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SOLDIER

~ INCORPORATING

THE TERRITORIAL ARMY MAGAZINE

FRONT COVER: ‘Joy To The World'. A
picture to sum up the spirit of Christmas.
From left: Lance Corporal Karen
Normington, Lieutenant Sally Slade and
Private Fleur Rickford, QARANC, sing
carols in Aldershot's C of E Garrison
Church,

Picture: Doug Pratt

BACK COVER: Men of The Cheshire
Regiment on patrol near Hong Kong’s Man
Kam To border crossing point. Note the
BMX bikes! See also page 26.

Picture: Paul Haley

Managing Editor
Roland Thick (Ext 2585)
Editor
Peter Howard (Ext 2593)
Assistant Editors
Graham Smith (Ext 2590)
John Margetts (Ext 2588)
Sally Daniell (Ext 2589)
Robert Higson (Ext 2591)

Art Editor
John Rushworth (Ext 2589)

Picture Editor
Leslie Wiggs (Ext 2584)

e e T Well, this is a different way of passing on -
bl r(zr:‘?lEex‘; s the lrgdlhonul %reeiin ... and is done with

Bill Stroud ihg aid of Mrs Chen Shu Fong, of the MoD
Advertising/Circulation Ch'n?se ldnglll'lge s"‘“' in Hong Kon"

Mrs Christine Withey (Ext 2587) Special feature on the world-famous school
Dlarrisb Létg:aqa Mclntosh (Ext 2583) - See page 8.
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Subscription (25 issues): UK/BFPO £11.25, elsewhere
£13.25. Send UK cheque, UK postal order or inter-
national money order expressed In sterling and state
when subscription is to start and to whom to be Editarial, photographic, advertising and circulation enquiries should be addre.sed to SOLDIER, Ordnance Ruad, AL

DERSHOT,
addressed. Payments to be sent to SOLDIER and Hants. GU11 2DU (phone Aldershot (0252) 24431, military network Aldershot Military). SOLDIER is published by the Ministry of
made payable to Command Cashier UKLF. Defence and printed by Eden Fisher (Southend) Ltd, 555 Sutton Road, Southend-on-Sea, Essex. Crown capyright 1984,
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Officers and Senior NCQO’s uniforms
made to measure

Approved and Appointed Tailors to the :
Household Cavalry, 7th Gurkha Rifles, Royal
Artillery, DERR, RAPC, RAMC, RADC,

The Royal Corps of Signals and the SASC.

Exclusively cut and tailored in
our own workrooms by experienced
craftsmen, under the personal
supervision of Mr. Golding.

We offer top quality service using the
finest Barathea and Superfine materials,
with competitive prices and credit.
Our special fast service is available at no
extra charge.

We can also supply:

Military ties, Blazer badges, Badges of
rank, Marcella shirts, Miniature medals:
Sam Browne belts, Spurs, George boots,

Wellington boots and Viyella khaki shirts.
Full-sized medals remounted
Service Dress Hats, Side Hats and Blues

Hats supplied.
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| Our Sales Director will call at your request.

| Ring 0727 60819 or write for details to

| 220 Hatfield Road. St Albans. Herts

| Nam

‘ Address

| Tel

I Please state vour particular requirements below

|

I
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RAEC,REME, RAOC, APTC, Royal Engineers,

Become
yourownCQO,

What an opportunity!

ServiceMaster is looking for professional decision-makers
who want to put their gratuities and experience to good usein
civvy street.

The basicidea of our franchise is that you invest your time
and money in a business of your own, but with the equipment,
support and know-how of an organisation which has already
helped set up 2,500 self-starters in business.

As one of the world’s largest and most respected
companies offering this type of business opportunity, we are
looking for 35 people who want to run their own show in the fast-

* expanding market of contract cleaning.

You will need £8500 cash, a vehicle and sufficient capital
to live on while your business gets off the ground. (Bank support
can be made available.)

To find out the help, equipment and support you getin
return, write to Alan Vaughan, ServiceMaster Ltd,

50 Commercial Square, Leicester LE2 7SR orring 0533 548620,

ServiceMASTER

ZIPPO LIGHTERS

ENGRAVED IN COLOUR WITH
YOUR REGIMENTAL CREST

The original petrol
windproof lighters.

Guaranteed for life or
repaired free of charge.

Delivered duty paid UK
or duty free overseas.

Minimum engraved

order
50

For full details complete the coupon below and send to: ¢

W A INGRAM ASSOCIATES LTD., 36 HERTFORD ST, LONDON W.1.

Please send me full details about how to obtain Zippo lighters
engraved with my Regimental Crest.

ADDRESS
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The new Golf.

Value added. Taxdeducted.

The Golfis one of the most successful cars of all time.

Where the Golf leaves off, the new Golf begins. It's
roomier inside — it has better legroom, headroom and elbow
room as well as 30% more luggage space.
Aerodynamically, it's the most efficient carin its class. That
means better economy and performance —and a larger, 12
gallon fuel tank means fewer stops at the garage. Increased
travel on the front and rear suspension produces an even
smootherride and a completely new heating and
ventilation system makes this Golf a superbly comfortable
carto drive whether you're out on the motorway or nipping
around town. .

If you're a member of the British Forces with an
overseas posting, ora NATO serviceman, you can buy a
new Golf tax free which will save you hundreds of pounds.

We've special forces pricing and we can arrange
finance to help you save even more. From the moment you
make your choice, one of our Export Sales consultants will
personally take care of all the ins and outs of document-
ation, customs, registration, insurance —even shipping.

And make sure the model you take is right for where

you're going. All cars are e

available with either left or ; \
right-hand drive. We can | )
supply most models from - 4

stock and even when you've

.

Personal Export Sales

gone we'll look after you with the world's finest service.
For more information call us on 01-486 8411 or clip
the coupon.

Personal Export Sales, S23/84
V.A.G (United Kingdom) Limited,

Audi Volkswagen Concessionaires,

95 Baker Street, London WIM 1FB.

Name

Rank

Address

Unit/Regt.

Military Tel. No. Ex:

Approx. Delivery Date

| am Interested in




BRAVERY AWARD FOR MEDICAL OFFICER
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ANOTHER BAND BIDS
SAD FAREWELLS

HE ROYAL Engineers Band Aldershot has passed into

history — and received praise for skill and dedication at

|a concert with the Chatham Band before an enthusiastic
audience at the packed Princes Hall.

There has been a Royal Engineers band at Aldershot since

1903, but it was only in 1949 that it was officially established

with full time musicians. Previously the bandsmen were ordinary

Sappers doing volunteer duty.

Since 1949 it has had the services
of some distinguished musicians:
notably two of the three most senior
officers in Army music — Lieuten-
ant Colonel Dick Ridings, at
present the senior director of music
in the Guards Division, and
Lieutenant Colonel Stan Patch,
Director of Music, Royal Artillery,
Woolwich. But were previously in
charge of the Aldershot band.

Caprain Phil Evans took over
two and a half years ago at the
time of the announcement of the
disbandment. It wasn’t the best
time to take on the job, but
whatever effect the news had on
the musicians’ feelings it did not
upset their playing.

“In fact the morale has been
superb,” said Captain Evans just
before the farewell concert. “The
pride is still there.”

The amalgamation with the
Chatham band means that 10
Aldershot musicians will retire
from military music. Three will
transfer to non-musical duties
within the Corps of Engineers,
seven are looking for jobs.

““‘Some of the boys have been in
the band for 20 years or so,” he
said. “This is all they know and
suddenly their whole world has
collapsed.”

Sergeant Chris Armstrong, who
is looking for civilian employment
after 16 years playing a cornet with

the band, agreed. It was a very sad
occasion,

Captain Evans goes to a new job
and a new corps. He is to take over
the Royal Artillery band at
Dortmund. i

He leaves behind what he
described as a great debate on
whether the one remaining
Engineers’ band should be
stationed at the Sappers’ historic
home in Chatham or with the
training regiments in Aldershot.

“We’ve had two bands full time
chasing their tails. So one band is
really going to be very, very busy.
With the best will in the world it
won’t be able to cover the Corps
musically,” said Captain Evans.

The RE Aldershot band has
played at many venues in a
relatively short but crowded life
including Royal Tournaments, the
forecourt of Buckingham Palace
on the first occasion the Engineers
did Public Duties, and the Edin-
burgh Military Tattoo.
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“JOIN THE PROFESSIONALS NOW"
SPECIALISTS IN TAX-FREE EXPORT CAR SALES

__TO H.M. FORCES
—— ‘ ‘ ey

Military Export Sales
“11 YEARS EXPERIENCE"

’ . ' '7) -- - —- -i"-' L
PHONE 0353 61181 OR POST THE COUPON BELOW!!
POST TO: TRIGON FORD MILITARY EXPORT SALES. PLEASE RUSH ME INFORMATION ON:
TRIGON MOTOR CO. LTD. STATION ROAD. ELY. W.GERMANY O
CB7 4BT. FIESTA O W. BERLIN 0
RANK NAME (E)SCOHT a HOLLAND ()
RION O BELGIUM 0
ADDRESS _ SIERRA | | [0 = e -
CAPRI O ITALY O
= GRANADA O PORTUGAL 0
TEL. NO. XT.
e NO g NORWAY O
AGE (IF UNDER 21) OTHER 0O
STATE

THE Medical Officer of the
Queen’s Royal Irish Hussars, who
ignored a fire risk and his own
injuries in a helicopter crash to
treat the crew, has been awarded
the Queen’s Commendation for
Brave Conduct.

Major Simon Thompson crashed
in bad weather during training in
Canada while flying to attend
another helicopter casualty on 22
June. Despite his own severe
contusions and shock he managed
to extricate himself and im-
mediately returned to the upside
down wreck and managed to ease
clear the semi-conscious crewman.

With the help of soldiers, Major
Thompson crawled back into the
shattered cockpit, regardless of the
risk from spilt fuel, and managed
to release the severely injured pilot.
He then set off in another
helicopter with the two injured
men but was forced to divert
because of the appalling weather.

On landing Major Thompson
handed over the seriously ill pilot
to a civilian doctor who took him
to hospital by road. He then
insisted on remaining on duty in
the Medical Centre for several
hours until the original casualty
on the prairie and his co-pilot had
been brought in and he was
satisfied that they had received the
best possible attention.

Congratulating him on his
exceptional physical and moral
courage, General Sir Nigel Bagnall,
Commander in Chief of BAOR,
added that he showed a coolness
and devotion to duty in spite of
considerable pain and shock from
which he took some days to recover,
conduct in the finest traditions of
the Royal Medical Corps.

IN OUR last issue (3 December)
Anne Armstrong raised the prob-
lems of saving the Cambridge
Military Hospital’s children’s
playscheme and asked for those
interested in helping to send
contributions to the hospital in
Aldershot. =

There is now a change to this
arrangement and anyone who can
help is asked to send contributions
to: Cambridge Hospital Children’s
Welfare Fund, c/o National West-
minster Bank, Wellington Street,
Aldershot, Hampshire.

THE A to Z guide of Army
museums on page 35 of our last
issue listed the address, 'phone
number and opening hours of the
REME museum at Arborfield, -
near Reading, Berks. The museum
is now in the process of moving
accommodation to Isaac Newton
Road, Arborfield and will reopen
next March.

If any museum still to be
featured in our A-Z has any change
to opening hours or other infor-
mation, SOLDIER would like to
hear.




AS SOLDIER went to press, the Army had six personnel involved in the
round-the-clock airborne famine relief operation in drought-stricken
Ethiopia, an operation involving 50 aircraft from several nations and
including two RAF Hercules, writes Graham Smith.

Lyneham-based 47 Air Despatch
Squadron, RCT, part of 29 Transport
and Movements Regiment based at
South Cerney has two air despatchers
~ a warrant officer and a staff sergeant
working with the RAF Hercules crews.
Other Army input is supplied by two
sappers from 9 Para Squadron, RE
(they have helped with water purifi-
cation plant tasks) and two signallers

| from 29 Transport and Movements
Regiment, who have been helping with

ground-air comms during the airlift of
vital supplies.

In three weeks; the joint RAF/Army
task force had air-landed a total of 1,350
tonnes of supplies.

This was made up of 1,163.8 tonnes
of grain, 47.1 tonnes of blankets, 30.5

tonnes of vehicles including Land
Rovers, 17.9 tonnes of biscuits, 65
tonnes of flour and 25.7 tonnes of other
vital goods including medical supplies.

In all the Hercules aircraft flew a
total of 208 sorties in the same period.

Because of fuel distribution problems
associated with the samaritan missions
to the distribution point at Assad, each
working day for the air despatchers
began with a 60-minute-plus flight out
of the Ethiopian capital of Addis Ababa,
a total of 380 miles ‘dead flying' due
east,

Daily sorties over, the RAF and
Army crews had to return to their
accommodation the same way!

The air despatchers came into their
professional own when one aircraft
became unserviceable on the Makele
strip, 400 miles east of Assad, the
assembly point, up in the mountains
and about 600 miles from Addis Ababa.
The despatchers managed to solve a
mechanical problem in getting the
aircraft off the strip using improvised
methods.

As Squadron OC, Major Terry
Lewis told me: “They were able to use
their air despatch training by laying
landing lights on a makeshift runway.
The remoteness of some runways is
posing something of a problem with
reports of single-aircraft capacity and

Men of 47 Air Despatch Squadron,
RCT, pictured here in typical role
loading supplies aboard a Lyne-
ham-based Hercules with the aid
of an Eager Beaver forklift truck.

others overhead having to circle before
air-landing the supplies. This. is
particularly difficult if an aircraft goes
u/s on the deck.”

It is understood that the Ethiopian
Government is still considering the
options of air-dropping or free dropping
the supplies at 50 feet from over the tail
ramp.

Oxfam and Save the Children
organisers have been approaching the
RAF/Army co-ordinated operation to
seek the best and quickest ways of
getting the vital victuals to the starving
thousands.

They favour air dropping techniques
such as on the scale of Khana Cascade
in Nepal in the spring of 1973 when
thousands of tons of grain were
distributed in this way.

Major Lewis said: “We are ready if
the call comes to do this.”

New Look for
Marchwood

PLANS for the redevelopment of
Marchwood port near Southampton
are well under way.

Work on the £17 million modernis-
ation scheme is expected to start next
year and will include a new jetty with
roll-on roll-off facilities for military
vehicles.

The existing port was builtin 1943-
44 for the Mulberry Harbour scheme
used in the D-Day landings, but the
existing buildings and equipment are
now obsolete.

EARLY CHRISTMAS PRESENT FOR POMPEY

Lord Mayor ... Major Craib ...

safe bomb!

IT MAY have defeated Bob Hope’s
plans for a gala Guildhall evening
concert in the seaport city recently yet
it did not make the stoic people of
Portsmouth yield 43 years ago. And
the Army has been well praised, too.

Now, what has been described as a
part of Portsmouth’s ‘history and
heritage’ — a defused 250-kilo German
wartime bomb — has been handed to
the seafaring city by the Army’s bomb
disposal experts.

It will take pride of place in the
recently-opened D-Day Museum.

Dormant for more than four decades
the bomb was discovered near the
Hippodrome Theatre where the
octagenarian comic, Bob Hope was due
to put on a show, The alarm was raised
at I1am.

A team of ten bomb disposal experts
led by Major Alistair Craib from 33
Engincer Regiment (EOD) Royal
Engineers, based at Chattenden, Kent,
sped down to the south coast’s city
with its ancient mariner connections.

The bomb, judged to have fallen
earthwards in 1941 from a Luftwaffe
marauder, was found to have buried in
concrete, with just its fin protruding.

The EOD squad’s expertise rendered
the bomb safe in eight hours. The City’s
Elders asked if the relic could be
returned at a later date as a keepsake.
The Army obliged.

Major Craib, the Ops Major, who
has dealt with seven bombs this year
— four of them in the Falklands —

who arrived with his team in four hours
to deal with the unwelcome souvenir,
said: “The main problem was that part
of it was encased in concrete which
someone had previously poured over
it years ago on the old Hippodrome
site.

““It was not dangerous but all bombs
have to be treated with care. We
chipped away at the concrete until we
found the fuse. All bombs are risky
until you get the explosives out.”

A grateful and beaming Lord Mayor,
John Marshall, told Major Craib: “It’s
a part of our history and heritage.
Portsmouth suffered a great deal during
the war. We don’t mind having it back
again on this second occasion and we
will look after it. It will serve as a very
useful reminder of a pretty difficult
period in our history."”

-

® PAYNOTE: NO ARMY bomb
disposal experts, currently in Band
Seven of the pay scales, will take a
drop in pay as a result of re-evaluation
of pay, says the ministry of Defence.

Press reports suggested their pay
would be frozen.

An MOD spokesman said: “There
is a recommendation under consider-
ation within the Ministry for the
continuation of Band Seven as a case
has been put forward for its retention.
Individuals will retain old Band Seven
rates until comparable Band Six catches

up.
r
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PRAISE has been so high and

That's Damf s dishes

& consistent for ACC cook Lance
et i Corporal David Turner that when !
he left Northern Ireland he took  the Commendation refers in in whlﬁhhthuhworkm

with him a Commendation from owing terms to his resourceful-

ness and standards.

~ the GOC Northern Ireland, Lieu-
tenant General Sir Robert

Richardson.

During the past 14 mcnlhs of
his three years' service in the
Army Catering Corps, David has

~ often served as the only cook for
platoon-sized units in London-
derry. The cliallon whlch led to

Lance Corporal David Turner, Privates Reg Baker (1 R. Anglian), Paul Fa

, ‘Buck’ Rog

~ David has been promoted to
_ lance corporal since the drafting
of the citation, which says:
_ “Private Turner's cheerful pro-
fessionalism and the excellence
of his cooking have contributed
~greatly to the high morale of the

platoons he has served. In the

cramyed mdcmdedeondmom

and ‘Puddie’ Pudwell (2 Queen's): tasting time.

has ever been
“His fine example
bution to the high
- soldierson
every bit as im
against terror
courage and ga
make the headlin

LS and GCMs for SSgts 3
Tim Short and Chris |
Lagoutte and Sgt John |
Morris (all RCT) and
Sgt Alec Jordan ACC. |
All based at Tidworth
they received their |
‘gongs’ from .Colonel
Wardle Barker, Com- |
mander Logistic Sup- |
port Group.

—————— ——y

ROUND AND ABOUT

A plea for funds for an anti-
cancer machine had four brave
ladies from Hamelin Garrison
parachuting for the first — and
for some the last — time.
Shirley Gayford, Roseanne
Ferguson, Anne Moffat and
Jackie Bell had sponsors for
DM2,500 and, following a
one-day course at the Sen-
nelager Parachute Cluband a
week of nervous waiting, they
hurtled groundwards, to a
collection for London's West-
minster Hospital. They also
threw in about £40 each to help
boost the takings.

L * *

Moving from Celle to Dortmund
inthe New Year with a new name

will be 94th Locating Regiment,
RA, which will be known as Q
(Sanna's Post) Locating Battery,
RA, 5th Heavy Regiment, RA
Operational date is January 31

* * *

The RA Mounted Band, for-
med in 1886 is no more. Four
previous Directors, 42 old
comrades and 39 serving
members drank a last toast at
a reunion dinner at Larkhill.
Among those present was 95-
year-old Ernie Longhope who
served from 1921-'45. Said
Ernie: “We must have another
reunion soon, but not next
weekend as I've already got
something on.”

" Big day for Pat and Col_m

Flowers tor Patncsa a
medal for her husband,

WO2 Colin Sriith. anda

big smile from Colone!
J D Redding, Commander

~ Rheindahlen Garrison,

BAOR The occasion was
the presentation of the
Meritorious Service Medal
to WO Smith for 27 years
of exemplary service. The
CSM of C Company.
Grenadier Guards, Colin

has had postin 35 in Egypt

Kenya, Libya,

and Belize int his

years
Army sevice. ;

8

| Hardtosee tromthe
~ but Corporal Derek Young

COLONEL J D REDDING, MRS PAT SMITH, WO2 COLIN SMITH:
exemplary occasion.
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l Lieutenant Colonel W B

Stevens has taken over

I command of 22 AD Regi- |
ment RA, BAOR, from out-

I going CO Lieutenant Colonel |
L A Wilkes.

L— — —

D0 YOU REMEMBER. . .?’

First-time meet for D-Day youngsters

IT wasn't a reunion because they
had never met, but when old
soldiers Bernard Cuttiford (left)
and Jim Coupland did meet they
found they had a lot in common.

Jim contacted SOLDIER after
reading of Bernard's experiences in
Normandy in our D-Day Supplement.

Mr Coupland wrote: “Jim says he
is one of the few D-Day veterans still
under the age of 60. So am |.”

As it happens both men live not far
from each other — Bernard in
Coventry and Jim in Nuneaton. So,
with the help of SOLDIER, a meeting
was arranged.

After their get-together Bernard
reported to us: “It turned out that Jim
and | are the same age, our birthdays
being within six days of each other

“"We both enlisted in February 1943
at the same recruiting office in
Coventry. Jim joined the Royal
Warwickshire Regiment and | the
13/18 Royal Hussars (Queen Mary's
Own) and then the Staffordshire

*Yeomanry (Queen's Own Royal

Regiment).

"We were both trained in the same
areas as the 27th Armoured Brigade
and the 185th Infantry Brigade were
destined for the same landing on
Queen White, Sword Beach.

“We both landed with the
assault force on D-Day morn-
ing — the 13/18 Hussars, the
East Riding Yeomanry and the
Staffordshire Yeomanry sup-

ported by the 2nd Warwicks,
the 1st Norfolks and the 2nd =
King's Scottish Light Infantry

“We went over the same

ground. Jim even knew the
anti-tank ditch where my tank
commander was killed.

“Jim was wounded twice
and returned to action: |,
fortunately got through without
a scratch.

“We both rose to the dizzy
height of corporal during our
service and we were both
demobbed in January 1946.
Subsequently we both joined
the TA and reached the rank
of sergeant.”

And if all that wasn't coinci-
dence enough, Bernard added
that Jim had been born in
Victoria Road, Chapel End, the
place where his (Bernard's)
wife Rosemary had been living
when he first met her

THE exploits of a VC hero
who in 1918 captured Adolf
Hitler — he escaped soon
after being taken prisoner —
and 36 other enemy soldiers
after leading a bayonet
charge, have been recalled
at a Leamington Spa hotel.

Private Henry Tandey,
known as ‘Napper' and said
to be the most decorated
private soldier ofthe 1914-18
war, was a stoker at the
Regent Hotel before joining
the Green Howards and
transferring to the 5th Bat-
talion West Riding Regiment.

In the six weeks he was
with the battalion in the later
stages of the war, he was
five times mentioned in

caught Hitler

dispatches and awarded the
DCM, the MM and the VC.

Now photographs of paint-
ings of his VC action and
that of fellow VC holder
Colonel John Barrett, cousin
of the present chairman of
the hotel, have beenunveiled
in the hotel's newly-named
Victoria Cross Lounge

The pictures were un-
veiled by Rear Admiral B C
G Place, himself a VC holder
and chairman of the Victoria
Cross and George Cross
Association.

Naming the lounge of the

old hotel the Victoria Cross
Lounge, he introduced the
widows of the two heroes to
guests from the Green
Howards, and the Leicester-
shires.

Wearing their husbands’
awards, Mrs Anni Tandey
and Mrs Augustine Barrett
mingled with old friends and
met Earl Spenger, father of
the Princess of Wales, who
was there to unveil a list of
kings, queens, tsars, heads
of state, MPs, and actors who
have signed the hotel's
visitors' book

FACES
and
PLACES

A 16-strong squad of
soldiers brought a touch
of Christmas cheer to
thousands of shoppers in
Herford. Taking turns to
make up a four-man team
the soldiers, all electrical
experts, helped to fix more
than 2,000 coloured lights
in the shopping centre of
the German town. The
lads, serving with 4th
Armoured Division Head-
quarters and Signal Regi-
ment based at Wentworth
Barracks, were led
telecom ace Lance Cor-
poral George Henry, 27,
assisted by Lance Cor-
porals Alan Wiggins and
Haroun Khan and Signal-
man Chris Davis. “The job
took four days, but the
biggest problem was the
frosty weather,” said
George.”

The second Falklands march
and shoot competition has
been won by 652 Sgn AAC.
Theten-manteam, led by Lt
Nick Hopkins, beat 11 other
teams to win the trophy
for the best team in a three-
part event. The 652 team
lost no marks for part one —
the initial inspection — but
came fourth in the eight-mile
course (part two) from Pony
Pass Quarry along the Stan-
ley water front to end at
Lookout Rocks range, inone
hour 11 minutes and 45
seconds. They won the
shooting to win overall.

Speed and accuracy has
won Jean Frazer her third
Comstar silver award in
two years. The award was
presented by Brigadier
John Bettridge, Common-
dant of The Royal School
of Artillery, Larkhill. Jean,
who also collected a bottle
of champagne, is Super-
visor of the Army Com-
munications Centre, Lark-
hill.



NEVER MIND THE
WEATHER!

TERRITORIAL Army soldiers
who recently demonstrated their
ability to reinforce the Regular
Army in Germany during the big
Exercise Lionheart were given
another tough test of their military
skills, and stamina — during two
days of continuous rain.

More than 1,000 men from units
of 15 Infantry Brigade took part in
a competition code-named ‘Mar-
tial Merlin’.

The 10 and 15-man teams from
bases throughout Northumber-
land, Tyne and Wear, County
Durham, Cleveland, Yorkshire and
Humberside battled for points in
such competitions as:

Shooting: including a night
shoot during which Land Rover
headlights were used to simulate
flares illuminating an ambush

situation.

Forced March: of nearly four
miles, the last mile in NBC pro-
tective clothing.

Assault Course: over which
teams had to carry a form of
stretcher-like ‘burden’.

First Aid: in which teams were
quizzed on basic techniques and
had to demonstrate mouth-to-
mouth resuscitation on a dummy.

Recognition: during which
teams were required to identify
photographs of armoured fighting
vehicles and aircraft.

Nuclear Warfare: when teams
were tested on the firting of their

protective clothing and the speed
they could put on their respirators
in case of a gas arrack.

Among visitors to the com-
petition were Major General Peter
Inge, General Officer Command-
ing the Army’s North East District
and Commander 2nd Infantry
Division, who was accompanied by
Brigadier Michael Aris, Com-
mander 15 Infantry Brigade.
RESULTS

Champion Infantry Unit: Head-
quarters Company 2nd Battalion
Yorkshire Volunteers, based in York.
Runners up: ‘A’ Company 2nd

Battalion Yorkshire Volunteers, York.

Winning Infantry Team: Head-
quarters Company 2nd Battalion York-
shire Volunteers, York. Runners up:
‘A’ Company 2nd Battalion Yorkshire
Volunteers, York.

Winning Other Arms Team: 217
Squadron, Royal Corps of Transport,
of Leeds. Runners up: 269 Battery,
Royal Artillery, of Leeds.

Winning Services Team: 252
Provost Company, of Stockton-on-
Tees. Runners up: 124 Recovery
Company, Royal Electrical and
Mechanical Engineers, of Aycliffe, Co
Durham.

204 Field Battery tackling the assault course.

HERO MEETS

OLD PALS

THE MOST decorated war
veteran in Belgium has been
meeting his many friends in the
40th (Ulster) Signal Regiment
(Volunteers).

Jef Mooris, whose mother was
British, was a leading resistance
fighter in Belgium during the
World War 2 and when British
forces fought inch by inch to
Germany, Jef showed his British
passport and enlisted in The Rifle
Brigade.

On a patrol he was wounded,
the Germans took him to a field
hospital, and his horrific memories
of crude hospitalisation and ampu-
tation of a leg without anaesthetic
barely match the treatment handed
out by interrogators.

Now, Jef, awarded the MBE,
always looks forward to renewing
his friendships with the regiment.

The links were established in
1980 during Crusader; they were
reinforced during Lionheart. “Jef
is a marvellous man who has
become almost an honorary
member of this regiment,” said
the volunteer quartermaster.

AND I.AHCASHIRE LADS DEFY RAIN

IN THEIR first major weekend
exercise since return from
Lionheart, the men of the 4th
(Volunteer) Battalion, The
Queen’s Lancashire Regiment
whose ‘patch’ runs from Black-
pool to Ashton-under-Lyne —
with headquarters in Preston
— held their ARU and Tame-
side Trophy competition on the

Catterick Training Area...
very wet conditions.

Major General Philip Davies,
GOC of North West District
carried out his ARU inspection of
the Barttalion, also visiting their
‘recruits cadre’, 30 strong, on their
first weekend away.

The Saturday training was

‘county fair’ tests of the section

teams for the Tameside Trophy
— and on a very damp night, their
map reading and patrol skills were
tested in a 10 kilometre ‘exercise’.

Then after a brief (too brief!)
sleep, back onto a 15 kilometre
speed march, with full kit to be
followed by a section shoot with
SLRs and LMGs.

Overall winners of the Trophy,

and the speedmarch, were Burn-
ley’s A Company No | team, led
by Cpl Nick Murray with Black-
pool’s B 1. team runners up.

The Battalion CO, Lieutenant
Colonel Roger Brooks’ summary
of the weekend: “I’'m proud of
you all, and this exercise once again
demonstrates the difficult job of
the section commander.”

Lieutenant Colonel Brooks presents a damp trophy to Corporal
Murray

The Burnley men keep going and ignore the rain. Team 3 from A

company in action.

Pictures: John Duckworth




SAPPERS HELP OIL
SPILLAGE TESTS

Territorial soldiers of 108 Field
Squadron Royal Engineers
from Swansea laid Class 30
trackway at Pembray to assist
the Warren Springs Labora-
tory’s recent project into oil
pollution clearance.

Some twelve soldiers from 1

Troop based at Richardson Street
laid twelve rolls of trackway
covering quarter of a mile of beach
over the last weekend.

The oil pollution clearance tests
are being conducted on behalf of
Department of Industry and
Transport.

Honoured in the field. . .

IN GERMANY, Major George Dance was presented with the
Territorial Decoration.

Major Dance has been a member of the Territorial Army for 38
years, and spent 26 years working his way up through the ranks.

George, in the Royal Engineers (V), has four children — three
sons and a daughter. Only one of his sons has followed him into
the Territorial Army.

Major Dance has served at a staggering 34 camps during his 38
year Army career. Being awarded an honour in the field is a very
unusual occurrence, but it was felt that George, whose record is
excellent, deserved the honour. :

The award was made in Bracht, at 3 Base Ammunition Depot,
on the same day as a new stretch of military railway track on
which George had been working was declared open.

MEN of the 6th/7th (V) Barttalion
The Queen’s Regiment were given
the opportunity of competing for
the German Army Shooting Badge
when they were hosts to a party of
officers and NCOs from the
German Army Office in Cologne.

Led by Lt Col (Oberstleutuant)
Ulrich Feldman, the Germans
were anxious to see the shooting
standards of a TA infantry
battalion. Said Major Karl Du
Mont: “We were very impressed
with the shooting team of 6/7
Queens when they did so well in
our international competition last
autumn (the unit achieved two

second positions). We wanted to
see if they were as good in
England”.

During their stay the Germans
fired the British Army Personal
Test Weapon (APWT) visited
Queen’s Division Depot at Bas-
singbourn, and toured the sights
of London.

The TA men showed the visitors
what marksmen they are, Captain
John Day (shooting team captain)
and Cpl Hoffman gaining the Cold
Shooting Badge award and nine
others obtaining silver and bronze
awards including Cpl Springall
from B Company who won asilver.

How observant are you?

)

—.—-—-‘-
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These two pictures look alike but they differ in ten details. ,
Look at them carefully. If you cannot spot the differences turn to page 38.
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1. Which GSM should be worn with the “Palestine” clasp?
2. How does the Military MBE differ from the Civil MBE?

° 3. Which takes precedence in order of wearing, the AFC or DFC?

THESE are some of the questions answered by our new easy reference Medal Chart which displays over 100
items in full colour. The Orders, Decorations & Medals featured are those currently most in use in Great Britain,
Northern Ireland & the Commonwealth.

IF you are at all involved or interested in medals you will find this chart invaluable. Complete the coupon below
and send it to us with your remittance for early action. Price £4.99 each inclusive of packing, postage and VAT.
Trade enquiries are welcome for 50 charts or more at a special rate.

Toye, Kenning & Spencer (Bedworth) Limited

Medal Chart Dept. v w
Newtown Road, Bedworth
Warwickshire CV12 8QR

Pleasesendme _copy(s) of your medal chart. | enclose a cheque/PO for £

NAME : - _ ADDRESS:

Please allow 21 days for delivery.
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“Its Christmas, Mr and Mrs Marples. the
time of peace and goodwill. Why don't you
bury the hatchet for a day or two?"

“Well, we all indulge in a little
moonlighting these days..."

“And, to keep abreast of inflation, there are four 50-pence
pieces in the pudding.”



“For 364 days a year he is known as the ‘hanging
Jjudge', but its common knowledge he is a sucker
for Christmas.”

"We know you'll want to mend our broken
toys tomorrow, Dad!"

A Yvappy @me; amd 4 peacsod Mew)onr

“What the hell, Mr
McGinty. You know
and | know you'ré
not going to be
killed in a fortnight,
50 as its
Christmas...”

se what the date is,
doctor?”

“I think we've caught him in a good
mood.”




TAFF SERGEANT

Robert Stout, RAMC,

spent most of his Army

career as a male nurse in
the comparative calm of various
medical centres. That was until
the Falklands campaign when he
found himself, at one stage, in the
mayhem that followed the Argen-
tinian attack on the Royal Fleet
Auxiliary Sir Galahad.

It was quite a change of scene
for someone who describes himself
as ‘basically a base wallah’. While
the experience was a bit of a shock,
it wasn’t wasted.

Staff Sergeant Stout came back
with several ideas for improving
the operation of field hospitals.
In particular he designed a new
bed which is now being evaluated
by the Stores and Clothing
Research and Development Estab-
lishment (SCRDE) at Colchester.

The bed is made of aluminium
and very much lighter than the
current cast iron models. It’s
slightly narrower and higher,
allowing easier access for nursing.

And, by employing quilts
covered with waterproof sheeting

RARE NURSING
AWARD
ARRC for men of RAMC

ARRC 2nd Class — obverse.

which can be easily sponged clean,
itis designed to reduce laundry to
an absolute minimum.

The bed, if it is accepted for
service, won’t - be the staff-
sergeant’s only memorial of the
Falklands war. Recently he was at
a Buckingham Palace investiture,
along with Warrant Officer 2
Adrian Pierce, who was also in the
Sir Galahad at the time of the
attack, to receive one of the
country’s highest nursing awards.

Both now join a small but select
group of men who are able to put
the initials ARRC (for Associate
of the Royal Red Cross) after their
names. This is the Second Class of
an order introduced in 1883 as the
first British Military award
exclusively for women.

The modern movement towards
greater equality of the sexes in
work opportunities has meant that
nursing is no longer the reserve of
women. Since 1977 men have also
been eligible to become members
of the Royal Red Cross.

On 8 June, 1982 Mr Pierce and
Staff Sergeant Stout were both in
the dormitories of the Sir Galahad
when the bombs hit. Mr Pierce
had been on the tank deck, where
most.of the damage occurred, until
a few moments before, but there

ARRC 2nd Class — reverse.

had been some delay in getting the
first medical party ashore and he
had gone down to the dormitories
to inform his men.

I was very lucky to have been
out of that area,” he said. “The
dormitories are next to the tank
deck and we could hear the noise
of the people who had been hurt.

“We tried to find a way out to
them but there was no way we
could use most entrances as there
were flames and everything coming
through.

“When we eventually got
through we saw horrific injuries.
We got on to the top deck where
we were formed up as the medical
team with the RSM of 16 Field
Ambulance and we started treating
as best we could the casualties as
they were coming out.”

Staff Sergeant Stout recalled:
“Probably the burns and the smell
of burning flesh were the worst
things. But you just had to carry
on. I mean, a patient is a patient
regardless of your own traumas.”

“I think my initial feeling was
— “Is this it? Is it the end?’ ** said
Mr Pierce. “Then a sort of numb
feeling. But when we saw the
casualties I suppose the instinct of
training took over.

“I don’t think we were aware

of the explosions coming from the

hull. We saw so many people
needing treatment we didn’t worry
about what was happening else-
where.”

The difficulty was actually
treating patients, many of whom
were suffering from appalling
injuries. All the medics had were
morphine syringes and battle
dressings which they had collected
from unwounded Welsh Guards-
men.

et bl R LAl

After the Falklands Staff

Sergeant Stout went back to 2 Field
Hospital, Aldershot. This was his
first field unit in an Army career
which now spans 21 years and he
managed to join it originally just
prior to the trouble with Argentina.
Mr Pierce, who was also with
16 Field Ambulance on attachment
from 2 Field Hospital, at the time
of the crisis, is now managing the
group practice at the medical
centre, Tidworth Garrison.

Story: Robert Higsen ‘

Pictures: Les Wiggs
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Wartime ATS change a tyre.

GRAHAM SMITH discovers the
First Aid Nursing Yeomanry

is still going strong...

‘WE’LL COPF’

(says the motto)

- AND THEY DO!

HE ORIGINAL concept

of their being came to a

wounded cavalry sergeant-

major as he lay in atenton
a fly-molested camp bed during
Britain’s 1898 military adventure
in the Sudan.

Sergeant Major Edward Baker
— later Captain Baker — had
visualised the setting up of horse-
mounted nurses who could reach
and attend battlefield casualties
quickly before the arrival of the
horse ambulances.

It never came to that but since
its formation in 1907 with 17 girls,
the First Aid Nursing Yeomanry
— FANY — has served with
distinction in France and Belgium
during World War 1 and with

bravery and undeniable heroism
as 1,700 cloak-and-dagger code-
passing girls with the SOE (Special
Operations Executive) during
World War 2.

Additionally, some 450 of their
number served with the Polish
Army during the *40s and no less
than 8,000 more were with
FANY/ATS carrying out a
multitude of staff and driving
duties in support of the Army’s
war effort in Britain and in Europe.

The WTS (FANY) — Women’s
Transport Service — as it is known
today, is still going strong and
masterminded quietly from vener-
Modern day FANY members in

action on radio comms for charity
horse show.

Modern pictures: Les Wiggs
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Cavalry Sergeant-
Major Baker, the
architect of the
FANY movement.

able but austere barrack block
- accommodation at the Duke of
f York’s Headquarters in Chelsea,
home to the Greater London TA
. and some of its affiliated units.
There are still some 700 FANY
members spread around the world
although only about 120 are active.
Six of them are in their 90s and
three of these are Military Medal

holders.
More than 100 of them are
serving in London with the

stipulation they must be within a
45-minute train, tube or bus ride
from Sloane Square and the nearby
HQ for their main role as a mobile
communications unit in support
of the City of London Police at the
time of any major aircraft, rail or
fire disaster.

Their last major involvement
was during the Moorgate tube train
crash in February 1975 when they

. helped with radio communications
and casualty documentation.

Then, a dozen FANYs manned

18

the R/T side of the rescue
operation while others worked five
days and four nights on casualty
documentation in the Central
Casualty Bureau at Bishopsgate on
eight-hour shifts.

Last Christmas, FANYs rang
into their Duke of York’s HQ
control to see if they were needed
in the aftermath of the Harrods
bomb incident. They were not.

Another commitment is to
augment Army communications
centres in a national emergency.

The FANY organisation moved
to its current location in 1968 on a
grace-and-favour basis at a time
when the number of women was
being reduced in the TA, though
FANY forms no part of that
organisation and is completely
independent.

It is, in fact, Britain’s first
women’s voluntary corps beating
the Red Cross by a short head.

Until two years ago they used to
spend 10 days in annual camp but

now this has been reduced to one
main effort during a long weekend
camp in May plus weekly training
nights.

FANY HQ has recently carried
out its annual advertising for new
recruits in the national press
seeking up to three dozen potential
FANYSs aged 18 to 40. The lucky
ones will get a course in radio
communications (initially on
Wednesday evenings), First Aid
instruction, map reading, unarmed
combat lessons and shooting.
Fluent linguists are particularly
welcome.

The FANYs, in proof of the
same dedication of purpose as their
wartime predecessors, must be
prepared to be called out any time
of the day or night, weather no
exception.

Corps Commander Sheila
Parkinson, said: “A FANY should
be competent and versatile. The
girls should be able to go out on
assignments and come back having

The FANY girls are remembered
by a neatly tended war memorial.

It's World War 1 and FANY girls
carry out First Aid training.

done them. We don’t care how the
results are achieved provided they
have not been acquired illegally.”

She added: “Don’t forget the
FANY's were probably part of the
best resistance group in wartime
Europe and each of the girls who
was involved with SOE had her
poison pill which she could swallow
if we were over-run because she
had valuable communications know-
ledge. This is not generally
known.”

But there are no poison pills on
issue nowadays.

Various skills are taught the girls
at the Duke of York’s HQ by the
resident TA units. CQB — close
quarter battle — self-defence
techniques are imparted by the 21st
Special Air Service Regiment;
shooting is supervised by men of
‘D’ Company (LIR) 4(V) The
Royal Irish Rangers.

Not only do the girls fire rifles
— they also take part in shooting
competitions against other units
— but they are raught how to strip
and re-assemble the weapons.

On the medical side, 257
(General Hospital) RAMC tutors
them on First Aid ‘well above the
St John Ambulance standard.’

FANY members put their radio
skills to plenty of use during the
year. They turn out for 11 British
Horse Society shows, of cross-
country nature, within 50 miles of
London. For the past seven years
they have been involved in”the
Courage Trophy, an annual skill
at-arms competition for London
based TA units, where radio
communications have been called
for and the final results posted-up.

The FANYs attend three exer-
cises of major size annually and
they go out, once a quarter, on
navigation and R/T exercises. The
world of nuclear, biological and
chemical warfare is not beyond
them, either, as they don ‘Noddy’
suits from time to time.

The organisation is proud of its
equipment with which it has




FANY girls break for a welcome
cuppa as ambulance drivers.

proved it can establish com-
munications over 11 counties, a
distance of 120 miles.

The Commandant-in-Chief is
Princess Anne and recently mem-
bers gave a two-hour demon-
stration involving 50 girls designed
to give a realistic display of all the
differing aspects involved in their
commitment to the City of London
Police in case of a major incident
within their boundaries.

Motives for the girls joining the
FANY s seem to share one common
theme.

Sheila Parkinson, the Corps
Commander since 1968 who
started her own FANY career in
Kenya before the war, said: “The
girls come here from a mixture of
professions within Greater
London. They probably think
there is possibly going to be a
war in my lifetime. I had better
learn something. Learn something
and still live my life.

“They feel a need to have some
skills which can be applied
militarily knowing there is going
to be little time for training if the
balloon goes up. Their attitude of

Two years before the outbreak of
World War 1; an ambulance train
at Bourne End, Bucks.

mind goes completely across the
board with them all. They come
here and they are good for each
other.”

Professions within the organi-
sation are indeed varied. A
diamond cutter from De Beers, a
finger print expert at New Scotland
Yard, lots of secretaries and
receptionists, 2 London borough
council planner, a graphic designer,
interior decorator, a dietician-
cum-self-employed jobbing gar-
dener, statistical analyst, a top
model and a ballerina to cite but a
few.

The FANYSs are proud — as in
the last war — of their linguistic
abilities. Speakers of Russian,

Polish, Hungarian, Italian,
Spanish, South American Spanish,
Portuguese, Czech, German,

French and Hindi serve among
their ranks.

Their services have been called
upon in a variety of non-
commercial ways ranging from an
international table tennis tour-
nament to a 1,500-strong Reserve
Officers’ Association conference
involving NATO personnel to an
international Parliamentary Union
meeting.

Casualty documentation duties
with the City of London Police. »

Corps Commander Sheila
Parkinson who learned to shoot,
carry out basic vehicle mechanics,
to drive and how to skin a sheep in
Kenya from 1937-39 as a FANY
said of the organisation: “Com-
munications is the name of our
game. We have always done things
in small numbers, small groups of
highly-motivated people, for the
good of the whole. We are not
inward looking and we are not a
social club.”

They were similarly highly-
motivated FANYSs refreshed after
their summer camp who went
unhesitatingly to Belgium and
France just 24 hours after the
declaration of war in August 1914.

Three months later they had set
up a 100-bed hospital in Calais
but by the end of summer the
following year the hospital had no
transport. For the first time in
British Army history FANYs
became the first women to drive
during the war.

Not only did they receive 95
decorations — including 16 Mili-
tary Medals and 30 Croix de
Guerre — for valour, but the
FANYs were mentioned in de-
spatches on 15 occasions.

In 1972, a baker’s dozen of them
attended a reunion for World War
1 FANYs. There has not been one
since for them.

In the last war, 1,700 FANYs,
many university trained and
linguists, served with the SOE for
special training as parachutists and
cypher clerks in covert operations.
Dropped into France, they joined
with the Resistance movement and
11 of them were to die later —
mostly in concentration camps.

Overall, in World War 2 the
FANYs were honoured with 82
awards, including two George
Medals and three George Crosses
(two of these posthumously), with
36 mentions in despatches.

Sadly, 51 of them died during
the course of hostilities, 11 of them
in East Africa.

Their motto now, as always with

Radio comms links still play a vital
part in today’s FANY operations.

previous generations of dedicated
FANYs, still holds good, an
understatement perhaps, of their
wartime exploits: “We’ll Cope.”

Sponsored horse ride at Hampton
Farm — and more communications
links. :
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THE BEST
CHRISTMAS
OF THE WAR

G

HRISTMAS 1944, the

last Christmas of World

War 2. The Germans

make their last desperate
offensive by counter-attacking in
the Ardennes. Civil war breaks out
in Athens which has been occupied
by the British, Budapest is
encircled by the Russians, the
Americans continue their island-
hopping advances in the Far East
where the British also push the
Japanese back.

Despite the battles still raging,
it was for many British soldiers, it
seems, the best Christmas of their
war service. Perhaps because, as
one Major puts it, they were
coming ‘out of the shadows of war
into the dawn of peace’.

Some soldiers celebrated under
shelling, under air attack, some
wounded in hospital, some shelter-
ing in schools, in cellars, the more
fortunate in the friendly warmth
of local homes. One even extended

. the hand of Christmas hospl[al:ty

SAIIERI(RAII'I'

The town of Huy in southern
Belgium lies on the River Meuse
and its bridge was one of the
objectives of the Germans in the
Battle of the Bulge in December
1944. The north bank of the river
is protected by steep cliffs and hills.

When General Horrocks” 30
Corps was diverted from Holland
to protect the northern flank of
the bulge, 43 Reconnaissance
Regiment was dispatched to Huy
to patrol the river bank while the
rest of the division was deployed

.-in the surrounding countryside.

Our squadron was operating with
two troops forward and one in
reserve at the top of a steep hill out
of the town, in a convenient
estaminet.

On Christmas Day it was our
troop’s turn — I was in C
Squadron, 43rd Recce Regt RAC
— to be in reserve and as darkness
fell I went to do my ‘stag’ with my
gunner, who manned the rear link
wireless from the comparative
comfort of the back of a carrier. I
stomped about the parked vehicles
trying to keep warm.

It was bitterly cold and I was
wearing the appropriate gear —
tank suit, greatcoat, leather jerkin
and balaclava. I was also draped
with equipment, pistol and Sten,
with a Bren on top of the carrier.
20

to a German prisoner-of-war.
The more lucky ones ate turkey
and Christmas pudding — but
traditional Christmas fare could
not reach everyone. The substitutes
were sauerkraut, cheese sand-
wiches, curry, bamboo shoots and
the inevitable ‘bully’ and biscuits,

IN THE CELLAR

Shortly afterwards the weather
lifted and our air forces were able
to get up and the Battle of the
Bulge was to all intents over. We
returned to the place we had lefta
couple of weeks earlier, Heerlen
in Limburg, where we prepared
to have a belated Christmas dinner.
I was back in my old billet with
the redoubtable Stump family.

My fall though had left me with
a ‘dead leg’, so on | January when
I'should have been helping to serve
the troops with the traditional fare
I was confined to my billet and sat
in the bay window, my leg propped
on a chair, having a meal of
sauerkraut and potatoes, prepared
by Mvr Stump.

I thus had a grandstand view of
the Luftwaffe when they came over
to bomb and strafe our airfields
(the last time they were up in force).
I was only allowed to see it for a
few minutes however before the
whole Stump family descended on
me and deposited me, sauerkraut
and all, in the cellar.

I visited Heerlen again just after
the war ended, but that is another
story.

I also visited Heerlen last year.
The magnificent Stump dwelling
has disappeared, together with the
rest of Looierstraat, beneath a six-
lane dual highway. To my eternal
regret I failed to keep in touch

sometimes washed down with a
few bottles of local wine, captured
Wehrmacht brandy or sugar beet
rum.

SOLDIER asked the soldiers
of yesteryear how they spent that
Christmas of 40 years ago. This is
how they responded .. .

with the Stump family and I have
no idea what happened to them.
Theirs was a story worth telling.
— Sgt HW G Drake, Charlton
Kings, Cheltenham, Glos.

School dinners
Holding the Maas River Line 253
Field Company RE, 3rd British
Infantry Division, spent Christmas
in the village of Venraij, battered
by British and German armour.
My section found a room with four
walls still standing.

I found a frozen cot mattress
and covered it with my gas cape to
sleep on. We slept in our clothes
only taking off our boots.

Corporal Taylor made some
Christmas cards out of cardboard
for us to send home. Christmas
morning was heavy frost and very
quiet. We had our Christmas
dinner in the wooden school which
had not been damaged.

We had NAAFI beer and a good
meal. The OC said “I want to see
everyone happy but not worse for
drink.” He then took over the
wireless operator’s job to allow him
to have his dinner. It was New
Year’s Eve before the Germans
started shelling us again. — Spr
A E Smith, Begbroke, Oxon.

Goddies at bakery

Christmas 1944 was made very

festive indeed thanks to the
German Ardennes offensive.

I was a Gunner Artificer with
89 Battery 13 Medium Regiment
RA, not particularly enjoying the
delights of a wet muddy turnip
field just opposite Venlo in
Holland.

When the Ardennes offensive
started and it became clear that
the objective was Antwerp, we were
ordered south to help block their
drive.

This was about 21 December
and as we drove south the snow
started. At the end of the day we
arrived in the village of Wespelaar
between Brussels and Louvain
where we spent the night in the
village hall.

The next day a Belgian girl came
up to me and asked me in good
English if I would like to come
with her to her house for coffee
and cakes.

Not being slow to get my feet
under the table, off I went to end
up in the village baker’s house
where I was made most welcome
by the family and was amazed at
the amount of goodies.

After this unexpected tuck-in I
was shown into a bedroom with a
large double bed and was told it
was mine as long as I was in the
village. I said I would have to get
my troop officer’s permission
(which was readily given) and asked
if I could bring a friend with me as
there was more than room for two
in that size bed.

The family agreed so Jock Joyce
and myself made off to our luxury
billet.

We stayed in Wespelaar for
about a week and that took us over
the Christmas period. How festive
that was.

A super dance was arranged on
Christmas Eve in the village hall,
someone somehow conjured up
some ATS girls from Brussels or
Antwerp. It caused some diffi-
culties owing to the mixed sex
toilet, a guard having to be placed
allowing troops and ATS in at
intervals.

Christmas Day started for me
with a super breakfast in the baker’s
house and an embarrassment. As
I was sat on the loo, Belgian type,
outside with no door, the lady of
the house walked in, said ‘Good
morning’, picked up her yard
broom and started to sweep the
snow away!

Dinner was in the hall with all
the trimmings and then back to
the bakers for a really memorable
Christmas tea and evening. I've’
always considered that the best
Christmas I’ve ever had.

Helena, the girl who invited me
to her house, eventually married a
British soldier and when I last saw
her in 1959 had a shop in
Wespelaar. — Gnr Artificer
Roger Driscoll, Higham,
Rochester, Kent.




In hospital

I spent Christmas 1944 in a military
hospital in Ostend after being
evacuated from Mechelen in
Belgium due to the Ardennes
attack.

On the top floor were all
Germans who had been wounded.
We were a mixed bunch of English,
Canadians, Poles, Czechs, Dutch,
Belgians — all with a different
story.

The Canadians broke every rule
of the hospital and drove the
matron and her staff round the
bend. They got drunk and had
fights amongst themselves and
were always grabbing the nurses.

On Christmas Day we had the
usual festivities and after dinner
the Canadians produced several
large postal sacks and invited the
staff to take a ‘Lucky Dip’. The
matron dipped and brought out
her parcel and was told to wait
until all the staff had their parcels
before she opened hers.

On opening hers she had a bed
pan, and of course there were
plenty of bottles etc and plenty of
laughter. All the aforementioned
articles were later replaced by
decent presents.

During my stay in hospital in
Ostend harbour a lot of Corvettes
blew up and smashed the windows
of the hospital. While the ex-
plosions were taking place the
nurses made us get under the tables
for protection, whilst they were
running around dealing with the
wounded from the Corvettes. They
were very brave girls. — Sapper
P T Beaton (R Engineers),
Clacton-on-Sea, Essex.

Light from the
neighbours

* I was a REME technician attached
to D Troop, 323 HAA Battery of
103 HAA Regiment RA, which
had been in NW Europe since
D-Day.

I had joined in Belgium during
October 1944, to service and
maintain their new American radar
and electronic predictor recently
issued, after the success of this
anti-aircraft equipment against the
V1 flying bombs in England.

The Regiment was stationed at
Rixensout, about 20 miles south
east of Brussels and having already
been stationed here for three weeks
was anticipating being in this
village over Christmas.

Unfortunately for our plans and
Christmas preparations, the Regi-
ment was ordered to leave Rixen-
sout on 15 December and after
two further moves, D Troop
arrived in Knocke/Zoute, on the
Belgian coast on 23 December.

Most of the troop were in tents,
but a large house across the road
from the gun site was taken over
‘for cookhouse/Sergeants’ Mess
etc.

The troop commander, Capt F
C Conyers, asked me if I could
possibly do anything to overcome
this serious problem.

We did have our own electric
generator for the radar and other
electrical equipment but there was
no cable to cover the long distance
between it and the house.

Fortunately, the house next door
was occupied by a Belgian family
and their electric supply was on.
After asking their permission, we
were able to run a cable from one
of their power sockets into the
house we had taken over.

As most of the internal wiring
was suspect it was necessary to
run separate cables to most of the

hoarded for Christmas and New
Year, and it looked now as if the
effort had been in vain, but on 24
December we were at Maastricht.

Major Ian Campbell of Ardu-
aine, my company commander,
decided that we’d celebrate
Christmas Day on the day, fully
knowing that yet another order to
move would result in us throwing
away partly cooked food and even
worse, partly consumed booze!

The latter was an important con-
sideration, because alcohol in
Holland and Belgium in the winter
of 1944 in an infantry battalion
didn’t go much further than a tot
of rum (a metal Oxo tin was the
measure).

rooms (kindly supplied by Signals
Section).

The cooks worked through the
night of the 23rd and 24th and due
to them we were able to have a
most enjoyable Christmas.

This had been my third Christ-
mas in the Army, but it was by far
the best, due to the enthusiasm
and hard work of all concerned.

We srayed until 31 December
when we moved a few miles to
Heyst.

I am still wondering if our
Belgian neighbour had to pay for
all the electricity used over the
Christmas period! — Cfn D G
James, Swansea.

Wehrmacht brandy

In December 1944 I was a platoon
commander with 7th Battalion The
Argyll and Sutherland High-
landers, and snug in a seminary in
St Michiels-Gilstel near ’s-
Hertogenbosch, concentrated
under one roof for the first time
since June, when we left UK for
Normandy.

On 19 December we enjoyed a
visit from an ENSA show, the first
ever to get down to battalion level,
as far as we were concerned.

At the end of the show, the CO,
Angus Mackinnon, called us all
together and announced that we
were ready to move in one hour!
We set off south through a wintry
night, to meet the German attack
in the Ardennes.

Considerable ‘goodies’ had been

Never mind the weather! Pause for
infantrymen fighting in Italy, winter
of '44.

To bring a touch of joy to our
dry lives, the finest Corps Com-
mander in the British Army,
General Brian Horrocks, com-
mander of 30 Corps, arranged a
distribution of captured German
stocks to all units to help celebrate
Christmas.

Fresh meat (pork, I think) was
issued, instead of compo. The
owner of the local cafe willingly let
us have the run of his premises,
and the company sat down to the
best meal we could produce, served
by the officers and NCOs, in accord
with the best traditions.

The Wehrmacht brandy was
produced in time for the highlight
of our day, when again courtesy of
the cafe owner and his radio, we
sat in silence and listened to the
Christmas Day message from King
George VI, after which we drank
his health.

Perhaps because contrary to
modern myth, infantrymen did not
have radios that could pick up the
BBC, the feelings of links with
home that day were especially
strong.

They, together with the main-
tenance of old regimental traditions
and the unusual concentration of
the whole company under one roof,
made an impression on a 22-year-
old subaltern which to this day
brings back memories of all the
things that are good in regimental

soldiering — homeland, comrades
and pride of unit.

As soon as we had eaten and
drunk our fill the word came to
move again, this time to Liege,
leading to New Year at Huy —but
that’s another story. —Lt Col G
P Wood MC, The Castle,
Stirling.

Sugar beet rum

I spent Christmas 1944 with the
5th Bn Duke of Cornwall’s Light
Infantry, part of 43rd Wessex
Division which had moved into a
long-stop position when the antici-
pated breakthrough of the German
Army in the Ardennes threatened
the British lines of communication
and the port of Antwerp.

A series of defensive positions
had been prepared and No 7
Platoon occupied a group of farm
buildings at Bilsen in East Belgium,
ready to move forward at very short
notice if required to counter attack.
The weather was cold, wet and
foggy.

All was quiet on Christmas Day
and the cooks produced a very
acceptable dinner of chicken and
tinned ‘duff’ which was augmented
by aliberated pig killed and dressed
by a young butcher from South-
ampton.

Sergeant Peter Fowle i

One bottle of beer was issued
per man including a few that
appeared on the parade strength
for ration purposes but in reality
had been missing for some time.

We also possessed a barrel of
German Army rum made from
sugar beet, which would have had
nothing to commend it in Civvy *
street, but tasted like nectar.

We did have some music because
an ex-AA gunner, drafted into the
infantry much to his delight, played
an old piano he had found in the
farmhouse. We sang all the wrong
words to all the right hymn tunes,
and a few songs that proved that
the saviour was a rugby enthusiast
as well.

The nearest we got to dancing
girls were a couple of confused

continued on page 22
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continued from page 21

Belgian farm women of indeter-
minable age and built like Sherman
tanks. I don’t think they were quite
sure which army we were.

The platoon still contained a few
of the original Cornish Territorials
after six months of intense
aggressive fighting, and as mostly
they didn’t drink, they were easily
persuaded by a whip round to act
as sentries while the rest of us
finished off the rum.

We awoke next morning with

‘'monumental hangovers, covered

with the straw and dust.

In the distance we heard our
own divisional artillery cough and
thud, accompanied by the steady
beat of the 8th Middlesex MMGs,
and we realised that on this rather
special day in the Christian
calendar, Hebrews 13:8 in the Bible
was right — ‘Jesus Christ, the same
yesterday, today and tomorrow!’
— Sgt Peter Fowle, Hartley
Vale, Plymouth.

Cheese and corned
beef

At Christmas 1944 I was serving
with the 1st Bn The Oxfordshire
and Buckinghamshire Light In-
fantry as part of the 53rd (Welsh)
Division.

Just before Christmas the Div-
ision was preparing for the
Reichwald Forest drive which,
subsequently, had to be postponed.

Von Runstedt had commenced
his drive through the Ardennes in
the hope of regaining some lost
ground. For reasons best known

to the commanders, it was neces-
sary to reinforce the American

. forces.

By now we had moved to an
area close to Waterloo where we
had hoped to spend Christmas.
Arrangements with local families
were well in hand.

The dreaded word came that
the Regiment would move off in
Kangaroos (infantry carrying
Sherman-type tanks with turrets
removed) to the Ardennes.

Christmas ‘dinner’ was served
at breakfast on 25 December 1944
— one cheese and one corned beef
sandwich. Needless to say, the
journey was far from comfortable
since there was heavy snow.

Arrival at Namur was a historical
occasion for the regiment because
forces from our 2nd Battalion (part
of the Airborne Division) had also
arrived to ease the pressure off the
Yanks.
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Yes, a few of us managed to
make the period festive — we
found an American Headquarters
having a whale of a party with all
the goodies that go to make
Christmas, including turkey and
nuts, They made us most welcome
in spite of the smell of sweat and
fumes.

After the ball was over, it was
time to take over at the sharp end
at a small village overlooking a town
called Marche. It was to be a
foxhole home but with buildings
back at the village where troops
could bath, catch up with mail,
and change their socks. Frostbite
was another enemy with which we
had to contend.

After a couple of months, with
Christmas 1944 a memory not to
be treasured, we moved back to
get on with the Reichwald Forest
job.

Ah, they were happy days —the
good old days. — Major A H
Morley, Chapmanslade, West-
bury, Wilts.

L]
Casualties
I was serving with the 33rd Field
Surgical Unit RAMC as an
operating theatre assistant. Qur
small unit was out of the field
resting at a Dutch school in
Helmond, Holland.

On that Christmas morning we
had all gathered at the billet of our
surgeon, Major Denley-Clarke, to
exchange greeting cards and gifts
and have a Christmas drink with
the Dutch family with whom he
was billeted.

At about 10.30, some German
fighter-bombers swept low over
the town dropping bombs and
machine gunning the streets. It
must have lasted only a short while.

Then all our anti-aircraft guns
round about plus anything else that
could fire opened up (too late).

Our Major said: “Come on, we
shall be wanted” and away we all
dashed along the road to the local
hospital (which I believe was called
Nazareth House).

The hospital was run by the
Sisters of Mercy who were very
pleased to see us, for by this time
casualties were arriving, mostly
civilians including women and
children who had been hurt. In
short, we started operating in their
theatre dealing with the serious
cases, and all thoughts of Christmas
were pushed aside. — Pte Patrick
Brown, Barnes, London.

White Christmas

I served with the 5th London
Corps Signals, a TA unit, a fine
unit, mostly all Londoners from
Fulham.

Being with 5 Corps HQ we went
through the North African cam-
paign with the First Army.

Then on to Italy in 1943, by
Christmas 1944 having reached
North Italy towards the Austrian

Border, finally finishing in Vellach,
Austria 1945.

Christmas 1944 in North
Italy ... weather, snowing . .. Ger-
mans still shelling on Christmas
Day. Operational in action.

With some sections always
detached from Corps HQ, those
responsible — OC section and
section sergeants — always do their
best for entertainment at Christmas
for the lads. Always visited by CO,
RSM, Company Commander and
CSM.

Christmas fare as per NAAFI
issue, two bottles of beer per man,

Warrant Officers’ and Sergeants’
Mess decided to have a photograph
taken as this could be the last one
together. Christmas dinner 1944,
was held on Boxing Day. — WO2
S E ] Chambers (Royal Corps
of Signals), Gillingham, Kent.

POW as a guest
Christmas 1944 found me in 22nd
General Hospital in Taranto, Italy,
suffering from a perforated ear
drum caused by shell blast at

On Christmas Eve, the sisters
came in procession round the
wards, carrying lanterns and
singing carols, a most moving
experience.

On Christmas morning, every
patient received presents from the
Red Cross, including a khaki tie
and it was about this time that
other ranks were permitted to wear
them.

Every patient that could get up
was to have Christmas dinner in
the main dining room, and one of
the soldiers in the ward suggested
that as Hans (I cannot recall his
surname) was such a willing and
friendly helper he should be invited
to have dinner with us instead of
being locked up in the POW ward.

Everybody agreed and Hans said
he would like to. So we borrowed
a non-POW marked jacket and
trousers, warned him not to speak
to anyone in authority and took
him with us.

All went well and Hans had his
Christmas dinner in the company
of his erstwhile enemies. The next
day the German Sergeant Major
thanked me on behalf of the

Ospedaletto in September.

22nd General was, I believe, a
pre-war Liverpool Territorial Field
Ambulance and most of the staff
were from Liverpool and had
carried out exercises with the TA
battalions of my regiment.

I was classified as an ‘up patient’
and as a Sergeant was put in charge
of the ward kitchen. This was a
pleasant duty and involved drawing
the meals from the main kitchen,
preparing tea and sandwiches for
the doctors and sisters of the ward
and making and distributing the
evening Ovaltine.

I was helped in this by a Fusilier
Coomber of the 2nd Royal
Northumberland Fusiliers and an
Austrian from the POW ward. He
was the same age as myself, 20,
and was very hardworking and
polite.

He was also very worried when
we showed him the maps in the
Eighth Army News showing the
Russian advances in the East, with
the arrows getting closer to his
home.

prisoners for looking after Hans.
There may not have been peace
on earth that Christmas, but there
was at least a little goodwill. —
Sgt A ] Moore, (2nd Bn The
King’s Regiment Liverpool)),
Waterloo, Liverpool.

Halt at Basra

The Royal Sussex Band was
fortunate to be attached to RAF
Basra for Christmas 1944. The
band had been travelling from
Teheran to Egypt doing one night
and two night concerts, thén
moving on across the desert.

I think we had covered 86,000
miles by the time we came home
in 1947,

Yes we were certaintly glad to
be at Basra for Christmas 1944,
Needless to say we gave a concert
at 8pm Christmas Day.

I still have the menu, with all
the signatures of the band on the
back. —Band Sgt G J Hyde,
Wilingdon Trees, Eastbourne,
East Sussex.

.
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- THE FEDERATION of Army
- Wives Clubs’ second AGM took
-.ﬁlacc at Blackdown Camp,
hosted by SE District. Mrs
Eileen Parker, in the chair,
- welcomed representatives from
‘all over the UK, especially
welcoming the new affiliated

- members from Northern Ire-

'; _ land.
- They came together, not only

2 to hear how the Federation had

grown in strength, size and
involvement with the Army but to
hear guest speaker, Baroness
Phillips, Her Majesty’s Lord

who as President of the National
Association of Womens Clubs,
gave a talk on how wives and
_ mothers can play an important part
in the their community.

She said involvement of all kinds
can help the shy person, increase
confidence and widen horizons,
and stressed voluntary work is as
important as ever. She illustrated
the talk with many amusing stories.

Baronness Phillips stayed to
lunch and met many wives.

Lady Kitson was confirmed as

Chairman until mid-85, when she

will become President. -
Lady Huxtable was appointed

Chairman designate, with Vice-

Chairman Lady Akehurst.

Reports were circulated by the
sub-committee chairmen. Julia
Payne, Army Wives Concern
Chairman dealt with a wide variety
of topics raised by the districts,
from initiating a survey on wives
employment to voluntary work,
and handicapped children.

On the Education Committee,

~ Valerie Menzies has undertakena |

number of visits to MOD and
civilian centres, covered the Open
University and TOPS courses.
Valerie also made the point that
with our huge population of
. under-sevens these children need
more than educational and pastoral
care, whether in UK or overseas.

Julie Davis, who has specific
responsibility link with the PPA,
summed up her report: “In the
~_short time that I have been doing
this job it has become ap}:arem
that there is a great need for co-
ordination and support to the
many hardworking people pro-

viding playgroup facilities for the

under-fives within Service com-
munities.”

Monica Jackson (Furniture and
Furnishing), and Jenny Scott
(Quartering) both have ‘hot pota-
toes’ to deal with and can’t please
everyone.

- Carpets, curtains and get-you-
in packs, were a few of the subjects

covered. On carpets, Monica said

it will now be mandatory to have
the date the carpet was i1ssued on
the MQ inventory.

Jenny reported that she and
other district quartering represen-
tatives have now been included in
both the planning stages of quarters
and modernisation programmes.

Overall, many more invitations

-were received in districts to view

and comment on new housing and

‘modernisation projects.

Anne Armstrong reviews I’AWC meeting

Lieutenant of Greater London,

BARONESS GIVES
WIVES A BIG BOOST

Baroness Phillips, right, and Libby Knight admltlng clowns made by
members of the Kneller Hall Wives Club. Picture: Paul Haley.

One district furnishing and
quarters representative, Mrs Pyrah,
improved safety catches fitted to
bedroom windows.

“I keep an on-going list of
queries from district committee
meetings and letters but we still
have two fundmental problems in
quartering.

“Occupants’ expectations are
generally much higher than the
funds available and apathy is very
apparent in some areas. When 165
survey forms on heating costs were
sent out, only six of the anonymous
forms were returned. We still have
a long way to go.” said Jenny.

Jennifer Swabey, a one-time
critic of NAAFI found herself in
the position of having to justify
her criticism, so the NAAFI
representative has concentrated
this year on educating herself about
the workings of NAAFI from the
HQ London to the shops.

The keenness of NAAFI HQ
to help was shown when the
Managing Director of NAAFI
invited all FAWC NAAFI rep-
resentatives to a meeting in London
to ‘see NAAFI.

Despite the geographical spread
of wives clubs, many meetings were
held and an excellent two-way
communications between the mili-
tary organisations and the wives

has been established. The high-
light must be the invitiation from

the Adjutant General to the

FAWC to attend his seminar.

CONGRATULATIONS FROM
THE ADJUTANT GENERAL

FOUR years ago the first Wives

Seminar was held at Bagshot Park. That

seminar was @ test to see if such a
gathering would be beneficial, both

for the wives as much as for MOD.
Would such a gathering undermine

the chain of command?
Four years on these initial fears have

been dispelled, for it proved to be a

constructive and worthwhilc annual

_ meeting,
The change of format was wciv -

comed_ as a constructive way of
formulating wives ideas, suggestions
and so on.

Each syndicate had 10 wives who,

with the appropriate civilian and
military experts and advisers, produced
constructive reports on DHSS benefits,
education, NAAFI, wives’ employ-
ment, resettlement and housing.

The reports will be distributed to all
districts and where necessary further
decision and comment will take place
with the wives.

It was found that notonlj diditair

the subject, but the wives, civilian and

ALL new organisations are
viewed by some with scepti-
cism and cynicism and the
Federation was no excep-
| tion.

Wives involvement with
the Army was at first viewed
with much concern.

“The chain of command
in jeopardy” and “what can
‘they’ offer” were among the
points made. :

However, in just two years
these and many other fears
were swept aside, and we
hope that those who had
reservations about the
Federation can see the con-
tribution which the member
wives clubs have made by
reading the reports on the
AGM and seminar.

This was summed up by
the Adjutant General,
General Sir Roland Guy,
during his address to the
representatives at the UKLF
Seminar, when he both
encouraged and welcomed
the contribution wives can
give.

“Good luck” he said. We
all echo his words as the
Federation looks forward to
a challenging 1985.

Best wishes to everyone
for a Happy Christmas and
New Year.

- address given by General Sir Roland

~my full support for all you
'mmpdngmdmﬁmdl.uck"

military, found they learned a lot about
the special difficulties which sur-
mundmdeachtopm They also apprecia-
ted this opportunity to meet, di
and explain their own particular fiel

The highlight of the day was the

Guy, the Adjutant General. =
He gave a masterful talk on the
important of wives in the Serviee
family community, stressing that a
content and ﬁappy soldier is a gaod_ _
soldier, ‘
He placed grcat :mpomnoe on
communication in all the many strands
which are involved with service life.

His talk was far-reachingbuthedid
emphasise the important part the
Federation of Army Wives Clubs could
play in Service life, and congratulated
the wives on the progress they had
made and he concluded: “I do
congratulate you all on what you have
achieved and you can be assured
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Writer Graham Smith and photographer Paul Haley confinue
their Far Eastern journey on this and the following four

3‘08’ Kovg : | pages. They begin with a surprise. ..

 STRONG BRITISH ARM IS
" HANDY WITH CROSSBOW
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_The river marks the border; the
vessel is Chinese. Behind it, the

VERY TIME the infantry-
men of the 1st Battalion,
The 22nd (Cheshire) Regi-
ment go out on day or
night patrol on Hong Kong's
border with China the preliminary
order is a simple one: “On your
bikes, lads!” . '

In the Colony since February,
the Cheshires are involved in
maintaining the integrity of the
26-mile-long Anglo-Sino land
frontier with China, demarcated
by a 12-foot-high electronically-
sensored wire fence through which
numbers of Chinese still make bids
to enter affluent Hong Kong
illegally. They are known as IIs.

" The Cheshires mounted patrols
for up to 10 weeks annually on the
metalled roads snaking alongside
the perimeter fence on ‘grandad’
or sit-up-and-beg bikes. '

Up until now, that is. For they
have started to take on a new breed
d’wlocipedghelovedofscboolboys
all over the UK and renowned for

involyed in internal security (IS)

in the sprawling, mountainous
New Territories to the north of
the Kowloon peninsula, for disaster

relief (Hong Kong is in the typhoon

belt) and limited war training.
The battalion is based 30 miles
to the south at Stanley Fort where
its 367 families live, a two-hour
drive from the land frontier area.
Along the electronically-sensi-
tive fence any movements against
it such as climbing or cutting or
even a cow rubbing its rump
against it sets off a light on a panel

in a control room at Man Kam To, -

on a TAOR or Tactical Area of
Responsibility board.

Once alerted toa happemng at
any given point then a four-man
Quick Reaction Force (QRF) is
sent out to investigate and, if
necessary, apprehend before
handing over the IIs to the Royal
Hong Kong Police who get in touch
with members of the Chinese
People’s Armed Police (PAP) on
the other side of the fence. The
detainees are transported by
coaches.

Imqimlly,ttseems,mosmfﬂm.: |
Ilsmtendmcmstbcbm‘detzq'r |

m-mmmw...am :lunod!or!

(BMX
FASHION!)

See also colour picture —
back page.
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determined and skilful fence
thwarter can be up and over the
topmost concentina wire in some-
thing like twelve seconds!

One man who had tried to evade
the patrols was found to be wearing
four shirts and two pairs of trousers
in an effort to bolster himself
against the top layer barbed wire.

As one seasoned Cheshire officer
observed: “Our boys are profes-
sional soldiers with Northern
Ireland experience yet it is
probably one of the most difficult
jobs they can be called upon to do
psychologically. What are they
going to do in the case of a six-
year-old child? The law is clear —
send him back. It’s very, very
difficult.”

Major Mike Huntress, OC
Support Company, said: “In May
and June we had 400 at the border
over four weeks and the total had
risen to 660 in five weeks. We have
four Companies out, three on the
border and one on the flanks in
the sea areas of the New Terri-
tories. Up until now we have only
had a dozen BMX bikes on which
I believe the Gurkhas completed

of them. A sort of ‘wheelies’
E border, if you like. Itmlkes

ant Colonel Peter

from two years in

cow's rump movement flashes a

warning light on the TAOR board;
but it's usually cutting and cli

.

marks up how well they have done
by how well we are doing as the
only British battalion within the
resident Gurkha Field Force. We
are very aware we are the only
British battalion and that we are
setting the standards.’

The area in which the Cheshires
have to help maintain the integrity
of the border with China has been

Man Kam To Op.

i its way towards Sﬂrlmﬁ Inlet, '
| about 26 miles long

Running along its path, the 12-
foot-high fence which must have
signalled lucrative business for the
hardware stores of the mainland
to its north judging by the
collection of pliers and other
improvised wire cutters confiscated
from the unsuccessful fugitives.

In 1979 the border hoppers were

| coming over in their thousands.
- The numbers have tailed off

 significantly since those high

incursion days but vigilance is
never relaxed.

The Cheshires do approximately
10 weeks on border duties a year,
two tours of four and six weeks,
sharing the task with four other
infantry battalions, these from the
Brigade of Gurkhas.

Also busy on the border are men
of the Hong Kong Military Service
Corps (sei: SOLDIER 3 Decem-
ber).

Major Humress sald Fhe

High-powered binos scan the
Special Economic Zone from the

Hétdde& “‘We don’t know how
many we capture peroenmge-w:se
You never get to know the starting
figure. We do know that some of
them have been on the roads for
up to three weeks before they reach
the land frontier here at the Special
Economic Zone (SEZ) and the
town of Shenzhen, which is being
developed for tourists. Ten years
ago it was just a scncs of paddy
fields.”

Back to the control room TAOR
board it is not unusual for them to
have 120 warnings a day of some
contact by someone or something
along a 10-mile stretch of fence.

Butone thing is sure. The advent
of the BMX has put a whole new
interesting and rejuvenating vitality
into patrolling Hong Kong’s land
frontier with her Chinese neigh-
bour to the north.

ol e

Away from H ail. . .

- -Hong Kong is just not hlgh-rlu
blocks. 1t has beaches, too, for
recrenllor; #Ilte this one noar
ﬂepuiu ny
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HoRong

HE AMERICANS are

so impressed they think

it is among the best

there is. The Australi-
ans and the New Zealanders,
too. Germany, Pakistan and
Sweden have sent their dip-
lomats there. All give a glowing
seal of approval.

All are enthusing about the
Ministry of Defence Chinese
Language School (MOD CLS)
tucked away in a section of Hong
Kong’s Kowloon peninsula under
its commandant Major Richard
Booker and Chief Instructor,
Caprain Mick Roberts both of the
Royal Army Educational Corps
and fluent in Mandarin and Can-
tonese respectively.

For the intensity and level of
the two-year courses they and their
dozen full and part-time staff run
at the school, anyone in the UK,
paying commercially, could expect
to pay £15,000 over the same
period in private tuition.

Currently there are 23 students
enrolled for a variety of courses
including Army personnel who
have distinct needs for differing
duties.

The charter of the school is to
give primary courses in written
Chinese with spoken Mandarin or
Cantonese, the former being the
norm as the Chinese authorities
are insisting on its propagation
throughout their nation with a
third or fourth revision of ortho-
graphy.

The course for military in-
terpreter in Hong Kong, for
instance lasts for two years and, at
the end of it, students sit the Civil
Service (UK) Interpreter Exam-
ination.

During its teaching the course
comprises four six-month phases
each of which contain at least 20
training weeks, a total of 80 weeks
study.

“On top of these sessions
students are expected to study
further at home in the afternoon
and at night for at least another
four hours,” said Major Booker.
“This consolidates what they have
learnt that particular day and helps
them prepare material for the
following day. Internal evaluations
are held regularly throughout each
of the four phases.”

Other courses available at the
school which moved from Lyenum
Barracks on Hong Kong Island to
its present temporary accommo-
dation in Osborn Barracks serve
diplomats, special courses in
Mandarin for United States
28
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Two students, including a diplomat's wife,
mastering the board written hieroglyphics.

ALL CHINESE TO STUDENTS

IN ‘TOP FORM’ SCHOOL

Foreign Area Officers (FAOs) and
secondary courses to linguist level,
again qualified by Civil Service
Commission exams, in Cantonese
and Mandarin.

A language lab, tape-recorders,
film and slide projectors and video
TV equipment help the process of
language acquisition.

Captain Roberts, who served in
the Intelligence Corps for 19 years
before re-mustering into the RAEC
in 1980, has been at the school
since last year and is on his fourth
tour in Hong Kong.

He said: “Material is constantly
being produced and up-dated and
most of the texts used for military
lessons, newspaper lessons and
situational interpreting material are
produced from within the school.”

Yet not all volunteers who wish
to master Mandarin or conquer
Cantonese manage to do so and
the staff, scrupulously fair, tell
them. The pupil-teacher continu-
ation ends there.

“You have to have a good voice,
a good ear to succeed in Chinese,”
said Major Booker. ‘“One written
word can have 32 characters but
such words are now being modified
to just six characters. It is also
tiring on the eyes. I bought myself
a magnifying glass straight away.

“The Chinese language has
about 7,500 characters, and it is
said that a 2,400-word vocabularly
will give you a 97 per cent working
knowledge for Chinese literature.
We teach 3,500 words over a two-
year period.”

* Rough translation: Chineseis a language full of characters
: — all 7,500 of them!
Forthe purists: Chinese is nothing but Chinese characters
' — in total, 7,500

Back in 1967 students had to
make do with a two-year London
University course but that was later
abandoned because no military
vocabulary was included.

“Mandarin will probably be the
language in Hong Kong after 1997
and it’s already on the ascendency.
Our drop-out rate of students is
very low.

“Apart from a good voice and
ear they must be willing to make a
fool of themselves while practising.
Chinese grammar is quite simple
but the pronunciation is hard yet
the very simplistic nature of the
grammar can make that part
difficule.* \

The direction of reading can be
confusing at times.

Captain Roberts said: “It is
normally left to right but news-
papers go from top to bottom
depending on the lay-out of the
pages. The trick there is to find
out where the stary starts.

“We teach Cantonese here for
those who might be involved in
duties with such formations as the
Hong Kong Military Service Corps
(HKMSC) or with the Hong Kong
government.

“The first eight weeks are purely
oral with the pinyin or romanis-
ation phase starting in week nine.
Mandarin has four tones; Can-
tonese has nine of them.”

Among the students is the
Defence Attache designate for
Peking next autumn. Wives, too,
are taught “‘social vocabulary”.

Mandarin and Cantonese are the
same when written, say the tutors,
itis only the spoken versions which
make them different.

I's not easy. Brush work on the words ‘to implore’ (left). This one (above)
is even longer. It means ‘depression’.

Exams are tough and demand-
ing. A 45-minute, four-part oral
section and a three-hour written
paper for Servicemen.

Those under test are relaxed
with innocuous daily conversation
then the real interpreting starts;
passages into and from Chinese
and English, a situation setting
where a Chinese might be visiting
a NATO exercise or firm and needs
things explaining; more tests of
written and oral expression on tri-
Service word-power; instant com-
prehension of newspaper pieces in
the same fashion; tests on incursive
or joined-up writing.

Major Booker, one of only a
handful of Chinese speakers within
the RAEC, said: “We could fill
this school with diplomats if it were
a private concern. We have as high
a reputation as they have seen
anywhere for teaching Chinese.

“In the UK the going rate for
private tuition is about £8 an hour.
All of our students before they
come here have to take an aptitude
test”’.

Another testament came from
Lieutenant Colonel /Aike Byrnes,
US Army, who is atiached to the
Hong Kong-based A merican con-
sulate who said: ““We consider your

Major Richard Booker, RAEC,
School Commandant: “You need
a good voice and ear to succeed in
Chinese.

MOD School of Chinese to be
superior to those run by the
Americans in Taiwan and Mon-
terey in California which has the
Defense Language Institute.
“This school in Hong Kong has
a very good reputation and must
be one of the best of its kind in the
world. We are developing Ameri-
can programmes on methods of
teaching used here to meet our
needs.”
Captain Mick Roberts, RAEC, a

Cantonese expert, seen here in
language lab classroom.
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The first Christmas of World War 1

THE TRUTH BEHIND
FAMOUS TRUCE

by William Moore

T HAD become such a

lovely war, snipers happy

and the infantry taking an

intelligent interest in whizz-
bangs, when some clever-clogs in
field grey showed off his English
by shouting Christmas greetings
across the lines.

Before you could say Jack
Johnson, 303 Private Atkins, T
replied ‘. . . wot nice carols you sung
last night Fritz,” and everything
went to pot.

It is fascinating to speculate just
who was the first soldier to climb
unarmed into no-man’s land on
Friday, 25 December, 1914.

British or German? Recklessly

or warily? Did it really happen?

Everywhere?

The truth? The famous truce
was spontaneous in origin but local
in application.

Opposite a barttalion of the
London Regiment of Messines on
Christmas Eve the Germans
hoisted and lit up a pine tree. At
l11pm (midnight in Berlin) they
gave three cheers and an astonished
British wiring party listened to a
‘Stille Nacht’ baritone solo.

Peacefully between the trenches
the next day scores of Londoners
met the enemy... small, be-

spectacled Saxons who resented
the presence of hefty Prussian
snipers based permanently in the
sector.

An officer noted that no
Germans wore pickelhaubes
(spiked helmets).

At Houplines, seasonal greetings
were held up on notice boards
above both parapets.

Two men of the 2nd Royal
Welsh Fusiliers, minus equipment
and rifles, left their trench. Two
Germans responded.

Handshakes were a signal for a
general exodus. The British com-
pany commander gave up trying
to stop his men and joined them.

From his counterpart he
accepted two barrels of beer —
trundled over the shell torn ground
— and gave a plum pudding in
return.

Schnappes were produced — on
a tray with glasses — and healths
drunk. Silence fell when the
trenches were re-occupied and the
RWF were relieved late on Boxing
Day without incident.

Near Plugstreet Wood, the 1st
Royal Fusiliers and the opposition
took only one day off — both using
it to dig new trenches undisturbed.
It was easier than mucking out the

old ones.

According to one report the
truce lasted in places until the New
Year (such as on the London
Regiment’s front).

There were said to be soccer
matches and the Official History
mentions even the signing of Auld
Lang Syne.

This goodwill (though it materi-
alised even on the Russian front)
was not universal.

A bitter battle was raging near
Festubert where the South Wales
Borderers had lost 220 men when
relieved on Christmas Eve.

The French attacked in the
Champagne and in the Vostges on
Christmas Day.

The ‘truce’ shocked our Allies
and some commanders. There
was no repetition in 1915.

By then no-one was saying ‘. . . it
will all be over by Christmas’.

“you didn’t HAVE to head it!”

YOUR GUIDE TO ARMY MUSEUMS -2

Want somewhere interesting to take your family during the Christmas
holiday period? Then why not consider a visit to one — or more! — of the
many interesting military museums? We began a guide in the last issue
(3 December). Now here are some more for your consideration...

BEVERLEY. East Yorkshire (The
Prince of Wales’s Own Regiment
of Yorkshire) Regiment Museum,
11 Butcher Row, Beverley, North Hum-
berside HU17 0AA. Telephone Bever-
ley 882157. Hours: Tues to Fri 2-4,
organised parties by appointment Mon
to Fri 9-12 and 2-4.30. Closed Sat,
Sun and Bank Hols.

Museum of Army Transport,
Flemingate, Beverley, North Hum-
berside HUI7 ONG. Telephone
Beverley 860445. Hours: Daily 10-5
except Christmas Day.
BLACKBURN. East Lancashire
Regimental Museum, Blackburn
Museum and Art Gallery, Library
Street, Blackburn, Lancs BBl 7AJ.
Telephone Blackburn 667130. Hours:
Mon to Fri 9.30-6, Sat 9.30-5.
BLANDFORD FORUM. Royal
Signals Museum, Blandford Camp,
Blandford Forum, Dorset DT11 8RH.
Telephone Blandford 52581 (or Bland-
ford mil.) ext 248. Hours: Mon to Fri
9-12.30 and 2-4.30.

BODMIN. The Duke of Cornwall’s
Light Infantry Regimental
Museum, The Keep, Bodmin, Corn-
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wall PL31 1EG. Telephone Bodmin
2810. Hours: Mon to Fri 9.30-12.30
and 2-4.30.

BOVINGTON CAMP. Royal
Armoured Corps Tank Museum
and Royal Tank Regiment Museum,
Bovington Camp, near Wareham,
Dorset BH20 6]G. Telephone Bindon
Abbey 462721 (or Bovington mil) ext
463. Hours: Daily 10-5. Closed for two
weeks over Christmas and New Year.
BURY. Regimental Museum of the
Lancashire Fusiliers, Wellington
Barracks, Bury, Lancs. Telephone
061-764-2208. Hours: 9-5, closed
Thursdays and Bank Hols.

BURY ST EDMUNDS. Suffolk
Regiment Museum (also Cambridge
Regiment TA), The Keep, Gibraltar
Barracks, Out Risbygate Street, Bury
St Edmunds, Suffolk IP33 3RN.
Telephone Bury St Edmunds 2394.
Hours: Mon to Fri 10-12 and 2-4,
weekends by appointment.
CAMBERLEY. National Army
Museum (Armies of Honourable East
India Company, Imperial Indian
Army, former Irish regiments and
Colonial Forces), Royal Military

Academy, Sandhurst, Camberley, Sur-
rey. Telephone Camberley 63344,
Hours: by appointment only.

Staff College Museum, Cam-
berley, Surrey. Tel: Camberley 63344.
Hours: by appointment only.

Royal Army Ordnance Corps
Museum, RAOC Training Centre,
Blackdown Barracks, Deepcut, Cam-
berley, Surrey. Telephone Aldershot
2443] (or Aldershot mil) ext Black-
down 516. Hours: Mon to Fri 8.30-
12.30 and 1.30-4.30.

CANTERBURY. The Buffs Regi-
mental Museum, The Royal
Museum, High Street, Canterbury,
Kent CT1 2JF. Telephone Canterbury
52747. Hours: Mon to Sat 10-5.

The Queens Regimental
Museum, Howe Barracks, Canter-
bury, Kent CT11]Y. Telephone 57411
(or Canterbury mil) ext 253. Hours:
9.30-12.30 and 2-4.30, closed Bank hols.

CARLISLE. The Border Regiment
and King’s Own Royal Border
Regiment Museum, Queen Mary’s
Tower, The Castle, Carlisle, Cumbria
CA3 BUR. Telephone Carlisle 32774.
Hours: 15 March to 15 October 9.30-
6.30 daily, 16 October to 14 March
9.30-4, Sun 2-4.

CHATHAM. Museum ol‘ the Royal
Corps of Engineers, Brompton

Barracks, Chatham, Kent ME4 4UG.
Telephone Medway 44555 ext 312,
Hours: Mon to Fri 9-4, weekends by
appointment.

CHELMSFORD. Chelmsford and
Essex Museum (The Essex Regi-
ment), Oaklands Park, Moulsham
Street, Chelmsford, Essex CM29AQ.
Telephone Chelmsford 260614. Hours:
Mon to Sat 10-5, Sun 2-5.
CHESTER. Chester Military
Museum (5th Royal Inniskilling
Dragoon Guards, 3rd Carabiniers, The
Cheshire Yeomanry, The 22nd
[Cheshire] Regiment), The Castle,
Chester CHI 2DN. Telephone Chester
27617. Hours: daily 9-5. 7
COLNE. British in India Museum,
Sun Street, Colne, Lancs BBS 0]1.
Telephone Burley 63129. Hours: May

- to Sept Sat and Sun 2-5.

DERBY. Regimental Museum of
the 9th/12th Royal Lancers (Prince -
of Wales's), Derby City Museums and
Art Gallery, The Strand, Derby DE1
1BS. Telephone Derby 31111 ext 782.
Hours: Tues to Sat 10-5.
DONCASTER. Doncaster Museum
and Art Gallery (local Yeomanry,
Militia, Volunteer and Territorial units)
Chequer Lane, Doncaster, S. Yorks.
Telephone Doncaster 62095. Hours:
weekdays 10-5, closed Fri, Sun 2-5.
@® TO BE CONTINUED




Get to know
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Our Armed Forces Liaison Officer has actually served in the Armed Forces and has
years of Service life behind him. So you can be sure he has a close knowledge of the special
financial needs of Servicemen and their families.

Write to him and he'll tell you of the many ways we can help.

We have a special Export Car Loan Scheme, for exam ple, that’s only available to

HM Forces in Western Europe. e -
It includes insurance against premature [ would like further information on:- |
repatriation to cover tax and import duty. Barclayloans Cashplan

Savings Insurance 7
HM Forces Export Car Loan Scheme! ‘
Other financial matter (please indicate)

You can also apply for a Barclayloan at
sensible and competitiverates to help you buy
the furniture, car or whatever you've had your
eye on. Or you can take advantage of our

Cashplan budget account to'see you through Name
the peaks and troughs of your spending. Rank No.

include a Bonus Savings Account at a special
rate of interest, advice on the right insurance
for your family, home or contents, and
guidance on investment and taxation.

And you don’t have to be a Barclays
customer to use our Armed Forces Liaison
Officer. For more detailed information post
the coupon.

Post to:- Squadron Leader KS Foster
RAF(Ret'd), Armed Forces Liaison Officer,
Barclays Bank PLC, Juxon House,

|
|
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|
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l 94 St Paul's Churchyard, London, ECAM 8EH.
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In 10 years’ time one of the
most celebrated branches of
the Territorial Army will mark
its 200th birthday. But Major
Patrick Mileham and his pub-
lishers aren’t prepared to wait
that long.

Next year, in March, they will have
on sale what is being claimed as the
first comprehensive history of. the
Yeomanry Regiments of Britain. It will
trace the development of this diverse,
colourful, sometimes controversial but
generally respected body of volunteer

xrmﬂﬁ vEniT
F WILL BE IMPOUNDE :
By witinay eaiice [

FORTY YEARS ago, there
was little Christmas spirit in
that beautitul forest region of
Belgium known as the
Ardennes. It was there Hitler

tried his last, desperate land '

attack westward
What we now know as the Banfe .
of the Bulge gave the Allies a little
fright but the surprise German
offensive, which began brilliantly,
failed to maintain momentum. The
Germans suffered 120,000 casual-
ties, lost over 600 armoured vehicles
-and, it might be said, delayed their
inevitable defeal by about six weeks.
If this particular engagement of
World War 2 provides special
interest for you, then you will enjoy
Battle of the Bulge — Then and
Now a weighty tome 1o mark the
40th anniversary
Frankly, you will need 1o be an
enthusiast for even in these days of

soldiers from the time they were raised
to counter the threat of a French
invasion to the present when they
supply the Territorial component of
the Royal Armoured Corps

Major Mileham, a Royal Tank
Regiment regular who currently works
| forthe Logistics Executive in Andover,
got the Yeomanry bug when he spent
two years as adjutant of the Kent and
Sharpshooters Yeomanry Squadron
| based in Croydon

He had ambitions to become a
writer and the somewhat neglected
story of the Yeomanry cavalry
seemed an ideal starting point.

THEN...

Shelled, bombed and beseiged —
Bastogne was isolated on 21
December by the German push for
the River Meuse. The 101st Air-
borne Division — the Screaming
Eagles — and elements of the 10th
Armored held out until tanks of
Patton’s 4th Armored Division
finally broke through the German
ring around the town on 26
December. After the war Bas-
togne's Place Carre was renamed
in honour of the 101st Airborne’s
commander Place McAuliffe.

... NOW

Colourful

“The cavalry always had a certain
edge of elitism and panache,” he
explains. "Really | suppose it was an
interesting and colourful subject, plus
the fact that there wasn't much study
on the Yeomanry as such. This got
me going as a writer and. as an
apprentice historian.'

There was also the fascination of
the Yeoman tradition in British life
| with its implication of dependability
and service

"AYeoman actually means some-

lerp BB °

accepting £10-plus prices the cost
will certainly deter the casual
readers. Evan the person who has
the money to spend had better
ensure he is fit enough 1o pick it up;
and has an exira-strong caﬂeetab&e .
before putting it down! :

Diligence

The publishers have specialised,
and made a name for themselves,

@&ﬁ BE B body of some independence ,and

i o | standing in society and the word goes
| back quite a long way,” Major Mileham
says. 'The idea of forming what was
called the Gentlemen and Yeoman
Cavalry was that you were drawing
from a class of people who either
owned their own land or who were
| intimately connected with the land
and who were deemed to be the most
dependable subjects of the Crown."”

with their format — contemporary
photos alongside shots of the scene
revisited. There are many such
comparisons in over 500 pages of
abook well printed, on quality paper.
Author Jean Paul Pallud is a
Frenchman who spent five year:
working on the research which
reveals a lot of diligence and the
text supporting over 1,200 iflus-
trations goes into finite detail. Wrong
- captions on war-time photos have
been corrected. Photographers
doing their best in the fog of battle,
when there were no road signs —-
‘or misplaced ones .

(]

‘a lot of reading!
The Ballie of the Bul
and Now, by Jean
(Battle of Britain Prints International
Lid SNewP]afsrowﬁoad London
E153JA) £29.95 — PM

-O.ANOTHEH book on this sub;ecl

American Charles B MacDonald
Unfortuﬂ&te[y we have not had tlme-

In the 19th Century, when social
structure changed very slowly, the
| Yeomanry maintained an enormous
prestige in society. Although as the
enforcers of law and order in the time
before the establishment of modern
police forces they were sometimes
seen as oppressors of the poor.

“During this century, of course
society has changed enormously —
almost out of recognition. But even
as late as the 1930s and into the
Second World War, to serve in the
Yeomanry one had to be considered
a pretty dependable sort of person
while officers were expected to be
landowners or men of real substance

Pictures taken from ‘Battle of the Bulge — Then and Now', an After the Baule publication.

. During the battle, the author then
aged 22, commanded an infaniry
battalion for which he was awarded
the Silver Star and the Purple Heart.
- Asofficial US Army historian for over -
. 30 years he is perhaps entitied to
sub~t|ﬂe his book ‘The Qefmiﬂve

2 — Then
aul Pallud

The Battle' of the Bulge) is by i
'probabiy gzve the ba}:an
at a cost: MacDonai

forgiven for givin 'Oﬂ {

wrong tites, s
This book certain!y ui

some such misconc

| whether, overall,

new about the

3¢

| British Cavalry Uniformssince

Works of reference. 3 New mles

Inside the Commandos

Cachet
1660 by Michael Barthop and a{ctoncl history from Wor(ld

“There has always been, and still
is, to some extent, a certain cachet

illustrated by Pierre Turner. ar Two to the present) by
James D Ladd. Published by
Arms & Armour Press, price
£11.95.

The Ordnance Survey Com-
Flete Guide to the Battle-
ields of Britain by David
Smurthwaite. Published b
Webb & Bower, price £12. 93(

Published by Blandford Press,
price £10. 5y

The VCs of Wales and the

Welsh Regiments by W
Alistair Williams. Limited
edition published by Brtd%e
Books, 15 Vicarage Hill
Wrexham, Clwyd LL 37HW.
Price £10.20.

about serving in the Yeomanry.”
Major Mileham's pregress towards
the publication of his first book was
side-tracked slightly by the require-
ment to produce a couple of
pamphlets — one a brief precis of
the history and the other a recruiting
tract for Yeomanry officers. These
he wrote on the suggestion of Colonel
M St J V Gibbs, the then Colonel
Commandant of the Yeomanry.
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Two views of the Royal Yeomanry: today's squadrons are equipped with

Fox armoured cars but the elegantly dressed 19th century officer relied
on his charger to carry him around. Pictures from the Central Office of

Information.

The Major's researches took him as far north
as Perthshire, as far west as Pembrokeshire and
to about 30 different locations throughout the UK

The results will appear in a profusely illustrated
book which will have a good claim to be the best
reference to a unique arm of the service from its
formation, nearly two centuries ago

In 1794 — in the aftermath of the French
Revolution — there were great fears that the
French might invade and ferment an uprising
among a population that wasn't always in accord
with its own Government.

The Regular Army was quite small and much of
it was overseas. The usual reserve, the Militia,
was not considered the most reliable defensive
force. Its members were balloted for service and
those who could usually bribe someone to take
their place, with the inevitable result that its ranks
often included the more disreputable members of
society.

Sothe Pitt Government decided toraise a force
of dependable volunteers. In this manner the
Yeomanry Cavalry became part of British history.

There were many invasion scares during the
Revoluntionary and Napoleonic Wars and the
Yeomanry and Volunteer infantry units were

AR

frequently assembled. Only once, however, did
they see action against an invading force. In 1797
the French attempted a small landing in South-
West Wales. It was a fiasco and troopers of the
Castlemain Yeomanry were there to see the
dispirited invaders lay down their arms

Only a year after being formed, Yeomanry had
their first taste of aiding the civil power. This was
to be, by tar, their most significant role in the first
half of the following century.

The end of the Napoleonic Wars brought a time
of great unrest with industrial troubles and agitation
for political rights and cheap food. On many
occasions Yeomanry were called out, either to
prevent riots, by their presence, or to quell them.

In 1819 Manchester and Cheshire Yeomanry
tried to seize the leaders of a mass rally on St
Peter's Field in Manchester with a result that
become notorious as ‘The Peterloo Massacre’.

"The Yeomanry got a very bad press,”’ Major
Mileham admits. “But it was a crowd of 60,000
and it could be said that it looked as if it might get
out of hand. | think in all these cases one must
take a balanced view. Obviously if it was a
dangerous crowd the Yeomanry had to make a
decision one way or the other. In the event they
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went in to seize the ring leaders and, of course,
there was a massive stampede, and that's when
people got killed — more from the stampeding
than actually being hit by swords.”

The development of the police ended the
Yeomanry's involvement with civil disorder. But it
wasn't until the end of the century, the time of the
Boer War, that they saw service against a foreign
foe.

Three disastrous defeats of British regulars in
late 1899 led to a massive call for people who
could ride and shoot and take on the enemy in a
type of warfare never encountered before by British
troops on that scale.

Fighting in regiments the Yeomanry were well
represented in both World Wars. In 1914-18 they
were often dismounted to take their turn in the
trenches. Butthey did fight as cavalry, most notably
in the Middle East

“In the Second World War there were a large
number of Yeomanry units, some of which were
armoured recce or tank regiments,” says Major
Mileham. “Others had already converted to gunner
regiments

Mounted

The last time they actually fought as cavalry
was in Syria in 1941, | think six regiments went to
the Middle East as part of the 1st Cavalry Division
The last mounted actions were in the River Litani
area when the Cheshire Yeomanry formed up
with others to capture a strongly held bridge
Actually the last mounted regiment on operations
was the Yorkshire Dragoons, but by 1942 all had
converted to either tanks, or artillery or whatever."”

Since the war the Yeomanry have not been
spared the continual amalgamations, disband-
ments, reductions, expansions, re-organisations
et alia which have affected the whole TA
Nevertheless 36 old county yeomanry titles live
on as present day units

The Royal Armoured Corps TA has five
regiments all of which are assigned to recon-
naissance, a traditional cavalry role. Two of them,
the Royal Yeomanry and the Queen's Own
Yeomanry, willgo to Germany in time of war. The
others, the Queen’'s Own Mercian, the Royal
Wessex and the Duke of Lancaster's, are ear-
marked for home defence.

The Royal Wiltshire Yeomanry (Prince of Wales's
Own), the senior formation, supplies sabre
squadrons to two of the regiments. But most, like
Major Mileham'’s old unit, Kent and Sharpshooters,
are of single squadron strength.

The Inns of Court and City Yeomanry provide a
band for the Royal Yeomanry and also a signal
squadron for the 17 Yeomanry Signal Regiment.
Incidentally this unit can claim antecedents that
go back far beyond the late 18th century. Before
a comparatively recent amalgamation and entry
into the Yeomanry, there was an independent
Inns of Court Regiment that was established in
1585.

In addition to the RAC TA there are Yeomanry
gunners — the Hertfordshire and Bedfordshire
Yeomanry, and the Suffolk and Norfolk Yeomanry
provide a couple of batteries

The Berkshire Yeomanry are a signals squadron,
andthe Leicestershire and Derbyshire Yeomanry
are infantrymen. While up in Scotland there is one
sole transport squadron ~— the Queen's Own
Lowland Yeomanry. — AH

‘The Yeomanry Regiments — A Pictorial
History’, by Patrick Mileham, to be published
by Spellmount Ltd, Tunbridge Wells.

T TITTTTTTITITIITTITITITITITTITTITTTIIIFIN,

PANACHE AND

I”’II””’l"’””’l’lI”IIII"lI"llIIII”IIIIII”IIII"l’l’””’””””’l

L%

w
w



CAPTAINS DECANTER SET

Lead Crystal
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SPECIAL OFFER £49.95 plus £4.95 p&p/ins (UK) includes |
Captain’s Decanter and 18 glasses.

For separate items Captain’s Decanter £19.95 Save
add £2.95 p&p + ins 67 Sherry Glasses  £11.95 pounds
6 Wine Glasses £13.75 with our

6 Whiskey Glasses £14.95 set ‘D’

Wine labels to order, Sherry/Whisky/Gin/Brandy £3.95 each s-plate.
Just send cheque with order or fill in your card number below. Send
stamp for free brochure or come and visit our showroom.
HAMPTON CRYSTAL COMPANY (Dept S)
73 Station Road, Hampton, Middx TW12 2BJ
Telephone: 01-979 0985/6
And from December 1st at 27 York Street, Twickenham, Middx TW1 3LJ
Name (block €aps).......cociiiiiiiimimimninininniiineissi i

Address .........

Name .
Address .......

Requirements

Minden.

Head Office.

Van Dungie House
Meynell Ave,
Rothwell,

§ W Yorks.
\(0532 826102)

. ON ALL UNIFORMS AND CIVILIAN WEAR
FILL IN THE COUPON OR PHONE FOR DETAILS

The Ultimate Tailoring Service

for the Services

mate tailoring service from Unitormal

lary and civilian wear

or phone, slating your name

requirements

Please give telephoneng;, . /i i S CraRie o s, e

For complete details phone your local Minden Sales Office open daily. I
agent either in UK or our Sales Office in  9am-4.30pm. Tel: 0571 4006¥. i

) } Our representative will call at
All written communications direct 10 your convenience.

UNFORMAL

The best materials are made o measure in our
own workrooms 10 give you the finest quality
tailoring. Our personal measuring service
assures you of perfection That's the ulti-

Service Dress. Army Day Shirts. Mess
Dress. Dress Shirts, Miniature
medals and a host of other mili-

All at competitive prices and Iree
credit into the bargain For
complete details. just write

address and delails of your

I NAME RANK °
ADDRESS

S L R e B aiid

“EVERYONE SAYS THAT
A SERVICEMAN HAS SOME
SPECIAL QUALITIES”

We agree! As a company we like to employ staff with
the broad experience gained from Service life. If you
are planning to leave the Service and would like to
discuss the opportunities of a fresh career with a
modern Life Assurance Company — then please

complete the coupon: e

Windsor li"ﬁ

Assurance Compamy i
Windsor Libe Assuronce Company Lid, T
Royol Albert House. Windior

Berks 5L4 1BE

| am interested in a career with Windsor Life, please send me some details:

To: Services Liaison Manager, Windsor Life Assurance Company Ltd,
Royal Albert House, Windsor, Berkshire SL4 1BE. Telephone: Windsor 68144

tax free prices

o Persol oLl
servily

e Special forces discounts on

I | am interested in purchasing a new

PERRYS BFG

THE NEW FORCE IN FORD PERSONAL EXPORT

I MODEL

Tel No

MAIN
DEALER

Perrys BFG Export Division
5155 High St Edgware, London.

To call from Germany: 00 44 1 951 006. Tx. 261889

To call from U.K. 01-951-0066

The World’s Largest Ford Dealer Group

S17/84

il PERRYS

o
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SCHOOL POOL ........ SCHOOL POOL ......... SCHOOL POOL
SLINDON COLLEGE

Nr. Arundel, W. Sussex BN18 ORH

Glggleswmk e

H.M.C. — CO-EDUCATIONAL — BOARDING
Pl BURSARIES AVAILABLE FOR CHILDREN OF SERVICE FAMILIES

LT

For entry 13+ and 16+ September, 1985.

To the value of 20% of full boarding fees.
Details from: The Headmaster, GIGGLESWICK SCHOOL,
Settle, North Yorkshire BD24 0DE. Phone: 072 92 3545,

® Boarding school for 150 boys aged 11-18

® Teaching in small groups to C.S.E., O and A level G.C.E. University
entrance. Remedial help available

® Wide range of sport and out-of-school activities including keeping
of pets and animals, observatory, canoeing, computer studies,
swimming pool, squash courts and floodlit hard court. The school
runs its own National Hunt racing stables.

@ For service families a reduction in fees, special travel arrange-
ments etc.

® Accredited by Independent Schools Joint Council. Member of
I.S.A.l, I.S.I.S. and F.I.S.
Enquiries to the Headmaster

Make your last years
at school INTERESTING,
EXCITING AND
PRODUCTIVE

Telephone (024 365) 320

CHILTON CANTELO SCHOOL
Yeovil, Somerset. Telephone: (0935) 850555

Co-ed. (Age range 11-18) 100+ Pupils. Established 25 years.
GIVE YOUR CHILDREN ALL THE BENEFITS OF A BOARDING
SCHOOL AT A PRICE YOU CAN AFFORD.

Continuity in schooling. Happy ‘family’ atmosphere in beautiful
country. Keep brothers and sisters together. Highly qualified staff.
Small classes and up-to-date labs. Self discipline, good manners
and self confidence. 20 acres grounds and playing fields. Highly
efficient Sea Cadet Unit. Sailing and many activities. We have even

Continue your education in this beautifully located residential
school on the shores of the Menai Straits. One, two or three year
courses, leading to leaving age at 16 years, to GCE and CSE levels
in Maths, English, English Literature, Physics, Technical Drawing,
Geography and History, plus Engmeenn Familiarisation and

made provision for you to pay by Barclaycard.

Phone or write for free illustrated prospectus. Some vacancies.

T e e e e e e e e

ST. FRANCIS’ COLLEGE,
LETCHWORTH, HERTS.

Independent Boarding & Day
School for Girls
G.B.G.S.A., G.S.A.
Kindergarten/Preparatory: 3;,-11
Senior: 11-18

* We prepare your daughter for life in the 1990’s with a curricu-
lum which is strongly academic and also broadly based.

% Qur average pass rate at Advanced Level is 84% and most girls
regularly take 9 **O”" Levels. A very good teacher/pupil ratio
gives small classes at all levels.

* Extensive Science facilities include 5 modern laboratories and
& computers.

* We have excellent facilities for Sport, Drama and Music,
including a 600 seat theatre, heated indoor swimming pool and
a 12 room Music Wing.

* The quest for excellence i1s pursued in a caring Christian
atmosphere where emphasis is laid on traditional standards of
courtesy, consideration and respect for authority.

% Tuition fees range from £280 per term in the Preparatory
School to £595 per term in the Senior school. Girls are admitted
at all ages subject to satisfactory entrance requirements and
availability of places.

ENTRANCE EXAMINATION
Entrance examinations for both the Preparatory and Senior
Schools will be on SATURDAY FEBRUARY 9th 1985

SEVERAL SCHOLARSHIPS are awarded annually.
Details available.

PLEASE SEND FOR A COPY OF OUR PROSPECTUS TO:

D. B. Ganderton, B.A., M.Ed., Headmaster
Telephone: Letchworth (04626) 70511

e S e e e e e
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theoretical and practical seamanship, including boat handling
under power, oars and sails. Although at present there is no actual
academic entry requirement approximately 90% of boys do
achieve some success in the above examinations. All boys are
encouraged to join the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme.

Many boys proceed to the Services or Merchant Navy although
the development of character and self-reliance is equally suited to
civilian life. One year at the school qualifies for remission of six
months sea service for MN certificates. Application should be
made as soon as possible for boys of good health and character for
entry at age 13, 14 or 15 years.

Wirste for brochure and apple ation fomm 1o

Captain Headmaster

INDEFATIGABLE

Plas Lianfair Llanfairpwl, GWYNEDD LL61 6NT

Founded 1864 Pation HRH Tiw
I recept of i grant Trom the Welsh Ofice

ik of Ednburgh

STONAR SCHOOL

Cottles Park, Atworth, Melksham, Wiltshire SN12 SNT

An independent public school for girls, 250 boarders from eight
to 18 years, 95 day girls from four to 18 years.
Headmistress: Miss F D Denmark MA Dip Ed

The overall aim of the school is to realise the natural potential of
the child within a caring and traditional atmosphere.

* Wide range of subjects to “A’ level and university entrance.

* Active careers guidance including lectures and visits.

* Small classrooms and individual attention.

* Annual open scholarships to the sixth form, bursaries,
discounts for sisters.

* Sixth form hall of residence with double bedroom/studies.

% Own riding school, heated swimming pool, squash courts
and playing fields.

% Varied evening and weekend activities.

* Country location nine miles from Bath yet close to the M4.

* School escorts and transport to and from London airports,
Reading and local rail stations.

* Assistance with passports and visas.

For prospectus, details of scholarships and bursaries or visits to the
school, contact: The Secretary. Telephone Melksham (0225) 702309.
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Probably the oldest preparatory school in
England, The Elms has a unique “home from
home™ spirit, with small classes and an excellent
teacher/pupil ratio. Children are developed for
the modern society, the academic record is
outstanding with 100% C.E. pass rate and
Scholarships to major public schools.

Boys and girls are taken from 44 - 13 years,
through from our superb Pre-Prep department to
the main school, where day, boarding, and weekly
boarding is available.
For a prospectus please write or telephone:

Andrew Collier, Headmaster.

The Elms with Seaford Court

Colwall, Nr Malvern, Worcs. WR1 6EF.
Tel: (0684) 40344

. football, rugby, hockey, cricket, athletics, netball, tennis and rounders are

NEWLANDS SCHOOL

SEAFORD, EAST SUSSEX
Tel: (0323) 892334
CO-EDUCATION FOR BOYS AND GIRLS AGED 7 TO 18

NEWLANDS PREPARATORY SCHOOL was opened in 1814 and, since
its foundation, the Headmasters have all been members of one family.
There are 200 boarders and day children aged 7-13}. The boarders

in the main building and are supervised by the Headmaster, his wife, and
four matrons, one of whom is a trained nurse. The School is surrounded by
15 acres of land, of which 12 acres is set aside as playing fields. The
grounds include an all-weather football pi ia'zcsorporatingn:%g hard tennis
courts, netball and basketball courts. re is a large indoor heated
swimming pool providing swimming throughout the year, an indoor rifle
shooting range, carpentry workshop, Home Economics rooms, and the
Music Centre covers the tuition of a wide range of instruments. Association

the principal organised sports. Boys and girls are prepared for the
mon Entrance and Sc olarship Examinations to all Public Schools,

and to NEWLANDS MANOR, our own Senior School, which accommo-

gﬁtel: b?ys and girls 13+ to 18. A full range of subjects is offered to ‘" and
vel.

The Schools escort children to and from Gatwick, Heathrow and Victoria
Coach Station, London, and can also arrange for families known to us to
welcome children for half terms in cases where relatives or guardians are
not available,

In addition to the Service Grants, a further generous reduction in
boarding fees is given. Prospectus and further information from the
Headmaster.

MOFFATS SCHOOL
BEWDLEY WORCESTERSHIRE
An ISIS/IAPS preparatory school for boys and girls 7 to 13 +
Moftats is a family school with close ties with HM Forces
® small classes give individual care
® a settled, secure life, no matter how often parents move
® scholarships for service children under 93
® varied activities cover spare time and weekends
® escorts provided at mainline stations
_ All games and riding on 200-acre Home Farm
Prospectus from The Headmasters Tel: Kinlet (0298924) 230

000000000000000000000000000000
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MONMOUTH SCHOOL
MONMOUTH, GWENT

This long-established school for boarders and day pupils is
situated in a busy market town in the Wye Valley and is
easily accessible via the M50 (North) or M4 (East and South
Wales).

As a result of a generous endowment fees are kept at a
reasonable level, and there are numerous’scholarships and
bursaries available, including two per annum for serving
members of HM Forces. Scholarships are available both for
11-year-old and sixth form entrants. In addition, a number
of places are provided under the Government's Assisted
Places Scheme.

The school also offers a wide range of academic subjects
to A-level, and there are many excellent modern facilities
for development in cultural, sporting and creative fields.
New science laboratories have recently been opened.

QUANTOCK SCHOOL
SOMERSET

(EQUIDISTANT BRIDGWATER — TAUNTON: NINE MILES)

A long established. happy and suceessiul boarding school for about 250 boys_at the forest's
edge and near the sea (an area ol Outstanding Natural Beauiy),

BOYS ARE ACCEPTED FROM THE AGE OF NINE

(Usually on imrerview el reporiy)

WHAT HAS MADL OUR PARENTS INVARIABLY DELIGHTLED WITH THEIR
CHOICE OF SCHOOL!

® FACILITIES UNRIVALLED in uny small sehoal tover £1 million of recent huilding).
Modern classrooms and liboratories: new accommaodation blocks: magnificent sports hatl
complex (heated): LARGE ENGINEERING WORKSHOPS, fully equipped: compuler
room: highly suceesstul theature (Drama is important ); good sports ields and all-weather

pitch; farm with animal husbandry.

e ACADEMIC AND NON-ACADEMICCOURSF_S-md!hcopporluni!y!ordevelopmem
and transfer; an average of sixteen pupils per class; full termly reports; personal tutor
system; good teacher-parent contact. ‘Quantock’ is a keen and successful sporting school
but without any stigma on ‘non-sportsmen’, All usual sports/activities with additions like
cross-country, sailing, orienteering and motorcycling. GOOD CAREER GUIDANCE-
ADVICE-PLANNING.

® LOCATION: Fasy and guick access to motorway: fast main line trims 1o Paddington/-
Hewthrow (via Reading): Tieerally miles of spaces o naturalist’s “dream™,

® PERSONAL AND FFFECTIVE REL ATIONSHIPS. though still very well controlled.
Al visitors are surprised and delighted by the atmosphere. Vistting parents are introduced
direetly to the children and lelt 1o speak with them alone in relevant age groups. They are
encouraged o contact existing parents (the Schioal grows mannly from parent-to-parent
contact). We expect to succeed with children who might not be expected o settle casily into
baurding .

® MODERATE, INCLUSIVE FEES: Services (e.g. Laundry) and most activities are free -
aed “extras’. Hall-teem ressdence is free it nevdvd. MEobyiously first-class value. parents soon
come torealise what a start in life can be achicved by good independent school.

DO WRITE OR TELEPHONE FOR A COPY OF THE UNUSUALLY
INFORMATIVE PROSPECTUS

Telephone NETHER STOWEY (0278) 732252 or 732423
ADDRESS: Over Stowey, Somerset, TAS 1HD.

BURYS COURT PREPARATORY SCHOOL
Leigh, Nr Reigate, Surrey RH2 8RE

BOARDING SCHOOL for 6Y;-14 year-old boys.

...............O................0.........0..:

® The 1985 Entrance Examination (for boys over 10 and ok L5 | )
$ under 12 on 1st September 1985) will be held on 9th S ey = !““F"I‘g “’gg&";{J'T"g;df ic‘ffggg A :
® February. Closing date for applications is 1st February. S la S\gaymgd iclds, Ct : an room, 1
: The other main entry is at 13 (mainly for boarders) by s A heated swimming poo o ;
®  meansof Common Entrance or the Foundation Scholarship INTEREST in SPORT, MUSIC and RECREATION activities 1
: examination. encouraged. 3
@ Further details, together with a copy of the school's : Assistance with travel arrangements. 3
: prospectus, may be obtained by writing to the Headmaster, :E Fees £840 per term. 4
: or by telephoning Monmouth (0600) 3143. 2 Write or telephone Dawes Green (STD 030678) 372. 4
. b 4 b
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THE CORPS OF
ROYAL ELECTRICAL
AND MECHANICAL

ENGINEERS
Although the formation of the
REME dates from 19 May 1942
itcameinto being on the ‘ruling
date’ of 1 October 1942.

However, the roots of the
Corps reach far back in history.
The Assize of Arms of 1181
seems to have been the first
attempt to legislate for the good
condition of Army equipment
and forbade a soldier to sell or
pawn his arms.

More recently the Board of
Ordnance took care of the
technical arms of the Army and,
with the Royal Engineers, the
RAQOC and Royal Artillery were
the forbears of the REME.

The requirements of 1939
found the Army insufficiently
eguipment minded to handle
the large quantities of powerful
and costly equipment and
vehicles it needed and with
which it was provided.

A committee appointed to
investigate made some sugges-
tions including one that
required the RE, RASC and the
RAGC tointegrate more closely

“their base workshops.

Due to the withdrawal from
France, changes were delayed.

Two further committees de-
liberated and made valuable
recommendations until finally
REME was born, its principal
duty being the repair of the
whole of the British Army's
technical equipment, with
certain exceptions that in the
post-war years have been
eliminated.

The current head-dress
badge bearing the St Edward'’s
crown was Sealed on 9 June
1954, being preceded by a
similar design ensigned with
the Imperial crown of King
George VI.

It is described thus ‘Upon a
lightning flash, a horse forcene
gorged with a coronet of four
fleur de lys, a chain reflexed
on its back and standing on a
globe. Above, a crown upon a
scroll bearing the  letters
REME.

The horse, coronet, chain
and globe in silver, remainder

%

in gilt.

It was Sealed in anodised
aluminium for wear by the
soldiers on 25 September 1963.

The horse and its chain are
symbolic of power under con-
trol and the lighting flash, of
electrical engineering.

They are intended to mark
the relationship between engin-
eers in the Army and civil life.

The original design of the
Corps badge, Sealed 22 June
1942, consisted of four shields
each bearing one of the initials
of the Corps placed upon a
laurel wreath in the form of a
cross with a pair of calipers in
the centre.

The whole ensigned with the
Imperial crown and in gilding
metal, gilt for officers, but,
being introduced in wartime,
there were a number of locally
made variations and some
slight differences in design,
plastic or bakelite being used
for the early issues.

HUGH L KING

Talbot or Peugeot-both offer outstanding reliability and economy.
At RANGERS, they also offer unbeatable value. :
@ Complete range of accessories @ Finance arranged @ Diesel options available
@ The Peugeot Talbot network means no servicing problems in U.K. or abroad.

THREE GREAT BRITISHCARS - ALPINE SOLARA
FROM TALBOT e

SOLARA AND ALPINE- ﬂm
Unbeatable economy with

1T e 5 ﬁf—'i—’_:’f :
hatchback practicality or classic %I&W

4-door styling from £3424 (Solara)
HORIZON — from £2880.
Comfortable, roomy, versatile and thrifty.

SIX SENSATIONS — FROM FRANCE!

TALBOT SAMBA PEUGEQT 205
FROM £2546 FROM £2644

PEUGEOT 305
SALOON FROM
£3527

Fantastic 5-
door value-
the newest sensation around

AND ESTATE
FROM £4614

The largest load
space & best
economy in its

class

\

The meanest
ittle mover

Reliable and comfortable —
the ideal family car

on the market PEUGEQT 505 SALOON
- ————_FAOM £4288

P
\id

The superb ride
and comfort you'd
expec! from Peugeot's
Executive Express

Complete and post the coupon to: RTMS LTD,
FREEPOST, DURRINGTON, Salisbury. SP4 8BR

Rangers Talbo
RAMGERS s,

) lr. ) "' :‘:
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Mail Drog

GOT something to say, a point to make or a story to tell? This is
your page to exchange your news, views, é¢omments and opinions,
All we ask is that you keep it brief and include your name and
address, although anonymity will be preserved where requested.
Write to Mail Drop, SOLDIER, Ordnance Road, Aldershot,

Hants GUI1 2DU.

This issue, instead of your usual letters, we are publishing
some more of your Christmas 1944 memories continued from
pages 20-22. Normal service resumed next year!

CHRISTMAS DANCE ROMANCE

I was in the ATS at Didcot at Christmas
and I enjoyed it very much. I went to
breakfast at 8 o’clock with my buttons
all polished and my enamel mug and
knife, fork and spoon.

The mess was decorated beautifully,
and the officers and men waited on us.
We had a very nice breakfast, served
marvellously.

There were cigarettes at each place,
eggs and bacon (not porridge). Being
Christmas Day it was the best day of
my life.

After breakfast, I went back to
barracks and waited for dinner. There
was beer on the tables, cigarettes and

crackers and streamers. Dinner was
served by the officers and included
turkey, stuffing and Christmas pudding
— as much as you could eat.

Then came teatime with plenty of
iced cake and drinks. At the end of the
day, I went to a dance in the Sergeants
mess at Didcot where I met my
husband to be. We went out together
for six months and got married on VE
Day, 12 May 1945. He was Sgt Griffin
(13018162), 309 Pioneer Corps.

Unfortunately my husband collapsed
and died while I was on holiday in
1974. — Mrs E Griffin (nee Bruce),
Freshbrook, Swindon, Wilts.

NOT TO BE FORGOTTEN

I was RSM of an Engineer formation
known as 18 GHQ Troops, having also
under our command three field
squadrons and a field park squadron,
and we were stationed at a small village
with the unlikely name of Oss just
outside Nijmegen in Holland.

The role originally planned for our
formation was to be that of follow-up
troops to take over the Arnhem bridges
once the Arnhem campaign was
successfully accomplished; this of
course turned out not to be so, but the
bridge at Nijmegen was captured
though badly damaged. Our task then
was to take over the bridge, repair and
maintain it and construct two Bailey
bridges alongside.

So as Christmas 1944 approached
there we were at Oss, where we had
been welcomed with open arms by the
local population.

Looking back, I honestly think that
Christmas was the best I spent during
the whole time of my service in the
Army; not because we were able to

have a real jollification — our meagre
compo rations supplemented by the
odd turkey and tinned Christmas pud
saw to that, together with NAAFI
bottled beer and the local brew.

In any case, our priority was to
provide a Christmas Dinner for the
troops, and accordingly we took over
the local school assembly hall for the
purpose. We would have much liked
to invite the locals to join us, but in the
circumstances this was impossible, as
they themselves knew, but this did not
prevent them helping in any way they
could to decorate the premises.

So we had our Christmas treat —
not a high-powered event by any flight
of imagination, and yetone I have never
forgotten while all others have faded.

Why should this be? Because, I
think, we celebrated as we came out of
the shadows of war and hopefully into
the dawn of peace, and material things
take second place compared with the
liberation of the spirit. — Major H E
Harrison, Portsmouth, Hants.
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A SUMPTUOUS BILL OF FARE

Christmas 1944 found me, an RASC
corporal serving with the West African
ASC in the Kaladan Valley of the
Arakan in Burma. We were part of 6
Brigade in 81st (WA) Division.

Of all the Christmases spent with
the Army (pre, during and post Second
World War) 1944 was not only the
last one of the war but the most
memorable.

Our composite platoon, a small
independent unit of some seven
Europeans and 24 Africans, was
establishing dropping zones. During
two campaigns in the Kaldan of which
Christmas 1944 was part, we were
totally maintained by air.

We had been existing for some
considerable time on light scale rations
which consisted of one pack per man

per day. But a few days before
Christmas we received a para drop and
found to our delight that the powers
that be had supplied quite a sumptuous
bill of Christmas fare which included
among other things, tinned ham, soup
and fruit.

The Brigaade REME was based on
the neighbouring undergrowth and we
agreed to pool our rations and have a
big ‘do’. We duly got cracking on the
meal and I think if we had had comic
hats we would most certainly have worn
them.

Halfway through, however, Johnny
Jap decided to celebrate Christmas with
a few mortar bombs and I think the
meal was finished under cover in
individual slit trenches! — D R
Hordle, Northwich, Cheshire.

Well! Competition 349, ‘Soldiers’
Square’ was almost impossible to mark!
We had not realised that there were so
many possible solutions. This, we
discovered later, was because we set
too few conditions to satisfy a simple
magic square.

Of course, most of you who entered
had spotted the printing error (AFGC
should have read AFGD) but we
apologise to those who were put off
entering as a result.

Since there was no single solution to
the puzzle and, since also no two correct
entries were alike, we felt we could not
pick our winner in the usual way of
drawing lots. Instead, we awarded the
prize of a Kodak Disc 4000 camera to
Colonel M H Daly from BMH Iserlohn
for sheer hard work. The hours he

must have spent working out, providing
us with no less than eight solutions all
satisfying the conditions we laid down,
And his eight were by no means
exhaustive. We counted 21 solutions
from the entries received and who is to
say this is not just the tip of the iceberg.

For those of you who lost patience,
we will try to keep the competition
puzzles as simple as we can in future!

How Observant Are You?

1 ““E”’in ““CONIFER, *’; 2 Rear wheel
of left lorry; 3 Registration number plate
of left lorry; 4 Left thumb of man in
road; 5 Right window of right building;
6 Right arm of driver of right lorry; 7
Top right corner of arched notice; 8 Front
wheel hub of right lorry; 9 Nearside
headlamp of left lorry; 10 Rear mudflap
of right lorry.
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Please complete and cut off
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Opening hours: Monday to Friday 9am-5pm

Approved tailors and outfitters to HM Forces
Building 331, Royal Air Force College, Cranwell, Sleaford, Lincs NG34 8HB.

Tel: Cranwell (0400) 61416 or Ruislip (08956) 39131 eves/weekends

We don’t lie down on the job at Charles James, on the contrary we pride ourselves on our
personal service, offering first class bespoke uniforms and civilian wear suits etc, individually
made from the finest cloths. We are not the cheapest (or dearest!) but feel quite confident we

are the best,

D

Rank....

Successors to Alkit & R E City Ltd

————————— — — ——— ——— — — — N — T — — — — — — — —
Kindly telephone or write. Your request will receive prompt attention.
Name vt




It’s the busiest time of the year for letter
boxes. Last Christmas the Post Office delivered
up to 120 million letters and cards a day, and a
bumper post is expected this year too. Letter
boxes must groan with over-use.

SOLDIER has its own special type of letter
boxes for you in this issue’s competition, and

we would like you to use them as much as you
possibly can. Because the more entries to our
competition that you post to us, the more you
are likely to win £50.

Just study the clues on the left, work out
the solutions, and ‘post’ your letters in the
appropriate boxes. Send your entry or entries

GOMPETITION 353

1 They end up with bad habits to defend.
2 Len backs into almost sharp fragments.

3 Reel it in for me — it might explode!

4 | see no gap to make furtive observation.

——CLUES:—

LETTER]

Resolve the anagram and enter the solution downwards
into the bold boxes — The last letter of each answer
(including the anagram) begins the next answer

O]

PAN'S MAGIC

Devised by Tom Williams

5 Saint appears in a flash.

6 Riot trailer for the Army?

7 A foreign body in a lion for example.

8 Anti-personnel device with a lidy blast . . .

9 Steel bar tap as worn by the Horse Guards.

off to SOLDIER and the prize of £50 could
be yours. It won’t reach you in time for
Christmas, but in the hard-up days that follow
the festivities it would no doubt be more than
welcome.

The rules of the oompctition are the same
as usual. The competition is open to all readers
at home and overseas and the closing dateis 1
February 1985. The answer and winner’s name
will be announced in our issue of 25 February.

Each entry must be accommodated by the
‘Competition 353’ label at the top of this
column. For two entries send two labels (not
photo copies), three entries three labels, and
50 on.

In the case of more than one correct entry
being received, the winner will be drawn by
lots. No correspondence can be entered into.

Send your answers by postcard or letter to:
Prize Competition, SOLDIER, Ordnance
Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU.

INVICTA EXPORT is a part of the Ramsgate Division of
Invicta Motors Ltd., the largest Ford Main Dealers in East
Kent, established for 60 years. Nobody is better qualified
to give you help and guidance in choosing your new Ford —
specialising makes the difference.

¥ Situated conveniently on the South-East coast, 5 mins.
from Ramsgate Ferry Terminal and 40 mins. from Dover.
¥ No hidden charges. ¥ Part-exchange welcome.

¥ Finance and insurance arranged on request. *

*Written details available on request,

TA X FREE FORDS!

S Retum the coupon for free Information Pack to: Invicta Motors Limited, I

- B\ Yo Boundary Road, Ramsgate, Kent. Tel: Thanet 593784 Telex 96331 l
N ‘\"‘“" | NAME criisomimupsismsosiiommsbmsimeiagit Sl -
/ o' S ADDRESS .. I
Tick items of main interest: FIESTA OHIOND SIERRAD |

S525/84
e v e was o S T S

._5\\ i ESCOiTDGRANADAQ CAPRI
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T WILL BE something of

an upset if the Army doesn’t

have at least two represen-

tatives in the British team
competing in the Orienteering
World Championships in Australia
next year.

Final selections will not be made
until July, but if currrent ratings
are anything to go by, Captain
Chris Hirst, Royal Tank Regiment,
and Gunner Mike Brett, Royal
Artillery, ought to be reasonably
certain of their places.

A comparative newcomer to
Army sport, orienteering only
recently received what might be
described as the Director of Army
Training’s seal of approval with
the acknowledgement that, like
shooting, it combines sport with
useful military skills.

Its enthusiasts like to describe
itas ‘cunning running’ — a test of
physical and mental ability. Ideally
you need a cross-country runner’s
stamina, a navigator’s skill, a
tactician’s flair for making the right
decision at a moment’s notice, and
a born leader’s assurance in the
face of adversity.

With Captain Hirstand Gunner
Brett Army Orienteering has
received another substantial boost.
For in Hirst, three times British
champion, and Brett, who is only
just 21, current British junior
champion, the Army has the
services of two of the best
orienteerers in the country.

Both have recently returned
from Australia where they have
been testing the ground, so to
speak, for next year’s World
Championships. As a measure of
the motivation and effort needed
to take this sport seriously, it is
worthy of note that Brett reckons
the trip cost him £900 out of his
own pocket.

SOLDIER caught up with them
both in the New Forest just after
Brett had helped the Royal
Artillery ‘A’ team to a convincing
win in the inter Corps Champion-
ship, and Hirst had won the
Southampton Orienteering Club’s
November Classic.

In Australia they competed in
the Victoria championships and
took part in some events in the
forest around Albury-Wodonga on
the Victoria-New South Wales
border using maps similar to those
to be issued for the World contest.
Then they went on to the
Australian National Champion-
ships in rugged country 50
kilometres south of Canberra, and
finally entered a two day event in
the scenic Blue Mountains, west
of Sydney.

Hirst was absent from this last
competition having twisted his
ankle just before the national
championships. Brett won on the
second day after a particularly
frustrating first day.

*“They marked the course in the
wrong place on my map only,” he

40

Robert Higson looks at orienteering,
where the Army boasts two national
stars...

Captain Chris Hirst (left) and Gunner Mike Brett, the Army's top orienteers.

said. ““Orienteering in Australia is
harder under foot. I wouldn’t say
it was rougher terrain, not as far as
thicker bushes are concerned
anyway. But it is definitely solid
under foot whereas this country
can be quite marshy.”

Hirst found the Antipodean

vegetation could provide a few
surprises.
“You try running through some-
thing and you find it’s the
Australian version of the stinging
nettle or something like that,” he
said. *‘I remember I ran through a
cactus which looked just like a
normal bush. I carried on reading
my map when all of a sudden. ..
ohhooo . .

“The countryside is rugged in
that it is granite and that means
the terrain is covered with huge
boulder fields, with boulders
varying from a metre high to 10
metres. There are also lots of cliffs
and crags and things which make
it very rocky under foot and it’s
quite hilly as well.

“But the forest is predominately
eucalypt with huge trees and it
can be incredibly fast to run
because there is nothing to impede
Gunner Mike Bretl gets to another
control deep in the New Forest.
He’s ready to mark his card with
the individually patterned punch

toshow the scrutineers that he has
actually been here.

your progress, no undergrowth.”

Except, added Brett, where the
forest floor is covered with piles
of dead trees and branches, then it
can become impassable.

Even without the prospect of
the World Championships next
(northern) autumn the two men
face an intensive period of training
to prepare for next year’s main
events.

For Brett this means lots of
terrain running over ‘the horrible
Salisbury Plain’ (he is stationed

with 22 Locating Battery, 32
Guided Weapons Regiment, at
Larkhill).

“Quite a lot of distance and
technical training. It means taking
a map out whenever you go
running because you’'ve got to be
able to read your map while
running fairly fast.”

For Hirst the winter is the time
to concentrate on the physical side
with lots of distance running, hill
training and practice over rough
terrain. But, of course, that is only
half the battle. Towards early
Spring it is time to get to work on
technique.

*On the technique side you have
got to analyse your weaknesses and
strengths and work out what type
of technique is best for you,” he
said. “It is certainly a lot harder
than physical training because
anyone can go out and do a 10 mile
run, but its a bit more difficult to
get to a decent forest and work out
a proper orienteering session on
your own.

“If you train, say 100 miles a
week, you might knock two
minutes off your 10 miles time
and therefore, perhaps, three
minutes off your orienteering time
over a set distance. But if you
improve your technique you can
cut out six or seven minutes, not
by running faster at all, but by
going through the controls slicker.”

Looking forward to the World
Championships, Hirst said that
Britain had established itself as a
member of the first division by
coming fifth in the men’s relay,
only four minutes behind the Gold
Medal position, in the last World
event in Hungary in 1983.

*“So we've really got a foothold
there,” he said. “Obviously our
task this time is not only to produce
a good relay result but also to try
and get someone in the top ten of
the individual race.”

No doubt that would be a boost
for Army Orienteering if either
Hirst or Brett, the current Army
champion incidentally, or both
together achieve that distinction
for their country and their service.




INTERNAL SECURITY SOLDIER Sope e
22 Frederick

Overall o Street,

o iy BIRMINGHAM,

Price £44.50 B1 3HE.

\ Stepal Trading,

incl VAT/PP

2 pairs elastics (= 1 card) for £1.50 incl. p & p.
Reductions on orders of 36+ cards, write for details.

—_—— — — — ——

pairs of elastics for which |

Please send me

I enclose £. . . I

I Name g I
Hand cast and | Address . ) |
finished in cold _l
cast bronze

CLEARANCE STOCK

this stock must be cleared-
hence these crazy prices

= All metal BLANK FIRING guns
SAVE

Cold cast bronze is produced by using powdered bronze with a resin and the
catalyst as a bonding agent.

FOR BROCHURE featuring ideal gifts for

competitions, retirements etc, and collectors items

including:

Hl COLD CAST BRONZE STATUES

B PEWTER FIGURINES

B EXTENSIVE LIST OF REGIMENTAL CAR GRILL
BADGES & PEWTER TANKARDS

£2 raee sLANKS WITH EVERY MODEL

Send stamped addressed envelope, or, for above, cheque/PO.
Access or Visa accepted to:

PHOENIX WORLD REPRODUCTIONS

(Dept. SN), 437 Valley Drive,

BARCLACARS
L =]
VISA
=

Gravesend, Kent DA12 SUE.
Tel: Gravesend (0474) 65511

DE LUXE BLACK LEATHER SHOULDER

HOLSTER FOR PYTHONS MAP (12 OUR PRICE (9 95]
o5 Berwm blanks £10 pae 50

22 planks - £2 per 100

PPK LEATHER HOLSTERS —

€2
LEATHER WESTEAN RIG OUA PRICE £1595

STAYING ABROAD?
Save even more with a tax-free car -
contact us for details. LHD or RHD cars
supplied, tax-free, to U.K.,, African,
European or Asian specifications.

SAVE £HUNDREDS
COLLECT FROM ANY AIRPORT

Peugeot 205 GTI

at The Oval Export Sales for details.

] y : el B Model Normal U.K. | Special Tax- | Tax-Free
It's true, as a Serviceman returning home you Home Market | paid Price | Price for
qualify for a special reduced price Peugeot or Talbot car at well On-The-Road | for returning | Export
below UK prices — exclusively through Oval Export Sales. Price Servicomon | Abroad |
You can expect all the usual warranties plus full UK spec, PEUGEOT 205 GL £ 5140 | £4283 |£3361
without any customs or import problems. PEUGEOT 305 GR £ 6290 | £5260 |£4133
ohcouldn (e easir We canmeetyou wiryournewcarat [PeuGeDratsGR ESTATE | & 6790 | 65453 [ 64268
gxchanggs are welcomed. ‘ ' PEUGEOT 505 FAMILY ESTATE | £10140 | £8333 |£6548
If areduced price car appeals to you, or you want to buy one | TALBOT HORIZON LS 1.3 £ 5620 | £4224 |£3277
for your family in the UK, contact Roger Quiggin or Mike Cocklin [ TALBOT SOLARALS 1.6 £ 6340 | £5112 | £4001

The above are examples from our range and correct at time of going to press.

THE OVAL EXPORT SALES LIMITED

60-62 WARMINSTER ROAD, WESTBURY, WILTSHIRE, ENGLAND. TELEPHONE: 0373 822262

% THE BEST SHAPED CARS ARE OVAL
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' —0fy
US DOG TAGS ¢ COUNTY CAR HIRE /_\WHWW
b4 260 Tilehurst Road i o Conbrt B
2 tags in steel I: Reading ter known as ‘Wolly Pully’, are 100% pure
S d with > 4§ shi wool and are genuine
y;aungm::aic 1' Berkshire Forces  issue  with

epaulettes.

36", .£9.95 427 NS0
38 £1050 44" £EN%
40" £1095 46" £12.95
Colours: RAF blue, navy,
olive/khaki

We also have used
sweaters with epaulet-
tes at £5.99, or without at
£4.99; Khaki-only — p&p
£1.70

® New Cammo Wool Sweaters . £12.50

2 tags with 4 lines and 14
spaces per line. Send details
in block capitals to:

{ Telephone: Reading 52423
1

QUARTERMASTERS :
[
L

FOR HIRE, CORTINAS, FIESTAS, ESCORTS, LUXURY CARS,
VANS & MINI-BUSES. Good rates, late low mileage vehicles. Unlimited
mileage. Free collection & delivery Heathrow, Gatwick. 3 Week Hire.
Discount for long hire. Write or "phone to above address for details.

3 Torrens Street,
LONDON EC1V 1NQ
Tel: 01-278 9760

® USA Wool Scull Caps .............. £3.09

® Para T-shirts, SAS T-shirts ... £4.50

ENGLISH PEWTER GOBLETS < ‘D’ DAY TOURS ® USA Flashiights . £5.99
AND ONE-PINT TANKARDS Normandy 1985 These brand new
Engraved Badge / Crest Minimum order 6 nylon FLYING

g‘. g DiSCl'g)lJﬂt on 20 olr Ror Travel W![h the Pa ras who took JACKETS are Auth-
14 4 the Merville Battery in 1944! See entic USA MA1 with

] Goblets from £5.40. Tankards from £6.25 plus VAT Pegasus Br., Bois de Bavent, orange lining, knitted
Post paid on orders over 20. Please send badge with order. Beaches. 5 days for £150 from/to cutfs and waistband,

London incl. travel, meals, accom-

- R & B |NCON LTD modation, drinks at picnics.

Friends welcome

colours, sage green or
black, state chest and

Vo R height.
SSHE! FFIELD S10 20N HiBbans CARE
= Telephone 0742 685911 Jefferson 05035 696 .
@ USA T/SHIRTS green ... ... £350
@ USA T/SHIRTS DPM ... £450
@ USA Sunglasses and compasses
REM QUSADogTags............ ﬂ.g;
@ USA Fipaint .
M DALY CASHS NAMETAPES S
ringtol ik Mailed in 28 days after receipt. EMBROIDERED langl® g
Gam bl 3 doz (same name) £5.12 Combat Jackets come
Example ot Erler 6 doz (same name) £5.70 SWEATERS in_green or cammo
MC/DCM/MM: £8;: OBE/MBE/BEM: £5; g with concealed hmd
MSM: £5; LS & GC: £4.50; Coronation 12 doz (same name) £7.30 lamb. I i and brass zip. State
ubilee edal: L yprus: £4; v
;.’::’lmn? fa:m:;:e: lststE (l;;p;,»cgm Please enclose cheque/PO pay- ambswool or acrylic chest and height.
with clasp: £4.50; Second War Stars; able to Boddingtons. _ £39.99+ £1.70 p&p.
e eI ks Write name in block letters stating LDQD Line,
i e et red/blue/black lettering. @é Unit 61, Argyle Industrial  M6S used Combat Jacket @5
and 30p Postage. Boddingtons, Doodles, Cannons s Estate, Argyle St South, * Italian Combat Jacket ... .. ’
Lane, Hatfield Broad Oak, Bishop’s EIRKENHEg D, Merseyside * NATO Combat Jacket, green £9.99
* 7.day medal mounting service for Stortford, Herts. 051-647-4500 * British green Parkas .. . ... . £39.99
full-size and  ministures in  both * DPM Jackets, new, cotton __£37.50
‘ordinary’ and ‘court’ style. * DPM caps' Falklands .. ENnas

* DPM Caps, new, cotton ... £5.99
* OPM Jungle Hats, new . .. ... £6.50

+ BOSTON TEE SHIRT C0.LTD. : B

* Full-size medals supplied.
* Wire Blazer Badges

s = * Cammo Net, large .,
\ * DPM Hoods, new, cotton . ..

* Display cases, medal ribbon, mounting

bars, ribbon bars, etc. Your own designs

| » * Wellingtons .. ............
B T R S
Competitive Prices. First-class quality on machine washable
and delivery guaranteed. - * Mess Tins . . £399
Tee-Shirts Sweat * Green Sox, poly £1.20
Send for comprehensive Catalogue to the - - % * Bivi Tents .. £15.99
Medal Specialists shirts Jogging Suits * Flying Suits .£29.99
MINIATURE MEDALS (SM) - & * Raincoats ...... £4.45
30, COVENTRY ROAD, Sports Shirts i * Overcoats .. ... £1450
BURBAGE, LEICESTERSHIRE. * Green Towels............. £2.09
LE10 2HP, embroidered V neck * Suit Cases £3.99
Telephone: (0455) 39262, S e * 58 Nylon Cases .. £2.99
‘ 5 * Wool Gloves ... £350
* Fishtails .’ . £25.50
® YOU PAY WHEN WE DELIVER * Nite Sticks . ... . £5.99
*COMPLETE MONEY BACK GUARANTH § * Blue Serge Bells . £2.50
* 100% MACHINE WASHABL | * Naval Hammocks £9.99

* |talian padded knee Trousers E£5.50

FAST RVICE - 3 y ok
BY pos I o smvtcr_ T X 2 WEEK * British lightweights, new .. .£12.50
* MINIMUM ORDER ONLY 10 GARMENTS £5.50

* British lightweights, Grade 1

@ % JOKES *UP TO 5 COLOUR PRINTING *PTShote i ..., ELO8
{ .

® WHOOPEE CUSHIONS @

*NO ARTWORK OR SCREEN CHARGES' * Khaki Shorts ... 1999
CI;AS;:I';(EESK':(?E'FISRE:KS\?Vﬁgg ®ALL SHIRT SIZES & COLOURS IN STUCK * German Para Trousers . .... £6.99
EXPLODING JOKES ® ADULT NOVELTIES *OIRECT SCREEN PRINTING * |talian Knickerbockers .. ... £4.95
MASKS ® TURDS®MAKE-UP ® BADGES ETC. NOT TRANSFERS * German Parkas . . coon E1599
SEND 16p STAMP FOR FREE CATALOGUE * Israeli Parkas . ...........£2350
3 THE GROVE, ; ® SAS Smock e
JOKE su"FAHNﬂ%ROUGH, HANTS The Boston Tee Shirt Co. Ltd. @ SAS Bcrar:g:nss
1Hennock Road ® High Leg Boots 4
Marsh Barton Ind. Est. ® DMS Shoes
$xeter EX2( 8ND : gg %agggng gags
; l.Exet 92 94 : ebbing Sets
SAY IT WITH ol E ater (0392) 309 ® 44 Webbing Sets
KNICKERS! & ingcies

@ New issue Sox

Tantalizing Bikini Briefs in Black, ® Para Smocks DPM

Red or White, gift-wrapped and
sentwith a card bearing your own

BOSTON TEES GLARANTELS
- G

ISAE for Free Catalogue please)

i POST COUPON OR PHONE FOR N %/ FREE COLOUR BROCHURE »
petsanyl...(on.__very orlisied ‘ SILVERMAN'S (SM)
Send cheque/PO for £4.99 stating !!/ LY ’I Miss M*jlﬁ&%ﬁggg 5;511 3
colour, message and destination ADDRESS .

S Personal callers Monday-Friday
2 “Almost Anything in Govt Surplus”
M. Mahon, Dept SM, "Britain’s Leading Suppliers of kit to the
35 Grimshill Rd, Tel No ! Professionals
Whitstable Ken} (capitale ploase) 5 Maximum/minimum p&p £1.70
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GENDINE 15U GORE-TEX BIVI
BAGS

SUPPYUINE—
MINIATURE MEDALS
BY POST SERVICE

LS&GC/GSM NI £4.50. BEM
£7.50 War/Defence S/Atlantic &

the organisation, tactics and equipment of

@® DPM light hts ni £22.50 FROM
® DFM slr?ins“\iiegitgtweigﬁ:vnew £18 gO A & F (Dept WA). 8A Collsge Hill, Bhrawsbury, 8Y1 1LZ.

(SAE for free catalogue please) (BAD G ES Wire, Silk, ana

Lapel Badges, .
SILVERMAN'S (SMF) Stickers, Flags & Car Badges, Club SpOfts Shll’tS
London E1 4PS Ties, Tie Pins & Cuff Links. Plaques,
Tel 01-790 5257 ok ey g Other Products Ties, Hats,
(Personal callers Mon-Fri) Writs to: Lighters, Stickers, Metal &
am.n:;- ::%I:\g' ::m::: of kit SIAL AS.I A Sew-on Fabric Badges, Aprons,

Tea Towels & Tote Bags

\ 18 @lancoe Avenus, liford 182 7AL

@ FREEDESIGN SERVICE

T-SHIRTS, SWEATSHIRTS

Silk screen printed to your own design. (Min order 20).

These genuine 4 : - £
British issue Side opening £56.50 inc VAT, Hooped Bivi Egsﬁﬁtgnﬁgg}ounf‘,'s?\gfs Ji%‘i?gé
,‘"a‘gﬁg‘g;;?g Bag £89.70inc VAT, DPM Bashers, Gore-Tex £6.00.  MBE/MM  QGM
%l T I oot jackets, Barbour jkts, DPM Waterproof jackets £7.00+15% VAT +30p post &
; : . . e ) pack. Mounting service for full/
your size and send only £28.50 + £1.70 and suits. Survival kits, Bino’s, Rucksacks. It's 2kt FTIITeS . SR SRR ridth
® As above factory 2nds  £22.50 allin our 1984 catalogue, senda 17p stamp to logue.
@ DMS shoes factory 2nds  £9.99 G.D. SPecialist sljpp“ers, 4 Wren Close, to SUPPLYLINE, INGRAM
@ Ammo Boots new £27.50 Alt Hants. GU34 2JH PARADE, ROTHWELL, LEEDS,
® DMS ankle boots new  £18.50 on, nants, - YORKS. LS26 ONU.
@ NI Boots £23.99
@ DMS ankle boots grade 1~ £6.50
@ Jungle Boots new £22.50

@ German Para Boots grade 1 £14.99 , THE BRITISH ARMY - ’ = : _
® Trainers new £7.50 il s f;'r'n':mmm & The Top Quality range of personalised printed shirts
® Wellies £7.99

d British Ar Essential ding for
el M e W T SHIRTS & SWEATSHIRTS

; THE SOVIET LAND FORCES - ==
@ Arctic Sox new £3.50 ﬁ A POCKET GUNDE
@ Insoles new £1.50 The only pocket guide that provides
® Para laces £1.50 current inf 1 on the c,h i -i and
equipment currently in use with the Soviet Army
@ Sea 50x £3.50 Designed to fit the pocket of a combat jacket —
® Trousers lightweight new £12.50 PRICE: £1.50 (includes 50p p&p) i

T—Shil"tS Double stitched seams y \
P&P on any quantity £1.70 Sweat Shil’tS British made

Crew, Vee Neck, Hooded & Jog Suits

MINIMUM ORDER-ONLY I2

Please send me your FREE colour brochure
& details of your gREE shirt voucher,

Top quality shirts.Fast efficient service.
For free information package contact

SPRINTPR’NT 15/16 Cambria Bridge Road,

Swindon SN1 5LH,Wiltshire. Tel(0793) 695766

F T ITITITITITITITITIT T T I TV I T VT Vs

IT'S OUT NOW! THE NEW 1985
SURVAVAL AIDS CATALOGUE

Better than ever, many more products and now in full colour throughout!

This is the Outdoor Equipment Catalogue — 36 pages with over 300 items described, illustrated
and guaranteed.

Survival kits, rucksacks, sleeping bags, Gore-Tex bivi bags, winter clothing, Gore-Tex and windproof
DPM jackets, compasses, torches, binoculars etc, plus details of Britain’s leading Survival School.

Send just £1.00 for Catalogue and free year’s subscription to the quarterly *Survival News'
SURVIVAL AIDS LTD (Dept S ), Morland, Penrith, Cumbria CA103AZ

Telephone (09314) 307/404
T I T T T T T T T VG T VT T F T T IS Sy

DALE STREET, CRAVEN ARMS, SHROPSHIRE SY7 SNY.
TEL. CRAVEN ARMS (05882) 2703 & 2502

Stampess

MAKE YOUR MARK INLIFE | ! !
Hundreds of crazy rubber stamps in

Stampede's s o

Pick out one of our designs or have your

artwork or design made into a rubber

stamp. Send §.A.E. for catalogue to:

STAMPEDE, PO Box 3, PORTHMADOG
GWYNEDD, WALES, UK.

s MINIMUM ORDER 12 g
Large discounts for quantity

T-Slaltirts
'Sweatshirts

Send for free brochure fo:-

aleh SPORT & [HSURE PRODUCTS
ENELEM HOUSE - CHURCH 5T- HECKMONDWIKE - W YORKSHIRE WFE OLF
A TH 05M.- 404508 )
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FOR YOURSELF
Satin basques TR

BUY HER -
‘SOMETHING
SPECIAL

and waspies — the j f/’ 4
sexiest most 55'
i §

N

feminine way to
dress the woman \
in your life

HUNEYMBON :
{Style 318)
Semi-opadue

virgin white

pasque with
matching briefs |
stockings &
gane.

0 RANCE
£12h3959? H‘:I,}; ICES
SPECIALISTS
MOTOR - B.F.G.
Tl : UK. & LET US
. \\frite or call for
\'
40 page Colour Catalogue E'Teggsg G‘VEAYOU
A2us FREE Tri-Silk Bikini
HOUSEHOLD
send only £2.00 LIFE FREE
P.&P. nEFUNunnELETED HOLIDAY QUOTE
EEEEHS'IAEQDE%!AS%%QW[EG HORSE COVER
Lady of Paris =" Sovereign Insurance Services,
SMALLBROOK QUEENSWAY The Packway, Larkhill.
BIRMINGHAM BS 4HX Nr. Salisbury. Wilts SP4 BPY
Lady of Paris Video Tape £29.95 L Tel. 0044-980-53431.
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ARMY CALENDAR 1985

The ever-popular Army calendar, in 1985, commemorates the valour
of 12 holders of the Victoria Cross, including that of the first double
VC and of Rambahadur Limbu, the only serving holder of the
decoration. All of the 12 monthly illustrations show one VC holder,
many in colourful and dramatic representations of the action which
won the award.

Inaddition to the illustration each page contains a brief description
of the man and his regiment.

For your copy, fill in and clip the coupon below and send with £3
(Cheques, postal orders or international money orders made out in
sterling, payable to Command .Cashier UKLF) to SOLDIER,
Ordnance Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU.

r————————————————————

Please send me...........
cheque, POIMO NO....veeecsrenasirens valne L o

copies of the 1985 Army calendar. I enclose

llf\\ll\l BLOCK LETTERS

2nd ARMY HALF MAHATHUN

24th March 1985
RUSHMOOR ARENA, ALDERSHOT

Entry Forms and Details in Army Orders
or send SAE to:

FLEET HALF MARATHON, PO BOX 1, FLEET, HANTS, 6U13 9JU

&
have a

*Up

1st Class Artwork, Printing

SWEATSHIRTS

own design,which will
wash & wear time & time
again. IT MAKES SENSE

#Minimum order 12
#Reasonable all inclusive prices

FREE Brochure/Price list
phone 0603 745018

#: orwrite PREMIER LEISUREWEAR

Dept SLD Jarrold wWay. Bowthorpe

Norwich.Norfolk NR5 9JD

SHIPS.SHORE ESTABLISHVIENTS. AIRFORCE

POSTED OVERSEAS

YOU
COULD SAVE UP TO

45%

On the UK. list|price on your
Tax Free Car, with over 9 years
experience we can offer a superb
range of cars and service.

FIND OUT MORE.

3 Please state make, model, delivery date.
b 4 Havercrott Buildings
Chapel Road
b |€a Gt
:' MRy OVERSERS OMOMATC SaLes West Sussex, BN11 1DG.

Tel: (0903) 213559

>MILLION
> PEOPLE

CAN'T BE WRONG!

Super British Garments
Iways been our priority.

T-SHIRTS

Printed with your

TO BUY QUALITY.

to six colours printed

SARMY BASES.CLUBS.PUBS.SCHOOLS.COLLEGES.ETC.:=

DRAB

NAME TAPES

{IN SETS OF SIX TAPES)

ANY QUANTITY SUPPLIED
SEND FOR PRICE LIST.

Lancashire Pleating Co. Ltd,
Lees Road,

Kirkby Industrial Estate,
Liverpool L33 7SA.

Phone 051-546 5161/2.

y Beautiful lingerie

) Send NOW for your full
) colour catalogue. Price £2
(refundable).

Abigail Lingerie
Victorian Arcade
Shrewsbury SY1 1PS

) Use our free ‘Special Mes-
) sage’ service. Cheques or
p credit cards accepts. Per-
sonal shoppers welcome.

e

FOR REAL VALUE IN
ORIGINAL GOVERNMENT
SURPLUS

CAMMO JACKETS
CAMMO CAPS
No 2 DRESS UNIFORMS
COMBAT TROUSERS
COMBAT SHIRTS ;
.58 WEBBING

: FACE VEILS y

¢ | pms Boots

? | coveraLLs

¢ | TENTS

¢ | CAMMO NETS

{ | THE SURPLUS CENTRE,

? 147 BALLARDS LANE,

¢ - | LONDON N3.

3 | 01348 2004

:; nearest tube Finchley Central, SAE for

b free price list.

i e N E




SOLDIER MART ........ SOLDIER MART ........ SOLDIER MART

JAvailable to MILITARY PERSONNEL ONLY

The CUTDOORSMAN'S BOORSTORE

COMBAT SURVIVAL

BOOK TOKENS Tel. 087 484-660 ——m=ry  SURVIVALEVASION AND ESCAPE [ COMBAT | Newer berore masmeomepis: DEPT S,
* L This field handbook to tried-and- hc An extremely uselul complete

AN INFANTRYMAN'S GUIDE TO URBAN COMBAT jremr == === 1 true survival methods is written by manual on physical and combat | langorse
Jungles of glass and steel, cities are the most dangerous of SURVIVAL Army experts. Colored plates of survival traiming. and tachics Con-
all terrains 1o fight a war—and the most likely. Here, in FM snakes and plants make for fool- tains rare info on evading and si- Brecon
90-10-1,is the info that prepares police and military units to EVASION proof identification of poisonous lencing guard dogs sabolage p
meel—and beat—the threat of urban combat. This book is AND and edible specimens. Learn how intelligence gathering survival owys
loaded with self-explaining illustrations showing the best ESCAPE to survive at sea. in a hostile camp navigation pumitive megicne D3 TUE
tactical moves, accompanied by clear, concise directions. or in the tropics. Other topics evasion and escape ammal lraps
Topics include offensive operations, combat support, how e =i improvising shelters, obtaining and much more' 8", x 11 _softcover ey
1o attack and clear buildings, demolitions, urban combat i b s food and water and more. 4% x 6%, lus 160 pp £41 .25 =
skills and much more 288 pp, sc. £9.96 "t softcover, illus., 430 pp £7.95 Catalogue over 1500

P. & P. First Book £1.50 - 50p thereafter,

titles 50p (Stamps OK) FREE with book order

ADVANCED CAR EXPORTS

TAX-FREE CAR
BARGAINS

CURRENT SPECIAL OFFERS ON:

FORD PEUGEOT TALBOT

FIESTA 205" SAMBA
ESCORT 305 HORIZON
ORION 505 SOLARA 7
CAPRI =20s6eRvoren ALPINE
S|ERRA ‘CAR OF THE YEAR RANCHO

WHAT CAR, APRIL 84
FORD DELIVERY POINT: GRAYS OF GUILDFORD <

FINANCE MAIN DEALERS  .hi:e
&
INSURANCE ’ = STEREOS
DETAILS .
oN OIS SEVERAL
REQUEST ° MODELS

CARS ALSO AVAILABLE FOR USE IN CYPRUS DR UK

Post coupon today for full details and FREE colour brochure to:

Advanced Car Exports 15 Clarence Court,
The Broadway, London NW7 4RP. Telephone 01-906 2978

SASS WINTER
WARFARE

SUPPLEMENTIS oUT!

WITH VERY SPECIAL
NEW KIT LINES!

Supplement with Photos? Free Copy? Large SAE!
SASS MAG No 2 (with hundreds of items)

plus ‘NEW SUPPLEMENT

FREE COPY OF BOTH? LARGE SAE AND TWO STAMPS!

SPECIAL AIR-SEA SERVICES (INTERNATIONAL)
St George’s Works, St George's Quay, Lancaster, Lancashire.
Telephone (0524) 64204

. TEL:

" Plgase vescribe

.. Part-exchange
separalely S'IE.’Bi’
— — —

LEAVING THE SERVICE?

How many athers will apply for that ideal

“Make iob? How few will be interviewed? How do
vou get on the short list?
someone A professionally prepared CV will improve
vour chances dramatically.
” We are personnel professionals and know
happy the information wanted and how to present

it to command attention and respect
Write or telephone for information on how
we can help you.

CY PLUS, Dept (S). 90 London Road,
Salisbury, Wilts. Tel: 0722 21395

SEND THEM A BEAR!

Just us £3 and we will send a smari litte

bear 1 the person of your choics in & brght
yellow package with a card saying:

“SOMEONE, SOMEWHERE, THNKS YOU'RE
RATHER CUDDLY"
White now o

INEW? warerproor comsar suits
PURPOSE DESIGNED BY EX-PARAS.
BRITISH DPM CAMOUFLAGE OR IN
DLIVE-GREEN 4 0Z PROOFED NYLON.
TOP QUALITY ONLY.
SUCCESSFULLY TESTED IN ALL
ADVERSE WEATHER
CONDITIONS IN NORTHERN &
SOUTHERN HEMISPHERES.
The Jacket: Well proportioned cut with
two breast pockets, one of which in-
corporates a pen or pencil compartment.
Two larger lower pockets. Each of the
four pockets has rain flap held by inner
press studs, opening front with full length
heavy duty zip (non corrosive) elasti-
cated rear waist and lower draw strings,
sleeves fitted with inner storm cuffs. Col-
lar and elasticated hood attached.
The Trousers: Elasticated waist and two
eniry trouser pockets. The complete suit
when packed in the pouch provided mea-
sures 12" x 7*x3". The suits are designed
in 3 sizes — Small, Medium and Large.
Guaranteed top quality.
Price: complete suit £35, jacket only
£25, trousers only £11.50.
124% discount on orders of 10 and over.
Designed by ex-members of the
Parachute Regiment.

JAMIE WOOD LTD, DEPT SN, CROSS ST, POLEGATE,
SUSSEX. TEL: 03212 3813.

POSTAL BEARS, Dept. S.8a Coliege HIl
Shrewsbury 8Y1 112

qu officers or other ranks.
With or without unit designa-
Send for price list. + FREE SWEATER VOUCHER.
Lancashire Pleating Co Lid, Lees
Road, Kirkby Industrial Estate,
 Liverpool L33 7SA.

Phone 051-546 5161/2.

CLUB SWEATERS

BRITISH MADE

EPAULETTE As supplied to regiments, squadrons & ships worldwide.
SLIDES Specially embroidered with your own design, giving
instant recognition and a real sense of identity.

Choice of ‘Superwash’ Lambswool, Shetland & Acrylic.
Prices from £5.70 each. Quantity discounts available
ten -we supply from 1 sweater upwards.

: FREE JACQUARD on 48 garments and above

SWEATSHIRTS & T-SHIRTS CUSTOM PRINTED
Send for free illustrated brochure to:-

B SPORT & LEISURE PRODUCTS _
EMBLEM HOUSE - CHURCH ST+ HECKMONDWIKE - W.YORKS WF16 OLF- TEL. 0924 -404566

® = VIsTh
\@_ .SPO_?JSI

Gt

@ English-made
sweat shirts

@ T-shirts single
& multi- coloured
designs

@® Embroidered
V-neck jumpers

also many other items

VISTA SPORTS LTD.
263a Sydenham Road, Croydon, Surrey
Tel: 01-684 2708/01-689 1626

45
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AUNIQUEWAY TO SEND
YOURLOVE

Cuddly toys at all-in prices—sent to
the one you love with your personal
message, in time for any special
occasion, Individually gift
wrapped. Beautifully made. Money
back guarantee.

G
4

2-4 Piccadilly, Bradford
Wiest Yorkshire BD1 18R

SURVIVAL KNIVES

We stock outdoor knives for every application.
Blades are in surgical steel, scabbards in leather or

rotproof PVC. Trade Enquiries Invited

KM28
JUNGLE SURVIVAL £39.95 post free

Deluxe man size bowie survival — hollow water-
proof hilt with survival kit. Pommel with compass,
heavy camo leather scabbard with stone and leg
ties 6" blade 12" ola

List

BADGES, PLAQUES AND TIES

We make only the best BLAZER BADGES in fine wires and silks at £8.94 each. Also
attractive WALL PLAQUES a1 £10.70 and CAR BADGES at £10.06 each. REGI-
MENTAL TIES (striped design) at £3.90 each (RA FLASH £4.85. Crested designs
£5.10). THESE PRICES INCLUDE VAT AND POSTAGE. Send SAE for Service Price

D J Parkinson, HM Services Hand Embroiderers (Dept S), 124 Valley Drive,
Brighton, BN1 5FF. Telephone Brighton (0273) 501213 during mornings only.

POSTAL ROSES

Christmas special

5 roses and 10 fresias £7.50

10 roses and 10 freisias £12.50
Order now to avoid disappointment.

Enclose cheque/PO to:
Dept M, Rose Centre Lid
St Andrews, Guernsey

CUSTOM HAND
MADE KNIVES

Bowies, Dirks, Survival
and Hunting

Send £1.00 for brochure and knife list to
PETER HENRY & SON
332 Nine Mile Ride, Wokingham, Berkshirs RG11 3NJ

To: SCALEMEAD ARMS Co. Dept.
3 Medway Buildings, Lower Road, m E
Forest Row, East Sussex

CATALOGUE COUPON
enciose €1 — send me your 24
knives, blank firers and airguns. Te

Mame

Agcress

DEPT SOL

When you

eat

contact an

Pennants

advertiser, Som

Badges

say you saw | I
his ad o i 2
A.S. Promotions

Room 32 Lawrence House

555 Lea Bridge Rd, London E10 7EQ
Tel: 01-556 4810

F ks ol fre

SURVIVAL KIT KNIFE

Complete with knife 6in blade, high
carbon steel blade, with ABS plastic
handle, hollow, containing compass,
matches, wiresaw, fishing hooks, line,
needles. Heavy duty sheath with stone
£12.95 + £1 postage

Cheques/postal orders payable to
TROOPERS

FOREIGN LEGION

Badges, uniforms, kepis, records and
militaria of the Legion. British anodised
badges, SAS, Para etc. Stable belts,
equipment and general militaria. World Para
wings and US Special Forces insignia. 60p

10TH (VOLUNTEER) BATTALION,
THE PARACHUTE REGIMENT HOME SERVICE FORCE COMPANY

1. The Home Service Force (HSF) is an integral part of the Territorial Army raised
under the authority of the Reserve Forces Act 1980. The long term aim is to produce
aforce of approximately 4500 men capable of defending vital installations throughout
the United Kingdon, thus releasing Regular Army Units for other tasks.

2. 10 PARA(V) will shortly be required to form a HSF Company. Eligibility to join is
restricted to ex members of The Parachute Regiment Regular or TA Battalions,

3. For further details write to:

The Adjutant, 10th (Volunteer) Battalion, The Parachute Regiment, A Biock, Duke

for large illustrated list.
of York's HQ, King's Road, Chelsea, London SW3 48D or telephone: 01-830 4466

Miles, 151 Malmstone Ave,

Military Surplus

5a-5b George St. Banbury. Tel: 57450 Merstham, Redhill, Surrey RH1 3JL Ext 338.
— —
T-Shirts Sweatshirts [ comraci ik VISTA
g COMBAT JACKET & DELIVERY
Complete Design Screen Print service o IDENTITY LABELS s:g&ggs GN “;
T-Shirts £3.00 Sweatshirts £6.00Q ‘,\“"v"“ “‘:“‘a lin wide khaki labels with your name eIy
including artwork, screen and single ** ne b embroidered in black capital letters Yiin .
colour print (with huge discounts for S — high h - Uk ;
quantity). Also printed team barrel bags . ; £ k)‘ Overseas Despatch
tracksuits/sporishirts manufactured bl - Despatch  inc VAl
and printed in any colour combinations. &y L 1-5 (any name) £1.50 each £1.73 each
First rate car sticker/self adhesive- - A4 = anf 6-20 (any name)£1.25 each £1.44 each
vinyl service at unbeatable prices % 0'251'.‘_\ > For high quantities please write for details
of further discounts.
Far Iree price list THE SPECIALIST Send:lleque/l’()toﬁoddinzlgﬂs.i:oogl!:.
i i . HM FORCES Cannons Lane, Hatfield Broa ak,
mm . T-SHIRT PRINTERS Bishop's Stortford, Herts, allowing 28 days e
_ delivery. 01-684 2708 b honghlon MO
55 Brook St., Chester. Tel: Cnester (0244) 311028 Llh-aas 1626 Croy
— Surrey, CR9 2LU  J

ATS U N Economy - Reliability
Value for Money
® Datsun Sunny No 1 in “Which'' Report Jan 1983

@ Datsun Bluebird No 4 in *'Which'' Report Jan 1983

FORD Gives you more

® XR2 @ XR3 ® RS1600i @ Sierra etc.

Also: LEYLAND/ROVER VAUXHALL/OPEL

l Return this coupon marking it Sovereign “FREEPOST ', Larkhill, Salisbury. Wiltshire Tel (0980) 53431/52366

__D

* Forces tax free specialists

* Big discounts

* Part exchange top prices paid
* Low deposit finance

* Special overseas bank and
NAAFI loans

| Name Rank
| Address

| Make/Model Required —t

* Special insurance division

| Part Exchange Posting Date_
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For Sale

Commando Gunners in the Falk-
lands, a coloured print by Joan
Wanklyn, size 25" x 17" cost £3.50 inc
p&p. Apply:

Capt ig-Jones, 8 Cdo Bty, 29 Cdo
Regt RA, The Royal Citadel, Plymouth,
PL1 2PD.

Commando ‘stay-fresh’ socks, MOD
standard, size 6 to 10, olive, £2.95.
BDR Trading Surplus, 7 Teville Gate,
Worthing, Sussex. Tel: 39658.

The Military Cross. Superb die-struck
museum quality replicas, now available
£17.50 each inc VAT/post.

S D Kellaway, 30 Coventry Road,
Burbage, Leics, LEI0 2HP. 0455
39262.

Collector selling militaria, badges,
books, model soldiers etc. Send SAE
to:

R Caren, 18 Avalon Drive, Freckleton,
Preston, PR4 1PE.

Records and cassettes from 99p. Rock,
jazz, standards, C& W. All new. All
bargains. SAE for lists.

Horizon Records, 4 Henley Close,
Elton, Bury, Lancs, BL8 2DF.
Brass Royal Marine helmet plates
(Queens Crown) £1.50 plus SAE,
Dubai, Jordan, Egypt, parawings
(metal) £1.50 plus SAE (or exchange).
Bate, 5 Church St, Wymeswold, Leics,
LE 12 6TX. 0509 880146.

Officers Service dress, parachute
regiment (infantry pattern) size 44”
chest, 37" waist, 33" leg. Offers around
£120 Sam Browne £15.

S Sutton, 210 Ashley Down Road,
Ashley Down, Bristol, BS7 9]JZ.
Combat boots, new or second hand,
several pairs, sizes 7, 8, 9 only (some
with commando soles), £10-£15. Ring
01-834 4302 (daytime, weekdays and
weekends) or write to:

T W Cooper, 8 Robin Court, Lupus
St, London SW1.

Scots Grey Trooper on horse, Water-
loo period. Half section brass figure
approx 9 inches high. Good detail
£12.50 postage/packing £2.

Army Brass, 211 Dunvant Rod, Killay,
Swansea, West Glam.

Beersteins Half-litre grey, any crest,
any colours, minimum 60 pieces at
DM10.30 each, all costs included. No
VAT added.

Cavalry, Yeomanry, Volunteer and
Infantry badges, breaking collection.
SSAE for list, some medals.

D ] Williams, 3 Holmwood Close,
Tuffley, Gloucester.

New British Army issue high leg boots,
not seconds, perfects, £26.45. Mint
sets 58 pattern webbing with large pack
and water bottle and cup £39.95. Post
paid in UK. SAE list.

Joe’s Surplus, Ashgrove Farm, Ardley,
Bicester, Oxon, OX6 9P].

New list of militaria, Army, Navy, Air
Force. Army cap badges: Tank Corps,
Rifle Brigade, Guards, Dragoons,
Infantry, Lancers, London regiments,
Hussars, Home Guard and Vols (eg
Madras, Bengal Fusiliers, Highland LI,
DCLI, 1st VB), Blackpool Vols,
Gloucester Huss, Guards Machine
Gunners, etc. Naval cap ribbons:
Cossack, Hood, Warspite, Rodney,
Renown, Royal Oak, Benbow, Colos-
sus, Scharnhorst, Prinz Eugen, Tirpitz
etc. 3 x 17p stamps to:

Morley Wescombe, 28 Church St,
Mevagissey, Cornwall.

Wisewear heavyweight waxed cotton
jackets, British DPM (£35) or olive
green (£29). Postage £1.50 (XL sizes
add £2). SAE for full catalogue.
Quantity discounts available. Tele-
phone for Barclaycard, Access or COD
immediate dispatch Dorking 883780.
Dept SD, Unit 1, Church Street,
Dorking, Surrey.

British Canadian cap badges, titles,
patches, worldwide Para wings, hats,
berets, exchange/sale.

Dave Tite, 92 Eaton Road, Kempston,
Bedford.

British Army DPM combat jacket.
Latest parttern, almost new, size 36",
fully lined with drawstrings, complete
with DPM hood, only £20.

Stuart Cook, 22 Parkside, Haverhill,
Suffolk, CB9 8NG. 0440 703046.
British military cap badges, breaking
collection, reasonable price, send
SSAE.

H Carter, 28 Ropebank Avenue,
Wistaston, Crewe, Cheshire, CW2
6RP.

Superb copies, GM, MM, MC, VC,
£2 each, DFC, AFC, etc, £3.50 each.
SSAE for Lists. HQ 84 Southgate,
Gloucester, UK.

US insignia, special forces, patches,
badges, English badges, worldwide
niedals, camo suit, webbing. SSAE for
list.

Diane, Top Flat, 84 Southgate St,
Gloucester.

Quality military type cap badges for
sale from 1880. Reasonable prices,
wants lists welcome. Large SAE for
price list.

R A Sanders, 15 Springhill Road,
Grendon Underwood, Bucks.

Army green penholder brazzards with
flap for rank. £2. DPM style £2.30
includes P & P.

V Henderson, 6 Thames Crescent,
Melksham, Wilts.

Why not start collecting, Coronation,
Jubilee, School, Sports, Masonic,
Buffs, Regilious and miscellaneous
medals, Lapel badge ect, from £l
upwards. Send stamp for lists to:

18 Hollybank Rd, Birkenhead.

100 adhesive labels 50 x 25mm
printed with address/message/advert
only £2. Dance tickets/bookmatches
£8. Cash/cheque with order.
Q-Print, 35 Cowgill Close, North-
ampton NN3 4PB. Tel: 0604 406401.
Wire blazer badges — competitive
prices. Send for catalogue of over 150
different types to:

Miniature Medals (SM), 30 Coventry
Road, Burbage, Leics, LE10 2HP. Tel:
0455 39262.

Military history, many books avail-
able, old and not so old. Send Ist class
stamp for list.

M G Pearson Books, S1, 13 Aintree
Crescent, Barkingside, Essex, I1G6
2HD.

Royal Signals Mess kit. Jacket size
40", trousers waist 38", inside leg 29",
bow tie, waistcoat. £65 secures the lot,
including post and package.

Paul Leniston, 17 St Andrews Road,
Warminster, Wilts.

Wanted

Canadian cadet urgently requires any
unwanted British combat clothing
(height 5"7” waist 36”, chest 38”) or
any 1958 pattern webbing. Will gladly
pay postage.

A E Innes, RR++3 Old Scott Road,
Ganges BC, Canada, VOS 1EO.

Replica assault rifles/SMGs. UZI,
HK, Galil, good specimens only. Also
magazines, ammo.

John Taylor, Ocean Benloyal, Atlantic
Drilling, Minto Drive, Althens,
Aberdeen.

Bullet belt to swap for M16 SLR Bren,
Lewis gun 303 or any magazines for
any guns. Please write or phone.

W H Roberts-Jones, 2 Mountain View,
Llantoist, Abergavenny, Gwent, NP7
9YA. Tel: Abergavenny 4879.

Cadet requires one DPM para combat
jacket size 36”, limited finances, good
condition but cheap please.

Dominic Regan, 70 Horn St, Hythe,
Kent, CT21 55R. 0303 38826.
Cadet would like DPM para smock,
alsoan AAC flying suitand AAC pilots
wings. 38” chest. Cheap please as
finance limited.

Jason Wheatley, 45 York Crescent, Hill
Top, West Bromwich, West Midlands,
B70 0JU.

Cadet sergeant instructor requires
RCT mess dress, size 38” waist, 44"
chest, 6ft height, can collect anywhere
in UK. Reasonable price paid.

Sgt Instructor T Baines, 5 Meadow
Way, Leighton Buzzard, Beds. 0525
381365.

Require collection of US cloth
patches, 500 or over. Will collect and
pay cash, UK only.

Rose, 74 Abbey Road, Bardney, Lincs,
LN3 5XD. 0526-398523.

Donations of any military items,
badges, cloth or metal photographs,
headdress etc, any items of all periods,
all wars to date required for planned
Army Cadet Force collection and
proposed cadet museum, small amount
of cash available. Any donated items
gratefully received.

Sgt W D Drennan, 1st Cdt Bn Queens
Regt, Swiss Cottage, Caterham School,
Caterham, Surrey, CR3 6YA. 0883
40450.

Medals, coins, stamps, gold and silver,
jewellery, militaria etc. Send by regi-
stered post or call at shop. Fair deal
guaranteed.

Ferry Stamps & Coins, 110 Woolwich
High St, London, SE18 6DW.

One DPM cold weather cap with ear
flaps and also one DPM combat jacket
hood. Good condition please.

I Goode, 39 Allerton Lane, W

Andresen-Versand, Zur Rosenau 1,
D-6251, Runkel-Hofen, Germany. ¢
06482-2344. 4
Postcards in full colour of military ¢
uniforms from Britain, France, USA, {
Canada, from £1.50 per set. Send SAE
for list. 4
The Pompadour Galleries, 1-3 Fairview
Parade, Mawney Road, Romford, §
Essex. 4
Service medals wanted and for :
exchange by collector please. Send list ;
to:

E Pyecroft, 251 Herries Road, Shef- ‘
field, S5 7AX.

War and campaign medals, full size or
miniature, supplied loose or ready
mounted for wear. Blazer badges in
gold/silver wire. SAE for quotation.

B & A A Mitchells, Unit 127, Market
Hall, Oldham, Lancs.

Nine volumes ‘History of Great War’

AS FROM the issue of SOLDIER dated 14 January 1985,
there will be new conditions for the insertion of Classified
Advertisements in the magazine.

For some considerable time, SOLDIER has charged only 5p per
word — with a minimum charge of 50p — for commercial

Classified Advertisements; those from private advertisers have

been printed at no charge.

To simplify the conditions, ALL Classified Advertisements
will in future be charged at the same price of 5p per word, with
a 50p minimum. There will be no free advertisements for
private individuals, and the series discount for commercial

advertisers will be withdrawn.

4
But SOLDIER will in future publish FREE of charge ¢

)
1' tion and price required.

Bromwich, W Midlands B71 2HR.
) 021-502 4115.
) One setof 1958 pattern webbing. Good
) condition please. As cheap as possible
) as finances very limited — only fourteen
) years old.
) Tan Goode, 39 Allerton Lane, Brom-
) wich, West Midlands B71 2HR. Tel:
) 021-502 4115.
Collector wishes to purchase WW2
coloured sidehats to the following units:
RAMC, RAChD, SWBs. Also wishes
to purchase pre-war collarless ‘grey-

shirt 15" collar.

Gary Packer, 17 Tanyrallt Road,
Clydach, Swansea SA65]JQ. Tel: (0792)
842888.

Medals, decorations, and long service
awards, purchased. Send full descrip-

?
)
<
2
)
3
:. back’ or shirt and WW?2 collarless khaki
$
[
]
¢
5
1

)

P A Burman, Blackborough End, Kings

notices involving Service or ex-Service personnel, and it will ¢
continue the FREE publication of reunion and ‘Can you help?’
notices. All of these personal notices must be signed by a close )
relative or, where appropriate, one of the parties involved. A ¢
full address must also be given, although not necessarily for
) publication. p
) The new conditions apply to advertisements and notices received {
) for the 14 January and later issues, but where advertisements !
: have already been received by SOLDIER the old rates will be :
) honoured. : [
: All advertisements must be prepaid and submitted on the )
M. St John, 10 Pickering Rd, Bentley, § Classified Advertisement form printed frequently in SOLDIER |

Doncaster DN5 OHD. Tel: 0302 ) (see page 48) r
872646. Yo uE T

Lynn, Norfolk. Tel: 0553 840350.
Royal Artillery gun layers badge for

)
(1914); 2 volumes ‘Secrets and Stories :
: blues. Will pay P&P for badge. Good
)
)
)

¢
[
4
¢
[
[
4
¢
4
{
of Second War' (1939) and other books. §
Offers please. ) |
] H Fraser, 148 Scrubs Lane, London, ‘ condition please. Reasonable price!
[ Bdr Tattersall, 18/5 Regt RA, BFPO
4 102.
[ Collector seeks blue gorget patches,
[ formerly worn by colonels AEC or
4 RAEC.
[ Clarke, 74 Cleeve Hill, Downend,
{ Bristol, BS16 6HQ. 0272 567395.
{ Items of Argentine forces from
: Falklands badges or what have you?
‘ Please give item and price. 1
¢ Mr Palmer, 17 The Broadway, s
Whitehawk, Brighton, Sussex. 695050 :
after 5 pm.

NWI10 6QX.

1907 Army Service Corps stable belt in
mint condition. Offers. Cpl Bellizzi,
65 Adv Trg Sqn RCT, Buller Bks,
Aldershot, Hants.

0252-24431 ext 3451.

Disposing of 976 US shoulder patches.
676 Police, 300 industrial, Hospital,
Campus Police. £210 inc postage. Will
deliver 120 miles.

)
)

)

)

)

)

)

)

}

)

)

: conventionally worded birth, engagement, marriage and death )
)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)
)
)
4
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

e e o
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Genuine issue bicycle, good price for
good kit.

Leigh, 40 Vinebank St, Stoke on
Trent. 0782 45729.

Burma veteran ex-25th Dragoons
seeks book *“Tank Tracks to Rangoon”
by Perrett, in good condition. Quote
price to:

Willis, 16 Hamilton Gardens, Burn-
ham, Bucks. 06286 5568.

Collector requires British police
helmet plates, cap badges, police lamps,
photographs and documents. Willing
to exchange or purchase.

Moore, 135 Kings Road, Haslemere,
Surrey, GU27 2QQ. Tel 0428 51236.
Photos, pictures of Legionnaire A R
Cooper. Information as to his present
situation. Copy of autobiography “Born
to Fight”. Good prices offered.

Lt F M Evans, John Astor House,
Foley St, London, W1P 8AN.
Professional photographer interested
in photographing uniforms of pastand
present if militaria collectors would
like good quality prints and trans-
parencies of their collection.

Mike Arlen. 01-373 1107.

Book: ‘Operation Sealion’, by Ron
Wheatley, repeat: Wheatley. About
successive German plans for invasion
1940,

F R Reed, 104 Cherry Garden Road,
Eastbourne, East Sussex, BN208HG.

Cars/Caravans

Continental headlamps Honda
Accord 1980, £25 including p & p.

R Short, 4 Grange Crescent, Lincoln,
LN6 8BT. 0522 688627.

Services

Leaving the Service? Seven thousand
or more addresses available of com-
panies operating worldwide in all
spheres of industry like agriculture,
aviation, catering, communications,
construction, engineering, medical,
mining and metals, marine, oil explor-
ation and production and transport-
ation. £3.50 per 500 random addresses
post paid. Cheque or postal order to:
P Habgood, 82 Deverill Road,
Warminster, Wilts, BA12 9QT.

SOS. Special Order Service. We
custom make anything in waterproof
DPM: Bashas, 58 pack, bergan liners,
capes. Holdalls, gaiters etc, anything!
Bill Bentley MM, Basha! Enterprises,
PO Box 13, Rossendale, Lancs, BB4
8SU. 0706 220 728.

Without the help of a first class
Curriculum Vitae you will find it
difficult to get the civilian job of your
choice. Let me, an ex-Service officer
and now a Personnel Manager in
Industry, prepare your CV and
translate your military experience into
language employers understand and
value. Write without obligation to:
John Cooper, 12 Water St, Stamford,
Lincs, PE9 2NJ. Tel 0780 62960.
Dusstamps starts its seventh year as
the only club for servicemen world-
wide. Monthly newsletter and postal
auction. Membership details — Jim
Morris, 56 Moss Lane, Sale, Cheshire,
M33 5AR. 061-973 3458,

C & ] Tailors. Military Qutfitters and
Medal Specialists. Medal Mounting
service, reasonable rates. 21 days return
delivery.

Reading (0734) 25356 or London 01
387 3471.
Travel agent. Travel with us from
anywhere to anywhere. Cheapest flights
worldwide including Cyprus. For
military personnel we offer the lowest
possible prices for your flight only, or
your family holiday. Call or write.
The Aldershot Agency, 245 High
Street, Aldershot, Hants. Tel: (0252)
316161.

Autohire Ford Escorts from only
£37.50pw! Saloons/estates/automatics.
Free local delivery. Ottershaw 2210.
Direct from glass engraver. Your
regimental badge, name, superbly
engraved on glass tankard, £12, goblet
£14, plaque on plinth £9.50.

Alan Clarke, 120 Ashbourne Avenue,
Aspull, Wigan, Lancs, WN2 1HN.
(0942) 323197.

Try our top range of lingerie.
Confidential express service. Discount
prices. Send £1 for catalogue now to:
RML Associates, 10 Court Close,
Franche, Kidderminster, Worcs, DY 11
S5YZ.

We specialise in Thirdreich/Imperial
German decorations, badges, insignias,
headdresses and uniforms of the period
— all authentic. We also have a selection
of British, French, American WW 1
and WWII relics. Our full mail-order
catalogue is 50p (UK) £1 (overseas).
Weiner aus Wien Military Antiques,
2 Market St, The Lanes, Brighton,
Sussex.

Holidays

Bournemouth. Superior self catering
holiday flats between sea and shops,
colour TV, parking.

Mrs M Cross, 165 Wilton Road,
Salisbury, Wilts. 0722 28193,

‘Breakaway’ weekend ‘survival’
courses. In the Brecon Beacons area,
ex-Special Forces Instructor.
Further details: Hereford (0432)
267097.

South of France, nr Cap d’Agde.
Luxury 6-berth Superstar mobile
home, mains services, on excellent 4-
star site close to wide sandy beaches.
Fully inclusive price for the mobile
home from £70.00 per week. 10%
discount on early bookings for 1985.
Site brochure and full details on
request.

Kirby, 22 Moorlands, Wing, Leighton
Buzzard, Beds. Tel: Wing (029668) 676
any time.

Ramsgate. Small family guest house
would welcome long term/short term
residents. 50 yds sea, central heating,
television, friendly atmosphere. Write
or phone (before 10am please).
Guest House Spencer, 29 Augusta

Road, Ramsgate, Kent. Tel: 0843

588833.
House Letting

The Servicemen’s Letting and Care-
taking Agency provides a property
management service which is second
to none. Designed by servicemen
specifically for house-owning service-
men in the Surrey/Sussex/Hampshire
areas. For brochure write or phone:

SLCA Wild Pines, Tekels Way,
Camberley, Surrey. Tel: (0276) 21847.

Houses for Sale

Four-bedroomed modern detached
house in Corsham, Wiltshire. Garage,
garden, gas CH. Fitted kitchen, bath,
2 WCs, lounge, dining room. Fitted
carpets throughout, plus curtains.
Vacant possession. £43,500.

Slater, HQ JSLO, Villa Spiritus, Bonn,
BFPO 19. Tel: Bonn Mill Extn 29 or
Germany 0228 218051/0221 378475,

Colchester. Three-bedroomed de-
tached house with garage on small estate
near to town centre and railway station
(London 55 mins). Kitchen, L-shaped
lounge/diner, 3 bedrooms, bathroom,
CH, good sized garden. Easy to let.
£32,500.

Tel: Aldershot 23924.

Four bedrooms, double glazed
throughout, GCH, kitchen, dining
room, lounge, bathroom with WC and
electric shower. £41,000.

Trinder, 13 Twelveacre Crescent,
Cove, Farnborough, Hants. 0252
546856. 3
Harrogate. 4-bedroomed detached -
bungalow, large lounge, dining room,
four double bedrooms, one with shower
cubicle, bathroom, cloakroom, full gas
central heating, fully carpeted. Large
secluded garden, south facing, enclosed
by Leylandi hedge. Mainly lawn with
19 young fruit trees. Large garage, 15
mins walk to town centre, 5 mins walk
to open fields. £42,750 ono.

Price, 15 Chartwell Gardens, Alder-
shot, Hants. 0252 314370.

Modern detached bungalow. 3 bed-
rooms, non-estate. Long Sutton,
Lincolnshire. Gas central heating.
Telephone, conservatory, garage, trim
gardens. £27,950.

WOI (RSM) Luedicke,4 ADTR RCT,
BFPO 29. Tel: Minden Mil 5503,
Minden Civil 26983,

Norwich. A luxury development of
flats and town houses with river
moorings close to city centre. 4
bedroomed houses from £67,500 and
penthouse flats from £44,000. All with
gas CH.

Tel: Norwich (0603) 26505,

Personal

Penpal mag for lonely people.
Approval copy from:
Matchmaker (X66), Chorley, Lancs.

relative
Conditions

for contents of advertisement.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS
Headings For Sale; General; Cars:
Sits Vac; Services; Holidays; Swa
Cost 5p per word; minimum 10 words: up to 10 words of name
address and telephone number for 25 X
Bookings must be prepaid and will be accepted on this form only
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notices: free of charge. Booking to be signed by subject or close

p Shop, etc.
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THE Army Football Association
always takes a bit of a risk when it
schedules the game against Oxford
University in the week allocated
to the Corps Quadrangular
Tournament.

The Quadrangular — the annual
battle for soccer supremacy between
the Royal Artillery, the Royal
Engineers,the Royal Signals, and the
Royal Electrical and Mechanical
Engineers — takes precedence over all
other fixtures. Consequently the Army
is deprived of almost its entire first
team squad.

For the past 20 years the gamble
with the timing of the fixture against
Oxford has paid off — the University
has won just one game. But this year
the scratch Army XI was unlucky
enough to meet the best Dark Blue
side for a very long time.

HEADACHE

Gunners on the attack in the dying

3 g

minutes of the crucial match with
the Sappers.

Scoring twice in the first three
minutes Oxford set their seal on the
:Snatch to emerge comfortable winners

-2.

Meanwhile the Royal Engineers
carried off the Quadrangular for the
second year in succession. During the
week of competition they beat the
Signals 3-1, REME 4-3, and drew with
the Artillery 2-2 to take the title,

The Gunners had to be content with
second place. They have, as a matrter of
interest, never won this title although
the Quadrangular itself developed some
12 years ago out of the annual match
they traditionally played with the
Engineers.

TERRIERS

TRIUMPH

THE TA ladies team defeated their
Regular Army counterparts in the
representative match held in
conjunction with the Inter Corps
Orienteering event in the New
Forest (see feature page 38).

The competition comprised a night
leg on Canford Health, with one team
to count, and a day event at Lyndhurst
in which all three contributed to the
score.

Led by Lieutenant Jean Payne of 35
Signal Regiment (V), the TA girls
established a coimmanding lead in the
night section following the disqualifi-
cation of top Regular Army runner,

Lieutenant Carol Onians of 8 Signal
Regiment. Although the Regulars came
back to lead in the day leg, the margin
was not enough to recover their
overnight deficit.

Lieutenant Payne, showing great
consistency in both events, also won
the individual WRAC prize. Her sub
80 minute times in both legs made a
real captain’s contribution to the team
result.

The TA men were edged out of third
place by the REME ‘A’ by a mere
seven minutes in their grand total of
791 minutes. This is the best position
they have ever achieved and it reflects
the rising standard of T A orienteering.

Ironically the men’s team could not
call upon the services of one of the best
TA orienteers. Captain John Dowty,
100 Yeomanry Field Regiment, Royal
Artillery, was present at the meeting
but as a member of the Royal Artillery
‘A’ team, which he helped toa winning
place in the Inter Corps Compeititon
by winning the 8 kilometre night event.

GOLFING GLORY

THE first ever Combined Services
golf tour of Hong Kong ended with
the UK visitors halving a match
against the Hong Kong Golf
Association, but being beaten 6-3
by Combined Services Hong Kong.

While in Hong Kong the whole team
took part in the Hong Kong Open
Amateur Championship at Discovery
Bay — and Sergeant lan Gray wound
up sharing the honour.

For the former three-times Army
champion it was a close-run thing, the
RAOC man’s 72-hole total of 313 tied
with scores by local player Dominique
Boulet and H S Kim (Korea).

With an average of 80 for the first
three rounds on the Discovery Bay
course, Gray set a hot pace over the last
18 finishing with 73 to equal the best
round of the tournament.

A local report suggested Gray’s
finishing round was somewhat ‘strange’
in that he birdied some of the most
difficult holes on the course, but
frittered away shots on the easier ones.

But there was nothing ‘strange’ about
his birdies at the third and fifth holes,
putting him two under par.

And it could only have been
misfortune that he dropped shots at
the sixth, eighth, ninth and tenth, which
set him back a bit.

Then two more birdies at the 11th
and 15th saw him back on level par
before he dropped another shot at the
easy 16th.

A par at the last saw him home with
a one over 73, two shots clear of local
Ean Boulet’s 75, and another title was

is.

A STAGGERING total of 50 soldiers
made international sporting appearan-
ces this year, the Army Sport Control
Board has discovered after carrying
out a survey among its affiliated
sporting organisations.

Says the Sport Board’s Licutenant
Colonel Roy Brennan, who carried out
the survey: “‘I was amazed. I had no
idea we would come up with so many
names. It was interesting to note that
all of the internationals were in sports
which are still striving to remain
amateur.”

Among the sports in which the Army
were represented were athletics, hockey,
boxing, canoeing, pentathlon, squash,
judo, ski-ing, orienteering, biathlon,
orienteering and shooting. The Royal
Navy and Royal Air Force had 20
internationals between them — making
a total of 70.

THE ARMY is to stage an international
cricket match at Aldershot next
Summer — for the first time in ten
vears. Meeting the Combined Services
on Friday 14 June will be the touring
team from Zimbabwe, World Cup
finalists and bidding for full Test status.

CAPTAIN Robbie Robinson RAOC
serving with 1 (BR) Corps Troops
Workshops, Bielefeld retained his
Combined Services squash champion
title when he won the NATOCARS
Challenge Trophy by beating Lieu-
tenant Norman Ingledew RN, at the
Waverley Club, Farnham. They first
met last season in the Inter Services
Championships, and although, the 3-0
result was the same, Ingledew took
Robinson to 10-8 in the first game and
deserved to have won at least one of
the games.

SERGEANT Billy Richards (16 Bn
RAOC Bicester) won the Army Angling
Individual Championship fished on the
River Lippe near Hamm in West
Germany. He is enjoying a magnificent
spell, having taken the UKLF indivi-
dual title earlier.

Result: 1 Sgt W Richards (16 Bn
RAOC) 23lb 5Soz; 2 Sgt A Gregory
(Depot Regt RE) 211b 90z; 3 Sgr 1
Turner (2 Para) 211b 20z; 4 Cpl P Moule
(32 Armd Eng Regt) 191b; 5 Cpl M

Stafford (13 Ord Coy Hereford) 18lb
1502;6 L.Cpl S Mason (17/21 Lancers)
181b 1loz.

The Inter-Service Boat Angling
Championship was fished in the Nab
Tower area off the Isle of Wight in
very rough conditions. The RAF won
with 54 points, followed by the Army
(43) and the Royal Navy (39).

BLIZZARD conditions failed to daunt
competitors (39 teams — 19 of them
German) in the third annual Verden
Garrison Saddle Club cross country
event. Winning team was Weser Vale
C, led by Captain Charles Bucknall
(Blues and Royals).

After two consecutive wins by the
RAF, the Army won the Grant’s
Whisky Regatta at the Kiel British
Yachting Club in West Germany.
Petrel won, crewed by Lieutenant
Colonel Mike Brown, RA, skipper,
Major William Cook, RA,

Officer 2 Malcolm Strickland, R
and Corporal Theo Caderius van Veen,
RE.

In the BAOR Motor Cycle Cham-
pionships held at Nienburg the team
title was taken by 4 Armoured Division
Transport Regiment RCT and Cor-
poral Buckley collected the best
individual award.

REME Corps rugby and basketball
player Craftsman Martin Toney is the
new School of Electronic Engineering
‘Superstar’ at Aborfield, collecting 102
points (maximum 150) from the 10-
event, two-day competition. His nearest
rival was 20 points behind.

PRINCESS Marina College Arbarticld
became Army Junior Major Units relay
winners for the first time at Rushmoor
and emphasised their strength by
having four runners in the top fastest
times of the day.

Army Apprentices College Chepstow
were second and the Minor Units event
was won by The Parachute Regiment
Juniors followed by the Royal Army
Pay Corps Apprentices College.

THE Royal Army Medical Corps has
won the Inter Corps Badminton trophy
for the first time. They beat the REME
to take the title following a sis rps
knock-out.

Corps represented were the Royal
Engineers, the Royal Army Ordnance
Corps, the Royal Army Pay Corps, the
Royal Corps of Transport and the
finalists.

Army School of Mechanical Transport girls on the attack against
13 Signal Regiment in the inter-unit volleyball championships
held at Aldershot.

WRAC Wing, RMA Sandhurst, has
won the first frmy Women’s
Inter-unit volleyball champion-
ship.

Women’s volleyball became an Army
sponsored sport only last year so all
teams were relative beginners — though
none more so than WRAC Wing,
Sandhurst, a unit that wasn’t estab-
lished until early this year.

Considering the general lack of

experience the standard of play was
extremely high. Eight district teams
took part and as each played all seven
opponents, there were a couple of very
busy days at the championship venue,
St Omer Barracks, Aldershot.

After a series of hard fought bartles
13 Signal Regiment (BAOR) emerged
as runners-up behind Sandhurst with
WRAC Detachment, Benbecula (Scot-
land) in third place.
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IEUTENANT Colonel
Roger Christie recently
had one of the most
unusual resertlement
courses on record — he spent a
month in Spain and the United
States watching top tennis coaches!

For Colonel Christie, after 26
years in the Royal Engineers, has
now become a full-time profes-
sional tennis coach — offering his
services to soldiers and civilians
alike in the garrison town of
Aldershot.

Despite a long and illustrious
tennis career in the Army he never
won the Army championship. But
in 1956 he captained the Sandhurst
team which beat the then Army
side.

*“I might have been good enough
when I was a youngster but I was
out of the country quite a lot over
the years and took part in few
championships. I might have gone
for three years without hitting a
tennis ball but it didn’t upset me
because I played other games

This summer he had some
consolation when he won the Army
Veteran Singles Tennis Cup. Soon
afterwards he was off on his
resettlement course.

“Usually they are in the United
Kingdom but I had already
reached the highest qualification
in this country and thus asked if I
could go to America. This was
very exceptional but it was agreed.
I had to find my own way there
and back and within America and
I was given the UK allowances.

His time was well spent. He
visited Dennis van der Meer, voted
this year’s world-best coach, in
South Carolina, and then spent a
week with the legendary Harry
Hopman at his International
Tennis Academy in Florida.

Tennis is well and truly estab-
lished in the Christie family — his
four children all play tennis and
his wife, Gabbi, manages the
Indoor Tennis Centre owned by
the Army in Aldershot.

Colonel Christie does his
coaching at the centre during dark
evenings and in inclement weather.
He feels that in recent years the
tide has turned and tennis is no
longer the officers’ sport it once
was.

“It is starting to become like
squash whereas formerly it was

have one soldier ina

you may only have
one officer. The Army Tennis
Championship used to be an
Officers’ Club meeting but that is
no longer the case.”

Indoor centres like the one in
Aldershot are helping to make
tennis an all year round game and
he sees a rosy future for the Army.

“QOur coaching programme has
paid off. We won the Inter-
Services championships in 1982
and 1983 after 19 years of coming
second to the RAF. That is some
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On dark winter’s

nights think of

improving your

tennis next

summer and meet

a coach with

measure of the overall improve-
ment which could be resultant from
our coaching expansion over the
last few years.”

Colonel Christie is no longer the
Army coach but he plans to run a
number of sessions with the Army
squad next summer.

Of his new career he says: “I
did not take it up to make a lot of
money but because I wanted to be
active and have a little bit more
independence.

“Now I can eliminate Mondays
from my life if I want to. I might
even eliminate the British winter
and go off and coach in Spain. I
am doing what I like to do.”

The life certainly agrees with
him. Since he left the Army in the
summer he has shed a stone in
weight.

“I boxed middleweight for
Sandhurst and now I am back at
that weight again. I am leaner
because I am always on my feet
and rushing dround.”
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WE'RE ALL WAITING FOR YOUR ENQUIRY
S0 THAT WE CAN START TD GIVE YOU
THE BEST DEAL AND THE FINEST

| SERVICE IN THE WORLD. YOU CAN

d RELY ON US, AFTER ALL WE ARE
THE PLEEZERSI

Post the coupon today indicating which
models you are interested in and we'lldo
our best to spoil you for choice
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Please send the Natocars’ guide to car buying
I’'m interested in Which model?

I Ford i_
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