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INFLATABLE BUILDINGS
FOR THE MILITARY

Provides emergency all weather cover in minutes

WE WILL TAILOR MAKE UNITS TO SUIT YOUR REQUIREMENTS

Urgent request from the Royal Unit can be made in a multitude of Unit can be erected in any weather
Electrical and Mechanical Engineers sizes and colours it can also be on any terrain in minutes.

for quick er ‘constructed in DPM.

WHEN YOU NEED INSTANT COVER, ERECTED IN SECONDS WHICH IS LIGHT &
YET STRONG, FLEXIBLE YET ROBUST AND DOESN'T INCREASE IN WEIGHT &
WHEN WET, YOU’LL FIND AIRESHELTA THE IDEAL SOLUTION.

KNITE LINK LIGHT SYSTEM

Aireshelta’s revolutionary new lighting system 110V, 220V or 240V, 36 watt compact fluorescent
lights with tripod will give you extensive floodlighting capacity with minimum energy consumption.
Each lamp consumes only 36 watts. The light output is better than a 500 watt Tungsten equivalent,
with up to 50% more usable light and up to 20% larger footprint than any other similar system. It is
also cold to the touch. Each element is able to give you 5000 hours of life.

TELEPHONE: 44 01484 646559 FACSIMILE: 44 01484 644450
Email Richard@airshel.demon.co.uk
AIRESHELTA, JUBILEE WORKS, 10 DALE STREET, LONGWOOD, HUDDERSFIELD, HD3 4TG

and Transportatios Flight RAF ST,
Duck, at the
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mobile Naafi canteen in Cairo in 1941; and
(left) chief taster Steve Cooper passes
judgement on a more recent blend in the

tea factory at Amesbury in Wiltshire

Naafi goes

.. . but you can still buy the char

NAAFD’s famous blend of tea — synonymous with the soldier’s “char
and wad” - is not threatened by the loss of the company’s £400 million
contract to supply food to the Armed Forces in the United Kingdom
and Germany. In fact, the distinctive brew, which has sustained troops
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worldwide, might even become more widely available.

Blending will go on in the tea
factory at Naafi’s headquarters
at Amesbury, Wilts, at least in
the short term. A spokes-
woman said that Naafi would
be looking to sell licences for
the special blend to other tea
makers so that the product
could become available in
supermarket chains.

Reassurances have also been
given on any impact the loss of
the contract might have on
welfare funding through the
annual rebate. In the past five
years Naafi has returned £17.8
million to the Service commu-
nity through activities ranging
from added discounts in its
shops to creating better sport-
ing facilities. The Naafi Coun-
cil has stated its commitment
to ensuring the knock-on effect
is minimal.

Following the decision by
the Ministry of Defence to
award the food supply contract
to Booker Foodservice Group,

Naafi is to focus on its tradi-
tional core business of shops,
clubs, the Expeditionary
Forces Institute (EFI) and
naval canteen services. But,
with the lost contract account-
ing for a quarter of Naafi’s
turnover, 2,000 jobs are to go
at depots in Wiltshire and Not-
tinghamshire and at Kempen,
Germany.

EFI canteens used by troops
in operational areas such as
Bosnia will remain unaffected
by the switch to Booker.

Targets exceeded

In concentrating on clubs
and convenience shops, Naafi
will be looking to build on the
progress it has made following
conversions to outlets at Bices-
ter, Blandford, Bovington, Her-
mitage and Catterick, where
sales targets are said to have
been dramatically exceeded.

The Silver Horse pub at
Hazebrouck Barracks, Arbor-

field, an experimental joint
venture with Scottish Courage
Brewers, has been described as
an outstanding success since it
opened in December. Both
shop and pub developments
are part of a major restructur-
ing of Naafi following an inde-
pendent review.

Another strand is Naafi’s
financial services operation
which will continue through
the creation of a new company,
Warrior Group plc, in partner-
ship with banking institutions.

Booker is to take over on
October 1 for a five-year
period. The announcement by
Armed Forces Minister
Nicholas Soames on January
28 said the contract covered
the purchase, warehousing and
distribution of food supplies
for the Armed Forces in the
UK and Germany, and the
needs of ships, exercises and
operations worldwide.

® Turn to Page 9
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How Can You Be Sure It’s a Good One?

When It’s a Natocars’ Car!

* 14 day no quibble exchange

* Free RAC inspection and report

* Insurance write-off check

¢ Fully comprehensive warranty

* UK/Europe breakdown membership

¢ Lower monthly payment finance scheme
¢ Special offers

¢ Discounted insurance premium

* Instant maximum No Claims Bonus*

* Complete list and photo service

¢ Reservation for up to 3 months

* Delivery to the destination of your choice
* 30 year reputation for fair dealing

fax or personal visit - We Guarantee It!

. NATOCAR

NN A Rewarding Experience

Tel. 01278 455555 » Fax 01278 450396
*Subject to status.
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A CLUE why French soldiers
who served in the Gulf War do
not appear to have suffered
symptoms similar to those of
other nations has been given
by Defence Minister Earl Howe.

Lord Williams of Elvel asked

in the House of Lords on Janu-
ary 16 why symptoms of iliness
were appearing among Czech,
Slovak, Danish, American and
British soldiers but not, appar-
ently, among French troops.

In reply, Defence Minister

NAPS ‘not given’ to French troops in war

Earl Howe said that the French
“did not give their troops, as |
understand it, any form of pro-
tective immunisation against
either chemical or biological
agents. d

“Nerve agent pre-treatment

‘Units told to search for

sets [NAPS] were not taken by
the French troops.

“The French authorities have
also advised that their troops
did not use organophosphate
pesticides or insecticides
during the Gulf War.”

Gulf War jab records

UNITS which served in the
Gulf War have been told to dig
out any nominal rolls used to
record the names of troops
who received inoculations in
the desert.

There is evidence to suggest
that many units deployed to
Saudi Arabia used the rolls as a
method of recording the infor-
mation.

In the light of major parlia-
mentary and public interest in
Gulf War medical records, the
Ministry of Defence has
instructed that an “intensive
search” be conducted to iden-
tify nominal rolls held at unit
level.

Main headquarters have
been ordered to organise
searches of rear parties and
rear HQs for documents.
Headquarters have also been
told to identify any units which
do not respond to the signal.

Armed Forces Minister
Nicholas Soames said in a
Commons written reply to a
question from Shadow Defence
Secretary Dr David Clark that
Gulf War vaccination details
should have been copied from
the rolls on to the medical
record form FMed44, and on
to BMed27 where available.

“Unfortunately in many
cases transcription of the rele-
vant details has not taken
place,” he said. “Some nomi-
nal rolls have also been lost or
destroyed since the conflict.

“A search has now been ini-
tiated for any surviving nomi-
nal rolls, and medical records
of Gulf veterans which are cur-
rently incomplete will be

Czech Republic Foreign Minister Milfoliv Vybory
presents Cpl Allen Belton with the Czech Peace-
keeping Medal at HQ MND (SW) in Banja Luka,
Bosnia. The medal, which was also presented to
Maj Gen Evelyn Webb-Carter, Brig David Leakey,
Maj George Lowder and Maj Tim Kidwell, was for

updated to a more acceptable
standard wherever possible.”
In a further reply Mr Soames
said that family doctors were
not charged for copies of Ser-
vice medical records to help
them treat patients but patients
themselves were charged £10
plus 10p per sheet.
Meanwhile, at the invitation
of Mr Soames, the Royal
British Legion has submitted a
five-point plan on how medical
provision for people leaving the
Services could be improved.
RBL recommendations are:

1. That every Serviceman or
woman, on discharge, be given
a copy of his or her medical
record and advised to hand it
to their new GP on registra-
tion.

2. A veterans’ register, and
registry service, be initiated
immediately for all Service
personnel serving today and
those who join thereafter.

3. Those suffering from
Post-Traumatic Stress Disor-
der (PTSD) on discharge
should, with their approval, be
automatically referred to the

their contribution to the peace operation while
working with Czech forces in Bosnia.

® A Memorandum of Understanding between
Britain and the Czech Republic was signed in
London by Defence Secretary Michae! Portillo and
Dr Miloslav Vyborny, the Czech Defence Minister.

Ex-Services Mental Welfare
Society.

4. A unit similar to that
established to diagnose and
monitor Gulf War illnesses be
established as a permanent fix-
ture to assist GPs with the
treatment of problems arising
from ex-Service people and
their families.

5. Ex-Service personnel
required to attend MoD-spon-
sored medical examinations
should receive travel warrants
and accommodation costs.
® See Around the Houses, Page 7
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Put Computers To Work For
Your Future With a
28 Day Resettlement Course

n
¢ Computer Maintenance ¢
City & Guilds Level 2 Qualification
No previous experience required
Maximum of 8 delegates per course
Practical Training by constructing a Pentium computer which you keep
Cost covered by resettlement funding

- % Two New Courses For 1997 *
¢ Journalism & The Media ¢

Apple Macintosh based training on Journalism &
Newsgathering techniques
City & Guilds Qualification

¢ The Media Photographer’s Course ¢
Hands On approach giving you first hand experience
of the life of a working photographer

Offer subject to status and connection fee and the signing of a 12 month airt
Cellular Services. Phone shown subject to change. Line rental £15 a month ex VAT, Proof of ID required.

ESSENTIAL

KIT. £9.99.

Motorola D460 £9.99
Exclusive to HM Forces

#* No deposit

#* Use in over 50 countries
* Per second billing

* Digital quality

* Instant credit pass

For further details and mail order CALL TODAY

01252 316222
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PO Box 115, Wetherby, West Yorks LS22 5XS
Tel: ++44 (0) 1937 587465 Fax: ++44 (0) 1937 580982

You can pay by: Access, Mastercard, |
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NEWSLINE;

New CGS takes up appointment

GEN Sir Roger Wheeler began
his appointment as Chief of the
General Staff on February 3,
taking over from Gen Sir
Charles Guthrie, who is to

become Chief of the Defence
Staff on the retirement of Fd
Marshal Sir Peter Inge.

Gen Wheeler was succeeded
as Commander-in-Chief Land

Command by Lt Gen Sir
Michael Walker, who took up
the appointment at his Wilton
headquarters on January 30 in
the rank of general.

Snap shot: Cpl Jason Stiff of the 1st Battalion, The
Parachute Regiment explains the finer points of
the L96 sniper rifle to Lt Gen Jacques Baton, com-
mander of the French Force D’Action Rapide.

During a day in Aldershot, Gen Baton called on 5
Airborne Brigade and visited static displays put on
by 1 Para and 216 Para Sig Sqn. He took a keen
interest in weapon systems used by the brigade.

NHS treats soldiers to cut
military hospital waiting

UP to 1,300 military patients
are being treated until the end
of March under a special
arrangement introduced to
reduce the waiting times at
military hospitals.

Started at the end of last
month, the one-off initiative is
designed to reduce the time
that military personnel have to
wait for treatment, by allowing
those currently on the waiting
list to be treated by two
National Health Service Trusts,
at Portsmouth and Coventry.

The MoD has been assured
the scheme will have no detri-
mental effect on the length of
time civilian patients will have
to wait at those hospitals.

A combination of factors —

The Territorial Army was 1,700
below its establishment of
59,000 on April 1, 1996. — Par-
liamentary reply.

namely the significant number
of military medical staff going
to Bosnia, especially now there
is an ongoing commitment
there, recruiting difficulties
and the recent re-organisation
of the Defence Medical Ser-
vice —has led to the build-up of
waiting lists. Military patients
being treated are mainly

orthopaedic cases, although
there will be some rheumatol-
ogy, ENT and general surgery.
The initiative, result of close
co-operation between the
Defence  Secondary  Care
Agency and the National
Health service, should enable
patients to be restored more
quickly to operational fitness.

New guard force on trial

A PILOT scheme to replace
MoD Police (MDP) with Mili-
tary Provost Guard Service
(MPGS) soldiers is to start in
April at four trial sites.
Recruiting has begun for the
new service, which will initially
involve 188 soldiers providing
armed security at Chicksands,
Chilwell-Chetwynd Barracks,
BOD Donnington and Land
Command, Wilton, establish-
ments which represent a spec-
trum of units within the UK.

MPGS staff will carry out the
functions of the station guard,
including the quick reaction
force. They will be able to make
random searches and some will
be trained to handle dogs.

If the trial is successful,
MPGS soldiers, equipped with
SAB80 rifles, would replace
MDP personnel at other mili-
tary locations where police
officers are complemented for
armed guarding rather than
constabulary duties.

topics from Westminster

Veterans’
unit still
an option

A FRESH proposal by the Royall
British Legion for an ex-Service
affairs unit as a focal point for
veterans' problems is being con-
sidered by the Government.

Announcing this at the end of
a Lords debate on January 16,
Defence Minister Earl Howe said
ex-Service organisations would
be consulted.

He said he understood the
RBL did not see the proposed
unit as dealing directly with indi-
viduals' problems but as a co-
ordinating point, on behalf of
appropriate ministries, available
to help ex-Service organisations.

An RBL proposal for a special
department to deal with veterans’
welfare had been considered by
the Government to be unneces-
sarily bureaucratic, he said.

At the start of the debate
Baroness Dean of Thornton-le-
Fylde had called for a special
Defence Ministry unit, with a
designated minister, to look after
the interests of ex-Servicemen
and women and their dependants.

As an RBL representative,
Lord Molloy said the organisa-
tion’s thinking was for an ex-Ser-
vice unit within MoD or the DSS
which would co-operate with
and advise all departments.

OMBUDSMAN

Lord Freyberg favoured the
appointment of an ombudsman
rather than a minister.

Earl Haig, the First World War
field marshal's son, told peers: “|
know ex-Servicemen who are
wandering the streets unable to
find the help which is available if
only they knew where to find it.”

Q O 0

Delays in the award of war
pensions for veterans who are il
as a result of Gulf War service
were explained in the Lords by
Social Security Minister Lord
Mackay of Ardbrecknish.

Replying to the Countess of
Mar on January 27, he said deci-
sions were taking longer because
of ill-defined symptoms and the
time taken to assess medical and
service evidence. Steps had been
taken to speed the process.

Later he said about 180
claims relating to illness con-
nected with the Gulf War had
been awarded.




Museum of Army
Transport to close

LACK OF funds has caused a
major military museum to
close. A High Court order has
been granted to start the wind-
ing up process for the Museum
of Army Transport in Beverley,
North Humberside.

The action was taken follow-
ing a statement by the board of
trustees that the museum
“must close due to insur-
mountable financial prob-
lems™.

A spokesman said: “The
museum’s financial predica-
ment has been well known
since last autumn.

“The withdrawal of local
authority support dealt the
fatal blow. The prospect of a
Lottery-financed feasibility
study for moving the museum
to Driffield has receded after
protracted negotiations with
the Defence Ministry.”

Final straw in the crisis was
the ending of a subsidy by the
local authority. The new East
Riding District Council raised
doubts about its continued
support last April but kept
hopes alive with a payment of
£35,000 up to the end of Sep-
tember.

A large number of artefacts

gIts a fact oy

IN a survey conducted since
1992, 3,500 returns to date
show that 81 per cent of Ser-
vice leavers are “employed or
otherwise engaged in their
chosen activity” within three
months of leaving. — Parlia-
mentary reply.

MPs in
Bosnia

BOSNIA-based 39 Engineer
Regiment played host to two
MPs under the MoD’s Armed
Forces Parliamentary Scheme
when Lady Olga Maitland and
John Robertson were briefed in
Gornji Vakuf.

Maj Chris Wellman, OC 48
Field Squadron (Air Support),
said the scheme allowed MPs
to see how the Armed Forces
worked in the field.

About 5,000 British troops
are involved in Op Lodestar as
part of the 35,000-strong NATO
Stabilisation Force (SFOR).

8

on display - they include the
Rolls-Royce used by Monty in
North West Europe and a
wagon used by Lord Roberts in
the Boer War — belong to the
Army and the National Army
Museum. It is understood that
the MoD is looking at the feasi-
bility of the NAM, the British
Army’s principal museum,
taking responsibility for all the
vehicles.

Until a display site can be
identified, the MoD will be
considering ways of extracting
Army and NAM-owned arte-
facts and how best to store
them.

Opened in 1983 on the site
of a former tannery, the trans-
port museum was run by a pri-
vate organisation. The MoD

had no responsibility for its
operation.

It told the story of Army
transport from the Crimean
War to the Gulf, and included
trains and aircraft. A giant
Blackburn Beverley aircraft
had been recently restored and
put on display.

More than 130,000 people
visited the museum last year.

The MoD described the clo-
sure as a sad loss to the military
museum community.

® Museum trustees have
been advised that from April
1998 there will be a reduction
of 12.7 per cent in the contri-
bution MoD makes to the
funding of regimental and
corps museums. Not all muse-
ums will be affected.

Pte Jez Hammond receives the
first of four injections to pre-
pare him for a deployment to
Kenya with the 3rd Battalion,
The Prince of Wales’s Own Reg-
iment of Yorkshire.

The Yorkshire-based Territor-
ial Army unit was due to spend
six weeks training on Exercise
Grand Prix in Africa.

Jez, who fought and over-
came cancer before joining the
TA, received the Simpson
Memorial Trophy as 3 PWO's
top soldier last year. He has

Yorkié ;t
the sharp
end...

been accepted by the Regular
Army and will start training at
Glencorse in March before join-
ing his brothers-in-law in the
regiment’s 1st Battalion.

Administering the injection is
Sgt Anthony Wright RAMC.

Atlantic
rowers
pulling
together
for RNLI

TWO British Army officers are
on course to take part in a
transatlantic rowing race
scheduled to start from Tener-
ife in October.

Capts Martin Bellamy and
Mark Mortimer, both serving
in The Light Infantry, have had
a boat specially built in Kiel,
Germany for the crossing,
and will be training intensive-
ly off Mallorca.

News of their decision to
enter the 3,000-mile challenge
— and their determination to
cut the 73-day record by up to
13 days - first appeared in
Soldier in December 1995.

The race has been organ-
ised by Chay Blyth, who in
1966 rowed the Atlantic with
fellow Para John Ridgeway.

Bellamy and Mortimer have
added a further challenge by
undertaking to raise £68,000
to fund an Atlantic 75 lifeboat
for the RNLI. If they succeed,
they hope the lifeboat will be
based in one of the Light
Infantry’s recruiting areas.

Signals
flag up
RAF link

COLERNE-based 21 Signal
Regiment, the Army’s only
remaining air support signals
unit, has a unique new flag. For
the first time it incorporates
the RAF Strike Command crest.

It was presented to the regi-
ment at its base in Azimghur
Barracks in Wiltshire by Air
Chief Marshal Sir William
Wratten, Commander-in-Chief
Strike Command.

Regular and  Territorial
Army sub-units of 21 Regi-
ment took part in the parade
on January 29.

The regiment’s old flag
incorporated the RAF Ger-
many crest in recognition of its
strong domestic and opera-
tional ties at the time it was
presented in May 1984. Fol-
lowing the drawdown of forces
in Germany, 21 Regiment
moved to Colerne, which has
had an association with the
RAF since 1940 when an air-
field was constructed there.

I

Belts and braces: From left to right are the Lord Mayor of Liverpool, Clir Frank Doran, Lt Sie Barry, 2nd Lt

John Russell, and the Lord Mayor of Manchester, Clir Derek Shaw at Alexander Barracks, Dhekelia

Kings belt
up in style

HISTORIC links between the
1st Battalion, The King’s Reg-
iment and its traditional
recruiting centres of Liverpool
and Manchester were strength-
ened at a colourful parade in
Cyprus attended by the
mayors of both cities.

They were guests of honour
at a parade in Alexander Bar-
racks, Dhekelia Garrison,

during which they presented
new colour belts to the battal-
ion. The elaborately-decorated
belts are worn by Ensigns to
the Colour, soldiers charged
with carrying the colours.

Naafi goes back to basics

They replace two given to
the battalion by the cities of
Liverpool and Manchester in
April 1963. Intricately woven,
and worth about £2,000, the
belts are emblazoned with the
regimental badge and the coats
of arms of both cities and worn
over the shoulder.

Commanded by Lt Col
Clive Hodges, 1 Kings has
been stationed in Cyprus since
January last year to maintain
the security of the Dhekelia
British Sovereign Base Area.
The battalion is due to remain on
the island until March next year.

Woman
rescued

PTE David Stewart of The
Royal Irish Regiment jumped
into an Ulster river to save a
woman from drowning.

He was on checkpoint duty
when he saw the woman leap
from a bridge into the Lagan
at Lisburn, Co Antrim. She
was taken to hospital.

Norfolk cavalry

SCIMITARS of the 9th/12th
Royal Lancers have deployed
for the first time from their new
barracks in Swanton Morley to
exercise on Stanford training
area in Norfolk.

Commanded by Lt Col Nick
Everard, 9/12th L forms the
Army’s third armoured recon-
naissance unit. It is roled to the
rapid reaction corps (ARRC).

@ From Page 3

Answering a Parliamentary
question, he said that following
a competition for the follow-on
to Naafi’s initial three-year
contract, Booker had been
judged to offer the best overall
value for money for the MoD.

Naafi’s supply contract,
awarded in 1994, got off to a
bad start when a new cen-
tralised food ordering system
crashed. Disaster struck when

the telesales system linking the
main warehouse to units was
plugged in to bases in Ger-
many and Northern Ireland.

One catering officer
described the situation as
“pandemonium” as  food
arrived late or not at all, forcing
Army chefs to strip nearby
supermarkets in order to feed
troops.

Naafi chief executive Geof-
frey Dart has confirmed that a

high level of service to estab-
lishments and units will be
maintained until October 1,
and that Naafi will co-operate
in ensuring a trouble-free tran-
sition.

Naafi — the Navy, Army and
Air Forces Institutes — was
formed in 1921 to provide can-
teen services to the Armed
Forces. Its role later broadened
to incorporate other welfare
services.

What the papers have been saying

Rabies
test ‘not
reliable’

PLANS to scrap rabies controls
have hit an 11th-hour setback
after crucial blood tests proved
inaccurate. The tests, on which
plans to cut quarantine time for
pets from six months to one are
based, are proving up to 30 per
cent unreliable, — Daily Mail

1 Evacuation plans for hun-
dreds of British Service families
living in Cyprus have been
finalised as tensions rise on the
island. Holidaymakers and UK
passport holders living on the
island would be included in any
evacuation. — Daily Express

- Retired Special Air Service
Regiment personnel, including
Gen Sir Peter de la Billiere and
Bravo Two Zero author Andy
McNab, who have written about
the regiment's exploits, have
been banned from all SAS
premises. — Sun

A The provision of military
cadet training is to be expanded
to make it available to all
teenagers if the Conservatives
win the election, in a bid to instil
a greater sense of self-disci-
pline, under proposals being
worked on by Defence Secre-
tary Michael Portillo. — Guardian

1 A Gurkha veterans' group,
the Gurkha Army Ex-Service-
men’s Association, is threaten-
ing to sue the Government for
“discrimination” against old sol-
diers which, it says, has left
thousands in penury. It is to
press its claim for pensions
equal to those of British-born
troops. — Daily Telegraph

[ Scores of former prisoners-
of-war are stepping up their
protests at the Government's
failure to give back £25 million
in “lost” pay docked from their
wages while they were in PoW
camps. — Mail on Sunday

J As Portsmouth hospitals
signed a contract to treat Ser-
vice personnel (see Page 7),
Gosport MP  Peter Viggers
warned that cuts to the military
medical service had gone too
far. — The News, Portsmouth
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THE suggestion that most schools
should run a cadet corps has
thrown up interesting reactions.

Setting aside who should pay
for the scheme, the main problem
for me is the suggestion that it
would somehow reduce crime.
Even if you accept the idea that
most young people are violent
and mindless — | don't — would the
Army want to attract this type?

There is a feeling among civil-
ian observers that young men and
women undergo a magical trans-
formation once they don a uni-
form . . . when a Serviceman
breaks the rules it makes head-
lines.

While we should be
thankful that the Army
is a bastion of tradi-
tional values, there is
no point in being
unrealistic.  Service
people are prone to
the same mishaps as
civilians.

Suggesting that a
cadet corps would lick
young criminals into
shape is doing the
Army a disservice.

On the other hand,
youngsters do benefit from disci-
pline, both external — imposed by
a system - and intemal, that is,
self-discipline. As a teacher | saw
this vividly. In some schools the
children were uncontrolled and
unfocused. In other schools,
where the head showed strong
leadership, children were cheerful
and self-motivated.

Giving more of them a chance
1o experience a disciplined envi-
ronment would, in my opinion, be
a positive step. But | suspect
some older folk are conjuring up
visions of ranks of subversive
juveniles drilling and being shout-
ed at by instructors.

The wisest definition, | think,
came from Defence Secretary
Michael Portillo, who said that
cadet corps “make young people
team players, give them self-
esteem and satisfy their love of
adventure. For some young
people they point the way to a
career in the military, for others
they simply lead them to know
more about themselves.” As long

Cadet vision in
step with times

as instructors understand that
these are the aims all will be well.
A predictable response came
from the gun-control lobby. Cadets
would be trained to maintain
weapons and the possible effects
of this are hard to predict.
| am reminded of an experi-
ment by one police authority to
reduce car crime. | set up a
scheme so youngsters could learn
car maintenance and drive off-
road. Car crime figures went down.
Might it not be possible that, by
training young people io use
potentially lethal weapons in a
controlled environment, instruc-
tors might instil in them a realistic
attitude to guns?
Finally, there is the
question of patrio-
tism. It has been sug-
gested that a cadet
corps would encour-
age young people to
feel more patriotic . . .
a dangerous argu-
ment. Try to define
the British character
and you will find your-
self ensnared in a

dices. And what
about Europe? The reality is that
Britain is a part of Europe and
young people increasingly see
themselves as a part of that
greater whole.

The young are emotionally lit-
erate in a way not always under-
stood by their elders. They are
exposed to a media extolling the
virtues of self-knowledge and
analysis.

It a cadet corps is to attract
their attention it must be sold in
language they understand. Like it
or loathe it, that language has to
be free of some long-cherished
words and phrases.

It also has to offer them some-
thing more than the chance to
turn  themselves into well-
scrubbed objects of approval.

Personally | think it will . . . but
only if it is offered to them in a
form they find attractive.

® Cari Roberts presents
Counterpoint on BFBS radio.
Write to her at BFBS, BFPO
786; c/o Soldier. J

Special needs seminar

REVISED date for the SSAFA
Forces Help special needs semi-
nar is June 5 at the Union Jack
Club in London.

Topics to be covered by speak-
ers will include Service accommo-
dation; statementing procedures;
specific needs of carers; and regu-
lations covering posting and
careers of Service personnel who
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have a dependant with special
needs.

Parents of a child with special
needs and adults with a disability
(or their partners) will have their
expenses paid, including, where
necessary, accommodation on the
night of June 4.

Details: tel SSAFA Forces Help
on 0171- 403 8783.

FAMILIES in the Edinburgh Garri-
son have a Good Samaritan to
thank in the form of John Horse-
field of the Royal Caledonian
Schools Educational Trust.

Two-and-a-half months ago he
visited Scotland on a fact-finding
mission.

His goal was to gain first-hand
experience of what life is like for
children of serving soldiers from
within the Scottish Division, with a
view to giving assistance in the
form of a grant from the trust.

Accompanied throughout his
visit by Lt Col Andy Middlemiss,
the divisional colonel, his first port
of call was to the new community
centre based in Dreghorn Bar-
racks, where he met Maj
(Retd) Bob McDonald,
WSO Edinburgh, and
community organiser
Norray Tulloch.

The potential benefac-
tor was briefed on some of
the major anxieties which
Service families and their
children face by Lt David
Gregson, Unit Families’
Officer, 1st Battalion, The
King's Own Scottish Bor-
derers, before stopping at
the pre-nursery school
and créche on the
Dreghorn estate.

Group supervisor Jane
Jewiss and colleague Pat
Gault explained to him the
problems which occurred
in the running of the nurs-
ery — particularly the short-
falls of equipment.

Three weeks later, a
cheque arrived for £5,950,
of which £4,500 was for

educational and sports equipment
for the centre, £700 for toys and
equipment for the pre-nursery
school, and £750 for similar items
for the créche.

Both of the latter establish-
ments were asked to retain £500
as a top-up fund from the grants to
pay the staff during times when
the facilities would normally close
temporarily, such as when await-
ing a new influx of families.

In effect, this means that they
can now provide the service
throughout the year.

The grateful families are to
recognise the donation by placing
brass plagues on each of the
buildings involved.

Mr HorsefieldicoOmeSk
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Lt David Gregson, Unit Families’ Officer, 1 KOSB, and (inset), Sgt Derek Roshford, A and
SH, pictured with happy children from the Dreghorn estate’s pre-nursery school and créche

N
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Maj Gen Bryan Dutton, Commander British Forces Hong Kong, visits

a stand at a job fair at Osborn Barracks, Kowloon Tong. More than 400
soldiers from the Hong Kong Military Service Corps, due to be made
redundant as the British Garrison draws down to June 30, took the
opportunity to meet potential employers from 40 of the territory’s top
institutions, ranging from banks to security companies and hotels

Welcome
to the
Big Apple

LOOKING for somewhere afford-
able, clean and safe to stay in New
York?

The Soldiers’, Sailors’ and Air-
mens’ Club, which has been “serv-
ing the men and women of the
United States Armed Services and
its friendly Allies” since 1919, is still
very much alive in the city to pro-
vide accommodation.

Situated in lower midtown Man-
hattan, close to the theatre district,
Empire State Building and the
United Nations Plaza, the club is
open to active officers and retired
military personnel of all ranks, their
dependants and guests.

A non-profit organisation sup-
ported by private donations, the
club was founded by Cornelia
Barnes Rogers with the help of
Gen John J Pershing, with whose
Expeditionary Forces she served
overseas in 1917 as a civilian
ambulance driver.

Its aim was, and is, to provide a
clean, safe environment for the
Service and ex-Service communi-
ty. The SSAC rents beds, not
rooms. Rooms fall into a variety of
configurations, ranging from two
beds for a couple, or guests book-
ing as a party of two, to three- and
four-bed rooms.

Prices range from $25 (£15.80)
to $40 a night.

Details from Col (Retd) John T
Barber, the club's executive direc-
tor, at 283 Lexington Avenue, New
York, New York 10016, tel (212)
683-4354, fax 4374.

Boarding benefit

@ Average number of Armed
Forces officers whose children
benefited from boarding school
allowance during 1995-96 was
4,340. The figure tor other ranks
was 2,525.

Nursery voucher scheme: the facts

ALL Army personnel whose fami-
lies are in the United Kingdom are
entitled to a voucher to contribute
to the cost of education of children
aged four.

The nursery education voucher
scheme, which became law in July
last year, becomes effective in
England and Wales on April 1 and
at later, unspecified, dates in Scot-
land and Northern Ireland.

Under the scheme, vouchers
will be needed from the beginning
of the term after a child is four, until
the end of the term during which he
or she reaches the age of five.

To be eligible, the child must
attend for at least five half days a
week at a school, playgroup or
other educational establishment
registered to redeem the vouchers

— which may only be used to con-
tribute to the cost of education.

Parents will need to apply for the
vouchers using forms sent to them
via the Child Benefit Agency.

First vouchers should now be
available, ready for use in the
summer term.

For families already based in
the United Kingdom with eligible
children at school (that is, not
already over five years old), par-
ents must obtain a voucher and
give it to the school.

As its money has been taken
away to pay for the voucher, the
school may not be able to con-
tinue to offer a place to a child
without one.

The provisions apply to nursery
and reception classes of State

schools, as well as private nurs-
eries and schools.

Parents with eligible children not
yet in school must obtain a vouch-
er and give it to the school which
they want their child to attend: the
school may not be able to offer a
place to them without a voucher.

If the Child Benetits Agency has
not sent a voucher application
form, parents are advised to
request one, or talk to the school
they wish their child to attend.

Various rules will apply to
changes of school: Army members
whose posting will require a family
move during term time will need to
consider the timing of the move
carefully if they have children eligi-
ble for the vouchers.

Once partly used in one school,

a voucher for a half or full term
cannot be used again in another.

Families moving back to the
United Kingdom with children
already in school should note that
vouchers cannot be used outside
the UK.

Parents whose children are
overseas — whether the latter are
already, or not yet, in school —
should still apply for a voucher,
even though they cannot use it
overseas, in case they are posted
back to the UK.

Gaining a place in a UK school
is not guaranteed, but will be much
more likely if the child already has
a voucher.

Further details on the voucher
scheme are published in LAND-
GRO 110-125.
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Are you follo

When LCpl Peter Shephard
learned that he will be deploying to
Bosnia with The King’s Royal Hus-
sars later this year, he was not
entirely surprised to find that he
would, not for the first time, be
serving alongside his sister, LCpl

Julie Brown, RLC.
A Challenger tank crewman,
Peter was serving in Northern Ire- : i - 3
land in 1994 when Julie was also N LAY e : u
posted on a six-month roulement B : 3 eln to
tour of Belfast — to the same bar- : rf " 3 i £is B S0
racks, as a Land Rover driver for ‘ § ; : DN ; Among the main
one of his squadron leaders. . . : / ey PR ey t e items which came
Last year, he was serving as part - ’ ' ~ under the hammer
of OPFOR on the Canadian prairie o _ AN - . - 9 o Q @ as part of a fund-raising appeal
when his younger sister turned up e 3 i B E Ine . in aid of Wireless for the Blind
?hs one of the DROPS d(rjivirsnflor e ; ~% z A memorable occasion - - 'a:md Pr!ojecc} Orbtist_ held bz{ the
e exercising armoured battle- for members of the ! - orces’ radio station in Hong
group, The Queen's Royal Hus- g‘{g&nf's.gﬁr‘foihn Grenadier Guards & 3 5 L5 Kong were two rare (only 25 of
Sal:ls.w both brother and sister shows I'?IEJ, uncgry- Asmoggion B a 4 < i ; 4 S\?gr::;\:gfsmgned) ke
0 e n are ; : laque is unveiled i = :
once again due to be together in :ﬁm}_y at:ﬁ:%rﬂ?gs Svitf'?in the precincts of 9 & : S Donated by Maj Gen Bryan
Bosnia in July. ofeegﬁflpﬂhine‘ g the Guild of St Seb- - he Dutton, Commander British
Ares Sixport Unl astian in Bruges to / Forces, and signed by him and
from WO Jim mark the formation of ¥ Maj Gen Liu Zhenwhu, Com-
Swasiien Bt the regiment in the . - - mander of _Hong Kong’s future
B8R conangn the 17th century. ) i - PLA Garrison, the covers,
Roval Artill Doing the honours is I shown here by Cpl Sarah Quin-
R¥e QR Patrick Moenaert, lan and WO Trevor Lawrence
Burgomaster of A of the Postal and Courier Troop
Bruges, watched by a at Prince of Wales Barracks,
AT e T B - L —— Brig Evelyn Webb- B raised $29,000. :
= L Carter, Regimental ; Neither of the rare items —
The old with the new. Lieutenant Colonel . et
o ¥ Grenadier Guards and a) en Liu's visit to the Britis
Srancaoessd 54 i oo s heve | © ) Wiy Van Poucie,
Army Medical Corps veteran Victor Hirst, a Coiain sneml oty e i o gL
] : : i Guild of St Sebastian, — has previously been released
%srfent of Westminster Nursing Home in The guild is also for general sale (See feature on
- it L e known as the Archery pages 28/29).
After Victor's service with the corps and Chib A Toat At

the unfortunate loss of his Second World War
. medals had come to their attention during a
. community liaison visit to the home, the unit
“adopted” the former Desert Rat and, as well
as a new RAMC beret, have now presented
him with a new set of medals.

haunt of Charles I,
who used to enjoy the_sport there when he was in exile, prior to the
formation of the King's Royal Regiment of Guards in Flanders.

In 1665, the regiment was united to the King's other Royal Regi-
ment of Guards — raised in England after the Restoration — and
which together are now known as the first or Grenadier Regiment
of Foot Guards.

J

Pictured in Herford receiving the keys
of a seven-seater car from Andy
Hewitt of Rover Tax Free Sales is Sue
Corner, an auxiliary at Sir John Mogg
School in Germany.

Wife of Detmold-based REME
sergeant Robert Corner, Helen had
purchased two tickets for the BFBS
Germany charity star car draw by credit
card while shopping with a friend.

Both women agreed that, if either
ticket proved a winner, they would
share the car. With odds of 7,000 to 1,
that seemed a remote chance.

However, since her friend, a nurse, is
§ based some distance away in
Osnabriick, she has agreed Sue's offer
to buy out her share . . .

aShowing off their newly-
Cquired gongs are
Cliff Lee,g1 P%VRR -
gcentre) with his
ccumulated Campaign
Service Medal, am;J Sgt
Andy McNally, 41
Squadron, Aldershot
(left) and SSgt Tony
Knott, Chief Clerk
G1/G4, Headquarters
4th Division, who were
awarded Long Service
and Good Conduct
Medals.

Picture: Ch

Maj John Geddes, who spent part of last year in Bosnia,
had plenty to discuss with Defence Secretary Michael Por-
tillo when the minister joined him and other members of a
Territorial Army Joint Services Command and Staff College
course for a mess tin lunch in a barn somewhere in deepest
Hampshire.

A former Royal Signals squadron commander at Aber-
deen, John is now a member of the Royal Artillery’'s Wool-
wich-based Central Volunteer Headquarters,

Picture: Roger Lortie, Media Ops, Hertford

Picture: Mike Weston
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322N T V) [ 3 CASUALTY CELL GOES TO GREAT LENGTHS TO IDENTIFY SOLDIERS’ REMAINS

THE PS4 Casualty and Compassionate
cell at Upavon is manned 24 hours a day.
Ten civil servants deal with cases as they
arise during normal working hours and
four retired officers provide cover at
night and over weekends.

If a parent, spouse or child is seriously
ill or dies, staff at the cell arrange for the
soldier to be brought back as soon as
possible, using military trooping or civil-
ian flights.

Executive Officer Mandy Marks said
the work is driven by events: every
phone call provides a fresh challenge.

Open all hours
for compassion

“Getting people back can be compli-
cated, especially if they are based some-
where remote. Once we establish what
the problem is, we signal the Joint Ser-
vices Travel Centre which makes the
necessary travel arrangements on our
behalf. It is a well-tried and trusted
system.” Mandy and her three col-

leagues also implement a temporary
retention scheme under which soldiers
can apply to stay in the UK for up to 12
months to resolve domestic or welfare
problems.

“After carefully checking the case, we
would issue the authority for such a
move and the soldier is then posted to a
unit closer to home,” she said.

In the event of a major war, a group of
pre-selected officers and soldiers would
be drafted in from other units to help
staff a crisis cell which includes a com-
puterised casualty-logging system.

Blagtierael

HEREGHWES

A SMALL cardboard box was all that was

needed to store the personal effects of 27
British First World War soldiers whose
remains were found during excavation work
on a building site near Arras in Northern
France.

Individual plastic bags contained uniform
buttons, cap badges, regimental shoulder
titles and a well-preserved leather belt.

There was also a Victorian penny with a
hole drilled in one edge to allow it to be
worn on a cord around the wearer’s neck. It
may have been a token of love or a lucky
charm presented to the soldier by his wife or
sweetheart. It was consigned with its owner
to the bottom of a mass grave forgotten for
80 years.

Two civil servants donned surgical gloves
before searching carefully for clues to the
identities of the long-dead soldiers.

Mandy Marks and George Papadopoul-
los are hardened to this sort of thing. They
work for the British Army’s PS4 Casualty
and Compassionate cell, part of the Direc-
torate of Personal Services (Army), which
recently re-located from Empress State
Building in L.ondon to Upavon in Wiltshire,

“We are responsible for the remains of all
British soldiers uncovered,” said George.

“The task of identifying the body, tracing
next-of-kin and making final funeral
arrangements falls to us. It is a protracted
process which can take more than two years
to close.”

Although identification is impossible in
some cases, Service and medical records
and regimental war diaries often provide
vital clues.

Sometimes luck plays a part in the
process. One set of Second World War
remains unearthed by workmen proved
particularly difficult because part of the
skeleton was missing and there were few
other clues on the site.

After the date of burial had been elicited
from local sources, a search of military
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records provided the breakthrough.

“It was a stroke of luck. When we
checked through the records, we discovered
that of all the casualties that day, only three
were listed as missing,” explained George.

“We called for all three files and the
description given by the pathologist
seemed to match that of one indi-
vidual. Because full medical
records were unavailable, we

psA O

couldn’t go on circumstantial evidence
alone. What was known, however, was that
the remains included a clip-on plate bearing
three false teeth.”
Armed with this information, an officer
called on two nephews of the man believed
to be the dead soldier. While reminisc-
ing with the officer, one nephew men-

Above - A graves registration
team uncovers another body on a
Western Front battlefield at the
end of the First World War . . . but
the remains of British soldiers are
still being unearthed and are later
identified by an Upavon-based cell

Left - George Papadopoullos,
Karen Fisher and lan Matthews
ensure the establishment sign is
pointing in the right direction.

Right - Janet Thompson and
George Papadopoullos prepare to
unpack a plastic bag containing
the personal effects of a First
World War soldier whose remains
were unearthed near Arras

toned how frightened he had been as a
child of his uncle’s party trick — removing a
plate of false teeth and playing with them...
“We were able to make a positive identifi-
cation and close the file on that particular
casualty,” said George.
Ian Matthews is a desk officer with the

\
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casualty cell. He monitors details of the
three levels of Army casualties: seriously ill,
very seriously ill and dead.

“It is my job to ensure next-of-kin are
notified as soon as possible,” he said. “I

sions when it is too dangerous, for example,
if the military hospital is in the middle of a
war zone.”

The other main function of the casualty
cell is to repatriate bodies. If a soldier dies
overseas, the cell arranges for the body to be
flown back to the United Kingdom, where
it will undergo a post-mortem.

Normally, a coroner will open and
adjourn the inquest while awaiting informa-
tion from the military authorities.

It can take up to 18 months for a case to
be settled.

“We follow them right through to the
end,” said Ian. “Since 1992, copies of Army
boards of inquiry have been released to
next-of-kin. I am responsible for getting an
officer to visit the family and hand over a
copy.”

Ian and his colleagues have to react
quickly to events and ensure their work is
accurate. “It is interesting, but it can also
be stressful dealing with distressed rela-

arrange for close relatives of - tives,” he said.
ge | . . Nl Report: Laurie Manton i
very seriously ill soldiers to 3 . Last May, North Korea
i . Pictures: Mike Weston .
be flown to visit their son or returned the remains of a

daughter, and organise flights, travel to the
airport and accommodation.

“We normally get them to the bedside in
a matter of hours, but there may be occa-

British soldier killed during the Korean War.
Although the regime has repatriated Ameri-
can war dead in the past, it was the first time
British remains had been handed over.

Investigations have gone on ever since
and a positive identification is believed to be
only weeks away.

What of the remains of the 27 British sol-
diers found at Arras?

In the bags of personal effects, George
and Mandy found two mud-encrusted
identirty tags. They will be taken to the Insti-
tute of Archaeology in London to be X-
rayed. It is hoped the process will reveal
Army numbers and names, leading to the
early identification of at least two more lost
heroes of a war waged 80 years ago.
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OUTLOOK:
NIPPY WITH A COVERING
OF FREE INSURANCE.
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The cheeky charm of the Corsa or the concept car good
looks of the Tigra?

Whichever you go for you're guaranteed bags of style, fun,
and lively performance.

And there’s never been a better moment to make your choice.

As well as the obvious attraction of a tax free price, we're
offering 12 months comprehensive insurance when you order or
register a Corsa or Tigra* before January 31st 1997. The policy is
through Norwich Union, one of the UK's leading insurers.

What else would you expect from Vauxhall - brilliant
design, great performance and the complete peace of mind
of comprehensive cover?

For full details return the coupon to Vauxhall Tax Free Sales or
contact your nearest Vauxhall dealer, or phone Vauxhall Tax Free
Sales on 00 44 1582 864410.

Name:

Rank/title:

Address:

Post code/BFPO no:__

Vauxhall Tax Free Sales, Carlton House, 62-64 High Street,

Houghton Regis, Bedfordshire LU5 5B], UK.

VAUXHALL

Tax Free Sales

o,

*Excludes Tigra Blue Special Edition models. Eligible drivers must be aged between 18 and 80 for Corsa models and 21 and 80 for Tigra models. Subject to normal terms and conditions.
An excess of at least £100 applies (£150 in Northern Ireland). Offer applies to British Forces in Germany only



737 AV Tt [ { 3 KINGS OWN BORDER FREE-FALLERS ARE SO GOOD FOR RECRUITING |

THOUSANDS of people have enjoyed the
spectacular displays of the Red Diamonds
free-fall parachute team since they were
formed two years ago.

Representing the 4th Barttalion, The
King’s Own Royval Border Regiment, the
Diamonds are one of only two Territorial
Army parachute display groups.

As their battalion carries out its recruit-
ing from Cumbria and north Lancashire,
the aerial daredevils have a particular affini-
ty in the north, appearing at about 20 shows
every summer. The 4th Battalion has com-
pany bases in Carlisle, Workington,
Barrow-in-Furness, Kendal and Lancaster.

The free-fallers take their name from the
red diamond backing to the Kings Own
Border badge. The backing dates from the
defeat of the French at the battle of Arroyo
dos Molinos on October 28, 1811, during
the Peninsular War. The British 34th Regi-
ment, predecessors of the modern regi-
ment, defeated the French 34th Regiment,
and were awarded a red-and-white pom in
the shakos.

In just two years the Red Diamonds have
earned a reputation throughout Cumbria,
Lancashire and Yorkshire, and are widely
regarded as the North West’s premier free-
fallers. When the team goes into action it
comprises four display jumpers and their
ground support including a commentator,
drop zone safety officer, and personnel to

cordon off the DZ. Team leader is the com-
manding officer, Lt Col Tom Cobley, who

founded the

Above - Streaming in: the Red Dia-
monds at 12,000ft

Below - All together: Members of the
Red Diamonds free-fall team meet Lt
Gen Sir Hew Pike. From the left are
Gen Pike, commanding officer Lt Col
Tom Cobley, WO2 Robbie Bain, Sgt
Geoff Wood, LCpl Mark Blanchard
and Sgt Roger Walker

Red Diamonds
in February
1995. He has
jumped in the
past with the
Parachute
Regiment’s
Red Devils and
the Royal Air
Force’s Fal-
cons.

Endorsed
by both the
British and
Army Para-
chute Associa-
tions, the Red
Diamonds may put on their display any-
where in the United Kingdom.

Their usual routine is to jump from
12,000ft, manoeuvring in free-fall until
3,500ft when the members turn away from
each other before deploying their ram-air
parachutes at 2,500ft.

Once under canopy they form a stack,
releasing smoke and suspended flags before
making their landings.

Last year the Red Diamonds performed
in front of Prince Edward at Greystoke
Castle during the finale to the two-day

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award competition,
Challenge 96.

Aim of the jumpers is to promote the reg-
iment; at every display the 4 Kings Own
Border recruiting team is on hand to spread
the message on the ground. A skydiving
club within the 4th Battalion encourages
other soldiers to qualify to the point where
they can be considered for Diamond status.

It obviously works, because the battalion
has achieved a 102 per cent establishment
and claims to be the best-recruited TA bat-
talion in the Army.
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2.3\ Y [¢ 3 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, FAST DEPLOYMENTS, SPORTING AND MUSICAL EXPERIENCES RECALLED

® ADVENTUROUS TRAINING |

As the first flurry of snow arrived
over Jezero, central Bosnia, mem-
bers of F (Sphinx) Parachute Bat-
tery, 7th Parachute Regiment Royal
Horse Artillery, were looking for-

ward to the end of their successful
six-month deployment on Opera-
tion Resolute 2 with the UK contin-
gent of IFOR. Their successors in
theatre — though based in Sipovo -

Chinooks move a 105mm light gun and its towing vehicle high over Bosnia
18

were their fellow unit from Alder-
shot, G Parachute Battery (Mer-
cer’s Troop), also part of the
regiment. Bdr Ned Kelly reports on
the highlights of the deployment.

TEN-man tents, snoring colleagues and
flood water gushing around the Jezero
orange factory (a disused warehouse), is
something that
will not be mis-
sed.

Based in what
was a medical
station during
the war, members of the unit carried out a
great deal of work in making life a little
more comfortable. Experience was gained
in operating portable fire pumps each time
the flood waters rose.

When the fire pumps failed, Capt
Johnathon Crisp, camp commandant BK
F Para Battery, led the way with fire buckets
to dredge the drains. This is something
future units will not have to worry about,
since the battery was the last United King-
dom unit to occupy the isolated camp.

Members of the battery made acquain-
tances with soldiers from the Dutch mortar
company - also based
in the factory — who
took a liking to Bat-
tery Airborne insig-
nia, buying large
quantities of T-shirts
and plaques.

No one from F Bat-
tery managed to
master the Dutch lan-
guage, although there
were some  good

L

The troop of guns were ready to move within 30 minutes of being cleared out of Jezero

leadership course was run by the
1st Regiment RHA, with anoth-
er good result for the battery in
LBdr Scott Gray’s best student

attempts on Airborne

Forces Day. Fortunately, most of the Dutch
spoke good English and some attended a
course in basic signals run by the battery.

The Airborne Gunners carried out 150
operational deployments in theatre, operat-
ing with both British and Canadian
brigades.

Many of these were by RAF Chinook
helicopter, proving the mobility of the bat-
tery in its quick deployment role around the
country.

One troop and the divisional reserve for-
ward observation officer party were always
on stand-by, ready for a support helicopter
move, at the Sipovo helicopter landing site
well within the required 60 minutes of the
call-out. The other troop then moved to 60
minutes’ notice.

This was practised many times by the
Commander Artillery.

On one occasion, the guns were
deployved for real to Vitez to assist with the
control of a possible incident, an operation
which went smoothly and made the train-
ing worthwhile.

The deployments attracted significant
attention from the local population, espe-
cially when establishing gun positions in
town locations.

While in theatre, the battery won both
the Divisional Artillery Group (DAG)
sports and military skills competitions. The
DAG inter-troop competition was held at
Glamoc ranges, with A and B Troops each

entering 15-man teams. Five stands had to
be completed on the military skills compe-
ution, ranging from NBC to support
weapons and, finally, a march-and-shoot.

In true airborne style, the march-and-
shoot was won by A Troop, with B Troop in
third place, but making amends by gaining
first place as best troop within the DAG.

The sports competition was won by the
battery, with first places in rugby, baseball
and a cross-country event, and second
places in volleyball, football and tug-of-
war.

Both the sporting and military competi-
tions proved a great success, breaking up
the routine of the military tasking and
ensuring that the fourth and fifth months of
the tour passed quickly.

The only disappointment was when the
battery competed as part of the British con-
tingent against the Canadian Brigade in
their own military skills competition.
Although the para gunners won three out
of the five events, the scoring system some-
how allowed the Canadians to win out-
right. A number of individuals took part in
events such as the Split half-marathon and
the Sarajevo mountain marathon.

Several courses were completed during
the deployment. Two days of live firing on
Glamoc ranges provided a finale to the
courses and gave the opportunity for new
skills to be tested.

A bombardier and lance bombardier

award for the former.

On the operational front, the battery
took on some patrolling tasks in the A
Company, 1st Battalion, The Worcester-
shire and Sherwood Foresters Regiment,
now an area of operations controlled by A
Company, 1st Battalion, The Green
Howards.

This was different from usual deploy-
ments, giving the opportunity for junior
ranks to get out on the ground. Patrols
involved visiting villages off the beaten
track, attempting to talk to local people and
handing out sweets to the children.

As 3 (UK) Division departed and 1
Division assumed command, the adventur-
ous training scene blossomed. Brac Island,
off the Croatian coast, was the venue for
water-based activities.

There was no shortage of entertainment
during the tour, as 1 RHA have their own
rock band, Danger Close, who provided
the music.

Maj Mark Banham, the battery com-
mander, was known to join in with his flute
and guitar, with Gnr Mick Hayes another
budding guitarist.

Now back in Aldershot, the men are
looking forward to another busy year
within 5 Airborne Brigade as part of the
Joint Rapid Deployment Force.

As well as being involved in airborne
exercises, the battery has troops deploying
to Norway and Kenya and are engaged in
adventurous training in Venezuela.

Army
aviators
on top
of the
world

A HEAD for heights came in useful for
eight Northern Ireland-based members of
5 Regiment, Army Air Corps.

During a 30-day adventurous training
expedition in Nepal they trekked to
18,500ft in the Everest region after com-
pleting a nine-day river journey.

Led by SSgt Simon Ellis, the team used
kayaks and rafts to navigate the Sun Kosi
River from central to eastern Nepal, fol-
lowed by the trek to Kalar Patar, a moun-
tain adjacent to Everest.

Four members of the expedition
dropped out of the climb after suffering
badly from altitude sickness and acclimati-
sation problems, but the others reached
the summit and were rewarded with
crystal-clear views of Everest itself.

SSgt Ellis said one of the most frighten-
ing experiences for the Army aviators was a
flight in an old Russian Hip helicopter.
The technicians in the party were said to be
particularly relieved to touch down safely
at Kathmandu.

He said the massive wave “trains” and
very long rapids on the Sun Kosi had
required careful scouting. Team members
had found it an enjoyable experience once
they became used to the speed and volume
of the Himalayan river.

High point: team members on the way to
Kalar Patar. Four reached the summit
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7 3\ H ¢ 3 SCOTTISH BATTALION SWEATS IT OUT ALONG KENYA'S RIET VALLEY

@

raffe on the plains of Kenya

MORE than 600 soldiers from the 1st Bat-
~talion, The Black Watch swapped the
depressing cold of a Scottish winter for the
hot, dry climes of Kenya when they deployed
on Exercise Grand Prix, a six-week test of
their warfare skills.

Grand Prix took place at several locations
* along the Gfeat Rift Valley in central Kenya.
Battalion headquarters was sited at Nanyu-
ki, a small town close to the equator, and the
actual training was done in environments
ranging from humid, rat-infested jungles to
sweltering, dust-laden scrubland.

It was the arid scrubland region of Dol-
Dol, several hours drive north of Nanyuki,
that the Black Watch chose as its dry training
area. In the parghed, rocky and inhospitable
terrain, the soldiers trained at section, pla-
toon and company level before an overnight
22km march through flesh-ripping elephant
thorn to Npala Farm.

Once there, they put their previous hard
work into practice, this time with live ammu-
nition and heavy mortar and artillery bom-
bardments.

Strict safety procedures had to be fol-
lowed, although the main danger to the
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troops was heat, dehydration [rPswsrarperpsa PPy ing from a base at Battalion
and sunburn as temperatures [T INONET AP MY [1Q to an ascent of Mount

flared to more than 130F.

The soldiers were faced with a completely
different environment when they moved to
Kathendini to complete their six-day train-
ing package in jungle warfare. Kathendini is
set high in the foothills, where

Kenya. There was also a para-
gliding package, rock climbing, mountain-
biking and canoeing on the glorious setting
of Lake Naivasha, the largest freshwater lake
along the Kenyan section of the spectacular-

ly beautiful Rift Valley.

tea and coffee plantations
border the jungle and the
Jocks’ aptly-named Tetley
Camp could only be described
as wet.

As well as wading knee-
deep in black mud and coping
with jungle rats the size of Jack
Russell dogs, the men were
taught survival techniques,
close combat and ambush
drills, live-firing, navigation
and patrol procedures.

Butit was not all hard work. Lt Col Alasdair Loudon,

Every soldier had a chance to €O 1BW

relax and try his hand at the excellent adven-
turous training opportunities on offer.
Options ranged from the delightful combi-
nation of a camel safari and whitewater raft-

Despite the fact that the
Jocks had to keep to a hectic
training schedule, they found
time to make an impression on
the local Kenyan community.
The hospital and orphanage at
Nanyuki owed the regiment a
great deal for the help and
support offered while ‘the
Black Watch was in the area.

Corruption is a major
problem in the country, so
instead of donating cash, the
Jocks gave practical help to
the sick, the needy and the
helpless. Told of the plight of the orphan-
age, the soldiers took toys and children’s
clothes with them, and the regimental
police were soon in action, scrubbing and

"f '-.Y' ;'f'iﬁ '...: s fw { ,ﬁ"

LCpl Gary Liddell and Pte Simon Mortimer kept an eye out for big game af

the

painting the building and stocking the
larder.

One of the most moving stories of their
stay concerned the soldiers organising a col-
lection to buy a cow in calf for the orphanage
where the arrival of a four-menth-old girl
meant that fresh milk was ¢
baby had been abandoned jié
be eaten by wild animals. #

The hospital was greatly assisted by
REME personnel attached to the Blac
Watch. They restored electricity and hot
running water, set up an incinerator system
and tried to instil good hygiene and waste
disposal practices among the staff.

Commanding officer Lt Col Alasdair
Loudon said: “Grand Prix has given us the
training opportunity of a lifetime. The cli-
mate and the terrain mean it has been hard
on the lads involved, and the live-firing and
strenuous training has sometimes made it a
dangerous place to be.

“But they have done it and survived. The
battalion has successfully completed a vital
training exercise and they’ve all got loads of
stories to tell everyone back home. I am very
proud of their achievements.”
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Wandering off to
war with Bolton

BETTER to kick hell out of an
enemy on the battlefield than
an opposing team of foot-
ballers.

With similar words Harry
Goslin, captain of Bolton Wan-
derers, put out an appeal to the
23,000-strong crowd at the
club’s ground for volunteers to
join the 53rd Field Regiment
of the Bolton Artillery.

This was Easter 1938 and
the Government was desperate
for TA volunteers. What better
way to get them than at a foot-
ball match?

Wartime Wanderers tells the
story of how the entire Bolton
Wanderers first team took their
captain’s words to heart and
signed on for the duration.

Harry Goslin made his
appeal for volunteers, urging
everyone present to “do their
bit”, just before the kick-off

Wartime Wanderers by Tim Pur-
cell and Mike Gething. Mainstream
Publishing, hardback, £14.99.

against Sunderland. His patri-
otic words inspired his team,
who ran off with a 2-1 win and
a determination to answer
Goslin’s call.

Two days later, led by
Goslin, 15 players, including
the whole first team, made
their way to the local TA
recruitment office to sign on
the dotted line.

For the next six years they
experienced some of the heavi-
est fighting of the war in
France, North Africa and Italy.

They also, inevitably, estab-
lished themselves as a force to
be reckoned with as a regimen-
tal football team throughout
the theatre of war.

And when it was all over all

except one returned safely to
take up where they left off in
1938.

This is more a story about a
team “at war” and of the diffi-
culties faced by their club in
their absence than of the war
itself.

It is also a story of unforget-
table soccer names, such as
England internationals Ray
Westwood and Nat Lofthouse,
and the indomitably witty
Ernie Forrest.

Lofthouse, now president of
Bolton Wanderers, was still at
school in 1938 when Harry
Goslin led his team to join up.

Tim Purcell and Mike Geth-
ing are to be congratulated for
this war story with a difference
. . . published at a time when
the Wanderers are once again a
force to be reckoned with in
the land. — M

Low poi

IN THE context of military
adventurous training, Low’s
Gully has achieved a signifi-
cance far beyond the thou-
sands of out-of-the-way and
potentially hazardous pro-
jects that routinely stimulate

and broaden the lives of

young soldiers.

A spectacular geographi-
cal feature on Mount Kina-
balu in remotest Borneo,
Low’s Gully had its five min-

Kinabalu Escape — The Sol-
diers’ Story by Richard Mayfield
with Bob Mann. Constable Pub-
lishers, hardback, price £14.95.

utes of fame when a ten-man
British Army expedition
went missing on its impene-
trable slopes.

Everyone got out alive,
just, and the Army found

itself defending its policy of

using adventurous training
to prepare its men and
women for the mental and
physical rigours of war.
Hostilities of a personal
nature quickly surfaced as

Start line: Richard Mayfield on
the summit of Kinabalu

the team leaders publicly criti-
cised their most experienced

and able climbers for becom-
ing separated from the main
party. The whiff of disobedi-
ence, even desertion, further
muddied already confused
waters.

First into print were Lt Col
Robert Neill and Maj Ron
Foster, the expedition leaders,
whose book SOS  was
reviewed in this magazine in
May last year.

Now former lance corporal
Rick Mayfield, the climbing
instructor, and TA sergeant
Bob Mann, give their account
in Kinabalu Escape — The Sol-
diers’ Story.

Published to coincide with
two major television produc-

tions — one dramatised, the
other documentary — the book
makes no excuses for “setting
the record straight” on who
was to blame for the failure of
the trip.

Mayfield and Mann,
besides detailing their own
incredible hardships in Low’s
Gully, have also rtaken their
chance to correct the assertion
in the Neill-Foster account
that they had disobeyed
orders.

Mayfield, it should not be
forgotten, was commended
for his actions on Kinabalu by
the Army board of inquiry
which investigated the whole
sorry saga. — JE

uru on ‘hiding
to nothing’ in

EXTRAORDINARY political
and military events took place
in the Netherlands East Indies
in the two years which followed
the Japanese surrender to the
Allies in 1945.

They are described in The
Admiral’s Baby, as are the
activities of the author, the late
Laurens van der Post, who was
central to these events as a mil-
itary political officer.

Remarkably, after suffering
three years as a prisoner-of-war
of the Japanese, Col van der
Post remained in Java at the
request of his former captors to
assist in the repatriation of
former PoWs and internees,
including Dutch nationals.

This led him, seemingly not
unwillingly, into a confused
political and military situation
which arose from the determi-
nation of the former Dutch
administration to re-establish
colonial rule in the face of the
demands of the Indonesian
nationalists for independence.

The author’s description of

what happened includes some-
thing of the activities of the
Allied Forces Netherlands East
Indies (AFNEI), made up pre-
dominantly of 15 Indian Corps,

in its efforts to keep the peace.

Van der Post was under no
illusion as to the significance
and special difficulties of his
own task and indeed was
warned by Mountbatten that
“. .. if you get yourself into
trouble I shall not be able to
help you . . . you will have to be
a soldier/statesman . . .7 A
remarkable challenge for a

The Admiral’s Baby by Laurens
van der Post. Published by John
Murray, hardback, £19.99.

man who had not been allowed
the time or opportunity to
recover from his experiences as
a prisoner.

Following the withdrawal of

British forces from a confused
and thankless task, van der
Post remained behind as the
military political adviser to the
British Minister in Batavia
until 1947.

Laurens van der Post has
been described as a spiritual
guru, a mystic. He would
surely have denied this, but he
was evidently without hate or
dislike of anyone; even of the
Japanese who had ill-treated
him, and of the senior British

“the East Indies

and Dutch military officers
and civilian officials who so
obviously resented the way in
which he sought compromise
and understanding rather than
confrontation.

They also resented his
unique position and influence
at the highest military and
political levels with the
Supreme Commander in Ceylon
and with ministers in London
and The Hague.

For all that, The Admiral’s
Baby tells as much if not more
about the author than of the
events in which he was
involved. Indeed, the reader is
often diverted to reflecting on
how van der Post could possi-
bly have remained so patient,
even-handed and generous
towards those who not only
disliked him but who sought to
frustrate or undermine his
efforts.

In the jargon of today he was
“on a hiding to nothing” but he
rose above it.

Laurens van der Post was no
ordinary man. In a long life he
was a friend and inspiration to
all manner of people from
bushmen in the Kalahari
Desert to royalty. — AKD
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WHEN the Canadian nephew of
a British soldier who died near
Dunkirk in 1940 tried to trace a
private who had attempted to
save his uncle, he got nowhere . . .
until the details appeared in the
Searchline columns on these
pages.

Newspaper appeals and an
item on a national television pro-
gramme failed to turn up the
whereabouts of former Pte Frank
Hockley of the 1st Bucks. But
within weeks of a request appear-
ing in Searchline, a reader traced
him to Newton Abbot — leading to
a poignant meeting with the
Canadian nephew and his wife.

The story began in the grim
days of 1940 as British units
fought their way towards Dunkirk
and evacuation. Pte Rabert Wal-
ters was shot in the neck as the
1st Bucks fought a historic rear-
guard action. He was carried by
Frank Hockley for two miles
through enemy territory to a first
aid station at Hazebrouch, where

A hero found, but
the search for Pte
Walters goes on

he died of his wounds on May 27,
1940.

More than half a century later
James Walters of Ontario began
his search for the hero who had
carried his uncle away from the
enemy. Enter 83-year-old Jack
Cheshire, “self-imposed” histori-
an of the 1st Buckinghamshire
Battalion, Oxford and Bucks, and
through him, Soldier's interven-
tion in April last year.

GOOD NEWS

Within weeks Jack had written
to tell us the good news.

He sent his findings to Ontario
and the family contacted Frank
by return, following up with a
recent visit to the United Kingdom
during which they met Frank and
his wife.

And there it might have ended,
but for Jack promising to find out
where Robert Walters was
buried. To his surprise, his com-
prehensive records revealed the
casualty details and last resting

place of every 1st Bucks casualty
except Pte Walters.

Further research revealed that
the name of the man who died at
Hazebrouch was recorded in the
files of the 1st Battalion, Oxford
and Bucks, an entirely different
unit to the 1st Buckinghamshire
Battalion.

Listed as having “no known
grave”, his name is engraved on
column 93 in Dunkirk Cemetery.

Jack cannot understand why a
man whose date and place of
death is well documented has no
known grave. He was not “miss-
ing believed killed”, and letters
written to his mother by his com-
pany commander and soldier
pals confirm that he died of a gun-
shot wound to the neck. The body
was not badly mutilated.

The indefatigable Jack has
enlisted the help of the Common-
wealth War Graves Commission.
The story of 6018727 Pte Robert
Walters has not yet run its
course.

Zulu War foes
seal friendship

A FORMAL alliance forged between
The Royal Regiment of Wales
(24th/41st) and the 121st South
African Infantry Battalion, a Zulu
unit, has put another twist on an
association which began in bloody
confrontation in 1879.

Last month Brig David Brom-
head, Colonel of the RRW and
descendant of Rorke's Drift hero
Lt Gonville Bromhead VC, exch-
anged messages with the local
commander at Mtubatuba, home
of the 121st in KwaZulu Natal.

The formal scroll from South
Africa will return to Brecon, home
of the 24th Regiment and the
museum of the 24th and the RRW.
The message from Wales will
remain in Mtubatuba.

After the  bloodshed  of
Isandhlwana and Rorke's Drift,
where Zulu warriors and Welsh
soldiers fought and died, a mutual
respect grew between the old ene-
mies. Links developed in recent
years were cemented last
summer when British soldiers
returned, with the blessing of
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President Nelson Mandela and
the Zulu nation, to Rorke’s Drift to
build a community hall.

Brig Bromhead, who visited
KwaZulu to seal the first formal
alliance between Regular units of
the South African Defence Force
and the British Army, is the great-
great nephew of Gonville Brom-
head. The Victorian hero was
played by Michael Caine in the
film Zulu, which dramatised the
incredible rearguard action at
Rorke'’s Drift.

Brig David Bromhead

Moving in society circles

THREE quite separate societies
of military collectors are looking
for new members.

The Military Heraldry Society,
the Crown Imperial Society and
the Indian Military Historical Soci-
ety share the same contact point,
so anyone wanting details should
write to the Publicity Officer,
IMHS, 37 Wolsey Close, Southall,
Middlesex, England UB2 4NQ.

Activities of two of the societies
are signposted in their ftitles
(although the scope of the her-
aldry body includes formation
signs, shoulder titles, unit flashes
and so on). The third, Crown
Imperial, was formed in 1973 to
study the history, traditions and
regalia of the forces of the Crown
and other insignia. It meets
monthly in London and Strensall.

(51)YEARS AGO

From Soldier, February 1947

POPSKI SCOOP

Extract from an exchange of
views in the Letters columns:

In your issue for December
you claim to have first broken
the story of Popski’s Private
Army on May 11, 1946. It is true
that national newspapers were
falling over themselves to tell
the story a month or so ago. |
first told the whole story in
the Sunday Pictorial on April
29, 1945, thus scooping Sol-
dier by more than a year. — Bill
Roland, Evening Standard,
London.

@ Soldier congratulates Mr
Roland on being the first with
the Popski story, but to say that
we claimed to have broken the
story is not quite correct. We
said that it “appeared in Soldier
on May 11, 1946". The recent
scramble by the national news-
papers is therefore all the more
remarkable. — Editor

725YEARS AGO

From Soldier, February 1972

LET THERE BE LIGHT
Villagers in the remote hamlet
of Tei Yung Tau in Hong Kong
have electric light for the first
time as a resuit of a project by
a team from 50 Command
Workshop REME. Mules of
414 Pack Transport Troop RCT
were used to carry six tons of
building materials needed for
constructing the generator
house. The village is a con-
siderable distance from the
nearest road. The generator
was flown in by helicopter.

Memories
of the Fifth
Northants

A BOOKLET dedicated to mem-
bers of the 5th Battalion, The
Northamptonshire Regiment, who
served in North Africa and Sicily, is
to benefit the funds of the regi-
mental association.

The 36-page publication, edited
by Col T A Buchanan, is not an
attempt to write the history of the
5th Battalion in North Africa and
Sicily, but is a compilation of offi-
cial history with personal anec-
dates and graphic details.

Anyone wanting a copy is asked
to telephone 01604 35412. A
donation towards production costs
and association funds would be
appreciated. Lt Col Anthony Swal-
low, secretary of the Northamp-
tonshire Regiment Association,
says £2 might be reasonable.

’ Cpl Ernie was the
original Desert Rat

ERNIE GEARY is proud to be the
original Desert Rat . . . the first
man to “wear” what is perhaps the
British Army’s most widely recog-
nised formation badge.

A story on these pages about
Lady Helen Creagh's part in creat-
ing the famous Desert Rat shoul-
der flash (Diary, Jan 6) brought in
its wake a letter in which Ernie
explained his claim to fame.

In mid-1940 Ernie Geary was a
23-year-old lance corporal in the
Corps of Military Police attached
to HQ 7th Armoured Division at
Maarten Gerwala on the escarp-
ment to the east of Mersa Matruh
in North Africa.

One morning he was checking
his truck, a Morris 15-cwt, when a
staff officer appeared and asked
him if he had any red paint.

Now in his 81st year and living
in Lancashire, Ernie recalls: *I
answered in the affirmative, as
CMP carried paints for the con-
struction of directional ftraffic
signs. -

“He produced a stencil and
instructed me to paint it on the divi-
sional sign — a red square with a
white ball in the centre — on my
vehicle. | placed the stencil over
the white area and saw that it was

REUNIONS

Army Catering Corps Associa-
tion annual general meeting will
be held in the Main Lecture Hall,
St Omer Barracks, at 1000 on
March 21. All ex-corps members,
serving or retired, invited. Contact
Lt Col B Dyson on 01252
340893/984 or Aldershot Mil (722)

5893/4. Meals on payment avail-
able.

Coldstream Guards, No 4 Com-
pany (1950-55): Fifth reunion
dinner in Birmingham on April 19.
Contact Harry Westgarth, 49
Rokeby Park, Hull HU4 7QE (tel
01482 503649).

1st, 4th, 7th Royal Tank Regi-
ments: Reunion to be held at the
St John’s Swallow Hotel, Solihull,
on April 25-27. Details G J Bourne
on 01752 880527 or R T Rathmell
on 01752 893495.

Wartime (Woolwich and India)
Boys' Battery, Royal Artillery:
30th reunion planned for April 25-
27 at the Boyal School of Artillery,
Larkhill. Anyone not on address
list should contact T C Holden, 3
Kilburn Street, Waterheddings,
Oldham, Lancs OL1 4JF (tel 0161
6338194).

30 Signal Regiment (1982):
Reunion for all ranks who served

Proud of his part in Desert Rat history: Ernie Geary, then and now

the jerboa, although, unlike the
modern one, the tail extended up
its back.

“Later that day a bevy of officers
inspected my handiwork.

“I drove round the area for some
considerable time before the
amended sign was authorised for
general use, and it raised quite a
number of comments.

with 30 Regiment during 1982 is to
be held in Blandford on June 14.
Details from Capt (Retd) Scotty
Reynolds, SORLS, Regimental
Headquarters Royal Signals,
Blandford Camp, Dorset DT11
8RH (fax 01258 482147, tel 01258
482132).

“At the age of 80 | cherish the
thought of the day that | claimed to
be the original Desert Rat, and |
am proud fo have been the first to
carry the sign that became so
famous.”

Ermie joined the Royal Artillery
as a boy soldier in 1931 and
switched to the Military Police six
years later. In November 1940 he

St George’s School, Kowloon,
Hong Kong China “handover”
reunion for staff, colleagues and
friends at the National Army
Museum, Chelsea, on July 26.
Apply to Una Taylor, 6 Crickle-
beck, Heelands, Milton Keynes
MK13 7PY.

APRIL

26: British Model Soldier Soci-
ety annual show, New Con-
naught Rooms, Great Queen
Street, Holborn, London.
JULY

15-27: Royal Tournament, Earls
Court. Tickets on 0171 244-
0244.

® 7o include public events in
this diary, contact the Editor.

was sent to Crete, where he was
taken prisoner.

He was heid as a PoW in Ger-
many until he escaped on the
Long March in the spring of 1945.
As the column went first east then
west, Ernie broke out on April 23,
St George’s Day, and joined the
Americans, serving with them as
an interpreter for a month before
going home in May 1945.

He ended his service with the
Army in Hong Kong in 1960 as a
WGO1. On April 4 this year he will
mark an association with the
Royal Military Police extending
back 60 years.

Ernie’s son, Graham, served 22
years with the Royal Engineers,
retiring as a staff sergeant. Now
working in America, he completed
two Cold War tours with the secre-
tive British Military Exchange Mis-
sion,

A photograph of him being
arrested by the Russians was
used in the November 11 issue of
Soldier toillustrate the review of a
book about the work of Brixmis in
gathering information behind the
Iron Curtain.

LI Mark Gilbert has taken over
as secretary of the British
Model Soldier Society. He suc-
ceeds David Pearce, secretary
for the past 14 years, who has
retired. Mark can be contacted
at 50 Putney Road, Enfield,
Middlesex EN3 6NN (tel 01992
715621).

National Malaya-Borneo Veter-
ans’ Association has a new
branch in Bristol which meets
monthly. Details from Jack Spack-
man, 34 Lydiard Croft, Hanham,
Bristol BS15 3LT (tel 0117
9613121).

D Deptford (tel 01472 852246)
seeks information on W H P
(Crump) Chattey, pre-war Aden
Levy, and captaint/adjutant Mid-
diesex Regiment, Hong Kong,
interned in Stanley as civilian
1941-45, |ater retired to Glouces-
tershire.

Coldstream Guards, Sgt Pea-
cock’s squad, July 1950, where
are they now? News sought of D
Mitchell, A Ryan, W Wright, R
Gray, J Robson, K Bostwick, A
Gillette, R Wostear, G Brabander,
F Douglas, G Peear, B Tinsley.
Eight members traced so far. Con-
tact Harry Westgarth, 49 Rokeby

Park, Hull HU4 7QE (tel 01482
503649).

Susan Perry seeks news of LCpl
Steve and Donna Frain, ex-
RAOC, and serving with 6 Armd at
Munster when last in contact.
Replies to 228A Cannock Road,
Park Village, Wolverhampton
WV10 AOL (tel 01902 871199).

Model builder J M Bowdler seeks
information an all types of Second
World War landing craft. Replies
to him at 272 Valley Road, Lilling-
ton, Leamington Spa, Warks
CVv32 7UE.

Memories of National Service-
men of all ranks sought for BBC
Radio 2 documentary to be broad-
cast on April 8. Contact Sarah
Newman on 0171-794 1247.

Ex-members of 7/9 Royal Scots
(1939-41) and 52nd (Lowland)

Division Reconnaissance Regi-
ment (1941-46) sought. Also
information on either regiment and
anyone who recalls Tpr Bernard
Shilleto, A Sgn medic. Contact
Carl Shilleto, 17 Wheatlands
Grove, Acomb, York YO2 5NQ.

562 Brigade Sp Sqn RLC (V)
50th anniversary reunion to take
place in May. Details from W02
(SSM) T Ritchie, 562 Bde Sp Sqgn
RAC (V), Territorial Army Centre,
Hom Lane, Acton, London W3
9HA (tel 0181-992 5601).

RMP Association (Birmingham
Central Branch) reunions held on
first Saturday of every month at
Birmingham United Servicemen’s
Club, Cough Street, Birmingham,
1230. Further details from branch
secretary David John Holdsworth,
103 Eddish Road, Kitts Green,
Birmingham B33 9RN (tel 0121
628 5388).
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WHEN lazier members of the British ele-
ment of IFOR, the NATO-led peacekeep-
ing force in Bosnia-Hercegovina, wanted to
write home last year, they had no excuse.

All they had to do was fill in the date and
addressee’s name on a card, fill in their own
(already inscribed “best wishes”) at the
bottom, and tick one of three boxes on four
topics — health, work, weather and social
life — ranging from “I am: (well)” to “What
social life?” and place the result in a ready-
stamped envelope.

This witty approach originated in an
office at Mill Hill, north London, where
the Defence Postal and Courier Services
Philatelic Bureau has its base.

“We are an official handstamp centre,
authorised by the Royal Mail: the only mil-
itary one for the whole of the British Forces
cancelling stamps and producing first day
covers,” said Sgt Stan Hogg, who oversees
the office.

“The IFOR venture was part of a first-
day cover, sold as stationery, with the
money going to tri-Service charities and at
the same time generating the sale of stamps
for the Post Office.”

Handstamps or postmarks are special
datestamps produced for the cancelling of
philatelic covers.

According to Sgt Hogg — some-
thing of a one-man Forces Post
Office himself in Brunei, where he
supported a Gurkha battalion and
a headquarters garrison before taking up
his current post in 1995 — the handstamp-
ing centre title is “quite significant”, since
philatelists have to get military issues
franked by someone.

“We are very competitive, charging con-
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NIT’S STAMP OF SUCCESS

Sgt Stan Hogg with just a sample of the first
day covers produced by BFPO

siderably less as a handstamping centre
than commercial concerns. They can offer
some services, but what they don’t
have is a military handstamp and
serial number.

“The BFPO cancellation mark
number is unique (one number for
one particular issue), and people collect the
design of the frank.”

Only formed Services units and MoD
establishments are eligible to undertake
sponsorship of philatelic ventures through
the bureau — and any profits must be dis-

Philate
pDPCS
pEro 777

o

need for a postal ser-
vice for the New Model

lic Officer

P\Y

0‘6 1 AS long
o\ ago as 1644,

Oliver Cromwell,

-
0\ recognising the

1 ENVELOPES to contain
first covers also have to be
carefully chosen, the bureau
says. As well as being porous
(to avoid smudging), the open

liable to smudge, large open
areas could pick up unwanted
ink, and toc fine lines tend to
break down.

ending flap should be either on
the left-hand end or centrally
located: envelopes with flaps
on the right-hand end tend to
produce ‘ghost’ images of the
postmark.

Army, established a Master
of Messengers, Posts and
Couriers to maintain good rela-
tions between Parliament and
its forces.

The Formation of

1 April 1995

4 HANDSTAMPS, post-
marks and commemorative
covers issued through the
MoD are not allowed to contain
any exhortations such as “sup-
port” or “help”. Nor must
handstamps bear the portrait
of anyone - living or dead.

]

4 WQULD-be sponsors are
advised by the Defence Philat-
elic Bureau to keep designs
simple: large solid areas are

5 . . FERATION COLOSSUS?
“There is a great wealth of experience m‘ﬁﬁsmn AQUEDUCT

in the bureau: we can provide advice mmrem:w‘ﬂ“‘
and expertise on design of hand-
stamps and artwork using our huge
library.”

The Armed Forces have been a
“double-edged sword”, he added.

“They are our potential customer
base, and they are diminishing. At the
same time, the demise of, for example,
a unit, battalion or even regiment, sad
as it is, is an ideal opportunity for
them to be immor-
talised for posterity in
the form of a com-

bursed to unit, Service or military charities.

Sponsors are totally responsible for
financing the undertaking (everything from
artwork and printing costs to payment for
the stamps to be used on the commemora-
tive covers), and arranging the sale of their
OWI covers.

But, with past topics ranging from VE
Day commemorations to the creation of

Above - WO1 Sarah Hickson, DPCSA corpo-

memorative cover.” &
Amalgamations were THE 1996 e W 2N £ 19
: ; another case in point. ROYAL TOURNAMENT ’ ) T IS
% —— “Unfortunately, | EARLS COURT 9-20JULY Xy 100 ©

when certain cavalry
units merged a couple
of years ago, it would
have been a real oppor-
tunity for a cover, but we
were not approached,
and of course it is too
late now.”

As another member of
the Philatelic Bureau
pointed out, “most
people as civil-
ians were given a
first-day cover,
only for it to end
up in an arttic.”

Stan Hogg, and
newly-appointed
MoD Philatelic
Officer Capt Donna
Peak, are anxious
that Army units put
them to a much
better use.

Details: tel Mill
Hill Mil (764) 3274.

rate headquarters staff, dispatches a first-
day cover in an Argentinian post box, liber-
ated — and subsequently used — by British
Forces in Port Stanley in 1982 and now in
situ at Mill Hill. BFPO memorabilia such as
old sappers’ and RLC signs are now starting
to arrive there from Hong Kong

Brigadier T. McG, BROWN OBE

Director
Defance Postal and Courir Service

Phitatelic Officer
DPCS
BFFO 777

Left — Carefully does it: Julie Shortland
franks first-day covers individually at Mill
Hill, using a TV monitor to line up the frank
with the stamps to ensure a perfect result

Land Command and the opening of JTHQ
Northwood, covers are a proven method of
fund-raising.

Brig Tweedie McGarth Brown, Director
Post and Courier Services, recently handed
over £8,000 to the organiser of the Roval
Tournament — the proceeds from a “self-
generated” first-day cover sold at the 1996
show by the Philatelic Bureau’s mobile dis-
play team.

“We are offering interested regiments,
corps and so on a classic facility if they
want to issue a first-day cover,” said Stan.

Philatelic Office
BEPO 77T
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Satisfied
customer

I WISH to thank you for pub-
lishing my appeal to contact
my cousin, Maj N P Notley, in
your Searchline column (Dec
9 - Jan 6).

Not only did he contact me
directly as a result, but two
other readers also wrote to me,
kindly providing me with rele-
vant information.

I have been a “sometime”
Soldier reader in the past and
have always been impressed by
the standard of your publica-
tion. I should now like to
become a regular subscriber. —
W I Reeves, KwaZulu
Natal, South Africa.

® Welcome to our growing
legion of subscribers, Mr Reeves.
- Editor
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“CSM said it would be a quiet day out on the river!”
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Black Watch in Kenya — see Pages 22-23

Cadets earn their

MR MARRIOTT (Letters,
Feb 3) raises an important
point about the wearing of
regimental and corps cap
badges and other qualification
badges in the Army Cadet
Force.

I command the ACF in
Merseyside, which includes the
area where Mr Marriott lives,
and I thought that he should
receive a considered
reply. Mr Marriott is
right to say that such
badges should be worn
with pride and should
be earned.

Do the cadets earn
their badges? Yes, they
most certainly do.
With a structured syl-
labus of recruit training and
progressive training through
“star levels” in the Army Profi-
ciency Certificate, there is no
more demanding youth organi-
sation requiring more commit-
ment and determination.

With the syllabus ranging
broadly across military train-
ing, citizenship training and
character development, the
cadets are proud and worthy
representatives of their parent
regiments and corps.

The ACF does not wear the
red beret of Airborne Forces
unless the individual has served
as an adult with Airborne

badges

Forces. One or two of my adult
staff are qualified by previous
service to wear both the beret
and wings. One of our senior
officers wears the parachute
“light bulb” badge sig-
nifying jumps complet-
ed, but, never having
served with Airborne
Forces, she wears her
Parachute Regiment
cap badge in a blue
beret.

The value of dress-
ing cadets in regimen-
tal or corps dress is self-evident
to those of us who have served
with the Regular Army, the
Territorial Army and ACF. It
is not an accident that the
cadets receive the high level of
excellent support that they do
from Regular and Territorial
units.

Visits to British Forces Ger-
many to the Royal Dragoon
Guards, helicopters from 9
Regiment, Army Air Corps,
visits to and from the Irish
Guards, competitions arranged
by The King’s Regiment, The
Cheshire Regiment, The Royal
Irish Regiment and the Royal

Logistic Corps are just a few of
the advantages accruing from
wearing the badges worn by the
cadets’ “elder brothers and sis-
ters”.

I am most grateful to all the
17 regiments and corps who
are represented in my county.

Why should these regiments
go to so much trouble?
Because up to 30 per cent of
the successful recruit appli-
cants for the Regular Army and
a significant proportion of

That Dragon motit

— See Page 33

those going to the Territorial
Army are ex-cadets. The Army
Cadet Force is firmly a volun-
tary youth organisation, not a
recruiting organisation. How-
ever it is immensely valuable in
offering a first insight into the
Army to young people who
may wish to consider the Army
as a volunteer or as a Regular.
Would Mr Marriott consider
joining us? — Col M G C
Amlat, Commandant,
Merseyside ACF.

Unwarranted outburst

MAY 1 reply to David G Mar-
riott’s outburst of righteous
indignation regarding officers,
adults and cadets in the ACF
“wearing cap badges of elite
regiments and corps”.

I am privileged to serve in
the ACF as a chaplain, wearing
the cap badge of one of the
most élite sections of the
British Army.

Many of the adults I have
worked with over the years run
detachments affiliated to the
Parachute Regiment and wear

with dignity and pride that cap
badge on a black or blue beret.

If Mr Marriott has ever seen
an ACF officer or adult wear-
ing such a cap badge on a
“cherry beret” or parachute
wings on the sleeve it Is
because that individual has
earned that honour through
Regular or TA service.

Many of the adults involved
in the Cadet Force Movement
have had Regular or TA ser-
vice and are willing to offer

@ Turn to next page
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® From Page 31
their training and experience
to the ACF when they con-
clude their Regular or TA
engagement.

Other officers and adult
instructors have never seen
either Regular or TA service,
but give up spare time and hol-
idays to undertake training at
the Cadet Training Centre at
Frimley Park, Surrey, a facility
which is valued by us all and
contributes to the standard of

leadership and instructional-

expertise in the ACF.

Other training in areas such
as Range Management or
Method of Instruction are
often undertaken alongside TA
and Regular Army personnel.

I am sorry that Mr Marriott
finds himself “irritated to see
these people with no service
elevated to high ranks”, but he
really does need to find out
what the ACF is all about.

It would be far better for Mr
Marriott to take the expertise
he acquired during his Regular
service along to his local ACF
battalion and make a positive
contribution, rather than pub-
licly scratching his irritation in
the pages of Soldier — Rev
Gareth T Jones (an ACF
padre), Perth.

We already have a badge!

IN RESPONSE to David Mar-
riott, who called for a separate
Army cadet badge, there
already is one [see Page 31].
However, cadets wear with
pride the badge of their affiliat-
ed regiment or corps.

The Regular units are equal-
ly proud and supportive of
their “younger arm”, which is
often a feeder source to it.

At any one time more than a
third of the British Army is
made up of ex-cadets. Many
field marshals and generals
started their careers in the
cadets, including Gen Sir Peter
de la Billiere, our president.

In a farewell speech when he
relinquished his post recently
my previous colonel comman-
dant spoke to the cadets about
his military career as a Regular,
then TA and Cadet officer.

The most telling part of his
speech was that this was the
end of a career that started in
1955 as a cadet. Who would
question that he had earned
the right to wear his various
insignia?

David Marriott has only to
attend a Remembrance Parade

that involves cadets to see on
the chests of many officers and
ORs much evidence of “earn-
ing”. Even those of us who
haven’t “served” or “earned”

in his sense can claim pride in
our regiment or corps.

As the mother, wife, sister,
daughter, granddaughter, great-
granddaughter,

niece, aunt,

great-niece, ad infinitum, of serv-
ing personnel, I happen to
believe “they also serve who
only stand and wait”.

We all have our posers. Who
doesn’t, even among the Regu-
lar Forces? — Jill Milnthorpe
(Lt, Detachment Comman-
der, Beds Army Cadet
Force), Newport Pagnell.

Getting the needle

WE READ with interest of the offi-
cer who, having had some experi-
ence of veterinary practice in
Brisbane before joining the RAMC
in 1993, appears to have been
philanthropically administering to
the civilian animal population while
serving in Bosnia as a medical offi-
cer for the troops (“Aussie Gavin
gets the needle”, People, Jan 20).

There seems to be a great simi-
larity with Capt Gavin Macgregor-
Skinner, Royal Army Veterinary
Corps, who was detached for duty
in Bosnia from the Defence Animal
Support Unit RAVC, Sennelager
for a period in 1996.

The significant difference is that
the RAVC veterinary officer was in
Bosnia with the express intent to

provide veterinary advice and sup-
port for the wellbeing of animals,
both Service and civilian. Indeed, it
was a planned response in accord
with the aims and objectives of the
RAVC — not the whim of an individ-
ual officer who happened to pass
by.

Some of my colleagues have
expressed interest in  “Aussie
Gavin's” administration of the
injection [in the neck] as illustrated
by the photograph. Their custom
and practice is to administer at the
opposite end of the animal.

Perhaps a future edition of Sol-
dier might afford the “Aussie
doctor” the opportunity to expound
the merits of his method. — Peter
Roffey, Regimental HQ, RAVC,
Defence Animal Centre, Melton
Mowbray, Leics.

To join or for further details call FREE on:

0800 581077

Remember to quote your code - GEOO08/SRO001

Join us
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ONJULY 1, 1992, the Army’s
largest infantry regiment was
formed when The Royal Irish
Regiment was created on the
amalgamation of The Royal
Irish Rangers and The Ulster
Defence Regiment.

An amalgamation in 1968
between the Royal Inniskilling
Fusiliers, Royal Ulster Rifles
and Royal Irish Fusiliers pro-
duced the Royal Irish
Rangers. The Ulster Defence
Regiment was formed in
1970.

The Royal Irish Regiment is
the largest infantry regiment
in the Army today. It consists
of a General Service (GS) bat-
talion, liable for service world-
wide, six Home Service (HS)
battalions, for duty in North-
ern Ireland only, and a Terri-
torial Army battalion.

The postcard illustrated
here was reproduced from a
watercolour painting by Dou-
glas N Anderson. It shows:

® Pipe major: Full dress.

@® Officer: No 2 dress.

@® Soldiers in combat dress
with Warrior.

@ Background: The Water-

Number 8\

A 13-part postcard series on the new regiments and corps of the British Army of the 1990s

THE ROYAL IRISH REGIMENT

(27th (Inniskilling), 83rd, 87th and The Uister Defence Regiment)

gate, Inniskilling Castle.

Both main figures are
shown wearing the Irish
caubeen as headdress with a
green hackle. The pipe major
wears a green jacket and saf-

THE ROYAL IRISH
REGIMENT

fron kilt. On the kilt are super-
imposed the three cap badges
of the three parent regiments
of The Royal Irish Rangers.
The officer wears piper
green trousers and carries a

For details of this and other postcards depicting regiments and corps of the British Army, send SAE to: Geoff White Ltd., 19, Rushmoor Lane, Backwell, Bristol, BS19 3JA.

traditional Irish blackthorn
stick. The silver cap badge on
his caubeen replicates the gold
(or gilt) UDR cap badge worn
in the piper green beret in
working dress.

Dragon badge and
how it was won

The point raised by Mr J Levine, of Brighton (Jan 20) about the Royal
Berkshire Regiment’s Chinese Dragon cap badge and its similarity to
the badge of the Hong Kong Military Service Corps drew our biggest
mailbag on a single subject for some time. Here is a selection of

replies. More in the next issue.

Fighting 49th

THE 49th Foot, later the 1st Bat-
talion, Princess Charlotte of
Wales's (Royal Berkshire Regi-
ment) was awarded the China
Dragon superscribed “China” as a
battle honour for its conduct in the
first China War of 1840-42,

It was proudly worn on the
49th's head-dress for more than
100 years and continued to be
prominent in the cap badge of the
combined regiment, The Duke of
Edinburgh's Royal Regiment
(Berkshire and Wiltshire).

However, since the further
amalgamation with The Glouces-
tershire Regiment it appears only
on the buttons.

The Chinese dragon has long
represented the geographical and
ethnic origins of many of members
of the various military forces
raised in the Colony, These origi-
nated with the raising of the Hong

Kong Voiunteer Defence Corps in
May, 1854.

| would suggest that the design-
er referred to the Royal Berkshire
badge, especially as the previous
badges of the Volunteer Defence
Corps had depicted two dragons.

Regarding the further question
whether it is normal to appropriate
another unit's badge, it is not

“normal”, but not unknown. -
Hugh L King, Farnham, Surrey.

Six battles

AS part of the British force during
the Opium War, the 49th’s first
engagement was the capture of
the forts on the heights of Canton.
Other engagements by the 49th
were the capture of Amoy and the
island of Chusan and the taking of
the heights of Chinhae, Chapoo
and Chin Keang Foo.

shires were based in the 1920s.

THE Royal Berkshire Regiment badge contains
the device of an oriental dragon in recognition of
gallant and distinguished service in the “Opium
War” in China during the 19th century.

The school in Reading at which | teach,
Ranikhet Primary School, is built on the site of a
former Royal Berkshire Regiment training
camp, named after Ranikhet, a hill-station on
the India-Tibet border where the Royal Berk-

RANIKHET

Our school, which opened in1970, adopted the China Dragon as its
official emblem. — David Downs (history co-ordinator at Ranikhet
School and ex-Royal Berkshire Regiment), Reading, Berks.

In all, the 49th fought in six bat-
tles under great hardships, and
with great distinction, during the
two years it spent in China. As a
result it won the honour of “The
Dragon”, superscribed “China”
which was adopted by the regi-
ment in 1843.

It was finally lost as any form of
cap badge when the DERR
merged with the Gloucestershire
Regiment. It can now be seen on
the buttons of No 2 dress and the
regimental colour of the RGBW. —
M J Mcintyre, Hungerford,
Berks.

Not unusual

IT IS not unusual for several regi-
ments to use the same honour on
their badges. The HLF and the 1st
Punjab Regiment badges both
carry an elephant and scroll
“Assaye”.

Other devices used by several
regiments include the Garter Star,
the Sphinx above “Egypt” and the
Castle of Gibraltar, — P R McDon-
ald, Aldbrough, E Yorks.

Disease

IN total, three regiments went to
China and fighting was severe.
Disease was, however, the
greater enemy. — Bertie Greer
(Cadet RGBW), Newbury,
Berks.
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CENTRAL VOLUNTEER s HEADQUARTERS RA
MOFFATS SCHOOL : L
for BOYS & GIRLS 4to 13 + RA SPECIALIST POOL )

BETTER JOB - LOWER COMMITMENT L

CVHQ RA seeks ex-Regular and TA personnel, male and female, for employment as
SSGT WATCHKEEPERS, TA OPERATOR ARTILLERY INTELLIGENCE,
METEOROLOGICAL OPERATOR, RAPIER AIR DEFENCE OPERATOR and
COMMAND POST ASSISTANT (BATES) in the expanding RA Specialist Pool (V).
Minimum commitment (19 days), good pay and tax free annual bounty
(current maximum £950).
For further information contact:
Maj M | Weston RA (V), RA Barracks, Woolwich, London SE18 4BB.

Tel: 0181-781 3422/3419.

A happy family school in beautiful countryside
on the SHROPSHIRE/WORCESTERSHIRE border
proud of our long association with Service families

® Over 90% of our pupils are full boarders

e Small classes; high all-round achievement without stress

e Expert help and support for dyslexia and other special needs
 Classwork balanced by many activities incl. music, art & drama

¢ All games and riding taught in our 100-acre grounds

® Our own escorts to and from major stations and all U.K. airports
 Hospitality and fun for children in at half-terms and exeats

¢ INTELLIGENCE CORPS SCHOLARSHIP & SERVICE BURSARIES

N
S
B
0
)
=
m
m
H

Kinlet Hall
Nr Bewley Tel: (01299) 841230 YOUR CHANCE TO BE YOUR OWN BOSS OR EARN
Wores DY 12 3AY EXTRA INCOME

Marquee hire is on the increase — for weddings, corporate hospitality, parties,
—%a etc ... and it's an easy, lucrative way to earn extra money.
miﬁ‘“‘i Minimal capital outlay required — £8-10,000 approx. to cover
| pranchis® g\ equipment and training.
mﬁhﬂ“‘“ﬂ Good earnings potential — £1,200 per weekend part-time,
- more full-time. No need for special transport or storage.
Family/friends can help. Interested?
Then call Mark or Paul Weatherill
on 01593 882394 for information brochure.

WEATHERILL
BROTHERS
Weatherill Brothers, Newgreen Business Park,

Norwich Road, Watton, Norfolk IP25 6HW
Tel: 01953 882394 Fax: 01953 885547

C.V. EXPRESS

Confidential Consultations. Advice. Draft &
Master Copies. Free Disc Storage & Re-Type
Services. over 2200 type Fonts and more than 20
different Media Presentation types available.
Complete package providing Unbeatable Quality.

For an Information Pack

please Phone or Write to:

Mr MacDonald
3 Argent Close, Hall Road, Hull,
East Yorkshire HU6 9UA
Tel: 01482 804643 (Open 7 days a week)

NEED A CV?

For free details contact the
specialists in FORCES' CVs
(Established 1981)

Forces Dept
PO Box §73.
Sutton Coldfield
West Midlands
B73 6PA
0121-355 2187

SERVICES |

START YOUR OW
SSANISNG 3dI

MILITARY CV SERVICES

The original CV service for HM Forces:

~ B
C \ ] - for Military
S personnel

Professionally prepared. Compelling styles
Qualtty content. Impeccable presentation.

established in 1984
A world-wide CV firm run by a former
Army officer and current full-time career
consultant. Past clients include men and

GET
PROMOTION!

T-Shirts, Sweatshirts,
Polos, Rugby Shirts,
Hooded Tops,

Competitive price. Nation/World-wide service
Laser printing. Free client CV storage

CVs for Military/Cnailian jobs, Resumes,

UNIFORMS
women of all ranks from every part of the

K MADE TO MEASURE

Full details from: Mess Dress P.O.A

Up\dates‘ Application Letters, etc nth S Officers No, 2 Dress  £395.00 Singlets, )

SERVICE - CV 3 'E'{‘ ‘;I“;“’;:]‘“q“e’" OR's No.1 Dress £295.00 Baseball Hats, Ties,

Dept (A), 2 TERN GARDENS . S0 High View Reour, Officers No.1 Dress ~ £325.00 Embroidered Badges

C Guildford, Surrey GU2 SRU S.B. Blazer £150.00
PLYMPTON, PLYMOUTH. PL7 3HZ Tel: 01483 823766 Ei AivET & Jumpers, Pennants,
Tel/ Fax 01752 - 344842 124 s S L D . £2a000 Mugs, Sports Bags & Holdalls,
\ . ; Jog/Track Suits & Shell Suits.

Dinner Suit Wool £250.00
Civilian Suits from £185.00

All prices subject to VAT, where applicable
48Hr or 2 Week Make up
Michael Jay Tailoring

5 TOMOQ BUSINESS PARK
STOWMARKET, SUFFOLK 1P14 5AY
TEL: 01379783736 FAX:01379 783898

COSTELLO

CIVIL & MILITARY BESPOKE TAILORS
LADIES & GENTS @
MESS DRESS %
SPECIALISTS § ’, Ju
INTEREST
FREE CREDIT. Vi
All Accessories B g
Supplied.
For All Your Uniform.
Suit & Blazer
Requirements
Contact,
284-294 Ley St.
liford Essex. IG1 4BS

UK 01814782780 &
GERMANY 05252 4631

A S PROMOTIONS
12 Avenue Industrial Estate
Justin Road, London E4 8SU

Telephone: 0181-523 3283
Fax: 0181-531 7298

VISTA TIES

NORTH SEA MEDICAL CENTRE
3 Lowestoft Road. Gorleston,

Great Yarmouth, Norfolk NR31 65G
OFFSHORE MEDIC
TRAINING
Are you SRN, SEN, CMTI or RMAL

about 1o leave the Services and interested

Over 300 individual Regimental
designs held in stock in Silk
a‘qd Polyester.

TiES

For your own design we offer a
free coloured visual by return.
Printed or woven designs.
Polyester, Silk/Polyester or Silk Cloth.

Minimum order 25 printed ties.

in working as an Offshore Medic?
Course commences: May 1997
(Statutory training is required prior to
emplovment offshore)
This Course is available via Resettlement.
Advice and assistance given on
employment.

To enquire turther, contact:
Wendy Riseborough
Tel: 01493 414174
Fax: 01493 656253

VISTA TIES, 28 HIGH STREET,
MERSTHAM, SURREY RH1 3EA.
TEL: 01737 645113

o7 FAX: 01737 645892

Able-WOVEN 3

EMBROIDERED & PRINTED

SPORTS & LEISUREWEAR

Up to 30 letters/spaces - Black, Red or

FOR THE PAOFESSIONALS FROM THE PROFESSIONALS n ]
Nawy Blue lettering on White 100% Polyester

Sweaters - Sweatshirts
T Shirts — Sports shirts

1000 self-stick labels | Black on White
Name, Address, & or £430
any words up to 6 lines | Black on Yellow

- Orange, Red
Black on Gold | Black on Clear Blue, Green

£4.80 £5.95 £5.80

STATIONERY 50 8" x 6" Printed
Sheets + 20 plain + 50 Envelopes
£8-95 DOUBLE PACK £12-50
UK prices include Post/VAT. | Delivery
Payment with order please. | 14 days
STEEPLEPRINT Ltd - Dept SO - Earls Barton
NORTHAMPTON NN6 OLS - & 01604 810781

Rugby & Hockey Jerseys
Shorts Socks & Ties

DESIGN & PERSONALISED SERVICE

NO MINIMUM ORDER

JENKINS KNITWEAR

5 VERNON PLACE NORTHERN COURT

BASFORD NOTTINGHAM NG6 ODE
Tel: (Nottm) 0115 9274469




COMPETITION 655
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could be £50 richer or win ~ The first correct entries
a new book. Circle the drawn will be the winners. -
differences in the bottom No correspondence of any
picture, cut out the whole kind can be entered into.
panel, add your name and The names of the
address and send to winner of the £50 first
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Competition No 652 (Jan 6 issue): First correct entry
drawn was sent in by Capt M J Wall, London Regiment,
Battersea, who wins £50. Book prizes go to runners-up the
Rev (CF3) J S Alker, of Catterick Garrison, and Mr J McAn-

A drew, of Kilmarnock, Ayrshire. The ten differences were:

lines round sun; centre jockey’s right hand and left arm;

. left-hand horse’s eye and right knee joint; falling jockey’s
!iﬁa_sy,g,#_ right leg; falling horse’s left fore hoof, tail; right-hand bird;

lines on ground, bottom left.

""""""""""" Subscribeto

SOLDIER

The official magazine of the British Army

OVERSEAS
One year £23.00 4 One year £32.20 d
Two years  £40.00 d Two years  £60.00 4

Send your cheque/PO (made payable to "SOLDIER") to:
SOLDIER, Ordnance Road, Aldershot, Hants GU112DU

NAME:
ADDRESS:

POSTCODE: __ TEL.:
(PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS) 172
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CARICATURES

@ ; @ English-made
ofl-THE - SPOT sweat shirts
) Quick fun caricatures ® T-shirts single

P at ynur 5vanl & il coicarad

o designs

@® Embroidered
V-neck jumpers
also many other items

VISTA SPORTS LTD.

Over 40 Mess Cartoons to date

GET THE BEST

0181 441 6607

Vista House, 28 High Street, Merstham,

Surrey RH1 3EA.

Joy’s Roses
& Flowers

Order early for
Motber’s Day 9th March 199’

Mother's Day Special |
Pink, lavender and yellow shades 30 blooms - £17.50
Yellow, pink pastel shades 50 blooms - £22.50

TIES, BADGES & pLAQUES Jek: 01737 643113 Fax: 01757 GhoBen Fresh flowers sent daily from the nursery to an address in the U.K. or N.Ireland
; by mail order Include your own special message to show that you have your loved one in mind
S GIMENTS MINIATURE MEDALS \ 12 ROSES Red/Pink (large) £13.85
REGIME ' Return of post Service | 24 ROSES Red/Pink (large) £18.50
DEIES, Cmp s prazersial Miced wih o £14.75
SQUADRONS CB: £32. CBE: £20; MC/DCM/MM/QGM: £11; JOY'S SPECIAL BOUGUETS *
Clubs & reunion associations. OBE’MBE',BEM' £9: MSM £10; LS & GC- £6; Bouquet special mixed ~ 50 flowers £22.50
: Corcnation‘Jubilee Medal: £8: UN Cyprus: £6: Bouquets/Pink Carnations/Freesia/Fern 30 flowers £16.50
Blazer buttons, medals, ribbons, etc. UN Bosnia: £6; Nato (lfor) medal with clasp. Roses/Camations/Fraesia/Fem _ 30 flowers £17.50
SAE appreciated. Former Yugoslavia: £7.50; Accumulated CSM: | Iris (Blue) Carnations/Freesia/Fern - 30 flowers £14.60
£6; S/Atlantic + rosette: £6; GSM G.VI.R. with Spray Carnations/Freesia/Fern - 20 flowers. £11.50
The Heraldic Co, (GB) Dept S clasp: £7; GSM/CSM with clasp: £6; Gulf Medal MUCH REQUESTED CUDDLIES
Overbriar, Beechwell Lane, Edge with clasp: £6; Second War Stars: £2 each: SAMMY SEAL (Pure White) (Silver Beige) 27" long £22.65
P Defence/War Medals: £4 each. Miniature PIG + 10"+ 7" 4.75
- - n PINKY MOTHER PIG + 3 PIGLETS (Pale Pink) 0"+ 7" long £2.
End, Coleford, Glos GL16 7HA Mounting Bars for D.I.Y. mounting: 1 space - £1 BERTIE BADGER (Black & White) 22" long £22.60
2-£1.10;3-£1.20;4-£1.30;5-£1.40;6 -£1.50;

Tel/fax: 01594 832200 (8am/10pm) |

THE GOLD WIRE BADGE COMPANY
GOLD WIRE BLAZER BADGES £10.00
FRAMED GOLD WIRE BADGES £12.00 6"x6"
WHITE COTTON GLOVES £3.50
FAIRBAIRN-SYKES COMMANDO KNIVES
(Black) £21.50
BLACK BERETS £7.00
REGIMENTAL TIES & BOWS £8.30
WHITE LEATHER GAUNTLETS £19.00
ONE-OFFs, A SPECIALITY

11 Dalehead Drive, Shaw,
Oldham, Lancs OL2 8TJ.
Fax/Telephone 01706 846648

FREE
SAMPLE
SHIRT

(On orders of more than 20 shirts)

THE PERSONALISED LOVING BEARS
EMBROIDERED WITH YOUR GIFT OF LOVE MESSAGE FOR EXAMPLE
MARY'S TEDDY/RACHEL'S BEAR/WITH LOVE/ALL MY LOVE/

LOVE DADDY/LOVE PHIL/LOVE TOM/LOVE MUM/LOVE MUMMY

No more than 12 letters per line (3 lines only). A space counts as a letter
Choice of Coloured Jumpers: Dark Blue/Light Blue/Red

WINSTON BEAR  (Gold. Jointed) D/Blue 19" high £27.80
WINSTON BEAR  (Gold. Jointed) D/B-L/B-Red 14" high £22.75

Prices and order forms available upon request

Prices include P&P + VAT
N.B. Peak periods - flowers may be used from other sources

VISA, ACCESS, and AMEX ACCEPTED - INCLUDE EXPIRY DATE

Please make cheque or P.O. payable to.
‘Joy’s Roses and Toys', Flamingo,
St Sampsons, Guernsey C.l. GY2 4WB
Telephone: (01481) 46708
Fax: (01481) 43406

plus 17.5% V.A.T. and £1 postage
e 7.day medal mounting service for
full-size and miniatures in both ‘ordinary’ and
‘court’ style.
® Full-size medals supplied
® Wire Blazer Badges ® Mess Kit Badges
* Display cases, medal ribbon, mounting
bars, ribbon bars etc.

7-£1.60;8-£1.80;9-£2.00; 10 - £2.20. \\

Competitive Prices. First-class quality and
delivery guaranteed.

Send for comprehensive catalogue to the
Medal Specialists
(26p stamp appreciated):
MINIATURE MEDALS (SM)
30 COVENTRY ROAD, BURBAGE,
D11 LEICESTERSHIRE LE10 2HP.
Telephone: (01455) 239262 o7

AN
PRINTED oR Ewutlrocdered
TO YOUR OWN DESIGN 0 @
x* T-SHIRTS ~R
+ SWEATSHIRTS " |
* POLOSHIRTS
* RUGBY SHIRTS
* DRILL TOPS
+ SWEATERS » CAPS

For FREE colour brochure from
the U.K's leading supplier to
H.M. Forces contact:

TEES TOTAL

High Street,Wootton Bassett,
Swindon,Wilts SN4 7AB

TEL:(01793) 849888
FAX:(01793) 849890

Claim a FREE! Sweatshirt in 1997

Place an order with TEES TOTAL during 1997 of more than 20 garments printed
or embroidered with a new design and on top of our free sample garment offer
you will also qualify for a free sweatshirt which will be sent with your main order.
To claim your shirt return this coupon to TEES TOTAL when making your order.

U.K. MADE OLIVE GREEN
T-SHIRTS, SWEATSHIRTS

2

POLOSHIRTS AND CAPS.
HUNDREDS OF
EMBROIDERED
STOCK DESIGNS
AVAILABLE.

CREDIT TERMS OR CREDIT
CARD PAYMENT AVAILABLE
TO H.M. FORCES

DESIGN
HE Rl‘ ,

(]

-/
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“Cold cast bronze”

PHOENIX WORLD

A full range of pewter and “cold
cast bronze” figurines, car grill
badges and tankards to suit your
needs.

COMMISSIONS ACCEPTED.

* Send crossed Cheque/P.Q. with order or S A.E.
for Brochure.

PHOENIX WORLD REPRODUCTIONS

437 Valley Drive, Gravesend, Kent DA12 5UE.
Tel: Gravesend (01474) 365511.

Fax: (01474) 537166. -

EMBROIDERED LEISUREWEAR & BADGES

Plus PRINTED T-SHIRTS & SWEATSHIRTS

PRO-BOOTS

Latest issue Goretex severe

weather boots. Speed lace.
Waterproof. Durable.
Breathable. Special
once only offer.
RRP £150.00

Bargain £80.00

Embroidered

printed sweats and T-shirts, min. qty. 36\

BADGES-EMBROIDERED - min. qty. 25
ENAMELLED - min. 100

BLAZER BADGES - min. 5

TIES — Woven - min. 50

Also - BASEBALL CAPS - min. 50

garments - Free original 24+

Printed - min. 36

SPORTS BAGS - min. 50
GOLF UMBRELLAS - min. 25

SPECIALISTS IN MILITARY LAW
01252 343567

FREE advice call (countrywide)
or

first office interview
FOSTER WELLS
- Aldershot

Solicitors

WRITE. PHONE or FAX for colour brochure

/ E Iﬂn to Kilcreggan, Dunbartonshire G84 0JN
I 4 MOTIFS
~TEL: 0143684 2581/2716; FAX: 01 43684 2854

HI-TEC Magnum leather /
» cordura lightweight combat boots,
ideal for tactical use.
Magnum Boots
e £39.99

i Magnum Sympatex
100% wiproof £70.00
¢ Magnum All Leather
£50.00

Y (1)

1) Army Issue
Assault Boots
New £39.99
Goretex Army
Issue Boot Liners,
(Mid calf length)
New £16.99
Army Issue 80%
wool socks. £2.99

2

MICHAEL JAY
Exclusive HAND CUT

TAILORING

Y

For your

MADE TO MEASURE ‘9 ’
Uniforms Suits ete 4
we offer

/7] day Make or

B 48 hr EXPRESS

M Keen prices

I First class fit

[/} High quality

¥ Excellent payment terms

Local agent to measure in most areas’
Tel: 01379 783736
Fax: 01379 783898
As our customers say:
The service is simply unbheatable
5 TOMO BUSINESS PARK, STOWMARKET, SUFFOLK 1P14 5AY

) Danner & Matterhorn Boots
C Severe weather. Thinsulate.

Goretex. Vibram soles.

CWC G10
NON DATED £55.00
DATED £68.00
STRAPS £6.99
Military Issue Watches.
CWC are genuine issue.
Beware of copies with similar

sounding names.
Only available from
Silverman'’s.
CWC CHRONO
Ql &\R'IL £220.00

Soldier ‘95 PLCE DPM Tactical Ops.
Assault vest. 8 assorted pouches plus 2 large
* map/storage
pockets. Holster

attached inside
| size fully
adjustable
§ mesh vest,

fastening

front. Built to
S last. NEW £125.00

Ou!v avatlable fmm Silverman’s

quick release

Genuine Issue.
Pouches. Main

DPM or

utility

3 ammo, 2
body of rig is a large
storage area. Built to last.

Green £44.99

The 9
Merlin Sﬂus
Softie 3
sleeping bag.
Insulates down to
zero degrees. Packs
. very small. £55.99
Full range of SnugPak and
Military Issue sleeping bags
available. Goretex Military Issue
Bivvy Bags also in stock.

f’iz k

Stay Warm T
and comfortable.
Buffalo Sp6 Shirts: £79.99
Olive or Black
Original Mountain Shirts
£72.99: Olive
All other Buffalo kit stocked

Genuine SAS,
PARA and
\ GORETEX
smocks.
All sizes.
Genuine ¢
DPM
Light- -
] weight
Tropical
jackets &

W‘_

trousers in
stock

Latest Issue 50 litre
. DPM Patrol Pack

Genuine British
Military Bergen.
Heavy duty, cordura
material. Water-

@ proof; with two side
pouches.
Excellent kit.

NEW £65.00

PLCE Bergen 125
litre. Side pouches
make a 35 litre day
patrol pack. Cordura
i outer, lightweight
and durable.
Only £145.00
Berghaus Vulcan £175
Full range of Berghaus and Military
issue rucksacks in stock.

{3

1

2 HARFORD STREET

MiLe Enp . Lonoon E1 4PS
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[% Pan Pals [

REPLIES. To reply to a pen pal, write
a letter and send it to Soldier Magazine
at the address below. The Box number
must be CLEARLY written in the
TOP LEFT CORNER of the
envelope. Your envelope must be no
larger than 8" x 4" and should only
contain a letter, and photograph if
requested. Replies received more than
three months after the cover date and
large, heavy, or poorly addressed
envelopes will not be forwarded.

TO ADVERTISE FOR A PEN
PAL. Please send for details

enclosing a stamped  self-
addressed envelope to: Soldier
Magazine, Ordnance Road,

Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU.

June, 34, 5°6”, slim brunette with
brown eyes. Enjoys the cinema, dri-
ving, quiet nights in and socialising.
Seeking genuine caring male pen pals.
P914 0497

Debbie, 30, 5°8”, medium build and
auburn hair. Enjoys pubs, pets, eating
out and socialising. Seeking male pen
pals aged 28-40 with GSOH. Photo
appreciated. P915 0497

Julie-Ann, 30+, 5’4”, with long hair
and brown eyes. Enjoys music, travel,
writing, reading, clubbing and the
cinema Seeking pen pals, male or
female, any age, near and far. P916o497

Kim, 32, 5’4", with blue eyes. Enjoys
DIY, cinema, music, darts, socialising
and writing. Seeking male pen pals
aged 35-45 with GSOH. P917 0497

Josephine, 45, 5°6”, attractive and
vivacious. Enjoys keeping fit, hill walk-
ing, socialising, dancing and the the-
atre. Divorced with one daughter who
is Army mad! Seeking male pen pals
aged 39-49. P918 04/97

Female, 31, 5°7%, slim and attractive.
Enjoys dancing, aerobics and motor
sports. Seeking male pen pals aged 28-
40. Genuine replies only please. P919

04/97

Michelle, 41, 5°5”, a psychiatric
nurse with mad sense of humour!
Enjoys painting, walking, welding
(honestly!), reading, science fiction
and writing letters. Seeking male pen
pals aged 35+. P920 0497

Helen, 27, 5°2”, blue eyes and long
dark hair. Enjoys pubs, clubs, travel
and, of course, receiving and writing
lots of friendly letters! Seeking male
pen pals aged 25-35. P921 0497

Gary, 29, 100% genuine, ex-TA
squaddie. Enjoys keep fit, dining out,
pubs, clubs and cosy nights in. Seeks
female Regular soldier pen pals aged
18-30. ALA. Photo appreciated. P922

04/97

Debbie and Pamela, two tall 25-
year-olds who enjoy pubbing,
clubbing, dancing and having a good
time are seeking pen pals, aged 20-30,
who believe in having a good time too.
P923 0497

[ Boolks |

Second hand bookshop requires
books on all subjects, especially mili-
tary history and politics. We collect!
TYLON BOOKS, Merton Abbey
Mills, Merantum Way, London SW19
2RD. Tel: 0181 540 4371. EO1

A SOLDIER’S POCKET BOOK”
384 pages include: Basic Battle Skills,
Fieldcraft, Orders. SOPs: Scouts,
Emergency Alarms, Routines in the
Field, Tank Target Indication, Working
with Helicopters, Map Reading & Ori-
enteering, First Aid, NBC, Adventure
Trg, Skill at Arms. Full info on
SAR0/LSW, Tests and APWTs,
GPMG Light Roll, Signals, Mines,
MT Driver, Tank and Aircraft Recog-
nition. ISBN 1-874528-02-0. Price
£7.50 (inc p&p UK/BFPO). Trade
terms on application. Available from
selected Naafi Branches, Bookshops or
direct from publishers: MILITARY
POCKET BOOKS, PO Box 28,
Leven, Beverley, East Yorks HU17
5LA. Tel/fax: 01964 542878. 1

FREE BOOK CATALOGUE.
Military, shooting, martial arts and
much more. Send to: Outdoorsman’s
Bookstore, Unit 27, Monument
Industrial Park, Chalgrove, Oxon,
0X44 TRW or phone: 01865 500256.

The Guidebook to joining the
French Legion (currently recruiting
up to 40 yrs of age). The complete and
definitive guide to joining the world’s
élite army. Details include: where to
join, postings within the Legion, a
complete translation of the famous
five-year contract, promotion scales,
pay and conditions, a typical day in the
Foreign Legion, a breakdown of basic
training and weapons and equipment -
for just £13.99 inc post and
packaging. Send cheque/postal order
made out for £13.99 to “Salvo Books”
and send to: Salvo Books, Dept 2275,
PO Box 106, Yelverton, Devon, PL20
6XY. Please allow 28 days for delivery.

05/97
Military history books. Please send
SAE for current catalogue. Free
specialist booksearch. McKenzie, Low
Field, Newby, Penrith, Cumbria
CA10 3HB. Tel: 01931 715253.  owsr

“Head-dress Badges

of the British Army”
by Kipling and King. The collectors’ Bible.
Volume One (1800-1920)
Volume Two (1920-1995)
£107.50 the set, posted. Only 25 sets left
in stock. Vol Two £42.50 posted.
H L & P King, 3 Saxon Croft,
Farnham GU9 7QB.

(Tel. 01252 716303).

[ Business ©pps |

[ Gars Wanted |

Ex Serviceman Earns £1,000 per
day, if you are leaving the Forces and
would like to know how it is done
telephone 01202 713009, 24 hrs.

Left-hand drive vehicles urgently
wanted. Any condition. Cash buyer.
Tel: 0181-534 4016 or 0181-555
0823, Fax: 0181-534 0033 (10am to
10.30pm) seven days. TC

Are youmad? ...

__motivated, ambitious,
determined
and willing to travel ?
Successful sales
company working
throughout the UK needs
you to earn whatyou are
really worh.

Tel: 01933 278005

| GarsE ]

Absolutely urgent. Wanted - LHD
vehicles. Any condition. Cash buyer.
Tel: 0181-534 4016 or 0181-555

0823. Fax: 0181-534 0033 (10am to
10.30pm seven days). TiIC

SCE HOTLINE
UK 01367 241225

HOTLINE
UK 01367 241225

SCE HOTLINE
UK O0I1367 241225

Please mention SOLDIER when
replying to advertisements

[ BRGeriaininend |

ConneMiions

Entertainment
Function Bands,

Disco & Karaoke
Comedians, Cabaret
Dance Shows
For all ranks,

Sgt/ Officers’ Mess
Wedding & Private functions
Tel: 0181-789 7227 / 6645
Fax: 0181-785 3533

Connextions The Name
You Can Trust! ﬂ

[ For Salse |

Largest manufacturers and
exporters of hand-embroidered bullion
badges for Army, Navy, Air Force,
Police, schools, colleges, clubs, etc.
Flags, banners, sashes, coats-of-arms,
family crests and all military
accoutrements. Also leather gloves,
footballs, track suits. Contact: ] Arthur
(PVT) Ltd, PO Box 301, Sialkot
51310, Pakistan. Fax: 92 432 588605
25/97
Cannon Curios, 21 Bulford Road,
Durrington, Wilts. Militaria, deacts,
prints, furniture, glass, china, books,
medal cases, etc. 10-5 daily, closed
Wednesday. Tel: 01980 655099.
British Military cap badges and
insignia. Send SAE for lists to
INKERMAN Badges, PO Box 1022,
Coulsdon, Surrey CR5 3]Q. 2597
Army Cap Badges. Send SAE plus
80p for lists to: Clans and Regiments,
14 Elm Grove, Aldbrough, East
Yorkshire HU11 4RQ. Guarantee and
generous discounts. T/C
Peter Hicks Associates, comprehensive
range of military figurines available in
resin bronze and silver. Commissions

always considered. Ring for
information/brochure. Tel/fax: 01380
828382. 2596

Cap badges, regimental ties, blazer
badges, medals, insignia. Send £1.50
for list to: Cairncross (Dept S), 31
Belle Vue Street, Filey, North Yorks.

Military Insignia. British and colonial,
Victorian to date. No re-strikes. 50p for 32-
page listing, Shotton, 7 Peak Road,
Clanfield, Hants. EH1
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|7 SAYS HERE,
YoU ALREADY HAVE
A POLICE RECORD
PIE ¢




SGLAS'S I EE D s i

NIGHTCLUB
FOR SALE

Outskirts of Manchester
(Denton)
Nightclub, Bar & Function
Room
O 500 capacity
3O 2.00 am licence
O Tiornover approx £,200,000 p.a.
O Leasehold o.a. £ 85,000
(+ sav)
O Rent £18,000 p.a.
Telephone Steven Walsh on
0161 320 4310 (Club)
01457 860706 (Home)
0378 971906 (Mobile)

e e e e o e e e e e e o ek e e e de ke ok e ke ek
Regimental Shields, Plaques and
Shieldclocks. In good company with
most regiments and corps of the British
Army we made your shields for the
Falklands, the Gulf and now Bosnia
and Croatia and most other UN loca-
tions. Let us design your regimental
and operational shields. Write for a full
colour brochure to:Military Marketing
International, 74-77 Steward Street,
Ladywood, Birmingham BAI18 7AF.
Tel/fax: 0121-4545393, Minimum
order 25 Shields. £9.95, no VAT out-
side the UK. Shieldclocks £17.50. Tc

s v e e e ok ke e e ok e ok Ak e e de sk ek de e e

Military, sports, coronation, police,
school, masonic and miscellaneous
medals and badges. Send 2x26p
stamps for list: 18 Hollybank Road,
Birkenhead, Merseyside L41 2SY. 2496

British and overseas military
badges, collars, titles, formation signs.
Regular comprehensive stock lists
£2.00. Castle Armoury (S), 18 Castle
Street, Dover CT16 1PW. 1397

P.L.C.E. BRITISH ARMY
WEBBING. 92 camo web sets £70,
90 olive web sets £45, 58 web sets £20,
PLCE olive bergens £85, Gore-Tex
lined camo jackets £50. Hundreds
more items in stock from boots to
command post tents. MAIL. ORDER
AVAILABLE. DENBIGH ARMY
SURPLUS, Plot 34, Colomendy Ind.
Est., Denbigh, Denbighshire, LL16
5TA. Tel: (01745) 814978. One of the
few remaining genuine military surplus
warehouses in UK. Send 50p in stamps
for catalogue. 04197

Genuine British Commonwealth
cap/collar badges. Metal, cloth s/titles,
division trade badges, monthly lists.
50p single list, £5 twelve lists. E Kelk,
Sweechgate  Cottages, Broadoak,
Canterbury, CT2 ORA 0497

Commemorative Documents of
Military Service. Suitable for all
branches. Designed for wall or desktop
display or portfolio. Send SAE for
descriptive list and request form:
AFSO, Outer Ardoch, Kilwinning,
Ayrshire, KA13 7TQL. EO

Sgt/WO2 Mess Jacket R. Sigs, chest
407, waist 34”. No 1 Dress trouser’s,
L/leg, 297/30”. Good condition two
jackets available. Offers £80 each. Tel:
0181 692 7491. 0497

Embroidered quality wire blazer
badges. Send design for sample and
quote. Gemini Insignia Company,
4/477 Khawajgan, Gujrat, Pakistan.cesr

Hand-AGC Taffeta Mess Dress,
size 14, worn twice. Tel: 01252 348839
or 317843, Price {:] 50.00 ono. 04/97

| ReUnions |

Christmas Island reunion weekend,
24th-27th October, 1997 for all
Service personnel who took part in
Operation Grapple from 1956-1964.
Interested? Phone Jim Cooper: 01903
232108. 0497

| Holdays |

~ DELIGHTFUL

BLACKPOOL HOTEL
in Prime Location
. - Run by Ex -Serviceman
Special discount rates for members of HM
Forces and their families for holidays,
‘breaks and functions. Prices include full
English breakfost and five course evening

meal.
Holmhurst Hotel
14 Reads Avenue,
Blackpool Central
Telephone: 01253 25977
: Propriefor: Tony Salvin

| WalREed |

Director, 40, requires experienced
personal trainer, ex-Services PTI
ideal. Details in strict confidence to:
David Aworth, A.M.P.S., Box No 4RG
WDO, London W]A 4RG. 197
The City of Canterbury Pipe Band
urgently  requires  pipers  and
drummers, male or female. The band
is non-competitive and would be ideal
for those who have recently left the
Forces and who wish to continue
playing without pressure to compete.
Contact Band Secretary, Colin
Boughton. Tel/fax: 01843 291258, o597
Wanted - recruiting trailer, by
Herts ACF for exhibition/display
purposes. Contact Maj Barlow, tel:
01992 582423. 0s/97
Bagpipe sheet music wanted from
any regiment or individual. Old or new,
books or single sheets. K Horton, 62
Claremont Road, Seaforth, Liverpool
L21 1AT. o407

NOTICE TO READERS

The publishers of SOLDIER Magazine cannot
accept responsibility for the accuracy of any
advertisement or for any losses suffered as a
result. Readers are strongly recommended to
make their own enquiries and seek
appropriate commercial, legal and financial
advice before sending any money or entering
into any legally binding agreement.

ARMY SPORTS LOTTERY RESULTS

JANUARY 25, 1997

TWO-way tie for first prize (24 goals, £1,925
each): Maj AB MclLeod, RMCS,
Shrivenham; Cpl G Scott, 24 Airmob Bde
CSS Bn, Colchester.

FOUR-way tie for third prize (23 goals, £537.50
each): W02 D Bowen, HQ 3 Inf Bde,
BFPO 809; Cpl MP Goodison, The Light
Dragoons, BFPO 30; Cpl RE Keightley,
RMP Trg Centre, Chichester; LCpl G
Pogue, 32 Engr Regt, BFPO 30.

JANUARY 18, 1997

TWO-way tie for first prize (21 goals, £1,925
each): LCpl DJ Davies, HCMR, London;
Maj GJ Paulin, 22 Regt RA, Kirton in
Lindsey.

FOUR-way tie for third prize (20 goals, £537.50
each): Capt G Cutter, 100 Regt RA (V),
London; Pte SB Galloway, 1 Hldrs, BFPO
807; W02 CB Oliver, SEAE, Arborfield;
Cpl TG White, 19 Tk Tptr Sgn RLC,
Bulford.

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE -
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

All classified advertisernents are accepted on a prepaid basis only, and are subject to the following
conditions,

The Publishers reserve the right to decline any copy material of which they may not approve
whether an order shall have been accepted or not. All advertisements are accepted subject to
approval and conditionally upon space being available. The Publishers reserve the right to make
any alteration they consider necessary or desirable in an advertisement to meet their approval. The
Publishers also reserve the right to cancel or suspend any advertisement without stating a reason.

While every endeavour will be made to meet the wishes of advertisers, the Publishers do not
guarantee the insertions of any particular advertisement.

The Publishers shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial failure
(however caused) of publication or distribution of any edition in which any advertisement is
scheduled to appear.

The Publishers shall not be liable for errors occurring after the first insertion of an advertisement
in a series. It is the responsibility of the advertiser to inform the Publishers of any such error in
sufficient time to allow the amendment. A voucher copy will not be supplied.

Advertisements will be placed under the following headings:

Accommodation, Business Opportunities, Cars, Cars Wanted, Entertainment,
Exhibitions, For Sale, Gift Services, Holidays, Houselets, Notices, Property for Sale,
Reunions, Services, Situations Vacant, Situations Wanted, Training, Wanted. Other
headings will be applied if deemed acceptable by the Publishers.

The placing of an order for the insertion of an advertisement shall amount to an acceptance of the

above conditions and any conditions stipulated by an agency or advertiser shall be void
insofar as they are in conflict with them.

SOLDIER MAGAZINE

PHOTO REPRINTS

Have you, or anyone you know, featured in SOLDIER? If so, you
can order top quality reprints from our Photographic Department.

7% 5"... £5.60 8"x6"..£7.50 12"x 8"... £12.00

Digital prints (up to A4 size) ......... £7.00 Other sizes available on request.
(All prices are inclusive of VAT and p&p) i
All enquiries to:

The Photographic Department, SOLDIER, Ordnance
Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU Tel: 01252 347357

NAME . . ..
(PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS)

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

ADDRESS -
I CLASSIFICATION ‘ Rosteade: i cin s snn chas wae
1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 3 10
" 2 13 14 15
16 17 18 19 20
21 2 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30
|

WORDS AT 35p
X _______INSERTIONS
VAT AT 17.5%
BOX NUMBER [INC. VAT)
TOTAL ENCLOSED

CHEQUE/PO Number

If you need more space, or do not wish to cut the magazine, please write clearly on plain paper
COST: 35p PER WORD, MINIMUM CHARGE £6.00. VAT AT 17.5% MUST BE ADDED
NB: NAME AND ADDRESS AND/OR PHONE NUMBER SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN COST
IF YOU REQUIRE A CONFIDENTIAL BOX NUMBER, ADD £2.35 (INC. VAT| PER INSERTION AND TICK BOX O

wouwononwn

ALL CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS MUST BE PREPAID AND WILL BE INSERTED IN THE FIRST AVAILABLE ISSUE

£ Send to:

£ CLASSIFIED ADS

£ SOLDIER

- ORDNANCE ROAD
£ ALDERSHOT

(Payable to SOLDIER) HANTS GU11 2DU
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WHEN Capt Ted Martin joined
the Army 30 years ago, he can
hardly have expected to end up
as a World and European
quadrathlon champion, but
that is precisely what hap-
pened.

The Army Physical Training
Corps athlete came to the sport
via triathlon. He had always
enjoyed endurance events and
took part in the 1984 world
triathlon championships.

ships for the first time in
1995, Ted won the veterans’
title for his age group, com-
pleting the four-event competi-
tion in just under eight hours
... no mean feat for a 5km sea
swim, 20km sea kayak race,
100km cycle ride and a 21km
run.

Last season, he lost his title
when a stomach bug affected
his form. He did, however,
recover to enter the European
Cup quadrathlon series, com-
peting in Hungary, Germany,
Spain, Britain and the Czech
Republic and finished first in
his age group.

Ted (45) is a former Army,
\Combined Services and Welsh

international water polo player
and swimmer, and once held
the Combined Services 100m
butterfly record.

A keen sportsman, he was a
member of the 7 Parachute
Regiment RHA Nordic ski team
for four seasons and was both
player and coach for the Welsh
handball team.

When first commissioned,
he was posted to the then

Army Catering Corps appren-
tice college at Aldershot,
where he organised nine
adventurous training expedi-
tions in three years.

In Belize, he helped start up
a fund to preserve a section of
barrier reef by swimming 16
miles through shark-infested
waters from the reef back to
the mainland.

Competing in quadrathlon
can be expensive. The cost of
travel and equipment is con-
siderable.

“My racing bicycle alone
cost £1,800 and then | had to
pay another £400 to upgrade
the wheels,” said Ted.

Pictured during a training session on the Basingstoke Canal, Capt Ted Martin has paddled, swum,
cycled and run his way to World and European sporting honours

Ted Martin: an

enduring talent

“I had to drive to some of the
events in Europe because |
couldn’t afford the train fares.
Fortunately, the Army Sports
Lottery backed me with a grant
of £1,000.”

Surprisingly, the sport does
not have its own Army champi-
onship, but Capt Martin is
hoping to rectify that omis-
sion. On behalf of the Army
School of Physical Training

and 3 RSME Regiment

Competing in the world Royal Engineers, he is
quadrathlon champion- organising an Army open

invitation quadrathlon
competition at Gibraltar Bar-
racks, Minley next month.

The challenging event, a new
addition to the British Quad-
rathlon Association calendar,
will help identify talented
quadrathletes who could com-
pete in this year’s British and
European championships.

Capt Martin said: “It is also
intended as an introduction to
the sport for military person-
nel.

“Once soldiers and their
units become aware of the
competitive nature of quad-
rathlon, | believe it will really
take off as an Army sport this
season.” — LJM

J
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Five-star champions

Gladiator
Jude set
to bow
out with
fifth title

SSGT Jude Shenton (APTC)
won the women’s individual
giant slalom at St Moritz and
looks set to become Army
women’s Alpine champion for
the fifth time in her last year of
competition with the Army.

Shenton, who took part in
the Gladiators television show
last summer, was more than
three seconds ahead of her
nearest rivals, Capts Emma
Watson-Mack and Kirsty Pem-
berton-Pigott.

The Army Winter Sports
Association’s  fortnight-long
50th anniversary meeting —
AWSA 50 — attracted more
than 450 soldiers. Among the
spectators was Lord Glen-
toran, who as Capt Robin
Dixon, Gren Gds, won a gold
medal in the two-man bob at
the 1964 Winter Olympics.

Sgt David Belam (3 RHA)
powered to victory in the 15km
British and Inter-Services clas-
sical cross-country for a
remarkable fifth year in succes-
sion. He beat off a determined
challenge from Olympic veter-

A L
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SSgt Jude Shenton (APTC) on her way to victory in the women’s individual giant slalom at St Moritz. It put
her on course to win the overall Alpine title for the fifth time. Shenton is based in Wales

an Sgt Michael Dixon (35
Engr Regt) and L.Cpl Wayne
Kennan (QRH).

Belam, a former British
Olympic Nordic ski team
member, said: “I really wanted
this one. It has never been won
five times in a row before so I
am very pleased.

“The course was a hard one,
with a lot of uphill and few
places to recover. We got the
wax right and put everything
into it, and it all worked out.”

The day before the AWSA
50 opening ceremony, seven

soldiers competed in the inter-
national Coppa d’Italia race on
the Cresta run.

After a night of heavy frost,
the run was fast and a season’s
best run of 52sec was achieved
by a Swiss rider.

Three Army riders were
placed in the top half of the 60-
strong field. Maj Rupert Wie-
loch, racing on a traditional
toboggan, finished 17th, with
Capt Charlie Sclater and Maj
Matthew Sample not far
behind.

Cpl Sean Ollson (1 Para)

and Cpl Dean Ward (2 Para)
notched up their highest-ever
placing in the two-man bob-
sleigh World Championship at
St Morirtz, finishing eighth in a
top-class field.

After the race, Sean, the
British number one driver,
said: “I’m pleased with the way
it went. Our previous best was
tenth and it proves that slowly
but surely the driving is getting
better.”

@® A round-up of news, pic-
tures and results from AWSA 50
will appear in the next issue.

County dish out a lesson in teamwork

Army 0, Hampshire 3

THE Army women’s football
team could not have chosen a
tougher start to their South
West Counties Championship
campaign when Hampshire
were the visitors to the Military
Stadium, Aldershot, writes
Derrick Bly.

While Army coach QMSI
Joe Roach is still hard at work
formulating his squad, the
county party consisted of 12
players from the Southampton
Saints WFC who play their
soccer in the National

Women’s Premier Division.
Centre back and skipper of the
county side was ex-England
international Linda Coffin.

Hampshire quickly adapted
to the heavy conditions and
Sgts Max McQue and Debbie
Batey and Ptes Battams and
Leader had to work hard in
defence to contain the non-
stop county onslaught.

Army keeper LCpl Tracey
Garner saw plenty of the action
and her use of feet and legs to
keep out Hampshire goal
attempts caused some anxious
moments for home supporters.

The opening goal arrived in
the 36th minute when Hilary
Carter (Wimbledon WFC)
outpaced McQue and put
Charlie Simm clear. Five min-
utes later Hampshire went fur-
ther ahead through Claire
Butler.

Army attackers Cpl Terry
Bennett, Pte Naomi Burden
and Pte Tania Smyth got little
change out of their more expe-
rienced markers and, with the
Army defence and midfield
spending most of the time on
the receiving end, saw little of
the ball.

Bdr Sharon Black did make
one clear opening for Smyth
but her shot was deflected for a
flag kick which was cleared.

In the 62nd minute Butler
scored a third for the visitors.

This South West Counties
fixture was a tough assignment
for the Army women and they
will benefit from the experi-
ence. They never gave up the
fight and Leader, Batey,
McQue and Burden fought
tirelessly while Bennett, a lone
figure up front, never stopped
looking for gaps in the county
defence.

FA slam
five past
Services

FA 5, Combined Services 0

OXFORD City’s tiny stadium
provided the venue for this
season’s  prestigious battle
between the Combined Ser-
vices and the Football Associa-
tion, writes Derrick Bly.

Services traditionally use the
fixture to make final prepara-
tions for the Kentish Cup
matches against the Belgian
and Dutch Armed Forces and,
on this occasion, the FA field-
ed a strong squad of players
from the Vauxhall Conference
League.

After an early goal attempt
by POAEA Nigel Thwaites
(RN), the semi-professionals
went in front in the 20th
minute. A cross from the right
was flicked on into the crowd-
ed area and Kidderminster
striker Hughes headed past the
Services keeper, Cfn Ian
Elliott.

Within a minute a bad
bounce in the penalty area
from a 25-yard shot by Oxford
City striker Forinton deceived
Elliott and the ball ended up in
the back of the net.

The best effort from Ser-
vices came when SAC Chris
McGuire (RAF) jinked past
two FA defenders, but his left
foot drive was high and wide.

Services were further
exposed in the 32nd minute
when Cpl Gary Wooton lost
his footing and Hughes
stepped in to give the unpro-
tected Elliott no chance.

A floodlight failure brought
the first half to an abrupt end,
but within five minutes of the
re-start Harriers winger
Hughes completed his hat trick
when he turned in a cross.

The fifth FA goal came when
WO2 Alan Higgins lost posses-
sion in midfield and a long ball
by Cousins (Yeovil Town) was
glanced home by Slough Town
player Cliff Hercles.

The Vauxhall Leaguers were
in a class of their own on the
night and Elliott made three
good saves later in the game to
prevent an even bigger defeat.
Substitute Cpl Lee Innes
added some fire to the front
line but the strong FA defence
gave very little away.
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[ BOXING RUGBY UNION LOTTERY

Desert Rats win battle of
the signal squadrons

IF REPUTATION was any-
thing to go by, 216 Parachute
Signal Squadron should have
been clear winners of the Army
Minor Units novice team
boxing championships, but
they were outpunched and
outpaced by a far superior 7
Armoured Brigade Signal
Squadron team, writes
Laurie Manton.

The Desert Rats won the
contest at the Aldershot boxing
centre by five bouts to two.

Cpl Tony Caulfield (7 Bde)
made a fast and furious start in
his featherweight bout against
Sig Jimmy Shaw. Shaw took a
standing count in the second
round, surviving through to
the third and final round,
albeit in a bloodied state.
Caulfield won unanimously on
points.

In an exciting lightweight
contest, Sig Gaz Woolley (7
Bde) earned a unanimous
points win despite taking a
standing count in the first
round against L.Cpl Nick Jenk-
ins.

LCpl Titch Meakin was far
too strong for Sig Loddy
Jones (216) at light-welter-
weight and the referee had to
step in smartly to stop the
contest to prevent Jones being
hurt.

Army coach SSgt Andy
Edwards was at ringside to
look for fresh talent to add to
his team. Meakin’s name was
probably on his list.

The next two bouts pro-
duced first-round wins, light-
middleweight LCpl Carl
Harris (7 Bde) stopping a
badly-cut Sig Jakey Jakeman

Sig Tricky Dick (right) lands the big punch which flooi

and Sig Tricky Dick providing
a first win for the Parachute
Signal Squadron against mid-
dleweight Sig Dave Wheeler.

In the penultimate bout,
light-heavyweights Sigs Thom-
mo Thompson and Chris
Moaoore (7 Bde) went the dis-
tance, with Moore winning on
a majority decision.

Sgt Yaf Yaifai (7 Bde) flew at
his opponent in the opening

-

seconds of the final contest of
the evening, almost knocking
him over in the rush. After the
referee persuaded him to calm
down, Yafai took a fair bit of
punishment from his welter-
weight opponent, LCpl Pete
Watson, who won convincingly
on points.

Featherweight winner Cpl
Tony Caulfield won the award
for the most promising boxer.

Taff boots Navy into touch

Army U-21s 18, RN U-21s 12

A YOUNG Royal Navy team
arrived at Aldershot with their
tails up and confidence at a
peak after demolishing a Royal
Air Force team by 49 points to
nil a week earlier, writes Tom
Wye.

The red-shirted Army team
had Sprs Taff Griffiths and
Matt Chalmers in their ranks
for the first time this season,

42

the former fresh from an oper-
ational tour in Bosnia.

The players also had the
benefit of being coached by
WO2 Nipper Garrett, a veter-
an of many inter-Service bat-
tles at Under-21 level.

As usual in these encounters,
the match was played at a fran-
tic pace with no quarter given.
With points from penalties
likely to be crucial, the duties of
the kicker were critical.

Griffiths, playing his first full
game of the season, rose to the
occasion and slotted two out of
two to make the half-time score
6-6. His opposite number
managed only two out of six.

In the second half the Army
built up a 15-6 advantage, all
the points scored by Griffith.
The visitors clawed back to 15-
12 before Taff the Boot kicked
the penalty that made the
game safe for the Army.

red his 7 Bde opponent, Sig Dave Wheeler

Bonus draw
marks lottery
landmark

THE millionth pound in prize
money since the Army Sports
Lottery began more than
three years ago will be paid
out on April 12.

Maj Alan Cassie, lottery
manager, said: “To mark the
occasion, the prize money for
the April draw will be
increased from £6,000 to
£7,500. The top prize will be
£3,000.”

Cash raised so far for Army
sport by the lottery amounts
to £1.37 million. It has been
paid out in direct grants and
to Army Sports Control Board
trust funds.

To qualify for the big April
draw, new entrants to the lot-
tery scheme have until the
end of February to get their
application forms to Maj
Cassie. They can be obtained
from unit regimental admin
offices.
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Call for a full information pack giving details of our Special Military Tax Free Prices,
Finance and Part Exchange, or complete and return the coupon helow.

- UK 01707262388
VOLVO

TOURIST & DIPLOMAT SALES

ries  Volvo 900 series RHD /LHD*

Country of Ultimate USe: ...............c...ccocoe...... ADProx. Delivery Date: ......covee.
Finance Details Required: No*  Part Exchange Quote Required: Yes/No®

Volvo Car UK Ltd Tourist & Diplomat Sales
PO Box 200 Hatfield, Herts ALS 7AR




‘A Royal Air Force Chinook
helicop _carries an aE

Derek Huntér of F (Sphinx)
- Battery, 7th (Parachute)
Regiment, Royal Horse

Picture: capi Kevin Harvey.
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