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Bye-bye
butterscotch

THE voice of the people
has been heard — and
taken heed of.

Butterscotch sauce
has been given the
heave-ho from ration
packs while apple
dumplings will in future
be swamped in good
old-fashioned custard.

This culinary break-
through was achieved
after several people
interviewed for our Vox
pop feature on rations
(January 1998) made it
clear that butterscotch
was their least favourite
item on offer.

Among the kinder
comments we reported
were these: “Every one of
my men left the pudding
in butterscotch sauce”,
“I tried it and it is vile”,
and “Get rid of butter-
scotch sauce . ..”.

Maj Chris Russell
RLC, of the Directorate
of Food Services Man-
agement, said the end
for the sauce was in
sight, but existing stocks
would have to be used
up. So butterscotch
haters be aware. They
feature in menus F and
Dt

To find out what sol-
diers think of the two-
can rule — turn to Page
70.

PAY 2000

THE independent
Armed Forces Pay
Review Body (AFPRB)
has for several years
advocated the need for a
more flexible pay
system. The introduc-
tion of Pay 2000 (see
Page 7) on April 1 next
year promises to address
that need.

Meanwhile, the work
of the AFPRB goes on.
As it prepares to make
its recommendations for
1999 to the Govern-
ment, Soldier has been to
see how it goes about its
business. Read about it

in the next issue.



Special report

Reducing the t

Report: Karen Moseley

It is a normal day at the Accident and
Emergency Department of Frimley Park
Hospital, the largest of three MoD hospital
units tn which military medical and nursing
staff work alongside civilians.

The watting room is half~full of patients
who may need stitches or have a limb x-
rayed. Some are in the treatment rooms
before being sent home or into a hospital
ward.

Without warning a priority message
comes through on the radio from one of the
three county ambulance services which feed
the hospital. There has been a road traffic
accident and a number of seriously injured
patients are on their way. Immediately a
coded “333” message is
sent out on all relevant
bleepers and the
Trauma Team swings
into action.

Within minutes sur-
geons, anaestherists,
radiographers and acci-
dent and emergency
(A&E) staff have
assembled at the resus-
citation room and are

Jfastening on colour-
coded lead-lined
tabards which have
their roles clearly writ-
ten on front and back.

FRIMLEY Park’s
pioneering trauma
team is led by Lt Col
Tim Hodgetts, A&E
consultant and spe-
ciality adviser in A&E
medicine to  the
Defence Secondary
Care Agency. The
procedure described
above is followed by
hospitals up and
down the country, buf
what makes Frimley Park unique is that in
October 1997 it established a “clinical
effectiveness” programme for the serious-
ly injured, known as the Major Trauma
Project.

It is presently the only project of its
kind in the country and has been funded
for an initial two years by the Defence
Secondary Care Agency. Its aim is to fully
record the management of seriously
injured patients from the time they were
injured to the time they were discharged
from hospital.

Picture: Mike Weston

Shockingly, a report by the Royal Col-

A recent report revealed that a large number,
of deaths following serious accidents could
have been avoided. Pioneering work by
military medical staff at the Frimley Park
unit could help reduce those numbers

lege of Surgeons as far back as ten years
ago said that 40 per cent of all pre-hospi-
tal trauma deaths and 20 per cent of hos-
pital trauma deaths were avoidable. Many
of the reasons were easily treatable, such
as blood loss or lack of oxygen. These sur-
veys have been repeated since then and

Trauma Team ready for action at Frimley Park Hospital, Surrey: Left to right, Rosie
Freeman, radiographer; Pte Rhys Coleman, combat medical technician; Capt Carol
Rogers QARANC, nurse; Capt Chris Porter, A&E doctor; Capt Helen Parkhouse,
trauma co-ordinator; Lt Col Tim Hodgetts, A&E consultant; Nick Hardcastle, resusci- B 1; Col
tation training officer; and Pte Carl Woodcock, combat medical technician e : )

one of the most recent conclusions was
that up to 70 per cent of hospital deaths
were still avoidable,

“We still have a huge problem, but we
can see the problems very easily and we
have started to address them,” said Lt Col
Hodgetts.

It was considered vital to collect as
much data as possible on trauma cases,
following them through from beginning
to end, analysing the treatments and
results and learning from them.

One of the ways to achieve this was to
appoint a trauma nurse co-ordinator who

compiles the Trauma Reg-
istry. Capt Helen Parkhouse,
Queen Alexandra’s Royal
Army Nursing Corps, collects
all the information, from the
“mechanism” of the injury by
talking to the ambulance crews,
through the
emergency
care and finally
to the treatment
on the ward untl

discharge.
“Once all the
information has

been collected from
all of this data we are
able to flag up per-
formance indicators
and see where
things may or may
not be working,” she

explained.
“A lot of 1548
time-based, for

instance, how long it
took to get to the
scanner oOr time
taken to the operat-
ing theatre., We set
rigid standards and
if necessary have to
explain why those
standards are not
reached.”

Hodgetts, who has
published more
than 12 medical text books and is a Pro-
fessor of Emergency Medicine and
Trauma at Surrey University, knows that
keeping records is not enough, and as well
as the administrative side, places great
emphasis on education and clinical care.

Every four to six weeks he holds an
hour-long trauma clinical case conference
to which he invites everyone connected
with the care of A&E patients, such as
ambulancemen, BASICS doctors (doc-
tors voluntarily on call to assist at acci
dents), intensive care nurses, surgeo
anaesthetists, and physiotherapists. “It

January 1999 §

In action: The Trauma Team pictured during an actual emergency at Frimley Park Hospital

important that we all learn from each
other,” he said. “We look at different
cases which have been dealt with and dis-
cuss what should happen and then I tell
them what did happen. I pick out typical
cases where things might not have gone
according to plan. Any decisions made
are published in our monthly trauma
report which helps us to see points for
improvement.”

Lt Col Hodgetts also runs one-day
trauma programmes for doctors and
nurses, and twice a year organises region-
al seminars for the Faculty of Pre-Hospi-
tal Care of the Royal College of Surgeons
of Edinburgh.

On the clinical side, Capt Parkhouse
visits the wards daily and picks up the
information she needs. This is particular-
ly important with patients who have mul-
tiple injuries and are being dealt with by a
number of different departments in the
hospital. If patients have been transferred
to other hospitals she keeps in regular
contact by telephone and fax, charting
their progress until they are discharged.

The project was originally designed to
audit patients coming into Frimley Park,
but was extended in April to cover the
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British military field hospital in Sipovo,
Bosnia, and is in the process of being
extended to Northern Ireland and the
Falkland Islands.The staff there fill in the
data forms and send them back to Capt
Parkhouse for analysis.

“The military medical staff in Bosnia
have found it very useful and there has
been a huge feedback,” said Lt Col Hod-
getts. “If you look after a patient and then
send them off how do you know if you
have done the right thing? It’s easy to feel
isolated out there so to have improve-
ments suggested in a supportive way is
very useful.”

UP-TO-DATE

Ambulancemen also appreciate follow-
up information on the patients they have
brought in. Col Hodgetts has organised a
notice and feedback board for them,
which gives any information they may
need and contains a box where they can
request details about a particular patient
and whether the treatment they initially
gave was correct.

The A&E department at Frimley Park
contains the latest most up-to-date life-
saving equipment in the world. The

resuscitation room can deal with five seri-
ously injured patients at one time, with an
X-ray on a gantry that can move over
three beds. The staff wear lead-lined
tabards so they do not have to leave the
room while X-rays are being taken. Even
the shelves are colour-coded — red at the
top meaning the patient is a priority,
orange next meaning the patient must be
seen within ten minutes, down through
yellow and green to blue.

Lt Col Hodgetts has also set up a major
incident storeroom which is used if there
is a disaster such as a major rail or air
crash. It contains more coloured tabards,
signposts, sets of waterproof clothing and
chemical suits, helmets, boots, and -
something he learnt from the Army -
comfort bags which hold practical acces-
sories such as food and drink.

Although funded by the Defence Sec-
ondary Care Agency, the Major Trauma
Project benefits the whole hospital, mili-
tary and civilian patients alike.

Lt Col Hodgetts now hopes that the
pioneering work they are carrying out
will start to bring down the alarming
numbers of avoidable deaths after serious
accidents.
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People, places, events

REME HELICOPTER maintenance
crews involved in a month-long exer-
cise were admitted to hospital for
tests following a suspected case of
accidental poisoning.

None of the soldiers from 72 Com-
pany, 7th Battalion REME suffered
serious illness and all were released
from hospital within 48 hours. How-
ever, the cause of their illness
remains a mystery.

The soldiers were working in a
closed hangar at a non-operational
Royal Air Force base at Hullavington,

near Chippenham, when one of their
; -

REME in poisoning scare

number fell ill with what was original-
ly though to be carbon monoxide poi-
soning. He was rushed to hospital,
where doctors discounted carbon
monoxide but were unable to deter-
mine the cause of the soldier’s ill-
ness. Forty-three others who had
been working in the hanger were also
examined and kept in hospital for
observation.

Investigating Health and Safety
Executive officials are considering
the possibility that the incident may
have been caused by fumes from sol-
vents or helicopter fuel.

Pay 2000 set to
deliver annual
pay increments

SOLDIERS will be able to earn
annual pay increments in the same
way as officers under the biggest over-
haul of Services’ pay systems since
the introduction of the Military
Salary in 1971.

Under the new arrangement some
soldiers will earn more. No one will
lose money and pensions will be unaf-
fected.

Pay 2000, as the new system will be
known, has been approved by the
Government and will come into effect
on April 1 next year. Designed to
sweep away many of the complex and
inflexible aspects of the current pay
regime, it is based on a new job-eval-
uation system specially designed for
the Services.

All jobs in all three Services, from
private soldier to the Chief of the
Defence Staff, will be measured
against the new system in preparation
for Pay 2000.

All soldiers will become eligible for
annual pay increments in the same
way as officers are now. Pay bands will
be replaced by two pay ranges at each

soldier rank and, at least for the time
being, one range at each officer rank
up to brigadier.

Separate arrangements are being
drawn up for officers of two-star rank
and above, who will be paid according
to individual responsibilities.

Pay 2000 acknowledges that senior
and more experienced soldiers in one
rank may be “worth” more than a
junior and untried soldier in the next

rank up.
OVERLAP

Accordingly, pay ranges may over-
lap between ranks so that, in each
trade, the highest paid in one rank
may receive more than the lowest paid
in the next rank up.

A categorical assurance has been
given that no individual will lose
money when the new system is
brought in. There has also been an
assurance that pensions will not be
affected.

Final details of the system are still
being worked out by the MoD and
further announcements are expected
in February.

Sapper crushed in Bosnia accident

SPR Stephen Stewart (25), of 8
Armd Eng Sqn, 22 Engr Regt, was
crushed to death by two armoured
vehicles while on duty in Mrkonjic
Grad, Bosnia, last month. The acci-
dent is being investigated by the
RMP. He was the fourth British
SFOR soldier to die during 1998.
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LCpl Kevin Bell, 3 Bn REME, LCpl
Jason Lawrence, 5 Fd Amb, and
LCpl Tammy Gill, 5 Fd Amb, were
killed in traffic accidents. Spr Stew-
art’s death brings British fatalities
from all three Services in Bosnia to 48
since since L.Cpl Wayne Edwards was
shot in January 1993,

King's Own Royal Border Regiment soldiers pre-
pare to load their Warrior vehicles at Marchwood
military port prior to the battle group’s deploy-

ment to Macedonia Picture credit: Jim Gallagher

Macedonia battalion
deploys to support
Kosovo observers

THREE hundred and eighty British soldiers
were due to deploy to Macedonia as this edition
went to press.

The troops, from the 1st Battalion, The King’s
Own Border Regiment, but including elements
from the 1st Battalion, The Royal Irish Regiment
and the 1st Battalion, The Highlanders, were
preparing to join a multi-national NATO force
standing-by to extract unarmed peace observers
from Kosovo should the delicate cease-fire there
break down.

Between 150 and 200 of the unarmed and
non-uniformed observers are British, and a sig-
nificant proportion of them are military or
former military personnel.

‘INSURANCE POLICY’

Under the terms of the agreement hammered
out between Belgrade and American envoy
Richard Holbrook, the Serbs are responsible for
the safety of the observers. However, according
to a Ministry of Defence spokesman, the armed
force in Macedonia will be “an insurance policy”
equipped to rescue the observers from Kosovo in
extremis.

The KORBR battlegroup, most of which is
normally based in Catterick, will be equipped
with Warrior infantry fighting vehicles.

An advance party of sappers from 20 Field
Squadron RE, signallers and logistic specialists
from 17 Port and Maritime Regiment RLC, flew
to Macedonia ten days before Christmas.

® Fifty soldiers ranked from staff sergeant to
lieutenant colonel are in the Kosovo mission,
which is led by Maj Gen John Drewienkiewicz.




People, places, events

Chefs return with
culinary World Cup

THREE Army chefs were members of a Combined
Services catering team which helped itself to a
generous slice of medals in one of the world's
most prestigious cooking competitions.

WO1 Stephen Welsh, Sgt Darren Lee and SSgt
Billy Barrie joined colleagues from the Royal
Navy and the Royal Air Force at Expogast '98 in
Luxembourg, where the team won nine gold
medals, ten silver medals and three bronzes.

The team also became world champions in the
kitchen and larder preparation section, and
achieved third place in the pastry and hot kitchen
categories, the latter involving cooking for 80
people in a mobile field kitchen.

Expogast, generally recognised as the “World
Cup” of cooking, is staged every four years and
attracts the cream of the world’s military and
civilian cooks. Among the countries represented
this year were the USA, Canada, South Africa,
Australia and Israel.

The heat is on: Army chef SSqgt Billy Barrie helps
the Combined Services culinary team to victory

Welsh Cavalry at double

Twin brothers Paul, left, and Simon Jones, both cor-
porals with the 1st The Queen's Dragoon Guards at
Catterick, returned home to Merthyr Tydfil to join SSgt
Gillian Collins, centre, at the opening of the town’s
new recruiting office in Bethesda Street. Eight years
ago Gillian signed up the twins at the old town centre
recruiting office, which was closed a few years ago.

Getting to nose you: Sgt Yubahadur
Gurung of C Company, 2nd Battalion,
The Royal Gurkha Rifles, gets aquaint-
ed with local residents of the Billabong
Sanctury in Townsville, Queensland.
He was one of 140 soldiers from the
Brunei-based battalion in Australia to
exercise with the 2nd Battalion, The

Royal Australian Regiment on the High
Range Training Area. The Gurkhas
spent their free time visiting the Great
Barrier Reef Aquarium, the reef itself
and the koala sanctuary. Maj Peter Bul-
lock, OC C Coy, described the area as
“very different” from the jungle envi-
ronment they were used to in Brunei.

Tri-Service logistic
HQ in the pipeline

FOLLOWING the announcement in
the Strategic Defence Review thart all
defence logistics were to be drawn
under a single command, six “Tiger”
teams have been formed to tackle the
most important issues.

Although the name of the new
organisation has not yet been decid-
ed, Gen Sir Sam Cowan will take over
as Chief of Defence Logistics (CDL)
on April 1. His headquarters will be
based in MoD Main Building until a
CDL HQ becomes available.

Creating the CDL organisation is
the largest logistic restructuring exer-
cise in the UK, with a total of 44,000
personnel affected. Logistics has £23
billion worth of assets and an annual

budget of £4.6 billion. An implemen-
tation team has been set up to put the
plans into action. Under its auspices,
six study teams, known as Tiger
teams, made up of staff from the
Quartermaster General, Chief of
Fleet Support and Air Member for
Logistics, have been formed to tackle
the most important issues.

These include CAPITAL/Resource
Accounting, Information Systems,
Business Process, Defence Munitions
Directorate, Lean Support Chain
strategy and Unification of Defence
Fuels. Aim of the project is to create a
single defence logistics organisation
which will bring together joint sup-
port for combat forces.

IN BRIEF

® A Letter of Intent cementing closer
defence relations between Britain and
France was signed at St Malo last month
by Defence Secretary George Robertson
and Alain Richard, his French counter-
part, on board HMS Birmingham.

® Three hundred troops of 19 Regi-
ment RA have returmed to Colchester

after six months in Cyprus’s Buffer Zone

with the United Nations peace
force. Also back in the UK is the B
the Brigade of Gurkhas, which re
to its base at Church Crookham,
shire after a four-month spell
roster band with British Forces

® The Princess Royal, Colo
Chief of the Royal Logistic Corps.
24 Alrmol:fue Brigade's Combat S
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Picture: Cpl Darren Hilder, Australian Army

young achievers at the annual
Asian Awards Ceremony at
the National Exhibition Centre
lagt month.

for a medical
cadetship sponsored by the
RAMC, he studied at Leicester Univer-

lety and is now a senior house officer

'Doctor wins achlevement accolade

in the Accident and Emer-
gency Department at Frimley
Park Hospital, Surrey. He
hopes to be posted to a para-
chute field ambulance unit.

A keen mountaineer, Capt
Mahan (25) has climbed in
Africa, South America and
Russia and will take part in
Army expeditions to the Himalayas in
1999 and South Georgia in 2000.

S

Shot in arm for
medical services

A MAJOR shake-up of the Armed
Forces medical services has been sig-
nalled by the investment of £140 mil-
lion over the next four years to help
with staff and equipment shortages.

A centre of excellence — for medical
research, new ideas in battlefield back
up and top-class training — is to be
established as soon as possible. The
Centre of Defence Medicine, as it will
be known, will probably be integrated
with a major NHS teaching hospital.

Haslar, the main Service hospital
since 1994, will close, but the Gov-
ernment, in its report, Defence Med-
ical Services — A Strategy for the Future,
has promised that new facilities
replacing it “will be at least as good as
the best at Haslar”.

Wherever the Army is on opera-
tions, soldiers will be backed up by
two 200-bed primary casualty receiv-
ing ships. Medical facilities on the
Royal Fleet Auxiliary Argus will be
upgraded during her refit in 2000. An
extra air evacuation flight will be cre-
ated by 2001 and three new ambu-
lance squadrons formed by 2005.

Eight hundred beds in four field
hospitals will be brought up to higher
readiness and manned with Army
Reserves. A major recruiting cam-
paign was being launched at Christ-
mas to recruit medical talent into the
Regular Forces and Reserves.

Further measures to reduce over-
stretch will include converting the

field hospital in Sipovo, Bosnia, into a
shared multi-national facility with the
Dutch and Belgians.

MoD hospital units (MDHUSs) at
Derriford, Frimley Park and Peter-
borough will continue with military
and civilian staff working alongside
each other. In July 1999, acute in-
patient services will move to a new,
purpose-built MDHU wing at the
Friarage Hospital, Northallerton.
The Defence Secondary Care Agency

®Turn to Page 31

TA gunners to
retain strength

THE review of proposed changes to
the Territorial Army published in our
December issue stated that the TA
component of the Royal Artillery was
to be reduced from nine regiments to
five. In fact the TA's artillery strength
will remain at its current level of
seven regiments.

However, the make-up of this force
will change slightly. Its conventional
gun-equipped regiments will be
reduced from two to one while mis-
sile-equipped regiments will increase
from three to four.

Unchanged will be one observa-
tion regiment and one equipped with
the Multi-Launch Rocket System.

TA artillery units will remain com-
mitted to NATO’s Allied Command

kEurope Rapid Reaction Force.
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laid a wreath at the Stanley War Memori-
al during a five-day visit to the Falkland
Islands.
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Here comes the infantry!
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My heroes: Wendy Wright, top, celebrates with, from
left, Ptes Bradley Pollard, Paul Jepson and Glynn
Hudson after the three soldiers from B Company, 2nd
Battalion, The Light Infantry had foiled bag-snatching
yobs in Sunderland. The soldiers were driving back to
their temporary base at Whitburn Camp when they
saw single-mum Wendy chasing three men who had
snatched her bag containing £130 in benefit pay-
ments. While other passing drivers ignored the situa-
tion, the soldiers, who were in the area on a two-week
recruiting drive, collared the culprits, recovered the
bag and made sure Wendy got home safely.

Picture: Northeast Press Ltd, Sunderland Echo

(osford s class act

Picture perfect: The Army’s four newest professional
snappers pass out from the Joint School of Photogra-
phy at RAF Cosford at the end of their 27-week
course. The four, who transfer to the RLC Photo-
graphic Trade, are, from left, Cpl Gordon Allison
(formerly Scots Guards), Cpl Teresa Pickin (REME),
Cpl Stu McKenzie (RMP) and LCpl Bobby Nelson
(1 Hidrs). The school welcomes serious enquiries
from interested soldiers. Army’s top photographers —
see centre pages. Picture: Sgt Giles Penfound RLC
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could afford!

INTEREST RATES FIXED FOR THE TERM OF YOUR LOAN

Whatever your budget, there's never been a more affordable
time to buy what you need, thanks to the Wilsons' Personal
Loan, provided by CAPITAL BANK plc, a Bank of Scotland
Group company.

Pay outstanding credit off and
spend the rest almost as you like

You may wish to use the Wilsons’ Personal Loan to pay off
outstanding credit you may have. Then you'll just have one
monthly repayment - and you could even have cash left over to

spend on yourself too! Just call for a quote and see.

Before After

Outstanding Wilsons’ Personal
personal loan Balance £210 Loan Amount £3,000.00
Credit Card Balance £688 New monthly repayment £153.32
over 24 months at 18.9 APR
Store Cards Balance £196
Cash left over after
Total £1,094 settling accounts £1,906.00
Monthly Repayment Total £295 Saving each month £141.68

Please note: this is an example of one way a Wilsons' Personal Loan could be used.
It is not intended to imply any relevance to your own personal finance.

Repayments are usually reduced by extending the repayment period

Apply now

in confidence

No repayments
until April 1999!

Wilson Hogg Robinson has negotiated a special repayment
option for HM Forces... to make NO repayments until 3
months after your cheque is issued. So why not use this free
time to re-organise your budget... or to simply enjoy a

breather from repayments.
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Call foday to apply
for a cheque tomorrow

For HM Forces, procedures are kept to a minimum. There are
no complicated application forms to complete nor interviews
to attend. Just pick up the phone and you can usually expect a
decision on the spot. If your application is accepted, you can
get your cheque delivered in 24 hours - if you request the
Express Courier Service*.

44 692 959!

Lines open: Monday - Friday 8am - 10pm, Saturday 8.30am - épm, Sunday 9.30am - 5.30pm.
Quoting Response Code [NYSDR

Loans are provided, subject to status, by CAPITAL BANK plc, Thistle
Islands and the Isle of Man) to apply. The APR will vary depending on

periods; please ring for details. On loans of £10,000 and over the minim

House, City Road, Chester CH88 3AN. Weritten quotations are available on request. You must be at least |8 and a UK resident (excluding the Channel
e amount of your loan. APR and repayment details are correct at the time of print. Certain purposes of loan may be excluded or have limited repayment
1 repayment period will be 24 months. Any information provided by you may be used by the Lender and others for marketing (by post, phone, e-mail
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PeoPIe, places, events

Vision of the future? Ptes Tracey Ankinson and John Webb tuck in at Vision 2000

Revolution on

way in messes

PIZZA parlours, pasta shops and
pubs could become familiar in Army
dining rooms.

As part of a new concept by Naafi
called Vision 2000, junior ranks’
messes could also feature high street
names such as Burger King and
Harry Ramsden’s. The idea would
completely change the way soldiers
are fed in the 21st century.

Following the introduction of a Pay
As You Dine (PAYD) scheme, tills
would accept smart cards rather than
cash and could even add up the
calorific value of each meal and print
it on the customer’s receipt.

Naafi came up with the concept
after the Strategic Defence Review
identified a need to look at ways to
improve life in the Armed Forces. A
demonstration of what was on offer
was put on during a Catering Study
Period by the Royal Logistic Corps at
St Omer Barracks, Aldershot.

“This has been spoken about for
many years, but everyone has had
their own ideas of what it would be
like,” said Simon Harris, Naafi’s busi-
ness director. “This sort of thing is
what soldiers go out and spend their
money on when they are not in their
messes. Bright signs and promotional
material will change the whole feel of
soldiers’ dining rooms and make
them look like a ‘food theatre™.

Salad bars and dessert trolleys would
rub shoulders with big-pan cooking
and well-known brand foods, which
would be sold by Naafi Support Ser-
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vices staff under strict franchise rules.

Naafi says its aim is to create a “vil-
lage centre” at every base, including a
Spar shop and pub, offering conve-
nience, choice and quality.

As vet, no decision has been made
to implement PAYD and the system is
the subject of a tri-Service study
within the MoD.

In another development, the stand-
by of keeping tinned food as a reserve
for soldiers on operations is being
phased out. As much fresh food as
possible is to be the order of the day.

FRESH RATIONS

“Ambient rations” will allow sol-
diers in the field to eat fresh eggs,
bread, meat and vegetables as well as
packets and tins of branded foods.

Thirty-day menu cycles using fresh
food will be sent out to help inexperi-
enced chefs, while allowing experi-
enced ones to improvise.

Supplies will be will be delivered to
troops on operational duty in places
such as Bosnia on a regular basis by
Booker, the MoD food supply con-
tractor.

Food will be cooked operationally
on a modular field cooking system
using avtur, a diesel-type fuel used in
aircraft. The small solid-boxed mod-
ules have an internal flame and a hot-
plate on top.

Ten-man ration packs are to be
scrapped, but 24-hour “rat packs”,
with different menus for Halal and
Hindu recipes and hot and cold cli-
mates, will remain.

Picture: Terry Champion

Arts society keen
to attract talent
from other ranks

THERE were no paintings with elephant dung or
bemused-looking animals preserved in formalde-
hyde. The subject matter for exhibits in this
year’s Army Arts Exhibition was more traditional,
writes Karen Moseley.

Oils, watercolours, sculptures and craftwork
by 37 members of the Army Arts Society (AAS)
were on show in the Medieval Hall, Salisbury.

Few of the subjects on display were military
and the winner of the Linda Kitson Prize for the
best amateur was Heather Lewis for her
painting, The Myth of St Brendan’s Well.

Membership of the Army Arts Society is open
to all serving and retired personnel, their spous-
es and children over 18. It was formed by Linda
and Lady Kitson in 1982 and now has a member-
ship of more than 230. The society, which holds
regular exhibitions in Salisbury, Lisburn, Herford,
Osnabriick and Rheindahlen, is keen for junior
ranks and NCOs to join.

‘AMAZING TALENT’

Chairman Nicola Irwin said: “It is a great soci-
ety if you have painted or sculpted and not had a
way of exposing your work. It is amazing how
much talent there is in the Armed Forces and it is
a great shame we do not have any other ranks as
members.”

Professional artist Alix Baker thinks she has
become an “endangered species”.

“There are very few military artists left in the
country who paint regimental uniformed figures,”
she explained. “Amalgamations have made it
harder and people don’t have budgets for them
any longer.”

You can contact the Army Arts Society through
honorary secretary Maj Mervyn Colenso-Jones
on 01672 810868.

Endangered species: Alix Baker, painter of uniforms
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Kitstop

with a bang

ONE of the Army’s smallest and noisiest
bits of ordnance, the famous Thunder-
flash explosive simulator, is to retire after
more than half a century of distinguished
military service.

A more cost-effective and reliable
pvrotechnic is being introduced, saving
the taxpayer more than £250,000 a year.
Designed to simulate the noise and smoke
of the battlefield, millions of the ageing
Mark VIII Thunderflashes have been
used to train troops since 1947.

Its replacement, the Battle Noise Simu-
lator (BNS), incorporates modern design
and engineering techniques to produce
the same effects, but with a smaller,
safer pyrotechnic charge. The
device itself is similar in shape
to the Thunderflash but a
third smaller than the old
Mk VIII. A more effi-

‘Super
simulators
on the way

Thousands of soldiers will

be equipped with their own
individual Global Position-
ing Systems (GPS) as part

of an advanced new o
training system A
ordered by the Pro- e
curement Executive. &

The Area Weapons &
Effects Simulator 4
(AWES), pictured 2
right, will use g
advanced data and —~

satellite links to simu-
late indirect-fire weapons
such as artillery, rockets,
mines and NBC agents. It
uses eye-safe lasers and
sensors to replicate the
effects of direct-fire
weapons such as tank
guns and rifles and will
supplement the existing
Direct Fire Weapon Simula-
tor (DFWES) system intro-
duced in 1994.
Computerised central
command posts, one on
Salisbury Plain and one on

GPS.

N

the British Army’s training
ranges in Canada, will be
able to track the move-
ments of every soldier and
vehicle in a battlegroup via
the small, personal radio
transmitters linked to a

The system will “know”
immediately a unit enters a
simulated minefield or an
area being “shelled” and
will work out the effects
and radio this information
to troops on the ground.

cient “striking” system will
improve reliability in all climates.

Stocks of Thunderflash are expected to
fizzle out during 1999.

The contract for the BNS has been
negotiated by the MoD’s Procurement
Executive at Abbey Wood near Bristol,
featured on Pages 21-23.

Under a five-year contract, Pains
Wessex Ltd will supply the MoD with
277,500 each year. Most will be of the
hand-initiated type, although a number of
the new, electrically-initiated version will
be included.

Project manager Adrian Smithson said

that although the Thunderflash
& had given good service for

greatly

increasingly difficult to get
some of its component
materials.

Chertsey
showcase
will replace
BAEE event

THE biennial MoD-spon-
sored Royal Navy and
British Army Equipment
Exhibition is to make way
for a new showcase
% event to be staged at
Chertsey, Surrey from

‘r‘
i
§ September 14-17.

% gq‘t many vears, it had become

Defence Systems
and Equipment Inter-

% national (DSEI) is

4 expected to attract

more than 700 compa-

nies, making it the

largest integrated defence

show in Europe.

It will be organised by
Spearhead Exhibitions
Ltd, who have signed a
Letter of Understanding
with the MoD. The new
project will also replace
two smaller Spearhead
ventures, the International
Maritime Defence Exhibi-
tion (IMDEX) and Battle-
field Systems International
(BSI). A programme of
ships’ visits will centre on
~ London’s Docklands.

Thunderflash to retire

We've got two red-hot computer game
0 give away. The Windows-95 compa
Soldiers at War, see above, a
zer Commander from the
sca stable have easy-to-re
instructions and many different m
sions. They can be played solo, by sev:

chance to produce and edit their o
i issnons Tank Commander is ad

uced. Go for it.
Just answer this question:
What is the name of
Britain’s latest
main battle tank?

Emnes to Games competman

Beating the Bug

THE MoD is on target to beat the Millennium
Bug, according to Defence Secretary George
Robertson.

A comprehensive rectification programme is
under way to prevent the year 2000 computer
problem affecting Britain's Armed Forces.

Key points in the programme are:

@ The nuclear deterrent has been thor-
oughly checked;

@ All RAF aircraft will be safe to fly;

@ Computer systems on RN ships and sub-
marines are being assessed;

® All mission-critical systems in the Army
will be ready by September.

® COMBAT Soldier 95, the Army’s combat
clothing system, has won the award of Millen-
nium Product for the Defence Clothing and
Textiles Agency which developed it.

® Orchard Communications of Somerset
has won the contract to develop a CD-ROM
computer-based trainer for gunners using a
virtual AS90 on a virtual battlefield.

® GKN Defence, maker of the AAC's
Apache WAH-64, has merged with vehicles
specialist Alvis to create a major new interna-
tional force in the military and security market.
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Retrospect

Year of the Strategic Defence Review

January

A BOMB disposal team from 21 Field
Squadron (EOD) RE rescues two
American civilians from a minefield in
Bosnia and Herford-based 1 Regiment,
Royal Military Police receives the
Wilkinson Sword of Peace for outstand-
ing achievements in community relations
— in Bosnia and Germany. The United
Kingdom Mine Information and
Training Centre at RSME Minley
Manor, Surrey, becomes fully opera-
tional.

Men of the 1st Battalion, The
Devonshire and Dorset Regiment say
farewell to Paderborn after six years sta-
tioned in Germany. They will move to
Battlesbury Barracks, Warminster. After
almost 20 years training and advising the
Belize Defence Force, the British Loan
Service Team Belize disbands.

Cpls Sean Ollson and Dean Ward,
both of The Parachute Regiment, win
Britain her first Winter Olympics medal
for 34 years when their bobsleigh finishes
third in the four-man event at Nagano,
Japan.

February

Staged rises in military pay have
deprived Service personnel of a substan-
tial proportion of their recommended
salary and damaged pensions of those
who retired between stages, says the 27th
report of the Armed Forces Pay Review
Body. The Government approves a basic
increase averaging 3.75 per cent for 1998
. . . staged on April 1 and December 1.
The first Challenger 2 tanks are deliv-
ered by sea to The Royal Scots Dragoons
Guards, based at Fallingbostel. The
Defence Postal and Courier Service
Agency issues a first-day cover in aid of
the Diana, Princess of Wales national
memorial fund.

Army bomb disposal expert WO2
Aminul Islam RLC is awarded the
George Medal for making safe two IRA
bombs on the M6 near Walsall in April,
1997. A rwoop of Royal Engineers is
deployed to Kuwait as a new crisis devel-
ops in the Gulf. Military action against
Iraq appears likely. The crisis is resolved.

March
With the backing of the Commission for
Racial Equality, the Household Division
launches an initiative to recruit more
black and Asian soldiers. A high-tech
smart card that could replace the tradi-
tional “dog tag” identity discs is being
trialled. It can be “swiped” through a
computer reader to access up-dated med-
ical records. Women boxers take part for

the first time in an Army competition
during the RLLC championships at Alder-
shot.

Suez veterans collect tens of thou-
sands of signatures for a petition to the
Commons calling for official medal
recognition for Suez Canal Zone service
in the early 1950s.

February: Scots DG receive their Challenger 2s

April

New gender-neutral physical assessments
— known as Physical Selection Stan-
dards (Recruits) or PSS(R)s - are intro-
duced for potential soldiers as the
number of Army jobs open to women
increases from 47 per cent to 70 per cent.
The Commission for Racial Equality lifts
the threat of enforcing a Non-Discrimi-
nation Notice on the Army and the Ser-
vice launches a major £2'/2 million
advertising campaign to put its equal
opportunities message across.

Regular and Territorial Army soldiers
all over the country turn out to assist
emergency services as floods hit the
United Kingdom over Easter. In moves to
enhance the careers of Late Entry offi-
cers, soldiers promoted from the ranks
will be commissioned as captains rather
than lieutenants and allowed to serve
longer.

The Army’s award-winning web site is
revamped. Troops make the first crossing
of the River Severn by military ferries
during a large-scale exercise. WO1 John
Foran makes military history when he is
appointed the divisional sergeant
major of Bulford-based 3rd (United

Kingdom) Division in a year-long trial.
The Army beats the Roval Navy 36-22 at
Twickenham and goes on to retain the
Inter-Services rugby championship with
victory over the RAF.

May
Troops stationed in the Brunei Garri-
son learn to live
with the pall  of
smoke covering
vast areas of the
region as forest
fires burn out of
control. Air puri-
fiers are installed in
homes, air condi-
tioners upgraded
and school play-
time suspended.
Soldier wins a
Gold Award as the
best internal maga-
zine in Britain.
The competition,
run by the British
Association of
Communicators in
Business, is the
biggest in Europe.

The remains of
three First World
War soldiers are
buried with full
military honours
near their final battlefield at Monchy-le-
Preux in northern France. All 13th
Royal Fusiliers, they are believed to have
died during the Battle of Arras in April
1917. The remains of an unknown British
soldier killed in the Korean War are
buried at Pusan in South Korea. The
remains were handed over by North
Korea in 1995 but defied identification.

The Army’s next generation of
armoured utility vehicles is to be
developed and built under a joint Euro-
pean initiative. GKN Defence will pro-
vide the British element of the Multi-Role
Armoured Vehicle (MRAV), expected to
be in service during 2005.

Work starts at the Combined Arms
Training Centre, Warminster, on the
world’s biggest battlefield simulator
system, known as Combined Arms
Tactical Trainers (CATT), while the
Royal Scots Dragoon Guards at Falling-
bostel, Germany, become the first
armoured regiment to receive the dramat-
ically new and potent Challenger 2 main
battle tank.

June
British troops serving with SFOR in
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Bosnia capture another indicted war
criminal, the eighth detained so far by
the peacekeepers. Capt Sundeep
Dhillon, a 28-year-old doctor with 23
Parachute Field Ambulance, climbs Ever-
est to become the youngest Briton to scale
the seven highest mountains on the seven
continents. In the same week, Tpr
Edward Grylls (23) becomes the
youngest Briton to reach the top of Ever-
est. It is announced that the Duchess of
Kent’s Military Hospital at Catterick is
to close. Service in-patients will be cared
for by the NHS.

July
The long-awaited Strategic Defence
Review can be summed up in three
words: capability, flexibility and stability.
Although little actual detail is announced,
the Army learns that it is to get an extra
3,300 soldiers to ease overstretch, and
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“A stripe and rear details may be a 1998
highlight for you mate, but Macedonia for
Christmas says ‘Roll on 1999’ to me”
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that re-shaped armoured and mechanised
brigades will contribute to improved
mobility of forces. There will be a sixth
deployable brigade and three regiments —
2,500 troops and “some tanks” — will
return from Germany to the UK. An “air
cavalry” brigade will include Apache and
The Parachute Regiment. The Territorial
Army will shrink from 56,000 to 40,000.

Troops deployed to support the RUC
keep the peace during a potentially explo-
sive marching season confrontation by
Orangemen at Drumecree win wide-
spread praise for their determination,
courage and restraint.

Britain is to collaborate with the United
States to develop a battlefield reconnais-
sance vehicle titled TRACER. The Army
wins the Inter-Service cricket tourna-
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ment in Portsmouth to
retain the championship.

August
Soldiers help in the imme-
diate aftermath of massive
explosions at the US
Embassy in Nairobi,
where 247 lives are lost,
and Omagh, Northern
Ireland, where 28 are
killed by a terrorist bomb.
In Cyprus, 13 officers’
quarters in Episkopi Gar-
rison and Air House, the
official residence of Com-
mander British Forces, are
destroyed by out-of-control bush fires.

Soldiers from the 2nd Battalion, The
Parachute Regiment jump into Albania
during a Partnership for Peace exercise.
More women than ever — 15,777 — are
serving in the three Services, according to
the latest figures. A large proportion of
them, 7,471 to be exact, are in the Army.
Army boxer Cpl Chris Bessey, 27 Tpt
Regt RI.C, wins a gold medal at the Com-
monwealth Games in Malaysia.

September

Scots Guardsmen Mark Wright and
James Fisher are released from their life
sentences for the shooting of a Belfast
teenager. Troops from the 1st Battalion,
The Staffordshire Regiment returned
to Woodbourne RUC station on Septem-
ber 12 to end 29 years of routine armed
patrolling on the streets of Belfast. Rou-
tine patrolling has also ceased in London-
derry town centre. More than 5,500
troops and 500 armoured vehicles from
4th Armoured Brigade deployed to
Poland on Exercise Ulan Eagle.

It is announced that the 1999 Royal
Tournament will be the last in its tradi-
tional form. It is to be replaced by a more
modern outdoor event. The replacement
for the old C130K Hercules transport
aircraft beloved of airborne forces is
unveiled at Farnborough International
Air Show. It is a new Hercules, the C130],
described by Lockheed Martin as a revo-
lutionary new aircraft. The recently dis-
covered remains of three soldiers killed at
Arnhem in 1944 are buried with full mil-
itary honours at Qosterbeek.

October
Troop levels are reduced in Northern Ire-
land with the return to their mainland
bases of 39 Regiment RA and the 1st
Battalion, The Highlanders. Fifty
British soldiers fly to Kosovo as part of a
European mission to oversee a peaceful

January: 1 D and D say goodbye to Paderborn

settlement between the Serbs and Kosovo
Albanians. It is announced that Britain’s
military detachment on South Georgia
is to be withdrawn in 2000.

November
Military uniforms are seen on Britain’s
streets from the first time in decades as,
the rules are relaxed in response to the
reduced level of terrorist threat. The two
Scots Guards released from life sentences
in Northern Ireland, Gdsm Jim Fisher
and Mark Wright, are told they may
resume their military careers. The Army
takes part in many ceremonies to mark
the 80th anniversary of the Armistice.
The Territorial Army will be cut to
41,200 under restructuring plans
announced by the Government. Its 33
infantry battalions are to be reduced to
15. Suez Canal Zone veterans are told
their petition for a medal to mark service
in the early 1950s has been unsuccessful.

December

Soldiers from the Catterick-based 1st
Battalion, The King’s Own Royal Border
Regiment, reinforced by elements of the
Ist Battalion, The Highlanders and the
1st Battalion, The Royal Irish Regiment,
deploy to Macedonia as part of the
NATO multi-national extraction force for
Kosovo. Britain signs an agreement with
France allowing for better co-operation
in crisis management and military opera-
tions.

A £140-million boost for the Armed
Forces medical services over the next
four vears is announced. It includes the
establishment of a centre of excellence —
for medical research, new ideas in battle-
field back up and top-class training — and
more medical facilities for soldiers on
operations. These include two 200-bed
primary casualty receiving ships and three
new ambulance squadrons. Haslar, the
main Service hospital, is to close.




C|V|I war left Bosnia with a lethal legacy of
landmines. British soldiers are among
those who have to learn to live with them

Reports: Anthony Stone
Pictures: Mike Weston

IN the fields of Bosnia they have planted
the seeds of a bloody harvest. Up to a mil-
lion mines lay scattered over

the ravaged land
and experts esti-
mate it could take
50 years to clear
them.

It is the first mes-
sage they drum
into soldiers new
to theatre. The
Army wants every-
body to leave Bos-
nia with the same
number of limbs
with which they
arrived. So the mes-
sage from the startis
loud and clear.
Never, ever go off
the hard surface of
the road.

Mine awareness
is one of the big
themes for SFOR troops
in Bosnia. The British Army takes the
threat very seriously. All troops new to
theatre undergo a mine briefing which
covers the different types of device, how
to avoid them and what to do if you find
yourself in a minefield.

Troops from all sides in the three-way
civil war left behind mines when they
retreated, but few maps were made of the
exact locations. And the devices were
often left in a hurry. If a family had been
ethnically cleansed from their house they
might leave behind a welcome present for
the new occupier. These were often do-it-
yourself booby traps concocted out of
wire and one of the many hand grenades
readily available during the war.

TRIP WIRES

One of the most deadly mines to be
found in Bosnia is the PROM-1 anti-per-
sonnel device. About the size of a beer
can, it is detonated by trip wires or by
downward pressure on the prongs. When
triggered, the explosive part jumps into
the air and detonates between chest and
groin. The outer casing shatters and

scythes through anything in its path. It is
lethal up to 50m and hazardous up to
100m.

The luckiest man in Bosnia was the sol-
dier who broke the cardinal rule and went
off the road. He trod on a PROM-1 and
the grenade popped out of the
ground. But the main
charge failed to go off
and the mine casing
fell harmlessly back to
earth.

Mines are very diffi-
cult to spot but there

are a few basic pre-
cautions soldiers
can take. High on
the list are:

@ Be suspicious
of gravel and dirt
roads, road shoul-
ders and ditches;

@® Avoid aban-
doned buildings
and equipment;

® Never walk
into uncared-for
fields and forests;

@® And the gold-

en rule - NEVER GO OFF THE ROAD.

Aardvark clearsthe killing fields

SSGT Jim Ross makes it clear he does not
have a death-wish. “I have the same confi-
dence in this mine-clearing equipment as
a Para has in his parachute,” he said.

That is reassuring because his day in
the office involves driving through mine-
fields in a deliberate attempt to detonate
the lethal devices.

When the ground had to be cleared for
a new headquarters in Sarajevo for
NATO’s Stabilisation Force (SFOR) SSgt
Ross was the man they sent for. His Aard-
vark section, Support Troop, 8 Armoured
Engineer Squadron, part of 36 Engineer
Regiment, was only too happy to oblige.

“It’s the type of job I have always done,
I enjoy the challenge and my family is
happy that I am busy. We know exactly

what we are doing and it probably sounds
a lot worse than it actually is.

“None of us has a death wish and we
can walk away from this tour knowing
that we have done something positive for
the country.”

Despite operating Aardvark in Bosnia
for two years, the British Army has sus-
tained neither casualties nor damage to
the machinery.

Aardvark is a brilliantly simple and
effective purpose-built piece of kit. It
looks a bit like a tractor with flails at one
end comprising 72 chains on a three-
metre rotor arm which spins around
2,000 times a minute, striking the ground
about 264 times every second.

“We excavate the ground to a depth ‘f"
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20cm, picking the earth up and throwing
it into the air,” said SSgt Ross. “If there
are any mines there we will hit them. The
Aardvark clears a path and we set up a
flail pattern of overlaps and keep going
until we have covered the whole area.”

SNIFFER DOGS

Once Aardvark’s job is done a second
team goes in for a further check. It can be
made up of sniffer dogs and their handlers
or Explosive Ordnance Disposal experts
who will check areas around borders or
around big trees where the Aardvark
cannot be used.

The new SFOR headquarters is being
built 200m from what was the front-line
in Sarajevo. Soldier caught up with SSgt
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Ross midway through the clearing opera-
tion.

“Qur information leads us to believe
this was a Serb command position. That
means it is not mined, but because of the
Bosnian war there could have been indis-
criminate scattering of anti-personnel
mines around it and that is why we are
doing this operation

“It’s just belts and braces. We have had
cattle grazing on this land and children
playing football.”

The what-if scenarios are horrific.

SSgt Ross pointed to a spot about 50m
away. “There is a heavy wood line and
bushes and barbed wire entanglements. If
we are going to find any anti-personnel
mines, that is where they will be.

Spot check: Spr Tal Talbot, left, and Spr
Chris Fennell inspect the flails

“Out here the killer is the PROM-1, the
anti-personnel shrapnel mine which
jumps up and sends out shrapnel at waist
height. They work predominantly on trip
wires which the Aardvark cuts through.
You know for sure that once this machine
has been through an area there aren’t any
more PROMS. We always do a second
search.

“If we come up against a tree we put a
chain around it and pull it out. That
means that at no ume do soldiers have to
tread on the ground.”

This mighty 350
brake horsepower
machine weighs 13.5
tonnes and has a top
speed of 12kph. It
was introduced in
1986 and since then
has been used in
Irag, Angola and
Mozambique.

Aardvark boasts an
exemplary record. “There has never been
an operator injured or any recorded casu-
alties in an area where the machine has
cleared the ground,” SSgt Ross said.

It works by reversing into a suspected
minefield with the flail rotating. Its two-
man crew sits three metres behind the
blast plate and is further protected by a
second, inner capsule.

SAFEST JOB?

That is the theory. To hear SSgt Ross
talk you would think he had one of the
safest jobs in Bosnia.

“If we hit an anti-personnel mine, it
would not disturb the machine. All you
would see is a puff of smoke. We took it
over four anti-tank mines at the Glamoc
ranges and it didn’t even lose a chain.”

The SFOR headquarters project was
scheduled to last ten days and clear
30,000 square metres. The first people are
expected to relocate from other bases in
Sarajevo by March.

For Support Troop it was just another
job. But it was a task, like countless others
performed by British SFOR troops, that
is slowly helping Bosnia to get back on its
feet.

SSgt Ross said: “The Dayton Agree-
ment makes it quite clear that the people
who should pick up the mines are the
forces who put them down. What we are
doing here is to create a safe working envi-
ronment for SFOR troops by removing

SSgt Jim Ross

- the threat.”




Bosnia briefing

The lads who have

DEEP inside the headquarters of
the British-led Multi-National
Division (South West), Sgt Paddy
Carroll RE was hunched over a map
table, putting finishing touches to a
project.

“Map supply is basically the
reason we are here,” he said.
“Nobody moves unless they have a
map, be it a road map or a mine
map. Nobody leaves this place with-
out one of these.”

You would have to be certifiable if
you did. Bosnia is not the sort of
place you would want to get lost.
Winter temperatures plummet to
minus 20C and the poorly-main-
tained roads are notoriously unfor-
giving.

Sgt Carroll of Geographic Troop
said: “We supply geographical sup-

= port to the
: division and
also any civil-
ian organisa-
tions attached
to the head-
quarters
which need
paper maps,
printed prod-
ucts and spe-
cialist projects such as maps showing the
location of mines. There are 48 mine
maps for the MND (SW) area, all of
which are wupdated by the troop.”

Information is collated from many dif-

Sgt Paddy Carroll

DALMAR warehouse complex lies a few
kilometres from the Croatian coast and
looks a fairly unprepossessing building.
But its lacklustre appearance belies the
central role it plays in SFOR’s peacekeep-
ing mission in Bosnia.

Lt Vikki Sercombe, 68 Squadron 7
(UK) Logistic Regiment RLC, said:
“Dalmar is the central distribution point
for Bosnia. We have about 100 people in
the squadron and we load and unload
supplies for up-country. It could be any-
thing.”

Supplies arrive in articulated lorries

It starts from here

it all mapped out

Light programme: Spr Lea Sten-
house, left, matches up the over-
print to the base map on a light table

is basically digital mapping brought
to life through computers, giving
three dimensional representations
of the terrain on screen. We can do
mission planning off it and produce
specialist products in the form of
sensor sightings, whether it be
radar or listening devices.

“If the weather came down and
a commander wanted to physically
view the terrain he could come to
us and then he could ‘walk’ or ‘fly’
through it. It gives him an idea of
the ground in three dimensions.”

FLYING TIME

To produce route maps and
helicopter flying time maps the
engineers overlay the material onto
existing maps.

“Any information you want on
the map we can highlight and put it
on for you,” said Sgt Carroll.

The 12-strong troop, including
OC Capt Justin Neely, is multi-
skilled and structured in such a way
that the men can double-up to do

ferent sources. Some of it comes from
geographical data which is scanned and
stored on computer as digital reference
material.

“Tacisys (tactical information system)

from Germany and the United Kingdom
and are sorted for their onward destina-
tions. Soldiers do a six-month tour and
work a six-day week.

The work is not glamorous, but it is
obviously vital.

And when the soldiers are not up to
their eyes in supplies, they try to keep
their hand in with adventurous training.
When Soldier visited the squadron, it had
just taken delivery of an inflatable dinghy.
The loggies have plenty of opportunity for
watersports as the Adriatic remains warm
even in the winter months.

each other’s jobs. All are qualified
to step into the breach at a moment’s
notice.
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Adventurous crew: From left, Pte Andy Palmer, Pt Gaz Halstead, Pte TJ Jones, Pte Alex Kellock and
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Point to point: Gnr Darryl Ansell takes command of his section during the 1 RHA leadership course high in the Manaca mountain ranges

Plucky Darryl's fowl deed

IF YOU think today’s soldiers are not as
tough as their predecessors, the lads of B
Battery, 1 Roval Horse Artillery would
beg to differ.

During their six-month
tour of Bosnia a lucky few
were chosen to go on a lance
bombardier’s leadership
course high in the Manaca
mountain ranges. Even by
Bosnian  standards  the

weather was unseasonably
cold, with night-time tem-
peratures dropping to minus
200,

But it was not only the elements that
proved testing. Soldiers had a crash

OC Lt Rob
Snape-Johnson

Pte Dave Strand try out the new training craft for {ze at their base in the Dalmar warehouse complex
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course in culinary fieldcraft. Gnr Darryl
Ansell was given a chicken and told to
look after it overnight. The next day he
had to cook it.

“We cleaned and boiled it and it
tasted all right,” he explained.

OC Lt Rob Snape-Johnson
explained what the course was
hoping to achieve. “What we are
trying to develop are leadership
qualities that are prerequisites for a
junior NCO in the regiment. What
we are looking for is commitment
and effort, being able to lead under
pressure, and being able to moti-
vate themselves and others.

“This means being proactive and not
waiting for someone to tell them to do
something but having the initiative to get
on with it themselves.”

Back in the UK, similar courses usually
run for two weeks with a period in bar-
racks and a final exercise. Lt Snape-John-
son said: “We have opted for three weeks
in the field and we are teaching soldiers
something more practical. They are learn-
ing how to live in the field out of their
bergens.”

The soldiers were kept busy arranging
patrols, securing their positions and
arranging ambushes.

Gnr Ansell said the previous night the
troop had successfully organised a night-
time “attack™ on an SFOR unit of Czech
troops. “They were completely surprised

Perimeter guard: Gnr Stephen Savage
takes his turn securing the camp, armed
with a general purpose machine-gun

and they did not know what hit them.”

Lt Snape-Johnson said the men had
proved themselves in a difficult environ-
ment.

“This is a training course, not a testing
course. As long as they put in 100 per cent
commitment then we can live with people
making mistakes and not getting it 100
per cent correct.”

More stories from Bosnia in the February issue will
include how the Army copes with appalling roads, a
night out with Kid Creole and the Coconuts, and a patrol
in Prozor. See also Vox pop on Page 70 of this issue.
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Feature

Purchasing the right
equipment for the
Army is a multi-million
pound business. Staff
at the Procurement
Executive also know
lives could depend on
decisions they make

Report: Karen Moseley
Pictures: Terry Champion

WHEN the MoD’s Procurement Execu-
tive at Abbey Wood, Bristol, was built it
was decided that good design need not
cost more than bad.

The result is a building complex unlike
any other belonging to the MoD. The four
“neighbourhoods”
with their sweeping
lines of white stone
and glass are sur-
rounded by land-
scaped gardens with
a lake and fountains.
Walking through the
glazed “streets” brings
to mind ships under
sail, with stairways
designed in the shape
of prows and cov-
ered with sail-shaped
awnings.

So spectacular is the
result that the Abbey
Wood site has won a
number of architec-
tural and environ-
mental awards, in-
cluding the Marche
International des Pro-
fessionels de I'Immo-
biler award for the best office building
in Europe and the British Council for
Offices award for best out-of-town dev-
elopment.

But Abbey Wood was not planned just
to look good. There was a serious finan-
cial reason behind the futuristic and dra-
matic design features. Before 1995, Pro-
curement Executive (PE) staff worked at
15 office sites scattered about London,
Bath, Portland and Portsmouth. Not only
was this inefficient, but many of the build-
ings were of poor quality and expensive to
run.

AbbeyWood was built with “value engi-
neering” in mind. It meant that every
aspect had to provide value for money
and a good work environment. For exam-
ple, the glass-covered walkways give an
additional 6,000 square metres of usable
space while saving in construction costs
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and improved energy efficiency. The lake
is not simply there to look attractive; it
provides a cheap and efficient security
barrier and the landscaping with trees and
shrubs costs less to maintain than grass.
The thinking that went into designing
Abbey Wood mirrors the Smart Procure-
ment Initiative that governs £50 billion-
worth of defence equipment programmes
planned for Britain’s Armed Forces. This
means buying the right equipment at the
right time and at the best value for money.
It is a subject very close to the heart of
Defence Secretary George Robertson,
who introduced the Smart Procurement
Initiative in the Strategic Defence Review.
With it, he said, he wanted to revolu-
tionise the way the MoD did business by
bringing in the best of the private sector’s
expertise in project and procurement
® Turn to next page

Maj Gordon Rae, Royal Scots, left,
Light Logistic Vehicles Dept and
Maj Bob Wells, REME, Integrated
Logistic Support Manager

They are procuring All Terrain Vehi-
cles (ATVs) which have been designed
to go across snow, desert, rough
ground and steep hills, and even in
some cases, swim.

“We are negotiating with an overseas
firm at the moment and hope to let the
contract next year,"” said Maj Rae. “It
starts with a prototype being built and
user trials are carried out by the Royal
Marines and Infantry Trials and Devel-
opment Unit.”

Maj Wells produces specifications so
that all support is in place for mainte-
nance and repairs. ek :
to the All-terrain Mobile
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project. Much of
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time is spent with techni- ; hardening is achieved
cal experts at at Porton tonne Land Rovers during  through the choice of a
Down and Winterbourne Op Granby. suitable design and mate-
Gunner. “Work has now started rials so that chemical war-

“When the Gulf War on IBDF, a new and fare agents cannot
started there was aseri-  extremely complex become trapped in cracks
ous shortfall in our ability ~ system which is almost and crevices. Equipment
to detect the use of biolog-  ready. When it comes, must be suitable for

ical weapons,” he
explained. "As an opera-
tional expedient we
installed some lab-type
equipment into some one-

® From Page 21
management. He told the CBI conference
that the National Audit Office report into
defence procurement had become a
“notorious catalogue of delay and cost
increase”. MoD’s internal reports made
equally sorry reading.

“These cost overruns and delays are an
insult to the taxpayers of Britain; I per-
sonally feel offended by the waste that
they cause. But they are also a headache
for our Armed Forces who have to make
do and mend very old equipment while
they are waiting for new kit to arrive,” he
said.

“It is not simply a matter of inconve-
nience; lives are put at risk if our person-
nel are forced to go into dangerous situa-
tions with outdated or inadequate equip-
ment.”

The PE is the biggest purchaser of
manufactured goods in this country. At
any one time the 6,000 staff are managing
more than 13,000 contracts ranging from
the purchase of Trident submarines to
small spare parts for a field radio.

Many of the PE’s Army personnel work
in Directorate General Land Systems
(DGLS), where most of the Army’s
equipment needs are met. There were
more than 700 land systems projects in
progress last year and contracts worth
some £900 million were negotiated.

Maj Gen David Jenkins, Director Gen-
eral Land Systems, does not under-esti-
mate how vital the work carried out by PE
is. “The job here is very important
because we have to meet the operational
requirements of the Army in Bosnia,
Northern Ireland and elsewhere,” he said.

detection equipment
inside a four-tonne vehicle
will be deployed with a
force to detect and warn
of a biological attack.

decontamination. It is also
important to build equip-
ment with materials that
will not absorb chemical
warfare agents.

“Very simply, if we . Field
get it wrong then our ‘Weapons Systems
p_ec)pl’:: risk getting o ,iscarryi¥|g out a feasi-
killed. : udy into an Indirect Fire Preci-

Just ten per cent o Attack (IFPA) system which aims
staff at Abbey Wood are 2 the British Army with a 1
military personnel, and e precision attack capability £

of those 150 are in the
Army. At the beginning
of December they
started to wear uniform
to work for the first
time.

“I believe the inte-
gration of the military
and civil service here is
working,” said Maj
Gen Jenkins. “It helps
having the Army here
and it helps if our
people get out into the
field because then we
can make sure the sol-
diers get what they
want.”

DGLS is divided into
five departments: arm-
our, combat support,
artillery, engineering
and light weapons and
special projects. A con-
tracts branch and a
finance and secretariat
deal with the nitty-gritty commercial side
of the business.

Armour Systems is dealing with the
purchase of the Multi-Role Armoured
Vehicle (MRAV), a future infantry fight-
Ing vehicle, and the department’s most
important project, TRACER, the Tactical

Roberts, REME,

s of 60 km.

outa scoping study

n 2003 and 2011.”
2 2 155mm shell for
s and disperses

optic missile that :
precision atadis-  Abbey Wood's showpiece; .. o site, which features 11 office buildings, alibrary and nursery, has won a number of awards

i
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the Army at divi-
sional level,” she
explained. “At the
moment MLRS
goes about 30 km
and AS90 goes
about 24 km, so
we aim to double
the range.” {17
“We are driven

Py

e of flexible forces, I

lions best meet the \Af‘ i\

1bs and a long-
1 could dispense
lions. A particu-

Reconnaissance
Armoured
Combat Equipment Requirement. This
joint UK-US project will represent a huge
advance over the Army’s present recon-
naissance vehicles when it comes into ser-
vice in about ten years’ time.

Artillery Systems is responsible for the
AS90 self-propelled howitzer, a major
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upgrade to the current Multiple Launch
Rocket System (MLRS) and projects
such as Unmanned Air Vehicles (UAVs)
and the multi-national Counter Battery
Radar (COBRA). This highly sensitive
radar is designed to spot incoming shells,
rockets and mortar bombs and quickly
compute where they have come from.
Engineering and Light Weapons Sys-
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tems covers a wide range of projects
across all infantry weapons from mortars
to sniper rifles and from general engineer-
ing to bridging equipment.

Combat Support Systems is pioneering
a ground-breaking concept with its Pri-
vate Finance Inititative (PFI) project in
which civilian drivers of heavy vehicles
could become sponsored reservists. It

the ground and
show them whatis [#
ahead. sk
Project Sender is
looking at an air-
craft which willbe
able to fly a range of &
Project Spectator will
more complex version:
elling 150km. It will s

the market,” Maj Sta
written to 140 compar
tries, and we shall prol
smaller system to tender
invite companies to re:

means that in a conflict the drivers would
put on uniforms and become soldiers.
The department deals with new tank
transporters and a fleet of thousands of
cargo trucks, as well as other vehicles for
all three services. There is also a plan
for several thousand diesel-engined off-
road motor cycles for Army despatch
riders.

Special Projects has the critically
important task of suporting British secu-
rity services in their counter-terrorism
roles. It has been looking at an integrated
communications system for security
forces in Northern Ireland and equip-
ment for Explosive Ordnance Disposal
(EOD), such as the latest system of the
small remote-controlled vehicle Wheel-
barrow.

Many of the projects being dealt with
are not due to be seen by soldiers for a
good few years yet. But the work of the
DGLS also involves quick responses for
urgent operational requirements from
units deployed in the world’s trouble
spots. The PE recently invited tenders
from ten companies for a Theatre-Wide
Area Communications Network
(TWACN) for the Joint Rapid Reaction
Force. This will provide the additional
communications infrastructure required
to support UK deployed forces.

Procurement may have had a bad name
in the past but with the government’s
determination to revolutionise the way
the MoD does business, and the depth
of knowledge and expertise at Abbey
Wood, buying equipment for Army in
the 21st century could indeed be the
“smart” way ahead.
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Feature

Military artist with a
distinctive style has
also passed his

P Company training

Report: Karen Moseley

WARROR-artist is - an wunusual job
description, but that is how Capt Scott
Kirkwood, late of the Australian Army
Reserve and now a member of a Royal
Artillery TA regiment, describes himself.

Having trained and worked as an archi-
tect, his love of portraiture and military
subjects finally won out and three years
ago he switched to being a full-time mili-
tary artist.

His latest work, The Boys
of the Old Brigade, a study of
two Chelsea Pensioners
laughing and chatting, has
been presented as a gift to
the Royal Hospital, Chelsea.
Capt Kirkwood has also
handed over the printing
rights of the painting to the
Royal British Legion to raise
money for the Poppy
Appeal. A limited edition of
600 signed prints, if sold
out, could raise £25,000 for
the charity.

“l was catching a train
from Woking to Waterloo
and saw an ex-Serviceman selling pop-
pies,” Capt Kirkwood said. “When I
returned five-and-a-half hours later he
was still there and I thought if he could do
that I ought to do something to help as
well.”

OLD SOLDIERS

He contacted Brig Kim Ross, adjutant
of the Royal Hospital, who requested the
two old soldiers to sit for the painting.
Arthur Davies and Gareth Evans were
great friends when they served together
in The Devonshire and Dorset Regiment
many years ago. After being reunited at
the hospital they are now almost insepa-
rable.

“Chelsea Hospital is the only hospital
in the world where you need to take a
medical to get in, so I was very keen for
that positive atmosphere to show through
in the painting,” the artist explained.

The subject matter is different from the

ires Capt Kirkwood usually paints.

,. s

“100 at 30", above, was
commissioned by 100 Regt
RA(V) to commemorate its
30th anniversary

Warrior-artist: Capt Scott
Kirkwood, left

“The Boys of the Old
Brigade”: Arthur Davies and
Gareth Evans caught on
canvas, below

operating highly technical machinery.
The emphasis on light'and shade and use
of limited colour gives the paintings dra-
matic effect.

“I try to get a sense of drama, but not
schoolboy heroics,” he said. “I don’t like
the Boys’ Own approach to conflict.”

His method of creating a picture is
always the same. He starts with pencil
sketches and takes a number of pho-
tographs to make sure of the detail. Thes

~ are then combined to

photocopying and sent to the client for
selection.

“Soldiers are bears for detail and will
always point out anything wrong,” he
said. “If you are a slave to a photograph it
shows and if you stick to a sketch you
don’t get the technical derail right.”

He is extremely disciplined about
colour and, of the 12 water-colours on
his palette, paints with only three. These
he builds up in thin
washes, using up to 20
to 30 layers for particu-
larly dark shades. He
never uses white, achiev-
ing it by either leaving
the paper blank or using
a round-tipped scalpel
to scrape away the
colour.

His first major com-
mission was for the
Royal Scots Dragoon
Guards early in 1997,
when they invited him to
join them in Bosnia to
produce six large water-
colours. The finished
paintings were delivered in June and he
donated his sketchbook to the regiment
to be auctioned for charity.

Last May, Capt Kirkwood, who has
completed P Company training, was
awarded his parachute wings. He began a
Short Service Voluntary Commission
with 26 Regiment RA in Bosnia, and
although carrying out a demanding mili-
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“A hit? Frankly, a cruise missile fired from
the Pacific would have got closer!”

“Right. . . let’s try that again . . .
hatch open, then fire!”




The Benbecula detachment
of 17 Port and Maritime
Regiment RLC has weighed
anchor for the last time.
And after 40 years, the
Royal Signals unit is also
poised to beat a retreat

Report: Anthony Stone
Pictures: Terry Champion

IT IS the most remote posting in the
United Kingdom . . . a place where there
are no traffic lights or roundabouts, and
no excuse for being late for work.

For more than 40 years troops have

tioned on Benbecula, the Quter
s, but now the last are packing up
their kit and preparing to leave.

Seven soldiers of the maritime detach-
ment of 17 Port and Maritime Regiment
RLC returned to their base at March-
wood, near Southampton last month.
And by April the eight-strong detachment
from 242 Signal Squadron will also have
left.

The only military remaining will be key
personnel working with the Defence
Evaluation and Research Agency
(DERA), which took over the running of
the range from the Royal Artillery in

second-in-command at the Army base on
Benbecula. “Then we had close to 300
soldiers here and a brigadier commanded
the range. There were also 200 civil ser-
vants.”

Over the years thousands of soldiers
passed through, and for better or worse,
the craggy islands left firm impressions on
all who experienced them.

“I hugely enjoy being here, it is a won-
derful place,” said Lt Col Stoddart. “I
enjoy the space, the peace and the people.
The horizons are large and I find it a very
rewarding place to live.”

WET STUFF

Benbecula is certainly unique. Eskimos
have dozens of different words for snow,
but the islanders would beat them for
variations on “rain”.

The landscape is wild and bleak; almost

L Final Signals: SSgt John “Smudge” Smith (left)
" takes in the view with WO1 Dave Alexander

case of tinnitus,
although the whist-
ling in your ears is
only the wind whip-
ping against the win-
dows.

But the other side
of the coin is miles of
clean beaches, stun-
ning wildlife and
summer  evenings
that stretch past
midnight.

The Hebridean weather is changeable.
Indeed, it seems to be undergoing a per-

Lt Col Crawford
Stoddart

have a boat, so it was fortunate the mar-
itime troop was still on the island a few
months ago when troop commander SSgt
Andy Smith responded to a knock on the
door.

“It was about 9.30 in the evening and
the Coast Guard wanted to know if we
could rescue some guys on the Monachs,
which are a small group of islands,” he
said.

“A party of seven radio hams had been
taken out by a local teacher so they could
listen to radio signals from all over the
world. The trip went well until he went
back to collect them. Then the steering
failed and the propeller hit a rock.

Testing, testing: Sgt Steve Munro at work

e
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Bon voyage: Cpl Dave Hughes, Pte John Thain, LCpl Billy Burton, LCpl Andy Chambers,
Cpl Lawrence Watson and SSgt Andy Smith of 17 Port and Maritime Regiment RLC

because of the rocks. We had to rescue
them in a force six with a sea state of
about five which is about two-metre
waves. [t was quite daunting.”

When the detachment was not rescuing
people from the Atlantic, which was a rare
occurrence, the soldiers got on with their
real ;

went into the area it was expensive to stop
firing, so our task was to stop local fisher-
men before they got there.

“The range detected them and we
intervened. The only problem was that we
had no authority to prevent them going

in; we could only advise. We either moni-_

kS
to St Kilda
AT its peak the Benbecula
signal troop included a five-
man detachment based on the
island of St Kilda.

Britain’s most isolated group
of islands, it lies on the edge of
the continental shelf, a further
42 miles into the Atlantic.

A Gaelic equivalent of “drop
dead” roughly translates to “I
wish you were on St Kilda™.

Purpose of the signal detach-
ment was to provide communi-
cations support for Royal
Artillery personnel maintaining
the surveillance and tracking
radar.

The gunners kept tabs on
missiles launched from Ben-
becula. The island’s range,
established in 1957, was per-
fect, providing a secluded
location for the Ministry of
Defence to test rockets and
missiles.

St Kilda, now a World Her-
itage Site, boasts the highest
cliffs in Britain at 1,300ft and
the highest stac at 627ft. It has
remained uninhabited since
1930 when the small island
population conceded victory to
the isolation and harsh condi-
tions and was evacuated at its
own request.

Since the hand-over of the
range from the Royal Artillery
to DERA, the last remaining
permanent Royal Signals tech-
nician has been removed, to be
replaced by a fortnightly main-
tenance visit by helicopter.

By March 31 the colours of
the Corps of Royal Signals will

have been lowered from the
Hebridean skyline for the last
time.

Hebrides stretches back to the early days
of the range. At its peak, 632 Signal Troop
(Hebrides) as it was called then, consisted
of some 40 personnel, of varying trades.

Signal troop commander WO1 Dave
Alexander will be the last man out. “It’s a
completely different pace of life here. The
people are very friendly and because the
range is such a part of local life everyone
knows each other.

“I’ll be me who will be closing the
doors and switching off the lights. We are
planning to have a beating retreat cere-
mony and we would like to invite ex-
members of the troop to attend.

“Most of us will be sad to leave, it is

guite:a polave place Mutie et ReR.




IF IT'S
A NEW or
USED CAR,

NATOCARS

Our special Tax Free new.car discounts on a wide range
of makes, are also available on many models for Tax
Paid UK use, giving exceptional savings.

All entitled personnel need to do is order a car whilst abroad (UK based
uniformed personnel also for Peugeot] and your car will meet you on
your refurn home!

Of course, you will also receive the renowned NATOCARS’
service and everything is conducted easily by phone, fax or post. All is
explained in our comprehensive Car Buying Guide - prices; model
brochures; part exchange; low rate finance with repayment protection;
discounted insurance with maximum no claims bonus and delivery
anywhere it suis!

The same service is available for our Guaranteed Quality
Used Car Scheme together with these benefits:
® Most privately owned
14 day no quibble exchange
RAC inspection and report
Fully comprehensive warranty
Rescue/ recovery/home, breakdown insurance
National Vehicle Insurance write-off check
Full service check
12 months MOT if applicable
® Service histories
Buying your next car, Tax Free, Tax Paid or used should
be an enjoyable, hassle-free experience and with over 34
years of delivering total satisfaction, Natocars know how
to make it just that. WE GUARANTEE IT!

Can you afford
not to buy from Natocars?

b, .

== BNnarocars 7.

B A Rewarding Experience S

Our
Membership
is your
Security

Natocars Ltd ® Wylds Road ® Bridgwater ® Somerset ® TA6 4BH

T 01278 455555 ® Fax: 01278 450396 @ Email: sales@natocars.co.uk £
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HOW MUCH WOULD YOU PAY
TO CLEAR YOUR GARDEN?

Hopefully you will never be asked this question.

But our soldiers are frequently involved in these |
dangerous operations and sometimes they are |
injured or even pay with their lives. |

The debt we owe them is beyond measure. i

This is your chance to help those soldiers and
ex-soldiers and their families, who now find
themselves in need.

Don’t you think that a donation, a covenant or
a legacy to the Army Benevolent Fund is an
appropniate way of saying to our soldiers — thank you
for being there when you were needed?

THE ARMY
BENEVOLENT
FUND

London SW7 5HR.

| would like to make a donation

| would like information on covenants and legacies

Signature ___ : AT

I Name

' 5 Postcode
| | enclose a cheque/PO or debit my credit card Visa/Mastercard/CAF card number i

|

|

_ |

I Address : E I
I

|

|

|

(LT |

Amount S |

Data Protection Act: We may occasionally wish to contact you about our work.

I If you would prefer that we do not, please tick the box ] Reg. Charity No. 211645

_ | Please mention SOLDIER when replying to advertisements ]
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From Westminster to Wapping

A monthly digest of what’s being said in Parliament and the Press

Phoenix takes

to the skies

PHOENIX, the Army’'s new surveillance and
target acquisition system, has entered opera-
tional service.

The news was given in a written answer by
Defence Under-Secretary
John Spellar, who said
the unmanned aerial vehi-
cle (UAV) had undergone
“very successful” conver-
sion training by 32 and 39
Regiments Royal Artillery
and had performed well in

Forces because of pregnancy so far total
more than £60m. The pay-outs reached their
peak during 1994-95, when the figure was
£35.6m. This financial year (to November 30,
1998) the total stands at
just over £520,000.

Scottish ceremony:
Soldiers from the 1st Bat-
talion, The Argyll and
Sutherland Highlanders
and the 1st Battalion, The

exercises.

“Phoenix enters service
with a proven track
record,” he told MPs.
“When deliveries have been completed, the
Royal Artillery will be equipped with a system
which will substantially increase the Army's
capability to locate and destroy targets well
behind enemy lines with indirect fire systems.”

Comprising an aircraft with a

Black Watch are likely to
take part in the opening
ceremony of the Scottish
Parliament.

Cadet forces: Strength of the Army Cadet
Force at March 31, 1998 (the last audit point)
was 40,773, and the Combined Cadet Force
39,460.

launcher vehicle and a ground
control station, Phoenix is one of
the most advanced systems of its
kind in the world. Computer soft-
ware on board the aircraft is con-
trolled by the operator on the
ground.

The aerial vehicle is fitted with
thermal imaging cameras which
send instant pictures back to the
control station, allowing comman-
ders to see what is happening
“over the horizon” from a height of
about 8,000ft.

On return, the aircraft has to
land on its back on an airbag to
avoid being damaged.

Two Royal Artillery regiments
will have batteries of Phoenix,
with each holding enough stocks
to maintain an operational capa-
bility 24 hours a day.

Veterans phone in: In its first
two months the MoD Veterans’
Advice Unit, which opened in
October, took 1,500 telephone
calls on its 08456 02 03 02
number. Enquiries increased
steadily, the largest number concerning pen-
sions, employment, the provision of medals
and information about the unit itself.

Other subjects covered included home care
and housing, Falklands and Gulf war issues,
the tracing of relatives, and war graves and
historical records.

Since the launch, more than 90,000 leaflets
publicising the unit have been sent out to ex-
Service organisations and charities, DSS B
benefit offices, the War Pensions Agency and
Citizens’ Advice Bureaux.

Other points from Parliament:

Pregnancy pay-outs: Compensation pay-
ments to Servicewomen who left the Armed
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Flashback to February 1994: The then
Phoenix Military Team which conducted
trials on the battlefield surveillance and
target acquisition system at Larkhill

What the
papers say

J Britain has now overtaken France to
become Europe's most powerful military
nation after Russia, according to a new
study. It puts Britain's conventional forces
fourth in the world, behind those of America,
China and Russia. — Daily Telegraph

4 In what researchers describe as a
breakthrough in “smart clothing”, the United
States Army has come up with a processor-
driven, networked, satellite-linked T-shirt,
woven from a mixture of cotton, fibre-optic
threads and miniature sensors. It is
designed to alert battlefield controllers when
pierced by a bullet or some other lethal
force. — Times

2 British campaigners are to fight on for
damages over wartime maltreatment by
Japan despite the rejection of their claim by
the Tokyo District Court. — Daily Telegraph

J The Army Recruiting Group has been
highly commended in the FT Business Web
Site of the Year awards. — Financial Times

J A trooper was hurled from his horse
during a royal procession. Onlookers
gasped in horror as the animal reared up an
fell on the soldier after kicking the Queen's
carriage. — Mirror

J Sticky foam and anti-personnel nets
may soon join the traditional armoury of
British troops. And stun-guns and high-pow-
ered microwave weapons are being actively
considered. — Sunday Telegraph

J Homosexuals and lesbians thrown out
of the Armed Forces will be able to claim mil-
lions of pounds in sex harassment damages
after a landmark legal decision by a Croy-
don industrial tribunal. — Daily Mail

 British Army tank transporters operat-
ing in the front line of combat could have
civilian drivers under a contract to be con-
sidered by ministers in the next few weeks.
- Financial Times

@ Readers are reminded that views expressed or
reported in this magazine are not necessarily

those of the Army or the Ministry of Defence.

® From Page 9
will be given responsibility for hospital
care for Service personnel across the
country.
This, the report says, will “enable per-
sonnel to be treated locally rather than
making costly and time-consuming jour-

‘Shot in arm for defence medicine

neys to military facilities”. The report
places a greater focus on people issues
such as recruitment and retention. To
this end, a new two-star Chief of Staff
with the necessary business skills, and
one-star directors of personnel and
training, will be appointed.




Who dares . ..

Report: Graham Bound
Pictures: Mike Weston

RATHER like Capt Smith standing on
the bridge of the Tiranic, | knew that I was
going down, and there was very little I
could do about it.

Gazing down the blue ice run of the
giant slalom course from the rarefied air
12,000ft above Switzerland, I wished that
I could take someone with me; preferably
the entire Army women’s ski team, who
had spent long hours preparing me for
this moment. Perhaps wedged between
them I would stay on my feet while weav-
ing in and out of the poles. And if it didn’t
work? . . . Well, what a way to go.

How had I got into this? As if in an old
movie, everything went wavy as my
memory slipped backed to the office
where I had taken a call from Maj Paul
Ford, manager of the British Ladies’ Army
SkiTeam (BLAST), just a week earlier . . .

LOTS OF FUN

“It’s serious training,” said the chipper
voice coming out of the telephone. “But
it’s lots of fun, so why not come out to
Zermatt and give it a try?” The man with
the best job in the British Army was con-
vincing. The girls would be enjoying the
high life and I could be a beast among the
beauties.

Why not, indeed. I"d been skiing before.
I knew how to snow-plough into a gliih-
wein station for refuelling, and in a few
days spent with some charming girls,
developing my skills should be a doddle.

And at first, up there in the clear moun-
tain air and pristine snow, it was. My
pride would not allow me to admit it, but
I was relieved when Paul placed me with
the novices, the girls — 2nd Lt Jess
Norman, Capt Debs Nightingale, Capt
Rachel Harvey and 2nd Lt Jo Nissen —
who were not going to be competing at an
inter-Service level this winter but still had
their eyes on the big goal. Meanwhile they
had bags of bubbly enthusiasm and good
humour to share.

Capt Ingrid Rolland, REME (V), a
prize-winning skier until she seriously

Our writer had a bash at the
giant slalom with the British
Ladies’ Army Ski Team . ..

and lived to tell the tale

damaged a leg, had already been coaching
them for several days when I arrived, but
didn’t seem to mind my late start. Per-
haps she thought my antics would be a
welcome diversion.

Early on that first day I fell in (literally)
behind Jess, Debs, Rachel and Jo as Ingrid
gave us her pep talk. Soberingly, she
reminded us that we were in very select
company on these high, out-of-season
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In line: The BLAST beauties (plus one beast) prepare for another day of instruction

This is how you do it: Instructor Capt Ingrid Rolland, left, slaloms with style

slopes. Around us were the national teams
of France, Norway and the United States,
their Lycra-clad bodies rocketing down
the slalom courses at apparently suicidal
speeds. These pros ski all year, following
the snow around the world.

“Do try and look good, in case they’re
watching,” Ingrid implored. Perhaps she
read my mind, because she looked at me
and smiled wanly in a way which seemed
to say: “Well, just do your best.”

This small bundle of energy and
authority led us up and down the slopes,
as we repeatedly practised the particular
skills needed for the giant slalom. With
the flags further apart than in the ordi-
nary event, the giant version enables
wider turns and much greater speed and
acceleration.

LOW BUM

“Keep the hips and bum low,” insisted
Ingrid, folding herself down into a seem-
ingly impossible “z” shape. We were also
instructed to keep our skis further apart
than in normal skiing: it makes leaning
into fast turns a little easier. Switching
weight instantly and smoothly from one
leg to the other in rhythmic changes of
direction is also important. But most wor-
rying of all, our coach urged us to “point
into the fall line” as much as possible. In
other words, go straight down.

These were tall orders for me, and as we
practised snaking down the slopes behind
Ingrid, I tried to position myself at the
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back of the pack where I hoped to attract
least attention. Whatever I did with my
bum and hips were best kept to myself, I
reasoned. But the girls weren’t having
that. This friendly bunch constantly
pushed me towards the front and made
feel a part of the team.

This was pretty generous, considering,
and it helped. My inept (although gradu-
ally improving) efforts earned vells of “go
for it, Grazza!” (Jess decided that I
needed a sporting moniker) and bursts of
laughter.

And so, after a day-and-a-half of prac-
tice, I found myself crouched in the start

gate of Paul Ford’s slalom course. I tried
to remember everything I had been
taught, but, above all, this advice from
Paul rang in my ears: “Take the brakes off
and go for it.”

I wanted to, but couldn’t. I wasted a
good five seconds building up speed but
by the first set of sticks and flags had
gained some momentum. I went into a
sort-of-crouch, pushed down on my left
ski and followed through with the right. I
tried to straighten up a little and face the
fall line, but was going hopelessly wide.
When I came back on track I hit the ruts
and ridges left by other skiers. The rest of
the descent took place in a whirl of flailing
skis and sticks and a cloud of powder
SNOW.

“Oh well,” I thought, lying there flat on
my back. “They had their laugh.” Ingrid
swished to a stop alongside me and was
quick to explain what I had done wrong.
Apart from being far too cautious and
ignoring most of the rules, I had tried to go
around the poles the wrong way. Rather
than following the carved-out route of the
others, I was bouncing across it.

There was one more chance to get it
right and suddenly this seemed very
important to me. It wasn’t just that the
girls were watching, but some other flashy
and professional-looking national team
were waiting for the course. “I’ll show
’em,” I thought.

LESS DAUNTING

I didn’t, but this time I threw myself at
the course with some enthusiasm. I was
far from low enough, and God only knew
what my bum was doing. But I held
myself in the fall-line for longer than
seemed safe and flags swished past me. As

I neared the bottom I heard the

E BLASTare
calways looking
| for new
(trainees. If {
Jyou are a !
| woman soldier/
[ with some |
! skiing (
) experience call )
gMaj Paul Ford |
\on (mil) 737 |
L2213 or :
(mobile) 0973%
£397575. |

A

Ready for the
off: OQur man
receives some
last-minute tips

laughter and cheers of the
BLAST girls.

With what little panache I
could muster, I pulled off a
tight swerve, scraping to a halt
alongside them . .. and fell over.

The cruel truth is that I'm
never going to make a speed
skier. I'm not even sure I want
to be one. But I shall happily go
back to occasional holiday
skiing with some new skills to
show off. A few years ago,
though, it might well have been
a different story.

My advice to slightly young-
er skiers? If you have the chance
to race-train, seize it. As they
say on the slalom slopes: “Take
the brakes off and go for it.”




JOHNFBLASH EORDSSNELL

Interview: Graham Bound
Portraits: Terry Champion

RECENT demand for pith-helmeted and
barrel-chested leaders to take expeditions
into dark, disease-ridden jungles, across
parched deserts and down crocodile-
infested rivers has been somewhat limited.

“Well, it’s all pointless, innit?” say the
cynics from in front of their computer
games. “These days we can read about it
and see it on telly.”

Well, maybe, but who takes the cameras
to these places and who writes the books?
Col John Blashford-Snell, late RE, for
one. This senior ex-sapper, fellow of the
Royal Geographical Soci-
ety, showman, adventurer,
explorer and humanitarian
is living proof that the spirit
of heroic British explo-
ration lives on — and may
even be doing rather well.

Blashers, as the tabloids
were quick to christen the
colonel when he began
exercising his remarkable
ability to attract publicity,
was always drawn to adven-
ture. But it was not until
1962, while he was an
instructor at Sandhurst,
that his aptitude for conceiv-
ing and organising expedi-
tions was harnessed.

The commandant, decid-
ing to install him as OC
Adventurous Training, told
the young captain: “Your
job is about getting as many
of these little buggers overseas as possible
for the benefit of their character and with
the least possible detriment to the
Empire.”

By the end of that day the Academy
Sergeant Major had set John up in his first
expedition HQ, a smelly
boot room with a table

world to the wall and
wrote beneath it in big capital lerters:
TRAINING AREA.

For the next few years John Blashford-
Snell took the words of his commanding
officer and ASM to heart, sending groups
of officer cadets to all points of the com-
pass on relatively small-scale adventures.
They climbed peaks, crossed deserts,
dived beneath the sea. “It was great train-
ing in self-reliance.” reflects Blashford-

‘Adventurer and
Discoverer of Lost
Civilisations' . . . as a
job description it does
not seem to hold
much promise for the
future, but Col
Blashers begs to differ

From the archives: A pith-helmeted Capt John Blashford-Snell on the Nile

Snell. “We tried to give them tasks that
served someone well.” It was useful for
the OC Adventurous Training, too. He
led or took part in as many expeditions as
possible, all the while perfecting the arts
of planning, leadership and financing,

“Your job is about getting as many of these little buggers
and a chair. The ASM overseas as possible for the benefit of their character
pinned a large map of the and with the least possible detriment to the Empire’

ready for the really big projects that lived
at the back of his mind.

Had it not been for his corps, the Royal
Engineers, they may have remained there.
But the sappers were, and are still, a giant
organisation by Army standards, and
found it possible to lose an officer to
unconventional activities.

This did not seem unreasonable to
Blashford-Snell. “After all”, he said, “I

was doing the kind of things that sappers
are supposed to be good at: blazing trails
and getting around obstacles. They just
told me to keep on going, keep on going.”

He did, and by 1968 Blashers and his
exploration-mad friends were ready to
take on journeys of real discovery, adven-
tures comparable with those of his Victo-
rian hero, Henry Morton Stanley.

Emperor Haile Selassie of Ethiopia
invited a tri-Service team to travel down
the previously un-navigated Blue Nile,
charting the river and the land on either
side. Blashford-Snell was to lead the
adventure, which nearly cost the team
their lives. Paddling specially-designed
rubber rafts (and virtually
inventing the sport of white-
water rafting en route) they
discovered the locals were not
friendly. Perhaps the British
Servicemen and their few
Ethiopian Army guides were
confused with roving tax offi-
cials. Whatever the reason,
they were attacked with gusto.

Blashford-Snell looks back
on the Nile trip with a sense of
excitement, but clearly regrets
that some of their attackers
died. “It was a pity because if
only we had been able to
communicate with them we
might have stopped it.”

He did try. When their
riverside camp came under
attack, the big man in the
white pith helmet grabbed a
loud hailer and boomed out
in pidgin Ethiopian that he
had come in peace and wanted to be
friends. The attackers briefly ceased firing
presumably taken back by the absurdity
of the situation, enabling most of the
team to scramble into their boats. But
when a bullet smacked into the ground
between his legs, Blash-
ers knew that dialogue
was pointless. He ran for
it, throwing himself into
a raft as more bullets spat
into the river. Later, at another camp,
Blashford-Snell awoke to the hear the
sentry shouting: “Here they come!” He
fired a flare and in its light saw the beach
swarming with attackers. One was chas-
ing a captain of the Green Howards with
a sword, apparently intent on decapitat-
ing him. “Someone fired a .45 pistol,”
recalls Blashers, “and hit the bloke at very
short range. He stopped and fell dead.
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Then someone, an Australian, I think,
opened up with a pump-action shotgun. At
close range it was a devastating weapon.”

Remarkably, the only member of the
expedition injured was Chris Bonington,
later to achieve fame as a mountaineer.
He was hit by a rock, which the locals
aimed with rather more accuracy than
they did their rifles.

Back in Addis Ababa the group met the
Emperor and were concerned about how
he might view the fire-fights. They need
not have worried. Haile Selassie asked
how many Ethiopians had been killed.
“Very few, Your Imperial Majesty,”
replied the expedition leader. “Oh,” said
the Emperor, “I did not know the British
Army were such bad shots.”

DARIEN GAP

In the 30 years since the Blue Nile,
John Blashford-Snell has built up an
unmatched catalogue of adven-
tures and long-term youth develop-
ment schemes. There were more
journeys of real pioneering value,
such as the first crossing of the
Darien Gap between Central and
South America, and the navigation
of the Zaire River from source to
sea. There have been the youth
enterprises, most notably Opera-
tions Drake and Raleigh. The
latter, now Raleigh International,
continues to introduce adventure
and worth while tasks to the lives of
thousands of young men and
women.

Blashers shows no sign of slow-
ing. Neither does Jim Masters, his
old Army friend and right-hand
man on many an expedition. At 62
and 71 respectively, Blashers and
Jim still work together, enjoying the
partnership they first discovered when the
former was a rash young subaltern and
the latter an experienced troop sergeant
during the Cyprus crisis in the 1950s.

At “Expedition Base”, a scattering of
farm buildings surrounding Blashford-
Snell’s West Country farmhouse, the two
greying but fit-looking men seemed to
prove the theory held by so many women
— that men never really grow up.

Bent low over a vast hand-drawn and
heavily-annotated map of the Parana and
Paraguay rivers, which connect Brazil,
Bolivia, Uruguay, Paraguay and Argenti-
na, they were planning the Kota Mama
expedition, which later this year will take
scientists, Army doctors and archaeolo-
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Brothers-in-arms: John Blashford-Snell, left, and
right-hand man Jim Masters have been working
together as explorers and soldiers since the 1950s

gists on a three-month voyage of discov-
ery and humanitarian aid. Their eyes
glinted with excitement as they jabbed
pencils at the stretches of rapids which
will have to be overcome (just as they did
all those years ago on the Blue Nile), the
tiny indian villages where the doctors will
carry out medical work and the sites
where a recce party led by Blashford-
Snell has already discovered ruins
belonging to a long-dead civilisation.

CONTRIVED MASK

John Blashford-Snell, a self-publicist
almost without equal, is paradoxically
modest in the flesh. After a few minutes in
his affable company it becomes clear that

No stopping:John Blashford-Snell, above,
is still planning major expeditions

the familiar image of the brash Blashers is
a contrived mask, a supremely useful tool
to gain the support he needs but no more.
His involvement in inner-city work is
hardly known art all, and yet when the
planning of Kota Mama allows, he is busy
raising millions of pounds for Starting
Point, a planned centre for disadvantaged
youth in Liverpool.

Jim Masters confirmed that there is a
deeply private and compassionate side to
Blashers that does not need or enjoy pub-
licity. “He’s not here, so I can say it,” con-
fided the older man when his friend was
briefly out of the room making coffee. “I
respect him enormously because he’s a
kind man. He does things for people qui-
etly and without publicity.”

You do not have to look far to see why
Blashford-Snell wants to do so much for
deprived young people. His hero, Stanley,
started life as an urchin on the streets of
Glasgow but went on to greatness
because a benefactor had faith in him.

Blashers wants to create many Stanleys.
“They just need that kick-start,” he says
with evident conviction. “Then they’ll
make their own way.”

Their kick-start is adventure.
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Brian goes one

Rise in quality has
judges singing the
praises of Army
photographers

A YEAR ago he was the contender. Twelve
months on he is the undisputed champ.

Sgt Brian Gamble’s portfolio of six images
won him the coveted title of Army profession-
al photographer of the year in the most keenly
contested Army Photographic Competition
for years, writes John
Elliott.

Many of his professional
colleagues were at the Nat-
ional Army Museum in
Chelsea to applaud as he
received the trophy from
Brig Robert Gordon, Direc-
tor Public Relations (Army),
one of three judges.

After finishing runner-up
last vear, Brian paid close attention to the
judges’comments . . . and it paid off. “I was
also helped by a move to 1 Division Media
Ops at Herford in Germany, where there is a
lot more scope than I had when I was at HQ
Northern Ireland,” he said. “I was able to get
a bit of everything into my portfolio, including
tanks.”

Ironically, after winning last year’s Joint
Services competition organised by HQNI,
Brian was runner-up in this year’s event.

HIGH STANDARD

Ray Lowe, chairman of the British Institute
of Professional Photography (BIPP) qualifi-
cations committee and one of the judges,
spoke enthusiastically of the high standard of
entries, which he said was “far in excess of
1997”. He and fellow judge
Martin Keene, Head of Pic-
tures at the Press Associa-
tion, had also been struck by
the overall quality of the
400-plus entries submitted
by 65 professionals and
amateurs.

The amateur title went to

= X
Top shot: Sgt
Brian Gamble

Didn’t he do

il- Hid Maj James Anderson, whose
el last job as leader of an HQ
Mafthew Land Command mobile
Warren

news teamqn took him to
assignments all over the world in the company
of some of the Army’s best snappers.

One of them, former RLLC warrant officer
Kevin Capon, was thwarted from defending
his 1997 Photographer of the Year title when
his portfolio was mislaid.

But the brightest story to emerge from the
competition concerned 25-year-old Hldr
Matthew Warren, whose atmospheric dawn
shot of colleagues on exercise in Seattle, USA,
earned him second place in the best colour
photograph category.

The image, taken on a Nikon compact,
would have remained in his album if his girl-
friend had not seen it and talked him into
entering. So impressed was fellow prize-
winrer Sgt Giles Penfound, an instructor at
the Joint School of Photography at RAF Cos-
ford, that the young Highlander is considering
an offer of a place at the school.

But not for the next six months. He had just
been told that his company is off to Macedo-
nia to reinforce Catterick-based 1st Battalion,
The King’s Own Royal Border Regiment.

Best portfo-
lio: Dog and
handler, left,
by Sgt Brian
Gamble

Own choice:
Sky’s the
limit, right, by
Sgt Giles
Penfound
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Best sport:
Red Devils,
above, by
LCpl Craig
Hughes

Best amateur:
Water sports,
left, by

Maj James
Anderson

Al

Winning team: back row, fro

rn left, are LCpl Angel Moreno, Chris Barker, WO2 Pete

Bristo, judge Ray Lowe, Capt Chris North, WO2 Chris Young; front, Cpl Steve
Taylor, Maj Nigel Appleton, Sgt Brian Gamble and Sgt Giles Penfound

Army Photographic Competition 1998

Army professional pho-
tographer of the year
(Sponsored by Method Pub-
lishing): Sgt Brian Gamble,
Media Ops, HQ 1 UK Armd
Div; runner-up, Chris Barker,
Media Ops, HQ 2 Div.

Army amateur photogra-
pher of the year (Fuji and
SSVC) : Maj James Ander-
son, SHTC; runner-up, Maj
Nigel Appleton, DTMX; highly
commended, Cpl Steve
Taylor, 2 Para.

Monchrome (National
Army Museum): Sgt Shane

Wilkinson, Media Ops, HQ 3
Div; runner-up, WO2 Pete
Bristo, HQNI.

Sport/adventurous train-
ing (Grosvenor TV): LCpl
Craig Hughes, Red Devils;
runner-up, Cpl Steve Taylor, 2
Para; highly commended, Cpl
Alastair Allen, Media Ops,
Cyprus.

Digital image (Image Data
Systems, Gilroy Corporate
Communications Ltd): LCpl
Angel Moreno, HQNI; runner-
up, WO2 Chris Young,
DISCU; highly commended,

Cpl Steve Taylor, 2 Para.

Own choice (Nikon, Sol-
dier): Sgt Giles Penfound,
JSOP; runner-up, Sgt Brian
Gamble, Media Ops, 1 UK
Armd Div.

Best Army PR image
(Consolidated Communica-
tions): Capt Chris North,
Media Ops, HQ 2 Div; runner-
up, WO2 Pete Bristo, HQNI.

Best overall colour: WO2
Pete Bristo, HQNI; runner-up,
Hidr Matthew Warren, 1
Hidrs; highly commended,
Sgt Giles Penfound, JSOP.
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SSAFA's escort
service offers
helping hand
to families,
but not to
schoolchildren

FOLLOWING a piece in Cari
Roberts’s column on the escorting
of children (Oct), SSAFA Forces
Help has asked us to clarify what
its Family Escort Service has to
offer.

It is not the welfare organisa-
tion’s policy to escort children
travelling to and from boarding
school nor to escort unaccompa-
nied children.

The service is there for the ben-
efit of Service families and depen-
dants travelling to, from and
within the United Kingdom and is
intended to help those with com-
passionate needs and those travel-
ling with young children and
luggage, who would find negotiat-
ing public transport systems diffi-
cult.

NATIONWIDE

It is a nationwide service and its
escort volunteers will meet clients
wherever necessary, usually at air-
ports, main-line stations and ferry
terminals.

All the family escorts are volun-
teers who give their time freely and
use their own cars when appropri-
ate. They are drawn from SSAFA
Forces Help branches or in-Ser-
vice committees throughout the
UK.

Although the service is usually
free to families and dependants,
clients are asked to check first.
SSAFA says that it will always try
to help those in need at short
notice, but escorts need as much
advance warning as possible.

To contact the Family Escort
Service in the UK ring 0171 463
9249; or in Germany contact the
Information Office on JHQ Mil
ext 2272 or 02161 472272. The
service is co-ordinated from
SSAFA Forces Help’s Central
Office in London.

If you would like to
share a problem, write
to Cari c¢/o Soldier, or
BFBS, BFPO 786.
Something ought to be

done about the situa-

tion with dentists. We've just moved
and, yet again, we can’t get a dentist.
Army families really should be made a
special case. — Mrs A (UK).

Cari replies: This is a problem I’ve heard
about a lot and not just from Army
families. Now that we are all more mobile
many families are being sent around the
UK and overseas with their
companies. The Army
Families Federation (AFF) is,
I know, looking into it. I’'m sure
it would be glad to hear your
story and to offer advice for
your area. If you have an NHS
dentist, my advice is visit him
or her every six months for a
check-up and stay with the
practice, even if you have to
travel, until you can find a new
one. Do contact your local
AFF representative and let
them know about your situation.

| am very interested in

Dear Cari,
welfare issues and hear

that | could train to be an Army welfare
worker. Where can | get more informa-
tion? — Sgt T (BFQG).

Cari replies: You can do one of two things:
get in touch with the Army Families Advice
Bureau, which has issued Fact sheet 8/12A

It used to be that Army families were
unusual in the way in which they moved
around the world with their families.

has become a priority and many of the
problems have been addressed. There are
now many sources of help where there
used to be very few and many more chan-
nels of communication. Problems do

remain, though, which affect Service

p S

Dental block

}‘m;agshgaz ve changed a Council of Women — an
ot in the 20 years | have = influential body which
been working in this Ca i comm e I‘ItS discusses a wide vari-
area. Welfare provision ety of issues which

containing all the details, or write to the
Chief Clerk, HQ AWS, Erskine Barracks,
Wilton, Salisbury, Wilts SP2 0AG.

The AWS telephone number is Salisbury
Military (733) ext 2565. The office can
also help if you would like to visit an Army
welfare worker in post to find out more
about what they do. If you wanted to apply
for training this year you need to get your
application to the Army Personnel Centre,
Glasgow by April 30.

We may be posted
abroad in the near
future and our four-year-old daughter
has learning difficulties. | am worried
about her schooling. I've heard lots of
different stories from people in the
same situation. — Mrs B
(UK).
Cari replies: There are a
number of sources of advice.
You might like to start with the
Army Families Advice Bureau.
Ask for Factsheet 5/5 — Children
with special educational needs. It
outlines the main agencies with
which you will be dealing. You
could also get in touch with
Service Children’s Education
at HQ SCE(UK) on 01980
618 244 and you should make
contact with SSAFA Forces Help who can
offer a lot of helpful advice. Do talk to the
Army Families Federation, too. They have
been working very hard to get the problems
surrounding the statementing of Service
children sorted out. Some families are
experiencing difficulties when they move
from one area before the process is fully
completed. I know they are keen to gather
information and have made great strides
with getting the problem recognised.

people as well as the families of civilian-
son the move. The Army Families Federa-
tion has been working with the National

affect women and their families. This is, |
think, an encouraging sign of things to
come. Once Army families stop regarding
themselves as outside the rest of the pop-
ulation things can only get even better.

@ Cari Roberts presents Counterpoint on BFBS Radio

B U SE——

Sitting pretty: Andrea McManus passed
her driving test after taking lessons from
Cpl Simon Roberts, right, of the 1st Battal-
ion, The Queen’s Lancashire Regiment
based in Omagh, Northern Ireland.

The CO, Lt Col David James, came up
with the idea of setting up a driving school
on camp to help give wives accompany-
ing their husbands a bit more indepen-
dence. Simon - Taff to his mates — was the

ideal choice because he had previously
prepared soldiers for their HGV licences.

So popular were his part-time lessons
that he is now teaching full-time. He also
makes sure his pupils know how to main-
tain their vehicles by checking oil and tyre
pressures.

“It's brilliant,” said Andrea. “It has given
me a lot more independence and my hus-
band is chuffed to bits.”

Yvonne's a friend
in the Falklands

SSAFA Forces Help social worker
Yvonne Janson is providing a listening ear

“something demonstrated each time the

Tristar takes off and the main link with

the rest of the world is cut

to Servicemen and women a
long way from home. She has
been sent to the Falkland
Islands for six months to
assess the need for a full-time
presence in the military gar-
rison at Mount Pleasant.

The 600 Army, 900 Royal
Air Force and 100 Royal
Navy personnel deployed to
the remote South Atlantic
outpost have access to a
padre and the WRVS, but until now there
has been no trained social worker for
them to turn to.

Delays in getting post, the high cost of
telephone calls, and the sheer distance
from families, can make ordinary situa-
tions more difficult. “The Falklands are a
very long way from home,” said Yvonne,

Friend: Yvonne Janson

off.”

It is the first time SSAFA
Forces Help has provided a
social work service for unac-
companied personnel. If it
turns into a permanent post
it will be funded jointly by
the three Services.

“Having a social worker
here would mean more sup-
port for personnel with
making important links back home, being
reassured that progress is being made
there, as well as the opportunity to offload
themselves,” she said.

There are social workers in military
communities in Germany, Cyprus and
Gibraltar, as well as Northern Ireland and
the mainland United Kingdom.

RECRUITS from the Army Training Regi- pay a former rifleman, Sean Hogg (27), Catterick, to a new, purpose-built wing of the ® Booker Foodservice Ltd has joined sonnel ate six million cans of baked beans and

ment, Pirbright, gave up a weekend to help
the charity Crisis prepare a festive shelter for
London's homeless. They set up the centre in
a warehouse at Dulwich

® The MoD has agreed in the High Court to

£350,000 for knee injuries caused when a
helicopter crashed in Ulster while trying to
avoid a flock of birds.

® From July, acute in-patient services will
transfer from the Duchess of Kent Hospital,

Friarage Hospital at Northallerton. The new
MoD hospital unit will be staffed by military
doctors and their teams currently based at
DKH under a partnership between the
Defence Secondary Care Agency and
Northallerton Health Services NHS Trust.
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forces with the National Farmers Union and
the MoD to support an initiative to supply 100
per cent British beef to Armed Services per-
sonnel in the UK. The company has just com-
pleted the first year of its contract to supply
food to the Services and has revealed that per-
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12 million frozen sausages during that time.

® The box office for the 1999 Royal Tour-
nament, the last in its present form, is now
open. Bookings for the show, from July 20 to
August 2, can be made on 0171 244 0244.

Battle to beat
sexism and
racism hots up

UNDER measures designed to challenge
racist and sexist attitudes in the Army, an
equal opportunities training unit has vis-
ited 70 major and more than 100 minor
units.

While the Tri-Service Equal Opportu-
nities Training Centre opened at Shriven-
ham to offer five-day courses to advisers,
all military personnel will be expected to
attend mandatory sessions on equal
opportunities (EQ) and ethnic monitor-
ing.

The initiatives are part of a three-
pronged attack adopted by the Army last
year. Goals include making the Service
more representative of society and tight-
ening up complaints procedures.

Latest figures show the Army is on
target to sign up two per cent of its
recruits from non-white communities,
rising by one per cent a year to five per
cent of the annual intake.

TEAM OF ROLE MODELS

An ethnic minority recruiting team of
black and Asian soldiers is spreading the
message and an initiative developed in
Brent last vear nearly doubled the
number of enlistments from Greater
London. It is to be used in other parts of
the country.

Women now make up seven per cent of
the Army and 14 per cent of recruits.

Every unit now has an equal opportuni-
ties adviser and the Armed Forces Act has
been amended to give every soldier the
right to appeal to an employment tribunal
if they believe they have been sexually or
racially discriminated against or har-
rassed.

Other safeguards include the establish-
ment of an equal opportunities inquiry
team and a confidential support line (see
Useful numbers below).

Useful numbers

Army Benevolent Fund 0171 581 8684
Army Families Federation 01980 615525
Confidential support lines:

UK 0800 731 4880
Germany 0131 827 395
Cyprus 08091065

Ex-Services Mental Welfare Society
(Combat Stress) 0181 543 6333
Family Escort Service UK 0171 463 9249;
Germany JHQ Mil 2272 or 02161 472272
Gulf Veterans Association 0191 230 1065
RBL's Legionline 0345 725 725
Samaritans 0345 90 90 90

Service Children’s Education 01980
618244

Services Cotswold Centre 01225 810358
SSAFA Forces Help 0171 403 8783
Veterans' Advice Unit 08456 020302
War Pensions Agency 01253 858 858
\WHVS 01235 442954




New assize
system
streamlines
courts
martial

EARLY indications suggest the
Army’s recently-introduced assize
system of administering courts
martial has been a resounding
SUCCESS.

Since it was introduced in the
United Kingdom on June 1 (fol-
lowed by Germany on August
31), more cases have been listed
than previously possible, better
use has been made of court time
and there has been a significant
reduction in the number of offi-
cers required to sit as members of
trials.

The flexibility of the new
system has allowed the Courts-
Martial Administration Office
(CMADO) to re-list trials much
more quickly than in the past.
Where previously this may have
been three to four months ahead,
this has been reduced to four to
six weeks.

STAND-ALONE

Until June, courts martial were
traditionally convened and
administered as stand-alone
trials, each having its own set of
members. The Army’s disciplinary
chain of command remained
involved in the process, acting as
the CMAOQO’s representatives in
court, a practice seen as contrary
to the spirit of new legislation
sponsored by European Commu-
nity human resources.

It was decided to set up eight
courts martial centres in the UK,
Northern Ireland and Germany,
manned by CMAO staff — the
clerks of court — with courts sit-
ting for two to three working
weeks and having cases listed to
them as assize sessions. Since the
change, 131 trials have been held
in the UK, 65 in Germany, and
clerks have worked hard to devel-
op close working relationships
with all involved — judge advo-
cates, prosecutors from the Army
Prosecution Authority, defence
counsels and the accuseds’ units.

One spin-off is that a more pro-
fessional image is being presented
to the outside world. Opportuni-
ties are also available to develop
court management further with
the introduction of witness and
victim support schemes, comple-
menting those already run by the
Royal Military Police.

Feature

Security vet
from the

Personal vetting can be unsettling. Now a new

breed of vetter is bringing a more friendly
face to this most probing of processes

Report: Graham Bound
Pictures: Terry Champion

FOR many years they were Whitchall’s
men in black, shadowy figures working to
keep government secrets safe from black-
mailers, spies and plain old-fashioned
blabber-mouths. The security vetters
seemed to slip into the real
world only when it was nec-
essary to poke around in the
most private recesses of an
employee’s life.

Their image fitted the
spirit of those tense times
perfectly, but as the old
threat from the East came
tumbling down even the
most die-hard Cold War war-
riors accepted that change
was inevitable. It began in
April last year with the re-

A

its creation the new agency commis-
sioned some carefully-targeted
market research. “Clients” and
“subjects” seemed to welcome the
chance to give their opinions. It
quickly emerged that although the
majority recognised the need for vet-
ting, most disliked the sense of secre-
¢y which surrounded
the process and, almost
without exception, they
complained about the
length of time the process
could take.

Previously, acknowledg-
ed Michael Wilson, it could
take up to six months to a get
the green light. “And often
the first indication that you
had failed came when people
stopped talking to you.”

Today’s new friendly vet-

launch of the three separate
Services’ vetting organisa-
tions as a single, modern
agency.

Now, with plans already
announced to move them
away from the grey anonymity of White-
hall to bright new offices in York, the “spy-
catchers” are coming in from the cold.
Stored in their basement, along with
three-quarters of a million personal files,
is their shadowy cloak, revealing staff so
surprisingly normal that they tend to
communicate with the buzz-words of
marketing and public relations.

According to Michael Wilson, the
yvoungish retired Army officer who is the
DVA’s first chief executive, the vetters’
new-found image came from the new
ethos of government. “Becoming an
agency meant becoming more business-
like,” he explained. Fluent in marketing-
speak, he added: “It involved knowing
what the people for whom we work actual-
ly want and encouraging those who are
the subject of our work to confide in us.”
No surprise, then, that within weeks of

Michael Wilson, chief
executive: “Often the first
indication that you had
failed came when people
stopped talking to you”

ters have set out to give their
“clients” and “subjects”
what they want . . . and
early signs are that
they are achieving
this. Feed-back is
being introduced and sub-
jects should soon notice
a significant reduction
in the time it takes

to complete security
checks.

The goal is to provide
lower-level security checking
(SC) — that required by most staff -
well within today’s normal six-week
period. Michael Wilson believes that elec-
tronic storage of defence and security
records, the “on-line” availability of credit
checks and improved facilities for the
agency in York mean that it may soon be
possible to complete basic vetting “while
you wait”.

Clearance for the much smaller number
of staff who need “DV” — developed vet-
ting — to top-secret level will take longer
because field officers need to conduct
detailed interviews with subjects and
character referees who may be widely dis-
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persed around the country or even
overseas. But Michael Wilson insisted
that the typical six months taken to com-
plete checks at this level should be
reduced “by an order of magnitude”.

The chief vetter laughed heartily at the
memory of the way it was, as if consider-
ing a time decades rather than just a few
years ago: “Are you or have you ever been
a member of the Communist Party? So
what! And did your sister ever visit Bul-
garia? Well, what does that matter?”

Evidently, not a jot. But he cautioned
that it would be foolish to think the old
threats have not been replaced with new
ones. There are still countries and organi-
sations which would like access to
Britain’s secrets, and industrial espionage
is a growing threat. Foreign industries
competing with British suppliers in the
highly lucrative defence market can bene-
fit greatly from having a look behind the
closed doors of MoD.
And, crucially, the new spies will still
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Field officer
Brian Bridges,
right, interviews one of
the 60 staff he will vet this year

exploit human frailties. “The day of the
classic ideological spy is largely over,” said
the chief executive. “But ordinary people
can still find themselves with financial,
drink, drug or other personal problems,
which make them vulnerable.”

It seems the day of the old-style interro-
gation is also over. Although probing
interviews with subjects will always be the
first and most essential stage of vetting at
DV level, only those with a really guilty
secret need to worry about the process.

FRIENDLY CHATS

Senior field officer Brian Bridges, a
kindly-faced ex-police detective inspec-
tor, seems almost apologetic about the
need for what he calls “friendly chats”. It
is clear that these days no one gets the
third degree.

Brian is sympathetic: “When we first
make contact with an employee, we try to
establish a rapport and explain that vet-
ting is as much to protect the individual as
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'We vet you didn't |
know these facts
about the DVA

® Every year approximately 8,000
defence staff are vetted.

® Most civilian and military staff are
cleared to the lower “SC” (secret)

level. Far fewer are given “DV”
(developed vetting) clearance, per-
mitting top-secret access.

® The terms “positive vetting”
and “enhanced positive vetting”
are no longer used.

® For SC clearance neither
subjects nor character refer-
ees are normally interviewed
but records which may be
held by MoD, the security ser-
vices, the police and credit
agencies are checked.

® DV clearance involves in-
terviews with the subject and
three or more character refer-
ees as well as the routine
checks required at SC level.

@® Each of the 130 field investi-
gating officers will handle up to six
cases at a time, screening around
60 staff in a year.

® Army staff make up 25 per cent of

the DVA's work, but soldiers require
vetting only if they are employed by
“sensitive” units such as the Intelli-
gence Corps.

® Some staff may be vetted only
once every ten years, but younger
people facing frequent changes in

ktheir jobs are vetted more often.

it is to protect the country. If we know
everything we need to know about an
employee, even the things that they are
less than proud of, then there is less
chance of them coming under pressure.”

Things “they are less than proud of”
may include sexual matters. Extra-marital
affairs may once have routinely triggered
alarm bells, but such matters are now
considered to be largely a person’s own
business. The same goes for homosexual-
ity. Nevertheless, being open and honest
can remove any threat of blackmail.

No one can sensibly argue that vetting
is enjoyable, but in the new spirit of the
times it does not need to be the preserve
of the paranoid, littered with traps into
which normally decent people will fall.
“We really just want to establish staff are
sensible and reliable people,” said Brian
Bridges. “That’s all.”

One wonders what John le Carré might
think about the new vetters, because
Smiley’s people they ain’t.
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Barbarians run

amok

Combined Services 20
Barbarians 51

THE Barbarians spent the
morning hedge-hopping in an
RAF Chinook between
Portsmouth and Tidworth and
then clanking their way across
Salisbury Plain in armoured
vehicles, courtesy of The Royal
Dragoon Guards. It was to be
hoped the attempt to nobble the
enemy would, at the very least, leave the
Barbarian players a little unwell, writes
Roger Thompson.

But they emerged from their Services
experience positively bubbling and could
talk of nothing else.

Indeed, they went on bubbling into the
evening and scored nine tries against the
Combined Services in a match that pro-
duced a feast of rugby.

Both scratch sides showed considerable
ingenuity and skill, with the professional
players ultimately winning a contest which
was, for large passages of play, more even
than the score suggests.

The Barbarians, captained by the mer-
curial Dave Scully (of World Cup Sevens
fame) chose a side with 11 internation-
als, the stars of the night being Gareth

Wyatt (Pontypridd and Whales) and m
h“ ® now a regular fixture for the Tuesday

Taumalolo, the Ebbw Vale and Tonga
fly half. Wyatt scored four tries as

Break-out: CS find a way through Baa-baa’s line

the Barbarians ran the ball fast and wide
from the opening minute. By half-time the
visitors had established a 3-24 lead.

The Services, without the six interna-
tionals on World Cup duty or injured,
stuck to their guns. As might be expected
in such a fluid game, the Services scored
tries through their backs, Capt Howard
Graham and Gnr Rory Greenslade-Jones.
Graham kicked a penalty and a conver-
sion,

With ten minutes to go the score was
20-41, which would have been a fair full-
time reflection of the ebb and flow.

The tide, however, came in fully in the
last few minutes as Wyatt again fizzed
down the left wing and under the posts for

his final try.

The Remembrance Day match,
sponsored by Lambert Fenchurch, is

nearest Armistice Day.

Up for it: Combined Services players raise their game in line-out action with the Barbarians

SHORTS

Big is best, but only just

QUEENS Avenue, Aldershot may not
have the ambience of the West Stand car
park at Twickenham on an international
day, but seldom could there have been a
better game of rugby played at the home
of the British Army than when the
Under-21 side took on Surrey’s Under-
21s, writes Tom Wye.

When the two teams ran on to the
pitch one could have been excused for
thinking that Surrey had eaten the
whole county’s supply of Shredded
Wheat — they were huge. Before the first
whistle blew it was obvious the smaller
Army team would have to play out of
their skins to contain the giants visiting
Hampshire for the day. This was the
game of the season and everybody,
including the opposition thought the
Army side had performed well enough
to have won. The final score was 36-28,
but it was the visitors who were most
relieved when the referee called a halt.

Close, but no cigar

IT was the same old story for the Army’s
Under-21 rugby side when they took on
a formidable Kent team at the home of
the Royal Engineers at Chatham and
were beaten 13-24. Kent fielded a, phys-
ical side with a heavy pack but the Army
more than held their own in the tight. It
was the second and third phases which
caused the problems and allowed Kent
to score. This was yet another game the
Army could have won, and the visitors
were generous to admit during the post-
match dinner that had the game gone on
for a further ten minutes they would
have lost it. That has been the story of
every Army Under-21 game this season.

Road to success

ARMY basketball players have an extra
bounce in their stride after landing
£5,000 sponsorship from Eddie Stobart
International. The road haulage firm
has a long association with the Army
and is under contract with the MoD to
carry food and supplies across Europe
to support soldiers in Bosnia.

Last season the Army men’s team won
all the Services’ championships and the
premier amateur tournament in the
country, the Caister championships.
The women’s team also won the Com-
bined Services title and the Bracknell
international tournament.

A new Army basketball facility being
built at Grantham is scheduled to be
ready in time to host the Inter-Services
championships in March.
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LT COL Robbie Robinson guided
the RLC to victory in the Inter-Corps
squash championships at Winches-
ter. More than 130 Servicemen and
women in 20 teams took part in 114
matches and 570 rubbers in the space
of three days.

Maj (Retd) Rupert Ross-Hurst,
secretary of the Army Squash Rack-
ets Association, said: “The champi-
onships next
year will
again be at
| Winchester.
However the T eccamly,
millennium cham- v
pionships will be the opener for our
new squash centre at Aldershot.

“There is no better way to christen
the venue than for this super festival
of squash to be played there. Perhaps
someone will knock the RLC off the
perch.”

SSgt Gary Clarke (REME) won the
Combined Services individual squash
championships at HMS  Temeraire,

Hot-shot victory

Winning ways: SSgt Gary Clarke

Portsmouth. The other individual
champions were: women'’s open, WO2
Michelle Quaife (REME (V)); U-25,
Cfn Lenny Westover (SEAE).

Leading runners at the annual cross-coun-
try championships of the Adjutant Gener-
al's Corps at Worthy Down have something
to celebrate after receiving their trophies
from WO2 Rod Finch, who represented the
United Kingdom in the 5,000 metres at the
1998 European championships, when he
came 15th.

From left to right are WO1 Dave Eccles,
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Runners raise cups of joy

from the Joint Arms Control Implementa-
tion Group, men's veterans’ champion; Cpl
Louise Bunch, Army Training Regiment
Winchester, women’s senior champion;
WO2 Rod Finch, attached to 7 Para RHA;
Pte Jenny Hodgins, AGC Centre Worthy
Down, women'’s junior champion; and WO2
Paul Buckley, attached to 7 Para RHA, the
men’s senior champion.

Defeat avenged

THE Royal Navy avenged last season’s
defeat by the Army at Plymouth with a
storming performance in the South
West Counties football championship at
Aldershot. The Royal Navy contingent
may have felt a little embarrassed at the
4-1 scoreline — only the second time in
60 years the Army has conceded four
goals to the RN — but they did their best
not to show it.

In their opening game in the South
West tournament, the Army thrashed
Hampshire 6-0.

® Honours were even in the annual
fixture between the Army and the TA at
Aldershot, with the final score 1-1.

Naafi's £25,000 boost

NAAFT has again supplied the goods,
this time for women’s football in the
Services. Over the next five years, Naafi
is to sponsor the sport with a donation
of £25,000 to help develop the first
women’s Inter-Services tournament a
and Combined Services structure.

® The Army women'’s squad travelled
to Lancing to tackle Sussex in the South
West Counties Championship but were
comprehensively beaten 12-2 by a much
more experienced side.

Royal reward

STUDENTS from the Army School of
Education received a royal reward for
their efforts in winning the Services
team prize in the Building Industry
Windsor half- marathon. They were
presented with their prize by the Duke
of Edinburgh. The team, nicknamed
The Zoomers, was made up of students
on the potential officer development
course based at the Adjutant General’s
Corps Centre, Worthy Down.

World beaters

AN EIGHT-man team from 29 Cdo
Regt RA knocked 15 minutes off the
world record for a military marathon.
Carrying 401b of kit and wearing T-
shirts, denims and boots, they cruised
home in a time of 4hr 19min.

Strike force

THE Army ten-pin bowling champi-
onships will take place on February 26-
28 at the Merrion Centre, Leeds.
Serving personnel, dependants, mem-
bers of the TA and veterans are eligible.
Entry forms are available from Cpl Pass-
field on Marchwood Mil (727) 8336.



Seconds out: Sgt Neil McCallum

Boxing coach
squares up
to challenge

THE man whose job it is to create a new
squad for the millennium is a former
international with more than 20 years’
ring experience.

Sgt Neil McCullum told Soldier he
started boxing as a civilian in 1978 at
the age of 11.

“In 1983 | joined the Royal Corps of
Transport as a junior leader. My Army
boxing career started when | entered
the junior championships and won. |
was coached by Mick Gannon, who did
so much for Army boxing.”

McCallum was Combined Services’
champion four times at flyweight and
twice at bantamweight. He also
reached the English semi-finals of the
Amateur Boxing Association champi-
onships and was selected for England.
“I never lost in an England vest,” he
said.

BARCELONA

McCallum was in the squad for the
Barcelona Olympics in 1992, but in the
end Britain did not send anyone from
his weight division.

“It was always my career ambition
that when | retired from boxing | would
join the PT corps to gain experience
and then become the Army boxing
coach.”

The training regime is demanding,
with a mix of technical skills and phys-
ical work.

“We get a lot of people saying that
boxers have it easy,” McCallum said.

“They think squad members go away
for six or seven months and all they do
is box. | say to them ‘come here for a
week and you will soon want to gut
back to your own battalion’.”

Hungry hearts have

appetites for victory

They may be novices,
but the new faces in
the Army squad have
the potential to be
tomorrow's champs

Report: Anthony Stone

WHEN former international boxer Sgt
Neil McCallum quit the ring, he had two
ambitions. The first was to become the
Army boxing coach and the second was to
build a new squad for the millennium.

The Army Sport Control Board has
granted him his first wish and now he is
working hard to accomplish the second.

Sgt McCallum has a clean canvas on
which to paint the big picture.

“With the exception of Gdsm Kevin
Short for Wales and Cpl Chris Bessey for
England, all the internationals who were
here last year have gone. They are either
out of the Army or are concentrating on
their Army careers,” McCallum told Sol-
dier at the Maida Gym, Aldershot.

Army boxing is in the final rounds of a
spectacularly successful era. Bessey has
just won the Commonwealth light-mid-
dleweight title and Short is rated just
behind him in the Great Britain rankings.
This winning formula has been, to a large
extent, the legacy of former coach Mick
Gannon and his successors.

SCOUTING

Now the hard work of finding new
champions has begun. McCallum, a grade
one referee, does not wait for talent to
walk through the doors . . . he spends a lot
of time out scouting.

“If you are boxing for your regiment you
might have a lot of potential, but if no one
sees you, you are not going to progress,” he
said.

“My main ambition now is to get the
novice championships sorted. Within the
next three years [ want to have every boxer
who comes out of the blue corner to be
from the Army novice championships. We
will not have ABA champions or captains
of England or people going to the Com-
monwealth Games until we have these
people coming through.”

New boys: front row, left to right, assistant
coach Cpl Olly Ollerhead (1 Kings), coach
Sgt Neil McCallum (APTC).

Second row: Gdsm Elliot Dutton (1 Gren
Gds), LCpl Lee Spare (3 Regt AAC), Pte Joe
Briggs (1 PWO), Pte Naz Sarwar (23 PFA),
Pte Danny Reynolds (1 PWO), Spr lan
Goodwin (22 Eng Regt) Pte Frankie Kerr (A
and SH), LCpl Mark McMahon (1 PWO).

Third row: Pte Joe Brammer (2 Para), Pte
Steve Parr (2 LI), LCpl Eddie Kahlow (1

At the moment there are 25 boxers in
the squad, but the figure goes up and down
as soldiers fail to make the grade and
return to their units and others come in.

“There are a lot of new faces,” said
McCallum. “That is why the standard of
Army boxing at the moment is at novice
level. In my time they were mostly open
class boxers, virtually all of them interna-
tionals.

“Most of these lads have not been in the
Army team before. I'm the new coach with
new ideas so this is a great opportunity
because the lads are not set in other coach-
es’ ways.

“All these lads are willing to learn and
keen and eager to be champions. They are
hungry for it and they have some excellent
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PWRR), LCpl John Tedford (1 Kings), LCpl
Davey Phillips (2 Para), LBdr Jimmy McCal-
lion (47 Regt RA), Pte Lav Lavery (1
Cheshire), Pte Danny Castle (1 R Anglican).
Back row: ATPR Lee Potter (3 Regt AAC),
LCpl Jimmy Swindells (1 PWRR), Pte Matt
Hannan (1 DWR), Pte Frosty Frost (27 Regt
RLC) Pte Riddler Paisley (27 Regt RLC). Pte
Meatball Johannson (1 DWR), LCpl Woody
Woodgate (RLC), LBdr John lliffe (7 Para
RHA) Pictures: Mike Weston

role models to look up to.” Foremost
among these is Chris Bessey. In an age
when professional boxing has often
brought the sport into disrepute, the Royal
Logistic Corps corporal epitomises the
skills of a classic era.

“If you want to win championships you
have to box like Bessey. He has a very
upright style, a very English style. He hits
but doesn’t get hit. That’s the whole object
of boxing.”

McCallum believes boxing has an
important contribution to make to the
Army and sport in general.

“It teaches the lads to control aggression
and gets them working as a team. It makes
them more disciplined, fitter and prouder
soldiers,” he said.
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og‘ Redcoat’s
adventures

ARMY yacht Redcoat, crewed by soldiers
from the 1st Battalion, The King’'s Regi-
ment, put up a highly creditable perfor-
mance in the Cowes-Falmouth-Lisbon
race. The 11 crewmen took their Sigma 38
to second place in its class in the first leg
of the race, and the boat was the fourth of
its class across the line at Lisbon.

A second Army boat, Longbow, joined
the second leg of the race and finished

fifth in class. The trip home was not so
straightforward. Crews were changed in
Lisbon and the return voyages were
intended to be opportunities for more
leisurely adventurous training.

But both yachts were serious damaged
in a storm while crossing the Bay of
Biscay and were forced to run for the shel-
ter of the Spanish coast where repairs
were carried out.

‘Sword sails west to
make up lost time

THANKS to a start seriously delayed by
storm damage and a leaking hull, the
Army’s round-the-world racing vacht
Broadsword, trailed behind the other two
Nicholson 55 boats as they crossed the
Atlantic to Antigua.

But the Army crew’s grim determina-
tion to make up for lost time and an
imaginative and bold tactical gamble
from their skipper Pete Battley enabled
Broadsword to close the gap considerably.

The normal route to the Caribbean
involves an initial south-westerly course
towards the Canaries and Cape Verde
Islands before turning west and picking
up the trade winds. As Army race organ-
iser Capt John Broadley explained it, the
skipper “cut off the biggest corner in the
world” by turning west well before the
islands. The gamble paid off when

favourable winds were found, and
Broadsword reduced its distance from the
other two boats from around 800 miles to
400 miles.

But the Royal Air Force and Royal
Navy boats still enjoyed their head start,
duelling with each other for much of the
crossing. Early on December 9 the
Navy’s Adventure crossed the line in
Antigua. The Royal Air Force’s Racer fol-
lowed just a few hours later. Broadsword
was expected to finish several days later.

Visit the website at www.jsastc.org for
the latest on the Services’ most ambitious
ever sailing race.

As Soldier went to press, plans were in
hand for the start of the next leg of the
race to Panama on December 29. This
time Army sailors are hoping for a trou-
ble-free start and a real stab at victory.

Picture: Beken

®



@

Picture: HQBF Gibraltar

Cpl John MacDonald of The King's Own
Scottish Borderers nails Cpl Alex Perkis (5
AB Bde) to the mat during the Army judo
squad tour to Gibraltar. The tour aimed to
foster links between Service judo and the
Gibraltar Judo Federation, and also with
Spanish clubs. The Army hopes to plan
similar trips in future.

Results of the Army novice team and
individual judo championships at Alder-
shot: team championships, 22 Regt RA;

individual under 66kg, Gnr Shane Clash (22
Regt RA); under 73kg, Cfn Mark Joynes
(SEAE); under 81kg, LCpl lan Barke (5 Regt
AAC); under 90kg, LCpl Dean Alderton (22
Regt RA); novice women’s individual
champion, Gnr Helen Taylor (32 Regt RA);
intermediate individual under 66kg, LCpl
Derek Gibb (1 KOSB); under 73kg, Cfn Mark
Joynes (SEAE); under 81kg, Pte Daniel
Tullet (3 Para); under 90kg, LCpl Daniel
Mitchell (2 PWRR).

T - TN
Top drivers put fizz

in Magnum Spirit

THE best drivers in the Army had a
chance to show what they could do when
they took part in Exercise Magnum Spirit
98. Organised by the British Army Motor-
ing Association and hosted by 21 Engi-
neer Regiment, the exercise is in its 20th
year and is the Army’s premier driver
training event.

The action took place near Osnabriick,
Germany and arttracted 180 entrants in
two-man crews. Above all a military exer-
cise, Magnum Spirit fielded Army and
Royal Air Force teams from the Regulars
and the Reserves. It also attracted Danish
Army competitors for the first time for
many years, along with military teams
from Germany and the Netherlands.

Far from being a rally, Magnum Spirit
was a searching test of driving and navi-
gating skills over several hundred kilome-
tres. Among the leading lights contesting

the top trophies was Sgt Tim Line (14
Regt RA), a runner-up in 1997. He and
team-mate LCpl Paddy Neill (14 Sig
Regt) picked up the overall first prize.
WO2 John Bibby and Capt Ian Licence,
both REME and based in Cyprus, took
the second expert prize.

Contestants were put through their
paces in a series of on- and off-road trials,
including day and night navigation phases
over 200km circuits around Osnabriick, as
well as cross-country orienteering and
command tasks on the rugged Achmer
training area.

Among the command tests facing dri-
vers was the water-torture event, calling
for a steady hand and ultra-careful driving
as crews inched their way round a bumpy
track holding a tray of water out of the
window, with points lost for every drop
spilled.

SHORTS

Crusaders cut down

TWO goals each from LCpl Dave Hope
and Cfn Craig Wall were enough for the
Army to overcome a dogged
performance from the officers’ football
club, the Crusaders, at the Military
Stadium, Aldershot. Crusaders manager
Maj Kevin Clarke could field a squad of
only 12 players and the superior fitness
of the Army side reduced the second half
to almost one-way traffic. Clarke made
some superb saves to keep the score
down to 4-0.

Top of the world

TWO soldiers have joined the big guns
in the world powerlifting championships
by winning gold medals. LBdr Mike
McDermot (14 Regiment RA) and SSgt
Steve Grey (APTC, attached 39
Regiment RA), represented Great
Britain in the championships held in
Graz, Austria.

McDermot won the 52kg class of the
open powerlifting events, which includes
all three disciplines of squat, bench press
and deadlift. Grey lifted 16 stone to win
the world bench press title in the 56kg
category.

Loggies take to slopes
ONE of the most popular military ski
championships of the year will take place
from February 6 to 20 in Ruhpolding,
the site of the German national biathlon
stadium. The RLC championships are
expected to attract more than 350
competitors from 30 regiments across
the corps.

There will be Nordic and Alpine
events, culminating in a gruelling 20km
patrol race. The championships will be
sponsored by BAX Global.

Tug of war goes indoors

THE Army indoor tug of war
championships at Aldershot were
dominated by 4 R Irish, who swept the
board, with 26 Regt RA runners-up in
each weight division. Maj (Retd) Dick
Field, secretary of Army tug of war,
said: “It was very encouraging to see the
new lads from 1 RSME giving their all. I
predict a bright future for them in the
years to come.”

There are a few remaining places for
the Combined Services Tug of War
Association coaches’ and judges’ courses
from March 12 to14 at Tidworth.
Contact Joe Flowers on Tidworth Mil
(748) 2067.

Half-marathon date
The 1999 Army half-marathon
championships will be run within the
Fleet half marathon on March 21.
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MOFFATS SCHOOL THE

for BOYS & GIRLS 4to 13 +

A happy family school in beautiful countryside DUKE OF YORI{5 S

on the SHROPSHIRE/WORCESTERSHIRE border
proud of our long association with Service families ROYAL MILI TARY SCHOOL

® Over 90% of our pupils are full boarders
* Small classes; high all-round achievement without stress
* Expert help and support for dyslexia and other special needs ‘ ¥
® Classwork balanced by many activities incl. music, art & drama D O ER
* All games and riding taught in our 100-acre grounds
* Qur own escorts to and from major stations and all U.K. airports

+ Hodpitality and fun for children in at half-terms and exenty @ For the sons and daughters of members and retired
* INTELLIGENCE CORPS SCHOLARSHIP & SERVICE BURSARIES members of the British Army, RAF and RN/RM.
Kinlet Hall ca 8 @ 495 - -

: 35 pupils 11+ to 18 all boarders, 110 Sixth Formers.
Nr Bewdley Tel: (01299) 841230 ¢ puF ‘

Wores DY 12 3AY @ Caring family atmosphere.

@ Pupil : Teacher ratio 10 : 1. Average class size 16.

® Excellent record in GCSE, GCE A Level, Advanced

ST JOHN,S SCHOOL, vocational courses and in the numbers entering
SIDMOUTH university.

@ Subsidised fee of £285 per term whether serving or

retired.
One of the best kept secrets of the . .
West Count ® Ask about the value added dimension to our academic
b 4 work.
A Prep School with Further enquiries to:
‘a proven track record’ Hendiik
(Sunday Times) The Duke of York’s School
Family care and attention Doves C1 TSN

Phone: (01304) 245024
Fax: (01304) 245019
E-mail: duke@easynet.co.uk

where each individual counts

Our realistic costs reflect our respect

for
fami, va’ues. SR A # SO
For just £2,350 per term you get :
o small classes E
o a wide activity programme .
o excellent facilities
o expert care and attention
o first class results
Our prospectus gives you further details. Please fax, T - i
write or ring the school at: St John’s School, Broadway, W€ O_ﬁ el y ou p ersonda [ service
Sidmouth, Devon, EX10 8RG. B : B
Tel: 01395 513984, Fax: 01395 514539 . and guaranteed satisfaction
St John's is a registered chcn:ity No278884 and exists to provide
education for children U K Tel: Ol l 3 282 6 1 02
Fax: 0113 282 1457
PHOENIX WORLD BAOR tel: 05751 15087
A full range of pewter and “cold BAOR mobile 0171 5261340
cast bronze” figurines to suit your J
needs. 3
COMMISSIONS ACCEPTED
Send cr d Cheque/P.O. with order or |
s | | NIEO -
PHOENIX WORLD REPRODUCTIONS
- 437 Valley Drive, Gravesend, %; YOUR PERSONAL TAILOR
MR115 Kent DA12 5UE ] ) o
(25¢m) Tel: Gravesend (01474) 365511. . Van Dungie House, Meynell Avenue, Rothwell, Leeds LS26 ONU.

£55.93 Fax: (01474) 537166. .‘).’RF(“T(}H.S‘-KKr&'nm'm van D.'.r.n..:::.r'. .l'..'.??n:ui. Lilian van Dungie (sec).

sEsRETTE
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call the mem e
happy to help.

For example:-

34cm colour Philips TV/Vi
combination. On-screen d
auto install, sleep and wake-up
timer. ‘ in England and Wales, which have been improved

Annington Homes offers a wide range of two,

three, four and five bedroom properties

5 and upgraded to varying standards. These houses
Members’ Club Price:£229 ca i

were built when homes

had more space . . . inside and out.
Philips CD Clock Radio, stereo
sound, search and SFOD functions. We offer former and serving members of the forces,
Wake-up by CD, radio or buzzer
with 24-hour alarm reset.

preview information, forces preview days and special

military discounts.

Members’ Club Price:£89

For further information and to register your interest,

please telephone

e ,g]sudcl)?»utle_r Er}duro mé:#ntain
B e e oy kil 0171 940 2318

gears.
Members’ Club Price:£170 ANNINGTON -

HOMES
For St 2} [4:{Members’ Club latest
products, latest prices

call 08707 20 11 02 “Bringing Homes 2o [ife”
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COMPETITION 686

Frank Finch has made ten
changes in detail to one of
his drawings taken from our
archive, Circle the differ-
ences in the lower image, cut
out the whole panel, add
your name and address and
send to HOAY 686, Soldier,
Ordnance Road, Aldershot,
GU11 2DU by January 29,

A photocopy is acceptable,
but only one entry per person
may be submitted.

Do not include anything
else in your envelope.

First correct entry drawn
after the closing date will win
£100; the second and third
will receive £10 gift vouch-
ers. No correspondence can
be entered into.

The names of the winner
and runners-up will be
announced in'the March
issue.

(Name : (Give initials and rank or title) B
\ v,
(Address : W
NG J

weighing machine; top brick in wall.

No 684 (Nov 98): First correct entry drawn was from Mrs S
Wood, 2 Bn REME, BFPO 38, who wins £100. Runners-up Mr J
Wood, of Richmond, N Yorks, and Mr Victor Palmer, of Welling,
Kent, each receive a £10 gift voucher. The ten differences were:
right-hand window; woman’s hat; car seat and running board;
soldier’s ear, sleeve; top left corner, “G” and coin return of

. o
| Take out a new subscription in January and i
; > receive a free Soldier magazme binder ;
| ’GlFT Subscribe to &) o) |91 |
E Magazine of the British Army 5
i UK Oneyear £23.000 BFPO Onevyear £13.800 OVERSEAS Oneyear £32.2004 i
i Two years £40.00 O Two years £60.000 E
i Send your cheque/PO (made (PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS) i
i\ payable to "SOLDIER") to: NAME: A i
| SOLDIER, |
| Ordnance Road, ADDRESS: :
i Aldershot, :
| Hants . i
| IPEERAVY POSTCODE: TEL: o v A
SOLDIER January1999




Finely crafted statuettes |

of your regiment |
HAND-PAINTED OR BRONZE FINISH.
Historical & Contemporary. 8 Scale.
Cavalry, Guards, .’nfurnn\ ('u\(.'!' Marines ...

Highlanders
Argvlls, P it
al Green Jackets. 95th Rifles
’.u ! Corps, Ror m\lt ines et

- E l((ﬁ(’H." Gifts, P.'(\(.'Iu’d.’.’rm
“ Pieces and for Collectors

Send to: Armorial Arts FREEPOST,
TK2225, Teddington, Middx. TW11 8BR
Tel: 0181-977 7990

CARICA'&RES

Kee |

— 3 GROUPS
T3 & SINGLES
4 g{&\ from photos
¥ ) ON-THE-SPOT
at your event
by, vsimy 'vr.-\:":\‘:'l“' s
”‘ :{ http://www.caricature.co.uk
e-mail:rick@caricature.co.uk

NOWIN - NO

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

SERVICE PERSONNEL HAVE EXACTLY
THE SAME RIGHTS AS
-

CIVILIANS WHEN IT
COMES TO
COMPENSATION

® All Personal Injuries
@ RTA Driver/Passenger
® Criminal Injuries

@ Industrial Injuries/Diseases/Deafness/RS.|
@ Includes all Service personnel and their
families, at home or abroad.

J.Arnold & Company

Tyson House, 29 High Street,
Heckmondwicke,
‘West Yorkshire WFI16 0JA
Tel/Fax: 00 44 1924 411121

0800 214086

The History of the London Regiment Video
(inc Presentation of Colours 1997)

Ice buckets, plaques, ties, etc,
Also prints of Regimental Colours.

SAE for price list to:
Regimental Accountant,
The London Regiment,

27 St John's Hill,
Battersea,
LONDON SWI1 ITT.

Tel: 0171 9243122 Fax: 0171 414 3494

We don't give ORDERS

The Samaritans

0345 90 90 90

Tel/fax:

MILITARY =
MARKETING INTERNATIGNA

REGIMENTAL SHIELDS, PLAQUES AND SHIELDCLOCKS

In good company with most Regiments and Corps of the British Army. we made yowr Shields
for the Falklands, the Guif and now Bosnia and Croatia and most other UN locations
Let us design your Regimental and Operational Shields.
Write for a full colour brochure to:
Military Marketing International, 74 -77 Steward Street,
Ladywood, Birmingham. BA18 7AF.
0121 454 5393
Minium order 25 shields — £10.95. No VAT outside the UK. Shieldclocks — £18.50

Hatcher Rogerson

Solicitors

Tel: 01948 663035
We offer

25 St. Mary’s Street, Whitchurch, Shropshire SY13 IRZ
Fax: (1948 662300
a comprehensive range of legal services, including
representation before Courts Martial, Magistrates’ Court and Crown Court
for all criminal prosecutions including motoring offences.
Other services include advice and representation on family
and matrimonial issues, such as divorce and separation.
We also deal with personal injury claims resulting out of motor accidents or
accidents at work and general contractual disputes.
Offices also at 5 Mill Street, Wem, Shropshire SY4 SEL
and
25 Castle Street, Shrewsbury, Shropshire SY1 1DA
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FORCES AND
EX-SERVICE PERSONNEL

Do you suffer from:
Wounds, diseases, noise deafness,
injuries or any other conditions as a
result of your service?

You may be entitled to

COMPENSATION

To find out if you qualify, contact:

Thorn Compensation Services Ltd
Tel: 0500 222 022 (Freephone)

Marsh House, 92a Marshland Road,
Moorends, Doncaster DN8 4SZ

MINIATURE MEDALS
Return of post Service
Example of prices:-
CB: £32; CBE: £20; MC/DCM/MM/QGM: £12;
OBE/MBE/BEM: £10; MSM: £10; LS &GC: £7;
Coronation/Jubilee Medal: £9; UN Cyprus: £6;
UN Bosnia: £6; Nato (ltor) medal with clasp.

£7; S/Atlantic + rosette: £7.50; GSM G.VI.R.
with clasp: £10; CSM with clasp: £7.50; Gult
Medal with clasp: £7.50; Second War Stars:
£2.50 each; Defence/War Medals: £5 each.
Miniature Mounting Bars for D.LY. mounting :1
space - £1.10; 2 - £1.20; 3-£1.30;4 - £1.40; 5
-£1.50;6-£1.60; 7-£1.70; 8- £1.90; 9- £2.30;
10 - £2.50 plus 17.5% V.A.T. and £1 postage.
e 7-day medal mounting service for
full-size and miniatures in both ‘ordinary’ and
‘court’ style
@ Wire Blazer Badges @ Mess Kit Badges
@ Display Cases, medal ribbon, mounting
bars, ribbon bars, eic
FULL-SIZE MEDALS SUPPLIED
Please write for quotation
Send for comprehensive catalogue to the
Medal Specialists
(26p stamp appreciated)
MINIATURE MEDALS
P.O. BOX 4, HINCKLEY
LEICESTERSHIRE LE10 32T

Telephone: (01455) 239262

Former Yugoslavia: £7.50; Accumulated CSM:|

For officers or other ranks.
With or without unit
designation.
also

Any quantlty suppl:ed
S.A.E. for price list

Lancashire Embroidery
& Insignia Ltd
Knowsley Industrial
Park North, Kirkby,
Liverpool L33 7SA.
Phone: 0151-546 51612
Fax: 0151-549 1128

 LODGE HILL
SADDLE CLUB

TRAINING CENTRE FOR ALL
STANDARDS OF RIDING TUITION

INDOOR & OUTDOOR SCHOOLS
VACANCIES AVAILABLE FOR FULL &
WORKING LIVERY
AT COMPETITIVE TERMS
BHS ACCREDITED

Q1 634 255775 Chatham Mil: 2618 (Hoo, Kent)

N

J

50
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e g A =ANIRTA |
| MICHAEL JAY m 198 SW Ms
@ Exclusive HAND CUT -aHIn st EATSHI
TAILORING SPECIALIST SUPPLIER OF PRINTED |
AND EMBROIDERED GARMENTS ;
/ SEND NOW FOR OUR t&’;é»\
PRICE L1sT 29N

Our unbeatable
MESS DRESS "

offer )

INCLUDES o NOTTINGHAM SCREEN PRINTS
- | 10 PARK ROAD, WOODTHORPE
14 day Make or N NOTTINGHAM NG5 4HR

48 hr EXPRESS
Lowest prices |

TEL: 0115 9676262 FAX: 0115 9263599

® Best fit PBINTED & EMBROIDERED
& Highest quality Printed. T-shirts, pens, Norwegian army shirls, mugs 7  UNBEATABLE

and other items printed for you by ex - military
personnel who know your requirements.

Unprinted Norwegian Army shirts — £16.50.

*eg: 50

nted T -shirts, Screenprint Direct Ltd

B Rest payment terins

Local ages

DEALS for

242 Wellington Road

— lour print
As our cu. £1.90 eact

Wat BR ergr?;r;:

] IRMIN

The service is simply unbeatable . mtact us N 0 B20 20L
TOMO BUSINESS PARK STOWMARKET i Con Tel: 0721 331 4334

* Excluding screens, VAT an: Fec 0121 331 4334

CLOTHING AND GIFTS

r BE BATTLE READY!

You can be better prepared and equipped with SASS
UNIQUE military clothing and equipment.
. i FOR THOSE WHO DEMAND

THE BEST AND KNOW
THE DIFFERENCE.

For your FREE
36 page colour catalogue
write or telephone

«H SPECIAL AIR-SEA SERVICES
St. George's Works, St. George's
Quay, Lancaster,

Lancashire LA1 5QJ

Telephone (01524) 64204

A A e — . |
ey
maZbDa

Tax Free Sales

* Immediate delivery on most models
* Full UK spec * Low,/no deposit finance
* Part exchange * Continental /UK delivery
Demio from £7,600 \
* MX5 from £10,999 * 626 from £10,199 1 SN
The All New 323 from £8,549

EXCLUSIVE EXPORT AGENT FOR BFG
AND BENELUX ON BEHALF OF MAZDA

POOL AUTOS
7020 Mons, Belgium

Tel: (65) 728836 Fax: (65) 724467
Serving the Services since 1968

Please forward details on:
323[] 6261 MX3[] MX5[] MX6[] Xedos[]

Demio [ ] Other makes[].........................LHD/RHD . lam interested in
. Part-exchange details .
. Country of use

For eithéf UK TX PAl
or TAX FREE EXPORT

contact Peugeot’s No. I supplier to HM Forces.

For your FREE INFORMATION PACK on how to
purchase a new Peugeot at SPECIAL PRICES call
Colin Clubley on U ¥ 653434 or write:

MILITARY SALES

o o o i i i A i sl

UK Tel.
01980 600400

Name ........................cccoeeeie.Rank ...
Address

................................................................ F“EEP“O"E -i
...................... T msrm':\cmu Germany 0130-8544-96 §
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RETAIL PRECE: £22%
ON YOUR WRIST £1%7
IN YOUR POCKET £256)

A PRIVILEGED OFFER FOR SOLDIER MAGAZINE READERS.
EXTRA £25 DISCOUNT INCLUDING
L FREE POSTAGE & PACKAGING TOTAL PRICE £110.

Designed for a man of action, for whom exact timing is everything, this superb
Chroncgraph is now available direct from the manufacturer, at the amazingly
low price of £135, a saving of £390 on the retail price of xe
£525. So how can we make such an offer? The answer is
beautifully simple. We have no middleman to pay. No
retail overheads to pay. And not the usual mark-up to

make, which on luxury items can be as much as 250%
We just make beautiful watches, beautifully simple to buy

Gentleman's Chronograph Available in Blue and Yellow Dials with = Hours * Minutes
Seconds + 1/20th of Seconds * Solid Steel Case and Bracelet with heavy concealed Security

Clasp with Logo Features: Calendar + Rotating Bezel * Waterproof to 100 metres
(328ft) » Screw Down Crown + Individual Issue Number Plus a 5 Year Movement Warranty.

Credlt Card Hu!lme u1a1 343 ?m Smn days a week. Please qunle cude ICUSM 1 99

Pieaserushme | enclose a cheque made payable to Direct Mail Services Ltd., for £ nc
(state quantity)  Free Postage and Packing
] a— :
u OR debit my credit card No. s @ E
Blue Dial T T T =y
’— For £ Start Date Expiry Da
Yellow Dial
Name Telephone
Address
Postcode ZCOSM/1/88

Direct Mail Services Limited, 830 High Road, Finchley, London N12 9RT. Fax: 0181 343 9209
e.mail: sales@zeitner.com

MARQUEE FOR HIRE

This superior regimental marquee is:
@ Luxurious @ Versatile

€ Trouble-free
and i mexpenswe to hire.

15 for 1999

I nterested ? Plea e;contact
Captain Jeanette Critchell on
Civ: 01243 388206 or Mil: 729 8206.

ATTENTION
*EUTURE POST"

Future Fost offers you the opportunity to have all your
cards, for all occasions during the next year, delivered on
your behalf, with your transferred sighature and greeting.

ldeal for the busy serviceman or woman who is
otherwise occupied with day-to-day responsibilities.

No minimum order.

For FREE brochure and order form, please telephone our
order form hotline (24Hrs) on 0181 321 0660

Remember Valentine's - February 14th*

2 began on lst

A

;nm

w bemg accepted \
h is medal by responding
order one as a gift for a friend OF rel

Please send cheques or postal qﬁcrs
made payable to “DPS Awards” to:

DPS Awards, PO BOX 6961,
Bromsgrove, B61 0JA.
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4 i_n f P J o Q "(J ...the ultimate Forces watch

Reputed to be the easiest
watch in.the world to read -
in Iow.'hght condltlonﬁ.,. 2

‘\

L Z

e

®‘ for details tele
self-acttgexght; \o 7 00 0 8 ZZ 3 2

\ \'-}?',:_-;., FAX: 07000 86 26 36

AR A A A I TR AT



BRUNO
THE MILITARY BEAR

‘Bruno’ is a traditional 16" Bear, who comes dressed in
Combat Kit, with face veil, webbing belt and beret,
complete with vour cap badge

‘Bruno’ is currently available for all regiments and corps ot
the British Armv (less Gurkha units)

To order Bruno: Please send Cheques/P.O./Credit Card No. (incl. L\]‘lr\ LIJILI
for £33.30 pi\ able to PU‘\ ‘AL BEARS', name and address of person t ve
bear and vour special message to

POSTAL BEARS, Dept D, 1 - 2 Barker Stree
rax & Telephone Orders: 01743 241962

t, Shrewsbury SY1 1SB

* Write for our free brochure of gifts available for all occasions *

EMBROIDERED & PRINTED
SPORTS & LEISURE WEAR

TEES POLOS SWEATSHIRTS
SWEATERS RUGBY JERSEYS
BASEBALL CAPS TIES

AND MUCH MORE
FULL DESIGN AND PERSONALIED SERVICE
SEND FOR OUR PRICE LIST

JENKINS KNITWEAR

5 Vernon Place, Northern Court
Basford, Nottingham NG6 0DE
Tel or Fax 0115 927 4469

VISTA SPORTS

SUPPLIERS OF SWEATSHIRTS, POLO
SHIRTS, T/SHIRTS, HOODED SWEATSHIRTS,
RUGBY JERSEYS, BASEBALL CAPS AND
MANY OTHER ITEMS. ALL GARMENTS CAN
BE PRINTED OR EMBROIDERED WITH YOUR

OWN DESIGN

VISTA SPORTS LTD. 26 HIGH STREET,
MERSTHAM, SURREY. RH1 3EA.
TEL: 01737 645113
FAX: 01737 645692

EMBROIDERED LEISUREWEAR & BADGES

Plus PRINTED T-SHIRTS & SWEATSHIRTS

Embroidered garments -

ENAMELLED - min. 100
+ BLAZER BADGES - min. 5
TIES — Woven - min. 50

Printed - min. 36

SPORTS BAGS - min. 50
GOLF UMBRELLAS - min. 25

. MEDALS

’ﬁ'!“? Replaced in record time

FULL SIZE & MINIATURE
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE

Write or phone for quotation
RAYMOND D HOLDICH

Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre, 7 Whitcomb Street London
WC2H 7THA

Tel: 0171-930 1979 Fax: 0171-930 1152
E-mail: Rdhmedals@aol.com

EMBROIDERED | 3
SWEATERS SWEATSHIRTS MI D L A N D C D (’ L UB
POLO SHIRTS BADGES Mail-Order Brass & Military Band CDs
I"RIN’I‘ED T obrain our free colour catalogue comtact us on

TEESHIRTS SWEATSHIRTS
BADGES COFFEE MUGS

Tel: 0121 244 4605/6
Fax: 0121 680 9018
E-mail: sales@midland-cd-club.co.uk
www.midland-cd-club.co.uk

AND LOTS MORE!
ALL FROM ON *PLIER
No artwork or setting up the majority of
our goods. High quality, tive prices and
prompt delivery. BFPO tax-free service.
Send for our new price list:
REYNOLDS SPORTS
51/52 HIGHSTREET, LINCOLN LN5 8AP
Tel: 01522 513333 Fax: 01522 530383 o

Bands who have CDs they would like to
see included in our catalogue, please
contact us for further details

LATEST RELEASES ALWAYS AVAILABLE

ree original 24+
printed sweats and T-shirts, min. qty. 36\,
BADGES-EMBROIDERED - min. qty. 25

Also - BASEBALL CAPS - min. 50

COSTELLO

CIVIL & MILITARY BESPOKE TAILORS TAILORS
@iﬁ‘? LADIES & GENTS
< MESS DRESS

SPECIALISTS
INTEREST FREE
CREDIT.

All Accessories
Supplied
For All Your Uniform
Suit & Blazer
Requirements
Contact.
284-294 Ley St.
Iiford Essex. IG1 4BS
UK 0181 478 2780
GERMANY 05252 4631

\ @ MICHAEL JAY

UNIFORMS

MADE TO MEASURE
OR'’s and Officers Mess Dress
Officers No. 2 Dress
OR's and Officers No.1 Dress
Officers British Warm Overcoats
S.B. Blazers
Regimental D.B. Blazers
Sports Jackets and Trousers
Dinner Suits
Lounge Suits

“ WRITE. PHONE or FAX for colour brochure Z8 ‘\
to Kilcreggan, Dunbartanshire G84 0JN
MOTIFSBn *0 ' /

'TEL 0143684 2581/2716; FAX: 0143684 2854

4BHr. or 2Week Make up

Michael Jay Tailoring
5 TOMO BUSINESS PARK. STOWMARKET
SUFFOLK IP14 5AY
TEL 01379783 736 FAX:01379 783898
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Transport & Training Services Ltd

Certificate of Professional Competence -
Road Transport

We offer a six day intensive course
quarterly for the RSA CPC National
Modules A + B here in the North West
of England.
Accommodation can be arranged.
This qualification is a must for your
career development especially if you
wish to operate your own vehicles.

Proposals in the new EU directive
indicate that the British tick-test is
too easy and will be changed to the
more exacting German report-type
exam,
S0 don't wait for the rush as places are

Contact Jim Harkins on 01925 850640
Fax: 01925 850269 for further details

* English food and gift shop.
* Large English and German
customer base.

BUSINESS FOR SALE
MUNSTER, GERMANY

Established in May 1997

A knowledge of the German language would be an advantage, but not important,
as the majority of customers and wholesalers are English.

DETAILS: ++ 49 - 02536 - 335704

Customers

Firmin House, 82-86 New Town Row, Birmingham, B6 4HU
Tel: 01213-800 800  Fax: 01213-593 332 Telex: 333720

Established 1677

laking Tradition into the Future

m%  FIRMIN&SONSPLC s

t the most attordable prices av

MEDAL DEPARTMENT
MINIATURE MEDALS SUPPLIED

Full Size & Mimature

or Sy

e-mail: firmin@webbirmingham.co.uk ‘ SO

> OIL RIGS ¢
~ The Essential Guide -

FOR ANYONE WHO IS INTERESTED IN WORK
OFFSHORE ON OIL RIGS AND DOESN'T KNOW
WHERE TO START. PACKED FULL OF ALL THE

INFORMATION YOU WILL EVER NEED ABOUT OIL

RIBS.  § BOOKS TODAY »

01253 869808
8 Clegg Ave, Thornton-Cleveleys,
Lanes FY5 1BJ, UK.

¢ Short or long term lease.
4 Good turnover and up-to-
date accounts available.

NEED A CV?

For free details contact the
specialists in FORCES' CVs
(Established 1981)

Forces Dept
PO Box 573,
Sutton Coldfield
West Midlands
B73 6PA
0121-355 2187

SERVICES

Work as a
TV/Film extra

(Regardless of age, sex, or looks)
*Opportunities nationwide
*No experience required
FULL OR PART-TIME
Excellent rates of pay
Send SAE for details
TV / Film extras, 26 Trafalgar St,
Ashton Under Lyne. OL7 QEX

BE A
PROFESSIONAL BODYGUARD

FREE REPORT
GETS YOU STARTED!
CALL OUR 24HR HOTLINE
NOW! ON: 0171-644-3075

Or write to
ELITE MARKETING, DEPT(S),
P. 0. BOX 2112, MITCHAM
SURREY CR4 1QY, UK.

EXCITING! REWARDING! CHALLENGING!

mm

C.V. EXPRESS
Confidential Consultations, Advice. Draft & Master
Free Di e & Re-Type Services, over
re than 20 different Media
e, Complete package

providing Unbeatable Quality
For an Information Pack
please Phone or Write o
Mr MacDonald
101 Market Place, South Cave,
Brough, East Yorkshire HULS 2AS8
Tel/Fax: 01430 423758 (Open 7 days a week)

AIRPORT SECURITY &
SERVICES JOBS YACANT

iEligibie for Resettlement?
1

]

1
iLooking for a guaranteed job? ﬂ,{
i 1

Want a decent rate of pay in

{security or services?
i

Contact:

Melanie Garnett @ TASK
22-26 Albert Embankment
London SE1
Tel: 0171582 9205
Fax: 0171 793 1455

[
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John Bull Military Clothing
& Mail Order Division

o #aLdr
Loo¥s UKE 1%
O \AD BEans scam

Tel: 01748 833614 (Retail and Mail Order)
Tel: 01748 836909
17 Hildyard Row, Catterick Garrison,
N Yorks DL9 4DH

%
See Classified Ads
E-mail: milpkbk.demon.cp.uk

LOST YOUR MEDALS?

WE CAN REPLACE THEM

FULL SIZE & MINIATURES
PROFESSIONALLY SEWN
IN COURT OR SWING STYLE
SAE OR PHONE FOR QUOTE

TOAD HALL MEDALS
NEWTON FERRERS, Nr PLYMOUTH
DEVON PL8 1DH
Tel: 01752 872672
Fax: 01752 872723
e-mail th.medals@virgin.net

Appraisals

C Writing
" Updates

plus much more from the leading
HM Forces oriented CV specialist.
For a FREE Info Pack - Write or Call
SERVICE CV
DEPT (A), 2 TERN GARDENS,
PLYMOUTH. PL7 2HZ
Tel/Fax: 01752 344842 (24 hrs)

EMBROIDERED LEISUREWEAR

Wide range of quality garments.
Low minimum order. Full colour brochure.
Caps & printed garments also available.

Banana Moon Workshop,
48 Old Lane,

Birkenshaw,
Bradford BD11 2JX

-\

Tel: 01274 688103
Fax: 01274 652524

VISTA TIE

ARE TIE MANUFACTURERS AND CAN SUPPLY

YOUR EXISTING TIE OR DESIGN YOU A NEW

ONE. PLEASE SEND US A PICTURE OF YOUR

CREST, CYPHER OR MOTIF, WE WILL POST A

FREE COLOURED VISUAL WITH A QUOTATION.

Over 300 individual Regimental Designs
held in stock.

T/ES

28 HIGH STREET, MERSTHAM,SURREY.RH1 3EA.
TEL:01737 645113 FAX:01737 645892

LOST OR NEW
MEDALS

Full size & miniature supplied
Professionally mounted

Hand-sewn ... not glued
K & D Medals

33 The Cresecent,
West Wickham, Kent BR4 OHB
Tel: 0181 777 24286 or
0411 435 513

THE GOLD WIRE BADGE COMPANY

GOLD WIRE BLAZER BADGES £10.00
FRAMED GOLD WIRE BADGES £12.00 6"x6"
WHITE COTTON GLOVES £3.50
FAIRBAIRN-SYKES COMMANDO KNIVES
(Black) £21.50
BLACK BERETS £7.00
REGIMENTAL TIES & BOWS £8.30
WHITE LEATHER GAUNTLETS £20.00
LEATHER STANDARD CARRIERS £25
BRASS INSERTS £16, PACE STICKS £60
LEATHER SWORD KNOT £7.30
LAPEL BADGES: R.A. COMMANDO
GREEN BERET - PARA REGT RED
BERET £2.00
ONE-OFFs, A SPECIALITY
11 Dalehead Drive, Shaw,
Oldham, Lancs OL2 8TJ.
Telephone,/Fax: 01706 846648
E-Mail: robroy@lineone.net

Mates 36 | Durex 36
Natural £11.65 Fetherlite £11.65
Variety £12.75 | Gossamer £11.65
Ribbed £14.85 Extra Safe £11.75

Credit cards, cheques and POs accepted,
Miranda Associates Lid., PO Box 80,
Gerrards Cross SLY 80X
Tel: 01753 899 039
www.miranda.co.uk

FANﬂsy

~ An exciting New Collection of

~ Lingerie for your loved one
‘ Jor a free brochure write to

Fantasy (s), 1-2 Barker Street
Shrewsbury, SY1 1SB

Tel: 01743 241962




MAX PLAY

ORDER LINE TEL: 01929 550232 FAX: 01929 550885
Unit 1 & 2 The Omega Centre,
Sandford Industrial Estate, Sandford Lane,
Wareham, Dorset BH20 4DY, England.

AMAZING OFFERS

FIFA 99
£39.99 +
FREE
MEMORY
CARD

SPYRO £34.99 + FREE ABE 2 £34.99 + FREE

MEMORY CARD MEMORY CARD BRIAN
LARA

YOU’VE BOUGHT THE CONSOLE NOW CHECK OUT | £39.99+
THE GAMES WITH OVER 300 TITLES. ALL THE NEW FREE
RELEASES AND AS A DISTRIBUTOR THE’'RE ALL | MEMORY

AT THE RIGHT PRICES DIRECT TO YOU. CARD
JUST RING OUR ORDER HELP LINE FOR UP TO
DATE PRICES.
VISIT OUR WEB PAGE ON WWW.MAXPLAY.NET oy
NO PLAYSTATION OR N64? LET ME TAILOR A ron oa
BUNDLE SPECIFICALLY FOR YOU FREE
MEMORY |
BPual Shock CARD
b fog Vibration Controller
TEKKEN 3
£34.99 +
FREE
v , MEMORY
AMAZING PAD GREAT KNOCKOUT £39.99 + CARD
PRICE ONLY £14.99 FREE MEMORY CARD
MAX PILAY
PSX DUAL SHOCK £1493  NG4256KMEMORY CARD  £599 |m=-em-mmmmmeem P e i i e S

PSX 1MB MEMORY CARD £4.99 N64 1MB MEMORY CARD £9.99

1

1
PSXBMBMEMORYCARD  £1499  NB4AUDIOVIDEQCABLE  £490 1 F o == = e e e e e e e 1
PSX EXTENSION CABLE £499  N64 EXTENSION CABLE £499 | { NAME ..o, st e SR L —ltem description Price
PSX RGB SCART CABLE £499  N64 RGB SCART £493 | ADAreSS........ocooceivcvereeriesseesssessnasenns 13 !
PSX STEREQ SCART £499  N64PROPAD £1499 |1 Postcode.. !
PSX LINK CABLE £499  N64 THUNDER PACK £7.99 11 Tol o i
PSX SCART+AV CONNECTOR  £4.99 I P E-mail i
PSX JOYSTICK £1299  SATURN EXTENSION CABLE £4.99 i | AR R P L L L R RIS R e . i
PSX LIGHT GUN £1499  SATURN RGB SCART CABLE £4.99 i 1 Cash [] Cheque [] PostalOrder [] Card [ __ 5 :
PSX PRO PAD £4.99 3! MasterCard [] Visa [] Delta ] Switch [ mainland £2 50 for overseas H
PSX TURBO PAD £499  SNES+MEGADRVEPADS  £350 | 1 Card No. (OO0 Expiry Date (OC]/ (0] Total |
PSX MOUSE & MAT £14.99 § R T e e e ==
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F - g . r ry i = gk
SPccdl il iclocoorl?
WE ARE PROUD TO PRESENT A VERY EXCLUSIVE
OFFER TO ALL H.M. FORCES. YOU CAN NOW OWN A
DIGITAL GSM MOBILE PHONE WITH THE BEST
COVERAGE 1IN THE UK AND OVERSEAS (INC
GERMANY , BOSNIA, CYPRUS AND THE MIDDLE EAST)
FOR ONLY £5.00 PER WEEK....... AND YOU ARE

GUARANTEED....... YES GUARANTEED CONNECTION
ON CONFIRMATION OF YOUR ID.

R.S.P.
* FREE DIGITAL MOBILE PHONE - £99¢
* FREE IN-CAR CHARGER - L2499
 FREE LEATHER CASE - £1999
* FREE IN-CAR HOLDER - £1499
e 20 MINUTES FREE PER MONTH (WORTH
UP TO £84.00 PER YEAR)

* PER SECOND BILLING

GAS28

CALL FREEFONE 0800 9175285

LINE RENTAL £20.44 PER MONTH/£5.00 PER WEEK
INSURANCE £4.95 PM/£1.25 PER WEEK

CALL CHARGES 35p PEAK/5p OFF PEAK
CONNECTION CHARGE £35.00

O vodafone O vodafone O vodafone

REME\/IBER YOU ARE GUARANTEED CONNECTION

{ONE 0800 9175285

Speedline Telecom Ltd ¢ Registered in England & Wales No. 3134030
Registered Office: 72 Victoria Road, Horley, Surrey RHB 7PZ VAT Registration No. 644 6684 09 (GB)
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PEN PALS

REPLIES. To reply to a pen pal, write
a letter and send it to Soldier Magazine
at the address below. The box number
must be CLEARLY written in the
TOP LEFT CORNER of the enve-
lope. Your envelope must be no larger
than 8" x 4" and should contain only a
letter plus a photograph if requested.
Replies received more than three
months after the cover date and large,
heavy, or poorly addressed enve-
lopes will not be forwarded.

TO ADVERTISE FOR A PEN PAL.
Please send for details enclosing a
stamped, self-addressed envelope
to: Soldier Magazine, Ordnance
Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU.

Tan, 5°8”, a 22-year-old, blue-eyed
blonde. Interests include music, pubs
and clubs, watching sport, reading and
writing. Will reply to all lerters from
male soldier pen pals. P376 01/09

Karen, 5’2", medium build, green
eyes and a very outgoing personality.
Enjoys music, comedy, dancing, walk-
ing and warching rugby and boxing.
Secking male, soldier pen pals, 40-
50ish, at home or abroad. P377 01/99

Angie, 4’117, a slim, 32-year-old
blonde with brown eyes. Enjoys music,
aerobics, swimming, pubs, socialising,
writing, reading, the cinema and travel.
Seeking pen pals of any age who are
genuine and honest and have GSOH.
P378 01/99

Nikki and Karen, 38/33, 5'47/5°,
blonde/mousey hair respectively. Both
are single mums who like to swim and
enjoy cosy nights in, eating out and
going for long walks. Seeking male pen
pals. P379 0199

Karen, 29, 5’9", slim build and blue
eyes. Enjoys having a laugh and her
hobbies include keeping fit, swimming,
walking and going to the pub. Seeking
pen pals, 25-35. P380 01/09

Jackie, 5’8", a blonde air stewardess
in her thirties who enjoys travel, social-
ising, clubbing and walks in the coun-
try. Requires an officer and gentleman
for correspondence and will answer all
letters. Photo appreciated. P381  oi1w

Sue, 30, 5’37, a blonde, independent
and gorgeous civil servant. Seeking
male pen pals, 24-45, with a wicked
sense of humour. P382 01/99

Rosie, 29, 5’8" with blue eyes and
brown hair. Enjoys the cinema, music,
football, reading books and going out.
Would like to hear from pen pals, 25-
35, with GSOH. All letters answered.
P383 ovee

Sarah, 29, 5°6”, medium build and
blonde hair. A non-smoking, divorced
mother of one. Enjoys country pubs,
family life, nights in/out and children.
Dislikes smoking. Would like to hear
from pen pals, 29-36. Photo appreciat-
ed. P384 01/99

Louise, 28, 5’8", brown hair, hazel
eyes and cuddly. Likes painting and
drawing, music, reading (fantasy and
horror), watching rugby and all things
weird and wonderful. Looking for witty
and interesting correspondence from
pen pals, 30+. P385 01199

Karen, 5’6", 27, mousey-brown hair.
Enjoys the movies, eating out, travel-
ling, swimming, photography, pubs,
music and has GSOH. Looking for
someone who is outgoing with similar
interests and GSOH, 26-36. P386 o190

Victoria, an outgoing, caring, inde-
pendent and divorced professional who
likes swimming and days and occasion-
al nights out. Would like to hear from
tall, genuine Servicemen, 40+, with big
personality and GSOH. PP387 0199

Christine, 30, 5’3”, an attractive,
single blonde with GSOH. Enjoys the
outdoors, pubs and clubs, socialising,
driving and swimming. Seeking confi-
dent, professional soldier pen pals,
30+. P388 0199

Louise, 26, 5’11” with blonde/auburn
hair. Interests include reading, walking,
films, going to the cinema and motor
sports. Would like to hear from pen
pals, 24-35. GSOH essential. P389 o190

Carol, 30, 5°5”, blonde, blue/grey
eyes. An animal lover and all round
fun-loving person who likes eating and
drinking out and swimming. Seeking
male pen pals, 29-34, who must have
GSOH and enjoy going out. P390 o190

Jo, 28, 5°5”, fair hair and green/grey
eyes. Interests include horse riding,
running, socialising, swimming and
enjoys having a good laugh. Would like
to hear from male pen pals, 25-33, with
no ties and GSOH. P391 01799

Rosemarie, 5’6", brown hair and
blue eves. Interests include visiting the
theatre, listening to music, dancing and
walking. Seeking pen pals, 30-50. All
letters will be answered. P392 01/00

BOOKS

“Head-dress Badges of the British
Army” by Kipling & King. The Col-
lector’s Bible. Volume One: (1800-
1920) £65. Volume Two: (1920-1998)
£45. Post free. H. 1. & P. King, 3
Saxon Croft, Farnham, Surrey GU9
7QB. Tel: 01252 716303,

Military, Aviation, Maritime books.
Write, telephone or fax for free lists.
Lady Chapel Books, 2 Mainshead, Ter-
regles, Dumfries DG2 9T]. Tel/fax:
01387 720487. EOL

Military history books. Please send
SAE for current catalogue. Free spe-
cialist booksearch. McKenzie, Town
End Farm, Brampton, Appleby, Cum-
bria CAl6 6]S. Telfax: 017683
513884. 12708

FREE MILITARY CATALOGUES/
BOOKS wanted. Will collect. Artic
Books, 3 Marine Road, Hoylake, Wirral
L47 2AS. Tel: 0151 632 5365. 01/99

Queen’s Gurkha Sapper: History of
the Regiment, 1948 to 1998. Hard-
backed, impressive volume. £25 +
p&p. Corps Treasurer, RHQ RE. Tel:
01634 822355. 01/99

Books for Soldiers - contact the
experts. Free catalogue. The Outdoors-
man’s Bookstore, 27 Monument
Industrial Park, Chalgrove, Oxon
0X44 7TRW. Tel: 01865 400256. Fax:
01865 400257. 01799

“A SOLDIER’S POCKET BOOK”
380 pages of info all soldiers need to
know. Includes: Basic Barttle Skills,
Fieldcraft, Orders, SOPs, Scouts,
Emergency Alarms, Routines in the
Field, Tank Target Indication,
Working with Helicopters, Map
Reading, Orienteering, First Aid,
NBC, Adventure Trg, Skill at Arms
SAB0, LSW, Tests and APWTs,
GPMG Light Role, Signals, Mines,
MT Driver, AFV and Aircraft
Recognition, etc. ISBN No: 1-874528-
02-0. £7.50 (inc p&p UK/BFPO).
Available from  selected Naafi
Branches, Bookshops or by Visa or
cheque from publishers: MILITARY
POCKET BOOKS, PO Box 28,
Leven, Beverley, East Yorks HU17
5LA. Tel/fax: 01964 542878. E-mail:
milpkbk.-demon.co.uk 12/99

BUSINESS OPPS

Wanted - serious-minded people to
join a business opportunity. Full back-
ing and training given. Will be your
chance of financial and time freedom.
Ring for details: 0181 387 9058. 40

Get rich slow. Intrigued? Don’t waste
another moment. Call 08701 202 606.
Normal BT rates apply. Then call
Brenton 0113 237 4256. 01/99

Southern Highlands Pub/Restau-
rant. Beautiful location. Separate
owner’s cottage. Turnover £250,000
and increasing. Accounts available.
Edinburgh, Glasgow, Perth one hour
away. Superb opportunity for new

lifestyle. Long lease £120,000. Details:
01877 376363. 01/99

CARS

Absolutely urgent. Wanted - LHD
vehicles, Any condition. Cash buyer.
Tel: 0181-534 4016 or 0181-555 0823.
(10am to 10.30pm seven days). 1290

CARS WANTED

Left-hand drive vehicles urgently
wanted. Any condition. Cash buyer.
Tel: 0181-534 4016 or 0181-555 0823.
(10am to 10.30pm) seven days. 1299

FOR SALE

BAOR commemorative medal now
available, Full size and miniature. Die-
struck in silver. Send for application
/order form to: Miniature Medals, 30
Coventry Road, Burbage, Leics LE10
2HP. 02/99

British and overseas military badges,
collars, titles, formation signs. Regular
comprehensive stock lists £2.00. Castle
Armoury (5), 18 Castle Street, Dover
CT16 1PW. 12/99

Kitchener, GWR, name and number
plate. Highly-polished, full-size, solid
brass (replica). £195 O.N.O. Tel:
Birmingham (0121) 682 5179. 11199

Complete bound Volume 14, weekly
editions Falklands War - plus
aftermath books up to 1989, Lot £200
ONO. Plus postage. Box CL1019,
Soldier Magazine, Ordnance Road,
Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU. 01/99

British Military cap badges and
insignia, Send SAE for lists to:
INKERMAN Badges, PO Box 1022,
Coulsdon, Surrey CR5 3]Q. 1299

Military Insignia - now over 3,000
items in latest list. No re-strikes. £1 for
sample list. Shotton, 7 Peak Road,
Clanfield, Hants PO8 0QT. 594

Posters — military formation badges of
WW11 in full colour. Poster size 21” x
34”. 136 badges. £6.50 inc p&p.
Cannon Curios, 21 Bulford Road,
Durrington, Wilts SP4 8DL. Tel:
01980 653082. 01/99

Military Fine Arts. Britain’s leading
British military art dealer. Access to all
British publishers, artists and dealers.
Send £3.50 for Edition 6, 2,500 item
catalogue (incl 20+ SAS). Cheques
payable to: G Jennings-Bramly. 5
Feversham Road, Salisbury SP1 3PP.
Phone: 01722 328523,

| HATE MANOEUVRES!
I'M CorD , HUNGRY. . .
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Cap badges, regimental ties, blazer
badges, medals, insignia. Send £2.00
for list to: Cairncross (Dept S), 31 Belle
Vue Street, Filey, North Yorkshire. ooss

Quality makers of British Army, Air
Forces and Navy badges, regimental
banners, uniform accessories, Scottish
clan crests and military badges.
Bagpipes, practice chanters and band
uniform accessories. Please ask for free
catalogue: Topflyz Industries, 21/414
Majidpura, Sialkor, Pakistan. Fax 0092
432 588547. 03/99

Army Cap Badges. Send SAE plus
80p for lists to: Clans and Regiments,
14 Elm Grove, Aldbrough, East
Yorkshire HU11 4RQ. Guarantee and
generous discounts. 12199

British and overseas military badges,
collars, titles, formation signs. Regular
comprehensive stock lists £2.00. Castle
Armoury (S), 18 Castle Street, Dover
CT16 1PW. 12199
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Regimental Shields, Plaques and
Shieldclocks. In good company with
most regiments and corps of the British
Army we made your shields for the
Falklands, the Gulf and now Bosnia
and Croatia and most other UN loca-
tions. Let us design your regimental
and operational shields. Write for a full
colour brochure to: Military Marketing
International, 74-77 Steward Street,
Ladywood, Birmingham BAI8 7AF.
Tel/fax: 0121-4545393. Minimum
order 25 Shields. £9.95, no VAT out-
side the UK. Shieldclocks £17.50.
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Peter Hicks Associates, compre-
hensive range of military figurines
available in resin bronze and silver.
Commissions always considered. Ring
for information/brochure. Tel/fax:
01380 828382. 12199

HOLIDAYS

FLORIDA, plus world-wide
holidays, flights, car hire. Two-six
bedroom villas. Good rates all year.
Retail agent for ATOL holder. Tel:
0131 4540869, 01/99

HOUSELETS

GREENFIELD PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

* A STRAIGHTFORWARD
INDIVIDUAL LETTING AND
MANAGEMENT SERVICE BY STAFF
WHO CARE FOR YOUR HOME *
(COVERING ALL OF THE SOUTH EAST)
PHONE OR WRITE FOR A BROCHURE
GREENFIELD HOUSE,
DOWLANDS LANE, COPTHORNE,
WEST SUSSEX RHI10 3HX
Tellfax: 01342 718671 (24hrs)

PROPERTY

DEVIZES, WILTSHIRE. 1840s
coach house, imaginatively converted
retaining character/exposed beams,
vaulted ceilings, circular windows.
Four bedrooms, three bathrooms (two
en suite), dining hall, sitting room,
study, kitchen/breakfast room, utility,
gardens. Parking for -several cars.
£250,000. Tel: Main Building 0171 21
821109. 0199

Turn to Page 48 for details of Soldier’s new
Members’ Club, offering attractive savings
on High Street goods.

SOLDIER January 1999

JM" A R =

ARMY SPORTS LOTTERY RESULTS

NOVEMBER 21, 1998

First prize (18 goals, £3,200) each:
Cpl S Brickett, HQ ARRC, Rhein-
dahlen.

12-way tie for second prize (17
goals, £483.33) each: Capt RJ
Dilworth, HQ RSME, Chatham;
Cpl P Farrell, 9 Para Sqn RE,
Aldershot; SSgt PJ Gilby, 4 GS
Regt RLC, Abingdon; WO2 GD
Harriman, BATUS, Suffield; Lt
EMC Kemp, 32 Regt RA, Larkhill;
Maj CPH Knaggs, 1 1G, Minster;
WO1 PJA McDill, ATR Winches-
ter; LCpl A Moore, 3 (UK) Div
Signal Regt, Bulford; Maj DM
Pashen, HQ 49 (E) Bde, Chilwell;
Sgt S Preston, Depot R Irish; Capt
D Reeves, 7 Bn REME, Wat-
tisham; Cpl J Williams, JSSU
Oakley, Cheltenham.

NOVEMBER 28, 1998

First prize (21 goals, £3,200) each:
WO1 B Saunderson, 104 Regt RA
(V). Newport.

Three-way tie for second prize (20

goals, £1,233.33) each: Cpl AP
Rake, HQ NI; SSgt AA Skinner, 1
Armd Fd Amb, Hohne; Maj PK
Stanley, Rhine Area Sp Unit,
Rheindahlen.

Nine-way tie for fifth prize (19
goals, £233.33) each: SSgt J
Bennison QRL, Osnabriick; Sgt
MA Chivers, 8 Inf Bde Signal Sgn;
WO1 P Dawson, Upavon Sp Unit;
Sgt CJ Hart, 3 Armd Fd Amb, Sen-
nelager; WO1 SC Long, Catering
Gp RLC, Aldershot; Sgt J
McGhee, 6 Sup Regt RLC, Glter-
sloh; SSgt DF Spyers, RAC
Centre, Bovington; SSgt K Steve-
ly, Scots DG, Fallingbostel; WO1
DJ Wright, ITC Catterick.

DECEMBER 5, 1998

First prize (19 goals, £3,500) each:
Sgt JJ Kerry, 2 RTR, Fallingbostel.

Eight-way tie for second prize (18
goals, £750) each: WO2 PA
Bastow, 32 Engr Regt, Hohne; Rfn
Bidur Pakhrin, 2 RGR, Brunei; Maj
MD Eaves, 17 Port & Maritime

Regt RLC, Marchwood; 2Lt NI
Morton, 7 Para RHA HQ, Alder-
shot; Maj PA Shewry, MOD,
London; Bdr RJR Thomson, 26
Regt RA, Gutersloh; Cpl LCA
Watts, AMF(L) CSS Bn, Bulford;
LCpl A Whelan, 3 R Irish.

Only nine prizes this week. Rule nine
applies.

DECEMBER 12, 1998

Four-way tie for first prize (21
goals, £1,850) each: SSgt T Bait-
son, Londonderry Stn LAD; SSgt
LC Collingswood, RAC Gunnery
School, Lulworth; Sgt CD Jones, 2
RGR, Brunei; Maj ID Ruddock, HQ
ARRC, Rheindahlen.

Six-way tie for fifth prize (20 goals,
£350) each: Pte MC Cronin, 1
PWR, Paderborn; Capt SD Fletch-
er, RMA, Sandhurst; LCpl J Gillies,
IRHF, Fallingbostel; Sig IP Sher-
rington, 216 Para Signal Sqgn,
Aldershot; Cpl BC Still, 174 Pro Coy
RMP, Donnington; LCpl MJ Thomp-
son, 12 Regt RA, Sennelager.

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE - CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS
All classified advertisements are accepted on a prepaid basis only, and are subject to the following conditions.

The Publishers reserve the right to decline any copy material of which they may not approve whether an order shall have been
accepted or not. All advertisements are accepted subject to approval and conditionally upon space being available. The Publishers
reserve the right to make any alteration they consider necessary or desirable in an advertisement to meet their approval. The

Publishers also reserve the right to cancel or suspend any advertisement without stating a reason.

While every endeavour will be made to meet the wishes of advertisers, the Publishers do not guarantee the insertions of any

particular advertisement.

The Publishers shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial failure (however caused) of publication

or distribution of any edition in which any advertisement is scheduled to appear.

The Publishers shall not be liable for errors occurring after the first insertion of an advertisement in a series. It is the responsibility
of the advertiser to inform the Publishers of any such error in sufficient time to allow the amendment. A voucher copy will not be

supplied.

Advertisements will be placed under the following headings: Accommodation, Books Business Opportunities, Cars, Cars
Wanted, Entertainment, Exhibitions, For Sale, Holidays, Houselets, Notices, Property for Sale, Reunions, Services,
Situations Vacant, Situations Wanted, Training, Wanted. Other headings will be applied if deemed acceptable by the

Publishers.

The placing of an order for the insertion of an advertisement shall amount to an acceptance of the above conditions and any

conditions stipulated by an agency or advertiser shall be void insofar as they are in conflict with them.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

M. e e
(PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS)
ADDRESS
CLASSIFICATION Postcode
1 2 3 4 B
[ 7 8 9 F 10
11 12 13 14 AT TR T
16 17 18 19 20 TV
21 22 23 ? 24 25 il
26 27 28 29 30
T T T 32 33 34 35

If you need more space, or do not wish to cut the magazine, please write clearly on plain paper.

COST: 45p PER WORD, MINIMUM CHARGE £9.00. VAT AT 17.5% MUST BE ADDED
NB: NAME AND ADDRESS AND/OR PHONE NUMBER SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN COST AND ONLY ONE WORD

SHOULD BE INSERTED IN EACH BOX.

IF YOU REQUIRE A CONFIDENTIAL BOX NUMBER ADD £3.00 (INC. VAT) PER INSERTION AND TICK BOX Q

WORDS AT 45p = £
X INSERTIONS
VAT AT 17.5% =
BOX NUMBER (INC. VAT)
TOTAL ENCLOSED =
CHEQUE/PO Number

m MMM

(Payable to SOLDIER)

Send to:
CLASSIFIED ADS
SOLDIER
ORDNANCE ROAD
ALDERSHOT
HANTS GU11 2DU

ALL CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS MUST BE PREPAID AND WILL BE INSERTED IN THE FIRST AVAILABLE
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SILVERMANS LTD ...
e Soldier@military.co.uk

over years of service to the services S o SR
7 900 900 www.miiitary.co.uk phone, fax or email for free cat quoting

Genuine Military Issue Watches Worldwide 2 year warranty - swiss made TREAT IT LIKE
retail sales Silverman’s Itd suppliers fo H.M. Forces YOU HATE IT
designed for military use - No Wind Up for over 25 years

R.M. SPECIAL BOAT BRITISH ISSUE PILOTS ISSUE 1970’s MECHANICAL
MECHANICALCHRONO  SERVICES 300M W/P NAVIGATORS QUARTZ CHRONO GENERAL SERVICE
£350.00 £250.00 £89.00 £230.00 £150.00
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Tis ; ‘ & Uninsulated £175.00 H— 1 serious footwear
for deserts,
jungles,
mountains
woodland and
urban tferrain.
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DPM Para Smock SAS Windproof 1959 Pattern SNUGPAK SNUGPAK
4 press-stud bulgy pockets. Smock - DPM Denison smock Sleeka Jacket. Merlin sﬂ.&a
Dressing pouch on sleeve (Arctic smocks also Current genuine combat Olive or Black Ripstop nylon, perfex
Knitted cuffs. Jump flap. available £95.00) smocks avail. Warm, windproof, lightweight. 750g, 0 de

Genuine Issue.  £49.99
Built to last.

PLCE SOLDIER
BERGEN 2000
125ltr. & . ASSAULT
Side - b PATROL

pouches e\ PACK.
3?I?rked3y " 50l with

pack. RRG s
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Medics = Only
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URGENT

WE CAN GUARANTEE YOU A PI1
The 1999 Flora London Marat
YOU can help us continue the w
do throughout the UK for people With
We haven’t ask
so if your legs
’(1 miles of Londe

PHOTO
PRINTS

PLEASE SEND YOUR NAME, ADDRESS
AND TELEPHONE NUMBER TO THE
ADDRESS SHOWN OR CALL US NOW

Have you, or anyone PLACES ARE LIMITED
you know, featured AND VERY HIGHLY PRIZED!
in SOLDIER? if so, .
We can give full support to any of
You can order your fundraising efforts, not just the
tOP quality prints London Marathon..........and we need

your support.

REGIMENTAL BROOCHES

Made in our own Workshops
9ct Gold from £130

0121 551 7366
J.M.Bickerton
23 Vyse Street,
Birmingham B18 6LE
AAC Yct Gold £140
Brooch Actual Size 33mm

Presents that last a lifetime

~lg Joy's Roses

’.'-“r!,—“:.r - &
or> & Flowers
NS c,)“c@(
ﬁ\ﬁ‘ \ 7 ’ =\
‘;()// Fresh flowers sent daily from the nursery \\ /
-Ry/ to an address in the U.K. or N. Ireland

¥ 77] Someone somewhere is waiting to hear from you

7 |
Note: Week 4th to 16th Feb (Valentine Week Only.) '
Add £6.00 per 12 Roses, £11.00 per 24 Roses,
£6.00 per Bouquet Special, £6.00 Rose Bouquet

Telephone Hotline — 01481 46708

12 RED OR YELLOW ROSES £13.85
24 RED OR YELLOW ROSES...... £18.50
30 ROSES/CARNATIONS/FREESIA & FERN £17.50
Digital prints (llP to A4 size) 50 SPECIALMIXED FLOWERS ........o...occooosssssssoisimsiinsass £22.50
40 FREESIAS & FERN i et £14.75
£1.00. Other sizes on request. 30 CARNATIONS PINK/MIXED/FREESIA & FERN ................. £16.50
Prices are inclusive of VAT and p&p I/
(UK/BFPO) R v
] S USE THIS AD AS AN ORDER FORM PLEASE f /q‘gﬁ
A_Il enquiries to - B Prices and order forms available upon request 1/$ 2’.;
The Photographic Department, S\ Prices include P&P + VAT 3
AR N.B. Peak periods - flowers may be used from other sources AR
SOLDIER, Ordnance Road, g‘-:';f A ALL C/C ACCEPTED - A E )
Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU. L2 INCLUDE EXPIRY DATE AND ISSUE NUMBER TS
Tel: 01252 347353 ) Please make cheque or P.O. payable to: St ;_?\t‘,
- e T
Fax: 01252 347358 Joy’s Roses, Flamingo, VE ;.-ng.g S IF
¢ St Sampsons, Guernsey, C. . GY2 4WB N '«E'f”}&m
7 Telephone: (01481) 46708 W ? ™
20 Fax: (01481) 43406 "oy
S ; 8
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E ARMY bhefore
¢ope with just over
reets and your fundraising

¢an cope with raising goedly sums of money
# wou couldilead the way for a great long term

relationship with an important service.

The Multiple Sclerosis

Resource Centre
4a Chapel Hill, Stansted, Essex
CM24 8AG Charity No. 1033731

01279 817101

24 Hour Answer Phone available

Leatherman & Gerber Worktools

Leatherman:

Supertool Standard £69.95
PST 11 Standard £54.95
Original Standard £49.95
Gerber:

MultiLock Trailrider £64.99
MultiLock Regular £59.99
MultiPlier Regular £49.99

Includes p&p to UK/BFPOs

Cheque or PO to: CONDOR SUPPLIES
East Stockwith, Lincs DN21 3DS

Tel: 01427 628089

H R

Back issues of Soldier
are available to order
and cost from £2.156 inc

please call 01252
347363 .
..and order now.

GENUINE
MILITARY &
POLICE BADGES
FOR SALE &
WANTED
50p stamp required
stating which list to:
C L Heys (Dept S),
PO Box 615,
Middleton,

Tamworth,
Staffs B78 2AZ

Tel/fax: 01827 874856




Mailbag

WE have received many e-mail responses to
our Vox pop feature via the Soldier page on
the Army web site. To be considered for publi-
cation, they must include a name and address.
Here are some that did:

Is it important to remember those
who fell in the First World War?

I'm delighted to see young folk supporting
remembrance. As a retired officer still serving
HM | feel strongly that those who died serving
Queen and country deserve more than just a
headstone. — | A Milne, Head Courts Martial
Admin Office, Upavon.

| remember with pride not just those who laid
down their lives in the world wars but friends
and colleagues who died in Northern Ireland,
Kuwait and the Falklands. Let's broaden the
scope of our remembrance. — Kerrie Mackey
(née Hughes, ex-WRAC), Washington DC.

Most of your interviewees consider Remem-
brance Day as applying to the two world
wars. In South Africa our services are for all
our fallen, including those in Lesotho recently.
— Lt Col E J Watson, SA Air Force.

My father fought in the First World War and
insisted we would never see its like again. |
am glad he was correct. We must remember.
—John Dingwall, chairman Parachute Reg-
imental Association, Lothian, Scotland.

Without remembering them we are forgetting
why we are here today. — Sgt Peter Cuth-
bert, 2 RGBW, Swindon.

| have a video, British Military Pageantry,
which has a section on Remembrance Day
and now realise how neglectful we have been
in paying tribute to our war dead. Our Memor-
ial Day is just another day off for Government
workers. | served with the US Marines in
Korea. — Jim Beebe, lllinois, USA.

Let us never forget those who gave us the
freedom we take for granted. - K J John-
son, ex-WO, Royal Anglian Regiment.

Other e-mails supporting the need for remem-
brance came from Lt Col (Retd) John Howes
RAMC; Trevor Lindley (Gordons, 1960-66); Cpl
Nicholas Eley, Somerset ACF; Under Officer
James Langham, Derbyshire Cadet Battalion,
WFR; Julianne Mulholland, London; L Lionel,
Bordeaux, France; Sgt Jon Matye, US Marine
Corps; Michael Gillard, US Army Reserve, Indi-
ana, USA; James Blake, Massachusetts, USA;
SSgt Mark J Stewart, New Albany, USA; Greg
Jacobs, West Hartford, USA; Senior Airman
Steven A Tipton, Andrews Air Force Base, Mary-
land, USA; Jonathan Boston (Queen's Regiment
1969-78), California, USA; lan Sawers (ex-Cpl
RE), Orlando, USA; Alex Elliott, Arizona, USA;
Charles E Hunter, pilot, National Guard, Virginia,
USA; Cdt C W O Aseltine, Royal Canadian ACC;
James Tennant, Ontario.

-
SOLDIER welcomes your letters, whether
you are an officer or other rank; serving or

civvy; nine, 19 or 90. All we ask is that you keep them

Why commuting was such bitter

I HAVE followed
your Ccorrespon-
dence on com-
muting with interest. I retired from the
Army in 1956 with the rank of WO2 after
24 years’ service.

As a staff instructor at Balham Drill
Hall, I was living in married quarters in
Hackbridge, Surrey, but could not obtain
alternative accommodation for my wife
and three children on leaving the Army.

I applied to commute some of my pen-
sion as a deposit for a house and, after an
examination by several doctors at Mill-
bank to ensure I would live long enough

experience for me "

to repay the debt,
granted

=g 1o b
stopped at ten shillings a week out of my
pension.

However, we were evicted from the
quarter before I could find alternative
accommodation.

Where did they get the idea that you
pay the money back only until you are 55?
I am 87 now and still repaying the money.
After two bad experiences, I'm afraid I
don’t have much faith in the ex-Service
welfare organisations. — P S Barnard,
Mitcham, Surrey CR4 2BH.

Matchless proof
of ’ecopic forks

I AM afraid Capt J F
Mapstone  (Nov) 18
wrong to state the first
Matchless motor-cycle
models with telescopic
forks were manufac-
tured in 1949.

As a dispatch rider
attached to the Eighth
Army headquarters in
Venice in 1945, I was
issued with one which
already had several
thousand miles on the
clock.

We also trained with
these models in 1944
when  stationed in
Hadrian’s Camp near
Carlisle.

Although they were
not as common as the
solid-fork models of the BSA and Royal
Enfield marks, they were frequently seen
in Italy. It is possible, albeit unlikely, that
some even saw service in the desert war.

My photograph (see above) was taken
in September 1945 on the roof of our bil-
lets in Venice. It was the first building on
the right as you entered Venice from the
Causeway. — Ted Gibson, ex-RASC,
Great Sutton, South Wirral.

Forked version: Ted Gibson pictured on his Matchless on the
roof of his Eighth Army billet in Venice in September 1945

brief and to the point. We’d prefer them to be typed but if they are handwritten, please put
names, addresses and in block capitals (not necessarily for publication).

A prize from the Soldier gift collection will be awarded each month if we judge that a letter,
serious or humorous, merits it. So get writing!

® Acceptance or rejection of letters is the decision of the Editor, who reserves the right to
Lamend for length, clarity or style. Anonymous letters will not be considered.

CAPT Mapstone is not correct in writing
that the 350cc Matchless was not manu-
factured until 1949. I was posted to be the
driver-batman to the commanding officer
of a Detail Issue Depot being formed in
the summer of 1943 and we were issued
with two of these bikes.

As I was the only person who could ride
a motor cycle, I had the pleasant duty of
running both of them in.

Details of the Matchless Lightweight
G3/L 350cc OHV (with Teledraulic front
forks) are given in Army Transport 1939-
1945, edited by David Fletcher of the
Tank Museum.

The Matchless G3/L photographed in
this book appears to have been posed in
the middle of a road junction, a strange
serting for an official photograph. - W
Gordon Hornsby, North Shields,
Tyne and Wear.
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" THEN AND THEN

=

Z0)YEARS AGO

A picture which tells
better than words the
kind of campaign which
is being waged in Malaya. Troops
watch as a terrorist hide-out goes up in
flames during Operation Rugger to
clear suspected Communist terrorists

From Soldier,
January 1949

=

\ . o -“_.‘;-.
225YEARS AGO
Maj John Blashford-

From Soldier,

January 1973 Snell RE, leader of the

British Trans-Americas
Expedition, which successfully crossed
the Darien Gap last year, was nominat-
ed to represent the Army at the Men of
the Year luncheon in London. (See My

kfrum the Muar-Lenga area of Johore. )

\_Army, Pages 34-35)

A long time away

from home front

YOUR correspondent R ] Shears (Nov)
may like to obtain a copy of Soldier dated
January 24, 1994, in which I gave details
of a Pte Nobby Clarke who, in the early
1920s, returned home after 33 years’ con-
tinuous Service overseas.

Also of Spr Percy Heatherton who,
when I left him in Ceylon in 1943, was
serving his 18th year of continuous over-
seas service.

In February 1939, my contingent of
Royal Engineers arrived in Ceylon for a
three-year tour of duty. When hostilities
started, a General Order of the Day

informed us we could expect to serve ten
years overseas before repatriation. Many
gunners on the island had already served
three years in other colonies and were well
into their second three-year tour.

In August 1944 in the Indian Army, my
division was carrying out combined oper-
ations in Deolali when the term, which
had been reduced to seven years the pre-
vious year, was suddenly reduced to five. I
literally crossed the road to the transit
centre and, on the following day, was on
board a ship of a homeward-bound
convoy. —John V Lewis, Longfield, Kent.

| was untaxed by years of overseas service . . .

CONCERNING R ] Shears’s letter on
length of service overseas, I claim no
records but offer my own details for infor-
mation.

After two-plus years as a regimental boy
— at the other end of Ordnance Road from
where Soldier is located — and young sol-
dier, my adult Regular service began on
my 18th birthday, Sept 27, 1956, and
concluded on Nov 7, 1978. I served in
West Germany, Hong Kong and South
Korea between Feb 57 and March 61

SOLDIER January 1999

and, following 2'/2 years at the War Office,
served successively in Hong Kong, Singa-
pore, West Berlin, with NATO at Naples
and with the British Embassy in
Bucharest between Feb 64 and June 74.
Of my adult Regular service of 22 years
and one month I spent 14 years and five
months with overseas units and would
like to take this opportunity of offering to
all who paid UK taxes during this period
my undying gratitude. — Iain Leggatt,
ex-RASC and RAOC, Carnoustie.

WRITE TO: SOLDIER, ORDNANCE ROAD, ALDERSHOT, HANTS GU11 2DU @ E-mail: solmag@btinternet.com

PSS

Last National ...

FURTHER to Sheila Mitchell’s letter (Last of
his kind, Dec), | can just beat her husband's
38-year unbroken career starting with
National Service. | was called up for Nation-
al Service and joined the Grenadier Guards
on March 16, 1960, then became a Regular,
serving with the regiment until Sept 1, 1987
before becoming PSAQ of A (London Scot-
tish) Company, The London Regiment. |
retire on June 30, having served 39 years
and 106 days, the last 18'/2 years as a cap-
tain. — Capt T S Nolan, A (London Scottish)
Coy, Horseferry Road, London.

.. . Serviceman

I JOINED the RASC as a National Service-
man in August 1960 and, having served a
Short Service Commission and later a
Regular Commission in both RASC and
RCT, have been a uniformed Army Careers
Officer since 1992, badged RLC since
1993. | retire on August 30 after 39 years,
three weeks and five days . . . and | only
joined to do two years.

There will soon come a day when the
last of us hangs up his uniform. It would
be of interest if the Army Personnel Centre
could identify in each of the possible cate-
gories (those with continuous uniformed
service and those who had a break but
returned to uniform) who are the last in
the line. The day when the last National
Service soldier hands in his ID card
should not go unrecorded. — Lt Col C D
Taylor, Army Careers Officer, Norwich.

What's in a name?

THE readers who wrote (Nov) about Army
chefs/cooks reminded me of a story. This
is the polite version. In the mess at break-
fast on morning, the orderly officer thun-
dered: “Who called the cook a prat?” A
voice from somewhere in the crowded
mess retorted: “Who called the prat a
cook?” — A Sheldon, Nottingham.

In active retirement

RE the letter (Nov) headed “Active
retired”, it has always amused me that
Part Il of the Army List, which lists officers
in receipt of Retired Pay, is titled “Non-
Effective Officers in receipt of Retired
Pay”. Possibly some, while active, were
non-effective also, although drawing full
pay. Is this known as downsizing? - Alan
Brocklehurst, Penarth, South Glamorgan.

Border-line decision

THE photograph of Sgt Sharon Potts (Vox
pop, Nov) shows her wearing the cap
badge of The King’s Own Royal Border
Regiment (KORBR), not The King’s Own
Scottish Borderers (KOSB) as stated. Your
feature on Victorian Christmas cards
(Greetings from yesteryear, Dec) includes a
card depicting two soldiers of the Royal
Artillery, not the Army Service Corps. The
left-hand figure has a red stripe on his
trousers and the ASC wore white.-R E
Thomas, ex-RWF, Cardiff.




r Tony Thomas
H& 3 BN PARA

Reluctant
para’s tale

HERE is a round-up of some
recent self-published books:

The Soldier by Maj Tony
Thomas. Story of a 40-year
career from early days in the
Durham Light Infantry to life as a
“reluctant” para, taking him to
Amhem among many other
places before retiring to run the
Guide Dogs for the Blind. (Pent-
land Press, Soham, Ely, CB75
BA,; softback, £9.50.)

Lucky Signaller by Michael
Hancock. Autobiographical
account of a long and varied
career which took the author all
over the world before his retire-
ment as a major general. The
index reads like a military Who's
Who. (Book Guild, Lewes, E
Sussex; hardback, £15.95.)

For the Duration by Gordon
Nisbett. Recollections of life as a
conscript in North Africa, Italy and
Palestine, 1941-46, written as a
tribute both to the 1st British
Infantry Division and to the offi-
cers and men of the First Recon-
naissance Regiment, Royal
Armoured Corps, with whom he
served. (Pentland Press, hard-
back, £14.95.)

Bishop Oliver: Letters and
Reminiscences by John Green-
Wilkinson. Following war service
with the 60th Rifles (KRRC) the
author’'s brother, Francis Oliver
Green-Wilkinson, became
Bishop of Northern Rhodesia and
latterly Archbishop of Central
Africa when he was killed in a
1970 car accident. (Paperback,
available at £12 inc UK postage
from the author at 5 Edgar Villas,
Edgar Road, Winchester SO23
9TP; add £2 per copy for over-
seas postings.)

Duke of York's Royal Military School
drummers, Dover Beach ... a study
from This Man’s Army, a slightly
eccentric book of black and white

portraits by Martin Figura.

Figura's subjects, formally posed
in familiar surroundings - officers’
mess, barrack room, gymnasium,
married quarters, parade square —
provide a fresh and unusual look at

otherwise ordinary situations.

Martin Figura joined the RAPC as a
junior soldier, rose to the rank of war-
rant officer by the age of 30 and even-
tually left with a Regular commission.
He is now a freelance photographer.

This Man's Army is available from
Dewi Lewis Publishing, 8 Broomfield
Road, Heaton Moore, Stockport SK4

1RD, price £12.95.

Ghosts in khaki

TINSELTOWN has always
rewritten history. In recent
years Hollywood has had a
crack at both Scottish and
Irish legends and Steven
Spielberg has given us an all-
American D-Day.

Now Charles Whiting has
tackled the Yanks at their own
game. He has examined the
Battle of the Bulge of Decem-
ber 1944 to show that not only
did a British field marshal run
it for the Americans, but that
90,000 British soldiers held
the vital last-ditch defence
before the German arttack — a
whole British corps which
conveniently disappeared from
the US history books.

Indeed as soon Mont-
gomery heard the Germans
had broken through in the
Ardennes on December 26,
1944, he took charge of the
northern flank.

Without recourse to Eisen-
hower, the Supreme Com-
mander, Monty grabbed
control of the US 9th and 1st
Armies and started directing
their operations. It would be
exactly two-and-a-half days
before Eisenhower was aware
of what was going on and
then he caused an unholy

The Battle of the Builge:
Britain’s Untold Story by
Charles Whiting (Sutton, £19.99).

task of liberating the “Bat-
tered Bastards of Bastogne”.
The US 101st Airborne Divi-
sion was supposedly trapped
in the Belgian city of that
name. In truth it was basically
a propaganda exercise — Bas-
togne was never really sur-
rounded.

Monty did more. He whis-
tled up his reserves, mainly
from Horrocks’s XXX Corps,
all five divisions of infantry
and armour, and placed them
in a blocking position on the
River Meuse.

While the Americans were
still fumbling and in some
cases retreating three weeks
after the German offensive
had started, Monty’s men
went into action in the snow-
bound hills of the Ardennes in
a battle never before recorded.

It was tough going. The
armour was unable to support

the infantry due to the weath-

er, the Germans were dug in
and the attackers were short of
food, ammo and clothing. But

not courage. The 12th Para-
chute Battalion, for instance,
attacked at the village of Bure
and suffered 30 per cent casu-
alties in a single day.

The 1st Bn, East Lancs, on

" the other end of the line, were

so badly hit after 48 hours of
combat that survivors had to
be pulled out and re-formed.
The 53rd Welsh Division had
to absorb 4,000 teenage
replacements after the fighting.

None of this was revealed at
the time because the battle
had become a political issue.
It had to go down in history as
an American battle that the
average GI could be proud of
having won.

Today there are monuments
to the great US soldiers of
those days throughout Bel-
gium, but none to the British -
save that remote cemetery on
the hillside with the graves of
18-year-olds dead before they
had begun to live. As Monty
himself wrote somewhat cyni-
cally later — “the less said
about this battle, the better”.

Whiting, using new sources
and eyewitness accounts, has
told an exciting and important

story, detailing a British

involvement in a battle,

Soldier ordering service

All books mentioned on these pages are avail-
able from Helion & Company, who can also
supply 14,500 in-print military books and oper-
ate a free professional military booksearch.

Corners of My Mind by Peter
Macdonald. Anecdotally enter-
taining, if sometimes charmingly
indiscreet, memoirs of a retired
brigadier’s 32 years in the Army.
(Petmac Publications, 50 The

turning the British partici-
pation in the Battle of the
Bulge from a footnote into a
famous contribution.
Tinseltown had better

row among his own gener-
als by revealing he had
appointed Monty to com-
mand in the north.

The result was that

Helion & Company, 26 Willow Road, Solihull,

Pines, Woodside, Hazelwood Patton, leading the US 3rd ;";%%t 'f“lidlgifl:15_ﬁ'~;'11;=15|5- England (tel 0121 705 watch out if we ever have
Road, Bristol, BS9 1QD; paper- Army still under American e address:bDoz;@he"on.co.uk another movie on the
back, £6.95.) Command, was given the Website: htp://www.helion.co.uk Bulge. - CS
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How the Army has

changed

in 99

years},

ASKED by an expert to
identify the three major
changes which have trans-
formed the British Army
since 1900, most of us
would get the first two
right, but the third might
come as a surprise.

Fd Marshal Lord Carver
has lived through 83 of
those years and is categori-
cal. First, he writes in this
major one-volume history,
the Army is now much
more professional across
the ranks; secondly, tech-
nology has revolutionised
its weapons, communica-
tions and transport.

Thirdly — and this is
where (rightly or wrongly)
many might not have
attached similar signifi-
cance — “women now serve
alongside men almost
everywhere”.

The author’s point is under-
lined when you consider that
well over 7,000 women now
serve in the British Army
(compared with the relatively
small numbers of the Army
Nursing Service in 1900) and
that the range of Army posts
now open to both sexes is
greater than ever.

A descendant of the Duke
of Wellington, this Second
World War tank officer who
commanded an armoured
brigade at the age of 29 and
rose to become Chief of the
Defence Staff is quick to point
out that despite these great
human and scientific changes,
some things stay the same.

He adds: “. . . a pattern
remains, originating in the
17th and 18th centuries, pri-
marily in the cavalry and
infantry, of a tribal regimental
system, even though the
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figure had increased tenfold

Britain’s Army in the 20th Cen-
tury by Fd Marshal Lord Carverin
association with the Imperial War
Museum (Macmillan, £30).

names of the regiments have
changed and changed again
ever since they were, in both
arms, known only by num-
bers. In spite of this devotion
to the past, the army has man-
aged, not without difficulty and
resistance at times, to adapt
itself to new technologies.”
Lord Carver’s sweeping his-
tory is an object lesson in lucid
writing and second to none as
a clear chronicle of events,
though it will disappoint those
who may have expected a
series of trenchant observa-
tions on the big issues.(For
example, the book was com-
pleted before the results of the
1997-98 Strategic Defence
Review were announced.)

Two members of Queen Alexandra’s Imperial Military Nursing Service
in ltaly in the Second World War, one of many illustrations in Britain’s
Army in the 20th Century. As the author notes, in September, 1939 the
Army’s female strength (ATS, QAIMNS and TA) was 22,801. By 1943 the

Picture: Imperial War Museum

Here and there, however,
passing comments provide
exceptions to the rule. Haig,
he says, “convinced he had the
support of a wvery Scottish
deity”, persisted doggedly
with hopeless tactics. But he
retained the confidence of his
men and was judged harshly.

Lord Carver has taken pains
to ensure that his choice of
eye-witness records, mined
from the rich seam of the
Imperial War Museum’s doc-
umentary archive, are all pre-
viously unpublished. He has
also drawn extensively on the
museum’s collections of pho-
tographs and artworks, and
there are 16 maps.

If anyone is looking for an
authoritative, clearly-written,
well-illustrated, no-nonsense
British Army history from the
Boer War to Bosnia, then this
isit. - CH

Code-breakers tell
the Bletchley story

ROBERT HARRIS made a
cracking good thriller out of it in
Enigma. Now journalist Michael

STATION X

Smith, a former
member of the
Int Corps, has
researched offi-
cial files and
talked to sur-
vivors to tell the
factual inside
story of Bletch-
ley Park, the
wartime code-
breaking centre,
in Station X
(Channel 4 Books, £14.99), pub-
lished later this month in
advance of a spring TV series.
The Buckinghamshire mansion
was where hand-picked men
and women broke the German
codes and built the world's first
programmable computer.

Cleric’s invention no
flash in the pan

BY today’s standards, the Rev
Alexander Forsyth might seem
an unconventional country cleric:
he liked wildfowl-
ing, working in
his Aberdeen-
shire smithy and
tinkering with
explosives. He
did not shoot
many birds
because they
flew off when
they saw the
flash from his
flint, so he
designed the percussion system,
adopted by the British Army in
1839. This story and others, from
the invention of gunpowder to
nuclear fusion, are toldin G |
Brown's informative and enter-
taining The Big Bang: A History
of Explosives (Sutton, £19.99).

Raw reality of one
gunner’s life

MANY will be uncomfortable with
the sentiments behind the title
Not for Queen and Country
(Pharaoh Press,
paperback,
£6.99). They
reflect the heart-
felt conviction of
Edward Den-
mark, formerly
with 12 Regi-
ment RA, that
high principles
are all very well,
but when you
are facing raw
action in the Falklands War and
Northern Ireland, you are fighting
for survival rather than any
nobler ideal. He should know,
and the stark narrative pulls no
punches.

®



Bulletin board

Adventurous training now welcomed in 136 countries

NEARLY 550 overseas expeditions were
mounted last year under the Army’s adven-
turous training programme. They involved
8,344 personnel in countries as far afield as
Peru, Thailand, the Ukraine and Micronesia.
According to the Army Adventurous Train-
ing Compendium, 136 countries now wel-
come expeditions. Last year more than 6,500
personnel from all three Services, half of

them from the Army, gained leadership quali-
fications in adventurous training.

Activities covered include offshore sailing,
sub-aqua diving, kayaking and canoeing,
caving, mountaineering, trekking, rock climb-
ing, alpine and nordic skiing, freefall para-
chuting, hang gliding and paragliding.

Formally recognised in 1971, adventurous
training is enthusiastically encouraged by the

Sounds good: Musicians from the Military Band of the South Notts Hussars serenade
Ypres veteran William Bowmar on his 100th birthday. Mr Bowmar fought with the Royal
Artillery Regiment at Passchendaele, Ypres and Arras, where he was gassed. Pictured with
him at his home near Nottingham are, from left, Bdr Frank Verhees, LBdr Dave Whitham,
WO2 Trevor Calton, Bdsm Linton Allen, LBdr Barry Mousley and Bdsm Andrew Sharpe.

SEARCHLINE

Were you a National Serviceman called up on
May 5, 1960 to The Devonshire and Dorset
Regiment at Topsham Barracks, Exeter? If
s0, get in touch with Dave Houghton on 01234
261632 for details of a reunion in April.

Cheam and Outer London (South) Branch of
the Italy Star Association 1943-45 is anxious
to contact Italy veterans in its area. It organis-
es regular meetings and regular pilgrimages
to Italy, the next in September. Ring Roy Quin-
ton on 0181 241 0275 (fax 0181 669 5520) for
details. Veterans in other areas who wish to
join the branch should ring 01425 614884.

Information sought on 154 WETC “Knos-
trop” training camp for Army cadets at Leeds.
Former cadets who attended the camp during
the period 1950-70 are asked to contact E
Janssen, Zelkstraat 9, B-3545 Halen, Bel-
gium, e-mail annelies.janssen@skynet.be

Mayotte Island: French doctoral student
wishes to trace anyone who served in May-
otte-Pamanzi in the Comores during the
Second World War, particularly 5 and 6 King's
African Rifles and 2, 3, 4 and 7 Northern
Rhodesian Regiment. Replies to Miss |
Denis, 4 Rue F G Lorca, 45400 Fleury-Les-
Aubrais, France.

W W Hannam seeks career details and family
background of Lt Col P H (Richard) Burbury,
CO South Lancs Regt, killed in action at 0745

on D-Day, June 6, 1944, at landing beach
Queen Red while attacking an 88mm gun
emplacement. He was commissioned into the
DCLI in 1925 and served in India with the 1st
Bnuntil 1937. Also served on staff in Palestine
where he was mentioned in dispatches.
Replies to Postboys, Sedlescombe, nr Battle,
E Sussex TN33 0QF.

Nearly 200 former staff and pupils of the
Royal Naval School. Tal Handaq, Malta
attended a recent reunion at Oxford. If you
would like to be included in the next gathering,
planned for 2001, or just want to contact old
friends, contact Viv Daly on 01752 894846 or
e-mail VivDaly@my-email.co.uk

Dr Julian Lamb seeks anyone who can fill in
details of Range Rover ELA 830J used at
Boscombe Down between 1970-85, during
which it covered 136,000 miles. The third pro-
duction Range Rover built, it was used for pro-
totype trials as a rapid-response ambulance.
The conversion was not deemed suitable and
ELA 830J, the only one of its kind to be built,
was sold to the MoD. Replies to 1447 Warwick
Road, Knowle, Solihull, West Midlands B33
9LU (tel 01564 771321).

Former members of the Band of the Royal
Signals who wish to attend a reunion are
asked to contact Dr John Smith, The Old Rec-
tory, 27 Weasenham Road, Gt Massingham,
Norfolk PE32 2EY.

Army as a means of developing physical fit-
ness, moral courage, initiative, powers of
endurance and inter-dependence through
challenging pursuits.

Units planning expeditions can find a mass
of information in the AT compendium, AGAI
Vol 1, Chapter 11, JSP 419, DCls or by con-
tacting their regimental adventurous training
officer.

Joint Service Mountain Training Wing,
Tywyn: Former members of staff who have
not been notified of the close-down reunion
on March 6 should contact JSMTC on
01654 710371 or Tywyn Mil 8628.

RAMC/RADC WOs and Sgts Past and
Present Dinner Club: Annual dinner and
reunion on May 8 at Fort Blockhouse (for-
merly HMS Dolphin), Gosport. Details from
WO1 (RSM) R Murdy RAMC, Hon Sec,
DMS Training Centre, Keogh Barracks,
Ash Vale, nr Aldershot, Hants GU12 5RQ.

50 Missile Club RA: Annual reunion at Bri-
tannia Hotel, Stockport on May 8-9, with
church parade to dedicate the standard.
Details from A J Todd on 01387 262378.
Membership enquiries to the secretary at 9
The Grove, Heathhall, Dumfries DG1 1TN.

Mortar Platoon, 1 RGJ: Reunion planned
for July, to be incorporated in Greenjacket
weekend at Winchester. Contact Vince
Wellington on 0181 286 1253 (evenings).

Korean War: International reunion for
Korean War veterans will take place in
London on July 18-23 to mark the 50th
anniversary of the eve of the conflict. Veter-
ans in the UK and abroad should contact
their local BKVA or KVA branch secretary
or the BKVA organising office at 38 Spring
Street, London W2 1JA (tel +44 (0) 171 224
9069 or fax +44 (0) 171 224 9061).

JSMTC(S): Reunion planned for Septem-
ber, date and venue to be confirmed.
Details from Ann Baldwin on 01667 452513
or Ella Wood on 01667 455589.

Boys Squadron RAC: Reunion planned
for Oct 2 in Birmingham. Contact Charlie
Welchman on 01929 553466 for details.

Arborfield Army Apprentices, Intakes
50A and 50B: Former apprentices interest-
ed in a reunion planned for Oct 2000
should contact Clem Clements on 01604
712128 or Tom Lennox on 01423 865225.

A and SH messes to close

Following SDR, 7th/8th (Volunteer) Battal-
ion, The Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders
(Princess Louise’s), formerly 3/51 Highland,
will amalgamate with 3rd Battalion, The Black
Watch and 3rd Battalion, The Highlanders.
Individuals or organisations who have present-
ed items to the Officers’ Mess or WOs' and
Sgts’ Mess and who would like them returned,
or have a preference in their disposal, should
contact the unit by Jan 31. Write to Battalion
HQ, 7/8 A and SH, TA Centre, Forthside, Stir-
ling FK7 7RR or telephone 0131 310 8203.
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Command performance: Jermaine Jaques, 18, explains a command task to an apparently
unconvinced Prince of Wales while the royal visitor was watching ethnic recruits and
potential recruits being put through their paces at the Army Training Regiment, Pirbright.
The Prince was accompanied by Maj Gen Evelyn Webb-Carter, whose Household Division
has been at the forefront of efforts to attract more soldiers from the ethnic minorities. A few
days later it was announced that Prince Charles, pictured in the rank of colonel, had been

promoted major general on his 50th birthday

Picture: Chris Fletcher

Greenfinches pay
tribute to fallen

GUEST of honour at a 25th anniversary
dinner for Greenfinches at Mahon Bar-
racks, Portadown was Brig H | P Baxter,
who chose the famous radio nickname for
the first women to enlist in the Ulster
Defence Regiment in September 1973.
He was the commanding officer at the
time.

Organised by two Greenfinches, WO?2
Lorraine Hughes and WO2 Barbara
Wilson, the dinner paid tribute to four of
their number — Ptes Eva Martin and Mar-
garet Hearst, LCpl Jean Liggett and Cpl
Heather Kerrigan — who were killed by
terrorist action.

® A new portrait of Gen Sir Michael
Walker by the Cambridge-based artist
Anthony Tyley has been completed for
the Ist Battalion, The Royal Anglian Reg-
iment. Gen Walker, now C-in-C Land
Command, joined the regiment in 1966
and later commanded the 1st Battalion.

@® The airstrip on the Isle of Mull off
Scotland’s West Coast has a posh new
brass plaque to record the fact that it was
constructed in 1965 by 15 Field Park
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Squadron RE. The strip has been a veri-
table lifeline for the island. In the past 33
vears more than 400 medical evacuations
— on average, about one a month — have
been made from it to the mainland.

® Junction Six Industrial Park at
Witton, Birmingham is the rather unusu-
al location for a new tribute to a long-
dead First World War hero. Arthur
“Titch” Vickers, who died in 1944 and is
buried in an unmarked grave in Witton
Cemetery, won the VC during the Battle
of Loos while serving with the Royal War-
wickshires. To mark the 80th anniversary
of the Armistice, the developers of the
industrial park have erected a plaque in
Titch’s memory on the site of the former
GEC Factory where he once worked.

® Readers who were interested in
Pamela M Caunt’s first guide to military
“sweethearts” will be interested to learn
she has published a second guide to the
collectable jewellery. Priced £6.95 plus
£1.50 p & p, it is available from the
author at Collectors’ Books, 69 Mildmay
Park, London N1 4NB.

Veterans'
alliance
takes off

FAREHAM in Hampshire recently
opened the first local branch of an
organisation which in a remarkably
short time has grown to represent thou-
sands of former National Servicemen.

Birmingham is expected to form the
second branch and others are likely to
follow all over the country.

Alan Tizzard, chairman and secretary
of the National Service Veterans
Alliance (NSVA), says interest in the
body is increasing by the day. His post-
man dreads any mention of the NSVA
on television or radio because it quickly
translates into a bulging mailbag. So
heavy has been the response that at
times his local Post Office has had to
make special deliveries to Mr Tizzard’s
south London home.

The alliance is open to anyone who
was called up between the end of hostil-
ities in 1945 and the end of National
Service in 1963. Its primary objectives
include campaigning to:

® Gain formal recognition for its
members’ contribution in the form of a
medal approved by the Queen;

@ Obtain compensation for those suf-
fering as a result of their service;

® Lobby for the erection of memori-
als to National Service dead;

® Establish exhibits in museums;

@ Win the right to march as a contin-
gent at the Cenotaph on Remembrance

Sunday.
MEDAL ISSUE

But the burning issue is the award of
an official medal to mark National Ser-
vice. Some years ago a commercial deal
was struck by the Royal British Legion,
and so far nearly £180,000 has been
raised for the Poppy Appeal through the
sale of its commemorative medal.

However, veterans are not allowed to
wear it alongside campaign medals or
on Legion parades. Alan Tizzard says
the issue is the one that unites veterans
in the UK and elsewhere. Support for
the cause comes from as far afield as
Australia and New Zealand, Canada
and the USA, Europe and Africa.

A national reunion is being planned
in London early in the new year. If you
want to register or find out more, con-
tact Alan Tizzard c/o NSVA, Robin
Cottage, 220 Kingsground, Eltham,
London SE9 5EW (0181 859 8378) ...
and he would be grateful if you would
enclose a stamped, addressed envelope.
It might not help the postman, but it
would make the overworked secretary’s
life a whole lot easier. J
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Diary

All pretence
swept aside

HONESTY is obviously the
best policy, so hats off to
Granada Defence Services
for the wording of a recent
circular to the occupants of
quarters within Sandhurst
Station.

A letter to householders
notifying them of their
annual chimney-cleaning
visit stated: “To complete the
job with as much inconve-
nience to yourselves as pos-
sible we have detailed a
programme which allots a
morning or afternoon date

... for your chimney to be
swept.”

Can't say they weren't
warned.

Elders do know better,
occasionally. Maj Patrick
Farrelly, serving at HQ
Provost Marshal at Upavon,
and daughter Bridgit both
started undergraduate
degrees in geography four
years ago. He has just been
awarded a first by Birbeck
College, she a 2.2 by
Aberdeen University. Bridgit,
23, now plans to join the
Army. Maj Farrelly left school with one A
Level, in geography, and commissioned into
The Parachute Regiment in 1972.

Discussions are being held on re-locat-
ing the Jerome Gatehouse Collection of
military music to Brecon. The extensive
treasure trove of band music, programmes
and literature is currently filling every
nook and cranny in the Newport home of
Jerome’s widow, Anne.

Soldiers from Walsall-based 143 Plant
Squadron took their heavy engineering and
earth-moving equipment to the National
Arboretum site at Alrewas, Staffordshire to get
the project back on schedule for its millenni-
um deadline. The TA sappers, who have been
involved on the site since 1996, were called in
to complete drainage work which had been
delayed by heavy rainfall during the summer.

DATES

FEBRUARY
6: Royal salute by The King's Troop RHA,
Hyde Park, 1200; HAC at Tower of London
to mark Queen’s accession.

JULY

20-Aug 2: Royal Tournament, Earls Court.
23-25: Invicta Military Preservation Soci-
ety's War and Peace Show, Beltring Hop
Farm and Country Park, Kent.

® 7o include public events in this diary, con-
tact the Editor.

Col Philip Mixer from 212 Field Hospital
(V) acted as medical escort during a
Royal British Legion pilgimage to
Cyprus. One widow in the party visited
for the first time the buffer zone grave of
her late husband, a fighter pilot who
crashed in the 1950s.

Celebrating: Royal Military Policewomen
Capt Jan Waring, left, Sgt Laura Ashworth,
centre, and Sgt Shirley Shufflebottom trav-
elled to Cologne to mark the 75th anniver-
sary of the employment of policewomen in
North Rhine Westphalia. The trio, all serv-
ing with Rheindahlen-based 101 Provost
Company, were official guests of the Euro-
pean Network of Policewomen.

Col John Swanston from Putney was
invested as an Officer of the Order of St John
at a ceremony in the historic Grand Priory
Church, Clerkenwell, London. He was pre-
sented with the insignia by the Lord Prior of
the Order, Lord Vestey. Each award is
approved by the Queen.

More than 700 white posts marking the
boundary between the Sovereign Base
Areas and the Republic of Cyprus have
come under scrutiny during an annual
survey by a 23-strong group from 19 Spe-
cialist Team Royal Engineers.

The sappers, who are usually based
near Newbury, had to check 284 posts in
the Western area and 500 in the Eastern,
replacing missing markers and repairing
any that were broken. The posts have to
be visible and in line. Co-ordinator WO2
Paul Varley said the job had taken five
weeks to complete.

Soldiers from 7 Signal Regiment at
Mbénchengladbach, led by SSgt Archie
Gemmel and Sgt Steve Easter, played a big
part in the annual St Martin's Day parade and
bonfire held at Bradbury Barracks. They
wrapped and handed out sweets to thou-
sands of children.
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FIRST World War veteran Gerald
Harper, 99, stood proudly to attention
as the Legion d’Honneur was pinned on
his chest by Col Michel Perrodon,
French Military Artaché, during a cere-
mony at Coventry.

Gerald, who served with the 5th Royal
Berkshires, won the Military Medal
during the battle for Meault on the
banks of the River Ancre.

He regularly volunteered to patrol no
man’s land, but later revealed that this
brave action was not entirely altruistic.
He had realised the German gunners
knew precisely where the British trench-
es were and regularly lobbed shells into
them with considerable accuracy.

Gerald reasoned that if he had little
idea of where he was in no man’s land,
the enemy wouldn’t either.

He was one of three 1914-18 soldiers
to receive France’s first ranking order at
a ceremony in Coventry’s Holy Trinity
Church. It followed the French Govern-
ment’s decision to honour the surviving
veterans of the Western Front as a mark
of respect on the 80th anniversary of the
Armistice.

Gerald was back in the thick of it
during the Second World War, when he
co-ordinated rescue teams in Birming-
ham and Coventry after every air raid.
His experience was invaluable in making
bomb-damaged buildings safe for res-
cuers searching for survivors.

Proud: Gerald Harper, right, receives his Legion d’'Honneur from Col Michel Perrodon

Supersappei\

Maj Matthew Tresidder RE, pictured, has
received the annual Staff Corps Prize
from Gen Sir Roger Wheeler, Chief of the
General Staff, at the RLC HQ Officers’
Mess at Deepcut

The prestigious
award was made at
the annual dinner of
the Engineer and
Logistic Staff Corps,
an influential net-
work which provides
skilled engineers and
experts to advise the
MoD.

Maj Tresidder was
singled out for the
prize for his “sustained contribution to
engineering and logistics” as officer
commanding 6 HQ Squadron RE, part of
Tidworth-based 22 Engineer Regiment.

Although not organised, manned or
trained to do so, his squadron construct-
ed a complex 40m-long bridge while on
exercise in Kenya, built dormitories and
staff accommodation for two schools,
engineered two airstrips and four water
holes, and repaired roads and bridges
damaged by flooding.

L
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VC book is testimony to
courage of crippled author

DAVID Harvey’s much-delayed block-
buster on the winners of the Victoria
Cross — Monuments to Courage — is due to
be published in March. The author was
badly injured by a drunken driver while
walking in France in 1992,

Originally planned for release in 1993,
the A4-size book, which runs to nearly
800 pages, will be available as a two-
volume boxed set weighing a handy 101b.
It contains more than 6,000 photographs

to accompany chronological coverage of

each of the 1,351 recipients of the VC, the

location of every grave (apart from six,
mainly in India) and known memorial.
David Harvey, now virtually housebound,
called on a worldwide network of contacts
to ensure his book was the most accurate
and up-to-date record available. He was
helped and encouraged by 28 living VCs.
Monuments is likely to sell for about £65
plus £6.50 p&p and proceeds will go to
the Royal Star and Garter Home at Rich-
mond. All enquiries should be addressed
to P Mendes da Costa, 124 Qatlands
Drive, Weybridge, Surrey KT13 9HL.

® A 116-page fourth and final volume
in the excellent Reading University series
on the Kitchener Battalions of the Royal
Berkshire Regiment has been published.
Like its “prequels”, it is the work of a
group of mature students working out of
the university.

Their Dury Done deals with the 5th and
8th Battalions in the last year of the war,
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1918. It is available in softback at £7.95
from the Centre for Continuing Educa-
tion, The University, London Road,
Reading RG1 5AQ (cheques payable to
The University of Reading).

Also available is a re-print of the first
volume, Responding to the Call (1914-15
and the Battle of Loos), priced £4.95. Add
£1 p&p for one volume, £1.50 for two.
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Standard issue
women'’s under:
wear of the
Second World War

“1 HAD a pair® of khaki silk
bloomers that I could hold under
my chin and they reached below by
knees,” Pte A Allen, Yorks ATS, is
reported to have said on receiving
her uniform and kit issue in 1940.

The British Army, having little
experience of intimate female
apparel, sought advice from the
QMAAC and the Women’s Royal
Air Force Old Comrades’ Associa-
tions in 1939. A wool-and-cotton
vest, plus panties, brassiére and
knickers to match the uniform,
were suggested . . . and readily
agreed to by the War Office.

AUTHORISED

At her request, patterns were
sent to Princess Mary, the Princess
Royal, who approved them, adding
that she would be willing to wear
the garments herself.

By 1949 there were 14 items of
ferale underwear on the Army’s
Scales of Clothing.

But the following decade found a
greater variety of underwear than
ever before in the shops, at afford-
able prices, the result of which was
that most Servicewomen preferred
to buy their own. Issue items were
phased out.

These articles of underwear are on display
in The Right to Serve exhibition at the
National Army Museum in Chelsea.
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Carrying the

Tours in Bosnia and Northern Ireland can mean ¢
ing. Usually the “two-can rule” applies — soldiers
more than two beers a day and spirits are banned.

precaution or excessively cautious? We asked 11 g

Gnr Andrew
Parnaby, 1 RHA
(on operations in
Bosnia)

It’s got to be done
because you have to =
set a standard. We are
here on a peacekeep-
ing mission and if you
are called upon to do
something and you have had more than
two cans you might not be up to the task.

Sgt Dave King, RLC
On operational tours |
think the rule is a good
thing. It keeps every-
one sane. In Bosnia |
was in a mobile team
and we did a lot of dri-
ving. You never knew
when you were going
to be called out so we
couldn't really drink.

Sgt Darren Batcup,
RLC

I've experienced it in
Northern Ireland. |
think there has to be
a limit, although |
find it a bit hypocriti-
cal because officers
and senior NCOs
preach it most but
pay least attention to it.

Pte Donna
Harrison, RLC

The rule didn't affect me
in Bosnia because |
was based in Split, and
there, it was OK as long
as you didn't drink too
much. I'm not a big

drinker anyway, but | don’t think the rules
should apply to everyone; just to younger
people who can't handle it.

LCpl Alan Thorburn, 1 KOSB
(serving in Bosnia)

| agree with the rule
because there are cir-
cumstances in which
we could be called on
suddenly. But there
should be some
leeway when we are
not on duty.

LCpl Mark
Meacham, RLC

If you are in a situation
where things could
start suddenly, then
there should be a no-
can rule. But in North-
ern Ireland, as it is at
the moment, there's no
need for it. I've been to
Northern Ireland four times, twice during a
cease-fire, but the rule was still applied.

Cpl Jon Burnside,
RLC

I've been on opera-
tional tours where it
has been enforced
only if there has been
trouble. | don't like it
when it's applied -
two beers to last two
to three hours is a bit difficult. It's like
being treated as a kid. Most people know
when to stop.

Interviews: Graham Bound and Anthony Stone  Pictures: Mike Weston

Lt Louise Burt, AGC
(serving in Bosnia)
Soldiers have the
opportunity away from
theatre to have a few
drinks. | think many
people use the two-can
rule as an opportunity
to get fitter.

Pte Darren
Dickens, 1 WFR
(serving in Bosnia)
The two-can rule is a
good thing because if
anything happens
you are ready for it.

Sgt Donna Green,
RLC

| can see the reason
why they do it. If you
have a lot of young-
sters who will abuse
alcohol, then you have
got to apply it. But if an
operational tour is
relaxed, then the rules should be flexible.

Pte Perry
Hayward, 1 WFR
(serving in Bosnia)
Two cans should be
enough because you
are always knackered
anyway. It's not like
you are going to go
out and party.
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Germany 25 min i
Norway 21 min ..;«f
Conada 23 min
Netherlands 25 min A 1=
Falkland ls. 5min NG+ "

Bosnia 17 min

Approximate minutes
for a £10 card

24 hours a day, 7daysamlc
Call 0800 496 0528 to order
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The Toughest Shelters For The World’s Toughest Jobs

Pioneering Aireshelta inflatable buildings have proved themselves in action again and again
with all Britain’s armed forces and civilian emergency services.

The photographs on this page tell their own story with the Airesheltas now deployed all over the world with units as
diverse as the Royal Military Police, the Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers, the Army Air Corps and both the
Royal Air Force and Royal Navy aircraft crash investigation and salvage teams.

The company has now unveiled its revolutionary inflatable Aireshower decontamination unit designed with the
Ambulance Service Association working group on major chemical incidents.

g Aireshelta made the world’s largest
inflatable garage which helped to
give the history-making British
Thrust supersonic car team a vital
edge when it smashed both the world
land speed record and sound barrier.

Airesheltas come in any size and
colour, including camouflage,
and are ideal as:

*instantly-inflated command
and control centres

*highly portable temporary
workshops that can withstand
the world’s harshest weather

With the Army Air Corps in Norway.

*casualty-clearing stations and
temporary field hospitals

*briefing cases, field classrooms and
eye-catching exhibition displays at
public shows

+they take a couple of soldiers just
minutes to inflate and deflate

*we also provide super-bright
low-energy lights, Honda
generators and instant Hotcan food

Rescuers test the Aireshower.

The Military Police use Airesheltas as mobile‘checkpoints in Bosﬁié.

Airesheltas turn the great outdoors ... indoors

QL7 Huddersfield, West Yorkshire, HD3 4TG.

D \/ Aireshelta Ltd, Jubilee Works, 10 Dale Street, Longwood,
i\@i} Telephone: (01484) 646559. Fax: (01484) 644450. HONDA

ISCO 9002 - il: Ri i l.demon.co.uk
e E-mail: Richard@airshe co.u




