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NAAFI'S famous blend of tea - synonymous with the soldier's "char 
and wad" - is not threatened by the loss of the company's g400 million 
contract to supply food to the Armed Forces in the United Kingdom 
and Germany. In fact, the distinctive brew, which has sustained troops 
worldwide, might even become more widely available. 

of the 1st Battalion, The 
Black Watch makes a 
new friend while on 
exercise in Kenya 

Blending will go on in the tea 
factory at Naafi's headquarters 
at Amesbury, Wilts, at least in 
the short term. A spokes- 
woman said that Naafi would 
be looking to sell licences for 
the special blend to other tea 
makers so that the product 
could become available in 
supermarket chains. 

Reassurances have also been 
given on any impact the loss of 
the contract might have on 
welfare funding through the 
annual rebate. In the past five 
yearsNaafi has returnedE17.8 
million to the Service conunu- 
nity from through added activities discounts ranging in its 

shops to creating better sport- 
ing facilities. The Naafi Coun- 
cil has stated its commitment 
to ensuring the knock-on effect 
is minimal. 

Following the decision by 
the Ministry of Defence to 
award the food supply contract 
to Booker Foodservice Group, 

Naafi is to focus on its tradi- 
tional core business of shops, 
clubs, the Expeditionary 
Forces Institute (EFI) and 
naval canteen services. But, 
with the lost contract account- 
ing for a quarter of Naafi's 
turnover, 2,000 jobs are to go 
at depots in Wiltshire and Not- 
tinghamshire and at Kempen, 
Germany. 

EFI canteens used by uoops 
in operational areas such as 
Bosnia will remain unaffected 
by the switch to Booker. 

Targets exceeded 
In concennating on clubs 

and convenience shops, Naafi 
will be looking to build on the 
progress it has made following 
conversions to outlets at Bices- 
ter, mitage Blandford, and Catterick, Bovington, where Her- 

sales targets are said to have 
been dramatically exceeded. 

The Silver Horse pub at 
Hazebrouck Barracks, Arbor- 

field, an experimental joint 
venture with Scottish Courage 
Brewers, has been described as 
an outstanding success since it 
opened in December. Both 
shop and pub developments 
are part of a major restrucNr- 
ing of Naafi following an inde- 
pendent review. 

Another strand is Naafi's 
financial services operation 
which will continue through 
the creation of a new company, 
Warrior Group plc, in parmer- 
ship with banking institutions. 

Booker is to take over on 
October 1 for a five-year 
period. The announcement by 
Armed Forces Minister 
Nicholas Soames on January 
28 said the contract covered 
the purchase, warehousing and 
distribution of food supplies 
for the Armed Forces in the 
UK and Germany, and the 
needs of ships, exercises and 
operations worldwide. 
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KNITE LINK LIGHT SYSTEM 
Aireshelta's revolutionary new lighting system 1lOV. 22OV or 240V, 36 watt compact fluorescent 
lights with tripod will give you extensive floodlighting capacity with minimum energy consumption. 
Each lamp consumes only 36 watts. The light output is better than a 500 watt Tungsten equivalent, 
with up to 50% more usable light and up to 2076 larger footprint than any other similar 
also cold to the touch. Each element is able to give you 5000 hours of life. 
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.----------------_ 
our Representative will call at your 

request. Ring (01 727) 841321 - 
Fax (01 727) 831 462 or write br details Lo: 

27.0 Hatfield Road, St A h s ,  Herk All 4LW 

I 
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I Pleose slote your parllculor requirements below 

......... ................... ..... L--- -----------_ ~ - 

I 
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who served in the Gulf War do the Fnnchtroopr. 
not appear io have auftered The French authorities have 
symptoms similar to those of Siovak, Danish, American and tective immunisation against also advlsnd that their troops 
other nations h M  been given did not use organophosphate 

E 
n inthc 

I r n  1 A Ci 
aryl6whysymptomrof illness 
were app.srlng among Czech, 

Brltlah MidiMS but not, appar- 

“did not give their troops, as I 
understand It. any form of pro- 

anher chemical or bioioglcai 
by Defence Minister Esri Howe. entlyt among Fmnch troop.. wn-. 1 pesticides or Instacticides 

Lord Wllllms of Elvel asked in reply, Defence Minister “Nerve agent prs-tnalment during the Gulf War.” I 
lUnits told to search for’ 
Gulf War jab records 

How Can You Be Sure It’s a Good One? ~ 

. 14 day no quibble exchange 
Free RAC inspection and report 
Insurance write-off check 
Fully comprehensive warranty 
UWEurope breakdown membership 
Lower monthly payment finance scheme 
Special offers 
Discounted insurance premium 
Instant maximum No Claims Bonus’ 
Complete list and photo service 
Reservation for up to 3 months - Delivery to the destination of your choice 
30 year reputation for fair dealing 

Now, like the majority of our customers, you can order 
your car unseen with total confidence by post, phone, 
fax or personal visit - We Guarantee It! 

. 
Natocam will provide you with the safest mute to your 
next quality guaranteed used car, with these benefits: 

1 

intsmled In a naw lnlials ~ 
I Rank 
I Surname , Address 

TOCARS 
-A Rewading Expdence - 

Fax 01278 4 5 0 8 9 ~  
WYlds Road * Bridgwater * Sameme: * TA6 40G. 

Tel. 01278 455555 

I Ad- ’ 

I 

I l i  
I Telephone. Home: 

I Delivery date required: 
Work: E#n: __ 

I 
I I would like to cmtidor: (Pleal ick) 

Part Exchange 0 I Deposit Savings Plan U I 

‘ Finance Plans 0 Discount Insurance 0 I 
I 
I 
I Wyldr Road * Bndgwaier Somerset * TA6 400. 

Tel. 01278 455555 Fax 01278 450396 

TOCARS 
I 

l i l  

!NAPS ‘not qiven’ to French troops in war 

UNITS which served in the 
Gulf War have been told to dig 
out any nominal rolls used to 
record the names of troops 
who received inodatiotw in 
the desert. 
There is evidence to suggest 

that many units deployed to 
Saudi Arabia used the rolls as a 
method of recording the infor- 
mation. 

In the light of major parlia- 
mentary and public interest in 
Gulf War medical records, the 
Ministry of Defence has 
insuucted that an “intensive 
search” be conducted to ideu- 
tify nominal rolls held at unit 
level. 

Main headquarters have 
been ordered ro organise 
searches of rear parties and 
rear HQs for documents. 
Headquarters have also been 
told to identify any units which 
do not respond to the signal. 

Anned Forces Minister 
Nicholas Soames said in a 
Commons written reply to a 
question from Shadow Defence 
Secretary Dr David Clark that 
Gulf War vaccination details 
should have been copied from 
the rolls on to the medical 
record form FMed44, and on 
to BMed27 where available. 

“Unfortunately in many 
cases transcription of the rele- 
vant details has not taken 
place,” he said. “Some nomi- 
nal rolls have also been lost or 
destroyed since the conflict. 

“A search has now been ini- 
tiated for any surviving nomi- 
nal rolls, and medical records 
of Gutf veterans which are cur- 
rently incomplete will be 

Czech Republic Foreign Minister MilfollV vybaty 
piesmts Cpl A I h  Belton with the Czech Pea- 
keeping Medal at HQ MND (SW) in Bsnja Luka, 
Bornia. The medal, which was also presented to 
Mal Gen Evaiyn WabbCarter, Brlg Davld LeaW, 
Maj Geoge Lowder and Mal Tlm Kidwell, was for 

1. That every Serviceman or Ex-Services Mental Weifare updated to a more acceptable 
standard wherever possible.” woman, on discharge, be given Society. 

InafurtherreplyMrSoames a copy of his or her medical 4. A unit similar to that 
said that faodly doctors were record and advised to hand it established to diagnose and 
not charged tot copies of Ser- to their new GP on registra- monitor Gulf War illnesses be 

established as a permanent fix- vice medical records to help tion. 
2. A veterans’ register, and ture to assist GPs with the them treat patients but patients 

themselves were charged g 0  registry service, be initiated mament  of problems arising 
plus lop per sheet. immediately for all Service ftom ex-Service people and 

5. &-Service personnel of Mr Soames, the Royal thosewho jointhereafter. 
British Legion has submitted a 3. Those suffering from required to attend MoD-spon- 
five-point plan on how medical Post-Traumatic Spess Dimr- d medical examinations 
provisionforpeopleleavingthe der W S D )  on discharge should receive travel warrants 
Services could be improved. should, with their approval, be and accommodation costs. 

automatically referred to the 0 See Around the H O W ,  PaSe 7 

their Contribution to the pesa opwatlon while 
wor&lng wtm Cwch f o r m  in Bosnia. 

0 A Memorandum of Understanding between 
Britain and tha Czech Republic waa signed in 
London by Defence secretary Mkhad Portlilo and 
Or Miioslav Vyborny, the Czech Defence Minister. 

Meanwhile, at the invitation personnel serving today and their families. 

RBL recommendations are: 

Managing Edttor Chris Honocks 2355 Ediior John Eliiott 2356 Aaslstant Edltors Laurie Manton 2362 Phi1 Wiicox 2169 
Picture Edltor Terry Champion 2357 Photographer Mike Weston 2357 Ari Edltor Le8 Gwyer 2189 Librarian Gerard Sutton 
2351 Advertising 2352 Accounts I Distributlon Janice Heal 2353 Fax 2356 E-mail solmag 0 maii.army.mod.uk 



CHEROKEE 

SCE JEEPLINE DIRECT 

111: UK 11117 24201a 
U( 01867 244844 (we’ll call you right back) 
................... .... ....................... .... __._, 

I 
I I [SCE N P ~ C  

Title/Rurk: I 

.----------------_ 
our Representative will call at your 

request. Ring (01 727) 841321 - 
Fax (01 727) 831 462 or write br details Lo: 

27.0 Hatfield Road, St A h s ,  Herk All 4LW 

I 
I 

..................... 

I Pleose slote your parllculor requirements below 

......... ................... ..... L--- -----------_ ~ - 

I 
Y 

who served in the Gulf War do the Fnnchtroopr. 
not appear io have auftered The French authorities have 
symptoms similar to those of Siovak, Danish, American and tective immunisation against also advlsnd that their troops 
other nations h M  been given did not use organophosphate 

E 
n inthc 

I r n  1 A Ci 
aryl6whysymptomrof illness 
were app.srlng among Czech, 

Brltlah MidiMS but not, appar- 

“did not give their troops, as I 
understand It. any form of pro- 

anher chemical or bioioglcai 
by Defence Minister Esri Howe. entlyt among Fmnch troop.. wn-. 1 pesticides or Instacticides 

Lord Wllllms of Elvel asked in reply, Defence Minister “Nerve agent prs-tnalment during the Gulf War.” I 
lUnits told to search for’ 
Gulf War jab records 

How Can You Be Sure It’s a Good One? ~ 

. 14 day no quibble exchange 
Free RAC inspection and report 
Insurance write-off check 
Fully comprehensive warranty 
UWEurope breakdown membership 
Lower monthly payment finance scheme 
Special offers 
Discounted insurance premium 
Instant maximum No Claims Bonus’ 
Complete list and photo service 
Reservation for up to 3 months - Delivery to the destination of your choice 
30 year reputation for fair dealing 

Now, like the majority of our customers, you can order 
your car unseen with total confidence by post, phone, 
fax or personal visit - We Guarantee It! 

. 
Natocam will provide you with the safest mute to your 
next quality guaranteed used car, with these benefits: 

1 

intsmled In a naw lnlials ~ 
I Rank 
I Surname , Address 

TOCARS 
-A Rewading Expdence - 

Fax 01278 4 5 0 8 9 ~  
WYlds Road * Bridgwater * Sameme: * TA6 40G. 

Tel. 01278 455555 

I Ad- ’ 

I 

I l i  
I Telephone. Home: 

I Delivery date required: 
Work: E#n: __ 

I 
I I would like to cmtidor: (Pleal ick) 

Part Exchange 0 I Deposit Savings Plan U I 

‘ Finance Plans 0 Discount Insurance 0 I 
I 
I 
I Wyldr Road * Bndgwaier Somerset * TA6 400. 

Tel. 01278 455555 Fax 01278 450396 

TOCARS 
I 

l i l  

!NAPS ‘not qiven’ to French troops in war 

UNITS which served in the 
Gulf War have been told to dig 
out any nominal rolls used to 
record the names of troops 
who received inodatiotw in 
the desert. 
There is evidence to suggest 

that many units deployed to 
Saudi Arabia used the rolls as a 
method of recording the infor- 
mation. 

In the light of major parlia- 
mentary and public interest in 
Gulf War medical records, the 
Ministry of Defence has 
insuucted that an “intensive 
search” be conducted to ideu- 
tify nominal rolls held at unit 
level. 

Main headquarters have 
been ordered ro organise 
searches of rear parties and 
rear HQs for documents. 
Headquarters have also been 
told to identify any units which 
do not respond to the signal. 

Anned Forces Minister 
Nicholas Soames said in a 
Commons written reply to a 
question from Shadow Defence 
Secretary Dr David Clark that 
Gulf War vaccination details 
should have been copied from 
the rolls on to the medical 
record form FMed44, and on 
to BMed27 where available. 

“Unfortunately in many 
cases transcription of the rele- 
vant details has not taken 
place,” he said. “Some nomi- 
nal rolls have also been lost or 
destroyed since the conflict. 

“A search has now been ini- 
tiated for any surviving nomi- 
nal rolls, and medical records 
of Gutf veterans which are cur- 
rently incomplete will be 

Czech Republic Foreign Minister MilfollV vybaty 
piesmts Cpl A I h  Belton with the Czech Pea- 
keeping Medal at HQ MND (SW) in Bsnja Luka, 
Bornia. The medal, which was also presented to 
Mal Gen Evaiyn WabbCarter, Brlg Davld LeaW, 
Maj Geoge Lowder and Mal Tlm Kidwell, was for 

1. That every Serviceman or Ex-Services Mental Weifare updated to a more acceptable 
standard wherever possible.” woman, on discharge, be given Society. 

InafurtherreplyMrSoames a copy of his or her medical 4. A unit similar to that 
said that faodly doctors were record and advised to hand it established to diagnose and 
not charged tot copies of Ser- to their new GP on registra- monitor Gulf War illnesses be 

established as a permanent fix- vice medical records to help tion. 
2. A veterans’ register, and ture to assist GPs with the them treat patients but patients 

themselves were charged g 0  registry service, be initiated mament  of problems arising 
plus lop per sheet. immediately for all Service ftom ex-Service people and 

5. &-Service personnel of Mr Soames, the Royal thosewho jointhereafter. 
British Legion has submitted a 3. Those suffering from required to attend MoD-spon- 
five-point plan on how medical Post-Traumatic Spess Dimr- d medical examinations 
provisionforpeopleleavingthe der W S D )  on discharge should receive travel warrants 
Services could be improved. should, with their approval, be and accommodation costs. 

automatically referred to the 0 See Around the H O W ,  PaSe 7 

their Contribution to the pesa opwatlon while 
wor&lng wtm Cwch f o r m  in Bosnia. 

0 A Memorandum of Understanding between 
Britain and tha Czech Republic waa signed in 
London by Defence secretary Mkhad Portlilo and 
Or Miioslav Vyborny, the Czech Defence Minister. 

Meanwhile, at the invitation personnel serving today and their families. 

RBL recommendations are: 

Managing Edttor Chris Honocks 2355 Ediior John Eliiott 2356 Aaslstant Edltors Laurie Manton 2362 Phi1 Wiicox 2169 
Picture Edltor Terry Champion 2357 Photographer Mike Weston 2357 Ari Edltor Le8 Gwyer 2189 Librarian Gerard Sutton 
2351 Advertising 2352 Accounts I Distributlon Janice Heal 2353 Fax 2356 E-mail solmag 0 maii.army.mod.uk 



ESSENTIAL 
KlTm B9m99m 

New CGS takes up appointment 
GEN Sir Roger Wheeler began become Chief of the Defence Command by Lt Gen Sir 
his appointment as Chief of the Staff on the redffment of Fd Michael Walker, who took up 

the appointment at his Wilton General Staff on February 3, Mssshal Sir Peter Inge. 
Gen Wheeler w a k  succeeded headquarters on January 30 in taking over from Gen Sir 

1 Charles Guthrie who is to as Commander-in-Chief Land the rank of general. 

Put Computers To Work For 
Your Future With a 

28 Day Resettlement Course 
in 

City Q Guilds Level 2 Qualification 
No p i o u s  experimce required 

Mpdmum of 8 delegates per c o w  
tactical Training by constructing a Pentium compum which you keep 

Cost c o d  by msatlement h d b g  

+ Computer Maintenance + 

+Journalism & The Media + 

+ The Media Photogra her's Course + 
Apple Macintosh based training on Journalism & 

Newsgathering techniques 
City & Guilds Qualihation 

Hands On appmach g i v i i  you E a  t hmd experience 
of the life of a working ohotmmher 

13U 
__.__ di Defence 

festrninster 

Veterans' 
unit still 
an option 

Motorola w80 ~ 9 . ~ 9  
Ewduslve to HM For- 

$r No deposit 
$r Use in over 50 countries 
$r Per second billing 
9r Digital quality 
Ik Instant credit pass 
For further details and mall order CALL TODAY 

Ol2b2316222 

A FRESH proposal by the Roya 
British Legion for an ex-Servin 
atfairs unn as a focal point fo 
veterans' problems is being con 
suered by the Government. 

Announcing this SI the end o 
a Lords debate on January 16 
Defence Minister Earl Howe sak 
ex-Service organisations wouk 
be msulted. 

He said he undentood the 
RBL did nd see the pmposec 
unit as dealing directly with lndl. 
viduals' Drdinatlng proMems point, on but behan as a M) 01 

appropriate ministries. available 
Lo help exserrice organipations. 

An RBL proposal for a speaa 
jepamnenttodeal$+ith veterans 
4 f a r e  had been considered by 
the Government to be unneces. 
Bdly bureaucratk, he said. 
3aroness At the Dean start of of Thomton-le the debate 

:ylde had called for a special 
lefenc~ Ministry unit, with a 
iesignated minister, to look afwf 
he lntmui  of ex-Servicemen 
uwlmenandth4rdependams. 

As an RBL representative. 
.ord Molloy said the organisa- 
ion'slhinking w a s  for an ex-Sar- 
rim umt within MOD or the DSS 
vhich would co-operate with 
ind advise all depariments. 

OMBUDSMAN 
Lord Freybrg favoured the 

Ippoimment of an mt#z&nm 
atherm a ninlsw. 

Earl Haig, the First WoM War 
Wd marshals SM. tdd peets: "I 
:now ex-Servicemen who are 
vamlering the streets unable to 
ind the help which is available 1 
inly they knew where to hnd n: 

0 2 0  
Delays n the award of war 

imsions lor veterans who are ill 
IS a resun of Gun War service 
vere explained in the Lords by 
boa1 Security Minister Lord 
dackay of Ardbrecknish. 

Replying to the Countess of 
kron January 27, he said de& 
l m s  w m  taking h g e l  because 
I f  Ill-defined symptom8 and the 
me taken to ass- medical and 
ewka W n c e .  SIep had been 
iken to speed the process. 

Later he said about 180 
laims relating to 111ne86 con- 
~ecled wlth the Gull War had 
men awarded. 

8 

-MOBlL 4l€wMww THE B G hLTYORK 111 J 
Snap shot: Cpl Jaeon Wtf of tha 1.t Bathnon, The 
Parachute Ragltnsm explalna the finer polnta ol 
lheL9(1anlperrfllsto Lt OenJacqvwBaon,wm- 
mandar ot tha French Form DActlon Rapida. 

Durlng a day in Aidsnhor, asl VI wlkd on 6 
Almrne Brigadnand vleltedd.t(ltlcayplay. put on 
by 1 Rn and 216 Pam Si# Oqn. H. took a keen 
Inter#( In waapon system wul by me br1g.de. 

gate Street, Olaucester 

GETTING THERE SHOULDNT BE HALF THE BATTLE - IT GHflll1.n RF HAIF 

A NHS treats soldiers to cut I military hospital waiting 
namely the significant number 
of military medical staff going 
to Bosnia, especidlynow t h e  
ie an ongoing commianent 
there, recruiting difhlt ies 
and the recent ce-organisation 
of the Defence Medid Ser- 
vice - has led to the build-up of 
waiting lints. Military patients 
being mated are mainly 

orthopaedic cases, although 
there will be some rheumatol- 
ogy, ENT and general mwgezy. 

The initiative, result of dose 
co-operation between the 
Defence Secondary Care 
Agency and the National 
Health service, should enable 
patients to be restored more 
quickly to operational fimess. 

UP to 1300 military patients 
are being treated until the end 
of Mssch under a special 
srrangemmt introduced to 
reduce the waiting times at 
military hospitals. 

Started at the end of last 
month, the one-off initiative is 
designed to reduce the time 
that military personnel have to 
wait for trearment, by allow-ing 
those currently on the waitin8 
list to be treated by two 
National Health Service nysts, 
at Portsmouth and Coventry 

The MOD has been assured 
the scheme will have no detri- 
mental effect on the le+ of 
time civilian patients will have 
to wait at those hospitals. 

A combination of factors - 

below Its eatabiishmant of 
S9,WO on April 1 , l  D98. - Psr- 

t 

New guard force on trial 
A PILOT s&e to replace 
MOD Police (MDP) with Mili- 
tary PmVMlt Guard Service 
(MPGS) soldiers is to start in 
April u t  four mal sites. 

Recruiting has begun for the 
new service, which will initially 
involve 188 soldiers providing 
snned security at Chicksands, 
Chilwell-Chenvynd Barracks, 
BOD DoMington and Land 
Command, Wilton, establish- 
ments which represenr a spec- - of units within the UK. 

M P G S  staffwill cany out the 
function8 of the station guard, 
including the quick reacrion 
force. They will be able to make 
random searches and some will 
be trained to handle doe. 

If the Pial is successful, 
MPGS soldiers, equipped with 
SA80 d e s ,  would replace 
MDP personnel at other mili- 
tary locations where police 
officers ate c 
armed guarding rather than 
constabulary duties. 

L 'IR I! Cheques made poyoble to: Service Spork (Wetheroy, 
PO BOX 115, Wetherby, West Yorks 1.~22 ~ X S  
101: ++a (0) 1937 587465 Fox: ++U (0) 1937 580982 

You can pay by Access, Mostercord 
Visa or cheque with order 
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New CGS takes up appointment 
GEN Sir Roger Wheeler began become Chief of the Defence Command by Lt Gen Sir 
his appointment as Chief of the Staff on the redffment of Fd Michael Walker, who took up 

the appointment at his Wilton General Staff on February 3, Mssshal Sir Peter Inge. 
Gen Wheeler w a k  succeeded headquarters on January 30 in taking over from Gen Sir 

1 Charles Guthrie who is to as Commander-in-Chief Land the rank of general. 

Put Computers To Work For 
Your Future With a 

28 Day Resettlement Course 
in 

City Q Guilds Level 2 Qualification 
No p i o u s  experimce required 

Mpdmum of 8 delegates per c o w  
tactical Training by constructing a Pentium compum which you keep 

Cost c o d  by msatlement h d b g  

+ Computer Maintenance + 

+Journalism & The Media + 

+ The Media Photogra her's Course + 
Apple Macintosh based training on Journalism & 

Newsgathering techniques 
City & Guilds Qualihation 

Hands On appmach g i v i i  you E a  t hmd experience 
of the life of a working ohotmmher 

13U 
__.__ di Defence 

festrninster 

Veterans' 
unit still 
an option 

Motorola w80 ~ 9 . ~ 9  
Ewduslve to HM For- 

$r No deposit 
$r Use in over 50 countries 
$r Per second billing 
9r Digital quality 
Ik Instant credit pass 
For further details and mall order CALL TODAY 

Ol2b2316222 

A FRESH proposal by the Roya 
British Legion for an ex-Servin 
atfairs unn as a focal point fo 
veterans' problems is being con 
suered by the Government. 

Announcing this SI the end o 
a Lords debate on January 16 
Defence Minister Earl Howe sak 
ex-Service organisations wouk 
be msulted. 

He said he undentood the 
RBL did nd see the pmposec 
unit as dealing directly with lndl. 
viduals' Drdinatlng proMems point, on but behan as a M) 01 

appropriate ministries. available 
Lo help exserrice organipations. 

An RBL proposal for a speaa 
jepamnenttodeal$+ith veterans 
4 f a r e  had been considered by 
the Government to be unneces. 
Bdly bureaucratk, he said. 
3aroness At the Dean start of of Thomton-le the debate 

:ylde had called for a special 
lefenc~ Ministry unit, with a 
iesignated minister, to look afwf 
he lntmui  of ex-Servicemen 
uwlmenandth4rdependams. 

As an RBL representative. 
.ord Molloy said the organisa- 
ion'slhinking w a s  for an ex-Sar- 
rim umt within MOD or the DSS 
vhich would co-operate with 
ind advise all depariments. 

OMBUDSMAN 
Lord Freybrg favoured the 

Ippoimment of an mt#z&nm 
atherm a ninlsw. 

Earl Haig, the First WoM War 
Wd marshals SM. tdd peets: "I 
:now ex-Servicemen who are 
vamlering the streets unable to 
ind the help which is available 1 
inly they knew where to hnd n: 

0 2 0  
Delays n the award of war 

imsions lor veterans who are ill 
IS a resun of Gun War service 
vere explained in the Lords by 
boa1 Security Minister Lord 
dackay of Ardbrecknish. 

Replying to the Countess of 
kron January 27, he said de& 
l m s  w m  taking h g e l  because 
I f  Ill-defined symptom8 and the 
me taken to ass- medical and 
ewka W n c e .  SIep had been 
iken to speed the process. 

Later he said about 180 
laims relating to 111ne86 con- 
~ecled wlth the Gull War had 
men awarded. 

8 

-MOBlL 4l€wMww THE B G hLTYORK 111 J 
Snap shot: Cpl Jaeon Wtf of tha 1.t Bathnon, The 
Parachute Ragltnsm explalna the finer polnta ol 
lheL9(1anlperrfllsto Lt OenJacqvwBaon,wm- 
mandar ot tha French Form DActlon Rapida. 

Durlng a day in Aidsnhor, asl VI wlkd on 6 
Almrne Brigadnand vleltedd.t(ltlcayplay. put on 
by 1 Rn and 216 Pam Si# Oqn. H. took a keen 
Inter#( In waapon system wul by me br1g.de. 

gate Street, Olaucester 

GETTING THERE SHOULDNT BE HALF THE BATTLE - IT GHflll1.n RF HAIF 

A NHS treats soldiers to cut I military hospital waiting 
namely the significant number 
of military medical staff going 
to Bosnia, especidlynow t h e  
ie an ongoing commianent 
there, recruiting difhlt ies 
and the recent ce-organisation 
of the Defence Medid Ser- 
vice - has led to the build-up of 
waiting lints. Military patients 
being mated are mainly 

orthopaedic cases, although 
there will be some rheumatol- 
ogy, ENT and general mwgezy. 

The initiative, result of dose 
co-operation between the 
Defence Secondary Care 
Agency and the National 
Health service, should enable 
patients to be restored more 
quickly to operational fimess. 

UP to 1300 military patients 
are being treated until the end 
of Mssch under a special 
srrangemmt introduced to 
reduce the waiting times at 
military hospitals. 

Started at the end of last 
month, the one-off initiative is 
designed to reduce the time 
that military personnel have to 
wait for trearment, by allow-ing 
those currently on the waitin8 
list to be treated by two 
National Health Service nysts, 
at Portsmouth and Coventry 

The MOD has been assured 
the scheme will have no detri- 
mental effect on the le+ of 
time civilian patients will have 
to wait at those hospitals. 

A combination of factors - 

below Its eatabiishmant of 
S9,WO on April 1 , l  D98. - Psr- 
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New guard force on trial 
A PILOT s&e to replace 
MOD Police (MDP) with Mili- 
tary PmVMlt Guard Service 
(MPGS) soldiers is to start in 
April u t  four mal sites. 

Recruiting has begun for the 
new service, which will initially 
involve 188 soldiers providing 
snned security at Chicksands, 
Chilwell-Chenvynd Barracks, 
BOD DoMington and Land 
Command, Wilton, establish- 
ments which represenr a spec- - of units within the UK. 

M P G S  staffwill cany out the 
function8 of the station guard, 
including the quick reacrion 
force. They will be able to make 
random searches and some will 
be trained to handle doe. 

If the Pial is successful, 
MPGS soldiers, equipped with 
SA80 d e s ,  would replace 
MDP personnel at other mili- 
tary locations where police 
officers ate c 
armed guarding rather than 
constabulary duties. 
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Museum of Army 
Transport to close 

Atlantic 
rowers 
pulling 
together 
for RNLI Rabies ' t  

t '  
test 'not 
reliable# 

-=#.- ~ I I Y  VI_--. r v ~ m  m-8, LU nagn~ mr= ms LU~U mayor or ~vverpoo~, LIII rrann uoran, LI oie marry, zno 
John Russell, and the Lord Mayor of Manchester, Cllr Derek Shaw at Alexander Barracks, Dhekelia 

Kings belt lwoman 
rescued 
M E  Devld Stewart of Th 
Royal Irleh Reglmant jump 
Into en Ulster rlver to save 
woman from dmrvnlnp. 
He WO8 on ChWkplnt d 

when he saw the woman 
from a brldga Into the Laga 
et Llebum, CO Antrlm. Sh 
wns taken to hospital. 

style up in I- 
f I . 

- 
Sinna Is --am .-.- 
flag up 
RAF link 

A large number of mefans 

IN e survey conducted alnw looz 3,600 Ntum to d a  

MPs in 
Bosnia 

hNaafi goes back to basics I 

8 I 



Welcome Cadet vision in 
to the step with times Big Apple 

i s  instructors understand thet 
Wse are me aims all will be weii. 

A predictable response mine 
fnnn the gukmntmi lobby. cadets 
WOUM be traioed to mainbin 
w6apUns and the possible effects 
ofthis are hard to predlct. 

i am reminded of an experl- 
ment by one poltce eumOrity to 
reduce car crime. It set WO a 

THE aggeslm thet most schools 
should run a m& corps has 
thrown up interesting reactions. 

Setting aside who should pay 
for the acheme. the majnprobiem 
for me is the suggestion that R 
would somehow reduce crime. 
Even if you accept the ikka that 
most young people are violent 
and mindless - I don't - would the ~~~ .. ~ ~ ... 
Army want to attract the type7 sohame so youngsters WM lea& 

There is a feeling among civil- car maintenance and drive off- 
ianobserversthatyoungmenand road.C&raimefigureswentdown. 
women undergo a magical trans- M!&t it not be possible that, by 
formation once they don a uni- mlning young people to use 
form . . . when a Serviceman potentially lethal weapons in a 
breaks the rules it makes head- controlled envimnment, indruc- 

t instil in them a realistic 
anitude to guns? 

Finally, there is the 
qusstbn of patrio- 
tism. It has been sup 
gesred that a cadet 
cows m i d  encour- 
age young people to 
feel more patriotic 
a dangerous argu- 
ment. Try to define 
the British character 

young criminals into and you will tind your- 
shape is doing the self ensnared in a 
Army a disservice. minefield of preju- 

On the other hand, dices. And what 
youngsters do benefit from disci- about Europe? The real i i  is that 
pline, both external - imposed by B M i  is a patt of Eumpe and 
a system - and internal, that is. young increasingly see 
self-discipline. As a teacher I saw 
this vividly. in some schools the 
children were uncontrolled and 
unfwsed. In other schools. 
where the head showed strong 
leadership, children were cheerful 
and self-motivated. 

Giving more of them a chance 
lo experience a Glscipiined envi- 
ronment would, in my opinion, be 
P positive step. But i suspect 
some older folk are conjuring up 
visions of ranks of subversive 
iuveniles drilling and being hout- 
ad at by instructors. 

The wisest definition, I think, 
=me from Defence Secretary 
Wichaei Porliiio, who said that 
r d e t  corps "make young penpie 
team players, give them self- 
3steem and satisfy their love of 
Idventure. For some young 
mopie they point the way to a 
:areer in the military, for others 
:hey simply lead them to know 
nore about themseives.' As long 

LOOKiNG for somewhere afford- 
able. clean and safe to stay in New 
York? 

The Soldiers'. Sailors' and Air- 
mens' Club. which has been "serv- 
ing the men and women of the 
United States Armed Services and 
itsfriendly Allies" since 1919, isstiii 
very much alive in the city to pro- 
vide accommodation. 

Situated in lower midtown Man- 
hattan, close to the theatre district, 
Empire State Building and the 
United Nations Plaza, the club is 
open to active officers and retired 
military personnel of ail ranks, their 
dependants and guests. 

A non-profit organisation sup- 
ported by private donations, the 
club was founded by Corneiia 
Barnes Rogers with the help of 
Gen John J Pershing, with whose 
Expeditionary Forces she served 
overseas in 1917 as a civilian 
ambulance driver. 

its aim was, and is, to provide a 
clean, safe environment for the 
Service and ex-Service communi- 
ty. The SSAC rents beds, not 
rooms. Rooms fail into a variety of 
configurations, ranging from two 
beds for a couple, or guests book- 
ing as a party of two, to three- and 
four-bed rooms. 

Prices range from $25 (€15.80) 
to $40 a night. 

Details from Col (Retd) John T 
Barber, the clubs executive direc- 
tor, at 283 Lexington Avenue, New 
York, New York 10016, tel (212) 
683-4354. fax 4374. 

Boarding benefit 
0 Average number of Armed 
Forces officers whose children 
benefited from boarding school 
allowance during 1995-96 was 
4,340. The figure for other ranks 
was 2,525. 

FAMlLiESTn the Edinburgh Garri- 
son have a Good Samaritan to 
thank in the form of John Horse- 
iield of the Royal Caledonian 
Schools Educational Trust. 

Two-and-a-half months ago he 
visited Scotland on a fact-finding 
mission. 

His goal was to gain first-hand 
experience of what life is like for 
children of serving soldiers from 
within the Scottish Division, with a 
view to giving assistance in the 
form of a grant from the trust. 

Accompanied throughout his 
Visit by Lt Col Andy Middiemiss. 
the divisional colonel, his first port 
of call was to the new community 
centre based in Dreghorn Bar- 
racks, where he met Maj 
(Retd) Bob McDonald, 
WSO Edinburgh, and 
community organiser 
Norray Tuiioch. 

The potential benefac- 
tor was briefed on some of 
the major anxieties which 
Service families and their 
Zhildren face by Lt David 
Oregson. Unit Families' 
3fficer, 1st Battalion, The 
King's Own Scottish Bor- 
derers. before stopping at 
the pre-nursery school 
snd creche on the 
Dreghorn estate. 

Group supervisor Jane 
Jewiss and colleague Pat 
Sault explained to him the 
iroblems which occurred 
n the running of the nurs- 
ery- particulariythe short- 
fails of equipment. 

Three weeks later, a 
:heque arrived for f5,950. 
if which f4,500 was for 

eoJcational an0 spans eqdipmenl 
lor tne centre. €700 tor toys and 
equpmeni lor !he pre-nmery 
school, ana €750 for sim ar tems 
for !he creche 

Born oi !he latter estab.ish- 
menis Here asKed io retain €500 
asa top4ptJnofromihegrantsto 
pay tne staff dJring limes when 
tne fac I es WOL~O normally close 
iemporar y, sJch as *hen awaii. 
tmg a new nfhx of lam es 

in effect. tn s means tnai ihey 
can no* provloe tne SeNce 
tnro-gnod tne year 

Tne graiel. famhes are to 
recognse the oonalion by placing 
mass paqlres on eacn of the 
bd, dinas invo ved 

lines, 
While we should be 

thankful that the Amy 
is a bastion of tradi- 
tional vaiues, there is 
no point in being 
unrealistic. Service 
P~OQIB are prone to 
the same mishaps as 
civilians. 

Suggesting that a 
cadet corps would lick 

tors mighl 

i 
themiekes as a part bf that 
greater whole. 

The young are emotionally lii- 
erate in a way not sways under- 
stood by their eiders. They are 
exposed to a msdii extolling the 
virtues of self-knowledge and 
analysis. 

If a cadet corps is to attract 
their attention R must be sold in 
language they understand. Like it 
or loathe it, that language has to 
be free of some long-cherished 
words and phrases. 

it also has to offer them some 
thing more than the chance to 
turn themselves into weil- 
scrubbed objects of approval. 

Personally i think it wiii . , . but 
only if it is offered to them in a 
form they find attractive. 

0 Cari Roberts presents 
Counferpolnt on BFBS radlo. 
Write to her at BFBS, BFPO 
786; cl0 Soldier. 

SH, pictured with happy children from the Dreghorn estate's pre-nursery school and crhhe 

Nursery voucher scheme: the facts 
-which may only be used to con- 
tribute to the cost of education. 

Parents will need to apply forthe 
vouchers using forms sent to them 
via the Child Benefit Agency. 

First vouchers should now be 
available, ready for use in the 
summerterm. 

For families already based in 
the United Kingdom with eligible 
children at school (that is, not 
already over five years old). par- 
ents must obtain a voucher and 
give it to the school. 

As its money has been taken 
away to pay for the voucher, the 
school may not be able to con- 
tinue to offer a place to a child 
without one. 

The provisions apply to nursery 
and reception classes of State 

schools, as well as private nurs- 
eries and schools.' 

Parents with eligible children not 
yet in school must obtain a vouch- 
er and give it to the school which 
they want their child to attend: the 
school may not be able to offer a 
place to them without a voucher. 

if the Child Benefits Agency has 
not sent a voucher application 
form, parents are advised to 
request one. or talk to the school 
they wish their child to attend. 

Various rules will apply to 
changes of school: Army members 
whose posting will require a family 
move during term time will need to 
consider the timino of the move 

a voucher for a half or full term 
cannot be used again in another. 

Families moving back to the 
United Kingdom with children 
already in school should note that 
vouchers cannot be used outside 
the UK. 

Parents whose children are 
overseas - whether the latter are 
already, or not yet. in school - 
should still apply for a voucher, 
even though they cannot use it 
overseas, in case they are posted 
back to the UK. 

Gaining a place in a UK school 
is not guaranteed, but will be much 
more likely if the child already has 
a voucher. 

Further details on the voucher 
scheme are published in LAND- 
GRO 110-125. 
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ALL Army personnel whose fami- 
lies are in the United Kingdom are 
entitled to a voucher to contribute 
to the cost of education of children 
aged four. 

The nursery education voucher 
scheme, which became law in July 
last year, becomes effective in 
England and Wales on April 1 and 
at later. unspecified, dates in Scot- 
land and Northern Ireland. 

Under the scheme, vouchers 
will be needed from the beginning 
of the term after a child is four, until 
the end of the term during which he 
or she reaches the age of five. 

To be eligible, the child must 
attend for at least five half days a 
week at a school. playgroup or 
other educational establishment 
registered to redeem the vouchers 

Special needs seminar 
REVISED date for the SSAFA have a dependant with special 
Forces Help special needs semi- needs. 
nar is June 5 at the Union Jack Parents of a child with special 
Club in London. needs and adults with a disability 

Topics to be covered by speak- (or their partners) will have their 
ers Wil l  include Service accommo- expenses paid, including, where 
dation; Statementing procedures; necessary, accommodation on the 
specific needs of carers; and regu- night of June 4. 
iations covering posting and Details: tel SSAFA Forces Help 
careers of Service personnel who on 0171- 403 8783. 
10 

J Gen Bryan Dutton, Commander British Forces Hong Kong, vislts 
a stand at a job fair at Osborn Barracks, Kowloon Tong. More than 400 
soldiers from the Hong Kong Military Service Corps, due to be made 
redundant as the British Garrison draws down to June 30, took the 
opportunity to meet potential employers from 40 of the territory's top 
institutions, ranging from banks to security companies and hotels 

I 

carek y d ihey nave cn oren c g . 
ale lof  ihe YOJCherS 

Once pan y -se0 n one scnoo , 



When LCpl P&er Shephak 
learned that he will be deplaylng B 
Bosnia with The King's Royal HUS 
sars later this year, he was no 
entiraiy surprised to fbld that hi 
wou!d,, not for the first time, bj 
serving alongside his sister,, LCp I Julle.Brown. RLC. 

A Challenger tank crewman, 
Peter was serving in Northern Ire- 
land in 1994 when Julie was alSo 
posted on a six-month roulement 
tour of Belfast -to the same bar- 
racks, as a Land Rover driver for 
one of his squadron leaders. . . 

Last year, he was serving as part 
.of OPFOR on the Canadian prairie 
when his younger sister turned up 
as one of the DROPS drivers for 
the exercising armoured battle- 
group, The Queen's Royal .H.us- 

Now both brother and sister are 
once again due to be together in 
Bosnia in July. .. 

:he 
I Rhine? 

Among the m..... 
items which came 
under the hammer 
as part of a fund-raising appeal 
in aid of Wireless for the Blind 
and Project Orbis held by the 
Forces' radio station in Hong 
Kong were two rare (only 25 of 
each were signed) oommemora- 
tive covers. 

Donated by Maj Gen Bryan 
Dutton, Commander British 
Forces, and signed by him and 
Maj Gen Llu Zhenwhu, Com- 
mander of Hong Kong's future 
PLA Garrison, the covers, 
shown here by Cpl Sarah Quin- 
lan and WO Trevor Lawrence 
of the Postal and Courier Troop 
at Prince of Wales Barracks, 
raised $29,000. 

Neither of the rare items - 
one of which commemorated 
Maj Gen Lids visit to the British 
garrison last year, the other fea- 
turing an inscription for the PLA 
- has previously been released 
for general sale (See feature on 
pages 28/29). 

I I I  

for members of the 
Grenadier Guards 
Association, as a 
within plaque the is unveiled precincts of 

the Guild of St Seb- 
astian in Bruges to 

k the formation of 
regiment in the 

1 f m  century. 

Patrick M o e n w ,  
Burgomaster Bruges, watched of by 

Brig Evelyn Webb- 
C.aiter, Regimental 
Lieutenant Colonel 
Grenadier Guards and 
Wllly Van Poucke, 
Captain-General of the 
Guild of St Sebastian. 
known The guild as the isalso Archery 

Club - a favourite 
haunt of Ch.arles 11, 
who used to enjoy thgsport there when he was in exile, prior to the 
formation of the King's Royal Regiment of Guards in Flanders. 

In 1665, the regiment was united to the King's other Royal Regi- 
ment of Guards - raised m England after the Restoration -and 
which together are now known as the first or Grenadier Regiment 
of Foot Guards. 

I Doing,the honours is 

I I~~ - 

11 (GSM) John 
. ..ikney jokingly 
shows his uncer- 
tainty at assuming 
the responsibilities 
of GSM Rhine 
Area Support Unit 
from WO1 Jim 
Sweeney. Both 
are serving in t t  
Royal Artillery 

- 
d with the r 

a salute of thanks to members of 
Il-based 34 Field Hospital is Royal 
edical Corps veteran Victor Hlrst, a 

of Westminster Nursing Home in 

'' 3 

After Victor's service with the corps and 
the unfortunate loss of his Second World War 
medals had come to their attention during a 
community liaison vislt to the home, the unit 
"adopted" the former Desert Rat and, as well 
as a new RAMC beret, have now presented 
*'II with a new set of medals. 

I 
c 

i Swe's a creditable winner I I 
Y 

3f a seven-seater car from Andy 
Hewltt of Rover Tax Free Sales is Sue 
Corner, an auxiliary at Sir John Mogg 
3chool in Germany. 

Wife of Detmold-based REME 
Sergeant .Robe~l Corner, Heien had 
~Urchased two tickets for the BFBS 
jermany charity star car draw by credit 
:ad while shopping with a friend. 

Both women agreed that, if either 
icket proved a winner, they would 
;hare the car. With odds of 7,000 to 1, 
hat seemed a remote chance. 

However, since her friend, a nurse, is 
)ased some distance away in 
Isnabruck, she has agreed Sue's offer 
0 buy out her share. . . 

S 
t's all ir 
tand. . I i 

Maj John Geddes, who spent part of ._. ,ear in Bosnla, 
had plenty to discuss with Defence Secretary Michael Por- 
tlllo when the minister joined him and other members of a 
Territorial Army Joint Services Command and Staff College 
course for a mess tin lunch in a barn somewhere in deepest 
Hampshire. 

A former Royal Signals squadron commander at Abe 
deen, John is now a member of the Royal Artillery's Woc I wich-based Central Volunteer Headquarters. 



I - 2 a Y f i Y ~ k i  CASUALTY CELL GOES TO GREAT LENGTHS TO IDENTIFY SOLDIERS’ REMAINS-- 

THE PS4 Casualty and Compassionate leagues also implement a temporary 
cell at Upavon is manned 24 hours a day. retention scheme under which soldiers 
Ten civil servants deal with cases as they can apply to stay in the UK lor up to 12 
arise during normal working hours and months to resolve domestic or welfare 
four retired officers provide cover at problems. 
night and over weekends. “After carefully checkina the case. we 

If a parent, spouse or child is seriously 
ill or dies, staff at the cell arrange for the 
soldier to be brought back as soon as 
possible, using military trooping or civil- 
ian flights. 

Executive Officer Mandy Marks said 
the work is driven by events: every 
phone call provides a fresh challenge. 

“Getting people back can be compli- 
cated, especially if they are based some- 
where remote. Once we establish what 
the problem is, we signal the Joint Ser- 
vices Travel Centre which makes the 
necessary travel arrangements on our 
behalf. It is a well-tried and trusted 
system.’’ Mandy and her three col- 

would issue the authority for such a 
move and the soldier is then posted to a 
unit closer to home,” she said. 

In the event of a major war, a group of 
pre-selected officers and soldiers would 
be drafted in from other units to help 
staff a crisis cell which includes a com- 
puterised casualty-logging system. 4. 

I ’  

A S M W  cardboard box was all that was 
needed to store the personal effects of 27 
British First World War soldiers whose 
remains were found during excavation work 
on a building site near Arras in Northern 
France. 

Individual plastic bags contained uniform 
buttons, cap badges, regimental shoulder 
titles and a well-preserved leather belt. 

There was also a Victorian penny with a 
hole drilled in one edge to allow it to be 
worn on a cord around the wearer’s neck. It 
may have been a token of love or a lucky 
charm presented to the soldier by his wife or 
sweetheart. It was consigned with its owner 
to the bottom of a mass grave forgotten for 
80 years. 

Two civil servants donned surgical gloves 
before searching carefully for clues to the 
identities of the long-dead soldiers. 

Mandy Marks and George Papadopoul- 
10s are hardened to this sort of thing. They 
work for the British Army’s PS4 Casualty 
and Compassionate cell, part of the Direc- 
torate of Personal Services (Army), which 
recently re-located from Empress State 
Building in London to Upavon in Wiltshre. 

“We are responsible for the remains of all 
British soldiers uncovered,” said George. 

“The task ofidentifying the body, tracing 
next-of-kin and making final funeral 
arrangements falls to us. It is a protracted 
process which can take more than two years 
to close.” 

Although identification is impossible in 
some cases, Service and medical records 
and regimental war diaries often provide 
vital clues. 

Sometimes luck plays a part in the 
process. One set of Second World War 
remains unearthed by workmen proved 
particularly difficult because part of the 
skeleton was missing and there were few 
other clues on the site. 

After the date of burial had been elicited 
from local sources, a search of military 
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sions when it is too dangerous, for example, 
if the military hospital is in the middle of a 
war zone.” 

The other main function of the casualty 
cell is to repatriate bodies. If a soldier dies 
overseas, the cell arranges for the body to be 
flown back to the United Kingdom, where 
it will undergo a post-mortem. 

Normally, a coroner will open and 
adjourn the inquest while awaiting informa- 
tion from the military authorities. 

It can take up to 18 months for a case to 
be settled. 

“We follow them right through to the 
end,” saidIan. “Since 1992, copies ofArmy 
boards of inquiry have been released to 
next-of-kin. I am responsible for getting an 
officer to visit the family and hand over a 

... ,.  .. 

tioned how frightened he had been as a 
child of his uncle’s party trick - removing a 
plate of false teeth and playing with them. , , 

“We were able to make a positive identifi- 
cation and close the file on that particular 
casualty,” said Gcorge. 

Ian Matthews is a desk officer with the 

casualty cell. He monitors details of the 
three levels of Army casualties: seriously ill, 
very seriously ill and dead. 

“It is my job to ensure next-of-kin are 
notified as soon as possible,” he said “I 
arrange for dose relatives nf 
very seriously ill soldiers to 
be flown to visit their son or 
daughter, and organise flights, travel to the 
airport and accommodation. 

“We normally get them to the bedside in 
a matter of hours, but there may be occa- 

copy.” 
Ian and his colleagues have to react 

quickly to events and ensure their work is 
accurate. “It is interesting, but it can also 
be stressful dealing with distressed rela- 

tives,” he said. 
Last May, North Korea 

returned the remains of a 
British soldier killed during the Korean War. 
Although the regime has repamated Ameri- 
can war dead in the past, it was the first h e  
British remains had been handed over. 

Investigations have gone on ever since 
and a positive identification is believed to be 

j. 

records provided the breakthrough. couldn’t go on circumstantial evidence 
“It was a stroke of luck. When we alone. What was known, however, was that 

checked through the records, we discovered the remains included a clip-on plate bearing 
three false teeth.” 

were listed as missing,” explained George. Armed with this information, an officer 
called on two nephews of the man believed 

description given by the pathologist to be the dead soldier. While reminisc- 
seemed to match that of one indi- , ~- ing with the officer. one nmhew men- 

that of all the casualties that day, only three P 

“We called for all three files and the 

only weeks away. 
What of the remains of the 27 British sol- 

diers found at Arras? 
In the bags of personal effects, George 

and Mandy found two mud-encrusted 
identity tags. They will be taken to the Insti- 
tute of Archaeology in London to be X- 
rayed. It is hoped the process will reveal 
Army numbers and names, leading to the 
early identification of at least two more lost 
heroes of a war waged 80 years ago. 
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looks of the Tigra? 

and lively performance. 
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i m  the 
THOUSANDS of people have enjoyed the 
spectacular displays of the Red Diamonds 
free-fall parachute team since they were 
formed two years ago. 

Representing the 4th Battalion, The 
King's Own Royal Border Regiment, the 
Diamonds are one of only two Territorial 
Army parachute display groups. 

As their battalion carries out its recruit- 
ing from Cumbria and north Lancashire, 
the aerial daredevils have a particular affini- 
ty in the north, appearing at about 20 shows 
every summer. The 4th Battalion has com- 
pany bases in Carlisle, Workington, 
Barrow-in-Furness, Kendal and Lancaster. 

The free-fallers take their name from the 
red diamond bacldng to the Kings Own 
Border badge. The backing dates from the 
defeat of the French at the battle of h y o  

;dos Molinos on Ocmber 28, 1811, during 
the Peninsular Was. The Bhisish 34thiW- 

cordon off the DZ. Team leader is the com- 
manding officer, Lt Col Tom - ' ' 
founde~d the 
Red Diamonds 
in February 
1995. He has 
jumped in the 
past with the 
P a r a c h u t e  
R e g i m e n t ' s  

Above - Streamlng in: the Red DII 
mOnd6 at 12,Oooft 

Below -All togaher: Members of the 
Red Dlamondsfree-fall team meet Lt 
Gen Sir Hew Plke. From the lefl are 
Gen Pike, commandlng officer Lt Col 
Tom Cobley, WO2 Robble Bain, Sgt 
Geoff Wood, LCpl Mark Blanchard 
and Sgt Roger Walker 

I 
Red Devils and 
the Royal Air 
Force's Fal- 
cons. 

E n d o r s e d  
by both the 
Bri t ish a n d  
Army Pera- 
chute Assoda- 

3,500ft when the members turn away from 
each other before deploying their ram-air 
parachutes at 2,500ft. 

Once under canopy they form a stacl 
releasing smoke and suspended flags befoi- 
msking their landin@. 

Last year the Red Diamonds performed 
in front of Prince Edward at Greystoke 
Castle during the kale to the two-day 

st two years the Red Diamonds have 
,pu@tion throughout Cumbria, 
and Yorkshire, and are widely 
the North West's premier free- 

fallers. When the team goes into action it 
comprises four display iumpers and their 
ground support including a commentator, 
dmp zone safety officer, and personnel to 

Duke of Edinburgh's Award compemio 
Challenge 96 

Aim of the jumpers IS to promote the reg- 
iment; at every &splay the 4 Kmgs Own 
Border recNlMg team IS on hand to spread 
the message on the ground. 
club within the 4th Battalion 
other soldiers to qw@ to the 
they can be considered for Diamond statu' 

It obviously works, becwse the battalic 
has achieved a 102 per cent establishma 
and claims to be the best-recruited TA bat- 
talim in the Army. 
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I SPECIAL VIDEO VFFEK TO I READERS OF SOLDIER 
r333-f-3K4 TERRITORIAL ARMY TRANSPORT REGIMENT TESTED ON WAR FOOTING 
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I One of the biggest ' box office hitsof 
all time delivers 
the ultimate 
encounter when 

; powerful aliens 
i leunchan 

k ' invasion against \a \ the human rz 
1 :  
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RM SKILLS VALUED 
BY WARTIME ARMY 
IN peacetime, 150 (Yorkshire) Yorkshire would beof great valueto 
Transport Reglment RLC (V) has the Army In war. Volunteers were 
under command 216 Artlllety Sup recruited from the farms of the 
port Squadron based at Tynemouth Yorkshire Wolds and officially titled 
and 67 Stores Squadron In Norton. the Wagoners Special Reserve. 
it has an establishment of more A year later, in 1914, the Wolds 
than 1,000 all ranks, one of the Wagoners were mobilised, and six 
largest regiments in the Territorial weeks later they were in action 
Army's order of battle. overseas. 

The regiment traces its origins to Today the name is kept alive by 
the Wolds Wagoners formed by Sir 150 Regiment's motor-cycle dls- 
Mark Sykes of Sledmere in the East play team, which besldes appear- 
Riding In 1913. He suggested to the ing at many local and reglonal 
War Office that the skills and expe- shows, were seen at the Royal 
rience of the men working with Tournament and on national televl- 

I SODiER PRICE fl2.B 
~~ 

e ,!. 

Th 
R I  

R R P E 1 4 9 9  SOLDlERPRlCl ach k! 
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24 HOUR ORDER LINE 0181.207 4066 I 
rangers declared the place to be unsafe 
because of deepening snow. 

Commanding officer Lt Col Varn Jassal, 
RLC 0, said Post Horn was a great suc- 
cess. "Once again, it proved that, whatever 
the circumstances, the Teeth Arms can rely 
on the logistic services to get the right 
stores to the right place at the right time." 

His command is a third line transport 
regiment under 15 (North East) Brigade, 
with a wartime role to support CSSG 
(UK). The regiment is based in the north 

ened to disrupt the exer- east, with an RHQ and 523 (HQ) 
cise, but in the end only the radio Squadron at Londesborough Barracks in 
re-broadcast station bad to be moved from Hull and task squadrons in Leeds (217), 
the top of Sunon Bank when the park Hull (218), and Doncaster (219). 

21 

Above - Res Slmon 0111, 
Victoria Brlggo and 
Darren Selby railhead Robinson at the 

Left - On his bike: Cpl 
Phll Sumpton In action 
for the Wolds Wagoners 
motorcycle dlsplay team 

back on the train. At one 
point the deteriorating 
weather conditions threat- 

THE YEAR is 2017 and Europe is in turmoil. The Celticans, an The regiment's efforts 
aggressive nation on the northern border of Saxonia, are threat- were divided between 
ening to annex a vital port and industrial centre. two tasks, out-loading a 

forward storage site at 
Church Fenton, and d i r  forces and begun deploying troops into 

the region. charging an ammunition 
Enter the part-time loggies of 150 train at a railhead at 

(Yorkshire) Transport Regiment RLC (v) Selhy. Because cost 
to save the day means the unit has few 

opportunities TO practise 
Horn, under which logistic units were tasked to move supplies this important skill, the 
forward to the disputed border area. To complete the situation Selby job was a key ele- 
faced by the Territorial Army soldiers, there was a high threat of ment in the exercise. 
sabotage and the weather was atrocious and deteriorating. There were no complaints when the sce- 

nario dictated that the ammunition was But it was just what they wanted, the chance to rehearse their 
part of a defective batch and had to be put operational role in realistic and demanding conditions. 

Saxonia, preparing for the worst, has mobilised aU reserve 

That was the scenario for Exercise Post 

1 



lell and Pte 5 

- -  

A -  

nd tried to instil good hygiene and waste 

of a lifetime. T h e  cli 
mean it has been harc 
and the live-firing an< 
s sometimes madc it i 

tories to tell everyone back ho r -  
roud of their achievements." 

I- 



Wandering off to 
war with Bolton 
B E m R  to kick hell out of an 
enemy on the battlefield than 
an oooosine team of foot- _ -  - 
ballers. 

With similar words H ~ Y  
Gosh ,  captain of Bolton Wan- 
derers, put out an appeal to the 
23,000-strong crowd at the 
club’s ground for volunteers to 
jom the 53rd Field Regiment 
of the Bolton Artillery. 
This was Easter 1938 and 

the Government was desperate 
for TA volunteers. What better 
way to get them than at a foot- 
ball match? 

Wanimc Ebderers tells the 
story of how the endre Bolton 
Wanderers 6rst team took thex 
captain’s words to heart and 
signed on for the duration. 

Harry G o s h  made his 
appeal for volunteers, urgh!g 
everyone present to “do thw 
bit”, just before the kick-off 

against Sunderland. His patri- 
otic words inspired his team, 
who ran offwith a 2 1  win and 
a determination to answer 
Goslin’s call. 

’ h o  days later, led by 
Goslin, 15 players, including 
the whole first team, made 
their way to the local TA 
recruitment office to sign on 
the dotted line. 

For the next six years they 
experienced some ofthe heavi- 
est fighw of the war in 
France, North Africa and Italy. 

They also, inevitably, estab- 
lished themselves as a force to 
be reckoned with as a regimen- 
tal football team throughout 
the theatre of war. 

And when it was all over aU 

except one returned safely to 
take up where they left off in 
1938. 
This is more a story about a 

team “at war” and of the diffi- 
culties faced by their club in 
their absence than of the war 
itself. 

It is also a story of unforget- 
table snccer names, such as 
England internationals Ray 
Westwood and Nat Lofthouse, 
and the indomitably witty 
Ernie Forrest. 

Lofthouse, now president of 
Bolton Wanderers, was still at 
school in 1938 when Harry 
G o s h  led his team to join up. 
Tim PurceU and Mike Geth- 

ing are to be congratulated for 
this war story with a difference 
. . . published at a time when 
the Wanderers are once again a 
force to be reckoned with m 
the land. - JM 

[N THE context of military 
adventurous training, Low’s 
Guly has achieved a signs- 
cance far beyond the thou- 
sands of out-of-the-way and 
potentially hazardous pro- 
jects that roudnely stimulate 
and broaden the lives of 
young soldiers. 
A spectacular geographi- 

cal feature on Mount Kina- 
balu in remotest Borneo, 
Low’s Gully had its five min- 

utes of fame when a ten-man 
British Army expedition 
went mssing on its impene- 
uable slopes. 

Everyone got out alive, 
just, and the Army found 
itself defending its policy of 
using adventurous training 
to prepare its men and 
women for the mental and 
physical rigours of war. 

Hostilities of a personal 
nature quickly surfaced as 

‘1 

dons - one dramatised, the 
other documentary - the book 
makes no excuses for “setting 
the record straight” on who 
was to blame for the failure of 

and able climbers for becom- 
ing separated h m  the main 
party. The whiff of disobedi- 
ence, even desertion, further 
muddied already confused 
waters. 

First mto print were Lt Col 
Robert Neill and M R ~  Ron 
Foster, the expedition leaders, 
whose book SOS was 
reviewed in this magazine in 
May last year. 

Now former lance corporal 
Rick Mayfield, the climbing 
insuuctor, and TA sergeant 
Bob Mann, give their account 
in Kjmbdu Escape - 7% Sol- 
diers’ Story. 

Published to comcide with 
two major television produc- 

forgonen, was commended 
for his actions on Kinabalu by 
the Army board of inquiry 
which investigated the whole 
sorry saga. -JE 

Start Ilne: Richard Mayfield on 
the sumrnlt of Kinabalu . 
the team leaders publicly criti- 
cised their most experienced 

the trip. 
MavIield and Mann, 

besidis detailing their own 
incredible hardships in Low’s 
Gully, have also taken their 
chance to correct the assertion 
in the NeiU-Foster account 
that thev had disobeyed 
orders. 

Mavfield, it should not be 

Guru on, ‘hiding 
to nothing’ in 
the East Indies 
EXTRAORDINARY political 
and military events took place 
in the Netherlands East Indies 
in the two years which followed 
the Japanese surrender to the 
Allies u1 1945. 

They are described in The 
Admrrd’s Baby, as are the 
activities of the author, the late 
Laurens van der Post, who was 
central to these events as a mil- 
itary political officer. 

Remarkably, after suffering 
three years as a prisoner-of-war 
of the Japanese, Col van der 
Post remained in Java at the 
request ofhis former captors to 
assist in the repatriation of 
former PoWs and internees, 
including Dutch nationals. 
This led him, seemingly not 

unwillingly, into a confused 
political and military situation 
which arose from the detenni- 
nation of the former Dutch 
admmisuation to re-establish 
colonial rule in the face of the 
demands of the Indonesian 
nationalists for independence. 

what happened mcludes some- 
thing of the activities of the 
Allied Forces Netherlands East 
Indies (AFNEI), made up pre- 
dominantly of 15 Indian Corps, 

The author’s description of‘ 

in its efforts to keep the peace. 
Van der Post was under no 

ilhsion as to the significance 
and special difficulties of his 
own task and indeed was 
warned by Mountbatten that 
“. . . if you get yourself into 
trouble I shall not be able to 
help you. . . you will have to be 
a soldieristatesman . . .” A 
remarkable challenge for a 

man who had not been allowed 
the time or opportunity to 
recover from his experiences as 
a prisoner. 

Following the withdrawal of 
British forces from a confused 
and thankless task, van der 
Post remained behind as the 
xrulitary political adviser to the 
British Minister in Batavia 
until 1947. 

Laurens van der Post has 
been described as a spiritual 
guru, a mystic. He would 
surely have denied this, but he 
was evidently without hate or 
dislike of anyone; even of the 
Japanese who had ill-treated 
him, and of the senior British 

and Dutch military officers 
and dvilian officials who 80 
obviously resented the way in 
which he sought compronuse 
and understandmg rather than 
con6-ontation. 

They also resented his 
umque position and influence 
at the highest military and 
political levels with the 
Supreme Commander m Ceylon 
and with ministers in London 
and The Hague. 

For all that, The Admkd’s 
Baby tells as much if not more 
about the author than of the 
events in which he was 
involved. Indeed, the reader is 
often diverted to retlecting on 
how van der Post could possi- 
bly have remained so patient, 
even-handed and generous 
towards those who not only 
disliked him but who sought to frusuate or undermine his I I 
efforts. 

In the jargon of today he was 
“on a hiding to nothing” but he 
rose above it. 

Laurens vxn der Post was no 
ordinary man. In a long life he 
was a friend and inspiration to 
all manner of people from 
bushmen in the Kalahari 
Desert to royalty. - AKD 
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Cpl Ernie was the 
original Desert Rat 

A hero found, but 
the search for Pte 

APRIL 
26 Briiish Model Soldier Soci- 
ety annual show, New Con- 
naught Rooms, Great Queen 
Street, Holborn. London. 

To include public events in 
this diary, contact the EditoL ERNlE GEARY is proud to be the 

original Desert Rat . . . the first 
man to 'Weat" what is perhaps the 
Briiish Army's most widely recog- 
nised formation badge. 

A story on these pages about 
Lady Helen Creagh's part in creat- 
ing the famous Desert Rat shoul- 
der flash (Diary, Jan 6) brought in 
its wake a letter in which Ernie 
explained his claim to fame. 

In mid-1940 Emie Geary was a 
23-year-old lance corporal in the 
Corps of Military Police attached 
to HQ 7th Armoured Division at 
Maarten Gerwala on the escarp- 
ment to the east of Mersa MatNh 
in North Africa. 

One morning he was checking 
his tNck. a Morris 15-cwl, when a 
staff officer appeared and asked 
him if he had any red paint. 

Now in his 81 st year and living 
in Lancashire, Emie r e d s :  "i 
answered in the affirmative. as 
CMP carried paints for the con- 
struction of directional traffic 
signs. c 

"He prodiced a stencil and 
instrucled meto paint it on the divi- 
sional sign - a red square with a 
white ball in the centre - on my 
vehkk?. I placed the stencil over 
the white area and saw that it was 

WL-4 vsgoeson rnEE 
was sent to Crete, where he was 
taken prisoner. 

He was held as a POW in Ger- 
many until he escaped on the 
Long March in the spring of 1945. 
As the column went first east then 
west, Emie broke out on April 23, 
St George's Day, and joined the 
Americans, serving with them as 
an interpreter for a month before 
going home in May 1945. 

He ended his service with the 
Army in Hong Kong in 1960 as a 
WOI. On April 4 this year he will 
mark an association with the 
Royal Military Police extending 
back 80 years. 

years with the Royal Engineers, 
retiring as a staff sergeant. Now 
working in America. he completed 
two Cold War tours with the secre- 
t i e  British Military Exchange Mis- 
sion. 

A photograph of him being 
arrested by the Russians was 
used in the November 11 issue of 
Soldier to illustrate the review of a 
book about the work of Brixmis in 
gathering information behind the 
Iron Curtain. 

Emie's son, Graham, Served 22 

as secretary of the British 
Mcdei Soldier Society. He SUD 
ceeds David Pearce. secretary 
for the past 14 years, who has 
retired. Mark can be contacted 
at 50 Putney Road, Enfield, 
Middlesex EN3 6NN (tel 01 992 
715621). 

th. .Mrv a lMmh or so ago. I 
~ s t l o l d m e l r h o k ~ h  
UmSundayPfcta&fonA~f l  
29,1915, chue scooping soc 
&by monh a yw. -W 
Rotand, fvmbtg Simdm% 
London. 

solher congratulates Mr 
Roland m being the first with 
the Popalo m, but to say that 
we &med to have broken the 
story is mt qrnte correa. We 
sad mat k "appeared in Solder 
on May 11. 1946'. The recent 
scram~s by me m n a l  news- 
papers is therefore aU lhe more 
mnaO&lO -Editor 

place of every 1st Bucks casualty 
except Pte Walters. 

Further research revealed thal 
the name of the man who died at 
Hazebrouch was recorded in the 
files of the 1st Banalion, Oxfom 
and Bucks, an entirely differenl 
unit to the ist Buckinghamshire 
Battalion. 

Listed as having "no known 
grave", his name is engraved on 
column 93 in Dunkirk Cemetery. 

Jack cannot understand why a 
man whose date and place 01 
death is well documented has nc 
known grave. He was not 'miss. 
ing believed killed". and letters 
written to his mother by his com- 
pany commander and soldier 
pals confirm that he died of a gun- 
shot wound to the neck. The body 
was not badly mutilated. 

The indefatigable Jack has 
enlisted the help of the Common. 
wealth War Graves Commission. 

Waners has not yet run its 
course. 

The story of 6018727 Re  Roberi 

he died of his wounds on May 27, 
1940. 

More than half a century later 
James Walters of Ontario began 
his search for the hero who had 
carried his uncle away from the 
enemy. Enter 83-year-old Jack 
Cheshire, '"self-imposed" histori- 
an of the tst Buckinghamshire 
Battalion. Oxford and Bucks, and 
through him, Soldier's interven- 
tion in April last year. 

GOOD NEWS 
Within weeks Jack had written 

to tell us the g o d  news. 
He sent his findings to Ontario 

and the family contacted Frank 
by return. following up with a 
recent visit to the United Kingdom 
during which they met Frank and 
his wife. 

And there it might have ended, 
but for Jack promising to find out 
where Robert Waiters was 
buried. To his surprise, his com- 
prehensive records revealed the 
casualty details and last resting 

WHEN the Canadian nephew of 
a British soldier who died near 
Dunkirk in 1940 tried to trace a 
private who had attempted to 
save his uncle, he got nowhere. . . 
until the details appeared in the 
Searchline columns on these 
pages. 

Newspaper appeals and an 
item on a national television pro- 
gramme failed to turn up the 
whereabouts of former Pte Frank 
Hockley of the 1st Bucks. But 
within weeks of a request appear- 
ing in Searchline, a reader traced 
him to Newton Abbot - leading to 
a poignant meeting with the 
Canadian nephew and his wife. 

The story began in the grim 
days of 1940 as British units 
fought their way towards Dunkirk 
and evacuation, R e  Robert Wal- 
ters was shot in the neck as the 
1st Bucks fought a historic rear- 
guard action. He was carried by 
Frank Hockley for two miles 
through enemy territory to a first 
aid station at Herebmuch. where 

Pmud of hls part In De& Rat hlstoi 

the jerboa, although, unlike the 
modem one, the tail extended up 
its back. 

"Later that day a bevy of officers 
inspected my handiwork. 

'"I drove round the area for some 
considerable time before the 
amended sign was authorised for 
general use, and it raised quite a 
number of comments. 

ry: Ernie Geary, then and now 

"At the age of 80 I cherish the 
thought of the day that I claimed to 
be the original Desert Rat, and I 
am proud to have been the ffrst to 
carry the sign that became so 
famous." 

Emie joined the Royal Artillery 
as a boy soldier in 1931 and 
switched to the Military Police six 
years later. In November 1940 he 
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Zulu War foes 
seal friendship 

Army Caterlng Corps Aseocla- 
lion annual general meeting wiii 
be held in the Main Lecture Hall, 
St Omer Barracks, at 1000 on 
March 21. All ex-corps members, 
serving or retired, invited. Contact 
Lt Col B Dyson on 01252 
340893984or Aldershot Mil(722) 
58934. Meals on payment avail- 
able. 

Coldstream Guards, No 4 Com- 
pany (195055): Fifth reunion 
dinner in Birmingham on April 19. 
Contact Harry Westgarth, 49 
Rokeby Park, Hull HU4 7QE (tei 

lst, 4th, 7th Royal Tank Regi- 
menb: Reunion to be heid at the 
St John's Swallow Hotel, Solihull, 
on April 25-27. Details G J Boume 
on 01752 880527 or R T Rathmell 
on 01752 893495. 

Wartlrne (Woolwlch and indla) 
Boys' Battery, Royal Mil lery: 
30th reunion planned for April 25- 
27 at the Royal School of Artillery, 
Larkhill. Anyone not on address 
list should contact T C Holden, 3 
Kilbum Street, Waterheddings, 
Oldham, Lancs OLI 4JF (telO161 
63361 94). 

30 Signal Regiment (1982): 
Reunion for all ranks who served 

01482 503649). 

with 30 Regiment during 1982 is to 
be held in Blandford on June 14. 
Details from Capt (Retd) Scotty 
Reynolds, SORLS, Regimental 
Headquarters Royal Signals, 
Blandford Camp, Dorset DTH 
8RH (faxO1258482147: tel01258 
482132). 

Si Oeorge's School, Kowloon, 
Hong Kong China "handover 
reunion for staff, colleagues and 
friends at the National Army 
Museum, Chelsea, on July 26. 
Apply to Una Taylor, 6 Crickle- 
beck, Heelands, Mitton Keynes 
MK13 7PY. 

AFORMALaliiancefogedbetween 
The Royal Regiment of Wales 
(24thI41st) and the 121st South 
African infantry Battalion, a Zulu 
unit, has put another twist on an 
association which began in bloody 
confrontation in 1879. 

Last month Brig David Brom- 
head, Colonel of the RRW and 
descendant of Rorke's Drift hero 
Lt Gonville Bromhead VC, exch- 
anged messages with the local 
commander at Mtubatuba,  home 
of the t21st in KwaZulu Natal. 

The formal scroll from South 
Africa will return to Brecon, home 
of the 24th Regiment and the 
museum of the 24th and the RRW. 
The message from Wales will 
remain in Mtubatuba. 

Afler the bloodshed of 
lsandhlwana and Rorke's Drat, 
where Zulu warriors and Welsh 
soldiers fought and died, a mutual 
respect grew between the old ene- 
mies. Links developed in recent 
years were cemented last 
Summer when British soldiers 
returned, with the blessing of 

Memories President Nelson Mandela and 
the Z L I ~  natton. to Rorke's Drift to 
build a community hail 

Bng Bromheao. who vmted 
Kw~ZJIJ to seal the first formal 
alliance between Regular Lnts 01 
the SOJth Afncan Defence Force 
and the Brnish Army, is the great 
great nephew of Gonvit e Brom- 
head Tne Kctonan hero was 

of the Fifth Nalonel Malaya-Borneo Veter- 
ans' AuMclallon has a new 
branch in Bristol which meets 
monthly. Details from Jack Spack. 
man. 34 Lvdiard Croft. Hanham. 

Park, Hull HU4 7QE (tei 01482 
503649). 

Dlvlslon Reconnalssance Regl- 
men1 (1941-46) sought. Also 
Information on either regiment and 
anyone who recalls Tpr Bernerd 
Shllleto, A Sqn medic. Contact 
Cad Shilleto, 17 Wheatlands 
Grove, Acomb, York YO2 5NQ. 

562 Brlgade Sp Sqn RLC 01) 
50th anniversary reunion to take 
place in May. Details from WO2 
(SSM) T Ritchie, 562 Bde Sp Sqn 
RAC (V), Territorial Army Centre. 
Horn Lane, Acton, London W3 
9HA (telO181-992 5601). 

RMP Association (Birmlngham 
Ceniral Branch) reunions held on 
first Saturday of every month at 
Birmingham United Sewicemen's 
Club, Cough Street, Birmingham, 
1230. Further details from branch 
secretary David John Holdsworth, 
103 Eddish Road, Kins Green, 
Birmingham 833 9RN (tel 0121 
628 5386). 
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Northants Susan Peny seeks news of LCpi 
Steve and Donna Fraln, ex- 
RAOC, and serving with 6 A n d  at 
Monster when last in contact. 
Replies to 228A Cannock Road, 
Park Village, Wolverhampton 
WVlO AOL (telO1902 871199). 

Model builder J M Bowdler seeks 
Information on all types of S m d  
World War landlng craft. Replies 
to him at 272 Valley Road, Lillmg- 
ton, Leamington Spa, Warks 
CV32 7UE. 

Memories of Nallonal !3a~Ice- 
men of all ranks sought for BBC 
Radio 2 documentary to be bmad- 
cast on April 8. Contact Sarah 
Newman on 0171-794 1247. 

Ex-members of ?IS Royal Scots 
(1939-41) and 52nd (Lowland) 

A BOOKLET dedicated to mem- 
bers of the 5th Battalion, me 
Northamptonshire Regiment, who 
served in North Africa and Sicily, is 
to benefit the funds of the regi- 
mental association. 

The 36-page publication, edited 
by Col T A Buchanan, is not an 
attempt to write the history of the 
5th Battalion in North Africa and 
Sicily, but is a compilation of offi- 
cial history with personal anec- 
dotes and graphic details. 

Anyone wanting a copy is asked 
to telephone 01604 35412. A 
donation towards production costs 
and association funds would be 
appreciated. Lt Col Anthony Swal- 
low, secretary of the Northamp- 
tonshire Regiment Association, 
says f2 might be reasonable. 

Bristol BSI5 3LT (tei 0117 
9613121). 

played by Michaei Caine in the 
film Zulu. which dramatised the 
incredible rearguard action at 
Rorke's Drift. Brig D 

D Deptford (tel 01472 852246) 
seeks information on W H P 
(Crump) Chattey. prewar Aden 
Levy, and captaintladjutant Md- 
dlesex Regiment, Hong Kong, 
interned in Stanley as civilian 
1941-45, later retired to Giouces- 
tershire. 

Coldstream Guards, Sgt Pea- 
cock's squad, July 1950, where 
are they now? News sought of D 
Mitchell. A Ryan, W Wright. R 
Gray, J Robson, K Bostwick, A 
Gillette. R Wostear, G Brabander, 
F Douglas, G Peear, B Tinsiey 
Eight members traced so far. Con- 
tact Harry Westgarth, 49 Rokeby 

Moving in society circles 
THREE quite separate societies 
of military collectors are looking 
for new members. 

The Military Heraldry Society, 
the Crown Imperial Society and 
the indian Military Historical Soci- 
ety share the same contact point, 
so anyone wanting details should 
write to the Publicity Officer, 
IMHS, 37 Wolsey Close. Southall. 
Middlesex, England UB2 4NQ. 

Activities of two of the societies 
are signposted in their titles 
(although the scope of the her- 
aldry body includes formation 
signs, shoulder titles, unit flashes 
and so on). The third, Crown 
Imperial, was formed in 1973 to 
study the history, traditions and 
regalia of the forces of the Crown 
and other insignia. It meets 
monthly in London and Strensail. 
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r ago as 1844, 
Oliver Cromwell, 

!-- recognising the 
need for a postal 861- 

vice for the New Model 
tinny, astabIkhed a Masrer 

of Messengers, Posts and 
Courlers to malntain good reia- 
tions between Parliament and 
Its forces. 

P HANDSTAMPS, post- 
marks and commemorative 
covers Issued through th 
MOD are not allowedto contai 
any exhortations such as “sup- 
port” or “help”. Nor must 
handstamps bear the portrait 
of anyone - living or dead. ‘I 

I I h i i  LI a great wealth of a p e  
m the bureau: we can provide 
and expertise on design of 
stamps and artwork using 

The Armed Forces have been a . . ..~. . J of the Brit-. -.- 
ment of IFOR, the NATO-led peacekeep- 
ing force in Bosnia-Hercegovina, wanted to 
write home last year, they had no excuse. 

All they had to do was fill in the date and 
addressee’s name on a card, fill in their own 
(already inscribed “best wishes’’) at the 
bottom, and tick one of three boxes on four 
topics - health, work, weather and social 
life - ranging from “I am: (well)” to “What 
social life?” and place the result in a ready- 
stamped envelope. 
This witty approach originated in an 

office at Mill Hill, north London, where 
the Defence Postal and Courier Services 
Philatelic Bureau has its base. 

“We are an official handstamp centre, 
authorised by the Royal Mail: the only mil- 
itary one for the whole of the British Forces 
cancelling stamps and producing fist  day 
covers,” said Sgt Stan Hogg, who oversees 
the office. 

“The IFOR venture was part of a fist- 
day cover. sold as stationery, with the 
money going to Pi-Service charities and at 
the same time generating the sale of stamps 
for the Post Office.” 

s@ S(.n 
*Y 

*im hI 

philatelic covers. some senices, bur 
According to Sgt Hogg - some- 

thing of a one-man Forces Post 
Office himself in Brunei, where he 
supported a Gurkha battalion and 
a headquarters garrison before 

“The BFPO c a n a m  mark 

Only formed Services and MOD 

sponsorship of philatelic ventwez’thtough 
the bureau - and any pro* mat be dis- 

philatelists have to get military issues establishments are e l i h  to 
franked by someone. 

28 
“We are very competitive, charging con- D 

“double-edged sword”, he added. 
“They are our pntential customer 

the form of a com- 
memorative cover.” 

Amalgamations were 
another case in point. 

“ U n f o r t u n a t e  1 y, 
when certain cavalry 
units merged a couple 
of years ago, it would 
have been a real oppor- 
Nnityfor a cover, but we 
were not approached, 
and of course it is too 
late now.” 

. .., 
-9 

Above- WO1 Sarah HIG-w~, Y ~ U _  ~ r p o -  
rate headquarters staff, dispatches a first- 
day cover In an Argentfnian post box, liber- 
ated - and subsequently usad - by British 
Forces in Port Stanley in 1982 and now in 
sltu at Mill Hill. BFPO memorabllii such as 
old sappers’ and RLC signs are now starting 
to arrive there from Hong Kong 

Left - Carefully does it: Julie Shortiend As another member of 
franks first-day covers indivldually at Mill the Philatelzc Bureau 
Hill, using a N monitor to llne up the frank u m O S t  
wlth the stamps to ensure a perfect result 

,. 

. 
pointed 
ueoole as civil- - 

r- i $ ,  

. .  
ians were given a 

Land Command and the ouenina of IHQ first-dav cover, 
Northwood, covers are a proven method of only for-it to end 
fund-raising. up in an attic.” 

Stm Hogg, and Brig Tweedie McGarth Brown, Director 
Post and Courier Services, recently handed newly-appointed 
over L8,OOO to the organiser of the Royal MOD Philatelic 
Tournament - the proceeds kom a “self- Officer Capt Donna 
generated” first-day cover sold at the 1996 Peak, are anxious 
show by the Philatelic Bureau’s mobile d i s -  that Army units put 

1 play team. them to a much 
“We are offering interested regiments, better use. 

corps and so on a classic facility if they Details: tel Mill 
want to issue a first-day cover,)) said Stan. W Mil(764) 3274. ’ 
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TAX FREE OR TAX PAID 

THE CLOSEST UKDEALER 
TO THE CONTINENT 

PART EXCHANGES WELCOME 

Barretts . 
. . 

- 
Contact ANDREW THRUSH on U.K. 01227 454040 

I NEW CARS 

1 I 

Tax Free Sales 
# Immediate delivery on most; models 

# Full UK spec # Low/no deposit finance 
# Part exchange # Continental delivery 

# 323 from €9,149 # 626 from f9,999 
MX5 from f 10,099 

EXCLUSIVE EXPORT AGENT FOR 
BFG AND BENELUX 

POOL AUTOS 
7020 Mons, Belgium 

Tel: [65] 728836 Fax: (65) 724467 
Serving the Services since 1968 _-_-____________________________________--------- 

Please forward details on: 
323U 6260 M X 3 0  MX50 MX60 Xedoso 
Other makes 0 .......................................... LHD/RHD 

Name .......................................... Rank .................. 
Address .................................................................. 

............................... .Tel No.. ..................................... 
............................................................................ 
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PEUGEOT MAIN DEALER 
BETWEEN BULFORD CAMP AND LARKHILL 

9% 

9% Finance at competitive rates 
uiw 

Forces discounts on full Peugeot 
Range’ 

A convenient and generous trade-in 
facility 

WHEN YOU’VE TRIED THE REST 
THEN COME TO THE BEST 

BUY DIRECT FROM THE U.K.’s No. 1 
EXPORT DEALER 

Ring w e l r B a n o n o 1 0 8 0 ~ ,  from GermanyOM41080853434orwrite 
to: Rawrs TMs. Rangers Garage, FREEPOST, Durringlon, Wisbuv, 
Wilts SP4 8BR, England (ho aamp required). 

%ST THIS COUPON FOR OUR FREE INFORMATION PACK 

UAME AND RANK ........................... 

__------____-------______________ 

........................ .............. TEL: .................................................. 
UNIT ........................................... DEL. REO BY .................. 
I am I- in ................................ 
Part exchange details .................................. .................................... 

..... 
.................................................... 

Cwnpy of use .............................................................................................. 
SOLDIER h 

,o German or UK delivery 1 
0 RHDor LHD programme 
0 Used Car Sales In Germany 
0 Demonatration Veohlclrs at 

0 Finance - dm. or Sterling 

8wEREIGW FREEPOST, Ration Road, ndwwth, Wllb ora IDI 

Super Savings 

NAME AND RANK ...................................................... V........- ........................ 
ADDRESS ........................................................................................................ 
............................................ I ........................ E L  .......................................... 
UNlT DEL REQ BY: .................................... 
I am inlend.d in ............................................................................................ 
Part #xchange dmiia .................................................................................... 
CW”ttY ot U I ”  .............................................................................................. 
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I .  

Satisfied 
customer 
I WISH to thank you for pub- 
lishing my appeal to contact 
my cousin, Maj N P Notley, in 
your Searchhne column (Dec 
9 - Jan 6). 

Not only did he contact me 
directly as a result, but two 
other readers also wrote to me, 
kindly providing me with rele- 
vant information. 

I have been a “somethe” 
Soldier reader m the past and 
have always been impressed by 
the standard of your publica- 
tion. I should now like to 
become a regular subscriber. - 
W I Reeves,  KwaZulu 
Natal, South Africa. 

0 Welcome to our growng 
legion of subscribers, Mr Reeves. 
-Editor 

“CSM said R would be a quiet day out on the river!’’ 

slwkWemInKenya-sra Pagsaz2-2e 

Cadets earn their 
regunental and corps cap 
badges and other qualifcanon 
badges in the Army Cadet 
Force. Forces. Oneortwoofmy adult 

I command the ACF in staff are qualified by previous 
Merseyside, which includes the service to wear both the beret 
area where Mr Marriott lives, and wings. One of OUT senior 
and I thought that he should officem wears the parachute 
receive a considered “light bulb” badge sig- 
reply. Mr Marriott is dying jumps complet- 
right to say that such ed, but, never having 
badges should be worn served with Airborne 

Forces, she wears her with pride and should 
be earned. Parachute RegimeiX 

cap badge in a blue Do the cadets earn 
theu badge%? Yes, they beret. 
most certainly do. The value of dress- 
With a suuctured syl- ing cadets in regimen- 
labus of recruit aaining and tal or corps dress is self-evident 
progressive training thmugh to those of us who have served 
“star levels” in the Army Profi- with the Regular Army, the 
ciency Cerdficate, there is no Territorial Army and ACF. It 
rnoredemandingyouthorgani- is not an accident that the 
sation requiring more commit- cadets receive the high level of 

excellent support that they do ment and determination. 
With the syllabus ranging from Regular and Territorial 

broadly across military train- Units. 
ing, citizenship wining and Visits to British Forces Ger- 
character development, the many to the Royal Dragoon 
cadets are proud and worthy Guards, helicopters from 9 
representatives of their parent Regiment, Army Air Corps, 
regiments and corps. visits to und from the Irigh 

The ACF does not wear the Guards, ccmrpedrions MtiUISd 
red beret of Airborne Forces by The King’s Regimenr, The 
unless the individud has sewed Cheshire Re-t, The Royal 
as an adult with Airborne Irish Regiment and the Royal 

I og~stic Corps are just a few of 
the advantages accruing from 
wearing the bndges worn by the 
cadets’ “elder brothers and sis- 
ten”. 

I am most grateful to all the 
17 regiments and corps who 
are represented in my county. 

Why should these regiments 
go to so much trouble? 
Because up to 30 per cent of 
the successful recruit appli- 
cants for the Regular Army and 
a significant proportion of 

those going to the Territorial 
Army are ex-cadets. The Army 
Cadet Force is tirmly a volun- 
tary youth organisation, not a 
recruiting organisation. How- 
ever it is immensely valuable in 
offering a tint insight into the 
Army to young people who 
may wish to consider the Army 
as a volunteer or 8s a Regular. 
Would Mt Marriott consider 
joining us? - Col M G C 

hkmeyaide ACF. 
Ad&, commaadsnt, 

Unwarranted outburst 
MAY I reply 10 David G Mar- with dignity and pride that cap 
riott’s outburst of righteous badge on a black or blue beret. 

If Mr Maniott has ever seen indignation regarding officers, 
adults and cadets in the ACF an ACF office? or ndult wear- 

I urn privileged to serve in 
the ACF as a chaplain, wenring 
the cap badge of one of the 
moSt elite sections of the 
British Army. 

Many of the adub I have 
worked with over the years run 
detachments afftlisred to the 
Parschute Regiment and wear 

ing such a cap badge on a 
“cheny beret” or parachute 
wings on the sleeve it is 
because that individual has 
earned that honour through 
Regular or TA service. 
in Many the Cadet of the Force adults Movement involved 

have had Regular or TA $er- 
vice and are willing to offer 

o ~ u m t o n ~ ~ a s e  
31 
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If Mr Maniott has ever seen indignation regarding officers, 
adults and cadets in the ACF an ACF office? or ndult wear- 

I urn privileged to serve in 
the ACF as a chaplain, wenring 
the cap badge of one of the 
moSt elite sections of the 
British Army. 

Many of the adub I have 
worked with over the years run 
detachments afftlisred to the 
Parschute Regiment and wear 

ing such a cap badge on a 
“cheny beret” or parachute 
wings on the sleeve it is 
because that individual has 
earned that honour through 
Regular or TA service. 
in Many the Cadet of the Force adults Movement involved 

have had Regular or TA $er- 
vice and are willing to offer 

o ~ u m t o n ~ ~ a s e  
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their training and experience 
to the A C F  when they con- 
clude the i r  Regular or TA 
engagement. 

Other officers and adult 
instructors have never seen 
either Regular or TA service, 
but give up spare time and hol- 
idays to undertake training at 
the Cadet Training Centre a t  
Frimley Park, Surrey, a facility 
which is valued by us all and 
.contributes to the standard of 
leader& and in~tructi~al. 
expertise in the ACF. 

Other training in areas such 
as Range Management or 
Method of Instruction are 
often undertaken alongside TA 
and Regular Army personnel. 

I am sorry that Mr Marriott 
finds himself "irritated to see 
these people with no semce 
elevated t o  high ranks''; but h e  
really does need to find out 
what the ACF i s  all about. 

It would be far better for Mr 
Marriott to take the expertise 
h e  acquired during his Regular 
service along to h i s  local A C F  
battalion and make a positive 
contribution, rather than pub- 
licly scratching his irritation in 
the pages of Soldier - Rev 
Gwth T Jwes (an ACF 
Pad=), l-%Tkh. 

We already have a badge! 
that involves cadets to see on great-mece, adrr&nwn, ofsew- 
the  chests o f  many officers and ing personnel, I happen to 
0% much evidence of "earn- believe "they also serve who 
ing". Even those o f  us who onlystandandwait". 
haven't "served" or "earned" We all have our posers. Who 
in his  sense can claim pnde in doesn't, even among the Regu- 
our regiment or c q s .  lar Forces? - Jin Mi ln thorpe 
As the mother, wCe, sister, (Lt, Detachment Commnn- 

daughter,granddaughter,pt- der, Beds Army Cadet 
granddaughter, niece, aunt, Force), Newport Pagnell. 

INRESPONSEmD 
riott, who called for a separate 
Army cadet badge, there 
already is one [see Page 311. 
However, cadets wear with 
pride the badge of their aftiliat- 
ed regiment or corps. 

T h e  Regular units are equal- 
ly proud and suppordve of 
their "younger arm", which IS 
often a feeder source to it. 

At any one time more than a 
third of the  British Army is  
made up of ex-cadets. Many 
field marshals and generals 
started their  careers rn the 
cadets, including Gen Sir Petet 
de la  BilliLre, our president. 
In a farewell speech when he 

relinquished h is  post recently 
my previous colonel comman- 
dant spoke to the cadets about 
his military career as a Regular, 
then TA and Cadet officer. 

T h e  most telling part of his 
speech was that -Jus was the 
end of a career that started in 
1955 as a cadet. Who would 
question that he had earned 
the rieht to wear h i s  various 

. . 
ONJULY 1,1992, theArmy's 
largest infantry regiment was 
formed when The Royal I r ish 
Regiment was created on the 
amalgamanon of The Royal 
I r i s h  Rangers and The Ulster 
D&ce RepSmenc. 

An amalgamation in 1968 
between the  Royal Innislrilling 
Fusiliers, Royal U le te r  R&es 
and Royal Irish Fusiliers pm- 
duced the  Royal Ineh 
="gem. The Ulster Defence 

d e n t  was formed in 
70. 
The Royal Ir ish Regiment is 

the largest infamy regiment 
in the Army today. I t  consists 
of a General Service (GS) bat- 
talion, liable for service world- 
wide, six Home Service (HS) 
battalions, for duty in North- 
ern Ireland only, and a Terri- 
torial Army battalion. 

The postcard i l lustrated 
here was reproduced from a 
warercolour painting by Dou- 
glas N Anderson. i t  shows: 

Pipe major: Full dress. 
Offica: No 2 dress. 
Soldiers in combat dress 

Baekgroutxk The Water- 
with Warrior. 

_. 

' I  

provide vetetinary advice and sup 
porl for the wellbeing of animals, 
both Serviceandoivilian. Indeed, it 
was a planned response in accord 
with the aims and objectives of the 
RAVC - not the whim of an individ- 
ual officer who happened to pass 

Some of my colleagues have 
expressed interest in "Aussie 
Gavin's" administration of the 
injection [in the neckl as illustrated 
by the photograph. Their custom 
and practice is to administer at the 
opposite end of the animal. 

Perhaps a future edition of Sol- 
dier might afford the "Aussie 
doctor" the opportunity to expound 
the merits of his method. - Peter 
U-, rabglmentel HQ, RAVC, 
Defence Anlmaf Centre, Meiton 
Mowbrey, Leics. 

by. 

WE READ with inters4 of the offi- 
cer who, having had some experi- 
ence of veterinary practice In 
Brisbane before joining the RAMC 
in 1993, appears to have been 
phiianthmpically administering to 
the civilian animal population whiie 
servingin Bosniaasamedicaloffi- 
cer for the hoops ("Aussie Gavin 
gelsthe needle", People, Jan 20). 

There seem tobe agreat simi- 
larity with Cap1 Gavin Macgregor- 
Skinner, Royal Army Veterinary 
Corps, who was delached for duty 
in Bosniafmm the Defence Animal 
Support Unit RAVC, Sennelager 
for a period in 1996. 

The significant difference is that 
the RAVC veterinary officer was in 
BOSnia with the express intent to 

gate, Inniskilling Castle. fron kilt. On the ktlt are super- traditional I r i s h  blaekthor 
B o t h  m a i n  f i gu res  are imposed the three cap badges stick. The silver cap badge o 

shown wearing the  I r i s h  of the three parent repnents hrscaubeenreplicatesthegol 
caubeen as headdress with a of The Royal Irish Rangerr. (or gilt) UDR cap badge wot 
green hackle. The pipe major T h e  officer wears piper in the piper m e n  beret i 
wears a green jacket and saf- green trousers and cames a working dress. 

- 
insignia? 

David Marriott has onlv to 
attend a Remembrance Pa&de 

I In all, the 49th fought in six bat- 
tles under great hardships, and 
with great distinction, during the 
two years it spent in China. As a 
result it won the honour of 'The 
Dragon", superscribed "China" 
which was adopted by the regi- 
ment in 1843. 

It was finally lost as any form of 
cap badge when the DERR 
merged with the Gloucestershire 
Regiment. It can now be seen on 
the buttons of No 2 dress and the 
regimental colour of the RGBW. - 
M J Mclntyre, Hungerford, 
Berks. 

Dragon badge and A 

how it was won 
The point ralsed by Mr J Levlne, of Brlghton (Jan 20) about the Royal 
Berkshire Reglment's Chinese Dragon cap badge and Its simllarity to 
the badge of the Hang Kong Mliitary Service Corps drew our biggest 
mailbag on a single subject for some time. Here Is a selection of 
replies. More in  the next Issue. 

Kong Volunteer Defence Corps in FiQhthQ 49th 
THE 491h Foot, later the 1st Bat- May, 1854. 
talion, Princess Charlotte of I would suggest that the design- 
Wales's (Royal Berkshire Regi- er referred to the Royal Berkshire 
ment) was awarded the China badge, especially as the previous 
Dragon superscribed '"China" as a badges of the Volunteer Defence 
battle honour for its conduct in the Corns had depicted two dragons. 

"normal", but not unknown. - 
Hugh L Klng, Farnham, Surrey. 

Six battles 
AS pall of the British force during 
the Opium War, the 49th'~ first 
engagement was the capture of 
the forts on the heights of Canton. 
Other engagements by the 49th 
were the capture of Amoy and the 

Not u n W  
IT is not unusual for several regi- 
ments to use the same honour on first China War of 1840-42. Regardingthe further question 

It was proudly worn on the whether it is normal to appropriate 
49th'~ head-dress for more than another unit's badge, it is not 
100 years and continued to be 
prominent in the cap badge of the 
combined regiment, The Duke of 
Edinburgh's Royal Regiment 
(Berkshire and Wiltshire). 

However, since the further 
amalgamation with The Glouces- 
tershire Regiment it appears only 
on the buttons. 

The Chinese dragon has long 
represented the geographical and 
ethnic origins of many of members 
of the various military forces 
raised in the Colony. These Origi- 
nated with the raising of the Hong 

island of Chusan and the taking of 
the heights of Chinhae. Chapoo 
and Chin Keang Foo. 

their badges. The HLF and the 1st 
Punjab Regiment badges both 
carry an elephant and scroll 
"Assays". 

Other devices used by several 
regiments include the Garter Star, 
the Sphinx above "Egypt" and the 
Castle of Gibraltar. - P R McDon- 
aid, Aldbrough, E Yorks. 

DbQaSe IN total, three regiments went to 

China and fighting was severe. 
Disease was, however, the 
greater enemy. - Bertk Greer 
(Cadet RGBW), Newbury, 
Berks. 
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Fex: (01474 537168. a 
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T-SHIRTS & SWEATSHIRTS Plus P R l N l  I 
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TO YOI ! OWN~ESIGN 
"'TS 

* Sww --. SHIRTS 
* POLOSHIRTS c ,K, MADE OLIVE GREEN 1 in orders of more than 20 shirts) 

'SHIRTS, SWEATSHIRTS 
! *RUGBYSHIRTS -4 

* DRILL TOPS 
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OlOSHlRTS AND CAPS, 1 
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iMB RO I DERE D 
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I r-?3 Claim a FREE! Sweatshirt in 1997 1 
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~~ 
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you will also qualify for a free sweatshirt which will be sent with your main order. 

31LvL-n w r m u w  
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MILE END . LONDON E l  4 I w To claim your shirt-return this coupon to TEES TOTAL when making your order. I 
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P i * u d  durlng I tminlng d O n  On th. Bdng.tOl0 CsrUl, Capl Tpd Martln ha8 paddled, swum, 
cycled and run hi8 wmy to World and Europeen .pomng honour8 

Ted Martin: an 
enduring talent 

“I had to drive to some of the 
events in Europ. h a u s e  I 
couldn’t afford the train fares. 
Fortunately, the Army Spwtr 
~ottery backed mm with a grant 
ofEI,M)(L” 

Surpriaingly, the sport does 
not heve il. own Army champl- 
onship, but Cept Martin is 
hoping to recto that omls- 
aion. On beheif of the ~ r m y  
School of Phvsicai hinino 

NHEN Capl led Martin joined 
h. Army 30 years ego, he can 
iardiy hsvs to end up 

quadrathion champion, but 
hat I. precl8dy what h I p  
mned. 
Th. Army Physical Training 

!la Mathlon. He had always 
ar- enduranca events and 

1s a World M d  Europssn 

k P 8  ahl- Cametothem 

m k  MI( in th. 1984 world 

internationel weter polo player 
and swimmer, and once held 
the Combined Sewleerr 1OOm 
buttetfiyrecord. 

Akeenaportanan,hewasa 
member of the 7 Panchute 
Regiment RHA Nordic ski team 
for four seesons and was both 
player and coach for the W s h  
handball team. 

When firet commhloned, 
he wna posted to the then 

rlathlOn c h a m ~ i p z 3 .  and 3 RbME Flegimeni 
Competing in the world Royal Englneem, he is 

quadrathion champion- orgenlslng an Army open 
lhlpa for the firat nm in lnvltation quadnthlon 
1995, led won the veterans’ Army Catering Corps appren- competition at Gibraltar Ber- 
l e  for his sga group, corn tice college at -hot, rack., Minlq next month. 
~leUngthafourswntcompe(l- where he organbed nine The challenging event, a new 
ion in juat under eight hour8 ahrenturour trainlng expedc addltfon to the Brltleh Quad- . . no maen lbat for a 5 h  aea tlons in three years. rethlon Aesoclation calendar, 
wim, zom WE kayek rem, In Bellze, ha helped stert up will help Identify talented 
tWkm cyck, ride and a 21km a hmd to preserve a OBCtlon of quedrethietes who m i d  c m  
un. b e e  reof by swlmmlng 16 pete in this year’s Brltlsh and 

mllerr through aherk-infesw EumpoPn champlomhips. 
whsn SSWlMCh bug afkted rUat.n from the reef back to capi Martin saw ‘‘it is aiso 
11. bnn. He did, homver, themdnlmd. Intended ea an introduction to 
ncover to enter the European Compethg in quadrethlon t)u, sport for military perron- 
:up quadrathlon eerke, corn mn be expensive. The m of nd. 

“Once soldiers and their mthg in Hungary, Germany, travel end qulpment is con. 
units becoma eware of the Ipln, MtaIn and the Czech sidembie. 

iepubiic and f in lsM first In “My reclng bicycle alone compeutive natura of quad- 
ib ass group. cost f1.800 and then I had to rathion, I ballsvs It will really 
led (45) 1s a hwmer Army, pay another U00 to upgrade take ow ee en m y  sport thls 

bmbined 8 m b  and Wdsh the wheels,” raid Rd. .Bason.”-WM 
I 

LaM Mm, he lOa h b  tlUS 

Five-star champions 
G lad i ato r 
Jude set 
to bow 
out with 
fifth title 
SSGT Jude Shenton (AF’TC) 
won the women’s individual 
giant slalom at St Moritz and 
looks set to become Army 
women’s Alpine champion for 
the Mh time in her last war of 
competition with the Army. 

Shenton, who took part in 
the G[adiazors television show 
last summer, was more than 
three seconds ahead of her 
nearest rivals, Caps Emma 
Watson-Mack and Kirsty Pem- 
henon-F’igott. 

The Army Winter Sports 
Association’s formight-long 
5orh anniversary meeting - 
AWSA 50 - attracted more 
than 450 soldiers. Among the 
spmators was Lord Glen- 
toran, who as Capt Robin 
Dixon, Gren Gds, won a gold 
medal in the two-man hob at 
the 1964 Winter Olympics. 

Sgt David Belam (3 FW.4) 
powered to victory in the 1 5 h  
British and Inter-Services clas- 
sical c m s s s o u n q  for a 
remarkable tifth year in aucces- 
sion. He heat off a determined 
challenge from Olympic veter- 

S g t  ~ u d a  Shenton (APTC) on her way to vlctory in th. womm’a individual giant awom at St Wdk. n put 
her on owree to win the o d l  Alpine title for the frith time. Shenton le bawd in Wake 

an Sgt Michacl Dixon (35 soldiers competed in the inter- and Cpl Dean Ward (2 Para) 
Engr Regt) and LCpl Wayne national Coppa d’Italia race on notched up their highest-ever 
Kennan (QRH). the Cmta  m. placing m the two-man bob- 

Belam, a former British Aiier a night of hemy frost, sleigh World Championship at 
Olympic Nordic ski team the run was fast and a season’s St Moritz, iinishing eighth in a 
member, said “I really wanted best run of 528ec was achieved 
&is one. It has never been won by a Swiss rider. After the race, San,  the 
6ve times in a row before so I Three Army riders were Bridsh number one driver, 
am very pleased. placed in the mp half of the 60- said “I’m pleased with the way 

“The coursewas a hard one, smng field. Maj Rupen Wie- it went. Our previous best was 
with a lot of uphill and few loch, racing on a traditional tenth and it proves that slowly 
places to recover. We got the toboggan, fmislled 17th, with but surely the driving is getting 
wax right .md put Ragthing Capt Chadie %later and Maj h e r . ”  
into it, and it all worked out.” Mntthew Sample not far 0 A munbup d n-, pic- 

50 opening ceremony, seven Cpl Sean Ollson ( I  Para) 

topclllgs field. 

The day before the AWSA behind t n  and WUi l .  trOm AWSA 60 
’ ’ wlii appear in the next Issue. 

County dish out a lesson in teamwork 
Army 0, Hampshire 3 

THE Army women’s football 
team could not have chosen a 
mugher s m  to their south 
West Counties Championship 
campaign when Hampshire 
were the visitors to the Military 
Stadium, Aldershot, writes 
-Clr Bly. 

While Army coach QMSI 
Joe Roach is sal hard at work 
formulating his squad, the 
county party consisted of 12 
players from the Southampton 
Saints WFC who play their 
soccer  in t h e  Nat ional  

Women’s Premier Division. 
Centre back and skipper of the 
county si& was or-En$and 
international Linda CO& 

Hampshire quickly adapted 
to the heavy conditions and 
Sgts Max &Que and Dehbie 
Batey and Res Battama and 
Leader had to work hard in 
defence to coatain the non- 
stop county onslaught. 

Army keeper LCpl Tmcey 
Gamer saw plenty of the action 
and her use of feet and legs to 
keep out Hampshire goal 
attempts mused some anxious 
moments for home supponers. 

, 
I 

The opening goal arrived in 
the 36th minute when Hilary 
Carter (Wimbledon WFC) 
outpaced McQue and put 
charlie S i  clear. Five min- 
utes later Hampshire went fur- 
ther ahead through Claire 
Butler. 

Army ansckes Cpl Terry 
Bennett, Re Naomi Burden 
and Pte TMa Smyth got little 
change out oftheir more expe- 
rienced markers and, with the 
Army defence and midfield 
spending most of the time on 
the receiving end, saw little of 
the h a .  

Bdr Sharon Black did make 
one clear opening for Smyth 
but her shot was deflected for a 
flag kick which was clcared. 

In the 62nd minute Butler 
scored B third for the visitors. 
This South West Counties 

iixture was a tough assignment 
for the Amy women and they 
will ben& from the experi- 
fight ence. They and never Leader, gave up Batey, the 

McQue and Burden fought 
drelessly while Bennett, a lone 
figure up k n t ,  n e w  stopped 
looking for gaps in the county 
defence. 

FA slam 
five past 
Services 
FA 5, Comblned Servicecl 0 

OXFORD City’s tiny stadium 
pmvided the venue for this 
season’s pmtigious battle 
between the Combined Sa- 
vices andthe Footbull Assoda- 
don, writes Derrick Bly. 

Services traditionally use the 
fixnve to make final prepara- 
tions for the Kentish Cup 
matches against the Belgian 
and Dutch Armed Forces and, 
on thin occasion, the FA field- 
ed a strong squad of players 
from the Vauxhall Conference 
League. 

After an early god ammpt 
by POAEA Nigel Thwaires 
0, the semi-professionals 
went in front in the 20th 
minure. A cross from the right 
was flicked on into the cmwd- 
ed area and Kidderminster 
striker Hughes headed past the 
Services keeper, Cfn Ian 
Elliott. 

Within a minute a bad 
bounce in the penalty area 
from a 25-yard shot by Oxford 
City striker Forinton deceived 
Elliott and the ball ended up in 
the hack ofthe net. 

The best effort from Ser- 
vices came when SAC Cbris 
McGuire (RAF) jinked past 
two FA defenders, but his left 
foot drive was high and wide. 

Services were further 
exposed in the 32nd minute 
when Cpl Gary Wooton lost 
his footing and Hughes 
srepped in to give the unpro- 
tected Ellion no chance. 

A floodlight fsilure brought 
the first half to an abrupt end, 
hut within 6ve minutes of the 
restart Harriers winger 
Hughes completedhishat trick 
when he turned h a  am. 
The Mh FA god came when 

WO2 ALan Higgins lostposses- 
sion in midfield and a long ball 
by Cousins (Yeovil Town) wa9 
glanced home by Slough Town 
player ClifiHercles. 
The Vauxhall Leaguers were 

in a class of their own on the 
night and EUiott made three 
good saves later in the game to 
prevent an even bigger defeat. 
Substitute Cpl Lee Innes 
added some fire to the front 
line but the strong FA defence 
gave very little away. 
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Desert Rats win battle of 
the signal squadrons are TAR FREE ! 
IF REPUTATION W ~ S  any- 
thing to go by, 216 Parachute 
Signal Squadron should have 
been clear winners of the Anny 
Minor Units novice team 
boxing championships, but 
they were outpunched and 
outpaced by a far superior 7 
Armoured Brigade Signal 
Squadron team, d t e s  
Laurie Manton. 

The Desert Rats won the 
contest at the Aldershot boxing 
centre by five bouts to two. 

Cpl Tony Caulfield (7 Bde) 
made a fast and furious start in 
his featherweight bout against 
Sig Jimmy Shaw. Shaw took a 
standing count in the second 
round, surviving through to 
the third and final round, 
albeit in a bloodied state. 
Caulfield won unanimously on 

In an exciting lightweight 
contest, Sig Gaz Woolley (7 
Bde) earned a unanimous 
points win despite taking a 
standing count in the 6rut 
round against LCpl Nick Jenk- 
ins. 

LCpl Titch Meakin was far 
too strong for Sig Loddy 
Jones (216) at lii-welter- 
weight and the referee had to 
step in smartly to stop the 
contest to prevent Jones being 
hurt. 

Army coach SSgt Andy 
Edwards was at ringside to 
look for fresh talent to add to 
his team. Meakin's name was 
probably on his list. 

The next two bouts p m  
duced 6rst-round wins, light- 
middleweight LCpl Car1 
Harris (7 Bde) stopping a 
badly-cut Sig Jakey Jakeman 

points. 1 

~ 

SIg Tricky Dick (right) lands the big punch whlch floored hie 7 Bde opponent, Sig Dave Wheeler 

and Sig Tricky Dick providing 
a fvst win for the Parachute 
Signal Squadron against mid- 
dleweight Sig Dave Wheeler. 

In the penultimate bout, 
light-heavyweights Sigs Thom- 
m o  Thompson and Chris 
Moore (7 Bde) went the dis- 
tance, with Moore winning on 
a majority decision. 

Sgt YafYaifai (7 Bde) flew at 
his opponent in the opening 

seconds of the final contest of 
the evening, almost knocking 
him over in the rush. After the 
referee persuaded him to calm 
down, Yafai took a fair bit of 
punishment from his welter- 
weight opponent, LCpl Pete 
Watson, who won convincingly 
on points. 

Featherweight winner Cpl 
Tony Caulfield won the award 
for the most promising boxer. 

Bonus draw 
marks lottery 
landmark 

THE millionth pound In prize 
money since the ~ r m y  sports 
Lottery began more then 
three years ego will be pald 
out on April 12. 

Mal Alan Caesie, lottery 
manager, said '70 mark the 
OCcBsion, the prlze money for 
the April draw will be 
Increased from f6,OOO to 
!l7,5W. The top prlze will be 
f3,ooo." 

Cash ralsed so fer for Army 
sport by the lottery amounts 
to f1.37 million. it has been 
pald out In dlrect grants and 
to Army Sports Control Board 
trust funds. 

To quailfy for the big April 
draw, new entrants to the iot- 
tery scheme have until the 
end of February to get their 
application forma to Maj 
Cassie. They can be obtained 
from unit reglmental admin 
offices. 

,-; 

' i  

Wl for a full inionnation mac1 giving oetai18 of out s~eciai w i m m  TU( w e  Mfs, 
Finance and Part Exchange, or complete and return the cornor kkw. Taff boots Navy into touch 

Army U-21s 18, RN U-218 12 

A YOUNG Royal Navy team 
arrived at Aldershot with their 
tails up and confidence at a 
peak after demolishing a Royal 
Air Force team by 49 points to 
nil a week earlier, writes Tom 
Wye. 

The red-shined Army team 
had Sprs Taff Grif6ths and 
Matt Chalmers in their ranks 
for the first time this season, 
02 

the former fresh from an oper- 
ational tour in Bosnia. 

The players also had the 
benefit of being coached by 
WO2 Nipper Garrett, a veter- 
an of many inter-Setvice bat- 
tles at Under-21 level. 

As usual in these encounters, 
the match was played at a fran- 
tic pace with no quarter given, 
With points from penalties 
likely to be crucial, the duties of 
the kicker were critical. 

GriEitb, playing his first full 
game of the season, rose to the 
occasion and slotted two out of 
two to make the half-time score 
6-6. His opposite number 
managed only two out of six. 

In the second half the Army 
built up a 15-6 advantage, all 
the points scored by Gritfth. 
The visitors clawed back to 15- 
12 before T a t h e  Boot kicked 
the penalty that made the 
game safe for the Army. 

I - 
TMank: ................. Initials: ............. SURNAME: .................................................. 
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Laurie Manton. 

The Desert Rats won the 
contest at the Aldershot boxing 
centre by five bouts to two. 

Cpl Tony Caulfield (7 Bde) 
made a fast and furious start in 
his featherweight bout against 
Sig Jimmy Shaw. Shaw took a 
standing count in the second 
round, surviving through to 
the third and final round, 
albeit in a bloodied state. 
Caulfield won unanimously on 

In an exciting lightweight 
contest, Sig Gaz Woolley (7 
Bde) earned a unanimous 
points win despite taking a 
standing count in the 6rut 
round against LCpl Nick Jenk- 
ins. 

LCpl Titch Meakin was far 
too strong for Sig Loddy 
Jones (216) at lii-welter- 
weight and the referee had to 
step in smartly to stop the 
contest to prevent Jones being 
hurt. 

Army coach SSgt Andy 
Edwards was at ringside to 
look for fresh talent to add to 
his team. Meakin's name was 
probably on his list. 

The next two bouts p m  
duced 6rst-round wins, light- 
middleweight LCpl Car1 
Harris (7 Bde) stopping a 
badly-cut Sig Jakey Jakeman 

points. 1 

~ 

SIg Tricky Dick (right) lands the big punch whlch floored hie 7 Bde opponent, Sig Dave Wheeler 

and Sig Tricky Dick providing 
a fvst win for the Parachute 
Signal Squadron against mid- 
dleweight Sig Dave Wheeler. 

In the penultimate bout, 
light-heavyweights Sigs Thom- 
m o  Thompson and Chris 
Moore (7 Bde) went the dis- 
tance, with Moore winning on 
a majority decision. 

Sgt YafYaifai (7 Bde) flew at 
his opponent in the opening 

seconds of the final contest of 
the evening, almost knocking 
him over in the rush. After the 
referee persuaded him to calm 
down, Yafai took a fair bit of 
punishment from his welter- 
weight opponent, LCpl Pete 
Watson, who won convincingly 
on points. 

Featherweight winner Cpl 
Tony Caulfield won the award 
for the most promising boxer. 

Bonus draw 
marks lottery 
landmark 

THE millionth pound In prize 
money since the ~ r m y  sports 
Lottery began more then 
three years ego will be pald 
out on April 12. 

Mal Alan Caesie, lottery 
manager, said '70 mark the 
OCcBsion, the prlze money for 
the April draw will be 
Increased from f6,OOO to 
!l7,5W. The top prlze will be 
f3,ooo." 

Cash ralsed so fer for Army 
sport by the lottery amounts 
to f1.37 million. it has been 
pald out In dlrect grants and 
to Army Sports Control Board 
trust funds. 

To quailfy for the big April 
draw, new entrants to the iot- 
tery scheme have until the 
end of February to get their 
application forma to Maj 
Cassie. They can be obtained 
from unit reglmental admin 
offices. 
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Army U-21s 18, RN U-218 12 

A YOUNG Royal Navy team 
arrived at Aldershot with their 
tails up and confidence at a 
peak after demolishing a Royal 
Air Force team by 49 points to 
nil a week earlier, writes Tom 
Wye. 

The red-shined Army team 
had Sprs Taff Grif6ths and 
Matt Chalmers in their ranks 
for the first time this season, 
02 

the former fresh from an oper- 
ational tour in Bosnia. 

The players also had the 
benefit of being coached by 
WO2 Nipper Garrett, a veter- 
an of many inter-Setvice bat- 
tles at Under-21 level. 

As usual in these encounters, 
the match was played at a fran- 
tic pace with no quarter given, 
With points from penalties 
likely to be crucial, the duties of 
the kicker were critical. 

GriEitb, playing his first full 
game of the season, rose to the 
occasion and slotted two out of 
two to make the half-time score 
6-6. His opposite number 
managed only two out of six. 

In the second half the Army 
built up a 15-6 advantage, all 
the points scored by Gritfth. 
The visitors clawed back to 15- 
12 before T a t h e  Boot kicked 
the penalty that made the 
game safe for the Army. 
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