and a
particular triumph for 4 Field
Workshop, Royal Electrical and

Mechanical Engineers, who won the
Army team event and the C2 Cana-
dian kayak. Staff-Sergeants Roger
Ivy and Stan Richmond beat the
British pair, Cooper and Parr, with
a best time of 43.40 minutes.

Severe

Despite severe arm pains, the pair
came down again in individual white
water boats. They must have been
pleased to see the performance of

time and actually beat them down,
second time round.

Captain Anne Gillespie of the
Queen Alexandra's Royal Army
Nursing Corps took the women'’s
honours, winning the Army, open
and inter-Service titles.

Anne lost vital seconds at the start
of the race when her spray-deck —
which keeps water out of the cockpit
— came loose. However, fast padd-
ling brought her time back up to
45.35 minutes.

Cold

“The water was cold, but not as
cold as I expected,” she said. “On
the first day the wind was behind us
which meant that you could con-
serve more body warmth, but by the
next day it had shifted round and
was blowing across the water. |
don’t think my thumbs really
thawed out at all.”
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changed almost hourly. The first day
saw the river level dangerously low
with more jagged rocks showing
than usual. But by the next day
melting ice and snow higher up in
the hills changed the scene com-
pletely by adding another foot to the
water level.

Speed

This resulted in an immediate
increase in speed as paddlers found
they could manoeuvre much more
easily in the faster, deeper water,
although the falling water level at
the end of the day again, tended to
handicap some of the later starters

Chairman of the Army Canoe
Union, Colonel Dennis Franks,
paddled down in the veterans race.
He broke his paddle, but still man-
aged to come second in his class.

The race was organised by the
Army Canoe Union, supported by 8
Signal Regiment with 150 Provost
Company Royal Military Police. 40
Squadron Royal Corps of Trans-
port, and Duchess of Kent Military
Hospital providing signing and
traffic control, transport and ambul-
ance cover. Firefighting duties
meant that some teams — par-
ticularly infantry — had to cancel at
the last minute but more were
allowed to compete and stay on
two-hour standby.

Exciting

Worst hit by firefighting duties
were the teams of safety divers on
15-foot falls below the race. At one
stage it was feared that this exciting
finale to the weekend's racing would
have to be cancelled because so
many of the divers were called away.

But in the end enough divers were
found to make up two five-man
teams to provide adequate cover,
despite the fact that with the water
temperature at 39 degrees
Fahrenheit, they could only stay in the
river for only half an hour at a time.

“It is unbelievably cold,” said
Sergeant Pete Dunnings, of 8 Sig-
nals Regiment, “and the trouble is
that for a lot of the time we are just
sitting there in the water waiting to

pull someone out, so when we do go
in we are absolutely numb. Still,
with the number of paddlers who
are tumbling, it is essential to have
divers right there in the water.”

Braved

The paddlers who braved the falls
— this was not part of the race —
qualified for an insanity certificate,
which is a fair comment on how
dangerous the falls could be.

Sergeant John Lock from Bordon
capsized before he reached the falls
and was swept over while hanging
on to the outside of his canoe.
Luckily he shot straight to the sur-
face, but his boat was held in the
Stopper and reappeared half and
hour later in two pieces. The
Stopper is the 15-foot hole below
the falls. The water crashing down
the falls foams backwards, Eolding
anything in it in a vice-like grip.

Several canoeists were pulled out
gasping and spluttering, boats and
paddles were swept miles down-
stream, and everyone in and on the
water was chilled to the bone, but as
one shivering Junior Leader said
through blue lips: ‘There is no other
race like it, it's a real buzz. I am
certainly coming back for another
bash next year.’
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Army riders

Close competition characterised an international riding even:
in which a tri-Service British team took its share of th

honours.

Captain Malcolm Wallace, Royal
Artillery, Corporal-of-Horse Doug-
las McGregor, Blues and Royals,
Corporal Jack Tarr, RAF, and
WRNS Petty Officer Eileen O'Hara
made up the British team at the
international Services equestrian
event at Fontainebleau, France,
where they competed against top
riders from the host nation as well as
from Germany and Belgium.

Britain pioneered the event by
starting it last year at Melton Mow-
bray under the auspices of the Com-
bined Services Equitation Associ-
ation which sponsored this year’s
British entry.

A feature of the event is that
riders draw for horses supplied by

c k‘. I
ome skiing!
No need to head for the hills
— or even wait for winter —
to take up winter sports these
days if you're in striking dis-
tance of Aldershot’s Stain-
forth ski slope.

The slope was originally built by
the Army and has now been
developed under joint management
Rg the Army and local authorities.

anager Gagr Shackleton has a
staff of qualified instructors avail-
able seven days a week to teach
woud-be skiers at all stages of the
sport from absolute beginner to
advanced skier.

Instruction and equipment can
cope with both downhill and cross-
country skiing skills, The centre has
a100-metre downhill slope equipped
with floodlights, a ski tow and
a 400-metre cross-country track.
There is also a clubroom and
bar for that all-important aprés-ski
enjoyment.

All charges include equipment

| hire and there are special rates for

clubs and units. Gary Shackleton
can be contacted’ on Aldershot
Military (Aldershot 24431) exten-
sion 2299 or on Aldershot 25889.

France

the host nation and so have the
added handicap of testing their skills
on unknown mounts. It was a meas-
ure of the expertise of all concerned
that a mere six points separated the
2nd, 3rd and 4th teams when a
single fence fault incurred a 10-point
penalty. :

Captain Wallace (pictured below)
won the dressage prize and came
second in the individual placings.
Germany won the team trophy with
France second and Belgium third.
Britain was fourth overall.

With traditional Gallic charm, the
French hosts introduced a special

rize for Eileen O’Hara as the only,
ady competitor in this major inter-
national event,

Adventure

Daily runs of more than 200 naut-
ical miles were logged by the tri-
Service entry in the Round the
World yacht race as the boats sped
towards Auckland, New Zealand on
the second leg of the race. Prevailing
westerly winds of 35 to 40 knots
pushed Adventure along through
rain, sleet and snow in very low
temperatures. On 7 November she
was at 53.34 South, 66.50 East and
on 16 November: 55.32 South,
119.37 East. Adventure was still well
up in the running being second on
handicap to Treaty of Rome with
Heath’s Condor in the lead on the
water. The heavy weather was tak-
ing its toll of sails and rigging in the
fleet but so far Adventure had suf-
fered slight sail damage and a
broken spinnaker pole — albeit a
spar as thick as a thigh needing two
men to Lift it!




‘Recruiters fit for anything

A recruiting team in Norfolk keeps fit for its role while away

from its units . . . by keepinF

Deprived of their regimenta
Wednesday sports afternoons, the
sporting quintet set about joining
local civilian clubs to continue their
own activities.

Sergeant Jean Tomlin (pictured),
Women’s Royal Army Corps, is a
top table tennis player. She is a
former holder of the Army women'’s
singles and doubles championships
and is current London and Eastern
districts singles and doubles titles
holder. In Norwich she has been
playing for a local government
officers’ team.

Sergeant Colin Gidman, Royal
Army Medical Corps, is a keen
rugby enthusiast who plays for his
corps. In Norwich he now turns out
for the city’s 2nd XV.

Sergeant Mick Callaghan prefers

fit.

round-balled football and has
played for his unit, 49 Field Regi-
ment, Royal Artillery. He now plays
for two clubs, Syderstone and RAF
West Raynham.

About to return to 1st Battalion,
The Royal Anglian Regiment, after
a two-year tour as a recruiter, is
Sergeant Chris Norman who has
played for three local football clubs
during his stay and for one cricket
club. He was elected club skipper of
Parkhouse FC during the 1976-77
season.

Finally a fifth recruiting sergeant,
‘Naff’ Norfolk of REME, is also a
cricketer.

In the season just ended he
headed the bowling averages at
Kirkley Cricket Club with 42 wic-
kets for 11.3 runs per wicket.

Sports

shorts

Squash

Having stormed through the fifth
division of the prestigious Cum-
berland Cup squash league last sea-
son, the Army team look set to lead
Division Four this year and hopes
are high for further promotion to
the next division.

Highly competitive civilian clubs
have been toppling like ninepins to
the Army players this season and
out of seven matches to date, only
the ene against Bexley has been lost.

Meanwhile other matches have
produced pleasing results with 4-1

, wins against both the RAC and
London House while Hertfordshire
managed to beat the top-form Army
players 3-2.

Hockey

The Army hockey team lost 0-2 in
its match against Surbiton.

Soccer

An Army soccer side depleted by
the call of duty to stand by during
the firemen’s strike was no match
for a sharp Somerset team which
gave them a 3-1 drubbing on their
home ground at Aldershot.

Heavy reliance on the stretched
skills of skipper Cpl Micky Doig and
the nipﬁy Cpl Dave Blanche left
ragged holes in defence and attack
that soon let the West countrymen
in for two quick demoralising goals
within ten minutes of the match.
The seal was then set on defeat for
the Army XI which needs all the
strength it can muster for the major
international tournament in the
Kentish Cup against France and
Belgium in the New Year.

There were mixed results in other
matches with a win against the
TAVR 4-1 and a loss to Northern
Uhiversities 2-3.

The youth side lost 1-3 to Kent in
the FA Counties Challenge Cup.

Basketball

Just one point gave the Army bas-
ketball team its win in a
grandstand-finish match against
Middlesex BB Club. The final score

- was Army 91 to Middlesex’s 90.

Shooting

British marksmen scored notable
successes in a triangular shooting
match at Fontainebleau, France,
against French and Swiss military
teams.

In the smallbore rifle match the
British Army’s Major P Martin (1
DERR) won the individual gold
medal for the 60-shot prone match
with a score of 594 (highest possible
score 600). Captain A V Galsby
(RAOC) won the silver medal in the
prone, standing and kneeling match
with 1132 (HPS 1200) and Warrant
Officer 2 J O’Brien (REME) won
the bronze with a personal best of
1131. Sergeant Bright’'s 1127 was
also a personal best and the team
scores in the prone and PS & K
matches broke Army records.

Warrant Officer 2 J Cairns
(SASC) came close to the national
record in the pistol centre fire match
and set a new Army record with
585. The team broke the Army
record in both courses.

Boxing

Deprived of four boxers originally
selected to represent the Army, a
team of eleven lost by seven bouts to
four in a match against the North
East division of the NE Counties
ABA. But the best boxer trophy
went to welterweight Cpl M Gannon
(RCT) who won his bout and a best
loser’s prize went to Pte P Devanney
(Para) who boxed at lightweight,
a division higher than his normal
boxing weight. The rest of the team
were: Pte D Mclnnes 1 BW (ban-
tamweight — lost), Fus M Ullah
(bantamweight — lost), Pte M
Mannion 3 LI (lightweight — lost),
L/Cpl P Harper Coldm Gds (light
welterweight — lost), CoH A
Hough Blues & Royals (light wel-
terweight — lost), Pte P Cocoran LI
(welterweight — won), L/Cpl C
Barrett RPC (light middleweight —
won), Rfn J Astbury 3 RGJ (light
middleweight — lost), Cpl M Bow-
ering RAOC (middleweight —
won).

Technical

do you think you
could write them?

If your Forces experience has covered a wide range of
electronics, instrument or mechanical servicing work, you‘ll be
" servicing literature. Well, here's
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a Iy pluns go up in smoke

Speeding ‘Green Goddess’ fire engines had to be substituted
for a dashing rally car for Lieutenant-Colonel John Hemsley
when forced to withdraw from the Lombard/RAC rally due
to his commitment on fire duties during the firemen’s strike.
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A veteran Army representative
on the rally circuits of the world,
Colonel Hemsley and co-driver
Major John Skinner were all set to
go with their brand new Japanese
Mazda car when the red light of
firefighting put paid to their hopes
of trying out the new 1272cc single
overhead cam engine on the gruel-
ling round-Britain event.

Realising the bitter dis-
appointment of the Army duo, a
sympathetic RAC held an entry
open for the Clubman’s event in the
rally which started later than the
main rally. But even that was in vain
and the Mazda will have to wait
until the new year to be put through
its competitive paces.

‘Grounded’ at his Hampshire
home, Major Skinner shrugged off
his despondency at having to miss
the RAC by looking forward to the
challenge of the Mazda Hatchback
Challenge and Mintex International
Rallies which are both possibilities
for the new Army car’s début.

Answering critics who had raised

their eyebrows at rallying being rep-
resented by a Japanese rather than a
British vehicle, Major Skinner
declared bluntly: “It's quite simple
and straightforward — it’s the only
car we could get.”

He added: “Obviously the choice
would have gone to a British car,”
but he went on to explain that £50
worth of postage spent on writing
letters to potential sponsors was tes-
timony not only to his efforts to
secure a sponsor but the inability of
British firms to come up with the
goods in the current period of strict
economies.

But having been forced into the
overseas market, he is by no means
accepting a second best alternative
in the tried and tested Mazda which
he describes as a ‘good little
motor.’

He looks forward to putting the
team's judgment to the test in the
new year when he and Colonel
Hems{ey are keen to get back on to
the rally circuit.

A winner at 14

A fourteen-year-old soldier’s son emerged with top honours
in the last racing series of the season at the Army’s Netley

Sailing Club.

Newcomer Stephen Morley —
son of Warrant Officer 2 George
Morley, Royal Army Pay Corps —
took first place in the Autumn
Series, beating a strong field of older
and more experienced dinghy
sailors. Second was Staff-Sergeant
Lance Andrews (REME)

The other five series were domi-
nated again by Naafi executive Mr
Alan England who won the Easter,
Spring and Summer series. Captain
Rob Welsh was second in the Easter
event and Warrant Officer 1 Charles
Hurn (APTC) was runner-up in the
other Spring. Second in the Summer
series was Mr Derek Witts, recently
retired from the RAOC as a War-
rant Officer 2 in the TAVR.

WO1 Hurn was second again in
the Silver Jubilee regatta when Cap-
tain David Peerless (RAPC) won.
The August regatta was won by Mr
Dermott O'Malley with Witts sec-
ond once more.

The trophies were awarded at the
club’s annual general meeting where
Vice-Commodore Major Roger
Wilcox reported: “The club has
made its mark on the sailing scene
both locally and nationally.”

He referred to the highly suc-
cessful staging of not only all the
Army’s major dinghy events but the
national championships of the Kes-
trel class and an area final of the
RY A/Dunhill championships.

He added: “Most importantly we
have proved we have a management
team capable of running a 50 to 60
boat event with efficiency.”

Changes in the committee
included the election of Major-
General Michael Callan
(Director-General of Ordnance
Services) as Commodore to replace
Colonel David Worsley (RAMC)
who has been posted.

Major Wilcox made special men-
tion of the hard work put in by

Colonel Worsley during his year of
office and also wished to record his‘
appreciation of the other committee
member who had been posted away
from the club, Sergeant Ramsey
Ord (15th4‘19th King's Royal Hus-
sars), for his efforts too.

In the coming season the club
plans to increase .its ever-growing
membership even further through-
out the civil and Service com-
munities and there are high hopes
that the club — under Army control
— will be able to buy its clubhouse
and surrounding land when the
Royal Victoria Hospital, in whose
ground it stands, reverts to civil use.

Top cop
hot-shots

Hamburg Police proved to be
shots in exercise ‘Cop Shoot,’ organ-
ised by 111 Provost Company, Roy:
Military Police.

Teams from Nato military police
units and civilian police teams m
Hamburg, Verden, Soltau, Celle
Hannover, Fallingbostel, Berg
Hohne, the Bundesgrenzchutz an
Autobahn Police took part in th
third shooting competition.

Each team had to fire a rifle
100, 200 and 300m targets, a si
machine-gun from the standing and
kneeling position and 9mm pist
from the standing and kneeling
ition at 25m. This year the Hambu
Police team won and also had
best individual competitor.

The British Military Police con
pany from Bergen-Hohne organise
the event each year. g
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turned out vehiclewith
well fitted interior.
Advances at high speeds and
comes smartly toa halt when ordered.
A car to turn heads on any parade ground.

The Chevette Saloon P S—

A roomy 1300 four seater much favoured /£ 4 |
by military families stationed abroad. ;, ~
Outstanding performer and -
economical worker.

Equally suitable for
short excursions _
and long man e E— :
g MANOCUVIES. "N —
Also available as a ], CHEVETTE ] 7\ =
hatchback andanestate. |

To Vauxhall Motors Limited, Personal Export Department '
Route 3830, PO Box 3, Luton, England. Telephone (0582) 21122, ext. 3830.

Please send me full details of the luxurious VX series, the dashing Cavaliers, the versatile
Chevettes and the economy-minded Vivas.

Also how I can take advantage of the money-saving Personal Export Scheme.

Name

Address

~VAUXHALL 2H.
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LETTERS

Hamdi-I'Allah

I wonder if any readers remember an
unofficial Army newsletter called
Hamdi-I'Allah (God be praised)
which circulated in GHQ Palestine
and Allenby Barracks, Jerusalem,
just after the end of the last war? I
was its editor and I had a band of
enthusiastic helpers and duplicating
specialists.

Since then I have edited many dif-
ferent journals but none gave me
anything like the fun and satisfaction
that Hamdi-I’Allah did. My lasting
regret was that I never kept a single
copy for myself. Perhaps a reader
may have one among his souvenirs
which he will allow me to have
copied.

Incidentally, our usual charge for the
newsletter was one cigarette — which
ensured that the occupants of Hut 44,
Allenby Barracks, always had plenty
of smokes! — Tom Price, Windlass
Cottage, Whilton Locks, Daventry,
Northamptonshire.

Renovating

I have recently acquired a 1943
Humber light reconnaissance car Mk
IITA which has been in a barn for 30
years and which I am proposing to
renovate to its original condition.
Information on this vehicle is rather

scarce but possibly older readers may
have served in these cars in armoured
car companies during or immediately
after World War Two. I would be
most interested to hear from anyone
who was involved with the Mk III
and Mk IITA models and might have
interesting information, manuals and
photographs which they could lend
me for photocopying. — Tom H
Thomas, 20 Dollis Hill Lane, Glad-
stone Park, London NW2.

Ex-114?

There has recently been a local wave
of enthusiasm for regular meetings of
former members of 114 (Sussex)
Field Regiment, Royal Artillery. We
have had messages from here and
there saying how much former mem-
bers would like to meet old friends
but it is difficult to trace people.

The regiment was formed in 1939 as
the second line regiment of 58 (Sus-
sex) Field Regiment and originally
had a battery in Hastings and one in
Eastbourne. I was a Territorial Army
officer and served with the regiment
through to the end of the Burma
campaign so my name will be known
to most. Perhaps interested former
members would like to contact me.
— Warren Bugler, 20 Old Camp
Road, Eastbourne, BN20 8DH.

Where and when?

In ‘Where and when?’ (Letters,
November), Mrs Alexandra C Brem-
ridge queried the Crimean location of
a picture of a mounted military
policeman used in ‘The Redcaps’
centenary article (August).

I have checked back to the original
source of this illustration and can
confirm that it appeared in the Illus-
trated London News of 11 March
1855 and definitely relates to the
Crimean War. Although the uni-
versal pattern helmet with a spike
was introduced for infantry in 1878, a
similar pattern helmet has been worn
by the Household Cavalry since 1842
and by the heavy cavalry since 1845.
The fact that it was a spiked helmet

was often obscured by the wearing of
a plume,

An article on ‘The Origins of the
1855 Uniform Changes,’ in the Jour-
nal of the Society for Army Historical
Research, quotes a report in the Illus-
trated London News that the
Mounted Staff Corps (the pre-
decessors of the Military Police),
raised on 21 August 1854, adopted a
black felt helmet with a plume for
review order and a spike for other
orders of dress. It would appear that
it is this helmet that the mounted
policeman in the illustration is wear-
ing. — Boris Mollo, Deputy Direc-
tor and Keeper of Records,
National Army Museum, Royal
Hospital Road, Chelsea, London,
SW3 4HT.

Nursing chores

I would be grateful if you would
correct a wrong impression given in
your article on the Queen Elizabeth
Military Hospital in the October
SOLDIER. In the article it states
that Queen Alexandra’s Royal Army
Nursing Corps nurses do not any
longer have to perform chores such as
bed making. This is not true and it is
unfair to our nurses in both the
QARANC and Royal Army Medical
Corps to suggest that their work has
so radically been altered.

The advent of QARANC steward-
esses has helped considerably in those

hospitals where they serve. These
stewardesses perform many of the
‘chores’ hitherto given to nurses and
they help substantially with those
ward duties which are more of a
hotel-type of service rather than of
nursing.

However, I think your readers should
be assured that nurses still make beds
and perform those chores necessary
for the care and comfort of their
patients. In many hospitals there are
no stewardesses to assist them. —
Brig R H Freeman, Commanding
Officer, Queen Elizabeth Military
Hospital, Stadium Road, Wool-
wich, London, SE18 6XN.

Side-drummers

A record sleeve picture in ‘On
Record” (SOLDIER, November)
shows the band of The Duke of
Edinburgh’s Royal Regiment headed
by four side-drummers. Both my
brother and I view this with a critical
eye; what we observe is unbecoming
and a pace away from correctness and
tradition. Retired as we now are, we
have never lost our interest in the way
we were brought up and in the lively
British Army which we still admire.
The Scots Guards drummers were
the first to come under our criticism
in that the side drum should hang at a
slant crossing the left knee, for which
many units issued a protective leather
guard, pipe-clayed and strapped
above the knee. The drum appears
now to be pushed into an uncom-
fortable position between the legs or
knees of the drummers.

For many years now I have con-
cluded that modern drummers start
off as jazz or pop group specialists
and consequently are not taught to
play the drum properly. If they were,
they would not have to push the
drum between their knees to obtain a
straight platform for beating.
Side-drumming, correctly performed
with the movements of the drumstick
executed properly with the right

hand, does not require a straight plat-
form and it is only the unorthodox
drag of the right drumstick which
necessitates the perfectly natural and
long hang of the drum. — F M
Waters, 14 Brinkburn Court, Manor
Road, Sidmouth, Devon, EX10
S8HZ.

% Side drums are now frequently car-
ried in the fashion shown in the picture.
This is evolution and not the result of
new regulations — the carrying of the
side drum is a matter for individual
regimental decision. The old side drum
had a skin ‘head’ and, when worn on
the tilt, rain could run off without
damaging the head. The modern drum is
lighter and has a plastic head which is
unaffected by weather. When carried
level, there is a better ‘bounce’ from the
head.

and insignia.

CENTENARY

The centenary of the Order of St John of Jerusalem is
being commemorated by an exhibition at the Imperial
War Museum in London. Open on weekdays from 10am
to 5.50pm and on Sundays from 2pm to 5.50pm, the
exhibition is free and runs until 4 March.

Itillustrates the work of the British Order of St John over
the last hundred years with particular reference to the
two world wars. Notable exhibits include 19th century
items of uniform, mementos from the Brigade hospital at
Etaples during World War One, a food parcel sent to
prisoners-of-war in World War Two, and modern robes

London, SW3 4HT

POSTCARDS .
Two postcards have been produced by the National
Army Museum from watercolours by Denis Dighton of
the Battle of Waterloo. These are available at 4p each
plus 7p postage (unless a stamp is supplied there is a
halfpenny extra for VAT on the postage) from the
National Army Museum, Royal Hospital Road, Chelsea,




Collectors’
Corner

This column is open to bona-fide
collectors, not dealers. Announce-
ments are made free of charge as a
service to readers.

Sgt F A ] Wright, 1667 Coughtry
Street, St Laurent, Quebec H4L
2H3, Canada. — Wishes contact
experts on British sabres, swords and
edged weapons. Also wishes trade Leg-
ion of Frontiersmen (RCMP Auxiliary)
for Brigade of Guards items.

Cpl T Slattery A & SH, MT PIn,
Admin Coy, 1 Gordons, BFPO 806.
— Seeks badges all airborne units, also
set French para wings and cap badges
SAS. Please state prices.

D Galvin, 30 Clivedon Road, High-
ams Park, London, E4 9RN.—Seeks
medals; has for exchange pair pre-WW?2
British cavalry spurs, cloth badges,
brass shoulder titles, collar dogs.

P Banyard, 24 Holmdene Avenue,
Herne Hill, London SE24. — Fair
prices paid for German Army equipment
and uniforms WW2, also German
naval other ranks cap WW2.

D Bowyer, 6 The Wynd, Calne,
Wiltshire.—Wishes to buy British
Army cap badges, collar dogs, buttons.
Limited funds. State prices.

John Hadden, 3/8 Piershill Square
East, Edinburgh, EH8 8BD. — Seeks
records of Edinburgh Tattoo 1951 and
pre-1971, also any other records by
Scottish or British bands.

R Postans, 122 Hoo Road, Kid-
derminster, Worcestershire, DY10
1LS. — Seeks offers for ‘War Illus-
trated’ (complete, 255 issues, unbound)
and ‘War Pictorial’ (complete, 85
1ssues, unbound), both in fair condition.
John Norman, PO Box 319, Florida
1710, South Africa. — Collects caps of
¢g police, armies, nawvies, air forces,
prisons and traffic departments. Seeks
gifts or swaps.

J D Fisher, 28 Lilburne Crescent,
Newton Aycliffe, Co Durham, DL5
4LY. — Seeks plastic economy badges

TANKARD
GOBLET AND MUG

The National Army Museum
has produced a tankard, gob-
let and mug with repro-
ductions from lance exercises
of 1820. The goblet, illustrated
here with a white paper lining
to highlight the design, and
the mug cost £1.00 each plus
postage and the tankard is
£2.00 plus postage.

No money should be sent with
orders (to National Army
Museum, Royal Hospital

Road, London, SW3 4HT) — a
bill showing postal cost will be
included with the parcel.

WW2. Has for exchange solid gold 9ct
DLI badge, hallmarked, cap badge
size, pin fastener, in presentation box.
B L Owen, Douglas PO, Cork,
Republic of Ireland. — Selling large
collection British Army badges, all
metal, including 5 RI Lancers, Muns-
ter, 4 (V) BW, 5§ Border, LRDG gold
badge. Send for list.

WO1 F W Gray, RE Work Study
Team, BFPO 34. — For exchange,
Athletes Vol Force (City of Exeter), R
Dublin Fus, Ceylon Planters Rifle
Corps, Artists’ Rifles and other badges,
buttons, brass and cloth shoulder titles,
formation signs, collar badges eic. Large
sae for list.

WO2 Bjarne I U Serensen,
Jegersborg Kaserne, 2820 Gentofte,
Denmark. — Seeks collectors interested
in swapping with English, Canadian,
Australian and British overseas badges.
Brian Dean, 11 North Cote, Calne,
Wiltshire, SN11 9DL. — Young
Army cadet collector wishes to buy any
British cap badges, collar dogs, buttons
and other militaria, especially 3rd
Carabiniers, Royal Scots Greys or
South Wales Borderers. Limited funds
— state price; contributions welcome.
Tom H Thomas, 20 Dollis Hill Lane,
London NW2. — Seeks spring-
tensioned pull-over (or rigid type)
vehicle-mounted aerial base, taking n
diameter aerial, used with No. 9 radio
set circa 1941.

T Harding, 35 Mayesbrook Road,

.Dagenham, Essex, RM8 2EA. —

Open to offers for Aldershot Command
Tattoo 12in 78 rpm records C2551/1
(1931), C2437/8 (1932), C2572,
C2575/6 (1933). In good condition.

Lieut McGill Alexander, Military
Academy, Saldanha 7395, Republic
of South Africa. — Seeks ‘Airborne to
Suez’ (Sandy Cavanagh), ‘Airborne to
Baule’ (Maurice Tugwell), ‘The Spe-
cial Air Service’ (Philip Warner), “The
Battle of Dien Bien Phu’ (Fules Ross),
also airborne insignia and combat clo-
thing. Can offer South African badges,
military publications etc, or will pay for
books if necessary.

H E Moss, 6 Saxonbury Gardens, St
Mary’s Road, Long Ditton, Sur-
biton, Surrey. — Reguires current
British-type bayonet and UK Korea
medals to Duke of Wellington’s, KOSB
and Royal Norfolk. Will buy or
exchange.

Competition

September’s Competition 230 (‘Cou-
plets’ — an alphabetical crossword)
was not easy and a third of the entries
were incorrect. Answers to the clues
were: Across — 1 Yeoman stock 9 On
horse 10 Perdu 11 Kill 12 Ursa 13 Set
15 Apnoea 16 Flexes 19 Gib 21 Draw
22 Wage 24 Relic 25 Iron tip 26 Holy
terrors; Down — 2 Echelon 3 Mars 4
No ears 5 Top sails 6 Corps 7 Look
daggers 8 Quite sleepy 14 Jet decoy
17 X factor 18 Valise 20 Bilbo 23
Zoar.
Prizewinners:
1 P C Bowden, 509 Upper Elmers
End Road, Beckenham, Kent.
2 G A Gladman, 33 Victoria Road,
Harborne, Birmingham.
3 P S Day, 12 The Grove, Norwich.
4 C V Halden, Douglas, Scous
Way, West Chinnock, Crewkerne,
Somerset.

5Miss | H Jones, 11 Meadow
Close, Harden, Bingley, West
Yorkshire.

6 T ] Blad, Bridles Cottage, Blox-
worth, Wareham, Dorset.

7 Sgt H A Lovegrove RAOC, MS/A
Branch, HQLF Cyprus, BFPO
53

8 Maj R G Reed, Isington Farm-

house, Alton, Hampshire.
9 Capt B D Stacey, 46 Comd Wksp
REME, BFPO 806.

In this regular feature SOLDIER keeps you up-to-date
on tattoos, open days, exhibitions, at homes, Army dis-
plays and similar occasions on which the public is wel-
_come to see the Army’s men and equipment. Amend-
ments and additions to previous lists are indicated in

bold type.
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JANUARY 1978

21 Scottish Military Collectors Society Militaria fair, Glasgow.

APRIL 1978
15
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First rehearsal, Trooping the Colour, Horse Guards Parade,
27 South Midland Tattoo (27-29 May).

27 Gosport Combined Cadet Tattoo (27-29 May).
Trooping the Colm,hl%u Guards Parade,

27 Second rehearsal,
London.

28 Hove Lions Day (band).
JUNE 1978
3 Troopi
11 H
JULY 1978
7 Carterick
7 Southampton (7
8

the Colour, Horse Guards Parade
ord Steam Rally (11-12 }nne) (band).
23 Aldershot Army Display (23-25

, London.

une).

Dispiag (7-9 July).
8 Basingstoke Tartoo (éfiskﬂﬁy(md)‘

9 Tmmme:mw&mbmoon&mdu, Edin-

burgh.
13 Kent County Show (13-14 (band).
16 R:;al'l‘ougmwm,(&rh dy),l,ongon(lé-m July).

AIUGUS7 1978

Tyneside Summer Exhibition (1-5 August).
2 Colchester ch%m Tattoo (2-5 August).

4 Southsea Show (:

August) (band).

9 Plymouth Services Tartoo (9-12 August).
18 Reading Show (18-19 August) 3

23

SEPTEMBER 1978

Edmbur%h T 25 August-9 September).
27 Quexpo 78, m% (27-28 Ang;st) (band).

1

2 Guildford Town Show (2-3 September) (band).
; (band)

21 Thame Show

23 New Colours, st Battalion, The Royal Highland Fusiliers, Edin-
burgh (provisional). : !
24 Laying up of Old Colours, Ist Battalion, The Royal Highland

Fusiliers, Ayr, and march
25 lst Bamalion, The Royal

10 Mrs P J Farnan, 4 Mount Michael
drive, Belfast.

Reunions

RHA Association (Trowbridge
Branch). Annual reunion dinner,
New Civic Hall, Trowbridge, Wilts,
Saturday 18 March 1978. Ladies wel-
come. Details will be circulated to all
known members by 20 January. Any
member who does not receive a cir-
cular and wishes to attend should
contact WO2 (RQMS) T J S Carter, 5
Dean Close, Melksham, Wiles (tel
home 0225-708223, office 0225-
810342 ext 61).

o

How observant
are you?

(see page 12)

The two pictures differ in the following
respects: 1 Left window of coach be-
tween soldiers. 2 Black band on signal
arm. 3 Sleeper in front of locomotive. 4
Door of house at bottom left. 5 Number
of switches in fromt of right soldier. 6
Steering wheel of model lorry. 7 Left
soldier’s collar behind neck. 8 Tail of
model aircraft. 9 Bottom step of build-
ing in front of lorry. 10 Nail of left
soldier’s forefinger.
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CAREER
theclues

NORIHUMBRIA
POLICE

Clue 1 Experience has shown that the

training and experience you can claim

can lead to quick promotion and a fine,
worthwhile career. Clue 2. You can enjoy

a regular home life in a job where you

won’t feel like a fish out of water.

Clue 3. Northumbria Police needs you. g
So if you're under 40 or slightly more in
certain instances, and at least 172¢cm v
(5°8") tall, 162cm (5'4") for women it .
could be just what you need. Start at

£2530 a year plus up to £736 married v
rent allowance or free housing, and free
uniform. Good pension too. Send for

details to

Recruitment, Northumbria Police,
Freepost, Ashington, NE63 8BR.
(No postage stamp needed).

Name
Address

Save big money
taking your car across
the North Sea.

Asa Serviceman, service dependant or attached
civilian, you could qualify to ferry your car over the
North Sea and back at special low cost! Thisis a special
military concession on top of normal off-peak
reductions-itapplies whether you are crossing the
North Sea for a posting or just on leave.

North Sea Ferries operate an efficient drive-
aboard service every night from Hull to Rotterdam
(Europoort) and Zeebrugge-and back. You geta good
night's sleep and fare includes 5-course dinner
and English breakfast. There are bars, lounges,
duty-free shops, juke-box-even colour TV. And big new
Jumbo Ferries give extra comfort and elbow room
onthe Rotterdam route.

So drive aboard North Sea Ferries for an easy
passage at privileged rates.

Remember: North Sea Ferries sail between Hull-
Rotterdam, (Europoort) and Hull-Zeebrugge
over night, every night, in hotel comfort.

Details from: North Sea Ferries Ltd., Dept
King George Dock, Hull, HU9 5QA, Yorkshire, or PO. Box
1476, Rotterdam, Holland, or your local agent.

~ NORTH SEA FERRIES

Special forces concession
now also applies to UK-based servicemen and
their dependants.
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THE AIRBORNE
FORCES MUSEUM

ONE OF THE MOST modern and best
equipped in the British Army, this museum
outlines the development of the Airborne
Forces from their inception in 1940 to the
present day.

By way of introduction there is a com-
prehensive display of model aircraft which
have played a part in British airborne history
— troop-carrying gliders like the Horsa and
giant Hamilcar and a wide range of planes
including such veterans as the Hastings,
Beverley, Lysander and ubiquitous Dakota.
Nearby is the famous red beret worn by
Field-Marshal Montgomery, Colonel Com-
mandant of The Parachute Regiment from
1944 to 1956, which he presented to the
museum when he opened it in March 1969.

A freefall display case with medals and
team trophies stands alongside tactical
freefall clothing and equipment. Reminders
of two splendid feats of endurance are a pair
of oars used by Captain John Ridgway and
Sergeant Chay Blyth in their.epic 3000-mile
row across the Atlantic in 1966, and photo-
graphs of Flight-Sergeant Pat Maloney RAF
and Sergeant Mervyn Evans, Army Physical
Training Corps, on their 3000-mile walk
across the United States in 1960.

Set out in the main exhibition hall are the
original briefing models used by Lord Louis
Mountbatten for the Bruneval raid, the first
successful allied combined operation of
World War Two. There too is a diorama of
the Merville battery action by 9th Battalion,
The Parachute Regiment, on D-Day, 6 June
1944, and the briefing model for the Pegasus
Bridge operation showing the exact positions
of glider landings.

Other original briefing models indicate
the dropping zones for the Normandy land-
ing and Rhine crossing, the largest allied
airborne operation of the war.

Arnhem is recalled by a clever reconstruc-
tion of two-machine-gunners covering the
bridge from an upper room in a nearby
house, and the Arnhem gun, a 75mm pack-
howitzer, recovered from the bartlefield
seven years later.

Here too can be seen a lightweight bicycle
as used in Normandy on D-Day with shrap-
nel still lodged in its frame, the prototype of
a folding model, a collapsible wheel
stretcher and a folding motorcycle in perfect
working order. The complete equipment of
an airborne soldier down to silk map, anti-
lice powder, emergency rations, waterproof
matches and miniature compass is another
feature.

Lieutenant-General ‘Boy’ Browning, the
‘father’ of the Airborne Forces, is remem-

_bered by a number of personal objects —
headgear, Standard and uniforms including
a Royal Flying Corps style experimental

jacket of which only six were made, and
three revolvers.

A Special Air Service case shows para-
chuting egipment and another demonstrates
how a parachute works from the moment of
leaving an aircraft to touchdown. A group of
Polish souvenirs dominated by a Standard
surmounted by a massive eagle includes the
rare Polish jump badge, an officer’s uniform
and a flag presented to the Polish Parachute
Brigade by Ist Airborne Division.

Of the Airborne Forces’ six Victoria
Crosses, only that won by Captain Lionel
Queripel, of 10th Battalion, The Parachute
Regiment, is on show. It is part of the
remarkable Queripel medal bequest com-
prising groups won by Captain Queripel
himself, his father, grandfather, great-
grandfather and uncle.

A fine display of German airborne
weapons and equipment is highlighted by a
presentation sword inscribed ‘Reichs-
marshal Herman Goering’ which he pre-
sented to a senior German officer for dis-
tinguished service. Noteworthy among other
German relics are the key to the Berlin
bunker in which Hitler committed suicide,
medals, badges and insignia, and the pride
of any Germany military band, a magnificent
Schellenbaum hung with yak hair.

Other notable exhibits are a Jeep crated
for parachuting, the nose of a Horsa glider, a
collection of airborne insignia and wings, the
original signal signed by General Alexander
giving the Paras their nickname of ‘Red
Devils,” and the sealed pattern of the air-
borne smock and cap badge.

A small collection of medals with some
good groups and a varied display of British
and foreign firearms are in a separate room
which also doubles as a cinema. A third
room concentrates on post-war exhibits,

John Jesse

Curator: Major H M McRitchie

Custodian: Mr Tom Fitch

Address: Airborne Forces Museum
Parachute Regiment and Airborne
Forces HQ
Browning Barracks
Aldershot

Open: Monday to Friday 0900 to 1230
and 1400 to 1700; Saturday 0930 to
1230 and 1400 to 1700; Sunday
1000 to 1230 and 1400 to 1630

Closed: Christmas Day

Admission: Adults 10p, Children (under 14)
3p, serving and ex-members Air-
borne Forces 5p

For sale: Postcards and souvenirs

How to get

there: Bus from Aldershot bus station

Next month: The Gurkha Museum

UK ATOMIC ENERGY
AUTHORITY CONSTABULARY

We have vacancies for

CONSTABLES

AT ESTABLISHMENTS IN
England & Scotland

Age normally: 19 to 35 years*

Minimum Height: 5 7" (men)
54" (women)

Pay Scale: £2570-£3645 pa

Opportunity for Overtime

Good promotion prospects

Free Housing or Rent Allowance '

40 Hour Week

Contributory Pension Scheme

*(applicants over this age with
recent service in HM Forces may
be accepted at the Chief
Constable's discretion.)

For further information write to:
The Chief Constable
UKAEA Constabulary
Building 1
AERE Harwell
Didcot, Oxon OX11 ORA

PROTECT
your copies

Are you a collector?

Then you need SOLDIER
Easibinders

® red leathercloth spine
® matching ‘milskin’ cover
@ magazine title in gold
® twelve wire rods
® volume number panel
® pages open flat
£1.85 (ux), £1.75 @rro), £1.75
(elsewhere)

(all including postage/packing)
(UK cheque, UK postal order or interna-
tional money order)

Binders (18), SOLDIER, Ordnance
Road, Aldershot, Hants, GU11 2DU




RESETTLEMENT ? Contact us...

for your Second Career

<

o 3 -\‘K
"" \ AGE: You can join up to age 40 with previous

*’ military service.

i
® HEIGHT: Men — 172 cm. Women — 162 cm.

PAY: £2,520 rising (as at Nov. 1977  + 10%).

HOUSING: Free housing or rent allowance (up to
£19.86 per week!) if you live in your
own accommodation.

PROMOTION:
] aim for promotion and specialisation
: after the first two years.

Prospects open for evervone. You can

AND WRITE FOR FURTHER DETAILS
YOU WON'T REGRET IT!

Please send me more information about a Police career,

: I Nl Aitdreiie: " Lol Al e SR ELGTEN S s e i To: Mr. P. J. MATTHEWS, OBE, QPM,
I Z E ; e PN oA l CHIEF CONSTABLE OF SURREY.
R o 17 O OO COOR FREE POST (5), GUILDFORD.

N R A I S e At No Postage Required.

INVICTA EXPORT

A New Name to Remember

INVICTA EXPORT is part of the Ramsgate Division of Invicta Motors Ltd, the largest

Ford Main Dealers in East Kent. Being associated with Ford for over 50 years-nobody
is better qualified to give you help and guidance in

choosing your new Ford.

Why you should contact
INVICTA for your New

Tax-free car

% Situated conveniently on the South - east coast, 5 minutes from
Pegwell Bay Hoverport and 40 minutes from Dover.

% Generous Discounts % No Hidden Charges
K Part Exchanges welcome, % Selection of Guaranteed Used Cars available.

Return the coupon for free Information Pack to: Invicta Motors Ltd.. Boundary Road,
Ramsgate, Kent. Telephone Thanet 57931, Telex: 96331.

Tick items of main interest
O FORD FIESTA O FORD ESCORT A -
O FORD CAPR/ O FORD GRANADA r ,/
O FORD CORTINA O USED CARS »
O NEW MOTORCYCLES ¢
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MILITARY MODELS

| BURMESE BATTLEFIELD

THE RISING SUN reached its zenith and
then began to set. During the twilight of
World War Two the Japanese fought with
desperation. In the Pacific, kamikaze planes
hurtled out of the sky on to the decks of
battleships; in the Burmese jungle their
infantrymen leapt on to M3 Lee tanks,
thrusting swords through vision slits.

A dramatic diorama of a Burmese
battlefield can be reproduced with three new
plastic kits from Airfix. They are of the M3
Lee at £2.40, Japanese infantry at 75 pence a
pack and a jungle outpost at £1.05.

The M3 Lee is in 1:32nd scale with
detailing right down to the rivets. There are
several working features such as movable
tracks, opening hatches, traversing turret
and elevating guns. The 184 parts even
include accessories like a wrench, axe, jer-
ricans and spare track links. The kit comes
complete with transfer decals for British and
US Army units.

The infantrymen are also 1:32nd scale in
the multi-pose series. There is a selection of
heads, torsos, limbs and weapons which can
be made up into six figures in a variety of

action poses, for example an officer wielding
a samurai sword, non-commissioned officer
firing a machine-gun and soldier running
with a fixed bayonet.

The jungle outpost is in the somewhat
smaller HO/OO scale but it can be set in the
background to add perspective to the
diorama. There are parts for a native long-
house on stilts, fuel dump, sandbags,
bicycles, pack mules and two Japanese sol-
diers. HH

.

VAUXHALL

WHY WE ARE BETTER FOR VAUXHALL

1. WE ARE MAIN DEALERS FOR VAUXHALL. 4. WE USE NAAF!I HIRE PURCHASE SCHEMES.
So we do know about them - we don’t just obtain We don’t know of a competitive commercial plan
them from a local dealer and then pretend we that offers so much. Your own organisation really
know all about them. See our specification pack does give you a better deal.

|
|
|
|
|
u
:
|
1
i
|
i
|
1
I and you’ll know what we mean.

1 5. CUSTOMERS LIKE OUR SERVICE.

| 2.WE ARE EXPERIENCED EXPORTERS. We are always thinking of ways to improve our
I We handle exports for the Diplomatic Service, service. We race Vauxhall ourselves, we fit fuel
i \f;rellgn emgasglgflas \gell as British servicemen. economy systems, we prepare comprehensivg

i € know the drill and can save you time and spares kits (in Egypt that's important), we air-
i bother. freight willingly to our customers. We are

: 3. OUR PRICES ARE COMPETITIVE always learning something new and putting
I

1

i

|

i

1

1

|

1

|

|

|

|

¢

B

s

i

They should be, we deal direct with Vauxhall it into use for our customer’s benefit, maybe
Motors. So you can benefit. that's why they like our service.

Send for our Vauxhall Specification pack. It is easy to complete. It doesn’t commit you
to anything but assists you in making up your own mind about the car you want, the
specification to suit you and how much it will cost. It includes H.P. and insurance too.

HAMILTON MOTORS (LONDON) LIMITED,
488-490 EDGWARE ROAD,LONDON W2 1EL. Tel. 01 723 0022

Please send me your Vauxhall Specification pack.

......................................................................................................................................................

L
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Pilots and Engineers for

major new helicopter
fleet

With oil discovered under the North Sea, exploration goes on but production is now the priority — production
that could put Britain's balance of payments into the black by 1980. Naturally enough, as U.K.’s fastest
expanding offshore helicopter operator, we are totally involved in production from the waters offshore the
U.K. We're where the action is and we have an increasingly important role in helping the Oil Companies get the
oil offshore. We therefore have a vital responsibility to provide the oil men with the best possible service — a
responsibility all our staff must live up to.

Already we operate a large fleet of eleven Bolkow 105D and Sikorsky S58T twin engined helicopters in the U.K.
and are now adding nine larger, fast cruise, high performance helicopters from Sikorsky (the S76) and

Aerospatiale (the SA 365) — the very latest products of advanced technology to be the finest offshore support
fleet operating anywhere in the world.

The best helicopters deserve the best pilots and engineers — and vice versa. So we are increasing our
professional team of helicopter pilots and engineers to support these new aircraft and would like to hear from
experienced helicopter pilots and engineers who are shortly to leave the Services and who will be keen to join
us in supporting oil companies in their drive for oil production.

For the best pilots and engineers, the best conditions. Commanding or maintaining our modern new aircraft
will be rewarding in every way and our fleet salary scales are the very best in the industry. Also of course we
operate an excellent pension scheme and cover all our pilots under our Personal Accident and Loss of Licence
Policies. Additionally we pay area and offshore allowances and we allocate company cars to managing pilots

and engineers. It is a very attractive “‘package” indeed — and with our rapid development we are on the
lookout for future managers.

If you wish to be considered for — or like to discuss — one of these exceptionally rewarding positions and
make a top career with the United Kingdom'’s fast developing offshore operator flying the most advanced
equipment, please write or telephone (if you are a pilot) Captain John Ramsdale or (if you are an engineer) Vic
King at Bourn, and they will be pleased to arrange a meeting.

MANAGEMENT
AVIATION

I.IMITED BOURN AIRFIELD - BOURN - CAMBRIDGESHIRE

Telephone: Madingley (09542) 765. Telex 817237
(Parent Company of North Scottish Helicopters, Peterhead, Aberdeen)




‘Big Band Sounds’ from the Royal Artillery
Mounted Band (Director of Music: Captain T A
Kenny) (EMI NTS 131)

Without over-use of ‘the electricals’ Captain Terry
Kenny succeeds in his aim of making a normal
military band sound anything but a normal milit-
ary band. A very legitimate aim too, for the
so-called standard repertory had just about had it
by the time electric guitars, organs and whatnots
came into popular use.

By the 1950s and early 60s the public wanted
only the lighter and more tuneful of the pre-war
repertory items. Gone were the days when a
concert audience would listen to (or bands could
play) movements from the symphonies, sym-
phonic poems, rhapsodies other than the hack-
neyed, or any other work of serious intent. They
could now hear the serious repertoire, played by
fine orchestras, on their transistors in their bath or
in the middle of a field if they wanted to.

from :
The Royal Artille :

Pirechor of Music-Copl TA Rerry ARCM, pran RA

All this meant that the normal repertory was
reduced to about three hundred ‘acceptable’
items, of which about a hundred were for the
better bands only. For a good ten years you could
hear the same programmes day after day in
Eastbourne, Bournemouth and all stations north.
Something had to be done, and it is thanks to

. people like Terry Kenny, and to those who started

the trend by putting pen to paper in the 1960s,
that military bands have a wholly new repertoire
of up-to-date, popular and (most important) good
quality light music available. For everyone's
benefit I trust that the best of the warhorses will
survive, for if a band is unable to perform a
standard classic then it is failing in the traditional

versatility expected of a British Army band.
Sermon over, so here is this big band pro-
gramme, with ‘Brass Buttons’ (Mantovani),
‘Souvenir de Montmartre’ (Reynolds), ‘Dog-
house’ (Harrison), ‘Regency Rumba’ (Reynolds),
‘I Love You and Don’t You Forget It’ (Mancini),
‘Chubby Chuba’ (Payne), ‘Harlem Nocturne’
(Hogan), ‘Swaggie’ (Whittaker), ‘Auchtermuchty
Gala’ (Jimmy Shand), and five items either com-
posed or arranged by Captain Kenny: ‘Zapateado’
(Sarasate), ‘Trumpets Trocadero,’ ‘Serenade for a
Gondolier,” ‘Yes, We Have No Bananas’ (Cohn,
Silver) and ‘Sonatina for Mandolin’ (Beethoven).
RB

‘The Scottish Division presents a Musical Tri-
bute for the Jubilee Year, by the Pipes and
Drums and Regimental Bands of The Scottish
Division (EMI Waverley SZLP 2152)

Here I am, half out of my depth again but,
working daily with a King’s Own Scottish Bor-
derer and with the Queen’s Piper on my doorstep,
I do not lack for advice. This tribute for Jubilee
Year is the result of a combined Retreat beating in
Holyrood Park in the presence of Her Majesty and
the seven regiments represented are The Royal
Scots, The Royal Highland Fusiliers, The King's
Own Scottish Borderers, The Black Warch,
Queen’s Own Highlanders, The Gordon High-
landers and The Argyll and Sutherland High-
landers.

While the military bands play as a massed band
in five marches and a march medley, the pipes and
drums of each regiment play individually with
bands and pipes and drums massing for the
‘March of the Scottish Division’ and the final
medley of ‘Mist Covered Mountains,” ‘Within
Mile o’ Edinburgh Toon,’ ‘Thistle of Scotland’
and ‘Rowan Tree.’

The military bands play ‘Moray Firth® (Mc-
Kenzie), ‘Holyrood March’ (Alford), a medley
‘Marching with Scotland’ and, on side two,
‘Dunedin’ (Alford), ‘Pride of Princess Street’
(Howe) and ‘Mechanised Infantry’ (McBain). The
pipe tunes are less hackneyed than usual and
include several new to me. RB

= The Scottish Divison

presents

" A MUSICAL

Pipe music on this record: Hi Ho Hiram, The
Wee Man from Uist, The Braes o’ Mar, Ca’ The
Yowes, Lt-Col ] Neish, (all played by the Gordon
Highlanders); The Waters of Kylesku and The
Victory Polkas (Queens Own Highlanders); Fond
Farewell, Jean Hastie, The Glasgow Police Pipers
and The 42nd (Black Watch); The 8th Argylls’
Farewell to the 116th Régiment de Ligne,
Dainahassaig, Sleepy Maggie, Bobs from Bal-
moral and The Blackthorn Stick (Argyll and
Sutherland Highlanders); McKenzie Highlanders
March, The 10th HLI Crossing the Rhine, Cork
Hill and Castle Dangerous (Royal Highland
Fusiliers); My Land, Paddy McGinty’s Goat, Lt
McGuire’s Jig, Campbeltown Kiltie Ball, The
Country Girl and the Hungarian Fiddler and Blue
Bonnets O’er the Border (King’s Own Scottish
Borderers); The Muir of Ord, The Piper’s Waltz,
Buckled Fingers and The Irish Washerwoman
(Royal Scots).

‘Glasgow and Strathclyde Universities Officers
Training Corps Pipe.Band’ (Pipe-Major : Ian
g}dgszs)) (Drum-Major: David Scott) (Lismor LILP
And here are another 43 tunes, this time emi-
nently suitable for use at parties as well as pure
listening. Perhaps ‘pure’ is questionable since two
of the medleys are of pipes with piano, bass and
accordion accompaniment. Purists, for all I know,
have already accepted such a combination as
inevitable considering their surrender on almost
every other front, so we can expect pipes and
electric guitars fairly soon, and haggis and mushy
peas on highland menus.

This band, well-known in Scottish competitive
circles and winner of many prizes, divides its
programme into groups of 4/4 marches, 6/8
marches, the attractive 9/8 marches, strathspeys,
reels and so on, giving you ample time to get
warmed up in each tempo. The piano, bass and
accordion appear in a Scottish waltz medley and
an old-tyme waltz medley, and I must say the
ensemble offends me not a bit. Some of the
harmony was ill-chosen but you have a problem-
and-a-half when accompanying pipes with
instruments of fixed tuning. RB

Music on this record: Pride of Scotland (slow air);
Meeting of the Waters, Rowan Tree, Caller Her-
rin’, Scotland the Brave (4/4 marches); My Home,
Liverpool Hornpipe, Cork Hill (slow march,
hornpipe and jig); Bonnie Gallowa’, Rothesay
Bay, Westering Home, Skye Boat Song (Scottish
waltz medley); I Am a Young Man, Muckin’ o’
Geordie’s Byre, Cock o’ the North, Bonnie Dun-
dee (6/8 Marches); Rose Among the Heather, The
Smith’s a Gallant Fireman, Circassian Circle,
Petronella, Paddy Whack, Connaught Man’s
Rambles (strathspeys, reels and jigs); Drummers’
Salute; Alex F Ibell, Kirkhill, Mrs Lily Christie
(6/8 marches); Loch Leven Castle, Skye Gather-
ing, Road to the Isles (slow marches); Sweet Rosie
O’Grady, Little Annie Rooney, Two Lovely
Black Eyes, Daisy. Belle, I’ll Be Your Sweetheart
(old-tyme waltz medley); The Banks of Allan
Water, Dr Ben Jenkins, Shoals of Herring (retreat
marches); . 25th KOSB’s Farewell to Meirut,
Highland Harry, Lexie Macaskill (march, strath-
spey and reel); Archie MacKinley, Battle of the
Somme, Heights of Dargai (9/8 marches).

‘On the Beat’ with the Band of the Metropolitan *
Police (Director of Music and Conductor: Major
W Williams) (Polydor Select 2460 270) (Cassette
3170 450)

This will probably be Major Billy William’s last
record with the band before his retirement, and a
good one it is, if very much ‘on the beat’ in both
senses. Apart from the two marches, William
Rimmer’s ‘Punchinello’ and W V Richard’s
‘Namur,’ the programme is very lightweight.
‘Punchinello’ is of course a brass band march
originally. Perhaps it is too soon to blow the full
gaff on the origins of ‘Namur’ although it all
happened nearly 70 years ago now. Suffice it to
say that those in the know call it Kenneth Alford’s
18th march. More likely his first!

Those who know the band from its appearances
at the seaside will have heard the vocalist, Alex-
ander Morgan. Here he is in good voice with, as
always, other people’s pops. ‘Delilah,” ‘Amazing
Grace,” and ‘My Way’ are not quite right for his
tonal qualities; I would have thought songs that
are less of the blockbuster type would suit him
better.

‘Singa-Songa-London’ is a pleasant little med-
ley of Cockney tunes for the band alone, and there
are two items from the Andrew Lloyd-
Webber/Tim Rice stable with ‘Jesus Christ Super-
star’ and ‘Don’t Cry for Me, Argentina.’ The
clarinets are featured in ‘“Woodpeckers Three,’
three arrangers have fun with Baa Baa Black
Sheep in ‘Arrangers Holiday,” and the Jubilee is
given an odd mention with ‘Ring Out the Bells of
Jubilee,” a very tame little tango. Surely they got
the tapes mixed?

So move along there, Major Billy Williams. A
fine last effort. Now you can get your boots off,
your feet up, and have a good rest, boyo. RB
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QUEEN’"
“HUSSARS

On the

AFGHAN °

TRAIL

TOLL-EXACTING TRIBESMEN, flash
floods, deserts, mountain passes and searing
heat were just some of the hazards experi-
enced by a ten-man team from The Queen’s
Royal Irish Hussars in an epic 13,000-mile
journey by Land-Rover to Afghanistan.

The two officers and eight soldiers were
taking part in a seven-week exercise which
combined adventurous training with reliving
regimental history. For they were able to
retrace the steps of their ancestors, the 4th
Light Dragoons, during the First Afghani-
stan War of 1839.

The three long-wheelbase Land-Rovers
were painted in the regimental colours of
green, blue and yellow and were serviced
and modified for the anticipated heat. Each
vehicle had canvas beds with mosquito nets
and sufficient petrol to enable 1200 miles to
be covered without refilling. The team also
took medical supplies, water purification kit
and tinned and dehydrated food for con-
sumption once they were out of Europe.

After leaving the regiment’s headquarters
in Germany, the expedition passed through

Top: Mountain crags loom above the Khyber
Pass and scree slopes threaten the highway.

Left: The three expedition Land-Rovers stopped
to pose for the camera in a lonely Afghan pass.

Below: A torrential downpour flooded a plain in
Pakistan making an extra hazard for drivers.

Austria, Yugoslavia, Greece, Turkey and
Iran before reaching the Afghan border.
Here there was a one-day hold-up — appar-
ently only a short delay by local standards.

Expedition leader Lieutenant Charles
Weston-Baker describes the next part of the
journey: “The roads in Afghanistan have
tolls, which are controlled by the tribesmen
of the neighbourhood. This modern equi-
valent of allowing them to continue their
ancient custom of robbing all travellers
amused us greatly.”

After driving through hot, lifeless deserts
to Kandahar along the ‘trail,’ the expedition
arrived in Kabul after 14 days of hard
driving. They entered the city along the

Above: A Kabul antique dealer with British and
Afghan weapons — relics of the Afghan wars.

same route as the Army of the Indus nearly
140 years before.

They found Kabul a busy modern city
surrounded by a circle of barren hills. The
soldiers stayed at the Inter-Continental
Hotel — camping in the car park!

There followed a sightseeing tour includ-
ing the house where the political officer was
murdered, the British cantonments and
along the route of the retreating British force
(the 4th Light Dragoons fortunately missed
this débacle, having left earlier).

On the return journey the 1977 British

soldiers decided to go through the deserts of
Western Pakistan. The drive to Quetta was
hazardous as they encountered heavy rain in
the desert — which turned dirt roads into
quagmires. Many vehicles had become
bogged down and one truck had overturned
in a ford. Staff-Sergeant James Roxborough
used his flair to organise the locals and the
truck was removed.

At Quetta the Hussars were entertained
by the Pakistani Army and accommodated
by two British majors attending the Staff
College there. This gave time for research
into the First Afghan War as well as such
diversions as watching a polo match.

Then it was back over the same route as
the outward journey. The return journey
ended on an anti-climax. One vehicle had a
seized gearbox in Austria and a Land-Rover
trailer picked up a puncture — just as the
expedition entered Paderborn!

Said a pleased Lieutenant Weston-Baker:
“The aim of the expedition had been
achieved, all the members had a chance to
see areas new to them, and regimental his-
tory had been relived.”

The expedition was led by
Lieutenant Charles Weston-Baker.
Other members were Lieutenant
James Hurst, Staff-Sergeant
James Roxborough (Royal Elec-
trical and Mechanical Engineers),
Sergeant Alan Kells, Corporals
Colin Cowper, Nigel Briggs,
Richard ‘Ginger’ McCartney and
David Hadfield and Troopers Pat-
rick Boyle and Jonathan
Schofield.

information.

Stride into a better future
with the Northern Ireland
~ PrisonService

Joinusinthe

Northern Ireland Prison Service
andenjoythecomradeshp ® €

and teamwork youare used to

in the services-the money

S good too!

Immediately on joining you can be earning over £4000 a year. As an
ex-serviceman you possess all the qualities that go towards making a first
class Prison Officer. So if you are in good health, . _
between 21 and 45, 5’ 7" or over, fill in and post EEEEEEEEE 7

the coupon and we will send you further

)
-

To Prison Staffing Officer, Dundonald House,
Upper Newtownards Road, Belfast BT4 3SU.
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A FIRST CLASS TRAINING FOR
EX-SERVICE MEN & WOMEN IN

SERVICE STATION
MANAGEMENT

BMTOP SALARY @ GENEROUS BONUSES W PENSION SCHEME | PROMOTION
PROSPECTS B PLUS OTHER FRINGE BENEFITS ll COMPANY CAR (if you work
in London or the Home Counties after 6 months as a Manager)

HERON is young. It's growing fast. It's well established and already sets the pace
other petrol retailers must follow.

With 170 service stations in operation and a further hundred planned, we are looking
for ambitious determined men and women, aged 21-40. Education and previous
experience do not matter.

For asecure job in your area, with a good future, ring or write to :

Training Manager, (Dept SOL)

HERON SERVICE STATIONS LIMITED

Training Centre, 163/175 Shoreditch High Street, Shoreditch, London E1 6HU. Tel: 01-729 2321

f BUY BRITISH | ‘
CHRYSLER. BRITISH LEYLAND. FORD.
VAUXHALL For full details of how to get your new

ALPINE AL[_BR’TISH z»;;s):};;cl?sr, fill in the coupon below and
ALLEGRO '
AVENGER - CHRYSLER TODAY
CORTINA PR TRY US FOR
ESCORT Allow substantial savings against U.K. il s 3 PRICE
GRANADA retail prices. FORD SERVICE
CHEVETTE Our prices are competitive and COST CUTTING
TRIUMPH challenging. VAUXHALL COURTESY
Selective stocks to draw from. WE BRLEE
Up to 4 years to pay—from 10% deposit. IN BRITAIN J
Car part exchange—Car Radios—Stereo. ’ T EETE —

YOU'VE JOINED “THE PROFESSIONALS"
SO BUY FROM ““THE PROFESSIONALS"
FOR YOUR PERSONAL EXPORT.

I. W. V. HILL, Winkworth Motors (Som) Ltd.

For rvice: contact ;
or personal se " Please send details

I W V H I LL I Name . 5o o b S et et Rarle Avionat i
5 y 5 x ' Addrass ., .ol S N R S I
Winkworth Motors (Som) Ltd.,, ©or X ;
3 Northern Region Office, g @ " ' r @ rsrrerrretireniiaaiiaaraaataaatasasans
Head Office, P.O. Box 98, P.O. Box 4, I'gairn, o | am interested in . 0l ia s o ek cr iy
London, SW1V 3PU. IV12 4HN Scotland. :
Tel. No. 01-821 0021. Tel. No. 0667-54230 for USB AN . i sttt it et Country

Have you a part exchange [ Yes [] No
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STRAIGHT from the psychiatrist’s couch
comes this test in association of ideas.
SOLDIER wants to know what these num-
bers mean to you. For example the number
3 may suggest the three witches from ‘Mac-
beth,” Goldilocks and the three bears, the
Three Wise Men, Three Kings of Orient,
three brass monkeys, Old King Cole’s
fiddlers three, the Three Musketers or
Three Blind Mice.

Although in some cases there are obvi-
ously several associations, as with number 7,
only one answer for each number is required.
Any acceptable answer will be accepted! If
you cannot find an association for each
number, send your entry in just the same —
prizewinners will be drawn from all-correct
dnswers or from those with the highest total
of acceptable solutions.

2240

190
6 and 26

\6 3. 142

A9t
MCMLXXVIII
52 40

FIVE-(0

Send your list, with the ‘Competition
234 label from this page, and your name
and address, to:

Editor

SOLDIER (Comp 234)
Ordnance Road
ALDERSHOT

Hants

GU11 2DU.

This competition is open to all readers at
home and overseas and closing date is Mon-
day 13 March. The answers and winners’
names will appear in the May SOLDIER.
More than one entry can be submitted but
each must be accompanied by a ‘Com-
petition 234’ label. Entries using OHMS
envelopes or official prepaid labels will be
disqualified.

L T N Y

COMPETITION 234

Prizes

1. £10

- e L

34 3

56 SOLDIER
free for six months
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YOUR SERVICES
BACKGROUND
IS JUST WHAT
ERE
LOOKING FOR.

We've a secure, satisfying, challenging career
waiting for you with Securicor, Britain's largest and
fastest-growing security organization.

Your Service background is just what we're
looking for. And because we've got branches in
towns throughout Britain, chances are there may
be a vacancy in the town you choose to settle in.

You'll be part of a great team earning good
money, paid in full even during your training period.

There's afree uniform, sick pay, pension and
insurance schemes, opportunities for advancement
(we always promote from within) but above all - job-~
security. Write to Securicor, Vigilant House, Room 203,
24-30Gillingham Street, London SWIV 1HZ.

(Tel: 01-834 5411) or if you're stationed in Britain see
Yellow Pages for your nearest branch. And when you
write, please let us know the town or area you are
likely to finally reside. We want to hear from you.

SECURICOR
A JOB WITH SECURITY.

EXPORT CAR
/_AUDI | FORD / B.L.M.C. |

FIAT |

YOU SAVE MONEY. Apart from the substantial savings of tax f.ree

purchase, you can BUSINESSMEN‘ Six months use in U.K. 8 minimum of one year overseas and two
be sure of keen prices and fair part exchange from Walton Lodge years on return to U.K. will escape VAT and tax.
U.K. EMIGRANT. May purchase a new car at our concessional prices, with use in U.K. PART EXCHANGE. Any vehicle accepted in part exchange. Qutstanding HP Payments
for 6 months when it must then be exported settled without fuss and bother.
H.M. FORCES. May obtain an additional saving on most models. [ == == = = e e — e e - — o — — — — -
| am interested in the following cars
| North American-European spec.Tax FreeHome/Used
WALTON LODGE GARAGES LTD. | NARE o vt Do R D S a  EE E
Bridge Street, Walton-on-Thames, Surrey. | ADDRESS ......L...., ootk i R N T
WOT. Q881 . - e R e e N
= L

36



‘Great Storiés of the Victornia Cross’ {Sir
Fohn Smyth)

Tales of the brave, involving courage,
devotion to duty and sacrifice for
comrades, will always be read and
re-read, told and re-told. The Vic-
toria Cross, so sparsely awarded,
pinpoints the greatest of heroes and is
usually associated with dramatic
actions that grip the reader and stir
the imagination. Sir John Smyth,
who won the VC in France in 1915,
founded the Victoria Cross Associ-
ation and has taken part in every VC
(and VC and GC) reunion since 1920,
has known personally many of these
courageous men.

In this book he has assembled 32
great stories, Some concerning more
than one man, and now presents
them as a cross-section of the 1351
VCs awarded. They cover all three
Services from the Charge of the Light
Brigade in 1854, through ‘minor’
affrays and the two world wars to
Burma in 1945.

Chapter headings, which them-
selves tell a story, include The Tak-
ing of the Taku Forts, Three Father
and Son VCs, Gallipoli 1915, Three
Famous Fighter Pilots, Commander
Campbell of the Q Ships, Five Padre
VCs, The Model Battle of Hamel,
The Sinking of HMS Glowworm,
Three VCs and Bars, The Dam Bus-
ters, Three Great Submariners —
and many more.

Arthur Barker Ltd, 11 St Fohn's Hill,
London SW11I, £4.95 GRH

Making good

‘For MDSI Conspicuous Bravery™

(Reginald H Roy)

A tall young Englishman was one of a
group of migrants who reached
Canada from London in 1906. He
was 18, alone, and hoping to become
a successful farmer. What George
Pearkes did accomplish, after first
enlisting as a constable in the Royal
North West Mounted Police, is the
subject of this engrossing biography.

For Most
Conspicuous
Bravery

Sirjohn Smyh

., THE
Victoria
Cross

As one of Canada’s most 2nergetic
and courageous adopted sons he sol-
diered through two world wars, gain-
ing promotion from the ranks to rise
eventually to major-general. After
retiring in 1945, after a disagreement
about policy, he became a member of
the Canadian Parliament and 12 years
later was appointed Minister of
Defence under Diefenbaker’s pre-
miership and with an immense
department responsible for about
one-third of the national budget.
From 1960 to 1968 he was
Lieutenant-Governor of British Col-
umbia.

His half century of devoted and
energetic service is traced in this very
readable biography which also reveals
a great deal of the Canadian nation’s
character and substance.

“l would have followed him
through Hell!” was the reaction of a
man serving with him at Pass-
chendaele where he won the Victoria
Cross in 1917.

University or British Columbia Press,
2075 Wesbrook Mall, Vancouver, Brit-
ish Columbia V6T IWS5, Canada,
$15.95 GRH

Eight battles

‘Uniforms of the Seven Years War
1756-63" (Fohn Mollo)

Not only were all the major European
powers, except Turkey, involved in
the Seven Years War but it also raged
in North America, the West Indies
between the French and British, and
on the sub-continent of India. In that
wide context John Mollo discusses
eight specific engagements —
Rossbach, Leuthen, Minden,
Kunersdorf, Monongahela, Quebec,
Emsdorff and Warburg.

This tremendously important
period saw the rise of Prussia to
world power status, the estab-
lishment of the British Empire and
the first intervention of Russia in
Central Europe. Each of the eight

selected battles is analysed in detail
and informative chapters on the

armies of Prussia, Britain, France,
Austria, Russia and other forces set
the general scene,

A feature of this instructive book is
the 172 excellent coloured illust-
rations, many of them depicting per-
sonalities like Frederick the Great,
General Baron von Loudon, Graf von
Schaumberg-Lippe, the ‘greatest
artilleryman of his age,” and General
Wolfe.

Blandford Press Ltd, Link House,
West Street, Poole, Dorset, BHIS
1L, £3.25

““Boney” Fuller (Anthony John Try-
thall)

‘Liddell Hart: A Study of his Military
Thought’ (Brian Bond)

Fuller and Liddell Hart were friends
for more than half a century, military
writers, critics of each other’s work,
guinea-pigs for each other’s ideas.

They were two leaders of the mili-
tary prophets who called for mechan-
isation between the two world wars.
They found more disciples abroad
than at home, particularly in Nazi
Germany. Aftera parade of armoured
formations in Berlin early in 1939,
Hitler told Fuller: “I hope you were
pleased with your children.” General
Heinz Guderian, the man responsible
for the Blitzkrieg, freely ack-
nowledged the influence on his think-
ing of Fuller, Hart and Lieutenant-
General Sir Gifford Martel. Much
later, Israeli generals paid handsome
tribute to Hart for the success of his
ideas in their Sinai campaigns.

Major-General | F C Fuller found
peacetime regimental soldiering
“only a pastime” and revelled in a
subaltern’s independent command of
Kaffir scouts in South Africa.

His military reputation was
founded in World War One when he
was the principal originator of the
tactics and organisation of the Tank
Corps, which he was later to fit into
the peacetime Army. His other repu-
tation, for what he called “violent
military Bolshevism,” came in 1920
with the publication of an essay cal-
ling for a fully mechanised Army
with a single Ministry of Defence and
a commander-in-chief to replace the
Army Council.

Sir Basil Liddell Hart was a World
War One volunteer who stayed on in
the Army. He was invalided out in
1924 and four years later produced
his most famous doctrine, the
strategy of indirect approach.

More of a diplomat than Fuller
(who joined the British Fascists),
Hart reached a peak of Whitehall
influence in the thirties when two
War ministers, Duff Cooper and
Hore-Belisha, consulted him fre-
quently, not least on appointments of
senior officers — which did not
endear him to the generals.

Both men spent the war years and
after in journalism and writing books
of military commentary, later con-
centrating on military history,

Brigadier Trythall and Mr Bond
write with admiration and affection
which do not blind them to their
subjects’ faults. Both books are

stimulating and enjoyable.
I Cassell & Co Ltd, 35 Red Lion
Square, London, WCIR 45G, £6.95

2 Cassell, £7.95

RLE

‘Cromwell’ (Roger Howell)
The author seeks to show that this
was no clear-cut case of an ambitious
man seeking dictatorial authority.
Cromwell was apparently in favour of
retaining the monarchy and his basic
political principles were centred
around a democratic parliament.
Here was a man of the people with
God-fearing puritanical principles
who was gradually edged into power,
was eventually offered the kingship,
yet never seemingly aspired to it and
never accepted the ultimate title. He
displayed a genius for success in the

C ROGER HOWELL I]

field and gave the nation the idea and
the beginnings of a national army.
The Commonwealth survived only
two years beyond his death but he
was the man of the hour who believed
he was following God’s will at a crit-
ical moment in Britain's history.
Hutchinson & Co (Publishers) Ltd, 3
Firzroy Square, London, W1 67D,
£4.50 GRH

‘The Prisoners of Voronesh’ (Sergeant
George Newman: Edited by David
Inglesaat
Sergeant George Newman of the 23rd
Regiment (Royal Welch Fusiliers)
was captured at Inkerman and in
captivity for nearly a year, half of
which he spent walking to and from
Voronesh, 550 miles from Sebas-
topol.
When he got back to Britain, he
wrote this account of his adventures
continued over
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Keep

shirt

Everyone wants to win a
fortune. But some methods can
be a bit tricky. And you could
end up losing even more than
your stake money - your shirt.

With Premium Bonds on the
other hand, you never lose your
original stake money. You stand
to win a fortune in every draw,
every week, every month. You
see, there are over 100,000 prizes
worth more than £5 million each
month and every single Bond
has an equal chance of winning.

You can buy Premium
Bonds from your post office or
pay office in multiples of £5.
And with the price of shirts
today, it’s nice to know you'll still
have yours.

PREMIUM BONDS

Issued by the Department for National Savings.

Continued
for the benefit of his half-brother —
and remarkably well-written and
interesting it is. Like many
prisoner-of-war reminiscences, it is
much preoccupied with food. The
detail in which, months after the
event, Sergeant Newman recalls
individual meals emphasises how
large the subject loemed in his life.
In general, the Russians treated
their prisoners well, allowing them a
very reasonable sum of money on
which to keep themselves and a good
deal of freedom to go and spend it.
A pleasant aspect of the story is the
large number of civilians who helped
the prisoners with hospitality,
money, food and influence with
authority. A surprising number were
Britons and French living in Russia,
but there were Russian officers also
anxious to show civility to genuine
prisoners-of-war,
Unwin Bros Ltd and the Trustees,
RWF Museum, £7.80 RLE

Treasure trove

‘The World’s Great Guns’ (Frederick
Wilkinson)

There is a fascination about old
weapons quite apart from the crafts-
manship and the artistry which went
into their creation. The history of
mankind can be traced parallel to
their development from the simple
cannon used in Europe in the early
l4th century to the ‘sophisticated
automatics now available for modern
warfare,

‘Guns’ in this volume refers not to
large guns, cannon or howitzers but
to the musket, rifle, pistol and
today’s automatic rifles and

machine-guns — in other words the
personal weapon used in medieval
and modern warfare, in hunting,
duelling and competition target
shooting.

This book is an artistic joy and a
treasure trove of discoveries with 370
pictures, 120 of them in full colour.
Both novice and expert can gain
knowledge and enjoyment while
examining in detail the progression
and evolution of guns through fam-
ous names such as Brown Bess,
Samuel Colt, Winchester, Enfield
and Maxim.

The author, a master of his sub-
ject, traces and explains the transition
of guns through matchlock, wheel-
lock and flintlock, smooth-bore and
rifled barrels, muzzle-loading and
breech-loading, to the machine-gun
and the automatics, Good value and a
goodly sized production.

Hamlyn Publishing Group Lid,
Astronaur House, Feltham, Middlesex,
£4.95 GRH
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IN BRIEF

‘World War I in the Air’ (M ¥ Smith)
No frills, no anecdotes — just the
barest facts of World War One aero-
planes, the men who flew them and a
detailed catalogue of relevant aviation
literature listing 2035 publications.
This is a ready reference to the
war’s major events in the air and an
informative preface lists ace pilots
including such famous names as
Manfred von Richthofen with 80
‘kills’ and Ernst Udet with 62, Bri-
tain’s Edward Manock (73), Canada’s
William Bishop (72) and the legen-
dary French trio, René Fonck (75),
Georges Guynemer (53) and Charles
Nungesser (45).
Bailey Bros & Swinfen Ltd, Warner
House, Folkestone, Kent, £9.35

‘The Good Book Guide’ (Edited by
Peter Braithwaite and Bing Taylor)
This new quarterly, of particular
appeal to the busy, independently
reviews non-fiction and ‘selects for
the general reader the best from the
30,000 plus new books published
in Britain each year.’

Backing the choice of hardbacks
and paperbacks, from all major pub-
lishers and covering a wide range of
interests, is a direct postal supply
service.

This first issue of the new guide
reviews some 260 books and includes
special sections by Anthony Huxley
and Captain Sir Ranulph
Twisleton-Wykeham-Fiennes Bt, on
gardening and exploration, plus its

editors’ Christmas selection.
Braithwaite & Taylor Ltd, PO Box
28, London, SW11 4BT, annual sub-
scription UK £3.50, overseas £4.50

‘Military Badge Collecting’ (Fohn Gay-
lor)

Now in its second edition, John Gay-
lor’s book on badge collecting is
deservedly popular. Every aspect of
this fascinating hobby is discussed,
from cavalry and infantry badges to
those of schools and training estab-
lishments. There are more than 600
illustrations and an appendix which
includes sections on plastic cap
badges, mottoes, plumes and hackle
and the present-day infantry line-up.
Seeley Service & Co, 196 Shaftesbury
Avenue, London WC2, £7.50

MILITARY

BADGE COLLECTING
Jobn Gaylor




Last September
the Armed Forces
sighed up
arecord 2000
new recruﬂs

The recruits in question are 2,000 Bedford TM eight tonne
four-wheel-drive military trucks.

And the contract which will take them into national service
| is the latest in along line of Bedford contracts with the Ministry of
Defence, stretching back nearly forty years.

The TM 4-4.The latest addition to the ronge of premium
Bedford trucks designed for czvuhcm R .‘
and defence use oround

BEDFORD

ISBN 011 722156 2
ISSN 0038-1004
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