














'BUT NO DRESSING 60'::::s IN 
When you see an "inn sign" reading "The Pit Laddie" or "Cock 0' thm. 
North" you know you are in the Durhams' sector of the Korean battle line 

.Y 
ARDENED by war and winter. the  men of the  1st Battalioq The  .. 
Durham Light Infantry now look hack with a laugh' to the  day when , 

Now thev  can tell the difference between natiirill and enPmv no i ses~  Thev i 

H they first went on patrol in the Korean no-man's land. 

. < i~ '. barrels of their machine-guns and heat dummy figures, with which it was hoped 

THE HOOCHIES 

When ne WoKes in nls aug-out, rrlvole Jim McGee will 
reach for the bullet-proof vest in the foreground. 

of the intervention of Members In a corrugated iron but, sever 
of Parliament and the British men, under Corporal John Bell < 
Leaation. Sunderland, sell anything from 
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have been in hand-to-hand contact with the  enemy, and engaged him with, 1 
ades and  small arms fire. They have crept between his positions +d 
i on his troops, and they have  sat in their bunkers listening to shells 
mortar bombs rain down upon them. and felt thankful that they ha  
of timber, sandbags and earth above them. 

lr.dy have learned to live in "hoochier." Each company has its awn tented'or,, 
which their fathers of World War One log cabin canteen, and outside each swings 

routine. They have had to remove the peth Arms." He once made some lifelike 

for General Eisenhower's visit. 

noxes of fresn eggs, large turxeys, ur-piece olnner service coscm 
chickens and .steaks. These are El?. The shop arranges the shil 
issued by Corporal Reg Yemm ping home of all the gifts fro: 
from Hereford. "Believe it or not;' Korea and J,apan. 
he said, "I still get complaints." Lieutenant-Colonel P. J. Jeffe 

Corporal Alan Hope of Stock- ies DSO. OBE, the Commandin 
ton put the complaints in a nut- Officer, is very proud of his ba 
shell. "The grub has taken all the talion. "They are good lads." € 
fun out of eating. We know what said. "They are sensible in tk 
it's going to be for breakfast be- line; they dig like beavers ar 
Fore we get it - eggs every day, keep their heads down when she1 
end turkey gets boring when you fall. Thus we have avoided man , have it twice a week." No doubt cwudlties. Their health has bee 
many of the folks at home would fine, and most of them avoide 
be pleased to change diets with the recent sligibt influenza ep 
him, if not billets. demic. I'm very prqud of b h a  

A shop with a monthly turnover - particularly &e National Sei 
of S4OW to ESOOO sounds like a vice Lads." - Report by Malo 
pretty good business, This is ex- Hush Pond MC, Mlliiary 01 
actly what the battalion shop is. server In Korea. 

a Picture of a cathedral for the serjeants' The magnificent flow of welfare gifts 
mess. An art student at Huddersfield Tech. from the people &Durham, for which the 
nical College before being called up, he is men are very grateful, has done an  enor- 
delighted to find an outlet for his talents mous amount to keep morale high, Un- 
in the Army. Like all artists in khaki, he fortunately 40 wireless sets. bought with 
has been called on to turn out many a money donated by Durham, have been 

, ~ tactical sign-board. held up by the Korean cnstoms, in spite 

' 

, 

Private Bob Anderson tries o silk 
dressing gown for size in the battalion 
shop. It will not be much use until 
his name tops the leave roster. 
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SOLDIER to Soldier 
HE prlme purpose of the Coronation is not to give 
the Brltlsh Army a blaze of publicity. T It is fair, however, to point out that, viewed solely 

as a spectacle, the Coronation would lose about three-quar- 
ters of i ts  attraction without the aid of the  fighting Services. 

The Army provides not only should be dlmost impoepible for 
the colour, the music and the a soldier in full kit to clamber 
rhythm. but a great part of the unaided into a three-ton lorry, 
organisation. or why so much time should be 

There have been bigger Coro- wasted when a party is embuss- 
nations than this, reckoned in ing because of the acrobatic 
numbers of Servicemen on par- exertions which this process in- 
ade, but never - thanks, in part, volves. Anyone who devised m e  
to television - will so many simple sort of contraption wMch 
people have seen a Coronation would obviate all this incon. 

venience would materially i n  procession. 
Orders shouted in Westmin- crease the mobility of our land 

ster will be heaid on Broadway. forces." 
Guns fired in Hyde Park will There is something in this 
boom in Canbvrra. Within the complaint. Even Commandos 
next few weeks colour pictures 
of the British Army at its proud- 
est will be shown on the cinema 
screens of five continents. 

In simpler lands, more suscep- 
tible than our own to pomp and 
colour, those Coronation films 
will be shown for years to come. 

Connoisseurs of Coronations 
will sigh at the absence of those 
turbaned. magnificent soldiers 
of the old Indian Armv. thouah 
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the pipes of Pakistan will s h h  
out along the route. From reign 
to reign, the composition of the 
overseas forces changes. but the 
family party still produces a 
rich range of uniforms and 
Colours. of badges and hackles. 

No army stages more brilliant. 
more dignified, ceremonial than 
the British Army - even in 
these days of mechanisation. 
(Can you- picture a coronation 
procession sweeping along in 
limousines, marsballed by motor 
cyclists? When that day comes, 
the price of seats on grand- 
stands will tumble). 

The British Army is proud of 
the high honour which it is 
called on to shoulder on the 
Second of June. It could not 
hope to display its qualities on a 
more worthv occasion. 
God Save The Queen/ 

ELEASE of wounded prlson- R ers-otwar in tlmes of 
"peace" Is an even more polg- 
nant occaslon than In Umea of 
war. 

To those men who are now 
returninq. Rip van Winkle wise, 
to a London silded for a qreat 
event of which thev knewnoth- 
mq, what can SOLDIER say es- 
cept, "We're glad to have you 
back - and we wish you a 
quick recovery." 

No finer news - not even the 
~calinq of Everest --.could oreet 
!he month of June than the news 
that the remaininq prisoners-of- 
war were on their way home 

* 

* 
N the course of a year' 

(wllter a diarlst In The 
SDecfoforl "I spendqulte a lo t  of 
tlme climbing, orwatching others 
cllmb. in and out of milltary 
vehlcles. and I often wonder 
why their designers are at snch 
pain, to make this feat as dlffi- 
cult as they can. 

'I see no real reason why it 

Why should o soldier hove to be 
helped into the back of o trucki 

who can climb vertical rocks 
with one-inch footholds are 
liable to lose skin and temp- 
when hurling themselves into 
Army lorries, especially when 
the tailboard, with its always. 
too-tiny step, swings away nndef 
the lorry. However, attention 
s e e m  to have been gIven to thir 
problem in some of the new 
truCk8 now being issued. When 
the tailboard is lowered it 
remains firmly vertical; the sol- 
dier inserts one foot into ametal 
hasp at the bottom. his other 
foot into another aperture in the 
board, and hauls himseli in with 
the aid of a rope dangling from 
the centre of the roof. There are 
four footholds in all. sa that 
two men can mount simulta- 
neously. Still not ideal, perhaps, 
but an improvement. 

N at least two occasions 0 SOLDlER has suggested 
that a popular turn at the Royal 
Tournament would be one of 
those displays in which a *am 
of magicians in white overalls 
descend on a litter of jeep parts, 
fling them together and drive 
the result away - all in two or 
three minutes. Now the idea has 
been adopted by the Organisers 
of this year's Tournament. If two 
teams compete against each 
other. it should be as exciting 
an event as any. 
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"lmpenonating an officer, eh? What made 
you think you could gef away with it?" 

' % I  
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."YOU Wtl ought to iwk in the 
m i m m h f w s  you coma out!" 

"And wa Cen ha.ve some 
little junior NCQ's." 

'' She went absent without leave, sir." 



the Past I 

spectators. however, nodded approvel. ' The Guardsman in the film was slouched ,;I on his saddle, had only one hand on the 
, I  handle-bars and wobbled. According to a 
:' Guards regimental serjeant-major of SOL- 

..:! DIERS acquaintance, the proper way to ride 
' a military bicycle is sitting upright and with 

both hands on the handle-bars. The rule is 
~ that a rider shall not salute while his 
' - machine is in motion. 

I' 
::, 

~ certain distinguished soldier who was also a CyellSfr In the Royal Tournament of 1909. One of the linked riders towln the gun har 
been 'wounded'; a reinforcement gallantly leaps into the saddle,jeltisoning$ls own steed. 

If that rule had been introduced earlier it 
might have saved much embarrassment to a 

Royal D u e .  Some time before World War One 
1 

The Army took its cycling serious- 
ly in days gone by. Soldier- 
riders performed some dashing 
exploits in the first world war 

On a charge for belng "1dIe on a 
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