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Sleepmg bags
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standards

Ajungilak of Norway have been making sleeping bags to NATO Other models in the range
specifications for many years. Using that experience we have developed are the 3 season - Nordic
a range of sleeping bags specifically for UK weather conditions. and the Nordic Summer.

The Nordic NATO Winter is the warmest bag, comfortable to
-7°C yet only weighing c.1700 gm.

Designed to the
brief of John Bull §
of Catterick the
Optima and the
Optima Lite are the
compact fightweight

centre zip bag. All these
bags are delivered in a

special green stuff sack with
re-inforced end caps.

Green Products from Ajungilak
available from: John Buill,
Catterick, Expedition Kit Direct,
Fulham and all major outdoor
retailers
Further information is available
from the Ajungilak website:

- - www.ajungilak.co.uk
Expedition Kit Ltd Unit 6D, Farm Lane Trading Centre, 101 Farm Lane, London SW61QJ Tel: 0207 381 8398 Fax: 0207 381 9769
John Bull Military Clothing 17 Hildyard Row, Catterick Garrison, North Yorkshire DL9 4DH Tel: 01748 833614
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SPECIAL REPORT

EU military capability wh

A small military staff team, led by a British
major general, has been at the heart of
the process to design a military capability
for Europe up to corps-level operations

A SMALL team under British Maj Gen
Graham Messervy-Whiting set out last
year to design a European Union military
capability.

Their mission was to develop an EU
military staff with an initial operating
capacity by early 2001 and a full capabili-
ty by late 2001.

They also had to draw together all
aspects of the functions, size, shape, pro-
cedures and support requirements of the
EU military staff.

Put simply, their brief was to design a
staff capability to assist the EU Council to
exercise the political control and strategic
direction of what are known as Peters-
berg-type operations.

They fall into five main categories, on a
potentially worldwide basis:

® Evacuation (normally of non-mili-
tary personnel);

® Disaster relief;

® Humanitarian assistance;

@ Traditional peacekeeping;

® Other types of peace-support opera-
tions.

The EU military staff will not be
involved in operational-level planning.
That will normally be done by national
headquarters (such as PJHQ North-

wood) or by multinational HQs (such as

Nato’s Supreme Headquarters Allied"

Powers Europe (SHAPE)).

With 100 personnel, the EU military
staff will be about half the size of Nato’s
international equivalent, and will include
about ten from the British Armed Forces,
drawn from all three Services.

It will not compete with Nato, which

would be involved in different types of

operations in different places.

Working with experts from the member
states and Nato, Gen Messervy-Whiting’s
team looked at different scenarios within
the framework of Petersberg tasks to
define the generic forces required to cope
with them.

The general structure of what is known
as the Helsinki Headline Catalogue
(HHC) includes capabilities in:

® Land, sea, and air;

@ Strategic transport;

® Command, control, communica-
tions, and intelligence;

@ Reconnaissance and surveillance in
the operational area.

Next step was for member states to
make initial offers of force contributions.
These were collected on a database, the
Helsinki Force Catalogue (HFC), and

Front man: Maj Gen Graham Messervy-
Whiting, pictured, was selected in March
last year by European Union Secretary
General Dr Javier Solana to head the
European Union’s interim military staff

compared with the Headline Catalogue.
At a conference on November 20,
Defence Ministers made their official
offers of forces. There

5 were no big sur-
g.&-z'c a0

\What:

AT a summit in Helsinki a year ago, EU
member states committed themselves
to what became known as the Helsinki
Headline Goal.

They set themselves a deadline of
2003 to be able to deploy rapidly and
sustain forces capable of the full range
of Petersberg tasks in operations up to
corps-level (up to 15 brigades or
50,000-60,000 troops).

These forces would be militarily self-
sustaining with the necessary com-
mand, control and intelligence
capabilities, logistics, other combat

=

‘Helsinki goal set 2003 deadline

support services, and air and naval ele-
ments as required.

They would be able to deploy in full at
this level within 60 days, and within this
timescale be able to provide smaller
rapid-response elements available and
deployable at very high states of readi-
ness.

They would have to be able to sustain
a deployment for at least one year, a
stipulation which would require a pool
of deployable units — and supporting
elements — at lower readiness to pro-
vide replacements for the initial forces.

prises; most were roughly along the lines
of the provisional offers which were made
previously.

For land forces, the EU team said it
would probably need a total reservoir of
about 21 brigades of all types to carry out
the full range of Petersberg operations.
Member states actually offered a pool of
about 23.

Britain, as reported in Soldier (Dec),
has made up to 12,500 troops available in
addition to 18 warships and up to 72
combat aircraft.

Topics which remain to be tackled in
more detail include sustainability, readi-
ness, and logistic requirements.

Another challenge will be to fill short-
falls, mainly in the strategic area (strategic
sea and air transport, strategic intelli-
gence collection assets, command and
control assets) as well as in the tactical

field, which includes combat search-and-
rescue, suppression of enemy air defence,
precision-guided munitions to limit col-
lateral damage at the upper end of the
Petersberg spectrum, and medical capa-
bilities for humanitarian operations at the
other end.

Members also presented a list of
national and multinational plans and pro-
jects which may help fill some of the gaps.

Work will go on to identify other ways
to plug the holes, such as refining nation-
al contributions, contracting from com-
mercial sources and turning to Nato
assets and capabilities.

Although the European Union should
be able to conduct the full range of
Petersberg tasks by its target date of 2003,
a number of capabilities, both in quality
and quantity, need to be improved to fully
achieve the intent of the Headline Goal.

How™?

Quick questions,
short answers

Are we creating a European Army?
No. It's a menu of quick-reaction forces

from which we could draw for a particular

Petersberg-type operation.

Is the EU going to be a competitor
to Nato ?

No, The EU will be using only a well-
defined set of quick-reaction forces to do
mainly different sorts of things in different
sorts of places.

Will there be additional exercise
commitments?

Not as far as troops on the ground are
concerned. There will be some additional
exercises over the next few years but these
will be mainly to practise ambassadors and
generals in crisis-management procedures,

Existing and planned national exercises
involving troops may also be adapted to
take account of an EU dimension.

Will we all have to speak a foreign
language?

No. Inside our units, we will all be using
our mother tongues.

Will we lose our cap badges?

No. As in Nato, we may well wear EU
name badges in headquarters and EU
shoulder flashes, in due course, in the field.

How does the US

feel about the EU’s
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The main institutions of the EU are the:
® European Council
@ The Council, supported by the
Secretary General/High Representative
(currently Dr Javier Solana, former
Secretary General of Nato) and his
team

The European Council is the highest
body in the EU and consists of heads
of state or government of the member
states and the President of the :
Commission. Normally, it meets at the
end of each six-monthly presidency.

The Council is the EU’s decision-

making body. :
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military plans?

BILL COHEN, Defense
Secretary in the outgoing
administration, has made
clear his fundamental
support for the European
Defence initiative.

® Commission N\ Ges
N\t Speaking in Brussels, he

@ European Parliament %* 2 said he wanted it done in a

@ Court of Auditors | :, way that strengthened Nato.

@ Court of Justice Defence Secretary Geoff

Hoon responded: “We are
determined to strengthen
the European pillar of the
Alliance in order to
strengthen Nato as a whole.
This is in the interests of
Nato, of Europe and of the
United Kingdom.”
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WE have made a few changes in this
issue of Soldier, freshening-up the
design and re-grouping some of the
content into colour-coded sections.
Our new Update section, from this
page to Page 15, brings you up to
speed on the news that's important
to you, illustrated with the month’s
best photographs. We also continue
keep you in the picture on what is
being said and written about the
Army in Parliament and the press,
now in two separate columns —
Under Big Ben and Paper Talk.
TALKBACK
Our editorial comment, Soldier to
soldier, moves from Page 3 to a new
Talkback section (Pages 67-70),
where it joins Home Truths from Sue
Bonney; the soldiers’ opinion
survey, Vox pop; and your letters.
We have added to our armoury of
incisive cartoonists by recruiting
the popular Piscator, who takes up a
new slot (Page 67) on the Mail pages
in association with an Army Benev-
olent Fund competition.
COMPETITIONS
Meanwhile, Freeze-frame, our
challenge to humorous caption-writ-
ers, moves to a new Competitions
page (Page 45) which it shares with
Frank Finch’s ever-popular £100
teaser, How Observant Are You?
The Soldier Sport section (Pages
38-43) continues to bring you by far
the best and most comprehensive
Army coverage; Update Extra
(Pages 56-59) includes the Diary
and Museum features, as well as an
expanded Bulletin Board; and
Books and Wheels join up to kick
off a new Leisure section (Pages 61-
63).

The aim is to make the magazine
voted the best in its class in Britain
in 2000 even more reader-friendly in
2001. Happy New Year!

Farewell: The Army’s last Challenger 1 main
battle tank leaves the Tidworth camp of The
King's Royal Hussars on its way to March-
wood Military Port, from where it will be
shipped to Jordan. The tank entered service
in 1983 during the height of the Cold War and

quickly became the heavyweight workhorse
of the British Army of the Rhine. It proved
itself to be a battie-winner in the Gulf in 1991,
provided reassurance to British troops in the
Balkans and spearheaded Nato's entry into
Kosovo. The KRH is to convert to Challenger 2.

Courts-martial role
for WOs in new Bill

CHANGES to the procedures for the trial
and punishment of offences under the Ser-
vice Discipline Acts are proposed in the
Armed Forces Bill outlined in the Queen’s
Speech.

They include extending the scope for
dealing summarily with offences allegedly
committed by officers and extending eligi-
bility for courts-martial membership to war-
rant officers.

Main purpose of the Bill is to renew the
Army and Air Force Acts 1955 and the
Naval Discipline Act 1957 for a further five
years, but the five-yearly Bill also gives Par-
liament an opportunity to update Services’
legislation.

Propgsals in the Bill, which would bring
Service procedures more closely into line
with those in the civilian system, include
allowing the Attorney General to ask a
higher court to review court martial sen-
tences that seem too lenient, a process
already available in respect of crown court
sentences; clarifying the powers of Service

—
IN BRIEF

® Marshal Igor Sergeyev, the Russian
Defence Minister, and Defence Secretary
Geoff Hoon signed a programme of co-opera-
tion during the marshal’s visit to the UK.

@® Marconi has been chosen as the pre-
ferred supplier for the Army’s Bowman per-
\sonal role radio, which, to speed delivery, has

been separated from the main
Bowman reqguirement. The radio
should be in service by the end of
the year.

@ Lt Gen Alistair Irwin, late
Black Watch, right, succeeded
Lt Gen Sir Hew Pike as General
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courts to compel the production of evidence
or the attendance of witnesses; and creating
a power for Service courts to make orders as
1O COSLS.

Also significant will be the establishment
of procedures for the exercise of powers of
entry and seizure in the course of investiga-
tions under the Service Discipline Acts.

Other changes under the Bill will include
allowing warrant officers to sit on courts-
martial, where the accused is of subordinate
rank; introducing powers to allow testing for
alcohol or drugs after accidents in Service
environments; and seeking secondary legis-
lation which would help Service procedures
to keep in step with future, relevant changes
in the civilian criminal justice system.

Another main change will be an extension
of the jurisdiction of the MoD Police to
increase their ability to assist the civilian
police. Following a First Reading in Decem-
ber, it is hoped the Bill will become law later
this year.

@ Parliamentary digest — Page 12

Officer Commanding Northern Ire-
land on December 6. Gen Pike
has retired after 40 years' service.

@ Sappers from 516 Specialist
Team RE, based at Chilwell, pro-
vided fuel to keep the RAF airborne
during an exercise in Cyprus.

-

Picture: Sgt Richard Dawson RLC




UPDATE

Corimec blaze
highlights fire
hazard facing
Bosnia troops

A FIREMAN, below, kicks in the door of a
Corimec unit, similar to those used by Ser-
vicemen in the Balkans as temporary accom-
modation, during a safety trial at Banja
Luka, Bosnia.

Three recent fire incidents at the Banja
Luka Metal Fac-

tory base used by
the British-led
Multinational
Division (South
West) had con-
vinced Col Simon
Hall, Deputy
Commander
British Forces,
that the demon-
stration was essential. It took just six min-
utes for the Corimec to become a cauldron
of heat and poisonous smoke, highlighting
the need for urgent action if a fire is discov-
ered.

John Simons, Fire Services Assistant Divi-
sional Officer at Banja LLuka, said a number
of incidents in England had involved
polyurethane foam panels, of which
Corimecs are constructed. None of the units
in use by British forces in the Balkans had
been fire-tested.

“We tried to convey the dangers that exist
if a Corimec catches fire,” he said. “Particu-
larly from the thick, toxic smoke, which will
kill you if you inhale it.”

He said the smoke detector would sound
30 seconds after the fire had started. “If you
respond quickly enough you will survive.
Get out and get the fire brigade out, and
make sure everyone in close proximity to the
fire has been warned,” he said.

Driving force . ..

Hotseat: Defence Secretary Geoff Hoon sam-
ples the driving seat of a Challenger 2 of Sen-
nelager-based The Queen's Royal Hussars

during a visit to Germany.  Picture: Sgt Giles Penfound

Take one: Maj Mark Baines, R Signals,
and members of 101 Logistic Brigade HQ
and Signal Squadron, parade at Alder-
shot with the Wilkinson Sword of Peace
special award presented to them in
recognition of their humanitarian work
among refugees during the early stages

of the Kosovo crisis. The presentation
was made to Maj Baines, officer com-
manding the squadron, by Procurement
Minister Baroness Symons.

Brig Malcolm Wood, commander 101
Log Brigade, said the unit’s efforts had
prevented an even greater catastrophe.

Picture: Steve Dock

Picture: North News, Middlesbrough

Take two: Lt Col Mike Griffiths, command-
ing officer of The 1st Battalion, The King's
Own Royal Border Regiment, proudly dis-
plays the two Wilkinson Swords of Peace
which the battalion has won during a pre-
sentation parade at Bourlon Barracks at
Catterick. The unprecedented second

award to 1 KORBR, announced in Soldier
(October), was in recognition of its work
in Macedonia during the refugee crisis in
1999. Lt Col Griffiths said the Sword of
Peace was a fitting tribute to the efforts of
his soldiers. The battalion has recently
returned from another tour in the Balkans.

Services could get

rail compensation

SERVICE personnel whose travel has
been disrupted by the current difficul-
ties on UK railways may be able to claim
compensation for the MoD,

Claims should be submitted by travel
co-ordinators to the rail operating com-
panies if they failed to provide a service
during the exceptional disruption
between October 15 and November 11.

Claims outside that period may also be
valid. Claims should always be made if
first-class seats are not available for
individuals holding first-class tickets.
Successful claims will be credited to
units. Derails are set out in DCI Gen
117/00. For further advice, contact the
Defence Transport and Movements
Agency on Andover Mil (94391) 5464.

Posted?
Have an
extra day
off on
the Army

IN A move designed to reduce the turbulence faced by
Army families moving between theatres, eligibility for
a day’s relocation leave has been extended to personnel
posted within the UK, with effect from January 1. It will
be an automatic part of posting orders, so that all per-
sonnel - including singles — will report on a Tuesday.

The relocation day, which will not be deducted from
the individual’s annual leave allowance, is regarded as
a mandatory minimum, although commanders have
discretion to grant additional leave.

Sierra Leone commander
befriends blind children

BRIG David Richards, commander
of British Forces in Sierra Leone, has
visited the Milton Magrai School for
the Blind, close to defence headquar-
ters in Freetown.

Brig Richards has shown a keen
interest in supporting the school,
which provides education for more
than 100 children born blind or blind-
ed by Sierra Leone’s civil war.

The school, which teaches its pupils
to read and type in brail, is in urgent
need of support to continue its work.

Meanwhile, the number of British
troops in the country is being reduced
from more than 600 to about 400 (see
Parliamentary column, Page 12).

CENSUS: Contact numbers for jobs
with the national census on April 29 are
0845 306 2001 for England and Wales,
and 0131 314 4279 or 4324 for Scotland.

A
Support: Brig Richards Picture: Sgt Shaun Lewis

@ A specialist tri-Service team from the
Joint Air Transport Evaluation Unit
(JATEU), RAF Brize Norton, helped recov-
er a Royal Navy Merlin helicopter which
crashed into the sea near the Isle of Skye in
October. Parts of the fuselage had been
washed ashore onto a small island inacces-

\sible to anything other than a helicopter.

® Six soldiers from York-based 2 Signal
Regiment at Imphal Barracks completed
-eight basic physical fitness assessment
tests in 24 hours to raise £1,000 for
MENCAP, one of the Lord Mayor of York's
chosen charities.

® A £100 million contract for the Cor-

fm Il I i __\

morant advanced communications net-
work has been awarded to Nortel Networks
GPS(D) of Newport, Wales..

The air transportable system will be used
by the Joint Rapid Reaction Force for com-
mand and control over Royal Navy, Army
and Royal Air Force units deployed any-
where in the world.

@® Gen Sir Mike Jackson, C-in-C Land
Command, has congratulated the Services
following the training of 1,000 Royal Navy,
Army and Royal Air Force personnel to
drive civilian tankers in the eight weeks
before an anticipated fuel strike in Novem-
ber. As the threat of action receded, the mil-
itary stood down.
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MY DAY JOB

Have case,
will travel

Another in our series looking
at what occupies TA soldiers
when they're not in uniform

STORIES highlighting the number of illegal
immigrants and asylum seekers entering
Britain are a staple diet of the media, writes
Ray Routledge.

So what happens to those who have to be
repatriated? Jenny Smith, a major in the Terri-
torial Army, knows part of the story because in
civvy street she escorts them back to where
they came from.

Maj Smith joined the TA in 1990. She served
in the Gulf in her professional capacity as a
nurse, and later with 220 Field Ambulance in
Maidstone, before transferring to the training
team at Shorncliffe, near Folkestone, where
she works as an instructor. She found time to
serve in Bosnia for nine months during 1999,
working with media ops units in Split and Banja
Luka.

Her civvy nursing career took an upward
turn when she moved out of the operating the-
atre to work in air ambu-
lances, flying injured and
ill British holidaymakers
home from all over the
world.

Caught by the travel
bug, she changed
careers and has for the
past four years flown the
globe for a small Alder-
shot-based company
with a Home Office con-
tract to escort detainees
for repatriation.

Things can move fast
so she has to be ready to
fly at two hours’ notice.

“Most of those we
escort are illegal immi-
grants or failed asylum-
seekers,” she explained.
“They've arrived in the
UK to claim asylum but
the tribunals have found against them. lllegal
immigrants are usually those who have arrived
with false passports.”

Whatever the reason for repatriation, when
detainees are returned home they have to be
escorted by at least two people. “Often we
arrive in a country, hand over the person, and
depending on the flight plans, fly straight back
on the same aircraft,” she said.

The job is not without its difficulties. Spitting,
biting and verbal abuse come with the territory
and she is trained in control and restraint.

“We like to try to build a rapport with people
first. We are there to help them, not to cause
them bother. The TA training helps, particularly
in talking to people and controlling situations.
And my medical background helps, too.”

As for her future in the TA, she's content to
stay put. “I am really happy and plan to finish
my career with the training team,” she said.

Ready for the off:
Maj Jenny Smith

Calling TA soldiers: If you have an unusual
civvy job we'd like to hear from you.
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Picture: Steve Dock

Lee’s richer...
and healthier

It's worth giving up: Capt Lee Hendricks
receives a cheque for £1,000 from Doreen
Mcintyre, chief executive of the national No
Smoking Day campaign. He was entered in
the Army’s no-smoking drive last March by
his fiancée, Liz, and succeeded in quitting
completely.

Liz gave up at the same time and the
couple used the money to pay for their wed-

ding in Sri Lanka just before Christmas.
The “Quit and Win” campaign is held every
two years, so the next one will be run on
March 14, 2002. It will build on the success
of the 2000 push.

Any units who would like details of the
Army’s No Smoking Day 2001 should get in
touch with Lt Col Ricky Bhabutta on Alder-
shot Mil (94222) 5337 or civ 01252 340337.

ulford honours
Kiwi connection

AN annual march-and-shoot
competition staged by a Bul-
ford-based unit keeps alive
the memory of Kiwi soldiers
stationed in the area during
the First World War.

Troops from 249 Signal
Squadron (Allied Command
Europe Mobile Land Force)
compete for the Kiwi Trophy,
a wood carving of the bird
presented to the squadron by
the New Zealand Army in
1981.

A giant outline of a kiwi cut
into the chalky side of a hill
above Bulford Camp is maintained by sol-
diers from 249 Squadron.

Traditionally the trophy is awarded to
the winner by a member of the New
Zealand High Commission, and this year
the Defence Attaché, Brig Rick Ottoway,

. did the honours. While in Bulford he col-
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On target: Winning time
for Cpl Shaun Keightley

lected a few pieces of chalk
from the hillside kiwi to take
home with him. “I suspect my
grandfather was one of the
soldiers who chipped away at
it all those vears ago,” he said.

His grandfather, Pte
Richard Finn, of the 1st Bat-
talion, The Canterbury Regi-
ment, was based there at the
end of the war.

Every member of the
squadron has to compete,
tabbing 22km with a 30Ib
pack and firing ten shots on
the range. Each dropped shot
invokes a time penalty. Heavy rain had
made the course hard-going. Cpl Shaun
Keightley REME, from the squadron’s
light aid detachment, finished in Z2hr
30min 27sec to win the coveted kiwi.
Although not the fastest, he made up time
by hitting the target with every shot.

Utility sappers
show versatility

UTILITIES specialists recruited from
industry refurbished a pipeline, removed
redundant fuel tanks and made improve-
ments to a sullage plant in Gibraltar
during their first technical training camp.

The 22 Territorial Army soldiers, all
serving with the newly-formed 509 Spe-
cialist Team Royal Engineers Utilities —
509 STRE Uty for short — work for major
UK companies involved in oil, gas, water,
power generation and engineering.

Tasks facing 509 include the design
and build of a 250m-lift permanent water
supply to an observation post and electri-
cal upgrading work for the United
Nations in Cyprus.

® A two-man team from 1 KOSB won
Cyprus’s Exercise Trackmaster 2000 dri-
ving and navigation event in competition
with 14 other Service entries.

Here comes
Charlie...

One to watch: Units should by now have
received the latest Charlie Charlie One
video, which features Exercise Iron Eagle at
BATUS, Canada, three Paras involved in the
rescue of hostages in Sierra Leone, plus a
round-up of Army sport and news.

And there is also a competition to win an
Army mountain bike by answering three
questions arising from the video. Answers
have to be with SO3 DCC(A), Room 0368,
MoD Main Building, London SW1A 2HB by
February 28. Your answers may also be
posted on the Charlie Charlie One page of the
Army website, found at www.army.mod.uk




Under Big Ben

A digest of what's being said on
Army matters in Parliament

Drive to upgrade
families’ housing

IN its drive to modernise Service families’
accommodation in the UK, the Defence Hous-
ing Executive is on target to complete 30,000
upgrades to standard 1 at a cost of about £68
million this financial year.

The DHE aims to bring most of its core
housing stock up to the standard required
within five years, and Defence Under-Secre-
tary Dr Lewis Moonie said he would strive to
accelerate this programme.

“l have recently seen accommodation in
some barracks in which | was ashamed to
think of our Armed Forces personnel being
housed,” he told MPs.

® See DHE update in the next issue

Flood aid: Between October 30 and Novem-

ber 14, members of the Armed Forces from

60 units provided help for flood victims across
the United Kingdom.

Porton Down: The MoD
intends to approach
“with openness and a
commitment to dialogue”
claims of Porton Down
volunteers who say their
participation in nuclear
and biological testing left
them in ill-health. Any
information which may
be of help to the volun-
teers will be made avail-
able and full co-
operation will be given to
an ongoing Wiltshire
Police inquiry into trials.

Medical Services: The
MoD has joined forces
with the NHS to help bol-
ster recruitment into the
Defence Medical Ser-
vices.

Dr Moonie said: “A joint
steering group has been
established by the MoD
and the Department of
Health, with the Scottish
Executive and the Wales
Office also represented.
Its work includes matters
such as future manpower
planning and the recruit-

ing of reserve medical personnel.”

Sierra Leone: The number of British Service
personnel deployed in Sierra Leone will be
significantly reduced when the current hand-
over from the joint task force HQ to 1 Mecha-
nized Brigade HQ is complete. The figure is
expected to fall from 600 to just over 400.

Fewer positive: In a written answer, Armed
Forces Minister John Spellar said 522 Army
personnel, and not the 580 he first stated,
tested positive for controlled drugs between
January and mid-October last year.

Mine expense: The Defence Evaluation and
Research Agency (DERA) has spent about
£13 million on mine detection techniques over
the past six years. There are three applied
research technology demonstrators: the
Advanced Hand-Held Mine Detector (AHHMD),
the Mine Detection, Neutralisation and Route-
Marking System (MINDER), and the Remote
Minefield Detection System (REMIDS).

Warrior fleet put
on go-slow after
drive-line failure

FOLLOWING several track
drive-line failures, restric-
tions have been imposed on
units using the Army’s War-
rior infantry fighting vehi-
cles.

They include a ban on
Warrior movements on
public roads except for
direct crossings and a maxi-
mum speed limit of 30kph,
reduced to 5kph when the
vehicles are close to dis-
mounted troops. Special
care has to be taken in route-selection
and visual checks by REME specialists
are having to be made every 250km.

The failures, which have resulted in
total loss of power and braking to the
left-hand track, do not appear to be
related to usage. While work goes on to
establish a cause, the procurement of a
new drive-line is being investigated.

It is estimated that it would take four
months to produce, followed by a four-
month fitting period. In operational

Restrictions: Army’s Warrior infantry fighting vehicle

areas the restrictions are for guidance
only, and the vehicle will continue to be
used at the discretion of commanders.
The Warrior, which is armed with a
30mm Rarden cannon, has been
regarded as an outstanding success
since it replaced the Army’s FV432 fleet
during the 1990s, winning its spurs
during the Gulf War and giving British
troops protection against mines and
small-arms fire during the early years of
the crisis in Bosnia. '

i Students dig Army

® The British Army marched into sev-
enth place in a list of the top 100 grad-
uate employers published by The
Times. The Royal Navy was 45th and
the Royal Air Force 33rd. Most of those
ahead of the Army were big hitters in
the City, while Coca-Cola brought up
the rear in 100th place.

Tidworth Staffords

® SIX hundred soldiers of the 1st Battal-
ion, The Staffordshire Regiment (The
Prince of Wales’s) have moved into
Moolton Barracks, Tidworth, from their
previous base at Tern Hill in Shropshire.
The Staffords, part of 12 Mechanized
Brigade, are converting to an armoured
infantry role with Warrior.

and mental toughness,
with the competitors
expected to catch their own
food, build their own shel-
ter and create order in
their own society.

To apply, visit the website
www.itv-survivor.co.uk,
but you will need to hurry
because entries close on
January 5.

Picture: Steve Dock
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Helping hands: Cpl Calum Macleod, left,
and CSM Steven Hardcastle of the 1st
Battalion, The King's Own Scottish Bor-
derers, currently based in Cyprus, put a
seriously injured Bedouin child on the
road to recovery during a four-week exer-
cise in Jordan.

They were flagged down in the desert
about 100 miles south of Amman by a

family whose baby had suffered crippling
leg burns which had become infected,
threatening the child's life. The two KOSB
soldiers gave first aid and dressed the
wound, then returned repeatedly to the
Bedouin campsite over the following two
weeks to encourage the infant's recovery
and leave dressings for the family to use.

Picture: Cpl Julie Timbrell

Londoners on peace
mission dodge bears

MORE than 300 part-time soldiers
from London on a two-week charm
offensive in Romania had to learn to
cope with potenrially dangerous wild
bears while on exercise.

A feature of the areas where they
exercised are bear-infested mountains
and guards had to be posted to watch
out for them and for wolves.

The British troops were warned of
the threat posed by bears and told how
to deal with them. One soldier returned
to his basha to find it had been ripped to
pieces, his rations eaten and his sleeping
bag removed. He later saw a bear drag-
ging it into the forest.

The Territorial Army personnel of
The London Regiment attracted huge
interest as they completed a programme
of diplomatic and local visits designed

to establish links and build on Europe’s
peace initiatives in former Eastern Bloc
countries.

The Londoners also took advantage
of Romania’s first-class military facilities,
including realistic battle training in the
east of the country. Good relationships
were forged as the Londoners tried out
Romanian Army weapons, armoured
vehicles and tanks.

Their musicians were treated like pop
stars when they toured eastern Roma-
nia and Bucharest, drawing large audi-
ences for public concerts and visits to
schools and hospitals.

Lt Col Nigel Easton, commanding
officer of the regiment, said: “This visit
was all about cooperation for peace. We
were eager to come here and were made
very welcome by everyone we met.”

TV ShOW SERVING and ex-Service

personnel are being invited
Wan'.ts to audition for a TV show
soldiers that intends to maroon 16

“castaways” on an unin-
fOl' £lm habited island in the South
SOUth China Sea and let them
China Sea compete against each

other. The winner will walk
caStaway away with £1 million. Sur-
show vivor will demand physical
3

IN BRIEF

@ In an unusual church service, Alder-
shot-based 12 Mechanized Brigade was
dedicated to God in the Royal Garrison
Church of All Saints. To mark the occasion,
Brig John Cooper, the brigade commander,
presented a new Common Worship Service
Book to the senior brigade chaplain, the
\Rev Peter Vickers.
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@ During its first six--week deployment in
Kosovo, the Mineseeker Airship, pictured
left, surveyed 30 mine sites in all parts of
the country. It produced 60 hours of video
and 500 still photos for analysis by the UN
Mine Action Co-ordination Centre in Pristina.

® A policy which meets the full range of

military insurance needs, including replace-
ment of military kit on a new for old basis,
has been launched by Wilsons, part of the
Hogg Robinson group. The Right Dress
Advantage package covers accidental
damage worldwide as well as household
goods and personal effects and clothing.
Additional features include travel cover.
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Wiltshire alert

To you: Soldiers based at Tidworth and Bulford
move hundreds of sandbags to protect houses in
the area after days of heavy rain raised the
prospect of serious flooding along the Bourne
and Avon rivers. Troops were called out to defend
properties at Tidworth, Shipton Bellinger and
Cholderton, filling sandbags around the clock
and pumping out houses.

SSgt Ashley Fuller of 22 Engineer Regiment,
which controlled the operation, said the troops
had filled 2,000 sandbags. Picture: Sgt Richard Dawson

Quality starts here

Going up: Maj Gen Tim Sulivan, GOC 4th Divi-
sion, joins Kier Build Ltd managing director
Roger Sallis to unveil the foundation stone of
New Mons Barracks, a £40-million development
off Queens Avenue in the centre of Aldershot
Garrison. Scheduled to be ready by the end of
May 2002, it will probably house a mechanised
battalion. The new buildings, which will feature
much-needed quality living accommodation for
single soldiers, will be constructed on the site of
the former Mons Barracks. Picture: Graeme Main
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Goodbye to all that: Another chapter in Northe

rn Ireland’s military history closed with the

departure of the last soldier from the former Army base at Long Kesh Camp. RQMS (W02)
Eric Burnett of the 1st Battalion, The Highlanders, currently attached to the 9th Battalion,
The Royal Irish Regiment, locks the gates for the final time before handing over the keys to
civilian contractors. Demolition of the Army base, near the former Maze prison, has begun.

Sappers’ cross Is

tribute to

SAPPERS from Cambridge-based 48
Field Squadron (Air Support) constructed
a Millennium Cross on the piazza outside
Westminster Cathedral.
" The engineers used a crane to erect the
six-ton cross, a memorial to the late Cardi-
nal Basil Hume, in three days. Measuring
50ft in height, the cross was a millennium
creation inspired by Cardinal Hume.

cardinal

It will stand outside Westminster Cathe-
dral for the next two years before being
moved to a permanent site.

Maj Stuart Morgan, officer command-
ing 48 Field Squadron, said: “The cross is
made of solid steel, clad in English oak. It’s
a wonderful edifice and it was a great
honour for the squadron to be involved in
its construction.”

All fired up

First with the latest: Sgt Chris Chadwick,
pictured left, was one of a party of six
members of The Royal Yeomanry to
become the first Territorial Army soldiers
to fire Challenger 2 as part of their training
to become reserve gunners and loaders
for the six Regular Challenger 2 regi-
ments. The part-timers, from C (KSY)
Squadron in Croydon and S (SRY)
Squadron in Nottingham, and led by regi-
mental 2ic Maj Guy Bonser, completed the
training with C and D Squadrons of The
Queen’s Royal Lancers at Hohne Ranges.

Oxford’s
royal
‘opening

the joint Service facility,
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THE Queen has opened Falklands House, the new £2.6 million
home for officer cadets of the Royal Navy Unit, Officers’
Training Corps and the University Air Squadron at Oxford
University. Escorted by the commanding officer, Lt Col
Alexander Matheson, she met many of the cadets who will use

the only one of its kind in the country.
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What the Press has been saying

@ A tenth of Britain's Servicemen, the
equivalent of 20 Army battalions, are
unfit for frontline duty amid a crisis in the
Defence Medical Services, according to
MoD statistics. — Daily Telegraph

@ Since 1998 the MoD has paid out (
more than £20 million in compensation to
191 members of the Armed Forces, more
than £1,500 a year for each doctor
employed in the Defence Medical Ser-
vices. The total has trebled since 1997
and is now six times higher than in the
National Health Service, which last year
paid out £2,000 per doctor. — Observer

® A leaked MoD policy document
details a new offensive against domestic
attacks. It follows criticism that the
Forces have not taken the problem seri-
ously. = Sunday Telegraph

@ Prince William is to be asked to
join the Welsh Guards after winning
the respect of the regiment’s soldiers
during a jungle training course in
Belize. — Mail on Sunday

1
@ Nearly 500 Communist spies pene-
trated British and Nato forces in Germany
during the 1980s, newly-discovered docu-
ments have revealed. — Daily Mail

® Awarding up to 200,000 civil servants s
with a medal to mark the Queen’s forth-
coming golden jubilee, to be handed out in
2002, has caused such controversy that
the Home Office, which is masterminding
3

the celebrations, is having second
thoughts. — Independent on Sunday

® Under MoD proposals, the Army’s
training area at Warcop, Cumbria, will %
effectively be closed to the public for much
of the year and the grazing rights of local
commoners revoked, ending a farming
tradition that dates back to the mid-18th A
century. — Independent on Sunday &

@ Gurkha soldiers who survived the
horrors of Japanese PoW camps are
being denied Government compensa-
tion worth £10,000 each. The Defence
ministry has made it clear the
Gurkhas were technically Indian Army
units at the time. — Mirror 3

@ British peacekeeping soldiers face a'_
second bleak winter in Kosovo as tem- .
peratures plummet to minus 15C and the
UN-administered province grapples with
severe shortages of electrical power and
water. — Times

® Hard-up Palace guards are illegally
working as part-time bouncers and body-
guards to make ends meet. Others are
driving cabs and some have been forced
to sell valuables to buy essentials. — Sun



FEATURE

Light infantry battalions with an
environmental specialisation
are no longer a concept. . .

they are with us now. Which is
why soldiers of 1 RHF have

been to the mountains

Report: Ray Routledge
Pictures: Steve Dock

b i A SOLDIER grits his teeth as his fingers
\; . %  claw across solid rock, secking a hand-
.. S hold. He hauls himself upwards as the
already bitter cold of an oncoming
Alpine winter seeks out his

Yy ",, "™ hands and face.

Yo

. - - T
R :," i Adventurous training? No.
- L i £ i
A L This is warfare training, part

B of a new way of doing busi-
o ‘3" ness for one part of the
' British Army.

Evidence of a different
role for a light infantry
barttalion was to be found
in southern Bavaria dur-
ing the autumn as soldiers
from the Inverness-based
Ist Battalion, The Royal
Highland Fusiliers took to
the mountains around the
German town of Mitten-
wald, a few miles from the
Austrian border.

Their change of role
comes after several years
based in Fallingbostel,
from where the battalion
made four operational
tours to the Balkans and
spent a season at the
British Army Training

Unit, Suffield (BATUS)
in Canada.
JNow 1 RHF has been task-
ed as the Army’s “difficult and
arduous terrain specialists” . . .
and that means mountains. Preliminary
training opened a new chapter in Anglo-
German co-operation, culminating in
Exercise Mittenwald Mountaineer, du-
ring which 130 men of the RHF were
hosted by Mittenwald-based 233 Battal-
ion of the German Gebirgs Jaeger, recog-
nised masters of mountain warfare.
RHF skills were honed on the Alpine
slopes of the Karwendel range, under
the helpful tutelage of berg fiihers, or

Snowpatrol:
Fus Billy
Semple treks
through the
snow and ice
of the
Bavarian Alps

@® Mittenwald lies on the road from
Munich to Innsbruck, just inside the
German border. Popular with tourists both
in summer and winter, it a garrison town

{ for mountain troops with three barracks
! built in 1935, two in the valley, and the

i winter combat school on the Luttensee.
i @® Mittenwald stands beneath the

| Karwendel, an 18km chain of mountain
ﬁ peaks rising to 2,385m.

§ ® The nearby winter ski resort of

\ Garmisch-Partenkirchen hosted the 1936
5 Winter Olympic Games and boasts

! Germany’s highest mountain, the

; Zugspitze.
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mountain leaders, from the German unit.
Every soldier was given individual
coaching in the use of specialised equip-
ment and personal safety.
The battalion’s new mountain role was
welcomed by the commanding officer, Lt
Col Davey Kirk.

“About a year ago the Director of

Infantry had an aspiration for tagging
light-role battalions with an environmen-
tal specialisation. There would be experts
in the jungle, experts in the desert, and in
our case, experts in the mountains.”

With its new focus, 1 RHF has become
the 1st (UK) Division’s manoeuvre sup-
port environmental specialists in moun-
tain warfare.

As the concept was new, there were no
training guidelines for the fusiliers, so
they designed their own and set their own
objectives in a package they hope to hand
on to future mountain warfare-designat-
ed units.

“The structure is based on three levels
of expertise in the battalion,” explained Lt

Mountain leader: Lt Col Davey Kirk faces a fresh chajlenge
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Col Kirk. “We have ten infantry mountain
instructors (IMIs); 40 infantry mountain
leaders (IMLs) and 100 infantry moun-
tain soldiers (IMS) who trained in the
Scottish Highlands.”

Under the conversion package, 40
IMLs went through a four-week moun-
tain course in Scotland, including a week
at the Joint Services Mountain
Training Wing at Ballachulish.
Officers and senior NCOs spent
a study week in the Torridon
Hills.

There is a long way to go. For
now Lt Col Kirk has only eight
IMIs. “What I would really like to
have is eight berg fiiher equiva-
lents. They would become the
nucleus of our mountain warfare
capability.

“Mountain training is not just
about technique, it’s about expe-
rience. You have to experience
the terrain in different types of
weather conditions.”

The tactical aspiration is for the
battalion to have a support com-
pany, three rifle companies and a
specialist high mountain platoon
to undertake the initial climb,
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putting in fixed lines, ropes and pulleys.
The rifle companies, in harness, would
fol-low, every soldier clipping himself to
the fixed lines and hauling himself into
position for the assault.

While the company commander would
generate a tactical plan, it could -be an
experienced mountaineer corporal who

¢ Many of his soldiers
were natural rock
monkeys, others
more nervous ?

would make the decision over the terrain
and the route.

At evening debriefs during the exercise,
junior NCOs were encouraged to put
their views forward. Everyone was learn-
ing. It is a new culture and “think moun-
tain barttalion” was being hammered
home.

Lt Col Kirk said many of his soldiers
were natural rock monkeys, others more
nervous. “When we identify the nervous
ones we go to work on their confidence.

“We have had tremendous assistance
from the Germans, the French and the

; 2 ;i‘- ; ‘ L ! 4 b
Rock face: Fus Robert McBride, left, and Fus Steven Christie search for handholds during their mountain warfare training in Bavaria

Austrians, as well as from the mountain
rescue teams at RAF Kinloss, the Joint
Services Mountain Training Centre, and
the British Alpine Centre in Bavaria,” he
said.

“Collectively we now think of ourselves
as a mountain battalion.”

The role offers potential for exchanges.
“Three officers and senior NCOs com-
pleted their military mountain guides
course with the Austrian Army and a
major is learning French before joining
the 27th Chasser Alpins in Annency in the
French Alps for eight months.”

The battalion has places on an Austrian
Army exercise in April and is hosting a
company from the German Army at
Inverness as well as a French Army pla-
toon. An RHF company will be spending
time with the French.

“In two years we should have a very
solid, experienced base and I think we will
be able to undertake an impressive battal-
ion exercise,” said Lt Col Kirk.

“We are in the business of delivering a
military capability and we are taking it
seriously.”

If you saw them on the side of an Alpine
mountain, vou won't doubt that for a
second.
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Gunners forge European alliances on foreign soll

Report: Andy Simms
Pictures: Mike Weston

CLLOAKED by the undulating terrain
and a low, heavy mist, the enemy strong-
hold is no sitting duck. The chance of a
precise strike looks improbable,

From their vantage-point on the lip of
the valley, observation officers from three
nations scan the landscape through bi-
noculars.

The weather conditions hinder the
allied force and failed efforts to spot
the enemy produce a disappointed
murmur of English, Swedish and
Finnish. But this is no game of Chi-
nese whispers.

A few minutes later the British-
owned Man-portable Surveillance
and Target Acquisition Radar
(MSTAR) whirs into action, pen-
etrating the mist and pin-pointing
the enemy. Coordinates are
promptly radioed back to the
command post where the data is
processed into the bearing, eleva-
tion and fuse charge needed by
each gun in the battery.

On reception of their firing
orders three AS90s belonging to
L/N Battery, 1st Regiment Royal
Horse Artillery fix on the unseen
target. Capable of shooting three
rounds in ten seconds over a
distance of 25km, the guns are
primed for firing.

On the order of command post
officer Lt Oliver Richardson (1
RHA), the three five-man crews
send a barrage of shells raining
down on an enemy bunker

already weakened by mortar fire from
English, Swedish and Finnish platoons.
Mission accomplished.

The very nature of 1 RHAs five-month’
tour in Kosovo meant that the ability to
work in a multinational environment was
a necessity.

As part of the British-lead Multination-
al Brigade’s (MNB) Offensive Support

Group (OSG), the 1
RHA gunners found
themselves working
alongside soldiers
from across the
globe.
Had the uneasy
peace in Kosovo
subsided, the gun-
ners, as the MNB’s
only gun bat-
tery in the-

Whatever the weather: Britain's MSTAR stands above a fog
bound observation post and succeeds where binoculars failed

atre, would have sup-
plied vital fire support
to their foreign allies. It
was with this in mind
that 1 RHA led a multi-
national firing exercise
at Krivolac in Macedo-
nia.

After two days of live-
firing, Maj Glen Burn
said: “This exercise
proves the multunational ‘?
firing capabilities within
the OSG in Kosovo.

“On the exercise we
had five firing units g /
from three nations, guns %
from 1 RHA, 8lmm 1\
mortars from 45 Com- -
mando Royal Marines, the 1st Bat-
talion, The Princess of Wales’s Royal
Regiment and 120mm mortars from Fin-
land and Sweden. ’

“The idea was to ascertain
whether observers from each na-

tion could direct fire using British
firing procedures and English as
a base language,” he said.

“I am pleased to report that we
encountered no technical, proce-
dural or communication problems
at all. Language has certainly not
been an issue. We are lucky that
the whole of KFOR are bound by
English and that it is the language
we are told we must work from.
The Swedes’ and Finns’ standard
of English is extremely good.”

Interestingly, the exercise mark-
ed something of a rarity for the
Finnish mortar platoons, which

b

.;.-

Y

had not fired outside their homeland
since 1944. For 1 RHA, on the other
hand, it represented a welcome busman’s
holiday.

“We are in Kosovo on a peace support

Fingers on the trigger: Front
to back, LBdr Jim Stubbs, Lt
Olly Richardson and Bdr Paul
Turner issue the firing orders

On the move: One of L/N Bat-
tery’'s self-propelled AS90s
manoeuvres into position at
Krivolca ranges, Macedonia

operation, so 90 per cent of
our time has been spent in
an infantry role, patrolling
and providing security in the
Podujevo area north of Pristi-
na,” said battery commander
Maj Richard Heath.

“It has been good to come
to Macedonia and take on our
more usual role. As gunners an exercise
such as this gets us back to doing what we
know best.”

* Avfyra - five (Swedish); Tuli - fire
(Finnish).

~As-others-see-us

-
Pte Eino Leino, Finbat Pte Daniel Cpt Anssi Munkki, Finbat Sgt Asa Sgt Timo Ylivakeri, Finbat ST Ak
It has been fun working with Strom, We hq\{e enjoygd workipg with ’ WeStman, There have been no problems Gustausson, Swebat
the British and we have Swebat the British on this exercise and in Swebat whatsoever; they do things slightly Th i
learned a lot. | have not found o : Kosovo. The co-operation has different to us but it is easy to pick up. There are some differences
the language barrier a problem | 118 interesting to been very good and everyone in The Somelimes it i hard to Undomtand in our firing systems but we
but there are some guys who o gee the British the Finnish force feels that they language is the people from up north — | can only get on fine. | believe itis a
do not speak English who have | Army work — have learned a lot working a big . understand about 20 per cent of what good leamning experience
found it difficult. :'::‘eo¥e§;eio‘:19a? alongside a professional army. ;:?b':;m for | they say. :;.m I do not tl"l.:nk the 3nﬂsh .
| have had a few problems g Most of our forces are - My ' Il s earn as much as we do. .
understanding the Spcottish and |Communicating has not been a reservists so we are not as English is not very = of :L‘Q'%::ﬁs%ecf;ﬂ?: gﬂ;ﬁ?: I’ﬁS'LS;L? 1 The British do netnaad ta spaak Swadish hut
people with strong accents, but ProDien BRceiag Saghsn s very professional and skilled as the rely on my signalman do not think that will happen. | have not they should speak a lot slower and clearer.
we get by. j easy to leam. British. ol met any British who speak Finnish. They have a strange habit of shortening words.
- — J
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Oscar performance: LBdr Graeme Ash-
more plays at being a wounded Albanian

Gunners careering
forward in Kosovo

A VOLLEY of gunfire and grenades pepper
the side of an Albanian patrol wvehicle.
Caught off-guard by the Serbian ambush, its

Sfour-man crew suffer heavy injuries.

The ferocity of the attack throws one man
off the track and into a nunefield. His col-
leagues lie scattered around their vehicle, all
injured and all in need of urgent medical
artention.

Alerted by the sound of contact a nearby
patrol of gunners from Ist Regiment Rovyal
Horse Arullery arrives on the scene. In his
haste to attend the injured one of the patrol
walks straight into the minefield. . . the casu-
alties now number five.

Luckily for the injured gunner it is a
mistake he will live to learn from. The
casualties and minefield are staged and
represent the first-aid section of a lance
bombardier leadership course held art
Zlatare Ranges near Pristina.

Keen not to stagnate the careers of their
gunners while on tour, 1 RHA offered 31
soldiers the chance to prove their com-
mand, first aid and nuclear, biological
and chemical (NBC) warfare skills.

Course instructor Lt Flo Burrows told
Soldier: “The course is usually held over
five weeks but because we are in opera-
tional theatre it is squeezed into a three-
week window.

“There are certain things we cannot do
because we are in Kosovo. For example,
we cannot do escape and evasion because
of force protection issues which prohibit
individual soldiers from going off alone.

“Apart from that, soldiers can expect
everything they would from a course back
in the UK. A course like this depends
heavily on time and commitment but it is
something that we will always try to ac-
commodate during an operational tour.”

® Kosovo reports - Page 23 and 36-37
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Are you in trouble?
Maybe we can help you

Recent changes in the Army disciplinary system have seen
an increase in Service personnel eligible for Army Legal Aid
to be represented and advised by qualified personnel

We at RICHARD GRIFFITHS & CO, SOLICITORS
zare specialists in military and civilian criminal law.
In addition to our own team we use the services of specialist
barristers from 3 PUMP COURT CHAMBERS, LONDON.

We offer

FREE initial interview

Expert knowledge of the military system
A user-friendly service

Barrister representation at Courts Martial
A 24-hour ‘on call’ cover.

Our experience based on many years of practice extends from the least
serious to the most serious. (C.0.’s award to General Courts Martial and
Appeals including ‘Summary Appeal Courts Procedure’.)

One call and vou can be receiving advice.

Richard Griffiths & Co
M 18 Milford Street

Salisbury SP1 2AP
Daytime no. 01722 329966

Fax 01722 329988
24-hour pager 01459 136196

FOR ARMY PERSONNEL ONLY

FREE NOKIA 3210 - FREE CONNECTION
OFFER WORTH £96. SO ORDER NOW!

NOKIA 3210
WORTH £9.99
CONNECTION
WORTH £35
100 mins OF CALLS
PER MONTH ANYTIME
PORTABLE HANDS FREE KIT
WORTH £19.99
IN CAR CHARGING
LEAD WORTH £17.99
LEATHER CASE
WORTH £12.99

RATE DOWN TO

18p PER MIN

OFF PEAK =+

5p PER MIN

CREDIT CHECKS

BTceIInet

FREEPHONE
- 0800018 8200

Subject o contract, inc. notice period, monthiy line rentals. Start at £18.00 inc. VAT. Open 7 days a week, 24 hours a day

WE GO MUCH FURTHER WITH OUR MOTOR INSURANCE

If you're looking for motor insurance, you can be sure that NAAFI Financial
goes a long way to ensure you get the specialist cover you need. Our motor
insurance is only available to people in HM Forces, the MoD and their
families, so we know what you really need.

We go that extra mile to cover you. We provide more benefits as standard,
which ‘high street’ insurers may charge you extra for, or may not cover at all.

Calls may be monitored and

recorded. NAAFI Financial is the trading style of

Warrior Group Ltd. Insurance is underwritten by Norwich Union. Subject to status

Just see how far we go...

v FREE Pan European Cover

v FREE Airside & Portside Risk Cover

/ FREE 24-hour RAC roadside assistance & loss recovery service ¢
v FREE Personal Accident Cover

v NO CHARGE for a Green Card, or Cover Note on Posting or on Holiday

v NO ADMIN FEE to change your policy to another car

v NO NEED to provide proof of no claims discount

v NO NEED to pay the year's premium upfront - spread the cost over
12 months

/ NO TIME LOST - 24-hour English Speaking Claim Service

To arrange cover drop into your local branch of NAAFI Financial or call on

0080076767777 +44 1603 205209

free from the UK and Germany from the rest of the world
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FAMRILY VOrygmnes

Meet the family: Left to right, Bdr John Curtis, Sgt Gary Hutchinson and LBdr Andy Tough try to commit the children’s names to memory

Report: Andy Simms
Picture: Mike Weston

RAISING 16 children is a tough job by
anyone’s standards. Doing it with next to
no money and in a country still scarred by
the ravages of war is near impossible.

Yet that is the harsh reality facing
Xhafer Berisha and his wife, who live in
the provincial village of Godishnjak,
Kosovo.

Unique only by the size of his family,
XKhafer’s circumstances are all too famil-
iar to the 11 members of 1st Regiment,
. Roval Horse Artillery posted at the

Luyzane Information Post (LIP), on the
outskirts of Podujevo.

LIP commander Sgt Gary Hutchinson
said: “The post has become a drop-in
centre for anyone in need of help, whether
it be a dispute over land or a request for
building provisions — we have become the
villagers’ first port-of-call.

“We have built up a level of trust with
the local people through our patrols of the
area. We know everyone and everyone
knows us.”

It was while on patrol that 1 RHA first
-encountered Xhafer and his own small
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Mountain villagers
pay LIP service to
the efforts of gunners

army. “When I first met Xhafer his family
were living in what amounted to nothing
more than a mud hut,” said Bdr John
Curtis. “It was an appalling sight, I have
never seen anything like it. His family
were living in third-world conditions.”

Civil aid agencies have done much to
help resettle Albanians forced from their
homes during the war but resources and
time are limited.

From the main roads aid agencies can
spot those in need with ease but 2km up
into the hills vou reach a region where
much of the fighting took place. It is here
that whole villages were destroyed and
where Xhafer is now attempting to raise
his family. But the dirt tracks and uneven
terrain mean that these pockets of settle-
ments most in need of help are inaccessi-
ble to the agency trucks.

Liaising with organisations such as
European Perspective, Mother Teresa

and World Vision, 1 RHA has proved a
vital lifeline to people like Xhafer. Bdr
Curts said: “European Perspective sup-
plied Xhafer with all the materials he
needed to build a new house but it was his
responsibility to collect it from Podujevo,
which is around 16km from his home.

“He had no transport and nobody but
his kids to help him so we managed to get
hold of a few vehicles and brought it here
for him.”

Communicating through one of the
LIP’s translators, Ganimete Hasani,
Khafer told Soldier: “John has been excel-
lent to me, he is a good man and God will
always be with him. He has helped me to
build my house, he has brought us clothes,
a tractor and brought a doctor to see my
baby. We will never forget this man.”

When reminded that Bdr Curtis would
shortly be finishing his tour and returning
to England, Xhafer broke down in tears.
“He has done so much for us — we will
miss him.”

But ever the reluctant hero, Bdr Curtis
placed a hand on Xhafer’s shoulder and
replied: “Tell him I was just doing my job
and that next time [ see him I will have
some more clothes for them.”
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If the collar fits....

What sort of person wants to become an Army chaplain? We asked
padres passing through their training centre in north Hampshire

Report: Ray Routledge
Pictures: Steve Dock

AMPORT House, a splendid Victorian
building nestling in the quiet north
Hampshire countryside, attracts visitors
from all over Britain. They want to see its
formal gardens, laid out in 1926.

What many of them don’t know is that
Amport House is also the home of the
Armed Forces’ Chaplaincy Centre, a tri-
Service training establishment for Regu-
lar, reserve and cadet chaplains.

It also provides instruction for Service
personnel on moral and ethical issues.

On the same site is the multi-denomi-
national Royal Army Chaplains’ Depart-
ment, which moved to rural Hampshire
after vacating Bagshot Park, now the
Surrey home of the
Earl and Countess of
Wessex.

Why do priests ex-
change civilian parishes
for the challenge of an
Army chaplaincy? Ben
Abeledo, a former sol-
dier in the Spanish
Army, attempted to answer the question.

“I was in the Spanish Parachute Regi-
ment and was brought up in the Catholic

- faith,” he explained. “During my time in

the Spanish Army something didn’t seem
quite right and a colleague shared the
gospels with me. Everything seemed to
drop into context.”

How Ben became a minister in the
Church of Scotland is another story, but
he now feels equipped to help other sol-
diers. “I want to give something back.”

Proving you are never too old i1s Andy
McCafferty, who has re-enlisted as a
chaplain at the age of 50. “I joined the
Army as a boy in the Junior Leaders’ Reg-
iment and went into the Military Police,”

Fitness is important
. . . and they need
to know enough
about weapons to
disarm them...

Amport House: Tranquillity before the rigours of Army life

he recalled. “I left when I was 30 and
joined the civil police, where I spent 20
years. My wife was in the Army and my
voungest daughter is
serving now.

“I thought I was too
old to be a military chap-
lain and was surprised
and pleased to be ac-
cepted.”

Peter Robbins, an ad-
ministrator at the centre,
said that among skills the chaplains learn
are listening, dealing with bereavement,
and family dynamics. The centre also has
to embrace a number of faiths and
denominations.

Military padres need a certain
amount of practical training, includ-
ing map-reading, first aid, how to
use a radio, vehicle mainte-
nance, vehicle camouflage
and living in the field.

Physical fitness is impor-
tant . . . and they need to
know enough about wea-
pons to disarm them.

Yet the process
after a chaplain

equivalent.

@ Army padres should, ideally, be under 34 years of
age and have served at least one curacy or an

® Chaplains normally take a short-service commission
with the chance to opt for a regular commission later.

® The RAChD'’s 150 chaplains are divided into two
branches: Chaplains of the Roman Catholic Church

joins the Army is almost
the reverse of that for offi-
cers.

“They come here for
a four-week introduction
course, then go to their
unit, then go on to Sand-
hurst,” said Peter Robbins.
“We want to mould them
as chaplains first. We are
non-combatants, we never
carry weapons and we
have a different sort of job
from evervone else.”

John Durrant, who was
about to join The Devon-
shire and Dorset Regiment, explained
one of the differences between working in
a parish and in an Army unit: “Parish life
tends to be dominated by elderly people,
so opportunities to work with young
people are unusual,” he said.

“People have the idea that we are here
to support military aims and objectives
and maybe in some ways, indirectly, we
do that, but that is not what we are about.

“We are here to look
after the soldiers in
our pastoral care.”

administered by the Principal Roman Catholic Chaplain;
and Chaplains of the Church of England, the Church of
Scotland, Methodists, Baptists and United Reformed
Churches administered by the Chaplain General.

@ Although there are no barriers to women clergy
serving in the Army, there are as yet no female chaplains. |

Partners in crime:

From the top are

Andy McCafferty,

Mike Parker, John

Durrant, Ben Abeledo

and Chris Grougg‘gk
[N
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Paving the way to P2K

Ensuring soldiers get their due when Pay
2000 is introduced in April is a mammoth
task. We spoke to the AGC (SPS) specialists
who are working hard to make it happen

Report: Ray Routledge
Pictures: Steve Dock

THERE is one piece of paper that every
soldier is guaranteed to read every time
it’s published — his or her pay state-

ment.

Responsibility for ensuring it ar-
rives on time and is as accurate as
possible falls on the Worthy Down-
based Staff and Personnel Support
(SPS) Branch of the Adjutant Gen-

eral’s Corps.

Staff serving at its headquarters
a few miles north of Winchester are
split into two teams, one dealing with

nel issues for the 4,500 SPS members
deployed worldwide. They also examine’

I'T systems and future strategies.

Providing interface:
Brig Val Batchelor

pay, including Pay 2000 (P2K),

allowances and pensions for all Army
personnel; the other handling person-

e

Homework: SSgt Angie Warner, chief clerk, prepares
handbooks designed to enable a smooth change to P2K

Putting pay people

on the right lines

MAJ Lucy Norris's job is to
make sure everyone working
with the RAOs — military or
civilian — is properly trained
to use the new system. This
includes knowing the rules,
clerical procedures and tran-
sition arrangements.
Although soldiers’ P2K
pay slips will look slightly dif-

ferent from the old ones, no
one will lose out; indeed, the
majority will benefit. Maj
Norris said: “P2K calcula-
tions are based on trade and
how long people have served
in rank, what qualifications
they have, and their perfor-
mance. Rates of pay will
depend on all those factors.”

“Our biggest issue at the moment is
the introduction of P2K,” said Brig Val

Batchelor, Director SPS
Branch. “Soldiers and
officers had to be trans-
ferred to a new data sys-
tem because the old one
was complex and inflexi-
ble.

“This has now been
completed by tfle Armed
Forces Pay and Adminis-

tration Agency (AFPAA),
which looks after all three

Services. We provide the interface be-
tween the agency and the Field Army.”

To ensure a smooth
transition at local level,
Worthy Down has been
preparing handbooks and
training modules for SPS
regimental administration
officers (RAQs) and their
staff in the run-up to the
introduction of P2ZK.

Brig Batchelor’s teams
will be on the road until
March, ensuring that
RAO personnel are ready
to deliver P2K when it is
brought in for most of the
Regular Army in April.

The scheme will see
some soldiers earning
more, but no one will
receive less than they are
at present.

Because of the addi-
tional workload, the unit
has increased its staff in
areas requiring special
attention, for example the
Territorial Army, the Gur-
khas and the Royal Irish
Regiment, which will form
part of the later phases of
P2K.

Brig Batchelor said:
“There has been a massive
amount of work going on
to get the new system in.”

Reconciling data: SSgt Maggie Gardiner faces the huge challenge of correcting the anomalies

Record-breaking effort

ONE of the biggest tasks during the
build-up to P2K has been what is known
in the trade as “personnel data reconcil-
iation”.

While data contained on the Record
of Service (ROS) is broadly accurate,
errors have built up over the years. They
have to be corrected.

WO1 Andrea Denham, the team
leader, said that to ensure accuracy, 15
data fields within UNICOM, the Army’s
unit computer system, had had to be
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reconciled with the AFPAA’s mainframe
computer.

“For years they have run along togeth-
er but often were not synchronised and it
is our job to help units achieve this. It is
quite challenging.”

SSgt Maggie Gardiner said: “Recon-
ciliation is vital. It’s a mammoth task but
people are doing their damnedest to get
it right. There have been anomalies and
everyone has done everything possible to
correct them.”

No change
to pensions

WILL the advent of P2K make a difference to
pensions? According to pensions expert
WO2 Kev Kent, pictured left, it should not.
He added that if someone has a concern or
a question, it should not be directed to Worthy
Down. “If someone has a query over pen-
sions, they should ask their RAQ,” he said.
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Warm greeting: Fijians at Catterick perform the haka

-

Pictures: Graeme Main

Fijians follow in
fathers’ footsteps

A British Army career
has never been more
popular for islanders

FIJIANS can’t get enough of the
British Army. Ever since the first
recruiting adverts appeared in the
Fijian Times 40 years ago, the Pacific
islanders have been proud to serve the
Queen, writes Anthony Stone.

Recruitment received a further
boost when a Fijian military band per-
formed at the Edinburgh Military
Tattoo a couple of years ago. Several
stayed on to join The Royal Scots and
things have snowballed.

At a recent combat infantrymen’s
course passing out at Catter-
ick, almost half those on
parade were Fijians. Recruits
end up across the divisions,
but some of the most popular
postings include The Royal
Irish Regiment, The Black
Watch, The Royal Scots and
the Scots Guards.

Personal recommendation Lt Col Nick Sim

is the Army’s best recruiting
tools and Fijians are a PR man’s
dream. Rgr Sakenasa Rakaria, R Irish,
told Soldier: “My cousin is in the Scots
Guards. He told me there was a bright
future in the British Army.

“Most of us are thinking of staying
in for as long as possible.”
A journey that begins in Fiji and

ends at Cantebury via Pirbright, Bal-
lymena and Catterick can be a bit of a
culture shock, especially as some of
the recruits have never before been
away from their island. “This is my
first time in England and I like it,” said
Rgr Sitiveni Bolei, R Irish.

Rgr Kolinio Vukeiono, in the same
regiment, said: “I’ve got a friend in the
Scots Guards and he told me about
the British Army. I would recommend
my friends join up if they could.”

Rgr Bolalailai, in the same regi-
ment, said: “I wanted to travel and this
is my first time from Fiji. The food is
OK but I miss home cooking. I'm
proud to be here. The weather is no
problem for me because I worked in
an open gold mine on top of a moun-
tain for four years.”

The diverse mix at Catter-
ick has led to some interesting
cultural exchanges. Irish
Rangers can now perform a
competent haka.

Lt Col Nick Sim, PWRR,
commanding the 2nd Batrtal-
ion, The Infantry Training
Centre Catterick, congratu-
lated the new infantrymen at
their passing-out parade.

“Every soldier who has become a
trained infantryman is embarking on a
career that will allow him to progress
to whatever rank his talents will
permit, in an environment that is
entirely free from prejudice and dis-
crimination.”
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HEAVYWEIGHT KHAKI
T-SHIRT

EMBROIDERED FROM £4.70
NO SET-UP

OTHER COLOURS AVAILABLE

111 HUBERT ROAD
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BIRMINGHAM

B29 6ET

TEL: +44 (0) 121 472 5300
FAX: +44 (0) 121 472 8017

E-MAIL:peter@rsfarmah.freeserve.co.uk

Suppliers and
manufacturers of
specialist
SPORTS STRIPS.

® RUGBY @ HOCKEY

® SOCCER @ NETBALL
® CRICKET

® TUG-OF-WAR

o/ \
Quapron

O\
e;,;x -
c
€, Oy
i

® SWEATERS @ SWEATSHIRTS
® T-SHIRTS @ POLO SHIRTS

@ SKI HATS @ BASEBALL CAPS
® TIES @ BLAZER BADGES

® SPORTS BAGS ® POLAR FLEECE
® TRAINING TOPS/TROUSERS

o Free Consultation

» Registered with Local Heath Authornty
o Established 1991

« Most advanced laser technology

« Relaxing environment

« Hair removal also available

« Available nationwide

For brochure and details of your
nearest clinic telephone free on

0800 22 77 77 -

LASER CLINIC

-

www. laserclinic.co.uk

January 2001 SOLDIER



FORCE FOR GOOD

A soldier

Army goes under th

Military memorabilia
raises £20,000-plus

HUNDREDS of military enthusiasts helped to
raise more than £20,000 for the Army Benev-
olent Fund (ABF) when artefacts gathered
from every regiment and corps in the British
Army went under the auctioneer’'s hammer at
Catterick.

The auction was conducted by Rodney Ten-
nant, of Tennants of Leyburn, and one of the
highlights was the sale of two silver coasters
which realised £700. A Shropshire Yeomanry
helmet dated 1885 fetched £700 and a signed
book on British field marshals raised £460.

L 2

Six trainees from 25 Support Regiment
RLC completed a non-stop run from Edin-
burgh to Deepcut, Surrey, in aid of the Black-
water Valley branch of the Alzheimer's
Society.

The team members ran the equivalent of a
marathon a day to complete the 600-mile trip.
In just four days they raised more than £1,500.

L2 AR

Members of 70 (EY) Signal Squadron
raised £1,100 for the Royal British Legion by
completing the Nijmegen Marches.

LK N

More than 100 members of Belfast's emer-
gency and security forces took part in a fund-
raising challenge in aid of the city’'s Marie
Curie Centre.

Money raised from the event, which includ-
ed an assault course and pyjama swimathon,
will be used to enhance the comfort of patients
at the centre. The exercise was organised

Blooming marvellous: Sig Nicky Lowe,
left, and LCpl Nicky Ainscough, right, won
the prize for best fancy dress at the 7th
Signal Regiment charity fun run. In total
the event raised DM1,060 for the Royal
British Legion Poppy Appeal
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by the 7th Battalion, The Royal
Irish Regiment.

L O J

When the staff at British
Forces Post Office, Londen
decided to hold a “dress-down"
day in aid of children with genetic
disorders the dress code was very
clear — jeans for genes day.

Each member of staff who
donned denims donated £1, rais-
ing a total of £280 for Great
Ormond Street Children’s Hospi-
tal.

LR 2R

Staff and volunteers at the
Army Personnel Centre in Glas-
gow raised £223 from a “brew-up”
day and raffle.

LK BN

Despite having a lot on their
plate, chefs working for the UK
Combat Service Support Battalion
in Sipovo, Bosnia still found time
to help raise funds to buy toys for a
local kindergarten.

The chefs from 2 Close Sup-
port Regiment RLC, 1 Battalion
REME and 1 Close Support
Medical Regiment RAMC made
DM800 from selling birthday
cakes.

¢+ 44

Soldiers from 7th Signal Reg-
iment took part in the Krefeld-to-
Pristina marathon to help raise
funds for the rebuilding of Vragolia
School in Kosovo.

¢ 4

The Band of The Life Guards
played for a fleet of Hackney car-
riage drivers on route to Disney-
land Paris with 150 children
suffering from debilitating illnesses
and terminal conditions.

The band entertained the drivers, organis-
ers and children as they prepared to depart for
the Continent from Canary Wharf, London.

LR AR

Troops from 16 Air Assault Brigade and
216 Signal Squadron ran the 14 miles
around Mersea Island in aid of the Anthony
Nolan Bone Marrow Trust.

LR 2R

Volunteers from 14 Independent Topo-
graphic Squadron RE took part in a charity
truck pull and raised more than DM1,000 for
the Poppy Appeal.

Two teams of ten completed the 2km tow of

along the coast line.

By land, air and sea: Members of the Transport and
Movements Squadron in Cyprus raised more than
£6,000 for two local hospitals by completing a
100km run, 124km bike ride and arduous paddle

Picture: Cpl Teresa Pickin

a four-tonne truck around Ayrshire Barracks in
Monchengladbach.

LR AR

Goose Green veteran Ron Turner complet-
ed a 72-mile trek across the Falkland Islands
in his wheelchair in aid of the South Atlantic
Medal Association. The former Para complet-
ed the journey from Port San Carlos to Stanley
in four days.

LI A

Members of Equipment Support
Squadron REME raised DM700 for RNLI and
the North Devon Children's Hospice by raf-
fling off a helicopter tour of Kosovo.

@
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When in

Night attack: Paras
drop using US 'chutes.
Inset: Pte Mark Jones
uses the American
M249 machine-gun on
a Fort Bragg range

America...

Paras get to grips
with US weapons,
but give field rations
the thumbs-down

Report: Simon Smith
Pictures: Stuart Bingham

BRITISH Paras went native while drop-
ping from the eastern skies of America
during an intensive twinning exercise
with the US Army.

The 120 Colchester-based soldiers
from the 3rd Battalion, The Parachute
Regiment fired US Army weapons,
dropped under US parachutes from
American aircraft and ate American field
rations during the three-week Exercise
Full Moon in North Carolina.

They also tackled one of America’s
toughest assault courses, which included
a 40ft river drop and 70ft death slide.

Maj Peter Turpie, OC B Coy, which
provided most of the personnel, said Full
Moon had been a tough, enjoyable test.

“We have a lot in common with Ameri-
can airborne soldiers, but they have dif-
ferent aircraft, different parachutes and

different weapons. Low-level tactics also
differ, but mainly because they have so
many more assets at their disposal.”

The Paras enjoyed a four-day break
during which some travelled to Washing-
ton, others to New York and Florida.

Full Moon culminated in a complete
field training exercise with US soldiers
from 3-505 Parachute Infantry Regiment
and involving the versatile Black Hawk
helicopter. The Paras earned American
wings, which they will wear on their uni-
forms alongside the British version.

Pte Simon Handlin said: “Using the
American M4 and M249 was a great ex-
perience. They are easy to handle and
lighter than the SA80. And jumping out
of the C-17 1s completely different from the
Hercules. They are much bigger and have
been specifically built for paratroopers.”

But he gave the field rations a big
thumbs-down. “Thev are nowhere near
as tasty as ours and there is no facility to
make a cup of tea or coffee. I don’t think I
could survive in the field for long with just
American rations.”

In a reciprocal visit, 3 Para’s C Coy
played host to 120 American soldiers who
used British weapons and equipment and
jumped from a Hercules on to training
areas in Kent and Norfolk.

New appeal
focuses on
Katrice Lee,
missing for
19 years

NINETEEN years after the disappearance of
two-year-old Katrice Lee from a Naafi shop
complex at Schloss Neuhaus, a suburb of
Paderborn, Germany, the Royal Military
Police have issued an “age progression”
photograph of how she might look today.

Encouraged by the response from
appeals on Crimewaich UK, BFBS and in
the German media, the RMP would like to
hear from anyone who was in the Pader-
born-Sennelager area on Saturday, Novem-
ber 1981, or who worked in the Schloss
Neuhaus Naafi.

They would also like to speak to anyone
married to someone working in the area,
and relatives and friends of anyone serving
in the area unable to come forward at the
time.

Katrice was last seen at 1110 on Nov 28,
1981 while shopping with her mother,
Sharon, and
aunt, Wendy. It
was her second
birthday.

Her father, SSgt
Richard Lee, of
the 15th/19th
King's Royal
Hussars, was
waiting for his
wife and daugh-
ter outside the

food hall. A
searchbegan  Thenand now? Katrice,

within two min-  above, as she was at the
utes of her run-  time of her disappear-
ning down a ance and, below, how
shopping aisle she m'gh‘ look today
and disappear-
ing.

Despite
extensive efforts
by the RMP and
the German civil
police, she was
never found.

Her parents
believed Katrice
was snatched
by someone
wanting a child substitute, but several £
reported sightings came to nothing and the
police suspect she was murdered soon
after her abduction,

On the anniversary of what would be
Katrice's 21st birthday, the RMP Special |
Investigation Branch has opened a major -
incident room at HQ Eastern Region SIB
RMP (G) at Bielefeld. They can be contact-
ed via the nearest police station, the BFG
Crime Line (0800 184 2222) or UK Free-
phone 0800 085 2213. All information will
be treated in confidence.
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Army makes safe
ammo dump that
put thousands of
lives in jeopardy
Report: Anthony Stone

THERE are moments of great tension in
the lives of bomb disposal experts. But
nothing had prepared Maj Jim Convery
for what lay behind the door of the
Murray Town ammunition dépot.

Sparks flew off the bottom of the rusty
shed entrance when the officer com-
manding 821 Squadron, 11 EOD Regi-
ment RLLC pushed it open.

This was not good. Inside was enough
ammunition, nitroglycerine, grenades
and mines to blow up a large part of Free-
town, the capital of Sierra Leone. There
were five sheds in all, each with its own
_ unstable cargo. Maj Convery estimated

there were about 1,000 tonnes of ammu-
nition in one place, slap-bang in the
middle of a residential area.

Behind the door of one shed, 7,000kg
of commercial explosives was being used
as a doorstop. If you have ever wondered
how EOD specialists go about clearing
thar sort of situation, Maj Convery passes
on a tip. “Just do it very slowly,” he says.

“The best way we could dispose of
the unserviceable
stuff, about eight
tonnes in the end,
was to cart it along
the one good road
and set up a demolition area on the
beach.”

The team could not risk transporting
the explosives through the pot-holed
streets of Freetown. Even if they had
taken it it into the jungle, they would not
have been able to secure the area and
risked locals walking off with the weapons
for their scrap-metal value.

Maj Convery’s five-man team found
the sheds were Aladdin’s caves of rusting
rocket-propelled grenades, nuzzling up to
- Chinese mortar rounds and ammunition.
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¢ 7,000kg of explbsives was
being used as a doorstop ?

Picture: Graeme Main
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Stack of trouble: Enough explosives to take

out a large part of Freetown balances pre-
cariously against a wall in one of the sheds
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Slowly does it: A relieved Maj Jim Convery

‘Blind’ Belougas: Too dangerous to move,
they had to be destroyed where they were

To create a bit of extra room someone
had helpfully put the fuses back into the
anti-tank mines. Those who entered the
rooms had to watch where they stepped.

“We were just horrified by what we saw
so we put a block on any British troops
going into the area,” said Maj Convery.

Had it gone off, the dump would have
destroyed every-
thing within a
5km radius. The
order was issued
to evacuate 3,000
people who lived nearby, and the team got
to work.

“It was a nightmare — a catastrophic
incident waiting to happen,” said Maj
Convery. “Blind mortar rounds were sit-
ting on stacks of ammunition. All they
needed was a knock or for them to fall off
and it would start the whole process off.”

But that was not the only thing they had
to contend with. Hiding between crates
were deadly spiders and snakes. The shed
was not the place to receive a nasty shock
resulting in sudden movement.

The ammunition technicians did not

intend to blow the lot up. The Sierra
Leone government needed the weapons
to fight the rebels.

“We looked over the stuff,” said Maj
Convery. “If it was really pretty bad or
‘blind’ ammunition that had been fired,
but had not functioned, we would put it to
one side for disposal.”

From 1,000 tonnes of ammunition they
detonated about ten tonnes.

“From the point of view of the team - a
captain and four seniors = a job like that is
superb,” said Maj Convery. “It’s like
doing bomb disposal in Northern Ire-
land. Professionally it is a very good thing
to do as they were using their skills to the
maximum.”

When all the serviceable ammunition
had been removed they were left with 40
blind Belugas — a type of cluster bomblet.
They were too dangerous to move so had
to be blown up where they were.

The team stripped down the shed piece
by piece so it could be rebuilt later, before
the mines were detonated.

~
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Gladstones

Mail Order Footwear

Magnum

HI-TEC MAGNUM

PATROL £44

Full leather ankle boot

LEATHER  £50

Same as Classic but full leather

SYMPATEX £57

Weather Proof Membrane

Classic £44

Ascot ASCOT £30

Black Leather Combat Boot

Dr MARTIN £POA

Full range available 25% discount

MAGLITE £20
2D Cell torch (RRP £25.99)

Discount on bulk orders

Combat £30

Order Line 01708 750795

www.crosswinds.net/~gtpuk

Commissionaires

If you're in the Forces there’s a fast way to make
contact with a solicitor who'll speak your language.
The Forces Legal Network is a national group of
established, independent solicitors who all provide:

FREE 30 minute initial diagnostic interviews
Staff with experience of service problems

Legal Aid and “No Win-No Fee” accident claims
24 hour emergency legal cover

A full range of quality assured legal services

Competitive fees

One call puts you in
touch with confidential
advice on any service
or family legal matter.

AR FORCES LAW HELPLINE:
The Forces Legal Network 0845 60] 1260

SECURITY .
PROFESSIONA 34

‘\‘\\\\\\

/lr;‘" l

WANTED NOW,,qm

We are recruiting now for security staff for
prestigious sites in London, the Home

Counties and other areas of the UK.

You should have served in the British Armed Services, police, fire
service or similar to join our membership organisation.
Preference given to shift workers, aged 22-55.

We offer attractive salaries, holiday and sickness pay,
training and free uniform.

Opportunities for advancement to supervisory/management roles.
Other employment opportunities also available.

For immediate processing contact:
Peter Quill 0171 490 3397
or Mike Peffer 0171 490 1125

The
Corps

of

ﬁsuoenuun
(I 2000-01
a I(

i
Home shirt (S-XXL) £39.99

10 s
OFACAL SQUAD NAME & NUMBERING
(INCLUDING FRONT NUMBER) £9.95
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‘Super-gun’ would deliver
100-mile knockout punch

RESEARCHERS at the Defence Pro-
curement Agency are looking at technolo-
gy that would enable the Royal Artillery
to reach the furthest boundary of the bat-
tlefield — about 93 miles (150km).

Its current heavy capability is based on
the self-propelled AS90 and the Multiple
Launch Rocket System (MLRS), both of
which have a range of about 20 miles.

As first reported in Soldier in Septem-
ber 1999, a project team is looking at a
two-phase schedule, expected to cost sev-
eral hundred million pounds, over the
next 15 years .

The first phase, over the next six to ten
years, would develop a guided rocket with
a 37-mile (60km) range. Researchers will
be looking at fibre-optic guided missiles
and sensor-fuzed weapons (SFM).

The rocket could be fired from the back
of a lorry and linked to its launcher by
fibre-optic thread that would play out as it
approached its target. An operator would
be able to “see” through sensors in the
rocket’s nose and direct it to the target.

SFMs could be fired by missile or deliv-
ered by artillery shell over a target area.
Once enemy armour had been recognised
within lethal range, the weapon would
detonate an explosively formed projectile,
punching through the vehicle’s armour.

In the second phase, the range would
be extended to 93 miles. Since this is too
far for a fly-by-wire method, researchers
envisage the rocket, with pop-up fins,

Aircraft at 40,000ft, equipped with ASTOR radar, — F &
detects enemy armour preparing to advance

GPS. It will havea |

range of 150km |

GPS satellite system
allows plotting of
, ——"'j").- positions with accuracy

of just a few metres

Unmanned drone is sent to

| monitor the enemy from

. 8,000ft and pass information |
to mobile command post

Command post
processes information,
using GPS satellite links
to track enemy
ateurately, and gives
command to fire missile

Graphic: The Times

Longer reach: How the new missile system would be effective to a range of nearly 100 miles

would be guided all the way to its target
by satellite. The 93-mile range version is
not expected to be in service until 2015.
The Indirect Fire Precision Artack Pro-
gramme project leader, Maj Greg Cole,
told Preview, the journal of the Defence

Procurement Agency: “The aim is to pro-
vide the land commander with an on-call
long-range precision strike capability.
This capability will exploit the new sur-
veillance and targeting capabilities that
MoD is acquiring.”

WHEN Danner asked us to test their Olympic
boot, we reckoned the man for the job was
photographer Steve Dock, a former Regular
soldier with 22 years service behind him and
a long and intimate knowledge of Army
footwear, marching for the use of.

Steve happily shelved his well-worn
combat highs and took the Olympics on
assignments to Sennybridge, Salisbury Plain
and Bavaria (where he is pictured, right,
using them to negotiate a friendly Alp).

“| gave them a good test in water and
muck and they held up very well,” said
Steve. “They were comfortable and | did not
get my feet wet at all. They have a good grip
for climbing and walking on slippery surfaces
and importantly they kept my feet nice and
toasty.”

Steve was delighted to discover that the
Olympic boot, which sells for £190 or more
and has been approved by the US Marine
Corps, didn’'t need much wearing-in. Those
first steps provided blister-free bliss.

Danner has been making boots for more

'Win a pair of

Danner boots

than 65 years and its Uniform range, in use
with military and police forces around the
world, goes through 250 separate production
stages. All feature a Gore-Tex inner bootie, a
unique stitching system, Thinsulate footbeds
for warmth and tough Vibram Kletterfold out-
soles. The sole is made up of a six-layer plat-
form in alternate layers of soft and hard
material, offering a high level of support and
comfort. No wonder Steve was chuffed.

We've got one pair of Olympics to give
away. To have a chance of
winning them, tell us on
a postcard, to reach us
by February 2:

What sort of footbed
is used in the Danner
Uniform range?

a) Fatsulate b) Thinsu-
late c¢) Mediumsulate

Include your name,
address and boot size.
The first correct entry out
of the hat wins the boots.
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My RICK JOLLY

There can't be too many people who have
been awarded medals by both sides in the
same war. This is the story of one who has

By Ray Routledge

LIKE most former Servicemen, Rick Jolly
wears his medals with pride. But even the
most casual observer will notice that one
is a little unusual.

It was awarded for service during the
Falklands War . . . by Argentina. If you
think that’s unusual, please note that
he has permission from the Queen to
wear it.

Rick Jolly was born in Hong Kong, the
son of a gunner in the Colony’s Vol-
untary Defence Corps and former pris-
oner of the Japanese, and a mother who
was an Auxiliary Yeomanry ambulance
driver.

Schooled in the Far ‘The battles Of the
Falklands were
won on the
streets Of Belfa st , more than ten seconds to

East and England, he
went to medical school at
Bart’s in London, where
he qualified in 1969.
While he was working as
a houseman, a senior doctor suggested he
take a look at the Royal Naval Reserve.

“I enjoyed it but found it a bit stiff and
formal,” he recalled. Nevertheless, he
joined full-time as a Royal Navy doctor.
“Then I tried the Royal Marines and right
from the start I loved it.

“What I liked about them — and the
Paras, with whom I worked closely for
many years — was that officers and men
were required to do the same training. In
fact, the officers were expected to do it a
little bit faster and further.”

He became medical officer to 42 Com-
mande RM, then deployed in north
Belfast. Their neighbours there were the
men of the 3rd Battalion, The Parachute
Regiment, with whom he built a strong
friendship.

Belfast at the time, he found, could be
brutal.

“No textbook can prepare you for the
aftermath of a bomb,” he said, “nor how
the sounds and smell can impact on you
when you arrive to help. I was interested
in the forensic effect of munitions so two
or three times a week I'd go to the morgue
and take pictures and use them to train
my own battlefield first-aid teams in 42
Commando. It became known as Doc
Jolly’s Horror Show.

“It sounds gruesome, but a battlefield
first-aider can’t be trained to deal with

bullet wounds unless he knows what a
bullet wound looks like.

“Whatever the problems in Northern
Ireland, I've got no doubt at all, to para-
phrase the Duke of Wellington, that the
battles of the Falklands were won on the
streets of Belfast.

“Young NCOs had been given enor-
mous responsibility early in their careers
and it proved itself in the Falklands.
When an officer fell, the NCOs carried
on, in marked contrast to the Argentin-
1ans.

“In 1982 we were plucked out of our
pre-Easter leave and told to prepare to go
to the Falklands. With the rank of acting
surgeon commander, 1
went on an advance party
on the ss Canberra, and
because of previous
friendships, it didn’t take

establish a working rela-
tionship with 3 Para.

“On the voyage south we considered
that if the Argentinians were defeated, we
would have to look after their casualties.

His medical unit installed itself in an
abandoned refrigeration plant near San
Carlos Water, where they were bombed
three days later, leaving five killed and
several badly wounded.

“During the battle for Goose Green
they brought in the gunner from a Marine
helicopter that had been shot down. The
crew had been trying to save Lt Col “H”
Jones.

“The gunner lost a leg and mangled the
other, and I had to certify his pilot,

Richard Nunn, dead. Richard was my .

best friend in the Royal Marines. I also
had to certify “H” dead, killed by a single
round.”

Argentinian casualties began to arrive
at the British hospital unit as the battle
raged. The medics managed to nurse back
to life an enemy soldier who had lost an
eye and a leg. He became a favourite on
the ward.

“I was sad when I heard that he had
been killed in a bus accident in 1984,”
said Dr Jolly.

In just three frantic weeks the team
treated more than 700 British wounded
as well as 300 Argentinians.

“People have asked me what would

Honours even for the Doc

Doubling up: Dr Rick Jolly, who has worked alon gside the Army in Belfast and the Falklands, shows off the “OBE"” the Argentinians awarded him

In print = s »

Several of Dr Rick Jolly's books have been
reissued. For Campaign Service (Red and
Green Books, £7.95) tells the story of 43
Commando Royal Marines and Royal Army
Ordnance Corps EOD teams out to foil an
IRA plot in 1972.

Jackspeak (FOSAMA, £9.95) is an hilari-
ous guide to the vivid slang used in the
Royal Navy, while In Confidence (FoOSAMA,
£9.95) lists nearly 600 unintentionally funny
comments taken from personal reports on
Service men and women.

Orders to Palamanando Publishing, PO
Box 42, Torpoint, Cornwall.

happen if you had two badly wounded
men, one Argentinian, the other British.
Who do you treat first?

“The reply is simple: the one who is
most severely wounded.”
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After the war, Rick Jolly was made OBE
and went back to general service with the
Fleet Air Arm before retiring in 1996 in
the rank of acting surgeon captain.

He went to work for the South Atlantic
Medal Association (SAMA), becoming
its first chairman, and is now president. In
1999 he went back to sea as a Merchant
Navy doctor on the cruise ship Saga Rose,
and he lectures occasionally at the Staff
College and RMA Sandhurst.

Now aged 54, he lives in semi-retire-
ment in Cornwall, where he writes and
from where he is planning a 20th anniver-
sary trip to the Falklands in 2002. It will
involve SAMA and dozens of former sol-
diers with whom he is in almost daily
contact.

So why did his former enemy decorate
this British Serviceman?

“In 1974 I served in HMS Hermes with
the Prince of Wales while he was a heli-
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copter pilot,” he explained. “He asked me
if I would go with him to Buenos Aires last
March and I agreed.

“Before we left I compiled a list of the
Argentinians we had operated on and sent
it to a journalist in Buenos Aires saying
I'd like to know what happened to them.

“We had a wonderful visit. The people
were very kind and on the last day I was
summoned to the Palace of Foreign Rela-
tions. There the Foreign Minister read out
a citation for humanitarian kindness to
Argentinian citizens during the war of
1982 and I was awarded their equivalent
of the OBE.

“Outside the room was a queue of
wounded veterans who had been through
my hospital at San Carlos Water. It was
very moving. I laid a wreath to the fallen, a
gesture that the Argentinians appreciated.

“So I now have two OBEs effectively for
the same work in the same war.”

Continuing the occasional series in
which the Army’s experts answer
some of the most-asked questions
put to CGS's Briefing Team

TV LICENCES Why do we have to buy
TV licences for every set in camp — why
can’t we be treated like hotels and get
reduced rates?

ANSWER We are up against the law on
this one and have to follow the same rules
as people living in university halls of
residence. Basically, if you share a room
you only need one licence no matter how
many TVs there are, and if you live in your
own rcom you also need one licence.

You also need to know that you can
claim refunds if you are deployed on
operations.

The rules are set by the BBC TV
Licence Management Unit (TVLMU),
which carried out a review in 1999 and
concluded that the Armed Forces were
responsible for £3 million of unpaid licence
fees - so we are not enormously popular.
As a result of pressure from MoD, the
TVLMU has appointed a Forces’ liaison
officer whose job it is to consider the issue
of licensing in the Armed Forces to liaise
with us and have open discussions.

NEWS Why do we
always hear about
things that affect
us from the
newspapers or TV
rather than
hearing it from
the chain of
command?

ANSWER There
are a number of
reasons — not all to
do with incompetence.

TV stations — and even the newspapers
- are often quicker than the chain of
command. We do try to wamn people off,
when relevant, ahead of announcements
- but don’t always get the information or
clearance to release it in time.

We are often victims of leaks or
blunders. Quite often, what appears in the
newspapers was not intended for
publication, but journalists are very good
at getting people to say too much.

We all read the papers or watch TV, so
there are times when information is
deliberately passed to you using these
means.

Advance notice of something can lead
to a leak that reduces the desired effect of
an announcement — often by a
Government minister. As a result of past
experience, some people are reluctant to
allow anyone else to steal their thunder.

Don't always believe what you read in
the papers.

Remember that while you may hear
something on the TV first, you often get
the truth — perhaps a day or so later — from
someone who knows what they are talking
about.




Key role for

Soldiers from PWRR
police main route
In and out of Serbia

Report: Andy Simms
Pictures: Mike Weston

FUELLED by several glasses of slivovic, a
group of Albanians recover their stash of
AK70s and head off toward the Kosovo-
Serbia boundary.

Desperate to rile the Serb military police
stationed inside the 5km safety zone that
separates the two provinces, they fire 40
rounds in the general direction of Serbia.

Disappointed their actions have not
prompted a return of fire, they head back
towards their homes — blissfully unaware
that their actions have been tracked by a
patrol from the 1st Battalion, The Princess
of Wales’s Royal Regiment.

A short distance from the boundary the
car carrying the perpetrators is stopped,
the driver and pas-

sengers are arrested ‘ Desperate
and their weapons are .
to rile the

confiscated.
Serbs, the

“One of the main
problems on the

boundary has been KOSOVaNs
with the Kosovar Al- fire 40
banians,” said Capt

Giles Francke, oper- rounds 9

ations officer for the
battle-group. “We know that a lot of them
still have weapons hidden away and that
they sometimes fire them. However, in
such cases those responsible are found and
their weapons are taken from them.”

One of the main focuses of 1 PWRR’s
tour in Kosovo is gate three, located north
of Podujevo on the provincial boundary.
“Being in command of gate three puts us
in the shop window,” said Capt Francke.
“The gate represents the fastest route
from Belgrade to Pristina and attracts a
large volume of people crossing the
boundary.”

Flanked by two watch towers and
manned by armed soldiers and a team of
translators, gate three is a hive of activity.
Passing across the boundary without the
necessary documents is impossible,

“We have not had any trouble here,” said
LCpl Richard Edwards (C Coy, 1 PWRR).
“The busiest days we have are when a pris-
oner is released. Large crowds turn up to
meet them but they are always well be-
haved and wait patiently.”

Visual deterrent: A Challenger 2 manned by B Squadron, Queen’s
Royal Hussars (part of the PWRR battle-group) patrols the boundary
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Flyover: A Warrior from Y Coy, 1 PWRR, above, passes
over gate three while LCpl Richard Edwards (C Coy, 1
PWRR) watches the main road from Belgrade into Kosovo 5 \E‘

Making a splash: Pte Robin Hall (Y Coy 1, PWRR), right, |
negotiates a Warrior through the Kosovan countryside |
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Ready for
action: Cpl
Steve Munns,
right, scouts
ahead of a
Warrior
commanded
by LCpl Shaun
Wildgoose
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On foot: Left to right,
above, Cpl Steve
Munns, Gdsm Willie
Murray, Pte Mark
Nicholson and Pte
Gavin Rolfe patrol a
village close to the

VJ trail - the name
given to the route used
by Serb forces to enter
Kosovo during the war

Eagle-eyed: Lt Dom
Sweny (1 PWRR), left,
scans the exclusion
zone beyond gate
three from his
observation post on
the boundary between
Kosovo and Serbia
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Flying the flag: Pte Steven Briggs (1 PWO) celebrates victory after a flawless first appearance in an England vest

Picture: Graeme Main

Swinging for England

Private debuts on
international stage

THERE was nothing tentative about Pte
Steven Briggs’s first steps on to the inter-

national boxing stage, writes Andy .

Simms.

With the assured confidence of a sea-
soned professional Briggs (1 PWQO) made
light work of America’s William Webb in
London’s Hilton Hotel ring, out-pointing
the pre-fight favourite 21-6.

It was a marture display by someone
fighting in an England vest and in front of
television cameras for the first time, and
one made all the more impressive by the
circumstances surrounding his call-up to
the national squad.

In-form Briggs has been on the fringe
of the England set-up for some time burt it
was an injury to regimental and Army
boxing team-mate L.Cpl Mark McMahon
(1 PWO) that finally gave him his chance.

When a hapless McMahon picked up a

wrist injury at a club match in Croydon,
Army coach SSgt Neil McCallum was
approached by England manager Ian
Irwin about a possible replacement for
the light-middleweight contest.

Despite normally fighting at welter-
weight, Briggs’s name was put forward by
McCallum and after much contempla-
tion it was accepted — giving Briggs just
24 hours to ready himself for the fight.

But if Briggs lacked preparation time it
did not show in the ring against the heav-
ier Webb. Indeed, testament to the 21-6
scoreline, he looked a class above his
opponent. In an Olympic bout Webb
would have been stopped by the referee as
soon as Briggs had amassed a 15-point
lead.

“I always knew I would get my chance
to pull on an England vest but I did not
think it would happen at light-mid-
dleweight,” said Briggs.

“In a way the late decision for me to
fight helped. I felt physically ready and if I

had had more time I no doubt would have *

been more nervous. When the referee
raised my arm at the end of the fight it was
the best moment of my boxing career — it
was a truly amazing feeling and one I will
never forget.”

Briggs’s victory helped England to
record a 5-2 win over America.

B Round up: Army beat Bridport ABC 3-
1 — Wins for Pte Mark Thompson, Pte
Spence Evans and LCpl Mark McMahon
secured team victory. LCpl Neil Robinson
lost a points decision to Paul Stewart. ,

Army beat East London 5-4 - Perfor-
mance of the night belonged to light-
heavyweight LCpl lan Dilkes who floored
stocky Pole Andre Pickalkiewkz in the
second round. Gnr Alastair Morrison
stopped his opponent inside the opening
round and Pte Darryn Bushbye, LCpl Lee
Morris and Gdsm John Read all won on
points.

Cpl Nathan Dorrian was forced to retire
from his bout with Chris Bensten after a
clash of heads left him with a cut below the
eye. Gnr Stefan Symes and Pte Nigel Brett
both lost on points.
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MODERN PENTATHLON

Olympic stars are the
toast of Sandhurst

LIFE as a military courier during the
1800s was no easy vocation — particularly
if you held the esteemed position of
King’s Messenger, writes Andy
Simms.

Equipped with pistol and rapier for -

protection, a typical day for the King’s
courier would begin on horseback with a
journey through hostile territory.

Along the way it was not uncommon for
the messenger to have to duel with his
rapier, use his pistol, swim a river and run
through woods to reach his goal.

It is the combination of the disciplines
used by these couriers that provided the
concept behind the modern pentathlon.
The sport — which features equestrian,
fencing, shooting, swimming and
running events — was first intro-
duced at the 1912 Olympics
as a test of military skills.

Last year marked another
milestone in the sports his-
tory with the women’s
event featuring in an
Olympic Games for the
first time.

And although the Army
did not have anvone in
Sydney for the modern
pentathlon, it did play
a role in bolster-
ing Great Britain’s g€ S ss#
medal tally. e S

Olympic gold medallist Stephanie
Cook and bronze medallist Kate Allenby
both trained at the Army modern pen-

Model performers:
Olympic medallists

Stephanie Cook, left,
and Kate Allenby

Bernie's Angels

tathlon centre at the Royal Military Acad-
emy Sandhurst before the Games.

The two hot-shots captured the imagi-

nation of the British public with their

sporting exploits Down Under.

Lying in eighth place after four-events,
Cook began the 3,000m run 49
seconds behind leader American
Emma DeRiel and 44 seconds be-
hind second-placed team mate
Allenby.

With DeRiel heading
towards Olympic gold,
Cook emerged with a
devastating burst, first
passing Allenby and
then leader DeRiel
with just 300m to go.
“Athletes like Ste-
phanie and Kate
come to Sand-
hurst because
they know
that the
Army always strives
for perfection,” said
Army pentathlon
coach SSgt Bernie
Moss (REME),
pictured above.

“The centre here
is ideal for modern
pentathlon train-
ing because we
have all the
necessary
W facilities
on site. We have riding at the stables,
an indoor shooting range, a swimming

pool, a gym and undulating ground to

run on.”

(WOMENSHOCKEY .. 0 8 e
Championship run continues

Army win the silverware
for the third year running

THE Army women’s hockey team is fast
becoming the Manchester United of Ser-
vices hockey.

Indeed, it is a comparison that the
Royal Navy or Royal Air Force are unlike-
lv to challenge after the Army picked up
their third successive Inter-Services

" indoor hockey title at Portsmouth.
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Under the watchful eye of coach WO1
Jeff Day (RLLC) the team made a stunning
start to the tournament, scoring in the
opening seconds of their clash with the
RAF through Maj Jan Waring (RMP),
who smashed home a penalty corner.

Spurred on by their early success the
Army surged forward and ran riot against
a downtrodden RAF side.

Capt Claire Phillips (REME), Sgt
Camps Campling (AGC), Cfn Claire

Ryding (REME) and Cpl Tracy Hoffman
(R Signals) all found the back of the net
to take the final score to 9-1.

Determined not to fall victim to the
same fate as their RAF counterparts, the
Royal Navy adopted defensive tactics in
an attempt to restrict the free-scoring
Army women.

Although there were few chances in the
game, the Army still managed to score
four unanswered goals.




SPORT

Army rivals quashed

IT was another good year for the Army
squash team at the Combined Services
individual championships.

WO2 Gary Clarke (men’s open cham-
pion), Lt Karen Banks (women’s cham-
pion) and Lt Col Robbie Robinson
(veteran’s champion) all retained their
titles. Pte Michael Grehan added to the
Army honours with a win in the under-
25 competition.

Quins’ last gasp winner
GUNNERS from 7 (Parachute) Royal
Horse Artillery came within seconds of
claiming the scalp of Premiership rugby
giants NEC Harlequins.

The match, which
attracted a large crowd
at Aldershot’s rugby
stadium and raised
more than £1,500 for
Children in Need, was
decided in the final
minute by the boot of
Quins’ Ed Jennings.

The England under-
19s star clinched a 16-
14 victory for the
professional-side with
a well-struck penalty
kick from 40 yards.

The decisive score
followed a spirited
second-half fight-back
by the gunners, who
turned around a 13-
point deficit with tries
from Gnr Andy Dawl-
ing and Gnr Martin
Lacer. Gnr Derek Jang
kicked both conver-
sions. With a number of top-class playvers
on display, including Gloucester’s Gnr
Rory Greenslade-Jones (pictured above),
7 RHA gave a good account of them-
selves.

Royal seal of approval

THE Duke of Edinburgh has awarded
Exercise Saratoga Crossroads, a joint
Services expedition to Bikini Atoll, the
runner-up place in his prize for the
British Sub-Aqua Club.

Maj Andy Reid, OC of 32 Army Edu-
cation Centre, Northern Ireland, led the
team and was presented with the award
at Buckingham Palace.

The intrepid explorer’s next high pro-
file trip will be to St Paul Island, Nova
Scotia, in August 2001. Maj Reid dis-
covered the bell from the sailing ship
Clymene, dated 1861, while on holiday
on the remote, uninhabited island.

Expedition Minerva Sovereign will
survey the wreck with a view to returning
the bell to Workington in Cumbria where
it is thought to have been made.

RUGBY UNION

One try for me Argentina...

... but England pay
dispute shadows
Services' showpiece

FEW cried for Argentina when they
defeated the Combined Services 44-7 at
Portsmouth, writes Roger Thompson.

It was a muted victory, the attending
press corps being caught, like a rabbit in
the headlights, by the England team’s pay
strike. Interviews, quotes and projections
all focused on the possible cancellation of
the Twickenham international. The Ser-
vices’ thunder was well and truly stolen
before a ball had been kicked.

At Burnaby Road, despite a flotilla of
groundsmen swabbing the decks, the
pitch was deep in water. The flags stood
stiffly to attention in a thumping gale and
the weather was firmly in command.

Some wise folk shivering in the stand
murmured “cancellaton™ but 8,000
miles is a long way to come for warm beer
and cucumber sandwiches.

In the levelling conditions the Services
started nervously and then temporarily
went downhill. Facing the situation
squarely both sides initially engaged in
aerial ping-pong. The Services’ ball held
up high and motionless in the wind while
the Argentinians repeatedly kicked from
beyond the half-way line back into the
Services’ 22.

From one such long ball, and a major
Services’ fumble in the third minute, the
Argentinian hooker was allowed to dive
home beneath the posts.

For the remainder of the half the home
pack provided a solid platform and
secured a measure of parity without ever
being in the driving seat.

LBdr Lee Soper (7 (Para) RHA) had an
exceptional match in the line-out but,
playing against the elements, it was unfair
to ask the backs for miracles — especially
for the ten minutes that Gnr Andy Dawl-
ing (7 (Para) RHA) spent in the sin bin.
The extra load caused by Dawling’s
absence created cracks in the defence at
the end of the first half that were never to
be papered over in the second.

The teams turned around with the
Pumas leading 17-0 and any hopes of a
Services comeback evaporated when
team skipper Capt Howard Graham
(AGC) was forced to leave the field for
medical attention.

With the centre pairing disrupted, the
Services failed to use the wind to their
advantage. In contrast, the Pumas started

Challenging times: Gnr Andy Dawling (7
(Para) RHA) attempts to stop a Puma attack

a series of mass attacks into the wind —
playing handsomely expansive rugby in
the conditions. The Puma forwards pro-
vided an exhibition of flowing, powerful
rugby for extended periods while their
backs flippered forward across the satu-
rated mud.

The Services forayed briefly into
attacking positions and from one such
line-out Soper burst through to feed Flt
Lt Howard Parr (RAF) who scored under
the posts. Lt Dan Coen (RE) converted.

As a Rotherham player, Parr’s pedigree
is well known and both the Army and
Navy should beware his skills and pace in
the Willis Championship next year.

The final result did not match the Ser-
vices’ aspirations, but to be fair Argentina
fielded 14 full internationals and had just
narrowly lost to the Springboks. Indeed,
England only managed to beat them 19-
0. In such context this was probably a
better-than-average performance from a
scratch Services side — but arguably it
should have been better.
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' (Scrum on down

Your chance to win
a signed Quins shirt

SOLDIER has teamed up with NEC
Harlequins to offer rugby fans a price-
less keepsake. For your chance to win a
Quins rugby shirt signed by the team,
simply answer the following question:

Which current Quins player won
the World Cup with Australia last
vear?

a) Zinzan Brooke

b) David Wilson

¢) Will Greenwood

Send your answers on a postcard to
Quins Competition, Soldier, Ordnance
Road, Aldershot, Hants, GU11 2DU.

The winner will be drawn at random
from the correct answers received by

\February 15
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Guards at the forefront

THE Roval Dragoon Guards beat off
strong competition to win the Royal
Armoured Corps golf championships at
the Army golf club in Sennelager. The
Royal Scots Dragoon Guards took
second place and The Queen’s Royal
Hussars third.

REME bounce to title

AT the end of five days of fierce competi-
tion REME were crowned Army Inter-
Corps basketball champions.

The Eddie Stobart-sponsored tourna-
ment also brought silverware for the
AGC (women’s champions) and Royal
Signals (B league champions).

Very best in eye care
ARMY eye surgeon Capt Gerry Clare
(RAMC) completed the New York City
marathon in 4hr 26min and raised more
than £1,000 for the Royal National Insti-
tute for the Blind.

Foundations for success

THE Army’s under-18 rugby league
squad began preparations for their forth-
coming tour of France with a game
against Leeds’s Notre Dame School at
the Army Foundation College in Harro-
gate. The visitors ran out 22-8 winners.

Reeled in by England
FORCE eight onshore winds at the
European shore angling championships
at Domburg, Netherlands did little to
weather the spirits of Cpl Mike Bowden
(REME).

Having entered the competition as an
individual, Bowden was approached by
an under-strength England open team
and asked to represent his country.
Returned to a full compliment of five,
the team finished third in the open
championships. In the individual compe-
tition Bowden finished 15th.

Anyone interested in sea-angling
should contact Monchengladbach Mil
2224 or LCpl Dave Garvin on Dulmen
Mil 2335.

Do you think the England rugby players
were right to strike over pay or should
honour be reason enough to play for
your country ?

Soldier’s sports desk welcomes your
sports stories, results and opinions.

Write to: Andy Simms, Sports Editor,
Soldier, Ordnance Road, Aldershot,
Hants GU11 2DU or e-mail him at
asimms(@soldiermagazine.co.uk

Acceptance or rejection of copy is the
decision of the Sports Editor, who
reserves the right to amend for length,
clarity or style.
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Hold on: Cpl Gordon Barrett (REME), left, and LCpl Carl Lerpiniene, right, brave strong winds aboard one o
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f the Army’s racing dinghies

Alive on the ocean wave

Soldiers conquer
Southampton Water

THOSE who shun adventure, have a dis-
like for breakneck speeds and are scared
of a little water should avert their atten-
tion now — Southampton Water is not the
place for you.

However, those willing to put their sea
legs to the test in pursuit of an exciting
pastime should arrange a visit to the Land
Command Sailing Centre at Netley.

Situated in Hampshire’s picturesque
Royal Victoria Country Park, the Army-

owned centre represents the first port of

call for anyone interested in dinghy sailing
or powerboating. Kitted out with its own
fleet of vessels — which range from basic

dinghies to high-performance racers —
and with two full-time instructors, the
centre caters for complete beginners
through to experienced sailors.

Southampton Water provides a safe but
challenging classroom for students. Chief
instructor Clive Grant told Soldier: “This
is an ideal place for sailing and a perfect
place to teach. Although the waters are
tidal we can launch boats almost all day.

“We have the home of ocean racing
(the Hamble) in one direction and the Isle
of Wight in the other — the whole place is
geared towards sailing.”

Recognised by the Royal Yachring
Association, the courses run from
Monday to Friday and begin on dry land
under the watchful eye of Grant and Sig
Mark Langhorne (R Signals). However,
the real lessons are learnt on the wet stuff

and although help is always close by stu-
dents are encouraged to get out there and
test the water.

The number of sailors in the Army is on
the increase but it is Netley’s powerboat
courses that are flooded with subscribers.

With top speeds of up to 40 knots, the
appeal of power-boating to thrill-seekers
is clear but there is more to the courses
than handling a boat at speed.

“The Army needs qualified powerboat
handlers for its adventurous training
camps in places like Brac, Cyprus, Belize
and Brunei,” said Grant,

“We not only teach people how to drive
the boats but also how to assist other
boats and pull people from the water
safely.”

B For more information on the
courses on offer contact 02380 457242,

BADMINTON: The Army badminton team’s
tour to Brunei got off on the right foot with a 9-
2 win over hosts 1 RGR.

A 10-1 defeat to the Brunei Shell Recre-
ation Centre followed but the team returned to
winning ways for their encounter with Kuala
Belait B (10-1).

The team finished the tour on a high note by
beating a very strong Kuala Belait A team 7-4.

FOOTBALL: The Combined Services
women's side were beaten 4-1 by a strong
London Ladies representative Xl in their first
fixture of the season.

RUGBY LEAGUE: Soldiers from 39 Engineer
Regiment demonstrated their sporting
prowess by beating rugby league rivals the
Coventry Bears 4-0 in an exhibition match

organised to kick off the Rugby League World
Cup.

Held at the birthplace of the sport, Rugby
School, the match was decided by a try from
Sgt John Geddis.

RUGBY UNION: The Army U21s cruised to a
70-6 win over the Royal Navy U21s at the
Army Rugby Stadium, Aldershot.
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Safety net: Capt Emily Perrett (RLC) attempts

Tidworth and Bu

THE Army’s top netball teams converged
at the Aldershot Garrison Sports Centre
to compete for the much sought-after title
of Army Inter-Unit champions.
Competition favourites Rhine Army
Support Unit began well but saw their
claim on the title evaporate when they
were beaten by eventual finalists 27 Regi-

§ : ¢ i saniTREY
In full flight: Pte “Gibbo” Gibbons mounts
a counter-attack for 1 RRW picture: Chris Atkins
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to block Sgt Rachel Gibbons’s path to goal

ford’s net gain

ment RLLC and Tidworth and Bulford
Garrison. A closely contested final saw
Tidworth and Bulford Garrison emerge
as champions.

B If you are interested in playing
netball for your regiment, corps or
the Army contact Capt Andrea Luck
on Aldershot Mil 3784.

RUGBY LEAGUE

Welsh victory puts
Stag party on hold

BRITISH Forces Germany’s first rugby
league season ended in jubilation for 1st
Battalion, The Royal Regiment of Wales,
who recorded a convincing 48-18 victory
in their Challenge Cup final clash against
the Sennelager Stags.

With a half-time lead of 18-8, the Welsh
always had control of a game officiated by
Super League referee John Connolly.

Second-half tries from Pte “Gibbo”
Gibbons, Pte Chris Jones, Pte Tim Rees,
Pte Keith Urch and LCpl . Tav Rees put
the result beyond any doubt. The guest of
honour, Wigan Warriors” Mick Cassidy,
named 1 RRW’s LCpl Kev Maddox as
the man-of-the-match.

The 1st Bartalion, The Duke of
Wellington’s Regiment won the plate
competition, defeating 16 Signal Regi-
ment 12-6.

B Anyone interested in taking part
in rugby league in Germany should
contact Capt Brian Stow on Pader-
born Mil 3707 or SSgt Gary Norman
on Fallingbostel Mil 2240.

Your sporting guide
to Janua

ATHLETICS: 17 - 5 Div cross-country
championships (Larkhill).

BADMINTON: 15-16 — 5 Div champi-
onships (Colerne).

BASKETBALL: 30-Feb 1 — 4 Div Inter-
Unit championships.

BOBSLEIGH: 9-14 — British champi-
onships (Winterberg, Germany); 29-Feb 4 —
Army championships (lIgls, Austria).

BOXING: 11 — British Army (Germany)
novice grade three team final (BA(G) unit
venue); 17-18 — Combined Services individ-
ual championships (RAF Uxbridge).

CANOEING: 13-14 — Army championships
(Llangollen).

CRESTA: 25 — Army championships (St
Moritz, France).

EQUITATION: 13 — Army point-to-point
championships (Larkhill); 29 -~ RA point-to-
point championships (Larkhill).

FENCING: 20-21 — Aldershot open (Alder-
shot).

FOOTBALL: 6 - Youth v Somerset
(Away); 12 — Completion of all Challenge Cup
and Minor-Units Cup third round ties; 14 —
Youth v Berkshire Schools (Aldershot), TA v
RLC (Deepcut); 17 — Army v Fire Service
(Away); 20 — Youth v Gwent (Aldershot); 24
— Women v Prison Services (Away); 30 —
Combined Services v FA (Away).

HOCKEY: 6-7 — Indoor tournament (Birm-
ingham).

LAWN TENNIS: 20 — Army women v
Bourne Club (Aldershot); 27 — Army v Metro-
politan Police (Aldershot).

LUGE: 29-Feb 4 — Army championships
(Igls, Austria).

MODERN PENTATHLON: 20-21 — Winter
pentathlon series (RMAS).

RUGBY LEAGUE: 16-21 — Army under-18
tour (Paris); Challenge Cup, third round
(TBA).

RUGBY UNION: 10 — Army A v TBC
(Aldershot); 17 — Army v Army A (Aldershot);
24 — Army v Oxford (Aldershot).

SKELETON: 9-13 — Army championships
(Winterberg, Germany).

SKI BIKE: 20-21 — Army championships.

SNOWBOARDING: 6-13 — Army Medical
Services championships; 13-20 — Army
championships (Stubai Glacier, Austria).

SQUASH: 11 — Army v Magnet Leisure
(Away); 15 — Vets v Axis 1 (Away); 12-14 —
Army tour of Newcaste; 17 — Army v Oxford
University (Iffley Road); 24-26 — Army cham-
pionships (Aldershot); 25 — Army v Run-
nymede (Aldershot); 29 — Combined Services
ladies v Hampshire, Vets v Reflex Fitness 1
(Aldershot).

TENNIS AND RACKETS: 21 — Army v TR
Association (Queen's).

WINTER SPORTS: 13-23 — Nordic and
Alpine Land Div championships (Monetier,
Villenevue, France); Nordic and Alpine 1 (UK)
Armd Div championships (Les Contamines,
France); 24-Feb 8 — Alpine Army champi-
onships (Serre Chevalier, France), Nordic
Army/National/Inter-Services championships
(Ruhpolding, Germany).

Got a date for the diary? E-mail your fix-
tures to fixtures @soldiermagazine.co.uk




OR WRITE TO US AT: SCE LTD, PO BOX 177, Qul0 international

FARINGDON, OXON, UK SN7 7TEW

FUR: THE-VERY CANTEST

To get the very best
all-round package, you need

all the latest facts and figures - now
they're here in the brand new,

Tax Free Buyer’s Guide - and it's =
yours ABSOLUTELY FREE! For

STOCK UPDATE
JUST CALL US - NOW!
01367 710333
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EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING

For an information pack
send a large SAE to:

Professional Bodyguard Association

The White House, 24 Cumberland Tce,
Willington, Co Durham, DL15 OPB

No telephone enquiries

Such is the reputation of the
PBA that in 1997 we acted
as Close Protection advisers
to the Chiefs of Staff at the

your copy just call the SCE Information S ‘ E Pentagon.
Line on (UK) 01367 710333 now!

‘British expertise at work through the PBA’
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# THE ULTIMATE IN DRIVING PLEASURE .

Don’t be disappointed - Place your provisional order NOW!

RANSERS

Sales Hotline: 01980 653434
Fax: 01980 654256
www.peugeotmilitarysales.co.uk
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COMPETITIONS

Frank Finch has made ten

drawings taken from our
archive. Circle the differ-
ences in the lower image, cut
out the whole panel, add
your name and address and
send to HOAY 710, Soldier,
Ordnance Road, Aldershot,
GU11 2DU by January 31.

A photocopy is acceptable,
but only one entry per person
may be submutted.

Do not include anything
else in your envelope.

First correct entry drawn
after the closing date will

changes in detail to one of his

win £100; the second and
third will receive £10 gift
vouchers. No correspon-
dence of any kind can be
entered into.

The names of the winner
and runners-up will be
announced in the March
issue.

Name : (Give initials and rank or title)

(Address ;

|

S

November competition (No 708): First correct entry drawn was from Mr |
Reid, of Leven, Fife, who wins £100. Runners-up Mr K Sharp, of Breaston,
Derbyshire and Mr B Meadows, of Edgbaston, Birmingham, receive a £10
voucher each. The ten differences were: birds; tree shape; second soldier
from left; No 8's singlet; No 4's arm and fingers; diving gymnast’s back

and trouser leg; table hinge; lines on platform.

“These turkey drummers smell bootiful”

Write your own funny caption for the photograph, right, first
published in Soldier in May 1952. The best, in the opinion of
the Editor, will win a prize from our silver collection bearing
the Army logo. Soldier’s usual competition rules apply and
entries should reach us by January 31.

Winner of the November
competition (right) is LCpl
Bate, of Wattisham-based HQ
Sgn, 4 Regt AAC, with the
horribly un-PC “The ever
under-recruited and rather
short-lived Royal Army
Suicide Corps goes through
a dry run before being
issued with pistols”. Runner-
up is AT Iddon, Scott Troop,
263(H) Sig Sgn, Arborfield,
with “Recruit trainers always
went back to basics: ‘Here is
where you insert food'.”
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On the Worcestershire -
Shropshire border:

MOFFATS

A happy family
boarding school proud

of a long association with
Service Families. A school
where children learn to
approach all they do with
healthy wunpressurised
enthusiasm. A school that
thrives in its own beautiful
parkland setting. A school
where - to put it simply -
children make the best use of
this most magical time of life

Call now for full details and to
arrange a visit

Small Classes
Many Artistic
& Cultural Activities
Expert help for Dyslexia/SpLD
Sports & Riding in our
110-acre grounds
Hospitality & fun for those
in at exeats or half~terms
Our own escorts to all
stations and UK airports
An Ethos of Discipline,
Kindness & Mutual Respect

Moffats
School

Boys & Girls 7 to 13

at Kinlet Hall, Bewdley, Wores DY12 3AY
Tel: (01299) 841230

www.moffats.co.uk

® Offers outstanding preparation for CE and
scholarships to all leading senior schools

@® An excellent tradition in music, drama and art

® Superb grounds and expert coaching in all the major

® A wide variety of evening and weekend activities for

® Easy access to London, A3 and airports

@ Bursaries available to Forces and clergy families.

Highfield School

Liphook, Hants GU30 7LQ
Tel 01428 728000 Fax 01428 728001

Highfield is a co-educational boarding
and day preparatory school for 170
children aged 7-13. Set in 175 acres of
woodland playing fields with a
purpose-built pre-prep in the grounds.

sports

boarders

To visit or ask for a prospectus, ring 01428
728000 or email office @highfieldschool.org.uk
Website - www.highfieldschool.org.uk

At Blue Coat we educate
tOMOIrrow's high fiers

Places available for 2000-2001 |

High reputation among Service Families |
Co-educational, day (2-13) and boarding (7-13)
Preparation for a wide range of senior schools
Excellence in Music, Art and Sport

Academic and Music Scholarships

20 minutes from Birmingham Interational Airport

i S S

For further information, please contact

(quoting Reference Soldier 2K):

Tel: 00 44 (0)121 456 3966

Fax: 00 44 (0)121 454 7757

E-mail: admissions@bluecoat.bham.sch.uk
Website: www.bluecoat.bham.sch.uk «

the
Blue

Coat

school
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Way above
average

With a pass rate way above the local average you
can be sure at Fulneck School your child will really shine.

Fulneck is an Independent Day and Boarding School
(founded 1753) for boys and girls aged 3 to 18.

We offer a caring Christian environment with high academic
standards, small teaching groups and after school care.
Fulneck offers a range of boarding options and
competitive fee structure.

BURSARIES AND DISCOUNTS
AVAILABLE TO SERVICES PERSONNEL

= FULNECK SCHOOL
PUDSEY., LEEDS

For further information please contact
T'he Admissions Secretary, Fulneck School, Pudsey, Leeds, LS28 8DS
Tel. 0113 2570235 Fax: 0113 2557316 www.lulneck.leeds.sch.uk

)
L

SCHOOLS WEB DIRECTORY

MOFFATS SCHOOL
www.moffats.co.uk

HIGHFIELD SCHOOL
www.highfieldschool.org.uk

THE BLUE COAT SCHOOL
www.bluecoat.bham.sch.uk

FULNECK SCHOOL
www.fulneck.leeds.sch.uk

HIGHFIELD SCHOOL
www.highfieldschool.org.uk

QUEEN VICTORIA SCHOOL
www.qvc.org.uk

THE DUKE OF YORK’S ROYAL MILITARY
SCHOOL :
www.dukeofyorkschool.com

WOODHOUSE GROVE SCHOOL
www.woodhouse-grove.demon.co.uk
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The Duke of York’s Royal

Military Shool, Dover

founded in 1803

“LOOKING FORWARD WITH CONFIDENCE -
LOOKING BACK WITH PRIDE”

The unique boarding school for children of service personnel.

® The Dukes of York’s School has excellent exam
results across a broad curriculum, and high
expectations in all that it does

® Itis a 100% boarding school for 500 pupils
providing precisely the caring, secure and
stable environment needed for service children

® With outstanding facilities and a strong
reputation in sport, music and drama, pupils
are given many opportunities to excel

® Subsidised fees for sons and daughters of
serving and retired service personnel

Full enquiries to: Headmaster, The Duke of York’s

Ru'g'ill Militilr\" Schnol. Dover CT15 "_)I‘,Q
Phone: (01304) 245024 Fax: (01304) 245019

E-mail: duke @ easynet.co.uk

N

WOODHOUSE GROVE

together with its Preparatory School
Bronte House, welcomes the children
of serving members of HM Forces.

Situated in delightful countryside
between Leeds and Bradford,
with immediate access to airport,
railway and motorways. The
schools are fully co-educational
ly (900 boys and girls 3-18).

o us allowances for Forces ||

[ in addition to the
irding Allowance.

The Headmaster’s secretary will
be pleased to send full details and
prosepctus if you telephone

(0113) 250 2477

APPERLEY BRIDGE,
WEST YORKSHIRE BD10 ONR

A registered Charity which exists to provide education for children
Registered Charity No. 529205

e e e ——




l SCHOOLS for service
tamilies

FARRINGTONS & QUEEN VICTORIA SCHOOL | |
STRATFORD HOUSE Set in 45 acres of beautiful Perthshire countryside offering:

Perry Street, Chislehurst, Kent BR7 6L.R | * Stable and uninterrupted co-educational
Tel: 020 8467 0256 Fax: 020 8467 5442 boarding fpr} 1718 yeRricis
Methodist Board of Colleges & Schools * Quality education including school

clothing at low cost - termly fees under £250
*% Overall I.)Il teacher ratio 8.5 to 1; total
oll

BOARDING FOR GIRLS (2'/2-18) school Roll 270

DAY, WEEKLY AND FULL

® Day girls (2'/2 to 18), full and weekly boarders (7 to 18) * IE'-"h?ls?)l:':Ly llncLudesecShlldren of ﬁer‘"ce d
® Excellent GCSE and Advanced Level results from a wide ' meScotIa?ldw 0 are:serving or haveisene
ahility intake
® Strong Sixth Form and over 90% of leavers taking u # Warm friendly and lively atmoshpere
P
University places annually where pastoral care takes a high priority
® Small classes, High teacher: pupil ratio ‘| % School hospital and resident Sister
I. First-rate facilities, sports hall, dance studio, weights room,
swimming pool and 25 acre grounds % Full range of curriculum following the
@ Strong pastoral care and a great sense of family and Scottish educational system
community
® Full programme of after-school care, supervised homework i Extensive programme of sport, music and

extra-curricular activities

sessions and weekend activities. Qutings and clubs for day

girls and boarders ** Easily accessible by road, rail or air
® Weekly boarding to help working parents

Visits to the school are welcome at any time.

For Prospectus and further information or an appointment, please write or relephone:
TEIePhone or fax for a pl.'ospectus Tile Headmaster, QUE(;;I Vict(;ria School,
Farringtons & Stratford House exists solely to Dunblane, Perthshire FK15 0JY
provide a high quality, caring education for girls Tel: 0131-310-2901 or (01786) 822288
I Registered Educational Charity number 307916 A‘| Fax: 0131-310-2926

JIER R [A,_ DER OFFER
Self assessment made easy by taxchecker

® SAVE MONEY

« Jargon free step by step help . Save the expense of an accountant
« Calculate the correct tax in « Save £5 off retail price

seconds « Save with discounted upgrade next
e Print and send your return to the year

Inland Revenue » Save £10 when “Filing by Internet”
« Successfully tested through Inland

Revenue systems

Order your copy today

JE 0800 458 1898

quorrng reference SL1 or fill in coupon

Court, Matford Business Park, Exeter EX2 8PF ~ |

Please send me ............... Taxchecker CD Rom(s) @ £14.99 each + £2.95 p&p
I enclose my cheque for € .............. Payable to ACM Ltd or debit my credit card No.
g Name: .. Signature:

‘-_./\-.../—J

cnecker.com T

d LTI TICT T L[ [ ] |eeneesses E
i )

----------------------------
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Another year another laugh

The humorous side of
oo“s life in the Army as
s | seen by SOLDIER
5, cartoonist Chip

ALSO AVAILABLE
ON-LINE AT:
www.soldiermagazine.co.uk

To order, send a cheque/postal order made payable to ‘Soldier’ to:
Chip Cartoon Book, Ordnance Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU

ORDER HOTLINE: 01252 347354

Subscrlbe and save!

® Save cash when you subscribe today
® FREE postage @ FREE binder

om—————————— T e PR=——mmmm—— 1
' UK: : |
| (120GBUOB) ..viviionsisimmipiog bl R £23.00 |
| (28 ISBUBBY ..ooconsssneiioissnissin s e I S £40.00 |
. Overseas: i
| (12 1S8U88) .. s i TR £32.20 |
| (23 1SSUBS) . oivvi ittt e bire e I R £60.00 |
. BFPO: i
| (12 ISBUBS) ..o rmsimmrerar bt A R £13.80 |
I I
:‘ I would like to subscribe to SOLDIER for: J One yéar U Two years i "
| Please start my subscription with the ......................... issue. |
1 I
: NBIMB: .oosiiesssiibin Bhtenesissssisinieniinatitis Priasatsl ihsormers o e Ot N i
I
0 T R S A
' i
1 I
I
I : .. Postcode: . ennensenies |
: I em.ltm, a Lhequc. PO payablL to SOLDIER for ........... :
; Return to Soldier, Ordnance Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU :
[ Credit card hotline: 01252 347353 SR
i Now order on www.soldiermagazine.co.uk
e o e e e e o e e e s e s e e e e e e e e B B e B
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© € | responded to an advert like this and for the past
four years | have been enjoying walking holidays in
the UK and in Europe as an HF Leader. It's demanding,
rewarding and, above all, great fun. 2

Kit Mayers

Why not join Kit and become a voluntary Leader?

The next Leader assessment course

starts on Friday 9 February 2001, but ca I I 02 0 85 1 1 1 588
places are limited. so contact us today

for a Leader information pack.

www_htholidays.co.uk/leaders quoting ref LEA7.

ABTOT 5008 IATA ATOL 710

¢ BODYGUARDS

FREE REPORT!

Have you ever considered a career as a professional Bodyguard?:.ordo
you just require further information?
Are you nervous or suspicious about who to contact?... orwho
to train with?
We understand your concerns, and we are confident that the expert
advice and guidence contained in our FREE REPORT will provide you
with invaluable assistance in successfully entering this profession

In short, if you want to be a Bodyguard - this is the way ta start!

For further details tel: 0207 644 3075 (24 Hrs)
... orwrite to: Elite Marketing Dept. (S), P.0. Box 2112,
Mitcham, Surrey CR4 1QY U.K.

MILITARY CV

| SERVICES

A long established CV firm run by a
former Army officer. Clients include men
and women of all ranks from every part of

@ MICHAEL JAY
Exclusive HAND CUT
' TAILORING
Our unbeatable
MESS DRESS "‘

er - i
INCLUDES ol the “\rm_\;_l
[ Also
® 14day Make or | % Aipliaion

B 18 hr EXPRESS (1
I Lowest prices

* Job Search skills
* Self Marketing

H Best fit * Interview Coaching
l“ﬂngkesr quality Full details from:
¥ Best payment terms 66 High View Road,

Guildford, Surrey GU2 5RU.
01483 823766 (fax 534518)

Email: ajacques @milcv.freeserve.co.uk
Website: www.milcvs.co.uk

Local agent to measure in most areas
Tel 01449 614502 Fax01449 614604 |

As our customers say
The service is simply unbeatable

5 TOMO BUSINESS PARK STOWMARKE T SUFFOLK IP14 SAY

REGIMEN TAL BROOCHES
DIRECT FROM THE MANUFACTURER

Many regiments’ gold brooches in stock
Commissions for that special item underteaken
SUPERB DIAMOND SET BROOCHES MADE TO ORDER

JM. HI( KERTON

ng Jewellers

23 Vyse %Lm , Birmingham B18 6LE
For List & Quote Tel/Fax:- 0121 551 7366

Callers at our showroom welcome
HIGH QUALITY ASSURED

E.mail jmb@regimentalbrooches.co.uk

Scots DG

9ct gold £150

Visit our website www.regimentalbrooches.co.uk

Forces and

x-Service Personnel

OUNDS? DISEASES? INJURIES?
CAUSED BY SERVICE

. ALSO INDUSTRIAL INJURIES, DISEASE
AND PERSONAL ACCIDENT CLAIMS

YOU MAY BE ENTITLED TO

BODYGUARD

TRAINING

For 15 years we have been at
the forefront of the Close
Protection Industry. We need
men & women to train for a new
and exciting career. Apply for
our free information pack today.

01372 726252

www.excelsecurity.co.uk
The Coach House West Street Epsom KT18 7RL

Prices from £349 inc VAT

@ RLC & AGC - £349

® RE & R Signals -£349

@ M.Shirt & Bow Tie - £30

@ Most medals from £12

@ Full Size & Minature Mounting Service

@ Mail Order service also available
Please ring for more details on:

Made to Measure Tailoring

85 Stewart Road, Bournemouth BH8 8NZ

Tel: 01202 302846  Fax: 01202 383874
Email: beskardestailor@aol.com

COMPENSATION

ALL THE CLAIMS SPECIALISTS!
FREEPHONE

0500 22 20 22 Now!

THORN COMPENSATION SERVICES LTD MARSH HOUSE, 92A
MARSHLAND ROAD, MOORENDS, DONCASTER, DN8 4SZ.

DEBT PROBLEMS"

Are your outgoings more than your income?

Are your creditors threatening you with:
Court summons, Solicitors, Bankruptcy, Bailiffs,
Debt collectors, Disconnection, Attachment of earnings? ’

If you can answer yes to any of the above, then contact us
now. We provide realistic solutions for all debt problems
without the need to borrow more money.
Telephone 01329 515532
for a FREE and CONFIDENTIAL consultation.

Or visit our website: Www.wellbeingservices.co.uk

WELLBEING SERVICES

PROVIDING DEBT SOLUTIONS FOR INDIVIDUALS AND FAMIIL
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Replaced in record time

FU Ll Sl?F & MINIATURE
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE

Write or phone for quotation
RAYMOND D HOLDICH
Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre, 7 Whitcomb Street London
WC2H 7THA
Tel: 0207 930 1979 Fax: 0207 930 1152
www.rdhmedals.com E-mail:rdhmedals@aol.com

SUPPLIER OF ALL INCLUSIVE EMBROIDERY y
AND PRINTING

N Tee-Shirts- Sweatshirts-Polos

Hooded Sweatshirts-Fleece Jackets
‘%ﬁ‘ Base Ba.|| Hats

Wi Nottingham Screen Pnnts 10, Park Road.

Woodthorpe. Nottingham, NG5 4HR
Tel: 01159676262 Fax: 0115 9263509

VISIT OUR
WEBSITE:

J

Tax Free
For a smart deal its got to be from
CARSMART INTERNATIONAL LTD
VAUXHALL, RENAULT, BMW
VOLKSWAGEN, AUDI, PEUGEOT
Plus many more, please ring with your requirements
Competitive finance plans available*

Call +44 (0)1235 511734
It could save you £1000s

Tax paid plans available for UK use
Carsmart International Ltd
PO BOX 128, Didcot. D.O., OX11 7GL
*Finance subject to status

VISTA TIES

are Tie Manufactur d can supply

your existing tie o

Eor Service in the Cc;lgdd\rs\!aq i
Against Totahtanamsrn

with a quotation

DIFFERENT REGIMENTAL TIES IN

VISTA TIES

28 HIGH STREET
MERSTHAM

SURREY RH1 3EA

Tel:01737 645113 Fax:01737 645892

> TIVES
P.0.Box 4, Hinckley, Lekmrnbire LE103ZT

Suppliers of Sweatshirts, Polo Shirts,
T/Shirts Hooded Sweatshirts, Rugby
Jerseys, Baseball Caps and many
other items. All can be printed or
embroidered. Send for a free colour
catalogue and price list.

@' MICHAEL JAY

UNIFORMS

MADE TO MEASURE
OR's and Officers Mess Dress
OR's and Officers No. 2 Dress
OR's and Officers No.1 Dress
British Warm Overcoats
S.B. Blazers
Regimental D.B. Blazers
Sports Jackets and Trousers
Dinner Suits
Lounge Suits

VISTA SPORTS LTD
28 HIGH STREET
MERSTHAM
SURREY RH1 3EA
Tel: 01737 645113
Fax: 01737 645892

48Hr. or 2Week Make up

Michael Jay Tailoring
§ TOMO BUSINESS PARK, STOWMARKET
SUFFOLK IP14 5AY
TEL:01449 614602 FAX:01448 614604

The Association of
British Military Parachutists

In conjunction with the
B ~ "DAKOTA CLUB

is pleased to announce

A
1

f the stick maki ng mlhtary style

" stand
s from a historic C-27T

nBe oﬂ,
up Pafac"“te s

5t May
Tan April, 21° April, 28" April &
To promote military parachuting
with round canopies

For more information contact
Graeme Taylor on: 01575 582224
or write to: Presnerb, Folda,
Blairgowrie, Perthshire, PH11 8QW

We actively support British Special Forces charities:
Airborne Forces Charity, Commando Benevolent
Fund, NO.1 PTS Museum, Brize Norton.

maZba
Tax Free Sales

* Immediate delivery on most models
* Full UK spec * Low,/no deposit finance
* Part exchange * Continental /UK delivery
* Demio from £6,250 * MX5 from £11,099
* 626 from £10,500 * Premacy from £10,200
* 323 from £8,300 *4 Action (4x4) from £15,099
All New MPV from £14,650

EXCLUSIVE EXPORT AGENT FOR BFG
AND BENELUX ON BEHALF OF MAZDA

POOL AUTOS

7020 Mons, Belgium
Tel: (65) 728836 Fax: (B5) 724467

Serving the Services since 1968 1

Please forward details on:
323[] 626[ ] MX5[ ] Xedos[ ] Demio ] MPV []
Premacy [ ] 4 Action [ ] Other makes [ ] LHD/RHD [

SOLDIER January 2001



EMBROIDERED LEISUREWEAR

Wide range of quality garments. ~ Low minimum order.

Full colour brochure,  Caps & Printed garments supplied
Free embroidery proof. No origination charge.
Embroidered Polos from £6.00ea, Sweats £8.00ea, T-shirts £5.00ea.

Banana Moon Workshop

48, Old Lane, Birkenshaw, Bradford BD11 2JX Tel: 01274 688103 Fax: 01274 652524
www.bananamoon.co.uk

(/1
$ UNIFORMAL
g EUSRS KRR
‘The Iﬂghf:ﬁt Quality and Value for Money
in Military Tailoring for Over 30 Years'
INTEREST FREE CREDIT
UK TEL 0113 282 6102 FAX: 0113 282 1457

VAN DUNGIE HOUSE
MEYNELL AVENUE, ROTHWELL, LEEDS LS26 ONU

German Office: O5141 881570
Mobile: O1 72 5400415

WORCESTERSHIRE MEDAL SERVICE LTD
56 Broad Street, Sidemoor, Bromsgrove B61 8L
Tel: (01527) 835375 of Fax (01527) 576798
Specialists in Ribbons, Full Size & Miniature Medals
and Medal Mounting either for wear or display.

Send SAE or call for comprehensive price list of Full Size & Miniature Medals
Now available - new Territorial miniature medals.
The Volunteer Reserve Service Medal and the
Queens Volunteer Reserve Medal
See our website for full details of all our services.
“Secure on-line ordering on our website” — curocao

www.worcmedals.com

Credit card orders accepted by phone or fax, UK customers please add 17% VAT.

| LOST OR NEW |
MEDALS

Full size & miniature supplied
Professionally mounted
Hand-sewn ... not glued

K&D Medals

33 The Cresecent,
West Wickham, Kent BR4 OHB
Tel: 020 8777 2428

EPAULETTE SLIDES

For officers or other ranks.
With or without unit designation.
also

DRAB NAME TAPES
(in sets of six)

SAny quantity supplied
S.A.E. for price list

. 15" tall

@ Sitting on ammo
] boxes

® Beret colour &
badge of your

Cannon Militaria

01980 - 655099

The Eastern Service Medal

This superb die-struck commemorative medal is available in

and miniarureto all who served in Near, Middle and Far East.
Send s.a.e. for your application form today.
DPS Awards, P. O. Box 6961, Bromsgrove B61 SLA

LOST YOUR MEDALS

WE CAN REPLACE THEM
FULL SIZE & MINIATURES

PROFESSIONALLY SEWN
IN COURT OR SWING STYLE
SAE OR PHONE FOR QUOTE

TOAD HALL MEDALS, NEWTON FERRERS, Nr PLYMOUTH, DEVON PL8 1DH
Tel: 01752 872672 Fax: 01752 872723 E-mail:ith.medals@virgin.net

TIES, BADGES& PLAQUES

by Mail Order

EMBROIDERED
SWEATERS SWEATSHIRTS

POLO SHIRTS BADGES “EGI“E"TS
TR ]
PRINTED SHIPS
TEESHIRTS SWEATSHIRTS I
BADGES COFFEE MUGS SQUADRONS

AND LOTS MORE!
ALL FROM ONE SUPPLIER
No artwork or setting-up costs on the majority of
wr goods. High qu. J]\L\ competiti
prompt delivery. BFPO tax-fre

Clubs & Reunion Associations.
Blazer buttons, medals, ribbons, etc.
ok ad SAE appreciated
. The Heraldic Co (GB), Dept S
Overbriar, Beechwell Lane, Edge End,

Coleford, Glos GL16 THA
Tel/Fax: 01594 832200 (8am/10pm)

Send for our new price list:
REYNOLDS SPORTS
51/532 HIGH STREET, LINCOLN LN5 8AP
Tel: 01522 513333 Fax: 01522 530383

437 Valley Drive, Grunlmﬂ.

“Cold cast bronze”
MR121 = Kent DA125I§.
e < g Fax: (01474) 537166.

EMBROIDERED LEISUREWEAR & BADGES
Plus PRINTED T-SHIRTS & SWEATSHIRTS

Embroidered
printed sweats and T-shirts, min. gty. 36\
BADGES-EMBROIDERED - min. qty. 25

garments - Free original 24+

LEancashire
Embroidery
& Insignialtd
Knowsleydndustrial
Park North Kirkby,
Liverpool L33 7SA.
Phone: 0151-546 5161
Fax: 0151-549 1128

52

ENAMELLED - min. 100
+ BLAZER BADGES - min. 5
TIES — Woven - min. 50
Printed - min. 36

Also - BASEBALL CAPS - min. 50

SPORTS BAGS - min. 50 \
GOLF UMBRELLAS - min. 25 gl
WRITE, PHONE or FAX for colour brochure
E Bn to Kilcreggan. Dunbartonshire G84 0N /
MOTIFS www.ensignmotifs.co.uk [

~ TEL: 0143684 2581/2716; FAX: 0143684 2854
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www.clothingembroidered.co.uk

e-mail:enquiries@hargreaves-promotions.co.uk

tel:023 9282 2436

Have you seen?
FORCESDISCOUNT.COM
Save £'s£'s£'s £'s

Click on

GUARANTEED ARMED FORCES DISCOUNT PRICES on all orders greater than 12

MIDLAND CD CLUB
Mail-Order Brass & Military Band CDs
To obtain our free colour catalogue contact us on
Tel: 0121 244 4605/6
Fax: 0121 680 9018
E-mail: sales@midland-cd-club.co.uk
www.midland-cd-club.co.uk
Bands who have CDs they would like
to see included in our catalogue,
please contact us for further details.
LATEST RELEASES ALWAYS AVAILABLE

10 working day despatch service - allow 3-5 days for new designs

THE GOLD WIRE BADGE COMPANY

GOLD WIRE BLAZER BADGES £10.00
FAIRBAIRN-SYKES COMMANDO KNIVES (Black)
WITH LEG SHEAF £22.50
BERETS, RED, BLACK. GREEN,
LEATHER HEADBAND, DRAWCORD £7.00
REGIMENTAL TIES & BOWS £8.55
WHITE LEATHER GAUNTLETS £20.00
BRASS INSERTS £12.00
LEATHER STANDARD CARRIERS £25.00
PARACHUTE REGT ASSN STANDARD CARRIER
WITH ALL 11 BATTLE HONOURS £35.00

LAPEL BADGES: RA. COMMANDO
GREEN BERET - PARA REGT RED BERET £2.00
COMMEMORATIVE LAPEL BADGE
PEGASUS 1942-99 £2.00
BLAZER BADGES ONE-OFFs, A SPECIALITY.

A CIYROM TITLED “BRITISH MILITARY BADGES™
CONTAINING OVER 2,300 ILLUSTRATIONS 1S NOW
AVAILABLE PRICED AT £39.95
OVER 300 CAP BADGES AVAILABLE

ND FOR FREE LISTS
aw, Oldham, Lancs OL28T],

Telephone/Fax: 01706 8346648
E-Mail: robroy @ thegoldwirehadge.co.uk
www.thegoldwirchadge.co.uk

Free carriage on orders over £500 exc vat for UK & BFPO

oM eO.tr !
wpoxs UmE 113
RN

John Bull Milltary Clothing
& Mail Order Division
Tel/Fax: 01748 833614 (Retail and Mail Order)
01765 604071 (Ater 6pm)

17 Hildyard Row, Catterick Garrison,
N Yorks DL9 4DH

Commemorative medals are not official but may be
obtained as a souvenir/keepsake. They should not be
worn by serving personnel with/alongside
British official decorations/medals/honours.

r silver
| Cross

COMMEMOrs
award available to
those men &
women who have

ce lmh ir
UHIHlI’; H’]
peacetime
hostilities & whor

forces

& support units.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE:

www.soldiermagazine.co.uk

The Cross can be
inscribed on the
reverse with the
recipients service
details making a
valuable and
everlasting tribute
to be worn with
pride. An ideal
gift or
presentation,
Also availabl
Voluntary Service
rni'ﬂf.
Maritime Service
Medal,
Canal Zone
Medal &
BAOR Medal
Send SAE for
details.

ORDER BY PHONE: 01752 872672 FAX: 01752 872723
Credit Card Holders - 8am-7pm. Monday to Saturday.

n=e

OR BY POST:
CITADEL AWARDS, NEWTON FERRERS, PLYMOUTH,
DEVON. PLS 1DH
ENGLAND
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Falklands,

Military
Marketing
International

Suppliers of Plaques, Clocks and other presentation pieces
Also T-shirts, sweatshirts, baseball caps, etc.
In good company with most
Regiments and Corps of the British
Army, we made your Shields for the

the Gulf and now Bosnia and Croatia
and most other UN locations.
Let us design you Regiments and
Operational Shields.

Write for a full colour brochure:

74-77 STEWARD STREET, ’
SPRING HILL,

LADYWOOD, BIRMINGHAM
B18 7AF

Telephone/fax : 0121 454 5393

Email:mmisales @militarymarketing.co.uk
Website: militarymarketing.co.uk

Minimum order 25 shields — £11.95.
\ No VAT outside the UK. Shieldclocks — £19.00

/

-




PEN PALS

TO ADVERTISE FOR A PEN
PAL. Please send for details
enclosing a stamped, self-
addressed envelope to Soldier
Magazine, Ordnance Road,
Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU or
visit Soldier Magazine online at -

Jenny, 38-year-old, blonde teacher.
Enjoys the theatre and cinema, music,
wakmg, reading and visiting places of
interest. Shy but friendly and would
like to hear from kind, honest, genuine
pen pals, 35-45. P819

Val, 45, 5’2", petite blonde. Likes
going to pubs, eating out, reading and
meeting new people. Is seeking gen-
uine, male pen pals, 35+. P818

Pauline, 32-year-old, blue-eved
blonde, 5°8". A single mum to three
children and whose hobbies include
cycling, ten-pin bowling , badminton,
dining out and holidays. Would love to
hear from single/divorced, fun-loving,
honest soldier. P817

Fiona, 28, 5’8", black hair and
green/grey eyes. Enjoys box-aerobics,
going to the gvm, socialising, swim-
ming and travelling. Seeking pens pals,
24+. P816

Sarah, 5"4", 27-year-old, slim nurse
who llkes going out to pubs and clubs,
eating out and generally having fun.
Would like replies from pen pals, 26-
35. P815

If you have internet
access and a credit
card then you can
submit your pen pal
advert online to
www.soldiermagazine.co.uk

3 phng & ng
 The ideal New Year gift

The Collector’s Bible.
Volume One: (1800-1920) £65.
Volume Two: (1920-1998) £45.

Post free
H. L. & P. King, 3 Saxon Croft,
Farnham, Surrey GU9 7QB.
Tel: 01252 716303

Be in step, get yourself a SOLDIER’S
POCKET BOOK. Second to none - a
valuable asset in your kit. Price £7.50.
Visit  www.milpkbk.co.uk  Email:
sales@wmilpkbk.co.uk From Military
Pocket Books, P O Box 28, Beverley
HU17 5LA. Telffax 01964 542878

12/01

Get your young people a copy of the
ARMY CADET POCKET BOOK.
Full of sound advice and guidance
towards becoming a good citizen. A
present they will value. Available in two
parts at £6.35ea inc p&p. From
Military Pocket Books, P O Box 28,
Beverley HU17 5LA. Tel/fax 01064
542878, . Visit www.milpkbk.co.uk
Email: sales@milpkbk.co.uk 06/01

FREE MILITARY catalogues/ books
wanted. Will collect. Marine & Cannon
Books, Sandowne, Tiverton Heath,
Tarporley, Cheshire CW6 9HN. Tel:
01829 732524 ol

Probably the best internet military
book site in the world. Go to
www.militarybooks.co.uk/dhmb Secure
credit card online ordering. Browse or
search 4,000+ military books or send
for regular catalogue. Derek Hayles
Military Books, 35 St Marks Road,
Maidenhead SL6 6DJ. Tel: 01628
639535 Fax: 01628 788377. 01/01

BUSINESS OPPS

Interested in earning a second
income? Easily run alongside service
commitments, For more information
go to www.futurevision-iom.com or
call Steve on 07808 496160, 05/01

ENTERTAINMENT

www.britforces.com is a brand new
website for Britain's Armed Forces.
Updated monthly, we bring vou news,
reviews, fun, jokes, babes, postings info
plus much, much more. Email
tommy(@britforces.com or telephone
07790 987332, 02/0

FOR SALE

Female AGC(RMP) officer's blues,
size 10/12, new - £350 o.n.o.; RMP
officer's malacca cane - £20; RMP
Guernsey brown jumper size 34/36 -
£25. Accoutrements and service dress
also for sale. Ring Jo on 07890 626951,

POSTCARDS AND CIGARETTE
CARDS of Britsh Army uniforms.
SAE for catalogue and samples. Geoff
White, 19 Rushmoor Lane, Backwell,
Bristol BS48 3BN 12/01

ARNHEM NEWSLETTER - issue
one out now. L/Sgt Baskeyfied VC,
opening moves, the missing, reviews,
0.0.b. and much much more. for details
send SAE to ARNHEM, 77 Ackroyd
Street, Openshaw, Manchester M1
INT or warhound45(aol.com 1/01

Bioflow. Magnotherapy Products

for people and pets.
A drug-free approach
to easing aches and pains

NINETY-DAY MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE

For product brochure
and more information contact:
Joanne Clements
INDEPENDENT DISTRIBUTOR
Tel/fax: 020 8650 5010

E-mail: jsbc007@aol.com

(UK AND EUROPEAN DISTRIBUTORS WANTED)

Action at Mirbat. David Shepherd
print and certificate of authenticity.
Both framed. Certificate signed by
some participants. £400. P O Box
001, Soldier Magazine, Ordnance
Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU.

02/01

Low volume - low price - your
design. Keyrings, magnets, drink
coasters, etc. Hand-made wall clocks.
Website/email: www.xarim.co.uk Tel:
01843 851956 1ot

Military cap badges for sale please
send £1 for list. John Broom, 49
Townsend, Williton Somerset TA4
4RB 12/01

British Military cap badges and
insignia. Send SAE for lists to INKER-
MAN Badges, PO Box 1022,
Coulsdon, Surrey CR5 3]Q. 12/01

Army Cap Badges. Send SAE plus
80p for lists. Also military cigarette
cards in sets — send SAE for free list.
Clans and Regiments, 14 Elm Grove,
Aldbrough, EastYorkshire HU11 4RQ.
Guarantee and generous discounts.

12/01

British and overseas military
badges, collars, titles, formation signs.
Regular comprehensive stock lists
£2.00. Castle Armoury (S), 18 Castle
Street, Dover CT16 1PW. 1201

Peter Hicks Associates, compre-
hensive range of military figurines
available in resin bronze and silver.
Commissions always considered.
Ring for information/brochure.
Tel/fax: 01380 828382, Website
www.peterhicks.com and email
sales(@peterhicks.com 12/01

Military Fine Arts. Britain’s leading
British military art dealer. Access to all
British publishers, artists and dealers,
Send £4 for Edition 8, 2,500-item cat-
alogue (incl 35+ SAS). Cheques
payable to G Jennings-Bramly. 5
Feversham Road, Salisbury SP1 3PP,
Phone: 01722 328523. Visit
www.militaryfinearts.co.uk 12/01

Cap badges, regimental ties, blazer
badges, medals, insignia. Send £2.00
for list to: Cairncross (Dept S), 31
Belle Vue Street, Filey, North
Yorkshire.  Website address ~
www.cairnxson.freeserve.co.uk 1201
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Regimental Shields, Plagues and
Shieldclocks. In good company with
most regiments and corps of the
British Army we made your shields for
the Falklands, the Gulf and now
Bosnia and Croatia and most other
UN locations. Let us design your regi-
mental and operational shields. Write
for a full colour brochure to: Military
Marketing  International, 74-77
Steward Street, Ladywood,
Birmingham BA18 7AF. Tel/fax: 0121-
4545393, Minimum order 25 Shields.
£11.95, no VAT outside the UK.
Shieldclocks £19.00. Website address:
www.militarymarketing.co.uk  Email:
mmisales(@military 12/01
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A TITLE -
PLUS LAND

Makes a unique gift

JSor only £2
Details from

SM Survival, Norcot, Lybster,

Caithness, Scotland KW3 6AQ

WANTED

LEFT HAND DRIVE
VEHICLES

MINI BUSES/VANS
Any condition

Cash buyer

Tel: 0181 534 4016
(10am to 10.30pm seven days)

e

Valentine’s - lavender oils; oil burn-
ers; massage oils; combination presen-
tation gift packs (including person-
alised message). For details email
infof@thefrenchlavenderoilcompany.co.uk
Freephone 0800 197 1031 01/01

HOLIDAYS

Cazorla, Andalucia. Our discovery
of a converted mill, in the stunning
mountainous surroundings of the
Cazorla nature reserve is the perfect
all-year-round retreat for walking,
bird-watching, painting, photography
or enjoying the abundance of wildlife
and flora or simply relaxing in unspoilt
surroundings, For 9095 pesetas
(£33-50) for a double room per night
you can enjoy excellent accommoda-
tion, an outstanding breakfast and
other facilities including seasonal pool
and extensive gardens. Contact
George du Pré on 01980-622077 (fax
01980-635653) or e-mail:
trantex@tinyonline.co.uk

1101
Kissimmee, Orlando - three-bed-
room, two bath villa with own pool.
Sleeps 6-8. Disney 15 mins. From
£325 per week. Contact 01371
8504078 after 6pm 0101

Florida, Sarasota, Gulf of Mexico.
Two luxury villas — three bedrooms,
two bathrooms on wildlife lakeside set-
ting. Solar-heated pools, jacuzzis. Golf
courses, beaches only minutes away;
from £395 pw. Tel 0191 487 4533 or
001 941 377 7606. 12200

Florida, Westridge, Davenport.
Five-bedroom, three-bathroom villa
with pool. Privated gated community,
tennis, golf, volleyball. Sleeps up to 12.
15 minutes from Disney. From [£450
pw. Visit www.powellvilla.cwc.net or
call 020 8519 6854. 04/01

TREKS, CLIMBING, RAFTING, *
MOUNTAIN BIKING, JUNGLE SAFARIS

For details and full brochure Tel: 01782 25791.
email: C

NOTICE TO READERS
The publishers of Soldier Magazine cannot
wmhmmdaﬁ
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Charity Commission

CHARITY: The Cambridge Fund for
Old and Disabled Soldiers / William
Woodman Charity for Soldiers
REFERENCE: 245807/191679

The Charity Commission proposes to
make a Scheme to amend the trusts of
this charity. A copy of the draft Scheme
can be seen at Enford Parish Church
Notice Board, Enford, Nr Pewsey, Wilts
or can be obtained by sending a stamped,
addressed envelope to The Charity
Commission, Woodfield House, Tangier.,
Taunton, Somerset TA 1 4BL, quoting the
above reference. Comments or represen-
tations can be made within one month
from today.

CHY-1161D

CHARITY: The 7th  Duke of
Edinburgh’s Own Gurkha Rifles
Regimental Trust

REFERENCE: 257895/162145

The Charity Commission has made a
Scheme to amend the trusts of this char-
ity. A copy can be seen for the next
month at The Gurkha Museum,
Peninsula Barracks, Romsey Road,
Winchester, Hampshire 5023 8TS or can
be obtained by sending a stamped,
addressed envelope to Armed Forces
Charities, Woodfield House, Tangier,
Taunton, Somerset TA1 4BL., quoting the
above reference.

Charity Commission

CHARITY: The Devonshire & Dorset
Regimental Homes Charity: The
Devonshire & Dorset Regimental
Chattels Charity

REFERENCE: 105495%9/207295

The Charity Commission proposes to
make a Scheme to amend the trusts of
these charities, A copy of the draft
Scheme can be seen at Regimental HQ),
I'he Devonshire & Dorset Regiment,
Wyvern Barracks, Exeter, Devon TAl
4BL or can be obtained by sending a
stamped, addressed envelope to The
Charity Commission, Woodfield House,
Tangier, Taunton, Somerset TA1 4BL,
quoting the above reference. Comments
or representations can be made within
one month from today.

SERVICES

www.britforces.com is a brand new
website for Britain's Armed Forces.
Updated monthly, we bring you news,
reviews, fun, jokes, babes, postings info
plus much, much more. Email
rommy(@britforces.com or telephone
07790 987332, 02001

H

FOR THE SERVICE COMMUNIT

WANTED

URGENTLY REQUIRED. RLC
Sergeant’s Mess Dress (female).
Height 5’7", size 16/18. Phone 01664
851676 or 0771 820 1127. 01/01
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NOVEMBER 25, 2000-12-11

Three-way tie for first prize (24
goals, £2,800 each): Cpl DK Arkle,
83 PC Sgn RLC, Dhekelia; Pte SG
Candlish, Red Devils FFT, Nether-
avon; WO2 JH Ingram, HQ 7 Armd
Bde, Hohne.

16-way tie for fourth prize (23
goals, £256.25 each): LCpl BS
Austin, HQ Inf Bde; LCpl Birba-
hadur Bala, 10 Tpt Regt RLC,
Colchester; Pte ME Brothwell, 16
Tk Tptr Sgn RLC, Fallingbostel;
LBdr AJ Dudley, 29 Cdo Regt RA,
Plymouth; Sgt GA Elson, ITC Catt-
erick; CSgt JE Evans, Gibraltar
Regt; SSgt Pl King, 19 Tk Tptr Sgn
RLC, Bulford; Cpl CM Leslie, 170
Pro Coy RMP, Edinburgh; Sgt PG
Morgan, 7 Tpt Regt RLC, Bielefeld;
LCpl PD Murphy, 1 Regt AAC,
Gutersioh; LCpl SRJ Stirling, 9 R
Irish; Pte CA Synnott, Army person-
nel Centre, Glasgow; LCpl K
Watson, 1 RHF, Fort George; Lt Col
DS White, Med Sup Agency,
Ludgershall; LCpl ST Wightman,
42 Svy Engr Gp, Hermitage.

All classified advertisements are accepted on a pre-paid basis only and are subject to the following conditions. The Publishers reserve the right to decline
material of which they may not approve whether an order shall have been accepted or not. All advertisements are accepted subject to approval and co !
space being available. The Publishers rescrve the right to make any altcration they consider necessary or desirable in an advertisement 1o meet their
Publishers also reserve the right to cancel or suspend any advertisement without stating a reason. While every endeavour will be made to meet the wishes of
ers, the Publishers do not guarantee the insertions of any particular advertisement. The Publishers shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned |

or partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any edition in which any advertisement is scheduled to appear. The Publishers shall not be'l
for errors occurring after the first insertion of an advertisement in a series. It is the responsibility of the advertiser to inform the Publishers of any such error
cient time to allow the amendment. A voucher copy will not be supplied. Advertisements will be placed under the following headings: on,
Oppeortunities, Cars, Cars Wanted, Entertainment, Exhibitions, For Sale, Gift Services, Holidays, House Lets, Notices, Property l'orS-h.m
Situations Vacant, Situations Wanted, Training, Wanted. Other headings will be applied if deemed acceptable by the Publishers. The placing of an
insertion of an advertisement shall amount to an acceptance of the above conditions and any conditions stipulated by an agency or advertiser shall be mﬂ
they are in conflict with them.
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New Changi
museum

needs help
of veterans

SINGAPORE is seeking contributions of
stories and memorabilia from British veter-
ans to add to the collection in Changi
Chapel and Museum, which commemo-
rates more than 7,000 Allied soldiers
interned in Changi Prison during the
Japanese occupation.

Since it was established in 1988, the
Changi Chapel and Museum has been vis-
ited regularly by former PoWs and their
families. One of the most famous artefacts
in the museum is the “Changi Cross”, a
50cm brass cross of St George fashioned
from spent ammunition casings by SSgt
Harry Stogden RAOC for Rev Eric Cord-
ingly, the PoWs’ chaplain.

The chapel is to be dedicated and the
museum opened on February 15, the 59th
anniversary of the fall of Singapore.

For more information, or to attend the
opening ceremony, contact Ms Kok Yul
Chin, Changi Chapel and Museum Com-
mittee, 1 Orchard Spring Lane, Singapore
247729, tel (65) 8323816, or e-mail at
yulchin@stb.com.sg

INSPIRED by his grandfather’s service
with the Indian Army’s Mahratta Light
Infantry during the First World
War, MoD civil servant Stewart
Tuckniss began designing
decorative statues depicting
Indian and African soldiers
from the British colonial
period.

So far he has completed 17
designs in period uniform.
The 4ft-high figures, one of
which is pictured, left, are
hand-carved and painted by
craftsmen in West Africa.
Examples can be seen in the
Imperial War Museum. Stew-
art, who can be reached at

www.colonialsoldier.co.uk,

has also done one-off regi-
mental carvings.

TERRITORIAL Army members of Walsall-
based 143 Plant Squadron have been re-
excavating a railway cutting at Lawley
Common fo allow steam trains to use the
line once more. The TA specialists, who
operate some of the Army’s largest earth-
moving and construction equipment, joined
forces with the Telford Horsehay Steam
Trust to reinstate the protected rail corridor
between Wellington and the Dronbridge
Gorge World Heritage Site.

Capt Vic Parsons said: “It's a challeng-
ing project but a worthwhile one. We are
only too pleased to have been able to help
the steam trust.” His unit has fitted the
work into its training schedule.

The long-term project could take up to
three years to complete.

Free e-blueys cover

world of operations

SINCE it was introduced a year ago,
BFPO’s free e-bluey facility for the fami-
lies and friends of Service personnel on
operational duty overseas has been used
to transmit tens of thousands of
one-page letters via the inter-
net.

There is no limit to
the number of times the
service, which is free /< ¥
of charge to BFPO .
addresses, can be used. |

E-blueys offer com- |
plete confidentiality and
rapid delivery. The sen-
der types in his or her
letter before sending it via
the internet to an operational
BFPO number on a central
server in the UK. E-blueys destined
for a specific theatre’s BFPO number are
down-loaded on to a laptop computer,
which sends them to a special printer.
The printer types the message and auto-
matically places it in a sealed envelope for
onward delivery.

At no point on its electronic journey

into the sealed envelope can the contents
of the letter be read.
Access to e-blueys is simple. To create
a letter, go to www.bfpo.org.uk on
the internet and click the e-bluey
link at the top of the screen.
This will take you into the
RelayOne site. Simply
follow the instructions,
which will allow you to
type in a message of up
to about 250 words. It
is as simple as that.
BFPO numbers exist
for several locations
under Operations Pala-
tine and Agricola in the
Balkans, Basilica (Sierra
Leone), Jural (Saudi Arabia)
and Bolton (Kuwait). There are
also numbers for Nicosia in Cyprus, six
bases in the Falkland Islands and 15
Northern Ireland locations. Occasional
technical difficulties have meant e-bluey
sites overseas going temporarily out of
action. For more details, check with your
local British Forces Post Office.

STAR TURN: Recruiter Sgt Dave

Lawrence, Gren Gds, who works in
the Armed Forces Careers Office in
Milton Keynes, found himself in the

| limelight when he was asked to switch

ples’ home in the town. Many of the
residents are ex-Service personnel
who served in the Second World War.
Dave, who has been in regular contact
with the home, took two Grenadier
drummers in full regalia with him.

Defence Storage And Distribution Agency
(Germany) (DSDA(G)) is compiling a display
of British Army uniforms past and present. The
display will be available for loan to units for
open days, fetes across Germany. If anyone
has old items,the agency would be grateful for
a donation or loan. Help with packaging and
carriage offered and donors will be credited in
the exhibit captions. Contact Lt Col Malcolm
Ingram, Director DSDA(G), BFPO 44, or e-
mail at contractor6@bfgnet.de or tel 0049
2594 9622257.

Members of 75th AT Regt RA and 11th Hus-
sars who took part in the fighting around
Steyerberg ( Nienburg area) in April 1945 are
asked to contact Herr Jens Mastnak, Neues
Berg Strasse 9, 31619 Binnen, bei Hannover,
Germany.

Mike Blakeley, whd joined the Army Appren-
tices College ACC in 1981 and completed ini-
tial training with Scarisbrick Platoon, A Coy
before posting to 29 Cdo RA in 1983 (also
served with 170 Provost Coy RMP, 1985-88)
wishes to hear from old comrades by e-mail at
mike@blakeley5.freeserve.co.uk

Robert (Rab) Rowan, formerly 15 Fd Sp Sgn
RE, Claro Bks, Ripon (1978) is looking for Cpl

Mellvile (Tommo) Thompson, also from 15
Fd Sgn, married to Melanie, two daughters
Melantha and Melvina. Replies to 2
Rowantree Road, Mayfield, Dalkeith, Midloth-
ian EH22 5ER (0131 660 5707).

Information sought on the whereabouts of lan
Patrick Hurley who served as a lieutenant
colonel with The Queen’s Lancashire Regi-
ment in June 1976. Contact Mrs Jean Ames,
24 Cotton Close, Leicester LE4 7SW.

Ted Kelly, formerly 48 Field Squadron RE at
Hameln and Nienburg 1950-52, is trying to
find out what became of his pal Raymond
Scott from Blyth in Northumberland,who
served in the same unit. Ted believes Ray
was posted to Korea 1952-53 and may have
been killed there. If any old sappers from 48
Fd Sgn can help, they are asked to contact
Ted at 42 Odo Rd, Dover, Kent, CT17 ODW or
tel 01304 210482.

Steve Eastwood is seeking photographs/infor-
mation about his late father, Sgt Roy East-
wood, who was with a corps of drums and
who died three years ago. Steve is interested
in any details, and particularly of the time his
father served in Northern Ireland. Replies to
lindasteve @seastwood85.fsnet.co.uk
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Remembering: 2nd Lt Damian Bailey, the
most-recently commissioned officer to
join the 1st Battalion, The Staffordshire
Regiment (The Prince of Wales’s) in their
new home in Mooltan Barracks, Tidworth,
pays his respects at the graveside of a
former member of the regiment buried in
Tidworth Military Cemetery.

-
® The cadet corps at Stonyhurst Col-
lege, Lancs, has marked its 100th anniver-
sary. The school lists seven VCs among its

former pupils.

@ Twenty youngsters from Normanby
and Stockton Road Detachments of
Cleveland Army Cadet Force raised £500
for the Childline charity by walking from
their Normanby base to Captain Cook'’s
memorial, a three-hour hike.

SOLDIER January 2001

39 Armoured Engineer Squadron: Ex-
members welcome to attend re-formation
parade in February. Informal function to follow,
accommodation available. Details from: WO2
(SSM) Eddie Thompson, 39 Armd Engr Sgn,
32 Engr Regt, BFPO 30.

G Coy (London Scottish), 1/51 Highland
Volunteers: Annual dinner on Feb 23. Details
from Mark Ormiston on 020 8569 7287 or
www.gcompany.org.uk

Nil Desperandum 2001, 5 Field Squadron
RE: Reunion for all serving and non-serving
former members of the squadron on March 10
at Swinton Barracks, Perham Down. Contact
WO2 (SSM) G Irvine RE, 5 Fd Sgn RE, 22
Engr Regt, Swinton Bks, Perham Down,
Tidworth, Hants, SP11 9QL (civ 01980
603552; mil 94342 3552).

Poacher 2001: Reunion on March 17 at
Spalding, Lincolnshire, for members and
partners, past and present, Royal Lincolnshire
Regiment, East Anglian Regiment, Royal
Anglian Regiment, including 1st, 2nd, 3rd and
4th Battalions, TA battalions and attached
personnel. Contact Trevor Snell, 29 St
Thomas's Road, Spalding, Lincs (01775
762847) or Brian Willoughby on 01775
724843 (office hours).

4 (SH) Sqn, 21 Signal Regiment (AS): Ten-
year Op Granby reunion to be held in Bath in
March or April. Contact Sgt Fardy at 101 Log
Bde HQ and Sig Sqgn (261), Buller Barracks,
Aldershot GU11 2BX (Aldershot Mil 94222
3888 or 3749) or Sgt Parkes, Rover Group, 39
Inf Bde HQ and Sig Sgn, BFPO 801 or e-mail
sfardy @yahoo.co.uk

12 Regiment RA: Reunion dinner on April 7 at
RA Officers’ Mess, Woolwich for past and
present officers. If you do not receive details
by Jan 31, contact Lt R | Taylor RA, TC T
(Shah Sujah’s Troop), HQ Bty, 12 Regt RA,
Dempsey Barracks, Sennelager, BFPO 16.

260 Signal Squadron (SAM): Reunion on

EIGHTY-TWO years after he was
severely wounded while serving with
South Wales Borderers at Bapaume
in one of the final battles of the First
World War, Rueben Heywood paid an
emotional visit to the regimental
museum at Brecon.

Now 101, Rueben was joined at the
museum by Cpl Carl Sturdy, left, and
LCpl Michael Hunt of the 1st Battal-
ion, The Royal Regiment of Wales,
who are based at the Infantry Training
Centre, Wales, at Brecon. The RRW
was formed on the amalgamation of
the old South Wales Borderers and
Welch Regiment in June 1969.

Rueben enlisted with the 10th (Ser-
vice) Battalion, South Wales Border-
ers in July 1918 in Belgium and was
wounded in the legs at Bapaume
three months later. During the
Second World War he served in the
Home Guard.

Picture: Dragon News and Picture Agency

April 27-28 at the County Hotel, Southend.
Contact R F Andrews, 7 The Heath, South
Tankerton, Whitstable, Kent, CT5 3HJ (01227
264551).

British Korean Veterans: Parade, service at
St Patrick’s Barracks, Ballymena, April 29 to
mark 50th anniversary of Battle of the Imjin by
29th Independent Infantry Brigade Group.
Organisers seek anyone who served with: 1
RNF; 1 Glosters; 1 RUR; 8 KRIH; C Sqn 7,
RTR; 45 Fd Regt RA; 11 (Sphinx) LAA Bty,
RA; 170 Mortar Bty, RA; 55 Fd Engr Sgn RE;
29 Ind Inf Bde Sig Sqn; 57 Coy ASC; 26 Fd
Amb RAMC; 29 Ord Fd Pk RAOC; 29 Mob
Laundry and Bath Unit RAOC; 10 Inf Wksp
REME; 29 LAD REME; 249 Gen HQ Pro Coy
RMP; 904 Fd Sec Sec, Int Corps; 104 Air Phot
Int Section; 208 Fd Cash Office RAPC; or their
regimental associations. Details from Maj R J
Walker, The Regimental Office, 5 Waring
Street, Belfast BT1 2EW (028 9023 2086).

50th Missile Club RA: Reunion at Quality
Hotel, Hull, May 26. Details: A J Todd on
01387 262378 or TODD.A.J@ic24.net or 9
The Grove, Heathhall, Dumfries, Scotland
DG11TN.

Intake 3/78, Army Apprentices College,
Army Catering Corps (1978-80): Reunion
planned for around Sept 12. Past and present
members invited to contact either WO1 lan
Cheeseman, DCWO, Log Sp Bn, HQ Armd
Div, BFPO 1 (mil 94882 3262; civ 0049 05221
289829) or WO1 Steve Gooder, FSWO(S),
Log Sp Bn, HQ 145 (HC) Bde, Cavans Road,
Aldershot, Hants GU11 2LQ (tel 94222 2720,
viv 01252 347720).

Coldstream Guards: Reunion in October for
all who served in Aden with the 2nd Battalion
(1964-65). Details: Peter Horsfall, 222 Leigh
Hunt Drive, London N14 6DS.

2nd Battalion, The Green Howards:
Reunion planned for Darlington area, April
2002. Contact Maj J Riodan on 01609 773678
or Tom Herron on 01912 679576.
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Forging ahead: LCpl Danny Ben-
nett RAVC shows off his smithy-
ing skills at the Army’s annual
competition for farriers at the
Defence Animal Centre, Melton
Mowbray. The three-day contest
revolved around skills need for
making and fitting horseshoes.

Picture: Graeme Main

—

APRIL
29: Victorian Military Fair,
Victory Services Club, Seymour
Street, London W2, 1000-1630.
JUNE

2: Major General's Review
(Trooping the Colour).

9: Colonel’s Review (Trooping
the Colour).

16: Queen’s Birthday Parade,
Horse Guards.

FORMER Sgt George Dring
came face-to-face with his
Second World War Sherman
tank for the first time in 57 years
when he visited the Imperial War
Museum at Duxford.

The Sherman — named Akilla -
is the key exhibit in a new £1 mil-
lion display at the museum’s
land warfare centre.

Clambering on to the tank
took 84-year-old George, pic-
tured far right, a little longer than
when he landed with the Sher-
wood Rangers Yeomanry on D-
Day.

“It looks a lot bigger than it
used to,” he said at Duxford. “It
was our home while we fought

through North Africa and Europe.”

He was in action at EI Alamein
and won two Military Medals
during the war. After many
narrow escapes (life expectancy
of tank crews at the time was
measured in weeks), fate caught
up with George at Geilkirchen in
November 1944. He was hit in
the arm and chest while walking
across open ground.

The old photograph shows
George, extreme left, sitting on
Akilla with crew members Tpr
Hodkin, Tpr Bennett, Cpl Gould
and Tpr Denton, standing.

The Nottinghamshire tank reg-
iment suffered 827 casualties
during the war.

Fun and games in Chelsea

Special activity events coming up at the National
Army Museum include a Zulu weekend (Febru-
ary 3-4) featuring Rorke’s Drift and Isandlwana; a
chance to “meet” British tommies of First World
War vintage (March 3) and find out how they lived;
and an opportunity to watch archers in action
during a Bowmen of England weekend (April 7-8).

Capital performance: Soldiers from 101 (City of
London) Engineering Regiment (Explosive Ord-
nance Disposal), pictured above, were among
Service units from all over London taking part in the
Lord Mayor’s Show. The main feature of their float
was a mock-up of St Paul’s Cathedral, mounted on
a flatbed lorry, to commemorate the saving of the
famous landmark by bomb disposal experts during
the 1940 Blitz. A smoke generator added a touch of
Second World War “special effects” to the display.

Lt Andrew Clarke, far left, said: “It's good we
have commemorated the 60th anniversary of the
saving of St Paul's, which is such an important part
of the history of the city.”

More than 80 floats and 6,000 people, stretching
over 2'/2 miles, took part in the annual pageant.

You've got to hand it to Joe

That takes bottle: Padre Joe Rooney has hung
up his cassock after 14 years as chaplain to the
Gwent Army Cadet Force. His last official duty
was a cadet camp in the Midlands.

Padre Joe, left, and his “fines” bottle became
a familiar sight to the cadets, who were invited
to make small contributions to charity for
crimes ranging from swearing to fooling about.

He raised more than £1,000 for good causes
such as Christian Aid and the Kosovo appeal
and his most recent donation was to the Marie
Curie Trust in memory of Col Tom Buckthought,
commandant of the Gwent ACF for 16 years,
who died last year.

Pictured with Padre Joe are, from left, Cadets
Alex Dex, Zara Beech and LCpl Daniel Mason,
whose “crime” was to nod off during a lesson.

Picture and story: Doug McArthur

ALDERSHOT-based 22 Field Hospital RAMC has
achieved a clean sweep of health and safety and
energy efficiency awards. During the past 12
months the unit’s kitchen staff secured a “five-star”
grading for the second consecutive year and the
hospital became the first military unit in Aldershot
to receive a full health and safety audit, and the
first military unit to be awarded a European healthy
workplace trophy. Now 22 Fd Hosp has learnt that
it has won the 4 Division energy efficiency award.
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Remembering: Bomb disposal operators from 58 Field Squadron
(EOD), part of 33 Engineer Regiment (EOD), were joined by former
members of the regiment for a tour of the memorials to Royal Engi-
neers EOD operators killed on operations in Bosnia. A service was held
at each and wreaths were laid. Main picture is of the memorial at Gornji
| Vakufto Spr Barry Nicholas, the first to fall in August 1994. Inset shows
the memorial to Cpl Pete Bradley, who was killed in September 1999. The
tour began at Vitez, where Cpl Barney Warburton died in May 1995.

THREE videos have been released on the
tenth anniversary of the operation to liberate
Kuwait. Watch out for The
Gulf War (£19.99), an uncut,
240-minute
documen-
tary based
on the much- acclaimed
BBC Television series. It
has been re-released by
DD Video.
Also issued by DD are
two new videos, Desert
Storm — Thunder in the
Gulf (£12.99), the story

@ See our February issue for a Gulf War anniversary special

of the air war, and Gulf Air War (£5.99),
which looks at the first weeks of the conflict
from the pilot's point of
view.

All three are available
from good video shops
or by mail order from DD
Video, Unit 1, Pool Bank Business Park,
High Street, Tarvin, Chester CH3 8JH.
Include £1.75 per cassette for p&p. There is
also a credit card hotline on 01829 741490.

Disasters of the Great War and Disas-
ters in the Air, two titles from DD’s Military
Blunders series, can be obtained from the
same sources.
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Snuff said: This silver ram’s head
snuff mull graced the table in the
5th West York Militia officers’ mess

Snuff box is
not to be
sneezed at

TAKING snuff was once as wide-
spread a habit as smoking is today
and no officers” mess would have
been complete without a silver
receptacle for the finely-ground
tobacco. Some boxes incorporated
intricate designs, others were nov-
elty items.

But few could hold a match to
the magnificent example pictured
above, which, although slightly
cumbersome when passed around
with the port and cigars, would
certainly have been a talking point.
To ease its passage around the
dinner table, the ram’ head mull
was fitted with castors.

PAWS FOR THOUGHT

Snuff was spooned onto the back
of the hand using a monkey’s paw.

The piece originally belonged to
the 5th West York Militia, which
became the 3rd Barttalion, The
Green Howards in 1882. It is one
of the treasures on view at the
Richmond museum, home to a
collection spanning three centuries
of travel, campaigning and war by
The Green Howards.

Uniforms on display include
rare examples from 1768 alongside
more than 3,000 medals and deco-
rations. Pride of place in the medal

room belong to the regiment’s 18
Victoria and George Crosses.

The Green Howards Regimental Museum, Trin-
ity Church Square, Richmond, North Yorkshire
DL10 4QN (01748 822133). Closed Dec to Jan.

To appear in this feature, contact the Editor
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assy distinction

Good-looking, so refined — and, wouldn’t you know, with ESP this
intelligent Mercedes almost knows what’s going on in your mind

MERCEDES’ new C Class looks terrific.
Indeed, such is the age in which we live,
many will be attracted by the looks alone,
writes Syd Taylor.

The shape is generic Mercedes, yet
there’s a design freshness and originality
that makes it distinctive compared with
rivals — and it is the most aerodynamically
efficient saloon in its sector. It reflects the
look of Mercedes flagship S Class, which
some say is the world’s best motor car.

Despite the sleekness the new model is
bigger inside than its predecessor, with
more shoulder-room for all and slightly
more knee-room for rear occupants.

It is designed to meet all current and
foreseeable crash regulations and offers a
new level of occupant safety, giving vou
front, side and now “window” airbags to
reduce the risk of head injuries. The two
front airbags even inflate in two stages,
depending on the severity of impact.

One hopes these systems will never
come into play, thanks to accident pre-
vention systems like ABS, Brake Assist
and ESP - not the psychic sort, but the
Electronic Stability Programme which
detects if the car is straying from set para-
meters and acts accordingly by braking
wheels or reducing engine torque in an
almost imperceptible way.

To keep you out of trouble of another
kind you can opt for “Speedtronic”,
which limits speed to whatever vou set —
very useful in these davs of Big Brother.
It’s overridden in an emergency.

Driver or passenger, your comfort is
assured on supremely supportive seats
with power adjustment for the front two.

You sit in a pollution-free climate, con-
trolled automatically and separately for
each side of the car — bringing S Class
comfort to the C Class.

The steering wheel — which also houses
controls for the audio system, phone and
navigation system if fitted — rises, falls and
telescopes while the seat adjustment
allows it to travel near and far,

One thing a C Class driver can’t fail to
notice is the excellence of the engines,
which range from a two-litre normally-
aspirated four-cvlinder to a 3.2 litre V6.

There’s a 163 bhp Kompressor (super-
charged) two-litre four-cylinder, which is

predicted to be the most popular choice,
and there are two rurbo-diesels — a four-
cylinder 2.2-litre and a five-cylinder 2.7-
litre. I tried a Kompressor version and by
way of real contrast, a 2.2-turbo diesel.
Both engines are leaders in their fields.
The Kompressor engine responds with
alacrity to a squeeze of the throttle. Quiet
and smooth as glass, with not a peak or
trough in its wide powerband, it delivers
serious thrust whenever vou need it.
There’s an easy eagerness that is rare in
four-cylinder engines and whatever the
revs, it demonstrates its zest with un-
changing civility. The effortless delivery
will see you reaching 62 mph in 9.7 sec-
onds in the automatic version (a six-speed
manual is standard) and take vou on to a

top speed of more than 140 mph, while
overall fuel consumption averages more
than 30 mpg. The 2.2-litre turbo-diesel
also makes its mark with some surprising-
ly similar qualities to the Kompressor
engine. There’s a real willingness to work
and 1t is remarkably quiet and refined.

Performance in abundance is there too,
and with even more torque than the
Kompressor, there’s serious thrust from
as low as 1800 rpm. There’s actually not
much difference in performance between
the two versions and interestingly the
diesel with automatic is faster than the
Kompressor and gives you ten more miles
to the gallon into the bargain.

The new six-speed manual gearbox is
standard across the range, except for the
3.2 litre V6 — but it’s well worth having the
five-speed automatic, which can be over-
ridden manually by just nudging the lever
to the left or right to change up or down.
On all types of roads the new C Class feels
serene, vet it’s clearly a keen driver’s car in
all important aspects — especially the
informative steering, which is now rack-
and-pinion.

You need only a mile or two to really
appreciate the refinement of the suspen-
sion, which gives outstanding grace and
poise. It’s particularly satisfying to sweep
through a series of bends, knowing that
you have enough grip and stopping power
to keep you out of trouble.

Not only will the new C Class beguile
you with its looks, it will charm you with
its manners and capabilities, too.

On-the-road prices range from
£20,740 to £30,250.

C Class: Comfortable,
charming, capable
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How Korea soldier
beat the censors

IN a censored letter home, a
British soldier captured in the
Korean War wrote: “Tell the family
that we are being
well-fed and well-

of all don’t forget to
tell it to the Marines.”
In other words, it
wasn't true. Cyril
Cunningham, former
scientific adviser to
the MoD Prisoner-of-
War Intelligence
Organisation, has at
last exposed the truth about the
systematic mistreatment by the
communists of British and Allied
PoWs in the 1950s conflict. His
book, No Mercy, No Leniency
(Leo Cooper, £19.95) is an
important addition to our
knowledge on the subject.

b

Monmouthshires were
singled out in 1914

SUCH was the standard of
training and readiness of the 2nd
Battalion, The Monmouthshire
Regiment that it was
the first Territorial unit
to be given
responsibility for a
sector of the line in
November 1914. In
1919 it was the only
Territorial battalion to
| march in Germany.
4 Out Since 14, by
John Dixon (Old

M Bakehouse
Publications, Abertillery), tells of
the courage, endurance and self-
sacrifice of these men. It is
available from the South Wales
Borderers and Monmouthshire
Regiment Museum, The
Barracks, Brecon, Powys, LD3
7EB, price £24.95 plus £3.05 p&p
(tel 01874 613310; e-mail:
swb@rrw.org.uk).

Juhg Divon

Ordinary citizen’s
view of Falklands

WHEN Argentina invaded the
Falklands in 1982 Frank Schofield
kept a daily diary. The result was a
e  DOOK completed in
S 1983 but published
only now, on the
recommendation of
former governor Sir
Rex Hunt, who says
in his foreword to The
Falklands Watcher
=4 (Brewin Books,

d paperback, £12.95):
“l do not agree with all
he says, but he is
absolutely right on the basic
issue: Britain must continue to
provide a credible defence for as
long as the Falkland Islanders
remain British.”

IN THIS glossy and enter-
taining memoir, former Irish
Guards officer turned PR
guru Donough O’Brien has
almost turned the society
diarist’s stock-in-trade of gos-
sipy name-dropping into an
art form.

Billed as part biographical
(of his father), part autobio-
graphical, the book could
easily have been sub-titled
“Anecdotes of the

Fringe Benefits by Donough
O'Brien (Bene Factum, £20).

Review: Chris Horrocks

alty, rascals and racing dri-
vers; dancers and dictators;
heroes and horrors; stars,
singers and spies. It’s seriously
good fun”.

The list includes soldiers —
among them three field mar-
shals, plus assort-

rich and famous”
— a highly mar-
ketable commodi-
ty in an age when

celebrities regu-
larly make front-
page news.

So many names
are dropped that
O’Brien, in his
engaging way, felt
it necessary to
provide a five-
page list of principal charac-
ters “in order of appearance”
— and they’re big pages.

Joanna Lumley, one of the
“cast”, rightly says in her fore-
word that the book is full of
“politicians and painters; roy-

The Mammoth Book of
Endurance and Adventure
edited by Jon E Lewis. Col John
Blashford-Snell, Sir Ranulph
Fiennes, John Ridgway and
Chay Blyth are prominent in this
collection of real-life escapades.
(Robinson paperback, £7.99.)

Cassell’'s Foreign Words and
Phrases edited by Adrian Room.
You always wanted to know what
a pickelhaube was, didn't you?
Well, it's a spiked German
helmet. All those weird words
explained. (Cassell, £20.)

Kesselring by Kenneth Macksey.
Reissue of a 1978 portrait of the
German strategist. (Greenhill
Military Paperback, £12.95.)

1939 by Michael Jabara Carley.
American’s reappraisal of why
Britain, France and the Soviet
Union failed to produce an
alliance against Nazi Germany.
(House of Stratus, £16.99.)

Guru: Donough O’Brien

ed officers and
senior NCOs.
Donough’s four
years in the Army
are recorded anec-
dotally and with
obvious affection
in a section which
vies for entertain-
ment value with
his amusing and
nostalgic  evoca-
tion of the Swing-
ing London of the Sixties,
with its models, film stars,
Beatles, Rolling Stones . . .
and scandals.

Both are combined in a
story about Secretary of State
for War and former brigadier

Great Military Blunders by
Geoffrey Regan. Glossily illust-
rated paperback of the TV series.
(Channel 4 Books, £10.99.)

The Diary of a Cavalry Officer
1809-15 by Lt Col William
Tomkinson. Reissue, in the
Spellmount Library of Military
History, of the 1894 Peninsular
and Waterloo Campaigns classic
(£24.95).

The SS: A History, 1919-45 by
Robert Lewis Koehl. This studious
insight into the organisation
involved in the mass murder of
Jews, homosexuals and gipsies
also deals with the military
campaigns of the Waffen-SS.
(Tempus, £25.)

Germany’s Secret Weapons in
World War Il by Roger Ford.
lllustrated survey covers aircraft,
rockets, missiles, guns, tanks,
submarines, torpedoes and NBC
weapons. (Spellmount, £18.95.)

John Profumo, whose famous
exit from public life has since
been redeemed by his selfless
charity work in the East End.

On an official visit to
Belfast, Profumo asked leg-
endary Irish Guards recruiter
Sgt John Kenny: “Could you
persuade me to join up?”
Came the reply: “Well, I don’t
know, sir. You see, you’ve got
the O at the wrong end of your
name.”

Donough’s father, Toby,
was a Daily Téelegraph journal-
ist who doubled-up as an anti-
Nazi propagandist in the late
1930s, going on to work for
the Conservative Party as one
of the original political “spin-
doctors”.

He later became the doyen
of PR consultants, an achieve-
ment which made him the
butt of satirical sketches by
Peter Cook and Dudley
Moore at London’s Establish-
ment Club.

O’Brien junior obviously
inherited his father’s flair.
Shortly after leaving the
Army, he provided the words

for a photographic portrait of

Fighting the Invasion edited by
David C Isby. German Army
commanders’ accounts of the
events leading up to D-Day.
(Greenhill, £19.95.)

Jihad! The Secret War in
Afghanistan by Tom Carew.
Former British soldier tells of
combat action against the Soviet
Spetsnaz and Afghan merc-
enaries and a West-sponsored
training camp for Mujahideen in
Pakistan. (Mainstream, £16.99.)

Zhukov’s Greatest Defeat by
David M Clantz. The “forgotten”
catastrophe — Operation Mars,
west of Moscow, 1942 — which
cost the Red Army an estimated
335,000 men dead, wounded or
missing, plus 1,600 tanks. (lan
Allan, £29.99.)

Leadership in Conflict 1914-18
by Matthew Hughes and Matt-
hew Seligmann. Distinguished
authorities discuss the powerful

T-.‘i«wl_l«i'm‘

the Brigade of Guards by his

flatmate, former Grenadier
Patrick Lichfield. The pic-
tures were published in news-

personalities whose decisions
sometimes led to carnage. (Leo
Cooper, £25.)

Flags of our Fathers by James
Bradley with Ron Powers. The
real story of the six American
flag-raisers shown in the
legendary photograph taken at
lwo Jima. One of them was
Bradley’s  father. (Pimlico
paperback, £10.)

Napoleon’s Cavalry and its
Leaders by David Johnson. New
edition of the 1978 work by a
former member of the Welsh
Guards and North Staffordshire
Regiment. (Spellmount, £18.95.)

Napoleon: The Man Who
Shaped Europe by Ben Weider
with Emile Guegen. Weider, who
wrote the million-selling * The
Murder of Napoleon, contends in
this biography that the Emperor
has been unjustly Vvilified.
(Spellmount, £14.95.)

 Sharing out the
' Fringe Benefits
IN association with the publishers we have two
copies of Fringe Benefits to give away. All you
have to do is answer the question below on a
postcard containing your name and address and
send it to Fringe Benefits, Soldier, Ordnance
Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU by January

31. First two correct entries drawn at random win
the books. Usual Soldier competition rules apply.

Question: In which Guards regiment did
Lord Lichfield serve?

/

papers and
magazines
around the
world and
some can
be seen in
this book.
‘There is
also a rare

John d Green’s
Britain” (not the feathered
variety, and rare because the
photographer’s book was

The Lines of Torres Vedras by
John Grehan. Examines in detail
the role of the fortress which is
described as the cornerstone of

Wellington’s  Peninsular War
strategy. (Spellmount, £20.)

Warfare by John Harclerode. In
the light of the recent Kursk
submarine tragedy, this schol-
arly study linked to the TV
science series Equinox includes
a timely examination of the state
of the Russian military. (Channel
4 Books, £12.99.)

Battle Group! by James Lucas.
Story of German Kampfgruppen
action in the Second World War,
reissued in the Cassell Military
Paperbacks series (£5.99.)

Hitler’s Sky Warriors by Chris-
topher Ailsby. German paratroop
actions in the Second World
War. Many photographs, some
never before published. (Spel-
Imount, £18.99.)

sighting of
a few of
“Birds of

printed in only one edition,
making it a collector’s item).

Donough, now managing
director of the UK arm of a
communications consultancy,
relates a colourful life (viewed,
in his words, “on the fringe™)
in bite-sized chunks, each a
nugget of amusement, liberal-
ly and glossily illustrated with
pictures of the cast.

Modern students of social
shifts may be amused by one
of the best stories in the book
— the tale of a Grenadier com-
pany commander serving in
Egypt who was conducting a
punishment parade when the
sergeant reported that two
guardsmen had been found in
the same bed.

Asked to account for him-
self, one of the offenders said:
“I thank you, sir, for leave to
speak, but I'm a homosexual.”

The company commander
misheard him and, thinking
he had said “homesick”,
replied in an understanding
way: “Well, we all are, out
here, from time to time.”

e

Soldier ordering service

All books mentioned on these pages
are available from Helion & Company,
who can also supply 14,500 in-print
military books and operate a free
booksearch; p&p is extra. All major
credit/switch cards taken. Please
allow up to 28 days for delivery.
Postal address: Helion & Company,
26 Willow Road, Solihull, West Mid-
lands B91 1UE, UK (tel 0121 705 3393;
fax 0121 711 1315).

E-mail: books @helion.co.uk

Website: hitp://www.helion.co.uk
g
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Tam Dalyell, Gulf War
Syndrome campaigner

GULF War Syndrome, the sinking
of the Belgrano, the Westland
affair and Porton Down are some
of the issues on which
Tam Dalyell has
campaigned
relentlessly in his 40
years as a maverick
Labour MP. The old
Etonian soccer fan,
descendant of a
notorious 17th
century general,
admits to a hard time
as a National Service
trooper in the Royal Scots Greys,
giving him a “hide like a
rhinoceros” which stood him in
good stead as a politician. His
story is told in Russell Galbraith’s
excellent biography, Inside
Outside: The Man They Can’t
Gag (Mainstream, £15.99).

Great War PoWs
who lived to tell

IN military history terms
Prisoners of the Kaiser (Leo
Cooper, £16.95) is pure gold.

Sub-titled “The Last A

PoWs of the Great

War”, it relates the i
first-hand ’ o o
experiences, some PRISONERS

grim, some funny, but of the
always poignant, of ]
those remaining of
the 170,000 British
soldiers taken captive
by the Germans.
Author Richard Van °
Emden performs a great service
by specialising in gathering eye-
witness accounts from survivors
of the “lost generation” and this
book accompanies last year’s
Channel 4 TV documentary. If
you missed it first time round,
catch the repeat.

National Service
in the Emergency

MANY old soldiers today regard
themselves as being part of a
long-forgotten Army — the
squaddies who
fought the
Communists in the
hazardous jungles of [
Malaya half a century i s
ago. Les Ives, who ;
served with the
Green Howards as a
National Serviceman
from 1949 to 1951,
has helped put that
right with A Musket
for the King, which
paints a vivid picture of service in
the Emergency. Itis available, at
£6 plus £1.30 p&p, only from the
author at 7 Elm Close,
Bishopsmead, Tavistock, Devon
PL19 9AP.
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to soldier

Keep that

‘feedback’
coming ...

THERE’s an old saying about sol-
diers: “If they are not moaning, it’s
time to worry.” So writes a contribu-
tor to our letters pages — now titled
simply Mail — in this new Talkback
section.

Another correspondent (who wins
our prize letter award) says he would
rather have a moaning soldier in the
ranks than a moaning ex-soldier in
civvy street. He also suggests that if it
wasn’t for all that moaning, British
soldiers would still be kitted out with
puttees and Lee Enfield rifles.

+ e

While he may be stretching the
point, there is no doubt that the Army
is responding to the feedback (or
moaning, if you will) it gets from a
variety of sources, including CGS’s
Briefing Team, attitude studies and
(dare we say it) Soldier.

An up-to-the-minute example lies .

behind the report on Page 8 of the
Army’s decision to give every soldier
— married or single — an extra day’s
relocation leave on posting between
theatres in the UK. It is a concession
made to ease the turbulence faced by
soldiers and their families.

Entirely due to your efforts, the let-
ters columns in this magazine have
become a vibrant forum of debate
across the spectrum of Army life.
Keep ’em coming . . .

L&A

Here’s a summary of what the
European Union’s newly-agreed
defence capability will mean to the
average soldier: It isn’t a European
Army and it is not in competition
with Nato.

It will not involve additional exer-
cise commitments (existing national
FTXs will be adapted to take account
of the EU dimension), and you won’t
have to learn a foreign language . . .
or lose your beloved cap badge.

Who says? The British officer who
has pulled the whole thing together
from his office in Brussels.

SOLDIER January 2001

That community
thing is really
down to all of us

THE start of 2001 sees us at the
Army Families Federation work-
ing through the responses to our
Changing Attitudes Survey and
spouses’ views on their life with
the Army — as it is and as they
would like it to be.

There are as many views as
questionnaires in some matters,
but on one issue there has been
an interesting consensus . . .

people want to feel part of a com- Sue Bonney is

itv. Many commented espe- Editor of the AFF
munity. y SPE” Families Journal

cially on the lack of welcome or
even acknowledgement of their arrival at
a unit or patch, and of perceived exclu-
sion because of rank or cap badge.

However, I can’t help wondering how
many of those who want more of a com-
munity are actually willing to do some-
thing about it.

Where I live, the same small number
of people organises the various commu-
nity events throughout the year, which
the rest of the village attends and enjoys.
But ask for more volunteers

r
to help out, and there is a ¢ I can t he'P

he knew was apathetic and cyn-
ical. Now, cynicism can be
healthy (not believing all you
hear, taking things with a pinch
of salt, believing it when it hap-
pens) but it can also devalue
genuine effort and intent.

As for apathy, the very sepa-
rate and self-involved lives we
all seem to lead these days do
not help. We are all just too
busy . . . isn’t that our excuse?

Or “It’s not my problem”; or
“Who's going to listen to me?”;
or “Good idea, but I just haven’t got the
time to help. Someone else will take it
on”.

Can we really not be bothered? Espe-
cially when the next family with a prob-
lem could be our own. We might wish
then that we had taken part.

Meanwhile, the lack of numbers at
community gatherings, the Chief of the
General Staff’s Briefing Team’s family
briefings, or Defence Housing Executive
family consultative groups,
discourages those who

. - -

deat;emng silence. wonderlng b_other to put them on and
It’s the same on every gives the powers-that-be the

Army patch. In the bad old, how ma“y perfect excuse not to hold

good old days you started any more.

helping out because you Of those It would appear to be

were the “wife of” with not a Who want “Apathy rules, who cares?”

lot of choice in the matter Thanks to social change,

and ended up feeling part of more Of ? the “wife of” is long gognc

a community that you gen- Communlty and rightly no longer oblig-

uinely cared about.

Events were organised
and supported, newcomers
were welcomed with a plant
and brief introduction to the
area, concerns and ideas
were expressed and acted
upon — and people with problems knew
who they could approach for help. This
still happens, of course, but much more
rarely, especially in the UK. So much
so, an official “welcome” organisation is
being set up to take the place of what
once happened as a matter of course.

At a communications forum I attend-
ed recently, a very experienced worker
with families in a large Army garrison
expressed the view that the community

are actually
willing to do
something
about it ?

ed to take part — but we are a
poorer community because
of it. In these PC days,
where the individual is king
(oops, sorry . . . or queen),
community is up against it.
Yet we all need each other at
times, especially in the Services, and
there is nothing more rewarding than
achieving something positive for the
general good, and for ourselves.

If you want your community back,
don’t leave it to others — take action and
work together. Respond to invitations to
comment or communicate. Demon-
strate your concern. Or one day in this
brave new century our community, such
as it is, will become extinct.




Front line
argument
rages on

| READ “Should women fight in the front
line" (Vox pop, Nov) with great interest and
wonder if we need to be asking such a
sexist, provocative question, let alone pub-
lishing offensive, ill-educated opinions.

On Sgt Stevenson’s assertion that
women “can’t do their jobs”, the same ques-
tion was asked ten years ago about women
becoming mechanics. We are now getting
our first female artificer through Bordon.

With reference to his point about defeca-
tion in the field, if a man cannot hold a bottle
for a woman he is the one who shouldn’t be
in the front line. | am sure women who train
for special duties in Northern Ireland would
enlighten us on how to cope.

He also commented on physical abuse if
captured. Most men would find this just as
distressing as women.

It's instinctive for a male to want to protect
a female, but if he is a professional, should
this affect him to the point of poor perfor-
mance? Most women are not as physically
strong as most men, but | am sure there are
men who wouldn't like to race Kelly Holmes
or hold a conversation with Germaine Greer.

If you can't cope with the way the Army
employs women, get out. — Cpl Moore, 13
Air Assault Support Regt RLC.

DO women only want equal rights when it
suits them? In response to views expressed
in Vox pop (Nov), males have to complete a
fitness run in 8min 30sec to earn 100 points,
while females have to do it in 10min 30sec.
If men have to work 20 per cent faster to get
the same result as women, should they be
paid 20 per cent more?

It's the same for the combat fitness test,
in which women have to carry less weight.
Will men in infantry sections have to carry
more ammo? Not very equal, is it? — Sgt W
D Saunders, 32 Engr Regt Wksp, Hohne.

ANY woman who thinks real soldiering is
about being hard enough to carry a rifle
should think again. Some women may be
up to the task, but not with that attitude. —
LCpl A Wood, 1 RRW, Germany.

@ Further letters on this subject have been
held over for the February edition

Moaning soldier
is better than a
whingeing civvy

AS a rear-echelon soldier serving on yet
another tour with our illustrious infantry
in Kosovo, I'd like to respond to Sgt Field
and LSgt Skinner (“Stop moaning and
get on with the job”, Nov).

If it wasn’t for our so-called moaning
the British infantryman would still be run-
ning round in puttees, armed with a Lee

Enfield. “Lump it
Prize letter

or get on with it” is
the attutude that
got us into our poor state of retention.

That style of man-management was
acceptable when we joined up, but as
senior ranks we now have to move with
the times. There are plenty of moaning
soldiers, but I would rather have a moan-
ing rear-echelon soldier in the Army than
an ex-infantryman in civvy street telling
his mates how shabbily he was treated by
his senior NCOs.

Let’s lead our troops with respect and
dignity . . . and maybe they will see us in
the same light. - Sgt R Van-son, 1
PWRR LAD REME, Kosovo.

SGT Field and LSgt Skinner make the
point that non-infantry soldiers complain
more than contemporaries in other arms.

In 17 years I have served with infantry
(two separate battalions), cavalry, tanks,
artillery, engineers and transport, as well
as with a detachment serving with the
Royal Air Force, and I can safely say that
they all moan equally, especially about
clothing, medals and entitlements.

There’s an old saying about soldiers:
“If they are not moaning, it’'s time to
worry”. We are all on the same team. Sol-
diers are soldiers whatever the cap badge.
Besides, aren’t they whingeing about
whingers? — Sgt Gary Marsh, 3 RSME
Wksp REME, Camberley.

THEIR letter refers to other arms and ser-
vices as “rear-echelon soldiers”. Having
served alongside some fine infantry units
during my time as an instructor at RMA
Sandhurst and at Warminster, it is rare to
read such a reference to other arms.

I wouldn’t have perceived much of an
echelon system on the modern battlefield,
the difference between front line and rear
line being seamless. There have not been
many operations when the “rear echelon”
has not been involved.

There is a difference between whinge-
ing and looking after the welfare of a
modern force. Improvements in retention
are testament to this positive approach. —
WO1 (Royal Artillery Sergeant
Major) C Broadfoot, RHQ, London.

THIS attitude is the reason hundreds of
skilled, well-trained soldiers are leaving
the Army. — Michael Ingledew, ex-Cpl
REME (since May), Middlesbrough.

THE perception that you should accept
shortcomings on the basis that you
“signed on the dotted line” perpetrates
the myth that the military should accept
poor service as the norm.

That this style of management may be
prevalent among those responsible for
recruits is more worrying than any non-
payment of allowances.

The authors have every reason to
expect the highest standards of adminis-
tration from those who support them and
should not defend criticism of its short-
comings when standards fall; to excuse
them on the basis that in serving the
country they are to be expected belongs
to a long-gone era. — K Redfearn (ex-
WO2 Royal Artillery), FSST(UK),
Larkhill.

THE Long Service Advance of Pay (LSAP)

26, 1999. Unfortunately, the qualifying criteria

Sailors get
earlier
crack at

housing
incentive

scheme permits up to £8,500 to be borrowed to
assist Service personnel to enter the housing
market and/or to help meet housing needs arising
from changing Service or domestic circum-
stances.

The advance is recoverable, interest-free, over a
period of ten years at a rate of ten per cent a year
starting two years after the initial advance.

Qualifying criteria, procedures to be followed
and details regarding exemptions are explained in
the Enclosure 1 to D/SP Pol 1¢/30/6/10 Revision
Tri-Service Regulations for LSAP dated March

differ between the Services. ¢

Within the Army and Royal Air Force appli-
cants must wait until they are 35, while in the
Royal Navy and Royal Marines the applicant may
apply from age 23. The reason, according to the
regimental admin office, is the differing terms of
service between the Services. In this era of “pur-
pleness”, this is surely in contradiction to our
equal opportunities policy. Is this likely to change
in the future? — Maj R Dunne RLC, 51 Port
Squadron, 17 Port and Maritime Regiment
RLC, Marchwood.
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PISCATOR

Question time: What is a Centurion?
A: A new type of car? B: A breed of hamster? C: A tank

Answers on a postcard please to: ABF Soldier Competition, 41 Queen’s Gate,
South Kensington, London SW7 5HR. First ten picked entries will win a Piscator
Bugler Boy keyring and a Tommy Atkins fridge magnet! (no name and address,
no prize!) All entries will be entered into the ABF Grand Prize Draw.

\a / ARMY

BENEVOLENT
\/' \/ FUND

Call 020 7591 2000 or visit www.armybenevolentfund.com

‘Here are two goo
reasons for a moan

IN response to “Stop moaning and get on and letting them find their own accommo-
with the job” (Mailbag, Nov), I would dation (or shack up in a barrack block),
like to make the following points: and see how fair thart is?

Allocation of married quarters to Not enough combat clothing to go
single soldiers — The Army is an equal around — It’s the Army’s responsibility to
opportunities employer, which means the provide its emplovees with suitable cloth-
Army will not discriminate against ing, so instead of putting up with it, com-
anyone. Not letting a soldier/officer live in plain. Your RSM wouldn’t like to see his
an otherwise empty married quarter guys and gals on parade with shabby cloth-

because they are single is not fair or equal. ing. - LCpl A ] Fiddes, Dental Centre,
How about moving all pads out of MQs Omagh, Northern Ireland.

SOLDIER welcomes your letters, whether you are an officer or other

rank; serving or civvy; nine, 19 or 90. All we ask is that you keep
them brief and to the point. We'd prefer them to be typed but if they
are handwritten, please put names, addresses and in block capitals (not necessarily for
publication). A prize from the Soldier gift collection will be awarded each month if we judge that a letter,
serious or humorous, merits it. Acceptance or rejection of letters is the decision of the Editor, who
reserves the right to amend for length, clarity or style. Anonymous letters will not be considered.
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Treat Act with care

| HAVE been involved with the Army —
Regular, TA and now Army Cadet Force —
since 1968. Having read the comments
about the new Human Rights Act (Vox
pop, Oct), | think it should not be allowed
to interfere or dilute discipline, and this
should be made plain to potential
recruits, the government of the day and
the European Union. In my day barrack-
room lawyers would try to use legislation
to their own benefit.

If the Act means soldiers get a better
deal from the Army and are treated with
the respect they deserve, but does not
undermine the good name of our Armed
Forces, it will be a good thing for the
Army. — CSM Brian Yardley, Yorks N and W
Army Cadet Force, Halifax.

Incentive to quit?

RETENTION bonuses are taxed but still
give soldiers a nice lump sum at their
three-, five- and/or eight-year points.
Lucky them. I've noticed that personnel
are banking the bonuses and giving
notice the day after signing for the eight-
year one. This gives them a nest-egg for
when they start in civvy street. Yet there
are no cash incentives for those of us
who just missed out by enlisting during
1990. - Sgt D Ross AGC(SPS), Academy
Admin, Office RMA Sandhurst.

Boots for the use of

PLEASE help. My 15-year-old son wants to
join the REME and his school options are
focused on the Army. He has been in the
cadets since he was 13 and adores it.

But he is 6ft 2in tall with size 15 feet and
| have been unable to find Army boots to
fit him. He has missed parades and
detachment weekends because he is not
properly kitted out. Where can we geta
pair of size 1582 — Mrs S Childs, 16 Park
Avenue, Saxmundham, Suffolk IP17 1DR.

EU force guarantee

IN principle | am not against the forma-
tion of a European force. But as a former
WO1 | am concerned that the rights of
Service personnel are guaranteed when
serving with this force. If a soldier is seri-
ously injured and medically boarded out,
is his pension guaranteed? — Capt T P
O'Connor, Cheshire Army Cadet Force.

Pressure group

| WOULD be grateful if you could help us
through your pages make reserve sol-
diers aware of an important issue should
they be injured while serving. If they
cannot prove negligence by the MoD and
lose their civilian jobs through injury, they
will not be compensated and receive only
a pension. We are campaigning for
change. - R T Houston, Injured Reserve
Soldiers Action Group, 21 Holbeck Avenue,
Marton, Blackpool FY4 4LS (tel 01253
440502) or tommyhouston@hotmail.com
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Mobilisation
was made
SO VE R

| AM one of a few hundred reservists serv-
ing in Kosovo and came on this tour after
responding to one of many requests from
the Territorial Army and Reserves (Manning)
office to mobilise.

I'd like to point out that | did not ring up and
ask to come to the Balkans. I'm happy in civil-
ian life (good job, nice house, car, motor
cycle . . . just got engaged), | don't need the
money and I'm not in the Territorial Army.

| mobilised because | wanted to help out.
The process is superb — you chose if and
when you want to mobilise, and for how long
and then attend the Reserves Training and
Mobilisation Centre in Nottingham.

EXCELLENT STAFF

| was apprehensive about being thrown
into green kit again, but it was good. You do
about two weeks’ revision training (bearing
in mind you are already a trained soldier),
and are led gently by the excellent staff.
There is an absence of the “arse about”
factor you can encounter in the Army and
the whole process is well planned and run.

The attitude of the lads in the regiments |
have worked with has been superb (they
poke fun at us but on the whole appreciate
us being here).

My only problems have been with pay,
brought about by being taken on and off the
strength of RTMC, Scots DG and 1 PWRR
in a very short time. All has been resolved,
except for LSSA separation allowance,
which one office told me | qualify for, anoth-
er that | do not. After 18 months in the
Balkans in three years | should have earned
about 500 LSSA days since December
1997. No bonuses? Can't be right.

Still, keep up the good work, RTMC staff.
— Pte P Rice RAMC, 1 PWRR, Kosovo.
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Compassion cell
pulled out stops

I AM writing in response to Cpl Dunn’s
letter “Army support was not there for me
when I needed it” (Nov). I would like to
reassure readers that the compassionate
system operated by the Army is second to
none.

While on an operational tour of Bosnia
in 1997 I was waiting for a flight back to
Bosnia from Split on the “Bos Bus”,
having just completed the adventurous
training package on Brac.

I called my mother to ask how my
father was (he had been diagnosed with
cancer prior to my departure to Bosnia)
and was told he had been admitted to
hospital. I told my squadron 2ic in Bosnia
that my father’s condition had worsened
and he advised me to have my mother
contact the compassionate recall number.

Within 30 minutes I received a call
from an officer in Banja Luka, advising
me that if I could get to Split airport
immediately I would be flown home on
the next available flight.

So, armed with a small day sack, shorts,
flip-flops, sleeveless rugby shirt but no
passport, I was transported by Land
Rover to Split, where I was driven down
the runway to a waiting Hercules that had
been delayed for my arrival. As I was ush-
ered on to the already crammed aircraft
there were some strange looks from the
other passengers. At that point even my
mother didn’t know I was on my way.

At Lyneham the aircraft stopped short
before making its long taxi to the dispersal

area so that I could alight and be whisked
off in a waiting car provided by the Royal
Air Force. At 0100 British time I found
myself back in my home town . . . just six
hours after speaking to my mother.

I'was fortunate to have the assistance of
the RAF and to be operationally
deployed, but I do feel my story highlights
the way that, once the cogs have been set
in motion, the machine runs very
smoothly. I hope this sets some soldiers’
minds at rest. — Sgt Iain Ross, Army
Careers Information Office, Ipswich.

WHILE I have the utmost sympathy for
Cpl Dunn, the system could not have
worked more smoothly for me. While I
was serving on Op Agricola 4 my father
suffered a heart attack.

My wife rang the compassionate hot-
line and, following checks with the hospi-
tal, they contacted my unit. My journey
home was organised by the evening of the
Sunday my father went into hospital.

I was sent home by the fastest means
possible, flown to Manchester and taken
by taxi to Crewe, arriving at the hospital
before 1500 on the following afternoon.

All involved — my workmates, my unit,
the movements cell in Macedonia — were
superb. All I had to do was pack.

Thankfully, my father is recovering and
I am back in Podujevo. I'd like to thank
everyone involved for their help and
understanding. - SSgt Steve Copeland,
1 PWRR LAD REME, Podujevo.

Your support helped

A YEAR ago my fiancée Ina gave birth to
our second daughter, Shannon. | had not
long been promoted to lance corporal and
Ina and | were three months away from
being married. | was as happy as I've ever
been.

Shannon was born with a number of
major organ and bone defects, she had
only one lung and her kidneys were not
working properly. Her spine was deformed
and her left hand missing.

My family and | were devastated, even
more so when the doctors told us we
might need to turn off her life support
machine.

My wife and | were driving to Bremen, a
234km return trip, every day or spending
hours at the four different hospitals in
Hamburg, Bremen and Soltau she was
transferred to in the first three weeks. Last
November Ina and | and our parents spent

more than DM12,000 (about £3,835) on
travel alone. The stress was unimaginable
and the cost crippling.

At this point, Ina and | received both
financial and legal assistance from
SSAFA’s Anne MacKintosh, the Red
Cross, Capt Allan Mellor (32 Engr Regt's
families’ officer), and SSgt Tosh Simpkin,
32's regimental admin officer.

HARDEST SIX WEEKS

They helped us through the hardest six
weeks of our lives. We were helped and
comforted at all times by so many people
that it is difficult to thank them all.

Visits by Capt Mellor and Sgt Neil Web-
ster from the families’ office, SSAFA and
the Red Cross at home and in the hospi-
tals made us realise that when we needed
help the Army really was a big family
ready and willing to help all its members,
regardless of rank or time served.

us survive

The Royal Engineers Association, the
Army Benevolent Fund and the Royal
British Legion have provided invaluable
financial assistance, leaving no stone
uncovered in their efforts to help us. With-
out their continued support and that of my
regiment, my commanding officer, Lt Col
Barry Le Grys, the families office, pay ¢
office and wives’ club, | believe we would
not have been able to handle the stress.

Dr Hinz of the Links DerWeser Hospital
in Bremen was great, as were SSgt Simp-
kin and my immediate boss, Cpl Michael
Binns.

Shannon has had a second major heart
operation and requires two more, plus
many others, but we are as positive as we
can be, knowing the support is there when
we need it. We cannot thank you all
enough. — LCpl Peter O'Smotherly and
family, 32 Engineer Regiment, Hohne.
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S0)YEARS AGO
From Soldier, Jan 1951: “Right hand down
abit” .. . the Army Mechanical Transport

School at Bordon, Hants, puts a class of
learner drivers through their paces.

From Soldier,
an 1976:
| Genevieve

Alexander, who was the 300th and last baby to be
born in the British Military Hospital, Changi, poses
with proud mother and nurse. From a feature on

| Singapore as the British Army said farewell to the

| island state after more than 150 years as colonial

force and Commonwealth friend.

It you want a quarter,
make the commitment

LCPL Gibson suggests married quarters
for single serving soldiers (“Here’s a way
to keep all that empty housing stock in
good shape”, Nov). He’s living in cloud-
cuckoo-land.

The reason behind Service quarters
and their allocation is simple . . . they are
there for married soldiers. The rules are
in place for good reasons. Housing prob-
lems are bad enough for families as it is.
While there might be abundant houses at
one post, at the next there might only be
enough to go round for those who are
married.

How would he feel if a family with chil-
dren was not housed because a single sol-
dier and his girlfriend had occupied the
last available quarter? Unless you are
married you might not understand the
extent of the problems this would cause.

An earlier letter, “In civvy street we'd
be classed as wed” (Sept), which he
quotes, is actually wrong, as he would
find out if he sought advice from a solici-
tor. But we are not in civvy street, we’re in

SOLDIER January 2001

the Army and every person who joins up
1s aware of the housing and accommoda-
tion charges when they enlist.

If unmarried couples are granted hous-
ing, the situation would explode. How
many other single serving soldiers would
come forward to demand quarters? The
problem would go through the roof.

We’ve had to make sacrifices to get the
privileges we have as married people serv-
ing in the Army. Stop whingeing and
make the commitment. — SSgt Perry
and Sgt Towers, ACIO York.

25 s

Already in the club

| LIKED the photo of the 123 Combat
Supply bikers (Oct) and read that they
might be starting up a motor cycle club.
Fortunately, that isn't necessary as there
is already a well-established Services
Motor Cycle Club. The SMCC caters for
serving and retired members of all three
Services and the MoD Civil Service. It
has been going for years and has nearly
150 members in the UK and abroad.
Anyone interested should contact WO1
Andy Humphreys, D Sp Ops 4a, DLO,
Bldg 300/2, Monxton Road, Andover
SP11 8HT. — Maj Nigel Coole, OC IT Wing,
Sch of Employment Trg, Worthy Down.

Just the tonic...

YOUR quiz “Who wants to run the
Army?” (Dec) gave the impression that
potential officers should know they
should add gin to tonic when making a G
and T. All good Sandhurst officers will
tell you that it is the tonic that should be
added to the gin. — Capt W E Dunlop, 1 D
and D, Northern Ireland.

No comparison

1 WISH to respond to Lt Col Hamilton's
letter (Oct) concerning a medal for
National Servicemen. Whether or not
these soldiers deserve a medal is a
matter of opinion, but to compare the
aggregated service of a two-year con-
script with that of the Territorial Army
volunteer is simply ridiculous.

The TA soldier earns his or her medal
through continuous voluntary dedication
and efficiency over many years, and at
the expense of weekends, evenings and,
in most cases, annual holidays. Increas-
ingly he or she runs the risk of prejudice
in the workplace, and those in positions
of authority are committed to hours of
unpaid administration work at home.

The newly-instituted Volunteer
Reserve Service Medal is the descendant
of the old (and cherished) Territorial Dec-
oration and the Territorial Efficiency -
Medal. These in turn replaced the volun-
teer and yeomanry medals created in the
1890s and which predate National Ser-
vice by half a century.

How can this tradition of rewarding
volunteers for their service be an insult
to National Servicemen? — Lt Col D A
Mathias RLC(V), commanding 165 Port
Regiment RLC(V), Grantham, Lincs.

We are here to support Regular medics

I FIND it hard to see Maj McAuley’s
point of view (“We are not helping full-
time medics”, Oct). The Regulars have
recruiting problems but there are other
reasons for this. Regular Army nurses are
paid very competitive rates compared
with civilian nurses, so what more can the
Army do? The nurses the TA attracts are
mature, well-qualified and have families.

Joining the Regulars for them would be
much harder than a short-service engage-
ment. And what about child care?

It is the job of the Territorial Army to
support the Regulars. Army Medical Ser-
vices has worked on the 60 per cent
reserves, 40 per cent Regulars principal
for vears. — LCpl John Waddington
RAMC TA, Nottingham.
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The regular feature in
which we ask soldiers for
their views on an issue

Pte Mark Nicholson,
1 PWRR

English is accepted as
an international
language and most of
the units from other
countries speak it. |
feel English is the
universal language
that everyone should use.

Fus Phillip Marsh,
RRF attached to

1 PWRR

| was in Germany for
four-and-a-half years
and | tried my best to
pick up the language.
think it is ignorant to
work alongside people
from other nations and not try to speak their
language. Soldiers should be sent away on
three-month learning excursions so that they
could then work as interpreters instead of
having to use one.

Cpl Simon Hewer,
1 PWRR

There is scope for
soldiers to go on basic
language courses
before we go on tour
abroad. However,
most of the countries
speak English so it

is not really a major problem.

Gnr Richard
Boswell, 1 RHA
There is definitely a
case for the Army to be
multilingual because
we are always working
with different nations.
There aren't enough
foreign-speaking
soldiers. Most recruits learn French or
German at school but most of them don't
really take it in — | know, | didn't.

LCpl Luke Knight,
B Squadron, QRH

| don't think there is a
case for us to be multi-
lingual at all. We are the
British Army and we
should speak English.
Most nations get taught
English at school and
there is no way we
could learn all the European languages.

2nd Lt Angus Newby Grant, 1 RHA

Fortunately for us it
seems that most of
the other nations we
come across speak
English to a better
degree than we can
speak their
languages. Language
courses could be

4 good for the Army,
but as it is we all seem to get on fine
speaking English.

Pte Rob Hirst,

1 PWRR

| think we should try a
bit harder. We are a bit
ignorant when it comes
to speaking other
languages. We seem to
have the attitude that
we are English and everyone else should
speak our language.

Gnr Lee Fisher,
1 RHA

If we work alongside
other nations then we
should try to speak
their language, there
should be effort from
both sides. However,
there is not a lot of
time available to train people. We've got
more important things to learn, so it would
have to come second to everything else.

Interviews: Andy Simms Pictures: Mike Weston

Euro lingo

As a 60,000-strong European rapid reaction force came a step closer
to reality, we asked troops deployed in Kosovo whether there
was a case for the British soldier to learn more foreign languages

Sgt Rob McCreedy,
1 RHA

Being able to speak
other languages
would certainly not be
a bad thing for the
Army. There are quite
a few people in the
forces who do speak
foreign languages,
but that is down to their schooling.

LCpl Shaun
Woodhouse,
1 PWRR

The English language is
one of the most widely
spoken so | do not think
we need to learn other
languages. You can get
by on English alone.

Sgt Paul Hammill, 1 PWRR

Languages are the
downfall of a lot of our
troops. Most of the
other countries speak
English and | see no
reason why we
shouldn’t be able to
speak more foreign
languages. We

should have
individuals in platoons learning different
languages so that across the board we
have at least the majority of European
languages covered.

Pte Paul Burnett, 1 PWRR

| find that all the

- foreign units | have
come in contact with
have English as their
second language. | do
not think we should be
multilingual because
where do you draw the
line? We would have
to learn the lot.
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THE S60 SPORTS SALOON...

-JNSPIRING DRIVING

ENGAGING. VA 1IC. REWARDING.

The new Volvo S60 is the result of an engineering philosophy
that emphasises driver enjoyment, confidence and style.

A range of three, five cylinder, turbo-charged engines produce
from 180bhp to 250bhp. With advanced chassis dynamics and
a sporting standard specification, you can be sure of an
exhilarating drive.

The S60 is available from only £14,800" (Tax-Free) from Volvo
British Military Sales. For full details on this stunning new sports
saloon, and the benefits available with a tax free purchase from
British Military Sales, please call today on 01707 262388.

VOLVO CAR UK BRITISH MILITARY SALES

TELEPHONE - 01707 262388
E-MAIL - VCC4.TDSUK@MEMO.VOLVO.SE

FREEPOST.30, HATFIELD
HERTFORDSHIRE ALS 7BR

* Price does not include delivery or VAT. Only available to HM Forces personnel
on official overseas posting. UK retail prices from £19,995 on the road.

Five cylinder, turbo-charged engine
Stability Traction Control (STC)
Volvo Dynamic Chassis

Electronic Brake Distribution (EBD)
16" alloy wheels

Sports seats and upholstery
Leather steering wheel

Leather gear knob

8 speaker CD player

Air conditioning

Cruise Control

Anti-theft alarm

Prices from only £14,800"

VOLVO
for life
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Tax Free car with
nosmall print.

| TAX FREE
NEW

FOR EXPORT ONLY IF POSTED OVERSEAS

TAXPAID
NEW &
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www.emctaxfree.com

For more details and to order UK FREEPOST (BR 1394)
call Wayne, Simon and Sam  CAVENDISH BRIDGE, EASTBOURNE EN21 51D

UK Phone 01323739675 ® M (%
UK Fax 01323 734560 EMU
German Freephone 08001 860183/ 08001 627633 WA M JRGCH






