VICTORY
IN-THE
FALKLANDS

PULL-0UT GOLOUR
SOUVENIR




At £3,591 the Crusader
is the best priced, best selling,

special edition Cortina ever.
And here’s why.

Never before has there been a Cortina
with so much individuality and so well ,
equipped for such an incredibly low
starting price.

The sumptuous interior, the
features and the exciting two-tone,
and single-tone body colours, place
this car way ahead of anything in
its price range, and reinforce the
Cortina’s unparalleled value for money.

Just check the extraordinary list of
features in the box on the right (many

* Single or two-tone paint with co-ordinated
pin striping.

#* ‘Durham’ and ‘Crushed Velour” fabric trim
on seats and doors,

* Centre console fitted with Ford's own high
quality radio.

* Sports road wheels with-rim embellishers.
* Remote control driver’s door mirror.
# Passenger door mirror.

* Reclining front seats with adjustable head
restraints.

#* Centre armrest in the rear seat.
#* Map pockets and carpets on lower front doors.

The whole cabin area feels like a much
more expensive car.

which, at this moment you could find

some amazing deals), but also all that’s * Wood cappings on all doors.
best in Cortina #* Colour keyed cut pile carpet in passenger
: compartment.
Its legendary strengths; best * Bomp T

priced, best value for money,
and best selling. Go and see the
Crusader, which is fully equipped
to meet BFG legal requirements.
And you'll soon see why.

Remember there are special
discounts available to members of
H.M. Forces.

For full details, contact any Ford
dealer in the UK., your local NAAFI car
sales showroom in Germany, NAAFI,
Nottingham, or Natocars, Bridgwater,
Somerset.

* Heater and demister with variable speed fan.
# Four independent fresh air face vents.
# Front centre armrest with trinket box.

% Crusader estates are conveniently fitted with
rear wash/wipe.

# [nertia reel seat belts to driver's and front
passenger’s seats.

# [[luminated controls with variable intensity.
#* Clock.

* Two-speed wipers.

# Electric screen wash.

* Cigar lighter.

* Anti-dazzle rear view mirror.

The fascia is traditional
Cortina upgraded with

k

oke
,and instrument illumination rheostat

of which are direct from
our top of the range Ghia)
and see if you don’t agree.
But there’s a lot more
to this car than a huge list
of standard features.
It is representative
not only of the whole
Cortina range (within

wood grain effect, 4-5
steering wheel, a cloc

Elegant Durham/velour trim
® comes in either Peat and

Mocha, or Shark Grey and Steel

: Grey, depending on your exterior
colour choice

CORTINA CRUSADER @Z2

*Max. tax-free prices for the single-tone 1.3 saloon at time of going to press. Car illustrated
1.3 two-tone at £3,709. Seat belts included. Delivery and number plates at extra cost

Ford Personal Import Export Limited,
8 Balderton Street, London W1Y 2BN. Tel:01-493 4070.
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OVERSEAS KIT
ISSUED EARLY ON
VERY SPECIAL TERMS.

You must know that any serving ép-“
member of H.M. Forces posted overseas
can buy a new car tax free.

But here’s a couple of plus points.

You can take delivery and drive your
new car here in the UK. for a maximum of
six months before your posting, and in
certain cases even longer.

And if you choose a car from the
Austin Morris Rover Triumph range, there’s
the added bonus of special price
opportunities available on top of your tax
free privilege. No matter whether you
buy for cash or on terms.

It all adds up to substantial
savings on list price.

All models, from our best selling
Metro to top ranking Rover are available,
including the new Triumph Acclaim and
Austin Ambassador models.

And the deal can be done at any
BL Cars showroom.

Call in and find out more. Or post the
coupon below and we'll be pleased to put

you in touch with a local dealer specialising ‘Y P
in Forces Tax Free Sales and geared to get .« = /o M .
you on the road fast. V. = :

| I am interested in the following model(s) I
for use in the UK prior to posting to (country) Delivery required (date)

| Name Initials Rank I

‘ Home address |

Base address

| Unit Tel. day Tel. evening
. §5-82 I




NEWS LINES

SOLDIER

to Soldier

THE TRIUMPH of the British
Task Force in liberating the
Falklands has earned our
Armed Forces widespread
admiration. Butitwonnocheers
from the 16 Welsh Nationalist
governors of the Eifionydd
comprehensive school.

Setting a splendid example
to their pupils in dispassionate
intellectual argument, these
pillars of the Prinicpality re-
fused to allow an Army nurse
to address a careers conven-
tion at the school. And the
chairman, County Councillor
Mr Maldwyn Lewis, was re-
ported as saying: "If after
spending millions to educate
children we have nothing bet-
ter to offer than to put on a
uniform and ask them to mur-
der people in the name of the
Queen, there is something
wrong . .. Murder is murder
whoever it is done by, whether
in the Falklands,or Northern
Ireland.”

Mr Lewis is entitled to his
view of course. And should his
freedom to express it ever be
threatened by some foreign
tyranny, he may derive some
comfort from knowing that
thousands of British fighting
men will be standing by to
stick up for his cherished
rights.

But it is ironic that he should
seek to deny the same free-
dom of expression to those
with whom he does not agree.
And even more disturbing —
for someone concerned with
the education of young, im-
pressiohable minds — that he
-should justify his stance with
slurs on the men and women
who serve in our Armed
Forces.

Pacifism — which Mr Lewis
espouses — is an appealing

‘doctrine. We should all feel

much safer if war could be
wiped out at the drop of a
white handerchief. But until
the millenium dawns, our fight-
ing forces remain the surest
guardians of our peace and
individual freedoms. And to
label those prepared to fight
for our liberties as ‘murderers’
is an insult to generations of
brave British people.

The Falklands campaign, of
course, burns bright in our
memory. But it is less than
four decades ago that our
countrymen were locked in a
global struggle for the pre-

- servation of every civilised

value we hold dear.

If Mr Lewis and his fellow
governors have forgotten that
simple fact they should go
back to the classroom — for a

‘lesson in modern history.

The Rev Major David Cooper, padre to 2 Para, just back from the
Falklands, was in action at Bisley with a little support from two of his
dogs — dachshund ‘Tweed’ and Irish Wolfhound ‘Dog’. Shooting for
the Bisley Cup, the Army’s individual trophy, he tied with Col Bob
Mackeith, RAMC. In the shoot-off they tied again with 24 out of a
possible 25 pts but in the sudden death finish the padre got a bull and
the colonel was one point behind with an inner.

PEACE — AND
A MEDAL TOO

PEACE HAS FINALLY come to the South Atlantic but
although a state of war was never actually declared it has
taken several weeks for the Argentine government to ack-
nowledge that the fighting is over.

Finally, an exchange of notes
between London and Buenos
Aires signified an end to hostili-
ties, 102 days after the Falklands
were invaded.

Meanwhile there were scenes
of rejoicing at docks and airfields
as Task Force ships, soldiers and
marines returned home. They in-
cluded the 2nd and 3rd Batta-
lions of the Parachute Regiment,
who arrived at RAF Brize Nor-
ton in a massive airlift from
Ascension Island, and the Blues
and Royals.

Travelling in the other direc-
tion were the 1st Battalion the
Queen’s Own Highlanders and
the 170-strong Gurkha Engineer
Squadron.

A more sombre note was
struck as Wales honoured her
sons with a memorial service in
Llandaff Cathedral for all the
Welsh Guards and attached per-
sonnel who gave their lives in the
campaign. The cathedral was
packed and the congregation in-
cluded the Prince of Wales.

And then, the very next day,
tragedy again struck the regi-
ment, which lost 38 men in the
Sir Galahad disaster, when two
Sidewinder missiles were
accidentally released from an
RAF Harrier taking-off from
Port Stanley.

Six of the 11 soldiers injured
were Welsh Guardsmen. The
others included four signallers
from 5 Brigade and a sapper.

The Ministry of Defence said
that two of the victums were
seriously injured.

Meanwhile in London con-
tributions to the South Atlantic

Fund reached the staggéring
total of nearly £9 million, includ-
ing a single donation of £1 mil-
lion from a wealthy businessman
living in the Bahamas.

And a 5ft colour poster thank-
ing the general public for its
spontaneous and overwhelming
support went up on 3250 sites
across the country. The entire
operation was mounted free of
charge with both the sites and the
design being donated by specia-
list firms.

Everyone who served in the
Falklands Task Force, military
and civilian alike, is to get a
campaign medal. The Queen has
approved the award which will
have a blue, white and green
ribbon and anyone who served in
the area for at least one day will
get it.

Mayoral welcome for Bill on his return from Korea.

£20,000
for VG

BILL SPEAKMAN’s Victoria
Cross won on Hill 217 in Korea
has changed hands yet again.
This ume it raised £20,000 and
the hammer came down after just
90 seconds.

It was sold by Sothebys as ‘Lot
522’ and all the London auc-
tioneers will reveal is that the
medal will stay in this country.

Bill Speakman, the six-foot-six
former private in the King’s
Own Scotuish Borderers, now
lives in South Africa. He won his
VC in November 1951 for lead-
ing hand grenade charges against
the marauding Chinese.

The news that the medal is to
stay in this country — Speakman
sold it in 1970 for just £1500 —
has delighted Lt-Col David
Ward, Regimental Secretary and
Curator of the KOSB Museum at
Berwick who told SOLDIER:
“We have tried to get our hands
on the medal for years but with
prices today it was completely
beyond us. I think the medal
must stay in this country. But
£20,000 is ridiculous — it is three
times as high as the money we
pay out in charity every year.”

Lt-Col Ward knew Speakman
at the time he won the VC. At the
time, the colonel was a captain
and transport officer.

“l last heard from him 18
months ago when he sent for
some badges.

“He is still quite something up
here you know. We have even
got a Speakman Platoon at the
Junior Depot at the Bridge of
Don. He 1s very much alive in
these parts.”

Lt-Col Ward remembers the
giant as a ‘“perfectly ordinary
nice bloke”.

“When he came to us with
four chums it would have taken a
trailer to carry all their conduct
sheets,” Lt-Col Ward recalls.
“They were a sort of wild bunch.
But I'm delighted the medal is
going to stay in this country.”
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NEWS LINES

In-place
forces
essential

WITH THE REGULAR Army
fully manned and the TA only
two per cent below its establish-
ment the outlook is that the
Army will continue to grow in
strength, Mr Peter Blaker,
Minister of State for the Armed
Forces, told the House of Com-
mons.

“I am glad to report that the
patient is now making good pro-
gress,” he said in opening the
Army debate. “Pay is fully com-
parable. The number of men
leaving voluntarily is insignifi-
cant. In Northern Ireland we
have only three roulement batta-
lions.”

Stating the case for the reten-
tion of BAOR, Mr Blaker said it
occupied a key sector, the col-
lapse of which could mean the
Russians at the Channel. There
was no substitute for in-place
forces and a reduction in the
55,000 treaty figure would be
bound to affect the lessons which
the Soviet Union would draw.

Financially it would cost more
to bring back our forces than to
keep them in West Germany. -

This year British Forces Ger-
many would cost under nine per
cent of the Defence Budget.

The argument that the very
stability of the Central Front,
and the fact that it had lasted for
30 years, meant that we could
safely make big reductions there
was to stand common sense on its
head, said Mr Blaker.

“The success of a policy is not
-a reason for abandoning it.”

Back at work in Germany, ‘Have a go’ hero Gunner Barry Royston.

BARRY IS 'HAVE
A GO’ HERO

ALTHOUGH HE ALREADY had one arm in plaster as a
result of a broken wrist, Gunner Barry Royston, 34, decided
to ‘have a go’ when he saw a gang of louts kicking a young

policeman in the head.

Now his heroism has been rewarded by South Yorkshire
Police Committee who have presented him with a certificate

of commendation.

Barry, a driver with 22 Air
Defence Regiment RA in De-
tmold, was on leave in Sheffield
when he saw the gang — some
reports said 25 of them — attack-
ing the policeman. With no
thought for himself he waded in
and put the gang to flight but he
gbot a broken finger for his trou-

le.

And it all happened while a

Museum gets

‘Monty’

papers

THE DIARIES and private papers of Field Marshal Vis-
count Montgomery of Alamein have been presented to the
Imperial War Museum and with his wartime headquarters
caravans will now form the main part of the Montgomery
Collections, which the trustees plan to extend in future

years.

Since 1962 the papers have
been in the possession of the
International Thomson Orga-
nisation, as a result of the Field
Marshal’s close friendship with a
wartime comrade, Sir Denis
Hamilton, then editor of The
Sunday Times and who has just
retired as chairman and editor-
in-chief of Times Newspapers.

In a letter dated September
1962 ‘Monty’ told Sir Denis:
“The diaries tell the whole inside
story of what went on in the
conduct of the war, and give my
personal correspondence with

Alanbrooke.”
After he had handed over the

first batch of papers he later,

added much other pre-1942
material, including his letters to
his parents from the Western
Front 1914-18, and correspond-
ence with Sir Winston Churchill,
General Eisenhower and other
personalities.

The collection, which fills 12
outsize deed boxes, was de-
scribed by Dr Noble Frankland,
the museum’s director, as “a real
gold mine for historians of both
wars.”’

crowd of shoppers looked on —
then cheered when Barry won
the day.

Chief Constable James Brown-
low said: ““His actions were those
of a very brave man and almost
certainly prevented more serious
injury being inflicted on the
officer. He gave outstanding
assistance to the police.”

TEN YEARS after getting the
Queen’s Commendation for
Brave Conduct for tackling a
gun-wielding bank robber in Col-
chester, Bombardier Ronald
Spencer, 33, has done it again.

Now he has been honoured for
disarming a burglar with a sheath
knife at his Army married quar-
ter near Dortmund.

Although the burglar tried to
stab him with the knife, Ronald
chased him, brought him to the
ground and held him in an
armlock after a desperate strug-
gle while his wife, Susan, called
the police.

Ronald is currently serving
with 26 Field Regiment RA.

Briefly

WINNERS of the

first-ever
Larkhill Gun Run (see last issue
of SOLDIER) which involved
seven teams of 18 men pulling
25-pounder field guns over a 7.8-
mile course, were Signals Wing,
the Royal School of Artillery, at
Larkhill, who returned a time of
one hour 15 minutes and 50
seconds.

In second place were 22 Locat-
ing Battery with a time of 1:20:42
while third position was taken by
176 Battery (Support Regiment)
in 1:23:27. Gunnery Wing, the
F?lli featured in our report, came
1ith.

* * *

The Colchester Searchlight Tat-
too will take place from 4-7
August and this year will include
a record number of musicians.
There will be over 1000 from 23
military and civilian bands.
Altogether 1300 people will take
part in the grand finale.

* * *

Mr Ken Bromley, the Australian
who organised holidays for
thousands of British and other
Servicemen in his country’s Gold
Coast, has died. But the other
scheme which he launched to
give holidays to Servicemen
severely wounded in Northern
Ireland is to continue with the
help of funds from his estate.

* * *

More than 400 old soldiers from
all over Britain took part in the
annual Dunkirk Veterans Parade
at Aldershot.

* * *
As part of its campaign to raise
money for a Land Rover or Mini

Bus, 33 Sgn (Royal Signals) ACF
has devised a tough map reading
competition which it has thrown
open to the whole British Army. -
Write to the squadron at Broad-
mead Pavilion, Chigwell Road,
Wol;)d.ford,Essex. Entries cost £5
each.

* * *

The Marconi company has won a
£30 million Ministry of Defence
contract for the full development
of the Battlefield Artillery Target
Engagement System (BATES)
for the Royal Artillery.

* * *

The Battle of the Bands organisa-
tion is now accepting tapes for
the 1982-83 competition. There
will be a total of 21 heats cover-
ing the whole of the UK later in
the year. Interested bands should
contact TDK Battle of the
Bands, 87 High Road, London
N2.

* * *

The BFBS sponsored Services
Folk Competition has been can-
celled. It is a casualty of the
Falklands crisis.

r
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Helping Hand *

Aid was recently at hand when
16 United Nations workers
and their families evacuated
from war-torn Lebanon
arrived at the British Forces
leave centre at Troodos in
Cyprus. Tired and worn, some
without possessions, they were
housed at the centre until they
could return to their home
countries.

Bottoms Up ~

This American was brave
enough to try his hand with
the Yard of Ale when the
British element at HQ
AFSOUTH, Naples, held

their annual fete. For one day
ploughman’s lunches and pints

replaced pasta and vino.
Profits went to Naples’

Anglican church and Service '

charities.

Prize Beauty >

Eve-catcher Julie-Anne
Rudkin chose this cuddly pet
as her favourite when she
went along to help publicise
an appeal on behalf of the
South Atlantic Fund by the
Depot Regt RA at Woolwich.
The Gunners thought she was
a bit of a pet herself.

Silver Castle v

This magnificent silver
centrepiece completed recently
to commemorate the
amalgamation of the 91st and
93rd Highlanders in 1881 was
on view for The Queen's
recent visit to Scotland.

s

B =

A cheque for £1023.15 and
another for £150 were handed
to Maj David Stephenson RE
on behalf of the South
Atlantic Fund by Paul and
Shirley Bedford of the
Londesborough Army Hotel at
Selby, N Yorks. The big total
was collected in only 18 days,
mainly from young people,
and the hotel’s directors added
the other £150.

%
Motley Crew *

It was all in the best traditions
of Blackbeard and Long John
Silver when Brownie-Guides
from Verden and Nienburg in
Germany celebrated their
revels — a mixture of games
competitions and singing —
with the theme “Pirates”. The
2nd Verden pack won the
Revels Shield and the st
Verden pack took the fancy-
dress prize.



<Shoot Salute

Lt Col Larry Orpen-Smelley,
captain of the Army Rifle
Team, prepares to fire the 7.62
L1Al nifle at Bisley to mark the
watershed of 75,000 rifle
overhauls by the Small Arms
Repair Branch of 34 Central
Workshop REME, Donnington.
Major Geoff Cook, Branch
Manager, left, fits the
magazine.

<Smart Escort

Six-year-olds Ian Powell, left,
and Darren Savage provided an
unusual escort for the Queen
Mother when she paid a fleeting
visit to 9th/12th Royal Lancers
at Hohne, of which she is
Colonel-in-Chief. The regiment
has become known as ‘“The
Jokers’ since SOLDIER
reported in April that they were
to be decimalised.

- <Climb Three

For the third time ‘C’ Coy of
Princess Marina College,
Aborfield, have climbed all
three of Britain’s highest peaks
in one weekend. Setting off
after work on Fridav they
conquered Ben Nevis, 4406ft,
Sca Fell Pike, 3210ft, and
Snowdon, 3560ft, and still
managed to get back before lam
on Monday morning.

New Guidon ~

Not even a torrential downpour
could dampen the spirit of 15th
19th King’'s Royal Hussars
when Princess Margaret, their
Colonel-in-Chief, presented
them with a new Guidon (the
cavalry equivalent of a
regimental colour). The parade
at Paderborn went ahead
despite the weather and much
to the pleasure of 130 old
comrades who had travelled to
Germany especially for the
occasion.

On Target *

Pictorial proof that Pte Cathy
Barrett of 55 Signal Squadron
(V) from Liverpool, knows how
to get her man. At Summer
camp with the squadron at
Shorncliffe she did it three
times with an SLR — and all in
the inner.




GRAHAM SMITH SEES
600 RED BERETS FLY IN

TO A ROYAL WELCOME

HOME ARE

SIX HUNDRED HEROES of
the Falklands fighting — the
‘Red Berets’ of the 2nd and 3rd
Battalions, The Parachute Reg-
iment — are home again. And
there to welcome them at RAF
Brize Norton was their Colonel-
in-Chief, Prince Charles, who
himself had flown in just ten
minutes earlier by a Queen’s
Flight Andover.

Even he, though, was up-
staged on this emotional occasion
by the arrival of the Paras who
had made the ten-hour flight

Major Mike Argue, wife Glyn and
daughter, Joanna.

FUUTTTUTUUUTUUD U UUUOUUUIEE S SV S S S S SRS A S S S S A SRS A A AR S A S S S e e S e e e 0 e e e e e e

SPECIAL
TRIBUTE
PAID BY
THE CGS

BEFORE THEY BEGAN the fin-
al leg of their long journey
home, the battle-weary Paras
were given a memorable send-
off by General Sir Edwin Bra-
mall, Chief of the General Staff.
He visited them aboard the
requisitioned North Sea ferry
Noriand, moored off. Ascension
Island, where they were waiting
+ for RAF and RN helicopters to
+ take them to Wideawake Air-
‘s field and the flight back to Brize
3 Norton.
+ The General was accompa-
1 nied by Lt Gen Sir Richard
+ Trant, Commander of the
+ Army’s South-East District and
+ Land Deputy to C-in-C Fleet.
IAboard the Norland both men
3 had a chance to learn at first
+ hand of the heroism, determin-
$ ation and sheer hard slog which

T OO S S . o

* 4 characterised the battles for

1 Goose Green and Port Stanley.
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THE HEROES

through the night from Ascen-
sion Island, to be joyfully greeted
by 2000 members of their fami-
lies — many of them with babes-
in-arms — and friends.

The mass homecoming in four
RAF VC 10s and a civilian char-
ter DC 10 took place under
black, threatening skies but the
reception could not have been
warmer.

There were forests of minia-
ture Union Jack flags, an abund-
ance of hats and skirts with the
same motif, ‘Welcome home,
lads’ banners, personalised card-
board placards with like senti-
ment and, of course, countless
bottles of bubbly just ready to
have their corks popped.

And there was mighty cheer-
ing and applause the moment
both Battalion COs — Lt-Col
David Chaundler (2 Para; Alder-
shot) and Lt-Col Hew Pike (3
Para; Tidworth) descended the
steps of the first VC 10 to a
greeting by Prince Charles,
Admiral Sir John Fieldhouse the
C-in-C Fleet and General Sir
Anthony Farrar-Hockley, Col-
onel Commandant of The
Parachute Regiment.

The VC 10 had taken ten tan-

Speaking to a packed audi-
ence of Falklands campaign
veterans, General Bramall
praised the pivotal role which 2
and 3 Para played. “You have
done an outstanding job by any
standards”, he said, “and you
can fully take your place along-
side those of the previous gen-
eration who fought with great
glory at Bruneval, in North Afri-
ca, Sicily, Normandy, across
the Rhine and at Arnhem.”

Confirming that a special
medal would be issued for a
campaign which he described
as “one of the most brilliant and
bravest in military history” he
ended with a word of heartfelt
thanks on behalf of the millions
of people worldwide who had
followed the Paras’ progress
with such interest and concern.

While he was on Ascension,
CGS also took the opportunity
of making a whistlestop tour of
the many Army support units on
the island. Units such as the
RAOC pipeline detachment at
Wideawake airfield had a vital
but largely unsung role to play
in the vast logistic backup op-
eration which made the Task
Force a viable proposition. The

-
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talising minutes to taxi over to
the Terminal apron and shut-
down. But only six minutes later,
the men — 50 from each Batta-
lion — were back on British soil
to be greeted by ecstatic shouts of
welcome from their loved ones.

The Prince of Wales, mean-
while, was already moving
among the families to tell them:
“They all did an incredible job.
An astonishing spirit. The least
we can do is to give them a
decent welcome.”

In front of the wind-buffeted
Terminal Building, topped by
the fluttering Royal Standard,
the Band of the Parachute Reg-
iment -added their own musical
tribute to the safe return of their
comrades-in-arms with a reper-
toire which, not surprisingly, in-
cluded a rendition of ‘Congra-
tulations!’

Protocol and customs clear-
ances completed, it was time for
families and friends to be
reunited with their returning
heroes. Rapture and sheer relief
expressed in countless hugs, kis-

General was told of the peak
demand of 250,000 gallons of
aviation fuel which the unit had
supplied each day at the height
of the crisis. Without their

Lt-Cols Pike (left) and Chaundler disembark at Brize Norton.

ses and tears bridged the separa-
tions of 8000 miles of ocean and
three months of private anxieties.

Private Jimmy Johnson, 21, of
3 Para’s ‘A’ Company, stepped
into the embraces of his family to
be hoisted shoulder high clutch-
ing a bottle of champagne. Ahead
of him was another ordeal, but
this time a pleasant one — a VIP
street party in his honour and ten
days of continuous jollifications!

His aunt, Mrs Margaret
Thompson of Wythenshawe,
Manchester, told SOLDIER that
56 of the family and friends had
hired a coach, complete with
driver, for £250 to bring them to
Brize Norton.

Bulford Avenue, Wythen-
shawe, she promised, would be
decked out with bunting. “He’s
our hero!” she shouted. As for
Jimmy, he could only grin: “It’s
great to be back!”

Captain Stephen Hughes, the
Medical Officer of 2 Para who
celebrated his 25th birthday on
Wireless Ridge, was welcomed
back with a bottle of Sainsbury’s

Post Office, manned by a de-
tachment from 2 Postal and
Courier Regiment RE, have
rapidly and accurately proces-
sed hundreds of bags of mail to

A meeting on the bridge for CGS with (left) the RN Commander
Christopher Esplin-Jones and (right) the Norland’s captain, Captain
Ellerby. ;

efforts, RAF long range opera-
tions would have been impossi-
ble. ;

Similarly the island's Forces

and from the Task Force over 4

the past months. Both received
a richly deserved pat on the
back from General Bramall.
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‘best bubbly’.
There to meet him was girl

friend, Naomi Harrison, a
trainee nurse at Charing Cross
Hospital who was too overcome
to pay much attention to the
Press interest in the return.

Captain Hughes said: “It’s so
nice to see a tree again. Apart
from Ascension Island I haven’t
seen a tree for three months. I'm
going to see our Falklands
casualties in Aldershot’s Cam-
bridge Military Hospital and
Woolwich, put in a working
week and then go on six weeks’
leave.”

Also at Brize Norton was
Michele Dance, and her chil-
dren, Sheridan, 2 and four-
month-old Charmaine.

She wanted not only to see

husband, Neal, of 2 Para’s ‘B’

Company, but her wedding ring,
too.

He had carried her ring into
the Falklands campaign next to
his ‘dog tag’ while she carried his
on a slim, gold chain round her
neck.

“I’'m so excited,” she said. “I
told him he had to bring my
wedding ring back — and he
has!™

Major Mike Argue, 35, ‘B’
Company Commander, 3 Para

and a former SAS Troop com- -

mander, enthused: “It’s marvel-
lous to be back. It’s tremendous.
We didn’t know when it was all
going to end.”

The look tells all from L/Cpl

Guthrie's wife, Lesley, with baby
son, David. 4

« Capt Steve Hughes, 2 Para’s

Medic, amid tears and bubbly.

Wife, Glyn, who was there
with 10-year-old daughter, Joan-
na, simply said: “‘I just want to
take him away and talk to him for
a few hours. Besides, the grass
wants cutting!”

For Lance Corporal Paul
Grundy of ‘C’ Company, 2 Para,
there were three people he
wanted to meet more than any-
one else in the world — his wife,
Sheila, daughter Kelly of 22
months and the son he had not
yet seen — seven-week-old,
Stephen.

“It’s fantastic. Just what I

'| wanted — a boy,” he beamed.

Another new dad was Lance
Corporal David Guthrie, of ‘B’
Company, 2 Para, who learned
by signal that he was going to be
a father. Lesley, his wife, and
three-and-a-half-week-old son,
David, were there to meet him.
He had been born just four days
before the fall of Port Stanley.

Dad’s verdict: ‘“He’s cute!”
And mum? “It’s a great relief to
see David again”.

Later, both COs gave a short
press conference.

Asked about his para drop into
the sea as the new CO of 2 Para
— replacing Lt-Col H Jones
who had been killed in action —
Lt-Col Chaundler replied: “‘It
was not nearly as exciting as
some of the Press would have us
believe. I jumped into the sea
about 100 miles off the Falk-
lands, picked up the frigate, then
Hermes and then made for the
Islands.”

He said that 2 Para was an
“extremely fine” battalion and
that he had known it of old. The
Falklands victory, he said, was a
“marvellous achievement by the
British Forces as a whole.”

His opinion was warmly en-
dorsed by Lt-Col Pike who said
the feats in the Falklands ranked
alongside those achievements of
World War Two. He had told his
soldiers so.

“I have never had anything
but the greatest possible confi-
dence in everything thev were
asked to do. I feel immense pride
and humility that I was fortunate
to be commanding them at this

Anxious families await their
loved ones from Customs clear-
ance. v

particular moment in their his-
tory.”

On a different tack, he went on
to suggest: “The Army needs to
have another look at its interven-
tion forces, at its reserve brigade,
a genuine reserve brigade which
is not committed to any particu-
lar task and which can be used
for this sort of contingency.

“Experience shows that train-

Lt-Col Hew Pike and family.

ing works. Everything we did
was similar to things we had done
in training with the fundamental
difference that men were actually
getting killed and wounded. But
there was a high level of familiar-

Lt-Col David Chaundler, 2 Para’'s
replacement CO: ‘“marvellous
achievement”. v

Reunion of wedding bands. Michele Dance and husband.

ity with everything one did be-
cause one had practised it many
times before.”

Looking back at the defeat of
the Argentinians, Lt-Col Pike re-
marked: “It was clear, psycholo-
gically to me, that they were so
demoralised that they must
accept they were on a loser.”

Lt-Col Chaundler recalled in
particular the battle for Darwin
and added: “I subsequently
walked the barttlefield. It was a

{ most remarkable battle. To me,

the Argies were a lot stronger
than we thought but our batta-
lions just kept going forward. I
think the fighting qualities of the
Argentinian soldier in that par-
ticular engagement could not be
more clearly demonstrated than
by the number of men killed and
wounded.”

Of the final moment of surren-
der at Port Stanley, he said: “It
was very interesting to see how
they collapsed. Standing on that
ridge and looking down the val-
ley towards Stanley there were
just these black ants all streaming
back. They were not running,
they were beaten and they were
dejected and streaming down off
Sapper Hill. It was a great mo-
ment.

“When it became clear to the
soldiers that the Argentinians
had really collapsed they started
to take off their steel helmets and
put on their berets. It was really a
great, proud moment in my life.”

Together again — L/Cpl Paul
Grundy, wife Sheila, Kelly and
Stephen. v




Pte Shaun Jennings of 3 Para reads A
special souvenir prepared by local
Southampton paper.

Banners bedeck the rails as Canberra
sails in. ¥

SOUTHAMPTON HADN’T seen a home-
coming like it since the heady days following
World War Two. Thousands packed the
quaysides and dock sheds to shout a tumul-
tuous welcome to the Canberra with its
precious cargo of more than 2,000 marines
and soldiers. And there was a veritable
armada of small boats jamming South-
ampton Water to swell the triumphal pro-
cession.

The commandos on board the P&O
flagship — known to them affectionately as
The Great White Whale — crowded the rails
for sight of their loved ones and the Band of
the Royal Marines played a stirring medley
of unashamed patriotism.

It was the end of a 27,187 mile, 94-day
trip by the liner and her gallant civilian crew
— a journey that had seen her go right into
the heart of the war zone and survive a

A WHALE OF A WELCOME

you' to the Canberra and
var with her ...

10-hour air attack in San Carlos Bay.

On the way to the Falklands the ship had
taken out 2000 members of the Forces and
during her voyage into danger her troop
strengths had varied from 600 to nearly
5000. Her battered decks were testimony to
the thousands of miles of exercising done by
the fighting men.

As well as landing the majority of land
forces on the Falklands, the Canberra also
saw duty as a hospital ship and prisoner
transport and berthed alongside only twice
in her South Atlantic odyssey.

Now, for her too, the war is over and after
extensive refit and refurbishment she will
return to her normal cruising role when
those perambulating her ten passenger
decks will take to the sea with special pride.

Pictures: Les Wiggs
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OFFICIAL FALKLAND ISLAND TEE-SHIRT OFFER

ONLY £3.50 (Incl. p. & p.)

Sukey Cameron, Executive Secretary to the London
Falkland lsland Office, is seen here wearing the Tee-
Shirt. She and her colleagues have been bombarded
with requests from the public to make these freely
available, since Islanders arriving in the U.K. were seen
wearing them on television, when they were only
available in Port Stanley. You can now purchase them
and demonstrate your support for the Islanders’ cause.

Please complete the coupon below and post to:- Falkland Island Shirt Offer, Europage, Heathpark, Honiton, Devon EX14 8SH. Any
enquiries, please phone: (0404) 41621. If not satisfied, money will be refunded if article is returned within 14 days of receipt. Allow up

to 28 days for delivery.

~ Falkland Islands Shirt Offer, EUROPAGE, Heathpark, Honiton, Devon EX14 8SH~
Please send me (insert quantity in box below)

The Tee-Shirts, which are entirely British-made, are
of 100% cotton, and come in 5 sizes, white only. There
are also sweatshirts available with the same slogan,
‘Happiness is knowing he’s British - Falkland Is.” These
also British-made are 75% cotton, 12% viscose, and
13% polyester.

e

________ _..-.__‘_._.-—-——1

[ ' Child Small

Medium Large

6738 | aovazr | Exlaree | Total

’7 = 26" 32734"
Tee-Shirt £3.50 each

| Sweatshirts £7.95 each

Name:
Address

Please make crossed cheques/postal orders payable to Europage, ‘Readers Account Falkland Istands’ ftor €
Furopage. Sav Shirts South West Lol Ree N HN

and write name and address on back. '

vr. A12 2k
—— — ——— — — — ]
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Mike Peters in Port Stanley reports on how the
Welsh Guards have been helping win the second
battle of the Falklands . ..

Dperation

A BRIGHT NEW SOUND came whistling
down the chill wind that woke Stanley to
another day of clattering helicopters. It was
the bugle call reveille of 1st Battalion The
Welsh Guards as they started their mam-
moth task of clearing up the rubbish of war.
The Welsh dragon flies stiffly in the
breeze of Stanley Harbour as the Guards-
men tackle wrecked buildings, scattered
Argentine ammunition and mud. Slick and
slippery mud coats the pavements of many
roads in this picturesque town and the con-
stant flow of vehicles doesn’t help. But the
Guards are winning their second battle of
the Falklands — Operation Tidy Town.

fidy Town

While the Guards provide the men for the
many tasks in the streets and gardens of
Stanley the experts of the Royal Engineers
have an even deadlier task. Stanley is sur-
rounded by minefields and laced with dug-
outs, trenches and sangars.

Some are traps for the unwary. Hand
grenades set on instant fusing are lodged in
crevices and others are linked by flattened

pins that could set off a killer blast. Picking *

up souvenirs is easily discouraged.

In one trench today I saw what appeared
to be a brand new transistor radio lying
alongside a pair of binoculars, a shattered
rifle and handfuls of loose ammo. It was still

_ Photograph by
Ron Hudson
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there hours later — no one is prepared to
take the risk!

Commanding Officer of the Welsh
Guards, Lt-Col Johnnie Rickett said:
“There’s a lot of mines, munitions and
unexploded bombs around the place and in
conjunction with the Sappers we go around
as they clear away the bombs and we clean
away the rubbish afterwards.

“We found three mines in our back gar-
den yesterday. What is so depressing, frank-
ly, is to see the indiscriminate sowing of
anti-personnel mines in ordinary people’s
back gardens. To give you an example,
where No. 2 Company is stationed there was
a row of anti-personnel mines which had
been sown in somebody’s back lawn be-
tween his back door and his garden gate.

“It will take a very, very long time to clear
up Stanley. We can't really clear the rubbish
until the Sappers clear the booby traps first.
The whole of Stanley has one solid minefield
all around it — all the beaches are mined.
And it’s going to take years to clean it up.

“As regards the ordnance, the Argentine
weapons and equipment lying all around the
place you can’t go in and pick it up because
of the booby traps. I can see the next
battalion coming down here doing it and
perhaps the one after that.

“The people of Stanley are really pleased
to see us. I make no bones about it, my
regiment has always had a good name in
community relations in Northern Ireland
and they like to chat to people. The Falk-
land Islanders are very friendly and welcom-
ing and they like having us here.”

The Welsh Guards are looking forward to
their return to Pirbright and leave. But they
are also waiting for that welcome in the
hillsides they know there is in the Principal-
ity. The delayed laying up of colours is
being planned again and a tour of Wales is
also part of the future for the Welshmen. W

Welsh Guards begin the long, slow task of
clearing up ammunition. -
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Rapidly becoming a familiar sight on the streets of Stanley are an 18-strong
detachment of 160 Provost Company, Royal Military Police, from Aldershot who
patrol the town in conjunction with the island 'bobby’, Constable Anton Livermoor.
Before they took up their duties the Redcaps were all sworn in as special
constables before the Chief Magistrate, Mr Harold Bennett. Then he and Const-
able Livermoor watched Captain Alan Barley sign the document giving effect to the
RMP’s new role. Picture by Paul Haley

OO0 0000000000000000000000000

I;DDDZDDDDDDGDE]DDC]UDDDDD:I“ICUDD

[l

OOO000000000000N000000CICIN0C

13 s




It's passing-out
time again for
another batch of
RAC Junior
Leaders. :
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Over the assault course wall in respirators. A JOINING THE Junior Leaders Regiment,
Stephen Houghton, a musical junior RSM.

Royal Armoured Corps, is certainly a big
change for the predominantly town and city
lads who make up the regiment’s numbers.
For their home for the next 15 months or so
will be Bovington Camp, far from the mad-
ding crowd in the Hardy country of Dorset.

Says the Commanding Officer, Lieuten-
ant-Colonel Neil Winship, RTR: “To many
of us it’s an absolutely lovely part of the
country but some blokes from the cities look
out of their barrack room windows and
wonder where the street lights and discos
and music halls are.”

In addition to Junior Leaders for the
Household Cavalry and Royal Armoured
Corps the centre also trains those bound for
the Royal Military Police and Army Air
Corps, both only too glad to use the facilities
and organisation for their smaller numbers.
And there are 40 junior bandsmen, who
spend six terms at Bovington honing their
musical skills.

Most Junior Leaders’ regiments these
days are for three terms — at Bovington the
fourth is used for the special-to-arm training
which will enable the youngster to go direct

4 John Walton
g watched

them training
and found out
that there’s. ..

f A

to his operational regiment without further
preparation. The AAC lads spend their
fourth term on clerical and special training
as ground crewmen.

At the moment the Regiment is way down
on its 700 maximum capacity. Colonel
Winship does not expect this figure to be
reached or required in the immediate future.
The biggest intake each vear is in September
and the voungsters have six months in which
they are free to leave at any time.

“We try to encourage them to stay for at
least a fortnight before giving up this splen-
did opportunity in life,” says the Colonel.
“Even after the six months are up it's'not
like a prison and it doesn’t necessarily mean
we will keep them in against their wishes.”

There'is a fall out rate of approximately 20
per cent — most leave because of homesick-
ness or because they do not take to the new
regime. Colonel Winship is philosophical
about this: “The Army is not for everybody
in this country. It is a disciplined life and
you have got to be able to give up self in the

interests of a team. You have also got to be

|

prepared to stomach a certain amount of
enforced discipline while you are learning




fis

‘You're
the attributes of self discipline.”

One person who really has to listen to the
boys’ homesickness problems is Mrs Helen
Irving. When SOLDIER last met Mrs
Irving, in 1977, she was the WRVS repre-
sentative with the Queen’s Royal Irish Hus-
sars at Paderborn and was due to be one of
the last to leave in the WRVS pull out from
BAOR.

“They were so short of WRVS that three
months after I returned from Germany I was
asked to come down here and-stand in for
five weeks — and from that I’ve been here
four years.”

Mrs Irving has as her base the Centurion
Club, a complex of snooker, table tennis,
reading and TV rooms which dwarfs the
facilities she ran in Germany. But she has
found an enormous difference with the
Junior Leaders.

“With a regiment it is like a family — you
know everybody from the time they arrive
onwards. Here you are just beginning to
know people and they have gone. They are
often homesick — especially at the begin-
ning when the first night away from home
can be torture to some.”

The chaplain, Captain David Tickner,
also finds homesickness is a common prob-
lem. “There is a lot of confusion to begin
with. They arrive in a totally strange en-
vironment, people start making demands on
them and they have a crisis of confidence.

Make sure you don't disturb the frogs. ¥

in the Army now’ — new boys arrive. A

Jeremy Rose and Paul Gamble on the sax.

They think they have made a terrible mis-
take but very often it is enough to reassure
them that other people have been there with
the same feelings and have come out the
other side of it.”

There is a lot of pastoral work for a
chaplain with such a unit and Captain Tick-
ner finds that the youngsters talk about their
problems in a much more open way than
older people.

Surprising, but true, is that not infre-
quently he has to talk to 16-year-old soldiers
who are considering getting married. “I

Getting a patient across the obstacle. ¥

Drill must be as good as the Guards. A

consider it very important to look at all of
the reasons why they think they should get
married. It is very often because a girl is
pregnant or because it seems like a good
idea. I hope they will think deeply about it
— they have a very romantic but not very
realistic view of life.”

According to Major Colin Beet, RAEC,
who is the senior education officer, it comes
as something of a shock for the young men
who have just left school to find that part of
their time is spent in a classroom.

The Regiment has a staff of 11 civilian
and eight military lecturers. The course is
totally integrated with every working day
comprising all aspects of their training and
education.

About 20 per cent of the time is spent on
education leading to the award of the Junior
Army Education Certificate with some get-
ting the chance to take the Education
Promotion Certificate.

Special-to-arm instruction is on tanks for
the RAC, motorcycles for the RMP and the
theory of flight for the Army Air Corps. All
do subjects such as map reading, military
calculations and military affairs.

Since most of them will serve in Germany
during their Army careers and many will go
straight from Bovington to Rhine Army,
there are also courses on conversational Ger-
man.

continued on page 16

Sgt Alan Holloway explains Chieftain barrel.




Lessons in tank camoufiage. A

In the third term the Command Studies
syllabus gives all youngsters an introduction
to leadership through a series of graded
exercises in which all of them will get the
chance to lead a group.

Warrant Officer 1 Keith Hanning,
Queen’s Dragoon Guards, is the first ex-
Junior Leader to return as RSM of the
Regiment. When he joined up 24 years ago
the course lasted three years.

“On the academic side the current boy
does exactly the same as we were doing —
but in only half the time. What he misses
out is on sporting and recreational activity
— in those days it used to be every after-
noon.

“The whole camp has changed — there
are only two buildings left from when I
joined up and then it was virtually a hutted
camp. The food has improved too — you
used to be entitled to one-third of an egg per
man per day so if you weren't in the first 200
out of 600 you didn’t get one. The master
chef manages to lay on a fabulous scoff
now.”

Mr Hanning describes his job as “the
most rewarding RSM’s position in the
Armoured Corps — because you are dealing
with the soldiers of tomorrow”. He also feels
that today’s youngsters are every bit as good
as 20 years ago and in some respects they are
better. .

“When I joined up a lot of them had been
given the choice of Borstal or the Junior
Leaders Regiment. A lot were thugs and
rogues and bullying went on to a large
extent. Because vou had a troop system you

b For o »i

had boys of 15 and 18 in the same troop and
the vounger ones had to do the others’
boots. That has disappeared from the Army
now.”

The Redcaps are just changing their sys-
tem at Bovington. The fourth term is being
spent at Chichester on police training. This
means that this summer two groups will pass
off at the same time.

The Junior Bandsmen stay for six terms
and are completely different to the boys with
other JLR’s, who do music as a hobby.
These musicians are trained for the bands of
the cavalry and RAC as well as a small
RAOC and REME clement.

Before their arrival they are auditioned by
the Director of Music, Captain Gordon
Leask, who tests their aptitude on wood-
wind and brass instruments. Exceptionally,
a lad who is good on a stringed instrument
will be accepted for training for one of those
bands which also has a small orchestra.

To begin with the young bandsmen spend
about one-third of their time on music and
the rest on other activities, but as their
course progresses the emphasis on musical
studies increases. At the end of the day the
standard of music at pass-off parades is
exceptional according to Captain Leask.

His words were echoed in respect of drill
by drill sergeant, Trevor Rolfe of the Ist
Battalion, Grenadier Guards, who declared:
“We reckon we are pretty sharp down here.
I would put these boys on their pass out
parade against the Guards Depot.”

This term, for the first time for many
years, the Junior RSM is a Junior Bands-
man, Stephen Houghton, from Yorkshire
brass band country. He plays french horn

R

Pictures: Doug Pratt

Not the most buoyant of rafts!

J-Tpr Lee Bradley starts communicating. A

and trumpet.

There may not be quite such an emphasis
on sport as years ago but the Junior Leaders
still find plenty of time for it and for physi-
cal training. The chief PT instructor, QMSI
James Millward, told SOLDIER: “When
they first arrive they have weaknesses in the
arms, shoulders and trunk. Most schools
have stopped doing physical training and are
more inclined towards freedom of move-
ment with music. To the Army this means
that we have got to do a lot of remedial PT in
the evenings with a lot of the boys to build
them up to the required standard. When
they are at the end of the third term, that’s
when the man arrives.”

It’s also the claim that every boy who
passes out from Bovington can swim. Mr
Leslie Stopher, swimming instructor for the
last 17 years, finds that about 20 per cent
cannot do so when they arrive.

“And the great majority of those who can
swim use a glorified doggie paddle. I have
to teach them the breast stroke so that they
can learn survival and life saving.”

In the fourth term the RAC boys go onto
their own trades. They will leave badged to
various regiments as qualified crewmen/
gunners. The Chieftain course takes ten
weeks but those going to a reconnaissance
regiment will learn about both Scimitar and
Scorpion. And they are all able wo fire live on
the range at Lulworth a few miles down the
road. i
Communications skills also have to be |
learned. By the end of the third term all will
have passed their radio trade tests and they
will have continuation training throughout
the final term.

Says Lieutenant Tim Checketts, OC radio
wing: “For armoured reconnaissance regi-
ments it is our bread and butter to be able to
communicate. But it is quite difficult-to get
it over to them how important it is because
they don’t have any clear idea of how the
real Army works.” '

Statistics show that Junior Leaders have a
better chance of reaching NCO rank com-
paratively quickly and that, despite the extra
amount of training, they do not cost the
taxpayer significantly more money. They
also tend to stay in the Army longer than the
adult recruit.

Life is always busy and hectic with the
Junior Leaders Regiment at Bovington but
Lieutenant-Colonel Winship makes no
apologies. “They didn’t join the Army to
learn to knit, did they?" he says. ]
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FRANKIE VAUGHAN who, thousands of
times, has pleaded for “the moonlight. ..
the girl”... and carte blanche thereafter,
has fond recollections of his chequered
Army career as a National Serviceman in the
Royal Army Medical Corps.

The Liverpool-born singer of Jewish
parents — his mother and grandmother
were Russian refugees — readily admits that
he was a “naughty boy but not bad” even if
he was ‘busted’ five times — three of them
during his first year in khaki.

Now 54, the entertainer with the straw
boater, cane and high-kick at 120 degrees to
the vertical who saw service in Carlisle,
Catterick and the Canal Zone from 1946 to

‘1948, says the Army helped launch him into

show business via concert parties giving him
the confidence to survive as a singer in the
tough, cold world of London’s commercial
tin-pan alley.

Frankie has made eight films and one of
the earliest These Dangerous Years — was, he
says, largely based on his Army experiences
with the story-line of a young soldier who
got into trouble through high spirits.

At the ume of his call-up Frankie was a
promising commercial artist still striving
after his teacher’s diploma. He passed his
Army medical at Preston but was given six
months’ deferment so he could pursue his
studies at Leeds College of Art.

His family had moved to the city from
Lancaster after his father — a sergeant-
major in The Royal Pioneer Corps — had
been invalided out of the Army with a lung

" complaint.

In his spare time Frankie had already

HOW TACKLING

AN ARMY BULLY

HELPED FRANKIE
BELIEVE IN HIMSELF

become immersed in Boys’ Club activities, a
commitment that would earn him an OBE
19 years later in 1965. He was also an
accomplished welterweight, reaching the
county finals.

“I was a bit useful and although I had
longish hair I was a pretty fit kid,” Frankie
recalls.

“The sergeant-major
came in and | think
| hit him. An officer
tried to intervene
and | clouted
him, too.’

His first posting was to a Holding and
Drafting Centre in Carlisle. From there, he
sailed from Stranraer to Ulster and initial
training with The Royal Inniskilling Fusi-
liers.

“It was a bastard. A dreadful crossing.
Everyone was as sick as pigs. There we
were; tearful, smelly and very home-sick.
Because my name was Abelson I was first in
line for a hair-cut. They cut everything off
including the quiff in front. Nobody wanted
to go out at night. I felt a real dog. But there
was no point in fighting it. I had to stick it
out although, in the first week, three guys
were sent home to the mainland. It certainly
sorted out the men from the boys.”
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Life soon improved though for Private
Abelson. His background as a boxer became
known and he was soon in demand to show
off his prowess — against Regulars.

These encounters in the ring, he acknowl-
edges now, were good for him.

“It showed I was not going to be mucked
around by the Army. I could use myself.
Physically, I was showing up well in initial
training. Academically, I was there, too. I
had my diploma by now as an art master.”

Because of his Boys’ Club leadership ex-
perience, Frankie was invited to join the
Royal Military Police. But he declined and
was promptly put on a charge with the
punishment of running round and round the
parade square in full kit.

“I've nothing against the RMP,” says
Frankie, “but it was just not for me. I
couldn’t see myself in that role.”

Abelson was asked to re-consider but his
answer was the same — negative. So he was
immediately posted to the Royal Army
Medical Corps at Aldershot. ;

“I thought this was going to be a real*
cushy number! But they were really red hot
on medical matters and discipline. I had the
shock of my life.”

Promoted to lance-corporal in charge of a
platoon, Frankie became home-sick for his
family in Leeds. He contacted his father
telling him he was “really fed up” and
wanted to come home. His dad advised him
to apply for a compassionate posting. .

The RAMC were not so tender. They told
the youngster that he would have to forfeit
his rank. It was his first ‘busting’ but it took

continued on page 18
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him to Catterick which he recalls as a
“smashing” posting where he enjoyed the
hard work involved in outdoor decon-
tamination duties.

Catterick was the place, he says “when
the fun and games started” including a
punch-up with the Camp bully — “a big
corporal” — in one of the Mess dining halls.

Frankie was doing well at the time. He
was playing football. He boxed. And he took
great pride in his turn-out.

“I was a bit keen about my uniform,” he
said. “My brasses were highly polished and
my blanco was right.”

But this pride in his appearance was to
lead to a second fall from grace.

The uncaring corporal in the dining hall
slopped some soggy food onto Frankie’s
plate during the line-up and bits of it splat-
tered his unsullied uniform. He told the
corporal he would like some more. The
corporal obliged with even more damaging
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effect.

Frankie takes up the story. “I just went
for this guy. The sergeant-major came in
and I think I hit him. An officer tried to
invervene and I clouted him, too. I didn’t
know he was an officer. I was fighting
everybody. I went up before the captain.”

Abelson got ten days’ stoppage of pay,
two weeks’ confined to barracks and was
‘busted’ to private once more.

But the matter was not to end there — for
young Abelson. Honour had to be avenged
and a challenge was thrown out to the
corporal to meet him in the ring in the gym
one Friday night. He did not show up.

Frankie and a friend sought out the cor-
poral and found him, drunk and quite help-
less, on a bar stool in the Naafi. They
finished up, arms round each other’s shoul-
ders, singing Don’t Fence Me In.

Violence avoided, Frankie says now that
his self-confidence soared after that inci-
dent. “He was a big guy and maybe he could
have killed me, but I had to make a show-

113

ing.

‘I really did think of
deserting. | had
dreadful dreams of
finding myself cut up
on barbed wire and
all kinds of things
crawling over me.’

Two months later he was a Iance corporal
again.

“I got stuck into my work really hard as a
medic. I was interested in the job. I was
acting Staff Sergeant and due to go to the
ocTy.”

But ‘bust’ number three was looming
because of Frankie’s fondness for Leeds and
his family.

Caught out by a fiddled pass — forget-
fully unsigned by a pal pulling the same stunt
as himself — coupled with the worst winter
in living memory, voung Abelson was a full
week late returning to duty.

He was placed under open arrest for that
freezing infringement, demoted for the third
time in less than a year, and given a new
posting. A month later he was on the
troopship Empire Cheshire heading for Port
Said in Egypt.

During his training in Egypt the artist in
Abelson came out and, with it, a further
reprimand for drawing ‘“‘rather nice, nude
ladies on the walls of his hut. But his time
there was put to good use. Frankie learned
to speak — and sing — in fluent Egyptian
and one of his tunes, of Bedouin origin, was
adapted for his film Wonderful Things, a
melody he picked up while working at the
British Military Hospital at Fayed.

“It is there I started to go places,” says
Frankie. ““We did a show at El Balah camp,
a double act — a pal and me. On the medical
side, I did three months in surgery and then
on the psychiatric wards. I could do re-
medial work. I was made up to full corporal
right away and then acting staff sergeant
again.”

He waited again for a place on an OCTU
course but a certain Hermann Schmeisser,
one of 20 German prisoners-of-war working

for Frankie at the hospital and once an |
officer in the Hitler youth movement, in-
advertently put paid to that hope by a
blunder.

“The POWs were doing the heavy work.
Hermann had been a real Nazi. I told him I
was Jewish and not to forget it. We became
very good friends. Another German there,
incidentally, was boxer Max Schmeling’s
trainer. A hard case. He used to hit a brick
wall with- his fist. Anyway, I used to give
them a bit of food and they used to like to
make their own shirts from mis-appropri-
ated sheets.”

Somehow, the scheme went wrong.
Schmeisser confessed, with Frankie’s agree-
ment, thus averting a possible two-year ex-
tension to his prison sentence.

“I really did think of deserting. 1 had
dreadful dreams of finding myself cut up on
barbed wire and all kinds of things crawling
over me. The sergeant major said I could go
to the worst British Army prison in the Sinai
Desert for 30 days.”

Abelson was demoted for the fourth time
— to lance corporal — docked ten days’ pay,
given a fortnight’s CB — and an immediate
posting.

His new job involved dealing with casual-
ty evacuations into and out of Port Said as
part of the Holding and Drafting facility.

But ‘bust’ number five was not far off!

“One of the boys was teaching me to drive
one of the ambulances. Unfortunately for
me, the vehicle rolled down a hill and I had
to steer into the side of a wall, tearing out
the side of the ambulance,” said Frankie.

He was Private Abelson yet again.

But Frankie was to finish his Army career
literally on the crest of a wave — blue
Mediterranean ones. Re-instated again as a
full corporal, he was ship’s doctor for ten-
day trips aboard a corvette, the Empire
Shelter, out of Malta.

There was one dramatic moment which
defused itself into laughter when Frankie
found himself on a fast-moving motor tor-
pedo boat heading for Palestine.

One of his chums yelled out to the crew
that Frankie was Jewish and joked that he
would probably sell them the boat in Pales-
tine once he was there. Abelson was taken
ashore.

Malta was, for him; a “marvellous post-
ing” and his singing career in front of the
Forces and in the Cafe Premiere — for “25
bob a night” — gained him the recognition
he craved.

Frankie Vaughan, as he came to be
known, was demobbed to become a heart-
throb crooner with 35 singles hits — only
four more people in the world have had
more, he says — and a toral of 380,000
album hits in a two-and-a-half year period.
- The versatile entertainer, a grandfather
now, who has starred with Anna Neagle and
Marilyn Monroe, still remembers his Army
career with affection.

He has long since been presented with a
plumed hat by The Royal Inniskilling Fusi-
liers and still performs for the Forces, last

*year, in Ulster.

“Mr. Moonlight” as he has now become
universally known, says: ‘I think very
highly of today’s Army. I have tremen-
dous regard for them and I feel very good
when I see the lads. I don’t mind how many
times they ask me to do shows for them — I
will always do them. I wish I could do more
for them. I find them a terrific audience.” W



MID-SUMMER AND ALPINE SWIFTS
swoop and screech over the village square as
women shoppers wander by, An idyllic sum-
* mer scene, bur it hasn’t always been so
quiet. For this is Crossmaglen, South
Armagh, a notorious terrorist trouble-spot
close to the border with the Irish Republic.

And it’s no place for complacency as the

s VT

THE QUIET FOOLS NO-ONE

their overlooking sangar know only too
well,

Both are members of 2nd Battalion, The
Light Infantry, whose unit role is to provide
support to the police and to protect and
patrol 35 miles of undulating countryside
including a 12-mile stretch of border.

From their ‘eyrie’ Privates Mal Roach and

two watchful soldiers huddled high up in

Bob Bloomfield keep a wary lock-out for

. Infantry’s Barttalion Headquarters, )un 1_2.'-

In Crossmaglen, like any other village, the birds
sing and women shop but . . .

Rifleman Nick Gilbert: eight hou,rs on patrol.

T i o

suspicious movement on the streets below.

Nicknamed Baluki, after the paratrooper
who was murdered at that spot some years
ago, the fortified watchtower provides a
forward guard position for the Crossmaglen
Army base less than a 100 yards behind.

Inside the purpose-built camp near the
village centre, troops are being briefed by
Sergeant Willie Williams of ‘A’ Company
before embarking on an eight hour long foot
patrol. ‘

With the aid of wall maps and a regional
relief model he points out danger points on
their route.

Among those listening are patrol leader
Sergeant John Carr, Lance Corporal Sam
Holden and Privates Stephen Bennet, Geor-
die Morrice, and Nick Gilbert.

But debriefing after an operation is justas
important as dog handler Lance Corporals
‘Ossie’ Osborne of 2nd Battalion the Grena-
dier Guards can testify after he and his
golden labrador Shandy, both on attach-
ment to the Light Infantry, discovered
350 Ib of explosives in a dry stone wall close
to Crossmaglen military base. :

It was Shandy’s first big find. His reward
— a giant chocolate bar.

All food and equipment — including
chocolate bars — are ferried to Crossmaglen
by helicopter from Bessbrook, the Light

 continued on page.
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continued from page 19

minutes flight time away.

The man who arranges the almost non-
stop aircraft schedules at Bessbrook, which
is renowned as one of Europe’s busiest
heli-ports, is Sergeant Wilf Marshall popu-
larly called ‘Buzzard’ by aircrews and
troops.

Just across the road from Buzzard’s office
is Bessbrook Mill itself, the temporary home
for several hundred infantrymen and sup-
port soldiers.

A regimental policeman keeps a vigilant
eye on all entrants to the high warren-like
“complex. Explained Lance Corporal Jeffrey
Wilkes: “Everyone arriving is checked by
me or my colleague. We have to and it
makes sense.”

Deep inside the Mill is a hive of activity
with troops constantly coming and going on
patrol and other operations.

The Arms Kote, where all unused guns
are stacked for safety, is a particularly busy

department. From his window hatch Private =

Brian Pollitt issues and receives scores of

rifles, machine guns and pistols.
Meanwhile, around the corner in the

orderly room, chief clerk WO2 Tom Byrne

Cfn Andy Card (left) and Cpl Chris Cawley: ¥

looking after the first line repairs.

important than that,” says Tom, who is
assisted by Corporal Greg Gregory, “We
ensure the lads get their travel documents
filled in for their vital periods of home

is keeping paperwork to a minimum. “More A Rifleman Mal Roach: forward guard position

S

in the Baluki sangar.

leave.”

Making sure that nobody at Bessbrook is
disappointed and that vehicles are serviced
and ready to move anywhere instantly, is
LAD top man Corporal Chris Cawley of
REME. Together with Craftsman Andy
Card, he does first-line repairs, tunes en-
gines and adjusts brakes. But the big bogey
of the service bay is the ‘hub seal’ dilemma.

“We seem to get inundated with tasks to
remedy oil leaks on the brake shoes,” says
Chris. “But we don’t mind the hard work, it
puts muscles in the right places.”

Getting fighting fit to meet any conflict is
something every front-line infantryman of
2LI takes very seriously. As Field Marshal
Montgomery once said and the Falklands
campaign has underlined: “We may have
aeroplanes, tanks and atom bombs, but
without infantry we can do nothing, nothing
atall.” [

Story by

AMBROSE MOORE

How observant are you?

These two pictures look alike but they differ in ten details.
Look at them carefully, If you cannot spot the differences turn to page 43,

T/

A 4™




ANNE ARMSTRONG

With our second UKLF Wives’
Seminar just a few months
away, a report given to me by
Major General Schuneman on
the fourth meeting of the Bun-
deswehr (German Armly) wives
made interesting reading.

The meeting covered a com-
prehensive agenda of welfare
considerations for the families
of German Servicemen.

S‘Hwaking about housing
welfare, the Bundeswehr
President described it as the
“‘darkest chapter since the
Forces were sef up’’ and added
that such planned measures as
the increases in interest rates
and rent would mean consider-

able financial hardship for
many.
The Federal Republic's

school system does not allow
for movement from one school
to another and school leaving
certificates are not acknow-
ledged eve re in the Re-
public; children often have to
repeat a rxear at a new school.

A working wife too, faces
problems when her husband
moves locations. Her occupa-
tion is regarded merely as a
private pleasure in the eyes of
the Federal Administration
Court and she often becomes
unemployed, havln? to leave
the support of the fa
tirely to her husband.

There are, of course, simi-
larities and differences be-
tween the situation of the Bun-
deswehr wives and those of
British Servicemen. Generally
we are better off and do not
face such severe problems as
our German counterparis,
although there are areas of
general, and mutual, concern.

What is important, however,
is that 50 Bundeswehr wives
could discuss, at top level, all
aspects of life as a Service
wife and that the gathering
had the full blessing of the
Bundeswehr and Parliament.
Such a meeting of our wives
would, | fear, be viewed by
some with great suspicion as a
militant gathering.

As soon as the delegates for
our own UKLF Seminar on the
17th September have been
nominated, | shall publish

their names so that we all have
a chance of passing our points
‘to our representative.

mily en-

It is with dismay that I have
discovered that locally em-
ployed Service dependants are
not entitled to compassionate
leave of absence. I have been in
my present job for two and a
half years and have consider-
able experience and responsi-
bility. I am amazed that locally
employed dependants such as
myself have to take either our
entitlement of paid leave or un-
paid leave in these cases.

Surely, when it is a question
of dying parents — the majority
of us only have one or two —
the employing units could re-
lease us for these compassion-
ate reasons without us losing
our entitlement to annual leave
or loss of payment.

Most employers are very
understanding and would have
no objection to their employees
being away from their place of
work in these unhappy times.
Would it be too much to ask
that the Service employers in
BAOR release Service depen-
dants in these circumstances,
especially when Category A and
B flights have been organised?
Where is the justice for us poor
Service dependants?

In spite of my complaints
however, may I just add how
marvellous the Category A and
B service is for personnel. The
staff could not have been more
helpful or understanding.

Mrs D, BFPO 40

There is a staggering difference in
conditions of employment relating to
locally emploved dependants and,
for example, their German counter-
parts.

As far as I can discover, depen-
dants employed locally are entitled
to 20 days leave a year which 1s not
increased until you have worked for
10 years in BFG. A German em-
ployee however starts with an en-
titlement of 27-30 days according to
age and length of service. Helshe
can take two or three days paid
leave in the event of family death as
well as further days of unpaid
leave.

German emplovyees are also en-
titled to unemployment benefit, re-
dundancy pay and matermty pay
whereas dependants do not have
security of tenure in their employ-
ment. Neither do they receive unem-
ployment benefit even if they have

paid Class I contributions for the
correct year, nor redundancy or
maternity pay.

Personally I agree with you, Mrs
D, that the difference in the rules
applying to the same employment
are unfair to Service dependants
and an anomaly.

I have heard from a friend that
there have been sales of furni-
ture here in Germany. Can you
tell me if this is true as I thought
these were only held in UK?
Mrs L, BFPO 48

Yes Mrs L, your friend is correct.
The first sale of single lot surplus
accommodation furniture was held
in Viersen earher this year. Over
500 single lots were put up for sale
and these included chairs, cup-
boards, bedside and dressing tables
among many other items.

Bidding was by tender. Prices
can be difficult to gauge but after
viewing the lots people placed their
offers in a ballot-type box and then
went home to await notification of
their success or failure. It is entirely
up to each individual to decide
what the value of each article is and
bid accordingly.

I understand that this first sale
was successful and that there are
hopes to extend these to other areas
of Germany.

Whilst I was home on leave I
discovered, quite by accident,
that my voting card had been
returned to my mother for no
apparent reason.

Can you please find out for
me why my name has been re-
moved from the electoral regis-
ter as I will not now be able to
vote in the next election?

Pte F, BFPO 40

I took up your case with the Central
Clearing Wing and they have cor-
rected the error and replaced your
name on the electoral register.

One piece of advice for anyone
who is in doubt as to whether they
are on the register; check that you
have a vote. The next time you can
be added to the electoral roll 1s
October 82 and this will mean that
you can vote after February 83.
Ask in your unit for more details
and for F Vote 34 if you are not
eligible to vote at present.

Last year I tried to purchase a
property in the North of Eng-

DID YOU KNOW?

SERVICEMEN WHO ARE about to finish their Army service
can apply for an advance on their termination payment to

help them buy a house.

Subject to salary, a maximum of £3500 may be payable to
help towards a deposit, surveyor's fees, legal expenses and

land registration costs.

However, before you apply, you should find out what
expenses you are likely to incur as any money not used for
the expenses above must be returned. You cannot use any
extra for furnishings or rates for example, so it makes sense
to ask for an estimate from your solicitor to avoid claiming too
much public money which then has to be given back.

Your unit pay office will advise you on the amount you
should claim so discuss it with them if you are making plans

for your retirement home.

land. The vendor agreed to sell
and I left an initial deposit of
£1000, instructed my solicitors
to proceed with the purchase
and applied for a mortgage. Af-
ter about two months my solici-
tor informed me that the vendor
had subsequently sold the prop-
erty even though he had phoned
me on three occasions, reiterat-
ing that he would definitely sell
to me.

The outcome is that I have
lost £60.95 in surveyor’s fees
and £130.95 in solicitor’s fees.
Can I recover any of these costs
by legal or any other action
through the military system?
Mr C, BFPO 102
You have, I'm afraid, fallen foul
of a practice known as ‘gazumping’
which happens all too often in Eng-
land and Wales. Purchase rules
differ in Scotland.

In England there is no way to
claim back any fees incurred prior
to a contract being signed. Survey
fees are paid by the purchaser as he
makes the decision to buy or not and
even if he decides to buy and the
sale subsequently falls through for
some other reason, the fees cannot
be reclaimed. Similarly, the work
done by a solicitor must be paid for
regardless of the success or failure of
the purchase. I would, however,
ask to see a breakdown of the bill
and make sure you know what you
are paying for, as it does sound
rather high in the circumstances.

The problem is that until the
contract is signed the agreement is
not binding, the time span giving
both wvendor and purchaser the
opportunity to make sure they are
doing the right thing.

One other thing. The deposit has
no legal standing and is simply
made as an act of good faith and
intent. The money, if lodged with a
solicitor, is returnable.

Your Unit Pay Office and
Education Office should be able to
advise you further.

When can we expect to receive
the allowance due for our child
when we move to a posting
overseas in a few weeks time? Is
it included with the ordinary
disturbance allowance or do we
apply separately?

Mrs B, Shrivenham

The child element of the disturbance
allowance may be paid up to a
month in advance of the family
move to which the claim relates —
at the same time as the basic allo-
wance 1s payable. Your pay office
should have full details.




ALL IN THE FAMILY
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I went to my Naafi soon after
we arrived on station, hoping to
put a deposit on a small freezer.
We did not want to write a
cheque for the whole amount
until we had made sure that our
money had gone into our new
bank account. However, we
were told that we could not do
this because of an Army rule
that says we must have permis-
sion from the CO before we
have an agreement. Conse-
quently my husband went into
the Naafi a couple of days later
with cash for the freezer — only
to find it had been sold. Naafi
could not produce another so
we have had to shop elsewhere.
A friend of mine went to the
same shop for a different
freezer but found, when she
went to pay for it, that it had
been wrongly priced and they
could not afford the extra
DM 100. If they had been in UK
they could have insisted on the
right to buy at the marked price.
- Doesn’t the Naafi customer
have any rights at all? We are
not all rogues. My husband has
been in the Army for 12 years
and we have been married for
11 years during which we have
never been in trouble over
money matters and have always
paid off our agreements with
Naafi on time if not before.
Naafi tell us it is not their
ruling but an Army one, but
Naafi seems to be a law unto
itself.
Mrs I, BFPO 15
First, Mrs I, this is not a Naafi
ruling and is therefore not univer-
sal. Every Commanding Officer
has the power to implement this
ruling in his unit if he feels it is
necessary and, as so often happens,
those with good credit ratings suffer
because of the few defaulters.
Naafi tell me that it is perfectly

* acceptable to leave a deposu, which

can be quite small, while you
arrange further cash or HP pay-
ments. If you decide not 10 buy,
Naafi will return the deposit.
Second, Naafi regret the mistake
with the pricing on your friend’s
freezer but these errors do occur
even in the best éstablishments!

I am thinking of buying a sec-
ondhand car here in Germany
but do not know if there are any
rules and regulations for Ser-
vicemen wanting to do this.
Cpl T, BFPO 36
There are some rules to follow for
your own protection as any BFG
member unknowngly buying a
stolen German owned vehicle has
not got the power of the English
Criminal Courts behind him.

You should take note of the
make, type, chassis number and
German registration number of the

- vehicle vou intend to buy and noufy

the nearest SIB detachment (by
"phone) of these detatls. They will
check the details with the Kriminal-
polizei and ler you know whether it

. 5 safe 1o go ahead. You must then

start the normal German deregistra-

tion and BFG registration process.

Taking a look at just a few of the
things people are doing, we’ve been

Here, there and

THE LADY OF THE CAME-
LIAS in Berlin is Georgia Far-
nell. Georgia works for a Ger-
man flower shop located in-
side the American PX com-
plex in Berlin and loves every
minute of her job.

She had given up her own
florist shop some time before
in UK and could not think of
life without flowers so, within
weeks of arriving in the city,
she sallied forth and,
although she speaks no Ger-
man, found her present job.

Of course, she had a great
deal of experience behind her
but it was not all roses .., “I
had to learn quickly the dif-
ferent tastes in flowers, the
different colour mixtures and
the important anniversaries,”
Georgia explained.

* * *

LUCY AND OLIVIA are a great
team. Between them they
deal with the growing list of
clients that come to Datatype
Word Processing Bureau in

Edinburgh.

In fact, ‘Olivia’ does most of
the work but then, for an 860
Word Processor, that is not
unusual.

Lite has changed for Lucy
Delacombe in the three years
since she and her husband
and family returned from a
posting in Malaya. She took a
six-and-a-half week TOPS
refresher course to brush up
her secretarial skills and
landed a local part-time job.
However, the big break came
for Lucy when she decided to
branch out on her own and,
armed with a four figure loan
from an Edinburgh bank man-
ager, set up the Bureau.

“As a new business, | qual-
ified for postal concessions
given by the GPO’s mail shot
offer: 1000 first class letters
and 1200 second class let-
ters. We scanned the Yellow

4

YOU MIGHT MISS some of the best things in Berlin if you

never find the British Military Welfare Service.

This service is manned by voluntary helpers and can give
advice on buying tickets for everything from pop concerts to
performances at the Berlin Opera including seats at interna-

tional tennis tournaments.

everywhere

Pages, licked and addressed
hundreds of envelopes and
¥1:n waited,” explained Lucy.

e response pro-
duce:vm thlsp?nlt!al l,list
started the business.

Word processing, as Lucy
states in her publicity mater-
ial, ““‘can benefit every office
by saving time and Impro:ler:?
the quality of work produced.
Whether you send standard
letters or prepare complex re-
ports, we can help.

So what will happen when
the next posting looms on the
Delacombe horizon? “Well,
the machine can move
aithough the clients cannot,
so we’'ll just have to cross
that bridge when it happens.”

THERE'S A LOT going on
behind the Celle door but
it's all well above board.

Alan Harper — ably
assisted by wife Audrey
and the rest of his family
— has revived the Celle
Players. A small but well-
rehearsed cast staged an
opening revue that might
well be the proverbial start
of something good.

Amateur dramatics in
general are enjoying more
popularity now than in re-
cent years.

Alan has been spreading
the gospel as he has
moved from posting to
posting and is confident
that each production of the
Celle Players will generate
more enthusiasm and
more members.
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SOLDIER brings everyone up to date.

Weapon training
on board QE 2.

Heads down to leave the
helicopter.

Heading for San Carlos Ba

i§ Ready to go.
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Scots Guards rust before the battle of T RSEIWRRIER g ’;:”ky e Da’;'"-p'g on patrol after sharing
" Tumbledown mountain (see front cover). \ Bt OSQILIGEE SIUDINGUAIONE. - 2ox
l\ g £
a,ﬁ #
e, 5
'r /
e "
1 . ""‘}
\ \:!1

Moving forward from San Ca
~ the ‘copter brings in supplies

Blowpipe team i Fu " A crew of 29 Corunna Bty, 4 Field Regt - A Setting up the
in action. D ol | RA, loading their 105 mm light gun. deadly Rapier,

Briefin

F for the Scots Guﬁrda with
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ge in the background.



urial service for Argentine dea

Piles of discarded clothing litter the quay at A
Port Stanley as prisoners leave for home.

Beaten but still smiling at having survived — w
prisoners head towards the alrﬂeld "

Islander and son
with wrecked Puccara

We've done it. Men of 3 Pataﬂytheﬂlglﬁer
marching into Slanlay -
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IT LOOKED like being another routine
Thursday with the prospect of a pleasant
weekend at his Winchester home for Major
Mike Stanbridge, Royal Engineers. Then
the office phone jangled on its cradle. He
picked it up and a familiar voice at the other
end inquired: “What map cover have you
got for the Falklands and South Georgia?”

Certainly, it was April Fools’ Day but
Major Stanbridge knew the call was no joke.
He is responsible for the supply of land
maps and air charts to meet tri-Service
contingency plans at the Directorate of
Military Survey at Feltham, 13 miles south-
west of London.

He was speaking to his counterpart at
C-in-C Fleet at Northwood, Middlesex and
already had an inkling that trouble was afoot
in the South Atlantic.

That call at 0900 hours heralded the start
of a map-making marathon — Operation
Corporate — right on the eve of the Argenti-
nian invasion of the Falklands. It was the
start, as he put it, of the first ““hot weekend”
for the Directorate and its UK survey units.

Maps, thousands of them, would be
needed for the Task Force then being
assembled, and which was to sail just five

days later, on Monday April 5.

A quick check with the main map supply
depot — 8 Mapping and Air Chart Depot,
RE, at Guildford — revealed that limited
Spr Michael Forsdick revises map on to
positive film for printing.

Major Keith Butt, OC at Guildford, surveys
some of his stored maps

i

An accurate, detailed map is one of
the most vital weapons of war. But
when a crisis like the Falklands blows
up, how do you suddenly get hold of
654,000 of them? Graham Smith has
been finding out from the Army back-
room boys who specialise in . ..

TELLING THENL

numbers of Falkland Islands maps were
available among the immaculately-kept
shelves In one of two giant warehouses
(former armoured vehicle repair sheds)
sprawled like a couple of cathedrals over two
acres of floor space.

There was, however, one major snag from
the military point of view in the field. None
of the available Directorate of Overseas Sur-
vey-produced maps at 1:50,000 scale had
any grids on them and, even then, it was
known that the currency of some of the
maps was suspect.

Something was better than nothing but
they would be of limited use to soldiers
wanting accurate reference points. Without
them, it was rather like having rifles with no
bullets, as Major Keith Butt, RE, the
Depot’s OC pointed out.

The might of Feltham’s 750-strong, civ-
ilian-staffed Mapping and Charting Estab-
lishment, RE, in concert with the Army’s

WHERE TO GO

own 42 Survey Engineer Regiment, RE, at
Barton Stacey, six miles from Andover,
swung into round-the-clock action to pro-
duce and print successive second and third
editions — this time, with the full military
grids and up-dated topographical informa-
tion gleaned from aerial photographs. =

This was done within a week to replace
the interim stocks. The Guildford Depot
handled the distribution.

Meanwhile, as an interim measure, the-
original 1:50,000 series had been re-printed
— ungridded — and sent out to meet the
original requirements.

But there were other major snags.

The series spread over 29 sheets and the
strife-torn islands lay right in the middle of a
grid zone change; two halves of the island
group fell into different zones, as the 60
degree West meridian bisected the “area of

‘interest’’.

continned on page 34
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Spr Stephen Tarling updates
air photography.
continued from page 33

“People ordering them didn’t realise or
appreciate the sheer bulk of the maps,” said
Major Stanbridge. “For instance, 200 maps
stand about one-inch high while 1000 maps
weigh about 100 1bs.”

He recalls one amusing incident in which
a customer for 57,000 maps ordered them
over the phone and then blandly posed the

rider: “Oh . . . and what time shall I send
the Land Rover down to pick them up?”

It took three 4-tonne trucks to “pick up”
the maps, cocooned in 104 cartons and
lashed to 11 pallets!

Later, Military Survey had to produce
cover at 1:100,000 in five sheets to ease the
handling problems for planning staffs.

Major Stanbridge added: ““Having issued
the limited supplies on the first day we were
told more would be needed within a very
short space of time and we knew we were in
for a very busy time.”

But that was not all. The Middlesex-based
map-makers had to meet an urgent demand
from the RAF for the Sea Harrier pilots
acting in the ground attack role, which
involved producing film strips for the mov-
ing map display systems in each aircraft.

In all, up until the end of June, military
survey units had produced a total of some
654,000 maps — 210,000 of them by Barton
Stacey — of the contested Falklands and
“associated areas”, of which about half had
been distributed for South Atlantic opera-
tions and others to various UK tri-Service
agencies.

By the time the Task Force sailed, Mili-
tary Survey had met its initial deadline. But
other units had since been put on standby,
notably 5 Infantry Brigade. They would
need maps, too.

Earlier, in preparation for its possible
involvement in the conflict, the Directorate
had to provide 3500 maps of the Senny-
bridge training area for Exercise Welsh Fal-
con, a training preamble for 5 Infantry
Brigade in the Falklands,

During the next ten weeks of Operation

Corporate, more than 350 ‘products’ — 178
of them from Barton Stacey — including
new revisions were printed in connection
with the dramatic events in the southern
hemisphere.

“We initially produced a very rapid ad
hoc catalogue for all users to refer to,” said
Major Stanbridge, “which was later refined
and published as Edition Two. The cata-
logue included Harrier moving map dis-
plays, Maritime Patrol Charts for the Nim-
rod crews, pilotage and navigation charts,
maps of South Georgia — which also needed
a grid — and three editions of the Falklands
maps including large-scale maps of Stanley
and the airstrip showing such details as
terminal buildings and fuel dumps.

“In conjunction with the Engineer-in-
Chief’s Branch in MoD we also compiled
goings or cross-country maps, called Royal
Engineers’ Briefing Maps, giving access

and movement details for troops and ve-

hicles. In addition, we produced Topo-
graphical Information Overprints (TIOs) for
Ascension Island which was being used as a
huge mounting base for the Task Force.”

Large-scale maps for Darwin Settlement,
Fox Bay, Port Howard, Pebble Island, Port
San Carlos and Stanley — household names
now — were secretly produced in maximum
detail.

Demands for the maps came to the Guild-
ford Depot by what are familiarly called
“Wantamap” signals, a standard procedure
that posed no problem for Major Keith Butt
and. his 41-strong staff who operate in the
warehouses and have a staggering turnover
of five million maps a year!

This figure includes issues to Regional
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Andrew Howe
Falklands mapping.

prints

HQ reserve maps stores in the UK and
others in Cyprus, Belize, Northern Ireland,
BAOR and Hong Kong.

Amid the warehouse floor space, the ten-
foot-high shelf racking holds 30 million
maps incorporating 40,000 ‘line items’ or
different sheets.

For instance, the UK map series —
M.726 at 1:50,000 scale — spills over into
204 sheets. At the outset, the Falklands
Islands were covered by 33 sheet items —
now, there are a further 26 line items cover-
ing either the whole or part of the islands!

Major Butt explained: “We hold maps for
anywhere British troops are serving and for
any location included in MoD contingency
plans. Map stocks are also held for all
regular training areas both in the UK and
overseas.

“In addition to land maps we also keep air
charts for the RAF’s worldwide needs. The
maps on issue to units are normally moved
from here by road or are sent by post. Qur
peak periods for map demands are during

» summer camps and autumn exercises. Obso-

How the final five sheets looked as a set.

lete maps are sent for salvage under contract
and taken away in ten-ton palletised loads o
be re-cycled.”

Lieutenant-Colonel John Himbury, who
heads the Directorate’s Survey 2 Branch,
told SOLDIER: “During Operation Cor-
porate we set up a 24-hour Ops Cell which
remained in force for nearly 12 weeks and,
throughout, military survey units at Felt-
ham and Barton Stacey worked at maximum
capacity for seven days a week with produc-
tion help from the School of Military Sur-
vey, The Directorate of Overseas Survey
and some contract work by government and
civil firms for specific assistance.

“It is true to say that great versatility and
flexibility has been shown but most import-
ant of all, has been the splendid response of
all those who were involved in this enter-
prise. The urgency of the situation was very
clearly recognised and great enthusiasm was
generated. There were many instances of
individuals working well over 18 hours a
day.” .

That enthusiasm and response were very
much the order of the day for the men of 13
Map Production Squadron, one of two
Squadrons forming part of 42 Survey En-
gineer Regiment, RE — the other is 19
Topographical Squadron — down at Barton
Stacey.

As Lieutenant-Colonel Noel Charles, CO
of the Regiment, pointed out to SOLDIER:
“A lot of people wanted the maps in bulk
and I always remind people that maps just
don’t grow on trees.

“The first month was helter-skelter. We,
here, because we are soldiers in uniform can
be told to get up at two in the morning and
be available to the Directorate of Military
Survey to respond to an emergency.

“In peacetime, we support tri-Service
directors by producing maps and survey
data. If there is a flap we are used straight
away because, as soldiers, we do maintain
24-hour standby personnel continuously
which makes it easier for us to respond to an
emergency tasking very, very quickly.

“Also, if a Force, anywhere, wanted
someone to go with it, then someone would
go. We had an adviser on Ascension
Island.”

—

The Regiment’s Cartographic Troop
within 13 Map Production Squadron com-
piled about 100 drawings spread over 2500
man-hours during the conflict.

Captain Peter Wood, its Troop Comman-
der, said: “These 100 jobs included re-
gridding and revising other topographical
information. We are the Regiment’s main
drawing capacity and we, as a Troop, do
everything from map compilation to appre-
ciation and ensuing fair drawings. We also
carry out revision tasks and pre-print work
— checking and re-checking negatives be-
fore printing plates are made. We plot,
accurately, all grids and graticules on a
co-ordinatograph.”

“It’s very, very important to get the grid-
ding right,” emphasises Captain John
South, the Squadron’s Technical Staff
Officer. “You could end up with a situation
where our troops are firing on our own
chaps. That’s not to say there were no map
cock-ups. All the major ones were spotted
before they went out. Human nature being
what it is, no one is infallible. The most
fiddly bits to put on the maps were the sheep
fences and gates.”

At the peak of production, the Squadron’s
five massive, German-built printing presses
worth an estimated £1 million were churn-
ing out 10,000 maps an hour while soldiers,
on 12-hour shifts, were man-handling eight
tons of paper into and out of the machines in
as many times a day.

Captain South summed up the efforts of
his men thus: “An operation like Corporate
gives the lads in the back room, as it were, a
tremendous boost to know the maps they
have produced have been used in a particu-
lar action. Pebble Island, for instance, was
produced about six days before the action
took place.”

And still the map-making men and
women at Feltham and Barton Stacey are
producing maps of the Falklands and those
“‘associated areas’’ during what is termed the
“rehabilitation stage”.

The last word came from the Director of
Military Survey; Major-General Eric Bar-
ton: “In our business, if you haven’t done
your homework in peace then it’s too late in
war!” |
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THE GRENADIER
GUARDS

THIS REGIMENT, together with
the Coldstream Guards and the
Scots Guards, was born offi-
cially in 1660 butinfact had been

in existence for several years
before that date having gone
through the unsettled years of
the Civil War and the Inter-Reg-
num. From the very first it
established an enviable reputa-
tion for unswerving loyalty and
steadfast bravery that remains
unsullied to this day. Its many

battle honours, gained over

three centuries and displayed
so splendidly on the Colours on
official occasions, started with
Tangier 1680 and include Gib-
raltar 1704-5, Corunna, Water-
loo, Inkerman, Khartoum,
Somme 1916 and a host of
others.

In 1685 the title "1st Regiment
of Foot Guards’ was bestowed
upon the Regiment but in 1815,
after the defeat at Waterloo of
Napoleon’s Old Guard, this was
amended to be ‘The 1st or Gre-
nadier Regiment of Foot
Guards’ and — together with
the distinction of wearing the
bearskin cap — was given as a

compliment for their valorous
conduct. Other distinctions in
dress are the white plume worn
on the left side of the bearskin
cap, the buttons evenly spaced
on the tunic, a red band on the
forage cap and the fused gre-
nade cap badge The grenade
was granted as a badge in 1768
about the time that the weapon
bearing that name went out of
fashion, to return during the
Great War with a vengeance.
The cap badge familiar in recent
times dates from the latter part
of Victoria’s reign, being a fused
grenade with a plain ball, as
depicted here. More recently
worn in anodised gold finish
material, it was for a short
period issued, but not accepted
with grace, in plastic.

The basic design is worn by
local sergeants, lance corpor-
als, guardsmen and drummers.
Sergeants and musicians wear
the same badge except that the
Royal Cypher, consisting of the

entwined letters reversed sur-
mounted by a crown, is embos-
sed on the ball. Warrant offic-
ers, Orderly Room sergeants
and band sergeants wear a very
similar badge but the device of
cypher and crown is mounted in
silver or white metal on the ball
of the grenade.  Hugh L King

Next issue
The Coldstream Guards

The Unknown Battle :
Metz 1944 ;

Anthony Kemp

There have been two battles of Metz,
one in 1870 the other in 1944, and
both posed similar problems. In
soixante-dix the Germans attacking
the French in costly frontal assaults
suffered appalling casualties until
they settled for a siege. Seventy-four
years later, in 1944, history was re-
peated — only this time it was the
Americans launching fruitless frontal
onslaughts against the Germans be-
fore switching to flank attacks.

In the second half of 1944 General
George Patton and his Third Army
were on the Meuse at Verdun head-
ing for the Rhine, but barring his
way was the Moselle and the redoubt-
able fortress of Metz which was to
take him three months to subdue and
then only after the Germans had
well and truly mauled him.

Dealing with this, perhaps under-
standably, little known episode, the
author introduces his subject with
the advance through France and the
general strategic background con-
fronting Patton. There follows a de-
tailed account of the battle for Metz
fought in abysmal conditions — a
battle, incidentially, for which Patton
had neither the talent nor the tem-
perament.

Maps, photographs and diagrams
contribute to the overall thorough-
ness of this welcome addition to the
history of World War Two.
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Frederick Warne Ltd, London —
£7.95 JFPJ

Life With the Enemy:
Werner Rings

Of all the popular stereotypes of the
Second World War, those of the col-
laborator and resistance fighter in
occupied Europe are perhaps the
most clear-cut. The former is invari-
ably depicted as treacherous and self-
seeking, the latter courageous and
idealistic. Like so many stereotypes,
it is not a complete picture.

Werner Rings’ is a highly readable
account which paints in the subtle
shades of grey that fall between the
black and white extremes. It looks at
the moral dilemmas which con-
fronted people in the countries Hitler
had overrun, and considers the way
they reacted to them. Only a very few
openly sided with Nazism and sup-
ported its worst excesses — and the
book includes several ghastly photo-
graphs demonstrating these; the
majority of high-ranking collabor-
ators were seemingly mouvated by a
desire to stave off a greater catas-
trophe by placating the enemy. For
the bulk of the population in occu-

“Pack up your troubles in your old kitbag . . .”
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pied Europe, grand issues of princi-
ple or morality could not enter into
it. Few had the opportunities to flee
the country and continue the struggle
elsewhere open to their leaders; they
had to sit tight and survive as best
they could.

Resistance took many forms. King
Christian of Denmark appeared to
collaborate with Hitler on the sur-
face, but secretly used his influence
to frustrate the German administra-
tion at every turn. Many people took
a similar stance in the course of their
everyday lives. Those who lived
underground and operated a guerilla
war of sabotage and murder were a
minority and, though crucial for
national morale, had little effect mili-
tarily. Over all, Hitler’s regime
gained much more from the occupied
countries than they cost him. Many
ot the resistance groups were hope-
lessly politically and ideologically
fragmented and on at least one occa-
sion — Athens, 1944 — British liber-
ating troops found themselves openly
fighting their Communist-backed
former partisan allies.

An interesting and thought-pro-
voking look at an aspect of the last
War which still arouses strong pas-
sions.

Weidenfield and Nicholson, 91
Clapham High St., London SW4 7IA
— £9.95 UK

The Defence of the
Reich:

Werner Held & Holger
Nauroth

Though you might not guess it from
the title, this is an account of Hitler’s
nightfighter aircraft and crews in
World War Two. In fact it is some-
thing of a picture essay, containing
over five hundred carefully chosen
photographs and not much text.
Given the problems of compiling
such a record — nightfighting by its
nature does not lend itself to photo-
graphy — the authors have suc-
ceeded in conveying the atmosphere
of such operations, from the earliest
moonlit sorties to the later sophisti-
cated ground and air combined
attacks.

There are plenty of pictures of the
aircraft flown, from old warhorses to
experimental purpose-built models,
and lots of informal snaps of the
crews at work, play or on inspection
parade. Aircraft buffs will no doubt
find this book a delight and revel in
its many previously unpublished
photos; the uninitiated might wish
that the brief introductory texts
at the start of each chapter were
longer and more illuminating.

Arms and Armour Press, Lionel Leven-
thal Lid., 2-6 Hampstead High Street,
London, NW3 10Q — £9.95 UK
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Exclusively cut
and tailored in
our own
workrooms by
experienced
craftsmen, under
the personal
supervision of

Mr. Golding.
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We offer top quality service using the
finest Barathea and Superfine materials,
with competitive prices and free credit.
Our special fast service is available at no
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Military ties, Blazer badges, Badges of
rank, Marcella shirts, Miniature medals,
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Rlpine SX-£4,320
Solara SX-£4,320

NAAFI Approved.
List prices, excluding delivery, correct at time of going to press,

Top performance, superb styling
unbeatable value.
Take your choice of Saloonor
Hatchback.

@ Five speed gearbox
@ Stereo radio/cassette player
@ Central door-locking @ Metallic paint
® On-board computer @ Tinted windows
@ Headlamp wash/wipe
® Front and rear seat belts
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Rangers Talbot Military Sales Limited,
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On the Record

with Rodney Bashford

Ho’way The Lads
Band of the 15/19th The King’s Royal
Hussars. Conductor: Bandmaster

P Esplin. Music Masters. MM 0582.
The title escapes this southron soul
but is no doubt associated with the
Regiment’s Tyneside ties. These are
rightly celebrated later in the pro-
gramme in a Northern Echoes Suite by
one G Harrison, and includes
Blaydon Races, Cliffs of Old Tyne-
mouth, Bobby Shaftoe, and Geordie
Hinney.

Mr Esplin and his band provide a
most expert and attractively pre-
sented programme of just the right
variety to please most of you, as it did
me. The band has just endured a
Kneller Hall inspection, so I hope for
their sakes they played as well for the
hierarchy as they do here.

'HO'WAY THE LADS!”

The marches are Alford’s least
hackneyed Eagle Squadron and the
brilliant Minuteman by R H Pearson,
plus the regimental Slow and Quick.
Solo items are Gossec’s Tambourin in
which Sgt Davison does a fair imita-
tion of James Galway, a xylophone
solo Helter Skelter by ex RE Director
of Music W G J Lemon, and a couple
of well sung pops — Barry Manilow’s

All the Time and John Lennon’s
Imagine.

There are also tunes by Simon and
Garfunkel and an ltalian Festival
medley to complete what amounts to
a concert which soldiers of restricted
musical awareness and genuine lovers
of light music can both enjoy. And
that’s what life is all about for our

.beleaguered bandsmen these days.

Ubique

Band of the Corps of Royal Engineers.
Conductors: Major R A Hunt and
Major D E Pryce. Music Masters. MM
0585,

The bands from Chatham and Alder-
shot got together in London to make
this selection of (hurrah for the R E!)
unhackneyed slow and quick mar-
ches. Well nearly so.

H B Lovell’s The Triumph of Right
is the greatest march never to have
been played on parade, simply be-
cause it contains a few held pauses
(fermata) and is printed on folio-sized
paper. In all other respects it is a
marching march in the classic mould
and would easily hold a place in the
world’s twenty best marches. I there-
fore commit myself, as a final (and
about time, say all) offering to Army
bands after exactly fifty vears in their
service, to copying out the parts onto
march-cards and omitting the pauses.
Since Lovell was our old bandmaster
we knew it from memory, and [ still
recall with hysteria the occasion in
the early 1930s when we performed
the march, well out of sight, includ-
ing the pauses with left legs in mid air
like a pack of dogs against a tree;
every eight paces.

But to lesser composers — like
Gounod, Sousa, and Verdi. Two slow
marches, Alf Young’s Royal Standard
and Verdi's Aida, have been heard on
disc often enough, but Sousa’s fine
Invincible Eagle, Fucik’s great
Florentiner, Gounod’s La Ronde, Ray

The Bands of The Corps of Royal Engineers

Woodfield's Cavalry of the Steppes,
Celian Kottaun’s The Bullfighters,
and even Waltzing Manlda can stand
another airing. New to me are Gor-
don Langford’s Carnival Day, W
Schild’s Engeland-Vaarders, and the
Austrian Friedlander Marsch. With
Hurrah for the CRE and the Corps
March Wings we have an altogether
attractive selection.

Exactly twelve years ago I was
called to task for complaining that, as
here, the CRE song was not sung,
although the words were ““not all that
filthy”.

A correspondent of 1970 insisted
they were not at all filthy. If you are
still out there sir, they were in my
regiment. They were indeed.

Tribute to Harold Walters

Band of the Royal Army Medical
Corps. Conductor: Captain D Carson.
DR 42.

Dr Harold Walters is without
doubt the Grand Old Man of Ameri-
can band music although, dammirt, a
year younger than I am! Here he
receives a timely tribute from British
bandsmen who, for many vears, have
been grateful for his always perti-
nent, useful, and utterly professional
light music. His son, Dr Frederick
Walters, joined him on a recent visit
to Aldershot, and for this disc re-
corded his father’s Suite for Viola and

Band. A doctor of dental surgery he
vet finds time to appear as soloist
with American orchestras.

Harold’s medleys of American
popular music, Hootenanny and
Country and Western, have been men-
tioned in these columns many times;
his trumpet trio Trumpets Wild must
have been performed on every band-
stand in the world. so, all you lovers
of bright and breezy folksy bandolo-
gy the Corps band begins with Men of
Music, a march in collaboration with
Karl L King, then a Bossa Nova, a
movement from the suite Americana,
Nashville Trumpets and La Mascar-
ada.

On side two a history in music of
jazz, with narration by the composer,
called Fazz Chronology, Whoopee Ti-
Yi-Yo, Jump-Up and Capricious

Aloysius in addition to the classics

mentioned above. Walters fils joins
the band in Momning Fog and Night-
Tune Up and Hoe Down, and as a
bonus plays two movements from
Vivaldi’s Sonata in C major.

From RAMC Band, Keogh Bks,
Ash Vale, Aldershot, Hants, price
£4.50 plus p&p.

“If only you'd ask Cyril — I’d pass
you the potatoes.”

FOR FREE
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WHY NOT HAVE

YOUR OWN CLUB DESIGN

Silkscreen printed onto our excellent Quality
Standard and Fashion Garments - Tee-Shirts
Sweatershirts — Joggin
Military Style Sweatershirts.

Clubs, Schools, Organisations, Publicity & Promotions etc.,
we will print your own Design, Logo, Badge, Motif onto a
superb garment. (We can work from a rough sketch) # All
garments manufactured and printed in our own factory with
strict control on Quality. %+ Generously sized garments
24ins to XXL in a wide range of colours. % Minimum
order only 12 shirts. + Money back

undertaking

Suits — Sportshirts

THE BEST OF BRITISH
LEISUREWEAR
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How much better

off would yoube
with TAX FREE
earnings?

We are now expanding our team of life
insurance Consultants in West Germany and
can therefore offer an excellent opportunity to
ex-servicemen/women who wish to enjoy the

good life in Europe.

If you have less then one year to serve and
are interested in learning more, write to

Gp. Capt. J. F. Edgington
Windsor Life Assurance Co. Ltd.
Royal Albert House
Windsor, Berkshire
SL4 1BE

The Ultimate Tailoring Service

for the Services

The best materials are made to measure in our
own workrooms to give you the finesl quality
iloring. Our
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perfection. That's ulti
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I For complete details phone your local agent listed by BFPO No. Derek Thorndike
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List prices, excluding delivery, correct at time of going to press.

Classic lines. The ultimate in

big-car comfort, plus:

® Up to 39.8 mpg

® Fjve speed gearbox

® Electronic ignition

® Tinted glass

® Power assisted steering

® Stereo radio/cassette player

® Central door locking
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<« SAS troops abseil from helicopters as
they prepare to storm the embassy.

Sally Daniell previews
the new blockbuster

the screen tactics. But those uninitiated in

which will soon be
coming to your
cinema screens ...

PLUS

CTION

EQUALS

UCCESS

ACTION, VIOLENCE and suspense mixed
with sex, glamour and tenderness ought to
be the perfect recipe for success at the
cinema box office and producer Euan
Lloyd’s Who Dares Wins certainly has all the
ingredients.

The film is not-so-loosely based on the
storming of the Iranian Embassy by the
Special Air Service in 1980. Since then,
though its operations have remained a
firmly-kept secret, the SAS has captured the
public’s admiration and the film shamelessly
cashes in on the kudos.

Lewis Collins plays the part of Captain
Peter Skellen, the SAS officer who infil-
trates a peaceful anti-nuclear lobby to rout
the extremists using it as a front for a
planned act of terrorism. Attaching himself
to the group’s leader — the fanatical Frankie

USPENSE

such specialist skills need have no such
reservations to mar their enjoyment.

Even so, there are some inconsistencies
that are less plausible even to the casual
viewer. Whilst we can suspend our disbelief
over the sumptuous pad belonging to the
terrorist leader (Daddy was a millionaire),
Skellen’s fashionable bijou mews house
seems a bit unlikely on a captain’s pay. The
human relationships too, stretch credulity
too far and make the protagonists appear
like characters in a cartoon strip.

There is not much time to dwell on all this
though while Skellen and his chaps are on
the rampage knocking down terrorists like
nine pins. There is no time either to become
bored and the final stages leave the audience
excited and breathless, if a little smug since
they knew what the outcome would be

anyway.

Not a film then to be taken too seriously,
but as exhilarating entertainment definitely
a winner. My advice — don’t try to analyse
it, just sit back and enjoy it! i

Leith, played by Judy Davis — Skellen
becomes involved in the big operation
although he never knows what it is, nor is
ever quite trusted.

Suspense is built upon suspense and Skel-
len gets deeper and deeper enmeshed until
the lives of even his wife and baby daughter
are endangered, not to mention the West’s
most esteemed politicians and diplomats.

With the siege of the Embassy Residence
well under way, both sides start the wearing
down process, each hoping the other will
crack. But the Establishment has the trump
card — the SAS. A quick call to Hereford
and the audience breathes a sigh of relief
knowing now it is just a matter of time
before the crack troops sort the whole nasty
business out.

Action takes over from suspense as dark,
hooded figures leap in and out of windows
and doors, chucking stun grenades about
and generally exploding the tension both on
and off the screen.

Doubtless the real experts in counter-
terrorism drill will be able to find fault with

Lewis Collins in starring role.

IN VICTA EXPORT

Generous Discounts available
with Every Purchase

INVICTA EXPORT is part of the Ramsgate Division of Invicta Motors
Ltd.,the largest Ford Main Dealers in East Kent, established for

60 years. Nobody is better qualified to give you help and guidance

in choosing your new Ford — specialising makes the difference

¥ Situated conveniently on the South-East coast, 5 minutes from
Pegwell Bay Hoverport and 40 minutes from Dover.
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PRIZES

s i : 1: £15 2: £10
2 S E 3: £5 4-5: Six
. free issues of
I — ' SOLDIER
4 posted direct.
8 9 @] 1" 2 I3 14 .
F L [ <
15 p|i6 17 18 9 |20
:l F 27 23N
24 Q 25 26 e JI_:J Fa
; L }2{8 290 30|31 30
33 E|34 35836 1P =
38 k] 40 4] g 42
M T
43¢ Q B

HIDDEN IN THE brickwork of our ruin
are the names of 16 British castles. To find

home and overseas and the closing date is
Friday 27 August. The answers and win-

them, first answer the clues as for an ordin-
ary crossword; second, using the word or
words which start on a square with the same
small letter, put the pieces together to un-
ravel the name of each castle. Castle A, for
instance has only one piece, whereas Castle
K has three.

Can you list all sixteen in order, A to Q?

The competition is open to all readers at

CLUES

DoO0CO00000000000C0M0000000000000000000000000000000000000 8

ners’ names will appear in our issue of 20
September. More than one entry can be
submitted but each must be accompanied by
a ‘Competition 297’ label. Winners will be
drawn by lots from correct entries. Send
your answers by postcard or letter with the
‘Competition 297’ label to: Prize Comipeti-
tion, SOLDIER, Ordnance Road, Alder-
shot, Hants GU11 2DU.

B UL OOOOOOoOO0000000000OC000000000000000000000000000000

27 Campaign for
Nuclear
Disarmament

29 Villain

30 Printer’'s measure

33 Chafe
35 Golf club
37 Arrival time

Across
4 Purpose 38 Important turning 13 America
6 Isle of Wight rocks point 14 Young animal
8 Abduct 33 Vehicls 16 Paddle
11 Turn 40 Transgress 18 Disorderly crowd
15 Part of spur 41 Spoken 20 Strange
17 Goblin 43 Conclusion 22 Kingdom, now part
19 Old Testament 44 Upright of Yugoslavia
prophet Down 24 Compel
21 Hop-kiln 1 Selecting 25 Get on a bus
23 Grosk mouotain 2 Wash and iron 26 Moment
24 Enol o tiosr water 3 Toufilc gt 27 Subdue

5 Threshing tool 28 Unit of speech

7 Glitter 30 Famous school
8 Parts of piano 31 Female horse
9 Some 32 Dissolve

10 River 34 Ancient city
11 Drink 36 Moved swiftly
12 Consider 42 Conjunction
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“How’s the hangover, Yanuck?"




Got something to say, a point to
‘make or a story to tell? This is your
page to exchange your news, views,

comments and opinions. All we ask

is that you keep it brief and include
your full name and address. Write
to: Mail Drop, SOLDIER, Ordn-
ance Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11
2DU.

BFERE ]
UNVARNISHED

May I congratulate you on your re-
porting of events in the Falklands. At
a time when some of the media didn’t
seem to know which side they should
be on — or even if they should be on
anybody’s side at all — your fort-
nightly reports provided a much-
valued forum expressing unvarnished
fact and dedicated effort. It is to your
credit that this is really no more than
we usually expect from SOLDIER.
As you say in ‘SOLDIER-to-Soldier’
— “our fighting men have done us
proud” — well, so have you. Many
thanks.

Recently I came across a booklet
issued by the Foreign Office entitled
‘The Falkland Islands — The Facts’
published by HMSO in May at 50p.
It can only be described as a sober
and completely factual account of
British involvement in the Falklands
and utterly demolishes any Argenti-
nian claim to the territory. I am
annoyed that this booklet has been so
discreetly published at a time when
the British case seems to have been
failing by default in international
terms. I can’t imagine, either, why it
should be priced at 50p when we are
inundated with showers of official
leaflets which cost nothing!

Perish the thought, but could there
be some faceless mandarins in
Whitehall who don’t want truth and
justice for Britain and the Falklands

MAIL DROP

to prevail? — Mr W Dawson, 12
Pendleton Road, Walton, Liver-
pool, Merseyside, L4 6UA.

GONTEMPT

Your reviewer has treated Peter Graf-
ton’s effusion ‘You, You, You, The
People out of Step with World War
I’ with the contempt it richly de-
serves (25 June).

Space considerations probably pre-
cluded the reviewer from making two
other points which I think will settle
this question once and for all.

First, although some failed in their
duty the vast majority did not, and
secondly it is because of the disci-
pline and self-sacrifice of that major-
ity that Mr Grafton enjoys the liberty
he does. ;

I trust that we hear no more of this
book. — L S King, 70 West Hill
Road, St Leonards-on-Sea, Sussex,
TN38 ONO.

SAPPER STORY

I would make three observations on
your article about the Royal En-
gineers (Your Cap Badge 25 June).

The word ‘Regiment’ was foreign
to the Corps of Royal Engineers prior
to World War Two, it always being
referred to as a ‘Corps’ as in its full
title. Previously a Regiment was a
battalion comprising some five com-
panies in each and was common only
to Infantry regiments of the Line and
also to the Royal Regiment of Artil-
lery — the only exception being the
60th Rifles — King’s Royal Rifle
Corps (now merged into the Green
Jackets) although they were Infantry.

The Royal Tank Corps, later to
become the Royal Tank Regiment
was also a ‘baby’ of the Corps of
Royal Engineers and this has been
perpetuated at the Perham Down
Barracks of one Regiment of the
RTC which was renamed ‘Swinton
Barracks’ after its reconstruction and
modernisation fairly recently. A re-
port appeared at the time in SOL-
DIER.

As Edward VIII was never
crowned,the issue of cap badges bear-
ing his cypher is entirely unofficial,
these only being obtainable from pri-
vate sources (mainly through Messrs
Shirley Brooks Ltd of Woolwich —

Please send me
I enclosef..........

TROUSER
BLOUSERS

=== |ancaster.

2 pairs elastics (= 1 card) for £1 incl. p & p.
Reductions on orders of 20+ cards, write for details.

.. pairs of elastics for which |

now closed down). As Edward VIII
was never crowned he can hardly be
quoted officially.

The previous paragraph brings
another interesting matter to light,
which is denied in official quarters;
that concerns a first issue of LS & GC
medals following the December 1936
recommendations which were minted
with the Edward VIII cypher and
supplied to units for presentation.
These were very quickly withdrawn,
when the mistake was brought to
light and medals were replaced by
issues bearing the head of HM King
George VI in 1937 as soon as he had
been crowned. — Capt Henry W
Corke, 249 Marlborough Road, Gil-
lingham, Kent, ME7 SHS.

Fs AND Bs

I refer to the Lilywhites on the
Bayou, singing (14 June). I carried
out a minor survey of younger sol-
diers by asking what does the follow-
ing bring to mind? “My eyes are dim
I cannot see’’; “When you reach
Pusan don’t cause a jam”; “A spud
jumped off the table and-killed a
mate of mine”’; and more odds and
ends.

My findings were that it seems as if
singing on the march died with the
advent of the DMS boot.

Has anyone thought of recording
the old songs on band or paper with
all the Fs and Bs? — J T Newton,
Saar Str 23, 4930 Detmold, West
Germany,

GUIDON

It was with interest that I read the
article ‘Your Cap Badge’ featuring
the 14th/20th King’s Hussars (5
April). However, there was one in-
correct statement that I feel I should
mention. The article stated that our
battle honours are emblazoned on
bur standard — this is not quite so as
Hussar regiments possess Guidons
and not standards. In fact, HRH The
Princess Anne, as Colonel-in-Chief of
the 14th/20th King’s Hussars visited
the Regiment in Héhne and pre-
sented a new guidon (SOLDIER, 25
June). — Capt S Lang, 14th/20th
King’s Hussars, c/o HQ 24 Inf bde,
BFPO 36.

WRONG SWAP

The cap badge shown in ‘Hat Swap’
(14 June) shows the Prince of Wales’
Own Regiment and not the Queen’s
Own Hussars. — Sgt B McCann,
RPC, 206 Coy, Long Marston,
Stratford-upon-Avon, Warwick-
shire.

GUNNER CAPS

I read with interest the article on the
badge of the Royal Artillery in ‘Your
Cap Badge’ series (14 June).

I would however question that the
grenade badge was worn in the Ser-
vice Dress cap. I thought the large
gun badge was worn in the SD cap.

A bronze coloured plastic grenade
badge was worn in the Field Service
cap, the General Service cap, which

was similar to the Scottish Balmoral,
and the khaki beret.

A polished brass grenade was also
worn in these three types of head-
dress and in the red and blue ‘walk-
ing out’ Field Service cap, which is
often referred to as a ‘side cap’ these
days.

During the war it was regulation to
wear the Field Service cap with the
bottom button an inch above the
right eve, the lower finger of the right
hand touching the bottom button
when saluting.

Light Infantry regiments wore the
Field Service cap in the centre of the
head, which everyone, including the
RAF, seems to do these days.

What are the present regulations

regarding the wear of the Field Ser-
vice cap? — K C Chisman, 45
Beechwood Avenue, Milton Regis,
Sittingbourne, Kent.
According to Vol 3 of Material Regula-
tions, Pamphlet 15, field caps may be
worn tn accordance with regimental cus-
toms and at the discretion of the Com-
manding Officer. — Ed.

VETERAN

Can the following be a Service rec-
ord: Gordon Boys School 1916-20;
Band the 3rd The King’s Own Hus-
sars 1920-29, serving two years Tur-
key, Egypt, India (Bandsman, I/C
ship’s hospital), New Zealand Ship-
ping Co RMS Rangitane 1929-30;
Palestine Police 1930-32; New Zea-
land Shipping Co 1932-33; Croydon
Town Hall 1933-37 Asst Hallkeeper;
East Suffolk County Hall, Hall-
keeper 1937-69, served in RAF dur-
ing 1941-45 (Coastal Command,
Band Sgt RAF, Regt Band, Central
Band); Suffolk Regt TA 10 years
Band Sgt.

Total Service in uniform 53 vears.
— G W Lewis, Flat 8, Cranfield
Court, Valley Road, Ipswich.

OLD PALS

I am writing a letter of appreciation
for a pal of mine Mr R Evans, who
during the last war served in the
Armoured Corps. We became mates
at work and since I retired in 1963,
right up to the present he has sent
me SOLDIER every month which I
find very interesting. — Mr B Ham-
mond, 7 Oakleigh Close, Whet-
stone, London N20.

Glad you enjoy the mag, Mr Ham-
mond, and hope you continue to enjoy it
for many mare years yet. — Ed.

STAMP CLUB

AFCENT Stamp Club will issue a
special illustrated cover to com-
memorate the Bi-Centennial of the
USA and the Netherlands. The cover
will bear a set of the Netherlands
Bi-Centennial commemorative
stamps cancelled by the Netherlands
Forces Postal Service and 2 US Bi-
Centennial commemorative stamps
cancelled by the US Forces Postal
Service.

The cost per cover is DM 4.00 or
80 pence. Orders before 20 August
1982 to: Sgt Fryer, 227 Sig Sqn,
BFPO 18.




Can You Help?

I am writing a documentary history
of Ayrshire Barracks, Moenchen-
gladbach which was once the home of
an Artillery Regiment and then
housed 17 Vehicle Battalion RAOC.

I would be most grateful to hear
from any of your readers who possess
any articles, photos, or any other
memories connected with this Bar-
racks, including St George’s Church,
covering the period 1945-60. — C G
Griffin, 23 Tpt Regt RCT, BFPO
40.

Can any readers supply me with, or
advise me where I can obtain a copy
of, Phillip Warner’s ‘Special Air Ser-
vice’ published by William Kimber,
London 1971, this being the official
regimental history? — SAC APC
Scott, General Office, RAF Boul-
mer, Nr Alnwick, Northumberland.

I am trying to compile as comprehen-
sive a list as possible of the dress
distinctions of the King's African
Rifles during the 60 years of the
Regiment’s existence. Most available
photographs are in black and white,
and it is often difficult to identify
such details as, for example, the col-
our of garter-tabs or bandsmen’s
wings. I would be most grateful if

any readers who have served with the |

Regiment would contact me. Should
they have any photographs which
they would be kind enough to lend
me, I would return them immedi-
ately after having copies made.

The purpose of this is not only to
complete my own personal records,
but I am hoping to compile a collec-
tion of photographs to be lodged with
the National Army Museum for the
use of other researchers and for pos-
terity, Naturally, I would take the
greatest care of any material loaned to
me. It seems a pity that a once proud
Regiment is so poorly documented,
and any help in rectifying this situa-
tion would be most appreciated. —
Peter Davis, 67 Harefield Road,
Stoke, Coventry, CV2 4BT.

" Fulton, Missouri 65251,

G Pray, 48 Kennedy Ave, Toronto,
Ontario, Canada, M6S 2X5. Wanss
Famous Regiments: ‘The Royal
Marines’ by Lt Gen Sir Brian Hor-
rocks. Also RM cap badges/collar dogs,
shoulder titles. Will pay cash plus post.
State price.

Thomas A Houf, Route 1, Box 289,
USA.
Wishes to purchase cap/collar badges of
the Falkland Islands Defence Force,
Gibraltar Defence Force, King's Oun
Malta Regt, and other overseas territor-
tes militia unit badges. Also seeks con-
tact with source of South African
badges.

Sgt § Stilborn, Box 1225, Station B,
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada, K1P 5R3.
Wants cloth unit, rank and trade insig-
nia as presently issued to the British
Army or Royal Marines for both dress
and combat uniforms. Rank and uni-
form charts as well as recruiting posters
also sought. Have Canadian military or
Fire Department badges to trade or fair
cash prices paid.

Dean Owen, 16 Battenberg Ave,

Toronto, Ontario, Canada, M4L 1]8.
Wishes to buy or trade for the following
Medical Corps badges, all countries
WW1 to date; military medals (Com-
monwealth) 1815 to date, singles or
groups; elite unit insignia; pholos or
manuals of British built military
motorcycles WW1 to date, BSA,
Triumph Norton eic.

Robert Miles, 33 Gunner’s Grove,
Chingford, London E4 9SR. Wishes
to purchase insignia and wings of 21st,
22nd and 23rd SAS Regiments and
books, photos, equipment etc to do with
SAS.

Chris Viner, 3 Sommerwood Walk,
West Gorton, Manchester, M12 5JA.
Wishes to obtain the following: 1 DPM
combat-suit, 1 DPM tropical shirt, 1
pair US jump boots (black size 93 .

Lt Col I Vaughan-Arbuckle, Clon-
mell, Holts Lane, Hilgay, Norfolk,
PE38 OLX. Collects and wants ladies
military brooches of ASC, RASC and
RCT all types. Has collection of 90
brooches of other regimenis/corps, RAF
and RN for sale or part-exchange. For
list of available items SAE please.

Pen Pals

My name is Daphne and I am 28
years old. I am 5ft 4ins tall with long
dark hair. My hobbies are mountain
walking, cycling, jogging, yoga, bad-
minton and cooking. — Daphne
Hoare, Manbren, Back Lane, Woeb-
ley, Hereford.

My name is Dawn and I am a divor-
cee of 23 with a small son. I like
music and decorating. All letters
answered, — Dawn Coffey, 37 New
Road, Hanworth, Middx.

We are two Swedish cousins who
would like English penfriends.
Susann is 18 years old and her hob-
bies are sport, penfriends, music,
dancing, collecting postcards etc.
Heléne is 20 years old and her hob-
bies are penfriends, history, sports
photography, collecting postcards
and stamps and travel etc. — Susann
Eduvinsson, Pl 7333 Kristinedal, 45191
Uddevallu, Sweden; Heléne Liow,
Aftonbrisvigen 2a, 545161 Uddeval-
la, Sweden.

My name is Jackie and I am 18 years
old with brown hair and blue eyes. I
enjoy swimming, discos and music.
— Fackie White, 6 Gunnings Way,
Hemingford Grey, Huntingdon,
Cambs, PEI8 9EE.

My name is Wendy and I am 18
years old with brown hair and eyes. [
enjoy swimming, discos and having a
laugh. — Wendy Thompson, 16 Beech
Drive, St Ives, Huntingdon, Cambs,
PE!] 4UB.

The 68th Annual Reunion and Din-
ner of the York & Lancaster Regi-
ment Sergeants’ Dinner Club will
take place in Sheffield on Saturday 18
September 1982. Details from Regi-
mental Secretary, RHQ Y & L,
Endcliffe Hall, Sheffield, S10 3EU.

The Annual Dinner of the 9th Ba
(1939-45) The York & Lancaster
Regiment will take place in Sheffield

on Saturday 23 October 1982. Details
from Regimental Secretary, RHQ Y
& L, Endcliffe Hall, Sheffield, S10
3EU.

The Annual Reunion of the Welch
Regiment Old Comrades Associa-
tion will be held on Saturday, 9
October at the Drill Hall, Ponty-
pridd. Tickets £5 each. Further de-
tails may be obtained from V D
Williams, 41 Cole Bank Road, Hall
Green, Birmingham, B28 8EZ. Tel:
021-777 1316.

Competition

Apologies to all our regular competi-
tion followers who must have been
disappointed in our Competion 293,
Pub Crawl. We really made a mess of
this one, didn’t we? First, there was a
misprint which threw everything out:
clue number 42 should have read
stuck, not struck. Secondly there
were more than 16 likely pub names,
s0 there was no hard and fast answer.
Finally, we got the prizes wrong —
there are of course only five as usual
not eight as printed. Given all our
errors we tried to award prizes as
fairly as possible and drew by lots the
first five who had 16 pub names or
more including those we had, and
also those who spotted the misprint
and what it should have read. For
interest, rather than correction pur-
poses, our 16 pubs were: Barleycorn,
Parrot, Anchor, Sun, Bell, Unicorn,

Ship, Vine, Red Lion, Rose, Fox,

Castle, Bay Horse, Crown, Swan,
Bush. Prizewinners were: lst Mr R
Joyce, 14 The Oval, St Giles, Lin-
coln. 2nd Mr T E Kempshall, 36
Glendower Ave, Coventry, W Mid-
lands. 3rd Mrs D Hook, 28 Rochford
Ave, Shenfield, Brentwood, Essex.
4th Mr G H Bendell, 199 Midanbury

Lane, Southampton. 5th Mr Keith
Sell, 20 Gaunts Way, Letchworth,
Herts. 3

How Observant Are
You?

1 Mouth of man being photographed; 2
Notch in shorts of discus thrower No. 3;
3 Right shoe pattern of hurdler No. 23;
4 Left evebrow of left hurdler; 5 Num-
ber of leading hurdler; 6 Top corner of
right hurdle; 7 Nose of man lying on
back; 8 Left foot of man second from
right; 9 Vest below armpit of hurdler
No. 23; 10 Left hand of hurdler third
from left.

These Brand New
WOOLY PULLY'S
come in RAF Blue
— Navy — Khaki.
AII are  with

aulettes and are

% Pure Wool.
s.nd only:

“f
38" £1080
40" £10.96

£1.50 post and package any Quantity.

@ BERGAN'S

® '58 WEBBING

® DOWN SBAGS
® BARRACK DRESS
® LIGHTWEIGHTS
® PUTTEES

® DPM CAPS

® BOOTS & SHOES

(SAE for Free Catalogue please)

SILVERMAN'S (S)

MILE END, LONDON E1
* Telephone 01-780 5267

Personal callers Monday-Friday
“Almost Anything In Govt. Surplus”

See-the-Army

JULY 1982

29 St Helens Show Tartoo (Irish Gds, 2

Royal Anglian, 2 LI, 1 QLR; RA M/C

DT, Red Devils, Junior Leaders RA, RN Display team, RAF flying

display) (29-31 July).

31 2 Inf Bde “At Home” 8pm, Fort Burgoyne, Dover (Military stplay)

AUGUST 1982

1 Imperial War Museum Military Show Duxford, Cambs (Red Devils.)

4 Colchester Searchlight Tattoo (Massed Bands; RAF Flypast and Fnlcons,
RPC MHE display, Redcaps, White Helmets) (4-7 August).

7 Newport Spectacular (RA Mounted, RA Woolwich, 3 RRW, R MON
RE(M), 157 Regt RCT bands; RA MC, freefall and junior PT, AA College
Chepstow PT, RM Hhelicopter display) (7-8 August).

11 Luton Musical Pageant (47 DG band).
13 Shrewsbury Flower Show (Coldm Gds and Welsh Guards Bands) (13-14

August).

14 Loughborough Tattoo, Leics (Queen’s Div band; JRRS display) (14-15

August).

20 Edinburgh Military Tattoo (Massed Bands; Highland Dancers, RAF
Queen's Colour Sqn; HM Kongens Garde, Norway; Fanfara dei Bersag-

lieri, Italy) (20 Aug-11 Sep).

28 South Tyneside Military Tattoo (2 LI and 3 LI bands; Flying Bugles)

(28-29 August).

28 Expo Steam, Peterborough, Cambs (28-30 Aug.).
30 St Albans Carnival, Herts (Red Devils). -




A Naafi introduction to a dealer can benetit
you with basic price discounts on many makes
of new cars and you can apply to use Naafi
finance whether you use this introductory
service or buy from a dealer of your own
choice. In fact, Naafi will consider financing
the purchase of a new or used car from a dealer
or a used car from another member of H.M.
Forces. The advantage of Naafi finance is that
it is an exclusive service offered by your own
organisation.

Fill in the Freepost coupon, written details
will be provided. It's a wonderful way to buy

a car, so fill in the coupon now.

Send to: NAAFI Car Sales @ FREEPOST NO

FREEPOST
Nottingham NG1 1BR STAMP NEEDED

Please send me details of the following Naafi facilities without obligation.

| am interested in the purchase of: (Please tick where appropriate)
A_Ilew car

Make : S Model

forusein ; 7 (state country)
(] 1 wish to pay cash [ | wish to use Naafi Finance

[ | am interested in the purchase of a used car using Naafi Finance.

Name 3 i Rank " ‘
Address | G Service No.
s i ; i’elephone No.

NAAFI-We re here to help you!

]




Pillow fighting on the greasy log. A

IT’S BEEN SAID that the Sappers are
rather like little boys — they do so enjoy
playing in the water. So when their annual
camp was in sight of the sea, and the
training area itself had a tdal lagoon as its
principal feature, a good time was promised
for all.

That was certainly how it proved for 480
TA Volunteers from 75 Engineer Regiment
(V), whose Squadrons are 106 from Shef-
field and Dewsbury, 107 from Birkenhead,
Huyton and St Helens, and 202 from Clif-
ton, Preston and Burnley with RHQ from
Manchester and REME Workshop from
Oldham. The main objective of their two
week camp at Wyke Regis in Dorset was to
obtain individual trade and promotion quali-
fications, but the highlight was a Sunday
regatta — a sort of aquatic ‘It’s a Knockout’,
. “With a camp where the squadrons are

mixed on the courses, it’s vital to have some

inter-squadron competition to develop
squadron spirit,”” said Major Derek
Williams, 21C and Chief Regatta Organiser.
The competitions began with a novelty
_ obstacle race which included taking a blind-
folded stretcher party through a static water
tank and ended with climbing a greasy pole.
Later events had assault boat races over the
lagoon to recover oil drums, an improvised
raft race and the ever popular pillow fighting
over the water.

Cheerleaders had their ‘jokers’ to play,
and despite stern competition from the
Sergeants Mess teams, it was 202 Squadron
that won the prizes.

The regatta provided some welcome light
relief in the middle of a busy fortnight of
more intensive military training. The part-
time Sappers from the North West were
soon back on dry land for an infantry style
exercise on Salisbury Plain, watched by
their District Commander, Major General
Michael Hicks, =

How 430 TA sappers literally
jumped to the command . . .

GET FELL IN

Assault boats battle for supremacy. A

Squadron joker.

Playing the 202

3

Another recruit for the sapper ‘wets’.
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QUANTOC K SCHOOL Morcott Hall Boarding School for Girls

OVER STOWEY, SOMERSET ' f p

=

A happy and successful boarding school for about 250 boys (recognised as

efficient by the Department of Education and Science while the scheme Girls are considered for entry from 7 years. Separate
operated '1978)), stands at the edge of miles of forest in an area of Preparatory School ages 7+ to 11+ years.

outstanding natural beauty, high above and near the sea. Taunton is nearby, Senior Department 11+ to 16+ years. The Senior School
and London just over two hours away. (Heathrow Airport via Reading is just is an Approvad Centre for the ‘O’ Level GCE Examinations.

about the same distance.)] Even though inflation continues, everything
possible is done to keep fees moderate and there are no ‘surprises’. The only
‘extras’ are those requested for particular services, eg individual piano,

Fees allied to Services’ Education Allowances.
Girls escorted to London St. Pancras Station and Luton

horse-riding etc. Necessary services are all free, eg laundry. Service grants Airport.
are available, Apply: Principal, Morcott Hall School, Morcott, Oakham,
BOYS ARE ACCEPTED FROM THE AGE OF NINE Rutland. Leicestershire LE15 SDN

Applicants must be of at least average intelligence and academic attainment.

WHAT HAS MADE OUR PARENTS INVARIABLY

G e et v CHOIR SCHOOL OF OUR LADY AND ST. JOHN

L
® Sound unbroken education from the age of nine years. . A g
® The warm, happy ‘family’ atmosphere {homesickness is almost Boarding and Day School for Boys and Girls aged 4 to 16. Pupils
unknown). g . prepared for O-levels, C.S.E. and Associated Board's Examina-
@ Stress on sound basics and traditional teaching. _ 5 2 5 ;
® Very full, regular reports: good parent-teacher contact. tions. Service children especially welcome. English and Maths
@ CSE and GCE courses (recognised centre). i indivi 5
® Magnificent setting and environment; literally miles of space. Courses developed .BCCOI'dlng to individual neeqs' Sma" Clas
® ‘Out-of-the-ordinary’ activities; impressive new sports complex ses. Boarders live in Home atmosphere. Applications to the
@ Escorts arranged; irregular departures and returns accommodated; half- " 3
toiir ol iy rsaliianos BRwAR vliitile Troa. Headmaster, 2 Beach Road, Hayling Island, Hants. Tel:
® Almost 100% success with boys not expected to settle in a boarding Hay"ng Island 3759.
school.
® Obviously all round first class value for money. R

Parents soon come to realise that a good independent school affords its
pupils the best start in life.

DO WRITE OR rmpuor:%orgsé&ospv OF THE NEW SCHOOL QUEEN ELIZABETH'S HOSPITAL
ENQUIRERS MAY CONTACT EXISTING PARENTS BRISTOL
TEL: NETHER STOWEY 732252 or 732423 STD CODE 0278 o ] :
ADDRESS: OVER STOWEY, VIA BRIDGWATER, SOMERSET, TAS 1HD. Bristol's fimous bays  schosl Sers DOt BUSEEDE

day education.
* Entryat11, 13 and 16

- ’// \\ * Modest all-inclusive fees

Looking for a » Academic and Music scholarships available
CO-EDUCATIONAL BOARDING SCHOOL? | + Afull range of “O'" and ‘A"’ level courses
(8-18) * Outstanding academic, sporting and musical facilities

BROMSGROVE SCHOOL Full details and prospectus from The Headmaster. Queen

Elizabeth's Hospital, Bristol BS8 1JX
A £14 million development programme has enhanced the school's
facilities without sacrificing traditions built up over 500 years,
@ Up-to-date lacilities for @ Fully equipped Sports Hall, Music
sixth form,including School and Drama Department &t. gnh“'s cnugm
single study bedrooms. @ Mai . e
ain entry age 8 or 11 and at 6th
@ Substantial reductions for form level. Scholarships awarded at
two or more children. age 11 and 13. Sixth form bursaries.

All ranks may apply for allowances for boarding education
Write for Prospectus to: Dept. SO Bromsgrove School,
Worcs. B61 7DU or 'phone Bromsgrove (0527) 32774
\\I'or Upper School (13-18), 71471 for Lower School (8-!32/‘

: AR
MOFFATS SCHOOL q410H 4
BEWDLEY WORCESTERSHIRE g )
An ISIS/IAPS preparatory school for boys and girls 7 to 13 + | -
Moffats is a family school with close ties with HM Forces
@ small classes give individual care Independent boarding and day school for boys 7-16 Preparation for GCE. 'O by
@ a settled, secure life} no matter how often parents move qualified staff in small classes. The College 1s set among 75 acres of beautiful Sussex
@ scholarships for service children under 93 countryside 1 mile from Harsham, with extensive playing felds and sports facilities.
@ varied activities cover spare time and weekends Special provision is made for the sons of parents stationed abroad and an efficient
@ escoris provided at mainline stations courier service is provided 10 and from air terminals.
All games and riding on 200-acre Home Farm Prospectus from: The Secretary, St. John’s College. Coolhurst. Horsham, Sussex.
Prospectus from The Headmasters Tel: Kinlet (029924) 230 Telephone: Horsham 52424.
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A SECURE AND HAPPY EDUCATION FOR
YOUR DAUGHTER

If this is what you seek, then let us provide it
for you in Scotland’'s lovely capital city. Six
miles from the Airport and two miles from the
mainline station.

ST DENIS AND CRANLEY SCHOOL,
3 Ettrick Road,
Edinburgh, EH10 5BJ.

Tel. 031-229 1500

Boarding and Day School for Girls

Day Girls aged 5-18 years
Boarders aged 8-18 years

We offer a sound education in a caring
atmosphere. Preparation for Scottish Examina-
tions. Ordinary and Higher Grade and G.C.E.
A-Level. Small classes permit individual atten-
tion. Full range of sports and extra-curricular
activities. :

Termly Fee: Board and Tuition £795-£965

Tuition only £175-£470
10% Reduction for children of serving members
of H.M. Forces.

All enquiries welcome. Send for Prospectus
to the Headmistress and come and visit the
School when on leave.

FARRINGTONS SCHOOL
Chislehurst, Kent
01-467 5586
(Methodist Colleges and Schools)
Day, Weekly and Full Boarding
420 Girls aged 4}-18

Situated in pleasant surroundings 25 min from Charing Cross and
easily accessible from Gatwick Airport.
Special terms for service families are under review.

A relatively wide range of academic ability is accepted. All ?iris are
prepared for ‘O’ level or CSE and there is a good range of ‘A’ level
courses.

Sixth Form girls have their own self-contained boarding house and
teaching accommaodation.

Prospectus, fees and other details from Secretary (Admissions).

CHILTON CANTELO SCHOOL
YEOVIL, SOMERSET.

Co-educational covering age groups 11-18.

CSE and GCE to A level.

Exceptional facilities for sport and activifies.

The school has a highly successful Sea Cadet Unit.
We believe that our financial arrangements place boarding
education within the reach of every Service family — try us for a
quotation, Prospectus free from Secretary.

Ringwood, Hampshire
An independent boarding and day preparatory school for boys
and girls aged 3-13 years.
Traditional academic education in small classes with indi-
vidual tuition. Homely atmosphere in beautiful 17th century
house set in 14 acres of grounds on the edge of the New
Forest.

Tuition bursaries available.

Applications to the Headmistress: Telephone Ringwood 2856
or 3197.

SLINDON COLLEGE
Slindon, Nr. Arundel, West Sussex BN18 ORH.

Pleasantly situated independent boarding school for 150 boys aged
11-18 years. Small teaching groups and individual attention. Subjects
taught to GCE ‘0" and ‘A’ level. Remedial teaching, A realistic
alternative to the larger public or state comprehensive school. A wide
range of out of school activities. A unique feature is the School's
National Hunt racing stable in which boys may be involved. Escort
service to and from Airports/Stations. ISJC Accredited.

Telephone: Slindon (024365) 320 for Prospectus.

SALE OF SURPLUS MARRIED QUARTERS
UNDER THE NON DISCOUNTED
SCHEME
Bulletin Nos 38 and 39 contain details of the following surplus
Married Quarters offered for sale through the Joint Services
Married Quarters Sales Office at UKLF Wilton (Salisbury Military
2684/2693).
Bulletin 38
Type 2 1 in Ford, near Salisbury, Wiltshire ~ £47,500
Type 3 1 in Ford, near Salisbury, Wiltshire ~ £46,750
I in North Baddesley, Hants £46,000
Type 4 2 in Ford, near Salisbury, Wiltshire ~ £45,000
1 in North Baddesley, Hants £43,000
Type C 1 in Lower Wick, Worcestershire £22,000
7 in Edinburgh £18,250
Type B I in North Baddesley, Hants £19,500
Type B flats 6 in Edinburgh £17,000
Bulletin 39 -
Type 3 2 at Scone, Perth £34,000
£36,000
I at Tenby, Pembrokeshire £28,000
Type 4 1 at South Queensferry, West Lothian  £32,000
Type § I at Redgewick, Essex £36,500
2 at Peterborough, Cambs £28,000
2 at Calshot, Hants £25,000 o
Type C I at Weymouth, Dorset £27,000
I at Ormskirk, Lancs £21,500
5 at Gloucester £17,750
£17,500
2 at West Derby, Liverpool £15,500
Type B 3 at West Derby, Liverpool £14,500
These Bulletins have been distributed to all Units. Further information and applications forms will
be available through your Unit/Ship/Station,
The closing date for all applications for
properties offered in Bulletin Number 38 is
4 August 1982 and for
Bulletin Number 39 is 18 August 1982




SOLDIER MART

GIFT BASKETS

Beautifully arranged baskets of
fruit, fruit and wine, port and stilton
or even champagne and strawberries etc.

Personally delivered to home, business,
hospital etc. in the Midland Area. y

Suitable for every occasion.
From £6
Phone or send for free brochure.

24 hr answering service.

37/39 CAMDEN STREET,
BIRMINGHAM

B1 38P
Tel: 021-236 3329

ENGLISH PEWTER GOBLETS
AND ONE-PINT TANKARDS

Engraved Badge/Crest. Minimum order 6
Discount on 10 or over.

Goblets from £4.95. Tankards from £6.25 plus VAT
All prices post-paid. Please send badge with order

R&BINCONLTD
SOUTHBOURNE ROAD
SHEFFIELD $S10 2QN
Telephone 0742 685911

JLOBLEN #9004 WIET KBS ALRE ADY
THL Y WANT T8 KNOW 1l Wi VL GOT ANY FISH

Cartoons from the Royal Marines. A 64-
page collection of unique black and
white cartoons displaying the kind of
grim humour which helped British ser-
vicemen while fighting for our land.
UP THE FALKLANDS! ranges from wry
smiles to belly laughs and is on sale in
local bookshops at 95p.

ALL ROYALTIES AND A PERCENT-
AGE OF THE PROFITS FROM PUB-
LISHERS BLANDFORD PRESS WILL
BE DONATED TO THE SOUTH
ATLANTIC SERVICEMEN'S FUND.

READY TO WEAR
MESS DRESS UNIFORMS

WOs & Sgts. £94.00 + Vat
Jacket Sizes from 36" Chest to 44" Chest
RS, RE, REME, RA, RAOC, RCT, RAMC
Price does not include badges & buttons

Jacket/Trousers/Waistcoat Bow Tie £2.00 + pp £0.25
£94,00 + pp £3.00 Buttons 75p each
Jacket only £56.00 + pp £3.00 Waistcoat requires 4 =£3.00
Trousers only £26.00 + pp £2.00 RE Jacket requires 2=£1.50
Waistcoat only £16.00 + pp £1.80 RA Jacket reguires 14 = £10.50
Marcella Dress Shirt
£15.25 + pp £1.25
BADGES
WOI Royal Arms £4.00 S/Sgts. Crown £1.83
WOIl Crown £2.20 Chevrons £3.33
WOII Crown/Wreath £3.22

MINIATURE MEDALS

GSM with NI Bar £8.50; LS & GC (Navy, Army or RAF) £6.75; Naval GSM £7.00; UN
Cyprus or UN Korea or British Korea £6.75; Queen's Jubilee £6.90; Stars, i.e. Italy
etc. £2.00; Defence or War Medal £4.00; BEM £7.20, Queens Gallantry or DFM or
AFM £9.84; CBE £12.00; Rhodesia Medal £7.50; Military Medal £9.64; Meritorious
Service £8.40.

Medals are supplied mounted. We will court mount your own miniature medals at
75p per medal.

Send stamped addressed envelope for price of any medal not listed.

ALL ABOVE PRICES SUBJECT TO ADDITION OF 15% VAT FOR UK. DELIVERIES.
Please give your full postal address. State Measurements as follows: Your Height
— Chest — Waist — Hips — Outside Leg — Inside Leg — Thigh measure over
trousers, List your requirements, total the cost, send cheque or postal order/Access

or Barclaycard No. to:

P.O. Box 4, Rothwell,

SUPPLYUINE _ (=8
England.

0532 829992

of personalised printed shirts
Body Language by
Interprint

for Units Platoons Teams T v
T-Shirts ; oy =¥ SPORT & LESURE PRODUCTS
Double stitched : EMBLEM HOUSE - CHURCH ST - HECKMONDWIKE
seams « W.YORKSHIRE WF'6 OLF - TEL 0924 - 404566

Sweat Shirts
C Vee Neck

d
CLUB COLOURS — Vests, Shirts,
Jerseys, Shorts, Tracksuits, etc. Send
requirement details:

DOUGLAS SPORTS, 16 St Martin's
Le Grand, London, EC1A 4EP.

Two-tone
knitted collar

Other Products

FREE DESIGN

SERVICE -
MINIMUM
ORDER-ONLY 12 MESS DRESS
LOW PRICE
QUICK SERVICE
Telephone:
UK: 04494-606
Detmold 26898
Dale Street, Craven Arms T

Shropshire SY7 9NY.
Tel. Craven Arms (05882)
2703 & 2502.

Postal Roses

Embroidered V Neck jerseys

Posted anywhere in UK. All 1ong--
stemmed reds.

the specialist suppliers.

Logo Sports

Warrington WAS 3NW,
Penketh 3605.

Minimum order 8, from

Send for our free brochure.

7 Kintore Drive, Great Sankey,

GENUINE US 'DOG TAGS'
AND CHAIN

Stamped with your personal details etc. £5.75 per pair.
Send your requirements (block capitals please) to
Quartermasters at the Angel, 3 Torrens St, London,
EC1V 1NQ. Tel: 01-278 9760. ’

10 £5.50
20 £8.95

Enclose cheque/PO to:

Dept M, Rose Centre Ltd,
St Andrews, Guernsey.
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SPECIALISTS IN VIDEO LIBRARY FRANCHISES

Video is enjoying an enormous

Boom. More than 1% million in use
already, increasing every day . . . and each
one potentially a prerecorded videofilm
hirer.

More than 10% of your existing
customers are already going elsewhere
for their films.

H you have 4’ of wallspace earning you
less than £500 pw then let us

show you how 1o increase profit and
turnover with the minumum of effort.

ALTERNATIVE VIEWING LTD.
P.0. Box 23, Chichester, W. Sussex, PO19 1AT
10243 806225

USE US BEFORE THE MAN NE:
DOOR DOES.

BADGES, PLAQUES AND TIES

We make only the best BLAZER BADGES in fine wires and silks at £7.82 each.
Also attractive WALL PLAQUES and CAR BADGES at £8.79 each. REGIMENTAL
TIES (Striped designs) at £3.10 each (RA FLASH £3.90). These prices include VAT
and Postage. Send SAE for Services Price list.

D. J. PARKINSON, HM Services Hand Embroiderers (Dept §), 124 Valley Drive,
Brighton BN1 5FF. Telephone Brighton (0273) 501213 during mornings only.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS
For private advertisers only, there is no charge for classified
advertising. Business ads charged as below.
Headings For Sale; General; Cars, Caravans; Houses to Let (UK);
Sits Vac; Services; Holidays; Swap Shop, etc
Cost 5p per word; minimum 10 words; up to 10 words of name,
address and telephone number for 25p.
Discounts 5% for four or more insertions (series discount)
Bookings accepted on this form only for insertion in next available
issue.

Conditions

SOLDIER 1) reserves the right to decline or cancel any advertisement without explanation;
2) accepts no responsibility for printers errors; 3) accepts no liability or responsibility for
contents of advertisement.

All correspondence to be addressed to: Classified Ads,
SOLDIER, Ordnance Road, Aldershot, Hants. GU11 2DU.

SURVIVAL BOOKS

Combat Survival illustrates combat and survival training
and tactical methods useful in similar ops, as well as
general survival conditions. Also contains rare info on
evading and silencing guard dogs, sabotage and intelli-
gence gathering. navigating under survival conditions.
and much more. Includes over 100 detailed line draw-
ings and valuable charts. Chapters cover evasion, survi-
val navigation, improvisation and escape, contacting
agents. dog evasion, wild foods, animal traps and
snares, fishing. water survival still, shelter, primitive
medicine, and other useful information. 8% x 11, soft-
cover, illus, 156 pp

£11.30 Inclusive of p. & p.

COMBAT
SURVIVAL

FM21-76: SURVIVAL, EVASION & ESCAPE The Bible of military survival manuals.
Compiled by the U.S. Army Special Warfare School, F1. Bragg. Covers all aspects ol
survival in all cimate zones. For use by the individual soldier when things go wrong

SURVIVAL: Navigation—by land, water, sun and stars. Hazards —dangerous
snakes, fish, mammals and plants. How Io capture, cook and preserve edible
plants, mammals and fish. (All ilustrated in color.) Shelter making. All aspects of
lage and concealment, breakout

and exfiltration, E & E lines.

ESCAPE: Capture and interrogation—

/ techniques and roll call cover-up. This is the official

Z @ military document—not a reprint. 6% "x4"; 431 pages;

122-page appendix detailing plants and animals in color.

Belongs in every backpack or miliary library.

- cold weather, tropic. sea and desert survival.
Z what 1o expect, whal to do. The escape plan—
£11 inclusive of p. & p.

Both titles together £20.50 inclusive of p. & p.
ACCESS and BARCLAYCARD WELCOME

THE OUTDOORSMAN’'S BOOKSTORE,
Dept. SFM, Llangorse, Brecon, Powys LD3 7UE

Telephone: Llangorse 660 (087 484)

Catalogue still 40p! - Over 900 Titles
Catalogue FREE with book order

A e e Sy NUMBER OF INSERTIONS REQUIRED .................
1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20

NAME, ADDRESS, TELEPHONE NUMBER

If you need more space, please use sheet of plain paper and attach firmly to this form

1 2 3

4 5

6 7 8

9 10

ONLY BUSINESS ADVERTISERS NEED
ENCLOSE PAYMENT

TOTAL PER INSERTION

Send to: CLASSIFIED ADS, SOLDIER,
ORDNANCE ROAD, ALDERSHOT,

....... R e ) S RDB AT B - B
NAME, ADDRESS, TEL. No. £ 025 HANTS. Ov 1 oo
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HOME HUNTER

CLASSIFIED

GOOD BUYS FOR THE MEN OF KENT

With ‘Le Crunch’, the French Golden Delicious apple, stealing British mar-
kets, BP closing down one of it’s largest refineries and the famous Royal
dockyards in Chatham facing closure, Kent has more than it’s fair share of

economic problems.

However, it isn’t all bad news, Kent’s orchards are still big business,

intercontinental traffic is setting new records and tourism, which underpins
the growth of places like Dover and Ramsgate is still increasing.
Property prices, especially in East Kent, are attractive — specially for
Servicemen and women planning to commute to Canterbury, Chatham or even
central London which is 14 hours from the coast via the M2, M20 and M25. In
Birchington for example sturdy two-up and two-down terraced houses start at
£17,500. Semis are available from £20,000 (£24,000 on the newer estates).

Bungalows are much in demand. The semi-detached variety start around .

£24,000 and the detached, £30,000.

Robert Crittenden & Ptnrs. 0843 41144.

‘Kerry Stephenson 01-439 3611/2.

These articles are prepared in con-
junction with Kerry Stephenson of
the National Homes Network. This
is a private agency with a great deal
of experience in dealing with the
special problems of the Service
Home-hunter. Kerry will be
delighted to give you any help he
can with your problem in the private
sector and can be contacted at
National Homes Network, 303
Radnor House, 93 Regent St, Lon-
don, W1R 7TE. Tel: 01-439 3611/2.

Houses for sale

Fleet, Hants. Convenient for Lon-
don, Camberley, Arborfield or
Aldershot. Modern neo-Georgian
house in good decorative order in
quiet non-estate road within ten mi-
nutes walk of station and town cen-
tre. Four bedrooms, three reception,
two bathrooms, fitted kitchen, cavity
foam insulation, double glazing, gas
CH, double garage. Pretty south-fac-
ing garden, greenhouse. £65,000 for
quick sale. 4

Lt Col (Retd) Sibbald, Bramblings,
Dunmow Hill, Fleet. Tel (02514)
28623.

Central London, Kennington. De-
lightful late Victorian terraced house
with spacious rooms in quiet street
with no parking restrictions. Situated
inside the bend of the Thames it
gives easy access to Chelsea, Victoria,
Westminster and the City. Five min-
utes walk to Vauxhall and Oval tube
stations. Fifteen minutes cycle ride to
Whitehall. The house has the advan-
tage of being suitable as a single
family home or could easily be
adapted for use as two entirely self-
contained flats. The ground floor has
two large rooms plus kitchen, bath-
room and lavatory, gas central heat-
ing system and separately metered
gas and electricity. The first and
second floors are similarly self con-

' tained with two bedrooms, two large

reception rooms, bathroom and
kitchen and another gas central heat-
ing system: again all separately me-
tered. Separate telephone facilities
also wired in. There is a well main-
tained but small garden and a spa-
cious cellar. Fitted carpets in most
rooms are included in the price of
£48,000.

Brigadier A A Dacre, c/o J C Pill-
man, 184 Broadway, Didcot, Oxon,
OX11 8RN. Tel: (0235) 812277.
Preston 3 miles south of town cen-
tre. 1939 built 3-bedroomed semi-
detached house. Bathroom, large
lounge, utility room (plumbed for
automatic washer), ‘L’ shaped dining
kitchen with french windows. Baxi
Bermuda gas fire and central heating.
Cavity wall insulation. Gardens front
and rear, not overlooked. To include
expensive carpets and curtains. A
beautiful home ready to move into.
Vacant possession. £21,950.

- Sgt J. Cross. Tel: Doncaster 4128
office hours.
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Dales cottage, approx. 20 miles Cat-
terick. Large lounge, dining/kitchen,
three bedrooms, bath/w.c. with col-
oured suite. Three storage heaters.
R.V. £83. Price £25,000 including
carpets and curtains.

Enquiries: Grainger, 45 Walpole
Avenue, Blackpool, Lancs.

Darby Green, Hants. Aldershot 25
mins, Sandhurst 15 mins. London 45
mins, M3 motorway. Spacious four
year old, four-bedroomed detached
house in well regarded residential
area. Close to all local amenities.
Comprises hall 23'8" x 5'10" with
cupboard under stairs, WC and
washbasin, coloured suite, Allibert
fittings. Fitted Kitchen 14'2" x 7'8",
2 gas points, panel for electric cook-
er. Plumbed for washing machine.
Serving hatch to dining room 134" x
10’. Separate lounge 19'9" x 12'3"
door to large coloured patio and 65’
south facing rear garden mainly to
lawn with 4 fruit trecs. Bedrooms:
11'6" x 11’ double fitted wardrobe
and storage cupboard. 11'9" x 10°3",
8'8" x 8’4", 10'2" x 7'6" max. Lux-
ury bathroom, coloured suite, 8'10”
X 6'9". i tiled, shower, tiled floor,
Allibert fittings, razor point and
light. Large airing cupboard and
storage cupboard on landing. Full
gas central heating. Detached brick
garage. Garden tap. All carpets
negotiable. Early completion re-
quired. £47,500,

Kincaid, 30 Woodbridge Road,
Darby Green, Hants. Phone Yateley
(0252) 877295.

Spacious 4-bedroomed detached
house on large corner plot, situated 6
miles south of Boston, comprising
hall, cloaks with WC and washbasin,
Targe kitchen/dining area, through
lounge/diner with feature fireplace,
bathroom and WC, integral garage,
SFCH. A detached double garage
soon to be erected as part of sale. The
property has good views over open
farmland.

Further details: Phone Sutterton 574
evenings or write to 17 Rainwall
Court, Sutterton, Boston, Lincs.
Price £29,950.

Darlington, Co Durham. Desirable
extended semi-detached house in
residential Cockerton area of Dar-
lington. Town centre five minutes,
Catterick via Al fifteen minutes.
Two double, one single bedroom.
Extensively redesigned with 18 foot
fully fitted kitchen, two reception
including extended dining roomv
lounge, modern shower. High class
security alarm. Fitted carpets
throughout. Full gas fired central
heating. Well stocked gardens front
and rear and garden shed. Must be
viewed to be fully appreciated. Price
£25,750.

Mr C H Clarke, 5 Beacon Road,
Seaford, E Sussex. Tel: (0323)
890842,

For sale

Battle of Kohima: A small number of
prints of Terence Cuneo’s painting
are still available. The painting de-
picts the moment when the 2Znd
Battalion The Dorset Regiment,
accompanied by a tank of 149 Regi-
ment, Royval Armoured Corps, and
supported by guns of 16 Field Regi-
ment, attacked the Japanese bunkers
across what had earlier been the dis-
trict commissioner’s tennis court.
Full colour prints (29" % 24" includ-
ing border) are obtainable from: Capt
"D G Lee REME, HQ 2 Armd Div
(G1/G4), BFPO 22 at a cost of £6
which includes postage. Cheques
should be made payable to the
‘GOC’s Welfare Fund’.
Autobiography ‘Winged Messenger’
Royal Signals RSM Retd 1935-1964.
Author signed dedicated 401 page
deluxe hardcover £9.30 inc post.
Cheques to:
P E A Hall, Kohima, 1030 Harrow
Road, Wembley, Middx, HA0 2QT.
01-908 0202.
Authentic military medal, badges,
wings, insignia, war surplus etc.
Canada Volunteer Service medal
1939-45 silver £10.00. American Ko-
rean Service Medal 1950-54 £5.00.
Lists airmailed £1.00 note, refund-
able with purchase.
Invicta International, 740 Gladstone,
Ottawa, Canada, K1R 6X5.
Breaking private collection of Army
badges/medals, some kit, postal only,
SSAE.

D. Williams, 3 Howlwood Close,
Tuffley, Gloucester.
Eight wooden frames of Army
badges, medals, buttons. Also other
militaria. Ideal for Public House.

Mr Robert Garnett, 42 Maryfell,
Sedbergh, Cumbria.
Army green penholder brassards
E“f:’ flap for rank. £1.50 includes P

A Henderson, 6 Thames Crescent,
Melksham, Wilts, SN12 8BH.
Custom Made Knives: Bowies,
Dirks, Fighting. Agents for Buck,
Gerber, Al Mar. Inscription Plates
and Shields: White Metal and Hall-
marked silver, engraved to your
requirements.

SAE to Peter Henry & Son, Post
House, Nine Mile Ride, Woking-
ham, Berkshire.

Holidays

Value for money holiday. Modern
licensed hotel, excellent food from
£59.00 to £69.93 weekly inclusive.
Mrs Coombs, Greyholme Hotel,
Babbacombe, Torquay, Devon. Tel:
Torquay 38229.

Isle of Wight. Small family run hotel
with good food, colour television,
lounge and bar. Central for all ameni-
ties. Phone or write for brochure.
Mount House Hotel, Arthurs Hill,
Shanklin, Isle of Wight. Shanklin
2556.

French west coast. Large luxury
holiday homes on superb site near
Royan. Safe sandy beaches. Great
value self-catering holidays.

Amigo Leisure, 4 Turnavean Road,
St Austell, Cornwall. Tel: 0726
61400.

Kent, Herne Bay. Holiday home,
four bedrooms, sleeps six, town cen-
tre near beach, fully furnished,
reasonable weekly rates available
June-Oct.

Phone Richard Bowden, Herne Bay
(02273) 5287.

Cheapest Flights to anywhere and
from anywhere and cheapest UK
departure holidays. Ry

Buccaneer Travel Bazaar, 245 High

St, Aldershot, GU12 4G. Tel: 0252
24334,
French Riviera (Frejus). Caravans —
four star site. April to September £45
to £95 per caravan per week includ-
ing site fees.

ossiter, Downsview, Kingsford
St, Mersham, Ashford, Kent.
Ashford (0233) 32928.
Isle of Wight. Up to 15% discount
for Servicemen. Self-catering flat on
the sea front. Open all year.
Mrs Hardy, Stafford House, Dudley
Road, Ventnor, IoW. Tel: Bal-
lykinler 420. ‘
Luxury 6-berth mobile home, mains
services, on excellent 3-star site 500
metres from wide sandy beaches near
Cap d’Agde, South of France.
Mrs | Kirby, 22 Moorlands, Wing,
Leighton Buzzard, Beds. .
Superb holiday apartment in
Malta available from £60 weekly
during 1982. All amenities. Send
SAE for details.
J Habgood, 82 Deverill Road, War-
minster, Wiltshire, BA12 9QT.

Cars/Caravans

1979 Ford Motorhome. 29,000 miles.
Double glazing, heater, fridge, fly-
screens, radio, ziebarting, split relay.
£5,995. Ideal winter/summer espe-

cially BAOR.
Major Pepper, IJLB, Sir John
Moore Bks, Folkestone. Tel: (0303)

39541 (Shorncliffe Mil) extn. 2241.
Matra Rancho, July 1979. LHD.
Light metallic . All usual extras
(excluding bulkhead spotlights), plus
tow-bar and electrics, stereo radio
cassette, wide wheels and tyres.
VGC. Not UKTP. £3000 ono.

Sgt Park, ACIO, Western Way,
Exeter. Tel: 0392-71553.
Tax-free Fords at lowest prices. Also
full range Peugeot and Talbot. Free
stereo (worth £220) with selected
models. Contact:
Advanced Car Exports, 171a Fortess
Road, London, NW5 2HR. 01-485
3247.

Services

Free registration available for Service
personnel wanting a ‘Nationalink’
penpal for friendship.

Contact: Clare, ‘Nationalink Forces
Offer’, PO Box 8, Plymouth. (SAE
appreciated).

100% mortgages available subject to
normal building society lending
rules.

Telephone Tadcaster 835701 or

write, David Fern (Insurance Brok-
ers) Ltd, Shann House, 49 Kirkgate,
Tadcaster, N Yorks.
Dusstamps tontinues to be the only
philatelic club for HM Forces
worldwide. For further details
Monthly Newsletter and auction list.
Captain Morris, Int & Sy GmuY:Al
Fitzjohns Ave, London, NW3 5LA.
Tel: 01 837 5034.

Wanted
RAF and Army officers’ uniforms,
caps and equipment modern and
1I. Personal papers, militafy
manuals on aircraft, law, equipment,
colour slides, aircraft. e
Anthony Runza Ltd, PO Box 140,
New Milford, NJ 07646, USA.
Private collector wishes to purchase
RMP and Guards peaked caps. RMP
shoulder badges and Guards grey
overcoat. ]
Del Pontin, Brighton 0273 691172.
Au pair wanted Madrid Sep 82 until
Summer 83. Ideal for well-educated
yr.;lung lady who wishes to learn Span-
ish.

Major Pepper, 1 JLB, Shorncliffe
Mil 0303 39541 Ext 2241.




THE ARMY’S ‘MR GYMNASTICS’, Warrant Officer 2
Jim Wilson, leaves the Service at the end of this month —
behind him will be a trail of success which will be hard to
emulate, including so many wins in Army gymnastic events

that he has lost count.

Now 43, Jim was already a
keen gymnast when he joined up
21 vears ago. His interest had
been fired at an athletics meeting
when he was 11 and saw another
youngster do a handspring.

“I had a go and could not do it.
In fact I fell flat on my back. Burt
I decided I would take it up and
it just snowballed. Later I saw
the Army display team in the
Royal Tournament on television.
At that time the Army had won
the British team championships
for 13 years in succession. It was
the Mecca for gymnastics in
Great Britain.”

So Jim joined up and was soon
in. the thick of Army competi-
tion, which at that time included
five or six British internationals.
He joined the international ranks
himself and was British team
captain for eight years. He was
British tumbling champion for
many years in a row and came
second in the world tumbling
championships in 1966.

He is also a leading judge and
coach. Some time ago he started
the Fox Gym club for girls under
the age of 16 (see picture). “With
girls it is much easier — you can
get someone to the top in three
years.” The proof of the pudding
must be in the eating for the club
now boasts three inter-
nationals and eight members of
the national squad.

Today the Army is no longer a
force on the international scene.
Jim puts this down to a number
of things. One is the manpower
cuts which have made it difficult
for gymnasts to be able to get to
centres with the right apparatus
for daily training.

In recent years too, he has
noticed less motivation and de-
dication. “In the old days if we
wanted to do something we
would find a way to do it. If it
was cold in the gym we would
still train but later gymnasts
would not do it. They want
everything on a plate. Unless
they can see a badge or an ex-
pense sheet they don’t want to
know.”

And of course civilian stan-
dards and interest have gone up
as a result of the great television
and press interest of recent
times. Jim feels this may be a bit
off-putting to would-be Army
gymnasts.

“I think the word gymnastics
tends to frighten them off. We
show so much on our television
by the top European champions.
If a young lad sees someone
doing a triple somersault he
thinks he will never be able to do
it. On the other hand, if they
televised the Army cham-
pionships, he would see things
that he could do.”

Jim is leaving a legacy for the
sport in the Army. He is co-
author of new simplified rules for
the Army championships. Now
the Olympic Six will be contested
by voluntary participation only
and the best four scores will
count.

“If you make things too diffi-
cult you don’t encourage the
novice”’, he says. “We shall also
have an Intermediate cham-
pionship plus the novice event
and a new trampoline section for
novices.”

Offers have poured in for his
services since he announced that

SOLDIER SPORT

he was leaving the Army. He will
probably go to Hong Kong to
become the Crown Colony’s
gymnastics coach. But first he
has to take a look at an offer from
Capada ... .

Of his Army lif¢Be Says: “It’s
been fantastic. I'd love to do it all
again. [ don’t think I would have
got where I am today if I had
stayed in my home town and not
joined the PT Corps.”

IRISH
ROPE
TRICK

THE THREE YEAR REIGN of
50 Missile Regiment RA as tug
of war champions ended finally
when they failed even to make
the semi-final in the 640 kilo
competition at the 1982 outdoor
championships. But they had
some compensation in retaining
the 560k trophy.

4 UDR (pictured) won the
heavier competition against 26
Field Regiment in a final that
was really an anti-climax after a
punishing semi between 26 and
the Military Corrective Training
Centre (MCTC).

The first semi between 40
Field Regiment and 4 UDR was
over in two pulls, but the second
was a desperately close contest

going to three pulls, the first
lasting a marathon three minutes
15 seconds. After the second pull
the teams were equal and no-one
dared predict the result, but in
the third 26 gave a concerted last
burst and MCTC collapsed.
Sportingly the MCTC coach,
Sergeant Les Charlton said after-
wards: “the best team won, but
I'm very pleased with the way

this team pulled”. He attributed
26’s victory to a younger average
age and more training.

When the exhausted 26 met 4
UDR twelve minutes later, they
put up a token resistance, but the
Irishmen, who were 20k under
weight, pulled the remaining life
out of the valiant 26.

A delighted 4 UDR: coach,
WO2 Victor Beatty said: ‘We

only came third last year, but
we’ve been training for three
months on and off and we
thought we had a chance.”
Captain Ray Newell, 26’s
coach was not so happy, particu-
larly as there was no runners’-up
trophy. “It’s disgraceful’”’, he
said, “I’ll have to buy one out of
my own pay!” After such a fight
he had the spectators’ sympathy.
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~ bone in his hand.

_two minutes.”

~ MASTER PLASTER BLASTER

~ Junior Lance-Corporal Darryl Cameron, from the RAOC
- College, Blackdown, won the inter-unit 800 metres despite
~ running with his left arm in plaster having broken a small

- Darryl took two minutes four seconds and went on to win
. the individual 800 metres title next day as well. He told
~ SOLDIER: “Before this I had a thinner plaster and if I had
~ had that one on today I think I might have done it in under

" CHIPPER
CHEPSTOW

TWO SEVENTEEN-YEAR-
OLD PACE BOWLERS ripped
through the Princess Marina
College, Arborfield, batting to

‘* ensure that the Army Junior

Cricket trophy went back across
the Severn Bridge to Chepstow
for the first time since 1977.

Apprentice Electrician Mark
McFarthing ended with the in-
credible figures of five wickets
for four runs while his colleague,
the gangling Apprentice Survey
Photographic Technician Richard
Marundale, shot out four
batsmen for only seven runs.

Chepstow had batted first and
were soon in trouble with three
wickets down for only three
runs. Only a ninth wicket stand
of 30 took them to a moderate
score of 63 all out.

Man respansible for the dam-
age was Arborfield’s A/T Cpl
Robert Mullen, who took six
wickets for 14 — including a
hat-trick. Robert, a medium pace
seam bowler, had won the Army
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JUNIOR ATHLETICS

Runaway win
by Harrogate

AAC HARROGATE SWEPT to first place in the 1982 Junior Army
Inter-Unit (Major) Athletics Championships ending 15) points
ahead of their closest rival, Princess Marina College, Arborfield.

Harrogate’s strength lay in the
field events where they came first
in the pole vault, triple jump,
discus and shot. They picked up
a lot of points in the relays too,
coming second in both the 100m
and 400m as well as the 400m
hurdles. Pipping them at the post
in the first two events and also in
the 2000m steeplechase was
Arborfield, who came second
with 102} points.

There was disappointment in
the final placings for the JLR
RAC who came first in no less
than five events — 110m hur-
dles, 200m relay, 800m relay,
high jump and long jump. But
they disappointed in most other
events, coming second in only
one, javelin. In the 100m relay
disqualification for handing over
the baton beyond the mark final-
ly put paid to their chances of
coming third. .

A/T Tim Eggat, PMC, contri-
buted well to his team’s final
position by achieving the highest
individual distance of over six
metres in the long jump. Eggat
also won the triple jump in both
the team and Individual Cham-
pionships (held the following
day).

The Minor

Units Cham-

pionships was a much closer
fought contest with AAC RAOC
and the Junior Para Coy battling

junior javelin title a week earlier
and clearly has a strong right
arm. Before joining up he had a
trial with Lancashire.

But Arborfield hopes were
short lived. No batsman
appeared to have any answer to
the pace of McFarthing and Mar-
tindale and they were out in less
than an hour for only 22. Of
these, eight were extras and most
of the others came from snicks.

Mark McFarthing sends another Arborfield wicket flying.

So ended a quick match on the
Royal Officers’ Club ground at
Aldershot, where the Army used
to entertain the Australian tour-
ists before the war. In fact it was
so ahead of tme that Major-
General Bill Withall, President of
Army and Combined Services
cricket, had not arrived to pre-
sent the awards and Colonel Roy
Brennan, the cricket- secretary,
had to act as substitute.

for first place. The RAOC
squeezed ahead at the end with
46|poin[s against Junior Para’s
45},

The field referee WO2 Derek
Old was not pleased when the
Paras turned up at the stadium
nearly two hours after the start!
But they did well to reach second
place having missed some of the
earlier events.

The RAOC came first in six
events, including a good per-
formance from App Gary Craw-
ford who easily won the high
jump with a height of 1.80m.
Bucked by this success he hopes
to concentrate on the high jump.

No records were broken at the
Inter-Unit Championships but in
the Individuals Sapper Stephen
Lyons broke the pole vault re-
cord with a height of 4.01m.
Stephen, who is also senior Army
champion, is the son of Captain
Peter Lyons, the national pole
vault coach.

Results — Major units: /st AAC
Harrogate 118 pts; 2nd PMC
Arborfield 102) pts; 3rd AAC
Chepstow 99%; 4th FLR RAC 98;
Sth JLR RA, Bramcote 80}; 6th
JLR RE 64).

Minor units: Ist AAC RAOC 46
pts; 2nd Funior PARA Coy 453;
3rd Junior Regt R Sigs 33%; 4th
AAC RAMC 22; 5th AAC
RAPC 16.

The home team, the Junior
Guards, won this year’s major
units swimming utle at Pir-
bright. They notched up 75
points followed by AAC Chep-
stow with 65. The minor units
winners were the RAOC Appren-
tices College, Blackdown. Only
two teams entered the water polo
championships — AAC Harro-
gate beating Blackdown 11-0.

* * *
Lieutenant-General Sir Edward
Burgess- has been appointed
President of the Army FA in
place of Lieutenant-General Sir
James Wilson, who becomes a
Vice-President.

* * *

The Army cricket team suffered
two heavy defeats against county
second teams. Against Essex the
county side notched up 207-3
declared with Smith getting a
century. Sgt Steve Dove-Dixon
with 42 was top scorer in the
Army’s 104 reply. Against Sur-
rey the Army could only muster
72 and the professionals knocked
these off for only three wickets.
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Army still secd best

— but RAF don’t have
it all their own way

THE ARMY ATHLETICS ASSOCIATION is wondering what it
will take to shift the Royal Air Force from the number one position
in Inter-Services Athletics. The Army came off second best yet
again this year at Aldershot as the RAF took their 18th Cham-

pionships in a row.

Before the points started to
mount up the new Army team
captain, Sergeant ‘Aki’ Akabusi
was confident of an Army win
and said the RAF would be fin-
ally toppled this year. He was
wrong, but his predictions of
Army superiority in certain
events proved he knew where his
team’s strength lay.

The Army got off to a good
start in the hammer event with
Sapper Mark Sterling and
Sergeant Ken Bodger taking first
and second places. The only
other field event to be won by the
Army men’s team was the shot.
The giant WOl (ASM) Eric
Ricketts in this his last year in
the Army putted a distance of
15.09m, one centimetre less than
his last year’s win. Second was
Sergeant Dawson who managed a
personal best of 14.27m.

Over the sprints the Army
were good, but not quite good
enough to push the points up
into a challenging position. In
the 800 metres Private ‘Spider’
Deverill equalled last year’s win-

Hot shots

GURKHAS TOOK the first
three positions in this year’s
Army Rifle Championship at
Bisley. Best of all was Cor-
poral Dharmendra Gurung
of the 6th Gurkha Rifles,
from Hong Kong (above)
who scored 893 points out of
a possible 970. Second, only
14 points behind, was Rifle-
man Krishna Bahadur (1/2
GR) and third Sgt Minbaha-
dur Gurung (1/2 GR).

Leading non-Gurkha was
17-year-old Private M Bent
of 1 Para, who finished
fourth with 871 points. Bent
took the award for young
soldiers and scored an im-
pressive 190 in the Army 100
Cup. Young Officer cham-
pion was 2 Lt R M Kelly of 8
UDR with 799 points.

SALLY DANIELL
reports on the

Inter-Services
athletics

ning time of lm 52.6s and was
way out in front in the last
straight. “I looked behind me
before the bend and saw they
were close, so I just went ahead
but no-one came with me!”

Lance Bombadier Paul Search-
well improved on the Royal
Navy’s winning time last year
with a time of 53.8s in the 400
metres hurdles, with the RAF
just one hundredth of a second
behind.

But in the longer distances,
where the RAF have runners of
international class, the Army
could make little impact
although Captain Richard Hezlet
did gain third place in the
steeplechase. Army champion,
Captain Glen Grant, could only
finish fifth in the 1500 metres
which was won by Flight Lieute-
nant Julian Goater in a new re-
cord time of 3m 42s.

The young Sapper Stephen
Lyons, the Army pole-vault
champion, took second place in
his event with team mate Cor-
poral Fred Barnes third, both
managing a personal best of
4.10m.

And although the Army were
long resigned to second place
overall, they ended the day with
a morale-boosting win in the 4 X
400 metres relay, Sgt Akabusi
storming home well clear on the
last leg.

The Army women earned vic-
tories in five events. Corporal
Maggie Allerton finished an easy
winner in the 800 metres while
Private Cheryl Castle took the
100m hurdles but in a slower
time than her record-breaking
1981 win. Lance Corporal Phyllis
Hylton, who recently broke the
Army record, won the long jump
and there were victories in the
shot and discus for Major Liz
Elliot and Corporal Karen
Turnbull.

Pictures by

ANDY BURRIDGE

Capt Fl:chatd Hezlet

led steeplechase but finished third.

53



ZIMBABWE NATIONAL ARMY

Vacancies exist in the Zimbabwe National
Army for retired and retiring qualified
Officers, Warrant Officers and Senior Non
Commissioned Officers in the posts listed
below. Recruitment will be on the basis of a
three year contract with possible renewal at the end of the
initial tour. Contract terms include:

The sending home each month of up to
33!/s per cent of gross monthly salary.

Return airfare for the successful candidate
and dependants.

Trade and Professional Allowances.
Annual Bonus.
Free medical and dental treatment.

Generous local leave and other attractive
benefits.

Upper age limit is 50. Posts available are:

Major/ Transport Officers. Essential wide experience
Captain: as MTO with Transport Regiment. Desirable
PSC or LTC qualified.

WOI: Master Driver capable of instructing.
WO02’s/ Master Drivers or QTO. Desirable completed
S Sgt: HGV Driving Instructor's Course.

Written applications, giving full details of experience and
qualifications, should be addressed to:

The Defence and Military Adviser
Zimbabwe High Commission
Zimbabwe House

429 Strand

London WC 2R OSA

i e




You won’t believe

our new low
CONTINENTAL
PRICES
until you see
them in print.

Our recent negotiations with manufacturers
mean that right now Natocars of Bridgwater can
offer some of the lowest Tax Free prices in
Furope, exclusive to H. M Forces stationed in
Europe or the U.K.

No need to await your posting - you can enjoy
your new Tax Free car for up to 12 months before
leaving the U.K. And, to add to your security,
Natocars offer a first class premature
repatriation and cancellation of posting scheme -
details in our guide.

It will also tell you about the unique specialised §
service, developed over 16 years, that makes ‘
Natocars number one with thousands of H.M.
Forces car buyers:-

Widest make and model range @Genuine part-
exchange ®Free additional equipment for BFG
registration in Germany @Confidential Credit
Facilities - repayments up to 48 months
@Specialists in Insurance ®Rush order
service ® Round the clock delivery - anywhere,
anytime @Free ferry ticket scheme

® Used car scheme ®New cars for R | 1
tax paid use Please send me
the Natocars guide to Tax free cars.

Whichever you choose, choose Name l
Natocars because we will make your l
new car purchase a trouble free l Eigh
and enjoyable experience. I Present Address I

Sending for the guide will _ 1
cost you a stamp. Tt could cost [] Car for usein (Country) |
a lot more to buy elsewhere! g Delivery Date (approx) 814 ‘I

Tick boxes for details: '

l Peugeot[]Talbot[ JFord [ ] Vauxhall[ ] BL Cars: Austin[]
NATOCA Rs Morris[] Triumph[] Rover[] Daimler[] Jaguar []
Motor Caravans[ ] Used Cars[ ] Trade-In []

N OF BRIDGWATER I.------------.I

.| Wylds Estate - Bristol Road - Bridgwater - Somerset - TA6 4DG - Tel: Bridgwater (0278) 86868 - Telex: 46288
To telephone direct from Germany dial 0044-278-565565 el
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