


CAR SALES FOR THE SERVICES

TAX FREE CARS

All servicemen to be posted over-
seas may buy a Tax free car (with

the use of it in England up to twelve |

months prior to posting). To escape
purchase tax altogether, the car
must be abroad for at least one year
and kept a further two years on
return to England.

HOME MARKET CARS

If you are serving overseas at
present and are interested in the
purchase of a new FORD, VW,
TRIUMPH or ROVER, or any other
make of new car, then we can offer
you:—Special price concessions,
Low H.P. interest, Insurance cover,
Free delivery/collection docks or
airport.

USED CARS

Used cars and Volkswagen Caravans
are sold with a three months
Guarantee covering parts and
labour. If you want a particular
used car, write and ask for advice.

SAVING SCHEME
AND TRADE-INS

If you are being posted overseas
soon and wish to dispose of your
present car, we will give you a high
trade-in figure now against any
future purchase—be Mt one, two
or three years ahead.

Forces may also join our saving
scheme whereby a monthly instal-
ment is made to Weir Lodge so that
any new or used car can be paid for
on return to the U.K. This scheme

entitles you to a higher rate of
discount on new cars. Write in for
further details,

WEIR LODGE GARAGE LTD.,
BRIDGE ROAD, CHERTSEY, SURREY.

FORD - VOLKSWAGEN s TRIUMPH

Tel : 4264/2047

ROVER

CHOOSE
WISELY

When considering hire purchase
schemes you will want to know the
answers to these questions:

# Can | buy my car through a local dealer with the
advantages of preliminary tests, best after-sales
service, lowest delivery costs and best price foremy
present car?

# If posted to another country can | take the car with

me without formality or fuss and the necessity to
find a guarantor?

# Will the HP company finance freight charges and
import duty in the event of my being posted?

# Can | obtain cover against most of my liability to
purchase tax and import duty in the event of
premature repatriation ?

% Will the HP company arrange first-class insurance
cover at reasonable cost and obtain prompt cover
if | am posted abroad?

# Do | get free personal insurance?

# Are the HP charges low and without extras, such
as subscriptions ?

You will be able to answer “‘yes’ to
each question if you. ..

CHOOSE
NAAFI HP
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And |
oattorireren o now scheme DEPOSIT SAVING

If you have insufficient deposit now, this simple scheme enables you to
accumulate the deposit and reduces the H.P. cost at the same time.

CAR OWNERS CAN SAVE ££f

The deposit saving scheme can help car owners too.

A car will not last forever. Here is the ready made answer to the
problem of meeting your depreciation costs.

Naafi car H.P. facilities available in UK, Western Europe,
Aden, Gibraltar, Malaya, Singapore and Hong Kong.
Naafi deposit saving scheme is world wide.

For further details of both these schemes ask your Naafi
manager or write or telephone Controller of Credit Services,
NAAFI London SE11 RELiance 1200.




IF YOU’RE THINKING
OF BUYING A CAR

WHEN YOU
RETURN

JOIN

Tt
MANGHESTER
GITY
POLIGE

Responsibility

TO U.K.

WRITE TO

WELBECK If you plan to buy a car when you return
NOW! to U.K.—whether new or second-hand—
then write now for details of Welbeck's
unique Forces scheme.

Tax, insurance, H.P., everything is taken
care of by Welbeck before you arrive
home—at no extra cost to you!

And don't forget that Welbeck give a
comprehensive three months’ guarantee on
all used cars.

Simply fill in the coupon below and
leave the rest to us. And don’t forget to
ask about our helpful ‘Save-for-a-car’

. scheme.
Promotion WEL KM R
Security
- - CRAWFORD STREET, LONDON W.1.
A Fine Clty Telephone: WELbeck 0561
= 3 Please send me full details, without obligation
A Flne Force = : ‘\f. : mm mm mm @ | am interested in (fick where applicable) [ ¥ B N | |

A new car for use in U.K. A used car for A new Ford for use on an
(purchase lax paid) use in UK, overseas posting. (P.T, Free)l

Apply: The CHIEF CONSTABLE, -
i | am interested in the following models B —
P.O. Box 51, MANCHESTER, 2. . a8 l
Please send full details regarding careers and conditions Please send me colour brochures, details of prices and H.P. facilities. '
in the Manchester City Police. (Fill coupon in Block Letters). ' No Rank ks l
...................................................................... l Mt - d s I

Estimated date of arrival in the U.K I
[ N N N N N N N N N N B N _ &8 &N B B _J

9/ - This is the cap badge of the Highland Brigade which is composed of four famous g

regiments — The Black Watch, The Queen’s Own Highlanders (formed by the
amalgamation of The Seaforth Highlanders and The Queen’s Own Cameron
Highlanders), The Gordon Highlanders, and The Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders.

The Gaelic motto is “Cuidich’ n Righ”-"Help the King”.

Here's another famous badge — but this one is worn on the grille | Its owner, the

L—iillman Imp (already an award winner in five major international rallies) is also of

Scottish origin. And it certainly displays the Highland toughness! On rough, wet

9\ oricyroads, Imp still sticks to its motto — “Happy Go Luxury Everywhere you Go 1" /g

Tobuyanimp | ROOTES MOTORS OVERSEAS LTD. ROOTES AUTOS (DEUTSCHN D) GmbH Military Sales Dept.,
contact | Retail Dept., Piccadilly, London, W.1. GRO 3401 4 Dusseldorf-Rath. Oberhausenerstrasse 17 P.O. Box (Postfach) 171. Tel : 63 30 51

You pay no British purchase tax if stationed abroad or if going abroad within 6 months.
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BRITISH TRANSPORT POLICE

travel!
variety!
police work
with a difference!

We are looking now for men and women to
help protect Britain's railways, harbours,
docks and London Transport, It's a challeng-
ing job, offering lots of variety—and well
paid, with every chance of promotion. You
could soon he a detective or other specialist,
and all ranks get free travel, generous leave
and a good pension.

Vacancies exist throughout Great Britain.

Write first to:

Chief Constable (Recruitment) Dept. B
British Transport Police, GPO Box No. 25,
Park Royal, London NW10.

Men: aged 19 to 30, at least 5ft. 8 ins. height.
Women: aged 19 to 35, single, at least
5 ft. 4 ins. height.

Wherever you are posted—home or overseas

Drive the car of your choice from
the Forces Motoring Centre

Serving at home or abroad? About to be
posted overseas or back to the U.K.?
Recently enlisted or due for discharge?
Whatever your circumstances, wher-
ever you are stationed, the Forces Mo-
toring Centre can supply the car of your
choice: a Ford Cortina, a B.M.C. Mini, a
Triumph Herald, a Hillman Minx, a
Rover 2000, or any other model from
these famous makes, Unrivalled choice;
hire purchase with free life insurance:
° U.K. purch tax exemption if the car
isexported; all documentation and ship-
ping arrangements; these are just a few
of the many special advantages which
the Forces Motoring Centre offers. For
instance, if you are serving overseas and
looking forward toreturning to theU.K.
shortly, your new car could be waiting
to greet you when you land! In fact,
wherever you are serving, if you want a
new car, the Forces Motoring Centre
exists solely to serve you..,and a brand
new car can be yours for as little as£100
deposit and £13.19.0 monthly — taxed,
insured and ready to drive away! Post
the coupon below for our free literature
today!

Please tick boxes as applicable,

| am interested in:

A tax-paid car for use in the UK. []
A tax-free car for immediate or even-
tual shipment to an overseas po:tiru:.[]
Please send brochures, details of prices &
easy payments for the following cars :
AUSTIN/MORRIS ] WOLSELEY (0
FORD [] ROVER [1 SINGER ]
SUNBEAM[] AUSTIN-HEALEYP
TRIUMPHOHILLMAN O HUMBER OO
State models of makes ticked:

To: The Forces Motoring Centre,
42| Edgware Rd., London, N.W.9, England.

Please send me immediately, and without obliga-
tion, full details of your car purchase scheme.
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This month SOLDIER teams will be with the Special Air
Service in Borneo and in Arctic Norway with The Somerset
and Cornwall Light Infantry, taking part in the big NATO
exercise ““Winter Express.” Look out for their reports,

Editor: PETER N WOOD
Deputy Editor/Feature Writer: RUSSELL F MILLER

Feature Writer: JOHN SAAR
Art Editor: FRANK R FINCH

Research: DAVID H CLIFFORD

Picture Editor: LESLIE A WIGGS

Photographers: ARTHUR C BLUNDELL,
PETER O'BRIEN
Circulation Manager: K PEMBERTON WOOD

SOLDIER, the British Arm

Magazine, is published for the Ministry by
Stationery Office and print

of Defence HM
by Harrison & Sons, Ltd, 134 Blyth Road, Hayes, Middlesex.
EDITORIAL inquiries: Editor, SOLDIER, 433 Holloway Road, London N7 (ARChway 4381).

CIRCULATION inquiries (except trade): Circulation Manager, 433 Holloway Road, London N7
(ARChway 4381). Direct postal subscription: 13s 6d a year (including postage).

TRADE distribution inquiries: PO Box 569, London SE1.

PHOTOGRAPHIC reprint inquiries: Picture Editor, 433 Holloway Road, London N7 (ARChway
4381).

ADVERTISEMENT inquiries: Combined Service Publications Ltd, 67/68 Jermyn Street, St.
James’s, London SW1 (WHItchall 2504 and 2989).

© Crown Copyright 1966. Requests to reproduce to Editor, SOLDIER, 433 Holloway Road,
London N7 (ARCHway 4381).




DHALA
ROAD

HE Dhala Road is a black macadam stake driven into the heart of the Radfan Mountains. The shimmering,
all-weather motor artery links Aden with Habilayn, the up-country operational base. Death, danger and hardship
haunt every yard of the 34 miles. With rifle and bulldozer the soldier-constructors have battered down every
obstacle an inhospitable land and people could put in their path.
Men and machines are grinding themselves to weariness on the jagged fangs of the Radfan foothills yet the road’s progress has never
faltered. When the Sappers meet setbacks they cannot grin at, they grit their teeth and make the road pay.
Sweating silently to exhaustion in crucifying heat; angrily calling the road every kind of pig; toiling after the death of a mate with

The Dhala Road Sapper is a 20th century frontiersman. Plant operators (as above) sport slung cartridge belts and keep their rifles within easy reach.

Story by JOHN S8AAR/ Pictures by ARTHUR BLUNDELL
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Above: A blasting party
at work shortly after a

sniping incident. The fire
was inaccurate, so they
calmly carried on drilling,

Right: The friendly West
Indian nick-named “Man
Friday" was riding shotgun
on a Dhala Road convoy.

DHALA ROAD

continued

bitter fury kneading their hearts, they work
stoically on. No Sapper would say it
himself, but the slogan the 200 Arab coolies
have been taught to chant is: “The road
must go through.”

The road has become an obsessive evil
for every Royal Engineer working on it.

It began with a few potholes. Nearly two
years ago, the sole route to the Radfan
where our troops were heavily engaged lay
up a meandering camel trail. Up that
tortuous track, pioneered by spice traders
3000 years ago, struggléd convoys carrying
91 per cent of the campaign supplies.

The Sappers were patching potholes
when the Federal Government requested
them to magic the pumpkin into a two-way
road. Nothing could be more important to
the development of the Federation nurtured
by Britain. A motorable road would open
up the Aden markets to the fertile plateaus
of Dhala and Wadi Taym. Looking deeply
into their crystal balls, the authorities saw
tourists cruising up the road.

Viewed alongside the life the Sappers are
leading, that peaceful concept is laughable.
Danger is ever-present. Nasser’s vow that
the road would not go through brought
down bullets, rockets and mortar bombs on
the men who said it would. A prestige
struggle with Egypt has escalated a major
civil engineering project into an epic feat
of construction under fire. Work stops only
when the sniping is accurate and restarts
when the Infantry picquets have the upper
hand. In the early days the Sappers flung
down their tools and did their own shooting.

Al Milah, the current construction camp,
is no sanctuary. The bullets that slash
through the tents during night -attacks
killed two soldiers last year. For all the
efforts of Infantry, armour and artillery
protection units, eight Sappers have died.

But the road has cut the Army’s sickening
losses through mines because the blacktop
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Left: The wadi boulders
collected by this coolie
gang are crushed and mix-
ed with bitumen as the top
surface of the Sapper road.

Below: A sunset shot hides
the unpleasant realities of
the bitumen melting plant.
Operators face handling
hazardsand almostunbear-
able heat over long periods.
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Left: Rusting milestone in
the Wadi Matlah hotstretch
is a burnt out American
lorry. Bandits warned the

Arab driver off carrying
oil for Federal Regular
forces and lit the lorry
to reinforce their threat.

Units which have worked on the Dhala Road
so far are:—6 Field Park Squadron; 9 Inde-
pendent Parachute Squadron; 24 Field
Squadron; 73 Field Squadron ; detachments
from MELF Park Squadron; 50 Field Squad-
ron; 131 Para Engineers Regiment, TA;
22 Engineer Equipment Workshops, Royal
Electrical and Mechanical Engineers:
C Troop, 1 Squadron, and C Troop, 7 Squad-
ron, Royal Corps of Transport. The opera-
tion has been commanded by Lieutenant-
Colonel W D C Holmes and Lieutenant
Colonel P C Shapland under the direction
of the Chief Engineer Middle East Com-
mand, Colonel P Drake-Wilkes.

finish makes their concealment impossible.
In 12 months, mines killed six soldiers,
wounded 70 and destroyed vehicles worth
£250,000. The cool bravery of drivers
risking life and limb on the old mine-
infested road has been a constant spur to
the Sappers. Now the gauntlet of fear is
down to six miles of unmade road and
closing rapidly. Originally this stretch of
good going through the Wadi Matlah was
to have been left. The growing cluster of
mine incident flags on the map forced a
change of plan now being carried out.
Working under a leering semi-circle of
cliffs, the Engineers are more than ever at
the mercy of infiltrating snipers.
Completion of the Matlah work in about
seven months’ time ends Phase One—the
34 miles from Lahej to Habilayn. The
second phase to Wadi Taym is so difficult
that nine miles of road will take nine
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DHALA ROAD ...
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Left: Unlimited
able fringe benefit for the villages close to the construction campe.

Above: An Arab lorry en route for Aden with Dhala produce ploughs over
one of the many Irish bridges which carry wadis across the new road.

Below: Crippled giant suffers patiently while a REME fitter works on the
suspension. Harsh conditions make life difficult for men and machinery.

months. A third really tremendous under-
taking is, planned. It would carry the road
another 21 miles into the mountains to
Dhala.

The roadbuilders began with nothing
but their own resources. Geologists of the
Army Emergency Reserve made a fine
contribution during their two-week camp
by pinpointing water sources. Later, wells
were bored and the blessing of unlimited
water was shared with villages close to the
two specially established camps. Survey
parties went out, quarries were opened and
extra plant and 6000 barrels of bitumen
shipped from England were ferried up-
country.

Then, the convoys took days over what
is now a 90-minute journey. Departure
times are still kept secret and the supply
lorries are heavily escorted by Ferrets and
Saladins. Bandits have plagued the route
for centuries and only weeks ago a civilian
lorry carrying oil for the Federal Regular
Army was stopped and fired.

PAGE 8

Three miles outside the verdant planta-
tions of Lahej, the Federal-built road gives
way to the Sapper “ blacktop.” Except for
dips where Irish bridges carry intersecting
wadis across, the road is fast and smooth.
In the 34 miles, 100 culverts are passed
over unnoticed.

The jebel range first seen from 40 miles
away as an impassable frontier has been
prised apart by the Sapper crowbar. The
road snakes up between the peaks and
squeezes through gaps hewn and blown in
the solid rock.

Daubed in whitewash on the shoulder of
one of these beautifully cut passes is
“Hessey’s Headache.” Whoever Hessey
may be, he can stop worrying; the road
rolls easily through.

Vanguard vehicles for the mountain work
are the immensely powerful Caterpillar
bulldozers. These 27-ton mechanical rhino-
ceroses wheel to the charge with horrid
discord of grunts and squeals. But when
the blade puts on its seven-ton bite the

rock shatters free from the embrace of a
million years.

The bulldozers mark their passage with
scarring trial cuts on the hillsides. Rock

"and yet more rock is the raw material of

the Dhala Road. The drivers keep looking
for the quality necessary to keep the road
up to the exacting strength standards of
the Ml. Once located, the deposits are
greedily scoured out by excavators at the
rate of 1200 tons a day. An umbrella of
dust rises from the quarries as whole
hillsides are cut out and carried away in
Royal Corps of Transport ten-ton tippers.

At the roadhead the rubble is harrowed
and graded to bowling green flatness. The
constant caressing that takes an inch a week
off the grader blades gives the road a life
of ten years without major repair. In the
course of a week, 210,000 gallons of water
are used to bind the rock into a hard nine-
inch strata under the road rollers.

Rock destined for the inch-thick top
layer is literally hand-picked. Gangs of
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Above: Pictured from a patrolling helicopter, this is just the start of the formidable pass
to Dhala. It gets worse, much worse. It could be conquered economically by nuclear fission.

Arabs gather wadi boulders to provide the
450 tons of hard chips needed for a mile
of road. Elaborate crushers reduce 40 tons
of rock to gravel in an hour. The gravel is
mated with hazardously hot bitumen in a
high-speed surfacing unit and goes down
in 600-yard strips.

Pitiless heat dominates the harsh exist-
ence of the men building the Dhala Road.
The plant operators have special cruelties
to endure, cab temperatures which mount
to a monstrous 150 degrees, metal controls
too hot to touch and lungfuls of choking
dust. Surgical masks keep mouth and
nostrils dry—until they become sodden
with sweat. In high summer, bodies weep
water as fast as the men can take it in. In a
six-hour shift in the worst heat, a Sapper
will drink 24 pints of water.

While phase one moves into its final
stage, a survey party of Sappers and
Pioneers is reconnoitring the route to
Dhala. The existing track is strictly for
cross-country vehicles and nerveless drivers

only. The risk of mines on the barren
plains is scarcely less than the danger of
sliding over a precipice while backing to
negotiate a one-in-four bend on the
mountain section.

The hostility of the many active dis-
sidents in the remote Dhala area has been
concentrated on the innocent party plod-
ding along the valley floor with their
theodolites and marking posts. They walk
to their survey sites to neutralise the
minelayers and rely heavily on the Infantry
picquets holding the mountain peaks
1000 feet above them.

The problems of beating the road through
the mountain pass to Dhala are stupendous.
A controlled atomic explosion has been
suggested as the only economic solution.

The Army charged £73,000 for Lahej-
Habilayn. The price for carrying the road
to its final destination would be about
£500,000. For a full regiment of Sappers it
would mean another two years on the
Dhala Road crusade.




These two postmarks belong to a Yorkshire
collector. War is in West Virginia and
Victory is in Vermont, but it is the dates
that are extraordinary—they show the days
when World War Two was declared and won.

HEN Henry Bishop, Post-

\ R } master-General from 1660 to

1663, announced the intro-

duction of postmarks “so that no

Letter-Carryer may dare detayne a

letter from post to post” he did more

than launch a new era in postal history;
he started a new hobby.

For postmark collecting is booming.
There are now thousands of enthusiastic
collectors throughout the world jealously
cataloguing, filing, buying, selling and
swapping the harmless little imprints that
are taken so much for granted today. They
even have their own clubs. The one thing
they do not have, as yet, is a name to
describe their hobby.

Because the field is so wide (one collector
in America is aiming to get a postmark from
every post office in the world—he has more
than 600,000 so far, but still has a long way
to go) many enthusiasts specialise, and mili-
tary postmarks are among the most popular.

it is believed that Army postmarks first
appeared during the War of the Austrian
Succession between 1741-48. Two stamps
were used to cancel letters posted from the

M co THE

campaign—a small circular “AB” (for
Armee Britannique) or a large type with a
crown and “Army Bag” legend.

Even postmarks of military camps are
collectors’ items—one of the earliest is from
Chobham Camp, Surrey, which was estab-
lished during the Crimean War. Sling
Jamp, Salisbury, The Remount Depot,
Romsey and Bulford Barracks are all more
common but still worthy of inclusion in
military collections.

The Persian War of 1856-7, Ashanti War
of 1873-4, Zulu War of 1879 and Sudan
War of 1881-98 all had their own postal
markings and some are endorsed with
colourful inscriptions like ““No stamps pro-
curable in Ashantee” or “Wet through col-
lision on the Nile”.

India has made some useful contributions
to the hobby with postmarks of “The Mili-
tary Dairy” at Shadipur, Quetta Staff
College and the Army Press, Simla. In 1941
the 1st Polish Corps gratified the desires of
every collector by issuing a fine com-
memorative postmark to celebrate the
resumption of the Polish military postal
service.

NoTale

I

POSTMARKS

Place names with a military connection
also figure in specialised collections. Mess-
ing, for example, is a small village in Essex,
Corps is a French postmark and Sergeant
is the name of a town in Pennsylvania.
Battlefield is a peaceful hamlet in Shrop-
shire where the Battle of Shrewsbury was
fought in 1403 and there is a Soldier in Iowa
and Kansas.

Prized items in the personal collection of
Mr R K Forster of Scarborough, Yorkshire,
are two postmarks of “War” and “Victory”,
the first bearing the date World War Two
was declared and the second the day the
war ended. They are both the names of
American towns.

Among the most interesting non-military
postmarks are those for Scott’s tragic ex-
pedition to the South Pole, the Royal Yacht,
Shepheard’s Hotel in Cairo and Buxar Jail
in India. ““Sea Floor, Bahamas” was issued
from the world’s only underwater post
office—a photosphere on the sea bed off the
Bahamas in 1939.

And in addition to these there is an
endless list of odd place-names like “Odd”,
in West Virginia. Mumps, Ha! Ha! Bay,
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Sleepy Eye, Wait-a-Bit, Bangs, Bad Heart,
Worry and Hell’s Half Acre are among the
most peculiar.

Oh yes, and ‘““Peculiar”—that’s in Cass
County, Missouri.
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Top: This letter was posted in 1815
from the headquarters of the Armee
des Alpes in southern France where
Napoleon, returned from his exile
on Elba, was planning again to
fight the British. His hopes were
dashed on the Waterloo battlefield.

Above: Just visible on the right
of this letter, posted during the
War of the Austrian Succession, is
the “AB"” stamp—one of the first
purely military postmarks ever used.

Left: Korean War letter addressed

Above: An officer’s letter posted during the Crimean War in 1855 and . PAR AVION '} .
&

cancelled with the so-called “0X0” stamp of the British Army Post Office. PUROPE w _. AR ' e to Thailand and stamped with the
Right: United Nations postmark on a letter posted in Katanga during the o oy : v i i g A sign of the Thai Military Welfnfe
Congo disturbance by a soldier of the 3rd Battalion, Moroccan Contingent. AR Sy SR S S S e A = A ammr AR e A S S P Department, who handled the mail.
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SOLDIER’s Art Editor Frank
Finch is also a postmark
collector, but it is strictly
business—he uses them for
illustrations (left and right)
on SOLDIER’s letter pages.

(W1,
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TWO-SHILLING

DAGGER

PAGE 12

the British Army for more than

300 years and their colourful
history makes them one of the most
versatile personal weapons ever in-
vented.

First manufactured in the French town
of Bayonne in the 17th century, bayonets
have outlasted all other close-combat
weapons because of their adaptability.
During three centuries they grew to terri-
fying lengths of more than two feet and
shrank to a six-inch prong.

Described as a “‘great knife or dagger”
and worth two shillings, the bayonet was
adopted by the British Army in 1662. They
were sorely needed—in battle, musketeers
had often fought with the butts of their
muskets when they ran out of ammunition.

Early bayonets issued to the 1st Dragoons
garrisoning Tangier were little more than
broad-bladed daggers. Their potential was
soon discovered by the troops and courts-
martial records of the day indicate that they

BAYONETS have been on issue to

Bayonets through the ages.
Left to right, the first two
are Sudan campaign bayonets
which were liable to bend
in battle. The middle two =
have spear points and saw
backs — this pattern was
invented by Lord Elcho and
there was a storm of protest
when the Germans used them
in World War One. The two
on the right are more conven-
tional sweord-type bayonets.

often used them on each other. This mis-
use became so prevalent during the next
20 years that James II issued a Royal Order
banning every soldier from carrying his
bayonet unless on duty.

Serious drawback to the first bayonet was
that the only method of fixing it to the
musket was to ram the grip into the muzzle.
This awkward situation led to the British
Infantry being defeated at Killiecrankie in
1689 when they were caught by charging
Highlanders while fixing bayonets.

New patterns inevitably emerged but
experiments in France with socket bayonets
were hardly encouraging. Louis XIV
ordered the trial of an experimental
but when the musket was fired the bayonet
either fell off or shattered.

As late as 1843, socket bayonets were still
being used but they had never been satis-
factory. British soldiers fighting in the
Scinde campaign often had their bayonets
pulled off during the fighting and many had
to tie them on with string and wire,

If the French were the first to manu-
facture bayonets, the British were first to
use them with effect. George II was
amazed to see his troops charge, with their
bayonets fixed, a column of French
Cavalry at Dettingen in 1743, smashing the
enemy ranks and chasing the survivors from
the field.

Officers became so impressed with the
bayonet that they adopted it as their own
personal weapon and John Richards, a
Strand gunsmith, did a roaring trade in the
18th century supplying officers with pistols
which had a small bayonet under the stock
that sprang into position on releasing a
spring.

During the 19th century many new types
were experimented with and the sword
bayonet came into use.

The end of the old socket type was
hastened by unfortunate incidents in the
Sudan campaign when bayonets which had
been ground down because they were over-
weight often bent and even corkscrewed
in action.

Undoubtedly the most famous pattern of
bayonet ever issued was that used during
World War One. Seventeen inches long
and deeply fullered, it saw plenty of service
during that bitter war.

Today the bayonet is still a soldier’s
friend. Its lethal glint has been a fearsome
deterrent during the past few years when
soldiers have fixed bayonets to maintain the
peace in many different trouble spots. And,
as every soldier knows, its tin-opening
qualities are unsurpassed.




PIN-UPS?

SOLDIER’s decision to give its pin-ups their marching orders created, to put it mildly, something of a stir.
Journalists all over the world harked back to their old Army days, wiping away the odd tear at the thought of
the lads being deprived of the traditional “bird on the back.”

There were suggestions that officialdom had banned the pin-up. There was no such ban. The decision to oust
the pin-up was taken editorially and was not influenced by any outside source.

The main reason for the decision was simply that without the pin-up there is more scope to use the only full
colour pages the magazine is allowed with double-cover pictures of the Army throughout the world. It was felt
that SOLDIER’s pin-ups were not in fact being pinned up, probably because they were too decorous, and it was
not thought that readers would genuinely miss them. (Although the pin-up disappeared eight times in 18 issues
recently, only two readers wrote to say they missed her).

Now, prompted by the publicity, protests are coming in. IF the demand to bring her back is really strong, then
the pin-up will again grace the back cover from time to time. For SOLDIER is, above all, YOUR magazine.

Bty wiTREse weSemsr CaaTIAT ¢ e

WHAT THE READERS SAY

“It is with a feeling of sadness and regret
that | read about the disappearance of our
pin-ups . .. If this diabolical liberty is to be
taken | shall have to seriously consider
cancelling my order”—P J Whiley, Taver-
ham, Norfolk.

“May | offer my sincere sympathy to the young
soldiers of today . . . now their traditional relaxa-
tion is with them no longer”—C J McKay.
Whangarei, New Zealand.

“Your cancellation of pin-ups is about as
‘far-seeing’ as the reduction in the TA"—
ORQMS Arthur Wood, Huddersfield, York-
shire.

“As the mother and sister of a serving soldier,
may we say how sorry we are that you have seen
fit to stop publishing pictures of young ladies . . .
We think they were extremely attractive in the
nicest possible way—Mrs E Hodge and Miss C
Hodge, Cardiff, South Wales.

“Bring her back’ — J Acock, Stroud,
Gloucestershire.

“...we look forward to seeing these lovely
ladies on our own magazine . . . and feel it
would not be the same without them''—
Sergeants L A B Jones and W Logan,
Corporals R J P Barrett, J R Forbes, M

McHugh, J Egan and A E Harvey, Lance-
Corporal R Barrett and Privates B Hep-
worth and B Kay, Command Medical
Equipment Depot, Singapore.

“Do you seriously believe that any soldier would
rather look at a group of infantile cartoons than
an attractive pin-up ? If so, you are badly mis-
taken. You are out of touch; even clueless.”"—
M W Learey, Herne Bay, Kent.

““Congratulations on getting rid of the pin-
ups...they were rather boring. What about
pin-ups of generals?’’ — Alison Kinnis,
Hastings, Sussex.

PAGE 13



™4 he miracle of
flight carries
soldiers to trouble
spots anywhere in
the world ‘within a
few hours. But it
was not always so
easy. Troop moves
were often epics of
desperate courage
and endurance, as
when a little army
set off on the . . .

~

EER, ED RIVER was a lonely settle-

m=' ment in the wild unexplored
B Whinterland of North America in
the middle of the last century. The
settlers were tough, self-reliant and
fiercely independent fur trappers who
gave no quarter and asked for none.

Largely isolated from the outside world}
these wild adventurers lived by their guns
and often died by them. In search of for-
tune, they had turned their backs on
civilisation only to find that the struggle
for survival was to occupy much of their
time.

The colony was founded in 1812 by Lord
Selkirk, controller of the Hudson’s Bay
Company. It was settled by men of his own
race, hardy Scots, who were soon joined
by the half-breeds and Frenchmen of the
rival North West Fur Company.

Together they lived, worked and some-
times played, and their very isolation turned
the settlers of Red River into a tight-knit
community and a law unto themselves.

The trouble came in 1869 when the Act
of Confederation which created modern
Canada was drawn up. When the news
reached Red River, the qualities of inde-
pendence and patriotism that had been
born there were fanned into open revolt
and the colonists, under the leadership of
Louis Riel, seized Fort Garry, declared
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A National Gallery portrait of Sir Garnet Wolseley, leader of the expedition to Red River.

their territory independent and formed their
own provincial government.

They rebelled out of fear. Fear for their
way of life and livelihood and fear for their
independence in the face of development
and expansion by the land-hungry hordes
in the east who threatened to engulf their
great traditional hunting grounds. It had
been virtually their territory since Charles II
conferred it to the Hudson’s Bay Company
two centuries before. Now a new nation
with a Government they did not want to
recognise was threatening to swallow it up.

In the light of Canada today it was a
hopeless struggle. But to the men of Red
River a century ago, “authority” was far
away in a remote capital. Insular and inso-
lent, their independence lasted until a
young British settler was shot when he
questioned an action by Riel.

When this news filtered back it was
decided it was time to bring this little known
outpost of the empire to heel and a military
expedition was mounted in Toronto with
orders to take over control in Red River
and restore law and order.

The expedition was put under the com-
mand of Colonel Garnet Wolseley. His
force comprised 800 militia from the
Ontario Rifles and Quebec Rifles and 400
British regulars made up of 1st Battalion,
60th Royal Rifles, engineers, medics and a

battery of the Royal Field Artillery with four
seven-pounder brass mountain guns.

Colonel Wolseley had to move this force
more than 1000 miles, the last part across
some of the wildest and loneliest country in
the continent. The route eventually chosen
was by water, roughly following the rivers
used by canoes of the Hudson’s Bay Com-
pany. Total distance of the journey was
1200 miles—only 144 miles by land.

The first half was straightforward enough
—by rail link to Georgian Bay and from
there by ship across the great lakes of
Huron and Superior to Thunder Bay.

Facing the force were 600 miles of lakes
and rivers never previously negotiated by
anything heavier than an Indian birch-bark
canoe. Over this territory Colonel Wolseley
had to transport a fully equipped and
supplied army—it was a problem that was to
test the ingenuity and endurance of every
man to the limit.

First a fleet of more than 1500 boats was
built. These were sturdy, shallow craft
capable of carrying the troops with their
equipment and provisions through danger-
ous fast-flowing waters. They were also
light enough to be carried when required.

The boats were equipped with oars, sails
and tools to carry out running repairs. And
to navigate them, Colonel Wolseley hired
a special force of trained watermen.



They set off bravely enough, but time
was already pressing. It was vital to com-
plete the mission before the winter set in.
The terrible and predictable Canadian
winter was more to be feared than a mere
handful of malcontented settlers.

Any delay was intolerable and the little
army forced its way forward. Often the
boats had to be dragged manually up rapids

or carried from one lake or river to another.
To add to the difficulties, most of the water-
men, on whom so much depended, turned
out to be quite unequal to the task and had
it not been for the help of the friendly

Louis Riel, who escaped from Red River before
the troops arrived, incited another rebellion

a few years later, but this time the Canadian

The bleak and forbidding Fort Garry, pictured in a painting fro
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Iroquois Indians, the expedition might
never have made it.

Plagued by flies and mosquitoes, they
slogged on through the watery wilderness
until at last they were within reach of Fort
Garry. It had taken three months, which
included six weeks at the oars and poles and
47 portages from lake to lake.

The vanguard of the column, now miles
long, arrived at its destination only to find
the rebels had fled and the only shots that
were fired were a victorious volley in salute
as the troops occupied the fort.

It was the bloodless end of the revolt at

Pacific Railway moved the troops to the spot
within a few days. This picture, from the public
archives of Canada, snws Canadian troops

m the provincial archives of British Columbia.

Red River and the birth of a new province,
Manitoba. Today the thriving city of
Winnipeg stands on the site of Fort Garry.

The quelling of the revolt had required
a small army to take on a journey of
ingenuity and endurance that rates high
among the achievements of the British
Army, yet the courage of that intrepid band
who made the long run to Red River was
not acknowledged for 30 years, When a
medal was finally struck in their honour
there were so few of the original number
still alive to receive it that it became one
of the rarest campaign medals ever issued.

relaxing at Medicine Hat after crushing the
revolt which this time was supported by Indians.
Arch-troublemaker Louis Riel was later executed.
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DEFENCE By
COMPUTER

ILENT fingers of destruction point

into the sky from a chain of

missile sites defending Europe’s
front line. Sleek brainchildren of pro-
gress and painted virginal white, they
are ready to go at the touch of a button
on journeys that can end only in two
ways—destroy, or be destroyed.

Like evil clumps of petrified trees, these
sites stretch from Denmark, through
Germany and Italy, to Greece. They give
a formidable screen of protection to NATO
countries aimed at blocking any attack on
the very threshold of the free world.

Each supersonic missile can think for
itself faster than any human brain and,
when launched, hugely complex machines
guide it on its inevitable path to destruction,
from which it can never be recalled. But if
the science fiction idea of machine taking
over from man seems perilously close, the
borderline can never be crossed, for man
holds the final solution—the -ability to
destroy the missile if anything goes wrong.

The old romantic days of the “scramble,”
when pilots rushed out to their planes to
repel an attack, have not completely passed
(this traditional formula still holds a
substantial place in NATO defence plan-
ning) but more and more defence is

being taken over by electronics systems.

Outer rim of NATO’s defences is a
dense deployment of Hawk ground-to-air
missiles, primarily aimed at high-speed,
low-flying targets. Nike Hercules, another
ground-to-air missile designed for pro-
tection against high-flying targets, are
scattered over a wider area. The batteries
of both missiles are spaced out to support
each other and they form a screen through
which an attacker would be hard put to
find a loophole.

Every missile has built-in guidance and
explosive mechanism, with ground-based
radars and computers to feed it the in-
formation it needs to intercept its target.
This equipment, and the launchers, are
housed on sites constructed as part of
NATO’s infrastructure programme under
which fixed installations are commonly
financed by member Governments.

Hawk barteries are highly mobile. All
the components are on wheels and if
necessary part of the equipment can be
detached to carry out a special job or sent
on ahead “leap-frogging” if the whole unit
has to move.

Several different radars are necessary to
identify and track Hawk’s target and direct
the missile on to it. The launchers, each

NATO REPORT AND PICTURES

bearing a cluster of three missiles, are
automatically adjusted by radar for
direction and angle of elevation. Once
launched, the 16}-foot missile with its
lethal high-explosive warhead is beyond
recall, but an officer in the battery control
centre stays close by the button that can
explode it. And if it loses the target, it
automatically destroys itself.

The Nike Hercules was originally a
static weapon. It was put on wheels when
it became clear that it was essential to be
able to move at short notice from one site
to another.

Star turn of a Nike launching is a
computer in the trailer of the battery
control officer which digests information
from the target and missile-tracking radars
and translates it into guidance to the
missile for elevation, bearing and range.

The mere humans involved cannot even
get Nike off the ground until the computer
is good and ready—the fire button cannot
be pushed until the computer knows all
the target data and has been “informed”
that the missile is activated and responding
to commands.

Nike is a two-stage weapon. The first
stage does its job in the first two or three
seconds after launching, accelerating the

|
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Above : All components of
the Hawk missile are on
wheels and can move at
very short notice. Range
of Hawk is over 19 miles.

Left: Launching area of
a Nike Hercules site in
Europe. Right: Nike line-
up on a base in Denmark.

Below: Control area of a
Nike battery showing the
acquisition radars and
missile-tracking  radars.
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Caught by the camera a split-second after launching, a Mace surface-to-surface missile is tested at the United States Air Force Missile Test Centre.

DEFENCE BY COMPUTER -vine

The common infrastructure pro-
" gramme, underwhich all these mis-
sile sites have been built, is a small
miracle of international co-opera-
tion. All NATO forces now benefit
from the programme, which in-
cludes airfields, telecommunica-
tions networks, fuel pipe-lines and
many different fixed installations.
Morethan200airfieldsforjetplanes
havebeenbuilt, 27,300 miles of sub-
marine cables, land lines and radio
links have been programmed and
whencompletedthe NATOpipeline
system will comprise nearly 5600
miles of pipewithstorageforabout
70 million cubic feet of fuel. All in-
frastructure projects are carried
out bycivilian enterprises of mem-
ber countries and the work is paid
foraccordingtocost-sharing form-
ulae negotiated inthe North Atlan-
tic Council. No one country, how-
ever strong, could have financed
such a vast undertaking.
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missile up to supersonic speed before it
burns out and falls away. The second stage

* motor then takes over and accelerates up to
operational speed.

While all this is going on, the “Boss”—
the computer—is sending complex in-
structions to the Nike and its authority can
be challenged only if it becomes necessary
to destroy the missile in flight. To guard
against costly mistakes a built-in programme
checks continuously that the computer is
toeing the line. If the missile reaches the
limits of the computer’s range without
receiving a “burst” command, it will destroy
itself.

Even more sinister and more impressive
than either Hawk or Nike is the huge
Mace surface-to-surface missile. The
launching control centres of Mace sites
are continuously manned day and night
and the missiles are kept in “hold status™
—permanently ready for launching.

The missile combat crew commanders
never stray far from the control console
where a touch of a switch can launch the
“bird” at an order from NATO’s Supreme
Commander. A huge rampart of electronic

equipment guides the missiles, which are
pre-programmed to specific targets.

This awe-inspiring defence shield could
never have become operational without
a considerable amount of goodwill, particu-
larly from those countries in which sites
have been built. Nike needs three sites to
operate—one each for launching, control
and administration—and the close-range
radars for Hawk require a clear field of
vision which in many cases has meant a
heavy tree-felling programme. None of
these sites could have been located and
constructed without the solidarity and
goodwill of the host countries.

Once, during a period of international
tension while the sites were being built,
both the North Atlantic Council and the
Federal Republic of Germany waived
budget regulations to accelerate the com-
pletion of certain critical sites.

It is this sort of co-operation that gives
NATO its strength. And the sleek monsters
stretched across Europe ready day and
night for action have thankfully never been
fired—sure proof of their effectiveness as
a deterrent.



PURELY PERSONAL

Pentathletes can never af-
ford to relax their strict train-
ing schedules. Pictured here
are two Army champions
training together near Sand-
hurst. On horseback is Cor-
poral Jimmy Fox, Royal
Electrical and Mechanical
Engineers, and doing it the
hard way is Sergeant Mick
Finnis with his Alsatian
Chico, a constant companion
during training sessions. Last
year these two beat the
strongly-fancied =~ American
team at an international
pentathlon in Sardinia and
they will both be training hard
until May when they will com-
pete in the Inter-Services
event before flying to Budapest
to compete in the Hungarian
championship. After that, it’s
the world championship!

Talk about a chip off the
old block! These two Regi-
mental Sergeant-Majors giv-
ing orders in the traditional
manner are father and son.
On the left s RSM JC B
Genever, of the Royal Corps
of Transport Training Centre,
Aldershot, and on the right is
Junior RSM Peter Gene-
ver, of the Royal Corps of
Transport Junior Leaders
Regiment. Educated at Army
schools most of his life,
Genever Junior looks like
following very closely in his
father’s successful footsteps.
Genever Senior must be one
of the best-known warrant
officers in the Corps—even
one of SOLDIER’s editorial
staff once trembled under his
wrath!
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There is no reason for publish-
ing this picture except to prove
that SOLDIER still has an eye
for a pretty face, despite the
furore over the ending of the
back page pin-ups. The girl is 19-
year-old Maria Marlborough,
daughter of an ex-Army sergeant
who emigrated to Australia three
years ago. She arrived in England
last month for a working holiday.
Her father served 22 years in the
Army with The York and Lan-
caster Regiment and 22nd Special
Air Service in Malaya.

Fees present a problem for
artist Colonel Peter Hutch-
ins, chief of Rhine Army’s
public relations network. It
is always difficult when I am
approached about a com-
mission,” he said. “I don’t
like to ask a high fee from my
brother officers yet if one
charges too little people think
the paintings are not worth
anything. I always have to
find a happy medium.”” He is
pictured here with one of his
latest commissions, and the
most difficult work he has
ever painted. It shows the
Queen at dinner during her
visit to Rhine Army last year
—34 people are recognisable.
Paintings by Colonel Hutch-
ins are now scattered all over
the world in different officers’
messes. In the last ten years
he has completed 30 com-
missions, all painted in what-
ever spare time he could find
in a busy life.

For his spectacular courage in
rescuing men from the top of a
collapsed building, Sergeant
Patrick Hanlon of 1st Battalion,
The Royal Irish Fusiliers, has
been awarded the George Medal.
In August last year Sergeant
Hanlon was playing football at
Celle in Germany when the top
storey of a factory being built
nearby collapsed. Both teams

ran to help and while the other -

soldiers began rescuing trapped
men at ground level, Sergeant
Hanlon emptied cement from a
crane bucket and persuaded the
driver to lift him 100 feet to the
top of the building. Ignoring the
threat of further collapse he
searched around for trapped men
and during ten trips in the crane
bucket he brought down seven
injured men and one body. On
each downward trip he put the
injured man in the bucket and
hung on to the outside himself.
The citation says Sergeant Han-
lon was ““indifferent to the height
he had to travel up and down in
the crane and ignored

risk from a further collapse of
the building.”
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SCOUTING

IN THE SEVEN STATES

Story by JOHN SAAR/ Pictures by ARTHUR BLUNDELL

HE pre-dawn check goes well.

I Tanks are full, more is in jerry-

cans in the back with water, tools
and shovels. As the Land-Rover plunges
past the sentry’s smile into the desert
the three Arab soldiers complain about
the chill. The red-headed seconded
Royal Artillery captain gets guffaws of
laughter with a comment in Arabic
and a gesture at the can of soup wedged
in a cool air louvre.

Behind them, at Trucial Oman Scouts
headquarters, Sharjah, on the Persian Gulf,
a radio operator is putting out a message—
““Vehicle left at . . . due your location . . .”
Routine. In the cool jargon of the Scouts
these four are “taking a car to Buraimi.”
The oasis is six hours of the worst driving
in the world away and the sun is already
getting up. In the final analysis, routine

ays.
y %‘She Arab driver grabs his gear changes
quickly and keeps the rearing bonnet
headed into the redhot poker-tip glowering
on the horizon. He reads the sand, drives
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with intuition and a leaden boot on the flat
sections and keeps the Rover wading
through the dunes on its swollen desert
tyres when everything says it must bog
down. Navigation is by the sun—now a
molten cannonball about to crash through
the windscreen—and the cluster of moun-
tains that spring unexpectedly out of the
desert. In areas without mountains a Bedu
soldier with local knowledge is worth 20
of the featureless maps.

At the halfway mark they stop to water
the Land-Rover. The soup is piping hot.

Three hours later they skirt the cere-
monial cannon and thankfully slide through
the gates of the B Squadron out-station,
Fort Jahili. The solitary Briton at the Fort
is Captain Adrian Nash, The South Wales

_Borderers, serving with the Scouts on an

18-month secondment.

His is one of five rifle squadrons of the
Scouts policing the seven Trucial Oman
States. Buraimi, junction of ancient caravan
routes, sees more action than most because
it guards a family of prosperous oasis vil-

lages whose ownership is disputed by Saudi
Arabia. In 1955, before they were a year old,
the Scouts fought their first battle and
expelled the Saudis from the oasis.

Now the picture-book fortress, with its
battlement walls and glaring courtyards
reminiscent of the old Foreign Legion depot
at Sidi bel Abbes, is indisputably their base.
For six months of the year they are besieged
there by raging heat which takes the shade
temperature to an intolerable 120 on the
Fahrenheit scale and makes work impos-
sible after ten in the morning. South and
west of here is the Liwa region where a
thermometer laid on one of the 800-foot
sand-dunes registered 184 degrees.

Heat is the old, familiar enemy—but it
is rain that really causes consternation at
Jahili. Rainstorms leave the fort a battered
birthday cake with its mud walls sagging
and running with streams of mire and
whitewash. The flash floods which roar
down the wadis after these torrential down-
pours have cost the Scouts vehicles and
sometimes almost lives.

PNV

Arab respect for the Scouts has grown
from a grudging appreciation of their
efficiency. Seconded British officers, com-
missioned and non-commissioned, have
produced a mobile force of 1500 soldiers
well able to hold down two major roles.
The ’55 action proved them able to resist

Above: Aridmountains,
scrubland waste and
the dead land of the
desert. The Trucial
Oman Scouts operate in
the heart of one of the
world’s toughest zones.

Left: Early morning
parade at Fort Jahili.
The flag hangs limply.
The temperature is 95
degrees — rising fast.

Far left: The fireside
Judhal is an Arab trad-
ition. So is the hospi-
tality which brings the
civilian (centre) to the
feast of goat and rice.

Right: The Scouts use
formidable quantities
of petrol and water.
A British officer makes
sure that adequate re-
serves are maintained.

armed incursion of the Trucial States and
the comparative peace which has since
replaced the old pattern of tribal battles and
blood feuds testifies to their law enforce-
ment efforts. Verbal disputes are handled
tactfully, but when the shooting starts the
Scouts ride between the warring parties
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COVER PICTURE

The camel patrol trudging over
SOLDIER’s front and back covers is
not just a pretty sight. When the Trucial
Oman Scouts have to cover the worst
ground in their territory they go by
camel. These queer beasts with their
stilt legs and reptilian necks assert an
invaluable mastery over their desert
habitat.

Colonel F M de Butts, formerly
Somerset and Cornwall Light

Infantry, is on a three-year
secondment with the Force.

and metaphorically bang their heads to-
gether. All this and the hunting down of
arms, drugs and immigrant smugglers is
achieved by incessant patrolling. At any one
time Jahili will have at least one patrol in the
desert. Mounted in modified Land-Rovers,
or Dodge trucks highly favoured for soft
going, they penetrate to the remotest cor-
ners of their territory.

The vehicle that can stand this sort of
thrashing for more than two years has yet
to be built. With 600 miles of coastline and
just 15 miles of metalled road the Trucial
States is one vast grindstone for motor cars.
In 1964/65 the Force laid up 64 Bedford
three-tonners in its dead vehicle park.
Beyond economic repair, but not apparently
beyond economic Arab repair, all these
discarded wrecks are bought and bodged.
One ruinous three-tonner made £750 and a
20-year-old crane was sold off the scrap heap
for £2500. It is scarcely credible, yet in the
few months these crocks lurgh and totter
about the streets of boom town Dubai, the
operators show a profit.
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SCOUTING

IN THE SEVEN STATES

continued

Skilled medical aid for a child scalded by an overturned coffee pot (below)
and the passing round of cigarettes (right) contribute to a bond of trust.

For journeys across soft sand the Scouts
abandon their vehicles for camels. On
regular meals of thornbush, firewood and
water every four days, these much under-
rated animals will carry a Scout, equipment
and a machine-gun for fifteen miles a day.
Like Chelsea Football Club and mothers-
in-law, camels are not such a joke after all.

Travelling unobtrusively in the Arab
style and pace, camel patrols occasionally
bring a better return than a flying column
of motors. The camel’s carpet-slippered
silence helps the Scouts to set up road
blocks unsuspected and make snap searches
of camel trains for mines or ammunition.

All patrols carry a radio. The force
operates in dangerous terrain where a break-
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down or minor illness can lead to loss of
life. Its vital role in emergencies apart, the
set gives the force commander, Colonel
F M de Butts, instant contact with the
small patrol which may be handling a village
storm 100 miles away.

Twenty-four hours a day the signal
squadron jerks the strings to keep the force
on stage. The net is rarely silent and never
closed. A crestfallen Royal Navy signaller
can vouch for the Arabs’ singular skill at
Morse. Imagining the worst, he sent to a
Sharjah signaller at kindergarten speed.
The coup de grace was an arrogant “Send
faster or put competent operator on set.”

As the only organised body shared by the
seven states, the Force carries heavy
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responsibilities outside normal soldiering.
The unit guardroom doubles as the Trucial
States prison and includes among its villain-
ous clientele three murderers.

Dirt and superstition hamper the force
medical service’s drive against appalling
mortality rates. Childbirth kills one mother
in three, and half the babies die before their
first birthday. Those estimates were made
by the overworked medical officer, a Royal
Air Force squadron-leader who runs a
30-bed hospital and treats 5000 civilian and
military patients a year.

At Jahili his excellent deputy is Sergeant
Mohd Suhail. Word of his Aldershot-
acquired prowess has spread far although
some Buraimi Arabs—and there are soldiers



Above: The margin bet-
ween life and death is nar-
row. The vultures, which
left their clawmarks in the
sand around this carcase,
are the first to know.

Above left: In the Trucial
States, existence hinges on
water and the distance to
the next well on a route.

Left: The phrase “only two
owners” does not mean
much when the first was
the Army and the second
was a Trucial States Arab.

among them——prefer the local Matawi who
“cures” by branding the troubled parts.
A process called “Arabisation™ is chang-
ing the Trucial Oman Scouts. Fort Jahili
with its one British and three Arab officers
is symptomatic of the gradual takeover.
The British soldiers who for ten years have
been coming out here in search of excite-
ment, responsibility and money have built
a small desert army of fine quality, Marks-
manship, discipline and integrity separate
the Trucial Oman Scouts from ‘all other
Arab forces. The testing years ahead will
show how strong the moulding has been.

Left: Half-way along the
road to Buraimi is this
border “‘check-point” in
the middle of the desert.
There is nothing to stop

The dwindling number of British officers

is confident.

travellers driving round
the barrier—except the
wrath of the armed guard,

It happened in

MARCH

Date

2
7
7
8
10
13
17
21
23
28
29
29

Independence restored to Morocco

Alexander Graham Bell patented his first telephone
The Rhineland occupied by Hitler

British Army landed at Aboukir

Bakerloo Tube, London, opened

The planet Uranus discovered by Sir William Herschel
British troops withdrew from Boston

Battle of Alexandria

Pakistan proclaimed Islamic Republic within the Commonwealth
Battle of Matapan

Battle of Towton

The Royal Albert Hall, London, officially opened
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For a life packed with Interest and Activity

JOIN THE WEST RIDING

CONSTABULARY

This Force can offer you a Secure Career,
with Good Pay, Free Accommodation and
Excellent Promotion Prospects.

For more details, write to:
The Chief Constable, West Riding Constabulary,
Dept., 317, P.O. Box 9, Wakefield, Yorkshire.

ON LEAVE
FROM OVERSEAS?
POSTED TO GERMANY?

A MERCEDES-BENZ
CAN BE YOURS
AT ABARGAIN PRICE!

Order a Mercedes-Benz here (right or left hand
drive)—and you'll save Auhdreds on tax and
duty! Collect it here—delivery within 72 hours—
and enjoy running it throughout your leave (up

For further details of Mercedes-Benz cars telephone
MAYfair 55678 (London) or post coupon below.

., O have been posted to Germany. [] | am on leave from overseas.
(Tick whichever applicable) g

I Avenfield House, 127 Park Lane, London, W.1.

to a year). then we will deal with shipping — | Name ST T
formalities for you. Or you can pick it up from d& X 5 g™ | Address
: 4 ] | B . = ———

Stuttgart. Once you have had it abroad for ’: f? S‘“
twelve months or more it is of course tax and PR : ?r S S v
ORI i T srerng ThisOUREY. i ) f H = MERCEDES-BENZ (Great Britain) Ltd.

{ L "i

N

MERCEDES-BENZ
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YOUR REGIMENT: 39

% THE KING'S REGIMENT
723 (MANCHESTER AND LIVERPOOL)

A TALE OF
TWO CITIES

Right: With the snow heavy on the ground, men of The Manchester Regiment
provide covering fire for an attack in the Ardennes in January 1945.

Below: These men of 1st/7th King’s Liverpool Regiment could still raise a smile
in the trenches in March 1918 —but the war had been no joke for them.

N the grim worried streets of Liver-
Ipool and Manchester during the

dark days of World War One,
telegrams brought bad news and tele-
grams came often. Tight-lipped and
red-eyed, the mothers and wives sat
it out while their men were being
senselessly slaughtered wholesale.

When the war broke out the men of the
two cities had known what they had to do.
They call a spade an asterisk spade up
there. There were no heroics; just a deter-
mination to get on with the job and get it
done. Liverpool and Manchester raised an
incredible 87 battalions for the war. They
fought in all the major battles and by the
time peace returned to Europe their casualty
list included nearly 100,000 names. If the
women in black felt the reward of 99 Battle
Honours was a bit hollow, they were
forgiven.

The Regiments representing the two
great cities were at that time separate. But
they started as one and they are one today—
The King’s Regiment (Manchester and
Liverpool).

- Kingsmen were the f‘rst
toidius in the British Army
) wear ‘khaki uniforms.
~ They adopted the colour on
-thm ‘own initiative during
the siege of Delhi whe
» Mﬂeuced how the mud-
- coloured clothing of the
~ Sikhs blended with the
bﬁkﬂmnd.i’hwdyedthalrw -
- uniforms the same colour
sir example was soon
d by other regiments.
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The fiercely proud Liverpudlians and
Mancunians are keen rivals within the
Regiment and there is plenty of good-
natured bickering; but let an outsider say a
word against either city and the whole lot,
to a man, will turn on him.

Eighth in seniority among British regi-
ments, the King’s were originally raised in
1685 as ten companies of musketeers and
pikemen titled The Princess Anne of Den-
mark’s Regiment of Foot. They were part
of Marlborough’s brilliant army in the Low
Countries at the beginning of the eighteenth
century and won their first Battle Honour
at Blenheim.

After fighting to suppress the Jacobite
rebellion at home in 1715, King George I
changed the Regiment’s title to The King’s
Regiment of Foot and presented it with
the badge of the white horse of Hanover—
this is still part of the Regimental badge.

In 1756 the Regiment’s second battalion
was organised into a new Regiment titled
the 63rd Foot, later to become The Man-
chester Regiment. For two centuries the
two regiments were destined to go their
separate ways.

At Guadeloupe the 63rd took part in the
captureof the island and were rewarded with
the honour of wearing the Fleur de Lys,
the French national emblem. This badge,
and the horse of Hanover, make up the
badge of The King’s Regiment today.

If the stout men of Manchester and
Liverpool had joined the Army to fight,
their wishes were fulfilled. They saw plenty
of action in the American War of Indepen-
dence, they were both in Holland for
another scrap with the French and they
were together in the garrison of Nijmegen
when it held out against repeated enemy
attacks. At Martinique they were part of the

~

Above: Kingsmen with Wingate’s Chindits cross a small river in enemy-occupied territory. Flown in
by gliders, these men caused havoc in the Japanese lines and undermined the enemy’s morale.

Left: Men of The Manchester Regiment rest on a river bank in Burma during an attack. They were in
the thick of four months’ fighting in the advance to Mandalay which led to the Japanese defeat.

Nec Asper Terrent

With the white horse of Hanover, the Regiment inherited the motto
“ Nec Asper Terrent *“ which is freely translated as " difficulties be
damned.” It must have been used a million times by soldiers of the
Regiment and it is recorded that in Burma in 1944 a verbal report on
the hazards of crossing the Irrawaddy by day was answered by a
senior King's officer in true spade fashion—"" Damn the difficulties—
bloody well get across.” They did.

storming party which seized the heights and
after the siege of a fort they captured three
French standards. This was followed by
battles at Talavera, Guadeloupe (again),
Badajoz and New Zealand.

In the Crimea the Regiment was at
Alma, Balaclava, Inkerman and Sevastopol.
And after only one year of peace they were
in action again, this time in India.
The Regiment joined the small British
force which was besieging Delhi, held by
32,000 rebels. After several months in the
hottest part of the summer, reinforcements
arrived and the attack went in through
three breaches in the wall. For six days the
fighting went on in the streets and the
houses before the rebels were defeated.

Immediately afterwards the Regiment
force-marched 54 miles in 36 hours to
join a small force of 2800 men which
defeated 7000 rebels at Agra. After taking
part in the relief of Lucknow and the battle
at Cawnpore, the major fighting finished;
but before the mutiny was quelled the
Regiment had suffered 500 casualties.

In the South African War, two battalions
of the Regiment were cut off in the garrison
at Ladysmith for four months during which
they repelled attack after attack. Key to
the defence was Caesar’s Camp which was
occupied by The Manchesters throughout
the siege. Private Robert Scott won a
Victoria Cross there when he and another
soldier held a corner of the camp for 15
hours against repeated attacks.

A few years later, when World War One
was declared, the Regiment began counting
its casualties in thousands‘ instead of
hundreds. With 87 battalions, the Liver-
pudlians and Mancunians were everywhere
—Mons, Le Cateau, the Marne, Ypres,
Messines, Givenchy, Neuve Chapelle, the
Somme and everywhere.

Action in Mesopotamia, Burma and
Palestine was sandwiched between the two
world wars and 1939 again saw thousands
of young men in the two cities flocking to
the recruiting offices.

The Regiment formed part of Wingate’s
Chindit group which was flown in behind
Japanese lines in Burma and played havoc
with the enemy communications. In Europe,
Kingsmen took part in the Normandy land-
ings and saw much bitter fighting through
Holland while another battalion suffered
heavy casualties in the attack on Cassino
and then fought up through the Italian
peninsula with Eighth Army.

The Regiment had added 59 Battle
Honours to its Colours by the end of the
war. Two more Battle Honours, won in
Korea, were added before 1958 when the
two Regiments, one born of the other so
many years before, once again became one.

Now the Kingsmen (an official title which
the Regiment uses instead of “private™) are
serving in British Guiana where internal
security duties keep them busy adding
another page to their proud history.
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Hairpins never bother the Spitfire owner, though he has to keep sweeping them our of the cockpis.

BUY A TRIUMPH (save tax) TOUR ABROAD (save fares) SHIP IT HOME (save heartbreak)

Buying a Triumph Spitfire Mk II | getting to know the country you're

now would not be an indulgence, it
would be an investment.

Purely financially, you benefit with
generous tax concessions. You also
save car-hire, and railway fares
(assuming you agree that it’s foolish
to pass-up the chance of really

posted to).

You can buy before you go - and
drive for six months in the U.K.
Don’t worry about forms, shipping
dates, maintenance, insurance. Your
Triumph dealer can handle the
whole lot for you.

But nobody buys a Spitfire for
purely financial reasons. It is also an
excellent investment in sheer fun.
We could give you all the technical
reasons why. But why not get them
first hand? Ask your nearest dealer
for a test drive.

Or if you prefer to shop by post,

write for a glossy catalogue to
Personal Export Division, Standard
Triumph Sales Limited, Coventry,
or Berkeley Square, London.

N ammy @)

A member of the Leyland Motor Corporation

h X

By appointment to
H.M. Queen Elizabeth Il
Florists

A. B, Stevens Ltd.

POST ROSES

GOFF’S OAK, WALTHAM CROSS, HERTS, ENGLAND
Telephone: Cuffley 2998

THE PERFECT GIFT FOR ALL OCCASIONS

The most personal and acceptable gift of all is a box of chegce fresh-cur CARNATIONS
or ROSES direct from our own nurseries. Send your order, remittance and personal
message for recipient to us for delivery to any address in Great Britain (excluding Eire).

Place your ORDER NOW for ANY DATE in the future

Gift Boxes £l, £I-10-0, £2, £3, £5

Plus 2/- Carriage on all orders under £2
CARNATIONS ARE AVAILABLE THROUGHOUT THE YEAR.
ROSES from April Ist until December 3Ist.
SPRING FLOWERS from Mid-December until Mid-April.

During December the Rose season is coming to an end, and whilst orders for Roses
will be executed if possible, other flowers may have to be substituted.

The number of blooms sent varies according to current wholesale prices — more
blooms are sent for the same price during July and August, and a lesser number during
December, owing to seasonal scarcity.

TO POST ROSES,
WALTHAM CROSS, HERTS, ENGLAND

Please send CARNATIONS/ROSES/SPRING FLOWERS

S/March b6

to .arrive on......

Chogqisa/PO enclosad FOF .........cccioviserisusnnsnsansssnssonsnannrrsersssnssrresisssapssssisipesissassnanaee
{All Ban Charges to Drawer's Account)

State colour of flowers requUIred. ... ...cccuiiiccnmimnsmrnssrrrerrrerrerrrenssstiieiiotiitsiisisisssssssases

My name and address is

Please write clearly in block letters and remember to enclose the personal message which
is to go with your box of flowers.
T

| :

THE SERVICEMEN’S AUTOMOBILE CLUB
FOR

CHEAPER MOTORING

WE SAVE YOUR MONEY BY:-

LOWER RATES ON SPECIAL LOW FREE Life Insurance
HIRE PURCHASE INSURANCE to cover balance
with Tax Relief RATES of Hire Purchase
4000 MILES TAX FREE Part Exchanges
. and Guaranteed
FREE PETROL! Privileges USED CARS
Make sure that you obtain all these worth-while Benefits which are avail-

able to all servicemen, by joining the happy band
members of

THE SERVICEMEN'S AUTOMOBILE CLUB

(Now under the MANAGEMENT of :-)
H. A. FOX Distributors Ltd.

10/18 SHEEN ROAD, RICHMOND, SURREY
(Tel. 7781 -4)

ALL MAKES OF NEW & USED CARS
SUPPLIED AND SERVICED by SPECIALISTS

motorists who are
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The war contorted into a new spasm of agony in March 1916.
Impatient for an outright victory after 19 months of fighting, the
Germans launched a death-blow at France.

On a 20-mile front 700,000 troops attacked Verdun fortress, the
key to Paris and the gateway to all France. The Infantry trotted
in confident hordes behind the heaviest bombardment of the
war. By nightfall on the first day the Germans were consolidating
on the battered confusion of Verdun's first line of defence.

And there the French halted them. Guns like the “75" (above

- N Bl s AT
oW P D" ARG

were rushed to the front and parried the German artillery shot
for shot. The picture below captures the spirit of bitter resistance
in which the poilus fought for their homeland. The obstinate
bravery of the French and the valour of the Germans committed
to hopeless frontal assaults added up to one of history's
bloodiest battles. Both sides suffered terrible losses, yet the
Germans lost most.

At Verdun in 1916 they lost more than the 300,000 who fell :
they lost the war.
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give generously,

General.

STAR AND GARTER HOME

Readers of the January number of SOLDIER magazine
will remember that the Star and Garter Home is celebrating
its Golden Jubilee in 1966. The Governors are making a
special appeal to mark this Jubilee Year and raise voluntary
subscriptions to enable the Home to keep going.

The Army Benevolent Fund, on behalf of the Army, is
making a special annual allotment this year and it is hoped
that regimental and corps funds, which normally subscribe,
will do the same. But it is hoped that individuals will also
if they so wish, and contributions should
be sent to The Army Benevolent Fund, 20 Grosvenor
Place, London SW1 for onward transmission to the Home.
—General Sir Reginald Hewetson DSO, Adjutant-

Drop of a hat?

1 am sorry to learn that Lieut T
Healy RA finds wearing a beret so
uncomfortable (January). I “‘hung a
cap badge” on a beret for nearly 12
years in the Royal Tank Corps and
Royal Tank Regiment and always found
it comfortable, practical and smart.

But of course we were the first to
know how to wear them, and other units
never seemed able to learn. The Royal
Air Force always looked shocking in
theirs, but now look very smart in
peaked caps. It was possible to polish
one’s boots with a beret and still appear
smart. However, I do regret the arrival
of the new Royal Tank Regiment head-
gear, an appalling creation without
shape or form.—L Echlin, 1o Copthall
Road, Ickenham, Uxbridge, Middle-
sex.

Recruits a-plenty

In the interesting article on the
Jamaica Regiment (October) it is
stated that ‘‘It is one of the few armies
in the world that has no- recruiting
problems.”

Without wishing in any way to
belittle the Jamaica Regiment I feel this
statement is somewhat misleading. The
Indian Army during World War Two
provided the largest volunteer army
in the world, of more than two million
men. There was then, and is now, no
recruiting problem. Nor is there in the
Pakistan Army, nor in the Malay
Regiment and a number of others.—
Lieut-Col G A I Sanders (Indian
Army, retd), Yew Close, 252 New
Street, Wells, Somerset.

Mounted bagpipes

You stated correctly that the 17th
Bengal Cavalry had a mounted pipe
band (December), but I believe that
this regiment was absorbed into the 17th
Bengal Lancers in 1922, The 17th were
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raised in 1857, and in the following
year became known as ‘‘Robart’s
Horse.” In 1861 their title became 17th
Bengal Cavalry until they were dis-
embodied in 1822. In 1885 they were
reformed and in 1900 became the 17th
Bengal Lancers, which title they held
until 1903 when it was changed to 17th
Cavalry. In 1922 the regiment amalga-
mated with the 37th Lancers (Baluch
Horse) to form the 15th Lancers.

The mounted pipe band was in being
from about 1895 to 1902, and consisted
of a kettle drummer and six pipers, all
mounted on greys.—Major w
Varrier RE, HQ RE 3 Division,
Mooltan'Barracks, Tidworth, Hants.

Imp at work

I regret that there were tWO €ITors
in the reference to the Royal Horse
Artillery in the Rootes Ltd advertise-
ment (December) featuring the Hillman
Super Imp. The badge illustrated
should not have been described as the
forage cap badge, and Captain Hew
Ross’s name should not have been
hyphenated.

I apologise for the errors, which were
due to an oversight by this agency.—
Michael ] Gaffney, Butler and
Gardner Ltd (advertising agents for
Rootes Ltd), 1 Carlos Piace, Mount
Street, London Wi.

Nebelwerfer

1 often wonder why the British Army
does not employ a weapon similar to the
German Nebelwerfer 41, of World War
Two. This weapon had six tubes
mounted on a wheeled carriage, and
fired rocket shells. It had a range of a
little over three miles and was very
light. Although not as accurate as the
Germans could have wished, its main
advantage was that it could be moved
quickly and could bring down a heavy
volume of fire on a small area.

An improvement on this weapon

tters

would surely be a very welcome addition
to the Army’s present armament. What
do other readers think 7—P Starr, 86
Halse Road, Brackley, Northants.

The Gunners were there

I read the letter from Capt ] K
Ollerhead (January) about 7 Mountain
Battery RGA with the Younghusband
Expedition in Tibet with great interest.
However, he did not mention two facts
which may be of interest to SOLDIER's
readers. The Battery fired their guns at
the highest altitude ever, and climbed
and marched at the highest altitude
then reached by white troops. I think
the figures were 14,000 and 16,000 feet
respectively.—G Swan, 7 Netherwood
Place, Wimborne, Dorset.

Household troop

May I respectfully draw attention to
an irregularity in the caption to a
photograph of the Canadian Guards in
the January issue.

The Canadian Guards are not part of
the Household Brigade, a privilege
enjoved by The Life Guards, Royal
Horse Guards (The Blues), Grenadier,
Coldstream, Scots, Irish and Welsh
Guards, thus giving rise to the Brigade
motto ““Septem Juncta in Uno” (Seven

Joined in One).

However, The Canadian Guards are
classed as Household Troops, by virtue
of the fact that on certain occasions
they mount duties on Her Maj The

Queen.—~ORQMS F Smith,
stream G HQ Household
Brigade, Horse ‘Whitehall,
London SWi. ¢

@ SOLDIER’s information was supplied
? 2 Bn, Canadian Guards, at present in
yprus.

Misnomer!

1 never thought I should live to see
the day when a Gunner
(SOLDIER, January) would refer to a
man as a ‘“fully fledged member of a

team.” How comic the man must
i looked wearing a breast-collar and
breeching! i

Too many people, including Gunners,
speak of a gun team when they mean a
gun detachment, the former oonnmni_
of six horses and the latter (usually) of
six men. Please, no more confusion.—
ex-BSM, City of London

P B F

Yeo Bty (TA)), 6 Green Glades,
Grange Estate, Church Crookham,
Aldershot.

Military band uniforms

1 was interested to read Mr J P
Drayner’s letter (December) on the
subject of uniforms for mllmr{‘l:mda

Since World War Two there been
a suprising lack of standardisation, and
I think a modernised version of the 1914
full dress should be introduced for all
Army bands. With the amal tions
of regiments it would be o
decide upon facing colours, but the old
system of blue facings for Royal
regiments, white facings for other
English regiments, yellow for Scottish
etc could be readopted. One thing is
quite certain, the old full dress uniforms
were magnificent and the No 1 dress of
today is a very poor substitute.

Incidenmllf, two of the smartest

** { have seen recently were
the Band of the Ro Engineers
(Aldershot) in blue, with busbies and
spurs, and the Band of The Royal Ulster

ifles in rifle green with no fewer than
three different es of headdress—
shakos for the bugle-major and bugles,
eaked caps for the band and Irish

nnets for the pipes and drums.—C R
Gibb, LI Ed VII Avenue, New-
port, Mon.

Defence of Aldershot

The article on the rebuilding of
Aldershot (January) does less than
justice to the old buildings to describe
them as ““decrepit” and you sweep them
aside as beneath contempt. They may
have been uncomfortable and incon-
venient by modern standards, but they
were never depressing or miserable on
the eye and they are steeped in Army
history and memories.

When these buildings were erected
they had impressive, well-proportioned
style and were set amid spacious tree-

(LU L

lined grounds. It cannot be said
tlmm

anything was good enough”

for the soldiers; at that time they would
have been considered fine buildings.
All are pleased to see isati

of the hﬁrmy’n : tion -

soldiers have every right to present day

standards, but please do :m‘t’te subscribe

to the view that there is nothing in ;

anything old.—F R Jones,

Fifehead Neville,

Farm l-liol.ml-q
Sturminster Newton, Dorset.

and )




Crimea jug

During a visit to Liverpool last
summer 1 was surprised to see, after a
lapse of about sixty years, a piece of
china known as the ‘‘Balaclava Jug”

-

which we, as children, were never
allowed to handle, and of which I
enclose a photograph.

Eight inches high and originally
white, but now somewhat discoloured,
the jug bears, in addition to the picture,
the following inscription in black
lettering:

1.B. 1855.
Sebastopol—attack and capture of the
Malakof by the French.

Light Cavalry rge at Balaclava
Crimea.

On the base of the jug are the words:
G F Bowers, China Manufacturer,
Brownhills.

I well remember “].B’" (James Beech)
as “old Uncle Beech,” who often related
the story of the picture on the jug.—
H W Smallwo 1 Berlin-Spandau
20, Kleine Mittelstrasse 4, Germany.

Long odds

Your correspondent Mr G H Cook
(January) may be disappointed to know
that the chance of his two sons having
the same “‘last three” in their personal
numbers is only 1 in 1000 (or odds of
999 to 1 against). However, if before
either of them had joined the Army he
had wondered what the chance was of
their both having the specific number
650, as they now have, he would have
had a genuine case of it being one in a
million,—Lieut-Col J I G Capadose,
RE, Royal Military Coll;f: of
‘ch;lencc, Shrivenham, Swindon,

ts.

ASSORTED DOZEN

To encourage more junior soldiers
and Servicewomen to enter SOLDIER

. competitions, two special prizes were *

allocated for them in Competition 90
(November). But the result was
disappointing and not a single correct
answer was received from either group.
The two prizes will be held and offered
in another competition.

Correct answers were helmet and
Argosy, (mortar, oak leaf, engine,
Yeomen, rifle, Saladin, trews, Gurkha,
Land-Rover, hackle, Auster, epaulette).

Prizewinners were:

| Pte M Kippin, B Coy, Ist Bn, The
Royal Sussex Regiment, BFPO 51.

2 Cpl L Hunter, C Sqn, Ist Royal
Tank Regiment, BFPO 69.

3WO |1 M Tinant, Army Inform-
ation Office, Barnett House, Foun-
tain Street, Manchester 1.

4 Sgt A Chalkley, 2/2 KEO Ghurka
Rifles, Slim Barracks, Portsdown
Road, c/o GPO Singapore.

5 R Peregrine, New House Farm,
Stone Allerton, Axbridge, Somerset.

6 WO | A Armstrong, TA Centre,
Sunnyside Street, Belfast NI.

7 and 8 Not awarded.

9 C/Sgt A VYasa, Bury Grammar
School CCF, 708 Walmersley Road,
Walmersley, Bury, Lancs.

10 Pte B Robertson, 167 (City of
London) Fd Amb RAMC TA, 77
Devonshire Road, Mill Hill NWT7,

HOW OBSERVANT ARE YOU?
(see page 33)
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COLLECTORS’ CORNER

Michel Foucart, chemin de Maffle 1A,
Ath, Belgium.—Requires badges Royal
Marines, exchange welcomed; also wishes
correspond in English with boy or girl
interested in stamps.

Robert Ruman, 7101 North Ashland
Avenue, Chicago, lllinois 60626, USA.—
Wishes exchange US cloth and metal
badges and insignia for worldwide metal
and cloth badges; also requires medals and
ribbon bars, helmets and bayonets etc.
Correspondence welcomed.

Field Cornet B § Du Preez, Military
Camp, PO Box 844, Walvis Bay, South
West Africa.—Collects military uniforms,
helmets, badges and accoutrements; keen
to obtain full set pattern '08 web equipment ;
will exchange for SA military badges;
correspondence welcome.

G Bott, 56 Hassam Avenue, Newcastle-
under-Lyme, Staffs.—Wishes to purchase
cap badges of the Royal Munster Fusiliers
and The Connaught Rangers.

F M Devas, 12 Richmond Road, Bexhill-
on-Sea, Sussex.—Requires present-day
American cap badges, also World War
Two helmets. Correspondence welcome.

W § Mills, 4104 Ingalls Screet, Mission
Hills, San Diego 3, California, USA.—
Requires glengarry badge of 87th Foot,
period 1881, Purchase or exchange.

REUNIONS

The Royal Dragoons (lst Dra-
goons). Annual reunion dinner at
Albany Street, London NWI, Saturday
30 April. Details from Major C W
Lewis, Hill House, Beckenham Lane,
Bromley, Kent.

2nd Battalion, The Buffs (World
War Two). Annual reunion and dinner,
Saturday 26 March, at County Hotel,
Canterbury. ®Ladies invited. Tickets
I5s 6d single, 3|s double from C
Daniels, | New Street, Wincheap,
Canterbury, Kent, with SAE not later
than |9 March.

XV/XI1X TheKing’s Royal Hussars
Regimental Association. Annual re-
union dinner and dance, Saturday, 30
April, at Derry and Toms Rooms, High
Street, Kensington. Details and tickets
from Secretary, TA Centre, Debdon
Gardens, Newcastle-upon-Tyne 6.

3 Base Workshops, Royal Electri-
cal and Mechanical Engineers.
Officers’ annual reunion dinner, Friday
25 March, at Trafalgar Suite, Whitehall
Court, London SWI. Details from Lieut-
Col G R Riddock, 30 Command Work-
shops, Mill Hill, London NWY7.

ARE YOU A
HOARDER?

Perhaps you're one of those people
who just can’t bear to throw anything
away. Whatever it is, you know that the
day after you reluctantly part with it,
you'll need it. -
Whatever else you do throw away,
you'll need to keep SOLDIER. And
here’s just the thing for preserving those
precious back numbers—and the current
issue too—in printers’ mint condition.
This is the SOLDIER Easibinder. It
will house a year’s supply, prevent
copies from becoming tatty and dog-
earad, and tuck away neatly and handy
on the bookshelf. Turn the pages and they
flatten out for easy reading and quick
reference.

SOLDIER’s Easibinder has a red
leathercloth spine, with the magazine
title in gold and a panel for adding
volume number and year. The Easibinder
costs 12s 6d including packing in a
mrtgnandposmgetoanypartofthe
world.

Get your Easibinder now from SOL-
DIER (Binders), 433 Holloway Road,
London N7. Cheque, postal order, money
order or international money order,
made out to SOLDIER Magazine,
should accompany your order.

ex-Forces candidates, June.

CIVIL SERVICE EXAMINATIONS
The following examinations are held annually : Executive Class for
(Basic grade rises to over £1,300;
good promotion opportunities.)
candidates, October. Assistant Preventive Officer,19-21 February,
and Customs Officer, 18-22 March ; allowance for Forces service.
Write stating age, Forces service, efc., to:
CIVIL SERVICE CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL

10STATION PARADE, BALHAM HIGH RD., LONDON, S.W.12.

Clerical Class for ex-Forces

“Things really happen in the Police!”

P.C. Malcolm Macleod of Liverpool City Police gives you a frank
opinion about his job: I like to do more than stick in one groove. In the
Police I don’t know where I'm going to be at any given time, could be
anywhere, dealing with any emergency that turns up. Every week
brings new experiences. Being a Policeman is a unique job-that's why

I enjoy it so much.”

VARIETY AND ACTIVITY —you always find it in Police work. There

are openings in most Police forces, including:

METROPOLITAN - BIRMINGHAM . LANCASHIRE . LIVERPOOL
As a Constable you can earn over £1,100 plus generous allowances, and

promotion prospects are excellent.

Providing you are between 19 and 30, at least 5' 8 (these are the minimum
height and age standards—they vary with individual forces) and have
good eyesight without glasses, cut out this coupon and send it to'—

Police Careers Officer, Dept. N774, Home Office, London, 5.W.1

NAME
ADDRESS

AGE OCCUPATION ;
Tick here if you are particularly interested in joining

METROPOLITAN

BIRMINGHAM ] LANCASHIRE | LIVERPOOL
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Excused P.T.! If you're being posted overseas,
you pay no purchase tax on the liveliest car in

g the 1 litre class. And what advantages you
A"Other pe”k for serv’ng get! Best performance: 0-50 mph in 13.3 secs.

overseas! You save full

Lightest controls. Good cornering.. Turning
circle only 29 ft. Sports-type all synchro gears.
Powerful brakes. King-size visibility. Unique

purchase tax 0" the Viva suspension. More passenger space. Largest boot:

18 cu. ft. Toughest bodywork finish of all—keeps
shine for years without polish. Underbody seal
protects in all climates. 3,000 miles oil change.
30,000 miles lubrication.

Get your Vauxhall dealer to give you a test drive.
Or contactVauxhall Motors Ltd., Overseas Delivery
Centre, 112-114 Wardour Street, London, W.1.
(Telephone GERrard 4343.) They'll tell you more
about the special advantage terms for the Services.
U.K. list price without purchase tax £436

In Western Germany contact these appointed Vauxhall dealers

BERLIN
Duisburg-Garagen KG, Duisburgerstrasse 9, 1 Berlin.

BIELEFELD
Neotechnik Gothe & Prior, Herforderstrasse 110/114.
48 Bielefeld.

MONCHENGLADBACH RHEINDAHLEN
Egbert Menke, Erkelenzerstrasse 8, 405 Ménchengladbach-
Rheindahlen,

SOEST (WESTPHALIA)

Feldmann & Co. GmbH, Arnsbergerstrasse 7, 477 Soest
(Westphalia). Or General Motors Continental, West German
Sales Department, Antwerp, Belgium.

VAUXHALL

II FIAT one of the most

because .« . o v o'
special military prices
financed by British Companies
payable in Sterling
service all over the place
FIATs all come complete
FIATs build quality with performance

* % % % & X *

Write Dept. Ms | v

R. Rankin & Co.,
111 Limitenstrasse
407 Rheydt, W. Germany

for fuli details

popular cars in BAOR

YOUR FIAT can be waiting for you when you arrive

FREE The Worlds latest
Cloth F
Samples ,as

The foremost Mail Order Tailors present their splendid new
Style Guide and the very latest ranges of superfine cloths.
Entirely free and without obligation. Every suit is hand-cut
and made to measure; our original measurement scheme
guarantees a perfect fit. Easiest of terms — a small deposit
and extended monthly payments. Just fill in the coupon for
full details. Prompt service for both U.K. and overseas.

MARSHALL TAILORS (Dept. M.16) i
659/661, Green Lanes, London, N.B. I
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& Style
Guide in Twenty Superb Styles
full colour Hand Cut & Tallored
Just for YOU !! 4

BA L D?Look younger..Feel younger...
BE YOUNGER witha MANHATTAN

Original untouched photographs of C. J. G. from Surrey.

From America comes the most amazing solution to baldness ever
produced. THE MANHATTAN MAKES ALL OTHER METHODS OLD
FASHIONED—OUT OF DATE.

The patented base took 21 years to perfect before it could be patented.
It is moulded from your scalp taking in the natural hairline. The hair is
matched to your own colour and texture and is embedded, planted in, to the
base itself. This holds the hair erect, as if it has roots, the way nal
hair grows. Because of this the hair stands up naturally as if it is

from your own scalp. IT DEFIES DETECTION—NOBODY WILLKNOW—
NOT EVEN A BARBER. No net, no lace, no cotton, no glue, no clips,

no mess. No perspiration because the base is air-conditioned.

THE BASE IS THE SECRET OF THE MANHATTAN'S COMPLETE AND
UTTERLY NATURAL APPEARANCE. IT IS FIRM, YET FLEXIBLE AND UN-
SHRINKABLE. IT IS WORLD PATENTED; IT CANNOT BE COPIED, OR EVEN
IMITATED.

For full details of the amazing Manhattan fill in the coupon below.

MANHATTAN, 32 SHAFTESBURY AVENUE, LONDON w.l

Please send me FREE without any obligation on my part full details
of the MANHATTAN in a plain envelope.

FULL POSTAL ADDRESS IN BLOCK CAPITALS.........cooonrrmrminencssinninsinns




COMPETITION 94

-
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Nicknames Anonymous

of Balaclava in 1854 when they formed up only two ranks deep to face

a Russian Cavalry charge. Sir Colin Campbell rode along the front of
the Regiment and shouted: “There is no retreat from here, men! You must
die where you stand.”

And the Highlanders stood firm. When the Cavalry charged they fired their muskets
with such skill that the Russians were defeated. A famous correspondent of “The Times”
described the two lines of Highlanders as “that thin red streak tipped with a line of steel.”

Since then the nickname “Thin Red Line” has come to symbolise courage and
steadfastness and it is a title of which the Regiment is very proud.

Many regiments of the British Army have proud nicknames, although not all were
earned in glory. Some are downright facetious and others are utterly vague.

SOLDIER’s competition this month tests your military nickname knowledge. Here
are 11 nicknames and 11 regiments; ten can be paired up but in each list there is one
nickname and one regiment that have no connection with each other.

Send the odd two names on a postcard or by letter, with the “Competition 94” label
from this page, and your name and address, to:

The Editor (Comp 94)
SOLDIER

433 Holloway Road
London N7.

Closmg date for this competition is Monday, 2 May 1966. The answers and the
winners’ names will appear in the July 1966 SOLDIER. The competition is open to all
readers at home and overseas. More than one entry can be submitted but each must be
accompanied by a “Competition 94’ label.

THE Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders won their nickname at the battle

The Cherrypickers

The Fighting Fifth

The Diehards

The Blues

The Havercake Lads
Pontius Pilate’s Bodyguard
The Orange Lilies

The Micks

The Death or Glory Boys
The Royal Goats

The Kiddies

Irish Guards

The Royal Scots

The Royal Northumberland Fusiliers
Grenadier Guards

The Middlesex Regiment

17th/21st Lancers

Royal Horse Guards

11th Hussars

The Royal Welch Fusiliers

The Duke of Wellington's Reglment
The Royal Sussex Regiment

This famous painting shows the Thin Red Line of
Highlanders facing the Russian Cavalry charge.

Prizes

1 £10 in cash

2 £5 in cash
3-4 £3 In cash
5-6 £2 Iin cash
7-8 Three books

9-10 SOLDIER free for a year or a SOLDIER
Easibinder

How observant are you?

These two pictures look alike, but they vary in ten minor details. If you cannot detect all the differences, turn to page 31.
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MARINES

Surings
Facilitioy

You may have said it yourself. But, consider. You
will probably never have a better oppdrtunity than
you have now of putting some money aside for the
future. You enjoy good pay—with no overheads—
and all the facilities of the Post Office Savings Bank
scheme are yours for the asking. What could be
simpler ?

Make saving a good habit. Save as much or as
little as you like, but do it regularly. Keep your
money in the Savings Bank as long as you possibly
can. You will find that it soon mounts up and collects
interest—ready to help start you up in the trade you

Have a are now learning in the Service, or for furnishing

your home when you get married.

All the details of the scheme are in the leaflets

A illustrated here. Write to me personally, and T will

L send you a copy of the one that applies to your

4 h Service:
W lt your Air Chief Marshal Sir Hugh W. L. Saunders,
ot s G.C.B., K.B.E., M.C., D.F.C., M.M.,
drlnk t'onlg ht‘ Chairman, H.M. ForcesSavingsCommittee,
Block B, Government Buildings,

WILLS CASTELLA CIGARS London Road, Stanmore, Middlesex
il i R e
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HUMOUR
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“One day I'll go off and am for unscrewing things the wromg way.”’
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GERMANY

MORRIS - RILEY
WOLSELEY - M.G.

SOLE DISTRIBUTOR

J. A. Woodhouse ¢ Co.

Under British Management
KﬁLN-BRAUNSFELD, STOLBERGER STRASSE 108-110

1. We have many
years of
experience in
meeting British
Forces
requirements in
Germany.

2. We can put
you right on
German motoring
regulations.

3. Our stock of
spare parts is
over two million
Deutschmarks in
value.

4. Hire purchase
facilities available

5. Delivery
arranged of any
model in England
(tax free) or in
Germany after
you arrive
(including the
fabulous Morris-
Mini and 1100).

6. Dealer service
in all parts of
Germany.

MORRIS-MINI SALOON

Please send catalogues and prices for the

PO ML NAMEN L it o L B,

POST TO: J. A, WOODHOUSE & CO.
5 KSLN-BRAUNSFELD
STOLBERGER STR. 108-110
GERMANY

PAGE 36

BOOKS

ADVISER TO HORE-BELISHA

;Im Liddell Hart Memoirs,”” Volume

S second volume begins
with those years, momen-
tous to the Army and, to

many, the most interesting in
Captain Liddell Hart’s career,
when he was unofficial adviser
to the War Minister, Leslie Hore-
Belisha, and the grey eminence
behind many reforms.

Hore-Belisha was given his post
by Neville Chamberlain on the
explicit grounds that drastic changes
were needed. In the author’s words
“a live mind, if still a virgin one in
the military sphere,”” he was eager
for information and advice and soon
what the Minister called “the part-
nership”® was functioning. In its
most successful aspect it consisted
of reforms suggested by the author
and put into effect by the War
Minister. The author later counted
no fewer than 62 reforms he
suggested in the second half of 1937
which had been adopted by the
outbreak of war.

One of the author’s jobs was to
suggest and vet senior appointments.
The p ip felt let down by
General Lord Gort VC, whom they
made Chief of the Imperial General
Staff. His deference to the views of
more conservative soldiers, particu-
larly the retired generals, proved a

FROM CANNON
TO ROCKET

“Guns” (Dudley Pope)

their titles in recent years, takes
the word in its widest sense to
cover am from a minia-
ture automa

176-second flight).

It ranges over the simplest primi-
tive cannon to the fighter aircraft’s
ingeniously compact weaponry, but
curiously omits the anti-aircraft
artillery which developed its own
science and occupied so many gun-
ners in 1939-45.

As befits its price, this volume is
richly illustrated with pictures cho-
sen in such a way and given such
generous space that as well as
acsthetic pleasure they offer an
opportunity to study detail of the
weapons actions and processes
they portray, a virtue lacking in
many books of comparable lavish-
ness. They also have a variety which
avoids the catalogue dullness of
many more specialised works.

The author is obviously much in
love with his subject and defends the
gun against charges that it is to
blame for war. The theory that the
arms race is the cause of conflict, he

says, ignores the original aggressive .

intentions of the first nation to arm.
As for crime, he admits the gun
makes the criminal’s work easier,
but thinks it improbable that Al
Capone would have been a peaceful

considerable stumbling-block to pro-

8
;
:

that Hore-Belisha ended it but Hore-
Belisha told a mutual acquaintance
“Liddell Hart has dropped me.”

sl s . mnack st

p was in many ways

most damaging step he had taken.
Previously he had been unassailable,
able to put his ideas into print and
ki the pressure until they were

any further development—modifica-

tion perhaps, but not invention. The

story of the gun ends not in a bang

but in the roar of a rocket.
Weidenfeld and Nicolson,
£6 6s

RLE

SOLDIERS ON
HORSEBACK

““British Regular Cavalry” (Leonard
Cooper)

(1642-45) when the wild, hectic
charge of Prince Rupert and his

valiers became fashionable. Des-
pite the obvious advantages of



Cromwell's alternative tactic of a .

controlled advance (a factor appre-
ciated only by Marlborough), devo-
tion to the charge was to cost Us dear
for many a long year.

Indeed, so closely allied was the
Cavalry to the rites of fox-hunting
that during periods of peace, dra-
goons, lancers and hussars, with
their fancy uniforms and purchased
commissions, looked like so many
comic-opera characters. It is not
surprising that Wellington seemed
reluctant to use horsemen, however
gallantly they fought and died at
Waterloo.

Dramatic courage was always the
attraction of the Cavalry even in
tragedies such as Balaclava. Cavalry-
men did not have an opportunity to
show their real worth in World War
One; the advent of the machine-gun
and tank meant their doom.

Although the author occasionally
errs in detail on general history, he
gives a sober and realistic account of
days when la guerre érait magnifique!

Chapman and Hall, 355 A WH

ARRAS IN WAR

“The Shadow of Vimy Ridge”’ (Ken-
neth Macksey)

GLANCE at the map of
Northern France shows clearly
why the 400-foot high Vimy

Ridge is so important to France, It
guaids the city of Arras, a vital link
in the frontier’s traditional fortifica-
tion system.

Since World War One, English-
speaking people have had a strange
love-hate relationship with the area,
symbolised as it is by the great
Canadian war memorial dominating
the heights.

Although British troops sweated
and strained around Arras as early
as 1710 under Marlborough, it was
not until 1916 that our troops were
again committed here in large num-
bers. Replacing French units ex-
hausted by fruitless attempts to re-
take the ridge, the British soon found
the task well nigh impossible.

It was not until a really massive
attack was launched that the Cana-
dians, with fantastic courage, finally
took their objective.

But the roar of guns was heard
once more in 1940 as the brilliantly
led German columns penetrated
deeply into France. Yet the British
resistance in and around Arras was
so fierce that Rommel feared disaster
if he attacked the retreating British
too closely. Indeed the author
suggests that the miracle of Dunkirk
may well have been the result of the
fight put up at Arras.

KENNETH MACKSEY =

British troops, backed by French
Resistance fighters, freed Arras for
good in 1944, The guns are now
silent, but Vimy Ridge is still impor-
tant for France.

William Kimber, 45s AWH

NEW LIGHT ON TOBRUK

“Springboks in _Armour” (Harry
Klein)

HIS is the inspiring story of the
TSouth African armoured cars in

World War Two. When war
broke out, South Africa possessed
but two obsolete armoured cars;
within a year she had supplied the
most mobile division of its kind in
the Commonwealth.

The South Africans designed and
built their own cars and a grand
series they were. No fewer than 1180
were bought by Britain; the South
African Tank Corps took delivery of
4566. This Corps, born in 1940, was
to travel like a fiery comet across the
war scene for three years until being
absorbed into the much-expanded
South African Armoured Corps.

The Tank Corps was moulded in
the East African and Abyssinian
campaigns and tempered in the fury
of the Western Desert. It earned the
unqualified praise of the Eighth
Army and one of its regiments re-
ceived as a battle honour 7th
Armoured Division’s coveted “Desert
Rat”’ badge.

Colonel Klein throws new light on

events surrounding the fall of
Tobruk in June 1942 when the
fortress was commanded by Major-
General H B Klopper, the South
African with such an “unenviable
place in history.”

He reveals that as early as
February that year another South
African, Lieutenant-General George
Brink, warned General Ritchie and
General Gott of the impossibility of

IN BRIEF

*“The Lambeth and Southwark Volun-
teers” (¥ M A Tamplin)

There have been many accounts
of Army units in the last ten years
but none to touch this volume of
more than 500 pages and 100 plates.
A study of voluntary service over the
past century is hardly likely to be
charged with excitement, yet it is the
impressive story of the best types of
men united by comradeship.

Strangely enough its origin was
inspired in 1860 by fear of the
French. The early days of the Volun-
teers were pleasant meetings in
Horn’s Tavern, Kennington, and
“‘sham fights" at Brighton; the War
Office and Regulars were more than
dubious about their fighting abilities.

The South African and two world
wars dispelled any doubts. The
history of the unit is written forever
in these stirring names—Givenchy
and the Somme, Medenine and

-
holding Tobruk should a with-
drawal from the Gazala Line become
necessary. He had found the de-
fences ““in a very bad state.”” General
Ritchie, it appears, said Tobruk
would not be held.

During the talk, General Brink
stated that if ordered to hold Tobruk
he would protest, as he was “not
prepared to sacrifice my division.”

Macdonald, 45s JCw

Anzio. The best comment on the

Regiment comes from the com-

piler’s own pen, “. . . conceived by

patriotism, bred on enthusiasm.”
Trustees of the Regimental History

Emd, 4 Flodden Road, London SES,
5 5s

““Bellona Armoured Vehicle Prints"

The fifth series (to the same scale
of 4mm to 12in) features in four
prints the American Chaffee M24
light tank and M4 medium tank with
105mm howitzer, the German
P2KW11 Wespe and three versions
(recce, amphibious and engineer) of
the Volkswagen field car, precursor
of today’s Volkswagen ‘“‘Beetle.”

Merberlen Ltd, Hawthorn Hill,
Bracknell, Berks (four-print set in
folder, 4s; single prints 15 6d; five sets
20s; binder 8s plus 1s post; binder Ts
plus 1s post if ordered with subscrip-

tion).

Forces Bookshops at:

BAOR

Berlin (YMCA)

Bielfeld (YWCA)

Bunde (YMCA)

Celle (Church of Scotiand)
Cologne (YWCA)

Detmold (Salvation Army)
Dortmund (YMCA)
Dusseldorf (YMCA)
Fallingbostel (YWCA)
Hamelin (Church Army)
Hannover (Salvation Army)
Herford (YMCA and YWCA)
Hehne (YMCA)

Hubbelrath (YMCA)

Iseriohn (YMCA)

Krefeld (YMCA)

Lippstadt (Church Army)

Minden (Salvation Army)
Moenchen-6ladbach—Main HQ (YWCA)
Munster (Church of Scotland and Toc H)
Osnabruck (Church Army)

Paderborn (Toc H)

Sennelager (Church Army)

Verden (Toc H)

Walfenbuttel (Church of Scotland)
GIBRALTAR

Wesley House (MCFC)

GYPRUS

Akrotiri (YWCA)

Berengaria (YWCA)

Dhekelia (Church of England Club)

IN COMMAND

That's what he is now—and likes
everyone to know it ! Used to
giving orders. Like the one he
gave to the Forces Bookshop.
Marked urgent, * Supplies of
books, newspapers, magazines
running low. Send more
immediately.” They did—almost
before he had time to sew on his
stripes. There's no delay with
Forces Bookshops-what’s not on
the shelf they can get fast!

For books, newspapers, magazines, stationery and gifts go to your Forces Bookshop or if none near you write to:

SERVICES CENTRAL BOOK DEPOT (W H SMITH & Son)

195-201 Pentonville Rd, London, N1

Episkopi (YMCA)

Famagusta (MMG)

Nicosia (Hibbert House)
MIDDLE EAST

Aden (MME)

NORTH AFRICA

Benghazi (Salvation Army)
Tobruk (Salvation Army)
Tripoli (YMCA)

FAR EAST

Hong Kong (European YMCA)
Singapore (Commonwealth Services Club)
Sek Kong (Church of Scotland)
Malacca (Church of Scotland)
Kuching (Church of Scotland)

and other main centres,
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The emphasis was naturally on youth at the Army
stand at the Schoolboys and Girls Exhibition in
London. Two Army Youth Peams from Taunton
and Southend demonstrated canoe building while
for the more adventurous there was a lively
obstacle course (right) to be tackled under the
supervision of young soldiers from the Junior
Parachute Company. In addition there was a
display showing what help Army Youth Teams
could give to youth organisations in Britain.

Beer, gallons and gallons of beer, is fermenting
under this frothy, heaving mass (below). And
watching it with dry mouths are members of
A Battery, Honourable Artillery Company, who
were on a visit to Whitbread’s brewery in the City
of London. The part-time City soldiers were taken
on a complete tour of the old brewery ending at a
bar stocked with a plentiful supply of free beer.

A tiny Morse translator not much bigger than a
matchbox which converts dots and dashes into
readable figures and letters has been developed
for the United States Army. It plugs into any
Army radio and enables untrained operators to
read a Morse code message direct from a tiny
screen. This miniature gadget contains 350 diodes,
75 transistor circuits and its own power supply.
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This picture (right) ought to gag
many of the eritics who complain
about the efficiency and en-
thusiasm of the Territorial Army.
It shows a gun and detachment
from 383 Field Regiment, Terri-
torial Army. The men are wear-
ing No 2 Dress (which they had
to buy themselves) and the unit
comments: “Any Regular unit
interested in the standard of
cleanliness of the gun should
contact the Battery Sergeant-
Major of R Battery at Ports-
mouth. When it comes to real
shooting, the last firing weekend
showed they could go to gunfire
after only ene ranging round.
Not bad for weekend soldiers!”

Men of 1st Battalion, The
Gloucestershire Regiment, were
rushed off to guard Britain’s
“freedom radio” in Francistown,
Bechuanaland, when it was re-
ported that an attempt was to be
made to blow the installation sky-
high. The transmitter relays BBC
World Service news, banned by
the rebel government, to Rho-
desia. The soldiers were moved
from nearby Swaziland where
they are currently stationed on
internal security duties, Picture
(left) shows the men training
near the Bechuanaland radio site.

Gurkha Engineers and men from
18 Amphibious Squadron, Royal
Corps of Transport, were called in
to help when continuous
caused the worst flooding in
north-east Malaya for 29 years.
Ten people were drowned and
7500 were evacuated from their
homes. Royal Air Force Bever-
leys air-lifted the mercy troops
up to the area from Singapore.
In this picture (left) Lance-
Corporal Gordon Harris helps a
small boy down from his DUKW
after ferrying the boy and his
father across a flooded field.

Two Scets Guards pipers escort
Lord Killearn’s 18-year-old
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