e

SOLDIER

THE BRIETISH ARMY MAGAZINE

iy

e % TG

}

CORONATION 1953

NINEPENCE



WHY IS A

RONsON

WORLD'S GREATEST LIGHTER

SUCH A SUCCESS?

press, it's lit. ..

release, it's out! elementary, my dear...RONSON

Your jewellery-finished Ronson is precision-
built by mastercraftsmen. That is why it
lights first time ... why a Ronson gives
faultless service year after year. Try the
Ronson Standard, shown here, for yourself !

LONG LIFE FLINTS

Ronson Firebronze (regd. trade mark) Flints
are extra long, spark stronger, last longer. 8in
a flat case — they don't get lost !

FILL UP WITH RONSONOL

It’s made by Ronson, burns clean, leaves your
lighter spotless. Best for all lighters !

FIREBRONZE FLINTS

NOW AT YOUR NAAFI

Many lighters try to be like Ronson. For your own
protection, be a detective, turn the lighter upside down and
look for the trade mark RONSON

ANNE

RARE

SOTC WHISKY

HILL THOMSON & C° L™

EDINBURGH Est. 1793

y Appointment Wine & Spirit Mer
to the late King George VI
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A message

Sfrom Air Marshal Sir Thomas Williams,
K.C.B.OBE,MC.D.F.C., M.A.
Chairman, H.M. Forces Savings Committee.

At the invitation of Lord Mackintosh, Chairman of
the National Savings Committee, I recently took on the
work as Chairman of H.M. Forces Savings Committee,
which post, as you know, was formerly held by Air Marshal
Sir Richard Peck, who died in the Autumn of last year.

Sir Richard did a great deal for the Savings Movement,
and under his guidance Forces Savings rose from £31
millions in 1948 to more than £8 millions in 1952. I shall
do my best to emulate his good work, and I think it
would be a fine thing if we could raise our Forces Savings
to the £10 million mark in this Coronation year.

I feel sure we might well succeed in reaching that
figure if all Commanding Officers and Unit Savings
Officers will continue whole-heartedly to support us in
this important welfare work for Savings in the Services.

H.M. Forces Savings Committee, | Princes Gate, London, S.W.7



“You
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asked for Benson &5 Hedges cigarettes, Sir™

Benson & Hedges Lid, are proud to announce that
their Super Virginia cigarettes are available on the
world’s most fumous airways, including all routes
served by the following :—

BRITISH EUROPEAN AIRWAYS,
BRITISH OVERSEAS AIRWAYS
CORPORATION,
SCANDINAVIAN AIRLINES SYSTEM,
QANTAS EMPIRE AIRWAYS - AIR
CEYLON - EL-AL ISRAEL AIRLINES,
AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL AIRWAYS
TRANS-AUSTRALIAN AIRLINES
BRITISH WEST INDIAN AIRWAYS
SABENA -+ MALAYAN  AIRWAYS,
CENTRAL AFRICAN AIRWAYS
AER LINGUS - CYPRUS AIRWAYS

o
BY APPOINTMENT
TOBACCONISTS TO

THE LATE KING GEORGE VI B E N S 0 ‘AJ'

When cnty the best will do

@

Fitting accompaniment to smoothly luxurious travel,
BENSON ... HEDGES Super Virginia cigarettes
are made from the finest of fine tobaccos with
unhurried, untiring care for all those occasions

when only the best will do.

HEDGES LD vw@ED BO ND: S TR E &I 50N DO e

TEW L84
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Donald Peers,
Sfamous radio singer
and recording star

' M@f Aéwf/om/ Bezo
New controlled flow
Refill, amasterpiece
of efficiency

Here is news indeed—the most
- important advance in ballpoint
writing standards since Biro was
originated in 1945. And once
again Biro lead the way.
The new Biro refill gives perfect
writing from the first word to the
lastdrop of ink. Extensive research
‘work and experiment, the use of )
new materials, a redesigned nib
and meticulous production to
micronic measurements combine

to achieve this new masterpiece. “The h Ig h notes are there
Ask your dealer to show you the V.48
new Biro ¢ Controlled Flow ” to be hit

refill.  Try it. Enjoy the feather
light ease of its writing and in

future insist on Biro refills—
the newest, the best, the When you start out in a job, getting to the top seems a

says Donald Peers

ONLY refill for gL mighty hard task. I know I felt that way. But if you put
pen.

everything you’ve gotinto your work and take the chances
that come your way, then you’ll make the grade. It means
using initiative and enterprise. It also means hard work.

But it’s well worth it.

wHAT’'S YOUR LINE?

Whatever your job is—while there’s Free Enterprise there’s

opportunity. So make the most of it yourself, and encourage

Gontrolled flow Refills
for Ba"point pens ; Free Enterprise gives everyone

a chance and a choice

the spirit of Free Enterprise in others all you can.

Distributed to B.A.O.R. by Services Central Book Depot through

C.Y.W.W., Malcolm Clubs and N.A.A.F.1. The Free Enterprise Campaign, 51, Palace Street, Westminster, S.W.1
Y6A
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This aerial photograph of Buckingham Palace shows at top left the ballroom in which the Queen has held recent
Investitures. Those summoned to attend enter the Palace under the pillars at the back of the central quadrangle.

A Soldier Goes to the Palace

<« UCKINGHAM Palace,
please.”

Private Palmer says
it as calmly as he can. He ex-
pects the taxi-driver to raise
an eyebrow at least, but the
taxi-driver shows no surprise.
One glimpse at Private Palmer,
with that uncommonly fierce
crease in his battle-dress
trousers, accompanied by his
girl and his mother, both wear-
ing new hats, and the taxi-
driver had a good idea where
he would be ordered to drive.

Private Palmer rarely rides
in taxis, but this seemed to be
the day for one. He knows it
is a waste of effort pretending
not to be excited; his girl has
just told him so. She and his
mother keep stealing looks at
him; that is, when they are not
stealing glances in mirrors.

On the First day of June will be announced
the Coronation and Birthday Honours.
Shortly afterwards the Queen will hold a
series of Investitures. What happens at an
Investiture? Here is an account of a visit
to Buckingham Palace by a: typical, but
mythical, soldier: Private Albert Palmer,
who has been awarded the Military Medal

His stock is high. And all be-
cause of that bit of a dust-up
months ago, at the place with
the unpronounceable name, in
the Malayan jungle...

Private Palmer imagines that
the taxi will set him down some-
where near the sentry-boxes,
where the sightseers are. The
crowd stares at him through the
cab windows, for today he is one
of the sights of London. To his
surprise, the taxi drives straight
in through the gates, into the
central quadrangle of the Palace.

Private Palmer pays off the taxi
and, with his girl and mother,
joins a fashionable-looking stream
of people passing through the
main entrance of the Palace. Most
of the men are in morning dress,
but there are many Service uni-
forms among them; mayors and
generals, civil servants, an air mar-
shal, an actor, a corporal of Royal
Marines, a Women's Royal Army
Corps officer —and Private Palmer.

Inside the entrance, servants in
livery direct spectators up a stair-
case to the left; Private Palmer,
having identified himself, goes

straight ahead. He leaves his cap
in a cloakroom and, still following
the stream, ascends an ornate stair-
case and passes through softly-lit
galleries profusely hung with
large oil-paintings. An official in
morning dress asks him what de-
coration he is to receive. When
he replies “Military Medal" he is
directed to a corded-off portion
of a long gallery where a hand-
ful of Servicemen are already
waiting; other arrivals, with dif-
ferent honours to receive — DSO'’s
perhaps, or OBE's — are directed
into other “pens”. Another offi-
cial checks Private Palmer’'s name
on a list, then pins on his left
breast a small, neat metal hook.
It is on this that the Queen will
slip the ribbon of his medal.
There is half an hour to wait
before eleven o'clock, when the
Investiture begins. Private Palmer
begins to talk in subdued tones
to another soldier. Everyone is a
little keyed up. Everyone is well-

shined, well-shaved, well- m
trimmed, well-scrubbed.
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To the Palace (conrq)

There is a diversion at the
other end of the gallery., A
very distinguished-looking officer,
wearing the aiguillette, is ad-
dressing the occupants of one of
the corded-off areas. Snatches of
what he is saying can be over-
heard: ".... really- very simple,
ladies and gentlemen ... right up
to the Queen ... walk backward
three paces ... Are there any
questions, ladies and gentlemen?
I'm sure there can't be."

There are no questions, and the
very distinguished-looking officer
approaches Private Palmer and
his comrades. He assures them,
as he assured the others, that
what they have to do presents
no difficulty. “Some of you,” he
points out, "have already been

' In 1940 King George VI held an open-
air Investiture at Buckingham Palace.

here."” He tells them that the In-
vestiture is being held in the Jball-
room. They will file in one behind
the other and see the Queen on
their left front. Private Palmer
learns that when the name of the
person in front of him is called,
he himself must step forward un-
til he finds himself abreast of an
admiral, who is his "“marker"”;
there he must halt. When his own
name is called, he will step a few
paces forward until he is level
with the Queen, then turn left to
face her. He will bow, then march
right up to the edge of the dais,
The Queen will attach the medal
and shake hands with him. He
will then step backwards three
or four paces, bow again, turn
right and march out.

Simple enough; but it will be
the first time in his life he has
bowed. How will it look? No
doubt his girl friend will tell him
afterwards. Private Palmer is
fortified by the thought that two
or three hundred more people are
going to do the same thing, in-
cluding elderly civilians with no
drill experience, and a number of
women, who have the slightly
more difficult task of curtsying,
instead of bowing.

Private Palmer supposes that
his girl and his mother are now
seated in the ballroom, Later, he
learns that the spectators too
were "briefed” before taking their
seats. In no circumstances, they
were told, must they applaud; this
instruction was very emphatic.

A scene seldom photographed: an Investiture inside Buckingham
Palace. King George VI is seen talking to Corporal George Lee.

PAGE.S

Presently, as the hands of the
clock near eleven, one of the
officials begins to call out names
from a list. In front of Private
Palmer is a lance-corporal who,
to judge from his blue-and-white
ribbons, has been involved in a
bit of a dust-up in Korea. Behind
him is a Royal Marine; behind
the Royal Marine, an aircraftman.
The queue waits for a while.
Other queues can be seen moving
ahead of it. Then it is beckoned
forward, halted, and from now on
it edges forward inch by inch.
The Investiture is in progress.

Private Palmer would like to
have seen the knights being
dubbed, but that is something
else his girl friend will have to
tell him about later. Meanwhile
he and his comrades file, a little
nervously, along the red carpet,
eyeing the great paintings by illus-
trious-artists, talking in whispers.
Every tall mirror — and there are
many of them —is an excuse for
a last checkup. Private Palmer
has a nasty moment when he
thinks he has,lost the little hook
off his tunic; but it is still there,

As they near the ballroom the
sound of music is audible. Some-
how, Private Palmer had not
imagined that the Investiture
would be accompanied by music.
Quite popular tunes, too; he hears
a snafch of Gilbert and Sullivan,
then "Smoke gets in your eyes.”

At last Private Palmer's part of
the queue emerges into what
turns out to be the lower end of
the ballroom, a high white-and-
gold room of great dignity, lit by
pink and white chandeliers, At
the far end the Queen is standing
on a dais, backed by a tall taper-
ing red canopy bearing the lion
and the unicorn — the Durbar
canopy. Statuesque behind her
are six Yeomen of the Guard in
their Tudor uniforms, The music
comes from a scarlet-uniformed
Grenadier Guards band in the
musicians’ gallery; it is soft
enough to allow Private Palmer



to hear the names of the recipi-
ents called by the Lord Chamber-
lain, who stands in morning dress
behind and to the right of the
Queen. Each presentation, on the
average, takes rather less than
half a minute, longer if the Queen
asks questions.

Some of the spectators, mostly
those with children, are sitting on
raised seats at the side of the
ballroom. Private Palmer does
not see his girl friend and his
mother; presumably they have
secured seats at the front.

The queue stretches across the
lower end of the ballroom, into
another gallery, turns and re-
appears at the head of the room.
In the gallery are more pictures,
more tall mirrors. On the last lap,
when they emerge under the
pink and white chandeliers, Pri-
vate Palmer keeps his eyes to
the front. There must be no
mistakes. Now the lance-corporal
in front of him moves up in line
with the impassive admiral. For
the last time, an official checks
Private Palmer's name.

Private Palmer does not re-
member, consciously, taking those
steps forward, turning, bowing,
advancing. Now he is standing in
front of the Queen, who smiles at
him in a very reassuring manner,
She picks up his medal from an
ornate tasselled cushion held by
an Army officer, and slips it over
the little clip. Then, to his sur-
prise, she asks him questions
about his service. His throat feels
a little dry, but he produces the
answers, and — for the first and
possibly the last time in his life
says “Your Majesty.” The
Queen congratulates him and
shakes him by the hand.

When he marches out, right,
as instructed, Private Palmer is
in a state of mingled relief and
elation. It was not such an ordeal,
really; or so he will tell people.
He finds himself in another gal-
lery where two attendants re-
move his medal ard put it into a
padded box for him, at the same
time removing the little hook
from his battle-dress. He goes
back into the ballroom at the
lower end, and finds a vacant
red chair. One by one, his com-
rades join him, with their little
black boxes.

When the last name has been
called the Lord Chamberlain steps
down from the dais, turns to face
the Queen and bows. At that
moment the Grenadiers’ band
strikes up "God Save the Queen.”
The audience rises and remains
standing until the Queen has left.

The Investiture is over. In the
courtyard Private Palmer rejoins
his girl friend and his mother.
“Was 1 all right?” he asks,
haunted by a faint doubt. It
seems he was.

“Now let's dodge the photo-
graphers,” says Private Palmer.
But it turns out that his girl friend
and his mother have other ideas
about that.

NOTE: Each Serviceman sum-
moned to an Investilure may be
accompanied by two -— but never
more than two — speclators.

The recipient and those who
accompany him are entitled o
free travel to London for the
occasion.

Royal Air Force, Take it Away!
(And Good Luck With It!)

Guided missiles for use against ultra-high and
vlira-fast raiders are to be operated by
the Royal Air Force. But the airmen may be
glad of a little help from Army specialists

NY Gunner who cherished
an ambition to join the
first Guided Missile

(Anti-Aircraft) Battery, Royal
Artillery must find himself
another ambition.

The Government has ruled
that the operation and manning
of guided missiles directed
against hostile aircraft — or
hostile rockets — shall be a
Royal AirForce responsibility.

The Roval Artillery will still
be responsible for intercepting
raiders in the lower and middle
reaches of the air. But the battle
at the top level is to be fought by
the men in blue.

No doubt it will not be long
before the Royal Artillery is con-,
soled by being issued with sur-
face-to-surface guided missiles
for use in the field.

Earl Alexander of Tunis, Minis-
ter of Defence, told the House of
Lords that the reason for handing
surface-to-air guided missiles to
the Royal Air Force was that
these weapons were complemen-
tary to fighter aircraft, would
operate "in the same air space”

A 20-foot research rocket, with a speed of over 2000 miles an hour,

and should, therefore, be under
the same ground control.

During World War Two the
guns and rockets of Anti-Aircraft
Command were under the ultimate
control of the Air Officer Com-
manding Fighter Command. On
him rested the decision whether
raiders should be engaged by guns
or aircraft.

The use of existing anti-aircraft
guns, said Lord Alexander, would
have to be closely integrated
with that of guided missiles. For
many years to come orthodox
guns would continue to be essen-
tial to our air defence system.

According to Lord de L'Isle and
Dudley, Secretary for Air, the
Royal Air Force “deeply appre-
ciates this new responsibility
which is laid upon it; it in no
way under-estimates the magni-
tude of the task,” The Royal Air
Force, he said, was accustomed
by habit and by circumstance to
the rapid march of science and
invention.

No Gunner-peer was on hand
to point out that Anti-Aircraft
Command was also accustomed
to the rapid march of science and
invention. But Viscount Bridge-

takes off from the coast of Wales. lt's all yours, Royal Air Force!

man said that the decision would
be welcomed by those air defence
units, mostly part-time, who for
a long while had been wondering
what role they were to play.
They would be “absolutely delight-
ed” to be given clear instructions
and told to get on with the job.

The present structure of Anti-
Aircraft Command may have in-
fluenced the Government in its
decision to hand surface-to-air
guided missiles to the Royal Air
Force. This appears to be the
view of The Times, which thought
that Anti-Aircraft Command, “pre-
dominantly a Territorial Army
team with only a small regular
content,” was "ill-suited for pio-
neering work in a new and diffi-
cult field." But The Times made
the excellent suggestion that
“some of the best officers of the
Royal Artillery” should be co-
opted by the Royal Air Force.
There is much specialised know-
ledge of interception techniques
to be tapped at such places as the
School of Anti-Aircraft Artillery.

In experimental centres in Bri-
tain, and on the Commonwealth
experimental range in Australia,
guided missiles travelling at sever-
al times the speed of sound are
being developed at the highest
priority. More than a hundred
firms are engaged in research and
development. The Armstrong
Whitworth Aircraft company re-
cently announced that it was set-
ting up its own test centre for
guided missiles in Australia, be-
cause there was no adequate site
in Britain. A spokesman of the
firm said that weapons would be
“fired into the stratosphere and
ionosphere and beyond.”

The United States Army has
retained operational control of
surface-to-air guided missiles, It
already has combat units trained
and equipped to use “at least two
kinds of guided missiles, either
against aircraft or to hit ground
targets at long range.” One of the
weapons is the NIKE (pronounced
NY-kee), now being mass-produc-
ed. It is claimed that certain
American guided missiles cannot
be thrown off course by enemy
electronic counter-measures.

The United States Air Force is
well advanced in the develop-
ment of air-to-air and air-to-
ground guided missiles. A Mata-
dor pilotless bomber is now in
production.

From the United States aircraft
carrier Boxer numerous guided
missiles have been dispatched
against the enemy in Korea, One
was fired from a distance of 150
miles into a valley cortaining a
heavy concentration of anti-air-
craft guns, The missile was cata-
pulted from the carrier's deck and
guided for the first part of its
flight by the instruments ®f an
aircraft on the vessel. Then for
the latter part of its flight it was
controlled by an aircraft already
airborne, following at a discreet
distance. The weapon travelled
at several hundred miles an hour,
and when over its target dived
steeply. It may be safely assumed
that no North Korean gunner saw
it coming.
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~ BUT NO DRESSING GOWNS IN THE HOOCHIES

When you see an “inn sign” reading “The Pit Laddie” or “Cock o’ the
North” you know you are in the Durhams’ sector of the Korean battle line

ARDENED by war and winter, the men of the 1st Battalion The
Durham Light Infantry now look back with a laugh to the day when
they first went on patrol in the Korean no-man's land.

Now they can tell the difference between natural and enemy noises. They
have been in hand-to-hand contact with the enemy, and engaged him with
grenades and small arms fire. They have crept between his positions and
spied on his troops, and they have sat in their bunkers listening to shells
and mortar bombs rain down upon them, and felt thankful that they had six
feet of timber, sandbags and earth above them.

They have learned to live in "hoochies,"
which their fathers-of World War One
called dug-outs. They have experienced
Korea's winter cold without a single case
of frost-bite, thanks to strict cold-weather
routine. They have had to remove the
barrels of their machine-guns and heat
them over open fires, to keep the guns
working. The buglers were obliged to
heat their bugles over a brazier when
the Battalion produced a guard of honour
for General Eisenhower's visit,

Private Ray Whitlie of Newcastle sum-
med up his opinion of Korea very briefly.
“There are too many hills for my liking —
I'd certainly like to see a bit of flat coun-
try.” With four years service behind him,
he is due to leave the Army in July or
August. He said that he will go out, but
will almost certainly re-join. "It's the best
way I know of making good pals,” he said.

Working in the carpenter's shop, sur-
rounded by shavings, makeshift furniture
and signboards, was 19-year-old Private
Marsden Prophet, a National Serviceman
from St, Anne's, Cornwall. He was painting
a picture of a cathedral for the serjeants’
mess. An art student at Huddersfield Tech-
nical College before being called up, he is
delighted to find an outlet for his talents
in the Army. Like all artists in khaki, he
has been called on to turn out many a
tactical sign-board.

Private Bob Anderson tries a silk \
dressing gown for size in the battalion
shop. It will not be much use until
his name tops the leave roster.

The man who hands out turkeys even when it
isn’t Christmas: Corporal Reg Yemm. Left:
The Reverend D. P. D. Patterson, the Durhams’
padre, talks to some ‘‘parishioners’”’ outside
the regimental chapel — a eonverted jeep bay.

Each company has its own tented or
log cabin canteen, and outside each swings
one of Private Prophet's signs, reminiscent
of home — ""The Pit Laddie,” "Cock o’ the
North,” “The Dog and Gun,” “The Brance-
peth Arms.” He once made some lifelike
dummy figures, with which it was hoped
to attract the attention of enemy snipers,
but the Chinese were not fooled. They
retaliated some days later by erecting
straw dummies of their own.

The Durhams have a fine reputation in
the Commonwealth Division for parade
turnout, and Americans, from generals to
privates have watched with amazement
their Light Infantry drill. A typical ex-
ample of the comradeship in the Battalion
was the gift by men of the three-inch
mortar platoon of a photographic album
io a private who was injured by a mortar
bomb. Earlier he had told his friends he
was going to buy one. After he went to
hospital the whole platoon “mucked in"
and sent him an album, luxuriously bound
and decorated on the front cover with an
inlaid, coloured map of Korea.

The magnificent flow of welfare gifts
from the people of-Durham, for which the
men are very grateful, has done an enor-
mous amount to keep morale high. Un-
fortunately 40 wireless sets, bought with
money donated by Durham, have been
held up by the Korean customs, in spite

ot

g

When he wakes in his dug-out, Private Jim McGee will

reach for the bullet-proof vest in the foreground.

of the intervention of Members
of Parliament and the British
Legation.

An impressive sight, at the
ration stores, is that of boxes and
boxes of fresh eggs, large turkeys,
chickens and steaks. These are
issued by Corporal Reg Yemm
from Hereford. “Believe it or not,”
he said, "I still get complaints.”

Corporal Alan Hope of Stock-
ton put the complaints in a nut-
shell. “The grub has taken all the
fun out of eating. We know what
it's going to be for breakfast be-
fore we get it — eggs every day,
and turkey gets boring when you
have it twice a week.” No doubt
many of the folks at home would
be pleased to change diets with
him, if not billets.

A shop with a monthly turnover
of £4000 to £5000 sounds like a
pretty good business. This is ex-
actly what the battalion shop is.

In a corrugated iron hut, several
men, under Corporal John Bell of
Sunderland, sell anything from a
razor blade to a silk dressing
gown and from a 30s. tea set to a
124-piece dinner service costing
£17. The shop arranges the ship-
ping home of all the gifts from
Korea and Japan.

Lieutenant-Colonel P. J. Jeffer-
ies DSO, OBE, the Commanding
Officer, is very proud of his bat-
talion. "They are good lads,” he
said. “"They are sensible in the
line; they dig like beavers and
keep their heads down when shells
fall. Thus we have avoided many
casualties. Their health has been
fine, and most of them avoided
the recent slight influenza epi-
demic, I'm very proud of them
— particularly the National Ser-
vice lads.” — Report by Major
Hugh Pond MC, Military Ob-
server in Korea,

Just time for a cigarette, then these Durhams
will be off on a midnight reconnaissance.

SOLDIER

HE prime purpose of the Coronation is not to give
the British Army a blaze of publicity.
It is fair, however, to point out that, viewed solely
as a spectacle, the Coronation would lose about three-quar-
ters of its attraction without the aid of the fighting Services.

The Army provides not only
the colour, the music and the
rhythm, but a great part of the
organisation.

There have been bigger Coro-
nations than this, reckoned in
numbers of Servicemen on par-
ade, but never — thanks, in part,

to television — will so many
people have seen a Coronation
procession.

Orders shouted in Westmin-
ster will be heard on Broadway.
Guns fired in Hyde Park will
boom in Canberra. Within the
next few weeks colour pictures
of the British Army at its proud-
est will be shown on the cinema
screens of five continents,

In simpler lands, more suscep-
tible than our own to pomp and
colour, those Coronation films
will be shown for years to come.

Connoisseurs of Coronations
will sigh at the absence of those
turbaned, magnificent soldiers
of the old Indian Army, though
the pipes of Pakistan will shrill
out along the route. From reign
to reign, the composition of the
overseas forces changes, but the
family party still produces a
rich range of uniforms and
Colours, of badges and hackles.

No army stages more brilliant,
more dignified, ceremonial than
the British Army — even in
these days of mechanisation.
(Can you picture a Coronation
procession sweeping along in
limousines, marshalled by motor
cyclists? When that day comes,
the price of seats on grand-
stands will tumble).

The British Army is proud of
the high honour which it is
called on to shoulder on the
Second of June. It could not
hope to display its qualities on a
more worthv occasion,

God Save The Queen!
*

ELEASE of wounded prison-
ers-of-war in times of
“peace” is an even more poig-
nant occasion than in times of
war. :

To those men who are now
returning, Rip van Winkle wise,
to a London gilded for a great
event of which thev knew noth-
ing, what can SOLDIER say ex-
cept, “"We're glad to have you
back — and we wish you a
quick recovery."

No finer news — not even the
scaling of Everest —.could areet
the month of June than the news
that the remaining prisoners-of-
war were on their way home.

%

«TN the course of a vyear”
(writes a diarist in The
Spectator) “1 spend guite a lot of
time climbing, or watching others
climb, in and out of military
vehicles, and I often wonder
why their designers are at such
pains to make this feat as diffi-
cult as they can.
“] see no real reason why it

to Soldier

should be almost imposgible for
a soldier in full kit to clamber
unaided into a three-ton lorry,
or why so much time should be
wasted when a party is embuss-
ing because of the acrobatic
exertions which this process in-
volves. Anyone who devised the
simple sort of contraption which
would obviate all this incon-
venience would materially in-
crease the mobility of our land
forces.”

There is something in this
complaint. Even Commandos

Why should a soldier have to be
helped into the back of a truck?

who can climb vertical rocks
with one-inch footholds are
liable to lose skin and temper
when hurling themselves into
Army lorries, especially when
the tailboard, with its always-
too-tiny step, swings away under
the lorry. However, attention
seems to have been given to this
problem in some of the new
trucks now being issued. When
the tailboard is lowered it
remains firmly vertical; the sol-
dier inserts one foot into a metal
hasp at the bottom, his other
foot into another aperture in the
board, and hauls himself in with
the aid of a rope dangling from
the centre of the roof. There are
four footholds in all, so that
two men can mount simulta-
neously. Still not ideal, perhaps,
but an improvement,
*

N at least two occasions

SOLDIER has suggested
that a popular turn at the Royal
Tournament would be one of
those displays in which a team
of magicians in white overalls
descend on a litter of jeep parts,
fling them together and drive
the result away — all in two or
three minutes. Now the idea has
been adopted by the organisers
of this year's Tournament. If two
teams compete against each
other, it should be as exciting
an event as any.
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In the Malaya jungles Iban trackers are the eyes, ears and nose of the

anti-bandit patrols. They can follow a trail of blood many hours old

RAISED FOR THE THIRD TIME:

N the dark green of Malava's forests, lean

soundless Ibans (Sea Dyaks) are performing

a service to the British Army comparable
to that of the Red Indian guides who scouted
for British soldiers in North America in the
days of George Washington.

The Ibans are now the Sarawak Rangers, a
force raised for the third time since 1846. The
original Rangers went out of being early this
century; they were formed again between the
world wars, but suppressed by the Japanese,
on occupation. Today's force is 400 strong.

Many of the Sarawak Rangers have already
been active on anti-bandit operations during the
past four years; in all, as many as 2000 Ibans have
served in Malaya. Of these, some were killed on
patrols,

Under their new command, the Il.ans are being
formed on approximate platoon anil section basis
for attachment to various units. The senior officers
and NCO's of the Sarawak Rangers are “drawn
from the units to which they are attached. All the
corporals, lance-corporals and men are Ibans.

Three-quarters of the trackers come from the
Third Division of Sarawak on the upper reaches
of the Rejang River and the rest from the up-
country areas of the Second Divisior. They are
Sea Dyaks, who in woodcraft and sleuthing are
unexcelled, Incidentally, the Sea Dyaks live inland
and the Land Dyaks on the coasts.

The sole officer to wear the shoulder-title of
“"Sarawak” is the Commandant of the Rangers in
Malaya: Lieutenant-Colonel C. J. Baird, late Indian
Army, one of the few active men left in the Army
who was at the Battle of Mons. He went to France
in September 1914 in the ranks of the London
Scottish.

In his full
costume:

native
an Iban
(Sea Dyak). The
men are remark-
ably agile dancers.

Left: This is how
an Iban tracker is
dressed when he
reports for duty. In
the scabbard is his
parang, 4 razor-
sharp Borneoknife.

The Rangers wear the normal jungle-green uniform of the
British Army. Special parangs are being provided for them, just
as Gurkha units have their distinctive kukris. The cap badge
of the Rangers has a parang and kris, the kris being a relic of
the first unit when a number of Malays were recruited. Their
flag is the black, yellow and red of the former Raja days.
Hitherto, Ibans have worn the badges and titles of the regiments
with which they served. Lieutenant-Colonel Baird hopes that
Awang, who won. the George Cross with the Worcestershire
Regiment when employed as a tracker, will be coming to the
Rangers Depot at Siginting. If so, he will work as a civilian,
having been incapacitated.

WO II Bernard Simmonits (of Stoke-on-Trent) is assisting in
the initial training of the Rangers. He has been lent by the
Royal West Kents. The Malay Regiment has also lent in-
structors.

The Suffolk Regiment was very proud of its Dyak trackers,
and two of their important kills were due to the exceptional
brilliance of the little men from Sarawak.

In April 1949, the Commanding Officer of the 3rd Battalion,
Grenadier Guards (Lieut-Colonel T. F. C., Winnington), said of
the Ibans: “They are of incalculable value and without their
services a number of cunningly concealed terrorist camps



The badge of the Sarawak Rangers
contains a parang crossed with a Malayan
kris. Note the slit ear of this tracker.

and many stroy bandits would never have been
discovered.”

Their success in tracking is due to an unusually
highly developed sense of observation and good
eyesight. They are able to follow a trail of blood
several hours old, to pick out footsteps in the
undergrowth and say in which direction a person
went, and with great accuracy to determine how
many hours or days ago a path was last used.

An officer who escorted some 20 men home to
Sarawak by air after their tour of duty in Malaya
was completed tells how the aircraft ran into a
wild storm, which made most of the Ibans airsick;
but in the short interval of quiet flying before
landing they polished their badges, dusted their
boots and ensured that their normal jungle-green
uniforms were tidy.

There is a story to the effect that Major-General
J, C. O. Marriott, of the Brigade of Guards, on a
visit to a Guards Battalion in Malaya, was solemn-
ly saluted by an Iban who addressed him as “Char-
lie." The tracker had had extensive training for
days previously by a subaltern.

The British soldiers’ respect for the Ibans was
strikingly shown when an Iban discovered that he
had left his pengaroh (sacred charms) at a stopping-
place in the jungle. The officer asked his tired
patrol for volunteers to go back three miles to
accompany their tracker — and the whole patrol
of the 2nd Battalion Scots Guards volunteered and
went back.

* Recently announced was the award of the
George Medal to Lance-Corporal Menggong Anak
Pangitt, serving with the Cameronians.

He was second-in-command of an Iban platoon
operating in Johore, under Lieutenant R. R. G. Bald.
In an attack on a bandit position the officer was
killed by the enemy’s first burst of fire, Menggong
took command and ordered his men — outnumber-
ed ten to one — to charge. Opposition was fierce,
so he led his reserve section in a series of charges
on the flank. Step by step the enemy were driven
back; at last, demoralised, they yielded the battle-
field. Then, to warn his company commander of
the presence of this large band of terrorists, Meng-
gong walked alone, without compass, for 4000
yards through enemy-infested jungle to report.

= D.H.de T. READE

Company Serjeant-Major
B. Simmonits, Roya | West
Kents, goes over the rifle
with a Sarawak Ranger.

Right: Only officer to
wear a ‘‘Sarawak’’ shoul-
der-title: Lieutenant-Col-
onel C. ). Baird, late
Indian Army, Command-
ant of the Sarawak Ran-
gers. He has a Mons Star.

Below: You thought it was
a table; it is a tracker’s
bed. He would rather
sleep on the ground than
on a sprung mattress.



HE YOUNGEST CORPS

Men of the Royal Pioneers have been a permanent part of the Army
for only three years, but their traditions were built up in two world
wars. Today the Royal Pioneer Corps will “have a go’’ at anything

SK the man next to you to name the Army's youngest
Regular corps, and he will probably say the Women's

Royal Army Corps.

He is wrong. The answer is
a lusty three-year-old.

Its Depot has passed, with
praise, the critical eyes of the
War Minister and the Chief of
the Imperial General Staff.

Its first Regular officers have
taken their places in its ranks. Its
companies, in Britain and the
Canal Zone, are doing a stout job.
So are its teams which are recruit-
ing and organising civilian labour
from Germany to the Far East.

In Army shooting and sport it
is making its mark. Its hopes of
an official Corps band are still in
the uncertain future, but mean-
while it has an admirable sub-
stitute in a volunteer corps of
drums.

Its history, of course, is longer
than its life as a Regular corps.
The Corps was in existence in
World War One, when the present
badge was devised. Its rebirth
dates from 1939, when a number
of Cavalry reservists reported
back to the Colours and found

the Royal Pioneer Corps, now

their units mechanised. Somebo‘dy
had the idea of forming them into
labour companies, until they could
be trained for tanks.

From these companies was
formed the Auxiliary Military
Pioneer Corps, which turned into
the Pioneer Corps in 1940 and the
Royal Pioneer Corps in 1946.
Meanwhile, the Corps had grown
hugely. In 1945 it had 12,000 of-
ficers, many trained in its own
officer cadet training units, and
116,000 British Pioneers. Under its
wing were some 400,000 Pioneers
from other parts of the Empire,
1,074,000 civilian workers and
173,000 prisoner-of-war workers.
Much of this development was
due to one man, Major-General
A. L. 1. Friend, an old Cavalry-
man who came out of retirement
in 1939 and was Director of Pion-
eers and Labour at the War Office
from 1940 to 1945 and then Colo-
nel-Commandant of the Corps.

After World War Two, the
future was bleak and uncertain
for the Royal Pioneers. The Army
was running down, and it looked
as though the Corps might go out
of existence. Its “users,”” however,
put in a strong plea. In February
1950, the Army Council decreed
that the Royal Pioneer Corps
should become part of the Regular
Army, with a strength of about
2000. The Army and its commit-
ments were growing again,
however, and the Royal Pioneer
Corps is today several times 2000
strong.

There was stern competition
from short-service officers of the
Royal Pioneer Corps and from
other arms for Regular commis-
sions in the Corps. The Corps is
not old enough to have reared
many of its own senior officers —
although the last Director of
Pioneers and Labour, Brigadier
H. H. Blanchard, had joined it as
a second-lieutenant in 1939 and
risen to the top as a short-service
officer — and some have been
“imported.” The present Director
of Pioneers and Labour, an ap-
pointment which includes that of

“I suppose one day someone

Giles, the famous cartoonist, served in the Royal
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Inspector of the Royal Pioneer
Corps, is Brigadier R. A, T. Eve,
formerly of the King’s Royal Rifle
Corps. He had. not served with
Pioneers before.

The "born and bred" Pioneer
officers, who rank up to lieutenant-
colonel, and the new officers
have set to with enthusiasm to
fit their Corps into the Regular
Army, and they have been helped
by an energetic Colonel-Com-
mandant, General Sir Frank Simp-
son.

Warrant officers and senior
non-commissioned officers have
mostly seen service with other
regiments and corps. An induce-
ment to transfer is that the Royal
Pioneer Corps is one of those
which offer older men a chance
of serving on, provided they aré
fit for service in any part of the
world, though not necessarily for
the front-line,

At the Corps Depot, the recruits
— Regulars and National Service-
men — receive purely military
training, and learn that they are
soldiers first and Pioneers second.
There are plenty of stories in the
Corps’ World. War Two records
to illustrate this lesson of
Pioneers who fought ‘during the
retreat to Dunkirk; who held a
gap in the line in Tunisia; who
landed on the first tide on D-Day

he.

"Il have a crisis what the poor ——— Pjoneer Corps don't have to clear up.”
Reproduced by courtesy of the Daily Express.

Pioneer Corps during World War Two.



~and rounded up German marines
before getting down to their
scheduled tasks; who went into
Arnhem with the Airborne troops.

The World War Two record
also shows that the word Pion-
eer can mean Jack-of-all-trades.
When a Canadian Corps was
being moved from’ Italy to Hol-
land, Pioneers erected and ran
transit camps and rail halts. Pion-
eers turned themselves into
policemen and stopped the theft
of 10,000 tons of coal a month in
Belgium. Pioneers, in those days,
ran the Army Fire Service and
salvage units, And when "em-
ploying services” were over-
stretched, Pioneers turned them-
selves into specialists and built
bridges and roads without help
or supervision. To show that they
took this sort of thing in their
stride, one unit put up a sign
which read, “This bridge was
built by — Pioneer Company, and
there is nothing special about it.”

Paradoxically, increasing mech-
anisation of the Army has brought
a demand for more and more
labour. Machines eat up stores.
Field-Marshal Viscount Mont-
gomery has said that the role of
the Pioneers is "as important and
as vital to the Army as ever it
was.”

Today, the Regular companies
of the Royal Pioneer Corps in
Britain undertake “anything they
are asked to do.” At Harwich and
Tilbury, they help to load and
unload travellers and freight. In
Ordnance installations they move
ammunition and other stores, lay
railway lines and handle guard-
dogs. In the Command workshops
at Bicester they work alongside
men of the Royal Electrical and
Mechanical Engineers, stripping
guns for reconditioning. In Royal
Army Service Corps petrol depots
they keep fuel on the move. In

the summer they put up Territor-
ial and cadet camps and help to
administer them. This year, they
have been working on the camps
for troops visiting London for the
Coronation. In emergency, they
are available to move strike-
bound meat or to sandbag
breaches in sea-walls,

In the Middle East, companies
of the Royal Pioneer Corps are
made up of men from the islands
of the Indian Ocean. They are
mostly Mauritians, but from time
to time a troopship from Mauri-
tius, where there is a depot, visits
the Seychelles Islands and the
island of Rodriguez. It brings with
it Pioneers whose service has ex-
pired, Pioneers on leave, and a
recruiting party. When it returns,
it carries the leave-men, and the
recruiting party, with new Rodri-
guais and Seychellois recruits.

The men are not Colonial troops
but part of the British Army —
and proud of it. Most of their
officers are British, The companies
are split between the Canal Zone,
Tripolitania and Cyrenaica and
devote much of their time to
guard duties. Their drill display,
at a Canal Zone tattoo, won lavish
praise, much quoted in the Corps,
from a senior Guards officer. The
companies muster artisans, such
as carpenters and plumbers, Mau-
ritians, Seychellois and Rodri-
guais, wearing the Royal Pioneer
Corps hadge, also work in Middle
East units of other Corps.

During the Canal Zone “troub-
les,” the islanders gave up their
guard duties to concentrate on
labour activities. In addition, the
Corps ran camps for loyal Egypt-
jan workers and other workers
imported into the Zone.

As a temporary measure, at the
same time, new pioneer compan-
ies were hurriedly recruited in
Kenya, where the war-time East

African Pioneer
Corps had been
dishanded. They
were sponsored
by the Royal
Pioneer Corps
which, as luck
would have it,
was able to
supply a num-
ber of officers
and NCO's direct
from the Mac-
KinnonRoad pro-
ject, then clos-
ing. These East
African compan-
ies are still do-
ing good work

in Egypt.
Elsewhere
overseas, small

Pioneer civil la-
bour units, con-
sisting of offi-
cers and NCO's
with a few civil-
ian clerks, orga-
nise civilian la-
bour forces. The
biggest civilian force is in Ger-
many, where every civilian em-
ployed by the Army, Royal Navy
and Royal Air Force, Control Com-
mission, the Canadians and, in
some cases, by the American
forces, is engaged through the
agency of the Royal Pioneer
Corps. The civilians include skill-
ed technicians, clerks, domestic

+ workers and NAAFI employees.

In Austria, Trieste, Malaya,
Hong-Kong and Korea, officers of
the Royal Pioneer Corps are re-
sponsible for recruiting and ad-
ministering civilian labour. In
places like Malta and Gibraltar,
where there are suitable govern-
ment labour organisations, this
work is not necessary.

The Royal Pioneer Corps has
no Territorial units, Its spare-tima

The Royal Pioneer Corps has a stately home for its Depot: Horsley

i

Hall, Gresford (near Wrexham). It has staged some fine parades there.

i 7

In the Middle East, recruits from islands in the Indian
Ocean—Mauritius, Seychelles, Rodriguez—serve in
the Royal Pioneer Corps. Here is a Mauritian soldier.

soldiers and its National Service-
men on part-time service join the
Army Emergency Reserve and
turn out for annual camp. Reserve
units include smoke companies,
successors to the war-time Pion-
eer Companies which screened
Liverpool, Birmingham, South-
ampton, Algiers, Bone, Bizerta,
the Normandy beaches and the
Rhine crossing.

Emergency Reservists are given
military training and instruction
in as many skilled tasks as pos-
sible, including mine-laying, road-
making and airfield construction.

The fountain of &ll Pioneer
activity is the Corps depot, near
Wrexham. It is in two parts, one
in a former militia camp and the
other at Horsley Hall, Gresford, a
former stately home, embattled
with Nissen huts.

“If anybody is rude to us, we
send him to see our Depot,” says
Brigadier Eve. The Depot recently
earned the unstinted praise of the
Chief of the Imperial General
Staff for its showing in a surprise
“Hedgehog" exercise, It can also
put on a smart ceremonial parade.

For ' passing-out parades, to
which relatives of National Ser-
vicemen are invited, the 20-odd
members of the veolunteer corps
of drums emerge, from offices,
stores and workshops. They play,
among other pieces, the Pioneer
March, written by a war-time
officer of the Corps, Captain
Norman Demuth, a well-known
composer and writer on musical
subjects.

The rifle association of the
Corps had its first team at Bisley
last year; a Depot rifle team was
fifth in the Army Rifle Associa-
tion Corps Shield, non-central (at
home) competition, and has done
well in Western Command shoots.

In the 1951-2 season, boxing
Pioneers reached the semi-final
of the Army team championship,
and the Corps has done well on
the football and hockey fields.
The Depot amateur dramatic
society has entered local drama
festivals and won four awards.

“The Royal Pioneer Corps is
small,’” says Brigadier Eve, "but
it will have a go at anything."

RICHARD ELLEY
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“Impersonating an officer, eh? What made
you think you could get away with it?”

| 3

““So that'’s what they call a flanking movement!”

Soldiee Humoue

“You men ought to look in the
mirror before you come out!”

}
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“And we can have some
little  junior NCO'.”

“So | said, ‘I don’t mind signing on f?.l:
twenty-two, provided | retain my rank. '




A Page from

the Past

The Army took its cycling serious-
ly in days gone by. Soldier-
riders performed some dashing
exploits in the first world war

HEN a Guardsman in the film

“They Were Not Divided" was put

on a charge for being “idle on a

bicycle,” most audiences laughed. Some
spectators, however, nodded approval.

The Guardsman in the film was slouched
on his saddle, had only one hand on the
handle-bars and wobbled. According to a
Guards regimental serjeant-major of SOL-
DIER's acquaintance, the proper way to ride
a military bicycle is sitting upright and with
both hands on the handle-bars. The rule is
that a rider shall not salute while his
machine is in motion.

If that rule had been introduced earlier it
might have saved much embarrassment to a
certain distinguished soldier who was also a
Royal Duke, Some time before World War One

23 ec OF L.) CYCLISE BN

{8 THE LONDON REGIMENT

HEADQUARTERS AT
Fulham House, Putney Bridge, S.W.

GOD SAVE THE KING

The recruiting poster which pulled them in.
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he was appointed colonel of a
new cyclist unit and, being
thorough about such things, de-
cided he must learn to cycle be-
fore attending his first parade.

On the big day .he set forth,
rather wobbly, from Government
House, Aldershot and on his way
passed an orderly cycling in the
opposite direction. The orderly
saluted and fell off. The Duke
tried to return the salute and fell
off on top of the orderly.

There were no Royal Dukes
and there was no ceremonial at
the first military parade of
cyclists at Canterbury in 1887.

This gathering was composed
of Regular and retired officers,
Volunteers (the Territorials of
those days) of all ranks and
civilian members of cycling clubs.
Those who had uniforms wore
them, adapted to cycling accord-
ing to their own ideas. Some
were armed to the teeth with
swords, rifles, bayonets, revolvers
and field glasses; others carried
nothing more lethal than a
spanner. After a few hours drill,
they set out on a reconnaissance
exercise.

It was so successful that within
a week one of the retired officers
asked the War Office for per-
mission to raise a unit of Volun-
teer cyclists, to be known as
Cyclist Guides, complete with
band. Five months later, the War
Office agreed on the understand-
ing that no public money was to
be forthcoming, at least for that
yvear. And there was to be no
band; Whitehall balked at the
idea of musicians pedalling, steer-
ing and playing at the same time.

The new unit was the 26th
Middlesex (Cyclist) Volunteer
Corps, which later became the
25th (County of London) Cyclist

Cyeclists in the Royal Tournament of 1909. One of the linked riders towing the gun has
been ‘wounded’; a reinforcement gallantly leaps into the saddle, jettisoning his own steed.

Battalion of the London Regiment.
This Battalion still appears in the
Army List, the only cyclist unit
to do so, but no members are
listed and a footnote says: “Con-
verted into a unit of the Royal
Corps of Signals.”

The first cyclist Volunteers
were divided into troops accord-
ing to their machines. "Ordinar-
ies” (penny-farthings) and “Safe-
ties" (the present kind) were in oné
troop, tricycles in the second and
tandems in the third. Mounting
an "Ordinary” with a rifle swing-
ing on one's back took skill.

Other kinds of cycles joined
the unit for its first manoeuvres
in 1888. There was a section on
“Clavigers,” safety bicycles work-
ed by a crank instead of a chain
and propelled by working one’s
feet up and down instead of in a
circle. There was also the “Flying
Sapper,” a Victoria tandem con-
sisting of six or eight pairs of
wheels coupled together and
carrying up to 16 men, trailing
a large box of engineering tools.
It broke down. So did the unit's
Maxim machine-gun mounting, a
multicycle ridden by two men.
Later, a Maxim mounted on a
motor-tricycle joined the unit.

The cyclists went from strength
to strength. By 1894 the original
unit was performing in the Royal
Military Tournament. Meanwhile,
Volunteer Infantry battalions
were including cyclists in their
establishments.

In 1903, Lieutenant A. H. Trap-
man published the first book on
tactics for cyclists. He was soon
followed by writers overseas, A
Frenchman advised cyclists, to de-
fend themselves against Cavalry
by forming a hollow square, turn-
ing their machines upside down
and spinning the front wheels to

The gun goes over the top ... This display was given

by the 25th (County of London) Cyclist Battalion.

frighten the horses. An American
suggested that cyclist scouts
should hide their machines under
haystacks or "in ponds of water,
preferably turgid.” At the War
Office a stafi officer demanded
that cyclist soldiers should all
have the same gear ratio on their
machines so that they would not
only be able to ride at the same
speed but to keep "in step” as
well. ;
In growing numbers, cyclist
Volunteers joined the Regular
Army on manoeuvres. In.IE_!OQ
they evolved a patrol consisting
of a motor-car towing four cyclists

{(one on each side and two cling-
ing to the rear). Two riders elud-
ing the enemy Cavalry on exer-
cises twice swam the Thames —
with their bicycles. i

In 1909, Sir Gerald du Maurier
staged a play in London showing
what would happen to Britain if
the Germans invaded. A cyclist
was prominently featured. so all
the advertising space in the pro-
gramme was bought up for
recruiting announcements.

They were tough, those early
cyclists. They were not worped
by “marches” of 70 to 100 miles
in a day, with rifles and full kit,

Trick stuff: this rider thrilled the crowd by picking up
a casualty without even dismounting.Try it some fime...

BICYCLE INTO BATTLE

Anything a horse-
man cando,acyclist
can do. Here a cas-
ualty is evacuated.

over roads prolific with punc-

tures. They were quite happy
to operate where there were
no roads.

Trained as they were, the
Territorial cyclists, to their chag-
rin, were not to take their
mac ines overseas in World War
One. Most of the cyclist units
were turned into Infantry, The
25th London Battalion went to
India, where its badge, incorporat-
ing a bicycle wheel, remains
carved in solid rock on the
North-West Frontier. Meanwhile
Yeomanry cyclist brigades were
formed to guard the coasts of
Britain.

In 1915, the 1/25th London Bat-
talion (the 25th had multiplied
with the coming of war) sent an
officer and two NCO's to Windsor
to train 250 men of the House-
hold Cavalry in cyclist drill and
general training. These men went
to France as the divisional cyclist
company of a Guards Division —
an assignment the Tern’_conal
cyclists would have appreciated.

In the early stages of the war,
divisions in France and Belgium
each had cyclist companies, some
of which, as in Britain, were
provided by Yeomanry units, In
1914, one such company came
unexpectedly on to the flank of
200 German Guard Schiitzen aqd
compelled them to lay down their
arms in five minutes.

Later, the divisional cye;list
companies were formed into
battalions of the Army Cyclist
Corps, and each army corps h;ul
a battalion of cyclists which, with
a regiment of Cavalry, formed
the corps mounted troops. The
official history of the France and
Flanders campaign has frequent
references to cyclists being rush-
ed to bolster up some part of the
line. There is special mention of
the 11th Cyclist Battalion which
operated in partnership with
1st King Edward’s Horse; on one
occasion, the two were almost
surrounded and lost half their
numbers, the cyclists coming out
of the engagement with a lieut-
enant in command.

It was in advances that the
cyclists came into their own,
pursuing the Germans and some-
times engaging German cyclist
rearguards, On Armistice Day, a
cyclist patrol arrived at a rail-
way station at the same time as
the news of the armistice, and
found a German officer and 20
men there. The corporal in charge
of the cyclists called on the
Germans to surrender, but they
refused and the corporal then
offered to fight them for the
station. The Germans withdrew.

The end of the war meant al-
most the end of Army cyeclists as
a body. In 1919 and 1920 the
cyclist units were dishanded.
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A MORAL IN
EVERY LINE

A warning shol fired in the
direction of a suspected
person at a depot abroad
set fire to a stack of stores,
The shot proved to have
been a tracer bullet and in-
vestigation showed that such
bullels had been mixed in
a box of loose ammunition.
When and by whom this
was done is not known.

2HIS curious little story

is told by Sir Frank
Tribe, the Comptroller

and Auditor General in his
report on how the Army
spent £486,439,648 14s 8d
inthe financial year 1951-52.

Sir Frank, as is his duty,
pokes about in some un-
wholesome corners. He pro-
bes fiddled imprests, faked
store books. Sometimes, he
records, the guilty men can-
not be found; but very often
they are caught -- and
punished. His report has a
moral in every line.

That tracer mishap cost the
Army £5435 worth of stores.
More expensive was the fire
which destroyed a building
and its contents worth £27,218,
The cause was the fusing of a
power cable, and disciplinary
action was taken against a
warrant officer who had made
a faulty joint in it.

Two non-commissioned offi-
cers were charged with theft
from an ordnance depot abroad;
one committed suicide, the
other was court-martialled and
found guilty, but his sentence
was not confirmed. The loss
to the Army: £4154.

Sometimes there was care-
lessness as well as dishonesty.,
Stores worth £1270 were stolen
from .a unit abroad “by per-
sons unknown ' An officer
who failed to make adequate
guard arrangements paid £10
towards the loss. A non-com-
missioned officer “considered
to have been negligent” had £4
stopped from his pay when
£795 worth of blankets were
stolen.

Some “losses" were losses
on paper only, thanks to in-
accurate stock-taking and ac-
counting, or because of in-
experience, inefficiency or the
impossibility of carrying out
the work properly in emer-
gency conditions.

Family allowance and pen-
sion totalling £800 were issued
to a woman whom a soldier
(since killed) had falsely de-
clared to be his wife. An officer
unwittingly contracted a biga-
mous marriage and obtained
£2172 in allowances and free
passages abroad costing £171,
to which he was not entitled.
The Army retrieved £197 from
his credits.
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“Thirty Shillings, Please”

This Kikuyu
drummer has
served with
British forces
since 1924,

i 1 el

said the Witch-Docfor

A bandmaster in Kenya had a little
problem which was solved in a time-hon-
oured way. He has other problems too

HE Kenya Government recently employed witch-doctors
to help combat Mau Mau influence, but the Kenya Band
of the King's African Rifles had found occasion to call in

a witch-doctor long before.

It happened when an oboe clarinet was missed. No amount
of investigation could find it, and it seemed that the bandsman
who had lost the instrument, a young Jaluo tribesman, would

have to pay for a replacement.

The other Jaluos in the band
asked permission for a mchawi
(witch-doctor) to be called in, and
Bandmaster J. E. Kinsman, who is
in charge of the band, agreed.
An old man duly turned up with
the tools of his trade — pieces of
horn, a strip of tree bark, a smooth
stone, herbs and other apparently
harmless odds and ends.

The bandsmen filed in to un-
dergo the witch-doctor's tests, one
of which was to slide the smooth
stone up and down the piece of
bark, while the witch-doctor made
chanting noises, The stone moved
for everybody, except one man.
Nobody could shift it while he
stood near, but when he stepped
away, the stone moved again.
This was the witch-doctor's
“evidence,” and as it turned out,
the man for whom the stone
would not move was one of the
only three who could have taken
the clarinet.

“I could hardly march the

witch-doctor, his stone and his
bark in front of the Officer Com-
manding, so there the matter
rested,” says Bandmaster Kins-
man. “However, all was well with
the Jaluos: their honour was
unsmirched. All was well with
the witch-doctor, too, and he
came up smartly and said, ‘Thirty
shillings, please.'"
. Bandmaster Kinsman, who en-
listed in the Duke of Cornwall's
Light Infantry as a bandboy in
1926, arrived in East Africa in
1946 and was in charge of a com-
bined band of East African Regi-
ments, which he conducted in
front of the Royal Family during
their South African tour in 1947,
Later that year the band was
divided. The Kenya band, which
was formed out of the split, is
shared by four battalions of the
King's African Rifles.

The band travels thousands of
miles over some of Kenya's worst
roads, arriving at its destinations

covered in red murram dust. It
has played in many places where
no bands have been heard before.
Its only overseas trip has been to
Mauritius, which it toured for
three months in 1948.

When there were troops at
MacKinnon Road, the band enter-
tained them regularly, on 14-day
visits which called for 50 pro-
grammes. So many soldiers finish-
ing their time in the Royal Pioneer
Corps asked for their regimental
marches that Bandmaster Kins-
man suggested they should con-
duct these themselves. The idea
was so popular that once it took
three hours to play through all the
requests. Now, whenever the band
visits officers’ or serjeants’ messes,
the members are invited to con-
duct their own regimental marches.

The band was not easy to build
up. Only two of its musicians were
playing before 1946: the African
bandmaster, Warrant Officer Class
One Inyasi and Band-Serjeant Al-
fred, In days well before Band-
master Kinsman's arrival, one
bandmaster used to teach his men
the value of notes by using coins.
The Africans have come a long
way since then, however, and
bandboys who enlist now are li-
terate. When Bandmaster Kinsman
arrived, training was carried out
in Swahili (he worked with a Swa-
hili book in his hand); now Swa-
hili is used only to make sure the
men understand the English ver-
sion. Italian musical terms cause
complications: con moto, meaning
that a piece should be played
with even motion, confuses the
bandsmen for whom the word
moto means “fire" in Swahili.

Would-be bandboys are persist-
ent. One, small and obviously
not much more than ten years old,
approached Bandmaster Kinsman
and claimed he was 12. He was
sent away, but returned the next
day and reported that his father
said he was 14. He was sent away
again. Less than a vyear later,
having grown considerably, he re-
turned with written support for a
claim that he was 16. He was in,
Few Africans know their ages,

and guesses have to be made for-

records.

Once a bandsman returned from
leave with his wife, family, bund-
les, saucepans, primus stove and
small bath. “"Bwana,” he said to
Bandmaster Kinsman, '"you are
my father and.I ask you to find
my family somewhere to live.”
And he left the family in the
Bandmaster's front garden until
the Bandmaster was able to ar-
range for them to move into an
African married quarter. — From
a report by Caplain Stanley F.
Long, Military Observer, East
Africa Command,

Bandmaster |.
E.Kinsman:his
band travels
prodigious dis- |
tances, — ar-
rives covered
with red dust.
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The age (they cried) is drained of pride,
The rose has lost its sheen . . .

Yet Knight and Captain out they ride
In tribute to a Queen,

The breastplates dazzle in the Mall,
A ringing day is this —

Of sacrament and carnival,
Of blazon and of bliss,

The trumpets blast (still unsurpassed
That sound!]. The guns reply.

The Regiments are marching past
That die — yet never die,

The great men tread the halls of God;
They come, each glittering lord,

With Orb and Sceptre, Staff and Rod,
With Standard and with Sword.

A thousand shining years are here,
A thousand years of State.

This day shall slay that craven fear —
The ‘‘fear of being great.”

May we, the heirs of chivalry,
Stand firm, beyond reproach!

Let pride be in our eyes, as we
Salute a golden coach!




A

LTHOUGH the Coronation is a religious ce-
remony, its ancient origins reflected more
the sovereign’s position as a military leader.

In pre-Christian Europe, a king was inaugurated
by being carried round on a shield, for his people to
see, and then handed a sword and a diadem (regal
headdress).

The crown itself was, in early English coronations, a helmet,
and both the sword with which the sovereign was girded, and the
spurs which touched his heels were military symbols.

An 11th century Coronation order, probably used for the
coronations of Harold and of William the Conqueror, includes
this passage: “Receive this sword, which is bestowed on thee
with the blessing of God, wherewith thou mayest have strength
by the power of the Holy Ghost to resist and cast out all thine

“With This Swoed ...”

enemies, and all the foes of the holy Church of God, and protect
the Kingdom committed fo this charge.”

The military symbols became later symbols of the King's
knightly functions as the champion of the defenceless. In the
modern ceremony, the sovereign is charged: “With this sword do
Justice, stop the growth of iniquity, protect the holy Church of
God, help and defend widows and orphans, restore the things
that are gone to decay, maintain the things that are restored,
punish and reform what is amiss and confirm what is in good
order.”

Following the precedent of Queen Victoria, Queen Elizabeth
will not be girded with the sword, as male sovereigns customarily
are. She will go alone to the altar and offer it to the service of
God. The gold spurs were not touched on the heels of Queen
Victoria, as in the case of a male sovereign; she touched them
with her hand.

The Lord High
Constable

IELD-MARSHAL Viscount Alanbrooke is Lord
High Constable of England for the Coronation.

The Lord High Constable is one of the Great §
Officers of State, and formerly commanded all the’
forces of the Crown. The 800-year-old office is
now merged with the Crown and revived only
for the day of a Coronation.

By virtue of this appointment, Lord Alanbrooke
will be in command of all Servicemen on duty in
London on Coronation Day—a total of 29,200
marching in procession or lining the streets, and
6700 reserve and administration troops.

Field-Marshal the Earl of Cavan held the
appointment at the 1937 Coronation and command-
ed 2953 officers and 35,565 men. The two pre-
vious holders, Field-Marshal Lord Kitchener in
1911, and General His Royal Highness the Duke of
Connaught in 1902, each had more than 60,000
officers and men under command.

The Duke of Wellington attended three Corona-
tions as Lord High Constable —those of George
IV, William IV and Queen Victoria.
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Field-Marshal Viscount Montgomery of
Alamein will carry the Royal Standard.

Maj-Gen. ]. A. Gascoigne,
commanding London Dis-
trict, will ride in front
of the Queen's coach.

Famous Soldiers on Duty

A

Capt. J. L. M. Dymoke, Royal
Lincolnshire Regt., heredit-
ary Queen’s Champion, car-
ries the Union Standard.

Field-Marshal Earl
Alexander of Tunis,
Minister of Defence,
will carry the Orb.




Lord de L'Isle and Dudley, Air Mi-
nister, who won the Victoria Cross
in ltaly as a Guards officer, will
carry the Standard of Ireland.

Colonel B. J. O. Burrows, Inspect-
or of Trooping, War Office, will
lead the Queen’s procession to the
Abbey and the return procession.

y

Maj-Gen. R. G. Feilden, gener-
al manager of NAAFI, Chief
Gold Staff officer in command
of the 400 ushers in the Abbey.

Colonel W. A. G. Burns, Lieut-
enant-Colonel commanding the
Coldstream Guards, will be
chief marshal of the processions.

In 1937, a captain in the
Life Guards and Silver
Stick Adjutant. Now, Brig-
adier Antony Head, Secre-
tary of State for War.

Then, a major in the Loyal

Regiment. Now, General
Sir Gerald Templer, High
Commissioner in Malaya.

On Duty
Last Time

In 1937, staff-captain to
the Yeomanry detachment.
Now, General Sir Charles
Keighﬂey, C-in-C, Far East.

Then, acaptain in the Hl;gh- Then, acaptainin the Royal
land Light Infantry and @ Horse Guards and o mar-
marshalling officer. Now, shal. Now, Major-General
Major-Gen. R. E. Urquhart, R. E. Laycock, former chief
commanding in Austria. of Combined Operations.

major

-

a Gunner

Then, a lieut-colonel of the
among the marshals. Now, Royal Ulster Rifles. Now,

Then,

L#-Gen. Sir CameronNichol- General SirJames Steele, a
son,newC-in-CMiddle East. former Adjutant-General.
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including the Army Council, field-
marshals and commanders-in-chief
of home commands.

The mounted band of the Royal
Horse Guards and two divisions
of the Sovereign's escort of the
Household Cavalry come next,
followed by Major-General J. A.
Gascoigne, the London District
commander and deputy comman-
der of the troops on Coronation
parade. General Gascoigne rides
with the Commissioner of Police
of the Metropolis, Sir Harold
Scott, immediately in front of the
Queen’s coach,

Immediately behind the coach
rides Field - Marshal Viscount
Alanbrooke, with staff officers.

The Duke of Gloucester and
Earl Mountbatten follow, with
another group of mounted offi-
cers, and the rear is brought up
by the third and fourth divisions
of the Sovereign's escort of
Household Cavalry.

Outside Westminster Abbey, a

‘triple guard of honour of the

three Services will await the
Queen. The Army’'s contribution
will be found by the 1st Battalion,
Scots Guards. Three officers and
50 men of the Queen’s Company,
Grenadier Guards, with the
Queen’'s Company Colour, will be
on duty in the Abbey. So will
20 trumpeters of the Royal Mili-
tary School of Music who will
sound fanfares during the service.

For the crowds in the streets,
the major spectacle of the day
will be the return procession
to Buckingham Palace.

Colonel Burrows will again
lead, followed by four Household
Cavalry troopers. Behind will
come the first group of bands,
then the Colonial and Common-
wealth contingents, followed by
the Royal Air Force.

All representatives will march
inreverse order of seniority,so that
the junior corps and regiments
lead and the senior will be nearer
the Royal coach. The Home Guard
and University Training Corps
will come first, then the Royal Mi-
litary Academy, Sandhurst, the
officer-cadet schools, the Honour-
able Artillery Company, the Wo-

Field-Marshal Viscount Alan-
brooke's orders for Coronation
Day include these points: —

ROOPS lining the route will

. prevent crowds from break-
ing through on to the route if
the police cordon is broken.
They will help the police to
restore the cordon but will not
pursue people who do break
through the line.

“Fainting is very catching,”
warn the orders, * and platoon
commanders must keep a con-
stant watch on their men.” Any
man showing signs of distress
while awaiting the processions
is to have his head held down
between his knees until he has
recovered. Anyone who faints
while the processions are pass-
ing will be looked after by
medical staff. There will be 25
medical aid posts on the route
and two veterinary posts.

IF THE CORDON BREAKS

men's Royal Army Corps (Regular
and Territorial), Queen Alexan-
dra's Royal Army Nursing Corps
(Regular and Territorial), the spe-
cialist corps and services (Regu-
lar, Territorial and Army Emer-
gency Reserve), the Territorial
Infantry battalions and the Bri-
gade of Gurkhas.

Next come the men of the 75
Regular Infantry battalions, then
those of the Royal Corps of Sig-
nals. The Yeomanry will lead the
Royal Armoured Corps contin-
gent, followed by the Regular re-
giments, then the Royal Horse Ar-
tillery and the dismounted Royal
Horse Guards and Life Guards.

The Royal Navy contingent
follows the Army, and then comes
the Queen’s procession, as it
went to the Abbey.

On the route to the Abbey, the
Brigade of Guards will line the
Mall from Buckingham Palace to
the approach road to the Horse
Guards, and officer-cadets from
Sandhurst will line part of Par-
liament Square. Regular, Territor-
ial and Army Emergency Reserve
troops will line long sections of
the return route. Each Territorial
Army battalion Queen's Colour
will be with its street-lining de-
tachment. The Army will provide
12 of the 20 bands stationed
along the route. They will all
play the National Anthem as the
Queen’'s coach passes, and com-
pliments to other personages en-
titled to them.

In narrow streets, it may be
necessary to lower Colours at
an angle instead of to the front,
as compliments are paid.

The Chief Signals Officer, Lon-
don District, Lieutenant-Colonel
C. H. Stoneley, will be stationed
in Westminster Abbey. As the
Queen is crowned — Z-hour —
he will give the word “Fire*
over a special telephone system,
and another Signals officer will
relay it over a wireless network.
In Hyde Park, at the Tower of
London and in Windsor Great
Park, Signals officers will drop
flags, and Gunners of 23 Field
Regiment, Royal Artillery, the
Honourable Artillery Company
and 345 Medium Regiment, Berk-
shire Yeomanry, will begin to
fire salutes of 41,62 and 41 guns
respectively. Troops on the route
will be called to attention for
the duration of the salute, about
seven minutes.




HOW THE ARMY PLANNED

Tl 1A

HE Army began its Coro-
nation preparations last
year with the experience
of past Coronations as guide.

The officers in charge of
Coronation arrangements in
1902, 1911, and 1937 had be-
queathed long and detailed
reports on their work (though
none so imposing as the 412-
page report on the Coronation
Durbar at Delhi in 1911).

These reports showed that the
War Office established a special
Coronation committee in 1911,
but not in 1937. The London
District commander of 1937 com-
plained that much time was
wasted by War Office branches
working independently.

The War Office heeded this
complaint, and in May 1952 a
special Coronation branch of the
War Office was set up: A.G. 4
(Coronation). It was headed by
Lieutenant-colonel V. A, P. Budge
and Major H. C. Hanbury MC,
both of the Grenadier Guards, and
Major R. W. T. Britten MC, Royal
Engineers, working under the Di-
rector of Personal Services, Ma-
jor-General M. B, Dowse. At the
same time, the Staff of London
District Headquarters also got
down to details. The Army was
working closely with the Earl
Marshal's office, the Metropolitan
Police and the other Services. By
November, the first rehearsal of
the Coronation procession was
held.

From the record of 1937, the
planners of A.G. 4 (Coronation)
were able to see that they might
be facing problems like these:

Replacing Territorials’ sand-
blasted bayonets with polished
bayonets to match those of the

Regulars;

obtaining concession rates on
the railways for wvisiting Do-
minion and Colonial troops;

working out a special rate of
ration allowance for nine West

Indian and African senior

NCO's;

negotiating special rates of
pay for cooks in Coronation
camps;

providing 88 heating stoves
for Coronation camps when the
weather turned cold at the last
moment.

The big tasks, of course came
first. Not much could be done
until the size of the Army re-
presentation at the Coronation
had been calculated. Then came
the process of working out the
size of the representation of units
and corps. This was complicated
by claims from some units that
they should have special repre-
sentation on traditional grounds.
A committee was set up to con-
sider their claims.

With the broad plan settled,
the problems of putting it into
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A problem for planners: traffic islands. This piciure shows that
the ones in Oxford Street did not spoil the Guards’ dressing in 1937.

practice came thick and fast.
Detachments of men had to be
moved to Britain from all over
the world and from all over Bri-
tain towards London. Concentra-
tion areas were arranged in the
Home Commands and great camps
in London.

The issue of Number One Dress
to Coronation troops had to be
speeded up. Men in the Territorial
Army and Army Emergency Re-
serve wanted to know whether
Coronation duties counted as

part of their training liability .

(those on duty eight days or more
may count the period as annual
camp to qualify for a bounty).
Horses had to be found for 70
senior officers and trained at the
Royal Army Veterinary Corps
depot at Melton Mowbray and in
London (some were borrowed

from police forces). Seating in
Westminster Abbey for senior
officers had to be arranged.

A total of 60 Army officers had
to be found to act as marshals to
the procession, along with officers
of the Royal Navy and Royal Air
Force. A Royal Corps of Signals
wireless and telephone net was
established, for the control of the
procession. Stewards were found
for the Army's own stands on the
Coronation route. Receptions for
visiting Commonwealth and Co-
lonial troops were arranged.
Hundreds of reserve, administra-
tive and traffic control troops
were provided and briefed.

An example of the care to en-
sure that nothing shall go amiss
is a circular issued to bands from
the War Office. The circular was
prepared by Major G.E. Shelley,

For more than a year, a special branch of the War Office
has been working on the Army’s part in the Coronation

a retired officer of the Grenadier
Guards who wasresponsible for Ar-
my band Coronation arrangements
in 1937. The circular lays down
the strength of the various bands
in the procession and along the
route and suggests their instru-
mentation. It details the placing
of the bands in the procession
and of the stationary bands and
how long they will play. For the
bands in the procession, “only
standard marches will be played
and care will be taken that those
with word or song accompani-
ment are omitted. Marches with
a marked foreign connection will
not be played.” For the static
bands, a list of suggested pieces,
ranging from marches to musical
comedy, is provided, and exact
instructions as to when the Na-
tional Anthem is to be played.
The 30 trumpeters from Kneller
Hall, who will sound fanfares for
personages in the processions to
the Abbey, are instructed to finish
them when the leading horses of
the carriage are 50 yards away,
lo avoid frightening the animals.

Musical preparations also in-
cluded rehearsing Scottish, Irish,
Gurkha and Pakistan pipers to-
gether in Edinburgh.

Much detail of another kind
has been arranged by the Army
Catering Corps officers of Lon-
don District. To their normal
strength of 200 officers and men,
564 have been added from all
over Britain for the Coronation
period. Contractors and NAAFI
have been engaged to cook for
officers in the three big London
camps, and for one serjeants’
mess. Cooking equipment has
been hired from the Ministry of
Works, and the Army Catering
Corps cooks will feed all the
soldiers camped in London, ex-
cept a few from overseas who
provide their own cooks for re-
ligious reasons. In addition, the
Army Catering Corps cooks for
2000 civilian policemen who
move into Woolwich when the
Colonial troops move up to Ken-
sington Gardens. Hundreds of
Gunners are acting as waiters
and “general duty” staff in the
dining-rooms and cookhouses at
Olympia, Earl's Court and Ken-
sington Gardens. NAAFI is oper-
ating six acres of tented canteens
in Kensington Gardens camp and
will pack 33,000 haversack lunch-
es for Coronation Day.

Nothing which could possibly
be planned has been left to
chance. Like General Eisenhower's
staff on D-Day — nine years ago
almost to the day — the Coro-
nation Day staff will be watching
the meteorological reports. Rain
will not stop the Coronation, but
on those reports will depend
whether 30,000-odd waterproof
capes stay in reserve or go into
action.
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AS It WEIS In 1838 Colours are lowered before the young Queen Victoria as she rides to Westminster Abbey to be crowned. This was

the first of the modern Coronations, at which the British Army turned out in strength
Reproduction by courtesy of the Parker Gallery
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This old print shows the entire route of the Coronation procession
of King George IV (1821). A serpentine “‘boardwalk’’ was laid from

Westminster Abbey to Westminster Hall, and lined by troops. The
Sovereign walked from Hall to Abbey for the ceremony, then re-

turned the same way fo attend a banquet. The next monarch, King

HE congregation at the

coronation of William

the Conqueror, when
asked, "“Will ye have this
prince to be your king?" ans-
wered with such enthusiasm
that a nearby Norman gar-
rison, thinking the English
were rising in revolt, set fire
to several houses.

* - %

HARLES II made a spec-

tacular progress to West-
minster the day before his
coronation, in 1661.

From Temple Bar to White-
hall, the streets were guarded
“with the two Foote Regi-
ments of the Duke of Albe-
marle and of his Majestie” —
now the Coldstream and Gre-
nadier Guards. Tower Hill was
guarded by the "Regiment of
the Hamletts."

The Duke of Albemarle himself
— the redoubtable General Monck
of the Civil War — led a spare
horse of State behind the King, a
duty which was described thus by
Samuel Pepys: “My Lord Monck
rode bare after the King, and led
in his hand a spare horse as being
Master of the Horse."”

The Cavalry in the procession
made a brave show. The King's
Horse Guards were “all well
mounted, having Buff Coates with
white Armour, their Horses fur-
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William 1Y, dispensed with both ““boardwalk’’ and banquet. However,
he drove ceremonially with his Queen to the Abbey, giving London
a modest glimpse of the pageantry which was to attend lafer Coro-
nations. It was the Coronation of Queen Victoria, in 1838, which
first brought out big numbers of troops in all their splendour.

Troops Belaboured the Crowd

Early Coronations did not always go
according to plan —and not everybody
dressed as a soldier was a soldier

nished with Hooses (being a short
Footcloth) with red Scarfes and
Plumes of Red and white Feathers,
Commanded by the Gallant Lord
Charles Gerard of Brandon."

Among other troops were the
Duke of York's Horse Guards,
“all haveing black Armour, Red
white and black Feathers and Red
Scarfes, with Belts of his High-
nesse Livery."”

Luckily for all this finery,
especially the feathers, the chro-
nicler was able torecord, ‘the Sunn
shined gloriously all that day."

% o *
OLDIERS, Horse and Foot, be-
laboured the heads of the

crowd at George IV's coronation
with broad-swords, muskets and
bayonets. They took bribes to
allow people through the line of
horses to approach the platform,
then officiously turned them back
again. Even ticket-holders could
not reach their places without
tipping a guard to clear a way
through the crowd.

For this coronation men of the
Honourable Artillery Company
paraded at midnight and were
under arms until eight o'clock in
the evening. It was George IV's
acceptance of their offer to take
part which established the pre-
cedent on which the Company has
based its claims to take part in
subsequent coronations.

Spectators complained that the
soldiers lining the route were an
encroachment on their view, They
were surprised to see officers
“familiarly conversing" and walk-
ing arm in arm with the men until
someone revealed that the "sol-
diers” were really gentlemen
who had put on uniform to obtain
a good place.

Soldiers presented arms to
Queen Caroline, George IV's di-
vorced wife, as she drove to the
Abbey, but a door-keeper turned
her away in humiliation.

* % &

N old print shows Army offic-

ers — or persons dressed as
Army officers — scrambling for
Coronation medals on the floor of
Westminster Abbey while Wil-
liam IV was being crowned, The
medals, allegedly, had been scat-
tered there by the Treasurer of
His Majesty's Household.

% 3 *
THOUT seeking to do so,
the Duke of Wellington

stole the show at the coronation
of Queen Victoria. The Times said:

“There was no comparison be-
tween the plaudits lavished on
the ‘illustrious’ Duke and those
which any other person could
elicit from the surrounding spec-
tators. The Queen was in some
measure on her trial. The Duke of

Wellington needs not any human
ordeal to establish him as the
rightful owner of the national
confidence and esteem.”

Marshal Soult, one of Napoleon's
commanders and an opponent
of Wellington in the Peninsula,
attended this coronation and was
well cheered.

b R

N South Africa, blockhouses

which a few months before had
been on active service against the

*

Boers, were decorated for the
coronation of Edward VII in 1902.
¥onog %

HEN King George V and

Queen Mary appeared on
the balcony at Buckingham Palace
after their coronation in 1911,
“the troops around the Palace,
regardless of discipline, joined in
the cheering.”

* *

*
N influenza epidemic in York-
shire in January 1937 held up

production of materials for blue
uniforms needed by troops taking
part in King George VI's corona-
tion procession. As a result, some
were fitted at the last minute,
but every man got his suit. The
suit was an experimental walk-
ing-out dress, and men who
received it were allowed to keep
it. A surplus was sold to others
at reduced prices.

Heavy rain spoiled many full-
dress uniforms. As the order had
been to parade “uncloaked,” com-
pensation was paid for damage.



At Windsor Castle, Household

car skins and Plumes Troops parade bafors The 8

oo it B SRR
] 4 [ - e

-
AR A o

e . LR L T Rl i R T R e T s W i ie S P e il AR S T e S iy e T S e O L T



Early sunlight in Hyde Park picks out highlights on men and horses alike. Below: Horses
which will be mounted by generals in the Coronation Procession are exercised in the park.



From the World Over |tiE MEDAL

S SOLDIER went to press, Servicemen from
the Commonwealth and Colonies were
arriving in Britain for the Coronation.

When the build-up is complete, these forces
will total about 2500 soldiers, sailors, airmen
and policemen. Officers from Commonwealth
and Colonial contingents will ride in the
Queen’s mounted escort, and a Canadian Army
band and Pakistani pipers will be in the proces-
sion. There will also be Commonwealth troops
lining the streets.

From the Canadian Army will come veterans of
Korea and a group representing 27 Canadian Infantry
Brigade in Germany. General H. D. G. Crerar will
ride in the procession as an Honorary Aide-de-Camp
General to the Queen,

The Army section of the Australian contingent
will include four holders of the Victoria Cross. New
Zealand's contingent will have Maori troops and men
from Korea.

The South African contingeat will represent the
Permanent Force, the Active Citizen Force, the Rifle
Commandos and former members of the Union De- {
fence Force. Southern Rhodesia and Ceylon will also Among the first overseas arrivals for the Coro-
be on parade. nation were the Gurkhas and the Pakistan contin-

Commonwealth troops were scheduled to mount gent. Their pipers went to Edinburgh to prac-
guard at Buckingham Palace during May and June. tise with Scofs pipers. Above: a Gurkha piper.

From the Colonies come 82 Army officers with PBalow: a maanificent! i i
306 men. Biggest single party is from the Royal West PRl Iodieied ek,

African Frontier Force — 35 officers and 107 men from
Nigeria, the Gold Coast, Sierra Leone and Gambia.

Next biggest is the King's African Rifles party,
from Kenya, Uganda, Tanganyika and Nyasaland;
others will have come from Malaya.

Most of the other detachments are small, as are
the forces they represent. The Barbados Regiment
and the British Honduras Volunteer Guard send one
officer and three men; the Leeward Islands Defence
Force one officer and two men; and the Falkland
Islands Defence Force three men without an officer.

Colours will be carried by the Royal West African
Frontier Force, the King's African Rifles and the
Malay Regiment.

The visitors' entertainment is in the hands of the
British Empire Service League, which administers
the Overseas Troops Entertainment Fund.

The men will visit seaside resorts, a patent food
factory and a car factory, a model farm, a Test
match, Windsor Castle, Hampton Court, Blenheim
Palace and other famous buildings, the Port of Lon-
don, dance halls, race-meetings, special displays by
the Magic Circle, the Nuffield Centre, an ice-show,
the Spithead Review, the Trooping the Colour re-
hearsal and entertainments by British units.

THE silver Coronation Medal will
be issued as a personal souvenir
from the Queen to “persons in the
Crown Services and others.” Those
selected will receive it as soon as
possible after the Coronation.

The Medal, one-and-a-quarter
inches in diameter, will bear the
Queen's afﬁg'x on the front and on
the reverse the Royal Cypher and
the words “Queen Elizabeth I,
Crowned 2nd June, 1953."

It will be worn after war medals,
Jubilee and previous Coronation
medals, but before Efficiency and
Long Service awards.

Why the cheer? These are officers and men from the Far East arriving in Britain
for Coronation duty. On this ship were men from Korea, Hong-Kong and Malaya.
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IT'S A DIFFERENT ARMY TODAY

Here’s a list which shows a few of the differences between
the Army as it was at the last Coronation and as it is today.
Not every old soldier will agree that every change is for
the better... but on the whole it seems to have improved!

* HE did not wear collar and tie

was not issued with pyjamas or sheets
had to wear a solar topee in hot climates

He spent much time strugg-
ling with puttees
drew basic pay of 2s a
day il
drew minimum pension
(after 21 years) of 18s
414d a week, but no ter-
minal grant
could not enlist as a
married man

He had to wait until he was 26 to receive marriage

allowance—and then only 7s a week
did not qualify for married quarters until he was 26

had to join for at least five years with the Colours,
with seven years Reserve obligation

could extend fo 12 years with the Colours only if
there was a vacancy

had to serve a minimum of six years overseas
was obliged to attend church parades
could be awarded pack drill as a punishment

could not appeal to a civil court from a court-martial
decision

received no training in current affairs

was at the mercy of unii-trained cooks, often had
monotonous food

peeled his own potatoes
was X-rayed only after he became ill
He had no NAAFI club

to visit if stationed in
WELCOME JOHNNY !
TO THE
] ORIENTAL | |

a big garrison
CABARET

had no Army-orgq-
nised supply of films
to follow him every-

where. :
had to find “live”
entertainment as best
he could

He was the "forgoﬂen man’’ of broadcasting

saw home newspapers (if overseas) weeks late, or not
at all ; ‘

had no Army magazine

found no Army-sponsored bookshops overseas

took part in few sports other than boxing, footbalil,
rugby, crickef and athletics

could not take an Army correspondence course

had small chance of being visited by a near relafive,
if taken dangerously ill at a distant station, or being
rushed home to a near relative dangerously ill

often trained unrealistically, with dummy equipment,
knocking off at the end of the day, no matter what
the state of the manoeuvyres. :

had a slender chance of being commissioned from

the ranks

never saw a girl in uniform

HE wears collar and tie

P

.

is issued with pyjamas and sheets

wears his ordinary cap in hot climates—and is none
the worse :

wears easily-fitted anklets
draws basic pay of 7s a day

draws minimum pension (after 22 years) of £1 6s 4d,
plus £100 terminal grant

can enlist though married

can draw marriage allowance at 18—at the rate of
42s a week

can qualify for married quarters at 22 (though he may
have a long wait)

can join for three years, with only four years Reserve
obligation

can join for 22 years with the option of leaving after

 three years

serves an overseas tour of three years

attends church voluntarily after his recruit training
cannot be awarded pack drill

can appeal o a civil court

attends frequent current affairs sessions
has the benefit of Corps-irained cooks, more varied

- meals, and the cafeteria system of serving

(if lucky) has his potatoes peeled by civilians

is now X-rayed as a recruit

finds NAAFI clubs in many garrisons; also the Nuf-
field Centre in London, and families’ clubs where he
may stay with his family

has films brought to him by the Army Kinema Corpo-
ration ;

has “live” shows brought fo him, periodically, by
Combined Services Entertainment

is linked with home, in most stations, by Army broad-
casting, which often provides special programmes
for him

has daily newspapers flown to him in many overseas
commands, or Sunday newspapers in more distant
commands

has SOLDIER

finds Service bookshops in many garrisons

can take part in ski-ing, cycling, gliding, yachting and
motor-cycling

can take such courses in almost any subject

can have a near relative flown out to him if danger-
ously ill; or can be flown
home to a dangerously ill
near relative if his presence
is likely to help the patient
trains, day and night, some-
times for a week at a time,
with real weapons and
equipment and is better
prepared for the ‘real thing’
has as good a chance as any-
body if he has the qualifi-
cations (all officers serve
in the ranks) 1

may find feminine glamour -
in his unit, : e




HY didn‘t we make
our own film about the
Desert Rats?

It's a fair question, and there
does not seem to be a good
answer to it.

The Americans have done the
job for us, and they have done
it well. Those who feared to find
a screen Tobruk being defended
by a flamboyant "Flynnforce'
need not have worried.

It is the Australians who find
themselves in the limelight. Some
would have preferred a little
more attention to be devoted to
the British, Polish and Indian
units which also withstood the
nine-months siege by the Ger-
mans and Italians. But the 9th
Australian Division, still raw,
found the bulk of the garrison
for the first half of the siege and
well earned a celluloid tribute.
And after all, the film does not
set out to be a documentary —
though it does contain shots
taken by British Army frontline
cameramen during the campaign.

For the rest of the out-door
shots, the makers found a piece
of American desert which was so
like that of Cyrenaica that a
distinguished general who fought
with Eighth Army is alleged to
have said he thought he recog-
nised certain features. A scene in
which German tanks advance
through a sandstorm is well done.

Richard Burton is the star. He
plays a taut, experienced British
Infantry officer who is given a
command of almost untrained
Australians — no job for a weak-
ling. As is well known, Australian
discipline differs from British, and
American discipline differs from
both. So the film makers took on
quite a problem there.., Anyway
Richard Burton knocks his men
into shape, though they think him
uncommonly callous when he tears
strips off them for gathering sen-
timentally round a wounded "cob-
ber," in defiance of the order to
string themselves out.

Not for the first time Robert
Newton appears as a drunken
private, and a cowardly one to
boot. Before the war, this coward
was the officer's housemaster, so
the rigid disciplinarian has to
fight down a temptation to say
"sir” to the company scallywag.

Chips Ratferty is thoroughly at
home as an Australian serjeant
and so is James Mason as Rom-
mel (his second appearance in the
role), In 1942, when the Rommel
legend was at its most dangerous,
Eighth Army was reminded that
Rommel was the man who failed
to take Tobruk. “The Desert Rats"
is another reminder. Tobruk was
Rommel's first defeat,

The title of the film may set
off a controversy among desert
veterans. Who were the original
Desert Rats? The claim of the 9th
Australian Division is based on
the taunts of “Lord Haw-Haw"
that they were caught in Tobruk
like rats in a trap. But from very
early days anyone who served
in the Western Desert was proud
to answer to the name. The Sev-
enth Armoured Division, which
was in the desert before there was
a battle, adopted for its flash ihe
jerboa, or desert rat, which had
no especial asseciations with To-
bruk. Where did the name begin?

Tobruk is relieved
~— and so arethey.

o

THE RATS OF TOBRUK

A new film about the war in the Western Desert pays tribute
to the Australians in Tobruk. This was Rommel’s first defeat

ARG

The captain (Richard Burfon) and the serjeant (Chips Rafferty).
Below: The defenders of Tobruk as they really were: a 1941 picture.
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HERE THEY HELD
D-DAY REHEARSAL

There is a stretch of sand in Devon
which was stormed in force by

Americans on New Year’s Day, 1944
( Post-war pictures by W. J. STIRLING)

A block-house under broken HELL-torn twentieth-cen-
trees. Metal splinters in the tim- tury battlefields are few
ber prevent it being sawn up. and far between in Britain,

The best-known of them is the

Left: Rusty fangs on a blood- region around the Wiltshire

less . invasion beach. They

have now been cleared away. village of Imber, which is still
i in use by the School of In-

Below: Holiday-makers on fantry. ;

Slapton Sands now have other On the South Devon coast,

things fo occupy them. Thebay  however, there is a stretch of
has fulfilled its role in history. beach which deserves equal
place with Imber in the his-
tory of World War Two, It is
Slapton Sands, between Start
Point and Dartmouth. Here
American. soldiers, backed by
British, Canadian and Ameri-
can warships, practised the
landings they were to make
in Normandy:.

Slapton Sands had previously
staked their claim to fame in a
more romantic way. On the land-
ward side is a stretch of fresh
water, known as Slapton Ley, for
which, according to the guide-
books, there is no known natural
explanation, Only a narrow strip
of sand, on which runs a road,
separates the Ley from the sea.
It is said that Slapton Ley is the
lake referred to in ‘the legend of
King Arthur. From its waters
supposedly emerged a hand bear-
ing the famous sword, Excalibur.
No other stretch of water (so it is
claimed) answers the description
given in the legend.

It was no legend, however,
which brought the Americans to
Slapton. The beach was like a
Normandy beach; the country
behind, known as the South Hams,
was similar to the bocage coun-
try in which they would be fight-
ing after the landing.




From this area, 3500 men,
women and children moved out
at the end of 1943, Their homes
in the wvillages of Blackawton,
Chillington, East Allington, Slap-
ton, Stokenham, Strete and
Torcross, and on the outlying
farms, were deserted, More than
25 square miles of rich soil were
left fallow. On New Year's Day,
1944, the first “assault” went in
across the six-mile. stretch of
beach and cliffs.

By August of that year—with
the real invasion well under way
~—London Civil Defence work-
ers went into the area to re-
pair homes. The first residents

allowed to return were the farm-
ers; the rest trickled back as
their homes were made habit-
able.

There are still souvenirs of-the
assaults on the area. Splinter-
pocked concrete block-houses are
decaying under blasted trees. A
few ruins indicate where a hotel
used to be. A manor house, shell-
wrecked, stands derelict near the
sea.

Mostly, however, the South
Hams are back to normal. Slapton
Church, which was damaged by
naval shells, is fully restored.
The Church House Inn at Stoken-
ham, which had a direct hit from

Left: Slapton Church, photographed shortly after it
was damaged by naval shells. It is now repaired.
Above and right: The monument set up by the
Americans to the villagers who gave up their homes.

a naval shell, is as good as new.
In Slapton village occasional tell-
tale patches of recent-looking
masonry show where cottages
were damaged. At Strete there is
a new women's institute to re-
place the one which stood near
the centre of the assault area,
and was burned down.

" By the centre of Slapton Sands,
the American Army has erected
a memorial to "the people of the
South Hams who generously left
their homes and their lands" to
provide a battle-practice area
for the Normandy assault. In the
history of war memorials it oc-
cupies a unique place.

Where “all day long the noise
of battle rolled.” The Ley —
whence Excalibur is said to have
arisen — is seen on right of pic-
ture, separated from the sea by
the spit on which houses stand.




‘The victors and the spoils.
The Army Cup was made
- in 1838, replica of an an-
cient vase, and purchas-
ed with unit subscriptions,

Left: The Adjutant-General,
General Sir John Crocker,
meets  Lance-Corporal A.
Quixall ofthe Signals team.

Below: Lance-Cpl.]. Spiers,
the Signals goalkeeper, is
airborne.  Lance-Cpl." F:
Rutter (3) and Lance-Cpl. J..
Cameron (2) cover the goal.
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SIGNALS LIFT
THE CUP

There was a record entry for this year’s
Army Football Cup competition. Once
again the trophy went to Catterick

OR the first time, the
Royal Corps of Signals
have won the Army Cup.

Last year, 7 Training Regi-
ment, Royal Signals, from Cat-
terick, made the Corps' first
appearance in the final, to be
beaten two-one by their Cat-
terick neighbours, 67 Training
Regiment, Royal Armoured
Corps.

This year, 7 Training Regiment
were back at Aldershot again,
facing 28 Battalion, Royal Army
Ordnance Corps, from Bramley,
and won by three goals to two.
Prospects had seemed good for
the Ordnance team: in the seven
matches leading to the final, they
had scored 49 goals and conceded
only six, while the Signals team
(who had one walk-over) had
scored 24 and had 13 scored
against them,

It was no cake-walk for
the Signals. Lance-Corporal A.
Quixall, the Sheffield Wednesday
star, opened the scoring after
20 minutes with an accurate free-
kick which would have bheen
easy enough to clear if Lance-
Corporal R. P. Brewer, in the
Ordnance goal, had not been
dazzled by the sun. Five minutes
later Lance-Corporal C. Barker,
the Middlesborough amateur in-
side-right, beat Brewer again with
a terrific shot.

Before half-time, Private V. A.
W. Keeble (Newcastle United), at
centre-forward, sent one in for
the Ordnance, With a quarter of
an hour to go in the second half,
Barker made the most of a weak
clearance to put the Signals
further ahead. The Ordnance team
rallied, and follow-
ing a free kick,



SAVINGS ON FURs

low we show prices pai
paid b
| People of Great Britain ang thg
| advantages obtaineq by visitors
and services personnel from Oyerseas

€
§

Some Eamples

MINK-DYED MARMOT s 1165 £85
BEAVER LAMB conrs £50 £38
CANADIAN SQUIRREL cours £365 £185
NAT. MUSQUASH cours £165€85
SILVER FOX capgs 49427

MOLESKIN mooer coars 89 £39

SWears)

AND
FURS BOUGHT BY AMERICAN
VISITORS AT £100 OR LESS
ARE ADMITTED DUTY

wells...
FREE INTO AMERICA.

T.W.)x50(240 OXFORD, ST W.I

POST ORDERS
ACCEPTED

374 OXFORD S

OPPOSITE BOND ST. S

marry me ?
SUCH A MOMENT must be

marked forever by a filting
and enduring symbol, A !
. Walker ring embodies the essence
4 of beauty and permanence, bring-
" ing constant remembrance.
Send for the James Walker RING
BOOK, in colour — it illustrates -
280 lovely rings and is FREE on
request. Wherever you are, it
- provides as wide a selection of
styles and prices as a visit fo a
James Walker shop, Satisfaction
is fully guaranteed or money will
be refunded.

Diamonds are Platinum-

set in 15ct. Gold Rings.
You pay no purchase fax
if you buy from abroad for
delivery abroad (notin U. K.)

Three-stone Diamaond
crossover £17

Half-hoop of three Two Di ds in Di d single-
Diameonds £17  crossover £12 stone 87

Hand-engraved Gold
grﬂo!’;ifs;auf WeddingRing £4  fancy sefting £10

Three Diamonds,

Emerald and two
Diamonds in eross-
over £12

Ead 1823

< JamesWalker

Gone for a soldier . ..

WHATEVER your job in the Services and wherever

you are, we hope you are one of those who can find the time
and opportunity to have your own radio around — because
here are two of the best for ‘military’ purposes. One, a
smallish compact transportable which can be tucked in
anywhere; the other, for both indoor or outdoor

listening — it works from either AC/DC mains or from its
own batteries, with one-switch changeover. Both offer

perfect tone and ample
output.

EASY TO ‘STOW’—

in camp or billet
MODEL U1598 (see top) —a 5-valve

AC/DC mains superhet for
Medium and Long waves, weighs
only 7 lbs. and fits into any small
space. Internal frame aerials are
fitted, with provision for external
aerial for extra sensitivity. A 6
P.M. speaker gives unusually
pure tone and ample output. The
exclusive one-piece moulded cab-
inet has plastic speaker grilles at
front and back, giving all-round
beauty and sound diffusion.

OPERATES ANYWHERE—

mains or no mains
MODEL MBP99X—a 4-valve (plus
2 metal rectifiers) superhet which
will work on 200-240 volts AC/'DC
mains, 100-127 volts A.C. mains
or its own self-contained all-dry
batteries. Tuned frame aerials
and 3 wave ranges give wave-
length coverage of 18.5-52.5m,
38.5-96m, 190-560m. Handsome
and durable lizard leatherette-
covered case. §” P.M. speaker
does full justice to the high
quality of the negative feedback-
compensated output stage.

These receivers can be obtained, overseas, through your N.A.A.F.1.

EKGO radio

when in London visit our showroom
E. K. COLE LTD. 5 VIGO0 STREET, REGENT STREET, LONDON, W.1

(2 minutes from Piccadilly Cireus)
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Just the

TEA for his parched throat! And
look at those shoes! It’s his Nugget
shine that keeps them from be-
coming parched in the penetrating
heat of the Australian desert! For
Nugget does more than give a

superbly smart shine—it is also a
protection for the leather.

On parade too, Nugget is just
the job for looking really smart—
Nugget’s fine waxes give a brighter,
longer-lasting shine!

K
SHOE .
N (

It’s your fault if the Sarge passes
nice, friendly remarks like this
about your hair. He thinks it’s too
long—but maybe it’s just scruffy !

[f your hair won't stay in place, or if you get dandruff in the
parting or on the collar—your trouble’s probably Dry Scalp.
Get some ‘Vaseline’ Brand Hair Tonic from the NAAFI, and
massage your scalp for just
20 seconds every morning.
Before long —what a differ-
ence! Your hair’ll be tidy
and easy to comb, and I'll
bet Sargy won’t notice even
if it is a shade longer than
his own. Oh... and when
you next go on leave, they’ll
be dating you for a change !

Vaseline® HAIR TONIC

THE DRESSING THAT ENDS DRY SCALP

1891

 approve FREE!

Be the proud owner of a gunaranteed weather-

protected Courbet with an expanding stain-
| less steel bracelet. Now available to you on
approval for a ro-day trial. New cash price
£8 12s 6d or deposit 18/6 followed by 9
monthly payments of 18/3. Take advantage
of this amazing offer today. Till in and
post the coupon now. Details of ladies’ and
men’s watches sent on request.

FERNEENREVRRNES COUPON lllllllllllllill-
To: LANE’S, The Waich Specialists
(Dept. S 6) 15-17 Ludgate Hill, EC4
Please send methe Courbet Watch as advey-
tised, I enclose 1816 deposil and agree topay
18(3 monthly for the following 9 months.
I'f watch is veturned undamaged in ro days
cash will be vefunded in full.

vi7"”%) Water re-
4/ sistant, 15-
¥ jewelled lever
 movement, built
to withstand vi-
bration,screw-on
stainless steel
back, fully lumi-
nous dial, first
quality, stainless
steel adjustable
bracelet, 5 years
guarantee.

WL e P W it B SN
BLOCK LETTERS PLEASE
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‘'WOULD YOU LIKE TO DRIVE
A RACING CAR?

This club is looking for new members
who may be potential racing drivers.

Members showing promise will be sponsored by
the club in Junior events.

Cooper 500cc cars available on Wednesdays and
Saturdays at Brands Hatch Stadium for practice.

I ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION £3-3—0.

Brands Hatch Fees 5/— per lap.

UNIVERSAL
MOTOR RACING CLUB

23A ENSOR MEWS, OLD BROMPTON Rd.
LONDON, SW.7 KENSINGTON 3056.

s

i




SIGNALS LIFT THE CUP

Keeble headed in their second (Continuved)
goal. They had chances after that,

Other notable players included Signalman A.
Finney (Sheffield Wednesday), Lance-Corporal
J. J. Cameron (Dumbarton), Signalman R. Wood
(Barnsley) and Signalman B. Frear (Huddersfield)
on the Signals side, and Private P. E, Gunter
(Portsmouth) and Private A. V. Marchi (Spurs)
on the Ordnance side.

By a coincidence, John Charles, the Welsh Inter-
national who did much to give the victory to 67
Training Regiment, Royal Armoured Corps, last
year, was going on to further glory while this
vear's final was being played. He was in Dublin,
where he scored two of the three goals by which
Wales defeated Ireland.

This year’s Army Cup competition, the fifty-
first, had a record entry of 260 — 158 from Britain,
97 from Germany and five from Austria. The total
was two more than last year, and reflects the great
increase in the competition’'s scope since it was
started, with 44 entries, 64 years ago. Entries
cover a wider area than any other football com-
petition except the World Cup.

For the first time since World War Two, no
member of the Royal Family was present, because
of Court mourning for Queen Mary. Instead, Signal-
man R. Wood, the winners' captain, received the
cup, and both teams their medallions, from General
sir John Crocker, the Adjutant-General.

but the Signals team managed to hangon to their lead.

Close work in front of the Signals
goal, Right: L/Cpl. J. H. Giles,
Ordnance left back, gets his head
to the ball in front of his goal.

High-jumper is Pte, V. Keeble, the Ordnance centre-forward. Below: Confident
clearing by (left) Spiers of Signals and (right) L/Cpl. R, P. Brewer of Ordnance.
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WH

The Editor of SOLDIER received from a reader a letler criticising

Army Sporis Control Board for their comment,

VERYONE will have noted that the Army Football Team
consists of the following representatives: — Royal Elec-
trical and Mechanical Engineers — one; Infantry -— one;
Rovyal Artillery — one; Royal Signals — two; Royal Army
Medical Corps — one; Royal Army Ordnance Corps — five.

No one denies that the Royal Army Ordnance Corps have a
great many good footballers, and I have no doubt that the

— the Army Sports Control Board say:

DON'T CRITICISE - CONGRATULATE!

HIS is a hardy annual.
Even as long ago as
1920, when the Royal
Army Medical Corps had five
Regular soldier players select-
ed to play for the Army against
the Royal Navy, the criticism
was that the RAMC held their
sportsmen in one particular
unit and did not send them
overseas. There were no con-
gratulations.

Many other cases can be
quoted, including the Infantry;
for instance, when the Sher-
wood Foresters carried all be-
fore them.for years and won
the Army Cup- three years in

succession — the only unil
ever to accomplish this feat.

It is very doubtful if the Royal
Army Ordnance Corps has any
more professionals than certain
other arms of the Service, butitis
natural that if some of those
already in the Corps are content-
ed with their lot they will cer-
tainly tell others due for call-up
to opt for that Corps.

As far as the Army Cup is con-
cerned, five professionals only are
allowed to be included in any one
team. The five RAOC players who
were included in the Army team
belonged to three different RAOC
units, so that the question of
“packing” for the Army Cup does
not arise. There is no evidence to
show that players in RAOC units
are granted any more facilities to

Two at a time: Serjeant-Major Ernest
Chadwick teaches his pupils how to parry.
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DOES THE ROYAL ARMY ORDNANCE CORPS
HAVE ALL THE BEST FOOTBALLERS?

the composition of the Armny Foolball Team. It was submitied 1o the

The letter and the reply appear below.

selection for the team is perfectly fair. What causes one to
reflect is how so many good footballers get into the Rovyal

Army Ordnance Corps.

Does this Corps offer preferential terms for professional
footballers e.g. guaranteed home service and leave to play
for their civilian clubs or does it not? It would seem highly
improper if such is the case and distinctly inimical to a good
fair competition in the Army Cup.

play for their civilian clubs than
units of other arms of the Service.

There would undoubtedly be
more Infantiymen in the Army
team if there were an equal num-
ber of such units stationed in
Britain, but these are mostly

serving in Rhine Army and other

overseas stations. Two players
from Infantry units have been
brought back from Rhine Army
to play for the Army, and there
are others there who would be
considered, but the cost per head
is extremely heavy. Selection is,
therefore, generally confined to
players stationed in Britain, and
the majority of units in Britain
are Corps units.

Criticism has been levelled al
other units because of their mark-
ed success at some particular

sport; for example, the Royal Sig-
nals at rugby, and 67 Training
Regiment, Royal Artillery in
athletics.

In foothall no particular corps
or unit has had marked success,
and if the winners of the Army
Cup are analysed it will be found
that since National Service was
instituted no unit has won the
Cup more than once. This in itself
is surely an answer to the writer's
question.

It is to be hoped that no matter
which unit wins the Army Cup
or which arm of the Service has
more than the average number of
players in an Army team, it will
be a matter for congratulation and
not a subject for criticism. —
A. R. Aslett, Brigadier, Director,
Army Sports Control Board.

SOLDIERS' SONS
LEARN FENCING

IN Bad Oeynhausen's Salle d'Armes a fencing class is run for
soldiers’ sons. The youngest pupil is barely seven years old and
the oldest is 12. They use foils which have been shortened and modi-
fied, and wear cut-down fencing jackets re-fashioned by their

mothers.
Serjeant-Major Ernest Chad-
wick, Army Physical Training

Corps, believes in teaching fencing
at a very early age. “It gives the
children self-confidence and self-
control, and teaches them how to
stand alone against an adversary.
And above all, it teaches them the
meaning of chivalry.”

The Serjeant-Major exacts strict
discipline from his young pupils.
They know that slovenliness in
dress — uncleaned shoes or a
dirty jacket — will mean expul-
sion from the class for the even-
ing, so they take no chances.

Although the Rhine Army Head-
quarters Fencing Club was started
three years ago, it is only recently
that fencing has achieved its wide
popularity in the British Zone. In
the last few months more than
50 instructors have been trained
to teach elementary fencing in
their units.

The Club’s permanent member-
ship of nearly 60 includes all
ranks from brigadier to private,

a dozen wives and nearly a score
of members of the Women's Royal
Army Corps, most of whom have
trained regularly three or four
evenings a week.

This year, the physical training
staff of Rhine Army plan to im-
prove the standard of fencing to
such a point that in the near

future- — and Major C. W. V.
Hankinson, Rhine Army's Master-
at-Arms, thinks this may be

sooner than most people expect —
British Army teams will be able
seriously to challenge the present
supremacy of Continental teams.
It is expected that a team will be
sent, as last year, to compete in
the inter-Allied fencing cham-
pionships at Luxembourg, against
well-known swordsmen of the
French, Belgian and Luxembourg
armies.

Meanwhile, Rhine Army have
decided to standardise the
method of instruction by teaching
only the French style ia the early
stages.
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The Perfection of Cigarette Luxury

H UDSON.S BAY ACCORDING to one definition, a pessimist is a man
JAMA] CA RUM who says his glass is half empty and an optimist one

who says his glass is half full. The true devotee of

Rose’s Lime Juice drains his glass in one swift, silent
draught, thereby falling into the category of realist.
This cooling nectar, squeezed from the world’s most

thirst-quenching citrus fruit, calls for no half

measures and no hovering on the brink. You

plunge. Your Rose’s and your thirst are gone

with equal suddenness.

22

_IIE LI

ROSE

Ask for it ot
NAAF|

—MAKES THIRST WORTH WHILE

PAGE 39



Everything goes with

WHEN YOU’VE GOT A
BLUE RIBAND
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can help you to success
through personal postal tuition

HOUSANDS OF MEN in important positions were once students

of The Bennett College. They owe their success to Personal
Postal Tuition—The Bennett College way. You have the same
chance to qualify for a fine career, higher pay and social
standing,

One of these courses will lead to your advancement

Accountancy Exams. Agriculture Motor Engineering
Auditing Architecture Plumhing
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‘Damn Your Writing,

Mind Your Fighting’

British general, “who rose to high command and played a
considerable part in the conquest of our Indian Empire,"

is said to have known no other verse but the two lines
quoted in the heading. He composed them himself, and never

tired of repeating them.

He is quoted by the late Field-Marshal Earl Wavell in a talk
on Army education reproduced in “Soldiers and Soldiering”
(Cape, 8s 6d), an anthology of the Field-Marshal's work, some
items of which have appeared in earlier collections.

Brilliantly = written operation
orders do not win battles, Lord
Wavell pointed out, unless back-
ed by the valour and endurance

Seeker of
Lost Cities

€ EW Light On Colonel Faw-

ceft Riddle" has been a re-
curring newspaper headline since
1925, the year Lieutenant-Colonel
P. H. Fawcett vanished in the
South American jungle.

Colonel Fawcett was in the
long and gallant tradition of
Army officers who seek adven-
ture in other fields when there is
no fighting to be done; a tradi-
tion which includes Captain L. E.
G. Oates, who died on Scott's
expedition to the South Pole, and
is maintained today by those
officers who are attempting to
climb Mount Everest and explor-
ing North Greenland.

It was not until his disappear-
ance that Colonel Fawcett's name
became widely known, vyet for
years he had adventured in the
classic style of explorers, seeking
lost races and surviving astonish-
ing hardships. The record of many
of these expeditionsis in "Explora-
tion Fawcett" (Huichinson, 16s).

The book, edited by his second
son from Colonel Fawcett's letters
and papers, tells of meetings with
giant anacondas, deadly bush-
masters, man-eating fish, vampire
bats and cannibals.

Colonel Fawcett was a Gunner
officer who was lent to the Boliv-
ian Government, to work on a
boundary commission, from 1906
to 1910. When that period was
up, he resigned from the Army,
to continue exploring and map-
ping South America,

In 1914 he returned to the
Army, held commands and Staft
appointments in France, earned
the Distinguished Service Order
and four mentions in despatches.

The war over, Colonel Fawcett
went back to exploring South
America. Between trips, he had
plenty of other interests. A ‘hook
of reference lists his recreations
thus: "all sports, exploration, sur-
veying and prospecting, artist
(exhibitor Royal Academy in
black and white), archaeology,
philosophy, yacht designing, build-
ing and navigating, motoring."”

With him, on his last trip in
search of a hidden city, he took
one of his sons and a young
friend. All vanished. One expedi-
tion in search of him was led by
Peter Fleming, the author.

of the men on the ground. For a
soldier, physical and moral tough-
ness must always be of more im-
portance than mere learning.
Among soldiers of an earlierday
there was a prejudice against
book learning. Yet education
for the soldier had to come, and
must continue. Kipling had said
that for butcher's work uneduca-
ied blackguards led by gentlemen
were the most efficient; you
could not educate a man to think
for himself without causing him
to pass through the stage of
thinking of himself; and Kipling
implied that a man who thought
of ‘himself was likely to take
cover at the critical moment in-
stead of going forward. Kipling's
forecast was that "about 30 years
hence, when we have half-educa-

ted everything that wears trous-

ers, our Army will be a beauti-
fully unreliable machine; a little
later, when we have educated it
up to the standard of the present
officer, it will sweep the world."”

Field-Marshal Lord Wavell
He said : City-bred men need toughening.

But the midway men were not to
be trusted alone.

Kipling's prophecy for "about
30years hence” — about 1918-18 —
was falsified by the results of
World War One. But it was Lord
Wavell's view, in 1948, that special
steps had to be taken to toughen
the modern educated city-bred
man and make him battle-worthy
~— steps which would probably
not have been required in Kip-
ling's time. And in many ways,
Lord Wavell thought, we were
still in the "half-educated period
of democracy.”

Other items in this book include
Lord Wavell's well-known essays
on generals and generalship, and
the good soldier; his apprecia-
tions of Belisarius, Rommel and
Montgomery, and of three un-
orthodox soldiers, T. E. Lawrence,
Orde Wingate and Spencer Chap-
man,

light-hearted

“Send Out

a Patrol”

«T ITTLE to report; some patrol
activity." .

It's a wry joke among Infantry-
men — that sort of message, For
to the men taking part in it, a
patrol is just as much war as the
big offensive.

Any writer who can convince
the general public that patrolling
consists of rather more than
wandering out into no-man's-land
and there falling out for a smoke
is doing a simple act of justice,
as any Infantryman in Korea will
agree.

A one-time officer in the Lan-
cashire Fusiliers, who served in
North Africa, Sicily and Italy and
was awarded the Military Cross,
goes some way to performing this
service in a new novel "Patrol”
(Longmans, 9s 6d). He is Mr. Fred
Majdalany, now a film critic, who
wrote an excellent novel The
Monastery, based on the battle
for Monte Cassino.

Mr. Majdalany is perhaps more
concerned to remind the Staff,
rather than the public, what a
patrol means. The patrol in his
story is suggested casually, and
for no particular reason, by a
young Intelligence officer. His
suggestion is ap-
proved by the general, who does

__Continved Overleaf
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BOOKS (Continue )

not want his men to become
“defence-minded,” and a battle-
weary, depleted battalion is
ordered to reconnoitre yet an-
other enemy position.

No doubt the man in the front
line sometimes suspects that his
assignments are dreamed up in
this frivolous fashion, but con-
scientious Staff officers. who know
what it means to go out on a
patrel, will shake their heads
sadly at the author's notion of
how operations are laid on,

Mr. Majdalany has some vivid

ADVERTISING its existence in neon lighting amid desert sands at
Abu Sultan, in the Canal Zone of Egypt, is a newly opened Army

Kinema Corporation cinema.
one which had been

descriptive  passages. Fighter Thi : e

. ‘ : s near-to-luxury building replaces

airNasy | Swiep Lot Hie PN ingeniously built by the troops with old ammunition boxes filled
with sand. The new cinema is in two parts; it has an open-air

"The white-hot glow-balls spurted

from the Messerschmitts' cannon -
indoor one with a fully equipped

with the glib profuseness of Roman
candles, with the lightness of
fairground ping-pong balls cas-
cading joyously on jets of water.”

The tense atmosphere of night
in no-man’s-land and of the
"sacred and miraculous moment"
when dawn comes up 1s skilfully
conveyed. The author gives the
whole "feel” of the patrol, and of
the responsibilitv that weighs
on the officer, implicitly trusted
by his men. His soldiers are all
plausible and real.

The whole book, incidentally,
is not about the patrol. There is a
long flashback sketching disreput-
able and deluding joys in Algiers,

The Corps They Nedrly Strangled

HE British Army's signals organisation today is one of its
proudest possessions. Few soldiers, however, realise how much

of its equipment and efficiency is
ing Hitler's war.

In "The History of British Army
Signals in the Second World War"
(published by the Royal Signals
Institution and obtainable from
Gale and Polden, 17s 6d) Major-
General R. F. H. Nalder describes
the frustrating years between
1920, when the Royal Corps of
Signals was born of the Royal
Engineers, and 1939.

Cheese-paring economy inter-
fered with development. The Corps
(like the rest of the Army) had
to use unsuitable wvehicles be-
cause it was cheaper to give the
Army commercial chassis than to
build special ones. To obtain
signal equipment which was not

due to hurried development dur-

on the commercial market, the
Army often had to wait four
years, with the result that the
equipment was out-of-date before
it could be used. Tank designers
were particularly unco-operative;
they neglected to provide space
for the rather large wireless set
.specially evolved for tanks.

The result was that the Royal
Corps of Signals spent much of
the early part of the war im-
provising. There were many
lessons to be learned and, to
anyone who has seen post-war
Signals in action, it seems some
of them were learned late. It was
not until 1942, for instance, that

section, whicth will be used for eight months of the year, and an

stage for live shows. Each portion
will seat about 440 persons. With
its completion, the Army Kinema
Corporation has now 22 cinemas
in the Canal Zone showing 35 mm
films.

The new cinema is called
“The Erskine" after Lieut-General
Sir George Erskine, recently
General Officer Commanding
British Troops in Egypt. It will
have four changes of programme
each week, plus two changes of
news reels which are flown out
from Britain,

FI1LMS

COMING YOUR WAY

The following films will shortly
be shown at Army Kinema Cor-
poration cinemas overseas:

THE CRUEL SEA

The jungle may be neutral but the sec
is hoslile. Nicholas Monsarrat's inter-
national best-seiler, filmed by Britain,
moakes as stirring a picture as mos!
people would want. Il is a war-time
story of the corveite ““Compass Rose
pitted against U-Boats. Jack Hawkins is
the tough skipper faced with a decision
of whether to kill his own men as he
kills the enemy. There is a woman in
the tilm (though nol on the corvetle) —
Virginia McKenna.

NIAGARA

If you read the crilics, you will have
gathered that the chiei attraction here is
the way Marilyn Monroe wiggles as she
walks. Of course, there is a walerfall as
well, for those who like walerfalls. The
story is the eternal friangle. Joseph Col-
ten and Jean Peters are in it.

THE TITFIELD THUNDERBOLT

Gunners at Tonfanau (Wales) have
good reason to know the Tal-y-Llyn rail-

the problem of “tropicalising”
signal equipment was tackled,
and it was two years later before
the results were seen, -

Meanwhile the Royal Corps of
Signals was getting on with the
war, using what equipment was
to hand. It expanded from just
over 10,000 Regulars and 24,000
Territorials and Reservists to a
total of more than 150,000 by the
end of the war. The Auxiliary
Territorial Service was called in
after war started and the girls,
says the author, "displayed the
utmost - tenacity of purpose and
endurance.” In 1940, after the
Dunkirk evacuation, Auxiliary
Territorial Service girls on duty
with the Advanced Air Striking
Force were the last British troops
to leave Paris.

DON"T
MAISS
SOLDIER

YOU may buy SOL-
DIER, price nine-
pence, from your unit,
your canteen or your
AKC cinema, or have
it posted to you by fill-
ing in the Order Form.

way — the oldest surviving steam-haul-
ed, passenger-carrying, narrow-gauge
reilway in the world. It inspired this
enlertaining slory aboul a cominunily
which is obstinately determined 1o Kic,
its own railway running in the face of
"progress.” One of lhe junnies! railway
slories since Buster Kealon's ''The Gen-
Stanley Holloway and

dry."' The men won't give it up even for
love of Susan Hayward. Robert Milchum

f : . ;
(BL OF the AL :1 eral.””  With
LET?EC‘;K To. Monyy i el Mot L Naughton Wayne.
A SN SR T 38
PR RS T L L : DESERT LEGION
_: ................ ;' Alan Ladd, soon to appear wearing a
AL ety Rl e TSR & red beret, here wears the peaked cap of
el 7 aite L) TR U S o ¥ the French Foreign Legion. He leads a
A 2 G i e R S A S K e el = patrel which is wiped out, but he him-
5. Vo B T T TR RN i self survives, thanks to the beautitul
§ i T et S s R R S I NS L : Arlene Dahl who beiriends him. His
: eq "Oafu’ ------------- . commanding officer refuses to believe
I Crosgey”,or 3 rde, val, 2 g this story (well, would you?). Honour is
g ‘a SOLDIShOUH PR it T R H saved in the end.
- il T G I R T AT (o N e =
TP " o) DT 8 bayip )Tk & THE LUSTY MEN
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RLETPH i Sl TR o Mclosey : A story of rodeo men on circuil, rid-
", 1 s 64 bnd o : y bl
Strea,,, €a pqck.m' one Shiops - ing horses, Brahma bulls and anything
--..,.'". ing, Year (12 c:;' d & which offers. It is « calling "‘apparently
TEay ) s heroic and exciting, yet basically tau-
M
.
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@ SOLDIER welcomes letters.

There is not space, however,
to print every letter of interest
received; all correspondenis
must therefore give their full
names and addresses. Answers
cannot be sent to collective
addresses.

Anonymous or insufficiently
addressed letters are not pub-
lished.
@ Please do not ask for in-
formation which you can get
in your own orderly room or
from your own officer, thus
saving time and postage.

ARMOURED PANTS

If armoured vests are as useful
in Korea as they appear to be,
why not armoured trousers?

1 agree an Infantryman has to

be mobile, but cannot something
be done to protect him in the
region of his belly and loins,
where some of the more unfor-
tunate wounds occur? — J. C. C,
(name and address supplied).
* Experimental “armoured”
shorts have been worn-by men of
the United States Fth Infantry
Division in Korea. They are said
to have been effective in inter-
cepting those small particles of
metal which oiten cause painful
injuries. The shorts are made of
nylon.

AUTOMATIC RIFLE

Many Dutch readers of SOLDIER
would be pleased to hear more about
the already famous EM2 rifle (the
280 automatic).

I wonder if the designers were in-

spired by the German FG42 automatic
rifle. — P. A. Q. Riesselmann, Centraal
Militair Hospitaal, The Hague, Nether-
lands.
% The German FG42 did not in any
way inspire the design of the new
7 mm rifle, In the German weapon,
the magazine is horizontal and the
bolt locks by rotation.

The designers of the EM2 based
their plans on the requiremenis of
the modern Inlantryman, and one of
the biggest improvements on ortho-
dox rifles was the replacing of the
old-style bult with one placed im-
meadiately behind, and in line wilh,
the action of the rifle.

THAT ALLOWANCE

In our orders we have read: "A
new class of local overseas allowance
with special rate for unaccompanied
married officers and other ranks is
being. introduced. It is not admissible
in Korea."

We have 50 free cigarettes a week

and free cinema shows, but we have
to pay just as much in the NAAFI
as men do in Japan, where we hear
the allowance is available, Why are
we left out? — Cpl. L. Runeckles
RAMC, attached Royal Fusiliers,
Korea.
% Brigadier Antony Head, Secretary
for War, was asked in Parliament on
14 April why troops in Korea were
not to receive this new benefit.

He described the allowance as “‘an
increased local overseas allowance
for .the married unaccompanied offic-
er or soldier, to meet the exira ex-
penses when serving at a high-cost
overseas station. It applies, therefore,
only to areas where local overseas
allowance is paid. The allowance is
tax-free ... The object of this allow-
ance is to compensate men who might
normally expect to have a married
quarter and who have not got one

Afler
further questioning, he said: “The
object was that a man stationed in an
expensive station, where a local over-
seas allowance was justified by a
high cost of living, should have an
extra amount, so that in living his
single life he should not be at a dis-
advantage in relation to a bachelor
because he had another home to keep
up in England or elsewhere."

Asked whether he.did not think an
injustice had been created in Korea,
the Secretary for War said: “"No. I do
not think anybody would argue that
the actual cost of living in Korea is
very high: there is practically noth-
ing on which to spend money. That
is why there is not a local overseas
allowance,”

IMPROYING ARMY

I read with interest of the improve-

owing lo various difficulties.”

ments in Army life suggested by
wives of Rhine Army (SOLDIER,
April).

A soldier has economic security
while serving. Afterwards, if he is a
tradesman, .he is safeguarded to a
certain extent, but the Infantryman is
in a less enviable position. At around
40 he is forced to return to study at
night school in order to get a good
job, otherwise he is doomed to spend
thé next 30 years as a night watch-
man or caretaker. His pension will
only just pay his rent or the instal-
ment on his newly bought home. Fac-
ed with the need for making a fresh
start, it is not surprising that a sol-
dier may be tempted to leave the
Army while young enough and adapt-
able enough to learn new arts.

The ambitious man has little, if any,
chance to better himself under the
present styles of promotion. There

should be examinations, practical as

well as theoretical, at regular inter-
vals. If a man were smart enough to
pass one examination soon after an-
other, he should not be held back to
serve for years under warrant offic-
ers with lesser qualifications.

Once a rank is given to a man, it
should not be lost except for mis-
conduct, At present, rank is often lost
when the holder moves to a new sta-
tion. He must write to his friends in
civilian life asking them no longer to
address their letters by the previous
rank, but by a lower one. The friends
think he has done something wrong.
Who can blame men treated in this
way for leaving the Service?

I have found that living conditions
for families abroad are better than at
home, although the home position is
improving daily. However, could not
more be done to make life pleasant
in the old quarters which must still
be occupied for some time to come?.
Surely it is the big and cumbersome
articles which should be provided —
those which we cannot easily pack.
If this were so there would be no

need for the Army to store our fur-
niture, as has been recommended by
one wife. I am provided with an e

Beautiful Furs
from a Famous London House

Sugden’s of Regent Street are known far
and wide for choice designs, at prices
which in fact are now lower than ever.
Order with confidence. You can rely
unhesitatingly on Sugden productions.

Attractive three-
quarter length coat in
BEAVER LAmMB, the
popular fur of the
year. Soft, sleeky
skins, expertly work-
ed. An investment

Hlustrated
Furs (post free)
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Very stylish coat in
MusqQuasa CoNEY.
Note the charming
collar and cuffs. Made
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wearing skins.
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If you dream of trees...

To prEAM 0F TREES in full leaf is a good sign,
for it denotes a prosperous year ahead — especially
for farmers and business men. But if you dream that
a tree is being cut down, beware of making a hasty
decision; you may lose much by over-enthusiasm.
But here is something you just can’t be too
enthusiastic about: Duncan Capital Assortment.
Hand round a box of these luscious smooth-coated
chocolates next time you have a party: you'll
win top marks for popularity ! Every exciting
centre will prove to be somebody’s
special favourite. In } 1b and } Ib packs.

The chocolates of your dreams

DUNCAN—THE SCOTS WORD FOR CHOCOLATE lﬁ’l
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— Like the leading clubs

Obtainable from your local Supplier. In case
of ditficulty write for fully illustrated Catalogue
of Soccer and Rugger Outfits to The Publicity
Manager, Bukta, Brinksway, Stockport, Cheshire.
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LETTERS o

whisk but not a wringer. I am given
curtains but not the rods or fitments
to hang them on; tea spoons but no
coal bunker. The coal we must keep
in one of our packing-cases outside
our front door unless, like some
neighbours, we keep it in the broom
cupboard, which means the coalman
has to walk through the living-room.

I think a word about troopships
would not be out of place. It would
be greatly appreciated if NCO's
below warrant officer rank were al-
lowed to eat with and use the same
sitting room as their wives. My hus-
band and 1 spent a month on a ship
from the Far East. If I wished to sit
on deck I had to use a part out of
bounds to my husband. — Mrs. Hazel
Christie, Johnston Terrace, Edinburgh.

WIFE'S STATUS

Whenever I read or hear of anyone
lightly dismissing the idea of the
married quarters roll and all that it
meant I feel an urge to butt in.

In no other walk of life are married
men told that they will be repeatedly
separated from their families. (Mer-
chant Navy? — Editor,) It is a major
error to throw the responsibility for
the upbringing and discipline of chil-
dren, especially boys in their teens,
on the poor wife, and expect her to
do all the packing and escorting of
the children, and to attend to all the
other chores, when moving from a
station, ]

It should be possible to reintroduce
the married quarters roll by degrees
and thus return to the time when a
wife had a status in the Army and
was always looked upon as being “on
the strength."’ If the number of sol-
diers entitled to quarters were limited
to the number of quarters available,
then everyone would know where he
stood The married man not entitled
would know that when he eventually
joined the roll he would always be all
right. — SSM E. Lewis, HQ Scottish
Command, Edinburgh.

NAAFI PRICES

We think it is about time that wives
in Austria joined those in Germany
in protesting against high prices. For
instance, we find prices of clothing
in NAAFI so high that it is cheaper
to buy direct from Britain. Food costs
are getting fantastic. A fortnight ago
I bought a tin of meat for 2s 11d.
Last week the price was 3s 5d.
Ground coffee jumped from 6s 5d to
6s 11d. Is anything being done to
bring prices down? — “BTA Wife"
(name and address supplied).

% NAAFI state that in the past they
have endeavoured to meel require-
ments for too wide a range of cloth-
ing and footwear, with the result that
hundreds of articles have been stock-
ed but with incomplete size and price
ranges. A revised provisioning pro-
cedure is now being introduced
whereby selecled ranges of "slan-
dard lines'* will be stocked thoroughly
at prices to suit all pockels.

NAAFI food prices in Weslern
Europe rise in parallel with price
increases in Britain, and customers
in Austria are only experiencing the
same price dilficulties as people at
home, state NAAFI.

An inter-Services working party
recently ihvestigated NAAFI prices
in Germany where they found prices
justified, except in four cases which
have since been adjusted.

BACK AGAIN

When I was 17 I joined the Army
for three years, but after six weeks
bought myself out. Will those weeks
be deducted from my present National
Service? — Private B. Hedges, RASC,
Aldershot.

%* Yes, This will be done automa-
tically by Records Office.

,and

BOYS’ EXAMINATION

My son sat for the examination for

he Army Apprentices Schools in
Cyprus last November. We have
been told he has passed but are sur-
prised to have received no instruc-
tions, as we thought he had to enlist
join a school within a few
months. “Mother"” (name and
address supplied).
* Boys who took the examination
in certain overseas stations are not
due to join a school unlil next Sep-
tember. Only those who sal the
examination at home and in Europe
had to report by February.

RELEASE COURSE

I have enquired about a pre-release

course but it appears that I shall
have to forfeit my- release leave. Is
there some regulation that overcomes
this? “Lance-Corporal” (name
supplied) MELF,
* Applications for release courses
should be made three months before
a release date. If the soldier is abroad
and his application is successful, he
is returned to Britain several weeks
before his release leave in order that
the course can be arranged. If his
return is delayed by the exigencies
of the Service, he may defer his
release until after the course is
finished. His 28 days’ leave is not
affecled either way, since the course
must end before terminal leave starts.
All delails are given in ACI's 150,
444 and 697 of 1952,

CADET MEDAL

When my National Service is over
I would like to resume instructing in
the Army Cadet Force, in which I
rose to the rank of company serjeant-
major. Will my two years' com-
pulsory separation from Cadet Force
be counted as broken service, with
the result that I shall have to start
all. over again for the Cadet Force
Medal? — Sigmn M. Parkinson, GHQ,
Middle East Land Forces.
* A cadet company serjeant-major
cannot coun! service with the Army
Cadet Force as qualifying for the
Cadet Force Medal, which is awarded
only to adult instructors. A National
Serviceman who joins the cadets
during his part-time service starts to
qualify, but as the qualifying service
is 12 years, he must be prepared to
continue serving after his pari-time
service has ended.

HIS WINGS

Following my National Service I
joined the Territorials, attended a
parachute course and qualified for
my wings. Now that I am a Regular
may I wear these on my uniform? —
Lance-Corporal F. W. Wilson, Cam-
bridge Barracks, Woolwich.

* This soldier may wear the para-
chutist badge.

GERMAN ACE

Although: this might appear to be
an RAF question, I hope that you
will be able to help me. The German
air ace of World War One, Baron
Manfred wvon Richthofen, won uni-
versal admiration for his exploits.
Originally buried at Bertangles in
1918, his body was later moved to
Berlin where a monument was erected
over his grave, Does this monument
still exist, or was it destroyed in the
last war? Also, can you tell me  if
Max Immelmann's notorious thrée-
gun Fokker monoplane is still lin
Dresden Museum? — Stuart V. Tucker,
Woodfield Lane, Ashtead, Surrey. |
* Von Richthofen was finally buried
at Berlin's Invaliden-Friedhof (Mili-
tary Cemetery). His grave, although
not destroyed by air raids, was
smashed — supposedly by Commun-
ists — after the German surrender in
1945.

Max Immelmann’s Fokker mono-
plane is believed to have been de-
stroyed during an air raid on Dresden
in February 1945. However, no con-
firmation of this is available as Dres-
den lies in the Russian Zone of Ger-
many.



UBIQUE

Some controversy exists in our
serjeants’ mess over the mottoes or
motto of the Royal Regiment of Ar-
tillery. Is '‘Ubique” just an honour
and not a motto, or can it be classed
as both? Various publications, includ-
ing the Royal Artillery diary, classify
it as one of the mottoes of the Regi-
ment.

We have decided to abide by your
decision. — WOI11 F. C. Parsons, 566
Heavy Anti-Aircrait Regiment RA,
Sutton, Surrey.

* By a General Order of 13 July
1832, the Sovereign granted the Royal
Artillery permission to bear on its
appointments the Royal Arms together
with a cannon and “Ubigue” and
“Quo Fas et Gloria Ducunt.” The fol-
lowing June another General Order
amended the one of 1832 so as lo
make it clear that “Ubique'” was a
separate motio to “'Quo Fas et Gloria
Ducunt.” The former was to replate
all terms of distinction previously
borne on any part of the dress or
appointments of the Regiment. By the
use of the words "motto’’ and 'dis-
tinction’ in the Order of 1833, it seems
clear that “"Ubique’ is both a molto
and an honour.

TO KOREA? NO

I have just been discharged to the

Reserve. I now want to take a posi-
tion with RASC/EFI to serve in Korea.
But when I asked Records for per-
mission to leave the country they
said it ‘'could not be granted in this
case.”" I thought any Reservist could
get permission to go abroad. —
S. Slater, Kidderminster, Worcs.
* Yes, when the Reservist goes
abroad as a civilian. But when it
entails his enlistment on a special
type of short-service engagement,
which in turn necessitates his dis-
charge from a long term Reserve lia-
bility, permission can be withheld.

APPOINTMENT, PLEASE

An incident at a pay parade brought
about an argument now raging in our
mess, The pay serjeant called out
"WO1 Blank.” Immediately ‘‘Blank'
reprimanded him and said his rank
was conductor, and that he should be
addressed as such. Many people hold
the view that conductor is not a rank
but an appointment, and that the ser-
jeant was correct in using the rank.
Others disagree. Can you please solve
this one? — CSM A, Cochrane, Tes-
sendorf, Austria,.

% Queen's Regulations say that the
rank is warrant officer class one and
conductor is the appointment.

It is customary for the individual
to be addressed by his appointment.
The regimental serjeant-major prefers
to be addressed as such instead of by
his rank, and even a lance-corporal
(which is an appointment) would
object to being known by his rank
(private).

PAY PARADE

Is not pay parade, as organised in
most units, a waste of valuable man-
hours? In my unit it starts at 1730
hrs. All ranks must parade ten min-
utes beforehand. Anyone absent may
have to wait until the following week.
Pay is never given on a fixed day;
it varies from Wednesday to Friday.
Surely a method of payment similar
to that operating in most civilian
firms would -do away with all this
hanging about? — '"Serjeant” (name
and address supplied).

* The Army's pay parade enables a
soldier to check his money and to
sign the acquittance roll — as proof
that he has received his pay — in
the presence of an officer. )

It is nevertheless true that in many
large unils a great deal of time is
wasted paying out — just as it is
true that in many civilian firms em-
ployees have to queue for their pay.

‘Fit-wear’ for fit men ..,
and in the army fitness is
vital, Litesome is man’s
essential underwear, enab-
ling you to go through the
most strenuous day , .. and
still feel ready to enjoy
your ‘after-parades’ leisure!

Read what these users say!

article of underwear.”

it to hundreds of men in training—."

Sooner orlater
youll wear a

LITESOME

SUPPORTER

.«."they give a feeling of security and confidence as well as allowing one to
live a very active life such as we experience in the forces. I find themn-particularly
of value when I am flying (I am a pilot) as the slight abdominal tension they
provide is invaluable for preventing blackouts and air-sickness. I wear my
Litesome always winter and summer and cannot wish for a more comfortable

“I always feel comfortable when wearing Litesome ... have recommended
“You don’t know comfort until you wear a Litesome.”

PRICES IN U. K.
STANDARD All-purpose model 7/2
MAYFAIR with wider belt
ROYALE Super Supporter
In all waist siges.

Get yours from the NAAFI or from out-
fittets, sports shops and chemists everywhere.

Sole Manufacturers:
FRED HURTLEY LTD., Dept. 89, Keighley, Yorks.

HGD, RO

Edenbridge.

Rainham.

16/9
28/9

ndk

H

“We're all right for another 10 minutes thank you —
we've protected our shoes with Cherry Blossom Boot Polish.”

If you live — Among other things the
CROWN LIFE plans will

#% Make money available to you or pro-
vide an income for your own later
years — when you will need it most.
Free of tax.

* Create an immediate estate, for your
family which otherwise would require
years of constant savings to accu-
mulate.

% Build up an emergency cash reserve
fund.

Create in later years, collateral secur-

ity so helpful when seeking loans for

house purchase and other purposes.

*

What will “Crown Life"”

do for me if | save

£1 per month?

If you do not live CROWN LIFE
will

% Pay the rent on your house or cledr
off a mortgage.

% Provide your family with a guaranteed
monthly income for a definite number
of years, Free of tax.

% Provide the monéy to give the young-
sters a start in their chosen careers.
Free of tax,

% Do what you would have done had you
lived.

Income Tax Saving. This is the only form of invest-
ment on which an Income Tax Allowance is made.
Really it is surprising what can be done — even with £1 per month, In any event find
out what you — at your present age — could obtain. Send the coupon below, and
KNOW what you could get — if you decided to.

Policies in Force exceed £250,000,000

To THE CROWN LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY

(Incorporated in Canada with Limited Liability)

RAMILLIES BUILDINGS, HILL'S PLACE, OXFORD STREET, LONDON, W. 1
(TELEPHONE NO. GERrard 5984.) :

‘Without obligation let me have details please. Assume I save each
month £1; £2; £4; £6. (Cross out the inapplicable,)

Name (Rank)
Address

Date of Birth

SOL. 6/53.
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Quality wins again
The King of Toffees catches the
finest materials, the most subtle and
pleasing flavours ! For the toffee that
is always of the highest quality

and deliciousness, be

sure you say . ..

G. F. LOVELL & CO. LTD. Rexville, Newport (Mon.]
end at Swansea, Manchester and London

R.S.M. A. |. BRAND, M.Y.0., M.B.E.,
gives his 7 point recommendation
for a parade ground polish.

Known throughout the | Get a tin of Kiwi Polish.
British Army as “The 2 Take the lid off the tin.
Voice,” R.S.M. Brand, 3 Remove dust and dirt from
late of the Grenadier the boor.

Guardsand the RM.A. 4 Pur a little Kiwi on the
Sandhurst, hasused and boot with a rag or brush.
recommended Kiwi for 5 Damp a rag with water.
twenty-five years. Here 6 Moisten the boot with the
is his 7 point method for rag.

getting a parade ground 7 Finish with a dry cloth and
polish on a boot. “ You could shave in 1t.” ﬁ\m

Deep-shine with KIWI

¢ puts life into leather

“We’re French horns! Shining brass! Bright
and gay! You might almost be tempted to
say —when the cymbals go clash, and we
glitter and flash — we were teaching the sun
how to play!”

BLUEBELL

LIQUID METAL POLISH

Umbro and the Army

“Umbro” accompanies the troops from Northern

snows to tropical Malaya. The fields of Normandy
and the hills of Palestine knew “Umbro”, as do
the sands of North Africa, the battle areas of Korea
and the sports fields of Hong Kong and Kowloon.

“Umbro” is infernational in -more ways than one.

OF LEADING SPORTS OUTFITTERS ALL OVER
THE WORLD
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